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PREFACE. 

OF late years Russia has attracted more and 

more of the attention of El1gland and the civilised 

world. This attention is the more significant. as . . 
its object is not now, as formerly, only the Govern-

ment. That which engages it is the country itself, 

i.e., the people. )\lany publications on Russia, 

multitudes of translations from Russian novelists, 

are a clear proof of this. 

I hope, therefore, that I need not explain the 

reasons that have urged me to undertake this 

work. I have tried, as much a.!! possible, to bring 

it within the reach of the general public by making 

it as brief. as possible, and at the same time 

sufficiently thorough and serious for the reader 

to study in it Russia :is a whole. . 
Russia as a social organism is my subject. I 

aim at describing political and social Russia just 

as it is, with its infinite territories, peopled by 
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millions of peasants, uncultured but. full of sympa

thetic qualities; with its oddly organised classes; 

with its intel/iguentia, that martyr of its historic 

mission; with its political problems, so mysterious, 
. . 

so involved. I see before me this land that C'auses 

so much suffering to those who love her,. and yet 

knows how to attach them to her so strongly that 

no sufferings on her behalf terrify them. I am 

thinking of the poet's cry: 

U Poor and rich, 
Powerful and powerless, 
Oh, Mother Russia!" 

\ViII this image rise to the eyes of my reader? 

It is for him to answer the question. 

An indispensable explanation is yet necessary. 

Not knowing enough French to write in that 

tongue, I wrou: the work in Russian, and then 

translated it with the help of my friend, M. Albert 

Savine. I made a literal translation: M. Savine 

gave to this translation a literary style. Thus 

the purely literary form of the book belongs 

to his able pen. I may add that I have always 

been struck with the refinement of M. Savine's 

taste; and although he does not know Russian, I 

find he has rendered admirably the finest shades 

of meaning in my text, a task the more difficult 



l'REFACE. v 

as my i<;!eas often, by his own confession, go far 

beyond, and sometimes are in opposition to, his. 

Moreover, my book owes to M. Albert Savine 

certain slight alterations in the arrangement of the 

chapters, etc. Finally, and most important, lowe 

to M. S;rvine many hints as to the side of Russian 

life most likely to interest the general public. If, 

therefore, the reader finds this book answer in any 

way the questions he wants to ask about Russia, he 

will bear in mind that he owes this in a great 

measure to my collaborator. Without his help, 

the attainment of this end would have been very 

difficult for one addressing a public unknown to 

him and so different from the Russian audience to 

which he is accustomed. 

L. TI KJ-IOM I ROV. 
February, 1886. 

NOTE BY THE TRANSLATOR 

I HAVE tried to translate the work of Leo Tikhomirov 
accurately, but i would not wish to be understood as 
necessarily endorsing' every opinion expressed in it. 
Whilst in almost every case such an endorsement would 
be forthcoming, there are one or two instances in which 
his ideas, though not. I believe, going beyond mine, are 
to some extent in opposition to them. 

E.A 
VOL. L 



CONTENTS OF VOL. I. 

BOOK I. 

THE RUSSIAN EMPIRE AND RUSSIA. 

CHAP. I. Russia as a name in political geography, and 
the Russian nation.-Weakness and fragility of great 
empires. -The vitality of Russia.-Her manner of 
historical development.-This essentially the develop-

PAGE 

ment of her people 5 
CHAP: II. Population of Russia.-Population of Russian 

race.-Population of foreign race.-Slight influence of 
the latler.-Distribution of these populations • I [ 

CHAP. III. Finland.-Union on the basis ~f equality.
Its consequences.-Ancient Iibellies of Finland.
Moilus vivenili.-Strategic importance of Finland to 
Russia.-Why the Finlanders are growing uneasy [5 

CHAP. IV. Baltic provinces.-Importance of their ports 
to Russia.-Llthuanian race.-German conquerors.
Land question.-Stupid indifference of the Govern-
ment •. 23 

CHAP. V. Poland.-Polish and Russian population.-The 
Ukraine and White Russia Questions.-Historical.
Milioutine's ideas; his agrarian refonn.-Ties between 
Poland and true Russia.-Evil policy of the Govern-
ment. 29 

CHAP. VI. Bessarabia.-The Crimea.-The Caucasus and 
wi 



viii CONTENTS OF VOL. I. 

