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SPEECHES
7 RIGHT gonoug.nm'

. RICHARD BRINSLEY SHERIDAN

- FEBRUARY 11, 1788, - ... .
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST ELITAR IMPEY, -
-. The order of the day, for the Rouse to resolve itself inlo a commitice
20 Rear wilnesses on charges exhibited against Sir Eljjah Impey,
having been vead, Sir Gilbert Eiliot moved—* ‘That Mr. Farrer,
& wmember of the house, be examined in Ais place” Mr. Farrer
said, he felt no objection to be examined, provided it was ot the de-
-gire of both parties and of the committee, but that he would, on no
account, consent Lo be considered as the witness either of the accuses's
or of .the accused. It was thew proposed to - call Sir Eljjah to the

bar, and ask whether ke had ony objection o Raving Mr. Farrer

M. Saeripan observed, that if such a measure
‘'was adopted, it would put the house into 2 most
~ embarrassing situation, as, it would be difficult for
.them to proceed, in case Sir Elijah Impey should
‘refuse to consent. ‘Mr. Sheridan added, that the
‘honorable gentleman bad already informed the
committee that he had it in his power to throw
-more light upon the subject of the first charge, than
any man living; and if it was declared fo be the
sense of that committee, he had no objection, he
would therefore move to declare that it was the sense

of that committee that Mr. Farrer be exemined. .
VOL. 1I, . B
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The motion was carvied—Mr, Farver then proceeded to give his
evidence, and began & vegular detail of all the circumstonces of
Nundcomar’s case, tracing them from the first time of their agita-
tion, before Sir Elijoh Enpry'a arvival i Indis, down te the or.
raignment of Nundcomar, ‘on_en indictment for perfury in the Su.
preme Court of Judicature. In the early part of the narration, Mr.
Farrer stated that ke had in his hand a warrant, on the back of
which was written, by an attorney, en account of the conversation of
the judges, upon application to them to grant a writ of habeas
corpus to Nundcomar. Mr. Forver said, the gentleman who wrote
the account was gone o India, bt that ke knew it to be his hand.
wriling. Having said this, he read the account, and it was taken
dowum% the clerk at the table. Mr. John Scott then rose, ond
seriously declared his eonviction that this former objection was right,
and that 1he witness ought not to have been suffered to give his testi.
mony in any other way but in anawer to auch questions as might
have been put to kim. Mr. Scott declared the paper just read would
not have been yeceived in any ecourt in the kingdom, since il was not
evidence, bul 8 mere hear-say account of a conversation, Mr. Scotf
enlarged upon the established law of evidence, and upon the necessity
of strictly adhering to it in all proceedings in any sort leading lo
a judicial determination. This gave risc to various remarks concan-
ing themoture, of the m:fw whick the commillee svere
then engaged. Mr. Fox maint that the paper just read swas a
proper paper to be upon the table, considering the nature of the pre.
sent proceeding ; and declared it was not & procecding ot all anala-
Zrous to any legal measarey in the oorts of Westminster Hall; nor
was the howse at wnbmd by the rules mdam”‘clzj &
-abecrved, that ke felt it imponible to speck of Imoyers in the hig,
terms of praise, whem e sxw them coming in @ body, o puxie
‘and confound the members of -thst howse, by advencing wlu
practice, in-sasey wheve they did mot apply ;- and ke reminded the
mﬁtﬁdtkhahd,um«?;al. argaﬁtundbo-
rily, fren o0 far as to ! (- ;
i, v g o S s o i e by inpeching
ebserved, that ke could nol evoid capresving kie astowiciment at the
illiberal obloguy with which the right honourable genticmen opposite
ahh}adlrmdaﬁ:bkprq'm f{;u,ﬂm g;'"ﬁcmto

hix s particudar point 1. raisd the prartice
?Mﬁ:ﬁaﬂzﬁnﬁgﬁh atinstion of ell the w’;u, #
-soould be upon the of evidenee. He tosk metice of My. Fex

g said he soos bred in that howse, and , if his lake
‘speech was to be laken as & proof of that brecding, he desired no
Weore of it. He mest entered into o fustification of the gentlemen of
iliés profession from the da-gv;f/ deing actmated, on the present ocea.-
wiom, - by an coprit du corps. Wamit, ke said, to be wondered at that
. should sppeer anziousto sitend the sgitstion of a charge
‘gadllayu' long slending, and wnsuilied character ; and
‘that chirge g [ & ome w3 cver was imputed to any man, or cven
qh’a—f C ; ’ .
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Mr. Sheridan remarked, that the honorable and
learned gentleman, he perceived, was desirous of
- not only teaching that house the law, but breeding,’
~ and he wished sfill farther to teach them Freuch.
He could act but admire the comical sort of argu-
ment which the honorable and learned gentleman.
had used in justifieation of his profession. He had
said every thing handsome of them, and followed"
his encomium, by adding, whimsically, that the
charge against Sir Elijah Impey was as black as.
could be brought againsf any man; nay, against
any lawyer. ' Mr. Sheridan declared that he 'could
not pass over in silence the reflections on his right
honorable friend (by the Chancellor of the Exche-
quer and Mr. Bearcroft) for a speech, which, he
thought, did his right bonorable friend infinite
honor. . He was sure his right hoporable friepd had
meant nothing persona) ; but wos it to be wandered
at, if; in his zeal to defend the privileges of that
hoyse, he shoyld reprobate the attemipt to mix the
practice of the law courts in their proceedings, to
which they were utterly inapplicable ? - The paper
in question Mr. 8heridan declared to be, in the true
sense of the words, good evidence; for what was
good evidence, but that which was applicable to the
end fo which it was applied, and which the conrt,
before whom if was exhibited, was competent 1@
receive. Different eourts, it was well known, had
different powers; and what wquld be evidence ig
one court, would not be evidence in anather, ‘hus,
what was evidence in the Court of Chancery, would
not be evidence in the Court of King's Bench, nor
would that gestimony that was good gvidence on 2’
trigl for felony be admissible on & trial for high treas
sap,  Mr. Sheridan took notice that the Chancellor
of the Exchequer bad, with gll that wonderfi
power of words for which he was so celebrated,
propennced g swelling panegyric on the honorable
and learned gentleman near bim (Majqr Scott}, but
be hed given his ;a.,rgm:u.ent2 and his copviction to his

B ; e
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right honorable friend, declaring he adopted the
principles which his right honorable friend had laid
down. * Upon such conditions he was persuaded
his right honorable friend would gladly compromise
for the future with the right honorable gentleman.

At length Mr. Farrer was desired to procecd ; and ot cleven
&clock the committee adjourned.

FepavaRyY 15.

LIBEL ON THE COMMITTEE APPOINTED BY THE
HOUSE TO MANAGE THE PROSECUTION OF
ME. HASTINGS.

Mr. Fox ’;oxd—“'lﬁatam:phfd, ma%ﬁ "‘A reviaw of the
principal charges against Warren Hasti . conlains matter
dﬁretd_ﬁdto H%Mtjedy,mdnaﬁ‘l;uudhdum;nr&
graphs, reflecting on the motives which had induced this house to
m -meHMﬁ:g:.Eq.oft:f:mndﬁdmm"

priuc%pamgafrmwfdc& is charge was deduced, ran
thus :—* an cxertion of public virtse, (the ¢
My. Hadings ), if to public virtuc it shall be referved, ds indeed

# Above all Greek, above all Roman fame ;”
Mﬁﬂfmﬁémabkm&hmtﬁua,ﬂdndh
Liow, Aowever clevated ; no abilities, Aowever splendid ; no services,
homwbagia,‘a‘larm:ttzm,;mutmfhéﬁzym
sovereign, mor the voice ople, can protect a Briti eck
_?-m mpfuﬁmﬂuﬂpfh?ddmpmﬁmpm if

°“d§“”.v- .

“ wﬁc_ﬁdnnwh%mmlmﬁwcdl&
ation of raponsibility, kis only west be in joining a
Jaction; for hiz services, let them mn%,orh&lqydty,k
if ever 30 exeoeplory, wddkﬁaﬁa’a:zor Wgy"

My, Pitt moved an emendment that the words, * His Mafesty,”
e left out of the resolution.

Mr. SEERIDAN maintained, that the last sen-
tence of the passage “ and a public delinquent from
unishment,” was a clear and convincing proof,
that the whole referred to Mr. Hastings’s present
enjoyment of the smiles of the Bovereign; and in-
sinuated, that an impeachment was a2 mode of pro.
secution that did not leave the Sovereign his power
of granting mercy after conviction, . 8heridan,



1788.] 8

‘in the course of his speech, answered the Chancellor
of the Exchequer’s observations, that the present
station of Mr. Hastings, as a person impeached by
the Commons of -England of high crimes and mis-
demeanors, was not a very exalted one, by remark-
ing, that till Mr. Hastings should be convicted of
the charges, of which he stood impeached, ‘his- sta-
tion was not, in the eye of the law, reason, or
common sense, to be considered as a station of de-
- gradation. ' ' &
Upon the question being put, the house divided; ayes (for the
on'gim quc:zt:n‘;’ a8; mgmz. ’ The amended gquestion was then
put to. . e
Mr. F‘ﬁr immediately rose, and declared that he still entertained
his opinion, that unless in cases of public libel, or of a libel on the
mmt at large, or legislature collectively, he did not think it
ing.in that to resort to the crown lawyers, asthe instru-
ments of prosecuting libels affecting themselves, interfering with
their frocadingc, or implicating a breach of the privileges, he moved,
" an address be presented to His Majesty, most kumbly to
desire, that he will be graciously pleased to give divections to His
Majesty’s attorney general to prosecule, The motion was agreed to
memine contvadicente,® .

- —

MagcH 6.

DECLARATORY EAST INDIA BILL.

During the apprehensions, which had existed in the course of
last year, of a rupture with the Court of Fronce, Government
had taken a resolution of sending our four additional regiments
to India, o board the company's ships, for the protection of our
porsessions in that quarter, and the proposition’ had been re.
ceived with equal approbation by the court of directors. Bt
8 the mean time the riorm having blown over, and government
cta:ll adhering to their resolution of sending out four regiments
with a view to form a permanent establishment of His Majesty's
troops in India, a question had arisen respecting the expense of
sending them out, and of thelr future payment. By un act which
parsed in 1781, ¢ was stipulated that the company should be
bound fo pay for such troops only as were sent to India upon
their requisition, and upon this act the divectors had refused to

% Mr, John Stockdale, the publisher of the pamphlet was tried
the 9th of December, 1769, and found not guiity,
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sharge the company wilh the expense of the troope in question.
But it was contended by the Board of Controul, established in
the act of 1784, that the commissionere of that board were in=
dested with the power of directing in case of a refusal of the
company, such édpense to be defraged ot of the revenues ari.
sing from theif territorial possessions, Upon this case the
.vourt of direstors had taken the advice of several eminent lawyers,
mho were of opinion that the Board of Controul wuse not in.
vesled by the act of 1784, with the power contended for, and the
directory had ‘accordingly refused to take troops on board the
ships that ‘were about that time to sail for Indis, Upon thix
ground My, Pitt moved the house on the 25th of February for
leave Lo bring in a bill for removing the doubts in question by
declaring the intention of the legivicdure in the act of 1784, Lo
Rave bren agreeable to the construction pul upon # by the Board
of Coutroufr After a long debate this motion was carried
without u division ; and on is second reading, upon the 3rd of
March, the East India Company tere heard by thefr counsel
against the bill at the bay of the house.~—On the motion “ that the
‘tpeaket now leave the chair® Bir Grey Cooper rose and op.
Posed it.—This brought on along debate.

. Mt SHERIDAN obsetved, that 1o man was more
disposed fo listen to the honorable baronet’s (Sir
James Johnstone) pleasantry than he was; and,
thongh he wished that he had treated the present
question with a little more gravity, be was convinced
he was actuated by a serious principle at bottom.
The bonorable baronet had whimsically enough
compared the difference between the Board of Con-
trol and the Court of Direciors to a matrimonial
wrangle, He bad niways been taught that it was
Yot safe to intetfere between man and wife—thongh
ke, foF once, would hazard the éxperiment ; trusting
that it was a marriage according to the laws of
Scotland, where the misconduct of either
was held to be a sufficient gronnd for divorce,
With respect to the guestion before the hoase it
Was cbe of the most important that could come
snder their delibération. It not only affected the
tharters of individoals, and of parties, but it went
to affect the character of parliament, in violating the
faith of its statutes, by a system as corrupt as it was
dangerous to the most sacred and dearest interests
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of the constitution of a free people, .. He admitted
that the Chancellor .of the Exchequer had stated
the object of the declaratory: bill fully:and fairly;
but, it was a bill, the principle of which he denied
to be founded on the bill of the year 1784 ; and if
it was not proved to be clearly so, it was impossible
that the house conld agree to adopt it as a Jaw ex-
planatory of the powers of that bill, If the Board
of Control wished to grasp at pew powers and new
patronage, why did they not come forward .with
new bill? But they did not dare to meet the quess
tion openly and fairly ; well knowing that it would
have exposed them to all the calumny which they
themselves had so liberally bestowed o the. ¥io«
Jators of chartered rights! 'The board, had wisely
adopted a mercantile idea in suffering the, company
to deliver up their rights and privileges by.instal«
meﬂt- co N - . B L Y T LN ) S S
. But_the right honorable gentleman (Mr, Pitt)
bad, with his usual plausibility, declared, that they
wished to be armed with nq powers that, were not
subject to the control of yarliament:,- . What did
this declaration amount to? They only wished to
have the military patronage of India in their hands;
under the control of parliament !<~Control was, in4
deed, a word not in very good repute af present;
~—but to talk of the control of parliament over an
army which was not paid by parliament, was foe
ridiculous ta need any comment ;—and yet such was
the controlling power. which the right honorable
gentleman had desired might be set over him, Uns
~ donbtedly, if he had spoken of the army on the
British establishment, he would bave been ware
ranted in saying that it was subject. to the contro}
of parliament, becanse the king had no other means
of paying that army. but by coming to parliament
for the money.. Here ths case was widely different,
for.the regiments now proppsed to, be sent to India
were to be paid, pot. by parliament, but.by the
taritorial reveoues of the. East Indis  Compeny.
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Buat what was still more extraordinary (and be
desired the house to attend to it} by the last clause
of the act it was declared to be in the power of the
commissioners for managing the affairs of India,
to send as many troops as they might think neces-
sary for the security of our possessions in that quar-
ter of the globe. ‘The clause was worded in the
most ‘unqualified terms; they might even send to
India an ‘army of ten thousand Hanoverians, or
any number of mercenaries collected, as the Earl
of Chatham emphatically said, from the shambles
of Germany, thus giving to the executive govern.
ment the monstrous and unheard-of patronage of =
foreign army not paid by parliament. He desired
gentlemen to pause before they came to a vote on &
question pregnant with such danger to the state.
- He confetsed that he was not a little sarprised to
find a renewal of invectives against the bill brought
forward by his right honorable friend (Mr. Fox.)
Considering ibe strong measures which the present
bill goes to embrace, he rather expected to have
found the severity of some gentlemen softened into
ﬁhrases more conciliatory. Heremembered that an
onorable gentleman had once compared the India
board constituted by that bill, to seven doctors and
eight apothecaries administering to the health of
one poor patient—Dbut their prescriptions were more
palatable than the dose now mixing by the Jearned
doctor of control, who, in the trne spirit of quackery,
desires his patient to take it ; that he has no occa-.
siont to cenfine himself at home, but that he may
safely go about his business as usnal. This sove-
reign remedy, he said, would no doubt soon be
adventured under the popular name of «Scots pills
for all sorts of oriental disorders.” Mr. Sheridan
then tock a eom ive view of the merits of the
two India bills, m which he paid a compliment to
the manly and decided condnct of Mr. ng, in
position- to the crooked policy which had led to
discussion of the question then before the bouse. It
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was very remarkable that when the right honorable
gentleman introduced bis bill, he prefaced it with a
speech, declaring that it had been fully explained
to the directors, and that they approved of it. This
te now was inclined to doubt, otherwise it would
be difficult to account for the declaratory bill. Bat
perfection was not the lot of humanity. This was
the seventh perfect system which had been intro-
duced for the good government of India, and still.
there was much to do. S '
' Mvr. Sheridan here read the titles of the various
acts which have from time to time been introdaced
by Mr. Dundas, and as often repealed, altered,’or
amended ; one of which was * an act to obviate all
doubts which have arisen, or may in future arise,
respecting the government of India.”  ~ -
: e then proceeded to animadvert on the inter-
ference of the Board of Control with the patronage
of the company, not only in the civil and military,
but in their commercial concerns; and read extracts -
from - their correspondence in support of his asser-
tion. He compared the Boanr of Control, the
Court of Directors, and the body of proprietors,
to the Dramatis Persone of Swift's Tale of a Tub,
and concluded with an appeal to the feelings of the
house on the situation of the officers of the East:-
- India Company, who, if the present bill should
pass into a law, would suffer degradation and dis--
grace, not only in their own opinion, but in the eyes
of those whom they had often led on to victory. .-
The house divided ; chair) 182;
ke s o et )
'mwdaﬂubrﬁgnpthcrcpﬂmthtjallowhgday. :
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Mazce 7. .
DECLARATORY EAST INDIA BILL,'

My, Steele having intimated from the bar that he held in his hond
the report of the committee of the whole hoxse to whom the declora-
ratory bi had been referved.  The speaker put the quedtion * That
the report be now brought up.” "
Mr. SHERIDAN declared that considering the
round of objection upon which be and his honor-
able friends bad argued the bill, it was impossible
for them to suffer the report to be brought up with-
out a violation of all consistency whatever.

M. Pitt then rose and addressed the house ot great h in ot
port of the bill. [ the course of his speech he ob tbatllrg':
SMM&&M#MMMWMj , 5 many
shining wil, in others very ingenious ergument, in eat elo-
quence, and in some foo truths end justice, Mdeedngc‘r:daym
marked that it was extraordinary that he who kad stood up the
stremuous assertor of the ative of the erown, should profess
himeelf an advocate for the bill of rights and the defendes of the
liberties of the prople. - That he had stood up the strenuous awertor
gflllejudmdlefl:l[mgaiuqfw:rmmamda%
altempt had been to invade that prerogative and trample on

eonstitutional rights of His Majesty, ever be his pride and his
Boast ; end ke could nol help thinking that his having done w by =e
merns disqualified him from ing forward asan advocale for the
rights = libertics of the sulject when they appeared to be ot all in

My, Bheridan observed that the right honorable
gentleman who spoke last, bad been pleased to
compliment bis fancy, his abilities, and his eloquence,
bat bad added, that he seldom employed them
either with reason or truth. He rejected such com-
pliments with scorn ; assuring the house, that when-
ever he troubled them, he endeavoured to do it
consistently, with a most rigid regard to truth and
justice. MHe conceived, he might with truth retort
the accusation on that right bonorable gentieman,
because, if ever there was a person who deserved
such compliments, that right honorable gentleman
might advance the most nnquestionable cEama' » No
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men could be ioré clear and elfquentZyhen Gt
pleased ; no man, when he wishe to%%ﬁ@h\
meaning, could. veil it in greater. % Adan-
guage, or involve his sentences in a n@‘? L
of obscurity, when be wished to concealgh

had no meaning at all. The right honorable gen-
tleman had charged those on that side of - the tiped
with being enemies to the prerogative of the crown,
and bad asserted his ¢laim at the same time to be
not only thé chanpion of prerogative, but the protec-
tor of privilege. If he neant 'to ‘call: gentlemen -
the enemies of prerogative, bécause they were
pot like himself, the friends of a dark, concealed,
and secref band of advisers, who, sculking behind
the throne, were the main spring and source of
attack upon the constitution, and of danger to the
throne itself: if e mweant, that because they ob-

ected to entrench upon the valued privilege of that
ilonse, and disdained to see the dignity of another
insulted by a mean, gross, and scandalous system of
transacting phblic business by whispering; if he
meant, that because they were not ready unnecessa~
rily to increase the standing army by every possible
expedient, they were, therefore, enemies to. the pre-
rogative of the crown, they were truly so, and they
gloried in confessing it. They avowed an eternal
hostility 4d & prerogative so exercised. But, that
they were énemies to the just prerogatives of the
crown; to those Xrerogatives which the constitutivn
- bad wiségr placed ‘in the hands of the chief magis-

trate, and the exercise of which tended equally to
the honor of the sovereign, and the happiness of the
subject,” he ‘denied. e was ready, however, to
bear testimony, that the right honorable gentleman
was a friend to the prerogative of the crewn, inde.
finitely and implicitly, but he did not see how he
could therefore artogate to himself the praise of
being also a friend to the privileges of the people ; -he
whose whole political life Ea'd been occapied in attacks
wpon those privileges, Hewho tommenoed his ca-
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reer in the sitvation which he then held by a violent
infringement of the rights of that house : an infringe~
ment which wasfollowed by a direct attack on the free-
dom of election. Under the cover of a bill of commer.
cial regrulation, his next measure had been an attack
upon the privileges of the people of the sisterkingdom,
and this was fo?lowed by an experiment on the tem-
per of the people here, by assisting in the scheme of
a wild protector to change the constitutional defence
of the kingdom from a navy to fortifications. Every
part of his administration had manifested a tendency
to support and enlarge the J'ust but dangerous pre-
rogatives of the crown; and in particular, be had
used every means to augment the standing army ;
fictitious wants had been pleaded, unknown dangers
bad been suggested, and Ee had but too successtully
added to the alarming military force of this country,
both at home and in all its distant colonies ; and too
successfully, also, endeavoured to bring others than
the mere military within the bounds of the motiny
act. These were the proofs he bad given of his
friendship for the privileges of the people. Buch
had, nevertheless, been the confidence of that house,
that, with all these things, they had professed to
have faith in his good intentions, and in his regard
for the constitution, He, for bis own part, was
most sincerely desirous that it should be proved,
that the right honorable gentleman bad a true and
zealous reverence for the constitation. To satisfy
the mind’s taste, and to justify the admiration that
every one felt for his. endowments, it was a matter to
be eagerly wished, that a gentleman of such bril- -
liant talents should sincerely regard and Jove that
constitution to which such talents as his were pecn-
liarly adapted, and under which alone they could
fullz display themselves. . His friends talked much
of his conscience; and, fruitful in excuses for the
errors of bis system, never failed to say, that he was
debanched into every iniquity and folly that he
commiited. An honorable gentleman speaking of
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him, had said, ‘that in his bill he'was suré that his
conscience had been surprised, It was bad advice;
and not wicked intention, from which: this bill ‘had
originated. - He was not unwilling to give’ ear to
this apology. He hoped it was true;-and he partli
believed it. He didp not hesitate in” agreeing wit
his admirers, that he bad people about him 'very
capable of leading him wrong. It was his ‘original
crime that he had connected himself with' these
from whom no good counsel could come; andla-
menting, as they all must do, the consequences of
bis want of vigilance, and the misfortunes of his
connections, it was earnestly to be wished; that his
conscience would either keep a better look-out, ox
that be would keep better company, .+ oo
- His right honorable friend, Mr. Sheridan said, on
this occasion, had obtained a most complete triumphs.
Every part of his India. system was now demon
strated to be just, and in nothing was.it rmore troly
justified, than in the attack which the' right-honor<
able gentleman had made on him that night. - In
the very moment that he was vehemently arraign-
ing his right honorable friend. for the bill which he
had brought into the house four years ago, a bill lay
on the ta%le which went ten times farther in all the
points which he at the same time affected: to:con-
demn. There was something very singular in the.
whole of the right honorable gentleman’s eonduct
on this occasion. - He bad begun his speech with
talking of the magnitude end importance of the bill
on the table; of that very bill with which he had.
originally stolen in upon the house, without expla-
nation, without speaking of ita dangers, and without
giving any notice of its magnitude. . He had pro~.
cured it to be read & first and - second time ; but
being caught in the fact, and finding his arm ap~
rested, and himself discovered : seeing, that notonly
the gentlemen on that side of the house; but on all
sides, had taken the alarm, then he camé forward,
and talked of the danger with which the bill was
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pregnant, humbly requesting that it might be
checked and guarded in every possible shape.,
The bill, with all its ierrors, its areogance, and its
evils, came first, byt the checks came behind, by
way of rider .—prerogative foremost, the constitu«
tion in the rear. The right honorable gentleman’s
great argument was, that his bill did pot, like that
of a right honorable gentleman (Mr. Fox) assume
the patronage of Imﬁa. That it did not take the
wer of appeointing was certain, and never denied ;
at while it eonveyed the power of recalling in all
cases where the appointment was net made with
their approbation, the enly difierence was, that the
patronage in the one case was possessed nnder cover,
and without respomsibility ; in the other it was open
and avowed, In all the great features of the present
bill, and in much more the present docirines, were
the same as those which his right honorable friend
had asserted in 1784. The great difierence was,
ghat this bill added to the system 3 measure which
he should seon explain, and which broke through
évery principle of the constitution,and was in every
shape alarming to the people of this country.

Bat mark, eontinped Mr. Sheridan, the modest
sssumpiion of the Board of Control ¢! The revenues
of India amonnt to ning or ten millions s year, and
the Board of Control desire that a declaratory bill
may pass 1o give them the unlimited er, not
only to eollect, but 19 appropriate the whole sum as
they may think fit. The only security was to be
the virtoe and integrity of the map. Was that a
suflicient pecurity P—Asny person capable of asking
from an enlightened people se much power must be
amad, and consequeptly mot capable of applying it
with sound yeason 10 3 good end. But, said the
xight honorable gentleman, jndge of us by expesi-
ence. Have we not cbosen 3 Lord Cornwaliis, a
Bir Archibald Campbell, and 8 General Meadows ;
aud can there be danger in trusting power in such
bands ?—Argning in that way, what did it ippose
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on that house ?-«~That they were to fit £very man
out with power in proportion te his charaeter. That
was to be the slop-shep for Indian gevernors ; they
were to give to one man the flowing robes of impes
rial despotism, and.to another the short skirts of lis
mited monarchy.. The .constitation -of England.
must not trust. to such means of safety; and in ar-
uing about principles, they must not think of men.
.%Ie averred, that the bill gave the Board of Control
the power of appropriating the revenues of the com»
pany- to. what. purposes they:pleased ; iand. they
might put 500,000L. at discretion into. their own
pockets, or ¢hose of their friends. They had the
power of immcontrolled corrnption. - They might sub.
sidize the court of Poonah. . They might take inte
their pay 20,000 Mahratta horse ; they might anni-
hilate the.commerce of the eompany ; .and all this-
they might do by means of this declaratory bill. -
:'The bill of his right honorable friend had been’
said to erect a monster nnknown to the constitution,
because a noble Lord (Earl Fitzwilliam) and the:
seven commissioners .were invested with certain.
powers, . Compare the powers of :that board with.
the powers of this. Lord Fitzwilliam and the com.
missioners could not send forth a dispaich; they
could neither declare war nor make peace in India ;
they could neither subsidize Poonah, nor entertain a
body of Mahratta horse, without having the pleasure-
of the king signified through the medinm of the Se-.
cretary of State. The board of control could do all
this. They could declare war; they could make
peace; they could enter into subsidiary - treaties
with the princes of India ; they could collect all the:
revenues of the company; and they could apply
them to what purpose they pleased, without the con-
gent of the King. Mr. Sheridan put this in varions
'gt;ints of view, and then came to animadvert on what
r. Pitt had said with regard to the bill of 1784 not
being made o0 a compact with the comtﬁimy.- Mr.
&heridan averred, that the whole of the bill was made
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with the declared consent of the court of directors.
Tiie minister had. stood upon -that compact, had
pleaded their approbation as a matter of argument,
and it was passed into a law clearly on the ground
of compact and consent. But now the right honor.
able gentleman wished to violate the engagement,
;nd to avoid the ignominy of baving broken a solemn
argain. . . . . :
- Upon this occasion, Mr. Sheridan added, that he
should beg leave to submit, to the feelings of the
honse, whether what they had seen that day ought
not to convince them of the error into which they
fallen, of acting upon confidence? . The minister
had at length taoght them, that to suspect bim“was
their duty, and they saw that it was only by so doing,
that they could faithfully discharge the trust reposed
inthem ; for they saw that not being able to ac~
complish his design, "but being detected, he now
came forward apparently desirous to receive coun-
cel, and to embrace instruction. -
= Mvr. Pitt and Mr. Dundas having spoken, ‘
* Mr. Sheridan observed, that the right honor-
able gentleman had given him no answer; and added,
that be questioned him about power; but, conld get
no reply which did not exclusively relate to patron-
age. He spoke about the constitation, and the
right honorable and learned gentleman gave an an-
swer concerning cotton. ' In short, he positively
evaded the request that he woold define his own
power. '.
At A the ion being pul, the house divided; or
bmgml:g:p tkr’c;:'t) 13-"’.%'115. ' e
: :
. 7 MaRcH 10. _
REGIMENTS SENT AND DESTINED FOR THE
- EAST-INDIES,
. *Mr. EBERIDAN desired, that be might be per-
mitted earnestly to call upon the house to meet with

Y -
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jealous and rwith strict attention the. circumstynces.
nuder which the four new regiments were to be sent
to India... In. the course .of the .discussion lately,
brought forward on the propriety of that measure,,
it had been stated as the intention, and as. part of.
the system of ministry, to increase the number of
king’s troops in India. Now be believed it to bea
fact, which he should be able ta prove, that orders.
were actually sent. out to reduce the establishment
of the five regiments already in' India, at the very.
time that it was proposed to send out these four new,
regiments.  Gentlemen might start at the assertion 3
but he believed the papers he was going to move for
would justify what he advanced. e
. In August, 1787, the directors of the East-India
Company bad applied for leave to recruit the, troops -
on their own establishwent in India, which by law.
they could not do without His Majesty’s permis-.
sion. This leave had been withholden, from Au«
gust to November, nntil the moment of. alarm bad .
arrived’; when the directors, unable to recruit
their own troops, in consequence of the delay, with
that dispatch the emergency seemed to require,
were prevailed upon to accept of these regiments,
One reason assigned for withholding the permission
to recruit the company’s troops, was, because they
would not consent to have their recruits inspected by
one of His Majesty’s geveral officers. If any per-
son had advisei Hyis Majesty to insist on having the
recruits so inspected ; he hatf advised him to insist on
what by law he was not entitled to enforce, even if
the company had consented. = =~ .
The five regiments now in India, when they ems
barked in March 1783, consisted of one thousand
rank and file each, besides the recruiting compa-
nies which were left in England. .There was no
reason for saying that these companies were mnot
fully adequate to the purpose of recruiting the regi-
ments to which they belonged, and of keeping them
up to the full establishment on which they had been
VoL. II. . e ’
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deit out’s 6¥ they had a]réady sent out ‘seven buns
dred tecruits.” ‘And! yet; 46 the very moment -of
alarnt, when the directots, tinder the'idea of suddew
eihergénty, agreed to uiccépt ‘of the ‘four mew regis
ients, 'ofders-had been sént oot for ‘reducing the five
regiments’'in Indid' 1o séven’ hundred privates each,
Withont any reductioil of the commissioned officern
and this too, when the ininisteri was disputing: withi
the ‘dompany; ‘that’ according ‘to the act of 1781y
they must - pay twe litks of yupees for each regiment
of king's troupd- in'Indin; -whilst the directors con+
fended that they ‘onght " pay onl III- propbrtion tor
the noniber of effective men in each. ' Mr, Shende,n
now moved, that there be laid before the house, .-
3«7 ‘copy ‘of the establishment of the several regl-
fierits’ of His Majesty’s' {orces on their embarking
for thé E'a.st-!ndnes, ﬁnf March ‘1783, with a copy of
the orders givén in“Aagust, 1787, for the reduction
?_f the establishment of the said regiments. - . .
% Copies of the last retorns of the four regiments
destmed ‘for the- East-lndles, togetherwn coples
of their recruiting orders.
= & A copy of the last apphcatlon to Hw Majeoty}
fof his reyal licénce to recrait the tegnmnts abroad
Belonging to-the East-l ndm company Px mth thd
answer t (A

¥ The papers were ordered, o
- . i 1i o 2 . ¥ B
P .L . e z —————— :
(TR PR P ."[_,:, . .. . VR Y]
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mu. TO ENABLE HIS MAJESTY YO I.Iczncn
*rnn m:nronMAchs AY unr.nns wn.u.

- M-Mn&iu-gﬂ in ﬁuw:mmmrudqﬁnf
Gme.. S N T DR .

>- Mt SHERIDAN temarked, that be bad ean-ented
1o the'bill being réad a first time, becanselit .was
teally his wish, that the -bouse should have an ope
portunity 16 consider themaﬁer fairly, and to ons

S SENATE 4
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derstand: what .was. demanded, from -theny,:. With,
regard to the petitions. for: the hill, atd the allegaz
tians stated.. by, them.with zespect. 1o the Iarge pricg
paid.foy the purchase of therr shares of the property,
of Sadlers’s Wells, by. Messrs.. Wroughton,and A5
nold ; if ;the hoyse, could, with apy:sert of consists
ency, do any thing to prevgnt their sustainipg @ Jossy
no. man..in ‘that honse ;yvould go. faythey ,than he
‘would; he wished them 6 be dealt; withiasliberally
and..as.;handsomely; as,; possible, “hecause: he. . wag.
veady, fto admit, , thaf. the, case,_of, Sadlers) Wells
stood npon very different grounds ‘indeed from _;ﬁq
of the Royalty Theatre,, which bad lately been.be;
fore the house; yThat wes. 2, scheme  set. upippor
false, pretences,and suppotted by. & gonspiracy. o
Justices of the . peace,ito defeat the law, which they-
were bound, by theic.path, fo execute, .. The, preseng
application came forward ip a- decept manner, any
according to the practice hg badever wished |to; be
pursued, whew he kuew,mare of what wag goipgon
with respect fo the theatres than be digd at. present 3
having, . long sinpey entrusted bis. interest ju; tham 4
the management gud:care, of, others in whom he h:
reason, to" plage.; confidence. ', My, Sheridan wishe
such an application tobg liberally considered,. any
that the jegal monopolists might not stand-pp thel
rights toa.strictly.. He bad ever:hegn, and he trusted
that he even shonld be found, an gpemy to ..nxbtgigg
Pr

like oppression .in - any-fngtter, greatior small ;4
on the presenf; occasiony he confessed that the ap,
prebensions of other people interested jn the rights,
supposed; to. be. attacked by the pilk in.question,
went beyoud,.his..own 3 but it was, bowever, to be
remembered, that those, apprehensions related 10,3
property,upon which, taking the twe winter theatres
puly, a-sum littlg short pf;two hundred thoysand
ﬁo.un.ds bad. heen embarked., He.felt,it, therefore,
is duty to.-endeavpur; to  protect, those rights,ace
cording: tg theig ideas of the injury they might susr
tain, and pof ancording to .2%1 more ndulgent way-
C
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of ‘considering the subject, which he might himself
have entertained. ' "Mr. Sheridan then proceeded to
argue on the nature of the present application.” The
proprietors of Sadlers’ Wells had declared in their
case, that the cause of their application for s bill to
énable His Majesty to grant them a licence to con~
tinue the entertainments of Sadlers” Wells as here-
tofore, was, that ¢ the proprietors of the winter
theatres had lately instituted saits at law, not only -
hgainst the last newly erected theatre, but intended
to commence suits and prosecutions against all others
ndiscriminately.” To his owh personal knowledge

Mr. Sheridan' said) that inference was wholly un-
ounded; and the proprietors of Sadlers’ Wells
knew it to be groundless ;—there was no intention
to proceed against them, or to molest them in any
way whatsoever. In anotherinstance also, the case
of the proprietors of Sadlers’ Wells was fallaciously
stated. - ‘h:z told the hounse that they came there
only to ask that they might be legall{ empowered
to continue their performances as usual. That was
hot the fact ; becanse what they asked for was a
‘monopely, as appeared clearly from a view and
_examination of the different parts of their case.
There was some degree of unfairness also in their
mode of reasoning against others, who stood in 2
similar -predicament. Speaking for themselves,
they saict % that doubts may arise, whether in strict
construction of law, their ormances might be,
strictly and ‘minotely, within the letter of their
licence ;” but when they spoke of the riding-schools,
the Circus, and the new set of competitors, they
stated them as performing in defiance of known
laws, upon the authority of musical licences only;
whereas their own licence contained not a letter of
power ‘more than the licences of their adversaries
‘'which they reptobated ; the only”difference being
that the one was granted by tge Surrey justices,
and the other by of Middlesex.  From this it
appeared, nay indeed they avowed it, that their ob-
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ject was, monopoly; and not licepce ; and. the- house
could grant them no relief according to. their own,
statement, unless they put down all similar places,
- and shut their doors in E.lturé against all simirar ap-
plications. ., Their claim. to the preference might o
might not be well founded ; but ‘he could .not but
think that places of similar amusement under the
Burrey licences, would afterwards come with a pretty
strong case to parliameunt for an equal indulgence § -
and that it would be an .odd reason fo give for re-
fusing their requests, that the proprietors o " Sady
dlers’ Wells had the merit of transgressing the law
first, and had therefore received a protection from
the legislatare, to which those who had only followed
their example were entitled.” This, bowever, was
a matter for parliament to consider. ’ If they chosé
to grant the preference, and to establish the mono3
poly which tEe present bill simed at, and as a mat.
ter of regulation and policy to stop there, the pro-
prietors of the winter theatres would have Jittle to
complain of j for, he took it for granted, that certain’
alterations would be: made in the bill, and that no
part of the new powers would be disffered to entrench
1n the least on the rights of the winter, pateuts,’either
as to season or the species of performances. Mr.
Sheridan concluded with ohserving, that the winter
theatres had a right to complain a little of those whe
had brought in the bill. * The petition had been be-
fore the Eouse_ nearly two months,' and yet the bill
bad not been brought in till just at the last moment,
close upon the commencement of the Sadlers’ Wells
season, in order that its near approach might beused
8% an: argument,: and in order that it might: come
into discussion at a time when the winter proprietors
could not so well be heard against it by their coun~
sel, if they should judge that measure necessary.
" He should on that account, notwithstanding the sur-
‘prise that had been attempted on the house, move,
“ that the: second reading of the bill .be postponed
to Friday, the dth of April.”. - - e
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Mr. Ladbroke aniv'éved, that if thé iecond reading srus put off till
Friday the &th of April, some of his most profitable part of the Sod=
lers’ Wells seasom wonld have elapaed before the bill could be decided
#pon ; ke therefore moved {o insert the words * Tuesday neat” in the
motion, by w-}l./ of amendment.
. The Rowse divided, uyes for the sth' of ‘April 48 ; noes 39. '*
MUTINY BILL. .

" The order of thei day, for going into b committer upon the wmtingy
bill, was read..; Upon coming te the clause respecteng the frain of
ortillery, the surveyor of the ordnance, Coptuin Luttrell, moved
sreral amendments, to bring the ruyal engineers, and the corps of
f‘iﬁl"a"w(hhmw‘hﬂ.qf’mﬁllr ' - .;| vt , E ‘r
.. Mr, Sberidan. renewed his arguments against
utting . the  corps .of artificers under martial
w ; .contending, that if once the principle of
convenience. and - expediency should be _adopted
as a justification of extending martial law, instead
of the old and true principle of necessity, there was
1o saying to what an extent it might be ff)usshed. - If
it, werg proper to put the corps of artificers under
martial law,.it might with equal, and even greater
proprie?v,.be arguoed, that the dockmen should be
put under martial Jaw, Mr, Sheridan’reasoned
upon the effects of such a measure; and said, that it
mright be propér at Gibraltar, in a garrison, or jn 2
camp ;. but that there could hot exist a reason for
ﬂntﬁng a -corps of artificers under martial law’ at
ome.., He shewed, that it was neither likely, on
the dne hand, to make them better workmen ; nor,
on the other, to improve them as soldiers; 1,a'n,cl‘ he
declared, he wonld take the sense of the cbmmiiteg
ppon the question of amendment. -, 7 0 7
" The himte divided, eyes { for the amendment ) 48 ; moes {with Mlr.
MJ% a LI T D :{ T P B R PO
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430, Steele brought up the report-of the commition on the mutiny
‘bill; and om the resding the “clgusec if oy incorporsiing the amly-
raised corps of wmilitary artificers, * ;



.. Mr. SHERIDAN rose,-and declared,.he: conceaived
‘the gbject of it to’ be sa important, that he was des
sormined to opfose such it Iovelo 11 eve
stage, and fo. fake, the’ sensg of :the . house cony
cer%:ing.. its. alarming. tendency..... Mr. Sheridan
stated his objectiosifo the adoption of the new piie
ciple:of . expediency. and. seconomy, (the more dan-
gerous because the more \plaisible,). instead .of thé
old principleof defence.and gctyal pecessity. .-Fhe
‘right ‘honorable gentleman,, he " thought, ,dga snot
peem 16 have ariglt, feeling. for the fundamental
principles of the consfitution, . He had been too, apt
10 lend himself to; every project of, his colleagues;
and to think his office: was merely. thas of furnishe
ing defenges of, the measures of, pther men, clothed
in. fine language.. . The present measure.had heen
brought, forward ypon the specions pretence of eco-
nomy-—a plan, that ought evex to be, cautiously ad,
mitted, when, junder. i, the:greatest.evils might
be sustpined. . If the . present, measure; shoyld, be
sadopted, jb, would be laying a ground, for the most
alarming and dangerous consequences, . The'army
was increasing .in eyery part.of ,the globe,.at the
moment, it should seem most unnecessary ;. and, at
the moment when it was, stated that,the:glory. of
Great: Britain jwas: in dts ntmast splendog,, gn? its
power unnivalled.: In proportion @5 peace yyas .de~
.clared; to be, secure, ﬂ%cﬁ?.-'.l&'iflﬁ.}fq?ﬁﬁ?llﬁ;ff on to
Anerease jtp EXPEDSEs v taok, awon fua sd  lid
.+ The homee divided? ayes ATay mom 6% i Yu ety
cemtsie—; ooy 3l e s sveer vaglt fndy ded
REPORT ;ON. THE; DECLARATORY ' EAST:INDIA
an Vuermsdt baatlos o B8 goguasn el ;g
. *Upén the recoendoment of thin.bill; ok the Tothy Mre P
"woved: sonered clapses v—{The fireh wanto limit the mymber of forcess
Jor Lhe. payment of twhich, 1he, g i 'ms.fgrvalé’ﬁ ggeard_of
“Control mmpchilg issue ordert o 804 X
Majesty's troops: awd’12,200'of the Envopeak freaminh B
pany's service.sTht second was) & prevents theirm ecrppring she
wastablished sakiy of ewery officery -'thmfwgf the company,
ol quh fnarepsp s b2 ropogd B9 Hq, retom, wend dgd
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before Both Rouses of porlioment.—~The third wai, lo prevent the;
tonwnissionery from ardering the paymeni. of any exiraordinary
o any pereon on account of services performed in India ;'
except, as is excepted in the preceding clause—The fourth and last
toas, to oblige the directors to lay annually before porliament, an °
m%pmqu'dﬂﬁdn revenues, nado/;fn’r disbr,
menis | clauses were agreed o without debate. |, |
' Om the 121K the hotise ded 1o reconsider the r the
m- ‘Aﬂrmymmmdm.] : i wg .
‘Mr. ‘SHERIDAN “declared himself ' surprised,
that - the noble lord, (Mulgrave) though ~one
of the Board of Control, had not said one word
on the subject, which concerned that Board more:
immediately ; but had confined bimself merely to-
abusin% his right honorable friend’s (Mr. Fox’s)’
bill. The noble lord had tatned 4 deaf ear to the
earnest ‘appeal of his- right honorable eolleagune’
‘(Mr. Dundas;) and thoagh twice called to by
the Speaker, in the course of a former debate, had
chosen to ‘remain silent, ‘ till* bis vight' honorable
friend hdd been called upon to ‘say = few words
in reply to an attack on bis bill, founded in mis--
representation. ‘The noblé lord had then observed,
as it were to himself, ' this 'is the fit time for me
to speak ; now I'll rise and {ake my share of the
‘debate.” - - The noble lord had accordingly risen ;:
‘and after having advanced what he thought pro-
‘per, by 'way of aggravating’ and imflaming the
falsé coloaring put vpon bis right hooorable friend’s
bill, be sat down; declaring there were other’
matters of which he meant to have’ taken: notice,’
but that they were as well let alone;—meaning,
aindonbtedly, the  conduct of thé Board '‘of Con-.
trol ; the members of -which -ecollected themselves
‘together in such & state of perfect barmony! Mr.
Sheridan ‘declared, 'no: man ' had more grwnd-
‘vespect for the noble Jord than himself, as the noble:
Jord well knew ; bat he conld not help remsrking
so singular a' circumstance as that which be bad.
poticed. ~ Having,' therefore done with that, he-
‘would ‘proceed to say a word or’ twe vpoil some’
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matters that had dropped from the twa honotable:
. and learned gentlemen;: (Mr. ~Adams. and: Mr:-
Scott) who had taken part’in the debate, relative -
to the - administration of. Lord, North. . One of.
them, (Mr. Scott) the honorable and learned gentle-.
man who spoke latest in the debate; “after an ex:-
planatory-word or two-had -said,.“ but that admi»
nistration is no more, and de moriuis nit nisi bonum.”>
The other honorable and learned, gentleman, had
forgotten the. proverb; and so far from speaking:
noliin - but :Eoodf. of .the .dead, .bad . profusely
poured forth his gratitude to his: right honorable..
friend, for baving: been, the persevering and suca,
cessful iinstrument. of, extirpating .that administras..
tion. . The ‘house swould - please to, observe, the:
‘word . extirpate,, which the honorable. and learned,
gentleman ‘bad ¢hosen to. use so emphatically, was
‘a' word, that,. in. two languages, bore two, interpres.
‘tations, Very. opposite to each. .other in their imports;
They had .lately .been. tald, the. honse: would re-,
collect,- in - Persian; to ; extirpate, signified “ to;
‘change . from one situation to a better.." . Whether..
- that -was the- sense in which - the. honorable and,
learned gentleman meant to, use it,. he,knew.
not ; but certainly, though several persons, formerly,
connected with . rdx.l%orth, .and. in .office, under,
him, had possessed situations of high rank,. great,
power, igreat . patronage, -and, great, emolument ;,
they.were now changed .into better situations,; and;
.were in places of higEer rank, greater power, Jarger,
and more extensive patronage, and infinitely greater;
emolament; -.. I§ was jevident, thereforey;that, she.
de mortuis did not apply; -all the members of Lord,
North's administration not.being dead, but many,
-of them, as the house saw, alive and merry, at that;:
‘moment.’ : Mr; Sheridan next proceeded. to, remark,.
that . an : howorpble, and .learned, gentleman, had,;
thought: proper to:call Lord: North’s, a, weakw-a,
servile; 'and:. a corrupt. administrations: a charge

which, au honprable. pud, learned friendlﬂfdﬁhl}gd;
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repelled with bqual eloquence abd ability.: - Whats
ever there had ‘been of servility and corruptness in
Lord North’s .administration; the  honorable and
learned gentleman, over the way, might best learn
by enquiring of those about him. .Evident: it must
be,; no part of those base passions was imputable
to such friends of Lord North, as sat on the side
of the house on which. he ‘stood. They had been
pat to the severest test ; and to their eternal hopor,
they had evinced their ‘steadiness, and truth, jn the-
hour of the severest trial! When the ends of ser-
vility - and . corruption. were. impossible to be an-
swered, - they haﬁ most manifested their affection
to- Lord North's person;-and. their conscionsness
that whatever there might be of servility and cor~
raption among his adherents, he. was himself a
itranger to the existence of. either; and instead of
meanly deserting his. party, when be was unfor-
anately least. capable of appearing as its leader;
heir attachment, so far from dithinwhing, strength-
'ned with his infirmities, and grew with his decay.
Had it been possible (but he knew be.-was puttis
m impossible ‘case) for those friends of Lord Nort
0. have .remained silent, when.he was attacked
o illiberally and unfairly as he bad been. that day,
ot only when be was. absent, but svhen,.the, very
:anse of that absence.weuald have sperated, on, the
nind of every man who made the slightest preten-
ions to either taste or feeling; 10 bave made him
bstain from any thing which swore the appearance
ven, of severity of animadversion om the conduct of
, minister, who, it ought $o:be reinembered, had
ever denied his responsibility, mor.:desired to, shun
nquiry.  Those who thought proper. to act 90 up-
rarrantably, might rest-assored; that: there were
nough of those whom the moble lord had consected
imself with, who-would stand up in his.-de'fe,l}c&
md shield his character fiom thoee unjust aspersions
7hich were eo .extremely illiberal. . Mr. Bhendap
splied to the remark. of Mr. Hardinge, npop his
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‘Havibg termed thd clamor, ‘secasivned’ by the groky
tnisrepreseitations ‘of his ‘right honordble’ friend's
bill, 'which had gone fofth, a sendeless yell ;- and, in
‘answer ‘to the' insindation "that> be ‘had any where
declared, that he ‘had ‘advised his tight honorable
friend agaifist the measare'; hé begoed leave to' deny
having' éver givei sich advice. ! iié-°'hadfidiﬁered
with bis. right ‘honorable ‘friend as* to the mode of
Qoing'ittHut ‘as to the measure itself, he had ever
kotisidered it as’ wise and manly ¢ siich-ds the nature
6f thé ‘casé,nd the fieceséity of it absolutely re-
juired 5, baving been emiformly of opinion; that his
¥ight honorable friend‘would have acted incehisist-
“ently and idly, hed he not yone the! full tength:of
thé 'evils td' be remedied. * Hé' dedlared; thatithe
dill theh’ before ' the* housé, had siffieiently “esta-
blishedl the ‘proptikty b 'bis- right honurable frend's
Bill! sind proved the filly’ of the clamor: that had
been! set ap against'’'it.” Mr.’ Sheridan’ cbsetved,
¥hat an hondtable' dud ledrned friefid (MyScott;
thad quoted some baoks; which he himself had state
o' ‘be bad" authérities; 1o’ prove -that his hohorable
Triend had yaid'in' 1783, what he had hever uttéred.
Buch 'books ¢ettainly were! not to'be relied on’ with
ny great degree of ‘¢onfidendd ;''but thére 'was to
be found in those very bﬁoksz"’a veport of part'df a
speech ‘of the horiorablit' and' léained gentleman; fn
,’shppm‘é"of thé ‘yeracity’ of ‘ which his''recellection
bore testimony’ as ""e,"t:'trﬁld’dei‘:lhi'e,‘ 'upon his honoy,
hie' well betembered Vit 'th have’ tiappened s itiwh
“thore'stated s vha. thas- when! the fidggfof its being
‘the 'detjitti'of 'the Chiricellot! 6f the Exchequer %o
isdolve " the dpatlidment, 'had ‘been'in discossion lin
"thit house; ‘the Mondribld  andl leitHed gintlemin
hat) dtood npddlt dbsuikd ‘the Housk, ‘thtither Hght
Yionorable' ‘genttemian’ had no st whédriintional
‘ﬂw;so. ¢ la8 he hiid terpned ily fa vibws Ypledg
‘himself £’ be 'the Arst what? {6 coihe!forward i
‘mbve'dn impeachment’if 'thé Fight Hionorable ped-
"Beman should take & step” of such's nthver > The
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step, they all knew, bad been taken; and it was
equally well known, that the honorable and learned,
gntleman +had not moved the impeachment,
e well remembered the arguments urged at the
bar of the house, with so much eloquence, by
the honorable and leammed gentleman, who had
that day attacked the bill _,ofg his right honorable
friend. He well remembered, also, a quotation,
which the honorable and learned gentleman had
applied in the course of his argument, and which
at the time bad made a great impression on
the house. Had not the honorable and learned
gentleman been in parliament, and bad he been
em‘rloyed on this'occasion as counsel for the East-
India Company, he would doubtless have used the
same argument, and the same quotation as the lat~
ter, with peculiar force, applied to the right honor-
able gentleman, who had introdaced the bill then
upon the table. Mr. Sheridan here read the quota-
tion, and then added, that as the honorable and
learned gentleman, and many others on the same
side of the honse, had spoken in terms of great
reprobation and severity of his right honorable
friend’s bill, he had a nght to contend, that they
well knew it did not deserve what they had said
of it; or that if they fbought it did deserve what
they said of it, they had by their actions and their
conduct contradicted their sentiments. Mr. She-
.ridan explained this by asking, if the majority of
that bouse really thought his right honorable friend,
-himself, and all theix friends, men of such principles
‘as they ascribed to the authors and supporters of
Mg, Fox’s East-India bill; it was likely that
would since have raised them to a rank of
exaltation and -honor, of such high trust and confi-
:dence, as to have entrusted them with the econduct
.and management of 2 cause, in which the glory
‘and_fame of the nation, the honer of His Majesty,
.and the lustre of his crown, the digl;i;y both
bouses _of parliament, and the justice of the legis-



178g T 2

Tature, weré ﬂéépl'{ intérested and involved ? Would
the’ housé" have honored’ them Wwith' so “extraord
dinary; so delicate, and 50 distinguished a‘mark of
their confidence; if they had 'been enemies to thé
constitation--violaters of the law-——and persons who
tréated the private rights of ‘individuals with levity
and indifference. The reverse must be the fact; and to
assert otherwise would be to libel the house of com=
miofnis, and vilify it in the grossest manner: ~In that
trust, his right honorable friend, and all who shared
the trust with them, ‘possessed the highest power,
and the most dignified patronage; ‘they had the
power of retrieving the national character, ind estab<
lishing, beyond all question, its title to be con<
sidered as the impartial dispenser of justice; ‘they
held the' patronage 'of protecting the innocent,—of
‘punishing the guilty! An office of the highest ho¥
nour had thus been bestowed on bis right honorablé'
friend, an office of a far different nature, and miore
congenial to his feelings, than that which had been
bestowed on the right honorable gentleman opposite
" tohim," To use‘influence and prostitute power was
as suitable to'the temper of .the one, as to do justice
and avenge the injured,’ was congenial to the sentiv
ments of the other. ' Long, therefore, miglit - his
right honorable ' friend ;s continue so "em loyed, 2
‘stranger to coprts and all their vicions delusions. "
., The kouse afterwards divided on the mation, “ That this bill fe
engromed,” ayes210; moes122. 1 o T 00
AR P R T U A
ot MaRem gt T T
foen oy MUTINY BILE. -° " -y
Theorder of the day bein or the third veading of thisill.
Mr. Hussey 5{y°cctcd i’b thatgm lkcw-:hicls rgwc%btlg;
new corps of military artificers. ' Mr. Pitt vewinded the Aouse that
the question noto before them was, -whether the bill should be resd
third tie ; whem that was doney then: would be the proper scason
Jor the honorable member to come forward with any watics he might
hasx to propox relative to the corps of military artificers.
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; ~Mr; SHERIDAN considered the clagse.as involvs
Ing a very important constitutipnal question, and
therefore he wisbed it ta be postpoped until the
morrow,, that gentlemen: might bave an opportunity
of considering it with that attentive deliberation
which it really merited, The question put by the
honorable . gentleman . (Mr. Hussey) wEether ithe
artificers had .yet: been, enlisted. and. attested as
soldiers, had not been answered. And, as be con-
ceived that it was very material fo the discussion of
the clause in dispute, he trusted that some gentle-
man on the other side of the honse would condescend
toreplytoit, - . .. .. .
. The question having been put and cerrled, that the 8ill be read &
third time. the Speaker informed the house thet # was now the time

tomove any amendoment on the bill. Mr. Husey then moved, ** That
;:wt ::'laux Jor subjecting the artificers to military discipline, be kﬂ

.. Mr. Sheridan declared, that he could not aveid
repraobating the very dangerous doctrine laid down
by the bonorable and learned gentleman (Sir Charles
Gould*). ;If it be true (continned he) that the King °
can rzise any number of troops without thé consent
of parliament; or, what is the same thbing, not
woted by parliament, he is then independent of par-
liament as long as be has money to pay those troops.
Mr. Sheridan denied that any such posver could be
executed by the King on constitutional principles,
He maintained, that every man who exceeded the
number limited by the mutiny bill, did not come
under the mutiny -act; mnor, eonsequently, under
military law. He took notice of (what he described
as) the singular manner in which the warraot di-
rected the men to-be attested, that if they were not
found to be good carpenters, masons, bricklayers,
collar-makers, miners, &c. of which the noble duke

. & Sir Charles, m'&m;mim :h:i;&ng of
the bill being maexted i is Majesty vy tzoops
“on &eﬁhh*&bdngafhwdsmaindby Paﬂnm'cnt. .

e
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Richiniond }vas tox be! the ‘sole ‘judge; they might
he Téduced at_his pleasare Ffrdm JBifiepence ‘to six?
pence per day.. It wag stated also,iin the warranty
that those men avere ta. be)eniployed en the. fortifia
cations; + Considering the ‘hqbl_ef‘-duké's_ passion - for
military projects, the house ought to be watchful of
every opportunity which he might embrace of .gra
tifying his favorite pursuit 5.and he would nodoubt
employ’ these 'six hindred: imeh, as he did the'eon?
¥icts,.on a principle of; economy; *** T
" Mr." Hessey's amendiment ioas negatived withows o division, : *-'>

s b
"

RN TR BCLI A i oo s anw acom O L (T R L

[ ' ; Sty .f ;I-f‘.-‘MA;"dn—'_-ii.':‘{[-,‘.,‘_l s "_,'!.,t,‘_,’ N1
Boatwsadton g WM 6 0N i e 0T e e it b e
4. ;DECLARATORY EAST INDIA BILL, .
" My Pitf moved the order. of the ddy for the third reading* of
this bill, ind the question having been put ¢ That-the bill be now
need 8 third timx,"m discussion enssed ; the ion deing
salled for, tie bouse divided, ayes  far reading, the bill o third time)
127; poes 73. 0 f '

?
v kB ‘!('k. it E O o

- I" Ty -Awl‘;" ! ""
b My SrErrpAR begged leave to submit to thd
house & €lause, by Wiy of rider; “which he proposed
to bring!tip and'‘annex: to the bill. : Thé object of
the elanbe Wad to' limit the ddration of the Board of
Controll'and eonfine it ko the period of ‘the charter's
Existence.”f Mr.’ Sheridan justified " his' moving' "'
tlause' by ‘way of rider; by the frequent example'of
thé other side of the house § and: said, that it'was
extremely ‘hécessary that ‘the ‘company,” when theit
charter expired and deprived them of theirexclut
sive ‘monopoly df trade, should not any longer b¢
liable to the superintendance of the Board of Cong
trol.” He read the ‘clause to the house, .and thoved
for l?av# to bring #up.: i x Cune o an?

The question having been put from the chair, M. Pitt declared
that he felt himself under the necessity of resisting the motion ; be-
tause, in the first place, it was wholly unnecessary, as the Board of

Control attached solely om the civil and military of India,
#xd not spon the commerce of the Cmp@ﬂe.;mmr‘?

*
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charler of the Company expired, if it should not be deemed proper
or adviseable to rencw it for & fresh term of years, the them novel
sifuation qfthemmwmddmmﬂyprmac&mmdamtd
bedhcu‘;edﬁlthat ,mdh?c&mdcmprﬂﬁmttold
wpom., It was, ore, ly improper to and:ci; me of
the guestions then to bmu‘g‘iehﬂoagilaﬁu. Bm,:'l:.:yjrz
Ae could eollect the wording of the clause, as the homovabls gentles
man had read it, notwithstanding his reflections om the inaccuracy

zbilbnddam by him, and those en his side of 1
, it appeared to be ¢ ectly drawn. (Mr. Sheridan express

ing some surprise at this) The Chancellor !bE.n'Ilqua'akt
:k:gmy negative m)arda “udnhnga-.” mmmd:l' .
Upon the whole, he considered the clzuse as wscluss, and rather cal-
- culated to convey an insinuation on the whole bill, than to answer any
Jit or mecessary purpose.

Mr. Sheridan answered, that it was, undoubtedly,
peculiarly becoming the other side of the house to
stand upon verbal precision, when they themselves
were $0 remarkably inattentive to that particular,
The words “ and no longer,” were, it was true,
omitted in the elause, as he supposed, through the
mere error of the engrossing clerk;—the error
was easily set right. But, from the whole of the
right honorable gentleman’s speech, it was clear
that he was utterly ignorant of every part and

E;i;ciple of his own bill :—an igunorance which he

manifested all through the proceeding. The
Board of Control had aﬁ‘e&dy extended their in-
terference to the commercial -concerns of the com-
pany, Ina illustration of the Nabob of Arcot, with
which, throngh a falsé and forced constructivn of 2
treaty, the Board of Control had interfered, and
unjustly arranged them. Another illegal interference
was in the aflair of the claim made upon the com-
pany by government, on account of the two lacks
per regiment. The Court of Directors had desired
time to_inquire whether they stood indebted to Fo—
vernment or not. They bad laid the case before
their counsel, and his answer had been, that the
demand was illegal. They then said, that they
would write to their servants in India, and get an
exact account of the subject matter of that claim.

They prepared the dispatches accordingly, and sent
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them to thé Board of Control. - The right honorable
gentleman then went, in his “capacity of first in
the commission, and there altered the company’s.
dispatches ; making the directors mistake their own
accounts, and’ put them into sacha form as must
defeat the object of their inquiry in India. ,

s After further conversation ‘the question was put on the motion,
“ That the clause be brought up,” and it passed in the negative, -~

The Speaker mext put the guestion * That the bill do now pess.”

Mr. Fox now adverted to the questions that had, in the course of
the debates, been so often stated relative to the interference of the
Board.of Control in the commercial concerns of the company, and
which he said, had never received any other q?ly, than such as was

I

.

en insult and a mockery to common sense, the right honorable
gentleman did not chuse to give any intelligible answer, the house
would form its own conclusion on kis silence. a
Mr, Dundas odmitted, that the Board of Control had no legal
authority whatever to interfere in any manner in the commereial
concerns of the company; and he was equally ready to admit that
the Court of Directors had no legal authority whatever to send out
dispatches to India through the medium of their secret” committee.
. Having made both these admissions, ke acknotoledged, that the Court
of Directors, wishing to take the cotton trade on the coast of Bom-
ay into the company’s own hands, in order to supply their China
trade from Bengal; and knowing that the success of their design de-
gended on secrecy, and that if they sent their dispatches from the -
secret commitiee, taking upon themselves, at the same time, the re-
gomibility of the measure, which they were mware was illegal.
nder these circumstances, the dispatch came tothe Board of Control,
signed by the chairman and My, Manship;, a gentleman certainly
not extremely friendly to the board ; and the board became, if the
house chose 0 to phrase it, blind instruments in the hands of the Court
" of Directors, and subscribed their signatures to the dispatch. This .
waz the whole of that transaction.” The Board of Contrel neither

suggested the measure, nor tovk any other port in the offair than he
hed stated, S :

Mr. Fox answered, that from what the right honorable gen-
llmtnl_ had siated, the Board of Control, it was evident, had
acted illegally; becawse, if they had not lent their authority in
the case in question, the dispatches could not have been sent to India,
through the wnlawful medium of the secret commitiee. Mr. Fox
took occasion, in the course of his speech, to observe, that the omis-
sion of the words “ end wro longer,” really proved, upon inquiry,
10 have been a mere clerical error, as the words were in his honorable.
Jriend's manuscript, which he was ready to produce, '

‘Mr. Sheridan denied that the right honorable
YOL. IT, D '
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gentleman opposite him had given a true account
of the transaction. T'he Board of Control had done¢
more than the right honorable gentleman had de.
scribed. They ﬁad not acted as blind instruments
but as beings perfectly possessed of sight, Thej
- had altered the dispatch, by omiiting a sentence,
(which Mr. Sheridan read.) Mr. Sheridan added,
that, as all hope of defeating the bill was then over,
he would not trouble the house any more than
merely to take five minutes of their time in reading
a statement of the different characters of the twa
India bills; a matter the more necessary, since, in
the whole course of the debates, the bill of his right
honorable friend appeared to have been mach mis-
understood. Mr. Sheridan here proceeded to read
the paper at length. When he was about half
throngh, he was interrupted by
Sir Robert Sﬂh, who desired to know the authorily of the
paper ; and whether it was an extract from o hlet, or a more
authentic document, If it were the latter, it might be laid on the
table and printed for the sz of the members.
TRe speaker declared that the Aoworable gentleman soas ectl,
éurdertormdlhpapwapa‘!qfﬁupefdu pefeetly
Mr. Sheridan said, he had before stated, that the
E‘aper was a description and comparison of Mer.
ox's India bill, and Mr. Pitt’s India bill; drawn
up carefully by himself; and extremely necessary
for gentlemen to attend to, as it would give a per-
fect comprehension of each.

After Mr. Sheridan had gome throngh the paper, the question
Uﬂgﬂ.“mmwdoian,”;:cgdmwﬁd without «

L ————
_ -~ APRIL 18,
COXDUCT OF THE ADMIRALTY, RELATIVE TO

', THE. PROMOTION OF ADMIRALS.

By en order of council, doted in the yesr 1718, end addressed
to the lords commissioncrs of the Board of Adwireily; they ere di-
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rected to proceed in the promotion of officers to the rank of admi-
vals, in the navy, according to the seniority of much offieers upon
the list of captains, regard enly had to their being duly qualified
Jor the rank to whick they shall be promoted. y a subsequent
order of 1747, the lords of the Admiralty ere authorised to super-
annuale such captains of long and meritorious service as shall be
disabled from serving as admirals, by age or infirmity, under the.
titie of admirals upon the superannuateda list ; or, as it is commenly
called, the list of yellow admivals. In a promotion made by the
Board of Admiralty, on the 15th of September, 1187, in which
sizteen c?tm'm were promoted to the flog, wpwards of forly cap-
tains had been passed over, the greater part of which had the
offer wmade them, of being put upon the superannuated list; but
conceiving themselves am'tid from their past, and their capacilj] for
Juture service, to the rank of acting admirals, they refused the
retreat that was offered them ; and had endegvored, but without
success, to obtain their ve-establishment from the Board of Admiraity.
This partinl promotion had occasioned a great and geneval disgust ;
and especially amongst the officers of the mavy, who were alormed
to find, that the expectations of veward for the longest and most
wmeritorious services, were lo be dependent upon the caprice of the
Jerat lord of the Admiralty; and it was, therefore, thought a proper
aubject for parliamentary animadversion. Accordingly, on the 18th
oﬁ April, Mr. Bastard moved in the house of commons © That the
house do resolve itself into a commiltee of the whole house, to enguire
into the conduct of the Board of Admiralty, touching the late
promotion to the flag.” As this motion went fo a direct charge of
ministerial misconduct agoinst the first Lord of the Admiralty,
and was free from the objection of intcrfering improperly on the
Junctions of the executive government, it was necessary to meet it
upon the distinct merits of the case. In support of the presump-.
tion of misconduct, Mr. Bastard stated the cases of Captains
Balfour, Thompson, Uvedale, Sherley, Bray, ond Laforey, and
several others were mentioned in the course of the debate. With
the view of obwiating the unfavorable conclusion these cases seemed
strongly to support, it was argued by the Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer, in defence of the Admiralty, that none of the circumstances
alleged amounted to more tham a negative proof that . the officers in
questim, were not disqualified for the vank for which they con-
tended ; but that where a selection was to be made, (and that a selec-
tion was expedient would appear, not only from the uniform practice
of the navy, but from the great expense and sundry inconveniences
whick would unacoidably resdt from an overlouded kst of flog
officers ) it was necessary that o discretionary power of making that
sclection, should be lodged in the commissioners of the Beard of
Admiralty.  He admitted that they were responsible to pariiament,
i1 the use of that discretion ; and that whenever a case was made
out, strong enough to warrant a suspicion of such abuses as deserved
censure or punishment, it was the indispensable duty of the house
of commons to proceed to enquiry. But he denied that mch a case

D2

-
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wfm& out.—It had not bandliged that there was on
) of incompetent merit amongst those who were promoted,
on whom a charge of partiality or corvuption could be founded,
At had not been asmerted that the first lord was actuated by cither
malice, or any sinister motive, towards those who had been passed
over, upen which he could be charged with injustice or o
The point to be decided by the house was, whether they could infer
Jrom the statement they had heard, that the judgment of the first
lord upon professional merit was not to be trusted ; but ought to be
corrected by theirs. Such a case might undoubtedly occur ; but
he scarned the house of the mischicfs that would inevitably ariee
Jrom opening their doors, without the most palpable and urgent
necessity, to the discussion of professional gualifications, the
accomplishment of military promotion.

Mr, Dundas contended againat the motion, as it would, if carried,
produce these two bod consequences :— First, thot all future promo-
tions must be by rotation.and semiority ; and next, that no first
lord of the Admiralty would, in future, subject himeelf to wuch an
inquiry as that now proposed ; which, of necessity, would make him
prefer @ promotion E seniority to responsibility, and the certainty
of disobliging. Mr. Dundas justified Lord Howe's conduct, by
saying that no person had imputed a corrupt or sinister motive to
the moble viscount ; and it was natural for him, who was responsible
Jor the officers ke employed, to make those captains admirals, in
schose honds he cowld trust his character with the greatest confi-

Mr. SHERIDAN said, be should have declined ri-
sing, had he not heard from the argnment of the right
‘honorable and learned gentleman opposite to him,
that no one captain had been promoted but such as
the noble viscount could have a confidence in. That
was ( Mr. Sheridan said) the only consistent reason
which had been given for the promotion. Mr. She-
ridan went into a statement of the nomber of ad-
mirals on the list; and, after having mentioned the
various different descriptions, declared, that when
the promotion took place, there were twenty-four
admirals, at least, as able in body and spirit as
thase last made. To what, then, was the last pro-
motion to be ascribed? Was it done in a time of
war? No; it was not; bot on the mere rumour
of a war. The right honorable gentleman had
wsked, “ Would that house ?retend to judge of the
qualifications for admirals?” Thus the nght ho-
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norable gentleman always led them from the quess
tion. They would not pretend to judge of the qua-
lifications for admirals; but one thing they surely
judged of, and that was, whether the Admiralty
acted, in their promotions to the flag, consistently
with their own rules. 'The fact was, they bad not
done this. In the case of Captain Laforey, the
right honorable the Chancellor of the Exchequet
said, that the First Lord of the Admiralty bad laid
it down as a rule, that officers, taking a civil em-
ployment during bhostilities, abandoned their pre.
tensions to military preferment. He admitted it
was a good rule. Another rule was, that no person
of bodily infirmity was entitled to promotion ;—
that was a good rule likewise. Again, any officer,
who had not been at sea in the course of the pre-
ceding war, was not to be promoted to a flag; and
this was a third good rule. But their roles and
their conduct did not agree. Captain Laforey was
set aside, and Sir Charles Middleton promoted,
though both holding civil employments, taken by
each flagrante bello. Sir John Lindsay—for it was
necessary to speak out—though a most respectable
officer, laboured under such bodily infirmity, that it
was not likely be should go to sea again; whilst
Captain Robinson, one of ﬂrd Rodney's captains,
who lost a leg in the action of the 12th of April,
was suffered to limp away from the Admiralty
without employ, though otherwise hearty, and as
fit for service as ever. As there were twenty-four
admirals on the old list fit for service, and no ser-
vice very likely to be wanted soon, the late promo-
tion eogd not be justified on the principle of state-
necessity; and the moment this principle was
abandoned, in came the principle of honorary re.
wards and‘emoluments; under which construction
the late promeotion fully merited the charge of
being partial, capricious, and oppressive. Mr. She-
ridan said, he liked the minister’s argument of
responsibility ; but he feared it would not much
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hurt them, as he observed it always came from
themselves. 'Their responsibility was, to confess
that they were responsible, bot to stop all enquiry,
and prevent the house from deriving any benefit
from their responsibility. He differed a little from
his right honorable friend, as to that house only
having a power to interfere with the executive
department, for the purpose of censure or punish-
ment. He agreed with Lord Kaims, who had well
observed, that there was nothing like abuse, or
even suspicion of abuse, in the executive departe
ments of government, of which that house could not
take cognizance. That house had a right to inter-
fere, whenever it" thought necessary; and to Eo
to the crown with wholesome admonition. The

romotion, if not enquired into, would break the
Egart of the navy, and perhaps ruin the service.

The question being put, the house divided ; ayes 134; noes
154.°

Mavy 5.

WAYS AND MEANS.

The order of the day for going into & commiltee lo consider of
the ways end means, being read, the hovse went into a committee,
end various papers were referved to the some.  Mr. Pift opened the
business, and tn a long speech, orgued * that swe had the foirest
ground for confidence ; that we should not only enjoy emple funds
Jor the liguidation of every expense, bt also for ing on the
%rulwgmk&maugm—tkm&dﬁuqzapﬂd

owr Al

Mr. SHERIDAN remarked, that, however invidi-

* The very inconsiderable majority by which the minister
defeated the enquiry, encouraged Mr. Bastard to make another
attempt. On the 20th of April he moved “ That it is highly
injurions {o the service, and unjust, to set aside from promotion
to flags, meritorious officers of wpproved service, wbo are not
reciuded by the orders of His Majesty in council.” Afier »
&Mormmmmwmmemmﬁu;
Boes 220; ayes 169.
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ous it might seem to start objections to so flattering
a statement of the revenue, and increasing re-
sources of the country, as had been just given by,
the right honorable gentleman; it was pecessar{
to dispel the delusion under which this country had
been acting for some time, and to detect the falla-
cies. which were still attempted to be imposed on-
the public, and continue that delusion. 'The right
honorable gentleman had entertained the house
with an account of the sad state of the Freunch
finances; and he, for one, wished so well to that
part of the right honorable gentleman’s argument,
that he hoped the French finances would always be;
found in as bad, or even a worse situation, when-
ever the right honorable gentleman should have
occasion to draw such a comparison as he had now
done. But how bhad they Eeen reduced to that
miserable state, in which they were represented to
be? By doing that which we had done, and were
continuing to do. The French had net faced their
situation ; and by endeavouring to impose on them-
selves, and to make it appear better than it really
was, they had rendered it infinitely worse than it.
might have been,

%ot, however, to dwell upon the situation of our
rival, or to triumph, because it was worse than our
own, the real question before the committee was,
to consider, whether our receipt was equal to our
expenditure. The annual expenditure for the peace
establishment, as now stated by the right honorable-
gentleman, was to be in future 15,624,0: 0l.. This
might, therefore, be considered as ground to argue
from; since, however much it might exceed that
sum, it could ot reasonably be expected to fall
short of it.. In order to make up an income equal
1o this expenditure, by taking the receipts, not on
an average of several years, iut one year only, and
making up the accounts from April, 1787, to April,
1788—instead of from January to January—a re-
venue was produced on paper of 15,792,000, Mr,
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Sheridan contended against the accuracy of this
statement; and said, the report of the committee
appointed to enquire into the state of the finances
in 1786, would put the matter in a clearer light,
The annual expenditure was there stated to be
15,390,000/ ; and the annual revenue as there
stated, with 100,000/. additional taxes, fell very far
short of that sam, if fairly calculated. If the right
honorable gentleman, instead of the receipt of the
last year—which was acknowledged to have been
more productive than any former year had been,
from accidental caunses that could not be expected
to operate for another year—had taken, as he ought
to have dene, the average of 1786 and 1787 ; the
produce of all the taxes would have appeared to be
no more than 2,389,000/ ; making, with the addi-
tion of the land and malt taxes, 15,250,000/, ;—
which would have fallen short of the expenditure,
as now stated, 374,300/, This was as near the
truth as could reasonably be presumed, from the
circurustances of the country and the revenue, since
the peace; and this was the situation which the
committee was bound in duty to meet and to pro-
vide for; instead of endeavoring to impose on
themselves and the public, and ‘delaying to apply
the remedy till it might be too late.

Another circamstance he felt bimself obliged to
controvert, was, the means by which the right ho-
norable gentleman made up his estimates of the
expenditure. 'Whilst he added to the estimates of
the army, he allowed no addition to the estimate of
the pavy. Was it really his opinion, that the
expense of the navy in 1790, would not exceed
1,800,000L? For the ordnance, indeed, he allowed
10,000/ ; but took no notice of the expense of for-
tifications; which, in the West Indies alone, ke bad
formerly stated would amount tobetween 2,000,0007.
and 3,000,000 ; and taking fortifications, as it was

' most reasonable to do, at the largest estimate, (for
they seldom fell sbort in point of expense, whatever
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they ‘might in point of uti]ity,} there ‘w
-wanted 800,000/, for the West Indies alon B
-on the whole, from 700,0001l. to 800,000/. H&gb-
jected, also, to the estimates for miscellaneous s
vices; which, he contended, must exceed 74,2241,
the sum for which it was made out. ‘
He came next to consider the shifts to which (he
observed) the right honorable gentleman had re-
sorted, in order to defray the extraordinary expenses
of the year. Five hundred thousand pounds were
to come from the East India Company. They
were to pay 300,000/ last year; and he had then
objected to the right honorable gentleman’s taking
credit for a sutn which the company had not ac-
knowledged to be due. No part of that sum had
been paid into the exchequer; and, because the
payment bad been, and was still, disputed by the -
company, credit was again taken for a much larger
sum ; which he firmly believed would no more be
paid than the former, The company had denied
that they owed any such sum to government; they
bad drawn up a case for the counsideration of coun-
sel; and if the facts were as they were stated to be,
he bad no scruple in saying, that the claim of
government was not well founded. _
The right honorable gentleman amused the com-
mittee with fine stories of the increase of our trade
and shipping, and the flourishing state of our fishe-
ries ; but, instead of entering into any exemplification
of what he had advanced on that subject—the truth
of which he wished as much to rely on as any man
=-he begged leave to call the aitention of the com-
mittee to the commutation act; whick (he con-
tended) had failed in every circumstance for which
those who supported it stood pledged to the public.
Instead of the supply of tea, which the company
were bound to import by that act, to answer the
increased demand —to have a year’s stock on hand
and to keep the prices as low as by the commuta-
tion they ought to do—they had not imported a.
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quantity equal in any one respect to those purposes.
"This he did not charge on the company as blame-
able; their finances had not enabled them to do it;
and would government call npon them to pa
500,000L, in order to enable them to do that whicﬂ
they had not been able to do before? There was
no way of doing this, but by enabling them to in-
crease their capital as the value of it decreased, as
bad been done in the famous South Sea scheme,
With regard to the commutation act, he asserted
again, that the compact with the public had been
broken in every respect. 1In the first place, it was
to destroy smuggling, which had been argued as the
principal advantage that was to be obtained from
it ; and yet it was notorious that it bad not done this.
‘The company was to supply, not only England, but
all Europe with tea. One hundred and eighty
thousand pounds had been sent to the continent to
buy up the whole stock there; and by the last
accounts from China, the foreign shipping there
was four times greater than it bad been at any for~
mer period. We now sent to China 1,500,000L
annually, instead of 305,000L or 400,000, which
we used to send before; and, notwithstanding this
great increase of the balance against us, from the
high price of tea, and the quantity that would soon
be imported on the continent, there was reason to
believe that smuggling would again prevail as muach
as ever. This breach of compact with the public,
he affirmed to be a strong charge against those in
whose hands the superintendance and management
of the company was placed ; and whose duty it was
to see that the engagement with the public should
be fulfilled. He objected, also, to the method in
which the commutation duty was paid; and that
it passed unnecessarily through vanouns offices, in-
stead of being paid immediately into the exche-
quer. He concKla(;ed with observing, that, in the
present real state of the finances, and the evident
mefficiency of the commutation act for the purposes



1788.] . 43.

for which it was passed, hé saw no reason why a
duty of 200,000, or 300,000l should not be raised
on the article of tea. .

My Pitt replied—and in the course of his speech observed, * Upon

the whole, ke ed that the honorable gentleman had token that

ortunity of guarrelling with him; and that ke had not been uble
:fpjind a more plausible pretext for his opposition to the subject,
under discussion of the committee, than by his dreams and reveries
on the commutalion act.”. ' ' -

Mr. Sheridan declared, that so far from having
sought an opportunity of quarrelling with the right
honorable gentleman, he had suppressed inuch of
what he fjt on the delusion, which had that day
been practised on the subject of the finances and
the resources of the nation. The right honorable
gentleman ;he admitted) had, at last, explained
the nature of the claim on the East India Company,
If it was not found to be just, the money was to be
refunded ;—this circumstance, however, had been
considered of so little importance, that the right
honorable gentleman had not thought it worth men:
tioning in his first statement—if this was not a
shift, he did not know what term to bestow on i,
The commutation act (he conceived) was at least as
intimately connected with the ways and means of
the year as the whale fishery, or any other of the
amusing tales with which the right honorable gen-
tleman had entertained the committee ; calculated,
no doubt, to call their attention from his figures to
the more pleasing excursions of his imagination.
He was now more than ever convinced that the
right honorable gentleman bimself, had not so good
an opinion of that commutation act as formerly,
from his readiness to give him a share in it. He
persisted in his opinion, that the enforcing the claim
on the East India Company, for a disputed debt of
500,000L. was highly unjustifiable, at a time when,
for want of money, they were unable to fulfil their
contract with the public. In every point of view
in which he had considered the subiect. and it bad
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occupied much of his mind, he was more and more
convinced of the fallacy of the right honorable
gentleman’s reasoning. IHe denied that 74,000L
could possibly defray the expense of the miscella-
neous services; and he was persuaded that the great
extent of the works carrying on, both at home and
abroad, under the name of fortifications, must
create a very great increase of expense on the ord-
pance estimates of future years. The whole expense
of the nation could not be taken at Jess than sixteen
millions annually, a sum which considerably ex-
ceeded the present amount of the whole revenue.
He was, therefore, for adopting a more effectual
mode of relief, than the delusive schemes which the
right honorable gentleman held out to the public
from year to year—for no other purpose but to put
off the evil day. Let us then (concloded Mr, SEe-
ridan) be manly enough to loock our affairs in the
face ;—let us provide the only true remedy by ex-
tending our resources, so 2s really to meet our
expenditure. Such a proceeding was becoming the
dignity of the empire, and was mach more hkely
to render us formidable to ocur enemies, than by
subdividing the Landgrave of Hesse, or overturning
the Dutch constitation.

May 14
COUNTY ELECTION BILL.

order of the Aaving bern the kouse to go int

-Lazfu&mumhamu
- ardered to be privicd, and farther comsidered om Ui emsxing-
Mondey.

znr.’.kaif';.h‘zﬂ,tuu:aﬁdad*wma g &
irndency rether to sway s secmye the righis
dﬂaﬁmiuﬁ%dﬁt&:jmk&m
to make & motion on the subject.

Mr. SBERIDAN reminded the house, that, in the
* course of a debate which had taken place, the pre-
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ceding week, he had occasion to make mention of
the commutation act, which gave rise to some con-
versation, that ended in a sort of challenge from
the right honorable the Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer to him, to enter vpon a full and fair discus-
sion of the effects of that statute; which challenge
he had immediately declared his readiness to ac-
cept. As he did not therefore like to appear willing
to meet any question, that he  was not actually
desirous to go through with, he meant to move for
some necessary papers; a list of which he wounld
read to the house; and if they were granted (and
he saw no probable cause of objection), after they
should be put upon the table, he would name a day,
if possible in the course of the present session, for
the discussion of the subject. Mr. Sheridan then
read a string of motions, touching the quantity and
soris of the different teas in the East India Com-
E:ny's warehouse, previous to the arrival of the
st ship from China this year, &c. &c. &ec.
* The question on the first motion was put and agreed to; but the
('ham:dﬁ‘ of the Exchequer ofterwards entertaining some doubts
how far it might be consistent with policy, to let the East India

Companies on the continent into ion of the knowled the
exact state of our East India gompany’c stock of tea in i:ng: the
motion which had been carried, was by eonsent withdrawn; and
M . Sheridan agreed to make his motions upon the following day.

COMMUTATION ACT.

Mr. Sheridan, on being called to from the
chair, expressed his concern to find himself under
the necessity of postponing his intended motions
respecting the commutation act until the next day ;
but he had just learnt from those who had expressed
some doubts as to the propriety of letting his mo-
tions go, that the\y] had not yet had time enough to
enquire whether they ought to consent or not. ™
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Mavy 16.
COMMUTATION ACT.

Mr. SHERIDAN, previously to his reading his first
motion for papers relative to the commutation tax,
asked whether the motion was to be objected to?

Mr. Pitt annoered, that he should not object, as he understood
that the substance of the motion was in print already.

Mr. Sheridan said, he hoped what had turned out
to be the fact, would teach the right bonorable
gentleman not to be so peremptory in fatare.

Mr. Sheridan moved,

“ An account of the quantity of tea in the ware-
houses of the East India Company, previous to the
arrival of the first ship (the Wycombe); carefully
distinguishing the sorts,” This was followed by
moving eighteen other accounts respecting teas.

An account was also moved,  For the quantity of
silver exported to China for five years, previous to
the passing the commutation act; distinguishing
each year.

Also, “ An account of all advices received re-
specting foreign shipping in the ports of China
within the last two years.”

The motions having been severally put from the chair, and carried,

Mr. Sheridan begged to call the particalar atten-
tion of the right honorable gentleman and of the
house, to the papers, when they should be presented ;
as he was convinced, that they wounld furnish evi-
dence that the commutation act had failed of its
" object altogether ;—that smuggling was likely to
prevail under the operation of the act to a greater
extent than ever ;—that the faith of the compact
with the public was broken ;—and that the revenue
was materially injured.

Mr. Piit observed, that ke eonld not avoid mp that the
Aonorable genticman wes conscions the pepers he Jor were
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but of trifling importance, and likely to grive little or mo information
toth{lmuu, since the honorable gentleman was so ready at the sub.
ject without them. He must, kowever, beg leave to decline following
the honorable gentleman's example ; and avoid entering into the de-
bate, till the house should have the papers that had been just moved
Jor wpon their table, and be prepared to enter fairly into the dis-
cussion.

PETITION RELATIVE TO THE GOVERNMENT OF
CANADA.

My. Powys having moved, * That the petitions on the table vela-
tive to the goverment of Canada be read,” and the same having beem
read short pro forma, Mr. Powys moved, * That Mr. Limeburne be
Mdt?s;he:km'ﬂ be irregular to call bef

The er slating it to be irr o awitness, before a
ground was first laid for it, by entering upon some regular proceed-
ing lo warrant it ; a conversation ensucd betrween Mr. Powys, Mr.,
?‘f.r, the Chair, and the Chancellor of the Exchequer. AL length
the difficulty was solved by the latter's declaring, that he had no ob-
Jection to go into a commiliee, for the grpou of enquiring whether
it should appear from the evidence to be adduced at the bar, proper
Jor the house to proceed farther upon the subject. Tkepctitimlmvh’i
been vead, therefore, upon a molion, referred to the committee, i
Speaker left the chair, and Mr. Wyndham took hisscat at the table.

Mr. ?imclmmedwu then MM”;'TM"MA:
varicly of written documents, stating i which kad
taken place before thejudi:uiu Canada ; from wl;':ng.w it appeared
that their decisions had Sormed mw&!ddmimtz
principles, onc dacidini::oording to the Iaw, another ac-
cording to the French law, a third according to the English law,
and a fourth, without regard to cither code of latw, bt solely in con-
Jormity to the dictataofhis aanmea}e ﬁedoamtsab:f‘fordcd

the existence of a varicly of acts of oppression injus
fwr:o&%zpracm of the law in%’auada. wh'g::ic called aloud for re-
medy. '

Mr, Powys now rose, and after entering very fully into the sxb
Ject, moved,  That it was the opinion of the committee that the peti-
tions draerved the immediale and serious consideration of parliament,”
Mr. Pitt replied, and concluded with moving, * that the Chairman
do leave the chair.” He observed, that gentlemen hod asked when gro-
mwa briniforwm-d mym;:ou;l;rma-had been,
when { could with confidence. next year
soould ; if wot, they would not. ‘h‘.ﬂ*

Mr. Sheridan expressed his fears that the com-
mittee would not gain a great deal by waiting for
information. The inhabitants of Canada (he assured
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Mavy 20.
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST MR. HASTINGS.

* On the 21at of December, 1187, Mr. Burke observed to the
Rouse, that it would be necessary, before the sessions ended, that the
house should take some step for binding Mr. Hastings 0 be forth.
coming o answer the articles of impeuchment which kad been pre.
jermf against him. He therefore moved, * That Werren Hastings,
Esg. be taken into the custody of the Serjeant.at-arms of that howse.”
This motion was opposed by Mr. Nicholls, who stoted, that upon
'r;;rfming to the journuls in search of precedents, he found there weve

ec several modes of yrwadinﬁ, which had beem adopted by the
Rouse, after they had prescribed articles of impeachment. The first
was, Lo take the party ached into the custody of their own Ser-
Jeant-at-arms ; the nﬂ{ was, to desire the lords to take him inte
custody ; the third was, to desive the lords to put him to annwer,
He thought the last was the mode they should adopt, as it wonid be
extremely cruel to brand Mr. Hastings with a stigma in the face of
&is country, by m,ﬁ‘ming an idea, thut the house had reason Lo rus-
pret him of ar undue design of atiempting to clude justice. Mr.,
Fitt and Mr. Rurke replicd, that xpon & minule examination of

ecedents, and & consullation of persous in another place, it Aad
{m Jound, that the most regular and orderly mode of proceedi
scould be for that howse to take Mr. Hastings info custody by their
serjeant, and to deliver him to the lords. motion toas immedi.
atcly agreed to; and the house b:n? mon aftey informed that ke
was in the custody of the serjeant, Mr. Burke way directed to ac-
guaint the lords with the same ; and that he was ready to be deli-
meduptalthadeun:({;zﬂofMeBMRedw their
dordsliips thought proper. message being delivered to the howse,
Lord Welsingham d Br. .lf - :glhalldgivc 29,0001,
—himself in 10,000, and two surctics in 5,000l cach. He con~
chldedlzd ing, that he should be forthuwith taken into the custody
of the b mﬂ Thkis being dome, Mr. - Hastings was brought te
the bar, and the diffarent charges vead. The Lovrd Chancellor them
asked My. Hasts Mhh‘hwiﬂﬁldzm He answere
ed—* My Lords, I rely upon the justice of this » and pray thal
T may be granted a copy of the chorpes, with a reasonable time o
ke my defence ; also, that I may be elfowed counsel, end ad-
mitted to bail.” These points being stthed, Mr. Hastings was sgoin
called to the bar, and informed oue montA was kim to
make his annwer to the charges—On the 13th of February, 1768,
#he trial commenced in Westuwinster Hall. The covnsel who _
Jor the defenidant were Mesars. Law, Plosner, axd Dalles. The
swistant counsel for the Commons, Dr. Scott and Dr. Lasorence,

Masrs. Mansficld, Pigott, Burke, and Douglas.

* Abstract of proceedings continued from that under Dee. 11,
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Dutring the progress of the trial a motion was énade in the kouse
of commons by Mr. Burgess, on the 20th of May; 1788, for a parti-
cular account of the expenditure of the money advenced to Messrs:
Wallis and Troward, solicitors for the proseculion agaitist Warren
Hustings, Esy. and of such other expenses and charfa as Rave been
incurred by the said eolicitors on account of the said prosecution, to
the 15th of May, V788, inclusive, damf specially to whom, and on
what account; such sums have been issucd. .

