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RIGHT HONOURABLE 

RICHARD BRINSLEY· SHERIDAN , 

FSBIlVARVii. 1788. -

PROCEEDINGS AGAINST ELJ.JAlI DlPri • 
. ,', 

-. n. urtler of Ik day. fur Ik Atnt.. t. rtI/IJI". it.,lJ int. II eommittM 
bJ ,...". fIIilnaot.... e/&arf!'" ullibittd ogaimt Sir E/ijali Imp'!f. 
IurDing II".. rtJJd, Sir. Gilbtrl EllUlt ".. .. d-" TMl Mr. F",.,.... • 
.. ""inb ... of tM Aowe. be UIlIIIwd .. Iai& pltzce." Mr. Ft1f1rtr 
IBid. M felt"" ./du:tima t. be ....m.d. 1"""'iikd it·t/NZB tit Ik tU­
·Iir. of butlt partia tmd of tM cOlllllJitt... but ,AlIt. Ite 1IJIJIIld. ... 110 
........ t, tmIItIIl to ". conaidmd 41 ,ltelDih/ao oitIter of 'M .......... 
or of.,M fJIJ .... d. It _,,- fI"01HJ8tdto ·IJ/IU Sir Eljiala 10 tlte 
.bar, and uk IIIM,Iter Ite /&ad tmg ofdeaiOJl to ltatriIIg Mr. Fatnr . 
uaairwl; but '. I 

MR. SHER~DA~ observed, that if lI'Uch a measure 
. was adopted, it would put the house into a. most 

. embarrassing situation. Iil\"i~ would be difficult for 
. them to proceed, incaSe Sir Elijah Impey should 
refuse to consent. . Mr. Sheridan added,tbat. the 
:honorable gentleman had alrejldj informed the 
'cllmmittee that he bad it inh~· power tq ,throw 
more light upon tbe subject of the tirst charge, than 
any man living; and if it was declared to be tbe 
sense of that committee, he had no objection,. be 
. would therefore move to declare that it was the ~ensa 
of that committee that Mr. Farrer be examined. • 

VOL. 11. B 





1788.]\ a. 
Mr. Sheridan remarked. thQ.t the .honorable . lind 

leamed . genilema,n, be pel'ceived, was desirilU$ of 
not only teaching thQ.t housil t~eJaw, but breeding; 
lind hli wish.ed litill fartbllr to, t\lach ~hem FI·ench. 
:ae could lIot but admire the prunica), sort ofargu-, 
mellt which the honorable and learned gentleman 
had used in justifieation of his profession. He had 
said every thing handsome 'of them, and followed' 
his encomium, by adding, whimsically, that the 
charge against Sir Elijah. Imp.ey was as black as. 
couM be, brougb~ agQ.inst !lOY man; nay, .a~ainst 
allY lawyer. ',:Mr. SheridaJj declared that be' could 
not pass over iil siJenee the reBectiolls on his' '~~ht. 
honorable friend (by the Chancellor of the Excne­
quer and Mr. 'Bearcl'IIfO for a speech, which; he 
thought, didhi~' right ,honorablcl friend, jnfini~e' 
b.onor. JIll Wai lUre hi, rig,l4. ):l(l\loJ'~btefriepd l;Ia4 
D,leaut nothingperliODal; ,iii"" ,w~s it .lo be wwulere4 
lit, if, in his zeal to defendtbe 'Pri.vilegtlf of that 
hoqsej he should rIlJlr!lb~tll tile \ltti\Qipt to lDi, tbll 
practice of the law courts in their proceedings, to 
which they were utterly inapplicable P·'. The paper 
iD"I.Uestion Mr. Sl¥lrida.n declared tp be, m the t~ulI 
lIense of .tqe wor(ls, gE!Od evidence; for what WII.I 

good evilkn~e, but ~h.at which was applicable 1,0 the 
end to which j~ W;I.IJ applied, al\ld whicb lJle .collrt. 
before whom it was exhibited, was compet.ent Jet. 
receive. DiffereQt courts, ~l was wf!ll known, had 
different powers; .~1).4 what wQuld be .ev,ic!ence i~ 
one COO", wouJ.4 "9t ~~ eviqepce in aQQt~r, 'fhu$, 
what was evidence intbe Court of Chaneery, W41uld 
Dot be evidence in the Court of King's Bench, .nor 
wOl,llcJ t.bl/.t ,.eUi~ony ~b3t ,w.~ ~Q9d Jlvi!ienC~,(I1l a . 
trial for felony bel\\lmissi)Jle «In .Ij. trial for .high trea,. 
6QP. l\Jr. SheridaQ tooif.potice that tke 9haocellor 
IJf \he EJ!:h.eq\lerhlld" witIJ IlI.l tJlAt woo!l~rflll 
powe,r of wo~ds t9r whi~h .b~ W,(llI 59 !;/!Iebratecf, 
JlroJlo\ln~ed ... swellipg P~Jlegy~ on the hpnj)rable 
Jlud learnep genUeQl3,n Ile!l.rhi\ll ,(¥ajqr~cott), bot 
be lIlI.d;ivell_hisp.r~~~t2lm!l.Pi!l ~{)I}.vifli91,1 ~y Iji~ 
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right honorable friend.· declaring be adopted the 
principles which his right honorable friend had laid 
down. . Upon such conditions he was persuaded 
bis right honorable friend would gladly compromise 
for the future with tbe right honorable gentleman. 

At /trlglfa Mr. Farrer Will duIr.d '" pr«ttd: II1Id III ,U­
ti dock tlu eDl1lmittlt «<6---

FEBaVAIlY 15. 

LIBEL ON THE COMJUTTEE A.PPOINTED BY THIl 
- HOUSB TO lIU.NA.GB THE PROSECVTION or 

MR. HASTINGS. 

Mr. Ftnt "",otd-" T1Iat II ptmrpAld, mtilltd,. • A rtritwl ttl t"­
priIu:ipIIl cTallrgu flglli1ut WIIITtII Hut' Elf.' Cl1IJI4iu fIIIIlltr 
dilrurJ«tfid to Hu Mqjul!/, ad _"'!:i_ im4 .d •• .." "".... 
f?'aplu. ;'~/kcti"g "" llu """ira ",hieTa iIIId iIubIctd tfIU """" '" 
... pntefa W ......... HlUtillp, Elf. oj fIiIc' ..r.e.1IIUl_uJe=,_",.,,-
7k priJuiplll ,..,-g .. from whieTa ua. eTaIIrge __ t1tdorred, r ... 
tAu :-" Stu:Ji l1li tztrliga oj publie ftrtru, (tlu iJlJprac"'" ttl 
Mr. Hutillp), if '" publie rIirl. it IMU Jc referral, if iadu4 

.. Aboye all Greek, .bon all Bomm &me ;" 

IIIIIl will f.....uA II _1IbIe I 'PTe '" fohtre lima, tTaat fill ".. 
timo, ""-- tlet1IIkd; fill 1lbiJilia, '-"- 'P1etulid: fill IIn1ie4, 
""-~ or ~: tIuIt filii ntII llu..& if 1M 
.....mgx. _ llu t1f1iec of tIu ~lt, "" protoct II BritiJI -'dtd 
.tr- i1nJwac1UMllf, -r II pWllie ddymt .tr- P /h", if 
f~~~" . 

.. l"or tIie.fvttny "'Hay on;- .u.u ...tar. Taorar fr- II iii .. 
IIlimI oj raporui/IiliI!/, flU ;,,;[glu!pe _ Jc • j~ II po-:frtl 
fadilnl; for flU 1Im1iL... Id "'- fe _ '" fIiIc", ".fIU lofJlIlt!/. Ie 
it _ III -.plllry. -U Ie ~ for 1iU.-riI ." 

Mr. Pitt -" ... m'd"", """ 1M ."... .. Ii! MJdaiY,­
_ltjttatojtM~ 

Mr. SHERIDAN maintained, that the Jast Bell. 

tenee of the passage " and a pnblic delinquent (rom 
pnoishment," was a clear and convincing' proof. 
that the whole referred to Mr. IlutingB" present. 
enjoyment of the smilell of the Sovereign; and in. 
ainuated. that an impeachment was a mOde of pro. 
~ution that did not leave the Sovereign bis power 
o( granting mercy after collviction. 1Ir. Shmdau. 
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. jothe eourIle of his speech, answered the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer's observations; that the present 
station of Mr. Hastings, as a person impeached· by 
the Commons of . England of high crimes and ·mis~ 
demeanors, was not a very exalted one, by remark· 
ing, tbat till Mr. Hastings should be convicted of 
tbe charges, of which be stooll impeached, his· sta­
tion was not, in the eye (If. the law, reason, or 
common sense, to be considered as a station of de­
gradation. 

.. . , . ,'. ' -" ,,"') 

Up"" 1M F.io.. being put, tlle ""- dioitkd; "!Itt (jilt' 1M 
fII'iginal fUtlllOII) fS6: ..... 132. The _ded gllafiOfl_ tllm 
pllt and agrwl to. ., .. . . 

Mr. F.., innnediately r ..... tIIId ikclored tTlllt lie Ifill mtertai1&e4 
Ail opini .... tTlllt ....z." ;,. efUt8 oj publie libtl, lit' 0[" libtl "" the 
~ tJt Targ •• lit' kgiIlatvro eolketi .. ly. lie /lid fUIt tTrink it 
Iteoming .... that ""- to rtlllt'l to tile ",..,..../awyer •• tJI tlle 1M ..... 
......" hf ",....tuting libt14 oifeeling t"-lou. iRltrferi"l/: toit" 
tIIdr pr«otding .. lit' implieoling" fwtIltA Of tlle prit>ikgtB. lie moout. 
. "That /11& addr ... bt prtltfll.d t. Hu Mqjuty. moll Aumbly to 
ltrire, that he toiU bt groeioully pltiued to giw: diru:titml t. Hil 
Mqjuty', attorney gmtral to prOllellte. The motioR 111111 agned to 
lItIIIin. contradiconto.. . . 

MARCH 6. 

DECLAll.A.TOllY EAST INDIA. BILL. 

During tM appro"""';""" .AieA had enlled In tM cllUr,. oJ 
llJlt V ..... , of a rupturs fIlilA tM Co"'" of Fr...... G"" ..... meIIl 
"ad tak.n a ",olulima oJ ,.nding Ollr four additional retim""" 
to I .. dia, GIIboord the .. mp,."y', ,hlp., for tMprotection oJ_ 
,.." ... i"", ;,. tlutl fU6J't ... , and 'M proposilion' had 60 ... re. 
eej""d fl>Uh equal approbation 69 the CllUrt oJ director.. B~ 
itt tM _an 'ime 1M "orm "lIOin, 61 .... "".... tIIId gtn1 ..... ""'''' 
IIill adMrtng to 'Mir r .. olllt'", oJ _ding out four regi"","" 
.itA a w ... to fllt'm a p.rmanent eltablilhment of Hil Maj .. ty'. 
troopl in India, a qu .. tion Aad arilen r • .".eling tM ."'1' ..... oJ 
_ding them _, and oJ their fuM' payment. By"" act .. laicTa 
paned", 1781, it _ "ipultJt.d tlutl lias company ,Iaould be 
b ... ,." '0 P"!I Jor. lUcIa troop. only", .er. ,ent to India upotI 
their rsquilition, a",' "Po .. "'it act tA. dhctor, had r.juI.d , .. 

• Mr.lobn Stockdale, the publisher of the pamphlet _ tried 
the lib of December. 178&, and Co.m,d Dot guilty. 
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lIuIf'~t '''t eompu.; refill III. up;,.,. oJ tM 'roDp' (f! qtM!,tiOfl. 
!lui it flDa. e ... I."ded by the Board of C.ntr.u/, .dllbli,ll.d Iff 
the act _/1784, that the •• mmi"i .... r' .f that b.ard flDer, I ... 
wiled Gitll til. p07lJer .f directi .. g I .. '01 •• / a "'fulal of Ihe 
com pang. meh up ... ", to be de/raU.d oat '0/ the "",,"ue, arl. 
rirzg f,..m tleit' tlrrUorlal p.".,I1.",. Up... thil ClUe the 

,,,,,,.,., IJf di ... It.,., htld tak.nthe adDice .I .. "eral .mi .. entlflUJO,,,,, 
ph. fIDe,.. oJ opinion that the Board of Controul flDlU not In. 
.,eded by the act of 1'184, eitA the p.1II,,. ,ontended/or. a"d t"" 
dlr«torr had 'atttfrdl"gly 1't/u,ed to take ,,.6Op' on boar4 the 
.hip' thlll _. 8bfnJt IItt1t tim. '0 ,all for india. Upon 1111, 
ground M,.. Pitt "."".d the houI • ... the 'l5111 01 F.lIruarlj Jor 
I."", '0 bring In a bill fO,. ,.em • ."ing the doubt. in 'l"""i ... 66 
ieclarlng Ih. i1IlentlDtl oJ the leg/.latu,.. III the tII!t oJ 1184. '0 
111me bee .. agreellbl, to the ..,,"rfJdl ... f1UI upo1I it "" the B __ 4 
oj Cont,.oul. .After a long deb at. thil mMton flDOI etltTUtl 
fl:ftA.at II dhJ/'ion; and on it. ,econd ,.,tldint. upon the 3r4 of 
March, the Eo" Indlll Compan!! tzert ""ard by their <DUn." 
oglli,," th.6i11 at the bar t1J the 1Iou ... -O" the mMion .. t10at the 
"pedet no", ietlf). the chair," BI,. Gr~ Cooper "0'. tItId op. 
}l0lcd 11.-TAil brought on a long delllll,. 

~It'. SJlEIlU)A,N observed, that DO man 11'38 more 
aisposed to listen to the honorable baronet' I (Sir 
James Johnstone) pleasantry than he wu; and, 
thongh he wished that he had treated the present 
qoestion with a little more gravity, he 'll'a8 convinced 
he was actuated by a serious principle at bottom. 
The honorable baronet had whimsically enough 
compared the iJilFerenCe between the Board of Con­
trol and the 00011 of Directors to a matrimonial 
"nogle, He had .h'lly. been taught that it 11'31 
tlot !!afe to ihtetfete between maO and lI'ire~tbodgh 
he, ror ODCe, would hazard th., d:periment; trusting 
that it WBI a marriage su:cording to the Jaw. of 
Sootland. where the mi.conduct of either party 
fjU held to be A sufficient ground for dirorce. 

With tupect to the qbestion before the hoUs4! it 
_all Clile of the most imJKK1ant that conld' etlme 
under ~ejr deliberation. It not only affected die 
~hllrten of individual., and of parties, bot it went 
to affect the character or parliament. in violating the 
faith of itJ statntes, by a system at corrupt all it wu 
daugeroo.s to \he mem eacted aDd deace»t jnure ... 
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of the constitution of a ,free :p,ople{, 1I~ adtnitt~~ 
tha~ the Chan~Um .0{-1he l:xo~que .. had! lI~tetl 
the cibjectof.~~, declara:tQry:bi\l fuUy:anc,l fairlY; 
but it was a biU,iQIl principl~,o(wl1icb~ec,l~.ne~ 
to be founded on the bill,of ~ yeali U84;;, ~Ii i( 
it was not proved ~o be clea.J·ly; 80, ~t was j~possibl, 
that the house eQuId ag~ee to adopt it as a Jaw ex. 
planatory of the powers o~ that bill. .lf tl!E\,Boar4. 
of c;::ontrol wis~d to gra~-p at JIll" pO~l!rs anq, neW 
patronage, why did tbey notCQlI)1I for",~rd\'l1it.h 3 
~ew ,bill? :Out they did not daJ'1I to ~eet the ques. 
ti~ ,openly anll fail'ly; well. knowmg ,th!).t ,it would 
ha,e exposed ~em to all, thll ~umltlywl!ich th.ey 
themselves had 110 liberally 1iles.t&we(i,~ ,,the, \tjP" 
'ators of charterellrights! :Tbe bQard, hlloq, will;fl)Y 
adopted a, mercantile idea. ~D; suffering tbe I q(lmpany 
to deliver up thllir rights anq" priyi\eg~, ny, ~stal .. 
1Ilent. '. '.' '. ",,' ,',' '';'7', I'~ .•. ;· 

I But, tbe right honorable gentltlma" (M. ... ;Pitt) 
liad, with his usual plausihility, declared;, ~hat the1 
wished tG be armed wit~ nq P4lWeJ'S that. wer~ Il\l$ 
,ubject to the llOntroi of parliament:, ·Wbat di4 
this declaration amo~t to? 'fl)ey only wisbeq tq 
have .the ~ilitary patronage of I.pdia ip their. h~ds; 
under the cootrol of parliament !..,...,(Jontrp~. \V~j' .i.ni 
deed, a w4lrd not iQ ~~ry goqd J:i!pote . at . .,~e~en~ l 
-but to talk of thll c4ln~r{)l; of parl\a~eot ov~r. Inl 
wmy which was not paid hypa,rliallle~'" lWai Wq 
l'idiqulQUS tq need any .commeElt ;~and yet IU'lh Was 
the .con~rQllilig :power. which; t.he .rig4t ,hoQOJ'Bbl. 
gentleman had desired might be set oVllr bim. Un .. 
doubtedly, if he had spoken of the .rmy on th, 
Bri\ish e,tabl\shmeut, he ~9uId have beeu. ,war .. 
,anted in saying ~hat it' was s\lbj~t tq the control 
flC parliamen~ becll!lSe the king had pp :9t.her U¥!"'" 
of paying th~ Qrmy, bot by, eoming to p8.l'lialpen$ 
for 'he mOlley.. llere thll case Was widely 4iJ,ferent, 
for,th. regimellts lWwproppsed to,'\I1~ aen$'to Il1d,­
WfJ'e to be paid, Jlot b. y Ij;!s.lia. lI)ent,. hilt,. by, th~ 
Writllrial revep"e8 pf the. , . ~Ili. ,Ci;t1ll~ny. , , 
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But \'fbat wu itill mOTe extraordinary (and he 
desited the house to attend to it) by the last clause 
of the act it W88 declared to be 10 the p.ower of the 
commissioners fOT managing the afFaIrs of lodia, 
to send 811 many troopll u they might think neus­
aary for the security of our posseuions in that quar­
ter of the globe. ,The clalU8 W81 worded in the 
most 'unqualified terms; they might even send to 
India 'an-army of ten thou.and Hanoverians, OT 
any number of mercenaries collected, 81 tbe Earl 
of Chatham emphatically said, from the .Iw,mble. 
of Germany, thns giving to the executive govern. 
ment the monstrous and unheard-of patronage of a 
foreign i11'my not paid by parliament He desired 
gentlemen to pause before they came to a vote ou a 
question pregnant with such danger ,to the lltate. 
, . He confessed that he wa. not a little IQrprised to 
find a renewal of invective. against the bill brought 
forward by hi. right honorable friend (Mr. Fox.) 
Considering the Jtrong measures which the present 
bi11 goes to embrace, he rather expected to have 
found the leverity of lOme fintlemen IOftened into 
phraJell mOTe conciliatory. e remembered that an 
honorahle gentleman had 0IIC8 compared the India 
board conltiluted by that bill, to seven doctors and 
eight apothecariea administering to the health of 
ooe poor patient-bot their prescriptioDl were more 
palatable than the dose now mixin$' by the Jeamed 
doctOT of cootrol.who, in the tme aplrit of quackery. 
desires hi. patieot to take it; that he hu no 0C4l8-, 
lion to coufine himself at home. but that he may 
IJIlfely go about bis bnsineu aJ DJDBJ. This lOVe­
reign remed1~ he l8id, would no doubt lOOn be 
adventured under the popular name of .. &ots p'!1I. 
for all JOrts of oriental diaorders," Mr. Sberidao 
then took a eom~ve view of the merits of the 
two India bills, m which he paid a compliment to 
the manly and decided cooductor Mr, Fox, in op­
poaition to the crooked policy which bad led to the 
diJcwllioo of the ~ then before the house. It 
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WIllI very remarkable that when the right honorable 
gentleman introdoced his bill, he prefaced it with a 
BpeeCh, declaring tbat it had been folly explained 
to the directol"ll, and that tbey approved of it. This 
'he' DOW was 'inclined to donbt, otherwise' it would 
be difficult to account for the declaratory hill. Bot 
perfection was not tbe lot of humanity. This was 
the seventh perfect system which had been intro­
duced for the good government of India; and still. 
there was much to do. -

Mr. Sht'ridan here read tbe titles of the varions 
acts which have from time 'to time been introduced 
by Mr. Dllndas, and 811 often repesled~ altered,' or­
amended;. one !)f wbich was "ao act to obviate all 
donbts which have arisen. or may in futore arise, 
respecting the ~vemment!)f India." ", '. ' ' 
, Be then proceeded to animadvert on the inter­
ference of the Board of Control with thelatronage­
of tbe company, Dot only in the civil an military, 
but in their commercial concerns; and read extractS -
from, tbeir cor~ndence in .opport of bis asser­
tion. He tompared the Board of Control,' the 
Coort of Directors, and the body of proprietors; 
to the DrtlmatU p~ of Swift'. Tale of a Tub, 
and cOncluded with an appeal to the feelings of the­
hoose on the situation of the officers of the East.i 
India Company, wbo, if tbe present bill sbonld 
pasiI into a law, would soffer degradation and dis­
grace, not only io their OWD opinion. bot in the ey.­
of those whom they bad often led on to victory. ,. 

, }., 

, n. """" tlmtld; qa (tlull 1M rpetJtw '- lite eMir) 182: _125. n. """" u......,., ;"u,. ",..;tt«, aul Mr. sum 
-......, to ma,j IIJI flY f90rl 011 IMJ.u-ing daf. 
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MAacII'J: •.. 

DECLA.B.ATOB.Y JUST INDIA :BILl.. ' 

»,. Smk fitMting intim4tetl frum tIN bar tIIIIt Iu 1IJtl "' 1IiI 1um4 
t10e rtptWt .f ,Iw ClIIIIJIfiltu oj llu """It ""- ,. "'''''''' ,lie dtelar ... 
re.tory biN lwul btm rtjerrtd. Tlu ~ put I1u fum;",. .. That 
llu rtptn1 lie IIOtD brought lip. ~ - . 

1\lr. SHEllmAN declared that considering the 
ground of objection npon which he and hi. honor­
able friends had argued the bill, it W81 impOlllible 
for them to lOfi"er the report to be bronght np with­
ont a violation of all consistency whatever. 

Mr. PUt tllm ro« aM tztlt1rt.td llu ""-at grud 1tnt:t" "' "'". 
~",., '" I1u bill. In tlle t:I1Uf'fe '" m. 'fIUC" Iti Db""""-'''''' Mr. 
SIuridon. "", ""'" oj """"" 'J1«dIn tAtW .". '"'"" ftmq. "-!I .-...g 1IIil. ill .,., rJery uw""- .,.pmmt. ira till put.UD­
fII<'IU. tmd ill __ ft:lll tndlu tmd }rulict. Iuut ... Wtdnuda!l ..... 
_w tIIIIt it _ eztrOlll'diMry tIuzt lie "''''' Iuut IIDDd up tIN 
."..".."" turtrlDr '" I1u fJ'I'mlfJatirJe '" I1u or_. r/und4 ".", .. 
llittudf ... ~ for ,Iw bill '" rit;1rU tmd tlIe-dtfetU/d if 1M 
liMrlia oj I1u peDpk. . TIuzt lie ItatllllilMl." I1u rIr_ MItIrl#r 
oj I1u juIt IlIIlI lLgal prerogatirJe '" I1u or."... IIJ/Im .. ""'" d4rintr 
IIlletnpt Iuut btm inmIe,. imHzdt lhat "..,.ogatirJe tmd tr,.""le "" tile 
emutitrdillMl riglrU '" Hu Mojm!/. -U ..... lie m. pride and m. 
""'" : all lie MtId .." Itdp t~ tItat 1IiI ~ tImu • Jy _ 
_ ~ified -Jr- ... ~ jtmlC'tl ....... '-aU for tIN 
riglrU...a Iibtrtiu oj tile -"j<Ct .. Ilea tIIeg appurtd t. lie at all. 
Uagtr.N 

Mr. Sheridan observed that the right honorable 
gentleman who 'POke last, had been pleated to 
eompliment his fancy, his abilities, and hi, eloquence. 
bnt had added, that he aeldom employed them 
either with reason or troth. Be rejected lOch com­
pliments with scorn; assuring the hoose, that when­
ever he troubled them, he endeavoured to do it 
consistently, with a most rigid regard to truth and 
jUlltice. Be conceived, he might with troth retort 
the accusation OD that right honorable gentleman, 
because, if ever there W81 a person who deserYed 
lOch compliments. that rigbt honorable t;ue:t:man 
might advance the mOlt unqoestiouab1e c - • No 
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man could be inore clear and el~enf~hi'JJ~~ 
pleased I no man, "ben he wishe to ~~~ 
meaniJlgl could, veil it in greater. ~'f~ 
guage, WI' involve his senteooes in a n~~ 
of obscarity j Wheb lie wiehed ~eoncea]:1h4' if6.f 
bad no meaning a\ all. The nght bouoi'al:ite gen· 
tleman bad dlarged those on that side of· the~ 
with -being e.emies to the prerogative of tbe crowD, 
and had u~et'ted his clnim ali the aame time tG be 
not only the champion of prerogative, lout the protec­
tor of privilege. ,If he tneant 'to call ' gentlemen 
the enemies of preregative, because they w~ 
bot likll hilnllelf, the' friends of It dark. concealed, 
and secret band of Ildvisers, who, &Calking behind 
tl.ethrone, . were themaill.pring and sour~ of 
attack npol'l the llonltitution, Bnd of 4langer to the 
throne itself:' if he meant. that hecauwe they ob.. 
jected to entrench upon the valued privilege of that 
honse, aod diBdained to see.the dignity of another 
inBUlted by a mean, grosil, and scandalOWl system of 
trllnsacting pbblic business by whispering; if. he 
meant, that because they were not 'ready unnecesn.-. 
rily to increase the standing army by every possible 
expedientl they wet'e, therefote, enemies to the pre­
rogative of the crown, they were truly so, and they 
gloried in confessing it. They avowed an eternal 
hostility id a prerogative so exercised. But, that 
they were enemies to the just prerogatives nlthe 
CroWD; ·to those prerogatives which the constitution 
bad wisely placed· in the hands of the chief magis. 
trate, and the exercise of which tended equally tel 
the honor of the sovereign, and the bnppiness of the 
subject.' he· "denied. He was reedy, however, ,. 
bear testimony, that the right bonorable gentlemaD. 
1raS • friend to the prerogati V8 of the crewn, -inde­
finitely and implicitly, but be did not see how he 
could therefore arrogate to himself "the prai_ of 
being alllO a friend to tbeprivileges of the.peoplel ,be 
whose 'Whole political life bad beeR occupied in attacks 
lIpOD those privileges.. Hewho tommenoecl1Wl ca-
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I"eer in the situation' which lie then held by 8 violent 
infringement of tbe rigbts of that house: an infringe­
ment which was followed by a direct attack on the free­
dom of election. Under tbe cover of a bill of com mer­
eial regulation, his next measure had been an attack 
upon the privileges of the people of the sister kingdom, 
and tbi. wa. followed by an e'JIperiment on the tem. 
per of the people here, by I188isting in the scheme of 
a wild protector to change the constitutional defence 
of the kingdom from a navy to fortification.. Every 
part of his administration had manifested a tendency 
to support and enlarge the just but dangerous pre­
rogative. of the crown" and in particular, he had 
used every means to augment the standing army; 
fictitious wants had been pleaded, unknown dan~en 
lJad been suggested, and he had but too snccessfuUy 
added to the alarming military force of thi, country, 
both at lIpme and in au its distant colonie.; and too 
nccessfully, also, endeavoured to bring others than 
the mere military within the boond. of the motin, 
act. These were the proof. be had given of hll 
friendship for the privilege. of tbe people. Such 
had, nevertheless, been the confidence of tbat house, 
that, with all these tbings, tbey bad profeesed to 
have faitb in bis good intention.. and in bis regard 
for the constitution. He, for his own part, wu 
most eincere!y desiroos that it Ihould be proved, 
that tbe right bonorable gentleman had a tme and 
~eaIoU8 reverence for the constitution. To satisfy 
the mind', taste, and to justify tbe admiration that 
every one feIt for hisendowmentl, i.t 11'81 a matter to 
he eagerly wished, that a gentleman of snch bril- . 
liant talents should liucerely regard and Jove that 
oonstitotion to which ncb talents u hi' were pecu­
liarly adapted, and noder whicb alone they C:ouId 
fully dUplay tbeJllllelveI.. His friend. talked moch 
r1f hi. eoMcience; and, fmitful in exCDSeI for the 
Il1'rOn of bis .,&tem, never failed to "y, that be 11'81 

debauched into every iniquity and folly that he 
committed. An honorable gentleman ~Dg of 
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him, illid said, 'that in his bill he' was, iuretbat big 
conscience had,been surprised. It was bad advice~ 
and not wicked intention, from which' this bill 'had 
originated. ,He' was not· unwilling to 'give' ear to 
this apology. He hoped ,it was true,'and he partly 
believed it. He did not hesitate in' agreeing with 
his admirers, that he had people about him 'very 
capable of leading him wrong. It was his original 
crime ,that he had connected himself with' th6se 
from whom no good counsel could come ; andla.;. 
menting, as they all must do, the consequences 'of 
his want of vigilance, and themisforlunes of hi. 
connections, it was earnestly to be wished; that his 
conscience would either keep a betterlook-out,'oJ: 
that be would keep better company. : ",' ",., 
, His right honorable friend, Mr. Sheridan said, on 
this occasion, bad obtained a most complete triumph. 
Every P!lrt of his India system waBnow, demon-o 
.trated to bejust, and in nothing was it more truly 
justified, than in the attack which the' right, hono .... 
able gentleman had made on him that nigbt. ' Ill' 
the very moment that he was vehemently, arraign­
ing bis right honorable friend for the bill which be 
had brougbt into the house four years ago,'a bill lay 
on the table which went ten times farther in all the 
points wbich he at tbe same time 'affected· to con~ 
demn. Tbere was sometbing very singular in the 
wbole of the right honorable gentleman's, conduct 
on this occasion. ,He had begun his speech witll 
talking of the magnitude and importance of tbe bill 
on the table; ofthat very bill with which he had 
originally stolen in npon the house, withootexpla­
ootioo, withont speaking of ita dangers, and without 
giving any notice of its magnitude •. He had'pro,., 
cured it to be read a first and, second time j' but 
being caught in' the. fact, and finding his arm 'li~ 
rested, and himself discovered: seeing; that not-only 
the gentlemen on that side ofthe housej lioton-all 
sides, had taken the alarm,' then be came forward,­
and talked of the danger with which the billwu 
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pregnant, humbly l'I!queating thQt it ~ght 11" 
checked RDd g-uarded ill every possible .hape. 
Tbe bill. witb all ita terrol'l, ita arrogance, alld jtll 
evila,. came orst, btlt tbe cbeco came behind, by 
way of rider J--prel'ogative foremost, the eon.titu~ 
lion io the rear. The rigbt honorable gentleman', 
great argument waa, tbat biB bill did pot, like tbat 
Of a rigbt liollorable .gentJfIID.an (!b. Fos) al8Ume 
tbe panonage of Jndia. Tbllt it did pot take the 
power of appointing 111'811 certain, aDd never &Jellied; 
bpt while it eollveyed tbe power of recaJling in all 
caset where the appointment Wat net madewitb 
their approbation, tbtl aply .tift"llrenee willi, tbat the 
patronage in -the one case 111'88 pOlllelsed IInder cover, 
and withont respoBSibility; sa tbe ether it wu ope .. 
aod avowed. In all tbe great featprea of the present 
bill, ~d in much more the present Wetrin ... were 
the lI8Ule 811 those w bich bis ri ghi bonorable friend 
lIad _rted ia 1784. The great difference 111',", 

tbat this bill adde4 to the I)'stem Q measure wbich 
he IbOllld &eOn ~pllliD, ed wbicb broke tbrong" 
every priacip~ fA ~be eonltitQtioll, and 111'81 in every 
,bape .Jal'lBillg to the people ef th. country. 

Bot mllJ'k. &!OntiDoed Mr. Sheridan, tb4 modest 
usumpiioo of &he BDar. of Control! Tbe ,evenllell 
m India amqant to niD/J or teo IPillionIl a year. and 
the Board of Control desire OIat • tL:claratory biU 
.JIUIy JlI'S' ... giv. thew the 1Inlimited power, DOt 
eoly to eolleet. bnt to appropritlte the whw. ,um ., 
they may 'hiok lit. The ooly IBcority Val &0 k 
the ~ aBd -integrity ~ tbe ... n. W .. that • 
.. fficieat tlllcurity ?-A.By .,eraoa aapable _ .. kiBg 
.from aD eoligbteoed people .. P1uch power IJllJ8t be 
.mad. and eon!lequ@t1y .. ~ capable el applyiog it 
'With IOIUId '_0 &0 • good ead. Bot, .aid tPe 
.I'ight I!ODorable gentleman, jadge of 111 by expeft­
ftCII!,. Hue we DOt eboien a Lord Cqrnwallil!. • 
Sir ArcbibaW Campbell. and • General MeadowlI; 
.ad eaa t.Bero be .cJaogew j. tmltior: powew .in IUCb 
). ... i'-~ ill ~ yay# w,b,d did it iUlpoae 
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on that. house ? ..... That they were 't&,.n~ ,every mao. 
out with power iu proportion to his eharaeter., That 
was tabe .the;slop-ahop for Indian gcwernors; ,they 
were <to give .to one maD. the flowing Nhe. of impe .. 
rial despotism, and "to another the slaoN ,kirts of J.i" 
mited monarchy.. The .'Constitiltion ,of ,England 
must not ttuSt to such Imeaus ,of .safety; and in Bl\r 

guing about principles, they must not think Qfmenl. 
He averred, that the bill gave the Boam.of Control 
the power of appropriating the revenue. of the com.. 
pany, to .. what. purposes they.; pleased.; l1lud· ,the, 
might put Doo,OOO I., at discretion into. their owa· 
pockets, or those of ,their friends.. They hll-d the 
pawer of nncontrolled eorrnption. . They might lIubp 
sidize ibe conn of Poonah. ; They might ,take iate 
theit' pay 20,000 Mahmtta home i . they might auni .. 
hila. the,commerce of the eompany; ,ftn!lallthi,· 
they might do by means of this ,declaratory bill.· 

;·The bill ,of hi. right honorable .frieud had been 
sai4 to erect a monster nnknown to the comtitutian. 
because a noble Lord (Earl Fit~"illiam)and the' 
Bilveu' commissioners .were .invested with certain 
powers. . Compare the powers of ·tl;1at board with 
~he powers of this. Lord Fitzwilliam and the ,comp 
missiouers could DDt send forth a dispatch; they 
could neither declare war nor make peace in India; 
they could neither subsidize Poonah, nor 'entertain a 
body ofMahratta horse, without having the plell-sure' 
of.the kiug signi.6.ed through the medium oUbe Se­
cretary of State. The board of control could do all 
this. They could declare war ; they could make 
peace; they could. enter into subsidiary treaties 
with the princes of India; they could collect all the: 
revenues of the complmy; end they could apply 
them to what purpose ~hey pleased, Without the con­
sent of the King. Mr. Sheridan put this in various. 
points of "iew, andtheu came to animadvert on what 
Mr. Pitt had said with regard to the bill of 1784 Dot 
being macUlon a compact witll the company. Mr. 
Sheridan.lWened"that the. whole oftjle bill was made 
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with the declared: consent of the conrt of directon. 
TI'e minister had stood npon ·that compact, had 
pleaded their approhation u a matter of argument, 
and it waS passed into a law clearly on the gronnd 
of compact and conaent. But now the right honor_ 
able gentleman wished to violate the engagement, 
and to avoid the ignominy of having broken a solema 
bar~ain. .. . 
. .Upon thi, occasion, Mr •. Sheridan added, that he 
should beg leave to IIIbmit. to. the feeling. of the 
honMl, whether what they had teen that day onght 
lIot to con'Vince them of the error into which they had 
fallen, of acting . upon confidence? . The minil&er 
had at length taught them, that to mspe4:l him' .. 
their duty, and they Baw that it wu only by to doing, 
that they could faithfnlly discharge the trust repcllMid 
in them; for they saw that not being· able to ac­
complish hiB design,· but being detected, he 110" 
came forward apparently desirous to receive conn­
eel, and to embrace illlltrnction. . 
.. Mr. Pitt "'"' Mr.Da.t1J. ~ 1JIOftm. 
. l\>Ir. Sheridan observed, that the right honor­
able gentleman had given him no answer; and added, 
tbat lie questioned him about power; bnt, could get 
no reply which did not exclusively relate to patron­
age. He spoke aboot the colllltitotioo, and the 
rigbt honorable ·and learned gentleman gave an an­
swer concerning cotton. . Ia short, he positively 
evaded the. reqruist that he would deline hie owa 
power • 

. At 1eagtl tIre,-u.· ~ptd. tile imue dmded; IIJIG (fw 
brm~ "p tire reptn-t) 182; _ 11:;. . 

. ., , . 

MAlICK 10. 
'''-. 

Jl.EGUlBNTS SENT AND DDTIliED :1'0& TBE 
EAST-INDIES. 

. ~ )Ir. EHEB.lDAlf desired, that he might be per­
mittedeamestly to ealI upon the boose to meet with 
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jealous and !With strict attention the, circuDl8~nces, 
nnder wbicb the four new regiments were to be sent 
to India., .. In tbe. ~nrse ,'of tliediscllSsion 1atel! 
brought forward on tbe propriety of tbatmeasure" 
it bail been stated as tbe intention, and as .. part of. 
the system of ministry, to increale tbe number o( 
king's troops in India. Now he believ!ld it to be a 
fact. wbicb be sbould be able to prove, tbat order.: 
were actually sent. out to reduce tbe establi8hmen~ 
of the five regiments already in India, at the very: 
time that it was proposed to send put these fou.r ne." 
regiments. Gentlemen might start at tbe assertion.;I 
but be believed the papers he was going. to move for 
'Would justify what he adv8Dced. . " . • '" , . 
. In August, 1787, the directors oltbe East-India 
Company hd applied for . leave to recl'llit tbe, troop,,' 
OR their own ,establishment in, India. ,whicb bylaw: 
they could not do witbout His Majl'.&ty's permi..,. 
"ion. Tbis.leuehad been witbbolden, from Au .. 
gust to November, until tbe /DOUlent of, alar!D bad, 
arrived'; when tbe directo~ iina~e to .,re.cruit. 
tbeir own troops, in consequence of ,tbe del,ay, with 
that dispatcb the emergency seemed to require, 
were prevailed upon to ,accept oObe8e. regiments. 
OOB reason assignedJor witbholdingthe permission 
to recruit the i:ompany's troops, was, becallSe tbey 
would not conseut to have their recruits inspected by 
one of His Majesty's general officers. If any per­
son bad advised His Majesty to insist on having tbe 
recruits so inspected; he bad advised him to insist on 
what by law he 'Was Dot' entitled to enforce, even. if 
the company had consented. ,..".;.,,' " 

The five regiments now in India, wben they em­
barked in Marcb 1783, consisted of one thollSand 
rank andile each, besides the recrniting lo'Qmp .. 
nies which were left in England. . There 'Was no 
reason .for' .yiog that tbese companies were Dot 
flilly adequate,to the purpose of recruiting theregi- , 
ments to wbich they belonged, !lnd of keeping them 
up to the fuU establisbment op which they had beeR 

voL. It. " . 
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!Rint'tluf;' , for the, 'bad 'already 'lebt"41ot 'eeven: bon .. 
~red "'ecrUlf~.7 f4ndryetltlHhe nty moment -of 
B1arm, *beil''tbe''direeto~, mdl!' the'ide. ofsuddeW 
I'ibei'gency, agret'd' ttllU!"cept 'of che tfoor 'ne.· regi.' 
lhedts;'oi'ders'bad been 9tihtlJotfbr'reducingth. fi • .­
regIments'ih I Jldill' to' 'SHeo' hundred pri"atet eaoh; 
*ithollt anrrednctioii of the commissioned officers i 
and tbis'too, when tbe ininistei'i ;Wa8I disputintr witbl 
the 't!ornpany:,th!lt' aCcOrdihgtothe aet .,{ ,17811' 
theY' mttst payhje httksof fupeef for each regimen. 
iJf king'. troop! in I India '; ,whiM the ,director. ClOO~ 
tended tbilt they 'Ought to pay only ill' ipropbrtion till 
the nomber~of effilcti.e men in ~ch,J I Mr.Sheridcul 
DO,W flIoved, tbnt there be ·Iaid before the boost!, .. , '1/ 

.. '": A. 'topy 'of the establislrment Of tile lleveral regi­
iiieritsl Of lIis"lUajesty'iI' fOi'ce'8'Ot1tbeirembarkin!t 
fM tire East-Indies, \0' March 1783, 'With a copy oj 
the ordel'1lgivc!nin 'Aog'nlil, 1787, 'for the redl1ctw. 
tf the'establishment' of the !IBid regiments., '" 
"" ,Copies of tbe JilsHeto~nilo( the foor ~egim~~ 

dl'Stmed for the ElI6t-IndJe8; togetber"WJtbcopJe. 
Oftheirreeruitingordersi'" ',:,';" J ,:" , .,1 

,~ to A. 'copy of ,the last application te Hi. lUajeaty; 
(ot- Ilia royal licence to recruit, tb~ tegiments abroad 
~longint,: 'the EaSt-I ndia 'oompaD1 ,: "With tIM; 
doBWer t 0'.'" , ." . .' , ,; r 
')le pdper. ;"":.l1rdt'rtiJ," ' , ,!, 
- _, . 1 ,A ;-,' ", .; " ." , 

, ., .:. :' ,/ 
BILL TO EIUBLB DIS H.u'ES1T '1'0 LJCBNC. 
:' ''!'BEOllI'OK3IANCES AT SADL1!:U' WELU, 
1 ... '" j <'. ~~' .. ' , I, I' -L,t 
-:,JIr,lA4ir.ttJe,~ ia 10\. bill: 1M _ - r-t ~., 
~';"/ :"'_'.1 .t,'I. _I:. ;i ·.'.d <',_". ,.'.' );,1 





to [nRc1I1; 
o(co~siderlng Ute 'subject, which he migbt himself 
have entertained. I 'Mr. Sheridaa then Foceeded td 
argue on the nature orthe present application. The" 
propriewn of Sadlenl' W el~ had declared in their 
case, that the cause of their application for a bill to 
~nable His Majeaty to grant them a licence to con~ 
tinne the entertainments of SadJe1"ll' Wells as here­
tofore, 'was, that II the proprieto1"ll of the winter 
theatres had lately iastitnted Baits at law, not onl1 
against the last newly erected theatre, but intended 
'to commence snits and prO!lecutionJ against al1 other. 
indiscriminately." To hil own personal knowledge 
(Mr'. Sheridan' said) that inference 11'81 wholly an· 
fonnded; and' the proprieton of Sadlen' Wells 
knew it to be gronndless ;-there was no intention 
to proceed agai7l8f them, otto molest them in any 
way whatsoever. In another instance also, the case 
'of the proprietors of Sadlers' Wells was fallaciously 
stated. ''l'hey toM the honse that they came there 
only to ask that they might be legallyempoweted 
to continue their performances as DJ1lal. 'l'hat was 
bot the fact; because what they asked for was a 
,monopoly,' as appeared clearly from a view and 
examination of the clliJ'ereot parts of their case. 

, There was some degree of unfaimesl also in their 
mode of reasoning against othen, who stood in a 
limilarpredicament. Speaking for themselves, 
\hey said, .. that doabts may arise, whether in strict 
construction of law, their performances might be, 
striCtly aad minutely,' .... ithin the letter of their 
licence r but when t£eylpOke at the ridiDg..ooooII, 
the Circus, and the new set of C'ompetiton, they­
stated 'them as performing in'· defiance of known 
laws, npon theautbority of mnsica1 licences only; 
whereas their own liceace contained Dot a letter of 
power 'more than the liceoCCII of their adversaries 
which tIrey'reptobated; the' only" dilrerence being 
that the one 11'81 granted' by the Surrey jnsticeJ, 
lUJd the other~' those of Middletri. From this it 
.ppeared, Day mdeed they &'rowed it, that their Db-



;ect was, monopoly;al!4, not lic~Jlce; I!-lld,the'l).ous~' 
could grant, thelD 110' relief according to, thei .. ow~ 
statement. unless, they 'put down, all, similar places. 
and shut their doors Hi future cigaiust' aU. silnilarap': 
plicationll., Their claim. tGth~ preferel,lCjii '.D\ightoJ 
m~ght ,not, be well f~u~ded i ,but'heeow..~Dot bu~ 
tblDk that pla,ces of slmila~ amusementundet:.th~ 
Surrey licences, would afterwards come w~th a pretti 
stron; ease to parliamen~ for an equalr i~dulgence'i ' 
and that it would bepo'"odd reas9n ~o giv~ fo:rT~ 
fusing their reqrielltS. )bat tb".'proprietGrs, Qr,,~~~r 
dIers' Wells bad tbe merit of transgressing tbeJJlW 
lirst, and had therefore received a protection" from 
~he .legislat\ll'e~,to which t~osewho h!ld only foll<!we,4 
their example were :enlltled~".Th\S,.bowev!!r~ .w~ 
a matter for parliament to conslder..lf they chose 
to grant the preference, and to estab\ish,the mOno~ 
poly which the present bi1laimed at; 'and as Ii. mat. ' 
ter of regulatioo and policy to stol' thet!e, the pr~ 
prietors. of the, winter tht;atre~,wo~ld havll Jitilii,!4. 
~ompl~1D of,i for, hi! ~ook It~ot gran~d, ~at certall!­
alteratlon.~ !Would)je made In ,thll ,bllI; and that no 
rart of the new powers would bl:! IIbffered to entrencn 
,m the least on the rights?f tbe\i:intet; pat-:ntsj t:ithei:' 
as to 8e~n or the speClel of performanc~", Mr. 
~heridan concluded with observing, that the winter 
theatres had a right to cQmplaio .little of th~ wh~ 
had brought in the bill. ''.fhe petition bad ,bee'lob~ 
fore the house nearly two montbs,' and yet thll bill 
lad no~ been brought in till just at the last moment, 
close upon the commencement of the Sadlers', Wells 
season, in order that its near approach mi~bt be 'used 
u all' argument"and in order that it IDlght. come 
into discussion at a time when the winter pro,Prietonl 
.could not so well be heard against it by theIT coun.­
,sel. if they should judge that measure necessary. 
He should on that account. notwithstanding the sUr­
'prise that bad been attempted' on the house, move, 
.~ that the· second readin~ of the biij .be postponed 
to Friday, the,4th of April.", ' " • ,. 
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.' Mr.' 1AJ6r~1te imiriirtl, ,";t' ifl/J iUoni'rending 11';,. put 'Iff" lin 
FriMy 'hi fIll oj AprU, _ ~f hill _If 1I'ojitllbl. par' of 'hi .~atl· 
ler~ Wtll#_ fl'ortld ha .. t/oplU/ bifld'e ,,,, bill (OUUJ be daided 
"JN1f!;""kref-.rtunJtd loinmt,,,,wo;r'" "r",Mlay ruz'" ia 'hi 
,!","tnt, by way oJ. o""ndmmt. " 
, TIu IIliruetlivitkd, u!ltlf",,; '''''4111' Of 'AprIl481 Mtl39. " 

. ~ , . ,'. . 

MUTINY BIL):, • 

. TIrt inW.r if''''' dq,for ~oingln'" b /lIIrIIJIIi/t • • puII 1M ~ 
iill, IDIIO ..... d., j UJIOfI """iIIg ,. ,,,, c/auM mp<t'tmg ,,,, Irllill of 
tJrliJ4ry, ,,,, 6W'Wydr oj' ,,,, urdllonet, . ('optai1l ./..aIlr.n, """,,/l 
_trul tmJt7Ultilml6, 10 6rin{! lilt r".I!al mt;inttr., tmd lire eurp.11/ 
iIrIi/ictr. ""'''ia tIu! optr«tilm oj' ,flellilL· ' . ;, ! . • ' ••• ' 
't. , ,. :' .,.: ", I '.' ! ,I;., ;; . , . 

. .Mr •. Sberidal\ renewed.his argnment" against 
putting the, corps' .:of artilioelll under martial 
Jaw:; .,contending, that if once the principle of 
~onT«:DielW.'e. and expediency~hpuld be. adpr~ed 
as a jUiitilicalipn of extending martial law, in.te,.d 
Pi; 'hfl. ol~ and true principle pf necessity, there Waf 
110 lIllyiog tp what lin extent it might be pushed.· If 
A wel'Q prpper·to put tbe corps of .artificers . under 
~artiaJ law, ,it migbt witb equal. and nen greater 
pr{)priety,be argued .... 1at the. docl",,!en~bould be 
put unqer, 'marti!l~Jil1fl lUr, ~hendan.reasone~ 
UpPIl, tb~ efi'ecta of such 4 measure; and ~~lIdl that it 
.gbt.l>epr.,oper at Gibraltar, iii.' a g:trrison, ~~ !n it 
~p; . .but that there could. Dot exISt a ,rea ... ," lOr 
putting a 'C9rps pf artificers onder martial law ~ 
lwJlle .... ;Hesbewed. tha~ it Willi DE;itber likely. o~ 
the one ha.od,.' tP' make tbem better workmen ; nor, 
.on tbe' qtber.·w, i.lJlprpve th~~ as .iokliers; land hI' 
declat-ed, be wonld taKe the ~n8e of'tbe comlni'ttee 
p.po~_~questioDllramend~~t.; .. :~:' ,;.,,,. ' 
. ''De .,.t/&i4t4, ff!JO(f.tM_dtIIntt)48: _(..;t4 Mr. 
Aririm)2q.- " ;-; .... :':J - I, ,:-.;, I" f~I'<..j '.', f iI.: 
-tl~ , .. ",~' i ;; JI -. U ,,,,.. '11 f i~'") 

' .. ,"' , " . ... lK.ucB1S. ; ". 
,""~". ': ,) . 



, ,':Mr. ~HEBW~N,rOse,..aJld decl!ll'~do,lw.coDclliYed 
the ~bject' of it to' be. ~Q imvor~~t)tb~~. h~ ~~ .d,\t" 
termmed ·to •. o~os~" SllC~ '~n, Iqnova't~o~ :111, llY,e.r..t 
li~agl.l,aDI), p" .~akl'l'\1 t~I\,,~ellsl'l"\'!f.Jh6 )~pus~,,\C\)1I,t 
eeroiog .. its, alarming" tendency .. , . Mf. ,Sheridaa 
stated his objeetiOllfu the adoption olthe 'new prl~ 
eipleHl£"e~ped.iency\ aDd,'~co\loU!y,;(tbe more dan­
gerous because tbe more ,plausible,),. il;llitead ,of the 
old 'Pr,i~cjpl~orpt:fc~ecall,cl ~c~l fW!es/Iity., :1he 
rigbt ;hoDon.ble, geDtlem\ln~ i be tuought" 4id. t II~ 
Jieem to ,have,~,riglitfeeliDg; f~r ,tP~..r!ln.9al)lllntaJ 
prin~iples pf the ~~ns~itutiQlI, . ' lIe baa hllelJ ~ ~pt 
.til lend ,birpself, ,tp: every ,proJelit ,ofl his cQlleagllllS; 
anll.to thin~hili I!~ce' ~I'os mereJy. ~hat ,.f fUl'Jlis~ 
ing .d/lfenp~ o( ~h!! melljl~J;e, pc, p1,h~ ~eP.o iclotl,~ 
io nne laogu\lge. .. :The pre~e~.t iJ!l~ur,eha~ ".e,eq. 
l>roughtf~r,!aid,\)po~ tbe fIP~c.LO!ls pretenc~, of e90,­
nomy...-a plaQ., !~.a~ .ou~ht ev~ to he, cautiously iUir 
mitted, :'\'I'hen'1u~der, ',J~, JbEli 'greatest,_evils migh,t 
be aust~i'le4"i J;f ,t~~ p~es~!1t' ,l!llfasure,$boQ14,;,b.e 
~dopted;,ifl;,wPQld b!l4yJng.ag~oup,4Jor th~ mqst 
"'\1r~ing /Wd, .1J.Ilg~roJls \ l'<lIpse,q lI,enCeSo J, 1: /1e' iLJ,'~ y 
was, inc;reasing .,in. efe!.'y, part, Qf, ,~he g}qpc;i". at th,e 
momeo~ ,~t .bould, ,'~E)Cm" Dl~st :unneces~ry;,; /l.lld",,at 
the, mome,ot~be~ "~;(t"~qta~"d,,th!IA:ithe' gJory4 
Great: Bt,it1'-io.lw,as.,ip. ~l\Sut~o.st ~pleqd0Flj;ljp~ its 
powef 'uDlivil-lled.' I~ J.lrOJ?o~;tllln ~ ~~e ;YYf's, ,<lp,­
~e~ t~ ht'l"~eeu,re~r~9tl!C,o~VY"lf~;i'!l'ij!ta,, Qq,~ 
lJlj:/:'~asq)~ ex"pe!l~ ,'~, !~'1r, i ('!'I/(':) l',~ sri ,It:d 
,"Dt, .... iloldel:.y .. ,l14'I_ 81l- "'";1,, \.J ,,"<I'Li:l 

,,·,;·,,'~V,~·,·;.," .• j,1 1;"<:?/.i 'i.l.~'\' .• \.0'31'1 ~Ldltpd 

)l.EII'Oe,T ; ()~ ,fBBj ~Jt~t.AA~H.'QJ1-:r :~T. i ~ 
~"l .. f' .... r"~,if ~i' ~ ;.Jllt.l,:) n~~~,.~ ir~;.lu,utJ'~J tt;i.: i !':1J' 

" '[rpm. t.Vrt-"~'\ef Iftll, flU" ... iIuIl1WA;t ""Pat 
• ...... ,'"'I"' .. ,cI~r-uruJi1'll4 _to {1JnU.#a"""",""bf~: 
fore JiJe1paymettt-ff,"'lrt<f.r:!be, ,,~. : ~"for JIJf P'Fd.,~f 

Imtro ....... tIDfH>ID<r<.. ...... li /W'ul'n to 804D -
'ltItduty',fIo'oop': ;"r<l1iz~/liJoJ tIu: E.ropiolt f-Il:;;:t:t!t 
'1*'Y'.tmIi«.J...Il'» ......., _6>,,..-IMiM~" 
~~ .. ~ q/!fIl(r!Jl!lli_, q,!tbe,.:4f tllei~. 
~ f'fIl..~ r1f1Jdif5i""l"'{~ljJ,#'1.l4t~tllrfo m..Jfi4 
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lc/w. ...,A ~ lI/ prliamtlll.-'I1It Illirtl N, to "..".,., II., 
"'., r ',."" ... , frotn IIt'tIninG 'hi "'-'0,{ "'1/ ulr_di_" .ow.- to tmy per_ ... """"'" of lt1'oica prrj.,.""d in Indill: 
""'Pt. /J6 t. ucept({/ in ,Iu pr~ elll/Ul!,~ 1'11. fOllrl" IlIId Itut 
_. I. oblltrr lite dirretwr to lllflllmllllllly 6ifwr Jlll!limnrttI, l1li ' 
--' I!! £/u pnuI-o,{ till tAM ~. Il.d Of tlteir dU"". 
.... ,n... «-..... 'gr_ iii toiIhtNl tidHIl.. , . . . 

: 0. lite Uti ,Iu ""*- prttude4 ttl remuItJd tM rtplll't if tAl 
1Jill. ,.4fl ... .-y ...... W~; ,',., 

; Mr. 'SUJ!:tl1i>A,1t< declared himselr' .urpri~d, 
tbat - the noble lord, (Mulgrave) thougfi . ooe 
of the Board of Control, had not laid ooe word 
on the lIubjec4 whicb coucerned tbat Board more 
immediately; but had confined himsell merely to 
abusiog hi' right honorable friend', (M,., Fox'.) I 
bill. The noble lord had turned a deaf ear to the' 
earnest I appeal of his - right honorable colleagne 
·(Mr. Duoilas;) andtboogb twice called to by 
the Speaker; in the coone 01 a former debate, bad 
chosen to 'remain silent,' till' bi.rigbt' honorable 
friend had been called upon to 'say. few word. 
in reply to an 'attack oD bis bill, founded in mill-' 
representation. The noble lord bad then obiervecf,' 
as it were to himself, II, tlrilC . i. tbe fit time lor me . 
to' speak; DOW I'll rise and take my .hare of the 
debate." . The noble lord had accordingly riteD;; 
aod. after having advanced. what he tbOD~ pro­
per,' by 'way of aggravatlDg' andinftamlD'l tbe 
false coIoaring pnt npon bill right honorable friend'. 
bill, be IIlIt down j declaring' . tbere· .. ere other' 
maUere of which he meant 10 _'fe' taken. DOtice, . 
but tbat they were .. well Jet elmte;-meaning, 
'1indOlJbtedly, the' 'eonduet ,of the Board ·of Coo-, 
trol; themembera of -wbic:beollecled them.I'feli 
togedler'io ... c:h a state 01 petfect hrmony' Mr. 
SlieridaJi . declued, , '80' inao' bad more ,er-al. 
':respect fortbe 'DOble lord thall himself, .. the DObie' 
.lord. "eO kne~ ~ bot- he could DOt help, remarking 
10 llllgular e' C1reumBtaoee u that whld. he W· 
DOtieed. • Ha't'ing.' therefore tIoue witlt 'th8t, he· 
would 'prOceed to -_y a' word or't"e-Dpoti lDIIIe' 
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mattera that bad' ,dropped. fromilie' two 1l0Dotabht, 
aild learned gentlemen,. (Mro . Adam', and, -Mr.· 
Scott) who .b~ ta~ell part· intbe Hebater relative,: 
to· theadmlDlstratioll Of. Lo~, .Nor'th.. " One. ot, 
them,{Mr, .scott) theb?norable and .l~ed gentle..., 
man who spoke lateshn tbe ,deba~' after' an ax:!. 
planatorywordor two· bad ,.said" "but that admi .. 
nistration is no more. and de mrwtuisflit uisi 6on"m.'~· 
Tbe·other· honorable and learned, gentleman, had 
forg?tten the. proverb I and so. far from speaking; 
nothmg bot .. good,. of :the .. .dead" ,had, pI:ofosel" 
poured forth hill grat~tode to Lis. right honorable.., 
friend, for baving. been,. the persevering .and .• oCa, 
eessful .instrument of~ extirpating. that adminilltnw. 
tWit. ':' The ,bQose ~would'.plellBe to,'obsel'!Ve, the! 
word extirpate., which, the h.onorable. and learnecL, 
gentleman i bad ~hQsen to. use 80 emphatically,. wu', 
.' word, that,. in two languages, 1!ore twojnterpre~. 
latioos, very opposite to each .other in their jmpQr~; 
They bad lately ,been,told, lhe,.hqwHl~ wooldre~. 
·collect, .. in PersiaI\,' ,to; exti.rpate",sigoified .... ,to; 
change. from ol)&.ituation to. a better.:' "Whether~ 
that -\1'88 the· sense i"which ~be" ,hooorable and,. 
learned gentlemaa meant to, use \t.".,he".knew. 
not; ·but ce~ainly,tboughseverall~rson8, fOJ'Qle~11:. , 
connected WIth ,Lord-•. North. ,an ,10 ,offi~\. uJlder, 
bim, bad possessed situatiolll.o£ high ra,nk., greu.; 
power,lgrea& patronage,. ,;a,nd.,great, .emolulIlfiliU;:j 
they, were uowchanged .into better ,8~toati.· Oll$,; and" 
. were in places of higher rank,. greater power,Jarger,; 
and mQre ex~nsi1<e patronage" and iJ;l~it~ greater i 
elJlolument.",.If! Willi ~videD.t, ,t,berefor~,.that,,""e 
de mortuis did Dot .pply. ,till the .,members of ,Lor4~ 
North'. admiRistrat\~ Dot~beiDg pel\d,,,b'4 many~ 

, of them. as the house saw:. alive IUld merry, a,t tha~ 
momeDt,', Mr~ SheridlUl .. ex~ pro~ed.ed. to, ~~ark,.. 
that .. an, houol11ble, .. nd. ~ learoe~ . gentl. em. an< hll.<li 
thought, proper ~:.call L:lrd., N arth' I .. a., J.veak.,..~ 
servile; lan4.a Cort:Dpt.. administratioos· a 41harga. 
'WbidL ""'lhon9rabl~. ~nd,..lc:a,9l~ p-iq~.«!ft~if.k~1 



repelled with l!quw elol\uence aDd ability:~ . Wba,&., 
ever there had been olBervility aud corruptnest iD 
Lord North'.admioistratipn; . the ,honorableaod 
learned geutremau, QVel' tbe way,; might best leara 
by enquiring of those about lIim. .Evident· it.mus' 
be,. no part of. tbose base passiontl was imputable 
to such friend. of Lor. N OI"th. as .at. ou the .• ide 
Df the house on wbich he :Irtood. Tbey bad beeD 
put to the .everest test; and to their eternal bOllor, 
they had evinced their steadiness, and truth. ;n tht· 
bonr of the severest trial! When the ends of Ie.\'­
vility . and corruption. were impOllSihle to be au-­
sweroo,. they had most manifested their affectioR 
to Lord North's penon; 'and, theirconecion.nesl 
~hat whatever there might be of tenility,md cor. 
mptiOD among hi. adherents, he. was bill1self ,a 
Itrauger to the existence of. either; and iJultead of 
lIleanly deserting his. party, ",he •. he.. was unfor,. 
:onately least. capable' of appearinlr 81 itt leader; 
~heir attachmr.nt. so far from dimiDilihing.ltrengtIJ· 
med with hi. inJirmities, ani grew with bi. decay. 
[lad it been possible (but .he knew Le.·"'81 putting 
10 impossible case) for those friends of lmd North 
0. have .remained 8ilent,.wllea . .be. Will! a,ttacked 
o illiberally and nnfaidY81 he' bad been, lh4t .da" 
lOt ooly when he'was absent. botmhen..tbe"very 
30M of tbat absence.'WeuldbavetJPerated.;o,," the 
aind of every Dan:lIIho macJe.Jbe-,.lightest prete. 
iOll8 to .ither taste· or feeling;, to ha~ made him 
hstaio fl'ODl any thing which .Jfon:.1.iMI appearan~ 
VeD. of leverity of aniowiTenioarlJllt j.IJe conduct or 
, minister, who, it ought to ... · reinembueti. bad 
,eur.denied .his.responsibilitYiJOOJ,ldesire4 w~ IIhnn 
aqniry.' Tholle who thought propeII', io ac~1O 1IJl-
1WJ'aIltably, might res~ __ ured; &haL .here . "",e 
nough of those .""hool the -we. lord had con~ 
imself with. woo·would·.aand. tip jn IDs;defepce. 
lid abieldllilcharad.er {&10m tlloee anjnst a8persio1¥' 
'hic!h. were' _ .extremely illiberal. '. Mr.'. S)1,eri~D 
eplied to the· l'eJDlll'k. oC ..Mr. BardlDge;, .1Ip.9J1 JU-
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lia\iingtermed'tbJ c1iim'or, 'occasion~cf'by'·tlie gtOh 
. fuiilrepresel'ltiltloris 'of' biS'rigbt' hond'ra.lM friend's 
biJI'; 'Whicb hall gone fortb;' a senk1esl! yell;. and, ,~ 
. answer 'to ':tlie' 'insintiatioit ~tliat" be 'badanywbel'e 
declared, that he bad 'advised bis 'tigbthOil0rable 
fri!!?d ~gaiilstt:le measn~e'; he,begl!:~~leave t~ den! 
havlDg ever g'IVeU 'IIucb Ilclvi:ce.' He bad,~dlffered 
Wi~b Ms, right honorable :friend RHto the mode of 
aoilJeHt;"imt ~s 'to tbe measure itself,,'he' bad: evet 

. 0, 'I ' 

~oili;idereil it as' 'Wise nudtnanly ;' \loch' as 'tbe nature 
Of' the, 'case,- 'and' the 6ece.~ity 6r i~ absolutely re­
qUired; baving been' nniformly-- ot opll!iolt;:tbat'hiil 
~jght honorable friend; 'would have "~cted ,in-consist.,. 
'~tlt ~lla"idl'y~ 'h~d, b~n:ot,gori~thelM~ lengltbJ~ 
'th~ eVIls td be-remelhed." He'dechn'ed';'tbat'the 
bill'tlkli' before , tllll\' 'bousej Md' IlIiffieieRtly'l!Iita'­
blisb~il: tll!! :'p'toptietj'tlt1' bis' righltb,irliira'ble frlendlll 
{,ill,' Iin4ptoved 't~e' j fdlI:f M"the ela~ot" tblithad 
1>~erii set op 'agahl'st"it:·'. Mr:! Sheridan I ob~ei'ved. 
\bat 'atibo,ndfuble' a'lidJle*ned fl'!eti~ ;(Mr!,~oOtt' 
'had quoted ,orne l;ido\t\;; whl~hhe hnllself baa stateii 
~o.: 'be,ba,d' ,~th~ri~lelt,to· pTo~e 'lbat,ibis hohbreMe 
frIend' bad ]!3.1d'nr'l'783;. wbat ~e had. neVer u,ttered-. 
·Sticb.lb?o~.s:eeHlii~l~ ~ereln~~:to',be "',eiied orr with 
lany !l'reaf' f1egree'bf'confidence ;"bot tbere'was tb 
~e footid 'iii tbosE! very books Va 'report 'of ~"attl bf 1L 
'lIpe~ch 'ot"the' boiiorablt!' !ind I learned" gent\em~i'I;lh 
:Stippai't! ''of thii''to'era'erty' of' whicb' bis~'recollection 
lb·oret.e·Sti~on·y: as ~Eiietm1d't1ecll\rei '!lpon his honot, 
,h¢weU~ememtieted"it"tb 'havtdiap' ed a'!l;it'wkrs 
~here'~MeilYv\-t."rllat':Whl!d tiIl!:i~~of its lbeihg 
1t~cf'de~JitW'bf'~be Cbati1~1I(jj.t, 69 the' Exchequer "to 
lllsso\ve' tlie' "riafliimknt. : hlur' bl!Jn'in 8is'eossion Ifn 
'\lnl.t. li,brike;1tfie 'h'odol'~bl~"1liiilI le~\'dect'J~i!n'lemlitl 
1ia~'stoOd ntl"d.rl!n~s\iredl(he lloiilie ltlilitlit1\el'ti~ 
:lJidr)'orable' Ig~ntl~in';lii I bad' ild ~lIbclf ~ etfn1!lfilliti6il~1 
''P'titpo~~;ta~~bfh!ili 'e~lla; it, ifl"illW'rJpl~dgrDg 
'~Imseft" to ue.' 'th~ 'firsf."omaftOi6"Cdiite1foi'iV'aro ·aba 
'mbvr'lln''i)'n'peacfuiienf;'if 'the 'rl~t tionorable ~I!tl­
'fleman shbuId' take II 'sfef; oI1su<!h! ~ 'ilatln'e(!~ 'Ttie 
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step, they all knew, h!id been. taken; and it w .. · 
equally weU known, that tbe honorable and learned, 
rentleman ,had not moved the impeachment. 
He well remembered the argumentS urged at the 
bal: of the bonse, with 50 much eloquence, by 
the . honorable and learned fen tieman, who had 
that day attackedt~ bill ,0 . hi. right honorable 
friend. He well remembered, also, a quotation, 
wbich the honorable and learned gentleman had 
applied ia .tbe COU1'118 of his argum~nt. and which 
at. the time had. made a .great impre8lion 011 

the house. Had not tbe honorable and learned 
gentleman been in parliament, and had he been 
employed on tbis'occasion a. counsel (or the Ea,rt...: 
India Company, he would doubtlell have used the 
ume argument, and the same qnotation a. the lat­
ter. "ith peculiar force, applied to the right honor­
able gentleman, who had IDtrodnced the bill then 
"'pon tbe table. Mr. Sheridan here read the qnota.. 
tion, and tben ,added, that .. tbe honorable and 
~amed gentleman, :and. many ot,hera on tbe aam8· 
side of tbehoose, had spoken In term. of gr~ 
reJirobation and severity o( his right honorable 
friend's bill, he had a right to contend, that they 
,well knew it did not dese"e what they had said 
.of it; or that if they tbought it did d~e what 
they .said of it, they had by their actions and their 
coudnct contradicted their Jleutiment&. Mr. She­
.ridan e~plained this by BIking, if tbe majority of 
that house really tbought his right honorable (riend, 
himself, and all the~ friends, men of lOch principles 
as . they ascribed to the anthon and IIIpportera of 

JAh. Fox's East-India biD; it _likely that they 
,would since have raised them to a raDk of lUCIa 
;exaltation and honor, of ncb high tmat and cooli­
:dence,u to have elJtrnIted them with the conduct 
·alld management of a .eanse, in wbich. the Jlory 
:aq!1fame of tbe nation, the honor of ~is MBJeRy • 
. aad the lustre of his au .... the dipity of botk 
~ _of parliament,.and ~ joatice of the legis-. , 



lil.itire; were deeplY interested atiiIjn*olvedl' ~ claM 
the: house" have 'honored: tbem 'wIth' so 'extraor1 

din~ty; so de~icatt;; andilodi~inguisbed~'mark Cif 
tbelr confidence; If they bad' been enemies ,to the, 
constitiJtion-' violatei'll oftbe law-"-and pilrSOns' who 
treated tbe private rights of individuals witb'levity. 
and indifference. Tbe reverse must be tbe fact; and to 
assert otberwise would be to libel the house of co mil 
'Jtioiis;andvilify itinthe grossest mailDer~"In tbar 
trust, his rigbt honorable friend, and all who shared 
the trostwith them,~sessed tbe bigbest power,' 
and the most dignified patronage I 'they' had the 
power of retrieving the national character, and estab"t 
Jisbing, beyond all question, its title to ~e clln"; 
sidered as the impartial dispenser of justice'; 'they 
hel~ ~e" patrona~e 'of protecting the 'inn,?cent,-o~ 
pUD\shuig the guilty! An office of the: hIghest holl 
DOur had thus been be8towed on bis rigbt honorabM' 
friend; an office of' a far, different nature, and mori 
congenial to hi,S feelin~s, than that which had beeU: 
bestowed on the right nonorable gentleman opposite 
to him: ' To use'inftuellce and prostitute' power wall 
as suitable to 'the temper ortbe one; as to do justice 
and avenge tbe injnred,' was congenial to tbe senti~: 
meots of the other. ' Long, therefore, miglithiS 
right bonorable' friend; continue so 'emr.lo!ed, a, 
'Btrahgerto'coprtsand all their vicious de USlOO •• ," 

" •••• •••. ' r' 

" TAo Ao.ul. Djt~ imdul'o;. 'tIW~.u' n.,i ~ hili. ~ 
mgrDlltd," ",Yu210: .... 122. " ;'" : 1 
~ • _. 'I ",' I • I • • . ~ ,' •. ~ 
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: " 1!4ri S"EalJ)!l.llf (:Ilnsidereti the cl~Qse. at involv4 
mg aV,efY i/llportan~ ~oDstituti,nal question, an4 
1hefefore . be wished. it to be. POlltpolleli until th .. 
p1orrow" tha~ gentlemen might have an oppo.,tunity 
ef consiqering it with that attentive deliberatiolJ 
:whj<;h it really merited. The question put by tb, 
JiIl~or!llJle,ge~tlemaD (Mr, HusHey) whether ,th, 
/l.rtificera had.yet! been; enlisted. and. attested II!! 
~oldiers, ~al) pot been .anawered. And. lUI he con­
peiyecJ. t~ it W~~~.Y material ,to the di,cUMion of 
~be da\lfie in dispute,. he trusted that IIOQlO gentl~ 
lDaD on the. !lth~r .. id.e pf the honse W9uld condeBcen4 
to reply to .It. ":"" . , .' '. ,. . 

: TM F"lu:.. hamg &em put and ctWrktl, tTud tIu Tnll h rtad II 
· tltirtlt_. tlu !ip<ak ... btftmNtltlu hotue Nrst It __ tlu Ii .... 
to _ ay _tbantl l1li ,lIo 6ill. Mr. JhuMg .,It .. """"'" .•• Tlutt 
Ik clmut fur '6Ulfjeetlng tIu arlifiar. t. 11Ii/iJaly dilcipli1le, . h /eft 
filii·" . . , 

'. .' _0 • " ~ 

- . lIr. Sheridan declared. that bo conId oot avoid 
reprobating the very dangeroWl doctriae laid do". 
·by the honorable and learned gentleman (Sir Charlet 
Gould'). jll it be troe (continued be) thatth&King .• 
-can raise any number of troop. without the cooseDt 
of parliament; or, "hat ill the same tbiDg, DOt 
.. oted by parliament, he ill then independent fA palt­
liament as Jong as he has mouey to pay those troopt. 
l\Ir. Sheridan denied that any such power could be 
.executed by the King .on constitutional priocipJea. 
lIe maintained, that every man wLo exceede4 tb!l 
number limited by the mutiny bill, did not coine 
under the mutiny -tct; nor,' eonsequently, under 
military law. He took notice of (what he described 
as) the singular manner in which the warrant di­
rected tbe men to-be attested, that if they were oot 
.found to be good carpenters, masons, bricklayers, 
collar-makers, miners,. &c. of which the noble duke 

· .• S;.. Cbufa, preriou to doe q __ .. doe IhinI ~ 01 
• lIill ~ put, ....-ted doe right of His Majaty to w., IroopI 
-.... IIae:failhof.&beir bao, afknard .. l!...... d.., Pad;'m=t.. _ .. . 



(Richihonay-,t&s 'to-be' tli.e.~JudgefltHey migliD 
be ;r.~d;liced·4t.hi~ lll~as\l,re ,-r~'ul' .~i~.eJ,>en,c~o't6 si;J(~ 
pe~,f~AAY"\ It ,wru.\fi~ted.als!l.~ III \~hewarran~ 
thai ,tbOSe.,meruvere, tq, he'1employ~'.n the, forii6 .. 
eationi;' Oon'siMribg:tbe',tIObledltke'~" passion 'fo~ 
WilimryprDje<;ts!\.the, 40)1$~ ou.ghtlQ be' W\lt~hful o( 
~eryyppol't\1\lity :lJ':\ll,cl1 .. he, mIght .e\l1brac~ Qf 'gr~ 
tifyiog 'hisfav.ori.te ,pursuit t,;and be w()ul~DO ..Illub& 
employ' tbese 'six tl1ipdl'ed IDeo; 'ilS he dldth,peOD~ 
;,i~ts;o~ ,a.Whciple 'of; eCo,~my\:.' :.\' . \ ..... '~." "i 
" 'M .. :Htuiy'~ rimeluhnmi wM"'gatiD.dlDitk ...... di.uion.· "-"~') 

."" .• I .... .' -.. ..~'" ~ .~,. 

j ... : :' 

il ;.,,:'~ !1:ol.MAltdB'-i4 .. ;'ui _~ ',,'.;1, I\~',-r 
Po.,' '~d-' f'_d 1/ ,'I i t: },1',1" .~;: ;r., ."";' "'C'" ':' i.t" ".0: 

'" " J:P~~"'TQB.Y.;l1l.u1i ~NDI4.lULL •. 
,',' -~' ,P'" -, •• . . ! ,'I. . ,. 
, Mr. Pitt _d tile orthr< of 1M ddyftw' file third nailing' II.f 
fhi. bin, imd tllefUDlitm Amnng ~ pat ., 7'1uIl tlu· bill be ."., 
rut!. tlt;,-d time,"'" ImoJ: diM:alliDrl mtIIItd i· t/le -tjllUliIm beinfl 
fIllk7 dfl1l"7t/Jea '-' dWitk4.4¥u. (fur r<l!ding, ~ bill~, third timf) 
l~ ~ .~,~ .. .t; I'\':' J~ G~~ __ ,.;< ,f !" ", . ~ •. _1 ,J ,I_"J 

l.iM;r.",Su'ERmAfN l)egged 1eave-'to' submit to~h~ 
hou~i: ~lause;1b'f·wa:f of ridet,'Wbicli he proposed 
t~ brin~:'tip"itiId:'8hneX'~f.(J 'the' bill. ,The object 'ot 
tlitl eilluse W tit limitthe'doration of tile' Board Of 
e6Iitrol; tand ron6ne- j~ Ito the period of thecbartet" 
existence;~; Mr.' ~heridan justified 'biS moving' "Ii 
tla\'lSe''bji\vB1of Tider; by th~ frequentex.ample!of 
tbt!' other \ride of the ·)louse t and'saidi that it' wai 
'extremely '~ilceSl!aTY that. ~thecompany;' w~eu thelt 
charter expIred and deprIved them ilf their' exclnt: 
sive 'monopoly of trade, should-not . any.loilget<b4 
liable to the superintimdance of the BOard of Cont 
trot:·: He read the:clailse to the honse, ,and' moved 
fo" leave to brio'" itup'" '"" ."':! '.' ; ; Ci ",.,., ,., b.·' . 

'~'l";";';;' ~;.....' 'f"';'" tke ci.'mr. M;:Pilt',ha,;,.,k 
that. Iu felt hiwdJ U1JJkr J::!.ectaity of rtrisfing tlu 1II4tiolJ; ,. 
tdtut, in t/lejirrt l'l8ce, illDtl8 wholly ""nte<8IlIJ',J .... tile Boartl if 
.o.ml'<>l attlllliled IDIdg ... tile civil tmd rniIMary ~~""" of lftdi;I. 
pad RIll wpIifJ ~ a_ce of l/Ie C~~..Y~ 'i~.,ID~~':1i};c 



as 
eAmtr ~ 1M Co "MY upirr4, If It tItIIIIU "'" .. __ ~ 
",. IldriMsbk to ......... it fill" • frullltrWI ~ gar" 1M IAnt .m..l 
Iilulilpa ~ 1M _pmoy IDI>Uld -Uy prMJIlI tinrmutalfU td 
• dimuMd ill lIMIt __ • _II eir_"-,, for~u-t to Ild 
.. ,...., It _. tIuIYf-.. IlitcAl!l iIItpr&pa to .. rei,.. ""1 _1Ij 
'Iu pMiMu tAm I. Ie bn'flli'" iII/ .. IIpst_ /Jniriu ... fill' ~ 
Ie t:IIfIld eoll«llie _diRg oj 1M etmu.. .. 1M lunuwllbk 8m&. 
""'" IuuI .. eod iI. rwttoitJuttmdirrg IriI 'lfluIiMu /III 1M iMecur. . 
~ bilU -' cltnuu 1':""ord b!l _ ... ",- .. ItU,;,u ~ ,f., 
..... ,iI .,.,. to imtmfceli!l drnm. ("'Jr. SIkrida .",... 
Mg _ ~ at 14U) .,..'" CIIDnuJ/",.1Ij 1M ~ """d. if 
1M _ ,. fUgatirle """.th "mul .. /migtr," _ m.rttd ill Ii. 
Uptm llu wllDk. M ttnIIidercd tile e1mue .. -/no, mul .. atller esJ. 

- euJatcd I. tIIIIW!f .... iIuWuzlillll ... pu wllDk bill. tItaa to - ., 
fillll" -"',. J1II'1IO«. 

Mr. Sberidan ansWered, that it was, undoubtedly, 
peculiarly becoming .the other side of the house to 
stand npon verbal pr~ion, !fben they the~8elvN 
were 10 remarkably mattentlveto that 'partIcular. 
The words .. and DO Jonger," were, it was true, 
omitted in the dause, all he sopposed. througb the 
mere error of the engrossing clerk i-the errol: 
wrut easily set right. But, from the whole of tb. 
right honorable gentleman', ~b, it was clear 
that he. was utterly ignorant of every part laud 
principle of his OWD bill :-au ignorance which be 
had manifested all through the proceeding'. The 
Board of, Control had already extended their in­
tenerence to the commercial 'concerns of the com. 
pany. In illustration of the Nabob of ..\reel., witb 
which. through a false and forced cooltntctiun of a 
treaty, the, Board of Control bad interfered. aud 
~jlllltly ananged them. Another illegal interfereDU 
'Was in the a8air of the claim made npon the com.­
pany by go.,emment; on account of the two IacU 
per regiment. The Conrt of Directon bad de!rired 
time to. inquire whether they stood indebted to go­
.emment or not. They bad.Jaid the case befure 
their counsel, and his aU8Wer had been, that the 
demud was illegal. They then said. that they 
would write to their servants in India, and get an 
naet account of the &Ubject matter of that claim. 
They prepared the dispatches accordingly, and sent 
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them to the Board of Control.' Tberight honorable 
gentleman then went, ill his capacity .offirRtin 
the commission, and there altered the company's. 
dispatches; making the directors mistake their own 
accounts, and' put them into socha form as must 
defeat the .object of their inquiry in India. .. 
, Aft ... jurt"'" con"",lIIfilm 11u quutiDR """ put DR tlu molilm • 

• TIuzt tlu .tmue b. brought up," and it p/Uled ift the mgati... .. . 

TIr£ Speok ... ne.rt put tlu fllUlion .. Tlua tlu bill d .... w'poU." . 

Mr. Fo:t now adverted to tile ~Iions that had, ift tlu cour •• Of 
flu tUbat .. , been BIJ oftm Blated rdati.e to the interf........ of tlu 
Board·of Control in tlu commercial coneerru of tlu eomprmy, anti 
IDhids Iu BDid, had nco ... receioed any 01"'" reply, than IlIlfh a. WD 
4ft inmh and (I 'llllJClmy to commDft ....... If tlu right hanoroli'" 
gentltmflfl did ... t cluue to giv. any intelligible _, the harue' 
vnndd form it. own CDfUJEruiQn Oft hi. silence. . . 

Mr. DrmdJI. admitted, that tlu Board of Control had .... legal 
QlJ/hority what .. er to iaterfere in .tmy mOftner in the commercial . 
con..,.", of llu company; and Iu IDIII eqlJDlly ready to tldmU llua 
the Court of Dinctor. had no legal tl1Jtlun'ity what ..... to and "'" 
tliJpIItcluB to Iftd;" through tlu rllediam of tIIrir ltetd' committee. 

• RMving made both tlu .. admimontl, Iu acknowledged, that tlu Court 
of Diiutor., wilhing to tDlu tlu cO/tDR troth DR tlu CODIIt of Bom-
6ay into tlu company" own honth, ift orthr to IIJpplythtir Chi ... 
trade from 8...gal;' rmd bowi,,/: tluzt tlu ........ oj their deBign tU­
JB1Ided 011 """cy, Gftd that !I they BrnI their dilpatcluB from the . 
In:rtt committee, toki"K "P'" thmuel ... , at ·tlu BDm< tim., tlu re­
'POftBi/Jility of tlu ....,.".,.., which they IDere aware Will illegal. 
Under these cirtunlllGftttl. the dilpatch ClIme to tlu Board of Control, 
Bigned by tlu chairmmJ and Mr. Man,hip. (I g."tlonaft cwtai,,{y 
not utrtmJyfrieadly to tlu bollTd; anti the liosrd becamt, if tlu . 
haUIe cholt .. to plJralt it. blind iftItmmrnl. in tlu hantI. of tlu Court 
of Dinctor,. Gftd mb.CI'ibed lheir Bignaturtl to tlu dilpat.h. Thil. 
"III the whole of tl&at t,arlBlJCtion. Tiu Board of Control ftfilher 
mggtrted th. rntallln, nor took any other part ill the oJfair than he 
Iuid lIlated. ' 

Mr. F ... IIIIIIDtred, tluzt jrtnn .. hat the right hanorabk gen­
tit!l1lllf& had Blated, tlu Board of Control. it teQl cvidetlt. had 
acted illegal/v.: becalJlt, if they had .... t lent their onthority in 
llu CtJIt in question. tlu dilpatcr... could ftol have been ...., to India" 
through tlu rmlmDful medinm of tlu ItCTd eommittee. Mr. F"" 
took oC&MiJm. in tlu ......... of hiI opeedI. to olMnw. tluzt tIM .".;,. 
aiur& of tlu _do .. and no longp"," really pro .. d. upon inguiry, . 
to have bet .. (I mere cleriral error, a. tlu wortI. were in hiI honorable. 
friend', mamucript, .. hich Iu WIIIrtad!l ,to produet. ' 

·Mr. Sheridan denied that the right ho~or8blll 
VOLoII. D 
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gentleman opposite him had given a true accollnl 
of the transaction. 'l'he Board of Control had donE 
more than the right honorable gentleman had de. 
scribed. They had not acted as blind instrumentll 
but as beings perfectly possessed of sight, TheJ 

'. had altered the dispatch, by omitting a sentence, 
(which Mr. Sheridan read.) Mr. Sheridan added, 
that, as all hope of defeating the bill was then over, 
he would not trouble the hOllse any more thall 
merely to take five minutes of their time in reading 
a statement of the different characters of the twe 
India bills; a matter the more necessary, since, in 
the whole course of the debates, the bill of hill right 
honorable friend appeared to have been mnch mis­
understood. Mr. !Sheridan here proceeded to read 
the paper at length. \Vhen he was abont hall 
through, he was interrupted by 

Sir Robm Smytla, WM duirul u 1moUJ tlu tRdlrbrlly rf tJu 
ptJ1H!1' I tmd wltdlier it _ "" tdrad jrlltll II pamphld, or (I __ 

IIUlhmtie dDcummt. ff it tIItI't tile 1IItin', it mig'" be laid OIl tJu 
t4bk ""d printul for tile .... tt/ tlu 1MIIII>er •• 

1M ~ theloMl tlaot tile lIotwrabk ~mllmunt _ pn;{tdlJ 
in order to rttuI flu paper IIIptIrl tt/ AU".w.. 

Mr. Sheridan said, he bad before stated, that the 
paper was a description and compari.on of lIr. 
Fox's India bill, and Mr. Pitt's India bill; drawn 
up carefully by himself; and extremely uecessary 
for gentlemen to attend to, as it would give a per­
fect comprehension of each. 

AjUr ~Ir. Slatridm& Iuul ~_ tMtIIIg" tile p"p". tile F."'­
_ ptd. "nat tile bill do ptIII," ",1IidI _ airriuI IlJitlJorll II _ri ..... 

APRIL 18. 

CONDUCT OP THB ADlIIlI.ALTY, RELATIVE TO 
. , .,:!,HE PROMOTION 0 .. ADMIRA.LS. 

By .. order '" -aJ, tlttttl in tile ,,- 1718, """ ~ 
II> tile lorth eo ·1Ii ....... Iff tile BottrrI tt/..AtbItirwIIy; tIuy lire Iii-
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reeled to pr_d in tM Promotion of iyjicm,., tA. rlJllk of . admi­
ral.. in 1M fIIrI1!J. IlCCIIrdinK to tM 8e1liority of 8JlCA ~ffi"''''' "pon 
Ihe list of captaim. regord BIlly had to their bt:inI( duly qualified 
for tM rank to ",hieh they .hall be promoted. lJy (J BUb .. qumt 
order of 1747. the lord. of the Admiralty tJr" aut/wri8ed to BUper­
annuate BUCh ""plain. of ionK ond meritoriOtlB ""';ce GB aAall b. 
dUabkd from ""';nK GB tZtlmirau. by a... or infirmity. undtr tM. 
titk o{admiral. ,,]'on tMBUperannuated list: or, GB it ;, commBIIly 
""Ikd. the list oj yelllJlD admil·au. In (J promotion 1lIIllk by the 
Board of Admiralty. on tM 15th of 8eptember. 1787. in whicla 
Iizt .... caplainB were promoted to 1M flaK. upward. of forty cap­
laim Iaod bern p .... d 00.... Ihe greater ptJrt of which Iaod 1M 
'Iif... made tltnn. of beinK put upon the BUperannuated Ii": but 
coru:eivinK themstlIJU mlitled from their past. and their ""parity for 
juture Bm1ice. to the rank of actinK admirat.. th<y ref_d the 
rureat tlaot WGB 'lifertd tfum: muJ had ",d<aDored. but u..;tlaout 
meceu. t. obtain their re-utabli8liment from tM Bom'd of Admirally. 
TAil Ftial prumotion Iaod occasioned /J great and Keneral disguBI: 
.nd upecially amo1lK" the 'lfficers of tA. fIIrI1!J. wlao were .Itirmd. 
to find. /llilt 1M ezpectationB of reward for Ih, iongut muJ most 
meritorio ... ""';«" Wert to be dependent upon the c.price of tM 
fir" lord of the Admiralty: and it w.., tlaerefore. thouKht a praper 
BUlIject for parliamenlary animad,..,.';on. Accordingly; on the 1811a 
of April. lIfr. 8GB/ard rno!ltd in tM lao .... of comm .... "Tlaot the 
~ do rt80l.e ilBtlj into /J commiUee of tilt whole 1aouBt. to trUJuire 
into the CORd""t of the Boord of Admiral/y. to""hing the late 
promotion to tM flag." As thil motion Wtllt to /J direet cIaorKe of 
ministerial milcondu.ct agaimt the first Lord of tA. Admiralt.,!. 
muJ ilia. free from the otyeelion of iut"jerinK improperly on the 
Junetrom of the "",cati .. ~ ........ ment. it WGB neuBBIlT!f to meet it 
"pon the diltincl meril. oj the c.... In BUPPtJrf of the premmp-. 
Ii ... of milconduet. Mr. BGB/ard "ated the C"'eI of c"ptainB 
Balfour. 1'Iwmp ..... Uvedale. Slaerley. Bray. MId Loforey. and 
Ift'eral otlaer. Wert mentioned in the cour .. of tM debate. .Witla 
the view of ointiatinK 1M ,,"f_able conclusion tn "" .. , seemed 
Btrongly to "'pport. it WtII argued by the Claoncellar of the Es­
cheqUn'. in defence of lhe Admiralty. that ...... of the circu.mBlanceI 
aUeged _.dto more tfum a negati .. proof llaot the '!Ificers ia 
pution. UItre Rot di8qual!fted for the rank for which lhey cOll­
t?",<d: but tlaot WMrc a .. Ieetion WG8 to be made, (and that /J ..lee­
tion WG8 expedient would apptor. not only from tM "niform FtJCtice 
of ~'" """Y. but from the great ezp ..... and ..... dry i ...... ..,.;.,. ... 
tDilkJa "'?""l uruJfJOidobly reeulI from an ..... load.d list ~f flaK 
~) .t 10GB .. eCUBary that a di&crdionary pow ... of maki'K that 
",lectwn. Bhould be Iodgtd in t'" comrnillioner. of lhe Board of 
Admiralty. H. ad"'illtd that IMy were rtBp"";ble to parliament. 
in lhe .... of thai diICTrtion: and that ",he_era.",. It'''' made 
out. -K """'IFh ,., W67TMlt a 8lUpicion of 8JlCh ow ... a. d ...... ed 
c ......... or prmi""'-t. it WG8 the indispenBable duty-of the house 
oj COIlItIIonI,., proceed to enquiry. But '" denied that mch /I cue 

D2 
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lulli. f1I4tle Md.-It Iuul ROt • IIlttg.tl tlud t""" "'u IIItg 
ojfinr oj ine .... p""" merit tnIlIIIIg" Ihole who fJJtfY prtnIIbttd, 
.... fDhtml /J elurrg. oj pIJI"tiolilg or e"""ptiDn could be illlntthd. 
It hod not bmJ aum,d thollM fir" toriJ fDa, aelutdtd b/l eiJher 
malice. Dr lIIty oinU/tr _Ii... Ioward, lho",,,,ho hod bmi pulttl-
0...,.. "l"!' ",/Ue" M _ttl be thorg.d wit" injUllIa or opprtIfi4rt. 
1M poml to be d.tided by 1M Junia fDa,. wMlhtr 11Ity uuld infer 
fitml 1M "altmml 11Ity hod Mard. thot IMjudgmmt oj 1M fir. 
lord Ilpo1I proj,monal ..mt IDIU ROt 10 b. /nul.d: but DUghl to be 
t:l1fTtdtd by their,. Sue" II eare mig'" rnu/,qubt,dJy Dti'U1": bul 
M ",amrd tM horue oj th. rnUtAiif, thot fDDtlId iru:witllblg arUI 
Jrtml opening lheir dDfln. fllithoul Ih_ mad pall'!'bt. D7fd urgtm 
rw:UIiI,/I. 101M dimuliM& of projUliontJl fWZIifieatiDnl, tmd tM 
1It~/iIIIIIIeIIt oj milittny prl11llDliDn. 

Mr. DumIo. etmInultd IlKtJinIt tM moIion. u it fDDltltI. if ettrrle4. 
produt. lime lwo bod _qumm :-FIr". llud aU frtIrrr. pr_ 
litnU ""'" be by rotatiDn .lIItd _Drilg: ad run. lhot no fiNl 
lord oj tM Admiraltg tDDIIId. -f-<, IflIdtd lIimMlJ til _II till 
iRf'lirg /JI thot ""'" prDJlOltd : .. 1UcA, of flLUllilg. IHUId 1IIII1u Aim 
priftr /I promo/iDn by ....writg tII~oruibilitg, ""d 1M CtrltJintg 
oj diIohliging. Mr • .DuntIIJI jruli Lord HDfI1<', eontluct. by 
.. ying that ... ptrlOll had imprde II t:IJfT1tpt or linilter mDliH til 
llie roob/e Wtorml: tmd it IDIU ROtwal for Aim. who _ ruporuibk 
for tilt '!IT"m lie mrplt!gul. til 7IIIIfu lhale tIIpIm... tulmirtzh, ill 
",hole Iunuh lit uuld tnut AU e/ulraettr tDit" tile JrtiJlul eonfo. 
tlerca. 

Mr. SHERmAN said, he sbould have declined ri­
Bing, had he not beard fromtheargnment oftbe rill"bt 
honorable and learned gentleman opposite to him, 
tbat no one captain bad been promoted bnt loch u 
the noble visconnt could have a confidence in. That 
was (l\Jr. Sberidan said) tbe only consi...tent reason 
wbich had been given for the promotion. Mr. She­
ridan went into a statement of the number of ad­
mirals on the liat; and, after having mentioned the 
variom different detleription.s. declared, tbat when 
the promotion took place, there were twenty-four 
admirals, at least, as able in body and spirit u 
those last made. To what, then, WaJI the lalll pro­
motiou to be ascribed ? Was it done in a time of 
war? No; it was not; but on the mere romonr 
of a war. The right honorable gentleman bad 
_ked, .. Would that bouse ~d to judge of the 
qlJiliJicatioDli for admirals?' ThDlI the right ho-
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norable gentleman always led them from the ques­
tion. They would not pretend to judge of the qua. 
lifications for admirals; but one tbing they surely 
judged of, and that was, whether the Admiralty 
acted, in their promotions to the flag, consistently 
with their own rules. 'fhe fact was, they had not 
done this. In the case of Captain Laforey, the 
right honorable the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
said, that the }'irst Lord of the Admiralty had laid 
it down as a rule, that officers, taking a civil em .. 
ployment during hostilities, abandoned their pr~ 
tensions to military preferment. He admitted it 
was a good rule. A.nother rule was, that no person 
of bodily infirmity was entitled to promotion j­
that was a good rule likewise. Again, any officer; 
who had not heen at sea in the course of the pre. 
ceding war, was not to be promoted to a flag; and 
this was a third good rwe. But their rules Rnd 
their conduct did not agree. Captain Laforey wa. 
set aside, and Sir Charles Middleton promoted, 
though both holding civil employments, taken by 
eachjlogrante belW. Sir John Lindsay-for it was 
necessary to speak. ont-though a most rel'pectable 
officer,labonred nnder such bOdily infirmity, that it 
was not likely he should go to sea again; whilst 
Captain Robinson, one of Lord Rodney's captainS; 
who 1000t a leg in the action of the 12th of April, 
was liuffered to limp away from the Admiralty 
withont employ, though otherwise hearty, and as 
fit for service as ever. As-there were twenty-fonf 
admirals on the old list fit for service, and no ser~ 
vice very likely to be wanted soon, the late lroma­
tion could not 'be justified on the princi pIe 0 state­
necessity; and' the moment this principle was 
abandoned, ;n came the principle of honorary re­
wards and 'emoluments; under which constructioll 
the late promotion fully merited the charge of 
being partial, capricious, and oppressive. Mr. She. 
ridan said, he liked the minister'. argnment or 
responsibility j but he feared it would not milch 
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hurt them, as he observed it always came from 
themselves. Their responRibility was, to confell 
that they were respon~ible, but to stop all enquiry, 
and prevent the house from deriVing any benefit' 
from their responsibility. He differed a little from 
his right honorable friend, lIII to that honse only 
having a power to interfere with the executive 
department, for the purpose of censure or punish. 
ment. He agreed with Lord Kaims, who had well 
observed, that there was nothing like abuse, or 
even suspicion of abuse, in the eXt'cutive depart­
ments of government, of wbich that house could not 
take cognizance. That house had a right to inter. 
fere, whenever it" thought necessary; and to go 
to the crown with wholesome admonition. The 
promotion, if not enquired into, would break the 
h~art of the navy, and perhaps ruin the service. 

TM frtaIim& fIeing prd. tile Iunute tlillided; d!f<6 J 34: _ 
164.° 

MAY 6. 

WAYS AND MEA.NS. 

TM drdw of tlu 4tJy ftlr ~ Wo. -mltte '" emuitler " 
flu ""'JP ".,{ -. ~ rimJ, tile IIotue mtRt mID d eMlllRiltu. 
tmd .......... fJD11<N "",.. rif ...... 4'" tlu _. Mr. Pitt t1pnud tlu 
............ ad ill II 1",,& 'PUm. flrgwd .. t/ud toe Iuul tlu fairat 
~ ftlr -fiJettee; t!Jllt .... "-'4 fUll tnlly "fjoy .-pt. jtDulI 
jar tk liljuidatioa of nny ...... brd .u" jt1t' ~ "" tlu 
put JIIITlI'* t1J IAe We 1Irr",,& __ tlu utiaetiOll " 1M tspitttl 
of ".. debt: 8re-

Mr. 'SHEIUDAN remarked, that, however invidi. 

• The wry iocoDsiderable majority by "bic:b the ..an.ta 
defeated the enquiry. _.aged Mr. B..1aId 10 .. ake IIJJOIlwr 
attempt.. On the 29th of A.priI be 8IOftd .. Tbat it ;. higloly 
injurious 10 the oervice, ud auj II5t. to let aside ti_ promotioa 
10 /lags. meritorious oftio:mI of lIf'PIored oenico. who are DOt 
precluded "y the orden of Hi! Majnly iD eouociL· After. 
debaIe of oeveraJ houn, the bouse dmded on the jlie ...... __ ; 
_220; ayesl69. 
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ODS it might seem to start objections to so flattering 
~ statement of the re.venue,and increasing re-' 
sources of the country, as had been ju~~ given J:>y, 
the right honorable gentleman;' it was necessary 
to dispel the delusion under which this country had' 
been acting for some time, anlj. to detect the falla.­
cies which were still attempted to be imposed on, 
the public, and continue that delusion, The right 
honorable gentlemall had entertained the house 
with an ac('ount of the sad state of the' French 
finances; and he, for one, wished 80 well to that' 
part of the right honorable gentleman's argument, 
that he hoped the :French finances would always bl1 
found in as bad, or even a worse situation, when­
ever the right honorable gentleman should have' 
occasion to draw such a comparison as he had now 
done. But how had they fleen reduced to tha( 
miserable state, in which they were represented to 
be? By doing that which we had done, and were 
continuing to do. The French had net faced their 
situation; and by endeavouring to impose on them­
selves, and to make it appear better than it really 
was, they had rendered it infinitely worse than it 
might have been. 

Not, however, to dwell upon thl). situation of our 
rival, or to triumph, because it was worse than our 
own, the real question before the committee was, 
to consider, whether our receipt was equal to oUl: 
expenditure. The annual expenditure for the peace 
establishment, as now stated by the right honorable, 
gentleman, waS to be in future 15,624,0; 01. This 
might, therefore, be considered as ground to argue 
from; since, however much it might exceed that 
sum, it could )1ot reasonably be expected to fall 
short of it. In order to make up an income equal 
to this expenditure, by taking the recei pts, not on 
an average of several years, but one year only, and 
making up the accounts from April, 1787, to April, 
1788-instead of from January to January-, 'a re­
venue was produced on paper of 15,702,000/. Mr. 
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Sheridan contended against the accuracy of tlri. 
statement; and said, the report of the committee 
appointed to enquire into the state of the fin8ncel 
in 1786, would put the matter in 8 clearer light. 
The annual expenditure Willi there stated to be 
15,390,000/.; and the annual revenue RI there 
stated, witb 100,0001. additional taxes, fell very far 
short of that sum, jf fairly calculated. If the right 
honorable gentleman, instead of the receipt of the 
last year-which was acknowledged to have been 
more productive than any former year had been, 
from accidental causes that could not be expected 
to operate for another year-had taken, 8S he ought 
to have dene, the average of 1786 and 1787; the 
produce of all the taxes would have appeared to be 
no more than 2,389,000/.; making, With tbe addi. 
tion of tbe land and malt taxes, 15,250,0001. j­
which would have fallen short of the expenditure. 
as now stated, 374,(1001. This was as near the 
truth as could reasonably be presumed, from the 
circumstances of the country and the revenue, linee 
the peace; and this was the situation which tbe 
committee was bound in duty to meet and to pro­
vide for; instead of endeavoring to impose on 
themselves and the public, and 'delaying to apply 
the remedy till it might be too late. 

Another circumstance he felt himself obliged to 
controvert, was, the means by which tbe right ho­
norable gentleman made up his estimates of the 
expenditure. Whilst be added to the estimates of 
the army, he allowed no addition to the estimate of 
the navy. 'Vas it really hi. opinion, that the 
expense of the navy in 1790, would Dot exceed 
J,80fl,OOO/.? For tbe ordnance, iudeed, be allowed 
]0,000/.; but took 110 notiee of the.expense of for­
tificatious; which, in the West Indies aloue, he had 
formerly stated would amount to between 2,000,0001. 
and 3,000,000; and taking fortifications, as it W88 

. most reasonable to do, at the largm estimate, (for 
they seldom fell ~bort in point of expense, whateYer 
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they might in point of ntility,) therew ) flit~~ 
wanted 300,0001. for the West hdies alon ail6'1 
on the whole, from 700,()001. to 800,000/. H b~, 
jected, also, to the estimates for miscellaneous 8 
vices; which. he contended, must exceed 74,2241., 
the snm for which it was made out. 

He came next to consider the shifts to which (he 
observed) the right honorable gentleman had re­
Borted, in order to defray the extraordinary expenses 
of the year. Five hundred thousand pounds were 
to come from the Ea.~t India Company. They 
were to pay 300,0001. last year; and he had then 
objected to the right honorable gentleman's taking 
credit for a Mnm which the company had not ac­
knowledged to be due. No part of that sum had 
been paid into the exchequer; and, because the 
payment had been. and was still, disputed by tlte 
company, credit was again taken for a much larger 
sum; which he firmly believed would no more be 
paid than the former. The company had denied 
that they owed any such sum to government; they 
had drawn up a case for the consideration of coun­
sel; and if the facts were as they were stated to be, 
he had no scruple in saying, that the claim of 
government was not well founded 

The right honorable gentleman amused the com­
mittee with fine stories of the increase of our trade 
and shipping, aud the ilouri,hing state of our fishe­
ries; but, instead of entering into any exemplification 
of what he had advanced on that subject--the truth 
of which he wished as much to rely on as any man 
-he begged leave to call the attention of the com­
mittee to the commutation act; which (he con­
tended) had failed in every circumstance for which 
those who supported it stood pledged to the public. 
Instead of the supply of tea, which the company 
were bound to import by that act, to answer the 
increased demand-to have a. year'R stock on hand 
and to keep the prices as low as by the commuta­
tion they ought to do-they had not imported "a .. 



quantity equal in anyone respect to those purpO~e8. 
This he did not charge on the company as hlame. 
able j their finances had not enabled them to do it j 
and would government call opon them to pay 
600,OOOl, in order to eoable them to do that which 
they had not been able to do before? 'I'bere was 
no way of doing this, but by enabling them to in­
crease their capital as the value of it decreased, as 
had beeu done in tbe famous South Sea scheme. 

With regard to the commutation act, he asserted 
again, that the compact with the public had been 
broken in every respect. In tbe nrHt place, it wa. 
to destroy smuggling, which had been argued as the 
principal advantage that was to be obtained from 
it; and yet it was notorious tbat it had not done tkia. 
The company was to supply, not only England, but 
all Europe witb tea. One hunored and eighty 
thousand pounds had been sent to the continent to 
buy up the whole stock there; and by the last 
accounts from China, the foreign shipping there 
was four times greater than it had beeu at any for­
mer period. We now sent to China 1,000,000/. 
annually, in!!tead of 3O.'j,0(J0/. or 400,0001., whicb 
we used to send hf,fore; and, notwithstanding this 
great increase of the balance against us, from the 
higb price of tea, and tbe quantity that would soon 
be imported on the continent, there was reason to 
believe that smuggling would again prevail as much 
as ever. This breach of compact with the public, 
he affirmed. to be a stroug charge atnliost those in 
",hose hands the superintendance and' management 
of the company ",as placed; and whose dnty it was 
to see that the engagement with the pnblic should 
be fulfilled. He objected, also, to the method in 
which the commotation dnty WIUJ p'olid; and that 
it passed nnoece8!>arily through nrious offices, in­
stead of being paid immediately into the exche­
quer. He conclnded with observing, that, in the 
present real state of the finances, and the evident 
inefficiency of the commntatioa act Cor the p~ 
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for which it was passed, )Ie saw no reason' why a, 
dnty of 200,0001. or 300,0001. ,shonld not Le .raise<\ 
on the article of tea. 

M, Pilt replietJ-....end in tAe course of Ai. "PtecA ob ..... e4. " Upoh 
tAe tlJlwle. he bunent.d fIUJl the Iwnorable gentkmtm Iwd tok .. t/Jat 
opportunily of fU41Telling witA kin.; and tAat he had not been able. 
to find (J mure plmuibk pre'en for Au opposition to the auldect, 
""tkr diaculsion of the committee. than by"'u dreallll and rf11eriel 
011 tJu commutation £t.», .. 

Mr. Sheridan declared, that so far from ha~jng 
sought an opportunity 'of quarrelling with the right 
honorable gentlemau,he had suppressed much o{ 
what be felt on the delusion, which had that day 
been practised on the su~iect of the finances and 
the resources of the nation. The right honorable 
gentleman ; he admitted) had. at last, explained. 
the nature of the claim on the East India Company, 
If it was not found to be just! the money waR to Le 
refunded j-this circumstance, however, had been 
considered of so little importltnce, that the. right 
honorable gentleman had not thoufht it worth mt'n." 
tioning in his first statement-i this was not ~ 
sltift, he did not know what term to bestow on it. 
The commutation act (he conceived) was at least as 
intimately connt<cted with the ways and means of 
the year as the whale fishery, or any other of tllli 
amusing tales with which the right honorable gen­
tleman had entel'tained the committee; calculated, 
no doubt, to call their attention frow his figures to 
the more pleasing excursions of his imagination. 
He was now more than ever convinced that the 
right honorahle gentlcp1an himselt~ had not so good 
an opinion of that commutation act as formerly. 
from his I'ead\/Iess to give him a share in it. He 
persisted in his opinion, that the enforcing the claim 
on the East India Company, for a disputed debto( 
600,0001. was highly unju~tifiable, at a time when, 
for want of money, they were unable to fulfil their 
contract with the public. In every point of view 
in which he had considered the subiect-and it had 
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occopied much of his mind, he 11'88 more and more 
convinced of the fallacy of tbe rigbt honorable 
gentleman's ressoning. He denied tbat 74,0001. 
could possibly defray tbe expense of tbe miscella­
neous services; and be was persuaded tbat the great 
extent of tbe works carrying on, botb at bome and 
abroad, under tbe Dame of fortiDcationl, mUd 
create a .. qy great increue of ellpense on the ord­
nance estimates of future years.. The wbole npense 
of the nation coold not be taken at Jess tban lixteen 
millions aonoally, a BUm wbicb considerably ex­
ceeded tbe pr8!leJ1t amoont of tbe wbole revenue. 
He 11'88, therefore, for adopting a more elfectual 
mode of relief, tban the delosive schemes which tbe 
rigbt honorable gentleman held out to the public 
from year to year-for no other purpose but to put 
oft' the evil day. Let us then (concluded Mr. She­
ridan) be manly enongb to look our aft'ain in the 
face ;-let us pro .. ide tbe only true remedy by ex­
tending our resoun:es, 110 u really to meet our 
expenditure. Such a proceeding was becoming.: the 
dignity of the empire, and was much more likely 
to render DS formidable to our enemies, than by 
subdividiug the Laudgraye of Hesse, or 01'erturninr 
the Dutch constitutioD. 

MAY 14. 

COUNTY ELECTION BILL. 
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ceding week, he had occasioll to make mention of 
the commutation act, which gave rise to some con­
versation, that ended in a sort of challenge from 
the right honorable the Chancellor of the Ex­
chequer to him, to enter upon a full and fair discus­
sion of the effects of that statute; which challenge. 
he had immediately declared his readiness to ac­
cept. As he did not therefore like to appear willing 
to . meet any question, that he was not actually 
desirous to go through with, he meant to move for 
some necessary papers; a list of which he would 
read to the house; and if they wel'e granted (and 
he saw no probable cause of objection), after they 
should be put upon the table, he would name a day, 
if possible in the course of the present session, for 
the discussion of the subject. Mr •. Sheridan then 
read a string of motions, touching the quantity and 
sorts of the different teas in the East India Com­
pany's warehouse, previous to the arrival of the 
first ship from China this year, &c. &c. &0. 

TIlt guuti01& 01& llu fir.t mOtion IIIas put oni agreed to; but tlu 
CTltmallor oj tlu &r:Nqutr ojltrllJardl ... ,ertaining _ doub~ 

flow far it might lIB ooruistmt fllitTa policy. to kt llu East India 
C~ .... tN e01&lifttllt into p08IUrion oj tile knowledge of tile 
ezoel ,,.,. oj ..... East India Compony'. Bloek of t •• in laoniJ, tile 
motim tDlricTa Iuul b .... earned, WQB 6y _t fllillulraum: ond 
M,. Shtridon agreed to moTa Tau motionlup01& tile following d1zy. 

COMMUTA.TION A.CT. 

Mr. Sheridan, on being called to from the 
chair, expressed his concern to find himself under 
the necessity of postponing his intended motions 
respecting the commutation act until the next day; 
but he had just.. learnt from those who had expressed 
lome doubts as to the propriety of letting his mo­
tions go, that they had not yet had time enough to 
enquire whethel' they ought to consent or not. 
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MAY 16. 

COMMUTATION ACT. 

Mr. SUERIDAN,previously to his reading his 6rst 
motiou for papers. relative to the commutatiou tax, 
asked whether the motion was to be objected to? 

Mr. Pitt ",,-.red, tlud TIe llundd not oldief, '" TIe rmderl/Qod 
tlud tTIe IIIbotaru% uf tTle motion fDiII in print alrmdy. 

Mr. Sheridan said, he hoped what had turned out 
to be the fact, would teach the right honorable 
gentleman not to be so peremptory in future. 

Mr. Sheridan moved, 
.. An account of the quantity of tea in the ware· 

houses of the East India Compauy, previ01l8 to the 
a!'l'iyal ~f ~he first ship (the \\)combe); carefully 
dlstmguJshmg the sorts.' This was followed by 
moving eighteen other accouuts respecting teas. 

An account was also moved, Of For the quantity of 
silver exported to China for five years, previous to 
the passin; the commutation act; distinguishing 
each year. 

Also, .. An account of all advices received re­
specting foreign shipping in the ports of China 
within the last two years." 

1M ___ ~ r-. -.II!! ptIl "..,. tTle eIutir, _ urrid, 

Mr. Sherid.-IR begged to call the particular atten­
tion of the right honorable gentleman and of the 
honse, to the papers, when they should be presented; 
a. .. he was convinced, that they would furnish evi· 
dence tliat the commutation act had {ailed of its 
object altogether i-that smuggling was likely to 
prevail under the operation of the act to a grealer 
extent than ever i-that the faith of the compact 
with the public was broken;-and that the revenue 
was materially injured. . 

Mr. Pittf1int:rw4. tMt TIe eaJtl "'" -*'::t::/:i tMt 1M "'-"We pot'=m __ ..... 1M pqtn lie fur ~ 
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bid of trifling impDrtDrta, tmd likdy fD gioe little Ilr lID inforwudiorl 
fD lite 1wu.st, .;...,. tlte """","1Ib1e gerUlemtuI _ 10 rem/yilt tIte oub. 
jed urithout tllmo. H. mud. 1Jo ........ beg /emJe fD tUdiJu fo/~ 
tlte Iwnorllble gmtkman·. umnple; and IllN1id mtering into tIte de-
6"'e. till llu lIouse tJundd hae tlte pap"' that had beeR jwt rnootd 
for .poII thdr tllbl.. """ be prepiJml fD m1er fairly into lite .u.. . 
auri .... 

PETITION RELA.TIVE TO THI!: GOVERNMENT OF 
CA.NA.DA.. 

1I'1r. Powy. haoing fIIDI>d ... That lite pelitio1l8 on llu fDble foela.. 
tie fD tlu g"""""" of Caruula bt rt4d." and tlte ~ """irIg ..... 
read &Iwrt pro furmtJ. Mr. pIJIJJY' molH!d, "That Mr. L~burnt be 
ealftd 10 lite bar." 

1M Spttzker sttrtiftg it fD be irTtgUlar fD call a 1I.'i1rrl1l. bef.... a 
grotmd "'GO fint Isid for it, by mtering UpoII_ regulor prOl't!rd­
ing 10 ""'""'" it; II ..... er&ation _d beI_ Mr. PtnDy., Mr. 
F..,. lite Chair. end tIte ChtmetlWr oj tlte E.rcIIq,,.,.. At Imgt" 
tlte dijficullylDtU IOlIH!d by lite latter'. dafming. that Ite had no 011· 
jectitm to go into tJ IJIJf1J1Riltu, for tlu ,..,.."... of mqrdring fDltetlu:r 
it tJundd upper from tlte erIitletw. fD be tJddueed lit llu bar, proper 
fortlte lIouse fD procmlfartlu:ruptnltltembjed. Tlupelititm&~ 
..... rt4d, lhenfore, upon tJ molion, riferrul. 10 tlte CBmmittU, tli. 
Sptl1ker kjt tlte chair,inul Mr. WyntlhanlfDok AU_lit llu fDllle. 

Mr. LirMburne "'''' tlteu oolltd to tlte hr, am!,..tJd tJ grtIIt 
-wy of rDritl.. d~., &tatVtg tlte procmliftgl ",lticfa had 
ttJlmo place bej .... tltejudg .. iR CtmIulG; from .. lama: it ~ 
that thdr decUUnu had beeR for.ed on mul iRtiderminilte 
prirtdpin, one deciding IICCBrdi~ to t/te "1::.:. Iau!, fJfJOtIter _ 
CBrding to tlte Frenefl larD, u third aCCBrdiftg to tIte E'!f{/iIA tm.. 
GIld a j"""la, IOilhout ~rd to tiiIaer COIk of larD, lmt 1Ok/y iR ..... 
formity to lite die_oj AU GOfIICiea ... n. tIot:tmtmtI afao qffortkd 
prooj of tIte uUt....,. of .. wm"idy of act& of ~ tmd ;,g.,. 
tie< iR tlte prtu:tiee of lite Iau! iR Canada, ",/aicfa oolltd aloudj",. .. 
medv. 

Mr. PlJlJJy."""' ...... mullljter mteriRgwryjully Wo tlte .u: 
jtd, _d, .. That it fDGO tlte opinion of tIte <OmI1Iittee that tIte peti­
Ii.", drO<nttl lite immediate tmil ,.,.;..., coruideralian of prliammt." 
Mr. Pitt rPplicd, end _ladLd UJilfa mooing, .. that llu C~ 
do /emJe tIte chair." H. """'-l, tfailt gmtt-lwl GIkul .. 1teu go­
--' tDInlld briRg jf1FVHlrt/. any tI&ittg;. AU ........ had 6tilo&, 
IDIteu titey CBUld UJilfa .... .Jidnt«. If tItey cvrJd RUt year tIae.li 
IIHIUld; if uIIt, tItey tDDUld not. . 

Mr. Sheridan expressed his fears that the com· 
mittee would not gRin a great deal by waiting fOI 

information. The inhabitants of Canada (be assured 
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During tM prbgrtli tij tAt ttiBllJ moiilm I11III fIIIlIk In tAt liMut 

of •• ,,""""" fig Mr. B~ .... 011 the 201" of Mag, 1788.{ ... • "...u., 
culm- fU)cormt of tAt upmditurt of the f1IIm£!I adfH1flt:<d to M ....... 
J:Vallis tmd 1hJUJard, .. licitor. f ... the prtJIUUliora again8t WmTe14 
Hatting., Erq. and of /IUC" otMr uptJUtI tmd cfllrrgu tJI As .. "..,. 
inClJrf?d by the IIIIid .. licit6r. 011 Dccount oj the oaid pror.cuti8n, ttl 
the 16t. of Mag, 1788, incltuioe, iIDting aptcitJlly to tIIM"" tmd ... 
til"'" DCCOUIIt, me" ...",. M .. "..,. im«il. 

