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APPENDIX. 
, .... 

OFFICIAL ACTS OF THE ROMAN REPUBLIC. 

I. 
[THE Republic was proclaimed, by an assembly elected 
by universal suffrage, on the 9th of February 1849. 
On the 24th of February the members of the moun/a;1l 
in the French Constituent Assembly sent an address of 
congratulation and promise of fraternal aid to the Roman 
Constituent Assembly. Being commissioned by the 
Roman Assembly to reply to that address, I sent the 
following answer :] 

Citizens,-Your address reaches us at a solemn 
moment j on the eve of battle. - It will inspire and 
encourage us to fresh energy in the holy struggle about 
to begin. France has done great things for the world: 
you have hoped, suffered, and fought for humanity, and 
every word spoken by you impo~es upon us duties which, 
with God's help, we shall know how to fulfil 

You, citizens, have understood all that there is of 
great, noble, and providential in this flag of regeneration 
floating above the city that encircles the Capital and 
Vatican,-a new consecration of eternal right; a third 
world arising upon the ruins of two worlds extinct: an 
Italy who will be sister to France, bursting the walls of 
her sepulchre, and demanding, in the name of the mission 
she is destined to fulfil, her right of citizenship in the 

• The renewal of hostilities between Austria and Piedmont. 
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federation of the peoples. You have understood that 
our hearts are pUre from all hatred or intolerance; that 
we are fulfilling a work of human improvement and love, 
and that by asserting our rights without attacking the 
existing religion, by separating the Pope from the Prince, 
we have assumed the obligation never to contaminate 
this great work by the base passion and cowardly 
vengeance of which we have been accused by a corrupt 
or deluded press. This obligation we shall fulfil: such 
words as yours are to us a recompense for many 
calumnies, and im assurance against many a covert 
betrayal; we know that you will enlighten your fellow 
citizens upon the true character of our revolution, and 
sustain our right to the national life which you have 
already proclaimed and achieved for yourselves. 

There is but one sun in heaven for all the earth: 
there is but one aim, one law, one faith-association 
and progress-for all the populations of the earth. Like 
yourselves, we fight for the whole world. The peoples 
are brothers and will remain such, happen what may. 

Trust in us; we will trust in you. If in the coming 
struggle our strength fail us, we shall remember your 
promises and cry aloud to you :-Brothcrs arist, Iht /tour 
has (()mt, and we shall see your volunteers hasten to our 
aid. 

In the days of the empire we fought side by side, 
and we will fight side by side again for all that men hold 
most dear-Gou, the Fatherland, .Liberty, the Republic, 
and the holy alliance of the peoples. 

II. 
[The Triumvirate, of which I made one, was elected 

on the 29th of March. The following is the Programme 
of Principles we p'ublished.] 

Citizens,-Five days have elapsed since we received 
our -sacred mandate from the Assembly. We have 
carefully studied the actual condition of the Roman 
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States, and that o( July, our common country. We 
Juve sought to interrogate the 1I'isbes of the worthiest 
citiuru. and the dictates of our own conscience; and it 
is no. time that the people should hear our voice and 
learn wJut are the general principles by which we shall 
be governed in the execution of the mandate imposed 
upon us. 

To provide for the wety of the Republic; to protect 
it from dangers within and .-ithout; to cause it worthily 
to maintain its ground in the war of independence; such 
is the task entrusted to us. 

This mandate lignifies in our eyes respect, Dot only 
for a form of government, for a name, but also for the 
friNi/u represented by this name and by this form of 
governmenL This principle is for us & principle of love, 
of civilisation, of fratc:mal progress by all and for all, ·of 
moral, intellectual, and economical improvement for the 
entire body of the citizens. The Republican flag, raised 
in Rome by the representatives of the people, does Dot 
represent the triumph of one fraction of the citizens 
o,oer another. It represents the common triumph-a 
,oictory-gained by the many, acquiesced in by the 
immense majority,-o( the principle of good over the 
principle of evil; of the common right over the will of 
a small Dumw; o( holy equality, the gift of God to 
all the human species, o,oer privilege and despotism. 
\\" e cannot be republicans without being superior, and 
pro\-ing that we are superior, to the powers DOW over
thrown (or ever. Liberty and virtue, the Republic and 
fraternity, ought to be inseparably united. It is (or us 
to set an example to Europe. The Republic in Rome 
is an Italian programme; it is a hope, a future for 
r.°enty-slx millions of men, our brothers. It is bound 
to prove to Italy and to Europe that our cry of God 
tlnti llu PtD//~ is not a lie; that our work is eminently 
religious. a work of education and morality; that the 
accusations of intolerance, anarchy, and violent up
tl1l1lin6 of things directed against us, are false; that 

\"01- v. B B 
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united thanks to the Republican principle, into one 
family of righteous men, under the eye of God, and fol
lowing the inspiration of the highest amongst us in 
genius and virtue, we advance towards the attainment of 
true order-the association of Law and Power. 

It is thus we understand our mission; and it is thus 
that we hope all tht; citizens will learn by degrees to 
understand it with us. We are not the Government of 
a Party; we are truly the Government of the Nation. 
The Nation is Republican. The nation embraces all 
who sincerely profess its republican faith; it pities and 
instructs all those who do not as yet comprehend the 
sacredness of that faith; it crushes, in the omnipotence 
of its sovereignty, all, 1\'ho attempt to violate it by open 
revolt, or secret intrigues provocative .of civil dissensions. 

Neither intolerance nor weakness. The Republic is 
at once conciliatory and energetic. The Government is 
strong; therefore it is fearless. Its task is to preserve
intact the rights, and aid the free performance of the duties 
of all the citizens;" therefore it does not sink into 
the repose of vain and culpable security. The Nation 
has conquered-conquered for ever. Its Government 
ought to exhibit the serene and generous calmness, not 
the abuse of victory. Inexorable as to principles; 
tolerant and impartial as ;to persons; equally incapable 
of compromise and mistrust; neither fearing offence nor 
seeking to offend j-such ought a Government to be, in 
order to be worthy of republican institutions. 

Economy in the"public offices; morality in the choice 
of officials; capacity- proved by experience when 
possible-at the head of the admHlIstrative departments. 

Severe verification, order, and control in financial 
matters; limited expenditure, avoidance of 411 waste; 
the money of the country devoted exclusively to the 
good of the country; every sacrifice exacted when 
demanded by the necessities of the country. 

No war of classes; no hostility t{> existing wealth; 
no wallton or\lnjust violation of the rights o. propcrty j 
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but a constant disposition to ameliorate the material 
condition of the classes least favoured by fortune; a firm 
determination to re-establish the credit of the state, and 
to check every culpable egotism, either of monopoly, 
artifice, or passive resistance tending to dissolve or 
impair it. 

Laws few and well-weighed; but· vigilance and 
firmness in their execution. 

The power and discipline of the regular army held 
sacred to the defence of the country and to the National 
war for the independence and liberty of Italy. 

Such are the general bases of our programme, which 
will be developed more or less speedily according to 
circumstances, but never violated by us. 

Recently invested with power, surrounded by the 
abuses fostered by the fallen ~overnment, and impeded 
at every step by the effects of the inertia and hesitation 
of others, we shall have need of toleration from all; 
np-ed above all things that none should judge us save by 
our own acts. Friends to all who desire the y,rell-being 
of our common country; pure in intention if not great 
in intellect; surrounded by circumstances the gravest 
that ever befell a people or their' government, we shall 
have need of the active aid of all, of. the harmonious, 
fraternal, and pacific work of alL And this we hope to 
have. The country ought not, it must not, go back: it 
ought not, it will not, fall into anarchy. Let all good 
men assist us: God, who has decreed the resurrection 
of Rome and the nationality of Italy, will be with us. 

Slot April 18490 

III. 

Whereas it is the office and duty of a well-organised 
Republic to provide for the gradual amelioration of the 

, condition of the most necessitous'c1asses; 
Whereas the improvement most urgent at the present 

moment is that of withdrawing as many families as possible 
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from the evils resulting from crowded and unhealthy 
habitations; 

Whereas, while the Republic is occupied in en· 
deavouring to destinate proper localities, both in the 
provinces and in Rome itself, for the use of the indigent 
classes, it is a work of republican morality to cancel 
even the vestiges of past iniquity by consecrating to 
benevolence that which past tyranny employed for 
torture, the Constituent AssemQly, at the suggestion of 
the Triumvirs, decrees :-

l. The edifice hitherto used as the H.I/y Qf!i«, is 
henceforth dedicated to the use of necessitous lamilies 
or individuals, who shall be allowed to have loJgings 
therein on payment ora small /llonthly rent. 

2. A commission is instituted, composed of three 
representatives of the people, and two civil engineers, 
to provide with all due speed for the. execution of the 
present decree: , 

Q. By receiving applications from Roman families 
or individuals asking for lodgings in the above-mentioned 
locality, and selecting those who are proved to be the 
most necessitous; 

IJ. By causing such alterations to be made in "the 
above-mentioned locality as are necessary in order to 
adapt it to its new destination. 

c. By appropriating the necessary amount of space 
to those whose applications shall have been granted, 
fixing the rent they will be required to pay, and putting 
them in possession of their lodging. 

d. By drawing up rules for the maintenance of order 
and discipline within the building, and for the general 
administration and preservation of the locality. 

3. No sub-letting of the aforesaid lodgings will be 
pemutted. 

4. The Commission will commence its sittings 
within the building itself on the 9th inst, for the imme
diate execution of the duties with which it is entrusted 

4/.6 AprilIS490 



IV. 

