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PREFACE 

THIS volume completes another stage in the social 

life and the civilisation of the Greeks, and pursues 

my subject from the subjugation of Hellenic lands by 

Rome down to the accession of Hadrian, when we 

may fairly say that Greece recovered her ascendancy. 

For from that day onward there was no distinction 

in honour between Greek and Latin; in fact almost 

all our later histories of Roman affairs are in the 

Greek tongue. This then is one valid reason for 

halting about the year 1.20 ~.D. Moreover the 

Sophis#cal Revz'val is set down by all the historians of 

later Greek literature as commencing with Hadrian, 

and with the state endowment of professional teach

ing which he systematised, though he did not 

originate it. 

But more important than all these reasons for 

adopting my present limit is the fact that so· far we 

may treat of Greek life without taking into account 
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the new religion which presently invades all the 

Hellenistic world. Christianity had indeed been 

born, and was being' preached; but on the great 

Greek teachers of the first century it leaves hardly 

a trace, and so far we may discuss Hellenism with

out it. From the days of Hadrian onward, such 

abstraction is impossible; and indeed, if I resume 

the subject in a subsequent volume, it will be my 

duty to begin by overlapping the present book, and 

tracing the obscure beginnings of the new faith 

which, though alive, is of no impcrt in the society 

here described. This seems to me the most orderly, 

and therefore profitable way of unravelling the com

plicated phenomena of the first century. 

In deference to serious and friendly critics of 

my Greek Life alzd Thought (which may be re

! garded as the forerunner of the present work), I , 
have given many more references to authorities than 

was my previous custom. This change is not made 

from any desire to justify myself against those who 

accused me of not knowing the newer sources, be

cause I did not parade them; but in addition to the 

advice of competent friends, it seemed to me that the 

evidence for the facts brought together in this volume 

was so scattered, so fragmentary, so dependent on 

inscriptions and on little known texts, that fulh;r 
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references were due to the reader. He will find the 

abbreviations. in my references fully explained in 

the Index. These materials have not been gathered 

or systematised by any previous historian; Hertzberg, 

for example, confines himself strictly to Greece proper 

under the Romans-a mere fraction of the history of 

later Hellenism, and Boissier, in his interesting' book 

on Cicero and his friends, has never once considered 

the point of view' taken in my Sixth Chapter on 

the same subject. 

Indeed, since I wrote the opening of this Preface 

I have encountered a practical illustration of the 

difficulty there is in including all the evidence in such 

a history, and of the strong probability that the 

. increased activity of antiquarians and travellers will 

furnish us constantly with new facts, or with correc

tions of our former deductions. 

Mr. Flinders Petrie, in searching a small and 

insignificant necropolis at Kurob some six' hours' 

ride from Medinet-el-Fayoum, found a number of 

mummies of the' Ptolemaic epoch in cases of the 

usual appearance. They were all (he tells me) 

distinctly anterior in style to those of the Roman 

period. On examining these cases with care, he 

found that they were made of layers of papyrus 

glued together, in some cases only laid together, 
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and varnished within and without. Perceiving 

that much of this papyrus showed traces of 

writing, he took several cases to pieces, and thus 

gathered a large quantity of fragments, covered with 

Greek and demotic writing: the Greek fragments 

he kindly sent to Mr. Sayee, with whom I 

examined them in August 1890. We have 

identified fragments of the Phl2do of Plato, written 

in a beautiful hilnd, and not posterior to 2 S 0 B.C., 

also a considerable passage from the lost A11tiope of 

Euripides, and a passage on the duties of the comrade 

(qHAETatpor;), by some rhetor earlier than Alexander's 

time. These texts, which we shall presently publish 

in Hermathena, and which I need not now discuss, 

show that even under the second Ptolemy Greeks had 

settled in the country parts of Egypt, and had with 

them such plenty of books that some of them were 

used as waste paper. A large number of letters, 

dated in the reigns of the second and third Ptolemies 

(284-224 B.C.), and written in good Greek, but in a 

very difficult cursive script, attest the same conclusion 

perhaps even more strongly. Lastly, there were used 

among the waste paper what seem to be the records 

of the Grreco-Egyptian Probate Court at Crocodilo

polis, the capital of the nome or district called 

Arsinoe-drafts of wills, with the date, the name 
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and description of the testator, and the names and 

descriptions of the witnesses. In two of three cases 

the details of the bequests are to be made out, 

though in lacerated fragments. This series of docu

ments, in good Greek, and written in all sorts of 

hands, presents us with formuloe constantly recurring, 

but still varied both in their place and even in their 

expression, so proving that they were not the work 

of lawyers composing them for ignorant people, 

but the dictation of educated men. Pending my 

publication of these texts, 'in the Bulletin de 

Correspondance Hell!nique I cannot enter into 

further detail; but this I must say, that they modify 

considerably the estimate I had formed of the depth 

and breadth of Greek influences in Egypt. As the 

reader .will see in the note to p. 202, I was already 

beginning to doubt the ancient view which confines 

Greek life (outside Alexandria) to Ptolemais and 

Arsinoe; now that view seems to me completely 

exploded. Indeed Arsinoe, which is commonly 

understood to mean a town, was 1;lsed as ~he name 

of a district. 

As I am writing these words there comes to me 

the just published exhaustive monograph of M. Th. 

Reinach on Mithridates, which I should have gladly 

used in discussing that king. 
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These sudden additions to our evidence and to 

the sifting of it are the delight and the despair 

of historians-the delight of those who are ready 

to abandon accepted views and popular prejudices, 

the despair of those who cling to them, who pretend 

to give a final judgment on things but partially 

known, regarding a correction as merely a demon

stration that they were wrong, not as the means 

of escape from a cherished error, and an enlarge

ment of our common knowledge. The present 

scholarship both of Germany and of England has 

been positively vitiated by the fashion among its 

Professors of taking criticism as an act of hostility, 

and pursuing the critic with such rancour, that no 

quiet man thinks it worth his while to set his neigh

bour right, or expose, however gently, a piece of 

literary imposture, at the cost of being annoyed and 

maligned for the rest of his life. 

As I have now acknowledged my obligations to 

Mr. Petrie and his important discovery, so I trust I 

have nowhere omitted to acknowledge my conscious 

obligations to previous authors; it is impossible to 

do so adequately to those colleagues-Mr. Louis 

Purser and Mr. Bury-who have helped me with 

advice and correction all through the book. To 

appropriate the work of a colleague, or to utilise 
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it with that scanty acknowledgment which amounts 

to deliberate reticence, is a form of vice not the less 

odious, because the culprit generally escapes with 

impunity. 

My friend Mr. Sayce has also corrected the 

sheets, and has made many important suggestions. 

OXFORD, October 1890' 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

THE IMMEDIATE EFFECTS OF THE ROMAN CONQUEST 
UPON HELLENISM 

POLYBIUS and the thoughtful Greeks who talked with him 
after the fall of Carthage and of Corinth must have felt 
that they had lived to see one of the great turning-points in 
the world's history. There was now no longer any doubt that 
all the civilised nations hitherto at variance, in opposition, 
distracted by reason of contrasts in population, in govern
ment, in language, in traditions, would now be directed by 
the will of one people, by the influence of one system of law, 
by the predominance of a common language. 

It was not the first time that this grand prospect had 
been held forth to the world. When Alexander was yet a 
young man, returning from his conquests in the far East, men 
must have anticipated, as very near, an empire not unlike 
that of Rome; for the conquest of the West would have 
been no difficult matter to Alexander, with all the resources 
of Asia under his hand. The successes of Pyrrhus, with 
his small army, against the adult Rome of the third century, 

B 
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fresh from her Samnite conquests, show what would have 
been the successes of Alexander, with his giant genius 
and armaments, against the younger and feebler Republic. 
And if the realisation of the conqueror's dreams was 
hindered by his early death, most of the early Diadochi 
had each for many hard - fought years aspired to be his 
sole successor, completing his work and regenerating the 
distracted world by the potent influence of Hellenistic 

. culture. 
A world-empire, .including all the lands and nations 

about the Mediterranean Sea, reaching to the frozen North 
and the torrid South as its natural limits, exchanging the 
virgin ores of Spain for the long·sought spices of Araby the 
blest, was therefore no real novelty in imagination. But 
while those who had conceived it and striven for it 
consciously had failed, who could have imagined that it 
should drop almost suddenly, unexpectedly, by the force, 
not of genius, but of circumstances, into the hands of a 
people who attained it not by the direction of an Alexander 
or a Napoleon, or even by the successes of a Clive, but by 
those national qualities which had gained for Sparta pre· 
cedence and respect, coupled with those aggressive wars 
under the guise of securing ever-widening frontiers which 
mark the rapid strides of Macedonia? 

Any political thinker who witnessed this mighty outcome 
of half a century might indeed feel uneasy at the result, if 
he were not, like most of the Stoics, a religious fatalist. 
There was no doubt the manifest gain of a great peace 
throughout the world, of the real settlement of disputes by 
the arbitration of an umpire with power to enforce his will, 
of the consequent development of wide commerce over the 
world, with its diffusion not only of wealth but of enlighten· 
ment. These material gains were indisputable, even though 
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a dangerous monopoly was being established not merely 
through the enormous advantages inseparable from Roman 
influence, but by the jealous destruction of all those com
mercial centres, which might have rivalled Rome by reason 
of favoured situation or old traditions of trade. 

But far more serious was the patent fact, that neither the 
Roman people nor their rulers had received any education 
to fit them for an imperial policy. Administrative ability 
there was in plenty, just as there had been tactical know
ledge to win battles without any strategy to plan campaigns. 
Higher education was confined to the 'Scipionic circle.' 
Hence it resulted that not only did the common people 
degenerate rapidly into a vulgar mob, pursuing :;;olely its 
material pleasures, but the dominant classes, when vast 
opportunities of wealth and power were thrown into their 
hands, did not resist even for a generation the seductions of 
the world and the flesh, and became steeped in such luxury 
and vice as the Greeks had not reached in a decadence of 
centuries. Polybius and Diodorus1 speak of these things 
in terms almost identical. . They mention the rapid rise in 
the prices of luxuries at Rome, how a jar of wine came to 
cost 100 drachma; a jar of Euxine sardines 400, a good 
slave-cook 4 talents, 2 and worse ministrants to worse 
pleasures higher still. Both authors do not indeed omit to 
point out, that the great traditions of Roman dignity and 
virtue still survived. Diodorus quotes a number of instances 
of righteous Roman governors, and Polybius in an earlier 
generation speaks of the Scipios as the recognised models 
of civic excellence. But we feel that these good men were 
rare exceptions, and that the apparent peace of the Roman 

I Frag. lib. xxxvi. 
I Nearly £lr:xJO. Drachmre may be counted as modem francs for 

convenience' sake, though slightly less in silver weight. 



