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P REF-AOE.. 

TB • ..rork of the celebrated ~torian Conde, however well 
bOWD to the student of Spanish literature, has not before 
been presented to the English reader: • lacmia in our litera
ture which the present translation iB intended to supply. 

The first volume of the original work 'Wall published at 
Madrid early in 1820, and had the advantage ·of the 
Author's superintendence; but before the secOnd could be 
giren to the public, death had removed him from the sCene 
of hiB laboura, and deprived the world of one of its most 
distinguished literary ornaments. ~ 

Three yearn after the appearance of the concluding 
volume (1821), a German translation 11"88 made by Hen 
Karl Kutschmaim, Captain in the aerrice of the Grand 
Duke of Baden, which, though Dot exhibiting the learning 
and reeeaich BO often brought by the Germans to the 
elucidation of their text, iB very faithfully performed. 

A French trazWation, or rather rif'acimento of the work, 
by M. de MarIes, was published, Paris, 1825, but BO trane
posed, and otherwise altered, as IlCU'Cely to be recognisable. 
Indeed, M. de Maries requests thai hie 1I"ork may neither be 
called • translation nor a aervile imitation, but "a com
plete Hisklry," founded on Conde'e materials, and com-
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~leted from other Bources. All that i!! valuable, however, 
in the book belongs to Conde, including much of wh8.t, by 
;ransposiiion, iB assumed to be new; while the matter added 
trom other Bources is irrelevant, or taken from printed 
works, such as Ferreras, Garibay, &c., which were quite as 
Iccessible tp, Conde as to M. de MarIes, had he deemed them 
)f value. 

On the admirable manner in which the learned and 
~onscientious Author completed 'his, work, it is not ne
~essary here to dilate. He frequently allows the Arabian 
writers to speak for themselves, and with BO felicitous 
in effect, that the reader may almost hear the voices of the 
speake;s, conducting him to the land of the patriarchs. He 
iJ.as by this means imparted infinite life and ,vigour to his 
story, many parts of which are more exciting, in the litem 
realities of their mournful interest, than the most success
rul inventions of. romance; while the manner of their nar
~ation is not unfrequently invested with great beauty, 
:lignity, and melody of diction. 
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PREFACE OF THE AUTHOR. 

A RonT of fatality, attaching itself t() human affairs, would 
.eem to command that in the relation of historical events 
those of the highest importance should descend to·posSe.riti 
only through the justly suspected channels of narratlons 
written by the conquering parties. The mutation of em
pires, the most momentous revolutions, and the overthrow 
of the most renowned dynasties, seem all to be liable to . 
thia disadvantage: it was by the Romans that the history 
of tht'ir own aggrandizement waH written; the narration of 
their rivalry and sanguinary wars with the Carthaginian! haa 
come down to UB from themselvell; or if Greek writera have 
also treated the IlUbject, these men were the tribut&ries and 
dependents of Rome,-nor did they spare the flatteries best 
calculated to conciliate her favour. 

Scipio thus appears to us the most admirable of heroes, 
but is not that in part because the history of his life is the 

- work of his admirers and fl.atterera jl It is true that the 
Doble and illustrious Hannibal cannut look otherwise than 
great and glorioua even in the narratives of his mortal ene
mies, but if the implacable hatred and aggressive policy of 
Bome bad not commanded the destruction of all the Punic 
annals, the renowned African general would doubtless 
appear to us nnder an aspect differing much from that pre
sented b1 the ruthlesl barbarian, df!acribed by !.ivy and 
accepted by his readera as the portrait of Hannibal. The 
celebrated warrior, our Cid Ruy Diaz, does not make the 
Bame figure in the works of Arabian ~tera aa in the 
narratives of our own cbroniclera: in the latter, humane 

VoL. I. B 
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as valiant, he is described as receiving and protecting the 
fallen Gafo, whom he carries out of the press and beyond 
the reach of danger on his own shoulders; while in the 
Arabian annals, perfidious as cruel, he is represented 88 burn
ing alive the Governor of Valencia, although that general 
had laid down his arms, or 88 violating all his promises and 
trampling the most sacred compacts beneath his feet .. 

But a sound and just discrimination forbids us to content 
ourselves with the testimony of one side only; this requires 
that we compare the relatIons of both parties with caretw. 
impq,rtiality, and commands us to cite them with no other 
purpose than that of discovering the truth. 

It is with these convictions, and in the spirit of these 
demands, that I devote myself to the task ot describing the 
DominatiOA of the Arabs in Spain, compiling it from Arabian 
memorials and writings in such sort that those documents 
may 1>e read as they were written, and that all may see how 
their authors have themselves related the events of that 
memorable epoch. . 

And here I may with truth affirm that to this my work 
I have given all the study and care of which I am capable; 
I have refused no kind of labour, have taken pains to over
come all the difficulties presenting themselves, and have 
sedulously availed· myself of every facility and assistance 
that could be obtained. Nor have my utmost care and 
persistence been more than sufficient for the purpose, since 
it was no light labour fully to ascertain and clearly to describe 
the first origin of the great nation whose deeds are here 
in question, placing all events in their due order of time; 
neither was it an easy task to make manifest the cou,rsc. of 
its progress, to relate its vast conquests and important 

. actions, to depict its customs and manners, with the degree 
of cultivation to which it gradually attained; or, at a word, 
to set forth in simplicity and sincerity the various and 
complicated changes occurring in the long series of 800 
years •. To arrange, events thus numerous and diversified, 
gathering them from conflicting authorities, and comparing 
the relations of all, to arrive at a fair amount of certitude 
amidst the discordance of chroniclers and historians, and to 
gain the true point of view where so much uncertainty pre
vailed, was a painful and arduollS labour, more especially 

4 
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when we add to this that all these things were next to be 
translated from the Arabian into our Castilian tongue, and 
that it was not from written books, correct and legible, ana 
whence the information they may comprise is to be readily 
obtained, that the facts were to be derived, but frJm ancient 
and often much injured manuscripts. Yet, without the 
endurance of the fatigue co.equent on this state of things, 
it was not possible to place events in their true order, nor 
could the'circumstancell be related as they occurred, without 
the light cast upon them by the Axabian authorities here 
laid before the reader. 

During ages when the most profound ignorance reigned 
in Europe, and when the higher orders of the clergy alone 
were there capable of reading, the Axabians, those of the 
East as well as of Africa and Spain, had already acquired 
much learning: thili truth was well known to the king, ~ 
Don Alfonso the Wise, and was early acknowledged by that 
monarch, when, in the year 1254, he commanded the estab
lishment of Ichools in Seville, and made the Latin and 
Arabic a portion of the studies to be pursued therein. To 
this great lovereign we owe many valnable translations from 
Arabian wurkll, but these were for the most part astronomical 
treatil5ell, written according to the taste of that age, with 
lorne few on the &cienees of Medicine and Chemistry: the 
period influenced by Alphonso was followed, moreover, by 
unhappy timel of ignorance, during which all better things 
were disregarded; the Arabian learning was then no more 
held in esteem, nor until the restoration of letters in Europe 
did any man think of gathering its precious remains. 

It may be lafely inferred that the libmrie. of Spain nlDst 
have been more especially rich in the best MSS. of thiIJ lan
gua.ge, since they had. not only ample opportunity for pro
cunng such at the time of the Conquest of Granada, but 
had further more occasion. for increasing those storea at 
Tuuill, as well as by the occupation of Oran, Ceuta, and 
other cities of ACrica. But m those day. the lIame and 
literature of the Arabian. were alike Objectl of contempt, 
and the sin£tUlarly erroneous opinion of tLe period, accord. 
ing to whiCh every Arabian writing·waa held to be the 
Koran or Book of MUBBulman arran and superstition., 
C8W!ed all to be condemned without examination; thus, 



4 PREFAOE OF THE AUTHOR, 

thousands of volumes were cast into the fire and consumed, 
notwithstanding all the efforts of the Moors to conceal and 
trallsport them into Africa before the destroyers could lay 
hauds on those treasures.' . 