\\'b~u there is no more appropriate and ~y 
method of rendering the bbours of the apiculturist 
lucrative. and of benefiting a most numerous and useful 
cl:a.ss j of strengthening their affection for their country. 
and interesting them in the Oft,'3.I\is;atiQn of the great 
rerorm j of iolprO\"ing the soil and its culti'-ators at one 
an,l the same time., by the etlWlcipation or both. than 
th.lt of p.uc-dling out a ~'"e portion of the vast IUr:lI 
posso-oons now actually a,lministered. or to be admin
istered by the SUte., into snWl leaseholJ allotments at 
a mooente annmtl rent,. ~eeUl3b1e at any £il-en time, 
to one or Sf:,"en) ramilit."S or the poorest ~3s:ants; under 
such regulations anJ conditions as shall be deemed mo.<;t 
fitting to ensure the sllCCdiest,. most just,. and most st.lWe 
execution of so salutary a purpose., it is decreeJ :-

Article I. A large portion of the rural ,lonwns 
belo"l."ng to reli~ous corpor:1tions or other _,~a 
of .. hatsoe\-el ciescription in ,."batsoever portion of the 
Roman territory, ,."hich either are or are to be pbced 
under the aJministntion of the State., sb:UI be immedi
atdy di,"i,led into a £il-cn number or portions. sufficient 
for tile mainteMnCC of one or more necessitous £unilies 
having no other means of subsistence; ,."ho shall hold 
them in free and permanent leasehold in consiJention 
of a moderste tIr ... p;t}-\ble to the State., redeemable at 
any ~\-cn time from the 19Sehold. 

Artide I. A special n-gulation wiD distinctly deter
mine the method of proCef:\lulg by.blch this wholesome 
provision slWl be dfectuated. 

AnKle 3. A~"OUS measures ... ill be tAken with 
rq;:ud to the.fottG """''';' arisinsf from the same or &om 
similar sources. with a view of plO\'iJing better and less 
costly h.1.bibtions for the poorer chsses. 

Article 4- The measures already announced with 
regard to the filting payment of the upenses of puNic: 
,.-oNUp, tile p.iStlnl aJministr.ulOll of }Wishes, UlJ 
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other establishments of public interest, either through. 
payment in kind, the produce of leaseholds or other 
public monies belonging to the provincial or municipal 
authorities, will remain in force. 

Article 5. The Ministers of Finance and of the 
Interior, are respectively charged with the execution of 

'the present law. 
V. 

[The decree of the 15th April, after setting forth 
that it should be the "constant aim of Republican 
institutions, progressively to ameliorate the .condition of 
the masses," and that the high price of salt had "an 
injurious effect upon agriculture, the fisheries, retail 
trade, commerce, and the health of the poor;" reduced 
the duty upon every description of salt to one bajocco 
for every Roman lb.] 

VI. 
Romans,'-The territory of the Republic is threatened 

by foreign intervention. A body of French troops has 
appeared before Civita Vecchia. 

Whatever may be' their intentions, the maintenance 
of the Principle of Government freely accepted by the 
people, the right of Nations, and the honour of the 
Roman name, command the Republic to resist. 

The Republic will resist. It is necessary that the 
people should prove to France and to the world that 
they are not a people of children, but a people of men, 
and of men who once gave laws and civilisation to Europe. 
It is necessary that none should be able to say that the 
Romans desired to be .free, but knew not how. It is 
necessary that 'the French nation should learn from our 
resistance, our declarations, and our whole bearing, that 
we are firmly resolved never again to submit to the 
Government we overthrew. 

The peopJe will prove this. They who think 
otherwise, dishbnour the people and are traitors to their 
country. 
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Oruer, solemn tranquillity, and serious energy. The 
Government is on the watch inexorably to prevent any 
attempt to excite anarchy, or any act injurious to the 
Republic. Citizens, organise yourselves and rally round 
us. God and the People, law and energy will be 
triumphant. 

251" Aj>riI1849. 

[I drew up at the same time with the above, the 
following Protest, which the Ass~bly sent the same day 
to General Oudinot] 

.. The Roman Assembly, disturbed by the threatened 
invasion of the territory of the Republic, feeling that this 
invasion, in no way provoked by the conduct of the 
Republic towards foreign powers, unpreceded by any 
communication from the French Government, and cal
culated to excite anarchy in a country calmly. reposing 
in the consciousness of its rights and the order and 
concord of its citizens, is a violation alike of the rights 
of nations, the guarantees offered by the French Con
stitution, and the bonds of fraternity which should unite 
the two Republics,-protests in the name of God and 
the People against the unlooked for invasion, declares 
its firm determination to resist, and holds France re
sponsible for the consequences." 

VII 

Whereas all religious vows are simply a moral 
obligation between the human conscience and God; 

Whereas a civil state has no right as such to 
interfere by any extrinsic and material means in the 
spaere of spiritual duty; . 

Whereas the life and capacity of every man belong 
ot" right to the Society and Country wherein he has 
been placed by Providence; 

"bereas the State cannot recognise as irrevocable 
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any promises which de~ it of the sen-ices, or res~ 
the free will and action of the citizens; 

The Trium\-uate decrees lo-

The State does not recognise the perpetuity of the 
\"Ows uttered by indi\-iduals belon&ing to the so-called 
regular religious orders. 

E'-ery indi\-idual, to .-batsoever religious order he 
may belong, is empowered to withdraw from the rules 
and obsen"3llCe5 to which he bound h.imscli upon taking 
the religious TOws.. 

The State will protect an those who determine to 
a\-ail themseh-es of the present decree from \ioleoce or 
opposition. 

The Sute will gratefuTIy receive into the ranks 0:- its 
army any Priests lI-ho may be desirous of joining in the 
defence of the Country for which they ha\"\! until 00\1" 

offered up their prayers to God. 
The present decree will be read aloud by a Govern

ment Commissioner to the Members of the Religious 
Corporations assembled in full community in their 
respecti\"\! Com-ents. 

a7t.6 A}rilIS49-
vaL 

[The decree of the I Sth of April haTing proclaimed 
that a 1:uge portion of the uncultivated lands helJ by the 
\-anous religious corpor.l.tions and other IIWVr .".;a 

had been declared by the vote of the Assembly of the 
21st February to be the property of the Republic;
another decree of the a7th April provided for the execu
tion of that measure.] 

IX. 
Having faith in the generous principles, as wen. as 

in the coura"ue of the Roman people; being com-inceJ 
that, although determined to deknd the independence of 
their country to the last e:rtremity a,,<>ain.st aU in\-asWn 
-the people of Rome does not consider the Frendl 
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people responsible for the errors and faults of their 
Government; 

Relying unboundedly on the people, and on the 
IaDctity of the republican principle; 

The Triumvirate decrees :-
AU forc::igners, and especially the French, dwelling 

peaceably in Rome, are placed under the guardianship 
of the nation; 

Whosoe<'er shall attempt to do them the least injury, 
,hall be considered guilty of an offence against the 
honour of Rome. 

The Government will take care that no one shall 
violate the duties of hospitwty. 

A,,", 281 .. 1849-

X. 
Romans !-A body of Neapolitan troops has passed 

the frontier, and appears to be moving in the direction of 
Rome. 

Their purpose is to ~stablish the Pope in absolute 
temporal power. Their weapons' are persecution, 
ferocity, and pillage. Their ranks encircle the king to 
"'hom Europe has given the name of the B(}"wartUr of 
his subjects, and around him stand the most determined 
of the conspirators of Gaeta. 

Romans I-We have conquered our first assailants; 
we will conquer the second. The blood of the best 
among the Neapolitan patriots, the blood of our Sicilian 
brothers weighs heavily upon the head of the traitor 
king. God, who confounds the wicked and strengthens 
the defenders of the right, has chosen you, 0 Romans! 
as uengers. The will of God and our country be done. 

In the name of the rights common to all countries, 
and in the name of the duty Rome owes to Italy and 
Europe,-in the name of the Italian mothers who have 
cursed that king, and or the Roman mothers ,,'ho will 
bless the defenders of their children,-in the name of our 
liberties, our conscience, and our honour,-in the name 
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of God and the people-we will resist. We will resist, 
soldiers and people, capital and province, Let Rome 
be as inviolable as eternal justice, We have learned that 
in order to conquer, it suffices to fear not death. Long 
live the Republic! 

2ri May 1849. 

XI. 

People of the Republic !-The Neapolitan troops 
have invaded our temtory and are marching upon Rome. 

Let the war of the People begin. . 
Rome will do her duty-let the provinces do theirs. 
Tb.e moment has arrived to make a supreme effort. 

All who believe in the,dignity of their immortal soul, in 
the inviolability of their rights, in the sanctity of their 
oaths, in the justice of the Republic, in the independence 
of the peoples, and in Italian honour, are this day bound 
in duty to act For all who hold dear their liberty, their 
homes, their families, the beloved one, their native land, 
their life,-action. is a necessity. Citizens, your life, 
liberty, property, rights,-all are threatened; they seek 
to tear all from you. 

The banner raised by the king of Naples is for us the 
banner of despotism and unlimited tyranny. His first 
footprints are printed in blood. The lists of proscrip
tion are traced in blood. 

You have too long been (;ontent with words, whilst 
others conspired and laid in wait. Be not deceived. 
You have to-day to choose between exile, poverty, and 
the scaffold, or battle and victory. Peoples of the 
Republic, all hesitation or uncertainty would be 
cowardice, and useless cowardice. 

Arise then and act. The decisive hour has sounded. 
Slavery such as you have never known, or liberty worthy 
of your ancient glory, lasting security and the applause 
of all Europe. Arise then and arm. Let it be war; 
inexorable, universal war, since they will have it so, and 
it will be brief. 
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While Rome assails the enemy in front, surround 
and molest them on the flank and rear. 

Rome will be the central nucleus of the national 
army of which you will be the flying squadrons. 

Resist in whatever way you may. Whensoever local 
defence is impossible; let every fifty men form a 
guerrilla band, every ten a national squadron; let each 
man of undoubted honesty who can rally ten others around 
him, be their chief. The Republic wilt gratefully reward 
them. Let each Prefect direct a centre of insurrection 
and give commissions to chiefs of guerrilla bands or 
squadrons. The Republic will take note of all the 
names, and assign rewards in money, land, and honour. 
The brevets will serve as a feuille de route, which will 
be recognised by the communes as giving the right of 
free passage and of succour. 

The guerrilla bands and flying squadrons will avoid 
regular encounters with the enemy, but harass them, 
destroy their repose, cut off their provisions and 
stragglers, annoy and distress them, surrounding them as 
with a web of iron, impeding their movements, and 
wearying them out. 