M. SHERIDAN observed that he felt some diffi<
culty, stifling bis surprise, that the honorable mems:

ber should have thought the honorable gentles
man's anxious desire to watch over and scrutinize
the expenses of the prosecution of Mr. Hastings;
matter of amazement, when it was considered how
Jrequently the honorable gentleman attended to the
expenditure of the public money, and how peculiarly
- walchful he was over the grants of large sums moved
from time to time by the Treasury. Mr. Sheridad
said, he considered the trde motive of the houorable
gentleman to be no other than this ; he made his
motion with a view to afford a ground fot the ap-
pearance of idle paragraphs in thé newspapers, in«
sinuafing that the managers were putting the publie
to an enormous and unnecessary expense ; and by
such meany to create 2 wish in fhe public for the
dircontinuance of the trial. Mr. Sheridan siated,
that the services already performed were ordered
b}r the committee of managers, under the amthority
of that house ; so that if the house chose, they might
resolve that no counsel should, m fature, be allowed
the managers. If so, it would be necessary for them
to move, that the Attorney and Solicitor-General,
together with the Master of the Rolls, be added t¢
the committee of managers.” Or if the house thought
proper, they might resolvé, that the managers shoulé
pay the expenses of counsel themselves. In tha
case, he hoped thé hoasé would have the goodnes
to add Sir Sampson Gideon, and somie others of thy
inost wealthy raembets, to the committee. With re
gard to the charges incurred by fees to counsel, thei
were, considering the assistance afforded, extremel,

B2
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- Jow; so much so, that he would venture to say no
counsel employed in a great public prosecution
had ever been paid worse. Mr. Sheridan read
from the votes the resolution to pay above four
thousand pounds for defraying the charges incurred
by the prosecution carried on against Sir Thomas
Rumbhold. He said, he had no doubt but that charge
had been fairly aud justly made out ; but he had ne-
ver heard, that the house had thought it necessary to
institute a very minute enquiry into the various items
of the account. In the present prosecution, the
managers were responsible for ordering the services,
but the manper in which those services were per-
formed, was to be decided elsewhere; and there-
fore, as that part of the business which was the only
one the honorable gentleman could refer to, lay be-
tween the solicitors for the prosecution, an({ the
lords of the Treasary, the honourable gentleman,
whom the house must be aware, had always been re-
markable for the rigid strictness, and scrapulous at-
tention with which he watched over all the Treasury
accounts, certainly deserved the thanks of the house,
for his acting ;:jp to his character on this particular
occasion) instead of giving the newspapers a fresh
subject for invidious references and unwarrantable
ansinuations, if the honorable gentleman meant any
thing by his motion, he hoped, when the account
should be produced, (to which he had not the
smallest objection) the honorable gentleman would
ound upon it another motion, that the connsel em-
ployed by the committee of managers shoald in fu.
ture be better paid. ‘
Mr. Sheridan afterwards read an extract from 2
letter written early from the committee of managers
to the Treasury, in which the committee declared -
their readiness to resort to their advice as to the
services they thought necessary for effectually car-
z:’lng on the prosecution. Mr. Sheridan contended,
at after having received such a letter from the

3
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committee, it was a little ‘hard that goverhméﬂt
should countenance such a motion as the present.

The house divided ; ayes 80; nors 19, The managers all withdrew
w:'tlwut dwiding. : v T P . e

.Max 30.
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST MR, HASTINGS,

Mr, For observed that, as a particular account of the distribution
of the sumug:;lded, in consequence of the trial of Warren Hastings,
Esquire, had before the house during the space of some days, he
wished to know when the honorable gentieman, who moved for the
account, and said, ke had doubts relative to a part of the general
heads stated in that aceount, meant either to bring forward the said
doubts, or declare whether they still left upon his mind the same
impression. Lo

Mpr. Burgess answered, that in his humble opinion, he had sufft-.
ciently done his duty in celling for the papers. They were now
before the house, and an opportunily was open to every gentleman to
Jorm his sentiments upon the subject. hat his doubts were, he
tmagined, must suggest themseloes to every gentleman who read the
accounts ; and, therefove, he left to persons, who had more weight and,
authority in that house than he kad, to take the matier up; but if
10 other person should, and the house should call upon him to bring
the subject forward, he was perfectly ready to obey their commands.

Mr. SHERIDAN observed, that the sort of way
in which the matter had been treated, was a little
extraordinary. The houorable gentleman, if his
recollection did not greatly deceive bhim, had, on a
former day, said, that he had his doubts upon one of
the heads of the general account, but that he could.
not say whether those doubts were well founded or
not, because he saw a more particular statement of
the items of the accounts ; that particular statement
had now been presented some days, and the bonor-
able gentleman had just declared, ﬂe still entertained
his doubts, but that he left it to other gentlemen to
promote the discussion. Mr. Sheridan added, that he
wished the honorable gentleman would either act
upon his doubts, or get some other gentleman to
take bis doubts up for him, and act npon them.
From what had already passed in that house upon
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the subject, the matter ought not to drop without g
farther investigation. .

Mr. Burgess answered, that if the house thought it swoas mow
more peculiarly his province to bﬂ:i the subject forward, he had not
the smallest objection to take the task upon him; and, in that case,
he believed the proper way would be cither to move ** that the papers
be referred to a committee of the whole house ; or to give notice of a
day on which he would state kis sentiments upon their contents,

. Mr. Pitt recommending the latter mode, Mr, Burges gave no-
tice for the ensuing Friday,

Ir. Pitt call«ﬁ:pon My, Sheridan to know, when the honorable
gentleman meant 1o bring forward his promised discussion of the
dperation and cffect of the commutation act.

Mr. Sheridan answered, that from the right bo-
norable gentleman’s pressing so muoch to know when
be would bring forward the discussion of the com-
mutation act, he was persnaded that the right honor-
able gentleman entertained strong hopes, that he
would not be able to introduce the investigation of
it doring the course of the Eresent session. The
right honorable gentleman, however, ought to re-
collect, that there were gentlemen in that house
who had no inconsiderable share of important duty
to discharge elsewhere. It was. well known
that he had been employed for some time past
in ma_naging the prosecution of 3 charge of some
magnitude in Westminster-Hall. It was not very
fair, therefore, pending such a business, to call upon
bim to say, when he would bring forward the dis-
cussion of a very different subject in that bouse.,
This, he wonld assure the right bonorable gentle-
man, that as soon as bad summed up the charge he
bad been superintending, he would, if the house wasg
likely to sit long enough, give notice the very next,
day, that at the distance of two or three days only,
he would resume the discugsion of the effects of lgﬂ,
comutation act. '

Mr, Pité declared kimwclf perfectly satisfied.
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Juwg 3. - '
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST Ma. HASTINGS
IN WESTMINSTER-HALL. -~

MR. SHERIDAN’S SPEECH ON SUMMING UP THE
“"EVIDENCE ON THE SECOND, OR BEGUM
" CHARGE. ' - !

Since the commencement of thismemorable trial, Westminster-Half
had not experienced so numerons or so brilliant an assemblage of
persons as crowded every part of i thisday. By eight o'clock in the
morning, the avenues leading to the court, through New and Old
Palace Yards, were filled with persons of the first distinttion, many
of them peerevses in full dress, who stood in the open air for upwards
of an howur before the gates were opened. The exertions made in
pressing forward, to-gel convenient seats, had nearly proved fatal to

many. .y :
- The peers did not enter the Hall Gl twelve o'clock. M
minutes efter, the Lord Chancellor, having bowed to Mr. | idan,;
to signify to him that their lordships were then ready to heur him,
that honorable gentleman rose, whilst all about him preserved the most

dignified and mwful silence. _

Mr. SHEERIDAN said it was vot his intention totres-
pass upon: their lordships’ attention for any length of
time, in the consideration of the charge immediately
before them, by making manz preliminary obser
vations. Such- general remarks, as it was in his
power to inake, would only weaken what had beem
already urged by the right henorable gentlemam
who was the principal mover of the impeachment—
whose genius exceeded every thing but his dispo~
sition~—who understood and felt for all—through
whom, and by whom, so great an. embodied stand
bad been made in defence of the rights of man
against men’s oppression. He wmight,. hewever,
without injury to: the general cause, and without
exposing too much of .their lordships’ patience,
say a few. words, both upon the subject of the
impeachment in general ; and the particular situation
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of himself, and his honorable colleagues, who had
been appointed to conduct it.

" He thought, that if ever there was a prosecation
in which those who carried it on were free from all
unwarrantable resentment, or improper bias, it
was the present. He could speak from his own’
heart, and declare most solemnly, that he found
there no private incentive to the part he had taken
in this impeachment ; and he verily believed he
might safely say thatall his honorable colleagues, as
well as himself, were actuated solely by the zeal they
felt for the public welfare, and their honest solicitude
for the honor of their country, and the happiness of
those who were under its dominion and protection,
With such subjects in view, he really lost sight of
Mr. Hastings; who, however great in other re-
spects, was too insignificant to be mixed with sach
important considerations. “ The nnfortunate gen-
tleman at the bar is no mighty object in my mind.
Amidst the series of mischiefs, fo my sense, seeming
to surround him, what is he bot a petty Nucleus,
involved in its Lamina, scarcely seen or thought of.”
¥t was impossible, therefore, that his honorable col-
leagues or himself shonld feel themselves under the
influence of malice or ill-will towards the object of
the prosecation; they acted solely under a dele.
gated power ; they stood at their lordships’ bar as
the' representatives of the commons of England;
and as they acted in that publie capacity, it might
as well be said that the commobs of Great Britain,
in whose pame the impeachment had been brought
before their lordships, were actuated by malice to
the prisoner, as that the managers of the bouse of
commons had any private spleen to gratify in dis-

charging the duty im upon them by their
principals. In truth, the prosecation was not be-
gotlen in fudice, or nursed in error. It was

founded in the clearest conviction of the wrongs
which the natives of Hindostan had suffered, throngh
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the mal-administration of those, in whose hands the .
country bad placed extensive powers, which onght
to have been exercised for the benefit of the go-
verned ; but which had been -used, by the prisoner.
at the bar, for the shameful purposes of oppression.
;- To convince their lordships that:the British go-'
vernment, which onght to have been a blessing to
the powers in India connected with. it, had been a-
scourge to the natives, and the cause of desolation’
to the most flourishing provinces in Hindostan ; he .
had only to read a letter that had been received not
long -since. from Lord Cornwallis, the present,Go-.
vernor-General of Bengal. In that letter the noble
lord stated, be had. been -received by the Nabob,
Visier with every mark of friendship and respect 3
but the honors he received at the.court of Lucknow
had not prevented him from seeing the desolation
that overspread . the face of the country, the sight
of which Ead shocked his very soul. He spoke to:
the Nabob on the:subject, and earnestly recom-
mended it to him to adopt some system of govern«
ment, that might restore. the prosperity of his king-
dom, and make his pegple ﬁappy.~; The Nabob’s
answer ‘was strikingly remarkable.—That degraded:
prince said to his ‘lordship, that as long as the de-
mands-of the English government upon the revenue
of Qude should remain snlimited, he (the Nabob)
could have no interest in establishing any. system of
economy ; and whilst the English should .continue
to interfere in the internal government of his coun-
tr{.‘ it 'would be in vain for him.to attempt any
salutary reform ;. for his subjects knew he was only: .
a-cypher :in. his own dominions, .and therefore
langhed at and despised his authority, and that of
his ministers, - N O
Surely the state to which that wretched prince
was reduced by our mismanagement ; and. the ruin
which had, by the same cause, been brought upon
his:. country, called loudly npon their lordships to
interfere, and rescue their national honor and cha~
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racter from the infamy to which both would be
exposed, if no enquiry was made into the causes of
such calamities, and no punishment was inflicted on
the authors of them. Policy, as well as justice,
called upon them to vindicate the character of
Great Britain in India ; for be would prove to them,
from good authority, that the native powers had so
little reliance upon our faith, that the preservation
of our empire, in that quarter of the world, could be
_ effeeted only by convincing the native princes, thal
a religious adberence to its engagements, should, ia
future, characterize the British government in that
eountry. To prove the necessity tEere was for bring-
ing such a conviction to the mind of every native
prince, Mr. Bheridan read aletter addressed to Lord
Cornwallis, from Captain Kirkpatrick, who, when
he wrote it, was resident at the court of the Great
Maratta chief, Madajee Scindia. This gentleman
stated in his letter,that the new system of moderation
brought about by his lordship, was eertainly the
only one that could give stability to our empire in
India; but, at the same time, be must observe, that
as the princes of that counjry bad so frequently had
cause to lament that no engagement could bind us,
it would require time, and repeated proofs of good
faith, to convince them that we were serious in the
professions which were then beld out to them on the
pa‘;'b of the British gh:v:l:]nmerl::: H tba;e ambition, :;
a desire of conquest, no longer be encourag
by British coancils ;—and thatstriitadherenceto all
treaties and engagements should be the basis of
all our futare politieal transactions.
To these letters, Mr. Sheridan said, he must call
theirlordshipsto give an answer,—not by words,
for they will find no credit with the natives, who
had »0 eften been deceived by our professions; but
by deeds, which weuld canvince them that we were
truly in earnest ; for it was only by our panishing
those who have been guilty of the delinquencies
which bave breaght ruin on the country, that we
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could possibly gain confidence with the people of
India, and sa{is%;mijhem that future delinquenigl will
not be encouraged or counienanced by the ruling
wers at home. . . )
. In looking ronnd for an ohject fit to be held out
to the world as an example of national justice, theiy
lordships must pecessarily fix their eyes upon Mr.
Hastings. He was the great cavse of the degra.
dation of our character in India, and of the oppres-
sion of its devoted inhabitants ; and he was the only
victim that could atone for the calamities he had
gccasioned. : y
.- But whilst he pointed out the prisoner at the bag
as a proper object of punishment, he begged leave
to observe, that he did not wish. to turn the sword
of justice against that’man, merely becaue an ex-
ample ought to be made; such a wish was as far
from his heart as it was incompatible with equity
and justice. - If he called for punishment upon Alr.
Hastings, it was because he thought him a great de.
linquent; and the greatest of all thase who, by their
rapacity and oppression, had bronght. rain en the
natives of Iudia, and disgrace upon the inhabitants
of Great Bnitamm, ‘ -

Whilst he called for justice apon the prisoner, ha
gould wish also to do him justice.—He would be
sorry that the weight and consequence of the com.
mons of Great Britain, in. whose name the. prose~
cution had been. set on foot, should operate to his
prejudice. Indeed, whilst he bad such upright
Judges as their lordships, it was impossible that any
thing could injure him, but the clearest and mosg
unequivocal proofs of guilt.—* It is not the peering
suspicion of apprehending guilt—It is not any po-

ular abhorrence of its wide-spread consequences—w
t is not the secret conscionsness in the bosom of the
jndge, which, can excite the vengeance of the law;
and aptharise its infliction ! —No-—1n this good land,
as high as it is happy, becasse asi just as it is free,
all is definite, equitable, and exact—The laws must
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the commitiee) were unanimoss. in favour of the
objects stated by the honorable gentleman who made
she motion. When the petition came away, there
~ was not one dissenting voice. The fact was, that
before. a false alarm bad gone abroud, some persons
had been panic-struck, thinking that English laws
were to be introduced generally, universally, and
without any exception ; upon that the counter-peti-
tions had been drawn, signed, and presented to Lord
Dorchester. But the cause of alarm had since been
explained, and the inhabitants-of all descriptions
~ bad recovered from their panic. - With regard fo -
the change of the habitancy of the province, and the
increase of English Protestant loyalists that it con-
tained ; he was amazed the right honorable gentle-
man had not seen that such allegation was the very
argament against him, 'T'wo years ago, the right
honorable gentleman had said when the subject was
then agitated,  be patient—=Sir Guy Carleton is gone
out for information ; when he returns, the subject
shall be submitted to full discussion.” The honor-
_ able gentleman has received from Sir Guy Carle-
ton, (at present Lord Dorchester) all the informa-
tion he could receive, and therefore he ought no
longer to delay the consideration of the question.
- Mr. Sheridan declared that he had good authority
for asserting that Lord Dorchester had not given
the right honorable gentleman reason to expect far-
ther information from him, nor had he any reason to
expect farther information from: him, or from any
other quarter, - : :

Mr. Pitt begged to contradict Mr, Sheridan's assertions—* He
not only Kad yedgon io expect, but he actually did anticipate mieok far-
ther information, through the medium of Lord Derchester.”

Mr. Sheridan said, will the right honorable gen-
- tleman produce Lord Dorchester’s dispatches to
- prove thefact? I dare him to thepraef.. - ° =

Mr. Pitt declaved that he would oppose the production of any
~ suck proof. The honorable gentleman had introduced a new species

of orgunment in that house.  If that mode of argument prevailed, it
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weuld only be for aconfident man to come forward boldly, ond make .
@ direct assertion ; and on veceiving o flat and peremplory denial, to
challenge the production of private papers as the test of the faith in
dispute, : :

. Mr. Sheridan said, a moment’s reflection had
served to convince him, that the right honorable
gentleman did not mean to use the word confident
in the sense in which it at first struck him that he
- did, because he was satisfied the sort of confidence
the right honorable gentleman approved was a con-
fidence in fine promises and professions, where no
reason was assigned nor any performance ever in-
tended ; and not a‘confidénce in matter of fact, ca-
pable of proof, and desirous of meeting it. Mr. She-
ridan contended that nothing conld be more fair,
after-he had asserted as a fact, that which he had
good authority to believe to be founded, and it had
been denied by the right honorable gentleman to be
a fact, than for him to call upon the right honorable
gentleman to produce those parts of Lord Dorches-
ter's dispatches, in which the noble lord gave the.
right honorable gentleman reason to expect that he
should have further information to send him on
the subject of the sort of government best adapted
to the province of Canada. He was persuaded that
Lord Dorchester had signified no such expectation ;
and he should still maintain his opinion, unless the
right honorable gentleman wonld consent to bring
proof to the contrary before the house. Mr. Shen-
dan added, that it peculiarly became a person of
such notorious modesty and diffidence as the right
honorable gentleman, to charge him with being con-
fident and presumptuous, in daring to adhere to his
assertion relative to a matter of fact, which the right
honorable gentleman was not able to disprove.

“The house divided on the question, * that the chairman leave the
chair.” Ayes 104 ; noes 39, . .

VOL, II, S B
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be satisfied before -infliction ensues—And ere a
hair of the head can be plucked, LEGAL GUILT
must be established by LEGAL PrOOF!”

This principle, must be admitted, as conclusive;
though, in the present case, he felt the inconvenience
of it, which might operate as a bar to public justice ;
for the managers of the impeachment labored under
difficulties, that could scarcely occur in any other

rosecution. The witnesses, whom they had beea
obliged to call, were, for the most part (he would
state the exceptions in the proper place), the ac.
complices of the prisoner’s guilt, and the instraments
of his oppressions. From such witnesses it was
not likely that proofs of that guilt could be ob-
tained without great difficulty.
‘- In the written documents from which the ma-
pagers had selected their proofs in support of the
impeachment, cousiderable difficulties had oc-
curred ;—those documents had been drawn wvp by
the parties, whose study it was, as it was their in-
terest, though contrary to their duty, to conceal the
iniquity of their proceedings, and, consequently, to
disguise the trath. :

But though he stated the difficulties, which the
managers had to encounter, he did not mean to say
that the proofs, which they bad adduced, were in
-any degree defective. “ Weak, no doubt, in some
parts, and incompetent—and yet more deplorable,
as undistingnished by any compunctious visitings
of repenting accomplices—but yet enough, and
enough i sure validity, to abash the front of guilt no
longer hid, and flash conviction on conscientious
judges.” : g
-~ Having premised these observations, Mr, Sheri-’
dan said he would now make somie remarks opon
the defence, or rather defences, made by the prisoner.
He had already made four, three of which be had
since thought proper to abandon, and discredit. In.
deed, he believed it was a novelty io the bistory
of criminal jurisprudence, that a person accused
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should first make a defence, and afterwards endea-
vor to convince his judges that they ought not to ats
tach to it the least credit. Mr. Sheridan said, he was
the more surprized at this conduct in the prisoner, as
it was since he had had the assistance of counsel
that be had made this attempt;—he thought, that
when he had been rescued from his own: incautious
rashness, he would not have taken so extraordinary
a step as that of discrediting his own defence. ' ' ¢
" In every court of law. in England, the confession
of a criminal, when not obtained by any promise
of favor or lenity, or by violent threats, was always
admitted as conclusive evidence against himself ;
and if that econfession was made before a grave and
respectable assembly of persons, competent to take
cognizance of crimes, there was no doubt but. it
would have due weight, because it was fair to pre-
sume that such a confession must be voluntary, and
not procured by any undue.or improper means;
The prisoner had, in his defence made before the
house of commons, admitted many facts’; and it
was the intention of the managers to urge in sup-
port of the charges, his :admission of them. For
when he went the length of admitting them, he
was speaking the language, not of ‘inconsiderate
rashness and haste, but of deliberate consideration
and reflection, as would appear to their lordships,
from a passage, which he should read to them, from
the niroduction to the defence read by Mr. Hastin
himself at the bar of the house of commons. -%:
that gassage, the prisoner used the following words :
« Of the discouragement to- which I allude, I shall
mention but two points, and these it is incumbent
on me to advert to, because they relate to effects
which the justice of this honorable house may, and
I trust will, avert. The first is an obligation to my
being at all committed in my defence; since, in so
wide a field for discussion, it would be impossible
not to edmit some things, of which an advantage
might be taken, to turn them in evidence .against
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myself ; whereas, another might as well use, as I
could, or better, the same materials of my deferce,
without involving me in the same consequerices,
But I am wure that this honotable house will yield
e its protection against the cavils of unwarranted
inference ; and if the truth can tend to convict me,
4 am content to be MYSELF the channel to convey il.
The other objection lay in my own breast. 1t was
not till Monday last that I formed the resolution;
and I knew not then whether I might not, in conse-
quence, be laid undet the obligation of preparing
and completing in five days (and in effect so it has
proved) the refatation of charges which it has been
the labor of my accuser, armed with all the powers
of parliament, to compile during as many years of
almost undisturbed leisure.”

Here, then, Mr, 8heridan observed, the prisonet
had, upon deliberation, committed his defence to
paper; and after having bad five days to consider
whether he should present i¢ ot not, he actually
delivered it himself to the house of commons, as
a defence founded in truth; and trimmphantly re-
marked vpon it, that # “ fruth could tend to con-
vict bim, be was willing fo be himself the clrannel
to convey it.”

But what was his langwage now that he bad bad
the adviee of ¢cunsel? Why, that there was oot a
word of trath in what he delivered to the house of
commons us the truth ;~—that he had no knowledoe
of many of the facts, no recollection of the circum-
stances yi-that Ae had put his memory in commission,
and appointed Messrs. Middleton, Scott, Gilpin,
&e. the eommissioners; nay, that he had also put
his defences into eounmission, to be exercised by the
same gentlemen. “ These, ke raw matertals, the
master-workman distributes about him to alf hands
waiting. His words are to be strung—argoments
spun—passages are to be woven.——He pnts his con-
science into departments ;. Major Seott, says he,
take eare of my consistency ;«Mr. Middleton, youn



1788) - 63..

have my memory . in commission '—Prove me &
financier, Mr. Shore~—Answer for me, Mr, Holt
(all journeymen, good enough for the honse of com.
mons, though not for your lordships) :—Help,: one
and all, to bear me up under the bare pressure of my.
laurels, the burthen of my glory !—Refreshen, and,
save me from the calentures of my state, from the
peril of my own panegyrie.” . G
- Thus could the prisoner sport with the under-.
standing and feelings of the house, by asserting that
to. be false and not entitled to credit to-day, which.
on a former, he had declared 1o be the truth
itself, and the ground of his hope that it would pro+
cure him an acquittal ; or what would have been the
same thing to him, would prevent the eommons from
carrying up the impeachment against him fo their
lordships’ bar. Indeed this avowal and disavowal of
defences; and from the defence, differing from all
the former, which had been delivered to their lord+
ships, it would seem as if Mr. Hastings was of opi+
nion, that any thing would do for the of com=
mons.—Possibly it might subsequently prove, that he
entertained a similar opinion with respect to theis
lordships ; for it was not improbable, but he might.
hereafter abandon the defenee be had delivered to-
them: he might say, « It was not made by me, but.
by my counsel, and therefore I hope your lordships
" gwe no credit to.it.” But if he would abide by
that his last defence, he (Mr. Sheridan) would join
issue with him upon it, and prove it to be io many
places void of truth, and in almost every part of it
unfounded im argument aswellas fact. .. . -
Having thus alluded te the different defences
made by the prisoner, Mr. Sheridan next adverted
to the allegations in the second charge that had heen
supported 1o evidencs. He said, that the managers
had proved the high birth and great rank of the Bew
8, or Princesses of Qude ; they had also proved
from the evidence of Sir Elijab Impey, Mr. Mid=
dleton, Mr. Goring, and others, how sacred was the
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residence of women in India. A threat, therefore,
to force that residence, and violate its purity, by
sending men armed into it, was a species of torture,
the cruelty of which could not be conceived by those
who were unacquainted with the customs and no-
tions of the inhabitants of Hindostan. A knowledge
of the customs and mannpers of the Mussulmen of
Turkey, would not enable one to judge of those of
Mussulmen in India: in the former, ladies went
abroad veiled, and thongh not so free as those in
christian countries still they were not so closely shnt
up as were ihe ladies professing the same religion in
Ifindostan. The confinement of the Turkish ladies
was in a great measare 1o be ascribed to the jea-
lonsy of their husbands ; in Hindostan the ladies
were confined, because they thought it contrary to
decorum that persons of their sex should be seen
abroad : they were not the victims of jealousy in
the men; on the contrary, their sequestration from the
world was voluntary ; they liked retirement, be-
cause they thought it best suited to the dignity of
their sex and situation : they were shut up from
liberty, it was true; but liberty, so far from having
any charms for them, was derogatory to their feel-
ings ; tl;a_y were enshrined rather than immured ;
they professed a greater purity of pious prejudice
than the Mahomedan ladies of Europe, and other
countries ; and more zealously and reﬁéious]y rac-
tiscd a more Aoly system of superstition. Such was
their sense of delicacy, that to them the sight of man
was pollation ; and tge piety of the nation rendered
their residence a sanciuary. 'What then wonld their
lordships think of the tyranny of the man who could
act in open defiance of those prejudices, which were
50 interwoven with the very existence of ladies i
that conntry, that they could not be removed but b

death ? - What he asked, would their lordships thin

of the man who could threaten to profane and vio-
late the sanctuary of the highest description of la-
dies in Oude, by saying that he would storm it with
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kis troops, and remove -the’ inhabitants from it by
foree Py oo o S AL L
« Mr:- Sheridan dwelt for. some: time ‘with great

feeling on this ‘point. He: next adverted: 40 the
treasures in the Zenana, and the relation . which the
Bow: Begam and the Nabob stood to :each other,;and
to Mr: Hastings. ~ Hetadduced various- arguments:
to shew, that these treasures. did -not:: belong: torthe
state, but to. the Begum; and most bappily-ridi-
- culed the meniory of ‘Mr. Middleton, that ‘remem-~
bered inferences, but forgot :the: facts that would
support them 3 nay, sometimes remembered the facts -
that overturned them.—7Thus, he said, the treasures
must:have belonged to the siate, and .consequently
were the: inheritance of the : Nabeb;: .because’ that
Prince had drawn for a large sum,: which: was to. be
paid out of those treasures, but his draft was not'
honored—And :be said, ithey could not be the pro-
perty of the Begum';' for he remembered,.that when:
the Nabob's draft was returned-without having been
honored, the Begum drew. for .the same sum, upon:
the same ‘treasures, and the: thoney iwas instantly:
27 L YU T Sy P L B T I T LR
- Mr. Sheridan shewed next, that there ‘was -very"
good ground for presuming - that the treasures pos-:
sessed by the Begum were the property of that Prin=.
cess ;'she had endeared -herself to her hasband, the:
late: Nabob, by flying to: him in-the moment. of his:
distress, after his' defeat at. Buxar; and .carrying’
with her to his relief the jewels; with which in haps
pier days, his‘fondness for her:*had enriched her :-
upon these she raised him » -large supply.. . When
the political generosity: of this country restored him'
afterwards to his throne, his gratitude to his wife
knew no bounds:: her ascendancy over- him was
such, that she prevailed upon him to appoint his son.

P

by ker, hissuccessor, : - oL L

“"The present Nabob; as had appeared from a pas~

sage in a letter  written by Mr. Hastings to him,

and since proved in evidence, owed .to her not only'
VOL. 1I, b
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his birth and sueeession ; to the erown, but also the.
preservation of his life; for one day his savage fa-:
ther in a rage attempting to cut hia down with his
seymeter, the Begum rushed between her husband
and her son end saved the latter, through the loss of
some of her own blood ; for she was wounded by the:
blow that was not aimed at her. = A son so be~,
friended and so preserved, Mr. Hasiings bad armed,
against sucha mother—he invaded the rights of that.
prince, that he might compel hiw te violate the laws.
of nature, by plundering his parent; and he made,
him a slave, that he might afterwards make him a-
monster.  Mr. Hastings was bound to be the prom
tector of the Begum, instead of ber plunderer ; for.
ber husband, on his death bed, bequeathed her to his.
friendship ; and M». Hastings had always ealled that.
make hin dischmrge. she. doses. of auy. obiiguis
make him di e uties- of any obligation
that eonld set bounds to his rapacity. & .
'The interference of Mr. Bristow in 1775, in the
difference between the Begoms and the Nabob, in
consequence of the claims of the latter, was the next
ground of Br. Sheridan’s observations.—~Mr. Bris-
tow had then, in a conversation with the saperior
or elder Begum, thrown oat an insinuation, that
the treasures which she were the trea-.
sares of the state;——and op this insinuation,.se.
termed by Mr. Bristow himself, had Mr. Hastings
foonded all his arguments on- that head, and on.
which he lately appeared to place so muceh reliance..
~The Begums at that time Eaaren wp te ﬂhul
Dewlah sums amounting to five bundred aand filty
thousand pounds.—Of this a part was to be paid
in' goods, which, as they comsisted of arms, ele-
phants, &e. the Nabob alleged to be his property,
and refused to accept as peyment. This eceasioned
a dispute, which was referred to the Board of Cal-
cutta. Mr. Hastings: then vindicated the right of
the Begums to all the goods in- the Zevana, and
breught over the majority of the council to his opi-
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nion.. | The ideas then plaeed on record he had since’
found it éonvenient to disown, as belonging not- to’
hin, but to the majority of the council! - ol
‘% There ~are,” -said Mr.’ Sheridan, #.in this ags
semblage, those whe are perfeet in their ideas of law:
and justice, and who understand tolerably well ma~
Jorities and minorities ; but how shalt I -instance
‘this: hew: doctrine of Mr. Hastings P - It is-'as-if
Mpr.' Burke, the great leader -of the caiise, sheuld
some ter years hencé revile the managers, and com
mend Mr. Hastings!" '# Good God I"” might say ene
of these gentlemen, *¢ it was you who instigated
the enquiry} it was yow who made me think asL
did !" * Aye ; very trae,” might Mr. Burke reply;
< but I was then in a minority » I am now it & ma-
Jority ;-1 have left my opinions behind me; and.
I am no longer responmble.’” -~ .. . . - oo
» The elaims however, it ‘was observable, of the
Nabob, as to the treasure of the Begums, were: a8
this time the: only plea alleged for the seizure.
These were always founded oo & passage -of -that
Koran which was perpetually quoted, but- never
proved.«~Not a word 'was then mentioned of the
strange rebellion, which was afterwards conjured
tp, ‘and of which the existence and the noforiety werd
equally ‘a secret }—-a disafféction -which was at. ite
height at the very time when the Begums were digs
pensing their liberality to the Nabob, and exercisingt
the greatest generosity to: the English- officers in
distress 1—-a disturbance, in short, without its paral-
lel in history, which was raised by two women—
carried on by two eunuchs—and finally suppressed
by aw affidavit f - - -+ . -
- Mpr. Sheridan then adverted to the negotiations
of Mr: Middleton with the Begums in- 1778, when
the discontents of the superior Begunr would have
induded her to leave the country, unless her anthos
tity was sanctioned, and her property secured by the
guarantee of the company.—-This guarantee the
connsel-sor Mr, Hastings, had thotght it necessary
r2
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to deny, s ktowing that if the agreements with the
elder Begum were proved, it would affix to Mr.-
Hastings the guilt of all the sufferings of the women
of the Khord Mahal, the revenues for whose su
port ‘were secured .by the same engagement. In.
treating this part of the subject, the principal diffi-.
culty arose from the uncertain evidence of Mr, Mid-
dleton, who, though concerned in the negociation
of the four treaties, could not recollect affixing his
signature to ¢iree out of that pumber. Mr. Sheri.,
dao proved however, from the evidence even of Mr.
Middleton, that at reaty had been signed in October,
1778, wherein the rights of the elder Begnm were
fully recognized ; @ provision secured for the wo-
men and children ofp the late Vizier in the Khord
Mahal; and that these engagements had received
the fullest sanction of Mr. Hastings. These facis
were confirmed by the evidence ogs Mr. Purling, a

entleman, who - Mr. Sheridan said, had delivered

imself fairly, and as having no foul secrets to con-
eeal. - He had transmitted copies of these engage-
ments in 1780 to Mr. Hastings at Calcatta; the
answer returned was, that in arranging the taxes on
the other districts, he should pass over the jaghires of
the Begums. No notice was then taken of any
impropriety in the transactions in 1778, nor any
notice given -of an intended revocation of those en-
gagements.

But in June, 1781, when General Clavering and
Colonel Monson were no more, and Mr. Francishad
returned to Earope, all the hoard and arvear of col-
lected evil burst out without restraint, and Mr. Has-
tings determined on his journey to the upper pro<
vinces.—It was then, that without adverting to in-
termediate fravsactions, he met with the Nabob
Asoph ul Dowlah at Chunar, and received from him
the mysterions present of 100,000, To form a pro-
per idea of this transaction, it was only necessary to
consider the respective situation of lim who gave,
and of him who reccived this present. It was not

-
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given by the Nabob from the superflux of his wealth
nor in- the.abundance of his esteem. for: the man to
whom.it was given.,: It was on the-contrary; a: pro-
digal bounty, drawn from -a ~country depopulated-—
me matter - whether by :natural causes; or by the
grinding of -op;l;ression. It was raised bg an exactjon,
which took what calamity. had spared, and. rapine
overlooked. ;—and pursued: those: angry | dispensa«
tions of Providence, when a prophetic chastisement
had been inflicted on a faled realm.—The secrecy.
which had markedthis {ransaction: .was unot the
smallest proof of its criminal:ity. -When Benarum
Pundit bad, a short time before, made a present to
the company .of a lack of rupees, Mr.. Hastings, in .
bis own language, deemed it “ worthy the praise of
being.:recorded ;> .but in this -instance, when ten
times that sum. was given, neither Mr: Middletont
nor the eouncil . were acquainted with the transace
tion, until Mr.. Hastings, four months after, felt him-
self compelled to write an account to England, and
the intelligence returned thus. circuitously ‘to his
friends’ in India! It was peculiarly observable in
this transaction; how much the distresses of the difs
fevent parties were.at variance.. Mr: Hastings tra-
welsto the Nabob to see, no doubt, and enquire into
his distresses, but immediately. takes from. him
400,000L to be applied to the necessities of the dis-
iressed East India . Company; but on fartber deli-
‘beration, these considerations vanish; a third object
arises more. ‘worthy than either of the former, and
the money is .taken. from: the one, and demanded
from the other, to be :applied to the use of—the
distressed Mr. Hastings. . = . . . ... =
...'The monefr,"it was alleged by Mr. . Hastings, had
‘been originally taken to discharge the arrear of the
army. - 1t hed hot long been applied to that use, be-
cause ‘1t was received. in bills on Gopal Dos, a rich
banker at Benares, who was then kept a prisoner by
Lheit Sing.—Major Scott: being questioned on the
subject, declared the bills on Gopal Dos_were as.

1
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ood as cash, for that though the principal of the
onse was a prisoner, that circamstance made no
difference whatsoever with the other partners. Thus
Mr. Hastings was inconsistent with bimself, by al-
leging an. objection which should have prevented
his taking the money in the first instance, for the
purpose he had stated ; and Major Scott contra-
dicting Mr. Hastings, removed the objection, and
restored the buriness fo its original footing. Bat
thron%h all these windings of mysterious hypocrisy,
and of artificial concealment, it was easy to mark
the sense of bidden guilt. Mr, Hastings himself,
being driven from every other hold, advanced the
stale plea of state necessity. But of this necessitg be
had brought no proof; it was a necessity which
listened to whispers for the purpose of crimination,
snd dealt in ramour to prove its own existence. To
a general leading the armies of Britain——to an ad-
miral bearing her thunders over the seas, the plea of
necessity might be indulged, if the wants of those
were to be supplied whose blood had been spilt in
the service of their country ; but his “ stale necesnty,
mnd, magnanimous, and all commanding——~went
d in hand with honor, if not with use—it went
forth with ourarms, when the hero could plume himself
like the imperial eagle on his pest, unassailable !~
and amidst bis fair successes, look down in justified
disdain on any malevolent challenge of minate
error; his fame as firm as the rock, which, from bis
defence, all the enemy bad battered in vain!”

On the business of the treaty of Chunar, which
succeeded the acceptance of this bribe, Mr. Sheridaa
was equally perspicnous and equally severe. It
was & ing, be observed, which, as it had its
beginming in corraption, bad s continuance ia
fraud, and its end in violence. The first proposi-
tion of the Nabob, after his recent liberality, was,
that the army should be removed, and all the Eng-
lish recalled from his dominiens. The bribe which
he had given was the obvicus price of their removsl.
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He felt the weight of their oppression :—he knew,
te speak his own langnage, “that when the English
staid, they staid to ask for something.” Though
their predecessors had exhausted the revenue;—
theugh .they had shaken the tree until nothing re-
mained upon ifs Zeafless branches, yet a new flight
was on.the wing to watch the first duddings of its
prosperity, and te nip every promise of futore luxu-
fiance. - . '
- T this demand Mr., Hastings had promised to
accede, and to recal every Englishman from the
-province; but by an evasion which Mr. Middleton
disclesed with so much difficulty to their lordships
on the last day of bis appearance, the promise was
wirtaally recalled. No orders were afterwards given
for the establishment of Eaglishmen in the province,
but recommendalions of the same effect with Mr.
Middleton and the Vizier were sent, and the prac-
fice continued. ln the agreement respecting the
vesamption of the Jaghires, the Nabob had been
duped by a similar deception. He had demanded
obtained leave to resume those of certain indi-
wviduals; ‘Mr. Hastings, however, defeated the per-
“mission by making the erder general ; knowing that
there were some favorites of the Nabob whom he
-could by no means be brought to dispossess, Such
:was the conduct of Mr. Hastings, not in the moment
of cold or crafty policy, but in the hour of confi-
.dence and the effervescence of his gratitude for the
favour be had just received. Boaring above every
. oommea feeling, he could deceive the man to whose
. liberality he stood indebted—even his gratitude was
-peridous ; and a danger actually awaited on the re-
:turn'which he was to make to an effusion - of gene-
The transactions in which Sir Elijah Impey bore
-a share, and the tenor of his evidence, were the next
objects of Mr. Sheridan’s animadversion. The late
<hief justice of Bengal, he remarked, had repeatedly
--stated, that Mr, Hastiogs had left Calcutta with o
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resources in his view—those of Benares and of Oude,
It appeared, however, from every circumstance,
that tl?e latter resource was never in his contempla-
tion, until the insurrection in Benares, terminating
in the capture of Bedjegur, had destroyed all his .
hopes in.that province. At that instant the mind of
Mr. Hastings, fertile in resources, fixed itself on the
treasures of the Begums, and Sir Elijjab Impey was
dispatched to collect materials for their criminas
tion. “ But I have ever thought,” said Mr. =heri-
dan, “ the selection of sach a personage, for sucha
purpose, one of the greatest aggravations of the guiit.
of Mr. Hastings.”” That he, the purity of whose
character shoufd have influenced his condact, even
in his most domestic retirements ; that he, who, if
consulting the diguity of British justice, should have
remained as stationary as his court in Calcutta /—
that such a man should be called to travel 500
miles for the transaction of such a business, was a
deviation without a plea, and a degradation witbout
example. This, however, was in some degree a
question to be abstracted for the consideration of
those who adorned and illumined the seats of justice
in Britain, and the purity of whose character pre-
cluded the pecessity of any further observations on
so different a conduct. , :
‘With respect to the manner in which Sir Elijah
Impey had delivered his evidence, it required some
observation, though made withoat imputing to that
gentleman the smallest culpability.—Sir Elijah had
admitted, that in giving kis evidence he bad never
answered without %Iooking equally to the probability
and the consequences of the fact in question. Some-
_times he had even admitted circumstances of which
he had no recollection beyond the mere probability
that they had taken place.—By consulting in this
manner what was proballe, and the contrary, he
" might certainly have corrected his memory at times,
and Mr. Shenidan said he would accept that mode
of giving bis testimony, provided that the inverse



1788 ° 73

of the proposition might dlso’ have place, and thaf
where a circumstance was improbable, a similar de-
gree.of credit might be subtracted from the testi-
mony of the witness.. Five times in the house . of
commons, and ¢wice in that court, for iristance, had
Sir Elijah Impey borne testimony that a rebellion
was raging at Fyzabad at the time of his journey to
Lucknow. Yet on the éighth examination, he had
contradicted all the former, and declared, that what
he meant was, that the rebellion had been raging,
and the tountry was then in some.degree restored
to quiet. The reasons assigned for the former errors
were, that he had forgotten a letter, received from:
Mr. Hastings, informing him), that the rebellion was
quelled, and that he bad also forgoetten, his own pro«
osition of travelling through F‘yzabadu'to Lucknow.
%Vith r-spect to the letter, nothing could be said, as .
it was not in evidence; but the other cbservation
‘would scarcely be admitted, when it was recollected
that in the house of commons Sir Elijah Impey had -
declared that it was his proposal to travel through
Fyzabad, which had m'iginall{ brought forth the in-
formation, that the way was obstructed by the rebel-
lion {~—Froin this information Sir Elijah Impey had
gone by the way of Illyabad; but what was.yet
more singular, was, that on his return he would
agein bave returned by the way of Fyzabad, if he had
not been again informed of the danger; so that had
it not been for these friendly informations, the chief
justice would have run plump into the very focus of
the rebellion !-—"There were two. circumstances, how-
‘ever, worthy of remark: the first was, that Sir
Elijah Impey should, when charged with so danger-
ous a commission as that of procuring evidence, to
prove that the Begums bad meditated the expul-
sion‘of their son from the throne, and of the English
from Bengal, twice intend to pass through the city
of their residence. ' T R
% This giddy Chief Justice, said Mr. Sheridan,
disregurds business: . He wants to see the country :
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Like some innocens school-boy, he takes the prim.
rose path, and amuses himself as he goes: He
thinks not that his errand is on danger and death;
and that his party of pleasure ends in loading others
with irons.” When at Lucknow, he never men-
tions the affidavits to the Nabob ;—~no, he is too
polite ;—he never talks of them to Mr. Hastings—
out of politeness too. A Master of Ceremonies in
Justice! When examined at the bar, he said,—he
imagines there must have been a sworn interpreler,
from the looks of the manager. How I looked,
Heaven knows, said Mr. Bheriden, but such a phy-
siognomist there is no escaping. He sees & sworn
interpreter in my looks ;—he sees the manner of
taking an oath in my looks !—he sees the Bason and
the Ganges in my looks! As for himself, he only
looks at the tops and bottoms of aflidavits! In seven
years he takes care never fo look at these swear-
ings; and then goes home one night, and undoes
the whole; though, when he has seen them, Sir
Elijab seems to koow less about them than when
he was not.
- The second circumstance worthy of observation,
was, thatif a eonclnsion could be formed from a cloud
of circumstances, the inference on this occasion
would undoubtedly be, that Sir Elijah Impey was
dissuaded, by Mr. Hastings and Mr. Middleton,
from passing by the way of Fyzabad, as well
knowing, that if, as & friend te Mr. Hastings, he
were to approach the Begums, he would be con-
vinced, by his reception, that nothing counld be
more foreign from the truth than the ides of their
supposed disaffection. It was also observable, that
Sir Elijah Impey, at Lucknow, taking evidence in
the face of day i support of this charge of rebel-
lion against the Begums, when conversing with the
Nabob and his minister, beard not a single word
from either, of a rebellion, by which it was pro-
to detbrone the Nabob, and to change the
government of bis dominions !—-And equally unac-
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countable it appeared, that Sir Elijah Impey, whé
had advised the taking of those affidavits for ¢he
safety of Mr. Hastings, had never read them at the
time, for the purpose of seeing whether they were
sufficient for the purpose, or the contrary !~ After
so long a reserve, however, and after declaring
on. path that he -thought i¢ unnecessary, the ,next
step taken by Sir Elijah Impey was to read the affi-
davits, as, however late, they might contribute
something to his information. He had been led to
this study, by his own allegation, from having been
misled by Mr. Sheridan; one of the managers on
the part of the Commons, . who, by locking at a
book which he held in his hand, had persuaded him
to declare that a sworn interpreter was. present.on
the receiving of those affidavits ;—that Major Davy
was present for that purpose ;—and that whoever it
" was, he was perfectly satisfied with bis conduct on
this occasion ;—when it was actually in evidence
that no interpreter whatsoever was present. Now,
said Mr. Sheridan, how I, by merely looking into
a book, could sutimate the presence of an interpre-
ter ; could inculcate the assistance of Major Davy ;
and could also leok the satisfaction eonceived by Sir
Elijah- Impey ; are questions which I believe that
gentleman alone is able to determine ! o
He should admit, however, he said, that Sie
Elijah Impey had not strictly attended to forms, on
the occasion of taking those affidavita; that he
had merely directed the Bible to be given to the
Whites, : and ‘the Koran to the Blacks, and had
packed up in his wallet the returns of both without
any forther enquiry; or that he had glanced over
them in India, having previously cut off all com-
munication between his eye and his mind, so that
no consciousness was transferred from the former to
the latter ; and that he had read them in England,
if possible, with less information: howeverstrange
these circumstances might be, he would admit them
all ;—he would even admit, that the aflidavits were
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legully  and properly taken, and yet would prove
that those affidavits were not soflicient to sustain
any one point of criminality against those who
were the subjects of the present ci:rge.

After some brief observations on some parts of the
affidavits, particularly on those of a native officer,
‘who, as Mr. Sheridan observed, gave a specimen
-of platoon firing in his evidence, by giving three
affidavits in one day ;* he concluded with observing,
that as it would tend very much to abbreviate the
discussion of the present charge, to enter more
largely into the tendency of those affidavits, he
ﬂhouldy therefore make a pause for the present, and
take the libeity of calling the attention of their
Lordships more particularly to this point on an en-
suing day.
© At half-past four o'clock the Cowrt adjourned to Friday neat.

. _ Faipay, June 6.
The Court being seated at Ralf-padt ticelve, afier a short pause,

. MR. SHERIDAN resumed his speech, by express-
ing his satisfaction, that in the interval of the ad-
journment, the remaining part of the evidence, &c.
bad been printed and laid before their Lordships ;~-
as it was the wish of the managers that every doca-
ment should be before the court at the time, for the

of determining with more accuracy whether

they had or bad not borne out the charges which
they presented. '
orring then to the affidavits taken by Sir
Elijah Impey at Lacknow, they formed, he ob«
served, a material article in the defence of Mr,
Hastings ; .and on the decision of their Lordships

" ® @ He bad sworm onee——tlnnag:in—endmdeqoihingd'ﬁ-:
then comes he, with another, and swears a third time—and in
eompany does better. Single-Aamded be ean do nothing~but sac
ceeds by plateon mocaring and volleys of ecths I” . .



. 1788.] " 7

respecting the weight.of the allegations which they
contained, a great t'Eari: of this question "would
finally depend. "With respect to one part of ‘the
charge made on the Begums,—their having shewn’
an uniform spirit of hostility ito ‘the British govérn--
ment,— it had not only failed, but was absolutely
abandoned by the counsel for the prisoner,’ as not
being supported by ‘a tittle of evidence. In-de-
ciding on the other parts of this charge, their having
committed an overt-act of rebellion, their having
inflamed the Jaghirdars, and excited the discon+
tents. in Qude, their Lordships were to consider the
gituation in 'which Mr. Hastings'stood at the time
these charges were made. Having failed in his at<
tempt at Benares, his mind wasentirely directed td
the treasures of the Begums.. He knew that such
was the situation into which he bad plunged the
affairs of the Company,. that he knew Ee could not
address his venal masters, unless some treasure was
found: . He had, therefore, stood forward as an ac-
cuser, where he was'also to preside as a judge ;—
and with. much caution should that judge be heard,
who has apparently a profit on the couviction, and
an interest in the condemnation of the party to be
tried. KHe would not from this infer, however; that
the charge was groundless; .but he would argue,
that until fully proved, it should not meet with im+
plicit credit, Ig was -obvious also’ that the attempt
said to have been made by the Begums to dethrone
the Nabob and extirpate the English, was ‘in the
highest degree improbable; but he would not infer
from thence,. that it ‘was impossible. There is i
human nature a perverse propeasity to evil,” which
. had sometimes caused the perpetration of bad- acts}
without any obvious gratification' resulting to the
perpetrator. " All he should claim, tlerefore, was;
_ that the accusations brought by Mr. Hastings

against the Begums, shoulf undergo a candid exa-
mination,. and. that' probable evidence, at least,

P e A




shoald be brought te the support of charges in them«

selves. improbable. ‘

Mr.: Hastings in his defence had eomplained,
that his presecutor had attempted to blacken these
affidavits as rash, irregular, and irrevelant; when
they had been authenticated by the presence of Sie
Eltjah Impey, and as he also observed, being taken
in an enquiry, directed solely to establish the guilt
of Cheyt Sing, they were merely an accessary evie
dence in the present case, and were therefore less
liable to suspicion. The reasoning, in this last in.
stance, Mr. Sheridan obgerved, would undoubtedly
be good :—but that the assertion, that the enquiries
were exclusively directed to the erimination of
Cheyt Sing, bad been proved an absolate falsehood,
as they were really intended to justify what was
afterwards to be done. With respect to the epithets
bestowed on those affidavits by bis honorable friend,
the. truth would best appear from a review of their
contents. . Mr. Sheriden then ed to remark
on the sffidavits severally, as far as they related to
charges against the . Those of the Jem.
madars, or pative sa officers, contained
nothing, it appeared, but vague rumour and impro-
bable sormmse.

- One deponent, who was a black officer in one of
our regiments of 8 stated, that baving a con-
siderable number of. people as bostages, in s fort
where be commanded, and who bad been sent
thither by Colonel Hannay, the country people got
round the fort, and demanded that they should be
delivered up ;~but instead of complying with their
request, he put almost twenty oftzcm to death:
he afterwards threw down some of the batilements
of the fort, and killed four more of the hostages;
and, on ancther day, the beads of eighteen more
were strack off, and among them the head of a
mllajah of the country, by order of Colonel

ay. The people round about were enraged at
this execution, and crowded about the fort; some
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of themi were heard to say, that the Begums had:
offered a reward of 1000 rupees for -the head of:
every European; 100 for.the head of every Sepoy:
officer ; and 10 for the head -of a eommon Sepoy.
Baut it appeared afterwards, pretty clearly, that.no:
such rewards- had, in. reality,: been offered ; for.
when Captain. Gordon’s detachment took the field,
the people whe surrounded him told him, that if ‘he:
would. deliver: up his arms and his baggage, : they
would let him and his men continue theif route un-*
wolested : so little were they dispnsed to -enrich/
themselves by the slanghter of the British forces,’
that when Captain Gordon’s detachment was re~
duced, by desertion, to:fen men, and when ther
slaughter on captare of theny would have been:oft
course 8 work: of very little difficulty, the country
people remained satisfied with the dispersion of the:
detachment, and then retumed to their homes, with
out attempting to attack.the poor remains of that!
detachment —the few men who continued with Cap<
tain Gordon. That gentleman, in his afidavit sup«
posed the Begums: to have encouraged the. country:
peo&l: to rise; - because when he arsived at the ban

of the river Saunda: Nutta, on the opposite bank of
which stands the town of Saunda ; the Fowzdar; op
Governor, who commanded there for the Bow Be-
gum, i whose jaghire the town lay, did not i~
stantly send boats to earry him and his men overthe
river ; and because the Fowzdar pointed . two: or
three guns across the river, » Now,. admitting' boths
these facts to be true, 'they could not affect the Bes -
gums; for it was the duty ef the Fowzdar to be on -
his guard, and ot to let treops into his fort; untik
he knew for what purpose they ‘appeared before it..
In the next place, there was nothing in: the affidavit
which indicated that the guns were pointed ‘against
Captain Gordon.and Ats men; on the esntrary, it
wasg possible tlhiat these guns had. made that gentle<
man's pursuers disperse; for it was rather remark-
able, that they should pursue. him whilst he was iw
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Jorce, and should give over the pursuit, when, by
the desertion of .his soldiers, his detachment was re-
duced to ten men. However, whatever might have
been the cause of their dispersion, Captain Gordon
at length got across the river, and found himself in
a place of safety, assoon as he got into a town that
was under the authority of the Begums, who caused
him to be sent afterwards, under a protecting guard,
to Colonel Hannay. This circumstance was sup-

ressed in the affidavit made afterwards by Captain
¢ grdon; for what purpose it was not for him to

udge. .

J—- ﬁ;der Beg Cawn, the minister of the Nabob,
though swearing both to ramour and to fact, could
mention no particulars of an insurrection which was
to have dethroned his sovereign. Nor was the evi-

dence of Colonel Hannay and the other English offi-

cers more conclusive : lond suspicions appeared to
have been propagated ata timeof general disturbance,
and when the flames of war were raging in the
neighbouring province of Benares, Mr. Middleton,
though swearing after .he had -received his final
orders from Mr. Hastings respecting the seizure of
the treasures, could only say, that he believed the

Begums had given countenance to the rebels, and,
be Ead heard, some aid.. The whole of the de
sitions, Mr. Sheridan observed, were so futile, tr:t
were they defended in an inferior conrt of jostice,
he was convinced he should be forbidden to reply,

and told that he was combating with that which

T With recpect to the f the charge, th

' ith to first of the charge, the

rebellion of the Begums, heP::tuld find no E'ace of
any such transaction. -

* % The best antiquarian in our Society,” said Mr.
Sheridan, “ would be, after all, never the wiser '—
Let him look where he would, where can be find
any vestige of baitle, or a single blow? In this
rebellion, there is no soldier, neither borse nor foot :
not a man is known fighting : no office-order sur-
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wives, not an express is to be seen. This Great
Rebellion, as notorious as our Forty-five, :passed
-away—unnataral, - but not ' raging——beginning- in
‘nothing—and ending, no doubt,: just asit began!:
. ¢ ]f rebellion, 'my Lords, -can thus engernder'unh-~
xeen, it is time forus to look abeut.. .\ What hitherto .
hesbeen dramatic, may become historical ;—Kuights-
bridge may at: this moment be invested ;' ‘and all
that - is: left us, nothing : but  the forlorn hope~—of
being dealt with according to the: statute—by the
sound: of the Riot Act,: and the sight, if it can’ be,
of another Elijah!” = . - ‘ S
.. The Counsel had:thonght proper to dwell for a
time on the Nabob’s going to Fyzabad, on his re«
durn from Chunar;«atftenged' by ‘a'guard of 2000
_men, Mr. Middleton being asked; whether these
:men ‘were well-appointed, “though on another oeca-
sion -he had declared 'himself mo -military’ man,
caught in the instant a gleam of martial -memory,
and i answered in. the affirmative, . The' contrary,
however;  was proved. by the.evidence of "Captain
Edwards, who attended the Nabob as his Aid-de-
camp, and also that those troops:were actually ma-
ginous- for their. pay, who were then taken to sto
the progress-of disaffection! ~Yet he would agreé
to all that the . counsel required ;—he would suffer
the whole 2000 men to' enter full trot into the: cit
of Fyzabad, :* whilst Middleton stood by out of ht
wits, with a gleam of martial memorys and whilst
8ir Elijah,; like a man going to learn fashions, - o
freedom in England, takes a sportive tour, s
smooth - and well-beaten as Old - Brentford ;” for
Captain -‘Edwards bad fully: proved,- that it ‘was
merely the usual guard of the Nabob. It :wounld
therefore have been disrespeciful to have gone with
less attendance; he could have no motive for going'
incog. unless he might have intended to make hims:
self a perfect match for the insurrection, which was
also incog. or thought that a rebellion -without an
VOL. Xk, e u
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army, would be most properly subdued by a prince
without a guard." R

Anotber supposed proof of the disaffection of the
Begums was brought, by alleging, that 1,000
Nudgtes had been raised at Fyzabad, and sent to
the assistance of Cheit Sing ; and this for no other
Teason than a detachment of the same pumber being
in the list of the forces of the Rajah! 'I'bis single
<circumstanee was taken as full and complete evi-
.dence of the identity of those troops. It was no
matter that the officer second in command with
Cheit Sing, had sworn that the detachment came
from Lucknow, and not from.Fyzabad ;—this Mer,
Hastings would have to be 2 trfling mistake of one
capital for another! The same officer, however, .
bad also deposed, that the troops were of a different
‘description; those of the Begum being swordsmen,
and those in the service of the Rajah, matchlock~
men. The inference to be made, therefore, un-
doubtedly was, that the detachment did actually
come from Lucknow; not sent, perhaps, by the
Nabob, but by some of the Jaghirdars, bis favorites,
who had abundant power for that purpose, and
whose aversion to the English had always beea
avowed. The name of SadgnbAJl , his balf-brother,
had been mentioned, as being highly criminal in
these transactions;—but to the question, why was
he not punished?. Bir Elijab Impey bad given the
best answer st that bar, by informing their lord-
ships that Sadib Ally was miserably poor! He
hatr,' therefore, found protection in his poverly, and
safety in his insolvency.. Every common maxim of
Judging on; such oecasions was certain to be over-
tarved by Mr. Hastings. It was generally sap-
posed, that the needy were the most daring; and
that necessity was the strongest stimulus to innova.
tion ;—but the Governor-General, inverting this
proposition, bad laid it down as an axiom, that the
sctions of the poor were sufficiently punished by
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eontempt’; - that the guilt of an offender-should in~
erease n a precise: ratio with bis wealth ;. and that,
in fine, where there was no Zreasure, there could
undoubtedly be no ireason ! Coe
- Mr. Sheridan next read the letter of the Begum*
to Mr.' Hastings, complaining of the .suspicions
which had been so unjustly raised of her conduct ;
and referring to Captain Gordon,: who could testify
N . f ‘ . . . ’ ' . . . N

. * The letter was as follows :—* The distnrbances of Colonel
annay and Mr. Gordon were made a pretence for seizing my
Jaghire. . The state of the matter is this :—When Colonel Hannay
was, by Mr. Hastings, ordered to march to Benares daring the
troubles of Cheit Sing, the wlo:i‘:' who Imfn plunda'}dthawh;
eountry, was incapable oceeding, from the union of thousan
of Lemindars, who Mm this jiwrablz opportumity ; they ha:
rassed Mr. Gordon pear Jugivard, and the Zemindars of that place
and Acberpore opposed his march from thence, till he arrived near
Saunda,: Ae the Saunda Nutta, from its overflowing, was difficult
10 cross without a boat, Mr, Gordon sent to the Fowzdar to supply
him: he replied, the boats were all in the river; but would assist
him, accordiug to orders, as soon as possible,  Mr. Gordon's situ-
ation would not admit of his waiting ; he forded the Nutta upon hi2
elephant, and: was hospitably received and eutertained byi:the
Fowzdar for six days. .In the mean time, a letter was received by
me from Colonel Hannay, desiring me to escort Mr. Gordon tg
Fyzabad.. As wy friendship for the English was always sincere,
1 readily complied, and sent some companies of Nejeebs to escort
Mr. Gordon, and all his effects to Fyzabad ; where, ban;:gpmvided
for his entertainment, § effected his junction with Colonel Hannay.
The letters of thanks, received from both these gentlemen, upon
this oceasion, are still in my possession ; copies of which, I gave
in charge to Major Gilpin, to be delivered to Mr. Middletonf,
that he might forward them to the Governor-General..: To be
brief, those who buse loaded me with necusations, are now clearly
convicted of falschood. Butis it not extraordinary, that, notwith-
standing the justness of my cause, nobody relieves my misfortunes!
My prayers have been constantly ‘offered to -heaven for your
arrival ; veport hes amnounced -it, for which reason | bave taken
op the pen, and request you will not place implicit confidence in
my ccusers; but weighing i the scrle of justice their falsehoode
end my repramtations, you will exert your influence in patting a
iod to the misfortunes with which 1 am overwhelmed."—Heré
r.' Sheridan rematked, that' the plain and simple language -of
truth gave to the representutions of the Begum an Herculean
foree—her complaints were eloquence; her supplications persua-

wion, and her remunstrances conviction.
' G2

£l
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her innocence. ‘He also read the letter of Captain
Gordon to the Begum,* thanking her for her inter-
ference, and acknowledging that he owed bis life
to her bounty. It had been asked, with an air of
some triumph, why Captain Gordon was not called
to that bar? He had answered then as pow, that
be would not call on 2 man who, in his affidavit,
had suppressed all mention of this important trans-
action. He trusted, that if ever he saw himn at that
bar, he should witness a contrite zeal to do away
the effects of that silence, and behold a penitential
tear for the part he had then taken. El'e hoped,
“however, for the honor of human nature, that Cap-
tain Gordon was then under a delusion; and that
he was led on by Mr. Middleton, who was well
informed of the business, to act a part of which he
did not know the consequences. Every feeling of
humanity recoiled from the transaction taken in any
other point of view. It was difficult to imagine that
any man could say to a benefactor, “ The breath
that 1 now draw, next o0 heaven, I owe to you;
- my existence is an emanation from your bounty ;
I am indebted to you beyond all possibility of
return, and therefore, my grafitude sball be your
destruction.”

The original letters on this occasion from Colo-
nel Hannay and Captain Gordon, to the Begum,
had been transmil:teer by her, through Major Gilpin,
to Mr. Middleton, for the purpose of being shewn
to Mr; Hastings; but the leaves were torn from

’ '-'Ihehﬂamrah:.dhncds—ﬂBegu&ib,ofmkddig-
pity, generosity, &e. w preserve. .
. ‘!Aftu'pruenﬁnglhemleonylimtloflenimde,_&e.h
the costomary manner, my address is presented. )
% Your gracious letter, m apswer to the petition of your sez-
want from Goondab, exalted me. From the eontents, | became
unspeakably impressed with the hooor it conferred. - May the
Almighty protect that royal purity, and bestow bappiness, encrease
of wealth, and p .

“ The welfare of your screent is entively ewing: to your favor and
denevolence, &c¢. e,
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Mr. Middleton’s letter-book in the:
they. should have appeared. - When. ex
this subject, he said, that he had depositec
copies of those letters in the office at Luckno
that ‘he.did not bring travslations” with him 8
Calcutta, because. he 'left -Lucknow the very day
after he had received the originals. * This excuse,
My. Sheridan said, he could boldly assert, was a
flat and decided -perjury!® It could be proved by
corresponding debates, that Middleton ha(f received
those letters-at least a month before he left Luck-
now., ; He departed from that city on the 17th of
October; but must have received those letters before.
the 20th of the ‘preceding month. He was, there<
fore, well -aware of -the, purity of those in whose
oppression’ he was engaged; he knew ' that their
attachment was fully proved, .at the very time
they were. charged ‘with ‘disaffection;. buot as
their punishment .was predetermined, he, in concert
with. his principal, found it necessary to suppress
the testimonials of .their innocence.—This mass of
fraud and cruelty; covered as it had been by every
art which the vile agents: ‘could devise, was now
bared to the view, by the aid of that power who -
can give a gianl's nerve even to. an infant arm.
The. injured sufferers, with tears more powerful
than: argument, and with sighs . more impressive
than eloquence, supplicated their lordships’ justice,

2 * In this evidence, Mr. Sheridan seid in express terms, -* there
appeared flat perjury l—enormity, if it was so, beyond all expec-
tation, made manifegt by that power, to whose nod all creatures
must bend-—to whom nothing, in the whole system of thought or
" action, is impessible ;—who can iovigerate the arm of infancy with
a giant's nerve—who can bring light out of darkness, and good out
of evil—can rive the confines of hidden mischief, and drag forth
each minister of guilt from amidst his deeds of darkness and disas-
ter; reluctant, alas! and uorepenting ;—to exemplify, at least,
if not atone ; and to qualify any casual sufferings of innocence by
the final doom of its oppressor ;—to prove there are the never-
failing corvections of God; to-make strait the obliquity of
man,” : ’ -
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and called for; that refribution which should alight
on the detested but unrepenting author of their
wrongs.

The benevolent interference of the Begum in
favor of Captain Gordon, had been assigned by Mr.
Hastings in bis defence, to her intelligence of the
successes of the English at that period.—That this
allegation was founded in manifest falsehood, counld
very easily be proved. The only saccess which the
British forces at that lime met with, was that of
Colonel Blair, on the 3d of September, but where
he himself acknowledged that another victory gained
at such a loss, wou‘(lld l:'ne equal to a (lilefmt, The
reports spread around the country at the time, were
of the most unfavorable cast—‘:{hat Mr. Bastings
bad been slain at Benares, and that the English
were every where routed. These reports, 1t was to
be remarked, were of infinitely more consequence
to the present ar ent, than the facts which reaily
occurted; but if any doubt remained on the mind
of any man, it was only necessary to recur to a
never-failing evidence, in that of Mr. Hastings
against himself. In'a letter to the council, which
was on record, Mr. Hastings acknowledged, that
from the 22d of August, lo the 22d of September,
which included, of course, the time of Captain Gor-
don’s liberation, he had been confined in a situation
of the uimost bazard—that his safety, during that
time, was extremely precarious ; and that the affairs
of the English were generally thought to be unfa-
worable in the extreme! In gis defence, however,
these admissions were totally forgotien. There was
also, an observable inconsistency in what wax there
alleged—that Colenel Hannay had written to the
Begum in the stile of su plicatiou—because. in the
desperate sitaation of affairs, he knew of no other
which be could adopt; and yet, in the same sen-
tence it was averred, that the Begum bad procured
the release of Captain Gordon—from ber know-
ledge of the prosperous advances of our army!
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1t appedred, thérefore, beyond the possibility of a
doubt, that those princesses had demonstrated .the
firmness of their attachment to the Enghsh, not in
the moment of success—not from the impulse. of
fear, nor from the prospect of futpre protection ;—w
but at a time when the hoard of eollected ven-
geance was sbout to burst over our heads; when
the measure of European guilt in India, appeared-
to be completely. filled, by the oppressions which
had just then been exercised on: the unfortunate
Cheit Sing ; and when offended heaven seemed
to interfere, to change the meak disposition of the
‘natives,~—to awaken their resentment,—and fo in-
spirit their revenge. - :
. The second of the remaining parts of the charge
against the Begums, was their having inflamed
the Jaghirdars, It was evident, however, even
from the letters of Mr. Middleton himself, that no
such aid was wanted to awaken resentments, which
.must, unavoidably, have arisen.from thé nmature
of the business. There were many powerful in<
‘terests concerned ;~—the Jaghires which were de«
‘pending, were of a vast amount; and as their
owners by the resumption, would be reduced, at
once, {0 poverty and distress, their own feelings -
were sufficient- to produce every effect which had
"been deseribed, It was idle, therefore, to ascribe
.to the Begums, without a shadow of proof, the in~
spiring of senliments which mwust have existed with<
out their interference. * I shall not waste the time of
the court,”” said Mr. Sheridan, # on such a subject,
but appeal to your lordships, individually, fo
determine, whether, on a propesal being made to
confiscate your several estates,~and the magnitude
of the objects are not very unequal—the interference,
“of any two ladies in thi# kingdom would be at all
necessary 1o awsken your resentments,.and €o rouse
yon o opposition,” &e. . S
The discontents which prevailed in the province
- of Oude had been also, and with similar justice,
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attributed_to these princesses, and formed the third
and last article of charge against them. But the
conduct of the officers residing in that province;
the repeated complaints from the natives; and the
acknowledged rapacity of Colonel Hannay, left no
difficnlty in tracing those discontents to the source
whence they had originated. The Nabob himself
was s0 well convinced of the tyranny of Colonel
Hannay, that on a proposition' coming from Mr.
Hastings to send him back into the province, the
Nabob swore by Mahomet, * That if the Colonel
was sent back, he would quit the province, and
come to reside with Mr. Hastings.” The Go-
vernor-General, sowme time after, sent an apol
for he suggestion; but it was then too late—Colonel
Hannay. was dead—and the province -was deso-
late! .

“ Should a stranger survey the Jand formerly
Sujah Dowlah’s, and seek the cause of its calamity
—should he ask, what monstrons madness had
ravaged tbus, with widespread war—wbat deso-
lating foreign foe—what disputed succession— what
religions zeal-—what i':ablet}lp monster has stalked
abroad, and with malice and mortal enmity to man,
has withered with the gripe of death every growth
of matare and humanity—all the means 01’ elight,
and each originel, simple, principle of bare ex-
istence ? the answer will be, if any answer dare
be given, No, alas! not one of these things! no
desolating foreign foe!—mo disputed succession!
po religious super-serviceable zeal! This damp of
death is the mere effusion of British amity ; we
sink under the pressure of their support—we writhe
onder the gripe of their pestiferoas alliance !

Thus they suffered ; in barren anguish and inef-
fectual bewailings. And, O.andacious fallacy!
says the defence of Mr. Hastings,  What cause
was there for any incidental ills, but their own
. The cause was nature in the first born principles
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of man. It prew with his'growth! it strengthened
with his' strength! It taught him to understand;
it enabled him to feel : for where there is human
fate, .can there be a penury of buman feeling?
‘Where there is injury, will there not be resentment?
Is not despair to be followed by courage?. The
God of battles pervades and penetrates the inmost
spirit of man, and rousing him to shake off the bur
then that is grievous, and the yoke that is galling ;
will ‘reveal the law" written in his heart, and the
duties and privileges of his nature—the grand,’
universal compact of man with man!- -That power
is delegated in trust, for the gvod of all who obey
it 7—that the rights of men must arm against man’s
oppression, for that indifference were- treason- to
human state ; and patience, nothing less than blas~
phemy against the Jaws which govern the world.”
‘That this representation was not exaggerated,

would ‘appear from the deseription of Major Nay-
lor, who had succeeded Colonel Hannay, and who
bad previously - saved him from' the vengeance
which the assembled - Ryots, or husbandmen were
about to-take on their oppressor.- The progress of
extortion, it appeared, ha&) not been uniform in that
province; - it bad absolutely increased as “its re-
sources failed; and as the labor of exaction be-
came more difficult, the price of that encreased
labor had been charged as an additional tax on the
wretched ‘inhabitants! At length, even' in ‘their
meek - bosoms, where injury. never ‘before - begot
resentment; nor despair arounsed to' courage, en<
creased -oppression had its due effect: They as-
sembled round théir-oppressor, and had nearly made
him their sacrifice. So deeply were they impressed
with the, sense of their wrongs, that they would
not even accept of life from those who had rescued
Colonel Hannay.: They presented themselves to
the %rds-of the soldiery; and as they lay bleed-
ing on the banks of their sacred stream, they com-
forted themselves with the ghastly hope, that their
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blood would not descend into the soil, but that it
would ascend to the view of the God of nature,
and there claim a retribution for their wrongs!—
Of a people thus injured, and thus feeling, it was
an audacious fallacy to attribute the conduct to any
external impulse.~That God, who gave them the
Jorm of man, implanted also the wisi to vindicate
- the rights of man. Though simple in their man-
ners, they were not so uninformed as not to know
that power is in every state a trust reposed for the
general good ; and that the trust being once abused,
it should of course be instantly resented.

The innocence of the Begums, Mr. Sheridan
eontinued, being thus most indubitably and incon.
trovertibly proved, it could not be allowed that he
argued fairly, if he did not immediately infer, from
that proof, the guilt of Mr. Hastings. Ie would

so far as to admit, that Mr. Hastings might have

"been deladed by his accomplices, and bhave been
_persuaded into a. conviction of a criminality which
did not exist. ' If that were proved, he would rea-
dily agree to acquit the prisoner of the present
charge. Butif, on the contrary, there appeared
m bis subsequent conduct, such a concealment as
denoted the fullest eonsciousness of guilt; if all his
narrations of the business were marked with incon-
sistency and contradiction; that mind must be
inaccessible te comviction, which could entertain a
doubt of his crimipality~—From the menth of Sep-
tember, in which the seizure of the treasures took
place, until the January following, had Mr. Has-
tings wholly concealed the transaction from the
council at Calcutta! If sny thing could be more
singalar than this concealment, it was the reasons
by which it was afterwards attempted to be justi-
fied. Mlr. Hastings first pleaded a want of lesure.
He was writing to the council at a time when he
eomplained of an absolute inaction ;—~he found
time to narrate me‘rway Eastera tales, respect-
ing the attachment of the sepoys to their cannom,
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and their dressing themy with flowers on' particula¥
occasions ; but of a rebellion: which convulsed an
empire; of the seizure of the treasures to such an
amount,- he could not find leisure to say one sylla=
" ble, until he had secured an excuse for his eonduct
in the possession of the money. The second exs
cuse was, that all communication was cut off -with
Fyzabad ; and this was alleged at the tinie when
letters were passing’ daily between- him:and Mr.
Middleton ; and when Sir Elijah Impey had pre-
nounced the road to be as free from interruption
as that between London and Brentford. The third
excuse was, that Mr. Middleton had taken with him
on his departure from Cbunar, all the woriginal
papers which it was necessary for Mr. Hastings to
eonsult. : That the -original papers had mot been
rémoved was evident; however, from Mr. Hastings
sending a copy of the treaty of Chunar to Mr. Mid-~
dleton, on the fourth day- after the resident’s depar~
ture; though it appeared that it was re-inclosed -at
a proper fime to Mr. Hastings, to be shewn to the
_council. A copy of the same 'had been shewn to
the Oriental Grotius, Sir Elijah Impey; which he
-confessed his having read at the time when he de«
clared his ignorance of the guarantee granted to the
Princesses of Oude! - Looking to the absurdity of
reasons such ‘as these, assigned im defence of a
silence so criminal ; Mr. Sheridan declared, that he:
would lay aside every other argument; that he:
would not dwell on any other topic of guilt, if the.
council for Mr. Hastings would but join issue: on'
this point, and prove, to the satisfaction of the eourt,
that any of these excuses were, in the smallest de-
gree sufficient for the purpose for which ‘they were:
assigned. TR L
‘Amidst the other artifices of concealment, wasu
letter from Colonel Hannay, dated October 17,
1781, which Mr. Sheridan indisputably preved
could ‘hot bave been ‘written at the time; but was
fabricated at a subsequent period ; as it contained a’
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‘mention of facts, which could by no possibility
have been known to Colonel Hannay at the time
when it was pretended to have been written. What-
ever else could be done for the purpose of conceal-
ment, was done in that mixture of canting and
mystergl, of rhapsody and . enigma—Mr. Hast-
ings’s Narrative of his Journey to Benares. He .
there set out with a solemn appeal to heaven for the
trath of bis averments, and a declaration of the
same purport to Mr. Wheeler :—the faith, however,
thus pledged, was broken both to God and man;
for it was already in evidence, that no sinFle trans-
action had occurred as it was there stated !

. The question would naturally occur to every
person who had attended to these proceedings—
« Why Mr. Hastings had used all tgese efforts to
veil the whole of this business in mystery P '—It
was not strictly incumbent on him to answer the
question, yet he would reply, that Mr. Ilastings
had obviously a bloody reason for the concealment.
He had looked to the natural effect of strong inja-
ries on the human mind: as in the case of Cheit
Sing, he thought that oppression must beget resist-
ance; and the efforts which might be made by the
Begums in their own defence, though really the
effect, he was determined to represent as the cause
of his proceedings. Even when dis?pointed in
those aims by the natural meekness and submission
of those with whom he was to act, he could not
abandon the idea; and accordingly in bis letter to
the directors, of January 5, 1782, bad represented
the subsequent disturbances in Oude, as the positive
canse of the violent measures which be had adopted
—two months before those disturbances had exist-
ence ! He there congratulates bis masters on the
seizare of those treasures which, by the law of
Mahomet, he assures them were the property of
Asoph ul Dowlah. Thus the perturbed spinit of
the Mahometan law, according to Mr. Hastings’s
idea, still bovered round those treasures, and envied
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them to every possessor, until it at length saw fhem
safely lodged within the sancluary of the British
Treasury ! In the same spirit of piety, Mr. Hast.
ings had assured the house’'of commons, that the
inhabitants of Asia believed that some unseen
power interfered, and  conducted all his pursuits to
their destined end. 'That: Providence, however;
* which thus conducted the efforts of Mr. Hastings,
was not the Providence to which others profess
theinselves indebted ;—which interferes in the:cause
of ‘virtue, and. insensibly :leads+ guilt . towards its
punishment ; it was pot, in fine, that Providence -

* '« Whose works are goodness, and 'w'h.‘os? ways dre tight” '

. 'The unseen power which protected Mr. Hastings,
operated by leading’ others into criminality, which
as far as it respected the Governor-General, ‘was
highly fortunate in its effects.. If the Ré_};h. Nun-
ducomar brings a' charge’ against Mr. Hastings,
Providence ‘so orders it, that the. Rajah has coms
mitted a forgery. some years before ; which, with
some friendly assistance, proves a sufficient reason
to remove oni of the way so troublesome an ac-
quaintance. If the company’s affairs are deranged
through the want of money, Providence ordains it
'so that the Begums, though unconscicusly, fall into
2 rebellion, and give Mr. Hastings an opportunity
of seizing on their treasures! Thus the successes of
Mr. Hastings depended not on any positive .merit
in himself'; it was to the iinspired felonies, the hea-
ven-born crimes, and the providential treasons of
others that he was _indebtes for each success, and
for the whole tenor of ‘his prosperity ! Lo

It must undoubtedly bear a strange appearance,
that a man of reputed ability should, even when
actin%' wrongly, have bad recourse to so many
bungling artifices, and spread so thin a veil over
his deceptions. But those who testified any surprise
at this circumstance, must have attended but little
to the demeanor of Mr. Hastings. Through the
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whole course of his conduct he seemed to have
adhered to one general rule-—to keep as clear as
possible off the fact which he was to relate! Ob-
serving this maxim, his only study was to lay a
foundation as fanciful and as ornamental as pose
sible ;—then by a superadded mass of fallacies, the
superstructure was soon complete, though by some
radical defect it never failed to tumble on his own
head :—rising from those ruins, however, he was
soon found rearing a similar edifice, but with = like
effect. Delighting in difficnlties, he disdained the
plain and secure t%undation of truth; he loved, on
the contrary, to build on a precipice, and encamp on
a mine. Inured to falls, he felt not the danger ;
and frequent defeats had given him a hardihood,
without mpressing a sense of the disgrace. |

It had Eeen a maxim once as much admitted in
the practice of common life, as in the school of
philosophy, that where heaven was inclined to de-
stroy the vice, it began by debasing the intellect.
This idea was carried still farther by the right bo-
porable gentleman (Mr. Burke), who opened the
prosecution ; who declared, that prudence and vice
were things absolutely incompatible ;—that the vi-
cions man being -deprived of his best energies, and
cuartailed in his proportion of understanding, was
left with such a short-sighted degree of penetration,
as could not come under the ‘denomination of pru-
dence. 'This sentiment did honor to the name of his
right hovorable friend¢ “ to whom,” said Mr. Sheri-
dan, “ 1 look up with homage'—whose genius is com-
mensurate with bis philanthropy—w metnory
will stretch itself beyond the ficeting objects of any
little partial shuflling, through the whole wide range
of haman knowledge, and honorable aspiration after
buman good ; as large as the system which forms
tife—as lasting as those objects tbat adomn.”

But it was still to be remembered, that there
were other characters besides a Caesar and a Crom.
well; who, acting on determinations inimical to
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virtne, 'and hostile to the laws -of society, had pro-
eeeded,. if not with prudence, yet with an all-com»
manding sagacily, that was -productive of similar
effects. 'Those;, however, were isolated chavacters,
.which left the vice that dared. to follow either in a
state of despondent vassalage,:or involved it in
destruction. Such ‘was the present . instance -of
failare ; and -sach it was always to be trusted
would be that of every other wha regarded such
characters with an eye of emulation. Such was the
perpetual law of nature, that virtue, whether placed
an. a. cirgle more contracted :.ov enlarged, .mnaved
with. sweet consent.in its allotted orbit ;: there was
no dissonance to jar, no asperity to divide; and that
harmony which made its felicity, . at: the same time
constituted ity protection.. Of vice, on the contrary;
the parts were disunited, and -each in barbarous
language clamored for its pre.eminence.: It ‘was s
scene where though one domineéring passion might
bave sway, the others still ‘pressed forward with
their dissonant claims, and in the moraf world, of=
fects still awaiting on their causes, the discord of
course ensured the defeal.: e
- Mr. Bheridan reverted again to the subjéct of the
claims made oo the Princesses of Uude: . Whether
those were first made by the Nabob,: or suggested
to him by his sovereign, Mr. Hastings, though the
counsel had labored much to prove the former, ap-
peared to him to carry very little difference. If the
seizure was made as a confiscation and punishment
for supposed guilt—then, if.ever there was a crime
which ought to pass “ unwhipped of justice,” it
was that where a-6on must necessarily be made the
instrament of am infliction, by which he broke his
eovenant of existence, and violated the condition
by which he held his rank in society. If, on the
contrary, it was meant as a resumption, in conse-
1‘[1:“9 of a supposed right in the Nabob, then Mr.
stings should have recollected the guarantee of
the company granted te the Begums ; unless it was
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meant 1o be said, that Mr. Hastings acted in that asin
other instances ; and assured them of his protection,
until the very moment when it was wanted. It was
idle, however, to dwell ‘on the conduct or free
agency of 2 man who, it was notorious, had no
will of his own. ‘What Mr. Middleton. asserted at
that bar would scareely be put in coinpetition with
a series of established facts; by which it appeared,
that the Nabob had submitted to every indignity,
and yielded to every assnmption. It was an ac.
knowledged fact, that he had even been bronght to
join in that paltry artifice which had been termed
the subornation of letters. . This practice was ea-
ried to such a length, that he in the end complained,
in a manner rather ladicrous, that be was really
tired of sending different characters of Mr. Bristow,
dn pursuance of the directions sent to the resident.
He had pronounced black white and white black se
often; that he really. knew unot what to say; and
therefore begged that,"once for all, the friends of
Mr. Hastings might be considered as his, and that
their enemies might also be the same. : After this it
was superflaous to argue that the Nabob could
direct his views to so important an object as the
scizing of the treasures, umless he had been mms
Elle by Mr. Middleton, and ‘authorised by Mv.

“ting‘! : P o . : Lot

" At Ralf-past four o’clock, Mr. Sheridan being apparent 7 ly;.;
Ransted, b_yc#uddjo;rbmmmm,ugwtal-
" B ——————
. "t " Jusel0o.
. The Lord Chancellor not heving had it in kis power to attend the
court this day, Earl Bathurst presided in his stead, and took kis
seal upon the woolsack. His lordslip having ealled upon the commony
fo proceed, ' ' ) ‘ '

et :

-

Mr. Snznibujt rose. He laul,that rel e
upon the attention with which he was honored the
time he had the honor of addressing their lord+
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ships, he would pof recapitulate on_this occasion
what he had said on Friday, to shew. that the
Nabob of Oude had been reduced by Mr, Hastings
to the degraded state of a dependent prince, who
had no will of his own ; but was obliged to pursue
any measure which Mr. Hastings was pleased. to
dictate to him. The counsel for the ptrisoner had
labored to impress their lordships with an idea that
the Nabob was a prince, sovereighly independent,
and in no degree subject to the control of Mr.
"Hastings ; but after the numberless proofs that had
been given of his being a cypher in the hands of
the Governor-Generil, it would bé incumbent on
the counsel to prove his independence by very strong
evidence indeed; and he believed, that in the affair
of the resumption of the jaghires, and the seizure of
the treasures in particalar, they would find it & very
difficnlt matter to execute such a task... The honor-
able managers had asserted,.that the measure of
seizing the treasures had oviginated with Mr. Hast-
ings ; and they bad given in evidence many strong
proofs in support of the assertion; it would be in. -
cumbent therefore on the counsel to prove that the
measure had originated with the Nabob; and of
that they could not give a more satisfactory proof
than the paper, or instrument, in which it wes
originally proposed by bim to Mr. Hastings, But
as Ee believed no such proposition ever came from
the Nabob as an original measure, so he took it for
granted the counsel could never produce any letter
or paper from that prince, centaining any such
proposition, as coming immediately from himself.
he seizure of the treasures and the jaghires was
the effect of a dark conspiracy, in which no more
than siz persons were concerned. Three of the
conspirators were of a higher order—these were
Mr. Hastings, whe might be considered as the prin-
.cipal and leader in this black affair; Mr., Middie-
ton, the English resident at Luckmow; and Sir
Elijah Impey ;=~the three inferior or snbordinate
YOL. II. K H

¥
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conspirators were, Hyder Beg Khian, the nominal
miuister of the Nabob, but in reality the creature of
Mr. Hastings; Colonel Hannay, and Ali dbrahim
Khan.

Sir Elijah Impey was intrasted by Mr, Hastings
to convey his orders to M. Middleton, and to eoncert
with him the means of carrying them into execution.
As this gentleman was a principal actor in this ini-
quitous affair, Mr. Sheridan thought it would be
necessary to take motice of some parts of the evi-
dence which he had delivered upon oath at their
lordships’ bar.

When Sir Elijah was asked, what became of the
Persian affidavits (sworn before bim) after he had
delivered them to Mr. Hastings, he replied, that
he really did not know, He was asked, if he had
got them translated, or kpoew of their having been
translated, or bad any conversation with Mr, Hast-
ings on the subject of the affidavits? He replied,
that he knew npothing at all of their having been
translated, and that Ee had no conversation what-
ever with Mr. Hastings on the subject of the affi-
davits after he had delivered them to him. He was
next asked, whether be did not think it a little sin-
gular, that be should not have held any conversation
with the Governor-General, on a subject of so much
moment as was that of the affidavits he had taken?
His answer was, that he did not think it singular;
and his reason for thinking to the contrary, was, that
he left Chunar the very day after he delivered the
affidavits to Dr. Hastin From this answer their
lordships might infer, that 8ir Elijah, on quitting
Chunar, had left the Governor-General behind him:
but Mr. Sheridan said, he would prove that this was
by mo means the case; for, from letters written by
Sir Elijah himself, and which had been read in
evidence, it appeared, that he arrived at Chunar
the 1st of December, 1781; that he then began o
take affidavits; that having completed that business,
be and Mr. Hastings left Chunar together, and set
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.out on the road to Benares; and that, having been
together from the 1st to the 6th of December, the
.former took leave of the latter, and proceeded on his
way to Calcutta. Here Mr. Sheridan left their lord-
ships to judge how far Sir Elijah Impey had or had
not attempted to impose upon them, when he said,
. that his reason for not thinking it singular, that he
should not have had any conversation with Mr.
Hastings on the subject of the affidavits, after he
had delivered them to that gentleman, was, that
ke left Chunar the very next day. - The inference
was, that therefore he could not have conversed
with him ;—but now their lordships must see that
such an inference would be false; as Sir Elijah
Impey. left Chunar in company with the Governor-
General ; and continued with' him' till the 6th of
December. If then the answer made by Sir Eljjah
was so worded, as to lead to a false inference, it
would be for their lordships to judge, whether the
whole of his evidence, on that point, was or was
not calculated to mislead and- deceive them. -
There was another part of the same gentleman’s
evidence, which he would prove was not entitled
to any credit from their lordships.: Sir Elijah had
sworn, that he knew nothing of the Persian affi-
davits having been translated. Now-it so happened
that a letter from Major William ‘Davy, the econ-
fidential secretary of Mr. Hastings, and Persian
translator, had been read to their lordships in evi-
dence ; from which it appeared, that he had made
an affidavit before Sir Elijah Impey himself, at
Buzar, on the 12th of December, just six days
wfter that gentleman and Mr. Hastings parted, the
urport of which was, that the papers annexed to
the affidavit were faithful translations of the Per-
sian affidavits (also annexed) taken by Sir: Elijah ;
the date (the 12th of December) appeared no fewer
than six times in Major Davy’s deposition, so that
there could not be any mistake in it; it was sworn
before Siv Elijab, and was signed by him ; and yet,
) X2 -
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that gentleman had sworn, before their lordships,
that he had never heard of any translation of those
Persian affidavits. Upon these two circumstances,
Mr. 8heridan said, he would make only one remark,
which had been used by a very great man, * 7'hat
0o one could tell wheve to look for truth, if it could
not be found on the judyment seat ; or know what to
eredit, if the affirmation of a judge was not to be
frusted.”

Sir Elijah ImR:y, as he had observed before,
was intrusted by Mr. Hastings to concert with My.
Middleton the means of carrying into execotion the
orders of which Bir Elijah was the bearer from the
Governor-General to the Resident, 'These orders
did not appear any where in mriting; but their
Jordshipu had been made acquainted with the pur-
port of them by the most salisfactory evidence:
they therefore knew that Mr. Middleton was, in
obedience to them, to persuade the Nabob to pro-
pose, as from himself, to Mr, Hastings, the seizure
of the Begums’ treasures. That this was the real
fact, would appear unquestionable, from the general
tenor of Mr. Middleton’s letters on the subject, and
from Mr. Hasting’s own aecount of the business in
his defence. -The latter appeared to be extremely
ot 8 loss how to act about the treasures. The (sup-

) rebellion of the Begums made it extraor-
dinary, that at the moment when be was confiscating
their estates, he should stipulate that an aonugl
allowance, equal to the prodoce of those esiates,
should be secared to them. He found himself em-
barrassed how to proceed also respecting the trea-
sures; for, on the one hand, he did not wish te
appear the principal mover in seizing them, and yet
be did not hesitate to charge them with treason and
rebellion ; for which he might have seized them as
forfeited to the state. Ia the latter case it looked
as if he feared to do whai the treason of the-

: wounld bave justified him in doing. His
mmtonthisoomionpmwdthat he was
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conscious of the injustice 6f his proceedings against;
those ladies. - If they were notloriously in rebellion;:
there could not be any ground for his being ashamed.
of appearing in the measure of seizing their pro-.
perty : it was only the consciousness of their inno~.
cence that could make him afraid of undertaking
what would bring upon him the execration of all
ranks of pedple. In this perplexity he desired Sir
Elijah Impey would instruct Mr. Middleton to urge.
the Nabob to propose, as from himself, the seizure
of the treasures. The unhappy prince; without &
will of his own, consented to make the proposal, as
an alternative for the resumption of the jaghires—a
@ measure to which he had the most unconquerablé
reluctance. Mr. Hastings, as it were to indulge
the Nabob, agreed to the proposal ; rejoicing at the
same time that his scheme had proved so far success~
ful, as that this proposition, eoming from the Nabob,
would, as he thonght, free him (Mr. Hastmgs) from
the odium of plundering the princesses. But the
artifice was too shallow; and their lordships were
now able to trace the measure to its source.. They
were now ‘apprized, from the evidence, that Mr,
- Hastings had suggested it te Sir Elijah Impey,
that he might suggest it to Mr. Middleton, that he
might suggest it to the Nabob, that his highness
might suggest it to Mr. Hastings; and thus sug-
- gestion returned to the place from which it origimally
set out. One single passage from a letter, written
by Mr. Middleton to Mr. Hastings, on the 2nd of
December, 1781, would make this peint appear as
clear as day. In this passage Mr. Middieton ins
formed the Governor-General; ¢ That the Nabob,
‘wishinE to evade the measare of resuming the jags
hires, had sent him &« message to the following
purport :—That if the measare proposed was in-
tended to procure the payment of the balance due
to the company, he could better and more expedia
tiously effect that obiiect, by taking from his mother
the treasures of his father ; which he asserted to be

e
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in her hands; and to which he claimed a right,
founded in the laws of the Koran ; and that it would
be sufficient that he (Mr. Hastings) mould hint his
opinion upon it, without giving a formal sanction to
the measure proposed. Mr. Middleton added, The
resumption of the jaghires it is necessary to suspend,
till I have your answer to this letter.”

