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PREFACE. 

IN bringing before the public what 1 believe to be 
the first History of the Hanseatic League, it gives 
me pleasure to think that the impetus to write it 
came from the United States. The work was sug
gested to me by my valued friend, Mr. G. H. Putnam, 
of New York, a citizen of the country in which the 
principle of federation is best understood and most 
thoroughly carried out. The Hansa was one of the 
earliest representatives of that federal spirit which 
will, beyond doubt, some day help to solve many 
of the heavy and grievous problems with which we 
of the Old World are struggling ; but that day is 
not yet, and meantime we· have much to learn both 
from the successes and failures c1f the past. 

I have, of course, . assumed in my readers some 
knowledge of Germ'an History, such as they can 
derive from Professor Bryce's inimitable "Holy 
Roman Empire," or from Baring-Gould's" Story of 
Germany," one of the earlier volumes of this series. 

In conclusion, I desire to express my very cordial 
thanks to Dr. Otto Benecke, Keeper of the State 
Archives of the city of Hamlftlrg, and to my uncle, 



. viii PREFACE. 

Dr. Carl Leo, Syndic of the same town, for the 
generosity with which they have accorded me valu
able assistance in the preparation of this volume. I 
have further to thank Miss L. Toulmin Smith for 
help in revision of the MS., and for many useful 
suggestions. To my sister, Miss Alice Zimmern, 
and to Dr. Richard Garnett, of the British Museum, 
I am indebted for aid in proof-reading . 

• HELEN ZIMMERN. 
FLORENCE, 

Mard, I, 1839-
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