Georgia.-Annenia.-Policy-economic and police-
of the Government of such a nature as to involve the 

loss to Russia of their services . 

CHAP. VII. Turkestan.-Indigenous populations. - The 
Russian Government only knows how to conquer.

ConBict with England, commercial and-one of thes.e 
days-military • 

CHAP. VIII. National feeling in the Ukrnine.-CheVl· 

chenko and the NationaIists contempor.uy with him.
Popular aspirations.-The Nationalists do not salisry 

these.-Dragomanov and his inBuence. - Summary 

and conclusion • 

BOOK II. 

RUSSIAN RUSSIA. 

GERMA.'iS ASD JEWS. 

CHAP. I. Rossia considered physicaJly.-In8ueoce of its 
unity, of climate and soil on the unity of the Russian 
people.-Infiuence of the struggle for life on this unity. 
-Differences ... f provincial types.-The three great 

• 
PACE 

44 

• 
ss 

60 

Russian races • 67 
CHAP. II. Characteristic traits of these three races, as 

shown in their popa\ar songs and taIes.-Differences 

of~ . 72 
CHAP. III. The Cossacks.-Their part in history.-<>r

ganization of the Cossack "army.' -Policy of the 
Government in respect to the Cossacks.-Disconteut 
to .. hich this bas given rise among them 8S 

CHAP. IV. Germans and }e1r!L-Gennao p<eteDsions to 

have civilized Russia.-Great influence on RIISSian 
policy of the Germans of the Bahic.-German Iaboar 
colooies.-The part they have played in southern 

Russia.-The }ews.-Tbeir importance as part of the 



CONTENTS OF VOL. L IX 

PAGE 

people.-Their despised position.-Polish and Cau
casian J ews.-Rights of domicile.-Jews in the ad
ministration and in the schooIs.-Economic ,.01. of the 
Jews.-Their poverty and their plundering.-The 
Semitic question.-The means to its solution 

BOOK III. 

THE SOCIAL CLASSES IN RUSSIA.. 

THE PEOPLE. 

CRAP. I. The Tartar invasions have nipped in the bud 
the development of the germs of a landed aristocracy 

and oC a commercial c\ass.-Tbe ancient village in 
Russia.-The primitive mir.-Preponderating import
ance of the popular c\ass.-Their indirect action on 
authority.-In their eyes serfdom was only a transitory 
institution.-They connect serfdom rather with the 

93 

mi" the one asylum DC liberty • .107 

CHAP. II. What the ",i, is.-Russian villages: the izba .

the dror.-The "smok.-Organization DC Iabour.-Ad
ministration of the mi,.-The Assembli&-Woman's 
rights.-Administrative control-Division of the soil 
-Communal Iabour.-Why the sharing of land came 
to an end-Its renewal 115 

CHAP. Ill. The cIan.-Early agriculture and markets.
Individual property.-The wIost.-Whowere the land
owners 1-The family commune.-The Cractioual com
mune.-Origin of the ",ir.-The ttAduerlniks.-Illus
trations.-The commune oC the .. i,.-Mobility of the 
population.-Development of self-governmenL-lllus
trarions.-In8uence of Coreign e1ements.-The average 
of the commune family and of the individual family.
ln8uence of the GovemmenL - Demands of the 
peasants.-Sommary • '30 



x COriTENTS OF VOL. i. 

CHAP. IV. The ndr contrasted with the political system 
of the country.-Na'vde of popular ideas:-Confusion 
of effects due to physical phenomena with those due 
to political..,...Illustrations from travdlers' observations 
and popular tradition.-Belief in sorcerers. - The 
legend of emancipation.-Contempt for human dignity. 