Leo Africanus informs us that he had himself dwelt in 
Algiers, in the house of a Commissioner of that city, by 
whom no less than 3000 boo~ belonging to the Moors of 
Granada had been saved from destruction; and although 
,these losses were to some extent repaired in the reign of 
Philip III., by the capture of a ship wherein was found the 
library as well as wardrobe of ?tIuley Zidan. Prince of Mo
rocco, yet the fatality by which letters are persecuted did so 
mightily prevail, that in the year 1671, a conflagration broke 
forth in the Escurial, by which were c.onsumed more than 
8,000 volumes, the greater portion of th.em Arabian. This 
was an irremediable loss, since it is well known that, after the 
expulsion of the Arabs from Spain, their literature constantly 
degenerated; nay, it has continued to do so, until they have 
at length arrived at the deplorable ignorance into which are 
now sunk, not those of Africa only, but of the Orient also: 
their only ·good and valuable works are those of old times, 
,ut the copies of these books are not now multiplied as in 

the days when learning flourished among the Arabians, and 
the originals are unhappily perishing. . 

It is true that the library of the Escilrial, notwithstanding 
the calamities which it has suffered, still retains magnificent 
remains of its former greatness: but the most valuable and 
important works. have been more or less injured and are 
incomplete. Nor is this loss likely to be for the present 
repaired, seeing that there is now a total absence of all the 
attention and care required to promote the study of Arabian 
literature, useful and even, needful as it is for the illus
tration of our history and geographr, while the knowledge 
of that literature is absolutely indllipensable to a correct 
appreciation of the genius of our own language, and 'throws 
light on the origin of many among its richest and most 
elegant forms of speech. Unhappily the opportunities 
which have presented themselves, for obtaining Arabian 
MSS. have not at any time been turned to account, al
though many rich treasures might frequently have been 
procured, in those par~8 of Africa where they now lie for-
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gotten, together with the works of our own And~lu~ian 
writers, also conveyed thither, where all are now penehmg, 
di8ret7llrded Rnd unappreciated by their barbarous possessors. 
On this point we have certainly been far from equalling the 
learned men of Hollanj, France, and England, who hllve 
been careful to bring from the East and from Africa what
ever }ISS. they could procure,-thus increasing their lit~
rary wealth by an addition which now forms one of the 
principal ornaments of their Libraries. 

But without insisting further on this subject, it ill cer
tain that for mv purp08e the con8ultation of 8uch memorials 
as have been lei~ to us by the Arabic writers was indispen
liable. 'I'he little we yet know of the extended dominion 
exercised by that nation on the soil of Spain, is taken from 
the 8uperficial notices of our ancient Spanish chroniclers; 
but these writers are not only disfigured by the extreme 
rudenesl of their style, as well a8 by their excessive brevity 
anli Iamentahle inexactitude, but have also been so much'in
jured by time as rarely to have reached us until reduced 
to a condition which leaves them deplorably incompl~te. 
Even in things relating to ourselves they are frequently 
obllcure, while the little they contain respecting the Arabs 
is deformed by every kind of confusion and misrepresen
tation. We have also to remember that their relations 
are the doubtful narratives of enemies writing at a time 
when the hatred existing on both sides was at its utmost 
inten8ity of violence; when no other communication but 
the terrible and .anguinary shock of arms was held between 
the conflicting. parties, and when, in the ever-dete8ted domi
nation of the Arab., our writers beheld, and could behold, 
nothing more than the abhorred preponderance- of its 
tyrants. 

Thence it is that we find so many false,misrepresented,or at 
the least imperfectly developed relations, contaminating and 
ob8curing our history in this highly important part; 'and 
thence ari8es the belief most commonly entertained that the 
Moors, whl'n they entered Spain, arrived in hordes innume
rable,-not as brave and fortunate warriors, but as fierce, cruel 
barbarians, without culture and without order; a mere troop
of savages, delivering all things to fire and the sword, piti
less and inhuman to both sexes and every age; destroying 
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whatever they found in their path, and leaving no one stone 
upon another in the hapless towns they subdued. At a 
word, that Christianity fled in dismay before the aspect of 
these Barbarians, and that they left no traces behind them 
but those of horror, desolation, and death. 

These opinions, the consequence of that terror, to which 
the rapid and overwhelming conquests of the Arabs in 
Persia, Syria, Egypt, Africa, and Spain, with the excesses 
of their sanguinary irruptions into Gaul, had given birth, were 

-rendered firm convictions by traditions current in those dark 
and barbarous timel.', and were constantly perpetuated by 
the repetition of those fablcs. Much more clearly, and, in
deed, as they truly occurred, are those events related in the 
ancient writings of the Arabs themselves': whence we dis
cover with certainty in what manner it was that an army of 
fll.natical warriors entered Andalusia, passed over and totally 
ravaged the ill-guarded fields of Lusltania, and, defeating a 
numerous army of badly prepared Goths, quickly Ilubjugated 
the whole dominion of Spain. 

But the conditions imposed on the conquered nation were 
Iluch that the people found consolation rather than oppres
sion in the presence of the conquerors; and when they com
pared their then fate with that which they had previously en
dured, could not fail to consider the change a fortunate one. 
The free exercise of their religion, a careful preservation of 
their churches from all injury, the security of their persons, 
with the unimpeded enjoymcnt of their goods and posses
sions,-such were thE! first. returns which they received for 
their submission to the stranger, and for the tribute (a very 
moderate one) which they paid to their victors. But there 
was yet more: the fidelity of the Arabs in maintaiuing their 
promises, the equal-handed justice which they administered 
to all classes, without distinction of any kind, secured them 
the confidence of the people in generaJ., as well as of those 
who held closer intercourse with them: and not only in these 
particulars, but also in generosity of mind, and in amenitl of 
manner,and in the hospitality of their customs, the ArabIans 
were distinguished above all other people of those times. 

And now, since history is the practical teacher of man, it 
is certain that we are bound carefully to respect the truth in 
her pages, and to refrain from disfiguring them by f"alBehoods 

1I 
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and calumnies. Impartiality is the first requisite of the 
historian; fol' without this quality what faith ~his re
lations merit P It is not my wish to depreciate the worth 
or utility of luch works as have preceded this which I now 
publish: I prop0a8 only to show that, as respects the period 
of the Arab rule, those we. have hitherto obtained do not 
alford U8 much assistance. 

Tbe Chronicle of Isidore of Beja, known as the sole con
temporary reoord~g theamvalof the Arabs, and their 
first conquests in Spain, is all that we now possess in that 
kind. This Chromcle is, moreover, of closely limited ex
tent, it embraoee but. short period of time- and a1?ounds in 
errors. The names of the first Emirs who commanded the 
Arabian forcea on their entrance into Spain, form the princi
pal part of the information it affords, and even these are 
rarely given correctly, nor doelt the list of them ex.tend ba
yond the 7tb year of Jusef el Fehri's command, the year of 
our Lord 75i, that is to sav: it is true that if the other 
worb, which this apparently industrious writer declares him
Beif to have produced, had not 1mhappily been lost, the 
history of that calamitous period might not hDve remained 
quite 80 obscure .. this fragment leavee it ; yet in the little 
which he baa said, although the manner is.not so rude and 
Wltsught u that of hill successors, he proves himself nevel"
thelelll to be sufficiently inexact, and is, besides, much too 
declamatory in style for the calm relation ofhiatorical event.: 
the exaggerations of Isidart' of Beja are, moreover, manifest; 
and he preeents few clear ideaa respecting the policy and 
government of the Arab conquerors. 