Let insurrection at once become the daily life, the 
pulse, the breath of every patriot. Let the mactive be 
punished with infamy, traitors with death. 

Let the Republic be as terrible in war as it has been 
great in peace. Let Europe learn then we are deter
mined to live and that we know how. God and the 
people will bless our arms. 

3" May 1849. 

XII. 

Romans !-Rare, but grave disorders have arisen.· 
Some acts of devastation and injury to property have 
been committed, which endanger the majestic tranquillity 
with which Rome has sanctified her victory. :For the 
honour of Rome and the triumph of the sacred principle 
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"'e defend, it is necessruy that such disorders should 
cease. 

Everything must be great in Rome: alike the energy 
in battle, and the conduct of the people after \;ctory. 

The we.'1pons of those "'ho dwell amid the eternal 
monuments of their fathers' greatness, may not be turned 
against the unanned, nor used to enforce arbitrary acts. 
The repose of Rome should be as the repose of the lion, 
a repose as majestic as his rnge is terrible. 

Romans! Your Triumvirs have solemnly pledged 
themselves to prove to Europe that you are superior to 
your assail.lnts,-that the accusations cast upon you are 
calumnious,-that the RepUblican principle has destroyed 
the germs of anarchy, sown by the former Government, 
and to which the renewal of the past alone could gh'e 
life,-that you are not only bl'lwe but \'irtuous, that law 
lind courage are in your eyes the breath and soul of the 
Republic. 

On these conditions your Triumvirs are proud to 
remain at your head; on these Conditions, they will, if 
need be, join you on the barricades. Be these conditions 
inviolable as the love that unites the people with its 
government, as the resolution of both people and 
government to maint:un the banner of the Republic 
unsullied and pure from e\'eIY stain. 

Persons are inviolable. The Government alone has 
the right to punish. 

Property is inviol'lble. Every stone of Rome is 
sacred. The Government alone has the right to modify 
the inviolability of property when public utility renders it 
necessary. 

No one is allowed to make arrests, or domiciliary 
perquisitions, without the direction or assistance of the 
head of a military post. 

Foreigners are under the special protection of the 
Republic. All the citizens are responsible for the reality 
of this protection. 

The military commission recently Ol"oanised, will 
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deliver speedy judgment, according to the necessities of 
the exceptional state of affairs and the public safety, 
upon all acts of sedition, reaction, anarchy, or violation 
of the laWs. 

The national guard, which has shown its~lf ready to 
fight for the Republic, will also be ready to keep our 
honour pure from all reproach in the face of Europe. 
The national guard is specially charged with the preser
vation of order, and with the execution of the above
mentioned regulations. 

4/4 M07 1149 
XIII. 

Whereas Rome and the French people are not and 
cannot be at war with each other; 

Whereas Rome, in virtue of her right and her duty, 
defends her inviolability, but deplores every attack 
directed against the two Republics as a crime against 
their common faith; Whereas, the Roman People does 
not regard soldiers who fought from obedience, respon
sible (or the actions of a mistaken government; 

The Triumvirate decrees :-
Article I. The French prisoners taken on the 30th 

of April are free, and shall be sent back to the French 
camp. . 

Article •. The Roman people will, at noon, bid a 
fraternal adieu to the brave soldiers of the French 
Republic, our sister. 

7/4 May 1149-
XIV. 

Soldiers of the Frehch Republic. 
\' ou are for the second time led as enemies beneath 

the \\alls of Rome, of the republican city that was at 
once the cradle of liberty and of military valour. 

Your leaders are urging you to fratricide. 
And that fratricide, were it possible to effect it, would 

be a mortal blow to the liberties of France. The peoples 
are securities for one another. The destruction of our 
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Republic would leave an ineffaceable stain upon your 
banner, would deprive France of an ally in Europe, 
would be a new step taken .upon the path of monarchical 
restoration, towards which your great and beautiful 
country is being led by a government either deceiving or 
deceived. 

Rome, therefore, will fight as she has fought ,She 
knows how to fight for your liberty and for her own. 

Soldiers of the French Republic, while you are 
advancing against our tri-coloured flag, the Russians, the 
men of 1815, are advancing against Hungary and looking 
towards France. 

A few miles distant from you, a body of Neapolitan 
troops" defeated by us a few days since, yet bears ,aloft 
the flag of despotism and intolerance. A few leagues'to 
our left, Leghorn, another repUblican city, is, at this 
present writing, engaged in resisting an Austrian invasion. 
Your post is there. 

Tell your leaders to f~l what they said to you. 
Remind them that they promised in Marseilles and 
Toulon to lead you against the Croats. Remind them 
that French soldiers bear the honour and liberties of 
France upon the point of their bayonets. 

French soldiers! soldiers of liberty! Do not attack 
men who are your brothers. May the two tri-colour 
banners entertwined advance to the emancipation of the 
peoples and the destruction of tyranny! God, France, 
and Italy will bless your arms. 

Long live the French Republic! long live the 
Roman Republic! 

Jo/! May J849. 
XV. 

LETTER TO M. LESSEPS.· 

Plmipoimliary of llu Frmc! Republic. 

Sir,-You have asked us for some notes as to the 
11- The negotiations of M. Lesseps, the French Envoy, with the 

Assembly and Government of the Republic, formed as we all know, 
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present condition of the Roman Republic. You shall 
have them from me, dictated with the sincerity which 
has been my inviolable rule during twenty years of 
political life. We have no reason to hide or to mask 
anything. We have been lately the object of strange 
calumnies in Europe i but our answer to those who 
have listened to these ca1umnies has always been, come 
ant/lee. YOIl, sir, are now amongst us i you are sent to 
verify the truth of these accus:J.tions- do so. Your 
mission may be fulfilled with perfect freedom. We, all 
of u~, heard of that mission with pleasure, because it 
can only result in our justification. 

France undoubtedly does not intend to dispute our 
right to govern ourselves as we choose; the right of 
drawing from the heart of the country, so to speak, the 
ruling idea of that country's life, and making of it the 
foundation of our institutions. France cannot intend 
other than to say to us: "While I recognise your 
independence, it is my duty to ascertain that it is the 

a very important element in the history of the invasion. Of a more 
candid and honourIlble disposition than the General with whom he 
came to co·operate; M. Lesseps had no sooner arrived in Rome, 
on the 15th of May, and examined matters for himselt~ than he 
became convinced that the French Government bad proceeded on a 
complete mistake if they had imagined that the people of Rome 
were willing to accept a French settlement of their national crisis. 
A fler his first glance at the state of affairs, he wrote to General 
Oudinot as follows :-

II In the critical situation we are i8, it nppears to me extremely 
important to avoid every species of engagement I see a whole 
town in arms. • • • • I find here, at th~ first glance, the 
aspet.t of a population determined to resist; and rejecting all u· 
aggerated estimates, one may reckon on at least about 25,000 
serious combatants. If we enter by sheer force into Rome, we 
shall pass, not only over the bodies of some foreign adventurers, 
11141 "" ,"all Imzw ... Vu prJm1n1l "'m of IN ",iddk C/a.sl, ,!top
'-P', 0l1li J't'U"1 - of fomil~ IluJse clana, i" ,!tori, tIuJI 
tkJmd tJrrI6 ollllMlridy i" Faru." • 

II Ma Mission a Rome" Memoire presente au Conseil d'Etat, 
page 23. PM Ferdinand Lesseps." 

(Tract No. II publiahed by the Society of the Friends of Italy.) 
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result of the free and spontaneous vote of the majority. 
Bound as I am to the other Governments of Europe and 
desirous of peace,-should I find it true that a minority 
among you are holding in check the wishes of the 
Nation-if it should prove true that your actual form of 
Government is the mere caprice of a faction substituted 
for the common will, I could not see with indifference 
the peace of Europe continually endangered by the 
passions and anarchy inseparable from every Govern
ment of Faction." 

We concede this right to France, because we believe 
in the solidarity of nations in the cause of good. But 
at the same time we affirm that if ever there existed a 
Government sprung fr~m the will of the majority, ours is 
that Government. 

The Republic was implanted amongst us by the will 
of an Assembly sprung from universal suffrage i it has 
been received with enthusiasm, and has encountered no 
opposition. And observe, Monsieur, that never would 
opposition have been easier, never less dangerous-I 
will even say never so provoked,-not indeed by the 
acts of the Government-but by the peculiarly unfavour
able circumstances in which it was placed at its com-· 
mencement. 

The country emerged from the long anarchy inherent 
in the inmost organisation of the fallen Government. 
The agitations inseparable from every great change, 
fomented by the emer"encies of the Italian question, 
and by the efforts of the retrograde party, had thrown it 
into a state of feverish agitation, \\~hich laid it open to 
any daring enterprise, to any appeal to interests and 
passions. We had no army-no repressive force i and 
in consequence of past abuses, our finances were im
poverished--exhausted. The religious question, handled 
by able and interested men, might have served as a 
pretext tor agitation among a population gifted with 
ma;;nif\cent instincts and aspirauons, but unenlightened. 
Nevertheless, as soon as the republican principle was 
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I'rochimed, one first incontesbble /.uI became e,ident. 
ORl>EL , 

The history of the Papal Gcwemment offers constant 
periodical illfada .. the story of the Republic not a single 
one. The assassination of Rossi,· a fact deploD.ble but 
isoUted-an indhidual excess. rejected, condemned by 
all, provoked, perhaps, by his OW'D imprudent conduct. 
and tlle author,.hip of .'hiell remains unknown. was 
fullowed by orJer the most complete. 

In the meantime the financi.uy aisis increased. By 
the most culpable intrisues, the aedit of the paper of the 
RepuWic Iwi been lowered to such an e>aent that it 
could only be discounted at 41 or 41 per cent. The 
bearing of the other governments of Ib.ly and oC Europe 
became more and more hostile to,,-a.rds us. These 
material difficulties and our political isolation failed to 
di"turb the tranquillity of our people. They Iwl an 
unshaken faith in the future results oC the new principle. 