4 GREEK WORLD UNDER ROMAN SWAY CHAP. 

world was a delusive calm, to be interrupted, if not from 
without, at least by" violent eruptions from within. For 
injustice and oppression have never yet failed to bring upon 
themselves their due rewards. 

So it was that the completed conquest which Polybius 
saw,l and which appeared to be a final se~tlement of the 
world, brought no contentment into the hearts of men. 
For while the position of the few, of the dominant class at 
Rome, was magnified beyond their wildest expectations, the 
condition of the many was not only made worse, but even 
became wholly intolerable. This is the key to those 
disturbances in the Roman world, which could not indeed 
shake off the yoke, but which showed the internal sores with 
which the mighty commonwealth was affected. 

The first symptom was the slave war which broke out 
in Sicily very few years after the so-called pacification of the 
world by the ruin of Carthage and of Corinth in 146 B.C. 
I have endeavoured in a special monograph to explain the 
causes and character of this outbreak,2 and will therefore 
content myself with here giving the results. 

It was always remarked, whenever an invasion discloses to 
us the condition of the territory of Carthage, that nothing 
was more wonderful than the fertility of the farms and 
homesteads in that favoured land Its natural gifts were so 
enhanced by intelligent cultivation that the Italians at once 
sawllp,d confessed their inferiority, and upon the fall of 
Carth~ge we hear that the Senate, probably after some delay, 
ordered '{he translation of the received handbook on agri-

1 I have \ven his evidence in detail in the last chapter 'of my Greek 
Lift and TJu}~.I{"', which brings the subject up to the period treated in 
this book. ( 

• In Herm~"ena for 1890. 
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culture long current in that state, which referred all the 
wisdom and experience of centuries to the authorship of 
the ancient Mago, the reputed founder of Punic greatness, 
not only in the arts of war, but also in'those of peace.1 Of 
this treatise we possess only stray quotations, in Varro's 
handbook and elsewhere,2 mostly on the management of 
cattle and the farmyard, though we know from Cicero that 
it was a very voluminous work, as indeed is 'proved by the 
publication of two separate compendiums in later days. 
But there is one sentence, with which the book opened, 
that shows how far different was the spirit, of the Punic 
farmer from his Roman imitator, and how useless the 
attempt to graft the African figs, which excited Cato's envy, 
,upon the Italian thistles. 'A man who wants to farm,' said 
Mago, 'has ,no business with a town house. If he has one, 
let him sell it; if he be more attached to town life, what does, 
he want with a country seat.'s What advice to give to a 
Roman patrician, even such as Cato, with his thrifty 
husbandry! To abandon Rome was to abandon the world, 
and to retire into the disgrace and the oblivion of exile. 

A further attempt was made, apparently in connection 
with the colonising efforts of Caius Gracchus, to instruct 

1 See the personality of this Mago discussed in Hermathena, No. xvi. 
Our evidence for this act of the Senate is Pliny, H. N. xviii. 5, the opening 
chapters of Columella and, Varro(deRe Rustica, i. I, 10), whom I will quote : 
'All the [Greek] writers hitherto cited are surpassed in reputation by 
Mago the Carthaginian, who wrote in Punic, and embraced the scattered 
subjects of agriculture in twenty-eight books [translated into Latin, adds 
Pliny, by D. Silanus, and others skilled in Punic], which Cassius 
Dionysius of Utica translated in twenty books, and sent to the prretor 
Sextius, in which he inserted many things from Greek authors, and 
omitted' eight books of Mago. Diophanes of Bithynia contracted these 
twenty into six, and dedicated them to king Dejotarus.' 

2 I have transcribed the list of fragments, oj. cit. p. 30. 
a Columella, i. I, 18. 
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the more cultivated settlers-for Gracchus did not send 
out the mere refuse of the people-by a Greek com
pendium, which contracted the twenty-eight books of the 
original into twenty.l The third version, in still briefer 
form, was made for the use of that king Dejotarus whom 
Cicero mentions 2 as a most diligent farmer and grower of 
cattle, and shows that even in the long-civilised Asia Minor 
the Punic prescriptions were valued. 

But quite apart from this fruitless theoretical measure 
to reform and improve the farming of the ever-increasing 
Roman domains was the practical imitation of the Punic 
habit of growing great tracts of wheat with the aid of slave 
labour. In the climate of North Africa nothing paid a 
higher interest; but in the absence of all modem machinery 
the cultivation of wheat required many hands, and, there
fore, capital with a command of many slaves. This was the 
enterprise which the Romans sought to transfer to Sicily, 
where the land and climate permitted some hope of rivalling 
the waving crops of Africa. The capture of Carthage, like 
all such conquests in ancient days, threw an enormous 
number of slaves into the market, or rather there was an 
immense market of them immediately after the storming of 
the place. Not only all the slaves of the Carthaginians 
but the masters themselves were bought in gangs by Roman 
and Sicilian speculators, and carried off to till the plains of 
Sicily_ Thus the great slave population of Carthage, mostly 
kidnapped or captured in eastern lands, and speaking the 
Greek tongue, was transferred to new masters, another 
soil, perhaps harsher conditions, and with no hope of 
liberty. 

This was the vast multitude which revolted about the 

1 See the ar~meDts for this theory in my article, op. nt. p. 164. 
, Pro ,.ege I?eifJt. § 27-diligmtissimus agri(ola et pecuarius. 

, \ 
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year 140 B.C., assumed the style and title of a Syrian 
state, made one of their number, who professed miraculous 
prophetic powers, their king, and met the Roman power in 
the .open field.1 If they had been assisted by the pirates, 
who began to infest all the seas in consequence of the Roman 
conquest, the result would have been very serious. But, 
as I have elsewhere shown, the pirates were themselves 
great slave dealers, and were the last people to spoil their 
own trade by playing the Romans false in this particular.2 

What is specially to be noted about the insurrection is its 
Hellenistic character. The' majority of these people had 
been subjects of the Seleucids, and this was the type of 
society and of government which they naturaUy eI?-deavoured 
to set up. The state assumed by the insurgent king was a 
Hellenistic state. He had his peers and his household, his 
jester and his cook, his baker and his shampooer.s 

Though the second slave war came a generation later (103-
99 B.C.), it may be well to treat it in connection with the first, 
so far as it serves to illustrate how the Greek elements are now 
being absorbed into the Roman world. After the struggle with 
Jugurtha had shown how corrupt the 'Roman oligarchy had 
already become, there supervened the desperate crisis of the 

lOur authority for these disturbances is the thirty-fourth book of 
Diodorus, preserved in copious excerpts by Photius. The first leader 
was Eunus, a Syrian of Apamea, whose wife was of the same city. 
He took the royal name of Antiochus, called his wife queen, and his 
followers Syrians. The other prominent leaders were Achreus (called 
by Diodorus an Achrean, but perhaps taking his name from Achreus's 
royal house in Asia Minor) and Cleon, a Cilician •. Cf. the details in 
Hermatlzena, xvi. 169. 

9 Hermat1zena, xvi. 178. 
8 Diod. f"ag. xxxiv. sub. ji1t.-i~EiNc6tT81J /1p4 TErrapwII, p.a:yElpolJ ICld 

UPT07rOIOj) /Cal TOj) Tp{(jOVTOS a.n-~II ill T~ ).,OlJTP~ /Cal TETapTOlJ TOj) 7rapa. To~r 
7r6-rovr Elw80Tor 1/tvXa'Yw'Yi'lI a6ToII. It is curious that Diodorus does not 
give the official titles; or is it Photius that paraphrases them? 
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Cimbric invasion. When several hosts had been swallowed 
up by the flood of the advancing hordes, just as the splendid 
army of Bajazet disappeared before the wave of the Tartars, 
the Senate sent to ask for auxiliaries from the Hellenistic 
kings in alliance, as it was called, with Rome. Nicomedes 
of Bithynia replied that he had no men left to send, seeing 
that the body of his population had been sold into slavery 
to satisfy the extortions of the Roman tax-gatherers.1 The 
reply was probably exaggerated, since it was so admirable 
an opportunity of making a protest against the terrible 
oppression of the /ublimn;,- but it awoke the Senate to the 
injustice and the danger of such a policy, and they set about 
correcting it by a new and stm more obvious blunder. An 
order was' issued forbidding any free citizen of an allied_ 
state to be kept in bondage for such debts; and this order, 
which seems to have been issued for Sicily, the province 
whither al1 these eastern slaves were, as a matter of course, 
drafted, was the occasion of the outbreak. 

Crowds of slaves had come in and claimed t~r liberty, 
80 much so that the terrified owners hurried to the 
Roman prztor, and persuaded him to suspend the o.;dcr. 
No doubt the danger was great; it was not likely that these 
long -oppressed and degraded strangers would make any 
good use of their liberty. But the mischief was done. 
Finding their one hope of liberty at the hands of the 
Roman Senate baulked, these unfortunate creatures were 
driven by fury and despair into another dreadful insurrec
tion. There were of course many horrors-awful revenge 
taken upon ;cruel masters in their isolated villas, whole
sale crucifixIons of prisoners 81 criminals, and, aner a 
hard struggle, a riveting of the old bonds upon the 

I The history or this afT air and or the aecoDd .Ine war I. In the 
excerpta from Diodoru .. lib. xxxvi., by PhotiUl. 
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wretched . remnant left from the ravages of fire and 
sword. 