Those who followed Isidore ofBeja, though they copied his 
work, yet did 80 with but little exactitude; and in what they 
added of their own times they displayed even less care and 
diligence than himseU; while they are still more concise, 
more impaasioned, and more uncultivated than he. Among 
these writers, the best known and most accredited are 
Sebastian, called of Salamanca, to whom is attributed .the 
Chronicle which descend. to the year of Christ 886; and the 
Monk Vigila, who added the Chronicle of Abeldum,twhich 
eomes down to the year 973 I to this BUCCeeds the phronicle 

• A period of lorty.folD'11&1'11 only.-TJWfSLAl'OlI. 
t Cronioon AbeldeDse. . 
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of Sampiro the Asturian, :who continues his relation to the 
year 982; after which there. follows that byPeIagius of 
Oviedo, which closes with the/ear 1109. 

In all these works we fin but very slight notices of 
matters concerning tbe Arabs; a short allusion to some battle, 
for example, or to the breaking of a truce, with the incor
rectly-given name of some leader,-but all dark, obscure, 
.and msu:fficient. Nor let anyone hope here to obtain the 
true series of the Mosleman sovereigns,-to say nothing 
of their government aild manners, no trace of which he 
will discover in these writers. 

The Annals of Complutum41 come down to the year 1119, 
those of Compostella to 1~48, and the Toledan Chronicle to 
1290; but all are exceedingly rude, repulsively dry, and so ' 
concise that they merit no better name than mere notices, 
giving intimation of the year and day when some batfe· 
was fought, or when some· other event of like charactlr 
took place. The most important are dismissed with two 
words: the battle, for example, which the Arabs call 
that of Zalaca, from the name of the place, near Badajoz, 
where it was fought-a most important and sanguinary con
flict, in which our King, Altonso the Sixth, contended with the 
whole assembled might of all the Arabian chiefs and rulers 
in Spain, reinforced by such aids as were sent· to them by 
the Almoravidan M;oors, whose auxiliaries had arrived frOin 
Africa to their assistance: this battle,! say,is described in the 
following words :-" In Era 1124,. Die ~ 10 Kal. Novemhria, 
die SS. Servandi et Germa1li,/uit illa a"ancada in Badllzo, 
id eat Sacraliaa, et fuit rvptUB Re:ll DomnUB .Jdef01l8U8." So 
far the Compluternian Annals. Those of Compostella 
say, - "Era 1124, fuit illa die Badajoz; while the 
Toledanhave the account as thus,-" In 1124 the Moon 
did utterly defeat the King Don Alonso at Zagalla." 

From these Chronicles, and from certain· Arabic writers, 
Don Rui Ximenes, Archbishop of T<;Iledo, compiled his 
History of the Arabs, the first intelligible account which 
Europe had received of that renowned Eastern people, and 
which was written in Latin. This learned prelate lived 
among the Muzarabians,t by whom ~he Arabic tongue was 

• Or of Alcal~ de Henare.,. 
t This ;lame was long gireD to the inhabitanta of Toledo, who, after 
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commonly used; and the Archbishop spoke it 88 familiarly 
88 his own. But although the work of Don Rui Ximene8 
ill oC considerable merit, it does Dot exhibit 8ufficient pre
cision and clearne811 88 to the Arabic Dynasties of Spain, nor 
does it extend beyond the year of the Hegira 539, or that of 
Chriilt 1140. Neither did this writer correctly compute the 
years oC tbe Christian era, 88 compared with the lunar 
years of the Arabian calendar,-an error which bas led many 
of the writers on out' History into serious .mistakes; 
among otber deCects in dates of importance is that wbich 
places tbe entrance of tbe Arabs into Spain in the year 713, 
while the battle of Xeres has in like manner been described 
.. fought in Nov. 714.· . ' 
, Tbe History called that of the Moor:Rasis or Razif, and 
which is believed to have been translated from the Arabic by 
Maestro Muhamed and Gil Perez, a priest, at the command 
of tbe King, Don Donis, or Dionisius, of Portugal, is but a 
'Irl'eicbed compilation from tbe barbarous old chronicles 
bef~ alluded to, with BOme few notices taken from Arabian 
works of no authority. Full oC errors and ridiculous fables, 
this bQok yet merita BOme little consideration for the 
geographical details contained therein, seeing that theile, 
although very defective, do neverthele811 supply a certain 
amount of information on that subject: for the rest it has 
no value: incorrect 88 to mattc'lr, rude in manner, and 
barbarou. in style, it gives little more than the DaHle8 of 
lOme few K~gll of CordovL or a reign of fifty years, re
nowned 88 W88 thld of Abderrabman the Third, for example, 
thia book records merely that" He reigned fifty years, wasvery 
fortunate in his. actions, left BOils and daughters, and W88 

chosen King by command of Amirabomelin." Of this dry 
and inexact account, moreover, they do not give more tban 
to the period of the BOD of that Abderrabman, or to the 
year of the Arabic computation, 366. 

Under the lWDe and authority of the historian:ua Ben 

&hal cit,. .had capit~ to the Mabs in ,the year '111.-01'. as other 
~pn~olUl make I&, 714, and nen 752,-li"ed in perCed; harmony 
mth their MWlIIulmau eonqneront; nor did any diJrerence on the subjec' 
of their respective ~. ,",III' ariae bet_ &hem. Anthors diJrer .. 
to the eue& deri""tion of the word M1UIUIObiaD, but into the dftaila 01 
Ulm opiniou we do DOl here en&er.-7IW1BUroL 
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Ahmed Barif, who certainly wrote a history of Spain citea 
by numerous ,Arabic authors, not a few fabulous narra
tives have become incorporated with the Castilian Chronicles. 

The work entitled the Chronicle General is without doubt 
full of excellent matter; itabounds in very noble descriptions, 
and highly admirable thoughts ; in my opinion itis by much the 
most elegant and refined of all that can be found in the Spllllish 
tongue relating to those times; but it has, nevertheless, many 
absurd fables respecting the Jews and Moors; and although 
the wise King Don Alfonso affirms that he had caused this 
book to be composed after having gathered all the ancient 
writings and all the chronicles, all the histories in Latin, 
and those in Hebrew anfi in the .Arabie, which had previously 
been lost and lay in forgetfulness, yet. the matter was but 
little ameliorated by all that care, nor was the history of 
our Arabs rendered materially clearer or better known by 
those labours. 

The same result and no better was obtained in respect 
to those chronicles of particular places, which were com
piled in the time of Don Alfonso the Eleventh; nor can we 
say more of the works referring to a later period, wherein 
there is, besides, but little which does not concern our own 
monarchs. The information respecting the Moors to be 
found in these works amounts in fact to nothing of any 
moment. 

All the succeeding historians, even the best and most 
learned, have failed to amend this part of our history-a 
circumstance which has doubtless arisen from their want of 
acquaintance with .Arabian literature, without which it Wll8 

iml?ossible for them to do anything more than copy the little 
which had been related by older writers, and offer con
j~s of their own; which is no better than groping in 
darkness. The absurd fables published under the title of 
a Translation of the History of Tarif Aben Tarie, by the 
Morisca, Miguel de Luna, does not merit even the most 
cursory mention, seeing that the impudent assumption of 
that pretender did but serve to prov~ his profound ignorance 
of the subject which he presumed to handle, and to set forih 
the extent of his literary dishonesty. 