~fJ:, SHERID.urobserved that he felt ~ome tliBiA 
culty, stifling his surprise, that the honorable mem" 
ber should have thought the honorable gentle.: 
man's anxious desire to watch over and scrutinize 
tbeexpenses of the prosecution of Mr. Hastings; 
matter of amazement, when it was cORsidered how 
frequently the honorable gentleman Ilttended to the 
expenditure of the public money, and how peculiarly 
rval<:hful be was over the grants of large sums moved 
from lime '0 time by the Treasury. Mr. Sheridan 
said, he considered the trde motive of the ho'uorable 
gentleman to be no other than this; he made his 
motion with a view to afford a ground fot the ap­
pearance of idle paragraphs in the newspapers, in~ 
sinuaiing that the managers we're putting the publie 
to an enormous and unnecessar! expense; and bt 
such means to create a wish iIt the public for the 
diRcOntinuanc~ of the trial. Mr. Sheridan stated! 
that the serviceii' already performed were ordered bl the committee of ~anagel's, under the IlIith~ritj 
o that hoose; so that If the house chose, tlIey mIght 
resolve that no counsel should', in futllre, he allowed 
the mana:gers. If so, it would be uecessary for them 
to move, that the Attorney and Solicifur--General, 
together with the Master of the Rolls, be added t~ 
the committee of managers. <Or ifthe house though1 
proper, they might resolve, that the managel'S' shoul~ 
pay the expenses of counsel themselves. In tha1 
~e, he hoped the b08s8 would have tbe goodneSi 
to add: Sir Sampson Gideoil,and some otlIers of thl 
most! wealthy members, to the committee.' With re 
gard to the charges incurred by fees to codnscl, the~ 
were, considering the assistance afforded; extremel] 

Jil2 
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low; SO much so, that he would 1'entureto l8y no 
counsel employed in a great public prosecution 
had ever been paid worse. Mr. Sheridan read 
from the votes the resolution to pay above four 
thous"n~ pound~ for defraying the charge. incurred 
by the prosecution carried on against Sir ThomM 
Rumbold. He said, he had no doubt but thai charge 
had been fairly and justly made out; but he had ne­
ver heard, that the house had thought it necessary to 
institute a very minute enqniry into tbe varioul item. 
of tbe account. In the prellflnt prosecution, the 
managers were responsible for ordering the service., 
but the ruanner in wbich those service. were per­
formed, was to be decided elsewbere; and there­
fore, as that part of the business which was the only 
one the honorable gentleman could refer to,lay be­
tween the solicitors for the prosecution, and the 
lords of the Treasury, tbe houourable gentleman, 
(whom tbe bouse must be aware, had alwaYlbeen re­
markable for the rigid strictness, and scrupulous at­
tention witb which he watched over all the Treasury 
aceonnt~, certainly deserved tbe thanks of tbe honlle, 
for his acting np to his cbaracter on tbis particular 
occasion) instead of giving tbe newspapers a fresh 
.ubject for invidious references and nnwarrantable 
i08lDnations, if the bonorable gentleman meant any 
tbing by his motion, he hoped, when the account 
should be produced, (to which he had not the 
IImallest objection) the honorable gentleman wonld 
ground npon it anotbermotion, that tbe counsel em­
ployed by the committee of managers shonld in fu. 
ture be better paid. 

:ft.lr. Sheridan afterwards read an extract from It 
letter writteu early from the committee of managers 
to the Treasury, in wbich the committee declared 
their readiness to resort to their advice III to the 
.--vices they thought necesaary for effectuallyear­
rying on the prosecution. Mr. Sberidan contended, 
that after baving received IRICh a letter from the 



1788T 63 

committee, it.was a little 'hard tbat government 
sbould countenance sncb a motion as tbe present. 

TAt ""'- Ilitntleti; ayes 60; ""., 19. TIu rnmutgero ;,(' witTulrtUI 
witlaout dioiding. ' '. . , .. 

. Mu: 30. 
: " ,., .' . ~, '. 

PROCEEDINGS AGAINST MR. BASTINGS, . .. .. 
Mr. F ... oblenled that. flI aporticul4r /lUOUIIt of the distribution 

of 1M IIlI1J8 ~d. in CQIl ... guence of the trial of Worren Haalingt; 
Esquire. /IIlII bun bifore the ""'- d.oring the 'PIIU of,.",.. day •• he 
wiihed to """'" when the Aonorabl. gentleman. wlw """",d for th. 
IJUOfUIt, tmd Mid. he "ad doubfB reliai .. to a part of the general 
heada rtoted in tlwt aeeonnt • .... ant either to /niRg forward the Mid 
doubt •• or declar. whether they rtill (eft "poll I.is mind ,he "",,6 
impru<ion. .. , 

Mr. Burg ... _ .... d. tlwt ita h .. humble opini .... he load "'ffi-, 
eimtly d.... hiI duty ita t:tliling for the paper.. They fDtrO flOW 

before the ""'-. tmd an opportunity Wil& open to every gentleman to. 
f- hiI _timent. "P'" the mldea. Wlwt h .. doubt. W..... he 
imsgitaed. mrut mggat thenu<lfJ<B to eoery ptltman wlw reed lhe 
.....".,.,,; and. tlurifor •• he left to per ...... wll.O had mtJrf weighttJfl« 
authority i" tlwt ""'- t1w7l he /IIlII. to take the mIlI.t ... up; but if 
tID other person ehould. atrd the lunue ehould caU upon him to bring 
1M mfdect forward. he wa, perfectly ready to obty their e01ll11tll.lld& : 

Mr. SHERIDAN observed, that tb~ sort of way 
inwhicb the matter had been treated, was a little 
extraordinary. The honorable gentleman, if his 
recollection did not greatly deceive him. bad, ,on a 
former day, said, that he had his doubts upon one or 
the heads of the gent'ral account, but that he could: 
not say whether those doubts were well founded or 
not, because he saw a more particular statement of 
tbe items 'of the accounts; that particular statement 
had now been Fresented some days, and the honor­
able gentleman bad just declared, he still entertained 
his doubts, but that he left it to other gentlemen to 
promote the discussion. Mr. Sheridan added, that he 
wished the honorable gentleman would either act 
upon his doubts, or get some other gentleman to 
take his doubts up for him, and act upon them. 
From what had already passed in that house upon 
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~he ,"bj\!ct, th\! mattQr oug1\4 DOt to d~op w.~hl'u' _ 
farther inve8tig;ltion. • 

Mr. Burg ... -"'ed. 1M' if 1M Mull '''''''/l''' it """ !WIll 
more peculitJT/y hia prOllina to b~ 1M lUldeet j1Jf1JJtJT4. M Nul twf 
1M _11uI oldecl"", to tole. ",. laM u1"'" him: and. ill IMt Calt. 

M be/ierled 1M proper fI1I1Y worJ4 be litkr to move .. Ihal ",. poptr. 
b. rifnTtd to II commitl .. of 1M 1111101. houIt: or to gitIe ",,'ice of II 
doy ... which M _Id tJto.te 1IU _immt. uJlM' their CImlmt.. 

Mr. Pitt r.t:llfMllmding tM lol, ... mode, Mr. Bur,,,, ,/JIll ...,. 
lice (or Ih, moving Fridtl!/. 

1ffr. Pitt taU.d "P'" Mr. SMrithm to kfU1U1. IPlrnI tM 1IofU1rQbk 
gmtlet1l(JR mtanl tq bring jOf'll1urd hia promiM,d Ijif(:IUrion of 1M 
?n:ation and r,{fecl of 1M ,,,,,,,,,,,lalion act. 

l\fr. Sheridan answered. that from the right ho­
norable gentleman.'8 pressing so moch to know when 
he woold Lring forward 'he discU5Sion of the com­
motation act, he was persoaded that tbe right hooor­
able gentIemlln eotertained strong bopes. tbat he 
would not be able tq introduce tbe iovestigation ot 
it during tbe course of the present lIe6.sioll. ThQ 
right honorable gentleman. however. ought to re­
collect. that there were gentlemen in that house 
who had no inconsiderable ~hare of important doty 
to' discharge elsewhere. It Wat well knowQ 
~hat he had been emploled for some time past 
i,n managing the prosecutIon of " charge of 101M 

magnitude in 'Vestminster-Hall. It was not very 
fair, therefore, pendi':lg snch a businell8, to call upo~ 
bim to say. when he woul'l brin~ forward the dis., 
cussion of a very different subJect in that h~ 
This, he woold assure the right bonorable gentle­
JPao. tbat as soon as had sommed op the charge he 
bad been soperin~ndipg, he would, if tb~ bou'4e w~ 
likely to sit long enougb. give notice tbe very next, 
day. that at the diBtan,ce. of tWI) or tbree day. o~~ 
~t; wopld ~esO.Qle the d~!,~ of tlu; efi"ectJ, of , 
eomlDutailOn ad .. .' ' 

Mr. r", tlat.ml -..u.t pttfql}g ~ 
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JUNE 3. 

. '. 

PROCEEDIl'IiGS AGAINST MR. HASTINGS 
IN WESTMINSTER-HALL .. 

Jilt. SHERIDAN'S SPEECH ON SUMMIN'G UP THE 
.. EVIDENCE '. ON THE SECOND,OR BEGU~ 
. CHARGE. . 

SiJllJt ".. tmIJIIJ<IIUmIlI of tkUmnnurnb~ trial, Wulminater-Hal# 
hod not ~ed 80 numerDUII ur BO brilluml an _blDg. of 
ptrBOftB08 crowded every part of it thi& day. By eight o'clock in tke 
morning. tke /lVt7IUtI IMdintr. 10 tke CQlIrt, thraugli NfIIJ and old 
PaWu YllI'ds, w .... jilkdwlth ptr_ ~f tllt.ftr., distinetilm, fTIIJny 
of t/rmJ peere_ in jtdl drus; who stood in the open air for IIpwtJrtU 
"f an It.... before tke gtJ1t1 .wer. opl!1ltd. 7'he t.1:et1ion8 "",de iJI 
prdsing forward, to'get con.enient seats, "ad •• orly prooedjatal to 
rnon.',. . 
. Ths pe .... did "01 "'tertkc HallliU twel.e .'rwell. A{eus 

mima .. oft .... tile Lard Chancellor. hm1ing bowed to Mr. Shmilan. 
to signify to him tlult their lordship. were tfun readylllJ hear him, 
llult honorable gentleman rase, wllilst all about him pr ...... ed tire mo~ 
Cignijied and awful silence. 

Mr. SUERIDANsaid it was not bis intentiontotres~ 
pass UpOB their lordsbips' attention for any lengta oj! 
time, in tbe consideration of the charge. immediately 
before them, by making many preliminary obsel'­
vatioll8. Such· general remarks, as it was in bi~. 
power to make, w0uld only weaken wbat bad beelll 
already urged by tbe right bonorable gentleman. 
who was the principal mover of the impeachment­
wbose genius exceeded every tbing but his dispo­
sition-who understood and felt forall-througbi 
whom, and by whom, so great BD.. embodied stan" 
bad been made' in defence of tbe right, of fila,. 
against mma', oppr,ssUm. He might" however. 
without. injury to· ,be general cause, Bnd witboull 
exposing toG mIlCh of their lordships' patience. 
say a feW'. words, both upon the subject of the 
impeachDlent ill general. and tile particular aitUBtiOD 
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of himself, and his honorable colleague., who had 
been appointed to conduct it • 
. He thought, that if ever there WSA a prosecution 

in which those who carried it ou were free from all 
unwarrantable resentment, or improper biaB, it 
was the present. He could speak from hi. own' 
heart, and declare most solemnly, that he found 
there no private incentive 10 the part he had taken 
in this impeachment; and he verily believed he 
might safely say that all his honorable colleague., as 
well as himself, were actuated solely by the zeal they 
felt for the public welfare, and their honest solicitude 
for the honor of their country, and the happiness of 
those who were under itl dominion and protection. 
With such subjectB in view, he really lost sight or 
Mr. Hastings; who, however great in other re­
spectl, was too insignificant to be mixed with luch 
important coDsideratiolU. .. The uufortunate gen­
tleman at the bar is DO mighty object in my mind. 
Amidst the series of mischiefs, to my .eT/le, seeming 
to surrouud him, what is he bot a petty Nucku, 
iovolved in itl Lamina, scarcely seeD or thoulfht of." 
It was impossible, therefore, that his bouorable col­
leagues or bimself shoDld feel themselves nnder the 
influence of malice or ill-will towards the object C!l 
the prosecution; they acted solely under a dele­
gated power; they stood at tbeir lordships' bar as 
tbe' represeutatives of the commons of England; 
and all they acted in that pnblic capacity, it might 
as well be said that the common. of Great Britain, 
iii whose name tbe impeachment had been brought 
before their lordships, were actuated by malice to 
the prisoner, as lbat the managers of tbe bouse of 
commons had any private spleen to gratify in dis­
cbarging the duty imposed upon them by their 
principals.. In trnth, the proseention was not be­
!JOtIe'a . ill prdvdice, OJ' _led ill error. It was 
founded iii theclearest.couviction of the wrongs 
which the natives of Hiodostan had llUfi'ued,.tbroogb 
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the mal-admini~tration of tho~e, in whMe handsth6 
country had placed extensive powel'S,' which ought· 
to have been exercised for the benefit of the go-' 
verned,; but which had been used, .by the prisoneJi. 
at the bar, for the sbameful purposes of oppression. 
, To convince their lordships that, ,the British go~: 

vernment. which ought to have been a blessing to 
the powers in India connected with it, had. beena.· 
scourge to the natives, and the cause of desolation'. 
to the most flourishing provinces in lIindostan; he. 
had only to read a letter that had been received not 
long since· . from Lord Cornwallis,.the present.Go .... 
vernor-General of Bengal In that letter the nobl", 
lord stated, he had. been received by the Nabob, 
Visier with every mark of friendship and rel'pect 1 
but the honors he received at the court of LucknoW' 
had not prevented him from seeing the desolation: 
that overspread the face of the. country, the sigh~ 
of which had shocked his very sonl. He.spoke to< 
the Nabob 00 the 'subject, and earnestly recom~ 
mended it to him to adopt some system of govern .. 
ment. that might ·restore· the prosperity of his king~ 
dom, and make his pe(,lple happy., The Nabob', 
answer ·was strikingly remarkable.-That degraded· 
prince said to his lordship, that as long as the d~ 
mands·of the English govel'oment upon the revenne 
of Oude should remain unlimited, he (the Nabob) 
could have no interest in establishing any system of 
economy; and whilst the Eoglishshould . continue 
to interfere in the internal government of his COUI!­
try, it would be in vain for him to IIttempt any: 
1161utari reform;· for his ~ubjects knew he was only: . 
a· cypher. in his own dominions., and therefore 
laughed. at aod despised his Buthority, Bndthat. oti 
his ministers, ......,., " . . . 
: Sorely the state to which that wretched prince> 
was reduced by our mismanagement; Bnd the ruin 
which hBd, by -the same cause. been brought upon 
hia, country, called loudly upon ,theit' lord~hips to 
interfere, Blld rescue their national honor and cha-
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Jacter from the infamy to which both would be 
exposed, if no ellquiry WIUI made into the causes of 
such calamities, and no punisbment was inflicted 011 
the authors of them. Policy, as well 8IJ jlUt~e, 
called upon them to vindicate the character of 
Great Britain in India; for be would prove to them, 
from good authority, that the native power. had JIG 

little reliance upon our faith, tbat the preservatioo 
of our empire, in tbat quarter of the world, could he 
effected only by convincing the native princes, thM 
a religions adherence to its engagements, .hould, io 
futu~e, characterize tbe Britisb government in that 
country. To prove the neCe8lity there Waa for bring­
ing BIlch a conviction to the mind of every native 
prince, Mr. Sheridan read a letter acldreHsed to Lord 
Cornwallis, from Captain Kirkpatrick, who, when 
he wrote it, was resident at the court of the Great 
Maratta chief~ lUadajee SciDdia. Thill gentlemall 
stated i. hi. letter, that the Dew .ystem of moderatiOll 
brought about by hill lordship, was certainly the 
only one tha. could give stability to our empire ill 
India.; bu4 at tbe same time, he most oblerve, thM 
as the princes of that coon)ry had 80 frequently had 
canse to lament that no eDgagement could bind u", 
it would require time, and repeated proofa gf good 
faith, to conviDce them that we were serions in the 
profcssions which were then heW out to them on the 
part; of the British glM'ernment; that ambilim&, or 
a desire of 00fU[IIU1, r.hould no loDger be encouraged 
by British eonncils ;-aad that strict adherence to all 
treaties and engagements .hould he the built of 
all OW' future pulitinl tl"ansaetionl. 

To these letten. Yr. SheridaD said, be muflt eaU 
upon tbeir lordYJip8to give an arunver ,-not by _til. 
for they will fiDd DO credit with the natiVellJ, wb. 
W 8O.£ten been decei.ed by our profeariooa ~ but 
tty tle«b~ whicll. 'tffIUld C8IIvince &.helD ibM we weN 
wly iDearnest; for it wa. only byoor punishing 
tIIosa who mwe heeD guilty of the deliDqoeaae. 
which have brvught. ruiD on the coonl.l'J. that. W8 
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~onl4 possibJy ga.iQ co\lfidenee with the 1*lple .(1( 
India, and atisfy tbe~ t~ future delinqQeots ~ 
oot be encouraged or I;9UQteo.an~ by tbeJ1lling 
powers at bome.. ' 
, In looking round fot an ohject fit to be. held QUt 
to the world as au example of natiooal justie$. tbeif 
IDrdship$ \Dust pecessa,fily fill: their eyes upon M.r. 
f(~ings. He was ~ great cau~ of die degra­
datiou of our cbaracter ill IudilL, and ,of t~ Oppfe$.o 
.iou of its dA!v!lted inbahitaws; and be was the ooly 
victim that, could atone fo~ tlu1 ca.lawitiea he had 
occasioned. 
, But whilst he po.iuted out the prisoner at the' baf 
es a proper object oflunisb\Dent" be beggetlleav. 
to observe, that he di not wish. to tum the aword 
of justice against that: man, merely becaue an ex­
ample oucrht to be made; 8Uch a wish was .. tiw 
(rom his heart as it w .. incompatible with equity 
&ndjustice •. If be called for pQnishment upon Mr. 
Bastings. it was because he thougbt him a great tie. 
linquent; and tbcl greatest of all t\lose who, by th~ 
~acity and oppression, had brought, \"!lin on the 
natives of Illdia, and disgrace upon tbe inhabitantl 
of Great Britain, 

WbiW hi! ealled for jlllitice OPOIl the prisoner. h. 
could wish. also. to do bim justice.-Be would hit 
sorry tb.at the weigbt a\ld, ooll&8quence of the COm~ 
mODS,IIf Great Britai ... in. wh068 name tbe. prose-. 
~OQ bad been. set 01;1 foot, sbould operaw til hill 
prejudice. Indeed, whilst he bad IlU<'h uprig" 
Judges as their lordsbips, it was impossible that any; 
thing could injure biOI, but tbe cieares' and most 
unequivocal proofs of gnilt.-" It is not tbe peering 
ID¥piciou of apprehending guilt-It isoot any pa­
pular abhorrence of its wid_pr~ad consequence&,.... 
h is not the secret consciowmes& in the bosom of tba 
jlldp. which. can excite the vengeance of tbe law. 
~ allthorise its inft~ctioJl!~No-lD this good land. 
&II big~ &II it is happy. becau&e 8SJ just. all il is f..-. 
'"'ill Q.diW~ eqqibWll\. an4.~t-ThQ law. Ql.ud. 
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the committee) were nnanimolls in favour of .the 
ohjects stated by the honorable gentleman who made 
~e motion. When the petition came away, there 
was not one dissenting voice.Tht: fact was, that 
before. a false alarm' had gone abroad, some p<'rsons 
had beim panic-struck, thinking that English laws 
were to be introduced generally, universally, and 
without any exception; upon that the counter-peti­
tions had been drawn, signed, and presented to Lord 
Dorchester. But the cause of alarm had since been 
explained, and the inhabitants· of all descriptions 
had recovered from their panic. . With regard to 
the change of the habitancy of the province, and the 
increase of English Protestant loyalists that it con­
tained; he was amazed the right honorable gentle­
man had not seen that 8uch allegation was the very 
argwncnt against. him. '.fwo years ago, the right 
honorable geutlemlln hall said when the subject was 
then ag'itated," be patient-8ir Guy Carleton is gone 
ont for information; w hen he returns, the subject 
shall be submitted to full discussion." The honor­
able gentleman has received from Sir Guy Carle­
ton, (at present Lord Dor('hester) all the informa­
tion he could receive, and therefore he· ought no 
longer to delay the consideration of the question. 
Mr. Sheridan declared that he had good authority 
for asserting that Lord Dorchester had not given 
the right honorable gentleman reason to expect fa~­
ther information froni him, nor had he any reason to 
expect farther information from· him, or from any 
other quarter •. 

. - Mr. Pitt begged ta .... lradic! Mr. Sh,rit/4n', _<rliono--" H, 
rwt f1IIl1/W .... l/Q1Ila "'peet,·/nd he actuaUy dill anlicipole -.h far­
,"'" mj"''71If.ItiQn. through the medium oj Lord Dwchuter." 

Mr. Sheridan said, will the right honorable gen­
tleman produce Lord Dorchester's dispatches to 
prove the fact? I dare him to the proof. ' 

Mr. Pitt declared that he would oppose the protiuction oj an1/ 
IMJJh proof. The honorable gentl_. had mlrada.eIl a .. ew spedrs 
oj .... pmmt .ill tIoat"""". q {!tat .... de oj ar§""'<llt prevailed, it 
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ww.ld unlg beJoraconftd<nt men to CQIJIiJorward boldly, .nd make 
a direct iusertiO'R; and on rtJce~ing a flat and percmptfny denial, to 
challenge the productwn '!I private papers as tile test of tke Jaith in 
disput< • 

. Mr. Sheridan said, a moment's reflection had 
served to convince him, that the right honorable 
gentleman did nut mean to nse the word confident 
in the sense in which it at firststrnck him that he 
did, becallse he was satisfied the sort of confidence 
the right .honorable gentleman approved was" con­
fide,:,ce in fine promises and professions, where no· 
reason was assigned nor any performance ever in­
tended ; and not a confidence in matter of fact, ca­
pable of proof, and desirous of meeting it. Mr. She­
ridan contended that nothing could be more fair, 
after he had asserted as a fact, that which he had 
good anthority to believe to be founded, and it had 
been denied by the right honorable gentleman to be 
a fact, than for him to call upon the right honorable 
gentleman to produce those parts of Lord Dorches­
ter's di.patches, in which the noble lord gave the. 
right honorable gentleman reason to expect that he 
shonld have further information to send him on 
the suhject of the sort of government best adapted 
to the province of Canada, He was persuaded that 
Lord Dorchester had signified no such expectation; 
and he should still maintain his opinion, unless the 
right honorablege!'tleimln . wonld consent to bring 
proof to the contrary before the house. Mr. Sheri­
dan added, that it peculiarly became a person of 
such notorious modesty and diffidence as the right 
honorable gentleman, to charge him with being con­
fident and prtlsUmptuollS, in daring to adhere to his 
assertion relative to a matter of fact, which the right 
honorable gentleman was not able to disprove. 

The IIo!t# di.ided .n the lJU',twn, "th.t the chairman lelwe the 
chair." Agu 1Q4 ( rwe8 3D. 

VOL. II. 
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he satisfied before· infliction ensue8-And ere It 

l1air of the head can be plucked, LEGA.L GUILT 
must be established by LEGAL PROOI'!" 

This principle, mURt be admitted, as conclUlrive ; 
though, in the present case, he felt the inconvenience 
of it, which might operate as a bar to public justice; 
for the managers of tbe impeachment labored under 
difficulties, that could 8carcely occur iu any otber 
prosecntion. The witnesseB, whom they had been 
obliged to call, were, for the most part (he wonld 
state the exceptions in the proper place), the ac­
complices of the prisoner', guilt, and the instrument. 
of his oppressions. From such witnessel it wat 
not likely that proofs of that guilt could be oJ>. 
tained without great difficulty . 
. - In the fV7"itkn documents from which the rna­
Dagen had selected their proofs in support of the 
impeachment, considerable difficulties had oc­
curred I-those documlOnts had been drawn up by 
the parties, whose study it was, as it was their io­
terest, though contrary to their duty, to conceal the 
iniquity of their proceedings, and, conlHlquently, to 
disguise the trnth. 

But though he stated tbe difficnlties, wbicb the 
managers had to encounter, he did not meaD to say 
that the proofs, wbich they bad addnced, were in 
any degree defective. " Weak, no donbt, iD some 
parts, and incompetent.-and yet more deplorable, 
as undistinguished by any compnnctions viaiting8 
of repenting accomplic_but yet enough,. and 
enough in sure validity, to abash the front of ~ilt DO 
longer bid, and Hash cODviction on col18C1entiOl18 
judges." 
... Having premised these ob5e"ations, ]fro Sheri-' 
dan said he would now make lOme remarks upon 
the defence, or rather thf-, made by the prisoner. 
Be had already made ftnlT, three of which be had 
since thoog'ht proper to abandon. and discredit. 10-·· 
deed, he believed it Wat a novehy in the history 
4tf criminal jurisprudence, tlIat a person accused 
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should first make a defence, and afterwards endea-
vor to convince his jud~es that they ought not to at .. 
tach to it the least credlt. Mr. Sheridan said, be was 
the more surprized at tbis conduct in the prisoner, as 
jt was since be bad had the assistance of counsel 
that be had made this attemptr-· he thought, that 
when be had been rescued from bis own incautious 
ra.~hness, he would not have taken so extraordinary" 
ft step as tbat of discrediting his own defence. . ,. I 

In every court of law in England j the confession 
of a criminal, when not obtained by 'any promise 
of favor or leni.ty, or by violent threats, was alway!! 
~mitted as conclusive evidence against himself; 
and if that confession was made before a grave and 
.respectable assembly of persons, competent to take 
cognizance of crimes, there waR' no doubt but. it 
would have due weight, because, itw8S fair to 'pre­
sume that such a confession must be voluntary, and 
not procured by any undue, 011 improper means, 
'.l'he prisoner bad, in his defence made before tile 
house of commons, admitted many fact.~'; and' il 
was the intention of the managers to urge in sup­
port of the charges, his ,admission of them. For 
when he went the length of admitting them" he 
was speaking the language, not of 'inconsiderate 
rashness and haste, but of deliberate consideration 
and reflection, as would appear to their lordshiplf, 
from a passage, which be should read to tbem, from 
the introduction to the defence read by Mr. Hastings 
himself at the bar of the house of commons. 10 
that passage, the prisoner used the following words I 

.. Of the discouragement to which I allude, I shall 
mention but tw~ points, and these it is incumbent 
on me to advert to, because they relate to effectS 
wbich the justice of tbis honorable house may, and 
I trust will, avert. The first is ali. obligation to my 
being at all committed in my defence; since, in so 
wide a field for discussion, it would be impossible 
not to admit some things, of which an advantage 
might be taken,. to turn them in evidence against 
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myself i whereas, anotlltt' might os well URe, as I 
eould, or better, the same materials af my defelice, 
without involving me in the ~ame con~eqneJ1CM. 
But I am 8ure that this honbtabJe hOllse will yield 
ine its protection against the cllvils of unwarranted 
inference 1 and if the truth can tend to convict me, 
I am wntent to be HYSELl' the cluJnnel to convey it. 
The other objeetion lay in my own bre88t. It w8!i 
not till Monday last tbat I formed the re~olution; 
and I knew not. then whether I might not, in conse­
qnp-nce, he laid nndet the obligation of preparing­
and completing in :five days (and in effect so it hM 
proved) the refmation of charges which it has been 
the labor of my accuser, armedwitb all the J70lt'erll 
of parliament, to compile during a. many years of 
allOO!lt undisturbed leisure." 

Here, tllen, .Mr. ~heridan o~serted,. the prisonet 
had, upon delibreratlot1, commItted hl§ defence t6 
paP*!'; and aftet baving bad five days to consider 
whether he should present it ot not, he actually 
debered it himself ffJ the house of commons, as 
• defence founded jn hilt; and trimnpflantly re­
mllrked opo_ iI, that if " 'ruth couM tend to con~ 
ttt him, be wu willing fo be himselC the channel 
to conve, it." 

Bat what Wl$ his Jangnage IIO'Ir that he bad bad 
ahe ad-tWe 01 touosel? Why, thaf there was not a 
wOTd fJIf tnldt in wh6t he delivered to the houge or 
COIBBJOIJ& UII the ftrWlA ;~thae he had no knowledge 
4lC many of abe Cacts, no reeollecfton or the circum­
stances ;.-o-t.bat Ae Iiod pal Ah fMmM'!! in eommi8rimt, 
and appointe4 Metsrs; Middleton, Scott, Gilpin, 
&teo the _miuimu!rll; ftB1, that he had abo pot 
his tkf~ into commifl!rioo, to be eserci!!ed ", the 
ame gentlemen. ~ These, like raw materi"Als, the 
:master-workman di!ltribute!l aboot him to aU hands 
waiting; HiB words are to be strung-arguments 
~pBMageB are to bewoyen.--He pnfli hi, eoD-
8cien~ into derartments ;-MajOT ~ott. say/! he, 
take _ of my consi!lte1rcJ' ;-)11'. Middleton, you 
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have my 'I1Ie11&lWyin .commission h-o-J>fove ' mea 
financier, Mr. Shore.-,.Answer forme, .Mr. Holt 
(all jourueymen, good enough for .the hOlJSe of com", 
Ulons, though not for your lordships) :...,..Help. onOr· 
and all. to, bear llle up under the bare pressure of my: . 
laurels, the burthen oCmy glory!-Refrtlshen, and" 
Have me from the calentutes of my state, from the. 
peril o( my own panegyric." , 
·Thns could the prisoner sport. with the under., 

standing and feelings of the houle, .by asserting that 
to. be false and not entitled to credit t~day, which. 
on a former. he had declared to be the trllth.. 
itself, and the ground of his hope that it would pro. 
cure him an acquittal; or wbat would have been the 
same thing to him, would previlnt the commons from. 
carrying up the impeachment, against him to thew 
lordships' bar. Indeed this avowal and disavowal of 
defences; and from the .defence, differing from.aU 
the former. which had been delivered .to their lord. 
ships, it would seem 8S if Mr. Hastings was of opi.­
nion, that any thing would do for the house of com ... 
mons.-Possibly it mightsubseqliently prove. that he 
entertained a similar opinion with respect to thei.t 
lordships. for it was not improba'.ble, but he ,migh' 
hereafter abandon the defence he had delivered to 
them: he might say, u'lt was Bot made by me, hut 
by my counsel, and therefore I hope yoor.lordshipa 

. give no credit todt." But if he would abide h)' 
I.ha' his last defence, he (MI:. Sheridan) would join 
isSWI with him upon i" and prove it to be in many 
places void of truth, and iQ almost. every part of it 
unfouudedilillllgument 8&weU all fact. .' . , 

Having thns alluded to the different de£encea 
Blade by the prisoner, Mr •. Sheridan. nexll adverlied 
t.& the allegatiolls in the second charge that :had. been 
supported in evidence. He aaid" that the managers 
had proved the. high birth and great rank of the Be.. 
~s, or Princesses of Dude; they bad .also pllOVe4 
&om the evidence of SV Elijah Impey~ Mu. Mid.. 
dletolJ,o ~b. Gerillg, and others, OOwlll\Ct'eG _tho 
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residence of women in India. A tbreat, therefore, 
to force that residence, and, violate it~ purity, by 
sending men armed into it, 111'81 a specie. of torture, 
the cruelty of which could not be conceived by tholle 
who were unacquainted with the customs and noo 
tions of the inhabitants of Hindostan. A know ledge 
of the customs and manners of the MU88ulmen of 
Turkey, would not enable one to judge of those of 
Mus~ulmen iu India: in the former, ladie. went 
abroad veiled, and though not 80 free 81 those in 
christian countries .till they were not 80 closely shllt 
op as were the ladies professing the same religion in 
Bindostan. The confinement ortbe Turki.h ladie, 
was in a /!Teat measure to be ascribed to the jea-
10llRY of their husbands; in HindostaR the ladies 
were cobfined, because they thought it contrary to 
decorum that person. of their sex should be leeR 
abroad: they were not the victims of jealonsy in 
the men; on the contrary, their sequestration from the 
world was fJoluntary; they liked retirement, be­
elllJ!le they thought it best &Uited to the dignity of 
their sex and situation: they were .hut up from 
liberty, it was true; but liberty, 80 far from havin .... 
any charms for them, was derog'8tory to their feei­
ings; they were eJl8hrined rat6er than immured ;' 
they professed a greater purity of pUna prejudice 
than the 11ahomedan ladies of Europe. awl other 
eountries; and more zealously and religiou.ly prac­
tilJ<:d a more holy .ystem of auper.'itima. Sucli 11'88 

their sense of delicacy, that to them the ligbt of mao 
was pollntion; and the piety of the nation rendered 
their resident'e a lIQutuary. What then would their 
lordships thi"k of the tyranny of the man who con\d 
act in open defiance of those prejndices, wbich were 
50 interwoven with the very existence of ladies iJIi 
thatcoontry. that they could not be removed bot by 
tkalh p. What he asked, would their lor&hips think 
of the man who could threaten to profane and win­
late the &anctoary of the highest description of Ja­
cliea in Oude, by saying that he would storm it with 
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his troops, Ilnd reniove,:the' inhabitants from it by 
'force?''-';'' , .- '.1 '."" . ' .. ",1'"<;.-), • 

, Mr;, Sheridan dwelt for, ,some I time with great 
feeling on this point. He· next 'adverted. to the 
treasures in the Zenana~and' the relation, which the 
Bow: Begu~ and the Nabob stood to.,each.other,:and 
to Mr.; Hastmgs. "He' :adduced IVan01U~ arguments' 
to shew, that these; treasures did, not,; belon g. tor the 
state, but to the Begum; arid mosl! happiIY'Tidi-­
culed the memory of'·M,; Middleton,sthatremllm..' 
bered inference,; but, forgot tthe'fac/,·thatt,woulci 
support them; nay, sometimes' remembered.thefactil 
that overturned them.-'l'hus, he said, the treasures 
must have belonged to the 8tate"and,.consequentlYi 
were the', inheritance of the i ,Nabob,.,because' 1hat 
Prince had drawn for a large 8um,' which was to be 
paid OU' of ,those treasures., hue> his, draft, ftltU not' 
Moored--And;he said, ><they could not ,be the pro­
perty of the Begum; for heremembel'ed"thatwhen; 
th~ Nabob'li draft was returned, without having peen 
honored, the Begum drew for. the same sum" upon­
the .• ame treasures, anel tAe':money twas, instantly, 
paid.'" ,"lll,· ... -}' \ :;1;,".':1 iI; 'J. , .' .'i. ~.,;~., '.- • 

" Mr. Sheridan.hewed next, ,that there was 'very' 
good ground for presnming, that the treasures pos-' 
sessed by the Begum were the property of that Prin':', 
cess \" she had endeared, herself to . her hnsband, the' 
late' N abab" by flying tol hilJli in-the moment of his~ 
distress, after his! defeat at ,Buxar( andca.rrying' 
witlr her to his relief the jewels; with which in hap. 
pier days. his'fondness for, he,o'had enriched her~' 
upon these she'l'llised him a large, 8Upply~ ,When 
the political gen~rosity: of -this country restored him 
afterwards to his throne, his. gratitude to his wife 
knew no bound~:" her ascendancy over' him'was, 
nch; that she prevailed npon him to appoint his son 
by her, his successor. ! ," , '!', " 

"Th~ present N abo~;:88 had appeared. from a p,as-< 
III\ge lna letter" written by' Mr. Hastmgs to him,' 
aDd since proved in evidence, owed, to her ,Dot only:' 
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his birth. lIlJd sueees.iou , t. the erowD, bot 11110 til. 
preservation of his life; for one day hi, savage f .. , 
ther.is a rage attemptiult' to cut lIilM dowD wilh hie 
seymet.er, tlte BegulD rushed between ker IIIJllbalvl 
aad her SOD aud. laved the latter, througk the 1011 of 
some of ber own blood; for llbe wa. wounded by tbe, 
blow that Wall not aimed at her. A 10ft 110 b&-, 
friended aud so pI!tlserved, MI'. Hulinga had armed i 
agaitIst snel. a mothe.-he iovaded &he rightl .f that, 
prince, that he might compel hilD to yiolate tbe lawI, 
of Ita_re, ~ pluodering his parent; aDd he made. 
him • • law, that he might afterwards make him ... 
'IIIOfUIW. Mr. HastiDgB was bound to be the pro., 
tecItw of the Begnm. iDlltead of ber pltmderer;' for. 
her bOBb~ on bis death ~ed. bequeathed ber to bis. 
frieadsbip; ud Mr. Baltings had alway. eaUed &hat. 
hushaDd ku brotAer-but DO CODIIideratioQ could 
make him discbuga the dutiea. of any obligatioD 
that eonld set bounds 69- hie rapacity. . 

Tbe iuienerence of Mr. Bristew in 1776, in the 
cli1rerence between the Begu_and the Nabob,. iu 
eoueq..mce of the claims of the latter. was the Ddt 
ground of IIr. Sheridan'. observatione.-Mr. Bm.. 
tow had then, in II COIn'enatioa with the IUperior 
or elder Begum. throw. 006 8ft iuill1lMioa, that 
the treasures which .be llilelled were tbe .tr ... , 
_es of the state;........ lID tbit in.m.auou.' .. , 
termed by Mr. Bristow hilD8elf, .bad Mr. Haltinge 
founded all biB argumentl on thai; head, aad CIQ, 

wftieh r.e Jately appeued to place ... _It reliance •. 
-Tle Beg_ auhat time g..,e lIP .. AsopJ.ul 
Dowlah _ amounting to aM Imndred aad lilt, 
thOUSIID4 pouudl.-OC un. a part WM io be paUl 
ia ~ wJDch,. as tiley ftMMteci of anoe. ele­
ph.ts, Io~. the Nabob alleged to be hill propetty .. 
iaud refilled to accept .. payment. Thill eceaei0ne6 
a dispute. which wa. referred to the :Boerd 0' Cal­
eatta. ML IIaItiap then l'indieated &be right of 
the Begums to all &be ~ ia the Zeaaoa. .... 
~hl OYe~ tbellllljority of theconru:il to_ .. 
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nion.i : The ideas then plaeed onreco'rd·be had sit~cer 
found it tonvehienl to disown, alt· belonging noll-tO' 
him, but to the majority of tbe council!" .. I 

• ., There 'are,!' <said Mr;' Sheridan, ",in thilufol 
semblage, those wbo are perfect in tbeir ideas of Jaw: 
and' justice, and who nnderstand tolerably weJl1 ma;.> 
jrwitie, and minorities; but boW' shall I· instance> 
this'lIew doetrine· of Mr. Hastings i' . It· is.'asit 
Mr. Burke, the peal leade,. -of the Ctlt.i8e,' sbouldl 
some teu years· bence revile the managers, and ciom-.' 
mend Mr. Hastings,!"'" Good God I'" mighr lay ene 
of those· gentlemen,' .. it was you who instigated: 
the' enqUiry ~ it was you who made me think U' I 
did !"n Aye ; very trne," might Mr. Burke reply) 
II but I was thert in a minority ~ I am l'lOW in • mao; 
pity;' I bave left D?: opinions behil'ldime; and. 
I am no longer respomubleo'! ,. . . ..,,,... 1 

, The elaimsbowever,··if,wasobservablejof thi; 
Nabob, as to the treatmre ef the Begums,: were< aI 
thii time the only plea 'alleged for- tbesenUi'e, 
Tbese were' always founded Olf '" passage of ·tbal 
KoraN' ""hieb wasperpetuaUy·ql1oted,· bl'il' lIel'e~ 
proved',-NotI··8, word 'walt· tbenmentioned of file 
IItl'llnge rebellion, which was afterwards conjured 
up; 'and of which tile existfflce alld the nolM'iety wer" 
equallyia seeret'l'-a disaffecfioli which.was at.iU 
height at tbe·..-el')' time when· the Bel:'lms were dis-+ 
pensing their liberality to the Nabob, and exercisinf!1 
the greatest generosity to'. the· Englislt offieers in 
mstress t ........ a disturbance, in shon, witbout its para],. 
lei in history, whichw8lt nised by twe_ 
CllTried on by two· eunuchs-and finally snpl?ressed 
by alt tZlfidtmit t· ". i . . 

_. Mr. Sheridarr fIlen advertelto· the negotiatiOl'ls 
(Jf Mr; MiddletOl'l with the Begums .in·1178, whell 
the'discontents of the wperiOl" Begum would have 
il'lduded' her'to leave' the' 'conntry, unlen her autho­
rity was sanctiol'led, and her property secured by the 
guarantee ef the cOD?Pany.-This. gu~rantee the 
cOllIi8el-or Mr. Hastings. had thougl&t it n~cesslU)' 

1'2 
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te deny, lis knowing tbat if the agreements with the 
elder Begum were proved, it would affis to Mr.· 
HaHtings tbe guilt of all tbe8ufi'erings ohhe women. 
of the Khord Mabal, the revenues for .whose IU.,. 
port 'were secured. by the IBme engagement. la. 
treating this part of the lubject, the principal diffi-; 
culty arose from the uncertai. evidence of Mr. Mid­
dleton,wbo, though concerned in the negociation 
of the four treaties, could not recollect affixing hil 
lignature to 'hree out of that nnmber. Mr. Sheri. 
dan proved however, from the evidence even of Mr •. 
Middleton, that at reaty bad been .ignpd in October, 
1778, wherein tbe rights of the elder Begum were 
fully recognized; .,rovision secured for tbe wo­
men and children 0 tbe· late Vizier in the Khord 
Mahal; and tbat these enga~ements bad received 
the fullest IBnetion of Mr. Hastings. These facts 
were confirmed by _ the evidence of Mr. Purling, .. 
gentleman, who' Mr. Sberidan said, bad delivered 
himselffairly,41nd as having no foul IecreU to COIr. 
eeal.· He bad transmitted copies of these engage-

• ments in 1780.to Mr. lIastingl at Calcntta; the 
answer returned was, tbat in arranging the taxes 00 
the otber districts, he should pBII over tbe jagbires of 
the Begums. No notice Will tben ta.keD o( any 
impropriety in tbe transactions in 1778, nor any 
notice given ·of aninteaded revocation of those en­
gagements. 

But in June, 1781, when General Clavering and 
Colonel MODSOn werll DO more, and Mr. Franci8had 
returned to Europe, all theluJard and arrear of colo: 
Iected evil burst out without restraint, and Mr. Hu­
tings determined on bis journey to the upper p~ 
'riD~-lt was tben, that without adverting to in­
termediate tranlBctionl, .be met with tbe Nabob 
,A.soph 01 Dowlah at ClnJDar, and received (rom him 
the mysterious present m 100,0001. To Corm • pro­
per idea of this transaction, it was only nece8l111ry to 
Consider the respective situation of him .ho gave, 
~d.of him who received &his present. It w~ Dot 



gi'f'en by the. NaboJ) from the supertlux or biswealth 
nor io' the. abundance ot: his esteem, ,fp~. the wan' to 
whom.it was given. u It was 011 the 'contrary. a' pro:­
digal bounty" drawn' from ·s !Country depopulated"':' 
a.: matter . wh"ther by 'natural ca08~, Ol'o by the 
g~ding of oppression. '~t was raised by an exacti?n~ 
which took what calamIty. had spared, and rapID. 

-overlooked ;~and pursued, those, 8ngry I dispensa-o 
tions of Providence, when a prophetic chastisement 
had been ~nflicted 00 a fated r.ealm.-'", The secrecy 
which bad marked·, this transactionw8s. oot the 
smallest proof of. its criminal;ty. When Benarum 
Pundit had" a short time .before, made '8 .present to 
the company ,of a lack of rupees, Mr .. Hastings, iu , 
his own language,. deemed it "worthy the praise of 
being,'Terorded;'\ ,but ilL this .instance"when ten 
times that sum, was given, neither, Mr. Middlero. 
110r the council, were acquainteQ with the transao­
tion,until Mr. Hastings, four months after, felt him­
self compelled to write an account to England, and 
the, intelligence returned thUll, circuitously 'to his 
friends'in Iodia! It was peculiarly observable iu 
this .transactiou; how much the liistre88es. of the .Ii£. 
fer.ent parties were.at variance., Mr; Hastings tra.­
'wels to the Nabob to see, ,no doubt, and ,enquire into 
his distresses, but I immediately, takes: from, him: 
.1oo,ooOl. to he 8fplied to the necessities oCthe dia­
tressed East IndIa, Company; but on farther deli,.. 
:beration, these considerations vanish; a third object 
arises more. <worthy than either ofthe .former, and 
the, money is ,taken, from the. one, and! demanded 
from the other, to be ,applied, to theuseof.-the 
.distreueG Mr. Hastings." " , • 

" 
,The money,)t was ,alleged by Mr •. Hastings, had 

been originally, taken to discharge ' the arrear of the 
-army. Ithad not long been applied to that use. he­
ause 'it was received. in bills on Gopal Dos, a rich 
banker at Benares, who was then kept a prisoner by 
Cheit Sing;-.Major Scott· being questioned 0& the 
aobject, declared.~~ bills on Gopal Dos_were as 

• 
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&,000 as casb, for that tbough tbe principal of the 
bouse was a prisooer, that ci.rcumstance made DO 

difference whaf:soe¥eI' with tbe other JlartDen. TbUi 
Mr. Hastings was inooDSiateot with himself, byal­
leging an. objection which should have prevented 
hill taking the money in the first instance, for tb. 
purpose he had llta&ed; and Major Scott contra­
dictiDg Mr. Hastings, remond the objectiOD, and 
restored the bWlinell~ to its original footing. Bot 
through all those windings of mysteriou. hypocriMy, 
and of ertiDcial concealment, it wa. easy to IDlIl"k 
tbe BenS8 of biddeu guilt. "lr. Halltingt him.If, 
being driven from every other bold, advanced the 
»tale plea of ,tate 1u:ce,lity. But of this necel.ity be 
bad brongbt no proof; it wall a n~c_ity which 
listeued to whispers for the purpose of crimination. 
and dealt in romour to prove iu own existence. T. 
a general leading Jhe armies of Britain-to an ad­
miral bearing her thunders over the _s, the plea of 
necessity might be indulged. if tbe wants of' lb_ 
were to be IiUpplied wbose blood had bno llpilt ia 
tbe service of their country; bot his .. ltale 'UC~"t!l. 
R'J'8Il(I. JJlagnanimoDfl, and all commllllding-went 
hand in hand with bouor, if not with uae-it went 
forth with our arms, wben Webero could piumehimsell 
like tbe imperial eogle on bit nest, unlUl88ilable !­
and amidst bis fair SUccessefl, look down in jWlti6ed 
disdain 011 any malevolent challenge of minute 
error; hisfame II. firm /IIi the rock, wbich, (rom bit 
defence, all the enemy had battered in vaiu !" 

Ou the bnsineas of the treaty of Cbnnar, which 
80CCleeded the acceptance of tin. bribe, Mr. Sberidaa 
WBfl equally yerspicuoull and equally severe. It 
_ a proceeding, be observed. whicb, .. it bad its 
beginning in corruption. bad ita continuanOll ia 
fraud, and its end in violence. The first propon. 
tiOli o( the Nabob, after hi. _at liberality, wu, 
that the army aboold be ftUlO'fed. and aD the Eng­
lisJa recalled from bis domiaions. The bribe whick 
lie bad givea ... the obvious price • &heir UlllQ9aL 



lie felt t'he weigid ef thei .. oppression :.;...be knew; 
to speak hi. own langllage, "that when the Englisll 
staid, tIley .taid to ask for SOIIIething." Though 
their predecessors had exbaustedtbe revenue ~ 
tbeughthey had shakeu the tree uutil nothing re~ 
mained UPOIl its leaftess bl'llllChes, yet f1 new ilight 
was _ -the wiug to watch the first hudtlifI!Jl of its 
prosperity, and to nip every promise of Mnre lux",­
mnce. . 
- T. this demand Mr. Hastings had promised to 
accede, and to recal every Englisbman from the 

-pl'Oviuee; but by an evasion which Mr. MiddletoD 
disclosed with .0 much difficulty to their lordships 
Oil the lalt clay of bit appearance, the promise was 
lVirtnaUy recalled. No ~rder, WilI'e afterwards given 
for the estahlisliment of Englishmen in the pt'lWince, 
-but nlCllfllrAerada.io\'IB of the _ same effect with. Mr. 
Middleton and the Vizier were sent, and the praC­
tice >continued. In the llgreement respecting the 
resumption of the .Jagbires, the Nabob had been 
.duped by a similar deception. He had demanded 
and OOtainedleave to resume those of certain hidi­
vidoals; -Mr. Hutings, however, defeated tbe per­
mission by making tbe erder general; knowing that 
there were BOrne favorites 0( the Nabob whom be 
eould by DO means be brought to dispossess, Such 

,W88 the conduct efMr. Hastings, not in tbe-moment 
of cold or crafty policy, bot in the hour of conn­
. dence and the effervescence of his gratitude for tbe 
favour he bad jnstreceived. Soaring above every 

. -ClO111moa feeling, he could deeeive the man to whose 

. .liberality he stood indebted--even his gratitude was 
.perilouB; and a daJJge1' actually awaited OD tbe ra­
j ~'Which be was to -make to an effusion' of gene-
TORtyI. . " . _. . 

The tnmsactiOllS ill which Sir Elijah Impey bore 
a share, and the lienor-of his evidence, were the next 
objeeta.ofMr. She\oidan's animadversion. The late 
chief justice of Bengal, he remarked, had repeatedly 

.;stated, tht.t Mr. HastiDgs had left Calcutta with '-
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resourceS in his view-those of Benares and ofOude. 
It appeared. however, from every circumfttance, 
that the latter resource was never in hi. contempla.­
tion, nutil tbe insurrection in Benares, terminating 
in the capture of Bedjegur, had destroyed 1111 hi •. 
hope..q in that province. At that iJl~tant tbe mind of 
Mr. Hastings, fertile in resources, fixed ittwlf on the 
treasures of the Begums, and Sir Elijah Impey WBI 
dispatched to collect materials for their criminlW 
tion. .. But I have ever thought," said ,l.\J r. ~heri. 
dan, " the Selection of 8uch a perlOnage. for luch .. 
. purpose, one of the greatest aggravations ofthe gUilt 
of Mr. Hastings.". That he. the purity of whote 
character should have inBoenced hi8 conduct, eveD 
in his most domestic retirements; that. he, who. if 
consulting the dignity pf British jUHtice, should have 
remaiued as stationary as his court in Calcutta;­
that such a man lihould be called to travel .soo 
miles for the transaction of such a business. wu .. 
deviation without a plea, and IL degradation without 
example. This, however, was in. lOme degree .. 
question to be abstracted for the cousideration of 
thO!!e who adorned and illumined the _ts of justice 
in Britain, and the purity of whOle character pre­
cluded the necemty of any further observatioDl OB 
80 different a conduct. 

'Vith respect to the manner in which Sir Elijah 
Impey had delivered his e"idence. it reqnired some 
observation, though made without imputing' to that 
gentleman the smallest culpahility.-Sir Elijah had 
admitted, that in giving bis evidence he had nnu 
answered without looking eqnally to the probability 
and the consequences olthe fact in qnestion. &we­
times he had even admitted circnmstances of which 
he had no recollection be) ond the mere probability 
that they had taken place.-By consoltlDg in tbia 
manner what was probohle, and the contrary. he 

. might certainly have corrected hia memory at time80 
and Mr. Sheridan said he would accept that mode 
of giying bis testimony. provided that the inverse 
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of the proposition might also' have plac'e, and thaI 
where a circumstanCe was improbable, a simil~r de­
gree ,of credit might be" subtracted from the testi.: 
mODY of the witness.. Five ti!Des in the house of 
commons, and twice iii that court, for instaDce,:had 
Sir Elijah Impey'borne testimony that a rebellion 
W8ll raging at Fyzabad at the time of his journey to. 
Lucknow. Yet 00 the eighth examination, he had 
contradicted all the former, and declared, that what 
he'meant was, that the rebellion had been raging, 
and' the country was then in som~ .degree restored 
to quiet. The reasons aRsigned for t~e former error. 
were, that he had forgotten a letter. received from, 
Mr. HastinD's, informing him', that .the rebellion was 
quelled, and tbat he had' also forgotten;"his own ,pro­
position of travelling through Fyzabad w Lucknow; 
With r'.'spect to the letter, nothing could be said, a8 
it was not in evidence; but the other observation 
would scarcely be adm4tted, when it was recollected 
that in the house of commons Sir Elijah Impey had 
declared that it was his proposal to travel through 
Fyzabad, which had originally brought forth the in­
formation; that the way W8ll obstructed by the rebel­
lion !-Froin this information Sir Elijah Impey had 
gone by the way of lllyabad; but what was.yet 
more singular, 'W8ll, that on his return' he would 
again have returned by the wa.v of Fyzabad,ifhe had 
not been again informed of the danger; so that had 
it not been for these friendly informations, the chief 
justice would have run plump into the very {ocus or 
the rebellion !-' There' were two circumstances, how­
'ever, worthy of remiuk: the first was, that Sir 
Elijah Impey should, when charged with so danger­
OUM a ('omm\lt~ion as tllat of procuring evid~nce, t-o 
prove that the' Begums had meditated the expul~ 
sionoftheir son from the throne, and oftbe English 
from Bf'nlfdl, twice intend to pass tbrough tbe city 
of their re~idence. . " ' .. 

.. 'l'his gidt.(v Chief Justice, said Mr. Sheridan. 
disregttrds business: . He wants to see the country : 
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Like Some innOcenllchool-boy, he takes the prim .. 
rose path, 1lnd amule. himself B8 he goea L ne 
thinks not that his errand is on danger and deatb ; 
and tbat his pU'Y of pletuure eDds in loading otbers 
with iron •• " When at Lucknow, he never men. 
tion. the affidavits to the Nabob i-no, .he is too 
polite i-be never talks of them to Mr. HBSting'l­
out of politenesl too. A. Mtuter of Cer_ie, ia 
Justice! When examined at the bar, he lBid,-be 
imaginel tbere must bave been a ,worn interpreler, 
from the looks of tbe manager. How I looked, 
Heaven knows, said Mr. Sheridan, buhncb. pby. 
liognomist tbere is no escaping. He sees a IWont 

interpreter in my looks;-he lees the manner of 
taking an oath in my look, !-be leel tbe Bason aud 
tbe GangeR in my looks! A.s for him8elf, be only 
loob at the top, and boUMn, of affidavits! In_eo 
yean be take. ure never to look at th ... Iwear. 
ings; and tben goes home one night, :and undoes 
the whole; tboue-h, when be has seen them, SiJo 
Elijab 8ee1DS to know less about them thaa whea 
he was DOt. 

The second circummnC8 wortby of observation, 
was, tbat if a conclusion could be formed from • cloud 
of circometanceB, the inference on this oocasion 
wonld undoubtedly be, that Sir Elijah Impey wu 
dismaded, by Mr. Hutings and AIr. Middleton, 
from passing by the way of Fyzabad, B8 well 
knowing, that if, ... friend te lIr. Baaing., he 
were to approach the BeguIDl, he would be _ 
vinced, by hi, reception, tbat DOthing conld be 
more foreiga (rom the troth tban the ide •• f their 
mPJlMed di&afi"ection. It WBI alao observable, that 
Sir Elijallimpey, at LuckDOW, taking evidence i. 
the face of day in support of this cbarge of rebel­
lion against the Begum., wheD COlITersing with the 
Nabob aDd hi. minister, heard not a single word 
from either, of a rebellion, by whie" it W88 pro­
puted to dethrone tbe Nabob, and te ehange the 
government of .bis domiDi_I-A.ad ecJoall11111ac> 
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countable it appeared, . that Sir Elijah Impey, ",b6 
had advised the taking, of thOlieaffidavits Jllr the 
safety.of. Mr. Hastings, had never read them at the 
time, for the p~JrPOse of seeing"'II'bether they 'Were 
sufficient for tile purpose, or the coatrary !_After 
80 long a reserve, however, aad aftea" .declaring 
ou oath that bethought it unueee_ry, the .ned 
step taken by Sir Elijah Impey was to read the afli.,.' 
davita, as, however la:te, they mightcolltribote 
IOmething to hil informamon. He lwi heen jed to 
tbis Btudy, by his own allegation, from aaving bellll 
misled by Mr. Sheridan; one of the managers 10' 
the part of the ComlDORl, . who. by looking .at .. 
book which he held in bi, hand, bad perluaded kim 
to declare that a sworn interpreter was pr.esent.llll 
the receiving of those affidavits ;-that Major Da",. 
was present for that purpose ;-ud that whoe¥er it 
was, he was perfectly satisfied with his conduct all 
this occasion ;-when it was actually in evidence 
that no interpreter whatsoever was present. Now, 
said Mr. Sheridan, how. I,by merely looking into 
a book, could intimate the presence of . an interpre­
ter; could inculcate the assistance of Major Davy; 
and could also 160ft; the satisfaction oonceived by Sir 
Elijah Impey; are questions which I beli.we that 
gentleman alone is able to determine '! , 

He should ·I\dmit. bowever, he said, that Sit 
Elijah Impey had not 8trict1y attended to forms, Oil 

the OCC81IIOII W taking those llffidavits; that 'he 
had merely directed the Hible to be given to the 
Whites, . and the Korall ,t1) the Blacks, and baa 
packed up in bis wallet tbe returns of both witboot 
any fn!'tber enquiry; or thllt he ball glanced over 
them in India, baving pl'ffiol1sly cut off all com­
munication between his eye and his mind, 110 that 
110 consciousness was transferred from the former to 
tbe latter; and tbat he had read them in England, 
i( pOlisible. with less information: however strango 
~luise circumstances might be. he would admit tbeDJ. 
all ;-ho would even.wmt, that the .affidavits were 
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legally' ana properly' taken, and yet would prove 
tbattbose affidavits were not sufficient to sustain 
anyone point of criminality against tbose- wbo 
were tbe subjects of tbe present cbarge. 

After 80me brief observations on some part. of the 
'affidavits, particularly on tbose of a native officer, 
.who, as Mr. Sberidan observed, gave a specimen 
-of platoon firing in bis evidence," by ~ving tbree 
affidavits in one day j* he concluded with observing, 
tbat as it would tend" very much to abbreviate tbe 
discussion of the. present cbarge, to enter more 
largely into tbe tendency of tbose affidavits, he 
should therefore make a pause for. tbe present. and 
take the libelty of calling the attention of their 
Lordships more particularly to tbis point on an en­
.ning day. 

At 1IIdf-put f- 0' £flICk the Cnrt tufjt1llf'ftUl f4 Friday flUt. 

FRIDAY, 1" •• 8. 

Th C"", bting InIk4 at 1IIdf-pDII trdtle, tiftet' /I """" p4lIM, 

";MR. SHERIDAN resumed biB speecb, by expre~ 
ing bis satisfaction, tbat in the interval of tlie ad­
journment. the remaining part of tbe evidence, &c. 
had been printed and laid Wore their Lordsbips ;-­
as it was tbe wish of the managers tbat every doca.­
ment lihoold be before the coort at the time, for the 
~ of determining with more accuracy wbether 
tbey bad or bad not bOme oot tbe cbarges which 
they presented. • 

Recorring then to the affidavits taken by Sir 
Elijah Impey at Lockoow, tbey formed, he ob .. 
served, a material article in tbe defence IIf Mr, 
Hastings;.and on tbe decision of their Lordship, 



respecting the weight, of ,the allegatiofis w bich they 
contained, a great part of this' question 'would 
:linally'depend.With respect ~ one:part of:the 
charge made on the Begums,-their having :shewu' 
an nniform spirit of hostility to ,the'Britishgovern-' 
ment,- it had not only failed, but was absolutely 
abandoned by the counsel Carthe 'prisoner,· as not 
being supported bya tittle of evidence. ·'In· de~ 
ciding ,on the other parts of this charge; their having" 
committed an overt-ad of 'l'ebellion, their having 
inflamed the Jaghirdars; and' excited the dist-on.; 
tents in Onde,' their Lordships were to consider the­
situation in which Mr. Hastings'stood at tbetimeo 
these charges were made. Having failed in his at-< 
tempt at Benares, his mind.wasentirely directed to 
the treasures' of the Begums., He knew tbat 'sucb 
:was the situation into which he had plunged the 
affairs of the Company" that he knew he could'not 
,address his venal masters, unless some treasure waS' 
found;, He had, therefore, stood forward as ail ac~ 
cuser, 'where he was also ,~'preside as a jndge ;~ 
and with, much caution shouW that judge be heard" 
who has apparently a profit on the conviction,' and 
an interest In the condemnation.of the party to be 
tried. He would not from this infer, however; that 
the charge was groundless; . but he would argue, 
that un~il fully proved; it should'not meet with im" 
plicit credit. Tt was obviouS also' that the attempt 
said to have been made by the' Begums to, dethrone 
the Nabob and extirpate the Englis&,'wai in the 
highest degree improbable; but he' would not' infer 
from thence,: that it 'was impossible ... There iii ia 
humaD, na~~a ,Perverse propensitt to evil,'which 
.had sometImes caused tbe, perpetration of bad: acts! 
without any obvious gratification' resulting to the 
perpetrator. 'All he should claim;' therefore, was; 

, that the accusations" brought by Mr. Hastings 
:against the Begumli, should undergo a candid exa .. 
lJlin~tion" and that' probable evidence, at least. 

t .. I' 'i ,. I . "I':, .. '., : 
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should be brought to the sopport of cbarg-e. in them ... 
leI ve. improbable. 

Mr. Hanings. hi. defence bad eomplaioe~ 
that bis prOll8cutor had attempted to blacken thelle 
affida.,its as rash, irregalar. and irrevelaDt;. whem 
they had been anthenticated by the pr8Jl8nee of Sir 
Elijab lmpey. and as he also observed, beiog takeD 
in an enquiry, directed IOlely to elltabliah tbe guilt 
of Cheyt Sing. they were merely au aece8lJ8l'y evi .. 
dence in the prelent case, and were therefor. Ie. 
liable to suspicion. The r_ing, in this laIf. i .. 
stance, Mil'. Sheridan O~"ed, would undoubtedly 
be good,;-but that tbe aaertion, that the enl]oine. 
were e.e1usively directed to the mmiuatJOD of 
Cheyt Sing, had been pt'OYedan absolute fabehood, 
as they Were reali, intended to justify what WaJ 
afterwards to be done. With res~ to the epitheta 
beIf.owed 00 th_ aSidarita by m. honorable friend, 
the truth would best app_ Ir_ .. re.,iew of their 
conteaa . MI. Sheridan thea proceeded to r_k 
em the dciaYit. BeYeraU,. .. (ar u they relatecl to 
chuges against the Bepmt. TIMMe 01 the Jem. 
1D8d~ 01' Dati.,. 1Dbalt.em officers, c:eotaine4l 
uothiDg, it appeared, bot np ramollr aad improa 
liable 1DI'IIrise. 

One deponent, wbo was • black officer ia ooe of 
oar regiment. of Sepoys,. stated, that haYing. eoa;. 
aiderable Dumber of. people as hostages, in • fort 
where Jae _ .. maaded, and wb. bad been lent 
thither Ity Colenel B_y, the eouutry people got 
muud the tOrt, aDd demanded tbd the, .bould be 
deli.,ered up;.-but instead of com~ with their 
request, he put almOllt tweoty of to cIeath: 
he afterward. threw down .. me of the battlemeotl 
of tbe fori, BOd killed four more of tbe h08tag'eB; 
and, on another day. the beads of eigbteea more 
were struck otr~ and among them the head of • 
great Rajah of the _try. by order ., Colonel 
lIano-y_ The people IUIIJld ~ were earaged at 
this 81ecntWD, and CI'Owded abou& the Con: lOme 
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of. 'them; were heard to ·sa1'. that the Begums bad , 
offered a reward of 1000 rupeeli ·foll 'the bead .. II 
every European.; 100 for ,the head of every Sepoy 
officer; and 10 for tbe heuof a common Sepoy.­
But it appeared afterwards; pretty.clearly, that· no' 
such lI'ewards- had, ,in reality., been offered; for. 
whelL Ca.ptaia-. Gordon'lI detachment took; the field ... 
the people whctBlIl"I'onnded ,him, told him, tbat if ,he; 
would. delivew,np' hisaraisand hiS< baggage, .theY" 
would let hillL aoll his· meBcontinU8 theiit' route nn-' 
molested: s. littls were. they disposed to ·enrich! 
themselves by the slaughter of the British force.'I,' 
that when Captain Gordon's detachmehtwas ,re·­
duced, lJy', deserti.cln, to,. men, and when ·thef 
~aughteJ! Ol1captl1l'8 of tbelDl ","ould' ha\"e beelll' of' 
collue a wowk-, tef very little difficulty, the,' countryJ 
people .remained satisfied with the dispersion of thai 
detl£hment, and. then returned tG theill homes, witb-l 
Ollt at&mpting to attack:. the poor remains of tbat! 
detaclunent'-the,. meawlio.ccmtinu:ecl withCs,... 
tain Gordon •. That geDtleman, -in kill affidavit 8'I.Ip'd 
ptJ6e/t ilia Begumll to' have encollraged the, COWltF}'! 
people to ri~" hecanse wben be aFlliYed at the bankl 
of therivel! SfJ!'&ndaNuffa" on theopp08ite bank ot 
which stands the towa of Sannda f the Fowadar.oal 
Governor, whocoJJlmanded there for the. BtmI' Be":' 
fP1t1R't iJl. wlmse jaghiee 1hetowD lay,; dieA not iAJ 
wnlly 8lind boata to mny bim and hill men over·'lh. 
riftr; and becaWJe the FowzdarpoiDJted, twO' Of' 
three gune aeron the river •• Now,- admitting' botill 
these facta to be true, ·they could not atreet th .. Be;t 
gWDs, fop it was the,dutyef the Fenndar tGbeon 
bis g\l8lr~ and.llOl to lei treop.,mto his forllyUDtilL 
be knew for what purpose they 'appeared before it., 
Ia tbe Dekt place, there WlII!I Bothing in the affidavit 
whieR indicated that th. guns were pointed' against 
('apiaill Go,"oo..atla Au mea; on the eentrary, it 
wu possible- tIlat thelle guns had. made that geud&< 
IlIaalt puraueQ dispene;: fur it was mher remark­
able, 'lltattbe, should pursue, him; wIUI8t beWaII.i1l1 
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force, and should give over the pursuit, when, by 
the desertion of .his soldiers, his detachment WR8 re­
duced to tt:1l men. However, whatever might have 
been the cause of their dispersion, Captain Gordon 
at length got across the river. and found himllelf in 
a place of ,afet!/, as soon as he got into 8 town that 
W88 under the authority of the Begum., who cau8ed 
him to he llent afterwards, under a protecting guard, 
to Colonel Hannay. This circumstance was IUp­

pressed in the affidavit made afterwards by Captain 
Gordon; for what purpose it W81 not for him to 
judge. 
. Hyder Beg Cawn, the minister of the Nabob, 
though swearing both to rumour and to fact, could 
mention no particulars of an insurrection which W8I 

to have dethroned his sovereign. Nor W8I the evi­
dence of Colonel Hannay and the other Englilh offi­
cers more ('(Inclusive: loud tuspicion. a,peared to 
have been propagated ata time of general disturbance, 
and when the Hames of war were ragin~ in the 
neighbouring province of Benares. Mr. MJddletoD, 
though swearing after ~ he had. receind hiA 1inal 
crders from Mr. Hastings respecting the .eizure of 
the treasures, could only say, that he believed the 
Begums had given countenance to the reb ell, . and, 
he had heard, some aid. . The whole of the depo­
sitions, Mr. Sheridan observed, were so futile, that 
were they defended in an inferior conrt of jnstice, 
he was convinced he should be forbidden to reply, 
and told that he. was combating with that which 

. was nothing! 
With respect to the fust part of the charge, the 

rebellion of the BegtIlDI. he could find no trace or 
any lIIlch transaction. . 

.. The best antiquarian in our Society," Mid Mr. 
Sheridan. .. would be. after an. Dever the wiser!­
Let him look where he would. where caD he find 
any ..-estige of battle. or a single blow? In thil 
rebellion, there iI no 8Oldier. neither bone nor foot : 
not a man iI knowa fighting; DO offic:e-order JOr-



"Vives, not an express . i. to be seen. ThisG;reat 
Rebellion, as notorious as uur Fwt!l.jiIJe,·' passed 
'away-unnatural, ,but -not' taging--be.qinning in 
'ftOthing-and ending, no doubt,' just as' it began! 
, .. If rebellion,' my Lords,"can thus engeliderun­

'BeflDj it ill time for us to look about.· '.What hithertO 
.lias been dramatic, may become historical ;-'-Kiiights­
bridge may at' tbismoment be invested j' 'and all 
that "is, left us"nothing; but the forlorn hop~ 
being dealt with according' to'the· statute--bY''',thll 
8Ound: of the Riot Act, ~ and the· sight, if it C8n - be, 
~f another Elijah!"', ' , . ". , 
,',_ The Counsel had.thought proper to dwell for," 
,time on the Nabob's goin~ to Fyzabad, 011 hisre­
.turn from Chunar!' attended by 81 guard of 2000 
men. Mr. Middleton being asked;, whether these 

. ,men were well.appointed, ,:though on another occa.. 
sion he had declared I himself 'no military" man, 
-eaught in the i,nstant a' gleam' of martial ,memory, 
Ilnd ; answered in ;the affirmativ~ , The,contral'Y', 
howeger;' was proved, by the·evidence of"Captaiil 
Edwards,' who attended the Nabob 88 his Aid-de. 
'amp, and also that those troops'were actually mit­
*inous for their. p~y, w~o were·then taken to ,stop 
the progress'of cbsatfectlon! >·Yet he woul.dagree 
te all that the. 'COunsel required;-hewoilldsutfe~ 
the whole 2000 men t.' enter full trot into the city 
Df Fyzabad, ,,, whilst Middleton stood by out of hik 
wits,with a gleam of martial memorY'; .and whilst 
Sir Elijah; like a man going to learn fashions, . Ot 
freedom in England, takes a sportive tour~ 81 
smooth· and well-beaten as' Old· Breniford P . for 
Captain ·Edwards bad fully proved" that it was 
merely the U81UJZ guard of the Nabob.·lt Iwould 
therefore have been disrespectful to have gone with 
less attendance; he could have no motive 'or going 
ineog. nnless he might have intended to make' him. 
self a perfect matcb for the insurrection, which was 
also incog. or thought that a rsbellioA :without all . , 
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ar.my, would be most POOFerly ItIbdued by- priace 
<WIthout a guard.' . '. 

Another supposed proof of the disafi'edioD of the 
Begums was brought, by alleging, that 1,00(1 
Nlldgiu had been raised at Fyzabad, and lent to 
the assistance .of Cheit Sing; and this for no other 
.reason than a detachment of the aame Dumber being 
fia ahe list of the forces of the Rajab I '1' hill .iogle 
-{lirCl,lmstancewlUl taken as full and complete en. 
,dence of the identity of thOle trooplto h wu no 
,matter tha~ the officer second in command with 
Cheit Sing, had sworn that the detachment came 
from Lucknow, and not from· Fyzabad i-this Mr. 
Bastings would have to be a trifting milltake of one 
,capital for another! The I13me officeT, howel'er, 
.had allo depOsed, tbat the troops were of a different 
deacription, those of the Begum being .wordfllllen, 
and those in the service of the Rlljah, matchlock­
men. The infereDce to be made, therefore, nn • 
. doubtedly 'lV88, that the detachment did actually 
rome from Luclmow; Dot -t, perhaps. by the 
Nabob, but by eome of the JaghirdarJ, his favorites, 
who had abundant power (or that porpose, and. 
whose aversion to the Engliab had alway. bee. 
~yowed. The Dame of Sadib Ally, bis balf.J>rotber, 
bad been mentioned, as being highly criminal ia 
these transaction8j-but to the question, wby was 
lie IIOt punished?, Sir Elijah Impey bad given.the 
IJeet flDSWet' .. that bar, by informing their lord-­
.hips that Sadib Ally was miserabi1 poorl U. 
bad, therefore, found protection in bis por7"'!I, and 
ta(ety in hit iruoivacy •. EY6ry oommOD maxim of 
judgiag on, sucB oecaBioos wu certain to be oyer~ 
turned by Mr. Hasting&. It 'lVas generally sup" 
posed, t.hai the need,. were the most darinJ; and 
that Decessity was the ttrongeat .timtdu to IDDOVa. 
tWn i-but the Governor-General, iDYertillg this 
proposition, bad laid it down as an uiom,. thattbe 
aotiOJlII of the poor were lIlffi~entll punUlhed bl 
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crintempt~' thai ,the guilt of an oft"endersbould in': 
crease in a precise· ratio with his wealth; and that, 
in fine; where there was no treasure, there could 
liIndoubtedly be no trelJ801l!' '. ' " 

, Mn Sheridan next read the letter ofthe Be~m* 
to Mr.' Hastings,'. complaining of, the .sUsplcion. 
which had been so unjustly raised of her conduct; 
and referring ,to Captaia Gordon" who coul~,testify 

• I) • 

, ,. The leiter _ u folloWs :_U The dislorbau_ of ColoueJ 
JlaDnay and Mr. Qordoo ",ere made a pretence for ""mug my 
Joghire., The state ofthe matter is this :-When Colonel HanDa, 
... as. by Mr. Hasting .. ordered to march to BeDares daring tbe 
troubles of Cheit Sing. the eolonel. 111M W plomdtred the ..,ftoIe 
IDURlry • ."., ineaptJble af proeudblg • .rr- the ....... of t""'-t11 
of ZmUDIiIw" eM IuulIeUtd thil jIJ_lIble &J11ID'1Unit!l: they boo. 
raised Mr. GordQn Dear J uoivard. aDd the Zemindars of that place 
aDd Aeherpol'P opposed hi. march from tbeo~. till be arrived oear 
Sauoda.' Ae the SaBnd. Nulla, from ib o..,,80wi0Il, _ ditli""lt 
to c:roos witlwnl • boat, Mr. Gordon sent ID the Fowmar to supplJ 
him: be replied, tbe boab were aU ia tbe river; hut ..... U1d .. ,is, 
Lim. acconling to orders. as soon as possible. Mr. Gordon's .ilo. 
atioo would oot admit of his waiting; be limiod the N ulta upoo hit 
elephant, and, 11''' hospitably 1'I!Ceived ane' euterlained by; 'the 
Fowadar {or.is clay .. ,In ,the m_IiQle •• Jetterwas received by 
me from Colonel Hannay. liesiring me toesearl Mr. GordQD t, 
J'yzabad. As my friendship for the English was always sincere, 
I readily Complied, and sent lome eompanies of Nejeebs tD escort 
Mr. GOrdon. and all bis effects ID Fyzahad ; wbere. bariog ~ 
for Ilia e1W!ltIri ..... eot. hJfeeteci hiajunction witb. ,Colonel HlIIDay. 
The letters of tbanks. received from both the .. gelltl~ op0l! 
this occasion, are still in my po...,.sioll; copies of which. I gav; 
in cbarge to Major Gilpio, to be delivered 'to Mr. Middleton', 
IIHrt be might fonward them to the Governor-General.,. To Itil 
lIrief. tboae 'Who live loaded me \filii accasation$, _ ,.,. c:IetJ.". 
..... uicl.d of fsUehood. But is it not e~traordinary. that, notwitb­
.tanding the justness of my cause, nobody relieves my misfortuoes! 
M,. prayers hav. b_ eonstaodY·'olf.red to ·beaven for your 
arrival; report has BBDOBneed it; for whiell _00 I h8¥e takeR 
up 1M pen. and requHt JOU will not place implicit confidence ill 
my accusers; but weighing in the ..,ole of ju.tice tl&rir ftll •• 1IootIa 
aud lit! repr .... t.,i ..... yon win exert yoor inft....,.,. in pottin'g a 
periad til Ibe misfertnnes with which I am owrwhelmed."-H .... 
Mr. SberidllB ftmarked. tbat'the- plain and limple Isup!:,,« 
truth gaooe to th~ represeobstions of the Begum an Horenl ... 
force-her complaints were eloquence; ber supplicatio08 penul'-
'Iioo,aod het _08_ cooviction." , , 
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ller inDocence. ."lIe a1110 read the Jetter of Captain. 
Gordon to the Begum,- thanking her for her inter­
ference, and acknowledging thnt be owed his life 
to her bounty. It had been RRked, with an air ot 
some triumph, why Captain Gordon W88 not called 
to that bar? He had answer.ed tben as DOW, that 
he would not call on a man who, in hi. affidavit, 
had suppressed all mention of this important trans~ 
action. He trusted, that if ever he saw him at that 
bar; he should witness a cdbtrite zeal to do away 
the effectS o( that silel)ce, and behold a penitential 
tear (or the part he bad then taken. He hoped, 

"however, for the honor of human nature, that Cap­
tain Gordon was then under a delusion; and that 
he was led on by Mr. Middleton, who WIU '!Veil 
informed of the business, to act a part of which he 
did not know the consequences. Every feeling of 
human~ty recoiled from the tran~action taken in any 
other point of view. It W88 difficult to imagine that 
any man cOl1ld say to a benefactor, "The breath 
that I now draw, next to heaven, I owe to yon; 
my existence is an emanation from your bonnty; 
I am indebted to yon beyond all possibility of 
return, and therefore, my gratitude sllall be your 
destruction." 
· The original lettel'll on this CJC('88ion from Colo­
nel Hannay and Captain Gordon, to the Begum, 
had been transmitted by her, throngh Major Gilpin, 
to Mr. Middleton, for the pnrpose of beiog shewn 
to I-lr; Hastings; but the leaves were tom fro. 

" •. The lett ......... _ followt ........ s..g.... Saib. 01 aaIted cD.­
lJity. ~, am. ....... God .,-n'e. . 
· .. Aha- p •• 1 rag the _I ~i_ .r 1aYitude,. oIrc. ia 
the CIIIIomary ........... my acid.- • proreotecI. . 
· .. Your gneiou Idter, ill ....... to the petitioa 011--­
_ &- G.,...h, naIIed.eo F_ 1be -...... ....,.... 
• ....-kobly impr ...... with 1be ......... it _fened. M-,. the 
Almighty ~ tIIIt royal purity. ad bestow .... , i I J ......" 

.f .... Ith, aod pmspail, • 

.. newlf-'!t,-"""";' -inl6~"'" f-­... _". ~e.ctc· 
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Mr. Middleton', letter-book in the.· ~C~~ 
they· should ·have appea~ed .. When. ex i~~J 
this subject, he said, that be had deposite( e~n. 
copies of those letters in the office at Luckilo t 
that he. did. not bring 'translations' with him _ 
Calcutta, . because: he left Lucknow the. very day 
after he .had· received· the originals. . This excuse, 
Mr. Sheridan said,· he could boldly assert, was a 
flat and decidedperjuryl'* It could be proved by 
corresponding debates, that Middleton had received 
those letters· aUellst a month before. he left Luck~ 
now., I He departed from that city on. the 17th of 
October; but must have received those letters before, 
the 2Q.th of the 'preceding month. He was, there .. 
fore, well aware ·ofthe, purity of those in whose 
oppression' he was· engaged; he· knew' that their 
attachmeut was fully. proved, ,at the very time 
they were, charged ·with 'disaffection;. but as 
their punishment.was predetermiued, he, in concert. 
with. his principal, found it necessary to suppress 
the testimonials of. their innocence.-This mass of 
fraud ami cruelty; covered as it hadbeeri by every 
art which the vile agents 'could devise, was now 
bared to the view, by the aid of that power. who 
can give a giall"a nerve even to. au infanl arm: 
The. injured sufferers, with tears ,morepoweriul 
than: argument, and with sighs: more impressive 
than eloquence, . supplicated their lordships" justice, 
f .,...~ 

:' • In tbis evidence, Mr. Sheridan said in express terms," tbere 
appeared fiat peljury !_ormity, if it was so, beyond aU exJl4!C": 
!alion, made manife,t by tbat power, to wbose nod all .".."tur •• 
must bend-to wbom Jlotbing, in tbe wbole lyotem of tbougbt Of 
action, is impoosible I-wbo <:an invigorate the Irm of infancy witb 
a gianfl nerve-who <:an bring light out of darkDe8l, and good out 
of evil-can rioe the ,eonfinea of hidden miscbief, and drag forth 
each minister of guilt from awidat hi. deed. of darko ... and disas­
ter; relucllOt, aI .. ! and unrepenling;-to exemplify, at least, 
if nol alolH>; and to qualify any c .. ual sulferingo of innocence by 
Ih. final doom of its opp ...... or ;-to prove there are the neyer­
lailing eorreclUma. of God; to, make: strait the obliquity of 
IDIID." -
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and called for; that retrilintioD which .&onld alight 
on the detested but unrepenting author of tbeir 
wrongs. 

The benevolent interference of the Begum io 
favor of Captain Gordon, had been amgned by Mr. 
Bastings in biB defence, to her intelligence of the 
successes of the English at that period.-That thi. 
allegation was founded in manifest falsehood, conld 
very easil} be proved. The only success which the 
British forces at that time met with, WlIS that of 
Colonel Blair, on the 3d of September, but where 
he himself acknowledged that another "jl'to'1 gained 
at such a loss, wonld he equal to a defeat, The 
reports lipread around tbe country at the time, were 
of tbe most unfavorable cut-tbat 1\Ir. Hastings 
had been slain at Benares, and that the EngliHb 
were every where routed. There reports, 1t wa. to 
he remarked, were of infinitely more con.eqnenu 
to the present argument, than the facia which really 
occurred; bnt if any doubt remained on the mind 
of any man, it was only necessary to recnr to • 
Dever-failing evidence, in tbat of 1\1r. Hastings 
againll,t himself. In a letter to the council, w hicb 
was on record, ?tIr. Hastings acknowledged, tlu.a 
from the 22d of AogDllt, to the 224.1 of September, 
which incloded, ef course, the time of Captain Gor. 
don', liberation, he had been confined in a .ituatiOd 
of the utmost hazard-that his wety, during tbaa 
time, was extremely precarious; and that the aWaire 
of the English were generally thought to be nnra­
",orable in the extreme! 10 his defence, however, 
the!le admissioos were totally forgotten. There waa 
also, an ohsenable incoDlli&teney in what wa. there 
alleged-that Colonel Haonay had written to the 
Begum iu the stile of :ul!lication-becaose, in the 
desperate situation of ira, he bew of DO ot!1Q 
whieL he could adopt; and yet, in the eame _ 
lence it was averred, that the Begum had procured 
the release of Captain Gordon-from her know • 

.ledge of the prosperous advanc:e8 of .our army! 
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It appeared, therefore, beyond the possibility' of a 
doubt, that those princesses had demonstrated the 
firmness pf their attachment to the English, not iD 
the moment of~ucCess~not from . the impulse. of 
fear, hor from the prospect of futpre protection ;­
but at a time when the hoard .of collected veri.~ 
geance was ahout to burst over our heads; whea 
the measure of. European guilt in India, appeared­
to be completely filled, by the o'ppressions whicb. 
had just then been exercised on, the unfortunate 
Cheit .Sing ; and when offended heaven seemed 
,to interfere, to change the meak di$position of the' 
·JIlltivel,.~to awaken their resentment,-and to in-
Spirit their revenge. . , 

The Beecnul of the remaining parts of the char~ 
against the Beguw!!, was their having inB.amed 
the Jaghirdars. It was evident, however, even 
from the letters of Mr. Middleton himself, that no 
IIIIch aid was' wanted to awaken resentments; which: 

.lBust, unavoidably, have uisen . from the nature 
(If the business. Ther. were many powerful in-; 
terests concerned ;-thlt J aghires which were de,; 
pending, wer. of a vast amount; and as theil! 
owner!! by the resumption, would be .. ..meed, at 
once. to poverty and distre!ls, their OWIl feeling. 
were lufficient· to produce everyeH'ect which had 

, been deseribed. ' It was idle, tberefore, to ascribe 
, to tbe Begum., witbout .. madow of proof,' the in~ 
IIpiring of !lentimentil wbieh must have existed witb.i 
out their interference. .. I shall not waste tbe time o£ 
the pourt," said Mr. Sheridan, ... on sucla a subject; 
but appeal to yOIll' lordships, individually, io 
determine, wh.ether, ella proposal being made to 
confiscate YODf leveral estaWa,_and the magnitnde 
8£ the· objectl are IIOt rvery unequal-the interference... ' 
of ·any twoO latlies in tbi, kingdOlI) w.onld be at all 
aecellliaryto awaken ;your II'.esentment&,.a.nd to roass 
you to opposition:'. &e. '. .. . ,'" ., 

The discontents which prevailed in the pr~vince 
of' ,ouele .ba~ beea also, and with similal' justice, 
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attributed. to these princesses, and formed the tMrd 
aud last article of charge ae-ainst them. But the 
conduct of the officers residmg iu that pro'l'ioc:e; 
the repeated complaints from the natives; and the 
ackuowledged rapacity of Colonel Hannay, left no 
difficnlty in tracing those discontent. to tbe SOUrce 

whence they bad origiuated. The Nabob himlelf 
was 80 well convinced of the tyranuy of Colonel 
Hannay, that on a proposition coming from Mr. 
Hastings to send him back into the rrovince, the 
Nabob awore by Mahomet, .. That i the Colouel 
was seut back, he would quit the province. and 
come to reside. with Mr. Hastings." The Go­
vernor-General. some time after, lent sa apology 
for he suggestion; but i1 was then too late-Colouel 
Haunay. was dead-and the province ·wu deso­
late! 

.. Should a strauger IJUrvey the land (ormerly 
Sujah Dowlah's, and seek. the cauae of its calamity 
_hould he ask" what moustrous mado_ bad 
Fanged tbU$, with wide-tlJ'l'ead war-what d~ 
lating foreign foe-what disputed succelJ8ion-what 
religious zeal_hat fabled mouster baa .. talked 
abroad. and with malice aud mortal eumity to man, 
has withered with the gripe of deatb e'l'ery growtb 
of uature aud humauity~all the means of delight, 
and each original, simple. priuciple of bare as­
istence? the answer will be, if auy answer dare 
be gi'l'en, No. alas! DOt one of these thiogs! no 
desolatiug (oreign foe !-no disputed aucceasioo! 
DO religiooa IOper-serviceahle zeal! This damp of 
death is the mere effusion of Briti.h amity; we 
link under the pressure of tbeir IDpport.-.we writhe 
under the gripe of their peatiferooa alliance! 

Thus they .dered; in barren anguiab and iDef'­
fectual bewailings. .And, O. andaeioua fallacy! 
18)'11 the defeuce.of Mr. HastiogB.. What C8OI8 

was ther.e (or any incidental ills, bot their own 
resistance? . '.' 
_ The cau&e waa nature in the int ~rn principles 
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tlfmim.' It grew witb his' growth! . it strengthened' 
with his strengtb I It taogbt, him to onderstand; 
it enabled bim to feel: forwbere ihere is liumaR 
fate, :Can there be a penury of homa.n feeling? 
Where there is injury, will there not be resentment?· 
Is. not despair to be followed by courage p, .. The 
God of battles pervades and penetrates the inmost 
spirit of man, and rousing him to shake off the bnN 
then that is grievous, and the yoke that is galling; 
will· reveal the law' written in his heart, and the 
duties and privileges of his nature-the . grand; . 
universal compact of man with man!· . That power' 
is delegated in trust, for the good of all who obey 
it I-that the rights of men must arm against Dian', 
oppression, for that indifference .were' treason ta 
human state; and patience, nothing less than bIas-' 
phemy against the laws which govern the world.'~ 

That this representation was not exaggerated, 
would "appear from the description of Major Nay~ 
lor, who had succeeded Colonel Hannay, and who 
had previously· saved him from' the vengeance 
which the assembled Ryots, or husbandmen' were 
about to take on their op:rressor •. The progress of 
extortion, it appeared, hn not been uniform in that 
province; it had absolutely increased as' its t"e­

liOurces failed; and as the labor of exaction be­
came more difficult, the price of that encreased 
labor had been charged as an additional tax on the 
wretched . inbabitants! At length, evell' in their 
meek. ,bosoms, where i,yury· never 'before . begot 
reslltitmen'; nor de&]HJir aroused te cOurage, . en"' 
creased oppression. had its due effect; Theyas­
sembled roond thl!ir.oppressor, and had nearly made 
him their sacrifice. So deeply were they impressed 
with the, sense of their wrongs, that they would 
not even accept of life from those who had rescued 
Colonel Hannay.'· They presented themselves to 
the Sltords. of the soldiery; and as they lay bleed­
ing on lhe banks of their sacred stream, they com­
forted themsel~es with the' ghastly hope, that their 
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blood would not descend into the soil, but that it 
would a.cend to the view of the God of natnre, 
and there claim a retribution for their wrongs!_ 
Of a people thus injured, and thU8 feeling, it was 
all audacio\l8 fallacy to attribute the ('ondu«:t to aoy 
exiemal impnllle.- That God, who gave them the 
f- of man, implanted also the wish to vindicate 

· the rigldll of mao. Thou~b simple in their man. 
Del'll, they were not 80 uDlnformed u not to know 
that power is in every state a trullt repOll6d for the 
general good; and that the trullt being once abuaed, 
it should of course be inlltantly reseated. 

The ionocence of the Begums, Mr. Sheridan 
eontinned, being tho. most indubitably and ioOOJl.o 
trovertibly proved, it ('ould not be allowed that he 
argued fairly, if he did Dot immediately infer, from 
that proof, the guilt of 1Ur. Hastings. He would 
go so far allte admit, that llr. liastings might bave 

· beeD dclodcd Dy hill accomplicea, aDd have beau 
· penuaded into a eonviction Of a criminality which 
did Dot exist. If that were proved, he would rea­
dily agree to acquit the prisoner of the present 
charge. Bot if, on the contrary, there appeared 
ill lIi. subsequent eoudud, luch a coneealmmt .. 
denoted the fullest eonllcioosoell of guilt; if all his 
narrations of tbe busine8S were marked with ineoa­
listeney and contradictioa; that mind must be 
inllCC8lll!ible te conviction, which could entertaiA • 
doubt of hi. crimioality,.....From the _th f1I Sep­
tember, in 11' bich the seizure of the UeMlJl'88 took 
place, uutil the Jaouary foUowillg, .. ad )11'. Hu­
&iDgs wholly eoncealed the tranBactioa frolll the 
-.cit at Calcntta! If any t~ could be more 
singular tb.. this 'eoncealment, it 9U the _ • 
..,. .. liich it wu afterwat'ds attempted to be justi. 
6ed. Mr. Hastings 6nt pleaded: a want of I_e. 
He'.as writing .. the council at. time whea he 
eompIaioed of _ absolote iuutioD ;-Jae f.ODd 
&iJae t. DII1'I'8te lGIDe pl'dty Eutena tales, weepect­
ing die attacbaaeui .c the .epoys to &liar cano .... 
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and their dressing them witb flowers on paTticulair 
occasions; but of a rebeliiOIS"whicb cC)D'vulsed aa 
empire; of the ~eizure of the treasures to such an 
amount, . he could not find leisure to say one sylla .. 
ble, until he had secured aD excuse for his conduct 
in the possession of the money. The secoRd ~'" 
euse was, that all commnnication was cut .otf ·'\VitA 
Fyzabad; and this was alleged at the' time wheft 
letterll were passing daily between·hiin' and Mr. 
Middleton; 'and when Sir Elijah IOlpey had pro;. 
Dounced the road to be as' free from interruption 
as that between London and Brentford. The third 
excuse was, that Mr. Middleton had taken with him 
on his -departure fromChunar; all the IOriginal 
papers which it was necessary for Mr. Hastings to' 
eonsult. ,That the ·original papera had 1I'Iot been 
removed was evident, however, from Mr. Hasting'S 
sending a copy of the treaty of Chunar to Mr. Mid.; 
dleton, on the fourth day after the resident's depar .. 
ture; though it appea'red that it was re-inclosed ,at 
a proper time to Mr. Hastings, to be shewn to the 

, council. A copy of the same ·had been shewn to 
the Oriental Grotius, Sir Elijali lmpey; which he 
confessed his having read at the time when he de­
clared his ignorance of the guarantee granted to the 
Princesse. of Oude! . Looking to the absurdity ·of' 
reasons such' as these, 'assigned ia defence of " 
silence so criminal; Mr. Sheridaa declared, that he; 
would lay aside every other argument; that' be' 
would not dwell on any other topic of guilt, if the· 
council for Mr. Hastings would but join issne' on 
this point, and prove, to the satisfaction of the court, 
.that any of these' excuses were. in the smallest'de­
gree IIIfficient for the purpose for which ,they 'Were 
asSigned. ;, ~ '-, ,.' " .. ' ~ ". i "I 

Amidst the other artifices of 't'C!lncealment, was a 
letter from Colonel Hannay, dated October '.,, 
17tH, which Mr. Sheridan· indisputablyprcwed 
could bot have' been written at the 4ime; but was 
fabricated at a IUbaequeot period; III itoontained a: 
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'mention of facts, which eouM by no' pOll8ibility 
bave been known to Colonel Hannay at tbe time 
wben it was pretended to have been written. \Vbat. 
ever else could he done for tbe purpose of conceal. 
ment, was done in that mixture of canting aud 
mystery, of rhapsody and enigma-Mr. Hast-. 
jngs's Narrative of hi. Journey to Benare.. He 
there set out with a solemn appeal to heaven for the 
truth of bis averments, and a declaration of the 
same purport to l\Ir. Wheeler :-the faitb, however, 
tbus pledged, was broken both to God and man; 
for it was already in evidence, tbat no lin2'le tran •• 
action had occurred as it was there atated r 

~be question would naturally' occur to every 
person wbo had attended to these proceeding.­
., 'Vby Mr. Haslings had used all these efforts to 
veil the whole of this business in OJ ystery ?''-It 
was not strictly incumbent on him to answer the 
question, yet be would reply, tbat Mr. Hasting. 
bad obviously a bloody reason for the concealment. 
He bad looked to the natural effect of stron; inju­
ries ou the hUDIan mind; a, in the case 01 Cheit 
Sing, be thought that oppression mllllt beget resist­
ance j and the effortJ which might be made by the 
Begum. in their own defence, though really the 
tjfect, he was determiuell to represent as the caule 
of his proceedin"us. Even when disappointed in 
those aim. by the natural meekness and snbmmion 
of those with whom be was to act, be could not 
abandon the idea; and accordingly in bis letter to 
tbe directors, of January 6, 1782, had represented 
the mbsequent disturbances in Oude, 81 the positive 
cause of the violent measures whicb be bad adopted 
-t_ tIWfIth before those disturbances bad exi,t­
euce! He there congratulates bis ma'l1en on the 
seizure of tbOllS trea.ures wbich, by tb .. law of 
!Iahomet, be assures them were the propertl of 
.A.oph nl Dowlab. ThWl the perturbed 'pint of 
the ,Mabometan law. according to Mr. Bastings's 
idea, &till hovered rOlHld those treasures, and envied 



li88.) 

them to every possessOr', 'until it at' length saw them 
safely lodged within the sanctuary of the British 
Treasury! In the same spirit of piety, Mr. Hast~ 
ings had ,assured the ,house' of commons; that the 
inhabitants of Asia believed that someunseeR 
pcivVer interfered, and conducted all bis pursuits to 
their destined end. That, Pr!ll'idence, howev;er, 

. which thu~ conducted the efforts of Mr; Hasting~ 
was not t~e Providence.to ~hicli ot~ers J,lrofess 
themselves mdebted;-whICb mterferesltJ tbe:cause 
of ~virtue; and insensibly Jeads guilt, towards its 
puwlihment; it was not, in fine, ,that Providence ' 
: " .. Wbo.~ w~rks are g~De".8Dd~ho~ ways, are' riglit~"··.; 
\ . " .' ,'. I !.', •. 

" Tbe unseen power which protected Mr.'Hastings, 
operated by leading"otbers into criminality;wbi(h 
as : far' as it respected the Govemor~General, :was 
bighly fortunate in its effects" If tbe Rajab Nun. 
dacomar brings a' charge' against Mr. ,Hasting., 
Providence 'so orders it, tbat tbe, Rajah baS com­
mitted a forgery: some years before ; which; with 
BOrne frietldly fUsistance, proves a snfficient reasoR 
to remon out of tbe way 80 troublesome an ac­
quaintance. If the company's ,affairs are deranged 
tbrough the want of inoney, Prov~denCeordain8 it 
80 tbat the Begums, though "nconsciOusly, fall into 
.a rebellion, and give Mr. Hastings an opportunity 
of seizing on their treasures! Thus the successes of 
Mr. Hastings depended' not on any positive merit 
in himself; it was to the 'inspiredfeltnlies, the bea­
ven-born crimel, and tbe providential'treasons of 
otbers tbat he was indebted for each success, and 
for the wbole tenor of his prosperity! ,:,,' 
o !tmust undoubtedly bear a strange appearance; 
that a man of reputed ability should, even wbim 
acting wrongly, have had recourse ,to so many 
bungling artificeH, and spread 50 thin a veil over 
his deceptions. But those who testified any surprise 
e.t tbis circumstance, must have attended but little 
to the demeanor of Mr. Hastings. Through the 
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"'hole COU1'lle of his conduct he Beemed to haTe 
adhered to one generalrule ..... to keep as clear at 
possible off the meL which he WII8 to relate! Ob­
serving thia maxim, his only study wsa tolay a 
foundation as fanciful and ILl ornamental as p0s­
sible ;-then by a superadded mlUill of fallacies, the 
snperstructure WlUI lOOn complete, tbough by some 
radical defect it never failed to tumble 00 his own 
head :-rising from tbose ruins, however, be was 
lOOn found rearing a similar edifice. bot with a like 
dect. Delighting in difficulties, he diadained tbe 
plain and secure foondation of truth; he loved, on 
the contrary, to build on a precipice, and encamp on 
a mine. loured to falls, he felt not the danger; 
and frequent defeats had given him a hardihOod, 
witJloot imptes~og a Bense of the disgrace. 

It bad been a maxim ooce a8 moch admitted in 
the practice of common life. as ia the school flf 
I'hilOBOphy, that where heaveJII was inclined to de. 
stroy the vice. it began by debasing the intellect. 
This idea was carried .till fartber by the right bo. 
oorable gentleman (Mr. Burke), who opened the 
prosecution; who declared, that prudmce and tJice 
.erethings absolutel, incomp'o&tiblej-that the vi· 
muns man being ,depnved of his best energitlll, aDd 
curtailed in bis proportion of oudentanding, wsa 
left with aocb a eborwigbted degree of penetration. 
811 arold not alme under the'deoomination of "... 
derwe. This sentiment did honor to the Dame of his 
righthooorable friend~ .. to whom," said Mr. Sheri­
dan. .. I look up with homage '-whOfle geoiu is com. 
1De118urate with his philanthropy-whose DletnOl'l 
will stretcb itself beyond the fieeting objects of ul 
little partial .hnffiing. through the whole wide range 
of homBD knowledge. and hunorable IIIpiratioD after 
humas good; all Jarge 8. the Ilystem which fonlUl 
Iif-.. lastin~ as thot;e objects that adorn." 

But it .u still to be remembered. that tlJere 
were other chanu:ten besides a c-r and 8 Crom.. 
well; who, acting OR ~ joiminaJ to 
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virtue; 'and hostile to the laws.of society, had pro­
ceeded. if lIOt with prru.ience, yeli with aD all-eom .. 
manding sagacity, that was 'productive of similar 
effects.i Those; however, ·were isolated ooatacteni, 
.which left the vice that dared to Collow either in a 
state of despondent vassalage.for ,involved it: in 
destruction. Such was the prallent instance .of 
tailure; ·andauchit . was always to be trusted 
would be that of el/flry other who regarded Inch 
L'haractera with an eye of emulation. Sucm was the 
perpetu~ law of nature, that virtue. whether plaoed 
in. a ewcI. more eontracted, ,01) enIarged"move4 
~ith. 8weet coOBent in its ~lotted orbit; there wu 
no dissouance to jar, no a.perity to divide; aDel.that 
harmony whieh ,mad. its felicitY'. ,at. the.awe time 
CIiIDstituted iu protection., Of vice, 1In the contra~ 
the' parts were :dtsnnited, and',each in barbarous 
language clamored fot its pre.emineDce.· It was Ii. 
1IC6D6 when though one domineering pa&8iaa might 
'have sway, the others IItill 'pressed fOl'wardwith 
their dissonant claims, and in the-mural; 1I1DTld .. ,e£. 
fects still awaiting '00 their CIUlllelto the -discard of 
c:ourse.8nsured the defeaL. " . .. '" 
. Mr. Sheridan l'tlverte4lagain to tbe &ubject of the 

claims made on the Princesses of Onde; . Whethe. 
th05ewflre first. made by the Nabob,· or lIuggested 
to him by his sovereign, Mr. Hastings, though the 
counsel had labored much to prove the former,. ap­
peared to him to carl'y very little difference. U the 
seizure was made as a confoca,icm and pnnishment 
for supposed gnilt~en, if ever there was a crime 
which: ougbt to pass "un whipped of justice," it 
was that where a..son must necessarily be made the 
instrument. of all infiictiou,by which he broke his 
eovenant of existence, . and violated the condition 
by which he held his rank in society. If. on the 
contrary, it was meant as a resumption, in con~ 
hU:lIce of a supposed right in the Nabob, then Mr. 

stings sbould haYe recollected the guarantee of 
the eOUlpany granted to the Begums; uoleSll it Wall 
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mellnt to be said, thld Mr. Hastingsacte4i in that R. in 
utber instances f and _red them of hi. protection, 
until the Yery moment wben it WItS wanted. It wu 
.idle.. however, to dwell '-GD . tbe conduct or free 
agency of a . man wbo, it was notorioUtl, bad no 
wiU .of bill own.Wbat Mr. l\-liddleton Il8serted Ilt 
that bar would scare.,I, i!e pnt in competition with 
a Beries of established f .. ets; by wbich it appeared, 
that the Nabob bad submitted to every indigoif" 
1Uld yielded to every' al!8JJmption, It Wb an' ae.­
knowledged fact, tbat be bad even been .brought eo 
joiain tbat paltry artifice whicb had been termed 
the' subornation· of lettere. Tbi. practice WIl8 ea~ 
ried to ancb a length, that he in the end eomplained. 
in a manner nthel' Indiaoos, that be WIl8 really 
tired of &ending-different ebaracters of Mr. Bristow, 
.in pnnoance of tbe directi01lll Bent to tbe resident. 
He had pronoon0e4 black 1IfbiCe and white black 18 
.often. that he really. knew not 1Ifhat to lay; and 
therefore begged tbat, • once for all, the friend. 0( 
.Mr. Huting. might be eonsidered 118 hi" and that 
tbeir enemies might abo be the orne.' After thi. it 
was IOperftOO1l5 to argue that the Nabob conld 
direct bie viewlI to 10 important an object 118 tbe 
Jleiziog of tbe treasures, unless he had been im~ 
;~t.:;! Mr. M~ddl~, and authorised bY'1\~l'i 

. r-.• 

- At IItdf-put f-- ,Moek, Mr. SIInidma hdnt: IIfJixtrmIly u; 
...."." ~ • ~ ".f JDIII" ...... eDIIIi1IItalfU, tile etIIIrl Ita,.. 
j...& " , . . .• 

. . 
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IIhips, be would .liot tecapitulate en this occasion 
what he had said on Friday, til shew. tbattbe 
Nabob of Oude had been .reduced by Mr. Hastings 
to the degraded state of a dependent princej wbo 
had no will of his own; but was obliged til pursue 
any measure whicb Mr. Hastings was pleased to 
dictate to bim. The counsel for the prisoner had 
labored til impre88 their lordsbips with an idea that 
tbe Nabob was a prince, sovereignly independent, 
and in no degree subject to tbe control of Mr. 
Hastings; but after the numberless proofs that .had 
been given of his being a cypber in the hands tlf 
tbeGovernot-General, it would be incumbent on 
tbe counsel to prove bi~ independence by very strong 
.evidence indeed; and be believed, tbaA; in tbe affair 
of the resumption of the jaghires, and tbe seizW'e of 
tbe treasures in particular, they :would find it a very 
difficult matter til execute such a task.. Tbe honor­
able managers had asserted, _ tbat the measure of 
.eizing tbe treasures had originated with Mr. Hast­
ings; and they bad given in evidence many strong 
proofs in support of the assertion; it would be in­
,Clumbent therefore on the counsel to prove that the 
measure bad originated witli tbe. Nabob. and of 
that they could not give a more satisfactilry ptoof 
than the paper, .01' instrument, in which it was 
originally proposed by him to Mr. Hastings. But 
88 be believe.d no 8~c_h proposition ever came from 
the Nabob as an orlrlnal measure, so he took It for 
granted the counsel could never produce any letter 
-or paJH:l' from that prince, containing any suoh 
propoSition. 88 coming immediately from himself. 

The seizure of ,tbe treasures and the jagbires was 
the effect of It dark conspiracy, iD which nO more 
tbaa liz persons were concerned. Three of ~e 
.conspirators were of a higber order-these were 
Mr. Ha,ting', who might be con&idered as the pria­
,cipal and leader in tbis black affair; Mr. Middu­
ton, the English resident at Lucknow; and Sir 
Elijah Impeg :-....dIe three inferior or IllbORdinat.e 

VO .... u. H 
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conspirators were, Hyder Beg KI,an, the nominal 
minister of the Nabob, bot in reality the creatore of 
Mr. ~astings; Colonel Hannay, and Ali Ibrahi11! 
Khan. 

Sir Elijah Impey was introsted by Inr. Hasting. 
to convey bis orders to M ... Middleton, and to concen 
with bim the means of carrying tbem into execotion • 
.As tbis gentleman was a principal actor in this ini. 
qoitoos affair, Mr. Sheridan thought it would be 
necessary to take notice or lOme parts of tbe evi. 
dence which he bad delivered upon oath at their 
lordships' bar. 

When Sir Elijah 11'81 asked, what became or the 
Persian affidavits (sworn before bim) after be had 
delivered them to Mr. Hastings, he replied, that 
he really did not know. He was asked, if he bad 
got them translated, or knew of their baving beea 
translated. or bad any conversation with Mr. Hast­
ings on tbe subject of tbe affidavits? He replied, 
that he knew nothing at all of their baving been 
translated, and that be bad no conversation wbat­
ever with Mr. Hastings on the subject or the affi. 
davits after be had delivered them to him. He waa 
next asked, whether he did not think it a little lin­
gular, that he shoold not have held any conversation 
with the Governor-General, on a sobject o( 10 mnch 
moment as was that o( the affidavits he had taken? 
His answer 11'88, that he did not think it lingular; 
and his reason (or thinking to the contrary, was, that 
he left Chnnar the very day after he delivered the 
affidavits to 1\Ir. Hastings. From tim answer their 
lordships might infer, tbat Sir Elijah, on qnitting 
Chonar. bad left the Governor-General behind him: 
but lIIr. Sheridan said, he wonld prove that this waa 
by ao means the case; for, (rom letters written by 
Sir Elijah himself, and which had been read in 
evidence. it appeared. that he arrived at Chonar 
the 1st or December, 1781; that be then began to 
take affidavits; thalbaving completed that bnsin-. 
1Ie and Mr. Hastings left ChlUllll' together, and let . 
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out on the road to Benares; and that, having been 
together from tbe 1st to the 6th of December, the 
·former took leave of the latter, and proceeded on his 
way to Calcutta. Here Mr. Sheridan left tbeir lord­
ships to judge how far Sir Elijah Impey had or had 
not attempted to impose upon them, when he said, 
that his reason for not thinking it singular, that he 
should not have had any conversation with MI'. 
Hastings on the subject of the affidavits, after he 
had delivered them to that gentleman, was~ that 
lae left Chunar the very next day. Tbe inference 
was, that therifore he could not have conversed 
witb him i-but now their lordships must see that 
such an . inference' would be' false; all SirElijab 
Impey left .Chunar in company with the Governor­
General; and continued with him till the 6th of 
December. If then the answer made by Sir Elijah 
was so' worded, as to lead to a false inference,' it 
'Would be for their lordsbi ps to judge, whether the 
whole of his evidence, on that point, was or· was • 
not calculated to mislead' and· deceive tbem. . 

There was another part of the same gentleman's 
evidence, which he would prove was not entitled 
to any credit from their lordships.' Sir Elijah had 
aworn, that he knew nothing of the Persian affi­
davits baving been translated. Now· it so happened 
that a letter from Major WiUiamDavy, the con­
fidential secretary of Mr. Hastings, and' Persian 
translator, bad been read to their lordships in evi~ 
dence; from which it appeared, that he had made 
an affidavit before Sir Elijah Impey bimself, at 
Buxar, on the ] 2th of December, iust six dava 
.. fter that gentleman and Mr, Hastings parted, the 
pUT}lOl't of which was, that the papers annexed to 
the affidavit were faitbful translations of the Per­
sian affidavits (alsC1 annexed) taken by Sir' Elijah; 
the date (the 12th of December) appeared no fewer 
than six times in Major Davy's deposition, so that 
there. could not be any mistake in it; it was sworll 
before Sir Elijah, and _signed by Aim; and yec,' 

. II i 



100 [JUNE 10, 

tbat gentleman bad .worn, before their lordship., 
that he bad never beard of any translation of thOle 
Persian affidavits. Upon these two circumstance., 
Mr. Sheridan 8Ilid, he would Dlakeonly onerem&rk, 
which had been used by a very great man, .. 1M' 
... OIIe qquld leU where 10 1004 for 'ruth, if il could M' befounil em thejudgmentlea'J or Maom ",ha, to 
/lJTedi" if ,he affirmation of fI judge WtU flO"., be 
lnuted:' 

Sir Elijah Iwpey, 88 be had observed before, 
was intrusted by Mr. Hastings to concert with l\1r. 
Middleton tbe means of carrying into execution tbe 
orders of which Sir Elijah was tbe bearer from the 
GovernQ ..... General to the Re.ident. These orden 
did DOt appear lUiy where in "";Ijng; but their 
Jordshir had been made acquainted with the pnr~ 
port 0 them· by tbe wost lIBtisfactory evidence: 
Uiey therefore knew that Mr. Middleton was, in 
ebedience to them, to persuade the Nabob to pro­
poee, a8 from himself, tQ Mr. ~tingt. the l18izure 
of the BegulDll' treasures. That this was the real 
fad, woold appear nnquestionable, from the general 
tenor of Mr.Middletoo'.leUen on the .ubject. and 
from Mr. Hasting" own aeeOllnt of tbe business i. 
hiI defence. ·The latter appeared to be extrewely 
at • lou how to act about the treasuree. Tbe (lOp­
poaed) rebellion of the Begums made it extraor~ 
dinary, that at the moment when he was confitcat.ing' 
their 611tate8, he should stipulate that lUi annqi 
allowance, eqnal tQ the produee of those estatel, 
ahQUld be seeured to them. He found himself em­
bamullled how to proceed alIU respecting tbe trea--
1DI'6lI; for, on the one band. he did not wish te 
appear the priucipal mover in l18izing them, and yet 
he did not heritate to charge them with treasoe And 
rebellion i for which he might haye aeizecI them as 
forfeited to the state. Ia the latter _ it looked 
as if he feared to do what the tceason of the· 
Begum. _old have jostiied him in doing. His 
_~, 0Jl &hi. oecuioa pro,~ tha, he Will 
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conscious of the injustice 6f his proceedings'against 
those ladies. . If they were notoriously in rebellion~' 
there could not be any ground for his being ashamed 
of appearing in the measure of seizing thew pto-. 
perty: it was only the coulcioosness' of their· inIJOof, 
cence that could make him afraid of undertaking> 
what would bring UPOD him the exeeration of 'aU 
ranks of peOple. In this perplexity he desired Sir 
Elijah Impey would instruct Mr. Middleton to urge. 
tbe Nabob to propose, as from himself, the seizure 
of the treasures. The unhappy prince; without- a 
will of his own, consented to make the proposal, iI8 
an alternative for the resumption of the jaghire_ 
a measure to wbich he had the most unconquerable 
reluctance. Mr. Hastings, as' it were to illdulge 
the Nabob, agreed to the proposal; rejaicing·at tbe 
Bame time tbat his scheme bad proved so far success,. 
ful, as that this proposition, eoming from tbe Nabob;, 
wauld, as he thought, free him (Mr, Hastings) from 
tbe odium of plundering the princesses. But the 
artifice was too shallow; aud tbeir lordsbips were 
Dowable to trace the measure to its source. They 
were now apprized, from the evideuce" that MI' • 

. Hastings had 8Uf/gested it t9 Sir' Elijah Impey, 
that he migbt ItIgge,' it to Mr. Middleton, that h. 
might 8Uf/gesl it to the Nabob, that his higlll1ess 
migbt 8Uf/ge81 it to Mr. Hastings; and thus IIfl!f' 

. gestitna returned to the place from wbich it originally 
set out. Ooe single Jl8ssage from a letter', writteB 
by Mr. Middleton to Mr. Hastings, on the' 2nd of 
December, 1781, would make tbis point appear as 
clear al day. III tbis passage Mr. Middleton iao 
formed the Governor.General; " Tbat the Na~ 
wisbing to evade the measure of resuming tbe jag;­
hires, bad sent him a message III' the following 
purport :-That if the measureJroposed 111'88 im­
tended to proclH'e the payment ths balance due 
to tbe company, Ite could better and moreexpedi­
tiousl; effect that object. by taking from his mother 
the treasures of his father; whieh he asserted to be 

-
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ill hel' hands; and to which he claimed a right, 
founded in the laws of the Koran ; and that it would 
be sufficient that he (Mr. Hasting'll) mould lainl lail 
opiniOfl uJKYII it, fIlitlaord giving GfONlUlI .anction to 
the fflelUUre propo,etl. Mr. Middleton added, The 
reaumptiOfl 0/ thejaghiTu it U nece86ary to IU8pl!Jld, 
tiU I have YOUT anlml!T to tAu letter." 

Upon tbis let~r, Mr. Sberidan laid, he bad lIOIIJe 
observations to submit. 10 the first place, it was 
clear, tbat though the Nabob bad consented to make 
the desired proposal for lleizing tbe treasurea, it wu 
only an alll!T1lative; for it entered into the Nabob'. 
head both to seize the treasores, and resume tbe 
jagbires: tbe former me88Dte be wisbed to substi. 
tute illo tbe room of tbe latter, and by no· mean. to 
c:oople them together; bot Mr. Hastingi' was too 
nice a re8!lOner for tbe prioce-for be insisted that 
one measure shonld be carried ioto execution, be­
cause the Nabob bad proposed it; aDd the other be­
cause he bimself determined upon it; and thUi each 
party foond bis alternative adopted. 

Another remark upon thi.letter wu, tbat bere the 
Nabob was still taugbt to plead bis rigbt to the trea­
sures, as foonded upon the laws of the Koran; bot 
bot a word lIVas said abont tbe guarantee and tTeaty 
that bad barred or extinguished that right, wbat­
ever it might have been. Bot if all that }Ir. H ..... 
ings woo1d have tbe world believe Willi true, he bad 
a moch better claim; against wbicb the treaty and 
guarantee c:oold not be pleaded ;-and that was tbe 
'retU(1ll of tbe Begum., by wbicb tbey bad forfeited 
all their property to the state, and every claim upon 
the Englil.h for ,rotection. Bot upon tbi. rigbt by 
forfeiture, the Nabob was ailent;-be was a stranger 
Ie rebellion. and to the treason of hi. parents; and 
therefore W88 reduced to the necessity o( reviving a 
claim onder the laws of the Koran, wbich the treaty 
and guarantee bad (or ever barred. • 

The last observation with which he would trouble 
their lordships, was DpoD the .cry reDl¥kable u. 
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pressioll contained-in this le!J;er-" That it would be 
sufficient to hint !tis (Mr. Hastings) opinion upon it, 
mthout giving a formal sanction to the measure pro .. 
posed."-Why this caution l' If the,Begumll had 
been guilty of treason, why should hebe fearful. (If 
declariug to the world. that it was. not the practice 
of the English to protect rebellious subjects" and 
prevent their injured sovereigns- from proceeding 
against them according to law? That therefore he 
considered the treaty and guarantee, by which the 
Begums held their property, as no longer binding 
upon the. English government, who consequently 
.couldhaveno further right to interfere between 
the Nabob and his rebellioUil parents, but Qught to 
leave him at liberty to punish or forgive them as he 
should think fit. But, instead of holding this Ian ... 
guage, which manliness and. eonscious integrity 
would have dictated, had. he been convinced of the 
guilt oCthe Begums, Mr. Hastings wished to de,. 
rive all possible advantage froll), active measures 
against the Begums, alld, at the same time, so far to 
save appearances, as to he thought passive in the 
affair. . 

Mr. Sheridan remarked, that,in another passage 
of the same letter upon which he. had just made 
these 'observations, Mr. Middleton informed. the 
Governor-General that he sent him at the same time 
a letter from the Nabob on the subject of seizing the 
treasures j but tbis letter had been suppressed.. Mr. 
Sheridl\D called upon the counsel for the prisoner to 
produce it, and then it would speak for itself jor to 
account satisfactorily to their lordships for itB, not 
having been en$ered upon the company's records. 
But this, he said, was not the only suppression of· 
which he had reason to complain; the affidavit.. of 
Goulass Roy, who lived at Fyzabad.theresidenC8 
of the Begums, and who was known to be their 
enemy, was suppressed •. No person could be ·so 
well informed of their guilt, if they had been guilty, 
u Gouless Roy, who lived upon the spot . where 
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lev.i .. were iaid to have been made lor Cheit Sing, 
by order' of the Begum.. Therelore, if hi. te&ti-. 
meny had Bot destroyed -th. idea of. rebellion Oft 

tbe ran or the :Beg.ms, tbere Wid no doubt but il 
would baye been carefully preserved. The infor-.· 
matiea of Mr. Seott had also beea mpprelled. 
Tbat geetlemaD bad lived uamolested at &unda,. 
wbere Sumpsbi.e Khan eommamled for tb. Be­
gums, and where be bad carried on a. ftteBlive 
manufadllre, witlrout tbe least bindranee from th. 
(flUPJlOsed) disaffected Governor B\Jlllpsbire Khan. 
Nr. Scou "'all at Baunda wbeo Captain Gordon .. -
rived tbere, and ",ben it 11'811 laid that the !!,overnor 
poinkd tbe gnns or tbe ton upon Captain Gordon'. 
party. If tbis ci.oomstanC8 had really bappeaed,. 
141'. Scott _t have beard of it, as lie wu himlelf 
at tbe time BOde. die proteetioD of tbOle very gu .... 
Why the. Wall Bot lhe enmination of thie gentle­
maR produced? Be believed their lonll.hip. "ere 
salisfied. that ., it had IOpported tile aUegatiOBl 
a~iRIt Sumpshw naD, it weald DOt have beea 
suppressed. .. 

