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THE FRENCH
REVOLUTIONARY REPOCH.

———

Bogk T.

THE EMPIRE.

CHAPTER I

§ I.—THE BEGINNING OF A NEW DYNASTY.

(From the 18th of May, 1804, to the 26th of December, 1805.)

Tae news of the elevation of France into an Empire,
and the proclaiming of Napoleon as its Emperor, was
received by the sovereigns of Europe with an amount
of complacency plainly indicating that such an event -
had been foreseen, if not altogether expected. Despite
the protest of the Count de Lille, the chief of the
Bourbons, staying p’Warsaw, and who issued 4 most
impolitical document to all the crowned heads, calculated
to alienate the sympathies of France rather than to
enlist them, these monarchs, with the exception of three,
acknowledged the new member of their family so
strangely thrust upon them. Not out of good-will to .
Napoleon himself, as may be supposed, for they could
6 i
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be no more indifferent to a change in the form of
government of so great a mation as France than the
nation herself. Not unmindful of this feeling either in
his .subjects or in the foreign Powers, Napoleon gave
" the former reasons for assuming his new dignity, which
silenced and disarmed, if they did not destroy all
opposition. He also made a pretence of sacrificing the
Republic in order to allay the alarm of the absolute
monarchs. If he imagined that they believed in this
attempt at homogeneity, he was mistaken. They might
hold out their hands in simulated friendship, but from
the bottom of their hearts they knew that he was but
a military parvenu, whom it was their interest to con-
ciliate—nay, even to support—in his usurpation, rather
than risk the prolonging of a state of revolution which
could be but a bad example to their own peoples. In
this way the Furopean Courts silently watched each
other as to which should take the initiative in con-
gratulating the new Emperor. The King of Spain
was the first, and curiously. enough, the -Cardinal de
Bourbon, Archbishop of Toledo, added his officious
,congrafula.tions to those of his sovereign. The King
-" of Prussia followed suit, and sent a most flattering
message to Napoleon. Austria, double-dealing as usual,
and in secret intelligence with the British Cabinet,
stood aloof for a little while. She approved of the
transforming of the Republic into an hereditary mon-
archy, but raised an objection to the title of .Emperor,
though she assured the French Ambassador, who rather
haughtily responded to these expostulations, that they
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arose neither from ill-will against his master, nor from any
regard to the manifesto of the Count de Lille, of which
she in common with other Courts had taken no notice.
The difficulty was simply that the dignity of Emperor
of Germany had been till now elective, and Francis IL.
feared that; if the title departed from him or his sue-
cessors, they would no longer be on an equality of rank
with the ruler of France, unless he himself adopted
this title for his hereditary states. To this objection
Napoleon made a very gracious answer, and Francis
having proclaimed himself Emperor of Austria, hastened

to acknowledge Napoleon as Emperor of the French.
Russia not only refused to acknowledge the new
title of the house of Austria, pretending that it was a
-plot concocted between Francis II. and Napoleon, but
by going in mourning for the Duke d’Enghien, and by
various demurrers as to the violation of the Baden
territory in connection with the late prince’s murder
and France's interference with the kingdoms of Naples
and Sardinia, sought a pretext for war with Napoleon,
and recalled her ambassador. Of this situation Francis,
secretly inclining to Alexander I., and rendered somewhat,
bold by the conciliatory attitude of Napoleon in the
late negotiations with regard to the Imperial dignity,
sought to take advantage. Gustavus IV., of Sweden,
the quixotic champion of the legitimacy of the Bour-
bons, imitated Russia’s example, and declared himself
the most stubborn enemy of France. This declaration
Napoleon answered in the Moniteur, by saying that he
looked upon the King of Sweden as a young fool, with '
b2
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whom he should be sorry to confound a brave and
loyal nation. He assured them of the continued good-
will of France, promised that their merchant vessels
should always be well received in her ports, and that
Sweden’s fleet might even revictual and repair there if
" it likéd. This rendered Gustavus more enraged, and a
note of the Swedish Minister, in which the Emperor
was, called Monsieur Napoleon Bonaparte, informed the
French chargé d’affaires at Stockholm of the cessation
of all relations between the two Governments. .Already
more than half influenced by England, Gustavus now
signed a. subsidiary and commercial treaty with the
Cabinet of St. James’s (7th September).

In England, the rupture of the Treaty of Amiens,
an event scarcely -expected so soon by Napoleon,
had entailed the fall of the Addington Ministry,
‘pledged to peace, as it were; and Pitt and his party
-resumed the diréction of®affairs, exciting the nation
to hostilities by pretending to show that peace was a
greater obstacle to her commercial prosperity than war.
England’s interests were supposed to be threatened by
Napoleon’s avowed intention to close the Continent to
British trade; a reprisal, as the Emperor argued, for
the arbitrary proceedings of England in connection
with all maritime affairs. The whole war now took
an aspect of unexampled ferocity, degenerating into
personal calumny, as well as into the most unheard-of
piracy, scarcely creditable to the admirals of civilised
governments. English and French papers continued
to vilify each other’s rulers; and a pamphlet
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appeared in England, written by the Rev. Edward
Hankin, which openly preached the destruction of
France, whose existence was shown to be incom-
patible with the prosperity of England. More-
over, the English declared all French ports in a
state of blockade, and prevented all neutrals, from
Fécamp to Ostende, from entering, whilst their cruisers
chased every ship they could see, and took even several
members- of the Emperor’s family as prisoners to
England.

No state was allowed to remain outside the strife.
Spain, which, as we have seen, had redeemed by a sum
of money her obligation to furnish a contingent to
Napoleon, was importuned by the English Cabinet, after
it had acknowledged the transaction, to come over to
her side, and, unable to comply with the prescribed con-
ditions, was openly attacked at sea, notwithstanding all
absence of a declaration of war. Four Spanish frigates
coming from Rio de la Plata, and containing more
than a million pounds sterling, were summoned to
surrender, and upon their refusal, an engagement took
place, in which one of the Spanish vessels exploded, the
other three being taken to Portsmouth. This unjustifi-
able act aroused the indignation of a large number of
members of the English Parliament, but their protest not-
withstanding, the spoliation continued in other places, the
ambassadors remaining all the while at their respective
courts, until Spain, feeble as she was, felt compelled.
to declare war against England, and signed a treaty
with France, by which she placed thirty line-of-battle
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ships at the latter’s disposal (12th December). Finding
all his efforts to prevent an outbreak of hostilities
fruitless, and knowing that England was trying to estab-
Lish a Coalition between Russia, Austria, and Prussia—
the last Power, however, still standing aloof,—Napoleon
vigorously pushed his preparations for an invasion of
the English coast. A hundred and twenty thousand
men, distributed in seven camps along the French
Channel, could be concentrated in thirty hours, and
embark in more than two ‘thousand gunboats and
small vessels ready for the purpose. This project,
though openly propagated, served mainly to hide a more
important nayval operation, for despite the opinion of
many, that a landing might be attempted successfully
with the troops of the flotilla, Napoleon did not
deemn it prudent to risk the flower of his army
or to venture upon a naval engagement with two
thousand “nutshells.” He was determined not to
endeavour to cross the _Channe}, save protected by
a strong fleet, composed of ships now lying for-
gotten in the various French ports, but which were
stealthily being put in commission .with the utmost
activity. ‘

The great enterprise, to be accomplished with the
co-operation of the Dutch and Spanish fleets, was to
be entrusted to a brave and bold sailor, Latouche-
Tréville, in whom Napoleon had great confidence, and
who was to command the fleet of Toulon, in addition
" to being appointed Inspector-General of the Mediter-
ranean coast.  Give us but the mastery of the Straits
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for six hours, and we will be masters of the world,”
‘he wrote to the latter.

Pending these preparations, and his own coronation,
Napoleon made several journeys in the interior in order
to consolidate his new power. He started from Paris
on the 18th of July for Boulogne, where he passed in
review the troops, stimulating them by his presence,
and distributing several Crosses of the Legion of
Honour, then recently instituted. He inspected most
minutely every arsenal, dep6t, and wharf, and was also
an eye-witness of an engagement, which the English
began, thinking to profit by a violent storm that
overtook the French ships, and wherein the former
were scarcely successful. From thence he visited
-all the camps and ports situated on that part of the
coast, and returned to Paris to celebrate his birthday,
on which occasion there were national féfes throughout
France.

Meanwhile, public institutions for the furthering of
arts, sciences, and literature, in accordance with the
Emperor’s views, were founded under his protection.
He visited, accompanied by the Empress, the four
departments on the left bank of the Rhine; showing
himself interested in the manufactures and industries,
reorganising municipal and local affairs, planning high
roads, canals, and various improvements favourable to
commercial and sanitary. welfare. By these means,
while rendering his position more secure in the interior,
he sought to inspire his foreign enemies with a dread
of his importance in the exterior.
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However secure Napoleon might pretend to be
with regard to his new Imperial dignity, he wanted to
render it more stable still by an appeal to the people.
The nation sanctioned his title by an overwhelming
majority. There was now but wanting one formality,
prescribed by the Senatus Consultus, which had raised
him to the throne : the oath to the constitution by the -
Emperor in presence of the great bodies of the State
and the high dignitaries.

This ceremony Napoleon wished to convert’ into
a coronation.  The most ancient chronicles were ran-
sacked to find examples for the pomp aund splendour
with which the Emperor: wanted to invest it. He even
wished it not to take place in Paris, ostensibly because
the Parisians had not shown themselves sufficiently
indignant at the late attempts upon his life, in reality
because he feared their ridicule-and discontent at the
proposed splendour and consequent expenses. In re-
membrance of the feasts of the Federation, the Champ
de Mars had been proposed; but the Emperor re-
fused to be crowned there. Several members of the
Council suggested. that the ceremony should be cele-
brated in the church of the Invalides, as this fane
would appeal more to the military enthusiasm, and be
free from all the monarchical and religious traditions
attached to Notre Dame, still somewhat repugnant to
the scarcely slumbering spirit”of the Revolution. But
though Napoleon first selected the Invalides, in conces-
sion to the anti-religious tendencies of the people, he
finally chose the latter for the very reason of its sacred
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associations in relation to the coronation of kings.
This religious impression, for which he himself could
have cared but little, was necessary, he imagined,
to impose upon the peoples and Kings. He wanted
to be consecrated by the Pope, and consequently
overtures were made, almost before the Senatus
Consultus had proclaimed him Xmperor, to in-
duce Pius VIL. to come to Paris to perform the
ceremony. ) .

At first the Pope refused for various reasons, prin-
cipally because he would not consecrate the usurper
of a throne to which there was a legitimate pretender.
Yet the Pontiff’s reluctance  may be more justly
ascyibed to the wish of enhancing the price of this
favour, and by these means to obtain once more.
possession of the Legations, Bologna and Avignon,
of which Napoleon, even before his accession, had de-
prived him. Nor is there any doubt that Napoleon
lulled him with ~this hope, though, while doing
so, he had already secretly resolved to transform
these same states into a Kingdom of Italy, and
assume himself the iron crown of the Lombardian
Kings.! '

However, by dint of promises and threats, Pius
was prevailed upon to come, while Josephine, enjoying
but a doubtful reputation, and only civilly married to
Napoleon, went through the religious part of the
marriage ceremony, which was secretly performed by
the Cardinal Fesch, the Emperor’s uncle.

} Michelet, Hisfoire du XIX. sicle, vol. iii., bk. ii., ch. 6.
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About the middle of November the Pope reached:
the end of his journey, and was meét by Napoleon,
. dressed as if he were out hunting, a few miles from
Fontainebleau, whence they entered a carriage and
arrived at the castle, being welcomed by thunders
of artillery and the military presenting arms. A few
days later, the whole Court removed to the Tuileries,
where: the Pontiff was installed in the Pavilion of
Flora, and. received the congratulations of the high
dignitaries, and notably of the Senate, in his private
apartments. :

All this while the Pope had never doubted but
that he would place the crown on Napoleon’s head,
and that the latter would publicly partake of the
Holy Communion. The Emperor flatly rejected both
proposals, Pius being secretly rejoiced at the refusal
of one, knowing full well that its acceptance would
have been tantamount to:sacrilege. '
~ Still fostering the greatest hopes as to the result of
his journey, the Holy:Father showed himself anxious
to please in every respect, going even as far as to
propose the canonisation of a certain Bonaventura
Bonaparte, a distant relative of the Emperor, and
who died many years ago obscurely in a cloister.
“ Holy Father,” answered Napoleon, ““spare me this
_ ridicule. As you are in my power, people would not
fail to say that I had compelled you to provide a saint
in my family.”

The preparations for the coronation being completed,
each performer’s part in the ceremony having been
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carefully rehearsed,! the coronation took place on the
4th of December, with a pomp and splendour unsur-
passed, and scarcely equalled, by anything in modern.
history. .

This ‘magnificence notwithstanding, the people,
attracted by the novelty of the spectacle, remained
cold and indifferent, only condescending once to depart
from their stolidity at the sight of a priest on a
broken-down hack, in the suite of the Pope, the two
appearing like a comic interlude in a vastly serious
play. )

“I, who was on the Boulevard (I was six years
old),” says M. Michelet, “I noticed nothing on that
ice-cold day, save a gloomy and dispiriting silence.”?

Nor did any of the subsequent festivities make
the people relax in their cool and silent indifference
to the new state of things. Without openly express-
ing their discontent, save in the isolated case of one
individual,® the sight of all this theatrical show, so
foreign to their recent Republican institutions, made
them feel that this was not the wished-for culmination

1} These rehearsals took place, some openly in the gallery of Diana,
and others secretly in the private drawing-room of the Emperor, on a large
table, by means of a model of Notre Dame and of wooden puppets, made by
the painter Isabey, and representing in full costume all the personages,
even the Emperor and the Pope.

3 Michelet, Histoire du XIX. sitcle, vol. iii., bk. ii. ch. 6. _

? A young medical student, Faure, two days after the coronation,
made a fruitless attempt to reach the Emperor whilst be was distributing
the Orders of the Legion of Honour, in order to assassinate him. The

attempt was regarded as that of a madman, and he was merely sent back
to his parents.
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to fifteen years of constant sacrifice of wealth and life.
They had hoped to find in Napoleon the worthy
military chief of a Republic, who would in no way
remind them of the senseless etiquette of the ancien
régime, so distasteful to the masses; now they saw,.
more “in sorrow than in anger,” that he, like the.
kings of old, would be separated from the people by
a crowd of dignitaries and courtiers. They regretted
that nearly five million francs should have been spent
in aping the ceremonies of courts, against which they
had of late so energetically protested, the more so as
the transition of a Republic into an Empire had
been signalised by several fiscal and monetary
changes, entirely to the disadvantage of the poorer
classes.

It is a question whether Napoleon, in reality
‘anxious for the welfare of the nation, in trying to
impose upon others, did not in. the end impose upon
himself. His desire for peace led him to imagine that,
by imitating the trappings of legitimate sovereignty,
he might invest the new order of things with an aspect
which should prove it to be in no way hostile to ancient
Europe, and show at the same time an indestructible
stability of its own. Thus he thought to pave the way
for an amicable settlement of all differences between his
-enemies and himself. 'With the same intentions, perhaps,
‘he gathered around him many of the former nobles
and émigrés. Tt need hardly be said that personally
he cared little for their pretensions, but between them
and the rest of the European aristocracy there existed
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a bond which might tend to alloy the bitterness felt
against a usurper, and bring about a more friendly
feeling, which undoubtedly was wished for by Napo-
leon. Besides, if there was to be a court, it should be as
graceful and refined as possible, and with his surround-
ings of parvenus and swash-bucklers, this was well-nigh
impossible without the assistance of the ancient nobles,
trained to obsequious court-service, and who did not
disdain those offices which his genérals and their wives
would have haughtily refused. The reason of this was
not far to seek; it lay in the difference of morals and
manners. “The old noblesse,” said the Emperor,
“ showed much more grace and zeal in their attendance.
A lady of the Montmorency family would have rushed
" to tie the strings of the Empress’ shoes; the wife
of Marshal Lannes would have shrunk from doing
this, for fear of being mistaken for a lady’s-maid; a
Montmorency had no such fear.”!

The hopes of Napoleon to induce his enemies to
preserve peace were doomed to' disappointment ; and it
is probable that he has been unjustly accused of wishing
to wage war just then, for it was his interest not to do
s0; though we do not pretend to say that he may
not have desired it later on. Even M. Michelet, who
persistently and conscientiously attacks him, is reluc-
tantly obliged to admit that the hatred of Pitt caused
the war, rather than the vain, but, perhaps, provoking
preparations for the invasion of England. It is certain
that, despite the rebuff which he had already once

! Las Cases, Mémoires, vol. ii., p. 332.
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received, when First Consul, from George IIL., he wrote
to him a second time to put an end to the hostilities
already begun. It was a rather manly letter,! from
which the moderate party in England conceived the
strongest expectations of a lasting peace. But the
forms of a representative government did not allow
the Xing to answer, and a reply was sent (Jan. 14th) by
the Secretary for Foreign Affairs, in which England asked
- for time to consult the Continental Powers. This was
followed, three days later, by a confidential communica-
‘tion of the English Prime Minister to the Russian Ambas-
sador in London, and of which the contents presupposed
~ long anterior negotiations. This memorandum aimed at
nothing less than to make France return almost to her
‘ancient territorial limits, and to share between the con-
tracting Powers her conquests; a proposal which was
to be the basis of the Coalition-treaty, signed on the
11th of April of the same year, between England,
Russia, and, later, by Austria, despite that State’s
most amicable relations with- the French Empire, and,
her recent congratulations to Napoleon. Nor were the
angry and indignant remonstrances of Fox of any avail.
Napoleon could doubt no longer the enmity of Ergland
and of Russia—of Austria he had his suspicions, but
no certainty—while an attempt was made to inveigle
Prussia into the alliance by the promise of Belgium,
failing to comply with which demand Alexander,
secretly supported by the Queen of ‘Prussia, threatened

1 Letter to the King of England, 2nd January, 1805, in the Napoleon
Correspondence,
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to occupy Pomerania, in case the King of Sweden
should be attacked. Nevertheless, the Prussian Cabinet
resisted.

Napoleon had now no other choice left but to
baffle and defeat the Coalition by fresh battles, and by
the subjugation of the Continent. Driven, as it were,
to acts of usurpation against the neighbouring States,
in order to secure his own position, he began by altering
the Constitution of the Batavian Republic according to
a less democratic model, though probably he considered
this but .a° provisional state of things, previous to
annexing Holland to France, so as to be more fully
protected against hostile attempts from that side. For
this reason the supreme government of Holland was
_ entrusted to a Legislative of twenty members, and the
executive to a Grand Pensionary, elected for life.
Schimmelpenninck, who was chosen for this office, was
entirely devoted to the interests of France (May 30th).

In Ttaly, things were dealt with more summarily.
This country had borne the name of a Republic for three
years, during which time her Constitution had worked
smoothly; and though Napoleon, as President, disposed
of an‘almost absolute power, he did not much abuse it,
thanks to the sensible influence of the cool-headed Vice-
President Melzi. To defy England and terrify Austria,
Napoleon now prepared to have himself crowned King
of Italy, stipulating at the same time, in deference
to the national susceptibilities of the Italians, that
after his death none of his successors should wear
the crown of Italy united to that of France. The
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Emperor had offered the Italian crown to his brother
Joseph; but the latter, for various private and political
reasons, saw fit to refuse. The coronation of Napoleon
took place at Milan with great splendour (26th May).
'The Pope; who had been invited to be present, declined,
scarcely satisfied with the results of his journey to Paris,
of which he had entertained great expectations, which
were not realised. The vice-royalty of Italy was en-
trusted to Eugéne Beauharnais, Napoleon’s stepson,
whom he intended to be his successor, an article in the
new Constitution giving the King of Italy such a right
of selection from among his male issue, legitimate,
illegitimate, or adopted. "

The State of Genoa, lately known by the name of
the Ligurian Republic, had sent a deputation, headed
by the Doge, to the coronation of the King of Italy. -
Tt was received with all honours as the embassy of an in-
dependent people, but. no one imagined that Napoleon
had the intention of incorporating Genoa with the newly-
erected kingdom, the more so as he had always stipulated
for and respected its independence. Lately, however,
there had been signs that a secret influence was at work
to induce the Genoese themselves to propose this in-
corporation, under the pretext that as an independent
Republic they were not sufficiently powerful to protect
their coasts against English aggression; and although
the Austrian Ambassador, who saw through the scheme,
disliked it, and protested, the deputation who had come
to Milan beseeched Napoleon to unite to his empire
this “ Liguria, the first theatre of his victories, the first
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step of the throne on which he was now seated, and to
grant them the happiness of becoming his subjects”
(4th June).

In an answer which accorded with their expressed in-
ability to protect themselves, the Emperor accepted, and
the Ligurian Republicwas divided into three departments,
and provided with a reconstructed Constitution, based
" as usual on the French model. About the same time,
he erected Piombino, ceded to France in 1801, into
a principality for his sister Eliza, while the Republic
of Lucca, re-enacting the fable of the frogs, asked
the Emperor for a ruler belonging to his family and -
for a new Constitution, both of which were granted,
Prince Baciochi, the husband of Princess Eliza, being
selected for their ruler. Parma, Piacenza, and Guastalla,
‘hitherto under their own particular laws, were now also
provided with new Constitutions, and incorporated to
France, according to the new Imperial system.

During his triumphal and. pacific journey through
Italy, on which the eyes of all Europe were now
turned, Napoleon had not lost sight of his chief aim,
the war with England. He was aware of the doubtful
attitude of the other powers, of Austria, arming under
many specious pretexts, and of the threatening symp-
toms of a new Coalition. While it was believed in
France and even in England that all these great pre-
parations for invasion were but so many scarecrows,
Napoleon, amidst the various occupations, necessitated
by the great reforms he was accomplishing in the in-
terior, found time to be in dailj communication with the

c
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Minister of Marinez, Decrés, who alone possessed his
confidence, since the death of Latouche-Tréville at the
-end of 1804. Far from abandoning his idea of invading
England, he had conceived a new strategic plan. The
admirals of the Toulon, Rochefort, and Brest fleets,
Villeneuve, Missiessy, and Gantheaume, were each to
set jsail for the West Indies, land reinforcements, and
then return together suddenly to Europe, while the
English would despatch their ships to succour their
threatened colonial possessions. Then, when the French
-admirals should have come back safe, they would be
masters. of the Channel, and might prove the truth of
the words Napoleon never ceased repeating, “ Give us
but the Channel without the English fleet for six hours,
and England shall have ceased to exist.”