Yet what I have said here is not intended unduly to 
exalt the Arabic write., any more than to depreciate those 
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of o~ own nation: I desire only to establish the truth, 
and, leeking earnestly to be rigidly impartial, will now give 
my opinion with equal frankness as to the merits of the 
former, as I have just done respecting the latter. 

The Arabs have always had writers in great numbers, 
and in this respect have never been exceeded,by the most 
highly cultivated nations, ancient Qr modern; but if, after 
their belt times, and when they confined themselves princi
pally to mere love Bongs, poems, adventures of various 
kind a, and deeds of arm~ (until they betook themselves to 
the study of the physical sciences, and translated all the use
ful worke written ou that lubject in Greece),-if, I say, they 
had at that period devoted their lefsure with equal energy 
to the reading and translation of the Greek arid Latin 
histories, they might have ended by imitating the excellent 
example set them by both those nations; and at this 
moment, instead of absurd and puerile biographers, dry 
annalists, and ridiculou8 narrators of tradition, pompous of 
manner, and immoderately ornate in style, the world might 
have been eDriched by the labours of good historians, since 
the Arabians yield to no people of the earth, whether in 
genius o~ the gracea of langusge. ' 

Hadgi Chalfa enumeratea more than 1200 historians in bis 
" Biblioteca, or Library of the East;" but the greater part 
of theae writers are mere abbreviators of, or compilers 
from, some ten or twelve principal authors; and as even 
these were Dot altogether free from errors, the moderns, 
wanting critical knowledge, and unacquainted with the lawa, 
manners, and customs of ancient nations, have copied these 
faultll without consideration; p08aessin~ much less learning 
than their authorities, and having lesa mclination than they 
to treat of national antiquities. They have thus propa
gated an amount of fable which givea much cause for d~ubt, 
a.nd Cl'elltel infinite confusion among the critics of later 
times. ' 
S~e of the Arab autnor&--68 for example Aben Ishak 

Taban, Aben Omar El Wakedi, El Mesaudi, Seif Alezdi, 
Ab~n K~lbi, N~vaU:i. and others, treat of many Nationll in 
thell' vanous Histones, as well as of ditferent Epocha. Others 
con.tine the~se1vell to one. particular people and to a given 
p~od i while others, agam, restrict their labours to matterll 
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concerning their own country and contemporaries. Thus 
Aben Regig or Rechic limits his work to the history of 
Africa ; and Aben Hayan, the best historian of Spanish 
affairs, also contents himself with that 8ubjet't, or more 
especially with the rule of the Omeyan sovereigns in Cordova. 
The numerous writers who have followed those above-named 
have done nothing better than copy their works, each after his 
own manner, appropriating'the notices supplied by the older 
authors with more or les8 judgment and critical acumen: 
nay, not a few among them, yielding to au excessive desire 
for the marv,ellous, and unahle to content themselves with 
the repetition of ancient events as they found them, have 
presented the accounts of the more authentic historian, en
riched with circumstances of their own invention; thus fill
ing what should be History with the deformities of fiction. 
Some of these writers have even carried this mania to such 
excess as to misstate tile purport and corrupt the relation of 
events of which they were themselves eye-witnesses, and in 
which they were to a certain degree participant. 

But the literary taste and habit most widely prevalent 
among the Ara.bians was that of epitomising their ancient 
authors, historians as well as geographers,-insomuch that 
they have for the most part reduced both history and geo
graphy to a kind of skeleton, presenting nothing more than 
the mere names of kings and people, with the dates of 

. certain events, most of which ,have but slight importance or 
are altogether irrelevant to the purpose in hand, while they 
have in other parts exhibited a needless prolixity, even to, 
the enumeration of the hours during which some prince may 
have lived or reigned, and again have neglected to men
tion circumstances and events of the utmost interest and 
moment. 

The older A rabic writers are much more exact and conse
quent in their relations than are the moderns, all of whose 
narratives, with the exception of very few indt:ed, such as 
Abulfeda and Ben Chaledun, for example, want exactitude in 
the relation of events, beside that they are ill·connected and 
unequal as to manner, being sometimes immoderately prolix 
and redunda.nt in description, a.t others injudiciously concise. 
In those battles wherein- their party were victors, these 
writers are more especially minute, while the battles won by .. 
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their opponents are dismissed with two words, giving inti~ 
mation of nothing more than a fearful carnage. Such is for 
the most part the spirit of these authors: yet I repeat that 
thia cenauredoea not comprise all, since there are some good 
hi~torians who must not be confounded with these leS8 
meritorious writers. 

The .Arabic authors known in Europe and published there 
by the Doctors Selden, Pococke, Erpenio, Golio, Schultens, 
and Reillche, are not of great utility IIoIl regards the history 
of Byain. 

Nei'her in the dynasties of Abulfarsgi, nor in the annals 
of Aben Batrik of Alexandria., ill there any mention of 
I:Ipani .. h affairs; and although there i_s a short account of t\le 
conquellt of Spain in the Annals of Elmacen, which are 
abridged from those of Taban: yet thill is confined to the 
notification of the year in which that event took place, and 

. to the record of the death of the principal Omeyan kings of 
Cordova., all which is given in very few words. 

The MOl!lemlill annals of Abulfeda do not even make 
mention of the .Arab entrance into Spain"of their conquest 
of that Country, or of the first emire or prefects by whom 
they were conducted; neither do they describe the wars of 
the nation: they speak only of the la.et days of the Omeyan 
princes, depicting even the physiognomy of some, while they 
do but allude to the death of others. They add a few words 
likewise respecting the Hamudian princes of Malaga., and of 
the 80vereigns of the House of Edris, but all in the most 
obscure and superficial manner. 

The Hilltory of the Saracens, publillhed by the Englillh
man Simon Ockley, and taken from Wakedi and others, is 
confined to the conquest of Syria., and to certain details re
Bpecting E..uyptilln afiairs: it ill therefore not calculated to 
throw light on the 8ubject here treated. 

There is a history of the (',onquests of the .Arabs in Spain 
and Africa, written in French by Monsieur de Cardonne, 
and that work has been translated bv the Germans and 
English; but the writer hlloll consult~d no other Arahic 
authors than those from which extracts had been made by our_ 
learned Archbishop Don Rodrigo, with some of the notes of 
Herbelot, in which are comprised what has been related by 
Novairi: what M~ de Cardonne ultimately found written ill 
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our Spanish histories in relation to the affairs of Granadl 
he has repeated, but without correcting the faults of an 
one among these his authorities. Thus he has copied th 
chronological error of the Archbishop, whose account of th 
arrival of the Arabs in Spain Monsieur Cardonne has rE 
produced. He calls Taric Ben Zeyad, Taric Ben Malic E 
Meafir j and, as if the Arab captain were another person, h 
calls him in the following page J< Tarid Ben Ziad, Bel 
Abdallah." The French author likewise makes Muza ente 
Spain in the lear 97 of the Hegira, or 715 of our era, al 
though he ha already left Spain in that rear by oraer 0 

the Caliph, and had then proceeded to Syna. He speaks 0: 

the Conquest of Murcia as if it had been made by Taric 
while the Arabian writers .describe "the capitulation Oi 
Turiola" as made to Abdelaziz in the year of the Hegira 94. 
M. de Cardonne has indeed reproduced the narrations of OUI 
Chroniclers with so little discretion that he repeats even thE 
miracles and prodigies described 'in some of these writers 
without any better authority than their own, those fables not 

, being named at all in the Arabic writers: nay, the carelessness 
of Cardonne has proceeded to such a length that he makes 
Jelid Ben Hatim enter Fez at a time when that city had 
not yet commenced its existence j 'seeing that Fez was not 
founded until the year of the Hegira 192. ' 