Upon this letter, Mr. Sheridan said, he had some
observations to submit. In the first place, it was
clear, that though the Nabob had consented to make
the desired proposal for seizing the treasures, it was
only an alternative ; for it entered into the Nabob's
head both to seize the treasures, and resume the
jaghires: the former measure he wished to substi.
tute inv the room of the latter, and by no- means te
couple them together ; but Mr. Hastings was too
nice a reasoner for the prince—for he insisted that
one measure should be carried into execution, be-
canse the Nabob had proposed it; and the other be-
cause he himself determined upon it; and thus each
party found his alternative adopted.

- Another remark upon this letter was, that here the
Nabob was still taught to plead his right to the trea-
sures, as founded u the Jaws of the Koran ; but
not a word was said about the guarantee and treaty
that had barred or extinguished that right, what-
ever it might have heen. But if all that Mr. Hast-
ings would have the world believe was true, be bad
a much better claim ; agamst which the treaty and
guarantee could not be pleaded ;—and that was the
treason of the Begums, by which they had forfeited
all their Iproperty to the state, and every claim npon
the English for protection. But this right by
forfeiture, the Nabob was silent ;—he was a2 stranger
te rebellion, and to the treason of his parents; and
therefore was reduced to the necessity of reviving a
claim under the Jaws of the Koran, which the treaty
and guarantee bad for ever barred. '

The last observation with which be would trouble
their lordships, was npon the very remarkable ex-
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pression contained in this letfer—* That it would be
sufficient to:kint his (Mr. Hastings) opinion upon it;
without giving a_formal sanction to the measure pro=
posed.”—Why this caution ? If the. Begums had
been guilty of treason, why should he be fearful of
declaring to the world, that it was not the practice
of the English to protect rebelligns subjects,-and
prevent their injured sovereigns from proceeding
against them according to law ? That therefore he
eonsidered the treaty and guarantee, by which the
Begums held their property, as no longer binding
upon the Koglish government, who consequently
could have no further right to interfere between
the Nabob and his rebellious parents, but cught fo
Jeave him at liberty to punish or forgive them as he
should think fit. But, instead of holding this lan-
guage, which manliness and conscious integrity
. would bave dictated, had he been convinced of the
guilt of the Begums, Mr. Hastings wished to de-
rive all possible advantage from active measures
against the Begums, and, at the same time, so far to
save appearances, as to be thought passive .in the
affair. . S
Mr. Sheridan remarked, that .in another passage
of the same letter upon which he. had just made
these observations, Mr. Middleton informed . the
Governor-General that he sent him at the same time
a letter from the Nabob on the subject of seizing the
treasures ; but this letter had been suppressed, . Mr,
Sheridan called upon the counsel for tﬁe prisoner to
‘produce it, and then it would speak foritself; .or to
account satisfactorily to their {:erships for its mnot
* having been entered upon the company’s records.
But this, he said, was not the only suppression of. -
which he had reason to complain; the affidavit, of
Goulass Roy, who lived at F'yzabad, the residence
of the Begums, and who was known to be their
enemy, was suppressed. . No person could be -so
well informed of their guilt, if they had been guilty,
as Goulass Roy, who lived upon the spot, where
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levies were said to have been made for Cheit Sing,
by order' of the Begums. Therefore, if his testi-
meny had not destroyed the idea of a rebellion on
the part of the Begams, there was no doubt but i
would bave been earefully preserved. The infor-
matien of Mr. Seott had also beem suppressed.
That gentleman bad lived unmolested at Baunda,
where Sumpshive Khan commanded for the Be-
gums, and where he bad carried on am extensive
manufacture, without the least bindranee from this
(supposed) disaffected Governor Sumpshire Khan..
Mzr. Seott was at SBaunda when Captain Gordon av-
rived there, and when it was said that the governor
pointed the guns of the fort apen Captain Gordon’s
party. If this circumstance had reaily happened,.
Mr. Scott must have heard of it, as he was himself
at the time wnder the protection of those very guns.
Why then was not the examination of this gentle-
man produced ? He believed their lordships were
satisfied, that i ¢ had supported the allegations
against Sumpshire Khan, 1t weuld not bave been
sappressed. -
M. Sheridan said, it was not clear to him that

servile a tool as Mr. Middleton was, Mr. Hastings
had thoaght propes to entrust bim with every part
of his intentions throughout the business of the He-
guoms ; be certainly mistrusted, or pretended to mis-
trast bim in his proceedings relative to the resomp-
tion of the Jaghires, when it began to be ru..
meured abroad, that terms so favo to the Na-
boeb, as be obtained in the treaty of Chunar, by which.
Mr. Hastings counsented to withdraw: the temporary
brigade, and %0 remove the English gentlemen from
Oude, would never have been granted, if the Nabob
had not bribed the parties concerned in the negocia-
tion to betray the interest of the company. As soow
as these ramours reached the ears of Mr. Hastings,
he accused Mr. Middleton and his assistant-resident,
Myr. Jobnson, with baving sccepted bribes from the
Nabob. They both joined in the most solemn as-
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surances of their innacence, and called God to wita!
ness the truth of their declarations.. Mr. Hastings,-
after this, appeared  satisfied ; possibly: the .conecim,
onsness that he had in.his: own pocket the -only:
bribe. which had been given on. the secasion (the. -

100,0001.) might have made him the less earnest in:
prosecuting any further enguiry into the business. .

. From a passage in a letter from Mr. Hastings, it.
was clear he did mot think proper te commit to
writing all the orders that he wished Mr. Middle-.
ton to execute ; for there.Mr. Hastings expressed:
his doubts of that person’s  firmness and activity 7
and, above all, of his recollection of his instructions,-
and their importance ; and said, that if he { Mr. Mid~;
dleton) could. not rely en his own power, and the.
means he possessed for performing these services,
he would free him from the charge, and would pro.
ceed himself to Lucknow, and. would Aimself an-:
del‘ta.kﬂ th»emd-"‘ . L T TR I 4

.'Their lordships must presume that the instruce.
tions alluded. o must have been yerbal ; for had they-
been written, there was no danger of theiv. having
been forgotten. Here Mr. Shendan calied upon the
counsel to state what these instructions were which.
were of se much importance,~—whieh the Governor.
was greatly afraid Mp. Middleton: would not recol-.
lect,—~and which, nevertheless, he did not dareto com-~
mit to. writing, althongh it weuld have beer the most.
effectun) way to prevent him from forgetting them. -

Yo make their lordships understand seme other:
expressions in. the above ge, Mr. Sheridan re.:
called to their memory, that it had appeared i the:
evidence, that Mr. Middleton bad & strong objection-
to. the resumption of the Jaghires, which iet ught*
a service of 80 mach danger, that he removed Mes.
Middleton. and' her family when he was: about to.
enter upen it; for he expected resistance not only
from the Begums, bat from the Nabeb's own an.
meels, who knewing that the Nabob was a reluctant
instrament in the hands of the English, thought
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they would please him by resisting a measure to
which they knew he bad given his authority against
his will ; in a word, Mr. Middleton expected that
the whole country, as one man, would rise against
bhim ; and therefore it was that he suspended the
execution of the order of resumption, until he should
find whether the seizing of the treasures, proposed
as an alternative, would be accepted as such. Mr.
Hastings pressed him to execute the order for re-
suming the Jaghires, and offered to go himself upon
that service, if the other should decline it. Mr.
Middleton, at last, baving received a thundering
letter from Mr. Hastings, by which be left him to
act under “ a dreadful responsibility,” set out for Fy-
zabad. For all the cruelties and barbarities that
were executed there, the Governor-General in his
. narrative said, be did not hold himself respobsible,
because be had commanded Mr. Middleton to be
persenally present during the whole of the transac-
tion, until he shonld have completed the business of
seizing the treasures, and resuming the Jaghires.
But for what p had be ordered Mr. Middle-
ton to be present >—He would answer, by quoting
the orders verbatim.—* Yoa gourself must L per-
sonally present—you must not allow any negociation
or forbearance ; but must prosecuie both services
until the Begums are at entire mercy of the
Nabobs.”’—These peremptory orders, given vnder a
« dreadful responsibility,” were pot issued for pur-
poses of humanity, that the presence of the resident
might restrain the violence of the soldiers, but that
Myr. Middleton should be a watch apon the Nabob,
to steel his heart against the feelings of retarning na-
tare in his breast, and prevent the possibility of
his. relenting, or granting any terms to his mother
and grandmother. This was the abominable ll:m
... pose for which Mr. Hastings had commanded him
" “ to be presentin person ; and, on account of bis pre-
sence for such an end, Mr. Hastings pleaded that
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he was not responsible forwhat was done -on that
occasion at Fyzabad. . '

Here Mr. Sheridan was taken ill, and retired for a while, to try
m the fresh air he could recover, soas that he might conclude all he
to say upon the vvidence on the sccond cherge.  Mr. Adam, in
the mean time, read some letters of Mr. Middleton. Some time
after, Mr. Fox informed their lordships, that Mr. Sheridan was
much better, but that ke felt he was not sufficiently so' to be able to
do justice to the subject he had in hand. The managers therefore
l%ed their lordships would be pleased to appoint a future day, on
which Mr. Sheridan would finish his observations on the evidence,
Upon this their lordships returned to their own house, and adjourned
the Court to Friday, June13. : : B :

JunE 13.

- At twelve o'clock the Lord Chancellor, and the mover of the pre.
sent charge, appeared in their vespective places, and both in a state
of recovered health.

-Mr: SBERIDAN began, by apologizing for- the
interruption. which bis indisposition bhad caused-on
the former day. He assured their lordships; in the
strongest terms, that nothing but the importance of
the cause, to which he felt himself totally unable to
do justice, conld have made him trespass on that in-
dulgence, which on other occasions, he had so amply
experienced. . _

e had then concluded, with submitting to their
lordships, the whole of the correspondence, as far as
it conld be obtained, between the principals and
agents, in the nefarious plot carried en against the

abob Vizier and the Begums of Qude.: "1'hese let~
ters were worthy the most abstracted attention of
their lordships, as containing not only a narrative of
that foul and unmanly conspiracy, but also a detail
of the motives and ends for which it was formed,
and an exposition of the trick, the quibble, the pre-
varication, and the ‘untruth with which it was then
acted, and now attempted to be defended !—The
question would undoubtedly suggest itself, why the
correspondence ever was produced by the parties
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against whom it was now addaced in evidence, and
who had so much reason to distrust the propriety of
their own conduct P—"To this the answer was, that it
was owing to a mutual and providential resentment
which had broken out between the parties, which
was generally the case between persons concerned
in such transactions. Mr. Middleton was incensed,
and felt as a galling triumph the confidence reposed
by the Governor-General in other agents, Mr.
astings was offended by the lardy wariness which
marked the conduct of Middleton ; by the various
remonstrances by the agent—though as knowing
the man to whom they were addressed, they were
all grounded on motives of policy, not of humanity;
and of expediency, which left justice entirely out of
the question; but the great ostemsible gronnd of
quarrel was, that Middleton had dared to spend tmo
days in megociation—thoogh that delay had pre.
vented the general massacre of upwards of fwo ¢
sand persons !—'The real cause, however, of this dif.
ference, was a firm belief on the part of Mr. Hast-
ings, that Mr. Middleton bad inverted their different
situations, and kept the lion’s share of plunder to
himself, There were, undoubtedly, some circum-
stances to justify this suspicion. At the time when
Mr. Hastings had first complained, the Nabob's
treasury was empty, and his troops so mutinous for
their pay, as even to threaten his life; yvet in this
moment of gratitude and opulemce, Middleton inti-
mated the Nabob's desire to make Mr. Hastings a
sent of 100,000L That sacrifice, however, not
ing deemed sufficient, Mr. Middletoa was reealled,
and Major Palmer was sent in bis room, with in-
structions to tell the Nabob that such a domation
was nof to be attempted : the prince, however, with
an nofortunate want of recollection, said that “ ne
such offer had ever been in his mind.”—Thus, it
had always been considered as the heiE}atenin of a
favor bestowed, that the receiver should not know
from what quarter it eame ; but it was reserved for
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Mr. Middleton to improve on this by such a delicate
refinement, that the person giving should be totally
ignorant of the favor he conferred! . | o
. But notwithstanding these little differences and
suspicions, Mr. Hastings and Mr. Middleton, on
the return of the latter to Calcutta in Qctober, 1782,
continued tolive in the same style of friendly collu-
sion, and fraudulent familiarity as ever.. But whep
Mr. Bristow, not answering the purposes of Mr.
Hastings, was accused on the suborned letters pro-
cured from the Nabob, one of which pronounced him
the blackest character in existence, while another,
of the same date, spoke of him as a. very honest fel-
low ; Mr, Hastings thought it might appear parti-
cular ; and therefore, after their intimacy of six
months, aceuses Mr. Middleton also before the board
at Calcutta. It was then that in the rash eager-
pess which distinguished his pursuit of every object,
Mr. Hastings had incautiounsly, bat happily for the
present purposes of justice, brought forth these se-
cret letters,. . It mattered not what were the views
which induced Mr, Hastings to bring that charge;
whether he had drawn up the accusation, or obliged
Mr. Middleton with his aid i framing a defence ;
the whole ended in a repartie, and a poetical quota-
tion from the Governor-General.. The only cir-
cumstance material to the purposes of humanity, was
the production of instruments, by which those who -
had violated every principle of justice and benevo-
lence, were to see their guilt explained, and it was
to be hoped, to experience that punishment which
they deserved. - ,

'Eo those privaie letters it was that their lordships.
were tolook for what ever elucidation of the subject
could be drawn from the parties concerned : writ-
ten in the moments of confidence, they declared the
real motive and object of each measure; the public
letters were only to be regarded as proofs of guilt,
whenever they established a contradiction, The
counsel for the prisoner had chosen, as the safest
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ground, to rely on the public letters, wrilten for the
concealment of fraud and purpose of deception.
They bad, for instance, particularly dwelt on a pub-
lic letter from Mr. Middleton, dated in December,
1781, which intimated some particnlars of supposed
contumacy in the Begums, with a view to counte-
nance the transactions which shortly after took place,
and particularly the resumption of the Jaghires.
But this letter both Sir Elijah Impey and Mr. Mid-
dleion had admitted, in their examination at that
bar, to be totally false ; though if it were in every
point true, the apprehension of resistance to a mea-~
sure conld not by any means be made a ground for
the enforcement of that measure in the first instance,
The counsel seemed displeased with Mr. Middleton
for the answer, and therefore repeated the question.
The witness, however, did not really fall into their
humour; for he declared, that he did not recollect a
particle of the letter; and though memory was un-
doubtedly not the forte of Mr. Middleton, he was
not, perhaps, entirely faulty on this occasion, as the
letter was certainly of a later fabrication, and per-
haps not from his hand. This letter, however, was
also in direct contradiction to every one of the de~
fences set up by Mr. Hastings.—Another public
letter, which had been equally dwelt on, spoke of
the ¢ determination of the Nabob” to resume the
Jaghires, It had appeared in evidence, that the
Nabob could by no means be compelled to yield to
their measures—that it was not entil Mr. Middleton
had actually issued his own permannas for the col-
lection of the rents, that the Nabob, rather than be
brooght to the atmost state of degradation, agreed
to let the measure be brooght forward on his own
act! The resistance of the Begums to that mea-
sure was noticed in the same letter, as an instance
of female levity—as if their defence of the property
assigned for their subsistence was to be made a
reproach ;—or that they deserved a reproof for
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female Jdightness, by entertaining -a feminine - ob-
jection—to their being starved ! -
This resistance to the measure, which was ex-
ected, and the consoling slaughter on which Mr,
g:[asting‘s relied, were looked to in all those letters
as a justification of the measure itself. There was
not the smallest mention of the anterior rebellion,
which by prudent after-thought had been so greatly
magnified. There was not a syllable of those dan-
gerous machinations which were to have dethroned
. the Nabob ;—of those sanguinary artifices by which
the English were to have been extirpated-—Not a
particle concerning these practices was mentioned
n.any of Middleton’s letters to Hastings, or in the
still ‘'more confidential communication which he
maintained with Sir Elijjab Impey; though after
the latter his letters were continually posting, even
when the Chief Justice was travelling round the
country in search of affidavits. When on the 28th
of November, he was: busied at Lucknow :on that
honorable business, and when three days after he
was found at Chunar, at the distance of two hundred
miles, prompting his instruments, and like Ham-
let's Ghost exclaiming—* Swear /”—his. progress
on that occasion was so whimsically sudden, when
contrasted witn the gravity of his employ, that an
observer would be tempted to quote again from the
same scene,—* Ha! Old Truepenny, canst thou
mole so fast ¥ the ground ?”"—Here, however, the
comparison ceased—for when Sir Elijah made his
visit to Lucknow, “ lo whet the almost blunted pur-
pose” of the Nabob, his language was wholly diffe-
rent from that of the poet:—it would have -been
much against his purpose to have said,
* Taint not thy mind, nor let thy soul contrive
. % Against thy mother anght1” oo
On the subject of those affidavits, he would only
make another single observation. Sir Elijah Im-
pey had denied all acquaintance with their contents,
thongh he had been actually accompanied to Buxar



112 -~ [JUNE 13,
by Major Davy, who there translated them from
the Persian, for the use of Mr. Hastings! There
was amongst them, an affidavit taken in English,
from a native at Buxar, but which was first ex-
plained to the deponent by Major Davy in the pre-
sence of Sir Elijah Impey. How far therefore the
assertion of the Chief Justice was plaunsible, and how
far this fact was consistent with that assertion, he
should leave it to their lordships to determine.

It was in some degree observable, that not one
of the private letters of Mr. Hastings had been pro-,
duced at any time. Even Middleton, when all con-
fidence was broken between them, by the produc-
tion of his private corréspondence at Calcutta, either
feeling for his own safety, or sunk under the fascin-

“ating influence of his master, did not dare attempt
aretaliation !—The letters of Middleton, however,
were sufficient to prove the situation of the Nabob,
when pressed to the measure of resuming the Jag-
hires, In which he had been represented as acting
wholly froma himself. He was there described as
dost in sullen melancholy—with feelings agitated
‘beyond expression, and with every mark of agonized
sensibility. To such a degree was this apparent,
that even Middleton was moved to interfere for a
temporary respite, in which he might be more re-
.conciled to the measure.—* [ am fully of opinion,”
said he, “ that the despair of the Nabob must inpel
him to violence ; I know also that the violence must
be fatal to himself; but yet I think, that with his
- present feelings he will disregard all consequences.”
Mr. Johnson also, the assistant-resident, wrote at the
samae time to Mr. Hastings, to aver to hiw that the
-measure was dangerous, that it would require a total
reform of the collection, which could not he made
without a campaign ! This was British justice ! this
was British humanity! Mr. Hastings ensures to
the atlies of the company, in the strongest terms,
their prosperity and ‘Eis protection ; the former he
secyres by sending an army fo plunder themn of their
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wealth and to desolate their soil! His protection
is franght’ with a similar security; like that of a
vulture to a lamb’; grappling in its vitals! thirst-
ing for its blood! scaring off each petty kite that
hovers round; and then, with an insulting per-
version of terms, calling sacrifice, protection !—an
object for which history seeks for any-similarity
in vain. The deep searching annals of Tacitus;
—the luminous philesophy of Gibbon ;—all the re-
cords of man's transgressing, from original sin to
the present period,” dwindle into comparative in-
significance of enormity; both in aggravation of
vile principles, and extent of their consequential
rain! The victims of this oppression were con-
fessedly destitute of all power to resist their op-
pressbrs; but that debility, which, from other
bosoms, would have claimed some compassion, with
respect to the mode of suffering, here excited
but the ingenuity of torture! KEven when every
feeling of the Nabob was subdued, nature made
a lingering, feeble stand within his bosom; bat
even then that cold unfeeling spirit of magna-
nimity, with whom his doom was fixed, returned withé
double aerimony to its purpose; and compelled him
to tiflict on a parent that destruction, of which he
was himself reserved but to be the last victim!”
“Yet, ‘when cruelty secmed -to have reached its
beunds, and-guilt to have ascended to its climax,
there was something “in the character of Mr. Hast-
ings, which seemed to transcend the latter, and over-
leap the former; and of this kind was the letter to
the: Nabob, which was dispatched on this occasion.
To rebuke Mr. Middleton for his moderation, as was
instantly done, was easily pétformed through- the
medium -of a public and a private letter. ~ But to
write to the Nabeb in such a manner that the com-
mand might be conveyed, and yet the letter after-
wards shewn to the world, was a task of more diffi-
culty; but which it appeared by the event was ad-
mirably suited to the genius of Mr. Hastings. His
VOL. II. I
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letter was dated the 15th of February, 1782, though .
the Jaghires bad been then actually seized ; and it
wus in proof that it had been sent at a much earlier
period. He there assured the Nabob of his coin-
cidence with his wishes respecting the resumption of
the Jaghires ; he declares, that i% he found any dif.
ficulty 1n the measure, he, Mr. Hastings, would go
to his assistance in person, and lend bis aid to punis/y
those who oppased it; “ for that nothing could -be
more ardent than bis friendship, or more eager than
his zeal for his welfare.” The most desperate in~
tention was clothed in the mildest language, But
the Nabob knew, by sad experience, the character
with whom he had to deal, and therefore was not
to be deceived ; he saw the dagger glistening in the
hand which was treacherously extended, as if to bis
assistance  and from that moment the last faing
ray of nature expired in his bosom. Mr. Middleton
from that time extended his iron sceptre without
resistance ; the Jaghires were seized —every mea-
gare was carried,—and the Nabob, with his feelings
Iacerated, and his dignity degraded, . was mno,
longer considered as an object of regard. Thoogh
these were circumstances exasperating to the bo-
man beart, which felt the smallest remains of sensi«
bility, yet it was necessary, in idea, to review the
whole zom the time that this treachery was first
conceived, to that when by a series of artifices the
" most execrable, it was brought to a completion,
Mr. Hastings wonld there be seen standing aloof
indeed, but not mactive in the war! Ile would be
discovered in reviewing ‘his agents, rebuking at one
time the pale conscience of Mr. Middleton, and at
ancther, relying on the stouter villainy of Hyder.
Beg Cawn. With all the calmness of veteran de-,
linquency, his eye ranged through the basy pros-
pect, piercing through the darkness of snbordinate
guilt, 2nd arranging with congenial adroitness the
tools of his crimes, and the instruments of his,
ernelty. . . . . . i
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"+ The feelings of the several parties at the ‘timé
would be most properly judged of by their re-
spective correspondence. hen the Bow Begum,
despairing of redress from the Nabob, addressed
herself to Mr Middleton, and reminded him of the
giarantee which he bad signed, she was instantly
promised that the amount of her Jaghire shonid be
made good; thongh Mr. Middleton said he could
ot 'interfere ‘with the sovereign decision of the
Nabob respecting the lands. The deluded and un-
fortunate woman * thanked God that Mr. Middle-
.ton was at hand for her velief ;" af the very instant
when he ‘was directing évery effort to her destruc-
tion ; when he had actually written the orders which
weie to také the colluction out of the hands of her
agents! Even when the Begum was undeceived,—-
when she found that British faith was no protection,
~—when she found that she should leave the country,
and prayed to the God of nations not to grant his
peace to those who remained behind, still there
was no charge of rebellion,—no recrimination made
to all ber reproaches for the btoken faith of the
English’;—nay, when étung to madness, she asked
« how long would be their réign "* no mention of
her’ disaffection was brought forward ; the stress
‘was therefore idle, which the counsel for the pri-
goner strove to lay on these expréssiobs of an ih-
{:’med and enraged woman. When at last irritated
eyond bearing, she denounced infamy on the heads
of her oppressors, who was ‘there who would not
‘say that she’ spoke in a 'prophetic spirit, and that
‘what she had then ‘predicted, had not even fo its
last letter beeu wccomplished! But did Mr. Mid-
dleton, even to this violence, retort any particle of
“accusation? 'No; he sent & jocose feply ; stating,
“that he had received such a letter under her seal,
but that from its contents hé could not suspect it to
‘come’ from her; avd hoping, therefore, that she
!‘niﬁht detect the 'forgery ! Thus did he add to
foul injuries, the vile aggravation of a brutal jest ;'
) -
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like the tiger that prowls over the scene where his-
ravages were committed, he shewed the savageness
of his nature, by grinning over his prey, and fawn-
ing over the last agonies of his unfortunate victim.

_ Those lefters were then enclosed to the Nabob,
who, no wore than the rest, made any attempt
to justify himself by imputing criminality to the
Begums. He merely sighed a Eope, that his conduct
to his parents had drawn no shame upon bis head ;
and declared his intention to punish—not any dis-
affection in the Begum—but seme officions servants
who had dared to foment the misunderstanding be-
tween them and the Nabob. A letter was finally
sent to Mr. Hastings, about six days before the
seizure of the treasure from the Begums, declaring
their innocence, and referrine the Governor-General
to Captain Gordon, whose life they had protected,
and whose safety should have been their justifi-
cation. © That enquiry was never made; it was
looked on as annecessary; because the conviction
.of their innocence was 00 deeply impressed !

The counsel, in reeommemﬂng attention to the
public in preference to the private letters, had re-
marked, in particular, that ene letter should not be
taken as evidence, becanse it was manifestly and
abstractedly private, as it contained in one part the
anxieties of Mr. Middleton for the illoess of his
son. This was a singular argument indeed ; and the
circumstance, in his mind, merited strict observa-
tion, thongh not in the view in which it was placed
by the counsel. It went to shew that some at least
.of those concerned in these transactions, felt the
force of those ties, which their efforts were directed
to tear asunder ;—that those who could ridicule the
respective attachment of a mother and a son ;—who
would prohibit the reverence of the son to the mo-
ther who had given him life ;— who could deny to
maternal debility the protection which filial ternder-
ness should afford ;—were yet sensible of the siraining
of those chords by which they were connected.<~
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‘Therewas something eonnected with this transaction
so wretchedly horrible, and so vilely loathsome, as
to excite the most contemptible disgust.. If it were
"not & part of his duty, it: would -be superfluous to
speak of the sacredness of the ties which those aliens
to feeling,~—those apostates to humanity had thus di-
vided. Im such an assembly as that which I have the
honor of addressing, there-is not an eye but must
dart reproof at this conduct ;—-not a heart but must
- anticipate its condemnation,' “ Firiar Prery! - It-
is the primal bond of society—it''is that instinc-
tive princiile,- which, panting for -its proper good,
soothes, unbidden, each sense and sensibility of man !
—it new quivers on every lip !—it now beams from
every eye!—-it is' an-'emanation of that- gratitude,
which softening under the sense of recollected good,
is eager to own the vast countless debt it ne'er, alas}
can pay, for so many long years of unceasing solici-
tudes, honorable self-denials, life-preserving eares!-—
it is that part of .our. 'practice, where duty drops
its awe {-.where reverence refines into love!l---it
asks no aid of memery |---it needs not the deductions
of reason !-—-pre-existing, paramount over all, whe-
ther law, or human rule, few arguments can increase
and none. can diminish it }--—it is the sacrament of
our pature !-~-not only the duty, but the indulgence
of man-it is his first great privilege—-it is amongst
his last most endearing delights!---it causes the
bosom to glow, with reverberated love !~-it requites
the visitations. of nature, and returns the blessings
that bave-been received !--it fires emotion into vital
principle—it renders habituated instinct into a mas-
ter-passion—sways all the sweetest energies of man
+~—hangs over each vicissitude of all that must pass
away~-—aids the melancholy virtues in:their last sad
tasks of life, to cheer the languors of decripitude and
age—explores the thought—elucidates t%e aching
eye l—and breathes sweet consolation- even in the
awful moment of dissolution!” . L
- .The. Jaghires. being seized, Mr. Sheridan pro-
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eceded to observe, the Begums were left without
the smallest share of thas peconiary eompensation
promised by Mr. Middleton ; and as, when tyranny
and injustice tako the field, they are always at.
tended by their camp-followers, paltry, pilfering, and
m insult ; 8o in this instance, the goods takea
them were sold at a mock sale at inferior .
value. Even gold and jewels, to use the language
of the Begums, instantly Jost their value when i
- was kaown that they came from them! Their mi~
pisters were therefore imprisoned to extort the defi-
ciency which .this frand bad occasioned ; and those
mean arts were employed te justify a eontinuance
of cruelty. Yet, these again were little to the
frauds of Mr. Hastings. After extorting upwards
of £600,000 he forbade Mr. Middleton to come to
& conclusive settlement. He knew that the treasons
of our allies in India, bad their origin solely in the
wants of the Company. He couldg not, therefore,
say, that the Begnms were entirely innocent, until
ke had consulted the general record of crimes !—the
cash account at Calcutta! And this prudence of
Myr. Hastings was fully justified by the event; for
there was actually found s balance of twenly-siz
Jacks mere aguinst the Begums, which £260,000
worth of treason had never been dreamed of before,
% Talk not to ua,” said the Gevernor-General, “ of
their guilt, or innocence, but as it suits the Com-
pany’s eredit! We will not try them by the code
of Justinian, nor the Institntes of Timor ;—we will
mot judge them either by the British laws, or thewr
local customns! No! We will try them by the mui.
tiplication table,~we will find them guilty by the
rule of three,—and we will condemo them accordin
%o the sapient and profound institutes s
Arithmetic.” :
Proceeding next fo state the distremes of the
Begums in the Zenana, and of the women in the
Kbord Mabal, Mr. Sheridan stated, that some ob
servation was due to the remark made by Mr.
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-Hstings in hi¢ defencey where he declared; * that
‘whatever were the distresses there, and whoever was
the' agent, the measure was, in his opinion; recon.
-cileable to justice, honor, and sound policy.”  Ma-
m Seott, the incomparable agent of Mr. Hastings,
‘bad  declared this passage to have been written by
‘Mr. Hastings with his own hand.:  Mr. Middleton,
“it appeared, bad also avowed his share in those hu-
‘mane transactions; and blushingly retired. -Mr.
Hastings then cheered his drooping spirits: '« What-
ever part of the load,” said he, “ yours canmet bear,
‘my’ unburdened character 'shall assume. I -will-
-ecrown your labors with my frresistible approbation.
"Thus, twin-warriors, ye shull' go forth! you find
‘memory, and 'l find character—-and assanlt, ré-
"pulse, and conitumely shall all be set at defiance I
~ - 1 could not prove, continued Mr. Sheridan,
" that those acts of Mr. Middleton were in reality the,
~acts of Mr. Hastings, I should pot trouble your
lordships by combating these assertions; but as that
‘part of -his eriminality ean' be incontestibly ‘aseer-
tained, I shall nnequnivocally appeal to the assembled’
- legislators of this realm, and call on them to say,
whether those acts were justifiable on the acore of po-
‘licy. 1shall appeal to all the august presidents in the
¢ourts of Britisgguris rudence, and to all the learned
ornaments of the progassion, to decide whether these
actions were reconcileable to justice.-—I shall appeal
‘te & reverend assemblage of prelates, feeling for the
generat interests of humanity, and for the %mnor of
" the religion to which they belong—let them de-
termine in their own minds, whether those acts of
Mr. Hastings and Mr. Middleton, were such as a
Christian ought to ‘perform, or & man to avow!
" He next detailed the circumstances of the im-
prisonment of Bahr Ally Cawa and Jewar All
Cawn, ‘the ministers of the Nabob, er the grounds
above stated ; with them was confined that arch-
rebel Sumpshire Cawn, by whom every act of hos~
tility' that had taken place egainst the English,
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was stated to have beer committed. . No enqui
however, was made concerning his treason, thou r[\.:
many had been held respecting the treasure of the
others. He was not so far noticed as to be deprived
of his food ;* nor was he even complimented with
Jetters! and yet when he is on a future day to be
informed of the mischiefs he was now stated to
have done, he must think that on being forgotten,
he bad a very providential escape! The others
were, on the contrary, taken from their milder pri-
son at Fyzabad; and when threats counld eflect
nothing, transferred by the meek humanity of Mr.
Middleton to the fortress of Chunargur. There,

~ ® The following note from Mr. Middieton to Lieutenant Prancis
Rutledge, dated January 20, 1782, had been read in evidence :—

“ SIR,

* When tbis note is delivered to yon by Hoolas Roy, 1 have to.
desire, that you order the two prisoners to be put i #rons, E
them from all food, &c. agraabk o my instructions of yesterday.

‘ (Signed)  “ Natda. MippLeTON.”

Mr. Middleton bad indeed refused to acknowledge that he wrote
this note, alleging that, as he had been accused by Mr. Hastiugs
for his conduct at Fyzabadl, he begged be might not be forced to
amswer questious that would criminate himself. But what was the
wature of the zccusation brought against Mr. Middieton by Mr,
Hastings T Was it, that be bad used harsh methods to get pos-
session of the treasures? No—ihe charge was, that he had shewn
too much forbearance; and Mr. Middleton’s answer to Mr. Hast-
ings’s charge, was of a nature which proved that it was not of too
great severity that the governor-general had accused bim. “ It
could not, 1 flatter myself,” said Mr. Middieton, % be termed a
long or unwarrantable delay (two days). The Nabob was sox to
the Begum whom we were to proceed apainsi—a swom againsta
mother must at least save gppeorances m bis mode of proceeding,
In the East it is well knows that 0o man, either by himself or his
troops, <an enter the walls of s Zenana, scascely in the case of
acting against,an open gnemy, much less of an ally—on ally acting
against his ouwn mother. The outer walls, and the Begum apgents,
were all that were liable to immediate attack ; they were dealt with,
and successfully, as the event proved. No further rigour than
what 1 bave exerted, could be used against females in this coun-:

W 'here Force could be employed, it was nel speved.”
II!L'I‘his defence clearly shewed, that Mr. Hastings bad accused
Mr. Middicton, not of having used toe muck sceerity, but of not

having ased emoxgh. )
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where the British flag was flying, they were doomed.
to deeper dungeons, heavier chains, and severer.
punishments ;—there, where that flag was flying,
which was wont to. cheer. the depressed, and to,
elate the subdued heart of misery, these venerable,,
but unfortunate men were fated to encounter some-
thing lower than perdition, and something blacker,
than despair ! 1t appeared from the evidence of Mr.
Holt and others, that they were both cruelly flogged,.
thoogh one was about seventy years of age, to ex~
tort a confession of the buried wealth of the Begums!.
Being charged with disaffection, they proclaimed
their innocence. * Tell us where are the remain-
ing treasures, ( was the reply )—it is ouly treachery
to yoor immediate sovereigns :—and yon will then
be fit associates for the representatives of British
faith and British justice in Indiat”—< Oh! Faith,
Oh Justice ! exclaimed Mr. Sheridan, * I con-
Jure you by your sacred names to depart for a mo-
ment from this place, though it be ‘your peculiar re-
sidence; nor hear your names profaned by such a
sacrilegious combination, as that which I am now
compelled to repeat !—where all the fair forms of
nature and art, truth and peace, policy and honor,
shrapk back aghast from the deleterious shade !~
where all existences, nefariong and vile, bad sway ;—
where, amidst the black agents on one side, and
Middleton with Impey on the other, the toughest
head, : the most unfeeling heart! the great figure of
the piece, characteristic in his place, stood aloofand
indeyendent from the puny profligacy in his train'!—
but far from idle and ivactive,—turning a malignant
eyeon all mischief that awaited him !—the maltiplied
apparatus of temporising expedients, and intimi-

ating instruments! now cringing on his prey, and
fawning on his vengeance '—now quickening . the
limpid pace of craft, and forcing every stand that
retiring nature c¢an make in the beart! violating
the attachments and the decorums of life! sacn-
ficing every emotion of tenderness and honor!
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and flagitiously levelling all the distinctions of na-
tional characteristics! with a long catalogne of
crimes and aggravations, beyond the reach of
thought, for human malignity to perpetrate, or hu-
man vengeance 1o punish ! :
It might have been hoped, for the honor of the
homan heart, that the Begums bad been themselves
exempted from a share in these sufferings; and that
they had been wounded enly through the sides of
their ministers. The reverse of this, however, was
the fact. Their palace was surronnded by o guard,
which was withdrawn by Major Gilpin, toavmd the
growing resentmenis of the people, and replaced
Myr. Middleton, through his fears from that ¢ dread-
ful responsibility” which was imposed on him
Mr. Hastings. The women of the Khord Mabhal,
who had not been involved in the Begums’ supposed
erimes; who had raised no sub-rebellion o? their
own ; and who, it bad been proved, lived in a dis-
tinct dwelling, were eaunselessly involved in the
same punishwent ; their residence surrounded with
they were driven to despair by famine, and
when they poured forth in sad procession, were
driven back by the soldiery, and beaten with blud-
geons to the scene of madness which they bad
quitted. Tbhese were acts, Mr. Sheridan observed,
which, when told, needed no comment; he should
not offer a simgle syllable to awaken their lordships®
feelings ; but leave it to the facts which had been
proved, to make their owa impressions.
The argument now reverted solely to this point,
whether Mr. Haslings was to be answerable for the
erimes committed by his agent? It had been fully
proved that Mr. Middleton bad signed the treaty
with the saperior Begum in October, 1778. He bad
. acknowledged signing some others of other dates,
- bt could not recollect bis authority. These treaties
~ had been fully recogmized by Mr. Hastings, as was
-fally proved by the evidence of Mr. Purlmg, in the
eyear 1780, - In that of October, 1778, the Jaghire

was secured, which was allotted for the sapport of



1788 . 123

the women in the Khord Mahal: on the first idea
«of resuming these. Jaghires a prevision shonld have
been seeured to those unfortunate women; and in
this respect Mr. Hastings was clearly guilty of &
crime, by his omission of making such provision.
But still be pleaded, that he was not accountable
for the cruelties which had been exercised. 'This
was the plea which Tyranuy, aided by its prime mi~
" ‘wmister Treachery, was always sure to set np.. Mr.
Middleton had attempted to.strengthen this plea,
by endeavouring to claim the whole infamy of those
transactions,: and to monepolize the guili! . He
-dared ever to aver that he bad been condemned by
Mer. . Hastings . for. the.. ignominious. part he had
acted: he daved to avew this, becanse Mr. Hastings
was on his trial,: and he thought he should never be
tried ;—but in the face of the court, and before ke
left the bar, he was compelled to confess that it was
for the lenience not the severily of his proceedings
that he bad been reproved by Mr. Hastingss: .. .
It would not, he trusted, be argued, that because
“Mr. Hastings bhad .not marked every passing shade
of guilt, and becanse he had only given LEe bold
enthoe of croelty, that he: was therefore to be ac-
- quitteds: It was laid down by the law of England-—
.that law which was the perfection of reason—that a
 person ordering: an act ta be done by his agent, was
answerable for . that act with all its -consequences.
. Middleton hed been appointed, in 1773, the avowed
and private agent-—the second-self of Mr. Hastings.
The Governor-General kad .ordered the measure:
Middleton declared that % could not have beem ef-
fected by milder means. . Even if be never saw, nor
heard afterwards of .the ronsequences of the mea-
sure, .he svas answerable for every pang that was
inflicted, and for all the blood that was shed. But
he had heard, and that instantly, of the whole. .He
bad: written. to armige Middleton of forbearance
-and of meglect! MHe. commanded them to work
upon their hopes and fears, and to. leave no means
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untried, “until-—to speak their own language, hut
which would be better suited to the danditti of a
eavern---* they obtained possession of the secret
hoards of the old ladies.” He would not allow even
of a delay of two days to smoothe the compelled
approaches of a son to his mother, on such an occa-
sion! His orders were peremptory ; and if a mas.
sacre did not take place, 1t was the merit of accident,
and not of Mr. Hastings. After this would it be
said, that the prisoner was ignorant of the acts, or
not culpable for their consequences? It was true,
he bad not enjoined in 8o many words the guards;
the famine, and the bludgeons ; he had not weighed
the fetters, nor numbered the laskes to be inflicted
on his victims. But yet be was equally guilty, as if
he had borne ap active and personal share in each
transaction. . It was, as if be bad commanded that
the heart should be torn from the bosom, and yet
had enjoined that no blood should follow. He was
in the same degree accountable to the law, to his
couptry, to bis conscience, and to his God !

Mr. Hastings had endeavoured also to get rid of
a part of his guilt, by observing that he was but one
of the supreme counvcil, and that all the rest bad
sanctioned those transactions with their approba-
tion. If Mr. Hastings ceuld prove, however, that
others participated in the guilt, it would not tend to
diminish his own criminality. Bot the fact was,
that the council had in nothing erred so much as in
a criminal credulity given to the declarations of the
Governor-General. They knew not a word of those
transactions until they were finally concluded. It
was not until the January following, that they saw.
the mass of falsebood which had been published
-under: the title of “ Mr. Hastings's Narrative.””
They bhad been then unaccountably duped into the
suffering a leiter to pass, dated the 20th of Novem-
ber, intended to deceive the directors into a b(_alwf,
that they had received intelligence at that time,
which was not the fact. - Tbese obwervations, Mr,
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Sheridan said, were not meant to-cast any obloquy
on the council ;—they had undoubtedly been :de-
ceived, and the deceit practised on them by making
them sign the Narrative, was of itself a strong ac-
cusation of Mr. Hastings, and a decided: proof
of his own consciousness of guilt. - When tired of
eorporeal infliction, his tyrann())' was gratified by in-
sulting the understanding. Other tyrants, though
bern to greatness, such as a Nero, or a: Caligula,
might have been roused, it had been supposed, by
reflection; and awakened into contrition ;—but here
was an instance which spurned at theory, and baflled
supposition : A man born to a state .at least of
equality j~inured to calculation, and brought up
in habits of reflection ;—and yet proving in the end
that monster in nature, a deliberate and reasoning
tyrant. . P | Co W

- The Board -of Directors sreceived those advices
which Mr. Hastings thought proper. to transmit;
bat though unfurniE:ed with any .other materials to
form their judgments, they expressed very strongly
their doubts, and: as properly -ordered. an .enquiry
into the circumstances of the alleged disaffection
of the .Beguns; pronouncing it, at the same time,
a debt which was dne -to the honor and justice of
the British nation. . This enquiry, bowever, on the
directions reaching India, Mr, Hastings thonght it
absolately necessary to elude. He stated to -the
.council, it being merely stated, that ¢ if en enquiry
certain facts -appeared,”. no enquiry was thereb
-directly enjoined! < It.would revive (said he
those animosities that subsisted .between the Be-
-gums.‘ and . the Vizier, which bad then subsided.

f the former were inclined to appeal to a foreign
jurisdiction, they were the best judges of their-own
feeling, and should be left to make their own com-
plaint.” All this,. however, was nothing to- the
magnificent paragraph which concluded this minute,
.and to which Mr.. Sheridan also requested the atten-
tion of the court. « Beside, (said Mr. Hastings)
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I hope it will ‘not be a departure from official lan-
guage to say, that the majesty of justice ought not
to be approached without solicitation; she ounght
not te descend to “inflame or provoke, but to with.
hold ber judgment, until she is called on to de-
termine !’  What is still more astonishing, is, that
Sir Jobn Macpherson, (who, thongh a gentleman
of sense and honor, he stated to be rather Oriental
in his imagination, and not learned in the sublime
and beautiful, from the immortat leader of this

ution, and who had before opposed Mr. Hast.
ings) was caught by this dold stic quibble, and
Joned in the same words,  that the majesty of jus-
tice ought not to be approached without solicita~
tion.”

“ But sustice is not this halt and miserable ob-
ject! (continued Mr. Sheridan) It is not the inef-
fective bauble of an Indian pagod !—it is not the

ntous phantom of despair ;—it is not like any
abled monster, formed in the dclipse of reason, and
found in some unhallowed grove of superstitious
darkness, and political dismay ! No, my lords'

In the bappy reverse of all these, I turn from this
disgusting caricature to the real image!—Justice I
bave now before me, august snd pure; the abstract
idea of all that would be perfect in the spirits and
the aspirings of men !---where the mind rises, where
the beart expands;—where the ecountenance is ever
placid and benign ;—where her favorite attitode is
to stoop to the unfortunate—to hewr their cry, and |
to help them,—to0 rescue and relieve, to saccoor
and save:—majestic from its mercy ; venerable from
its utility :-—uplifted withowt pride,—~firm without
obduracy :—beneficent in each preference :—lovely,
though in her frown !”

“ On that justice I rely; deliberate and sure,
abstracted from all party purpese and pobitical
speculations ! not in words, bat on facts!—Yon, m
lords, who hear me, 1 conjure by those rights it is
your best privilege to preserve; by that fame 1t is
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your best pleasure .to inherit; by all.those feelings
which: refer to the first term in the aseries of existy
ence, the original compact of our nature—our con~;
troling rank in the creation~——This:is the call on
all, to administer to.truth and equity, as they would,
satisfy - the Jlaws. and satisfy themselves, with the
most exalted bliss, possible, or conceivable. for our
natare.~~the self-approving consciousness of virtue,
when the condemnation we look for will be one of
the most ample mercies accomplished for mankind
since the ereation of the world!”: . - L

My lords I have done!

The court imnedisiely rose, andadfmd (7] Me‘ ‘ deay :
in the next session quaf'yliamnt. St .

. . . B
y e Ve I

Jume 15. .

;| ROYAL BOROUGHS OF 6COTLAND, . |
The petitions from the different boroughs of Scotland pring read
me . . ! Do : ; . .. t.
~ Mr. SHERIDAR expressed his regret, that the
unforeseen Erotra.cﬁon of other important busic
ness ‘had “obliged him to defer so long, a sub-’
ject of such importance, as moving for leave to
ring in a bill to regulate the internal government
of the royal botoughs of Scotland.’ - He stated his
sense of the magnitude of the object to bé 'subi
mitted to the consideration of the house; declaring),
at the same time, that he did not deem it nécessary
to enter into any explanation’ of ‘what might, at
first, appear extraordinary, viz. that should such &
motion be ‘brought forward by’ a ' person  not
interested by local connection, or 'personal habits
with the parties, whose petitions, E)r g redress of
grievances, were now before the house. ' The fact -
was, that every meémber of ‘that house, who had &
single right idea of the first principles of the con-
R ey
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stitution, .and, . of course, of the first cause of .the
prosperity of the country, founded on that consti-
tution, or who felt, as he trusted every member
of that house did, an equal and common interest
in the happiness and well-being of the two coun-
tries comprising the anited kingdoms ; that every
member so judging, and actuated by such a prin-
ciple, was perlg;ctly competent and qualified to
investigate the propositions he should now offer to
_ the consideration of the house. Mr. Sheridan then

adverted to the advanced state of the session, the un~
commonly thin attendance which could be procured
even upon subjects in which the minister himself
was particularly interested ; and declared his rea.
sons for not entering into the general merits of the
uwestion at this time, observing, however, that it
ortunately happened that the present question was
of such a nature, as to admit of a perfect expla-
nation in a single sentence. 'The evil complained
of by as‘respectable a body of petitioners as ever
bad approacﬁed the bar of that house, was, that
certain enormities and inveterate abuses had pre.
vailed, and did prevail in the administration and
government of the royal borougbsin Scotland; and
that there existed no competent qualification to
check and control these abuses, or to give redress
to those who were injured by them. That certain
self-elected magistrates and counsellors, assumed a
power of levying money upon their fellow subjects,
without authority from law ; and of punishing those
who withstood them, by a partial and corrupt exer-
cise of an illegal discretion ; that those magistrates
and counsellors claimed a right to dissipate the
ublic property of their fellow citizens, and to neg-
Fect the duties of”their public station, without ad-
mitting themselves to be accountable or responsible,
in any way, (o those whose interests, security, and
contentment, formed the only pretence for the ex-
istence of any power or superiority in those persons;
a power and superiority necessarily forfeited the
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moment those objects were not attetided to. - The
existence of those evils was proved by the pefitions,
and the want of a remedy by the decisions of the
courts of judicature in Scotland, it baving been.
determined, both in the Court of Session, and in
the Court of Exchequer, that as the law of Bcot=
land stood, there was no remedy for evils and
abuses which both courts admitted to exist and to
be prodaoctive of the worst eonsequences to the
general interests of the community. Surely themn,
Mr. Sheridan observed, if there ever was 'a justifi-
able ground of application fo the legislature of any
country, it is whea those who are entrusted with
the administration of the laws, acknowledge the
prevalence of some great abuse, and at the samé
time admit that there exists no legal mode
of obtaining a remedy for it. Mr. SBheridan next
explained the natare of the remedy proposed, in the
bill he wished to submit to their consideration,
His object, for the present session, was only to give
the members an opportunity of informing them-
selves; for which purpose, he should be content to
have his bill, whicg he then held in his hand, read
4 first time and printed. Mr. Sheridan compli<
fented the character, firmmness, and moderation of
the petitioners, and the abilities and exertions .of
the gentlemen they had employed to manage their
business; concluding withi a hope, that forgetting all
national distinctiofr, amd narrow prejudices, he
should find, on the next discussion of the subject,
a very general dispusition to diffus¢ principles of
civil Liberty td that part of the united kingdom
which had hitherto partaked id onr glory and in od#
dangers, without sharing the equal blessiiig of civil
liberty, to which England wasso much indebted.
He then moved * That ledve be given to bring
in a bill for correcting the abuses and supplying the
defects in thé internal government of the royal
burghs, and in the manner of accounting for the
VOL. 1I, K
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property, anneal revenues, and expenditure of the
same.” ,

Mr. Andruther acknowledged that it was to him & matter of
indifference whether the motion for admitting the bill the present
Session was, or swas wot agreed to; being convinced, that in thi

ndmitwddndpau:;ndthat?%ug:"dﬁmm

ax opportunily of opposing it, if proposed, He o , that his

honorable ﬁ’iﬂl/(Mr. b%u‘idm) always brought the busines

jorwardatlﬁzcloub;y'ﬂfem when it was impowible to be
£

His honora had stated wo epecific gvi ; he
Aad confined himeelf to":'udgmd satement ; gntmhicl
#e ( Mr. A.ndrutlur) entirely objected, being _Iy convinced that

no such gricvances existed. With shatever ance his
Ronoradie friend brought in the present bill, it soent cffectually to &
change in the election of representatives lo serve in parlioment,
His le friend mot Raving gone in detail to wpport kis bill,
he should not enter into detail in opposition to it ; and the rather,
a3 he did not belicoe his honorable friend really meant to carvy into
effect the bill he had moved for leave to bring in.  With respect to
!Inucmnuqfthmmwdjar,kﬁdlyaﬁdwﬂhth
konorable baronet (Sir James Jolnstone) ite Lo him, that thos
accounts might be now demanded by the Lord Advocate of Scotland,
tcho eould insist wpon the delivery of them, in the same manner as
the Attorney-General in land might demand an account to be
wmade out of the revense of the corporations in Englond, ~

- Mpr. Sheridan answered, that at the close of the
last session, no such motion as the present had
been offered, but only the petitions had been pre-
sented. He had that day stated it to be bis inten-
- tion merely to move for the bill, that it might be
in the possession of members during the recess;
and having so stated his intention, he had conceived
it wholly unnecessary to enter into the particalar
detail of the bill. To his bonorable friend (Mr,
Anstruther) who bad mentioned his doubts of the
existence of -the grievances complained against;
he should consider it suflicient to answer, that u

wards of nine thousand respectable persons bad de-
clared to the house, such evils did exist. He con-
cluded, by quoting the opinion of a judge in support
of the declaration of petitions, which was in
substance, for want of a proper regulation in the
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boroughs, trade was discouraged, religien neglected,
and every thing to which the attention of the magis--
trates ought to be turned, wholly disregarded.

M. Pitt observed, that wishing to know the contents of the bill,
&z was as desirous as any gentieman could be to have the molion
earried. - If it went to-a reform; ¢ would be one reason to induce
bim to be partial toit ; but-to the latter part he objected, conceiving
the house would be guilly of & violent action in charging the bo-

with abuses, and giving a countenance to an infringement of

their charters, before such abuses were made to appear. By what he

&ad stated, ke meant to Ib’FC no obstruction to the bill, but merely
'‘adie

to to the homor. rentleman the propriety of adoptin
mn‘é:atgz mndhcf by committic, or otbcrwiu{rthai mig'it_ bcoporg'c.
consistent with the forms of the fouse.: ‘
. . Mr. Sheridan answered, - that what had fallen
from the right honorable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) was
perfectly fuir and candid. He believed that the
right honorable gentleman’s objection went, only to
.2 few words in the latter part of the motion, in
which he saw no-novelty or deviation from rule
but to gain the right honorable gentleman’s ac-
quiescence, he was willing to alter the motion as
the right bonorable gentleman had recommended.
" Sir James Johnstone objecting to the motion, the house divided,
ayes 54; noes 00; majority 54. o ‘

- - JUNE 26.. .
INTERLUDE REGULATION RILL.

'The Speaker Raving stated to the house thai the lirds had made
sveral amendments in the bill, - - e

. Mr. SHERIDAN trusted that ke should be able,
without trespassing too long upon the patience of
the house, to induce them, in consequence of the -
few remarks which he must beg leave fo make, to
postpone the consideration of the amendments to
the.iill in the other house.. The noble lords who ~
proposed them seemed not to have been aware of®
what they were about when they suggested them,

2 '
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or to have at all considered bow far they could be
connected with the other parts of the bill. It
had ione out of their house, (as the Bpeaker
well knew) a bill of general regnlation; and it
came back in such a state as, he ielieved, no bilk
bad ever before been returned into that house. The
noble personage, whoever he was, that had made
the amendments, appeared fo be possessed of some-
thing like a dramatic mind, and to bave converted
the bill into a perfect harlequinade, full of theatrical
shifts and changes. The preamble of it stated,
that * notwithstanding the wholesomé regulations,
provided by the acts in being, divers persons had
exhibited, in certain. houses and places licensed,
operas, burlettas, pantomimes, musical dramas, and
other theatrical and dramatic performances and en~
tertainments, contrary to the true intent and mean-
ing of the said acts, &c. &c¢.” This preamble the
noble amender of the bill had preserved, without
the alteration of a syllable, although he had inserted
in the subsequent pages of the bill, clauses to an-
thorise still more houses to perform pantomimes,
musical dramas, and other theatrical or dramatic
entertainments. In short, in consequence of the
amendments, the whole bill was not only rendered
incongruous, inconsistent, and absord ; but as it
stood, it went to affect private property to a very
considerable amount, and to destroy security that
bad been established for more than a centary, on
the sanction of parliamentary faith, in 2 manner
that he was persnaded that house would never con-
sent to; becanse that house would never do’ so
violent an act of injustice to individuals, as to injure
their most essential mterests, without affording
them an opportunity of being heard by themselves
or their counsel in their defence. Just as well
might the house consent to a bill being brought in
1o abrogate and "annul any other grant of “the,
erown ;—for instance, if from motives of private
pique and personal resentment, a bill should be
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introduced to take'away a' certain grant -of one
shilling dutir upon each chaldron bf:éoals brought
into the port of London, which, was appropriated b
the use of a noble individual, every man:,of libe-
rality would spurn at the uncandid suggestion; and
‘refuse to do an’ act of such glaring’ injustice.~ He
‘therefore had not a doubt but that”the house would
concor in his motjon, “ That the consideration of
these amendments be postponed %o this day three
‘months.” - BT SN
The Speaker put the question, which was-agreed to unanimously),
T AV

DeCEMBEE 2y -
KING'S ILLNESS— REGENCY, .

- Towards the latter end of October the report of ths impared sole
of the King's health became a subject of the decpest. interest to the
nation. On the 24th of that month, His Majesty had a levee at
St. James's for the purpose of quisting the alarm which the report of
his indisposition Rad spread amongst his people ; but upon his refurn
to Windsor his disorder took anew and unfortunate turn ; and before
the end of the first week in November, it wms generally known that
it had acttled into a constant delirium. The Prince of Wales-re-
paired immediately to Windsor, where he was met by the Lord Chan-
cellor; and they, in concert with the Queen, took such messuves
relative to the domestic affairs of the King, as the mecessity of the
case required.  In the mean time, all those who by their rank and
sitnation :in the state were rﬂred to take a a::d n s rew and
unexpected an exigence, assembled in the capital; an express was
dispatched to Mgm Fox, at this time in Ituly, to hasten his return.
The partiament had beem prorogued to the 20th of November: and
a8 the intended commission for a further prorogation had not been
issued by the King, ils mecting took plg; upon that day, es a
matter of course. The peers and the commons remained in their se-
¢ chambers; and the Chancellor in the upper; ond Mr: Pitt
in the lower house, having wotified. the cause of their assembling
without the usual notice and summens, and stated the impmopricty of
their proceeding under such circumstances to the discussion of any
public business whatsoever, both housesresolved unanimously tv adjourn
Jor fifteen days. At the same time Mr. Pitttook otcasion to observe, that
as it wonld be indispensably necessary in case His Majesty's iliness_
should unbappily continue longer than the period of their adjourn-
ment, that the howse should take into immediate consideration the
means of seomhsine. a0 for az they were comewient . the wnant of the
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royal presence; it was incumbent vpon them to insure a full attend.

ance, in order to give every pomblc weight and solemnity to their

proceedings.  For this purpose it was ordered, that the house be

called over on Thursday, the 4th of December next ; und that the
eaker do send letters regquiring the attmdmc:qf every member.
ers to the same gﬂ'ﬂ:t were nmde by the lords.

- For the of laying .mngrmd _for the proceedings of the
Awo houses of Parlioment, a council was held at Whitchall, on the
day preceding their meeting, to w!uch all the Privy Counsellors
were summoned. ' Of fifty-four who alfended, twenty four twere of
the party of opposition. | The physicians who had ettended His Ma-
Jesty during his iliness were calkd before them ond moorn ; after
tohich three g questions, which had been previowly debated and carried
in the council, were put to them severally. The first was, “ Whe-
ther His Mgjesty's mdwpautwn rendered him tapabk medmg his
perliament, attending to any sort of public To
thiz they answered, * That certainly he was incapable.” ’Hn ‘second
was, ** What is our opinion of the duration of His Majesty's
ualady, end of the probabddy of acure?” To this they answered,

That there was o great probability of his recovery ; but that it
was impossible to limit the time.” The third question was, * Do you
give that opimion from the particular symptoms of His Majesty’s dis-
order, or from your experience in s of & similar nature V"
To this their general mﬂmcm;f’hat it was from experience ;
and having ogerudthat the majority of those swho soere affficted
with the same discase had recovered.”

- On the Ath, the two honses being amembled, the President of the
Council informed the peers, that the King, by the continnance of his

ition, was rendered incapable of meeting his porlioment, and
that all the other Junctions of government were thereby suspended.
He then declared i to behn opinion, thot in this dismembered state

of the legislature, the vi d:wbdnthctmimdcrhm
{8 make sxch provision the decfect as should be adegquate

totbeucmf ﬂum il was m , Defore any
step Mhtzk‘cyumnlchuuabm that l‘mw
tkePruyConnldalldkrud lrh:l&mgdou the following
Monday swes for taking it into considrration. A molicn
2o the seme cffect being made by Mr. Fitt in the howse of eommons,
Mr. Finer expresmd his doubt, whether in a matier of mch moment,
and whick would be attemded with smch importent consrquences, Lie
Aonse could proceed upen & yeport from the Privy Council without &

her cxemination of the physicians, cither ot ther bar, or by &
commitice of their own. Mr. Pitl wrged, in reply, mddaucyd'
the suhject to be discussed ; ndrmrfdﬁrtla- that the exoming-
tion bejore the council was takrn upon oath, awhich the howse hod it
::buﬂw;_mbmmda M;Fum&:':udﬂ on

r. Viner ; ke fe propricly of scting wil povsible

btaryhly'ddmldlhvdz‘l' dulf to clask, the
Ma-gﬂmlbkmymdbtkjm. Admumab
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stated by the Speaker, whether, in the present defective state of pars
lmmm:"ze was compelent to issue zm'ts%'r new elections.  This was,
determined in the affirmative, and the house immediately vose. On '
Monday the 8th, My. Pitt, rither convinced upon further considera-*
tion of the propricty of Mr. Viner's suggestion, or expecting that the;
probability of His Majesty's recovery world become more apparent
upon a fuller inguiry into the case, came forward to ose, thal &
commitlee of twenty-one members should be appointed to” examine all,
the physicians who had attended the King during his illness. A,
like committes was appointed the same day in the howse of lords; and.
the members in both were chosen nearly in equal numbers from eack
side of the house. The report of the committee being brought up on
the 10th, and ordered to"& inted, Mr. Pitt moved, * that a com- -
mittee be appointed to examine the jowrnals of the Rouse, and "3?0"‘{
precedents of wuch procesdings as may have been had in cases of the
exercise. of the royal authority being prevented or inler-
rupted by infancy, sickness, infirmity, or otherwise, with a view o
ide for the same.” This motion was carried aftera short debate,
and a commitiee of twenty-one, of whom nine were members of oppo-
sition, appointed to sit with the usual powers. On the 12th Mr.
Vilbore Ellis appeared at the bar with this veport.  Mr. Pitt
moved, * that it do lie upon the table;” which fm:is:F been agreed
2o, it was next moved, “ that the report be printed.”  Mr, Pitt
afterwards moved, “ that the house will on Tuesday neat resolve it~
self inlo a commiltee, to takeinto consideration the slate of the nations
The question having been put from the chair, . _ C
Mr. SHERIDAN observed, that he rose merely to
Ferevent any false conclusion being drawn from his si-
ncethat he concurred in the propriety orexpediency
of putting the abstract proposition in the right of the
Prince of Wales. He for one, felt it his duty to
contend against the discussion of any such proposi-
tion, declaring that it was neither likely to maintain
and secure the promotion of the good or of the peace
of the public. It could not conciliate, but on the
contrary, it might create dissentions and animosities}
and therefore he- insisted that it would be ex-
tremely unwise, as it was obviously unnecessary, to
agitate it or press the house to come to any vote.
upon it. He begged leave to remind the right hos
norable gentleman of the danger of provoking that
claim to be asseried (a loud ery of Heur! Hcar(!f
which he observed had not yet been preferre
fAnother cry of Hear! Hear!) He repeated his
words, and asked, would the right bonorable gentle-
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mdn chuse to have his own proposition put upen the
Journals, to have it recorcﬂd as his opinion, that
the Prince of Wales had no more right to exercise
the royal authority during the incapacit; of the

King, thaa aay other in(ﬁvidual subject? If he
would net, why would he press an abstract proposi-
tion that must throw the nation into anarchy and
eonfusion ? Br. Sheridan observed that he felt such
absolute eonvictien, that he was sure no man, who
was not actuated by a spirit of dissention, would
propose it.

Mr. Pitt kaving, inreply, stated * that ke trasted the house would
do their duty in spite of any threat, however Aigh the authority from
whkick it might A .

- Mr. Sheridan denied that he had used any
threat as impated to him by Mr. Pitt; and re-
marked, that he bad only spoken of the danger that
might arise, if the Prince shonld be provoked to
prefer a claim, which he certainly bad not yet pre-
ferred, and the discussion of which he must continue
to think as mischievous in its tendency, as it was
undoubtedly unnecessary.

" The question seas then put and agreed to.

e ——————mttl

DacEMBER 22.

REGENCY.

As it swos evident, from the complexion of both houss of parlis-
ment, that (he majority wes adverse to the claim of the Frince of
Waies, ss of right o the segency, it sous thowght most adviseble by
those who held the affirmative, to ewsid, yw&,mwgw
to & formal decision; but motwithastanding entreaties were fo
this cffect by the Dukes of York and Gloucester, ministers persevered
in their inlention, end sccordingly en the 16th of December Myr.
Pitt moved the three following reslutions -~ '

L« it is the opinion of this commitles, that His Mejesty is

prevent, kiz present indisposition, frem ing to kis parlis-
w,jdzud@dhgbpb&ilémmw&d
evercise of the royal ity ts thereby, for the present, interrupted.
- 2. “/That it is the opiniom of this comemiticr, that i is the right
and dxty of the lords spiritual and temporal gnd sommony of Great
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Britain, now assembled, und lawfully, fully, and freely vepresenting
all the estates of the people of this realm, to providg the means of sup-
lying the defect of the personal exercise of the roygl authority, ariv-
g from-His Majesty’s said indisposition, in such manner as the exil
geacy of the cawe may appear tovequire,” .. - Lo
Resolved, * That for this purpos, and for maintaining entire the
constitutional quthority of the King, it 18 necessary that the said
lords spiritual and temporal and commons of Great Britain should
determine on the means ewhereby the royal asent may be given in -
garlioment to euch bill as may be passed by the 1wo houses of parlie-
ment, respecting the cxercise of the powers and gquthorities of the
crown, in the name and on the behalf of the King, quring the gon:
tinuance of His Majesty's indisposition.” T ‘

%ﬁa‘ a long debate these vesolufions weve put and earvied. On tig
181h the house edjpurned, on_account of the. siiness of Mr. Fox, tq
the day following ; when Mr. Pitt being called ypon to inform the
house more distinctly of the mode of procecding he intended to adopt,
stated, that as, in contempiation of low, His Majesty's political ca-
pacity. was entirs, he propase that their pmutd’i::i: should be
wynder the royal euthority, delegated by a pemmission under the great
seal. That commissioners go appointed shouid opew the parliar
ment in the name of His Majesty, in the usual form, and afterwards

ive the voyal assent do such bill as might be possed by the twae
uses for appointing o regent toesercise so much of the royal autho-
rity as was pecessary Lo be exercised during His Majesty's indisposis
tion.  This ke conceived fo be the only moge o ing that could
be adopted consistently with the principles of the constitution. " The
question was put, * that the report of the committee on ‘the state of
the nation be brought up,” and after a debote carwied. The first ree
solution was read and agreed to.  Mr. Dempster moved an anvend,
ment to the second, whig:waa to leave out the word “ right,” qund
also thewords ** in such manner as the exigency of the cgse ap-
pear Lorequire,” and insert ** by presenting an address to the Prince
of Wales, ";lzpw » and of full age, Aumbly beseeching him to
take upon himeelf the administration of the civil and military governe
-ment of the country during the incapacity fif His Mgjesty, and ne
longer.”—The question was ?mtand carried, “‘that the word * right®
stand part of theresolution.”" The question wasnext put,* that the
spards ¢ in such manner s the exigency of the cust miay appear to
require” stand part of the resolution.” * This occasioned a debate,.
and Mr; Denpster, withdrew his amendment from the second resolu.
tion, which was carried as if stood originally. He then moved to
leave out all the thivd resolution, from the word * determine,” and
éruert Ais amendment.  After some conversation the debate wasad.
Journed to Monday the 22d, Upow the latter day, - .

‘Mr, SEERIDAN' declared, that he theught he
ynderstood, apd could remove the doubts that had
been stated by some gentlemen respecting the ef-
foct of the address proposed by the amendment. It
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was conceived by some, that by voting for the
amendment, they decided on the question of a Ji-
mited or unlimited Regency ; but the case was not
so, for if they voted in favor of the original resolu-
tion, they virtually admitted, that limitations were
necessary. Whichever way they proceeded, however,
theopporiunity and the security of making limitations
were precisely the same. .Mpr. Pitt had said, that
the long disuse of the royal negative was no security
that it would not be revived. The right honorable
gentleman knew, from his own experience, that the
wers of the prerogative might be abused, and
therefore it became him to be on bis guard. If you
doubt the fact, he might say, look at my conduect.
Recollect under what circumstances 1 dissolved a
parliament ;—how lavish I have been of the honors of
the peerage, and say, that the powers of the prero-
gative may not be abused if you can. The right
honorable gentleman observes, that the Prince may
dissolve the parliament without consenting to limita-
tions. 'The first act of his Regency ought to be, to
consent fo limitations ; and was there 2 man who be-~
lieved he would not? But in imposing restrictions,
some delicacy was requisite, for every restriction
that was not n , was not a limitation, but an
insult. Was the right honorable gentleman in such
haste to impose restrictions, because he feared that
he could not carry the limitations which he meant to
propose, unless he were a minister? Or was he
apprehensive that parliament or the Prince would
forget to do their duty? From some such fear, or
unworthy suspicion, his haste must proceed. What
rovision was made if the Prince should refuse to
Regent, on the right honorable gentleman’sterms ?
Supposing him not to refuse, wonld he withhold his
consent from restrictions when Regent, under which
be would consent to accept the trust 7 - Wounld any

one advise him to say, I accept the ency ander
the limitations you propose, which I tl ink are im-
proper, and which IP bope parliament will annul ?
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" The question being called for, the Rouse divided, when there Fv
peared—for the amendment 178 ; againat it 251; majority 3. The
originadf resolution was then put and agreed to, and the howse ad-
Journe ' o |

3

JANUARY 6,1789.

REGENCY RESTRICTIONS. =

" M. Pitt Raving given notice, that he should this day pmlme o
the house the restrictions, within which (he exercise of the regal power
should be granted to the Regent, Mr. Loveden rose as soon as the
order of tﬁr day was moved, and observed, that before the house pro-
ceeded Lo scttie the terms of the regency, he conceived that-they ought

40 know exactly where they were, and what the exigency of the case
really was, the providing for which had been the object of their deli-
berations, No limitations of any kind could be suitably adopted,
without kaving o reference to the cause whick created the necessity
Jor their introduction: and therefore, before they went a step fure
ther, in his humble judgment they ought to know preciscly what war
the present state of His Majesty's health, what the degree of aliera,
tion it had undergone since His Majesty's physicians were lust exa-

‘mined, and whether the probabilily of his recovery was increased, or
less than it had been, at that period.” This was the more ‘
as reports had gone abroad of a very contradictory kind, and the
authority of the different physicians who attended His Majesty had
been made wse of to give sanction to those ts. He therefore moved,
“ That the physicianswho Rave attended His Majesty should be again
examined, to inform the house whother any alteration or amendment

. Bad taken place in the state of the King's health ; mdlfthﬂeguau
symptoss were such as o give reason to hope for His Mjesty's
speedy recovery.” ‘This motion gave rise to a warm debate, whick'

was managed not with the most perfect temper and moderation on

either side of the house. An enlirve chonge w the ministerial offices
of govermment was considered as one of the immediate of
the appointment of the Prinoe of Wales to the regency. -jﬂdﬂ the
restrictions which Mr. Pitt had declared his intention dgf movi

cvuld not fail to weaken and embarrass, in a considerable degree, tg
new administration, and as the propriety of these restrictions was
contended for upon a presumption of the speedy vrecavery of the

King, the contending parties caught with great eagerness at some

little diffcrence of opiniom relative to that Jpamt. which prevailed

amongst the medical gentlemen who attended him. In the course of
the debate on Mr. Loveden's motion, Mr: Piit treated the opinion of

Dr.Warren, who was less sanguine in hi ;I;cmimofm smma

diate recovery than others, as if it had been dictated by a ialit

to the rising administration ; and he insinuated, that from the warmt
with which that opinion was taken up and defended on the other side,

il looked as if those gentlemen epoke from their wishes. These insi-
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suations were repelled, as being both scondalowsly wnjust and bascly
slliberal ; and, in return, Dr, Willis, who was extremely confident
in his expectations, and consequently the favorite on the other side,
was represented as a tool employed to serve the designs of Mr. Pitl's
Jaction. _After much altercation on this subject, it was agreed that
& new committee should be appointed, and That the physicians should
be re-examined. In the course of the preceding debate, Mr, Pulte-
ney mentioned his delermination to divide the house, declaring that
it was not likely that all His Mgjesty’'s physicians should decide
alike ; and therefore, as he considered the proposed inguiry to be no-
thing -more than a dexign to delay, he would take the sense of the
house on the question of the order of the day.

Mr. SHERIDAN begged leave to call to the recol-
lection of the right honorable gentleman, that he
was bound by his own words to submit to the pro-
posed: enquiry, since he had declared, that if a
member asserted that there was a greater probabi-
lity of the recovery of His Majesty sooner than there
had been when the physicians were last examined,
the house ought to proceed to another examination.
Now, the right honorable gentleman stood exactly
in that situation himself, baving declared, that he
bad, from what he knew, reason fo believe that His
Majesty’s speedy recovery was more probable than
it had been ; and he had also declared that his opinion
had been extorted from him. Mr. Sheridan con-
- tended, that it was material that the physicians’
characters shonld be deemed sacred; employed as
they were about His Majesty, and not in any ordi-
nary case ; and therefore, the public bad an interest

in their characters.

January 16 )
REGENCY RESTRICTIONS.

The cowmmitiee sat Lill the 13th, sohken the report wes brought xp,
and a motion made by Mr. Burke, and scconded by Mr. Wendham,
B A e e
mined into ; -

p ins the ili the King’s recovery. Thismotion
:2' ¢ m.div&z: thn;wlnuardﬂdbk
’riuz.:udbu taken into compideration ip & commitice of the
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whole house, on the state of the nution, upos the 16th. On that day
Myr. Pitt moved the five following resolutions :— o
" & Resolved, Thatfor the purpose of previding for the exercise of
the royal authority, during the continuance of His Mujesty's iliness,.
#n such manner and lo such extent as the present circumstances and:
the urgent concerns of the nation appear (o require, it is ewpedient:
that His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, being resident within
the realm, shall be empowered to exercise and administer the royal
authority, according to the lnws and constitution of Great Britain,
in the name and on the behalf of His Majesty, and under the stils
and title of Regent of the kingdom ; and to use, execute and perform,
in the name, and on the behalf of His Majesty, all authcritics, pre<.
roratives, actlng government, and administration of the same, whick
bjong' to the King of this realm to use, evecute, and perform, ac-
cording to the lnos theregf, subject to such limitations and exceptions
as shall be provided. _ ‘ -
© © Resolved, That the power so to be given to his Royal Highne
the Prince of Walet, shall not edtend.to the granting of any renk
or dignily of the peerage of the realm, to any person whalever, exs
eept to His Majesty's royal issue, who shall have atiained the full
age of twenly-one years. :
. % Resolved, That the said powers should not extend to the grant-
ing of tmiz office whatever in reversion, or to the granting of any
gﬂicc, salary, or pension, for any other term than during His Ma-
Jesty's pleasure, except such officesas ave by lawrequired to be granted
Jor life, or during good behaviour. . . L
* Resolved, that the said powers should not extend to the granting,
of any part of Fis Majesty's real or personal estate, except so far as,
relates to the renewal of leases. ’ ' o o
* Resolved, That the care of His MajestyS's royal peyson, n‘tmrﬂ
the continuance of His Majesty's iliness, should be committed to ¢
Queen's Most Excelient Majesty ; and that Her Mejesty should have,
power to remove from, and to nominate and appoint such persons, az
she shall think proper, to the several offices \n His Majesty's house
hold, and to dispose, order, and manage all other matters and
things relating to the care of His Majesty’s royal 4 during the;
time gforesaid ; and that for the better enabling Ija- Megesty to dis-
charge this important trust, it is also expedient that a council should,
be appointed to advise and assist Her Majesty in the several matters
daforesaid, and with power from time to time, as they may see Lonse,
Lo examine upon oath the phyricians and others atiending His Ma?
Jesty's person, touehing ‘tﬁ slate of His Majesty’s health, and all,
matlers relative thereto” o ) ' T
~ These resolutions were strongly opposed both in the commitiee and
on the report.  The first having been read, Mr. Powys moved, ax and
amnendment, to leave out from tic word * illness,” in order toinsert—
“ dAnd preserving the constitution of Great Britainundisturbed, and,
the dignity and hustre of the crown unimpaired, his Royal Highness
the Prince of Wales be appointed, during the present indispositioW
of His Majesty, and no longer, in the name of the King, aud in him
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atead, to exercise ond administer, according to the laws end consti-
tution of Great Britain, the regal power and government, under the
style and title of regent of the kingdom ; and to use, execute, and
poform all prerogatives, authoritics, and acls of government, which
might Rave been lowfully weed, executed, and performed, by the
regent ond council of regency, conslituted and appointed by an act

the 5th of His present Majesty, cap. 27.”

Lord Belgrave observed, that when the just and lowful preroza.
tives of the croum were in danger, his right honorable friend ( My.
Litt) Aad manfully dood forth to defend them ; and on the recent
occasion of the persomal exercise of the royal authority being sus.
pended, when the liberties of the people were threatened by a decla-
ration of aright in the heir apparent to asswme the exercise of the
voyal authority (& right which they had resolved could exist consti-
tulionally enly in the person to whom that, and the sther house of
parlioment should delegate if), his right honorable friend had with
equal spirit denicd the existence of the right asserted to exist in the
Reir apparent ; audafta'pm&li:’ah: assertion and denial at dseue,
had oblained a parliamentary ation 8 favour of the peoples
After & ion from the orations of Demosthenes, Lovd Belgrave
declared that he should vote for the resolutions,

Mr. SaErIDAN remarked, that not designing to
eopy the example of the noble lord (Belgrave),
he shounld neither congratulate the majority, nor
condole with the minonity, on any former vote of
that house, which the noble lord had extolled as an
act of spirit. If the assertion was true, and the
fact was, that the vote to which the house had last
come had been an act of spirit, he hoped that they
would now proceed to an act of justice. He de-
clared, that he meant pot, like the noble lord, to
treat the house with a quotation, whether taken
from any Greek, Roman, or English writer ; neither
did he design to shew his partiality to his friends,
by any elaborate encomium on their merits. The
noble lord, however, had misapplied the line which
be bad quoted from Demosthenes, who had meant
to reproach the Athenians, for wasting that time,
which they should have spent in effectually opposing
their enemy, in fruitless inquiries and examinations
of physicians, from the wish of learning an unfa-
yourable opinion of his health. He hoped tbat this
was not a very applicable case on the present occa-
sion, that the inquiries had not been carried on
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with' that view. - He would not; he said, go much
at large into the report then upon the table, though
he could not pass by the representations which th
right honourable gentleman had made of the answers,
and opinions of the physicians. - The right honor~
able gentleman had contended, that the physicians
all agreed that His Majesty’s cure was probable ;
that he was better ; and that there were more or less
signs of his recovery. That he positively denied ;
the right honorable gentleman had not quoted the
report, and he would not do it; but he asserted that
the physicians did not all of them state that there
were signs of His Majesty’s recovery. Dr. Willis,
indeed, did state it, and there was something of the
same sort advanced by Sir Lucas Pepys ;. but the
other physicians afirmed the express .contrary to.
be their opinion. Mr. Sheridan took notice of
the manner in which Mr. Pitt had spoken of
Dr. Warren; and charged him with having in«
directly endeavoured to attack Dr. Warren's chas .
racter ;~the. noble lord,” who spoke last, had also,
he said, followed the. right honorable gentleman’s
example, und in a way peculiarly injurious, ven«
tared upon insinuations, to the prejudice. of Dr:.
Warren. On occasions like the present, Mr. Sheri-
dan added, it was ridiculous to stand upon idle ceres-
monies, and trifling etiquettes ; he would speak out,
and say, that if there. was a witness who appeared
to give prevaricating and evasive answers, that wit
ness was Dr. Willis. . kn order to see. whether he.
was right or wrong in this assertion, let gentlemen,
look fairly to the reports, and then decide:. ,The
right honorable gentleman, when talking of the en~
deavours to puzzle and mislead Dr. Wiilis, and
-Eerplex the simplicity and plainness of his naturey
ad looked towards him as if he meant to allude to
his cross examination of that physician, in the com«
mittee above stairs, He knew not that it was
either parliamentary or proper to make, whet passed.
in select committees above stairs. the subiect of als
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Jusion -in that house ;-—but, if the minutes of the
commitiee were before the house, they wonld see
~ that he had cross-examined Dr. Willis, with a view
to put his credibility to the test, in consequence of a
learned . friend of the right honorable gentleman,
then in his place, having cross examined Dr. War-
ren, expressly, as he had himself declared, for the
purpose of impeaching Dr. Warren's eredibility ;
adverting to what he mentioned, as the different
auswers given by Dr. Willis at different times, he
charged them with various contradictions. When
he heard Dr. Willis at one time asserting, that the
accounts sent to St. James’s did not convey a true
state of His Majesty’s health, but were considered
by him as prescriptions for the public to swallow;
and when, at anothier, he heard him admit them to
be staterients of facts; and found, from -the exa-
mination of the other physicians, that no such con-
versation had passed, as Dr. Willis had stated to
have passed, was he not necessarily. staggered, and
inclined to think Dr. Willis a loose and random
speaker? ‘When lie heard Dr. Willis attribute
His Majesty’s illhess to seven-and-twenty years
of extrenie study, abstinence, and lahour, and de-
clare that His Majesty was recovering, assigning
-as o reéason; that the physic which he had that day
given bim, had produced the desired effect ;—what
must he think of Dr. Willis, when he heard him as-
sert; that his physic could in one day overcome the
effects of sevep-and-twenty years hard exercise,
seven-and-twenty years study, and seven-and-twenty’
years abstinence. It was impossible for him to main-
tain - that gravity which the subject demanded;
- such assertions peminded him of those nostrums,
which were to éure this and that malady; and, also,
disgppoivtments in love, and long sea voyages.
He chd 06t (Mr. Sheridan said) impute Dr. Wil-
lis’s afiswers to any intention to deceive ; bat when
he hedrd  him roundly declare what every other
of “His Majesty’d physicians pronounced it impos-
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sible to.speak to, he must -assert, that. Df. - Willis
‘was a very hasty.decider, and a random speaker.
Mr. Sheridan now observed, he.must beg. leave tp
investigate the other parts-ef the righb honorable
gentleman’s speech; . and: declared hei:did' .not won-
der that in speaking of. one person;. whem sthe right
honorable gentleman +had thought fit: to istroduce,
he. chose to, appeal to the feelings, rather than te
the judgment of - the house., - The manner :in- which
the-right honorable:gentlemar:had :mentioned hek
Majesty, appeared to-him #0 be.witha design:-te
challenge .and provoke: g disoussion-df -the;conduck
of the Queen; z}:e trusted,  that. whatevey .bad: been
the right honorable gentleman’s motive,), it swvoyld
prove: ‘totally - unsuccessful. .- Lhe:. dutiful rcondincs,
and .domestic virtnes. of .that,royal person, :never
had :been ¢alled: in.'question;;'and; therefore,: hé
hoped they should avoid the discassion/ as a matter
equally unpecessary and_indecent ; ‘and whem the
right honorable gentleman jtalked (of. delicacy on
the - subject, he wished him.to:reflect)on his own
conduct in the committee. ; Thpse who would give
responsibility to. the Queen—-those: who . would take.
ber. out of that -private dnd...domestic .station, in
which she had .conducted. herself so .amiably and
irreproachably—were. the/ persons. wha .manifested
a want of delicacy, snd .a want of -attention ta.the
character and comfort of the royal personage in quess
tion. . With regard to.the feeble preference to the
Prinice’s claim, which the right honorable gentleman
bad admiited; it .appeared from the right honor-
able gentleman’s conduct,. as. if his- concurrence
in it was extorted from him.:by. the opinion, of the
public. The plain. question .was, what  were the
motives which induced the. right bonorable gentles
man to refuse the full powers of the crown to the:
erson, who was to act as its representative e -
What, but an intention to tie up the handy of
ministers, at a time when they would stand
most in need of unrestrained authority. It would
YOL. 1L, L )
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mot, he believed, be denied, that = government by
a regent must necessarily prove more weak than a
@vemmm:;u carried oadby the ¢:mw11:I it:ielf ; an‘:'
vonsequently it vequired eve ossible de :
additional agd and assistance. u!:, by the IiE:e]:N-
posed, it was signified to all foreign powers, that
they were divided umong: themselves, and there
adid not prevail that harmony of heart, and unani-,
Mmity, so necessary (o exist st that crisis. The right
honorable gentleman had resorted to gvreoedents in
sappart of bis arguments of that day ; but the whole
4ime of precedents which he meant to follow, made
directly against the inference. which it was his de-
sign to.draw from .- By the mode which the
wxight bonorable gentleman had adopted, the balance
the crown was destroyed; and as far as the
balance of the constitution was concerned, that was
- destroyed also, Did the regency bills referred s
by the right honorable gentleman, proceed upon
‘the supposition 'that the minor could never be of
age? - certainly . they did not; nor were
the powers of the prerogative with-holden. They
:were gll given, not into the hands of one
indeed, but into the hands of many. Mr. Sheridan
.stated, at that time (in the reign of George the
wes, by o, regeney bill declaced o be of 0l age
was, b ency bill, dee to be o e
ateiggteen ;‘r:g;'ld King was then alive, and.gm
‘good health, He upon those facts, to shew
-the utmost time the prince could, in that case, have
-been & minor, was five years; and the probability
was, -that he would have remained 30, when be
«oame to the erown, more than two or three years.
Towards the latter end of the right honorable gen-
Aleman’s » the true motive of the right honor-
:able y's :condact had manifested itself;
-ire hnd on & former day adverted to it, but not upon
that day, except in the of his to which
-bhe then alloded; and was his belief, that the
« Regent would ehange the administration, and thatthe
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government -would fall- intd) the , hands..of ‘those,
-whom the right honorable gentleman: had dared to
assertj had been in +confederacy.of a conspiracy to
-overtura the- constitution. ' That:was the real spring
<f all the right honorable gentleman’s sneasures; -re-
apecting the regency. « Had intentions: been  enter-
tained of keeping: the present ministers, the limita-
tionsy he werily believed, ‘would mever have: been
heard of. :The whole of the right henorable gem-
.tleman’s conduct,"was cenfessedly govemed by
jparty considerations, and by the impulse of ins own
+personal ambition. - The right-honorable gentleman
-talked of theevil advisers whom the Regent might
‘possibly have about him :-—but, was there, in fact,
any real: canse to.dread such a- circumstance?. If
-that was the case, might he not ask, with the honor»
able gentleman: near him; (Mr.. Powys) was there
. mot::vigor enough -left in.that. house 0 -crush any
attempts sof abuse of authority, to!eall bad minis-
.ters: to-a-severe account, and to address the Regent
‘to remove them from his councils?» The right ho-
porable, gentleman had more than once;:'wantonly
mttacked that side of the-house; as containing a
political party. . As for himself, (Mr. iSheridan
added) he made no scruple: te declare; he thought
it the glory and bonor -of his life to belong to. that
~ + + He who knew:the character.of that party,
new it was an honor which any man might covet.
-Was it a :disgraceto have.been formed under the
Marguis of Rockingham § and under his banners to
Jave combated on behalf of the: people with suc-
cess ?-Was it & disgrace to be connected with the
Duke of Portland, a nobleman who, swayed by no
mean motives. of. intérest, mor influenced. by any
ambitious designs - te: grasp at power, nov .with &
. wiew to any-other thau the welfare of the
country, dedicateJ his: morninge anremittingly to
the promotion of the public good ? - Mr. Sheriden
remarked, he eould not advertto his right bonor-
~able friend (Mr. Fox)..without. declaring it was
) L2
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the characteristic.distinction of his heart to compel
the most submissive devotion of mind and affection
from all those who came under the observation of
it; and force them by the most powerful and amia-
ble of all influence, to become the inseparable asso-
ciates of his fortune. With respect to his talenis,
he would not speak of them; they would derive
o support.from any man’s attestation, nor- the
most - flattering panegyric of the inost enlightened of
his friends. - Thus:much he -would only observe,
with regard to the abilities of his honorable friend,
that it was the utmost effort of any other man’s ta-
lents, and the best proof of their existence, that he
‘was .able:to. understand - the extent, and compre-
Hend thesuperiority, of them. It was the pride and
glory of ‘his life, to enjoy the happiness and honor
of his: friendship;:-and. he -desired to be told,
whether the: Duke of Portland and Mr. Fox, were
less worthy. of ‘the confidence of their country,
vy more unfit to become ministers, because an arro-
gant individual ‘chose presumptuously to load them
with  calmnny. . Were he an independept man,
standing aloof from party, and whelly unconnected
with i1, he could not, with patience, {lear the right
honorable gentleman’s insulting language; bot as
a party man, boasting himself 160 be one, how did
the right honorable gentleman imagine he should
receive his reflections, but with that scorn and
disdain which became a man consciouns of the worth
and value of those with whom he was connected?
He must beg leave to remind the right honorable
gentleman, . that:after this confederacy, which he
had so: grossly -calumniated, had, among other of
their - imiquiteus;: proceedings, - passed their India
bill,.. and after they had formed their coalition,
that right: honorable gentleman was ready enough
to have joined their confederacy; and a treaty, as
the ‘house ‘well knew; had been then set on foot,

" but.the: negociation 'was. not then concluded. FHe

declanedy: he-did: not. believe .that the right honor-
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able gentleman was in earnest; he would not injure.
him so much. .as to believe him to be; in earnest,
when he talked of the damages to be dreaded from -
the evil advisers of the Regent, as to the abuse of the.
exercise of the powers of -creating peers. Mr..
Sheridan commented on Mr, Piit's. argument,
on ‘the subject of creatipg: peers, and  declared.
that be had never before heard that the commerce
of -the, ‘country had swelled to such a pitch, that,
therefore it'became neeessary to add to the number.
of the peerage; and that another reason was the.
prevention of a faction in the house of lords, against.
the erown. The right -honorable: gentleman had.
made no less than forty-eight peets, during the five:
years of his administration ; and yet he had never,
heard ‘of any faction having been likely to take
place in that' branch of the legislature.. Mr. Sheri»
dan next remarked, that he could not listen jn silence
to'the expressed desire of the right honorable gen-
tleman 'to have considered ds 2 test of his future
conduct, and not as:a profession, his declaration
that. he would not oppose the measures of his suc-
cedsots 1n ‘officet - Upon this occasion, he. trosted
that the house would :not. lose sight. of the manner
in ‘which that test bad been worded, namely, that
the right honorable gentleman would not oppose an

just-or good teasures-of the new ministry, whic

measures were hereafter to be discussed. 'The de-
claration - called: to-his;mind. a similar. one of the
right honorable gentleman on 2 :former occasion, . to
which thé right ‘honorable gentleman had not ad-
liered. He declared, that he believed the right
bonotable gentleman was sincere. in his intention,
though he had vot,  what Dr. Willis had affirmed
heipossessed, the gift: of seeing the hearts by, look-
_ ing dt . men’s:icouritenances. -V%Ie:remembergd that
thee .dokctor. at- first told. the committee, ¢ that he
coulth thus -see’ the hedlt. of any man, whether; he
was 'sick. br not ;”—a, declaration which bad ap.
péared iparticularly tohave alarmed the right honors
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able gentleman ; yet, putting all this out of the ques-
tion, it was' not parliamentary, to trast to sny gens:
tleman’s professions, especially, where the grounds
of faithfully adhering to those professions, were!
expressly left hereafter to be disputed. He repro-
bated the idea of reserving the patronage of the
royal honsehold, and adverted to the ri orable:
E::tleman’s “‘having 'charged his right - honorsble’
iend {when on & former occasion he quitted office)
with baving left a fortress bebind him.: - The charge’
was troe; he admitted  that his right honorable
friend had done so; but then like a coarse, clumsy
workman, be had bailt his'plan in open day, and re-
tired with hisfriends, who served without pay, though
their services had been long continved. Nyot lo!:ﬁa
right honorable gentleman over the way; like o
more ‘crafty mason, be had cellected his materials
with greater cantion, and worked them up with
abundantly more art. Perbaps, he had taken the
advice of the noble duke, famous for fortification,
and with the aid of that able engineer, had provided
a éorps of royal military ‘artificers, and thrown
fmpregnable ramparts te secure himeclf and his
rrison. Upon this occasion, the King’s arms,
oubtless might be seen flying as a banner om the
top of his fortress, and powerful, indeed, wust prove
the effect of theé right honorable gentleman’s thow
dering eloquence from withoot,” and the ‘support of
the royal artificers from withm, against his political
adversaries. ‘Mr. Sheridan veprobated the person,
whoever it might be, that advised Her Majestzl to
lend her name to such s proposition as that which
“was then made to the commitiee ; and declared that
were the one ground of suspicion of the bad advis
'sers of the Regent to be taken -away,’ the right be+
norable gentleman could not be said tohave
a single argument in suppertof hissystem: He de»
“seribed the power that the Ex-minister would de.
rive from retaining the patronage of the King’s
. househdld; and contended, that the pretext, thas Hi
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Majesty’s feelings' would be shocked, when he. re<
covered and found his housebold changed, was ridi-,
culoys.  The bad advisers of the Regent, were to be.,
allowed the power of making war, peace, treaties,;
and the exercise of various other important, authori-;
ties, -To talk, therefore, of His Majesty's feelings,.-
when. he should recover and find his housebold
changed, was to suppose that he would be lesy
shocked to learn, that the constitution of his country,
was changed, sart of his dominions ceded to foreigm;
potentates, and other essential and important calami-,
ties and disgraces entailed.-on his gountry,: whicly
was like & man, who having. been .entrusted with
the mansion beuse of a person, during hisincapan
¢ity, to take care of it,, should suffer it to go to ruin,
end the winds of heaven to blow through almosg
every part of it, the enclosares to Be,broﬁgn downg
the flocks of sheep to be shorn, and exposed to the
storms, and all left to ruia and decay, except a few
leoking-glasses; and old worthless: gilt lumli)er. that
were lacked up in..an old fashioned drawing room,
Myr. Sheridan represented ,the Ex-minister coming
down to the house in state, with the cap of liberty
" on the end of & white staff, a retinue of black and
white sticky attending him, sand en army of beef-
eaters {(whom: the Master of the Horse, the. Lord
Bteward, and Lord Chamberlain, were to be ems
ed in marshalling) te clear his way threugh the
y. He said, that lie lately heard much of the .
political capacity of a King, but had never heard that
the political capacity of & Leord of the Bedchamber
was 80 inseparably connected with his body natural,
‘that if the former were extinct, the latter could not
without difficulty be found, when His Majesty should
‘recover, and call back his household officers. He
.observed, that ministers, were desirous of making it
a condition with the Regent, that they were to have
no claim upon him, provided the red book remained
.85 it stood at present ; lat the Court Kalendar con-
.Hinue mnaltered, and the Prince of Wales might be
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Rebent.s Mr. Sheridan again adverted to what he
stiled the' minister’s pretenged_ regard for His Ma-~
jesty's feelings, and asked the right honorable gen-
tleman’ whether he thought His Majesty would not
be-hirt, when, upon his retarning reason, he should
know' in what manner his sons, the Heir Apparent
and the Duke of York, as well as the other Royal
Dukes, had been treated by ministers, during his ill-
ness, especially aftet the gracious declarations which
they bad ‘all heard of in another place. He ob«
served, that the right honorable gentieman had ad-’
mitted the restrictions to be evils, and had discussed
them chiefly on the grounds of expediency ; he com~
bated them on that ground, and declared, that he
fully. admitted the doctrine of the lawyers, that the
political capacity of the monarch was whole and en-
tire, but that he must contend they were acting indi-
rect opposition to that principle, and to what had
originally made it a principle in our constitution,
He said that he had no occasion to reason npon the
question, it was enough to state his arguments ; they
were so evident, that they needed only to be heard
to be admitted as if they bad been proved. . After s
t variety of sarcasms, and shrewd observations,

r. -Sheridan concluded with declaring, that when

it shoold be known by the public, that the motive for
such restrictions was no.other than because the
Prince was going to take into his service a different
set of men from those now in office, they would de~
gpise and' detest the cumning and the craft from
whence so wretched a proceeding had originated.
* At length the committee divided on Mr. Po%:': amendment
emthe first resolution ; ayes 154 ; nocs 227. original re-
solution mas thon put end carried without & division, A divi.
sios next took place on the second resolution yelative to the orea-
#ion of peers ; ayes 216 ; noes 159. All the other resolutions, ex-
cepting that respecting the King’s household, mere then scvcrally
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JANUARY 19,
REGENCY RESTRICTIONS.