In fact, though the scheme did not succeed, it at
 least caused omne of the English admirals, Nelson, fo
be seeking for Villeneuve in Egyptian waters, whilst
the latter eluded his vigilance, and.arrived safely at
" his destination. Having re¢eived information on his
arrival that’ Missiessy had already been there and re-
turned, and that Gantheaume could not appear because
he was blockaded in Brest by Admiral Cornwallis, he
was instructed to set sail for Martinique and afterwards
for Corunna, to meet there fifteen Franco-Spanish ships
of the line, and with these to start for Rochefort, join
Missiessy’s squadron, relieve Gantheaume still locked in,
and then to enter the Channel with the combined fleets.
Villeneuve was to take the supreme command, and to -
steer for Boulogne, where Napoleon himself would await
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him. If they could be but masters of the Channel,
wrote the Emperor, there would be no difficulty in
landing a hundred and sixty thousand troops on the
English coast. Everything had been prepared, every
adverse chance foreseen and guarded against. If
Villeneuve found it impossible to raise the blockade of
Brest without giving battle, he was to begin an engage-
ment as near as possible to that port, in order that
Gantheaume might take part in it; if insuperable
obstacles prevented him from entering the Channel,
the fleet was to repair to Cadiz, to occupy the
Straits of Gibraltar, to ravage its roadstead, and to
revictual. '

~ Such were the last instructions to Villeneuve, and
from them may be seen that Napoleon had almost
provided against and for everything to assure his
descent on the English coast.

Unfortunately, Villeneuve was not the man to
enter fully into the spirit of such a vast enterprise,
nor had he the genius to execute it. Of this
Napoleon became fully aware a few days after
Villeneuve had started, when he received a dispatch
from the admiral, in which the most puerile events
were magnified. He there and then resolved to
appoint Gantheaume, still lying at Brest, and wrote
to dismiss Villeneuve from his command, and to let
the fleet, under Gantheaume, sail to her appointed
destination.

‘While Villeneuve was slowly making for Ferrol,
wasting time in capturing unimportant merchant

c2
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vessels, Nelson had followed him to the West Indies,
where he only arrived to learn the departure of the
foe of which he was in search. Penetrating the
design of Napoleon, he cautioned.the Admiralty, who
commanded the concentration of the different fleets,
the very thing which Napoleon had wanted Ville-
neuve to do. It is worthy of notice, that in the
letters to his Minister of the Navy, Napoleon, com-
menting on the news received from London, foretold,
as it were, the decisions which the situation would
inspire in the lords of the English Admiralty. Be
‘ this as it may, Nelson was ordered, as Napoleon had
foreseen,! to reinforce the squadron before Brest; and
the fleet cruising before Rochefort, under Admiral
Stirling, was to join that at Ferrol, commanded by
Sir Robert Calder.

The Frénch flotilla and the a.rmy which it had
to transport being in readiness, and the Dutch fleet,
fighting along the.-whole of her route, having also
arrived at Ambleteuse, near Boulogne, Napoleon
himself returned from Milan. Nothing was wanting
now but the naval forces, whose appearance upon the
scene was hourly expected. Beginning to grow uneasy
about the fleet of Villeneuve, of whom he had no
tidings, and strongly preoccupied by the turn affairs
were now taking on the Continent, he started for
Boulogne, resolved to await there the arrival of the
fleet, without whose assistance he dared not cross the

1 There is a letter to this effect in Napoleon’s Correspondence, dated
.20 Prairial, Milan, addressed to his Minister of the Navy, Decrés.
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Channel. He hoped that the report of his meditated
invasion would be sufficient to keep the Continent in
respect,—for Austria was massing her troops omn. the
Inn and the Adige,—and that the reverses of Eng-
land would prevent all further Coalition. In case
his enemies, profiting by his absence, should begin
hostilities on the Rhine, he calculated to have his
expedition terminated before then, and to be back
in France to oppose an invasion of the Empire. He
sent word to Gantheaume to hold himself prepared,
because Villeneuve could not fail to appear shortly.
In fact, he thought that the missing admiral, in-
formed of Nelson’s pursuit, might have steered for
Cadiz instead of for.Ferrol, in which case every pre-
caution was already taken to assist him.

After waiting for three days, during which he
reviewed the army in sight of the English cruisers, he
received the news that Villeneuve, with a very superior
force, had  fought an engagement with the united
fleets of Admirals Stirling and Calder, about sixty
miles to the westward of Cape Finisterre (July 22nd);
that both parties claimed the victory, but that two
Spanish line-of-battle ships had fallen into the enemy’s
hands. Instead of following his orders, and trying
to join the squadron of Rochefort, Villeneuve wasted
another two days, and then entered Ferrol, and with
thirty ships of the line allowed himself to be blockaded by
twenty vessels. Napoleon was indignant that one man
should have upset all his plans. In the midst of his anger,
his thoughts immediately reverted to the Continent,
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where he thought to strike England in her Allies,
and he sketched out a campaign, which subsequent
events proved to have been one of the masterpieces of .
military strategy.

Nevertheless, he still hoped that Villeneuve would
manage to break the blockade, and sent him orders
to do so. He was to make for Brest, where
Gantheaume would attempt an engagement and join
him. The Emperor was, indeed, loth to abandon a
plan which, notwithstanding its difficulties, was likely
to be successful, for while awaiting for further
news he tried the forces of his flotilla by a bolder
movement than had hitherto been. attempted. This
movement answered - all his expectations, and made
the more bitter his regret at being so inefficiently
supported by his admirals.

According to his orders, Gantheaume left Brest
‘harbour to offer battle to the enemy,. expecting
Villeneuve to come to his succour. The latter had,
indeed, left' Ferrol, but instead of steering for the
north, he remained in the Ferrol roads, afraid of the
responsibility, and then finished by running into Cadiz,
where he was blockaded by the united fleets of Calder
and Collingwood, of which Nelson had taken the
command.

‘When the news of Villeneuve bemO' unable to
appear reached Napoleon, he knew that his great pro-
‘jects against England had vanished. In less than
four-and-twenty hours the whole army was directed on
Germany, to punish Austria, which was going to pay
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for England. As may be seen, Napoleon’s plan of
an invasion of England was far from being intended
as the mere scarecrow which some historians have so
persistently maintained it to be.

In order to understand the subsequent events, we
must retrace our steps for a few months to the time
when Napoleon left for Italy to be crowned at Milan.

On the very day of Napoleon’s departure (11lth
“April), a treaty, the result of long negotiations,
had been signed between England and Russia, aim-
ing principally at, and ostensibly compelling France
to restore the European equilibrium, to despoil her
of the advantages which she had obtained by fifteen
years of incessant war and bloody sacrifices, and to
isolate her from the rest of Europe, with which, since
the Revolution, and especially now, she had nothing in
common.

England engaged to support these demands by
co-operating with Russia, by furnishing her naval and
military forces, by subsidising every other Power which
should league itself with her to the annual amount of
£15,000 for every ten thousand men supplied in
return for which subsidies she was to be considered
the chief of this third Coalition, and to have the right
of establishing commercial depéts in the States of her
Allies. At the same time all her pretensions on the
sea were recognised.

Another article accorded similar monetary advan-
tages to the King of Sweden, who had openly joined
the Coalition. As for Austria, Alexander sent his
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aide-de-camp to Vienna to discuss the plan of the
campaign, and despite the assurances of the French
Ambassador that the camp of Alessandria was dispersed,
that the one of Brescia would share a similar fate
within a fortnight, Francis continued to mass his
troops upon the Italian frontiers, though he was too
double-dealing to declare war at once, thinking that
the time had not yet arrived. .

To give the Coalition leisure to complete its pre-
parations, and to assemble its forces, the farce of a
pretended negotiation was attempted in which Alex-
ander should play the part of mediator. Prussia was
also invited to' enter the Coalition. Its King was in
a critical position. Scarcely confident of being able to
‘maintain his neutrality, he had hoped all along that
actual hostilities should be prevented. Suddenly, un-
deceived by the appeal of the Russian Ambassador
in favour of his master, he fell into his former irresolu-
tion, aggravated on one side by his ambition, on
the other by some political motives, which ‘made
him loth to refuse the bait ‘held out to him by
France in return for his alliance, namely, the cession
of Hanover; while at the same time he dreaded the
aggression of Russia, in case he should by accepting .
this offer appear to lean to Napoleon’s side. In this

incmergency he pursued a double-faced policy, by declar-
ta,kem his wish to remain neutral, merely consenting to
aftem Hanover as a depét, free, as he thought, to side
strongema'rds with the Power who should prove the

K
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Meanwhile the preparations for war on the part
of the Coalition continued with redoubled energy,
especially on the part of Austria, who on the reiterated
demands of Napoleon, threw off the mask at last, and’
clearly showed that the drift of her supposed media-
tion was to gain time in order to complete her plans.
She declared that the violation by Napoleon of the
Treaty of Lunéville, one of whose articles stipulated
and guaranteed the independence of the Italian as
well as of the Helvetian and Batavian republics, had led
her to enter the Coalition.! She still professed herself
willing to re-open negotiations, but this also was done
in order to gain time and to obtain the alliance of the
Electors, who of late had become important princes, and on
whose attitude much depended in the coming campaign.
In this instance Napoleon, however, had been too quick,
and forestalled her, especially with the Electors of
Bavaria and Baden, who could not possibly remain
neutral in the struggle, though, above all, the first
desired to do so.” This Elector expressed this wish to
the Emperor Francis, but saw it daily disregarded by
the invasion of his territory by Austrian troops, eager
to reach the Rhine before Napoleon had broken. up
his camp near Boulogne. Napoleon had foreseen this,
and extracted a promise that in case such an event
should happen, the Bavarian army would seek -refuge
elsewhere, and effect its junction with his army. The
Austrians having passed the Inn on the 9th of

} According to some French authors this was a mere pretext,
sufficiently proved by the fact that Austria had entered the - Coalition
before the changes in the existence of the Italian Republics had happened.
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September, the Elector gave the order for his troops to
enter Franconia, and abandoned his capital to transfer
his Government and himself to Wurtzburg, where a
treaty with France was definitely arranged on the 23rd
of November, much to the disgust of Austria.

The troops of the Boulogne camp crossed France
by forced marches, and in three columns, making for
the Rhine by parallel roads. Germany was to be the
theatre of the war, the French Emperor having resolved -
to act merely on the defensive in Italy. The army in
Ttaly, only fifty thousand strong, was entrusted to
Masséna, supported by the troops which were evacuating
the Naples territory, after the Xing had signed a treaty
‘of neutrality, and promised to prevent the landing of
foreign troops. Napoleon himself having taken various
measures for the due government of the interior, and for
the levy of conscripts, joined his troops, who had already
passed the Rhine (24th September).

Bernadotte, commanding the first corps, had evacuated
Hanover, merely leaving there a garrison, and joined the
electoral .troops at Wurtzburg; the second corps, under
Marmont, left Holland, and was moving on Mayence;
four corps under Davoust, Soult, Lannes, Ney, and a
reserve of cavalry under Murat, starting from Boulogne,
were stationed along the Rhine from Mannheim to
Strasburg. Another corps, under Augereau, moved from
Brest upon Huningen, as reserve. There were a hun-
dred and sixty thousand troops in all, exclusive of the
Bavarians. Murat and Lannes crossed the Rhine at
Kehl, threatened the issues of the Black Forest, and
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masked the movements of Ney, Soult, and Davoust
(25th September). The following day Ney crossed
near Lauterburg, Soult near Spires, and Davoust
near Mannheim, the three marching on the Necker,
to intimidate the Electors of Baden and Wurtem-
berg, whom they induced to sign treaties, whereby
they secured sixteen ‘thousand electoral troops to
guard their communications. Marmont crossed at
Mayence, and joined Bernadotte and the Bavarians
at Wurtzburg, so that in two days a hundred
and eighty thousand men were stationed in éclelon,
on the right flank of the Austrians, facing” Lannes
and Murat, in the Black Forest, whose lines ex-
tended towards Stuttgard, where they joined those
of Ney. Mack, the Austrian general, in reality
- directed and browbeaten by the Austrian princes, who
treated him with contempt on account of his inferior
birth,! understood nothing of all these complicated
movements. Counting upon the Russians, who were
expected hourly, he lost his head at the enemy’s rapid
marching and countermarching, and mistaking their
intentions, he found himself outmanceuvred, his sup-
ports beaten on all sides, and ‘compelled to enter Ulm.
Being summoned to capitulate, he ultimately agreed to
surrender if he was not relieved within eight days. In
the meantime the news spread that a division of Austrian
troops who still kept the field before Mack bad entered
Ulm, had surrendered at Trochtelfingen, with the ex-
ception of two thousand horsemen under the Archduke
1 Michelet, Histoire du XIX. sitcle, vol. iii., bk. iii,, ch. 4.
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Ferdinand, who had made good their escape. A part
of the French army had marched a hundred and
thirty-five English miles in five days, had killed or
made prisoners twenty-two thousand Awustrians, taken
a 'hundred and thirty guns, and a large number of
caissons and waggons. The French Emperor sent this
" news to Mack, who immediately “surrendered “with
thirty-three thousand prisoners, sixty cannon, and
forty standards (20th October). Well might the world
stand astonished at the spectacle of an army of eighty-
five thousand men destroyed, as it were, without one
great battle having been fought. Well might the
French soldiers say, “The Emperor has beaten the
enemy with our legs, and not with our bayonets.”
They were proud of their gemeral, and mnot without
reason. For two days the rain had fallen in torrents,
the troops were drenched to the skin, they had received
no rations, they were up to their knees in mud, but
their sufferings and privations were shared by Napoleon,
as if he had been the meanest private.

.As he was standing in their midst, a batch of
Austrian prisoners passed, and a colonel expressed his
surprise that the Emperor of the French should be
covered with mud and exhausted with fatigue like the
humblest drummer in the army. One of his aides-de-
camp having explained what the Austrian said, Napo-
leon sent him back the following answer, “ Your master
has reminded me that I was once a soldier; I trust that
he will acknowledge this time that the purple has not
made me forget my previous occupation.”
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One would have thought that after the crushing
lesson inflicted upon Austria, Prussia would not have
courted the risk of a similar defeat,-and, if departing at
all from her professed neutrality, would have sided with
France. She did the very opposite. In'their rapid march
from Wurtzburg to the Danube, Marmont and Bernadotte
had entered the Prussian State of Anspach. The King of
Prussia showed himself very indignant at this, and de-
clared that henceforth he was free from any engagement
with France. This was probably a pretext, as the same
thing had happened before without the least notice being
taken ; but Alexander took advantage of this. He pro-
posed an interview to Frederick William, and arrived
unexpectedly at Berlin on the 25th of October, five days
‘after the capitulation of Ulm, when thé full extent of
the disaster was not known. He was received with the
greatest warmth, the two monarchs embracing each other
amidst the loud applause of the people. At Potsdam,
where the illustrious guest was entertained, there was
nothing but festivities, exchange of presents, and of con-
gratulations. From that moment France was utterly dis-
regarded. The French Ambassador, already recalled by
Napoleon, took leave of the King of Prussia on the 1st
of November, and on the 3rd an offensive and defensive
treaty was signed, by which the King entered the Coali-
tion, though he still reserved the right of withdrawal,
in case Napoleon should consent to the evacuation of
Holland and Switzerland, grant an indemnity to the
King of Sardinia, and separate the crowns of Italy
and France. An ambassador was despatched with this
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ultimatum, who took care not to arrive at the French
head-quarters until a month after the signing of the
treaty at Potsdam.

The key to the above-mentioned reservation is to be
found in the tidings of the disaster at Ulm, communi-
cated by the Austrian Archduke Anthony, two days
before the signing of the treaty, and which tempered
the warlike ardour of the Prussian Court and Cabinet.
Nevertheless, the alliance was cemented in a somewhat
theatrical performance arranged by the Queen. The
two monarchs went at night to the tomb of Frederick
the Great, where Alexander swore to die for the honour
and .defence of Prussia.!

Despite Napoleon’s willingness to explain the pass-
ing through Anspach, the Prussian army was mobilised,
Hanover invaded-in the name of the Elector-King, and
every preparation made to enter upon a campaign.

Meanwhile Napoleon, resolved to strike terror into the
hearts of his enemies, was rapidly invading the Austrian
provinces, scarcely meeting with any resistance either
from the Austrians or from the Russians, who had now
arrived, and were retreating upon Vienna to protect the
capital, and to give the armies of the Tyrol and Italy
the opportunity of joining them. The French troops
under Ney and Augereau, who were left behind, were
ordered to invade the Tyrol, to drive out the Archduke
John, and to cover at the same time the right flank
of the army of Germany as well as the left of the
Italian army. The Inn, totally undefended, was passed

1 Hardenberg, Mémoires, vol. ix., pp. 14, 55, quoted by Michelet.
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by all the French corps; Braunau, one o

victualling depdts of the Austrian Empire, taken with-
out a blow; whilst Lannes and Murat, fbrming the
vanguard, drove the enemy successively from their
various positions. Kutusoff, the Russian general, find-
ing it impossible to effect a junction with the armies of
the Tyrol and Ttaly, abandoned the plan of defending
Vienna, and retreated into Moravia, where he hoped
to meet the second Russian army. Scarcely had he
reached the other side of the Danube before he was
attacked by Marshal Mortier, sent thither to watch
Bohemia, and who had but a small contingent under
*his command, the remainder of his division being a
march behind. Nevertheless, the French took the
offensive, ignorant of the exact numbers of the enemy
until too late, when they found out the superiority
of the Russians by being completely surrounded at
nightfall and their retreat cut off. From assailants
they became defenders until the remainder of their
division came up, when the Russians, taken between two
fires, were compelled to fall back on Krems. This en-
gagement is better known under the name of Diirrenstein,
the village near which it was fought (11th November).
The Emperor Francis and the Court had left Vienna
and taken refuge at Brunn, in Moravia. From there
they started for Olmiitz, where the Emperor of Russia,
with his second army, was stationed. The Austrian
capital was a prey to the greatest confusion. One day
the most confidential reports as to the ultimate sucdess
of the war were circulated, the whole population being
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called under arms to -ensure this success; the mnext
the treasures, the archives, and valuables were hastily
packed up, and an embargo laid upon every boat to
remove them into Hungary. Meanwhile an envoy
was sent to Napoleon to propose an armistice; a
proposal which the latter declined, saying, that at the
head of .two hundred thousand victorious troops, he
could not very well grant an armistice to a beaten
army. The French continued their way to Vienna,
which city they merely passed through, and marched
straight to the great bridge over theé Danube, which
‘led across -that river to the northern provinces of the
Empire. That bridge was mined and watched from
the other side by fourteen thousand Austrians under
Count Auersberg, who had orders to blow it up on
the least attempt at violence. On the Vienna side
of the river there was only an outpost. In this
emergency Lannes and Murat bethought themselves
of a stratagem. They tried to persuade the Austrians
‘that the armistice of which there had been rumours
afloat for the last few days was: actually signed. Two
French generals were the first to arrive on the bridge
at the head of the 10th Hussars; they demanded
to speak to the German commander, and were
allowed to pass, but alone. Some French soldiers
followed and halted, whilst Lannes and Murat dis-
mounted, and with a small detachment passed on
to the bridge. General Belliard, as if taking
a stroll, advanced also, his hands behind his back;
Lannes joined him; they were gaining ground
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notwithstanding the objections of the captain on duty.
_These were seemingly unnoticed, and two or three French
officers engaged him in conversation and talked about
the armistice. . He, however, was losing patience,
and when he saw the detachment advancing still
farther, he began to rally his men; but Lannes and
Belliard took hold of him and shouted louder than
he. The dispute was waxing hot, the moment critical,
when the French troops quickened their pace, crossed
the remaining distance, reached the other side, and
made themselves masters of those who were to fire the
train. Auersberg had been duped, and was summoned
before a council of war, deprived of his rank and dignity,
and condemned to a year’s confinement in a fortress.
The Suchet division and the grenadiers of Oudinot
crossed also; the light cavalry immediately continued
their advance, in order to impede the march of the
Russian general, Kutusoff, the same who had been
defeated by Mortier, at Diirrenstein; Soult followed ;
Bernadotte had passed the Danube at Mautern, while
Davoust occupied Vienna. Xutusoff, knowing that
Bernadotte was in his rear, is said to have sent a flag
of truce to Murat in the name of the Czar-and to
have escaped by means of a pretended armistice with
the French general. When Murat, aware of the de-
ception, and severely reprimanded by the Emperor,
‘resumed his march, he found that the whole of the
Russian army had defiled rapidly in his rear, and that
only a corps of ten thousand troops had remained
stationary. A sanguinary engagement ensued, but the

d
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Russians offered a stout resistance, which gave their
general time to reach Brunn (18th November).

The Allies, aware that the war was assuming a
new aspect, ordered the Archduke Ferdinand to raise
an insurrection in Bohemia, while his army should
cover the left flank of.the Russian troops and the
remainder of the- Austrians, who had eﬁecte<_1 their
junction at Brunn. The Archduke Charles re-crossed
the Alps, entered Hungary, and was thus enabled to
protect the Austro-Russian contingent on the right.

This Archduke had been scarcely more fortunate in
Italy than his fellow-generals in Germany. When Austria
first resolved to join the Coalition, she intended to carry
the war into Italy, while merely remammg on the defen-

. sive in Grermany. JIn furtherance of this plan, approved
of by her Allies, she had despatched thither a numerous
army under the Archduke, who had instructions to"
invade the newly-created kingdom the moment the
Russians should appear on the Inn. We have seen
how this intention was frustrated by the rapid advance
of the French on the Rhine, but Napoleon, who
intended to remain on the defensive in Italy, and had
taken his measures accordingly, emboldened by his
first successes on the Rhine, also changed his tactics,
and ordered Masséna to take the oﬁ‘"ensive, ma,irily to
prevent the reinforcements which Charles might send into
Germany. Acting upon this, Masséna attacked Verona,
and the féfe du pont at Legnago, carried them both'
after a violent engagement (17th October), crossed the
Adige, and followed the Archduke, who had entrenched
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himself at Caldiero. Another engagement took place,
in which the Austrians maintained their positions
for three days, though with a loss of four thousand
killed, whilst the French lost as many (30th October).
When the news of the defeat of Ulm arrived, the .
Austrians precipitately retreated towards the Alps. .
Masséna, still at their heels, failed for some days in
bringing them to a standstill to offer battle. The
Archduke, harassed and fatigued, wishing to give
his troops some rest, threw four battalions of grena-
diers and some field artillery into- Vicenza. After a
fruitless summons to surrender, Masséna resolved to take .
that town, and being unsuccessful, contemplated to resume
the attack the next day; but the Austrians evacuated
the place during the night, having accomplished their
aim, namely, to give time for the artillery and the
wings of the army to join the centre. Masséna pursued
them, without being able to force them to give battle,
until he arrived at the right bank of the Tagliamento,
where the Archduke, after throwing a garrison into
Venice, made a stand in order to cover the march of
his baggage-waggons on Palma-Nova. A serious en-
gagement took place, a repetition of which was again
avoided by the Archduke, who crossed the Julian Alps,
concentrated his troops at Laybach, and there awaited
the junction with the army of the Tyrol in order to
march to the assistance of Vienna. Masséna was not
in a position to follow him, as troubles had broken out
afresh in the Kingdom of Naples, where the Queen,

disregarding the treaty entered into by her husband, had
d2
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invoked the aid of the Anglo-Russians, and placed an
army of twenty-five thousand troops at their ‘disposal,
with which the: Roman territory was to be invaded.
‘Without communication with the grand army, unaware
- of the taking of Vienna, of the operations of Ney and
Avugereau on his left, of the position of the Archduke
John, uneasy at the reported arrival of the Anglo-
Russians in Dalmatia and in. Naples, Masséna deemed
it wiser not to venture too far, and contented himself
by sending out strong reconmoitring parties, and by
making himself master of Trieste. The corps which on
the conclusion of the treaty with Naples had left that
kingdom was employed to invest Venice. 4

The troops under the Archduke John, after remain-
ing for some time idle in the Tyrol, held in check by
Ney, and harassed in their retreat by a detached -
brigade of Masséna, had managed to join the Arch-
duke Charles: at Cilly, whence both endeavoured to
get to Vienna by way of Hungary and the Danube,
in this way to harass the flank or rear of the French,

~and join the Russians in Moravia. But Marmont
going to their encounter, compelled them to make for
the Raab, while Davoust, possessing himself of Presburg,
and forcing the Hungarian Diet to remain neutral,
opposed a formidable barrier in front; Masséna, having
passed the Alps, harassed their rear.