Mr. Sberidan laid, it w .. not clear to him that 
. servile. toelu Mr. Middlet&D wu, Mr. HMtin!{. 

had tbought propel to entru.. him wi,b enry part 
of bill intentions tbrougheut the busio ... of the He-. 
gu_; he certaiely milltrulted, or pretended to nois­
tRl8t !lim iu bis pllllCeediogw relali~e to tbe resmnp­
tioa 0# the Jagbirea. "hen dl begftu to< be na-. 
_0Fed abroad, tI,at &erma 110 favoraW. to the Na­
bOO, _ be oIMaioed in the treaty of Cbull8l', h, whieh. 
l\b. BastingtJ CODIIeIIted to witbdnw the temponuy 
brigade, and to remove the Eagliah. gentlemen tl'OlD 
Oade. wooW Be"t'eF ruwe been gntuu.d, if th. ~abob 
had. not kihed the parti .. coaumed io the lleg~ 
tioa to heb'ay the iDtereit of the _pany. .u_ 
all these mmOUl"l reached the ean of Mr. BaltiD~ 
he accused Mr. IUiddleton and bil III iAltart ·relidntp 
lb. Jooo-s; with having aa:eptefl kit-nv.. th. 
Naboh. They boda joiaed ia the __ NJema _ 
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surances· of their innoeence.. and. called Coote wit..t 
neH the truth of their declarations. Mr.· Haatingll,.~ 
after this, appeared satisfielh possibly,. the .COlMci.., 
ousness that he had -in., his ·own pocket the.nl, I 
bribe which had beelll gwen e)l). the occasion (the, 
100,0001.) might kave made him the less earnest in, 
prosecuting any further enquiry into the .business.. , 
. From a passage in a letter from Mr. Hastings, it, 

was cleM' he did BOt think. proper te commit to 
_iling all the orders that he wished Mr. Middle~, 
ton to execute;. for there,Ml!.Hastingsexpressed: 
his doubta of tbat persoo'll .. tirmDeSs aod activity t 
and, aboye aU, of his recolleetitJn oj bia i7l6tl'UCtiMu, \ 
and thei~ importance; and said, that if be {Mr~ Mid..; 
dIeten) conld not reI), en his own pO\Ver~and tile, 
meana· he pllsKessed fo~ pel"farming· these ,services,. 
he wouldfree hmafTomllie charge. and woold pro.>' 
ceed himself to LucknCllw, allAll. wooltl bimself 'JJlI;.~ 
dertake them:', ' .. ,": </ 

.'l'lseirr locdsbipsmust pl'esume that the inetrae... 
tiODIi alluded, to mUM balte Nen. "erbal j fOI! liaad the,.. 
heeo written, there was no danger of theirr ha.vmg. 
been forgotten. Here Mr. Sberidan called UPOD the 
couDilelto state what thosa instructions were which, 
wer. of 118 much impol'tance.-whielt the Gevel'lUlr. 
was greatly afraid Mil. MiOdletOllt would not reeo);.. 
lect,-and which, nevertheless, he did ootdaretoco_ 
mit to. writing, although it would have ~eelt the most.. 
effeetuM way to pr&Vent bim from, forgetting'them. .. 

'l'a make their lordships< understand Sfilmeoth.· 
elXpl'essions in the above passage, Mr •. Sharidan. r .... ' 
ClI.lIeG1 to their memory, that it !lad appeared in the: 
89idence, that l\1r.l\'liddle10o.bad a strongobjectioa 
to. the. Jresumption of the J'ag\tires,wbich he theught.> 
a leVI/ICe of Be mccbdanger\ tha~ ha, removed Mn. 
Middleton. andl hell fami I)' wben. he was; about to 
enter upaR· it; tW be expected l'esistance not only 
frOID the Begame, but from th" Nabob'.8wD am-. 
meelst woo. knltwing that the Nabob was a nNctBat 
iostrument in the hands of the English, thought 
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the,. would pleaae him by resisting a measure to 
wblch they knew he had given bi. authority "!lain" 
Ai. ",ill; in a word, Mr. Middleton expected that 
tbe wbole country, as one man, would rise against 
him; and therefore it was tbat he su~nded the 
execution of tbe order of resumption, until be should 
find whetber the seizing of tbe treasures, proposed 
a.. an alteniative, would be accepted as such. Mr. 
Hastings pressed him to execute tbe order for re­
suming tbe Jaghires, and offered to go bimselfupon 
tbat service, if tbe otber shonld decline it. Mr. 
Middleton, at last. baving received a tbundering 
letter from Mr. Hastings, by wbich be Jeft bim to 
act under" a dreadful responsibility," set out for Fy. 
zabad. For all tbe cruelties and barbaritieA that 
were executed there, the Governor.General in his 
Darrative said, be did not bold himself responsible, 
because be had commanded Mr. Middleton to be 
pn-_lly present during tbe whole of the transac­
tiOD, until be sbould have completed tbe bUrRne&l of 
seizing the treasures, and resuming the Jaghires. 
But for wbat p~ had he ordert'd Mr. Middle­
ton to be present. -He would answer, by quotmg 
the orders verbatim.--" You yoarMiif muat be per­
_lIy pruntl-you mnst not allow any negociation 
or forbearance; but must prosecute both services 
until the Begums are at the entire mercy of the 
Nabobs." - TbPse peremptory orders, given onder a 
.. dreadful responsibility," were DOt isiued for pur­
JlOlH:5 of humanity, that the presence of the resident 
might restrain the violence of the soldiers, but that 
Mr. Middleton should be a watdl upon the Nabob, 
to steel hiB heart agaiuat the feelings of returniDg na­
ture in his breast, and prevent the JIOIBibility of 
his. relenting, or graJlting any term. to his mother 
aDd graudmotber. This was the abominable pur­
pose for which Mr. Hastings bad commauded mm 

• to be present in person; and, 011 aceouJJtof his pre-
8eDCt' for IUda an end, Mr. H,sti"r Fleaded that .. 
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he was not responsible for what waS done 'on that 
occasion at Fyzabad. 

Here Mr; . Sheridtm was tok ... in, tmd rttired for Q while, to try 
if ira the frat",;,. he CBUId rkO .... , MUll that he might c_lutk tdl he 
1uut to 8fJ!I upon the tvidmee on the Itcond charge. Mr. A.dam, ira 
the mta" time, rtIld """" kiter. of Mr. Middkton. Some tirM 
after, Mr. F.., informed their lordsllip., that Mr. Sheridan was 
much bttter, but that heftU he was ... t .ufficimtl!llll' t. b. able t. 
tID justiee to the auW.ct he lwd ira latmd.· The mtmagentlu:rifor. 
hoped tkrir lordship. would b. pkaltd to appoint a fut ..... day, 0If 
which Mr. Sheridan would Ii";'h kg ob ..... atiJmo on the tvidmce. 
Upon thU their lordship. returned t. their .0W7& hause, tmd atfjourned 
,he Court t. Friday, June 13. . .. 

JUNII 13. 

At lwei., tlclack the lArd Clumullor, and the f1II1IJer blthe pre­
"'" charge, appeared ill their """Peeti •• piaCeB, OfId b.1Ia ill II Blat. 
of recollt'l;ed health. 

Mr; SHERIDA.N began, by apologizing for the 
interruption which hiH indisposition had caused' OR 

the former day. He assnred their lordships; in the 
strongest terms, that nothing but the importance of 
the cause,to which he :felt himself totally unable to 
do justice, could have made him trespass on that in­
dulgence, which on other occasions, he had so amply 
experienced. ..' 

He had theR concluded, with submitting to their 
lordships, the whole of the correspondence, as far as 
it could be obtained, between the principals and 
agents, in the nefarious plot carried IOn against the 
Nabob Vizier and the Begums of Oude.: "i'hese let;.. 
ters were worthy the most abstracted attention of 
their lordships, ~s containing not only a narrative of 
that foul and unmanly conspiracy, but also a detail 
of the motives and ends for which it was formed, 
and an exposition of the trick, thf: quibble, the pre­
varication, and ·the untruth with which it was then 
acted, and now attempted to be defended !-The 
question would undoubtedly suggest itself, why the 
corre.pondence ever was produced by' the parties 
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against whom it Will now adduced in nidence, and 
who bad so much reason to distrust the propriety of 
their own conduct ii-To this the answer was, that it 
was owing to a mutual and providential resentment 
whicb had broken out between the parties, which 
was generally the case between persons concerned 
in luch transactions. Mr. Mi(Mleton was incensed, 
and felt as a galling triumph tbe confidence reposed 
by the Governor.General in otber agent.. Mr. 
Hastiur was offended by. the tard!l1Varinm which 
marked the conduct of MIddleton; by the variou. 
remonstrances by the agent-though 811 knowing 
the man to whom they were addressed, they were 
all grounded on motives of policy, not of humanity; 
and of expediency, which left justice entirely out of 
the quelltion; but the great .()IItenaible gronnd of 
qnarrel was, that Middleton had dared to spend tn;q 
day, in negociation-though that delay had pre­
vented the general massacre of npwards of t7IJO tfuns. 
IfJM peTllnUI !-The real C8Uae, bowever, of this dif~ 

-ference, was a firm belief on the part of Mr. Ha ... 
ings, that Mr. Middleton bad inverted their di8'erent 
situations, and kept the lion', ,]u,re of plunder to 
bimsel( There were, undoubtedly, some circum­
stances to justify this lUapicion. At tbe tillH! wbea 
1\1r. HastIDgs had first complained, the Nabob', 
treasury was empty. and bill troop. so mntinoo. (or 
their pay, 88 even to tbreaten bill li(e; yet in tbiB 
moment of gratilude and opulntee, Middleton inti­
mated the Nabob'. desire to make Mr. Hasting. a 
present of l00,OOOl. '1'bat RaCrifiu, however, not 
being deemed sufficient, Mr. Middletoa "81 rualled. 
and Major Palmer wSllent in bil room, "ith in­
BtructioD8 to ten the N ahob that such a doaatioa 
"31 1101 to be attempted: the prinu, however, "ith 
an nDfortuDate w:lllt of recollection, IBid that ,. Be 
locb offer had ever ila>B ig hi. mind."-TbOl. it 
bad alway. beea coosidere4 .. the heigbtening ef a 
favor bestowed, that the reeeiver Roald Dol know 
froIIl wlud quarter itftll)e; bot it " .. reIerVed for 
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Mr. Middleton to improve on, this by such a delicate 
.rdinemenf, that tbe person giving sh!luld b~totally 
ignora\lt of the favor he ~onferred' .. ' . . , 

'. But notwith~anding tbese little differenceJi an,! 
.suspicious, Mr. Hastings and Mr. Middleton, on 
,the return of the latter to Calcutta in October, 178~, 
continued to live in the same sty Ie of friendly collu­
,ion, andfravdulentfamilia,"jlY.lls e~er. But whep 
Mr. Bristow, not answering ~he purposes of Mr. 
Hastings, was accusel! On the suborned letters pro­
cured frolll the N abob, C;)ll~ of which pronounced biql 
the blackest character \n existence, while another, . 
of the ,time date, spoke of him as a very ,bone~t fel­
low; Mr. Hastings thought it might appeal' part~ 
'cular; and therefore, after their intimacy of six 
months, accuses Mr. Middleton also befofe the board 
"t Calcutta. It was then that in the rash eager­
ness which distinguished his pursuit of every object, 
Mr. Hastings had incautiously, but happily for the 
present purpose. of justice, brought forth .these se­
cret letters. . It mattered not what were the views 
which induced Mr, Hastings to bl'jng that .charge; 
whether he had drawn np tlill accU$ation, or obliged 
Mr. Middlewn witb his aid in framing a difence; 
the whole ended in a repartie, and \I, poetical quota­
tion from the O:overnor-General.. The onlY cir~ 
cumstance material to the purposes of humanity, Will 
the prodqctioB of instruments, by whiep those who' 
h, ad violated every principle of justice and benevo­
lence, were to see their guilt I;lxplained. and it was 
to be hoped, to experience that punishment which 
th'.! deserved. 

To those privpte letters it was that theirlordships. 
vere to look for what ever elucidation of the subject 
could bll drawn from the parties concerned: w:rit­
ten in the moments of confidence, they .declared the 
real motive and object of .. each measure; the public 
lett61's were ollly to be regarded as proofs of guilt. 
whenever they established • contradiction. Thll 
counsel for the prisoner had chosen, as the safest 



110 [JUNJC 13, 

ground, to rely on the public letters, written for the 
concealment of fraud and pnrpose of deception. 
They had, fot instance, particularly dwelt on a pub­
lic letter from· Mr. Middleton, dated in December, 
17lH, which intimated lOme particular.ohuppoHed 
contumacy in the Begums, with a view to counte­
nance the transactions which shortly after iook place, 
and particularly the resumption 0( the Jaghires. 
But this letter both Sir Elijah Impey and Mr. Mid­
dleton bad admitted, in their examination at that 
bar, to be totally false ;' thongh if it were in every 
point true, the apprehension of resistance to a mea­
sure cOlJld not by any means be made a ground for 
the enforcement of that measure in the liM instance. 
The counsel seemed displeased with Mr. MiddlfMn 
for the answer, and therefore repeated the quefltion. 
Tbe witness, however, did not really fall into their 
humour; for be declared, tbat he did not recollect a 
particle of the letter; and thoum memory was nn­
doubtedly not the f(1rie 0( Mr. Middleton, he was 
DOt, perhaps, entirely faulty on tbis occasion, as the 
letter was certainly of a later fabrication, and per­
baps not from his hand. This letter, however, wa. 
also in direct contradiction to every one of tbe de­
fences set np by lb. Hastings.-Anotber public 
letter, which had been equally dwelt on, spoke of 
the" determination of the Nabob" to resume the 
.faghires •. It had appeared in evidence, that the 
Nabob could by no mean. be compelled to yield to 
tbeir measures-tbat it was not until Mr. Middleton 
had actually issued his own penvtJ1I1UlI for the col­
lection of the rents, tbat the Nabob, rather than be 
brought to the ntmost state of degradation, agreed 
to let the measure be bronght forward on hi. own 
act! The resistance of the Begums to that mea­
snre was noticed in the same letter, as an instance 
of female levity-as if their defence of the property 
assigned (or their snbsistence was to be made a 
reproacb;-« that they deserved a reproof for 
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female .lightness, by entertaining, a feminine, ob­
jection-, to tbeir being starved! ' -

This resistance to tbe measure, which was ex­
pected, and tbe consoling slaugbter on wbich Mr, 
Hastings relied, were looked to in all tbose letters 
as a justification of the measure itself. There was 
not tbe \imallest mention of tbe anterior rebellion, 
which by prudent after-tlwl.l!Jht had been so greatly 
magnified. There was not a syllable of those dan­
gerous machinations which were to bave detbroned 

• the,Nabob i-of tbose sangninaryartifices by which 
the English were to have been extirpated-Not a 
particle concerning those practices was mentioned 
in.any of Middleton's letters to Hastings, or in the' 
still'more confidential communication which he 
maintained with Sir Elijah Imp"y; though after 
the latter his letters were continually posting, even 
when tbe Chief Justice was travelling round the 
cOlmtry in search of affidavits. When on the 28th 
of November, he was' busied at Lucknow 'on that 
honorable business, and when three days after he 
was found at Chunar, at the distance of two hundred 
miles, prompting his instruments, and like Ham­
let's Ghost exclaiming-a< Swear I"-his. progress 
on tbat occasion was so whi.msically sudden, when 
contrasted witn the gravity of his employ, that an 
observer would be tempted to quote again from the 
same scene,-" Ha I Old Truepenny,canst, tl,w. 
mole so fast i' the grw.nd P"-Here, however, the 
comparison ceased-for when Sir Elijah made his 
visit to Lllcknow, " to whet tlie almost blunted pur­
pose" of the Nabob, his language,was wholly diffe­
rent from that ,of the poet :-it would have been 
much against his purpose to have said, 

.. Taint not thy miwl, nor let thy soul conbi.e 

.. Against tby mother aught I" , 

On the subject of those affidavits, he would only 
make another single observation.' Sir Elijah 1m, 
pey had denied all acquaintance with their contents, 
though he bad been actually accompanied to Buxar 
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by Major Davy, who there translated them froUl 
the Persian, for the use of Mr. Hastings! There 
was amongst them, an affidavit taken in English, 
from a native at BUKar, but which was first ex­
plained to the deponent by Major Davy in the pre­
sence of Sir Elijah Impey. How far therefore the 
assertion of the Chief Justice was plausible, and how 
far this fact was consistent with that assertion, he 
should leave it to their lordships to determine. 

It was in some degree observable, that not one 
()f the private letters of Mr. Hastings had been pro-. 
cluced at any time. Even Middleton, when all con­
fidence was broken between them, by thi'. produc­
tion of his private correspondence at Calcutta, either 
feeling for his owu safety, or sunk under the fascin­
ating influence of his master, clid not dare attempt 
a retaliation !-The letters of Middleton, however, 
'were sufficient to prove the situation of the Nabob, 
when pressed to the measure of resuming the J ag­
hires, m which he had been represented as actiug 
woolly from himself. He was there described as 
jost ill sullen melancholy-with feelings agitated 
beyond expression, and with every Ulark of agonized 
sensibility. To such a degree was this apparent, 
that even Middleton was Uloved to interfere for a 
temporary respite, in which he might be more re­
,conciled to the measUl'e.-" I am fully of opinion," 
said he," that the despair of the Nabob mu.t impel 
him to violence; I know atso that the violence must 
be fatal to himself; but yet I think, that with his 
present feelings he will di~regard all consequences." 
Mr. Johnson also. the assistant-resident, wrote at the 
same time to Mr. Hastings, to aver to him that the 
measure was dangerous, that it would require a total 
reform of the collection, which conld not be made 
without a campaig'n! This was British justice! this 
was British humanity! Mr. Hastings ell"ures t~ 
the allies of the c9mpany, in the strongest terms, 
their prosperity I'nd his protection; the forlner he 
8eClJ,!'es by sending an army to plunder them (.If their 
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wealth and to desolate their soil! IDs protection 
is fraught with a similar security; like that of a 
vulture to a lamb'; grappling in its vitals! thirst­
ing for its blood! scaring off each petty kite that 
hovers round; and then, with an insulting per­
version of terms, calling sacrifice, protection I-an 
ohject for which history seeks, for any, similarity 
in vain. The deep searching annals of Tacitus; 
-the luminous philosophy of Gihbon ;-all the re- , 
cords of man's transgressing, from original sin to 
the present period, dwindle into comparative in­
significance of enormity ; both in aggravation of 
vile principles, and extent of their consequential 
ruin! The victims of this oppression were con­
fessedly destitute of all power to resist their op­
pressors; but that debility, which, from other 
bosoms, would have claimed some compassion, with 
respect to the mode of suffering, here excited 
but the ingenuity of torture! Even when every 
feeling of the Nabob was subdued, nature made 
a lingering, feeble stand within his bosom; bnt 
even then that cold unfeeling spirit of magna­
nimity,'with whom his doom was fixed, returned with! 
double acrimony to its' pnrpose; arid compelled hini 
toihflict on a parent that de~truction, of which he 
was himself reserved but to be the last victim!" 

Yet; when cruelty seemed to have reached Its 
boonds, and guilt to have ascended to its climax, 
there was something in the character of Mr. Hast-' 
mgs, which seemed to transcend the latter, and over~ 
leap the former; and of this kind was the letter to 
the Nabob, which was dispatched on this occasion. 
To ,rebuke Mr. Middleton for his moderation, as was 
instantly done, was easily performed through the 
medium ,of a public and a private letter. But to 
write to the Nabob in such a manner that the com~ 
mandmight hie conveyed, and yet the letter after­
wards shewn to the world, W3sa task of more diffi­
cuity'; but which it appeared by the event was ad­
mirably suited to the genius of Mr. Hastings. His 
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letter WIIB datecl (he l.5~b.of February. 1782. tbough. 
~e Jaghires bad been then actually seized; and i~ 
was in proof ~batit bad been sent at a much earlier 
period. He there assured *be Nabob of hia coin­
cidence with bis wishes respecting the relumption o( 
~lte .J aghirea j be declares. that if he found any dif.,. 
ficulty in the measure. be, Mr. HlIBtingt. would JO 
to his alSi.lance in penon. and lend hiB aid to pv.m84 
those who ~o8e(1 it j II for that notbing could ·be 
IDOre ardent tban hi, friendsbip. or more eager tbaa 
his zeal {or bis wel{are." The mollt desperate iu .. 
tention WIIB clothed in the mildCbt language. Bu~ 
the Nabob knew. by sad experience. the character 
with whom be had to deal, and therefore Will not 
to be deceived; he 8&11' the dagger glisteuing in the. 
hand wbich WIIB treacber0U8ly extended, III if to h~ 
IlllllistaD£e r and from that DlOment the. last faint 
ray of natOle expired in hi. boaom. Mr. Midd1etoa 
frOm that time extended his iron Jceptre without 
~istanc:e; the Jaghires were tleizedr-every me~ 
!/Ure WM carried._d the Nabob, witb bit feeling •. 
lacerated, and hit dignity degraded,. was no, 
longer conJidered as an object of regard. Tbougb 
these were ciraun8tanceJ exasperating to the bn" 
man heart, which felt the JWaUea remaiu. of IenR ... 
bility. ,. et it was necesaary, in idea, ID review the 
whole from. the time that thil tre8(:hery Will ,~ 
t;Onceiv~ to thai wbeu by a serieJ of artificeJ th-. 

. 1I108t ellecrable, it was brougl4 to a completioD~ 
Mr. lLutioga would there be teen standing aloo( 
indeed, bot noc inactive in the WDr ! Ue woold be. 
discovered in reviewing hi. ugeuts, rebnking at ODG 
time the pale eonecienee of Mr • .Middleton, and aU 
.another, nlying on the &touter villainy of Hyder, 
Beg Cawn. With all the ca1mne= of veteran de., 
lioqueocy. hit eye I'8IIged through the buy pr_ 
ped, piercing through the darkneu of .obordluatAl! 
guilt, aad arranging with COIlgeDial ..mntae8J~. 
tool. of IUs c:rime&, and tbe insIntmeot. of hili . 
.nelty., ' 
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., The feeling!, ot the several parties afthetlmtl 
would be most properly judged of hy theirre~ 
Rpective eorrespondence. When tbe Bow Begum, 
despairing of redress froin. tbe N aboh, addressed 
herself to M r Yo iddleton, and reminded him of the 
gilaranteewbich he bad signed,' she was instantly 
promised that the amount of ber J aghire should be 
made g<!odj though Mr; Middleton said he could 
bot ' inteiferewitb' the' sovereign decision of the 
Nabob respecting the lands. The deluded and un­
fortunate womllll " thanked God tbat Mr. Middle;. 

, ton was at hand for ber TeHer;" at tbe very instan1; 
when he was directing every effort to her destru~ 
lion; when be had actuany written the orders which 
were to take the ' con,~ctioil out of the hands of her 
agents I' Even when the Begum was uncleceived,-';. 
wben she found that British faitb waS no protection, 
":""when she found that she should leave tlie country~ 
and prayed to'the God of .nations ,!ot to If.rant h~ 
peace, to those who rerilalDed behmd, stIll there 
was no charge of rebellion,"'7""no recrimination made 
to' all herreptoaches for the btb"ken faith of thd 
Englisll;-nay, when stung'to madness, she asked 
.. how loog would be tbeir rei~ p" no mention of 
her' disaffection was brought forward; the stress 
was therefore idle, which the counsel for the pri-" 
lioner strove to lay" 'on these eltpressiobs of an il1-
jilred and enraged woman; When at last irritated 
beyond bearing, she deooltnced infamy on the heada 
of her oppressors, wbo was 'there who would not 
, lay that'" sbe' spoke. in . a. Pr9pMtic spirit, and t~at 
what she had then predIcted, had not even to .ltS, 
last letter been IfCcomplished! Bnt did' Mr. MId.' 
dleton, even to this violence, lretort 80Y particle of 

" accnsation , "No; be lIent 1l jocMe reply; stating. 
that he had received slIcb a letter nnder het seal, 
but that froin. its" contentS be could not suspect it to 
("orne' from her; and hoping. therefore, that she 
migh~ ,de~ct the 'forgery 1 ~huiJ did he ad~ to', 

'foul IDJunes, the Vile aggravatlon of a bruUJlJm; 
12 
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like tbe tiger that prowls over the scene where hill· 
ravages were committed, he shewed the savageneN 
of hill nature, by grinlling over his prey, and fawn­
ing over the last agonies of his unfortunate victim. 

'.fbose letters were tben enclosed to the Nabob; 
who, no more than the rest, made any attempt 
to justify himself by imputing criminality to the 
Begums. He merely sighed a hope, that hi. conduct 
to his parents had drawn no shame upon hi. head j 
and declared his intention to punish-not any dis­
affection in the Begum-but some officion- servants 
who had dared to foment the misnnderstanding be­
tween them and the Nabob. A letter was finally 
scnt to Mr. Hastings, about six day. before the 
seizure ofthe treasnre from the Begums, declaring 
their innocence, and referring the Governor-General 
to Captain Gordon, whose life they had protected, 
and wbose IlIlfety should have been their justifi­
cation. . That enquiry WBI never made; it WBI 

looked on as nnnecessary; because the conviction 
.of their innocence WBI too deeply impressed ! 

The connseJ. in recommending attention to the 
public in preference 10 tbe private letters, bad re­
marked, in particular, that one letter should not be 
taken as evidence, because it was manifestly and 
abstractedIy private, 81 it contained in one part the 
anxieties of )Ir. )liddleton for tbe iII_ 01 hi. 
SOD. This was a singular argument indeed; and the 
circumstance, in hi. mind, merited strict observa­
tion, thongh not in the view in .hich it was placed 

jJy the counsel. It went to .hew that lOme at least 
. of those concerned in' these traosactiODl, felt the 
force of those ties, which their efforts were directed 
to tear _der ;-&bat those who could ridicule the 
respecti!,e attachment of a mother and a SOD i-Who 
would prohibit the reverence of the IOn to the mo­
Jher who had givea him life ;-who c:oold deny to 
-.terwal debilUy tbe protection whicbfilial tnukr­
_ shoold afford ;-were yet eeosible of the "raiRing 
fIi those dwrtlI by which the, "ere CODDected. .... 
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Therewas something comiected with this transaction 
110 wretchedly horrible, 'and lio Vilely loathsome, as. 
.to excite the most contemptible disgust. If it ,vere 

. not apart of his duty, it, would be superfluous to 
speak of the sacredness of the ties which those alien. 
to feeling,-those apostates to humanity had thus di~ 
vided. In such an assembly as that which I have the 
honor of addressing, there' is not an eye hut must 
dart r~proof at this conduct I-not. a heart but mustl 
anticipate its condemnation.' .. FILIAL PIETY! ' It ' 
is ,the primal bond of society-it-' is that instin~ 
. tive principle, which, panting for ,its proper good; 
soothes, unbidden, each sense and sensibility of man I 
-it now quivers on every lip I-it now beams' from 
every eye!--it is' an"emanation of that, gratitude; 
which softening under the sense of recollected good; 
is eager to own the vast cOQIltJess debt it ne'er,ala.<;' 
call pay, for so many 10ngyeaJ'll of unceasing solici­
tudes, honorable self-denials, life-preserving eares !-­
it is that part of, our 'Practice, where duty drops 
its awe I-where reverence refiues into love !--it 
asks no aid of memory I---it ne!ldttnot the deductions 
of reason !-pre-existing. 'paramount over all, whe­
ther law, or human rule, few arguments can increase 
and none can diminish it I-it i. the sacrament of 
our nature !--not only the duty, but the indulgence 
o~ man-it i. his first ~reat pri.vilege-:it is amongst 
hIS last most 'endearlOg dehghts!--lt causes the 
bosom to glow. with reverberated love !--it requites 
the visitations, of nature, and returns the blessings 
that have been received !--it fires emotion into vital 
principle--it renders hahituated instiuct into a mas­
ter-passion-sways all the sweetest energiett of man 
.;.,...bangs over each vici&'<itude of all that must pa~s 
away_ids the melancholy Virtues in· their laM sad 
tasks of life, to cheer the languoJ'll of decripilude and 
age-explores the thought-.-elucidates the aching 
eye I-and breathes sweet consolation even in the 
awful moment of dissolution!" 
, The, J aghira being lJeized, Mr. Sheridan pro-



'[.ron 18, 

eeeded to obae"e, lhe Begums Wed left without 
the smallesi share of thai pecDniary eompenatillD 
promised by Mr. Middleton;; and as, wben tyrun, 
a.d iHjuslit» take the field, tlley are alway. at­
tended by tbeir e_p-follo.n .. paltry, pilfering. ud 
petty iJlliult ~ 10 ia lb. inlltance, tbe goods takea 
from them were IIOId at a moek.saIe at inferior . 
.. a\ne. EveD gold aad jewels, to _ the language 
.r the Begums, instanUy 1os& their nIne wllea it 

. WBB bOWD that they came from tbem ! Their mj,. 
nisteN were therefore imprisoned to extort. the deli­
cieney whicbthit fraud IIad occaaioned; and th_ 
meaD arts were employed te jDBlify • ~ntialllUlee 0' cmelty _ Yet, these .gaia were little &0 the 
frands of Mr. Hastings. After extorting DpW.,d. 
of £600.000 he forbade Mr. MiddletoD to rome to 
a cmwlusive .eltleraaaL He bew thM the ~ 
of eur allies in India, Jiad their origiD IIOIely ia the 
vanta "f the Company. He cooId Dot, therefure, 
.Y, that the Begums were entirely illlJocent, Datil 
lie had coDBDlted the geaeral nctIT~ of criulu !-the 
eoli lie_vat Calcutta! ADd tbi. prwdet.u of 
lIb. Hastings W88 fuUy justified. by the eve"'; fOIl 
$bere 988 actually fouDd a. balance of ',"",y-,;.. 
lack. DIMe agaimt the Begmu. whicb £260,000 
worth 01 b'eaaoD had Deyer beeD dreamed of before • 
.. Talk Dot to ua," IBid the Geyemor-Ge.eI'al. .. of 
&heir guilt, or iIlIIocence, but .. it Ai .. the Co_ 
pany'. enJit! We will DO& try them by the code 
"f J nstiniaa. DOl' the Ins&ituteta of Timor ;-.e will 
Dol judge them either by the British lawa, 01' thew 
local msteIn.! N.! We will try them by the ..z. 
Iiplic4timJ tiJJk,r-we will find them guilty by the 
nIAl of "ree,-aad we will eondeum ~_ accordmg 
to the lBpient and profound iJutih!t ... of--CocltW. 
4rilluael~:' 

Pl'4Ieeeding Dellt te- &tate the ,1i.rmr of the 
Begamt ill the ZeD.DB, and of the w_ is the 
Khord lJabaJ. 11 ... ~heridaa .ated, ~ _ ob. 
,en8hllD W .. doe to the rem&l'S made by lb. 
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< Hastings iii hit' def'ence~' where he declared;' ~ that 
,whatever were the di~tresse. there, and whpever Willi: 

the' ageDt, the measure was. is. his opinion, reCDQo 
cileable w justice" honor" iand iiound poliC)l." , Ma;.· 
jor Scott, 'Iu i'!CfJmpat'lJlbie agent of Mr.H~t~g'; 
. had lIeclared thIS passage 10 have been wntten by 
'Mr.' Hastings with hill own hand., Mr. Middleton. 
"it appeared; bad also avowed Ills share in those h11-
: mane transactions; ana blushingly 'retired.' MI'. 
Hastings thea.cheered his dyeoping spirits: ' .. What-
ever part ohha load," said he," yours cannot beu: 

'my'tltIlm,.demd eharactey 'shall _me,' I ·will 
crown your labon with my irresistible'approbation. 

'Thos, 'will-wmTiors, ye 8hl,II' go forth! yon find 
'fMfM'I'Y,and I'll find' clurracter...:..and'assanlt, 're­
, pulse, and eontumely shall all be set at defiance!"" 
, ·If I could not prove, continued Mr. Sheridan. 

< t'hat those acts of Mr. Middleton were in reality the, 
Bcts of Mr. Hastings" I shonldnot trouble youI' 
lordship. by combating these assertions; but as that 

'part of his eriminality ean' be- ineontestibly 'asetlr­
tained, I shall nneqnivocally appeal to the asse-mbled 
legislators of this realm, and call on them to say. 
whether those acts were justifiable on the BCore of fHJ­

'licy. I shall appeal, CO all the august presidents in the 
eourts of British jurisprudence, and to all the learned 
ornameats of the profession. to decide whether these 
actions were recollcileable to justice.---I shall appeal 
18 a reve.rend assemblage of. prelates, feeling for the 
general IDterestsof homaDlty, and for the bonorof 
the religion to which they belong-let them de­
termine in their ow. minds, whether toose acts of 
Mr. Hastings .and Mr. Middleton, were luch lilt a 
Chrlsliafl ought to -perforOl, or illtlall to avow I 
, He next detRllea the circumstances of the im­
prillODment of Bahr Ally CawD aDd J'ewat' Ally 
C8'Wn, ·the mtnisten of the N aOOb, en the gronnds 
aoove stated: with them was confined that arch­
rebel Sumpshire Cawn. by whom every act of hos­
tility' that bad takell place against the English. 
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walstated to bave been committed. ,No enqniry 
however, was made'concerning his treQ80n, thongh 
many had been held respecting the 'reQmre of the 
others. He wat not 50 far noticed as to be deprived 
of his/ood;* nor was be even complimented with 

fetters! and yet when he is on a future day to be 
jnformed of the mischiefs he wal flOW stated, to 
have done, he must think thAt on being forgotten, 
be had a very providential eBcape I The otber. 
were, 'on the contrary, taken from their milder pri~ 
80D at Fyzabad; and when' threats could eRect 
nothing, transferred by the meek humanity 01 Mr. 
Middleton to tbe fortress of Chunargor: There, 

• The following note from Mr. Middleton to Lieutenant FI'IIIIcl. 
Ratledge. doted January 20. 1782, bad bun r.ad in ""idenee :-

" SIR, 
" When tbis note i, de6.ered to yon by "oolas Roy. I bl't'" '0, 

desi.... tbat you order the two pri50lJera to be pul in irUfU, /tupinG 
"'-fr"'" tiN jDlJd. 4( •• tll!"uable to my inatrru:/ioru of yattrt/og. 

(Signed) .. NATa. MJDDLBTOB.n 

Mr. Middleton bad indeed ref ...... to .ck_led~ tbat .... wroW 
tbis Dote, alleging lIIat ... be bad bun aceuoed by Mr. Hutiap 
for bis conduct at Fyzabad. b. btojtgrd .... might not be forced to 
answer queotioUB tbal "ould criminale hi ...... lf. Bul wbat wu tbe 
.... ure of tbe accusation br0UJtbt against Mr. Middleton by M,. 
Hutings 1 W .. it, tbat be bad...... harsh method. to ~t poo­
_ion of the t .... Dft'l1 I'o-the char.., ..... lbat be bad abewa 
too mucb forbearance; and Mr. Middleton', 101"''' to ~Ir. Hast­
ingo" c~ ..... of a nature which proved that it wu not of too 
great _erity tbat th. go.emor-I!'orwral bad .~CUIrd bi.... .. It 
could not. I SaUer myself," aaid Mr. Midd/etou ... he terased • 
Io~ or IlIIWInantable delay (1_ da,.). The l'Oabob .... _ to 
the Begum .. hom we were to proceed 8j!lIm.1_ _ again.t a 
_Itrr must .t least _ "1'J1t1WlDlU' in bi, mode of proceedi .. ~ 
In Ihe East it ;. ",oil kDowa ,lat "" _. either by hi ...... f or bio 
troops. an enter tbe _II. of • Zenna, ocatedy in the c:.e of 
acting ,gain,t,an ~n """,,,y. moch .... OfaD .lIy_aU!llId~ 
~ h# W:a _fur. The outer "",110. and tbe lIqum a~ ... ", 
were all that .... re 6ablr 10 immediate attack; they were dealt witb. 
and IUceeso/iaJlv. u the ...- pro.-ed. No furlbel'"- tfaa 
"bat J ba,." neitrd, eouId be UIed aj!lliaot """'leo in tJIio _ 
try. H'1trre Fortt_ltl II< -,l4yui. it __ ,""."..tl.. 

Tbio ddeoce c .... r1y ....... ed, tlat Mr. Haotiugs bad ....... wd 
11k 1I1iddletou, not of baYing ...... loa ..a ......ay. but of "'" 
baYing ~ ,,"",,€l. " " 
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where the British flag was flying, they were doomed. 
to deeper. dungeons, heavier chains, and severer· 
pnnishments ;-. there, where that flag was flying. 
wbicb was wont to cheer. the depressed, and toJ 
elate tbe subdued heart of misery, tbese venerable" 
but unfortunate men were fated to encounter some­
thing ltnver tbaD perdition. and something blacAer. 
than despair! It appeared from the evidence of Mr. 
Holt and others, that they were both cruelly flogged .. 
though one was about seventy years of age, to ex.-. 
tort a confession of the buried wealth of the Begum~ ! 
Being charged with disaffection. they proclaimed 
their innocence. "Tell us where are the remain­
ing trellllOres, (was the reply)-it is only treachery 
to your immediate sovereigns :~and yon will thea 
be fit associates for tbe representatives of British 
faith and BritiHb justice in India!"-" Ob! Faith, 
Ob ·Justice!" exclaimed 1\lr. Sheridan," I con­
jure you by your sacred names to depart for a m<!­
meot from this place, . though it be your peculiar re­
.ideoce; nor hear your Dames profaned by such a 
BaCrilegious combination. as that which lam now 
compelled to repeat !-where all the fair forms of 
nature and art, truth and peace, policy. and honor • 
• hrnnk back aghast from. the deleterious shade!~ 
where !lllexisteRces, nefarionaand vile, bad sway ;~ 
where. amidst the black agentB on one lIide. and 
Middleton with Impey on the other, .the. toughest 
bead. , the most unfeelins- heart! the great figure of 
the piece, characteristic ID his place, stood aloof and 
independent from the puny proftigacy in his train!­
but far from idle and inactive,-turning a mali~nant 
eyeon all millchijlf that awaited him!-the moltJplied 
apparatus of temporilring expedients. and intimi­
dating instruments I now cringing on his prey. and 
fawning on his vengeance I-now qnickening. the 
limpid pace pf craft, and forcing every stand tha~ 
retiring nature can· make in the heart! violating 
the attachmentB and the decorums of life! sacri­
ficing every emotion of tenderness and honor! 

... 
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and flagitiously ieve11ing aUtbe distinctions of na­
tional charaderistiCi ~ with a. long catalogoe of 
c:rimes and aggravations. beyond the I'eaehof 
thonght, for bnman malignity to perpetrate, or hlle 
man vengeance to punish! . 

It might have beeR hoped, for the honor of the 
hnman heart. thM the Begum. had beeR themsel" .. 
exempted from a share in tbellll IUlTeringlt; and that 
they had been wounded enly throngh the side. of 
their ·miniJters.. The I'evene of this, bowevel', "'M 
the fact. Their palace _ lIUITOouded by. guard, 
which was withdrawn by Major Gilpin, to.void the 
growing resentments of the people, and replaced t.y 
Mr. Middleton, throngh his leaB from thai .. dreaJ. 
ful re.ponaibility" whi('h wu impoted on him b,­
Mr. Ha!ltin~. The women of the Kbord Mahal, 
who bad not been involved n. the Begums' mppGlM!d 
crimes; who had raised ao ftIlJ..rebellitnt of ibeir 
OWIJ ;. and wM,n baA been proved, lived in a dis­
tinct dweUing, were eaolllllell8ly involved in the 
.. me puoishment; thm _deuce .UIIOWIded with 
gnaNt. they WeJ'8 driven to despaiI' by famine, aDd 
wheR they poured forth 1R IIIUI procetsion, were 
jriYeo back by tbe IOldiery, an" beatea with blud­
geoDl t4! the lUBe of madn_ which tbey bad 
quitted. Theile were adI, Mr. 8beridaa observed, 
which, when told, needed DO comment; be should 
DOt offer .. Jingle syllable to .wakeD their lorcLIhips' 
feelings; but leave it to the faa. which had IIeea 
JWl"ed, tn make their _a impt"lWiODL 

The argmneat DOW reverted BOlelylo thit point, 
wbether )1r. Hastings 11'81 to be an_enable for the 
erimel committed by hit agent? It had been fully 
~ed that Mr. )iiddletod had ligned tile treaty 
with &be mperior Begum in October, 17711. He bad 

, lleknowledged li3'Ding IIOme otllen of other dateI. 
. hot eoold not f"t!iCOIJeeIlris autOOnty. TbeJe treaties 
.,!Iad bee. (oUy reeegaiud by Mr. HaIIlin;w. ...... 
_fo\Jy proved by the evidence of Mr_ Parlmg. ill the .,eat 1780. Iotltatel October, 1778, ,be .Iapr. 
,.... secured. which,.... allotted for the IUpport of 
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the womeD! .iii the Kbord. Mahalt Ol1'tbe iil'llt idea. 
~ restlmiDg these, Jaghires a provision lIhonld havtl' 
heen seetlred to those unfortunate women; and. ,in 
this respect Mr. Hastings was clearly guilty of • 
~me, by his omission of makiag luch prol.'isioD. 
But still he pleaded, that he was IIDt accountabl. 
fOr, the crueliies ,which had been exercised. 'fhi­
"as the plea which Tyranny, aided by its prime m'" 

''tliMter Treachery, was always stlre to set np., Mr. 
Middleton had attempted to ,strengthen tbis plea, 
by endea.vouring to claim the whole infamy ,0£ th_ 
transactions" and to fIIOrwpoliu the gIlilt I' • He 
,dared eyeD to aver that he had been eGademued.lDy 
l\b. , Hastings ,for. the.igoomiaioIl8, part be had 
acted: he dared 110 ayowthis",because,MJ'.Ha.stingll 
was on hill tFial.: and be thought he ~honld De\'ef be 
tried ;,-but iD tlle face of the court" and, before· I", 
.left the bar,. he was ,compelled toconfeS8 that it;w89 
for the lenieace not the ,everify of bis proceedings 
that Iae bad been reproved by Mr. Hutings .. , ,! 

I t would not, be trnsted, be arglled, that because 
Mr. Hutings had, not marked every ,passing .sbade 
af guilt. and becaole he bad ooly given, the bold 
outline of cruelty, that he: was ,tberefore to be ac­
''1ni~d. Ii was laid dcnvn by tile law .of EnglaBd_ 
that la 111\ which was the periection of reason-tbali a 
pel'llOft ordering an act.to lie done by .his ageot,· wu 
answerable for, that act ,with all ita "coDsefl1l8ncell. 
Middleton ball MeD appointed, in 1711" the M'Owe6 
aud private agetJt-the _tHey" of Mr. Hastings,.. 
The GovertHll!-Geoeral had . ordered the measure: 
'Middietondeclared that. it could DOt "lWe beeD ef~ 
feeted bI mild~ m_. Even it: he oeVft' sa.w, nor 
heard aftel'wuds o£ ,the IlODseqllences oli the· mea­
&Ore, ,he lWll8 IHIliwerahle for every pang that W8S1 

Wlieted, and. fo .. all the blood that was &bed. . But 
he ,bsd heaM, and that instantly. of tbe whole •. He 
badiwritteo,ta arraiga Middleton, ot forbearance 
and of ugllect! He, commanded them to werk 
UpOll t.hew hopes aBli fears, aodi to, lea .. iIO _0 
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untried, ·uatil-to speak their own language, hut 
which would be better Buited to the bllruiilti of a 
e(lV~" they obtained possession of the secret 
hoards of the old ladies." He wonld not alloW' even 
of a delay of two days to smoothe the compelled 
approaches of a son to his mother, on mch an occa­
lion I His orders were peremptory j and if a mM­
sacre did not take place, it was the merit of accident, 
and not of Mr. Hastings. A.fter tbis wonld it be 
said, tbat tbe prisoner was ignorant of the acts, or 
not culpable for tbeir consequences? It was true, 
be bad Dot enjoined in so many wordM the guorthi 
thefamine, and the bludgeons i be had not weighed 
tbe fetter" nor Dumbered the WIlles to be inflicted 
on bis victims. But yet be was equally gnilty, u if 
be had borne ap active and personal sbare in each 
tran8llction.. It was, as if be bad commauded that 
tbe heart should be toro. from the bosom, and yet 
had enjoined tbat no blood sbould follow. He was 
in tbe same degree aeconntable to tbe law, to bi. 
conntry, to bis conscience, and to bi. God I 

Mr. Hasting'S bad endeavoured also to get rid of 
a part of his gnilt, by observing that be wu bot one 
of tbe mpreme council, and that all tbe rest had 
sanctioned those transactions with their a pproba­
tion. If Ill". Hastings could prove. however, tbat 
others participated in the gnilt, it would not tend to 
dimiuisb bis own criminality. Bnt the fact WB~ 
that the council had io. notbing erred "mnch a. ill 
a criminal credulity given to the declarationa of the 
Governor.GeneraL They knew not a word of those 
traosactiOlll nntil tbey were finally couclnded. It 
was Dot IlDtil the .January following, that they aaw 
the mBSl of falsehood wbich had been published 
under. the title of .. Mr. Hastings', Narrative:' 
They bad been then llD8CCOUntably dnped into tbe 
8Qft'ering a letter to pau, dated the 29th of Novem­
ber, intended to deeeive the directon into a belief, 
tbat they had received intelligence at that time" 
~bicb was Dot the fact. . TheBe OhlervatioDI, Mr., 
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Sheridan said, were not meant -to east . any obloquy 
on theeouncil ;-' they had nndoubtedly been .de~ 
eeived, and the deceit-practised on them by making 
tbem sign the Narrative, was of itself a strong ac~­
cnsation of Mr. Hastings, and a decided' proof 
of his own consciousness of guilt., -When tired of 
eorporeal in6iction, his tyranny was gratified by in~ 
sulting the understanding. Other tyrant." thougb 
bom to greatness, .such as a Nero, or a, Calignla, 
might have been row;ed,. it had ,been supposed, ·by 
re6ection; and awakened into contrition I-but here 
was an instance which spumed attheory, and blifiled 
snpposition: .A man born to a state at least,'of 
equality rinured to calculation, and brought up 
in habits of reflection ;-imd yet proving in the end 
that moostel' in nature, a deliberate and reallOfting 
'yran'.. _ 

The Board ·of Directors lreceived those advice. 
which lUr. Hastings thought propel' to transmit; 
bnt thouS'b I;lDfurnished with any other materials to 
form theJJ' judgments, they expressed very strongly 
their doubts,and- as properly ordered· an .enqniry 
into the circumstances of the alleged disaffection 
of the.Begums; pronouncing it, at the same time, 
a debt which was due -to the honor and juSti~e-of 
the British natiolJo. . This enquiry. however,. on tfle 
directions reaching India, Mr. Hastings. thought it 
absolutely necessary to elude. He stated to the 
_council, it being merely Rlated, that" if on enquiry 
certain facts appeared,", noeuquiry wastherebr 
directly enjoined I ',', It ,would revive (said ,he) 
. those animosities that subsisted. between the Be-. 
·fums. and th9 Vizier. w;hich. bad then subsided. 

f the former· were inclined to appeal to a foreiga 
jurisdiction, they were the best judges of their own 
feeling'. and should be left to make their-own com­
plaint." AU tbis,. however, was nothing. to· the 
magnificent paragraph whicb concluded this minute, 

_ and to which Mr., Sheridan also reque.~ the atte .... 
~\I.Il oC 'he e~., Beside, (said Mr. H~tings) 
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I hope it wilt not he a departure {rom official lan­
guage to say, that tbe ",ajesty tf juBlice ought not 
to· be approached without solicItation; ahe onght 
not to descend to -infiame 01' provoke, but to with. 
bold her jndgment, until ahe is called ou to de­
termine ," What is still more astonishing, iI, that 
Sir John Macpherson, (who, tboogh a gentleman 
of Rnse and honor, be stated to be rather Oriental 
in biB imagination, and not leaJ'Ded in the snblime 
and beantiful. from the immortal leader of thi. 
~utiou, and who had before oppo&ed Mr. Hast­
rop) 11'88 caught by this 60ld 6omba.tic qvihble, and 
joined in the same- word., • tha& the .ajut§ of ju­
'ice ought not to be approached without solicit&-.. , . 
• 100. 

.. But j1utice is not thie halt and miserable ob­
ject! (coutiuued Mr. Sberidan) It is not the inef­
fective bauble of an Indian pagod !-it i. not tbe 
portentous pbantoIQ of despair i-it is not like any 
labled monster, formed in the iclipse of reuon, and 
found in some unhallowed gru .. e of 'uperslitioua 
darknesJ, and political di8IDay! No, my lord.! 

In the bappy reverse of all thae, ( turn frum this 
disgusting caricature to the twd imagel-Jrutice I 
.an now before me. svgut and pru-t; tbe abmut 
illea of all that would be perfed in the apirita aDd 
the aspiring. Qf men I-where the mind rileS, where 
the heart upends i-where the eouotenallce is net' 
placid BDd benign ;-wbere bel' faYorite auitude is 
to IItoop to the BDfortunate-to helOl' their cry, and 
to belp them,-to rescue and reliet'e. to lIIIaour 
nd 1IIl.-e:-majestie from ita ml'rcy; yenerable from 
ita utility:-uplifted without pride,-firm without 
obduracy:-beoeficeat iD each preference:-to.ely, 
though in bel' frown !" 

.. 0. t},at juli« I rely; deliberate andanre, 
abstracted frum all part1 pu~ ... d pohtical 
~! DOt in words, IMJt ea fHcta!-Yoo. m., 
lords, who ~r me, I conjure b1 thooe "g"" it .. 
IOU belt priri1ege to prefle"e; by &hat fame 1& g 
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yoor best pleasure to ioberit. by:alI.those feeling,. 
which, refer to tbefustter~ in the series of exi., 
ence, the Original ('om pac' of DOl' ,nature~our' con,i, 
'roling rank in the creation ............. This, is the. call on 
all. to administer to, troth and equity, as they would, 
satisfy, the ,law .. and satisfy tbem,selves, 'with the 
most exalted bliss, possible, or eDnceivable for 00. 

nature.-..the 8elf-approving C0718ciova1ItSI of vir,ue, 
when the coodemnatiou we look for will he ODe of: 
the JOost ample mercies accomplished for mankind 
silles tba ueation ,of ths world I'" 

.. My lords I have done '. ' 

n. ".,.,.t immediatel!l rOle. lind tJt(j_tl to t1u jint TuuriIIg, 
in tlle fIUl....w. qf parlillmnlt. :. 

i i 

IU)l' 17. , ' 

ROYA.LBOaOUGBI!IOF SCOTL.UiD.' 
. r I I.) 

.n. Jlditimufr- the tliJfffYllll 'btwougMqf &otltmd ~grd 
11"'1-.. . .' .,.,.,' . 

Mr. SHERID~U' expressed his regret, that the 
uhfore~een p~otra.cti?n of other impo~nt busi~. 
ness had' obhged rllm t~ defet so long, a soh., 
jeet of 'such importance, ail moving' for leavetq 
bring in a hillto regulate the internal government 
of' the royal boroughs of Scotland: He stated 'his 
sense of the magnitude of the object to be 'su~ 
mitted to the consideration ofthe house; declaring'," 
at the same time, that he did not deem it necessary 
to enter into any elCplanation of 'what might, at 
first, appear extraordinary,' viz. that ~hou1d sueh fl 
motion be' brought forward by' a ' person" nol 
interested by local connection," or 'personal habits 
with the parties, 'whose petitions, (or a redress bf 
grievanct>s, were now before tbe house; " The facf 
was, that' every nu!mi>et' oftbat house, who had Ii 
lingle right idea of the first principles of the cori~ 

• • , ~_ ' , • ,.... ". ' _ - • , A , I l. i.' 
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.titution, ,and" of course, of the first cause of. the 
prosperity of the country, founded on that consti­
tution, or who felt, as he trusted every member 
of that house did, an equal anrl common intel'eat 
in the happiness and well-being of the two coun­
tries compri~ing the onited kingdoms; .that every 
member so judging, aod actuated by Buch a prin­
ciple, was perfectly competent and qualifif'<I to 
investigate the propositions he should now offer to 
the consideration of the hOIJlle. Mr. Sheridan then 
adverted to the advanced state of the session, the uu­
commonly thin attendance which could be procured 
even opon suhjects in which the minister himself 
was particularly interested; and declared his rea­
sons for oot entering into the ~eDt>ral merits of the 
qnestion at this time, observmg, however, that it 
fortunately bappened that the present question was 
of such a nature, as to admit of a perfect expla­
nation in a single sentence, The evil complained 
of by as(reRpectable a body of (.etitioners a8 ever 
bad approached tbe bar of that house, was, tbat 
certain enormities and inveterate abuses had pre­
vailed, and did prevail in the administration and 
government of the royal boroughs in Scotland;. and 
that there existed DO competent qualification to 
cbeck and control these abuses, or to give redre88 
fa those who were injured by them. Tbat certain 
se)f-elected magistrates and counllellol"8, B8f1Umed a 
power of levying money upon their fellow lubject&, 
withont authority from law; and of punishing those 
wbo withstood them, by a partial and corrupt exer­
cise of an illegal discretion; that those mllgi"trates 
ftnd counsellol"8 claimed a right to di"llipate the 
public property of their fellow citizens, and to neg~ 
leet the duties ohheir public Illation, without ad­
mitting themselves to be accountable or re1<ponsible, 
in any way, to those whose interestll, security, and 
contentment. formed the only pretence for the ex­
istence of any power or superiority in thOM! pt'rsons; 
a power IUld superiority necessarily forfeited the 
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moment those objects were liCit attendell tci:" Tlie 
existence of those evils- was proved by tbe petition!J, 
and the want of a remedy by tbe decisions of. tbe 
courts of judicature hi Scotland,' it hav\ng been 
~etermined, both iu the Court of Session, and in 
the Court of Excbequer, that liS the law of Sco~ 
land lItood, tbere was nb remedy. for evi14 and 
abuses which both court~ admitted to exist aild to 
be productive of tbe worst eonsequences to the 
general interests·of the community. Surely then; 
Mr. Sheridad observed, if there ever was 'a justi6.~ 
able ground of application to the legislature o( any 
country, it is wbea thO!le who are entrusted with 
the administration of the laws, acknowledge tbe 
prevalence of some great abuse, and at the same 
time admit that there exists. no legal mode 
of obtaining a remedy for it. Mr. Sheridan Dext 
e~flaine4 .the nature of t~e remedy, propos~d, in .the 
bll he Wished to sublmt to thell" consideratIOn. 
Pis object, for the present session. was only .to give 
the members an opportl1nity of informing them­
selves; for which purpose, he Rhould be content to 
bve his bill, which be tben held in bis band, read 
It first time and printed. Mr. Sheridan compli"; 
meDted the cbaracter, firmness, and moderation of 
tbe petitionerS, and the abilities and exertions. of 
tbe gentlemen they bad employed to manage their' 
business; concluding witb a hbpe, that forgetting all 
national distinctions, and narrow prejodices, he 
should find, on tlie next discussiori of tbe subject,' 
a very genl!ral disposition to diffuse prioCiples of 
civil liberty to that part of the united kingdom 
which bad hitberto partakerl hi oor glory and in ooi 
dangers, without sharing' the equal blessing of civil 
liberty, to which England wano moch indebted. . 

He theo' moved .. That leave be given to bring 
io a bill {or eorrecting the abuses aDd supplying the 
defectS in the internal government of the rbyal 
burghs, and in the manner of accounting for the 

VOL. 11, 5: 
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property, annaa) revenues, aud expenditure of 'he 
same." 

Mr. AfIIlnd/Jer aelmllfl'hdgt4 """ It _ t. Ai., .. """ter of 
itulifferma ",1Id/Jer tlu .. oliml f",. tldnftttmg tAo biU tAo ",..".,t 
....... _. or """ ..." tl(fl"ul t.: 6tiJIg t~ tluzt ill tAo 
",....., 1Uli0ll it emdtl fUll ptIa: II7ItI tAot in tAo tu.rtlu IIundd "­
OIl "I'P"" .... iJ!I of opporiRg it. if prtJpOIId. R •• bltl'lltd, tluzt,.. 
iuwuwtlbk Jrintd (Mr. IiMritlim) tduxty. bnluglll tAo Inuinuo 
1MWtZrd /Jt ,,".Ioot of tlu..un.. "'. it """ impouibk t. ,. 
p...tI. Rio IoinumJWt Jrim4 AIId Ihdd .. 'f'dfo grimIIu:u: Ao 
IuId -fiatt iii_If to II pntral tllllntlt'lll oJ ~_. to ",/U.' 
li. (Mr. AlIIlrtd/Jer) mtirtl!l o'dttltd. bdng pdll/ _OinMt tAot 
flO IIIeA ~ tZiIt.d. WitA ",Iuzt_ ~ "!!Jl<""""" ,.. 
Twnortlbl. frimd ~fIt in the pr-.t bill, it ",.,., !/IretfllJU!I to .. 
• TItznI!. in the eketiml of rtprumttdifJa to __ i. ptIrlittmmt. 
Rio TumortIbk JriDul sot ~ goat in IIdIlil to IItppDrl r.- bill. 
~ IIwuId sot tRttr into dttailin tlppDlititm to it: II7ItI tAo rlll/Jer. 
'" Iu did sot belie .. m. Twnortlbl. Jrintd rtall!l fIIumt ttl corry inI4 
tiff.., tAo bin he AIId """""for w- ttl I!ri1Ig in. WiJAruped to 
tlu /JUOIJfIt6 oj tlu ,..".,...., """"" f"'. AI< fully tlfrNZd tDiJ" tAo 
/umtlnJble btJrDatt (Sir JtI_ Joltllll_) t1J11HI#U to w, tAot tM. 
/JcC<ItUJt. ~fIt be .... tfeg,,,,,dtd by tlu Llrd Ad_oj Seotllllul • 
.,/W cordd imiII IIptIII tAo ddioery oj tllmt, in tlu _ ....,.,. III 
tAo Atttmlty-Getu:ral in ~ltmd raigflt d.tmII7ItI tIS IIUtIIItrt to be 
Mad.t DIll oj tAo rtIIt:tIIle oj tlie Uf7H1'''"- in Engltmd. . 

lUr. Sberidan answered, that at the close of the 
last session, no such motion as tbe pre!lent had 
been offered, but only the petitions had been pre­
sented. He had that day stated it to be his inten­
tion merely to move for the bill, that it might be 
in the pos.oession of members dnring tbe rece.; 
and having 80 stated bis intention, he had conceived 
itwbolly nonecessarv to enter into tbe particular 
detail of the bilL To his honorable friend (Mr. 
Anstrutber) who had mentioned his donbts of the 
existence of· the grievances complained against; 
he sbould consider it tmBicient to answer, that up­
wards of nioe thousand respectable persons had efe­
clared to the hoose, lOch evils did exist. He COD­
cluded, by quoting the opinion of a judge in IOpport 
of the. declaration of the petitions, which was in 
Hbstance, for waut of a proper regulation in the 
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~orongbs, trade, was tiilllcollraged; reijgillll neglected, 
and every thing to which the attention of the magis,.' 
trates ought to be turned, wholly disregarded. 

" .Mr. Pitt obserml, tIutt .Mung to lmmo tlu cmdml. of tIte mil, 
M ........ duirmu ... trIIy gml~ could b. to ""'" tile moti .. 
...... d. " If it...,., ,to·/I reJl1t"III;·it fDDUld be orr. r£II8t1II,toirultla 
/lim to be pllrlial to it; but to tile lalter pm he Qbjuded, ~ 
the Iunue fDDUld be guiliy of II ... I."t flCti"" in cIuw~ng tile fHj,., 
rougIu II1U1& .. lnw., tmd giving /I anmt_. to an infringement of 
,heir cAortero, lief .... mell "tnu.. IIJere mml. to' appetJI". By 111"'" he 
6ad Jtfltal, he _ 111 IIrgt l1li obllnu:/ion to the I1iII, but "' .... ly 
to I1I({gut to the lumorabfe gmtlnmm the propridy Df adopting 
iorne llllut· mode, by committ .. , or o/herwi6e, tfuJI might be "'''"' 
""",Went II1it4 Jhe fof'fIIB of the house. 

. ,Mr. Sheridan answered", that what had fallen 
from the right honorable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) was 
perfectly fair and candid. He believed that the 
right !J.onorahle gentleman's objection went. only to 
a few words in the latter part of the motion, in 
which he saw no novelty or deviation from rule ~ 
but tQ gain: the right honorable gentleman's ae-: 
quiescence. he. was willing, tQ alter ,,the. motion as 
_ the right honorable gentleman had recommended. 

Sir J_ JoAmlone' objer/ing to the motiOIf,_ tlle'lwrue mvidrd, 
"65 54: ""'" 00: rnqjority 94. ' ' 

JUNK 2ft., 

INTERLUDE REGULATION BILL. 
", . ' . 

no Spukt:r AmmIglloted to tAt lwrue tMt 'Me lilru load "'flU 
..... ·Ill ............ " in the bill, " , ' ;,' 

.l\i~. SHEIUDAN trusted that • he, should he' able. 
without tresp~sillg 1,00 long. upon the patience of 
the ,house, to, mduce them, m consequence of the -
few remal·k. which he must, beg leave to make, to, 
postpone the consideration of the ,amendments to 
the_ bill in the other house. The noble lords who 
proposed_them seemed not', to hav,e been aware~' ' 
wbat they were about when they suggest~d them. 

x,2 
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or to have at all I:onsidered bow far they could be 
connected with the other parts of the bill. It 
.had gone ant of their house, -(as the Speaker 
well knew J a bill of general regulation; and it 
came back in such a state as, he believed, no bill 
had ever before been returned into that hou8e. The 
noble pel'!lonage, whoever he WRS, that had made 
the amendments, appeared to be possessed of 8O~e­
thing like a dramatic mind, and to have converted 
the bill into a perfect harlequinade, full of theatrical 
shifts and changeR. The preamble of it stated, 
that " hotwithstandin~ the wholesome regulations, 
provided by the acts 10 being, divers persons had 
exhibited, in certain. houses and places licensed, 
operas, burlettas, pantomimes, mOllical dramas, and 
other theatrical and dramatic performances and en­
tertainments. contrary to the true inteot and mean­
ing of the said acts, &c. &c." Thi. preamble the 
Doble amender of the' bill had preserved, without 
the alteration of a syllable, althougb he had inserted 
in the subsequent page. of the bill, clausJI to an­
thorise .ill more hoOlle& to perform pantomimes, 
musical'dramas, and other theatrical or dramatic 
entertainmenu. In .hort, in consequence of tbe 
amendments, the whole hill was not ooly rendered 
incongruous, inconsistent, and absnrd; but as it 
Jtood, it went to affect private property to a very 
consideral;lle ,amount, and to destroy security that 
had been establi~hed for more tban a century, on 
the .. nction of parliamentary faith, ill a manner 
that he was persuaded that house would never con­
sent to; because tbat house would never do' so 
violent an act of injustice to individuals, as to injure 
their mo8& essential interests, without afFording 
them an opportunity of being heard 'by themselves 
Or their connsel ill their defence. JUst 3JI well 
might tbe house consent to a bill being brought in 

.10 abrogate and . annnl any other grant of' the 
crown i-for instance, if (rom motiveS of private 
piqne aad personal resentment. a bill should be 
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introduced to take' away a' certain' g-rant -,of 'one 
shilling dnty upon each ,chaldron, bf\C9a1s bro11gh~ 
'into the port of London, wbich, willi appropriated l~ 
the use of it noble individual, .every riuiu' ,of. libe.­
raiity would spurn at the uncandid suggestion,:'and 
'refuse to do an act of stJchO'iaring' injustice' .. ' H" 
'therefore had not a doubt bu1 that' the house woula 
concur in his motion, " That th!l ,Consideration, of 
these amendments be postponed to'this day three 
months." " .'. ': ~"l" . - ' ;:. i 4:.1 . t 

,'I ' . " ,\}., .", ~ .'). 

The SpttIker put the guutitm, wkieA flHII.iIgr«d tl imonim-~ 
, ", , . 

:,' '; . ,\ l' . 
:DIU).El\JB.Ea12., " 

, , 

KING'S ILLNESS-REGENCY. , " 

T......-ds the lotter end of Oct.",," the rtp<1rl of t'" implM'li Ii,. 
of the King'. heollh bet:""", /J IIIldIDt .f the de~' interut" tile 
""tUm. 0.. tile 24th of 'fast fMRth. Hi. Mtgeliy fasi a ItfJU fit 
St. Jamd.ft1l' the purpo .. of guiding the alarm whieh the rept1l't of 
his indilJ1OBition fasd .pread among" "is p.ople r Ind.."an his ret_ 
to Windlor AU diBDrder took ""'" mul rmftJl'tunllte "".,.; mul· ,",ore 
wend of t"'fir" """,k in No..".""'. it Will gmwlJlly krwwnt/UJt 
it had IIdlled into IJ cotlBtant delirium. The Prlnl¥ of Wal .. ' ..... 
paired immediately t. Wondlor. wlu:rt he wa. met by the Lord Chan· 
.. lIt11'; .nd they. in .... 1¥rI with the Que .... took BUcle _ ....... 
rtloti ... to tfoe domntie qffair, tif the King, III the _mty.f the 
""'" reguired. In lfoe mean filM. ,all thOle IDlw by their ...... k mul 
lilllOtUm in the .Iate w.... reguired to take IJ port in .. "tID and 
v.nupected .n .xigmrt. tumnbled in lhe copital; mul an u:prto8 WIJI 

dispatcfoed to Mr. F ..... at this filM in Italy. to ""' ... his return. 
The JHlf'lUmrmt fasd betIs prt1I'Oguoi t. Ibe 20th of Nt1f1emlJer: mul 
III tke intmtUd ...... rni.uion for a further prt1l'ogation had ,.., betIs 
imMd by lhe Kill{!;, il. metting took plol¥ up<m t/UJt ""Y. IJI tJ 
matler .f .our... Tfoe ptn'I Qnd tfoe comm .... remained in Ifoeir it­
partJie clwml>ers: /JtId tM CMne.llt1l' in the upper. mul Mr, Pitt 
in the lower faouae, IuJt1ing rwtifi<d the __ of their tumnblm,; 
without the umol no/iee ... d .............. mulllated the imptvpridy Iff 
tfoeir f"'«"ding under BUch ri""""""'" to t""'discussion of Ofty 
pu!Jli.lnui ..... wfoot ........ bolhhotuuruol",d_itMuBly toDdjourn 
Jt1I' fiftmt day •• Aftfoe ..... tirm Mr,PilttookOUlJliMr, I • • "-,tfaat 
IJI it tDOtdd lie indUperuab/y "'....,.,-y ill COlt His Miguty" illtral 
ohouid rMrfaappily /IIIIIlinru longer than tfoe periDd of tfoeir Ddj_· 
_, lhat lhe /wBIt ohouid I. into immediat ... Dtl8idertDion '''' 
IMmaI of 8I.ftlnhmu._ .., (fir ID thtl tlJl!f¥. 1YlmWId#!ftl._. th Mat.t h( tI. 
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ttoltd by tAo SpuJcer, w1utlu:r. in tAo,..umI defu:ti •• flat. O{pll1\ 
liammt Ao Will competmt to Ume writ. Jor ntIII eketiollS. TIn. WII&. 
detennitrtd in lAo otlinnati ... and tAo 1unue itnImdiJJttly ro.... OIl' 
MfIIlday tAo Bt/&,' Mr. Pilt, .eitAer eonoinced uptJII furtAer .."..,dera-' 
lion of lAo ,..~Iy of Mr. Yimr', mggf8lion, orezpectmg that t~· 
,..obabiJity oj BiB Mqj<8ly', rec .. ery would become more apparent 
uptJII a foJler inquiry into lAo ca .. , came forward to propo .. , that II­
committee of twmty-<me members aIwuld b. appointtd tq-""amine all, 
tAo phylkilmB who kad altnukd tAo King during hiB illnf81, A 
like committee Will tip pointed tAo ltlme tlay in tAo lunt.se of IortIs, and: 
tAo members in bolh were ckostft nearly in equal_her. from tIlelt:, 
Iide of tAo 1unue. The report of tAo committee being Iwtmgkt up ... 
tAo 10lh, and ordered to b. prinled, Mr. Pitt f1I/Jf)ell; "tkat "comj' 
miltee be appointed to e",am.ne tAo jortr1lllh of tAo Jwrue, and reporT, 
prr«dmt. of IUCh proceeding. III rna!! Me bem hod in _ of tAo 
,.,......z ueroiBe of tAo royal authority being prtlJtftled or inter-, 
rKpted by infrmey, .ickfte ... infirmity. or otlrertJJilt, with a oieu7 tit: 
pr'ooidefor tAo mme.n TkiB mDtion Will CIlI'7Ud oftera IIwrt debate, 
imd IJ ewaittee of twenty-one, of whom nine 'Wtre member, of oppo­
tition, appointed to Bit with tAo WIJfJl pOfDtN. On tAo 12th Mr. 
Wilbore ElIiB apptllred at tAo bm' witk tkiB report., Mr. Pitt 
_d. "that it do lie uptJII tAo. table j' whick Ming bun agru4 
to, it tIIII. nut _d, "tkat tAo report be printed." Mr. Pi~ 
_jtertlllJrtb _d, .. that tM 1unue will fill Tuudoy ntIIt.r ... l .. ~ 
.. if into IJ col1l1lliltee, to tak,into ,omideration tAo .,ate of tAo nation. 
'I'lle pulion Ming b .... put from tAo ,(lair., ' ' 

. Mr. SHERIDAN observed, that be rose merely t() 
prevent any false conclusion being drawn from his si-
1encethat he concurred iu the propriety or expediency 
of putting the abstract proposition in the right of the 
Prince of W Ides. He for one; felt it his duty to 
contend against the discnssionof any lIuch proposi­
tion, declaring that it was neither likely to maintaiQ. 
and secure the promotion of the good.or of the peace 
ofthe public. .It could not conciliate, but on the 
contrary, it might create dissentions and animosities; 
and tberefore he- insisted that it would be. ex­
tremely nnwise', lIS it wa~ obviously unnecessary, to 
agitate it or press the house to come to any vote· 
upon it. He begged leave to remind ,the right hO:­
nDrable gentleman of the danger .of provoking that 
claim to beasserled (a loud cry of Heu.rJ Heart) 
which he .observed had not yet been preferred. 
(Another cry of Rear! Hear!) He repeated his 
words, and asked, would the right honorable gentle-
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maD chuse to have his own proposition put upon tbe 
Journals, to bave it recorded as bis opinion, tbat 
tbe frjnee of Wales bad no more right to exercise 
tbe royal autbority during the incapacity of th~ 
King, thaR any otber individual lubject? If he 
"",ould not, why "onld be press an abstract proposi­
tion that must throw the nation into anarchy tnd 
f;PllfosioR? !Ir. Sheridan observed that he felt luch 
ahlOlute eonvictioD, tbat be was tlDre no man, who 
was not actuated by a spirit of dissention, would 
propose it. 

M,.. Pitt fttmng. bI f'tJ1l!J. oI4t.d " tlud lie trrut.d tile !Jorut fIJI1Id4 
tIt> tlodf' dut!l m;:::::f. ""!I tItntzt. ""'"- high tile tIIIIlwrily fr-
tDIIicl it fRigid ." . , 

. MI'. Sheridan denied tbat be bad uaed any 
threat as impnted to him by Mr. Pitt; and re­
marked, that he had only spoken of tbe danger that 
Ipight arise, if the Prince shonld be provoked to 
prefer a claim, wbich he certainly had Dot yet pre­
ferred, and tbe discussion of wbich be mnst continne 
to think as mischievous in its tendency, as it was 
undoubtedly unnecessary. 
. 'De pmUm rcD tTtm prd ad lIgf'ad tD. 

D.cB ..... "' 

lLEGE5CY. 
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Britain, fIOID /lW:lllhletl, and lmcfidly,foJ/!J., tmdfmly.f''P''umtm, 
6J1 tire ,stat" of tire people of this realm, to prtwi~ tire ~ of /lUI!" 
plying tire deftet of tire per.onal ezercist of tire royql autlwritJj, qris'­
Ing fromHiI Mqfuly'- said indUpositima, in mel. manner as the IJIiI, 
KtnCJI of the &OM moy .apPt4f" t. rtfl<ire., :: . . ..' 

. Resolved, "17l4t for /hi, purpOll, and for rll4iaiaining t1!tirr-~ 
constitrdional autlwrity of tire J(ing, it iI necUflJ1'!/ that 1M sai .. 
10rds apiritutzl and tff71poral and commons.f Great Britain ~/"ntl~ 
del""";... 011 'M tnetmB f<'lU!reby tM royal tUBmt '''''!I be given ill' 
7.rlianrBJlt to _. bill .. rII4!1 be paued by tM tlPO /w:u6u of par""" 
ment, r",ecti'lg 1M extr.cist 'If tile .pD1fJer. ' and IlUtlwri. 'lies 'If t". 
er'OIII7I,in the name and on tire beholf of. tM /(ing,ifurinG U," ~ 
Ii"""""" of His Mqjesty'. indisposition:' ,... .. 

After IJ /QIIg debate tM" f1esolrdions WlFe put and .arri.d • . 011 t~ 
l8tli tho ho!Ut IItfj(JlP'7ltd, Dr!. aar"",,' of tile, iJl7KM pf Mr.. k, tq 
tho thy followi7lg 1 I!Jhm }fro .filt ~eing call$d 111"" to inform Ih¥ 
htnue mort diatinct1y of 1M mode of F.0cading •• jntQjd,,1 to adoptl 
"ated, thot as, in eo:f.::::tdlatima oj law, ~is Majesty"l'olil/eal ell> 
7tJcit!/. UJ48 entin, Ire propose 11,aI their ".,,.,ding •• hwid be 
7puUr tl .. ro!J(d tpl/Jrarily, ,ul.gqtetl by" ~ under the K"A' 
-t. 'll'uzt e01/ll7lis';07IerB fD appoint.d .ho/lId "Pili) tl.. pa,·lia. 
ment in tht "ame of His Majesty, in the umal form, and .fler'W4f"t!4 
gi .. the royal a ...... t t. lUCia biU /18 might be p .... d 60 tire two 
lao_ f"" IItppolllfing IJ reg .. t. -m.e 10 ..... 10 of the ",ylll aut1uJ.. 
rity IJ8 w .. '''''''_'111> b' usrcist/l Il..,;"g lIis /J1qjuty'6 i7ldilpoli. 
tion. This III conceived to be llu onl'lmaije of prosudinr thaleou14 
HlJdopted cOll8iattlltly with tire principlu of t'he COIIItilU/!pn; 'The 
gutIliOll wae ""'," that the r~ of 1M' eommltt .. .,. t¥ lItat. 'Ii 
1M llalion be 6rought up,v tlfId ajttr IJ debate ""","". Tlu lint .... 
.. Iutio" _ read and agreed fD. Mto. Pentpfftr fIIOI1I/llIIJ 1IIIHfUl. 
rnmt to tM .eeond, whic" IAI/If 11> /tJJ .. out the rwrd " right,-1I7I4 
IJIBo tire WDf'tis .. ill _k manner as tM .. ~gency 'If tire C/lBt may ap" ,...,. '0 rtfuire:' and ""'" .. 6y pruenting ... add ..... to the Princ$ 
'If Walu, keir-apparent, IIIJd 'If full age, Aumbly .t8ftCh~ lim t. 
tala upon laiwdf the ~atfon if the cil.il antlmililary ~ 

. rnmt of .1'" COIIRtry during tl .. incapacily "/. His Mqj .. ty, and "" 
ipngtr.» - Tho qumima _ ~ atId ClJJ"ried, 'Ihol the word" right" 
"atId purl of flu ..... Irdion.' TM gumian wa.;..zt ".." .. tlull tilt . 
~ " ill MI& __ .IM uigencg o{the _ may apptIIf' '" 
""Irsira" .land purl 'If I/~ resolutillll," , nu fIeI1(I8ioned II debalt,_ 
tlfId Mr, Dernpstell. wilhdrero his tII1IeJIIimmt fl'/l111 fM "cond r_IM. 
tion, IMie" W/JI ClJJ"ried a. it "ood originally. He!hm mooed tt 
~ ~ fill 'Iu tllir" raolt<tioro, fro". the _II· rfdermirte,'" and 
....... , Ail /ItIImIImeat. After _ eDIHI<J'RtItitJ tI'it dei.at' _.", 
j-" t/J Mondag the~. UpDIJ the /tJUP'd,oy, '.! ' 

Mr. SHERID4N' declared. that he thought he 
lJuderstood. aDd· .eQQId rlllDDve the doubta that had 
been 8tA~d by seRle geatlemeJl respecting the ef­
fect of the address pft)flo&ed by the amendmellt. It 
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was eonceived by lome, that by voting for tile 
amendment, tbey decided on tbe question of a Ii­
mitedor unlimited Regency; but tbe case was not 
so, for iftbey voted iu favor of the original resolu. 
tion, they virtually admitted, that limitations were 
necessary. Whicheverway tbey proceeded, however, 
the opport unity and the security of making limitation. 
were precisely the same. ·Mr. Pitt bad said, that 
tbe long disl1se of the royal negative was no security 
that it would Dot be revived. Tbe rigbt bonorable 
gentleman knew, from bis own experience, that the 
JIOwers of the prerogative migbt be abnsed, and 
,herefore it became bim to be on bit guard. If Y01l 

doubt the fact, be might say, look at my conduct. 
:Recoiled onder wbat circomstances I dill80lved a 
parliament i-how lavish I have been oC the bonon oC 
'he peerage, and say, that the powen oC the prero­
gative may not be abOBed if yoo can. Tbe right 
honorable gentleman observes, tbat the Prince may 
c1issolvethe parliament witbootcoosenting to limita­
tions. Tbe first act of his Regency ought to be, to 
t'ODsent,to limitationll; and was there. man wbo be­
lieved be would not? Bnt in imposing restrictions, 
some delicacy was reqoisite, for every restriction 
that was not necessa2;' was not. limitatiou, bnt an 
insult. Was the rig t honorable gentleman in lIUcb 
haste to impose restrictions, because be feared tbat 
he eoold not carry tbe limitatioos wbicb be meant to 
propDll8, onleD be were a minilter? 0 ... was he 
apprehensive that parliament or tbe Prince would 
forget to do their doty ? From some lIUcb fear, or 
unwortby IIOSpicion, bit; baste must proceed. What 
provision was made if the Prince aboold refose to 
be Regent, on the right honorable gentlemaD'sterms? 
Snpposing bim DOt to refuse. would be witbbold hit 
eonsent from restrictiOO8 when Regent, under wbich 
be woold eonsent to accept the trust? . WonJd any 
ooe advise bim to say, I accept the lle2'ency nnder 
the limitatioD8 ,on propose. wbich I tliink are im­
preper. aDd whicla I hope JllU'liaJp~"nll &llDul? 
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. 71ae fIIUIion 6ting cal1etl far, tile AcIouo diridttl, ... tlure fl'JI". 
ptt6ed-fw tile <lIIIiiubmtrt 176: again" it 251: ",,griy'l3. TM 
<Irigintll ruolrdillJl """ t"'" pfll . aiod agr«d to, and tM lunuo at!; 
·0JJrfUd. . J. ." \ 

lAIIUAR1' 6,1'789. 

REGENCY RESTRICTIONS • • 
Mr. Pitt fIm1iIIg gi_ fIOtict. that lie Ilwuld til;. day prv1pO" to 

,lie 1unue tile rutrictWnl. within wllkk file _ .. of tile ~al power 
tiwuld be gra .. ted to tile Rtgmt. Mr. Looedm rOIl tU ..... tU tile 
I1I'dtr of tile day WtU ".. .. d. and obstnltd. that bifort tile """Ie pro­
«tded 10 BIItle tile t.,.".. of tile rtgt7lC!f. lot tInIUi .. d t/utHIug augM 

-'ID Imo!D tztJetly"'lure tIug .,.,.., and flliuJt tile aigt7lC!fof tile _ 
f'f4Ily ...... tlot prOlliding t",. fII"ida had been ,lot 1JIdu;t u( tlwir tleli­
&tratWnl. No IimilatWnl of any kind could be nlitabw odopted. 
witlutJll luzoing a riftrtrUJe to tile _ IDhick created tile ...". .. ity 
fw their introtluetion: and therifl1r'e. bifwe tlug went a 11'1' fur­
,her. itaki,lwmIIlejudgmmt tIug aught to Imo!D prrdMly wiYt_ 
IIw prumt "at< of Bu M'!iuly', kialtll. fII/ut1 the degree of alttr., 

. tilm it had rmdtrgone Biau His Mojuly', phyricilml were II"t e.ra. 
mimd, lind whetli.er tlot probability 0,{ ki& reeovery wtU incrtlfUtd. w 
I ... than it had b ..... fit that period. ThU IDIII tM more rucasarj 
.. reportl had gtJM abrtNul of II ~try tIOIItrtulictory kind. lind tile 
mllkI1rity of tM different pkylicilllU who aUended Hu M,guly had 
hem _tk .... of to give _iIm Ia lkale report .. He lherifarel1lOtltd, 
.. nat tile phyrieilmlwho """,,flttended Hil M,gutyllwuldbeagaira 
UlJmined. to inform tile ,...... whether any alttrfltilm or-~f 
""d taIm& pili" ita lIot""'e of tile King" MaW.: lind if tile prroenI 
I!JfI'pt."., were lUCk tU to ~ .. r.1IIIJJI to Iwpe far His Mqjuty', 
apwiy rtcOI1er!J." ThU ",ot.1IJI gact rise to II tIJIJf'f1J debate. whic/f' 
IIJIII """'aged ""t ft'itIi ,lot molt p..ject Urnper lind rnodtrfltilm 011 
rithw ritU of tlot lunuo. ..4A ... 'iro eIttmge ita ,Iot lllinilttrial oJIk .. 
of gtJIl<11IIlIent WIll eonridtrtd ... one of tile in.. ,dUde 0IJJIIt9II"II<' of 
tile tIppOint_ o(tlt. Prill .. of Walu to tile ""'tn£!! • . ..4nd ... tM 
rutrictiJml whi£.\ IfIr. Pitt /lad declllrttl kis:;"mtiota ",. -
could not fail to weaken lind tmbarr_. in a cl1llriderable aegru~ 
..... tulminUt""tiIm. and ... tile propM'iy of tile .. rutrictiJml Will 
contended for II,.... prnutnptilm of tile "P"'dy m:DIItry of tIw 
King. IIIe conlatdiJtg parU IItIU{!Itt IIJith groat rIIgtmUI at ""'" 
lillie difft:I'IfItC of opiniort rtltJtive to that - ... 1Ik" ,.....,.u.4 
IlfIIIIIIgIt tile .... dical gmtl ....... who ",,~J:: In tile ....,.,. of 
,lot debate on Mr. LDotden', tIIotion, Mr, PUt treIItttl tile opiniort of 
Dr. W,.,..,.. II1ho ..... leu ............. ita ki& r.rpectatioraI of .... or-. 
d;;'l. rtfJOOtf'!I than oIA ........ if it had beera dictattll IIy a partialitg 
to tile riling lIIlmiRiltratiota: arad lie ilarillfUlttll, that jrtwn Ihe_1 
IDitll which tkat opiniort """ lakea lip arad diferukd OIl tile otller -de. 
it looW .. if t_ ~ 9Okr.tr- their uialJa.. n.. ...... 
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4ltUltitml1IItJ'e rtptlktl; 1116";,,g bDl" 1CIIrUIa1mu1U. -'Iftut and balel!! 
illibmU ; tmd, in return, Dr. Willil, who tJJIII .ztr"""ly eonfidml 
.. 4iI upectalimll, Il7Id CQ1UeqllDltly lhe fa_it. OIl tl .. ofher ride, 
Will rtpreletlled III a IDol ""ployed to 1Jt:nJ. tllt derign. of Mr. Pill', 
jaetion. After mucla alferCl1fion on thil mb;rct, it Wt16 a",. .. d thot 
D """ eommiItee .Jundd be appoillle4. and lhot the p"yrinmu.Jundd 
lie rt--aami ... d. In tke cour .. uf tke preceding debate, Mr. Pull .. 
"'!I mentioned fail determinatitm to dioide tke kmue, declaring thot 
it tJJIII not likelu thot aU Hil Mqjut1/' playlkianl Mould lUCille 
DUke; and therejqre, tl6 ke COIUidertll tlie prupol<d Inquiry to be no. 
th~..,.",.. thon D duign to dellly, ke would take the __ of tke 
houie on tke gutllion uf t"'. qrt/er uf the day, 

Mr. SUERIDA.N begged leave to call to tbe recol. 
lection of the right honorable gentleman, that he 
was hound by Lis own words to .ubmit to the pro­
posed enquiry, since he had declared, that if a~ 
member asserted that there was a greater probabI­
lity of the recovery of His Majesty sooner than there 
had beeu when the physicians were last examined, 
the bouse ought to proceed to another examination. 
Now, the right honorable gentleman stood exactly 
in that situation himself, having declared,' that he 
bad, from what he knew, reason to believe that His 
Majesty's speedy recovery was more probable thall 
it had been; and he had also declared tbat his opiniOll 
bad been extorted from him. Mr. Sheridan con. 
tended, that it was material that the pbY8ician" 
characters sbonld be deemed sacred; employed as 
they were about His Majesty, and not in aDl ordi. 
nary case; and therefore, lbe public bad an IUterest 
in their characters. 

JAIIUAIl'!' IlL 

REGENCY RESTRICTIONS. 

ne .. 'It« lilt till the 13th, ..va the ..",.,.., _ Ir~ "Po 
ad" __ .Me I1!J M,. BfIria, _.. rkd I1!J Mr, wilulluiot. 
'''''' it JoordJ k fW 'tted" ... ~ '!I tIu:ir filii ~ -
... 11 .. the !!it do '!I t4e tljfferrat t;' . = iIJII jy the ~. 
lIimu~the~!lqfthe~ .... ''I'!J. TIIio ___ 
_ WtdiwtlrtJit"-t .~: the..."." _.dereC,. to 

1" ,.r.." ,. k ,.... .. ""';'-;'" •• __ '" to! the . 

• 
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whole Ir_." Oftllre"flate tif the fttllion.flpORIIre'l61l1. On tlIac'4ajJ 
Mr. Pitt mtnJed the fit .. fol/owi .. g resolutions:-" ' " 

" Resol",d. Thotfor tire purpore tif prB11idiflg for the exercise of 
tire royal ~tliority. during tl .. cominuance of Bis !'Iqjest!!. ill ..... ", 
in meA manner and to lJUClJ e.rtenl a. th~ present ClrCllm8tam .. anti< 
lhe urgent conCerR. of tlri Mtion apptdl" to require. it is upedient' 
thot Hi. Royal Big"" ... tire Prince of Wales. being mident withi~ 
tire reolm. shall be empowered to • .racist tInd administer the r,,!/al 
authority. according to tire /mo. and conmtution of Great Britlli". 
in tire fUlmt and Oft tire behalf of. His MqjCBty. and rmder tire ,iii. 
tlfrd title of Rege~t of lire kmgdom; and to ..... e.recut. and perform" 
in the oome. and on tAe behalf of HiB MajCBty. all authenti.., pr .. 
rogati .... act. of government, and adminiBlration of the Bame. which 
belong to the J{jng of thil realm to ..... ...uute." and JIl'Iform. oe­
_dint[ to tire law. thereof, IUldect to lJUCh limitati.,.. mltl u:ctptiont' 
t" shall be prtnJided. ' 
: .. R"oltJed. That the power 10 to be gi_ to Ail R,,!/al Highne .. 
tk Prine< of Walel. shall Mt" e_tend-to tiU granting of any Tan/i 
... dignity of the peerage of tire realm. to tmy perBOR what...... wo' 
e.,t 10 Hi. MajCBty" royal isme. who ,hall haoe attained the fuU 
age oftwmty-one year •• 
, " Relolved. That tire 6Ilid pOWl!l" BIwuld not u:tend to tire graut­
in~ of any office whatever in reversion. or to tire granting OJ any 
¢''ce. 6Il1ory. tit' pe7l8ion,Jor any othtr term than auring Hil Ma,: 
J"Iy', plearure. eo:cept lUCk offictl Q8 au by lawreguired to be glYJRte"" 
Jor lile. tit' duriflg goad befuwiour. " , 

" R .... l .. d. that tire 6Ilid power. BIwuld flOt u:tend to tire grauting' 
of any par·t of Hil Mqjetly" rt!al tit' perIORal CBtate. u:cq>t 10 far a •. 
relatu to tire rt!RtWal of lell8t.. " " , ' 

" Rtlolved. 7'ftat tlie care of Bis Majetly'. royal p"'son. ~r 
the cOfttiRuartee of His Mqjetly" illne .... hould ht committed to tlie, 
Qutm'. Moll E.rcellent Mqjeaty; and that Her Mqjeaty Bhauld have. 
power to remtnJe from. and to flominote and appoint rucll per...... '" 
tilre Bhall think proper. to the ... eral offictB in Hi, Mqjuty" hausoJ 
hold. and to di""",. ilrder. and manage all ot"",, maller. ail 
Ming. relating to the con of Hu MqjCBt!f. royal perBOR during the, 
time afartsaitI: and that for tire better enabling Her Mqjuty to di,­
charge tm. important trull, it Is allO upedient tTtnt tJ councU.houlit 
be appointed to advi .. and "mil Her Mqjuty in the ... eral matter"J 
ajort6llid. and IDitk fHJfJJtr from time to time. Q8 tluy mug Itt """"" 
to ... amine upon OBt" ,Ire pkyricianB and othm attmding Hi8 MlJoj 

JCBty" p ........ tou«.ing the ltat. of His MajCBty'. healt". and al', 
mntlm rrlative thereto."' " . 
,.These raoiutiOflBIlI<rt! BIrongly tipp08<d botk in tire committee anti 

011 the rtporl. The jirBt lIaving burl rt!ad. Mr. Powy. III011td, ... aal 
ammdmenl. to I._outfrom tire word "i/lnus." in order 'oinsert ...... 
" And presercing tire con.titution of Great Britain undisturbed. anL 
th. dignity and lrutre of tire croum unimpaired. kil R,,!/al High,. .. l 
the Prince of Wal .. be appointed. during tire prurnt indispOrititni 
of Hi. Mqjuty, and fl. longer. in tire li/liiii of tire King. tmd iIJ Aia 
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*tI4, to ..... tmtllldmi....... IIUOr'd;nK tD "" II11/JI tmtl etmlti­
""ioa '" Grt4t Brittrin, "" regtd pqu!#I' tmd K&IJtr7II1Ie1II • ."d.,. "" 
rlyl. tmtl litk '" rtKmt '" tile ki1l{!dDm; .nIl ID _. uuut.. tmd 
perJ- tdl prtrogati_. tlUJltoritiu. and aeU '" KDfItr7UIIt1It. whi." 
.ug'" ""'" "til lau!fully rur4, uuutul, IJnd perf-d. "" tIN.. 
r'Gmt and C<IUnCil '" regmr:y. etnUtituied and appoW.ed "" .. It ad 
t1f IIIe 61" '" Ril prUDll Mqjuty. tap. 27." 

Lord B.lgr_ obltrfJed. lhat tD!Jm IIIe jrul and lau!fuI prtrogll­
ti_ of tile trflU11& ..,.,.. in dtmg .... Ail rig'" JunuwtdJI. Jrintd (Mr. 
Pitt) !Jad _lII!Iully tIoDd forI" to difmd I.: and ... IIIe rtce1ll 
tIUIIIiDII '" IIIe "...-..1 tMreiIe '" IIIe roytd tlUJlJorily bliNK au­
pendell, .ohm IIIe liber/it. '" tile peopk 10 .... IIJr""ened by.. d"fa.. 
rali01l '" tJ rig'" in tile 1Ieir npparmt 10 _ tile uereUe '" tile 
roytd tlUJltority ( .. rig'" 1O!Jic" they 1uul reMIloed eordd uiII eorutl. 
lutimudly ""'!I in tile ,....... to IOhom t!JtJt. and tile aI"'" howe '" 
parliammt IIundd dtkg •• it), Ail rig'" IJORorllbk frimd had 1DiI" 
Cfutd <pirit denied tile uiIImu '" tile rig'" _ttl to uUt ;" "'" 
Iu:ir IJpparmt; tmtlilfter patting IIIe _ioa Imd deniol at imu. 
had obtointd II parlillmmt4ry iJeeltwatiolJ ;" fa ...... of tile peopk... 
Aft ... .. fIIOIaIionfr- 1M oratUnu '" ~ lArd lkIgi-_ 
Ilabw.tI t!JtJt lie IhouItl rJOk Jor 1M ruoWioru. 

Mr. SUE&JDAl'f remarked. that Dot designing to 
copy the example oC the lIoble lord (Belgrave), 
he sbonld neitlier congratulate the majority, nor 
eondole with the minority. on any former vote of 
that hoose, which the noble lord had extolled u aD 
act oC spirit. . If the usertion wu troe, and the 
fact was, that the vote to which the house had last 
come bad been an act oC spirit, be boped that they 
woold now proceed to an act of justice. He de­
dared, that be meant oot, like the noble lord, to 
treat. the hoose with a. quotation, whether taken 
from any Greek, Roman, or English writer; neither 
did be de&ign to shew his partialit)' to his friends. 
by aD'y.elaborate encomium OD theJr meriu. The 
lIoble lord, however, had misapplied the line which 
he had quoted from Demosthenes, who bad meant 
to reproach the Athenians, ~or wasting that ti~ 
which they should have spent ID eft'ectually 0pPOSIDg' 
their enemy, in fruitless inquiries and examination. 
of physicians, from the wish of learning an DnCa­
vcmrable opinion of his health. He hoped tbat this 
was oot a. very applicable cue on the present occa­
IIioD, and tha& the inquiries had not been earned 011 
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with' that view. . He would not, he' said, go mucb 
at large into tbe report then upon the table, tbougk 
he could not pass by the. representations which th~ 
right honourable gentleman had made. of tbe ;lDswerBr 
and opinions ~f tbe physicians., The right honor .. 
able gentleman had contended, tbat tbe pbysician. 
all aO'reed that. His Majesty's. cure was probable. 
tbat be wa.~ beUer. and that there were more or les. 
signs of his recovery. That he positively denied I: 
the right hono.rable gentleman had not quoted t~e, 
report, Rnd he would not do it; but he asserted that 
the physicians did not aU of them state that tberQ 

, were signs of His Majesty's recovery. Dr. Willis. 
indeed, did state it, and there. wall something ofthe 
~me sort advanced by Sir Lucas Pepys;" but the 
other physicians affirmed the express .contrary tG. 
be their opinion.. Mr. Sheridan took notice of 
the manner in which Mr. Pitt had spoken of 
Dr.' Warren; and charged him with having in .. 
directly endeavoured to attack Dr •. Warren's ch&O( 
racter ;-the. noble lord, who -spoke last, had also,. 
he said, .followed the right honorllble gentleman'. 
example, Hnd in a way peculu.rly injurious,ven.~ 
tured npon insinuations, to tbe prejudice. of. Dr •. 
Warren. On. occasions like the present. Mr. Sheri .. 
dan added, it was ridiculous to stand upon idle cere.. 
monies, and trifling etiquettes; be would speak out" 
and 8ay, that if tbere.was a witness who appeare4 
to give prevaricating and evasive an.swers, tb~ .wit.. 
ness was Dr. Willis .. In order to see whether he. 
was right or wrong in this assertion, let gentlemeo. 
look fairly to the reports, and then. decide;. ,1'b~ 
rigbt honorabl~ gentleman, when talking of th~ en",! 
deavours to puzzle and mislead Dr. Wi\lis,an~ 
perplex the simplicity and plainness of his DBturtl,r 
had looked towards him 88 if he meant to allude .to 
his cross examination of that pbysician, in the com., 
mittee above stairs. He. knew Dot that it was 
either parliamentary or proper to make, what passel!, 
in select committees above stairs. the subiect of.a! .. 
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)ttsion in that house ;-but, if the minutes of the 
committee were before the house, they would see 
that he had cross-examined Dr. Willis, with a view 
to put his credibility to the test, in consequence of a 
learned· friend of the right honorable gentleman, 
then in his place, ha~ing cross examined Dr. War­
ren' expressly I as he had himself declared; for the 
purpose of impeaching Dr. Warren's Cl'edibility; 
adverting to what he mentioned, as the different 
auswers given by Dr. Willi. at different times, he 
charged them with varions contradictions. When 
he heard Dr. Willis at one time asserting, that the 
aecounts sent to St. James's did not convey a true 
state of His Majesty'. health, but were considered 
by him as prescriptions for the public to swall<l\v; 
and when, at another, he heard him admitthem to 
be statements of facts; and found, from the exa­
mination of the other physicians, that no such con­
versation had passed, as Dr. Willis had stated to 
have passed, was he not necessarily staggered, and 
inclined to think Dr. Willis a loose and random 
speaker? When he heard Dr. Willis attribute 
His Majesty's illness to seven-ulld-twenty years 
of extreme study, abstinence, and labour, and de­
clare that His Majesty was recoveri'ng, assigning 
as It teaMlIi, that the physic which he bad that day 
givl!D. him, had produced the desireil effect ;-what 
must he think of DI'. Willis, when he heard him as­
seMi that his physic could in one day overcome the 
effects of seven-and-twenty years hard exercise, 
seven-and-twenty years study, and seven-and-twenty· 
yeaps abstinence. It was impossible for him to main­
tain tl1at gravity which the snbject dpmanded; 
sneh assertionS' .pemindeil him of those nostrums, 
which were to cure this and that malady;' and, also; 
disappdi,n'ttne#its in love, and lImg sea voyages. 
He did btJt (Mr. Sheridan said) impnte Dr. Wil­
lis's afiswers to any intention to deceive; but when 
he heard· him roundly declare what every other 
of'His M'ajesty'sphysicians pronounced it impos-
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Bible tee apeak to,. he' must ·assert" ~that Dr •• Willis 
,was a very hasty,decider, .and, a random !Speaker. 
Mr. ,Sheridan now obse"eli.·h&,must be~,Jeavetp 
investigate .the other parts'of ,the righlJ.-holWrable 
gentleman's speeeh •. and declared,hehclicf.D0t:WOJp. 
_der that in speaking of; one persoll, ,wbom Ithe' right 
honorable gentleman j had .thought. nt1lto,istroduce, 
he. chose to, appeal totheJeelings,:nthe,r1:bal1',te 
~he.judgillent.ofl ,the house.;,:Jibe, lIlanner:inf whicll. 
the' right honorable I geutliliWIB • had' lPe,ntioned het 
Majesty, appeared tG,him ~ \be!:w.itbo,ade8ig~;. 
challenge,and provoke, a dVllillBSllllJ"bf.·the;condod 
of the Queen.;. ,be trusted"that..whateiVet .had, ·..heeR 
the right honorable, gentieman~I"lIloti'\ltlJ.. iiJlIVolJlel 
prove totally·. unsUccessful. ",The:_ datifwl!condilct. 
JLlld ,domestic ,.iI,tues.of .. tbalbroyal pel'SQn, .BeVill 
had ~ been vaUed in :question';i'aOd;thertiore,.dI8 
boped they sbould avoid the discussion; as .'matteit 
equally ·unnecessary and. indecent;!and.rWhem the 
right honorable gentleman italked ,oaf,delieaeY·;QJl 
the. subject, he wished. him.· to"refioci) alibis.ow. 
conduct in the committee •. , !l'hp8~ !Who ,would give 
responsibility to .. he Queen~hose, ~ho.would uke­
her. out of that 'priv1l.t& and.,:domestic.8tatio~in 
which, IIhe had .clln.iucted.hersel£ iSQ,Bnliably .. nel 
irreproachablY"T"were. thei rerdoDSwbo .manifeaed 
a,want of delicacy, And ,a want of 'attention.lothe 
characte.r and comfort of. the.royal penonage is queSt 
tion •. ,With regard tQ, the feeble preference ,to. the 
Prince'. claim, which the right honorable gentleman 
had admitted; it.,appeared from the right hono,," 
able gentleman's .conduct, .. 1IJI.if· his-. ·concnrrence 
in it was extorted from him"by.theClpinioD.o£ tbe 
public. Tbe plain. question :was, .wbat' were the 
motives which .induced ,tbe,right honorable, gentle .. 
man to .refuse the full powers of the crown to the' 
person, .who ,was to. act as its representative? ..... , 
What, but an intentioD. to .tie up tbee hand, of 
miniliters. at a time when .. they. would. ltand 
most ill need of unrestrained authority. It would. 

VOL. u. L 
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iIIOt,; lie lIelieved, be denied, that a gonroment by 
a regent must necessarily prGve more weak tha •• 
9!'<WerDment" eanied oa hy the crown iteelf. and 
-lIeCJOtlIIdy it I'equired ~ery p088ibIe degree. 
-additional aid ani _iltance. Bot, by the line p_ 
fONd,it _lignified to all foreign poweo, thIIt 
.abey' ",eredil'idecl Qmong' themselYeIlr and there 
Adiel not prevail that lIannooy of heart, and DOanj.. 
.uty, 10 neceluT}' to exist at tbat eriJw. Tha right"' 
iIonorsble gentle_Rhad resorted to precedentJ in 
sapport of hw argmoent. of that day; lJut th. whole 
.tiU." p~ which he meant to follow, made 
ltirectly ega.inet the iiJference" which it wu hi, de. 
aign to draw 110m.... By the mode wbicla the 
_ghtbonorabJe gentleman had adopted. the balance 
...r tile crown wu destroyed; and .. far .. tbe 
Wanee Gf the COJPtitntion wu conC8l'1led, that w .. 
de.troyed abo. Did the regeney biIIJ refe~ "to .Jl dae right honorable gentleman, proeeednpoa 
"'the JOptJOJition ~tIJat; dae uUoor could DeYer be of 
.ge P • Molt certainly they dill Dot; DOl' were 
the powen of the prerogative with-ho\deQ. They 
.were ,U given" not into ,be hIlDa of one ,­
iDdeed, but into the hand. of many. Mr. Sberid • 
.• ted, at that time· (in the reip. George die 
. Seeond) the Prince of WaleJ "' .. thirteen; and be 
-~z!: ngeaey bill,dec .... ed to be of iJll ~. 
at. . ; and the King w .. thea alive, and m 
good health. Be na-.ed npon tlIcee facti, to ,hew 
·the aa-t; time tile prince eOnId, ill tbu -. bra 
·_Dsminor, .... Dve yean; IIIIcl tbe probabilitJ 
' ..... ·that fie, would have remaiDell.o, when be 
,eame to the erewa, more thaD two or three J­
Towuda the I.ater ead of the right hoDorabJe rea­
-tlem~". the true motiTe of the right hoOor .. 
,able· '. 4XJIIdodhad maoifeated itJelf· 
'Jte oaa forlner .J adverted to it, bot Dot ~ 
that day, except in the 'PaIt of biJ IIIJ88Ch to 1rliieh 

-1ie·1hen alluded; and tIiat wu hie IN!lief, that tIae 
~Begent.woul4l-elaaage&he~ tbattlae ... ..:. 
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ogovet'Jlment rwouldfall' intOl the. 1Jands".oflhosie, 
'Whom the right honorable 'gentleman. ,had !~d. to 
&ssertjdllld been in ·,confederacy.of a conspiracy to 
-overtOI'll the' constitution. l' ,Th,tiW811 the' Ileal. spring 
.. all the right honorable gentlemall'SImeasnresj -reo 
.;lpectiogthe regency. Il Had intentions, ween" eaten. 
Uinell O£ keep-iog, the present ministers, thelimw. 

,tiDn.,. he,NerilYDelieved, ~cmld lDeverrha"."beea 
:heard. ,of. • The whole of tile righthooorabJe;g_ 
,tlemll.ll's-condnct,. '''WtUI ~nfessedly governee~.liy 
.party considerationS, land by the impulse of his OWD 
·penronal, ambition. ' The right·hOllfllr3ble gentlemlUl 
·talked of the evil advisers whom:the Regent might 
possibly have .~ont him :-bot,,,was there, .iofact, 
_y.rea! i eall8e .-o"dread. Inch. llireumstaDcei'! .. 1f 
,'thai was the .easll, ·might he not ask. with the bonoIII' 
.;able gentleDlllD' near laim; (Mr.,Powy_) "' .... there 

• .tIOtvjgol' enongk.le£t .in,.that.honse to~rnshany 
attempiBlof abUIIB of authOllity.,.to' eall had mini .. 
·terl' tioallevere acconnt> and to address the'Regent 
to remove them &om hiac cOIlIlCils jI, The right h"" 
JIOrab~'genllleman had more than once;"wantonl, 
attacked the* side of the·hoD88; as' -taininlf '. 
1I01itical party. ,As for> ,himself, (Ml'.ldSheridan 
added) he made.DO Icruple' to.declarej he thonght 
it ,the glory and hooor·Gf hi. ·lifete belong to that 
'party. ,He who kneWl:the cbaracterlof tlaat party. 
lnew it 11'81 au honer which any man might covet. 
·W .. it a ,disgrace to have. been formed andertb. 
'l\Iarquisof, Rockingham.; and under his ltannera to 
,_e combated on behalf of the. people. with sua­
eeul'_ W as it a disgracete Ite 1I0nnectedwith t. 
DoksGf Portland" ,a nobJeaaaawbo;8wayed by DO 
meaa motives· ,of. interest, ,nor iin6nenced .. by. 89 
ambitioo.s designs "to· 'grasp a* power. 1101' ,witla '. 
<riaw to eDy-ether pu1'pfIII8 than \llewe1fare of _ 
ClOllBtry, dedicated .biiJ, morninga IlDremittioglr to 
the promotioll of the publis goOd' Mr. Shend .. 
remarked. he eould not advert· to his right honor .. 
able friend (Mr. Fox).,withoat, cIeclariDr B .... 

. ~I 
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,the characteristic distinction of his heart to compel 
the most submissive devotion of mind and affection 
from all tho.e who came under the observation of 
it; and force them ;by the most powerful and amia­
ble of all influence, to become the inseparable asso­
ciates of bis fortnne. With respect to his talents, 
he would not speak of them; they would derive 
m).' support, from any man's attestation, nor the 
most. flattering panegyric of the ruostenlightened of 
ilis ,friends. Thus.much he would only observe, 
with regard to the abilities Qf his honorable friend, 
that it Wa>! the utmost effort of any other man's ta­
lents, awl the best proof of their existence, that he 
was ,able'; to. understaRG' the extent"and compre­
tiend tbe'8uperiority,of them. It was the pride and 
glory' of.' his ,life" to enjoy the, happiness and honor 
'Of his. friendship;;. and he desired to be told, 
whether the: Duke of Portland and Mr. Fox, were 
iess worthy of. the confidence of their country, 
or more unfit to become ministers, because an arro­
gantindividual ,chose presumptuously to load them 
with calumny. . Were he an independellt man, 
standing aloof from party, and wholly uuconnected 
with it, he could not, with patience, hear the right 
honorable gentleman's insulting language; but as 
a party man, boasting himself to be one, how did 
the right honorable gentleman imagine he should 
receive his veflections,. but with that scorn and 
tiisdain which ;becamea man conscious of the worth 
and value of those with whom he was connected? 
He must heg leave to remind the right honorable 
gentleman, ,that.afterthis confederacy, which he 
had"Bo' grossly calumniated, had, among other of 
theirmiquitllU!t;'proceedings, passed their India 
bill" ane. after they had formed their coalition, 
that right; honorable gentleman was ready enough 
to haye joined ,their confederacy; and a. treaty, as 
thehouse.'well knew;. had been then set on foot, 
but, the. negociation'l'llas, not then concInded. He 
declare~'he.,llitiJnoLlle1iev~tbat the rigQt honor-
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able gentleman was in eltrnest; be would not injure 
him so much. ItS to believe bim' to be, in. eltrnest, 
when h~ tltlked of the dltmltges to be dreaded from· 
the.evil advisers of the Regent, as. to tbe 1t000e of tbl\: 
exercise of the p.owersof' creati.ng peer~; Mr.·, 
Sheridan commented on Mr. Pitt.'s argwnen!,' 
on ' tbe . subject of crelttillg pellfs,. and declarl'd· 
that he had· never before heard ·lllat the comml;r,ce 
of •. the, ~ountfY badsweIIed to such a pitch, th~t. 
theremre it' became uecessary to add to the number. 
of the. peeraO"e; and that another rea.'!on was the. 
prevention of a faction .in the house of lords, against: 
the crown. The right. honorable: gentleman had. 
made no less than forty-eight peers, during the .fiv{!, 
years of his administration; and yet he bad nevpr. 
heard' of any faction . ,having been li~ely to take; 
plltce in ,that' branch of the legislature. M.r • .she.~~ 
dan next remarked, tbat he could not listen iu.silence 
to the expressed desire of the right honorable gen­
tleman ·to have considered as III test of his futnre 
conduct, and not ItS a profession., his declaration 
t\Jat he·.would not oppoRe the measures of his sn.c­
ceSsorsin' 'officel . Upon this occasion, :he trusted 
that the house would ;not lose sight. of the . manner 
in'which that test had been worded, 1l\Lmely, tha~ 
the right honorable gentleman would not oppose aTJ.Y 
just or good ineasures of the ne~ ministry, which 
measures were hereafter, to be discussed. The de'. 
cl.aratioll called, to·,ljilii I mind: It: :similarone of the 
right hOllcirahle gentleman on~;foflXler occasion, to 
whichtlie Tight 'honorablegeutleman had not ad.. 
Hei-ed. He declared. that hebeliey.ed the, righ* 
hoilOtablegentleman was ,sincere, inhi~ intention, 
thoUgh he had Dot. what Dr. Willis had ~rml"fl 
helpossessed; the gift: of seeiog.the h.ellrts by; look­
ing,lit 'lljen'S""Jllllitenances. He. r!llllemberlld that 
thlldOctol1, at irati toll\., the ,comwit.te. e, /' tb. at he 
coiIHf:thussee the he. at ,any. mi\n, wbeliber, .h.e 
was'9ick,ornoti~"""'a. dec\atationwpich ~d .II~ 
peared iparticularly: til bay!! ,1I1armed ,tbe 'l'ight hllllon 
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ahIe ~ent1emall ; yet, putting aD thi. out of the q_ 
tion, It was' not parliamentary, to tnat to eny g_: 
tIeman"profesaons,' especially, where the pound. 
or, faithfully lId~ring 'to tboSe profelllliOld, weret 
expressly left hereafter to be di5putecl, He rep""" 
bated tlie'idea of rewning 'tbe patrooage of ah~ 
royal housebold, and adverted to the ri~ honorable· 
gentleman's' baving' charged hi. Tig'Lt' bonorabJ.l 
friend (when on a fonner occuion he quitted 08ice) 
with having left a i'Ortrellll belrind bim,' ' The charge' 
was true i be admitted tbat bi., rigbi hooorable 
friend had don. 110; but then like a ooarse, elnlDl1 
workman, he bad boilt bia 'plan in open day, and re­
ti1'ed witb hisfriend8, who 8e"ed witbout pay. thongh 
their &el'Yices bad ben long continued, Not 10 abe 
right honorable gentleman oyer the way; like _ 
more 'crafty mason; he bad collected bia materiala 
with greater eaotio~ and worked them' up witJa 
abundantly more art. Perhaps, be had taken thcJ 
advice of the noble duke, faDICIOI for fortifieatioa, 
and witb the aid of that able engineer, had provided 
a Iiorps of royal military 'artifieerw,and tbroWn ~ 
;mpregnab1e ramparill' .. aecore hi_If and hit 
garrison.' Up«H! thi. o«u;on, the )ling'. arm .. 
doobtleSll migbt be &eeII flr:G: U • banner _ the 
top of bit fOFtresa, and pow I, indeed, mOllt prove 
tbe effect of tIH! right honorable ,",leman'. thn... 
dering eloquenCe from without,' and the .sepport. 
tbe royal artifice1'll froni withio, apOllt hill politieal 
adversaries; 'Mr; Sberidau reprobated the peftOJl, 
wboeret, it might be, dud adviIred Her MaJetily to 
lend her name to IUch a prop«MIitiou sa that .hich 
'was then made to the committee; and declared tW 
were the eme ground of lUlpicion ., the II .. ..J.d., 
lien of the Regent to be takftllnr.y.' the right ,.. 
iIorable gemlemau oould not be said tohal'e~ 
• single argumeDt'mllUpJlertofbiiuyftelm, Be de. 
1Ifti'-l the power that the Es.-ioiatel' _Id de. 
rift 'from retaining the 'patnmage of the Km.(: 
'houaehOId; &ad eeBieuded; daa&. ~ pnteD. .... 
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Majesty's feeling. . ,wCluldb& .hock!ld~ ",hea here--:. 
eovered and foull hi. houaeho14 ~h8Dged,. "lIS ridi~; 
CWOQ8. . The bad adviserSi of the Regenl;. we~ ~ lie·" 
allowed the . power of making war, peace. irea,qe,.i 
and the· exercise of various other, important. aathori.-; 
ties. To talk, therefore. m Hi, Majesty's feelmgs.;: 
wheD he should recover ~d fiDel his ho~hold;: 
wnged •. wa,· to BUppOse that.,he. Would ~ lest 
ahocked to learn. that the coDltitutien of his country~ 
"'as ohanged, part of his .dominions ceded. let foreigrlL 
potentate., and other euential.aad impQ1'tantc~lamk 
tielland disgraces entailed. on .hie ~untry •. , wbie~ 
was like a man. who having, lleen .entrusted !W'itl\ 
ihe lDansioll lwt_ of a person, during ,hil.ineapa"l 
city. to take eare of it,., should suft"er it to go til- luiQ,o 
and the, winds .rA hea,,"en .. to. blow through .Illm()s~ 
eqry part of it, .h&,enclosures to bebrokeadown • 
• he Hocks of sheep to be ,.hern. .!lnd flxposed ,to .thA 
·storm., aod aU left to ruia and decay, exeep.t a fe", 
looking-glasses; aud 011,l worthies. gilt lumber. ,tha' 
were locked .a, ill, an. old flllibioued drawing roo~ 
Mr. Sheridan represented, the Ex-~i.ni.r cowiDg 
dowa to the house ill state, with the, cal'" of liberty 
()II the end of iii, white ata1f, .. retinue pf black and 
white sticks .. attending mm. and a. ,army o(beet!­
eaten (whom the Maste" ()f the ~orse,.. the·, Lord 
Steward, mul Lord Chamberlain; were te bl! eta. 
JIloyed ill me.rshalling) t..clear his way ,through the 
lobby. He Aid. that he lately heard mucb of the 
political capacity of a King, but had BeVer beard tha& 
.the politU:alcapaci~ of 8; !.o,d oftheBedchamber 
}Villi 10 inseparably connected with his body natural, 
that if the former wer~ extiDc~ •. the latter co~d .not 
without diffiCQ\ty be fOll\td. whaa Hia Majest, ailiould 
recover. alld call> back. hill hollsehold officers. 0 .. 

. (lbserved. that ministen, were desiroUII of. making it 
a condition with the Regent, that ~hey were to have 
no claim upon him, provided the red book remained 
as it .toed at present. Jet the Court Kolendal COD­

e tinue l1Daltere~and ,the.PrilJ.ce. o~ ~ al~ might be 
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Regeni. l Mr. Sheridan again adverted to what he 
stiled the'minister', pretemled regard (or IIi. Ma. 
jesty~s feelingg; Ilnd tIlIked tbe right bonorable gen­
t1emaa'whethef he thought His Majesty would not 
be', burt;· whel1, upon his returning reason, lie Rhould 
knew' to wbatmanner bis 8Ons, the Heir Apparent 
and the: Duke of. York, 88 well aa the other Royal 
DukeiJ, bad been treated by ministers, during bis ill­
ness, especially after tbe gracious declarations wbich 
they had 'all heard of iu anotber place. He 0"" 
sened, that the right honorable gentleman had ad-' 
mitted the re8trictions to be evils, and had dillCll88ed 
them chiefly on tbe grounds of expediency; he com­
bated them on that ground, and declared, tbat he 
fully. admitted the doctrine of the lawyers, that the 
political capacity ofthe monarch waa whole and en­
tire, but that he most contend they were acting in di­
rectoppolition to that principle, and to what had 
originally made it a principle in our constitution. 
He said that he bad no occaaionto reaaon upon the 
qnestion, it was enongb to state his arguments; tbey 
were so evident, that they needed,only to be beard 
to be admitted aa jf they bad been proved •. After a 
great variety of sarcasms. and shrewd observation., 
?dr. Sheridan concluded witb declaring, that when 
it shhnld be known by the public, that tbe motive (or 
IIDCk restrictioDll was DO' other than becall88 the 
PriMe wall going to take into hi' service a difFerent 
set ofmel1 (rom those now in office, they would de-' 
spise and detest the ·enuning and the craft frOIQ 
wbellce M wretched a proceeding had originated. . 

I . . . ,'. _. , 

• ..it lefl):tl thi i,o."iIlee iliDUletl .... M,.. PIJ'ID!II'I tI1M7Ulment 
"rI1te fird r.,tllrtliMI; IIJ'" t &4; tuNl 'J9:T. TIte oripnol re­
~ _ 1"-prIt ft4 arried .ntIu1rtI • tlIoUiMt. A tIhI-. 
... fled 1«>" "loa .... de ueoH r"."lutilnl r~"'bIe ~ tM .,. .. 
'"'" ".!peerl ;"lI'" tIt!; _ UII. All de rtliter r"."IuIUnu,'" 
~ tluJt r..".a~ lite Kin&,I ""-1u>ld, wre IItea - l1li8 
prIt tm4. ClllTletl. TIte Iunue tuljatmutL. ' 
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JAJlUABY 19. 