Now, in the midst of the act\W crisis, in the f.tce of 
French, Austrian, and Neapolitan in\'"asion, our aedit is 
improving; our paper is only at 11-/. discount. our 
anny is daily augmented, and our populations. are 
tn.1king ready to act as our reserve. 

You see Rome, Sir, and YOIl know of the heroic 
suuQ;le sustained by Bologna. I am writing ~one, in 
the midst of the most profound tranquillity, The garrison 
quitted the toW'D yesterday evening, and, before the 
arri\-al of new troops, at midni£ht, our ptes, our walls, 
our barriaades, were., by a simple "'orJ passed from 
mouth to mouth, maimed, without noise,·,,'ithout boa..c:ting, 
by the people in;.nus. Deep in the very heart oC tllis 

• The assassinatioll 0( Jtossi took pIaoe oa the! 15th of No
WlDI_, ill the last da,... of Papal domiDioa, IDOI'f! than three_hs 
~ the b1natioa of the kq>llblic. It was ClOalDlitted amid the 
acclamatioos tbat hailed the! M:unwu )f'mistry. and follo'tred by the! 
C&biad of.-tuda 1M: was prui<kftt.. It.hould _ ill justice be 
~"Ol1Ca thal the lIliDiouy rq>u~ all lDowl«lce d; or ClOD· 
DI!CtioIl witJa thal lid.. M auioi was at thal time ill SwiuaJand, 
ud chd _ ani" ill ~ until four mootba lata'.-(li~.j 

"01.. V. C C 
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people there is a clear detenninate resolve-the abolition 
of the temporal power invested in the Pope ;-a hatred of 
the Government of the Priests, in whatsoever mitigated or 
altered fonn it may be presented. Hatred, I say, not of 
the men, but of the Government 

Towards individuals, our people have always, thank 
God, shown themselves generous, since the establishment 
of the Republic; but the mere idea of the clerical 
government, of the king-priest, makes them l:hrill with 
indignation. They will struggle with energy against 
every project of restoration. They will rush into schism to 

sooner than submit 
Partly in consequence of certain obscure threats, but 

more from the absence of all the habits of political life, 
a certain number of electors had abstained from votin~ 
at the time of the election of the Assembly. ~ 

This fact appeared to weaken the expression of the 
general will. A second fact, decislve and vital, put an 
end to all possibility of doubt a short time since. 

Shortly before the cqnstitution of the Triumvirate, • 
the re-election of the Municipalities occurred. The 
universality· of electors presented themselves to vote. 

*' The effect produced by these words upon M. Lesseps may 
be inferred from the following extract :-

" A fin;t message sent to the Roman Assembly had for its object 
to direct its attention to manreuvres, which I believe to be contrary 
to the influence of France, as welJ as to the interests of Italy. 
These manreuvres concerned the great question of a religious schism, 
or a new Protestantism. The folJowing note, which I transcribe 
from my memorandum-book, indicates the motives of my procedure . 
• I suspect Mazzini~a remarkable an<\, very influential man-of 
wishing to favour a religious schism: his writings ought to make 
one fear it. He has frequent conferences with English traveIJers ; 
he sees Protestant Missionaries of all nations. To seek to remove 
him from these. influences, and to persuade him that France, which 
he distrusts, ought to be the sole hope of Italian liberty; to turn 
him from. ;his ideas of schism, and, if need be, to denounce those 
tendencies to the patriots of the Assembly, making them regard 
then! as treasou to the cause of Italian liberty, which cannot exist 
apart from Catholicism.' .. 

.. Ma Mission a Rome," p. 3B.-Translator's Note. 
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The municipal element always and everywhere represents 
the conservative element of a State. Some feared that 
through it & spirit of retrogression, might be introduced 
amongst us. 

Wel~ amid the roar of the tempest around us,-after 
the intervention had taken place,-while all appearances 
appeared to limit the existence of the Republic to days 
alone,-the . municipalities sent in the most complete 
and spontaneous adhesion to the form of government 
chosen. To the addresses sent up from the various 
clubs, and from the headquarters of the National Guard, 
were added, in the early .part of the present month, 
those of all the municipalities with the exception of two 
or three. I have the honour, Sir, to forward you the 
list. They explicitly declare their devotion to the 
Republic, and their conviction that the two powers· are 
incompatible in one individual 'This is, allow me te) 
repeat it, a decisive fact; a secon!i legal proof confirming 
the first, and forming the ind.estructible basis of our right. 

When the two questions-the Republic and the 
abolition of the Temporal Power-were put to the 
Assembly, a few of the members, more timid than their 
colleagues, thought that the inauguration of the Republic 
in the face of the actual organisation of Europe, was 
premature and rash; but there was not a single vote 
against the dethronement of the King-Priest; both the 
right and the left were united in that idea. 

Could a free gQvernment dare to propose to such a 
people a return to the past, without being guilty of crime 
;md inconsistency' • That return-reflect on this Sir
would be equivalent to a renewal of the (ormer disorders, 
to the formation of s«rd socidies for purposes of resist
ence, to anarchy in the heart of Italy, to a spirit of 
vengeance awakened in a people which now asks only 
to forget. That return would light a flame of permanent 
warfare in Europe; it would be the programme of the 
extreme parties substituted for the organized Republic 

• The Tempor.i1 and Spiritual Powers. 
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we represent. Can France desire this' Can her 
Government desire itt Can the nephew of Napoleon t 
Their persistence in hostile designs in the face of the 
Neapolitan and Austrian invasion, would recall· the 
dismemberment of Poland. And remember, moreover, 

. Sir, that such designs could only be realised by planting 
the banner which the people have overthrown upon a 
heap of corpses, upon the ruins of our city. 

you will shortly receive anotller letter from me upon 
this subject. 

16/04 May 1849. 

XVI. 

(Letter accompanying the rejection of the three 
following propositions of Lesseps : 

·1. Tilt Rt)lIIa" Statts 'tlJl«sltnt j'raltrlla/ /,ottrlio" 0/ 
tht Frt1lcll Rt/'IIM(.. . 

2. Tht ROlllan po/ulations IIal't tht right of frtdy 
dt,;Uiftg tl}lJn Ihti, ftlT1ll of QM'tnllll(f1/ .. 

3. ROfflt 'wI'll rtrtil'~ Iht Frt1lUl army as a" a,.",y 0/ 
"rot/ltrS, tiC.) 

Sir,-We have the honour to transmit to you the 
decision of the Assembly with regard to the project 
communicated by you to the commission. The Assembly 
is unable to accept it. Weare desired to express to 
you the regret felt by the Assembly, and tile reasons 
which' have determined its refusal. 

And it is with deep sorrow, natural to men who love 
France and still trust her, that we, Sir, fulfil the duty 
entrusted to us. 

When, after the decree of your Assembly which 
'fYJuirerl lilt GM'tr'I"flntl al Ofltt 10 lakt ",tlrSllr(s lo/I'tT't111 
/At Iid/i,r" (.\1'tllilit)".frPM "(ing dir'trlerl/roM i/s IrofiSS(t/ 
ai"" we heard of your arrival, our hearts bounded with 
joy. We believed in the immediate reconciliation in one 
sole principle-the principle proclaimed by us and by 
yourselves-of two peoples, whose naturally friendly 
dispositions tow:Lfds each .oilier, whose memories, 
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com:nori interest, and political position inclined them to 
affection and esteelIL We thought that, having been 
chosen to ,·erify the state of things, and struck by the 
absolute harmon v that links the various elements of our 
state in one, YOul communications would have destroyed 
the only obstacle to our wishes, and the only doubt able 
to delay France in the fulfilment of the noble idea 
expressed bf the decision of your Assembly. 

Harmony, internal peace, a well-weighed determina
tion, enthusiasm and generosity of conduct, the voluntary 
and formal vote of our municipalities, national guard, 
troops, people, government, and sovereign assembly in 
favour of the existing system of institution,-all these 
things have been made evident to you. You have 
declared this, no doubt, to France; and we had therefore 
goorl right to hope that, speaking in the name of France, 
you would have addressed us in terms very different from 
those contained in your project. 

The Assembly has observed the manner in which the 
words Roma1l R~~/u are studiously avoided in your 
first article; and has iQferred from their suppression an 
unfavourable intention towards it. 

It appeared to the Assembly that, with the exception 
of the greater importance given to it by your name and 
authority, your project contained little more than was 
contained in certain acts of the General, previous to the 
30th April Having irrefutably ascertained the opinion of 
our people, why persist in insulting them by the proposal 
of occupying Rome' Rome has no need of protection: 
there are no combatants within her walls, and. should 
any enemy approach them from without, Rome will 
defend herself with her own forces. Rome is at present 
able to protect herself upon her Tuscan frontier, aDd in 
Bologna. The Assembly has therefore seen in your 
third article a political intention, which it cannot think 
of accepting; less than ever since the decree of the 
French Assembly, showing it to be decidedly adverse to 
an occupation which circumstances neither provoke nor 
require. . 



390 Life & WriHngs of Mazzini: 

We cannot conceal from you, Sir, that the disastrous 
coincidence of the information received relating to the 
circle of our defence, has contributed to the decision of 
the Assembly. A nucleus of the French army has thi~ 
very day passed the Tiber in violation of the spirit of the 
truce, and thus narrowed the circle of military operations 
'around the capital Nor is this, Sir, an isolated act. 
The popular distrust already excited by the idea of seeing 
the city occupied by foreigners, is so much increased as 
to render very difficult, if not impossible, any compromise 
in a matter which the Assembly, on its part, regards as 
vital to our dignity and independence. 

For this and other reasons, the project has unwillingly 
been judged inadmissible by the Assembly. We shall 
have the honour of transmitting to' you, Sir, to-morrow, 
in fulfilment of its instructions, a proposition, inferior, 
certainly, to our just hopes, but which would at least have 
the advantage of removing all danger of collision between 
two Republics founded upon identical rights and similar 
aspirations.-Receive, Sir, &c. 

'19/4 May 1849. 

XVII. 

Romans ! -Yesterday some among you, moved by 
rumours of new dangers, have, in a moment of unreflect
ing zeal, seized upon some of the confessionals belonging 
to the churches, for the purpose of using them as 
barricades. 