. On this day Mr. Pitt moved his fifth resolution, commilting
the care of His Majesty's person to the Queen ; amf granting to
her the power of removing from, and appointing all the offices of
the howschold, E . o .

- Mr. SHERIDAN observéd, that it 'was not am
agreeable task to enter on the degree of compara’
tive abilities, with whicli thé resolution had been de-
bated ; and the more so, when the person who un-
dertook to comment on the matter, had himself been
principally concerned in the debate. ' The right ho-
norable gentleman’s explanation required an expla-
nation. ‘The right honorable gentleman (Mr. Pitt)
had given his right honorable friend (Mr. Fox) nd
answer whatever as to the time when the restrictions
would be taken off the regency, in case his expecta-
tions of His Majesty’s recovery should prove to have
been unwarranted, as he verily believed they would
turn out., And there was another matter of no smalf
importance, respecting which the right honorable
gentleman had not said one word, and ‘that’ was the
council to be provided for the Queen, as guardian
and, trustee of His Majesty’s royal person.” The
right houorable gentleman, on his first opening of
his plan, on a former day, had omitted to state even
that there was to be a council, fill the resolution came
to be read; and then the right honorable gentleman!
had started up, and puf in his council, like thé post-
Bcript to a letter, or a matter of trifling consequence,
taking care to tell them no more than it wastobe a
council, of advice, not a countil of controul. ‘But th
natare and constitution 'of the council ought to b
explained ; and the committee ought to' be told oi:
whom it was to consist before they were called upon
to vote it. oo
t* During the course of the debate Mr. Bouverie had remarked,
that, the sesolution consisted of thres distint propotitions :—the

. i
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care of His Mgjerty's person ; the power to remove or continue
the household officers ; ond tha appoiniment of a council, It was
therefore proposed that they should be put separately ; dbut Mr.,
Pitt not consenting to this, Mr. Bowverie moved, that the second
clause of the resolution should be left out. * The eommittee di.
vided on this motion, when there appeared, ayes 165 3 noeos 129,
Lord Nerth them moved, that the words ** for o limited time” be
added ; upon whick the commitice again divided; ayes 184 ;
woes 220. The house was then resumed ; the several resolu.
tions reported and agreed to ; and ordered to be delivered at o
conference to the lords. o T ‘

JANUARY 28,

REGENCY RESTRICTIONS.

Illr.}::t";fwwdﬂcm,thdﬁtmf whick ke should
propose, be to loy the resoludions, voted the two houses,
bcfore he Prince of Waios, in order to know whetier s ool
aﬁhummlhngtoaeqept!ﬁeﬂml thoee cenditions ;
thamh gove notice thet he should make @ motion for an
laombic  for that purpose o the morrow, .
Mr. SHERIDAN remarked, that what the right
honorable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) bad advanced ia
general terms of the intended motion for an address
to the Prince. of Wales, might do for those who
would wish to give implicit confidence to every
thing that fell from the right honorable gevtlemran;
but there were other descriptions of men who might
reasonably expect a more satisfactory answer. As
the restrictions stood, the right honorable gentles
man would be pleased to recollect, there was no-
thing in them which intimated that they were cal-
culated to continue for a limited time o:}ly Upon
the face of the resolutions, they appeared designed
to be permanent ; and, therefore, be submitted 1t to
the right honorable gentleman, whether it was not
absolutely necessary, by some means or other, to
sig'nig to bis Royal Highness the Prince of Wales,
that they were meant to continue in force only for
a limited time. Perbaps, the right honorable gen-
tleman designed to do this, in the address; but
certainly it was material, that it shoald be dene one
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way or the other.: He -understood, tha
to be'a commission passed to open the
as soon as the Prince’s answer to 'the add
received ; and it.was said, that his. Royal Hi

was to be one of the eemmissioners. He hoped,.
therefore, that the right honorable gentieman would,
inform the house how the commission was to be
constituted ? Mr. Sheridan pressed the necessity
of signifying that the restrictions were to be only®
for a limited time; since, as the resolutions stood,
they certainly warranted the idea of an intention
to make them permanent. "~ 7' i

Mr. Pitt veplied, ‘that when the vesolution had been corvied to
the Prince qfnﬁ’ala,aud the annwer of his Royal Highness obtained,
it would them be time enough to discuss the propriety of the comm
wission t0 be passed for opewing the parhiament, ;1

Mr. Sheridan desired to know if there was not
some danger in adopting that mode of proceeding,
He described the awkward situation 1 which 1
would place the Prince, by stating, that if the ad-
dress ‘was presented’ with the resolutions, and the
answér should prove,”'that his Royal Highness wag
willing to nceept ‘'the regency .on’ those conditions,
whether, when the commission was issued, and the
Prince might not choose to havé any thing to do
with it, he woald not be precluded from refusing;
and be considered by his answer to have pledged
himself to consent to all the subsequent proceedingy
relative to ﬂl‘? appointment of the regency?. .
. Mer. Pitt veplied, that his ject would be to -
resolutions, ;:5 the other natifr::‘ 3:34 as the nrdm'ua Womon"" -
to be tanwed in the King's name for the opening of the parliament

§ rerde)

) [ ~————— ——]
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‘ il .'BIIIGENCY RESTRICTIONS. C
ddesrg ot ol e T et
.. Mr, Pitt.moved, * TAat a commiites be inted lo commuinicate

his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, the vesolutions which

the howse of ~and commons have agreed to, for providing the
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min e s ot i e
: y .y 1l - ¥ dd
um%cqairz; and that ;hcw!_:m:‘mittée'p;e divected, to i‘;:}f:m-zz
Royal Highness, that the commons exptéss their hopes, that his
Royal Highness 'will avoept the said thavge, as soom as an act of
poriiament cog be for corrying indd cffect the soid purpose”
In the course of the debate an irr conversation.took plase om
e e e
country, L7y H #evera
:{mbmw?gﬂuggn bt 'lg" mm y s C
o T RO Y T IS T RO, S R ITT S o LA ST PR SRE
.Mr,. SHERIDAN, having premised, that be did not:
mean jn the least, to advert.;to that part of the de-
bate which respected the question of order, nor to
go at large into any argument fo, prove that there
was an’ evident want, of system, though upon this
ground, he must agree with bis, honorable friend
pear him ; and likewise .in :his assertion, that the
measure then -proposed would. canse delay. ;He
added, that there were two things which, he owned, -
would incline him to agree to the address; and that
one of these was, that it had bepp .pndgrqtoo‘df.the
idea, so hastily suggested ,on a preceding eyening,
of limiting the duration of the regency was aban.
doned ; and the, reducing.the form,pf. the constitar,
tion to a republic, by making the' election.of a
supreme governor “fnnual,"wou!d 0o Jonger be.jn+
sisted upon. He declared, that when this 1dea w
first started, the right honorable gentieman seemed
to be ready to embrace itj he could not, therefore,
but wonder at the sort of acquiescence apanjfested
by the house to a proposition of ‘so monstrous & na-
tare, pregnant with such extensive mischiefs, and
tending in the first instance t6 change the, form.of
the constitution. Mr: Sheridan reverted 40.what bhe
had mentioned the day before ; and again remarked
that the resolutions, upon the face of them, ap-
peared to be final and permanent; since they con-
tained nothing which pointed out that they were
calculated merely to subsist for a limiled time, and
10 answer an emer of only a temporary pa-
ture; although wpon that single ground,” urged
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again-and again.by the,rightheporable gentleman
-himself;; and.other! gentlemen,{ in,+debate, .had. the
house been called-uponitn yate. the resolutions.. .He
-enfarced, the necessity.of jaqeampanying . the resola-
tions,, when laid before Jisi Royal Highness,  with
some-intimation of this very material circumstance;
aud, before he sakidown, declared, that he would
move an amendment to the motion,;in.onder to-add
-words. to. that effect.: Another,point was, that the
‘schema, of - wetting ups, what. bad nbeen. -properly
enough termed a phantem -and a shadow fo .repre-
sent the third estate; . was to. bey pbulished ;—if. the
fact was: so, .he should. rejeice., exceedingly.; she~
.gause hé.could not hut regard ;,the resarting to such
a mode-of . obtaining. the royal .assent s.a fallagy,
and. 8-vielation of the rights:of.the. thixd estate, by
an assnwoption ;of the ; exercise. of. these rights’ in
-the two houses of parliament, to whom it did not
constitutionally belong.  Theg right honorable gen-
tleman opposite to. him, thought proper to contend
that the house had already determined on that point;
but he.begged leave:to-say; that they had nol' de-
termined it ;—they had, indeed; talked of it;-and
loose hints had been given in- the course of:.debate -
of 'the mature: of the thing'intended to be-put in
practice ;» but all they had decided was, :that it.-was
necessary for the two houses to determine on the .
means by which the royal assent should be. given to
a- bill ; and, most. certainly, there was a.wide dif-
ference between resolving that it was necessary for
the two houses to determine on the means3 and the
means themselves..  Another matter, ;i which still re-
mained onexplained, was the degree -of state-and
attendance, : which: the right bonorable 'gentleman
had observed that he meant to move to be annexed-
to His Ro{]al Highness the Prince of . Wales, in the
room of that power and patronage, which, by the
fifth resolution,: he had proposed to take away from
himi: As the right honoragle gentleman seemed to
mean to retain tgat office, and give up every other,
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‘he wished that at the time when the restrictions
were laid before His Royal Highness,:the right
honorable gentleman would insert something in the
address to apprize His Royal Highness of the in-
‘tention, that he might know what he was to expect
would be contained in the bill, and that it was to
‘contain something else besides the restrictions. Mp,
-Bheridan concluded with moving, by way of amend--
‘ment, to add to the motion, “ That the restrictions
‘were formed on the supposition that His Majesty’s
‘illness was only temporary, and might be of no
long daration.” These words, be said, he had taken
‘out of the right honorable gentleman’s letter to the
.Prince of Wales, which was alrend; -before the
-public; and, - therefore, he did not imagine that
any objection could be made to his amendment
by the right honorsble gentleman, or any other
member. T - >
Sir James Erskine, Mr, Pitt, Mr. Grey, Mr. Burke, and M.

-. Mr. Sheridan then rose again, and observed, that
#n such a case the house would perceive the want
of system. The bonorable gentleman bad, ou a
€ormer night, suggested on a sadden an intention to
propose & limitation of the existence of the regency,
which he had just told the house he meant to persi
in, and sh state more fully bereafter. It wes
upon this occasion, that the right honorable gentle-
man bad professed an acquiescence ; and after baving
stated, that his mode of proceeding was & mode
which was not to be changed ; be bad in & manner
to treceive the bonorable gentleman’s propo-
sition, and to change it hereafter. To what end
then vote the proposed address to the Prince of
Wales? If they adopted any additional regulation,
or made any alterations, they would necesearily have
to do the business which they were now about, over
again; and to send up a second address to the
Prince, to learn, whether in the altered state of the
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restrictions, his Royal Highness: was yet willing to
ncoept the regency.s Mr. Sheridan pressed this ar-
gument, and then said,'that,in order te obviate the
right : henorable ‘gentleman’s’ scruples, be .shoald
Kropose.ran alteration to- his amendment;’ :to: which
e did think that the right honorable gentleman
could object.: If be had understood what the- right
honorable gentleman' had said before npon:the sub-
ject, he bad signified that his -objection: te:the
amendment was, that it proved .what the right ho-
norable -gentleman: hadtermed a:partial selection
from w paragraph in his letter :to ' the: Prince: of
Wales; and that he had left out certain words of
importance. He could not, Mr. Sheridan remarked,
eousider those omitted words in any other light than
23 words of surplusage ;: but, in erder to satisfy the
right honorable geuntleman, and to ‘remove all his
doubts, he had now taken those words of the right
honorable gentleman’s letter, that the right honor-
able gentleman had complained were omitted in
the motion. The matter would then go clearly, and
withoat ' reserve, to' his Royal Highness, and they
‘would see by his Royal Highness's answer, what
steps they ought next to take. The words Mr.
Sheridan meant to add to his motion, were these,
“ but, if unfortunately His Majesty’s recovery should
be protracted to a more distant period than there-is
at present reason to imagine, it will be open here-
after to the wisdom of parliament to reconsider
these provisions,” Mr. Sheridan said, that he must
beg leave to read that part of the motion, on which
the right honorable gentleman had relied, as mark-
ing in the right honorable gentleman’s miod that
the restrictions were calculated merely for the pre--
‘sent exigency, and were consequently only of a
temporary nature. lHe asked, if those words con-
veyed so elearly, distinctly, and intelligibly, that
the restrictions were permanent, and not temporary,
as the words of his amendment warranted such a
eouclusion. 'Why then, would the right honorable
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gentleman use dubious words, when he might speak
plainly and directly? .The right honorable gentle-
man. had before declared bis letter - was partially
quoted. He bad now taken the part which-was =
omitted, and added it to the other; and, therefore,
if the right honorable gentleman meant to do jus-
tice to the public, and to the Prioce, he could not,
with the least consistency, persevere in. bis ob-
jections, ; b

Upon the question being put, that the Rouse do give leave that the
ﬁm% nighsz:‘drmu, in order to S?“M.Shridaa
an opportunily fo join the first and second, move both as one
omendment; leave was given, and the question was then put on (he
wholz of the conjoint amendment, which 1was negatived without a divi-
sion, and tAe main guestion carried. Myr. Pitt next moved, * That the
resolution, which relates to the care of His Majesty/'s person, and the
management of His Mjﬁflﬁwﬁdd.bd in the Queen, should
be communicated to Her Mujesty with on ess, humbly desiring.
Her Majesty to lake under her care those important irusls, as soon
auum;t‘ parliament con be passed for that purpor” This way

. January 29,

! REGENCY RESTRICTIONS.

M. Pitt moved, * That the order of the dag;for going inlo &
committee on the state of the nation be discharged.” This hrvtng been
szreedto, ke next moved,  That the house resolve iloelf inte & com-
meitice on the state of the nation, on the enscing Monday.” As soon
&8 the Speaker had read this resobution, ’
~ Mr. SHERIDAN rising immediately, remarked
that he felt it impossible to remain silent concerning
the situation in which the house stood. The right
honorable gentleman had, on the preceding Tues-
day, declared, that there wonld not be the delay
which an honorable friend of his, as well as he, had
expressed their apprehensions of, during the course
of the debaie, bat that on that day the would
have to proceed in the committee on the state of the
nation. They now found themselves no nearer to
the object than they were on Tuesday last. He

1 therefore, before the question was put, to
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know from the. right honorable gentleman, what
could occasion this failure of his promise, and con-
sequently this impediment to business. '
Mr, Pitt anmoered, that he readily acknowledged having ex-
pressed a hope on Tuesday, of the houses being able to proceed us that
day, in the committee on the state mu. nation, and, at the time, he
had expected that his hope would been fulfilled; but events had
since taken such a twrn, as rendered it impossible. He could not, in
- @ parliamentary manner, communicate what those events were; but
. a8 he was anzious, at all times, to give the house every possible sa-
. tisfaction, out of order as it was, ke wounid venfure to mention,
that he believed his Royal Highness had appointed the nest dgy.‘at
three o'clock, to receive the joint address of the two houses; and that
" the house of lords would sit on Saturday, to take the next step for
providing a commission for opening the parliament, and therefore it
would be to no purpose for that house to sit.on themmzday : ‘
Mr. Sheridan admitted, that it was unparlia-
“mentary to take any notice of what the right honor-
able gentleman had said; but, as it had been ex-
pecied on the preceding Monday, that the address
would bave been moved in the house of lords on that
day, and one of His Majesty’s ministers had pre-
vented if ;~=so the same hindrance might arise
again, in respect to the commission to be issued for
- opening the parliament. . On Tuesday last, the right
honorable gentleman had declared, that there existed
‘the most perfect barmony and cordiality among His
Majesty's servants; he hoped, therefore; that the -
right honorable gentleman would feel no difficulty
- in giving the house a positive assurance, that the
business would be proceeded on in the house of
lords on Satarday, either by pled ing himself for
the fact, or stating that he,really%]a good reason
to believe it would so. furn out; or; if he was
unwilling to do this, thathe would suffer that house
to sit on Saturday, that they might enter upon the
business, in case the lords should disappoint them,
.as they had done on the preceding Monday. He
_could not, Mr. Sheridan remarked, presume to say
that the Prince of Wales would have bheen ready to
receive the joint address, and to have given his
answer upon that day; but would the right honor-
YOL. IT. M ,
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able gentleman 'unldertake "to declare, that ITis
Royal Highness would not have received it that
morning?

Toth_il_mamwa-lba:gim

Mr. Sheridan moved, as an amendment to the
motion, to leave out the word “ Monday,” and
“insert the word ¢ Saturday.” By sitling on Sa-
turday, the house, he said, would at least have one
advantage ;—if a part of administration should
'Frevent the business proceeding in the house of
lords on that day, as they had done, in the case of
the address, on the preceding Monday ; that house
could go on with it, and thus prevent farther delay.

At A the ion wes pul, and the house divided, that the
md:.k,‘l‘g'Mandayg'?m," damp;d of this question—Ayes 70 ;
nioes 52.  The main question was put, and agreed to. ’

FEBRUARY 2.

REGENCY RESTRICTI1ONS.

The following resolution pasred by the lords, having beew eo

aunim{zd to tfwraii:mt:_l;' wmmg,yMr. Pit?'mm or Mm
currence therein.  This motion, wihick was ot length carvied withowt
l’dil_idol,gau’rizblbngmdmd:bdc.

Rewloed, % That # is expedient and necessary, that letters patent
wder the grest scal of Great Britain, be ewpowwred 1o be imed by
. $he axthorit %ﬁ:lwﬁmvfparbauul’ , in the tenor and form
. Jollowing.” Jollowed an exact tramscript of the writ uaally
_dssued under the sign mannal, empowering certan commiusioners to
* opem and hold the Ki 'cprhhmmtdl;atﬂda': The conmis.
+ siomers  mominated by ld;:"pﬂat were, the Prince of
. Wales, the Dukes of ¥York, Cumber and Gloucester, togcther

with the other persons usually inserted therein.

Mr. SHERIDAN observed, that he rose merely in
consequence of what had fallen from an honorable
gentleman over the way (Mr. Rolle). Mr. 8heri-
dan denied that his right honorable friend (Bfr.
Fox), who was not then present, bad ever asserted
“the Prince of Wales’s right to assume thé exercise
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of the royal anthority, without the adjudication of
the two houses of.parliament. The question of
right was, therefore, unnecessarily agitated, because
the doctrine of the two houses having a right to
~provide for the defect in.the exercise of the royal
authority; had never been denied. - With regard to
 his right honorable friend standing high in the con-
. fidence of the Prince of Wales, the fact undoubtedly
was, that his right honorable friend stood higher, in
+the .opinion. of his Royal. Highness than any other
-person’; and the reason was, that. his. Royal. High-
ness reposed the greatest confidence where he found
the greatest merits. Of the secession to which the
honorable. gentleman: bad allnded, ‘the. reason. was-
obvious., 'It was extraordinary, that the minister
‘shoyld have been with the Prince of Wales the day
.befare, the, cornmission had been - proposed in the
.other bouse,.of. parliament, and that he should not
have consulted his Royal Highness, whether it was
.agreeable to him, or o his royal brother, and royal
.uncles, to  admit the respective ,insertion of their
. names in & commission, issued on principles repug-
nant to those coniained in & protest, which the
.Duke of York had subscribed and recognized. , As
.to the base coinage which, was intended to be issué¢d
in the name of royalty,. without.its bearing one fea-
ture of the royal countenance, Mr. Sheridan said, that
. after the able arguments, which had been urged, and
«.particularly the speech of his right honorable friend
*(Mr. Burke), to'which.it was enongh barely to al-
“lade, he would not pay remarks of such expressive
force so ill a compliment, as to trouble the com-
mittee with an attempt to give them, what they did
- mot want, additional .validity, by a continuance jof
- reasoning upon.the subject. - :

M2
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FEBRUARY 7.

REGENCY RESTRICTIONS.

 On the 3d of February Mr. Pitt hadmmdfarkanto

& bill, to provide for the care of His Majesty’ roya;‘lpcr
Mecdmmutratwan the regal outhority is Mga!y‘: dl-
ness. Leave was accordingly given ; and the was brought in
and read for the first time on the day following ; a second time on
the 6th, and ordered to be committed on the TtA.

The regency bill consisted of thirty-two classes.—The clause which
soas first objected to in the commitiee, was that which contained the
oath to be taken by the Regent. Tivo poris of this oath were ob-
Jected to by Mr. Burke—First, that by which ke was bound * te
take care of the personal safely of the K:’ng fo the utmost of hiy
pomrmdabdrty, & provision which could only be considered as a
mockery and insult upon the Prince of Wales, nlu-u it woas well known
that Ae was not in the smallest degree entrusted with the care of the
‘royal person.  Secondly, that part by whick ke was bound “ to go-
vern, according to the stipulations cudrr ions contained in the
bill” It waes asked for sohat is idea of & covenant was
embodied ; mdwhyﬂumdl MMiugmdtawu as in
the coronalion, * according to the laws of the land " of which that
bill, swhen it passed, would of course make a part. In anawer to both
these objections, it was that the oath was t:'kedn“ﬁ:u Matdm-
serted in the vegency oct of the present reign; regard to
“eﬁrdobwtrl::,lt was said, that the Regent, alnodtk

afprm':mg K:g' q’nd rrdadmg
self form s iliness ; &
agmdtrmtddwu,ndmu, n md’ war,

Mr. Sheridan observed, that he abou]d now tres-
pass much less than he at first designed upon the
attention of the house, becanse the noble lord
(North) in the blue riband, bad so completely
answered his purpose of rising at all. ‘There was
undoubtedly a disposition on tg side of the house
on which he sat, to treat the matter without much
discussion ; but he could not help thinking the right
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honorable gentleman had endeavored to" raise-a
warm discussion, by imputing intentions which
could not exist. The noble ]orE_ in the blue riband
bad treated the subject with that levity, which
‘better became it, than ithe pompous. solemnity it
had been dressed up with by those honorable gen-
tlemen, who had said they had their doubts, but
that they wished them to be hushed up. If any gen-
tleman seriously thought that the matter, so darkly
hinted at, had taken place, it was his duty to state
the ground why he thought it necessary to propose
an inquiry, and to probe that inquiry to the bottom.
With regard to the honorable gentleman’s motives,
continued Mr. Sheridan, * I plainly say, 1 doubt
the honorable gentleman's motives; and I say so,
becaunse I can judge only from his actions; of the
urity of his motives, I can’t pronounce them bad,
gecausp 1 can’t ﬁossibly know what they are; but,
let us compare them with his conduct. 'The honor-
able gentleman says, he has bis doubts—he does
not state why ; he has had acts of parliament con~
sulted, tending darkly to sustain those doubts. What
motive can he bave but to give suspicion wing, and
disseminate alarm? ‘Who has said any thing in
favor of those doubts? It is true, a pamphlet has -
been written by an ingenious gentleman, the mad--
ness and folly of which are apparent in every page,
and the whole drift of which -Eetraya the author to
be a bad citizen ; because, when he roundly asserts
that be seriously believes the fact he refers to, to
bave taken place, and then resorts to no means of
elucidating 1t; he insinuates what he ought not to
have insinuated, without proceeding to establish it
by something, af least, that bore the resemblance
to truth.” The honorable gentleman opposite
had acted exactly in the same manner; and there-
fore the commitiee were entitled to doubt his mo-
" tives, The right honorable gentleman, it was plain,
did not believe the fact in question, or he would
bave been ready enough to adopt the amendment
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offered by the honorable gentleman. The right
honorable gentleman had surely dealt enough in
restrictions, providing against nnnecessary apprehen.
sions, not to be suspected of being ready to propose
farther restrictions, if be could urge a colorable
retence for so doing. If the right honorable gen~ -
Seman really did entertain a suspicion —a dou
er a scruple npon the fact, it ought not to be
huddled up, dnd left unexplained.

Mr. Welhore Ellis desired the royal act to be read, by which it is
enacted, that the marriage of eny of the descendants of the George
IL. shall not be valid without the royal assent. This, ke observed, 1wad
a full answer to all cavils; as that conld not be valid, in fact, whick
was not good in law. The amendment was negatived without o
division. ~ The next clause in the bill was, that which restroined the
Regent from creating peers.  Mr. Jolliffe moved on amendment for
fimiting the duration of this restriction to the 1o y’ Feh'la%ﬁw.
This amendment was also megatived withowt a division next
clause on which any debate took place, was that respecting the
granting of places or pensions in reversion. Lord North observed,
that it was one of the professed principles of the revolution that the
prince should have the power of appointing kis own servonits, Howe
then, he asked, if the prince had not the gronting pensions
or reversions, was it possible for him to fill the highest situation in
the lmo department if a vacancy should ho, therein. Not a
puisne judge, nor even a barrister of lolerable business would accept
of the office of lord high chancellor, an office extremel, Emrlou
1 ils tenure, if the Prince had not a power to r Jor his
services in case of dismissl. He therefore propesed that an exception
should be inserted to provide for snuch a case. Mr. Pitt in annver
said, it soas very fit the Regent should kave the choice of o lord
chancellor, if the country be s0 wunfortunate as to lose the
Learned lord who norw filled that office ; but still ke was of opision
that il was wol in the present bill that the power of providing for

“kim should be given. Whem the occasion should occur, the Regent
might apply to parlioment, and he kimaelf, for one, wonld sery
readily agvee to the pension, Bt & Regent should not be put m &
betier footing than the Ring himoclf ; now the King conld not gromt
smuch @ penmon without the comsent of pariiament: it was for this
reason enly that he opposcd the noble lord’s motion.

Mr. Bheridan, wiih great wit and acuteness ar-
gued, that what had fallen from the right honorable
gentleman, amounted to a dcclaration, that be con-
sidered the present Lord Chancellor as thinking se
highly of the suecessors of she existing ministers,
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that he was willing to remain in office, notwith-
standing his’ present co-partners were' dismissed.
He couvsidered the right: honorable gentleman’s
conduct, as a design to ‘smooth ‘the way to the
Lord Chancellor’s retreat, when neceéssary; and as’
providing for adding that noble lord’s strength, as’
long as he did remain in office, 1o that fortress,
which, Mr. Sheridan said, ‘'he had beforé described.
as the place of strength which ‘thé right honorable
gentleman had secured for his' own retreat. A
variety of possible cases might occur, supposing
the present Lord Chancellor ‘was to' continue ‘in
office ; and yet an occasion might offer, to induce
him to quit his situation. ‘Supposing there should
be'd vacancy in any distinguished office of the law
—the office of the master of the rolls for instance y
and though a learned, réspectable, and every way
@ qualified gentleman, should be propused by the
minister, the Lord Chancellor should resist the no=
mination, and should declare, that he would not
ratify it, by putting the great seal to the commis-
sion. After a deal of resistance, and a full exem-
Eliﬁcation of the natural ferocity and sturdiness of
is temper, and the possibility of its being signified,
that ‘he muost either give way, or quit his station,
he might, in spite of his brutal bluffuess, assent
to the appointment. But, suppose he should not, o
imagine, that by illness, as at present, the Lord
Cbancellor was prevented attending his duty in the
house of lords, 2 vacancy might possibly be occa-
sioned ; and who could the Regent’s administration
ﬁrqcure for a successor, under the disability of the
ill before the committee? As to the right honor-
able gentleman, he had so often signified his de-
parture - from' office, and ‘taken’ leave of the house
again and again, ‘that it 'was wonderful he had not
before signified the ‘preference which the present
Lord Chancellor gave his probable successors, in
comparison with the present ministers. '
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Mr. Pitt said, the honorable ﬁmtlmum Rad indulged himeelf in
impuling words to him which e had never spoken, and applying
arguments which Ae had wever uttered. The honorable gentieman
contended that he kad significd his departure from office. Surely,
the honorable gentleman had a perverse memory. His successors had
been nomed (o him, but he had never yrt heard of the least eircum-
stance which authorized him to declave that he was about to gquit his
place.  When e did hear any thing like it, he should haoe much -
0 sy to that house, to express his ac, ledgments for the support
he had received to confess his obligations to them, and lo declore his
Ropes, that ke should not guit his sitwation, avowing principles less
soorthy their regard and esteem, than Ae brought with him into office.

Mr. Sheridan observed, that the right honorable.
gentleman, he did not doubt, would make a fine
speech at his exit from oflice ; or, according to the
vulgar expression, an excellent delivery of his last
dying words and confession.

The committee proceeded through the next clous, respecting the

Duchy of Lancaster. The ohairman was then, on the molion of
My, Pitt, directed to report progress, and ask leave to sit ogain.

FEBRUARY 9.
REGENCY RESTRICTIONS.

The 12th and 13tk clauses were read and passed. On the
14th, providing for the payment of His Majestys Rousehold,
wnder the direction of Her Majesty, being read,

Mr. SHERIDAN rose and ohjected to the clause,
as wholly unnecessary; and as tending 1o create a
double government of the bousehold, in the Queen,
and in the Treasary. :

Mr. Poxwys moved, “ That the clause be postponed.” The
motion being persisted in, the commitlee divided ; ayes 87 5 nocs
132 : majorily 45 against its being posiponed. The clause was
then put and carried without a division.  The 15th mas put and
carried; the 16th, relative to the privy purse of His Majesty,
was next brought formard. and opposed by Mr. Dempsler, Sir
W. Cunynghame, Mr. Burke, Sir W. Molermorth, and Mr.
Skeridan ; and supported by W. Pitt, Mr. Dundas, Sir James
Johnstone, and Sir B. Haunnett. This clovee was finally carried.
The 17th xas wext read, vesting in Her Majeqty the care of the
King’s person, and the government of the houschold. Mr.
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Powys objected o that part of the clause which gave Her Ma.
Jesty power over the household; and he condemned it ar a divi-
sion of pomer with the execulive authority which was unjustifiable
and inadmissible. He concluded by moving an amendmentto,
the preamble of the clause, leaving it open for fulure revision,
This was agreed to. Sir Peter Burrell condemned the latter
part of the ciause ; the pudronage given by which, he said, was .
20 loosely expressed, that it was impossible lo ascertain the
amount of it, und of which he conceived the house ought to be ac.
quainted previously to their adopting the clause. -

- Mpr. Pitt asked, whether it was possible for gentlemen seriously to
suppose that they could not invest the Regent with royal dignity,
but by depriving the King of every sort of dignity whatever? The
md;qf elijectivn to thee were now stated to be that of par-

iamentary influence ; aﬁmund which we would venture to say it
was wholly unusual to take broadly and openly in that house ; be-
cause, whatever might have been gentlemen's private opinions respect-
ing that particulor kind of influence, it never had been avowed to be
necessary to government, till the lords had thought proper to avow it
that day. When it was said, that it was necessary to keep up the state
and splendor of the Regent, by decorating him with those external
marks of the royal dignity, ought not the King's dignity to be kept
by such marks? Qupht they, in the earliest moments of His Majes- -
tiyr's iliness, to be rager to sirip him of every mark of dignity, in order
to deck onl the Regent with unnecessary powers ?  fr. Pitt con-
tended, that they ought not ; but it was their duty to manifest that
they had not forgotien the respect and reverence to a ien, who
had, throughout his reign, proved himself the father of his people,
Gentlemen were aware that it was intended, at a fit opportunity, to
provide for the Regent such an establishment, as should bt adegquate
to distinguish him with a2 degree of state and dignity, whick the
e.z:lted situation he was to fill rendered necessary for the honor of
the nation, :

'Mr. Sheridan having remarked, that if the right
honorable gentleman was in earnest in his proposi-
tion, they might effect a division in the houseEold,-
as proposed by the noble lord near him ; added, that
whilst the right honorable gentleman was throwing
out jealousies and insults against another person, he
was assuming the highest degree of confidence to
bimself, by expecting that it was to be believed ex-
plicitly, that he would make no use of the parliamen-
tary influence he was providing to support him out
of office. The right honorable gentleman had
termed the Lord Steward, the Master of the Horse,
and the Lord Chamberlain, on a former occasion,
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the menial servants of the King, like those to be
found in the families of most noblemen. V¥ as there
any truth in this comparison ?- Iad the menial ser-
vants of noblemen any public duties ? and would it
be contended, that the great officers of the house-'
bold had not very high and important public duties?
These were, and had ever been, considered as the
great officers of the crown ; and that they had heen
so deemed, was evident from an act passed in thé
reign of Henry VIIL to which he referred, Having
read the extract, Mr. Sheridan took notice of Mr.
Grosvenor’s declaration, that the house had not,
thank Heaven, a King to make! He said, were he
not aware that the honorable gentleman was a friend
to the moparchy, be sbould have thought that the
Ia.nguaie of a republican, who wished to shake the
monarchy, and introduce another form of govern-
ment. Under the idea of affection to the King,
they were endeavouring to subvert the royal prero-
tive. Let those gentlemen separate the personal
1ea af a king from a monarchy, and they would see
what a blow ﬁad been aimed at the monarchy, Was
it nothing to have been without the representative of
a king for almost four months, during which time
the arm of government had remained inanimate.
The right bonorable gentleman having represented
His Majesty as destitute of dignity, unless he had
the white staves with bhim, was hbelling His Ma-
jesty's feelings as a father and a king, and argued
that be was destitute of the dignified sentiments
which ought to inspire the one character, and the
tender affection which should fill the breast of the
other. If His Dlajesty reigned in the bearts of bis
ple—and it was very true that he did—it was the

ess necessary that his calamity should be contrasted
with the appearance of grandeur, an ostentatious
be made of disease, and the melancholy
sitnation of His Majesty rendered indeed more pub-
lic and more distressmg. Mr. Sheridan reprobated
the idea of gorgeously decorating the bed of sick-
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ness, and loading it with regal trappings; the more;
mortifyingly to expose the wretched state of a sick

king. He condemned the idea of the Queen’s hav~,
ing the power to change the officers of the household,,
in ber own name ; observing, that they had all been:
appointed in His Majesty’s name. If it was so ne-

cessary to keep the household remaining, the places,
ought to be put in a state of suspension and aheyance,

during the continuance of His Majesty’s unhappy-
mala(?y, and the words * salary, profits, and emolu-

ments,” left out of the clause. He spoke of the

mdecency of the officers of the household. coming:
down to the house, and voting their own salaries,

when they were conscious it was not likely for them
to be called upon to do any duty. He noticed the

declaration of Mr. Pitt to make new establishments

for the Regent. He asked how the right honorable:
gentleman could dare to suggest such an idea, after
baving heard the declaration from authority, that

the Prince of Wales desired to have no such estabe

lishment created as should cause fresh burdens to

be laid on the people? Did the right honorable

gentleman mean not to leave the Prince the free

will to refuse the establishment, if offered? Had:

he forgotten what he had heard npon the subject

from his right honorable friend? The right honor~

able gentleman must, he said, have & pretty consi»

derable share of presumption in taking it for granted,

‘that the King, on bis recovery. would be pleased to
hear that a new tax bad been imposed on his peas

ple. - He believed His Majesty would eonsider it as
the most fatal consequence of his illness, 'if it had
caused his subjects to sustain an addition te the bur-

dens under which they already laboured.

Mr. Pitt defended himee} Raving, in his opening, called
the Lord Cfamv{berlm'n, the f:m'tmar , and the Master of the
Horse menial servanis of the orown, end aaid, it wus the wery term
bestowed on those officers by the right honorable gentleman in his
own bill, for the veform of the civil list, [This appearing to be
doubted by Mr. Sheridan and some of the gentlemen on';i other
side of the house, Mr. Pilt begged leave to vefor them ta the billin
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question.] He desired My, Sheridan to give him his attention,
swhile he answered one part of his speech.  He then took notice of
Mr, Sheridan's assertion, that the best way to support royalty, twas
fo scparate the perion of the King from every royal dignity. He
denied that His Majesty was at present in an hmm%uing condition ;
instead of his state being low, abject, and degrading, as the vight
Ronorable gentieman described it, it was muck the conirary.
His present visitation of sickness had excited in his subjects something
more than the loyalty they always paid him ; it roused in the
Aearts of His J!g'aty'a people a great fervor of affection, which was
blended with a degree of gricf and compassion, that partook of vene-
ration and respect.

Mr, Sheridan complained that the right honor-
able gentleman had, in a very extraordinary manner
perverted his argument. The right honorable gen-
tleman had, he observed, said formerly that he would
at a future time answer the arguments of gentle-.
men, and that they should have abundant opporta-
nities of discussing and debating every part of the
subject ; but since the bill had come on, the right
honorable gentleman not only never mentioned anj
of those arguments which he had formerly re;ervecﬁ
as it were, to answer at a future time ; but when
new matter was advanced in debate, had dryly de-
clared, that nothing had been said but what they
had before beard, and therefore he would not take
up the time of the bouse with a reply. This was ay
pleasant a way of avoiding to combat arguments
which conld not be answered, as ever happened.
The right honorable gentleman had perverted his
argument strangely, by saying that he had stated,
that separating all the royal dignities from the. per-
son of the King, was the best way of supporting the
dignity of the crown. Mr. Sheridan devied that he.
bhad argued in that manner. His argument was,
that all which bad been given in support of the
state and dignity of the crown, onght to be annexed
to the person exercising the royal anthority, and not
* to the King, tonfined to a bed of sickness, and inca-
pable of exercising the functions of the kingly office:
—s0 to annex that part of the household, from which
His Maiestv conlﬂn his nresent condition, derive’
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neither use, nor honour, nor dignity, was a greater
mockery than it was a compliment.. Mr. Sheridan
took ‘notice of the allusion to the speech of his right
honorable friend made by the Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer, and said, that allusion had been incorrectly
stated, as allusions to speeches delivered at a certain
preceding period, and in the absence of those ‘who
" delivered them, generally were, He took notice of
Mr. Dundas’s declaration of Saturday, that he la-
mented his right honorable friend’s absence, and
informed the committee, that his right honorable
friend’s health was greatly better; and that he had
made an effort to be present at that debate, having
been struck with astonishment at’ that most extraor-
dinary clause of the bill, which provides for His
Majesty’s resumin%-uhis royal authority. With re-
- gard to the sam of 300,000/ which his other right

' ionorable friend had said was the amount of the
patronage of the household, the. right honorable
gentleman over the way bad denied, that it amounted
to so much; but the committee would recollect,
that the right honorable gentleman had told them
first, that it amounted only to 100,000/ a year, and
in his last speech he had acknowledged, that it
amounted to more than 200,000/ a year. The
right honorable gentleman had averred, that more
. than one half of that sum consisted of the approved

bills of tradesmen, which had pothing to do with
parliamentary inflaence. He denied the fact to be
s0; ‘he could easily see how great a degree of par-
liamentary influence arose out of those bills. as
_ there never such a thing as a Westminster election ?
Would the right honorable gentleman, with: that
orange cape to his coat, take upon him to declare,
that no parliamentary influence could be exercised
~ through the medium of the tradesmen of the house-
hold, at such an election? - Mr. Sheridan con-
tended, that both at an election, and in various ways,
influence would result from'the tradesmen’s bills,
a8 well as from the officers of admitted importance



174 [vEB. 0,

in the household. ‘With regard to the latter, the
“case was clear ; for, to whom were those persons to
-Jook for the maintenance of thetr situations, but to
those who conferred those situations on them? Mr.
‘Sheridan added, that he should move an amendment,
'to fulfil the idea of the noble lord near him, of sepa-
‘rating those officers of the household, who were
merely officers of state. Mr. Sheridan, with this
view, moved to annex some words to the clause,
'purporting to empower Her Majesty to have the
direction and control over such officers of the honse
"hold as shvuld be deemed necessary to attend about
' Her Majesty’s royal person.

"The amendment was no sooner read by the chairman, than Mr.
Pitt objected to it, becawse it war inconsistent with the principles
'on whick they argued, ond with the mode of proceeding. It wos, he
+ believed, the first time, that an emendment, couched in such generol
terms, was moved in @ committes on a bill. If the amendment was
agpreed to, it would be to move an additional clause, to ex-
+ plain to what the general words of the emendment referred.

'Mr.Sheridan answered, that another clause would

" be indispensably necessary, which be meant to move
at the proper time ; and nothing -would prove more
‘easy, ‘than to refer to the civil list, and from that

“*specify such ‘officers of the household, as wonld be

'Bmpet‘ to be put under the control ‘of the Queen,
“because'they would be necessary attendants on the

“King’s person. ' Mr." Sheridan observed, that- the

'preambl‘:' of the clause naturally led to soch an

-amendment as he had proposed; and, as anargu-
ment in proof of its propriety, remarked, that by the

“ 'bill, the Queen having the power of -ar inting and

- discharging the officers of the househo tf,wthey would

“ be her officers and not the King’s ; and as she was

" not obliged to fill up vacancies, though .she bad the

- power of doing so, great inconveniences might arise,

"in case ‘of her not filling up vacancies. Suppose,
for instance, the office of Lord High Steward should

" be vacant, and the Queen was not to filt it up, who
would there be to swear in a new parliament, grant-

“ing such an event to take place ? '
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" At length the conimitie divided on’' Mr. Skeridan's omendments ;
ayes 118 ; noes 178, The guestion was then put on the original
clause and carvied. The chaivman was next admitted to veport pro-
- gress, and ask leave to st again.

"FEERVARY ‘0.
REGENCY RESTRICTIONS.
" The clatse velative to’ the Queen's council béing read, Mr." Pitt

" proposed, that it should consist of the four principal offiters of the
) m:hold,,‘ thé Lo'r"‘su Chamberlamf, ftké-{ord ?’;ma‘:'d,.illg‘t Maaér ‘of
the Horse, and the Groom of the Stole, for the time being, and in
"addition to these of four other persons: in selecting of wohom he ioas
naturally led to make choice of those whom His Majesty himself had
placed at the head of the church and the law. And, therefore,' he
should propose the names. of John. Lord Archbishop of Canterbury ;
Edward Lord Thurlow ; William Lord Archbishop of York; and
Lioyd Lord Kenyon. TAis constitution of the council was objected
2o on these ds:— First, Un account of theomission of the princes
of the royal blood ; secondly, On account of the nomination being in
. some instances personal, and in others official ; and lastly, Because
. of the omission of other eminent personages, whose situations made
them fit objects for such a choice, '
Mr. SHERIDAN considered the proposition of the
right honorable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) as uniiataral
~and unprecedented. It had been urged by the'noble
' Marquis (Graham) that the Princes of the Blood
could give their advice to Her Majesty without
being appointed of the council; but their advice,
however good, might be useless, because they were
.not of the council, without the majority of which
Her Majesty could not sct upon the most important
.occasion ;—~the restoration of His Majesty to his go-
~vernment. It could be no degradation to the
.Princes of the Bload to be put 'into 3 responsible
. Bituation,” when the: first Prince of the Blood, the
Prince of Wales,  was appointed to a place of great
‘trust and responsibility. - He considered. "Her Ma-
- jesty’s sons and the King’s brothers to be her:mest
« proper and natural advisers ; and he deprecated the
“meashrés proposed by the right honorgble gentléman,
as tending to cause parliamnent to infuse into Her



176 [FEB. 11,

Majesty the suspicion, that her sons were not the
proEer ersons to counsel her, which was an outrage
“on the feelings of nature. He concluded by boping
that the noble lord’s proposition would be agreed to,
and that the house would not go along with the
right honorable gentleman in objecting to the in-
sertion of the names of the Princes of the Blood.

A division took place on a motion made by Lord North, that the
Duke of York should be one of the council, when the question 1was
negatived ; ayes 130 ; noea 177.  The names ;f their K%al High-
nesses Prince Williom Henry, Prince Edward, Duke of G A
and Duke of Cumberiand, were then severally proposed ond nega-
tived. Mr. Dempster proposed the Speaker thmof commons,
m:tdm Lord Mayor of London, both which gquestions weve negae
tived.

FeprUARY I1. .

REGENCY RESTRICTIONS.

The 26th clause, providing for the resumption of the overnment
by His Majesty, beiagmd,ng. Sheridan wrged the fzccm‘ly of
Agving the King’s capacity to resume the government ascertained by
the two howses of parlioment, vather than by the Quees or the privy

Mr. SHERIDAN remarked, that in answer to the
observations of the honorable gentleman (Colonel
Phipps) who spoke last, it was sufficient to say,
that no person disputed the indubitable right of the
King to resume his government, when recovered.
The real question was, the fact of His Majesty's
being restored, and capable of resoming the govern-
ment, and the manner in which that should be
" ascertained, and the resumption of his powers made.
Afterpassing that bill, the main question would stand,
that His Majesty had no right, though His Majesty
would bave an unquestionable right, on bis reco-
very. Bat, what were the proper means to ascer-
tain that recovery? By the mode proposed for His
Majesty’s resumption of his government, it was to
be ander certain terms and conditions. Who then
" were to be the judges of those conditions ; who se
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proper as the two bouses. of parliament? =No per-
son doubted the propriety of their going into an ex-
amination, to prove the_ incapacity;’ it ‘Was- their
duty to doso, and it was equally their duty to take
care to provide against any act of His Majesty,
until his capability was known. By the present
clause, they were about to delegate the-trust which
belonged to themselves, and to others; and thereby
depart from the duty which they owed their country,
and degrade themselves by acknowledging,- that
those eight counsellors of Her Majesty were more
trast-worthy than parliament. ~ After reprobating
the powers of the clause given for the resumption
of the government as dangerous;” Mr. Sheridan
summed up his arguments, by declaring - that the
house was upon the verge of delegating their autho-
rity inté the most suspicious hands ;—into hands, by
no means proved to be- fitter for the trust, than the
perliament. They were about to fall into the error,
which the principle of the bill was to guard against ;
and to suffer the Regent to have the power over the

erson of the King, in many cases, but, in particu-
Far, on the death of the Queen ; they were putting
themselves into such a situation, that, the first notice
they might have of His Majesty’s recovery, might
. be by a dissolution of the parliament ;the second
step His Majesty might take, might be, under his
sign manual, to appoint a new regency, by lords
justices, or otherwise; and thus, when parliament
should again assemble, they might meet, not His
Majesty, who might be relapsed, but his commis-
sion, without ever having any: proof laid before
them, of the re-establishment of his health.

My, Dundas and other members having spoken,

‘Mr. Sheridan rose again.. .He complimented
' Mr. Dundas, declaring, that with regard to the be-
ginning of his speech, he never had heard any thing
more able, more earnest, .or more eloquent; but
that, towards the end of it, the right bonorable an
VOL. 11, . N .
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.»learned gentleman got bimself entangled in an argu-
. ment which destroyed the principle of, all his former
- xeasoning. .The. right honorable and leamedgen-
~tleman had first donbted whether he had any right
- 'to impose restrictions on His Majesty’s re-assump-
. tion of his royal authority ; and, l!e ad afterwards
said, that the bill bad provided all the necessary

. checks and restrictions ; thus contradicting the right
- honorable gentleman’s assertions. The right honor-
.. -able and learned gentleman bhad asked wkether. His
-1 Majesty ought to be a supplicant to parliament, for
..the exercise of those prerogatives which of right be-
,- longed to him ? He woulf answer, that it would be
.. better for His Majesty to supplicate that house for
. his crown, than either his council of eight, or his
v mine privy council. Mr. Sheridan charged Mr.
. Dandas with flying to the common-place topics of
‘ Eli:ying the King, and saying all he felt for him and
- his- gituation., They all, no doubt, felt as they
ought to do for His Majesty ; but they ought like-

- wise to feel for their country, which was of equal
consideration. The right honorable and learned

: Eentleman, disdaining to read the bill upon which
e had been speaking, had made several gross blun-.
ders ; and plainly proved that he was not master
of the various r.Lusel which .the bill contained ;
perhaps he had not read them. He had talked of
what might bappen in case of the Queen’s death,
whereas the bill contained an express provision for
that circomstance. He had all along understood,
Mr. Sheridan said, that they were not to argue
on grounds of personal confidence; and the right
honorable and learned gentleman in particular bad,
a few days since, declared that argnments of this
kind were unmanly and improper; and yet, in his
speech of that day, he had resorted to that sort of
argument ; he had called upon the bouse to know
whether Lord Thurlow, Lord Kenyon, and the rest
of Her Majesty’s council, were not the fit persons
to advise Her Majesty? Will you not, said he,
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believe that the Archbishop of Canterbury is a per-
‘son fit to be trusted, -and. that lie-will-eonnive,at no
fraud which leads: to the circumstance! of) bringiag
forward His Majesty: for; the re-assumption..of - his
yvoyal authority ? : Undoubtedly; Mv. $heridaa ob-
‘Served,, it was not likely to.be supposed.that “the
Archbishop of Canterbury, Lord Thurlow,.and the
-rest of Her Majesty’s: council, ‘were- persons very
likely to betray their trist ;- butj.they;all knew'that
personal confidenice was not & fit' ground for parlia-
mentary hriument.? Theright bonorable and learned
‘gentleman had, the preceding day) declared,.that
the council of the Queen was only a council :of -ad-
vice ; and yet, that day they had heard him‘on-
“tend that if was a check, and e 'council of control,
'Mr, Sheridan desired the - committee. to -recollect
on what grounds the Irish parliament proceeded,
and that tgay took up the circumstance of the King’s
incapacity, upon.the declaretion of the Englhsh
parliament, and proceeded upon a principle of re-
spect to them. ‘'He urged the hecessity, therefore,
~of their setiling the mode' of His Majesty's. re-as-
"sumption ‘of*his royal authority,: in'sech a manner
“as the Irish parliament should be willing' to advpt.
1 B Pois moved seeral amendimenis, "3
1, Mr. Sheridan observed, that asthe bill stood, His
Majesty’s recovery would pot come before parlia-
ment at all, even if it were sitting. ' Hé reminded
. the house of, what he had spoken before, when he
1adverted to the possible case of His Majesty’s reco-
" very, and the very first act of his executive govern
_ment being a dissolution .of the ‘parliament; . He
._put the ease alsé of the King's being recovered fo s
" de - and substituting & new form of government
_ without parliament. , He stated, likewise, that Hi
- Majesty might recover, and might not- chuse to.ap.
pear.in publie, but might tominate other pérsons a:
- Custodes Regni, ta carry on the government for him
:: My, Sheridan moyed an amppfmgnt,‘;wﬁigh he ex
' T : N2
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plained to be introductory tostill farther amendment
meant to he afterwards proposed, with a view of
procuring the object aimed at, by those who thought
as he did, that parliament ought to be the medium
of restoring the government to the King, on his
Tecovery.

Mr. Sheridan’s amendment tended to oblige the
privy council to take care that the instrument, stating
His Majesty to be recovered, which was to be sent
to the Lord Mayor of London, and inserted in
the London Gazette, be previously before parlia-
-m:ant.

The committee divided on the amendment ; oyes 113 : noes 181,

then toent through the whole bill—the report was brought up

agreed to, and the bill ordered for the third reading om ¢,
morrow. .

- ————
FEBRUARY 12,
' REGENCY RESTRICTION BILL.

- Upeon the third reading a elouse was proposed to be added by M.
Putt}::y,'. timiting the fatnotwn rdatparu Lo the ereation qf%an,
fo threcyears.

Mr. SHERIDAN remarked, that bis sentiments
coincided with those of his honorable friend, fM.r
Pulteney) in regard to the probability of the lords
refusing to open the door to their house, if by
ing the bill without any limitation of the duration
of the restriction, with respect tothe Regent’s power
to make peers, they suffered the power to pass out
of ‘their lll)::ds, and the door of the house of lords
to be once shut. Mr. Sheridan declared, he was
surprised at what the right honorable gentleman (M.
Pitt) had said of the idea of the improbability of the
lords ever wishing to continue the power, whea they
" once got it into their possession. The right honor-~
able gentleman seemed to have forgotten they had
gone throughout the whole of their Eoceedirigs, not
-on probable dangers, but on possible dangers; and
every danger which was morally possible to happen,
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had been most studiously and cautiously guarded
against, 'That such an ided as the fight honorable
gentleman had stated, was implied ‘by parliament;
was not, Mr, Sheridan’ thought, to-be tolerated ;
the right'hono'rable gentleman, and the gentleman
behind him, - séemed to have adopted.a principle
.which might be extended for, seven years, as-well
as three; and, therefore, not choosing to lend his
sanction, to the principle, that the executive power
ought to continue maimed and crippled by useless
.an(gi- barsh restrictions, for three years, he should
move to leave out the words “ three years,” and
that the words ¢ one year” be' inserted in the
blank. ' R :

. My, Chancellor Pitt answered, thot the honorable gentlemain who
spoke last, sremed to Aave done him more justice than the honorable

leman near him, because he had expressly stoted, that as they
could not fix the precise period of the duretion of His Majesty's
illness, he would agree to three years, as a period the most exireme
and distant that could be taken ; but that if His Majesty should
not recover soom, the restrictions ought to vease within the peviod
pmd: and the honorable and respectable member toho had in-
troduced it, kad expressly slated a similor semtiment.  How' then
could it be considered, that, adopting the words ** three years” to
Jill up the blank under the construction which had been laid down,
was making ’ﬂwliammt declare that its opinion was, that the re.
strictions ought to last for three years? With regardto the emend-
ment A wmddmthmabkgﬂtlmn,bywhathw
doing, defeat his own purpose? The ble gentleman had ob-
served that he moved an carlier day, that it might not appear to be
the opinion of parliament, that parliament thought the restrictions

:ﬁkt to continue three years. He should conceive, that the homor-

e gentleman would serve his better, by withdrawing his
smendment, and letting the original motion be put.

*"Mr. Sheridan answered, if the motion for filling
the blank with the words «three years” was car-
ried, the right honorable gentleman had declared, it
would appear that ‘it was hot the..opivion of the
house that the restriction should continue for three
~years. - This was, Mr. Sheriddn .said, the' most
~ extraordinary opinion he had ever heard, and there-

fore, he should certainly persist in his' amend-

-ment; C ’ . S i STt ' .

. st - . L5 - -
- PR i J¥ +
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The question vas put, and the clouse filled up with the wor
. lln;aq;:::s,’;' agrtugfo, and o]:"dfrcd to{t.and pfrtof tf::hbil“;. &

:Mr.. Sheridan begged leave to ask a question of
the honorable and .learned gentleman whom he saw
opposite.to him, the answer given to which would,
shew whether his amendment was necessary or not.
His Majésty had power to grant a commission for
opening .. parliament; .and he desired to know
whether the King had not power to invest those
commissioners with full regal authoritiea. He
found from the precedents with which they had been
fornished, that in the .case of Heury the Sixth,
when the Duke of York was appointed to exercise
the royal authority in parliament, it might be done.
What.he wished to know then, was, could the King
do the same thing by a general commission; or
whether, as in the case of Lord Hardwicke, in the'
year. 1754, he must issue a second commission to
give the royal assent fo any bill or bills ? '

, The Masler of the Rolls anewered, that if the honoveble gentles
an meant o enguive whether the King could delegate the whole
_ g hia authority. by .one commission, ke thought ke could mot

R o il At

. To . , .
ggqf Enghnddyidmtpomua. -Wifa?;je’gard!o tm
imuced in Henry the Sixth's reign, in the caves of the Duke of Gilon-
coster in the commencement, and the Duke of York in a mubscquent
period; in both those cuses the cormmissions tsvised under the
scal, and were confirmed by pﬂ'ﬁmmt.; : o
" Mr. Sheridan thanked the bonorable and learned
gentleman for answering him in part, but he had
reasoned rather than answered bim entirely, Mr.
Sheridan proceeded to pnt his case again,: and
ma'mtainedp that: the .commission aprointing the
Duke of Gloucester. to hold. the parliament, apc
give the royal assent to bills, was 2 casé in point.
%lhe King was then a minor, incapable of acting
for bimself, -as our king was at present iucaga_ble,
though from another cause. ... Was there not in the
King a power, not oanly to issue a commission in-
* vesting commissioners with authority to open par-
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liament, but to gwe the royal assent toa ,blll and
to act in’every’ mstance with the royal uutho- _
ngg,u o
Attomey-Gmal suid ke would’ answer the Imwmblc gentlp-
man in three words ;—The- King cannof. -
| Mr. Sheridan afterwards went again into the qtmtwn wluch fmc,
had ‘before: put Yo the lawyers, grounding. his second application .
ot & clause which he moved ; the object of whick was, to restrain’,
is Majesty from granting any general commission, investing the’
commissioners’ with powers to oppn the parlmﬁmtg gm the royeby
asmttobdlcé‘c&yc &e. v

mgmmon wa;puthr. Shmdamdauumdmggtmd..

T
' "-'i'l b 1L

Muwn 19.

ORDNAN‘CE ESTIMATES.

The yeport of the resolutions voled by the committee of supply on-
the ordnance estimates, having been brought up by Mr. Gilbert, and
the resolutions read @ first time, ‘on the guestion being put ** That
these resolutions be read a second time.” . Gemeral Burgoyne, Mr.
Courtenay, and Mr. Shevidan opposed them. The object of the te-
solutions was to grant a sum of 218,000L. for the extraordinaries of
the ordnance.’ I‘fm demand was made by ministers, in tonsequence!
of a pla;u’{ the Master-General, for fortifying to a certain,
extent, ndia islonds. In the course ’,V' the de Mn..
Courtenay twas called toorder by tlu spcakm o

- Mr. SHERID AN rose to defend his honorable friend,
Mr. Courtenay, who had, he thought, been rather
nnproperly ca Ied to order. -

The speaker answered, that it was on essential qf his duty.

. to preserve order. 1t was at all times disagreeadle 1o him to inter<
rupt gentlemen; but when they in a second speecb;wmt nlo new

and .argument, instead of confining themselves to expla-

nﬁ:fdt it to behis duty to m'r:cy:t them; and, Rowever he
Mmmymanmmdaktt hp;omtqfdu ,m to orderf .

metf when his intentions were of the nature which he dercribed,

?ﬂ:}wumum v make - afg fgiactm;akuom-

"Mr. Sheridan admitted that h\s honoral;le fnend'
words, when he was ¢alled to:order fromthe ichairj
Were not afterwa,rdu followed with ihat explanat;on.

t2 i, . .
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which be had expected he was ahout to give; but
the house well knew, when gentlemen were inter-
rupted, it frequently happened they pursued a dif-
ferent train of ideas from those they had set out
with. With regard to the question itself, he did
not mean to speak to the military part of it, nor did
" he conceive this was the question before the house.
But, if they were to rely on military authority,
his bonorable friend (Colonel Phipps) must: ex-
cuse him, if, on account of bis greater experience,
he gave the preference to the authority of his honor-
able fricnd near him (General Burgoyne.) The
real question, however, for their consideration, ap-
peared to him to be, whether His Majesty’s Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer, in asking tbat sum from
parliament, had giving-the proper documents to
satisfy the house, that the sum ought to be voted ?
Mr. Sheridan said, he thought the right honorable
gentleman had not ; because, last year he had him-
self .submitted the very saine motion, as that which
was now made by his honorable friend. The right
honorable genileman bad then declared that no
estimate had been received by government from
the West Indies, bat that government expected
one ; and when it eame, it should be laid on the
table. Upon that suggestion, or rather promise,
Mr- Sheridan said, he had consented to wave his
motion. He remarked, that he perfecily well re-
collected, the right honorable gentleman had last
year said, the expense would probally amount to -
. abeut 200,000% but, that if it were double that
sum, the object wonld deserve it. As it was con~
fessed, that ap estimate was now before the Board
of Ordnance, the- bouse ought to bave it npon the
table; before they proceeded 1o vote the money.
Mr. Sheridan declared, he had not been present
when the seamen. were voted ; bat when saw
that 2000 additional seamen had been- voted, it
gave hit great satisfaction, ‘because be fbence con.
ceived, that the project of forlifying the West
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Todia islands had been reconsidered by His Ma~ -

jesty’s ministers, and rejected as impolitic ; a con-
ception to which the train of reasoning of the right
honorable gentleman naturally led, when he spoke
upon the subject, in the course of the preceding
session, ‘ :

ATﬁemMonfwgmﬁugthmdmmnded,wmmdwﬂM
o division. "~ © co

—_—t
May 4.

PETITION OF MR. HASTINGS.

On the 3rd of February, Mr. Hasti ted a petition ta
. the house of lords, in which, after rcm;ﬁ’uja!ing the proceedings,
which had already been had from the eommencement of the impeach- -
ment, he stated the hardships to which its extraordinary dura.
tion had, and was likely still further to subject him. .Among these,
he mentioned the decease ’nzfdmal qfﬁchl's .b I—t‘I; hfbnngm g .
witnesses necessary for his defence—t ility is bet ‘
prived of many of {hm by i,-,m accidp::ts—‘hi: heaith impaired,
and Ais fortune wasted.\ . He yeminded them, that twe articles only,
out of twenty, had yet been gome thrw?gbbyhicacmv—thd
his expenses had already exceeded 20,000l and consequently, that
should his life be continued to the close of the trial, he might find
himaelf destitute of the mmm% defence,’ and even of subsistence,
and run the dreadful chance o ing his character transmitted on
the vecords blasted with unrefuted criminations. He therefore prayed
that they would enable him te make his innocence, and w his
deserts, apparent, by procecding without delay his trial. The
fnlervention of the circuits of the judges it i ible for the
lords to proceed upon the trial before the 20th of April, when the
court twas and sat during the remainder of the session, seven-
teen days. The charge brought before them, and opened by M.
Burke, was that relalive to the corrupt receipt of money. In the
course of kis specck, Mr. Burke had occasion to remark upon the
conduct of Mr. Hastings towards one of his accusers in India, called
Nundeomar ; and after reluting other acts of injustice and cruelly,
e added, that he had, at lost, murdered that person, by the Rands of
Sir Ekjah Impey. A few days after the charge had been openy
Major Scott presented a petition from Mr. Hastings to the honse lz
commions, % which ke stated, that Mr. Burke in supporting
charges, exhibited against him at the bar of the Rowse of lords, had
eccused him of sundry Reinous crimes not laid in the articles of i
peachment. - He instanced the charge of Raving been concerned in a
plot for mmmtn:f the Shahzada, and in anoiher plot for putting
Lo death the son of Jaffier Ally Khan : of being acoessary to certain
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horrible cruelties alleged to have been committed by one Dibi Sing,
and lastly, of -ban'tz een gniltf;:f the murder of Nundcomar. ﬁl ‘
therefore prayed the house cither to bring forward and prosccute
those charges in specific articles, and thercgy ive him an
nity of vindisuting his inrocence, or to grant %:'m such other redress,,
as to: their justice and wisdom might seem fit. A motion was made
that the petition should be brought up,which was, after a debate, agreed '
to without a-division. A4 dﬁuﬂy occurred a8 to the mode of ascer-
ining the words he notes of the short-hand wrilers, who
att the trial, being contended for by several of the members,and
objected to by Mp:f ox and Sir Grey Cooper as contrary to the’
iform practice of parliament.” Their objections appeared of w0
:ugch' Ly toflnhome. lkat,acm?mittaw:fp 'tho
search for precedents. IthZ:: commillee v d, that there were no
precedents of any complat: words spoken by managers in West-
-iudw-Ha% o be found. ;}fb - again wgfd tAetr objec-
tions to the examination. of any short-Rondwriters; but the favourers
0 ﬁefddm insisting upon the didy of the house to govern itsrlf
" cases, by what should appear most likely to promote the ends
of substantial justice prevailed ; and ofter a. division of 115 to 66,
the short-band wriler was called in. next question was, whether
oll the particulars compluined of by the petitioners should be em-
gquired into, or whether the house might sclect what part they pleased.
Myr. Pitt and others were of Tniou, that the house ought to pay
10 allention. Lo the words said lo Aave been spoken in the former
syear, as the complaint Rad been 20 deferred: end they should
cm{;l; theselves to.the swordsrelative lf&r ’zmdc% This was also
obyj to by the managers, as an arbilrary ing, but finall,
agreed to by the house.. Upon tb'sgldim,"r ) & Jasly,
. Mr. SEERIDAN remarked, that all partial exa-
minations of the pefition werg improper; the house
had, for the purpose of granting justice to Mr., Has-
tings, received, and agreed to take into their consi-
deration the petition ; he hoped, therefore, that they
would not be. 50 unjust to huis right honorable friend
(Mr. Burke) as to refuse to take the whale of the
petition into their serions consideration, that he
might have an opportunity of meetingI and refuting
the charges which it contained. If the honse pro-
ceeded opon the principle which they bad avowed to
proceed upon in their reception of the petition, the
Prindm of doing justice to Mr, Hastinsm, what
right they to garble bis grievances, and to say,
« This we will, this we will not consider 2"
they considered any, they were bound to consider
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the whole. 'The niode proposéd by the amendntent®
might : possibly be thought: a more bandy, way, of’
passing a-slar upon' the managers of - the prosecus.
tibn'} but it ‘was ‘a' mode'which *he'incerely hepeds
that the house would not adopt.' B

Afte" wiich *altercation; i which M For'vomplainéd in ‘strowgs
and pointed terms '?f the indignity ‘and injustice with which the mes
nagers were treated 3 it was agreed, that some pavt of M, Burkew
speech preceding the wotds complained” of |} should: be*vread } whick:
£ﬂ¢, and the offensive words ascertained, the Marguis-'of Grahams
rose, and moved, ** that the said words were not outhorized by any
prooeedings of that house” o ‘

Mr. Sheridan asked if that* was the only measure
intended to be brought forward, or whether it was
to be followed up by any other resolution ? '

The' Miat quiis having ‘replied, that’ at. peesent’ B kneib of* fione.
My, Fox observed; that gyanting: this to be the vase, he for one, sawy
no oljection Lo it; and should not trouble the houre with any argu~
ments against’ it ; since, subsequently to the passing of the motion, it
would prové fully competent for' M#. Buvke ot an) 'othermunages
t6 regist the savie exprissions! M, Pitt follobed” - -

_ Mr. Sheridan said, that he certainly had declired
in Westminster Hall, that he thought the execution
of Nundcomar a foul murder. - Would any’ gentlé+
man who had read the trial, or would tlie right
honorable gentlemian opposite fo him stand up and
declare that he was conciehtiously.convinceg that
be ought to have been execnted P If the house com-
manded him not’ to allade te thé transactions'iii
question, he should certainly pay obedierice ;. but if
it did not, he should think tﬁat e deserted his duty
if he omitted to charge Nundcomar's execution asa
murder., . | ) S

' M. Fos wid, that ke felt himself Justified in oill periisting to
declare, that he would call Nundcomar's execution’ 6 murder, unless
. the Rouse told him to the contrary ; and that the managers, ke con-
tgﬂcd, auight to be enabled to undersiand ‘txplicitly what the motion
 The Marguis of Grahem said, that ke had wot ibished fo act other-
wise than delicately o the managers; but the debate had the
Jace of things ; and since they insinuated that could nof go on
without gelting themselves inlo considerable perplexity, because the
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molion did not condemn the words already spoken, he would move
on amendment, to remove that objection. The Marguis them added
to the motion these words, * and that the words of the right honor-
able Edmund Burke, one of the said ers, viz, ke (meaning
Warren Hastings, Esq. murdered that man, (meaning Nundcomar )
by the hands of Sir Elijahk Impey, ought not to have gﬂl ?okm."

Tkis produced another long debate, in which My. Fox endes.
voured to prove both the rclevancy of Mr. Burke's words, ond the
impropriety and injustice of the interference of the house ; and was
onnwered by My. Pitt and Co Pb:'fpl. The house ot length
divided ; when there appeared for Lord Graham's motion 135;
sgainst it 66.

Marx 6.
COUNTY ELECTION BILL.

Mr. SHERIDAN said, that notwithstanding it
was too evident that the county election act, in ope-
ration and effect, had been found to be productive
of great inconvenience, and therefore must, he
feared, be repealed ; he gave the noble lord who in-
troduced it full credit for the goodness of his inten-
tion, and the just and constitational principle on
which it- was founded, as indeed every 'bill was
likely to be which came from the hands of the noble
lord in question. But it was highly necessary that
some bill should pass to regulate and ascertain the
right of voting, since it was well known that com-
mittees of that bouse had not only decided diffe-
rently, in respect to the right of voting, but that two
committees, who had tried the merits of a petition
complaining of an undue election for one and the
same county, bad given decisions diametrically

ite to each other. Mr. Sheridan declared, that

e highly approved of the honorable gentleman’s
idea of a committee being appointed to enquire into
the laws of election, as they stood at present; and
be trusted that, at the present advanced period of
the sesvion, all possible expedition would be used.



1789.] 189

MaAy 20.-

MOTION BY MR, MAINWARING FCR LEAVE TO
BRING IN A BILL TO EXPLATN AND AMEND

_ THE ACT ON 6 GEO. I11. CAP. 36, RELATIVE
TO TREES, SHRUBS, PLANTS, &¢."

“Mr. SHERIDAN expressed his pleasure at per-
ceiving that the honorable member was inimical to
the extension and increase of the penal laws. There
were so many of those statites, and in'several cases
they ‘were carried to so extieme a degree of rigour
and severity, that they proved a disgrace to the
laws and to the country.” "He hoped, therefore,.
that the house would always look with a peculiar
degree of delicacy on every -endeavour to increase
.the pumber of penal statutes, and to multiply rob-
beries, felonies, and offences coming under those de-
scriptions. 'With regard to the object of the ho-
norable gentleman’s proposed bill, he did not clearly
comprehend it. The honorable gentleman had said,
the legislature, when it passed the act of thé Gth of
the present king, had one thing in their contempla-
‘tion, and had enacted another, Was the fact strictly
correct, or was it under the pretence of protecting
nursery grounds fo make it felony in a school-boy
to rob an orchard ; or was it that gooseberry bushes
_ought to be fenced round -with gibbets, that the
honorable gentleman now moved for a bill of amend-
ment ? If it were intended to go to such an extent, it
would be carrying the penal laws to & ridiculons
“degree of rigour. ‘ :

The Aouse divided ; ; Moes 6., X ore given
fo bring in the bill.d e 303 woet 0, Leave o therdore &
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JUNE 10.
WAYS AND MEANS. ,

Mp. Piit entered into o slate of the finances of the country, and

spoke at considerable length. o thfi A it
Mr. SHERIDAN rising next, observed, that in the
case of a statement by which the public prosperity
-twas o be estimated, it became so patyral to wish to
o wealise:the: faveurable, expectations which might be
: entertained |of the sifyation of the. couptry, that it
- was B task extremely painful to raise any dispute,
.ior.even to insinuate any doubts which might tend to
~remeove the . grateful,,delusion., Upon an occasion
»like this, however, it was jmpossible to be silent;
~and, therefore,. he) shonld think, himself warranted
».in making @ trespass upon the attentiog of the house,
- .Certain: propositions .bad, been, made b‘y the Chan-
- ngellor of, the Exchequer in the course of his speech,
-vand it would be. very egsy for him to lay down other
o Eropositions- which, would entirely contradict them ;
.« but this, would. he going, upon grounds too loose for
'wthe: house to: form, any judgment of the merits of
1. their several:iafirmations, which could only be esta-
" blished by a reference to, authentic documents. . To
. these. he was willing to refer himself ; and it would
. be a test of sincerity, in the Chancellor of the Ex-
- chequer, much to be wished for, if he, would submit
- himself to the same trial, and wopld not oppose any
: motion which he shonld make for the production, 6f
i .smch. papers. as. woald, affirm. or disaffirm, by an
- irresistible anthority, what they. cocld severally ad-
vance in opposition to each other... Superficial and
slight indeed was the manner in which the right
honorable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) had condescended
to justify the loan he had proposed. He had said
little or nothing about what the bouse had a right
to expect to be more particalarly informed of ; and
he had scarcely shewn a cause of any kind, much
less a sufficient canse, why the nation should be re-

»
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“duéed to the thexampled dilemma i time of peace,
“and - amidst 'all thé triumiph-iwhick they had been
"ised t6'on-the “part <of the righti-honorable gentle-
‘fan, i respéct ‘00! the flourishing situation- of our
"findmees, of éntreasing the national debt, of creating
‘frésh futids, 4nd levymg fresh taxes. : Bub the right
“"hondrable- getitlethan' had -not withheld every ‘kind
‘of ififoymation ; he had descended to' little particu-
‘lars;"ind had been very'elaborate*and dngenious.in
'éxplaining thénatare of the loan;. and in telling-them
‘of “thirigs ' 'which* it was' of very -slight:importance
‘%whether they were’ or Were “notias he represented
‘thém. " Where the argnment of the right bonerable
-%entlemaﬂ' was not in-its natare uhimportant it was

allacions. Admitting that ‘the revenue was likely
"to tome ‘up t5 'what it had'been asserted that it
‘would redclito, ! {and evety this required somecon-
‘ession ) was: it easoriably to’be expected that the
‘expénditureé was~hot'{o - exceed-what it had- been
stated it would be P If theiex‘ixenditure should ex-
ceed what it was'stated at (and’ experience had de-
‘monstrated that it would exceed that sam) it-was a
Pplain case that we !were deceived: in our:expecta-
‘tions, and that our finances were not inr the condition
they were Tepresented to be. . The right honorable
‘gentleman had given us a very pompous account of
'the unforeseen contingencies of expense which had
happened, by which means he bad failed in-the-pro-
imises he had made. ' These unforeseeh contingen-
cies, however, upon the fullest statement which -could
be made of them, amounted only to 600,000/ but
600,0001. divided among three-years,  which 1s-the
time from ‘which the reduction of the national: debt
‘was to be compated, left only an ‘excess of 200,000L
for' each year of ‘unforeéseen ekpenditure, beyond
the natural expenditure which was necessarily to be
‘expected.” So paliry an inerease as this was to.de-
feat and annul all the high-sounding promises of
‘the right honorable: gentleman; and to reduce us to
the necessity which we now find ourselves.in, of
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creating fresh debts, instead of paying off those
which had been already created in the course of
long and expensive war. In like manner as this
600,000l had arisen during the last three years
from unforeseen contingencies, so from the analogy
of the thing it was to be presumed that anotber
600,000.. from unforeseen contingencies woald arise
in the time to come ; and in the same manner aswe
have been prevented hitherto from emerging from .
eur unhapply1 sitaation, by the unforeseen contingen-
- cies which have already arisen, 0 in time to come
we shall be continued in the same depression of cir-
cumstances, from the unforeseen contingencies
which will yet arise, more particularly since the
sum is so trifling which is to embarrass us. The
right honorable gentleman had amused us, by in-
forming us that we have paid off three millions of
the national debt: but he J;d not think it suited his
purpose to inform us that in the year when we first
began to pay, he had created a new debt of a mil-
lion, by issuing exchequer bills to that amount; and
‘that this year we are creating another new debt of a
million. He did not either bring into his estimate
about two millions, which we bave received during
this time from the East-India Company, and other-
wise, in accidental aids, and surely no inconsiderable
aids ; still less did be think proper to meantion an in-
crease in the navy debt to the amount of 500,000/
If the right honorable geptleman bad stated all the
circomstances, it would have appeared that, with
the assistance of more than four millions, he had
succeeded in the very notable attempt of paying
three millions of national debt. But the time must
come when the bubble would burst, and our illusions
be dissipated. It was better to meet our situation
fairly and bovorably; by postponing the evil day ;—
our distress would oanly accomulate ; and when we
expected to drink of the cap of gladness, we should
find pothing but, the bitter dregs of disappoint.
menf. : -
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. Upon snch.an oceasion as the present, Mr..:She~
ridan remarked, he should yield to what he con~.
sidered as the indispensahle: necessity - of . moving
for . certain, papers; and that the bouse should go-
into 8 committee {0 consider the same.. He hoped
that if his motion was acceded to, it would be a
‘committee, and such a one.as might. easily be ob-
tained in that house, of independent members taken
indifferently ;. and not such a commitiee as made
the report, upon which the Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer had founded his argument, in his own favor,
upon more occasions than one; and from whence
he had derived his principal illustration. . Making.
this remark, he could sincerely add that he neither
felt a wish to have that commiittee discharged, .nor:
meant to.call in question the independency of their.
minds, -end the purity of their intentions. ;' ...\ -

. Junmeli.
WAYS AND MEANS.
.. T [ A I T )

. Mv. Gilbert reported cighteen yesolutions agyeed to in the com-
mittee of waysm ma?g. . The report having been received, Mr,
Pitt expressed the salisfaction with swhick he now found it admitted,
on all hande, that the income of the country was greater than the
smount ot which it had been esttmated by the committce of finance in
17686. This was ¢ point gained; aend gentlemen who had beew.
ameng the foremost to deny the probability of the public incoms ar-,
riving ot the amount of the given estimate for the year 1790, were
noto coniented to resort to le guestions, which weve easily on~
swered. The mwﬁd[y less intricate; and as the.
Bonorable gentleman o?m'le to him had, in his remarks the preceding
day, Aimself admitted that the income had so inereased, [Mr.
Sheridan looked as if he thought the conclusion not fust) thoueh, by
Ais gesture, Ae scemed’ now to deny it -all that vemained for Aim to
say was, that motwithstanding it was ﬁnﬂu‘bkfor him to mtwa’kf::
the unforeseen circumstances which might arise to prevent it,
was every reason to believe, if matters went on in their ordi
course, that the expenditure would be reduced to that level.

Mr. SHERIDAN observed, that awaré{'that‘.as-‘-
sertion on the one side, contradicted by assertion on
the other, cduld prove mothing; he really had not

VOL, IL o '
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the ‘smallest 'inclination to have spoken that day,
until the right honorable gentleman thought proper
to deduee an argument from bis gesture. He beg-
ged the right honorable gentleman to understand
that he was by ne means ready to admis, that the
public income had increased beyond the estimate
for the year 1790, given in the report to the com-
mittee of revenue of 1786; and wpon taking the
ublic income upon an average of shree years back,
believed it would be found the fact was, that it
bad wet arrived even to the level of that estimate.
When the right honorable gentleman them stated
his expectation of extraordinary reseurces, he had
declared what he was not less williog te declare at
present, that the right honorable gentleman bad
oxer-rated them ; and if he came then to hotrow &
million, it proved that he did ever-rate them at the
time in question. The right honorable gentleman
had taken notice of his gesture; be was sorry he
had used any, as it had brought on a discussion
.which could answer no end. - Yet, upon the preced-
ing day, less than a gestore had been converted
inte an argument ;—his silence had been constroed
as an admission of the facts as stated by an bonor.
able gentleman opposite to him, and the Chancellor
_ of the Exchequer, who had both . directly contra-
dicted bim respecting his assertion, that in 1786 »
milfion had been borrowed by exchequer billa. The,
right honorable gentleman ia lofty lanEuzge.
and with a degree of petulance, demed that he
borrowed the million, since the report had been
- made by the committee of finance. In fact, the
right, honorable gentleman scemed extremely sore

Hare My. Pitt and other gentiomen sareastically amiled.
Mr. Sheridan said, if the right bonorable gen-

. tleman had no better resources than in the smiles

of his friends, he was poorly off; but neither laughter
vor sneers should prevent him from asserting that
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his silence did not ‘prove.'him in the wrong. ' The
fact ' was, as ‘gentlemen: might recollect, in 1785
the Chancellor of the Exchequer took credit for
two millions of ‘exchequer bills, and declared at the
time, that probably he should not have eccasion for
miore than one million ; in which ease, the bills for
the second million’ should not be issued. It turned
out 'that only’ dne million was issued in' 1785, and
i 1786 the Chancellor of ‘the Exchequeér so stated
it, and made the second million a part of that year's
ways and means: The million had, in substance}
if not *precilsl:l(ir and strictly, been borrowed since
the report: been’ made by thed rvevenue' com-
mittee. "There was one material part of his speech
the preceding" day, Mr. -Sheridan: said, of which
the right honorable: gentleman. had mot :thought
proper to take the smallest notice, and that was, hid
proposition for the- appointment of ‘an 'impsitial
commitiee' to examine’ the public 'aceounts,. and
make: their report upom: them. - He had himself
expressly declared, that he ‘would net ‘enter’inta
any discussion of the subject upon the preceding
day, because the debate which munst have arisen
would only have consisted of assertion on one hand,
and deniat on the- other, without the possibility of
affording convictionto any ; and because it would not
have been in their power to come at any thing like
proof, for waut of proper papers to refer ta. The
right honorable gentleman had chosen to understand
him, the preceding day, as if he had meant merely
to move certain resolntions; whereas the appoint-
ment of a fair. committee was his object; and if
such a committee were appointed, it would be for
the committee to examine the public accounts } and
be was sure it would end in a complete detectiom
of the delusion and fallacy of the righs honorable
gentleman, and a full justification ot what he had

advaneed. K

t.::Y'Iri. Steele vepeated his assertion that the addi?iﬁal williop of
excheguer bills was borrowced in 1785, and not in 1'86.
o 2
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-Mr. Sheridan answered, it was true that the ex-
chequer bills were voted in 1785, but they had not
"been added to the debt till 1786. The miserable
quibble under which the fact was attempted to be
concealed was this: in 1785 the Chancellor of the
Exchequer obtained a vote for two millions of ad-
ditional exchequer bills, one million only of which
(be. bad said) it was probable would be wanted;
but it would be proper to have the other million as
& reserve, in ease there should be occasion for it.
One million of these bills was kept in reserve ac-
cordingly ; they were unnecessarily issued in 1786,
"when the right honorable gentleman had resolved to
bring forward his new plan of finances, and 700,000/, -
of them actually remained unissued when the re-
Eort of the revenue committee was laid before the
ouse. ' o
" Thos muach, Mr. Sheridan added, that he felt
kimself obliged to remark, lest his silence should be
construed into an admission of the right honorable
gentleman’s statement.

My, Sterle obsereed, that the et of 1786,and what then passed,
Aad been 20 mis-stated and wnf that he could not sit quirtly in
kis place end et it without explanation. Mr. Steele then
stated & narvative of what had fallen from the Chancellor of the Ex-
chegquer in 1786, when the system of appropriating a million had been
first adopted:  The most esential part of this statement was, Mr.
ﬁ:ﬂsmﬂdmgthkzg,?jﬁz%ﬂﬂjﬂzﬂ:ﬁeﬂ

ix 1788, cxpressly said, that slthough ke expected to find arve-
ral : dd:’hmbkhi-:;dgouﬂb,ydudud
extraordinery wight ocexr, ke mizkt have occasion for
chndmwmﬁlbm:ﬂdkmld:g&qfnhgafh

ibly could. mur.sm.:'d.u:‘mfﬁ;u :;e‘,
there was wo ground for chargring kis vight homor :
aylh'ugbkc_féq. Mr.Stmk"rg'arer.Sﬁaihuﬂd
the kouse to the report of the Navy Boerd, on whick the Revemuc
Conunittee of 1786 had built that port of their report, and thenee
They would sex that the navy expenses hod not incrensed beyond what

Mr. Sheridan declared, that be never heard any
assertion with more astonishment than that of the
honorable gentleman who spoke last. He gave
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him as much credit as his recollection of a'speech,
delivered four years ago, could entitle him to ;. but;
without putting his memory against the honorable
gentleman’s,” it was utterly impossiblé_that:'the
Chancellor of the Exchequer could have'come .to
the house with a speech to contradict the report of
his committee, He averredthat in that report
there was not an idea thrown out about the proba-
bility of a future’loan. Was it to be ‘concluded
that the right honorable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) could
so far forget his object, as to say to the house;. that
perhan he might want a small sum of -a- million op
two, for the purpose of paying off three millions of
the national debt? "The right honorable gentleman
himself admitted the increase’ of the army to be &
ge'rman’ent' expense, He believed the navy esta-
lishment could not be diminished with a due regard
to the safety of the country.; but on that subject it
was not his intention to argue at present; if the
right honorable gentleman did not oppose his mo-
tion for appointing a committee of the house, :of &
different complexion from the former. They could
have the best information from Sir Charles Middle-
ton,” He added, that he would either on the morrow
or on Monday move for' some ‘papers which’ were

~ mecessary to be submitted to that commiittee, |
The Marquis of Graham imputed much of the mistonceplion which
appeared to have prevailed, to gentlemen confounding the statements
of the two lat years expenditure and income, with what the Com-
milter of Finance in 17688 had reported would be the state of the in-
come and expenditure at the .qﬁ the year 1790. The Marguis
stated what the committee of 1786 had gonsidered as likely to be the
peace establishment at the end gfﬂu year 1790, and what had been
the conduct of his vight honorable friend at the time when the repurt
was made.  He animadverted on the novel idea of & commities consti-
tuted like that which an honorable gentlemen { Mr. Sheridan ) had
described, of such as had neither been in office, nor had any expecta-
tion of being n office, mor desired to be in office.” The members who
twere on that committee ought (the Marguis conceived) o be sworn
iowsly to their sitting as commitice-men, as 2o the eatraordinary
Jact of their never desiring to be in office. o

s
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"Mr. Sheridan observed, that he could mot aveid
admitting the pleasantry with which the noble mar~
quis treated Bis proposition for an independent com«
mittes. - Notwithstandihg ‘the. noble margunis' had
humorously said, that the members nominated on
such a committee should swear, that they did nod
wish to be ih office; yet he had ne doubt there were
gentlemen in that howse, wha neither were in office,
nor wished ¢o be in office ; and who were competent
to the business in question. Did the noble marquis
mean to intimate that there were na gentlemen in
the house, excepting placemen, who were eapable of
examining and stating the resources and expendis
ture of the national finances?. He did not say the
same -committee had wilfully deceived the public;
but their conclusions certainly were uot justified by
éxperience ; and ‘therefore l{a thought himself at
liberty, without meaning to throw the smallest im-
putation on any member of that committee, to move
for 2 new inquiry into the state. of the public ac~
eounts. : : '

The Marquis of Craham defended his animadversions on the com:
mittee, by 'Etﬁcatnmmltyoj:ih ion of such »
comexitice ; und Be comsidered the proposition of mick & commitice a3
on indirect imputation on geutlemen in office ;—the sbvions i
being, that they swould abuse the trust which might be reposed in
them by the house, and report what they did not believe to be the
Jact. Such an imputation the Marquis considered as derogatory te
the dignity of the Aouse : and Ke declared that e felt it to be infu-
vious fo hieelf. :

Mr: Sheridan protested thbat he meant nothing
coarse or personal, and denied that it was a novel
thing %o have such a ¢ommittee. Asa proof of this,
be mentioned a committee which had beem ap-
pomted during the American war, and consisted
chiefly of country gentlemen. He did not like to
bave snch another committee as that of 1788, ber
cause, though be did not mean te charge them with
having done so intentionally, be ‘was of opinion
they had deceived the house and the pubhe. With
regard to a committee of gentlemen 1o office, Mr.
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Sheridan thought they svere liable toibé dess;earefal
in their inquiry ofter the: trath,, from a natural wish
4p find the most.fanorable sidé of the.question to.be
the fact,.than any other set of gentlémens: i ..iuy
 The guestion 'trow HE Tongth pt, “tind he Sesolutions Viad i m;l
e, and agreed tos: M, Pitl frase natice'of Ris intention o eve

dhe house on the X5tk to. go inty & eommilice, derconsider dhe dutics
payable on tobacco. :

o ValRESE T T wr g Tl ey
Mr. Sheridan wished fo know whether it was
Mr. Pitt’s intention on that day, to move any final
resolution on the subjeet.- He really thought that in
a question of s0.much importance,.at Ieast as much
previous notice should have been given to the mer-
whants and manuforturers of tobaceo, hashad been
given to the tealers in wine, when it 'was put under
the regulation of thé:exoivetaws 1114 -n .
LM, Ditt gunberel], that it Yo i Intention, on' the 131K, 10 slity
shegrbunds ansohick the proportion 'he had te bring Jorward wus
founded ;-and ofteraards.to swave tha sommitioe toagree €01 Yy >

RO L TN IV T

N N I Y
pro. SUNE 85

“1 REvorkbY combmionATIoN anify
Mr. SHERIDAN oebserved, -that an honorable bax
zonet (Sir William Dolben) disappreved of mixing
litics with religien; and anbther hanorable mems
er's. abjection . was, that there. -was alveady s coms
memoration of the Revolition, in what he called
the Liturgy...This appeaved rather a curioms-obs
jection. .With respect te keeping polities out wf the
church, he owased, that. in one niew it. should be soq
but, woald.it;be an unfit thing for the church to
acknewledge, that. ebligation, which . me mam. dis«
tod 60 be very great ead serious? He thought
that if there was eny one point which did the greats
est honor 4o the church, 1 was the chusch’s baving
beonthe chief cause of producing thet very Revolntion
wn which the bill went te establish the commemos
ration, . Ths endy: ohjection. swhich be liad beard
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'agaimt the bill,” that was of any weight, was that
‘of taking a day of the week for the commemoration,
ahd:maEing'_ -a- new holiday; but as the honorable

entleman, who brought in the bill, had expressed

imself willing to wave that point, and to take
either.. the  Sunday before the 5th of November, or
the: Sunday: nearest to the 16th of December, no
ground for opposition remained. - ‘ “

JuNe 24.
' 'TOBACCO BREGULATION BILL.