In this war too. we find that the names of the leaders I 
point to Hellenistic origin, and that the body of the slaves 
.-ere of that lind, though it is to be noted that the style u
sumed by the leader Trypl}on is not Syrian but Roman, and 
that he has a senate and lietors instead of peers and a royal 
household. I But the use of miracle and prophecy is there; 
there is a strange expectation of some coming Saviour, who 
shall redeem the poor and the affiicted from their tormentors ; 
there is a combination of the free poor with the slaves, all of 
which symptoms indicate a widespread feeling that injustice 
and oppression had attained such a height that the world's 
Pro\;dence must bring some relief. And this, as I pointed 
out. is the common feature of the second slave war with the 
war of Aristonicus, the illegitimate representative of the 
Attalids, who called his nation to arms when a will, suborned 
or extorted, of Attalus III, left Pergamum to the Roman 
people. The coast cities and the dynasts opposed him 
rigorously; the slaves and the poor people in the interior 
supPQrted him, and he dreamed of founding a new City of 
the Sun, in which his Heliopolitans would escape the 
oppressions of the new and terrible masters of the Hellenistic 
world. S 

There were other outbreaks in Italy, but neither im
portant nor, so far as we know, Hellenistic in character. 
The shepherds and neatherds of the Italian pastures .-ere 
sparse and rude, unable to plan or carry out a dangerous 
rerolL The only droves of sla\"eS who could thus combine 

I At least of AtheDio. But the other, Salvius, assumed a SyrWll'Oral 
Dame, Ttypbon. ct H_'" an. 17;' 

S This appears from Diodorus, um 53;' 
• ct the ddails in my article. ".1- m. po 181 If. 
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did in due course of time combine, and produce a desperate 
war. They were the gladiators under Spartacus. But though 
joined by a good many shepherds, their numbers were never 
very great; they won battles by the high training of their 
bloody profession, and it is clear that this class was least of 
all recruited among the Greek-speaking population, which 
had neither the muscle nor the physical courage of the 
Thracian or the Spanish mountaineers.l 

These wild and hopeless contests are, however, the earliest 
protests against the Republican conquest of the world, and 
indicate that here lie the forces which will overthrow it. 
They are, moreover, protesfs of the gentler, more cultivated 
Hellenic spirit against the iron despotism which treats en
slaved men, without regard to their original rank or educa
tion, as mere beasts of burden. There were, no doubt, dark 
spots on the humanity of Hellenism in this respect. The 
slaves in the silver mines of Laurium, in the quarries on the 
islands, or in the gold mines of the Ptolemies in Nubia, were 
treated as horribly as ever human beings were treated, and 
were selected, we may hope, from the criminal classes. 
The Egyptian tradition had certainly been to make this 
work a direct penal servitude, and so we find it in Pliny's 
letters to Trajan.z But still there was something hard, 

1 The same causes which produced these wars also produced the 
prevalence of highway robbery in the wilds of Italy and Greece, and still 
more the extraordinary prevalence of piracy, upon which we shall have 
much to say in the succeeding chapters. 

\ 2 The mines alluded to by Pliny were probably those in Pontus, for 
Strabo describes the mountain Sandaracurgion near Pompeiopolis in 
Poptus thus (xii. 3, § 40): 'The mountain is hollowed out with mining, 
the :-vorkmen entering it by great shafts: it is managed by publicatzi, 
who use as workmen slaves sold by reason of their crimes: for in addition 
to the hard labour the air is said to be deadly and unbearable on account 
of the odour of the soil, so that nobody lasts long there. And indeed 
this mining has often been intermitted because it does not pay, there 
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relentless, cruel, in Roman ways, which must always have 
filled Greek servants and subjects with horror and dismay. 
Not only what was done, but the way in which it was 
done, was-harsh and cold, and. so I imagine the Romans 
to have held the place in European disfavour which the 
middle class Englishman now holds, who knows no foreign 
tongue, respects no foreign habit, recognises no foreign. 
virtue, but walks through the world assuming the English 
respectability, just as the Roman assumed his gr:lvitas, to be 
the stamp of a superior race. 

Hellenism, under the immediate grip of Rome, in Sicily, 
in Pergamum, found at once that anything was better than 
submission-hence the slave wat;S and the war of Aristonicus. 
The states in looser dependence were not so unfortunate, 
and were able to tolerate their servitude somewhat longer; 
yet even they, when they found a leader, as in Mithradates, 
or an escape into the high seas, took up arms eagerly against 
their new masters. Such then was the miserable state of 
Hellenism, from which a gradual reaction, together with the 
dissensions of the Romans, only produced a slow and 
partial recovery. 

A little more than a century elapsed from the destruction 
of Corinth to the establishment of the Empire. There is 
probably no epoch of ancient history for which we have 
more ample and curious materials; yet they are all con
cerned with the Roman side of the world, and only mention 

being more than 200 workmen required, who are constantly consumed 
by disease and death.' 

The Nubian gold mines will recur again in connection with the 
evidence of Agatharchides. . 

No doubt all these were old-established tortures, used by Pontic 
dynasts, and Athenian speculators, and Egyptian kings for their selfish 
ends, making light of human life and suffering, as slave owners only 
will dare to do. 
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Greeks and Asiatics in relation to their conquerors. Agitated 
also and eventful as these years were, we cannot say that 
any great new prill.ciple of government was discovered, or 
any but material advantages gained for the world. It 
was perfectly manifest 140 years before Christ that 
the Romans would remain masters of the Mediterranean 
countries, so far as force could keep them so. The only 
chance of escape from their sway must arise from their 
internal dissension, and it very soon appeared that no internal 
dissension was likely to produce a separation of the Roman 
power into parts or provinces. In fact, Rome was so 
distinctly the capital, that no insurgent thought himself of 
any account till he made good his claims' there. No life 
was thought worth living by Roman magnates except that 
at Rome. -I suppose that the Latin and Samnite subjects, 
had they conquered in the great social war at the opening 
of the first century B.C., would simply have demanded their 
share, greater or less, in the spoils of the rest of the world, 
and continued the same kind of empire which the Romans 
had established at their cost, and with their blood. 

To escape then from the military power of Italy seemed 
hopeless,_ even when her soldiers became debauched and 
her generals corrupt. 

But the internal dissensions which began to rend the 
great commonwealth must have given intelligent Greeks an 
early prospect that the abominable oligarchy which ravaged 
the provinces in the guise of governors and commanders 
must soon be overthrown. It was impossible that such 
plundering should continue with impunity from the gods, 
or at least from those Romans who felt excluded from the 
privilege. And whenever a very lucrative privilege can be 
assailed on the score of justice and mercy, it will very soon 
be abolished by those. who can combine the zeal of private 



THE RETROGRADE SCHEME OF SYLLA 13 

interest with the dignity of sound arguments. Any wise 
political philosopher might have foretold that the oligarchy 
would fall at the hands of the masse~ He might also 

. have known, both from reading Aristotle and from observ
ing the mob of Rome, that this new democracy must inevit-
ably fall into the net of despotism. The first leader who 
could combine military genius with political insight was 
sure to command the situation .. 

,A very strange phenomenon delayed for a generation 
the fulfilment of this inevitable cycle in the life of ancient 
-perhaps of all-states. The first man who overthrew all 
his foes and made himself master of Rome was' an aristo
crat and an oligarch, Sylla. He undertook to restore the 
old domination of the Senate, and turn back the course of 
history one hundred years. He massacred or outlawed all 
his oppon_ents; no scruples restrained him; he was one of 
those rare examples in history of an unselfish despot, who 
swept away his enemies for a principle, and who restored 
the old order of things in the interest of the aristocracy 
rather than his own. When his work was done he even 
resigned, and was able to contemplate the establishment of 
all his political ideas. 

It is one of the most instructive lessons in all history 
that this restored aristocracy, this realisation of the wildest 
of Tory dreams, fell to pieces in a few years, in spite of all 
its author's safeguards and protections, in spite of the 
massacre of all his adversaries, in spite also of the fact that 
no great genius started up at once to destroy it. The 
Syllan constitution fell to pieces of itself, because it con
tradicted the spirit of the times, and when the natural 
overthrower of the republic-the Liberal politician, Cresar
came into the arena, it was practically gone, though it had 
been established but twenty years. 
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It was. only with the advent of an intelligent despot 
that the Greek-speaking provinces might fairly anticipate 
some relief from the systematic rapa,city and injustice 
of the nobles, whom he would subdue and keep in 
check. 

The political side of this period of Hellenism (up to the 
establishment of Cresar) must therefore have been unutter
ably sad and dreary. The only alternative the subject 
states saw before them was whether a Licinius or a 
Cornelius was to plund~r them, not to speak of the occa
sions when a civil war among the possessors of the 
world imposed upon the wretched provinces requisi
tions from both sides. Thus the Hellenic peninsula 
was made the theatre of three vast and devastating 
conflicts, two of which were civil wars among Romans, in 
which Greece had no concern. 

Far more interesting to the historian than the actual 
provinces, with their uniformity of management under 
Roman prretors, and their small contrasts of so-called free 
cities and actual subjects, are the outlying fragments of 
Hellenism which had not yet fallen under Rome at the 
close of the century before us, and were only gradually 
absorbed by the conquests of Lucullus and Pompey, or 
by the rise of the Parthian power. I say fragments of 
Hellenism, because not only were the Hellenistic empires 
either shattered or decayed, but there had been growing 
for some time a distinct reaction of oriental or separate 
nationalities against the adventitious culture imported by 
the ~onquests of Alexander. The enormous area then to' 

o be dvilised, and the indelible type of old Greek culture, 
made it necessary that the form of spreading Hellenism 
should' be by planting cities (strictly speaking city-polities) 
in the midst of the foreign populations, cities more or less 
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densely or sparsely sown over a large area, but always 
separate loa" of Greek culture, surrounded by a rural 
population excluded from the city privileges, or at least 
possessing none of their own. l In Syria, for example, these 
cities 'were very numerous, in Egypt very few, and so in 
India and the far East. But everywhere beyond the im
mediate coasts of the JEgean they were marked by their 
language, which remained foreign to the country people, 
and which, though learned by vast numbers of Semites, 
never became the native tongue or vernacular of any tract 
of country not long since peopled by Hellenes. Subse
qu_ently, the Arab conquest of the East, like the Roman of 
the West, imposed not only its culture but its language 
upon the vanquished; it is plain, then, that Hellenism did 
not lay the same hold upon the nations which it subdued 
and occupied. 

One reason of this difference was undoubtedly the isola
tion of Hellenistic towns by special privileges, which their 
country neighbours could not freely obtain; another may 
have been the generic difference between Greek and Semitic 
languages, while both Romans and Arabs imposed their 
speech mainly upon cognate tongues. Still the Arabs did 
far more than that. But both these races of conquerors 
had more time than the Greeks to produce their full 
effects upon the world. Hellenism as a dominant power 

1 The country people lived KWfJ.1/66. in contrast to the city, which 
was technically called 1r6\IS oIKov,..e.1/, a constituted city, e.g. by Xenophon 
(Anabasis, i. 2) several times, and Strabo says (iii. 4, § 13), /J:YPIOI "ta.p 01 
K4Ta. KrJ,p.aS .. oIKoli.Tn. To reduce the population to village life was to 
destroy the city, dvcl.o-T4TO. 11'01." rlj. 11'6\ .. , or d.OlK1JTO., which does not 
imply the massacre of the population any more than the Roman capitis 
diminutio implies execution. It is characteristic of this form of civilisa
tion that Cicero tells us the distinctive inferiority and barbarism of 
Sardinia was shown by its not possessing a single free city (pro Scauro, 
§ 44), for this is what he means by amica pop. Rom. et libera civitas. 
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did not last" more than two centuries. Would the 
Romans or Arabs have imposed their languages per
manently in that space of time? It is more than doubtful. 
How soon, for example,· Britain lost her acquired Latin 
when other conquerors intervened? • 

According, therefore, as the eastern nationalities became 
stronger, the Hellenistic towns became more and more 
isolated, more and more foreign, settled in a strange country, 
and most of them would have gradually reverted to, or been 
absorbed by, their non-Hellenic surroundings, had not the 
Romans maintained them everywhere as Greek cities in 
their settlement of the East. Thus arose a new phase, 
which I may call Roman Hellenism, and which, like the 
Corinthian order so universally adopted by Roman builders, 
produced some splendid results. But this Roman Hellenism 
is not yet before us. What we have to consider is the 
decaying life of the cities of the Diadochi founded all over 
the empire of Alexander. 