The act would be serious and deserving of punish
ment, were we not to take in consideration your intentions. 

You intended by that demonstration once more to 
prove that all things are p<?ssible in Rome except the 
re-establishment of the priestly government You desired 
10 give expression to the idea that there is not, there 
cannot be any true religion in a country which is not 
free; and that the cause of our free and immortal souls 
is centred in the citizens' barricades. 

But the enemies of our holy republic, in every part of 
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Eu:-ope, are on the watch to give evil interpretation to 
your actions, and to accuse the people of irreverence and 
irreligion. He who should furnish any ground for.such 
accusations would be a traitor to his country. Romans! 
Your city is great and inviolable among all the cities of 
Europe, because it was the cradle and guardian of religion. 
God protects and will protect the Republic, because its 
liacred name is never divided from that of the people; and 
because we are fighting for His law of liberty and love, 
while elsewhere men fight for interest and ambition, which 
profane and destroy every religion. In those churches, 
sanctuaries of the religion of our fathers, prayers will be 
raised while we are fighting, to the God of the redeemed. 

From those confessionals, whence too often have 
issued words of corruption and slavery, in violation of 
the teachings of .christ-will also go forth-forget it not 
-words of consohtion to the aged mothers of those who 
are fighting for the Republic. 

Brothers in the blessed cause of God and the People 
-Your Triumvirs ask from you a proof of trust, in answer 
to the accusations to which an imprudent act has given 
rise. Do you yourselves carry back to the churches the 
confessionals which yesterday you remov~d from them.· 
The citizens' barricades will be defended by their breasts. 

2014 Ma7 1849-

XVIII. 
Peoples of the Republic!-The Austrian is advancing. 

Bologna has fallen--fallen after eight davsof sublime valour 
and sacrifice; she fell as others triumph. Let her last cry 
be the cry of war and vengeance for us all; let every Italian 
heart take it up as a sacred legacy. Citizens! Rome asks 
from you a supreme effort: she asks it with the certainty 
that it will be made; for the blood shed by her sons on 
the 30th has authorised her to make the clailn. 

By sending in your adhesion to our programme when 

• The confessionals were immediateiy taken back to the churches 
by tbe people.-Translat .... ·1 NIJie. 
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the danger had· already begun. you have borne solemn 
testimony before Italy and Europe to your community of 
faith with us. We now ask of you another proof-that 
of action. Be every man ready to seal his testimony with 
his blood. Let every city, every village, every 
homestead arise to avenge Bologna.. Let every steeple 
. sound a knell: the doom decreed by the people to their 
foreign invaders. From gorge to gorge upon your moun
tains, kindle as symbol of fraternal anger the fires that 
in 1847 were the signal of revolution. Let the red flag 
float from every steeple and tower on every side. Let 
the rage of battle thrill from land to land, from homestead 
to homestead. Let the enemy,.let Italy, let Europe know 
that here, in the heart of the Peninsula, are three millions 
of men bound together by a solemn oath to resist; irrevo
cably resolved to fight to tlle last; to bury themselves 
beneath the ruins of their country rather than yield. 
And· while heaven stands no human power can forbid our 
victory. Three millions of the people are omnipotent 
when they declare: we w.'ili. Italians, sons of Rome! 
Soldiers of the Republic! this is a solemn hour, 
elaborated by the ages, one. of those historic moments 
which decree the life or death of a people .. 

Great and powerful for ever, or stamped for ever 
with the sign of slavery; recognised by the nations as 
free men and brothers; or condemned to the nullity of 
men governed by the caprice of others; masters of 
yourselves, of your own homes, your own altars and your 
own sepulchres, or chattels, tlle by-word of every tyrant; 
destined to an immortality of glory or of s1lame-the 
choice rests witll yourselves. You will be judged by 
God and man according to your choice. 

Be great-decree your victory. The people gave 
victory to Spain, to Greece, to Switzerland; let the 
people give it to Italy. Let your chief magistrates 
and the extraordinary commissioners organize the in
surrection; let them assemble from province to province, 
carry round and interpret the inspiration of Romt"· 
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let them assume exceptional powers and decree extreme 
remedies in ca~es of extreme peril Let the chief who 
hesitates or capitulates belore giving battle, be declared 
a criminal: the province that allows the enemy to enter 
un resisted, be cancelled from the list of the republican 
territories. I.et him who does. not in some way struggle 
against the enemy, be infamous; let him who, were it 
even for an .instant, takes part with them, be deprived for 
ever either of his country or his life. Let those who 
yield up any material of war to the enemy, be chastised; 
('hastised all who do not endeavour to rob them of food, 
lodging, and rest-chastised all who do not abandon, if 
able, the soil they tread. Let the army bearing a foreign 
fiJg find itself encircled by a circle of fire, or a 
desert. Let the Republic, hitherto gentle and generous, 
arise tremendous and terrible in anger. Rome will 
stand firm. 

21s1 Mo)' 1849. 

XIX. 

To M. LESSEPS. 

Sir,-I had the honour to transmit to you in my 
note of the J 6th, some detaib as to the unanimity which 
marked the inauguration of the Republic. It is now 
necessary to speak to you of the actual question as it 
exists d~ /a(lo if not d~ jure, between the French Govern
ment and our own. 

You will, we hope, allow us to speak with the frank
ness required equally by the- urgency of the case, and 
those international sympathies which should animate 
the relations between France and Italy. Our only 
diplomacy consists of truth; and the character given to 
your mission, is, Sir, a pledge that what we have to say 
will be received in the best possible spirit. Allow me 
to go back for a moment to the origin of the present 
state of things. 

A~er certain conferences and arrangements, which 
took place some time back between the Europea' 
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Catholic Powers, without the Roman Government being 
. called upon to take any part therein, it was decided :-

1St, That a political modification in the government 
and institutions of the Roman State had become neces
sary; 2d, That the basis of this modification should be 
the return of Pius IX., not only lI.s Pope-to this we 

. offer no opposition-but as temporal sovereign and 
prince; 3d, That if in order to achieve this aim an inter
vention were necessary, that intervention should take 
place. . 

.We are happy to admit that while the sole aim of 
some of the parties to this agreement was a dream of 
the re-edifitation and absolute return to the treaties of 
ISIS, the French Go~ernment was only drawn into the 
agreement in consequence -of erroneous information, 
depicting the Roman States as a prey to anarchy and to 
a state of terror exercised by an audacious minority_ 

We know, moreover, that in the proposed modifica
tion, the French Government intended to represent a 
more or less liberal influence, opposed to the despotic 
programme of. Naples and Austria. Nevertheless, 
whether in a tyranniCal or constitution3J. form, with or 
without the. guarantees of a certain amount of liberty to 
the Roman population,-the predominating idea of all 
the contracting parties was a return towards the past; a 
compromise. between Pius IX., considered as Temporal 
Sovereign, and the Roman people. The French invasion 
was-it would be useless to conceal the fact-planned 
and executed with this idea. Its double purpose was, 
on the one hand; to cast the sword. of France into the . 
balance of the agreement to be initiated in Rome; and 
on the other hand to ensure the Roman people against 
all retrograde excesses; but always regarding the re
constitution of a Constitutional Monarchy in favour of 
the Poper as· a fundamental point. This purpose is 
clearly proved, not only by the exact details 'we have 
had of. the anterior negotiations, but also by the pro
clamations of General Oudinot, the formal declarations 
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of aU the Envoys sent one after the other to the Trium
virate, and the obstinate silence maintained whenever 
we have attempted to treat the political question, and to 
obtain a formal declaration of the fact certified in our 
note of the 16th-namely, thai tlu inslitutions by whkh 
Ilu Boman ltolle art actually gwernd, are lhe free and 
.tpontantolU e.rprlSsion of the imliolable fl,i/l of lhe leople 
I~ally illtnrrgaled. And the vote of the French As
sembly implicitly confirms the fact we assert 

In the face of such a state of things, in the face of 
the menace of a compromise which could not be accepted, 
and of negotiations which are in no way warranted by 
the condition of our populations, our course could not 
be doubtful Resistance was a duty alike towards our 
country, towards France, and towards Europe. 

We were bound, in order to fulfil a mandate loyally 
bestowed and loyally accepted, to maintain to the 
utmost of our power the inviolability of our country, of 
its territory, and of the institutions unanimously pro
claimed by all the powers and elements of the State. 

We were bound to gain sufficient time to enable us 
to appeal from France deceived, to France better in
formed, and to spare the sister Republic the remorse 
of itaving, by yielding to foreign influence, rendered 
herself an accomplice in an act of violence and oppression 
which has no parallel save the first dismemberment of 
Poland. 

And we owed it to Europe to bear our testimony as 
f.uo as in us lay, in favour of the fundamental principle 
of all international life,- the independence. of each 
people in a.ll that regards its internal administration. 
Hy resisting with enthusia.c;m the attempts of the Neapo
litan Monarchy and our eternal enemy Austria,-by 
resisting, with deep sorrow, the arms of France, we are 
proud to declare that we have deserved well not only of 
yourselves, but of the peoples of Europe. 

You are aware, Sir, of the events that followed aftd 
the French intervention. Our territory was invaded by 
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the troops of the King of Naples, and 4000 Spaniards 
set sail (probably on the 17th) to attack our coast&. 
The Austrians, having overcome the heroic resistance of 
BoloJIla, are advancing upon the Roma.,«na, and threaten 
Ancona. We have repulsed from our territory the forces 
of the King of Naples. We shall do the sanle-such is 
our conviction-with the Austrian forces, if the attitude 
of the French troops do not prevent us from acting. 

We speak in sorrow. But it is necessary that France 
should at last know the true results of the expedition to 
Civita Vecchia, which was undertaken, if we are to 
believe the assertions made to us, with a view of pro
tecting us. 

We declare, Sir, tl!at of all the interventions under
taken to our injury, the intervention of France has been 
the most fatal to us. We are willing to fi!!ht the troops 
of the King of Naples and the Austrians; we are 
unwilling to fight the French. As regards. them we are 
not in a state of le'ar, but merely of tlif(11C~. Such will 
continue to be our attitude whenever we find ourselves 
confronted with France. But that attitude-it is useless 
to deny it-has for us all the evils of war, without any 
of ito; possible adv~ntages. 