. -The vrder of the day for the second reading of this bill Aaving
been read, it u‘,fagfmfa{dgm i that the 1 b comomittodc

Mr. SHERIDAN observed, that he should not so
far trespass upen the patience of the house as need-
lessly fo prolong the debate, if that could be called &
debate, where objections only were offered from one
side, and not one word of answer was given on the
other.” He rose merely to make a single remark,
which was, that if the bill was committed for the next
day, whatever time might have been given to the to-
bacco traders and manufacturers to comprehepd the
clauses of the bill, parliamentary speaking, no time
had been allowed to the members of that house to
understand it. ‘The bill bad been brought n only
two days ago, and printed for delivery tEat day ; it
consisted of one hundred and twenty-five pages, and
no gentleman could, at s glance, wmprehend_ the
varioms bearings of a bill so important in its patare,
and s¢ complicated and extensive in its detail.—
Before it came into a commiitee, the members of
that house had a right to consider it, in all its parts,
to consult the manufactorers in person, and to ac~
quire a competent knowledge of the entire subject.
The right bonorable gentleman had boasted of his
having seen and conversed with the tobacco manu.
factarers of Scotland, London, and other places. If
he thought such communications absolutely neces-



1789.} = i 1201

sary, before he: héld himiself justified in stating the
principle and objectiof the bill to the: house, why:
should not the members' of .that house; be al!qw__ed_
~ time for equal preparation, and for the acquisition
of the same; extent , of intelligences Mr. Sheridany
therefore, hoped that the; right ho_no_rable gentleman
would not so hastily forward the bill, but, that having
had it read a second time that day, he would mot
press for the committee upon the ensuing day ; but
would give time for the petitioners to prepare their
icounsel, and to bring up theit witnesses, who were
now upon the road. "~ -~ o

" M. Pitt said, that Alderman Watson ond Mr. Sheridan had
stated that the frouds committed on the revemue in the article of
tobacco, amounted to no less o sum than from £300,000 to £500,000,
and the object of the bill was, to en to recover the greater

of that sum, by means of the excise laws, and by accommodati
them 1o that articl:) whick was universally "admitted o be "aﬁ .
article of taxation, ' To such a principle, the friends  of the public
credit ond of the public’ safely, ‘couid not : surely be' inclined to -
object. The worthy Magistrate over the way, and the honorable
gentleman who spoke last, had said, they thought that he- wished to
shrink from discussion, and to avoid it by precipitating the bill
through the copmnitiee.! -From such an impwtation he should appeal
2o the aober sense of the house, and ask them; when it was idered
that counsel were to be heard, and witnesses examined, and that. con-
sequently there was not a probability of their doing more than hear
them in part the next doy ! whether his being anrious to commence an
enquiry into the subject in the most circumstantial md regulofimant
ner looked like a wizsh to. avoid its fair discussion?: With regard te-
the honorable gentlemar's intimation, that it was necessary for him &
run about the toum to converse with the manufacturers of tobacco, }'
e really was in earnest, and’ seriously wished to learn in jon
Jrom them, the best mode of - hin' obtaining it would be for him ts
attend kis duty in that house the next doy, and lisien altentivelyi lo
the avguments and the evidence, |
'Mr. Sheridan ‘observed (in ‘answer to Mr. Pitt),

that he had said it was necessary to go intd' the com?
mittee for the ];‘urpt'gse‘ of enquiry, whereas he must -
know that-if the members ‘of that house were not
allowed time % read and understand the bill before *
they went into'a committee, the enquiry would an-
swer no purpose whatever." “Whether they were to
run about the town after the tobacco manufacturers,

Dt hpewd B0 e g
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as:the vight honorable gentleman had chesen to calt
it, was another matter. "But since he had risen
last, the worthy Magistrate behind bim had edded
another and 4. very strong objection; and this was
no less than a defiance to any member of that house,
A patticalar-description of it only excepted, to stand
up end declare that he -had read the bill. Surely
this was ‘an ‘unanswerable argument again#t pre-
cipitation. - - - : S

Mr. Pitt enavered, that with regard 1o the honorable gentionan's
argument of members not being prepared, the best would be to
attend the commitice. With respeet to the witnevees of the manufar.
turers bring upon the road, the manufacturers of London had ori-

ginaled the opposition to the bill, and would, most probably, produce
mm:mwumm&:a'nd tﬁgirin%kub

oppose the bill, they hed, by advertisement, in almost every
* mawspaper, given notice for full three weeks. He hoped that gentlc.
man wonld cttend the covmniltee, sohatever inconvenience to thomeloes

it might occasion ; and indeed when the advonced period of the
e St i e
wience of £

the bil?: mamnent longer than was -m.

. Mr.Sheridan replied, thaf with regard to the con~
venience of the house, he thought the right honor-
able gentleman would tonsult it more by giving
time for members to mnderstand the bill. Mr. She-
ridan was to answer Mr. Pitt, when be
was dﬂmgrg; the Chair to confine himself strictly
to explanation. Mr. Sheridan then said, that the

ight honarable gentleman bad attempted fo ridi.
l:fk his explanation ; to which, in explanation, he
wished to state, tbate:::le rigd'lll blcwarabk tierman's
argument was y ridicvlous. [Here a great
K;ﬁof the houree‘l{aughed.] Mz, Sheridan tesf;ed

is argument once more, and the house. calli
Chair! Chair!ﬁt: ‘which ery Mr. Pitt joizft, ;;l
the Speaker thereu in desinng , that Mr.
Bheri wounld cogtﬁ,:e alagiatmell' _ta explanation,
Mr. Sheridan answered, that he wonld take care
that in fature the right honorable gentleman should
be as strictly congned to explanation, when he
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spoke @ second time, as'he had been.' Mr. l’itt’
bowed, and sat down.

mwwﬂﬂmordmdtobemmumdforthmm. "t

JIJNE 25

cre R AR

 REFORM .OF ROYAL: soo'rcn BURGHS, |

Mr. SHERIDAN, advertmg to “the case of tbe‘
royal Scotch burghs, begged.leave to remind the
house that the bill for brin mg in of which he de-

signed to move ‘was precisely ‘of that nature which
the house had given leave fo bave introduced in a
former session of parliament ;' and 'ad he understood-
there was no ‘objection to’ the principle of ‘it, and
that those who meant to'oppose the bill, lntended to
make their stand at the secon& reading, it was un-
necessary for him t6 trouble the honse with more than
a very few words, just to staté that the conduct of tha
town coun¢ils of the several royal burghs of Scotland,
as it now prevailed, was not more contradictory to
therr original ‘charter than! rei)ug"nant to every oné
of those principles of justice'and rdpnetj 'to which
men, ‘of a delegated ij'rust’ ‘ought strld‘l_y to adhere.
On the second réading of the. bill he would fully
State the- objects ‘'of it, and thE ‘reasons wh t'he
neans of attaining these objects which the bill pro<
vided, ‘were by him deemed such as the house ought
to adop't ; for-the present he conmdefed it a8 suffi-
tlent to move, ' h

" % That leave be’ given to bﬁng in & bill' for re;

lating thé internal ovemment of the royal burghs
m Scotland.™ & J & )

Mr Dundas rcmarkcd that, r Uf“"lﬁ“m m
. ke sthould now. only dcclare uheuaucr the honorable

mcfmwdwrthhummsfor thin the bill advis.
wbla, ndtiafimhoumgbymdmiamk::g

the oanstitutions of the royal burghs of Scotlomd, which had comtinucll
winterruptedly -cver since the year 14003 s whataugm not do
continue ; hcwouldbem@ bmgﬂhurmjwﬁjﬂ‘mngmua
hopmuﬁmﬂnmabkgmlmm ndycct.
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Noped, therefore, that the Aonovable gentleman would name a precise
day for the scond reading, and keep to that day when he hod named
st, that the bill nright not be kept hanging in the wind as & matler
IN TERROREM. C co .
Mr. Sheridan answered, that the right honorable
and learned gentleman had no occasion to be in such
very great haste, because he ought to recollect
that they had waited a good while for him, while he
was canvassing in Sco and‘.r '

1

REVOLUTION 'COMMEMORATION BILL.

- Mr. Sheridan 'agreed completely with the hos
norable gentleman (Mr. J, I‘{:Browne), that the
fittest time to establish a commemoration of the
Revolution was, when parties, otherwise opposite,
concurred in endeavoring which should best: com-
memorate that important event. :But he differed
from the worthy baronet (Sir Joseph Mawbey) in
one respect, because, so far from thinking the gen-
tlemen on the other side would not subsacribe to
their column, they reckoned on their subscribing
largely, as they were, ready to subscribe to their
thapksgiving ; but from what the honorable baronet
had said in %avor of their column plan, should there
be a deficiency, they bad now learnt that they might
look up to him for large resources. With regard
to the trouble the bill would give the parsons, when
it was considered how essentially benefitted the
church had been by the Revolution, it surely could
not be improper to oblige the ministers of it once a
year to put themselves, as well as their congre-
gations, 1n mind of that event, from which the
church had derived sach very important advantages.
As to whether the wording of the preamble shoold
stand, as the amendment had been first ﬂro

by an honorable gentleman near him, or whether it
should run « That God's providence upon the vir-
tuous efforts of our ancestors, &c. &c.”” Mr. 8he-
ridan  said, appeared to him to be a matter of
immaterial signification ; and the contending about
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such a irifle, reminded him, if it were not thought
too ludicrous-a comparison:for theoccasion, of what
Dogberry said in Shakespeare’s play of ¢ Much
Ado about Nothing,” when in the examination of
Conrade ‘and Borachio, hé says, « Wrifé God first ;
for God defend, but‘fGod ‘should’ go before such
villains.” " S

' The bill was directed to be veported o the 29th.
o ."a'.w‘ . TR

&

‘ !J’anm.b ’.‘.\-'-'l'.;'.’;f( i
BILL FOR REGULATING ROYAL SCOTCH
7 BoROUGHS. T v
. Mr.SHERIDAN brought in this bill for regulating
the royal Scotch boroughs,: which 'was read a first
time, and upon motion ordered to.be read a second
time. _ ' } _
- 'Sir James Johnstone declaving that much reform was wanted in
Scotland, but in o variety of particulars that reform which the bill
held out was needless; and, therefore, unless the. honorable gentle-
man would say, that he introduced the bill mevely to amuse the house,
and did mean seriously to urge it, he would count the house. '
Mr. Sheridan assured the honorable baronet, that
he had not brought in the bill merely to amuse the
house, -but with a serious intention 'of - endeavoring
to get it passed into a law, - He hoped, therefore,
that the honorable baronet would not put an end to
it, and interrnpt the other important. business of the
day, by counting the bouse. "If the worthy barcnet
could prove that the grievance complained of did
not exist, let him come to the point, and do &0 on
the second reading. The petitioners for the bill
. were ready to prove every fact which the bill stated
as an existing evil. oo

Sir James Johnstone answered, that he understood it was not
usual to put an end to a bill in the tway that he had proposed ; and,
therefore, the honorable leman might continue to amuse himaclf
and the house with the bill some few days longer. , . -

£
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' POBACOO REGULATION BILL,

M. Sﬂerida',n_ observed that, considerin% the grea~
ness of the subjeet, it was extremely to be lamented,
that it had been brought forward so near the close
of the session, when unfortuately so much of the
essential business of the session was before the bouse.
In so thin a house, the bill conld not meet the st~
tention which its importance deserved; and, there-
fore, as gentlemen did not like the trouble of at-
tendance to hear the examination of witnesses, he
wished that the right. honorable gentleman (Mr.
Pitt) would allow the evidemce of each day to be
printed, day by day, that the members of the house
might have an opportunity of knowing what passed,
ang enable themselves fully to understand tge sub-
ject, before it became necessary to vote upon it. .
M, Pitt edmitted, that it would be cxceedingly idle to attempt
o pass & bill of mch impevtance o the revemus, soithout i
ot least 4o Aave it perfectly anderstood. He Aad some doudt, Aow-
ever, as fo the icty of printing the evidencs, doy by day, be-
emwee, a1 & good deal of mew light 1oes frequently sbtained by croes-

Been crom-cxamined, He had wo objection o prm:ldgtkcm
a5 fast m the cxmnination of aach witness was concluded ; or o0 as to
give vary mfficient tm{:'jdm to make themecines masters of
i, Pefore the report was sade. -

Mr. Bheridan answered, that the right honorable
gentleman’s mode of printing the evidence would
equally satisfy him.

: : T —— |
JoLy &

NEWSPAPER DUTY 'BILL )
On coming 1o the clewx vestricting navsen Inding out
sewspapers Lo read for kire, M. Piaimd-g:tdit .
" Mr. SHERIDAN eousidered it as a principle too
erroneous to be introduced merely for the sake of an
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advantage so extremely trivial. He wasa friend to
newspapers, - not merely because they blazened forth
the virtues of the present- administration, buf be-
cunse they proclzimed their actions, He was glad
they would state that there Wwas so thin an attend-
ance when the most fmportant business 'was 'before
the house. * He accused the Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer as the causd of! the thin attendanee, by’ wil-
fully and systematically putting off the public busi.
ness ' till ‘that ' petiod of the’ session.. The right
honorable gentleman' had said,! that those who let
oat newspapers' derived two parts of their livelihood
from newspapers, ‘the one for ‘their loan; the other
from their sale; and, thevefore, the" clause’ would
not take away their livelihood, 1t would neverthe-~
less take away one part of their livelihood. It was
soothing one set of men for.oppressing them, by op-
pressing another ; and as the hawkers and pedlars
were sacrificed to thé shopkeepers, so now the
newsmen were to be sacrificed to the newspaper
printers. Mr. Sheridan déeclared himself against the
tax tself, which he thought 'injudicious, beciuse it
would be unproductivé.: He lamented the abuse of
the press, but thought that it should not ba checked
in such a mawnner. The laws of this country afe
forded every man who was injured by the press
ample redress, and it ought not to be in the power of
Ministers, by unreasonable impositions, to load it
g0, as effectually to prevent its exercise.. . The addis
tional tax on advertisements was highly injudicious,
and would prove a loss rather than an advantage to
‘the revenue, It waa not the casnal advertisers, such
as the want of a horse, the sale of a chaise, the loss
of 2 watch, who were to be looked up to; hut the
staple advertisers, the ‘auctioneers and baoksellers ?
the latter allotted a. given sum for advertising ac-
eording to the price of the book ;: and if; by i
creasing the charge of each advertisement, the

given sum weuld. pay for so many advertisements
shart of . whot. it would do formerly, the pevenwt
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must, consequently, lose in proportion as the num-
ber of advertisements diminish,

- Colonel Phipps kaving remarked, that if the Ronorable gentlomen

would take the trouble to read one of the newspapers of the ensuing
" day, ke would perceive that his arguments demm{; then been
answered before he entered the house, and contended that the increase of
duty on the advertisements would not decrease their number,

Mr. Sheridan answered, that he would certainly
“.Jook the next day to that miraculous paper the
honorable gentleman talked of, but he did not be-
fore know that the Hibernian journal was printed in
London; and no other paper he should have con-
ceived wounld bave mage him answer arguments
which he had never heard.

The committee divided ; ayes 20 ; noes 9;
-
Jury 6.

REFORM OF THE ROYAL SCOTCH BURGHS.

Sir James Johnson observed, that asthe reform offered by the pre-
sent bill soes by no means wanted, ke should object te its com-
smitment. There were gricvances in Scotlend, bt the constitutions
of the royal burghs were not ameng the sumber. They had no smili-
tia, mor any trial by jury. If & man committed high treason, he
smist be tried by the Scotch lmos, which were diffarent, in several e
‘sential respects, from those of Englond. Another circamstance was
with regard te the qualification aﬂdiamu:ﬁ&ghd,a
/ ifcation ; laond, wone wos ne-
ceaary 3 o that if a justice in land committed an inmocent man
to prison, he couid oltain & ly ; in Scotland, mo remedy conld
be A Sﬁ‘Jm:zadﬁler.Shaidm,M man

J public, should be accomntable for that
mcy,admmllm"guemto:f”pz lk&-}l{;

the cxdl e
WMMJ -mugﬁﬂ-hwwmammw'
by the conrt of sension ; end after the winth determination, en ‘
soas brought before the Rowse of lords, which they reversed. it
Jollowed, that few persons were likely to outlive their lewenits, unlcsy
at the commencement of their litigations, they were in & stalc of vige-
rous Aealth,

Mr. SHERIDAN declared, that he ente_rta'ined.so
high an opinion of the benevolent and patriotic prin-
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~eiples of the honorable baroriet, ds’ to tést’ assiiréd
that he would not oppose ‘any' measure which he
thought calculated to answer the end of civil liberty.
-The: honorable baronet -thought' the ‘grievances
‘which' the bill wént to reémedy, were only imd-
‘gibary; but he had stated a variety of other griev-
ances which he knew fo exist with respect to Scot-
dand in generil ; and which, instead of being an argu-
-ment against the bill, afforded a strong presumption,
that the grievances of which' the promoters’ of ‘the
ibill complained existed also. - Hé hoped, therefore,
the honorable baronet wonld suffer the bill to'go to
& ‘committee, “whére” alone he counld be satisfied b

-proof, that grievances which he é¢onceived to be ima-
. -ginary did exilt, and called loudly for redress.——
Before entering on the bill, he would say a few
words of the petitioners,- and-the manner in which
ithey had proceeded. The business had been taken
-up, four years ago, by persons of the first credit
-and respectability in the’ different boroughs; and
conducted since that time with peculiar temper and
perseveranee: - 'They had corresponded, they had
met and constlted on the most ‘constitutional mode
of applying for redress; they had resorted to no

" improper or: inflammatory means. . ‘This, surely,

was not the conductof bad subjects, or men who
were enemies t0 regularity and good government,
‘Of fifty-six borougbs,. fifty-two had concurred in
- the application to parliament ; and of these, all the
burgesses, -but those who were in the practice of
nbuse, and derived a benefit from it. Their petition, -
-signed by nine thousand persons, certainly proved
that they complained justly, and they wished only
for an opportunity of eubstantiating their complaints.
The first object of the bill ‘was, to provide a remedy
for the want of a judicature, before which the ma-
-gistrates should be compelled to produce their ac-
‘counts ; and the second, was to prevent the magis-
trates from electing their own body, ene set at pre-
sent chusing enother in regular succession, '[he
YOL. 11, P
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consequence of this abuse was a waste of public
money, an oppressive exercise of usurped power, and
arbitrary impositions arbitrarily Jevied by imprison~
ment and other penalties, These were natural con-.
sequences. Whenever there was power without
responsibility, there would be abuse. This was the
or£nary course of things, and he wished it not
to be otherwise, but to stand as an important lesson
.to mankind, not to grant power, without establish-
ing the means of punishing the misuse of it. On
this obvious principle, the abuses in the internal
government of the g)cots boroughs were easily traced
to their source; the perpetuity of the same junto of
magistrates, and the burgesses baving no meana
of redress. or control. orty of the charters,
copies of which were before the house, contained
.clauses favorable to the rights of the burgesses, and
ouly five to the assumed rights of the magistrates;
-therefore, no innovation was proposed. The char-
ter of Stirling bad been newly modelled by Mr.
Pauandas, in the manner which he conceived to be
-inost advantageous, The plan established for
Stirling was very nearly the same with that now
proposed for the other boronghs; and what the
}:amed and right honorable gentleman had thought
- good, for one, be must, if Lhe acted consistentlﬁv,
approve of for the whole. He was ready to make
out as strong a case, and to prove abuses as flagrant
as had been the ground of reforming the borough of
-Stirling. The honorable baronet bad admitted,
- that the magistrates cught to account for the publie
money ; yet, there was no judicature before which
they could be called to account; neither by the
Court of Session, the Exchequer, nor the Conven-
tion of Delegates. The latter, indeed, would be
a very imperfect remedy, if it existed; for, it was
. not to be sapposed that those who were in tl:lrru-
tice of abuse themselves, would be very ready to
pronounce against those who were similarly
cnsed. 1o prove that the Exchequer had no juris.
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diction, Mr, Sheridan read an opinion of the court,
solemnly ‘disclaiming” it or "a ‘tase” brought' before
them ; and 'declared, that he was 'ready to joiu
‘jssue with those gentlemen who oppoused the bill, en
the single: point, that no 'competent judicature to
that effect existed in Scotland. Tt ‘was not neces-
sary to waste time in debating on' the subject; gens
tlemen might make themselyes masters--of it, by
reading the publications respecting it, which were -
written in a very able manner on' the part of the
reformers, and had not been, in any -degree, an>
swered by their opponents. These not depending on:
hypothetical argument, but founded on- facts, and
confirmed by proofs, would convihce any person
who took thetrouble of perusing thém with atten-
tention, that the grievances complainéd of* were not
imaginary, .and that the remédy: proposed was not
an innovation, but’ agreeable to the ancient rights
and privileges of -the boroughs, Was the case
otherwise, it would become the wisdom of parliaz
ment to extend to Scotland those advantages of ‘the
constitution of England, which it did not possess
by itS'own.r,-’..';"w-" " Foa et R
- " Sir James Johnson obstroed, that the Court % Exchequer found
that it possessed no jurisdiction over the boroughs, by a majority of
-one judge only, after exercising it two hmujref years.. . -

fr. Dundas vemarked, that the honorable gentleman who had
taken upon himself the task of reforming the royal burghs of Scot-
land, had lately argued the i iety of bringing forward busi-
ness of public tmportance ot 20 zte a period of the session. On this
ground, he took it for granted, that he was not serious in the pro-
position he Rad submitied to the house ; and that the grievances com~
plained of were not of such an important nature, as to claim much of
the attention of parlioment. It was not a little remarkable, that
though there appeared,- occasionally, a considerable difference of
political opinion among those gentlemen w)wreframttd thenorthern
port of the kingdom, yet, none of them could be found to espouse the
cawse of reform ;: bul forgetting the animosities of g‘arty, they had

rgesses

confe ed orlﬁtim*pmq'oppnuin the poor of Scot-

land. - The ﬁfnwmb gentleman (Mr. siﬁd!;) had therefore beem

selected ax the champion who was to vescue them from the ;

under which they had & long labeured ; but, as ke could not acy

quire his knowledge of the subject from local acquaintance with the

eountry, a long catalogue of tke;"mppmd grievances had been
o L3
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published for the honorable gentleman's fnformation ; end he nons
came forward with one simple proposition, the object of which wai
to overturn and ;zml the whole constitution of the royal burghs ¢
Scotland, established for four hundred years.

Mr. Sheridan requested the indulgence of the
bouse, while he made a few observations on the very
unfair and illiberal manner in which the right ho-
norable and learned gentleman (Mr. Dundas) bad
argued the question. Mr. Sheridan here empbati
cally said, that as he intended, on a fulure occasion,
to adopt the idea suggested, of moving for a coms
mittee of enquiry, he would not then insist on di-
viding the bouse; but he would assure the right
hoporable and learned gentleman, that relying on
the ability, the spirit, and perseverance of those
who did him the bonor of entrusting their cause to
him, no exertion of his should be wanting to ac~
complish the great object which he bad in view.
The right honorable and learned gentleman had,
very uncandidly, thrown out hints, as if he was not
serious in the cause; and that he had taken it up
for no other reason but to court popularity. It had
been the usual language of that house to impute no
otber motives to gentlemen, than what their actions
justified. Perhaps, the right honorable and learned

entleman judged of him from bis own practice.
%Ie assured bim, however, that he was not am-
bitious of having statues erected to commemorate
his labours ; but be should always lend his aid to
the removal of oppression, come from what quarter
it might. It would be a fortonate circumstance, if
the right bonorable and learned gentleman, as the
Minister of Scotland, enjoying as be did the confi-
dence of the right honorable gentleman (Mzr. Pitt),
would employ a little of his influence, in endeavour-
ing to extend the blessings of civil liberty, instead
~ of parliamentary jobbing and political imtrigue,

Mr. Sheridan admitted that the business of the re-
form had been delayed to a later period of the ses-
sion than he could have wished ; but if from that
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circomstance the right honorable and learned gens
tleman argued that he was not serious, what opinion
must he entertain of his right honorable friend near
him, (Mr. Pitt), who, at the same period of the
session, had brought forward a subject of so much
. magnitude and importance as 8 general excise on
tobacco? To those who contended that the griews
ances of which he complained were imaginary, the
best enswer he could give was, that all he desired
was to be permitted to go into a proof of themj;
and for that purpose, if it was judged too late to
undertake it in the present session, he certainly
would bring forward that question early in the next.
Ay to the parliamentary reform, to which the right
honorable and learned gentleman had slluded, he
ought, with one Zeno, to bave mentioned one Wil
liam Pitt, and one Duke of Richmond, advocates
for that salutary measure. The case of the burgh of
Stirliug, Mr. Sheridan eonsidered as an ananswet-
able argument in his favour; and if the right hos-
norable and learned gentleman bad no desire to en-
quire into the success of his own good works, he
would venture to inform him, from authority, that
the town of Stirling, in ity trade and manufactures,
had still the benefit of its new constitution, and it
comprehended nearly all that he desired: He was
not surprised that he should object to annual elec-
tions; he believed that it would be more cansonang
to his political opinions, if the magistrates and eoups
cils were to be elected for life ; and ta prevent that
dissipation and debauchery which he had mentioned
as the evil consequences of a general election, he had
not a doubt, but to obviate these evils be wonld
give his consent to a pérpetual parliament. As to
the annnal amount of the revenues of the Lurghs,
though one hundred thousand puunds might mot
appear to be a very large sum in the eyes of the
right honorable and learned gentleman ; )ty amount,
and value ought to be estimated from its relatjon tq
the general source of the whole, and in’ propaortion
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as they were scanty, that, in his opinion, was an
additional reason to put an end to the abuse and
mismanagement of the little they Ipossesaed. The
right honorable and learned gentleman was mis.
‘taken, if he imagined, that because he opposed the
bill, he should have the members for Scotland on
his side. He was happy to find the sentiments of
many of those gentlemen favorable to the bill, and
he had not a doubt of their support. Mr. Sheridan
said, that in alluding to the annoal 'convention of
delegates, he did not mean to reflect on any of
them individually ; but as that assembly was chosen
by those who were accused of delinquency, the[y,
by having a common burgh interest, were certain ﬁ
not the fittest persons to enquire into abuses, whic
it wag their interest to conceal. He concloded with
declaring his sincere conviction of the truth of
every fact he had stated; and if on a future day,
he should be so fortumate as to prevail in the cause
which he had. undertakepn, that day he should
consider as one of the proudest and happiest of
his life. '

Mr. Dundas answered, that chen the honorable gentleman firdt
mentioned to him his intention of moving the bill, he had informed
e Tk el

» [
the facts complaincd of. howorable gentleman had told kim,
ihat il would not be candid in him to (ake that limofomctim;
when ke kad ied, that he coricinly should, end ke now
opposcd it ngly.

The question for committing the bill was megatived withowt & di-
=aon.

JuLy 10.
. MOTION FOR A COMMITTEERE OF PINANCE. -

- Mr. SHERIDAN now rose and introduced the
points which led to his intended motion for a com-
mittee of finance, with the remark, that consider-
ing the importance of the business, on the discus-
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sion of which he was about to enter; he felt that"
he ought to have submitted it to the house at‘an
earlier period of the session, when a fuller attendance
of members might have been expected; and thoseé”
who did attend, might have been more disposed:-
to bestow on it that degreé of attention, ‘which an
inquiry of so much importance to themselves, their
constituents, and the nation at large, demanded.
That he bad not done so, was owing' to a right hod "
norable gentleman, (Mr. Pitt) who, according'to
his usual custom, had deferred opening the budget;
till a period of the session, which he thought likely"
to render any subsequent examination of his own
statement of the finances impracticable.” Aften
this and other mecessary steps of 'moving for
papers and ‘accounts had -been taken, yesterddy
was fixed on as the day; and he had ¢ome down’
with his head full of figures a few minutes: after’.
four, but, unfortunately, the Speaker had entered’
into @ previous calculation; and finding ‘& deficid
of members, 2 deficit- which Le -could not help
thinking ominous of a deficit in the finances; he'
executed his duty, and adjourned the house. - The'
surplus of members, now he was speaking, was not,
great—he was afraid the surplus of the-revenue’
would be less. By the delay of a few days, which
he had agreed to, that the Chancellor of the Ex<'
chequer might uot be deprived of ‘the assistance of
his right honorable friend (Mr. Grenville) who had-
been chairman of the committee of accounts in 1786,
some advantage had been obtained, inasmuch asg’
it had given time to move for additional papers to
correct the errors of those for which he had for-
merly moved. He could not, however, see the
reason why the Chancellor of the Exchequer should
have been so anxious for the assistance of hisright -
honorable friend, since any other member of the

committee might bave been able to explain 'and =

defend the report; and since the Chancellor of the
Exchequer himself, who had adopted the princi~



216 [sury 10,

Eles and the calculations of the report, might have
en supposed to be fully master of what he had
thus made his own, and capable of refuting any.
objections that could be urged against it. Had the
budget been opened,-as it certainly might have-
been, before the Speaker was voted into the chair, .
the. Chancellor of the Excheqner must have been:
deprived of the -assistance of bis right honorable .
friend, whe must bave remained mate and im-
maveable in the chair, like a magician tired of his-
own spell; without the power of succouring his:
friend, whatever might have been his distress, or
however londly he had invoked his aid. The right-
honorable gentleman was now advanced from the.
dignity of Speaker, to quote the language of a-
noble marquis near him, to the higher di%nity of
Secretary of State; and pot only to that, but also
to the post of Deputy Chancellor of the Exchequer..
His. right honorable friend, taking example from
the. Upiversity which he represented, conceived
there ought to be a Chancellor of the Exchequer
to enjoy all the honor and the patronage of the
office; and a Vice-Chancellor, to take upon him .
the labor and the drudgery of iovestigating ae~
counts. , Mach as be respected the abilities of the
right bonorable gentleman who bad been so earn-
estly called to office; he was not afraid to encouns
ter them on the present occasion. Standing as be
did on figures and fair indisputable calculation, he
dreaded not the opposition of tbe firet abilities,
whether separate or conjoined. _

- Upon this eccasion, he should assume as a lead-
ing - principle, what. he sopposed would not be
denied ;—-that the state of the finances ought to be
fally examined. and fairly made knowa fo the
ceuniry; that in eorder to confirm in the minds of
the people that confidence in the legislatare, wbich
alone could make them cheerfully submit o the
burdens impesed wpol. them, they ought to be
made acquainted with the full extent of the public.
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debt, revenue, and expenditure ;-and, instead of bex
ing imposed by flattering prospects and temperizing
projects, have their true situation, at once, laid.
before them. : Xf it shonld be maintained that there:
ought to be delusion, that thespeople, to be induced:
to bear, must never be permitted to judge’; what he
had te offer would be impertinent. ‘But if it ‘was
once admitted there ought to be a public investiga~
tion of the public revenue, there counld he no diffi-.
culty in' repeating that sort of inquiry which had:
been made before; examining how far former cal~
culations had been verified by experience; and ma-i
king, if necessary, & mew statement of the publie:
resources, and the public expenditure.: He did not:
propose to do this, because, he thought the .result:
of the enguiry would afford cause for despandenced
The resources of the country, he was persnaded,:
were more than equal to its burdens; the ounly
danger was in shunning enquiry; in endeavoring tor
gloss over the one, and neglecting to draw forth ther
other... .. He did not mean to ascribe the least blame:
tp the Chancellor of the Exchequer, for endeavorin

te begin the liquidation of the publie debt in 1786
what be blamed was, that when he came to wind
up the expenses of the war, he had not fortitudes
and candor to state the account fairly. : At the end:
of 8 war,-which, though expensive and partly an~
successful, had been glorious—which had displayed;
the power and resources of the nation—~which hadr
exhibited it:contending against the nnited force of.
France, Spain, and Holland ; repelling their ate:
tacks, and scattering their fleets; the peoplé had:
Intrepidity end ~ patriotism enough to look :theiv:
true - situatiop in. the face, and to submit to-
taxed necessary to maintain 8 peace establishs
ment, pay the interest of their debts, and pro-:
vide 8 surplus for their gradual lignidation.. Bug'
when they found, after being told that they had-
such 'a surplus, snd after four years of - profound;
peace, that instead of reducing their expenses, they:
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must bear new taxes to pay the interest of fresh
loans~—they ‘must lose all confidence in the right
honorable gentleman, in whom their confidence
had been so gratuitous and unbounded—they must
lose all confidence in the government—all confi-
dence in their own representatives, and look upon
themselves in the light of being deceived, and op-
Eressed. Grasnting that a change of administration

ad taken place, on an occasion when, they all re.
collected, it was generally expected ;——what would
have been the effect of this deception P~~The people
had been told that they had an annual million sor-
plus; they were incessantIK told, he would not say
from authority, but by all the ministerial prints, that
they might look for another million surplus; and
the delusion was still further increased by the wi-
nister himself, who bad repeatedly said, that an
extraordinary, and unforeseen expense of 600,000
would be defrayed without any extraordinary snp-
ply: - This sum, in four years, was only 150,000/
a year; and to compare the revenue of a nation,-
with that of an individual ;—if a person, with an
estate of 16,000 a year, should not be able to bear
an unforeseen expense of 150L a year, bis expenses
must be very ill accommodated to his income, or he
must be a2 very bad economist. Buch, however,
was the case:—when the Chancellor of the Exche-
quer stated this sam as of the expenses of the
year, he had never said that an extraordinary sop-
ply would be wanted on account of it. On the con-
trary, he bad remarked, he was happy to find that
no extraordinary supply would be necessary ; which’
meant, if it meant any thing, that the revenue was
sufficient to provide for this sum and the surplus
million also. Suppose then a change of ministry
to have taken place, the Duke of Portland to have
been appointed First Lord of the Treasary, and
Jobn Cavendish to have testified bis zeal for the
public service, by undertaking the office of Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer, and ta bave come to par-
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liament to propose a' loan for this extraordinary
expense, and taxes to pay the interest, as his first
official act; what would bhave been the conses
quence? Nothing would bave heen heard but cla~
mor.—< Mr. Pitt,” it would have been echoed from:
one end of the kingdom to the other, “ kept: up
ublic credit, and provided a surplus; these mew
gorrow-money, lay taxes, and squander the revenue
by anticipation.” Had they done what it would
have been their duty to do ;— had they stated, once:
for all, the true situation of the finances; borrowed-
whatever sums it might have appeared necessary!
to borrow, and imposed taxes to pay the interesty
the clamor against them would bave:been much
greater.. Had they done, on the other band,: what
some people would have thought more for. theirs
own convenience; had they temporized with the
state of the finances; bad they eked them out by:
expedients, and thereby continued the delusion ; ther
deception must have gone on till it was too gross to
be .concealed—the bubble must have burst at last;
and -all confidence in parliament would bave beew
lost. . . SR , . .- .
. After this exordinm, which Mr. Sheridan con~
tended was not extraneous matter; he stated the:
four propositions, in fact, founded upon the report
of the select committee. They were in substanceas
follows :— o : L e
That the report of .the committee, appointed: i
1786, to examine and state the several accounts
relating to the public income and expenditure ; and:
to report the probable amount of the income and
expenditure in future, does not appear to have been
founded in fact, nor verified by experience. - '+
. That for the three last years, the expenditure has
exceeded the income two millions, and may be ex~
pected to do so for three years to come, e
That no tngreﬂs has hitherto been made in thd.
reduction of the public debt. ‘ :

‘That there is no ground of rational .ex.pect'ation.:
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that any progress can be made without a consider-
able increase of the annual income, or reduction of
the expenses.

- The first circumstance to be considered was—
Did the report of the committee, and the Chancel-
lor of the E;chequer. who adopted all the calcula-
tions and all the reasoning of that report, hold ont
the expectation, that after 1786 there would be no
necessity for a loan? Anbonorable gentleman (Mr,
Steele) had asserted, on his recollection, that the
Chancellor of the Exchequer did not thus ealcu.
late and reason; but that he stated the probability
of a loan of one or two millions. Mr. BSheridan
eontended, that the right honorable gentleman had
asserted that he would, by taxes, and regulations
of taxes, make the revenue equal to the expendi-
ture, including the million surplus for the reduction
of the public debt. He would not, however, argue
from memory, but refer to the internal evidence of the
report, The report stated what might be expected
to be the amount of the annual income and expen-
diture ; also what might be expected to be the
amount of the extraordinaries: not, indeed, of the
army, the navy, or the ordnance, (these were be-
neath the notice of the committee) but of the mis-
cellaneous services. They had erred, however, in
their calculations, as appeared by the event, to the
amount of 600,000/, The report next stated the
extreordinary means; and on & comparison of the
one with the other, concluded with this observa-
tion :—Upon the whole, your eommittee conceive
that the means of defraying the expenses exclusive
of the average ineome above stated, may be ex-
pected to be sufficient for the purpose.” 1o consi-
dering the estraordinary means, the committee bad,
-moreover, adverted to a loan, slthough they bad
computed the extraordinary services, till the year
1790, at three millions, which, he eontended, woald
amoant to twelve; and having adverted to it, had
stated their remsons for thinking it would mot be
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necessaty. It was, therefote, obvidus, that:after
having had it in their contemplation, they had laid
aside the idea of a loan, when they:stated the ex<
traordinary. receipt as equal to the' éxtraordinary
expenditure. ‘Of these fancied resources, the crown
lands and mnclaimed dividends bad produced noi
thing. . He did not mean to argue that they ought
to have been productive, but only to blame the fal.
lacy of holding forth visionary ideas of revenue;
end calculating -on them as real. 'T'he concludin
patagraph of the report went still farther:—at
stated, ‘that the then subsisting taxes, if the due
collection could be enforced by means adequate to
the purpose, woald probably afford an aorple provi.
ston for any deficiencies which ‘might at any times
" be found, either in the extraordinary resources, or in
the icalars ‘which compose the general income
of the public; and would insure a permatient an-
nual surplas, applicable to the reduction of the na.
tional debt. There was not. only provision for all
extraordinary expenses and unforeseen deficiencies,
but an exuberance of revenue ; after stating which,
it was impossible that the committes could have
held forth the idea of & loan, or that the Chancellor
of the Exchequer, when he adopted the report
thronghout, could have said that a loam 1o any
amount was probable. A loan, however, had ac-
tually taken place, and so far the calculation of the
committee had failed. -
. 'The committee bad estimated the annual income,
exclusive of the land and malt tax, at 12,794,4711,
‘The Chancellor of the Exchequer had stated it, for
the last year, and as what it was likelﬁ to amount to
in future, at 13,007,642l. and had asked him, with
an air of triumph, if he did not admit that the
estimate of the committee had been, wot only veri<
fied, but exceeded P—Had this been the fact? the
roduce of the first year, after their calculation;
Ead fallen 300,300l. short of it. kle was aware
he :should be told this had beea an extraordinary
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year, and that the customs had fallen short on ac.
count of the commercial treaty being then in agita.
tion. This was a fair argument witﬁ regard to that
year: if it was improper for him to argue from
a - year particularly unfavorable, so was it for
‘the Chancellor of the Exchequer to calenlate
on any one year particularly favorable. . The
committee had turned their backs on an ave.
rage of several years, which was the only true
ground of estimate ; and the Chancellor of the Ex.
chequer rested his estimate on the produce of the
last year. Rejecting an average, was the blunder
of the committee ; and the Chancellor of the Exche~
quer now copied their example. They calculatcd on
another; and both of them were favorable. If they
meant to take an average of two years ounly, the year
preceding and the year following the commercial
treaty, were the proper years ; because as much as
the customs were injured by the expectation of it the
one year, so much would they naturally be increased
the year after it took place ; as every man who de-
layed completing his stock of brandy or French
wine, in the hope of importing at a reduced duty,
would import so mach tﬁe more as soon as the duty
took place. The commercial treaty, however, had
now 1ts full operation on every branch of the re-
venue ; and if the average of the last three years
were taken, it would appear that the produce was
about 30,0001 less than it had been calculated by the
committee. The net produce of customs, excise,
stamps, and incidents, from the 5th of Janusry, 1788,
to the 5th of January, 1787, was 12,359,555L ;
from 1787 to 1788, 12,923,134 ; from 1788 to 1789,
13,007,642L. ; the average of whichwas 12,773,443L ;
deficient, as he had stated, about 30,000k ; and the
same would be the case, whether reckoned from Ja-
nuary to January, or from April to April. This
deficiency was not great, but it was not the whole
deficiency. 'The committee calcalated on the then
subsisting taxes, and since that time, some open, and
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much greater elandestine additions, had .been made
to them. . By the amount of all these additions,
added. to 30,000 did the revenue fall short of the:
calculation. The Chancellor of the Exchequer bad
openly laid taxes to the amount of 100,000/, in, order
to make up the surplus million ; and he had recourse
to other taxes which he did_not avow,. but which,
under .the specious name of regulations, were as
much levied on the subject, as if the same sums had.
been raised by new taxes under a new name.- He,
did not disapprove- of increasing the :revenue ; but
he disapproved .of laying taxes any way but openly.
The Chancellor. ¢f the Exchequer might have rea~
sons. for acting otherwise.. . Ie knew that his word
was pledged that no. more taxes wonld be neces-
sary. His credit wasat stake ; and what he feared-
to do openly, and by its propex name, he chose to do
clandestinely under a specious colour.. Had be
owned his mistake, and come fairly forward, the
house and the public. - would have readily allowed,.
that calculations of revenue were liable to error, and
he would have lost no confidence; but being once
in-a mistake he determined to persist; and whilst he
professed to be making provisions against smugglers,
was himself smuggling atax under the wrapperof a

rengation. o _ : :
r. Sheridan now proceeded to reckon up the
amount of the tax upon wood imported, of the ad-
ditional tax on paper, on the Scots distillery, licens-
ing ale-houses, and the -consolidation act, which,
‘being added to the resources calculated on by the
committee, ought to have produced, on an average,
300,000l above their estimate, There was, there-
fore, a defalcation of that sum on the produce of the
permanent taxes. He next calculated the amount
of the land and malt tax, which, although regularly
taken by the Chancellor of the Exchequer at
2,750,000, did not produce, on an average of three
‘years, .more than. 2,430,000l. The whole annual .
produce of all the taxes, including the land and malg



224 [soLy 10,

:tax, on anaverage of the last three years, was only
15,203,0001., less by about 200,000L. then estimated
by the committee ; and if to this were added the

. 800,000/. arising from taxes, on which the ¢om.
.mittee did not calculate, their estimate would appear

“to be erroneous by about 500,000/, And yet, this
‘was pot all ; the resource suggested by the com-
mittee of increasing the revenue by securing the
collection of taxes, had been applied to: and had it
‘pucceeded ? had it done what they prophesied it
would do? He held in his hand titles of bills for
regulating taxes sufficient to make a long, although
‘not a very entertaining pamphlet; so that either the
talculations -of the committee had been egregiously
wrong, or the regulations had been good for nothing.
“T'he right honorable gentleman who bad been chair-
man of the committee, and was now to stand forth
@s the champion of the report, might say to the
Chancellor of the Exchequer, “ you bave been new
modelling this tax, and regulating the collection of
it; you have been tampering, tinkering, and ex-
tending the excise laws ; but you have done me no
good ; you have not added a shilling to my calcula-
tion.” Or the Chancellor of the Exchequer might
#ay to his right honorable friend; No; that is not
the case ; my regnlations were all productive, and,
bot for them, your calculations would have heen

" deficient more than a million.”

Some such contest there must be between the two
right honorable gentlemen ; how they wounld settle
it he could not tell. It was the uniform practice of
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, not the effect of
accident or necessity, but of system and choice, to
bring forward his tax bills at a period of the session
when he was sure they could not be attended to.
If it arose from honest idleness there would be some
excuse ; but it proceeded from design, and the end
was obvious. In the middle of summer he knew

. many gentlenien would be withdrawn to attend their
own affairs in the country, and of those who re.
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mained in town few would be disposed to sit and
discuss with him regulations of taxes. 'This reve-
nue.barge lay suug in port during the stormy win-
ter. months ; but,- when summer had warmed. the
. air and smoothed the tide, then she put forth, loaded.
gunnel deep, secure that no rude blast or angry
wave would overset and sink the precions cargo.
He, himself, on enquiring why the minister was so
indolent and dilatory in bringing forward public bu-
siness, had been told by a friend of his, that ¢ it
was not indolence, he only waited till the gentlemen
~ were gone into the country.” Then it was that he
enjoyed the cool and quiet pleasures of the treasury
bench, and called the two secretaries, like two rival
shepherds, to chaunt alternate strains on excise. He
hat{) objected a few days ago to one of his bills, on
account of the discordant matter (cocoa nuts,
cockets, and tub .boats) it contained; and he had
been told that hotch-potch bills were common, and
. saved the multiplication of acts of parliament. The
only reason which had originally given rise to such
bills, was the jealousy of the country members-of
keeping the committee of supply too long open.
Rather than do this, they had sometimes consented
tosuch bills being brought in,as the lesser evil of the
two. But all the minister’s .revenue bills were
hotch-potch bills ; for if they were not so when first
brought in, they "had so many things altered,
amended, and added, before they went through, that
the original bill was hardly to be traced. The bill,
for instance, to which he had alluded, when it came
into the house, was a very good tub-bottom bill ; but
- before it passed the committee, it had a false keel
: clagped on it, and became he knew not what. The
right honorable gentleman was at as ‘much pains to
. make laws so as to escaperobservation, as the smugg-
. lers were to elude the efficacy of his laws. '%h_e
- consequence was, that they were generally so ina-
..dequate to their purpose, as to be of no use; or so
absurd and impracticable, that he way obliged to
YOL. I~ e
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‘suspénd the peration of thet, And cothé to parlia-
‘méeunt during the hext ‘ensuing session to tevisé and
athend them. 'The sospension of acts of parliament
by the lords of ‘the treasury, which had been treated
‘to Iightly when he mehtioned it before, was a very
serious evil ; for dependently of the extent té
Which the practice, once sanctioned by 4 sort of pre-
Scription, might be carried, it was 4 serioas ‘evil to
teach the people to distrust their representatives, to
‘consider the legisliture as theéir tyrants and oppres-
'sors, and o look up for every act of grace 'ora};vou'r
Trom thie crown.- If bills were to be passed without

roper examination, it was better to add 4 biweeping
‘clause, * that whereas this bill may prove to be im-
‘practicable or absurd, be it enacted, that Hthe‘ior'dil
of the treasury have power to suspend the operation
of the same.” The resource to be derived from re-
'Fula'ting taxes hiad been applied 10, and without it,

he committee wdnld have been completely put to
shame. With regard to how far arts and manufac-
tares had been injured, or trade impeded, by the
severity of these regulations, he should not then
enquire. o ‘

_ Mr. Sheridan next entered upon an investigation
of the expenditure ; and there, he said, it might have
been expected that the most valuable of all re-
¥ourced, the resource arising from ‘econorny, would
have been tried, Instead of that, in. proportion as
the revenue'did hot rise to its supposed sfandard,
the midister bad gdhe on with progressive g rodi-
fality, increasiiiy the ‘expense. He proceeded in

hie same way bie had done with the revenue, to take
Yin average of the expenditure for thie three Tast
Z;eérs, making - 15,930,0001. a year. . Of the various

icles composing this saim the only one ¥n whicha .
reduction appeared probable, was that of miscella-
‘Deous services. ' This, on the same Average, was
649,C00%. a year. A Did it seemh likely that it would
‘ever fall solow ag 74,0001, the sum 1t wis stated at
by the committee P<:Afr. Sheridan recapituldted the
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various items which ‘composed this article, com
menting -on'each, ahd dsking which'of them wus
likely to be less for several years'to'come ™ Would
the Chancellor of the Exchequey say; thab, considers
ing the number of the royal faimily, that ‘some” of
them must have 'separate” establishinents) dnd sonié
of them' might be disposed of 1 matriage, 200,000L
wéuld be: sufficient ‘td make good the -deficicicies
of the civil ‘st for the ‘nextfivé years P+-Weré the
claims of the :American loyalists liduiidated P-=NVas
the expense of Botany Bay at ai end-7-LHad the
Doke-of Richmoid: mo more’ péwder-mills to buy,
of walls or forts to build P~ Wduld' ‘the - salary te
the secretary 'to the commissionérs: for réducing the
natiohal’ debt -cease?--Was 'Carltdii* Honse yet
finished Po~These, with 'a few' otherd €qanlly per
manett, were  heads that -made the “istellanedu
servites ‘amount on an ‘average ¢ the sam ‘which be
had stated ; amd could ‘it be ‘ima%;i‘nedr “that they
would ever be reduced to 74,0001’ 1t was alss to
be’observed; that of the three'years onl-which' he
had -csléileted’ the' whole public expeénditure; the
second exceeded'thé first, and the third ‘the secend.
But this ‘was not -all ; the navy bills, ‘aftet every
profession-that ‘they shonld never be suifered to-ex-
ceed the sum stated by the committee, hs the proba-
ble fixed amonnt of the ‘floating navy debt,” were
encreaved’ 600,0007., and 1,400,000 of them were
now bearing: interest.’ 'If, to the ‘average ‘expendi-
ture before stated was added one-third of ¥his in-
crease of ‘the navy debt, and 'the sumn issaed to the
comissioners for “the reduction-of the public debt,
¢he 'whdle anmual expenditure: wwould amount te
17,144000L, éxceeding 'thé' average imcome-by
" mere 'than 1,940,000/, ~ Sach was our present situa-
tion. - The 'expense of the current year wes some-
thing above this estimate, and the next eould not be
expected to'be much less. 'If, therefore, we were to
start-on a level, we must first sweep off all the mis-
cellareous ‘wervices above '74,0001, a yéar, “which
a? :
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could not he done, for less than two millions; se
that, in addition to the two millions deficiency. of
the;revenue, as. before stated, two millions more
must be added, te bring the miscellaneous services
to the estimated peace establishment. The exceed-
ings of the navy had been stated by the committee
at from 2,000,000 to 2,800,000L . Comparing this
with Sir Charles Middleton’s acceunt, it would a
pear to be erroneous; but taking it as stated by the
committee, with the 600,000 actual addition to the
navy:debt, in three years it would be 1,880,000l
and theamount of the whole, in five years, 9,400,0004.
.Add to this the two millions before mentioned, as
necessary to reduce the miscellaneous services to
the estimated ce establishment, and the. whole
would be very fiet:le less than, twelve millions, ex-
pended in five years, more than the annual income.
Having cleared away this, or provided taxes to pay
the interest, we must then either raise our income,
or reduce our expense 1,800,000, a year, before we
could be in the situation to which the Chancellor of
the Exchequer boasted that he had brought us.
. Upon.  this occasion it seemed extremely natural
to enquire how we had supplied so great a deficiency,
and paid off three millions of the funded debt ? The
committee had. ealculated on outstanding debts,
and there. was .on the table a paper ver‘! inacca--
rately made out; containing an account of these, to
the amount of 1,500,000/, deducting the profits of
the lottery, which onght not. to be inclunded in it
The Chancellor of the Exchequer bad taken credit
three times for a debt dae by the East India Com-
y. The.company,. indeed, disputed the debt,
at the right honorabf; and learned gentleman near
the minister (Mr. Dundas) bad truly said, let us get
the money from them, and see how they can get it
back again. This was an.irresistible. argument,
and on the strength of it 300,000L. had, afier much
wrangling, been obiained from the company, under
promise of repayment, if it should hereafter appear
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ot to have beeti due, - If it wias w debt; it heaven’s’
name let it be paid 3 but if it was'not; and the com
pany advanced it only as'a favour; it must be repaid
with interest some fime or other; and tlié favours of
the company génerally ‘cost the -public, at least, ‘tos
lerably dear.< Thé Directors' iad drawn- up'a state
of the claim to be'sent 'oiit ~to ithei: servants: in
India ; but as it'was necessary that it"should pass
through ‘the hands of the: Board of Control, that
board :had altered-it,: and" obliged the directors to’
send out not their own stateof their case; but ‘the
minister’s,” - After all, the claim ‘was:not. yet finall
admitted, and -there were great ‘doubts whether at
‘would be or not. : When he fonod the company
borrowing of the public under the sanction of the
minister, and the minister borrowing again of the
-companyy he c¢ould not help considering it .as a plea-
~ ‘sant sort of reciprocity between the two  parties, in
which: the one: said to the other; “I will find yon
credit, and do’ you find me money.”’: It -was surely
‘not goingtoo -far to say, that a minister must bave
been: extraordinarily: pushed for-money, when: be
had recourse- to 'such extraordinary means of sup-
2?. « 'To the resource of outstanding debts must be
ded the profits of the lottery; which bught pever
to be considered as a source of permanent revenue;
for, it was certain, that however the revenue might
be benefitted by it, the people were sure to lose both
in their morals and their industry; what was lost
by the people,; was, in- fact, lost by the public; and
.80 pernicious-a mode of raising money ought never
to bé resorted to :but i cases ‘of great necessity.
. But both these amounting to: 8,079,812%., not being
half the exceedings, ‘he came to- his third proposi-
tion, that we had made no progress in the-reduction
“of the public debt, but that in fact we had borrowed
a8 much- as we bad paid. - - - L
-1’16 was during the year 1785 that an extraordinary
million . of exchequer bills had been voted, not for
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the current services of the year, but to answer any
unforeseen demands which wight oceur. The
probability was, that they would not be wanted ; if
not wanted they were not to be issued; and were
positively to make no permanent addition to the
public debt. . When the Chancellor of the Exche-
quer conceived the plan of establishing a new sink~
ing fand for, the reduclion of the public debi, he
found it convenient to make use of these bills, and
900,000 of them. were actually issued after the 224
of -Febroary, 1786, as appeared by the account.
Would he bave done this if he had not had in con-
templation the commencewment of his operation to
reduce the debt? Had he not done this he would
have been deficient to the amount of these bills ; so
that, in troth and in fact, he as much paid off the firs¢
annual payment of the debt with these bills, as if he
bad carried them in his band to the Stock Excbange;
and the only effect of the operation was to change one
sorf of debt to another, at a trifling expense to the
public. On this account, bowever, he should only
"take 750,000L, the sum actoally issaed to the com-
missioners for reducing the public debt in 1786,
By anticipating the sinking fund a quarter in 1788,
and taking eredit for four quarters next year instead
of three (as had been formerly done on similar octas
sions) the minister got 628,0004, which would ap-
pear on winding up the accounts to any given period
to be as much debt as if the money had beea actually
borrowed. The committee had stated the navy
“debt at 1,712.489L, but added, that from the delay
in calling for payment of many of the charges of
which it was composed, a floating arrear to that
amount might generally be expected to subsist s
and as it neither bore interest nor would require to
be funded, it could pot oceasion any additional
charge to the public. This might have seemed 2
pledge to the public, that ne part of this som was to
make part of the public debt.. It appeared, haw~
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ver, that 550,000/, bad been gdded.to the ca 1tal,
:nd that 1,400,0(]01.l of it now Borf; mtergqt, anff
consequently. in .o gration, and ip substance an ad‘u
ition. fo the pyblic debt.; To, ;h mqouq ‘expes.
ient of. payipg interest. o un ind &% which:
hadbem 80 pmn&ecllx reprobajed m esty’s
speech, had the very minister. wh adﬂs that.
speech thought proper to yesort. He would, how;
eYer, put 900,0007 .of this snm gut of the qyestion,,
althopgh he really. felf that he was hardly .]lllgtlf;lau
in dﬁ)mg it, and take Qn'ly the addition ta the capi
with the terest. making together 60,0001 Qp the
nexp, artpc ¢, the tonting, there, would be po. q:spty;e.
y thig expedxpnt,, it JWza.s very generplly believed,.
at the mipister hafl madenp, a.ddmop in thq papl-
tal ol the public deb': The paint .(he undﬁ}‘sto
been. gvavely ebatp vamuﬁ laces, apd 1t
wag. Pmnouncn tp. be pg a ltmq . eovle $ohe.
surg, did not know very well whaj to make of it. £
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hepd. . Keeping..in, mind, . U What p.right
hqporablg frignd of his (M. Fox) 9%) q. irply. staﬁaﬁ
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upop 4o pay the principal, hyt anpuities to 3 certpin.
ampunt; the fonting wa4. af snch an addi ,on m
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puhh ad qul have bgen mad ei by spy mher p
Clep Of' lpan, -, twae trpe jt wonld. exgingnish i
infime ; and he did not blaqler qmmmter for b
ing entered jutg 3 contract of finppeg with, epth,m;q
w3s if much 9 his parpass to, aygne whether 1t Wes a
better or a worse mode gf raising mongy than 2pY.,
- other; but he did not. give him.gredit Jor 2B¥ vERY.,
d?PB FEAsop in °Ptmg‘\lt» SN A1 BET JRD AR Y IR
4 Wes mmﬂ%dw ip, the surplys billy. thag im,all.
ceses of .8 Joan ip ). way; the ‘PBW“JPF‘?Q“PH '
- fox reducipg the ebtzﬁ yid 'bém'- preferenge A%
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subscribers. 1f the minisler had made his bargain’
in the usnal way, he knew the commissioners would'
have subscribed the whole; and he would. have
received from them with one hand, what he paid
them with the other, deducting only the expense of
brokerage ; which would have put the absurdity of
pretending to reduce the public debt, whilst he was
adding to it in the same proportion, in too glaring
& Eoint of view to escape public notice and derision.
The ‘point was plairi enough as it was; but it did
nof strike the ‘observation of the multitudes The
amount of this, with a donus of one quarter, instead’
of a gain to the public of three quarters per cent.
as the right honorable gentleman' had originally
stated his bargain, was 1,002,500. The short an- .
nuities granted to raise 200,000/ to make good the

like sam issued from the civil list for the secret
services were charged on the' consolidated fund }
and, in that respect, were an addition to the debt.
But it was contended, that the money -would be
repaid by instalments in eighteen years, having
been lent to the province of Zealand. - Whoever
considered the new situation in which we stood with
regard to continental affairs (an advantageous i
toation he admitted) would incline to think that,
in the course of eighteen years,’ we were much
more likely to advance double the sum on a similar-
account. ' But granting that it wonld be repaid,
provision ought to have been made for applying the.
mstalments, as they were received, to the payment”
of the annuities, instead of leaving them open:t6
be’ diverted: to other purposes by the influence of
the present or any future minister.” The principle’
of thé ‘surplus bill was, that parliament would not
trust themselves, and the same principle -ought ‘to’
have been applied here. - This house, he ‘trusted,’
would therefore give him credit for candor, in not
taking this sumr also into the accounts. - The resalt
then -was; ‘that dince the year 1786 we bad paid of-
the funded debt three millions; and that we had
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borrowed, by exchequer bills, 750,0001 ; .by. antieiv:
tion of the sinking fund,. oné quarter, 628,0001.;;
E; increase of mavy debt;, 600,0004; by a tonties
1,002,5001.; making together about as much as the’
sam paid off. - 1f the 900,000L. navy bills bearing- .
interest, which he had omitted, were added, the sumy
borrowed  would exceed the sum paid by almost a-
million ; -and if the interest of the debt contracted”
were compared with that of the debt paid, it would
exceed it in the same propartion.. *Such was pur
present sitnation, and such was our prospect for the-
year 1790, when we had been told that every thing:
was to be reduced to a firm establishment. " -’
- Mr. Sheridan declared, that he'did not blame-the:
industry of the minister:in endeavoring to-pay. off’
the public debt; bat it -was his principle that he
blamed. - ‘The principle _onf'whi'cﬁ he acted  was;
that whenever tEe ublic wants money, you are to’
break down every barrier.of the constitution, every:
fence of private liberty—to extend the excise laws'
—and - deprive men: of, their most” valuable: privi--
leges—that of trial by jury; in order to ubtain ity
He, on -the :other: handl; maintained that' because-
money-was necessary for public setvice,’it ought to’
be obtained by the: most delicate means.. The:
public debt he -thought the heayiest burden onthe:
constitution ; for, he. iconsidered “every hundred
pounds of ‘it as'a perpetual mortgage in the hands.
of the crown, eapable .of being perverted to the;
most- corrupt purposes of ibfluence. or oppression §
and therefore he would sacrifice much to relievegd
from it. 1f to-pFen private dwelling-houses to, the
rude intrusion of a ruffian excise. office——if’ to dey
prive men of trial by jury, were matters of indiffe~
rence to him ; yet his regard :for trade, the.great’
source of revenue, woulg deter :him from~ havingy
recourse to such methods of increasing it. + 'When,
we -talked of the trade of ‘this coniitry, and the in~
exhaustible resources which it afforded, as the great.
props of our greatness; 'wg mistook: the effect fori
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the cause. T .our- constifytion, and the manly
confidence of eyery man ip- the success of his own
industry and exertions,. which it inspired, werg we
indebted for our trade, and not to our trade for our
constitution. Taq attempt to increase the revenue,
by injuring the constitation, was like taking from
the foundation to mend the roof ~—like digging up
the roots of a tree for use, instead of lopping the
boughs.- Having said thus much on his propositiops,
he shopld only beg %o be heard in explanation, at
the close pf the arguments which were to be urged
against them.. Ha shopld move no resolgtiops on
the papers before the house, hut propage to refer
them to & select committee of independent mem-
bers, who mere peither in office, por candidates for
being in office, He meant no reflection on the
former commiitee; but, he gould not think it cre~
ditable to the minister 19 have his statement of the
finances examined and approved by 8 committee of
his awn friends. No eloquepce was required in g
matter of plain calculation, as figures did not want
to be set to music. The matier might now be
deeided by fair arbitration between him and the
Chaneellor of the Exchequer; and 3 committee of
the whole house, in 1763, had agreed o refer the
ublic accounts te just such s select committee as
ze proposed, § gentlemen as were gatisfied
thas thereuwas dﬁa ;annl;zld mmum after
ying all erd linary gxpenses,
Euanh gentlemen asﬁd heard the Chancellor of the
Excbequer declae that there wonld be 8o necessit
for a future loan, might ge into the country ang te
their constityents with confidence that the finances
were in & prosperous siate, and that further taxes
were not o be greaded. Those who had pot re-
ceived this sapisfaction, would meithey discharge
what they owed to their own characters—io their
couniry—or thejr constitnents, if they did pat vote.
for & complete investigation, late in the seasan asit.
was: He should yenture to propose the names of



1789.}1 - %30

fifteen. gentlemen, such as he had deseribed ; none
of whom he had consulted; but whe, he. was fully
persuaded, would all be ready to bestow a little of
their time—and but a little would be necessary, .on,
so important an inquirys Of the fifteen, eight were
gentlemen whe usually voted with the minister ; and
by their decision, in all that he had stated, he was
_ready to abide. If the Chancellor of the Jx-.
chequer declined meeting him on such fair ground,
the public would readily assign the motive. - o
A motion was now made by Mr. Sheridan,
% That a committee be appointed te inquire into
the state of the public income and expendituve ; the .
progress actuslly -made in the reduetion -of  the:
national debt since the year 1786 ;:-and.into the
grouuds -on .which a reduction of the same may be
expected im future ; and to report the same, with
their observations thereon, to. the house; and that-
the said. committee. dp. consist: of Henry Bankes;
Esq. ;. Daniel Parker Coke; Esq.; iGeorge Dempw
ster, Hsg. ; William Dvrake, . jun. Esq.; William
Hussey, Esq.; Sir William Lemeon, Bart.y James
Lowther, Hsq. ; .James Martin,: Esq.’; Mr:: Alder-
man Newnbam ;. Edward Phelips, Esq.; Charles
Anderson- Pelbam, Esq. j. Thomas Stanley; Esq. 5
Sir George Augustus William Shuckburgh, Bart.i
Mr.-Alderman Watson, and the Ear] of Wycombe.”

s . L L F R e VIR S MR S PR US S

Mr, Pitt answered, that there was not o friend tothe liberties of
this country who did not join in the sentiments with whick the right
honorable gentleman had closed his speech. The sort of mfo:r,'
fawever, & which some honorqble gentlemen had clothed thetr angu-
?ﬂ?:t"'wndf ug:m:’t:-;;w guine in d#;;opw‘;_zn:qfé%

ects, and feqre wou. successful. i
norable gentleman (he observed ) Imag been lutely much cmw%ant in
ﬂinﬁna?promtiam; and, therefore, he' asked him, whether he had
el awith any thing whick induced Aim to be of opinion, that besause
he moved for o.covmittes, there was athing mors needful than for
any, man to rise up, and boldly to make, some taunling charges,
mized with muck invective against any given statements.  Mr. ﬁ‘ it
contended that all the leading fucts were ascertained ; ‘and that'the
differences botwees them were roduced within so mavrow o :
that the house, with the Speaker jn Uy ehairy: sega a8 fully ail'é 40
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decide then that night as & commities could possibly be ot any other
time. * He then went h the detail of the vayious articls of
revenue, expenditure, and debt, reasoning againat the various argu-
menls which had bern urged by Mr. Sheridan and My. Foz, as he
proceeded, and endeavoring to confirm those of Mr. Grenville. Mr. .
Pitt concluded with repeatin there was no guestion belivern
them that might not be decided without o commiltee, full as swell as
with one; no l;ﬁuagc, therefore, that could be used, nor ony de-
Jiance should induce him to consent to the appointment of such a
commitiee, notwithstanding that Ae was ready to admil that the
nawmes proposcd by the Ronorable gentleman were ectly wnes-
ceptionable, and many of them. persons for whom ke entertained
wery sincere respect, ‘ \
. Mr. Sheridan declared, :that he did really believe-
that 1o language, nor any defiance which words
could convey, would induce -the right honorable
E:ntleman to put bimself into a situation in which
might bave been detected, and in which the
public might see that those secured themselves from.
inquiry who wished to avoid detection..  The right
honorable gentleman had not removed one suspi~
cion, nor in the least cleared the matter from dou::m.
Mr. Sheridan contended that the right honorable
gentleman bad not contradicted even one of bhis
assertions. - What be had advanced, both with re-
gard to the revenue and the establishment, be had
tacitly acknowledged. With respect to his having
mm{ the present million to be obtained by the
tontine, as being yet to be applied, he was ready to
admit it, if the right honorable gentleman (Mr.
Pitt) would assure him that another loan would not
be required next year. This was what he knew the
right honorable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) would not.
He counld not pledge himself to any sach promise;:
for he knew tvo well that he mast borrow another
million next year, in order to apply it to the dis-
charge. of a million of the unfunded debt. With
regard to the million issued of exchequer bills, what
was this bat borrowing a million of unfanded debf,’
to discharge a million of fanded debt? This was,
berrowing with one hand to pay with the other.
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.. Mr. Sheridan answered, that it would have beena
serious charge, indeed, if the honorable gentleman’s
statement otg;;s having avoided to move for the pro-
per accounts of the. revenne bad been true. He
wished to know on what this accusation was founded:

He had moved for separate accounts’of the cus-
toms, excise, stamps, and incidents. Added to this
be had moved for.the amount of the duties collected
on land and malt. .He knew not what.other papers
he could move for' to- ebtain an exact state of the
revenue. If these papers were not sufficient, he
was the more sorry for the disappointment; for he
‘wished to give the right honorable gentlemanw (Mr.
Pitt) every credit of resource. With respect to
what the honorable gentleman  (Mr. Steele) had
recommended as a mode of settling the dispute, he
could not agree to its propriety. He had recom:
mended them to refer to the ' ways and means and
expenditure for the last three vears, as a mode of
ascertaining whether the latter exceeded the former
or not }—for, says he; there you will find, that the
.expenditure  was ‘provided for by the ways and
means. -And on this he founds his argument—that
the resources must be equal to the expenditare of
the country for the last three years.  Surely. this
was_an evident fallacy ;—for; although a sum ‘of
‘money might be.proved to have been paid, yet it
did not-shew what part of that sum might -have
been borrowed for the purpose: he could not, there-
fore, agree to the adoption of this conduct. ~ The
only mode by which the trath could be ascertained,
must be: by a committee,” as being composed of
gentlemen of independent principles, “who would
certainly make a report that would lay before the
house and the country an actual state of the income
‘and establishment, ‘With this before the house, the.
pation would then be apprised of the means which
it had to meet ils exigencies; but at present no
such confidence could exist.- 'When between two
and three millions were added to the unfunded debt,
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in order 1o pay off three millions of that . hational
barden, the people must withdraw their confidence
when they found themselves the dupes of such en
empty delusion. For these reasons, he again nrged
the necessity 'of woting & select committee for ex-
amining the state of our revenue and expenditure,
sinte the measure of appropriating a million to the
annual discharge of the national debt ; and, at the
same time, to examine into the probability of our
income being equal to afford such a surplus 1 futare
years, -

. "The question was at length called Jor, and negatived without
;. The quest lengt Jor, 5 .

) ——
Juiy 15,

| TOBACCO REGULATION BILL.

- Thereport conserning this bill betng brought up, und several
amendments vead and agreed to, Nir Watkin zm: observed,
that agreeably to his former notice, he whould now beg leave to
introduce a clause to give the persons aggricved by the determi-
mittion of the commirsionery of the excise, ‘or justices, the right
©f a trial by jury; ehich weuld, inw great measure, doaway
The odsum atiached lo ‘the axcise daws, .

Me. SHERIDAN obvetved that, although too well
ussttred that every effort to procure relief would fail
of its ‘deswed saccess, he ‘could vot avoid advising
entlemen to take ‘care of being seduced into-the
idea of the trial by jury being ever suffered to pre-
vail in cases of ‘excise, by the genflemen on the
vther ‘side ‘of the ‘house. Oue honorable gentleman

M. Beaufoy) over the way, ‘talked of the excise

aws ‘taking place in ithe reign of ‘Charles TI. A
Yearned and howorable gentleman (The Attorney-Ge-
teral) had said, ‘if they introduced the trial by jury,
it wounld be an inmovation ; now, ‘the fact was, 1
excise Taws were an ‘iowovation on the ‘constitution,
wnd ‘every extension of them ‘was an additional in-
‘novation. Bot the light in which gentlemen dif-
ferently ‘placed it was ‘very curious; every person
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found that~ it ‘would-Be ¥ Mesivalile poitit tohive a
" trial by juty ; but,‘on¥ said, *.Let: us fot tainper
with the existihg revenué; it 4 whild, till the
‘excise. is “more extended, -and: then we will have &
‘genéral: bill.”. . Anothier had- stid - béfore; *<If it
‘was & general case, thereé would be fio objéction to
try-the éxperiments” and so between the twe oppo-
sition veasonsy there Avas-he hopé of eéver obtdining
‘the relief desited.. - MY, Bhetidanwientioned thecase
of one: Coferino; a? manufhcthrer- estiblished in
Prussia, ‘whose teéiets in his trade the overnment
wished to Wiséevéry fand; for that purpese, wérk
Preputing ‘to #ibject ‘him ¥o Fépulations like those
- of exéise. 'Thhe wonsequétice Whs, that he inktant]
irefnoved, éstablished his nividfaétory ‘hear Amster-
dam, and the ¢éurt ‘of Berlia tn ‘vain ‘¢ndeavored
to prevail on him to bri_n%' his manufacture back to
Prussia. Mr. Sheridan Taid ‘considérable stress on
the disclosure of the mysteries of snuff-making ;
which, ‘he conténded, were still, ander the ‘hil),
‘exposed to the divcovery of the excibe officels, “As
a proof of the valie of the secret of  mixingy he
stated, that Brazil snuff, which. eost but sixpence
a pound originally, by the flavor given it in mix- -
ing, sold for ten-shillings 4 pound. R
“The quéstion being puit; the house Ei'vi'déc'!‘: ages “lﬁ, naes
‘55.—'-1‘3‘: Speaker h%xfw it the question Jor the %z'll bet'n;g;.,
”kroa":éd. SRR S R E'- ’
- "Mr. Sheridan-said, that no pe'rso'n‘im that side ‘of
‘the house had made Ilrfhe.\smallest objection 'to the
‘bill, till after thé trade and the city of Londori had
_ ‘{)etiﬁope& against it; when they had imagined that
‘the sentiménts of so respectable a body, -expressed
“in the most inarked manner that ever had, .perhaps,
distinguished apposition to any bill .of comméercial
“regulation, wou 5 have experienced that degree .of
‘respect, and dttention which had been formerly, the
.cdnstant and uniform consequence of petitians from
the city against, bills of that description; butjin -
the presént case, the petitioners had been paid not
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{he least attention to. He could have wished that
the two honorable gentlemen behind him, who spoke
last, had contented themselves with making their
opposition to the bill in the manner they thought
best, withoat obliquely conveying reflections on the
conduct of other gentlemen who had acted dii-
ferently. He had attended to the bill in all its
stages, and listened to all the evidence ; and perhaps
he should give the bonorable gentlemen but little
information, fwhen he info;med them, t,l}a_t tgnel,most

roper time for o ing the principle of a bill, was
:gn fhg second rem ;gthe pl:ne fol:' opposing it in
detail was in the committee; the time of opposing
both principle and detail was on the report; and
that the opposition of the report was the feeblest of
all opposition, except to the third reading.

Mr. Samuel Smith begged leave to assure the honorable gen.
tleman who spoke lart, that ke had totally misinterpreted his

- meaning. S :

. Mr. Smith was told from the Chair, that ke might speak in
explanation, when the honorable gentieman sat down, but could
not interrupt him, unless he spoke to order.

. Myr.Smith said, Ae spoke to order, and was proceeding to an.
swer Mr. Sheridan, when he was again called to order.

"Mr. Sheridan continuing, remarked that he should
be sorry to misinterpret any gentleman’s arguments.
"He was not aware when the two honorable mem-
bers bad their instructions from Worcester; bot
they certainly wonld not have shewn their zeal less
, if they had opposed the bill more in the committee.
They, perhaps, confounded the principle of legi-
slature and that of manufactaring tobacco, and
- thought it' wrong to enter the house, during the
: of ;manofacturing the clanses, and mixing
the provisions, and measuring the ingredients, in
like manner as they woald have the excise officer
avoid entering the room when the process of the
manufacture of tobacco or snuff, and the mixing of
materials was going on. This was a very good
rule in making tobaceo, but not in making a law.
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« Mr. Smith declared that Ke had,from the Beginnifig,' opposed*
the bill ; that he had troubled the Aouse, parhaps, too often, tn’
every . stage of &, and_meant, what he had said before, as an:
apology for that conduct; that he had thought it more manly
ta do so, instead of wailing Lo feel the pulse ‘_q_fjth_e_hamc Jirst

$ 0 S TR DT FRERE P ST S

upon the subject.:” -+ & 175
The hotuse divided ;' ayes 76'}""?:55:“26. . IR
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PR - i LATIE NS E TR
' ARMY ESTIMATES,~~FEENCH BEVOLUTION.,.

 The sessions was opéned on the 214t of Jenuary, and on the 5th of
February the army estimates weve br{ugkt' Jorward —They were
nearly the same with those of the preceding year, and were not voted:
awithou! some objections from the side of opposition. . It was observed
by Sir Grey Cooper, Mr. Marsham, and Mr. Fox, that eight years
of had elapsed, and that the military estimates were not yet '
, even to the peace establishment of 1775, though the com-
mitiee of finance, which sat in the-year 1786, had presumed upon a
still greater reduction.. That there was nothing in the actual situg-
tion of affairs that called for this extraordinary militory force; but,”
on the contrary, that Hizs Majesty had assured them of the pacific
disposition of .all the foreign powers s that owr ancient rival and-
enemy, France, in consequence of her internal disturbances, would
probably be disabled from giving us any molestation for ¢ long course
of years; and, lastly, that the alliances we had made, and the sub-
sidiary treatics we Rad enteved into on the continent, tnasmuch as
they mulliplied the chances of .eur being involved in way were pro.:
portionably mischicvous, if they did not.-enable ws to reduce our:
expenses in ﬁmc_g’ peace.  To these arguments it was answered in
general by Mr. Grenoille and My, Pitt, that though there was no
yeason at present to apprehend that we should be engaged in hosti-”
lititics with any foreigm pawer, .yet, the unsettied state of Europe,
and the int situation of seveyal parts of it, mads it mecessary
Jor us to keep ourselves in such a atate as might enable us to act with ;
vigor and gect, if occasion should require. That i was o prepos-
tevous economy to tempt an atlack by our weakness, and for'a mi-
erable present saving (o hazard a-great future expensss ~That our fou: ©
eign alliances, which had been approved of by all m‘ﬁammwz .
or the preservation of the balance of power in Europe, upon whick .
he of ils tranquillity depended, could only be rendered
fFectual for that our being able to support them with an'’
uate force. Anz lastly, that.it would be found, upon an examis : .
wation of the detail of all our military establishments, that they could
1ot, with common prudence, be veduced to a narvower scale. In the
wurse of the debate, Mr. Fox remarked, that the conduct of the
French wldiers during ths lale commotions, tended greatly te re-
VOL. II. R ‘
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move one. of the objections which ke had always enlertained opainst
standing armics.—That army, by refusing to obey the dictates of
the court, had set a glarious example to all the military of Europe,
and had shewn that men, by becoming soldiers, did not cease lo be
citizens. This vemark did not pasw withowd onimadversion ot the
time it was made. On the 9th of February, when the military esti-
mates were reported from the commiltee a further debate tock place,
in which Mr. Fox huving again lct full some expressions of applause
of the French Revolution, ﬁ!r. Burke rose, and after a feaw observa-
tions upon the general state of Europe, as it effected t ion z’
increasing or diminishing the military force of Greal Britsin,
adverted m 6 more particular manner to the situation of France, and
opposed the principles laid down by A, For. -
Mr. SHERIDAN declared, that he rose with th
greatest regret § but that the very reasons which his
right honorable friend (Mr. Burke) had given for
the sentiments which he had that day uttered,
namely, an apprehension of being supposed to ac-
quiesce in the opinions of those for whom he enter-
tained the highest regard, and with whom he had
upiformly acted, operated also on his mind, and
made him feel it a duty to declare, that he differed
decidedly from that right honorable gentleman in
almost every word that he had uttered respecting
the French Revolution. Mr. Sheridan added some
warm compliments to Mr. Burke's general prin-
ciples ; but said that be eould not conceive bow it
was possible for a person of such principles, or for
any man who valued our own constitution, and re-
vered the Revolution that obtained it for us, to unite
with such feelings an indignant and unqualified ab-
horrence of all the proceedings of the patriotic party
in che- b * .
He conceived their’s to be as just a Revolution as
" ours, proceeding uponasaoundaptinci and o
greater provocation. He vebemently defended the
geperal views and conduct of the National Assembly..
He could not even understand whai was meant by
the charge against them of baving everturned the
laws, the justice, and the revenues of their conuntry.
What were their laws? The arbitrary mandates
. of capricious despotism. What their justice > The



partial adjudications  of venal magistrates. “What
their revenues? National bankruptcy. This he
thought the fundamental error' of the: right -honors
able gentleman’s argument, that he- accused -the
National Assembly: of creating the evils, whichthey
had found existing in full deformity.at the first hour
of their meeting. The publie creditor had been de-
frauded ;: the manufaciurer was -out of:. employ3
irdde was languishing.; faminé clang -upon :the
poor ; ‘despair on all. In‘this situation; the wisdom
and feelings of the nation were appealed 1toi.by the
government'; and. was it to- be wondered.-at.by
Englishmen, that & people, so circamstanced, should
search for the cause and source of- all their cala-
mitiew; or that they should find them in the arbirary
constitation of their government, #nd in $he ptodigal
and corrupt administration of their revenues?>Ferx
such an evil, when ‘proved; what remedy.conld be
resorted 10, but a yadical amendment of the fiame
and fabric of the constitution: itself. 'This- chahge
was not the object and wish' of the NatidnaliAs
sembly only, it was the claim and@ cry of all France,
united as one man- for one purpess: .| Hé joined
with Mr. Burke in abhorring the ervelties that had
been committed ;' but: what' was: the striking lessod,
the awful moral that 'was to be gathered fromi the
outrages of thie ‘populace't “What, but 4 superior
abhorrence of that accursed sysiem of despotic’ go-
vernment, whicly had so deformied: and: corrupted
hontan' naturd, as to make ite. subjectd -capable iof
such acts; a government: that' sets at paught the
property, the: hberty, and- livew of the subjectsja
government that deals in' extortion, dungeons; and
tortures; sets an' exawple of depravity to'the slaves
it rules over; and, if- a day of powey tome9 to the
wretched pogu!{ace,'. it i¥ ' ni§ to be wondered at, how-
evel it is to be'regretted, that they act without'those
feelings 'of justice and humanity, which’ the? priu-
‘eiples  and--the practice of their governors have
steipped them ofi: - At 'the same’ time, if theré were
: R2
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any persons, who, for the purposes of their own pri-
vate and personal ambition, had instigated tl?ol;le
ontrages, they, whatever their rank, birth, or for-

tune, deserved the execration of mankind. Justice,
bowever, required, that no credit should be given to
mere rumors on such a subject.

But whatever these outragers were, or whoever
caused them, was the National Assembly in any re--
spect responsible? 'The National Assembly, who,
in all cases, had interfered with zeal and alacrity for
the maintenance of order and just information——
what action of theirs authorized the appellation of
“a' bloody, ferocious, and tyrannical democracy P—
Language, like this, had been too prevalent in
some of the ministerial prints, and he bad always

- seen it with regret; for, to traduce the National
Assembly, was, in .his mind, to libel the whole
French nation: whatever was great or good in
France, must be looked for there, or no where.

Mr. Sheridan next attacked Mr. Burke’s decla-
ration, that the French might have received a good
constitution from their monarch. What! was it pre-
paring for them in thé camp of Marsbhal Broglio ? or
were they to search for it in theruins of the Bastile P
He avowed a most eager and sanguine hope that the
despotism of France should never be restored. He
avowed this, not only as a friend to the general
rights of mankind, bot as a politician, speaking only
for the advantage of his country. He was con-
winced, that it was for the interest of Great Britain,
that the despotism of France should be destroyed.

. Whoever looked into our history, would come at
once to the opinion, that the greater part of the
expense of blood and treasure of this nation had
been owing to the circumstance of France being 4
despotic govesnment ; and,being u despotic ﬁ:;nem-
_ment, being what all despotisms ever had , B

vernmeut of unprincipled ambition, and without
faith or justice in its ings with other nations,

Lt France amend her constitution, she may become



1790.} 245

more powerful in her permanent reso
‘certainly will be a juster, worthier, and
able nation, and more likely to act to
~ we -do now. towards her. 'The French
rally a brave and generous people; their vi
been their government.. In hoping, however, 1
that government might. be radically amended, he
- could- not be thought to approve of wanton perse-
‘cution of the nobility, or any insult to royalty: it
was_consistent with the spirit of the mest perfect
constitution, that the monarch should retain all the
powers, dignities, and prerogatives becoming the
first magistrate of so greata country. =~

" Mr. Sheridan went into other parts of the discus-
sion respecting the French revolution, and paid high
compliments to the Marquis de la Fayette, Monsieur
Baily, and others of the French patriots; and con~
cluded with expressing his regret that so many

friends of the minister had held sentiments appa-
rently contrary; and above all, that his right honor-

able friend should have suffered his humanity, how-

ever justly appealed to, to have biassed bis judgment

on s0 great a-question. L . .
Mcr. Sheridan concluded, with expressing a farr
ther difference with Mr. Burke, with respect to ouy
own revolution of 1688. He had pnever been accus~
tomed to consider that transaction, as. merely the
removal of one man, and the substitution of another,
but as the glorious sera that gave real and efficient
freedom to this country, and established, on a per~
manent . basis, those sacred principles of govern-
ment, and reverence for the rights of men, which
he, for one, could not value here, without wishing to
see that diffused throughout the world, -

- Mr. Burke answered, that ke wmost sincerely lamented over the
incvitable mecessity of now publicly declaring, that henceforth, his
Ronorable friend end he were separated in politics ; yef, epem in the

moment of separation, Re expected that his homorable friend, for
o0 ke had been in the habit of calling him, mldkawtreatedi'm
with some degree of kindness: or at least, 'if ke Rod not, for the
sake of a long and amicablc connection, heard Rim wifh some par-

~
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tiality, have done him the justice of representing his arguments
JSairly.  Om the contrary, he had, as cruelly as une. clcd%y, mir
represented the mature of his remarks. The honar:f[{c gentieman
had thought proper to charge him with being the advocate of despo-
tism, though,in the beginning of his former speeck, ke had expressly
reprobaﬁ every measure which carried with it even the ‘;?'Mnt
appearance of despotism. All who knew him, could not avoid, with
the most unmerited violation of natural justice, acknowledging, that
Ae was the professed enemy of despotism, in every shape ; whether,
as ke had before observed, it appeared as the splendid tyranny of
dLewiy the Fourteenth, or the oulrogeous democracy of the present
rovernment of Frauce, which levelled all distinctions in society.
he honorable gentleman, also, had charged him with having libelied
ske National Assembly, and stigmatised them, ao a bloody, cruel, and
derecious democracy. - He appealed o the Aouse, whether he kad
ultered one single syliable concerning the national assembly, which
could warrant such a construction as the honorable gentlemon had
put upon his words. He felt himeelf warranted in positively re-
pelling the impulalion; becovse, the whole tenor of kis life, ke
hoped, at least, had proved that he was o ginceve and firm friend to
Jreedom ; and, under that description, he was concerned to find that
there were persons in this country, whe eterlained theories of goe
vernment, not thoroughly consistent with the safety of the stale;
and were, perhaps, ready Lo transfer o part, af least, of that anarchy
swhich prevailed in France, to this kingdom, for' the purpose of cffece
tuating their own designs. Yd, if Uhe honovable gentleman consi-
dered him as puilty, why did he not attack him as the foe of his
country? ﬂ the charge of abusing the mational amembly, it
might scem almost irnt lo anmwer, * What is the national assem-
biytous!”  But, ke declared, that ke did not libel the national
assembly of France, whom ke considered very little in the disenssion of
these matters ; that he thought all the substantial power resided in
the republic of Paris, whose authority guided, or whose example was
Jollowed by all the republics of France, The republic of FPeoris had
ar army undsr their orders, and mot under those of the matiomal
assembly. The honorable gentlemen “had asked from whence the

people of France were Lo capect @ beller conditulion?—whether
Jrom Marshal Broglio, st the head of his army ; or were they to
laok for it emidst the dungeons of the Bastile? Was that o fair
gnd candid mode of treating his argument, or was it what ke
cught to have expected in the moment of departed friendship? On
e contrary, was it not evident Uhat the homorable gentioman had
wade 8 sucrifice of kis friendship, for tAe seke of catching sowme
somentary ity? If the fact was such, however, cven greatly
as ke should conlimue to admire the homorable gentleman's tulents,
Re wrust tell him that kis ar, was chirfly en ar ¢ ad invie
diam, and that oil the applause for whick ke conid from ciuba,
waa sarcely sworth the sacrifice which ke had choscm lo make for og
fuignificand ew gequigition, . . . .,y
 The resplutions secre then agreed to, and tiv boumadjomrned, .
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. Marce. 8.
* BX€ISE DUTIES ON ToRACCO.

.- Mr. SHERIDAN observed, that having some rea-
son to conclude that neither the minister, nor any,
of those gentlemen who were connected with him:
in office, would oppose the motion which he should:
beg leave to submit to the consideration of the
house, it might appear improper to enter, for the
present, into a.detail of the subject. He, should nof,,
therefore, trouble the house with any long series of
. remarks concerning the necessity of repealing ther
act of the last session, subjecting the mapufacturers,
of tobacco and snuff to the Excise .Laws;. but he;
would chiefly employ the few words he should-usey
in most earnestly entreating gentlemen to pay attens;
tion to the subject, assuring them that it was of infi,
nite importance, and the more it was enquired intog
the more would its extent and magnitude display
themselves, and it. would be found that a matter
more interesting to the. first. and, deavest principle§
of the constitution, had scarcely ever called for thej
investigation of a British house of commons.: Every.
member must wish, that in, a question where the
revenue was materially concerned, the utmost eany
- dour might be preserved, and nothing: which bore
the smallest appearance of party spirit be suffered:
to prevail,. Inall cases of revenue, two or three in-
stances excepted, it must be admitted that the whole.
house, to a man, had joined cordially and earnestly
in supporting the measures in agitation, and in en~

Jeavouring, as effectnally as possible, to sustain
and keep up the credit of the country. ; In the onlp
eases in which opposition had been maintained, more
good had been done than harm, as had been evident;
in the case of the fustian tax, and the shop tax, and
he trusted that the same consequence would .follow.
the repeal of the tobacco act ; for repealed it must bey,
if the house would fairly and closely examine jnte
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its operation and effects. It was nnnecessary for
bim either to dwell much upon the general inatten-
tion of that house to questions of revenue, and the
absolute necessity of introducing bills of consider-
able importance, early in the session, so that there
might be time for their full and complete discussion ;
or to point out the folly of reposing a blind confidence
in ministers’ experience respecting matters of re.
venue. Kad the tobacco bill been introduced early
in a session, it was utterly impossible that it should
ever have passed at all; but protracted as it had
been, purposely, to the end of the session, gentle-
men had not that opportunity of examining and con-
sidering a bill of such length, and complicated va~
riety, which ought to have been given, and which
alone could prevent the disgrace which the house
ultimately sustained, in being obliged, the very next
session after it had passed, to revise, reconsider, and
amend their own act. No man (Mr. Sheridan said}
could pronounce him wrong in this observation, or
declare that he hazarded an opinion which was
doubtful ; since, in passing the tobacco act, the
house bad passed an act, that, in the judgment of the
greatest law authority of the kingdom, had been
called a mass of contradictions and absurdities. He
did not mean to refer to the place where this decla~
ration had been miade, because he knew that the
forms and céstoms of that house would not admit of
it, and he wished not to be irregular, but be had the
sanction of the first legal authority in the kingdom
to declare, that the il was so ill drawn, that it
was impossible to be understood; that it was full of
clanses of an opposite and cootradictory pature ;
that many of them were absolutely irreconcileable ;
and that the whole bill had been framed and put

ther by a man, who could write, but who conld
not read. The principle of the bill led to the intro-
daction of a general excise; and, therefore, on that
ground alone, it ought to be repealed. He wished
also, that if it were possible, it could be viewed so
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as to be regarded solely as a matter of revenie, diss
connected as it were from the constitution. ' He
knew that it was impossible in that house absolutely
to disconnect the constitution and the revenue in alt
matters regarding the revenue; but still he” wished
that it might be looked on with a trading’ eye; and
solely with a view fo the revenue.” The excisé laws
would then be found likely to cut up our resourcés
by the roots, and to be the most fatal mode of ‘col2 -
lection in its effect, to which it was possible to resort:
In the case of tobacco they were wholly inapplica<
ble; and, in fact, he would lay it down as 4 prin?
ciple in the broadest and most unequivocal mannet,
that the extension of the excise system would be just
as applicable to the cloth which we wore on our
backs, the buckles in our shoes, and any and every
other article of our manufacture as tobacco and
snuff. In conclusion, Mr, Sheridan moved :==""""1

% That the several petitions which have been
presented to this house, in this session of parliament,
Prayin%- for a repeal or alteration of the act passed
in the last session of parliament, for laying excise
duties on tobacco, ‘be referred to a committee of the
whole house, and that such of the said petitioners
as desired to be heard by their counsel in support of
 their said petitions.” o

Mr. Pitt answered, but did not oppose the motion. el '
- Mr. Sheridan replied, that he should not gé into
any -general arguments in answer to the tartness
and asperity manifested by the right honorable gen<
tleman, whom he was sorry to perceive so sore upon-
the subject, but however the right honorable gen-
tleman might lose his temper, he was determined to'
keep his own, and adhere to the moderation ‘with
which he began. “As to the general observation that
he had made, respecting the eonsequence of bring=
ing in great and important bills' at the end of the
session, and passing them in a hurry, it was a jus?
tifiable one, surely, since the first law autherity in
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the kingdom had said that the bill was unintelli-
gible, and pronounced it a mass of contradictions,
absurdity and oppression. Had he wished to speak
of bringing in the bill with' any sort of severity, he
might have charged the right honorable gentleman
with having, in the course of the preceding session,
informed the house that the bill was nearly ready;
and then having the next year, premeditatedly and
" designedly, protracted it t1ll the end of the session,
when a sufficient number of gentlemen were notin
town, or did not attend to give it the necessary exa-~
mination. Adverting to tEe Chancellor of the Ex«
chequer’s observation respecting the want of analo
between broad cloth and tobacco, Mr. Sheridan de~
clared, that he had never dreamt of any, but merely
talked of the applicability of the excise laws to two
oﬁrosite articles of manufacture. Tbe right honor-
able gentleman bad asserted, that he had sought
the best information in his power, and that the
manufacturers bad engaged to send him an account
of their grievances, but they had failed to make
good their word. Mr. Bheridan contradicted the
assertion, and said, that luckily the matter did not
rest or his evidence, but a third party, the manufac-
turers themselves. He confessed l¥e was not pre-
sent at the meeting, but he spoke upon their autho-
rity. It was true, the right honorable gentleman
saw them, and asked them to state their grievances
specifically in writing; they told him that was a
matter of information they could not afford to give
bim, but wished to give all the information in their
power to the representatives of the people. There
was nothing extraordivary in this ; and yet, because
they would nat privately commaunicate their case to
the right honorable gentleman, he bad charged.
them with baving declined the performance of a
ise, which the manufacturers not only mever
made, but to whicl they expressly refused to. ac-
celle. . For his ewn part, he eould positively affirm
that the petitioners bad not bad recourse to the ex~
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citing any sort of clamour, but were ready to come
to the bar of that house and prove, by evidence, that
they laboured under a very great oppression and in-
convenience. This was the proper mode of pro~
ceeding, and it should be considered, that the ma-
nufacturers were men of character and respectability,
- in every sense of the words; when they came to the
bar, the house would be able to know who and what
they were, and how the facts actually stood.