Monsieur de Guignes, in his History of the Huns, has 
displayed much learnin~ respecting the Chinese and Tartars, 
but of our Arabs he gIves only a few names and certain 
superficial notices, mingled with important errors and extra
oruinary misrepresentations. He affirms, for example, that 
the King Hixem the Second was deposed by his Hajib or minis
ter, Almanzor, in the year of the Hegira 399 j-but this is 
a grievous falsehood, as well as error, seeing that the re-
nowned Almanzor was a most true and loyal subject during 
all his life, which he employed whollr for the aggrandise-
ment of the State, and finally lost In the service ot' his 
sovereign that very Hixem whom De Guignes accuses him of 
deposing. Five-and-twenty years were passed by the Hajib 
Almanzor in the most glorious actions for the benefit of his 
king j and after innumerable proofs of devoted loyalty, he 
died fighting the battles of the same mOllarch in the year 
392, seven years before King Hixem, according to the 
erroneous computation tof Monsieur de Guignes, was ex-
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)elled from the throne. Another proof of the fidelity of 
~man&or is, that two of his sona succeeded him conaecu
~,ely in the o~~e of minister to Kin~ Hixe~, whom they 
.ened with similar zeal and loyalty, if not With ef!ual good 
rortune. . 

The JIiBtory of the Arabs by Monsieur de Marigny 
lCAI'Cely makes any mention of the conquests undertaken 
by that people in Africa and Spain. • 

In our own times it has been suppOl!ed that the History 
DC the Arabs in Spain cOuld be compiled from the frag
ments published by Caairi in his work on the Library of 
the Escurial: the EngliahmanMurphy, and our own writer 
lIasdeu, - have attempted it in tbis manner, and without 
any other guides. I am not now to descant on the merits 
or these two works, but regard for truth compels me to 
I8Y, that the fragments translated by Casiri have been.to 
the darkne118 of our History rather as the lightnings which 
dazzle and bewilder, than as the beneficent beams that en- . 
lighten and illustrate. In his work there are many-erron 
and much confll8ion respecting penona, places, and times, 
which cannot be rectified, except by such as read the 
originals, whom Casiri bas butimperfec.tly rendered, copying 
and trarullating them in the utmost haste, leaving numerous 
u,c"".r, and committing other important faults: he has, 
indeed, not nnfrequentl1 described an event in a manner 
wholly unlike the truth, as given in the original; nay, has 
sometimes written what is altogether the contrary of the 
relation which he there found. 

Man, pages would be required to enumerate the erron, 
hilltorical and geographical, into which CaBiri. has fallen; 
it .hall .uffice me, therefore, to cite the following as a proof 
of the truth of what I here &lIIlert:--In page 65 of his 2nd 
.,01. he tell. us that the Beni-Alaftast commenced their do
minion in Badajol in the year of the Hegira 561, and that 
the1 lubsequently es-tended their power over Sarag088& and 
other cities of Spain: but there is, here an important error, 
since the Beni-AJafiaa ceased to exist in the year of the 
Hegira 487, and by consequence could not have com-

• 1. Catalan author mum eeteel!led ill 8paia Cor hia critical writings, 
De Mulea. 

t SOWI of Alafta.-T~II-
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menced t~eir sovereignity at the period given by Casiri, 74. 
years subsequent to their extinction, that is to say ;-but it 
is in fact absolutely uncertain whether this family, which did 
but give four kings to Algarve, ever held dominion of any kind 
in Saragossa and some other cities. One prince of that house 
only, Labib Ben Alaftas, brother to the first king of Badajoz, 
was Wali or Governor of Tortosa, but the Beni-Alaftas were 
never sovereigns ia the Eastern part of Spain. 

In page 103 Casiri mentions fORr personages as kings of 
Spain and Seville, the three first being of the dynasty of 
the Beni-Abed, and the fourth, King of Seville, of a different 
family: but all this is mere confusion. He whom Casiti 
calls Abu Chaled W88 son of the King Abulcasem. but never 
reigned in any part of Spain. Abulc88em is the same with 
Muhamed Almostamed, King of Seville, whose successor in 
the kingdom W88 Abu Amru, called Almotamed Bila, to 
whom there also succeeded & son named Muhamed, and 
called in like manner Almotamed Bila.. This was the 188t of 
the Beni-Abed ; and one of his numerous sons W88 that Abu 
Chaled Jezid El Radhi, on whom his father conferred the 
government of Algeziras; he it W88 who, by command of hid. 
father. received J uzef, when the latter came to the aid of the 
Spanish kings. After having obeyed that order, which he 
did with infinite reluctance, Abu Chaled passed into Ronda, 
where he was 88s8.ilsinated by Carur. captain of the Almo
ravides. 

Again, EI Abu Mohamed Omar, Ben Almodafar, never 
reigned in Seville; he W88 the successor of Gehwar in Cor
dova,and lost both the city and state, which were obtained by 
the King of Seville. . 

In page 104. Casiri introduces a certain Almanzor, King 
of Calllt Hamad (which he translates Alamedillll), but there 
never was any such reign or such city in Spain. Calat 
Hamad was a fortress in the state of Magreb El W 88t, or 
the middlemost, in the kingdom of Tunis, that is to say, and 
Casiri'sAlamedilla is a mere absurdity. In page 112 he 
tells us that the Beni-Merines took their rise in the year of 
the Hegira 672, and this is another mistnke: according to 
all the historians, the Beni-Merines first appeared in the 
yea.r 610, and in the West of Africa, where they made 
themselves masters of Fez, which they took from the 
Almohades: in 667 th~y already occupied all Morocco. 
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Many other inaceuracies deform the work of Cuiri, who 
can.. J acub J uzef, king of the Almohades, " eovereign of 
the Almoravides; he confounda the Walia or governors 
with the kings, 'and the sona with the fathers, attributing 
to one ruler the actiona of another: as, for example, in the 
eaae of Don Sancho, whom he makes the conqueror of citiell 
vanquished by the king of Granada, lIuhamed the Second. 
He takes the Galoa, who were Gauls, for the Gallegos, who 
were Gallician.; he confounda the city of Ma1aga with that 
of Ronda, C08utia with Ecija, and the Cid Campeador with 
the Emperor Don Alfonso: producing that last result by the 
mutilation of a verr important narrative transmitted to us 
by Ben Beeam, an· excellent writer, whom Casin copied 
badly and could not translate well. This author has there
by cauaed the Castilian hero to disappear from the history 
of the Arabi, although frequently mentioned by Arabian 
authon, and by 10 doing he has induced not a few writers to 
consider the whole of the Chronicles 88 fabulous, to speak of 
the renowned exploits of thb Cid al mere inventions, and 
to treat even hie existence 88 matter of doubt, or 88 though 
all were limple tradition and legenda of the people,-a story 
based on no higherauthority than the Romance of the Twelve 
Peers, or the Battles of the ZegirB and Abencerrages,· de-
ecribed l>y Ginet! Perez de Hita.t . 

The knowledge of the Arabic language only, if Unaccom. 
panied by critical judgment and acquaintance with historical 
literature, doee not .uflice to enable an author to make choice 
of naeful and )udicioUB extracts from. those works amid.t 
whil'h the notices required are lcattered and disaeminated 
without order or arrangement. The later writera have been 
but too much accuetomed to abridge or otherwise disfigure 
the relation and events originally deacribed with exactitnde 
and correctneB8 by the ancient authon; and he who without 
care or redaction shall DOW' extract incautioualy.from the 
pa",<>el of the former, or Ihall copy them .without con
aideration; ia expoeed to the danger of propagating moull 
errora. 