Meanwhile Napoleon had moved his head-quarters
into Moravia, as far as Brunn, the Russians having
retreated to Olmiitz. . At the moment when another
great battle was to be fought, a war contribution of forty
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millions of francs was levied on Austria, Moravia, and
the remainder of the conquered provinces, whilst one
of the same amount had already been paid before.
The stores of the Austrian arsenals which could not be
. used were sold, and their proceeds distributed among
the French army in the shape of three months’ extra
pay to every general, officer, and soldier who had been
wounded in the present war.

After several days passed in pretended negotiations,
tacitly encouraged by Napoleon, who wished to gain
time in order to discover the blunders of his enemy,
the Allies took the offensive on the 27th of Novem:
ber by driving the French outposts from Wischau, and
executing a movement towards Austerlitz, which be-
trayed their intentions of cutting off the French from
Vienna, whither, however, the latter had no thought
of retiring. The military movements of Murat,
Lannes, and Soult were mistaken for retreats, and
the Russians continued their tactics: to cut off ‘the

" French communications with the Danube.

Napoleon left them in their error to attract them
to the spot chosen by himself, which was the plateau
of Austerlitz. He succeeded in this ; for the Russians,
fearing that the French army should escape: them,
slowly. left their positions, and executed a flank march
in column, by which they attempted to turn: the right
flank of the enemy. From that moment Napoleon was
certain of the victory. * To-morrow, before nightfall,
that army will be mine,” he said.

On the 2nd of December the battle began. The
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Allies commenced the attack by carrying the village
of Sokolnitz; but the French troops, under Soult,
stormed the heights of Pratzen, and after a desperate
conflict of two hours’ duration, the allied army was
pierced through the centre, and its left wing entirely
separated. The Russian right was also completely
defeated, by Bernadotte, Murat, and Lannes, with
the loss of nearly half their number. At last, after a
tremendous cavalry encounter between the Russian
Imperial Guard and the French Cavalry of the
Guard, the Russians gave way and retreated. The
loss of the Allies was immense. Thirty thousand men
were killed, wounded, or made prisoners; a hundred
and eighty pieces of cannon, four -hundred caissons,
and forty-five standards fell in the hands of the con-
querors. Napoleon might well say to his brave troops,
“T am satisfied with-you; you have covered your eagles
- with immortal glory.” ‘
The consequences of this v1ctory were very great.
Two days after a personal interview between the Austrian
“and French Emperors (December 4th), an armistice was
concluded, which was ratified three weeks later at Pres-
burg, and by which it was stipulated that the French
were to occupy all those portions of Upper and Lower
Austria, the Tyrol, Styria,. Carinthia, Carniola, and
Moravia, at presént in their possession ; that the Rus-
sians should return to their own country; that all insur-
rectionary movements in Hungary and Bohemia were to
. bestopped, and no armed force of any other Power should
~ be permitted to enter Austrian territory. The Russian
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Emperor was allowed to retire with his troops vby
slow marches, but renewed the war later on, so that
Napoleon said of Alexander, that “he was as false as
a Greek of the Lower Empire.” The King of Prussia-
sent an envoy to compliment Napoleon on his victory,
and signed a treaty with the latter by which he ceded to
France the Margravate of Anspach and the princiﬁalities
of Neufchitel and Cleves, for which he received in
return the Electorate of Hanover. 'The King of Naples,
who had assisted the Coalition by placing his army
on a war-footing, under the direction of a Russian
general, was to be dethroned, and Joseph, Napoleon’s
brother, was some time .afterwards appointed King of
the Two Sicilies (March 30th, 1806)..

But whilst the French were triumphant on land,
the English gained a naval Austerlitz. The French
admiral, Villeneuve, wishing to retrieve his reputation, .
and being in command of thirty-three line-of-battle ships
and five frigates, attacked the English fleet, composed
of seven-and-twenty ships of the line and four frigates,
under Nelson and Collingwood, a few leagues to the
north-west of Cape Trafalgar (October 21st). The result
was that nineteen large French or Spanish vessels were
taken, of which five afterwards escaped to Cadiz, sixteen
‘were either wrecked, burnt, or sunk, and only four arrived
safe at Gibraltar, as well as three French admirals and
seven thousand prisoners. By this victory England
remained mistress of the sea, and had no longer any ma-
ritime rivalry to dread. It was, however, dearly bought,
by the death of the great English admiral, Nelson.



-.CHAPTER II

§ I.—THE PROGRESS OF IMPERIALISM.
(From the 27th of December, 1805, to the Tth of July, 1807.)

ImMEeDIATELY after having gained the battle of Austerlitz,
it seems that Napoleon intended to form three compact
nations of fifteen million Italians, thirty million
Germans, and fifteen million Spaniards, and to create.
a system. of federal States to the French Empire. We
have already seen that Joseph Bonaparte had been
appointed to fill the Neapolitan throne; another of
the Emperor’s brothers, Louis, was named King of
Holland ; Massa and Carrara were given to his sister
Eliza; and Guastalla to another sister, Pauline ; Murat
became Grand Duke -of Berg, Berthier Prince of
Neufchatel, Talleyrand Prince of Benevento, Bernadotte
Prince of Pontecorvo, Cambacérés and Lebrun Dukes
of Parma and Piacenza; whilst he created the Venetian
provinces Dalmatia, Istria, Treviso, Conegliano, Belluno,
" Feltre, Friuli, Bassano, Vicenza, Cadore, Rovigo, and
Padua into duchies, which were bestowed as fiefs on
the principal officers of his army.

The creation of these Imperial fiefs caused great dis-
satisfaction, not alone amongst the nations who were:
despoiled and partitioned without being consulted, but
even amongst the French people, who had shed their
blood for what they thought liberty, and found they
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had only done so in order to create a new dymasty
and a military aristocracy. Since the victory of Auster-
litz Napoleon became more despotic, and cared more
for the aggrandisement of his family and partisans
than to benefit France. He also made a law by which
persons ennobled: were entitled to entail a certain income,
under the name of majoraf, in favour of their direct
descendants, and thus could continue an hereditary title.
Through similar means he endeavoured to prove to
Europe that he was an enemy to anarchy and the
restorer of society.

All the arts of government seemed to bear the same
* aristocratic impress. Forest property was arbitrarily
ceded to émigrés who had possessed it before the Revo-
lution ; for it was the opinion of the Emperor that it
was impossible to govern without the ancient families
receiving -back their large fortunes. Many monopolies
of former times were re-established; the taxes on.
salt, sugar, and the town-duties were increased, the
prefects became more tyranmical, arbitrary imprison-
ments were multiplied, letters were broken open; at the
Abbey of St. Denis, where until now only Kings had
been buried, tombs were prepared for the Napoleonic
dynasty, the Republican calendar was abolished, the
15th of August was declared to be the feast of the
patron saint of the Emperor, and, finally, the Imperial
Court was governed by a code of etiquette, consisting
of eight hundred and nineteen clauses. But it must
also be stated that the Bank of France was reorganised
on a better footing, that a corps of engineers, des ponls
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et chaussées, was created, that schools for daughters of
members of the Legion of Honour were erected, that
councils to arrange the quarrels between masters and
men weré instituted, and that prizes were founded for
improvements in arts and sciences. Moreover, the roads
of Mont Cenis and of the Simplon were completed, a
vast network of. canals was spread over France, and,
finally, Paris became greatly embellished, for it was the
Emperor’s wish “ that that illustrious city, which had
become the first in the universe, should befit by its
splendour so glorious a destiny.”

Yet the governments of Europe did not credit
Napoleon’s pacific intentions. How could they, when at
his instigation the Confederation of the Rhine was formed
(July 12th), by which the Kings of Bavaria and Wurtem-
berg, the Archbishop of Ratisbon, the Elector of Baden,
the Grand Duke of Berg, the Landgrave of Hesse-
‘Darmstadt, and ten other petty German princes, severed
themselves for ever from the German FEmpire, and
placed themselves under the protection of the Emperor
of the French? A new Coalition was formed against
France, of which England, Russia, and Prussia were the
chief members. War was - declared, and Saxony was
invaded by. Prussian troops (15th September). The
army of the Allies, under the command of the Duke of
Brunswick, numbered about a hundred and thirty-five
thousand men, whilst the French had about a hundred
and ninety thousand troops, of which the bulk was con-
centrated round Coburg and Bamberg. The Duke of -
Brunswick arrayed his army on both sides of the
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Thuringian Forest, with the design of pushing on to
Eisenach, pierce the centre of the valley of the Maine,
the base of the operations of the French, and cut them
off from their communications. Napoleon formed his
army in three columns, of which the right was com-
manded by Soult and -Ney, the centre by Bernadotte
and Davoust, with Murat at the head of the cavalry,
and the left by Lannes and Augereau. The latter
column met the enemy near Saalfeld, and defeated
. him (October 10th) with a loss of twelve hundred
ki_]léd, amjongst whom was their general, Prince Louis
" of Prussia. On the news of this defeat, the Duke of
Brunswick hastened to evacuate the Thuringian Forest
and to retreat towards Weimar, in order, if possible,
to save the stores at Naumburg, and to give time
\ for the reserve to come up. But Napoleon, with the
army under his command, prevented this; so that
the Prussians bad to march to Freyburg to gain the
Elbe, whilst the left wing, under Prince Hohenlohe,
kept the pass of Jena, and was to be supported by
the right wing still at Weimar.

At the approach of the French troops, Hohenlohe
evacuated the heights of Jena, intending to join the
army under the Duke. Thé French Emperor was
not slow in perceiving this, and thinking that he
had the whole Prussian army before him, he ordered
Murat to hasten from Dornburg to Jena; while Davoust
and Bernadotte were directed to advance from Naum-
burg, the first upon Apolda, in order to threaten the
enemy’s rear, the second upon Dornburg, to cut off his
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retreat to Prussia. “ Soldiers,” said the Emperor, “ the
Prussian army is turned, as the Austrian was a year
ago at’Ulm; it now only combats to secure the means
of retreat. The corps which should permit itself to
be broken would be dishonoured.” And during the
night "he made of the Landgrafenberg, the steepest
hill of the mountain-ridge near Jena, a kind of fortified
camp, whence, on the 14th of October, the French,
under Lannes, Augereau, Soult, and Ney, rushed down.
After a battle which raged furiously for several
hours, the Prussians were defeated, whole tegiments
‘were destroyed, whilst a German corps of twenty
thousand men, which came too late on the field, was
a.lmost.totally annihilated. The cavalry, under Murat,
completed the victory and bore down with loud cheers
on the retiring lines. Soon the rout became general;
infantry and cavalfy were blended together, and fled
pell-mell to Weimar.

In the meanwhile the army under the Duke of
Brunswick and the King of Prussia had amved at the
village of Auerstadt, and a division was ordered to
seize the defile of Koessen. But that defile had been
already occupied by Davoust, who was marching upon
Apolda, and who had only twenty-six thousand men
of whom four thousand were cavalry, to oppose against
fifty thousand infantry and ten thousand cavalry. One
of the French divisions, commanded by General Gudin,
had in the beginning to bear the whole brunt of the
attack of the enemy, because the other two divisions
~ had not yet crossed the Saal. These brave troops
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formed themselves into squares, and supported by a
terrible artillery fire, resisted all the charges of the
Prussians with indomitable resolution, though they
lost nearly half their number. At last the two
other divisions of Davoust’s army appeared, and
the conflict became more equal. In vain did the
Prussians repeatedly try to break the French squares;
they were always received by an uninterrupted fire and
by the hedge of bayonets of the kneeling front ranks.
At last the French became masters of the heights of the
Sonnenberg, from whence their guns could command the
field of battle and open a tremendous fire of grape
and canister upon the enemy’s columns. Then Davoust
resolved to strike a decisive blow, and though the Prussian
reserve troops were fifteen thousand strong, posted on.
an eminence and protected by the fire of a powerful
battery, they were driven from their positions with the
loss of twenty pieces of cannon. They retreated and
met the fugitives from the former army of Hohenlohe,
who bad been defeated at Jena. Now the retreat be-
came a complete rout: infantry, cavalry, and artillery
fled in the greatest confusion, leaving their guns,
horses, and ammunitioﬁ-waggons behind them; there
were no longer any generals, there was no longer any
order. Even the King of Prussia himself narrowly
escaped being made a prisoner. The loss of the
Prussians was enormous. Nearly twenty-five thousand
were killed in these two battles, and more than
that number made prisoners; of their four- principal
generals, General Schmettau was killed, whilst the
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Duke of Brunswick, Marshal Moellendorf, and Gel‘l‘éra,l_
Ruchel were severely wounded. Besides this three hun-
dred pieces of cannon and sixty standards fell into the
hands of the French. Erfurth surrendered the day after
the battle, and the King fled first to Sommerda and
~ then to Magdeburg; .the remaining Prussian troops,
under Kalkreuth, were defeated by Soult, at Nord-
hausen, and, after losing three thousand men and twenty -
. pieces of cannon, completely dishanded.

The French Emperor left his enemy no rest but
ordered his troops to advance. Bernadotte defeated
the Prince of Wurtemberg, who lost many men and
guns; Davoust took Leipsic and Wittenberg, and his
corps was the first to enter Berlin (October 25th).
Napoleon made his triumphal entry two days later, and
stopped first at Potsdam, from whence he sent the
sword of Frederick the Great to Paris. He also
levied an extraordinary war contribution of one hundred. .
million francs on the Prussian States to the west of the
"Vistula, one of twenty-four million francs on the smaller
States in the Prussian Confederacy, and one of twenty-
five million francs on the Elector of Saxony. Moreover,
the civil authorities were compelled to take an oath of
fidelity to the French Emperor; and later on the con-
quered territory was divided into four departments.
Then he addressed a proclamation to the army, in which
he said: “Soldiers! you are worthy defenders of my crown,
and of the great people. . - . One of the first Powers
in Europe, which recently had the audacity to propose
to us a shameful capitulation, is annihilated.
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All the Prussian provinces, from the Elbe to the Oder,
are in our hands. Soldiers! the Russians boast that
they are advancing to meet us. . . . We will spare
them the half of their journey; they will find an
Austerlitz in the heart of Prussia.”

Prince Hohenlohe, after various -adventures, was
-obliged to lay down his arms near Prentzlow, with
sixteen thousand men; Lannes and Murat cdptured
there sixty cannons and forty-five standards. Another
Prussian column, six thousand men strong, surren-
dered -also at Passewalck. The fortresses on the
Oder soon capitulated. Stettin was the first, Custrin
followed, thougli both might have held out, as they
had enough guns and were well garrisoned. The only
. corps of the Prussian army still remaining in the field
was composed of eighteen thousand infantry and six
thousand cavalry, under General Blucher. He was
compelled ' to throw himself into Lubeck, which he
defended wuntil that town was carried ’by assault.
He finally was driven with his troops to the very
edge of Danish territory, and obliged to surrender,
having only four thousand foot-soldiers and three
thousand seven hundred cavalry left. That same -
‘day (8th November), Magdeburg, with twenty
thousand men, eight hundred pieces of cannon, and
immense magazines, well stored, fell into the hands of
the French. The King of Prussia had fled to Konigs-
berg with fifteen thousand men, the only remnant of
his once powerful army, and refused  to ratify the
armistice proposed to him by the French Emperor, by
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which he was to give up to him all the provinces
between the Rhine and the Elbe.

The conquest of Prussia was now ended, but a
hundred thousand Russians were arriving on the
Vistula, and the war was becoming more complicated
than ever. In the meanwhile Napoleon, on the 20th
of November, published his Berlin decree, which
declared :—*1. The British Islands are placed in.a
state of blockade. 2. Every species of commerce and
communication with them is prohibited; all letters
or packets addressed in English, or in  English
characters, shall be seized at the post-office, and their
circulation interdicted. . 3. Every British subject, of
what rank or condition whatever, who shall be found
in the countries occupied by our troops or those of our
allies, shall be made prisoner of war. 4. Every ware-
house, merchandise, or property of any sort, belonging -
to a subject of Great Britain, or coming from its manu-
factories or colonies, is declared good prize. 5. Com-
merce of -every kind in English goods is prohibited;
and every species of merchandise belonging to England,
or emanating from its workshops or colonies, is declared
good prize. 6. The half of the confiscated value shall
be devoted to indemnifying those merchants whose
vessels have been seized by the English cruisers, for the
losses which they have sustained. 7. No vessel coming
directly from England, or any of its colonies, or having
touched there since the publication of the present
decree, shall be received into any harbour. 8. vae'r'y
vessel which, by means of a false declaration, shall have
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gh entry, shall be liable to' seizure,
Broo shall be confiscated as'if they
) England.” It further provided twd ad ?’180
W at Paris and one at Milan, and ' Prize-
decree should be communicated to all Ftated
es allies of the French Emperor. 1Kings
Bd to be acted upon with the utmost sevé was
ponsequences were that smuggling went on o ity.
scale ; that all colonial produce and warm cloth™ #
hlod in price; ‘that women with their half- nalkl®8
en knelt around the piles where English gool ed
burned, shouting, * For Heaven’s sake, give thet™
er to us!’” '
1#The dismissal of the Hospodars or governors of
lachia and Moldavia by the Turkish :Sultan, with
the consent of Russia, and which was against the
ulations of the treaty concluded between these two
ers in 1802, led to hostilities. The Russian troops |
ntered the Turkish territory under General Michelson,
nd advanced as far as Bucharest. Servia revolted
Pagainst the Porte, and Turkey sent an army on the
anube, whilst it concluded a close alliance with France.
2% In the meanwhile the French troops advanced still
?éfarther' into Prussian Poland, and the Poles rose up
4n rebellion both against Prussia and Russia. When
Napoleon arrived at Posen he was received with great
applause by the people, who entreated him to assis
in the restoration of their country. He hesitat
he armed the Prussian Poles, and gave them a
’iyisiohal Government ; bpt ‘he refuge&'to entér

}g,nd the

n
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any engagements: with the Russian Poles, and even
‘reassured Austria about Galicia. In' a bulletin ad- -
dressed /to the Poles, he said: “Is thé throne of Poland
about [to be restored, and is the nation destined to-
“its existence and independence ? From the
of the tomb is it destined to start into life?
one, who holds in His hands the combination of
greqit events, is the Arbiter of that grand political
proplem ; but certainly never was an event more .
mgmorable or worthy of interest.” The Russians had
ngt been idle, and, accompanied by fifteen thousand
russians, occupied ‘Warsaw ; but on the approach of
e French, they evacuated that town, and took up a
osition towards Pultusk on the Narew. There a
serious conflict took place, in which the latter were
victorious, as well as at some other places;. so that,
I finally, the Russian general, Kamenskoi, ifi full retreat,
ordered the artillery, which impeded his march, to be
sacrificed. - But General Benningsen disobeyed him ; he
resolved to delay the French army at Pultusk, in order
to give time to the artillery and equipages to come
up (December 26th). The mud. was ankle-deep, a
heavy fall of snow blinded French and Russians, who
both lost a large number of men, but the object of
the latter was attained; the advance of the IFrench
troops was delayed. The frightful state of the roads
nd the severity of the season also contributed to this,
d finally the French Emperor issued orders for ‘the

pps to go into winter quarters whilst he returned
“the Guards to Warsaw. :
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The Russians did not leave the French at rest.
Benningsen, who commanded them, crossed over into
East Prussia, but met a check at Mohrungen (Janu-
ary 24th). Napoleon ordered Bernadotte to retreat
towards Thorn, so as to draw on the enemy, whilst
he himself would attack their rear. His dispatches
were intercepted; and finally the Russians made a
stand at KEylau, resolved to. give battle in order to
free Konigsberg. The French troops under Soult
drove them out of Eylau, and Napoleon believed
them in full retreat, when the next day (February
7th), the Russians again attacked this town. The
battle raged amidst a heavy fall of snow, the loss
on both sides was immense, but the. victory was
undecided, though Benningsen retreated in good order
towards Konigsberg. There never was a more hideous
field of battle fought in the depth of winter, amidst
ice and snow. KEven Ney shrugged his shoulders
and said, “All this for nothing!” And Napoleon
himself, perceiving his own troops to be very gloomy,
shared in their emotion, and said, “ What a curse
is war . . .” “It might be said that no one
was able to fight any more through cold, horror,
and inability to stir. . . . Therefore the French
declared themselves victorious, and remained masters
of a field of dead bodies. On. the evening after the
battle, Napoleon invited the officers of the artillery,
who had saved the army, to take supper with him.
In order to arrive at the Emperor’s quarters they had to
pass between two heaps of bodies, limbs torn asunder,

e2
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arms, heads—alas! those of their friends. It can
easily be believed that no one had any appetite. But
what was still more disgusting and sickened every-
body was to find a bank-note in each of the table-
napkins. Such was the delicacy of the Emperor.
He paid ready cash for the death of their friends.”?

Several of the fortresses in Silesia had already been
taken by the French general, Vandamme, and Dantzic
finally surrendered on the 27th of May.

Napoleon again prepared to take the offensive.
The Russians had been foiled several times in their
attacks on Soult and Bernadotte, and as the French
troops had crossed the river Passarge, the former
were obliged to fall back on the entrenched camp at
Heilsberg, which was attacked by the French on
the 10th of June. They had to withdraw amidst
frightful loss on both sides, but Napoleon moved on the
~ enemy’s flanks and threatened his magazines, which
compelled the Russians to evacuate their camp, and to.
establish themselves in front of Bartenstein. The
superior military tactics of the French Emperor, how-
ever, forced the enemy to retreat by forced marches to
Friedland, a town situated on the left bank of the river
Alle, which there flows in a northern direction towards
the Baltic. Benningsen crossed the river and attacked
Lannes at Posthenen, a village about three miles from
Friedland (June 14th); a fresh French corps, under
Mortier, arrived to support the latter, and in spite of
the vigour of the onset, the French held their ground.

