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PREFACE 

OF THE SP L'\ISH EDITORS . . 

W DJ!!r we undertook to superrise the "History of the 
Dominion of the Arab. in Spain," we were far from 
apprehending that the Second Y olume, now about to be 
laid before the reader, would not make its appearance 
during the lifetime of ita Author: yet so has it been 
determined in the decree. of an All-wise Providence. By 
hi. death the difficulties of our undertaking have been 
greatly increased; for although it is true t'hat the work 
waa completed, yet the last ameliorating touche. had not 
been given to it bl the hand of the Author. And 'Who shall 
lupply his place P-the place of Conde-profoundly imbued 8. he 11"&8 with the mOIlt intimate and minute knowledge of 
hit. subject: ~·ho.hall adequately perform ,the task 'Which 
he has left uU8l"eomplished P From hie extenalye and varied 
erudition, not onIl had we the right to expect the utmost 
exactitude, but even new lights thrown on every point not 
fully elucidated, as the pages went once more through 
his hands. But we are deprived of these advantages, and 
cannot but be conscious that the remaining 'Volumes of our 
work mUt!t greatly BUft'er from that privation. 

We have, nevertheless, done what in us lay to prevent 
the just expectatione of the public from being disappointed; 
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. and as regards the two last volumes in particular, have con
sulted the most respected authorities among Chronologists 
for the verification of such dates as have been leil; undeter
mined by our lamented author. We are, nevertheless, com
pelled to entreat the indulgence of the reader, who will, as 
we hope, be the more disposed to grant us so much, when 
assured that the highest authorities in the origmall\ISS. 
used by Conde himself have been followed with religious 
exactitude. 

When proceeding to give the Chronological Series of the 
Arab Sovereigns, we found ourselves in a labyrinth from 
which there could have been little hope of a fortunate issue, 
had not our !.uthor }6fI; us certain intimations, which, 
although but incomplcte, have yet enabled us to add that 
Seri~s to the present volume. We "have furthelWore com
pared it with the List given by Masdeu in the fifteenth 
volume of his work; but the. number of names and appella
tions be~towed on each monarch, with the fact that.these 
names are frequently applied with numerous variations, have 
much increased the difliculty of .verification, and rendered 
the danger of error much more imminent. To the learned 
reader we are,therefore, compelled to refer the rectification 
of mistakes necessarily arising in 1\ question so inextricahly 
complicated, and we repeat the expression of our hope that 
the efforts we have made will secure his ind·ulgence. 

Maaria, 1820. 
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