" The motion Passed. . . :

Mr. Sheridan rose again to name the day, but
begged the bonorable member for Hull to declare
whether he did not know that the whole of .the hill
had not been put in force? A material part of the
. evidence would go to prove that the bill was so im.

practicable, that parts of it had been obliged to be
suspended. : C

My, Thornton answered, that the murveys swere made more fréa
tly in the country than in town, (only once in sin weels in the
z:‘t;:', but once every fortnicht in the former) and, therefore, the iny
convenience of the act would have been Jelt more severely in the couns
try thanin town. A . ‘ N
“The ensuing Thursday was nomed for the duy of the committee’h
mﬁ“g- B R oo E , ' .

L ——

_ APRIL 18. ) o
. EXCISE DUTIES ON EFORACCO. . .

M. Sheridan moved the order of the duy for the house to resole
itself inth g committee on the several petitions, praying for @ repesl.of
the. acl for excising tobacco ; avhich being compliedwith, .. .,

- Mr. SHERTDAN observed, that, in despite of the
little consideration to which several honorable mem~
bers might thiok the subject of the ensuing debata
.entitied, he felt himself thoronghly convinged thak
the great importance of its nature merited the closest:
attention, and the most serious. investigation of the
compmittee; and, therefore, upon such-a ground, he
should take. the liberty to pus in his eaenest claim ta
thg. favour of an wnprejudiced and, pationt. heaning.
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The matter, indeed, would scarcely admit of being
enlivened or dignified by the mauner of discossion;
et it was deeply interesting ; for, it involved within
1t points whicE were exceedingly material to the
existence of the constitution itself. He was, how-
ever, too well persuaded, that before he could suc-
ceed in making some members of the committee
view the question in the same light in which it ap-
peared to him, there were some prejodices which it
would be necessary for him to endeavour to remove, -
Of late he had observed that, whenever revenue was
mentioned in parliament, it seemed to be understood
that every other consideration was to give way toit;
and that even constitational principles were made
subordinate to an increase of revenue. This had
own into a kind of prejudice; and a man would -
run the hazard of beini thought an enemy to the
credit of the nation, who should venture to oppose
a plan, however injurious it might prove to the
rigﬁts of the subject, if it purported to hold out a
rospect of an increase of revenue. Yet still should
e presume to oplpose that prejudice, at the same
time that be professed himself to be among the
foremost of those who were anxious to upholg and
preserve the public credit. He was aware that the
doctrine on which this prejudice was founded bad
powerful advocates, and was sanctioned by great
aathorities. ‘Mr. Hastings, among others, bad de-.
elared himself the champion of it, and leot it the
weight and credit of his name ; for, he had affirmed
it, in a solemn manner, to be his opinion, that ¢ re.
venue was the end of all government.”—Baut though
this position was advanced by so great a statesman,
he would not hesitate to say, that it could not he
mainfained for a moment Ly any man who had the
smallest regard for the happiness of his fellow-crea~
tures. 'The true end of government was to keep
mankind together by secunng their happiness, pro-
tecting their rights, and insaring to them the
session and enjoyment of liberty and property. K
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venue might be used as part of the means for effects
ing these desirable purposes, but it would be a per-
version of common sense to call it the end of go-
vernment, These person who could mistake ‘re~
venue for the end: overnment, would, and must
censider a national de%t as absolutely necessary in
every state ; and would therefore take care to esta.
blish what he must always consider as dangerous to
liberty; for, a public debt of any magnitude pro-
duced of course faxes; the collection of taxes re:
quired revenue officers ; the appointment of these
being in the executive government, would necessa~
rily extend the influence of the crown, and  that
_ extension must be at the expense of the rights ef the
people. He was willing to go great lengths to
. sapport the public credit, by increasing the revenue;

but he thought that there were some rights which
were. above all price, and for the want or loss of
which no increase of revenue could be a compensa-
tion. There was another prejudice, the fatal influ-
ence of which had been experienced more than once
in the defeat of laudable endeavors made by friends
to their -country to. =op[;ose what they conceived to
be injurious to the people’s rights. d this preju~
dice was, that measures proposed by a minister
were opposed of course by his political adversaries
in parliament, not because the measures were wrong,
but becanse they were his. This prejudice was
founded upon an opinion as unjust as it was injurious,
and could not, for a moment, stand the. ordeal of
enquiry. If gentlemen would look back, and review
- the Eroceedings of that opposition of which it was

his boast to be a“member, they would find, that the
persons of whom it was composed, bad, upon all oc-
. casions, manifested a strong desire to concur with
the mipister in supporting the public credit; and
that they never attempted to catch at popularity, by
countending that taxation was unnecessary.' -On the.
contrary, 5]6] had ‘always agreed with bim, that in
the actual situation of affairs, .the burdens of. the
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people could mot be lightened. ‘Whenever, then,
they had differed from him, and condemned any of
his measures, the difference was not ahout the end,
but the means, and the issue of their opposition, on
various occasions, proved that it was founded on
reason, and not in hostility to the minister. It was
to opposition that the nation was indebted for the
defeat of the plan, by which the minister would have
placed an excise officer at the mouth of every coal-
pitin the kingdom ; for that must have been the
case, if he had not been obliged hy opposition te
give up the duty which he bad proposed to lay upon
. When one of the most valuable manufac-
tures in the kingdom, the cotton, was endangered
by the injudicious excise duty laid apon fustians,
and other articles, opposition stepped forward, and
by procuring the repeal of that duty, preserved from
ruin one of the greatest sources of trade and wealth
to the nation. The shop-tax was also opposed;
and, after repeated struggles, the mimister gave it
up ; in that case he must be imagined to have given
way te conviction, and not to clamour; and conse-
quently he himself, by comsenting to the repeal of
that tax, admitted that the epposition to it was well
founded. In these various mstances the commmittee
would see that oppowition bad not been actuated
by factions motives ; the success which attended the
-séand made to those different measures, and the
minister’s own conduct in giving up his plans, not-
withstanding the kind of parental fondness ¢hat he
wae known, in general, to feel for whatever propo-
sition he bad emee adopted, proved, beyond contra-
diction, that the gentlemen 1o epposition had good
reason on their mde. Tbhe prejodice which he was
then eo-baﬁngl;;::d:gt wnﬁned‘hw the lwmef of
eommens, but large bodies of manufac.
turers, whose epirit had been brokem down by the
oppression of excise laws, : .
- £t was the decided opmiow of several of the ma-
nufactarers of the very article on which he was to
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say much befora” he.should. sit down,.that the act
was as oppressive, as absurd, and as .impracticable
as it bad bedn declared to be by himself and othersy;
and yet they did!:net dare to join their brethren: in
opposing it, lest by joining -opposition;. theyshonld
bring upon themselves the imrig‘nation of govera-
ment, and the ill-will of the commissioners of excise.
This he could prove by a letter then in his band,
written by Mr. Purvis, of Hull, an eminent mana~
facturer in. the, tobaceo line, te the. committee of
tobacconists.: A passage from this letter Me, Sheri~
dan read ; and it appeared from it that Mr. Parvis,
thohgh::be bad conca theught sa:ill of the tobacco
excise act; that be: was on -the point of quitting the
trade ; snd. though : at: least twa out of .the. three
partners in  his house ‘had been on ithe- point ,of red
tiring from it, on account of this act, yet he was of
opinien that the manufacturers ought to aequiesce]
¢ lest by throwing themselves into the arms-of .op~
position, they should .draw upon themselves the ill-
will of government.”—~Such was the mode of think-
ing and acting: into- which & free-born sabject might
be driven - by. the. -oppressive spirit of  the: excise
laws. Unecommon: pains had. beem; taken,. in:the
public prints, to. detame. all. those. who had: taken
-any part in endeavouring to procure airepeal of the
tobacco act... And no ene had been. more distin~
guished on the eccasion than himself.. He beg-
ged leave to :lYologize, for speaking' concerning
himself; he at all times disliked egetisms, and move
s0, on the present occasion, when: the attention of
the eommittee was to be takem up with the consi-
deration: of important sebjects; buk, . stk as.it
was the part which. be had  taken im this busis
nesa that had dvaws wpon him the ik will of
those who had traduced him;.and -as :they had
connected: his. personal. character with the impor-
tant business in which he was then engaged, he
hoped that the committee would suffer bim to tres-
pass, for some few minutes, on their patience, whils
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. he ‘should proceed to a few vemarks upon the at-
tacks that had beea made upon him. Those whe
made those attacks bad gone out of the common
path, and instead of ‘inmumg the old sober staple of
abuse, had descended to the lowest scurrilities, and
falien without mercy not only upon his public con-
duct, but also on his private life. They had made
charges of a singular natare, and endeavoured to
rob him of the esteem and friendship of those whom
he valued most in society. ' Fortanately, however,
their charges were .as void of truth, as they were
fraught .with malice. He bad, hitherto, treated
them with contemptuous silence, and would hdve.
continued, in this disposition {o the present day, if
he had not felt some reason to think, which reason
he had not heard till a few hours ago, that some of
those charges were considered as founded in truth.
‘What he .more particularly alluded te were, whis-.
s . or reports of jealousies among some of his
friends, and of a certain opposition affirmed .
to have been made by a noble Duke (of Portland)
against some views or expectations, which be (Mr.:
Sheridan) was said to bave entertained concerning
such whispers and . he. could traly declare,
that there was not in them one grain of trath. The
epinion which they ascribed to the noble dake had .
Bever been entertained by bhim. DMr. Sberidan ob-.
served, that he would not venture to state to the.
committee. the opinion that the noble duke was
pleased to entertain of bim, lest he should be accused
of vanity in publishing, what he might deem highly
flattering : all, therefore, that he would assert on
this occasion was, that if be bad it in his power to
make the man, whose goodo{;inionheshouldmost ,
bighly prize, think- flatteringly of bim, he .would
have that man to think of him precisely as the noble .
duke did ; and then his wish on that subject would
The jealousies to. which he was described as
having given occasion, exisied only in the brain of .
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the traducers ; they did not, they conld not existany
whereelse. . . .. [ . SR R
- Here. My, Foz exclrimed * -Hear him! hear him!” in ‘a tone:of
approbation. . s Ly e . I T
He was therefore, perfectly at his ease, whilst the
traducers were propagating their: calomnies. He
defied any man ‘to. charge him with"-any ‘one‘act
which could be tortared into a violation of any ens
gagement founded in honor and integrity. ‘~ If-he
could be charged, in' truth, with any dishonorable;
mean, or unmanly act, he should feel very differently
indeed ; his ‘mind, in' that case, would sting him
more than the most bitter reproaches of his most'ca-
lumniating enemies. As to any pretensions which
might be ascribed to him to situations far beyond his
patural weight in the community, he would only ob¢
serve, that it was the peculiar excellence of the Bri-
tish constitution, that a man could push forward into
notice and -distinction the talents-or abilities, what-
ever they might be, with which providence had en~
dowed him.- Mr. Sheridan, at :length returning to
‘the system of excise, said, that he’ then held in his
hand a book, which contained only ten acts of par:
liament for enforcing the excise; and be was bold
enough to declare, that in no age, or country, had
the most fell despotism pursued measures more ty<
rannical, more cruel, or more oppressive than those
which were to be found’ in that book. Despotism;
he admitted, had oppressed, with marked cruelty in
all ages; but never had it assumed the robe- and
form of law, and built up such a system of oppression
as that book exhibited, It would prove an endless
task to point out the various instances which had
come to his knowledge of the oppressive spirit of the
excise laws. He would, therefore, content himself
with one. "An eminent distiller, of very fair cha-
racter, had eccasion to dispute a judgment by which
a quantity of spirits bad been seized and condemned
as being above proof. He maintained that they
. ‘were not above proof ; that Clarke's hydrometer,
VYOL, 1L S
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by which they had been proved, was faulty; and’
that if the spirits were tried by accurately-made by-
drometets, they would be found to be such as the law
required them to be, and consequently not seizable,
The case went to trial, and turned out to be pre-
cisely as the distiller had stated it to be ; Mr. Clarke
admitted that his hydrometer was faulty, and re-
quested that the commissioners of excise would give
him leave to amend and correct it. But, instead of
listening to a request so reasonable and just, the{
cured a clause to be inserted in a hotch-potch bill,
y which it was enacted that Clarke's hydrometer
should in futare be the legal standard for trying the
strength of spirits. This hydrometer was acknow-
ledged by its maker to be fanlty ; and yet the com-
missioners, so far from granting him leave to amend
it, applied to parliament for an act which sanctioned
error, and legalized falsehood and oppression.

'This single instance must give the committee an
idea of the spirit of the excise laws; and yet the
idea would be faint, and fall infinitely short of the
reality. If, in the course of a trial, it was found that
a person whose goods were seized, bad been ahle to
recover them, a new clause or act was proposed to
meet this particular case; so that system of excise
Jaw was not founded on any general principle, but
on particular cases, and in #s progress, it advanced
regularly from alower to a bi &r degree of oppres-
sion. 'Thus, for instance, in the reign of Charles 11.
when the excise laws began first to appear, great
caution was used to secure the liberty of the sub-
ject from being waatonly abused. Ia the first in-
stance, an excise officer could not break into a
bhouse, without information upon oath, without 2
warrant from a justice of peace, and the presence
and attendance of a constable; and no house was,
even with all these precautions, to be entered by an
exciseman in the night. But, by degrees, all these
barriers erected for the protection of liberty, were
beaten down ; the warrant from the justice was dis-



1790.] 259 -

pensed with, as well as the information upon oath,
and the attendance of a constable ; and at last the
officer might enter in the dead of night ; nay, so far
had the spirit of despotism been carried, that in the
very present administration, a clause was inserted in
an act for empowering even a reputed officer of
excise to enter a house by night, without warrant,
or presence of a constable.- :
Here the Attorney-General seemed to doubt by his looks, whether
such a clanse could have passed.
But Mr. Sheridan said it certainly had passed,
after baving been ineffectually opposed by himself
and a worthy and respectable member for Salisbury
(Mr. Hussey.) It was so gross an act of despo-
tism, however, that during the next session of par-
liament it was repealed. In all the cases of trial
under the excise laws, the oflicers and the tradesmen
were not what they ought to bein a free country?—
they did not go into court upon equal terms. It was
the boast of the English constitution, that the highest
and the lowest subject in the land met in a court of
* justice on terms of equality ; but this equality was
destroyed by the excise laws. If goods were seized,
the owner zecame obliged to prove that they had
gaid the duty ; but the officer was not likewise re-
uced to the necessity of proving that they were
seizable, until the owner should have established
grounds that a jury might deem sufficient to war+
rant and call for the restoration of them, The offi-
cer could bring his action within three years, the
trader within three months ;' and the latter was coms
pelled to give notice in writing of the grounds on
which he intended to proceed; and he was re-
strained, at the time of trial, from bringing any
fresh ground, or giving any evidence which he had
not specified in the notice: and, after all, though
the jury should, on finding the eonduct of the officer
to have been vexatious, malicions, and oppressive,
give the trader five thousand pounds damages ; yet,
if the judge should certify that there was probable
' 82
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ound for the seizure, the damages thus given-by a
jury, might be reduced to twopence. Here it might
be said, that the character of the judges would not
allow the supposition that any of them would fa-
vour the excise officer, at the expense of justice.
He, for one, thought as highly as any man of the in-
tegrity and patriotism of the present judges; but he
did not conceive it filting that the hberty and pro-
perty of the subject should ever rest u‘:on mere con-
fidence in the character of individuals; those who
would have bim submit to such a predicament,
would only alarm still more his jealousy. It might,

erhaps, be contended, that the sting of the excise
ﬁtws was taken away by the moderation with which
they were executed ; and an honorable and learned
gentleman (the Attorney-General) bad said, on a
former occasion, that, in point of fact, not more than
seven and a half per cent. was levied of all the fines
and penalties incurred by the traders under these
laws. He admitted the moderation of the crown
lawyers ; but this very moderation was ground for
alarm; for it shewed that those who incurred
penalttes under the excise laws, held ninety-two and
a half per cent. of their property at the will and plea-
sure of the crown, and consequently were obliged to
submit to any thing, rather than offend the govern-
ment of the day, by whose forbearance alone they
enjoyed so considerable a portion of property, which
might be exacted and taken from them, under the
name of penaltics and fines. -Lying thus at the
mercy of government, their spirit was broken down;
and in point of fact they became less good citizens
and subjects than they were before. Upon this oc-
casion, it would be expected that he should make
some remarks concerning the trial by jury, partica-
larly as it was mentioned in all the petitions then on
the table. If there was any haman institution which
a man might be permitted to idolize, even with the
enthusiasm of superstition, it was the trial by jory.
But if it was to be continued npon no other princi-
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ples than those of the excise laws, he should not deem
it worth preserving ; nay, he thought that in the
-end it might become dangerous to the community.
Men who were accustomed to  see the numerous
hardships and oppressions which were always the
fore-runners of a trial on any of the excise laws,
must, in the end, become familiarized with oppres-
sion, and lose much of the horror which it at first
inspires; and finding their verdicts frequently set
aside by the certificate. of a judge, they must, of
course, feel less anxiety about endeavouring to ap-
portion the damages to what they conceive to have
been the extent of the injury done to the trader,
when, after all their pains, the judge might redace
them to twopence. If the minister wished to make
the trial by jurz what it was intended by the consti=
tution, that it should be, a shield against oppression,
be would have him not merely grant an appeal from
‘the decision of the commissioners, which would be at-
tended with the bad consequences that he had just
described, but reform the whole system of proceedin
in excise cases, and place the trader contending wit
the excise office on that footing of equality, without
which, justice could not be obtained. Under the
‘present system, an option of trial by jury, in the last
instance, would prove but a mockery. Let the pre-
liminary hardships under which the trader labours
be removed, and then he might have an equal
chance for justice with the officer, which no one
.could say that he enjoyed at present. Exclusive of
lying, as the traders do at present, so much at the
mercy of the commissioners, holding, as they do,
ninety-two and 4 half per cent. of the penalties in-
curred under the excise acts, at the mercy of those
commissioners, how often would they dare to assert
their right, and endeavour to do themselves justice,
when, %y attempting to do so, they might expose
themselves to the resentment of the board, and to
consequent ruin? Mr. Purvis exhibited a striking
jnstance how a man’s spirit might be broken down

™,
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ander such circumstances. He, like other tobacco-
nists, reprobated, in the strongest terms, the act for
excising tobacco; and yet he would not venture to
join them in endeavouring to procure a repeal of it,
lest be should expose himself to the vengeance of
government, by resisting one of itsacts; and excite
their indignation by applying to any gentleman in
opposition to lend bis aid on the occasion. The
officers of excise, without any one motive to treat
with respect the liberties of the people, had some
temptation to endeavor to destroy them. The legis-
lature had deprived those officers of their elective
franchise, by an act for which, it was true, he him-
self had voted ; but when he did vote for it, he gave
way to the hizh opinion which he entertained of
those who had proposed it, rather than to the dic-
tates of his own judgment; for he held the birth-
rights of men to be too sacred a property to be taken
from them without evident necessity. However, so
it was, that all persons employed in the collection
of the revenue, were so far disfranchised, that the
legislature wonld not suffer them to vote for mem-
bers to serve in parliament. Bmarting under this
disfranchisement, they might go forth m the pleas-
ing hope, that they shonld have opportanities of
revenging the affront they had received, by ha-
rassing and oppressing others; these were the per-
sons who were to be the public spirited destroyers of
smuggling, and the restorers of fair and honest
principles of trade. He would leave it to the com-
mittee to judge how well gualified they were for
such a task. How could degraded teachers, repro-
bated reformers, and excommunicated missionaries,
introduce a new system of fair dealing ! They were
sent forth with brands apon their back, and sconrges
in their hands to put down smuggling, and establish
a system of commerce equally useful to government
and to the trading interest.

As to the country gentlemen, they bad of late
secmed to think that questions of eommerce did not
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regard them; that in such questions they had ao
interest; and that the trading part of the nation was
bound to attend to them. But this was a very
wrong opinion; and he could prove to them that
not only they had am interest in all questions. of
trade, but that they had a greater interest in them
than even the merchants and traders themselves.
This proposition was not new ; it had been first ad-
vauced by Mr. Locke, a man whose opinion would
be received as anthority, not only in the house of
commons, but in all other places. Wonld . the
country gentlemen please to explain in what map-
ner they thought that the national debt was to be
‘paid off ? At present the land stood pledged for the
payment of it ; and as it did not snffice for the dis-
charge of so immense a debt, the surface of the
land, the flocks and herds that grazed upon it, the
ore dug from its bowels, must for ever stand mort- -
gaged for it, unless redeemed by that which bids de~
fiance to space or time~—the inexhaustible resource
of trade, aided by the irresistible energy of en-
terprize, under the management of inviolable fidelity
to engagements, and directed by the wisdom of the
Jegislature to the most eligible- objects. : It was
trade alone, then, that could relieve the land from
the immense burden of debt under which it groaned;
and therefore the country gentlemen were deeply
interested in every question of commerce; and more
so even than those by whom commerce was carried
on. In general, the traders had not a permanent
or hereditary interest in trade ; it was iheir wish to
get out of it as soon as they counld ;”und, therefore, -
they miaht pursie such measures as would speedily
_enrich themselves, but leave trade not worth the
pursuit of those who might come after them. But -
the case wes different with the land-owners ; as they
must wish to see the land freed from the incum-
brances of public debt; and as this could be done
-only by , it was their interest to take care that
no measure was pursued which could check of



264 [APRIL 14,

wtamp s operations, either at present or hereafter;
‘and consequently there was not a set of men in the
nation so much bound to resist the shackles imposed
on trade by the excise laws. Mr. Bheridan ob-
‘served, that it was not his intention to say much
about the manner in which the act for excising to-
bacco was framed, though he might be tempted to
animadvert severely upon it, the house being in a
committee, and the Speaker nat being in the chair;
‘yet, were he to say that the act was ‘ a heap of
contradictions and absurdities, thrown together by
some person who could write but could not read,”
‘some gentleman might not fail to call him to order,
and tell him that it was disorderly to allude to what
had passed in another place, and that he must not
state the highest law opinion in the kingdom on this
act, because that opinion was given in a place to
which the rules of the honse would not suffer its
members to allade.

The treasury seldom gave itself much trouble
-about the formation of bills of revenue, but left it
generally to the respective public boards to frame
them. The process was much like that of the ma-~
nufactare of tobacco. The bills were presented in
the stork or short cut, to the boards, by some of the
chief members; there they were dried, and thence
sent to the Treasury mill to be ground and sifted ;
they received a little infasion in a preliminary and
recommendatory speech from one of the great lJaw
officers of the crown, and then an application was
made to the house of commons, as merely for per-
mit. Suach was the usual process, from.which who
could expect a complete and perfect manufactare ?
Mr. Sheridan observed, that from the mass of evi-
dence which had been given on the subject of this
act, be would draw two conclusions, to which he
‘was convinced that no honest man, listening only
to the voice of reason, could refose his assent. One
was, that the act, so far from being calculated to
prevent smoggling, absolutely encouraged it, and
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provided asecure asylum to protect its “growth:

The other was, that the. operation of the act must

‘necessarily end in the destruction of the: fairiand

licit trade, and the establishment of smuggling on

its ruin. He next remarked, that it was scarcely

possible for any man-to point out clearly, and be-

yond all doubt, in what part of the kingdom the

trade of a tobacconist might be carried on ; for the
clause respecting this in the act, was enveloped.in

such obscurity, that a man' could bardly guess at -
its meaning. In all other businesses, the officer was
obliged to go to the manufacturer; but,under this act,
the manu%-acturer was - obliged ta ge to the officer;
the mountain was compelled to go to Mahomet.
Xt might be imagined that the Board of Excise
would rest satisfied with the power of sending. its
officers to break into our houses at their pleasure;
but that, it-seems, is not enough, we must carry our
houses to them,: that they wmay kick open the doors
.at their leisure.. They say, “ Bring us that mill
-and stream from the valley ; .we cannot go so far
froin home to survey it.”  But such language was
-warranted by the principle of .the act, which would
not suffer the manufacture to be- carried on, except
in cities and market towns within five miles from
the coast. It was obvious that the act would to-
tally destroy the export trade of manufactured
tobacco. It limited the exportation to the island
of Jersey; and left it in the power of. the commis-
sioners of excise, who should export it to Jersey;
-as the act provided, that none should be at liberty
-to export, without a license from the commissioners,
‘who were not bound to grant it to the first who
should apply for it, but might give it to any fa-
‘vorites-whom they chose to select from among the
manufacturers at large. 'The ground of the limita-
tion was observed—it was, that .the manufactare
‘might not be smuggled back. into England from
‘Jersey. .- But this was a poor preventive to smug-
gling; as the people .could provide themselves
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from Holland or America, with any quantity for
which they could find & vent. The export trade to
foreign countries must be greatly injured, if fot
totally destroyed, by the act. In the first place,
the price paid for licences was proportioned to the
quantity of tobacco manufactured, and consequently,
it ought to be considered as a tax ; which must raise
the articles in the foreign markets. This was con.
trary to every sound principle of trade, which con-
demned all burdens laid withoot absolute peces-
sity, on articles of exportation. When the shop
tax was proposed, the right honorable gentleman
respectetr this principle; for he exempted from it
all persons keeping warehouses, and carrying on an
export trade. The present act, militating against
that wise principle of commerce, ought, therefore,
to be repealed, as tending to injure our foreign trade.
There was another way in which this act would
injure, if not at last destroy our export trade of
manufactured tobacco; and that was, that if a to-
bacconist was in the act of getting ready to execute
an order from abroad, he must suspend his work,
if the excise officer shonld come to take a survey;
be must attend him whilst weighing the stock ; and
many hours, perhaps some days, being lost in this
business, the vessel, in which he was to 'hiﬁeiﬂw
g

oods, ordered by his forel eorra"ioncknt. n
grobably obligedyw pat tognsea in the mean time,
the order is lost, and so perhaps is the customer
for ever~for, not to be sbject to such disappoint-
ments, be, perhaps will send his order to some other
eountry; and thus, in the end, might this valnahle
branch of trade be transferred to some other nation,
and entirelg lost to this. Next, as to the encourage-
ment which the act gave to smuggling, though its
avowed. object was to support it Formerii, the
difficalty which aﬂende(;me smuggling of .
was, that even after it was landed and housed, it
was still liable to seizare. But this difficulty was
completely removed by the present act; for, the
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wmoment it got under the roof of the tobacconist, it
was as sacred as if it bad paid duty; the very offi-
cers of excise who had been examined at the bar,
had all admitted that there might be great quanti-
ties of smuggled tobacco on the premises of the
wanuafacturer, withont their knowledge; nay that
they might see it without being able to seize it.
‘From papers then on the table, it appeared that
there were 337 wholesale dealers in manufactured
tobacco, and 60,000 retail dealers. Formerly, the
smugglers could deal only with the former; but
now, as every country retail dealer was a manufae-
turer, and could have smuggled tobacee in his
house, without any danger of its being seized, the
act of course increased the possible customers of
~ the smugglers from 837 to upwards of 60,000. The
obvious consequence of the hardships -of the act
would be, that the great manufacturers would feel
themselves  reduced to the necessity of quitting
their trade ;~—and the obvious conseqnence of the in-
creased number of customers te the smugglers,
would be the ruin of the revenue, which this aet
was to make more productive. Among the many
hardships of the manufacturers under this act, there
were two of a very serious nature. One, that from
the nature of the atmosphere,” the ‘manufacture
might, from the woisture or dryness of the air,
lose or gain more in weight, than the table laid
down in the act allowed. What then was the ma-
vufacturer to do? He could not answer for the state
of the atmosphere ; and if his goods had deerensed
in weight through heat, or increased through mois-
ture, without any act of his, to a degree beyond
the standard established by the act, then was he
Lable to ruinous fines and penalties. The commis-
sioners, before they could, in justice, levy these
fives, onght to ascertain that the weather will al-
ways be in that precise state of heat or cold which
the act supposed it would be. 'They ought to make
Christmas give security for frost ; take a bond for

-
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hot weather from August; and oblige damps and
fogs -to take out permits. It was true that it had
been observed, that where the increase or decrease,
beyond the allowed table, appeared to have been
really the effect- of the weather, and not of any
intention -in the manufacturer to defraod the re-
venue, the commissioners ordered the goods, if
seized, to be restored and the penalty remitted.
‘Bat he had two strong objections to this exercise of
illegal mercy by the commissioners, First, it gave
them a dispensing power, which parliament bad
not thongbt proper to allow even to the king; and
secondly, this dispensing power might be used to
very bad purposes. When the Jaw was harsh and
severe, and the executive power indulgent, and
willing to soften its rigor, the people would be led
to dislike their own representatives, whe could pass
a rigorous law, and to fly to the crown for relief
againstit, If a dispensing power could be tolerated
it must be when the benefit of it was general, and
extended, without exception, to every class of sub-
jects without distinction; as was the case when an
act of parliament ordered all vesvels that were of a
particular construction to be destroyed. Tt was
soon discovered that the execution of so impo-
litic a measure would ruin thousands of poor fisher-
men on the coast, whom the legislature bad not
within their contemplation at the time when the
act was passed, though the letter extended to them
as well as the smugglers who were the objects of
the act. What could prove more impolitic, than
to pass any act which, in the execution, would ruin
the country? It was wrong that the executive
government should be so careless in prﬁgaring bills
as to propose such as it must afterwards (by what
might perhaps be called a not illandable violation of
the constitution) not suffer to be executed. In case
of those fishing boats, however, the evil was not
so great; becanse the dispensation was geueral,
without any respect to persons. But in the case
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of remitting fines to manufacturers: who should
have incurred them, an inquisition might be set on-
foot into the life and political principles of each
individnal ; and those only might feel the indul-
gence of the commissioners who should be found to-
be the friends and supporters of the subsisting ad-
-ministration. Were a man, whose stock had in-
creased or diminished beyond the standard table in
the act, to attend the commissioners, and assure
them that the weather alone had occasioned the in-
creaseé or decrease of the article, and that no frand
whatever had been used on the occasion, the com-
missioners might say to him, * Sir, . you need not
give yourself so much trouble to prove your inno-
cence; we see honesty in your orange cape.”

But should a fperson-of quite a different side in
politics, attend for the same purpose, the commis-
sioners might say, ¢ Sir, you are not to be believed 3
we see fraud in your blue and buff, and it is impos-
sible that you should not be a smugglér.” Perhaps
(Mr. Sheridan remarked) he should be told thatit
was not liberal in him to suppose that the commis-
sioners would be capable’of acting in this way; but
he was warranted, by the authority of the law, in
entertaining a constitutional jealousy of men, whom -
the law considered as unfit to sit in parliament, or
vote at elections, on the supposition that they were
not free agents, but under the mfluence of the crown,
‘When the manufacturers were under examination at
the bar, they had not let fall any expression which
might intimate that it was their intention to quit the
trade, if the act was not repealed ; they thought that
such an intimation would not be. decent.in them, as
it would appear like a threat; but what their re-
spect for parliament would not suffer them to utter
at the bar, they had said to him in private ; and he
believed, he might assure the committee, if the bill
was pot repealed, the tobacco manufacture would
be lost to this country. Indeed the evidence of Mr.
Baker, who made the cutting machines, proved
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that the danger was nearer than gentlemen might
apprehend ; 1t proved that orders from abroad for
those machines had inereased, whilst the home or-
ders had greatly diminished. One bardship, per-
haps, greater than any other, considered in a mere
commercial light, which the manufacturers suffered
under this act, was, that the mysteries of their trade
were laid open, to the® irreparable injury of their
families and fortunes. Of the value of some of these
mysteries the committee might form an idea, when
they recollected that it had been proved in evidence
that one manufactarer had refused 20,0001 for the
disclosure of a secret in the manufacturing of tobacco
peculiar to himself,

Mr. Sheridan now asked the Chancellor of the
Exchequer, what were the mighty advantages
gained by the revenue, which could be considered
@3 & compensation for sach hardships and encroach-
ments? ‘To shew that the advantage to the revenue
was not sach as could induce the legislature to con-
tinne so oppressive an act, he calcalated what the
customs on tobacco bad produced before the act ;
and what the customs and excise on the same article
bad produced since. In the first winter half year,
after the act d, the produce was 2984,000L ; the
produce of the second, or summer half year, was
about 317,0001 ; in all 611,000/, ; from which about
51,000 should be deducted ; becaunse, though having
been actvally levied upon the article within the
year, it was for several reasons not to be considered
a8 likely to prove a permanent part of the gross
prodace of tll::: revenue on tobacco, but rather as
eccasioned by a temporary caause, which probably
would pever return ; this would reduce the revenue
en this article to 560,000/, which was just 25,000Z
more than was collected on tobacco before this act
paseed. Wonld any man, to whom the rights of
the people were dear, for so insignificant an in.
crease of revenae invade those rights? But above
all, would he, for such an increase,risk theloss of the
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whole ? which he verily believed weunld be the case.
if the act was not repealed. If the minister wished
to.avail himself of the resources which he could stiil
find in a new regulation of the revenue, he mighs
raise a very considerable supply without laying any
fresh burden on the people, or abridging their h-
berties. In the customs there was great room for
improvement if the Treasury would give up its pas
tronage. He did not mean “ to disclose the secrets
of the prison-house,” from having been in it; but
every one knew that the business of excise was
better conducted than that of the customs, merely
because -the patronage of it was in the board of
excise, which was responsible for the conduct of all
its officers. But in the costoms it was different,
The coasts of the kingdom were parcelled out inte
various districts; and persons were appointed to
those districts by the Treasary; not becaunse they
had superior ability or merit, or were disposed to
shew themselves enemies to smuggling, but because
they were recommended from quarters in which
- recommendation, on account -of election interests,
was irresistible. He meant not to cast any pars
ticalar reflection on the present treasury board; its
conduct on this head was perhaps the same as thai
of all boards which had gone before it. .All he
meant was, that if a minister would dare to be bold
in the canse of "his country, he might make the
customs infinitely more preductive than they wera
at that moment, L -
Towards the close of this speech, Mr. Sheridan
mentioned a hard case, perhaps little known, of &
- gentleman’s coach and Eorses being liable to be
seized if he took two pounds of snuff with him iate
the country ; and that they were forfeited if seized
after five o’clock. - He declared that he saw no
reason why the house of the honest, industrious ma-
nufacturer should not be as safe and as sacred as
the proudest mansion. '
.He instanced the spirited conduct of Mr. Ed.
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dowes of Chester, who, at the expense of a great
part of his private fortune, had maintained a contest
with the corporation of Chester, on a public occa~
sion, in which he had no other interest than a desire
to check oppression, or what he thought oppression.
That Mr. Eddowes (whom he could shew to a
foreigner, and say, this man has spent the income
of a petty German principality to do a public jus.
tice), after being examined at the bar of that house,
and saying, that he had been obliged to deceive the
officers, was treated with an agreeable companion
in a stage coach the next day, who proved to be an
exciseman, and who, the day after their arrival at
Chester, kept him fourteen hours in his manufactory
weighing bis stock. Mpr, Sheridan conceived that
the naval service of this kingdom might, with honor
to itself, and great advamaie to the nation, be
employed in the collection of the revenue. Though
he was of opinion that the tobaceco act ought to %e
repealed, still he did not intend to make a motion to
that effect; because the minister might then say
that he would modify the act, and render it less
objectionable ; but his object was to withdraw the
tobacco totally from the management of the board
of excise. Upon this rinciEle, it was his intention
to meve a proposition which should shew that it ought
pot to be excised atall. Mr. Sheridan now con.
cluded his remarks by moving the following short
resolution : * That the survey of the excise is inap-
plicable to the manufactory of tobacco.” : -

. Pi , Lord ort, Mr. W, X

Vi oy Sir S oo, o Gronalley Cotoned Foliston,
Mr. Dundas, Sir Rickard Hill, Mr. S. Thornton, Aldesman Wat-
wn, Mr, Thornton, and others, having delivered their sentiments,
Mr. Sheridan rising a second time observed, that
1otwithstanding that he might claim a right to speak
nore thap once in a committee, and notwithstand-
ng that it was usual, when the bouse was not in a
ommittee, for it so far to extend its cand?r, as to
sermit the mover of any proposition to rise in reply -
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at the end of the debate, he was not insensible of
the indulgence he had already experienced at the
bands of the committee, and therefore shounld not
long trespass farther on their patience; and it was,
he thougﬁt, the more necessary, as in the course of
the debate he imagined that he had perceived some
symptoms of members having made up their minds
on the subject.  He should begin with what had
been said by an honorable baronet (Sir Rich. Hill)
over the way, who had appealed to the landed in-
terest fo support the bill of ihe last year, and com-
plained in bitter terms of the loud clamor made
whenever the trade .of the country was touched,
saying, that if a single bristle was plucked, it
grunted and made a strange kind of noise; but that
the landed interest was like a sheep ; it stood still,
and would let you fleece it again and again without
a murmur. The honorable baronet unfortunately
forgot, that he was, in the very moment, furnishing
an Instance in his own person, that the landed in-
terest was not always so passive, and he had for-
gotten likewise that he had paijd the right honorable
gentleman a curious compliment, by ending his
speech with saying, that the right honorable gentle-
man had voted for the excise bill (of which he com-
plained so. loudly), because the administration of
that day was tottering in their seats, and he saw that
he should soon come into power. With regard to
the situation which he had holden, when the case
to which the honorable baronet alluded, had taken
place, and which the bonorable baronet had de-
scribed as the most enormous extension of the excise
laws ever practised ; the honorable baronet had
done him more honor than he meérited, the place
which he filled at the. time, being merely a sub-
altern and subordinate situation ; but, he would not
answer what the honorable baronet had so Eointedly_
urged against the Chancellor of the Exchequer of
that day. with any argument; he would answer it
with his name; it was Lord John Cavendish, and
VOL. n. T
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the measure alluded to, which had been so well
explained by the worthy magistrate near him, had
been received, whether by grunting or groaning he
could not say, but with as much unjust clamor as
any measure ever experienced. The whole story,
however, the honorable baronet had introduced with
less novelty than generally belonged to his faceti-
ousness of anecdote. Mr. Bheridan next proceeded
to take notice of (what he termed) the misrepre-
sentations of the nght honorable the Chancellor of
the Exchequer, who (he remarked) had treated him,
the bill, and the manufactarers all alike, having
mis-stated his arguments, misrepresented the mana-
facturers, and misconstructed the act of parliament.
Possibly the right honorable gentleman might think
what be made rather an uncivil description of his
argument ; but the right honorable gentleman
would recollect that he had himself, in the begin-
ning of his speech, applied terms equally harsh
and grating to what had fallen from bim. The
right honorable gentleman was the only person who
had affected to disbelieve the manufacturers, al-
though the manufacturers had, last year, delivered
precisely the same evidence at the bar of that house,
and afterwards confirmed it upon their oaths at the
bar of the house of lords. 1If the right honorable
gentleman had doubted the truth of the evidence of
the manufacturers, it was his duty, in justice to him-
self, and in fairness to them, to have called other
witnesses to have disproved what they advanced.
Not baving done this, he had no right to doubt the
veracity of men as honorable as himself, and as in-
capable of acting dishonestly with respect to the
revenne as the whole board of treasury itself. It was
but justice to the manafacturers, that he should say
thus much in their behalf, and at the same time
complain of the unfair manner in which the right
honorable gentleman had commented on the evi-
dence of Mr. Postlethwayte, who had expressly
stated at the bar on what principle be made his
’
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calculation of encreases; and, therefore, in his ab<
stract of the evidence, necessarily and natarally
adhered to the same principle, and separated what
was termed the retarn from the roll tobacco. - The
right honorable gentleman - taking advantage of
that part of his argument which reprobated the op-
pression and tyranny of the system. of excise laws
in general, had charged him with wishing to pull
down the whole system; and, thus, at one stroke
annihilate six millions and a half of yearly revenue,
This was a most unfair way of meeting his argu.
ment, and the right honorable gentleman seemed to
have forgotten, that, wherever any extension of the
excise laws was under consideration, it was usunal to
argue the question in that house, not on the narrow
ground of the particular hardship on the point of
being inflicted upon the individnal in the particular
instance in question, but on the broad constitutional
ground, with a view to the danger in which the
extension of those laws threatened to place the free-
dom and liberties of the people.

- This had been the case 1 the cyder tax, when -
in the course of debate it had been said, non Casar
pulsonte manu. “ The winds of heaven and the
elements may enter the cottage of the peasant, but
not the king, without the peasant’s permission.”.
This was not a-mere flight oFepoetry; but at once,

a lively, fanciful, and forcible effasion of the mind,
founded on what he considered as the goed old
English proverb, « that every man’s house is his
castle,” which was im fact the very essence of
Magna Charta. He need scareely add, that the .
erson who had.used the expression which he had
just quoted was the Earl of C‘imtham, who had not
thought it wrong to argue the question of the eyder
tax upon the general principle of the excise laws,
and their constitutional tendency. But there was
a manifest inconsisiency in that part of the Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer’s argument, in which he
charged him with wishing to pull down the whole’
T2 '
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system” of excise’; and in the same breath had de-
clared, that he (Mr. 8.) was willing to leave the
manufactures of soap, candles, starc%, and all the
rest of the manufactures at present subject to the
excise under the oppression and tyranny of those
laws. It was absolutely impossible, as the com-
mittee must see, for the two things to be true, be-
cause they directly militated against each other.
Another point in which the right honorable gentle-
man had totally mis-stated him,and in which,indeed,
his right honorable friend near bim bad also a little
migconceived him, was, in respect to trial by jury ;
both imagining that he disapproved of a trial J
jury, in cases of excise. He had expressly declared,
that if a general reform of excise laws were to take
place, he saw, that such a case trial by jury, might
be applied to them as a part of that reform; bat he
had asserted, that he would not accept of trial by
Jjury being proposed by a minister, in a singular and
“particular case, by way of decoy, and in order to
delude the house and the public into an acquiescence
with the application of the excise laws to the ma-
nufacture of tobacco. He would not graft, or ap-
prove of a graft of that kind, on so vile a being,
convinced that the tree could not produce such fruit,
and that so beantiful and excellent a head as a trial
by jury ought not, in that manner, to be 2annexed to
so deformed a trunk. The right honorable gentle-
man persevered in maintaining that the manafac-
turers had kept back some intelligence from him,
and had to thank themselves if be did not do them
-all the justice that their case might require. The
fact was, that when he (Mr. 85 found them in
town, and prepared to propose a repeal of the act
of the last session, he had, at their very first meet--
ing, advised them not to apply to the opposition, but
at once to the Treasury, and endeavor to get re-
dress, through the medium of His Majesty’s ministers,
which, in all matters of revenue and finance, be was
ready to confess, he thought the most proper hands
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for alterations of the revenué laws to come from,-
The answer they gave him was, that they had been
at the treasury with the secretaries, and had seen
Mr. Pitt, and that their reception did not encourage
them to hope for success; and, therefore, .they
were determined to apply to Earliament, througf;
the medium of opposition, wishing that their case
should come before that house and the public.
But the right honorable gentleman’s mode of treat-
ing the manufacturers was curious. They go to
him, and tell him, ¢ that their objections to the bill
were fundamental ; that no amendment, no modifi-
cation of it will meet their ideas ; they object to the
principle, and nothing short of an actual repeal can
satisfy them, as they must, at all events, have the
excisemen kept out of their manufactory,” Having
stated this, the manufacturers ask the right honor-.
able gentleman if he will consent to give up. the
principle? The right honorable gentleman answers.
“ No ; the principle must not be abandoned; but,
do you inform me how I shall alter the bill.” This
the manufacturers refuse; and they wisely refused .
it, in his opinion ; for, what was it but the minister's
saying, * I have a yoke to put about your necks, do
you help me in fitting it on ; only assist me with
your knowledge of the subject, and I'll fit you with
the prettiest pair of fetters that ever were seen in
the world.,” With regard to the right honorable
gentleman’s argument, that there was a great in-
crease of revenue in consequence of the act con-.
tinning in force, he held that to be no argument at
all. He never wished to count the money, when
he was certain that the purse which contained it,
with all its contents, were stolen. Every person
knew that the right honorable gentleman could
‘make out an account so as to give any calculations
he chose to bring forward, at least a plausible ap-
pearance. The right honorable gentleman had cal-
culated three several ways, saying to the commit-
tee, “ Take it this way and you have fifty thousand
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pounds. Take it this other way and you have
seventy ; and take it this other way and you have
one hundred and thirty.” There could be (Mr.
Sheridan added) only one fair and true mode of
calculating what the produce of the tax, while under
the excise laws, was. This mode he had stated,
and it was clear that the ntmost increase they could
expect was but very trifling indeed ; but if the right
honorable gentleman’s highest caleulation of in-
crease were founded, he should still be of opinion, that
the bill ought to be repealed. With respect to the
manufactarers having told the minister that their
objections to the bill were fundamental, and went
to the principle of it, which he had refused to aban-
don ; he ought not to talk of their having with-
holden information from him, because of what use
could any ioformation they might possess be of to
him, when he had declared he would not, at any
rate, comply with their requisition ? Mr. Sheridan
next adverted to what had fallen from Bir James
Johnstone, wha he understood had censured him
for having cast an imputation on the Board of Cus. -
toms. So far from that being the fact, he had ex-
pressly stated a wish that the Treasnry would give
up the patronage of the castom house, and vest the -
power of managing the revenue and customs, and
appointiug officers in the several subordinate situa~
tions, in the board of commissioners. This surely
was paying the board a comphiment, by giving them
s preference over the lords of the Treasury. He
never had heard sueh unconstitational reasons urged
withindtbose walls, al: hadc bee;; stat;ad by a no-
ble lord opposite go him (Carysfort for applyin
the exciseplt):ﬂtohacco am} its manufacturel.)plgl‘hg
noble lord bad contended that tobacco was a luxury,
and therefore a fit object of taxation; and that t
most efficacious way of making it productive was to
pat it under the excise laws. But, because tobaceo
was a laxury, were those who were concerned in
its manufacture wholly unworthy of protection, and
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fit only for oppression ? ,Had the noble lord forgot-
ten that there were beings called men, who were
manufacturers of tobacco ?—that those men were
their fellow subjects, entitied to the enjoyment of
the same rights and the same privileges as them-
selves P—was it then the article being a luxury, that
distinguished it from other manufactures, and ren-
dered the animals about it more fit for oppression,
and less worthy of the blessings of the constitution
than other manufacturers? The noble lord also
had argued, that the less tobacco was exported the
better. That was as anti-commercial a principle as
he had ever heard ; but the practice of collecting
taxes in France had been recommended by the noble
lord, Sarely, when France happily had thrown off
the yoke of oppression, we were not going to pick
up the discarded trash of tyranny, and deck our-
selves out in the cast-off dirt and dregs of despo-
tism ? He did not mean at present to go farther
into the subject of France, nor should he forbear
from any apprehension of differing in opinion with
any other person, more especially with one (Mr.
Burke), for whose talents and personal virtue he
had the highest esteem, veneration, and regard, and
with whom bhe might be allowed to differ in opinion
upon the subject of France, persuaded as he was
that they never could differ in principle ; all, how-
ever, which he would say fartber on the subject
was, that he hoped, when the new constitution of
France should be settled, it would prove such as
would secure the blessings of liberty to the subjects
of that kingdom, having ever been of opinion that
it was not right that this should be the only free
country in Europe ; but still hoping that, as we had
‘hitherto preserved the glorious superiority of bein

the only spot in which the subjects were governed,
‘not by the will of individuals, but by laws which
they made for themselves, we should continue to be
;tre-eminently‘ free, and have no badge of slavery
astened unnaturally on our constitution. After ex-
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sressing a wish that the noble lord would cherish
octrines more congenial to that zeal for the consti.
tution, which he had manifested in the early part of
bis speech, than he had afterwards breathed, Mr.
Sheridan proceeded to take notice of Mr. Dunday’s
defence and repetition of what he had formerly waid
relative to the extension of the excise laws in future.
It happened, he observed, that the paragraph to
which the right honorable gentleman alluded, con-
tained one ingredient somewhat different from what
he (Mr. Sheridan) had talked of as conformable to
the standard of staple newspaper abuse : the asser-
tion stated to have been that of Mr. Dundas, was
very near the truth, for the right honorable gentle-
man had bimself confessed, that what he had on a
former occasion said, was neither more nor less than,
“ That when a new tax to raise a Jarge sum should
be necessary, every gentleman well knew that it
could not be rendered productive in its collection,
without the application of the excise law.”” Another
right honorable gentleman (Mr. Grenville) had
avowed the doctrine of pushing the extension of the
excise Jaws in a broader manner than amny other

entleman, and had said, that by only placing three
%undred and thirty-seven persons more under the
excise laws, the revenue obtained one hundred and
thirty thousand pounds a year. This was appre.
ciating the liberties of Englishmen, and the first
instance of the kind which they bad ever beard.
As the right honorable gentleman was an excellent
calculator, he would recommend him to form a
table of the prices of freedom, which be was per-
suaded he could do with much greater accuracy than
the tables of increase in tobacco. In a short time
he should then expect to see, at one view, the dif-
ferent appreciation of the rights and liberties of
every description of persons. Perhaps it would run,
thirty pounds for the liberties of a man, twenty
pounds for those of a woman, fifteen pounds for
those of an apprentice, ten pounds for breaking into
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your house in the night-tinte,and so on in an equal
graduation. Mr, Sheridan at length, came to the
declaration of Mr. Henry Thornton, that he would.
vote for the repeal of the act of last session, or any -
motion relative to it short-of the declaration’.con-
tained in the question then before the ‘committee:
that the survey of the excise was inapplicable to to-
bacco. He contended that his motion was, in fact;
tantamount to a motion for an actual repeal; but
that in the horry of committing it to paper, he had
omitted to state it. in the manner, according to
which the committee would themselves recollect he
had opened and argued it. - Instead of its standing
nakecﬁy, “ That the survey of the excise was inap-
plicable to tobacco,” he meant to have worded 1it,
“ 'T'hat it appeared to the committee, from the evi-
dence of the manufacturers, that the survey of the
excise was inapplicable to tobacco.” It was per-
fectly immaterial to him what the motion was, upon
which he took the sense of the committee, provided
that it met the points which his arguments went to
enforce ; and, therefore, as it might save the com-
miitee the trouble of two divisions, and accommo-
date the honorable member for the Borough, he
-would, with the leave of the committee, withdraw
the present motion, and move at once * for leave to
bring in a bill to repeal the act of the last session,

imposing certain duties on tobacco, subject to cer-
tain regulations of excise. :

‘Thir being adjusted, the committee divided ; ayes 147 ; nocs lﬁi.

AfRIL 19,
WAYS AND MEANS.

My. Pitt opened the debate by stating the vavious articles of sup-
ply which been voted, and afterwardsthe amount of the annual
revenwe.  He concluded by moving-—* That it i the opinion of this -
commiltce, that the sum of 2,300,000L be taken from the consoli-
dated fund, and applicd o the service of the currenl year. .- *

-
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Mr. SHERIDAN declared, that it would have
given him great pleasure, if he could have recon-
ciled it to himself to have continued wholly silent,
without appearing either to disturb the ﬂyattering
prospect which the right honorable gentleman (the
Chancellor of the Exchequer) had presented to the
committee, or to depreciate the calculation on which
he had claimed the confidence of the house; but
the right honorable gentleman had bimself declared,
that it had proved the greatest glory of the house of
commons when they manifesteg the courage to face
their situation, and to state the truth of it, however
unpleasant the task. On this ground, he felt him-
self compelled to maintain every one of his former
calculations ; and whilst be agreed with the minister
in his general principles, and in his statement of
the growing prosperity of the country, completely to
disagree with him in the single fact, that our in-
come was equal, or pearly equal, to our expendi-
ture. He had never spoken in a desponding state
of our resources ; on the contrary, no man thought
more highly of them, if judiciously applied. But
his opinion was founded precisely on the principle
whicE the right honorable gentleman had dwelt so
much on ; and this was a sanguine confidence in the
energies derived from our constitution, and the ex-
ertions which belonged to eur national character.
This the right honorable gentleman had well called
the vital principle of our commercial prospenity ;
but it was one thing to call it so, and another o act
on that conviction. He rejoiced to hear him admit
the principle, but he should rejoice more when he
saw him abstain from violating this vital principle,
by arbitrary checks on the liberty, security, and
industry of the subject. The right honorable gen-
tleman had stated the amount, in a complicated
manner; the usnal forms and practice justified some
part of the mode, which was intelligible to a very
few. The method he should tKumle was simply to
compare the actual income with the actual expendi-
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tare ; this he would do on the average of the four

past years, and the present year. Mr. Sheridan

then went through a variety of calculations from

papers on the table, from which he contended that
it was evident that the average annual income of
the four last years was 15,723,000/, and the annual

expenditure was 17,140,104/. Excess of the ex-

penditure, including what was called the surplus

million beyond the income of each year, two mil-

lions and some thousand pounds. Mr. Sheridan then
stated the extra and temporary resources, by which

this deficiency had been made up, and the actual

addition to the unfunded debt, independent of the

loan of last year, which had been contracted while

we were pretending to reduce our funded debt. He

then waved all unfgavorable inferences from this re-

view of the past, and resorting to the figures, which

he had taken down from Mr. Pitt’'s own statement

that day, he called on the committee to see how the

account really stood for the present year. The
Chancellor of the Exchequer had taken the best
average be could, that of the three last years, This
account made the average income 15,720,000 and
this was the income which the right honorable gen-
tleman calculated at for the present year. He
would say nothing to impeach this average, though
much might be sard, particularly with respect to the
manner in which the arrears of the land and window
tax had been whirled in, and added to this year’s
produce, and the annual malt duty being taken
above its actual amount. But, how did the head of
expenditure stand upon his own figures, and on de-
mands not to be disputed ? - ' n

.Navy p— — - £2,200,000
Army — — 1,870,000
* Ordnance — — 4,567,000
- American Loyalists -_— 2,74,000
Miscellaneous Expenses — 328,000

- Total £5,129,000.
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Add to this, interest of debt £9,275,000

Paid for reduction of debt 1,000,000
Civil List — —_ 900,000

" Interest on Exchequer Bills 258,000
Charge on Aggregate Fund 64,000
The Appropriated Duties — 66,000
Militia —_ —_ 91,000
Increase of Navy Debt this year 150,000
£11,804,000

Add Services of the year 5,133,000

Total of this year's expenditure at
present demanded —  £16,937,000

But, as Mr. Sheridan ohserved, there were many
matters omitted, as paying for finishing Somerset
House and Carlton House, he was confident that he
understated the year’s expenditure when he put it at
seventecen 1illions. Here then the matler was
brought to a narrow compass, the utmost income the
minister pretended to reckon on, was 15,723,000/ the
difference, therefore, amounting to nearly 1,300,0001,
was the actual deficiency between our income and
expenditure. '

Eere, Mr. Sheridan declared, he made his stand;
if the right honorable gentleman’s principle was
right, that the truth ought to be known : here was
a statement which admitted of no possible dispute ;
for every figure of it was taken from accounts vpon
the table—if it was answered, that we were not
yet arrived at the establishment, and that the
expenditure would be greatly reduced ; to that he
would say nothing but to impress on the minds of
the committee the indispensable duty of looking to
the performance of these promises ; otherwise, after
all the pleasing prospects which were offered to us,

"and the eloguent congratalations of that day, the
obstinate and unfortapate fact would be, that we
were a government expending considerably more
“than a million beyond oar income. Mr. Sheridan
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adverting slightly to the advantages which.we
reaped from the calamitous situation of the rest of:
Europe, thought sufficient allowance had been given,
for this by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, when,
he mentioned the subject; but he would not urge.
it, because it was the only source of our prosperity:
which could not be dwelt upon with pleasure., i
He next mentioned the resource, of the lottery,
and regretted that it should have been so:trinm- .
phantly announced to the committee. He contended:
that the ultimate and permanent loss to the com-
munity in the injury dooe to the industry and inte-
grity of the lower class of people, outweighed infi-
nitely, any temporary gain which, the minister could
derive from it. He opposed it, therefore, on the
same principle (and he had uniformly done so) that
he opposed the extension of the excise, because it
was part of a system which Jooked to a momentary,
gain at the expense of those sound and superior.
principles which formed the true foundation of our
prosperity. He looked not to the Exchequer for the
produce of a lottery, but to the Old Bailey ; not to
the temporary advantage to the state in a pecuniary.
foint of view, but to the exports to Botany Bay.
n conclusion, Mr. Sheridan repeated, that he felt a
sincere satisfaction at the general prospect.of the
country’s being in so flourishing a situation, .
M. Pitt endeavoured to point out the alleged of Mr.
Sheridan's reasoning, and t,;u supposed mgmfmi{m on
which he had built his comparison, and their assigned reasons to
prove, that all that paat of his speech which tended to take the
mehvingpaid#m?;drnﬁum.me to ques-
tion, and even to confutation, &c. Mr. Fox next spoke. .« - .
Mr. Sheridan. yising a second time, remarked,
that if he could judge from the manner of the right -
honorable gentleman, he appeared to have reserved
the mildness of a peace establishment for his right
honorable friend, (Mr. Fox) and had hoarded his
hostile spirit for him. He might as well, however,
bave shewn, that . e
Grim.visaged war hath smooth'd his wrinkled front:
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becanse the right honorable gentleman well knew,
that when he felt himself on nght grounds, this spi-
rit was not apt to weigh muclg; with him. He de;
clared besides, that he should have answered with
equal hostility, had not some time elapsed, and his
feeling subsided. The point in contest between
them was, whether they were likely to have a re-
duction of the expenditure next year, so as to pro-
vide for the surplus of a million ? In the whole of
the right honorable gentleman’s system, there did
not seem the spirit of making a reduction likely to
bring the expenditure within, or even nearly within
the estimate of the committee of 1786. How was
he to make it? Was the army to be reduced ? Or
the ordnance prodigality to be curbed? High
sounding sentences of prosperity, were very pleas-
ing to the ear ; but in matter of figures and account,
the subject must be more closely examined, and he
should continue to repeat that our income was not
eqonal to our expenditure, till it was proved to be
equal. With regard to lotteries, he bad, perbaps,
had greater opportunity of knowing their bad con-
sequences than most gentlemen. He wrs persuaded
that if those consequences were as welt understood
by the committee in general, there could be but one
opinion on the subject. Having brought in a plan
for the regulation of the police of Westminster,
which the right bonorable gentleman would not re-
roach him with having abandoned (as it was aban-
oned by administration, and not by bim) he had
come at facts which proved that Jotteries were most
fatal in their consequences. Mr. Sheridan ex-
plained this declaration relative to the police of
Westminster, by stating, that a plan for regulam
that police, bad been framed by a barrister,
brought forward from Lord Sydney’s office ; that
he had cordially assisted in making it, and given
every help in his power, though it was not te be
known that he did so, nor was he to derive any cre-
dit from it : that he necessarily had many conferen-
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ces with the Westminster justices, and they pro-
duced to him a pawnbroker, who said, that he never
had such 2 number of things brought to him jin the
course of the whole year, as during the drawing of
the lottery. 'That first, the men brought their tools,
then the women their clothes, and one thing after
another, till atlength they brought even the light sil-
ver clasps out of their children’s shoes, and at last
such a picture of penury, distress, and despair was
exhibited, as must make every man of the least feel-
ing shudder. - That picture justified him in assert-
ing, that let the profit acquired from the lottery be
ever so great, he should reject it, as the base gain
derived from a vile and pernicious plan of playing
upon the worst passions of the poor and laborious
rank of people. Perhaps the right honorable gen-
tleman and the committee might think him too
warm ; but he could not avail using the strongest
language of reprobation, when he perceived that our
prodiﬁality equalled, and even exceeded our income,
and that we were imprudently most serious in pro-
viding means of expense, when our enemies were
sunk Into a state of debility.

The resolution passed.

3 e
/1

APRIL, 21.

EXPENDITURE OF THE PUBLIC MONEY IN THE
ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT.

My, Courtenay moved, « that & committer be appointed i
mine into the expenditure of the p:;licmoney;.wuderthc adnﬁm
tion of the Master-Gieneral, and Board of Ordnanee, from
the 1t of unuary, 1784, ‘

* Mr. SHERIDAN expressed his concern, that he
had not been present in the early part of the debate,
and then proceeding, rested the question on three
issues: first, that the noble duke had, declared,
that he would state the accounts yearly, and bad not,
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done so for four years, till called upon to produce
them ; next, that he had put the public to an unne-
cessary expense ; and, thirdly, that the estimate on
the table was false and fallacious. When the corps
of royal engineers was proposed to be reduced, the
noble duke stated his motive for avoiding that reduc-
tion, and desired to use the men as military artifi-
cers. 'This the house granted, and the next year,
" the noble duke averred the men were totally unfit to
act in that capacity ; and he desired to have a new,
corps formed of artificers. The honorable gentle-
man bad boasted, that when an account was called
for, the Ordnance Board had presented one in a
short time ; but why was it not every year laid on,
the table, according to the noble duke’s promise ?
After a variety of other observations, Mr. 8heridan
pnext remarked, that the Chancellor of the Exche-
quer bad commenced his speech with a panegyric
on the order of that house. He was ready to ad-
mit that the Speaker was at all times attentive fo
the preservation of order ; bat he was not willing to

o so far as to say, that under his auspices they might
ﬁope for a restoration of order, because he had some
degree of respect for the memory of the Speaker’s
predecessors. As to bis right bonorable friend,
whom the minister had, with a degree of illiberality,
singled out as an individual instance of 2 member
prone to go ab re ad personam, it was scarcely ne- .
cessary to mention an acknowledged fact, and affirm
that there was no person more free from personality
in general. :

. The motion was negatived without & division.

ARPIL 23.
DUTIES ON POST-HORSES.

aupnoering the iz j;'rﬁal"rmytojﬂw ds{;
payabic on post-horses, swhkich was read 8 first time, .
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+ Mr. SHERIDAN expressed his astonishment at
seeing a bill, franght with such danger, and intro-
ducing so new a principle, in the collection of the
revenue of this country, brought in without the
smallest previous notice. If such a bill were suf-
fered to pass in silence, it might be considered as a
very favorable precedent for extending the prin-
ciple to other branches of the revenue ; and, for that
reason, he wished to call the attention of the house
to the measure. What advantages the revenue
wight have derived from the new mode of collecting
the post-horse tax, he was at a Joss to guess ; be-
cause those whose duty it was to bring such mat-
ters forward, at a proper time, had neglected to
produce any account of its increase,

My. Pitt answered, that the alteration of the mode of collection
had undoubtedly been of considerable advantage to the revenue, and
therefore, he wished to render the act permenent. He did not mean
to hurry it through the house: and if the honorable gentleman had
any intention of opposing the principle, he would have an opportu-
nity of doing so on the second reading. He had no oljection to pro«
ducing the account,

"Mr. Sheridan expressed his satisfaction that the
right honorable gentleman had so far acquiesced as
to think an account necessary, though he could not
help saying it would bave come with more pro-
priety before the bill was brought in. Mr. Sheri-
dan then moved that the bill be printed, which was
ordered, and the second reading was fixed for the
ensuing Tuesday. |

. FEES AND PERQUISITES TO THE DISTILLING
OFFICE.

Mr. Whitbread having moved that an humble address be presented
to His Majesty, that -he would be fraciawly pleased to order the
report of the commissioners, who had been appointed to examine inlo
the fees and perguisites paid at the various public offices, to be laid
before the house, 2o far as the same related to the Victualling Office,
& conversation of some length took place.

Mr, Pitt opposed the motion, on the ground that no good reason
had beew givem for the production of & partial yeport—and Mr.
Rose, because it might tend to criminate cevtain gentlomen, who had
Raken an oath with regardto emehunent of office.

YOL. I1, LY
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Mr, Sheridan said if he had ever entertained a
doubt of the propriety of havinf the report before
the house, he was now convinced of the necessity of
it. Kf any abuses existed, he thouﬁht it fully as
expedient, that those who committed them should
be responsible to the house of commons, as well as
to His Majesty’s ministers.

At length Mr. Hussey moved on amendment, which was agreed

to—that the whole of the report ﬂ the commissioncrs, & far as they
Aod proceeded, should be lawd before the house.

EXCISE DUTLES ON TOBACCO.

The order of the being moved for the d readi the
bill for aplcgwgafgy mﬁng the t{gcm u:i;”bill,,' pa::‘dz the
last session of parliament.

Mr, Sheridan observed, though he had been ob-
liged to abandon his arguments against the principle
olg the bill, from the decision of the bouse; the ma-
nafacturers of tobacco were so fulI{ convinced of
the injustice of the principle, that he bad in his hand
a petition from them, praying that the survey of the
excise might not be applied to the manufactarer of
tobacco.

The petiti At wp, and ordered to be ed Lo the
(T mobreel upd dedtohe

SLAVE TRADE,

My, Wilberforce moved, that Captein Wilon do attend the com-
mittee on the slave trede, as on evidence.

Mr. Sheridan said, be should vote for the question
of the right honorable gentleman (Br. Wilber-
force) though he was decidedly of o_pinion that it
was the daty of that house to determine on the ge-
meral question in the course of this session. It
would be to the last degree impolitie, to leave it to
the consideration of a new set of men, who might
be ignorant of the information collected by the pre~
sent parliament on this subject. He was convinced,
however, sufficicut evidence would be adduced im
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" time to satisfy every member with tegard to his
vote on the general question of abolition. For his
part, he required no evidence—no further informa-
tion to convince him, that the power posséssed b
the West India merchant over the slave, was suc
2 power as no man ought to have over another.
He conceived that the evidence now wanted was
not connected with the establishment of regulations
“in the trade ; nor, indeed, necessarily witﬁ the ge-
neral question, which it was undoubtedly proper to
decide upon previously te the expiration of the pre-
sent session,

" ‘The motion was carried without & division.

.
APRIL 27,
POST HORSE DUTY FARMING BILL.

M}Mz order of the day being read, for the sevond reading of this

Mr. SHERIDAN having signified his intention
of moving for some papers exiremely necessary, in
his conception, to be submitted to the house previously
to the second reading of the bill; he relied, there<
fore, on the right honorable gentleman’s (Mr. Pitt)
candor, that he would have no objection to,post]pone
the second reading for a few days, which ¢ould be
attended with no sort of inconvenience; and by
that time, in all probability, the papers could be

ot ready and presented. Mr. Sheridan moved
or

“ An account of the gross produce of the post
horse duties for the year 1787, ending the first of
August;” also for
- % An account of the number of districts uhder
the farmers’ aet; the names of the farmers, and the
amount of the rents respectively, with any varia-
tions thereon, that bave taken place from the first
letting to the present time;” also
. % An account of such of the fariners of the post
v2 '



292 [aprIL 27,

horse duties as have become defaulters, and to what
amount;’’ and also ‘

** An account of the expense of collecting the post
borse duty, previous to the passing the act of the
27th of his present Majesty, and the amount of the
saving to the public, in the article of collection, in
consequence of passing the said act.”

" M. Pitt annvered, that ke could rearily consent to the produc-
tion of the papers moved for ; bul as the use infended to be made of

ight aswell be employed in any other stage of the pro
gt’f"n;}::nzgl, as on the wﬂog rtading? he saw agrézfm fo,:r m
ing it.

Mr. Sheridan replied, that to press the maiter
with so much precipitation, betrayed a want of can-
dor; and he contended that the house ought not to
have proceeded a single step with the bill, until the
right gonorable gentleman had given the necessary
information as to the produce of the tax, whilst under
the old mode of collection, compared with that
under the farming bill, which was eoriginally intro-
duced or revived, by a bill of experiment ; and the
principle of which should not be adopted as a per-
manent mode of collecting duties, without very full
information, and mature discussion. It behoved the
house not to proceed towards deciding on the prin-
ciple of the bill, until the papers were before them ;
from which he (Mr. Sheridan) meant to prove that
the principle was false; and the expectation of
greater advantage being capable of being derived
from it, than from the old mode of collection, utterly
fallacious. . ‘

M. Pitt rjoined, that if the honorable gentloman had m&:
the papers mecessary to be before the homse prior to any ?
with the bill, ke ought to haove moved for popers, ont
the first reading, axd not to have moving for them till that
day, For kis own part, ke had not the smallest objection to the pre-
duction of Mcﬂmmxﬂfw: although ke saw not how 1.
papers = sccomnt produce
Aowne, mnaiddzam;fwmmgru revense
might sppear from the papers moved for, the nct produce, it wes
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plain from the papers before the house, kad increased from 97,0001,
éx 1786, fo 102,0001. the first year that the duty was farmed, and
i the second to 127,0001. -

" Mr. Sheridan observed, that Jawyers too fre-
quently discovered 2 temacity in overturning the
rales and orders of that house, which the honorable
and learned gentleman’s argument evinced ; as upon
a moment's reflection, the honorable and learned.
gentleman must perceive that the rule of proceed.-
ing in opposing bills, was directly the reverse of that
which he had laid down. It was a curious way of
using dispatch, to postpone the business to a{ate
eriod of the session, and to endeavor to make up
or the loss of time, in the first instance, by hurry-
ing the most important bill through with indecent
ce%erity. To prove his assertion, that the farming
. duty bill had not been so productive as had been
stated by theright honorable gentleman, he had it
from good authority, that the whole of Scotland had
been En‘med out as one district, without the advance
of a single shilling, on the produce of the duty,
under the old mode of collection ; and this circam-
stance was still further strengthened, as an argu-
ment against the new plan of farming out the col-
lection of the revenue, by the speculation which
might have been expected to take place in this year
beyoud all others, in consequence of the extra use
of post horses, which a general election would ne-
cessarily occasion. .
' Thef:l:&!ion was put, and the original motion carvied. ‘The bill
was, therefore, rea a scond time, and commilted for the ensuing

- e — *

APRIL 29,
LOTTEI_‘.Y BILL.

Mr.RonbrmgMuptkeonu bill, and as soon as e had
dit,aml;othc’:om, lhat} onlymwclauninthzbil}

was a clause to sulject the printers of newspapers to a peralty o
Sty pounds for each offence, in case they advertised any illegal
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shares.  The bill having been read g first time, and ordeved to be
read a second,

Mr. SHERIDAN rose, and declared that in his
opinion, it was a most extraordinary clause; nor
could he possibly conjectura how it was to be car-
ried into effect. He supposed, the clause provided
proper eounsel for the printers, to consult as to what
was or what was not a legal share ; or perhaps it-
self gave a definition 0% that important point;
because, without either the one or the other, he saw
not how printers could avoid incurring the penalty,
although they might not mean to offend against the
law, for they could have no more interest in ad-
vertising an illegal share, than a pampblet, which
upon perusal, turned out to be a libel, or any other
matter in itself illegal ;—and it was well known,
that in such cases, the subjecting the printer toa
penalty, was a principle equalI( novel and oppres-
sive; and, therefore, a principle which materially
concerned the Liberty of the press. Mr. Sheridan
proposed to have the clause printed.

M. Rose annwered that the honorable gentleman might recollect
gmﬂfmwh{;mdﬁoﬁrxﬂaﬂgkckﬂg;yﬁ{l: amd
in case, it was , e in
Fios was but shord, asd containid on the e side of o single holf
sheet of paper—the honoreble gentleman, therefore, might, «f one
reading, make himsclf master of its contents.

Mr. Sheridan moved to have the whole bill
printed.

Mr. Pitt observed, that it was altogether unusual to print sk
}iﬂ:aaﬂadilgudim, nor could e sme the muollest oecarion
or .

Mr. Sheridan contended, that the new clause
might eramp and affect the press ; but it could not

.:)e considered as a regulation to prevent gamb-
lﬂg. -

The motion was segatived withowt o division.
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EXCISE DUTIES ON TOBACCO,
" The order of thé doy for veceiving the report of this bill being read,

Mr. Sheridan observed that the honorable gentle-
man opposite to him had expressed himself so strongly
on the recommitment, that it. was necessary he
should take some notice of his argument ; but having .
lately experienced a considerable share of indul-
gence from the house, they might be assured he
would not trespass long upon their patience. The
honorable gentleman had spoken with pathos on the
trial by jury; and yet, he concluded with saying, it
was not his intention to vote for the opportunity on
which he might move to introduce the very point
he recommended. Whenever he heard of a trial
by jury-being applied to the excise of tobacco, or
any other single article excised, he always sus-
pected it was thrown out as a lure and a decoy to
attract attention, and draw. the eyes of the house
away from the main consideration. Professions of
regard for that old-fashioned trial,.could only be

roved in an old-fashioned manner—not by words,
Eut by deeds. 'The honorable gentleman. had said,
a great deal about trial by jury, and, nevertheless,
declared he would not vote for the re-commitment.
He would leave it to the house and the country, to
judge of the sincerity of the honorable gentleman’s
professions, who contradicted them by his conduct.
For his part, he should never think any gentleman
sincere, who did not oppose every extension of the
excise laws, till the trial by jury was universall
adopted in all cases of excise. If the honorable
gentleman was sincere, he supposed that he would
bring in a clause for a trial by jury at the third
reading. Though not quite consistent with order,
he must make some reply to an observation of the
honorable gentleman, founded on what he said, in
a former Eebate; but he conceived it could not be
more irregular in him to reply to it, than it had
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been in the honorable gentleman to introduce it.
The honorable gentleman had talked of his argu-
ment respecting the permitting the board of customs
to appoint their own officers——

The Speaker called to order, and told Mr. Sheridan, that he had
already been out of order, in questioning the sincerity of the honor-
able membere,

Mr. Sheridan said, with all due submission, when
he talked of an honorable member’s sincerity, as a
public man holding a public argument, and did not
advert to any part of Eiu private character, he con-
ceived he was strictly in order.

The Speaker ansicered, that lo ion in that manney, wont lo
guestion the motives on which thcﬂgttdntlanm acted ; and nothing
conld be more unparliamentary.

Mr. Sheridan now referred to a former bill, rela-
tive to trial by jary in all excise cases; which the
honorable gentleman, he observed, must know, as
he had a principal hand in it. The bill contained
many excellent provisions, which were never exe-
cuted. After animadverting upon that biil, Mr.
Sheridan pointedly ridiculed what Mr. Beaufoy
had said relative to the distinction between the
land officer, and the officer uwpon water, remark-
ing that be supposed he was to consider the latter
as a kind of amphibious animal—a sort of web-
footed exciseman, who was the enly corrupt officer ;
whereas, in his opinion, the officer on land was full
as liable to temptation as when he was afloat. Mr.
Sheridan next directed bis arguments against the
Chancellor of the Exchequer; and cootended, that
by his having admitted that this was the same ques-
tion as that brought forward before, and declaring
he agreed to the principles laid down by his right
honorable friend, he, 1n fact, admitted, the to-
bacco act was neither explained nor amended by
the present bill. He saitf it was evident that the
bill afforded the manufactarers no sort of relief
whatever. The bill, he said, permitied the manu.
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facturers to have a liquid dye necessary to the ma-
nufacture, but it forbade themito have the ingre«
dients to make it; which was just like letting a
painter make a green colour, but forbidding him’
the use of red ang yellow, .

The bill of indulgence, as the right honorable
gentleman had termed it, was a mere mockery ; and:
the arguments respecting the house of Sales and
Pollard, and the decreases and increases, wgre un-
fair and fallacious. '

My. Beaufoy and Mr. Pitt follqwe&.

Mr. Sheridan rose again to controvert Mr. Pitt’s
argonment, and an altercation of some continuance
took place, the gentleman on the other side of. the
house repeating the charge felative to what had
been said aboat increases, connected with the names
of Sales and Pollard in a former debate, and the
gentleman on the otherside as often denyiny it.

Mr. Pitt and Mr. Skeriden were both upon their legs several
times each.

At length the Speaker put an end to the dispute, by calling Mr,
Sheridan to order, :

The house divided—ayes (for the commitment) 13 ; noes 141,

APRIL 30.
EXCISE DUTIES ON TOBACCO,.

The order of the day being read, Sir Watkin Lewes moved to
bring up a clause, affording an optional vight of a trial by jury, or
by the commissioners.

Mr. SHERIDAN remarked, that the right honorable
and learned gentleman (the Attorney-General) had
gone into an elaborate praise of trial by jury, in
the very moment he was endeavouring to persuade
the house to reject a clause calculated to extend
the benefit of that mode of trial to a very numes-
* ous description of subjects! This was of a piece

with the general conduct of those who supported
every extension of the excise laws ;—they agmitted
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them to be an exception to the constitution—~they
declared them an evil repugnant to principles of
personal freedom, and they, nevertheless, voted for
them. The right honorable aud learned gentleman
bad stated four cases, in which the defendants bad
obtained verdicts against the crown; and one of
them, be said, was a cause tried againt a per-
son who was a maker of smugglers. That men
were made smugglers, and not born such, he was
ready to admit;—but he must contend, that men
were made smugglers by act of parliament, and in
that manner only. The right honorable and learned
gentleman, amidst the extraordinary praises he had
been so lavish in bestowing on juries, had said, that
in this case of the maker of smugglers, though he
and all the court were’much surprised at it, the jur
had found for the defendant; but that, althoug{l
he considered the judgment as capricious, be was
glad of it, as it proved the independency of the
jury. That was rather a singular mode of panegy-
rizing juries, because he could not conceive that
a jury being independent of all regard to evidence,
truth, and justice, was a sort of independence very
much to their credit. The house, Mr. Sheridan
trusted, would do him the justice to recollect,
that when be lately had oceasion to discuss the
question of the excise laws at some length, he had
declared that, with respect to applying the trial
by jary to the single instance of excise on tobacco,
il'v that idea was thrown out by way of lure or de-
coy, he should resist it; not thisking the trial by
jury a desirable matter, unless a previons revisal of
the excise laws was entered vpon, with a view to
a general reform of that system. ‘This was lkis
opinion upon the subject; but the clause which had
been moved, having for its object the applying the
trial by jury to the excise on tobaeco, he certainly
. could not hesitate a moment as to bis acceptance of
the offer.

On the question being put, the housw divided—eyes 22; nocs 100,
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POST-HORSE FARMING BILL.

- Mr. Sheridan contended, that the produce of the
duty, since it had been farmed out, was not greater
than it might reasonably bave been expected to
have been, had the collection been continued in the
hands of the commissioners of stamps. Mr. Sherij-
dan went into a variety of calculations and arithme-
tical statements, for the purpose of shewing that
eleven thousand pounds were the utmost that could
be seid to be the surplus of the produce of the duty

for the year 1789, over the produce for the year
- 1788. : -

Tke bill was commitied.

May 3.

AFFAIRS OF THE EAST INDIA COMPANY.

Myr. Boughton Rouse (according to order) reported from the
commiliee of the whole house, to whom it was veferred, to consider of
the several accounts and papers which had been presented to the house
in February end Marc’f last from the Directors of the East India
Company, the resolutions which the commiltee had directed him to
report to the lords; which he read in his place, and afterwards deli-
vered in af the table.  On the question, * that the resolutions be read
a second - time,” Mr. Tierney rose, and moved, ** that the report be
re-committed ;" declaring his reasons for doinf so were founded u
a partial representalion, comprehending only one part of the Com-

any's affoirs, and that, if agreed to by the house, they might mis-

d the public, and persuade individuals to embark their property
on what would appear to be good security with a growing profit;
whilst, in veality, o was only a delusive and ruinous speculation.

Mr. SRERIDAN expressed himself astonished at
the declaration of the right honorable and learned
gentleman (Mr. Duandas), that he did not hold him-
self accountable to the house for the whole state of
the Company’s affairs. - The right bonorable and
learned gentleman, he conceived, had not in this
declaration done himself justice, hecause he held
in his bhand a speech of the right honorable and
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learned gentleman, which he could rely on, as it was
too correct for a newspaper report, though those
reports were frequeutly very accurate. In fact
(Mr. Sheridan said ), he considered the speech to have
been furnished by the right henorable gentleman
himself, and a few printed for the use of his friends.
He bad, however, the good fortune to procure a
copy. He then read a paragragh from the printed
speech in question, in which Mr, Dundas stated,
“ whenever any person came forward, as he then
did, to move for leave to bring in a bill enabling
the Company to encrease their capital -by the loan
of a million, he was bound to state their entire
situation ;” and yet (observed Mr. Sheridan), not-
withstanding the excellent doctrine, contained in
the paragraph I have read, the right honorable gen-
tleman now says, I shew yon only part of the
question, and this shall be the political state of the
Company’s concerns.” Mr. Sheridan insisted, that
the house had not a fair account, unless they had
an account of the commercial as well as of the ter.
ritorial affairs of the Company. Mzr. Sheridan took
notice of a part of Mr. Baring's speech, who had
asked somewhat ironically, if Mr. Tierney’s repre-
sentations were just, whether the Company ought to
approach Government and beg them either to suffer
the Company fto %ive up their charter, or to allow
them a premium for carrying on a disadvantageous
trade? That irony might sound well, and it might
be true that the trade was a disadvantageous one ;
but, nevertheless, there were reasons which might
make it worth the Company’s while fo carry on a
losing trade, The honorable gentleman, he ob-
served, bad said, that the four millions which the
Company had borrowed, were sunk in the China’
trade ; and, therefore, he considered it as no debt ;
that being the case, Mr. Sheridan said, he wished to-
know whether the tea trade had been a profitable
or a disadvantageous branch of commerce? and as
they were to have a discussion on the subject of the
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commutation act previously to the conclusion of the
session, he shoulcl) postpone until that period, his
remarks upon the subject.
Mr. Sheridan rose again to entreat the house, and
especially the right honorable gentleman opposite
to him (Mr. Pitt), seriously to attend to the act of
1783, enabling the Treasury to assist the East India
Company, by suffering them to raise money on exe
chequer bills for 800,000/, It appeared to him
(Mr. Sheridan said) that the right honorable gen-
tleman and the lordy of the treasury had acted in
direct violation of the law. He explained this by
shewing, that the conditions of the bill expressly
were, that the company were to repay the money
before they appropriated any of their receipts to
other purposes; whereas the right honorable gen-
tleman had suffered the Company to pay off part of
their debt claimed by government (but not acknow-
.ledged by the Company), and had let them evade
the payment of the money raised under the act in
question. Now, ay that gave the right honorable
gentleman and the lords of the treasury no discre-
tionary powers respecting the debt, he could not
but consider it as a collusion on the part of the right
honorable gentleman, in order to swell the yearly
amount of his budget. He desired, therefore, to
ask by what authority the right honorable gentle-
man had continued to countenance such a collusion ?

Mr. Pitt said, he was not prepared to answer that question, nor
could from so sudden a decleration say, whether any mbar?wu::t act
of parliament had given the Treasury any discretionary authorily or
not. He would allow that the question was important, ard if the
honorable gentleman thought it @ matter fit for scparate discussion,
he would be ready to meet it whenever it should be brought forward,
}a'tgtiuly conceivmg that the present was, by no means, a proper time
- Jorit.

Mr. Sheridan observed, that one reason why be

‘urged it then was, that the debt had been inserted,

year after year, in the statement of the Company's
zccounts, .
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M. Pitt answered, that if there was any collusion on cither dide,
it was rather extraordinary that the debt should have been publicly
stated year after year.

Mr. Sheridan replied it was true, that the debt
was stated, but always crossed out of the ac-
count, before the account had been presented to the
house.

M. Baring declared, that he really did not vecollect how the
matter of the exchequer bills stood.

At lengrth the guestion was put, ** That the report be re-commitled,”
when it was megatived. resolutions were then read a second
time, and agreed to. - . ,

May 10.

-
SIR BENJAMIN HAMMETS MOTION RELATIVE
TO THE SEXTENCES OF BURNING WOMEN
CONVICTED OF CERTAIN CHRIMES.

Sir Benjamin Hammet stated, that it having been his official dity
toattend on the melancholy occasion of seeing the dreadful sen.
tence put in exeeution, Ae Rad then designed to bring in a bill to
make some olteration ; but ke did not choose to venture the measure
till ke had conmilted and reccived the approbation of some high
authorities in the law, whick swas now the case. The fudgment of
trning alive, applied to women J{ar certain crimes, twas l£ savage
remains of Norman policy, ond disgroced owr statules, os the prac-
Sice did the common law. He maintained, that the sheriff mwho did
not execscte this sentence of bwrning ative, was liable 1o a prosecution ;
but, ke thanked Heaven, that there was not an Englishman to be
Jound, whose Rumaniity did not exall itself above the severity of the sen-
tence, and who did not M%mth;&,};dhrtﬁmd!adtc
the Ietter of the judgment. He repeaied the sentences verbatim,
whkbmgimgfumudmﬁrwmm.

UPON MEN,

“ To be drovon spon ahwdtelodltzedplaagambﬂ,ndt&m
0 be hanged by the neck till Ae is At _

UPON WOMEN.

» To be drawn wpon & kurdile to the place of execution, and there
Lo be burned with fire till she be dead.”

He desired the house to consider the influence of the husbond upon
kis wife; and that, in many other crimes, the lews made no provision
Jor it. At this moment, ¢ women hﬂafdzmaktcdfor
.coining : but the learned Recorder mot made Mis report ; and
mﬁ'qp&dbhﬁdmg,ur%h_[xhnps
the occasion, aud rejoicing in the hopes that the bill might pass inte
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alaw. He desived to remind the house, that it was proved, by ex-
perience, that the shocking punishment did wot prevent the crime,
Formerly, the men were sentenced to be quartered, in addilion to their
other punishment, and he supposed it arose from delicacy that the
women were to be burnt ; but now, the sentence of quartering was
not the judgment, and all for which he contended swas, that women
should not receive a more dreadful punishment than the men, who
might influence the women fo the commission of the crime. Hewould
mse no more arguments. He trusted that the Lill wanted not the
Joree of oratory or eloguence to cause it to be received ; for, Behad no
doubt, but the house wonld go with him ix the cause of humanily.
He would not, therefore, trouble the house longer, but begged to be
permitted to move for leave to bring in a bill * for allering the sen-
tence of burning women aflainted and convicted of cortain crimes,
and substituting other punishments in lieu thereof.” -

Mr. SHERIDAN wished the motion to.be worded
more generally, and that the description of the bill
might extend to all women convicted of high or
petty treason; declaring, that if it should be neces-
sary to narrow the object of the bill, there would
be sufficient opportunities of doing so in the com-

ll?iltltee, aud at different stages of the progress of the
ill.

The motion passed without amendment,
SUPPLY. .

. Mv. Pitt vose to move a vole of credit for amillion, to enable His
Majesty to act as the exigency of affairs might require. With the
large swns already voled, and the use of the money which His Ma-
Jesty would then have at command, a vote of credil for & million
would be sufficieni. My, Pitt explained the mature of some cloims,
which the merchants and others, who had property i Georgia, so
Jar back as 1783, fairly had upon government, in consequence of that
province being ceded by the ireaty of peace; and he concluded with

moving, o

- Tglat it islheopinion;ﬂhis commitiee, that & sum not exceed-
g one million be granted to His Majesty, to enable Hiz Majesty
to lake such measures, and to make such augmentation to his forces
by sca and land, as the exigencies of affairs may require.”

* That the sum of £49,666 170 6d. be granted to His Majesty
Jor the relief of merchants, and other persons, interested in lands
within the late province of Georgia.”

The motion having been read a first and second time, on the ques-
tion, * That the Chairman do report the same to the house,” -

* M. Sheridan remarked, the right honorable gen-
fleman (the Chancellor of the Exchequer), when he
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stdted his observations on His Majesty’s message to
the house, had expressed a hope, that we should still
be able to accommeodate the matters in question be-
tween the courts of Madrid and Great Britain,
without being driven to the necessity of going to
war; a hope in which they must all most cordially
concur. But although it was right to Tollow up
their address to His Majesty of last week with a
vote of supply, and not leave the address as a mere
matter of profession,” Mr. Sheridan said, he wished
to know if, on the event of war being commenced,
the right honorable gentleman would find it neces-
sary to have a committee of supply again ?

The two resolutions passed.

LOAN TO THE EAST-INDIA COMPANY,

Mr. SHERIDAN adverting to the loan of Exche-
quer bills for 300,000 to the East-India Company,
remarked that possibly, the right honorable gentle-
man might have been otherwise employed for the
last two or three days, than to have had an opportu-
nity of attending to the subject ; if not, he should be
Flad to know how the right honorable gentleman

oand the matter upon enquiry.

Mr. Pitt ennwered, that ke really had mot had an oppoﬂundly
of attending to the circumstance ; but if the right honorabie gentle-
man concrived that there was any thing in i, on which ke ought to
::;;: molion, the most regular way wonld be to submit one on the

Mr. Sheridan said, that he would submit one
on the subject on the ensuing Friday.

f———="—
May 11.
: POST HORSE DUTY BILL.
The order for the third reading of this bill being read,
Myr. SHERIDAN again moved bis clause to oblige
the farmers of the duty to declare npon oath, the an-
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pual produce of their respective districts. Witlfont
some clause to this effect, the public, he contended,
could not reap the full advantage of the bill, hecause
the produce of the several districts being known only
to those who farmed them, no advance could be ex-
ected on the price at which they were first let.
he farmers were to be considered in the light of
public accountants, and might fairly be called on to
give an account of money collected from the public.