For the close of the second century B.C. is marked in 
the East by a strong and widespread reaction of national 
feeling against Hellenistic domination. It is shown clearest 
in the breaking away of whole provinces under national 
leaders, who brought back the national religion and language 
as symbols of their patriotism, in Parthia and India i it is 
shown also in the gradual estrangement of the provinces 
left under indigenous princes, such as Cappadocia and 
Armenia i in the growing importance of Arab chiefs, such as 
Aretas and Sampsiceramus: it is further shown by the many 
obsti~ate insurrections in Egypt, the revival of old Egyptian 
cults, \ the disappearance of Greeks from court, and 
the sub,titution of Jews as the advisers of the Ptolemies; 
we may\ perhaps see an echo of this great oriental 
reaction }p the dzarac/er of the slave wars just de-



HELLENISM ORIENTALISED I7 

scribed-I mean the prominence of Syrian wonder-work
ing and Syrian religion even in the Greek' - speaking 
slave population of Sicily.l This is the great .field 
over which we must range to find the action and reaction 
of the Greek spirit upon the other nationalities of the 
ancient wor1~. 

1 Cf. on these points B. Stark's Gaza, p. 480. 

c 



CHAPTER II 

HELLENISM IN THE FAR EAST 

PERHAPS the period after the collapse of Hellenism, a: 
a political system, under the rising power of Rome, i: 
the most favourable for considering the remote am 
obscure provinces of its influence. While Greece an( 
Macedonia were reduced to the absolute silence resuItinl 
from a sanguinary military conquest and a reorganisatiOl 
as Roman provinces-while the kingdoms of the neare 
East were lapsing into the anarchy of disputed succession: 
or the decay of an effete culture-there were still able am 
ambitious rulers holding aloft the torch of Hellenisti4 
civilisation in the far East, and extending their influenct 
far beyond the limits attained even by Alexander the Great 

We know that the first Seleucus attempted to penetratt 
beyond the Indus, but during the confusion of the war: 
which followed the death of Alexander, his loyal satrap 
the Indian Porus, had been murdered by the Macedonial 
Eudemu'~ and then a revolt of the Indian natives ha( 
bro~ght to the surface ali able adventurer, Chandragupta (il 
Greek Sandracottus), who not only conquered all the Indiar 
province of Alexander, but even extended his sway to th4 
valley o( the 'Canges, and founded the greatest empirt 

" 
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which had yet been known beyond the Indus~ .It was with 
this king that Seleucus waged war, as soon as he had 
established himself firmly in the possession of the Syrian 
and Persian provinces. We ~o not know whether Se1eucus 
found his adversary too strong to attack; or whether he was 
actually defeated in battle, or whether (what I think most 
likely) he found the complications of the West, and the 
threatening power of Antigonus and his son Demetrius, so 
urgent a danger, that he was ready to conclude his. Indian 
campaign upon easy terms. Certain it is, that-he not only 
made peace and a marriage alliance with Sandracottus, but 
ceded to him the lands immediately west of the Indus, so 
making the Hindukush and the great Persian desert the 
new boundaries which separated the Hellenistic world from 
the farther East. But Sandracottus, on the other hand, 
seems to have paid him for the provinces not only with 
treasure but with those 500 elephants which turned the 

• scale at IpSUS,l and made Seleucus master of the world. 
Sandracottus's friendly relations, moreover, with Seleucus 

were maintained, and so it was that a Greek envoy, 
Megasthenes, was sent to the Indian court at Palimbothra, 
the Indian Pataliputra, a great city on the Ganges near the 
site of the present Patna, but all swept away in the course 
of centuries by the changing floods of the great river. It 
was from the work· composed by Megasthenes, his Indica, 
that the Hellenistic world first obtained a distinct account 
of the wealth and wonders of this land of fable. Not that 
Megasthenes, any more than Marco Polo or Sir John 
,Mandeville, escaped the snare· of credulousness as to 
monstrous animals and strange phenomena. But in spite 
of this the large extracts quoted in Strabo's geography, 
which are worked together into an able sketch in Lassen's 

1 cr. Greek Lifo and Tltought, p. 37. 
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great work,i show us that the Indica .were genuine studie~ 
which are corroborated by our other evidences of old Indiar 
life and habits, and that we have lost in them an inestimablE 
source of information. 

Sandracottus, after a prosperous reign of some twenty, 
five years, bequeathed his great kingdom to his SOil 

Vindusara, known to the Greeks by one of his titles a! 
Amitrochates. We hear that this king also kept up friendl, 
relations with the West, and that the second Ptolemy sen! 
an ambassador called Dionysius to his court, probably to 
promote trade relations from the Indus by coasting to the 
Red Sea. The next king, Vindusara's youngest son
known to us commonly as A~oka-though he came to the 
throne by the oriental method of murdering his brethren, 
and began life with cruelty and violence, not only extended 
his kingdom to the mouth of the Ganges as well as of the 
Indus, and over a large part of the Deccan, but, owing to 
his conversion to Buddhism and his great missionary efforts, 
introduced the most splendid epoch in all Indian history. 
The monuments and inscriptions which still survive from 
his long and brilliant reign exceed in interest anything else 
in the archreology of the country. 

Before we proceed to question these remains for the 
traces they show of Hellenistic influence, we must revert 
to the history of those eastern provinces which were still 
claimed by the Syrian kings. The reign of the second 
Antiochus (Theos), whose accession (261 B.C) followed 
shortly upon that of A~oka, marks the moment when these 
.outlying provinces began to revolt and assert their inde
pendence. The great satrapy of Bactria led the way, 
together with Sogdiana, which Alexander had found so 
difficult to subdue, and where he had established many 

1 [Mud" Alterlnumskunde, vol. ii. 
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Greek cities as outposts for protection and for trade. 
Diodotus, the satrap of that country, declared himself an 
independent sovran. 

The reader must not take his notions of Bactria from 
modern maps, which represent Balkh and Samarcand as 
lying on the border of the steppes, a land of sand and of 
bartenness, only fit for nomad shepherds. Bactria- was, 
and indeed still is, a province of great natural wealth, once 
fertile in all the produce, except olives, valued by civilised 
men-cattle, corn, and wine, and, moreover, the natural 
centre-point in which the caravans from China and from 
India met on their way by the Caspian and Caucasus into 
Europe. When Darius waS defeated, it was the satrap of 
this province, then Spitamenes of Sogdiana, who took the 
lead, and the country possessed a wealthy aristocracy 
dwelling in strong castles, and going out to war with their 
retainers-an aristocracy proud enough to furnish a suitable 
queen to the great conqueror himself. Here then, somewhere 
about 250 B.c., Diodotus established himself as king of 
Bactria. His example was followed by the satrap of Areia, 
the next province to the south, and indeed by other satraps, 
whose exact dominions within Bactria, Sogdiana, "and Areia 

"we cannot distinguish. 
It seems quite certain that the great synod of Buddhists 

which A~oka held in the thirteenth year of his reign, and in 
which the doctrines of the faith were revived and purified, 
took place before the revolt of these provinces from 
Antiochus Theos. For A~oka mentions in the inscriptions 
which he ordered to be inscribed in stone, and set up all 
through his kingdom in both full and abbreviated texts, 
that he sent out· his missionaries with cures of herbs for 
men and beasts as far as Antiyaka (Antiochus II), Turamaya 
(Ptolemy II), Maga (of Cyrene), and Alissandra (of Epirus), 
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and that they also listened favourably to the preaching of 
the Buddhist gospel,1 He therefore had friendly relations 
so far with the kings of the West, though it is highly im
probable that his envoys reached Cyrene and Epirus-nay, 
even that the two kings mentioned, who died about 258 
B.C., were alive at the time of his mission, which took place 
about that very year. If,. therefore, Diodotus had been 
established as king at Bactria, it seems certain that A~oka 
would have mentioned him, seeing that he enumerates all 
the neighbouring states and nations as having received his 
missionaries. 

Nevertheless this great and brilliant reign of A~oka, and 
the extraordinary spread of the Buddhist religion, did more 
than anything else fo stop the eastward progress of Hellenism . 

. Though A~oka boasts that in accordance with his faith he 
was tolerant of all other creeds, and only sought the moral 
and spiritUal regeneration of mankind, it is quite certain 
that the dogma, the miracles, the monasticism, the relic
worship, the abnegation of the new gospel, were not only 
quite strange to Hellenistic feeling, but established a strong 
national Indian feeling, which could resist all encroachment 
of foreign fashions. This, I think, accounts for the fact 
that though all the extant remains of antiquity in North
Western India begin with A~oka,-there is nothing earlier 
known,-and though we have from his day various monu
ments, there is no trace of Hellenistic influence at that date. 

The rise of Diodotus in Bactria was followed by the 
revolt of Arsaces in Parthia (to the west of Bactria), and the 
establishment of that kingdom, afterwards so famous, as a 

1 He was commonly supposed to have asserted their conversion, but 
the recent careful analysis of Senart-in the.Joumal asialique for 1885, 
p. 290 sq.-tends to show that the king speaks positively only of his 
remedies being accepted, and quite generally of the courteous receptions 
of his religion, without asserting any further consequences. 
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distinct protest of the native population against the Mace
donian sway. The Arsacids were for a long time weaker than 
their Bactrian neighbours. The Parthian was only able to 
withstand' Seleucus Callinicus, but fled away when Antiochus 
the Great made his victorious campaign into the East. l 

The Bactrian house of Diodotus had been already displaced 
by another line, but the opponent whom Antiochus found 
there, with whom he. made peace and a treaty, was Euthy
demus, whose kingdom seems to have spread from Areia 
northward into Bactria. Presently the Parthians grew 
stronger and seized most of Bactria, so making a great 
barrier between the eastern and western Hellenism of 
Asia. But the new Greek kingdom extended itself to the 
South and East. After the death of A~oka and his son 
their great kingdom began to decay, and Strabo tells us 
that the Indo-Greek king Menander owned 1000 cities in 
India. • So popular,' says Plutarch (rei). ger. prlZc. 28), 
• was this king, that when during a campaign he died 
in his camp his obsequies were celebrated by aU his 
cities in common, and there ensued a quarrel for the 
possession of his remains, which they with difficulty settled 
by dividing his ashes, of which each carrying home its 
s~are set up in every city a monument to the king.' This 
reminds us of the contest over the remains of Alexander, 
which Ptolemy secured for Egypt.2 We 'know too of a 
Eucrates, who in truly Hellenis.tic fashion founded a new 
capital, Eucratideia. This Grreco-Indian kingdom, which 
lasted through the second century B.C., was the kingdom 
which seems to have influenced India far more than the 
earlier Grreco-Bactrian monarchy. The existence of both, 
asserted by Strabo and justin, has of recent years been 
further established by the discovery of a vast number of 

1 Greek Life and Thought, p. 398. I Ibid. p. 197. 
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coins, purely Greek in the case of Diodotus, Euthydemus, 
and the earlier sovrans, and of the best workmanship, then 
gradually debased in artistic value, adopting Indian script 
beside the Greek, and finally lapsing back again into purely 
oriental work. 