• or whom history baa made no mention, notwithstanding their fre. . 
queot appearance in the pagf'tl olromance.-Tl!..uqLu·OB. 

t The write!' ole Spanish romance founded on f'acts connected with 
U. eiril w.,. of Grauda.-TllAnuroB. 

YOL. L CI 
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From what has been here said it will be readily inferred 
that I have endeavoured to study carefully whatever books 
and authors connect themselves with my subject, or such 
of them at least of whose works I have been able to obtain a 
knowledge. I have been compelled to examine all, thatImight 
compare and rectify the whole with impartiality, and might 
then avail myself of such useful notices as each might con
tain. I have also been especially cautious in the study of 
t~e Arabic writers, whose names I will presllntly enumerate, 
and in so doing will proceed to give Ilome account of the 
MSS. whereof I have made use. 

This History of the Dgmination of the Arabs in Spain is 
in fact compiled from a selection of Arabic documents and 
books, all ancient and well accredited: to repeat what they 
relate has been my co'nstant care, and I propose to do so, 
in almost every caae, in their own words faithfully trans
lated, and no others. Thus, while acquiring a knowledge of 
the deeds of the Spanish Arabians, the reader will at the 
same time be enabled to judge of their genius, and will remark 
the. style in which they narrated their actions. I have never

,theless omitted the mere traditions on which the Arabs 
frequently based their relations; and,' wherever it was 
a<lvisable to do so, have spared my reader the long anu 
prolix chain of names and appellations wherewith certain of 
their historiographers not unfrequentlyencumber their pages. 

The f!tudent of History, then, may read this book as oue 
written by an Arabic author, since it is in effect a faith
ful translation of, and extracts from, large numbers of those 
authors; bearing this in mind, therefore, he will not be sur
prised either by the material difference, which he cannotfa.il 
to discover, between. the narrations of this History and those 
found in our books, or by the slight notice which the former 
takes of our own kings and captains, their exploits and govern
ment. This book is in fact the reverse, as it were, of our 
histories j and as in these there is little or nothing respecting 
the succession. and order of the Arabic dynasties, or the 
Moorish customs and laws, so in that now before us there 
will be found but few details respecting the monarchs of 
Castile and Leon. Nor can it well be otherwise. The 
names of Rudllrico, Teodomiro, Atanaildo, Alfonso, Ramiro, 
Ordoiio, and Veremundo, are the only ones that appear in 

• 
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the older Arabic writers, while in later times none others 
have been seen in the works of their authors than those 
oC AlCOD8011, Fernandoe, Garciall, Sanchos, Remandoe, Armen
gaudos, Gacumes, Condes oC Barcelona. Ruderico el Cam
peador, Albarhanis, the Conde de Gomis, and Almanrig ;
at a word, our history is Cound to have been as obscure and 
unknown to tbem as theirs has been to us. 

I have designedly preserved the names oC certain places, 
oftk-ee ·oC dignity, employments, &c., in the Arabic, since the 
translation oC these would for the most part have caused a 
material change in the signification, and would occasionaliy 
have rendered them or lese moment and dignity than is 
attributed to them by the Arabic manners. Thus there will 
be constantl,. found qlention oC "Emirs, W alis, Viziers, 
CaWs, .Mcaydill, Xeques, Hagibes, Almucademes, Arrayaces," 
&c., with other appellations oC expeditions and conquests; 
sucb aB " Algibt'd, Algara," &c., each of which distinguishes 
the purpose and intent of the War in qUe:ition, and whether 
it be an invasion, a sudden onslaught, an irruption, or an 
extended conquest,-a1l these being separately distinguished 
by the Arabic writers, with prolix descriptions of their vary
ing cbaracter. I have nevertheless taken care to prevent 
the text from being rendered obscure by the foreign appella.
tives thull preserved therein. 

In like manner I have retained in the first periods of 
this History not a Cew of those mis-statements oC the names 
or our towna and provinces, which the reader will not 
fail to remark, thinking that these may serve to show 
the origin of mnny names oC numerous places which still 
retain those first imposed on them. I have even aometimes 
adopted the divisions and names of the hours which the 
Arabs give to their day,-as the Hour of Azohbi, or the 
dawn ; the hour oC Adoha, odhe full daylight; the Adobar, 
or noon~y ; that of. Aluar, or the middle of the ~rnoon j 
oC Almagnb, or the sunset j of· Alatema or Alax&, the twi
light or nightCall,-Cor these, when once Ullderstood, will 
produce no confusion, but will rather serve the better to 
mtimate tbe religiou. customs oC the Arab. in their din
Bion. oC tbe day according to the houra of their Azalas 
or pruy~ru. . 

Furthermore, and sinee poetry and the sciences Cormed an 



20 PRUAc. OP T1I1l AUTHOR. 

important part of education among the equestrian orders of 
. our Arabic society, and are admirably calculated to give 

evidence of their genius and illustrate their manners, 
I will not deprive my History of this ornament, as 
adopted by the Arabic taste, since there is no History of any 
ment among them which is not adorned with verses in 
greater or less profusion. For this cause I have inserted 
such couplets as have appeared to me most characteristic, and 
which for the most part have relation to historical events; but 
even in this portion of the work I have sought to imitate 
the originals in my translation,. having given the verses in 
the metre of our romance, tbat being tbe metbod in most 
frequent use among Arabic writers; and tbence our own mea
sure has without doubt proceeded. I have likewise caused 
tbese lines to be printed as they were written by the Arabs, 
one of whose verses, which they divide into two parts, is 
equivalent to two of ours: tbus our first verse is equal to 
the first half or hemistich of tbe Arab, which they call tbe 
Sadrilbait or portal to the verse, while our second verse cor
responds with the other Arab hemistich, which they name 
the Ogzilbait or end of the verse, both having an equal 
number of syllables. The Cafia, consonancia, or rhyme, is 
at the ogzilbait, or end, of the verse;· 80 that one. strophe of 
our romance, composed of four verses, corresponds to four 
hemistichs or two verses oftbeArabic autbors. These remarks 
I have made, lest the mode of arranging the lines which I 
have seen fit to adopt should appear singular to the reader's 
eye, and have dOne so m0t:OOver that the Arabic origin of our 
metres might at once be perceived. If ever I am able to 
publish the translation which I have completed of various 
Arabian poems, I shall be prepared to prove, in the prelimi
nary discourse to be prefixed to them, the great and power
ful influence which the Arabian poesy has exercised over 
that of Spain. 

Throughout the whole of my History I use the computa
tion of time as made by the Arabians, and note the years of 
the Christian era in the margin~ For the most part it 
may be borne in mind that each year of the Hegira falls 

• Which is Dotalwaya the case with Spanish verse, where oUJ' readers 
will remember that the rhyme aometimee OCCUlll in the. middle or the 
linea.-T.unLArOB. • 

" 
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into two of those of the common era, taking some months 
from the end of one and the commencement of the other, 
that ia to 88y: I have not alway, brought the montha and 
day. to their exact coincidence, from the wiah to avoid prolix 
repetitionl, but for whoever shall desire to verify the date 
of an action, it will be alway. easy to do so, if he will but 
remember that the Arabie year is lunar, each common year 
being of 854 daye, while the intercalary yeal'ia of 855 days. 
Thus it followa that the commencement of each year is vari
able, the month of January retroceding by ten or eleven 
day' ; and when the common year of the Arab calendar con
cura with our intercalary year, that month retrocedes 

. twelve dayB, whence it follows that in the course of thirty
four yeara the commencement of their year PI08SCS through 
or rans in each one of our months: ...-herefbre it ia in the first 
in,tance essential to ucertain in what day and month of 
our year that of Arabia commences. 

