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PREFACE)

In this new English version of the most elegant of .
the Roman historians, the object of the translator has
been, to adhere as closely to the original text as is con-
sistent with the idioms of the respective languages. But
while thus providing more especially for the wants of
the classical student, he has not been unmindful of the

neatness and perspicuity required to satisfy the English
reader.

There have been several previous translations of our
author, but the only one now before the public, or de-
serving of particular mention, is that by Baker, which
is undoubtedly a very able performance, and had it been

more faithful, would ‘have rendered any other un-
necessary.

The edition used for the present translation is that
published at Oxford, under the superintendence of
Travers Twiss, whose carefully revised text is by farthe
best extant. ‘The few notes and ilinstrationg which the
limits of an edition in this popular fornF permit,, are
chiefly confined to the explanation of grammatical diff-
culues, , Historical and antigndrian illustration is now
so ebundantly supplied by excellent Manualeeand Die-
tionnries, that it has been deemed unpecessary to swell -
the present volumes by additions in that department.

Among the manuals of Roman History which may
most advantecepusly be used by the student, is Twiss’s

Epitome of Niclbr, 2 vols. 8vo, 8 work frequently re-
ferred to in these pages. )
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ThmmgqummmtoIfaly,andhuac)\mbdm the reign of
Ascaniue in Alba, and of the other Sylvian kings, Romulus and Remva
born., Amulius killsd. Romuius builde Roms ¢ forma o senals; makes
war wpon the Sabines ; prosents the opima spolia to Jupiter Fereirius;
divides the people into curim; Ais viclorses ; is deified, Numa institutes
the rites of religious worship; builds a lempk to Janus; and Aaving
mads peaoe with oll hiz neighbours, closss it for the first time; enjoys a

aful reign, and is sucoeeded by Tullus Hostikms, War with the
Abans; combat of the Horatii and Curiatii, Alba demolished, and the
Albans mads eitizens of Roms. War declared againat the Sabines : Tul-
tus killed by lightning, Ancus Marciua renews ths religious inslitutions
of Numa; conguess the Latinz, confers on them the right of citizenship,
and assigns them the Aventine hill to dwail on ; adds the Aill Janiculum
in the oity; enlarges the bounds of the empire. In hiz reign Lucumo
vomss to Home ; alsumar the name of Tarquinius; and, gfter the death
gf'Amnu ilrouodmthen\rom # increasss the senate, by adding to
s @ Aundred new tenators ; defeats the Lating and Sabines ; augments
the conturits of knights ; builds a wall round the city ; mkumcamm
m.nthubyﬁcmafdmafmanmofﬂm-aghtw

ond is succeeded by Servius Tullive. Ha institutes the census ; closss th
luxtrum, mmhmhqwmmuﬂbhubmm
dmdnakpmpklmalmmmdwuuﬂa enlarges the Pomarium, and.
adds the Qudrinal, Viminal, Md&thuh&bmaty,aﬁcranqn
of forty years, is merdered by L. Tarquin, oftarwards swrnamed Su-
perbus,  Ile usurps the crown. Tarquin makes war on the Volagi, and,
with the plunder taken from them, binids a templs to Jupiter Capitolinua,
By a stratagem of his zon, Sexdus Torguin, ho reduces tha city of Gali;
aﬂruvvxnofhm@ﬁnymudcﬂ-mdmdhnuhd,mm
Sorcible vilation of the peraom of Lucratio by his ton Sextus

L, JmmBmhuanlL. Tarquinius Collatinus firvt created conruls.



PREFACE.

‘WHETHES in tracing the history of the Roman people, from
the foundation of the city, I shail employ myself to a aseful
purpose,’ I am neither very certain, nor, if I were, dare I say :
inssmuch as 1 observe, that it is both an old and backneyed
practice,? later authors always supposing that they will
either adduce something more asthentic in the facts, or, that
they will excel the less polished ancients in their style of writ-
ing. Be that a8 it may, it will, at all events, be a satisfaction to
me, that I too have coniributed my share? to perpetuate the
achievements of a people, the lordaof the world ; and if, amidst
80 great a number of bistorizns,! my reputation should remain
in obscurity, I may console myself with the eelebrity and lustre
of those who shall stand in the way of my fame. Moreover, the
subject is both of immense labour, as being one which must
be traced back for more than seven hunidred years, and which,
having set out from small beginnings, has increased to sueh
2 degree that it is now distressed by its own magnitude
And, to wost readers, I doubt not bat that the first origin
and the events immediately succeeding, will afiord but little
pleasure, while they will be hastening to these later times,* in

! * Employ myself 10 o usefa) parpowe,”—facers opers pretium, * io
do & thing that s worth the tronble,”—* 10’ emplay oweself 1o s guud
z A."—Beeﬂchdhu"lht.l..exm R

“A pructice,” —rem.—8ome, a8 HBakev, refer i W0 res popuki R.
Others, a3 Buoth, to res pop. Rom. .

? “ My share,” —pro virili parte, or, “ to the best of my sbility.”

* “Histonsoe."—Those mentioned by Livy himself are . Fahins
Pictor, Valenius Antias, L. Piso, Q. Zlne Tuberc, C. Licinios Macer,
Cahon, Polvban, ete.

# ¢ Hasteming to these - later imes.”—The kistory of the yecsnt civil
wars would puseess 3 moTe inlense inferest for the Romsas of e A~
Susah sge.



PREFACE. 3

which the strength of this overgrown people has for a long
period been working its own destruction. I, on the contrary,
.shall seek this, a8 a reward of my labour, viz. to withdraw
myself from the view of the calamities, which our age has wit-
nessed for 8o many years, g0 long as X am reviewing with my
whole attention these ancient times, being free from every
care® that may distract & writer’s mind, though it cannot warp
it from the truth. The traditions which have come down
to us of what happened before the buiiding of the city,
or before its building was centemplated, as being suitable ra~
ther to the fictions of poeiry than to the genuine records
of history, I have no intention either to affirm or refute.
This indulgence is conceded to sntiquify, that by blending
things buman with divine, it may make the origin of cities
appear more venerable : and if any people might be allowed
to consecrate their origin, and to amscribe it to the gods as
its authors, auch is the renmown of the Roman peocple in
war, that when they represent Mars, in particulsr, a8 their
own psrent and that of their founder, the nations of the
world mey submit to thigyas patiently ae they submit to
their sovereignty.—But in whatever way these and such like
matters shall be attended to, or judged of, I shall not deem
of great importance. I would have every man apply his mind
seriously to consider these points, viz. what their life and what
their manners were ; through what men and by what measures,
both in peace and in war, their empire was acquired? and ex-
tended ; then, as discipline gradually declined, iet him follow in
his thoughts their morsls, at first as slightly giving wey, anon
bow they sunk more and more, then began to fall headlong,
uotil he reaches the present times, when we can neither en-
dure our vices, nor their remedies, This it is which is par-
ticularly ealutary and profitable in the study of history, that
you behold inetances of every variety of conduct displayed-

& * From every care, —the fear of giving offence by expressing his
opinions free:i. snd the sorrow which, as & patriot, he could not but feel
in recording the civil wars of his countrymen.

7 “ Acquired.”—This refers to the whole period sntecedent to the
time when Ap. Claudius carried the Roman arms beyond Itzly sgainst
the Carthaginians ; (2) extended, from that time till the fall of Carthage;
{3) #inking, the Umes of the Grecchi; (1) geve way more and more,
thase of Bulla; (5) precipilate, those of Cesar; (6) the present timos,
thoss of Augusins afler the battle ofaActim.—Sbahr.
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