3 Michelet, Histoire du XIX. sibcle, vol. iii., bk. iii., ch. 12.
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Napoleon, who soon afterwards came on the field with
the whole of his army, exclaimed, “This is the anni-
versary of Marengo; the battle could not be fought
on a more propitious day.” The order was given to
advance, and amidst prodigious carnage Friedland was
taken, and the Russians driven to retreat. A few
days later Konigsberg fell also into the hands of
the French, but without magazines or stores of any
importance.

As soon as the .Russian Emperor Alexander saw
the French on the Niemen, and threatening the Polish
provinces of Russia, he resolved to ask for peace. ‘A
personal interview between the two Emperors, which
lasted two hours, took place on 2 raft moored in the
centre of the river Niemen, near Tilsit. Finally

" Alexander and Napoleon, as well as the King and
Queen of Prussia, went to reside in Tilsit, and after a
fortnight’s conference the treaties, named after that
town, were formally signed, the first treaty between
France and Russia on the 7th, the second between
France and Prussia on the 9th of July. By the
first, the Emperor Napoleon, as a mark of his regard
for the Emperor of Russia, agreed to restore to the
King of Prussia Silesia and nearly all his German
dominions on the right bank of the Elbe, with the
fortresses on the Oder and in Pomerania. The Polish
provinces of Prussia were erected into a Grand Duchy
of Warsaw, and bestowed on the King of Saxony,
with the exception of the province of Bialystock,
containing two hundred thousand souls, which was
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ceded to Russia; Dantzic was declared a free and
independent city; the Dukes of Oldenburg and
Mecklenburg - were reinstated in their dominions,
but their harbours were occupied by French troops to
~ prevent the introduction of English merchandise ; the
Prussian provinces on‘the left bank of the Elbe, with
Hesse, Brunswick, and a part of Hanover, were erected,
in favour of Jérobme Bonaparte, the Emperor’s brother,
into a kingdom of Westphalia, whilst Napoleon was
.accepted as mediator between Russia and Turkey. By
the second treaty, the King of Prussia acceded to the
stipulations of the -first, closed his harbours to the
ships and commerce of Great Britain, and consented
to leave the fortresses in Silesia or on the Oder in the
hands of France, as a security for the payment of the
war-contributions, which amounted to over twenty-four
million pounds sterling. A secret convention was also
concluded between the French Emperor and the Russian
Autocrat, by which it was agreed that France should.
unite with Russia to wrest from Turkey all its pro-
vinces in Europe, except Roumelia and Constantinople ;
and that Russia should make common cause with
France against England if peace was not concluded by
the 1st of November, on terms stipulating that the
flags of every nation should enjoy a perfect and entire
equality on every sea, whilst all the conquests made
of French possessions since 1805 were to be restored.
The Courts of Copenhagen, Stockholm, and Lisbon
should also be summoned to close their harbours
against English vessels. It is said that the two
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Emperors entered upon a still more secret convention by
which Moldavia, Wallachia, Bulgaria, and Servia were
to be allotted to Russia, whilst Greece, Macedonia,
- -Dalmatia, and all the sea-coasts of the Adriatic were to
~ be given to France; princes of the family of Napoleon
were to be placed on the Spanish and Portuguese
thrones ;" and Russia was also to take Finland.

Thus Napoleon abandoned the principles of French
pohtlcs he considered the Turks and the Poles but as
auxiliaries, and after having entered upon an engage-
ment not to restore Poland, he even promised fo aid in
the dismembering of Turkey. All the glory and
splendour belonged to the French Emperor, but all the
profit of the interview accrued to Alexander, for the
acquisition of Finland, the final consecration of the par-
tition of Poland, and the ruin of the Turkish Empire,
‘were of immense advantage to him, whilst the pro-
blematical thrones of Spain and Portugal not only did
not give Napoleon any direct benefit, but were the first -
causes of his ruin. He had hoped to gain over and to
dazzle Alexander, to bring him at any price to consent
to the realisation of his grand dream, the destruction
of England, and he had only nominally succeeded.
The Czar promised everything, but left it to the future
to declde if he should keep h1s promises.



CHAPTER III.

§ I—THE DECAY OF IMPERIALISM.
(From the Tth of July, 1807, to the 14th of October, 1809.)

Tre Revolution had been in existence only twenty years,
, and already the whole of Europe was overturned. The
French Empire had a population of forty millions, and
the Federal States, which were grouped around it, were
peopled by an equal number. The Emperor seemed to
be firmly established on his throne, the public con-
fidence was unshaken ; the Princes and monarchs of
Europe who appeared in succession at his court, dazzled
the eyes of the multitude ; the halo of his military glory
prevented the view of internal misery; the grandeur
and supremacy of the French nation compensated for
the absence of liberty; and the despotic head of the
State governed nations, as well as potentates, with a
rod of iron. Napoleon’s activity did not slacken; he
directed all the affairs of the State, whilst giving grand
entertainments ; he held councils, travelled far and near,
.and had the most magnificent court in Europe, whilst
he restored palaces, planned monuments, and protected
letters, arts, and above all sciences. New industries
sprung up under his reign; beet-root sugar replaced
cane-sugar ; madder .became extensively cultivated ;
' spinning- and- weaving machines were invented, and
large sums were spent on public works. But. all this
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grandeur was erected without sufficient foundation,
and, therefore, could not last. France had not a single
ally, whilst in the north and in the south, Russia and
Spain were her enemies, though disguising their feel-
ings of hatred under the mask of alliances. The con-
scription was exhausting the population, the finances-
did no longer work regularly, the army became
gradually more despotie, and, in"short, the whole fabrie
of the State rested only on the life of one man.

. After the battles of Jena and Friedland, Napoleon
suppressed the Tribunate (September 18th, 1807), which
was replaced by three Committees of the Legislative Body,
each composed of seven members ; a new nobility with
high-sounding titles was organised (March 1st, 1808);
the grand dignitaries of the Empire received the title of
Princes; the ministers, the senators, the councillors of
State, the President of the Legislative Body, and the arch-
- bishops became Counts; the presidents of the different
coutfs, the bishops, and the mayors of thirty-seven large
towns, Barons; and the members of the Legion of
Honour, Knights. Those titles could be transmitted
upon certain conditions, whilst the Emperor reserved to
himself the right of admitting into- the new nobility
those men who, in his opinion, had deserved it. Now he
began to distribute dignities, titles, money, and estates,
not only to his victorious generals, but even to former
Jacobins. He thought, by acting thus, to reconcile
ancient to modern France, to favour the fusion: of
the former nobility with the nation; but be was
mistaken. The aristocratic émigrés ridiculed the bearing
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and behaviour of the Imperial nobles, who strutted
about, flaunting the rags of the .ancien' régime, which
did not even become them. Moreover, foreign nations
mocked the crowned adventurer, who thought to create
a nobility with fortunate soldiers and renegade and
apostate partisans of the Revolution.

All the creations of that period, though excellent
in themselves, bore a despotic impress. The censure
of the press was made more stringent; by the final
-organisation of the University (March 17th, 1808), the
freedom of instruction became entirely destroyed, and
education was based on * fidelity to the Imperial
‘monarchy, the depository of the happiness of the
people, and to the dynasty of Napoleon, the preserver
of the unity of France, and -of all the Liberal ideas
proclaimed by the Constitution.” The Penal Code and
the institution of the jury became entirely changed, so
that there were less guarantees for personal liberty. A
court was established to verify the income and expenses
of the State, and to audit the public accounts; but
from -this auditing was excepted the private domain
of the Emperor, which had then already risen to four
hundred millions of francs. However, the splendour of
the Peace of Tilsit dazzled every one, and France, which
had formerly worshipped on the altar of liberty, now
prostrated itself before the altar of glory.

The English Government, having become aware that
the French Emperor was going to seize the Danish
fleet, resolved to forestall him. It sent a formidable
armament and a large fleet to the harbour of
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Copenhagen, and demanded every ship belonging to the
Danish navy, promising that at the conclusion of the
general peace it should be restored to Denmark. This
demand was refused, whereupon the British troops
disembarked without meeting with any resiktance, and
the town was invested. The artillery was landed, a
summons to deliver up the fleet was made anew, and
“this being again rejected, the bombardment began; and
was continued for nearly three days and nights. Part
of the city was set on fire, and the Danes had no
alternative left but to sign a capitulation (September
7th, 1807). Early in October the British fleet and
army returned to England, bringing with them eighteen
Danish ships of the line, fifteen frigates, six brigs,
and twenty-five gunboats. The Danish Government
had immediately all English subjects living on its
territory arrested, confiscated their property, and con-
cluded an alliance with France, which was broken
only on the downfall of Napoleon. Russia declared
that the seizure of the Danish fleet was “an act of
violence of which history, so fertile in wickedness,
does not afford a parallel example.” It broke off all
diplomatic relations with England until satisfaction
should have been given to Denmark. Prussia and
even Austria were obliged to act in the same manner,
and finally Napoleon, by a decree dated from Milan,
December 17th, 1807, -declared that “every vessel,
of whatever nation, which shall have submitted to be
searched by British cruisers, or paid any impost levied
by the British Government, shall be considered as
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having lost the privileges of a neutral flag, and be
regarded and dealt with as an English vessel !”

The Turkish Sultan Selim, having been replaced by his
qephew, Mustapha IV. (May 29th, 1807), the new Sultan
signed an armistice with the Russians, who continued
to occupy Moldavia and Wallachia, and even refused to
evacuate it on the solicitation of Napoleon; whilst at the
same time they invaded Finland, which, later on, was
ceded to Russia (September 17th, 1809). The harmony
between the Pope and the French Emperor was also
not of long duration, and ‘at last the French troops
entered Rome (February 2nd, 1808). Two months
afterwards an Imperial decree annexed several of the
Papal provinces to the Kingdom of Italy, on the ground
“that the actual sovereign of Rome had constantly
declined to declare war against the English, and to
coalesce with the Kings of Ttaly and Naples for the
defence of the Italiah peninsula.” The Papal troops
were incorporated with the French army, the cardinals
were sent to their respective dioceses, and the authority
of the Pope was confined within certain narrow bounds.
Public opinion declared itself generally in favour of
Pius VII, who showed great resignation, whilst
Napoleon alternated between violence and moderation.

Spain, since the reign of Louis XIV. the ally of
France, had remained faithful to that alliance, even
after the Bourbons had descended from the French
throne. But when Napoleon was waging war with
Prussia, the Prime Minister, Manuel Godoy, the Prince
of Peace, the favourite of the old King Charles IV.,
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and, above all, of his wife, had been informed of the
intended spoliation of Spain, ‘and had published two
proclamations (October, 1806), “in which he invited
all Spaniards to unite themselves under the national
standards . . . . to enable the nation to enter
with glory in the lists which were preparing.” After
the battle of Jena the Prime Minister offered some.
excuses, and. only obtained his pardon by sending a
.contingent of fourteen thousand Spanish troops to the
shores of the Baltic to join Bernadotte: But by this
time Napoleon had clearly perceived that he could no
longer reckon on a Spanish alliance, and that the
Spaniards would attack him in his rear whilst he should
be engaged in a war with Germany. He, therefore,
resolved to make the Peninsular monarchies French,
either by reforming them, by giving them monarchs
of his own choice, or by annexing the Spanish
provinces north of the Ebro; and to give Portugal
as a compensation to Spain. After the Conven-
tion of Tilsit, the French Emperor summoned the
Court of Lisbon to shut her ports against Eng-
land. The British Cabinet advised compliance with
this demand; but Napoleon perceived that he was
being temporised with. He sent Junot, at the head
of twenty-five thousand men, to reduce the Pottu-
guese to submission, and the approach of the French to
the capital had the desired effect. The Portuguese
Prince Regent declared war against England; but it
seems probable that this step also was taken with the
"connivance of the latter country. Before Junot could
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make his way across the mountains, the royal
family of Portugal, actompdnied by fifteen thousand
Portuguese nobles and wealthy gentlemen, had quitted
Lisbon for Brazil, and the English had taken pos-
session of the fleet.

Napoleon pushed his designs against Spain with
great vigour, and found a ready instrument for his
intrigues in Ferdinand, the son of the King, and
Prince of the Asturias, who actually asked the French
Emperor to assist him in his ambitious schemes.
The latter could have wished for no better pretext
of interference, and he forthwith sent -Dupont
with twenty-eight thousand men across the frontier.:
These were soon followed by an equal force under
Moncej, by ten thousand under Duhesme, and by
further contingents at brief intervals, whilst a new
levy of eighty thousand men was ordered in France.
Charles IV. and Godoy could do little or nothing
against this display of force. The French, placed
under the command of Murat, seized all the strong
positions south of the Pyrenees, and on the north-
eastern coast; and on the 1st of March, Napoleon
plainly declared his intention to annex the provinces
between the mountains and the Ebro, for which he
offered Portugal as a compensation.” Godoy seemed
disposed to accept this bargain; but on second thoughts
he advised the King and Queen to flee before the im-
pending storm: Preparations were actually being
made for a migration to America, when the popular
indignation was roused by the mews. At Aranjuez,
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where the Court was then assembled, the party of
Ferdinand took advantage of the feeling to provoke
an outbreak. The royal residence was besieged,
Godoy’s house was attacked, and Charles IV. was
compelled to abandon his project, and to dismiss
his Minister. Ferdinand pressed his advantage, and,
in the end, the King abdicated in favour of his
son. '

The accession of Ferdinand VII. was hailed by the
Spanish people with enthusiastic applause, and in the
meanwhile Murat marched upon Madrid. The populace
received him with open® arms (March 28rd), and
Charles and Ferdinand both appealed to him to take
them under his protection. At last the aged King.
retracted his abdication, and wrote to Napoleon accusing
his son of treachery. The Emperor advised his Marshal
to temporise, and betook himself to Bayonne, pro-
bably intending to continue his journey to the Spanish
capital. If that had been in his mind, it was rendered
. unnecessary by the abject conduct of the two claimants
to the throne. First the son, and then the father, came
personally to sue for the Emperor’s recognition. Na-
poleon, without any idea of permitting the restoration of
the father, demanded that the son should renounce his
claims to the throne. This Ferdinand at first refused ;
and whilst Napoleon was meditating upon his next’
step, a sanguinary revolt broke out in Madrid. It
was not suppressed without much bloodshed; and the
effect of the news at Bayonne was to make the
Emperor yet more sternly demand the abdication of -
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Ferdinand, who was finally obliged to comply. As a
matter of form, Napoleon offered to replace Charles IV.
upon the throne; but the King was disenchanted by
all that had happened. He also signed his final
abdication (May 5th), which was acquiesced in by his
two sons. Under the inspiration of Murat, the Spanish
Government at Madrid offered the throne to Joseph
Bonaparte, who was already King of Naples and Sicily,
a crown which was, later on, given to Murat.

It is.worthy of remark that Napoleon subsequently,.
in his exile at. St. Helena, attributed the beginning
of his disasters to the intrigues by which he drove
the Bourbons from Spain. ’

The revolt of the Spaniards spread. The whole
people rose in indignation against the treachery of
their rulers, and the presumption of the invaders.
This insurrection was hailed with acclamation in
England, which had long been waiting for a new oppor-
tunity to strike a blow at Napoleon. An alliance
was forthwith concluded between Great Britain and the
Spa.nish' juntas, and in the course of the year 1808
the former country provided the Spaniards with
. three millions sterling, and two hundred thousand
muskets.

In the meantime the Spanish patriots themselves
were not idle. Murat delayed his assumption of the
purple in Naples in order to direct the movement of
the French forces. After a few minor successes ob-
tained by the French, the Spaniards were beaten in
Castile; and the\y made ho better stand in Galicia
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and Valencia. But at Baylen the French under
Dupont suffered a notable defeat. Fifteen thousand
regulars .and twice as many irregulars, commanded by
Castafios, who had received his orders from the supreme
Jjunta of Seville, managed to surround Dupont, who had
only twelve thousand men. The French general was
obliged to capitulate, including in his surrender ten
thousand troops under General Vedel, whom Murat had
sent to his assistance (July 20th). The consequence of
" this disaster was that the scattered French forces fell
back upon Madrid, Duhesme was besieged in Barcelona,
- Joseph Bonaparte fled from the capital, whilst even
Junot found his position in Portugal untenable.

Tt was now the turn of the Portuguese to rise
against the invader; and England at once came to
the aid of the insurgents. Sir Arthur Wellesley,
who had landed at Oporto on the 26th of July, went
with the expedition to Mondego Bay, where he arrived
four days later, and advanced, with fifteen thousand
men, upon Lisbon. Junot _a:ttacked_ the English forces,
now sixteen thousand strong, at Vimiera (August 21st),
with such ill-success as to compel him to retire upon
the defiles of Torres Vedras. The .defeat at Baylen
had shut off his retreat into Spain, and he therefore
proposed to evacuate Portugal, on condition that his
army should be sent back to France by sea, with all
the arms, baggage, and artillery, threatening to lay
the capital in ruins if his terms were not complied
with. The English thought fit to agree to this, and
the Convention of Cintra, erroneously so called, was
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signed (August 80th), and carried out, greatly to the -
dissatisfaction of public opinion in England, which
bitterly reproached Sir Hew Dalrymple for. concluding
such a compact.

Napoleon would doubtless have come to the rescue
of his armies in the Peninsula if it had not been
for the disquieting news of the armaments of Austria,
which was busily stirring up the whole of Central
Europe against her enemy. TUnder these "circum-
stances it became necessary for the French Emperor
to cultivate good relations with Russia, and to this
end he arranged a meeting with the Czar Alexander
at Erfurth (September 27th). The Czar had set his
" heart upon gaining possession of Constantinople ; but
Napoleon was not prepared to pay so high a price for
the Russian alliance. He agreed, however, to a scheme
whereby the Czar was to appropriate Finland, Mol-
davia, and Wallachia, in return for which Alexander
was to guarantee an army of one hundred and fifty
thousand men, in the event of an Austro-French war.
Simultaneously with the signature of this Convention,
the Czar secretly assured England of his continued

attachment to the cause of European independence.
~ From Erfurth the two Emperors offered a termination
of hostilities to the Government of Great Britain; but
the latter power refused to negotiate on any other
basis than the restitution of Naples and Spain to the
" Bourbon dynasties.

The fear of an immediate attack from Austria was
‘removed by this meeting of the Emperors; and

Vs3is9q1. L
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Napoleon carried his grand army from Germany across
the Pyrenees. On this occasion he induced the Senate
to grant him one hundred and sixty thousand men,
of the old and new levies. His brother Joseph had
taken up his residence at Vittoria, where a French
army of a hundred thousand men was assembled.
Hither came Napoleon with his veterans and his new
conscripts; and within a few weeks the Spaniards
were beaten and cut to pieces at Burgos, at.Espinosa,
at Tudela, at Madrid. An English force of about
twenty thousand men, under Sir John Moore, was on
its way to aid in the defence of the Spanish capital,
when an intercepted despatch made the English
general acquainted with the fall of that town. It
became, therefore, mecessary to save the army by a
rapid retreat, and Moore at once fell back towards
Corunna, being hard pressed by Soult, and by Napo-
leon himself. It was a desperate march for the
English. They lost most of their artillery, and
much of their baggage. Many thousand men died
of fatigue, disease, and the severity of the winter;
but the remainder escaped from their pursuers.
Napoleon, once more alarmed by the news from
Austria, resigned the direction of the pursuit to Soult,
and departed from Spain. The Marshal succeeded in
forcing a battle on the Inglish at the moment
when they came in sight of Corunna (January 16th,
1809). Sir John Moore died in action; but his retreat
had been so far a triumph that it enabled the survivors
to take ship and embark with all the sick, wounded,

JS2
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artillery, stores, and even prisoners, three days before
the fall of the town.

. Meanwhile Saragossa was being besieged by Lannes,
directing the corps of Mortier and Moncey. Palafox,
at the head of a garrison of irrégular troops and un-
disciplined volunteers, heroically defended the city for
fifty days in open trenches, and for six weeks in desperate
conflicts, during which first the walls, then the streets
and houses, were successively contested. It capitu-
lated on the 21st of February, and as many as sixty
thousand human beings are said to have fallen on
both sides in the course of this sanguinary siege.

The success of the French was now complete. They
had regained the whole country, re-entered Madrid,
driven the English .contingents from Spanish soil, and
bade fair to re-establish Joseph Bonaparte more firmly
than ever. But in the meantime affairs’ had grown
to a head in Central Europe. Austria’s efforts were
bearing fruit, and Napoleon’s enemies were assuming
more and more boldness in his absence. England, too,
had sent a hundred million francs to provide sinews of
war for the new Coalition. Prussia, and even Russia,
in spite of the Erfurth meeting, made contingent
promises of assistance. '

Leaving his brother Joseph in charge of the army
in Spain, with Marshal Jourdan as his major-general,
Napoleon returned to France and prepared to meet the
Austrian Coalition. He ordered Davoust from the
north of Germany, with forty-five thousand men, to
advance upon Bamberg, whilst Masséna, with fifty
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thousand, marched from Ulm to Augsburg. Berthier
was provisionally appointed to the chief command, and
Marmont, Poniatowski, Prince Eugéne Beauharnais,
and Bernadotte approached with auxiliary forces from
various directions. There were in all two hundred
thousand men at the immediate disposal of Berthier,
whilst about a hundred thousand more were ready to
cross the frontiers. The levy of the Austrians, en masse,
had raised the strength of their army to three hundred
and ten thousand men, of whom a hundred and seventy-
five thousand were in Germany, under the Archduke
Charles; twenty-five thousand in the Tyrol, under
Jellachich ; fifty thousand in Ttaly, under the Archduke
John; twenty thousand in Dalmatia, under Ginlay; and
forty thousand in Galicia, under the Archduke Ferdinand.

The French Emperor had ordered Berthier, in case
of attack, to concentrate his forces on the right bank of
the Danube, between Augsburg and Donauwérth ; but
he either misunderstood or neglected this order, and
left his divisions scattered over a great extent and on
both sides of the river, Davoust was. virtually sur-
rounded at Ratisbon, and if the Archduke Charles had
displayed greater genius or vigour, the French would
probably have suffered a severe defeat. The Emperor,
saw the danger, and hastened to place himself at the
head of his troops. He at once made a fresh distribu-
tion of, the various corps, and concentrated one hundred
and twenty thousand men upon Abensberg, where, after
several days’ fighting with the Austrian general, Hiller,
who was driven back upon Landshut, he cut off the
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left wing from Charles s army. Masséna, advancing on
the right bank of the river, compelled Hiller to fall back
still farther, with a loss of ten thousand prisoners and
almost as many killed. Meanwhile Archduke Charles,
having taken Ratisbon, slowly advanced, in the expecta-
tion of being joined by Hiller. But encountering
Davoust near Eckmiihl, he offered battle, and Napoleon,
- taking him suddenly in the rear, defeated him with a
loss of five thousand dead, and fifteen thousand prisoners.
The Archduke retired to Ratisbon, whither the French
Emperor immediately followed him. The town was
attacked and taken; but Charles, cutting the bridge
over the river, escaped into Bohemia with the bulk of
his airmy. In the five days’ fighting between the
17th and the 22nd of April, the French took many
thousand prisoners, a hundred guns, forty standards,
and three thousand caissons.