REGENCY RESTRICTIONS. 
.' . ., -,"., ": ' . . ':,. : ~-.. • 1 - . ' ~ 

, 0 .. tAil dog Mr. Pitt mofJed Ail fiftA re •• luI;... C<JmmiLtin~, 
the «Ire ., Hil Majertyo per, ... t. the Quee .. ; anJ trattling to' 
her the PO'II)Br .J rem0'Di1lt Jrom, and appoittling all the office. 0/ 
the A __ Aold. 

: Mr. SHERIDAN ohserted;thilt it' 'was riot' an' 
agreeable task to enter 00 the degree 'of compara~1 
tive abilities, with whiclilhi! l'esolution had been de­
bated j and the more so, when the person who un­
dertook to comment on tbe matter, had bimselfbeen' 
principally concerned in the debate. 'The rigbt ho­
norable gentleman's explanation required ,an expla_ 
nation. The rigbt honorable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) 
had given !Jis rigbt honorable friend (1\1 r. Fox) nd 
",nswer wba~ver as to tbe time wben tbe restrictions' 
would be taken off tbe regency, in case his expecta­
tionspfHi~Majesty's recovery should prove to have 
been unwarranted. as he 'verily believed' tbey would 
turn ,out., And ,there wasanotber malter of no smalf 
,mportance. respef:ting, whicb the righthimorabli 
gentleman had not said one word. and 'that' was the' 
council to be provided for the Queen': as gUardian 
and, trustee of. His Majesty'~royal per~on" The 
rigbt honorable gentleman, on his' first opening ot 
his plan. on a former day, had omitted to stateeveil 
that tbere was to be ~ cOUDl;i1,fill the resolution came' 
to be read; and thE:n the rigbt honorable' gentleman' 
had s,tarted up. ,and pui in his cOuncil, 'like the postl 
script to a letter, or a o;attef of triflingc;onsequence; 
taking care to tell tbem no more than it was to be ~ 
!!oun~il of. advice, not, a founcil of controut,; , But thE! 
lI",ture and~onstit~tio~, of the' council"ougJit to hi! 
explaiued j and ,be committ~ ought to' '/:Ie' told ot 
whom it WI!S t~ consi~1 before they were called upon 
to te·to"" '" " " , , , , 
~. y~ I, \. ",i I • 

" ; , 
" Durlttt the _r .. of tAe tkbate Mr. B.u.....w had renoarJ:_d; 
1/1111,"" NIolutiofl confi.ted 01 parea di.ti'fli' Pr'W0'~ ,:-tM, 
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ewe eJ Btl Mqjettt/. per.1HI ; 1M F"",er to ,.e",_ tit' .onlln .. 
tM A_ADld ojJieer,; GIld 'hil tIJI110inlment of" eormdl. It etll 
lAerifore prt1pOl.d tTaat t1aey ,Taould b. put ,eparale11l: but Mr. 
l'iII '"" com.ntmg to t"iI. Mr. B""".ril ",,,,,.tI, ,Taat 1M leClHld 
cllNl' of tM ,..,olutiMI ,Taould be left out. • TM """",lit •• tit.. 
wded 0" lTaiI",otiMI, . ."",. "..,. tlppelJlretl, flY" le61 "". ItO. 
Lord N.,.,A """ ",ned, lhal 1M fID1"IlI" for II limit." IioM' H 
tldded; "Po" fl)MclI tM eo",tlllltu Ill. tIloidH: Ilyu 184 I 
...... tiO. TM AouI. fI)/JI 1M" r ... llUld; 1M ._111 ,.'101 ... 
110m reported tmd 1lP'''" to; tMUI order.d to 6. delhl.,..d at II 
eD,,/erence to 1M lordl. ., 

lAJfVAaT 2S. 

REGENCY BB8TllICTJOl'llJ. 

Mr. I>,!t'I"""" tV "-. """ tM aut rJilrid Iu ~ 
propt*. " to Iq tV ......art~ fIIIIell t.V 1m. ""-
1Ieforr tV PriIru ~ WaJu. ill ortIer to *- til ,.". Ail R"!f'I1 
l/~ _ ~ to utzpl t.V reP"'Y "poll t"- -.ditioiu: 
-. '''':'1',''':;. /Ie €-Mia tMt ,. "-1" ... ---/ ... - . 
'-Ilk for l/tat ptITJIDIt ... tlu ...--. , 

Mr. SHERIDAN remarked, thal what the right 
honorable gentlemaD (Mr. Pitt) had advanced in 
geaeral terms of the intended motion for aD addret. 
to the Prince.. of Wales, might do for thotIe wbo 
would wish to give implicit confidence In every 
thing that fell from the rigbt honorable gentleman; 
but tbere were other descriptions of men who might 
reaJlOnably expect a more satisfactory aDlwer. All 
the restrictions stood. the right honorable geDtl~ 
mao would be pleased to recollect, tbere ... JIOoo 
tbing in them which intimated that they were eal. 
colaW to coutinue for a limited time only. Upon 
the face of the resolntions, they appeared daigDed. 
to be permanent; and. therefore. be IUbmiUed it to 
tbe right honorable gentlemau. wbether it w .. not 
abaoJntely necessary. by some meaDS or other. to 
signify to his Royal Bigbne81 the Prince of WaJee. 
that !Ley were meant to eontinoe in force only l0r­
a limited time. Perbaps, the right honorable ge .... 
deman designed to do ~ in the addreaI; bot 
certaiBly it wu material, tliat it.bouJd lie dene OD. 
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way or the other.' He 'understood. tila t'.~~ 
to hela eommissionpassed' to open the ~~~J 
as soOlJ as the ,l'rinc\l's, answe~ ~ 'thei! d ~, ' 
received. and it-was said, that his., Royal Big __ ..,""'" 
wu to be ,one of the cemmismonere.· Be hope " 
!herefore,that tbe rigbt honorable ~e~tleman wQuld, 
mform the house how the commIssIon was to be 
con~tituted l' Mr. Sheridan pressed the necessitY' 
of signifying that tbe rem. ictioDs were to be only­
for a limited time; since,. R8 theresolutionl !¢ood, 
they certainly warranted the idea, of an intention; 
to make them permanent. ,-, I 

Mr. Pill ,.."IUd. 'tlud ... fA. ,..",lulitm IIIUl 6aa """ttl ta 
tAt Prirtce of Waltl/. tmd IAe .....,.,. of flU &gal H;~fInna obtaiNd, 
it tIH1IIU tlta ,. Ii"" <fIIIDg" to iliii:tuo lAe FDJI"tI1J oj tAe _ 
.. iIaioa to lie pa8lIl for DptBitIK de fHI'~' J> .' > '. ' " 

Mr. Sheridan desired to know if ib~re was nOt 
• lOme dan&"er in adopting thatll;'~de. of rroce~din(: 

He described the awkward intoatIon IIi WhlCb l~ 
would place the Prince, by stating;. that if the 8d~ 
dresS' 'Was presented' With the resolutions, and the 
answer should prove;' 'that his Royal Highness w", 
willingt,) accept' the 'regency: on thoseconditionl; 
wbether; when the commission was issued, and the 
P~nce might notcbooS8 to have any thing ~ d~ 
wltb it, be .... ould not 'be precluded from refusmg; 
and be considered by bis answer to have pledg~ 
"ims,elf to consent to all the snbsequent pToceedill~ 
~l~t~~t~,~h.~,a.f~int,~en~ o~ t~e, r,eg~ncyl'!;", ~ 
; Mr. Pill ,..,,1;.4, tlllll . Ail fi~ old .. ' IINnIld lie til .eqrry lip t/tf 
Fuolutiotu, tmd tAe .,her _I ..... .... fa tutAe orderi1lg .. to •• ' i .... 
,.1Ie fMRll ill 1M KiIIg', _ for tM ~ of the parlimnmt: ..., .....u... ..'11 p<IitdI, -U ...... ·WIIdeT diIt:wrnOrI fIerr4t..., 

.:~ ' •. I I; 4 " ; " ., \ ~ ; . . 

";' : I 
" 
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, 
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" 'REGENCY REST'RICTIONS; " 
: J' ... 1; " ,.1 .. 1 .' '. j.. ,." _.' ' ~,," 

'" Mr. Pitt,~ " not II ~ llelJ11llBinUd to .... lI.caI. 
III Ail Royal Higflnna tAt Prinu of WJU, tAe NIOfution, tMic1I 
tAt ...... of 1mvli. rm4 _ ...... -'1Igrctd to, for ~ tlu 



__ ~J IIJPPlt!i"l 1M .tq,~ iii. thl ririlhlllJ' t~ tit t~ ~1Il 
. .utluwif,y,ltru/er. ,~h, ~tWfU ,f16. .Ihe, P'!<ItfII ftuunwllllVU M8JI 
" .... to rtlJ~; tm4. t/U# !hi .commiltu 6edirtcled, 10 infl1Tm hu 
RD!Jal Rig"nLM, t'IIat tlU com-.. aptlu llirir 11&1''', ,''''' hu 
Royal HikAnlu IfDill Ilfi<MpI the IlJid ekart;t ,tUlI/OII tU /III /let Ifj 
pcrlistmrU .. he """'/or ~ inM·fifrd the 1DUl,..,., ... ,·· 

III the courltlfj the de""" 1171 irr~CI1II_tioatook p"'" .... 
IhI ...Ide;:! of adiJreuu, IlJIlkA Md been 06t.inLd iD different JIIlrl' 
Ifj Il&e country~OI1Ir .. g '" tl&e condur/Ifj ihe'!'tnUtr!l; ond ,..-rut 
.",.."......., ttJ .. .lwf. ,; j .r: .1 ' . .' !,. . J 

... Mr~ eB~,~n;~~;'h~~l~~~r~;;:i8e~'~b~tbe did ~~~ 
mean in ,thl!le~~ to, , ad\lert,,~,thaf F,,!'tol the de.­
bale which respected the ,qu(fstion o,orller. nor to 
go at large into any argumept to, pr.ove that there 
was an' evident want, of sy~~ein~ tbough brOD thi. 
grouud, he must agree., ~itb bit, honorable friend 
near him; and .likewi.a ,in.hit! ll886.rtiOll, ,thaa the 
measure then ,pr(lp08ed. would, ~!lUlle' del~. ,llIe 
added, that tbere were two things. wbich. heown\l~. 
would incline bim to agree to tbe addr688; and tb" 
one of ,these was, that. it ~lIu(bep, :~1Dden~' .tbe 
idea,. 80 hastily suggested Ai'allr,ecEld\ng,ey,sging, 
of, limiting tbe. du. ratjo~ ot ,~be reg~Dfy' ".~,a~n..,. 
~oned; an~tbe. ,r~lulfirg"tb!, ~orp1'.Jrf,tfJ.e,,~~ltuli 
lion to a repllb~lc" hy. makmg tbe r~Ie#I,on. o~ " 
supreme governor: ,annual, .would DO Jong~r be,a. 
sisted upon. He ~eclared~ ,nat' when WI, idea w~ 
first started, the rigbt bO!lorable gentlem~n lieemed 
to be ready to embrace. itJ,bF."~,qoId 1101" therefoT~ 
but wonder at tbe sort o( acqniescenctl,~~njf~d 
by tbe bOWl6 to a proposition of' ~ .mo~str~08 a ,na.­
ture, pregnant wltb 8Ucli eJ:te1o~e mucbler.,. and 
tending in the first instance to cbaoge tp,e, Corm,of 
the conl!litution. Mr: Sberidao re.eJ1ed.~haUJe 
bad mentioned tbe day before; and again remarked 
that tbe resolutions, npoD tlJe' face. of them, ap­
peared to be final and permaoeut; since tbey con­
tained nothing wbicb . pointed out that they were 
calculated merely to IIIlbsiat for a limited time, and 
to aD&wer an emergency of only a telDpOmry Do.. 

~; although upon,that ,ling" gr0oDdtl!rged 
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agaiQ·.anll aglli".,b, th1hright,h".orable:gent1eman 
·hilDse1f; t aull,.otQet! gentl~tne~r inndllbate,. ,ba4, the 
hQulitl ~eenllal1ed,.npGnitp, iY~Q li\l~ I~QI!lt\(lill!o .. J1e 

. en{qteed, Ule nectlSJ;ity .• tlf i a.QCI<!m.pilo.ying "ijlf~, 1'~P.lIl' 
tion." w,ben Jaid hefore .Il~i ltoy.l ,Jliglme~s,.i wi#! 
IOme,iotiIDation Qf ,this very ;Qlate~iaJ<1ircllmst!l.1lcfi>; 
and, befQre- he ,~aJ.;! po}Vn, .4ec\arCjd;. Jhi!.t.hnl'9uld 
move an· amendlBllll~ ,to,t;hEi mfl~Jjll,OJ;~lpW4dd 
words, to,that! !lft'ef;t,' .4u.r",ppiqt ;WWI,. llq;t.\ the 
schemEl. of· 'SettiJIg "uP,,1I(ba.t. hili. ~bQen'c~ope,ly 
enough· termed a. phantqm ,and)!. shadow~o,reprll­
lent the third 8sta~ .w.aa ~o.. b.~ IIblllished-;..;.,if. the' 
fact wati. so., ,hl[lr shoul!I .rejoice..e~eedil)gly.; -Jhe­
cause. he. could not hntregar1bt4e .tll8,Ql"ting to such 
~ m~;',o"Pbflai~ingthlli r.o.y~l.asltf!n~/3.8p. Jal;\IU1;)f. 
and. iHi,q\atioD. of r the rights:of,lthe. tijj.fd ~tate,> ,\:ly 
aa assumption, of. the Jexercise. oLthose rights) .. 

. the two houses of parliament, to whom it did Q\)t 
constitutionally belong ... 'l'hq right honorable gen­
tlemall opposite to him', thought proper to' contend 
that the house had already determined on tbat point; 
but be, begged leave,:to: lay;' that the,had, nol' .de­
termined it ;-they.bad-, indeed,· talked, of it; and 
loose hints had beeo.. given in the course >ofl ,debate 
of,tbe nature; of..tb& thing'.intended to be·,puta 
practice i.but all.they had. decided was, ,that it was 
.necesHIWj"fOl' the, two ,houses to determine lin. !the 
meanS by'which the lroyal assent should be. given to 
• bill; and, most,Qeltainly, .there' ~as·a>wide dif.. 
fereBce between resolving that. it. was Ilecessary . for 
thetwe houses to determine on the means;, and the­
means themselves.. Another matter, i which still.i'e­
mained unexplained, was the degree ·Qf .state·and 
attendallce, I whicb· the .right honorable ·gentleman 
had observed that. he meant to move to be annexed· 
to His Royal Highness the Prince of, Wales, in tbe 
room: of tbat power .. and patronage, which, .by the 
fifth relOlution" he had proposed to take away fFom 
himl'! As the right honorable gentleman seemed to 
mean to retain that office, and give up every otbet, 
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thewisbed tbat at tbe time wben the ret&Tic&iOIll 

'Were laid before Hil Royal Higbn-.'tha ·right 
honorable gentleman would laaeR IOmetbing in the 
address to apprize Hil Royal Highneu or- tbe i~ 
·tention, that he migbt know wbat be wu to especlt 
·would be OOIItained in tbe bill,' and that it wu to 
:contain IOmething elae belides the restriction.. M,. 
·~heridan concloded witb memn!!'. by way of amend-' 
'ment, to add to the motion, .~ Tbat tbe f'eatrictiona 
''Were fonned ou the IOpposition that Hi. Majelly'. 
'illneaa wu OIIly temporary, and migM be .of ·no 
loog doration." These words, be Mid, be had takea 
'oot of the rigbt honorable gentleman'. letter to the 
. Prince of Wale., which wu alread,Y· before the 
-public; and, . tberefore, he did DOt Imagine. that 
8ny objection CO\Ild be made to hi. amendmeJlt 
by the rigbt honorable gentleman, or auy other 
member. . . , - , 

Sir J_ ErrIcine, Mr. Pu4 Mr. Grey, Mr. B",.Iu, tmd Mr. 
PrilterIeyj06,. ~. . . .'. : 

- , 
'. Mr. Sheridan tJwu r_ again, and obterved. that 
in.uc1l a _ the house woolll perM"e the waut 
Gf ayatem. The honorable gentleman bad, .. 8 
former night, IOggested 00 a Indden an intentioa to 
po~ aliJDitatioo of the 8Si8tenC8 of the regeoey, 
whleb be ::Joat told the llou. he meant to peniIt 
ta, and ah Itate more folly hereafter. l&_ 
lIpoD thi. OCC¥ioa. tha& the rigbt honorable gentl. 
maa bad profelled an IICqniescence ; and after hat'inr 
lltated, that hil mode of proceeding wu • mode 
wbieb _ DOt to be changed. be h8d in 8 maoDel' 
agreed to t-ecei"e the honorable gentlemaa'. propo­
litioa. and to change it hereafter. To wW ... 
then .ute the proposed addl'8lll to the Prince III 
Wales? If they adopted any additional wegodaUoa, 
GI' made any alteratious, they WOIIld nuuJPrily hat'e 
to do the bosinesa 1II'lrich they were DeW about, OYer 
again; anel to lend op a _d addreaa to the 
.Prince, to learn. wbet.ber in ~ altered .. of the 
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restrictioo6, i hii ,RciyalHighneBS' ,was yet. willing to 
aeoeptthe regenCYol,)lr..:Sberidan pressed thisat'­
gumen" and then llaid,:thatl'inorder,~obriatetbe 
right ,hooorabl41 'gentlelJlan:.~ scruples, he', shbald 
propose.' a06lteratioo to, his amendmeBtj~ ·to-which 
he- did think -that 'tberigbt hooorable gentleman 
eould object., .If he bad understood wbat the' tigbt 
honorable gentle mao bad .aid before,npon •• besub­
ject, he had lignified that ·bis 'objectioB' t.. 'the 
ameodment was, tbat it proved .whattbe right hOe 
norable ·geotleman,. ·had I tel'ined. a I partial. Bel8lltion 
from 1& paragraph in· hiBletter.to·.the"Prince,·of 
Wales j and tbat he had left ont certain worils of 
importance. He could nof, Mr. Sheridan remarked. 
CIGDlider tbose omitted words in aoy,otheP ligbtthan 
as words- of 811!'plnsage j' but, in order to satisfy tbe 
right honorable gentleman,' and to 'remove .all his 
doubts, be bad now taken tbose words of the right 
honorable gentlemao's letter. that the right honor­
able gentleman had complained were· omitted in 
the motion. The matter would then go clearly, and 
without· reserve, to hill Royal Highness. and they 
'would Bee by his Royal Highness's answer, what 
steps they .ought next to take. The. wordtt Mr. 
Sberidan meant to add to his motion, were these, 
.. but, if unfortunately His Majesty" recovery should 
be protracted to a more distant period than there,. 
at present reason to imagine, it will be open here­
after to the wisdom of parliament to· recoosider 
these provu.ioDl." Mr: Sberidanseid, that he must 
beg leave to read that part of the motion, on whicb 
the rigbt honorable gentleman had relied, as mark­
ing in the rigJ}t honorable gentleman's mind that 
'he restrictiona were calculated merely for the pre- -

. sent exigency, and were COD.18quently only ·of a 
temporary nature. He asked. if those words con­
"eyed 10 elearly, distinctly, and intelligibly, that 
the restrictioDl were permanent, and not temporary, 
lIS the words of his amendment warranted such a 
conclusion.. Why ilien,wollid the right honorable 
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gentleman use dubious words. wheo he might apeak 
plainly and directly ?,The right honorable gelltl8~ 
man had before declared .hi. lett8~ 'WI' partially 
quoted. He had now taken the part which- wa. 
omitted; and added it to the other; and, theretore, 
jf the right honorable gentleman meant to do jUII­
tice to the public, and to the Prince, he could oot, 
with the least consistency, perMvere in hit ob .. 
ject~on8. . I. 

UJIOII 1M qrtaliIm 6dnt: prd. """ iM run... U I"" '- IMt lire 
firttt _tim_ might lie lllitfldran, ill tlf'dIr 10 P Mr. SluriJlMI 
... t1f111t1rlMtiJy 10 join 1M fir" """ 1«l11Ul. """ _ 60tA III _ 
tII1IeIIIIment; '- IIHIII giom, """ 1M fUUlioro IIHIII thnl put /III llu uIwk., tlte tlnfioint _dmml. ",hie" _ negatiRd rDiJlund II dm. 
.... tmd the fIIIJi1I fUUlw. emried. Mr. PUt nat -..4. H 'l7Iot tlte 
rDDIMtimt, rDhie" rt/aIQ 10 tIu _. Dj Hu MqjulY' """,.. -. tM 
~ Dj Hu MqjulJI. 1unulJol4. Mag ill tIu Quta, "-Id 
lie ~ to Her Mujuly tDiI" ... tu/dr .... _big ~ 
Her Mqj'''lIlo toke wuItr fur ..... lAo .. importtlfd tnul .. til _ 

". ... lid 'd ptJrliomelll_ lie ptuwlfor """ P"'P-''' TAU _ 
~Io. 

JAIU1Aily 29. 

REGENCY RESTBICTIOl'iS. 

Mr. Pitt -..d, .. TIud 1M tlf't1tr Dj lite dol for g~ into /I 
-Utee 1/11 tIu tltIIe If tlte aatioro lie dUclutrpl. TTtU ~ btm 
~"'. ie nat...ed, .. T"'" the -. r-'- u.Jj btl. /I _ 
.at/« .. tie rtat< '" tie fIIIIiIIII, .. tie eIIIIIiIJ8 MtIfIIIttJJ." .& _ 

_ .. tieSpuier !IIul mul tAU raolutioro, . . 

Mr. SHBRIDAN rising immediately, remarked 
that he felt it impossible to remain .ilent concerning' 
the lriiDation in which the house stood. The right 
honorable gentleman bad, on the preceding Tn .... 
day, declared, that there woold not be the delay 
which an honorable friend of hit, .. well .. he, had 
expressed their apprehension. of, do ring the CODr8eI 

of the debate, bot that on that day the boule would 
have to proceed in the committee on the .tate of the 
Dation.' They DOW fonnd themselvel DO nearer to 
the object than they were on TDellday Jut. & 
wisbed therefore. before the qlleltion ~ .. put, to 
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know from the, right honorable gentleman, what 
could occasion this failure of his promise, and con­
sequently this impediment to business. 

Mr. Pill GlII/JJeI'ed, that he rflldily tIekMwlulgtd haoing u­
pr_d II hape 011 Tuuday, of the lunuu btingtzbk to proc«d ... tAat 
doy, in lhe committ .. on lhe Bfllle ~ tlu ... tio .. , tInd, at lhe lime, he 
had upeeted '''''' hi. hope would lumt been iuljilkd: but even" had 
aince token IUCh II tum, III rtruJertd it impol8ible. He could not,ito 

· II par1imnenttJrY rllllftrter. communicate what thaae ",enI. Wert: but 
· III he w., an.rioru, lit all tim .. , to gi •• the haUIe every polBibk .. 
, til/aclion, out oj ora.,. III it Will, he would omt..... 10 mention, 
that he btli ... d Ail Royal Highn." had flTJPointed the nUit dlly, at 
throe o'oIock, to reeeive the joint aadr ... oj the two lunuu; ,tInd lhat 

, the kou .. oj lorth would Bit on Saturday, to toke the nut #ep for 
proviaing G e(JmmilBion for opming tlu parliament, and theref,!"e if 
would be to no purpOlt for that ha .... to Iit,on lhe III11U day.' . " 

, '- - ., } 

Mr. Sheridan admitted, that it was unparlia-
· tnentary to take an'y notice of what the right honor­
able gentleman. had said; but,' as it had: been ex­
pected 'oil the preceding Monday, that the address 
would have been moved in the house of lords on that 
day, aud' one of His l\iajesty's ministers had pre­
vented it i-SO the same hindrance might arise 
again, in redpect to the commission to be issued for 
opening the parliament. , On Tue$day last,the right 
honorable gentleman bad declared, that there existed 
the most perfect harmony and cordiality among His 
Majesty's servants; he hoped, therefore; that the, 
right honorable gentleman would feel no difficulty 
in gh ing the house a positive assurance, that the 
business would be proceeded on in the, house of 
lords on Saturday, either \I{ pledging himself for 
the fact, or stating tbat he really had good reasoll 
to believe it would so turn out; or; if he was 
unwilling to do this, tliat he would suffer that house 
to sit on SaturAar. that they might enter upon the 
business, in caRe the' lords should disappoint them, 

.81 they had done 00 the preceding Monday. He 
. could Dot. Mr. Sheridan remarked, presume to say 

that the Prince of Wales would have heen ready to 
receive the joint addre~s, and to have given hi. 
answer upoothat day; but would the right.: honor-

VOL. II. M: 
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able gentleman undertake' to declare, tbat tJilt 
Royal Highness would not have received it that 
morni~gP . 

To tAil. "" tJt/IU1tr IDIU giwn. 

'Mr. Sberidan inoved, as an amendment to tbe 
motion, to leave out the word .. Monday," and 
insert the word II Saturday." By sitting on Sa­
turday, tbe bouse, be said, would at least bave orie 
advantage ;-if a part of. Ildwi"i.tration sbould 

· preventtbe busine!18 proceeding in tbe hoDItC or 
lords on that day, as they bad done, in the case or 
tbe address,. on tbe preceding Monday ; tbat hOUle 
could go on with it, and tbus prevent fartber delay. 

" . ,. , , .. 
..tit lnIgt" tM f'W1lUni _ prIl. tIIUl tlte 10mue tI;f1idttl, tlult tlte 

rtlIIrtU, .. MrnuluJ! nut:: #IJmd part of tIiU fUUlitmr-Ayu 70; 
..... 62. ne tntJIII guu/um ."" thm put. IIIId agrwJ ",. . 

FEBRUARY 2. 

REGENCY RESTRICTIONS. 

1M foUo",;,.g rtIOltdUni ,,-d by tlte lor.u, """;"g _ __ 
...... tded ", the 10mue of _. Mr. PUt -.tIlor thdr_ 
.,..,......, tIJtnia. n;. -eUm, 1DIiiel."" tJt 1m&tA urri<d "uMtll 
-.,y.;,;"", K- n. ",. IimK IIIUl ....... tkbtJte. 

&.bJul, .. Tfutt jt ;uzl' .fht __ "3/. tlult Idkrr ptdeId, 
.... tire r;rut- of GntJt BriIaia, .. acp ..... ul ", .. . u-c.bg 

· .the ..a1wril611/ tIN t_ "-of paru-e.t. is tire,.,.".. l1li4/­
./~.w lUre /ol/ortJul till tz«I trmueript '" 1M IDrit fUII4iJ!I 
UtIwlIliuJ.r tile' ..-l, ~ urtal!. ~", 

; t1p<IIlIIUllulUl tlte~:..~.parw.inrl tJt ifat-_. The---.. 
• ---.. & . utcd ~ ,,- lett:;;'"' --4 the Pri1uIe of 
,.WIIIa, the DIdta of York, c..- _ G~. "'KdiIIJ" 

reiUI tile «1Ier ptr-. -06 iIutrlul tiler .... 

Mr. SHERIDAN obsen-cd, that be rOBe merely in 
eDnsequence or what had rallen from an honorable 
gentleman over tbe way (Mr. Rolle). Mr. Sheri­
dan denied that his right bonorable friend (1lr. 
Fox). who was not then jlreseDt, had ever' a8sert:ed 
the l'rinee or Wales'. rigllt to 888UDle the exercUe 
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of tbe royal authority, witbout the adjudication of 
the two houses of, parliament. The question of 
rigbt was, therefore, unnecessarily agitated, because 
tbe doctrine of the two bouses having a right to 
provide for the defect in, the exercise oObe .royal 
.authority;had never been denied. With regard to 
· his rigbt honorable friend standing high in \he COD­

i fid~Dce of ~he. Prince or.Wales, the fact un~~lUbted!Y 
was, that his right honol'able friend,lItood. hlglier .~n 

• tbe ,opinion. of his Royal \ Higbness than al;ly o.ther 
person; and the reason was, that his. Royal. High­
lIess reposed tlie greatest confidence :where,he found 
the greatest ,merits. Of the. Se.cession to ,w~iFh t~e 
honorable. gentleman, had. allud/i!d, ·the, leason, ,w~ 
obvious. ,~t was extraordinary, that the ministe,:­
.~holdd.ba,ve.been with, t~e. frince~f Wales the day 
"befqre; t).le. p>lDmissipn~ad, been· prop!>sed in, ,~be 
,other house. . of. parliament, and that he ,should not 
have consulte1 his. Royu~.Highness, wbether it w!ls 

, agreeable to hIm, uno hl~ royal. ~rother, alld r!>yal 
;uncled, . to . admit ,tbe,rllspective ,iIlsertion. tJ( .thljir 
, names in a commission,. issued on. principlesrepug­
nant to those contained in a protest, which the 

,Duke of,Yqrk, had sUbscrib~d .and recognized. :As 
,to the baSil coina,ge which, \fas intended to, be ~su~d 
·in the name of r.oyalty~ .. without.its bearing oneeea­
ture of the royal counte,nance, Mr, Sheridan said, that 

· afte~the able ~rgume.nt~ whic~. had been urged •. a!1d 
• ,partlQul;uly ' the speecb of hi, rIgb~ honorable Cpe,nd 
'(Mr;'Bu~ke), to 'which it was~uough barely to al­
: lnde, he would not pay r~marks o( such expressjve 
force 10 ill a compliment, as to trouble ·'tbe coin­
mittee with an.attempt to give, tlJem, what. they did 
not want, additional.validity, .. by a continlllUlCe 1of 

· reasoning upo~.the subject. ' 
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FIIBllV"aT 7. 

REGENCY RESTRICTIONS. 

0.. 1M 3tl ttJ Femuwy Mr. Pitt And rn_d ftlr ruIN! f4 6> Ing ,,, 
.. lliU. f4 prODide for 1M core ttJ Hio Mqjul!l" rugal ptrll1N. II1UI fW 
1M tulmiailtralw. ttJ 1M f't[!Di IlUtlwril!l durily; Hil Mqjuly, ill. 
fUM. lMrH war at:cordingl!l ~i .... : Dud 1M biU _, lIroulfhlln 
IJftd rtlld ftlr 1M jirlf IUm OR 1M U!I folllJfl!ing: " Itcond 1111 •• "" 
1M 61h, and tlrtler.d 10 be t:IJfNmilted"" llu 7IA-. 

Th. regnrq fJill eonrirttd ttJ Imrl!l-tflJO dmuu.-TIIe.lmue ",Mdt 
IDa,jint .6j.ckd 10 In 1M """";tlu. fI1dI,!JIIl ",AkA etntIaintd 1M 
Dal!J I. be tokn& by IfM &~enl. T .... "..,. " llJU oalA ",..., .fI,. 
jeckd f4 lty JUr. Burke~Frnt. t!Jal b!l fIJIIU:!J M fI1dI botmd .. t, 
f4ke t:4I'. of 1M pnwnuz/III/d!l of 1M Kinlf f4 1M rd_ ttf It;, 
,.."... and DfIilil!l:" »prtnJilion .. fakir eouId onl!l be etIIUiJknl til » 
fltllCkery and iIuuIt "P"" 1M Pmee ttJ Waler. ",1Jen it""" IIIdJ ........ 
t!Jal M ..... not In 1M I1&IJllul ~ entrruUd fI1iI!J 1M care ttJ 1M 

-royDi pent»I. Seamdl!l. t!Jal piITC by ",1rU:II lit _ botmd .. f4 g". 
".,.,.. at:cortlintr f4 llu ttipul4tiJnu and rt'ew/otiJnu ermlIlinnIln tM 
till.' It """ tUIud ftlr ",fIal1""'P'* I/&;, idM II{» u. """" _ 
rabotlied;' and "'A!I 1M _do did not "'" In K"""1Il _. til .. 
1M t:tIr01Itlliora, H --tlintr f4 1M W, 0' 1M Itiiul f' ttJ flJllkA u..t 
bill ... 1Jen it ptUltd, IIH1IIid ttJ _ .. ..Ire II piITC. Ia...- f4 bollt 
"'-objtdioru, it """ ItIid, Iflal 1M oalll __ tokn& fr- tIuJt ;... 
Itrl,d .. tilt re"rnuy net ttJ 1M ".-. ~: ad II1itIJ rrgard to 
1M jint o/dtdiora, it """ raid, 1!JIIl 1M &!finI. pc ri;; "" 1M 
,DfI.luzu.tiw po!«f'. IIH1IIid be po d ttJ _ p«:rdiIIr f4 II;.. 
rtlj II{ ~ for 1M ~, iIbruo; .reA IU 1JI'fIkdinI: _ 
~aiart "...."., rtditioru, and rio!r, .. u« ttJ cirtil_. tIr~oJ ill­
....w... TIle ItIH!8tfI eI4rue, 1"" W'g -trllilut 1M ""..,..u/eaa ttJ 
1M PriAee, ad ~ ,.. '» Papirt. ~ rtnd, Mr. 
RDIJe .... _ -tr- ~":"Z':t aldtd ttJ IM.- tMie4 . 
4IId fur.n-Ig preWtiJed " i1te PriMe', ~ _ He uadtuhd 
riA~. Iflal 1M _th .. tIr "'M io",.1IiDul4 be ....wI .. 
D. or .. fnet II> » Papirt." rIunWI be ndtIul. nil"." ,ud ..... 
nllertniVla, .. tMieA 1M __ frttIId rtJitj f(rttd tllJlWillI> l6 
Lllf'd NM1h, Mr. Gr.,. MI-. c--teany • ... Mr. SMridna. 

Mr. Sberidan obserYed. tbat be .hould DOW tr_ 
pass much Jess than he at fint designed upon the 
attention oC the bouse, because the Doble lord 
(Nortb) in tbe blue riband, bad so completely 
answered his pnrpose oC rising at all There Wat 
undoubtedly a disposition on the side oC the hoo.se 
on which he sat, to treat the matter without much 
discussion; but he could not help thinking the right 



1789.] 165 

honorable' gentleman had ~ndeal"ored to' raise"a 
warm discussion, by. impQ.ting intentiori~ which 
could not exist. The noble lord in the blue riband 
fiad treated the. subject with that levity, which 
better became it, than the pompous .. solemnity it 
had been dressed up with by those honorable gen­
tlemen, who had said they had their doubts, but 
that they wished them to be hushed up. If any gen­
tleman seriously thought that.the matter, so darkly: 
hinted nt, had taken place, it was his duty to state 
the ground why he thought it necessary to propos~ 
an inquiry, and to probe that inquiry to the bottom,' 
With regard to the honorable gentleman's motives; 
continued Mr. Sheridan,'" I plainly say,' I doubt 
the honorable gentleman's motives; and I say so; 
beclluse I can judge only from his actions; of the 
purity of his motive~. I can't pronounce them bad, 
because I can't pOSSIbly know what they are; but, 
let us compare them with his conduct. The honor~ 
able gentleman says, be has his doubts--he does 
not state why; he has bad acts of parliament con-' 
suIted, tending darkly to sustain those doubts. What' 
motive 'can he have but to give suspicion win~. and' 
disseminate alarm i' . Who has. said any thlDg in 
favor of those doubts P It i~ true, a pamphlet haS' . 
been written by an inO'emou8 gentleman, the mad-' 
ness and folly of ",hid; are appal'ent in every page, 
and the whole drift of which .betrays the author to 
be a bad citizen; because, when be roundly assertS' 
that he seriously believes tbe fact he refers to,to 
have taken J,>lace, and then re80rt:i to no means o~ 
eillcidating It; he insinuates what he ought not to 
have insinuated, withollt proceeding to establish it 
by something, alJeast, that bore the resemblance 
to trllth."The honorable gentleman opposite 
had acted exactly in the same manner; and there­
fore the committee were entitled to dOllbt his mo-

. lives. The right honorable gentleman, it was plain, 
did not believe the fact in question, or he would 
baYB bllen ready enoo&,i.l to adopt die amendment. 
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offered 111 the honorable gentleman. The right 
honotable gentleman had surely dealt enough id 
restrictions, providing against unnecesNary apprehen.. 
slons, not to be suspected of being ready to proJlOll8 
farther restrictions, if be could urge 8 colorable 
pretence for so doing. If the right honorable f:.: 
tleman really ditl entertain a: suspicion -8 dou 
er a scruple upon the fact; it ought not to blf 
huddled up, and left unexplained; 

Mr. Wtlhorr Ell" daired tlu royal act to 6e rtlld, to "'''it'' it ;, 
..we/ed, flud tlu marringe of Ofty of tlu ducnu/mJ,. of tJu GttJrge 
II. Judi rwt 6e ""'id willund flu royal awrtI. Tllu,lu olilel'fJtd, rid 
#I jvIIll1U7IJtf' to all t:Il.ih: a, tlud eorzld rwt lit ~alid, in fad. "'''it'' 
IIJ(JI ""t good in Imn. The alllt1ldment "'111 rugatiotd toiJlund #I 
diM.... Tlu nen eItnue in flu bill _. that ",!WI, ruiraintd tlu 
Regent from t:rtating pterr. Mr. Jolliffe "....d tm amendment fill' 
limiting fIle dllTation of filii reoIritfion to tlu lot of Ftliruru. 1700. 
TIU.I tUMllllntmt _ aiMI negatiottl toiJIrord #I Ji.uioa. TIae-e 
elmur ... "'''"''' Ofty tkbat. took pillet, IIJ(JI tIud rap.eling tile 
p-antint: 0/ plaet, or ptmioru in reoermm. ud 1I'0Tt" 06,,",d, 
tlud it trill .... of tlu pro/tiled principia 0/ tlu rnolalion tIud tke 
prine< """'td IIeoe flu ptruJtr 0/ iIJ1P"intint: IIiI /III1II1WWJfIt,. H_ 
IIJm. lu tuktd, if tlu print< Toad IUJt flu porctr oj ~~ ,.-;­
Dr rerJtrlionl. "' .. it pouibl. fur !aim to fill flu IUglleot IitlUd;'" in 
llu ImD thparlmDIt if /I HCaney IIumId happen I,,"ti .. , "01 #I 

puime jtulge, .",. Rtft II barrilter oj fDhrabh btuin_1lfVIIld flCupt 
of tIu 'Iffiu o/.Iurd Ing" doa_llw. tift offiee en .... l, prrtllriou 
in ill tmure. if flu Prirr« "tid not a pottJeJ' to rntHlf"t/ !ibn for IIU 
oeroit .. in (ue rif dimriad. He t""efure prt>pO«d tlud Oft uuptw. 
lllundd lit iJuerttd to ",.".,uu fur _" a t:Il... Mr. Pilt ;,. _ 
-d, it __ m"JI fit tile R.t:ent IIumld Iaa .. flu tluJke oj " 1w4 
elumerllur,l.· flu _try IIwuhI lit III rnrjOTtflff"'e .. to he flu 
leomtd lor .. flo _ fiJlrd t/wl offia: 6td.till. _ oj ""... 
tIud it ftVJI fUJI ;. tJu 7"_ bill tlud tJu porctr oj prol1illinK for 

. lIim IIumld lit p.m. WIJm t. DeealiOfl IIunJd _. tIlL IUgnd 
"';g'" ttpplg to parlitmlmt. ond IlL '"_If. for -. fDt1fI/d ..,., 
r""'Uy Dgr« to tIu ,..,,1imI.. Bill • Reg .. t .IuntId .01 lit JIIII ... 
6dter footillg tIunI I. lliJIg IaweIf; _ I. ~ -'Ii filii V"" 
-" • ~ rrit"-t t • ....- <if par~: it _/"..,. 
....- ""'8 tIIot • UJ1POI<d I. """Ie furd', --

llr. Sheridan, wit h great wit and acutt'nef18 ar­
gued, that what had fallen from the right honorable 
gentleman, amounted to a d"c1aratioo. that he c0n­

sidered the present Lord Chancellor as thinking .. 
highl, of the BIlt:ee8llOl'I·of Jhe existing ~ 



167 
. di' 

that he was . willing to remain in office, notwith­
stluiding his' present co-part~ers were' dislnissed. 
He considered the right honorable 'gentleman'. 
conduct, as a design to 'smooth 'the way'to the 
Lord, Chancellor's retreat;' when 'Jiecessary;' and as' 
providing for ad~ing tjIat noble lord's strength; as 
long as he did remain in office, to that fortress, 
which, . Mr. Sheridan said, 'he had Before described. 
as. the place of strength' which 'the right honorable' 
gentleman had secured for his' own' retreat. A: 
variety of possible cases might occur, supposing 
the present Lord Chancellor was to' continue 'in 
office; and yet an occasion migbt offer, to induce 
hini to quit his situation. 'Supposing there should 
he'll. vacancy in any distinguished ol:lice of the la~' 
-the office of the master of the tolls for instance j' 
and thongha learned, respectable, and every way 
It qualified gentleman, should be proposed by the 
minister, the Lotd Chancellor should resist the no" 
mination, and should declare, that he would not 
ratify it, by putting tbe great seal. to the ('ommis­
sion. After a deal of resist.ance, and a full t'xem­
plification of the natural ferocity and sturdiness of 
his temper, and the possibility'of its being signified, 
thatlle 'must either give way,' 01" quit his station, 
he might, in spite of his brutal bluffness, assent 
to tbe appointment. But, suppose' he should not, oJ' 
imagine, that by illnes's, 3ii at present, the Lord 
Chancellor was prevented attending his duty in the 
bouse oC lords, a 'Vacancy might possibly be occa­
sioned; and wbo could the Regent's administration 
procure for a successor, under the disability of the 
~i1t ~efore the committee? As to tbe right honor­
able gentleman, he had so often signified his de­
parture . from' office, and 'taken' leave of tbe house 
again and' again, 'that it was wonderful he had not 
beforesignilied the'preference which tbe present 
J;ord Chancellor gave his probable successors,' iii 
Comparison: with the present ministers.' 

, ". \ I '.' .•• ' . .) ". ; ,-
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Mr. Pitt IIlid, tAe 1unuJrQb(. tt ... tltmmJ ""d intlrJKed Ai_If hi 
imputi"~ tIJQI'M to Aim wAicA lie Iuul ...".,. 'P.k.... a"d II'f'Pllji"g 
Df'gummt. wAiclt lie A.d " ...... "'f ... ed. Tile 1unuJrGbk g ... tI _ 
_ ,,,,ded t/wl lie /tad ~ifod Ail drparlur. from oJIin. Sur.ly, 
tile hanorablr gmlltmmJ /tad a 1'"_ flUmtn'y. Hil 111« __ /tad 
6mo nllflltd f. Aim. but lie /tad...".,. yrt lteartl of tile 1_ rir ........ 
,ttmU ",Ai,A authoriud him to declare t/tal lie I/IIJI abotll to tpdt AU 
pilln. When Ite did IIear any tllintr lila it. he ITI6rJd harte .....,. . 
t. "'I to that 1u1tue, to ezpruI AU 1le7<ruJu,I.dgntm" for flte IVPP",", 
lie /tad rreei",d to ..... f- Ail .bli~ati"'" I. them. and to declar. AU 
lwpu. that lie IlwuIJ ".1 fwl It" .'ufilm. ~ priMpltlltll 
fIKII1Iay thrir regard and .. tum, than he brflflght rJ1itA Aim jato '!Ifiu. 

JUr .. Sheridan observed, that the right honorable. 
gentleman, he did not doubt, would make a fine 
speecb at bis exit from office; or, according to tbe 
vulgar expression, an excellent delivery of hi. last 
dying words and confes~ion. 

Tile ummillu yroe«d,d tlmJug" file fIUf elmut, ruperlm! tile 
DueAy of Lan'all.... TIte chairma" rJ1QI Ikm. an file mal .... oJ 
Jllr.PiJI, direcftd to rrport pr.gr .. , /IIId ""' ... to lit ,,&1IiR. 

FEBBI1ABV 9. 

REGENCY RESTRICTIONS. 

TIae 1"" mul' 131" eltllU., ..... r.ad mul p""'/' 0" tlte 
)4/4, prMJUlillg Jor the ptJpunt .J Hil MajollV' ",,",ellald, 
fInder tAe dlrectiota I1J Her ,tJajo"!I, being retJd, 

Mr. SHERIDA.N rose and ohjected to tbe clau.e. 
lUI wbolly unnecessary; and as tendin~ \0 create a 
double government of the boosebold, ID the Queen, 
and iu tbe Treasury. 

Mr. p""'Y' -4, "TItat lite elmue lie polfptmetl." TIae 
r-titnl being perlilt.d ;", lhe _",ittee diWded; tn, .. 87; _ 
13!: ."jarit!l 45 agaitut itl being po.tp0ne4. TIte elcue _ 
t1terJ ptIl ... d .. ried rJ1itltallt " ,m,;,;tn<. TIae 15/4 s .. put tm4 
ccrried; lite 161h, r.lolirJe to tAe prirtJ pur .. oj HilMaje"!I • 
.",. ... rt brDflght /"",,ard, ""d t1ppO"d by Mr. D."",II" Sir 
W. C"~nK""-' M,.. Bu,.lre. Sir W. ltJolel11lDrth, _d Mr. 
S~; tl1Id IVf'I"'rled b!J II': Pill, Mr. Du.dtu, Sir J_ 
JoIJlIIIoJte, tl1Id .'iir lI. H._nell. 11i1 elmue _jit&alI, earrietl. 
TM 1714 "' .. flert read, 'De";"K ;11 Her Map!I tAe UTe '" tlte 
~, per""', tl1Id the KOI1eNI.nI '" tM ~ld. Mr. 



1789.] ]89 

Powy. objtt:ted to that part of the cl_ ",hich g".e Her Mil. 
Je,ty pOUler oner the hOUl.hold; and he co"dem".d it a. a dini' 
.io" of p • ...". mith the .zecutin. authority 111Mch.",a, .mjurtijiable 
And inGdmirsibl.. H •. co".luded by moving an am.ndment to., 
the preamble oJ the claUBe, leamng it op.n for future revirion. 
Thir .. tu agreed to. Sir Pet.r Burrell co"demn.d the latter 
part of the .Iau •• ; the pttlr.naco giv." by flJhich, he ,aid, .. a. . 
'0 10Dlely ezpr •• sed, that it .. tu impo,ribl. to a. •• rlat" the 
amount of ii, and of ",hi.h h. co"ceiv.d the ho .... ought to b •. ~ . 
gumnt.d previoUlly to th.ir Adopting the clau .. . 

Mr. Pilt ark,d, w"'lher it Wtl8 po&sible for gmtlemm .trioruly to 
mppore that tluty could not in.tOtthe Regenl with rtl!Jal digni/.'I, 
but hI! depriving the King of emy BOrlof dignity what .. ..,. 1 The 
trf'OUIlIhof old«tw.. to lheclaue. were now stat.d to h.,hatofptJro 
Timnmtnry injllJl!flce: II ervnmd which we would IItnIure to Illy if 
WIU whol/yunUBllal t. tata broadly and openly in that haUBe: b .. · 
.lJfl8e, whatner might have bem gentlemm" pri.ate opinionB resp«t­
jug that particular kind of injluence. it ....... had been aoowed t. he 
... eeuory t. gooerfJment, till the Iorth had thought proper t. aoow if 
that da.II' WlI .... it WtJI said. thaI it WIU nu:<MIlfY t. ktep up the Blat. 
tJfId I]Jlmdor of th. R.gmt. by decorating him witll thare ",ternal 
fllllf'kB ~f I'" r~lIal dignity •• ught ... , lhe King'. dignity I. he k"l't 
byllUrll rnorks 1 OuFht tluty. in the earliut momm/. of Hio Mqj .... 
tv', ill ...... 10 b. '"ger t. Btrip him of every mark.f dignity. in ordtt' 
I. deck oul the Regent with unnu:eBStZtY pt>WeT' 1 Mr. Pitt c .... 
tmded. that lhey .ugllt nat: but it w,., th.eir duty to _ .. !fell that 
they had not/orgotlm the r..".ct and ............ to II 1OIN!J'tign. wha 
fIod. throughaut hil rdgn, prooed himreif the father of fail ptopk. 
Genlltmen were QIDtIrt Iitol it WIJI intended. at a fit opportunity, til 
prooide for the R'gent mcll QfI <llablilk ...... " 0' should b' adequate 
t. dillinguilk him willi a degree ~ I/at. and digni('I. which 'III 
",.lttd rituation he WIU til Jill rendered nectBIarg f",. lhe honor of 
thenati.... . 

'~Ir. Sheridan having remarked, that if the ri.,.ht 
honorable gentleman was in earnest in his prop~si-· 
tion, they might efi"et't a division in the household .. 
DS proposed by the noble' lord near him; added, that· 
whilst the right honorable gentleman was throwing 
out jealousies and insults against another person, he 
was assuming tne highest degree of confidence to 
himself, by expecting that it was to be believed ex­
plicitly. that he would make no nse ofthe padiamen­
tary influence he was providiug to support him Ollt 
of office. The right honorable gentleman had 
termed the· Lord Steward. the Master of the Horse. 
and the Lord Chamberlain. on a former occasion, 
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the menial servants of the King, like those to be 
found in the families of most noblemen. Was there 
any truth in thi. comparison i'. Had the menial ser­
vants of noblemen any public duties? and would it 
be contepded, that the great officers of the hou&e- . 
hold had not very high and importa~t public dutie.? 
These were, and had ever been, considered as the 
great officers of the crown; and that they had beeD 
so deemed, was evident from an act passed in the 
reign of Henry VlIL to which he referred. Having 
read the extract, Mr. Sheridan took notice of Mr. 
Grosvenor's declaration, that the house had not, 
thauk Heaven, a King to make! He said, were be 
not aware that the honorable gentleman was B friend 
to the monarchy, he Khould have thought that the 
language of B republican, who wished to shake the 
monarchy, and introduce another form of govern­
ment. Under the, idea of affection to the King, 
they were endeavouring to snbvert the royal prero.­
~tive. Let those gentlemen separate the per~nal 
JlJea af a Iting from a monarchy, and they would see 
what a blow had been aimed at the monarchy. Was 
it nothing to have been without the representative of 
a king for almost four Dlonths, during which time 
the arm of government had remained inanilliate. 
The right honorable gentleman having represented 
His l\Iajesty as destitute of dignity, unlelll he had 
tbe white staves "ith him, was libelling His Ma­
jesty's feelings as a father aud a king, and argued 
that he was destitute of the dignified sentiment. 
which onght to iD8pire the one character, and the 
tender affection whIch lihould fill the breast of the 
other. If His l\~ajesty reigned in the Dean., of hi. 
people-and it was ~ery tme that be did-it was the 
less necessary that his calamity should be c:ontrasted 
with th,e appearance of grandenr, an (lldentatiou. 
parade be made of disease, and the melancholy 
situation of His llajesty rendered indeed more pub­
lic and more distressing. Mr. Sheridan reprobated 
the idea 0( go.rgeolJ!jly decorating the bed of sic~. , . 
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ness, ancJ loading it with regal trappings, tbe.mClre! 
mortifyingly to expose tbewretched state of a, sick 
king, He condemned the idea, of the Queell's hav .... 
ing the power to change the offioers of the household,. 
ill bel' own name ; observing, that they had all heen· 
appointed in His Majesty's name. If it was so ne~. 
cessary to keep the household remaining" the place~ 
ought to be put in ,a state of suspension and abeyanc8j 
during the continuance of His Majesty's unhappy. 
malady, and the words "salary, profits, and emolu~ 
ments;' left out of the clause. He· spoke of the 
indecency of the officers of the 'household. coming" 
down to the house, and' voting their own salarie~. 
when they were conscious it was not likely for thel'll! 
to be called upon to do any duty. He noticed the 
declaration of Mr. Pitt to make ·new establishmenbl 
for tbe Regent. He asked how the right honorable. 
gentleman could dare to suggest such an idea, afteJt.· 
having heard tbe declaration from authority, thall 
the Prince of Wales desired to have no such estab .. 
lisbmeut created as. should cause fresh burdena ~o. 
be laid on the people? Did the right honorable 
gentlemall' mean not to leave the Prince the free 
will to refuse the establishment, if offered? Hadi 
he forgotten what be had heard npon the subject 
from his right honorable friend!l The right honor­
able gentleman must, be said, have a prett~ consio. 
derable share of presnmption in taking it for gfanted, 
.that the King, on bis recovery. would be pleased ~ 
bear that a new tall had been imposed on his p_ 
pie., He believed His Majesty would eonsider it sa 
the most fatal consequence of his illnesll, if it hacl 
caused his subjects to sustain an addition to the bUr" 
dens under which they already laboured. 

Mr. Pill difmtktllaim«l( jrrmJ Aa,,;ng, in Ail ~,Mlletl 
tlat lArd Cfumtberlaira, llat utl I!o~_tl, arul flat MfJ8fer 'If tlui 
H",.., ......wI........,. 'If 1100 ......... tmd aaitl, it IIlIlI the wry tmJo 
bulo.-l ... tIuM ojfic .... /Iy ,100 rigf&t Aonorabk pgkrnsrJ in 11M 
DWII bill, for tA. ref_ 'If 1100 cioil /Ut. [77IiI llPMaring '0 ,. 
dlfUbled b!l Mr. Slatridlm ""tl ...... of tloo gentlniiia OIl the oIlier 
aide 'If tM r.-.. Mr. PUt 6eg~ ie4ee to Nftr thcoo to ,100 bill ill 
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fllUlioII.] H. tluire4 MI'. Skerid4a to gi ... him Ail IIlunlion. 
whil. he tmIIIJeI'td one fIIlrl of Ail 'Pu.h. II. 111m look notire of 
Mr. Sheritlm&', .....,.tion. thllt the but way tD IUJI1IDrt rOYII/t!!. wu 
t.1q1IlTflU the "..._ of the King fr"'" ert:r'!J royal dip1il!!. He 
.deni.d that 1Ii6 Mqjut!! tJJU lit prumt in "" h_ilitJting c""dition: 
inItmd ~ Ilia ,,1Ite being low. aldut. IlIId tbgrllding. III the right 
IIDrwrabfe gentleman had ducrib.d it, it WIll oerymuch the t:tmtrory. 
Hia prumt riritation of,;,,1mua had .zcit.d ill hia IUfriall """.llUng 
more t""" the ~DJlalt!! they tdwOYI pIlid hi",; il had I't1IUI:d ira the 
r.-u of Hi6 MJdutg'. people II great ftroor of tJjfation, whUh ...,. 
61nul.d with II tbg .... of grief aiul compUliolJ, thllt pDrtook of rene­
ration IlIId ruput. 

Mr. Sheridan complained that the right honor­
-able gentleman had, in a very extraordinary manner 
perverted his argument. The right honorable gen­
tleman had, he observed, said formerly that he would 
at a future time answer the argumentll of gentle­
men, and that. they should have abundant opportu­
nities of discussing and debating every part of the 
subject; but since the bill had come on, the right 
honorable gentleman not only never mentioned any 
ofthose arguments which he had formerly re~rved, 
as it were, to answer at a future time; but when 
new matter was advanced in debate, had dryly de­
clared, that nothing bad been said hut what. they. 
had before heard,. and therefore be would not take 
up the time of the hoose with a reply. Thi. was l1li 

pleasant a way of avoiding to combat argument, 
which could not be answered, as ever happened. 
The right bonorable gentleman bad perverted hi. 
argument strangely, by saying that he bad stated, 
that separating all the royal dignities from the per­
son of the King, was the best way of 8Ilpporting the 
dignity of the crOWD. Mr. Sheridan deDied tluit he. 
bad argued in that OlanDer. Hi. argnmmt was, 
that all which had beeD given in support of the 
state and dignity of the crown, ought to be anDexed 
to the persoD exercising the royal authority, and Dot 
to the King, t:oWined to a bed of sicbe-, and inca. 
pable of exercising the fonctioDS of the kingly office: 
__ to annex that part of the household. from which 
Ria M ai .... tv ec,ulJ in hia Dresent condition. derive' 
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neither use, neir honour, . nor dignity, was agreatet 
~ockery than it was a compliment, .Mr. Sneridaa 
took' notice of the allusion to the speech of his right 
honorable friend made by the Chancellor of the Ex­
chequer, and said, that allusion had been. incorrectly 
stated, as allusions to spee.ches delivered at a ce~tain 
preceding period, and in the absence of those 'who 
delivered them, generally were. He took notice of 
Mr. Dundas's declaration of Saturday, that he,la­
mented his right honorable friend's absence, and 
informed the committee, that his right honorable 
friend's health was greatly better; and that he had 
made an effort to be present at that debate, having 
been struck with astonishment at' that most extraor­
dinary clause of the bill, which provides for, His 
Majesty's resuming his royal aut,horitr. Wit~ re­
gard to the sum of. 300,0001. 'which hiS other nght 

. honorable friend' had "Isaid was' the amount of' the 
patronage of the household, the right honorable 
gentleman over the way had denied, that it amounted 
to so much; but the committee would recolleot, 
that the right honorable gentleman had told them 
fil'St, that it amounted only to 100,0001. a year, and 
in his last speech he had acknowledged, that it 
amounted to more than ~OO,OOOI. a year. The 
right honorable gentleman had averred, that more 

, than one half of that sum consisted of the approved 
bills of tradesmen, which had nothing to do with 
parliamentary iufluence. He denied the fact to be 
80; he could easily see how great a degree of par­
liamentary influence arose out of tliose hills. Was 

" there never such a tliing as a Westminster election 1,) 
Would the right honorable gentleman, with, that 
orange cape to his coat, take upon him to declare, 
that no parliamentary influence could be exercised 
through the medium of the tradesmen of the house­
hold, at such an election? . Mr. Sheridan con­
tended; that both at an election, and in various ways, 
influence would result from' the tradesmen's bills, 
"as well as from the officers of adliIittedimportaDce 

. _ .• ." I 
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in the 'household. -With regard t& the latter, the 
Cease was clear j for, to wbom were those persons to 
look for tbe maintenance of their situations, but to 
tbose wbo conferred tbose situation. on them? Mr. 
'Sheridan added, that be should move an amendment, 
'to fulfil tbe idea of the noble lord near him, of llepa­
rating tbose officers of the bouse bold, who were 
merely officers of state. Mr.'Sberidan, with this 
view, moved to annex 80me words to the clauRe, 

'purporting to empower Her 'Majesty to bave the 
direction and control oYer lIucb officers of the house 

I bold as 8hould be deemed nece8sary to attend about 
: Her MI~esty's royal persou. 

'TMlII1Itftdmmt fDlU ltD """' ... read by the c1uzirmtm;tlum Mr. 
Pitt o/d..,.tl to it. beemue it __ incOfUiltmt fIJiI" the prlndpk, 
'tJfIrMic/& 1heylll'pd. IIIUl fIJiI!J the-.ode oj pr_tlinK' It _. he 

-Winttl, the f"'" time, that 1M --u...a. CI1fI£Iutl in fUC6 K-Dl 
tmIu. fl'lU """'" in G COBmJiltet Oft "bia. If the ......uImmt _ 
"grad "'. it fDIIIIld be 7UU#IlrJI to moo< "" "dditUnud clilrut. '" _ 

'plaia '" fDIud the'puroJ tDOrth uj the IlIIUIUImmt rtf-ell. 
, Mr:Sheridau auswered, tbat another clause would 

- be indispensably neceR8ary, wbicb be meant to move 
at the proper time r aud not~i~g ',would prove more 
'easy, 'tban to refer to tbeClvl1 hst, and from that 

"specify such 'officers' of tbe bOlJllehold, as would be 
}>roper to be put under the control 'of the -Queen, 

'because'they would be ne{'e!lSary attendants on the 
~'King'8 person. . Mr." Sheridan observed, that, tbe 
, preamble of tbe clanlle naturally Jed to luch an 
· amendment' as be'had proposed j 'Bud, as au argu-
ment iii proof of its propriety, remarked, that by the 

, 'bilI, the Queen baving the power of appointing and 
, discbargDlg' tbe officers of tbe bousehold, they would 
· be her officers and' not tbe King's j and as she 11'81 

· not obliged to fill up' vacancielJ, though, .he had the 
power of doing 80, great inconveniences might arise, 

, in case 'of her not filliug up vacancies. Suppose, 
'for instance; tbeoffice' of Lord High Steward ,houId 

, be vacant, and the Queen wunot to fiJI it up, who 
would there be to Iwear in a neW' parliament, grant-

· ing such an event to take pIace ? ' 
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FEBRU,,-BY '10. 

REGENCY RESTRICTIONS. 

,'Thi .1_ ... Iative to 'tAt 'Qutm', cwnci16ting reM, Mr."Pitt 
-proposed, that it.ld comut' of ,the four principal offittr,ofthe 
. /unuthold,: tM Lord Chamberlain. 'thll.ord Steward.lhe' Masur 'of 

the HOrIt. and IheGroom of the Stole, for the time bring,' andm 
:''addition to these offour ot""'f!tr80ft8; iueltctingof wlwmhe was 

ftIlturally kd to ma~ cMice t1} t"- whom Hil Mqj.rtyhimstlf lIbd 
placed at the head of the chrircla tmd the law. And, then/or<,' 'he 
should propose the """"'" of John.Ltn:d Archbi8lwp qf Canttrbury : 
Edwaril Lord TlwrlOll1: WiUism Lord Archbi8lwp of York: and 
Lwyd Lord Kenyon. TAU IJOtIstilution of the council was objecttd 
to on these grounth:-Frrst, On """OURt of theomislillR of the priJIu. 
of the royal bhlod: 1UOndly, On acClJWlt of the nomination bring ill 

" ,.ome imtancu perllJRai. and m ot""', ~cial; tmd butly. Becawtl 
, of the omission of ot"'" eminent ptrsonag .. , who .. rituatiOllB made 
~fit 0vect./or IIlCA a c1wice. ' 

Mr. SHEil.I1)A,N considered the proposition of the 
right honorable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) as uniiatul'Bi 
and unprecedented. It bad been urged by'thll'Doble 

, MarqtllS (Graham) that the. Princes of the Blood 
could give'their advice to Her Majesty withQut 
being appointed of the council; but their advice, 
however good, . might be useless, because 'they w~re 

,not pf the council, without the, majority of'whjch 
Her Majesty could not Ii.ct'llpon the most important 
occasion ;-the restoratiou of His Majesty to hill go­

"vemment. ,It, could be no degradation to the 
,Princes of the )Uood to .be puti 'into I/o responsible 
"situation; when the' first, Princl! of the Blood, tpe 
Prince.ofWaIes;· was appointed to a place ot'great 
trust and responsibility. 'HeconsideJ,'e¢ 'Her Ma­

, jesty'S 80ns and the King's brothers to be her; most 
, proper and natural advisers; and he deprec:ate~ the 

measores proposed by the right honorl/ohle gentl!iman, 
as lending" 'ta 'Causeparliamen.t ,to infuse into Her 
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Majesty the suspicion, that her IOnlJ were not the 
proper penons to couusel her, which wa. an outrage 

. on tbe feelings of nature. He concluded by hoping 
that the noble lord's proposition would be agreed to, 
and that the houle would not go along witb the 
rigbt honorable gentleman in objecting to the in. 
lertion of the namel of the Pripces of tbe Blood. 

A ditlUioft took pTou .. /J ",.liIm moth b!l lArd NIIrlh, tlud llu 
Duke of Yurk IlwuJd fie IJf/e of tlu MrnU:iJ, ",,,,,," tire ~'""" _ 
wgatie<d; tJytI130; _177. TMfIIlmUt tMr al HiK/I. 
__ Prina WillitJm HtfIrJI, Prina Edwar ,Duke of '/aruJuttr, 
tmd Duke of Cumberlmul, were thna _"'I!I pr.p...d and lUg'" 
ti",d, Mr, DemJ>lltr proptntd tM Speaker 0( tM Iwrue of CMIf1IIII1U, 

attd flu lArd Mayl1l' 0/ LnuItm, bot. wAitl ptllilwu were "'Ii" 
tiwtl. 

FaBBVA-BY 11. . 

REGENCY RESTRICTJONS. 

TIu !Ilth ehnue, prDf'iding for llu ruumptUm 0( tlu g~ 
by Hu Mqjn'!I, btiRg _II. Mr. Sluridmo wged flu rueeaiJ!I of 
IIsWtg file King'. etzpacit!l to ....- flu (t1Otr'rUIInIt _OitUtI by 
flu ttOO ~ of ptJI'~, ratlrer tfum ." flu QIt«II or flu prirg 
CDIIIU:iL 

Mr. SHERmAN remarked, that in answer to the 
observations of the honorable gentleman (Colonel 
Phipps) who spoke last, it was sufficient to ny, 
that no person disputed the indubitable right of the 
King to resume hi. government, wben recovered. 
The real question was. tbe fact of BiB ~Iajesty'. 
being restored, and capable of resuming the govern· 
ment, and the manner in which that should be 
ascertained, and the resumption ofhiB powen made • 
.Afterpassing that bill, the main question wooldstand, 
that His ltlajesty had DO right, though His ltIajesty 
would have an unquestionable ri~ht, on hiB reeo­
.,ery. Bnt, what were the proper mean. to ascer­
tain that recovery i' By the mode proposed for BiB 
Majesty's resumption of hi, government, it wu to 
be under certain terms and cooditions. Who then 
were to be the jndp of tho. conditions; who .. 
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proper as the two houses of parliament? " No p!!l'­
son doubted the propriety of "their going into an ex­
amination, to prove the, incapacity;' it ~walt' their 
duty to do so, and it was equally their duty to take 
care to provide against any act of His' Majesty, 
'until his capability was known. By the present 
clause, they were about to 'delegate the"trust which 
belonged to themselves, and to others, and thereby 
depart from the duty which they owed their country, 
and degrade themselves by acknowledging,- that 
those eight counsellors of Her Majesty were. more 
b,'us~worthy than parliament. After reprobating 
the powers of the clause given for: the resumption 
of the government as dangerous, . Mr. Sheridan 
summed up his arguments, by declaring· that· the 
house was upon the verge of delegating their autho­
rity into the most suspicious hands ;:-intO hands, by 
no means proved to be' fitter for the trust, than the 
parliament. They were about to fall into the error, 
which the principle of the bill was to guard agaiast; 
and to suffer the Regent to have,the power over the 
person ot'the King" in many cases, but, in particu­
lar, on the death of, the Queen; they were putting 
themselves into such a situation, thnt, the first notice 
they might have of His Majesty's recovery, might 
be by a dissolution of the parliament; ··the second 
step His Majesty might take, might be,' under his 
sign manual,' to appoint 'a new regency, by lord!! 
ju~tices,or . otherwise; and thus, when parliament 
should again assemble, they mi&,ht meet,' not His 
Majesty, who might be relapsed, but his commis­
sion, withont ever having any' proof laid before 
them, of the r.;-establishment of his health. 

Mr. Dunda.,mul DIM' f1I<rIIbtl'8luwing spoken, 

Mr. Sheridan rose again., _ He complimented 
. Mr. Dunda~, declaring, that with regard to the be­

ginJling of his speech, he never had heard any tbing 
~ore able, more e3rne5t,or mor.e eloquent; but 
tbat, towards the end of it, the right bonorable and 

VOL. 11, l!f 
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.. Iearned ~entleman rot himself entangled in an argo-
· ment which destroyed the principle 'If, aU his former 
· ,rtJ880ning. ,Tbe righ,t hpnorable and learned~en­
. tleman ha4 first donbted ,whether he hlld any nght 

· 'to impose restrictions on His )lajesty', re-assump­
tion of his royal authority; and, he had afterwar{l. 
laid, that the bill. bad provided all the necetsary 
checks and restrir-tion.; thus contradicting the nght 
honorable gentleman's assertions. The right ~onor­
.able and learned gentleman had asked whe.ther Uis 

. ,Majesty onghtto be a supplicant to J>arliament,' for 
", the exercise of those prerogatives whICh of right be­
,. longed to him? He wonld answer, that it would be 
" better for His Majesty. to supplicate tbat honse (or 
. his Cl'own, than either his council of eigbt, or hi, 
,.nin~ privy council eMr. Sheridan charged'Mr. 

Dundas with Bying to ,the common-place topiCS' of 
pitying the King, and lIl!-ying all he felt for him and 
his situation., They aU.' no doubt, feIt as tliey 
ought to do for His Majesty; but they ought like­
wise to feel (or. their eoontry, .which was of equal 
eOl18ideratioD. The right honorable and' learned 
gentleman, disdaining to read the bill upon which 
he had beeD speaking, bad made several gross bluD-. 
dera; and plaini!~:ved that be was not master 
of the varions which, the bill contained; 
perhaps be had not read them. He had talked or 
what migbt happen in case oC the Queen', death, 
whereas the bill cODtained aD expr_ provision for 
that circumstance. He had all along nnderstood, 
Mr. Sheridan. said, that they were not to. argue 
on ground. of personal eonfidence; and the 'right 
honorable and learned gentleman in particular had, 
a few days since, declared that argoments of thi, 
kind were unmanly and improper; and t~ in his 
speecb of that day, he had retOrted to t sort of 
argument; ,he had eaIIed upon the boose to know 
'Whether Lord Thurlow, Lord Kenyon. ,and the relt 
of Her Majesty'. ClCIIJDcil .. ,were not the fit persons 
to advise Her Majesty? Will YOIl not, ~id he. 
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believe that the Archbishop of Canterbury is a per­
'son fit to be t'rusle~ -and that lie>'Wil1«1{II~01v&lat'.no 
fraud which leads, to the'Circumstanoel ofl btiogi.g 
forward Hisl\'Iajellty:,fol'l the -re-:alisumpJjQJl.:~,,~is 
royal autnority,j} 'Undoubt.edly.,MT.,$heridu ,~'b­
:.lerved,,it was not likely, ,to,b'.l slippos,I~~Hhat '.the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Lord Thur10:W;'J~nd the 

, restor' Her Majesty's, council,'were. persqnll;'very 
likely 'to betray theirtrUst;,'hutj,:tbey;all koe.w:t~at 
personal confidence was not a fit' ground :fOl"paflia­
mentary argument.: Tberight bonorable and leal'~d 
gent'eman had, tbepreceding"~ay~ declal1ed,!.'that 
the council of the Queen was only a council;pf.<4d­
vice; and yet" t!:tat day tbey had beard him;\:on­
t6ndthat it was' o,'check;:'and' Ii 'corincli~'orcontroL 

, Mr,,- Sheridan desired the committ.ee to recollect 
on what grounds the Irish parliament proceeded, 
and that tbey took np the circumstance ofthe King's 
incapacity, upon,' the, declaration of the English 
parliament,au~_proce~~ed u»on ~ p~ncipleof re­
spect to them •. He urged t'betrecesslty, tberefore, 

",of their settling the . mode', of His Maj&Sty~, "l'e-88-

'sumption' 'oi"his' roy'sl authority" ip:mcb a manner 
, as t6e Irish parliament sboUld be willing' to lUI'Opt. 
, M~. Powi~ ~-;"";'al ~i .. ' " , " 'f ' .,;, ',1r 

,,'1 ~ ,"'/'1 "; "/liCI/'!I: J ?I' ill ,-\ ,J ",," ",.", 

1 , ~r.. Sherida~ obser~ed! ,tbat as tbe,billstood~ Hu 
MaJesty's. -recovery would pot come before parlia. 
Inllnt at all •. e~e~ if it, were ,sitting. r' He,l!t!minderl 

_ the house QJ,wl1 .. t he had spoken ,~e'fore;'f"'beD.: hE 
I J.dvet1~ 'til the possible case of Hilt, Majesty's, reeo· 

'. ~t!ry. aud the ",eJ,'y ~rst .ac~ of his ~xe,cutive govern, 
_ meut ,being ~ di8solution,,~f the parliam,ent, cHI 
. _ p~t.the case II.lsd qf tl\l! King's being recovered .to I 
. degree\ ani ~ubstituting a new form 'of goverhmenl 
without pa~liament. j He "tated, likewise" ,t,b .. ~ pi! 
Majesty JllIght recover, and might not' chuse to, ap, 
pear,in ,public. ',but ~ight nom1nate.'otlier persons III 

Cust. Regni. to carry Qn the government (or him 
•. M;r. Shlll'i4a!l1l1oye4 an am.e!ldment;.;wbi~ he ,ex 

.. . Nt' . '. f • . ' , . 
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plained to be introductory to still farther amendment 
meant to he afterwards proposed, with a view of 
procuring the object aimed at, by those who thought 
as he did, that parliament ought to be the medium 
of restoring tbe government to the King, on hi, 
recovery. 

Mr. Sheridan's amendment tended to oblige the 
privy council to take care tbat the instrument, stating 
His Majesty to be recovered, which was to be sent 
to the Lord Mayor of London, and inserted ill 
the London Gazette, be previously before parlia­
ment • • 

77Ie etJnIIIJi&e tlioUled /IIJ tile ammdmmt: "!I" 113: -.181. 
'TAey tllm fMII tltruugA tile ",lUIk bill-tlle rtpUrl ..... brDUgIll up 
am{ ogreed to, IIIVl tile bill ordered for tile tAird rutling .. tAe 
rnorJ'OIII. 

FEBIlVABV 12. 

'REGENCY BESTBICTION BILL. 

. U,.,.. tile tAirtl fYIIliirIg ".larue ..... ".~ til be tultletl ~ Mr. 
Pulteney, litniliag tile ,...,rictUni rebdi .. til tile trtlltUni oj Peer., 
t. tArte yean. 

Mr. SHEBmAN remarked. that hi. sentiments 
coincided with those of hill honorable friend. (Mr. 
Pulteney) in regard to the JlTobability of the fords 
refusing to open the door to tbeir bonse, if by pass­
ing tbe bill without any limitation of the duration 
of the restriction, with respect to tbe Regent', power 
to make pEers, tbey snffered the power to paBII out 
of·their hands, and the door of the hoose of lords 
to be once shot. Mr. sbeiidan df'.clared, he was 
sorprisedat what the right honorable gentleman (Mr. 
Pitt) had .-id of the idea of the improbability of the 
lords ever wishing to continue the power. when they 

. once got it into their posseaeion. The rigbt honor. 
able gentleman seemed to have forgotten tbey had 
gone throughout the wbole of their r:oceedirigs, not 

"00 probable dangers, but on ponib tJangera; and 
every danger wbich Willi morally possible to happen, 
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had been most studiously and cautiously guarded 
against, That such an idea, as' the 'tight honorable 
g'cntleman had state.d; ~as 'implied 'by parliament', 
was not, Mr. SherIdan thought, to be tolerl\ted; 
the right honorable gentleman, and the gentleman. 
behind him,' seemed to have adopted ,a principle 
,which might be extended for. seven years, as'well 
as three; and, therefore, 'not' choosing to "lend his 
sanction, to the principle, that the executive power 
ought to continue maimed and crippled by useless 
and harsh restrictions, for three' years, he' should 
move to leave out the words' ," three years," and, 
that the words "one' year" be' inserted in ~he 
blank. " . 
, Mr. Clulludl.,. Pilt alUtD..-ed,' thal tke 1wrurrabk' ge.ukmlm III"", 

.poke Itut. remed 10 Aal!< dOlI, lIim more jrulice tlum tN. """.,.able 
gmtltmma near him, be_ N. Aad u:pr ... ly tlated, tAat a. tMy 
emdd not fiz tile pm:Ue period of tke durat;"" Df Hil Mqju/y', 
UInuI. ke Ulouid agree t, tIIree year.. lU,. period tN. mol1l ezir."", 
mul diltant tIIat clndd be token; but tkat if HilMa;u/y aJumltl 
nat .......... -. tke rtl1lrictio718 tmght to r:etue uoilki" IN. period 
~; mul tke 1wrurrabk mul rupectable member flJAa Aad in­
troduced il.' Aad upruslyllated II limilar ltIIlimtnt. HOfIJ' then 
emdd it be toII8idered. that. adopting Ike fIJOrd, .. three yflll'i' ',to 
fill .. p tke blank sMer tke CIJIIItrucl;"" w,kick Aatl btm laid daam. 
_ -..oJcing parliammt declare that it. opini(Jfl flJlU. Mat tke .... 
Itrictimu tmgllt to llUl f.,. tkrte year.' W(11I ... gard to tke mnmd­
_ ",.."",., tDOIIld nat tke Aanorabk g..,l1-. by wkat ke UI/JI 

tlDiag~ rlejeat kiI /l1li8 f1U"POIt 1 'l7Ie hOnbrabk gmtltmma kod 011-
IInIed tIIat ke -.ed ... corlUr dtzy. tAat il migllt not oppesr to be 
tile opinion of porlimnmt. that pllrlimnmt tlwiigllt tile ru/rictiorlo 
wgllt to continue tkrte y.... He ofundd c....,.;"e. tAat tke kmIor­
abI, ~ tIIOUld .",. kiI I"""fIIJIe better, by willrdratoing kiI 
...... kmt. ad Idling tile original _tUm be pst. 

, 'Mr. Sheridan answered, if the motion for :filling 
the blank with \he words .. threeyenrs" was car­
~ed, the right honomble gentleman had declared, it 
would appear that'it was bot the ,opinion of the 
house that the restriction should continue for three 
'years. This was, Mr. Sheridan; said. the' most 
extraordinary opinion he had ever heard, and there­
'fore, he lihowd certainly persi~ in his; amend-
'menf. " ' 
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TAl guutilnl _ put,. mul til« cI4fue fillttl lip wit,. tlle tI!/1I'tU 
.. "'r:ee II'IIN, ~ "greed to, tmd /1I'dn-.d to IlIJruJ pDrt oj tlle /till. 

. ., ".. (. . ' .' ., 

;MIl •. Sheridan begged lea\'6 to ask a qnestion of 
tbehonorabJe aud.Iearned gentleman whom be saw 
opp08itetp him. ~he.aDsWllr giv,en tpwhich \fooll{, 
shew whether hisaillendment. was necessar)' or not. 
His Majesty had power to grant a commIssion lor 
opening .. parliameDt~ .and he "'esired to know: 
whether ~he',King .had not power to invest those 
commissioner ... 'With full regal authorities. He 
found from the precedents with which they haa been" 
furnished, that. in . the ,case of Henry. tbe Sixth, 
when the Duke of York was appointed to exerci8e' 
tbe, royaJ. authority in parliament, i,t might be done.' 
What-he ,wished ~,know then, was, ('onld the King 
do the lame thing by. a general coID\Dission; or 
whether, as ill- the case of Lord Hardwicke, ill tbe\ 
year l1,54.,he must issol1 a second coinmi85ionto 
give the royal IISlI6Jlt tp any bill or bills ?, . 

, -! -, •• • • . -, • 

, ne.Muter ojt. libra /lJllUJerrd, tNa if tlle ftmumUIh Kmtu.. 
.... -' to elUJuir. tl!lu:tller tlle King CDIlld th~Dtt tlat fIIhDIe 
ttl' liM DttlAuriJ . ." tty ,tme eo.. . IIi(llt, • tltmtgkt • ttlldtl "'" 
lo. Ml1-M -U fUJ". //11' iJlltmu:e, J/fIIIa. m. Attl1l'fU!j-Gerurlll 
King. To rIIIJke ilfI!/ ..... Kint; tty tII1l1rN!J, _ II ",.,.. tluJl tIae 
King oj Engkmd did _"'~ •. Wit,. TtKarti to tlte.. 'd_ 
;.ud ira Hmrg t/r.e Sizt/i. rrip. '" tlat _. i t1f.. llat lJrJce t1 (}1ft,. 
-ur ja tlat~, tIiul tlte DtJre Of Yri m II _Itf""l' 
peri«I: m 1IotA "'- ((JIll t/r.e em: 'uiotu iMu4 wuIer tlte I"'" 
.... ,!'I!tl-:. _firmed tty JlDTlimIIml. . . 

Mr. Sheridan thanked tbe b~orabI8 a'ud. ~rDed 
gentleman for answering bim in part, but he bad 
l'I'.a&OlIed ratherthao U1Swered bim entirely,. Mr. 
Sheridan proceeded to pnl his ,caBIlI .. /lgain,: an4 
maintaiDed that, the ,commiMion Ilppointing $e 
Duke of Gloucestu" to lwld, the parliament" IIJld 
g;98 the royal. usentto.billa, "'aa ~.~ in poin~ 
The Kiug:. was then a minor. incapable of ~ng 
for himself,.·u our king was III present ipCllI.'.abte, 
~g" from .aootbercaose. ~,Was there.~, m ~ 
King a power. not only to JlIIIIIe a commlllll.~}D:­
Testing commi85ioneJW with authority to open pa.r~ 
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li~ment,. bllt to ,gi,~~ th!l royal assent,tq a ,bill, .anI} 
tq act ,In every lDstance with: the ,royalll.utho-., 

ri~ '~tt~-~:QI8ai~ ~,lwDul~ ~ tM ~lt i:~i~'~ 
_ in thi-.. wortU ;-The' King CIlft1IO'. '" , ,;; " " 

'Mr. Sherida.. ilft_artU'II1ent lIgaia into the guutioti which fIa" 
luulbtjor., put 'ltD the liJ"'Y ..... grormdi1l{f AU MCllfld applkotima_ 
upo .. a clmue ",hie" he 1tIIJl1ed; the oldect of w"k" ,lOas, to restrai .. ' , 
Hy Mlfiuty from granting lJ1Iy gmeral COIIII1Ii8Iima, in...ting the~ 
CIJ11IIIIi&sion8'f."it1& pow.... toOPPi the 'porlillllrmlj gin the r/lfl .... 
_t ltD bUll, <te. Br~' 4-" "I.' '.. " ". 'c 

'ne guut;";' _ put on lIfr. sTurido..'lClM 'ami mgalioul. ' 
. . - .' - . "" ,'. . -.11 -,' J -' . 

• '. , :"1, I < .'.' 

ORDNANCE ESTlMA.,TES. ' 

. ne report 0/ the ,..."lutum.·;;"i;,lbY ti.· committ .. 0/ mpply ".. 
tile ordnoru:e utimJJtu, fuming bma brought,"P "" Mr, Gilbert, aruI. 
tile ..... lutilms rtIId a jirrt time, 'on the guatim& bti1lg,.., .. TTo.at. t"" tuolutilms be rtIId a Meond time." , G ..... aI Burgog ... , Mr; 
Courtenay, and Mr. Sheridan oppored tMm. 'l7Ie olded of the r~' 
colutilms was to f!anI a sum of 2LS,OOOI .. for the ..,tra",.dmanu 0/ 
t'lle ord1llJ1lCl.' Thil dmumd was fIUIde bY mini&t ..... in ~ 
0/ ap/fIII formed by the Mnst ..... G ... eral,j/JII fortifying toa ..-tam. 
""eat, tile Wut India iI/aruI&. 1 .. the .."..... Of tile dtbGtc MI!. 
Cpurteaay _ called to ord ... "" the '1'"k.... " ' , 

- .' " " .••. ! . 

, Mr. SHERIDAN rose to defend hishonorahle friend, 
Mr. Courtenay, who had, he 'thought, been rather 
ilDprop~rly called, to order. . , " ',- , 'i ' . , 
I ' " , 
, rAe .,.akerllftlllJtrtd, thot it ~ an ....... tisl fJm'I 0/ Ai. ~utg. 
to pr ....... Drder. It was at aU Umu diIogruabk 10 Aim 10 _ 
"'pt gmtlemm: butw"'" tl&ey ito /I .. coiid spe .. ". weat, intI) 1IeUi 
..... ,.,.;ng ""d ,argument, instead 0/ llD,gimng 1henud1JU to .."liJ. 
nation; he fl~t it to be ,Ail duty to interrupt t1lem; and, ~ ..... he 
might on AY occasion mistake the point Of dllty. in re.ptcf to ortlerj 
yd. .."'" AU intmtism ...... of the nat ....... hie" he Nul tl..,..;btd. 
he clJllCd«,d it to, bellllhml.uo- ,. .... tmg. rd1tcr.w.,. Aif~ 
4uc1: :.' -: ' .. ,. I, -.1 . ~ 't, ; ~t !': ;.\,,'.: .<: '. 

--. Mr. Sheridan admitted that his honorable friend'. 
words, wben' he was called .to order from'the'chail1 
)Vere not afterwardJ fQUQwed with that· explanation • 
.I". d :"l_.J "!l: .. ull' ~-~ t·,,~, ~ • .,'~ ,... ._: 
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wbich be had expect~d he was about to give j but 
the house well knew, when gentlemen were inler­
rupted,it frequently happened they pUl'llOed a dif­
ferent train of ideas from those they had !let out 
with. 'With regard to the question itself, be did 
Dot meal) to speak to the military part of it, 001' did 

. he conceive this was the question before the house. 
But, if they were to rely on military authority, 
his honorable friend (Colonel Phipps) most' ex­
cuse him, if, on account of his greater experience. 
he gave tbe preference to the authority of his honor­
able friend near him (General Burgoyne.) 'l'he 
real question, however, for tbeir eonsideration, ap­
peared to him to be, whether Hi. Majesty'. Chan­
cellor of the Exchequer, in asking that 8um from 
parliament, had giving,the proper document, to 
satisfy the house, that the sum ooght to be voted? 
:M r. Sheridan said, he thought the right honorable 
gentleman had not; becallse, last year he had him­
self .submitted tbe very saine motion, as that which 
was now made by his honorable friend. The right 
honorable gentleman had' then declared that no 
estimate hiid been received by government from 
'he \Vest Indies, bnt that government npected. 
one; and when it eame, it should be laid on the 
table. Upon that suggestion. or rather promise, 
Mr· Sheridan said, he had consented to wave hi. 
motion. He remarked. that he perfectly well re­
collected, the right honorable gentleman had last 
year said, the expense would proba!.ly amount to 

. abont 200,0001. bnt, that if it werll double that 
Sum; the object. would de!IefVe It. A. it W88 ceo­
feased, that an estimate was now before the Board 
of Ordnaoc:e, the, boose ought to have it upon tbe 
table. before theT pmceede4, to vote the mooey. 
Mr. Sheridan declared, he had not heen preamt 
when the _mell,:were'~oted; but when he ." 
that 2OCO addilional seamen .had been voted, ~ 
gave him gyea&'sati,sfa#jon, ,~use'4tbence eon~ 
eeived, that the project of fortifying the· Wesc 
• 
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India islands had been reconsidered by His. Mao. . 
jesty's ministers,and rejected as impolitic; a con­
ception to.which the train of reasoning of the right. 
honorable gentleman naturally- led, when he spok~ 
upon the Bubject, in. the course of the preceding 
session.. • 
. TAt ruohdion fur grtmting fM ...... dmunult4, "'//I _d fI1itMui 

/I tlirilUm.· . : '. . 

MAY 4. 

PETITION OF lIIR. BASTING!!. 

O. the 3rd af Ftlmuzry. Mr. Hartingr prumttd" pdititm f. 
the horu< of Iordl. in ",hid.. aft.,. rtcnpitulating tM pi'outtling., 
",hidr. had already lit ... had fr"'" tM eommmcemt1lf of tM impurc'" 
.....,. he _ed the,;rtllf hardaltipl fa ",hich il.tZtraordinmy d_ 
titm had, and ..... liJuly tJiiY fort,..,. fa mld«f him.' .Among t!rue. 
M ~ the dut .... of ",,"af oj AU.iudea-tM detention Iff­
wilnt_ MCUI41'?/ far hU difmct-'-tM proboJii/i/y of hU bting fh. 
prilltd of rtII11Iy oj tkent by VIlriOlU accidmt.--'-IIiI IirdtA impaire4, 
ad hU fortune """'etL1 He rtminded thmt. that two twlkl .. DIlly; 
out of twmty. had yet lit ... gone t"'-i!A by hU ac~ 
hU uptRlIU had already =ntkd 20.000(.' and CInUtIJ-ly. that 
rhoutd hU life lit eontimwl to tM clore of tM trial. he might foul 
1IimItlJ dutit,,,. oj the ......... ", dt/met.' and ...... of mbrillt:tla,. 
and"", the drotd{ul oADIIce of lumiig AU charact.,. ,_it,ed "" 
the ""cordr bbut.tl with tmrtJVted criminatiolU. H. thelYfure prtI!Jed 
that they ",ould enable him t, 1IIIlk. hU i""""mct. and Iu Mped AU 
duert •• appcrmt. fly pr«eeding IDilIraut del4y ttpDtI AU trial. n. 
irrt.",...tion oj the rircrIiI. of tlu judger rmtkIYd it impoaibk far the 
lora to ~ tM trial btfure the 20th of April. lOAm the 
,.,.,., ..... and rat ~ tM IYIIIIJintkr of the WIion, ...­
t .... day.. TM charge brought IItfure them, and "}HIWI by Mr; 
Burl«. to//l that rela/i .. to the CDfTfIpt receipt of fIIIIfU!J.' J. tM 
__ of AU ~ Mr. Burl« had r>CCIIIioII fa rtmIJrk "P"" tM 
ftlIIduct oj Mr. 1ltuti1rp fatotII'a """ of hi. tI~ ;" lndiil, ulhtl 
Nrmdromar: and aftfl' ""Wing at"'" tlell of UUruliu and I:IWlty, 
M tldtkd. thDt M had. tit but. rilurdtred thDt ptr ..... fly the IIantb of' 
Sir Eljjah 1"'P'!! •. if fetIJ day. tljkr the chm'gt had been op-il. 
Mqjar&Dtt prt-'tdapetitionfr'- Mr.H~ to the""","", .,. .. 0". ;" IOhid h _ttl, thtlt Mr. B"I« "1IIfJ1IOrlin1! 1M 
cIt4r(!;U. tzhibited agairut him til the bar oj the """'" oj 1ordI. ltd 
__ d him 0/ mndry Atinous crime. not laid ;" 1M fIJ'Iicla of .... 
'JI'Ilchmmt;· . H.itutanctd tM clt4rge of lam.inl! 6tm etnU:tmed in. '. I., far /IIII/III'in4liy; tM ShaAzlIds. tnul in anat"'" plot far puttiy; 
to ctt.tA the _ oj Jojfitr.JUi!l KhIIA: oj Mug .... wry to cortaiIo 
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'1uwrible _Itia IIlkllled " MH b, .. eommlftul hi l1li, Dibi Sing, 
tmd ImIfy. ojbDlIing bUD pilly oj llu murt/er oj Nrl1ldcf1I1IIJf'. 11. 
therefore pt'tI1!.d tlie. fwuiI eilher 10 .Iwin(f jiJ'l'llJartlll11d pt'OIecui" 
t"- .hBrgtl i" ¥«ifi. tIrliclu, II11d ther,by gi .. him II" 0J1'II0I'hI­
r&ity oj muJi4uIing hiI iRm>emce, or to If'ara him IUrA .,her rulr ..... 
1I.,to, tfuir juic. ~ JDiM/pm might Item fit. A metion IlIfJ1 moa, 
tluJt Ih. pditillllllU1Uld be /Irou~uP.u:m"" IINU, afterll dtbalt, alf'"d ' 
'" ",Uhaut 1I-dioioUm. A di Iy occurrtd a. to llu motU oj 111M'. 
IiIiIIinIf the tDorIU 'IHIkm. ,nol .. oj tl" Ihart-hand "".;/.,." IlIho 
.ntNlid the triIll, T..ingetllllelUkdfor b!l"ltdaloj /Iu memberl,lI11ti 
oIdec"d '" "" Mr. FtNI II11d Si,., Grty (;aoper fJI tantrllT!J to llu' 
-if- pt'lle/We oj PlITlitmrmt.'T/uir""oldectilllllllpp,lITtd oj III 
"""'" importtmce to tlu horue. that II committee _1IPPIJinlUI to 
_ch flIT precetknU. 77Ie ClJllllllitttt' rtpllr/td, tluJt there 1Dtr, RII 
precedmI. 0( lI1Iy cornplllint of fDI1NII 'Pokm "" fIIIItIIlgerl ill w..t­
.Mer-Hall '" be jaimtl_ 1.,." ~ fl$1IiII urgUi their oldee­
';",u to tlu ·rmejnaliOfJ. oj tm!/ ,hor/-hII1Id tDrIUrl; but llu jtl1HJ'UTerl 
oj the petition, inlUting "po7J tlu duty oj the horue to gt1l1trfl It"f! 
iII....Ji CII6U, "" ",hat IIwultl app_ moot likdg to pt'i11nDIe lhe nut. . 
-t ""brtItn/i.ljrutiu.prmliltd: tmd afler II. diMon oj 115 to 66. 
the IIuJrtJumd fDriler """ /JIl1/td.iII. n. ffUt tpJDIiIIIIllItU, "'hether 
till the p..-t,icK/or. compluitud oj "" the pditilmtrl tlundd be .... 
fllirul i:nlD. or U'het/ur the Iunue might .. ltet ",hat pm tllty pleaeul. 
Mr. PiU II11d otJun IDtrC oj opinion, tho, the Iunue I1IJg'" to PtI1! 
nil tJIUItI,jqa to the 1IJDT1b ... id to MH 6em IJIOkm hi tlu jU1'f116 
~ /II the eomp/IIinl Tuul beta '" Itmit tlifurttl! II1Itllllty tIund4 -r- tAer"" til. the."".," rdGti .. to 7Vtmtleomat'.. Tllu 111M IIhd 
tl6jectul '" "" the ~ /II tift IITlIilrVJj Faceeding, but j'rIUIlIu 
"B"eed til "" ,he Jun,c, UJKID tAU flUlliIIII.' . " • 

. Mr. SHERIDAN remarked. that all partial exa­
minatioOB of the pe(~tion wer~ improper; the house 
had, for the pnrpoae of granting justice tol\Ir. lias-. 
tings, recei,ed, and agreed to take into their conlli­
deration the petition;, he hoped, therefore, that they 
woold Dot be. ao unjust to hi. right honorable friend 
(Mn Burke) u to refW18 to take the whole of th~ 
petition into their serious consideration, that he 
might have aD opportunity of meeting and refating 
the cbargell which it c:on~ned. If the hOIl8e pro. 
eeeded npon the principle whicb they had avowed ~ 
proceed upon in their reception of the petition, the 
principle of doing justice to Mr. Hastings, what 
right IwI they to garble his grievances, and to say, 
" 'fhis we wiD, and this we will Dot coldider r.' u 
they c:oDSidered any, they were bound to cOlllidq 

. . - ". .... . .. . 



tli'e wh,ole': Th~ ~ode-prdposl!dbY"tlie'artJl!Jidmeiifo' 
might 'possibly be thought, a more handy, way"of,:' 
passin;r a' slur upon' the- managers of .. the prGsecu~­
tibii'\ out ~twiis'a' mode''wbicb'helsincerely hoped'" 
that the hOllse would not adopt: .. . 

Ajtiir'milCTa.'aU';'Ciiflon:in IDAicr.'M"I";· F~"t:o'mp1rriflidirl'~' 
GildJ>lIinted ttrms 'of. tlU indignity'tmd'i'lfmlitf! filiI" fI1McA rIw_, 
ruIger~ wn-c treatttl~ it IDlJAogrud; 'tfiat. '_ ptlt't 1IfM'. B~' 
.pttc.1i preceding thhllHu c""'l'loinei' iJft .BIwuId,b ..... 1tII1 .. ""11' 
tiIIM. tmd the Qf!'emi .. worth lI.certained. the MariJW"I1j'~ 
r .... Gnd fllm,iil. .. that the "'id lDorth lOW' rwt autllorized by an!! 
proctedi"g' I1j tllot IIoUle."· . 

Mr. Sheridan asked it' tniL(.was the only measure 
intended to be ,brought forward, or whether it was 
to be followed' up by any other resolution? -' . 
. Tiit,,y.m'q,;iB iuritn~·rtprk,j.lthdt:tJt tiftiml',."", O/fUme. 

MI'. FiJK olwtrl1ed; """it gt'anlm,: tm. itt Ik t~ 1:tUt; '" !Wtmr.MJtl1f 
11/1 o/dcction to it; tmd thotdd ..at trOrJbI. the Iwun with IInll orgu­
m~. ogtlWnqaince, I/UbltlJ;ll!1'tly to the ptUring I1j the motion; .i~ 
w'!U1tl pro";.fultp c""pttm( ItW' M,. .. But'kt or any'othtr"mlIrusgeti 
10 rept'ollM IIii1k e.rprrllllirinB(· Mi-:' Pi'tjollMiltil.' . ..., " 

," ~fi-; ~h~rid~n said; thaH~ecertainl~ Had d~cl~red 
lD W IlstJplDster ,Hall,· that be thought· the execution 
of Nundcomar I' foyl murder: . Would',an,. gentle.. 
man who had read the trial, or would~ tlie . right 
honorable. gentleman oppo$ite io him stand· up and 
declare. that ,he was collscientiouslyconvinced that 
he' ought to have been executed? If the hOl1se colli· 
manded, him !loi' to aliude tf) the transactions' iii 
question, he should' certainlY. 'pay 'obedience i' but if 
it did no~ he shouid ~hink that he deserted Ilis dilty 
ifhe omitted to charge NundcOollll"1I e!:ecution asa 
murder. ~ .!' I ".' ," :' 

Mr. FOil itiJ'd. IhDI k{tlt himlrlj plifwl ill "ill ptriiltiftg ,;' 
tltt""". that he would ttl I NwtdcomiJr'. UOCKIion Ii murthr. anb 

, '{Ie IIorut loid41m to the contrmy: lind tllot the manager •• he ton­
tefUktl, mig'" 10 Tie _led to uitlltrllllful,'t.rplitil/yldAtit fk tnoIiDfl 
_ani; ,. ..,. . . . 

. TIte M-;";' of at"""'" 1Ilitl. that "" W IItlt ibirW til .", IJIhw. 
wu. ''''''' di1i&aleiy to the -P': but lhe tkbat.1uul chortt!ed the 
file' 'If tAing.: flnd lilt"" they iiIIinuflt.d that they could J go on 
,.;/lwut ",ling IAmtId." iJIIo -adtrablc ptrpluitg. beaIuIc 1M 
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COUNTY ELECTION BILL. 

Mr. SHERmAN said, that notwitlistandinr it 
was too evident tbat tbe county election act, in 0pe­
ration and efFect, had been foond to be productive 
of great inconvenience, and therefore must, he 
feared, be repealed; he gave the noble lord who in­
troduced it full credit for the goodness of his inten­
tion, and the just and constitutional principle on 
wbich it, was founded, as indeed every' bill was 
likely to be which came from tbe hands Of the noble 
lord in question. But it was highly neee.lary that 
lOme biD should pass to regulate and ascertain the 
right of voting, since it was well knOWD that com­
mittees of that bouse had not ooly deeided difFe­
rently, iu respect to the right of voting, but tbat two 
committees, who bad tried the merita of. petition 
complaiuing of an uudue election for one and thlt 
same county, bad given decisions diametrically 0p­
posite to eacb other. Mr. Sheridan deelared; tbat 
he bighly approved of the honorable gentleman'. 
idea of a committee being appointed to enquire into 
the laws of election, as tbey stood at prell8nt; and 
be trusted tbat. at the preseutadvancoo period of 
tbe 8e8sion, all possible ell:peditioD would be used. 
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MAY 20. 

1II0TION BY MR. IIIAINWARING FOR LEAVE TO 
BRING INA. BILL TO Exl'LAIN AND AMEND 

'THE A.CT ON 6 GEO. Ill. CAl'. 36, RELATIVE 
TO TREES, SHRUBS, I'LANTS, &0. 

'Mr. SHERIDAN expressed his pleasure at per­
ceinng that the honorable member was inimical to 
the extension and increase of the penal laws. There 
were so many of those statutes, and in'several cases 
they 'were carried to 10 extreme a degree of rigour 
and severity, that they proved a disgrace to the 
laws and to the country.' 'He hoped, therefore" 
that, the house would always look with a peculiar 
degree of delicacy on every endeavour to increase 

,the number of penal statutes, and to, multiply rob­
beries, felonies, and offences coming under those de­
scriptions. With regard to the object of the ho­
norable gentleman'lI proposed bill, 'he did not clearly 
comprehend it. The honorable gentleman had said, 
tbe legislature, when it passed the act of the 6th' of 
the present king, had one thing in their contempla­
tion,and had enacted another. Was the fact strictly 
correct, or was it under the pretence of protecting 
nursery grounds to make it felony in a school-boy 
to rob an orchard; or was it that gooseberry bushes 
ought to be fenced round, with gibbet" that the 

, .honorable gentleman now moved for a bill of amend­
ment? If it were intended to go to such an extent, it 
would be carrying the penal laws to il.ridicwoulJ 

, degree of rigour. 

Tfte loWe 4i11i4e4; IJ!I" 30; noel 6. Lta., -_ tkrifan fl-'0 brinK;" tilt bilL ' • 
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JUNB 10. 

w' A Y8 AND lIlEANS •. 

111 ••. PiI.t ...urm into /J lIaie of tM jirumeu of tilt country. and 
'Poke at coMtkrabk length.· '. 

. . . 
Mr. SHElUllAN rising next,. observed, that in the 

case of a statement by which the public prosperity 
_·tWU to be eslim~d, it became 80 natural to )Vi8h to 
" .. ealisethe, faveuI"'4ble.,e"pectatiolUl wbich might be 
,: eotertainedI of.thlj siWation of the. cou!ltry, th~t it 
.·:was IL ta8kextr4UDely painful to raise any dispute, 
,Jor,eVeD to in8inpte any dQUbt/iwhic4 might tend to 
·.remove .1h&: gratefu"'~elu8ion., lJ pon an occasion 
.·,like this.·however, it Wall ~P08sible, to be lIilent; 
·"and~.tberefure," bel shOlJld think, jlimself wa/"!&nted 
'). in making. tres~ upon t~ ~ntiou of thl! house. 
·.Oenaiu.!pI!oposition8,had, !>eeo"made b'l the.Chan­
. "cellor of, the Ellichequer, i~ ~he conne ° hia .peech. 

I ,and it would be. very l,I.sy for him to lay .. down otber 
. 'propositi0D8 wbich ,"Quid. entirely .cont.radict them; 

.c.hottbis,would .. be goingdlpoo ground. tooloose (or 
,,,tbe boose to, form) any judgment o( tbe merita of 
I. their lIeWlI'al:illiiruuUi9llll,JoVhic;bcould.only be esta­
. blished by areferen~ to,auibentic: documents •. To 
_,thesa·hewas willing to refea:hi~lf; and it wonld 
. be a .test of ,sincerity, in, the ,CJJanc:eJlor of the Ell:­
. .ehaqner.much to be wished for, it he would mbmit 
,him8elf to the ",me. maJ.,and JoVOjIld. n~oppo8e lin! 
; motioa ,wlticb .he .bould ,make for the production/if 
tach papel"l. as, would, aifirm, or .disaffirm. by. an 
., irresis~ibJeauthority,:what .tlJey .. cpnld Kveral1y.luI-

vance in opposition to each other, ... Snpemcial and 
lilightindeed was the manner in which tbe right 
honorable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) had condescended 
to justify the loan he had proposed. He had said 
little or nothing about what the hoose had a right 
to expect to be more particularly informed of; and 
he had IIC8rCely shewn a cauae of any kind, mnch 
less a m1ficient~, w,by the nation monld be re-

• 
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'hieed to the' 'ililekampleddiJemma in time of'peaee, 
aild'iI;uridst"all tbetriumph"'which they had been 

"nsea WOil' the ''Part fOr therigbti·honorable ·geBtle­
"fuan;inrespect 'tOtthe"flourishing situation· of lour 
'finances; 'of' enl":rellslng the national debt.;o~ creating 
fresh: frinds, It:nd'}evyi,ngif'resh taxes; ,Bub the right 
bondrable'ge1l'tleltJan"had"not withheld every :kind 

'of'iiifoMnation;' 'he 'had descended"to, little partieu­
'Iars;'ilbdhad been geryt elaliorate"and !ingenious,in 
'i!xpliliriiogtDt!nattJrecif ttte loawilllld in telling·,them 
'of:'thidgs' twhicb' it""'Was' of veryslight:importance 
"whether' the! 'were" or "Were 'llot ias' he',represented 
'them •• ' WbertHhe' argument ofthe right honorable 
',reritletnan WaB'iIOt in--its batoreunimpOriant it was 
fallacious.'·Admitlling that 'the· revenue wai ·likely 

'tacome 'np 'tii'what it had'··been,' assertecl that. it 
·wonld·reliclito;·\faod·~vetf.,thi&!'equired 1l1lDl8"OIIn­

<lession r was' it ~eiJ.soriably·to' be 'expected taat the 
expenditore was')hot'to·exceed-what it had·, been 
stated itwonld be P" If the'expenditure.should ,ex­
ceed whnt it ~a:8 'slated at' (anel' experience .had de­
'iilonstrated that' it would exceed that, sum) it :WIIII a 
plnin 'cas,e that we Iwere deCeived'iD()ur,expecta­
tions,and'that our Dnances werendt in the 'COndition 
they were represented to· be. .' The right bonomble 
gentleman had given DS a very pompOM account of 

'the onforeseen contingencies of expense .which had 
happened, by which meanIJ he had failed io"the''Pro­

,mises he bad made •. These unforeseen'contingen­
cies, however, upon the follest sta.tementwhioh ·could 
be made of them, amounted only-to 600,000/.-S but 
600,0001. divided among three',years, 'which <is·the 
time f\"Om 'which the reduction 'ot: the national, debt 
'wns to be COinputed, left only all''excess of200,OOOI. 
for' each' 'year' of' unforeseen ekpenditore, beyond 
the natural expenditure which was Decessarily to be 
'expected.' So paltry an inerease as tliis wasta.de­
feat and -annul all the 'high"Soundingpromise8 of 
'the right honorable gentlemilnj and to reduce 118 to 
the necessity which we now Dnd. oorselv~s-in, of 

• 
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ereating fresh debts, instead of paying off tbose 
which had been already ereated in the coune of • 
long and expensive war. In like manner all this 
tiOO,OOOI. had ariBen durinJ the· last three yea\'ll 
from unforeseen contingencies, 80 from the analogy 
of the thing it was to be pre8umed that another 
600,000/. from unforeseen contingencies wonld arise 
in the time to come; and in the same manner as we 
have been prevented hitherto from emerging from, 
our unhappy situation, by the unforeseen con tingen-

,cies which have already arisen, 80 in time to come 
we shall be continued in the same depreuion of cir­
cnmstan0e8, from the nnforeseen' contingencie. 
which will yet arise, more particnlarly .inee the 
lum is 80 triBing which is to embarrass os. The 
right honorable gentleman had amused n., by in­
forming nil that we have paid off three millions of 
the national debt: but he did not think it suited hil 
purpose to inform os that in the year when we fint 
began to pay, he bad created a new debt of a . mil­
lion, by issuing exchequer bills to that amouut; and 

'·thatthis year we are creating auother Dew debt of. 
million. He did Dot either bring into hi. estimate 
abont two millions, which we have received during 
this time from the, East-India Company, and other­
wise, ia aeeidental aida, and lIlUely no inconsiderable 
aids; stilllet15 did be think proper to mention an in­
erease in the Davy debt to the amount of 600,0001. 
If the right honorable gentleman bad.ta.ted all the 
eircum8taDces, it would have' appeared that, with 
the assistance of more tban four millions, he bad 
IUcceeded in the very notable attempt of paying 
three millions of national dehL But the time must 
eome when the bobble would bunt, and our illDSiDD. 
be dissipated. It wall better to meet our .ituation 
fairly and honorably; by postponing tbe evil day j­
our diltrea would ooly ucumu1ate; and when we 
expected to drink of the cup of gladn8l8, we .hould 
fuld nothing' but. the bitter dregs of disappoint-
menL ' . 
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, ' Upon such. an occasion astbe present •. Mr,,: She­
ridan remarked,; he should yield to what he con-· 
sidered as .the jndispensable.:necessity. of. moving 
for certain, papers; aud that the. house should go' 
into a committee to consider the same.; .Ue hoped 
that if his motion was acceded ,to, it would be'a 

. committee, aud such a one· as might. easily .be ob- . 
tained in that house, of independent members taken 
indifferently;. and. not such a committee as: made 
the report, upon which .. the Chancellor of. the Ex­
chequer bad founded his argument, in his own favor. 
upon more occasions than one; and from whence 
he had derived .his principal illustration. . Making. 
this remark, he could sincerely add that.be neither 
felt a wish.to have that.comniittee.discharged, ,nor 
meant .to. call in questioll the independency of their 
minds, . and the purity of their intentions, i: .".: 

, .' 

JUIIII 11. 

WAYS AND MEANS. 
. ';. '" • ' .. : ',t:;, j • , •. '. , 

. Mr. Gilbcrt reported tig1&tm& ruolutlDnl .g.wllo ia t1u_ 
mitt .. of wilY' tmd """'", .. The rtport hailing bun receilltd. Mr, 
Pitt uprtsatd the IIltisjac!i1llJ fllit" whicA he flOW fmmd it tldmilted. 
fill alilianth, that the i_ of the c_y tIIIIJI great.,. t/um the 
-' at wllU:A it had b .... mitnated by the COIIIIItittee of /i- ill 
1786. This _ • poiRt gained; tmd gentlemm tDlto ht1dbult. 
"" ..... g the jortfll()rt to deny the probability oj the public iReoms or-, 
riving tit tlu /JI/IIIWII oj the p ... ertirnate for the yttlr 1790. ........ 
..... OIIIJItflltti to"""" 10 mlgle gueBlimu. tDlaicA were lIUily an-' 
1UItII'<d. The InuiNa tIIOIIld daily pNIf10 ,-... tricate: mod //I u.. 
ltmoorable gtfflltmmJ .""..;te to him had, ia his _b the preceding' 
day, Ai_If IIdmittea that the ineoIIIe had .. i...,. ..... d. r Mr., 
Shwidmt looked til if he thought the ."""ltuiofl notjwt) tllorqr1t,IIy' 
AU gort..,.., he _,tf ..... 10 dmy it: ,all that ~ for lia to 
IIJY tIIIIJI, that rwtfllithrttmding it _Im".,.;ble/or Itimto -low 
tJu IIIIforu«f& circumst_ tDhic/& might orilo to prtMlI it. tIiero 
tIIIIJI emy reo..... t. beli.... if mott.... """,t IIIJ ill t/&eir ortliMry 
couno, that lhe upendil .... would be redru:ed 10 that letiel. 

- '. ~ ... , '. I 

Mr. SHERIDAN obStlrved, that aware that as­
sertion on the one side, c;ontradicted by asSertion QD 
the other, c<fuld prove nothing; he rcially}m.d no~ 

VOL. u. 0 
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tila 'smanist. 'inelioatio. to have spoken that day, 
until the righl konorable gentleman thought proper' 
to dedoee an argumeot from his gesture. He beg.,; 
ged tOe riglat mlDorable gentleman to undentaBd 
tJiat he was by DO meaos ready to adm~, thal dlfl' 
public ,ineome bad illcreaaed heyond the estimaleo 
for the year 1790, given in the report to the com­
lIIittee of revenue of 17861 and upon taking ahe 
public iaeome upon au agerage of three year. baek, 
he belie9ed it would N found the fact 11'88, that it 
had ItOt arrind even to the level of tbaa estimate. 
Wbea the rigid honorable gentlemaB' thell stateJl 
his expectation of extraordinaryreseorcu, he had 
declared what be 11'118 not less willing te declare at 
present, that the rigbt honorable gentleman bad 
over..;rated them; and if he came then to borrow. 
million, it proYed that be did 8ger·rate them at the 
time in question. The right honorable gentleman 
had taken notice of his gesture; he wall lOrry he 
had used any, as it bad brought on a Wsclllfion 

. which conld answer no end. . Yet. npon the preced­
ing day, less than a gesture had been converted 
into RB ar~meut;-his .ilence bad been construed 
8J an adillission of the facti as ltated by 80 bonor. 
able gentleman opposite to bim" and the Cban~. 
of the ExchaJaer, who IuuJ bolk. direetly contra­
dicted him'respecting his 8Jl8rtion, that in .786 • 
milBon Lad been borrowed b~chequer bills. The. 
rigbt honorable gentleman is lOfty lauguage. 
aad witIt • degne 01 petulaoee, denied that he 
borrowed the million, S1nee tbe report had beeq 
made by the committee of finance. In fact,. the 
right. hOnorable gentleman _..ed uuelD"ly lOre. 
opoa the aobjeet. 

H.w MJ,. PiU .. __ 8 rtf .. _CNliaUy aiId. 

Mr. Sberidan &aid, if the right honorable gen-,' 
tleman' bad no better resources than in die IDJiies 
of his friends, he W85 poorly off; but neither laoghter 
1101' meel'll mould pre9t'Dt him from asserting that· 

, , . 
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his silence did not 'prove,'him ill tbe wrong. 'The 
fact' was, as 'gentlemell might recollect, in l785 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer took credit for 
two millions ofexcheqoer bills, and declared 'at the 
time, that probably he should not have occaiioD fol' 
Biore tball one millicll ~ in. which case, the. ~ills for 
the second million'sbould not be issued.. It turned 
oot 'that only' olle million. was iSllued m' 1785,: aod 
ill' !I. 786 the Chancellor of the Exchequer 8IJ stated 
iIi and made tbe second million a part of that year's 
ways, and means; The million bad, in substance: 
if not 'precisely and strictly, been b.olTowed 1IillC6 
the report' had lbeell! made by, the l'evenoe! Clom. 
mittee;· 'There was one· material part of his speet-h 
the preceding"day;' Mr. Sheridan said"of which 
the right Maorable gentlemau. ,had not thought 
proper to take the smallest notice, and tbat was-, hi. 
proposition for tlie appointment of 'an ,impartial 
conimittee"to examine'the public 'accounts, 'and 
make'their report upoa them. He' 'had himself 
expressly declared, ~hat he 'woold not 'enter' illt~ 
any. discussion of the subjec~ upO\1 the prec;ediug 
day, because the debate whicl1 lDust have, arise .. 
would only have cousiste4 of assertioll ~ Qnehand~ 
and deoia! on the· other, withont the possibility of 
alfording ccnvictionto any; aud because it would 1I0~ 
have beeu io. their powet to pome at any thing like 
proof, for want of proper papers to refer to. Th4!l 
right honorable gentielnaB had chosen to understand 
hini, the preceding day, as if he ~d meantmerelr 
tli move certain re~olutions; . whereas the appoint­
lDent of a fair. committee was bis Qbject; and if 
lOch a committee were appoiated, it would be fop 
the committee to examine the public accounts f anel 
he WI!.9 sure it would en4 in a COlD plete detectiOl~ 
of the delusion and fallacy of the righ~ honorabl~ 
gentleman, and a (ull jllstificatio)l of what he _bad 
ad "aneed. ' " .. ..., . ' -

:,llr. Steel. repeateil hua.,.,.t;;'" that th. addili_, f!Iillw. '" 
<",eII'""r bill. ilia. bomIlt'ed ill 1785, tmd not in l~a. .. ' . 

02 
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.. Mr. Sheridan answered, it was true that the ex. 
chequer bills were"voted in 1785, bnt they had not 

· been added to the debt till 1786. The miserable 
quibble under which the fact was attempted to be 
concealed was this: in 1785 the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer obtained a vote for two millions of ad­
.litional exchequer bills, one million only of wbich 
(he. had. said )it was probable would. be wanted; 
but it would be proper to have the otber ruillioD as 
a reserve, in ease tJ18re' should be occasion for it. 
pne million of these. bills was kept in reserve ac­
cordingly;. they were nnnec8llsarily iMned in 1786, 

· when the right honorable gentleman had resolved to 
bring forward bis new plan of finances, and 700,000/. 
of them actually remained' nnissued wben the re­
port of the revenue committee was laid before the 
house. . I '. 

. ThDl mnch, Mr. Sheridan added, that be felt 
liimself obliged to remark, lest bis silence .hould be 
construed into an admission of tbe right honorable 
gentleman's statement. 