These coins have excited the liveliest interest, and able 
numismatists have sought to reconstitute the proper-series and 
the relations of the many kings-at least twelve are known 
-from the workmanship and the titles on these medals. 
I am loth to say one word against these acute and patient 
inquirers, who have certainly taught us a great deal; but still 
I cannot accept many of their hypotheses, which seem to 
me wanting in a sound perception of the nature of evidence. 
Thus when Lassen argues, as he often does, that a certain 
king must have reigned a short time, because his now extant 
coins are very few, he surely argues from what may be the 
mere accident of non-discovery as if it were a positive fact. 
It seems to me also that the beautiful coinage of these kings 
has been too readily taken as evidence of general Hellenistic 
culture in their dominions.l It may have been an almost 
isolated Hellenistic feature. We know that the Arsacids 
for a long time to come had their coinage struck by the 
Greek cities which they tolerated as Hellenistic islands in 
their thoroughly oriental constitution. Seleucia on the 
Tigris, for example, which entitIes one of them Philhellene 
on account of his favours, was no specimen of the rest, of 
Parthia., nor could these kings have laid claim to much else 
than their coinage as a proof that they were influenced by 
Alexander's conquests. 

Had we no further evidence than coins, the case of 
Euthydemus and Eucrates might not be much stronger. 

1 The history of these Greeks and the Arsacid reaction will be found 
in Strabo, xl. 9. 
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But the summary of Strabo from Apollodorus of Artemita, 
in addition to the collections of 'coins just mentioned, and 
the distinct traces of Hellenistic influence in architectural 
remains 'throughout the Punjab, make the existence of a 
Grreco-Indian culture indisputable. 

According to the English antiquarians, who have spent 
years in studying these remains, Alexander's conquest pro
duced a perfect. revolution in Indian architecture, for till 
that day the people on the Indus and the Ganges had not 
known the use of stone in building! This theory seems to 
me to have been established on the authority of the architect 
Fergusson, who maintained it not only in his general History 
but in a special work on Indian building. It is the sudden 
appearance of stone pillars carved with Ac;;oka's inscriptions 
in many parts of India, together with the total absence of 
any earlier dated building or carving in stone, which has 
determined Fergusson and his school. On the other hand, 
Rajendralala Mitra, l in contesting this view, has asserted the 
far greater antiquity of some of the cave-dwellings, in which 
the natural features are much modified both by cutting and 
by ornament, and has urged the great improbability that any 
old and advanced culture, such as' that of India, should 
exist without this obvious discovery. 

The author also extracts from early Indian books, such as 
the MahabMrata, allusions to stone-building and sculpture. 
But whether this epic is indeed from the sixth century B.C., 

and not posterior to Ac;;oka, is a matter of dispute. It is, 
indeed, true that the early stone - buildings found and 
described by Fergusson showed clear imitations of wooden 
structure, such as we might expect from the earliest attempts 
in stone; but Rajendralala shows that quite recent buildings 
in Moham'medan times, even down to our fifteenth and 

1 In his work on the antiquities of Orissa. 
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sixteenth centuries, show the same close imitation of wood
work, so that this feature is no proof, in India, of the 
novelty of the art. 

Let me add that the argument from the absence of evi
dence is very weak when applied to a far-gone time, for we can 
show astonishing gaps of tradition in even recent centuries; 
and there are nations who consider the destruction of earlier 
work n9t only natural, but even a proper assertion of a new 
faith and a new civilisation. The spreading of Buddhism 
by A«oka, the grandson of the Sandracottus (Chandragupta) 
whom Megasthenes visited, was no doubt a great epoch in 
Indian history, and . the multiplication of his stone records 
quite a novelty; but to postulate that this ready and 
apparently familiar use of a very hard. material was a foreign 
importation see~s hardly reasonable. 

The advocates on either side seem not to have thought 
of examining the evidence of Megasthenes, where both 
might have found curious support. For in the first place 
his statement that the walls of Palimbothra were made of 
wood, with apertures for shooting at the enemy, l seems to 
imply that stone walls were not used. But the valley of the 
Ganges about Patna is very devoid of stone, and it is quite 
possible that the floods of the river, which seem to have 
carried away every trace of this ancient capital, made it 
desirable to have some light and pervious or even remov
able fortification. 

On the other hand Megasthenes notes 2 the pkilotulmia 
or mechanical talent of the race in imitating what they found 
novel among the invading Macedonians-how they manu
factured imitation sponges, and adopted the strigil and oil
flask of the Greeks. Is it likely that when mentioning such 

1 £JJ).IPOP .... plp0).op 'xov0'4P. Meg. in Strabo, xv. I, § 36. 
2 Strabo, xv. I, § 67. 
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facts he would have omitted noticing the adoption of· so all- . 
important a novelty as the use of stone-building? I can 
hardly think so, and, though unable 'to bring any further 
light to bear upon the question, incline to agree with the 
patriotic view of the Indian scholar, who naturally desires 
to ascribe' to his country the most complete early 
civilisation . 

. If, however, there was, as Cunningham asserts, a sudden 
development of stone architecture about the middle of the 
third century B.C., which degenerated rapidly in about 300 

years into oriental barbarism, what are the evidences of this 
decadence? It is likely enough that many designs !ire set 
down as Hellenistic which are really indigenous in concep
tion. Thus there are festive scenes set down as Dionysiac 
which need have no other origin than the delight in revelry 
and its connection with religion which we find in many di
verse races.! Thus again when we are told 2 that the figures 
of Surya (the sun) with four horses point to a Greek original, 
I should like to see it proven that the Indians never drove 
four horses abreast, and could 'not have originated that 
design. S The Tritons and spearmen to be seen on A\;oka's 
railings at Buddha Gaya are interpreted by Cunningham in 
the same way,' but I will allow only this much to his 
argument, that a multiplication of these analogies gradually 
produces the conviction of their value as evidence. 

Far more definite, however, than argument from sculptural 

1 Cf. on this point F. S. Growse, in /ounud oJ Asiatic SO(. of 
Bengal for 1875. p. 213. 

I Cunningham's ArcMological Survey. iii. 97. . 
B He quotes the Vedas to show that seven was the Indian number 

of these horses. But when carving in stone the artists may have been 
content to give four, as the representation of seven would offer great 
technical difficulties as well as difficulties of design. 

• Op. cit. p. 100.. 
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types are the lessons to be learned from the use of Greek 
forms in the bases at:ld capitals of pillars. Unfortunately 
the extant specimens are not very early; they belong not 
to the first days of Hellenism, but to the epoch treated 
in the present volume, their dates ranging from about 40 B.C. 

to 100 A.D-that is to say, alter the splendours of Menander 
and Eucrates were gone by, and the national reaction was 
reducing everything to its oriental leveL We have, how
ever" specimens of Greek capitals during this epoch, which 
Cunningham classifies 1 as Indo- Doric (in Kashmir) j 

Indo-Ionic (at Taxila) j Indo-Corinthian (in the Kabul 
valley). Of these the' first is represented by some 
specimens so late and'so barbarous as to have little weight 
in the discussion. The very simple form of the Doric 
piIIar and capital is easily developed from the mere practical 
conditions of making a stone support, and as I do not think 
the well-known examples at Beni-Hassan (in Egypt) of such 
primitive piIIars prove any connection with the Greek Doric, 
so I think' in these examples from Kashmir that the re
semblances may be merely accidentaL 2 

It is not so with the Ionic capital discovered at Taxila 
(Shah-dheri, north of Lahore), and now preserved in the. 
Museum of Lahore. This no doubt belongs to the temple 
described in the very mendacious life of Apollonius of 
Tyana as being of great size with a complete peristyle, but 
having the walls covered with metal reliefs in gold, silver, 
oricha1cum, bronze, and iron, representing the wars of 

'I Cf. Artlt. Survey, iii. preface, p.v.; v. 69, 85, and Appendix 
A, with the plates of illustration -a most interesting collection of 
materials. 

I The example given in the plates at the end of the volume I am 
now citing is indeed very suggestive of a Greek origin, especially in its 
fluting, with sharp arrises. The capital is considerably modified, but 
on the whole some far-off echo of Greek style is probable. 
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Alexander with Porus.! But if the temple had indeed been 
a rich Hellenistic temple covered with ornament, how can 
we. account for the extremely simple and archaic character 
of the capital in question, which might indeed be fairly 
used to prove that the Ionic order originated in the far 
East, and was derived by the lonians from oriental models? 
I can only argue from the careful description and illustration 
of this temple by Cunningham,2 for neither a photograph nor 
any illustrated catalogue of the objects in the Museum at 
Lahore is to be obtained in Europe.s What is still more 
puzzling concerning this temple is its, late date, for under 
the foundation was discovered a formal deposit of coins 
of king Azas, dating from about 80 B.C. SO then these 
apparently Hellenistic influences were surviving long after 
the acknowledged decay of all Greek domination in the 
East. 

This is eminently the case with the beautiful specimens 
of Corinthian pillars and pilasters given in the same volume.4 

These, while showing a masterly application of the acanthus 
leaf ornament, introduce figures in the capital, a perfectly 
free and original treatment of the feature derived from 
Greek architecture.5 But these also date from the first 
century, and may possibly have been the work of artists 
who had visited the Grreco-Roman world. It is more 
likely, however, that they are directly due to the influence 
of the older Indo-Greek civilisation, and so we can trace with 

1 Philostratus, Vita Apoll. ii. 20. 

2 Anh. Survey, v. 69 sq. 
3 Even the kind' solicitations made by high officials' on 'my behalf 

have failed to procure me this catalogue. 
4 Cf. op. cit. Appendix A. 
6 These highly ornamental pillars, with their very wide.-spreading 

capitals, seem to have stood alone, with a figure or figures set up upon 
them. This too is a Greek, or a GrIEco-Roman fashion. 
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considerable evidence a collateral action of western culture 
corroborating the inferences from the coins. 