Napoleon now had a march of sixty leagues before
‘him to the Austrian capital. Hiller made a desperate
stand af Ebersberg, in order to give the Archduke time
to cross to the .ﬁght bank of the Danube, and after
a terrible massacre, in which he lost one-fourth of his
army of thirty thousand men, and the French about
the same number, he joined Charles with the remains
of his force at Zwettel. Meanwhile Napoleon pushed
on to Vienna, which he reached, with Masséna and
Lannes, in the second week of May. After a bombard-
ment of a few hours, the ‘capital surrendered on the
18th of May, and Bernadotte simultaneously defeated
a.detachment of the Archduke’s army at Tiintz.
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The great bridge at Vienna had been burnt, and
it became necessary for Napoleon to cross the Danube
in the face of a hundred thousand men. He himself
had. only sixty thousand; though Davoust was coming
up with his corps, whilst Bernadotte and Van-
damme held the banks of the river as far as Passau.
The Emperor selected for his point of crossing a spot
some few leagues from the capital, where the Danube,
of considerable width, is divided into four branches. A
bridge of boats having been constructed, forty thousand
Frenchmen crossed the stream, and took up their
position in the villages of Aspern and Essling, on
the plain of the Marchfeld. Here they were suddenly
attacked by the Austrians, who outnumbered them by
more than two to ome, and who concentrated upon
them the fire of two hundred cannon. The Danube
was heavily swollen by the rains, and at the commence-
ment of the fight the bridge was broken. ILannes
and Masséna defended the villages throughout the
day, and retained possession of them at night. By
the next morning Napoleon had repaired the disaster,
and sent over three divisions, whilst Davoust was ready
to follow with the artillery. The Emperor himself
assumed the offensive with sixty thousand men, and
the Austrian centre had already given way before the
impetuous attack, when the bridge was once more
swept away. The ammunition of the French was all
but exhausted, and Napoleon was obliged to order a
retreat upon Essling. Six times in the course of that
day the two villages were taken and retaken, the
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French being almost restricted to the wuse of the
bayonet. After a sanguinary struggle, during which
Lanhes was killed, the night again found the French
troops in possession of Aspern and Essling; but it
was impossible to maintain the ground under such
conditions. =~ The army was taken back across the
- Danube (May 22nd), Masséna holding the Archduke in
check; and Lobau, the largest of the islands in the
river, was retained until an opportunity should occur
for a fresh attempt.

The news of this partial victory of the Austrians
inspired the Coalition with fresh courage. Prussia
ordered a levy of a hundred thousand troops; England
engaged - to land forty thousand men in Northern
'Germany. Meanwhile Napoleon took a rest of six
weeks. On the 17th of May, from the Palace of
Schénbrunn, he issued a decree annexing the Roman
States to the Empire, for which he was excommuni-
cated by Pius VII. on the 20th of June. By -
Murat’s orders the Pope was taken prisoner, and
confined in Grenoble, from whence Napoleon had him
transferred to Savona. , .

In the meanwhile the French had fortified the
island of Lobau, which they had connected by four
bridges with the right bank of the river; and three
other bridges were ready to be thrown across to
the northern bank, so as to take the Austrian de-
fences in the rear. Davoust, Eugéne Beauharnais,
and Marmont had joined the Emperor, whose army
was thus brought up to a strength of a hundred
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and fifty thousand men. The Austrians were re-
inforced to the number of a hundred and seventy-
five thousand, and rested upon the villages of Aspern,
Essling, and Enzersdorf, protected by redoubts mount-
ing a hundred and fifty guns. Napoleon' made a
show of his intention to cross again at the same
point as before, and actually threw two bridges
on the bank in front of Aspern; but on the night
of the 6th of July, amidst a wviolent artillery fire
against Enzersdorf, the whole army crossed from the
extreme east of the long island of Lobau. Napoleon
thus took the Austrians on the flank, turning the
defensive works which they had constructed with so
much .Jabour; and the Archduke was compelled to
fall back with his troops, behind the Russbach, on
Wagram. The French followed them, and at nightfall
the two armies faced each other. '

On the next day, July 6th, Napoleon began the
attack, with Beauharnais, Oudinot, and Marmont in
the centre, Masséna and Bernadotte on the left, and
Davoust on_ the right. The Archduke’s right drove
back Bernadotte, and took Essling from Masséna, thus
threatening the bridges; but Davoust succeeded in
crossing the Russbach. As soon as Napoleon saw
these troops appear, he exclaimed, “ The battle is
gained!” and immediately sent forward to the attack
twenty-one battalions and a hundred guns, supported
by two divisions of cavalry and the Guard. Not
without great loss, this column pushed’ back the
centre of the Austrians; and the Archduke, who
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personally .commanded the right, was obliged to fall
back from Essling. Meanwhile Davoust advanced on
Wagram ; and the enemy, his line being completely
broken, retreated in good order, leaving twenty-five

thousand men upon the field. The loss of the

French was scarcely inferior. Napoleon pursued the
Austrians, and overtook them at Znaym, where,

~instead of risking another battle, the Archduke

AN

proposed an armistice. So ended the fifth Coalition
against the Emperor.

The remainder of the year 1809 was distinguished
by the unfortunate expedition of forty .thousand
English troops to Walcheren, of which the object
was to destroy the French armaments at Antwerp,
and by desultory fighting, without great results, in the
Peninsula. Sir Arthur Wellesley, who had been busy
reorganising his army at Lisbon, compelled Soult,
whom Napoleon had charged with driving the English
out of Spain and Portugal, to fall back, in a retreat
no less disastrous, and no less glorious, than that of
Sir Jobn Moore. Soult managed to join Ney at Lugo °
(May 29th), but, unable to agree with his brother
marshal, he soon left him again; and the latter

"was obliged to fall back. The jealousy displayed

towards Soult by the other French generals produced

“ore than one unfortunate result in the Peninsular

ca,mna,lgns -Sir Arthur Wellesley, after shaking off
Soult m Portugal determined to advance into Spain,
and to threaten the capital; and, whilst Beresford
and Del Parque, with a strong force of Spaniards,
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kept the French occupied on the Douro, he made his
way as far as Talavera. Joseph Bonaparte set out from
Madrid, and, with the army of Victor and Sébastiani,
went to meet Wellesley, whilst Soult was ordered
to join the divisions of Ney and Mortier, and to fall
upon the flank and rear of the English. But the two
last-named generals were slow to carry out this ar-
rangement, and the consequence was that Joseph
attacked the Erglish without their assistance, and was
badly beaten, with a los§ of ten thousand men (July
27th and 28th). For this victory Sir Arthur Wellesley
was created Baron Douro of Wellesley and Viscount
Wellington of Talavera.

The Spanish King retired, leaving Victor, with
the bulk of his forces, behind ; and the English com-
mander, bearing of the advance of Soult with a very
large force, thought it prudent- to recross the Tagus,
and make for Portugal. French military authors
pretend that there was a moment during this retreat
when the French might have had the Allies at théir
mercy ; but Soult’s advice was mot followed to march
with ninety thousand men at once on Coria and Lisbon,
and during the whole of the campaign such an oppor-
tunity never again occurred. These authors also believe,
that if Napoleon. had been in Spain, he might, perhaps,
have subjected for a while the whole ‘Peninsula, and
have driven the English temporarily out of the country.
He was otherwise engaged, and his marshals were
unequal to the task in his absence.

Tt was not until the 14th of October that the peace
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negotiations were concluded at Vienna. By this treaty
Austria ceded Istria, Croatia, and Carniola to France,
Saltzburg and the surrounding districts to Bavaria,
Western Galicia to the Duke of Warsaw, and a part of
Eastern Galicia to Russia. The Emperor Francis re-
cognised Joseph as King of Spain, agreed to limit his
army to one hundred and fifty thousand men, and to
pay £3,400,000 as a war indemnity. The defences of
Vienna were levelled to the ground, and the resistance
of Central Europe was crushed for more than five years
to come.

§ II.——THE LAST YEARS OF THE EMPIRE.
(From the 15¢h of October, 1809, till the 9tk of March, 1813.)

BonNaPaRTE was wont to declare in the most solemn
manner that his great aim was to live at peace with
his neighbours, and to consolidate the Empire to which
be had attained. It has, indeed, been plausibly argued
by some of those who incline to the most favourable
view of his character, that many of the great wars in
which he was engaged were the results of hostile
Coalitions against him, rather than of new aggressive
schemés on his own part. For instance, he did not
court the war against Austria, last recorded; and ex-
cuses have even been found for his conduct in the Spanish
dynastic quarrels. It has been said that he frequently
expressed a wish that he could devote himself to the
arts of peace, to the encouragement of the national
_ industries, and the development of social life in France.
And, in /fac.t, the arts of peace did flourish, strange as
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the paradox may seem, in the midst of the Emperor’s
warlike' enterprises. The French Court was splendid
and magnificent, its example of display set a fashion
throughout the country, and did much to extend
the refinement and polish, hitherto confined amongst
the wealthier classes, to all grades of Frenchmen.
Vast sums of money were spent on public monuments,
and on artistic achievements of every kind. In 1810,
there was appropriated to public works a sum of a
hundred and thirty-eight million francs; and in the
following year this large amount was increased by
sixteen millions. ‘

In order to strengthen his dynasty, as well as to
add brilliance to his court, the Emperor determined
to separate from his childless wife Josephine, and to
marry into ome of the reigning families of Europe.
Though the Empress was extremely popular with the
French people, he was divorced, first by a decree
of the Senate; and next by the municipal authorities
of Paris. On the 2nd of April, 1810, he took to
wife Maria Louisa, a daughter of the Emperor Francis
of Austria, who was received in France with effusive
demonstrations of enthusiasm. This act was, in one
sense, the acme of Napoleon’s triumph. The Con-
tinent was virtually at peace, in spite of the con-
tinued disturbances in Spain. The .authority of the
Emperor was acknowledged from the Baltic to the
Mediterranean. Rome, Naples, Amsterdam, and
Madrid had fallen into his hands. England, to
all appearance, was being gradually ruined by her
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exclusion from Continental trade; and Russia, théugh
less subservient than her western neighbours, was yet
afraid of uttering a hostile word against the mighty
despot. France was enabled to recover from her
more open and conspicuous wounds. In 1810 the
expenditure -of so vast an Empire fell as low as
seven hundred and forty million francs; and there
were even calm and sensible men in every country
of Europe who perceived in the home government
and social condition of the Empire a wise and bene-
ficent rule. To crown the glory and the hopes of
Napoleon, a child was born to him on the 20th of
March, 1811, on whom its father, in his overweening
pride, bestowed the title of the King of Rome.
Meanwhile the royal creatures of the Emperor, his
brothers and his marshals—Touis, King of Holland ;
Jéréme, King of Westphalia; Joseph, King of Spain;
Murat, King of Naples ; Bernadotte, Crown Prince and
- subsequently King of Sweden—had all more or less
begun to identify themselves with the spirit of their
peoplés‘, and to.play an independent part which caused
Napoleon no little embarrassment. Especially was this
the case with Louis and Jérdme, and with the Swedish
Crown Prince. The King of Holland shared even the
animosity of the Dutch against the French, or per-
mitted its display at his court ; and he counteracted the
anti-English policy of his brother by not suppressing
the contraband trade between Holland and Eﬁgla,nd,
whereby the former\country became a kind of ware-
house for English go&i Napoleon called him severely
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.to task for this conduct, and finally demanded that
he should come to Paris. After heaping reproaches
upon him, he exacted his signature to a treaty, by
which Holland engaged to break off all intercourse
with England. The whole Dutch territories on the
left bank of the Rhine, including the isles of Wal-
cheren, South Beveland, and Cadsand, were ceded
to France, and eighteen thousand French troops were
despatched to guard the coast. A few months later
(July 9th), on the abdication of TLouis, Holland
was formally annexed as well as the bulk of the
Kingdom of Westphalia, including the towns of
Hamburg, Bremen, and Lubeck. “A new order
of things,” said Napoleon himself, ‘dominates the
universe. Fresh guarantees having become necessary
for me, the union of the mouths of the Scheldt,
Meuse, Rhine, Ems, Weser, and Elbe with the Empire
appeared to me to be the first and most important of
these.” Davoust was selected to preside over these
new departments, the appropriation of which excited
the greatest indignation in Europe generally, whilst
it was a severe blow struck against England in
particular.

Joseph himself, recently as he had, been lifted to
the throne of Spain, was already meditating an alliance
with England; and he entered into negotiations with
the insurgent Spanish leaders. The Emperor replied to
this ingratitude, as he naturally considered- it,.by placing
many of the Spanish provinces under the control of his
generals, with the express inteation of preparing them
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for union with France. Joseph tendered his abdication;:
but his brother preferred to keep him in Spain,
rather than increase the difficulties of the situation.
Soult, Ney, and Kellermann continued to gain isolated
and barren successes over the insurgents, whilst
Wellington for a long time held aloof in Portugal ;
and Napoleon, retained in France by his marriage, and
by the many cares of his Empire, began to see that a
more united and determined effort would be necessary
before the English could be expelled from the Peninsula.

The beginning of 1810 found Masséna at the head
of sixty thousand men marching upon the western
kingdom by way of Ciudad Rodrigo; whilst about
sixty-five thousand troops under Joseph and Soult were
directed to converge with the same purpose by way of
Badajoz. These latter took upon themselves to neglect
the Emperor’s advice, and marched southwards into
Andalusia, where they defeated the insurgents on
several occasions, but did not succeed -in reaching
Cadiz and Gibraltar. Wellington remained unmoved
on the frontier, fortifyirig the approaches to the capital,
and training his Portuguese allies. Meanwhile Masséna,
deprived of the assistance of Soult, occupied his three
divisions, under Junot, Reynier, and Ney, against
Astorga, the province of Estremadura, and Ciudad
Rodrigo, the French being successful in each case.
Uniting his forces, the Marshal advanced upon Almeida,
captured it, and threatened the English army, which
fell back upon the sundmit of the ridge of the mountain-
range of Busaco, commanding the Coimbra road. The
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“French attacked this position, and were repulsed with
a loss of five thousand men killed. and wounded
(September 27th), ‘upon which they turned the British
left, and reached Coimbra. Wellington at the
same time established himself in the lines of Torres
Vedras, devastating the country behind him, and
ordering the inhabitants to seek refuge in the capital.
It was now that the English commander reaped the
benefit of his long preparations. The lines of Torres
Vedras, in’ Portuguese Estremadura, nearly thirty miles
north of Lisbon, stretched between the Tagus and the
- sea. The outer line ran from Alhandra, on the
Tagus, to the sea-coast; the second was about eight
"miles in the rear of the first, and the inner one was
merely intended to allow the army to embark on
board the fleet in the Tagus, if this were necessary.
These lines consisted of three distinct ranges of defence,
protected by a hundred and fifty redoubts, with six
" hundred guns, and held by one hundred and thirty thou-
sand men, of whom thirty thoiisand were English troops.
In the middle of October Masséna arrived in sight
of these lines, remained before them for nearly a
month, and on the 14th of November retired to
Santarem, which he fortified. Wellington first took up
a position in front of him. " For nearly four months
the armies faced each other. Wellingtod drew
abundant supplies from Lisbon, and from the English
fleet, whilst Masséna had the greatest difficulty in
providing his troops with food, which they were
obliged to seek from a hostile country, within-a

g
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circuit of fifty miles, and perpetually harassed by the
Portuguese.  Drouet, with twelve thousand men,
swelled the French army to something like seventy
thousand ; ‘and meanwhile Soult was doing his best to
reach the position from the south, along the left bank
of the Tagus. The capture of Olivenza and Badajoz
detained him till the 10th of March, 1811; and then
a sortie on a grand scale from Gibraltar and Cadiz
compelled him to return to Andalusia.

Masséna found himself at the end of his resources,
and on the 4th of March he was obliged to com-
mence his retreat towards Spain. Wellington dashed
after him without a moment’s delay, and drove
him to Coimbra, and thence to Almeida. The dis-
affection of Masséna’s troops rendered it impossilbe -
for him to hold the latter town, and he fell back
upon Ciudad Rodrigo. Here he found reinforcements,
and turning round upon Wellington, attacked him on
the plain of Fuentes de Onoro, where he was beaten
(May 5th). Seeing this, the Governor of Almeida blew
up his fortifications in the night, and cut his way
through the English lines to join the force of Masséna.

At the same time Beresford and the Portuguese
‘army assumed the offensive, re-took Olivenza and laid
siege to Badajoz. Soult came to the assistance™ of
‘the latter town with twenty thousand men, but, after
a doubtful battle at Albuera, was obliged to retire,
whilst Wellington joined his colleague and threw fresh
life into the investment. Marmont, replacing the un-
fortunate Masséna, now joined the forces of Soult, and

(
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Drouet coming up at the same moment, the English
were obliged to raise the siege of Badajoz, and retire
once more across the frontier (June 18th). v

Soult now returned to Andalusia, where the garrison
of Gibraltar had caused another diversion, and Mar-
mont, left alone, forced Wellington to raise the siege
of Ciudad Rodrigo, and then went into winter-quarters
at Salamanca. The English general thereupon sud-
denly attacked Ciudad Rodrigo (January  19th), and
Badajoz (April 6th), both which towns were taken
by assault. Some little time before these victories
of the English on the Portuguese frontier, Suchet, in
the east of Spain, had reaped important successes
over the Allies, especially in the capture of the fortress
of Saguntum, or Murviedro, and in the taking of
Valentia, where Blake and twenty thousand men were
made prisoners (December 26th, 1811).

During the whole of this time Napoleon’s pohcy
of closing the Continent to England had thrown this
country into the gravest embarrassment. English
trade was brought to the verge of ruin, her debt had
increased enormously, and "her government was sur-
rounded by vast difficulties and dangers. In spite of
Wellington’s successes, and his preparations for carrying
the war into the heart of the Peninsula, it appeared
to Napoleon, and not unnaturally, that his good fortune
was at its very zenith, when a new and fatal disaster
was prepared for him at the eastern extremity of
the Continent. . The English aristocracy,” as M.
Lavallée somewhat vaguely puts it, “aroused amidst the

g
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frozen ice-plains of the north the great ememy of
France, the enemy most opposed to her in every idea,
principle, interest, the enemy whose hatred and an-
tagonism Napoleon had so blindly conceived that he
had disarmed by the greatest sacrifices. Russia was on
the point of taking up arms, never to lay them down -
again until after the defeat of Napoleon, of France, of
the Revolution.” !

Russia had never forgiven Napoleon for the aggran-
disement of the Duchy of Warsaw, which the Czar
described as thenceforth destined to become the King-
dom of Poland. This aggrandisement, in fact, though
it may have been prompted by nothing more than a
desire -to humiliate and weaken Austria, was one of
the most beneficial acts of the French Emperor in the
plenitude of his power and authority, and no doubt
Napoleon would have completed the restoration of the
divided kingdom, if he had succeeded in reducing Russia
to submission. Already at the beginning of the year
1810, as the result of certain negotiations entered into
between the two monarchs, with a view to removing the.
irritation existing between them, Napoleon consented to
renounce all idea of friendship for Poland. It was pro-
posed to sign a convention for this purpose, and the
Czar suggested for the first clause the following laconic
words: “ The Kingdom of Poland shall never be re-
stored.” Napoleon substituted for this: *“The Emperor
of the French binds himself not to favour any enter-
prise calculated to re-establish the Kingdom of Poland,

! Histoire des Frangais, vol. iv., ch. iv.,, § 6.



is12] THE EMPIRE. 85

not to give any. assistance to any Power having this
end in view, nor any support, direct or indirect, to
any Insurrection of the provinces constituting that
kingdom.” The Czar refused to accept this alteration,
and continued the correspondence in a bitter tone.!
Eventually he suffered it to drop ; but on the annexa-
tion of Holland and the Duchies he threw off the mask.
On the last day of 1810 he abandoned the “ Continental
system ” directed in the main against England, and pro-
hibited the import of French goods. Napoleon had
warned him that friendship for England meant war
with France, and the Czar had no other idea in his
mind. He assembled large forces on the western
frontiers of his Empire; and waited the result.

Napoleon was enraged, but did not at once declare
war. He even offered Erfurth to the Czar as a sola-
tium for the Duchy of Oldenburg, the Duke of the
last-named state being Alexander’s brother-in-law.
The Czar declined. He was constantly urged to
take up the cause of Europe against Napoleon by
England and by his own nobles, and nothing would
have availed to restore the good understanding of the
two Emperors.

Up to the spring of 1812 the time was occupied
by preparations for war, and by the effort to secure
alliances on both sides. Russia was openly promised

! The bitterness was aggravated by Napoleon’s marriage with Maria
Louisa. He had previously proposed for a sister of Alexander’s, but
the negotla.tmns were broken off because the Empress Dowager pretended
that the princess was too young.
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assistance by the English Cabinet, and secretly by
other governments. The King of Prussia, choosing
what he held to be the lesser of two evils, hastened to
‘offer an army of twenty thousand men to Napoleon, and
the latter accepted this alliance for what it’ was worth,
sending Victor with thirty thousand men to insure a
safe passage for his troops through Berlin. Austria
also engaged to provide a contingent of thirty thousand
men. Napoleon was less successful with Sweden and
Turkey, which, from their position in regard to Russia,
would have been immensely serviceable to him. In the
former country the Crown Prince, Bernadof,te, had
shown a disposition to rebel against the blockade of the
Continent, and did not suppress the contraband trade of
his merchants. As soon as he understood that his aid
would be valuable to France, he tried to strike a
'ba.rgain, and asked for the anmexation of Norway.
Napoleon refused, and occupied Pomerania with a small
force on the 27th of January. Upon this, Bernadotte
immediately accepted the Anglo-Russian alliance. With
Turkey the negotiations proceeded more slowly. The
Porte had been at war with Russia for some time past;
but English influence and English money secured its
neutrality.

At that time, during the reign of the first Napo-
leon, every Power of Europe had to be considered and
negotiated with preyious to an outbreak of hostilities.
There was scarcely any such.thing as a conflict between
two nations in the earller years of the present century;
and hence every war wis European. No one country
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could take up arms without anticipating that Coalitions
on either side might set ablaze the whole Continent.
When alliances were not avowed, they were entered
upon in secret; when assistance was not given in
the shape of men, it 'was given in money—especially
in the case of England. And it happened in many
~ instances, as in those of Prussia and Austria at the
period now in question, that open promises were made
to one belligerent, and secret promises to another.