Mr. St.kDhtNtil, tlud tk h4d oj 1786._","'" tAnl ptIIIUI, 
Iuul ..... .nutttUilllflll flllf-Did, tlut1lte -U.." lit ~l~ .. 
IrU pls«1IfIIl1d it JI"O«'IlIDitIuntt t!IJ'~ Mr. S'tak tAnl 
.utI4 • ~ ., rUst IIIIIl f.JkaJr- t1te C""-1hr IIj tk Ell­
dwptw ;"1786. ",/tea tk qtha II{ "PJh "JII i4t~ • ...uJimI1IIIIl .... 
fori .dDpted; 1M _ _ W part Df tAU _.-.I ..... !fir. 
Sttde'.~ tlle -... tlud t1te CIuauJliwIljt1te EuIte,­
W, ;"1786, u:prrM~ ItIid, tllat ~" fie erpeetd ,. fr114 __ t'IIl__ ,. ?,1IiJb,. tIIIIbIe". t. &" .. au.. ,., tlud .a. 
~ tf.. m d , fIIigId _, tIuIj fie -,;'" "... --... far 

• ""'" '!I ... ar """...uJimIo: tlud fie -U"" it ttff III ~ III fie 
",..;Ng -u. 7Nd Mr. Steele ItIid, _ t1te fad. IIIIIl tlterrfl1n. 
tIIIn _ ... ~.t; ~ IrU .yTrt "-"uk ftint4111it4 
~ ~ Ii1te • " • Mr. Stak reftrml Mr. Slterillmt -' 
tk __ ,. tk rtpllrl of tk N.y &.tl, ... __ tile Tle«ae 
c-.itt« oJ1786luullnlilt tlud part ./ tlteir rtpt1rl,1IfIIl t"-­
tlIry -U _ tlud tile ~ tzp ... """II1II iaerr4«tl6t:prltl..., 
-,;"''- .... "'l' ±f 

Mr. Sheridan declared, that he Dever beard any 
assertion with more astonishment than that of the 
honorable gentleman who spoke last. He gaYe 
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rum Btl much credit aihis recollection of a speech, 
delivered four' :years ago,could entitle him to;,. but. 
without putting his memory against the honorable' 
gentleinan's,· it was utterly 'Impossible: that', 'the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer could have'· come ,to: 
the house with a speech to contradict the 'report' of 
his committee. He averred ',that 'lin that ·report 
there was not an idea thrown out .about' the proba-: 
bility of a future' loan. Was it' to be 'concluded 
that the right honorable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) could 
so far forget his object, as to say to the house;, that 
perhaps he might want a small, ~um of ,a' million' or. 
two, for the purpose of paying off three millions of 
the national debt? 'The right honorable gentleman 
himsel( admitted the increase' of 'the army to lie a 
permanent expense.' He believed the navy esta': 
blishment 'could not be diminished wjth a due regard. 
to the safety of the conntry,; but on that subject it' 
was not. his intention' to argue at 'present; if the, 
right honorable gentleman' did not· oppose his mo" 
tion for appointin~ a committee of the house, :of a 
different complexIOn from thE! (ormer." They could 
have the best information. from ,Sir Charles Middle., 
ton. He added, that he would either on the'morrow 
Or on Monday move for'somepapers''Which'were 
necessary to be submitted ,to that committee.,' ";, I' 

, TM Marp~'Oj GraMm imputed mucA of iM'ni8to-ptio~ lD';i~ , 
appeared 10 htlfJt pmHllkd, to gtfltlemm .onjrnmding 1M ,Iattn/ente 
of the hDo loll gum upmdil.un: ad intomt, tDi/la wlaot 1M Co .. 
rnilke of F_. ill 1786 had rtporled iDuuld 110 1M Itnt. of 1M in· 
..... alid upendil.un: at the cndof 1M year 1790. T~ Margu;. 
Ilattd IIJIaot tM committee of J 786 had ~d .... d a. likely 10 6. ~ 
ptBI:C tIla6lUhmmt at 1M eM of 1M y_ J 790, and wlaot had bUll 
1M condru:t of lai& right laonorabl. frierul at tM.time oMen 1M "",,,,,, 
""" matU. & aniriuui .... 1til on 1M _I ideo of .' commit,.. cmu/i. 
bAled iii« tlud. oelaicA Gil laonorabk gmtlmrall (Mr. SlImtUm) 1atu( 
dmribetl, of IJIeI& as had tuilla..- 6e ... in uffice. 1101' had ally upecltJ,. 
tioa of being in office, 1101' tlerirtd to 110 in oJfo:e •. ' TIa_ memben oeM 
....... 011 lhot commitl ... tntght (1M MtJrgu;. CI1IIIJdved) ... be ...,_ 
pre!1iotu/y ... their 1Iit~ til committ .......... aa'" 1M ezt.raordi7IIII'!J 
lat! of their __ duiring to 110 in o~." ". ' 

" 
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'l\{l\, Sheridari 1)bServed; that beeould MIt av.ill 
admitting the p]easanfry with ",hich the noble mar­
~iS treated ~i8 proposition for an independent com­
mittee •• Notwithstanding' the Dahl. rnarqui., had 
hnmorooslyaid,that ,tbe lDembera nominated ell 
such 8 rommitlee ,.hllald &wear, that they did Doll 

wish tu be in office;" yet be had De donbt there were 
gentlemen in that howse, who Deither were in office. 
aOll wisbetl to It6 in offiCII; and who were competent 
to the business in question. Did the noble marquia 
mean Iio intimate tllai there were na 'gentlemen m 
the HOwe, excepting placemellj, who were upaWe vi 
examining and etating the re.ourees aud expendi .. 
iure of the national finances?, He did not l8y the 
IIllmeoommittee had wilfully deceiyed the public; 
lint their oonclmions certainly were lIot jllltiied bY' 
experience; aadthereforehe' thought bimeelf at 
liberty, witboot meaniug to throw the emalleat im .. 
putation on any .ember of that committa, to move 
lOr a new iuquiry iuto the state, of t1Je publio 00-, 
eounu. ' 
, 1M'MtJrgaU II{ Gr~ tkJetuk411i1 tmimml ....... ft tile un.; 
fItitt~ 'lly .prg 1M atnrM fItIfdl!l "" 11K t-siIID "" aeA • 
-alee; ad lite a 'rltnd tIte PI"" ~'. of aeA. -'11« .. 
D W/irld. -.".ut_ ... goat' m iIIojJiee;-tIIe.--~ 
lkiag. t/uJt Uug IIJDfIid aITwe 1M tnut ~hieI& ",;gAl 11< rtpoWl iIJ 
tTtnlI1!J tlK 1uItue. and rqxwt ~lutt tNy di4 fIDt 6t1i_ to 11< W 
Jild.. SueA ... m.,uttditm 1M MtJrgvh itnuidnwl tU tkroglll«y" 
1M dignityll{ tire 1uItue: _Ire dUIIruI t/uJt Ire felt it to 11< iItJri­
~to __ j. . 

Mr; Sheridan proteBted that he meant nothing 
coarse or personal, aDd -denied that it W8I a lIovel 
thing to have such a committee. As a proof of this. 
he meotiooeci aeemmittee which luw beea ap­
pointed duriBg tile Amerieu war, and roo.-.e4 
chiefly of country gentlemen. Be did !lOt like to 
have IDch Mother committee 81 that of 17M, be. 
cause, thougb he did Bot mean te charge tbem wjtQ 
lining' tIone 110 interrtiollaily, be . Wall of oOpiajoq 
they bad deceived the house ad the public. With 
regard to a committee of gentlemea in office, lUr. 
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JSber.idaQ Jtbooght dtey twere,J.iabre 10ibe le.ss.;eai.'efw. 
,in that" ~f.aftty ,UJetr.o1h" fl1Ollt .. ..na~al,wiah 
tp /ind,the,mosHall'tlra~ side of ,the,q)JasPoJllto,,be 
!tludiwt.,.,tb.an ail; olheJl,sl1t9f rgliDtleDle..ll;," "'''''':.\' 

:n" ~tiilll 'iDIIJI' Itt '1~tlipra, 'W {fIB w8o~ital:jjlElfd1ik 
'IfJM, rmi;~ ur' >Mr. Pit. IfI-flBfia'tf;lis intm'irm~ 
,eM "-_ .tIoc.llSt.t..tO.pfn",4 ~.'.,ffIcmuii",,"" dtaiu 
pa!lobl< Of& tobacco. ' "" ' ..,' ) : .. '1' • ' '. ' • ... ' I ,JI Sa', j,I .... J. ,I.! I') r·j J.I,.,·,:,,", 

Mr. Sheridan wished ,to know, whether it was ~ 
Mr. Pitt's intention on that day, to move any final 
resolutiQn on the subject" " H1'l really thought tbat in 
a qu~stion 0tso~JIl,uch importaru:e...~tJ:'last as much 
prevIous nobce should bave been gIven to the lIler­
'Ilhmili "1Id IJllltlufaeturerS' bf' t'obaceo~ ihas.'hail bee,?" 
given to tbe ~Iealen in wine, when it: was put under 
;l.1l8t"egulatioeol tba:etJoiseJ.a91k I.,u,,·', .,.I , 

. i.Mt'. PUt~, ~Iiat it loatAlt·lnt";IiOn~· .;,j'tTi/iiitA;,J J;;~ 
eu,~ "" 'lI>1Iidafhe prr1JIOIitUito ,~ ~" ,. trlirg J~ tDIII 
i-@Il; . ..,. 111ft",,,,,,.,,,, .. _,ihu"", " .... "" .... ( .. 1t.c, II"} 

. , ,. ~ ,~ 

'J'.", In·' ',n I'JI'''' 
I 

• : I (J] " : 

,hlliR .19' ' 
111"." ".:'1'.1',', . • 

~\ , ·\llEVtii.'O'i'ib'N 1 COMOSIoRATt()* jJlJ'£,' ',' ~ 
.' 1· I,! I' ':n" 1 r', ,'r' ,\, "I 1;'''\ " ;" ... 1 ". "I, Int. 

Mr • .sHEB1ID4N ebSelWl!d,; ·,t,bat an bOlJorable ,be.>. 
z,net {Sir Wi11ialll Bolben} dislippr.ov.ed of miXing 
politiC$ with mligioo~; • and Ubther bQDOtable mem" 
ber's, abjedion was, thattbere.-wasalread!l" BCOlll" 
memoca~n,~ the Reovolutioo.. ,in wbat be'called 
the Liturgy.""TbilI a,ppeare4 ratheJ a.CliriOiD"oo. 
j.eotieD. Witb respeot,to keeping polities Gut ICIf the 
cbW'cb, he ow.d, that. j. olle, wiew it. !Sbould he 'so') 
i>ut. ~,it;i"e &a.unfit .thing fur the ,church tit 
~luww.I,eqre! itMt,,,bliptiOB~ ,\whioh : ao _, ~ 
puted IJG .be .VfOly -grf!"t. 8ftd tenGIlBi' He :thought 
~ if tb004 Wali lIIly.one poiRl;, which did the gr~ 
est iIoJlOl' t.e Ibllcburdi" it was tile chuck'. ha-rin~ 
be8Btilecitiefcausedfpt'OdJICiD-gthaheryRevointion 
"" which the hill !Went M eataWish tAecommem04 
~,1'bs enIy; :Objecti1m .... bicllae,~ Jbeiml 
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against the bill,' tfl8t' Wall of any weight, Wat that 
'Of taking 8 day of tbe week for tbe commemoration, 
aod ; making: . a neW' boliday; but a. tbe honorable 
gentleman, wbo .brougbt in tbe bill, bad expresJed 
himself willing to wave tbat point, and to take 
either .. tbe .. Sunday before theatb of November, or 
tbe. Snnday, nearest to the 11th of December, no 
ground for opposition remained. . . . : 

~ , I 

=== 
JUN. 14. 

'TOBACCO REGULATION BILi. 

: . ~ ;4". ~.i tM daN /Dr 1M IU<1IUl ~ -J tAU Jill ~ 
it .... read. it _ ~dI pIDIItd .. tkat 1M till be IMW iUUl.-
t '.' I" . ' 

Mr. SHElUDAlII observed, that he .bould not 10 
far trespass upen the patience of the hou&e at need­
lessIyto prolong the debate, if that could be called. 
debate, where objectioDl only were oft"ered from one 
side, and not one word of an.wer Wat given on the 
otber: He rose merely to make a lingle remark, 
wbich W8I, tbat if the bill W88 committed for the nest 
day, whatever time might have been given to the to­
baccidraden and mannfacturers to compreh .. nd the 
claU1e8 of the bill, parliamentary IIpeaking, no time 
had beeD allowed to the members of that boose to 
understand it. The bill bad beenbrougbt in onll 
two day. ago, .. andprinted for delivery that day ; Jt 
eonsisted of one bnndred and twenty-five pages, and 
DO geallemaD could, at •. glance, comprehend the 
Yari0JJ8.bearingw of a: bill 80 important JD its nature, 
and .0 Complicated and extensive in iill detail.­
Before it came into a committee, tbe membenof 
that boWIe bad • right to consider it, in all iU parts, 
to consult !he manofaetoren in penon, and to ac:­
quire a competeDt knowledge of the eotire mbjed. 
The right honorable gentleman had boated of hi& 
having seen and convened with the tobacco manu_ 
facturen of Scotland, London, and other plaee&. If 
he thought sw:h communications .abIoloteIy JleClel 
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sa!'Y' .before heh~ldhiniself j~stifi.ed jn fltating·the. 
prlDclple. an. d object lof: the bill to the "house, ... hy. 
should ,not the. members' of .that house; J>e allowe.d 
time .for equal preparatioD~ and for the acqui$itioll 
of the lame! ;extent, of inte1ligenCe~ Mr. Sheridan. 
therefore,.hoped that ther;right honorable gentlemaa 
would noha haStily forward the bill, but, that havin~ 
had it read a second time that day, ,he would not 
pre~ for the committee upon the ensulng.day ;., but 
would give tim~ fo! the petit~one!s . to prepare their 
'counsel, and to brIDgup thelr,wltneSses, who were 
'now npon the road:. '. ,.:, . .:.,;,' . 
. Mr. 'Pitt laid, tlwt .AIdemum Wat"", anti Mr. STltridtm Tulrl 

rtoted tlrat tM frlllllli 'CfJI1IfIIitted' mttre r_ ill Ihe art;"/. of 
tobl1<lco,tmllJIJfII.d 10 11111",," 111m tTunljrfl11l £300,000 10£500,000; 
IIIIIi 1M old'" oj the /till wru, toentI.a.orto rtCfIM' the' gnuter , 
part of that 111m, by ".enna tif the txcia. law" tInd bYIICr"""modati~' '''''''10 thatarliel.l whicA lIJIJIimi .... "'l1Y·admitied 1",," 'II' t . 
..mele oft/ZtMti ... : To._A 'fJpr;itU:ipl.,lMjrienlil'of'IMpU liti 
eredit imd· of 1M public.- aoJd!J, "could not' lVt'tly be' ilIcliti.d ", 
'Id.et; The UJOrthy MagiBtrtZt. _ the. way, IJfId the hDIIorable . 
gtfltiemo" wlra BJlok. last. had IIlid,' they tkouglafthat he· Il1isIud to 
IIhrid from disclwi.... tmd to fJOOid it .Ily yrocipitating tM 1Ji1l 
t""""gIo tM to!Rmitt .. ;r 'lhmi "'It /JII imputotiDfl M llwulll fl!J11J<al 
to the ",6er ..... of the house, ,Om!. ask them; when it IIJIJI COII8idmtl 
that counad ID<R tp~. Itrar4,. tInd ""i_ t.rmnimtl,1IIIIi that, .,.... 
ItfJlItrltfy tMrt IIJIJI IIOt a proba/ti/ity oj their doing mor. than Atar t. ill part tlie_ doy: wMher flu htilIg fJff.rioru to_1III 
"'quiry ilItl> 1M lUldetft ill the moot ciTcrJDutfJlltial· /md ~rmmaJ 
_ looked like II II1irJ& tl> IIIHIid its fair .di&crulimtlr Witla rrgard U' 
1M !tonorsbl. gmtkmmt~ intimstion, tlrat it WII8 flLCewzry for him,t!!. 
FUll sbout tM tl>Wll to COlI ...... with the m""ufa.tartr. of tobacCl>. if. 
he rmlIy WII8 ill 1ltlrIItIl, ""tllltritlusly imWd to 1eam informatitiil 
tr- them, the buI rIUId. of, flU' obtaining it would be for /oint t. 
"Ittnd AM duty in that house the ttt.R day, and lilt.,. a/J<Iitiwiy u . 
UaeCll"~","!~~r~,·' . ~'I.~;,:~· ~,'~" !!!,.-~ ',;~ ,11 

. Mr. SheridaIiobserved' (In 'answer to v;; Pitt)l; 
that he had said ihvaSnecessary to go intO' the com!. . 
inittee for' t~e purpose of enquiry: whereas. he m,nsi 
know 'that 'If the' members' 'of that house were not 
allowed time to read and imderstand the bill before . 
tbey .went into 'a 'cominittee,·theenquiry would 'ilU~ 
swer nopnrposewhatever:' 'Wb'ether theI'were t~ 
nln about the toWD after the' tobac'co manufacturers. 



lUI: the right honor-hi. gentlemail had cnellen to ealt 
it, was .nether matter. 'But'.moe he bad melt 
last, the worthy Magistrate behind bim bad e4ded 
.nether aod ~,very strong objection; end tbM "'at 
Be Iess thaa a .defiance to Bny member of that bouse, 
• particnlardescription of it obly excepted, to'lItaRd 
up end declare that be ; bad read tbe bill. Surely 
t~~ W~;Qil 'unanswerable' argument against pre. 
CIJ'ltat,on. ~ 0 • 

'Mr. Pilt ~ 'Iud "'"" IY&lII'tllll ".; ~ gl.tk-. .. " 
.... guuomt 'If mmWtn.ot bting prepant/. tire "'It '"!I fDmdd be III 
tlltend the t:DIIfIIIitIu. Willa rupu!l III the 'tDit_ ~ rfrt -fIe­
"'"'" ~ ..,.. therDflll. lite mMtUf-•• Dj LinuItnt Nul t1f'i. 
~ 1M opptJIitilna IQ 1M bill, IIIUIIIKIIIid, --F..WI". pr~ 
the ~ they fIli*d III u. umniMd; tnul 'If tAeir ialmtilna ,_ 
IIJ1f1IlIt tM bill, tJug Mt1. IJg publie llliotrlUntlmt.;" tJl1MII fttr6 

.... 1 .,.. .... gi«a ."'ice fill' juJ/ 1M .. fIItdu. lk /uipuJ. tIuIt ,tJJtle. 
_ tDD8ld fltttllll tJu ec "t".,1IJIuttewr -.m.,iAU ttJ lAiiIIItL_ 
it ..y;hl ____ ; IIIUl ituIud .,Aea llu ,*,,-il. period IIj ~ 
....._ et1tUi/.rrr4. M IIttndtl Wnk it Irjjrmg fIlil4 llu __ 
toiaral1j 11u ..... IJg tlJagizIg 1M g~ iaIII 1M etmailto fIIiIj 
1M bill • ......, IngtI' '*- - .,'" 'Y' 

o Mr. SberidaD replied, tbai'wltla regard, to the cOn. 
ftDience of the hoUle, he· dIougbt the right hoaor. 
able gentleman 'II'01Ild tensult: it more by gnirtg 
time for members to1lDderstaDci tbe bill. Mr. She. 
ridaB wa. pt'Ol'....ruug tu IUII1ftr }lr. Pitt, wllea 1wI 
WBII desired by the <::bair to _fine himself etrictI, 
to t!XJ>lanation. Mr. Sheridan then laid, that the 
right ~oDorableJentleman ~ ~tempted f:o ridi­
al1e b .. explaaatlOll; 10 ... hlcb, III explaaahOll, .be 
wished to stafle. dlat die rigllt hoDorabIe gad .... •• 
argument wa. perfectly ridiculous. [Here a great 
paR 'Of Ute house langhed.] Mr. Sheridan resumed 
Lis a~lJUInt once more, and, the hOliIe calling 
Chair! Chair! in whicb cry Mr. Pitt joined, and 
tbe Speaker thereupon again dMring ,t8at l\li. 
Sberidaa would confiDe binuelf ta explanation, 
:Mr. Sheridaa answered, that be' wooJd. take caN 
that in future the right honorable gentleman should 
be aaltricill confined to eltl'JanaUon, when he 
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Iipoke a8eCond time, as' he flu b~;.' Mr. ,Pitt 
bowed, and sat down.' , , ' , .' '. 

'. 
,"1 ' 

, REFORX ,011' ROYAL' SCOTCH IlURGBS. '! 

Mr. SHERIDAN, adv~rti~g 'k tbe case of the 
royaU~cotcb bnrgbs, beggoed,lea1l"tG remind tbe 
ho~se that tbe bill for bringin,g in of w, bic!l he lie­
signed ,to mOVe '~aS precise)y' o~ th~t ,nature 'w~icb 
the houSe bad gtven'leave ,"0 have Introduce" ID • 
t'or'meT session 'Of parliament ;. and 'aShe understood 
tbere was DO 'objecpim' to' the ptinCipleofit;' aD~ 
tbat tbose wbo meant to' oppose tbe bill. intended to 
make their- stand at the second reading, it waS un; 
neceSSliry for bim to trauble1be bouse wjt~' more than 
a very re~ word9~ jnst to state thatthe conduct oftlui 
town councils of the several roya'l burghsot Scotland,. 
as it now prevailed, was not more contradiciory Jo 
their original'Cbartef than I repo~aDt to every nne 
'bftho~e principles ~f justice' 'and ~rdprit't:+ 'to which 
men, 'of a delegatell \Tust;'onght strictly to adhere. 
On the second reading of the biUlui would fully 
slate the objects 'of It,' and the' 'reasons why the 
~ean!t 'Of 'IIttainin.l~ those objects ~hicb fbe bill pr~ 
vlded, 'Were by hIm deemed such as thE< house.ought 
to 1I1!0pt; for'the'present,' he considetedit ali "Uffi-
t:ient to move " " '"., ,.,,' , " . , , . , 

" .. That leave be' given to bl'iti~ 'in II. b1n' fot rep 
Jating the mtemidgovemment of'tM r6yal ~urgb. 
in Scotland.... " ' .,' . , " . • 

. _ , , ' . J\ , .. '" ,., 

" Mr. DrmtIu pet1/IJrkul IMt, rt.In'fIing Aim«lf JorajwJure·."... 
'fomily, TIe IfImdd ;,oro, only du;/sr. lOOt .. A""",.,. ITIe Aonor~ 
-gmt'- _ jtmtItwd witll Air mumu Jar 'hin~ ,TIe bill tuirM­.we. _ tialM ..... __ ~ 6y .... ...".,.",..,. tD ~ 
1M ~rif tllefYIJIlllllurglu,!/ SGD'ioIul,1IrIaUft itut_~ 
1!Inintmupltd/y ._ Iinee tIIe!/t117 1>400 i 1M """'t ought, ""r *' 
i:oRtiaut: lIeWDldd beroady to Dllign AirrtllM1llfardifftringfDtally 
• cp;.. Jr- tilt ~le pttl<fIUIII 'tIpOll W""dUII. ' Be 



Itt1pt4. thtftjlWt. tluzt ITre MMriWk Ketll1emim !iould """'" II Ftrilt 
tltig ftll' tlu remul rttuIinG. and Itup 10 II"" dog wken lu Iuul ftDIII<d 
-iI. tIuJt the biIJ miglll,.., be kept "",,~ ill the vitJtl .. II "",II.,. 
IN TEEEOREH. 

Mr. Sheridan answered, that the right honorable 
and learned gentleman had no occlI8ion to be in such 
very great haste, became he ought to recollect 
that tliey had waited a good while for him, while he 
was canvassing in Scotland. 

If. .' .•• I I: I 

. r 
RBVOLt1TION COl!rL\lEMORA.TION BILL • 

. Mr. ,Sheridan' agreed cojlletell :with tbe hCk 
norablegentleman (Mr. J. • Browne), tbat the 
fittest time to establish a commemoration of the 
Revolution was, when parties, otherwise opro-ite~ 
concurred in endeavoring whicb should best, com. 
memorate tbat importaut event. ~But he dilfered 
from the wortby baronet (Sir Joseph Mawbey) in 
one respect. because, 80 far from thinking tbe gen,. 
tlenien on the otber· side would not .ubscribe to 
their column, tbeyreckoned on their· mbscribing 
largely, as they were, ready to mbscribe to thea 
tbanksgiving; but from what the honorable baronet 
had !!Rid in favor of their column plan. .hould there 
be a deficiency, they bad now Jearnt that they might 
look up to him for large resources. 'Vitli regard 
to the trouble the bill would give the parson., when 
it . was considered how eaentiaUy benefitted the 
church had been by the ReYolutioo, it mrely could 
not be improper to oblige the ministen of it once a 
year to put themselves, 118 well a8 tbeir congre­
gations,. in mind of thai event, from· which th. 
church had derived mch very important advantages. 
~ to whether the wording of the preamble .hould 
lltand. as the amendment bad been first proJ)Olllld 
by an honorable gentleman neal' him, or woetLer it 
should run " .T~at God'. providence upon the vir. 
1uOUB dorts of our aneeston, Sec. &c." Mr. She­
ridan said, appeared to him to be a matter of 
immaterial signification ; and the ~tending about 



Buch a triBe, reminded him. if it were not thought 
ioo ludicrous'a comparisoldol! theocClISion, of wbat 
Dogberry said !n Sbakespe~re'8 ,plarof" .Much 
Ado about Nothing,":wben '!il, tbe eX,llmlDationof 
Conrade 'and Bor!,-chuj, he says,'~ Wnte God first; 
for God, defend, but' God should" go before such 
villains."" I"'" " ,", ' , 

. , , ' . 

n. biIl .. a, diru:tul !D be reporlt¢ '!" 111£ ~911J. ! 
" t, 

, , •• ~ _. I 1 

BILL FOR' REGuLATING ,ROYA.L,$COTC~ 
, " BOROUGHS. " ' 

. ,.""" . 11 . ,',. -', ". 
, Mr. SHERmA1i brought in tb!S bill for regulating 
the royal Scotch borougb~", whwh, was , read a, first 
time, and upon motion ordered to, be read,a second 
time. 
,Sir Jama JoI&rutoM kl~ that IIIt/Ch reform' lDaflDtmte4 ill 
Scotlmod. but ill • -vly ofparticrllorl that riform which ,11£ bill 
Iuld aut IDQI nudlal: aiul. thertflM. ...u... tlI£, honaroble gentle­
I11/III would IIJY. that 11£ imroduced tlI£ bill merely to amoue t1l£ r.o-, 
snd did wan """",Iy to wgt it. 11£ would eourat t1l£ howe; , . ' , 

Mr. Sheridan assured the honorable' baronet, that 
he had not brought, in the bill merely to amuse tb. 
house, but witb a serious intention' of, endeavoring 
to get it passed into a law. ' He hoped, tberefore, 
that the honorable baronet would, not put an end to 
it; aud interrupt the, other important, business of the 
day, by counting the house. If the,wortilybaronet 
could prove that the grievance complained of did 
not exist, let him come to the point, and do 80 on 
the second reading. ,The petitioners for the bill 
were ready to prove every fact which the bill h1ated 
as an existing evil. 

$"". Jamu JoA.rutlme 1JfIIWt:retl, thot 11£ tmdtrllood it lDaf not 
IIBUal to put /III end to /I lJiU in tM ill,,!! that 11£ hod prt1pOle4: snd, 
thtrift1f'O. 1M IunuwYlbIe ~1eJIIIIII might COIIIinu to _ '"""'If 
ad II!. howe willa tile .ill_fertl daY' longer., , I , , 
;,' lo: 



., . 

TOBACCO: REGtJUTION BILL;' ,., . , 

., ,Mr. Sherid~ qbstlrved that, considering thegre~ 
ness of the sulUet:t, it was extremely to be ]amented, 
that it bad, been brought forward eo near the dose 
of the 8es~lon. when unfortuately eo much of the 
essential business of the session was before the houle. 
In eo thin a hOUle, the bin coold not meet the at­
tention which its importance deserved; and. there­
fore. as gentlemen did not like the trouble of at­
tendance to hear the examination oC witnesses. he 
wished that the right,honorablE! gentleman ,(Mr. 
Pitt) would allow .th4 evide\lce of each day to be 
printed. day by day •. that the members of the houtle 
might have an opportuni~ oCknowing what passed. 
ILnd enable themselves folly to understand the 8ub~ 
jed, before it became nece88ary to vote npon it. . 

Mr. Pitt IItbtritktl, t1IIIl it fINIII14 lie ~1g idle til tdtempt 
... p.-. till ttf ... ..,-'" 1M _, fIIiI'-t m±rrorinK 
III IaIl '" lIMe it perjfd/y -rf, ... rt0.4. H. 1Mul_ dtntbt, ltinii­
....... III to 1M ~ t!f P' hiIiA€ IM~. Ug'" dq. ,.. 
_,. II pM Mol" _ ~ -Jr.-Iy Mltinaii., nwI­

I!ZIIIJIinaIilJlt, it."".., ... -.y M!I -,IM infor-tlM til flu 
........... if""..,;,imee ",tile fIIiI_ - priIIWl6if- tIIq W 
......... _tbred. J:h Iuul .. o/du:tiJm to ~ tile ~ 
,. fut,. tile • ltd .... " .... ___ r_"""': til! .. u to 
~~ ~ "ffJi«ttt ,., /w ptt-' ,. .. f+ 1m....""., 'II 
it" /Itjt1rf 1M rpt ICNI'-U. _ . 

Mr. Sheridaa &D8 .... ered. that tbe right honorable 
geatleman's mode of printing the evidence would 
equaUy satisEf him. 
. . , 
f<-"""""'-~" ......... tile ~ tu{j0lll'Jld. 

JULY L 
NEWSPAPER. DUTY BILL. 

0. ~ ,.. rAe ... rrbidm~ _til . ... .rr- lt1uIIag lflii 
_ F"l' .... to rrMlfqr ~ Mr. Pitt "* a4 .,;pp.taIiI. . 

. Mr. SuzamAII eGU8idered it _ • prilleip1e toe 
erroneous to be introduced merely (or the lake ef lIB 



advllntage 8() extrellleltvtrivial~ Jle was a friend tG 
newspapers" pot merery beclluse they bJa:l8Ded forth 
the virtues of. tb.) present adminibtFatio~ hut.,,, lle­
CIttl8e they proc\aimetl their actions. He wa~ glad 
they w~lUld state tbatthere- was 8() thin 'a.D attend­
ancewheif the most, 'impo'rtant business 'was 'be'Qr~ 
the house. He accused the Chancellor of'the Ex­
chequElr'8Hhecause or the thin attendaltlle';-by'wil­
folly and systematically putting olf the publio busi;' 
neNS I till that ' penod "of the' session. The right 
bODMa-hie gentleman' bad said,' that those who let 
oot newspapers' derived tWCll'arts of theil' li.elihOl'li 
from newspapers, 'tbe; one for 'their 'loaD; 'the other 
from their sale; and, therefor~,"the< clause' would 
not take away their livelihood.. It would neverthe­
less take away one part of their livelihood. It was 
soothing one set of men for ,oppressing them, by op­
pressing another; and as the hawkers and pedlars 
Wf:re sacrificed to the shopkeepers, so 'now the 
newsmen were to' be sacrificed to the newspaper 
printers.Mr, Shetidarl declared himself against the 
tax itSelf, which he thouD'nVinjudicious; uecause it 
would be unprod~ctive.· 'Be lamented the abnse of 
the presS;, ~t thoogbt that it I!honld not be checke<\ 
in lucb a maDD.el'.. The Jaws. of tbiseOUD'1'J a.f~ 
forded every maa who' was injured by . the: press 
ample f(il~re~s. and it oultbt not to be in ~he power of 
lUiol.$tel'$oPy wJ...easonablo impositions., to lpadit 
act, as effectually to pre¥ent ita e¥e~ise.' ,.Tbeaddi.. 
tional tax on advertisemeobt was higblyinjudiciOUtt, 
aud would l'l'ove a 105$ rather than an advantage to 
the I."IIvcnue, l~ Watl, QOt. the casual advertilers, sucJl 
as tbe want of a hone, the sale of a chaise. t. 10M 
of a 'Watch, who wel'C1 to be looked Uj to J bot the 
staple advertiserS,. the· auctiOneers an . booksellers? 
thB latter allotted ., g\vea sum for adv8\"tising a.c> 
«»'Cling to the primef u.. book r _d if~ by i. 
creasing the charge of each advertisement," the 
giTeILSU., _wd, pay .£01': . .-0 1PlMly,.dv~~nta 
8ba~ of "whot.it would .,fQ~erly. &tI~ ... pwlj~. 
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must, consequently, lose in proportion as the num­
ber of advertisements diminisb. 

C.lotul Pllippl lunting _lud. tlud if tlu Mnorab1e gmllmum 
rmndd tako tlu trwbl. to rtad I11U of tlu '-"'1'aperI of tlie III8lIJng 

. thy. Iu rmndd pereeit1. tlud IIu arr;umenu IIad mnt ~ tlum bem 
_ertd btfort Iu mlertd tlu Iunue, /nul.."tmdtd tlud tlie iIu:rr4. of 
dutJl 011 tIu adwrtiMmmll rmndd tUJt tlar_ their numlJer. 

Mr. Sheridan answered, that ·he wonld certainly 
.. look the next day to that miraculous paper. the 

honorable gentleman talked of, but be did not be­
fore know that the Hibernian journal was printed in 
London; and no other paper he shonld have con­
ceived would have made ,him answer )lrguments 
which he had never heard. 

7lie eommittte dirided; IIJI" 29: .." a 

JUI.Y II. 
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'<tiples f,f tbebo~Orable baronet,'is i to'Test' aBSUrea 
tbat he would not oppose 'anY' measure,.~~cll he 
"thought calculated to answer tbe end of ClVll liberty. 
-'l'behonorable' baronet ,thought the 'grievances 
~hich' the bi1l 'went to remedy,' were'only imlf­
'ginaty-; but he had stated a variety' of othergriev­
ances which he knew fo exist with respect to 'Scot­
'land in general; 'and which, instead of being all argu­
"1Dent llg'ainst the bill, afforded a strong prestimptior\,. 
'that the grievanees of which' ~hepromoters' of the 
/hill complained existed also., He hoped, therefore, 
-the honorable baronet would suffer the bill to' go to 
'& 'OOmmittee,wbere" alone he cooIa be satimed tJr 
"proof, that grievlmces whi1:h he conceived to 'be ima­
.ginary did exi~t, and called loudly (or' redress.­
Before entering on the bill, he would say' a few 
words of thepetition~' Bnd-the manner in which 
;they ;had proceeded. The business had been taken 
lIP, four years ago, bY' peJ'80ns of the' first credit 
,and respectability in the' different boroughs;' and 
conducted since that time with peculiar ~emperand 
perseveraDe~ " They had corresponded, they had 
met and 'consulted on the most constitutional mode 
of applying for redres8; they had resorted ton!) 
-improper or' inflammatory means. ' 'This, 8urely, 
'''''Blnot the conduct 'of bad 1Iubjects, 01' men who 
,were enen:'ies' to tegularity' and goodgovemme~t; 
Of fiftY-lilx boroughs" fifty-two bad concurred In 
the application to parliament t and of these, all the 
,burgesses, ,but those who were in' the practice of 
'abuse, and derived a benefit from it. ,'Their petition, ' 
,signed by nine thousand }:ersoDll, certainly proved 
'that they complained justly, and they wished only 
-for aD opportunity ilfsubstantiating their complaints. 
The first object of the biU 'WI18, to provide a remedy 
for, the want or a judicature, before which the ma. 
gistrates should be compelled to produce their ac­
'connts ; 'and the: secon~. was to prevent the magis­
trates from electmg their own body. one set at -,:re­
Jlent chusing another in regular lIuccession, The 

VOL. II. P' 
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consequence of this abU8e was • waste of public 
money, an oppressive exercise of nsurped power, and 
Ilt'bitrary impositions arbitrarily .evied by imprisou. 
ment and otber penalties. These were natural con •. 
sequences. . Whenever there 11'81 power without 
responsibility, there would be abuse. This was the 
ordinary course of thingl, and he wished it not 
to be otherwise, but to stand a8 an important lelllOo 

• to mankind, not to grant power, without establish.. 
ing the means of punishing the misU8e of it. OB 
this obvious prinCIple, the abuse!! in the internal 
government of the Scots borough. were easily traced 
to their &Ource; the perpetuity of the Ame junto of 
magistrates. . and the burgesses having no meana 
of redress or control. Forty of the charters. 
copies of which were before tbe house, contained 
.Clauses favorable to the rights of tbe burgesses, Dnd 
only five to the assumed rights of tbe magistrates; 
therefore, no inDovation was proposed. The char­
ter of Stirling had been newly modeUedby IIr. 
Dundas, in the manner which he conceived to be 
. most advantageous. The plan establi.hed (or 
Stirliug was very nearly tbe same with that now 
proposed for the otber borongru.;, and what the 
learned and rightbonorable gentleman had thoogla 

· good, (or one, be must, if he acted consistently, 
approve of (or the whole. He was ready to malee 
out as strong a case, and to prove abuses as ftagrant 
.. had beeu tbe grouud of reforming the borough of 

· Stirling. Tbe honorable baronet bad admitted, 
, that the magistrates ought to IICC01IDt (or the publie 

money; yet, there was no judicature before wbich 
they could be called to account; Reither by the 
Court of Session, the Exchequer, nor the Con .. eo­

-tion of Delegates. The latter, indeed, would be 
.• very impe1:fect remedy, if it exiSted; for, it. w .. 

. DOt to be supposed that those who were in the prac­
.tice of abuse theuuelves, would be 'Very ready to 
prononnce against those who were .imilarly Il4(­
ensed. '1'0 prove that the Euhequer had no juri~ 
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diction, Mr. Sheridan read an opinion of the" court, 
solemnly disclaiming' it od' a 'case -brought' 'before 
them ; and 'declared, ,that"be was 'ready" 'to joiii 

'issue with those gentlemen wbo bppused the bill, wn 
the single· point, that no 'competent judicatllr~ to 
tbat effect existed in Scotland. It was Dot neces­
lary to waste time in debating on'the subject I gen. 
tlemen might'make theinselves' masiers'- 'of it, by 
reading the publications respecting it, wbich were' 
written in a very able manner on the' part of tbe 
reformers, and had not been, in any degree; an:' 
swered by their opponents. These not depending on 
hypothetical argument; but foullde~ on' facts, . an~ 
confirmed by' proofs, would convince any person 
who took the'trouble of perusing them with atten~ 
tention, that the grievances complained of' were not 
imaginary, :and that the remtidy' proposed was not 
an innovation, but' agreeable to the ancient rights 
and privileges of, the boroughs. Was th'e case 
otherwise, it' would become the wisdom of parlia.:. 
ment to extend to Scotland those advantages of 'the 
constitutioD.ofEngland; 'which it did' not possess 
by it.s-OWDJ;~.·. '1','< " I I'; . i . . I •.• 

. ' Sir JIJfIIU JoAiuoK obitrotd, tlud the Cow't of Ezcheguti- jlllUld 
tlud il po ... ...d no jutUdiclion OIl.,. the. bort1UgM, by /J f1IIjjoritg . of 
_judge onlg. ofler uwciling- illwo Autll/"ed g_& . ,', 

Mr. DundIl. rtmarked. thot tho Aonorobl. gentlfl1lDn who hotl. 
takm ufJOD/ti .... 1f lho ta8k of reforming the royal burShl of Scot. 
Itmd, hod latdy argtud tho impropritty of brillging Jorword bu.,j. 
II ... of public imporlance lit 10 iIIl. /J period of the 1U8itm. On thia 
growul. I .. took it for g .... tt.tl, tilat Ae ..... not 8eriou8 in the ,...... 
fJOBilion he hod llUbmilted to the """"'; . tmd tlud the grinHmCtl c ....... 
plm",d of ...... not of lUCk an imporlont nature. a. to claim """h of 
tho 'ottmtion of porli .... enl.' It WIJI nol /J lilll. remarkable, that 
tlwugla there appeared,. occa8ionoUy, a -.iderobl. difference of 
1"'/ilical opinion among t/we gmtkmm whorepruml.d thenar/hom 
pm·t oj thl kingdom, yet. _. of tAml could be found to uporue tho 
CiIUI< of reform: but lorgetting tho unimosilk, of party. they hod 
t:tmfethmtedlor 'ho1""J'O'< of opprt"'''g the poor /mrgmu of Scor •. 
1mId • . Thl 60rwrabh gent"""'" (Mr. Sheridim) hod tAerrfore M 
.. kctetl a. thechompion who _1o ........ themjrorA!hI DpfJI'<IIiqu 
under which they hod .. ltmg lalloured; but. a. he could ""t t1JJ~ 
guirr lIiI krtoIDletlge of tho aubj.ct jrorA mcal acguointlJlU% with thl 
_utry. /J lon, clJtaIDp of their ... J1PIII'tl "" .... NO" hot!. ..... 

1'2 
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publUlud for flu Iummlbh gentltflllJ7I'. ",,,",,,,,ion: ..ul lu _ 
eom. jOf'lDlJrd fl'iIh "' .. limpTe prDJIDIUil7ll, t'~ oldta of ",lIich .. '" 
to _Ium and ytptBllhe ",holt _oruIituli07l oj the royal burg'" '.J 
Scotland, talablUlred for jl7lJt' I.st/drtd !lttIN. 

. Mr. Sheridan requested the indulgence of lbe 
hoose, wbile he made a few ob!lervation. on th. very 
unfair aud illiberal manner in which the right ho­
norable aud learned gentleman (Mr. Dundu) had 
argued the question. Mr. Sheridan here empbati­
(:aUy said, that as he intended, on a fulure occwrion, 
to adopt the idea luggested; of moving for a com­
mittee of enquiry, he would not thea iosiat 011 di. 
\'iding the house; but he would aSlUre the right 
honorable and learned gentleman, that relying on 
the ability, the 'pirit, and perseverance of tholll! 
who did him the honor of entruating their caoae to 
him, no exertion of hie should be wanting to 8C'o 

complish the great object which he bad in "jew. 
The rigbt bonorable and learoed gentlemaD bad, 
very nncandidly, thrown out hints, a. if he 11'81 Dot 
&erious in the cause; and tbat be bad takeD it up 
for DO other reasoD bat to coort popularity. It had 
been tbe D8oallangoage of that bouse to impute DO 

either motives to gentlemen, than what their actionl 
justified. Perha)M, the right bonorable aod learned 
gentleman jodged of bim from hi. OWD practice. 
He assured him, however, that be \11'81 not am­
bitiOUl of having statuea erected to commemorate 
his !aboon; but he shonld alway. lend bit aid to 
the removal of oppression, come from what quarter 
it might. It would be a fortunate circnllllltance, if 
the rigbt bonorable and learned gentleman, 81 tbe 
Mini~ter of Scotland, enjoying 88 be did the /'.006-
dence of the right honorable gentleman (Mr. Pitt), 
'Would employ a little of 1m inBuence, in endeavour­
ing to extend the blessings of civil liberty, instead 
of parliamentary jobbing and J:!~:cal intrigue. 
Mr. Sheridan admitted that the . ell of the re­
form bad been delayed to a later period of the 881-
.ion than he conld bave wUohe.i; but if from that 
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eircumstance tbe right honorable and learned gem­
tleman argued tbat be was not seriol1s, what opinion 
must be entertain of hi. right honorable friend lleQ 
him, (Mr. Pitt). ·wbo, at the same period of the 
RessioD, had brought forward a $llbject of so much 
magQitude and importance as a general exciae OD 
.obacco? To those who contended that the griev. 
ances of which he complained wertl imaginary, the 
"est answer he could give was, that all he desired 
was to be permitted togo into a proof of them; 
and for that purpose, if it WIJ,lJ judged too late to 
,-ndertake it in the present session, he certainly 
would bring forward that question early in thene1t. 
A~ t.o the plll'liamentary reform, to which the right 
honorable and learned gentleman had alluded,·ba 
ought, with ooe Zeno, to have mentioned one Wit .. · 
1iam Pitt, and one Duke of Richmond, advocates 
fol' that salutary measure. The case of the burgh of 
Stirliug, Mr. Sheridan eonsidered as an nnansw('l'. 
8bl~ argument in his favour; and if the right ho .. · 
Dorable and learned gentleman had no desire to en~ 
quire into the success of his own good works, 'he 
would venture to inform him, fr()m authority, t"at 
the town of Stirling, in it. trade and manufactures, 
had atill the benefit of its new constitution, and it 
comprehended nea1'ly all that he desired. He WaS 

not surprised that he should object to ~I)nual dec~ 
tions i he believed that it would be more conSllnaot 
to his political opinions, if the magistrates and coup. 
cils were to be elected for life; I!nd to preven~ tl)at 
dissipation and debauchery which he hall mentioned 
as the evil cousequences of a generQ,1 election, he had 
not a doubt, but to 'obviate the~e evils he wonld 
give his consent to a perpetual parliament. As to 
the aunual amount of the revenuea of the: burghs, 
though one hundred thousand pllunds mlgnt "ot 
appear to be a very large SlJln in the eye$ or t~«; 
right honorable and learned gentlemQ,IJ; 1~ alJloun~ 
and value ought to be estimated from it~ relation tq 
the general source of the whole, and in> pro}lQrtioD 
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as they were acanty; that, in bis opinion, was aD 
additional reason to put an end to the abuse and 
mismanagement of the little they poBseBsed. The 
right honorable and learned gentleman Wal mi ... 
taken, if he imagined, that because he opposed the 
bill, he sbould have tbe members for Scotland on 
his side. He was happy to find the sentimentll of 
many of those gentlemen favorable to the bill, and 
he had not a doubt of their support. Mr. Sheridan 
said, that in alluding to tbe annnal' conYentioD of 
delegates, he did not mean to reSect on any of 
them individually; hut 88 that a8sembly wu ch~ 
by those who were accused of delinquency, they, 
by hlsving a common burgh interest, were certainly 
not the fittest persons to enquire into abuses, which 
it W8S their interest to conceal. He concluded with 
declariug hi. siucere conviction of the troth of 
"every fact he had stated; and if on a future day; 
he should be so fortonate as to prevail in the cause 
which he had undertaken, that day he should 
c:onsider 88 one of the proudest and happiest of 
his life. 

!tlr. DInuJu fJ1IIItJtTed. tlud .. Ata tlu """","abk K",tTmum flrll 
_i01l<4 tD m. .. intmliOfl sf .",;,.~ tIlL bill, Ai lind ",/",.",.4 
.. IlL IIuttdd ~ it, .. __ sf 1M irrrptl6tiJ!/af .. ~­
~ ia • till, ",;u"., ~ • ,. .--. .....ntke U tIIf'Urr ;au 
lite /..m UfIIJIw-l if. Tlie "-.bk gnott- I11III tDI4 -. 
tIwI if """"d "'" be U1IIJjd ill '"- to ta/u tlud liM of Dl!ltditnJ: 
...... IlL IuMI rrplWI, """ lie «I'tJtiaJy ""*Id, .. lie A.tI _ 
.",... it ~Ig. 

De patiMtJor ~iat: 1M .az _ flLPliw4 tI1it1IoIlt • tli-....... " 

JULT 10 • 

• 0nON '0& ... COJlKlTTE. 0' ft!'II"'Ji'CE. ". 

Mr. SHERIDAJi' now rose and introduced the 
poiutll which led to bis intended motion (or a com­
mittee of finance, with the remark, that consider"; 
ing the importance of the" busines8, ~ the cliscwi.," 

• • • J _ .. .'. , 
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sion of.'wbich he was about to enter; he felt 'tbat" 
he -ougbt to bave'submitted it to tbe house itt' an 
earlier period ofthe session, when a fuller atfendanc~' 
of members migbt have been expected;andthos8" 
who did attend, migbthave been more disposed 
to beltow on it tbat degree of attention,'wbich 'an 
inquiry of so much importance to themselves, their! 
constituents, and the nation at large, demanded .. 
That be had not done so, wa.~ owing to a .right bo-l' 
norable gentleman, (Mr. Pitt J who, according' too ' 
his usual custom, bad deferred opening tbe budget; 
till a period of the session, which he thought likely" 
to render' any subsequent examination of his own' 
statement of the finances impracticable.' 'After! 
this and other 'necessary steps of. moving • ,fof" 
papers and' accounts had, been taken, yesterday 
'Was' fixed on as the day; and he had come' down,' 
with his head full of figures a few minutes, after' , 
four, but, unfortunately, the Speaker bad entered' 
into 6 previons calculation; and finding a deficit' 
of members, a deficit which he could noti help 
thinking ominons of a deficit in the finances ~ he 
executed his duty, 'and adj~lirned tbehouse. ,The' 
surplus of members, now be was speaking, was' no~ , 
great-he 'Was afraid the snrplus' of the, revenue' 
would be less. By the' delay of a few days, 'which , 
he had agreed to, that the Chancellor of the Ex;" 
cbequer might not be deprived of 'tbe assistance of' 
his right honorable friend (Mr. Greuville)who had' 
beeu chairman of tbe committee of accounts in 1786, 
some advantage had been obtained,' inasmu'ch IW' 
it had given tim~ to move for addi.tional papers to' 
correct tbe errors of those for wblch be had for .. 
merly moved. He could not, however, see the' 
reason why the Chancellor of the Exchequer sbould' 
have been so anxious for the assistance of his 'right ' 
honorable friend, since any other member of the 
committee might have been able to explain 'and 
defend the report; imd since the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer bimself, who had adopted the princi-
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pier and ths calc!llation8 of the report. might have 
bj!en lIupposed to be fully master of what he had 
thu5 made his Qwnp and capable of refuting any, 
objections that could be ur~ed against it. Had th., 
budget beea op ... ned"88 It certainly might have· 
been, before tbeSpeaker was voted into the chair" 
the. Chancellor of the Exchequer mUllt have beeD 
deprived of the· a8sistaoce of his right honorable. 
friend, whl' must have remained mute and im­
moveahle iu the chair, like a magician tired of his. 
own spell; without the power of suceouring his' 
friend,. whatever might have been his dilltre88,· or 
however loudly he had invoked hi. aid. The right· 
hOlWra~le gentleman was now advanced from the 
dignity of Speaker. to quote tbe language of •. 
noble marquis Dear him, to the higher dignity of 
Secret:u-y of State; and not only to that, but also 
to the pOlt of Deputy Cbancellor of the ExcbllCJuer.· 
His right; honorable friend, t.'1king esampJe from. 
the. U pi¥erlitl whicb he repre.ented, conceived 
there ought to be a Chancellor of the Exchequer 
to enjoy alt the honor lIud the patronage of the 
oBice; ~nd II Vice-Chancellor, to take upon bim. 
the labor aud the drudgery of inveHtigating ae­
counts. ,Much as be respected the abilities of the 
right bouorable gentleman wbo bad been 10 eam­
estly called to office i he was uot afraid to encou",," 
ter them OD tbe present occasioa. Standin~ ... h. 
did 00 figures and fair indisputable calculatJOll. he 
dr.eaded 110t the opposition of the first ahilitiu, 
wlte~her separate or conjoined. 

Upoothis accasioo, he .bould UlJDD14l III a lead­
iog' principle, wbat he wp~d would not b •. 
denied;--that tbe.tate of the finances ough~ to be 
fally uamioed, and fairly made hOWD to the 
C8aDtry; that w~rder ... confirm in the mind. of 
t11epeople tb~ ~ODfidence in the legislatore, wbich 
olone alIJI4 makethelD cheerfully IlUbmit to tbe. 
bunlen. imposed apo;. them, they ought to be 
IIlWe /l£qU,.in.ted with tJlc fall e~ 0( abe public. 



1789.] 217'! 

debt, revenue, and expeoditure;'and, instead'ofbe;f 
in~ imposed by flattering prospects and tempoming 
projects, have their true lituation; at once, laid, 
before them. ,If it shonid be maintained that thel'8l 
ought to be delusion, that the-people, to be induced:. 
to bear, must never be permitted to judge'; what he; 
had. to offer would be impertinent. But ifitwBS 
o,nC.e admjtt.ed there ought to be a puhljcinvestiga .. , 
tion of the public revenue, there conld he no diffi,.'. 
culty in repeating. that 60rt of inqniry which had.· 
beeu made before I examining how far former cal. 
cnlation8 had been verified by experience; and ma,.;i 
king, if necessary, Ii Dewltatement of the publim 
resources, lind the public expenditure. Ho,dUl lIot, 
propose ,to do this, because, he thought the .lIc,ulb 
of the enquiry would afford cause for dOlpGndeDee.f 
'file resource. of the cOIIntry, he ,was persuaded,; 
were mope than equal to1tS burden.; ·the 00111 
danger wal in_hunning enquiry. in ~ndeavoring ,tw 
glos. over the one, and l1eglecting to draw' forth thaT 
other.... He did Dot mean to RKcribo the least blRQl8I 
tf} the Chancellor of the Exchequsi", forendeav~Pingr 
to begin the liquidation of the public deb't in 1786 j' 
what hehlamed Willi, that when he came to windi 
up the expenses of the war, he Iwd not fortitude, 
and Ilandor to state the account fairly •. At tlie end; 
of & war,. which, though expensive and partly' UIl'" 

succllSiful, bad been glorious-which bad diaplaye4' 
the power and resources of the nation_which had! 
exhibited it. contending againat the united force of. 
FraDce, Spain, and Holland; repelling their at.. i 
tack., andacllttering their fleta; the people bad; 
intrepidity and ~ patriQtilllD enough to look ,theilr 
true ·litoalion in. the face. and· to 'BUbmit to· 
taxe.'l. necessary to maintain a peace· ~stablish.o 
ment, pay the interest of their debta, and 1'I'C)ooi 

vide.. turpllls for their gradual liqllidation.' But 
when. they fOllnd. sfter being told that they had· 
luch '& lIurplus, and after four !fIlU8 of· profound 
pJl~ :that iJlstead of reducing their apBDsOIr 'they' 
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must bear Dew taxel to pay the interest of fresh 
loan_they· must lose all confidence in' the right 
honorable gentleman, in whom their confidence 
had been 10 gratuitonl and unbounded-tbey mnst 
lose all confidence in the govemment-allconfi­
dence in their own representative8, and look upon 
themselves in the light of being deceived, Bnd op­
pressed. Granting that a change of administration 
had taken place, on an occasion when, they all reo 
collected, it was generally expected ;-what would 
have been the effect of- tbis deception ?-The people 
had been told that they had an annual million lur­
plus; they· were incessantly told, he would not .ay 
from authority, bnt by all the ministerial printe, that 
they might look for another million IOrplu.; and 
the delU8ion was stiJJ further increased by the mi­
nister himself, who had repeatedly Rid, that an 
extraordinary, and unforeseen expense of 600,000/. 
'Would be defrayed witbout any extraordinary IInp. 
ply. Tbis 80m, in four yean, was ooly 100,000/. 
a year; and to compare the revenue of a nation, . 
with that of an individnal i-if a person, with an 
estate of 16,000/. a year, should not be able to bear 
lID uoforeseen expense of )601. a year, hi. expenses 
must be very -ill accommodated to his income, or be 
must be a very bad economist. Soch. however, 
was the case:-wbeo the Chancellor of the Exche­
quer stated tbis &Dm as part of the expenses of the 
year, he bad never lBid'that an extraordinary lOP. 
ply would be wanted on aecount of iL On the con­
trary, he bad remarked, he was happy to find that 
DO extraovdinary IOpply would be nece8llBry ; wbich· 
meant, if it meant any tbiog', that tbe revenue 111M 

IIIJfficient to provide for tblB 80m and the e:mylu 
million also. Suppose then a change of mimlJtry 
to have taken plare, the Duke of Portland to have 
been appointed First Lord of the Treasury, and 
John Cavendish to have testified his zeal for the 
public service. by undertaking tbe office of Chan_ 
c;elJol' of the Exchequer, and tel have come to par-
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liament to propose a: loan for' ,thisextraOl'dinary 
exp~nse, and taxes to pay .tbe interest, as his fir~ 
officIal act; what would have been' the cons",", 
quence? Nothing would have heen heard but cia .. 
mor.-" Mr. Pitt," it wonld have been echoed from 
one end of the kingdom to tbe other, •• kept' up' 
public credit, and provided a surpluS; these ment 
borrow money, lay taxes, and squander tbe revenUe: 
by anticipation." Bad tbey done what it would< 
have been their duty to do j- had they stated. oncll' 
for all, the true situation of tbe finances; borrowed' 
whatever 811ms it might bave appeared necessary 
to borrow, and imposed taxes to pay the interest~ 
the clamor against them would have: been 'mucb 
greater. Had tbey done, on the other handpwh.u. 
some people would have thougbtmore for. their' 
own convenience; had they temporized with ,tbs: 
state of the Dnances; bad they eked them out by­
expedients, and thereby continued the delusion; tbe' 
deception must have gone on till it was too gross ta 
be . concea1ed~the bubble must bave burst at' last,' 
and all confidence in parliament would have bee. 
lost.,. " ,. " ',' 

After this exordium, which Mr. Sheridan con.' 
tended was not extraneous matter; he stated tbe; 
four propositions, in fact, founded upon the report! 
of the, select committee. They were in substancea. 
follows :_ " ' ',," 

That the report of, the committee, appointed, iu 
1786, to examine end state the ,several account. 
relating to tbe public income and expenditure rand' 
to }'eport the probable amount of the income and 
expenditure in future, does not appear to han beell' 
founded in fact, nor verified by experience.' '1'; 

. ,That for the three last years, the expenditure hu 
exceeded the income two millions, and may be ex..! 
pected to do 80 for tbree years to come. ," 

That no rrogrel!S bas hitberto been made;ill the 
reduction 0 the public debt. " ' .' . ,. 

That there is no &'fOWld of rational expectatioui 
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that any progres. can be made witbout a con8ider~ 
able increase of the annual income, or reduction of 
the expenses. 
. The iil'llt circumstance to be considered w_ 
Did the report 8f tbe committee, and the ChanceI.. 
lor of tbe Exchequer, wbo adopted all the calcula~ 
tiODI and all \he reasoning of that report, bold out 
tbe expectation, that after 1786 tbere would be no 
Becesslt, for a loan? An honorable gentlemao (Mr. 
Steele) had asserted, on hi. recollection, tbat the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer did not thul calcn~ 
late aod reason; but that he stated the probability 
of a 1000 of one or two millions. Mr. Sheridan 
eontended, tbat the right honol'ltllJe gentleman had 
8I1Serted that he would, by taxe., aod ,,·gulation. 
of taxes, make the revenue equal to the expendi~ 
tore, including the million IOrplU8 for the reducti01l 
of tbe public debt. He would not, however, argue 
from memory, but refer to the interoal evidence oftbe 
report. Tbe report stated what migbt be espeded 
to be the amount of the annual income and expen~ 
cliture;· also what migbt be expeded to be the 
amount of tbe extraordinaries: not, indeed, of the 
army, the nary, or the ordnance, (thete were be­
neath the notice of the committee) hut of the mi-.; 
eellaoeOWl service.. They had erred, however, in 
their ealcHlatioD8, as appeared by the event. to the 
amoont of 600,000/. The report next alated the 
eSti'aordinary mean.; and OIl a comparison of the 
one with the other, cooclnded with tbill obse"~ 
tion :-Upon the wbole, your eomlllittee conceive 
that the lIleans of defraying the e"peo1C8 exclnlli.,.. 
flf the average iueome .OO.,.e alated, may be e.~ 
peeled to be lufficient for the porpoae." I 0 con~ 
tiering the edraordinary means, tbe committee bad, 

-JIlC)reover, IUlvu4ld to a loan, althougb ~ bad 
computed the extraordinary 8e"ieel, till tbe year 
1790, at three million., which, be contended, would 
amount to ~welve; and haring adverted to it. had 
~ t.he~ r_a btbink!n~ it woold lICIt be 
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necessary. It wlis,' therefore, ob'rionli. ibat:after 
having had it in their, contempiation, they had laid 
aside tbe idea of a 10Bn, wben they :.stated tbe ex.J 
traordinary, receipt a:s equal to the' exti'aOrdina~1 
expenditure. Of these fancied resource&, the crew. 
lands 'and 'llnclailJled dividends ,badprodllced DoL 
tbing. . He did. not mean to argue that they oug'ht 
to bave been productive, but only to blame the .fat. 
lacy of holding forth visionary ideas of revenue, 
and calculating 'on 'them as real. 'Cile coocluding 
paragraph of, tbe "epaN went' still 'fartber : ........ , 
stated, tbat tbe then. subsisting !taxes, if the. due· 
(lollectioncould be enforced by means adequate t~ 
the purpose, would probably afford. an ample p1Vrio 
sion for any deficiencies whicb might at anytime 

, be fonnd, eitber in the extraordinary resources, '(It' ill 
the particulars 'Whicb compose the general incolDe 
of the public; and would insore a permanent an­
nual surplus, ,applicable to tbe redaction of tbe 1I1l­
tional debt. Tbere was not only provision for all 
extraordinary expenlJ68 and n~fore8eendeficiencie&, 
but an exuberance of revenue I after stating which, 
it 'Was impossible tbat the committee could have 
beld forth the idea. .of 1\ loan, arthat the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, when he a.dopted the report 
throughout; could have said that a. loa.a . tG IIny 
amount WR8 probable. A loan, however, had ac­
tually taken place, and 80 far tbe ca.lcolation of the 
committee hOO failed. 

Tbe committee had elltimated the annual income, 
elUllusive of the land and malt tax, at 12,794,47 n. 
The Chancellor of the Exohequer had stated it, for 
the last year, and DB wbat it was likely to amount to 
in future, at 13,007,6421. and had asked him, with 
an air oftrinmph, if he did not admit that the 
estimate of tbe committee had been, not only y~ 
tied, bat exceeded i'-Had this been the fact i' tbe 
produce of the first year, after their calculationl 
had fallen 300,3001. !lhort of it. lie was aware 
he should be told this had been aD extraordinary 
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yea1', and that the customs had (allen" short on ae. 
count of the commercial treaty being then in agita­
tion, This WIIB a fair argument with regard to that 
year: i( it wall improper (or him to argue from 
a year particularly unfavorable, 80 was it for 
the Chancellor of the Excheqner to calculate 
on anyone year particularly favorable. 'l'be 
committee had turned their back. on an ave. 
rage of several years, which wal the only true 
ground of estimate; and the Chancellor of the Ex­
chequer rested hi. estimate on the produce of the 
last year. Rejectiug an average, W88 the blUDder 
of the committee; and the Chancellor of the Esche_ 
quer now copied their example. They calculat.d on 
another; and both of them were favorable. If they 
meant to take an average of two year. only, the year 
preceding and the year following the commercial 
treaty, were tbe proper years; because u much as 
the customs were injured by the expectation of it the 
one year, &0 much would they naturally be increued 
the year afterit took place; u every man who de­
layedcompleting hill stock of brandy or Frencb 
wine, in the bope of importiug at a reduced duty, 
would import so much the more lIB soon as the duty 
took place. The commercial treaty, however, had 
now Its full 0'feration on every branch of the re-o 
venue; aud i the average of the IllIIt three year. 
were taken, it would appear that the produce wu 
about 30,0001. less than it had been calculated by the 
committee. The net produce of custolm, escise, 
stamps, aud incidents, from the 6th o( J annary, 1786, 
to the 6th o( January, 1787, wu 12,3"9,6661.; 
from 1787 to 1788, 12,923, ] 341.; (rom 1788 to 1789, 
13,007,6(21.; the average o( whichwu12, 773,443/.; 
deficient, as he had stated, about 30,0001.; aud the 
lame would be the cue, whether reckoned (rom Ja­
nuary to January, or from April to April Thi. 
deficiency WIIB nQt great, but it WIIB not the whole 
deficiency. The committee calculated ou the then 
subsisting taxes, and since that time, some open, and 
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much greater clandestine "additions, had. ,been made 
to them, ' By "th~. a!lloultt of aiL the~e .' ad4jtions •. 
added to: 30,0001. ~id,th¢ fl:venUe fall ~hort, of the: 
calculation; T)1e Chanceliof ,pf'the Eli:chequer bad 
openly laid taxes to the,e.m9unt of 100,000l,Oio;order 
to make up thesurplu.s million.; e.nd,he had recourse 
to other taxes which htl ,did, 'not avow" but:which., 
under, tl1e, specious name of. regulatiQns, were as 
mucb bwied on the subje~t, as: if the,lIame sums bad" 
been rais~d hS new t\\xes ullder,a new: name. He: 
did not disapprove pC i\lcr~iDg tbe :revenue; ,but 
he disapproveJof laying ta"es any w!lY- but, opllnlyo 
Tbe Chancellor, of the Excheque.r P1lgbt bave rea~ 
sons, for acting ptherwise:, , , Illl: knew that bis word 
wali pledged that no, more ,ta"e5 wonld" be neces­
lary. His credit was aUtake; and what he fea,ed 
to do openly, and lIy its proper I!ame, he cbpse to do 
clandestinely under a specious colour. Had he: 
owned bis mistake, and, come fairly forward, the 
bOllse and the public would have readily allowed, 
that calculations of revenue were liable to error, and 
be wpuld have lost no confidence. but bein~ once 
ill,a mistake h~ determined topeJ;'sist; and,whilst h. 
professed to be making provisions against smugglers. 
was himself smuggling a tax under the wrapper of a 
regulation.' , ' 

Mr. Sheridan DOW proceeded .to reckon up the 
amount of the tax upon wood imported, Qf ,the ,ad~ 
ditional tn on paper, on the Scots distillery, licens­
ing ale-houses, and the consolidation act, which. 
'being added to the resources calculated Oil by tb,e 
committee, ought to bave produced, on 1\11 average, 
300,0001. above their estimate. There :was, there­
fl/re, a defalcation of that sum on the produce of the 
permanent taxes. He next calculated the amount 
of the land and malt ta", which, although regularl, 
takeD by the Chancellor of the E"chequer ,~ 
2,750,0001., did not produce, on an IIoverage, of three, 
years, ,more than, 2,430,0001. The whole annual· 
produce of all the taxes, including th~ l~nd. aJld.lJlal~ 
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: tat, on an average of the last three years, Wilt onl1 
J5,203,0001., less by about 200,0001. th~o e8timated 
by the committee; anrl if to this were added the 

. 800,000/. arising from taxes, on which the ~ 
. tnittee did not calculate, tbeir estimate would appear 
'to be erroneous by about 6()0,OOOI. And yet, tbit 
WIl8 oot all ; the resource- suggested by the com­
mittee of increasiog tbe reveoue by securing tbe 
collection of taxes, hAd been applied to: and had it 
,succeeded? had it dooe what they propbellied it 
would do? He beld in hi* band title. of bills for 
regulating taxes sufficient to make a long. althongh 
not a very eDtertaining pamphlet; 80 that either the 
calculations ·of tbe committee had been egregiously 
Wl'ong, or the regulations had heen good for ootbing. 
Tbe rigbt honorable gentleman who had been chai,.. 
blan of the committee, aDd was now to stand forth 
ils the champion of the report, migbt liay to the 
Chancellor of ihe Exchequer, "you bave been new 
,modelling tbit tax, and regulatiDg the collection of 
it; yon have been tampering. tinkering, and ex­
tending lhe excise law8; but you bave done me no 
good ; yoo bave not added a shilling to my calcula­
tion." Or tbe Cbancellor of the Exchequer might 
tay to bis rigbt bonorable friend; No; &hat is DoC 
tbe case; my regulations were all productive, and, 
bot for tbem, YOllr calculationll would bave beeD 

• deficient more tban a millioo." 
Some snch contest tbere most be betweeu the two 

right hODorable gentlemen; how they would settle 
it he could not tell. . It w .. the oniform practice of 
tbe Cbancellor of tbe ExcheqDer, not the effect of' 
accident or necellSity, hot of .ylltem and choice, to 
briDg forward bis ta x bills at a period of the lle!J8ioo 
when he W8I80re they could not be attended to. 
If it arose from bonest idleoeg there wODld be lOme 
exCUBe; but it proceeded from desigu, and the end 
was obvious. ID the middle of' 80mmer he knew 

, many geDtiemeD woold be withdrawD to attend their 
own affiUl"II in the eoootry. and of thoee who re-
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mained in town few would be disposed to sit and 
discuss with. him regulations of taxes. This reve~ 
nue, barge lay suug in port during the stormy win­
ter, mouths; hut,. when summer had warmed, the 
air and smoothed the tide, then she put forth, loaded. 
gunnel deep, secure that no rude blast or an'gry 
wave would. overset and sink thepreciou.~ cargo. 
,He, himself,. on enquiring why the minister was so 
~ndolent and dilatory in bringmg forward public bu­
sines!!, .. had been told by a friend of his, that U it 
.was not indolence, he only waited till the gentlemen 
were gone into the country." Then it was that he 
enjoyed the cool and quiet pleasures of the treasury 
bench, and called the two secretaries, like two rival 
shepherds, to chaunt alternate strains on excise. Ile 
had objected a few days ago to one of his bill .. ' or,. 
,account of the discordant matter' (cocoa Ruts, 
cockets, and tub, boats) it contained i and he had 
,been told. that hotch-potch bills were common, and 

, saved the multiplication of acts of parliament. The 
only reason which had originally given rise to Nuch 
bills, Wa.1 the jealousy of the country members of 
keeping the committi>e of lIupply too long ~pen. 
Rather than do this, they had sometimes consented 
,to such bills being brought in,as the lesser evil of th~ 
two. But all the minister's, revenue bills were 
botch-potch bills; for if they were not so when first 
brougot in, they 'had· 80 many 'things altered, 
amended, and added, before they went through, that 
the original bill was hardly to be traced. The bill, 
for instance, to which he had alluded, when it came 
into th~ house, was a very ~ood t~b-bottom bill; but 
before It passed the committee, 1t had a false· keel 
clappl!d on it, and became he knew not what. Th& 
.right honorable gentleman was at as 'much pain, to 

, make laws so as to escape-observation, as the smugg-, 
·lers were to elude the efficacy of his laws. 'I'he 
;consequence was, that they were generally so ina­

. ,dequate to their pur{l0se"as to be of no use; or 80 
absurd and impracticable, that, he.w~. obliged to 

TOL. II. - Q 
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;suSpenil tb~ oi>erA~i'on of them, lnd cofuilto ~rlia.. 
-ineut during the !text 'ensuingsellsion to revise and 
lllbend'them. The suspension of acts of parlialll'ent 
111 the lord~ Jf'thetr,easu~, w~ich,bad beent~~ated 
'80 ligbtly wlien he mentIOned It before, wa. a very 
'&erious evil; for 'independently of the 'extent to 
~hich the practice, once sanctioned by Ii ~'rt of &oi!­
'Icription, might be cKlTie«i, it wu • serious 'e\-II to 
·teach the people to distrust their 'tep'rellentat1l'eB,~O 
'consider the legisliture as their tyrants lind oppres­
'sOI-s,and t.) ~ook up fo~ every act of gtaceor, ~avollr 
trom tlie crown.' If bdls were to be plrMed Without 
~roper examin!l'iion, it w~~ b~ter 'to add Il iweeJ>:ing 
Chill., ,. that whereas tIns bill may l.rov'e to bl( 110-
~racticable elr absurd, he it enscte , that tbe lord. 
~f tbe treasury have .vower 'to Susp~d ~e ·ope ... .ttion 
'Of the same." The resource to be denved troln r'e" 
:iulatin~ taxeiJ bad been applied to,. and \fit/iont it, 
the committee wdnld have been completely put to 
libame. With regard to bow far arts and 'manufaC'­
~reR . had been injured, ~ trade impeded, ,by the 
&eventy of theSe regulations, he IIJwuld not then 
~nHuire.· '.' . 

Mr. Sheridan Dext entered upon an investigation 
()( the ex~diture; and there, lie .aid, it migbt have 
'been expected that· the most valuable of all . re­
JsCNn'c~, the resoUrce arising from 'econolby, would 
f1ave'been tried. Instead of thai, in. P""P"rOOD as 
the r'evenue'didllot rise to il3l1np'polied standard, 
!he.inid~ster ba~ ~be on. with progressive prod.i­
Wlty. mcreasui'" tlJe 'npenlle. He proceeaed 10 
tbe aatDe 'way be bad claDe with the revenue, 'to take 
'an averag'e of 'the nJ?t!nd1ture,10rtlie threelllJlt 
years, lDakitig' 1.5,000,0001. a year •.. Of the 'variool 
'articlell compoong this 80in tbe on1y one in 'which Il . 
:redoCtiOD. ilpP68l'ed ~obable, waS that 'of misCelIa­
DeolD &eJ'\'1ce9. • Tllis, on the .ame average, was 
:&m.cOO1. a year •• Djd it seem Jikef, t~ i!'\V'ould 
ever ~soJow q 74,0001., tbe 110m It was itated at 
'b.1 t1Je coi:ninittee?~1\Ir.Sheridau recapitul:tted the 

_ I : 



1789.] 

variousitemg 'which 'eOmposed this \I.Tti~le,ieom:. 
menting 'M'each, lliul' asking iiWhiel!1of them, Wilt 
1i\:e\y to be \es~ for tleVera.l yea~'td'come?- W:0uld 
the Chancellor of the ExClleqoei' saYJ!thati,coilSldel'.t , 
ing the number <of the royal titmi1y ,"that 'iSomtf Gf· 
them mu'sthllve iseparate" ~lItablishilientsi, linA"some 
of them might be di1!po~ed ef iii maMa'g,e; '200,0001.' 
would~' mflicien'ttd make' good the ,deficieaciel!J 
1)( the' civil hst, to!' :the 'i1ext"fiveyelHiS jI"""Wei"e !the 
dllims of the 'American -loyalists liqiiida!edP'''''-''WM 
theexpenReof Botany 'Bay at ali elnd,?..LHad the 
Dllke6'f .Ri'chmoildolno :morEi' tlowde:t~1ls to 'b~y~ 
or walb or forts to bIi:iIdP..;.!.. W duld' Itbe, flailary ,to 
tbe secretary 'to the ~Ommissiouers, fol' Yedncmg the 
utiotlat' 'debtt'elIse !»"'""Wa:s "t';'lit'ltdlitl iHonse yet 
finiNlieilP ..... These,'witb .1 a few' 'ofhlejlw''e'qli.1llIy peii­
manettt,' were" heads tha:tmiule 'tIie ''ltiisiJellane6n, 
serl'~es 'amount 1:10 an 'a'retilge '16 the'sorti 'Wbicbhe, 
had stated; ant! Could 'it 'be lima~metf "tbalt othey 
would e'v'er 'IJe' reduced'to·" 4,OOOl:~ !twas '3.19& ~ 
be"'Obsemdj 'that df 'the three''Ye'al'9'MI;~i,*' he 
had ocaIetiltttet!' ~ the I whole 'pttbtie ex~'diturel the 
Becon.! exeeeded'the fil'st, and the third ',the !leccmd. 
iBat fbis 'was .t\bt '1111; the' 'tIa"" 'bills, ';after: I!veTY 
l)f()fessiol,1that 'they s'bonld l'leYer 'be 'sqfn!rM 'to-ilK­
ceeo the som 'itated by tbe commi'ttee,"as'dIe,pro\)al.. 
ble 'fixed 8.tnOlltit of the 'Boating'nllvy ~dbt;: were 
~ncreasea' 600,0001., and 1,400,'0001. of "'hem' were 
no~ beariilg' interest.'" If,:~ the '8.vera'ge' iexpendi~ 
ture 'before sbrteil was.ddeil onMhiriiof 'l!hiiin~ 
Crease '6f'the navy debt, 'and <the's'u1D issued -to lJbe 
commissioners for "'the reduction 'of the public debt, 
(he 'Whdle annnal es:pemiillUre' 'Would 'amollnt to 
17,'14110000., exceeding 'the' t'Verage' iDOOme-'by 

. mere'th<m .;940,'000'1. Such was Gur!pte5'etit ,sitna­
tion~: The 'e)Cpense of the 'currentyeM' was 801'rl&o 

thing-'a8ove this 'estimate, aoo then6.t eoliId'l\at be 
t!xpected to-bemuch lesN •. '1f,thel'efore, we weretl» 
itart 'on a level; we inust first 'sweepo'tf an the 'mis­
eellaaeoull 'IIlnice. above 74jOOO1.ayear, whicla 

a2 
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conld .notbe .done, (or IeM tban two millionl;/10 
that. in addition to .tbe twO' milliooJ deficiency. of 
the '; revenue, as, beror. .tated, two millioDfi more 
JlJust be added, to bring tbe lOiseeUaneon, ""ieee 
to tbe eetimatet:i peace elltablishment. Tbe escud. 
ing. of the Davy had been stated by the comDlittee 
Ilt from 2,()()(),OOOl. to 2,800,0001 •. Comparing tbi. 
with Sir Charles. Middleton', ace.ont. it would ap­
pear to be erroooou; but takiug it at stated by tb. 
ebmmittee. with the 6OO,OOOL actual addition to tbe 
.. .,,,debt.in three yea ... it woold be 1,!j80,OOO/~ 
and the amount of tbe whole, in five yean, 9,400,OOOL 
Add. to tbi. ,the two millions before mentioned, at 

nece88lll')' oW reduce the miscellaneoUl ""ieee to 
the elltimated peace establillhment, and tbe. whole 
'Would be very, little less than. twelve millions. eso 

ptlnded in fi~e yea .... more than the annual income. 
Haring cleared away tby, or provided tases to pay 
die intereet, we must then either raille our income, 
Dr reduce our espense 1,800,0001. a year, before we 
.could be in the SItuation to which the ChaoceJlor of 
the Exchequer bouted that he had brougbt IU. 

. Upon. this occasion it _med extremely natoral 
to enquire how we had supplied 80 great a deficiency, 
aud paid oft" three million. of the funded debt i' The 
committee .had, ealculated onootBtanding debU, 
and there, Wat.on the table a. paper'lery ioaecao • 

rately made oot; eootaioing au acconut 01 the8e, to 
the amooot of 1,000,000/., dedoct.iog'the profitBof 
the lottery, which ought Dot .. to be included. in .it. 
The Cbancellor of the Exchequer bad lakeD credit 
.three timee for a debt'due by the Eaet India Com· 
pany. The ,company,. indeed, disputed the debt, 
but the right hooorable aad. leamed gentleman De8I' 
the minister (Mr. Dundu) had truly _id,let UI get 
the moDt'Y froID them, and 888 how they .eau get it 
back again.. This was au. irreeistible. argumeat, 
and on the Itrength of it 300,0001. bad. after much 
lFrangiing, beea .obtaioed from the company, under 
,promiBeoC repayment. if it sboold hereafter appear 
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Dot to have been due.' . If it was ll' debt,'iii beaNen's' 
name let itbe paid 1'butif it·wlIIl'not,llnd the c;oni~ 
pany ad'9'llnced it only as'a favol1 .. j it ml1stbe repaiiJ 
with interest some time"or other, and tlie,faVOUl"sof 
the company generally'Cost thepublic,-at,least,"tOo" 
lerahly dear.:'- Tb~ Directors' had d~wn, up's state 
of tbe claim: to be "sentolit (\to' ltbeil".servants" in 
India; bue as it: was 'ilecessary'that' 1t'sbonld pass 
through the hands, of the' Board of Control,tbat 
board· bad altered it, and' obliged the directors to' 
lend 'out, not tbeir 'own Rtate 'of tbeil'case, butthe 
minister·s. After all"the ·claim'was',not· yet finally 
admitted, and, ,there were: great' :doubts whethet' ,It' 
tvollid be or' not.:· : When he found tbe company 
borrowing of the puhlic' under :the sallction of the 
minister, and ,the minister borrowing- lIgain of the 
oompany~ he could not help ,considering it:;as a pl~ 
sant sortor reciprocity betweenthe"two:l'arties, 'm 
which the'~ne said to the otherj "J will find yon 
credit, anddoyou find me lnoneyJ'. -It -11'08 surely 
'not going' ,too ,Jar to say, tbata'lIiinister mnst have 
been' extraordinarily, pushed. for-money, when, be 
had recoul'Sli"to 'tlUeb extraordinary means of sup­
ply. ' To the resource of outstandin~ debts must be 
added tbe profits of \he lo~ery/ which ought, never 
to be considered as a source of permanent revenue;' 
for, it Wll8 certain. tbat however the revenue"'migbt 
be benefitted by it, the people were lUre to lose both 
io their' moralsBnd -their industry; what was lost' 
by ,the People; 11'88,' in fact; lost by the public; and 
·so pernlcious"B mode of raising moneyongbt never 
to be resorted to :but in' cases I of, great nec8f1Sity. 

,But both these amounting to' 3,079,812I.,not being 
half'· the exceedings,.' be 'came tobis third proposi­
. tioD,that ~e had made no progress in the-reduction 
ofthe pnbhc debt, but that III fact we had borrowed 
lUI -mnch al oWe had paid., . . " , . . . 

. lIlt wlI8during tbe ,eat 17M thatanextraordinary 
IIlillion' <01 exchequer bills kad been voted, n~ for 
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the current services of ,the year, bnt to anlwer any 
unforeseen dem~ndli whicb migbt oceur. 'I'be 
probability was, tbat they would not be wanted; if 
Dot wanted they were not to be illllUed; and wer. 
positively to make nil permanent addition to the 
public debt. ,When the Chancellor of the Eltche­
quer cO!lceived the plan of establi.bing a ncw llink~ 
jog fand for, tbe redaction of tbe public deb .. ~ 
found it convenient to make use of thele bills, and 
900,OOOl. of them- were actually issued after the 22d 
of.February, 1786, aa appeared by the account. 
Would he have doue thia if he had ItOt hlld in een­
templation the' commencement of his operation til 
reduce the debt? Had he not done thi. he would 
have been deficient to the amount of these bill.; 80 

that, in truth and in fact, be au much paid olf the fir. 
annual payment of the debt wilh these bills, as if he 
had carried them in hi. hand to the Stock Exchange; 
and the only effect of tbe operation W88 to change one 
IKlrf of debt to another, at .. tri/ling espeOfle to the 
public. On thill a.ccoont, however, he .bould 0011 

'take 730,OOOl., tbe "11m actually i.sued to the COlli .. 

missioners fll, r reduci'l.!;,e public debt in , 1786. 
By anticipating the ai ' fund a qllarter i. 1786, 
and. taking credit for four quarters ont year iJl»tead 
ohhree (aahad been CorDIerly done on similar occa.. 
lIion8) the minister got 628,0001 .• "hieb would ap. 
pear on winding np the accounts til hS:l giVeIJ period 
to be as milch de~ as if the money beeII actually 
borrowed. The rommittee had IItated the n..,y 
debt at 1,712.489L. bot added, that from the delay 
in calliug for payment of _111 of tbe ebarge. of 
wbich it _ compoted, a floating arrear til thaJ 
amount might generally be ~peded to IObsW ~ 
aud as it neither bore iQleIeI& aor would re4f.nre to 
be .f1lDded., ij could' DOt «easioa any additionu 
charge to tbe public. ThU Plight have ~med a 
pledge to the public, that JIG pan of th;. IU1Il W88 to 
maktl part ef the public debt .. , It apptJated,. ... 
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81ibscrlbers. If the ininisler had lIIade Li. baTgain' 
in the DRual way, he knew the eommi.sionel'll would' 
have' ~ubscribed tbe .hole;' and be would· have 
received from them with' One hand, what be paid 
them witb the other,' deducting only tht! e¥pense of' 
brokerage. 'Which would bave put the absurdity of 
pretending to rednce the public debt, whilst be waf 
adding to it in the lame proportioJi, in too glaring 
Ii' point bf view to escape public notice and derision.' 
The point 'WlI4 plain enonghlll it "'81 ; bot it did 
not strike theobser,ation of the multitude.' The 
amount of this, with a bonUI of one quarter, instead· 
of 8 gain to tbe pablic . of three qourterR per cent;· 
as the right bonorable gentleirum' bsul originally 
stated bis bargain, 11'81 1,002,:;ooL Tbe short an­
nuities granled to raise 200,0001. to make good th.: 
like lam illSUed from the civil list for the· IeCret: 
service. were' charged on the' consolidated fund I 
and, in that respect, were an addition to tbe debt. ' 
But it was contended, that the money'would be 
repaid by instillments in eighteen yean; having 
been lent to tbe province of Zealand. . Wboever 
considered the new situ.,tion in which we stood with 
regard to continental alf'ain (an advantagcoUII Ii~' 
tuation lie admitted) woold incJineto tbink tha~ 
in tbe coorse of. eigbteen yea,. .. we were mach 
more likely toadvaace double tbe sum on. similar' 
accoUnt •. ' Bat grauting that it would be repaid, 
provision ought to baTe been made for applyiDg the; 
msta{meDts, a.~ tbey were receiTed. to the payment' 
urtbe' annnities,instead of ]eaTing tbem open' to' 
be' diTerted. to other purposes by the infioenCt! of 
tile p;~nt 01" aily future minister: The principle' 
o'.1&e- 'snrplos bill was. that parliament would 1ICJC 
trWlt'themselv~ and the I18m.e principle 'ought '(0' 

haTe 1Jeen, applied here. . ThIS house; he ·~rosted, J 

yonld thereforegiye him. nedit 'for eandor, in Dot 
taking this 'sum also into the acconntJ. "The result . 
then "'W"U; "iltat tiDee the lear 1786 we had paid of' 
the funded debt three JDillionI; aDd that we had 
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borrowed, by exchequer bilis, '150,oooi. ; .hy antief,:,( 
pat~on of tbe sinkilljl; fUQd,. one quarter, : 62S,0091.:pi 
by lIictease of lIavy debt; 6oo,000Z.; bya tQnt~nel' 
1,002,5001.; making ,together about as mucbas tbe,-~ 
sum paid. olf. " If the 900,OOOt navy bills bearing.' . 
interest, which he bad omitted, were added, the, SUID!' 
borrowed . would exceed the sum paid by.almoRta 
miUion ; and if tbe interest of, tbe de\J~ contracted-' 
were compared witb that, of tbe debt paid,;i~ 'would:, 
exceed it. in t~e lame proportion., 'Sucb. was our' 
present 81tuation, and .uch was our prospect for· the. 
year 1790,wben we had been told th.at ,every thing; 
was to be reduced to a firm establisbment... , >.;' 

. Mr, Sheridan dl'clared, that he'did nOlblariiethe· 
industry of ,tbe minister. ill e~deavbringto' pay, o1f 
the pnbl,ic debt; ,bu~'it ''Was hi~ principle ,that he 
bla~ed,·The pnnclple on, whlcb heacted"was~. 
that wheueter the public wants money, YOll,are t\)' 
break down every 'barrier, of ,the ,constjtuti.on,e~ry. .. 
fence of private liberty-to, extend the e"cise' laws 
....... nd· deprive men' of, their, most valuable privi~ 
leges~tbat of trial- by jury; inordet to ~bt:aiIdt( . 
Be, on ·tbe ,otber' hand,maint1Lined ~hat' ,~ecausg' 
money' was Decessaryfoz: public, service,· it ought tql 
be obtained by tbe ~ost delicate means., TbeJ 

public debt he tbougbt the heayielit burden on ;the' 
oonstitution; 'for, he, .considered 'everl 1!undred, 
JiOunds 'of, it as' a perpetual mortgage in the ,banda. 
of ,thecl'9wn,eapabJeof being perver1\ld to, the: 
mos." corrupt, purposes of influence, or opp. reli'io. ~J. 
and therefore be would· sacrifice mnch to l'eliev~ 
from i~. 1~ toppen private dw~lIiug-house!, to, tbl! 
rude mtrusloB of a ruffian excIse. ofiic&;.-lf> to de .. ' 
prive'mlln of trial· by jury, were matte ... of jndilfe~; 
renee.to him; yet bi" regard :fortrac:Je. thel.gre~ 
source of revenue, wonld .deter "him from 'havingl" 
recourse to such methods of increasing it."IWh~' 
we ,talked' of the trade of· this Couiitry, and ,the ia-J 
exhaustible resources ~hich it. alforded, as the great:. 
props of Oil., greatness,' W41 miatook' tbe elfect for. 
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the. 4Jl!..Il&e. T.,.OIW' c~stitqtiQII,j 'Il~ the m~nly 
confidence of ev~r1 man. in *e ~qCce81 W 1Ii. OWn 
imlqstry ~nd e?'l!rtlon~ •. which it illspired, wer!) we 
iD4~bte4 for our ~!l. IInl} nQt to our trad. for Imr 
constjtutiou• ';fq Il~mpt t.e ~crease the rllvenue, 
by injuring the co~~itutiQn. was like takip~ frolq 
tbe fOlludatip1\ tq mend tlle roofrclike diglpng up 
the root, of a tree. fQr use, instell-I} of lopping the 
boughs. -Having said tAus .much on hi. propo.itiojl8, 
he 8-hould oply beg ~_ be pearl! in expl;lDation, at 
the close pf t\111 argumentJ which were toile ~ge4 
against them-aB ,hopld move DO relj04ItioJ18 OJl 
the papers .l?efOl'e ~ boose,. but y"opolje to refer 
them to • -elect; cOQlmittee of ~4epeodent lIJem­
bers, who !Were l1either in -olJice, PQr cao4i4atel for 
being. in office, He meaut no reft.ectiQn on tluJ 
f!)rmer cemmi~; ,"ut, he j:Ould, not *4ink it cre. 
ditable to the milliner m havB his 1ta~\J\ept of ~ 
finances examined and. ~ppr!)ved by • committee of 
hi. OWn meuM. -Nq eloquefljle was required in a 
matte, of p~ calculation. as figures did not want 
to be set to. mlUlic. 1'~ mllttef JDigh~ !lOW be 
&eickld by fair ~rbitratioD b.t4w~ him and ~he 
C.lll~ncellllr of t:be EltCbeqoer; &1ld." CQl!lmittee of 
the ",bole hcmse. in 1763; h!Ui llgI'eeIi to ,der the 
publie ~ ~j~ ~ch. • II8IIll;t colJlmittee .. 
he proposed." gentlemen as were ~/ied 
that tbere 1'/19 an IIIIDJlIIl JOrplU4 pf a JDiUipp. ~ftu 
paying aU I!rdin{lry _and ~ ~pe~. 
such gentleme .. as had heard the C."an~Jm' 9f the 
Jiixcbequer d~ ~ ~ 1'oold be .w JI"#8Sii, 
for a future Ioau .... i~ht g. into ~ ~!r1 a1j,J ~IJ 
their C"¥IstitQents WJt4 ~~lIe11~ jh;4 JIJ, finaDCeJ 
were in • prosperoU4 state. II#Id that {~ tuu 
were nottQ be j:Jrea,fJed. 1'~ 19bo W pot • __ 
~i"ed this 831M'ilCPou. wpuJd 1!~t4~ 4il-Cbsrge 
wbat they ow~ M tJJei7 DWD ~fHirwte~ Uieir 
C'.OIIDU'J,.,oj' ~eir ~tJJelA jf tlul, tljd !Jm fote 
for. tompletce inY~ Ia~ Pa tPe-"""MD .. it, 
was: He JIIDqlcl FeJI~ W p"'fOlNl ~ n-..nes 9l 
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fifteell gentlemen. lucb ali be bad described. nan. 
of whom ·he had consulted ~ but wlw,;h& Wall fully 
persuaded, would all be ready to bestow a little of 
their time-all" but a little wouJ~ b~ ll~oeSliary ,~D, 
6& impol·tant 1m inquiry. Of the fifteen, eight were 
gentlemen who usually voted witb the minister ;a"cl 
by their decision, in all that be .had st;at\ld, be w~ 

,ready to abide. If the ChaQcellor pf ihlll ,~¥", 
chequer declined meetmg him OR sucb fair /{l'f,lund, 
the publi~ would readily asSigB the' motive. . 

A . motlcn was now made by Mr. ShendaD,' 
'f Tba' a oommittee be apPQinted k\ inquire into 
the state Qf the public ill.COme Q.Ild expenditnl'fl; the . 
progress actually; made in the· reduction . of the· 
national debt sineethe yeaI' 1786,'and, intotha 
grooDdson ,which a reduction of the lame .may be; 
expected ill future land to, report the,a\l.me,.lIlitli! 
their Qbsorvations tberoQn, to, the. bouse; and t4at­
the said ·oom mittee, do. consi<it. of, Heury Bankesi 
Esq. I' Daniel :Pal'ke., Coke, Esq.; ; Geergec Demp., 
ster, ,Esq.;, William Duake, . jun. Esq.; WiIlialD 
Hussey, Esq.'1 Sir William Lemon, Bart.~,Jamelll' 
Lowther, Esq.; ',Jamll8l\'Iartin,i Esq .. ', Mr"Aldel''' 
man Newnham" Edward :Pbelips, Esq.; Charle. 
AnderlJon' .Pelham, .Esq. J. Thomas StanleYI Esq. 'i' 
Sir George Allgostus William Shuckburgh, Ba .... 1t 
Mr.·A1derman Watso'l, and the Earl of WycC)mbe. "', 
.. : . .', . ,! ~ ',I i j ; .'." ; " : \ ; .' i. ; • - .' I ' ... 

/lfr, Pitt tm8Were4. lluIl t4ere 11148 fll)t a friend totlJe liaafi(ll '" 
this counlry who did nol join in 1M mllimenl. wilh which 1M right 
"-able ~/lmumhod elfJltd Itll opuch.· fie ..,., oj ~,' 
~ ..... "ida.- "-,,ble I§6Ittll!lllmllo, d DiIIIMd tArir,' 1IJ'(fU" 
- .. ,/ookul /II if til", .-_ fIl7'gu/tJI in Ia,;r flilinio" ,f! 1/I4rt 
d!"cl., and /eqrei!'''''' lhey wauld prot< fUCcesrfol· TM rig!Jt ""'" 
rwra~lt t;enllmum (". 06..,..,.d) ""d bem W/'lJI '!""" "",.,.,.8/1111 ill 
triminal prOBtl'UtiolJ8: and, ·t4er1urt, To.' /Uked """. 111M""" ". fuzjI 
ad..ula IlfI!J 1hiag·fI1Iua iadllUd Aim ts lIB .j opiJriaa, thot ....... 
", -.d 191' a;~." t/un W4I OIOlh;"g PIP'!! -4ful tlwl .for< 
"ny, IlU/II 10. ns. up, and boldly t. make. /I011Uf ,tllunJiag cWgtlo; 
mired lIIil" much invective irgtrinst any ~."" ,ltatemenJ •• ' M ... Pitt 
_tmtlel tfutt all ~ ludi1lg fath _'/IMfrlaitud : ;IIM t1lot' t'" 
Iliff......"., bel .... ,Ib ...., NIlflDlllllDit6it .. ,,_ II~' 
Iflat t/Y hInue, with "". Speakn-.,itA I~ ~ .... : "te-'P jv{IJlI'w. 4<' 
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rltDitlt ,,...,. ,"'" Rig'" II' II CtIIIIIIIiIt« _ld "...wly be III my tJIlu!r 
la. 'H. 111m _ t/wmq(Ia tie thttIil of the ""!"iou ,",wk. 0/ 
........... upmdi/ure. IIIIIl ,ubt. rtll6lJl'linlf ogai ... ,the em- IWgJI­
......" ",h"," 1ItId 11< ... urged by Mr. Shnidtl .. II1Id lIlr. Foz. III '" 
prtJI«lkti. II1Id ~ 10 _Ii,.". t"'" of Mr. Grmnll" Mr. 
Pitt """.,Itukd 'Ditl" .,,= tA.t I/ure ..... IN ,-.". ""_ 
them ,'''''' migAt ,.., bo 'UJ fIIiIJJoullllJlllllmiitU. filii III well III 
II1iIIa .... : ... /arae:uag., llu!rifor .. llud ctnJd II< IU#!J. "or II,,!! de· 
.fomu IhtnJd iratl..". Aim 10 cmuml 10 ,''' IIppoinJmm' of _Ia " 
eorMIittte, ""'wil~ tIatI, "'._ -_dy '0 lIimil '''''' lhe 
-.. ",.vpo«d IIy lile '"""""Ilk plmum rnr. """""y __ 
eept.itnrabk, IIIId """'!I of tIuta, per_ for wlUlf/l" """.",inul #I 
fItT!J Iinar. rupee/. 

Mr. Sheridan declared, ;that be did really believe' 
that DO language, nor any defiance' which word. 
could convey, would induce the right bonorable 
gentleman to pot himself into a 'liitnation in wbicb 
he might have been detected, and in which the 
public might see tbat tbOile tlecored themselvel from­
inquiry wbo wisbed to avoid detection. The right 
honorable gentleman bad not removed one .ospi­
cion, nor in the least cleared the matter from doubt. 
Mr. _ Sheridan contended that the right honorable 
gentleman had oot contradicted even one of bis 
_rtions. - What be had advanced, both with re­
gard to the revenue and the estahlUbment.he had 
tacitly acknowledged. With respect to bis having 
stated the present Dlillion to be obtained by tbe 
tontine, as being yet to ,be applied, he was ready to 
admit it, if the right honorable gentleman (Mr. 
Yltt) woold IUiSUre him that another loan would not 
be required next year. This Willi what be knew the 
right hooonible gentleman (Mr. Pitt) would not. 
He coold not pledge himlllM to an)' lOch promise; 
for be knew t.JO weD tbat be mnst borrow another 
million Jlext year. in order to apply it to the dis­
charge. of a million of the unfnoded debt. With 
regard to the million ilsued of escheqoer bills, what 
"as tbis bot borrowing a million of unfunded debt, 
to diaeharge a million of fonded debt? 'I'bia was, 
borrowing with one hand to pay with the olber., 
, Mr. iI«Ie."." Flf rIM ...... 
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' .. Mr. Sheridan answered, that it wouM have been a 
serious charge, indeed; if the honOTable' gentleman'.~ 
,statement of )lis having avoided to move for~he pro-, 
per accounts of.thereveune,had been . true •. He. 
wisbed to know on what tbis accusation was founded" 
He . had moved for separate accounts' of the cus­
toms, excise, stamps, and incidents.. Adde~ to tbis 
be bad rol)ved for. the amount of the duties collected 
onJand and roalt. . He knew not what,otbt'r papers 
he could move for' to obtain an exact state of tbe 
revenue. If tbese papers were not 'sufficient, he 
was tbe more sorry for tbe disappointment; for he 
wisbed to give the rigbt honorablegentlemalf (Mr; 
Pitt )e'f(ery credit of resource. With respect to 
what the honoralJle gentleman, (M r. Steele) had 
recomroended as a mode of settling the dispute, be 
could not agree to its propriety. He had ·recom~ 
mended them to refer to tbe'ways and means and 
expenditure for tbe last three years, as a ~ode of 
ascertaining whether the -latter exceeded the former 
or not ;-for; lays he; there you will find, that the 
expenditure. wBllprovided for by the ways and 
means. And on- tbis he founds bis arguroent-that 
the resources must be equal to the expendittJreof 
the country for the last three years. ··Surely. this 
was,an evident fallacy;-for; altbough a sum of 
money might be, proved to have' been paid, yet it 
did not ,shew what part of that sum migbt ·have 
been borrowed for the purpose: he Clould not, there'­
fore, agree to the adoptionof'tbis conduct •.. The 
only mooe by which the truth could be ascertained, 
most be· by a committee/ as being composed of 
gentlemen onndependent principleS, 'who' would 
certainly make' a report that wonld 'lay before the 
house and the country an actual state of the income 
and establishment. Witb tbis before tbe house, the. 
Dation would theu be apprised of tbe means whicb 
it had to meet its exigencies; but at present' no 
luch confidence could elf.ist.,·Wben between tWI) 
and three roillions were added to the'unfunded debt, 
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in timer to pa, '!ilF three millions of tbat ,ballonal 
bUrc:len, tbe- people mnstwlthdra w theit confidence 
when 'they fOlHld tbemselvet the dupes of 8uch an 
empty delusion. Fer these 'rea8008, he again nrgecl 
the necessit, ,'Of '\roting a select tommittee for ex­
amining the state of out revenue and e"penditure, 
ilince the measure of appropriating a million to the 
annual discharge of the national debt; and, at the 
ilame time, 10 enmine into the probability of our 
income being equal to alford such a surplus to ft1tu~ 
years. 
, 'ne guatioA ID/JI at leRgt" eJletljor, tmd flLgatr.ed willwut /I 
~ 

.JvVr )6..' 

T0BACCO REGULA~ION JlILL. 

, f'he'1'lf'wt'eonMnIint thU biU "emg fwoupt "P, rmd ,_Ill 
_ .. dmtmb re<Ul lind av«tl 'to, liir Wat"", J.eeiI obl_uI. 
that agruabllJ to hil furmer Dotice, he ~hould DOJII beg leae to 
iritrod..ce ,. d/JUIe to fPiJe (he per,OfJI aggrleDed by the determi­
'nlJlio" 'of11te eDmmilri~ oJ tire ",zelle, '111' jtulicer, the t'lghl 
id-triol'l1!J 'jllry; flIlIicA -.ld, 1II .. .,reat _re, do-tlllll1lfJ 
v.e ........ .u.ehed to'theeeile.'. 

:A-n. 'SHERIDAN ob'gerved tbat, altbongll too Wen 
~~ tbat-every 'effort 10 procure Telief wou1d 'fail 
tlf its 'desired IItlCCW, be 'coula not avoid advising 
'g'entletne'D to taKe 'care rif 'being seduced into'tbe 
idea of the trial by jury 'being -ever 8Ulfered 10 pre­
vaa in cases of 'excise, 'by 'the genf1emen on tbe 
.ather 'side 'of tbe 'bouse. One bonorable gentleman 
fM.Bean'foy) over the way, 'talked of 'tbe exci. 
taws 'taking pla.u in !the 'reign 'of 'Charles H. A. 
1ea~ jrnd bortorabte gentleman '(fie At'torDey~Ge. 
lttTal) 'Iutd &aid, 'ihbey introdU'ced the tri:tl by jnry, 
it Would be'lin innovation; now, 'the fact was, 'tile 
'eXcise 1a'b 'were 'ail 'introvatiO'n on the 'constitution, 
'Uild 'eVery extension 'df 'them 'Was an additional in­
'n'ovation. Bo't 'lite ligbt in 'WbichgentJemen dif­
ofe'rentty ~ it Was 'Very cnriOOl j -every person 
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found tba:t'it {w~llld,~ 'll~e9imlJli!, poinf ~lIlivea 
. trial by jury I bu~ 'tlllll''8a1d,''cbt''i1$' fiOt t"bi}leir 

with lheexistihg teV'el\ue Vwait"iI>while,!~illtlie 
'excise. is. 'more extehded, ,and· then we wm have ~ 
general. 'biU.'r. ,Anijtlier(hlul.-lilllid~erdre~ '., -If it 
was ill. genehil case.i thel'e ;w~mlil bll,'fto .robJel;lion til 
try,theexpet'imentf' itIld so betWereIi~ t,,'e oppo. 
sitiGn lieB.s\fusi"ttM-8 rw~~·M llojle'6f ~er ;dbUiining 
the relief desirlid., 'l\fri. Sh'ei'idiUl'ilietrtiooedlfte'cilSe 
'of one i. Coreriil'6,; It" ~tiufkethri!i" ~stablished ib. 
Prl18si~\Vho'se' lIeIlt'els iiI his ",adll tihe ~oyernment. 
lWisbeil to, 'diseover '; landj. for 'that,' )?urpese"wEir8 
"prepal'lhg ·tii· 'S\1'hjeCt :hiln to 'fi!'ll'ullttiens lli1i:.e'those 

. ofexc1!te. The ~()ns'equehi!e \vas, 'that 'lie iiilitltntly 
;removed, e!itabliSh~ 1iis'ni'alhitaetdry 'hliltr A1h$ti!.r­
dam, aodtne 'eGun'lOf lJerlift i'ri'v8'ln 'l!ndea'V'ofl1d. 
to pr~vail.on,him t~ bring\. hi~ !Da,?,ufacture back to 
'Prussia. Mr. Sheridan laid 'Considerable stress on 
the disClosure of the ~ysteries of snuff-making'; 
'-which, 'be 'Cbl'ltended, 1 w'ert!! 'lIti'4l, "l1'D'der 'ille' 'bill, 
"eli:'pi)~'ed to tll'e di~i::~V:ery' 'ot'~e, 'ex~ik~.offi~irs.~,·A:s 
. a proof of thev'\lli1eof ,t'b!! secret ,of, mlX'n~ 'be 
stated, that Brazil ,&il!lff, .wbieit;·-eost but 's.i~ence 
a pound originally, by the flavor given it ill mix-' 
ing,lioldfor teililhillingll't 'Pound. ' . . 

·Th .. "q~;tii", ~""'$" j1tit; fhe 'hO.ue ti(v';ri~l':tJ!I"~16.';not. 
-S5.-:"The Speak~ illizi ,.u 1M' guenitin lor 'thi, bill1>eing .... n • 
. pOlled. ' ,'I ":,~. .' . -

. irr.,Sheriaan.said~ ihaho perso'n,on that siile'of 
the bouse had made t'he smallest objection' to die 

. bill, WI after the trade a~a the city of Lon'don hact 
'petitionea against it; when t~eyhad ~magiDed~t 
lIN: -seriti~imtsof . so re~pectable '" body, 'expresse~ 
~n UJe most Iilarked manner tbat ever had; ,perhap~, 

';distinguished oppositiol1 to any ~ill ;of commercial 
':regulation, 'would have, experienced that degree :of 
-.i"espec~ and attention which had been formerly, the 
.f6nstant and u~iform consequen!!e jof PiltitiQI!8 from 
the city against,. bills of tliat descriptionj; ,butl ip 
tile present caSe, tne petitioners had been paid not 



the lelUlt attention to. He could have. willhed that 
the two honorable gentlemen behind him, who .poke 

,1m, bad contented theQillelve. with making their 
opposition to the bill in the manner they thonght 
best, without obliquely conveying reflection. on the 
conduct of other gentlemen who had aded dif­

.ferently. He had attended to the bill in all itt 
stages, and listened to all the evidence; and perha p. 
he should give tbe honorable gentlemen but little 
.information, when he informed them, that the molt 
proper time fo~ oppoting the principle of a bill, was 
.on the llecond reading; the pme for opposing it in 
detail was in the committee; the time of opposing 
both principle and detail wu 011 the report; and 
,that the opposition ofthe report was the feebleat oC 
all opposition, except to the Jhjrd reading. 

Mr. StimUlI'S"",,, 1}tgged letlfJe to IUlure tIN 1It>Mrtlble ,_ 
Cle""", .A" 'PO" JMt, tIaaI. Ae AIId lottIII6 mUttlkr'preted AI, 

'muming. .' 
Mr. s.u", _ told Jr- 1M CIudr, tlult .u ml8A1Ipeak ;" 

. "pi_ion, .Aen tAe Iaonwtlble ,enae- ,til tIotm, buI. CI>UId 
.. ..t interrupt Ai"" M,wll Ae 1fH'" to order. 

Jir.SmUAlIIid, "'up""e to order, tIn4 _poeeeding to tilt­
,.....14r. SlaeridM, .Aen .u .IU "flli. et1lled to order • 

. Mr. Sheridan continuiDg, remarked that he.boold 
be sorry to misinterpret any gentleman'. argomentl. 
He was not a ware wben the two honorable mem­
bers had their instructions from Worcester; bat 
they certainly wonld not bave shewn tbeir zeal lea 
jf they had oppolled the bill more in the committee. 
They. perhaps, confounded the 'principle oC Jegi­
"lature and that of maonfa.ctunng tobacco, and 
thonght it' wrotig to enter the hoose, daring the 
proeeu of ;mannfacturing the cllU1llell, and mixing 
the provisions. and meaqring the ingredients. in 
like maDner u they would have the ex.ciIIe officer 
avoid entering the room when the procetII of the 
mannfacture of tobacco or mu~ and the mixing of 
material. was going 00. This was a very good 
role in making tobacco, but DOt in making a Jaw. 
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, ~. Smith .clartrl tiuJt 1U ha'ff,.Ofit tIo''''eglflj,liig,. ofrpoied t 
file .bill ; tklll h. hlld wowlell thec,benne,' pM'htJpr. f.I1 ofie", 'In' 
tnHr!l .tage of it, alld. """"" .. /tal he had 81id befo"", IJ8 ..... 

tJpology for that conduel; . that he "ad thought. it mO.r. manly 
to rio ,1>, i",tetJtf '" uailing to fe.r the ,"',e of the hou •• ./i,.d 
apDnt1ae'rdJjecl.~~ .. ,·; ~\ ~,,~-;\,~ .;. >.t..",t, .-....:;:JJ ·,." ... ·t·,' 

The ho;". tIi~id.d f'a}Je. 7t1}""n'oe,''1.0.'· ),. 
. '. ~.. ~". ~- -:-. 

. ',:.. . .. • 

,.' ", ii -yo • ~; " -,', ., , .. ' \, r,", ,-.. I".: "'-

. ARMY ESTlMATES.-FRENCB: Jl.EVOLUTION. \. 
, " ", .,~ _._... -J,. "',' 

. n. .... ioru Wtio optned "" tlu 21" of Janiuiry, and OiI;h.Sth OJ 
Felnurythe' .. my .. timota _. ~ftt< ftmlJlJrd.-""T/aeg ...... 
_Iy tile ItJmelllith t/we of the1""'ceding gear./JIId tIIIII'C nIIt Mod 
fI1ithout ...... obju:!ioru from the lid< of opptnititm., It IDa, 0"-" 
6y Sir Greg Cooper, Mr. Marlha".. and Mr. Fo." that tight!Jtaf'I 
~ peBU had dap8Od. /JIId that the militarY .. timtJt .. ID .... not get ' 
mlu«d. ... .. to the".""" ..tablishment of 1771>. though tile COllI· 
_tee of finance, which lOt ill the" .... 1786. had pmumed upon tJ.­

IlilI grtIJ/er ,..dvetion., That then fDtJI nothing in the actutJl ritU/Jo 
tion of tdfaiTl that CIlkd for this u:1raordi!lm1f militar!l forc.; . but.' 
mo the amlrtlry. that His MtdesI!J had rusured them of the pacific 
diIporitimi ofllll the foreigtl fJDID .... : that ..... ' tJIICicnt ri.al and' _y. France. ill comeguence of her- internal dilturbmwe •• wpuld 
probably be diIoblul,..". giDing ... any moksIatimi for • long ._ .. 
ofyeara: and. 'Iullg. that the allionc .. we had mo •• tJIId the au6-
iulitJrg trcal;" we had entend into... the .... tinmt. illtJlmuclJ IJ8 

the" ~ipUed tile cNmea of,...,. being ...,1 .. d ." - ...... "..,... 
portionablv miachietnnu, if they di4 flot~le tU,to\,..dacc our· 
..".,.... in time of peBU. To thele argument. it IDOl Il1I8lDOI'ed UP. , 
general b!l Mr. arm.ille /JIId Mr. Pitt, that though. there IDOl flO . 

..-tJt F.-' to "1'prchera4 that fD.lhauld be engaged in haiti·' 
lititieI II7it.\ tIfI!/ lortiga tJDIDer. ,yd •. 'fAe _ttee Itate I>f EIII'DfM.· 
and tile imenlal rituation of .... eral p_ of it, ma@ it,~ • 
Jor- ... to k"P. our .. l ... in .... h • lIate 01 might .... ble ... to /JCI witll ; 
~igor and tffu:t. if-DIimI lhauld require. That it wa. a prtpo.· 
,.,.,.. ......... y to t_p' /III tJtImJk b!l ..... weaknur. and fora mi· 
... able prumt .. mag to "-'d .:grtat futurt....,...,.. . 'l1Iat - fo-' ~ 
'rip allitmca, wlaich had bem apJirmIed of b!l all par-tie. tJI ~ , 
Or the pre_tion 'If tll4 baltmce of pOlDer in Europe. upon which, 
he permmtmee of it. trtJfl~Uily rkpmded,' could only be rendered 
ff"""" for that 'fI'I'7II'" by ...... being dblr 10 IfJpport the". with /JII' 

tduJuaI.f--Aad, 1iuI1!I. that.itwould befound,.plllHIfIU!tJJIJi" , 
lilt .... of. the detail of all ourrAilWJry tllab~. that tlleg MIld I 
lOt, lllith."",.,...,."""""" b .... d.,..d to • ,.,.,.,....,.,. .. ok. /" thl 
~ of the .IIat •• Mr. 1'0:1 remarlred, that the Ct>IIduct of the' 
Fnneh IOlditrt ~ lIN hm _.oli_. tended ~Iy ,. .... 

VOL. D. B 
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__ 01/1) oj 1M DiY«li.,., wAiM lie Iuul alway, dUmailul agllirut 
llaradfng tm1Iief~ 17UJl _g, by rifurinK to tHH.'1 tly ditlalu qf 
tM cl1llrl, had m II gloriouo t.rtrlllplt I. 1111 If'" milila~'1 oj EUI'Opt. 
and had shewn lhat ",.n, 6.'1 brcoming 8oldier., did "oe II<IUO I. be 
ci/izm.. Th;' rtfllllTk did ... 1 plW u'ilMut l1fIimud""';tm at the 
time it Will "",de. On the 9/h of Ft/muzrg, IIIh ... the DliIiUirg uti­
fIIIIIt • .,.,.erflJOrl.dfrom /Iu rmnmittee II fur/Iur debol. took pltu:e, 
in which Mr. F.x homng: again let full 101111 uprt .. ioM 01 appltnue 
oj llu Frou:h n ... lulion, JIlr. Burkt ro .. , lind after II Jew ,,6_ ~ 
tioJu upon tlu gentrnflllale of Eur"Pe, II. it '.Ifected llie quution of 
incrtl1ling or tIiminUII~ Iii rnililory jor .. oj Great Jjrilain, lie 
1Id1J<f'/Ld in II more porticulsr t1IIIII1ItI' to llu lillUllion oj }rance, and 
OJI1KNIfd the priaeiplu laid tloum tty Mr. Fax. 

Mr. SHERID.l.N declaced, that he rose with the 
greatest regret f but that the very reasons which hia 
right honorable friend (Mr. Burke) had given for 
the sentilPents which he had that day uUered, 
nalPely, an apprehension of being supposed to ac. 
qniesce in the opinion. of t~ for whom he enter­
tained the higbest regard; and with whom he bad 
uniformly acted, operated also on his mind, and 
made him feel it a duty to declare, that he differed 
decidedly from that right honorable gentlemaD in 
8Im05t every word that he had uttered ret;pecting 
the-French Revolution. llr. Sheridan added some 
'farm colllpliments to Mr. Bllrke', general pOD­
ciple8; bot IBid that lie NUId Dot conceive bow it 
was possible for a person of such priociplell, or fat 
11;01 wan wbo l'alued onr own con8titD~iou, and re­
Y~ed the ltel'olution tba$ ob~ned it. WI' WI, to unite 
with BUeB feelings an iadignant aad IDIquaJiUed a .. 
horrence of all the proceedings of 'be patriotic party 
iii France. . 
. ae conceived their', &0 be as jOlt .. Revolution as 

. ours, proeeeding upon .. IIOIJnd a principle and .. 
greater prol'ocstioo. He l'ehemently defended the 
general views 8Ild conduct of the N atiooalAseembJy. 
Be could not e.en understand whal. was DIeaW by 
the charge against them of having overturned the 
laws, the jostil'e, and the revenues of their country. 
,Vbat were thei. laws? The arbit.rary mandate&. 
of cap~cioU8.deBpQWm. Wut their juatia '! TN 



pal'tialradjudicatiomr of 'l'enabniagistrates: '·What 
their l'evenoes? National bankl'nptcy. ,ThiS' ·be 
thought the fundamental error' of the right .honor .. 
able gentleman's argumentj\that heaootlsed· thd 
National.Assemhly·ef creating the evils,'Wbiehtbey 
had found existing in flllJ derormity at the iirst noor 
of tbeir meeting. The puhlic creditor bad beeD de­
frauded J' the manufacturer: waS .' out ,of"crilployoJ 
trade was languishing.; famine elimg 'UPllJj ,the 
poor; '.despair on all. In'this situatiOJ)~ the,wisdom 
Rod feelings of the nation were appealed ItGI.by th~ 
goverinnpnt'l and· was· it to> be . !Wondered .. at:· by 
Englishmetl, that a people, So circoinstanclid',:lIkduld 
searcb 'for the cause and ~oUl·ce· of. all tbeir'ofllltl­
mitieil; or that they should find tbem in the IO'bitl'ar,. 
Ilon5titutioD of their goverument, and, in l'hlfprbdigal 
anell corrupt administration of their reV81l11e!JI ilr!·JiFlR" 
Bl'Ich'an /lvii, wben "PtoVi!dJ 1vhirt remedy,collhl b~ 
resorted ·to,' but a radIoal·amendment 0f the fit~ 
and fabric of the constitution. itself. This. chirilge 
wasootthe' object at\d wish of·;the NationftlllA. 
semMy ool.y, it was the claim alilt Cl'ybf'all Frirrlce, 
,mi'ted' all' onl!man 1M' ooe' plirp6S\'l;l1 Ht joined 
with Mr;,'Durke iii· abhorring t!te'.,,geltie$ thiat had 
beeD committed;' but< what. was the 8trikiog'les.~ 
'lie awful' moral that ;Wall tn bll gllflhe"red frMII. tile 
outrages 0' tlie 'POiltil~e'j'! "What, 'but 'It SUperior 
abhorre\l'Ui bf ·that· accursed ~y9temof ~eilpotic: glY­
"ernmerrt, which' had sa deforlfied .. and'!l:ornipted 
JnuDIlo' natore, as tOiinake'itlf· subjeCtll.capabhr 'of 
8\1ch acts'; a gO\7ernment· that> sets at nauglit> tl\e 
property, the· tiberty,.and· livet4 of the'!luhjects 1'a 
government that' deals -in' extortion,. dungeons;, and 
tortures; liebllhi exaWlple-.of depravity to'tbe slaves 
it ruletl over ; and, if· a day" of power l»in4I!!t 10 the 
""!letched popu4'ace; it iii 01)11 to be' W()nd~ lit, how<­
ever it is to be'l"eg~tted. lnat they- act witbo\J.ftbo!fe 
~liDg's 'of justice an~ humanitr,whirh'>thfll ~ii1-
. eJples and-' the practice of then' g'OveroO'rs ihaVe 
.tripped them oil; ,At, ·the Sll:me 'time, if thl!i'tS ~re 

B2 
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any persons, who, for the 'purposes of their own pri­
vate and personal ambitlonj had in~tigated those 
outrages, they, whatever their rank, birtb,' or for­
'tooe, deserved the execration of mankind. J altice, 
however, required, that no credit should be given to 
mere romors on such a subject. 

Bot wbatever these outragers were, or whoever 
caused tbem, was tbe National.Assembly in any re-' 
apect responsible? Tbe National AlSembly, who, 
in all cases, bad interfered with zeal and alacrity for 
the maintenance of order and jost information­
'What action of theirs anthorized the appellation of 

-a" bloody, ferocioua, and tyrannical democracy P­
Language, like this, bad been too prevalent in 
lOme of the ministerial prints, and be had alway. 

, seen itwitb regret; for, to traduce tbe National 
Assembly, was; in . his mind, to libel the whole 
·French nation: whatever was great or good in 
France, must be looked for tbere, or no wbere. 