Mr. L H. Browne contended, that it was impossible to call upon
men to declare on oath what they had a strong temptation to conceal,
more especially under circumstances which rendered it extremely
difficult to discover whether they had declared the truth or not, so
as to found an indictment {or perjury.  He could not consider the
Jarmers in the light of public accountants, ror agree to an inguisi-
tion inlo private property, And, finally, would not bid high for
that of which they were obliged tp give an account upon oath,

Mr. Sheridan said, the bill empowered the far-
mers to call upon all persons engaged in letting
post-borses, to answer, on oath, who had a very
great temptation in the way of interest, to swear
falsely. If the honorable gentleman's objection
went merely to a wanton use of oaths, he ought to
object to the bill entirely., The farmers must, ne-
cessarily, be considered as public accountants, The
oath proposed, was, at least, a safer oath than any
other authorized by the bill; and without it, or
something equivalent to it, the public would not
reap the full benefit of the bill.

The question was put, and the clause rejected without a division.

"TRADE TO NOOTKA SOUND.

Mr. Sheridan said, that he had a motion to make,
which he knew not whether he had worded pro-
perly ; but the purport of it was, to obtain informa-
tion whether the trade to Nootka Sound, and the
settlement forming, or intended to be formed there,
was undertaken under the sanction and authority of
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government, or merely as an enterprize of private

‘persons.

Mr. Pitt wished the motion to be postponed, till the informa-
_tion promised in His Majesty's answer to the address could be laid
before the house: Licences to trade to Nootka Sound had been
granted ; and he knew of no authority for that, or any other pur-
posc, but such as those licences contained.

Mr. Sheridan remarked, that what the house had
now heard, that the settlement was a private enter-
prize, was very material.

Mr. Pitt coniended, that whether the sctllement was or twas not
@ privale enterprize, therecould be no doubt that if was incumbent on
the honour of the country to demand satisfuction for any inwult oy

- injury offered fo its subjects, whether in their private capacily o
- traders, or acting under the more immediate sanction of government,

Mzr. Sheridan declared, that if the right honor-
able gentleman meant to insinuate, that he did not
think the country bound in honor to protect every
subject from insult or injury, he had put a construe-
-tion on the words which they wonld not bear.

The motion was postponed.

MR. HASTINGS'S TRIAL.

My. Burke called the altention of the house to a motion ke ked (o
offer upon the subject of the acted contimiance of the trial,
After some observations upon the petition presented by Mr. Hastings
to the house of lords, he adverted to what he conceived to be the prin-
eipal causes of its not having been brought to a speedier conclusion ;
the_first soas, the deterwination of the house of lords, obteined ot the
instance of Nr. Hastings, to proceed wpon all the articles of charge
bgfm}}kym&aaydﬁcuﬁm: mtlm'mtbatb:.hecml or
My. Hastings, insisted upon reading papers at large, ingtead
extrocis ; Mw&dmdaut[:;:rbaps,th .m,thg
the managers were not made scquainted with the grounds ond ex-
tent of the principies om which the decisions of the hoae of lords sere
made ing the admissibility of evidemce. This made it impos=
sible for them o know how far the nert gquestions, whick they in-
temded tc‘»;put, mizht, or maght not, wilitate against those prin-
ciples. He concluded, by moving the following resolaution. “ That
the house taking into comsideration the i ions eccasioned
the occupations of the judges and the Aouse of lords ; as also,
impediments which have eccurred, or may occur in the course of the
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» trial of the impeachment of Warren Hastings, Esq.; doth, without
meaning to. abandon the trutk or importance of the charges, autho~
risc the managers of their said impeachment, to insist only upon such,
and so many of the said charges as shall appeoar to them the most con-
ducive to obtaining speedy and cffectual justice against the said
Warren Hastings.””—~Second, * that the commons of Great Brilain
in parliament assembled, from a regard to their oum honor, end from
the duty whick they owe to all the commons of Great Britain, in
whose name, as well as in their own, they act in the public prosccu-

- tions by them carricd on before the house of lords, are bound to per-
severe'in their impeachment against Warren Hastings, lute Governor-
General of Bengal, until judgment may be obiained upon the most
important articles in the same.” ‘

' Mpr. Pitt did not oppose the motion. _ T

The Master of the Rolls, thought it would be move adviseable to
malke the motion general, and to follow that precisely which had bern
adopted in the casz of Lord Macclesfield. He read a copy of that
motion, and though he confessed it was not so ably worded asthe right
honorable gentleman’s, yet he conceived it preferable, as there wis no
occasion o assign « reason ; the doing of which would be liable to
commient. :

Mr. Sheridan contended that the difference of the
circumstances of the two impeachments made the
distinction between the two motions sufficiently
clear. In the impeachment of the Earl of Mans-
field, the managers were armed with the authority
in question, in the first instance; it was therefore
unnecessary fo assign a reason. The honorable and
learned gentleman should observe, that in the'pre-
sent impeachment, they had now passed almost three
years without obtaining their object. On which
special account, it was necessary to assign a reason
for giving fresh authorities to the managers, Nor
did his right honorable friend’s motion appear to
him in any part. of it objectionable ; it conveyed no
losinuation ; for surely it was no insinuation to state
that the judges were obliged, in discharge of their
official duty, to leave town, and do the business of
their several circuits. :

. The house divided : ayes 48 ; noes 81,

. x2
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riAY 14.

EXCHEQUER BILLS LENT TO THE EAST-INDIA
COMPANY,

Mr. SHERIDAN, adverting to the exchequer bills
lent to the East-India Company, remarked that he
should take up but a short time of the house in the
discussion of a subject rather of a dry nature, but
which nevertheless would afford some information,
and was indeed very interesting to those who duly
considered the importance of preserving the natiopal
credit. New events had lately made other matters
give place, and those new events bad produced new
doctrines, which in the eyes of some might render
his motion objectionable. He declared, however,
that he was not one of those who, in the first mo-
ment of a probability of bostilities, thought the mi-
nister entitled to that unlimited confidence which
they had lately heard so mnch of, as well as that
an inquisitive house of commons was the worst
enemy the country could have. Neither did he
think that at such a moment every thing of a nature
distinct from the important topic which rendered
military preparations necessary, was to give way,
and that they were to take it for granted, the mi-
nister had so much upon his hands that he ought
not to be expected to listen to any other business
whatsoever. There were matters certainly, which,
though unconnected with the subject, that had so
much engaged the public aftention within the Jast
ten days, were very essential objects of considera-
tion, and well worthy the attention of that house.
That which he intended to bring forward was one
of them. It was impossible to mention the matter
without recarring to what he had so often com-
plained of to the mode of temporizing which the
right honorable gentleman had adopted ever since
1786, instead of fairly stating to the public what the
real sitnation of their finances was, that system of
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concealment for the sake of making the public “bes
lieve their affairs were better than they really were,
and then having recoarse to expedients from time
to time, to enable the business of government to be
carried on. That this appeared to be the system
ursued { Mr. Sheridan said) was an opinion which
e would still maintain, notwithstanding the use.
that might be made of it, and the clamour that
might be raised against all who thought as he did,
and who might be represented to the public as hold.
ing language dangerous and depreciating. It might
be said, that when it ought to be the common in-*
terest of all to raise the spirits of the people, by re-
presenting their affairs in the best light, they were -
running them down to the disadvantage of the
ublic, and the encouragement of our enemies.
&one of those imputations, Mr. Sheridan declared,
would ever make l;ﬁm shrink from what he thought
his duty. Be it peace, or be it war, he would con-
tinue to state things as they really were, not having
a doubt upon his mind but that by so doing, by pub-
lishing to that house, to the people at large, and
consequently to the whole world, our real situation,
we should be best enabled to extricate ourselves
out of any difficulty er embarrassment which might
‘arise, and best secure the national safety. Conceal-
ment might serve a temporary purpose, but in the
end the consequence must prove mischievous in the
extreme. If parliament were not to look into the
state of their affairs from time to time, they had
better, instead of voting a million, rely at once on
" the minister for the business of parliament, let him
make war, conduct it just as he thought fit, grant
him whatever he'asked for, and when it was ended,
let him say he would settle the accounis when it
suited him, and in the manner be liked best. Mr.
Sheridan at length proceeded to the main object of
his motion, and desired that the clause of the act of
1783, which contained the condition of the public’s
paying off the exchequer bills, if not paid by the

-~



310 [May 14,

East-India Company by the 5th of April, 1786,
might be read.. This being read, he observed, that
be had agreed entirely with the honorable baronet
(Sir Grey Cooper) bebind him, who had first drawn
his attention to the subject, and whose observations
were at all times well worthy attention, that in sof-
feringathose exchequer bills to remain unpaid to
this day, government had acted directly contrary
ta law.. He mentioned the two sums of 300,0001.
and 200,000!. paid inte the exchequer in the year
»1789 and 1790, by the East-India Company, on
account of demands made on them by government,
but not acknowledged by themselves, and con-
tended, that out of those sums the exchequer bills in
question oyght to have been paid off; for the act of
pariiament expressly stated, that if the East-India
Company were to fail in their engagement, the
public should take it upon themselves, and the ex-
chequer bills should become a charge upon the sink-
ing fund. He asked, bad this been dope? Cer-
tainly not; and therefore he asserted that the law
broken by government as it bad been by the East-
India Company. The bank also, in continuing the
loan, set a dangerous precedent, and if followed, it
would lead uitimately to a national bankraptcy.
There were three parties in this basiness, the East
India. Company, who was the borrower of the
money ; the public, who gave the security ; and
_the Bank, who advanced it; bat the right honorable
gentleman was personally interested in it, because
it was his duty to see that the act was complied
with, and the money paid before the 5th of April,
1756. When, on opening his budget, the right ho-
norable gentleman had stated, that he ha.g taken
-the 300,000/, paid by the East-India Company for
duties as part of the income of the year, be could
not fairly say he had gained 300,000L but that
he bad borrowed so much. All the confusion
. which bad occurred in this business, and all the
difficulties which the right bonorable gentleman
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had found it necessary for four years back
to encounter, (Mr. Sheridan maintained) had’
been owing to what he had so often lamented to the’
-right honorable gentleman’s fatal and unfortunate
error, in not having made his stand in 1786, and
brought forward the affairs of the country as they
really were, and taken the proper and effectual
means of making the national income equal to the’
expenditure, either by an adequate reduction of the
establishments, or by having recourse to some mode
of encreasing our income. It was the more tp be
lamented that the right honorable gentleman had -
not done so in 1786, because, perhaps, in the an-
nals of the country, no minister ever conld have,
taken such a step under such peculiar advantages.
The right honorable gentleman at that time had an
opposition calling upon him to take such a step, and
willing to support him in it, willing also, as far as
an opposition could, to share in the responsibility of
the measure; the right honorable gentleman had
likewise the advantage of a confiding house of com-
mons, and what was still a farther advantage, it was
well known to every person that the right honor-
ableg entleman had not had the smallest share in
having occasioned the burthens under which the
geoﬁle then labored. Instead of having done what

e bad just. deacribed, the right honorable gentle-
man had kept back the true state of affairs, and ever
since J)roceeded on a sytem of expedients. Mr.
Bheridan declared, that in consequence of the situa-
tion of affairs, and from other considerations, he had
charged his intended mode of proceeding, but he
would read to the house five or six resolutions, from
which the house ‘would, at one view, collect all the
facts that formed the features of the business. (He
here read six resolutions, stating, that the East-India
company had been enabled by parliament to bor-
row 300,000L that the public lent exchequer bills
for that by way of collateral security to the Bank of
England ; that the engagement was, that if the said
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bills were not discharged on or before the 6th of
April, 1786, the amount of the bills was to become &
charge upon the Sinking Fund, and to be provided
for out of the first aids of the year which should be
voted after the 5th of April; that the bills were not
discharged before that day, and that they yet remain
undischarged. Those resolutions (Mr. Sheridan
said) he had intended to move, but he would content
himself with moving a single one, to which he con-
ceived there could be no sort of objection, as it
would strengthen the bands of the right honorable

entleman, and enable him to manage future loans
with the Bank with greater ease. “ He then moved,
¢ that the East-India Company to pay off the ex-
chequer bills for 300,000/ lent them in 1783, on or
before the 5th day of January next.”

Mr. Sheridan rose again and contended that the
bank, by their conduct, had gone near to forfeit
their charter. He read an abstract from the act of
William and Mary, to prove that the bank bad no
right to suspend a demand on government, throagh
a convention with the Treasury ; and he remarked
that the Jaw of the land expressly forbade the bank
from making any loan to government, without the
knowledge and approbation of parliament. If by
such an indirect way, the bank could assist govern-
ment, and evade the act of King William, that act
would become nogatory, and one of the first and
leading principles in the bill of rights undermined
and subverted. The East India Company pever
could pay the amount of the exchequer bills to the
bank. By the statute the money was bound to be
paid into the exchequer, and there to be reserved,
till the bills were brought and cancelled as dis-
charged.

Mr. Pitt appealed to the chair, and to the Rouse, whether under
the pretence of speaking in explanation, it wes regular for the honor-
able genticman to make @ sevies of naw assertions, totally forcigm to
the subject in discussion, and which must necemsorily cali essertions
in coatradiction from kiw, and sunavoidably create another Debate,
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Mr. Sheridan. rose again, and. after a few more
words, was called to order by the chair. Mr. She-
ridan then observed, that after what had passed, he
was determined to move all the resolutions which he
had read to the house.

The guestion was put, in conscquence of the previous tion
Aaving g'bm: moved, ?:Tlmt the gzgesﬁan o{a thisﬂoluriougg:’mw

put,” when the house divided ; ayes 39; noes 70. The previous
guestion was also carried on the other resolutions, three excepted.

May 17.
SIX WEEKS LICENCE BILL.

) };Ir. Rose moved several resolutions.  After they had been-oll car-
rea, .

Mr. SHERIDAN complained against the practice
of receiving reports on the same day that the com-
mittees sat ; and the system of procrastination which.
he charged ministers with pursning, in respect to
the public business this session, in Jike manner as it
had been customary for them to do in every session,
declaring that their system clearly was to put off
every great and interesting concern till it was im-
possible to procure either the necessary attendance
or attentiorrto the subject. - The mace had been on
and off the table every quarter of an hour the whole
day, as if they were at boys play, instead of being
engaged in the dispatch of serious and important
pu%lic business. He asked what their constituents
‘would think of such conduct, and so shameful a
mode of proceeding ? '

Mr. Rose declaved that he mever intended to move that the reso-
dutions should be reported that duy, it being directly contrary to the
extablished practice of the house to veceive a report of any resolutions
relative to duties imposed on the subject, on the same day on which
‘they were voted. With regard to the imputed system of procrastina-
tion, ke ullerly demied that any such system was pursued. The
lic business had, throughout the session, beem brought forward as
early, and with as much expedition as, in the nature of each case, was
procticable.  Inrespect 2o the mace having been frequently taken off
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the table ‘that day, and reports of Committees made immediately, he
had only moved that one report of a committee of the day be received,
and that was, on the subject of a bill, to whick there was not, as he
understood, the smallest objection—the bill for the relief of the coast-
ing trade. .Asto the number of the bills introduced, he had, he be-
licved, had the homor lo introduce three, and no more; and thos
twere, as their titles sufficiently shewed, bills whick could not, in the
nature of things, have been introduced sooner.,

Mr. Sheridan contended, that the bill just alluded
to was as important as, and perhaps tgue most im-
%;)Zrtant of, any one bill introduced that session.

bat he complained of was, that a bill of such
magnitude had not been introduced when the house
was more fully atiended, and when gentlemen could
an it the consideration it deserved. He was glad,

owever, late as it was, that some notice was at
length about to be taken of the numerous petitions
on the table, complaining of a noble lord’s (11awkes-
bury) famoas Manifest Bill ; and that some redress
was to be afforded to those who suffered under its
oppressions, which he understood were great. The
honorable gentleman bad observed that he had only
brought in three bills that day. He, perhaps, had
forgotten that a noble lord, who bad just left the
house, went away after baving performed his task,
and laid his pile of bills upon the table ; that the
Chancellor of the Exchequer had also, introduced
several ; and therefore, though it had been left to
the honorable gentleman last of all to throw in his
share, and adE to the heap, the number collectively
was great, and considering the period of the ses-
sion, he must repeat it, an additional instance of the
shameful system adopted by the present administra-
tion, of procrastinating the most important public
business to the end of the session.

Mr. Rose denied not only that the noble lord (Hawkesbury) Aod
cyﬂtadom’ﬂllk il in question, though he had, deservedly,
obleined grreat credit for his assistence in vespect to emother bill,
Mlﬁdtkcﬁﬂéar -ﬂg’mm trade wes at &ll con-
nected with the Manifest Bill. “The latter refarred to skips employed
in foreizn tvade, and not coasling vessels.

The resolutions were agreed to, and the report ardered 1o be rv-
ceived wpon the morvow.
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Max 26.

TONTINES.

M. Pitt moved—*¢ That the act of the 29 Geo, 3d. cap. 41. (rela-
tive to tontines) be read,  He next moved “ That the house resolfve it-
self into @ committee on thesaid act”” These motions were agreed to,
Mr. Pitt observed that the tontine had originally been proposed as an
experiment ; and, at the time, it kad appeared fo him a reasonable
expectation, that it would have proved of equal advantage to the pub-
lic and the subscribers, It had, however, turned out that this had
not been the case ; and although the tontine originally bore a pre-
mium, it had since been at a considerable discount, ond if persisted
in according to the original terms, the individuals who had taken the
whole of it must sustain a very considerable loss, The plan he had to
propose would, he was owere, appear rather complicated at first
sight, but when examined and considered, he trusted that the mode
of carrying it inloexecution and ¢ffect would be found easy and sim-
ple. It was not necessary for him, in that stage of the business, to

o into a minute detail of the calculetions on which his plan would

Jfound to be practicable; it would suffice for him genereliy to state
the outline, twhich wasto give those who held the shares of the tontine
an option of exchanging it for long annuities, and to empower the
commissioniers of the treasury to nominate to the shares which might
be vacant when the period of memination to shares should expire,
tekich would be in October next, and to hold the same for the public.
By these means gentlemen would see that faith would be kept with the
persons whose lives were already interested, the orviginal subscribers
would be rescued from the risjue they at present van, in consequence
of a speculation, which, prima facie, had undoubtedly been a laud-
able one, and the public itself would be no sufferer. Mr. Fitt con»
cluded with moving a resolution, the purport of which was, to au-
thorise the holders of shares in the tontine to have their share ex-
changed for an equal portion of long anmuity, on application for
that purpose to the head cashier of the bank. Lo

Mr. $HI§R'1DAN observed, that he believed that
he was justified in concluding that it had been evi-
dent to the house, on the right honorable gentle-
men’s first stating of his design, to relieve the ori-
ginal subscribers to the tontine, that it was a matter
of very great nicety. It was likewise evident, from
what he had just said, that the right honorable gen-
tleman had changed his plan, and abandoned the
ground he had first taken; but he could not but
think that the right honorable gentleman had over-

stated the risque which the original subscribers had
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‘encountered ; it was true, that the tontine had been
for some time at a discount, but it ought to be re-
collected, that when it first came into the market,
it bore a premium ; taking, therefore, both these
matters into -consideration, the subscribers might
not have sustained so much loss as the right honor-
able gentleman seemed to wish to impress the com-
mittee with an idea of. In fact, the more they
thought upon the business, the more the difficulty of
doing equal justice would be found to be, and he
feared that it must ultimately be acknowledged to
be insurmountable. The right honorable gentleman
had made three propositions; first, that relief should
be given to the original subscribers; pnext, that the
publie should be no losers by affording that relief ;
and lastly, that the present holders of shares should
have the same advantages secured to them, as they
had a right to look for when they nominated to the
said shares. It was, he admitted, clearly made
out, that the first object would be answered by the
right honorable gentleman’s plan—that the original
subscribers would be relieved, and also that the
public would not be losers; bat it did not, Mr.
Sheridan said, appear to him that the present
holders of shares would bave the public faith kept
with them, or that they would remain in as advan-
tageous a sitnation as they had a right to expect, con-
sidering the conditions of the tontine at the time
when they subscribed for shares. Mr. Sheridan ex-
plained the grounds of his opinion, by stating, that
if the commissioners of the ]')I‘reasur_y were t0 nomi-
nate tosuch shares of the tontine as should be vacant

" in October, they naturally would not name bad

lives, but the very best which they could select;
and in that case the holders of shares, who might
chase to keep their shares, would not stand the same

advantageous chance as they would, in all probabi-
lity, have stood, had lives been promiscnously no-
minated, according to the origi ar plan, _when some
purchasers of shares would have nominated them-
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selves, others their children, others their connections
and friends, as their own views of their individual
interests, their whim, their vanity, their self-love,
or any other prevalent motive of their minds might
have dictated, and regulated them in their choice.

My, Pitt expressed his belief, that if the honorable gentleman had

examined his own objection, he could not but be of opinion that he
would find that it did not apply.

Mr. Sheridan answered, that he had stated a dif-
ficulty, not an objection ; and the more it was exa-
mined, the more insurmountable he was convinced
it would be found.. He then re.urged his argu-
meni; and after asserting, that unless each indivi-
dual holder of a share of the tontine would come
and signify his consent to the proposed plan, he
should consider the holders of shares in general to
be injured, declared that he would reserve an
further discussion of the subject till the bill should
be before the house.

The question was pat, and the resobution agreed to.

May 29.

TONTINE BILL.

The order of the or the second reading of this Vill havi
deen moved to);e diag:gréed, —— 4 e

Mr. SHERIDAN expressed his hopes that he
might, fortunately, make some impression upon the
right honorable gentleman (Mr. Pitt), when he de-
clared, that the more he considered the nature of
the bill, the more he was convinced that the prece-
dent would prove dangerous, and not to be recon-
ciled to the great object of securing the original
holders of shares in the tontine, who meant to ad-
here to their shares. If gentlemen would turn their
. attention to it, he was convinced they would see
that it ought to be rejected, and therefore, he trusted
that the right honorable gentleman would not at-
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tempt to move that the bill be committed before the
ensuing Tuesday or Wednesday.

Mr. Pitt imagined that the honorable gentleman had not been
present in the house, the preceding duy, or he would have heard him
state, that, as he conceived whatever objections there might be
against the bill, theywould go rather to the regulations it conlained,
and the application of the principle of the bill, than to the principle
:";;e!f 3 he meant to move that it be commilted the approaching Tues-

1y.

P
Jure 2.

TONTINE BILL.

The r of the commiiter on this bill having been brought up,
themm%m read a first and second tiie, andl::galn':fv
ones proposed.

Mr. SHERIDAN persisted in his idea, that if the
situation of the original contributors to the tontine,
and holders of shares were changed at all, no mat-
ter whether from good or worse, it was an insur-
mountable objection ; and that, before the house
adopted the principle of the bill, they ought to be
assured that each individual, interested as he had
described, gave his assent to the conditions which
the bill tended to authorize and enforce. Mr. She-
ridan proposed that the names of the subscribers
who should, at the period of nomination, be found
desirous of adhering to their shares, should be taken
to fill up the vacancies in the several classes.

Mr. Pilt contended that the homoradle leman’s proposilion
would, on the very grounds on which they been 20 long argu-
ing, be licble to the greatest objection of any, as, o tAat case, the
original contributors to the tontine, and the holders of sheres, must
be deprived of the chance of roming against the lives of others pro-
wiscuously nominated, and be forced to run against thenuclees.

At length, the several new clawses and amendments were agreed to,
and the bill, with the amendiments, ordered to be engrossed, and read
@ third time, - . .
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- DECEMBER 15,
" WAYS AND MEANS.

Mr. SHERIDAN observed that, on the present
occasion, he felt himself unusunally happy to give
the right honorable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) his sincere
‘praise for the general outline of his plan, for:the
speedy extinction of the three millions necessary to
be raised to pay off,the expense of the late arma-
ment. He assured the right honorable gentleman
that he had done no more than justice to that side
of the house, in thinking that they would give their
support to such a necessary measure. - Whatever
difference of opinion there might be on particular
topics, whether some of them might think on the
subject of that armament, either that it' was not
necessary, and that there had been no reason to have
talked to Spain in so baughty and menacing a tone;
whether other gentlemen might deem the arma-.
ment necessary, bat the satisfaction obtained inade-
quate, or whether others again might consider the
conduct of the right honorable gentleman as spirited
and proper, and that the convention was an excel-
lent one, and likely to prove a source of endless
advantage ; let the contrarieties of opinion be what
they might, the right honorable gentleman, he‘was
.' ﬂersuaded, would find but one sentiment in ‘the

ouse on the subject of his proposed plan. And as
those who sat near him had often stated, that no-
thing was so necessary as to meet the exigency of
the moment in a firm, manly way, to look our diffi- .
culties at all times in the t{ce, to bring them for-
ward without disguise, and call upon the house to
provide for them to their full extent; now, as the
© advice was taken, they would cheerfully assist in
_ sharing the disagreeable task of imposing fresh bur-
thens on the people, convinced as they were that
however the mode of incurring the expense might
be wrong, the expense, once incurred, must be paid.
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He could have wished, however, that the right
‘honorable gentleman had not stated part of his
taxes as temporary taxes. He really feared the
right honorable gentleman had not sufficiently con~
sidered the state of the revenue, or, he conceived, he
never could have persuaded himself that after the
taxes were once imposcd they could be taken off.
For his own part, he was anxious for an examination
every year into the state of the public receipt and
expenditure. He bad taken the paper up, and saw
that the present income of the country was fifteen
million eight hundred thousand pounds, including
malt, land tax, &ec., and the last year's expenditure
made up to Midsummer last, amounted to seventeen
millions ; he lamented that one great object of re-
source was entirely overlooked ; an economical at-
tention to onr expenditure, and a reduction of our
establishments ; instead of this, with alliances, and
under circumstances the most favorable to reduction,
with a neighbouring nation, who, by a change in
their government, enjoyed the blessings of freedom,
. more inclined to be our friends than our enemies,

‘and at a time of apparently perfect security, we
were, year after year, encreasing our establishments.
As to the taxes proposed, the right honorable gen-
tleman’s situation was at present so difficult, that it
was almost unjostifiable to oppose ang faxes; but
he really wished that before the right honorable
gentleman thought of taking the 500,000 from the
bank, he would consult the Bank Directors oo that
subject, becanse he feared the meddling with any
money issued to pay the‘melic creditor, would
affect the public credit. 'With regard to the com-

arison made by the honorable gentleman who spoke
ast, between the public and the bank, and a private
individual and his banker, the bonorable gentleman
was totally mistaken ; a private individual might
certainly take his money from his banker’s, 2nd the
reason why he might do so was, because the money
was his own; but the money in the bank was, in
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fact, the property of the publi¢' creditor, and 1o
‘other had a right to meddle with it. "~ Another article
which Mr: Sheridan' thought objectionable as a far-
ther taxation, was malt. L

LA i

-

DxCEMBER 18.

. J WAYS AND MEANS. - .

. 'The Speaker put the question, ** That the report of the committee
be now brougktpf," a debale ensued, s Mr.r?itt\ said, he did not
understand that lch was any intention to object to the report being'
brought up, and the resolutions read a time ; he hoped, there-
Jore, no gentleman would then divide the house. . He subsequently
declared, in answer to Mr. Fox, that ke had not objected to going
into the discussion, and taking the sense of the house. -He weswilli

80 to do, indeed, ?( any gentleman chose to combat any one of
esolutions, ke had it not in his power to prevent it, - .

Mr. SHERIDAN remarked, that it was very kind
~in the right honorable gentleman to suffer them to
do their duty ; bat, if the right honorable gentleman
‘considered the matter rigEtly,- he would see_that
proceeding then in the very first instance to oppose
‘the intended tax on malt was acting handsomely by
him ; because if it should appear that many gentles
men were against it,' the sooner it was known' the
more time the right honorable gentleman would have
" to look for and provide a substitute for the tix'on
malt. Mr. Sheridan added, that there was always
something alarming and suspicious in the rapidity
with which the right honoragle' gentleman endea~
‘vored to hurry his tax bills throngh the house, year
after year; he ever would oppose that rapidity, and
in the present case, he would eertainly meet it with
his negative. 'The argument respecting the tax lay -
in a nut-shell. Yt was plain, as the public brewni? '
{those who brewed for sale) were not to be affected,
the whole weight and operation of the intended tax
would fall upon the private brewery, and thereby
very deeply attack and distress the poorer order of
the peopYe. - So much would this be feit, thatevery
YOL. 1I, X )
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county in the kingdom, he was: persuaded, were
time allowed; woals petition the heuse, and instruct
their representatives to oppose it. An honorable gen-
tleman who spoke earlivl (Mr. Duncombe), by the
latter part of his speech, seemed to think that the
lovers of beer all lived in Yorkshire. The honor-
able gentleman was mistaken; many of them, Mr.
Sheridan said, were to be found at Stafford, and be
believed they were distriboted with tolerable equalit

throughout the conntry. He should, therefore, Lhini
it his duty fo oppose the resolution, :

The soas br wp, and the resolutions were vead & firet
" time, agreed to ; they were then read & second time, and o
tion pul wpom eack . When Mr. Haloell came to the reso
lution, steting the new malt tar, : '
- Mr. Paoys oljected to it, and desived to knew whether Mr,
Pitt’umu to propose hig bill to continxe longer in force than one
year
.« My. Pitt snowered moot inly. He that i would be
e e i il e
H ore, ke meant i
Mc&amam,mdmmwkﬂg:
which ke comprsted wonld take place in about two yeary. P
. Mr. Sheridan remarked, that however trivial the
intended addition might prove, it .must always be
granted that a number of trifling augmentations
aggregately swelled to a grous encrease and an in-
tolerable oppression, They had gone so far already,
that another small matter of addition would twm
the scale ; and, therefore, the attempt to make any
addition cught to be resisted. With regard to the
doration of the act, be repeated his assertion of the
ing day, that the right honorable gestleman
eived himself in imagining ty taxes ml;:ld. be
tempc only ;—once muoat b L
imanen Po‘:l_'"’fbexri hononbp.s’e‘}'e gentleman. wm
ﬁndheanlﬂmtbewitbommfn. Thambjod,o:
course, t to be treated with great gravity, an
mqstdelci'l?grate attention. If the new taxes actmally
torned out more productive than was expecied, they
eoald tell, fram experience, what would be the con-
' S J
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duct of the right honorable gentleman ; what he -
had done already, there ‘was rTeason to expect he:
might do again ; .make & most dangerous nse of the:
_surplus, and be guilty of the most blameable appro.r
priation of it, by éxpending the money in effecting
the purposes of a dissolution of parliament, or by
encreasing our peace establishments, Instead, there-
fore, of the bills being precipitated with the shame~
ful rapidity "which had characterised all the right
houorable gentleman’s measures of importance, that
house ought to examine the state of our finances,.
angd compare our actual receipt with our actual ex-
pendityre ; théy would ‘theh " find “that’ the' Iatter
eatly exceeded the former ; and they would see,
ﬂewise', that the malt tax had fallen short consi-
derably for' the Jast year, which' wai the ' strongest
proof of the impolicy " of loading the ‘article with an
additional duty. Mr. $heridan then read a paper from
the table, exemplifying his statement; according to
which, taking the malt and land tax at 2,500,0001,,
he made the expenditure exceed {he income above
a million; and he nsserted that Mr. Pitt bad taken
advantage of all the new taxes, to the amount of
more than half @ million, since the year 1786,
. Mr, Steele assevted, that Mr. Sheridaw's hi of taxes, iviposed
‘Wlﬂ%mmmjmbqgimhgbm f T
Mbr. Bheridan declared, that he could net st si-
lent under the charge of having attempted to deceive
the house ; and, therefore, he referred to the report
of 1788 itself, and cited the articles of public income
from ¢hat document, challenging a contradiction;
and saying, he should be sorry to have Mr, Stecle
pay the proffered penalty of his pledge (never open-
ing his lips agein), though he certainly weuld find
that be must do it, if the hause should insist on
it, when the day of trial should arrive. Mr. Sheri-
dan added, that searly 400,000 had been raised by
taxes, since the report of 1786 was made. o

-',mmdiﬁdd: ayes 116; noes 45. * .
X2
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DecEMBER 21, ,
ADDITIONAL DUTY ON MALT BILL.
" The order of the day having been read for the ;
“the bill for I:yfn’ug z?dduwud duty on u{dt ;—amﬁ';dm&:{
'ﬂebillbcmre::dauwndﬁm. ' : [
" Mr. SHERIDAN declared that, in his opinion,
..the right honorable geatleman (Mr. Pitt) bad not
oﬂ'ereg one argument of sufficient weight to refute the
‘many strong objections which had been so forcibly
‘urged by different gentleman that day. An honor-
able gentleman, (Mr. Drake) bhad spoken very feel-
ingly, and painted scenes which bad convinced him,
that the poorest people in the kingdom, were those
.who stood most in need of friends in that house.
"Of the truth of that sentiment, Mr, Sheridan said, he
‘had long been convinced, and he should be ex-
‘tremely inpp[v to see the fact reversed. The ho-
‘morable gentleman, however, had recommended it
“to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, to give up the
‘additional tax on malt, lest, that among the poor
‘orders of the people, the downfall of the minister
should become 2 prevalent toast. As the people in
the county, the chief town of which he had the
honor to represent, would be very materially
: affected by the tax ; Mr. Sheridan said, he had little
. doubt, if the right hon. gentleman persisted in obsti-
nately adhering to it, that toast was most likely to be
-adopted and recorded on the pottery of Mr, Wedg-
.wood. The honorable gentleman, he observed, had
-said,. the tax was to be but temporary ;~but malt
was the very worst article that could have been
chosen for a temporary tax, since the malt duty had,
‘within the last two or three years, fallen consider-
ably short of its produce. Formerly it raised
750,000l whereas by the different ions im-
ed of late years, through the iom of addi-
ml duties, the sum prodaced, bad, by degrees, .
sunk, year after year. As to the coonection be-

£



tween the taxes and the subject of the convention,
the right honorable gentleman must permit him to
" say, that when they were laying fresh burdens on
:the ‘people; : they; on ithat -side of the house, - who
shad all along argued against the canse and the ¢on-
sequences of the message to parliament, last session;
w=~who had contended that what had happened, -did
-not -eall for. so high toned a-language ‘as had been
-used=—that the subject of: the quarrel did not justify
-the expenses-and preparations' which had been gone
intoand got. in'readiness ; and that’ the - convention
‘was the worst convention ever made; they could not -
ibe expected to admit the taxes proposed were to be
-yeceived implicitly; and all objection smothered on
sacoount of that measure, which having taken place,
xendered new taxes indispensably necessary. With
xegard to a tax on dogs, ﬁroposed» by an honorable
»E:ntleman? behind.him, (Mr. Coke) although' what
-had » fallen-. from - that - gentleman: did - credit; to
+his. disinterestedness, Mr. Sheridan ‘said, 'he.was
~persuaded such a tax was not practicable ; but there
‘were, he had no doubt, otheritaxes to :be found,
.which would prove less liable to objection, and,-at
the same time, would raise the deficiency which
- giving up the malt tax would occasion. Kor that,
“and the various objections which had been stated
by different geatlemen, he really wished the right
hon, gentleman would consent to forego the addition
to the malt tax; and as he was thoronghly Persuaded,
“that when it was properly considered, it' would: be
‘seen in the light in which ge’ had placed it, as a tax
likely to be attended with many bad consequences,
he bad designed to submit a motion, “That the bill
‘be read that day six months;” but he would only
-move to amend the motion, by leaving out the word
*now,” and ipserting the words < Monday, the 7th
of February.': ‘- -+~ - LT
" The Rouse divided—the memberswere, that the word  now,” stand
mO{':k: question 3 oyes 126; noes 91; the bill was then read &

(l Tead e Mt -
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| ' Makcw 23, 1701
HiLL RELATIVE TO UNRECEIVED DIVIDENDS.

.- Mr. SHERIDAN contended agninst the provision
im the bill, which enabled the Tmsnr{. in case the
unth left-in the -bauk: of England, should be re-
wduced below 100,000L. to issne exchequer bills, as
W security to the publie creditor. There were va-
J1ous, stroug argminents against this power.—Con-
-stitationally .it was -a dangerons power; and as to
‘the ereditor, it'was: surely a badpo oommutation (0
substitute paper in the room of specie. By the ori-
ginal contract,. the public creditors were to be paid
1n specie only... Specie is lodged in the bands of the
bank for their payment; and that specie is to be
4aken out of their hands, and excbequer bills placed
in their stead. . Exchequer bills might or might
adt be good payment. ﬁf the original bargain de-
clared, that ¢ven bank notes should not be. consi-
dered as good payment, it Wasa violent measore to
- force npon them, that which the original bargain de~
elared was nat to be offered.
" The commrittee went through the ill, and the report was ordered
4 be reccived npon the enswing Thursduy. ' '

APRIL l
CORN REGULATION BILL;

" “Mr.. SHERIDAN presented a petition from the
* trades house at Glasgow, praying to be beard b
counsel against the cﬁuses which respect 8 .
"He wished ta be informed, whether it was meant
to alter the clauses complained of ; hecauss be un-
derstood such an intimation had been given to the
- petitioners by the promoters of the bill. 1f those
claims were not altered, he should have to present
. @ petition against them, signed by more than twenty
thousand persons.
* "The petition was ordered to be veferred tv the commitice o tha bill,
witk en instruction that the petitioncrs be beard by comscl
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.. APRIL 1k
 * FINANCE COMMITTEE. .~

- Mr. SHERIDAN objected to ‘the mode of "ap. '
‘pointing the finance.commiliee, as putting .i} in
the power of -ministers .to proenre many.of hisown .
friends to decide- om the trath. of his own: state.
_ments. . Ly
“Mr. " Steelé contended that' the sppoininieni of o eommittee by

“ ballot was unobjectionable; even on the ground stated by the Aomor-
able gentleman ; or every member wor at liberty to give in a list of

‘ * RpRIL TX ¢

artn Y L T AT T BN

. ; MR, GREY'S MOTIONS AGAINST ANY INTERFERr

, ENCE IN I'HE WAR BETWEEN RUSSIA AND-
, THEPORTE, , ... .0 . 7t M

“On the 20th of March amessage 1as delivered 1o parliamient from’
the King, stating, that the endeavors which he had used in conpune-'
_ tiom with his allies, to effect a pacification between Russia nnd the®

Porté, had been ansuccessful ; and that the conseguences whick might:
arise from the further progress of the war, b:::f highly imporiant:
, to theiterest of Hix Majesty, and his alliés, end to thosé of Europé”
" in geodhdl; His Mujesty judged it rcz:a:site, in order 1o add weight
o his negoviation, to make some further augmentation n his-naval
Jorce; and Ae relied on the zeal and offection df partiament, for the-
defraying of such expenses as might be incurred by those additional:
eparations. TAe powers who had mediated in the conventivn of
Reichenbach, Rad endecvored in wain, on the conclusion of "that
treaty, to incline the Empress of Russia t6 ‘peace with the Porte;-
.on the same terms of the statu quo, on ivkich ¢ had been defer-
" mined that peace should be made between the Porte and Austria,”
ichamermstmlyrdn'rmd?tM to the pressing: b=
dicitations of the allics on this Aead, was, that she would admit of np
- interference between her and the Turks; and should consuit her own .
_ discretion in whatever related to that business, without submitting:
to the decision of any power wohatever,  Alarméd, Rowtver; ‘ut the
" strength of the allied powers, and above all, at the new esternal
s welations, as well as internal situation of Poland, she gffered to grive
- up all her conquests on the Turks, excepting the town and dependens
v a‘ucg Oczakow, the country of the Oczakow Tartars, situated between
the Bog and the Neister ; the possexsion of which seould, on the one
hand, b¢ 8 barrier to the tions of the Tartars into the ifers
. ritorics of Rusia; ond, op the other, opex at some future perivd,



328. [APRIL 12,

more conspicuons than the present, to schemes of aggvandizement into
the provinces, ond the very heart of the kailhéng;h'a. The King:
of Prusia, the immediate successor of Frederick the Great, had
shewn a prudent and just jealousy of the ombitious devigns of Ca-
therine ; and by the formation of a close alliance with Igzzud,-ad
other measures, wisely endeavoured to prevent her views of aggran-
dizement to all, or nearly all those measures already carvied into exe-
cution, andto.whiok Great Britain had given bev eountenance. - We .
had alsg in goncert with Prussie and Hollond, offered to mediate &

in the East of Europe, soon ofter the fall of Oczakew, in 1788,

e resirained Denmark from joining her armato those of Russia
Jor essisting the Swedes: and this with an avowed determination
supporting the balance of the North,, In the summer following, .
1980, .1 made a new treaty with Prussia,. o treaty of more thas de-
Jensive alliance ; of strict and perpetual union, in order to protect
not only the interest of the twe contracting powers, but the tran-
gquillity ond security of Europe,” We had now o second time pressed
our mediation o Russia, but pressedit in vain,

The Czarinanot only persisted in her resohution to carry on the pre-
sent soar with the Turks, unicss she should be ited lo dictate &
peace on her own terms, bul seemed to have denounced a war against
anofker of our allies, Poland. So searly as 1739 she had given no-
tice, that she should consider the new arrangements of the republics
aadaﬁdiosqfhatredymdm-m a former ement }
and they prepared a plea for Roslilitics as}amd that unfortunate .

at ‘& owre convenient opportunily. hudtcfmtul}{w
sia, from the period that the Czaring, in the lime of owr distres in
the Americon soar, took the lead in the armed nadrality, for- the
express purpose of resisting and reducing the naval r of this
countyy. Al the expiration of the commercial trealy between Rus-
sia mnd England, she not only declined to renee it, but obliged our
merchants Lo pay, in dixtics, 25 per cent move than swhat was exacted
Jrom other countrics, though llnzgm half o year's eredit for their
exports, and weve always a ko, ymﬁladmjms
end at the same timethat she drclined to remaw any il treat,
with us, ahe madr ene with Fronce, and enother sith Spein: in
dition to which, she entered with those tiwo kingdoms into & guad-
ruple alliance, plainly pointed ogainst Grest Britain. In & word,
the Empress of Russia, flushed wilk suceem and most strongly forti-
Jied by treaties of alliance, hod omuwmed 8 memocing ottitude ond
Jrowning aspect, whick naturelly produccd & comnter confedere-
tiow, excited 1 hout & great poriion of Exrope, & wpirit of
Jealoury, vigilence, hostile resistance. Such wos the state of
FExrope, and such particularly that of this country in relation to
Russia, at the moment when the message from His Majesty men-
The wminister moved for an address on the occasion to His Majesty
after the noual form.” He ﬂcmxtkdwﬂ_tholjcd‘
of the address, en the that we kad & direct and important
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interest in theswar between Ruisia ond the: Porte. ' Having entered” -
into defensive alliances, which were admitted to be wise and politicy
we ought to adhere to them: Prussic was ouwr ally, and ought to be’
supported.” The progress of the Russion avows against the Porle was’
alarming.”: Should the power of the Porte be farther humbled by
its aspiring rical, - Prussia would instantly feel it, and not- Prus:-
sia alone, iut all Europe—the politicnl system of swhich might be
ghaken to its very foundation. On the other side, it was atatelf, that
Prussia could not be endangered by any progress-whick the ‘Russiar
arwms cowld make in Turkey. +'The Empress offered to_cede all her
conquests between the Neister and Damibe; and proposed only to
selain those which were situated between the Neister and the i
but we insisted, that she should surrender all her congquests without
8 singlé exeeption.':: Our only ground of jpuarvel, therefore, with the
Empress, was; Rer- unwillin to. resign the ‘tract of country -
above mentioned ; which dtm in al barren and umprofi-
table, was yet particulorly desivable to her, as it contained the town -
of Ocaakow, & place of mvick importance to the security of the Rus-
siam: dominions. - The addreas was cavvicd by & majority of only 93,
Ayes 228; moes 135, . - o o s CT e N
By so numerous a minority, Mr.Grey wasencouraged to move,on :
the 12th of April, eight resolutions, declarative of certain geneval and
undeniable pa;itfom, w:'lll; regard to the ;nn;a-ad of this country in the
preservation of peace; the just causes, unjust prelests for war -
Jacts !lmtlmdalrpmred during the hostilities. brtween Russic and
the Porte,which did not seem immediately to invelve the interests of
Great Britain, or tothreaten an attack on her possessions, or those of
her ullies ; ‘and concluding, * that the expense of an armament must:
be burthensome to the eountry, and is under the present: circumston®”
ces, as far as the hovse it informed, inexpedient and unnecessary: -
Mr. Sheridan remarked, that although he had sed
veral times presented himself in vainto the Speaker’d
eye, he never felt it more unnecessary to trespass on
the time of the house, ‘than at that moment ; since,
if ever there was ‘a’ discussion, which had been:
supported by the- ablest' arguments on one ‘side,”
and with flimsy 'delusion opposed to them on the
other, the cause discussed that day had been that
cause. Not ever any argument had been offered
by ‘the honorable ' baronet -(Sir- William- Young)
who spoke last, and who had traversed over all
Europe, traced the history of the navigation and.
commerce of Russia, from the earliest period ; de~
scribed her back frontiers, and all parts of her do="
minions ;' and expatiated with as much familiarity

W
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‘eoncerning the Dnieper and the Danabe, as if he
had heen talking of the Worcestershire canal, and
pictured the empress as a female Colossus, standing
-with -one foot on the banks of the Black Sea, and
the other on the eoast of the Baltic; yet, in spite
-of this fund of knowledge and ingenuity, all which
the bonorable baronet said, did not amount Lo an ar-
ment against the motion, which, in his mind, was
entitled to the smallest weight. From the right
honorable gentleman opposite to bim, (Mr, Dun-
das). who was something like a.minister, though
not actually one, he expected to bave heard impor.
‘tant reasoning ; but he presumed he had continued
dumb, because if he had risen to speak, it might bave
been suspected. that he knew .something, and thas
‘bave broken in upon that impenetrable mystery, and
that magnificent silence which was to characterise
the day, as far as regarded the conduct of those who
slone could have afforded the house information,
which they bad a right to expect. Those whe ﬁad
{iseli to speak, like the honorable baronet who had
-just sat down, bad professed either that they knew
nothing of the cause of the armament, or bad indulged
in stating what they gnessed to be that canse ; thus
the sum and substance of all the argnments against
the motion had been professed ignorance on the one
hand, or avowed conjectare on the other. 1f, then,
they were to guess only from conjecture, and to. ar-
gue from maxims drawn from and books, as
the last honorable gentleman en other side bad
dome, could they possibly arrive at any satisfactory
knowledge on the subject ? Are maxims drawn
from maps and books the cause for which an Eng-
lish bouse of commons are to plunge their country
into a war, and waste the blood and treasure of their
constitnents! The reasons stated by diflerent gen-
tlemen, among their guesses of the-.causes of the
" war, were not more different than extraordivary.
- QOue right honorable gentleman bad assigned some-
thing that looked like an argument, which might
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-account for the right honorable Chancellor of thé
Exchequer’s silence. He had: stated, that if his
right honorable friend said any thing relative to the-
negociation, - it ‘'might put it out:of the.power of
the megociating parties to: recede: or retract what
they had advanced, and thus render 4 war unavoid-
-able, . Did- the -right. honorable gentleman then
think it necessary to -reeede and retract any of the
blustering: menaces which he had made to Russia P
If he did, it ought to be avowed, that an opportunity
might be given for such .retraction. . But that
right honorable  gentleman; who: had: talked of the
‘minister's receding, - had alse alluded to one matter
‘a8 the cause of the war; from: the .bare mention of
which he shrunk'with horror; he had hinted at the
armed neutrality, and at the possibility of this being
‘& fit opportunity ‘for .retaliating and revenging that
measure, 'Were we then to go to war for so base
& purpose; as {o. give, vent.:to- the : hatred  and -
burniog resentment which had been avowed to have
rankled in our bosoms for so many ‘years P He hoped
vot.. The sdme right honorable : gentieman Ead
talked of .the pactition of Poland. 'Were they to
_ resent that event at this crisis If so, it ought to be
avowed. But he would not believe that any of these
could be the cause ‘of the war. - He would  rather
durn -te the noble lord, who . had, -in: his opiniori,
acted in & more open and ithanly: way, and- rested
“the argument on its true ground.  The noble lord
had expressly avowed that he gave his consent on
the ground of implicit confidence in the minister;
and had even gone so far as to:declare, that  be
should consider it as criminal in :the minister, if he
.gave the hounse any - information - whatever. on the
subject. - The ground of confidence had shifted
wraterially since its first introduction three-years ago.
“They had then heard of rational eonfidence ;! since
that a greater degree of confidence had been talked
of; ang now the noble lord had avewed that he gave
the minister implicit - confidence. - Had they - not
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better at once aiﬁ)oiﬁt-the right honorable ‘gentle-
man dictator, and give him the power of making
war. and peace ﬂ::it as he thought proper? The
noble lord, who , on a former occasion, shewn
himself very much atiached to the antient Greeks,
had. appeared ‘not to be so much attached té
the ‘modern Greeks, ‘and bad 'said, * See what a
faithless set of people these modern Greeks are!”
Io -what, Mr.  Sheridan asked, did their trea’
chery consist?—He knew of no such treachery;
and he owned' that he should rather bhave ex-
pected that the noblé lord, with a classical indigna-
tion, would have lamented that the descendants of
Demosthenes should not be orators, statesmen, and
soldiers, but an unfortunate race of men, kept only
to pamper the false taste and degraded. appetites of
the Ottoman court.: So maoch out of humoor had
the noble lord proved himself to be with the modern
Greeks, that he had heen betrayed into a perfidy of
quotatidn, and had quoted a Latin line, to his sur-
rize, Mr. Sheridan said, when he bad expected 2
ine of Homer from him at least. - With regard to
what had: been observed of that house invading the
prerogative of thei érown, if they .interfered with
negociations, he was, for one, always ready to con-
fess, that the just prerogatives of the crown should
be kept sacred ; Eut't ose were no friends to the
prerogative, who should advise the exercise of it in
the extreme, and endanger its proving obnoxious to
that bonse. The best government under the prac.
tice of our constitution consisted in a wise blending
and- co-operation - of the executive and legislative
branches of it. The king -certainly- might, if he
leased, make what treaties he thought proper, and
them from the knowledge of parliament, if he

was so advised by his ministers ; be might also make
war and peace, and ib doing that, confidence was
* reposed in those on whose shoulders, as a counter-
poise, responsibility Jay. ' But the moment they came
to that house for support and assistance, confidence
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" wasat an end, and the hour of inquiry and control wad
arrived. Yet, what he wished to contend forwas, that
ancient, constitutional, and most useful function of &
British house of commons, their capacity of advising
the crown, and of being enabled, by.a due ap+
plication .and exeicise: og their preventive wisdont
to save the country from that expense and calamity;
into which they might otherwise be plunged, either
by the terror of mmisters, their impradence, their
neglect, or their corruption. .. If the house of com-
mons was to be deprived of that important fune-
tion, and was never suffered to exercise their pre~
ventive wisdom, -their chief use, as a deliberative
assembly, would be.lost to the public; and the whole
powers of that house would be reduced to two dry
points—the power of the purse, and the power! of
unpeachment.; Thus, instead of consulting .them:as
advisers of the crown, they ‘would be reduced to the
miserable condition of acting upon public'measures
in the last fatal instance,!that of .loading their-con«
stituents with. the .expense of them, when' it : might
afierwards turn out that they were measures not_fib
to have -been pursued; and in that. case, all that
would be left for.them fo do, would be -to prosecute
ministers.. If the purpose of a message. from the
erown should be at any time to tell them that-the
enemy: was. at their doots, and .therefore supplies
must be granted, he certainly should first: asﬁ,'s‘ow
whose account they’ were called upon, -and how it
happened that thef had not before been apprized of
the public danger?. But he should grant the supplies
on account of the necessity and exigency of the case.;
The honorable gentleman opposite to him. had wonei
dered that they should speaE of the proceedings im
that manner as a novelty, and remarked, that they!
were totally ignorant of parliamentary constitution,
if they did not know that it had been the practise of
minijsters, in similar oases, to ask for support;. and, -
ﬁwe no explanation at the time,. Ignorant, indeed;:
¢ confessed they must be, if the case wag-so; yeb
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be could not but imagine that the honorable gentle-
men who were so ready to give their confidence
blindly' and implicitly, were themselves sa confi-
dent, that they ventured to quote precedents; with-
out ever having given themselves the troable to
look and see whether they would support their ars
goment. It so happened, that ail the precedents
from the year 1700 downwards, were against them,
and in favor of what he had just contended for:
In the case of the war of 1700, there had been a
desire of preserving the balance of power in Eus
rope, and King William had applied to the house -
on the occasion. Mr, Sheridan read from the joar~
nals a message from King William, and the ad~
dress of the house in answer.. In the one, the King
states the purgoae- of bis application, and ealls for
the advice of his commons; and in the other, the
house tells His Majesty that they will give him their
advice, as soon as they are fully -informed on the
subject ; and desire that all the treaties entered into
by His Majesty may be laid before them, that
may be sble to offer him their mwature advice. It
appeared from hence, that King Willism, in the
wmstance which he had read, did not think it be-
meath him to ask advice of the house of com-
mons, snd they had beard what the language of the
honse had been in return. As the honerable gen~
themen on the other side might mot like a precedent
20 wear the revolution, he would tarn 10 another of
a mwre recent period, that of 1784, 8o far from the
ministers of that day calling for the confidence of
parliament, the King placed a coufidence in . his
E:l;mat. and put the whole business into their
. Mr. Bheridan declared, that be eould not
but wonder that the bouse bere with patience the
cant of responsibility, which was preached to them
by all wha eontended for confidence. They were per-
y saying, give ministers implicit confidence
oot they the responsibility ? as if they oconsi.
dered responsibility as a perquisite of office, rather
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than the peril of their situation. - If they felt the case
rly, they would shrink from. the bare mention
of gesponsibility, instead -of being eternally talking
of it, and which convinced him' that they eonsidered
responsibility as a protection, and as another word for
img:nnity. The other evening, when the unclaimed
- dividends were under discussion, s declaration bad
been made by one of the Bank Directors; :which
appeared -to him as the 4ime te be most extraordi-
pary. In submitting- that much might be -lost to
the bauk by forgeries, one -of the directors had ob:
served, that their eustom was te let the persons pre-
senting forged bills for payment have the money,
aud not prevent the bommission of the crime; bes
cause unless the felony -was suffered fo' be eom-
pleted, they eould not prosecute; and make ‘an ex-
ample, Mr. Sheridan reasoned on the ‘absurdity of
_ thia practice, and eompared it with that of Jetting a
minister, by unwise measures,’ plunge the country
intoa depth of calamity, from whieh # could not be
easily extricated, merely on the idea that sucha mi-
nister might be made an example -of afterwards:
‘What would they think, if those who- opposed thé-
right honorable gentieman opposite to him; saw him
burryiag on the ceuntry to ruin ; and, instead of re-.
sisting hig destructive measnres; were to say, # Stop
awhile, we are aware that ministers-are getiin
into & fine serape, and then we shall have the satis-
faction of making an example of them.” ‘In both
eases, prevention, he maintained, would be prefers
sble te !mnishment + and if the bank forewent ‘the
hope . of making an example, and: prevented the
felony from being completed, they would' do much
better, and save their money ; and, in like manner;
opposition did their duty best, in endeavoring to
rescue their country from ruin, end their constituents
from taxes, by checking 2 minister’s career in time:
With regard to the motives of the war, Mr. Sheri-
dan remarked, that he did not think them of great
maportances but the grounds of it seemed to him'
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to.be so extravagantly ridiculous, that be could not
convey his sense of the arrogance of our interfering,
better than by supposing that Russia had treated us
so atf the end of d?e last war, and letting the house
feel it as their own case. Suppose, when we were
making the peace, she had insisted on our giving up
Negapatam, in the East-Indies, fo the Dutch ;—ex-
travagant as this might appear, it was not more 0
than our insisting on her restoring Oczakow to the
Porte. Imagine, then, that she had made a point of
our resigning Negapatam (o the Dutch, meaning
on her part to give it to Denmark, or some other of
her allies. 'What should we have said to such a
demand ? The answer would have been, what has
Raussia to do with our ions in the East-Indies 2
We should have r ed the demand, and treated it
with contempt. Suppose, in that case, the Em-
gexs bad sent a fleet down the channel, and burnt
ull, in its way to London, where, on her arrival,
she was determined to énforee her negociations, by
acting as an armed mediator; should not we have
thought that Russia acted most arrogantly, and
most unwarrantably ; and yet, her conduct in that
case would not be more extraordinary than ours in
the present instance. Mr. Sheridan added, that he
shrewdly suspected we were led on by our al-
Lies; and that the real cause of the war was a Prus.
sian object in Poland. Suppose, however, that we
went on with the war, and that in the end, the
Emperor obtained what he waoted in Moldavia and
W ia; the Empress what she wanted in
Turkey ; and Prussia, Thorn and Dantzic; in that
case, he would venture to predict, that the lot of
England would be to pay the piper, and that the
expense which we might incur would be all that
would fall to cur share. Mr, Sheridan now ad-
verting to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, ar-
raigeed his conduct, and declared that he should
not be afraid to through his whole poli-
tical life, -and would undertake to prove, that
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most »of his raeasures’ had been: pregnant  with'
_ mischief to the codntry: -~ In: the monent of bring-:
ing forward each, the -right honorable gentleman,
bad said' to ‘the - heuse, “ Give us your confidence ;.
we are responsible 1” Confidence -might not, Mr.:
Sheridan said, be always well applied.: He asked,,
,whether the right honorable gentleman-recollected;
the : very 'different prospects which we had "heen:
taught to turn ouk eyes to in'this year? Did he re-
eollect that this was the promised millenium ! that
halcyon year, in ‘the ‘spring-of which we ‘were to
taste the. sweets and blossoms ‘it- was to produce ¥
Did the right honorable gentleman reflect, that he:
had told them that they. siould’- not only bave their
income equal to their expenditure, but a clear mil-
lion & year surplas to pay towards the diminution of
the national debt, and & permanent peace establish»
ment * Mr. Sheridan contrasted this with ‘the ac-
tual state of the moment, the immediate prospect of
another war, . and the certainty of additional taxes.
The people, he observed, would not bear the intoler-
‘able burdens under which: they must then groan,
unless the right honorable gentleman came fairly
forward, and assigned a satisfactory ground for
going to war. ‘There was not one gentleman in'thé
house who really saw-a motive for 1t which he could
recoucile to-any reasonable idea. With regard to
confidence, he decldred that he should not give his
-confidence to ministers fo treat with foreign courts,
unless the first department of office, in which all our
foreign hegociations . lay,. were rescued from the
hands of a person who, to an overcharged conceit
.of hisown abilities, added the rashniess which always
ust attend inexperience, and placed in the hands
‘of a'man familiar .with foreign courts, and possessed
of dexterity and simplicity sufficient to enable him
to discharge the.duties of the office with skill and
with success. . By dexterity, he said, hes did nol
.mean that cunning ‘which another person wmistook
for -craft, and.that craft for' wisdom ;. he meanl
¥YDL, 1L - Z
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dexterity to discover and ward off the devices and:
intrigues of foreign ministers, and others ; and sim-
plicity to follow the strait-forward .path of open
manliness and lplajn ‘dealing’ himself. ' He declared
that he would leave it to the house to make the ap~
_plication of this contrast, but unless a-depariment
of so much importance, econsidering the presens
situation of foreign courts, were placed in such
hands, it was impossible for him to give confidence
at such a time to ministers ; nor had they, in fact,
any right to expect it from him, who ha uniforml’y
and openly resisted the right honorable gentleman’s
measures, :
- Mr. Sheridan next turned his attention to the con-
duct of the right honorable gentleman opposite him,
-respecting Holland in 1787, for which praise bad,
on all hands, been candidly allowed him. He de-
clared that if the question was put to him, and he
was asked if, as a single measare, herejoiced at it ?
he should, without hesitation, answer, that he did
not ; because he never could rejoice at seeing the
‘stock of liberty diminished; and, by our mters
ference, that noble republic was again redaced to -
the miserable state of vassalage ander which she .
had so long groaned; but, when he considered that
it was probable at the time that Holland would
bave become a province to France (though subse-
quent events had since proved that it eould not have
been the consequence), he was ready fo join in com-
mending the conduct of the right honorable gentle-
man on that oceasion. But if it were troe, that the
recovering our connection with Holland was nothing
more thao a part of a system, and that the fortress
of Oczaknow were to be traced from the canal at
Amsterdam, he shonld reprobate it in the strongest
terms ; he would fairly declare, however, that he
did not believe that the right honorable gentleman
had entertained an idea of any such system at the
time. He suspected that the right bonorable gen.
‘tleman’s measures had earried him much farther
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than he had ever.intended to ga; and
_tence of its having been a part of a pre
,8ystem, was nothing more than;a salvo a
Abe .purpose of .covering . the extraordinary‘go
.of the right honorable gentleman. Mr..SHay
 here_descanted on the chance of our next yea
.having fresh press warrants issued, and being called
_npon to arm,, in consequence of our having formed
an alliance between Poland and. Prussia. [He.went
_through 3 summary of what had passed in the dif-
ferent courts, of Stockholm and Madrid, during the .
-administration of Mr, Pitt, and imputed blame to
him on the events of each. He also said, that
.among evil consequences of the pernicious system
_arising out of the treaty with Prussia, it had fastened
«on us a concern. with the Germanic league, and that
;we should be lugged in, as: parties, o, the measare.
He declaimed against the system,. and said, let us
call it any thing%ut a system of peace; let us say it
is a system of ampbition, of vain glory, to see the
offspring of the immortal Chatham, intriguing in all
the courts of Europe, and setting himself up as the
great posture ‘master of the balance of power, as -
possessing an exclusive right to be the umpire of
all, and to weigh out, in patent scales of his own,
the quantity ofg dominion that each power shall pos-
sess, * Was not the right honorable gentleman esta-
blishing a principle which would make it the inte-
xest of all India to act against us? . 'Was he not at-
tempting to stand forward as such ‘a peace maker,
as the peace of all Europe would make it necessary
to exterminate P - Mr, Sheridan mentioned the con-
duct of Mr.. Elliot in Sweden, and bhaving stated
awhat had passed there, he referred the house to the
speeches of His Majesty,: which had -all told them,
that our court had continued toreceive the strongsst
~assurances from foreign powers, that there was ne
danger of our tranquillity being likely to: be dis-
turbed ; and he desired them to compare what had
happened from time to time. “With regard to the.
z2 '
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revolution in Frarce, he did not mean to go into
~ the discussion of that subject ; his opinion upon it re-
mained figed, and woul'd continue the same ; but
‘there was one point which all mankind agreed in
‘rejoicing at, as a consequence of the French revo-
‘lution ; and this was, that she could no longer go
~ 'about intriguing, and setting the rest of the courts
‘of Europe at enmity with each other. Were we,
‘he asked, willing to take up the little, busy, tat-
thing spirit of intrigue, that worst part of the cha-
racter of ‘France, and run about producing fresh
wars and fresh disturbances. He ﬁad not thought
-that any thing could -have induced him to lament
‘the loss of French enmity ; but if such was to be
‘the case, he should do so most seriously. He bad
hoped that what had bappened in France would
have setved as a useful lesson, and that we should
have had leisure to have improved by studying it.
The house divided on the previous question; ayes, That My,
’Gungs m!agm be now put, 172 ; nocs 252 ; majority for the previous

APRIL 21.
QUEBEC BILL.
The order of the day for the re-commitment of this bill having
read, .

Mr. SHERIDAX observed, that as, on the pre-
sent occasion, the number of members within the
house was far from being-considerable, he trusted,
that if the right honorable gentleman absolutel
wished that the principles and reguilations of the bﬂ{
might become tl]:e subject of examination and dis-
cussion, he would postpone its consideration until a.
fature and more convenient day. Indeed, the cir-
camstance of his having fixed opon this day, im-
mediately before the holidays, when the aitendance
of the bouse was unusually thin, for the re-commit-
-ment of the bill, bad induced several members to
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believe that it was not his serious intention of bring-
ing it on; and they had in consequence absented
themselves, though they would otherwise willingly
have been present. There was another reason why
the consideration of the bill should be put off. The
right: honorable - gentleman had, ' indeed; laid *in~
formation upon the table, but he had not moved
that it should be printed ; and certainly, if he had
-intended that this information should have beenm
perused, and considered by the members, he ought
to have made the motion. Mr. Sheridan conceived,

~that it should now be printed, and the Easter holi~
days would afford members an opportunity of tak-
ing - it into consideration, so that they might be
better prepared to state their opinions. . There was .
still another reason why he considered delay as ne-
cessary, not only ‘to the house, but to the right ho-
norable gentleman. It was not, till lately, he un~
derstood, that the very persons had not been con-
sulted in this business who were most interested, and
best qualified to give information.. It was certainly
requisite, in forming any new system. of govern-
ment, o obtain the most perfect acquaintance with
all the particulars of the situation of those who were.
to be governed, as well as to pay- the utmost atten-
tion to their opinions with regard to the nature , of
the regulations which ought to be adopted. It
might appear proper to consult those who were to be
governed, beforehand, as it was certainly desirable
that every government should meet the wishes of its
subjects. It was politic, as people were most sen-
sible of their own wants, as they might be supposed
to be acquainted.with the causes Eom which they
rose, and qualified to point out the meauns of reme-
dying them. By some strange neglect, however,
the right honorable gentleman had not communi-

' cated on the subject with those very people from

' whom he was most likely to have received 1nforma-

tion and advice. : ' ’

. mrwomﬁ!mmlmadj:medm &Gthﬂq.
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May 18,

. WAYS AND MEANS,

Mpy. Pitt heving stated the articles of espenditure, and
ond means of the year, 4 ‘ s
~ Mr. SEERIDAN objected, on general grounds, to
the right honorable gentleman’s (Mr. f’itt) state-
ment, but he admitted that the day was at last ar.
rived when he could agree with the right honorable
gentleman, that the report of the committee of"
finance was as fair a report as could be expected.
“There were, Mr. Sheridan said, certain omissions
on both sides of the account, which would not have
bappenéd had he had the honour of being a member
of the committee, and to which he objected ; but a
he mednt to name the first vacant day for discussing’
it, it was not his intention to go into it then; he
would barely remark that the report coincided with
every word he had ever troabled the house with on
the subject. The committee had stated their report
with great candour and great accuracy, and the re-
sult, Mr. Sheridan said, was, that it was evident
His Majesty’s ministers had, since the year 17886,
gone on with such encreasing prodigality, that the
new report, so far from confirming what the report
of the committee of 1786 gave the house to expect,
viz. that they would be that dzz voting the perma-
hent peace establishment as they stated it, stated,
that in 1791 they were actually called oo to vote balf
a million more, which, with the imcrease of the
casual expenses, made a difference of 1,300,000Z
more than they were given to imagine would be the
expenditore of the year. Mr. Sheridan sxid,
he did admit that had been an increase of in<
¢onde within the last year, but gentlemen must not
go away with the idea that the expenditure had not
y exceeded what the revenue committee of
1786 taught them to expett would be the expendi-
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tare of the present year. -Before, therefore, they
adopted the report of the 'new" committee,. the
alarming circumstance that he had mentioned ought.
to be'explained to the country. Mr. Sheridan, in
the course of his speech referred to Mr. Steele’s ar-
gument on a former day, and sapported his asser-
tion, by stating the particulars on_which he rested
it, viz. that there was a permanpent increase of
500,000/. on the total amount of the expensesof the
army, navy, ordnance, and miscellaneous services}
and 800,000, arising from incidental and casual ex-
penses. - He added that we had paid off annuities-
of 200,000l. a year, and added a permanent in-
crease of 500,000, a year to the national expendi-
ture. ' S T

« .. M. Pitt expressed his satisfaction at the honorable gentleman’s
declaration, that he would name a separate day for the discussion
of the subject ; because, if bhe honorable gentleman, or any other,
entertained doubls upon the of the committee, or on any part
of what he had stated that day, i certainly would be better 1o dis-
cxss those doubts on some pavticular doy, than in @ conversation,,
when another and a different topic was under consideration. . With
d to the allusion to what had been said by his honorable friend
(M. Stecle) on o former day, he was very confident his homorable’
Jriend never did state l!m; nent vevenue as likely to be that,
which_the honorable gentleman. had just imputed to his onoradle.
Jriend ; but the amount of his honorable friend’s argument had been,
that in case the expenditure should, from accidental circumstances,
increase, the income of the country would proportionably increase,’
20 that the public receipt would at all times cover the public expendi-=:
ture. . Mr. Pitt proceeded to observe, that there was no part of the
“?:lct which waz not familiar to the house, and which had not been
debated again and again, in every session since the year 1786, He
Iandimu {ﬂm% , that the honorable gentlonanagreed .
with him in giving due praise to the candowy, the fairness, and the
accuracy of. the committee of finance, as exemplified in their report.,
As to the emount of the expenditure, the honorable gentleman, ke
observed, had stated, that there was an increase of permanent esta-
Dlishment of 500,000l ; in anmwer to whick, he must declove, that
much ﬁ‘ increqse wos not {0 be considered as expenses which
would be permanent, but a1 charges that were accidentally incurreds
These charges Mr. Pitt stated, and particulerlymentioned 201,000L
Jor necessaries in owr dock-yards, which would of course operate a8’
a saving in future. In annwer to. the extraordinary manner in whick.
the honarable gentleman kad commented on other parts of the subject,
0 asto make up his alleged increas of 1,300,000, ke must, Aeoid,
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be indulged with g few words. He then went into a detoil of the
whole expenditure; and concluded with observing, that My, Sheri-
dan included in his excess the deficiencies of the land and malt, and
the sum destined for the American loyalists, ‘
. Mr. Sheridan begged leave to say a few words
In t?l_y, and he dec]i_red, they should be a very few
words. Referring. to the report of the committee
of revenue of 1786, he shewed, that the report of
the committee of 1791, in the statement of the ex-
penditure, directly contradicted what the report of
the committee of 1756 taught them to Jook forward
" 10, as the probable peace establishment in the year
1791, * Another word, he said, he must utter, with
regard to the challenge given by the honorable
friend (Mr. Steele) of the right honorable gentle-
man, The latter denied his right honorable friend
had given any such challeng~ or pledge, as he had
expressly stated when the subject was last the ground
of debate, and seemed to treat it as a ridiculous
thing, that bis honorable friend, or any of his bo-
norable friends, conld have attempted to justify th®
report of 1786. Mr. Sheridan -observetf', that the
Chancelior of the Exchequer had himself admitted.
an excess 6f 380,000 in three articles only, exclu-
sive of the miscellaneous articles; and, therefore,
he contended he had a right to say, that there was
a half million increase on the permanent establish-
ment. It was, he declared, a poiat on which he
should particularly insist, and it ought not to be
slurred over; but the country, should know pre-
cisely, how the case stood. They had, he.said,
bronght ap annuities of 200,000{. and incurred a
permunent debt of 3,000,000/, The fact was, the
subject bad been delusively stated, and glossed over,
in erder to appear well in the eyes of the public,—
and so be had ever contended ; but it bad never
been admitted at all, that any part of what he dis-
uted was found before that day; whereas, from
-what the right honorable gentleman bad himself
said that day, it was evident to the committee, he
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had been correct in all he had advanced. Mr. She-

ridan before he concluded,! went into particulars to
rove his-assertions, and destred the.committee-to
‘attend .to the whole of them in formmg thelr opl-
nion on the subjéct. '
M. Pdt mreply, again. "detwiled the prmapal articles qf !ﬁc

expenditure, in order’ to prove that the bomrable gmllcman was
compktely mistaken.

Mr. Sheridan got up once more, to answer several
parts of Mr. Pitt’s last argument. He admitted,,
that a great cause of the increase was to be lmputed
to unforeseen circumstances ;. such as the provision,
for the youn art of the. royal family, which he.
declared be E’;] Ely approved; but he- conteuded
that every year would Ermg wnth it its amount of
caspal and lncuienta.l expenses, which ought to be,
allowed for, and therefore, it was incumbent on
them fo “inform’ the country of the real trath, and’
not delude the people, by tellmg' them that thls year.

thtre would be such a surplus, and next yeara
. “greater, ‘when the' chance “was entirely the other
way. = Mr. Sheridan mentioned ‘the finishing of
Carlton House, .. which' .would -_occasion: another’
increase,” and to:which the house was committed,.
having promised td provide for it=:the Prince ‘haver
ing no interest to provide foiit,"&e. and, therefore,’
it imust soon ' come under .consideration. . He also
adverted to the debt from Holland, and said, if the;
‘payments by: instalments, .were: applied to the ex-:
penditure instead of extinguishing: the public debt,:
the whole of that loan must be added to the amountr
of the national expendlmre TR R

" M. Pitt's resolutions ‘were put ‘and agreed to: and the house'
z:;grmmed, thcrcportmcarderedto bmugldupouﬂaw
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May 23.
 'REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF FINANCE.

Mr. SHERIDAN rose to give notice, that he
meant, to-morrow se’nnight, to bring forward some
resolutions on the report of the committee of
finance. He informe(i) the house the manner in’
which he proposed to do this, would be by moving,
for the bouse to resolve itself into a committee of
the whole bouse, to which he hoped the right ho-
norable gentleman would have no objection ; when
he intended to move some resolutions of fact; the
ground of which, he had no doubt, he should be
able to make out to the satisfaction of the honse,
Mr. Sheridan lamented that he could not name an
earlier day for the business, but it was on accoant
of other gentlemen, who wished to be present, and
could not be in town sooner, that he was obliged to’
take so distant a day. *

My, Pitt soid, he conld have mo objection to mick a discussion -
h';i‘brm}tfmd: bt Ac hoped & day would be named in the,
rnﬁ-.dem,mdumd, % That & committee be appointed
o compare the report from the committees in 1786 snd 1791, 1o enw
quire tato the income and expenditare, and Lo report their observa.
tions wpon the seme to the howse,” :

Mr. Sheridan said, be certainly should second
the honorable gentleman’s motion. He declared.
he thought it was extremely that hoth the
reports of 1786 and 1791 be referred to a
third eommittee, because it was undoubtedly true.
that there were a great many contradictions in both
reports, as stated E; the honorable gentleman; and
for that reason, they onght to be referred to a third.
committee, in order to ascertain which of them was
true. He despaired, Mr. Sheridan said, of being
able to effect lE; and, therefore, should have satis.
fied himself with barely moving, that the house re-
solve itself on Tuesday next, into a committee of
the whole house, to take into consideration -the re-



17911 847

port of the finance committee of 1791; and after
they should have resolved themselves into that com-
mittee; he should move certain resolutions’ of fact
- respecting the report; If the right honorable gen-
tleman did not agree to the’ two: reports being re-
ferred: to another select committee, he hoped hé
would not object to the house’ going ipto a com-
mittee, to take the last report into consideration.
My, Bastard's motion was negatived without a division.
- Mr. Sheridan, in reply to Mr. Pitt, said, he cerx
tainly shoold be extremely glad to accommodate the
right honorable gentleman, but it depended not o
himself, . With regard to the right horiorable' geni
tleman’s remark on -his manner of speaking, he
really had wished to convince the right honorable,
gentleman, without any effort to  appear se,. that hes
was serious in wishing the two' last reports of the
finance committees, to be referred to another com-
mittee. He was, he confessed, amazed to hear any;
complaint of delay from the other side of the house,
and moté especially to hear' it come from' the right
honorable gentleman, as it must be recollected, he
had repeatedly censured the right honorable gen-
tleman, for his regular procrastination of important
public business, till the end of every session. He
declared he had expected, that the last report of the
finance committee would have been brought for.
- ward long ago; smee, before the Christmas holi-
days, the right heworable gentleman’ had taunted
hina on the grownd of his suppesing that he would
not bring the motion for the appointment of a cons
mittee of finance forwatd immediately after the
Christmas recessj but so far from doing thiv, the
right honorable gentleman had not brought it for-
ward for thres months afterwards, and tie report
of that conimittes had only been on the table about
a week or eight days and it was not, sarely, Mr.
Sheridan said, very much his fault, that be had not
read the report before it was received and printed.
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‘With regard to the day of ‘taking it into considera-
tion, he-was,; on his part, extremely' desirous to
have it considered some day in the ‘present week ;.
"but one gentleman, who was on the committee, was
_obliged to be out of town all this week; and he.
wished that gentleman to be present at the discus-
sion, as he understood he was desirous of stating his
opinion on the subject. Mr. Sheridan hoped, there-
fore, that there would be no objection to Monday
next; and if that day was agreed to he would
write to the honorable member in question, to re-
quest that he would attend. He concluded with
observing, that Monday, -for the reason he had
stated, was the earliest day he could name.

© Mr. Pitt regretted the absence of the gentleman alluded to by

the honorable member ; but when ke was told that an honorable gen-
ticman who had bees on the committee, was out of town, and wished
%0 be present at the discussion, ke could not yesist the proposed post-
ponement; ke could not, however, but lament the state of public busia
ness, a;éicwatdraidall in whick he took a purt, would be ended

ove Try. oo P . 4
MTMSpmka' put the question om Mr. Sheridan's motion, ** That
the house resoloe itaelf into a commilice of the whole house on Mon-
day next, to take into consideration the report of the finance com-
onittee.” Ordered.

p—= N
- May 27,
ROYAL BURGHS OF SCOTLAND.

"Mr. SHERIDAN rose and said, that he wounld -
undoubtedly have been much obliged to the right
honorable gentleman, for his intimation of the
speedy prorogation of parliament, bad it in the ap-
plication - he was about to make been necessary
to enter into all the detail with which it was con+
pected. -Bat such detail would not only be unne~
cessary, but improper. Before he should
to state what be shortly had to say, Mr. Sheridan
said, be should first endeavour to refute some insi-
noations that -the business bad not been takem up
by those engaged in it with all the seriousness and



1791.] | 1349

. attention to which it was entitled.. - Every suspicion
.of this kind he thought it necessary, to banish from,
. the mind of .the house, when he meant to call their
/most earnest attention to. a' business whichhe
.deemed of the utmost: importance. In 1787, ‘the.
-first application on this subject had been made:to
.parliament. .It had been stated: that the: reform
;gema.-nded was really. no object to' those who were
‘chiefly interested. . But'how did this appear, when
.out of forty royal burghs, fifty-eight had petitioned.
.for.the reform ; and he had been able to present to
.the house, a petition signed- by ten thousand per-
;sons, almpst all. of -whom were ‘yedl burgesses.
«The first petition, however, sent to him in 1787, had
"arrived too late, as the period for presenting private
jpetitions’ was then passed. - In 1788, ithe applica-
4ion had been renewed. - The honorable gentleman,
:who opposed him on- the other side, :(Mr. Dundas)
had assented that 2 bill should' be brought in, if it
iwas ‘printed, and.had formed with him:a sort of
compromise ;-as an effect of which .he expected,
from his wsual. consistency of character, he would
now second the  motion. .  Another hondrable gen--
tleman behind him, (Mr.: Anstruther) who had like-
.wise opposed him in this business, ‘whose opposition
he coulg not but regret, and to whose-influence, 4n
every other respect, he wished well, -except as an
-alderman of Pittenweem,- had -moved .for all!the
«<harters and sets of the royal burghs, in order that
they might be taken into consideration during the
recess of parliament, ‘'with a view, no doubt, to the
enquiry which'should afterwards follow. :Havin
moved for the materials which eeuld only be useful,
in orderto institute an-enquiry, it-could not be ex-
pected that he should oppose its progress. It had
then been stated teo,-as an ;argument for opposing
it, that the reform was demanded, would completely
overturn the: constitution of-the burghs. * In this
particular, they had obviated the objection, by join-
ang issue,. and in this state the business stood st the
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«enid of the session 1788. .In 1789, as all public
-and private business had been suspended, from an
‘mnfortunate ‘circumstance which,” at that time af-
forded regret to all good citizens, and which they
‘must now wish. might never return—not much pro-
.gress - cauld be expected to be made in discussing
the reform of the royal burghs. The bill had been
-again printed, and read a second time, He moved
for 2 committee, when the honorable gentleman had
'said, they took a wrong course, and instead of mov-
ing for a committee, in order to consider of & re-
medy, they ought first to move for & committee to
-examine into the ,facts, by which, the necessity of
‘this remedy mvas to be proved. To this proposition
they- had assented. He woved for a variety of
papers, which it was agreed to should be laid upon
the table—and here again the matter rested. In
the mext .session, Mr. Sheridan said, nothing had
‘been .done, The papers moved for, had not some
of them arrived till the middle of May, and not till °
be had found himself obliged to renew the order.
‘No part of the delay, he hoped, could be imputable
to him-—the delay, this session, he would take upon,
himself. He ha({, indeed, advised it mnot to be
brought forward at all; this advice he had given,
in compliance with the opinion of his friends ; that
Jin the present state of the rubhc mind, as differ-
«ently acted upon by the revolution of a neighbouring
«country, it would be prudent for a while to suppress
all ideas of a reform at home. In this opinion,
however, Mr. Sberidan owned, he could not agree.
For: if either a spirit of servility bad got abroad
among some, or wild enthusiastic notions of liberty
-were cherished among others, he deemed it equally
incambent upon parhament, uninfloenced by ex-
trinsic circamstances, 10 shew their determined re-

solution to redress every grievance thai demanded
their. interference, and aitend alone to the calls of
jastice. : He was likewise uowilling, be said, to

| forwa.rdabusineuofsomncﬁimpomnoe,
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without that support -which be most respected and
esteemed: - Looking to his object, he: certainly ednn-
sidered it as no ground of censure to accommodate
himself -to means, whilst he made no:sacrifice of
principles.. His objectionsyhowever, he had yielded
#o-the wishes of those who were most interested, and
he had the satisfaction to say, that he' was sapported
in his attempt by names, which, if he were to men-~
tion, would ‘not be-.deemed likely. to countenance
eny act pf rashness. . He would first wish to rémove
every idea that in- the present business there was
any novelty attempted. . Lo A
* . 'The honorable gentleman; who might be supposed
" wrell acquainted-with the history of his own country,
‘ancient . and modern, rwould know that the internal
gavernment of the royal burfhs,. had always been
8n object of complaint and redress. . He would read
@ commission so far back as the reign of Charles IL.
-which enumerated the same grievances which were
now actually stated ‘to exist; and, among others,
. the misapplication of: the public money, to the pur-
.poses of corrupt influence, an evil which was then a
subject of .complaint, and of. which the honorable
gentleman  was to’ consider whether there now .re-
mained .any traces; .No new. grievance was: now
the subject of .complaint. Power. had always been
growing into ‘abuse. 'The same: evils had always
‘existed. -No remedy was granted ; nor was it likely,
-that in the reign which he had mentioned, any pro-
.vision should :be made, for securing the liberties of
the subject. So bad the matter rested till 1784
--when, encouraged by the declaration of a right ho-
.norable gentleman, that he -would. always support
-parhamentary reform  as a man, and as & ‘ininister,
- :the friends of reform in: Scotland bad formed a con-
-vention,  and sent: delegates from the . fifty-eight
. burghs, who bad different meetings on the subject.
«In this state the business had fallen into his hands.-
+Little more, he conceived, was necessary to be said.
- When fifty-eight out of sixty~six brxghs have stated,
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great and positive grievances under which they
labored, and ‘when they had professed gratitude to
a right honorable gentleman for the encouragement
which he had afforded them to expect redress, he
strasted that their gratitude would be confirmed upon
solid grounds. 1If, after all' the information ﬁad
‘been procured, Mr. Sheridan said, they should re-
fuse to look into such information by a committee,
they would certainly, by thus shrinking from the
.enquiry, ‘grant that evils existed, whicE they -had
.peither fortitude to examine, nor virtue to redress.
If what was stated as grievance was fact, he de~
ananded redress, not as a matter of favor, but of
right; as a claim which was not to be weighed
‘by discretion, but which was established by justice,
He should now shertly state the grievances which
‘were complained.of : First, the magistrates exacted,
.without legal autbority, the cess or land tax. He
was not to be told, that the sum thus exacted above -
.the legal proportion was small. However small it
-was, the exaction was no less a violation of justice
than an object of redress. Secondly, the magistrates
-assume a power of disposing of the public money
-according to their own discretion. "I’“l'lirdly, they
were self-elected, contrary to the law, as might be
proved from the charters on the table. But what -
was the most serious grievance of all, there was no
,eompetent court of jurisdiction for the redress of
.grievances. In support of this aseertion, Mr. Sheri-
gln quoted the proceedings of the court of session,
‘where, while the grievances had been allowed to
-exist, the conrt had been declared incompetent for
redress. Nor did this competency which was want-
ing in the coart of session, reside either in the court
of exchequer, or in the convention of the royal
burghs; so that here was an evil existing, where
there were absolutely no means of redress. He
begged, however, to state, that he did not mean to
jinclude all the magistrates in the charge, which he
‘had bronght f6 ward, of abuse; far less would be
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impute to his opponents any nnworthy motives; as
Jhe trusted they would do justice to those motives of
regard for the constitution, from which alone ke
had undertaken the present question. .Whilst he
gave credit to the inhabitants of Scotland for those
advantages which: they derived from: a: spirit of
,enterprize and industry, be wished likewise to secure
-them the full protection of law, and the benefils of
an equal and, fair administration of justice. Mr.
Sheridan then moved, * that the several petitions,
mccounts, and papers, presented .in the last session
of the last parliament, -relative to the internal go-
.vernment of the royal burghs of Scotland, should be
referred to a committee.” He: said he did not
know that parliament would be seon prorogued ;. it
was an event entirely unexpected; nor did he see
At present any reason for.the strange scramblin
«expedition which had lately been used with regare
40 the public business. Much progress, however,
.might still be made; and if parliament was not pro-
rogued till Mr. Hastings should bring forward his
defence, all that was wished might be attained. If,
.however, he should not now succeed in making that
-progress in the business, which he wished, he shonld
ope, that he would, at least, be allowed to take it
up at an.early period of the next session.

" My, Foz ecconded the wotion ; but subsequently moved, as an
‘amendment, that the words * early in the next session,” should stand
as part of the motion. :

Mr. Sheridan agreed to the amendment, but
.thought it necessary to make some reply to several
things which had been said in the course of the de-
bate. He could not help saying, that he thought
his honorable and learned friend (Mr. Anstruther)
had treated him rather harshly in aseribing to him

. motives for delay, which he begged leave entirely
to disclaim. The honorable and learned gentleman
bad said, that the first part of his speech had been
an apology for these delays; mow, be neither had
VOL. 1I, ' A A .
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‘made,' nor meant to make any apology on that point,
-although he thought it necessary, and no more than
~his :duty, and his wish, to explain to the house the
-different causes that had occasioned those delays,
swhich it was not necessary for him to recapitulate a
‘second time. He could not avoid, Mr. Sheridan
said, taking notice of what the honorable and learned
igentleman had said, about bis stating, in his former
-speech, his belief that he would have the support of
- the right honorable gentleman opposite to bim, be-
icause that right honorable gentleman bad been
-anxious for a parliamentary reform, and that he
-had wished, as it were, to keep the right honorable
‘gentleman to & bargain on that point. In answer -
to this he would say, that the honorable and learned
gentleman seemed not only to recollect for bimself
what bad formerly been done in this business, but
to recollect for the honorable gentleman ite to
-him likewise. And, Mr. Sheridan contended, that
‘those who wished for a parliamentary reform, must,
-agreeably to consistency, be friends to the present
‘proposition which he had the honor to bring forward
this night. He said, he must here disavow the
charge that was brought against him by the right
honorable gentleman, of having, at this time, taken
the house by surprise, by the notice which he had
iven of his motion a few days ago. On this point
ﬂ had already given, he trusted, suflicient reason
for the delays in former years, and likewise why he
was so long in bringing 1t on this session ; but cer-
tainly nobody could think from that, that he bad
abandoned the subject entirely; if they did,
were very much mistaken ; and he begged to reca
to the right honorable gentleman’s recollection, that
it was upon his suggestion that he had dispensed
with the second reading of the bill last year, in order
that there might be time and opportunity given to
state the specific grievances, and propose a suitable
remedy, becanse it certainly was proper that enquiry
should precede reform. T
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. Now the right honorable; gentleman-must allow,
that the enquiry had been made ; he trusted, there~
fore, that he could not refuse granting: the remedy
applied for. Mr. Sheridan. said, he.agreed per=
fectly with the right. honorable gentleman, that a
decision was necessary,. .and he was anxious that it
might be bad as speedily as.possible., He con-
tended, that the .application. of these burghs, was -
certainly so far connected. with parliamentary re-
. form,_ inasmuch as they complained of the self-
election. of the. magistrates, , In this and 'other
rievances, however, his honorable. and learned
friend contended, that they had ng right to com-
plain, because all the English burghs were in the
same gituation; but this he denied, because what-
ever was the charter of English burghs, or the cess of
Scoteh burghs, the English could notact against the
spirit and essence of their charters, but the Scotch
had done so very often. After what had been said
at different times in that house, it would be needless
for him to detain the house ,with a minute detail of
all the grievances which were complained of ;. and
he hopeﬁ,, if it were,, as the -honorable and learqea,
gentleman had stated, that the English burghs were
1o the same situation, it would not be admitted as
a just argument, that abuse ought to continue in any
other place, because it existed in London. Inhis
‘opinion there ought to be no power of abuse without
a power of remedy, which seemed to be the g;l-
sent state of the royal burghs of Scotland.
Sheridan then remarked upon the arbitrary power
and conduct of the convention of burghs, which
sit annually at Edinbargh. Upon an application.
and complaint made to them by respectable inha- -
bitants of a burgh, to -enquire into some conduct
of their magistrates, which was thought to be im-
proper and against the interests of the bu:fh,‘ this
convention took the matter into their consideration,
‘and stated, that to promote the harmony, good will,
‘and tranquillity, as well as the peace and good order
T s g Fece :
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of the burgh, they had given what they called the
following decreet arbitral ; which was a sentence,
« That the burgesses, deacons, &c. have no right to
bold meetings, to confer, or treat upon subjects of
this sort.” By treating, it was not meant, entertain«
ing, as canvassing at an election, but merely arguing
upon matters respecting the burghs; and in this
manner they discharged and forbade all such com-
plaints, an declarecF the rights of the bargesses in
" that part of the kingdom, on matters in which no
one could deny that their interests were materially
concerned. Such, Mr. Sheridan said, they found to
he the liberal free cess of one burgh, agreeably to
their present constitution, or rather according to the
interpretation which the convention gave to that
constitntion. Anothet cess which some boroughs
enjoyed, no doubt, for the same purpose of pro-
!notinE barmony, peace, arid good order amongst
the inhabitants, was of a nature that prevented cer-
tain degrees of consanguinity, such as fathers and
sons, brothers, and so on, from holding offices in the
magistracy ; a circumstance, the wisdom and pro-
priety of which he did not mean to enter upon at
this time. .
My, Sheridan's original motion was then and ived.—
' Ajwwﬁch,hcdoptdﬂr.Fdlmdmm?d,ndﬂoz‘&ftM i
* That the house will early in the next semion of parlioment, take
amied to the home in the lon periiancet, relting to the inierna
%MMJ mdfwdb;i Sheridaw's motion, which was agreed
to, mew. con. 2
i
May 280.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF FINANCE OF
S 1780,

. Mr.SHERTIDAN rose, and moved, that the notice,
_which stood as the order of the day, for him to move
for a committee to take into consideration the re-
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'port of the committeé of finance, of 1786, and the,

i

report of the committee of 1791, might be read.—. .