Diplomacy having performed its work, Napoleon
felt himself in a position to enter upon a campaign
against Russia; and as soon as he deemed that the
hour had come to strike a blow, he demanded from
the Czar an explanation of his armaments (February
25th). He bade Lauriston, the French Ambassador
at the Russian Court, express the hope that the four
hundred and fifty thousand men whom he had set
in motion would inspire the Cabinet of St. Petersburg
with serious reflections, ‘would induce it to return to
the system established at Tilsit, and would “reduce
Russia to the subordinate condition in which she
then stood.” The last sting drew a decisive reply
from the Government of the Czar. It sent Napoleon
an ultimatum, comprising a demand for the evacuation
of Prussia and Pomerania, an equivalent for Oldenburg,
and freedom of commerce for neutrals. The Czar at
the same time ordered his Ambassador to demand his
passports, and himself proceeded to the head-quarters
of his army at Wilna,

Napoleon perceived that he could accept this in no
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other light than as a declaration of war; “and early
in May he joined his army in Saxony. But it seems
evident that he entered upon this contest with Russia
in a less confident, and less enthusiastic mood than he
had been accustomed to exhibit in similar circumstances.
After his repudiation of Josephine, and his marriage
with Maria Louisa, he would perhaps gladly have
inaugurated a second epoch of his reign—an epoch of
peace—during which he might consolidate the Em-
pire which he had won by his sword, and firmly
establish the system. which he had imposed upon
Europe. The birth of his son inspired him with
new prospects and a new hope. He saw in the
infant King of Rome the second Emperor of the
French, who might continue the dynasty which he had
founded. If he ctould have foreseen the days of the
second Empire he might at all events have felt that
his dream was destined to some sort of realisation;
but he scarcely could be so infatuated, even in his
most sanguine moments, as to expect that Europe
would long submit to the yoke of his ¢onquests. A
misgiving of this kind must have crossed his mind
as he set out for his campaign; but his reception at
Dresden, where he found the Emperor of Austria, the
King of Prussia, the Princes and Archdukes of the
German Confederation of the Rhine, eager to salute
him, had an exhilarating effect.

The old heroic spirit returned to him forthwith. -
He ordered the army to advance and cross the Niemen,
which it accomplished at three different points on
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the 22nd of June, and following days. otb%%%}?ﬁ‘
withstand the first onset of the French andSshkeir allies, '
who believed, with their leader, that this war against
Russia was the natural completion of all that had pre-
viously been effected by the hero of the Revolution,
who was to vindicate the rights of civilisation and
progress against the representatives of oppression and
barbarism, and by which, as Napoleon himself said,” the
European system will be confirmed, the cause of the
century will be won, and the Revolution accomplished.”

The French line, before crossing the Niemen,
stretched from Tilsit on the left to Grodno and Galicia
on the right. Macdonald, Davoust, Oudinot, Ney,
Murat, Lefebvre, Mortier; Bessiéres, Eugéne Beauhar-
nais, Jérbme held the posts of honour; Victor and
Augereau stood a little in the rear, with reserves of
eighty thousand men. Between the Vistula and the
Niemen were close upon half- a million men; and
facing these, with Wilna as a centre, the three
Russian armies, in three successive lines, were hardly
inferior to their enemy in point of number.

The passage of the Niemen, and the advance upon
Wilna, practically cut in two the first line of the
Russian forces; and the early days of July witnessed
the evacuation of that town by the Russian general
Barclay de Tolly, who burned his stores before aban-
doning it. Retiring upon the entrenched camp at
Drissa, be was pressed hard by Murat and Ney, whilst
his right was driven back by Oudinot, and his left by
Eugtne and Jéréme. By these movements Bagrathion,
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who had been stationed with fifty thousand Russians
between the Niemen and the Bug, and who, on the
evacuation of Wilna, had begun to fall back on Minsk,
, was in imminent danger of being cut off. Davoust,
who with Napoleon commanded the centre of the
French army, anticipated Bagrathion at Minsk, and the
latter thereupon retreated, narrowly escaping Jérdme .
on the road,) by way of Mohilow towards Witepsk,
where he hoped to join Barclay de Tolly.

The Czar made a last effort to restore peace
(June 25th), and signified to Napoleon his willing-
ness to treat for terms; he offered, if the French army
‘were withdrawn, “ to regard all which had taken place
‘as though it had not happened.” He was justified in
taking this tone; for he had made terms with Sweden
and Turkey, and he had reason to feel tolerably con-
fident, notwithstanding his first misfortunes. He
probably knew that the French had already to struggle
with vast difficulties in their supply and commissariat;
that affairs at Wilna, and in the various camps, were
in extreme disorder; that the country around them was
a virtual waste; from which little in the way of
sustenance could be obtained for the troops. At any
rate, he was aware that Napoleon had not been
able to take immediate advantage of his first success
in the field, and that although he had sent a haughty.

_ 1 Jérdme had received the Emperor’s orders to occupy Nesvige, on the
route of Bagrathion, but by the slowness of his advance he had suffered
the Russian general to escape him. His command of the Westplm]wns
was instantly transferred to Junot.
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refusal to the Czar’s offer to treat, he continued to reside”
at Wilna, where for upwards of a fortnight he was
engaged in superintending the work of contractors and
of the commissariat: The great difference between
fighting at home and fighting abroad, between drawing
supplies and reinforcements from the distance of a few
miles and havmg to seek them across a practically
hostile continent, was realised by both Emperors; and
the realisation was calculated to sustain the hopes of
Alexander and his generals.

Barclay de Tolly had expected that the invader would
turn northwards, along the St. Petersburg road, and
it was with the object of opposing such a march that
he had established himself in the entrenched camp of
Drissa. But Napoleon determined to advance in the
direction of the ancient capital of Russia; and on the
15th of July he set out on the Witepsk and Smolensko
road, in the direction of Moscow, thereby threatening
to turn the position of the Russian commander. Barclay,
perceiving this, left Wittgenstein to guard the camp at
* Drissa, and made the best of his way to Witepsk, which
Bagrathion also was attempting to reach, having eluded
Jéréme. But Napoleon had despatched Davoust to
cut off the retreat of Bagrathion at Mohilow. This
movement was so far successful that the latter was
compelled to make for Smolensko instead of Witepsk ;
and Barclay himself, hard pressed, and hearing that the
French troops were already at Mohilow, fell farther
back on the Moscow road, and joined his -fellow-
commander at Smolensko.
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Meanwhile Oudinot, Saint Cyr, and - Macdonald
gained successes at Polotsk, and northwards as far
as Riga. Everywhere the Russians fell back; but
their retreat was almost as disastrous to their enemy
as would have been their victory in a succession
of pitched battles. The Russian . Government had
ordered the generals to offer the most obstinate resist-
ance in their power; and at the same time-the stern
decree was issued that not the army alone, but the
whole nation should roll back before the invader. The
edict was obeyed with marvellous completeness. Where-
ever the French advanced they found only devastated
plains or smoking ruins. Houses, inhabitants, crops,
and herds disappeared, and the victorious army marched
through a desert. The effect. of this strategy upon an-

army already half-starved, and destitute of its necessary
* supplies, may be imagined. The Grand Army was not
many miles beyond the frontier when it was discouraged,
disheartened, full of gloomy apprehensions for the future.

Barclay de Tolly and Bagrathion, having united their
forces at Smolensko, thought the moment opportune for
assuming an offensive attitude. They turned round
upon Witepsk, and expected that their challenge would
be immediately accepted by the French; but Napoleon,
diverging by his right, and crossing the Dnieper, ordered
Murat, Ney, Eugéne, and the Guard to join him,
who all obeyed the order with surprising alacrity. There
can be little doubt that Napoleon would have entirely
succeeded in the stroke of genius which he had con-
templated, and caught the Russian armies in a trap,

(



1812.] THE EMPIRE. 93

if it had not been for the splendid resistance offered
by a force of ten thousand Russians, who had
been detached by Barclay in order. to observe the
movements of Davoust. This division covered the
Smolensko road for many hours, sustaining charge after
charge of cavalry, and losing one-half of its numbers;
and its obstinate courage gave time to the Russian
commanders to send it assistance, and to draw it back
upon Smolensko. Thus Napoleon was obliged to attack
his enemy at the latter place; and after he had unsue-
cessfully attempted to take it by surprise, the French
army was drawn up in front of the town, to the number
of one hundred and forty thousand men.

The Russian Generalissimo perceived that a retreat
upon Moscow was inevitable. He sent Bagrathion in
advance, with a third of the forces at his disposal, and
remained with eighty thousand men in the sole hope
of securing a favourable retreat, and affording time for
the usual conflagration and wholesale devastation. In
this he succeeded admirably, On the 18th of August
he defended the suburbs, the public buildings, the
bridges, the gates, the walls of the town, in slow suc-
cession, and contrived to hold out, th,éugh with a loss
of twelve thousand men, until nightfall. Next morn-
ing the French, who had themselves suffered a loss of
fifteen thousand, entered a wilderness of burning ruins,
but found that the enemy had escaped them.

Barclay saw fit to retire by the St. Petersburg road,
and thence across the country to the route taken by
Bagrathion. It is quite possible that.the French might
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have destroyed,.or at least divided, the two Russian
armies within the next few days, if they had followed
up the retreat with.sufficient rapidity and determina-
tion. Ney did, indeed, attack the rear of the army
on the Moscow road; but be encountered a resistance
so desperate, that he was obliged to ask for reinforce-
ments. Napoleon did not recognise the actual signifi-
cance of the situation, and sent only a single division ;
"but he subsequently ordered Junot to cross the river,
and attack the Russians in the rear. By some mis-
understanding the Marshal failed to execute this
movement, which might easily have been fatal.to the
enemy, and thus the forces of Barclay and Bagra-
thion were once more united, though with a further
loss of eight thousand men.

The Russians fell gra.dua.lly back upon the ancient
capital of their country, contesting every step, and
still burning remorselessly all that they left behind
them. Meanwhile, Barclay de Tolly was relieved of
the supreme command by the veteran Marshal Kutusoff,
then nearly seventy years old, and who had con-
ducted the recent war in Turkey. Kutbusoff took up
a strong position at Borodino, in front of the river
Moskwa, which he strengthened by redoubts and en-
trenchments. His left, under- Bagrathion, held the
village of Semenowskoi ; his right, under Barclay, held
a bastioned redoubt commanding the river Kolotza and
the Moscow road. A hundred and thirty thousand
Russians awaited the onslaught of a somewhat superior
force of French troops-g and on the 7th of September
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the battle of Borodino, one of the most sanguinary of
all Napoleon’s victories, was fought. Davoust and Ney,
after a desperate engagement, obtained possession of
Semenowskoi, and in the effort to retake the position,
Bagrathion was mortally wounded. The village of
Borodino was captured by Eugeéne, and recaptured’
by the Russian Marshal, who was preparing to attack
the French lines when Napoleon ordered an assault
upon the great redoubt. A frightful struggle at this
point ended in the defeat of the Russians, who
withdrew behind the ravine of Semenowskoi, leaving
no less than fifty thousand men upon the field of
battle, whilst the total loss of the Krench was even
larger. '
Napoleon, unwilling to risk too much by an im-
mediate advance, suffered the enemy to retire upon
Moscow, where he expected that he would have to fight
another battle. But Kutusoff had received orders to
evacuate the city. He did so, being accompanied in
his retreat by one-half of the inhabitants, whom he as-
sured that the abandonment of the capital would prove
“a snare wherein the ruin of the enemy is certain.”
~ On the 15th of September, the Grand Army
.entered Moscow, chanting the Marseillaise, and Napo-
leon took up his residence in the famous Kremlin, the
palace of a hundred Czars. His triumph was but a
brief one. That same night a thousand fires broke out
in the wooden streets of the city, and for five days
afterwards Moscow was the scene of a vast conflagration.
Acting on secret orders from the Government, the
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governor, Rostopchin, had liberated the convicts from
the prisons, and given them the ghastly commission
of setting fire to the town, which they had only -too
faithfully carried out.

Napoleon was exasperated by this act of barbarism,
as he naturally called it. “Thisis how the Russians make
war |” he exclaimed. * The civilisation of St. Peters-
burg has deceived us. These men are still Scythians.”
His generals advised him to stay at the Kremlin,
- and make terms with Alexander, instead of marching
northwards and joining Oudinot and Macdonald, as he
had been first inclined to do. He took their advice,
and remained amidst the ruins, sheltering his army as
well as circumstances allowed. Whilst there he heard
of the disasters suffered by the army in Spain, where -
‘Wellington had taken Salamanca, defeated Marmont
(July 22nd), and entered Madrid. Soult compelled the
English to retire again; but the general results of the
campaign were decidedly adverse to the French cause.

The reason which finally determined Napoleon to
leave Moscow was the extreme danger with which he was
menaced by the designs of the Russian commanders. The
Czar had refused to treat with his enemy, and blamed
Kutusoff for so much as entering into preliminary
negotiations. The latter, before the middle of October,
had a re-organised -army of one hundred and seventy
thousand men at his disposal, and he now resolved
to resume the oﬁ'en§i'v'é against the French, whilst
Tchichagoff and Wit@genstein, whose forces amounted
in the aggregate to é;n,_hlindred thousand, were to aim
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at Smolensko, in order to cut off the retreat of Na-
poleon. Murat, who displayed less than his usual
ability during the Russian campaign, was surprised
and' beaten by Kutusoff at Winkowo, on the 18th of
October. The French Emperor had already commenced
his retreat on the 14th of the same month, and during
five days above eighty thousand soldiers, with as many
as fifty thousand non-combatants, were sent towards the
frontier. Large stores had been provided at Smolensko,
Witepsk, Minsk, and Wilna; and Napoleon hoped to
reach the first-named town by the road to Kalouga,
before the winter set in. But the snow began to fall at
. the moment when the army cbmmenced its retrograde
movement; and the winter, even before the close of the
‘year, was destined to be one of the severest on record.
The horrors of this long and bitter retreat of the
- Grand Army have often been related, but it is ques-
tionable whether any of the accounts can give an
adequate idea of the terrible disaster. The whole route
was blocked and surrounded by. an overwhelming
- number of Russians, whose Cossack cavalry inflicted
the gravest loss upon the French troops, and upon the
miserable crowd of fugitives who accompanied them.
Kutusoff pressed them hard along the Kalouga road,
and Eugene, to whom the vanguard had been entrusted,
had to take the town of Malo-Jaroslawitz seven times
in succession before the Russian general gave way.
Napoleon, perceiving that the enemy held the route
. from Kalouga to Smolensko in great force, determined,
against the advice of Eugine and the other members
k
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of his staff, to diverge to the right, through Mojaisk
—the same district by which they had advanced six
weeks before, and which was consequently devastated.
It may have been that by striking another blow at
Kutusoff, the opposition to the retreat would have been
virtually suppressed; and it has been maintained that
this decision of Napoleon’s was one of the. principal
~causes of the subsequent disaster. At all events
Kutusoff had expected to be attacked, and fell back
in haste to Tarutino, only to recover himself im-
mediately, and fix upon the flanks of the retreating
army. .

The French marched in four divisions, led Tespec-
tively by Napoleon, Ney, Eugéne, and Davoust—Ney
subsequently relieving Davoust with the rearguard.
There was but little stability in any of these divisions.
The cold, the Cossacks, the perpetual fighting, carried
off combatants and non-combatants by thousands in a
day. Il clad, almost without food, the men fell by the
roadside, or died by the bivouac fires; and the host was
already grievously weakened and reduced when it reached
Smolensko on the 12th of November. Even here there
was no rest for them. The divisions which had pre-
viously sojourned in or passed through the town had all
but exhausted the provisions which had been stored
there ; and the famished army consumed the remainder
in a single day. Worse than that, the Russians held
the homeward route by Witepsk and Minsk, which two
places were taken by Wittgenstein and Tchichagoff,
who, prepared to oppose the passage of the Bel;esina.,
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whilst Kutusoff was on the road to Roslawl and Mitislav.
It would clearly have been impossible for the French to
remain in Smolensko; and there was nothing for it but
to continue the disastrous retreat. The fortifications
were levelled to the ground, and then, on the 14th of
November, amidst ever-increasing difficulties, and ex-
posed to the bitterness of a winter which was the most
formidable of all their enemies, the devoted host set out
across the trackless snows. Now the soldiers went mad
by hundreds and thousands at a time. They blew out
their brains, ran themselves through the body, or cast
themselves upon the bloodthirsty bands of Cossacks,
who kept vigilant watch for their prey. ‘More than
thirty thousand horses died within a few days,” says
one bulletin. The cavalry marched on foot; the
 artillery had to be abandoned continually; and at every
indication of the growing calamities of the Grand
Army, the pursuing columns took fresh courage.

On the 16th of November Napoleon, finding himself
almost surrounded by Kutusoff at Krasnoi, in the
neighbourhood of Orcha, halted in order to give. the
three divisions which followed him time to come up;
bt_lt the Russian troops had already occupied the road,
in his rear. Eugene, after a desperate attack against
Kutusoff, succeeded in escaping’ with his best troops
during the darkness of the night, and joined the -
Emperor; and then Napoleon, leading his guard, rescued
Davoust from the sixty thousand Russians who stood
between them. He was compelled to leave Ney to
his fate; but the gallant Marshal, at the head of his
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rearguard of some six thousand men, cut his way, step
by step, through the dense masses of the enemy.
Three times he had shaken them off, and three times
they closed in upon him. He reached Orcha at last,
with barely fifteen hundred men; and then the whole
army, now reduced to twenty-four thousand, pushed
on to the Beresina. Thirty-six thousand men were
lost in that terrible retreat between Smolensko and
Krasnoi. Witepsk, Minsk, Borissow, every town of
importance, every depét where Napoleon had collected
his stores for the relief of the army, was in the
hands of the enemy. _

At the Beresina, Napoleon, joined by the remains of
Oudinot’s and Victor’s corps, and yet numbering barely
forty thousand men in all, received a new check from
the cruel winter. The ice had broken up, and there
were no means of crossing the swollen stream. The
Russians, driven from Borissow by Oudinot, had burnt
the bridge over the Beresina; and it was necessary
for the French to improvise others at all hazards.
This was accomplished by the most heroic efforts, and
at an immense loss, in the face of an ever-active
enemy. On the 25th and 26th of November, the
army. crossed the river, nearly opposite to Studienka,
on rafts and rough pontoon-bridges, which were per-
petually broken by the ice, or by the confusion and
strain of the fugitive multitudes. Tchichagoff and
Wittgenstein attacked the French simultaneously, in the
midst of the crossing, on both sides of the river: The
first was driven back to Borissow; and Wittgensteix;,
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on the left bank of the Beresino, only succeeded after a
combat lasting a day and a night in defeating Victor,
who was covering the retreat with ten thousand men,
reduced in the conflict by one-half. The Russians
soon established a battery of twelve pieces, which com-
manded ‘the narrow bridge, choked by a struggling
mass of camp-followers, women, wounded, and sick,
who pushed each other into the river, or fell beneath
the murderous fire of the Russians. Through the
midst of this seething crowd Victor had to force his
way, burning the bridge behind him. The picture is
one of the most ghastly which the history of war_has
ever presented.

On the 5th of December, Napoleon, having reached
Smorgoni, on the way to Wilna, came to the resolution
of returning alone to Paris, where many affairs of the
greatest importance required his presence. He resigned
the command of the forces, which had been recruited
by numerous detachments, into the hands of Murat,
and secretly departed; and then the last misfortunes
of the Grand Army fell upon it. Murat was unequal
to the task imposed upon him; and, indeed, it may be
doubted whether any ability, however great, could have
rescued the devoted host from its miserable condition.
On the road to Wilna all discipline was lost. The men
cast down their arms, and crawled painfully along;
others rushed about madly until they dropped; and it
is estimated that within three days as many as twenty
thousand died of cold and hunger. On the 8th, many
thousand starving men descended upon the town, and
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seized whatever they could lay their hands on to stay
the pangs of famine. The Russian generals meanwhile
lost no time in pursuing their advantage. They ap-
proached Wilna from three directions; and the French
hastily fled to Kowno, across the Niemen, and along
the Konigsberg road. Once more the heroic Ney came
to the rescue of his compatriots. Putting himself at
the head of four thousand men, he covered the retreat
of the fugitives; and at length the pursuit was ’
stopped. '

The conduct of Napoleon in thus hastily leaving the
army, before it had been rescued from danger, has been
variously estimated by his contemporaries and by his-
torians. Michelet, always severe on him, is especially
so in connection with this ¢ircumstance, and with the
‘Emperor’s’ callous behaviour on his return’ to Wilna.
“ This vast shipwreck,” he says,! “of three hundred
thousand men destroyed, buried beneath the snow, was a
very different thing from the loss of a single army. It
was the Joss of a world, of the remains of a levy

and conscription of twenty years; it was, in other
words, the ruin of heroic France, which had conquered
the world, and, drawn by its blind faith, had come
there to die and be ‘buried. All that remained
of our Republican armies, of those of Italy, Egypt,
Germany, had been brought together for this common
catastrophe. ~ And for this cataclysm, this ship-
wreck of a world, not a single tear and not a single
regret! Add to this picture the whole of France,

! Histoire du XIX, Stitcle, vol, iii. bk. vi, ch, 5. /
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which will have to lament the army of Moscow for
so many years. . . . Thirty years later there still
lived in the asylums old women who continued to
expect their sons, and to mutter, ‘They will return!’
The Russians themselves were moved by these fatal
scenes, this immeasurable disaster. They remembered
that they were men, and thought themselves too well
avenged. One man there was, one alone in the whole
human race, of such savage pride, that in order to
escape the scorn so well deserved by his madness, he
was found only laughing, or uttering an abominable
irony.”