The order of their monthe, which they call lunas or moons, 
U 81 follow. :-Mabarrem, Bafel', Rabie the first, Rabie the 
aecond, Giumada the first, . Giumada the second, Regeb; 
Xaban,Ramazan,Xawal, Dylcada, and Dilhagia. Each month 
U computed from the appearance of one new moon to that of 
another; thia interval never exceeds thirty days nor falls 
below tnnty-nine, and thul they compute them alternately; 
but the last month, Dilhagia, alwaya haa thirty daya in the 
intercalary year. . 

Homairu ten. UI that in the earliest daY.' of the Arabic 
nation, they computed the period. of time after great events, 
remarkable droughts or extraordinary ft.oods, and subse
quently from the foundation of the Cuba or quadrangular 
houae, which is the oldest temple at Macca,-a structure 
which they believe to have been erected by Abraham or 
Ishmael. At a later period they counted from the Ethiopian 
war, or the expedition of the Lord of the Elephant, a point 
of time ~hieh they still call that of Alfil or the Elephant. 
Finally, taking occuion from Mohamet and hia Hegira, 
ft.ight, or retirement, from Mecca to Medina, they began to 
count from that period; and it ia from this last-named epoch 
that they computf> to thia day. According to the most 
accurate ea1culationa the ehrOnologiats agree to place the 
Hegira or commencement of the ft.ight on the 16th of June, 
in the year of our Lord 622. • 
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A. ~. th~ IItyle of the fol101l"ing lIiat"",. sl1K"e it is 
• translation of and rompilation from nri..-.u. autbon, there 
... ill Cl{'rtainly be 80m(' 11lt"lualit'\" of manDf'J' oht.-~le in 
it. nalTatioD8; but not to IUch' aD .xu-nl. 1 think., u to 
('1f.'nol tbe ~nill8 of our lan~~~ or to ~ the 
,..,;.'t'\" .hidl hif.t.,rn-al ~lati..">Il. are ~11 <'&ku1at~ to eD
lUre. ' Be thd u' it Inav, III'\" prinl"ipal ('are hal t-n to 
P"l1'e mytlt'lf exacl and l'&ithful. ~rin~ to ~..-wk that 
chu.I"t('l' .-bil"b tl'UI,. bt>loogs then-t.l, bt>ing u it M • ~'m
pilation from tbe Artbie. Another. t'nd..,1I1!'d .-itb IIlt'Ire 

C\..mmsnd of our laru.,",l~ and IUperil'C' ek"lut'lK't', Illi~t 
... 'rtaiulr hue done bc-tt~ iD thit '"~: I C'OIlft_ thie, 
kDl1 .. ing it to be eo. Our ril'b lan~ o~ IllUl-h to the 
_-\rabian. not iD i80lak!d 'trol'\la onl,., 1mt t'1't'n iD iJi,.1, 
t.'MllI! of t'Xp~illn. m .. tarhorie (,_ and "hrut ... all of 
.hi .. b 8t'M"e to jUlltif" the I'I"man that the ~ptni.th it iD lIO 
far but "(,\"l!'nlrt~ d:aled of tht> _Uabian. 'I"bC! mle and ('~. 
rn-k1n of the ('h,,-.uiron <ff.lW'raI., rompiW by or:t .... • ...c Don 
_-\If\ln:lO X .. ~d the b.)o\ of {'<.lUlIt t.\K"aDor, .-ith ... -.me 
otht-r .-ork. of the Infante Don Juaa ManUt'l. a. f.lI' 
enmr1e tbe "lIi"',," of l"lu-amar," Ill't\ iD fact., .·riUfll 
IK't"'Oniing to the (,>nuS of tb •• -\rahian ~ynt.u. and D\llh~ 
but the mt'.l'e .ound of tbe..-ordl dit<tin~u.bea tMm fn'llll 
book • .-riucu .boll,. in tbe .-\.rabie torJ~ 

Thf'1'I" no .. I\'mainl 001,. th.t IlDf'llbon tbe ."-hi .. ..-wk. 
and .-riten u.'OI'd iD tbe CC::mpilat.ltlD of the r~t 1IiI't~. 
Thi, apprara t~ me to be rt!quisille. t.l the end that tbe 
ftlaJt'r Dl'~ ",""i1'e rllu "Uran«' of 11\,. ~ faitb and 
1"ffSCity, allK"ll it mi~t DOl be lufficiAlt that I affino in 
Dlt're 1r\lNa tbe Nll<'t'ritT (l( Illy he.ut. ... btcla is Dt'1't'f'I ht-lt'l!l 
• It nn~r t.l all d.iaUmul.ti..lII or d«'t'iL I dt~re. t bt-n'f.-. 
t~ .d')N all.-ho no .. Ill't\ or b.",...n~ Mall N.. ~uain'~ 
.nIh the _'nhie t(\ngue. aD "pportuni~ f.lI' romparina: • hat 
i. hf'ft! .-riU(01l .-ith the originalt; thus. juJ,ring 11\"( lah.-.ur 
and ('\~in~ DIy errort or ;Dl~ .... tiooa, ~ .-\to C\.'_ 
a.f\C"r Inn anW'li.Ylte them until the luhj«t !!hall ~ 
more ana 1I\lll'e ~ull.Y t'nl~t('~ f:t) the adnnta,.. .... and 
protit of all To lilt'\, ~. hilt'\, it sbaU IlUfti ..... t4.l I"~ 
thlli .. ti,.factiOD ... hidl I llhall df'ri~ from ha1'iDg bt'lt'!l1 the 
fil'llt to (")Iftlllf'h<'e the unJ..tUkin\:, 

The llss. of.-hi.-h I h.1't' .ni~ m,...lf ... at foll,,_:
The 1rl)rk of _-\bll Abdallah nell Ahl ~UI'.lJ 1l,'\IDaid\ of 
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Cord )V,," 1ifhich contains a ahort chronicle of the ron quest 
of ~pain, the lieries of Emirs or prefects thereof, the line ot 
the Beni-Omeyas, kings of Cordova, and the lives of many 
among the illustrious men of Spain. This author wrote to the 
vear of the Hegira 450, and his work was continued by Ahmed 
Ben Yahye, Ben Ahmed, Ben Omeira, who brought it down 
to the yesI' 560. El Homaidi, besides that he is himself of 
respectable antiquity, has furthermore cited Abdelmelic Ben 
IIahib Zalemi, Abdallah Ben Junes, Abdallah Ben Wahib, 
Alaitz Ben Saad, und Abul Casem Abderahman Ben Ab
dallah, Ben Abdelhakem, all of whom were writers belonging 
to the earliest timn of the Arabs, and treat of their con
quests in the Weet. El Romaidi'. book is a folio vofume 
on dark and thick paper. 

In like manner I have availed myself of the History of Aben 
Alabar El Codai of Valencia, for the events of the conquest, 
for the government of. the Walis and Emirs, for the period 
of the first dyn88ty, and for the middle part of the Arabic 
Domination. The supplement to this work, which treats 
of ·the illustriou8 . men of Spain, I have also found ~ 
quently uaeful : the writer, who 11"88 a very learned man, ex
tracted and copied much from the celebrated History of 
Spain by Abu Meruan, Ben Hayan, Ben Chalf, the diligent 
and renowned historiographer of the Beni-Omeya dynasty. 
Aben Alabar h88 furthermore made use of the Annals of 
Abul Hassan Ben Besan, and of other writers less distin
guished; among whom may be mentioned Iza Ben Hamed, 
Ben Muhamed, Ben Muza El Ram, Mocri Abu Abdallah, 
Ben Abdelaziz, Ben Sud, A uti; and Muhamed Abu Becar 
Ben J ueef Ben Casem, El Xelbi, whose History of Aben 
Abed, King of Seville, Aben Alabar haa frequently turned 
to account. 