MJ'. Sberidan next attacked Mr. Burke', decla­
ntion, that the ,French migbt have received a good 
constitution from their monarch. Wbat! wal it pre­
paringloJ'tbemin tbe camp of Marsbal Broglio? or 
were they to search for it in tberoins of tbe Butile?' 
lie avowed a most eagn and IBnguine bope that the 
despotilm of France slwuld never be rutored. He 
avowed tbl8, not only as a friend to the general 
.rigbts of mankind, bot as a politician, speaking only 
for the advantage of bis conntry. He W88 con­
'Yinced, that it was lor the interest of Great Britain, 
,that the despotism of FJ'8Dce sbould be destroyed. 
,Whoever looked into OOJ' history, would come at 
4lnce to the. opinion, that the greater part of the 
expense of blood and treasure of this nation bad 
bee .. owing tq .the circumstance of France being. 
despo'~ ~; aud, being. despotic govena­

.menlo being wha& aU despotism. eveJ' bad beeu, • 
government of unpriuciS~1m ambition, and without 
faith 01' justice in its . ga with other nation-. 
~ J;raDce, amend her eoustitnlioo, she fIUIY '-om. 
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more powerful in her permanent 'reso 
'1:ertainly will be a juster, worthier,' and 
able nation, and more li/tely tQ act to 
we -do now, t<!wards her. The French 
rally a' brave and generous people; their VI a~ 
been tbeir government .. In hoping, however. ~ 
that government might. be radically amended. he 

. 1:ould· not be thought to approve of wanton perse­
'cutionof the nobility, or, any insult to royalty: it 
was. consistent .with the spirit of the .1JlPS~ perfect 
constitution, that the monarch should retain all the 
powers, dignities, and prerogatives becoming ~h .. 
first magistrate of 80 great a country..' . '" 
: Mr.l5heridan' went into other parts of the. discus­
siQn respecting the French revolution, and paid bigh 
oompliments to the Marquis de laFayette, Monsieur 
Baily, and others of the French patriots; aud COIl­
-eluded with expressing his regret that' so, many 
friends of the minister had held sentiments. appa. 
~ently contrary; and above all, that his right honor­
able friend should have suffered his humanity,how~ 
ever justly appeale~ t!>, to have billbsed ~is judgmen~ 
on 80 great a'quesbon. .... . . ' 

Mr. Sheridan concluded, with expressing a furr 
ther difference with Mr. Bucke, with respect tQ OUr 
own revolution of 1688. He had never been acClls. 
tomed to consider that transaction, as, merely ·th. 
removal of one oman, ~nd the substitntion of another, 
but as the gloriOUS 1i:!ra that gave real and efficient 
freedom to this conn try , and established, on a per. 
manent. basis, those sacl:ed principles of gQvem. 
ment, and reverence for the rights of men, which 
~e, for one; could not value here. without wishing to 
tee that diffused throughout the world. ., 

Mr. Bur," 1IfUUI<f'ef1, IMt 1u .. "" ·."" .... l!1lammted.",.,. llie 
Iatvilsbk ruuaily _/ ROID publicly declarila,:, tllBl luMtj",.,Ia, AU 
Tat1nbrGbk Jrimd IffId lie were separaled in pOlitiea; yet, _ ia tile 
wry I1IOIJIlIIt o/ltpartJlitnt, lie ...".cled thaI IWlunwrablejrimtl,(",. 
• lie Nul '*" ia tile laabit of eslling Iaim, _Id Moe Irtated lint 
eiIl ..... ~ of kilUi_: or ., """, °if lie Nul IIOt, fur- tile 
.. 'If -/onC ad tltlli&abk --'ioII, laeard Aim witla _ par-
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MABC~. 3.-

, EXCISE 'bUTJ:ES 'ON' 'i'o:U,cco~ 

: ,Mr. S~ERiDAN 'observ~d,' thllt havingsomer!"U;.. 
sOn to .conclude that neither the ministeli, Dor any, 
of those gentlemen who Wllre connected. with ,him 
in office, .wouldoppose the motion which heshouldi 
b~g .eave to :submit to the considerati<!n Qf the­
house, it might· appear improper tP. Elnter, for the 
present; into a detail of the subject. ~e. should not" 
therefore, trouble the house with any long series o. 
rilmarks. conceroiog . the ne('essity of I'epllaling the:­
act of the last se~sion, subjecting the ~allqfact!H'er'" 
of tobacco and snuff to ,the' Excise.Laws;,but he. 
would chiefly employ, the Jew words. he !I\lould'llse,. 
ill most earoestly entreating geotleQlen'to pay atteri~1 
tion to the sobject, assuring them that ~t was of iuji", 
nite importance, and the more it was eoquirec:l into" 
the more ~ould its extent and magnitude display 
themselves. audit would ,he fou~d that,!I, mattet-o 
more iuterestiog to the. fu·~tand, dllarcst principle$, 
of the constitution; had scarcely eVllr clllled fo~ thlli 
investigation of a Briti.sh house of oommpos.' EVE>ry; 
membe.rmllStwish, that in, a question where the. 
revenue was matelially; concerne.cl, the utmost .eau-!oJ 
dour might be pl"eserved,. and. nothing- whil)h bor& 
the smallest appearaoceof party spirit be sllfferedt 
to prevail" Ia alJcases of .reveou.e; two or three ii!-,.; 
stances. excepted, it lIlust be admi~~d that the whole: 
Muse, to a man, had joined cordially and earnestlY! 
msuPP91,tiOgj the measures in agitation, and in en .. 
deavouring,as llffectually as possible, to IjUstair. 
and keep up the credit of the c9ulltry. 11& thll onlY! 
cases in which opposition had beenmaintainlld,mo,~ 
good had been done than harm,. a.s had ,beenevidenll 
ill the case ofthll fustiBO tax, and· the shop tax. and 
hetr~l\ted that the .. arne consequence would follow· 
the repeal of thll tobILCco act i; for repealed it mllSt be,~ 
iLthe .hoQSe wDu14 f~irl'y. BOil closelY (lxamillll jntg, 
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its operation and effects. It was unneces8ary for 
him either to dwell much upou the general inatten. 
tion of that .. house to questions of revenue, and the 
absolute necessity of introducing bills of con,ider. 
able importance, early in the llession, 80 that there 
might be time for their full and complete discussion; 
or to point out tbe folly of reposing a blind confidence 
in ministers' experience resrecting matten of re­
venue. Had tbe tobacco bi! been introduced early 
in a session, it was utterly impossible that it should 
ever have passed at all; bnt rrotracted as it had 
been, purposely, to the end 0 the session, gentle­
men bad not that opportunity of examining and con­
sidering a bill of such lengtb, and complicated va­
riety, wbich ougbt to have been given, and which 
alone conld prevent the disgrace whicb the house 
ultimately sustained, in being obliged, the very next 
session after it had passed, to revise. reconsider, and 
amend tbeir own act. No man (Mr. Sheridan said) 
could pronounce him wrong in this observation, or 
declare tbat he bazarded an opinion whicb wu 
donbtful; since, in passing the tobacco act, the 
house bad passed an act, tbat. in the judgment of the 
greatest law autbority of the kingdom, had been 
called a mass of contradictioOi and absnrditi... He 
did not mean to refer to tbe place where tbi. decla-­
ration had tJeen made, because he knew that the 
forms and cilstoms of tbat bonse would not admit of 
it, and be wished not to be irregular, but be bad the 
_sanction of tbe fim le~al autbority in tbe kingdom 
to declare, that tbe bill was 10 ill drawn, that it 
W81 impossible to be nnderstood; that it W81 fnll of 
clauses of an opposite and eontradictory nature; 
that Diany of them were absolutely irreconcileable J 
and tbat the whole bill had been framed and pot 
together by a man, wbo could write, but who could 
not read. The principle of the bill led to !he intra­
doetion ofa general excUe; and, therefore, on that 
ground alone, it ought to be repealed. He wished 
also, &hat if it were pD8BibJe" it could be Yiewed 10 
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as to be regarded solely as " matter of reveriiI~~ aii; 
connected as it, were from the constitution. "He 
knew that it was impossJblein that house absolutely 
to disconnect the constitution and the revenue in all 
matters regarding the revenue; but still he' wished 
that it might be looked on with a trading eye; 'anel 
solely with a view to the revenue: The excis~ laws 
would then be found likely to cut up our resources 
by the roots, and to be the most fatal mode of col.! , 
lection in its effect, to which it was possible to'resorf. 
In the, case of tobacco they were wholly inapplica-l 
ble; and,' in fact, he would lay :it down as 8 prinl 
ciple in the broadest and most unequivocalmannerJ 
that the extension of the excise system would bejust 
as applicable to the cloth which we' wore on our 
backs, the buckles in our shoes, 'and any and every 
other article of our manufacture as tobacco' and! 
snuff. In conclusion, Mr. Sheridan moved ;--"" , 

" That the several petitions which have beem 
presented to this house, in this session of par\iamen~ 
praying for a r~peal oralt~ration of the'~' pass,ad 
In the last sessIon of parhament, for laytng ,eXCIse: 
duties on tobacco, be referred toa committee of the> 
whole house, and that such of the said petitionerS' 
lUI desired to be heard by their counsel in suppono' 
their said petitions." ., 

,Mr. Pitt tJ1I8W~d. but did not "PP". tilt motion. ' 
, , 

• "'<',' 

, Mr. Sheridan replied, that he should not gO into' 
any 'general arguments in answer to' the tartnes" 
and asperity manifested hy the right honorable genJ 

tleman,wholD he was sorry to perceive so sore upon­
the subject, but' however the right honorable'gen;: 
tleman might lose his temper, he was determined tao 
keep his own, and adhere to the moderation 'with 
which he began. ' As to the general observation thati 
he bad made, respecting the consequence of bring-..I 
ing in great and Important bills atthi! end of tl16 
session. and passing thelQ in a hurry, it was a jUJoJ 
tifiable one, surely, since the first 'law authorityiJll 
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the kingdom had said that the bill was unintelli. 
gible, and pronounced it a mass of contradictions, 
absurdity and oppression. Had he wiHhed to speak 
of bringing in the bill with· any 80rt of severity, he 
migbt have charged the right honorable gentlemal1 
with having" in the course of tbe preceding sellsion, 
informed the honse that the bill was nearly ready ~ 
aDd then having the next y'ear. premeditatedlyaud 
designedly, protracted it tlil the end of the session, 
wheD a sufficient nnmber of gentlemen were not in 
town, or did not attend to give it the necessary ell ... 
mination. Adverting to the Chancellor of the Ex­
chequer's observation respecting the want of analogy 
between broad cloth and tobacco, IIr. Sheridan de­
clared, that he had never dreamt of any, but merely 
talked of tbe applicability of the excise law. to two 
opposite articles of _Dufacture. The right bonor­
able gentleman had a8!1erted, that he had 80ught 
the best information in his power, and that the 
manufacturers bad engaged to send bim an account 
of their grievance.. but tbey had failed to make 
good their word. )lr. Sberidan contradicted thu 
assertion, and said, that luckily the matter did not. 
HIlt 011 his evidence, but a third party, the manufac­
turers themllelves. Be confeased he was not pre­
sent at tbe meeting, but he spoke upon tbeir who­
rity. It was tme, the right houorable gentleman 
IlLW them, and asked them to state their grievances 
specifically in writing; they told him that waa a 
matter of information they could not aWard to give 
him, but wished to give all the information in their 
power to the representatives of the people.. There. 
Wall nothing extraordinary in this;, and yet, beca~ 
they would not privately commnoicate their case ~ 
th. . right honorable gentlemaa, ,he had charged. 
them. ~th haYing. del,:liaed the performance of .. 
~ wbicla the maanfactureq not ooly aever 
1IWl ... but to wmca they espreuly reCUSE4 to ac­
cede. ,"'or bis ew .. par&, he _14 ~tively a.ffina 
t,hII& die petitiouea W .-01 had J84lODr!le &Q the eIr-
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citing any sort of clamour, but were ready til. come 
to the bar of that house and prove, by evidence. tha,t 
they laboured under a very great oppression and in-' 
(lOnvellience. This was the proper mode of pro.. 
eeeding, and it should be considered, that the mB~ 
nufacturers were men of character and respectability, 
in every sense of the words; when they Came: to the _ 
bar, the house would be able to know who. anel what 
they were, and how the facts actually Iltol)l!I. 

The motion pmed. . . 
Mr. Sheridan rose again to name the day, but 

begged the honorable member for Hull to decJare 
whether h,e did not know that the whole of the hilJ 
had not been put in force? A material part of the 

. evidence would go to prove thBt the bill was so im, 
practicable, that parts of it had been obliged '0 be 
$uspended. 

Mr. TTwmt<Ja MlBlIIlffll. tAot tho 6UfW!I' tI1ffl mode _. frlio 
fUtfltly is tho <"""try tha" is tOlPfl. (tmly on .. ; ... IIIII,/a ill ,lit 
/alt.,., but....,~ every furtniF,ht ill ,ho fOT11U:T) tmd, tMref",... 'ho in. 
eon""';"'ce of the act """"<I ~ hem felt more ....,d!l ill 'ho corm.. 
try than in ttnlllJ. .' .' 

The ensumg T/avr.dau WIl8 '111",.d for tho· day t1J the IJOIIIIlIitlte' • 
.;.ting. ~ I ! 

APRIL 16. 
, 

. EXCISE DUUES ON ,TOBACCO. 

Mr. slinitio. ~ tA, ord ... <f tho ihy for tlu "- 'to rt8IIlN 
Uadf inlI1" c_itt", on lhe .......upotili_. pr4yUtg for" ~'II 
tAl act for ~¥ tobacco; !ll)/Ue4 being complied lIIit4j ,. , 

. ~lr. SHE:arru.N.observed, 'that" iA. despite ef the 
little consideratioB towhicb several hononb1eme_ 
bl\fs might think the subject of the !lIllluinlf d!lbattt 

.eJ;\t.itAed, be felt himself thoroughly (lOnv.inQed tb.et/ 
the g,rell.t importance of its .Dature merited the clpse&li 
",tteQtipp,. "'lid the most serious Utv.88tigatipn of thQ 
comp)i~tee;; and" therefoN, upon s.ucha gl'ound.,bo 
sbuw4t .. b the liberty t~ pUl in hi, lla.neM claim &cI 
th'l,fa~oltrQf '¥' 1I1JpN~JQed.aD.d. pa'iIlQt.bIlNin~ 
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·The matter, indeed, would lICarcely admit of being 
enlivened or dignified by the manner of discuRsion; 
),et it was deeply interesting; for, it involved within 
it points which were exceedingly material to the 
existence of the constitution itself. He W8H, how­
ever, too well persuaded, that before he could 8UC­

ceed in making Bome members of the committee 
~iew the question in the same light in which it ap­
peru-ed to him, there were some prejudices which it 
would be necessary for him to endeavour to remove •. 
Of late he had observed that, whenever revenue 11'88 

mentioned in parliament, it seemed to be uuderstood 
that every other consideration was to give-way toit; 
and that even constitutional principles were made 
subordinate to an increase of revenue. This had 
grown into a kind of prejudice; and a man would· 
run the hazard of being thought an enemy to the 
credit of the nation, who should venture to oppose 
a plan, however injurious it might prove to the 
rights of the anbject, if it purported to hold out a 
prospect of an increase of reveuue. Yet It ill should 
he presnme to oppose that prejudice, at the same 
time tbat he professed himself to be among the 
foremost of thm;e who were anxious to nphold and 
prese"e tbe pnblic credit. He was aware that the 
(ioctrine on which tbis prejudice was founded bad 
powerful advocates, and was sanctioned by great 
anthorities. Mr. Hastings, among otbers, had de-. 
elared himself tbe champion of it, and lent it the 
weight and credit of his Dame; for, he had affirmed 
it, in a solemn manner, to be his opinion, that H ra­
"YenDe was tbe end of all government."-But though 
this position was advanced by so great a itatesman, 
he would Dot hesitate to say. that it could not be 
maintained for a moment by any man wbo had tbe 
sma1lest regard for the bappiuC88 of his fellow-cr~ 
1nres.Tbe true end of government was to keep 
mankind together by eeenring their happin~ pro­
tecting their rights. and iDSDriug to them the pas­
-wpudeujo,ment ofh~rty and property. Be.: 
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venue might be used as part of the means for effect> 
ing tbese desirable purposes, but it would be a per· 
version of common sense to call it. the end of go., 
"emment. These person who could mistake 're. 
venue for the end' of government, would, and must 
censider a national debt as absolutely necessary in 
every state; and would therefore take care to esta. 
blish what he must always 'consider as danger-ous to 
liLerty;- for, a public debt of any magnitude pro. 
duced of course ,taxes; the' collection of taxes re;­
quired revenue officers; the appointment of ,these 
being in the execntive government, would, necessa.,­
rily extend the influence of the crown, and·, that 
extension must be at the expense of the rights €lithe 
people. He was willing to go great lengths ,to 

, snpport the pnblic credit, by increasing the revenue; 
but he thought that there were some rights which 
were. above all price, and for the want or loss of 
which no increase of revenue could be a compensa.,. 
tion. There was another prejudice, the fatal influ­
ence of which had been experienced more than once 
in the defeat of laudable endeavors made by frieuds 
to their country to. oppose what they couceived to 
be injurious to the people's rights. And this preju. 
dice was, that measures 'proposed by a minister 
were opposed of course by liis political adversaries 
in parliament, not because the measures were wrong, 
but because they were his. . This prejudice was 
founded npon an opinion as unjust as it was injurious, 
and could not, for a moment, staud the ordeal of 
enquiry. If gentlemeu would look back, and review 
the proceedings of that opposition of which it was 
his boast to be a'member, they would find, that the 
persons of whom it was composed, had, upon alIoc.., 
casions, manifested a strong desire tocoucur with 
the minister in 8upportingthe public credit; 'and 
that they never attempted to catch at popularity, by 
CGntending that taxation was unnecessary .. ,.On the 
eontrary, they had 'always agreed with him,that in 
tbe actual situation of Bft'airs,. the burdens, of· tha 
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people eould Bot be lightened. \Vhenever, then. 
tbey had cliffered from bim, and condemned any·of 
hi. measures, tbe difference was not about the end, 
but the means, and tbe issue of their oppotition, on 
"aciou8 occaaioos, proved that it was founded on 
reason, and not in hostility to the minister. It Willi 

to oppoRition tbat the nation was indebted for the 
defeat of tbe plan, by which the minister would have 
placed an excise officer at the mouth of every coa~ 
pit in the kingdom; for that mu~t have been the 
aBe, if he had not been obliged by opposition to 
give uptbe duty whicb be bad propoRed to lay upon 
coals. Wben one of tbe most valuable manufac­
tures in tbe kingdom, tbe eotton, was end:mgered 
by the iujudicious excise duty laid UpOD fuNtiaD', 
and other articl8l, opposition ltepped forward, and 
by procuring tbe repeal of that duty, preserved from 
ruin one of tbe greatest IOUrce. of trade aod wealth 
to tbe nation.Tbe shop-tax waa allfO .0pp08ed; 
and, after repeated struggle-. the minister ga'l'e it 
1Ip; in that case b. mlllt be imagined to have givea 
way to eoorictioa. aad DOt to clamour; and conle­
"lnentl,. he hi_If, by _Dting to tbe repeal of 
that tall, admitted tbat the oppoaitiOD to it .,81 wen 
loOllded. In tbese ... wioo imotance. tbe OOIi1iliitUe 

would lee that DJIPOIritiOlll had not been actnated 
by fad .. lIlGtives; the 88Cce&lI whicb atteaded the 
8iand aade to ttlose dift"enmt B1eaAOres, and the 
IDinister>s ow_ eonduet in giving up hi. pIau", 110&­
witlwtandiag die kind of pweBtal foadn_ tbat be 
... ImoWII, ill geoeral. 10 feel for whatev81' propo­
.tion lie bad OIlee adopted. proved, beyond c.orJtnt­
dietioo, IIbae the gentlemea in eppamtiuo lied geod 
___ OIl thei .. Bide. The prejudice wbich be _ 
&heB _baiiag, wu not eon6aed to the Jtoo.e of 
IIOm-, but pervaded large hom" of Jll3DU(ae. 
tarera, w'-e spiftt had been brokea· doWII b, the 
~pptemo .. ot euise lmn.. 
. It 'l!8I the decilled opiuio. ol_~ .C tk m .. 
ll1Ifactnren 01 the ."er, II11icle oa...,Jaieh lie _ to 
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say IDllch befor'e- b&"lSbollld, sit dOWn,tbat ,theaeto 
was ali oppressi",e, as absurd., and as ,impracticable 
all it bad bedn declared to be by himselfand others I. 
and yet -tbey did! not! dare to join their brethrew, iQ' 
opposing it, lest ,by joining .opposition, .they" should 
bring upon themselves the indignation of govern­
ment, and ,the ill-will of the commissioners oiexciae. 
Thi. he .could prove by' a letter then in hill hand. 
written by ,Mr., Purvis. of Hull~an eminenfimano­
facturer. in. the. tobacco line, te the, committee of 
tobacconists.., A passage from this ,letter l\b.; Sheri-: 
dan read,~andit appeared from it that Mr. Pll11Vis,i 
thobgh.; he ·had ,onCII, theught stHIl of ,the tobacco 
excise ac~ that hll WI\II 08 the 'POiM oi'quitting the 
trade j' and, though; ai· least two ont of .the; three 
partne1'll i. :hill house·had been 011 ;the poillitlohe..! 
tiriDg,frOIll.it"OD account of this act, yet hewu of 
opinion that the manufacturers flughtto'aequieICe; 
" lest by throwing themselves into the arms'ofop,,! 
position, thlly should, draw npon, thenuelves the ill.. 
will of government." _Snell WlIII the mode of think .. 
iog and actinlfinto. whicll afree-bera,subjectmigbt 
be driven' by, the ;opprelsi'Ve spirit ;of, the, ;eseisi8 
laws. UneolllllioD.· pain .. had beeD, takenl, in ,the 
plililic prints, to, defalDlI.! all those"wlw had ,taken 

,any part in endeaTouring , to pro_e aI repeal o£ the 
tobacco act.:. And no one ,had, beell! Itlfll'lli distin .. 
guiahed on'tbe eceasion. than. .himself. He beg- . 
ged lea.veto apologize for speaking CODCIeming' 
himself; lte, at all times disliked egutiSIIIIIIj and _e 
110, on the present occesien, wheBl the ~entimJ oil 
tae colBlllittee W88 to. be takea up w.itla the ctmail-; 
deration. of illli)JOrtaat IlUbjecls; blMi, ,still;,as..ifj 
Wll8 the pa.rIl whi.eb., he had mAten ia thiJ,busio­
nOaa that bad dn_.· upon him the iii willi" 
these, who. had. tsadlleed lUIIl; andu ,they hwl 
CODIlCICteci his. penonal charadsr wilh the impor­
tant business in which he .Wtlll then engagetl, he 
hoped that the, c:mnmittee would del" kin 1D tres­
pass. fot 1IOBl8 felll lIliDut.e~ 0.., their paliIlRcB,.whilaj 

, . 
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he should proceed ,to a· few ..-em arks upon the at.­
tack. that had beea made upon him. Th088 who 
made thOle attack .. bad !!Oile oot of the common 
path, and instead of punumg the old IOber staple of 
ahulle, bad desceaded to the Iowett acurrilitiee, and 
fellen without mercy not only upon hit public con­
duct, but aLio on bis private life. They bad made 
eharges of a lriugular nature, and endealoured to 
rob him of the esteem and friendship of tJw.e whom 
he valned most in lOCiety. ,Fortouately,ihowever, 
their charges were .as void of troth, as they were, 
franght ,with malice. He bad, bitherto, treated 
them with contemptuous silence, and would have· 
continued, in· tm. dispositioD to the PreteDt day, if 
he bad not felt lOme reason to think, which reason 
he had not heard till a few hours ago, that lOme of 
those charges were considered as founded,in truth. 
What he ,more particularly alluded to were; whi .. 
J>81'11 . or reports of jealousiet ~ lOme of bit 
ileare4 friend., and of a certain OppooritiOD affirmed ' 
to have been made by a noble Duke (of Portland) 
agaiost lOme view. or expectatiODl, which he (Mr. 
Sheridan) was IBid to have entertained concerning 
aoch whispers and reporta,. he coold truly declare, 
that tbere WBI Dot in them one grain of troth. The 
epiaion which they ILICribed to the noble duke had . 
Bever been entertained by him-Mr. SberidaD ob-. 
served, that he would not ventnre to Itate to the. 
eommiUee. the opinion that. the Doble dub was 
pleued to entertalB of him, lest he should be aClCUlled 
Of vanity iD pnblishing, what he might deem bighly 
flattering: an. therefore, that be would assert on 
thit occasion wu, that if be had it in hit power to 
make the lOaD, wbose good opinioD be should IDCIIIt , 
highly prize. think Batteringl, .of him. he. would 
haye that man 10 think of him precUely as the noble., 
duke did i and ihea his wish OD that IUbjeet would 
be IDCIIIt amply gratiBed. ," ,,, .• 

. The jeaJousiea to. which he wBl.clacrihed U 
having pt'8D ~on. q:iRed oal1 iD &be braia of, 
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the traducers ; they did Dot; they .could Dot exishny 
where else. I.' ., 

. H .... · Mr. ·F~uchzimtd '-Hur '111m I hear_rill'a toru'Df 
lJf'1II'obation., . , .' . " 

He wastberefore, perfectly at his ease, whilst the 
traducers were propagating their; calumnies. He 
defiE'd any man 'to charge him: with any' one' act 
whicb could be tortured into a violation of any en-:­
gagement founded in honor and integrity •. '. If< he 
could be charged, in truth; witb any 'dishonorable~ 
mean, or Dnmanly act, be should feel very differently 
indeed; his 'mind, in tbat calle; would sting bim 
more tban tbe most bitter reproaches of his most· ca­
lumniating enemies. As to any pretensions wbich 
migbt be ascribed to bim to situations far beyondbis 
natural weight in the community, be would only'ob~ 
serve, tbat it was the peciIliar excellence of tbe Bri­
tisb constitution, that a man could push forward into 
notice and . distinction the talents'or abilities, wbat­
ever tbey might be, with wbicb providence had en-
40wed bim.· Mr. Sberidan, at ,length retuming to 
tbe system of excise, said, that he then held in bis 
hand a book, wbich contained only ten acts of par~ 
liament for enforcing tbe excise; and he was bold 
enough to declare, that in no age, or country, had 
the most felt despotism pnrsued measures' more ty" 
rannical, more cruel, or more oppressive tban tbose 
which were to be found' in that book. Despotism~ 
be admitted, bad oppres~ed, witb marked cruelty in 
all ages; but never had it assumed the robe· and 
form of law. and built up such a system of oppression 
1IS that book exhibited; It would prove an endless 
task to point out 'he various instances' which had 
come to his knowledge of the oppressive spiritoftbe 
excise laws. He would, tberefore, content himself 
with one.' An eminent distiller,. of very fair cba" 
racter, bad occasion to dispute a judgment by wbich 
a quantity of spirits had been seized and condemned 
as being above proof. He ,maintained tbat tbey 
were not above proof; that Clarke's hydrometer, 

VOL. 11. S 
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by which they had been proved. Wal faulty; and· 
that jf the spirits were tried by accurately-made by. 
dromete1'll, they would b. found 1.0 be luch .. the Ia" 
required them to be, and consequently not seimble .. 
The cue went to trial, and turoed out to be pre­
cisely 88 the distiller bad Btated it to be j 111'. Claru 
admitted that hi .. hydrometer was faulty, Bod re­
quested that the commiuionen of exci .. would giy. 
him leave to amend aud correct it.. But, in»tead of 
listening to a request 80 reasonable and jOllt, tber. 
procured a clause to be inserted io a hotch-potch bil , 
by which it was enacted that Clarke'. hydrometer 
should in future be the Iepl standard for trying thtr 
Itrengtb of.pirits. This hydrometer was acoow­
ledg~d by its maker to be faulty; and yet the com­
missioners, &0 far from granting him leave to amend 
it" applied to parliament for an act which lanct~ 
error, and legalized falseboodand oppreuion. 

This single instance must give the committee aD 
idea. of the spirit of the elICise. lawl; and yet tile 
idea would be faint, and fall infinitely .hon of the 
reality. If, in the course of a trial, it was found that 
a peJ'llOJl whose gouda were seized, had been able to 
recover them, a new clause or act was proposed to 
meet this particular ease; so that system of exci8e 
law was not founded on any general principle, but 
on particular cases, and m its progrea, it advanced 
regularly from a.lower to a higher degree of oppr_ 
sWo. ThDll, for instance, in the reign of Charla II. 
wben the excire Jaw .. begaD fim to appear, great 
caniion was used to secure the liberty of tbe anb­
jec:t from being waatonly abused. In the first in­
atance, an excise officer coold not break. into • 
hoose. without informatioa upon oath, without. 
warrant from a justice of peace. and the pr_ 
IUld attendance of a CODIltable J and DO bOnse 'Was, 
even with all these pruantiODlt, to be atered by aD 
exciseman in the night.. But, by degrees, all &bete 
barriel'll erected ill' the protection of liberty, 'Were 
~ down i the 'Wanau' from &he jwrtice w .. diA. 
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pensed with, as well as the information upon oath, 
and the attendance of a constable; ~md at last the 
officer might enter in the dead of night ; nay, so far 
had tile spirit of despotism been carried, that in the 
very present administration, a clanse was inserted in 
an act for empowering even a reputed officer of 
excise to enter ,a house by night, without wari'an~ 
or presence of a constable.' 

Hen the Att_y-GtAerol _II til doubt by Tail 100"" wlrdfleto 
IJlcl& " e/_ t:tndll "'- ptUltd. 

But Mr. Sheridan said it certainly had paned, 
after baving been ineffectually opposed by himself 
and a worthy and respectable member for Salisbury 
(Mr. Hussey.) It was so gross an act of despo­
tism, however, that during the next session of par­
liament it was repealed. In ,all the cases of trial 
under the excise laws, the offic6rs and the tradesmen 
were not what they ought to be in a free conntl'p-­
they did not go into court upon eqnal terms. It was 
the boast or the English constitution, that the highest 
and the lowest subject in the land met in a court of 

• justice on terms of equality; but this equality was 
destroyed by the excilltllaws. If goods were seized, 
tbe owner became obliged t1l prove tbat they had 
paid the duty I but the officer was not likewise re­
Gueed to the necessity of proving that they were 
seizable, nntil the owner should have established 
grounds that a jury might deem sufficient to war­
rant and call for the restoration of them. The offi­
cer could hring his action within three years, the 
trader within three months; and the latter was com •. 
pelled to give notice in writing of the grounds on 
which he intended to rroceed; and he was re­
strained, at Itbe time 0 trial, from bringing any 
fresh ground, or giving any evidence which he had 
lIot specified in the notice: and, after all, though 
the jury should, on finding the conduct of the officer 
to have been vexatious, malicious, and oppressive, 
'give the trader fil/e thousand pounds damages; yet. 
iftbe jlldge should'eertify that there WII! probable 

. 12 
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~ound for the seizure, the damages thus given-by a 
JUry, might be reduced to twopence. Here it might 
be said, tbat the cbaracter of the judges would not 
allow the supposition that any of them wouill fa­
vour the excise officer, at the expense of Justice. 
He, for one, thought as highly as any man of the in­
tegrity and patriotism of tbe preoent judges; but he 
did not conceive it fitting thal the liberty and pro­
perty of the subject should ever rest upon mere con­
fidence in the character of individuals; those who 
would have him submit to luch a predicament, 
would only alarm still more his jealousy. It might, 
perhaps, be contended, that tbe sting of the excise 
law8 was taken away by the moderation with which 
tbey were executed; and an honorable and learned 
gentleman (the Attorney-General) bad said, on a 
former occasion, that. in point of fact, not more than 
seven and a half per cent. was levied of all the fine. 
and penalties incnrred by the traders under tbese 
laws. He admitted tbe moderation of tbe crown 
lawyers; but tbis very moderation was gronnd for 
alarm; for it sbewed that those who incurred· 
penalties under tbe excise laws, held ninety-two and 
a balf per cent. of their property at the will and plea­
sure oCthe crown, and consequently were obliged to 
submit to any thing, rather tban offend the govern­
ment of the day, by whose forbearance alone they 
enjoyed 80 considerable a portion of propt'rty, which 
might be exacted and taken from them, under the 
name of penalties and fines. Lying thus at the 
mercy of government, tbeir !!pirit was broken down; 
and in point of fact they became less I?ood citizens 
and subjects tban they were before. U JlOIl thill 0c­

casion. it wonld be expected that he should make 
lOme remarks concerning the trial by jury, partico­
Jarly as it was mentioned in allihe petition!! then on 
the table. If there was any homan mltitution which 
a mau might be permitted to idolize, enD with the 
enthusiasm of superstition, it was the trial by jory. 
But if it was to be continued uroD DO other prioci-
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pIes than those of the excise laws, he should not deem 
·it worth preserving; nay, he thought that in the 
end it might become dangerous to the community. 
Men who were accustomed to see the numerous 
hardships and oppressions which were always the 
fore-runners of a trial on any of the excise laws, 
must, in the end, become familiarized with oppres­
sion, and lose mucb of. the horror which it at :6rst 
inspires; and finding their verdicts frequently set 
aside by the certificate of a judge, they mnst, of 
course, feel less anxiety about endeavouring to ap~ 
portion the damages to what they conceive to have 
been the extent of the ;njury done to the trader, 
when, after all their pains, the judge might reduce 
them to twopence. If the minister wished to make 
the trial by jury what it was intended by the consti.: 
tution, that it should be, a shield against oppression, 
he would have him not merely grant an appealfrom 
the deciHion of the commiHsioners, which would be at­
tended with the bad consequences that he had just 
described, but reform the whole sYHtem of proceeding 
in excise cases, and place the trader contending with . 
the excise office on that footin~ of equality, without 
which, justice could not be Obtained. Under the 
. present SYRtem, an option of trial by jury, in the last 
Instance, would prove but a mockery. Let the pre­
liminary hardships under which the trader labours 
be removed, and then hI! might have an equal 
chance for justice with the officer, which no one 
could say that he enjoyed at present. Exclusive of 
lying, as the traders do at preHent, so much at the 
mercy of the commissioners, holding, as they do, 
ninety-two and' half per cent. of the penalties in. 
curred under the excise acts, at the mercy of those 
commissioners, how often would they dare to assert 
their right, and endeavour to do themselves justice, 
when, by attempting to do so, they might expose 
themselves to the resentment of the board, and to 
consequent ruin? Mr. Purvis exhibited a striking 
jnstance how a man's spirit might be brokeD down 
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ander sucb circumst.'lncel. He, like other tobacco. 
nim, reprobated, in the strongest termS', the act for 
excising tobacco; and yet he would not venture to 
join them in endeavOIIring to procure a repeal of it, 
Jest be 8hould exp08e himself to the vengennce of 
government, by resisting one of its acts; and excite 
their indignation by applying to any gentleman in 
opposition to lend hiS' aid on the occasion. The 
officers of excise, without anyone motive to trellt 
with respect the libertiell of the people, hnd lOme 
temptation to endea"or to destroy them. The legis. 
lature had deprived those officer. of their electi"e 
franchise, by an act for which, it was true, be him. 
self had voted; but when he did vote for it, he gllve 
way to the high opiuion which he entertained of 
those who had proposed it, rather than to the die. 
tales of his own judgment; for he held the birth· 
rights of men to be too sacred a property to be taken 
from them witbout evident necessity. Howe"er, 80 

it was, that all person. employed JD the collection 
of the revenue, were 10 far disfranchised, that the 
legislature wonld not suffer them to ,.ote for mem· 
bel'll to serve in parliament. Smarting onder thill 
disfranchisement, they might $0 forth in tbe pleBII­
ing bope, tbat they should bave opportunities of 
revenglDg the affront tI.ey had receind, by ha· 
rassiog and oppressing others; these were the per. 
IlOO8 who were to be the public spirited destroyers of 
smnggling, and the restorers of fair and honest 
principles of trade. He would leave it to tbe com· 
mittee to judge how weD qualified they were for 
weh a task. How eoold degraded tellchen, repro­
bated reformers, and es:eommumcated millflionaries, 
introduce a Dew system of fair dealing I They were 
sent forth with brBnda upon their back, and _rges 
in their hand. to pot down tllDuggling, and establish 
a system of commerce equaUy useful to government 
and to the tnding interest. 

h to the country gent\emeo, they IJad of late 
lleemed to think that questions f1I eommeree did DOt 
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regard them; that in such questions they had _ 
interest; Bnd that the trading part of th" Wl.tioo was 
bound to attend to theOJ. But this was a. ,very 
wroag opinion; and he could prove to. them that 
Dot only they had all interest in aU questions. of 
trade, but that they had a greater interest in them 
than even the· merchants . and traders themselves. 
This proposition was not Dew; it had been first ad~ 
vanced by Mr. Loc~e •• man whose opinioo woulel 
be received as authority, not only in the house of 
commons, but ill aIL other places. Would the 
country gentlemen please to explain in what man..­
ner they thooght that the national debt was to be 
paiel off? At present the land stooo pledged for the 
payment of it; aud as it did Dot suffice for the dis~ 
charge of so immeose a. debt, the surface of the 
land, the flock. and. herds that grazed upon it, tbe 
ore dog from its bowels, must for ever "taud mort. 
gaged for it, unless redeemed by that which bids de.­
fi8llce to space or time-the inexbao.,tible resource 
of trade, aided by the irretlistible energy of en.­
terprize, uuder the management of inviolable fidelity 
to engagements, and directed by the wisdom of the 
legislature to the most eligible· objects. ; It was 
trade alone, then, that couM relieve the land from. 
the immense burden of debt under which it groaned; 
and tberefore the country gentlemen were deeply 
interested in every question of commerce; and more 
so eyen th8ll those by whom commerce was carried 
on. In general, the traders had not B permanent 
or hereditary interest in trade ; it was their wish to 
get out of it as soon a8 they eould {lind, therefore, . 
they might pursde such measures as would speedily 
enrich themselves, but leave trade not worth the 

, pursuit of those who might come after them. But· 
.be case Willi different with the 18lld-owners; as they 
mOlt wish to see the land freed from the incnm .. 
braftees of publie debt; and u thi. could be done 

. GIlly by trade, it was their interest to take care that "0 meaore wu pnrsuecl which c:ould check a, 
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'tramp- its operations, either at present or hereafter; 
:and consequently there was not a let of men in the 
nation so much bound to resist the shackles impOlled 
on trade by the excise lawi. Mr. ISheridan ob­
served, that it was not bis intention to 811y much 
about tbe manner in which the act for eJlcihing to­
"acco wal framell, though he might he tempted to 
animadvert severely npon it, the house being in a 
committee, and the Speaker nat being in the chair; 
. yet, were he to 8ay that the act was "a heap of 
contradictions and absordities, thrown together by 
some persoo who could write but could not read," 
-some gentleman might nat fail to call him to order, 
and tell bim that it was disorderly to allude to what 
-bad passed in anotber place, and that he must not 
state tbe highest law o\,inioo in the kingdom on thi, 
act, because that opiOlon was given in a place to 
wbicb the rules of the house would nat suffer its 
members to allnde. 

'l'he treasury seldom gave itself much trouble 
-about the formation of bills of revenue, but left it 
generally to the respective public board. to frame 
l.hem. The process was much like that of the m~ 
Dufacture of tob3COO. The bills were presented in 
the stork or short cut, to the boards, by IJOme of tbe 
chief members; there they were dried, and thence 
&ent to the Treamry mill to be ground and sifted; 
they received a little infosion in a preliminary and 
recommendatory speech from one of the great law 
officers of the crown, and then an application was 
made to the house of commons, as merely for per­
mit. Such was the DIna! procell. fromwhicb who 
could expect a complete and perfect manufacture? 
Mr. Sheridan observed, -that from the mass of evi. 
dence which bad been given on the IUbjed of thi. 
act, be would draw two conclusions, to which he 
was convinced that no bonest man, listening only 
to the voice of reason, could refuse bis assent. One 
was, that the act, IJO far from being c:a1cnlated to 
preTent smuggling. absolmely enconraged it, and 
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provided a secure asylum to protect its "growtli; 
.Tbe otber was, tbat tbe operation of tbe act must 
'necessarily end in the destruction of tbe" fai·r: and 
licit trade, and the establishment. of smuggling on 
its.ruin. He nexl; remarked,. that it was scarcely 
possible for any man' to point out clearly, and be­
yond all doubt, in what part of the kingdom the 
trade of a tobacconistuiight be carried on ; for the 
clause respecting this in the act, was enveloped. in 
such obscurity, that a man could hardly guess at 
its meaning. In all other busineSses, the officer was 
obliged to go to the manufacturer; but, under this act, 
the manufacturer was· obliged to' go to the officer; 
the mountain was compelled to go to Mahomet. 
It might be imagined that the Board of Excise 
would rest satisfied with the power of sending its 
officers to break into our. bouses at their pleasure; 
but that, it'seems, is not enougb, we must carry our 
houses to them,. that they may kick open the doors 
,at their leisure. Tbey say, "Bring us that mill 
·and stream from the valley; ,we .cannot go so far 
.froID home to survey it ... · . But .sucb language was 
·warranted by the I'rincipl~ of . the act, whicb 'Would 
not suffer the manufacture to be carried on, except 
in cities and market towns witbin five miles from 
the· coast. It was obvious that the act would to­
tally destroy tbe export trade of' manufactured 
tobacco. It limited the exportation to the island 
of Jersey; lind left it in the. power of the commis­
sionersof excise, who should export it to Jersey; 
as the act provided, that none should be at liberty 
to export, without a license from the commissioners, 
wbo were not bound to grant it to the first who 
should apply for it, but .might give it to. any fa­
·voriteswhom they chose to select. from among the 
manufacturers at large. The ground of the limita­
tion waS observed-it was, that ,the manufacture 
'might not be smuggled back. into. England from 
Jersey." But,this was a poor preventive to smug­
gling; as the people. could provide themselvell 
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from Holland or America, with any quantity for 
which they could find a vent. The export trade to 
foreign conntriea must be greatly injured, if not 
totally destroyed, by the act. In the fint place, 
the price paid for licencea wu proportioned to the 
quantity of tobacco manufactured. and consequently, 
it ought to be considered u a tax; which must raise 
the articles in the foreign market.. Thia wu con.. 
trary to every aound principle of trade, wbich con­
demned all burden. laid without absolute neces­
sity, on articles of exportatiou. When the ahop 
tax wUlroposed. the rigbt houorable gentleman 
respecte this principle; for he exempted from it 
all persons keeping warehouBel, and carrying on aa 
export trade. The present act, militating againat 
that wise principle of commerce, ought, therefore, 
to be repealed. u tending to injure our foreign trade. 

There was another way in which thia act wonld 
iujure, if not at last destroy our export trade of 
mannfactured tobacco; and that was, that if a to­
bacconist was in the act of getting ready to execute 
an order from abroad, he mult mspend hil work, 
if the excise officer should come to take a lRlTVey ; 
he muRt attend him whillt weighing the Itock; and 
many honrs, perhar some day., being loA in thi. 
bosineu, the vesse, in which he W81 to ahip the 
goods, ordered by bit foreign correspondent, being 
probably obliged to pot to sea in We mean time, 
the order is loA, and 10 perbapt is the cutomer 
for ever-for, not to be IIIbject to lOCh dUappoint­
ments, be, perhapll willleDd hil order to some other 
eoootry; and tbus, in the end. might this nlnable 
hranch fJf trade be transfeJTed to lOme fJther nahOD, 
and entirely lost to thil. Next, .. to the ellCOlU'llge­
ment which the act gal'S to 8IDuggling, though it. 
__ 00. object ... to mpport it. FormerJ~ 
difficulty which attended the tmuggling of • 
..... that e1'en after it wu landed .Dd housed, it 
"as _ill liable to seizure. But this difficulty w .. 
£UlDpleteJy nDII01'ed by the JiU!8liot act; for. the 
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moment it got nnder the roof of the tobacconist, it 
was as sacred as if it bad paid duty; the very offi­
cers of excise who had been examined at the bar, 
bad all admitted that there might be great quanti­
ties of smuggled tobacco on the premises of the 
'4Danufacturer, withoot their knowledge; nay that 
they might see it without being able to seize it. 
From papers then on the table, it appeared that 
there were 337 wholesale dealers in manufactured 
tobacco, and 60,000 retail dealers. Formerly, the 
smugglers could deal only with the former; but 
now, as every country retail dealer was a manufac­
turer, ann could have smuggled tobacco in his 
house, without any danger of its being seized, the 
act of course increased the possible customers of 
the !IUIugglers from 337 to upwards of 60,000. The 
obvious consequence of the hardships' of the act 
would be, that the great manufacturers would feel 
themselves· reduced to the necessity of quitting 
their trade ;-and the obvious consequence of the in­
creased number of customers to the smugglers, 
would be the ruin of the Teyeuue, which this aet 
was to make more productive. Among the many 
hardships of the manufactnrers under this act, there 
were two of a very serious nature. One, that from 
the nature of the atmosphere, the manufacture 
might, from the moisture or dryness of the air, 
lose or gain more in weight, than the table laid 
down in tbe act allowed. What then was the ma­
nufacturer to do P He could not answer for the state 
of the atmospbere; and if his goods had decreased 
in weight through heat, 01' increased through mois­
ture, without any act of his, to a degree beyond 
the standard established by the act, then was he 
liable to rninous fines and penalties. The commis­
sioners, before they conld, in justice, levy these 
tines, ought to ascertain that the weather will al­
way. be in that precise state of heat or cold whicll 
the act 8UppOSed it would be. Thev ought to make 
Chriltmas give security for frost; 'take a bond for 
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bot weather frOinAugust; and oblige damps and 
fogs -to take out permits. It was true that it had 
been observed, that where tbe increase or decrease, 
beyond the allowed table, appeared to have been 
really the effect- of the weather, and not of any 
intention -in the manufacturer to defraud the re­
venue, the commissioners ordered the goods, if 
seized, to be restored and the penalty remitted. 
But he had two strong objections to thi~ exercise of 
illegal mercy by the commissioners. First, it gave 
them a dispensing power, which parliament had 
not thought proper to allow even to the king; and 
secondly, tlus dispensing power might be nsed to 
very bad purposes. When the law was harsh and 
severe, and the executive power indulgent, and 
willing to soften its rigor, the people would be led 
to dislike their own representatives, who could paM 
a ri~orous law, and to ily to the crown for relief 
agamst it. If a dispensing power could be tolerated 
it must be when the benent of it was general, and 
extended, withont exception, to every class of .1Jb. 
jects without distinctioll; as was the case when an 
act of parliament ordered all ve_1lI that were of a 
particular construction to be destroyed. It Wall 

soon discovered that the execution of 80 impo­
litic a measure wonld ruin thousands of poor fisher­
men on the coast, whom the legislature had not 
witbin tbeir contemplation at tbe time when the 
act was passed, thollgb tbe letter extended to tbem 
as well as the smugglerl who were tbe obje<:tl of 
tbe act. What could prove more impolibc, tban 
to pass any act whicb, in tbe execntion, would ruin 
the country? It was wrong tbat tbe executive 
government sbonld be so careless in preparing bill. 
as to propose meh as it most afterwards (by what 
might perhaps be called a not illandable violation of 
the constitution) not suffer to be executed. In case 
of those fisbing boats, however, the evil Wal not 
10 great; because tbe dispensation was general, 
without any respect to pelllODl. Bnt in the c_ 
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of remitting fines to manufacturers' who should 
hav.e incurred them, an inquisition might be set on· 
foot into the life and political principleS' of each 
individual; and those only might feel the indul­
gence of the commissioner,. who should be found to­
be the friends and supporters of the subsisting ad-

. ministration. Were a man, whose stock had in­
creased or diminished beyond the standard table in 
the act, to attend the commissioners, and assure 
them that the weather alone had occasioned the in­
crease or decrease of the article, and that no fraud . 
whatever had been used on the occasion, the com~ 
missioners might say to him, " Sir,. you need not 
give yourself so much trouble to prove your inno­
cence; we see honesty in your orange cape." 

But should a person' of quite a different side in 
politics, attend for the same purpose, . the· commis­
lioners might say, .. Sir, you are not to be believed ~ 
we see fraud in your blue and buff, and it is impos­
sible that you should not be a smuggler." Perhaps 
(Mr. Sheridan remarked) he should be told that it 
was not liberal in him to suppose that the commis­
sioners would be capable' of acting in this way; but 
he was warral\ted, by the authority of the law, in 
entertaining a constitutional jealousy of men, whom 
the law considered as unfit to sit in parliament, 01' 
vote at elections, on the sUPllosition that they were 
not free agents, but under the mfluence oCthe crown. 
When the manufacturers were under examination at 
the bar, they had not let fall any expression which: 
might intimate that it was their intention to quit the 
trade, if the act was not repealed; they thought that 
such an intimation would not be decent.in them, rut 
it would appear like a threat; but what their 're­
spect for parliament would not suffer tbem to utter 
at the bar, they had said to him in private, and he 
believed, he might assure the committee, if the bill 
was not repealed, the tobacco ~anufactur.e· would 
be lost to tbis country. Indeed the evidence of Mr. 
Baker, who made the cutting machines,. proved-
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t'bat the danger Wall nearer than gentlemen might 
apprehend; it proved that orden from abroad for 
those machine. had increa&ed, whilst the home or­
den had greatly diminished. One hardship, per. 
haps, greater than an., other, considered in a mere 
commercial light, whIch the manufactnren 8uWered 
under this act, wal, that the my.teries of their trade 
were laid open, to the' irreparable injury of their 
familie& and fortuna.. Of the nlue of lOme of thelle 
mysteriel the committee might form an idea, when 
they recollected that it had been proved in evidence 
that one manufacturer had refused 20,0001. for the 
disclOlDre of a secret iD the manufacturing of tobacco 
peculiar to hi_If. 

Mr. Sheridan now asked the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, what were the mighty advantage. 
gained by the revenue, which could be considered 
.9 a compeDllalion for IDch hardships and encroach. 
ments? To shew that the advantage to the revenue 
was not snch lUI could induce the legislature to con­
tinue tiO oppressive an act, he calculated what the 
customs OB tobacco had produced before the act ; 
and what the custolOll and exci&e OB thc Rme article 
bad produced since. In the first winter balf year, 
after the act paased, the produce 11'811 294,000/.; the 
produce of the second, or summer half year, was 
about 3J7,0001.; in all 611,0001.; from which about 
61,0001 should be deducted; because, though having 
NeB actually levied npon the article witbin tbe 
year, it was fur several reasons ROt to be CODllidered 
as likely to prove a permanent part of the gro .. 
,rodoce of the revenue OD tobacco, but rather as 
8ec:asiooed by a temporary caause, which probably 
would never return; tbi. would reduce the reveuue 
eo ibis article to ~,OOOI. wbich was just 2-5,oooL 
_re thaD was collected 00 tobacco before this ad 
pa.ed. 'Vould any man, to whom the rigbts of 
&be people were dear, for 110 iDlligoificaut an in. 
c:ruse of revenue invade thO&e rigbts? But aboYe 
.n, woold he, for such a. iDcrease,rilk the loss of Lb. 
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whole l' which he verily believed weuld be the case· 
if the act was not repealed. If the minister wished 
to.avail himself of the resources which he could still 
tind in a new regulation of the revenue, he migha 
raise a very considerable supply without laying any 
fresh burden on the people. or abPidging their li­
berties. In the customs there was great room for 
improvement if the Treasnty would give up its pa.­
trouage. Be did not mean " to disclose the tecrets 
of the pri8()ll.ohouse," from having been in it; bnt 
every one knew that the busineslI of excise Willi 
bE)tter conducted than that of the cnsto!Ds. merely 
beCause the patronage of it was in the board of 
excise, which was responsible for the conduct of all 
its officer.. But in the cnstoms it was different. 
The coasts of the kiog!Iom were parcelled out into 
.arioull districts; and persons were appointed to 
those districts by the Treasury;. not. because they 
had superior ability or merit, or were disposed to 
shew themselves enemies to smuggling, but because 
they were recommended from quarters iu which 
recommendation, on account ··of election interests, 
was irresi&tible. Be meant not to cast any par .. 
timlar reflection on the present treasury board; its 
conduct on this head was perhaps the same as that 
of all boards which had gone before it. All k6 
meant was, that if a minister would dare to be bold 
in the cause of ' his country. he might make the 
customs infinitely more productive than they were 
at that moment. .. 

Towards the close of this speech, Mr. Sheridan 
mentioned a hard case, perhaps little known,. of a 

. gentleman'lIcoaeh and horses being liable to be 
seized if he took two pouDd~ of Bnnff with him iato 
the country; and that they were forfeited if seized 
after five o'clock. He declared that he saw DQ 

reason why the house of the honest. industrious ma.­
nufacturer should not be as safe aud as sacred as 
th~pl'Oudest mansion. . 

,.He instanced the spirited conduct of Mr. JWl,. 
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dowes of Chester, who, at the expense of a great 
part of his private fortune, had maintained a contest 
with the corporation of Chester, on a public occa­
sion, in wbich he had no other interest than a desire 
to check oppression, or w hat he tbought oppression. 
That Mr. Eddowes (whom he could shew to a 
foreigner, and say, this man has spent the income 
of a petty German principality to do a public jus­
tice), after being examined at the bar of that house, 
and saying, that he had been obliged to deceive the 
officers, was treated with an agreeable companion 
in a stage coach the next day, who proved to be aD 
exciseman, and who, the day after their arrival at 
Chester, kept him fourteen hours in his manufactory 
weighing his stock. Mr. Sheridan conceived that 
the naval service of this kingdom might, with honor 
to itself, and great advantage to the nation, be 
employed iu the collection of tbe revenue. Though 
he was of opinion tbat the tobacco act ought to be 
repealed, still he did not intend to make a molion to 
that e/fect; because the minister. might then .ay 
that he would modify the act, and render it leSl 
objectionable; but his object W88 to withdraw the 
tobacco totally from the management of the board 
of excise. Upon this principle, it W88 hi. intention 
to meve a proposition which should shew that it ought 
not to be excised at aiL Mr. Sheridan DOW con­
cluded his remarks by moving the following short 
resolution: "That the survey of tbe excise u inap­
plicable to the manufactory of tobacco:' . 

Mr. Pill. Sir Grty c.o,-. Lcri Citryiftlrl, Mr. w"".u,-. 
1I1r. F,.".. Sir J_ JoMut_ Mr. GrntftJJe, CtIkmd F1IlJarI"", 
1I1r.Du.uItu,SiT Ridurd JJiJl, Mr. S. TIuIrwtmt,.4ltkrma W"'* 
.... Mr. "17u1nUtnI. tDUllIIMn, Nmn& deliwrui IMir tntliamU. 

Mr. Sheridan rising a second time observed. that 
lot withstanding that he might claim a right to speak 
nore than once in a committee, and notwithstand­
ng that it was WlUal. when the house was not in a 
:ommittee. for it 110 far to extend its candor, as to 
lermit the mover of any proposition to rise in reply 



1790.] > 273· 

at the end of the debate, he was not insensible of 
the indulgence he had already experienced at the 
hands of the. committee, and therefore should not 
long trespass farther on their patience; and it was, 
he thought, the more necessary, as in the course of 
the debate he imagined that he had perceived some 
symptoms of members having made np their minds 
on the suhject. He should begin with wbat had 
been said by an honorable baronet (Sir Rich. Hill) 
over the way, who had aprealed to the landed in­
terest to support tbe bill 0 the last year, and com­
plained in bitter terms of tbe loud clamor made 
whenever the trade of the country was toucbed, 
saying, that if a single bristle was plucked, it 
grunted and made a strange kind of noise; but that 
the landed interest was like a sheep; it stood still, 
and would let you fleece it again and again without 
a mnrmur. The honorable baronet unfortunately 
forgot, that he was, in the very moment, ·furnishing 
an instance in his owri person, that tbe landed in­
terest was not always so passive, and he had for­
gotten likewise that he had pa~d the right bonorable 
gentleman a curious compliment, by ending his 
speech with saying, that the right honorable gentle­
man bad voted for the excise bill (of wbicb he com­
plained 80· loudly), because the administration of 
that day was tottering in their seats, and be saw that 
he should soon come into power. With regard to 
the .8ituation which be had holden, when the. case 
to which the bonorable bal'Onet alluded. had taken 
place. and which the bonorable baronet. had de": 
scribed 8S tbe most enormous extenMion of the excise 
laws ever practised; the bonorable baronet had 
done hinl more honor than he merited, the place 
which he filled at the. time, being merely a sub­
altern and subordinate situation; but, he would not 
answer what the honorable baronet had so pointedly 
urged against the Chancellor of the Exchequer of 
that .day with any argument; he would answer it 
with his namei it was Lord Jolm Cavendish, aDd 

VOL.D. T 
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the measure alluded to, which had been 10 well 
explained by the worthy magistrate near him, had 
been received, whether by grunting or groaning hI! 
could not say, but with as much unjmt clamor 81 
any measure ever experienced. '1'he whole story, 
however, the honorable baronet had introduced with 
less Dovelty than generally belonged to his faceti­
omness of anecdote. Mr.lilheridan next proceeded 
to take notice of (what he termed) the mill1"epre. 
seutation8 of the right honorable the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, who (he remarked) had treated him, 
the bill, and the manufacturers all alike, having 
mis.stated his arguments, misrepresented the manu­
facturers, and misconstrocted the act of parliament. 
Poesibly the right honorable gentleman migbt tbink 
what he made rather aD uncivil description of hi, 
argument; but the right honorable gentleman 
would recollect that he bad himself, in tbe begin­
ning of hi.speecb, applied terms equally harsh 
and grating to what had fallen from him. Tbe 
right bonorable gentleman was tbe only person who 
had affected to disbelieve the manufacturers, al­
thou~h the mannfacturers had, last year, delivered 
precisely the same evidence at the bar of that house. 
and afterwards confirmed it npon their oaths at the 
bar of tbe house of lords. If the rigbt honorable 
gentleman had doubted tbe troth of the eTidence of 
the manufacturers, it was bit duty, iu justice to him­
self, and in fairness to them, to hal'e called other 
witnesses to hal'e disproved what they advanced. 
Not having done t~ he had DO right to doubt the 
veracity of men as honorable as himself, and u in­
capable of acting dishonestly with respect to the 
revenue 88 the whole board of treasury itself. It .,81 
but justice to tbe mannfacturers, that he .hould 881 
thus mIlCh in their behalf, and at the same time 
complain of the unfair manner in which the right 
honorable gentleman had commented on the evi­
dence of Mr. PostIeth.,ayte, who had express), 
Itated at the bar on what principle he made his 

• 
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calculation of encreases; and, therefore, in his abo' 
&tract of the evidence, necessarily and naturally 
adhered to the same principle, and separated what 
was termed the return from the roll tobacco. ,The 
right honorable gentleman, taking advantage of 
that part of his argument which reprobated the op­
presilion and tyranny of the system, of excise law. 
in general, had charged him with wishing to pun 
down the whole system; and, thus, at one stroke 
annihilate six millions and a half of yearly revenUe, 
This was a most unfair way of meeting his argu­
ment, and the ri.,.ht honorable gentleman seemed to 
have forgotten, that, wherever any extension of the 
excise laws was under consideration, it wBIIllsual to 
argue the question in that house, not on the 'narrow 
ground of the particular hardshir on the point of 
being inflicted upon the individoa in the particular 
instance in qnestion, but on the broad constitutional 
ground, with a view to the dan~er in which the 
extension of those laws threatened to place the free- ' 
dom and liberties elf the people. 

This had been' the' case in' the cyder tax, when 
in the course of debate it had been said, non C(JJsar 
pulsimte manu. "The winds ofheavel'l ItDd the 
elements may enter the cottage of the peasant,' but 
not the king, without the peasant's permission.", 
This was not a mere Sight of poetry; but at once, 
a lively, fanciful, and. forcible efFnsion of the mind, 
founded on what he considered as the' good old 
English proverb, "that every man's house is his 
castle," which was in' fact the very essence of 
Magna Charta. He need scareely add, that the ' 
person who hacLused the expression which he had 
Just quoted was the Earl of Chatham, who had not 
thought it wrong to argue the question of the cyder 
tax upon· the general principle of the' excise Ia WI, 
and their 'constitutional tendeney. But there was 
a manifest inconsistency in that part of the Chan­
cellor of the Exchequer's argnment, in which he 
charged him with wishing to pull down' the whole' 

T2 
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system· of excise';' amI in the same breath had de­
clared, that he (Mr. S.) was willin"" to leave th6 
manufactures of soap, candles, starch, and all the 
rest of the manufactures at present subject to the 
excise under the oppression and tyranny of tholJe 
laws. It was absolutely impossible .. as the com­
mittee must see, for the two things to be troe. be­
cause they directly militated agaiost each other. 
Another poiot in which the right honorable gentle­
man had totally mis-stated him, and in which, indeed, 
his right honorable friend near him had also a little 
misconceived him, was, in respect to trial by jury ; 
both imagining that he disapproved of a trial by 
jury, in cases of excise. He had expressly declared, 
that if a general reform of excilJe law. were to take 
place, he saw, that such a case trial by jury, might 
be applied to them as a part of that reform; but he 
had a_rted, that he would not accept of trial by. 
jury being proposed by a minister, in a singular and 
·particular case, by way of decoy, and in order to' 
delude the house and the public into an acquiescence 
with the application of the excilJe laws to the ma­
nufacture of tobacco. He would not graft, or ap­
prove of a graft of that kind, on so vile a beinjr, 
convinced that the tree could not produce soch frUIt, 
and that so beautiful and excellent a head III a trial 
by jury ought not, in that manner, to be annexed to 
80 deformed a trunk. The right honorable gentle­
man persevered in maintaining that the manufac­
torers had kept back some intelligence from him, 
and had to thank tI1emselves if he did not do them 

-flll the jultice that their C8IJe mi~ht reqnire. The 
fact was, that when he (!\Ir. S.) found them in 
town, and prepared to propose a repeal of the act 
of the lut session, he had. at their nry first meet-· 
ing, advised them not to apply to the opposition, but 
at once to the Treasury, and endeavor to get re­
dress, through the medium of HisMajesty'. ministers, 
which, in all matters of revenne and finance, he was 
ready to confess, he thought the most proper hands. 



1~90.] 277 

for alterations of the revelJue laws to come from.' 
The answer they gave him was, that they had been 
at the treasury with the secretaries, and, had seen 
Mr. Pitt, and that thei, reception did not encourage 
them to hope for' success; and, therefore" they 
were determined to apply to parliament, through 
the medium of opposition, wishing that their case 
should come before that' house and the public. 
But the right honorable gentleman's mode of treat­
ing the manufacturers was curious. They go to 
him, and tell him, "that their objections to the bill 
were fundamental; that no amendment, no modin-, 
cation' ~f it will meet their ideas; they object to tJ:!e 
principle, and nothing short of an actual repeal can 
satisfy them, as' they must, at all events, have the 
excisemen kept out of their manufactory.n Having'. 
stated this, the manufacturers ask the right honor­
able gentleman if he will consent 'to give up the 
principle? The right honorable gentleman answers 
" No; the principle must not be abandoned; hut, 
do you inform me how I shall alter the bill." This 
the manufacturers refuse; and they wisely refused 
it, in his opinion; for, what was it but the minister's 
saying, .. I have a yoke to put about your necks, do 
you help me in fitting it on ;' only assist me with 
your know ledge of the subject, and I'll 6t you with 
the prettiest pair of fetters that ever were seen in 
the world." With regard to the right honorable 
gentleman's argument, that there was a great in­
(lrease of revenue in consequence of the act con-, 
tinuing in force, he held that to be D\) argument at 
.11. He never wished to count the money, when 
he was certain that the purse which contained it, 
,with all its contents, were stolen. Every person 
knew that the right honorable gentleman could 
'make out an account 80 as to give any calculations 
he chose to bl'ing forward,' at least a plausible ap­
pearance. The right honorable gentleman had cal­
culated three several ways, saying to the commit­

.tee, " Take it. this .way and you have iifty thousand 
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pounds. Take it this other way and you have 
5eventy; and take it this other way aDiI you have 
one hundred and thirty." There could be (Mr. 
Sheridan added) only one ~air and trne mode 0( 
calculating what tbe produce of the tax, while under 
the excise laws, was. This mode he had stated, 
and it was clear that the utmost increase they could 
expect was but very trilling indeed; but if tbe right 
honorable gentleman's highest calculation of in­
crease were founded, he should still be of opinion, that 
the bill ought to be repealed. With reApect to the 
manufacturers having told the minister that their 
objections to the bill were fundamental, and went 
to the principle of it, which he had refused to aban­
don; he ought not to talk of their having with­
holden information from him, because of what use 
could any information they might POIllleSI be of to 
him, when he had declared he would not, at any 
rate, comply with tbeir reqllisition ? Mr. Sheridan 
bext adverted to wbat had fallen from Sir James 
Johnstone, who he uuderstood had censllred him 
for having cast an imputation on the Board of Vus­
toms. So far from that being the fact, he had ex­
pressly 5tated a wish that the Treasury would give 
op the patronage of the cnstom honle, and nNt the' 
power of managin(r the revenne and eru.toms, and 
appointiug officers 10 the lleveral suoordinate situa.­
tions, io the board of commissionefll. Thill nrel,. 
was paying the board a compliment, by giving them 
• preference over the lords of the TrelUinry. He 
Dever had beard such nncoDStitotiooal reaHOns urged 
within those walls, as had beeo Itated by a DO­
bIe lord opposite Jo him lCarysfort for applying 
the excise to tohacco and it. manufacture. The 
Doble lord had contended that tol-aceo was a IUX1Iry, 
and therefore a fit object of taxation; and that the 
most efficacious way of makin[it productive was to 
put it onder the excise lawi. .aut, becanse tobacco 
was a luxury, were those who were eol1Cf'~ in 
ita lD8DIIf.aure who1l.J IlDwOJ1hy of I'rot.eetlon, au 
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fit only for oppression? ,Had the noble lord forgot, 
ten that there were being8 called men, who were 
manufacturers of tobacco i'-that those men were 
their fellow; subjects, entitled to the 1lnjoyment of 
the same rights al1d the same. privileges as them­
selvesi'-was itthen the article bein~a luxury, that 
distinguished it from other manufactures, and ren­
dered the animals about it more fit for oppression, 
and les8 worthy of the blessings of the constitutiol) 
than other manufacturers? The noble lord also 
had argued, that the less tobacco was exported the 
better. That was as anti-commercial afrinciple as 
he had ever heard; but the practice 0 collecting 
taxes in France had been recommended by the noble 
lord. Surely, when France happily had thrown off 
the yoke of oppression, we were not going to pick 
up the discarded trash of tyranny, and deck our­
selves out in the cast-off dirt and dregs of despo­
tism ? He did not mean at present to go farther 
into tbe subject of France, nor should he forbear 
from any apprehension of differing in opinion with 
any other person, more especially with one (Mr. 
Bllrke), for whose talents and personal virtue he 
had the highest esteem, veneration, and regard, and 
with whom he might be allowed to differ in opinion 
upon the subject of France, persuaded as he was 
that ~hey never could differ in principle; all, how­
ever, which he would say farther on the subject 
was, that he hoped, when the new constitution of 
France should be settled, it would prove such as 
would secnre the blessings of liberty to the subjects 
of that kingdom, having ever been of opinion that 
it was not right that this should be the only free 
country in Europe; but still hoping that, as we had 
hitherto preserved the glorious superiority of being 
the only spot in which the subjects were governed, 
not by the wil\ of individuals, but by laws which 
they nlade for themselves, we should continue to be 
pre-eminently free, and have.no badge of slavery 
fastened unnaturally on our constitution. After ex-
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pressing a wish that the 1I0ble lord would cherish 
iloctrines more congenial to tbat zeal for the consti­
tution, which he bad manifested in the nrlv cr.rt of 
bis speech, tban be bad afterwards hreathe , Mr. 
Sheridan proceeded to take notice of 1\Ir. Dunda.', 
defence and repetition of what he had formel'l, laid 
relative to the extension of the excise law8 in future. 
It happened, he oblPrved, tbat the paragrapb to 
which the rigbt honorable gentleman alluded, con­
tained one ingredient somewhat different from what 
be (Mr .. Sberidan) had talked of as conformable to 
the standard of staple newspaper abuse: theasser. 
tion stated to have been that of Mr. Dundas, was 
very near the truth, for tbe right honorable gentle­
man bad himself confe.sed, that what he I}ad on a 
former occasion said, was neither more nor Ius than, 
.. That when a new tax to raise a large sum should 
be necessary, every gentleman well knew that it 
could not be rendered productive in its collection, 
without the application of the excise law." Another 
right honorable gentleman (lUr. Grenville) had 
avowed the doctrine ofpu8hing the extension of the 
excise laws in a broader manner than any other 
gentleman, and had said, that by only 1.lacing tbree 
bundred and thirtY-Beven persona more under tbe 
excise laws, the revenue obtained one hundred and 
thirty tbousand ponnds a year. This was IIppre­
ciating tbe liberties of Englishmen, and tbe first 
instance of tbe kind wbich they bad ever beard. 
As tbe right honorable gentleman was lin excellent 
calculator, he woold recommend him to form a 
table of tbe prices of freedom, wbicb be was per. 
snaded he could do witb much greater accuracy tban 
the tables of increase in tobacco. 10 a ahort time 
be sbonld then expect to see, at one view, tbe di{. 
{erent appreciation of the rigbts and liberties of 
every description of penons. Perhaps it woold ron, 
tbirty pounds for tbe liberties of a man. twenty 
pounds for those of a woman, fifteen pounds for 
those of an apprentice, ten ponnda for breaking into 
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your bouse in the night-tiD1el'and so on in an equal 
graduation. Mr. Sheridan at length, came to the 
declaration of Mr. Henry Thornton, that he would 
vote for the repeal of the act of last session, or any , 
motion relative to it short, of the declaration 'con­
tained in the question then before the 'committee: 
that the survey of the excise was inapplicable to to­
bacco. He contended that his motion wall, in fact; 
tantamount to a motion for an actual repeal; but 
that in the hurry of committing it to paper, he had 
omitted to state it in the manner, ,according to 
which the committee would themselves recollect he 
had opened and argued it. ' Instead of its standing 
nakedly, " That the survey of the excise was inap­
plicable to tobacco," he meant to have worded It, 
" That it appeared to the com mittee, from the evi­
dence of the manufacturers, that the survey of the 
excise was inapplicahle to tobacco." It was ,per­
.fectly immaterial to him what the motion was, upon 
which he took the sense of the committee, provided 
that it met the points which his argnments went to 
enforce; and, therefore, as it might. save the com­
mittee the trouble of two divisions, and accommo· 
date the honorable member for the Borongh, he 
would, with the leave of the committee, withdraw 
the present motion, and move at once " for leave to 
bring in a bill to repeal the act of the last session, 
imposing certain duties on tobacco, subject to cer­
tain regulations of excise. . ; 

Thg being atfjruled. the committee divided; aye. 147; nO<llDl. 
. '. , 

MUJL 19. 

WAYS AND MEANS. 

Mr. Pit! ttpened the delHrt. by atmng the tHJriow artie,.. 'If "'JI­
"!lIL'AicO\ had been .. t,d. tmd ajtmDtZrtiAthe IJIIIOWIt of the annual . 
....... u.. He concluded by mOIling-." 7710t it ;, the opinion of thi. ' 
eommillee, tlull the """ oj 2.300,OooL be taktRJrom the _/i~ 
dated jrDul, and applud to 1M IICf'IIicc 'If tM _I !leIJf'.. . , 
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Mr. SHERIDAN declared, that it would bave 
given bim great pleasure, if he could have recon­
ciled it to himself to have continued wholly silent, 
without appearing either to disturb the Hattering 
prospect which the right honorable gentleman (the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer) had presented to the 
committee, or to depreciate the calculation on which 
be bad claimed the confidence of the house; but 
tbe right honorable gentleman had himself declared, 
that it bad proved the greatest glory of the honse of 
commons when they manifested the courage to face 
their situation, and to state the truth of it, however 
unpleasant the task. On this gronnd, he felt him­
self compelled to maintain every one of his former 
calculations; and whilst he agreed with the minister 
in bis general principles, and in his statement of 
the growing prosperity of the country, completely to 
disagree with him .in the single fact, that our in­
come was equal, or nearly equal, to our expendi­
ture. He bad never spoken in a desponding state 
of our resources; on the contrary, no man thought 
more highly of them, if judiciou~ly applied. Hnt 
hill opinion was founded precisely on tbe principle 
which the right honorable gentleman bad dwelt 80 

mnch on; and this W88 a sanguine confidence in tbe 
energies derived from our constitution, anrl the es­
ertioDl wbich belonged to our national character. 
Tbis the right honorable gentleman had well caIled 
tbe vital principle oC our commercial prosperity; 
but it was one thing to call it so, and another to act 
on that conviction. He rejoiced to hear him admit 
the principle, but be should rejoice more when he 
saw bim abstain (rom violating tbis vital principle, 
by arbitrary checks on the liberty, security, and 
industry of the subjecL Tbe right bonorable gen­
tleman had stated the amount, in a complicated 
maouer; tbe oma1 forml and practice justified some 
part of tbe mode, which was intelligible to • very 
few. The metbod he should pursue was simply to 
compare the adual income with the actual espeDdi-
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ture ; this he would do on the average of the (our 
past years, and the present year. Mr. Sheridan 
then went through a variety of ca!culation~ from 
papers on the table, from which he contended that 
it was e"ident that the average annual income of 
the: four last years was 15,723,0001. and the annual 
expenditure was 17,140,1041. Excess of the ex­
penditure, including what was called the surplus 
million 'beyond the income of each year, two mil­
lions and some thousand pounds. Mr. Sheridan then, 
stated the extra and temporary resources, by which 
this deficiency had been made up, and the actual 
addition to the unfunded debt, independent of the 
loan of last year. which had been contracted while 
we were pretending to reduce our fURded debt. He 
then waved all unfavorable inferences from this re­
view of the past, and resorting to the figures, which 
he had taken down from Mr. Pitt's own statement 
that day, he called on the committee to see how the 
account really stood for the present year. The 
Chancellor of the Exchequer had taken the best 
average he could, that of the three last years. This 
account made the average income 15,720,000l. and 
this was the income which the right honorable gen­
tleman calculated at for the present year. He 
would say nothing to impeach this average, though 
much might be said, particularly with respect to the 
manner in which the arrears ofthe land and window 
tax had been whirled in, and added to this year's 
produce, and the annual malt duty being taken 
above its actual amount. But, how did the head of 
expenditure stand upon his own figures, and on de­
mands not to be .disputed ? 

. Navy -' £2,200,000 
Army - 1,870,000 
Ordnance _ 4,57,000 . 
American Loyalists 2,74,000 
Miscellaneous Expenses 328,000 

Total £.s,J.29,OOO 
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Add to this, interest of debt 
Paid for reduction of debt 
Civil List 
Interest on Exchequer Bills 
Charge on "\ggt'egate Fund 
The Appropriated Duties 
Militia 

[APRIL 16, 

£9,2i.;,000 
),000,000 

900,000· 
258,000 
64,000 
66,000 
91,000 

Increase of Navy Debt this year 150,000 

Add Services of the year 
£1l,804,OOO 

0,133,000 

Total ofthis year's expenditure at 
present demanded - £16,937,000 

But, 88 Mr. Sheridan ohserved, there were many 
matters omitted, as paying fflr finishing Somerllet 
Honse and Carlton House, he was confident that he 
under.;tated the year's expenditure when he put it at 
seventeen lIIillions. Here tben the matler was 
brought to a Darrow compass, the utmost income the 
minil>ter pretended to reckon on, was lD,723,OOol. the 
difference, therefore, amounting to Dearly 1,300,0001. 
was tbe actm.l deficiency between our income aod 
expenditure. 

Here, l\J r. Sheridan declared, he made his staod; 
if the rigbt honorable gentleman'. priDciple was 
right, that the troth ought to be kDown: here was 
a statement which admitted of DO potIIlible dispute ; 
for every figure of it was taken from accouDts Dpon 
the table--if it was auswered, that we were Dot 
yet arrived at the peace establishment, and that the 
expeDditnre woold be greatly reduced; to that he 
would say nothing but to impreu on the minds of 
the committee the indispeDsable duty of looking to 
the performance of these prom i_ ; otherwise, after 
all the pleasing pJ'Otlpects which were offered to D8, 
and the eloqueDt congratulations of that day, the 
obstinate and unfortunate (act _oold. be, that we 
were a government expending coDsiderably more 
than a million beyond oor income. Mr. Sheridall 
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adverting slightly to the advantages. which ,ewe 
reaped from the calamitous situation of the rest of: 
Europe, thought sufficient allowance had been giveDl 
for this by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, when. 
he meJ)tioned the. subject; but he. would not urge. 
it,. because it was the only source of our prosperity, 
which could not be dwelt upon with pleasure., , 

He next, mentioned the resource, of the lotteryr 
and regretted that it should have been so' trium­
phantly announced to the committee •. He contended; 
that the ultimate and permanent, loss .to the I;om-. 
munity in the injury. done to the industry and in.t&-. 
grity of the lower class of people, outweighed inti.., 
nitely, any temporary gain which, the m,inister could 
derive from it. He opposed it, therefore, on the 
BAme principle (and he had uniformly done so) that 
he opposed the extension of the excise, because it 
was part of a system which looked to a momentary. 
gain at the expense of those sound and superior, 
principles which formed the trne foundation.of our, 
prosperity. He looked not to the Exchequer for the 
produce of a lottery, but to the Old Baile,. ; not to. 
the temporary advantage to the state in a pecuniary, 
point of view, but to the ,exports to Botany Bay. 
In conclusion, Mr. Sheridan repeated. that he felt a 
sincere s~tisfaction at the general prospect. of ,the 
country's being iuso 60urishing a situation. ' .. 

Mr. Pitt endetJfJOfJNd to p;,w out the all.ged faJbuy 0/ Mr. 
SlIIritima', rtIJIDfJing. and the ... ppo«d tn'07IeouB foundation 011 
.. hieh he had built his compariMm. ad their o .. igntd reaaon, to 
"."... that all that poot 0/ his IJH!tch which tended to talce from the 
eonduct of hoeing paid 'Iff ntlJTlg N millionl. _ txpo8td to tv­
lion, IIfIti ..... to conjvtulion.llrc. Mr. F~ nut 1pOke. ,,'. . 

Mr. Sheridan rising a second time, remarked, 
that jf he could judge from the manner of the right· 
honorable gentleman, he appeared to have reserved 
the mildness of a peace establishment for his rilrht. 
honorable friend, (Mr. FOll:) and bad hoardednis 
hostile spi'rit forhlm. He might as well, however, 
have shewn, that. .' . 

Grim-visapt war hatblmooth'd his wrinkled front: 
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because the right honorable gentleman well knew, 
that when he felt himself on right grounds, this spi­
rit was not apt to weigh much with him. He de~ 
dared besides, that he should have answered with 
equal hostility, had not lOme time elapsed, and hill 
feeling subsided. The point in contest between 
them was, whether they were likely to have a re­
duction of the expenditure next year, 80 III to pro­
vide for the surplns of a million i' In the whole 01 
the right honorable gentleman's system, there di" 
not seem the spirit of making a reduction likely to 
bring the expenditure within, or even nearly within 
the estimate ofthe committee of 1786. How WII' 

he to make it ? Willi the army to be r .. .duced? Or 
the ordnance prodigality to be curbed i' High 
sounding sentences of prosperity, were very pleas­
ing to the ear; but in matter of figures and account, 
the mbject must be more closely examined, and be 
should continue to repeat that onr income Willi not. 
eqnal to our expenditure, till it Willi proved to be 
equal. With regard to lotteries, be had, perhav-, 
had greater opportnnity of knowing their bad con­
sequences than most gentlemen. He wfs persuaded 
that if those consequences were III wei ouderstood 
by the committee in general, there could be but one 
opinion on the IlUbject. Having brought in 8 plan 
for the regulation of the poli/'.e of Westminster, 
which the right honorable gentleman would not re­
proach him with bavin~ abandoned (lUI it Willi aban­
doned by administratlon, and not by bim) be bad 
eome at facts which prO¥ed that lottene. were most. 
fatal in their con&equeoces. Mr. Sheridan es­
p1ained this declaration relative to the police of 
Westminst.er. by atatiDg, that a plan (or regula~J 
that police, bad been framed by a barrill&er, 
brought. forward from Lord Sydney'. office; thai 
he had cordially assiKted in making it. and givea 
every help in hi. power. tbough it WIUI DOt to be 
known that he did 50, Dor was be to derive any ere­
dit. from it: uw be ~lluu1 mao,. conferen-
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ces with the Westminster justices, and they pro­
duced to him a pawnbroker, who said, that he never 
had such a number of things brought to him in the 
course ofthe whole year, as during the- drawing of 
the lottery. . That first, the men brought their tools, 
then the women their clothes, and one thing 'after 
another, till atlength they bronght even the light si!· 
ver clasps out of their children's shoes, and at last 
luch a picture of penury, distress, and despair was 
exhibited, as mnst make every man of the least feel. 
ing shudder. That picture justified him in assert­
ing, that let the profit acquired from the lottery be 
ever so great, he should reject it, as the base gain 
derived from a vile and pernicions plan of playing 
upon the worst passions of the poor and laborious 
rank or people. Perhaps the right honorable gen· 
tleman and the committee might think him too 
warm; but he could not avail nsing the strongest 
language of reprobation, when he perceived that our 
prodigality equalled, and even exceeded our income, 
and that we were imprudently most serious in pro­
viding means of expense, when our enemies were 
B\lnk into a ~tate of debility. . 

1M ruolutioA p_tl. 

APRIL. 21. 

EXPBNDITUltE OJ!' THE PUBLIC M;ONE.Y IN THE. 
ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT. 

Mr. CourftntJy ......tI, .. tMf .,. .,....;tta: 60 ~ t. e.m­
.. iRe into u.. upmditvn of the publw rnotIe!f, omtltr the admilliltrd­
Iioa oj the prumI Maattr.Gmaal, and IJiJIlrtl of Ordnmt .. , frtllll 
the lit of JfJfI1IfJrY. 1784.» . 

. Mr. SHERIDAN expressed his concern, that he 
had not been present in the early part of the debate, 
and then proceeding, rested the question on three 
issues: first, thai; the noble duke had \ declared.. 
that he would state tbe accounts yearly, /Uld bad pol, 
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done so for (our years, till called upon to produce 
them ; next, that he had put the public to an unne­
cessary expense; and, thirdly, that the eltimate on 
the table Wal false and fallacious. \Vhtm the corp. 
of royal engineers Wal proposed to be reduced, the 
noble duke stated his motive for avoiding that reduc­
tion, and desired to use the men as military artifi­
cers. This the house granted, and the next year, 

. the noble duke averred the men were totally unfit to 
act in that capacity; and he desired to have a new, 
corps formed of artificers. The honorable gentle­
man had bOalted, that when an account Wal called 
for, the Ordnance Board had presented one in a 
short time; but why Wal it not every year laid on, 
the table, according to the noble duke'. promille? 
After a variety of other observations, Mr. Sheridan 
oext remarked, that the Chancellor of the Exche­
quer had commenced his speecb with a panegyric 
on the order of that houlle. He was ready to ad­
mit that the Speaker Wal at all times attentive to 
the preservation of order; but he Wal not willing to 
go so far aI to say, that nnder his auspices they might 
.hope for a restoration of order, because he had some 
degree of respect for the memory o( tbe Speaker'. 
predecessors. As to his right honorahle friend, 
whom tbe minister had, with a degree o( illiberality, 
singled out aI im individual instance of a member 
prone to go ab re ad per.urUJm, it 'IVai scarcely ne­
cessary to mention an acknowledged fact, and affirm 
that there 'IVai no person more free (rom personality 
in general. . 

. De II/ItiM _ ~ rIIiIJuIIII. Iii ...... 

AaPIL 23. 

DUTIXS ON POST-ROllBES. 
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,Mr. SHERmAN expressed .his astonishment at 
seeing a bill, fraught with such danger, and intro­
ducing so new a principle, in the collection of the 
revenue of' this country, brought in without the 
smallest previous notice. If such a bill were suf­
fered to pass in silence, it might be considered as a 
very favorable precedent for extending the prin­
ciple to other branches of the revenue; and, for that 
reason, he wished to call the attention of the house 
to the measure. What advantages the revenue 
might have derived from the new mode of collecting 
the post-horse tax, he was at a loss to guess; be­
cause those whose. duty it was to bring such mat­
ters forward, at a proper time, had neglected to 
produce any account of its increase. . 

M.,. Pitt a_td. that tM alJ ... ation oj tM mode oj tJDllmiora 
Iuld uruloubledly be.,. oJ tJDfI8id ... able advantage to tM r ..... ue. and 
tlt.ertjore. M wished to render tM act pmntllltnt. H. did not mean 
to hUTt'!J il through tM house: and if the honorable genlkmtJfl hal 
any intention oJ opposing tM. principk. M would ha •• an opport .... 
nily oJ doing so on tM IetJDfId reading. He llad no oideetion to pro­
ducing tM actJDUnt • 

. Mr. Sheridan expressed his satisfaction that the 
right honorable gentleman had so far acquiesced as 
to think an account necessary. though he could not 
help saying it would have come with more pro­
priety before the bill was brought in. Mr. Sheri­
dan then moved that the bill be printed, which was 
ordered, and the second reading was fixed for the 
ensuing Tuesday. 

FEES AND PERQUISITES TO THE DISTILLING 
OFFICE. 

Mr. Wltilbread Aaving ",,,,,,d that "" humbk add .... bepre«nted 
,. Hy Majesty. that -he would be gracimuly pkoaed t. order tM 
report oJ 1M CDI1IIIIisIrion" who had baa appoinled 10 .~e int .. 
tM fea and ptrqui8iltl paid at If .. various pub/k oRien. t. be lail 
bef .... ".. /lowe, 10 f. 41 1M I/U1Ie related /a lhe J'il:tualling OjJice. 
............. tim& of rome longl" took piJu:e. 

Mr, Pilt opposed 1M .... Iion. on tM grvund lhat no good rt4IOII 
Aad baa givm for tM production oJ II pllrlial report-mul Mr. 
Role. "..,.,. it mig'" lind 10 crimiMte _taiR gtnlko..n, who had 
Ukt:a ... oath IOitA ...,...4 to _lvmmt oJ o,jJke. 

TOL. II, 11 
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Mr. Sheridan iaid if he had ever entertained a 
doubt of the propriety of having the report before 
tbe house, he was now convinced of the necell8ity of 
it. If any abn~e. existed, he thought it fully al 

expedient, that those who comm itted tbem .hould 
be responsible to the house of commons, a8 well u 
to His Ilajesty's miuisters. . 

At length Mr. HU8M!I "._d "" _nul",.",. 1I'IIieA 1I'D'DKfWd 
.o-that tlu tIIlwk Df llu ~ of tlu comm;";Dlltr •• 111 jor '" lINg 
W prouetkd. Ihordd !H Ioid !Hjort tM Iunue. 

EXCISE DUTIES ON TOBACCO. 

'1M ttrtkr of llu doy 1Hin~ mtmtd IDr tM «~""d rt41/inK '!I 1M 
IIi/J f ... erpbrirting..,.{ --'ing 1M lobauD uei« bin, peu«d .. lhe 
Itut ....um of parlitrmnrt. 

Mr. Sheridan obsened, tbough he had been ob­
liged to abandon hill arguments against the principle 
of tbe bill, from the decision of the house; the ma.­
nufacturers of tobacco were 110 fully convinced of 
the injlJStice of the principle, that he had in hil band 
a petition from them, praying tbat the mrvey of tbe 
excise might Dot be applied to the manufacturer of 
tobacco. 

'1M petitiml _ ~ltl .p. tmd ortkrrd to he rtjerrul to tM 
uaaittu of tM ",lwklunuetla tM eIIIIIin& TIUMky. 

SLA VI: TaADE. 

~Ir. WdbnjDrU.-4. tJuzt CapiDia W" '" tdterul tile .-. 
Mittutla tM "- trMie, /II"" eWi-. 

Mr. Sheridan said, he should yote for the question 
of the right honorable gentleman {Mr. Wilber­
force) though he _ decidedly of opinion that it 
was the dnty of that hoUJe to determme on the ge­
Deral question· in the coorse of this lelI8ion. It 
would be to the last degree impolitic, to leave it to 
the consideration of a Dew Jet of men. who might 
be ignorant of the information collected by the pre­
sent parliament on this subject. He was convinced, 
however, .ufficieut evidence would be adduced ill 
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, time to 8litisfy every member "'itb t~gard' toh'ilt 
vote on tbe general question of abolitiOfl. For his 
part, he required no evidence-no furthet informa.' 
tion to convince bim, that tbe power possessed by 
the West India merchant over the slave, was such 
a power as no man ougbt to have over anotber. 
He conceived tbat the evidence DOW wanted ;v8.li 
not connected with the establishment of regulation. 
in the trade; nor. indeed, necessarily with the ge-
Deral question, which it was undoubtedly proper to 
decide upon previously t9 the expiration of the pre-< 
sent sessIOn. 

7l\e motion "'Ill carried IA1ithout Ii, tlioUion. 

APRIL 91. 

POST HORSE DUTY FA.RMiNG BILL. 

11t. order of the tiay bting rttUl, for ,he fHorJ reading of fMI 
bin, ' 

Mr. SHERIDA.N having signi6.ed bi, inttntion 
of moving for some papers ex.remely necessary, in 
his conception, to be submitted to the house previously 
to the second reading of the bill; he relied, there­
fore, em the right honorable gentleman's (Mr. Pitt) 
candor, that he would bave no objection to ,postpone 
the second reading for a· few days, which could bt 
attended wit'" no sort of inconvenience; ,and by 
that time, in all probability, the papers could be 
got ready and presented. Mr. Sberidan movc!d 
for 

" An account of the gross prodllCe of the post 
horse duties for the' year 1787, ending tbe first of 
August j" also for ," 

.. Aft account of tbe nllmber of districts Utlder 
the farmers' aet; the names of the t'atmel'll, and the 
aMount of the rents respectively, witb 3ft:1 vari'~ 
tions thereon, that have taken place from tne first 
letting to the present time;" also 
. .. An account of such of the farmers or tbe post 

u2 ' 
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horse duties as have become defaulters, and to wbat . 
amount;" and also 

.. An account oftbe expense of collecting the post 
borse duty, previous to the passing tbe act of the 
27tb of bis present Majesty, and the amount of tbe 
saving to the public, in the article of collection, in 
consequence of passing tbe laid act." 

. Mr. Pitt OflllDtTttl. tlral lie rOlJ.ltl rttlllil1l eommt t. tlle prDtlue. 
tUJa of tlle paperofMl1td for: Iiut tJI tile rue wended to be modt of 
tJum, might tJI tIIdI be tmp/nytd in 111111 Diller Itog. of tile prDgreu 
of tile bjll, tJI 011 tile _d nading, he 14#1 1U>r_jor delay. 
ing it. 

Mr. Sberidan replied, tbat to pre~1 tbe matter 
with so mucb precipitation, betrayed a want of can­
dor; and he contended tbat tbe hoo"se ougbt not to 
have proceeded a .ingle step witb the bill, until the 
right honorable gentleman bad given the necenary 
information as to the produce of tbe tax, wbilst under 
the old mode of collection, compared witb tbat 
UDder the farming bill, whicb W88 originally intro­
duced or revived, by a bill of experiment; and tbe 
principle of which should not be adopted 81 a per­
manent mode of collecting duties, witbout very full 
information, and mature discuyion. It beboved tbe 
house not to proceed towards deciding on tbe prin­
ciple of the bill, until tbe papen were before them; 
from which he (~Ir. Sheridan) meant to prove that 
tbe principle was false; and tbe expectation of 
greater advantage being capable of being derived 
fl'om it, than from the old mode of collection, utterly 
fallaciouS. 

Mr. Pitt rfjoittd. tIral if tile ~JJk poI'-w~ 
tile paperI ... Y to be bef.". tile ""- prilIr to ""!I . 
tDitJ. tile bil4 lie ~lrt to '--.d f ... "'-1"'f"!"o atadettt 
tlleprt ~, tiIul""",., '- de/4yul ~ f ... "'- tiJI tIral 
day. F ..... _ ptrt, lie W """ IM_1Jat ~ "'. IMpr.­
tbu:tiDa of tile ptzptn _ -a f ... : .It~" lie _""" ,.,. tflnl 
CI1IIM ",..;J16-"""" ""!I MlditiDaalliglrt .. 1M abjtr:l. ~ tIie 
,."..,.. ~ .. ___ of the ad -,...aa .JrMlly iif .... 1M 
Iwue. tMre ...... t:tNIDd.."...: f ... ~ tile &r- ..... 
~ -n-r fr- the ,.,.,.. .-4 I", 1M fill prOdIIu. it_ 
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pbtmfrtml 'M paptn bifore the ~,1uJd incrt/lsed frtfIJI 97,OOOi. 
;" 1786, ta 102,0001. 'M firll year that 1M duly 1I1IUfaT11led, "'"' 
;" the IetlIIId ta 127,0001-

Mr. Sheridan observed, that lawyers too fre­
quently discovered a tenacity in. overturning the 
rules aud orders of that honse, whICh the honorable 
aud learned geutleman's argument evinced; as upon 
a moment's reflection, the honorable and learned. 
gentleman must p'erceive that the rule of proceed­
ing in opposing bills, was directly the reverse of that 
which he had laid down. It was a curious way of 
using dispatch, to postpone the business to a late 
period of the session, and to endeavor to make up 
for the loss of time, in the first instance, by hurry­
ing the most important bill through with indecent 
celerity. To prove his assertion, that the farming 
duty bill had not been 80 productive as had been 
stated by the right honorable gentleman, he had it 
from good authority, that the whole of Scotland had 
been farmed out as one district, without the advance 
of a single shilling, on the produce of the duty, 
under the old mode of collection; and this cil'cum­
stance was still further strengthened, as an argu­
ment against the new plan of farming Dut the col­
lection of the revenue, by the speculation which 
might have been expected to take place in this year 
beyodd all others, in consequence of the extra use 
of post horses; which a general election would ne-
cessarily occasion. . 

T1u quuti01l IIIIU put. IJfId tM origiMl motion earned. The 1JiU 
""". lfurifun, real II ItCOM limt. "'"' t:OtItmilted for 1M mming 
Friday. . 

APRIL 29. 

LOTTERY BILL. 

Mr. /lore I1rouiI:ht lip lite ....., lotttry 1JiU. and IU .,.". IU Ite 1uuI 
pr<mlItd il. 3taUil to tM Iunue. that lite only _ .Imue ;" tlte 1Ji1l 
111" II ./mue to mld'" tlte prinltn of n"'''paptn t. II penalty of 
fifty pounda for f/JCfI qJf--. ia C/JIt they IIdrltl'tiltd any ilkgid 
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"""'... 1M bill lI(ZlIirIg hem rtllll II Ji.." lime, 04 ",tkrcl Is if 
,.,ad IJ ,"and, 

Mr. SHERIDAN rose, and declared tbat in hi. 
opinion, it WILlI a most extraordinary clauRe; nor 
could he possibly conjecture how it wa. to be car­
ried into effect. He supposed, the clause provided 
proper counsel for tbe printers, to consult a. to what 
Wat or wbat wal Dot a legal .hare; or perbap. it­
self I/:ave a definition of tbat important point; 
because, witbout eitber tbe one or tbe other, be 8aw 
DOt how printers could avoid incDrring the penalty, 
altbough they might not mean to offend against tbe 
law, {or they could have no more intere8t in ad­
vertising an illegal Hhare, tban a pampblet, which 
upon perusal, turned out to be a libel, or any otber 
matter in itself illegal ;_nd it wa. well known, 
tbat in such caees, tbe 8ubjecting the printer to a 
penalty, was a principle equally Dovel and oppres­
sive; and, therefore, a prinl'iple wbich materially 
concerned the liberty of the press. Mr. Sherida. 
proposed to bave the clause printed. 

A-Ir. Ro.e tlfUl«Ttd t/uzt tlu /umorablt ,nlllmunt fRigid rttDlkd 
tlud it ___ IIIUl bmo IUJIIIl to pr,1II IJ _'u tlmut of ""y bill; n4 
is tk ,........ _. it ..,. _fly~. ,.. tlu tI_ ioa f"U" 
tiDa .... Ind 1Iwrt. IlIUl toIIIlIitud ... tk.,. .Ik ttl II litt&u IuJIj 
.Iud of f011!"-tk lunuwehu ,mba. tIur1",e, fIti&ht, ttI_ 
~." IUtiueIj ..., DJ it. toIIIt1IlI. 

Mr. Sheridan moved to have the whole bill 
printed. 

Mr. Pitt ohtntd. tIuIl it .,., tJltoplur ~ III prioat _I 
7tilJ. ... tIutI ia fUUlw.. .", CDaId M IU tk ...IJe#l ~ 
JfIr' iI. 

Mr. Sheridan contended, tbat the new clause 
might cramp and affect the preM; but it could not 

. be considered as a regulatioD to prevent gamb­
ling. 

1M ___ ,",III. !riIMIIt II Iii*-
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,to· •. 

EXCISE DUTIES ON TOBACCO. 

Tkt orl ... 'If tlit I,,!/ for rtC<illing the rtpM1.·of tm. bill being real. 

Mr. Sheridan observed that the honorable gentle­
man opposite to him had expressed himself so strongly 
on the recommitment, that it was necessary .he 
should take some notice of his argument; but having 
lately experienced a considerable share of indul­
gence from the house. they might be assured h~ 
would not trespass long upon their patience. The 
honorable gentleman had spoken with pathos on the 
trial by jury; and yet, he concluded WIth saying, it 
was not his intention to vote for the opportunity on 
which he might mllve to intfoduce the very point 
he recommended. Whenever he heard of a trial 
by jury-being applied to the excise of tobacco, or 
any other single article excised, he always sus­
pected it was thrown out a~ a lure and a decoy to 
attract attention, and draw. the eyes of the house 
away from the main consideration. Professions of 
regard for that old-fashioned trial,. could only be 
proved in an old-fashioned mallner-not by words, 
but by deeds. The honorable gentleman llad said, 
a great deal about trial by jury, and. nevertheless, 
declared he would not vote for the re-commitment. 
He would leave it to the bouse and the country, w 
judge of the sincerity of the honorable gentleman'S 
professions, who contradicted them by his conduct. 
For his part, he should never think any gentleman 
sincere, who did not oppose every extension of the 
excise laws. till the trial by jury was universally 
adopted in all cases of excise. If the. honorable 
gentleman was sincere, he supposed that he would 
bring in a clause for a trial by jury at the third 
reading. Though not quite consistent with order, 
be must make 80me reply to an observation of the 
honorable gentleman, founded on what he said, in 
a former debate; but he conceived it could not be 
more irregular in him to reply to it, than it had 
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been in the honorable gentleman to intrOduce it. 
The honorable gentleman had talked of his argu­
ment respecting the permitting the board of castom. 
to appoint their own officers-

TIle sp"'/"'· mlltd to tlf'atr. mul told lIfr. Shmtla". t/utl Iu luI/I 
tdrtlld!! bmJ out of tlf'dLr. iA putitmittg llu Ii,,""'!! of llu /utntIf'. 
ule 11fmIbt:r .. 

1\lr. Sheridan said, with all due submission, when 
he talked of an honorable member's sincerity, as a 
puLlic man holding a public argument, and did not 
advert to aoy part of his private character, he con­
ceived he was strictly iu order. 

TIle Spetd«rtttlllNffl/. liutt to flWlioII iA ,iutt 1RIIIHItr • .,.., ttl 
guntioll t1u motim OIl ",/Udo llu g".liemtm aettd; tmd 1IOt/Un8 
e<ndd be IIIt1f't ..,ptlf'limMnltny. 

Mr. Sheridan DOW referred to a former bill, rela­
tive to trial by jury in aU excise cases; which tbe 
honorable gentleman, he obse"ed, most know, as 
he bad a principal hand in it. The bill contained 
many excellent provisions, wbich were never exe­
cuted. After jlnimadverting upon that bill, :&Ir. 
Sheridan pointedly ridiculed what Mr. Beaufoy 
had said relative to the distinction bet ween the 
land officer, and the officer upon water, remark­
ing tbat be supposed he was to consider the latter 
as a kind of amphibious animal-a IIOrt of web­
footed exciseman, who was tbe only corrupt officer; 
whereas, in his opinion, the officer on land was full 
as liable to temptation as when he was afloat. 1\1r. 
Sheridan next directed his arguments against the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer; and contended, that 
by his having admitted tbat this was the same qnes­
tion as tbat brought forward before, and declaring 
he agreed to the principles laid down by hi. right 
honorable friend, he. in fact, admitted, the fA).. 

~cco act was neither explained nor amended by 
the present bill. He said it was evident that the 
bill afforded the manufacturen no JOrt of relief 
lIbatever. The biU. he said, permitted the manll-
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facturers to have a liquid dye necessary to the Ilia.' 
nufacture, but it forbade tbem' to have the ingre­
dients to make it; whicb was just like letting a 
painter make a green colour, but forbidding him' 
the u~e of red and yellow. • 

The bill of indulgence, as tbe right h •• norahle 
gentleman bad termed it, was a mere mockery; and, 
the arguments respecting the house of Sales and 
Pollard, and the decreases and increases, wilre un­
fair and fallacious. 

Mr. B.uujO!! and Mr. Pitt followed. 

Mr. Sheridan rose again to controvert l\ft-. Pitt's 
argnment, and an altercation of some continuance 
took place, tbe gentleman on the other side of. the 
house repeating t):Ie cbarge felative to wbat had 
been said about increases, connected with the names 
of Sales and Pollard in a former debate, and the 
gentleman on tbe otber ~ide as often denying it. 

lIfr. Pitt and Mr. Sheridan w .... 60lh upon lheir leg. ,<veral 
tiIM. eacfl. 

At length lhe Speakt:r put an end to the dispute, by calling Mr. 
Sl!eridan to order. 

Thehollstdiridrd-oycs (jor the commitment) 73; nocs141. 

ApalL 30. ' 

EXCISE DUTIES ON TOBACCO. 

The order of the day bring read. Sir Watkin Lew.. moved to 
6ring up IJ d ...... offordingan optional light of II trial 6!1jury. or 
ty tI .. commi4sWner •• 

Mr. SHERIDAN remarked, that the right honorable 
and learned gentleman (the Attorney-General) had 
gOne into an elabOl'ate praise of trial by jury, in 
the very moment he WIIS endeavouring to persuade 
tbe house to reject a. clause calculated to extend 
tbe benefit of that mode of trial to a. very nume ... 
ous description of subjects! This was of a piece 
with the general conduct of those who supported . 
every extension of tbe excise laws i-they admitted 



298 ["PRIL :30, 

them to be an exception to the constitution-they 
declared them an evil repugnant to principles of 
personal freedom, and they, nevertheless, voted for 
them. The right honorable aud learned gentleman 
had stated four easel, in which the defendants had 
obtained verdicts against the crown; and one of 
them, he said, was a cause tried againt a per­
son who was a maker of smugglers. That men 
were made smugglers, and not boru such, he was 
ready to admit i-but he mllst contend, that men 
were made smugglers by act of parliament, aDd in 
that manDer only. The right honorable and learned 
gentleman, amidst the extraordinary praises be bad 
been 10 lavis}, in bestowing on jurie8, bad said, tbat 
in this case of the maker of smuggler~, though be 
and all the COOl" were'mnch surpri8ed at it, the jllry 
had found for the defendant; but that, although 
he considered the judgment as capricioUB, he was 
glad of it, as it proved the independency of the 
jury. That W3S rather a singlllar mode of panegy­
rizing juries, because he could not conceive that 
a jury being independent of all regard to evidence, 
truth, and jnstice, was a IIOrt of independence very 
much tl) their credit. The house, Mr. Sheridan 
trusted, would do him the justice to recollect, 
that when be latelY'" had occasion to ducuM the 
question of the excise la W8 at some lengtb, he had 
declared that, with respect to applying the trial 
by jnry to the single instance of excise on tobacco, 
if that idea was thrown oot by way of lore or de­
coy, he should resist it; not thinking the trial by 
jury a desirable matter, nole.- a previoos rcyisal of 
the excise laws was entered upon, with a view to 
a general reform of tbat 8y~m. '.fhi. was lIis 
opinion opon the .ubject; but the c1auHe which bad 
beeu moved, haying for iu object the applying the 
trial by jnry to the excise on u.batco, he certainly 
could not hesitate. moment as to his acceptance of 
the oft"er. 

o..JIf"''' 6riII,r "'" IM __ _ tiel .,.aft; _100. 
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POST-HORSE FARMING BJLL. 

Mr. Sheridan contended, that the produce of the 
duty, since it had been farmed out, was not greater 
than it might reasonably have been expected to 
have been, had the collection been coutinued in thll 
hands of the commissioners of stamps. Mr. Sheri­
dan went into a variety of calculations and arithme,. 
tjcal statement~. for the purpose of shew ing tha1; 
eleven thousanJ pounds were the utmost that could 
be said to be the surplus of the produce of the duty 
for the year 1789, over the produce for the year 
1788. 

77u bill UNI. commitled. 

MAY 3. 

AFFAIRS OF THE EAST INDIA COMPANY. 

Mr. BOllghl ... ROUIt (according to order) reporled from Ike 
rommitttt of Ike whole 4otUt. 10 whom it Will referred. 10 cimsider of 
Ike StVn"al account. and puper. which hod bem prt8mled 10 Ike 4ou." 
in February mad March Ioat from Ike Direftor. of Ike Eaat InditJ 
C077IfJllfty. Ike rtBOlutionB ",hick Ike committee had directed him to 
reporllo Ike lordl; whick ke read in his place, mad afltrWardl deli­
_04 itt at Ike lable. On Ike gut.Ii .... .. /kat Ike rt80lutiOftl be read 
tI _d lime," Mr. 'litm£!! rOBe, mad moved, .. thot Ike report 6-
re.committed;" declaM"g ltiB reaBOftl for doing III were founded IJptm 
/J parliol repre",,'ation, comprelaending ONly MIt part of Ike Com· 
pany', 'fIfa ... , and tkot, if agreed 10 by tke 4otUt. thni might mil· 
lwd tke public, and ptrfUIlde indi.idUllI. to embark llitir properly • 
on who! would afJ1l<'Jf" 10 be good aecwrily wilh /J growing profit; 
whiht, in , .. olity, it wal onlYIl titluti .. Ilnd ruinoHl <peru/titian. 

Mr. SIlERlDAN expressed himself astonished at 
the declaration of the right honorable and learned 
gentleman (Mr. Dundas), that he did not hold him" 
self accountable to the house for the whole ~tate of 
the Company's atrairs. The right honorable and 
learned gentleman, he conceived, had not in this 
declaration done him~elf justice, because he held 
in his b,nd a speech of the right hOQorable and 
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learned gentleman, which he could rely on, 8S it WIIS 

too correct for a newspaper report, though those 
reports were frequeutly very accurate. In fact 
{Mr. Sheridan said), he considered the speech to have 
been furnished by the light honorable gentleman 
himself, and a few printed for the use of his friend •• 
He bad, however, tbe good fortune to pro('ure a 
copy. He then read a paragrapb from the printed 
speech in question, in which Mr. Dundas stated, 
" whenever any person came forward, as he then 
did, to move for leave to bring in a bill enabling 
the Company to encrease their capital-by the loan 
of a million, he was bound to state their entire 
situation;" and yet (observed Mr. Sheridan), not. 
withstanding the excellent doctrine, contained in 
tbe paragrapb I have read, the right honorable gen· 
tleman now says, " I shew YOIl only part of the 
question, and this shall be the political atate of tbe 
Company's concerns." 1\Jr. Sheridan insisted, that 
the houle had not a fair account, nnless they had 
an account of the commercial 88 well as of the ter­
ritorial affairs of the Company. 1\1 r. Sheridan took 
notice of a part of Mr. Barin~'s speech, who had 
a.'Iked somewhat ironically, if Mr. Tierney's repre­
sentations were just, whether the Company ought to 
approacb Government and beg them eitber to soffer 
the Company to give np their charter, or to allow 
them a premillm for carrying on a disadvantageon. 
trade? Tbatirony might sound well, and it might 
be true tbat the trade was a disadvantageous one; 
but, nevertbeless, there were reasons whicb might 
make it worth the Company's while to carry on a 
losing trade, The 1I0norabie gentleman, be ob­
served, bad said, that the four millions whicb tbe 
Company bad borrowed, were sunk in tbe Cbina 
trade; and, therefore, he considered it as no debt ; 
that being the case, )Ir. Sheridan said, be wished toO. 
know wbether the tea trade had been a profitable 
or a disadvantageous brancb of commerce? and as 
they were to have a diacuslrioo 00 the subject of the 
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.commutation act previously to the conclusion ofthe 
session, he should postpone until that period, his 
remarks upon the subject. . 

Mr. Sheridan rose again to entreat the house, and 
especialJy the right honorable. gentleman opposite 
to him (Mr. Pitt), seriously to attend to the act of 
1783, enabling the Treasury to.Rssist the East India 
Company, by suffering them to raise money on ex­
chequer bills for 300,000/. It appeared to him 
(Mr. Sheridan said) that the right honorable gen­
tleman and the lord!f of the treasury had acted in 
direct violation of the law. He explained this by 
shewing, that the conditions. of the bill expressly 
were, that the company were to repay the money 
before they appropri!ij;ed any of their receipts to 
other purposes; whereas the right honorable' gen-

• tleman had suffered the Company to payoff part of 
their debt claimed by goverDlllent (but not acknow­

,ledged by the Company), and had let them evade 
the payment of the money raised under the act in 
question. Now, a~ that gave the right honorable 
gentleman and the lords of the treasury no discre­
tionary . p?wers respecting the debt, he could not 
but conSider it as a collusion on the part of the right 
honorable gentleman, in order to swell the yearly 
amount of his budget. He desired, therefore,to 
ask by what authority the right honorable gentle­
man .had continued to countenance such a collusiou? 

Mr. Pitt 8Ilid. he W08 not prepared 10 _ llUJt guutiIm, ...... 
<ould from '" ruddm " decwatitm BOy, whether any lIUb"gumt tId 
Df parliammt /uJd gi_ the Trnzsroy any d~ autlwrity (II' 
not. H. would "u"w t/uJt the fUUIiIm fJ}(U important, ad if the 
"""orabk gmt/em"" t/unJghl it a matter fit ft1/" ""ami. di8cu8BioD, 
he would b. roody 10 "".1 il wlaeneoer it IlwuJd be broUf:lat jt1rUJflrd, 
certainly coneeiving t/uJt the pruml W08, by no _, " J1"UlHf" lime 
jt1/" it. 

Mr. Sheridan observed, that one reRSOn why.he 
urged it then was, that the debt had been inserted, 
year after year, in the statement of the Company's 
a~counts. 
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Mr. Pitt _ttl, tlud if til .... tlJfl. fZIIll collruUm "" titfin' lid" 
it tlJlII rolMr utrfllirdi1lll1?/ tllfll the debt """"d /Ia •• ban publicly 
"flItd !/tIIr after ytllr. 

Mr. Sheridan replied it WM troe, that the debt 
was stated, bot always crosRed out of the ac­
count, before the account had been presented to the 
house. 

1I1r. BflrinK declared, tllfll lie rtDll!J did ... t recollect lu"" IIIe 
_ter ".f /he ucheguer bill, "004. 

At lmgtA tile fTJUIiota tIJIII put, .. '17ud tile r.port be re-ummittd," 
to1ua it IDIII ruglllitltd. TIle ruoWlilml 1IItr. tIra rtIJd II .«",111 
rime, tmd sgretd to. .-

MAY 10 • 

• 
SIR BENJAMIN B4MMET'S MOTION REL4TIVB 

TO THII: SE~TJl:NCES 01' BURNING WOIlElif 
CONVlCTED Oli' \j:EBTAIN CRIMES. 

Sir B"!iamm Htmrmd MI.d, l/Ial it IulfJinK ban "" ~ duly 
to attend 011 the mdtrneItol!J OCeaiOll oj IUinK the drtlldjul ..... 
terra ptd in e.ru:uliota, Ite If.J 111m duignul t. brinK '" II bill 10 
fIIIJke _ IIfItr'IIIWft; hi he did ,.., eluJoa ttl MIl ..... lhe "' ....... 
WI he IIIId coruulttd .. d ucriwd Ih. "P1"'0/NU;"'..r ""'" hiKh 
tzIIlMritia in the lauJ, wlUd INlIIOtIJ /he tIIIt. TIle .frulfl- ".f 
1IurrriftK iii"", tlpplitd 10 ........ (ar eertoift crimu, Will tk _~ 
........ ".f N_ poiUy, tmd '~1IWl _ Ilatula, III lite prtJe­
lice tIUl the '" .. _. a fIIIIiIIl4iIfr,4, IIIIrl flu Wriif ""'" did 
.. .-t. t/JU «ateaa ..r ~ mw, _liUIt ttl II prooeculiota ; 
Iut, he ltu.kd He_, that 1Ju:r. -. fIDI l1li E"Il"""'- 10 be 
JtIfI1Id, W"- ftItItumil!l did,.., ullfl U .. /f IIbMe (Ite 1I!fJtriI!! oj (lie __ 
_ , tmd ""'" did fII1l e"-Io ..... the mit, ratMr (fum Ill/nullo 
the Idler of the jrtdpettt. H."f1tIJftd lite 1mI.-. _batm., 
",hieA ...,.. Ki-"",.'" ad __ Jar de __ t:rlme. 

UPON ME" • 
.. To lie tIr_ fIpoII /I ""'dk ttl J:rJ.btu if umdiota, ad tkre 

lillie """g.tH!! the .,a till Iu U •• 
UPON WOllE" • 

.. To lie tIr_ fIpoII /I ""'dk III the pIIVt ".f UtaIIiDII, ad 1Ju:r. 
III lie '--1 fI1iIj fire till. be dmd." 

H. de6ired the hetue ttl emuider de iajhlnlee ..r the 1Iwfxmtl_po1& 
lib 0IIij.: ad lhat,;' ...." «kr criBIu, tla f_ ~fUJ ",.nUiBII 
Jw it. At- tAil _ at, II _ Itt!! in NetDpe ~ fw 
-~;!at tile '--l Ra ... 1uJ fII1l _tIi IfiI ""1 .." 
1M SIIDiff ~ 10 Ai. tJud _ .... .,;, uyr . ta -j~. -f"!' 
1M w ... ad rtjoiaag ;. de ~ tJud 1M - .,;gilt,.. ittU 

• 
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"Is;". He tlaired to MIIinl 1M 1unJM, ""'t it ..... pr_d. TI, <II­
~e. that tlu Blwcking puniallnimt did ... t ".. .. ..., llu t:ritM. 
F"",,,,"ly. tlu I1ItrI were ""'mud to be fJUIITt<red. in rulditilm to tluir 
other punis/lmmt, and Iu IUppostd it arOl< from tieliCIJCY that tlu 
........... ...,... to be 1nmot: but 1IOfD. llut Bmtmee 'If fJUIITfering wa, 
... t tlujllli,,"f1IeItI. lind IIllfur whida Iu _tended fDIJ6, tluJt fIJ_ 
IIwuld fll)t recei .. tJ more drtadful punislmlmt than tlu men. who 
might influm.e tlu women 10 tlu tomrnisBitm 'If tlu trinte. He would 
.... fII) more argumm'" He tnakd thtJt the bill wanted not the 
fur .. 'If urot""!! ur eb>quertl'e t. ctJrlSe it to be reemed: fur. lu,htJd no 
cioabt. but tke 1unJM iDould go with /rim ill tJu ._ of hu,lltlllity. 
II. would not, therifure, trouble tlu 1unJM Imrger, but begged to be 
permitted to move fur kmJe to brintI: in tJ biU "for al/tring llu am­
I ..... 'If burning wo""" otlainlelf ond tonvlded of certain crime., 
ad lUbetitutiRg other punUltntmt. ill lieu lhereof.n 

Mr. SHERIDAN wished the motion to.be worded 
more generally, and that the description of the bill 
might ell-tend to all women convicted of high or 
petty treason; declaring, that if it should be neces­
sary to narrow the object of the bill, there would 
be sufficient opportunities of doing so in the com­
mittee, and at different stages of the progrellS of the 
hill. 

'I'M motion pUled witAout llI1Iendl/lent. ' 

SUPPLY. 

. Mr. Pitt ..... to mo •• tJ .. te 'If credit fur tJ million, to I'IItJbh His 
Mqjuty to act lJ8 llu ezigmcy 'If affair. might reguiN. With tile 
large ....... already .. te4, tJnd tke .... 'If llu I1II1M!f MIkitA His Ma­
jutywordd tken """" at eommmu/, a .. lII 'If credil fur tJ miUion 
woKld be mffieimt. Mr. Pitt upltJined Ike _. 'If __ elaiJu, 
which tJu flltTchtJnts tJnd olher., w"" ""I. property ill Gtl1rgitJ, .. 
far back lJ8 1783..fairly htJd upon ~I. in ...... gurnee I!f 1M' 
pro.ina being .. tied by tlu treaty 'If peaee: and ke concludeil with 
....,;ng. . . 

.. Thai it ill llu opi";"" .f Ihill tommill ... tAot • """ ... t areed· 
ing one miUion be gran. t,a t. Hil Mqjuly. to entJbl. Hil Mqjesty 
to lake _It mtaIUrU, and to .w.. _III au€lll""'ation to kil Jure .. 
by ItS and ItJnd • .. the 'ezigeRciu of Dffain may reg";" .. " 

.. Thol lhe """ 'If £49.6b6 17 .. 6d. be granled to His Mqje81y 
fur tJu rtliif of merchant" and other per_ int<resl.d ill ItJnth 
withi .. the /al. proriRee 'If Georgia." 

1M "",tiOR h.ooing ..... rtlld tJ fir" and '"""" time, OIl 1M pes­
lion, .. ThIll tlu Chairman do rtport 1M 10m< to ths hauu," 

! Mr. Sheridan remarked, the right honorable gen­
tleman (the Chancellor of the Exchequer), when he 
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stilted his observations on Hia Majesty's message to 
the house, had expressed a hope, that we should !!till 
be able to accommodate the matters in question be­
tween the courts of Madrid and Great Britain, 
without being driven to the neceHsity of going to 
war; a hope iu which they must all most cordially 
concur. But although it was right to Tollow up 
their ~ddress to His Majesty of last week with a 
vote of lIupply, and not leave the addres8 as a mere 
matter oftrofession," Mr. Sheridan said, he wished 
to know i , on the event of war being commenced, 
the right honorable ~entleruan would find it neces­
,/Jary to have a commIttee of supply again? 

n. tw raolfllimu JIflIltd.. 

LOAN TO THE EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 

Mr. SHERIDAN adverting to the loan of Exche­
quer billa (or 300,000/. to the Easl-India Company, 
remarked that possihly, the right hORorable gentle­
man might have been otherwise employed (or the 
last two or three days, than to have had an opportn­
nity o( attending to the subject; i( not, he should be 
glad to know how the right honorable gentleman 
found the matter upon enquiry. 

Mr. Pitt tI1UIIII!I'Ul, tIuJt Iu rttdly fuu1 fIIlt uti 1m DfIPI1rl1!.rtiJ!I 
IIj tdlnuiin~ II> the ea • .. "....,.; brd if tlu rigllt """"'able gmtle­
_ tIIIIDri .. tI tIuJt tJ.ny __ tnf!/ til..." ill ii, ... ",hU" he aughl II> 
....... -wna, tlu .... regrdtzr ~ r.-ltllie II> IIIIJmil _ ... tile 
fMldat. 