The French expedition rendered indispensable that 
concentration of our forces which laid open our frontier 
to the Austrian invasion, and left Bologna and the cities 
of Roma.,ana disarmed. The Austrians took ad,·antage of 
this. After a struggle heroically sustained for eight days 
by the popUlation, Bologna was compelled to succumb. 

We purchased arms for our defence in France; 
10,000 of these muskets were sequestrated between 
Civita Vecchia and Marseilles; they are in your hands. 
By depriving us of these arms, you have deprived us of 
10,000 soldiers, because every armed man would have 
become a soldier a,,"llinst the Austrians. 

Your forces are posted within gunshot distance 
beneath our waIls, in order of siege. They obstinately 
m.li.ntain that threatening position without any declared 
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aim or programme; obliging us to maintain the city in 
a state of defence. which is financially very heavy upon 
us, and taking away all possibility of sending our troops 
to preserve our provinces from the occupation and de
vastation of Austria. . 

Were our people less good and devoted, the excited 
Mate of men's minds might lead to uta! consequences. 
If the attitqde of your troops has not given rise to 
anarchy or reaction, it is simply because neither is 
IlO~ible in Rome; but it does produce great irritation 
against France; and that is a great misfortune for us, 
who have hitherto regarded her with afi'l!Ction and hope. 

We are besiehe(\, Sir, besieged by France under 
cover of a mission of protection, while at a few leagues' 
distance the King of Naples is carrying off' our hostages, 
and the Austrians are massacring our brothers. 

You, Sir, have made ProllO~itions. Those propositions 
were declared inadmissible by the Assembly, and it 
.·ould be useless (or us to discuss them. To day you 
have added another to them. France. you say, .,iIl 
I'r"/A1 tlJil1 insl ftJrt'li:" ;m'asitl" «Ii IllQS~ /'tJrlitlns ".f '''~ 
G /J1II1111 I~ni"'ry «(lipid hy Mr IrtJ(lps, This fourth 
I'rollOsition in no "'ay change~ our position. The portion 
"f territory you occupy is already protected, by that fact, 
against' every other invasion, but if viewed with regard 
to the present, that portion is of the very smallest 
imJlOrtance; and if vie"'ed with regard to the (uture, 
have we no other means of protecting our soil save that 
of abandoning the "'hole of it to you I 

nut this is not the true point of the quest:on: the 
.·hole question lies in the occupation of Rome. And 
this is the condition placed by you at the head of aU 
your propositions. Now we hue the honour to tell you, 
~ir, that that 'condition is impossible; our people would 
never consent to iL If the aim of the occupation of 
Rome be no other than that of protecting her, our 
people .'ill be grateful to you, but will tea you that 
being able to protect Rome themselves, they would 
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regard themselves as dishonoured in y~ur eyes if they 
were to declare themselves so impotent as to render the 
aid of a few French regiments necessary for the defence 
of their city. If the occupation of Rome has-which 
God forbid-a political aim, the people, wliQ have freely 
chosen their institutions, cannot submit to ac~ept it. 
. Rome is their capital, their palladium, their sacred city. 
They know that the occupation would not only entail a 
principle violated, and honour betrayed, but produce a 
civil war. And all insistence on your part augments 
their suspicion; they foresee that if foreign troops were 
admitted, the inevitable result would be a change both 
of institutions and of men, fatal to their liberties. 

The people have ,the example of Civila Vecchia 
before their eyes, and they know that if once surrounded 
by foreign· bayonets, the independence of the Assembly 
and the Government would be an empty name. 

Upon that point, Sir, you may believe me, their 
determination is irrevocable. They will never succumb 
until they have covered their barricades with corpses. 
Will, can, the French soldiers massacre a people of 
brothers whom they declare themselves come to protect, 
because they refuse to yield up their capital to their 
arms 1 

France has only three courses before her in the 
Roman States. 

To declare herself with us, against us, or neutral. 
To declare herself with us signifies that she must 
formally recognise our republic, and combat side by side 
with our troops agaiqst Austria. 

To declare herself against us signifies to crush for no 
reason the national life of a friendly nation, and to fight 
side by side with Austria. 

France cannot do this, and she will not risk involving 
herself in an European war in order to defend us as an 
ally. Let her then remain neutral in the struggle we 
have to sustain. A short time back we hoped otht:r 
thin3s of her; now, this is all we ask of her. 
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The occupation of Civita Vecchia is an accomplished 
fact France believes that in the actual state of things, 
it does not become her to remain at a distance from the 
field of battle; and she thinks that, whether as conquerors 
or conquered, we may have need of her protection and 
moderating influence. We do not believe this; but we 
lihall not re-act against her for this; let her then keep 
Civita Veccbia j let her extend, if the number of her 
troops renders it necessary, her cantonments in that 
salubrious territory lying between Civita Vecchia and 
Viterbo,-and let her await, unmoved, the final issue of 
our war. \\' e offer her all the facilities possible. and 
every possible proof of loyal friendship. Her officers 
\\;ll be permitted to enter Rome as visitors; her soldiers 
shall receive, if need be, both assistance and comfort 
from us j but let her neutrality be sincere and without 
disguise. frankly and explicitly declared. Let her leave 
us fr~e to dispose of our forces without fear of her. Let 
her give us back the arms we purchased. Let not her 
ships. close our ports to those Italians who may come 

• from other parts of Italy to share our dangers. Let her 
remove all her troops from beneath our walls, and thus 
cease all appearance of hostility between two peoples 
destined, we cannot doubt it, in future years to be united 
in the same international faith, as they are even now 
united in the adoption of the same fonn of Government. 
-Accept, Sir, etc. 

ISlA Nay 1849-

xx. 
Whereas it is the duty of Rome, both from her past 

traditions and her future mission, to extend as far as 
possible her own life and liberty to all those who suffer, 
combat, and hope in the cause of the nations and of 
humanity; • 

Whereas through her sufferings, her energy in sacrifice, 
and her immortal hopes, Poland is sister to Italy and 
sacred among the nations; 
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Whereas the Polish exiles are the representatives of 
the Poland of the future j 

The Triumvirate decrees :-
I. A Polish legion is formed upon the Roman 

territory, which will combat beneath the Roman standard 
for Italian independence. 

. 2. The legion will adopt their own national flag, with 
the Italian tricolor scarf. The word of command will 
be in Polish, the uniform, etc.. . • • . : 

3. The legion will consist of two thousand men and 
upwards. 

The Government of the Republic will, if necessary, 
provide means of transport for the recruits. Slavonians 
joining the Republican _army will be incorporated in this 
legion. 

4. The legion will elect its own officers. The 
military chief will present the .list of names to the Govern
ment, who will then make choice. The Commander 
must tle a Pole, elected by universal suffrage among the 
troops. 

S. The pay of the legion will be the same as that of 
the Roman army. Those wounded or mutilated in . 
defending the Republic will have the same rights as the 
wounded or mutilated citizens of the State. 

6. The legion will be bound to one year's service, 
with power to prolong their obligations to military 
service from year to year for six years • 

. Should the Polish war of independence recommence, 
so that the legion should be able to consecrate their 
services to their own country, they will be free to do so. 
and to quit the territory of the Repuhlic, first giving the 
Government notice of their intention. 

291.4 May 18490 

XXI. 

[Answer to the Declaration of Lesseps of May 29 • 
. reproducing, with slight alterations, the same propoSltions 

alluJed to in document No. xvL] 



Sir.-We hzve rereh-ed the rlt'(,-lantion sent by yoa 
on the '9lh May. As the Assembly, to .·hom a copy 
of that declaration lI'U transmitted., has reconfirmed the 
authority alruJy gh'cn \IS to ncgotiate, the duty of 
ans.-mng yoa ,lc\'o!\'cs upon us, and lI'e lasten to fulfil 
it. If lI'e ha,'e delayed answering your note of the 16th. 
be good enough to remember that it neither contained 
any proposition nuJe in the rwne of France, nor dis
cussed those snlt by ourseh-es.. 

We hne ca.refuJly examined your propositions, and 
the follo.ing are the modifications we propose. They 
are rather modifications in form than in substance :-

We might develop at length the causes of the changes 
lI'e propose-changes required, we beg }"ou to belie\'e, 
not only by the instructions .-e have recei\'ed from the 
Assembly, but also by the eKplicit vote of our people, 
against .·hose lIill any con\"Cntion lI'ould be impossible; 
but time presses, and ft cannot therefore enter into 
details. We prefer to trust to your own good faith and to 
the !avour.nth .'hich you hue aJrudy sho.-n us that 
yoa rel!llTd our cause and our acts, to supply this omission. 
Ours, Sir. is not, it cannot be, 41j/,)"'tUJ'" it is a frank 
and cordial appeal from a people to a people, made 
.-ithout menace, and lIithout hidden design. France 
a!)()\'C all other nations, is capable of hearing and under
standing that appeal. 

It lI'ould be inconcel\"3.ble that the abnormal state 
of things now existing between the French Republic 
and ourseh-cs s'lOuld continue; ~cially after the 
recent declarations of your .-\s"cmLly, and recent mani
f\."Stations of your people .,\h regard to us. And the 
proposal tending to pat a stop to that state of things, is 
sent to you, Sir, .-ith all the earnestness of con\'iction 
and of purpose of .. -hich "'e are capable. Acttpt it as 
sacred, for it is the summing up of the unalterable faith 
and 1I'3.rDlest wishes of a people, small in numbers, but 
bra\'C and Joyal; who remember .'ho their fathers were, 
and the deeds &he)' did on earth, and 1I-ho, in combating 

\'01.. v. D D 
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now for the sacred cause of liberty and independence, 
are irrevocably resolved to be worthy of them. This 
people, Sir, has a right to be understood by France, and 
to find in her a support, and not a hostile power. They 
have a. right to receive from her, not protedifJn, but 
fraternity. Any demand for protection uttered by this 
people would be interpreted by Europe as a cry of 
despair, as a declaration of impotence, rendering them 
unworthy of that friendship from France upon which 
they had relied until recent events. No cry of despair 
will ever issue from their lips. There is no impotence 
for a people that knows how to die j and it would iII 
become a great and generous nation to misconceive the 
noble motives of the people of Rome. 

lt is necessary, Sir, that this state of things should 
cease. At present, fraternity between us is an emptY' 
word, . void of all practical meaning. Let it become a 
reality. Allow our couriers, our arms, and our troops, to 
pass as freely over our territory as is necessary for our 
defence. Let not the Romans be compelled, as now, to 
regard with suspicion men whom they have been 
accustomed to consider as friends. Leave the p:lth 
open for us to use all our means of defence against the 
Austrians, who are bombarding our cities. Let there be 
no longer any doubt as to .the righteous and loyal 
intentions of France. Let it no longer be possible for 
Europe to declare that France takes from us the means 
of defending ourselves, in order hereafter to impose upon 
us a protection through which our territory would be pre
served from violation by others, through the loss of the 
things we hold most dear-our liberty and our honour. 

