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PREFACE. 

THIS narrative was originally sketched by the 
writer as one of a series of efforts to weave 

into association events and characters of history, in 
such manner as to prove interesting as well as in
structive. It has been arranged for publication 
with the hope that it may prove acceptable to a 
larger circle than that for which it was originally 
written. 

The era which it covers is a most attractive one. 
The chivalry of the eleventh, twelfth, and thirteenth 
centuries had reached its height, and its period of 
decadence had begun. The gentler influences which 
it had exerted over a rude and ignorant society, in 
its brilliant pageants, its romance, the songs of its 
troubadours, and its devotion to woman, ·were declin
ing, and preparing to make way for the oncoming 
of an order in which the rights of the weak were to 
be better protected. The cross-bow, the battle-axe, 
and the coat of mail were to disappear before the 
power of gunpowder, and military force was to be 
employed to sustain, and not to destroy, the rights 
of the citizen. 

The name of Bertrand du Guesclin is held in rev
erence by the Frenchman of to-day as that of one 
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by whose efforts the unity of ancient France was 
secured. The brilliancy of his life, filled as it was 
with events of thrilling interest, does not suffice to 
explain the affection and reverence which attach 
themselves to his name. The recognition of the 
inestimable services which he rendered to his coun
try by his unselfish and unswerving patriotism, and 
the admiration which his personal character and 
remarkable exploits call forth, serve to surround 
him with an atmosphere almost legendary. 

A great and loyal captain who, by the success of 
his arms, lifts his native land from the depths of 
distress and despondency, who frees her from her 
oppressors and replaces her firmly in her place 
among the great nations of the earth, is more than 
a hero, he is a saviour. It is in this light that the 
French patriot views Du Guesclin. He was to his 
country in the fourteenth, what Joan of Arc was in 
the following century. 

To appreciate his full relation to the events of his 
time, we must recognise the decadence of French 
military glory, which had been so uninterruptedly 
brilliant during the preceding three centuries, as 

• well as the progress which England had been mak
ing in military art. This first made itself felt in the 
defeat at Crecy, and later in the prostrating disaster 
at Poitiers. 

Sprung from a J;1umble Breton ancestry, with few 
advantages of position or of early education, Du 
Guesclin won his way from an obscure position to 
that of the first citizen of France, through the force 
of his own courage, integrity, prowess, and rare 
:l\ilitaIy genius. 
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Beginning his career in the struggle between John 
de Montfort and Charles de Blois for the succession 
to the Duchy of Brittany, he later led the Free 
Companies out of France, banished Peter the Cruel 
from the throne of Castile, and placed Henry of 
Trastamara upon it, and finally, as the Constable 
of France, drove the English almost entirely from 
their extensive possessions in that country. 

The facts given in this sketch have been gathered 
from the chronicles of contemporaneous historians, 
as well as from those of subsequent periods, and 
such contributions as visits of the author to many 
of the sections in which the events occurred have 
afforded. The narrative of the Troubadour Cuvelhier 
and the Chronicles of Froissart have afforded much 
of minute detail. Morice, Rymer, Luce, and others 
have contributed verifications. 

The repetition, however, of what others have well 
said is not the object of this sketch. It is written 
with the hope of placing the Breton hero in his true 
character and position, freed, on the one hand, from 
the influences of an inadequate estimate of the 
actual social and political conditions of his time, 
and, on the other, from the false conceptions of 
character, which naturally arise from the distance in 
time between the living present and remote past, as 
well as from the distortion produced by the roseate 
mists of a romantic atmosphere which envelop it. 

E. V. S. 
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literature and F oglish social life, and on tbe other. from his diplomatic eXJ>erience and 
hi. freedomohccess to the archives of the French Foreign Office. • • • We get a n"!,, 
and vivid pictu .... of hi. (Cominges') life at the Court of Charles II. • • • There JS 
Dot a dull page in the book."-LD...w" Ti_. 

UNnERCURRENTS OF THE SECOND 
EMPIRE. 

By ALBERT D. VANDAM, author of .. An Englishman in Paris," etc. S". 
$200 

.. Mr. V .. ,dam is an Englishman, long resident in Paris, and th~b, th!,roug~ly GaI
licized in hi' j.,tellectual atmosphere and style ofthough. • '.' hIS str~e IS ~oWJ~g ~~ 
pleasing, and the work is a valuable contribution to the history of ... at hmo. -. "" 
Ch ....... _ ... 

G. p. PUTNAM'S SONS, NEW YORK AND LoNDON. 



WOR.KS IN LITER.ATURE. 

THE LITERARY MOVEMENT IN FRANCE DURING 
THE NINETEENTH CENTURY. 

By GEOllGES PEUISSIER. Authorized English version by ANNE G. BRINTON, 
together with a General Introduction. S·. 

The eminent French critic M. Ferdinand Brunetiere says of this: .. M. Pellissier's work is 
DO less the picture than the history of contemporary literature. In addition, it is also the 
philosophy of. or rath~ describes, the evolution of the literary mOYeDlent of our country." 

A HISTORY OF AMERICAN LITERATURE DURING 
THE COLONIAL TIME. 

By MOSES COlT TYLER, Professor of American History, Cornell University. 
New edition, revised. Two volumes, sold separately. S', each, $2.50 

Vol. I., 1607-1676; Volume II., 1676-1765. 
Agawam edition, :I vols. in one, S', half leather $3.00 

THE LITERARY HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN 
REVOLUTION. 

By MOSES COlT TYLER. Two volumes, sold separately. S', each, $3.00 
Volume I., 1763-1776; V!>lnme II., 1776-17S3. 

PHILOSOPHY OF ENGLISH LITERATURE. 
A course of lectures delivered in the Lowell Institute, Boston. By JOHN 

BASCOM, author of .. Problems of Philosopby," etc. S', pp. xii. + 31S, 
$1.50 

STUDIES IN GERMAN LITERATURE. 
Edited by MAlliE TAYLOR. S', pp. viii. +421 $200 

"The work of a Pamstaking scholar, who can select with rare discernment what should come 
to the foreground of attention, and who has the POWf:I' of upres:sing his own views with cz.. 
ceptionalgrace."-Lit ...... .,. W ... ld. 

THE HISTORY OF FRENCH LITERATURE. 
I. From its Origin to the Renaissance. 

II. From the Renaissance to the Close of the Reign of Louis XIV. 
III. From the Reign of Louis XIV. to that of Napoleon III. 
By HENRY VAN LAUN. Three vols. in one. Half leather, cloth sides, S', 

PP.342, 392,467 • • • • • • • • • $3.50 
"It is fuU of keenest interest for every .person who 'knows or wishes to learn any thing of 

French literature, or of French Ii~ history and biograph~scarceIv any hook of recent 
origin, indeed, is better fitted than this to win general favor with all iIassCs of per.IODI."
N. Y. Ii_i..,. PHI. 

AMERICAN LITERATURE. 1607-1885. 
By Prof. CHARLES F. RICHARDSON, of Dartmonth College. Two vols., S', 

pp. xx. + 535. 456. • . • • •• $6.00 
Popular edition. Two vols. in one, half bonnd, S', pp. n. + 992, $3.50 
Part I.-The Development of American Thought. 
Part lI.-American Poetry and Fiction. 

"It is acutel> intelligent, and original, showing true critical instinct and a high nrd~ nf 
literary culture. -IIfd,"'_j«;s y.,. .... I. 
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