Of the half a million men who had crossed the
Niemen on the 22nd of June, more than four hundred
and fifty thousand found a grave or a prison in Russia;
whilst on the side of the Russians themselves the total
loss in men alone must have been very large. Even
those who were Jeft could not be looked upon as an
army. No sooner had Napoleon departed for Paris
than the disaffected Allies began to desert his standard.
The Prussian general York, attached to the com-
mand of Macdonald, signed a convention with the
Russians, leaving the French commander with about
nine thousand troops out of a force of eighteen
thousand; whilst Murat, discouraged, and unable to
restore the shattered army to order and discipline, made
some excuses about the critical condition of affairs in
his kingdom of Naples, and handed over his com-
mand to Fugdne (January 16th, 1813). Meanwhile
the situation of the French was rendered still more



104 THE FREENCH REVOLUTIONARY EPOCH. [1813.

grave by the attitude of the Prussians. The King
of Prussia had expressed great indignation about the
convention of General York and his ten thousand men,
and had engaged to supply the contingent at once by
a fresh levy. He immediately called out the whole male
population, of the kingdom; but the most discerning
men perceived that this measure was directed, not
against Russia, but against France. The corps sent
to take the place of the ,troops who had left lost no
time in following the example of its predecessor; and
the Austrian general Schwartzenberg, who had be-
haved very bravely with the rear of the Grand Army,
finally evacuated the Russian territory on the 7th of
January. Eugéne had done his best to restore the
tone of the army, and had drawn it back in good order
from the Vistula, where Murat left it, to the Oder and
the Elbe. Starting with seventeen thousand French-
men, whom he took in hand on the 18th of January, he
raised the army to a solid force of forty thousand on
the 9th of March, by which day he had’ assumed a
strong position, stretching from Magdeburg to Dresden.
At Leipzic, in the centre of his line, he awaited re-
inforcements, which Napoleon was exerting himself -
to procure and send to the front.

France had been horrorstruck at the disasters suf-
fered by the Emperor and the Grand Army in the
retreat from Moscow, but she assented, with almost
as much enthusiasm as ever, to new sacrifices, new
levies, new imposts, and burdens. The Legislative
Assembly was convoked, and supplied pecuniary means,
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by the forced sale of all the heritable property belonging
to the municipalities, public hospitals, and Communes,
whilst the Senate ordered a levy of three hundred and
fifty thousand men. It is true that Napoleon’s conduct
during the retreat, and especially his sudden departure
from the army at Smorgoni, had been much criticised
in France; but it was confidently believed that he
would be able to restore everything in a new cam-
paign. His popularity was almost as great as it had
ever been, and Europe saw that the Russian armies,
and the unparalleled severities of the winter of 1812,
had done nothing to tame the spirit of Bonaparte.

The Emperor made a special effort to come to
terms’ with the Pope before setting out on a new
campaign. Pius VII. had been brought to Fontaine-
bleau, where he was a veritable prisoner, unable to
hold a Court, or even a Council. Here Napoleon visited
him, and induced him to sign a Concordat, by which
his Holiness was to reside at Avignon, with the Sacred
College, and was to enjoy complete liberty and authority
in all things—the question of the States of the Church
alone being reserved. Pius had signed this conven-
tion on the persuasion of the Emperor; but subse-
quent reflections, and especially the protests which he
encountered from the majority of the Cardinals, led
him to write to Napoleon repudiating: the compromise,
“signed without consideration, and in a moment
of human weakness.” However, the Concqrdat was
published, the Pope remained a prisoner at Fontaine-
bleau; and thus the Emperor’s attempt to conciliate
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the Church, and to gain the goodwill of the French
clergy, was unsuccessful.

§ III.—THE FALL OF THE EMPIRE.
(From the 9th of March, 1813, to the 1lth of April, 1814.)

Tarovenour the spring of 1813 the French Govern-
ment was continually sending reinforcements towards
the Elbe. A hundred battalions, four regiments of
the Guards, and two of cavalry were transferred from
Spain. = Six hundred cannon and ‘six regiments of
artillery were provided within three months, in addi-
tion to a large force of gunmers, and all the necessary
ammunitions of a great army. In all two hundred
thousand men were despatched to the front, destined
for various points on the new French positions, whilst
another hundred thousand were prepared in all haste
to follow them. These were independent of the
German contingents, and of the force which Austria,
. who was believed to be still faithful to the alliance with
France, had undertaken to supply. '
Meanwhile Russia, England, Prussia, and Sweden
were busy cementing their Coalition, and preparing
for the impending attack. . The King of Prussia, after
offering to mediate between Napoleon and Alexander—
an offer instantly rejected by the former—had entered
into a secret compact with the Czar, in order to restore
the independence of Europe, and to re-establish Prussia
as it had been in 1806; whilst at the same time
he - continued to carry on friendly relations with Paris.
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It was not until the 17th of March that he sud-
denly declared war against the -French; and two days
after this he concluded an open Convention with Alex-
ander at Breslau, and called upon the minor German
princes to rise in defence of the Fatherland, under
pain of deposition; the Confederation of the Rhine
was declared to be dissolved; the Zandwehr and land-
sturm' were called out. This rupture between Prussia
and France was welcomed with e1 iusiasm by the whole
German people, or rather it was| ne direct outcome of
an enthusiasm which had long b{ n growing up, which
had been fostered and spread by German poets and
orators, and which finds its refleetion in the pages of
Schiller and his contemporaries. The German rulers
knew how to avail themselves of a force which, though
‘it assumed the form of a struggle for freedom against
the creature of the French Revolution, was yet in
- reality itself the offspring of 1789.

The conduct of Austria was marked by still greater
duplicity than that of the Prussian Government pre-
vious to the Convention of Breslau. - The Emperor
Francis renewed the most solemn promises to Napo-
leon, whilst secretly assenting to the pact between
Russia and Prussia. He had listened to the represen-
tations of the English emissaries, and to the despatches
of the British Government, which held out a hope of
. Austrian aggrandisement in Italy ; and, whilst solemnly

! The landwehr is a kind of militia, composed of men from the age
" of seventeen until the age of forty-five, who in time of war are called
out in Germany on permanent duty; the landsturm is a levy of the
male population from the age of forty-five till the age of sixty._
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affirming that he would for ever maintain the system
established in Europe by Napoleon, he privately coun-
selled Denmark, Bavaria, and even Naples, to abstain
from “ useless armaments, which would render the
Emperor less capable of being brought to reason.”

Hostilities broke out immediately after the Prussian
declaration, and before Napoleon had had time to bring
the main army to the front of the French positions,
Eugéne was attacked by a hundred and fifty thou-
sand men, Dresden was taken by the Russian troops
(March 26th), and Hamburg surrendered to the
Russians, owing to an insurrection of the citizens
(March 12th), Beauharnais, however, occupied the
enemy in a masterly manner for about a month, and fell
back with the utmost deliberation until he could effect
his junction with the vanguard of Napoleon’s army.
The Emperor had with him a hundred and fifteen
thousand men, under Oudinot, Ney, Bertrand, and
Marmont, whilst Soult, Mortier, and Bessiéres com-
manded the guard; Davoust was sent against the
Cossacks in Westphalia; and, in addition to these
forces, the cavalry, scarcely yet prepared to take the
field, was daily expected from France. |

Napoleon ordered a general advance towards
Dresden, and Ney with the vanguard gained a pre-
liminary advantage over Wittgenstein at Weissenfels,
on the last day of April, and at Rippach on the 1st.
‘of May. On the following day, near Liitzen, the
two armies contested a long and obstinate battle, in
which the Prussian general, Blucher, distinguished
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himself by several times taking and retaking from Ney
the villages of Kaia and Klein Gorschen, forming
the centre and key of the position. The fighting
was of a most sanguinary character, and the casualties
amongst the officers, even amongst the Marshals and
generals, were especially high. Napoleon urged forward
his young troops in the midst of the battle, whilst
Alexander and Frederick William watched the varying
fortunes of the day from a neighbouring height. The
opportune arrival of Eugéne and Bertrand towards the
evening, followed by the gallant recapture of Kaia by
sixteen battalions of the Young Guard, decided the
struggle ; and thus Napoleon was able to congratulate
himself on a victory: which restored to his army all
its ancient prestige. He praised his newly levied troops
in enthusiastic terms, declaring that he had never seen
more courage and devotion.

The Allies retired and crossed the Elbe, whilst
Napoleon, pressing them close, occupied Dresden, and
restored to the throne the King of Saxony, from whom
he received a contingent of fifteen thousand men.
Wittgenstein and Blucher turned towards Silesia, in
order not to be too far from Bohemia, and in the hope
of receiving decisive assistance from Austria, whom they
knew to be playing fast and loose with France. At
this moment the Emperor Francis proposed a Congress
to Napoleon, in which he assured him that ** he himself
as an umpire would be his sincere friend.” The French
Emperor did not refuse it, but he none the less pressed
forward against the enemy, whom he attacked on the
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20th of May in a strong position at Bautzen. The
Russians and Prussians had formed an entrenched camp
behind the town, which they had fortified with great
care. The town itself was taken by the French, after
hard fighting, and the Allies withdrew to their camp,
~ Blucher alone maintaining his first positions on the
heights of Kreckwitz. On the next day Wittgenstein
held his own, chiefly through a want of judgment on
the part of Ney, but Blucher was almost surrounded,
and had to save himself by a timely retreat. His col-
league, of course, followed him, and the Allies withdrew
by way of Hochkirch, Lobau, and Weissenberg, léa,ving
eighteen thousand dead and wounded on the field, whilst
the French loss was at least twenty thousand.

During a long pursuit, in which the French almost
variably had the best of the encounters, though at
a great saorifice of men, the Allies continued to hold
close to the borders of Bohemia, with the. same object
in view of securing Austrian assistance. Early in
‘June Napoleon seemed to have the enemy at his
mercy, and to be in a position to enforce his own
terms. Another sanguinary and perhaps decisive battle
might probably have been fought near the Oder; but at
. this juncture the Emperor Francis proposed an immediate
armistice, which his son-in-law did not refuse. A Conven-
‘tion was signed at Pleswitz on the 4th of June, and the
armistice was to last until the 28th of July. Napoleon
himself saw how much he might possibly lose by this
cessation of hostilities at such a critical moment. *If
the Allies do not keep faith,” he said at the time, “ this
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armistice will be simply fafal to us.” He must have
implicitly believed in the sincerity and honour of the
Emperor of Austria, or he would never have placed
himself in a position of such extreme danger. It had
always been his custom to strike first in every quarrel ;
and, as he was wont to observe, his attacks were often
essentially defensive. Here he was leaving two open
enemies, whom he might have crushed, at liberty to
enter into a league with others whom ordinary prudence
should have prevented him from regarding as friends to
be depended on.

Meanwhile Suchet had maintained the honour of
the French arms in Spain. It was not until the 22nd
of May, that Wellington re-entered the country
from Portugal, at the head of fifty thousand English
and about seventy thousand Spaniards. This army
crossed the Douro, above Zamora and at Toro, whilst
King Joseph, with whom were generals Foy and Clausel,
evacuated Madrid and Valladolid (June 4th), and sub-
sequently Burgos, and retired to Vittoria, at the junc-
tion of the roads to Bilbao and Madrid. Wellington
attacked the French on the 21st of -June, and drove
them back upon Pampeluna, capturing during the ‘re-
treat a hundred and fifty-one guns, and large quantities
of stores. The French never stopped until they had
crossed the Pyrenees; and thus the Anglo-Spanish
army stood upon the frontier of France, ready to carry
war into the country which had enjoyed so long an
immunity from invasion. Soult was immediately sent
to take the command of Joseph’s troops, but before
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he could act events of great significance were passing
elsewhere.

It was the end of June before the treachery of
Austria began to bear fruit. Francis had occupied
the time in negotiations, and in military preparations.
The English Government had refused to have anything
to do with the Congress, but Russia and Prussia had
assented, and had formulated the terms which they
desired to secure. On the 28th of the month the
Austrian Prime Minister Metternich had an interview
with Napoleon at Dresden, and, after a good deal
of hesitation, named the price which Austria set upon
her friendship. The demands were so high, including
for Austria herself Illyria and the half of Italy,
and stipulating for the return of the Pope to Rome,
the abandonment of Holland, of the Confederation of
the Rhine, of Switzerland, and Spain, that Napoleon
rejected them with indignation. He insulted Metter-
-nich by asking him how much he had received from
England for making war upon France; and from
that moment forward there was no more deception
on either side. The armistice, however, was extended
to the 10th of August, and preparations for the
holding of the Congress actually went on.

Meanwhile England was persistently negotiating
and intriguing with all the Continental Powers, most
of whom she assisted with large subventions. By the
treaty of Reichenbach, signed on the 14th of June,
she ‘agreed to \give two hundred thousand pounds
sterling every mopth, during the continuation of the

1
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war, to Russia and Prussia. At Trachenberg on the
27th of July, when Austria formally entered the
Coalition—occupying all the time the position of a
mediator between France and her enemies—the Eng-
lish Government engaged to send to Vienna a subsidy
of half a million sterling, and military stores and equip-
ments for alike sum. The plan of a new campaign
was carefully drawn up; arrangements were made for
establishing relations with the malcontents in France;
intrigues were set on foot in every country where the
French had secured a hold; and then the Congress
"was opened. The hypocrisy of Europe may have been
necessary, but it was noneé the less hypocrisy. The
negotiators met at Prague on the 29th of July;
and Austria, still assuming the part of mediator, used
all her arts to delay the proceedings until the 10th
of August. Napoleon insisted on hearing from Met-
ternich the terms which were demanded by Europe;
and at length the Austrian minister enunciated them.
The Allies required the final partition of. Poland, the
re-establishment of Prussia, the dissolution of the Con-
federation of the Rhine, with a number of other points
more or less humiliating to the French Emperor.
Great as the effort was, Napoleon assented; but his
answer did not reach Metternich until the 11th of
August, and the plenipotentiaries had taken care to
disperse on the 10th. The armistice was at an end,
and Napoleon saw that his concessions had come too
late. Austria now for the first time avowed her
entrance into the Coalition; and Napoleon naturally
?
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enraged at her perfidy, accused her of desecrating “all
that is most sacred amongst men—mediation, a
congress, and the name of peace.”

The armies of the Allies now amounted to an
aggregate of more than seven hundred thousand men,
while about five hundred thousand were at Napoleon’s
disposal. The plan of the Allies was to despatch two
hundred thousand men—DRussians, Prussians, and Aus-
trians, under the command of Barclay de Tolly, from
Bohemia to Dresden, whilst Blucher and Bernadotte
were to command two other armies, persistently avoiding
a conflict with Napoleon, and challenging his Marshals.
The French Emperor, on the other hand, divining the
intentions of his enemies, resolved to prevent the
junction of Barclay’s force with the Austrians, whilst at
the same time he purposed to send Qudinot and Davoust
from Wittenberg and Hamburg against Berlin. He
lost as little time as possible, and marched at once into
Bohemia; but this time the Allies had been more
prompt than Napoleon. Even before the Congress
separated they had effected their junction, and were
already on the road to Dresden.

After some unimportant movements against Blucher,
Napoleon left Macdonald to confront the Prussian
general, and hastened to the relief of Dresden, which
Saint-Cyr held against a vastly superior force of the
Allies. The Emperor reached the town just in time
to repel a desperate attack from Schwartzenberg,
on the 26th of August; and on the next day he

sallied forth and took the offensive. Murat dis-
- /
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" tinguished himself in this battle by driving in the
enemy’s left, and capturing ten thousand prisoners,
whilst Ney and Mortier successfully engao'ed the
right.  Napoleon himself threw his force upon the
centre, and inflicted great loss, so that at length
the Allies, learning that Vandamme was approaching
with twenty-five thousand fresh troops, resolved to
retreat, leaving behind them twenty-five thousand
men, two hundred cannon, and a hundred and thirty
caissons. They withdrew across the mountains in
great disorder, and might have been almost anni-
hilated; but Napoleon’s panegyrists say, that whilst
directing the pursuit, he was overcome by a sudden
indisposition, the effect of his long-sustained efforts
and anxieties, that he returned to Dresden, and left
the conduct of affairs to his Marshals. If this were
the -case, then this temporary illness was an omen
of something infinitely worse. . The battle of Dresden
was fated to be the last great victory of Bonaparte.
Meanwhile Vandamme had marched from Konig-
stein to Pirna, and had occupied a strong position ab
Peterswalde, On the 28th of August he pushed on
to Culm, and thence towards Toplitz, in his attack
on which town he made sure of being assisted by
Napoleon. But the Emperor was at Dresden, and
his Marshals do not appear to have given Vandamme a
" thought. The latter encountered an obstinate resistance
at Toplitz from the Russian guards who held the place;
and finding himself left unprotected, he fell back upon
Culm. Here he was in turn attacked by smty thousand
t2
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of the Allies; and, attempting to resume his position at
Peterswalde, he was taken between two forces, a large
body of Prussians having in the meantime occupied
the heights. About half of his force cut its way
through, and escaped, but the remainder, with Van-
damme amongst them, were obliged to surrender. This
was on the 30th of August; and four days previously
Macdonald had suffered a severe defeat at the hands of
Blucher, on the Katzbach, losing ten thousand men,
and fifteen thousand prisoners, and being driven back
upon Goldberg.

These disasters did not happen alone. Oudinot,
marching upon Berlin, was attacked at Gross Beeren
by Bernadotte, and beaten. Davoust was compelled to
.abandon Schwerin and Wismar, which he had just
occupied ; and Ney, after replacing Oudinot, attacked the
Prince of Sweden at Dennewitz, and being unsupported,
owing to the defeat of Macdonald, suffered a loss of seven-
teen thousand men, of whom one-half were prisoners,
and thus left Saxony and Westphalia at the mercy
of Bernadotte. Napoleon himself began to feel dis-
couraged. He recognised that his only hope lay in a
great victory which should paralyse his enemies, as
Jena, Austerlitz, and Wagram had done; and he was
unable to create the chance. During the greater part
of September Napoleon hesitated between attacking
Schwartzenberg in Saxony and Blucher in Bohemia,
fearing tq engage either, lest the other should take
advantage 'of his absence.

Whilst ‘the Emperor hesitated, the Allies . were
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manceuvring so as to cut him off from the frontier of
France, and they succeeded in forming a semi-circle
from Wittenberg, through Bautzen, to Té6plitz. Their
object was almost accomplished, and Napoleon, per-
ceiving the critical nature of his position, resolved to
carry the war back into Prussia, selecting for the field
of his operations the plains between the Elbe and the
Oder. But now a new danger assailed him ; Bavaria,
Baden, and Wurtemberg threatened to increase the
forces of the Allies, and the former country actually
sent a contingent of sixty thousand men into the field.
Napoleon instantly altered his plan, and massed all the
forces which he could bring together—that is to say,
barely a hundred and seventy-five thousand—at Leipzie,
the centre of the enemy’s line, held at the moment by
Schwartzenberg alone. Bernadotte and Blucher were
hastening to Schwartzenberg’s assistance, and Napoleon
sent Ney forward with forty-five thousand men to hold
them in check. Bertrand, with fifteen thousand troops,
was detached to open up the Liitzen road, and Napoleon
himself, with the remaining one hundred thousand, pre-
pared to fall upon Schwartzenberg with his one hundred
and thirty thousand.

The latter, however, did not wait for this. He
attacked Napoleon on the 16th of Octqber, and engaged
in a desperate conflict, which lasted the whole day, and
of which the result was doubtful ; but he had given time
to Bernadotte and Blucher to beat Ney, and to make their
appearance, together with Benningsen, on the 18th. On
that day the Allies, to the number of three hundred
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thousand, attacked less than half that' number of
Frenchmen, who had determined to risk another
battle, and had drawn themselves up in front of
Leipziec. ' .

A sanguinary struggle ensued, as many as sixty
thousand men falling on the first day of this “battle
of nations,” as it was afterwards called by the Germans.
The French fought with the utmost valour and deter-
mination,  but they were hopelessly outnumbered.
‘The treachery of the Saxons, who, to the number of
twelve thousand, went over to the -enemy in the midst
of the fight, and turned their guns upon the comrades
whose side they had just left, contributed to the
disaster. In the night Napoleon determined upon a
retreat. Fortunately Bertrand had been able to open
the Litzen road; but Napoleon’s orders for the con-

'struction of temporary bridges over the Elster had been

disobeyed.” There was only one passage over the
river Elster, namely, the great bridge at Lindenau;
and this the French had mined, with the intention
of blowing it up as soon as their rear-guard should
have crossed.

A terrible conflict took place in the town and its
suburbs on the 19th of October; every street, almost
every house, was attacked and defended. Napoleon and
the Guard, Victor, Ney, Marmont had quitted Leipzic,
and were already at Lindenau, on the Liitzen road. In
an evil momenY the French sappers, deceived by appear-
ances, blew up ‘&e bridge, and thus thirty thousand

men, with a hupdred and fifty guns, were left at
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the mercy of the Allies. A few threw themselves into
the river and escaped; others swam their horses across
and reached safely the opposite shore (Macdonald was
one of these); but many, like Poniatowski, were killed
whilst attempting the same thing. The rest were
either slaughtered or taken prisoners, and the loss
in the three days’ battle, in killed and wounded
alone, is computed at one hundred and ten thousand
on both sides.

This defeat was in effect the death-blow of Napo-
leon’s power in Europe. Not only were the French
armies demoralised and dispirited ; not only did some
of the Marshals lose confidence in their chief, and
begin to negotiate with his enemies; not only was
France left virtually alone from this moment—the
example of treachery set by Austria and Saxony
being followed by other allies of the Empire;—but
Napoleon himself realised that the old enthusiasm and
dash of the soldiers of the Revolution had passed away,
and that he could no longer count upon France for an’
unlimited supply of recruits.

The retreat was conducted in good order, so far as
it was possible for Napoleon and his generals to inspire
order in their defeated and decimated ranks. They
‘were pursued closely by Blucher and Schwartzenberg, ‘
and were threatened by Giulay on the Weissenfels
road ; but avoiding a battle, and picking up the force
of Bertrand on their way, they pushed rapidly on to
Erfurth, with the intention of crossing the Rhine. In
order to reach Hanau, it was necessary to pass through



120 THE FRENCH REVOLUTIONARY EPOCH. [1813,

a densely-wooded defile. Blucher and Schwartzenberg
were converging upon it, and at Erfurth they learned
that Hanau was already occupied by fifty thousand
Bavarians, under the command of Marshal Wrede. The
retreating army was obliged to fight its way through
the defile. The rearguard, under Bertrand and
Mortier, was delayed by an attack of the pursuers’
vanguard, whilst the Emperor, with Macdonald, Sébas-
tiani, and Victor in the front, Marmont, Ney, and
Augereau in the centre, inflicted on the Bavarians a loss
of ten thousand men. Wrede, subsequently returning
to his positions, attacked the French rear, but he was
again defeated. On the 2nd of November the French
army, by this time reduced to a total of sixty thousand -
men, crossed the Rhine, and before the year was out
one-half of this number had been carried off by typhus,
by the effects of their wounds, or some other legacy of
that disastrous campaign.

The Allies did not immediately pursue Napoleon
across the Rhine; but the interval was industriously
employed in reducing the fortified places which re-
mained in the hands of French garrisons, in Central
Europe and the Rhenish provinces. Dresden, Stettin,
Zamose, Torgau, Dantzic, Wittenberg capitulated
before the middle of the following January. Holland
finally cast off her allegiance; and Denmark, the last
ally of France, shortly afterwards entered the Coalition.
By these capitulations an immense number of prisoners
—above thirty thousand from Dresden alone—were

sent into captivity.
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Meanwhile Napoleon had reached Saint-Cloud on
the 9th of November, and five -days later “he met
the Senate at Paris, to whom he communicated the
results of the campaign. The Emperor spoke the
truth when he reminded them that the whole of
Europe, so lately on their side, was now march-
ing against them. Strenuous efforts were made
to prepare for the campaign of 1814. The levies
ordered for 1814 and 1815 were drawn upon to
the number of three hundred and eighty thousand
men; whilst, before the year was at an end, the
new froops ordered to be raised were even more
numerous.