Do this, Sir. The difficulties which now divide us 
will disappear j the affection, now lost, will revive; and 
France will again acquire that right to offer us counsel, 
9f which her present hostile attitude deprives her;. 

The cantonments which we think most suitable,extend 
along the line from Frascati to Velletri.-Accept, Sir, etc. 

30tn Afay 1849. 
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The following are our proposals :--
1St, The Romans, confiding now as formerly in the 

liaternal support of· the French Republic, require the 
cessation of all real or apparent hostility, and the 
establishment of such relations as shall evidence that 
fraternal support 

ad,. The 5th Article of the French Constitution is 
for Roman.s a guarantee of the free exercise of their 
political rights. • 

3d, The French army shall be regarded by the 
Romans as a friendly army, and received as such 
according to an agreement to be made with the Govern
ment of the Roman Republic j they will be stationed in 
suitable cantonments, adapted alike to the necessities 
of the defence of the country, and the health of the 
~oops. The French army will remain extraneous to 
the administration of the country. Rome is sacred 
alike to friends and foes. The city will form no part 
of the cantonments of the French troops. Her brave 
people are her best defence. 

4th, .The French Republic will defend the territory 
occupied by its troops against all foreign invasion. 

XXII. 
[The above proposals having been, with some slight 

modification in form, accepted.by the French Plenipoten
tiary, M. Lesseps-General Oudinot-alleging that he 
had secret instructions--refused to ratify the agreement, 
broke the truce, and signified his intention to besiege 
the ~ity j promising, however, that he would not begin 
the attack before Monday. He then began the attack 
Oil 'he nighl lldu'mI Saturday and Sunday.] 

Romans.-To the crime of assailing a friendly Re
public with Republican troops, General Oudinot has 
added the infamy of treachery. He has violated his 
written promise, now in our hands, lhal he would not 
iQfI'-1IflIIa IIu attack IIifore Monday. 
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Romans, arise! To the walls, to the gates, to the 
barricades! Let us show the enemy that not even 

. treachery can· vanquish Rome. 
Let the whole city rise up with LIe energy of one 

sole idea. Let every man fight, and every man have 
faith in victory. Remember your fathers and be great. 
. Let right. triumph, and eternal infamy weigft upon 

the ally of Austria! Long live the Republic! 
347une 1849. • . 

XXIII. 
Romans.-You have sustained the honour of Rome, the 
honour of Italy. For more than fourteen hours you have 
fought like veteran troops. Suddenly surprised by 
treachery, by the violation of a promise formally signed, 
you have contested the ground inch by inch, regained 
positions for an instant lost, repulsed the bravest troops 
in Europe, and met death with a smile. May God 
bless you, guardians of the honour of your forefa~ers, as 
we, proud of having rightly judged the elements of great
ness within you, bless you in the name of Italy. 

Romans! this day is a day of heroes, a 'page of 
history. 

Yesterday we said to you, be great; to-day NVe say 
to you, you are great. Continue such. Be constant. 

Of the Roman people one may ask miracles. And 
we say with perfect trust in the people, in the National 
Guard, and in the youth of every class, that Rome is in
violable. Watch over her walls this night; within those 
walls is the future of the nation. Watch while they who 
for fourteen hours have fought, repose. To the gates! 
to the barricades! The angel of your land watches with 
you; and the angel of your land is the angel of the 
Italian nation. Long live the Republic! 

34 June 1849. 
XXIV. 

Roman daughters of the people,-Your husbands, 
brothers, and sons, are fighting your country's enemies 
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upon the \r.\1I~; you have a right to the 10\"e and pm
tection of your counuy. The enemy lrho retreated 
yesterday lef<)re our men, now thruten your dwellings 
\\ith their bombs. You are Romans; you cannot 
tremble at their impotent threats. Our troops will hold 
the enemy afar; they ,..il~ if need be, join your dear 
onoes on the barricades; but, Rome owes protection to 
the ~eJ l1)others, and to the children of her defenders. 
The Triumvirate therefore decrees :--

Those families of the people whose houses may be 
endangered hy the bombardment. during the siege of to
morrow-shall to-morrow, or, if need be, before, be 
loo,;ed by the Government in such houses. palaces, or 
con\'ents, as are out of all danger. 

The representath'es of the people in every quarter 
of the ciry shall receive their applications for lodgings, 
verify the neces.-ity, and give tickets of admission to the 
,-anous localities chosen; a list of these will be gi\"en to 
them "ith the requisite instructions by the Minister of 
the Interior. 

The Trium,-irate trusts to the 'Virtue and patriotism 
of the Roman ,,'Omen to keep l'igilant order, and to 
preserve the habitations assigned to them from injury.' 

stA 7-. 1S.9-

XXV. 
(The following lines were our answer to a last sum

mons from -General Oudinot, when the French were 
already in possession of the first bastion on the left of 
the gate or S. Pancruio.] • 

We have the honour to transmit to )'Ou the answer 
of the Assembly to your communication of the 12th. 

We ,,;11 never betray our word. In execution of the 
orden of the Assembly and the Roman people, we hl\"e 
promised to defend the banner of the Republic,the honour 
of the counuy. and the sanctity of the capital of the 
Christian world: we ,,;ill keep our promise.-Receh·c, 
General, etc. 

IJlj J- 1S.9-
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XXVL 

[Answer to a letter addressed by M. de Corcelles, 
envoy extraordinary of the French Republic, to M. de 
Gerando, Chancellor of the French embassy in Rome. 
The letter attempted to excuse the flagrant contradiction 
between the agreement of Lesseps and the assault upon 
Rome by General Oudinot] 

Sir,-The letter written to you by M. de Corcelles, 
dated the 13th, and which you have politely communi
cated to me, does not in any way invalidate, as you must 
admit, the answer given by the Roman Constituent Assem
bly to General Oudinot. The date of this or that French 
dispatch, is of little moment; it is of little moment whe
ther M. Lesseps was or was not recalled at the moment 
he affixed his signature to the convention of the 31st May. 

Everything may be answered' in one word: the 
Assembly had never had any oJIicial ((}mmunicatiotl 0/ those 
dispatches, and was in igfUJrance 0/ them. 

The diplomatic question then, as far as we are con
cerned, may be stated in these terms:-

- M. Lesseps was the French plenipotentiary in Rome. 
He was such to us on the 31st May, as mllch as he was 
before. -No information or warning had been conveyed 
to us of any modification or suppression of his powers. 
We therefore treated with him in perfect gOQd faith, as if 
treating with France; and to tllis good faith we owed the 
otcupationof Monte Mario by the French troops on the 
night of the. 28-29th May. Engaged in a perfectly 
pacific discussion with M. Lesseps; anxious to avoid 
everything tending to create an impression contrary to 
the true wishes of our people, and not being able to per
suade ourselves that France's mission of protection would 
be commenced by the siege of Rome, we viewed these 
incidents unmoved. At every movement of your troops, 
every operation tending to narrow the military circle, and 
gradually approach positions which we might have de-
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fended, M. Lesseps hastened to assure us that the sole 
object of the French in those operations was to give a 
vent to the feverish excitement of the troops, weary ,of 
their long inaction; he implored· us, in the name of the 
two countries, in the name of humanity, to avoid all 
conflict, to trust in him, and to fear no evil consequences 
from those unusual movements. And we yielded with 
confidence to his entreaties. A t present I am constrained 
to repent my part in that confidence; not that I fear for 
Rome, but because now our brave men have to de
fend with their olYn breasts, all that "those good positions 
might have defended for them. On the 31st May, at 
eight o'clock in the evening, the convention between 
ourselves and M. Lesseps was signed. He carried it 
with him to the camp. assuring us that he regarded the 
signature of General Oudinot as a mere formality, about 
which no doubt could exist. We were all joyful in 
spirit. 

It appeared as if affairs were about to resume their 
natural course between France and ourselves. 

During the night, the dispatch of General Oudinot 
reached us, refusing his adhesion to the 'agreement, and 
declaring that M. Lesseps, in signing it, had exceeded 
his powers. . 

A second dispatch, dated the 1st June, 31 P.M" signed 
by the General, declared to us that events had justified 
his determination, and that by two dispatches from the 
ministry of war and the ministry of foreign affairs, dated 
28th and 29th May, the French Government had an
nounced to him the recall of M. Lesseps." 

Twenty-four hours were allowed us to accept the 
ultimatum of the 29th May. 

You are aware that on the same day M. Lesseps 
addressed a communicatiotl to us, saying: •. I maintain 
the Convention signed yesterday. I am starting for 
Paris to obtain its ratification. That agreement was 
concluded in virtue of instructions which empowered me 
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to occupy myself exc!usively with the negotiations and 
the relations to be established with the authorities and 
population of Rome." 

On the same day,.at a late hour, General Oudinot 
declared to us that he should recommence hostilities, 
but that, at the request of the Chancellor of the French 
'Embassy, the attack would be deferred until Monday 
morning at the earliest. 

We were, attacked on Sunday,· and the consequence 
of this violation of fhith was the otcupation. of Villa 
Pamfili, and the surprise of two companie,;, which will 
doubtless form part of the bul/(/ill of the 3d. Those 
two hundred men, together with twenty four prisoners 
made during that day's, battle, are now at Bastia, in 
Corsica. 