The same having been read, Mr. Sheridan stated,.

that there were certain papers to be presented that:
day, which'it might be-material for him to refer to;,
and, therefore, be thought it right to move to have.
the order discharged and -entered for the next dayi-
He said, he hoped hé should have no ¢ccasion to refer’
to the papers in question, but as it was impossible
for him to say beforehand whether he shounld or not,
he would move for the discharge of the order. It
zvas discharged accordingly, and:entered for ‘this

ay- ' -

" Mr. Pitt, who happened not o be in the house at the time the
joor;smng motion was made, but came in ’E:: after, said, he unders
#tood the honorable opposite to him, had moved to put off
the consideration of the two reports from the commmitices of finance
#ill the next day. He hoped, however, the discussion would really
be brought on this day ; and, as the honorable gentlemun had called
the attention of the house to the subject, he gave him notice, that if
ke moved any propositions, ke should either object to them, or mous

-

amendments upon them; or, perhaps;, move such other monlm ’
,yhb

wenld bring the whole state of the mubject fairly an
;;“mmm w stale of the mj ‘,f'_y; d _‘

‘Mr, Bheridan, in reply, said, it appeared ta him
to be rather premature in the right honorable gen-
tleman to talk of objecting to his propositions, er. of
moving amendments, before be knew what. those
Eropositionn would be.: He did assure the right
onorable gentleman, that he wonld endeavor to
make it as difficult as possible to the right honorable
gentleman, either, to object, or move amendments.
uFon his propositions, which would be resolutions
of fact, founded upon figures, to which it. would

be almost impossible for the right honorable gentle-
man to object, . L :

" When the papers sere afterwards presented, My. Sheridan woved
20 have them printed, . : . :
»» M short conversation them took place between the Chanaellor of the
ond Mr. Sheridan, on the ground of its being impossible
" toRave all the papers printed in time for the next day. In the conrse
of the comversation it came out, that @ material point ix the discussion

fors



358~ [suse 2,

soould be the consideration of the disposal of the money voted for the
fininishing of Carlton-House, that Mr. Pitt had yesterday:
received a letter -om Lhe suljject officially from Lord Sout
ampton, which Mr. Sheridan wished to laid before the houses
My. Pitt said he really had not had nifficient leisure to consider
wohat was proper to be dome with it, or what anewer to send, but the'
Aonorable gentleman need not be afraid of hkis wishing to conceal it
since, if he could have any smich desire, it was not in his power io,
carry it into cffect, as the person who sent it might furnish @ copy.

.-

Jm_ii!.
‘SOMS VOTE.:D FOR CARLTON HOUSE.

. Mr: SHERIDAN rose, and observed, that the

return made to his motion for papers relative to

Carlton House, was so far defective, that a paper.

which he considered as of very considerable impor- -
tance, bad been wholly omitted. This omission he

by no means ascribed to design, but merely to acci-

dent. To explain the nature of this paper, he

read a resolution moved some years ago by the

right honorable gentleman over against him, a‘Mr;.
Pitt) and agreeg to by the house, namely, “ That
an address be presented to His Majesty, that he
would be graciously pleased to issue from bis civil
lis, the sam of £20,000 towards completing the
works at Carlton House, as soon a¢ estimates of
the whole of the ex for completing the same
should have been laiJ before the Lords Commission-
ers of the Treasury.” From this resolution it ap.
peared that the money ought not to have been
1ssued untill estimates of the whole expense should
have been previously procured by the Treasury:
bot the Lords of the Treasury bad in point of fact
issued the money, without having previously taken
care to have estimates made out by the Board of
Works. That it was by the King’s and not by the
Prinee’s servants that the estimates ought to have
been made ont, appeared from this, that Carlton
House belonged not to the Prince of Wales, but
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to' His Majesty ; ‘and-cobsequently the’ money hav-
ing beeri voted for repairing a house;, which in're<
ality belongs to the King, and not to the Prince of
Wales, it was by the King’s surveyors, and not by
those of the Prince, that the estimate ought to liave
been.cmade : the person .therefore to. whom thex
money was issued, onght to-be considered as.a pub«
lic accountant, dnd bound to render to parliament- -
~ dn:account of the expenditure.. In' this- light Mr.,
Holland ought to be called to give an account of:
the . expenditure* of the several sums which had
been voted for Carlton House.- . -- .. - '
- This, Mr. Sheridan said, he thought it necessary
to say, as areport, as strange as it was false;- had
t abroad, that the money voted for completing
: %oarlton House, had been taken out of the hands of
those whose dut{) it was fo apply it to the purpose
for which it had been voted ; and that it was applied
to purposes of -4 very different naturée. The un-
finished state of Carlton House might indace people
to believe this, who did not know that His Royal
Highuess, ‘not eonsidering the money as his, but as
voted for the repdir of his father’s house, had made:
it a point’ never to'touch a' shilling of it.  Mrd
Sheridan then observed, that in a letter from Colonel
Hulse, in the printed accounts, it was stated that
several ‘papers were inclosed to: Mr. Pitt, one of
which, ‘marked No. 5, contained Mr. Holland’s
estimate of the works, and an account of the money
expended upon‘them.. Now it so happened, that
this paper, marked No. 5, had not been laid before
the house ; he moved therefore that it be laid before
the house. . -
, :M.Il.lr. Ditt sid, that an etimate Rad born delisered o ki for His
pkmw tehing Carlton Hm?i:hewm 0 fow al{a'atioul'
were made by the King's surveyors, that ke thought it best o pay
the whole owm ; and it was accordingly paid into the hands of the
ince’s Trearurer: . As to the paper for whick the Aonorable smem
ber had moved, e believed it was actually in the printed accounts,
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though (¢ wus by mistake marked No. @, instead of No. b; for
Colonel Hulse's letter mentioned mo more thon five inclosures; this
No. 6, was therefore the precise paper which ought to kave been
marked No. &,

Mr. Shendan said, the right honorahle entle-f :
mah was tistaken; for if he would read olonel
Huilse’s letter again, he would find that it men«
tioned thinge as contained in No. 5, of which nos
thing appeared in No.6. He still insisted, that
the minster, in obedience to the resolation of the
bouse, ought to have ordered the King's surveyore
to make out an estimate for work to be dove at &
house which belonged to the King, and not to t.he

. Prince.

Mr. Sheridan's motion passed without a division. He

wished to know if Mr. Pitt had any objection to a motion for &

copy of a letter written to him (Mr. Pitt) by Lord Sowthampton

anthuhmmu Mr. Fitt kaving in reply stoted the letier 1o be
wate. Mr. Sheridon gave wp s intended motion.

. Mr. Grey's motion for an addres, imploring His Majesty mtto
jrorogu the parliament without communicaling some distinct infor-
mation relative to the couse of the t armament. i

My. Grey moved that en addrem be presented to His Mas
jafy bmmdapmmkufmhﬁdmmfdtdbmg

upon for & promise to make good the expense of mew prepa-
mlmu_fnrm, afla-mbem wrecmtl_yobrgcdtompoxo#
their constituents additional tazes on account of the late ermament

"Hub{yto b0 his Majesty, that in the ansver whick
they gane to His edy’:mdgratwmm ¢, his faithful com-
mons, acied on by a firm reliance that His Majesty's paternal care
and regard for the welfare of kis people, not sxffer him, by
dwlanadajmuﬂcliqdac]dﬁwmﬁm,bw
She pescr end iranguillity of this.
,“Wuuqmrymuad:nbfkpﬂlubmm
whick had induced Hix Mcjesty to an.ndcprwm
was givem, as indefinile as the object for whick il was

“ That since that Mnumhbm
rations for war sre %
jdj:Wm“lmﬁa i
Noq{avdmabl:mnogwl g;f -dj

shenid mow be ogued, His Majesty's adi/'lw-a
muﬂkplmdhfb” und Aithert -prmf prrmon
situstion of returnine to (Acr constitucnts, after hoving
ﬁw,lyzfntyﬁsh num‘f:&m of which
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they cannot limit, and the justice or necessity of. which they cannot
" . ., , ) . e
“ For thes reasons, and others, whick 'the circumatances o the
Yimes may suggest, His Majesty's faithfal commons humbly implore
His Majesty not to prorogue the Porliament, till His Majesty shall
Baoe it in hie power to .communicate to them. some distinct informa-
tion relavive to the cause of the present armament : in order, that if
actual hostilities should take place, and it should be necessary for
His Mgjesty to'imcur any farther expense, his faithful commons mag
Bave an ity of exercising their hitherto m:if:uud privilege,
and discharging their most smportant duty, in considering the es-
tent and propricty of the same, as well as of assisting His Majesty
by their advice, to form a just jud, both as to the expediency
cs:f past measures, and the policy of future Councils; and they hum-
ly beg leaveto assure His Majesty, that they will cheerfully forego
the private bencfits and comforts of an early secess, to fulfil a duty
highly necessary to the public satisfaction, and of the wtmost im-
portance to the policy, if not to the salvation of the state”
. M. Fox and M. Sheridan both ros to second the motion.

. Mr. Sheridan insupport of the motion, said, that
much as the right honorable gentleman was éntitled.
generally to the praise of . ability, he certainly bad
not on that occasion advanced any argument which
could make it vecessary for him, orany gentleman,
to: rise ; especially after .the clear and- explicit
puswer of his right honorable friend, 'There wak
wothing te reply to; nothbing to refute ; aconvincing
proof that the motion which had been made #o.ably,
and in the support of which his right honorable
friend (Mr. Fox) bad wielded his Herculean club,
was unanswerable. : All the puny efforts of the other
gide to resist the blows of that club, served only te
expose .theim - more ta the eyes of the house in, the
unequal conflict ;—they were exhausted ,in argu-
ment. But his right honorable friend was Bot ex.
bausted,  Klis rich and fraitful mind bad produced
the new and irresistibla arguments which: they-
bad given -eonviction to . every thinking mind
But the opposite side of the bouse, Mr. Sheridan
said, were not only tired but exhausted.—They
were fired of being compelled to sit and hear accu-
sations beard ; an wh‘icll): whatever might be the
resuls, which they could not refnte; tired of em-

L
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during- the: scdarge,. and of -being obliged. at the
same time to kiss- the rod ; tired of their own sup-
porters, . whose clumsy defeiices served not only to
gravate their saffering, but to disgust their taste.
And thus exhansted and spiritless they sat in de
jected silence, and left the field to their conquering
enemy. Ever till now, he said,. the right honor.
able gentleman (Mr. Pitt) had at least made the
shew of ingenuity ; he had always said something in
vindication of the measures he had taken, or in
support of the confidence which be claimed. But
now he looked round with a supplicating eye, and
ressed allies into the service, from whose - aid,
Eowe_ver, he did not profit, and whose excuses even -
he was forced to deprecate. Such was. the sita-
ation in which the opposite side stood, and with
such cemplete triumph were the arguments of his
honorable friends to go forth into the eountry. i
.- He. could not, however, say, that there had
been- pothing- new -advanced on the opposite
side. 'The right honorable gentleman bhad im-
parted two pieces of important information; the -
one good, and the other bad. The bad point
‘was, “that it was. utterly impossible for him te
say. when the armed negotiation might be con-
cluded, the answer might come in a week; but it
might be a fortnight, a month, two months, or three
months.” Thus the house was told that there was
po reason to believe, that thongh Britain had armed
to. give vigour, dignity, and effect, to the negocia~
tion of the cabinet, they had no knowledge, or
even . conjecture, of the time when it conld be ef-
fectoal. 'This was bad news, as it proved that firm-
ness and decision, which ought to be the natural
eompanions of an armament, were wanting; and
that though they bad put the nation to all the ex-
pense, and had committed its character to the eye
of . Europe, they had not sent a message which must
draw from the court of Russia s. y and wo-
equivocal answer.. The point of. information whick
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he ‘considered as good news; was.a diséovery which
the right honorable gentleman had ‘madé, that. in»
case . of .the -apprehension of an invasion, His Ma-s
jesty might -eonvene the. parliament in fourteenv
days. He had not been extremely aceurate on tha>
point; but it was his opinion, that if, when we had>
sent our fleet to the Baltic, it should be: discovered !
that there was an intention in the Empress to invades
this country, the king might exercise his undoubted:
prerogative, and - convene ‘the “parliament in four.
teen days. - This: opinion was.important; for, as:
the right honorable gentleman! was: going into thel
- cabinet, it was of consequence to.the house to know;*
that they would have the recommendation of the:
right honorable gentleman .for this -exercise of the
power which was vested in the crown. .
¢ No man, Mr. Sheridan said, was disposed to deny!
the two prerogatives, of making peace and war,
‘and of proroguing parliament; but he would make!
this unqualified declaration, that the prerogative of!
" making peace-and war 'was not to be exercised!
without consulting -the two houses of parliament;!
when they could be consulted. The prerogative
. certainly ought not to be exercised ‘without such:
consultation’; and he would add, that it could not,:
~without material detriment to the crown, and with-:
out endangering the best interests of the country:
The two houses were the best and soundest advisers:
of the king ;—for though he possessed the advan-
tage of m privy council (the selection of the privy:
council, called the cabinet, was unknown to the:
constitution) the true and legitimate advisers which
the crown was bound to refer to, was the commons*
and lords houses of parliament. It might bappen-
undoubtedly; that the -crown might be: obligedy
from external circumstances, to declare war at the:
. time he.could not consult the two houses of parlia~
ment. It- was: true,: and it ‘was ‘a defect in the
constitution. It was a calamity, Mr. Sheridan said,
to which therefore the nation might be occasionally
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subject. But would they. covet that mtuation by
“choice, which was a necessity and a fault? ‘Would
they volantarily put themselves into a situation in
which they could not derive the fair benefits of the
constitution which was our boast? Mr, Sheridan
desired, that they should not be called on to make
this sacrifice of their duty; be desired, that that
which was their right, as truly as the prerogative
-of declaring war was the right of the king, namely
the right of advising the crown, might not be sur-
rendered by their own supineness, nor suffered to
be taken from them by the act of ministérs, The
address to the crown, which they had voted, saying
generally that they would make good the expenses
of the armament, was, in truth, an anlimited vote
of credit; and this he averred was an act which
the commons house of parliament had no right to
do, consistently with the compact which subsisted
between them and their constituents, The King,,
he said, must not dare to violate his compact with
the people; and in like manner the com be-
tween that house and the people of England was
eqnally binding ; and by granting an unlimited vote
of credit, they had done that which they had no _
right to do. e{f they should be told that they ought

not to require previous information, as the purse
was still left to them, Mr. Bheridan said, he de~
nied it. They bad surrendered the purse-strings;
they were to be separated and sent adrift; and
the key of the strong box of Eogland was left in
the hands of the right honorable gentleman. He
was 1o draw on the pablic for what sums he pleased ;
pay, and withoot ever pledging himself that at any
foture time be would explain to the conntry what
was the trae meaning of Eis pursuit. ‘What he had
said on a former day, in the way of promise, did
not amount to what a learved gentleman (Sir Elijah
Impey) had said; snd it was more explicit than
what the right honerable gentleman bimself had
recollected. Something between the two, Mr. She-
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ridan said, struck his memory; as being the assert.

tion. - It was evident- that the promise which he -
had made on the affair of the Spanish armament,

and which he had broken, had taught him pra-
dence; and he’was now eautious how he promised

to give them any satisfaction at any time. On the

' Spanish armament, he had directly promised them
to explain the whole of the negociation ;—but on its

close, not one explanation‘hag been given :—if he

had kept his word, he would have convinced every

gentleman of the iinpolicy, injustice, and folly of
the whole measure. Mr. Sheridan concluded, with

observing, that the experience of that armament

ought to  make them cautious on this; and he

thought ‘that they ought to come to a resolation,

declaring that the house should receive from wi-

nisters, at a futnre time, a full and explicit disclosure
of all the circnmstances of this armed negociatiof ;

 that they might be able to judge of the policy and

wisdom of the measure, on which, without ex-

planation, ministers had ‘demanded the confidence-

and the money of the people of England. '

The howse divided on the question; ayes, 75 ; noes 170,
o —— ]
JUNE 3.

REPORT OF THE SELECT COMMITTER  AP-
POINTED TO EXAMINE THE SEVERAL PAPERS
RELATING TO THE PUBLIC INCOME AND
EXPENDITURE. ' '

Mr. SHERIDAN rose, and said, he rejoiced that
they were now in a form to examine with aceuracy,
whether his assertions and predictions on the state
of the finances, or those of the Chancellor of the
Exchequer, had been verified by facts and events,’
The committee need not be alarmed at the number
of the resolutions which he meant to move (forty)
although they were, he believed, one for every
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member; present; because, being founded on. the
reports of the revenue committees of 1786 and 1781,
it required but little argument to support them. It
‘was unnecessary, he said, for him to press on the
attention of the: committee, that no subject could
be more important, than whether or not parliament
.was doing its duty to the public on the state of the
finances ,~was exhibiting a true account of their
actual situation, and watching over every circum-
stance in the receipt and expenditure of the mo
levied on the people, with the attention that their
.duty to their constituents required. ,
Experience shewed, that all the circumstances of
-domestic economy, in which nations were formerly
.interested, the patriotism of their rulers, and the
characters of this or that great man, were becom-
.Jng daily of less importance, excepting the manage-
ment of public money, and the mode of taking it
from the people. When he considered this, he said,
be could not but be surprised at the conduct of
‘the house of commons, on a subject to which
be thought they could ot be too attentive. Instead
of attention, bhe had .observed, for many years, a
remissness, which was far from creditable. From
the examination of public accounts they seemed to
shrink as from a task, which was either not withip
their province, or above their comprehension. Re-
venue regulations and tax bills they appeared to
consider as things which they were to vote on
‘confidence in the minister ; potwithstanding the
multitude of provisions which they generally con-
tained, by almost every one of which the liberty of
tbe subject was more or less connected. In conse-
uence of this confidential carelessness, Mr. Sheridan
said, he had never been able to get a tax bill
printed, though he bad often attempted it—an at-
tempt in which be was persuaded he must at length
succeed ; for it was not to be believed that the
house would persevere in passing bills, contaming
a great vamety of important and complicated
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" clauses, without taking the ordinary means to come
prehend and anderstand them... . - - . 7 .
‘+ It wai not a little. extraordinary,. he said, that
whew they had appointed. a select committee to
- examine and revise the report of the committee. of
‘1786, oa:the state of -the publi¢ revenue and ex~
pense, when: the .committee .of: 1781 had made an
estimate lof . the probable. expense. of the. future
peace establishment, exeeeding the estimate of the
committee 'of 1786 by - balf a million, that the
house had received that estimate without asking a
single question respecting: the cause of increase}
' 'anf had voted supplies for the peace establishment
of the current year, independently of the armament, *
exceeding the increased estimate by 800,0007. with~
out a single reason :assigned why: the peace esta~
blishment of 1791 should be greater than: thatiof
future years was expected to be:.. .It was equally
extraordinary that the commitice of 1791 told the
. house that the revenue had risen half a million above
the estimate of 1786, ‘and that the permanent ex-
pense had risen above the estimate in the same pro~
. portion ; so that all the produce of new taxes, of
arbitrary and oppressive regulations, of the unjusti-
fiable extension of the excise laws since 1786, had
gone to the support of new establishments, and not
o the reduction of .the public debt. Xt was not the
duty of the select committee to inquire into the in<
crease of the establishments. They had, however,
‘made an estimate of it in their report, and such was _
the result of it, that the house had received it without
the least surprise. Were an historian to give an
account of the affairs of Europe since 1786, in his
chepter of finance; after detailing the situation of
other states, he might naturally say, ¥ When. we.
look to Great Britain, after the inquiry that she bad
institated, and the principles of economy -that .she
had laid down, we must suppose that she was avail;
ing herself of the quiet of her only formidable rivals
and that the secarity which she consequently enjoyed
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was employed in reducing her establishment, and
applying her increased revenue to conquer the only
~ enemy she had to dread—her pational debt.” In-
stead of this, we had beem increasing all the means
of defence in proportion as our security increased j
~and our ministers had thought it their duty to look
out for new enemies, when France ceased to be the
object of our. dread. Mr. Sheridan. said, he bad
beard the extraordinary increase of the revenue,
- exultingly stated by an bonorable gentleman (Mn
Bteele) before Christmas ; in opposition to which,
Mr. Sheridan said, he bad then asserted, that the
average receipt, since 1786, did not amount to the
estimate of 1786, and the report of the committee
now proved the assertion. In that average be could”
not include the receipt of the last year, becaunse he
had not the accounts of it before hm. - Bit he ad-
mitted, that it had been great, and should, by and
by, explain from what circamstances. : -

The committee of 1786 found the annual -

“amount of permanent taxes at ' £12,042,607
They had estimated it at - - . 12,797,471
It produced in 1786 - - 11,836,531

Falling short of the estimate - - 960,940

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, continued Mr.
Sheridan, whose basiness it was 1o raise public cres
dit as he could, that he might lose as listle as pos-
sible of his own, resolved to get rid of thisdeficiency,
and to screw up the annual receipt by every possible
means, It was highly proper to do this; but it
ought to have been done openly, on a fair statement
of the cauose, instead of being done by what was
called regulation of taxes, which were in many
cases new taxes, and other indirect methods. .

It was a false principle, that the true state of the
finances was not to be told to the publie. Bemg
once fairly and honestly stated, and epen and
avowed means provided to remove any deficiency,
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public credit would ihérease with public confideiica?
As'one instance of indivect revenue, the 'assessed
© duties, on pretéence of frauds and evasions, ‘weérd
transferved from the excise to the stamp-office;: and
instead of the usual mode of presuming every mark
to.be:innoeent till he was proved guilty, every. man
was presumed te be'a defaulter, who could not preve
that he was not..: Under the threat of a rigotous and;
expensive €xchequer process, it was assumed: thats
no-inan had ‘paid at the excise office, and all were
ealled upon -to,pay at the tax office.. Those who!
had paid and had mislaid their receipts, or -who'didr
not like troublé, :could not apply at the excise officey
88 they were told they-might do, to have the pay-
inent made there returned, and by this mode: a. cons
‘siderable sunv was obtained, but certainly in a very:
unfgir way- of faxation,: -Something similer ¢o this
bappened when: 10 per: cent.- was: added to the as=
sessed duties, as part of the ways and means, for the:
expenses of: the Spanish’ armament.: About three
months after, the collector came-at. Lady Day, and:
demanded 10 per.cent. not for a/ quarter, but forai
" whole year.: With just as mnch propriety, in point.

of principle, might - he bave demanded it for:ten:
- years. All these:indirect modes :of raising ‘money>

did harm. Retrospective taxes deprived the conw
sumer. of the-option which he ongbt to-have, of using
or not using the thing taxed ; they insulted the feel<
ings of men, and tasght them to consider taxes not
as o faie . and Becessary:-contribution for the publie
benefit, but as a harsh and unexpected imposition, .. .
The average of 1786 and 1787 was ~ £12,295,663
Less than the estimateby ' —  «— 501,808
The average of 1786, '8'7): 88, was — 12,468,092
Less than the estimate by~ —  — 329,376
The average of 1756, 87, 88,89 ' — 12,653,637
Less than the estimate by —'=— 143,934&

. Thus all the accounts in which the great increase
of the revenue had been.blazoned forth, for four
YOL.IL. - = BB :
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years, had been circulated for the purpose of delud-
g the public, and obtaining an easy concurrence to
the progressive increase of annua) expenses.. |,
The average of 1786, 87, 88,809,000  £12,879,308
Exceeding the estimate by : +—  wt  §1,83%
¢ Ifi the:oalculations, Mr. Sheridan said, were mdde
on the amount of the permarient taxes; and: the land
dnd malt; the result would: be still more unfavorable
to the eatimate: of the committee: of 1786;. That
eommittee, besides the taxes on which they calcas -
lated, pointed out. various additional aids, so that the
public had:.a - right to expect a-considerable lnd
above: their estimate. 'The Chancellot of the Esza
chequer had not been sparing of vegulations; he bad
m::iliﬁed aod: aniended tax bills with all the effect of
new taxes, and extended the odions eystemy of exm«
aise;;: and yet, with all these helps; the average prow
duce. of the revenue, since.that éstimate was madej
gave only the inconsiderable excess above stated.~a:
Gentlemen must own, that there neves was 2 period
more favorable to the increase of the revenue in allits
branches, or than which a more favorable one could
be expected. Now,.in the produce of 1790, whicl
alone had saved the credit of the commitiee of 1786,
€ven. in- appearances, there . were circumstances
which contnibuted bt: swell the amTog that oould»é
Bot be expected o t. - produce o
thé-fifty-third week, chhmme in only once in six
years; was 193,000/, By the additional duties o
spirits, impesed before Christmas, about 100,000L:
had been brought into the aceount of that year, which
wasonly an anticipation of. the receipt of the next.
The duties- on spirits exceeded what they proe
- duced in 3786, by 500,000L. There was also an-
extraordinary increase on tea, wood, and tobaccor
It had always been admitted, that putting tobacco:
ander the excise laws, would increase the revenue
{for a short time; but it was debied that the increase’
would be permanent. It remsined to.be seen
whether it would be s0 or noti The commiited o
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1791 said the -increase of revenud: might be'relied
on, because it ‘was on articles of general consump-
tion. . The articles' stated were' s0; but on many
" other articles of general consumption there appeared
from the accounts to be a decrease. In the twulast
years 240,0001. had been taken out. of the hands of
the, Receiver-General of the: Customs, which was
consideréd 'as ai-floating balance ‘mot likely' to- be
diminished;-but whether diminished or not, 1t conld
not eome in aid of future yéars.i: o - - Lo
+'Ond looking at. these; and: other - drticles;: Mg,
Sheridan said, .he did not think that'the receipt of
1790 would be permanent. » The ‘select committee
had very properly distristed the receipt of that yea?,
and foundpe'd .their: estimate: on:an 'average of three
years.. As hemeatt to follow their report as closely
as he could; his resolutiond: ‘werd founded on* that
ayerage. ' The -expénditure since 11786 excéeded,
on: an average, the: calculation of the committee by
about one milliod. .| This excess had beest defrayed
by extraordinary aids, which were now first: pro-
perly’ brought forwatd, asd classed in thé report of
the select committee.: ' They-amounted' tosix il
lions 5: and by so.much since 1786 Had' the annul
expenseé exceeded’ the "permarient :annual iheoirel:
From the account!-of éxtraordinary aide, the comik
mittee excluded the Dutch loan ; now if the instal
ments by which it was repaid «were' paid:into'thé
hands of: the' commissioners for reducing the public
debt, thet exclusion would be- propér; but as they
were added to the ways and means of tlie'¢urrent
year, the repa{'nients 'would ‘be spent, whilé the and
nuity on which the :principal was' ¥aised, vemained;
and would be .as much:an additien to' the publié
debit as any other whatever. He'was not less sutd
ptised, ‘he' said, at another passape’ of the" repdre!
After ‘stating’ the extraordinary dids) ‘it ' -added!
« from-the nature of the articles; which havé’ dopid
posed theée extraordiniary: aids, it 8" evidently irad
possible'to form sy estimate of what faxther receip€
' BB 2
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‘may be expected under such. of those heads, as can
-recur in future.”” This seemed to imply, that some
«of those aids might be expected to be efficient, or.
ithat something considerable might be still ex d
drom the whole. .He asserted, that none of them
"eould be efficient to any degree, exce Pting thelottery.
~The ‘respited..arrears from the India company,
amounting ta 522,500, being paid, eould produce
mothing for a futore year. 'The arrears of land and
malt due before 1786 bad. gradually diminished te
aivery small sum, and were now exbausted. Of the
‘impress monies and mouies repaid, amounting te
820,1651., 600,000.. was received from the India
Company for the expense of troops in Iodia. This
ought rather to be considered as a Joan than an aid,
because it was.a claim which the company had al-
‘ways disputed. . A right honorable gentleman (Msr,
Dundas) had, indeed, said, “ let us get the money.
and see how they. . will get it back ;” but if .there
wwas not. a. certain management, .be would not say,
collusion, between government and the company,
there could be little doubt, but that they wouid get
it back on the fair construction of the act of parﬁa«
ment, on which it was demanded. This affeored
to swell the payments noder that head for the last
two years to a large amount; but if it were de-
ducted, the produce of imprest monies and monies
repaid, had fallen to nothing. .. Coe

The repayments of the Dutch loan, Mr. Sheridan
said, as he had already shewn, must either be ap.
plied to the extinction of debt, or the sum lent,
added to the increase of funded debt. The wrmy
savings, which had arisen from the issues of the
war, were no longer productive ; in short, not one
of th? heads of extmotﬁinary aid‘; co:lnld be looked
to in future, excepting the lottery, if parliament should
think fit to continue it ; and he should never think
the finauces in a flourishing sitnation whil so mis-,
- chievous a source was resorted to. . Buch being the

future proepect of .the revenue, what was the state
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of the expenditure ? The eommittes of 1780 -esti<
- mated the navy at 1,800,000/, ; theicommrittee of
1791 estimate?it at 2,000,000l;" :-What confidence
could the public give to. such estimates, when they
saw such an inerease; without. any reason assigned:
for it, and when ‘they saw & ‘suui voted for the'cur~
rent year <considerably exceeding the highest . esti-
mate? The eommiftee of 1791 had not stated any.
time at which a peace establishmeént,  according to
their estimate, might be expected ; and in forbear-
ing to do this, they had been wiser than their prede-
cessors. . He wished that ministers would: try.a
peace establishment, if it were but a year or two, by
way of experiment, to see how the circumstances of
the country could bear it. The estimate of the
army in-1786,- was 1,600,000 3 in 1791; it was
1,748,8421.' - The ordnarnce in 1786, was 848,000..;
§n 1791, it was 375,000l.° The noble duke, at the
head of the ordnance, stated such reasons for the in-
crease; as-shewed that new articles -were- always
liket]iy to arise, and that no estimate was to be de-
pended on. - The noble duke, who was a greaf
economist, and had many qualities that fitted him:
for his department, if he were not so great an
‘engineer, added reasons to his estimate,” any then
shewed how little faith was due to it." . o
.- Mr, Sheridan said, that he had now canvassed the
heads on which the iesolutions were founded ; and
he requested, that when the Chancellor of the ‘Ex-
cheéquer heard them moved, he would not negative
‘or move the previous question upon them, unless he
could shew that -they -were false. He said ‘this,
‘because he bad moved resolutions on the report of
the committee of 1788, which, though as clear in
point of fact, from the report, as that two and twq
make four, the right honorable ‘gentleman: had ne-
_ ‘satived,-on prétence that they contained facts in-
eed, but facts which' it was not necessary to declare.

It was hardly necessary; Mr. Sheridan said, to reac
the whole of them, becanse they were not & serieso
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logical inductions, hut. .mdependent facts,r and hc
ﬂmuld move the first, -

*’Mf.P:#wuhedtalmr the whole, bmthc object qftlu com-
mittes was not merely to enquire, tha-thfqutwmmar
Jolse, but whether wmndenaltodulwwgthutmgﬂl

faaﬂug,au,tqppm in the report of the select commiltee.

- ‘Mr: Sheridad ‘then - read his resolutions, with
comments’ on-each. ‘The last, he said, was an in<
ference from the whole, which, :f true, 1t was a duty
which they oéwed to their constituents to declare. -

M. Row thoy, At it mdlb;bdtamu;!lz rmhdmhang
Aave them 7 which, though wot ma regular,
doncbyagmaplwnwrrm T d ﬂg

>y Mr. Sheridan -expressedhuassenttothu melhod

Mnm?dm}admwm’:‘mm&mmam,m,
sovthing ba en from the vight honor leman, for sohich
bmmy.{‘lgdbmdthmhtmmmd%
é t, Lo others his divsent; butupau wdmh
mmdcdmzmlh aﬁ:whwa

opinion, every one of | ioris af his Ronor, friend
bmunycwamfm lic Iattckmmdwz;icr
these resolutions swere s, merely by the authority of ap indiz
vidusl, or a:mdcdupmf Mr.Pluhadu ection to go
iutoﬂe 7 but this, hcn!dmapmd must
tpnﬁzd:mtkdnﬁwlda ds take place. In the menst
fome, e did aot think the 'y of one individual nifficient té
gﬂtﬁjmb&a%mmm%gwhkimmtz
Zener view, deemed mpommz alday [/

& it day for the discussion. Mr. Pdtthenrtadml“‘opow
ﬁm,d:mnpbywmdafwﬁudlwha,hmdwm

Ereat wilh the pibject. A te catraoydinery and ex.

- traordinary vesowrves, meither of these, Mr, Pitt Ae had takeni
nlocons ion. If, however, @ should be thoug, M:mn;-’ytabrug
Mmjmd, ‘they would form two other resolutions.

being in full possession of all the materialy of dis:
mwuldkmbbglpmlca conclusion on the mb.
yd. Mr., Forvose again and said, the chicf object was not, -in Ais
ﬂuraulltkatﬂulmmldfarn,htwhdwﬁkcd
guw:ldjar-‘ﬁrt They kad not in common with the
mgwmm rom bkbmﬁ:‘(kp‘:vq
I gﬂl conld distixg wiatl were
grmdﬂcropmrputhf mtﬁdumh
mﬁdubumcmymmc affirmative or &
distinct megative. M‘Pmdwkunmbﬁu

Jacts yokich, shouid lepd] to 4 complugion. .
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- 'Mr. Sheridan §aid, that his object was not merely-
to state facts and figares for the information of the
house and the cointry, he wanted likewise some-
thing to be done ;—he wanted the house to disap-
-prove of the extraordinary éxpense, that the minister
might be called on for an explanation. 'If the ex-
yense of the establishments, e observed, should still
‘increase with the revenue, a system ‘would be esta-
_blished of the most' lavish prodigality. The propo-
‘sitions of the 'right honorable gentleman, he said,
were in %eneral_ fair and explicit ; with the first,
however, he could not concur. The income of these
five last years had not exceeded the estimate of the
‘committee of 1786 ;. for they had asserted, that if
certain laws were enacted for the protection of the
‘taxes, they would produce so much more. On that
und he would negative the first resolution, They.
ad likewise said, that the extraordinary expenses
‘would be defrayed by the extraordinary yeceipts;
-in this too they had failed, for a loan had become
lecessary. o T o '
"
- JunE & .
"REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE OF 179].

'Mr. SHERIDAN expressed his satisfaction, that
‘the adjournment of the consideration of his resolu-
‘tions had taken place, as it had given them time o
consider them, and he was sure that the more they

were considered, the more they would be acquiesced
in. He observed, that it would be the less neces-
'sari for him to trouble the house at any length, as
he had gone intg the subject only on i‘riday last.
He was, he said, sorry to declare that he must differ
from the resolutions which had been brought for-
ward by the riglit honorable gentleman, (Mr. Pitt).
Those resolutions were extremely short,and few in
pumber; his own resolutions were much more nu-
merous. ‘The first statement of the right honorable
‘gebtleman bver the way, was, % that the average
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.praduca during the last, five years of the taxex im-
.Jposed previous to the. year 1786, had exceeded the
.amount expected by the committees appointed .in
the year 1759 to. examine the public income and
.expenditure.” , That resolution, Iflr. Sheridan, said,
‘he must contradict. The other resolution of the
right honorable gentleman,, he observed, merely
_stated, that all the expenditure of the last five years
.had been defrayed either by the ordinary income, by
extraordinary income, or by certaip sums that bhad
been borrowed ; which no doubt was exactly the
.method by which the expenditure in all parts of the
.world must be defrayed ; in such information, there-
" fore, there was nothing very important or very
_striking. ' .
, Mr. Sheridan, baving read over, in .a summary
‘way, the seven resolutions bronght forward by the
,Chancellor of the Exchequer, declared, that he con-
ceived they did not contain any great intelligence.
‘He said, he thought it bis duty to go more at length
‘into the subject; and he had endeavored to shew
bow diffident a committee shonld be, when they
were endeavoring to prove, what would be the pro-
bable amount of our future revenue and expenditnre.
.The committee of 1786 on that subject, fell short -
by about 900,000/ ; and he contendled, that all the
accounts which year after year had been laid before
the public by the right bonorable gentleman, were
"absolutely fallacious, and that the predictions of the
select committee, had completely failed He liad
thought it a part of his duty, Mr. Sheridan said, to
“shew, that the average of two, three, and four years,
had fallen considerably short of the sum estimated ;
- and that the extraordinary resovrces of last year bad
been very great, and bad enabled them to say, that
‘on the average of the last five years, the income did
‘exceed the expenditure by about 51,000/ The
‘night honorable gentleman had not only, be said,
“thought it sufficient to state that our expense had
been defrayed by our, income, . but be had- also



thought it right and neceisary tostate whatthe enory
.mous amount ‘of those: expenses -had been,, in.. the
.course of the last five years, and the revources alsg;;
" and to direct the attention of the public to the unfor,
.¢unate eircumstance of its not being likely, that gur

expenses would diminish,» wheén our extraordipary

resources.were nearly exhausted. .. C e

. There. was, Mr.. Sheridan said, another singu,
lar circumstance highly worthy -of' observation;
mnamely, that the finance committee of 1786, with a
great degree of confidence, had laid down a-peace
establishment that was to have taken place at the
end of the year 1790; the report of the committea
of 1791 had added between 4 and 500,000 to that

-

peace establishment, without alleging a single read

son for so great an increase. He said, he hac
stated that fact, merely to shew what little reliance
was to be had on the committee of 1786 ; and he bew
lieved that committee was just as likely to be right
as the committee of 1791. ' Mr. Sheridan con-
tended, that whilst an annuity to the amount of
111,020, had been redeemed by the commissioners)
. on behalf of the public, in the form of debt re-pur:
chased, an annuity of four times that amount was
proposed to be entailed on the nation in the form of
- Increased establishment. He wished, he said, to
come to his last resolution, which if the committee

would grani him, he would willingly agree towave all

the rest. He thought he had a right to have that reso-
Jution granted him, simply on the ground of the dif-
ference between the report of the Enance committeé
of 1786, and that of 1791, with regard to th¢
amount of the peace establishment.” Here Mr. She-
ridan read his last resolution to the committee, which
. ‘was, “ that upon a due consideration of all these cir-
cumstances and accounts, this committee feel 1w to b

their indispensable duty to declare that the great in-

crease proposed to the permanent peate establish.
“ment in the report of the select committee of 1797,
* ought not to be considered a¥ receiving countenancg

-
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o approbation from the house of commons until the .
tauses of the same' shall be fally "ex'p gined, and the
.hecessity of them made manifest.” If the comt
mittee would but giVe him' the last resolution, (Mr.
Bheridan repeated) be was ready to give up all
the rest. He then concluded with moving his first
resolution, viz. “ that it appears that the select
commitfee of 1788 proceeded upon a supposition,
that the annual and permanent taxes then subsist.
ing were likely to produce annually the sum of
15,397,471L" C " '
- _" "The Chairmen having put the question on this resolution, M. Pift

tneved an amendment, that there be added the words,  includ-.
ing the land tax, 1,067,850L ; malt, 632,350l.; and the peormaneat

tares, 12,797,47107. . T )
. Mr. Halhead allowed that there had, indecd, been a twocful defi-

ciency in the income of the first year, 1788, from what it had been
* stated by the select committee. But there was something, he said,
wnfair in fizing upon this particular year, 1708, and spreading the-
snfortunate deficiency of it ever the average of ull the others. l’Em-y
year since, the income of the country improved. And why
should not gentlemen, instead of taking en average of the four first
yeors, take an average whick swould be so much more able, of the
oo or three last?, The last year Aad more than wpplicd the defi-
ciency of the fi Mr. Halhead them went ol great length into
the calculations, and argued with a view lo that the reclutions
of Mr. Sheridan were not founded, but that the resolutions of the
_ orqf(keEmlqla'magrmbk to facts. ‘
" "Mr. Sheridan said, why should the honorable
rentleman wish to leave out the banefal year 175886,
and yet avail himself of the prosperous 1790 ? This "
difference, so striking in the produce of different
years, was easily accounted for. Means would be
contrived, by wZicb the income of one year might,
for g particular purpose, be swelled out, and the de- .
ficiency made to fall upon the pext; and that witha
view of making the income of the country appear
in a more advantageous light than it could really
bear, as was the case with the income of the year -
previous to 1786. Hence proceeded the deficiency
which, according to the honorable gentleman’s ex-
pression, had so woefully fallen upon that year,
rom the same cause, he woald ventare to predict, .
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that the income of the present year would not be
equal to that of the preceding. That the extraor-
‘dinary expensecs were out of .the view. of. the com-
mittee of 1786, Mr. Sheridan denied to be the case;
but he had no objection to the right honorable genfle-
wman’s amendment,  if - the figures;were right. The
fair'way of taking the Jarid end malt taxes; he said)
was ;on the annual prpduce, [including the -arréars
- of former years: paid: in j becanse the latter wonld;
.on an average, be pretty equal. -’The produce was

over-calculated, and the interest of exchequer bills,
from the way of making up the acconnt, was mnders
rated, meking a difference of more than 40,0004 3
FEBI i oo . v

" Br. Pitt and Mr. Rowe mestgpoke, = |
" “Mr. ‘Sheridan replied, that th'g dvocates of the
Yeport of 1786 never could meet him before; and
could not do it now, withiout taking into the account
- of the year 1790 many sums thaf were anticipations
of the revenue of the currevt year. . Yet with all
this, and their five years tinkering of revenue laws;
they were only able to shew an' average ‘exceeding .
of “about 50,0007 _ Strike off what they had got by
new taxes and anticipations, -and, he said, they
yould still be deficient to a great amount. - . -
« The amendment was ggveed t9, and the resolution so omended,
Mthm.'t~'\s-v- o S R TN
_*Mr. Sheridan then moved. the second resolution.
He said it was taken from the resolution of 1786.
He had left out soine words, because they were
iore favourablé to his argument ghan he thought it
required.. “These he would add gs an amendment;
and let the commistee. then vote, that words were
not in the report, which were copied from it, if they:
copld, ) ;o e e i T

" The amendment was agreed 1o, and the resolution so amended
negatived, Thethird -5}:::1& resolutions were afierwards agreed

teith some amendments. . The choirman was grdered lp report pron
ummmumagdnmm.?w i :

N L7r
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Mr. SHERIDAN gaid, that those of his resolutions
which ‘had beew already moved, had met with so
discouraging a reception, that he now found he had
nothing t0 gain, and that all bis exertions in their
favor would be useless. Having experienced, how=
ever, so much opposition to his statement of the in-
come of the country, he should now only try whether
the same opposition would be continued to his state~
ment of its expenditure, and for this purpose go on

with a few moreof his resolutions, He should take
occasion, ‘at some future period, to bring them al}
forward in a form jo whic they might be inserted
on the journals of the house.

The resolutions from the 5th 1o the tenth were then read, lmd
wcrmnhort and deswllory conversation, successively ne atmd

Here Mr. R dermmd—“ﬂatﬂutotalmutqf! inferest
end charges qfthcpublwdtu, and of the sums issued for the reduc-
lwllberwf the chavges om the aggregate or comswlidated fund,
and of the man gramted fe orthenz’[?a, the last five years,
excepling the sum of 207,000l w h provided for in
the present year, under the head of dququrmﬁa:bm
defrayed by the pwduamtkuthcmdymg’tﬁcmmm
taxes, by the emnnal aids on lomd ond mait, ond by the sume
Jrom extraordinary resources, mhtltccdddméalouq' '":5
limmdby tontine, and of 187,000L reised by short mutm.
Whick motion, after some comversatien, was corricd.

They then proceeded to the 11th resolution, upon whick Mr. Pm
nmdumudnmt —* That the sm for defraying the armament

of 1790, ln;mg up the addt'twudunbero[;:l,mde‘o
frayed incoose.” amendment

Wm{mﬁ, ; ourteenth resolutions were them,
read, and megatived ; the V5th was also Mi‘ atived without o single
objection stated ; the 16tk was agreed to; the 17th, with an emend-
ment, enmmerating the seeral erticles which raised the estimated ew
;ad:t-ypq'nainy-dqufﬂﬂo,.mgbwuu

Mr. Sheridan now moved an additional resola-
tion, in substance “that the estimated expense of
the navy, army, ordnance, militia, and - miscella-
Deous services, by the report of the committee of
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1791, exceeds that: of - the' commlttee of:. 1786 by
434, 2931.” which was agreed to.i ; -

wor 'Ih?sedrmth was negatived, and the. lsth,m depmdmton the former,
withdraum

On the twenticth, Mr. Steele proposed ammdments. statmg that the
‘excess of the sum voted Jor the service: of 1791, 'above the at:ma!:ug
The commitiee of 1780, melmlcs ‘various mlaqf ayenu, that
mfoacnragmm ol i P WP

Mr. Steele's ammdmmu wm sntraduczd tmd tiu resolution
ﬂvrecd to. The 21st and 22nd were withdrawn ; the 23d was agreed
L0, with an amendment ; the 24th was mgatwed without any objec-
tion slated ; in the 25th Mr. Ryder iniroduced the lubatam of

_ several otlm-a, though in s very different form ; the 26th was with-
drawn ; the 27th, 28th, and 29th, twere negatived without any ob- -
Jection ated.
" Mr. Fox here observed, that the intention scemed to be to
il that were evidently true, md that could neither be mpport d noy
by argument.

“The 18th resolution was then read. My, Pitt mmd an' gmend.
snent, that the words from © that,” to “mey, belcﬂout, wluch
was ascordingly adopled.. : RS

-The 32d, 33d, and 34th resolutions were negatived,

** Here Mr. Pitt moved, “ That during the said,  fove years the sum
‘of 6,424,6921, mcludmg 074,6920. arising from onnuilies expired
or unclaimed, and from dividends on stock baught has been applied
o the reduction of the national debt; and that the onnual interest

.on the stock bought, and the present amount of the annuities expired
or unclgimed, a s to be 254,804/, in addition to the million .
annually Mgm the consolidated fund " + The motion was put,
and earried.

., The remaining resolutions, the 36!11 3611:, a7tb, 33:&, and 392,
were a negative, .

mrcpm‘tmordu'cdtobemmedthemf day.
R
Jtmn 8 .

mapon'r OF THE FINANCE comn'r'rnn OF 1791

. Mr, SHERIDAN said, that unsuccessful .as his
exertions had been to obtain a true statement of the
revenue and expenditure for the last five years, he
would not, as his opponents had done, attempt to ne-
intlve any resolution. of fact. The resolutions which

had moved, he was certain, exhibited a more
clear and correct view of the finances, than those
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contained . in: the report; and for that reason, he

should move the previous question..

- The pievi o wak ired, and & stri

oJ ¢4.W negatived, ng of resolutions
- Mr. Sheridan said, that having given notice of

his intention to endeavor to get his resolutions put

upon the journals, which could not be done by mov.

i;:g’ them in a committee, he should now move the
rst. .

., My Pitt said; that the vesolutions having beep fully discussed in
The commiltee, he should move the previous guestion on every ene of
them ; and whick being carried on all, except the lust,
~ Mr. Sheridan observed, that compelling the
Chancellor of the Exchequer to resort to the pre-
vious question, was precisely what be had in view;
as it shewed that the right honorable gentleman felt
the resolutions to be facts, and dared not allow themt
to stand on the journals as negatived. Mr. Sheri-
dan said, the last of his resolutions, with a little
alteration in the preamble, was as applicable to the
resolutions adopted by the house, as to those with
which it was originally connected, and he should |
take the sense of the house upon it. He then moved,

% That, upon due consideration of the reﬁott
made ‘this day from the committee of the whole
house, to whom the consideration of the report front
the select committee of 1791 was referred ; and also
upon consideration of the twa reports of 1766 and

1791; and of the several accounts before the house
relative to the public income and expenditure,
it appears proper and necessary to declare, that
the great increase proposed to the permanent
peace establishment, in thé report of 1791, ought
not to be eonsidered as receiving ‘countenance or
approbation from the house of .commons, until the
causes of the same shall be explained, and the ne-
cessity of them made manifest.” .
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SUMS VOTED FOR CARLTON HOUSE. .
' “The report was brought up by Lord Shef d, the ‘eheirman b
ihgfmgm, who moved ﬂ;af' it ﬁou_zd,‘ with an humble addrm,'g
submitted to His Majesty. o »
»- Mr.  SHERIDAN recomniended it to his lordshiy
to move © That the report lie on ‘the table and be
printed.” - Theobject was, that the whole transac-
'tion might be fairly known, and the niisrepresentat
tions done away which had been circulated respectd
ing it. This he wished more, E‘.’t!’ﬁ‘?.‘.‘la".lfj', on acy
eount of the extraordinary. mistake: o keeping '
back a paper (No. 5) which he had long contended.
was ‘defivered in at the Treasury, and whick
was at length producedi. The omission had mdde
a deep; impression, on..many. gentlemen ; :and wad
the more extraordinary, as the paper was the most
important .of all;t shewing', how; -the :money - had;
* been applied;.and the papers first presented, asongy
which another was substituted for this,-containing 3
note, signed:: George- Rose, stating “ -the commig
sioners of the: Treasury had pe-official; knowledge
of the application of the money, after it was issued,"”,
Mr. Sheridan said, he did not mean- to: take anjn
farther notice of this; but he hoped those in whoses
care-the paper was,-would be severely reprimanded:
-by their superiors far the neglect. . = o

* The report wos ordered to bt printed. C
5. . LI I e o LoDt

¥

\

"~ FEBRUARY 17, 1792, S

STATE OF TRE PUBLIC. INCOME AND EXPENDI-,
IR w  TURB. - . -

" The house vesolved itself intd a committes, to considér the state of
the finanres. - Mr. Pitt represented them in so favorable o Hght;s
that a diminution of the public burthens. might reasomably be ex-,

ed. The permanent toxes, from 1791 fo the commencement of.
1792, had produced 16,930,0001. ; exceeding the average of the last”

Sour years about 500,000L; deducting from which the total of thet

expenditnre—amounting by the veductions proposed to 15,811,0004-

K
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—the permanent income would exceed the permanent expense, includ-
ing the million awnually appropriated to the extinction of the na-
tional debt, by no lessthan 400,000, The supplies wanted for ths
Ppraent year would amount t0 5,654,000L ; for schick the means pro-
vided amounted o a sum, exceeding the former by 31,000f, From
the foregving statement, Mr. Pitt was of opinion, that the mrplus
of the400,000l. would enable government 1o take off euch tares as
« chicfly on the pourer classes, to the amount of one-half of that,
sum ; and Lo appropriate the other half to the diminution of the
Fublic debts. the methods projected for the redemption of thiy
debt, 25,000,001 - .
towards which, the interest of the mms annually redeemed
Be carvied to the sinking fund, ﬁlltlumualm’tokapph‘zdu:
the redemption of that amounted to 4,000,0001, Having made
thix tavorable vepresentation of the state of the , Mr Pit
Jinished by & warm eulogiam om the . prosperily of the

< Mr. SHERIDAN said, the splendor of the right
honorable gentleman’s speech had made suchk an
impression on the committee,—they had been so led
away by the figures of rbetoric frem altending to-
e figures of arithmetie, that be should find it
difficult to: reeal them to the true object of the dis~
cussion. He faneied, however, this dazzling beauty
would not be found se captivating to the people ; for
after the rapturous statement of prosperity which-
they bad heard, it wonld be a disappointment to
them that all accounts 'of surplas sunk so infinitely’
small. Whe that had read or heard the reports
of a surplas of1, 200,000, of nearly 00,000l being:
actoally in band, would have believed that in trut
the lus would turn out to. be no more than
58,000L.P—He was generally incredulous on these
anticipating reports,.bat he confessed, when he
heard of the King's coming down, announcing a
surplus, and the minister immediately sfier, holding’
out taxes to be repealed, he thought there must be
some great stupendous increase of revenve ; and his
coufidence would have been greater, if he bad not
unfortanately beard all the minnster’s former pledges,
and particalarly that solemn, religions pledge, that
o interruption should be made to the application
of our surplusses, until they amounied to fonr mil..
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Yiony’ & year.! JIe then éxamined the statemént of
Mr. Pitt, and drew from his review this conclusion -
+<that " the: increase of our prosperity} -had not
‘bronght ‘with: it . proportionate increase of ‘our
reveone. ‘The ircrease of the latter was to ‘be as-
. «cribed to-the néw burdens laid on the people, or to
the regulations of the old taxes, which, in fact, were
s0 many: additions to ‘them. ‘Taking the reports
of the two committees as his guide, he took thé
amongt of the new and regulated was taxes from the
“-geneéral tota), and shewed that the actual increasé
of the permanent revenue since the year 1786, wai .
1180,000L ¢ If he -was asked fairly, whether  the
sdmount of ouf taxes, from experience, was such as té
‘warrant the legislature to- dispense with a' part -of
them; he ‘would - frankly answer: No.—Baut if hé
Mras-desired to revise the whole system of our tax:
atiodl, té see'if thé people might not be materially
rélieved from the most grievous of their burdens, and
the revenue be even improved thereby, he would yield
his cheerful consent; and think that the house iight
rendet most essential servicé to their constituents:
The plan’ pursned by the right honorable gentles
man, which was calculated to embarrass the. honse;
caised - him and every gentléeman an ‘insurmonnt:
able difficulty. It was held out tothe nation, that
the crown, from a motive of endearment, had pro<-
osed relief td the people, and that the minister
Ead -even named the taxes which were to he abo«
lished. If theyshould, from a sense of their duty,
declare this could rot be done without a deviation
from systemi, without hazard to the national credit
—-withont ‘disorder to-the finances, the house of
commons was sbbut to be made odious to its consti-
tuents, and the crown was made the object of popu--
lar confidence. - -Such’ was precisely the case in
which they stood; and yet, so far was this from
being a proaf of endearment, that it was a strata-
gem calculated to mislead and betray them. It
was & complete surrender of the- principle of rev
VOL. I cc
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Wemption, . We were now, in 1792, to redeem less
stock than we did in 1786; for it was a clear pro-
fosition, that by the inoreased state of the funds,
- angd by thus diverting so large a part of the surplus
frowits devoted and sacred end, we were to buy up
dess annuity than heretofore, \What was the reason
of all tlnsg If the right honorsble gentleman, was
galled upon to say, why, with this prosperous reve,
nue, we were to redeem less debt ; he would answes,
begause we could not affordit. Why the right ho-
norable gentleman did not think it right to extin-
guish the -unfunded debt, a great part of which
bore interest, and hung about eur necks with great
inconvenience, as the right honorable gentleman
felt in his Spanish armament, he could not take
upon himself to say ; he snpposed it was that onl
would be a proper, but not a splendid measure.
would be a great and effectual benefit to the reve-
pue, but it would not serve the of momen-
ry fame, by taking off the odious taxes which he
laid the year before. He now proved how well .
he could have opposed these taxes, if they had come
from any other person; and the house would now
find, by his own language, how much they had beea
to blame in yielding to the arguments by which
they had been originally recommended.—The house
would see now, though the ungracious task had
been imposed on them to lay these taxes, their con-
stituents were not to look to them for their relief,
A new feeling of hope was to be inspired into
the people—a pew feeling of gratitude was to be
planted in their bosoms—-they were to be taught
to petition for relief from taxes. "It was a very
delicate subject for every gentleman to speak,upon;
it was laying an e on the house. No man
could put himself into ungracious state of o
posing- the repeal of. afflicting taxes. Who could
deny to the poor family the of getting their
.candles a balfpenny cheaper? If a severe sense
of duty should urge. gentlemen to look the true si-
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tuation’ bf thd-eoustry i ¢he fuce; and to dppdse
thik artful.#nd insidoousd vay ofrattaclling the privid
Yegres of ' theicohimons house of parliamént, hie knew
weld How' easily a'cry might be! raisdd against him},
‘dhd with shat: facility he nyighd Be-made the vietim
of = little welj-minaged misrepresertation.. Ferd
nremnbered s line‘or'two of sbme vérsek made dpor
his  honerable- friend,. by one of - Ais ! eonstitwents]
whick nevet failed to produee storrent of applansed;
not from the elegdnce of the pobtry, o muck as
from the statdy ad ddptundum. praise whidln #t gave
hilm.! His friend; who, with all bis dietits, hald eewt
tainly rio pretention td the praise, weuld pardot hit
for Yepeating it, -~ - T v Lo ihon 0l
BT W Whietever & fax th the bovse was frofected, . -
=, " Gieat Fox he rose upand-?lmt)nbjecwd." S '
Now, this, which was certainly untrae, .might ' be
turved yery neatly. to the détriment, of, those whe
might, think .it. theéir_duty fo, enquire before they
acted—to ascertdin whether we. really had g surplus
before we gave up, our income; and at any rate,
the grace should come constitutionally from that
branck of the legislature which, had the power of
the purse, and which had’ been- called upon g uy-
mercifully by the same right honorable gentleman
to draw the strings., Why had be not waited, and
given the house: the grace of originating the mea-

a“‘j

" sure? The truth was, it had been craftily consis

dered as the best answer to all the imputations
against him for the Russian and Spanish wars; sé
at least other men, who had less candor and re-
spect for him than he possessed, would insinuate,

hey would draw strange conclusions from the cir-
cumstances; and the nation might be broight te
think that blunders were more advantageous to
them than wisdom :—that when he was convicted
of errory he distributed to them relief. - A session
without a blunder, would be a session: of calamity ;

but an armament would be desirable. I have in-
' ' cc?2
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lvolvle.d‘you !n a quarrel with Spain--here, there's
tax !ipoﬁ ‘malt for yoi L have ‘thade the Engli
name ridiculons all 6vet’ the \world, by, bullying
Russia—bere take bick the female servants, I have
no use of them.—I have involved you in's war with
Tippob Saib-—take your civdles a Kalfpenny cheaper
in the pound. Thus they are to be taught ‘to Jovs
misfortune—to be’ enamoured “of misconduct——and
if an adininistration _shduld. succeed him,” whers
wisdom and prudence produced their usual effects
of security and quiet, the righg hionorable gentlemat
would be at the bedd of lEe most violent 4nd clae
morous opposifion that éver this country witnessed.
They would call out for a qhange.—“. Give us back
that bustling and dangerous administration, that
‘went on' arming and unarming ; ‘taxing and untax-
ing ; who committed so many blunders that they
were for' ever making’ atonement ;’ who broke our
heads that they hiight give'ns s plaster. " We abhor
~ this uniform system of order and quiet.” "The ser-
timent this conduct was calculated to excite, was
fomultoous and alarming; it was appealing from
the judicious to the giddy; and, seriously speaking,
every judicious man woald know.:gpd“fzel? that of
there had been no Russian armament, there would
bave been norepeal. He then shewed, that, by the
original statate, the malt tax now to be abolished,
would have endured only of itself a few months
longer. But by this management,, » considerable
part of the exc{nequer bills issued for the Spanish
armament might in 1795 come on the consolidated
fand, and be a grievous burden to us. - He alluded
to Mr. Dundas’s assertion, that it was infinitely
more probable that we should receive aid from
-India sooner than_we zhould be called on for as-
‘sistance .to India,—an assertion at which Mr. Pitg,
thoagh he knew the full amount of his friend’s con-
fidence, could not suppress a degree of stifled asto-
nishment. He seemed, on the occasion, 1o, feel the
sentiment expressed by Earl Cornwallis, » That be
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%oped ‘he shou]a ne‘r'él" ﬂ;ﬁ:jé i?f"?%lfétched fma.-

-precarious Jlependence on th Huzar of hszMal;‘ratti ,

I?a,llyﬁ "He 'recalled the WOsz of M‘- Fb 1dag) that
pch ) was ih? awe Iand power oﬂour ?r s n fndl@

‘8 to" make us Wsrega‘rti ifs umte _{

{a mst 18, e fo‘beheve‘t Es on, th
%'a rnWal 1s——rt‘1a€' the 'finapces of ﬁh om-
pany. were)aclually ruiped byt tbe proi:ractlon o]f'“thé

wan 'He conclpded with Saymng, fhat in'order fo

ive t ‘the nai:lon f ¢ frue bqneﬁt f'wme réeduétion,
- af, reductlon wag’ rachcab €. ' dnd fo,save {hem fro;n

‘the partialities likely 'to" arise, from the Kan ies of

authorshlp ; she should; at afutqre day, e,t At
commltpee be appojnted” to revnse ‘the amoimt na.-

: ture, aod’ gﬂ'ects ng the taxes, on the labonous and

‘indigent classes of the ¢ominurity ; and to ) report to

the. gouse what abolitions ‘might " be made ¥ érein

“This he should at leasi. propose, and place upori the

J ourna}s

3 M. Pitt nplid,

" Mr. Sheridan said, the nght honorable gentleman
had comp Ietel{ mlsrepresented what he said, and
‘meant ; if he thought he gave him an credit for the
sarplus of the revenue, or r the gener prosperity of
‘the country, the contrary was the fact; for he never
‘had ‘ascribed to his mg'emm.{I either the' one or'the
"other; though he tertainly- had ascribed to his art
‘and management the -use that was made of both,
‘With ‘regard to India, ‘he’ found that the honorable
-grentleman wished to =ay, that he coincided in opi-
“nion with 'his right honorable colleague ; but be did
‘not know, ‘whether the rijrht honorable gentleman
'would thank him mucl for what he had said The
~ “right honorable Secretary had affirmed, that the fact

iwounld be as he had stated it; and the right honor-
“able gentleman had said, bypothetlcallv, that if the
‘war is terminated; he has not a doubt but it will be
80 when be'comes to make conditions with the
“Company for-a renewal of their charter.  He stiil
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thought, that therg wag s0,much dread pn the pant
of. .mmwter'f about, the ppinion. of .th cauptry, op
the, war, with Bussm.,pv}nc,h.. but for the fimely and
congt,\tutlpna m}ﬁrfnrqncs in’that hoyse, they, woul;l
ave plunged ug, jotp, that they msbpd to avojd the
fﬁ’em of it by, pgqthmg the., J) le with 2n ﬂ(ie
ta

tﬂp gt ;r ur ens, and takipg off taxes, wat
: hich: hemselves, pnt on. . As tg the
mgumﬁnw or, pr ¢fqmng she mede of taking off

taxes; m, place of paying a part nf the wnfunded

e, was pel eqt y, against it, bpt ause ha thought
-tba,t was here they ought to bave,begun, he
would oply_say, that. the, mnmatﬂr, by. takmg one
mede, might have dope a'sx lent, guiety and essential
bepefit tq the people ; whereas, the ane he bag takep
s -an, ostentatmus, (felume. and dangemus appea,l
40 popularity for the lnpment. thoy} any re
gither to prinoiple, or the real; ﬂ"ﬂ"ﬂ' soqd Q?a be
country ,

the Rouse coincided soith Mr. Pit
ku?wctamaumm:damat mlﬁigdrw

I 1

. . —
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REPQRT or ‘ﬂn douxl'rm or mrmr
‘ mrmﬁmﬁrlﬂh?ﬂmmo tbmhddd
.M%“%W amwmgmmmmm

b

Mr. BHERIDAN rose to. call the attention of the
bhouse to the mode of anticipation,’ which the Mi-
nister seemed inclired te pursue in bis system of
finonce. He considered that antwapotmznthg
-duce of a fifth guarter, was nothing bot a lean &n
the ensning year, heesnse tho mouey which was
asked 10 be applied towards reducing' the national
debs, was really not in our on; and veling
money which we had not, wi temmhmg Eon
the prodoce of the ensuing year, appeared io bim
laying on s debt, by borrowing from ourselves, and
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was ‘worke ‘thati 'imy 'othér’ loard Yhat'we cbuld ohi
tain} * He #aid, by this‘inade of anticipation; it wad -
inpossible that: uny Tattusl stateftient of the’ publie
aceotintséould bé tade vp* or'settled till after thd
6th-of April;-and éfceurse thétevehie bills wolld
all of therit ' ¢airve Wenbe Aisduibsed;<ashad" béen tHe
gade for sbveral’ yEdt3 past, ‘in thih Hoses, and t €
beason ‘of the 'yed¥t wherr it wds tiot“probable eithief
thiat ‘the atteridanicé 'of membidrs 'td d 'be secared!
of these-tevéndwbillsitnect with 'that sttebtiod which
‘their isportance'veduired: *“That “thiy Had been th
ease in former ‘yeafs, e belieVéd nd otie ‘cohild denry’
eid the unpredederited ‘huity and bustle which hdd
accompanied those'bille'iti their progreds thrbtigh the
house, was'in the'tetolettion’of every fréntlettiarn ; a6
by-anticipatinig the qudrter, énding the 5th of April,
ot dne of thosé' bille codld be- passed till after the
Easter recess ' and he idsisted; ‘that: bills: of -the at-
midst-‘conséynbiice ad dekii ‘passed " & ‘marinet
without atiy fiotice.** The hiuse had reteived & Very
striking instdniog; ! it What' had falled ‘from & Fight
hororablé gentlettanloppositets hith; oni the bill foF
granting knd contimaing bounties ‘on the Greenland
whale fisheryy which; thoiigh Brought into the house
by himself, he' seemed td have fo knowledge of at
all ;"and be'said, with triith; that it passed last yeat
withoat any notice. ' *With regard to the dttendancé
beiny thin aftet Easter it might be said, if the ve-
vefiue bills remdited to b pavsed; it was the duty
of aémbers o attérdd ; this was trae, but experience
bhad repeatedly shewii us that it was nof practicable:
Upon this part of the dubject, he begged leave tb
#ddress himself partiéti}grl]y to. that respectalsle sej
of men, the éotintry’ gentlemen;  and no ém Eoul
entertain greater respect for thein than‘he did.—d
The delaying of the revende bills till 4 1até périod
wasd 4 matter particularly intéresting and important}
It was theit duty, in' common with the rest of the
house; and even more particularly so, to observe that
vigilancd and regard for the pablic income and ext
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pendituzs, endothat dqupulois. uttention . te% ever
méasutes that’ tookimaney from the pockets of theay
commtituents;:/so :tuichdnd o’ properiysenforced in
the .conclusion of ! the right “honorable -gentleman’s
celebrated finance speech. .- They were the stewarda
of the publie purse’; -and he would usk' how it-weuld
become them. o' uneet their constituénts before the
public . business Lof the: session had.been entered
upon? Might:not their constituents: say,i we arg
very. glad tosee youj but: pray tell vssiiwall. the
business of the session over?...:Waould they answeny
No ; the tax .bills; and..ull :the other.revengs lawé
pre still to be: passed, but se jate. is'the. yeusion, we
ceuld not wait till they came onj. we bave dift. the
whole of that-businéss to the Cbhantsllor of the Exs
chequer, whomh we believe to-becai vory giood sort
of man, and who will not thinkrof doing’ any thing
wrong. - This, be imagined, mldmob-bexhou.ﬁh:
quite doing the duty of a member of parliament. . He -

next objected to thissystem of anticipation,. becauss
there was po saying how far it: might be carried ;
and the greater the ability of the minister, there was
the more cause to fear its pernicious effects.. If we
could antici the produce of one quarter, by bor-
rowing it from the ensuing’year, wight .we.not}
upon grealer emergency, anticipate iwo quarters, of
three ?—The advantage which this system held out,
when .compared with the many 'and great incons
veniences attending it, was very small indeed ;. and
if the right honorable gentleman would wait till he
had got the money, certainly bis plan would net be
much deranged. Perhaps it might fortunately bap
that the three quarters of the next year might
equal to the wants of the whole year; and, in
that case, the right honorable geatieman would bave
the lus of. the atber quarter-te a iate- a8
migﬁ?ppear proper; ‘but, .aatil that gglrmwn 0
be the case, they were .voting: away money which
they really bad ot to give: : S0 much for the system
itself, now. for the application of it. If we really
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had ra sum .of 400,000} .te applyaiti-obght to.be np;

ied :towards. payingaff acpartief; thel: unfunded,
Eght;-ywhiuh;;-iit).miatatﬁdﬂfbymhqmnﬁtm
of i, 1780, -eughts .never. itoj; beilallowed - 40, rexceed,
1,700,0001,,; Jt.vwas,. how, ¢ considerably! ingre;i and,
part bearing interest of 4,péricente. o Byiilbing thisy
mistead; .of ‘boyleg. up 8, perseants), theisaid, the,
sonntry .weuld, be a. gainen;; gnd with mégand te;
the probability-of being soongr able to cpime gt the,
& per. gents.y, by sheactual rednction of twenty-five,
nulions of the, natignal debf, he pould mot.seq thaf.
the right honorable geptleman’s scheme would, eny,
swer, that puspose ; far, eertainly, swhilst such a Joad;
of ,unfunded debt remained. anpaid, he, ¢could. nat,
by oy fair constraction of the.Jaw; or by .any thing, .
but a kimroﬁ ‘juggle, pretend to redeem the.5 pex,
gents. - (Fhe disc{arge;of such a part, at least of the,
unfunded debtas hore ynterest, would, undoubtedly,,
bil a more proper application of the. money, although,
not, perhap#. so pounding and popular.. i. . ., ..
1. Has third objection was; that the money.would be,
wanted. for the expenses, of the year,unless.it. was,
 meant to have recourse to a lottery ; a.mode.of rais-.
ing' money,which, be had often deprecated. as infi-
nitely more_injurions to .the morals and:industry of,
the people, than . it could possibly be.advantageouns,
to the reveope.. It.was formesly never résorted to,,
but in time of war and public necessity; and he was.
.sorry, to hear it.was intended: as to. be eontinued in;
tilne Of peace-‘-‘ PR TS M eEe ‘1': s Mo ]-fﬁs
.« He concluded :with stating, that his frst propai.
sition would be, that the 400,000, shonld go te. the.
ways:and means of the. year,; so that the accounts.
of 1ncome and expenditdrei might in future be prads,
up ou the 6th of Jangary ;. and: if, he sheyld.fail.in.
that, his secpnd would be, that it:shoald beapplied to
the discharge of the unfunded debt ;. but inerder to.
introduog;either of these, it.was first necessary td.
move that the report b recompmitted.. 1, w5 it
< Mri Row, Mr. Steeley M Fos, and M LPitt, foloww. 'L 3
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‘Mr:' Sheridary, after exptessing’ his hoped, that
the hotse’ weiild indulge him in greater latitude of
explanation, than was strictly regular, bw- Hcedunt

- of the' turn which'the! debate had 'taken,-said he
should leave 'the tweo pentlemén (Mr. Rose and Mri
Steele) ‘who had ' givew (it this tutn,’ o the sileny .
rebike of the eontrast between their modé of treats
ing the question’ #nd ' that of their right honorable
friend: ' They seemed to” think, that :they had &
claim fipon him to be dull Whet he spoke on finance,
arid ‘were offended ¥ ki3 ‘attethpting ¥4 enliven w
discussion‘on ‘which ‘they! wete- determinéd: 16 b¥
barsh and dry. He: had revived, 'whut thiy -were
pleased to call, the old joke'; beeatise he was called
to do so by the old ‘subject, by thé¢ inbde of making’
up the public accounts, >whick had ‘hitherto pohts
poned the most important busineds to so late a period
of the session, as prévented a full attendance. 'He
thought he was doing:the honorable gentleman whd
first replied to bim 2 service, by recommending

-mode of proceeding which would enable him to seek
the shade of his forests early it the sunmer, and
smooth and ecivilize his mind by classical pursuitsj
from the asperity and moroseness -it might have

contracted, in the lesd grateful exercise of parlias
mentary duties. No captious opposition bad been
made 10 new taxes, from those who sat on the same’

side of the honse with him; but when they did

object, their objections were well founded. T be:‘v:
bad now ‘substantial proof, for the shop tax, the ad-
ditional tax on candles, the tax dn female servants,
the additional tax on malt; in short; all the laxes
they had opposed, were either abandoned in the first
instance, or since repealed. The regulation of taxes
they kad not opposed as unproductive, but as domg’
what no encrease of productivenesy could justify—
sacrificing the constitation,and the liberty of the sub-
ject to revenne. Yet, even these regulations had, in
many instances, effected nothing that might not have
been accomplished without them. If, instance,
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the.prodiice of the tobacco licences, in all respects w
new tex, was deducted from- the .amount of the
duties, it woold be found, they. were not more prox
ductive under the Mmanagement -of -the jexcise, than!
théy had been at a:former period.: The intimation:
that the budget should in; fature-be iopened at a:
-egrlier period, althongh not amounting to ‘an absox
lute promise, was at:least something pained,: and fe:
rejoiced in baving been the means of obtaining it It
was a-lame mode of reviewingan anpual account
befote that aceount' was elosed; and this . Mr. Pitt,
seemed to feel, by his never havipg attempted it be-:
fore., - But if by this mode, Jame as.it was, part of
the ingonvenience arising' from the anticipation of
the consolidated fund 'would be obviated, the impro-t
priety of the application stood precisely where it did,/
A charge: for: the interest of - navy- t{ebt-' ‘of about:
20,000/ was admitted, which charge 500,0001, would:
extinguish, and might he much. more advantage-
ously. applied to that purpose, than to the purchase
of three per cents.: The revenue committee of 1788,
and-thg house, by adopting ‘their ‘report, had given'
an assurance to the public; that iy -Elture' the navy:
debt should never be allowéd to accumulate &0 as to’
bear intbrest. . Burely; if any regard was due to the:
reporis. of: committees, and the assurances held out.
" by the sanction of the house, the terms. onght ¢o -be
kept, when they bad the means of keeping them. -
- :An honorable gentleman (Mr. Rose) had ‘said,
that when he was in the high and important office
Secretary to: the Treasury, the sinking fand had
been: anticipated for three quarters; as if 'a persoh,i
inthatsubordinate sitwation was to be respopsible for
all the measures- of finance.. The character of a
measure might sometimes point dut the author;
and when he saw dull m?bléndering tax bills
brounght forward with little of mind, and nothing
of liberality, in which cunning was substituted for-
wisdom, amnd tricking for intelligence, he could not
help suppesing that they were not the preduction of

’
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any! man, in'thé superior depariments of office, end.
atfribuling them to some of his subordinates. ‘In
justice, however; te the honorable men who thought.
im worthy of 4 situation under them, it was neeess
sary to rematk, that they had never proposed the:
anticipation alluded to as part of .4 system ; and that:
it was with themonly-a temporary and unavoidable
ex;ledien't, to-cover-an old deficiency. -~ -+
'He bad avoided a general discassion of the reve.. -
nue and expenditore, beciuse be was bound by
propriety, and the order of debate, to confine him-'
self to a particular point.. But did it' follow from
that, as E:d been inferred, that he abandomed all
the_ other points he bad maintained? - On the con-
trary, he was ready to maintain them every one,
whenever ¢alled upon to debate them collectively or
singly. It was indeed a most curious mode of argu-
ing, that as often as he 'objected to any one of the. .
cobtested statements on finance, .he must either go
through all the rest, ‘or be nnderstood to admit them
as -trae.. -1t was equally curious to infer that, be-
cause bhe "admitted there_was at last a surplus of
.Jrevenue to justify the application of a million annu-.
ally to the extinction of debt, be admitted also, that
there, was such a surplus six years ago, and. every
since that time.- They might as well tell him
z:‘;ad pledged himself to prove, that the revenune
would .not, exceed the expenditare in the present
century, or in the next, or thas the deficiency must
be eternal. : o
i ‘While they maintained this verbal dispute, they
had paid him the substantial compliment of adopt-:
ing his opinions. They had taken an average of
- four years, as the proper estimate of future revenue;
they admitted, that the estimate of expenditure, by
the committee of 1786, could not be realised, and
added £500.000 to his estimate of 1791; and they
had admitted, as he contended, that the estimate
‘of 1791 was larger than it ought to be, and pro-
posed _a_reduction. . But they imposed on the,
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house, of commons the ungracious task.. of. propo-
sing an;,addition to the/ expenditure, and now took
to themselves the more pleasing office of suggesting
a .reduction, -although they were’ the real authors
of ; both, whilst, they ;were making ;a redugtion of
200,000 jn appearaace, but bad, in, fact, made an
addition .of,. £300,000 to.theirown estimate of.1786,
He referred to the house whether a case had been
made out -to induce them to_vote ‘in anticipation,
the ‘invariable consequence of which bad hitherto
been to put off the important business of financetilla
season of the year when many gentlemen ¢ould
not attend the discharge of their duty. He en-
treated them to consider what that duty had been
and what it was likely to be in' futare, It had hi-
therto been to impose:'on their constituents some
fresh burdens, or 'some pew restraint, in' the shape
of a regulatioun. ' The fortunate period was at length
arrived when they were told it would be in' their
power to' alleviate' those burdens; and! it was of
~ 1mportance that the' people should not be tanght,
that for taxes and penalties they were' indebted to

their representatives, but for ease and reliefto the,
LI T . Sr o, ]

e B I

‘crown, .

", M. Pitt wid it had always been his wisk,. and would be 30 i,

Juture to open the budget at an early period of the session ; but he

not make a positive promisc on o subject that must be governed

by circumstances.
" Mr. Sheridan said, that partof his object bein
pbtained, viz. that the business of the finance shoul%
nat be postponed in future till the summer months,
t;hguld not divide .the house as he before in-
naed. . - ;- ' ’ v C -t

Y "The report was agreed t4,

*
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" FEBBUARY 29;

ABMAMENT AGAINST RUSSIA, ‘ot

My, Whitbread op I the dzlmlebrafong‘md eloquent specch,
vhich ke ‘concluded’ by moving that Oczakow was not of ;
mportance to warrant. the ermed intcvfirence of Great B

.. Mr. SHERIDAN said, that nothing should have
nduced him at so late an hour to trespuss on the al-
nost. exbausted, patience of the house,. but his asto-
ishment at the contemptuous silence of the minis-
«er, that consistency of insult, that climax of
1aughtiness, with. which be had treated the house,
ind now refused to. 2nswer on the day of his trial.
He had formerly told them, that when the day of
liscussion came, he would assign the reasons for his
rondact. 'The day of discussion was come, and he
was silens.  If he thought himself sufficiently de-
‘ended by those who, had undertaken to plead his
:ause, he was much deceived; for he involved
sumself in a Jabyrinth of difficulties, which had not s
»ath that did not lead to disgrace. . If he bad any
lefence to make, it was a secret Jocked up in his
wwn breast, neither communicated to his friends,
ror imparted to his colleagues. Every succeeding
lefender confuted the defender that had gone before
lim. :

If they ‘had asked bow they should plead his
ause, he could not tell. If they maintained that
Jczakow was ef no consequence, they could not
nswer his exposing the country to bazard of
var on account of it ; if they maintained that it
vas of consequence to justify an armament, they
.ould not answer his giving it :115). If they said that
e yielded to the opinion of the house, they must
e told that the majority of the house was with
im ; if they said, that he yielded to the opinion of
be public, the opinion of l.li public was against his
rming. On peither side could he escape. If he



1193} - 309

was, wrong in his principle, he ought to be di
graced Vi he was gight, he ought to k%‘ima?ichej .
for ahandoving it, ' If, indeed, Russia, : commands;
ing - numerqus and hardy race of subjects, possess-
ing great, extent of teryitory, without disanion; and
accumulation of power without unwieldiness, were
to také possession, of  ‘Constantinople, o eccupy
the Euxine,’ the Hamoaze and Catwater, with ber
fleets, where no European eye ’poﬁ]d see of examine
their force till they poured into the Mediterranean,
then. he .would admit that her power might ?be
dangerous to this country; but before he admiited
that we were 10, arm to prevent thbis danger, the
minister should prove, that it was cFrobabla ; and if
he did this he must stand convicted of a great erime
in abandonjng an object of sp much importance,
without laying such:information before parlianient,
as. would enable parliament:to compare the- pro-
pability of the danger with, the practicability. of
venting it. . An honorable gentleman, whose more
. than promise; of; great abilities men of all parties
must bave rejoiced to hear, had execrated the im-
policy of the ministers of Charles. the Seeond, in
not epposing the early ambition of Louis XIV. If
one side of the minister’s defence was well founded,
" he might live to execrate his impolicy in neglecting
to. oppose the ambition of Russia, after. equipping
an armament for the purpose, 1f his own majority
forgave him, the minority readily might.  To the
latter he had bowed as the organs of the public
voice; to the former, he said, in deeds more forcible
than words, “ I know what stuff my majority is
made of, and how little its voice can be called the
voice of the public.” Jt was common for him to
change his principles, to come forward with pro-
positions on commeree, fortifications and arma.
ments, with.  unless these are adopted I cannot be
.useful as a minister. I cannot be accountable for
‘the defence of the country, I cannot answer for
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the, balance” of Europe.” And the moment they
were rejected or abandoued, to congratnlate the
honse on the prosperity of commerce, the security
of the ‘nation, and the favorable situation of the
European powers. These were cbarges which he
must not be suffered to put npon the house. The
minori?{ would bind him to the principle they had
opposed, and convict him on it—he had almost said
the majority, which he thonght.they might, but
hoped they would not, that they might not be
mistaken for the former majority on .the samé
sabject. ' L S
~The honorable ‘gentleman to whose speech he
before alluded, had found it necessary, in explain-
ing hig systém, to take into account the resto-
ration of France, in order to provide us with a
proper ‘enemy. " If something, be had said, like the
.old Government should be restored in France, we
should then have all the ambition, treachery, and
chicanery to deal with, of which he formerly com-
plained. ' If a free government slionld be establisbed,
wé' should then have 2 meighbouring power less
likely, .indeed, to be at' war with us, but much mere
formidable *whenever ‘war should “occur. How
then ought we to prepare ourselves for meeting the
energy and ‘vigor which a free government might
give to France? How but by fortifying our consti-
tution, by recalling it to its true principles, and
banishing from it this’ proud reserve in ministers,
which disdained to give information; and this on-
meaning confidence in parliament, which could
vote money without it. "Instead of this we were
advised to take up the vices which France was
throwing away; we must meddle and interfere in
the affairs of other powers; we must have Hol-
land for our ally, and Prussia to protect Holland.
That Aunstria may not attack Prussia, we must ex-
cite the Torks against Aostria; and to enable the
Turks to defend themselves against’ Russia, we
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must get, Sweden to, make war on Russia,—how-
ever far. we went on, something inore ‘was still
wanting, _ Like'the earth, supported by“an eagle
theﬂ.,egg%g b_]‘.the,'elep.hant,_, the elephait by a fortoise,
&c. . A support, was’ always wanted 'for the last
supporter. , All this we had done; and_what had
we got by it P—disgrace, contempt, and reproba-
tion. T T
o He'.ﬁroﬁ_id :adv;iée the honorable gentleman” who
traced out this system, to abjure it in time, as neither
according, with the “English’ constifution, nor the
English gharacter,” Double dealing might be of
serviee to despotic gavernments; it might serve'a -
despotic, mimster, and perhaps be of temporary
service 1o a country’; hut the occasional advar‘:{ta e
was more than ten’ times ovérbalanced by _'t%e‘;
mj_qchiefs_ it brought with it, " The mere clerks’ of
despotism, in this respect, would be an overmatch
for the legislators of a free state, " The charactér of .
our constitution was manly, frank, and undisguised,
He loved to see the minister assimilate his character
to_that of the constitution. “Hé would love in’ it
those qualities which he himself possessed ;- every
sympathy of his nature would dispose him to reve-
rence and to cherish them; and pursuing ostensible
objects by direct and honorable means, he' would
tower, by the natural energy of candor and wisdom,
above the miserable propsof chicane and cunning.
If,. instead of this, a minister should assfmilate the
character of the constitution to his own, his progress . -
might be towering indeed in lofty misery, but it
would be bottomeg in shallow craft. =~ ‘
The honorable, gentleman, whosé speech he-had
more than once quoted, had unguardedly, in the
course of his speech, talked of the ‘want of good
faith of the emperor, Such language, when speak-
ing of crowned héads, was always improper, be-.
cause generally unwise, and frequently dangerous.-
How did the honorable gentleman know, that we
VYOL. 1T, | " DD e
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might not soon have occasion to court the Emperor,
as we had lately courted the Empress, of whose
breach of faith, a few months since, that house and
the country rung a%'ain, though now we had changed
our minds so much, that ber bare word was consi-
dered by us as a sufficient security for engagements
of the most important nature.

He now came, he said, to the papers. He re-
ferred to the memorable speech of a worthy ma-
gistrate, Mr. Brook Watson, whose eloquence was
easily remembered, as it was never flippant and
unemphatic. e had called on the house to turn
their eyes from the 8. W. of America to the N. E.
of Europe, as the true destination of the arma-
- ment then preparing. The right honorable gentle-

man thought proper to deny this account given of
‘the destination oF the fleet, and parliament had
been pestered with it in a double sense. He should,
from the papers, suppose that they had in trath
been treacherous even to Russia, and he quoted a
passage, to shew that they held a double langunage
to that court, and pretended to follow up and act
upon its system, while in reality theiv were offering
to Russia their good offices, evidently to get them-
selves out of the dilemma in which they were in-
volved. They prayed only for the free navigation
of the Dniester as an adoucissement. This was the
term made use of as a sweetener, or as a similar
term had been once called, a dulcifior, to satisfy
the people. The Empress, with a vein of sarcasm,
gran them the sweetener, but by making
them parties, and, as it were, allies in her new
system of armed nentrality ; for she made ita
stipulation that they should go to the Porte, and
demand the same on their part. The entry of the
Grand Vizier (Mr. Pitt) into the Divan, accom-
panied by the Reis Effendi near bim, { Mr. Dundas)
must have been a very carious spectacle.

He thanked his honorable friend for the thoaght.
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—What sort of reception, and what sort of dialogue
must have taken place!-—Well, they musi bave
asked him, ‘what glorious terms have you procured
with your grand fleet? Have yon humbled Russia?
Does she tremble at your power ? Does she crouch?
Have you burnt her fleets for us? Have you demo-
lished Petersburgh >~—A melancholy No must have
been the answer to all these interrogatories. What}
does she not repent that she provoked you? But
have you made her give up Oczakow ? that your
sovereign has pledged himself for! No, none of
all this.” Instead of telling them to be tranquil in
their minds, instead of assuring them that the
Figeon of Mahomet might pearch in safety, and no
onger fear that the eagle of Russia wouid pounce
uFon the harmless victim—they must say, No, none
ot all this. But we have engaged that if you do
not comply with every tittle that she demands of
you before. we presumed to interfere, we shall aban-
don you to all the consequences of war. '

He challenged the right honorable gentleman
with continuing the armament not to produce ac-
‘quiescence in his'demand, but it had its continuance
in a deeper cause—from that proud obstinate spirit
that would not confess its error. It was kept up,
and all the violence of impressing continued, to
Ereserve a haughty appearance o% character for

imself, when he had sacrificed the dignity of his
royal master, and the fleet of England was made
to ride in affected pomp, but in truth a disgraceful
array at Spithead, exhibiting in novel mancuvres
the zig-zag type of his own conduct. He then
spoke of the confidence which had been the topic
of discussion, and he laid it down as an invariable
maxim in the constitution, that no money should be
called for, and taken out of the pockets of the
_people, without stating the positive nse to which it
was to be applied. 3

The debate was adjourned to the following day, when Mr. Whit-
bread's motion was rejected, by 244 egeinst 116. :
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MARrcH 26.
ROYAL BURGHS OF SCOTLAND.

Mr. SHERIDAN gave notice of his intention,
early after the Easter recess, to make a meotion for
u reform of the royal burghs of Scotland.

REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS OF WOODS
’ AND FORESTS.

The house having vesolved itself into a commiltee on this report,
Myr. Pitt observed that wpon the present occasion he wonid not trou-
ble gentlemen by entering into the particulars of the reports before
them ; every gentleman in the committee, ke said, must be fully con-
vinced of the necessity of the adoption of some measure for the pre-
seryufion and increase of timber for our navy: to that point ke should
call the @ttention of the commillee, and not fo any t{ing relative to
the crown lands, the final report on which had not yet been made.
In what he had to submit to the commitiee he should confine himself
to the report on the New Fovest in Hampshire. The first proposition
in the bill he should move for, would be to enable His Mujesty to
empoiwer the enclosing of 20,000 acres of lhe forest, for the growth
_ of timber, and o give powers lo the persons appointed for the said

purpose to throw open exmuch of the enclosure as might be sufficiently
grown, and to enclosc an equal quantity of the forest, for the pu
of ahways keeping 20,000 acres enclosed.  [Tn the bill also would be
a provision gp compensation to the persons who had a right of com-
mon in the forest, and that provision, which, he said, would be an
ample one, wasintended to be the confining of the deer, which His
Majesty had a right at present to let run throughout the whole
forest, to certuin parts. The second provision of the bill would
be to prevent infury to the timber ; and the third, for the presenta-
tion of periodical reports to parliament. He concluded by-moving,
that the chairman be divected to move the house for leave to bring in
a bill for the preservation and increuse of the timber in the New
Forest, &e. §e.

Mr, Sheridan lamented that the right honorable
gentleman had not gone more fully into his plan,
which, he said, would, in his opinion, prove to be a
‘matfer of great importance, and to which there
would be no inconsiderable objection, It was a
matier of regret, he said, that after seven years
employ, the commissioners had not been enabled to



C1792) - 405 |

make a final report on the crownlands, He had
hoped that such a report would have been ready ;..
and that the right honorable gentleinan’s proposi-
tion of that day would have been on= great scheme
for the public benefit. In his expectation, however,
he had been deceived ; he would not, nevertheless,
upon the present occasion; trouble gentlemen far-
ther than he had done, but reserved himself to the
production of the bill.

The question was put and carried.

APRIL 4,
LOTTERY BILL.

The order of the day being read for committing that Lill to a
committee of the whole house,

Mr. SHERIDAN said, he had omitted no one
opportunity, since he had enjoyed the honor of a .
seat in that house, of opposing lotteries; howevery
the subject had been so fully discussed, and so ably
argued, that he should not have spoken upon it at
atl, but from what bad fallen from the right honor-
able gentlemen. He had expected, Mr. Sheridan
said, the right honorable gentleman would have
sat silent and abashed, conscious that he could not
advance a single argument in favar of a practice
so destructive and mischievous, as raising revenue
by lotteries. The right honorable gentleman, from
what he had said, seemed to think the wisest way
to get rid of this evil was by degrees. On the
contrary, Mr. Sheridan said, he was for an imme-
diate, not a gradual, abolition of lottertes. The
right honorable gentleman had said, the drawing
could not be shorter than usual, because the bargain
was struck ; he agreed with the right honorable
gentleman that they must keep to their bargain ;
but was not what the right honorable gentleman
had said, an argument against having any lottery
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atall? The honorable gentleman (Mr. Rose) Mr.
Sheridan observed, had said, if we had no lottery,
“Ireland would have one ;—did not every body know
that a lottery in Ireland was not 3 measure moved
by an indifferent member of the Irish house of
commons, jumping up and proposing a lottery, but
was a measure of the government ; and if the Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer of Ireland did not move a
lottery as a part of the finance of the year, the
government of Ireland would institute no lottery
there? The whole, it was well known, depended
on the government here. The minister said that
all the measures of, the ways and means were al-
ready brought forward ;—that was very true; but
the house was not bound to give him discretionary
power over things that appeared unwise; for his
part, it should be remembered, that he at the open-
ing of the business had objected to this very mea-
sure. If the minister must have a discretionary
ower over 300,000/, Mr. Sheridan declared it to
te bis opinion, that the better way would be for the
house to vote him that sum of money to be raised
on exchequer bills; and in the mean time the lot-
tery bill to be sudpended, until an inquiry should be
had into all the abases which had been already so
well described. Here Mr. Sheridan recounted
many of the evils of the lottery, as they came to
his knowledge, when on a commiltee wpon that
subject. At first they pawned ornaments and su-
uities—then farniture, that could most easily be
spared—and last, came their beds, implements and
tools of trade—the very c of their children’s
shoes, and the very cloaths of the cradle. He be-
lieved there was not any thing in this metropolis,
that gave such pangs of affliction to the buman
heart, as the lottery. In short, the pawnbroker
had declared, be was at last ashamed of bis pro-
fession, from the wretchedness it enabled him to
witness. Mr. Sheridan, on the whole of these con-
siderations, advised the giving up of the lottery
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altogether; and said, the' profits mlght be supplied

by the Chancellor of the Exchequer issuing exches
quer bills to the _amount_of 300,000/, he hoped
therefore the blll would at least be suspended for.
the present, P

The motion. for the S caker leaving the chair was pit md carried,
and the bill connmtttdp

/

END OF VOL. II.
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