But France herself was becoming heartily weary
of perpetual war; and the misfortunes of the past
two years inspired the Representatives with sufficient
courage to protest against the new levies. They sent
to Napoleon a plainly-worded address in which the
sufferings and exhaustion of the country were set forth.
“ A barbarous and aimless war,” they declared, “periodi-
cally swallows up a rising generation, snatched from
education, from agriculture, from commerce and the
arts. Are the hearts of mothers, then, and the sweat
of the people, the patrimony of kings? ”

It was the language of the Revolution, employed
against one who, himself the product and the idol
of that Revolution, had acquired, by the wusual in-
fluences of unchecked power and ambition, the worst
vices of absolute monarchs. Napoleon was enraged
by this address, which he refused to receive after
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it had been read to h1m On the last day of the year
1818 he dissolved the Legislative Body, determined to.
" enforce his will without its assistance.

On the 21st of December Schwartzenberg had crossed
the Rhine; and on the 81st Blucher followed him. '
Both issued proclamations to the French people, in
which they declared that their quarrel was with Napoleon
alone, and that their troops would be animated by no
senfiment of revenge. Blucher’s proclamation was in
the following terms:— , :

“I have ordered the army of Silesia to cross the
Rhine in order to restore the liberty and independence
of the nations, and to secure peace. The Emperor
Napoleon has united Holland, a part of Germany, and
Ttaly, to the ¥rench Empire, and has declared that he
would niot give up a single village of his conquests, even
if the enemy should occupy the heights commanding
Paris.

“Tt is in opposition to this declaration and these
principles that the armies of all the European Powers
are marching.

« Every inhabitant of the towns and country districts
must remain quietly at home, each official at his post,
and continue to discharge his functions.

- “From the moment of the entry of the Allied
troops, -all communication with the French Empire
must cease)\ All who do not conform to this order will
be considered, guilty of treason to the Allied Powers ;
they will be roughty before a council of war, and
punished with dgath.”
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Before the spring had set in there were five foreign
armies on the soil of France. Schwartzenberg, with
three hundred thousand Austrians and Russians, had
marched through Switzerland, accompanied by the two
Emperors. Blucher, with a hundred and eighty thou-
sand Prussians, forming the centre, had come by way
of Neuwied. Bernadotte had crossed the Rhine lower
down, at the head of two hundred thousand Swedes,
Russians, and Prussians; Wellington had crossed the
Pyrenees with a force of English and Spaniards; whilst
an Anglo-Dutch army under Graham advanced by way
of the Scheldt. In addition to these, Murat joined
the Allies, in the selfish hope of retaining his crown,
. and threatened his old friend and leader with an army
of thirty thousand Neapolitans, 'who had already
‘invaded the Roman States. Thus nearly a million
- men stood upon the frontiers of France, and sum-
" moned the conqueror of Europe to answer for his
conquests.

Napoleon, menaced by grave dangers, both from
within and from without, faced them all with the
same coolness which he had always shown in the
great emergencies of ‘his career. The Declaration®
of Frankfort, issued by the Powers (December Ist,
1813), in which they demanded that France should be
restricted to its natural limits between the Rhine, the
Alps, and the Pyrenees, and stated that they did not
wage war against France, but against Napoleon, con-
tained the same assurances, and appealed to the same
sentiments as. the maniféstoes of Schwartzenberg and
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Blucher; and a large portion of France had answered
the appeal. Napoleon saw how closely he was pressed
by his enemies, and how shrewdly the Coalition had
availed itself of the discontent which had arisen in
France. The foreign monarchs had, in fact, two power-
ful allies within the boundaries of the nation—the bulk
of the people itself, satiated with military glory, and
anxious to save the popular liberties before they were
completely extinct; and the partisans of the legitimate
aonarchy, who hoped for a restoration which should
place Louis XVIIL on the throne. The first of these
two influences, and of course the most powerful, ‘had
been stimulated by the Emperor’s injudicious acts in
dismissing the Legislative Bady, in promulgating the
budget of 1814 by'a persondl decree, and in attempting
to organise the national defences, without appealing to
the mnation for its sanction. Napoleon called out the
National Guard in the capital and several of the
great towns; but he hesitated to put arms in
their hands, and naturally failed to evoke popular
enthusiasm. He had armies of one hundred and fifty
. thousand men in Italy and Spain, which he refused
to recall, in his overweening confidence that he should
soon be able to resume the offensive. Thus the defence
of the country against invasion was but artificial. The
people rose here and there, and displayed a spirit which,
as auxiliary to a powerful and well-disciplined army,
might have been invaluable. As it was, Napoleon
had nothing worthy of the name of a Grand Army.

On the 25th of January, Napoleon left Paris,
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and proceeded to the head-quarters of the eastern army,
which, under Marmont, Ney, and Victor, faced the
Allied armies at Vitry. Of the seventy thousand men
who had assembled here, Napoleon had detached a
force under Macdonald to cover Chilons and the Marne,
and another, commanded by Mortier, to protect Troyes
and the Seine. He himself took the direction of the
remaining forces into his own hands, and advanced to
Saint-Dizier, where he met the van-guard of Blucher’s
army, attempting to form a junction with the troops
of Schwartzenberg. Having driven back these troops,
he pushed on tlirough Vassy, and found Blucher con-
centrated at Brienne. The town! was taken, and the
Prussian general fell back, but within a day or two
he effected his junction with Schwartzenberg on the
Bar-sur-Aube road. Instead of husbanding his re-
sources and waiting for reinforcements, Napoleon
continued to pursue Blucher; and at La Rothidre,
being almost surrounded by four times his numbers,
lost six thousand men, and was driven back upon
Troyes. Meanwhile Macdonald had been compelled
by Blucher’s rearguard to evacuate Chalons, and occupy
Epernay in its place. ‘

The Allied armies appear to have held Napoleon
and his handful of men in very wholesome dread.
They neither attacked him nor pushed straight
forward on Paris, but separately followed the courses

1 After a sanguinary conflict, in the course of which Napoleon found
himself engaged in attacking $he very military college in which he had been
educated for the army.
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of the Seine and Marne towards the capital. Blucher
was strong enough to oblige Macdonald to quit the
town of Epernay; but the latter' defeated a force
sent against him, blew u}p' the bridge at Chéteau-
Thierry, and retired slowly upon Meaux. N apoleon, on
his part, having received reinforcements, and learning
that Blucher had again separated from Schwartzen-
berg, fell upon the former, with Marmont and Ney,
on the Chéilons road. After cutting to pieces a
column of five thousand Russians at Champ-Aubert, he
defeated the German general, Sacken, at Montmirail,
and subsequently Sacken and York together, in front
of Chéteau-Thierry. The Russians burned the town
and fled; and a vengeful pursuit was undertaken by
Mortier and the armed bands of the district. Napoleon
then rejoined Marmont, who had been obliged to fall
back before Blucher; but now the latter, true to the
admirable strategy adopted by the Allies, avoided an
encounter with the French Emperor. Napoleon, how-
ever, was not to be denied; he overtook the Prussian
general at Vauchamp, and inflicted upon him a series .
of severe defeats, between the 14th and 16th of Feb-
ruary, putting ten thousand men JAors de combat.
Meanwhile, part of the army of the Rhine;, com-
manded by Winzingerode, had captured Avesnes, Laon,
and Soissons, whilst reinforcements had been sent to
Blucher to replace the men whom he had lost. A
division under Bulow, with an English contingent, also
attacked Antwerp, but was obliged to retreat without
making any impression upon that city, which was



1814.] THE EMPIRE. 127

defended by Carnot, a veteran of the Revolution, who,
having always held aloof from Napoleon, had offered
him his sword as soon as the soil of France had been
invaded. Brussels, however, was evacuated by the
French, under Maison, who, nevertheless, did good
service in holding the Allies in check.

In the meantime General Caulaincourt had sought
out the representatives of the Allies, assembled at a
Congress at Chétillon (February 5th), at the instance of
Napoleon, who had expressed himself anxious to save
Paris from attack, and was prepared to accept the basis
of the Declaration of Frankfort.

Caulaincourt asked on what conditions the Allies
. were prepared to treat. They demanded the abandon-
ment even of the French conquests antecedent to the
Empire, the liberty of arranging the frontiers of the
other European countries without the inferference of
France, and the occupation of Belfort, Besan¢on, and
Huningen. The Emperor repelled these offers with
disdain. ““They forget,” he said, “ that I am much
nearer to Munich than they are to Paris.”

However, the negotiations at Chéitillon were con-
tinued, whilst Napoleon pursued his operations in the
field; and every success against the forces of the
Allies rendered the Emperor less inclined to listen to
their demands.

Early in March most important operations were
conducted to the morth of the Marne, the result of
which virtually decided the fate of the campaign.
Blucher, who had suffered much at the hands of
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Napoleon and his Marshals, was still marching upon
Paris when he heard that the French Emperor was
starting from Troyes, by way of Sézanne and La Ferts-
Gaucher, and was advancing to attack him with twenty-
five thousand men. The Prussian general at once crossed
the Marne, and fell hurriedly back upon Soissons, a
town at that time besieged by Winzingerode and
Bulow. Pressed bard by Marmont, Mortier, and the
Emperor, he found himself in' a precarious position,
and there seemed but small hope of his escaping,-
when, at this juncture, Soissons, most unfortunately
for the French, capitulated (March 9th); and Blucher
found a refuge open to him. If it had not been for
this lucky coincidence, -the army.of Silesia might,
according to some military authors, have fallen into the
hands of the French. :

Napoleon, enraged but not crushed by this dis-
appointment, at once attacked the left of the Allies, and
fought more than one desperate battle at Laon, losing
within a few days a sixth of his small army of thirty
thousand men. However, Blucher evacuated Soissons,
which was occupied by Mortier. Napoleon then turned
round upon Rheims, which  had been surprised by a
Russian force, and which town he captured, with a loss
to the enemy of five thousand men.

Meanwhile Augereau at Lyons remained compara-
tively inactive, and made no effectual response to the
urgent commands of Napoleon to advance upon the
Rhine. He protested that his army was not ready
for the field, and Napoleon sent him a sublime reply.
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T have at this moment,” ‘he said, “a division of four
thousand National Guards, in round hats and vests,
without pouches, armed with every kind of gun, of
whom I think very highly; and I only wish I had
thirty thousand of them.” Augereau did attempt to
retake Macon, and fought an unsuccessful battle
near Lyons, which he was obliged to evacuate. Then
he took up an inefficient position between Valence
~ and Pont Saint-Esprit, under the pretext of preventing
the union of the Austrians with Wellington. But he
too had entered into negotiations with the Allies, and
was betraying the Emperor.

Wellington, with seventy thousand men, occupied
the roads from Saint-Jean-de-Luz and Saint-Jean-
Pied-de-Port to Bayonne, fa.cing Soult, who stood with
lis right on the latter town, and whose army had been
weakened in order to reinforce Napoleon. The British
- general attacked him, and drove him from Bayonne and
the Adour to Orthez, and from thence to Aire. Mean-
- while the Royalists, encouraged by the presence of
the Duke d’Angouléme, whom the English had brought
to Saint-Jean-de-Luz, invited Wellington to Bordeaux.
A detachment of the Anglo-Spanish army entered the
city, and there, on the 12th of Ma.rch Louis XVIII.
was first proclaimed. .

When Schwartzenberg heard of the capitulation of
Soissons and of its subsequent evacuation by Blucher,
he crossed the Seine, and drove Macdonald upon
Nangis, hoping to co-operate with the Prussians; but
the approach of Napoleon, who had taken a three days’
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rest at Rheims, caused him to fall back again, and to
give the still redoubtable Emperor as wide a berth as
possible. The boldness of the French, and the
circumspection of the Allies, show how completely the
terror of Napoleon’s name had been established during *
-the past twenty years, when even the disasters of. 1812
and 1813 had not sufficed to extinguish it. But
now a more courageous policy was adopted by the
Allies, at the instance of the Czar Alexander. It
was decided that Schwartzenberg and Blucher should
do what they might safely have done six or eight
weeks before—unite their whole forces and march upon
Paris. A :

The Austrian general marched upon Arecis, in order
to. join Blucher at Vitry or Chélons, as occasion might
offer. Napoleon instantly challenged him, and drove
him back again ; but as Schwartzenberg took up a strong
position, with a hundred thousand men the Emperor
was compelled to retire. He turned back upon Saint-
Dizier, in the hope of -entering Lorraine, of collecting
there a large number of volunteers, and of cutting
the communications of the invading armies. It was a
last resource. Paris lay practically open to the Allies,
for Marmont and Mortier, with their eighteen thousand
men, had also been recalled from Rheims, in order to
join the Emperor. The attempt of Napoleon was
so far successful that it induced Schwartzenberg to

Ueeturn to Vitry, in order to watch his opponent’s move-
Rhin gtg whilst the bulk of the forces remained at Chalons.
for thewyg there was another delay, and another period
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of hesitation. The French malcontents, and the
Royalists in particular, who were eager to receive from
the invading armies that power and those privileges
which they could not obtain from the French people,
began to grow tired of waiting. They urged the Allies.
to advance upon the capital, and assured them that
they could do so with perfect safety. “You can do
anything,” wrote Talleyrand, a member of the Senate,
hitherto subservient to Napoleon; “and you dare do
nothing. Be daring for once!” '

The Czar once more urged before a council of war
the necessity of a resolute march on Paris. It was
arranged that Winzingerode, with a strong force of
cavalry and artillery, should occupy the attention of
Napoleon, and if necessary fall back before him, whilst
the two armies—that of Schwartzenberg by Vitry and
Coulommiers, and that of Blucher by Chélons and Mont-
mirail—should hastily advance upon the capital. At
the same time the Allies issued another declaration
from Vitry, in which they repeated their former pro-
testations, and expressed their desire and resolve to
““reconstruct the social edifice.” .

Meanwhile Marmont and Mortier, attempting to
obey the directions of the Emperor, encountered the
advancing columns of the enemy. They fell back
fighting upon Fére-Champenoise, losing a large number
of men, and took refuge in Sézanne. They were saved
from further destruction by a force under General
Pacthod, nearly wholly composed of National Guar@s,
raised from the invaded districts, and which at this

j? 3
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moment opposed an heroic resistance, in front of
Fére-Champenoise, to an overwhelming number of the
cavalry of both the Allied armies. Seventy cannon
played upon these six thousand brave men for a period
of twelve hours, who steadfastly refusing to surrender,
were cut to pieces and mown down, until barely
a thousand contrived . to escape. This brilliant feat
enabled Marmont and Mortier to withdraw with the
remainder of their troops, and ultimately to reach
Charenton, almost simultaneously with the arrival of
the Allies in the environs of the capital.

The capital justified the predictions of Talleyrand
and the Royalists; it offered no resistance worthy of
the name. On the 29th of March, at the first news of
the approach of the Allied armies, the Empress fled to
Blois, accompanied by the infant King of Rome and a
number of the ministers. The Parisians had, for the
most part, believed in Napoleon to the last; and when
the enemy’s cannon saluted their ears on the 30th, and
they heard that the Emperor was at Saint-Dizier, they
' bega.n to think that he had really abandoned his cause.
Some feeble efforts were now put forth to place the
city in a state of defence. Joseph Bonaparte, who
was in Paris, issued a proclamation, inciting the people
to resistance. “Let us arm ourselves,” he said, “to
defend this city, her monuments, her wealth, your
wives, your children, all that is dear to you. Let this
vast city become for a season a camp, and let the enemy
be defeated under the very walls which he expects to
pass in triumph. The Emperor is marching to your

i
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aid. = Second him by a brief resistance, and let us save
the honour of France!”

All this might have been true, and a check to the
enemy for a few weeks might have been equivalent to
the raising of the siege by Napoleon, but Joseph and
his advisers themselves took care that their proclama-
tion should have no effect. They would not trust the
people with arms; and though half Paris was ready
to rise, and actually clamoured for them, none were
given. Joseph was assisted by Clarke, Minister of
‘War, and General Hullin ; and, whether from indecision
or from treachery, the triumvirate on whom the fate
of Paris depended, and on whom Napoleon relied for
his last chance 'of saving the capital, did nothing
effectual. The Allies occupied gradually the heights
round Paris, La Villette, La Chapelle, Pantin, Charonne,
and Romainvillé; and at Noisy, at the foot of .thé
hills which surround the capital, and in the wood of
the same name, Blucher took up his quarters un-
opposed. A hundred and forty thousand Russians,
Prussians, and Austrians surrounded the city ; and the
first show of opposition came from without, not from
within its walls. |

Marmont and Mortier had followed in the wake of
the invaders, and on the 30th they made several furious
and sanguinary attacks upon the overwhelming forces
of the Allies. Around Romainville, Menilmontant, and
Belleville the battle raged with the utmost ardour, and
Schwartzenberg was at one time so hard pressed that he
was obliged to call upon the Prussian Guards. The



134 THE FRENCH REVOLUTIONARY EPOCH. [1814.

latter advanced against the heights of Belleville, which
Marmont had already surmounted with his artillery,
and which, served by the Marshal’s troops, assisted
by the pensioners, received them with a withering
fire. The Prussians broke and retreated, but presently,
reforming at Pantin, they charged in a similar manner
against the hills (duffes) of Chaumont. Here the marines
. gave them an equally warm reception, whilst the
National Guards, and the few citizens who had been
able to obtain arms, fired upon them from every pro-
tected point. A second time the Prussians broke and
withdrew ; the French cavalry pursued and cut them
down, recaptured Pantin, and held the seventy thousand
men of Schwartzenberg’s army. at bay for seven hours
until fatigue put an end to the struggle.

The resistance of Paris depended upon Marmont
and Mortier alone, aided by a handful of veterans,
and by the pensioners, marines, and military students
of the capital. The few ministers and officials who had
ot fled with the Empress, and the two incompetent
brothers of Nap‘oleoxi, Joseph and Jéréme, had con-
tributed nothing to the honour of the day. The
Emperor, now on ‘his way to Paris, sent General
Dejean to Montmartre to inform his brothers of his
return. The messenger came too late to find the repre-
sentatives of the Imperial Government. A domestic
placed in his hand the following letter of Joseph,
which he had been charged to convey to the
Marshals :—

¢ Paris, March 30th, 1814. If Marshal Mortier,

‘ -
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Duke of Treviso, and Marshal Marmont, Duke of
 Ragusa, cannot continue to hold their positions, they
are authorised to enter into negotiations with Prince
Schwartzenberg and the Emperor of Russia, who are
opposed to them. They will afterwards withdraw upon
the Loire.”

And in fact, as soon as this letter was written,
the two Bonapartes, with the minister Clarke in their
company, precipitately fled to Versailles, having scarcely
taken a single effectual step for the protection or
assistance of the vast city which had been entrusted
to their care.

Dejean instantly set spurs to his horse, and over-
took the retreating brothers of the Emperor in the
Bois de Boulogne. He entreated them to return, and
assured them that Napoleon would reach the capital
on the following day. Joseph told him that it was
too late, and he would not listen to the arguments
and entreaties of his brother’s messenger.

The general, therefore, returned to- Paris, where he
found the two gallant Marshals still hotly contesting
every foot of ground. But even Marmont and Mortier
began to recognise that further resistance was hopeless.
Toward nightfall they despatched an aide-de-camp to the
head-quarters of the Allies at La Villette, who agreed
upon an armistice for four hours, in order to arrange
a capitulation, which was concluded at midnight, under
the following conditions :— ’

“The French troops shall evacuate the capital of
France on the 31st of March, at seven o’clock in the
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morning.  All the arsenals, manufactories, military
buildings and stores, shall remain in the condition in
which they were before the capitulation.”

It was afterwards discovered that the city contained
thirty thousand new muskets, a hundred and twenty-
five cannon, two hundred and fifty thousand hundred-
weights of powder, five million cartridges, and a vast
quantity of military stores of all kinds, which had been
studiously withheld from a population anxious to defend
themselves. As it was, the possession of the city had
cost the Allies, on their own -confession, eighteen
thousand men. How would it have been if all Paris
had been armed, and had held out until Napoleon
had seconded its efforts with his army of forty thou-
sand men? This, indeed, is what the Emperor had,
at the last moment, attempted to do. . As soon as he
learned that Winzingerode was merely covering the
forward march of the main armies of the Coalition, he
hastened towards the capital, counting upon reaching
it as soon as the enemy. At Troyes he received in-
formation which caused him to hurry on to Fontaine-
bleau alone; and from thence he was continuing his
journey when he ‘met the troops of Marmont and
Mortier. ,

On the 31Ist of March, the Allied sovereigns and -
their armies entered the French capital. They were
received with enthusiasm by the partisans of the
Bourbons, and cries of “ Long live Louis XVIIL”
were alternated with “Long live Alexander!” The
masses were subdued ; they felt their helplessness, and

4
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were not consoled by the project of a monarchical
restoration. The Czar and his allies paid apparently
. great respect to the national will, and compelled their
troops to behave with the utmost moderation. Though
the idea of interfering forcibly in the internal affairs
of France was never entertained by the English Minis-
ters, they privately inclined to the return of the
Bourbons to power. Wellington had already tacitly
allowed their conduct at Bordeaux, and the other Allies
were' sufficiently indifferent in the matter. It is true
that Alexander emphatically declared, to the Royalists
who assiduously paid him court, “ The nation has only
to manifest its will, and we shall maintain it;” but
there was .only one flaw in this professed deference
to the popular wishes, and that was that the people
were not consulted in the matter.  Talleyrand assured
the Allies that the “authorities” were in favour of
the Bourbons ; and, at length, the Czar, in the name of
the Sovereigns, invited the Senate to appoint a Pro-
visional Government, which should draw up a Constitu-
tion, and provide for the administration of affairs. But
from beginning to end there was no thought.of an
appeal to the people.

On the 2nd of April the Senate named the followmg’
members of its body as a Provisional Government :—
Talleyrand, Beurnonville, Jaucourt, Dalberg, and Mon-
tesquiou. On the next day they decreed the downfall
of Napoleon and his dynasty.

* Considering ”—so ran this decree—that Napoleon

“Bonaparte has torn up the contract which bound him to
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the French people by raising taxes otherwise than in
virtue of .the law, by needlessly adjourning the Legis-
lative Body, by illegally issuing sundry decrees involv-
ing ‘the infliction of death, by suppressing ministerial
‘responsibility, judicial independence, freedom of the
press, &c.; considering that Napoleon has crowned
the misfortunes of his country by misapplying all
the men and money entrusted to him for the purpose
of war, and by refusing to 