We are told by the geographers that in far later days the 
old Indo-Greek coins were still current in commerce with 
nations at the mouth of the Indus,l and Strabo preserves 
for us from Nicolaus Damascenus (a very respectable 
authority) the following remarkable proof of the persistence 
even of the Greek language as the organ of diplomacy up 
to the Christian era. ' He said that at Antioch he had met 
with the Indian ambassadors who had been sent to Cresar 
Augustus. Most of them had been killed or laid up by the 
length of the journey, three only had reached Antioch, with 
a missive written in Greek on a leather skin' (parchment) 
'containing polite messages from Porus' (as the Indian king 
was entitled), 'with sundry presents, among which was a 
creature called Hermas, from his resemblance to the pillars 
of that name, his arms having been taken off at the shoulder.' 
This person Strabo himself saw at Rome. 

Thus then as regards material civilisation the Greeks 
had done not a little in the far East. They had founded 
kingdoms, built cities, coined money, dedicated ttmples, 
and showed to the natives of the Indus and Upper Ganges 
a culture widely different from· that of the eastern Aryans. 
But the genius of these nations was too different in kind 
from that of Europe for any permanent assimilation. 
Superficial imitations were possible, and they were many; 
we cannot point to a single spiritual legacy left by the 
successors of Alexander to these remote conquests, unless 
it be the drama. And here we come upon a most interest
ing, but a very difficult literary problem. 

1 The author of the PeriJlus (probably in the second century A.D.) 

says :-6.</> o~ P£X!" pfJp ip Bap1I')Iul"ols ".a"al41 "'PlIXwPOVI1' 8paX)J41 
'Ypdp,JMl.I1IP 'E""7/vIICoi's I-yIC.xapa'YP£vllC /"./I17/JL!l "WP JLfT' 'AJllca.6pov 
{jf{jal1l"EuIClrrwP • A".o"'-o6oTou ICal M.vu.apou, 
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The principal plays in _Indian literature have been 
translated by the late Professor -H. H. Wilson,l with"a very 
instructive preface upon the rules and precedents of this 
peculiar drama. Their Poetics had been elaborated with 
the usual love of intricacy shown by oriental scholars, so 
that there is a luxury of directions quite grotesque to 
the European reader." Thus the types of the chief 
character, according to the emotions he is to portray, are 
divided and subdivided till they reach 144 vaxieties 12 
Tragedy and comedy axe not very clearly distinguished, 
as a happy ending is prescribed even to the most 
serious pieces, so that the modern -melodrama is our 
neaxest parallel. Indeed, as Wilson has shown cleaxly 
enough,3 there are analogies to be found both" to the 
Greek, the French, and the English dIama, and he very 
naturally ascribes these to the uniformity of the conditions 
required by any stage, and the certainty that all civilised 
men will endeavour to solve similar problems by similax 
devices. The" wide divergences, therefot:e, of the Indian 
drama from the Greek, in many details, combined with its 
close resemblances tQ the modern European plays which 
owe least to classic sources, have persuaded Wilson" that 
he has before him a perfectly original and independent 
development. Christian Lassen also, a far higher authority, 
pointing to the fact that the habit of attending plays is 
implied in the oldest Buddhistic writings, evidently attri
butes the origin of the Indian drama to an age prior to 
all Hellenistic influences, which he formally rejects.' He 

1 Select SPecimens of the Theatr:e of the Hindus, 2 vols., 2d ed., 
London, 1835. 

2 op. ,it. introduction, p. lxiv. 
3 op. cit. preface. " 
4 Ind. Alterthumskunde, ii. 507. 
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considers it to have arisen olit of dances and songs to the 
gods, .quite in the manner of the Greek drama. 

I know not how much either author may have known of 
the Hellenistic drama and its diffusion through the East; 
how much either may have underrated the importance and 
long persistence of Indo-Greek culture in the kingdoms of 
Euthydemus and of Eucrates. But to us who have recovered 
many more traces of this culture than were known in 
Wilson's day, the filiation of these plays from Greek patterns 
will appear almost certain. 

We have indeed a gap between the decay of Greek 
civilisation in the second century and the composition of 
the extant Indian plays, which may not be of earlier date 
than what we should call the Middle Ages. The particular 
examples which Wilson cites, though he evidently believes 
their antiquity exaggerated, do not profess t9 be older than 
the first century B.C., and very few even of that age. It is 
much more likely that none of them arose till the habit of 
hearing Greek plays had died out, which could hardly have 
been the case till the second century A.D. I But the majority 
are probably far more recent. While this long interval 
makes it quite reasonable to expect wide variations and new 
developments from any Greek original, we must note, on 
the other hand, that the whole tone of the Indian drama is 
archaic; the language of the principal characters being 
Sanskrit, the speaking"of which was.1ong since extinct among 
men; the language even of the inferior parts being a 
Prakrit or vulgar dialect far removed from ordinary life, 
and highly artificia1.2 Thus these plays can never have 
been easily understood, and required much commentary, 

1 This is the date assigned to the oldest of them, the Mrikkakatika, 
by Lassen, Inti. Alt. ii. 512. 

I Wilson,o}. cit. p.lxiii. sqq. 
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which was added by way of prologue to the performance, 
even for those grandees and their households before whom 
they were produced. 

This use of a non-vernacular language either points to 
an origin of vast antiquity, which no Indian scholar ever 
suggests, or else-and I think very distinctly-to the copying 
of those "Greek plays which were long in vogue at the 
Indian courts by strolling companies of Dionysiac players 
for the amusement of princes; who were, or posed as, 
Greeks, wltile the majority of their retinue must have found 
the dialogue quite incomprehensible. In the well known 
case of Euripides's Bacc1ue, acted at the Parthian court, when 
the head of Crassus was brought in, we have an example 
of the model which native poets would emulate. It was 
the fashion to hear plays, in a foreign language, and a time 
came when that langu;.1ge was an archaic foreign language, 
which those of the former generation had understood better 
than those of to-day. There were no Greek theatres built 
in India, but. an extempore stage was constructed in the 
court of a palace by these strolling companies. At the 
same time they were not like the strolling players of modem 
times, often mountebanks or paupers, trying to earn a 
miserable livelihood, and treated with contempt, but guilds 
in the service of Dionysus, of much wealth and importance, 
and a necessary adjunct to every Hellenistic feast, or 
founding of a city. All these features are carefully repro
duced in the Indian drama, 1 and what could be more 

1 'Companies of actors in India must have been common at an early 
date [Wilson appears to know nothing of the Greek stro11ing companies]. 
and must have been reputable, for the"" inductions" often refer to the 
poets as their personal friends, and a poet of tolerable. merit in India. 
under the ancient rlgime, was the friend and associate of sages and 
kings . 

• The Hindu actors were apparently never classed with vagabonds or 
D 
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natural than to compose plays in a purely literary form of 
Indian speech, when the habit of hearing Greek plays died 
out for want of either players to act them or princes to 
patronise them? The number of extant Indian plays is 
only about sixty, and no author is credited with more than 
three-another evidence that this drama is neither very old 
nor really national. It appears to me nothing more than 
an attempt to keep alive a foreign drama by means of 
indigenous talent, successful to a certain extent, and giving 
rise to much theory and commentary, as might be expected 
in a very subtle metaphysical society of scholars, but in 
reality the last echo of the Hellenistic kingdoms, which 
once had promised to subdue· the regions of the East to 
western language and western civilisation. 

This view of the question has be\!n adopted by eminent 
recent Indianists, Weber, Brandes, and Windisch, the last 
of whom has given an excellent summary of the arguments 
in a special tract.1 These scholars do not indeed maintain 
that the Indian drama owes its ongin to the Greek, but 
rather that some rude mimic representations of earlier days 
were transformed by Hellenistic contact into the sort of 
play now extant. It appears that the worship of Viva was 
near enough in character to that of Dionysus to allow of a 
transference, and that the Indian plays were produced at the 

menials. • • . As to theatrical edifices, the manners of the people and 
the nature of the climate were adverse to their existence, and the 
spacious open courts of the dwellings of persons of consequence were 
adapted to the purposes of dramatic representation. We should never 
forget that the Hindu drama was not exhibited as an ordinary occur
rence, or an amusement of the people, but that it was part of an 
occasional celebration of some solemn or religious festival' (Wilson, 
DP. cit. p. lxvi.) One might use these very words to describe the per
formances of the Hellenistic Dionysiac troupes in the East_ 

1 Del" cried,. Einjluss im Indisd,etI Drama. Berlin, J88z. 
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spring feasts of that Indian god. Windisch ha~ gone 
seriatim through the characters of the Greek drama, and has 
shown that in the earliest extant Indian play, which he 
takes to be the Toy-cart (translated in Wilson's first volume), 
the stock figures of the new Attic comedy, reproduced in 
the Roman comedy, are distinctly to be traced. He notes 
that the whole idea of representing ordinary life, with 
courtesans, parasites, etc. is so opposed to what we know of 
old Indian literature as to point strongly to a foreign in-· 
fiuence. The number and arrangement of the actors, the 
disposition of acts and scenes, are all analogous to those in 
Plautus and Terence, though not without many changes 
required by Indian life and habits. It can surely be no 
accident that the curtain which concealed the green room 
behind the scene, and so formed the background, is called 
yavanikd, the Greek curtain. In the Toy-cart the rais
ing of the virtuous courtesan to a rank of respectability 
by her marriage in the end of the play, is a feature foreign 
to old Indian life. 1 The device of recognition by toys or 
amulets is also Greek. I must refer the reader for many 
further details to the tract in question. 

The author shows with great ability that the later 
_ specimens of this drama drift away from the Greek 
traditions, and become more and more purely Indian, 
even in their religion. The special worship of yiva 
is replaced by that of Vishnu. But, I think,he does 
not appreciate the ·very great importance of the manager 
or impresario (who was often the leading actor) in a 
company of strolling players, who had to carry with 
them, or find their 'properties,' and construct their own 
stage for each performance. This is the meaning of the 
manager in Indian drama being called by a name which 

1 OJ. cit. p. 30. 
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also means architect.. this is the cause of the import
ance of the prologue. The religious address or prayer 
(Nandi) seems to have been spoken by a special personage, 
perhaps no Greek layman. 

This drama then, the beautiful Corinthian decorations of 
some temples, and the adoption of Greek ornament in Indian 
building, together with the wealth of Hellenistic coins, are 
the total result now remaining of the influences of Greek 
culture upon the far East.! It does not seem necessary to 
refer these effects to the pre-Roman period of this influence, 
for neither the date of the greatest diffusion, nor the 
character of what remains, points to anything distinct from 
that Hellenism which pervaded the Roman East. It is 
therefore not improbable that Roman power and Roman 
influence had something to say to the respect with which 
these things were adopted and copied by people of purely 
oriental origin. 