Mr. Sheridan said, that he would submit one 
on the subject on the ensuing Friday. 

){.o.v 11. 

POST HORSE DUTY BILL. 

De.tIer /18 tile tltirtlrutlia& IIjttil.uJ lieiIy;rrMI. 

Mr. SHEBIDA.N again moved hi. clause to oblige 
tbe farmers of the duty to declare upon oath, the an-
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nual produce of their respective districts. Witltout 
some clause to this effect, the public, he contended, 
could not reap the full advautage of the bill. hecause 
the produce of the several districts being known only 
to those who farmed. them, no advance could be ex­
pected on the price at which they were first let. 
The farmers were to be considered in the light of 
public accountants, and might fairly be called on to 
give an account of money collected from the p~b~ic. 

Mr. 1. H. Brow", contmded. that it Wt/8 impouibl, to call "P'" 
mtII to declare ... oath what they had II 8Iron~ temptlltion t. conCtal, 
fJlDrt especiolly under circumatance8 which rmdered it tdr."",ly 
difficult to di4c"..,. whether they had declared the truth or Mt. IJO 

tl8 to found an indictmmt for perjury. H. cauld not comiiler the 
farmer. in the light of public accountant,. nor agt'et to OIl inquili­
ti ... into private property, And. finally. would not bid high for 
that oj which they were .bli~ to five IJfI /lCCOURt "P'" oath, 

Mr. Sheridan said, the bill empowered the far­
mers to call upon all persons engaged in letting 
post-horses, to answer, on oath, who had a very 
great temptation iu the way of interest, to swear 
falsely. If the honorable gentleman's objection 
went merely to a wanton use of oaths, he ought to 
object to the bill entirely. The farmers must, ne­
cessarily, be considered as public accountants. The 
oath proposed, was, at least, a safer oath than any 
other authori:i:ed by the bill; and without it, or 
Bomethiu~ equivalent to it, the public would not 
reap the full benefit of the bill. 

The glltlti ... WIlt put, lind the clauu .vee/ttl witJwut" dil1ision. 

TRADE TO NOOTKA SOUND. 

Mr. Sheridan said, that be bad a motion to make, 
which he knew not whether he had worded pro­
perl y; but the purport of it was, to obtain informa­
tiou whether the trade to Nootka Sound, and the 
Rettlemeut forming, or intended to be formed there, 
'WaS uudertaken under the sanction and authority of 

l'OL. II. x 
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• government, or merely as an enterprize of private 

: persons. 
Mr. Pitt wWud tAt mo/iMa tI> b. pOltptmtd. lill IAt '''jDrmJl-

· liMa pr...m..d in II;' Mqjuty', aflllOn' 10 the oddr .... ""Id be Iilitl 
lIt/ure the /unu,; Lierncu to trade 10 Nootka S""nd had bt ... 
granted: and At knew oj no authur/ly jur that, or any olher pur­
po«. but _II flI lhalt lietneu canlained. 

Mr. Sheridan remarked, tbat what the house had 
now beard, that the settlement was a private enter­
prize, was very material 

Mr. Pi/I cantended, lhat wlutlur IAt ItItiemml WflI or _ nor 
IJ priwde mltrpri>t, /Iure tlJUid be no doubl that i/ WflI incumbent on 
the hmwur oj ,At "", .. try tI> demand IIltilfaelion Jor an!l inmlt 0,. 

· injury 'lffered to iI. nddtcll. wluther in lheir prj.ale capacity 1. 
• Irad ..... Of' actm,; under tAt more immediaU IIlfICtiMa oj goocrnmen • 

Mr. Sheridan declared, tbat if tbe right honor­
able gentleman meant to insinuate, that he did not 
tbink the country bonnd in bonor to protect every 
subject from iDllult or injury, be had put a construc­
tion on tbe words wbich they wonld not bear. 

TAt matiMa WflI pa/JH1IUd. 



1790.] 307 

• trial of tM impeaeAmmt of WmT<1J Htuting., Eaq.: tloth. without 
meanitIg to alJandtm tM truth tit' impqrtrmce of tM charges, autho. 
,.;", tM rtIII1Ulf£er. uf tMir.aid impeaehmmt, to inriBt only upon BUth, 
and so many uf tM said charges (/8 sltall nppeor to them tM moat c ... • 
duciflf! to obtaining ",eedy and dfectual juatice againal tM 8ai4 
Warren Hatdmgs."-&c ... d, .. thot the commontJ oj Great Britain 
in parliament tJ8Itmbled, from tZ regard to their oum honor, ana from 
the duly which they owe to all tM COl7l11lOllB uf Grtat Britain, in 
who .. name, (/8 well (/8 in tMir own, they aet in tM public prosecu· 
tions by them carried ... JJeftlt'e tM house uf lorlb, are bf/Und to per­
_em tMir impeacfunent againal Warren Hf18ting.,lateGouernor. 
General uf Bengal, until judgment may be obtained up"" tM moB 
important article, in the 8Il1TU!." . 
, Mr. Pitt did 1IJJt oppose tl .. motian. '. 

TM Malter of tM-Rolh, thought it wtmld be more ad.ueable to 
make the motion general, and to follDw tlllJt precisely which had been 
adoptrd in tM case uf :(Ard Maeclesfield. He read tZ copy uf that 
motion, and though M confmed it was not so ably wtlt'tkd as tM right 
honorable gentleman'., yet hr conCeived it preferable, as there wos no 
I1CCwn to aBBign II rtf18Oft; tM doing uf which wtmld be liable to 
CJn1Iment. 

Mr. Sheridan contended that the difference of the 
circumstances of the tw.o impeachments made the 
distinction between the two motions suffici6ntly 
clear. In the impeachment of the Earl of Mans­
field, the managers were armed with the authority 
in question, in the first instance;' 'it was therefore 
unnecessary to assign a reason. The honorable arid 
learned gentleman should observe, that in the' pre· 
sent impeachment, they had now passed almost three 
years without obtaining their o~ect. On which 
special account, it was necessary to assign a reasjln 
for giving fresh authorities to the managers. Nor 
did his' right honorable friend's motion appear to 
him in any part of it objectionable; it conveyed no 
insinuation; for surely it was no insinuation to state 
that the judges were obliged, in discharge of their 
official duty, to leave town, aDd do the business of 
their several circuits. 

Th. house dioitkd: aye. 48; noes 31. 

x2 
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"'AT 14. 

EXCHEQUER BILLS LENT TO THE EA5T-INDJ.t 
COMPANY. 

Mr. SUERIDAN, adverting to the exchequer bills 
lent to the East-India Company, remarked that he 
should take up but a short time of the house in the 
discussion of a subject rather of a dry nature, but 
which nevertheless would afford some information. 
and was indeed very interesting to thOfle who duly 
considered the importance of preserving the national 
credit. New events had lately made other matters 
give place, and those new events had produced new 
doctrines, which in the eyes of some might render 
his motion ohjectionable. He declared, however, 
that he was not one of those who, in the first mo­
ment of a probability of hostilities, thonght the mi­
nister entitled to that unlimited confidence which 
they had lately heard so mnch of, as well a8 that 
an inquisitive house of commons was the worst 
enemy the country could have. Neither did he 
think that at such a moment every thing of a nature 
distinct from the important topiC which rendered 
military preparations necessary, was to give way, 
and that they were to take it for granted, the mi­
nister had so much upon his hands that he ought 
not to be expected to listeD to any other businesS 
whatsoever. There were mattei'll certainly, which, 
though unconnected with tbe subject, that had 10 
much engaged the public attention within the last 
ten days, were very essential objects of considera­
tion, and well worthy the attention of that honse. 
That which he intended to bring forward was one 
of them. It was impossible to mention the matter 
without recurring to what he had 80 often com­
plained of to the mode of temporizing which the 
right honorable gentleman had adopted ever since 
1786, instead offairly stating to the public what the· 
l'eallrituat.ioD of their 6_ was, that system of 
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concealment for the sake of making the public 'be ... 
lieve their affairs were better than they really were, 
and then having recoarse to expedients from time 
to time, to enable the basiness of government to be 
carried on. That this appeared to be the system 
pursued (Mr. Sheridan said) was an opinion which 
he woula still maintain, notwithstanding the use 
that might be made of it, and the clamour that 
might be raised against all who thought as he did, 
and who might be represented to the public as hold· 
ing language dangerous and depreciating. It might 
be said, that when it ought to be the common in~· 
terest of all to raise the spirits of the people, by re- -
presenting their affairs in the best light, they were 

_ running them down to the disadvantage' of the 
public, and the encouragement of our enemies. 
None of those imputations, Mr. Sheridan declared, 
would ever make him shrink from what he thought 
his duty. Be it peace, or be it war, he would con­
tinue to state things as they really were, not having 
a doubt npon his mind but tbat by so doing, by pub­
lishing to that house, to the people at large, and 
consequently to the whole world, our real situation, 
we should be best enabled to extricate ourselves 
out of any difficnlty er embarrassment whicb might 

. arise, and best secure the national safety. Conceal­
ment might serve a temporary purpose, but in the 
end the con,equence must prove mischievous in the 
extreme. If parliament were not to look into the 
state of their affairs from time to time, they had 
better, instead of voting a million, rely at once on 

. the minister for the business of parliament, let him 
make war, conduct it just as he thought fit, grant 
him whatever he asked for, and when it was ended, 
let him say he would settle the accounts when it 
suited him, and in the manner he liked best. Mr. 
Sheridan at length proceeded to the main object of 
his motion, and desired that the clause of the act of 
1783, which contained the condition of thelublic'S 
paying off the exchequer bills, if nol pai by tlI. 
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East-India Company by the 5th of April, 1786, 
might be read.· This being read, he observed, that 
he had agreed entirely with the bonorahle baronet 
(Sir Grey Cooper) behind him, who had lirst drawn 
his attention to the subject, and whose observations 
were at all times well worthy attention, that in suf­
fering those exchequer bills to remain nn paid to 
thi~ day, government bad acted directly contrary 
to law.. He mentioned the two sumB of 300,000/. 
and 200,000/. paid into the exchequer in the year 

,1789 and 1790, by the East-India Company, on 
account of demands made on them by government, 
but not acknowledged by themselves, and con­
tended, that out of those 8ums the exchequer bills in 
question ought to have been paid oft'; for the act of 
parliament expressly stated, that if the East-India 
Company were to fail in their engagement, the 
puhlic should take it npon themselves, and the ex­
chequer bills should become a charge upon the sink­
ing fund. He asked, had this been done i' Cer­
tainly not; and therefore he as.'lerted that the law 
broken by government as it had been hy the East­
India Company. rfhe bank alllO, in continuing the 
loan, set a dangerous precedent, and i( followed, it 
would lE'ad ultimately to a national bankruptcy. 
There were three parties in this bnsines.~, the East 
I~dia Company, who was the borrower o( the 
money;. the .public, who gave tbe AeCllrity; and 

.lhe Bank, who advanced it; bnt the right honorable 
gentleman was personally interested in it, because 
it was his duty to see that the act was complied 
with, and th~ mo~ey paid before the 5th of April, 
1786. When, on opening his budget, the right ha­
noraLle gentleman had stated, that. be bad taken 

.. the 'lOO,OOO/. paid by the East-India Company (or 
dllties 8'1. part of the income of the year, he could 
not fairly. say he had gained 500,000/. but that 
'he bad borrowed 80 much.. All the con(u~ioD 
;,hicb bad occurred in this bosinelll, and all the 

. 'chBicultiall 'which the right honorable gentlemau 



1790.] 3U ... 

had found it necessary for four yearsba'Ck 
to encounter, (Mr. Sheridan maintained) hiid' 
been owing to what he had so often lamented to the­

. right honorable gentleman'. fatal and unfortunate' 
elTor, in not haviog made his stand in 1786, and' 
brought forwal'd the affairs of the country as they', 
really were, and taken the proper and effectual: 
means of making the national income equal to the' 
expenditure, either by an adequate reduction of the 
establishments. or by ha~ing recourse to some mode: 
of encreasing our income. It was the more to be 
lamented that the right honorable gentleman had 
not done so in 1786, because, perhaps, in the an­
nals of the country, no minister ever could have, 
taken such a step under such .peculiar advantages •. 
The right honorable gentleman at that time had an 
opposition calling upon him to take such a step, and 
williqg to support him in it, willing also, as far as 
an opposition could, to share in the responsibility OI 
the measure; the right honorable gentleman had 
likewise the advantage of a confiding house of com­
mons, and what was still a farther advantage, it was 
well known to every person that the right honor­
ableg enlleman had not had the smallest share in 
having occasioned the burthens under which the­
people then labored. Instead of having done what 
he had just. described, the right honorable gentle­
man had kept hack the true state of affairs, and ever 
since proceeded on a sytem of expedients. Mr. 
Sheridan declared, that in consequence of the situa­
tion of affairs, and from other considerations, he had. 
charged his intended mode of ~roceeding. but he 
wonld read to the house five or SIX resolutions, from 
which the hOllse 'would, at one view, collect all the 
facts that formed the features of the business. (He 
here read six resolutions, stating, that the East-India 
company had been enabled by parliament to bor,. 
row 300,0001. that the public lent exchequer bills 
for that by way of collateral security to the Bank of 
England; that the engagement was, that if tile said 
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biltS were not discbarged on or before tbe 6th of 
April, 1786, the amount ofthe bills was to become a 
charge upon the Sinking Fund, and to be provided 
for out of the first aids of the year which should be 
voted after the 5th of April; that the bills were not 
discharged before that day, and that they yet remain 
undischarged. Those resolutions :!\J r. Sheridan 
said) he had intended to move, but he would content 
himself with moving a single one, to which he con­
ceived there could be no sort of objection, as it 
would strer1gthen the hands of the right honorable 
gentleman, and enable him to manage future loans 
with the Bank with gr~ater ease. .. He then moved, 
II that the East-India Company to payoff the ex­
chequer bills for 300,000/. lent them in 17l:13, on or 
before the 5th day of January next." 

Mr. Sheridan rose again and contended that the 
bank, by their conduct, had gone near to furfeit 
their charter. He read an abstract from the act of 
William and Mary, to prol'e that the bank had no 
right to suspend a demand on government, through 
a convention with the Treasury; and he remarked 
that the law of the land expressly forbade thp bank 
from making any loan to government, without the 
knowledge and approbation of parliament. If by 
such an indirect way, the bank could assist govern­
ment, and e1'ade the act of King William, that act 
would become nngatory, and one of the first and 
leading principles in the bill of rights undermined 
and subverted. The East India Company never 
could pay the amonnt of the exchequer bills to the 
bank. By the statute the money Wa.tl bound to be 
paid into the exchequer, and there to be reserved, 
till the bills were brought and cancelled as dis­
charged. 

bIr. Pitt app<aIul to tile tMir, ad to tile Iunue. ",,/tdkr ad" 
tile prdnta of ~ ;" up/mttdilm, it _ rrpbr jttr tM 4oIuw­
tIbU gnolleamt to _Iu " lel'ia of _ tUMrIimu, totally fttreiga to 
tile a/du:t ill dw",,; ... I11III. ""kido _ ." lily ull..-timu 
ia txIIIIrtU/iai_.tr- Aa..- ==oidabt, t:rrGU tIIIlIlfrIr Debate. 
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Mr. Sheridan rose again, and. after a few more 
words, was called to order by the chair. Mr. She­
ridan then observed, that after what had passed, he 
was detel'mined to mOVe all the resolutions which he 
had read to the house. 

Tiu gutstion W/l8 put. in <ons"qu." •• oj tl .. prftl;ou. guestion 
IIalling b« .. mooed • .. That tlu guestion on thi. resolulion b. now 
put." when the hawe divided; ayu 39; no.. 70. 7'ht preriouB 
guestion W/l8 at .... rried.on tlu other ruolutionB, thr •• Ulcepted. 

MAY 17. 

SIX WEEKS UCENCE BILL. 

il'lr. Roat moved ... eral ruolutions. Ajter IAtt/ IIad bem.all (ar· 
"riLd, 

. Mr. SHERIDAN complained against the practice 
of .recei v ing reports on the same day that the com­
mittees sat; and the system of procrastination which. 
he charged ministers with pursuing, in respect to 
the public business this session, in like mannel' as it 
had been customary for them to do in every session, 
declaring that their system clearly was to put off 
every great and interesting concern till it was im­
possible to procure either the necessary attendance 
or attentioT1'to the subject. . The mace had been on 
and off the table every quarter of an hour the whole 
day, as if they were at boys play, instead of being 
engaged in the dispatch of serious and important 
public business. He asked what their constituents 
would think of such conduct, and so shameful a 
'mode of proceeding? 

Mr. R ... dtclarld that lie _tr intmdtd ta fIIDIJe that tlle..­
lutionB should be reported that doy. It being directly contrary 10 tile 
eatablisAed praetice oj tile howe ta ret'; .. tI ...".,.t oj any rualutions 
rtlatitle to dr.ttUs imp ... d 011 tile aulU .. '. 011 ,lie ...... day OIl whi.A 
. tAey ...... fIOted. With regard to tlte imputed system oj procrastintJ. 
tion, lie utterly denied /h;it anyaucA sy.t_ lOaB pl#'8Ul!d. 7l1e pub­
Ii. btuinua lutd, throughout tile .. .,;.... bem brought flll'UJOrd til 
_Iy. and witA as much up,dili ... al. in tlle1l/l/ure oj ... A ...... UHJI 

pradictJl1le. I,. rupect ta tile ".".. ""1Iing bem .frefuently takett 'Iff 
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,lit "'ble "full day, and report. 'If C_illea mode i_ditd.lll. lit 
""d Dfllll ftIOf1ed lfull IJ7Ie report 'If" (_,il'u ol'Iu "!I be recti",d. 
and lfult to"',DfI tIle tm/rject 'If" bill, 10 toMcli tlur. too, not, tu lit 
Ilnderltood, ,Iu ImfJllut obj,dion-llu bill/or ,Iu r.lirl'lf tlu cotUI­
ing Irlllie. Aa to llu fWmiJtr 'If llu bil16 introdU«d, At Md, lit be­
lieved, fuld th. """or 10 inlroduet thr", and no mort: and I",,", 
1DtT., '" thdr till .. "!lficimtl!llkwtd, billo orhicIJ cwId not, in Illt 
nGture 'If thing •• ful .. been inlrod .... d 1OIJ7IeT. 

Mr. Sheridan contended, that the bill just alluded 
to Willi as important aN, and perhaps the most im. 
portant of, anyone bill introduced that 8ession. 
What be complained of was, that a bill of such 
magnitude had not been introduced when the hou.e 
was more fully attended, aud when gentlemen could 
pay it the coll1lideration it delOCrved. He was glad, 
however, late as it was, that some notice \'t as at 
length about to be taken of the numerous petitions 
on the table, complaining of a noble lord'8 (llawkes­
bury) famous l\ianifest Bill; and that some redress 
was to be afforded to those who 8ufff'red under its 
oppressions, which he understood were great. The 
honorable gentleman had observed that he had only 
brought in three bills that day. He, perhaps, had 
forgotten that a noble lord, who had juflt left tbe 
house. went away after having performed hi. task, 
and laid hi. file of bills npon the table; that the 
Chancellor 0 the Exchequer had also introduced 
several; and therefore, thongh it bad 1;en left to 
the honorable gentleman last of all to throw in hi. 
share" and add to the beap, the number collectively 
was great, and considering the period of the seli­
sion, he mnlt repeat it, an additional instance of tbe 
shameful system adopted by tbe present administra­
tion, of procrastinating the most important pnblic 
business to the end of the session. 

Mr. &. tI..id not _hi """ 1M noble bwtl (HGtDItn/Jrtry) W 
~I~ to dDlDitIa 1M bill ill putioa. ~"1Ie Ad, dnnwdly, 
IllllMoutl pttd eruIit ItIT ".. ,";rlrree ill rrlJKd to D411ur W, 
.., t/IIJ/ Iht .ul ItIT t1e rr&f ttJ tJu ....",~ lTd _ ., .0 -
wddI rmJJ& ,Iu Mttllifut Bill. TIt lIIIter rrjtrrtd to _po ~ 
ilIfortip trtIIIe. all_....,,,.,.-a. 

TIt ......... """' ~ to. _ 1M RJIIIrl.tlrml iii Ie ... 
.... • ",. lite ...--. 
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MAY 20. 

TONTINES. 

Mr. Pitt m"",d-" That Ihe ae! oj tlu 29 Geo. 3d. eap. 41. (relao 
li .. to lonlina) be read. He next 'I1WIJ<d" That tlu house resol.,. it­
.. lJ into a committ" on tl", said act:" Tluse motions were agr«d to. 
;Ur. Pilt obsenJed that tlu tontim had originnlly been proposed as an 
e.rptriment; and, at tlu time, it had "Pp'~red to him a relJJlonabk 
apectation, that it would hm!e proved oj e'lual adMntagt to tlu pu~' 
lic and tlu .ubsorib<T'. It had, however, turned out that thia had 
not been tlu .... ; and a/thou{!,'l. the tonUne originally bore a pre" 
mium, it had sinet been at a consid<Table discount, and if p<1'siated 
in acrqrding to the original terma. tlu individual. who had taken tlu 
whol. of it must SlJ8tain a very cOJl8iderable 10.... The plan Iu hod to 
propo .. would, I", was QW.,... appear rather complicated at fint 
light, but wlu:7& examined .and considered, Iu Irusted that .1/" 1Iwde 
'!I carrying it into execution and tdfut would be fuund easy and sim­
ple. It W08 not fltCmory for him. in that stage of tl'" busin .... to 
go into a minnte detail of tlu ralcuktiona on which his plan lI.'ould 
bejoundto bepracticabl.; it wouldsuffu:efor himgenerallg to stat. 
tlu outline. which was to gi.e those who Iuld th. sitar .. of tlu tontine 
an opti ... of ",changing it for long annuities. and to empower llu 
commissioner. of tlu trealJlJ'l'Y td nominate to tile ,hares wltich might 
be .acant wheri tlte p...wd oj nomination to sitar.. .IUJUld erpire, 
whit;h wouldbt in October nezt, and to hald the same107' tlupublic. 
By these means gentkmen would II« that faith would be kept with the 
per.ons whose livts were already interested, the original IIIb.criber. 
would be rescuedfrom the rialJue they at prem.t· ran,' in COft8<quenee 
oj a IlfJ<CIJbdi.... which, prima facie, had vnd.uubtedly bem II laud­
abk one; and lIIe public it.,lJ would be no suffer..... Afr. Pitt .c_ 
eluded with moving a resoluti ..... tlu purport oj which was, to au.­
t/pJriAe t/~ holder. oj .hares in tlu tontine to haOl their .hare tz.. 
changedfor an equal portion of lohg annuity, on application for 
that purpose 10 lhe head cashier of the bank. . 

Mr. SHERiDA.N observed, that he believed that 
he. was justified in concluding that it had been evi. 
dent tl? the house, on the right· honorable gentle­
man's first stating of his design, to relieve the ori­
ginal subscribers \0 'the tontine, that it was a matter 
of very great nicety. It was like'wise eviMnt, ·f.·om 
what he had just liaid, that the right honorable gen­
tleman had changed ·his plan, Rnd abandoned the 
ground . he had 'firSt taken; but he could not but 
think that the right honorable gentleman had over­
stated the risque which the original subsoribers had 
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encountered; it was true, that the tontine had been 
for some time at a discount, but it ought to be re­
collected, that when it first came into tbe market, 
it bore a premium; taking, therefore, both these 
matters into consideration, the subscribers might 
not have sustained so much loss as the right honor­
able gentleman seemed to wish to impress the com­
mittee with an idea of. In fact, the more they 
thought upon the business, the more the difficulty of 
doing equal justice would be found to be, and he 
feared that it must ultimately be acknowledged to 
be insurmountable. The right honorable gentleman 
had made three propositions; nrst, that relief should 
be given to the original subscribers; next, that the 
public should be no losers by affording that relief; 
and lastly, that the present holders of shares should 
have the same advantages secured to them, as they 
had a right to look for when they nominated to the 
said shares. It was, he admitted, clearly made 
out, that the nrst object would be answered by the 
right honorable gentleman'. plan-that the original 
suhscriber~ would be relieved, and also that the 
public would not be losers; but it did not, Mr. 
Sheridan said, appear to him that the present 
holders of shares would have the public faith kept 
with them, or that they would remain in as advan­
tageous a situation as they had a right to expect, c0n­

sidering the conditions o( the tontine at the time 
wben they subscribed (or shares. Mr. Sberidan ex­
plained the grounds o( his opinion, by stating, that 
j( the commissioners of the Treasury were to nomi­
Date to snch shares of tbe tontine as should be vacant 
in October, they naturally would not name bad 
lives, but the very best wbich they could select; 
and in tbat case tbe bolders of shares, who might 
chose to keep their shares, would not stand the same 
advantageous chauce as they would, in all probabi­
lity, have stood, had lives beenJromiscuoOllly no­
minated, according to the origin plan, when some 
purchasers of shar~~would have no_m~ them-
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selves, others their child~en, otbl'rs tbeir connections 
and friends, as their own views of their individual 
interests, their whim, their vanity, their self-love, 
or any other prevalent motive of their minds might 
have dictated, and regulated them in their choice. 

Mr. Pitt uprused his beliL!. that if tire honorable g ... tltrlum had 
uamitutl his own o/deetUna, he could not but be of opinion that he 
wouldfind thatit did not apply. 

Mr. Sheridan answered, that be had stated a dif­
ficulty, not an objection; and the more it was exa­
mined, the more insurmountable be was convinced 
it would be found.· He then re-urged bis argn­
ment; and after asserting, that unless each indivi­
dual holder of a share of the tontine would come 
and signify his consent to the proposed plan, he 
should consider the holders of shares in general to 
be injured, declared that he would reserve any 
further discussion of the subject till the bill should 
be before the house. 

The guutitm waa put. OfId the ruolutitm agreed to. 

MAY 28. 

TONTINE BILL. 

The order of the day for the _d reading of thil bill having 
bten _ed to be dilcharged. . 

Mr. SHERIDAN expressed his hopes that he 
might, fortunately, make some impreSSion upon the 
right honorable gentleman (Mr. Pitt), when he de­
clared, that the more be considered tbe 'nature of 
the bill, the more he was convinced tbat the prece- . 
dent would prove dangerous, and not to be recon­
ciled to the great object of securing the original 
hoMers of shares in the tontine, who meant to ad­
here to their shares. If gentlemen would turn their 
attention to it, he was convinced they would see 
that it ought to be rejected, and therefore, he trusted 
that the"right honorable gentleman would not at-



818 [JUNE 2, 

tempt to move that the bill be committed before the 
~nsuing Tuesday or Wednesday. 

Mr. Pitt imagiJledlllat Ille Tumorabk gm/lmla1J llad not 6 .. n 
pruml in Ille fuJUIIJ. Ille preuding da!l. or IIa wl7ldd /unJe kard him 
"111.. IfuJt. III IIa IJII1IceifJ1!d wllat ..... o/dedimu lher, miKhl ". 
IIgain" Ilia biU. lhey would go rlllher I. ,'''' rtgu/alimu it c."tniJled. 
II1Id Ilia oppliclllion of tlla principk oj Ilia bill. Ih,,,, I. Ilia prinripl. 
il"lj: IIa I1I<ant 10 _ tlllzt it". commitled Ilia IlpprOllChing Tua­
d8!1' 

JUNE 2. 

TONTINE BILL. 

77Ie report of Ilia cmnmiIt .. OIl 1m. biU llaring bun brl1Ufl;ht up. 
Ilia Ilr1fD1Iimmb were read II firlt II1Id .. cond time. II1Id .... tral _ 
0JIe. pro]1<IIed. 

Mr. SHERIDAN persisted in his idea, that if the 
situation of the original contributors to the tontine, 
and holders of shares were changed at all, no mat­
ter whether from good or worse, it was an insur­
mountable objection; and that, before the house 
-adopted tbe principle of the bill, they ought to be 
assured that eacb individual, intere~ted a8 be had 
described, gave his assent to tbe conditions which 
the bill tended to anthorize and enforce. Mr. She­
ridan proposed that tbe names of the subscribers 
who should, at the period of nominatiou, be found 
desiroUli of adhering to their Mares, should be taken 
to fill up the vacancies in the sever .. l classes. 

Mr. Pitl tbIIInukd tIurt tire Iumorflbk ~lnNno·. l"opoRLw. 
-'4. era tlla fJtrJI gTl/fI1UU era .,Irida lhey TrmJ ".." 10 bm& arp 
mg, be liIIbk I. tire p-eatnt o/gecliml of ""!I. IU, ia tIurt aut. Ilia 
originIlI emtIriInIIDn to Ilia lOIIlw. II1Id tire fuJ/den of martl. mull 
be tkprired of tire cIIIznu of naming ttgllilut Ilia fir,., of tTlherl pr .. 
fIriIerwtMl!l fWfIIinIIte4. II1UI be Jarred to ,..... IIgailllt t/Jmwt-. 

At 1DogtA, Ilia ...".al_ u--1I1Id ~ "'"" tt~ to, 
.-4 IN: Inll, rriJh tbe tIIIIOUhrImU. ""tiered to be ... grD#Ul, lind rtIlII 
II /lUrd lUlu. 
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. DEC'EMBER 16, 

I 
WAYS AND ;&[EANS. 

Mr. SHERIDAN observed tbat, on tbe present 
occasion, be felt himself unusually hal?PY to give 
the right honorable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) his sincere 
;praise for the general outline of his plan; fol" the 
speedy extinction of the three million~ necessary to 
be raised to pay oa::.the expense of the late arma­
ment. He assured the right honorable gentleman 
that he had done no more than justice to that side 
of the house, in thinking that they would give their 
snpport to such a necessary measure. . Whatever 
difference of opinion there might be on particular 
topics, whether. some of them might -think on the 
subject of that armament, either that it' was not 
necessary, and that there had been no reason to have 
talked to Spain in so haughty and menacing a tone; 
whether other gentlemen might deem the arm a" 
ment necessary, but the satisfaction obtained inade­
quate, or whether others again might consider-the 
conduct of the right honorable gentleman as spirited 
and proper, and that the' convention was an excel­
lent one, and likely to prove a source of endless 
advantage; let the contrarieties of opinion be what 
they might, the right honorable gentleman, he (was 

. persuaded, would find but one sentiment in -the 
house on the subject of his proposed plan. And as 
those who sat near him had often stated, that no­
thiug was so necessary as to meet the exigency of 
the moment in a firm, manly way, to look our diffi­
culties at all times in the face, to bring them for­
ward without disguise, and call upon the house to 
provide for them to their full extent; now, as the 
advice was takeu, they would cheelfully assist. in 
sharing the disagreeable task of imposing fresh bur­
thens 011 the people, cOllvinced 8S they were that 
however the mode of incurrinO' the expense might 
be wrong, the expense, once in'::urred, must be paid. 
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,He could have wished, however, that the right 
honorable gentleman had not stated part of hi. 
taxes a., temporary taxes. He really feared the 
right honorable gentleman had not sufficiently con­
sidered the state of tbe revenue, or, he conceived, he 
Dever could have persuaded himself that after the 
taxes were once Imposl!d they could be taken off. 
F'or his own part, he was anxious for an examination 
every year into the state of the public receipt and 
expenditure. He had takl'n the paper up, anrllaw 
that the present income of tile country Was fi fteen 
million eight hundred thousand pounds, including 
malt, land tax, &c., and the last year's expenditure 
made up to Midsummer last, amounted to seventeen 
millions; he lamented that one great object of re­
sonrce was entirely overlooked; an economical at­
tention to onr expenditure, and a reduction of onr 
establishments; inRtead of this, with alliances, and 
under circumstances the most favorable to reduction, 
with a neighbouring Dation, who, by a change in 
their government, enjoyed the blessings of freedom, 
more inclined to he our friends than our enemies, 
'and at a time of apparently perfect security. we 
were, year after year, encrea.sing our establishments. 
As to the taxe.~ proposed" the right honorable gen­
tleman's situation was at present so difficnlt, that it 
was almost unjustifiable to oppose any taxes; but 
be really wished that before the right honorable 
gentleman thought of taking the 600,0001. from the 
bank. he would consult the Bank Directors ou that 
subject, because be {eared the meddling with any 
money issued to pay the public creditor, would 
affect the public credit. With regard to the c0m­

parison made by the honorable gentleman who spoke 
last, between the public and the bank, and a private 
individual and his banker, the honorable gentleman 
was totally mistaken; a private individual might 
certainly take his money {rom his banker's, and the 
I'ea.,.m why he might do 80 was, becanse the money 
vas his. own; but the IDoDey in the baok was, in 
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fact; the property of the publicI creditor, and no 
'~ther had a right to meddle with it. 'Another article 
",hich Mr: Sheridan' thought objectionable as a: far-
~her taxation, was malt. ,,' " " 

" 
" ' 

DBCBMBBB 16. 

WAYS ,AND JlEANS. 
, " no Spuktr ptIt tile I[uution, " Tlud tlle rtport oj tlle committ .. 
6< 1lOIII brought .P:' II tkbotc <1UIUd.! Mr. Pitf 1Ilid. lie did nDt 
vruUnttltldlllat tlure W/J8 tItIy intmtion to olD'" to tlle report bang 
~ht .p. ad tile f'tII){lIIion1 retUl II IUOIUl time: lie Aopd. tller .. 
~ no gmtlemm& wuld tIIt.n diritk tlle 1Imut., H •• uU8tljllmlly 
dttltJred. ira .......,.,. to Mr. FD.1C. tllat lie IIIltI. not o/deet.d to going 
irato Ille tlUcuaiora,lIIIIlltIking IIu ...... oj llu 1wuM. 'H."""II1iI~ 
'" to do. iratlud, if ""1 gmtltllllJll eIuIM to combat fIIIg I/JfII oj eM 
¥uollllioru, IN IuuI it not ira Aia plllDtf' to FtfltIIt it., ' " • 

Mr. SHERIDAN remarked; that it was very kind 
in the right honorablegentleinari to BuRet them to 
do t~eir duty;, hut, if the ,right honorable gentleman 
'consIdered the matter rIghtly, he would see,that 
proceeding then in the very first instance to oppose 
,the intended tax on malt was acting handsomely by 
bim; becaulle if it should appear that many gentle .. 
men were agailist it,' the lIooner' it was known' the 
more time the right honorable gentleman would have 

, to look for and provide a substitute for ,the tax'on 
malt. Mr. Sheridan added, that there was always 
8O!Dethi~g alarmi~g' and suspic,io'us' in the rapidity 
'WIth whICh the rIght honorable gentleman endea­
vored to hurry his tax bills through the honse, year 
after year; he ever would oppose that rapidity, and 
in the present case, he would certainly meet it with, 
bisnegative; The argument respectmg the tax lay: 
'in a nut-shell., It was plain, as the public brewery 
,(those who brewed for sale) were' not to be afFected, 
:the wbole weight and operation of the intended tax 
'Would fall upon the prlvute brewery', and thereby' , 
'IIery deeply attack and distress the poorer order of, 
ibe people. ' So much wonld thi, be Hlt,tha,t'il,very 

VOL. 11. Y 
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.connty -i~ 'the kingdom, Ja., was, penuaded. we ... 
> tilll8 allowed; woald petihon the heUIe, and inltrtlct 
their representative. ,to oppose ~ .An bon(ll'able reo­
tieman who IIpOke early (Mr. DnQCOmbe). by the 
latter part of his speech. seemed to tbink that the 
lovers Of beer aU lived in Yorkshire. 'rhe honor­
able gentleman was misUken. many of them. Mr. 
Sheridan said, were to be foond at titaft'ord, and he 
believed they were distriboted with tolerable equality 
throughout the country. He should. therefore, think 
i~ his duty to oppote the resolution. ' 

" 

'1M.."., ... ~"P' """ lite rta1IIIt • .,.,.e mul. fint 
'fhM, ail tlplJtd ,.: I IlION 111m mula ltetWUl ,_. tmd tI r-
lift ,., .,.. I4IcA • Wlw Mr. HtdIeII _ to lite ~ ..... ~tIw_"""'" . 
. Mr. P~ MIjtdd to iI. "'"' deoiretl ,. __ fI1IIdkr Mr. 
Pitl.....,., to FDJINI" 6ill III MIt;" w.,tr ittJtwt% fAa_ 

~. Pill .. a luI...,.m.iaIy. H.~ IMI "-UN .Ii: 6" ,"'" lite adtliIitJul tIIII .. ..I, "-ld _. M _ .. ;u 
upu:ted ".odM. -uJ lie .".,-ul: ad, tkriftlrt. H __ llud it 
rIiDwI4 _ III _ III £80,000 '" tzdtqrter biJU ftnJd lie paid Djf. 
..... 1M _; I 1I...u,. p/II« itt """'" """ !/1tII'L ; . . - . ,', 

.llr. Sheridan remarked. that howevel' Uivial the 
,intended additiOJl miPt PI'Ol'e, it.m1U& alway •. Le 
pn~ that a num6er of trifting augmeutaJionlJ 
aggregatdYlWelIed to a grOlllJ encreue and an iD­
tolerable oppreasieu.. They had gone 10 far already, 
&hat, another tmalJ matter of addition would tum 
the scale ~ and, therefore, the attempt to make anT 
additioa ODg~ to" reIIisted. With regard to tDe 
4uratioa of tlM: ac4 he repeatd lIis aueatiOD of tile 
~g day. thai tbe right houorable g8lltJeman 
Cleceived h.iniIIeij' i. imagining the taxes wouId. be' 
&eJnporary onlJ;-once JlII''M'd, they mlllli be ~ 
inaeen" . .The ri~ hoDorable gentJelDall. wOuld 
iad _ cenld BOt dQ without them. The 1Uhject, of 
elJ!ll'lle, ought tp be treated with p:at gravity, and 
IIUIst deliberate attention. 1£ the Dew taxea aet.ally 
tAJraed o~ IIUJre prodoetive diu trail expected, they 
eo§Ilcl Wll. flQlP experieaee, wW woold he ..... _ 
• , ,I 
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dnct of the right honorable gentleman; what he. ' 
had done already,-there 'wasreason to exp!!ct bel., 
might do IlgailJ , -make. mOBt .daogero~ 116e of the' 

, 8U,~pJ.08, an~ be go~ty of !be most b~am~ble ap~ro-' 
pnatloil of It, by expending tbe money III effecting 
the purposes of a dissolution of parhlllPent. 9rbr 
encreasing,ony pea~ establi~h~ents. , ~ns,tead, there­
fort!, of 'lie bIll' .bemg preCIpitated WIth tbe sham&> 
M rapidity->which had characterised all the right 
honorable gentleman'. measure,. of importance, that 
'bouse ooght to. examine the' state' of our finances, 
.. n4 compare o~ractoal receipt )With our.actoal e~­
rendit9r~ i~hey)vou!d ',tbeb' ~,,~ ·'thafi.1bll' IlLt~r 
greatly exce~d the former; and they would see, 
likewise, that the .malt tall. had fallen ~hort consi­
derably fO(thil)ast ye)!.r, • which 'waiihif ~i'ongll~ 
proof of the' impo1i~y' of loading' the 'ar~kle witb .Im 
additional duty. Mr. S:beridaia tlielJ read a papeT frou'­
the table, exemplifying his statement; according W 
which, taking' the malt Iind,land taxat2,600,OOOt.; 
he made theell.penditure e)tceed the iQcomj,' i\bov~ 
a million; Ilnd he asserted that Mr. Pil~ baa ~aken 
advantage of all tbe nllW taxes,' to the amount;: of 
more tban half a milliolJ, siJl(:e tbe year .1786. 
• M~. St«le -*<l. u..:, Mr~ SMridQWI Aillorg fJj~.;.p.,eJ 
Iiafe 1,00, _ tn'MIIiJMIf,.",. ~ g q,d;, , 

lit'. Sheridan declared,tbat he Could not sit si­
lent under ~~ charge of Itaoving attempted to d&iceiv8 
the .bouse; sod, tberefore, he referred to the ~ 
.r 1786 itself, atld cited the 9-l"tkles ef public income 
(rom cbatdocnm!lnt, challenging a contradiction; 
ud saying, be 8h~uld be sury,. to ·have Mr. Steel~ 
ray tbe proffered penalty of his pled~e (never open­
Ing bis lips aguin), thongb he certamly weuld find 
~at lie must 40 it, if tbe honse should insist ' on 
it, when the day of trisl sbOllld arri'l'e. Mr. Sheri:. 
data added, that Bearly 400,0001. 'had beeB raised bi 
tax.., since the report of 1786 'WBl-lIIade. . 

·!l~ ""- tlm4ul; GJI. 118: _ 46. • 

1:;1 
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DeCRMB .. ,l. 

ADDITIONAL DUTY ON HA.LT BILL. 

,.,', TIre ~ "!I tTle tltzg Mricg ~ rtad JtIf' tTle '....,.4 f'tIIl/h,6 oj 
t~. bill/tIf' ",~ ... addiliDMl tlut, ... rnsJt :-11 __ 4 "tfrlll 

''file bill", _ ri4d /I '"""" time. ' 
, . 

. : M~. SHERIDAN declared that, in ~ia: opinion, 
.,tbe nght bonorablegentleman (Mr. Pitt) had not 

offered one argument of .ufficient weight to refnte the 
'lDany atro~gobjectiODB which bad been 10 forcibly 
'urO'ed by dlfferen!.gentleman that day. An honor­
abfe gentleman, (Mr. Drake) had .poken 'Ver! feel­
ingly, and painted scene. wbich had convinced him, 
iIlat the poorest people in the kingdom, were thote 
~who stOOd most ill need of friend. in that hoUJe. 
'O( the truth of that 18Dtimeot, Mr. Sheridan said, he 
'had long' been' convinced, and he should be ex,­
tremely happy to see the fact revened. The ho­

'norahle gentleman, hewever, had recommended 'it 
:to the-Chancellor of the Exchequer, to give up the 
additional to OB malt, lest, that among the poor 
':orders of the people, the downfall of the mini.8ter 
.bould become a prevalent tout. A. tbe people in 
the connty, the cbief town of wbich he baa the 
hODor to represent, would be nrr materially 

. affected by the to; Mr. Sheridan said, he had little 
"doubt, if the right bon. gentleman persiated in obsti­
nately adhering to it, that toast was most likely to be 
,adopted aad recorded on the pottery « MJo., Wedg­
,wood. The honorable gentleman, he obtened, JuId 
said" the to Willi to be bnt temporary ;-batmalt 
,was tbe 'Very wont article thM oooid have beea 
,mOIleD for a temporary tax, since the malt doty bad, 
,witmn the last two or three years, fallen comider­
ably .bort, of ita produce. Formerly it rai.ed 
'00,000l. whereas by the different oppnwione im;. 
~d of late yean, through the medinm of addi­
tional duties, the &om prOduced, bad, by degreet\, . 
IOnk. year after year. At ,to the connection b0-

o ' • 
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tween the taxes and the 'sobject of the' convention, 
the, right, ~ono.rable gentlt;m,all .mustp~~,it hiJp.. to 
say, that when they were laying fresh burdens on 

,the 'people .. !theYj' on 'that· Side of, theboDse, ,lwho 
~ad all along argued against the 'canse and thtf eOIi­
sequences of the message to parliament,'lastsession'; 
' ...... who had contended tbat ,what had happened, . did 
'not'4all for. so high toned a,language QS had beeD 
'ilsed-that the subject of thequaml did not justify 
-the e:i:penses, and prepaTationswhich had been gone 
jnto 'and got. illt readiness i 'and tbat' the ,convention 
'was the worst convention ever mader they could not 
Ibe expected to' admit the taxes proposed were to be 

"l'eceived;implicitlYI and alll?bjectio,n'llmothered 'on 
'account ef that measure, whIch havmg taken fJlace, 
.Tendered new taxes. iudispensabIY'necessary." \Vith 
.l'egal'd.to 'a tax ou dogs, proposed by an lionorable 
-geutlemanlbebindbim,~ (Mr. Coke)'al,though' ,what 
,had, fallen' from . thatgentlemanldtd· credlt'i,to 
·hi., disinterestedness, Mr • Sheridan 'said, be. was 
-persuaded soch a ta,x was Dot practicable r but there 
'were, he had no doubt, ()ther"taxes, ·to ; be found, 
,which would prove less liable to objection; and,- at 
the same time, would raise the defioiencywhicla 
giving np the malt tax would occasion. For that, 
and the various objections which bad been stated 
by different gentlemen,' he really wished the right 
hon. gentleinall would consent to forego the addition 
to the malt tax; and as he was thoroughly r:rsua4ed, 
,tha~ when it was properly considered, it would' be 
. 'seen in the light in which he had placed it,as • taX 
'likely to be attended with many bad consequences, 
tIe had designed to submit a motion, .. That the bill 
'be read that day SU; months;" but he would only 
move to amend the motion; by leaving out the word 
"oow," and il!serting tbli' words "Monday, the 7th 
of February:" " • ' .. ,,' " ' 
• • " J ' .t" " _. I,' '"',. , " , ,,' ) 

n.; Aou.o diltitlut-tM "umbmlM'e. that tMtIJIII'tl .. JU1IJ1,,~.rand . 
p.rt of 1M putiMI: tJy .. 126: __ 91: the &ill _ U- reGtl II 
itOIItl Ii.. . . , ' 

\ ".J ,~" )~':J'" ' . 
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M •• etI 21, I'7DL 

]ltd. JLJ::LA.Tl"g TOt1NJlBC:£tTBO DlnD1IINDt. 
, ;" j , 

'_ r.' Mr. SBEJUDAli' contended agt\inet tbe provi.ioD 
ia ~ b~ wbicb.eub'-'dthe Treasury, in ClUe the 
'110m left,in.he .bllulli.of England. .houldbe ..... 
lCIuced below l00,OOOl. to.ue exchequer bm.# .. 
,a Becumy to tile pobliQ creditor. There were va­
,,hoI)8, 1IV0llg Ilrgome!lts apost flU. power.-Coo­
.• titouonally •• il WlN'- a ,dan~eI'OQI' power 7 and .. to 
',the creditor, itiwas, Nrely • badoommlRat.io. ,10 
;tUi>atitole pllper In die room of I)'8cie. By tbe on.. 
poat contract, the public c:rediion were to be paid 
,m .pecie only." Specie ill lodged iu the hand. of &be 
bank for. their: paYUlentJ and tbat .pecie is to be 
.taken oot of tbelr hands, and excheqoer billa plaeed 
in theit -stead~ ,Exchequer bill. nliltht or migle 
not. be good payment. .If the origioal bargain d. 
dared. that f:veu balik, notel mould poi be eo .... 
dered as good payment. it fl'a.s. violent meal1Jl'8 &0 

I force ppoa Utem, t.hat ""weh the original bargain d. 
due4l Wa& Botto be, ufrered. • 
-. :ri. '-uti. rmdtltrtntKl flu tin; a4 tie rtptlrl_ fWtkrttl ."'","*" ... IM~TfwrIdu§. ' , 

~ , " . . . 
A 1'1lIL I., ' 

COBN BE9VLA.TlOl'f BILL. 
1)"- ' . , • " 

.. Mr ... ~BEIUDAN preJenlec( a -petition (rom the 
trades hotue at Glasgow, praying to be beard by 
eounst:l against the cla_ which reaped Scotlaad. 

·1I1i wiahed ,to t,le informed. wt,lether it wu meant 
&0. allBr, the clauses complained of; becaq~ he tJao 
dentood lOCh an iIItimation bad beeD giveo to the 
petitionen by the promolenl of the bill.· If dIOI8 
claims were not altered, he should bave to preeeot 

. a petition agaiDSt them, signed by JDOre thaD twenty 
thOU!J8lld pefllODL .. 
. - -'i'IIIj.dil __ ",tkre4 r.. rtf-- r.1Ma.ailtee_1it Iil4 
IIifj _iJUtnIt:tiIIJa """ 1M "W.,., Ie",.,.., d 
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, ptifuc. CO:HmTrE'£. 

,':Mr. SJlEitrDANobjected tolbe triode' of'a~, .. ' 
'pointing the nnanee,comuiill.ee,as ,putting ,i,J;, ~A 
the power mministers ,toproenre man"of bisowB, 
friends to, decide~ on tbe" troth of bis own: state. ' 
menta. 

'Mr. 'Sitek CMlIeIUl.d tMftIU GppMIIf""'" of t¥ ummift~&I ' 
,'''lIltot .... -/dtetimuJbk;',..,.. .... tlu gr'OIItId rI.md 1tg tilt ~ 
tJbh gtatfI'JIIIIIt:'III'..." __ .... '" Slimy top ill. lilt -I 
wcA __ til Ai tlumgltt proptr. ' 

, ' 

, 'Aplni. e. ,,,. 
,,-. ;", _', . '.,-, 1 ....• ,~., ~ -, -'. 'I " J 

,MR: GREY'S MOTIONS AGAINST ANY INTBBFE., 
; '. ENcE IN !I'DE WAR BE'l'wid:N RUSSU:AN1J, 

"- . ' . " I '.' "\, < .' ,_ ,., \. _'. l. .~\",." 

, TH~ P91\T;E:, ~, ':'; . ".1. -, , '. .' H ~' • 

• On tlU !ilIA of MarcA ,,, ... mgt tDtIi d.r .. er.J tli 1>,*/r_, [rllll'" 
tAe King, BliJtinlJ' tlud tilt eruIeiirJDrB ",/rIeA lIt";'d wed in ctJ1UU1lD.' , 

, I"", wit" hil IlU.ta, to tfftet Il ptlci/iClltio .. betw,"" RusrI4 ""d tlle' 
PorU, AIld been unsrII!l!..ym: /md iAllt tlu "0It"f'ltllU' ./riCA mipt .. 
mVe from tilt further 'f"'Ogre# of tlu WM. hting trig"'!! impurl_ 

'. to "~l~!trut of Hil Mqj.tily, snd 1Ii1 dlliu. tmd t. tllose of EIIrOJIi' 
, in giri*iJ1: lfi. Mqjuty Judg.d U ,..fBiBit.; in orikrt. fldd tlltigltt • 

to /Iii negocitdiot&, to moke _ JurtAer IIIlgwnttJtiDn ... AiH,mirlI' 
force: find lit relitd on the IIlIll tJ1Id ttjfecti&ll rIf Jmrliamml,for tllt­
dtfrl1Jl11l1f of rueA erptfUtB a. migfll b. bacuired by 1110 .. IlddiliMutl' 
pr-eptJrlll...... 'll\e pow .... fl!1Io 7uul mtdlllted'" tAt __ iM of 
RiiclltnbacA. Md t7IlIem!ored ... .ain. .11 tAt condruion oj' tM' 
trrIlty. to ineliru tilt Emprt!81 of RUllllia t,6 ;.- with tAt Pltrttl" 

, on the lam. t.,.,.. 'If the Itatll guo. on iDhicA it Md been dtttr~, 
, mined tAllt Petlce IIuiuld it mild. 6dwtetl tilt Purl., snd Aur;',." 
Tilt /llUlDtr _IftJntl!! rtIIIrIItd bI/ tlu:&rp,..,. to tlat 'JIrtIrirttr."., 
,liciUlimN 'If tht aJliu on tAil f&etJil. wlli, tAat aIu _Id IllimU ofrui . 

. mterjermce between hot' snd tAe 'lhrk.: snd Iftould _It Aer 0_ , 
dilcrttion in ... AIlt ..... ,..lllIed t6 tAllt lnuinell. witfwulllllnralfittg' 

, to tAt dteiIWta t1f tiny p_ tDlult-. ' AlIlrmtd. Mwtlltr;'''' tAt' 
, rtrmgtl& of tht tlll/.d "...,...,. find IIIim10 fill, '" ,tilt ""'" eetmra( 

,; fir"'; ..... III ""U III mttrntll liltudion uf Polsnd. aIu qfftrell to give 
, "1' tJll Aer eonguutlOIl tilt 'ThrkI, uerpting tilt t_ find d~ 
. ciu of Otzllkow) tht COUIltry of tAe OcWkow TarttJrr, Ii/fUlttd betwttn 

tilt 110g tJ1Id tM NritIltr: tht poumItm of"/ricA _Id.' "" tlat .... 
AIlIul, iii " barritr' to tAe tmptiolu of tAt Tart/lJ'l' ilIItf 1/16 trr­

< rit0ia -J RouM: _ 8/1 tire 1ItM. optII '" - fu/tu't ,mol. 
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inttrtIt ill tke _1IdUIU1I Rtliltiamul tke: Ptirte, " Htnii~mi.mr 
into thfena .. /lliitm .... wAida w.rudmitttd t. be wilt /IfIil politiei ' 
we oug/d t. tu/htr< to them: Pnuaio """ our/llly. tmd ought t. iii , 
I1IfJPOf'Itd.' TIlt progrtll of the R .... itm",.".. agllimt ,tke Porte II",.' 
/lltmniIIg.;, Slundd tke JHMff' of tke Port .. b. jmher humbltd by , 
it. tupiring ,riM/ •. P,""';" would itutmltl!l jeel it, mId not Pf'UIo! 
Ilia al.ne. /nit aU Europe-tke p.liticnl '!1st.". of whie" might h •. 
lhakm t. it. ffr'!J fouflllati.... On tke lllher side, it' wa. stated. thai. 
p,."IIiIJ etndd not htmdmrgtrtd 1ry tltl!/progrtllwlliek tke'Rruiiati 
...... cordd IIIakein TwIct!I' ' .. TIlt Empr ... qIf .... d to.:ced.,aU kI:r, 
cotIfutsls brlwem tke Ntist.,. and Danube; and proposed only to,' 
.. tlam tfw .. whiek """ "hult.d bttw_ tAt Ntist.,. imd tke I)qn: 
/nit we irt';'t.4, tTtat tire 'oIuNhl...-mdtr aU her eoJiquuta witW' 
(J'IirIffU _'Ptitm.l!·Ouronl!l ~d oflJlldtT.l; thtrtj ..... 'witll tke 
Em",..... "' .... . fIno. .... fIIillingrua. to reoigra tAt 'trad of -'1! 
/lboot mtlltiolJed: .hieA lIlt/wflgA ill gmeral barren and U1Iproft~ 
table. wa. yet partielllltrig delirable to her. tJ, it euntairted tke toum ' 
of Oczakow. II p/ou of IIHlCA bnporltmce to tke "writy of tke R"': 
_ domi __ L TAt "ddrut' _ etJI'f'Vd 1ry ;Hnlfiority Of only 93. 
AYel228; _135.' .• ;" " ,,' " ,'.,.' 

By'" 1llUlltr0fU" minmity. Mr.Grty wa"flc.waged to _.M' 
tke 12th of April. rigAt rtlOluliUll8. thelllrtzti .. of certam g ..... ·al mo4 
... dmitJble positiUll8. with f'tgord to tAt irtltred of tAu cuuntry in tke' 
prtom1tIlitm oj petzee; tke jtut _. and ~ pretum for war r' 
itJCtB tfatzt htuf appeor.d tlurin{r tAt lIIIItilitiel, Imw.m Rtuaia and ' 
tAt Porte. wkieh did not ...... iTllllltdiattly to in""l .. tke intertsll of 
Greot Britam. or to '''''''''m tm /ltttJck Oft her pDIIt88ioIu. or tho .. Of 
her alliel ItlfId concluding; •• that tke ''''P''''' of tm /IT'fMfI/tfIt tmUt: 
be lIurtketllOmt to tke _ry,tlfId u ,,,,tier tke pre"'" ·eirCU11llf ..... · 
.... "'illf' (J8 the ...... it irtjOrmtd, inuptdimt and ~. ' 

Mr. Sberidan remarked, thataltbougb be had Ie.! 
veral times presented bimself in vain to tbe Speaker'i, 
eye, he' never felt it more unnecessary fo trespasli 011 
the time of tbe bouse, 'tban at· tbat moment ;8ince, 
if ever tbere was 'a' discussion, wbicb bad been 
supported' by the ablest' arguments on' onesidei 
and with flimsy 'delusion opposed to them 00: tbe 
other, tbe cause discussed tbat day had been that 
cause. Not eveiiany argument had been offered 
by 'the honorable ,baronet ( Sir' William Young, 
who spoke last, and' who had traversed over all 
Europe, traced tbe history of' the n~"igation and, 
commerce of Russia, from the earliest period; de-" 
scribed, herbae~frontiersi and all parts of her d~' 
minions; and expatiated with as inuc,h familiaritY.' 
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Hncemingthe'Dnieper aod the Danube, a. if be 
bad been talking of the W orcestershire canal, and 
pictured the empress u a female ColOlliue, 8tanding 
with, 'one foot on. the banks of tbe Black Sea, and 
tbe othel' on the, Hast of the Baltic; yet, in spite 
of this fund of knowledge and ing~nuity, all which 
the bQnorable baronet Hid, did not amount to aD ar­

. gament againlt the motion, which, ill hit mind, w .. 
entitled to the smallest ",eight. From the right 
honorable gentleman 0p)lO~ite to him, (Mr. Dun­
das) who was IOmetbing like a.minister, though 
Dot actually oJlep he npected to Lue heard impor • 

. tant rellSODing ~ but be presumed he bad continued 
dumb, because if he had risen to speak, it might bave 
beea IUSpected. tbat he knew. IOmething. and thn. 
bave broken in upon that impenetrable my.tery, and 
that magoificent silence which was to characterise 
the day, as far u regarded the conduct of those who 
alone cGUld have· afforded the Jtouse iaformatioa. 
wbicb they Lad. right tD espect. Thotle wbo.bad 
{isen to' speak. like the l.ooorable baronet who Lad 
.Just I13t down,. bad professed either that tbey knew 
nothing of the c:aose Of the armament, or had indulged 
in stating wbat they gunsed to ltetbat e81J81!; ,thu. 
the 8um aad aubstance of all the argoments agaiut 
the motion bad beeD profel/ied ignorance on the one 
band. or avowed conjecture on the otber. I(..then, 
tbey were to g'W!III only from conjecture, and to ar­
goe from masima drawn from maptI and book., aa 
tbe last bonorable gentleman .. the o~ .ide had 
dUDe, could tbey possibly arri"e at any 118tiJactory 
knowledge on the IIIbject? Ar~ masima drawD 
from mapa and hooka the C8D88 for which an Eog­
IU;h bouse. of eo_ are to plnnge their COUD\.r.Y 
into a wu, and w&llte the blood and treasure of tbeic 
eoDltitoenta! The r_1tated by dilJ"erent ge .. 
tleme~ IUDODg their r- of dIe·.eanaes of, the 
war,. were DOt .lIlOre different thaD e.traorcliuary. 
One right honorable gentleman had .-iJrned aome­
thing that looked like aa argument, "Jijch might 
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. aC~nnt for tlte' right honorable Chancellor of the 
Exchequer'. silence; He had stated', tbat,i' hi. 
right honorable friend !!aid any thing relative' to· the· 
negoeiation, it . migbt put it outn of the. 'power:'of 
the· Begociating parties to· recede"or'retrac:t,whai 
they had advanced, and thull render a,'Wu unavoid:' 

. able. ' Did, the. 'righL hUllQrablegent1emall',thea 
think it netessar, to·recede and retract any of. the 
blustering' menaces which he bad made to Russia P 
If he did, it ought to be avowed, that aD opportunity 
migh& begiIVIlD fol'! oSuch. retractiou.. But that 
right hOlJol'Bble gentleman~ who: had, talked of the 
·minister'. rededingJ ,had also alluded to one matter 
'88 the cause of the war,. from, the ,barementioR . 'of 
wbich he shnlDk· 'with horroll; he bad binted at toe 
armed neutrality, and at the possibility of this being 
a fit opportunity 'for ,retaliating and reIVenging tbat 
measure. . ,W ~re we then to go to war for so basI; 
a purpOSlll< as. to. giw, vent,ltoH'tbe ,hatred 'llina 
burniogresentmenfl whicb ,had been Howed to ba •• 
rankled inour.bOloms for so many 'years ? He hoped 
Got;. The ladle ti$'ht .honorable '.' gentleman hall 
talked of ,tbe partibon of ; Poland. ,Were they to 
Hsenttbat eyent at ,thi. Cl'ilis:~ If 80;· it ought to' be 
avowed. But he would not believe thatany oftbes. 
COllW be the cause 'of the ·war •. He would·' tathe'r .urn ,te the noble lord, who. bad; .iD ,bis opinion, 
acted in a more open and !manly' way, and, rested 
the argoment on itlltrne gronlld. . Tbe noble lord 
had expresslyavowed.that be gave his cOnsehtOB 
the ground of implicit confidence in the ministe'; 
and had even. gone so fal' as to, declare, that, he 
should comidel"';it a. criminal in ;the mimster, if he 
gave the bouse any information ,; whateIVer. on the 
IUbject. The ground 'Of ClOnfidence bad shifted 
materially since its first introduction tbree'yeaTS ago. 
·They had then heard 'Of rational eonfiden.ce';' 'Stnce 
that a greater degree of confidence had been talked' 
ei; and now the noble.Iord had av&wed that hep .... 
the minister implicic . confidence. . Had tbey.not 
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better at once appoint tbe right' honorable' gentle­
man dictator, and give him the power of making 
war and peace jnst" he tbought proper? The 
noble lord, who had, on a former OCca8lon, shewD 
himself very much attached to the ancient Greekllj 
had, appeared 'not . t~ be 80 much attached to 
the 'modem Greeks, 'and had' said, II See what a 
faitbless set of people these modem Greek. are!" 
In ,wbat, Mr.' Sheridan asked, did their tr('llL 
chery coOlist? ....... He knew of n«, luch treachery ; 
and be owned' that he .hoold ratber have es. 
pected that the noble lord, with a classical indipao. 
tion, would have lamented that the descendantl of 
Dem08thenes shoold not be oratorl •• tatelmen,' and 
IOldierl, bnt an nnfortunate race of men, kept only 
m pamper .thefalse taste and degraded appetite. of 
the. Ottoman court., So mnchont of" humour had 
the noble lord proved himself to be witll the modem 
Greekfl; that he bad heen betrayed into a perfidy of 
quotatido, and had quoted a LatiD .line, m hi' l1li'­
prize, Mr. Sheridan laid. wheD he bad expected a 
line of H~er from him at Ieaat •. ,With re~ard to 
what had, been obsetved of that boose iilvadlDg the 
prerogative of tile! crOWD, if 'they .interfered with 
negociatioDl, he w.., for one, alway" ready to con­
f-, that the just prerogatives of the crown should 
be kept sacred; bnt- those were no friend. to tbe 
prerogative. who .honld advise the exercille of it in 
the extreme; and endanger its proving obnoxioul to 
that hollfle,. Tbe best government nuder the prae':' 
tice of our constitution ConsilIted in a wille blending 
and, co-operation ,of the executive and legislative 
branches of it. The king' certainly might, if he &!:;" make what treaties he thought proper, an4 

them from the knowledge of parliament, if he 
was 10 advised by bis ministerl; he might also make 
war and peace. and in doing that,. confideoe. waa 

. reposed in those on whose .houlders, as a counter:' 
poise, respoDflibiJity Jay. 'Bot the moment they came 
to that houe lor IUpporl and ....utaoce. coutideDCe 
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wasat an end, and the hour of inquiry and control wwl 
arrived. Yet, what he wishlld to contend forwa8,tha~ 
ancient, constitutional, and most useful function of '" 
British house of commpns, their capacity of advising 
the crown, and of being enabled, .. by. a due aJl'" 
plication and .exerCise of their preventive wisdom 
to .ave the c0!1ntry from that e;a:pense:and calamity! 
intowbich they.migbt otherwise be plunged, eithe. 
by the terror of ministers, their' imprndence,·. thei' 
neglect, or their corruption •.. If the house of com" 
mons was to be deprived of that important :func. 
tion, .and was never suffered to exercise their.pre. 
ventive wisdom,.: their chief. use, asa deliberative 
assembly, would he.lost to the publici.and the whole: 
powers ofthat house.would be reduced .to two drY' 
points-the power of ~e purse,' and . the powerlof 
lmpeachment.1 Thus, illlltead of consulting ,them:a. 
advisers ofthe· crown,· they :w.oul.,. be feduced to the 
miserable conditio~ of acting upon public'measures 
in the last fatal instance,!that ilfJoading' their·cpn .. 
stituents with. the ;expense ofthem, ~hen i it· migh' 
afterwards tUfD out that they were measures not,611 
to have been pUfsued;and in that. case, all.tba' 
would be left for. them to do, would be to prosecute 
ministers.· If the purpose of a mesllllge., fllomthe 
erown should be at any .time to ·tell them that the 
enemy was at their doors, and .thereforesuppliei 
must be granted, he .certainly should fi rst ask,., 001 

whose account .they: were.called' upou,·and how i' 
happened that they had not before been apprized of 
the publie.dangerjI. But he should grant the 6upplia. 
on account of the necessity 'and exigency of the case., 
The honorable gentlemau opposite to him· had wOIl-j 

dered.that they should speak of the proceedin~. in, 
that manller as a.. novelty, and remarked, that they! 
were totally ignorant of parliamentary constitution, 
if they did.not know,that it had been the practiseo£ 
min~ters, in similar oases"to IlIIk for support,. anlh ' 
give no explanation at the time. . Ignorant,: indeed;, 
lie confessed the1 must, be~ if the. case w~· 80; ·yetl 
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he could not but imagine that tbe honorable gentle-
1DeD wbo were 80 ready to give their confidence 
blindlY' and implicitly, were themseiYfJA 10 coati­
dent, that tbey l'8otured to quote precedenu; witb­vu' ever having given themselves the trouble to 
look and see whether they would support their ... 
gument. It 80 happened, that an the preceden .. 
flom the year J 700 downward., were agaiol4 them, 
aod in favor of what he had jOlt coolended for. 
10 the<'38e of the war of 1700, there had breoa 
clesire of preserving the baJanceof power in EGo' 
rope, aod Kiog William had applied to the h011Ml . 
QIl the occasioo. Mr. Sheridan read 170m tbe joa,., 
Dall a message from Kiog William, and the ad. 
clreM of the honse ill aD!Iwer, In the ooe, the King 
utes the purpG18 of his application. aod ean. for 
the Mrice of his eommoDl; ancl in the other, the 
hoUll8 tells Hi. Majelty tbat tbey will give him their 
adYice,u BOOIlIIII they are fully ·informed OD the 
S1Ihjec:t J and desire that all the treatietI entered into 
by Hillfajesty may be hWi before thea, that they 
may be able to oWer him their mature advice. it 
lll'peared from hence, that Kiog WiUiam, ia ~ _,ace which .be had read, did not tbiok it be. 
_til mm to uk adYice of the boule of-.. 
tROna, and &bey W beard wbat the langaqe of the 
IaoIllM bad beea in ftltDra. As abe Iwoenble g_ 
demea Ul the other tritIe might aot like a ~ 
• .., the rtn'elutioo, he woold tora tollJlOther at 
a IDIIft race .. period, tlIat al J 734. So r .. from the 
mioi"*",,, of tbat day calliog for.tDe con6deoce ef 
puij • ...,.." ihe Kiog pheed • eoafidence in In. Cm ... t,. .nd pot tlie· .. hole _i_ intotbeir 

• Ma:. Sheridaa declarecl. that lie teGUld no& 
bat weDder that the JM.se here with ".u- the 
ClIIIIt of .apowibility ... hidJ wu .,.....wei .. diem 
by all who _leaded wClOldideaee. They were per­
petuallyaayiag. giYe minilten iIBpliOt eoofuIeace f 
r-, GOt they. the l'eIIpOIYibildly? .. if they. ___ 
dra:d lelf" pbility as a perqnieite 01 CJIIiee, rather 
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than tbeperil of their Biluation. ' If. they felt tbecUe 
properly, !.hey 'Would shrink from, the, bare .mentioR 
Gf nspensibility,instead ·of ,being eternally talking 
of it, and which convinced him that tbeyeoDsidered 
,:%:sibilityas a protection, and 81 8notherwordfot 
i nily. The other eveaing. wbea the unclaimecl 
divideodit. were unde. eiscll8llion, a declaration bad 
been made by-oBe of , ... Banlti Directorsj,:which 
appeared· to him at tbe time te be mosli e:i1traordi~ 
nary. In' IUbmitting'·tbat mueh,mightIJe·lostto 
the bank by forgeries, "IDe 'of the directol'll bad obJ. 
_"ed, that their . .eUBtom was to let the persoDlI'1'e. 
Ruting forged bjIJlJ fM payment have tbemoney. 
IUl4l DOt prevent the bOm.iBsiOB'of the crime-; 1Je,.. 
eaWi8 BnlesiJ the felony 'Wall ,suffered to, tJe· eom~ 
pletecl, they could not p~ andlllake 'aR ex:' 
ample. Mr. Sheridan .. _eel on 'he 'absnrdityof 
,Ilia practice, and eompared it with that of letting a 
minister, I.y, nnwilJe mllllllUl"etl,'plong'8 the'OOIlntry 
~toa deptllof calamity, fHmwhieh it, eould bot be 
easily-extricated, merely en the idea that sueha mi. 
nister might be made an exampleo 'ofBfterward,~ 
What would they think, if those 'Who< opposed the 
rigbt hooorabill genUemaa opposite to him;S8w him 
hWTyiag on the eeontry to< min; and, indead gf reo· 
siaiag bY, destl1letive 1D_re~ were.m l18.y.'- Stop 
awhile.' 'We are awaN that mini&tel'll"are getting 
m.o. a ioe eerape. anc} tben we fIhall have the lati~ 
factiQBof makiog an oenmple of them." 1n hotti 
-s" pre¥e&tion, he blaintamell, _Id t,e:prere~ 
altleu. pouishment; and if the bank forewent, 'the 
Iaope .of .amking _ example, Btld, prevellted this 
felon, from being .completed, they -'d' do much 
beiter, and Rve tbeil' moDe)'; and) in like _eri 
opposition. did their· duty best, in eadeavoring -to 
N6Cue thew COUDVy from ruin, ed .tteir cOMtitnentS 
from aulll!o by checkittg a minister'. etlreer i. timet 
Wid. regard to the moti~ of the ,war, Mr. !Sherio 
Clan remarked, that he did not think them of great 
_pol1allCle, but the gtWIldiJ .,. it _ediG bitJ 
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to.be so elttravagantlyridiculoul, that he could not 
convey his sense ofthe arrogance of our interfering, 
better than by supposing that Russia had treated n. 
10 at the end ufthe llilt war, and letting the hoUle 
feel it as their own case. Suppose, when we were 
making the peace, $be bad inSIsted on our giving up 
Negapatam. in the East-Indies, &0 the Dutcb ;-elt­
travagant as this might appear, it was not more 10 ' 
tban our insisting 011 her re.toring Oczakow to the 
Porte. Imagine, then. that she bad made a point of 
our resigning Negapatam til the Dutch, meaning 
on her part to give It to Denmark, or lOme other of 
her allies. What should we have nid to wch· • 
demand 11 The answer would have been, what has 
RullSia to do with our pouessiODl in the Elilt-Indies!! 
We should have r~lled the demand, and treated it 
with ,contempt. Suppose, in that case, the Em­
press had sent a fleet down the channel, aud burnt 
Hull, in its way to Loudon, where, on her arrival, 
she was determined to enforce her negociation., by 
acting as an armed mediator; should not we have 
thought that RWlllia, acted moK arrogantly, and 
most unwarrantably; and yet, her conduct in that 
ease would not be more extraordinary tban OUff in 
the present instance. Mr. Sheridan added, that h. 
shrewdly I1ISpected we were Jed on by onr al­
lies; and that the real c:anae of the war was a Pms­
sian object in Poland. Suppose, however, that w. 
weot on with the war, and that ill the end, tbe 
Em~ror obtained what be wanted in Moldavia and 
Wa chia; the Empre8f what .he wanted i. 
Turkey; and PruIsi .. Thorn and Dantzic; in tbat 
ease, he woold veoture to predict, that the lot of 
England wuuld be to pay the piper. 8Ild that the 
upenae which we might iaeur would be all that 
wOuld fall to our.hare. Mr. Sheridan IIOW ad­
verting to the Chauc:ellor of the Esdlequer. ar­
nigaed his conduct, and declaced that he Ihould 
_Ill he afraid to go through his whole poli­
t,ical' life, . and would undertake to prove, that 
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!post ·of ,his Measures'; had been>pregoll.nt witli' 
_ misehief to the conntl'Y" ' In' the moment of bring-' 

iog forward eachJ'lthe ,right hdnorable gentlemanj 
had said, to 'the ,house; ., Give us your confidence ;. 
we are responsible 1" ,Confidence"might, not, Mr., 
Sheridan said, be always welhlpplied.' He asked,. 

I whether the right honorable gentleman,pecollected, 
,he,very:different prospects"which we had 'been' 
taught to turn OUF eyes to in' ,this year? Did he 1'e-', 
collect that thiliwas the 'promised miIlenium! that 
halcyon yeaT, in 'thespning'of which we 'were ,to 
taste the sweets and blossoms it was to produce? 
Did the right honorable gentleman reHect, that het 
bad told them'that they, should' not only have their' 
incioine c.equal to thei .. expenditure, but a clear mil:. 
lion a year: surplnsto pay towards the, diminution of 
the national debt"and a permanent peac~ establish. 
nrenl?' Mr. Shendan:contrasted thIS wlth,the'ae­
tmll' state of the moment, the immediate ]»'ospe'ct of 
ariother war,. and the certainty of additioBal taxes. 
The 'people, heohserved, would not beRT the intoler­
able hurdensunder which they must then groan; 
unlelis the' right honorablegentieman came fairly 
farwal'd, and a!l8igned a satisfactory' grouncJ for 
going to war. ,There was not one gentleman· in'the 
house who reany saw'. motive .for it which he could 
reconcile to 'Bny reasonable idea. With regard to 
Clonfidence, he declared that he should not give his 
confidence to ministers to treat with foreign eonrts, 
unless the' first department of office, in which all our 
foreign negociations, lay; were. rescued from the 
hands of a person who, to 'an overcharged conceit 
of hiBownabilitie§, Bdded the rashness which always 
Dlust Bttelld illexperienee, and placed in the handfi 
:of a man familiar ,with foreign courts, and possessed 
of dexterity and simplicity sufficient to enable him 
to discharge the, duties of the office with skilllUid 
witb .succesi' ,By dexterity, he said, hCl did nol 
. mean that .l)uDliing 'which anbther person mislook 
for '':raft, Ilud that craft for wiJdom;1 he meanl 
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ass [APRIL It, 
-dexterity to discover and ward off' the devices and. 
intrigues of foreign ministers, and others; and sim­
plicity to follow the &trait-fotward ,path of opel! 
man)jn~ .. and plain dealing' himself. 'He declared 
that he wonld leave it to the house to make tbe ap-

. plication of tbis contrast, bnt uhleSI a 'department 
of 110· much importance, considering the present 
lrituationof foreign conrts, were· placed in loch 
hands, it 'WIlB impOllSible for him to give'eonfidence 
ahoch a time to ministers; nor had tbey, in fact, 
any right to expect it from bim, who had nniforml,­
and openly resisted the rigbt honorable gentleman I 
measures. 
. Mr. Sheridan next turned his attention to the eon­
doct of the right bonorable gentleman opposite bim, 
respectiug Holland in 1787, for which praise bad, 
UD all bands, been eandidly allowed him. He de­
elared tbat if tbe qoestion was put to him, and be 
wu asked if, as a .iogle measure, he rejoiced at it i' 
he should, without hesitation, answer, that he did 
Dot; because he never could rejoice at _in~ the 
'&tock of liberty diminisbed; -anti. by our mter. 
ference, that noble republic wu again reduced to 
the miserable &tate of vassalage oDder wbich me , 
had 80 long groaned; but, when he considered tbai 
it was probable at the time tbai Holland wooJd 
have become a province to France (thongh IlUhIe­
'1uent events had since proved that it could not have 
been the colUleqoence), he W88 ready to join in com­
mending the conduct of the right honorable gentle­
man on that oceasion. Bnt if it were true, that the 
recovering our connection with Holland was nothing' 
more than a part of a system, and that the Cortr_ 
of Oczaknow were to be traced from the canal at 
Amsterdam, he should reprobate it in the Itrooget& 
terml; he would fairly declare. howeyer, that he 
did not helieye that the right IlOnorable ptlemao 
had entertained an idea of any such &yltem at the 
time. He supected that the right hooorable gen­
tleman'. m_ had earried him much farther 



"than, he bad ever ,intepded ,to go j an~ ~~., 
_ten~ ,of, ~ts baving . been ~, part of a. pre ~~~ 
,system, ,was nothing ,!p,ore, than;a~lyo!- ~·iOr 
.,the ,purpose of, :covering, theextraordinar ~u4i 
.fJf ~4e rigbt hOll9rable ,geJ;l.t!eman. .il1:f.:S, 'aJl 

,here-desc"nted oq ,the ~hance of our , next J' ,­
"iIlLVing fresh pr!lSS warrants. issued, and being ~alle!l 
. ~pon to, arm" .in ~onsequence ofou," having formejl 
an alliance ,between Poland and Prussia. ,ae. went 
.through ~ ~ummaryof what,had passed in the di ..... 
,'erent courts, of Stockholm ~d Madrid, during t/le. ' 
:administration of, Mr., Pitt, . a~d imputed blame.to 
him on .the ,evellts of ea«h. He also ,said..'that 
.iLmong evil. consequences of the pemicioussyst6Ul 

, arising oU,t.of th~ treaty ~th PrWlsia, ~ it had, falitelled 
;oq us a concern, with the &lrJDanic l~gue.1lnd that 
;we should be l!lgged~, 'as',pa,tties, \0, the measur~. 
He ~ec;laime~ agaJnst ,the ;system,and said, let ~s 
"all It any tbmg but a system of peace; let us say it 
is a system of all\bition, of vain glory, to see the 
offspring of tbe immortal Cbatham, intriguing jn all 
t~e courts of Europe, and setting himself up as the 
great posture'maste .. of the balance of power, as 
possessing an exclusive ,right to be the umpire of 
all, and to weigh out, . .in patent scales of his own, 
the quantity of dominion that each pbwer shall pos­

·.&6ss. Was not the right honorable gentleman ,esta­
blishing a principle which would make it the inte­
-I"~ of all India to act' agaiDstus i' Was he not at­
.tempting to .stand forward as such' a peace maker, 
,as the peace of al1Europe would make it necessary 
to exterminate P -Mr., ShelTidan' mentioned the con­
.duct of ,l\Ir •. Elliot in Sweden, and having ,stated' 
..what had passed there, be referred the house to ihe 
speecbes of His Majesty,· which had..!lU told thelD> 
that our court had continued to receive the strongest 
assul'llIlces from foreign powers, that there was ne 
danger of our. tranqujJlity being likely to· be dis­
turbed; and he desired them to compare,what :had 
Ilappened from time to time. Wit"- regiuu to &ha. 

z2 ' 
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rel'OlutioD in Frat/ce,' 'he did Dot mean to go into 
,the discussion of that subject; his opinion upon it re­
mained filSed, and would continue the same; but 
tb~e was one point wbich all mankind agreed in 

'rejoicing at, as, a consequence of tbe French revo-, 
·lution; and this 'was, tbatshe could no longer go 
'about intriguing, and setting the fest of the court. 
of ~urope at enmity witb each other. Were we, 

, he asked, willing to take tip the little, busy, tat­
tling spirit of intrigue, that worst part of the cha­
rac~er of "France,. and run about producing fresh 
wars and fresh dllitnrbances. He had not thought 

,that any thing couJdhave induced him to lament 
'the loss of French cnmity; but if snch was to be 
,tbe case, he should do so most seriously. Be bad 
hoped that what had happened in France would 
h;we served as a useful lesson, and that we should 
hlWe had leisure to have improved by ,studying it. 

The IImue dioitUd OIl tlte prttMru guution : t11ItI. 77urt Mr. 
Grey. motion be_ put, 172: __ 2S2: fJUljl1rityjlll" tlteprmou. 
fllUlion, 80. • • 

APIIIL 21. 

QUEBEC lULL. 

n. .".tIer 'If ,lie day fill" tlte rHOrlllltiirnml ttl tAu MIl ~ 
6<a Wtd, 

Mr. SJu:am..ur observed, that as, on the pre­
llent oerasion, the number of members within the 
house was far from being.considerAble, he trusted, 
that if the rigbt honorable gentleman absolutely 
wished that the principlllll and regUlations of the biIJ 
might become the subject of examination and dis­
enssion, he would postpone its consideration until a, 
future and more convenient day. Indeed, the cir­
cumstance of bis having fixed upon this day, im­
mediately before the holidays, when the attendance 
of the bow.e was unnsually thin, for the re-commit­
·ment of the biB, had induced several me~ to 
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believe that it was not his !ferioos intention of bring~ 
ing it on; and they ltadin consequence absented 
themJlelves, though they would otherwise willingly 
have been present., ~~ere was another reason why 
the consideration of the' bill sbould be put off. The 
right- honorable, gentleman had, 'jndeedilaid~iD­
formation upon the table, but he had not moved> 
that jt should be printed ;. and :certainly, if, he -had 
intended that this information should have' beell\ 
perused, and considered ,by the members, he 'ollght' 
to ha:ve made the motion: Mr. ,Sheridan conceive~ 

-that It should now beprmted, and theEllster holI-
days would afford members an opportunity of'tak-' 
ing, ,it into consideration, so. tbat they, might bEl' 
better prepared to state their ()piniQns" TherEl waS. ' 
still another reason why he considered a,elay as ne-; 
cessary, not only ,to the house, but to'the right ho-, 
norable gentleman. .It was not, till lately, he un~ , 
dersto!>d" that thEl very persons had not been con­
sulted in this butiiness who were most interested, and 
best qilalified to give -information.:. It was certainly, 
requisite, in forming any new system, of, govern­
ment, , til obtain, the most perfect .acquaintance with 
all the particulars of the situation of those who were 
to be governed, as well as to pay the utmost atten"': 
tion to their opinions with regard to ,the nature, of 
the. regulations which, ought to 'be adopted. ' '.It 
might appear proper to consult those who were to be 
governed, beforehand, as it was certainly, desirable 
that every {overnment should meet the wishes of its 
IUbjects. t was politic" as people were most seD~' 
sible of their own ,wants, as they might be supe<Jsed 
to be, acq~ainted.with the causes from which they 
rose, and qualified to point out the means of reme­
dying them. By some strange neglect, however, 
the right honorable gentleman had not communi­
cated on the subject with those very peoI;,'le' from 
whom he was most likely to have received mforma-
tion and advice. ' 
~ TIN -it.-t IINIUtfi-.ed.~ tIu 6111 May. 
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MAY 18. 

" WAYS AND JrlEANS • 

.. Pill UoiIr,r rtatd tile IIrlieIu ttJ upmdillft, IItJIl ttJ ""'!II 
IIIId "'!"'" ttJ #/Ie 1/fIII:, 

Mr. SBER~DAN objected, on general gronnds, to 
th~ right honorable gentleman's (Mr. Pitt) state­
ment, but he $dmittea that the day W81 at last ar~ 
rived when he could agree with the right honorable 
gentleman, that the report of the committee 01' 
finance was 311 fair a report al Conld be expected. 
'There were, Mr. Sheridan said, certain omiasionlJ 
on both sides of the account, which wonld not have' 
happelled had he had tbe hononr of being a membd 
of the commitke, a~d to which he objected 1 bot art 
he meant to name the tim ncant day for discussing' 
it, it was nof his intention to go into it then; be' 
wonld barely remark tbal tbe report coincided wit'-' 
every word he had ever troubled tbe honse with uri 
the 8nbject. The committee had stated their repore 
.... ith great candonr and great accnracy, and tbe re­
snIt, Mr. Sheridan Baid, was, that it was mdent 
BiB Majesty'. ministetw bad, lrioce the year 1786, 
gone on with such enn-easing prodigality, that the 
Dew report, so far from confirming what the report 
oftbe committee of 1786 gave tbe bouse to expect. 
"iz. that tbey would be that day yoting t'!e perma-' 
nent peace eBtabliBbment 88 they stated it, stated, 
~at in 1791 they were actually caUed 00 to vote balf 
a million more, which, with the increase of the 
casual el\pe~ made a difTenmce of ] ,3IJO,000l. 
tnore than they were given to imagine would be th, 
expenditure of the present year. Mr. Sheridan laid, 
he did admit that there had been an increase of in .. 
Canie withiD the last year, but gentlemen most not 
go away with the idea that the expenditure haa DOt 
greatly exceeded wbat tbe revenue committee at 
1786 taught them to exped would lie the apeDdi-
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ture of tb~ present yea.. ,~efore; there~ore,. they 
adopted the report of the 'new'co~mlttee" tbe 
alarming circumstance that he had, mentioned ought, 
to be'explained to the-country. Mr. Sheri~n" in 
the course of his, speech referrel\ to Mr. Steele s ar .. 
ginnent on a former day, and supp,orted, his asSet':' 
tion, by stating the particulars OD, which he rested 
it, viz. that there 'was a permanent increase ot 
600,0001. on .the total amount of the expenses'of tbe 
army. navy, ordnance, and'miscellaneoUs'servicesi 
and 800,0001. arising from incidental and casual ex~ 
penses. He added tbat we had paid, off' annuities· 
of 200,0001. a year,' and added a 'permanent in­
crease of 600,0001. a Yllar to the national, expendi~ 
tore. ' , '., ' 

, , Mr. Pilt ..-d, /ail "Jll8flllJliora at 1M fl.tnuwabk gmlkmsn', , 
~itm. that M fDOuld _ II oeparate dlJg far the dilcturiol& 
oj tM suldeet: bwJuIe. if Me fl.tnuwabk gmtkmsn. ar ang .t", .. 
mterlBimd fimIbU..,... tM report .f tM eommilt.. ar on ang part 
oj lllhat M luul rtated that iIIIg. il eertamlg llloutd be bett ... to di4-> 
_,tlwae doubt, on ""'" partieular dtly. than in II /)/)fI ..... ation .. 
fD/ua anotMr and a diff ...... t !<>pie IDa' ""d'tr CD1I8ideration., Willa 
rtgard to tM aIbuian to lllhat luul bun taid by Ail fl.tnuwabk Jrimt! 
(Mr. Sleek) on II furmer dlJg; At 111111""'1/ C/1/Iftdmt /ail fl.tnuwabfel 
~ _ did Itate tAt I'mlllJnmt r_ III likely to be that •. 
",hicla,IM Nmarabk gmtkmsnluul~'imputetlt./ailJunwrable, 
.friend: but ,1M """"",t oj AU'fl.tnuwabl. jrimd", .... gument luul bun; 
that in e/JIe 1M upmditurt a/wrdd. from aecidmtal cirlJU1lllt-. : 
incmue, 1M income oj 1M cmmtrg iDov1d proportiDraablgir&erttJle., 
• that tM publU: rc<ipt fIH1fI1d at all timu {;O'# 'IY publi;: eqmtfi,., 
....... , Mr. Pitt "..."wkd to.bmw, that tMre W/JI no pm of"" 
Iul!ieet IllhieA III/JI not familiar t. tAt 1aorue. and IllhieA Aad ,,0/ bem ' 
tk&lied again and again. ill euerg....wn line. tM ytf1f' 1786. , He 
tkelarr.d AimaelfAoppy,1r.owttrer, that tAt laonorn6k gmt~. wit" him in gifTini -due praile to tAt CIlItIlour, the fainlul, and tM' 
......-aey of 1M tJtnDtIIittee of fifltlllCe, IIItMOWplified in t10eir report • 
..tfI to 'IY .........., oJ. the upmditurt. tM Iuinorabk gmtkmsn. At 
./nnmI, Aad Itoted, that there III/JI an ir&erttJIe oj perr1UlfIIfIt uta­
lIlUAm,-mt ./600,0001.: in,' .......... to 1ll1aicla" M ,_ declsro, tW, 
_A of t7tat, ~ IDP4 not to be ~ III ezperua ",hiela 
fIJI1fIId Ie ".",........,. but III Margo. that ...... =itkrttally inaIImI. 
Thae claar~ ~r.l?itt Itated. and partiiularlg_ioraed 201.0001. 
far....,...,..... III, ..... dock-yanb. lllhiell tDOUld of ......... operate /JI' 
" aaoing ill Ju!.un. In _ to, tM tztraortlinarg ........... ill w1tieII· 
1M "",.",.,.,,/.e gmtkmsn TIIIIleommmted. on .tMr ~ .f tAt lIlI/detf. 
III 1111 • ..,. up AU ~ incrtat.f 1,300,0001., he..". AtMid. 
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be ifldwged tDitlt II fetIJ IIIM'U. He lAm fIItIII into II tklail of 1M 
wlwIL ezpmdi/ure: andttJtU;llllkd wi'" oluemng. IIwt Mr.Slltri .. 
ibm iru:'utkd in hU tzeul tk tkfi<ienri,. of 1M Iond and "",/1, ontl 
1M I11II1I tkltined for 1M AmLritIJ7I loyal ill •• 

'.lUr. She~idan .begged l~ave to Ray a few words 
In J;eply, and he declared, they should he a very few 
:Words. "Referring. to the report of the committee 
of revenue of 1786, he shewed, that the report or 
the committee .of 1791, in the statement of the ex­
penditure,. directly contradicted what, the report of 
~he comml~ee of J7bt1 taught them to look forward 

.to, as the -probable peace establishment in the year 
!i.'9t. Another word, he said; he mURt utter, with 
regard to the challeri;"e 'given by the honorable 
friend (Mr. Steele) of the right honorable gentle­
man. The latter denied his right honorable friend 
had given any Auch challeng.' or pledge, a~ he had 
expres<ly stated when the suhject wa.~ last the ground 
of debate, and seemed to treat it as a ridiculous 
thing, that bie honorable frit'lld, or any of his ho~ 
Dorable friends, could have attempted to justify th!· 
re,port of 1786. Mr. Sheridaoobserved, that the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer had himself admitted. 
an exceSs Of 380,0001. in three articles only, exclu­
sive of the miscellaneous articles; and, therefore, 
he.contended he had a right to say. that there was 
a half million increase on ~he permanent Cfltablish­
ment, It was, he declared, a poiot on which he 
should particularly insilll:, and it ought not to be 
slurred over; but the country, should know pre-. 
eisely, how the case.tood. They had, he. laid, 
brought op annuities of 200,OOOi. and incurred a 
permanent debt of 3,000,000/. The fact was, the' 
subject had been delu..ively statetl, and glOtl8ed over; 
in order to appear well in the eye. of the public,­
and 80 he had evn contended; but it had Dever 
been admitted at all; that any part of what he dis­
puted was fOllnd before that day; whereas, (rom 

·what the right honorable gentleman had hi_If 
said. that day, it was evident to the committee, he 



had been correct in aUhe had advanced. Mr. She­
ridan before he conchsded,l went into particulars tei 
prove his:a6sertions, and d~ired, the"committee"to 
'attend ,to the whole of them in forming their opi-. 
nionon the subject. ' , ,', , ' 

, Mr. PiLl, in reply, Qgain'detuiltd 1M prindpol 4rtielu oj ,'" . 
izpendi/UTt, in Order, to prove tAat 1M htmorQble gm/hman WQo' 
eompktely mil/aim!. , ' , " 

• • " , • • J , , 

,Mr. Sheridan got up once more, to answer several. 
parts of Mr.' Pitt's Iastargument. Be admitted,', 
~hat a great ca~se of the increase was to be impu!ed; 
to unforeseen .cIrcumstances;, such as .the prOVIsiOn! 
(or the younger part of theroya\ family, whil'h he, 
declared be, ,highly approved;' but 'he conieud~lf: -
~atevery if"~ would bring witb it its aUJOunt of 
cas"pal and in.cidental expenses, which o~ght. ,to be. 
allowed for" and, therefore., it was' incumbent on 
t,hemio'inform" the country' or the real truth, and' 
not delude the people; tJy tellinl{ thell) ,that this year: 
tl!Ve would be s~ch a surplus, arid ,!ext year a 

, greater; when" the chance' was entirely the other 
" way;' Mr. Sheridan mentioned' the finishing' 0.-. 

Carlton Bouse"., which" would, "occasion' another' 
increase,: and to :which the house was committed" 
haVing promised 'to provide'forit=the f'rince'hav.;,1 
ing no interest to provide (otit,"&c.and; therefore~" 
it. must 1lOOD; come' nnder .coDsideratillD. ' He' also 
adverted to the debt from Bolland, and said, if ther 
payments by; instalments, . were applied to tbe tlt-: 

pendilllre insteaa of extinguishing' the pulilio debt,: 
the wbole of that loan: must be added t.o the amount: 
of the national expenditure. I ; ; i ' , :; 

. .. . _...., t .' 
~lr. Pitt·"..,olutimtl WD'f) put. ""d sgTud /.: ""d 1M Aoruo' 

lwing rtllUlltd, t1u report ..... or~ to be brtntght up 011 1M ....... 
tIay.: ': 1·','.1' .. ~; I':.' .... '." 



MAY 23 • 

. REPORT 01l'TBE COMMITTEE 011' 1I'INANCE. 

·Mr. SHERIDAN rose to give notice, that he 
mell-nt, to-morrow se'nnight, to bring forward lome 
resolutions on. the report of the committee !" 
finance. He lDformed the house the manner 10' 

• ~hich he proposed to do tbis, would be by moving, 
for the house to resolve itself into a committee of 
the whole house; to which he hoped the right ho­
norable gentleman would have no objection; wheo 
he intended to move some resolntions of fact; the 
gronnd of which, he had no donbt, he .bonld be 
able to make out to the satisfaction of the honse. 
Mr. Sheridan lamented that he could not name ao 
earlier day for the busine88, but it was on account 
of other gentlemen, who wished to be present, and 
could not be in town sooner, that he was obliged to' 
take 80 distant a day. ' ,. 

Mr. PilI..ul, lie -U "'- ... Dlljtdi4rt t. -.t.,p--.,. . 
~ "'-!!;'" 1----4; hit lie Iwpe4 • U, -.Id 110 ~ .. 1M, 
" .... IIIUk. . 

ItIr. Btutarrl .... tIIUl-.oJ, .. n.t • u . .,. tupp.,kt# 
t. i rnIM...",.,Jr-tJuc ··' .... 1788 ... 11791. t._ 
pre"" IM __ tIIUl aI' 6UPr,"" t. rept1rl tNir.-... tiIJu.,.,. tile _ t. tJu '--" 

Mr. Sheridan said, he certainly Jboold IeCOIId 
the honorable gentlemail'. 1IlOtioJL. Be decland. 
he thought it was eUl'emely proper that both the. 
reports of 1786 and 1791 should be nd"erred to a. 
third eommittee, because it was ODdoobtedly true. 
that there were a great many eootradid.iooB in both. 
reports, as stated by the honorable gentleman; aDd 
for that reason. they ought to be referred to a third 
committee, in order to ascertain which of them wu 
true. Be despaired, Mr. Sheridan said, of being 
able to efFect this; and, therefore, shonId have IIIIiis. 
tied himself with barely moving, that the house re­
IOlve itself on Tuesday next, into a committee of 
the whole hoose, to take into eoosideratioD.the re-



179q 

port· of the finance committee of 1"91; anil ~fter 
they should have resolved themselves into that. com_l 
mittee, be should move certain resolutjons' of fact; 

. respecting the report: If the right honorable· gen­
t1emalldid not agree to~ t~e' two; reports l1eingre-~ 
ferred' to another select committee, he hoped he 
would not object. to the house· going ipto a com~' 
mittee, to take the last report i~.to consideration~ 

Mi-:Btutaril'IBlOtifm .,;a.ftegativtilwithout tJ di";';";'~ 

Mr. Sheridan, in reply to Mr. Pitt, said, he cer>O 

tainIy should be extremely glad'to aocooimodate.the 
right honorable gentlemau,. but it depended not on. 
himself. ,With _regard' to the right honorable: gent.! 
\lemau'll remark on his manner of speaking, he 
really had wisbed to convince the right honorable, 
gentleman, witbout any- effort to appear so,, that he' 
wa~ serious in wishing, the two.' last repo~ of the 
finance committees. to be referre4 to anothe"com~ 
mittee: He was, lie confessed: 'amazed ,to hear an~ 
complaint .f delay" from the other &ide of the bouse, 
and' more especially· to bear' if com~ from the' rightl 
honotable gentleman, as it must be recoUected~,' ~e 
had repeatedly censured the right honorable gen­
tleman, for his regnlar procraBtination of important 
public business, till the. end of every session. He 
declared he had expected. tbat the last report of the 
finance committee would have been brougbt for­
warti long twgO'; smee, ~fore the Christmas, Loli­
day.,. the Tight he!roraWe gentlemen' bad taunted 
hilli o!, tbe $Tofl!Jd 01 hill aupp~ing that he: would 
Bot brIO&, t'e, motion fqt the IlppO'mtme'll't at a 410_ 
mittee of fintm(;e forwlrid· immediately after the 
Cbristmas'teeess 1 bua sO far from doing thill, tluJ 
right, honorable g.eat1emall had not brought it ffW" 
ward for three months afterward .. and the, repod 
-of that eommitte~ had only been on the table about 
a week or eight day8J and it was IIO&, sorely, lb. 
Sheridan said, very mucb hii fawt, tbat he had Dot 
read the repan before it ... reCeived and printed. 
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With Tegar4 t8 :the dn y of' taking it into considera­
t.ioo, he' was,; 00 his part, extremely' desirous to 
have it considered. some day in the 'preseot week; . 

. I.Iot one gentlem~o,who was on the committee, was 

. obliged to be out of town all thi8 week; and he. 
wi~hed that gentleman to be present at the discua. 
!!i.on, as he understood he was desirous .of stating hi • 
.opinion on the subject. Mr. Sheridan hoped, there­
fore, that there would be no objection to Monday 
next;. and if that day was agreed to he would 
write to the honorable member in question, to re­
quest that be . would attend. He concloded witk 
observing, that Monday, ,for the reasOD he bad 
stated, was the earliest day he could name. 

Mr. Pitt r<grtll"l t/u; ab","" af tire gmtlmum alludul ta by 
tire hmwrabh mmWtr; but ID"'" Ire ID/II tald tluzl. OIl hmwrabh g"': 
tlmuza eM Nul 6tra 011 lire tl1IIIIIIittte, ..." DUt II! -. IIIIIl toUIIed 
fa be pr_ at tire ~ .1Ie ewltl "'" raUt tire prltpDltd pM­
potttmmt: Ire CI1Idd ""t, 1uJuJeotr, but Ioment lire _. af publie Inui-. 
_, 1/' It. IDIlI afraid all in IDIrieII Ire ""'" (I part, lDouid be nukd 
1Iif .... Mrnuloy. ..... 

Tire SpuJur pwt tile pat;"" ... Mr. SIteriJ/mi._iMl, .. Tlult 
tAe Iunue r..,h< ib<lj int. /I Uti 'Itee af tlte flJluJh Iunue 011 Mn-. 
Qsy flat, ta ttJu irIta tmIIiderlltitm lite rtpWt oj tile fi- _ 
flliLtu.· OrdLrtd. 

. lIUy· 'n. 

ROYAL BURGHS OJ/' SCOTLAND • 

. ]Ur. SHERmAN rose and lIIlid, that he would 
undoubtedly have been mnch obliged to the rigbt 
honorable gentleman. lor his intimation of the 
speedy prorogation of parliament,' bad it in the ap­
plication· be was about to make been necessary 
to enter into all the detail with wbich it W8M con ... 
nected. -But Inch /detail would not only be UODe-' 

ceuary, but impropn. Bt-fore he sbould proceed 
to IIlate what be shortly had to IlaY,' Mr. Sheridau. 
said, he should' first eodeaYoor to refote lOme inIIi­
nnation. that . the bo.inClill bad not been takeD up 
by tbOIIC engaged in it with all the aeri_ aado 
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, attention to which: it.waS" entitlelL., Every ,stispihion . 
,of tbis kind he ,tbought 'it oecessary, to banish from 
,the mind of the house,·,wben bemean~ to calL tbeir 
.most earnest attention ,to .a' business: which he 
. .deemed of tbe IiItmost;importarice. In 11787,tbe, 
. first application fill this subjec~ had: been made, ~ 
parliament. ,It had been stated, tbat, tbe· reform 

: demanded was: really, no object to those who were 
chiefly interested: . But' how did tbis appear, wben 
-out of fortyroyal'burgbs, fifty-eigbt had petitioned, 
.£or. the reform; and 'he had been able to present to 
.the bouse, a petition signed by ten thousand ·per.,. 
I sons, allllPst all, of ,whom were, real: . burgesses. 
,The first petition, however, sent to him in 1787, had 
.arrived too late; as tbe period for presenting prwate 
'p'eti1ions was tbenpassed. 'In 1788" ;the applica­
.t10n had been renewed. ':The honorable gentleman', 
:who,opposed him on the other side,,' (Mr. Dundas) 
had assented that a bill should' be brought iii, if it 
,was 'printed, and . had formed with him·.a sort 'of 
compromise; 'as an effect of w hieh ,he expected, 
from his usual.consistellcyof character, ,he ' would 
.now second the',IIlotion. ,Anotber honorable' gen~ . 
. tleman bebind him,; (Mr.,Anstruther) who had like .. 
,wise opposed hiniinthis business, ;who~e oppositi~n 
;he could not but regret; and to wbose'lDfluenoe, JIn 
~very' otber respect/ he wished well, 'except 'as' an 
-alderman 'of Pitten,we'em,e bad ,moved, Jor',all',1:he 
.charters and sets of tbe royal burghs, in order that 
.they might be taken into consideration during the 
.recess Df parliament, 'with a view, no doubt; to tbe 
.enquiry which' should afterwards follow. ' Havina­
moved for· the materials which eauld only be usefuf, 
in order'to institute an.enquiry,- it could not be eX' .. 
pected that be .should oppose its progress. It had 
then been stated too" as an ;argument for opposing 

. it, that the refurm was demanded, would completely 
overturn the' constitutIOn of, the burghs. 'In this 
particular, tbey had obviated the objection, by joiD~ 
,jng issull,' and in ,this state the business stooo at.the 
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,end or the lemon 1788. .In 1789, BI all public 
·and private ,busilltl88 had been 1U8pended, from an 
IIInfortunate'circ:umstauce which,' at that time af. 
forded regret to all good citizens, and which they 
-must now IWishmight neYar return-not mnch pro­
,gress . could be· expected to be made in diSCUS8ing 
the reform of the royal burghs. ,The bill had been 

.again printed, and read a second time. He moved 
,for a committee, when the honorable gentleman had 
ilaid, they took a wrong course, and instead of mof'­
,jng for a committee, in order to consider of a re­
.JDedy, they ought first to move for a committee to 
.examine into the lacts. by which, the lIecessity of 
'this remedy lWas to be proved. To this proposition 
-they· had assented. He moved for a variety of 
-papers, which it was agreed to .hould be laid up<ln 
.tbe table-and here again the matter rested. In 
the !leXt .8e118iol4 Mr. Sheridan eaid, nothing had 
been. done. The papers moved (or, had not lOme 
of them arrived till the middle ofl\Iay, and not till 
he had found .himtlel( obliged to renew the order. 
'No part of the delay, he hoped, could be imputable 
to him-tbe di::7.' this session, be would taU upon, 
.himself. Be . , indeed, advised it not to be 
~rougbt forward at aU;tbis advice he bad given, 
.in mmpliance with the opinion of hiI frienda; that 
dn the present, state 'of the public mind, .. .differ­
,eDtly acted upon by the revolution of a neighbouring 
JCOuutry, it would be prudent for a while to auppretlll 
.. 11 ideas of a reform at home. In this optniou, 
however, Mr. Sheridan owned. he could not agree. 
,For, if either a spirit of servility bad got abroad 
among lOme, or wild eothusiastic notiom of liberty 
·were cheriahed among otben, he deemed it equally 
.incumbent upon parliament, nninfioenced by 0;­

&riuIic circumatauces, to ahew their determined re­
.,wtioB to redreu every grievance that demanded 
their, interference, and attend alone to the calla of 
jutice. ,Be WBI likewise nU-:!~f' be IBid, to 
.bring ionranl a bnsiue8s of 10 importance" 



,179~.] :351 
I 

without that tRipport ,which' be most, ,respected and 
esteemed. Looking- to hisobject,he'certainlyeom. 
sidered it as no ,ground of censure to accommodate 
himself:to means, whilst he made DO : sacrifice of 
principles.,. ,His objections.,hoW'ever,he had yielded 
~o,thewishes of those who,were most interested, and 
.he had thesatisfactjonto lay, that he' was'lnpported 
in his attempt.by names, which. .if. ,he were to men­
tion, ,would: not be ,deemed, lik.ely, to countenanee 
a.ny allt' pC rashnesi •. 'He .would first wish to remove 
every idea .that in the present ·business there 'Was 
Jlny .novelty attempted. :.' . .... . ~ 

. The hOIJora:ble gentlemallJ who might be supposed 
'Well acquainted'with the history ofbi. own country, 
.ancient and tnodernl ,would know that the·internal 
government of the royal burgb.;, had always been 
.an object of eomplaiQt and redress .. He wonld read 
It commission:so tar back as the reign of Charles II. 
:which enumerated the same' grievances whica were 
DOW actually .. stated Ito exist.; and, among' others, 

. the misapplication of: the publio money, to the pur-
· poses of eorrupt influence, an evil, wbich, was then II-' 
.ubject Ilfcomplaint, and of, which th~ honorable 
gentleman I was to· consider whether there now· re­
mained . any treces; .No new. grievance ·wasnOw 
.the subject of complaint. .Power.hadalways been 
growing into abuse. The"flame evils had always 
.existed. . No remedy was granted ;'lIor was it ~kely, 
.that in ,the reign which: he had mentioned, any 'Pro-

, . vision should ,be made, for securing .the.liberties of 
the subject. So had the matter re,sted' ti111784; 

»,when, encouraged by the declaration· of a right ho­
.Do~ble gentleman, that he .would, always support 
.parliamentary reform ,as a man, .andas a'mi~r, 
: the friends of reform in Scotland had formed a eo ... 
· vention, and sent, deleg-ates from· the, fifty-eight 
,burghs, who had different' meeting'S 011 ,the subject. 
• In thi. atate the business had fallen into his. hands.· 
,.Little more, he conceived, was necessary to be,said. 
, When. fifty-eight Ol1t of sixty"six b'Jirghs have 8~ 
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great and positive grievances under' w bich they 
-labored, and, when they had professed gratitude to 
a right honorable gentleman for the' encouragement 
which he had afl"l!rded them to expect redress, he 

. trusted that tbeir gratitude would be cenfirmed upon 
'solid grounds. If, after all' tbe information had 
been procured. Mr. Sberidan laid, tbey should re­
·fuse to look into such information by a committee, 
they w.ould certainly, by thus 'shrinking from the 
.enquiry, 'grant that evils existe4, which they "bad 
,neither fortitude, to examine, nor virtue to redress. 
If what was mated as grievance W88 fact, he de­
<manded redre!l8, Dot as a matter of favor, but of 
.right; a9 a claim which 'was not to be weighed 
'by discretion, but which was established by justice. 
He sbouldnow sbortly state the grievance. which 
iwere complained of: First, the magiBtratel ell.8cted, 
.without legal aotbority, the ceII'iJ or land tax. He 
WaIJ oot to be told, tbat the 10m thol exacted above 
.tbe legal proportioD was small However .mall it 
·WIUI, the exaction was no leIS a violatiou of jnstice 
than an object of redress. Secondly, the magistrateS 
·assume a power' of disposing of the public money 
according to their own discretion. Thirdly, they 
",ere self-e1ected, contrary to the law, a8 might be 
'proved from tbe cbarters on the table. But what 
,was the most seriOOl grievance of all, theJ'e was no 
.competent court of jurisdiction for the redress of 
. grievances. In IOpport of this 8lI84Irtioo, Mr. Sheri­
.dan qooted the proceedings of tbe coort of seMion, 
where, wbile the grievances bad been allowed to 
.exist, the court had been declart'd incompetent (or 
redress. Nor did this competency which was wanl­
ing in the court of &e8llion, reside either io the court 

-of exchequer, or in the convention of the royal 
burghs; 80 that here was an evil existing;wbere 
.there were absolutely no mean. of redresS. He 
.begged, however, to state, that he did not mean to 
.include all the magistrates in the cbarge. wbich b. 
had brought f .... ard, of aboae ; far le88 would he 
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jmpute to his opponents any unworthy:· motivet;. as 
,he trusted they would do justice to those motives Itf 
,regard for the constitution" from which alpllelie 
. hlld under~kell the present question. . Whilst be 
fgave credit to the ,inhabitants of Scotland folt too.e 
,advantages which. tbey derived from· a' spirit-llf 
. enterprize .and industry. be wished Ijkewi~ to secqr,e 
·them·the full protection pf law, and the benefits gf 
ml equal and, fair administration of justice.. Mt-• 
..sheridan then moved, " that the several petitiollll, 
.accounts, and papers, presented.in thelast session 
of the last parliament, . relative til the internal go-

o .,-emment of the royal burghs of Scotland, should be 
referred to .. committee." He, l18id. he did not 
know tllet parliament wlluld be 8Oon.prorogued.; it 
was an event entirely unexpected; 80r did he see 
.at. present anyreasoll for· the strange Scrambling 
,expedition which bad. lately beell used with regard 
,;wthe public business. Much progress, however, 
.might still be made j and if parliament was Dot/roo 
rogued till. Mr. Hastings should bring forwar his 
.defence, all that was wished might be at~ined. If, 
·however, he should not now succeed in making thl!-t 
·progreM in the businellS, which he wished, be should 
bope, that he would, at least, btl allowed to .take i~ 
up at all.early period of the lieU .session. 

MrA F~ .1tCt1ftded tAc onotiolo; but IUlmqventlg -4. '" ... _dmmt. tMt 1M fIIIIrdIH _Ig ill tAc nut lUlion,· Ihould IIttmil 
.. ,.., Dj tAc IIID/iort. 
.. . 
. Mr. Sheridan agreed to the amendment, but 
.thought it necessary to. make some reply to several 
things which had been l18id in the course of the de­
b!lte. He could not. help saying, that he thought 
hiS honorable and learned friend (Mr. Anstruther) 
.bad treated him rather harshly in ascribing to him 

. ,motives for delay, which he begged leave entirely 
.to disclaim. The honorable and learned gentleman 
~ad said, that the first part of his speech had been 
an apology for these delays; BOW, he ueither hall 

VOL. U. 
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'made,' nor meant to make any apology on that point, 
-although bethooghtit n_ry, and no more than 
'-his ' duty, and his wisb,to explain, to the house the 
-,oilFerent causes that had occasioned those delay., 
)'Which it was not necessary for him to recapitulate a 
;second time. He could not avoid, Mr,Sheridan 
said. taking notice of what the honorable and learned 

.gentleman had said, abont hi. &toting, in hi, former 
· .peeeh, his belief that he would have the snpport of 
· the right honorable gentleman opposite to him, be­
'eanle that right honorable gentleman had been 
-anxious for a parliamentary reform, and that be 
, bad wished, as it were, to keep the right honorable 
:gentleman to a bargain on tbat point. In answer 
to this he would say, that the honorable and leamed 
gentlemau seemed not only to reeollect for himself 
what had formerly beed done in this bnsiness, but 
to recollect for the honorable gentleman opposite to 
· bim likewise. A.nd, Mr. Sheridan contended, that 
those who wished for a parliamentary reform, most. 
'1Igreeably to consistency, be friends to the present 
'proposition which he had the honor to bring forward 
this night. He said, be mllllt here disavow the 
charge that was brought against bim by the right 
honorable p~t1eman, of having, at this time, taken 
the house OJ &nrpnse. by the notice which he, bad 
given of his motion a few day. ago. On thi. point 
he had already given. he trnsted, &nfficient reason 
for the delays in former ,ears, and likewise why be 
was 10 long in bringing It on this session; but cer. 
tainly D!Jbody could think from that. that he bad 
abandoned tIJe aubject entirely; if they did, they 
were very mnch mistaken; and he begged to recall 
to the right honorable gentleman's recollection, that 
it was upon his nggestion that he bad dispented 
with the II6COIld reading of the billlut year, in order 
that there mi~ht be time and opportnoitv given to 
state the spectfic grievance&. and p~' • &nitable 
remedy, becan&e it certaioly was proper that enquiry 
sbonId precede reform. '; 



· Now the .right honorable, gentlema/l'must allow; 
that the.enquiry had been.made; he,trune4,;there. 
(ore, that he could 1Iot refll$e granting, the remedJ 
applied for. Mr. Sheridau. said, /le .• agreed ,p~ 
[ectly with the right honorable gentleman, that ,a 
clecillion was necessary", and he was al).Xious· that .it 
JIlight bl!. had 68, Jipeedily. as. possible. I • He CQn~ 
~ended, that the '. application. of these burghs ,. was . 
. certainly S()I fallconllected with parliamen~ry re­
form, inasmuch: as they ,complained fif the, seW­
electiOl). .. o( the. magistrate¥. I In this and 'pthet 
grievances,. however, ,his honorabte., an~ learne4-
.friend contended,.that .they had o,q righUo (;om~ 
plain, because all tbe English burghs werl! in the 
,same j!lituation; but. this he dllnieq, because )vhat­
ever Willi the charter of English burghs; or the cess of 
Scotch burghs,. the English could.n~~~tagainst the 
spirit and eSSf#lC11l of thejr ·charters,' but '.the. Scotch 
.bad done so v.ery often. Afte~ what had been sai4 
at different times in that house, it ,would b~ needless' 
for hill} to detaio,. the house ,with a minute detai,l,!!f 
all the gri~v~nces which were ,complained of;, and 
be hoped" If It were, I as thehonQrable and learl1-ecl, 
gentleman had stated, tllat the English burghs were 
in the same situation, it would not be admitted as 
a just argument, that abuse ought til contiuui: in any 
other place, because it existed iii London; In .his 
opinion there ought to be no power of abuse with!lllt 
4& .power of remedy, which seemed to be the pre­
sent state of the ro} al burghs C?f Scotland. . Mr. 
Sheridan then remarked upon the arhitrary poweJ' 
and conduct of tbe convention of burghs, which 
sit an~ually at Edinburgh. Upon an application 
and complaint made.to them by respect~ble iuha­
bitants of a burgh, to -enquire into, some cond.u<:t 
of their magistrates, which was thought to be 1m· 
proper and against the interests of the burgh, this 
j:onvention took. the matter into their consideration, 
'Ilnd stated, that to promote the harmony, good will, 
and tranquillity, as well as the peace and good ord~r 

- ". . AA2',' .,,' -' 
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of the b\Jl'g'b, they had given what they called the 
following decreet arbitral; which WR8 a sentence, 
u 1'hat the burg£sses. deacons, &c. have no right to 
bold meetings, to confer, or treat npon lubject8 of 
,this sort." By treating, it was not meant, entertain­
ing, as canvassing at an election, but merely argnin~ 
upon matters respecting' the burghs; and in th •• 
manner they discharged and forbftde all luch com­
plaints, and declared the rights of the borges!les in 

. that part of the kingdom,. on matters in which no 
one could deny that their interests were materially 
concerned. Such, Mr. Sheridan said, they found to 
be the liberal free cess of one burgh. agreeably to 
their present constitution, or rather according to the 
intelJ'retation which the convElntion gave to that 
constitution. Anothet cess which some boronghs 
enjoyed, . no donbt, for the samelurpose of pro­
moting barmony, peace, and goo order among"lt 
the inbabitants, was of a nature that prevented cer­
tain degrees of consanguinity, such as fathers and 
IODS, brothers, and 80 on, from holding offices in the 
magistracy; a circumstance, the wisdom and pro­
l'riety of which he did not mean to enter upon at 
this time._ 

Mr. SAtriIlsfi. tIrigiNd _iDa _ tAm 1"'4 tmtllU8l1tiw4.-
, AJI6 oMid, lie "",ltd Mr. Ftd. = d_. tmtl-'l. . 

• nat the __ IDill _ly ill the _...,;",. gf fHl"u-t. ,. 
iD '" -, .... Ute _ '" the JK'IIi- _ .tiler,.".,.,. t"­

. -uti ,. tire __ ill tIre/tut fHl"a-t. ~ ,. 1M iaI6ul 
& ... -1Ij tile ""!JIll ~Iu tJ;!lai,w 

Mr. EnkiIIe l«IIfIIki Mr. S - • -uo., ... AicA -"".-I 
,., "!'"'- -

M.&y". 

JUCPOIlT 01' THE COJllllTTEE 01' 1'1lUNCE Of 
1786 • 

. Mr. SH.ZllmAlf rose, and moved, that the notice, 
. 'Which stood as the order of the day, for bim to move 
for a committee to take into coDSderation the r~ 
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port oftbe committee of finance, of 1786, andtbe, 
report of tbe committee of 1791. migh' be read . ...;.: 
The same having been read, Mr. Sheridan stated. 
that there were eertaill papers to be presented thai:' 
day, which"it might be'mate~ial for him to i;eferto~. 
ilnd, therefore, he thought i~ right to move to have, 
the order discharged and entered for the'neXl dayl 
He said, he hoped he should,have no t;lccasion to relet' 
to the papers in question, but as it was impossible 
for him to ·say beforehand whether he Should or not, , 
he would move for' the discharge of the order. .It 
was discharged accordingly •• ud: "ntere<J. for -thi. 
day~ 

.' Mr. PUt, who ~1I fIOt to b. in 'ik ,.;".,. at the lime the 
J.,..going motion fDIJ8 "",de,' but carne in ftut 'aller; raid. he un~ 
flood the IumornIIk gmt/t:InoA opporitt to him, had _4 tAl put o.f1 
the COIUiderotion of the lwo rqwrt. jrt1m the eommi/teu of jlr&IJfICf, _ 
lill the....., day. H. hoped, lwrDever, the dioCWBion worddreall!J. 
.. brought on thU do,,: tmd, 118 the Iumorabk gentleman IIod calle'4 
the tJttention of the hoUBe 10 the mldect, Ae ga .. Aim fIOtitt, tlant If 
"'_4 tmy pt'OfHIitionB, '" "",,"d t.Uher o/Qut to tAtm, or_ 
--..u upoll them: or, ,.,.110"" "''''"' _A other l'!"P"'!'iont ' ':i.. ~u.:~!he whol. ,t~. oJ 1",,.l(ject/~rl!l:an4JuUlI.bef~ 

'Mr. Sherida~,iu repiy, said, it appear~ tohin. 
to be rather premature in the right honorable gen· 
tlemanto talk of.objellting to bi~ propo~itiobi1. ,or, qf 
lDoving amendmentil,. before he knew, what. those 
propositions would be.: He did assure the righ' 
honorable gentleman" that he would endeavor to 
make it as diffiC\11~ as possible to the right houora.bl, 
gentleman, either, to object, IIr mOVe -am!lndments 
upon his propositions, which would be resolutions 
of fact, founded. upon figureR, to which it, would 
be almost impossible for the rigbt honorable gentle.-
JDan to object. ' ,. '. , . . 