PAGE 

-The Great Family of old '74 
CHAP. V. . The people take part in the moral mov.ment. 

-The Schism: its causes and eff.cts.-The sectaries: 
their rOle in Russia itself.-The action of Europe.-
The educated classes draw near the people.-Tolstoi 

ministry; Russian schools.-The "otkhoJi~ promysly t 
their importance in the life of the Russian people.
Disappearance of the" ancient family."-Family par
titions 

BOOK IV. 

THE SOCIAL CLASSES . 

• THE CLERGV, NOBILITY, BOURGEOiSIE. 

CHAP. I. Is thert any other organic force in Russia than 
the people and the tzar 1-The Muscovite autocracy, 
and its part in history.-Its degeneration into tyranny. 
-The tzars try to concentrate around them tbe upper 

,S8 

classes, tamed • zoS 
CHAP. IL The Russian clergy.-Church organization.

The part played by our clergy as police.-Black and 
white clergy.-Tyranny of tbe black clergy.-Absence 
of moral inOuence. - Persecution of the raskol
Tolstoi's clergy.-Nihilism carries off the fto .. er of 
the ecclesiastical yonth. - Th,e real clergy aDd the 

imperial policy • ZI S 
CHAP. IlL The old princely aristocracy. - The Russian 

nobility.-"lneir reinforcement from the pk6L-The 



CONTENTS OF VOL. I. 

tchin.-General effeteness of the nobility.-Ancient 
privileges and serfdom.-The hortors of serfdom.-Serf 
revolts.-The nobility's function as civilizer.-Intro
duction into Russia of the ideas of Western Europe. 
-The nobility and the ukase of emancipation.-What 

Xl 

PAG& 

they ought to QO, and what they do.-Lil;>eral nobility. .25 

CHAP. IV. The bourglOisk.-Bourgtoisit Of the town·s.
Russian capitalism.-No ibird estate in Russia.-Primi
tive accumulation.-Frauds and thefts the source of 
fortunes.-Business jobbers.-The village bourgtoisi.: 

koulaks and miroiMs. 247 

BOOK V. 

ECONOMIC AND INDUSTRIAL RUSSIA. 

CHAP. I. Natural riches of Russia.-Its poverty from the 
point of view of effective products.-Total yearly pro 
duction.-Revenue per head.-State expenses.-Rapid 
growth of the population out of proportion to the in-

• crease in the national revenue.-Russian agriculture 
and industry, their backward position. .65 

CHAP. II. The Crimean War revealed to Russia her 
economic inferiority.-Emancipation of the serfs.
Government policy opposed to logic. - Agriculture 
tbe cbief economic force in Russia. - Large landed 
property.-Peasant .holdings.-Measures antagonistic 
to the extension of tbese last. - Buying-up specula-
tions.-The land crisis.-Exportation stationary. 271 

CHAP. III. Industry.-Action of Government in favour of 
large capita1.-Speculation.-Joint-stock companies.
Railroads.-Protectionist tariffs.-Trans-Caucasus and 
frontier questions.-Germans in Poland-Wonderful 
remedy proposed by Katkov.-Commercial balance 
&heet. 28. 



XII CONTENTS OF VOL. I. 

CHAP. IV. Stat~ finances.-Their condition.-State debt. 
-Deficit and lJlonetary crisis.-Depreciation of the 

PAGI 

rouble 29" 
CHAP. V. Democratic character of landed property.

Transmigration of the peasants.-Policy of the Govern· 
ment.-Local ·industries.-lnitiative oi the peasants. 
-Crisis in these industries. 296 

CHAP. VI. Material condition of the Russian people.
Budget of the well-to-do family and of the indigent.
Workmen's wages-Budget of the Muscovite peasants. 
-Food - Famine-bread - Growth of population.-
Births and deaths .. 306 