The brilliancy and gradual decay into barbarism of the 
Greek kingdoms of Bactria and of India are similar, on a large 
scale, to the history of those isolated settlements about the 
Crimea and the Sea of Asov, which we shall meet in the 
wars of Mithradates, and in the travels of Dion Chrysostom. 
Here too we shall find old Greek colonies separated from 
their mother-cities, maintaining themse~ves with marvellous 
vigour, and preserving an affecting attachment to the tradi
tions and memories of their long lost Hellas. But here, too, 
we cannot but see that the force of surrounding barbarism 
was too much for them i the constant struggle for existence 

1 Lassen, Inri. Alterlhums. ii. 359, though he elsewhere admits· 
some influences in architecture, sums up the whole Greek influence 
upon Bactria and India as amounting merely to a revolution in the 
art of coining; all the rest is not provable, or was merely transitory. 
I have said nothing of Hindu astronomy, but learn from experts that 

. this too shows traces of Greek influence. 
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led to weariness, to concessions which contaminated their 
purity and dissipated their energy, and so without any 
Mithradates, and without any Romans, these outlying cities, 
like Posidonia in the land of the Samnites, would have been 
ultimately barbarised out and out. It was the greatest of 
Rome's missions to protect Hellenism from this fate, even 
where this mission was performed with contempt, with in
justice, and with the oppression of those whom she pro
fessed to make free and independent. 



CHAPTER III 

HELLENISM IN SYRIA AND IN EGYPT 

I HAVE already 'alluded to the cities which remained Greek 
under the Parthian Empire. We know little about them, 
either as to their number or their importance, except indeed 
that Seleucia on the Tigris was comparable in size with 
Antioch or Alexandria. This city certainly enjoyed con
siderable privileges from the Parthian kings, and this not 
the least, that they did not quarter their household 
troops-chiefly Scythian cavalry-upon the citizens, or even 
withip. the walls of the town, but at Ctesiphon, the 
Royal Residence, some twelve miles from Seleucia. This 
residence, which by the way is also designated a Greek 
city, stood in some such relation to Seleucia as Versailles 
to Paris. Nevertheless the Greek cities felt the yoke, for 
Josephus tells us 1 that it was at their invitation that Deme-

I xiv. 5, § II, ItcU "tAp 01 TCltl-ry] (Mesopotamia and the upper pro
vinces) "E"-"-'1VES /CClI MClICE66vtS .,.uv'xws ifJ'p€"'{l.6avTa fJ'pbs Cl~cW, tl fJ'pbr 
Cl~allt dt/llIt .. Ta, frClp46':'.,..", p.a. Cl~a~s fnr''''Xva6p..va" "'U"fICClTClra"-.p.~.,. 
& 'Apvd""v Tb. Ddp/l .... {lCl.,.,>.I ... This resulted in his captivity. We hear 
that one Parthian king, Phraates, appointed a favourite, IIimerus, 
governor of Babylon, and that this man was tyrant of both Dabylon 
and Seleucia, where he committed many violences (Posidonius in 
Miiller, FRG iii, 258, 259). 
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trius Soter went into the East; hoping from thence to recover 
his kingdom. The same inducements may have enticed 
Antiochus Eusebes to make the same attempt, and with 
similar but more fatal failure. For while Demetrius 'was 
taken captive, and sent back again after some years as a 
claimant to the throne from which a new assailant 
threatened Parthia, Antiochus Eusebes killed himself when 
thoroughly defeated, . though after some initial successes. 
The Greek cities, therefore, in Upper Asia enjoyed privileges 
from, and had complaints against, their Parthian lords. 

The same was the case with the many Hellenistic cities 
of Syria and Palestine, and we are here, fortunately, better 
informed. In the period now before us (146 to 67 B.C.), 
which closes with the Roman settlement of Syria by Pompey, 
Palestine as well as Crele-Syria was recognised to belong 
to the lord of Antioch, as had been the case, nominally at 
least, ever since these lands had been wrested from Egypt 
by Antiochus the Great. The sixth Ptolemy (Philometor) 
had indeed for a moment conquered Syria, and was actually 
crowned with the double diadem of Syria and Egypt at 
Antioch, but his death in battIe in that very campaign 
(147 B.C.) had caused the retreat of his army, and his 
brother, Ptolemy VII (Physcon), had never essayed the 
reconquest of Palestine. But Syria, from the date just 
mentioned, and Egypt from the death of Physcon (II7 B.C.), 
fell under the misfortune of perpetually' having rival 
claimants, two brothers, or a queen-mother in conflict 
with one and aJlied to the other-a state of things which 
repeats itself with such a weariness of intricacy that the 
history of both kingdoms during their decadence is justly 
abandoned to a few specialists. 

If the memoirs of this time were preserved to us, no 
doubt all these complications of dynastic struggles would 
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regain a lasting interest. For example Athenreus tells 
of Alexander Bala, how he had at his court a man of 
Seleucia called Diogenes, who posed as an Epicurean 
philosopher, though the king usually favoured the Stoics. 
The king humoured him, in spite of his mean qualities, his 
jealousy and his backbiting, for the fun of the thing, and 
even granted his very unphilosophic request to let him wear 
a purple tunic and a gold crown with a figure of Virtue set 
in its front, and call himself her priest. These ornaments 
Diogenes gave away to a singing woman of whom he 
was enamoured. Whereupon the king, hearing of this, 
gave a feast to philosophers and distinguished men, and 
when Diogenesappeared, asked him where his dress and 

-crown were. Upon his giving an evasive answer, the king 
ordered the musicians to come before him, when the singing 
woman appeared in the philosopher's dress. 

This Alexander was of gentle disposition and fond of 
_ letters. But Antiochus Sidetes, a much abler man, when 

he attained the throne, put Diogenes to death, on ac
count of his abusive tongue. Here the contrast of the 
gentle and laughter-loving Alexander both to the harsh and 
unpopular Demetrius and to the downright Antiochus 
Sidetes is made clear. It seems that Antiochus did not 
content himself with silencing Diogenes, but that he ex
pelled all professed philosophers from Syria, as we read in 
Athenreus.1 The king's rescript to Phanias (probably his 
commander-in-chief or prime minister) is quoted verbatim: 
'We have already directed you that no philosopher shall 
stay in the city or district, yet we hear there are not a few, 
and that they debauch the young, owing to my orders not 
being carried out. Upon receipt therefore of this letter, 
issue a decree to expel all philosophers, threatening any 

1 v. p. 211 ; xiii. p. 547. 
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. youths found in their company. with hanging, and their 
parents with the gravest censure. Let there be no mistake 
about this.' Athenreus is probably right in inferring a great 
diffusion of Epicurean teaching as the probable cause of 
such a decree. 

The point of interest to us in the complicated and 
bloody struggles for the Syrian and the Egyptian succession 
which we have just mentioned is that the intermediate and 
lesser powers, the Jews, and the free Greek cities on the Philis
tine coast, or in the valleys of the Jordan and the Orontes, 
were petted and honoured by the rival princes, who were 
constantly outbidding each other by granting privileges and 
remitting imposts. It is this condition of the Syrian power 
which explains the rise and consolidation of the Maccabees, 
till with John Hyrcanus and Alexander Jannreus they 
became strong enough to make conquests and secure for 
themselves a considerable part of Crele-Syria. It is this 
condition of things also which accounts for the importance 
in population, trade and wealth of the Greek cities, especially 
those on the coast, like Ptolemais and Gaza, which obtained 
from the Syrian kings autonomy, and marked it by dating 
from an era I-most of these local city eras start about 120 

B.c.-by a coinage of their own, and by other regular Greek 
phenomena, such as even the frequent occurrence oftyrants.2 

These cities always paid some tax, levied by themselves 
upon their citizens, and were probably obliged to contribute 
soldiers to their suzerain. But war was now a lucrative 
trade, so much so that mercenary service was considered an 
honour and not a burde~ by the non-Hellenic population 

1 Cf. Stark's Casa, p. 474, for details.' 
2 Cf. Stark (oj. cit. p. 478), who mentions nine of them. He thinks 

the example of tribal chiefs among the surrounding nomads had some 
effect on the cities, in addition to the ordinary political causes operating 
in every small Greek autonomy of the kind. 
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of these lands. And it must have been a safety-valve 
even for the Hellenistic towns to provide the young and 
turbulent with foreign service. The weaknesses, therefore, 
of the great Hellenistic empires were on the whole a source 
of strength and of prosperity to those frequent but isolated 
cities, which represented Greek city culture all through 
Palestine, Phrenicia and Syria.1 

But a great danger arose from' the action of the same 
causes upon the nation of the Jews. For as the Jews grew 
in power they developed the notion of a far stricter sov
ranty over the lands which they incorporated in their 
empire. Not that the dynasty of the Maccabees was free 
from Hellenistic influences, or averse to adopting Hellenistic 
culture. Judas and his brothers were at first little more 
than Jewish insurgents, who took to the mountains, and 
maintained themselves as patriot bandits have often done 
since. When they came gradually to be recognised, and 
treated by the Seleucids as allies, or provincial governors, 
according to the needs of the moment, their views ex
panded, and they developed into Hellenistic princes. 

The interesting thirteenth book of Josephus's Anlitjuilies2 

gives ample proof of both policies in the Maccabees
on the one hand their fierce Semitism in subduing 
their neighbours and compelling them to adopt Jewish 
customs, on the other hand their constant intercourse with 
Hellenism. The first formal ruler, Simon, who declares 

1 The condition of the Roman colonies, when the Imperial power 
waned, is not without strong analogies to the present case. These out
lying cities were permitted, or compelled by circumstances, to assert 
themselves, and ultimately formed the nuclei of new political systems. 
Had the Roman power not intervened in Syria, and had the Seleucids 
left no equally vigorous successor, some such results as happened in the 
later Roman Empire would have ensued. 

• Especially cap. viii. si. 
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Jewish independence in 143 a.c. is indeed called by Josephus 
elknarcll and Euergetes (xiii. 6, § 7). But this may be the 
translation of a Jewish title into the most current Greek. 
His successor Hyrcanus was defeated by Antiochus Sidetes, 
but the conquest only resulted in a closer alliance with the 
Syrian king. Hyrcanus opened (says Josephus, xiii. 8, § 4) 
the tomb of David, and took out 3000 talents of silver, with 
which he, first of the Maccabees, raised a mercenary army. 
He moreover accompanied Antiochus with his forces in 
the campaign against the Parthians. Upon the death of 
Antiochus he forthwith, like a true Hellenistic king, set 
upon the cities of his ally, as well as upon the Idumeans, 
and made all those he conquered conform to Jewish rites. 
But while he was a stem nationalist in this respect, he takes 
pains to send an embassy to Rome, to obtain the support of 
the Senate against Syria. 1 and the very names of the am
bassadors-Simon, son of Dositheus; Apollonius, son of 
Alexander; and Diodorus, son of Jason, cultivated men, 
(iiv8pES ICa.A.ol 1Ca.1 tlya.80l), who doubtless spoke Greek 
perfectly at Rome-show the worldly side of John Hyr
canus. They were treated with ~istinction by the Senate, 
and their expenses for the home journey defrayed. 