JUNK 2-
.1 

SUMS VOTED FOR CiRL'l'ON HOUSE. 

Mn SHERmAN .rose, and observed, tbat tbe 
re~nm made to his motion for papers relative to 
Carlton House, was 110 far defective, that a paper, 
which he eoDsidered as of very con~iderable impor .... 
tance, had been wholly omitted. Tbi. omission be 
by no means ascribed to design, but merely to acci., 
dent. To explaia tbe nature of tbi. paper, he 
:read a resolution moved lOme years ago by the 
rigbt honorable gentleman over against him, (Mr, 
Pitt) and agreed to by the house, namely, .. Tbat 
an addretta be presented to His Majesty, that he 
would be graciously pleased to ;lI9ue from his civil 
lis, tbe sum of £20.000 towards completing . tIHt 
works at Carlton House, as IOOD lilt estimaln of 
the whole of the expense for completing the tlame 
sbould bave been laid before tbe Lords Commiuioo­
ers of the· Treasury:' From this ruolution it apo­
peand tbat the money ougbt DOt to have been 
issoed uutill estimalelJ of tbe whole expenlltl should 
have been previously procured by the Treasury: 
but· tbe Lords of the Treasury bad in point of fact 
issued tbe money, witbont baving previously taketa 
care to bave estimates made out by tbe Board of 
Worb. That it was by the King'. aud not by the 
Prinee', servants that the e&timate& ougbt to hal'e 
been made oOt,' appnred from thi., that Carlton 
Hoose bt:~nged not to the. Prince of Wala, but 
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to His Majesty; 'I\nd,consequentlythe' money hav­
ing beeD voted, for repairing Ii house; which ill' re~' 
ality belongs to tlie King, and not to the Prince of 
Wales, . it was by the King.'s surveyors, and not by' 
thciseof tlie Prince, that the estimate oughUo have 
been., made : the person : therefore' to" whom ;th~ 
money '!Was' issned, onght to' be oonsidered as ,8 pu~ 
lie accountant, and bound- to render, to· parliament. ' 
an: account, of the expenditure." In' this- light Mr.i 
Holland ought to be ,called to give an account of­
the', expenditure' of the several .UOll which had: 
been voted for Cal'lton House., , " 

'This, Mr. Sheridan said, be thought it necessary 
to say, as 8 report, as strange ,as it was falsel' had 
got abroad, that the money voted for cOlnpleting 
Carlton House, had been taken out of the hal!ds of 
those whose duty it was to apply it to the purpose 
for which it had been voted; and that it was applied 
to purposes of.a very different' nature. Theun~', 
finished state of ~arlton House might induce people 
to believe this, who did not know that His Royal 
Highness, 'not considering the money as his, but as 
voted for the repair of his father's house, had made' 
it a point' never tei' touch a' shilling of it; , Mr;' 
Sheridan then observed, that in a letter from Colonel 
Hulse, in the printed accounts, it waR stated that, 
ieveral'papers were incl~ed' to; Mr. Pitt,' one of 
which, -marked No.6, contained Mr. Holland'lf 
estimate of the works, and an account of the money 
expended upon-them., Now it so happened, that 
this paper, marked No.6, had not been laid before' 
the liouse; he moved 'therefore that it be laid before 
the house. '. _ . 

, . Mr. Pitt Mid, tllst .... utimate W loa tIt1iwred ID Aimfor B;' 
. Nqjuly"~' ~ tile """""" oj tile __ -.-ry for COllI­
,/ding 1IIIII.fvrnU1ring tarllDll BOUlt ;itllDhkA ID f<ID al/.,.atiDlu' 
...... iiuuIe by tile King', """'!/"'.. tllst M thougAt it "''' ID ptl'JJ 
tile """'" _:I11III iI _ -"inglg paid illto IbI MIttb of tile 
PriItK, T ........ or: -N to tile paper for lDhki tM ItDMrobk _ 
_ ""tI,~ it jdinc4 it ~ ,,"wl.l!l ill tile pri'AUd ~ 
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Ww~' It "'" 1tg 'tltittllh -W N,. 8, irutt44 tf No . • : fM' 
c.tmul Ha/#, Id, ... _itnud fill __ ,,,,,,. f .... ilu:1.m.: tm. 
No.6, ft'/JI tlurif .... the prteUe ~P'" ",/aida ougfll to Mw b<m 
rtUlI'Jad No. •• -

Mr. Sberidan said, the right honorahle gentle-­
mail W88 mistaken; for if he would read Colonel 
Hulse'. letter again, he wonld find that it men .. 
tioned things as contained in No.6, of which no<o 
thing appeared in No. 6. He Itlll insilted, that 
the minister, in obedience to the rellOlution of the 
hOUle, onght to have ordered the King' •• u"eyONl 
to make oot an estimate for work to be dODe at .. 
house which belonged to tbe King, and Dot to the 

, Prince. . _ . 

Mr. SUriJlq,i, fllllfiml Fad IlJitllout II tli.uum. H. aft-tJrU 
tDithed to ltIuM if Mr. Pitt ""d tl1I!/ ol!itelimJ til II mol; ... for /I 
~ oj IJ kiter ...nttm to /tim (Mr. Pill) Ity Lord Smtthttmptorl 
.... tllil hrim.. Mr. Pilt "",,",go ill rrplg 1Ifl1.d tIM Idtw to .. 
priIJIIl.. Mr. SheriII .. &_ ., Ail inUtuhd _iIIIL : 
. Mr. Gr'!i,-jor ... IIlldrt., imp~ I/il Moj,tIy filii to 

prorogw llu parlimRmt IlJitIumt _nU:o~ __ dWiIId bljtll'. 
fIIDliorl rdatiw to the .- t( ~ prno<t .--I. ' 

Mr. Grq _4 ,""t.. Ie IIIidral ... prUtllUd til Hil M .. 
jaIg. to ..-"" tkq _ Ail fllilbjvl ... dJ .. , fdl ", ~ 
uJIDl up<III for /I prtnniIe to ruIre &@ tIM upnue t1j fIelD pr'p" 
ndimu for _. oJfer ~ w... III rcemt/!I obliged to impoIe "" 
their tQ1It/~ tuldititmaT tua ... __ oj 1M f.u""""""; 
tJgIIiout Spa; . 

" lhably til ~ to ". Mtd"'!I. """ ill 1M _ ""'"" 
tItt§ g- '" Hil Mqjat!/, _II V"';"'" _Ife, Ail jllilAfrll .­
-. tided .. by IJ ftTIII rtIimta t/Jat H::J:jat!/. pmrrud un 
..ad ,.,~tlTtI for the _If"" '" Itie ptIIPk. filii -tftr"', .., 
• __ ildLrftrrlla" file ii."tta t1j tltlur...tria, ,.=e g ... 
lie ad Ir8f"Ujtg oj tfIi&. 
, .,P~ fill ;"pi", _ ..de """ llIe ptrrliaJlr eiT ... d .... 

diel W ilubu:u Hil Mojt#l, 10 _ • ..ad II pr __ oj :""""" 
__ giwrI. III UuIif..uu III tIu objtd for...wl it "'III ~tIti£ • 

" TIwt """ llud "m.d '--", "- eIitp«d. Tiu FtfM­
,.,... fw- ft lIiIl_i • Tit ."... for .wIlTiI J». 
Jaty.foitIifWt - - IurrIIfter~ it tIItiIg INt. r"¥. 
No "if .. rwutMt III to ih ,.. w oIJjtd h !Jd w... ~: .. if 
,.,n;- -.u _ ... ,..,~ HiI M'!footy'. jllilljrtl -
_ fDiIl ir p/tuttflil,.. (. b' I '. _ Itidiert. asp' t.,., 
ft «. ".1'_ r g til tMrr .., srt'. '.ftw~~ 
...... .., ..... " ........... __ .• ~-- '!I ..... 
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Iheg """'"" limit, ad iM jlllliee tW IIACaIity 'If ",AieA ,tAeg IIIiIm<rI 
up/aifl._:_ " J I. " ,,\- . 

.. F"" thue retIIII1U. mDtMI'l, whic" llU rircumrt/J1lCU of ~ 
Ijmu mayauggut. Hil MqjeJf!./oit"frd CIJ11If1IDRS "umbly implori 
Hilt M,gutg ROt to prM'o{pM tM P,..liomenl,liU 11i1 MqjulyllwU 
At. it in "" p_ to4lDllllll IXient. to tTum, _ dimnet inj_ 
lion r.ltttit1e to the carue of the pr'''''' _ent: in Drder. that if 
IIctual fwat1litu. alund<l tob ploce. Dnd it Jllwrdd be ntUIBIIr!J jtW 
11i1 MqjuI!J to'ilocur ony jllrther e.rpnue, ,,"faithful __ inIIj 
a-... llmity of _cUing their hitlu!rlo IIIIdUputd prif1ikg4 
MIl ttae"f:!:i;lIfj u.ar _81 importd1!1 dray, in ~ the -. 
tent tmd propriety of ,he _. lIB weU lIB of turioI.ing Hil Mqjuly 
~ their Udrice. fO f- fJ jrut Jutlgmntl botA a. to the ezp<dUnC1J 
of pfJI/ rnttI8!I'I'U. MId the policy of julure emu,W.: IIfId tfteJJ fIumo., 
'lyll~ u_to_,nil Mqjuly. tkat ,tlJeg II1IUehettfullYlwego 
the Jl7'I- Mieji".",., cmnfor" of a .. earl!! ........ to fulfiJ (J dul!! 
IUghly fUCtBlary to the publie rati8faction. and oJ tlu utllWlt ;"". 
portance to tlu porrcy. if fIOt to tlu ra1 •• tion Ilf llu Blat.:' , 
:' Mr- Ftn: tmd Mr. ,Slieridan bot1l rOBe to .. cond 1M motion. 

Mr. SheridlUl in-support of the motion, said. that 
much lUI ~e right ,honorable gentleman wu entitled 
generally, to the prabie. of: sbility ~hp cert8inly had 
Dot on that occasion, advaoced BDy argument which 
could make i. necessary for hiln, or any gentleman, 
&0, riM; especially after ,the' ('lear and' explicit 
atl8wer of his right honorable friend. There wd 
Bothing to reply ~; notb.iog to refute; a ecm'fiocillg" 
pl'(Xlf that the mot.loo which had been made .0.' ably, 
aud in the support of whicll hi. right honorable 
friend (Mr. Fox) .had wielded his Herculean club, 
'91'811 unanswerable, : .AJllbe puoyeft'ortB I1fthe other 
llide ,wresiS\: the blow. of that plub" served ooly te, 
ellpoNl .. them ,more, to t4e e;yes of the hou.e. io. the 
uoequal conflict ;-theywere eshausted ,in .argu. 
meot. But hia right honorable friend Wft. Bot e ... 
hausted.. His ~cb ~~ fruitful miod had produced 
the new and nreslltlble arguments which: they' 
had giveDeC>nviction to· eyery ,thinking mind.. 
.But the opposite side of the house, Mr. Sherida. 
nid, 'Were oot ooly ijred but. exhausted.-They 
were &ired of beiog compelled fA). sit aad hear acco. 
I8tiolll heard I and w!Ach. whatever might be the, 
te",". which they wuld Dot refute J tired of ea.. 



durinlr' tbe', scourge" and ef . being obliged at the 
same time to kiM. the rod ; . tired of their OWD Inp. 
porters", whose clumsy defences served not only to 
aggravate theiuufi'ering, but to disgust their taste. 
Anti thult eUausted. and spiritlel!! they &at in de­
jected .silence, and left the field to their conquering 
enemy. Ever till now, he said,. the right honor­
able gentleman (Mr. Pitt) had at least. made the 
shew ofingenuity; he had alwayasaid IOmething in 
vindication of the measures he had taken, or in 
support of the confidence which he claimed. But 
now ~e .looked round with a supplicating eye, and 
pressed allies iuto the service, from whose aid, 
howev.er, he did Dot profit, and whose excll8eS even 
be was forced to deprecate. Such was. the litu­
ation in which the opposite side stood, and with 
such cemplete triumph were the arguments.of hi. 
honorable friends to go forth into the country. . 
. - He· could not. however,' say, that there had­
been nothing· DeW advanced on the opposite 
side. The right honorable gentleman had im­
parted two pieces of important information; the . 
one good, and the other bad. The bad point 
·was,· .. that it was· utterly impossible for him to 
say' when the armed negotiation might ~ con­
cluded,. the answer might come in a week; but it 
might be a fortnight, a month, two months, or three 
mouths." Thll8 -the house was told that there was 
DO reasou to believe, that though Britain had anned 
to-give vigour, dignity, and effect, to the negocia­
tion of the cabinet, they hall DO knowledge, 01" 

even -conjecture,. of the time when it con1d be -ef­
fectuaL This was bad new., as it proved that firm­
_ and decision,. which onght to be the aatura1 
companions of an armament, were waating; and 
that though they had put the nation to all the ex­
pen.e. and had commi~ its charad.er to the eye 
of -Europe, they bad not sent a message which must 
draw from the court of B.u.ia a, ~1 and un­
equivocal answer.' The point of information whicla 
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be 'considered 88 good news;''Wa&,:1I disaovery whiolrl 
the right honorable gentleman' had :made, . 'that, in' 
case, of the apprehension'of an invasionl His Ma..:l 
jesty might . ',convene the parliament 'infourteeQil 
days. He had not been extremelyaeeurate'onthc) 
point;' but it wai his opinion, that if, when we had' 
sent our fleet to the Baltic, it 'should be' discovered' 
that there was an intention in the Empres9 toinvade4 
this country, the king might exercise bis undonbted" 
prerogative, and convene' the 'parliament in fonr-! 
teen days.'. Tbis· opinion was.important'; for, as" 
the .. ight Jionorable gentleman! WIl8' going into thel 

, cabinet, it was of consequence to,the house to know;~ 
that they would bave, the recommendation of the t 
right honorable gentleman., for this exercise of the J 

power which was vested in the crown. ' , 
, No man, Mr. Sberidan said, was disposed to deny I 

the two"prerogatives, of making' peace and war,' 
Bnd of proroguing parliament;, ,but he would make i 
this unqnalified declaration, tbat the prerogative of! 
making peace·and war 'was not to beexercisctil 
without Consulting.tbe <two houses of parliament,1 
when they could be, consulted., The prerogative} 
certainly ,ought not: to be -exercised :Wlthout such. 
consultation '; and he would add, that it could not,' 

, without material detriment to tbe crown, and with.l 
out endangering the best interests of thecountry~' ' 
The two' houses were the, best and soundest advisers. 
of the king i-for tbough he possessed the advan-. 
tage of a privy council (the selection of tbe privyl 
council, called the cabinet, was nnknown to the! 
constitutioll) the true and legitimate advisers wbich' 
tbe crown was bt)und to refer to, was the commonII' 
lind lords· honses of parliament. It might happen' 
IJndoubtedly; that thecrowlI might be', obliged;" 
from external circumstances, to declare war' at thel 

, time he.could not consult the two houses of parlia-' 
ment. It· was', troe,.' and itWaB 'a defect in the 
constitution; .It was a calamity, Mr. Sberidan said, 
to which therefore the naliol), might be oecasionallY' 
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subject. But would tbey covet t1lat !ritDatlon by 
choice, which was a IlecelJjlity and a fault P Would 
tbey volontarily put themselves into a litoatioo in 
which tbey could oot derive the fair benefits of the 
constitution which W88 our bout i' Mr. Sberidan 
delired, that they shoDld not be called on to make 
this sacrifice of their duty; be desired, that tbat 
which .W88 their rigbt, a. truly 88 the 'prerogative 

. of declaring war W88 the right of the kmg, namely 
the right of advising the crown, might not he IDr­
reodered by their owo lupineness, nor dered to 
be taken from them by the act of ministerl. The' 
address to the crown, which they had voted, saying 
generally that they would make good the expense. 
Of the armament, was, in truth, an nnlimited vote 
of credit; and this he averred was an act which 
the commons bonse of parliament had no right to 
do, consistently wilh tbe compact which lub8isted 
betweeo them and their constituents. The King;, 
be lIBid, mnst not dare to violate hi. compact with 
the people; and in like, manner the compact be­
tween tbat bouse and the people of Engfand was 
eqnally binding. and by pnling an unlimited vote 
of credit, they bad done that whicb they bad no 
rigbt to do. If they Ihould be told that they ougbt 
not to require previolD- information, .. the purse 
WBI still left to them, JUr. SheridaB laid, be de­
nied it. They bad surrendered the pune-stringt; 
they were to be separated and flent adrift; and 
the key of the atrong box of England was left in 
the bllDdll of the right honorable gentleman. He 
W88to draw on tbe poblic for wbat 80mS be pleased ; 
1I8Y, and without ever pledging himself that at any 
future time be would esplain to the coontry wbat 
_ the tme meaniug of bis porsuit. Wbat he had 
said 011 a former day, io the way of promise, did 
not amount to wbat a learned gentleman (Sir Elijab 
Impey) bad said; and it w .. more explicit thaD 
what the right honorable gentleman blmself bad 
~Jlected. Something between the two, Mr. Sh .. 
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ridan said, struck his memory; as being the _to,. 
tion. . It was evident .that the promise ·which: he . 
bad- made on the affair of the· Spanish armament, 
and which he had broken, had taught him pru, 
dence; and he'was now cautiouS'. how he promised 
·to give them any satisfaction at any time. On the 
Spanish armament, he had directly promised them: 
to explain the whole of the negociation ;-buton its 
close, not 'one explanation had been given :-if he 
bad kept his word, he would have convinced every 
tentleman of the· iinpolicy, injustice, and folJy or 
the whole measure. Mr. Sheridan concluded, with 
observing, that the experience of that armament 
ought to· make them cautioUS' .on thi.; Bnd he 
thought ·that they ought to come to a resolation, 
declaring that the house should receive from ~i­
nisters, at a futoN time, a full and explicit disclosure 
of all the, circumstances of this armed negociatlon; 

, that they might be able to judge of the policy and 
wisdom of the measure, on which, without ex­
planation, ministers had demanded the confidence· 
and the money of the people of England ... 

71rc lunue divid<d OIl tJu gvestitm; IJ!IU, '7D; """,170. 

JUNB 3. 

REPORT OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE' A~­
POINTED TO EXAlIlINE THE SEVERAL PAPElI:S 

. RELATING TO THE PUBLIC INCOME .AND 
EXPENDITURE. 

Mr. SHERIDAN rose, and said, he rejoiced tbat 
they were now in a form to examine with accuracy, 
whether his assertions and rredictions on the state 
of the finances, or those 0 the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, had been verified by facts. and events.· 
The committee need· not be alarmed at the number 
of the resolutions which he meant to move (forty) 
although they were, he believed, one for. every 
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lJlember; present; because, being founded on. the 
reports of the revenue committee. of 1786 aod ,1791, 
it required but little argument to support them. Jt 
.was unnecessary, he said, for bim to pre .. on the 
attention of the, committee,. that no .ubject could 
be more important, than whether or not parliament 
,was doing its duty to the public on the Mtate of the 
finances ,-was exhibiting a true acconnt of theil' 
actual situation, and watching over enry circum:­
~ce in the t:eceipt and expenditnre of the mo~ 
,levied on the people, with the attention that thell' 
,duty to their constituents required. , 

Experience shewed, tbat all the circumstances of 
domestic economy, in which nation. were formerly 
. interested, the patriotism of their rulers, and the 
characters of this or that great man, were becom­
.iog daily of less importance, excepting the manage­
ment of public money, and the mode of taking it 
from the people. 'Vhen he considered thi" he Mid, 
he could not but be .urprisedat the conduct of 
the hoWle of commons, on a subject to whicli 
he thought they could not be 100 attentive. Instead 
of attention, he had ,obso"ed, for many year., a 
remissness, which was far hom creditable. From 
the examination of public accouuts they seemed to 
.hrink as from a task, which was either not withiu 
their province, or abO'Ve their comprehension. Re­
venue regulatioOl and tax bills they appeared to , 
consider as things which they were to 'fote 00 

'confideuce in the minister; notwithstanding the 
multitude of provisions which they generally con­
tained, by almost every one of which the liberty of 
.the IlUbject was more or less connected. In conse­
quence of this confidential carelessness, Mr. Sheridan 
aaid, he had never been able to get a tax bill 
printed, though .he had often atteJ!lpted it-an at.­
tempt in which he was persuaded he must at length 
IiIlCceed; for it was not to be believed tbat the 
house would persevere iJl passiog bills. cootaining 
• great variety.. ,of important and complicated 
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t:lauses,<withmit taking the' erdinal1, mealls to CQIll>' 

prehend anll understand tbem..., " ' ,', 
• It willi Dot a little, -extraordinary •. he said, that 

'Whew tbeY' , had appoiriteda 8elect committee to 
examine and revise the .report of the comwi.ttee. of 
1786jdoa'i1he .state of ,the public revenue and ex­
pense, -wheD the 'COmmittee ,of., 171H had made an 
llstimate lof" tbe probable, expense, of tbe. future 
peace establisbment. exceeding the estimate of tbe 
committee~of.,J786by,bal£ a million, that'the 
holise had l'eceived that estimate 'without asking a: 
single question respectingo the cause of inl'rease ~ 
and had voted supplies for tbe peace establishp;lent 
of the ,current Yflar,independently ofthe armament, . 
exceeding the increased estimate Ily 800,0001., with­
out, 88ingle reason;assigned why the peace.cOsta­
blisbment of 1791 should be greater than tbat;o£ I 

future years, was expected.to bel, ,It was equall, 
extraordinary that the committee of 1791 told the 
bouse that the revenue had risen balf a million above, 
the estimate of 1786,'and that the permanent ex~ 
pense bad risen above the estimate in the same pro~ 

, portion; 80 that all tbe produce of new taxes, of 
arbitrary and oppressive regulations, of the unjusti­
fiable exteusion of the excise la WI since 17'86, bad 
gone to the support of new establisbments, and not, 
,to the reduction of .the public debt. It was not,the 
duty' of the select committee to inquire iuto tbe il1<o 
crease of tbe 4stablisbments. Tbey had, bowever, 
made an estimate of it in their report, and such was. 
the result of it, that the bouse had received it witho~ 
tbe least surprise. Were all historian to give a" 
account of the afFail'll of Europe since 1786, in, his 
chapter of finance; after detailing the situatiOll- 9f 
other states, he might naturally Bay," Wben,ow., 
look to Great Britain, after the inquiry that she hacl 
institnted, and the principles of, economy ,·that ' she 
had laid down, we must suppOse that ,she was avail+ 
ing herself of the quiet of .her ouly formidable riva11 
and that the security which she consequentlyenjoyecJ. 
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wu employed in. !'educing her establiabmen4 and 
applying her increased re"enue to conquer the only 
enemy sbe had to dread-her national debt." In • 
• ad of thit. we bad beea increaaiog all the mean • 
• f defence in proportion at our security increaaed I 
and our minister •. had thougbt it their duty to look 
oot for new enemie., when }'ranee ceased to be the 
object ef our dread. Mr. Sheridan "aid. he hacJ 
heard the extraordinary increue of the revenue, 
exnltinglyeated b1 an honorable gentleman (M.-. 
Steele) before Uhnstmu.; iD opposition ·to whicb. 
Mr. Sberidan nid, he had theD _rted, that the 
average receipt. "inee 1786, did not amonot to the 
estimate of 1786,. and the report of tbe committee 
DOW proved tbe assertion. In that anrage be could' 
DOt include the receipt of the last year, because he 
"ad nut. the aceountaof it before him •. But be ad­
mitted, that it had been great, and .boold, by and 
by, explain from what circumlitaocell., . • 

The Committee of 1186 toond the anonal 
. , amoont of permanent taxes .at . .£ J 2,042,691 
'1'bey had estimated it at - 12,797,47l 
It produced in 1786 11,836,531 

FaDing short of the estimate, - ,960,940 

The CbaneellClr of the Eschequer. eoDtinue4 Mr. 
Sheridan, whowe basio_ it _ to ,.. public cre­
dit as he eould, that he might 1_ &II liuJe at- poe­
tibJe of hi. oWDpre80lyeci to get rid of thillde6eieoey, 
and to lICl'ewup tbe.noual receipt by eveif'! poAibJe 
means. It Wat highly' proper to do th .. ; bot it 
ought to have been done openly, on a fairltalement 
of the caolle, inlltead .f being done by wbat wat 
called regolatiOll of taXe!, whieh were iu man,. 
eueII new lase., aod other indirect method.. " 

It Wat a faille principle, that the true ltate of the 
finanCe! Wat not to be told to the pubbe. Berng 
once fairly and booeRJy lIIated, and< CJpeD aotl 
aYOWeel m-. ~ to J'eIIl(We UIJ deficiency, 
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public credit' "oulc:iincrea..~ wiili public tonfidence~ 
As"one instance'of indirect revenue,' thii'assessejf 
duties, on pretence of-frauds and evrurions,' 'werJ 
IransfelTed from the excille to the stamp'office'l' anti 
ihstead of the usual mode of presuming every mad 
to be.inooeent till he was 'proved guilty, 'e'l'ery mall 
we8presumeli te be 'a' defaulter, who could not prove 
that he' was' IIOt., , Under the threat ofa rigotoUll' and; 
eq,ensiv. ellchequer process, it was assumed·thatl 

• RO',inaD had 'paid at the .excise office,' and all were 
ealled _UpOD.tol,pay -at the tax office., Those :whol 
had paid and had mislaid theirreceipta,orwho'didr 
Rllt lik~ .trooble,'conld not apply at the elllCise office, 
.. they were told they' might do, to have the pay ... 
inent made there Teturned, and by this mode. a con., 
'aiderable NUDJ/WaS obtaioed~ but certainly in a.!Very. 
unfqir yv,a y • of ,t.xatioD.. Something similar ~o this> 
happened when.;/O lillY' cent.·· was" added to ,the as",? 
Assed dnties, as partofthewaY8,and.means"forthll! 
expense. of, the,Spaniiih' armament;"About thretll 
months after, the collector eame'at Lady Dayi and! 
dem~ded 10 p~.c~ntnot ,for-III qna~eI', ~utforal 
whole year.. WIth JUst lUI inllch propnety,lO POInt. 
ot' principle;mighi ·he lJavedemanded.it,for"teiL 
years. All tbese.indirect modes .of raising ·money.> 
did .harm. _Retrospeiltil7e taxes deprived the con ... 
fiumer ofthe'option,whicb he ollght,to,_have, of 1lsing' 
or 'not u8ing-the thing taxed; they insult!ld the feel .. 
mg'. of men, and taught them to consider taxes not 
as a fllR-, alld 'llece_ry: ,contribution for the public< 
benent, bllt aa a harslt aud. unexpected imposition., 

The ave~age of 1.786' and l'78'7 waS . J!l 2,295;«')63 
Le.s than the estimate by .;..... _ - QOl,808 
The average of ] 786, '87, 88; waa - 12,468,09~ 
Less than the estimate by' - _ 329,376' 
The average of i7~6, 81, 88, 89 '- U,653,53T 
Less than the esti~ate by'. - ,. _ 143,93", 

. Thus all the tlCcounta in which the great increase 
of the'revenue had been.blazoned iOrth~ ior iOta 
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~ears, bad b.eeu circul~e~ fortb. purpose of delod­
.. g the pubhc, and ObtalDlDg lUI euy concurrence tq 
the, pr~gre8si~e, increa,se of annual expense... iJ 

The average oU 786; 87. 88, ~ 901 .£ 12,879,308 
EltceediDgi the e!Jtimate by : .~ ...... 8),8371 
I' U the:oalculations,· Mr. Sheridan I&id, were mad_ 
en .be amount of the permanent. tales; and· the laael' 
and. malt., the r.etlult would b • .-tiU mo .... unfavorabl_ 
to the eatimate, of the -eommittee ott 1786;. That 
eommittee, beside. tbe taxes on wbich they calCUli ' 
JsIied. pointed eut yarioDl·additioaal·aid., 80 thattbe 
public h~ .. a, r!ght to ellpeoh'COII8iderable IUl'plu 
above, ~ eRlmate. The Chanoel\otl of tile Ell" 
-c:heq~er had notbeen,sparin~of re.gulatiODIJ; he haG 
modIfied aocl amended tax bills wlth all the eft'ect of 
new. taxes, and Ilxteaded the' odiourr fJ)IlJteDt of eJIoI 

m-i' and yet. with all these helJII" the, average ptoll 
dace. ofthe·reY81IIlet' linoe,tiJ-* e.timatewum8de,j 
gne only the inconsiderable exee. above rrtated_ 
Gentleulell' must own, that there neve, was a periodI 
more favorable to the increaseof'thete¥enU8 in alli .. 
branches, or than which a more faYOrable one coolcb 
beexpeeted. Now"iD the produce of 1700, whie. 
aloaehadaaved the credit of the oommittee of 1786" 
efta. iD' appearancet,.. there. were eirctJlD8tan_ 
which .contribated to _ell the. amow that could; 
DOt be expected to be permanent.. The produce 0' 
the, fifty~tbird. week, which came in oal1 onoe in Ii .. 
years, was 193,()()Ol. By tbe, additional dotiel OBi 
spirits, impaaed before Chrillt«eea, about l00,oool.; 
had been brougbtioto-tbeaeeonotoftbatyear,whieJt; 
'Was only lIDlIDticipation 0(. tbe r_ipt of the nen.. 
The duties· on spirits exceeded what they P"" 

'4nced in. J786, by OOO,oOOL There was also .... 
extraordinary increase on tea, wood, and tobauo, 
11 had always been admiHed, that pnUing tobaceo· 
~ndei the excise law., would increase the reveau& 
,(or a short time i but it lI'U denied that the increase" 
.. ooId .b& perma.nent. Itremaioed .to, bel8eD 
ylletber it. wooId be 10 or DOti 'I'M _miltw 06 
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it791 saia' tlie -inCrease' of reienul might: lie' r~1ied 
... becailse.itwu On-articleS of generalconsump­
tWD>' . Tlie articles stated were" 110'; but, on many 

. otliel'articles ofg'eilliral consumption tliereoappeare,d 
frem the account. to bea decrease. In tlietWll'la~ 
yea .... 240,oooZ;. had been ta~ell' oill;, of the liana .. of 
die, Receirer-GeuVal of the; Customs, wliich' 'wli's 
_idered,as aHloatin ... baJanee'lioHikely'to bll 
diminished,;". bnt wlietlie~ dimmisheel"ol' not, It could 
not e6ulIi ·in aie;10f future yean.;; )... "L.',,;t , 
,,'On) looking' at'. tliese,,'landother· .rticle8~"Mjt. ' 
Slieridan.aid, ,hetJid nGt tliiuk tliabithe reeeipt' 'Of 
1190 would be' 'pa-manent. ;, Tlie -select committe!! 
hacl 'very properl] distrusted the receipt oftlia~ yeli~. 
and founded, thlll!"" estimate· on "an' avefe.ge of tlirell 
;_, As Jie~eant to fo¥0'Y theirre~ U',c\os'ely 
.. he Icould;· ,hlS resolutlonfl' wf!Jte foanded 011" that 
ay-erage.; , ,Tlie 'ea:psnditnr& since' 1788" exc~eded~ 
0Ili ti.n average,; the; calculation: ~f ~he C()lIImitte8'''':y 
~utone 'milliorl. ,I 'Thill.exClesa hadbeeli defrayeil 
by e~traordiD\l.rr I aids;" wbichowme· nowl first:' pr"'Ol­
perly hrougbt'forwatd,: arid' ~laS8edinthe report' 'of 
the Belecl1 committee.,'"The1amolmted' ~'8iit·lJtlil~ 
lions ~! and "'Y- 10, mach'sincE!' 178$ liad! ehs' 'annolil 
Cflt'(Iellltl 'exceedeCl' thl! 'pimnarlent' annual: ihooiltet, 
From'the &cceUlltl,bf extraordinari aidli,the ',comi. 
mitteeexcluded the Dutcfi:loan r noW' jf the install 
m~nts ~'l 'Y~ich ~ ,wlI/rrepaid ,weril'.pa.iddiliti,,~e 
haiuu 0 • the commissioners for redUCing' the publIc 
.bt, that'exclusion wonla beopropeJ'{but as the, 
were added to the wa18 IBIld meaD' of. tbe' eUr'ren' 
y,811.T;the repaynients'wuUldbe spent. ,_hil6 the aBi 
nnity' oDwhicb the' principal waSr tiaised?l'emainedi 
and would be .' milCh, 'an additioll to' the pu'blic 

.deliteil any Gther wba,evet. He'wa. .. nlit I_iul'l 
piisea.,he' laid, at anotherpalliage~o' tli4fre~ 
Mtet 'stating: theextraordlDllpY aids; ,;t 'add~1li 
~ &om'the natureGf the lll'ticle ... ,\lIhii:hha¥i~"cio~ 
pdeed theSe extraoniinar)"'aids;' it U" evid'ebtly irii:l 
poaible'to form auy 81tima.te of' wbat' fa'rther i'eceip1 
. BBi 
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:may be'expected under BUcb. of tbose head., as can 
-recurm future." This seemed to imply, thatlOme 
'.of thOlle aids might be expected to be efficient, or , 
ilbat IOmething considerable migbt be still expectect 
.tfrom the wbole .• He asserted, that none 01 tbem 
·~uld.be efficienUo any degree, excepting tile lottery. 
>.The :respited.,arrear. from. tbe India company, 
.amounting to 622,500L being paidr could produce 
lJIothing f')1\ a future year. Tbe arreara of land and 
malt due before 1786 laad, gradually diminiabed te 
.a ?Very amall IUm, and were noW' exhausted. Of the 
'jmpresa monies and monies repaid, amounting fa 
.820,1661., 600,0001. )Was received froiD the India 
,Company for Ibe expense of troopain India. Thi. 
4IIIgbt rather to be considered u a, loan tban an aid, 
becanse it was, a claim wbich the company IWl al­
ways disputed.. ,A rigbt honorable gentleman (:Mr, 
Dundas) had. indeec:\,.lIlid, "let UI f.e& the money. 
Ad iee,holf, they, ,will get it -back;' but if ,th_ 
!wu not, .,certaln management, ,be would not. .. y, 
.eolI.usion, between government and tbe company, 
,theJ:e Could be little doubt, but tbat tbey wonJd get 
it back on tbe fair coDBtrnction of the act of parli.­
ment, on whic:h it was demanded. Tbilappeved 
t.o .we11 the payment. IInder that lIead for the Jut 
two years to a,large amonnt;hnt if it were de.­
ducted, the .produce of imprest mODi .. and moni .. 
repaid, Jlad fallen to nolhing.,. " 

Tbe.repayment. of the Dutch loan, Mr. Sheridan 
laid, .. he bad already &hewn, mOlt either be ap­
plied to . theext.iaction of .debt, or tbe IU.Dl lent, 
added to tbe increase of Juoded debt. The ramy 
!Javings, which, had ariaeo from the iuoea of the 
.. ar, WeN DO longer productive; in IIhort, Dot one 
of tbe beada of extraordinary aid. conld he looked 
to ill future, exceptiogthe1ottery,ifparliameDtMIoold 
ahinJr. Jit t.o continue it; and he ahonld never think 
the fiBaaee& Ql a Bouriahing lituation wbiLrt IOmi .... 

. (:bievouaa _tee 11'311 rel1011ed. 10. ,.8ueh, being the 
~ pniIIpeCt of J.be meaDe, what 11'311 tbe &tate 
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orthe expenditure? The ~ortl1riittelJ"o£1786listiJ 
mated the navy at 1,8oo,OOOl.-;' the< 'committee of. 
:l7~1 estimated it at 2,ooO,Oool;- "What confidence 
could the public gire to 1IUch estimates, whell they 
Il8W' such'1I0 increase; ,without, any reason assigned 
for it, and wheiJtbey saw it'suni 'v'oted ,for the'cur"­
rent- year <considerably exceeding tbe highest esti­
mate? The committee of li~l had not stated,any, 
time at which a peace establishment., according to. 
their estimate, might be expected;: and ill forbear.. 
ing to do this, they had beell wiser than their _prede­
cessor!!., He wished that ,ministers 'Would trY,8\ 
peace establishment, if it were but a year or two, bY' 
way of experiment, 'to see how the circumstance' of 
the country ,could beat" it. ,The estimate, of, the 
army in 1786,' was ·1,600,0001" io 1791; it, wa. 
1,748,8421: Theol'dnaI1ce In 1786, was 348,OOOI,~ 
in 1791, it was 375,OOOl.' The noble duke, at th~ 
bead of the ordnance, stated such reasou8 for the in. 
crease, .',shewed that, new'articles 'were' alway. 
,likely to' arise, and that no 'estimate' was to be de~ 
pended 'on. ' The' noble duke, who was a grea~ 
economist, and had many qualities that /itte,d him 
for his department, if he were not 80 great 'Rn 
engineer, added' reasons to his estimate; an~ then 
shewed how little faith was due to it.' , " 
, ' Mr. Sheridan said, that he had now canvassed the 
heads on which the 1't!solutions were founded J and 
,he t;equested, that when the Chancellor of the 'Ex~ 
cheqaer heard them moved, he would not negative 
or move the previous question upon them, llllle&l he 
could ,shew that, they were' false. He said thill, 
because he had moved resolutious on the report ot 
the ,c;ommittee of 1786, which, though as clear in 
point of fact, from the report, as' that two and tw.(] 
make fool', the right honorable gentleman' had ne­
g-atwed, on preteoce that they contained facts in; 
need, bot facts which' it was not ueceSllItTJ te declare, 
It was hardlYllecessary, Mr. Sheridan laid, to rea, 
the whole of them, J.>ecaus&they were'flot a .erieso 





";Mr. Sheridan iittid, thai his bbj~ct 'Was "hot ~ereIY' 
'to sta~ factsalld figures for the juformation of t'be 
bOllSe and 'the eoimtry, lie wanted li~ewise some­
fbing to be done;-"he wanted the hpnseto disap­
prove of the extraordinary expense, that the minister 
migbt be cal1ed wfot an explanation; "If the ex­
pense of tbe establiShmeilts; 'beobServed,sbou).d still 
increase withtbe revenue, a syswmwould he 'esta­
"b.li~hed of tbe m.0st lavish prodi,gality. T,heprop'o­
lIltionl of the Tight bonorable gentleman, he sal~, 
Were in general fair and explici~; with tlJe first, 
however, lIe could not concu~ Tbe income of there 
five la8t year. bad not exceeded the estimate of the 
ilOmmiUee of 1 '186 i" foi' tbey had asserted, that if 
certain laws .,..ere en,acted fO,r tbe protection of the 
'taxes, ~hey would produce so much more. On that 
ground be would negative the first resolution. They, 
had likewise said, tbat tbe extraordinary expenses 
woul~ be defrayed by: the extrllordinary receipts; 
-in tbls toil they bad failed, for a loan bad beeome 
necesSary. " " , , 

.roNB 6. 

- BIlPO:aT 01' 'f1lB .-mANCB COMllllTTiuc 01' 1791. 

"Mt." SSEluDANexpressed 'bls satisfaction, ~ill~t 
the adjournment of tbe consjderatiol,l of bis resolu­

: lions. bad taken' place, as it had giveo tbem tiine to 
consider them, and be was sure tbat tbe inore they 
were considered, tbe more tbey would be acquiesced 
in. He observed, that it would be the less ,neces­
lary for him to trouble the house at any length,,!s 
he had gone intg the subject only on Friday last. 
He was, he said, sorry to i,leclare that he must differ 
f(Om the resolutions which had been ~rought fo\"­
ward by the right bonorable gentleman, (Mr. Pitt). 
Those resolutions 1!I'ere extremely short, 'ilnd few in 
number; his own resolutions were much !Dore DU· 
merous. ''fhe first statement of tl;ie right honorable 
'relltleman over the way, was, .. that the ,average 
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J)rQduoe.d~lIg *bs.laat. ~¥e yean pl, the. taxaim­
.JIO~!1 previoUli ,to ,the, year 1186, had. e:x.~eeded the 
.l\mOlint expected by -tbe committee •• appointed ,in 
,tlll; J'ear l'ib9 to, examine the _public incomeUid 
· expenditure." .; Tbat re80lution.l\lr. Sheridan, .aid, 
he D.\un, contradict. T~ 4lther resolution .,f tbe 
right bonorable geDdemllD" be ob8erved, mer.ely· 
.Ii~ted~ tpat all the expe.nditure "f the la&t five yea ... 
,pad been defrayed either by the ordinary income, by 
extraordinary income, or by certaia SUBlII that bad 
lIcen.borrowed; which no doubt was exactly tbe 
:;oiethod by which theexpen4iture in all partlof the 
,;w.of~d mUlit be defrayed; in 8ucbinformation. there­

'fore, there Wall. nothing very .important or very 
• striking'. . . 
J :Mr. Sheridan, baving read over, ina IUmmary 
way, the seveD re801uti0D8 brought forward by the 
,Chancellor of the Exchequer, declared, that h. CQQ­
ceived they did not contain any great intelligence. 
He said, he tbought it bi, duty to go more at knjtth 

· into tbe subject; and he had endeavored to .bew 
.bow diffident aCQmmittee should be, when they 
were endeavoring to prove, what wfluld be tbe p~ 
bahle amount of onr future revenue and expenditlu'e. 

, The committee of 1786 on that lubject, fell .hort 
by abogt 900,000/.; and he contended, that all the 
aocounu which year after year bad been laid before 
the public by the right honorable gentlemab, were 

'absolutely fallacious, and tbat the predictions of the 
select committee, bad .completely fail"d. lie Ilad 
tbought it a part of hi. duty, AIr. Sberidan said, to 

: shew, tbat the average of two, three, and foor yean, 
bad fallen considerably sbort of the lum e..timated; 

· and tbat the extraordinary resoorces of last year bad 
been very great.aod had enabled tbem to say. that 

· 00 the average' of the last five yt'8l'11, tbe income did 
'exceed tbe el~oditure by about 61,000/. The 
· right honorable geotlemao bad not only, he said, 
'tbought It sufficient to state that oor expetU18 bad 
b~D def,,!yed .II,. oor, income" bot be bad' also 
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.thought it right and necessary to,state what tile eDOIlor 
DlOUS amount 'of thosel expensesdu141 be~""in~."tll~ 
,course of the last. five years, and the re!lOJm:e~ .l$«i,; 
. and to direct the attentioll of the 'pu~li~ to the onfOTI'! 
.• unate·circumstance'of its not:being likely, that Pllf 
expenses would, diminish,'when.o~ extraordi",al,'J 
resources.were nearly exhausted. .' " .. ' :;'.~~, 

'I'here· was, Mr. Sheridan said. another ,singu., 
lar circumstance l1ighlyworthyof' observ"tiollf 
:D8mely, that the finance committee of 1786" with,,~ 
great degree of confidence, ha.d laid down a -p~a;c41 
.establishment that was to have taken place at the 
end of the year 1.790; the repor~ of the committ64i! 
'of 1791 had added between 4 and 000,0001. to that 
peace eHtablisbment, without alleging 1l single rea.l 

_ ,son for so· great an increase. He said. he ha~ 
.ta~ed that fact, merely to shew what little reJianc~ 
was to be had Oli the committee of 1786; and he be .. 
lieved tbat committee was just as likely to be righf 
as the committee of 1791. . .Mr. Shetidancon: 
tended. that wbiJs~ an annuity to the amount, of 
111,0201. had been redeemed by the commissionersl 
on behalf of the public, in the form of debt re~puJ:~ 
chased, an annuity of four times that amount was 
proposed to be entailed on the nation in the form of 
lAcreased establishment. He wished. be said, to 
come to hia last resolutiotl, which if the committee 
would grant him, he would willingly agree towave all' 
the rest. He thought he had a right to ha~e that reso:: 
lulion granted him, simply on the ground of the dif~ 
ference between the report of the finance committee 
of 1786. and tbat of 1791, witb' regard' to 'th~ 
amount of the peace establishment.; Here Mr. She.! 
ridan read his last resolution to the committee, whicR 
was," that upon a due consideration of all these cir~ 
cumstan('es and accounts, this committee feel it td hq 
tbeir indispensable duty to declare that tbe great in­
crease proposed to' the permanent· peace establishl, 
ment in the report ofthe select committee of 179f, 
nugb~ not to be considered as reeeivinl?: ,c?un~n.an~t 
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_ .. "approbatIon nom the house 01 common. until the 
cau.se.t of the same' shall be' fully 'exF,llrined, lind the 

,beceSiity of them made rnanifeHt.' If the com~ 
mitte'e would but giYehim the last resolution, (Mr'. 
Sheridan repeated) he was ready to ~ve' 'up aft 
the rest. HI! tben concluded with movmg hi, fir.t 
resolution" viz. .. that' it appear. that the select 
eoinmitfee of 17861roceeded upon a lupposition# 
that.: 'the annual an permanent taxes tben IUbsist­
ing were likely to prodoce anmia"y tbe 10m of 
'16,397,4711." " . 

, _ ''I'M ~ ~ptd lIIe9'IUIUmlJfJtllh,..,.IuIUm,Mf. piI, _l"" tlIIlIIIdnIent, tIuJt tfun iIutuJd fie "tldMi tile fIJt1rth, .. inc/ud. 
~ tllel_ tu, J,II61,BOOL; tult,632,300J.; _ tile,."..,.. 
ttt-.12,797,4711.", , , " . 
, Mr. HalI&t.tul ttlIorDttl tlud tiler. Aatl, intlntl, 6tm II UJDtjul tltfo 
eimeg i .. tile inamu! oltlle jirlt 11-, 1786,fr'" UJM' it 1rot/6tm 
.wd ." lIIe .. hd _mitt«. BIll then _ ..tltitog. IIe.nd, 
ajllir _~ ... lIU ptWtiaditr 1IfJIf'. 1786, IIfIII "..14li~ 1M, 
-tortmu4e tk}itimty of it .- tile tIOtrq." fill tile DIbert. E...., 
1ItID' Ma, the iIIeome of tile I:t1lDIlry W .... 4. Arul UJ"JI 
I/roald IIOt g...tkmm; ituUtId Of ttI~ .... IIM'qe of tlu J- firtt 
~, ts/rJt .... IIfItIYlg. vhiel -uti fie • .-eA """..!-'able. -.t tie 
tw.,. 110m """, Tie "'" 11<' loti ... tAonI /lllflPlied tie dqi­
cieaey of tile finL Mr. HalI&t.tul """ - til ,;rUJI IIngt" inttI 
~ calndatimu, atul .pd UJitl II rJieUJ to ".".,. tlud the ruohd_ t.:::u, SheridaJI ..,.,.. "'" JIIIDfIk4, fIut tlud tile r..,hd_ oj tie 

or oj tile ~ __ ~/e 1111Mb. 
,.'. . . . . 
, Mr. Sheridan said, wby should the honorable 
gentleman wish to leave out tbe banefnl year 1786. 
and yet avail himself of the prosperous 1790? Tbil ' 
difference, 80 striking in the produce of differeot 
years, was easily accounted for. l1eaos would be 
contrived. by wbich tile income of ooe year might, 
for. particular purpose. be swelled out, and the de- . 
ficjency made to fall upon the neIt; and that with a 
vie"!!! of making the iucome of tbe country appear 
;.n a more advantageous light tban it could reaUt 
!iear. .., was the case with the iucome of tbe. 'year 
previOll8 to J i86. Hence proceeded the defiCleDC[ 
which. 'according to tbe honorable gentlemao', BI- , 
pression, bad so woefuI1y faIlen upon that year. 
From tbe lBDle cause, be would veotore to predict.. 
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tbat tbe income of the present year would not be­
equal to that of tbe preceding. Tbat tbe extraor­
diuary expenses, w(lreou,t o~ ;,tbl'. vie~, Qf, tbe co~ 
mittee of 1786, 'Mr. Sheridan deDied to be the case; , 
\lilt ~" ba~}, 119 j)bje~ou to ~e right honor.ble gentle­
JIl!lJl')! Aln:!~nlhpel)t,.;jf ~e I;igJJfell ;wer.e :rigbt.The 
f&iR:w!o/ ~f ~k.illIg thil land and malt taJes, he .aid, 
\f.a8 ;-on tb~ .nnual' .pr'pduce; rincluclliig ,the · .. rrears 
of ,(o''Per-, y~lU'JI l'jlid: w; .be~lJSe tbe jaJter1lVonld~ 

,01,1 n.ll !l tl;ll'Jlg:e, lie pret,ty, equal. . ,'.l'he pro.dllce. "IVaI 
~v~~iIlculv.t/!d. no(!, tb.e interest. of ext'heqller Mls, 
(ro,l,1l ~bI'W.yj)fJilakiJJg ,D¥ the acoonDt.'~as an.der~ 
Jj~e,d, Plaking .. ,difference ()f more than,40,ooDL,. 
'Y~Il»'··rr:. !',""~~ •.. ".~:,.:, : .' ',: ':'::< ,,:,,_". !': ~·:.1' 

Mr. P~ ... 4 ¥r. Rsot nut 1pOkt; , " " 
.' , t ' • -: "i ~ "f ' . 

'Mr. Sheridan replie~, t~a~ i~ .diflc~tes ,of the 
J'eport of 1'86 never could meet bim before; lI~d 
Could not qo jtnow,' ",'jtliout takiDg into th(l acconnt , 
of the 1ftar E90 ~any ~u!p,8 that were illl,ticWat~n' 
Qf ~ ,reven~le ,of .tb, furrl'nt year. '. ¥etwith fill 
this,.. and t~8tr. ive ~elU'l! tinkf!rin~o~ t'ev~ne la~8~ 
tbey were only ablt! to :she", an' ~verage exceedm( '. 
Qfcft\>out50,OOQl. ,~t.ri1'-~ ott };I'h~t *hey Jiad got by 
~ew t;lxe, I!Jld antlClplJtlQns, and",.~e .aid" ~1 
~ollid ~till ~e ~e~ci~l'~ ~ a ~.~ ':Dlo~n~. . ',. ': 
". n. ~ iIHH 1IIl"',q, IN, II9d t¥ ,.",lutiDII III ~~ 

,PGUed IM~" --,. .' " "" , , " . 

" 'Mr: 'She'ridan thel) movl:d the, second resoluticin. 
»ilsaid it w~ ~kel) fr~m the' resolUtion of .'1 'SS., 
He hac!. left out lOine" words,' hecause they' ,vere 
'~O~ favQl\ni~lti to bis arguDlentfhan he though~ i~ 
t~qUlred. '.r~e.'\Il hI: !"ouJd jLdd ~ an amend,men~;. 
apct l!l~ till! IIQl»lJIittet), thl:D vote" that words ,wera 
.not in tblI report" which 'were copied from it, if they: 
~!lp1d.r, ,~ I ~,' ':' . j" ~ '1'0,. ,. "-;"'(" :' r _):,J', ..... 

. 'f"..~ -. itr4 1Q, ... 4 1M rao1utiDR 10 ~ 
atgqtiec4.' T{u t4ir4/P14jOllrlA rwoIwli _ ___ ~._grw4 
If>lIIith._mnnuIrnea'", TM ~ lII~vr~lprrportP"!':' 
tn-"""/Ilk Wwc IQ lit flgllill _0fT0Ii>. -
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1t~P()RT oJ' Ti-rtd'EtNA.NCic COMMITTEE orr J791. 

Mr. SHERIDA.N ~aid, tbat those of hi. relolution. 
which 'had been already moved, had met with 10 
discouraging a reception, tbat he now found he had' 
nothing to gain, and that aU hill exertion. in theii' 
favor would be nseless. Having experienced, how.;.' 
ever, 80 much opposition to hi. statement of the in­
cOme "Of the country, he should now only try whether 
the same opposition would be continned to hi. fltate­
men! of its expenditnre, and for thill purpose go on 
with a few more of hi. resolutions. He should take 
occasion, . at lOme future period, to bring them aQ 
forward in a form in whieR they might be inserted 
fn the journals of the hOWle. . 

. ~ ruolutiDru f,.,. 1M 5tA IiJ tile tmlA. "'"" tMt f'tIUl. tm4 
ttjltr """" ,lwrl muI duIdlory Cl1mJtrIIJtiml. ",",'l/wIU "'Katiwd • 
• H .... Mr. Ryder~.-" TNtI tlu IiJttd tII1II1lIId 0/ tlu inlerut 
Im4 duIr~ Df tJu publie deTlt, tmd '!I tlu __ ;..m for t"" redMe­
tioII t~f, oj tJu c/&orga .. ~tJte or etnUoIitItttuI J-4, 
tmd 0/ tAt - €'"tIIIWl for 1M .... ~ tJu lui fl .. JIUII", 
_upliNg tJu _ oj 207.0001. fI)' rtI1I4UteIfIiJ lie prllflilJdfor;. 
1M pr'-1/_. fIJIder tJu Auul oj ~ 0/ €,"flffU. NU Jaa 
leJrll!Jt'l bg ,be ~ tDilhia tire IIIi4 1/tIIf'I '!I tire ".,..,.,..", 
"'-. by tJu -.d 1Iid6 .. linultntd -'t. _ bg tIte_~ 
Jr-__ mruny ........... _Ia tlu lIIiIIiliml oj G Iotm oJ-1IJil.. _m.etl bg _-. ad oj 187.0001. rlliMllbg """" -'ti4" 
Wlaid, -imI, ojter """" u_oatinl, _......wI. . . 

T1aey tlrDl prot:«d~ IiJ tire lllA ,..",lIItiml, rtptm rtJ/IieA Mr. Pilt 
-.l ". ~._H TNtI tAt _lor dI:}rtI!JbtK tJu =-"" 
oj 1790. _ltapiy., tire .dditiorW __ ,-1_ . .,.. tU-
.frgetl ;""u,..drol!J t tile ~ --.," nu-,,--, -.uPt<£ ~ 121 131A, ad}"""'" raoIrttiDru ___ t'-
_d. muI ",,~atirle4: tire 15th.,.. aI.IIJ ""liMPed _""'" G.mg1e 
~ tIiIUII: ,lie 1611a _~IiJ: '_17t". _la·".-'id­
_.' _iRg tM....-.J.-tieIa oMiel r.-.t tile ..... ed_ 
,.-dffwr< oj 17111111 1IIWc.lu-1Mt 11/ 17116 •. ""~.,;ned ",", 

Mr.' .sheridan now moved an additional l't'IOId­
tion, ia substance .. that the estimated ellpeOlle oC 
the naVY •. 1II'my. ordnance, militia, aad· miscella.­
neous llel'Vices, by the' report of the committee of . . _. . 
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·1791,exceeds'tbat; of tbe:committee··of,·1786, by 
434,2931." which !Vas agreed to.;; . .' .. ' " 

." nol8tl& 1/1/IIrugatioul,. aad theJ91la,,,, tlepmdam .... thefunmr. 
willuiraum. ,.. ,. . , ' 
. On the twmtitth. Mr. Siale pioprued amnulmmt •• rlating t'lDllhe 
'uc ... of the """ fJOltd for the BerrJic., of 1791,' 'ab ... the uti11llJt. of 
!he ummitta of 1'166. i .. ludeII,,1II'iouo ar1Ik1uof uperue, tlltZt IDill 
IIOtDeCUragain • .. ,/ . !: ,- if ';.i 1'1". '.: I If'";' 

Mr. Stak'. amtndmml8 "","", introd_d. and. thertlO~liOfJ 
agreed to. The 21rl and 22..a w .... wilkdraum; the 23d Will o€,"tttl 
to. wilA ... amerulmmt: the 241A was rugatit1td willwut any olded­
tilm rtated: ;,. the 2WI, Mr. Ryder iatroductd themMa ... of 

. _al .other,. tlwugA ill /J "er!J different form; the 26th Will wilh­
dr_; the 27th. 25lh, and 29th, were .,.gati.td iDitlwut. any.. . 
jertilm rlattd. ... . ,.' .. , " . .". '.' 
. Mr. Fti.r her. o/nerrJo1. tllat the iatmtilm ImIUd to be to ~ 
~ r;:..=~ t~. and tlltZt could wlaer be ,'!'PP"'"!.td,!"f 

.. The 13th ..... ~0fJ 1/1/11 thea rtml.Mr: Pitt m ... d .... iJintful­
,....,. tlaat the worth from, " tlaat," to" mI17U!!J," 6. Uft l11li, flJlaicl& 
""" aeeordingfyadopted. .... '" 

. noS2d. 33d. fJfId 34t" ruolutw... w .... negati .. d. '.' 
" Here Mr. Pitt mootd. .. Toot during the BIlidji." 'year. the ..un 
''of 6.424.6921. including 674,6921.III'ising jr/lfll annuitie, ezpirtd 
til" "",,/aimed, ... d from dillidmds ... stock bougl&t. "'" 6em applied 
to the rtductilm of/he RIltional debt; and tlaat the tmmUJl izI,erut 

.... the rloek bwgl&t. and the p ..... t tIf1IOWII of the anlWities upirtd 
til" """la~d. 0PJ""'" to 6. 264,804l.. in addition to the ""lfilm . 
a_Uy ~ on the _lidattd fund .... ,no motion wo'''''' . 
... d eorrled_ , , . . " , 
,_"The ....,.,.~ ..... It!tw... •. the 36t6. :,atla, 37/1&, 38tla, 1lRtl,~, 
"" ....... /J .. gat..... . .. . 

'The rt:)IOI1- ordered /0 be .rt«i«tl tlat -t loy_ 
, . " " 

JlJ~. 8. ' . 

REPORTOI'TBE FINANOE 'OOMMITTEE.Ol'l79l'. 

; ,Mr. SHERIDAN said, ,that unsuccelisful.asbi. 
nertioDB had been to obtain a true statement of tbe 
revenue and expenditure for'the last five years, b,. 
would not, as his opponents had done,attemptto ne­
gative any resolution. of fact. The relOlutionl which 
lie had moved, ,he was certain, exhibited. more 
clear and correct view of the finances, than those 



382 [:tv l!l.£ 8, 

eontained . in' the report; and: for that reason, he 
should move the previous question. , 
• De pmitnII fUnlida _ tuplired, am( II llri,;g.., fYllllutitnu 
--ed, Imd tZgrUi, ttl. 

Mr. Sheridan said, tbat having given notice of 
hi. intention to endeavor to get hill resolution. put 
upon the journals, which could not be done by mov. 
jng' them in a committee, he shonld now move the 
Drst.' . 

, , 

"Mr. PUt ad, t1Iat tAer ... Tutionl Nmng &~ folly d~ ~ 
'flu tommiltte, Itt IIwu1d _ the pr..unu tJUUlion ... nny /file tJj 
tkIt; am( IIJhic4 ~ etznVd OIl fill, uupt the 1aIt, 

Mr. Sheridarr obserVed, that compelling ,the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer to resort to the ,Pre-; 
viollS qnestion, was precisely what he had in vIew; 
lUI itsbewed tbat the right honorable gentteman felt 
the resolntions to be facts, and dared not allow tbent 
tQ stand on the journals as negatived. Mr. Sheri­
dan said,' the last of bis resolutioDlr, with a liule 
alteration in the preamble, was .. applicable to the 
resolutions adopted by the bouse, .. to those witb 
which it was originally connected, and he sbould 
~ke tbe seose of tbe house ~pon i,t. He then moved, 

." Tbat, npon dne conSIderation of tbei report 
made 'this day fromtbe committee of the whole 
hoose, to whom the corurideration of the report froni 
the select committee of 170 1 was referred; and also 
upon consideration of the two (eports of 1786 and 
1791; and of the 'Several accounts before the hoose 
relative to the public iucome and expenditure, 
it appears proper and necessary to declare, that 
the great IDcrease propoted to the permanent 
peace establishment, 1D the report of 1791, ,ought 
DOt to be eonsidered .. receivingeoautenaDC8 or 
approbatiOll from the house' of ,commonl, until 1M 
c:ansee of tbe aIDe shall be explained, aud tbe -
eessity of them made manirest.~' • 

710 ...... ". .,0.19; _'u: ~ri6U.: 
" 
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SUMS VOT,ED FOR CARI,TON IlOUSE. 

'. 77Ie' report 111'" brouglit up by Lord Si.drieId. t~..i.mrmtm oj ,hi c~mmittei, ,,!M ",?,d that it should, wit1i 1111 humble .tldr"" ~{ 
.... m.tted~. H~ Mrguty. :. ". " , 

~·.·l\{r.SHERI1)AN recolllni~ndedif fO,his lordshi~ 
to:lllove " That 'the report he {In' the table and ,be 
printed." The;Qbject ~'a8. that the whole tniosa(l~ 

, tiOD might be fairly knowD,andtbe nlisrepresental. 
~o~~ done a~ay wh!ch had beencir~ulate~ respec~~ 
mg, It. ThIS, he wIshe4 Blore. particularly. on ac .. 
count o( .the extraordinary. lIIistaki, of keepiog!' 
back a ~aper (~()'. I) which he. had long-con~n~e~, 
was delivered In at the Treasury, a,nd whlcli' 
was at length proilucedi: ,The Qillissil>ll; had. made 
a' deep,jlllpr.essioo"oo: .. many"gentiemen; 'and wall' 
the: 1II0reextra()rdinary~ 8.11 the paI'el: :W1Ul,the mos. 
important ,of ,all-;tshewing'; hOWl the ,lIUlney.,hllod, 
beeD applied'I.aJld: tbe pa,Pel'8.firlit pr~sented, !l~ODiP 
v.hleh, another was, subs"tuted fot :tb~",'cootallung • 
D,Ottt,sigoed:"George', Rose.. stating 'f Jb~ cOlllllli., 
sioneri1 of the: Treasury. badon' ofiic.iaI,; knowledg4t, 
ohheapplioatioD' ofthe 1II0oey. ",fte ... it was jssued.~~. 
M.r.; Sh~dan' said, :he did . not. milan, to: take, an" 
funher notice of. this; but he hoped thOSfl .in whoser 
,",rethe paper waS,wo.uldheseverely l'eprimande4 

, by their mperio1'8 {Qr the neglect. . " • 
. n. 'rtport III". ortltietl to 1;0 printed: 
l. " .' ... , 

" " • FnavAHO( 1'7. 1792. 
, , "" .," . 

STATE 01' THE PUBLIC INCOME A.ND EXPENDI., . '.' ' 

~.. ~. ,"URlD •... ';' I" 

rrlleAoiui m.lwl u"rr int. ,,~, to ~ ,lie «tit. oj! 
tAl: fi-' ,Mr. Pitt. "pi ... H,ed tIiDA in IIJ i_lib'" '" Iig"'oi 
fhat /I tJjminutima oj the public burtflem migAt retlflllllllb1!l be <6;J 
p<cttd. 17u pmnanent 'fUel, from 1791 t. tlle ........... ......., OJ .. 
1792,1uuI. prom..ed.16.'730.0001.: ucwling 'lIe/lVWtlge ojtllelllll". 
f- !Jt4fY IJbout 600,0001.: dedud~ jroRo wAtell ,lie totoloj' 'M' 
upend;t..... _1Dting lIyUte rrdvclNu proptJ«d to .111,811,0001.. 



,. as. 
-Ou ,.,..;.m..,.t W-t wuld utC«d tilt ,..."......, upnut, indtul­

, &tg'Iu rAi/Jion _fly lip"" 'opt i4'tll to 'Iu uttiIUJIiMJ af ,Iu _ 
~Wnaltkbt, byftIJ lui',"", 400,0001. Thuuppli .. -edJor 'Iu 
pmertt g- fDt1fIld _, 'o1>,664,OOOL : J"" ",/li,Ia "" ........ Jl'"o­
llidrtl tI1IIIJUfIltd I. " -. tztading 'Iu Jormn- by 37,0001. Frlltll 
"" f""'~ """tllml, Mr. PUt """ of .,ution, ,"'" 'Iu -,lru .r 1M 400,0001. -uJ"",bk IllflD"fltllellt ,. tab '!If _It ta.r .... 
""". eh".fty... 1M pourer tf_, t. "" OtIJIJU/It oj _·Iaolj #f llao', 
"",.: tmd '" oppropritJlt "" .tfatr Iaofl I. 'Iu dim/nution of tM 
pujlie tkbu.· . B'l" llu flldlaoth ".'littltd f"" ,Iu rtt/mtpli .. oj tIai.(. 
ikllt. 26,000,000 IMrIld be paid '!If ia tlu"",.. oj fiftmo ~:: 
"""orth II1fait1a, "" iaI8at oj ,Iu .... -mIy rtd_1I "-dtl. 
be.....vd to ,,".mki"l; fund. 'ill tIu tm7III8l _'to" D'f'T'1ied" 
1M rednnplion of tlaot ilJ,t _td t.4.000.ooo/. Htnmtg tnIldi 
tAU ,_uk reprtMftltztion oj llu rtot. oj 1M ./iutIeu. M,. P@ 

.fiaUbDl 6y II - .,10".,. "" 1M , .... pr..,mty 11/ t/J# ,..,.... ,. . ' 

, . Mr. SRBIlD>A.N said, the .plendor of tbe right 
1I0norablegentieman's .peech had made8Dch am­
impre88ioD on the committee.-they bad been 10 leet 
away by the figuJ'e8 of rhetoric fr.1Il attending to: 
~e figuru of aritbmetic.that b& sbould find it 
tlifiicult to· reeal tbem to tbe troe object oi the dillJ 
eJ]SSioa. . He faueied,' however, un. dazzling beaut,. 
would Dot be foond 88 captivating to tbe people; for 
after the rapturous litatement of prosperity which· 
they had beard. it wo.uld be a dl88ppoiotmentto 
them that all accounts· of mrplos !luok 10 in6nitelt 
lIIJlall. Who that bad read or beardtbe upon. 
of •• urplus oil, 200,0001. ofneuly 000,oool. being i 

actually in hand, would bave believed tbat in troth 
the IIIlrplus would torn oat to. be no more tbaa 
OS,OOOI:?-He WB8 generally incredulous on tb_ 
IIDticipaUng repon.,. bot heconfeBBed, wben he 
heard of the King'lI Coming down, announcing. 
_plus, and the minister immediately after, holding' 
oUt lases to be repealed, he 'tbought there mnst be 
some great stupendous increase. of revenue ~ and his 
confidenee wonId have beeu greater, if be had DOl 
uufortaoately beard all the minitoter'. former pledget, 
and particul .. rly that IOlemn, religious pledg~, t~. 
110 intenuptiou .boold be mude- to the apphcatJOa 
of 4IUl aurplu'_, ~. they &IDOIIIUed to {oar. ma..· 



'liOml' ':1'ear;! JIiHhen ex~mine~ till{ ~tatemeit~ of 
-MI'. Pitt, and drew from bls review thiS conclnslOli ' 
,~tbat' tbe: inc;rease'Of ,~r prosperity) ·hadnoi 
brQnghtwlthc It ,a;: proportIOnate lDcrease> ot 'our 
revenue-. The increase of the latter walr to' be aJ~ 
'criboo. to the new burdens laid on tbepeople, or tit 
tbe regulatiens of the old ta1l:es, wbich, in fact, were 
"10 manY' additions 'to :them.Taking :the reports 
,of the> tWo committees as bis guide" he took th, 
amount ofthenew aDd regulated was taxes from the 
~nerar total" and sbewed ~at the actual increase 
'of the perma1)ent revenue SInce the year 178~j wa'i. 
1J.30,OOOl. r If Ilewasaske>d fairly, .whetber ' the 
'lmount of o~rtaxes, from el'perience,. was such as to 
"'arrant! the legislature to dispense with a'part' of 
them; he 'Would, frankly answer', No.-Bnt if iae 
~as,desire>d toreVi~ tlie. whole system ofonrtax! 
aUoi, to Bee if th~ people might not be materially 
1'elie.,oo. from tbe most gri,evonsoftheir bnnlens, and 
the revenue be eyen improved thereby, he wonld yiel~ 
hischeed'ul cODsent,and think that the ,honse inigh, 
rendet most essential service to their' constituents! 
ThE! plari' punned by the right hOllOrable gentle .. 
man, 'wbich was calculated .to embarm:ss the, hons-et 
cailsed 'hioi and every gentleman. an :insurrnount-< 
able 'difficulty. It was held out to the nation, .that 
tbe' crown .. from a motive of endearment, ba~ pro~ . 
posed rebef to the people, and tbat the mlDlster 
had even named the taxes which were to be abo~ 
lisbed. If they should, (rom a sense of their doti, 
declare tfJiscould Jlot be done without a deviation 
from system, without bazard to tbe national credit 
_without disorder to, the finances, ,·the house of 
commons was abbot to be made odious to its consti­
tuenu, and the crown was made the object of popu~' 
lar' confidence. ' ,Sullh' was precisely the' case iii. 
"bich they IItOod;: and yet, so (ar was this fr~ 
being a proof of endearment, tbat it was a strata­
gem calculated to mislead and betray them. It 
was a complete 1I1lrrenderol the principle of ro-" 

VOL. u. (: c 



~ePlptio •• ·, We 1V~r~ BOw,in 1~9~, tl) redeem Ie. 
,toc~&~an WI; didil\ \786; f9l'.it,v,¥ a c1e~ p~ 
JI,¥i~ioq, ~b~t by &be inore;ased state ,of tbe (uoo.. 
'''IIP ~.y·thu8 !I.iverting BI) large a part of the IIUlp\UI 
Jli9gJ:if.oi devoted aDd sacred lind, we were to ~y up 
~'s~ aDn, oit~ than heretofore. What was the reason 
~f all t~ r u t.lae \"igh~ honorable gentlemag, wa, 
pAlled upon to ~y: why, with thill pro'perou. reve,. 
D\¥l, we wefe to redeem less deht; he would aulWU" 
~j:ause, we iXluld Dot alford it. Why tbe rigllt ho.­
~orab,le, genUeman did not think it right to extin.­
gnis~ t\le ,uDfunded debt, a .g~eat part .r which. 
bore interesJ, ,aDd hung alIoui eor Becka with great 
jnc,!DvenieDce~ ¥ tlie, righ~ honorable gendeJB&!l 
felt, in ~ Spanillh armament, he coDld, not ~ke 
upon bimldf, to 5!!-Y J hI! 8I1ppoeed ,it wu that eot,. 
}Vould he a proper, but not a :rleodid measure. J.& 
would be a gre~ and efi"ectua be,eftt to the rev..­
pue, but it would not serve the purpoteI of momm,. 

Ey fame. by taking off the odu- toet which h. 
laid tbe year before.. He now proved how weJi . 

e could have opposed these tases. if they had come 
fr~m any other, person; and the boose, would DOW' 
fWd, by his own language, how much they had beea 
\0 blame in yielding to the argument. by whie:4 
they had been originally recoQlmended.-ThehoQle 
would see now~ though the ungracioul task ha4 
been imposed OR them to lay these taxes, their con­
stilueDt. were not to look to them for their relief. 
A D!'lW feeling of hope was to be iDBpired into 
the peopl_ new feeliDg of gratitude W81 to be 
plana-ed in their boaom.--they were to be taoght 
to petition for relief from toes. . h was • very. 
delicate subject for every gentleman to speak.upoaj 
i~ was laying aD elllhaJyO 011 the hou.e. No man 
4;OUld pot himself into tlie nngracioua ltat.e of op­
posing the repeal of, aillictiDg ta,seL Who eonld 
deny to the poor family the booa 01 getting their 
,QDdles a halfpenny cheaper? II a _ere IeDIe 
Q( doty should urge geutlemea to 100"- the trn. iii-



tua\in' of thd-eemVY iaithe. full({i ttnd ttl, 0W"1f 
diis Bl1fotimd'iasidouwl wayoflatta\:ldng. theprWij 
tegei of' thecolrimcms hOuse of ~rli'8men41 be antnV 
'WeU B?",' ~iJ.y a: cry'mig~ bel raistld,t'~~nst . .Jri~t 
dnthritll lWhatfadbty Ire nng~ I~ tlilt' mltnn D' • 1htle welJ.Jmlinagea misrep~esldatii1aJ; Ue-jti;i:: 
membl!rM a line:or:twfJ of .iblDfl"verser'wadln/jlod 
hi.· OO,*able·mebd,;, by ,_, 'of'liiJ'.' eonlltitnentiq 
whick neJrot failed Ce prod\ree a1o'rrenir of applQUsdJ 
Mt,.(rolDl the·,ele~.nce::of the'poetrn 1so'1II1Jvh'l(S 
fl;omthe'~Dt~y ad, Odpt~dum.i»'a~tf w~iC"'it ~t8 
min.! ,"UI mend, whol \Vitl:J aU his Dietit8,llati ~ef1 
liainl, ~o ~r.e~ntion to t~e pr~, lW~i1ld I.'tJldonbi~ 
.forrepeatlD!tit. . " ~ J "", ",'. "" 
-#. '. • " .• ',. "J " I, ,'" 1" I 'i.,' 
" d •• ' ," 'Wlien.vera fa" In't\"diouae wits proJected, ,"~ 
":' , Great Fell ht ;"..,'lIji and aIwllylr'Objectecl:'. " .. 

~;:lh!it~~~>v; tt~~!i~~~t~l. ~h~~tlt: 
pllght;think .it ,t~eir du~y ,~,e'~q,~te ,heforlil tbey 
acted-to ascertain wh.etherlYe:reall1~ad~ !lurplu. 
bel ore we gave up, our. inco~e,;.. ~d a~,anyratej 
the. grace sbouid come cODstitntlOnaily (rom tha~ 
branca of the legislat.re;"'~c~ had the l'owerof 
lhe purse, 1lnd. whic~ hllAi. been, clI-nea upon 80, uq~ 
m'lrcifull;y, by tllesame right hOl!orabie gentleman 
tp dl'w,tbe strings., Why had he 'no~ waited, and 
given the house the grace of originating the mea:­
.lue? The trutbwas. it had been craftily consi .. 
dered. as the best answer, to all the imputations 
against him for, the RUSlill-& ~d Spanish wars; sd 
at lea,t otiler meIl, who had leSB caudor and. reo 
~ect (or him than be possessed', ,would. Jnsipuate. 
',I.'hey would draw strange conclusIOns from the cir­
cumstances;. and tbe nation might be brought to 
think that blunders were more advantageous t(! 
them' ~n wisdom:-tbat when lie '1'1'81 convic~ 
ot error I he distributed' to them rellef. A session 
without a blunaer. would' be iI. seSBion' o( calamity j 
but all armament would' he desirable. I have ,in-

,c ct ' . 



,voll1,edyou In a quarrel Witb Spai_bere. th~re'. , 
tax t,J ", tl '.alt' (ofylld:",;"Ulli've 'fuaiJe tbeEbglirh, 
Damrrl'dic:ulo'~' afl'. 6t~t' the :w(U'ld, bi;bullyi,nk 
~lis8ja";;"bere take. back tbe feDlal~ Bervantl, I bave 
nli Wie of. thel,D~l JJav~' inot"ed ,Oil in '. wir :"itJa 
T, ippO!) S, !l~take,y, illit caudles a lialrpeDnY,~,b, hpe. 
bl tlie p01ipd; ,Tbus tbey are to be taugtit'toJove 
misfortune-to' be~ enamoure8 -oOni8condn~and 
if" a~ ,ad~iniatratioD _ sbduld'eucceecJ bim~" "her. 
willdom and prndel)ce 'produCecitheir "usual eff'ectl 
C!f.8ero";tj aDd quiet, tbe rig~ bonotable gentlemafa 
would be attbe head or tbe most violenfllnd cia. 
mQtoua '9Pl'osition ,that e,vet this cOuntry witnessed. 
They wiluld call Ol1t for a. cbaDge.-u , Gi,e u~ back 
tbat bustliDg !lnd, da)lgerous administration, tbat 
weur oD'ilnniog aQd. o'lanning; 'bxing andunta~ 
jng ~,wbo' committed JIO -many ,blunde~ that tbey 
w~re for.' ever'~akiJlg litoDemeDt ;'who broke oar 
lIe.ails t~at tlle; might give'Uli'. plaSt;er. 'We abbor 
tblS uJ!lform system of order aDd qUIet "The sed­
timeut tbis condactwu calculated 'to escite, 'w" 
tDmultDOUlJ and alanning;' it w .. appealing from 
tbe jDdicioUs tC;J'the giddy j and~' seriously 8jleakjD~; 
every judicious .maDw?uI~ klK!.w ~bdJeel,.tbat if 
there had beeu no RusSlaD armament, there wODld 
have been lio repeal. He tLeo 8heW~, 'that, by the 
original statate, the malt tax now to be aboli .. becJ. 
would have' endured. only or itself a' lew montb. 
longer. But bI ~i8 management.. \1\ ' considerable 
part of I;be excbequer billa ~ for the,Spanish 
armament might iD 1795 come on the consofidated 
fnnd. and be a gri,evODB bUrden to us. , He alluded 
to Mr. Dundaa'" aSsertiOD, that it w.. infinitely 
nioreprobabJethat .".-e .should receive aid frOID 

. India ,_er than...we dwuld be called on for a..: 
, aistaDce .to lodia,-' aD assertioD at which Mr. Pi~ 
thougb 1te knew the full amount ~ W. frieud' •. ~ , 
fidence, could 1I0t 8UppreM. degree of..utled asto­
nisbmeut. He seemed. on tbe occaBioo, to, feel the 
sentiment ~xpreSsed by.Earl ~wallia," Thatl)e 





.. j. ".:H ., .. 
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wBsworie'tbaii"fImY'otbei" toaD tha~~, COUld fib .. 
lain} " He' lIili~ 1>t, this ;meidl!' tl' antieipatitlli;-:it wai ' 
itbpossible that;, llil1'1atifuallitat~iiiEmt< bf. 't,M piIblra 
aCeCiUnt8:1eould},ij,'tIllldelipl ot'lSettlell till aft~!tid 
6th:of April'i' and oftCilurse tbe'i'eveniie 'billS wbub} 
illl of1tJiem"'coine i~,~ discrlssed "1iIi'hiiiH.>een't1ie 
ea:je lot ~"eral' yeit~iI'past; 'iIi,thfb 'hotiSes:lllrtd ,lit II 
lteasotlbf,thl!'ye!ttft, w~eitl~, ~s ~()t1>t?bable 'eitlief 
thattbe ,attendance (I' membl!rrCl)Uld be secured! 
Ijr these 'revehtil!l bills'meet ~itb 'tluit'il.ttehtlorlwble'!i 

, their im ' ort8riel!!,'i'~uir~d;" "That "~i,'l1a'd been l'h; 
ease in fortner'~foS,lIe' bl!1ie"ed n6' bile ~ohld de~ 
alid fhe D,!prec~derlted ,""uiT'. ;8il~l'nistl~ w.bich naa 
BCcompilDlel.1 those'bIlH'11i their 'progretlsfhr,tl!igh t~e 
11005&, wail 'itt tite'li!i!oUliMi'oiltohvert gentleltiari ;as 
by"llDticip'lltmgthll 'quilr,tliT, i'1diilg tbe 6th Of ApJ'ip' 
Mtltne ofth09I!' BilIs-'ctidht'bli' passed tin after the 
Easter rece9fr'anli"be it:l~isti!ll,"thitt, bilbrof ,thl!i1f:1-
IliBst, 'conseqneiice '1Iitd, b~1i "pasS'ea in' ~ 'mannet 
withilutl alit' i1otice,'" Tbe'buuse had reeeived 8: Vetj 
"riking instance,;' ila' Wliai' Mil: fallen 'frottl II 'rig-In 
bon01'llble .gentlettmtt1hppositet6Iiim;' tili the bill fat 
granting lind I;orttiniiiilg bountiek;dO tbeGreeiiland 
'Whal~ fishery'; ,'whitb;thoiigb 'firought into the honse 
fir tllmsel(, be' seemtld td have no kn'owledge of at 
all ('aildbe' said, witli !With; tliat it, pailse~ last' Jeilt 
without any Dotiee.' ' 'Wit'hregard to tbe' Attendaocb 
blling' thin aftet Easteri' it might 'be said,' if the re­
veliue bills remaiiled to bE! pllllsed; it was the duty , 
01 mdmberS to a:tterid; thiS' waS b-ne,butexperience 
bad repeatedl,' she(vri os that it was not practicable:. 
U poo tbis part' of tlie ilubject, he begged 1eave fb 
addtesr himself pa~ieul'\lrly 'to. ,~batresp'ectabl,e. set 
(If men~ the totlntry gentlemen; and' no m,lui could 
entertain $'l'eater respectful' them tban' hedid • ....I. 
The delaymg of thetevenue bills till 'a 'laUi period 
'Wall tl ttlattet"particularly intereSting alid important~ 
It was theft duty, in common with the rest of-tbe 
h?,!,st!;,and even, more particularly. so! to observe that 
tlgllauet! and regard for, tbe pnbllc Income' aad ex~ 



p4!ndimre, lliaclotbat '(icpupgloU' ·atteotibh ' to'. eve? 
Jnl!asul'eu tbatt- u,.,k.lmlJney:.frolJl- tbe'pogkeU 16r 'bert 
eolBtitwmt~11O tmdcIJ~cui_1 properJy:lenfilr~.lill 
the _musica ofidJeo·tight ',hoDorable 'gentlema .... 
eeleb,rated finaDee' speech. : :Tbey ~ere the~"lIJdiJ 
of the publilll'urse'~ . and be woaW uk' bow jt·"".uI4 
1Jecome them .1.0' .meet -'beir ClOD.n'itdeutsbefo~ the 
public _ busiue1J8 Lef theteuioo 'had·;been entered 
lIPODi' MigJJt:oot their·'C:OMtituen":l8y"j '" at'4t 
Y'f;ryglad, to-.~ ,onJj.iJUt;.pray<lelt 08fJ iI: all-, t~ 
buiuess of the~ssion ... e'? .. ;,W_ld-r.the, cmne" 
No; the '&as ,bills, and,all,th,,' .tber".,.,._~ taw. 
~re still to be passed, but .. Jate, ial(~.fl/PkJD;·W' 
ceuld not waiUillthey·eame.oa{:we Lav.~.the 
whole oftbat-busiIJeg to lb. Ch_llellorot: tbe Ea-t 
chequer, whom we.beliU8.$o.-be'.iWlr1g404l-* 
mman,1I.nd who willnoUbin",o'daln",any ibiD, 
wrong. '. Tbis,.he imagiDe4 would.,dOt-b.~ 
'1uire doing the duty of a melllb""of pltr\.i~JBentl.l,lIe . 
next objected tit tbiS:8yllteDl of. aoticlpatiOD,- baa .. 
there was DO lByiltg" how far it. might .be· earried; 
aod the greater the ability of the mini8ter, ther~ ... 
the more cause to fear its pemicioOl effects.. If we 
could anticipate the produce -of ODe '1uarter, by ~~ 
rowing' it mm the ensuing r year, might ·we:. JIG, 
upon greater emergeney. anticipate • .,. quarters,'04' 
&hree j'·-The advantage .hich tbia .,lItem held ou" 
when .compared with the maoy'.od ~ incooL 
vemence8 atteDding it, was "erY.lIDalltodeed;, and 
if the right honorable gentleman would wait tilL he 
had got the money. certainly bia plaa would 116' be 
mach deranged. Perha ... migLt fortunately hap­
pen. that the three qnarters of the next yeu might 
be equal to the ,...nbl of the wbole year; audt I. 
ihat ca8e, the right honorable gentleman would ha". 
the surplu oLthe other quarter· te appropriau,at 
mighlappev p~" 'bot,lIIIiil tlaat WAI kD01l'D" 
be the case, they were ;votiDg' away IIIGII8J • .bidt 
they really hadont to giYeo; .8o.lDqcb for th~".JIIte .. 
it5e14 ~"'!Q£~luul'PlieatinD ofia... Jf we reali, 



had." lIIJPl .. fAQO;OQOL)t..#lPplYititl.~t .)~. '~ 
plied. r~.-da"I*~ng')1I~!lklpWofithsl.luafD!!W!4t 
d8bt.,'wbiuh.;i~,d 1;Iee""tawLA1y,,*hll~ttlle. 
Ofl1 17.$6., t!ug:b.LJ .!ne"dr~t.iI1rbol~IJr,J.we"'i&qlfI9C~.' 
1·,'iOO.oool.,J",-_'1IVlIIi,: DOW;,:ooll.ahlYI ~i IiaIJ, 
part beN'ing, ip~reb1.of 4,~em:evw,"'}llilQi'lg:t.b~ 
iQsteac!1:Pf' RUYlClg,. Pp ,-B, per::-CIUltsl,. Illef.~id .... ~ 
bOllntry~eulll>l·be .. gaiIl81'!l\ ~ rwitlt.-l~g"l',iLt.t; 
the ptoba,b.i1itytef tJeiltgl 8OOll/lr .• able 'to cpJnel't. t"1 
~ per, een~. by Mle,actuaJ ~pc;lio ... oftw.~~fh:@, 
million. of Ulfi. Dational deb.., Awf:opld\lIlOt~.tW. 
&he '~hoPorJ&ble .gelltJljm~· •• ch~me.w. OUld.. ,8. Af. 
Bwe.: 1'1U1p08e;.,~._na.~y.rwhllllis~h..a~~i 
of,QDfunded ,debt(1femain~d. UDpaicl,he. eouJd.nq11 
by.~)i .fair eoDJtnactioo of the,Jaw;. or by .any thing: _ 
but. • kiDcllO£juggIe,..pre~J,ld to Tedeem the./) 'P~, 
_ent •• · ,Tbe,disclJl.rgllillf ~1J. .. part, at le~(lf.thltr 
iillfpnded.de~,ailbQI'f) .\ntel'llp.jl1lVould, uudoubtel;tl". 
\Ji:I a. JPIIJ!O.p:Opel1 applieatioD of the. mllney,:althougll, 
aot.. perI)IIPe..IIiO./lOWIdiog md poPDlsr~, I •• ·: .,' "r, 
) .Bit. third obje.ction was; that ,the money,would be, 
,.auted,.fQr,lhe ~xpeDses,of the Yllar'1lIll~ss.it.'WIIS. 
"'~aDt tq have recourse te a. lottery I' lupode.of msr, 
iog: QlO~YilWhjcb.b8 had ,oftt¥l.dep~ted . .as bUi~, 
Bitely. more,iDJuJ:ioll8 ~ .the morals aocbndustry &If. 
the people;. ~. it. ,could poasiblr be. advlUltagllops, 
to the reveDJlt!., It; .. was. fo ..... erly neVeJll"esorted tOo, 
but in ~ime ,of: war and public necessity., and he w~ . 
. ~y. to b\*,i~ .. wa.s intended as to, be~ntin~d)D; 
tame ofpeac~~,.1. ,'" \ -r "'. " .. :: .. -. '.~ .'~ '.1 fI J ; .. 

. ' He corulluded 'with stating, that his firsl::p~o~. 
!lilian would be, .that th/to!&OO,UOOI. sho!1ld go to the. 
1liays'llIld ,mllans .of the. year.;. i&O ,that .tbellCOOun&f. 
of ,oeome and &xpendi'dreIQligbt in ,future be,pmde. 
up on ,the 4)th of J auuary. ;' sad if. Ita shtukUaiLiu, 
that,!UI"'i~11d wouldbe,.tbat.it·shOuld ·~.applied 10 
the di~barg .. of the ,u .. funQeid deb.' ;"J.. ~ ~der to., 
iDtl'OduOJl"either·oithese"iti_ ant Jleee&aar'y id 
me". thall ~ report lie fe,<COQi .. jtted..; ,N.;' T ,. t 

• Mr. &te, Mr. S6d1.·Mn,at.·"114 MrJ.piU,r"llDt-'.' I.· ,j! . . 
c 



Mt':" SberidArt, 1tfter etpteistng' ht,;:bo~., ·,thae 
thehGase' wOlJld'iniJnlge: liim in greater- latitude or. 
explanatiGn; 'than Willi Strictly regulllr.,bft,· licedunt' 
Gf the tui'n which! ''thei debate' hall' tiaken, "said hs' 
should leave -the twO' gentlemen (Mr. Roee and MrJ 
Steele )"who had'goifeD' :it tlli8 tum;' to ,the ailen, . 
rebbkeGf the contra&tbe1 .... eeo thefl"lnode o(treat.; 
ing tbe question' tud ; that ~f their right hGnGrable­
fiiend, - 'l'hey Seemed to - think, ~bat • they' had .. 
claim upoo bim to be dun 'whert· he spoke GD .fiRMlce;­
alid 'were: Gffended 1f!. liis/attelbptlng'U <enliven aJ 
discussion"Gn whieh :theyl were-d'etermint!d:.t6 ,WI 
blU'llh and dry; ,De-,'had 'revived;~bkt tbt!y ''IIe~ 
pleased to call,the'Gld jbke-: beeanse,hd 11'88 called> 
to dO' 80' by the old 'subject, by thl!inbde of making' 
up the poblic 'Ilccdontw,' ""'hkh'- bad . ~ithert(J poIttJ 
poned the .most impOrtant basioegi '10 10 late' a ~nodl 
of the sesSIon, u prevented a foil attendance. 'D.I 
tbongbf be was dGing·tbe hOD~ble gentlemanwbd 
first replied to him a. lJe'rvice, by '1"ccommending • 

- mGde of proceeding which wonld enable him to IlCek 
the sbade Gfbis forests . early in the HUmmer, anet 
smooth and civilize his mind hy classical PUnuitll 
from the asperity and mGrOsene88 ,it tnight have 
contracted, In tbe lesi grateful exercise Gf parlia-o 
mentary dnties. No' captiGns OppositiOn had beea: 
made td new taxes, from tb_ 'woo 811t on tbe sam~ 
Bide of the honse with him ibn! when they did 
Gbject;' their objections were well founded. 'I'be)" 
bad nGw'snbstantial proof, for the sbGp tax, the ad-; 
ditioual tax on candles, the tax on female servants, 
the additional tax GO malt; in short,: all the laxN' 
they had Gpposed, were eitber abandoned in the inC 
iilstan~, or sinee repealed. The regulation of taxes 
they had not Gpposed u onprodnctive, but as dGmg< 
what no ('ncrease of prodnctiveuCII!J eonld jullti(y­
aerifieing the eonstitotion; tDd the liberty of the 8Ob­
jed to revenne. Yet. even these regulatiOOl had, ie 
many instances, effected nothing that mi~t not haye 
been aeeompliahed witboottbem. If, for iMtauce, 



th.'prodlice "o(the tobac!:o lieen~1 iJ. :alheSpettl'lII 
DeW talll,. wu deducted wom' the ,amount:or: tba' 
drit,iea,.Jt would"e found,'theyl; werellot more·pf'.O.\l 
dUdillle under ahe .n.,anagementof·,thii lel!:Cise,:tbanf 
they bad been at &Iformer periodiJTbeintimatioft! 
th~ th.· ~dpsbould!in; futur"c~iI iopened at 110' 
earll8l'period, Blth~ugb not amQUntlDg' to 'au .bao!! 
Jute promise, wa. 'at: least something gained;: and be' 
rejoicecl in bavirig beeD tihe means of obtaining it; tIt 
w.as a lame mode of relfiewing··' an 'Bnllnal aIlClOnnt 
before that aeMunt' waS dosed; I\nd this ,J)fr. Pitt; 
saemed to feel; by his never bavillg' attempted it be-: 
forel, But if by ·libi. mode, lame as. it was, part or 
the inuonvenie'nce ariBing' from tbe lInticipation or 
the eODllOlidated tund would ·be obviated, the impro.l 
priety of the appliClationstood precisely wbere it didl 
A ,citaTge , for, the interest of· navy'. debt' '(,f about. 
2O,OOot~ was admitted, wbich charge 600,0001. would: 
e~tinguish; 'aftll might he mucb. more advantag~' 
on8ly, applied to that purpose,thon to the . purchaser 
of three pel! cents., The· revenne committee of 1788;: 
imdtbll·beule,bj adopti~gthei~!report,had given' 
aD aSlul'anee to the P';Ibhc; that 1',1 ·future tbe navy· 
debt ,houlcl nevef be allowed to Rccomulnte io as to' 
bear interest,· . SUTely. if any Tllgam was doeto the~ 
repoTts. or CIImmifltl:ell, II,nd the· assurances beld' out . 

. hy*huanction oftlle'hoose; the terms. ought to ;be 
kept. ~hen they bad: themeaOfl of keeping them. " 
.• :An tJenorable· gentleman (Mr. Rose). had . Baid, 
that when he was in the high and important Gffice of! 
S~eretary to' ~&"'l'reaBury, the sinking1fund bad 
be~n~ anticipated fol'three quarters; as if:a J?f:180D,I. 
in,tbatsobordiuate sitaatma was to be Te8pollslble for 
allibe mea8Ul'e$'of finanee.· The characw of a 
measure might· sOmetimett point but the IIutbor. 
ad when he saw dull anabhindering tax bills 
hrought forward with little of mind,· lind nothing 
of liberality, itt which cunDin~ W1IS substituted fO'( 
wisdom, aDd tricking fur intelligence, be eould !lot 
help luppmng 'haUbey were not the pretloetiou of 
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any: mao'in/tllA 5uperiol' departmentB of office, Bod. 
&teribuiinglhem . to lIome' of hi •. 8I1bordinate& •. ,Ill 
justice,JJoweve~ tOlbe honorable men who thought. 
him 'wortby of a. sitaation uDder them, it W88 neee~ 
fIIlry to rematk, tbat they. bad Dever proposed the, 
~nticipat.ion. alluded to 88 part of·a syBtem ~ and that; 
Jtwas "'ttb them 'OI.ly·a tempbrar~ and unavoidable 
expedient, tocoyer·an old deficiency. '. . .•. 

• He bad. avoided a general dillCilB8ion of the re.,.,., 
nue Ilnd .expenditore"hecaUJe be. W88 bound .by 
propriety, and the order of debate,. to confine him-' 
self to.a particular point.; But did it' follow from 
tbat, as bad been inferred;. that be abandoned aU 
the. otber points be had maintained? . On the con­
trary. be. was ready to maintain tbemevery one, 
wbenevertalled upon to .debate them collecti'l81yor 
singty. It wa. indted .a roO8&. cnrious mode of argo­
ing. that. a~ often aa be 'objected to any ODe of tbe. 
contested statt-ments on finance,. he must either' go 
throu~b all tbe .rest, . or be nndentood to admit tbem 
as -trne •.. It was equally. corioo. to infer that, be­
cause be :admitted there, waa at last • 8I1rpiUl of 

,re.enueto j08~ify .tbe application of a. milIioo anou-. 
aUy to tbe extlDctJon of debt; he adDlltted aJ.o, &hat 
the.!:'e. !lV3I sw:b •. lDrplUl llis yean ago, .nd. every 
year sincetbat time. . Tbey might 118 well teU him 
be bad pledged hi_If to prove, that tbe re'lenue 
would .not..exceed the expenditure in tbe preser4 
century, or in tbenest, or tbai &be deficiency mUll 
be eternal. 

- t ·Wbile they maintained tbi. verbal dilJpute, they­
had paid .bim the sub.tautiaJ compliment of aclopt-; 
ing biI opinions. They had taken ao • .,erage of 
four. yean, 118 the proper estimate of future re'lenoe; 
they admitted, that the eJltimate of expenditure, by 
the committee of 1786, CO\JId not be realised, aud 
added £000.000 to biI estimate of 1791; aod they 
had admitted, .. be' CO\Jtended. that the estimate 
of 1791 W31 larlrer than itougbt to be. and pro­
poaed_a_reducboD. . Bu& &bey impolllCl. GO abe. . . . 



hous~,~f. commons, the. ungraci!1us 'task" of propo­
l\ioIlg an.,adllition tG theiexpenditure" .and now took 
w.~ems'llves tbe mnre pleasing .office of suggesting 
a . reduction) 'although, tbey ,were' the real authoi'f 
~f; bo~h., wb,ilst ,tqey' ,w,ere "makjpg,." ,reduc;tiQ'iI of 
i£400,OpO j.n appearauCjl" but ba,I.;,in,fac;t"" }JIaqe;lllj, 
addition ,of, £3QO,QOO .t.o,theiNlwn.estimate .of.178o. 
Be referred totbe bOllse,whether a case ,bad been 
!!lade .out· toiiiduce' them to _vote in anticipatlon, 
tbeinvariable conseqqence of which had, hithertn 
beell to put .oft' the imp.ortant bUsiness .of finance till a 
S8l1llnn .of the year when many gentlemen.cOuld 
'not' attend the dis.ch~rge .of their duty. Heen;­
treated them to consider what' that'dutyhad been 
,and what it waS likely to be in' future. It had 'hi". 
thertO been tn impose"nn their ,constituents 80me 
fresb burdens, .or" some newreiitraint, .. in' the shape 
.of a: 'regulation. . The fnrtunate petiod was at leri~h 
'arrived when they: were told ,it would be iIi thei!:" 
powert.o'a1leviate'those burdens; and! i~was .of 
imp.ortance tbat the' people should ,not be taught, 
tbat for. tall;8S and penalties they, were' indebted tn 
their representatives, but for ease'alld relief to tbe; !.crown..' !, ,~ • . . L" \" . j l . . - , ' , .,. ./ 

• Mr. Pithaid it 1uzd tduJay. bMt·m. IIIiIA" tlIld would 11 .. 0 ita, 
Julvre 1o "Pm u.. Imdget at /J1I tarl!J,nod of u.....un.: but ". 
cord4 "'" make II pooiIi .. promUe 01& lI.uutCt tIrIIt """' be gootmtiI , 
II!J circrmutmu:a. . 

, . TIle puUoa being put ,"'" "'"...port lit COPItIIiltttl. '. 

, Mr, Sheridan said, that part.Df his .object. being­
,~btained~ viz. that the business .of the finance shoula 
ill\t be postponed ill future till· the summer months, 
Jui',should not divide the ,house as he befnre in­
'tended. . ' " \ .. . 

y. TMr9"ri ~ ",..,ed u. 



898 [EED. 29, 

.A.B.HA.HENT A.G'uNST BVSSl~ 

.' Mr."'''il~ ""....tJ llu dt6tl1. byd ,.ng·mulJo~· r.l. 
MicA Irrt:tmebulrtf ~ """';ng tllIIl Otf4lunil _ RDt ".I . 
~ ,.-C. tje.,.",j4InUrf-1IJ GmltB 

. ,MI;. SBEB.zDA.!L said. that n~thing should hav~ 
Bduced him a.i 801 late an hour to tre~pu8I on tbe at.. 
l!osl exhausted, patience of the bOIllle" but hi. aato­
.uLmeot at the contemptuous silence of the miDi .. 
;el,', tbat cODSisteD~y oC iosult" that climax of 
laughtioel8.with which he had treated the house, 
IUd now refused to. aoswer 00 the day of hi. trial. 
Ele had. formerly told them, that when the day of 
Jiscussioa came" he would assign the ,eaROO. fpr ru. 
:aodact. The day, of discWlSioo. WBA come, and be 
was, silent.· ,J( be. thought himself 8ufficiently 4e­
ended by those who. Ja8d IlIldertakell'"to plead hi. 
:&use,. he was ~. deceived; iin: he bad iovolvecl 
wm8elf in a labyrinth oC diflicultiN, which had DOt. 
mih that did not lead to- disgraa..: J( he. bad. an, 
lefence to make, it was a secret locked up in m. 
Iwn breast" neither commuuicated to his friend., 
lor impartedtn his colleagues. Every IUcceeding 
JeCender confUted the defender that had gone before 
lim. 

H they'hact asked he", the, should plead hi. 
:aUIle, he could DOt teD. U they maintataed that 
)czakow was .r no Colllelfoeoce, they eou1d DOt 
iIUlwer: his RpOIing the COIJUtry to tIie hazard of 
rar Qil accouot of it; if they maintained that it 
,as oC coosequence to justify an armament, they 
:auld not answer his giving it op. H they said that 
Ie yielded to the opinion of the house, they must 
e told that the majority of the house was with 
~m; if they said, that he yielded to the opinion of 
lie poblic. the opinion of the public WaJ against hil 
I'IIIlDg. On neither, side could he escape. U he 
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Wl!~ w.ro~g jp his J;lrinciple1 i h,e; !l~ht",:ffi ~~ di'l 
gt'l/oced ~if ~!l;'YIlS,~lght\I,be.,4?~ht.~o lb~ III)l1fa.ched . 
f,Q\", a~ando.lllDg .~t, .. , .}f~.. maeed, ;B,lI~'I.I!.,. , cl1U!qlalld .. r !I)g' 1\.nllme.rquS aQIl)lar~ race ~t~ubje,Iif.s.;P!>~S8~· 
lug greal; ~xtent 4?f tertlt~ry.; !",ltbQu~ dl$.Ulll!lp.u1J14 
!WCUmulatlOn ~ l!Qwer. 'Il!ltAout !lQw!el.~n\l.~$, I ,,~r!f 
W. iak~ possess~on. pC , <)'1ns~8.Qt'DPple •. .. .to" ~cliuPI 
the,Euxine,;tlMi Ha~Qaz'r al!~.«;:atwater~ wI~h, li~( 
Seets. where',no ,Eul'opean ey,e ,eould, see or exaPli~ 
their forclt till they poured mto ~he'l\Iediterrane~~ 
then. ~e ,wQu.ld ,D.dIDit tbat,h'll' power might :be 
dangerous to this' country; 'but before be admiUieeJ 
that,wE; were 1o.a~ ,to prerE;nt,this. danger •. the 
~ister should prove. ihat, it was lrobable j ana if 
he did this he .mu~t, stand convic~e o.f a great crime 
In' abandonjng, &I\. object of &I! much importaDce~ 
Witbou, laying sllcb· information before parlia"lent~ 
lUI, would enable parliament, to .compare' .th&-: pro­
~abi1ity of the' danger with, the practicability fir 
venting i.t.. . AI\., honor$.ble geotlell!an, ~hose mO,re 
thaB promis6! o( great abilities, .men of. all partie, 
!DlIBt have rejoiced to hear. had execrated the im:.. 
policy of. (lui' ministers of Charles. the Seeond, ill 
not epposing the early ambition of Louis XIV, If 
one Side of the miniSter's defence was wen founded~ 

. he might live to execrate his impolicy in neglecting 
to. oppose theambitioJ) of RusHia, after. equipping 
all armament for the purpose. If his own majo~t:r 
forgave him. the minority readily might.' To· th. 
lattel' he bad bowed as the organs of the public 
voice; to the former, he said, in deeds more forcible 
than. words, " I. know what stuff my majority is 
made of, and how little' its voice can be called th., 
voice of the public." It was common for him' to 
cban~e hi. principles •. to come forward with pro~ 
positIons on commerce,. fortifications and arma • 
.ments,. with, " unless these are adopted 1 cannot be 
useful as a minister. I cannot be accountable fol' 

. the defence of the country" I. cannot au.swe~ f~ 
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the: baia.ili:.," ~ ;£ur~pc!,,,' And tbe' moment they 
were reJected or, abandoned. to congratulate the 
honSe' on the prosperity of commerce. the seCllrity 
of the 'nation, and the favorable IitoatiOb of'the 
European po,!ers. Theile were charges which b~ 
mu.'It not be mft'ered to put npon the ho1Ue. The 
minority would bind him to tile principle they had 
opposed. and convict him on it--he had almOllt said 
the majority, which he thonght· they might, but 
hoped they would not, that tbe, . might not be 
inistaken lor the former majonty on . the saml! 
subject. '.'" , . ' • ., 

The honorable 'gentlem~n .'to wbose .speech lie 
before alluded, bad found Jt necessary, IP explain~ 
iog hilt syste~ to take into' account the resto­
ration' of France, in order to provide nl .with • 
proper 'enemy. . If something, he had said, like the 
.old Government should be restored in France,' we 
should then have !ttl the ambition, treachery, and 
chicanery to deal with, of which he fonnerly com­
plained .. · . If a free governmeut sli01lJd be establilhed. 
we' ,should tben have ';&' neighbouring power leu 
likely. ,indeed, to be at' war with us, but much mere 
formidable whenever 'war should' occUr. DoW' 
theu ought we to prepare ourselves for meeting the 
energy aod"vigor wliicha free government might 
give to France i'. Bow but by fortifyiu$' our consti­
hltion:, 'bl recalling it tl) its true pnnciples, and 
lIanishing from it this' proud reserve in minilters, 
wbich disdained to give information; and this un­
meaning confidence' in parliament. wbich could 
vote' lOOney' without it. 'Instead of this we were 
advised, to take' up the vicel which . France was 
throwing away; we must meddle and interfere in 
the aft'airs of other powers; we must hue Hoi­
land for' our ally, and PrtIlI5ia to protect Holland. 
That Austria may not attack Pmssia. .".e must eX­
cite the Turks against Austria; and to enable tbe 
Turks to defend themselves against' RUBia, we 



, 
mns\ get, §lweden. to, make . wa1." on Russia,-.. how. 
e~eF Jar,' we' went, Of I:. som~thing" iliorewa.<I still 
w~mting. 'J~ike:,'t~f eart'b, supported,bJ'an i ea:gl~ 
the,eaglll ~y,the elephant, theelephani by a tortoise,' s.c. ,~.A,support w.as: 8;1:-vays wanted : for the:las~ 
supl'0rter".I.;~Lth!~ ~~~ad done i and ,what bacJ; 
we got by It ?..-dlsgrace, contempt, and reproba~ 

• ' . . - .' ,- -', , ; \,' , .• .;J'" ','.. ' 'J 
~n. t .. ".. . ".' ' 
~:. ~e·wou!d.':ad~is~~he ho~ora~l~g~nt~~inin'.wh~ 
tJ:ac;ed,out thIS system, to apJure It In bme, a~ neIther 
ac"ording. with, the' English' constitution, 'nor the 
Engljsh ,pharacter.:', bimble dealing might be of 
serv~e~ ,t~ d~spotic &,overnments; i~ might. serve 'a 
deSp,otlC. 1plDlster, and perhaps b~ of temporary, 
serv~e to a country, ;p~t t~eoccaslOna\ advan1tage 
'fl1.l\ l!I0l'~, than ten ,times', overbalanced by the 
mi~chiefs it ~rough.t with it;, -Thl' mere clerk~'o( 
despotism, in this r~spect, woril~ be an o'verqiatch. 
for, the legi:!hitors of a free state.,' The cbaract~r of , 
OUI' cons,titutioq was ma!lly, fr!\uk, alid nhdisgl1ised~ 
He loved t,o see the minister assimilate'his character 
to that' of the constitution. . HJwoulJ love in if:' 
those qualjties, which he hiinsel!'posses~~d; every 
symp!lthy of hIS pature would dIspose hnn' to' reve-, 
rence'lInd to .cherish them;, and 'put'suing ostensible' 
objects by direct and honorable' means, he' would 
towel~ by, ~be natur!\l energ'y of candor and wisdom, 
above tb~ miserable props of chicane and cunning. 
If" inlltead of this, ,R minister shonld asstmilate the 
character of the constitution to his own.' his progress 
might be towering-.. indeed in lofty misery, but it 
would be bottomed IU sh,lIow craft. .: 

The hono~able, gentleman, whose speech he 'had 
more than once,quoted, had < unguardedly, in the 
cou~e of his speech, talked of the ·want of good 
faith pf tge emperor; Such langUage, whenspeak~ 
ing pf crowned hel).Qs, was always improper, be,. 
cause generally unwise; and frequently dangerous • ..J 
How did the honorable' gentleman kuow, that we 
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might not soon have occ3.1ion to court the Emperor, 
as we had lately courted the Empress, of whose 
breach of faith, a few months since, that bouRe and 
the country' rung again, though now we had changed 
our minds &0 much, that her bare word was consi­
dered by us al a sufficieut security for engagement. 
of the most important nature. 

He now came, he said, to the papers. He re­
lel'red to the memorable speech of a worthi ma­
gistrate, Mr. Brook Watson, whose eloquence W81 

easily remembered, as it was neyer Hippant and 
unemphatic. He had called on the house to torn 
their eyes from the S. W. of America to the N. E. 
of Europe, as the true destination of the arma­
ment theu prepariug. The right honorable gentle­
man thought prorer to deny this account given of 
'the destination 0 the Heet, and parliament had 
been pestered with it in a double sense. He sllonld, 
from tbe papers, luppose tbat they had in trnth 
been treacberous even to Russia, and he quoted a 
patsage, to shew that they held a double language 
tp that court, and pretended to follow up and act 
upon its system, while in reality they were otrering 
to Russia their good offices, evidently to get tbem­
selves out of the dilemma in which they were in­
volved. They prayed only for the, free navigation 
of the Dniester 81 an adoIu:Wement. This W8I tbe 
term made use of as a sweetener, or 81 a similar 
term had been once called, a dukijiur, to satisfy 
the people. The Empress, with a vein of sarcasm, 
granted them the sweetener, -bnt by making 
them parties, and, as it· were, allies in her Dew 
system of armed nentrality j for she made it a 
lIti pulation tbat tbey should go to the Porte, and 
demand the same on their parL The entry of the 
Grand Vizier (llr, Pitt) into the Divan, accom­
panied by the Rei6 Effendi Dear bim, (IIr. Dundas) 
must have been a very cnrious spectacle. 
~e thanked his honorable friend for the tbonght. 
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-What sort of reception, and wbat sort of dialogue 
must have taken place !-Well, they must bave, 
asked him, 'wbat glorious terms bave you procured 
with your grand fleet?, Have you bumbled Russia? 
;Does she trel)1ble,at your powe~? Does sbe crouch? 
Have vou burnt her fleets for us? Have you demo­
lished Petersburgh?-' A melancboly No must have 
beea the answer to all these interrogatories. What J 
does she not repent that sbe. provoked you? But 
have you made her give up OczakOw P that yonr 
sovereign bas pledged bimself for! No, none of 
all this: Instead of telling them to be tranq,!ilin 
their minds. instead of assuring them that the 
pigeon of Mahometmigbt pearch in safety, and no 
longer fear that the eagle of Russia would pounce 
ufon the harmless victim-they must say, No, nOlle 
o all this. But we bave engaged that if you do 
Dot comply with every tittle that sbe demands of 
yon before. we presumed to interfere, we sball aban-
don you to all the consequences of war. . 

He cballenged the right honorable gentleman 
with continuing the armament not to produce ac­
'quiescence in bis'demand, but it bad its continuance 
in a deeper cause-from that prond obstinate spirit 
that would not confess its error. It was kept up. 
and all the violence of impressing continued. to 
preserve a haughty appearance of character for 
himself, when lie bad sacrificed the dignity of hiR 
royal master, and the fleet of England was made 
to ride in affected pomp. but in truth a. disgraceful 
array at Spithead; exhibiting in novel manreuvres 
the ~ig~zag type of hiM own conduct, He. tben 
spoke of the confidence which had been the topic 
of discussion, v.nd he laid it down as an invariable 
maxim in tbe constitution, that no monl'y shonld be 
called for, and taken out of the pockets of the 

,people; without stating the positive use to which it 
Was to he applied. . 

Tho tltlkd • ...; tUfioumed t. tit. fo1.louJiag tloy. ",Am Mr. WAit-
...", m«iDIo ..... rtjtde4l, IJg 244 tlpDut 116. . 
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MARCH 26: 

ROYAL BURGHS OF SCOTLAND. 

Mr. SHERIDAN gave notice of his intention·, 
early after the Easter recess, to make a motioo for 
a reform of the royal burghs of Scot1an,~. 

REPORT OF THE CO~[MISSIONERS OF WOODS 
AND FORESTS. 

The h·Duse It.allhlg resolved itself into a committee on tAis report, 
Mr. Pitt observed lhat up ... flu presetlt .. ca.ion Iu! ""Jfdd ROt trou.­
ble gentlemen by rnffring inlo Ike J1Ilrticulors ~f the rqmrls before 
them,; aery gentleman i,,, IkecommiUef', hesaid, must befull!J COg­

vinced 'If Ihe 1IW'ssity 'If th. adoption 'If some mfasure Jor the pre­
servation and inrrease of timbLT jw DIU' navy: to that point k~ should 
eatl the alldllion oj the committee, and 1Iot to tJtIy Ihing relati .. to 
the crown lands, tile final report on wlticlt IuJd not !Jet been made. 
In what Iu! had to submit t. lhe ,"""";/t" he shonJd _fllle hims.!f 
to the report on tlle .l\tew Forest in Hampshire. The jif'st p,'oposition 
in llu! bill he shovld ...... Jor, would b. to enable His Mqiesty I. 
'mpower Ihe tllrio,;tlg of 20,000 aeres of Ihe Jorest, Jor Ihe growth 

. 'If timber, and to give power. to Ik. persons "PJ"'inIedfor Ike 80M 
purpose 10 Ihrowopen os muck if/keenc/omr,o. might be"'.f!icient/y 
grouon, and 10 enclose an eqU41 quonli/y 'If fheJore.t,forlhe purpose 
of alwoy. keeping 20,000 acrt' melosed. In Ihe bili also It'Ould be 
a pJ"Ovi8ion of compensation to the FJ'sons who had a right of com- . 
I1Ion in the Jorest, and lhat provision. which, h •• aid, would be on 
ample one, was intended to be the confining oj the deer, IlJhich His 
Mtijesty had d right at present to let ...... tke...ghout lhe whok 
fcwest, to certain parts. ,The second provision of the bill would 
he 10 p, ...... t injury /0 III. timber; tJtId tke third. for the pr_a­
tion of periodical repo'ria to parliament. lIe concluded by-moving, 
tMt the durirmon he duoeoled to move the ""'"' jor 1eM!< to brinr: in 
a bill for the preservation and increase oj Ihe limber in tke New 
Fm""" lfc. J,·c. 

·Mr. Sheridan lamented that the right honorable 
gentleman had not gone more folly into his plan, 
which, he said, would, in his opinion, prove to be a 
matter of great importance, and to which there 
would be no inconsiderable objection. It was a 
matter of regl'et, he said, that aftel' seven years 
employ, the commissioners had not lIeen enabled tit 
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make a final report on the crown lands. He had 
hoped that such a report would have been ready; .. 
and that the right honorable gentlemau's proposi~ 
tion of that day would have been ou~. great scheme 
for the public beuefit. In his expectatiou. however. 
he had been deceived; he would not. nevertheless, 
upon the present occasion. trouble gentlemen far­
ther than he had done, but reserved himself to the 
production of the bill. 

7ne question was put and carried. 

APRIL 4. 

LOTTERY BILL. 

Th£ order of the d~y being read for committing that bill to a 
committee of the whole house, 

Mr. SHERIDaN said. he had omitted no. one 
opportunity. since he had enjoyed the honor of a 
seat in that hOllse. of opposing lotteries; however, 
the subject had been so fully discussed. and so ably 
argued. that he should not have spoken upon it at 
all, but from what had fallen from the right honor­
able gentlemetl. He had expected, Mr. Sheridan 
said, the right honorable gentleman would have 
sat silent and abashed. conscious that he could not 
advance a single argument in favor of a practice 
so destructive and mischievous, as raising revenue 
by lotteries. The right honorable gentleman, from 
what he had said, seemed to think the wisest way 
to get rid of this evil was by degrees. On the 
contrary, Mr. Sheridan said. he was for an imme­
diate, not a gradual. abolition of lotteries. The 
}'ight honorable gentleman had said, the drawing 
could not be shorter than usn ai, becanse the bargain 
was struck; he agreed with the right honorable 
gentleman that they must keep to their bargain; 
but was not what the right honorable gentleman 
had said, an argnment against having any lottery 
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.at all? The honorable gentleman (Mr. Rose) Mr. 
Sheridan observed, had said, if we had no lottery. 

"Ireland would have one i-did not every body know 
that a lottery in Ireland was not • mea~ure moved 
by an indifferent member of the Irish house of 
commons, jumping up and proposing a lottery, IJUi 
was a measure of the government; and if the Chan­
cellor of the Exchequer of Ireland did not move a 
IQttery as a part o~ the finance of the year, the 
government of Ireland would institute no lottery 
there? The whole, it was well known, depended 
on the government here. The minillter said that 
all tbe measures 0( the way. and means were al­
ready brought forward i-that was very trne; but 
the hou,se was not bound to give him discretionary 
power over things that appeared unwise; for hill 
part, it should be remembered, that he at the open­
ing of the business had objected to this very mea­
sure. If the minister must have a discretionary 
power over 300,000/., Mr. Sheridan declared it to 
be his opiuion, that the better way would be (or the 
house to vote him that sum of money to be raised' 
OD exchequer hills; and in the mean time the lot­
tery hill to be suSpended, Dntil an inqniry .hould be 
had into all the abuses which had been already 80 

well described. Here Mr. Sheridan recounted 
Dlany of the evils o( the lottery, 88 they came to 
his knowledge. when on a committee opon that 
IUbject. At first they pawned omamenu and IID­

perfinities-then furniture, tbat could most easily be 
"pared-and last, came their beds, implements and 
tools of trade--the very clasps of their children " 
llhoes, aod the very c10atha of the cradle. He be­
lieved there was oot aoy thiog in this metropolis, 
that gave ,och pangs of affliction to the homan 
heart, as the lottery. 10 .ho.rt. the pawnbroker 
had declared, be was at last ashamed of hi. pr0-
fession. from the wretchedness it enabled him to 
witness. Mr. Sheridan, on the whole of thelle con­
.derations, advised the giving up of the lottery 
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altOgether; and ~aid, the' pr~fits mighi be suppiieil 
by the Chancellor <4;!f. the Exchequer issuing exche.l 
quer bills to· the ,amount of 300,0001. he boped 
therefore ~ bill would at !east .~~ suspended for. 
the pre~~D~ .... '. '. . 

Thmoiioaft1/" ikeSptaker leaving tke chair WIZ8]1Ll lind Cllf'rietl. 
",,4 III! bill committttl. 

END OJ!' VOL. II. 
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