I have likewise been much assisted by • valuable fragment 
or the History ot Spain, which will be found at the end of 
this eame codex of Aben Alabar El Codai,· and wherein 
the events of the arrival of the Arabs, and the first period ot 

• El Codai. Axati-Xelbi. These appellatives, which the reader will 
hquenUy lind added to the many ofu'7 Dames bome by the BCtor8 in 
the work before UB, ref'er fur the moat part to the Tribe of the bearer. 
They are aometimee. hu$ leea frequently. the deuomination of his 
fiunily.-TJWrIlUTO:s. 
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their domination, are carefully related. In this fragment 
Ahmed Ben Abi Alfeyadh is often cited: the work is in 
folio, and is printed on/aper; there are three volumes, and 
the oldest copy that hav.e seen is not earlier than the 
15th century of our era. 

For the central period of the Arab domination, I have 
not unfrequently availed myself of that work of Mersudi, 
entitled "The Golden Meadows," since this ancient and 
renowned historian, who treats of the affairs ot all nations, 
for the period within his own times, has given a concise re
lation of numerous events concerning· the Spanish interests, 
which took place in the year 327 of the-. Arabs. He also 
supplies many brief notices relating to the expedition of 
Abderahman III., with others of the reciprocal conquests 
and devastations of Zamora by the troops of the King of 
Cordova and the Christians; the latter led by King Radmir 
of Gallicia. The work of Meraudi extends to the year 336, 
at which period that author flourished. He mentions the 
Kings of Gallicia, Odron, and Adfons; that is to say, Ordono 
and Alfonso, kings of Leon, which country the Arabs fre
quently include under .the name of Gallicia. The two 
volumes of which his work consists are on thick paper; they 
are an African copy: of considerable antiquity. 

For the events of the Civil War which broke forth on the 
extinction of the Beni-Omeyan dynasty in Spain, between 
the various kings, or leaders of tribes, as they may more· 
properly be called, each independent in his rule, but all con
federated together, and who then divided among them the 
provinces of Spain ;-for this period, I say, "The History of 
Illustrious Spaniards," by Abul Casem Chalaf, Ben Abdel
melic, Ben Bascual of Cordova, has given me valuable aid. 
This work comprises the first century after t.he Hegira, and 
descends to the fifth, at which period the. author flourished. 
It is a folio volume written on card-board paper, of great 
age. 

For all that concerns the epoch of the Almoravide and 
Almohade Moors, I have availed myself entirely of the Hia
tory of Fez, by Abdel Hatim of Granada, a careful and 
diligent writer of the rear 726, who had seen and made 
extracts from the .prinClpal historians of Africa and Spain, 
frequently citing the rolls and registers of the royal archive!!, 

It 
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which are document. of the highest authenticity, and of 
great importance u regards the acts of the kings treated of. 
The work is in 4to. ; it is written on paper, and is an African 
copy of the middle ages. Among other extracts made for 
hi, work by thia author, are some from that. of Aly Ben 
Muhamed Ben All Zerich or Za.ra, which othel'll cite as in 
1\18., and which IS entitled .. The Book of the Peaceful 
Friend in the Garden of Lettel'll." It treats of the kings 
of the W eat, and is a history of the city of Fez. 

For the lut period of the Arab domiIiation, I have con
.ulted the works of Lizan-Edin Ben Alchatib, Asalemini, 
eecretary to the kings of Granada. His most important 
writings, and thOle which I bave moat frequently used, are 
the History of the Dynaeties of .Africa and Spain, in Vel'lle, 
with the author'. notes in prose; the History of Granada, 
which he ealla "The Full-Moon of the Naerina J)ynaety in 
Granada," and biB three volume. of" BiogrsphicalMemoirs:" 
th~ are all copie. due to the middle ages, and not of higher 
antiquity. . 

For the affairs of Granada, I have likewise UBed the His
tory of it, Kinge, written by Abdala Algiazami of Malaga, 
.. I have that written by Ahmed Almax&l'lli of the il.luetrious 
ruler of Granada, King Jucef Abul Hagiag, with the His
tory of the Beni.Merinee, compoeed in vel'lle and prose by 
Ismael,Ben Jucef, Emir of Malaga, and entitled "The 
Odour of tlte Roee." All theee works Ip"8 copies of but 
little antiquity. 

I have also conlulted the Annals of Abulfeda, with those 
of Xakibi and Fesani, which are imperfect copies, but of 
klerably high antiquity. I have, moreover, found uaistance 
in the annals of Aben Sohna, a very ~t COPT •. 

From the work of Abu Teib of Bonda, I have made nu
mel"OU.l extracte, Beeing that together with lltories and aneo
dotes of variaUIL poets, and 'of such princes u have been 
generous towards them, there are mingled not a few singular 
events and very curious notices respecting 0UI' Arabs. 

Laat1y, I proceed to mention tbe rare work of Abdallah 
AIy Ben Abderabman Ben HUJleil of Granada, who treats 
of the" Sacred Expeditions," or Ware against the Christians; 
of the art military,. of the guardianship of frontiers, of 
espionage, and of strategy in it. variOUl forma: bold feata or 
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arms, weapons, machines of war, and chivalry in all its mani
festations, are the topics of this writer. From Huzeil's work 
I have been supplied with accounts of battles and military 
events not mentioned by other authors, and have found 
many curious details in his pages respecting the manners 
and customs of the Spanish Arabs. The book is in folio; 
it is written on thick paper of dark colour, and is of 
tolerable antiquity .. 

The greater part of these MSS. are in the Biblioteca Real 
or Public Library of Madrid. Some few of them, however, 
belong to myself, and others to my friends. • 

And now I will not omit to add, as a proof of my desire 
and care to render my work as accurate as possible. that 
in the year 1807 I presented a humble supplication to the 
King, Senor Don Carlos IV. to the effect that he should cause 
an exact copy to be made of.an Arabic J\{S. still existing in 
the Royal Library of Paris, that I might avail myself of 
whatever notices it might contain; the work in question, 
being a History and Description of Spain, by Ahmed El 
Mocri, Almagrebi. His Majesty had thereupon the goodness 
to command that the copy should be prepared at his own 
cost, and the care of seeing it done, with the correction of its 
pages, was confided to the two learned French orientalist&, 
the Senors Sacy and Langlea, under whose direction it 
could not fail to come forth with the utmost exactitude. In 
the year lInS, having learnt that the work was completed, 
I requested and obtained an order to the effect that it should 
be sent to Madrid by our Ambassador in Paris, to whose 
charge the affair had been committed, and by whom it had 
indeed been most carefully attended to. Yet the end of 
all is that I have neve' been able to gain possession of this 
precious copy, nor can I even learn where· it now is, or I 
would gladly make known that fact to others, who may at 
some future time be more fortunate than myself. 

As it was of importance that a clear order and arrange
ment should be preserved in the long. narration of events 
before us, I have divided the History into four parts. 
The first treats of the Entrance of the Arabs into Spain, and 
. of the Emirs or Leaders of the Conquest who were dependent 
on the Caliphs of the East. The seCOJld contains the Esta
blishment of the Monarchy of the Beni-Omeyan Sovereigns, 

A 



l'UFACli OJ!' THlII AUTHOR. 27 

and the Succes8ion of those kings. The third comprises 
the Civil War and subsequent Division of the Kingdoms of 
Spam,.with the Arrival of the Almoravide and Almohade 
Moon, and the Succession of the Dynasties which they es
tablished. The fourth treats of the whole of the kingdom 
of Granada, which was the last period of the Arab domina
tion in Spain. 