After these things. pray tell me, Sir, of what import 
to us is the dispatch of the 26th May, quoted in the 
letter of M. de Corcelles' What are the dispatches 
quoted by General Oudinot 1 We never saw those 
dispatches; we knolV not what they contain; we have 
had no oftlcial infomlation of their existence. On the 
one side we have the aftlrmation of General Oudinot; on 
the other th:lt of the minister plenipotentiary-they con
tradict each other. Let France unfold this coil, anll 
save her own honour if she can. Pl:lced between a 
minister plenipotentiary, and a General, of division, our 
Assembly has thought fit to conform to the history of 
the facts est:lhlished by that plenipotentiary. I agree 
with its deci8ion, and remind you, Sir, that only to day, 
the tenth day of the sie~e. has the presence of M. de 
Corcelles in the camp, with the attributes of minister 
extraordinary, been indirectly made known to us. 

Reflect, Sir, upon the date of those ollicinl notes; 
compare them with tile occupation of Monte Mario, and 
the other oper:ltions of the French am1y, lind then tell 
us' whether, on a c:llm examination of tile diplomatic 

• Th.e ni"ht between Satw-day and SundRY. 
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question, Europe will not be obliged to say: .. The 
object of the French Government was to decei~e the 
Roman Government. General Oudinot took advantage 
of the good faith of the· Roman Government, to narrolv 
the circle of assault, and occupy favourable positions, so 
as to facilitate taking possession of the city. Either the 
dispatch of the 26th has no real existence, or it was not 
communicated in time to M. Lesseps. The dispatch of 
t:le 29th May was in fact known in the French camp 
on the morning of the 1St June; that of the 26th might 
therefore have been in General Oudinofs hands on the 
29th. The fact that the General did not then produce 
it, so as to suspend the negotiations and the powers of 
the negotiator, suggests the idea that he intended to 
take ad,·antage of those negotiations, which diminished 
alike the vigilance and the power of the Roman people, 
in order, little by little, to make himself master of the 
best positions without resistance, certain as he was of 
putting a stop to all negotiations, when it suited him, by 
revealing the dispatch of the 26th, and to break the 
truce as soon as he was ready to attack. 

. Allow me, Sir, to say to you with the freedom that 
befits a man of a frank and not servile nature, that the 
conduct of the Roman Govunment in the negotiations 
that took place, never, departed a single line from the 
path of honour. The Government of hance would find 
it difficult to affirm so much. This in no way affects 
France, thank God; the proud and generous nation is, 
like ourselves, the victim of a base intrigue. 

Your cannon are now thundering against our walls; 
your bombs are falling upon the sacred city. France 
had to-night the honour of killing a poor girl of the 
Transtevere. sleeping by her sister's side. Our young 
officers, our impro,·ised soldiers, our people fall beneath 
your shots to the cry of Vim la R¢IIb1ica / The brave 
soldiers of France fall to no cry, in silence, like men dis
honoured. I feel sure that there is not a single heart 
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amongst you that does not secretly declare what your 
deserters declared to us yesterday: we know not what 
710ice within us tells 'us we are fighting against brothers. 

Wherefore this bloodshed among brothers' I know 
not: you know not. The banner of France has no 
concern here, she fights against men who love her, and 
who but a few days since trusted in her. She is seeking 
to set fire to a city which has in no way injured her, 
without any political programme, without any determinate 
aim, without any right to exercise, any duty to fulfil. 
She is, through her generals, playing the game of Austria, 
and without having even the evil courage to confess as 
much. She is dragging her banner through the mud of 
the conciliabules of Gaeta, and shrinking from a frank 
confession of her work of priestly restoration. M. de 
Corcelles no longer ve~tur<:!s to speak of anarchy or 
faction, but writes-like a man disturbed in mind-these 
senseless words :- . 

"The aim of France is the liberty of the revered head 
of the 'church, the liberty of the Roman states, and the! 
peace of the world! " 

We at least know' what we are fighting for, and we 
are strong because we do know it. If France were here 
to represent a principle among us, one of those ideas 
which make a nation great, and which made her great in 
the past, the valour of her SOilS would not be spent against 
our youthful soldiers. 

It is a sad page, Sir, which your generals are inscribing 
in the history of France; it is a mortal blow to that 
papacy you pretend to protect, but which you are really 
smothering in blood;. it is a gulf that cannot be closed, 
which you are digging between two nations that were 
meant to advance together for the good of all men, an1 
who have for centuries held out their hands towards each 
other, eager for fellowship; it is a tremendous violation 
of that morality which should rule the relations between 
people and people j of the common faith which should 
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be their guide; of the sacred cause of liberty which lives 
by that faith; of the future, not of Italy, her sufferings 
are the baptism of her progresS-:-but ot France, which 
cannot maintain her place in the front rank of the nations 
save through the manly virtue~ of good faith and liberty 
rightly understood. 

ISlA ']u,,, 1849. 

XXVII. 
[After the decree of the Assembly ordering the ces

sation of the defence.] 

Romans,-The Triumvirate has voluntarily resigned. 
The Constituent Assembly will communicate to you the 
names of their successors. 

The Assembly, after the successes obtained yesterday 
by the enemy, moved by, a desire to spare the Romans the 
last extreme of danger, and to prevent the useless sacri
fice of more valuable lives, has decreed that the defence 
shall b~ discontinued. The men who have directed the 
struggle could ill direct the coming state of things. 
l.'heir missio.n is practically ended, and they hasten to 
resign their mandate into the hands of the Assembly. 

Romans, brothers,-you have inscribed an indelible 
page in history, which will remain a proof of the latent 
energy within you, and of the greatness of your future 
destiny, of which no power can deprive you. You have 
given a baptism of glory, and a consecration of noble 
blood to that new life now dawning upon ltaly,-the 
Collective life; the life of a people that fl'ills to exist, 
and will exist. Gathered beneath the Republican flag, 
you have redeemed the honour of our common country, 
elsewhere contaminated by the arts of the wicked, and 
by monarchical impotence. Your Triumvirs come back 
to you as simple citizens, bearing with them a supreme 
consolation in the consciousness of the purity of their 
intentions, and the honour of having their names as
sociated with your noble deeds. 
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A cloud has arisen between you and your future; a 
temporary cloud. Stand firm in the consciousness of 
your rights, and in the ·faith for which so many of your 
best men have died armed apostles. God, who has 
treasured up their blood,. is your security. God wills 

. that Rome shall be free and great, and she will be such. 
Yours is no defeat,-it is the victory of martyrs, whose 
sepulchre is a stepping-stone to Heaven. When the 
heaven of your resurrection shall beam above you; when, 
at no distant day, the price of the sacrifices you have so 
cheerfully made in the cause of honour shall be counted 
to you, may you then remember the men who lived 
for months your own. life, who suffer now in your suffer
ing, and will fight again> to· morrow, if it may be, among' 
your ranks. Long live the Roman Republic I 

30th 'June 1849. 

XXVIII. 

Romans,-Your city has been overcome by brute 
force, but your rights are neither lessened nor .changed. 
The Roman Republic lives eternally inviolable in the 
suffrages of the men by whom it was proclaimed j in the 
spontaneous adhesion. of all' the elements of the State; 
in the faith of the peoples who have admired our long 
defence; in the blood of the martyrs who have fallen 
beneath our walls for its sake. Our invaders betray their 
solemn promises as they list God does not betray. Be 
you constant and faithful to the faith of your hearts in 
the trial which He wills you should for a while endure, 
and do not despair of the future. Brief are the dreams 
of violence j infallible the triumph of a people that 
hopes, combats, and suffers in the cause of justice and 
holy liberty. 

You have given brilliant proof of military courage; 
now give proof of moral courage. By all you hold 
sacred, citizens, keep yourselves incontaminate, free 
from weak fear or base egotism. Let the division b.e-
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tween YOl\rselves and your invaders remain evident to 
all men. Let Rome be their camp, not their city. And 
brand with the name of traitor to Rome, he who from 
whatever compromise with his own conscience, passes 
over to the enemy'. camp. The destinies of Europe 
render it impossible that Rome should remain the con
quest of France, or of whomsoever. 

Let not this French occupation lose its character of 
violence and' conquest. Isolate t'le enemy. Europe 
will raise a powerful voice in your favour. Meanwhile, 
none can hinder the pacific expression of your will. 
Organize such pacific manifestation. Let your munici
palities unceasingly declare with calm firmness that they 
1'(Ill1nfaril'l adhffed 10 the Republican form if govenmuII!, 
and the abolitio" if the Temporal POUier if Ihe Pope .. alld 
Ihal Ihey regard as illegal 'whatsot:1Jff government be 
imposed 'wilhout the free appr01lal if the people,' then, if 
necessary, let them resign. From every quarter of Rome, 
from every provincial city, ·let lists be issued, signed by 
thousands of names, bearing testimony to the same faith, 
invoking the same right. In the streets, the theatres, in 
every place of meeting, let the same cry be heard. 
Away 1£,ith the Govff"ment if Priests I Freedom if vote I 
After that cry retire. When the Papal arms are again 
raised, let all who have taken the oath to the Republic, 
retire from their functions. Thousands cannot be im
prisoned; men cannot be compelled to degrade them
selves. And YQU would degrade yourselves, 0 Romans! 
you would degrade yourselves for ever, if, after having 
once declared to Europe that ~ou were determined to 
be free, and having fought and lost the best men among 
you to become such, you should resume your slavery and 
make any compact with defeat. 

Your forefathers, Romans, were great, not· so much 
because they knew how to .conquer as because they 
never despaired when overcome. 

In the name of God and the People, be you great as 
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your forefathers. Now, as then, and more than then, 
you have a world-the Italian world-in your keeping. 
Your Assembly is not extinct; it is dispersed. Your 
Triumvirs-their public function suspended by the 
force of things,-are on the watch for the opportune 
moment-wnich will depend on your conduct-in order 
a"oain to convene the Assembly_ 

END OF VOLUME V. 
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