The death of Antiochus Sidetes, and the succeeding 
conflict between two new Antiochuses (Cyzicenus and 
Grypus) and Alexander Zebinas gave Hyrcanus rare 
opportunities. C For after the death of Antiochus he 
revolted from the Macedonians, and was neither their 
subject nor their friend, but greatly strengthened his own 
power and wealth, while they were engaged in mutual 
conflicts.' This was the time he chose to destroy Samaria, 

I The date appears to be 129 B.c., in which year C. Sempr. Tudi
tanus and M'. Aquillius were consuls. The text of Josephus has L 
Mannius L [ (xiii. 9. § 2). 
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a centre not only for the opposing worship of Mount Gerizim, 
but also for Hellenic religion and manners. Yet the sons 
whom he sent to perform this national undertaking were 
called Antigonus and Arislobulus. 

The struggles of Hyrcanus with the Sadducees and 
Pharisees do not concern us here, interesting as they are, 1 

and we pass on to Aristobulus, who turns his high priest
hood into a regular Hellenistic royalty, and assumes the 
diadem of the Hellenistic kings. 

But I will pause for a moment to comment upon 
another feature in thes,e days of decline and death-struggle 
among the fragments of Alexander's empire. In Syria, in 
Judrea, in Egypt, we have queen-mothers left in command, 
and controlling their sons, the rightful kings, with both 
force and fraud. Aristobulus began by putting to death his 
mother (whom Hyrcanus had left in sole control) 2 as well 
as his brother; the remorse of these crimes brought on him 
a disease of which he died in a year. He was in policy a 
Hellenist (XP1J/1.I1.Tlul1.s p.~v <p£Ao..A,,/V), but in his conquest of 
Iturrea compelled all the inhabitants either to migrate or 
adopt Jewish rites. UP?n his death the widow Salome, 
called by the Greeks Alexandra, takes as usual a prominent 
part, and sets up as king J annreus Alexander, who completes 
the policy of the dynasty by subduing the strong Greek 
cities of the coast. 

The long war about the coast fortress Ptolemais, in 
which Ptolemy Lathyrus of Egypt, his regent mother 
Cleopatra (Cocce), with her Jewish generals Chalcias and 
Ananias, and others, took part, ended in the complete 

1 Josephus, Antiqq. x. 6, 7. 
, iKdv7Jv 'Yap 'TpKQJlaS 'TWV 8Awv KVp!QJI KIlTf'-iAo!.".." Josephus, xi. 1. 

See also J os. xiii. 16, § 6, on the character of Alexandra. He speaks 
similarly of Tryphrena, Selene, and others. 
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devastation of the coast. The destruction of Gaza, a 
regular Greek city of very considerable importance, was a 
deathblow to Hellenistic civilisation in that part of the 
world. 1 The inhabitants became bandits, mercenaries, 
and pirates, and· the trade of the Eastern Mediterranean 
II!ust have suffered terribly till Pompey pacified the East. 
'For then, since there were so many and continuous 
simultaneous wars, and many cities were cleared of their 
inhabitants, and even those who had escaped from them 
were outlaws, so that they were nowhere safe, many men 
turned to a life of rapine. Now robbery on land, as it was 
within the observation of settled societies, and left its traces 
manifest, was sure to be stopped. But piracy became 
rampant. For the Romans being otherwise engaged, it had 
time to spread widely over the seas, and become organised.' 2 

The list of the cities which Hyrcanus conquered is given 
by Josephus; S it includes many of the Greek cities of 
the interior, such as Scythopolis and Pella, which he 
destroyed because they absolutely refused to adopt Jewish 
customs. This then was a great and serious blow to 
Hellenism, perhal's more lasting than was dealt any
where else in the world, for after all in other anti-Hellenic 
conquests the Hellenistic sentiment was dominant, whereas 
in J udrea it was overruled in the kings by the narrow and 
zealous sect of the Pharisees. 

It was owing to this wholesale subjugation and even de
struction of the Syrian Hellenistic cities that not only the 
Arabs or Bedouin, who have always infested the inner 
country, appear now as an important military power in-

1 Ascalon saved itself by timely and complete submission. Ptolemais, 
the stronghold of the queen Selene, was not taken by Tigranes till 
just before the advent of Lucullus. 

S Dion Cassius, xxxvi. 3. 
8 Antiqq. xiii. 15. § 4-
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vading Syria and Palestine, but also that Tigranes and the 
Parthians were actually able to subdue and hold Syria. It 
was, in fact, the advent of the Romans and the recon
stitution ofthese cities by Pompey, and afterwards by Herod, 
as free Greek cities, which reintroduced a certain spurious 
kind of Hellenism-Roman Hellenism-into the once well 
cultivated and civilised regions of Cre1e-Syria, Sidon, and 
1'hll.;"tia.1 . 

We may judge from the fragments of Posidonius I that 
there had been not only great wealth but great luxury in 
these cities. 'On account of the fertility of the country, 
and the absence of any necessity for toil, they had frequent 
meetings at which they feasted, using their gymnasia as 
baths, anointing themselves with rich oil and unguents, 
and dwelling in their schools' (so they called their public 
dining-halls) 'as if in houses, surfeiting themselves there 
with meats and wines, and even carrying away much; listen
ing to the music of the loud lyre, so that whole cities re-

1 The accurate determination of the Hellenistic and Aramaic cities 
respectively is not easy, and has been attempted by B. Stark in his 
learned and careful book on Gaza and the Philistine Coast, p. 447 s'l., 
as well as by Schiirer in his more recent Histllf')' of Israel about tile 
Christian Era. The first point of interest is to separate the Egyptian 
from the Syrian foundations. Names ending with dAn point to a usual 
formation in GrlECO-Egyptian foundations, and of course the Egyptians 
would naturally establish cities on the coast, while the lords of Antioch 
would occupy Ccele·Syria and the inner country. The Seleucidre 
also adopted old Greek names, such as Anthedon, Arethusa, instead of 
the composite Egyptian formations or adaptations of Ptolemaic names. 
The several cities, or rather the principal men chosen in each for that pur· 
pose, arranged the imposts and duties of the town with the royal officers, 
called hrr1.f¥XOI. or Tinrr1.f¥XOI., who raised from the country people and non· 
Greek inhabitants not only taxes on crops (the third part) and fruit 
trees (half the produce), but a capitation tax never levied on the Greeks. 

a Miiller, FHG iii. 256 ''1. The tone of the epigrams composed 
in these cities, to which I shall revert hereafter, points to the same 
conclusion. 
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echoed with these sounds.' We might imagine that it was 
from Tyre and Sidon, as Ezekiel describes them, that these 

. habits were derived; ·possibly even the famous prophecy 
against Tyre may have come to the knowledge of the Stoic 
historian: 'They shall make a spoil of thy riches, and make 
a prey of thy merchandise; and they shall break down thy 
walls, and destroy thy pleasant houses; and they shall lay 
thy stones, and thy timber, 'and thy dust, in the midst of the 
water. And I will cause the noise of thy songs to .cease; and 
the sound of thy harps shall be no more heard. And I will 
make thee a bare rock: thou shalt be a place for the spread
ing of nets.'l The whole description which follows of the 
trade of Tyre may be fairly applied to the coast cities which 
succeeded to her mercantile position after her destruction 
by Alexander. We may also imagine their morals and 
manners as not better, being largely affected by the troops 
of rich and pampered mercenaries from Crete, Rhodes, Spain, 
Galatia, as well as from Greece, a motley crowd in their streets, 
who spent their iII-gotten wealth in luxury and wantonness.· 

If we turn to the Egypt of this period we find the same 
confusion in the royal succession, the same interminable 
conflicts between mother and son, between rival brothers; 
and at Alexandria we observe a distinct decay of Greek to
gether with a rise of Jewish influence, especially since two 
Jews, Chalcias and Ananias, undertook to manage the affairs 
of Queen Cleopatra Cocce, and refused to attack Pales
tine when she desired it. The Museum was therefore 
languishing, and Ammonius, who had succeeded to Aris
tarchus, was far from sustaining a reputation equal to that 
of his great predecessor. 

The chief interest which appears in the literature, or 

1 Ezek. xxvi. 12 sq. 
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fragments of literature of this period, is the interest in geo
graphy, both as science and as exploration. The scientific 
side belongs to another kind of history,l but the adventurous 
may here occupy us for a short time. The remains of 
Posidonius show with what interest a Stoic of that day 
could view the outskirts of the world. It is to this period 
that I am also disposed to· attribute many of the geo
graphical vagaries in the Life of Alexander, which became 
in fact the. Alexandrian popular fairy book, like the me
direval Cairene collection known as the Arabian Nights. 

But the account of Eudoxus, the explorer, given us at 
some length by Strabo, is too instructive not to be related 
in full .. Luckily Strabo has thought fit to tell us the whole 
story in spite of his unbelief: 

Posidonius related that in the days of the second Euergetes 
(Physcon) there came a certain Eudoxus from Cyzicus to 
Egypt on an embassy concerning a treaty, and to attend 
the festival of Persephone, and that he discoursed with the 
king and his court, particularly about the ascent of the Nile, 
as he was curious concerning peculiarities of climate, and 
was an educated man. Now it happened that at this time 
there was sent up to the king by those that guarded the 
mouth of the Red Sea an Indian, who was found half-dead 
in a boat alone, and they could not tell who or whence he 
was, as they did not understand his speech; so the king 
ordered him to be taught Greek- When the Indian had 

1 The great name of Hipparchus, the foremost astronomer in antiquity, 
marks the period now before us, as he died towards the end of the second 
century B.C. To treat of his discoveries would be to enter upou the 
history of Greek science-a formidllble study, seeing that we have a 
very large quantity of Greek mathematics surviving, written in technical 
language. Cf. the catalogue of the many authors and their writings in 
Munk, Gescn. tier Griecn. Literatur, ii. 501 sql/., and Mr. Gow's History 
of Mathematics in Alexandria. 
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learned it he told them that, sailing from India, he had been 
driven out of his course, and had lost all his comrades by 
starvation; he also undertook to show the way to the Indies 
to those appointed by the king, among whom was Eudoxus. 
They set out provided with presents, and brought back as an 
exchange-cargo spices and precious stones-some of which 
come down the rivers with pebbles, some are dug out of the 
ground, apparently solidified from moisture, like our crystals. 

But Eudoxus was cheated of his expectations, for the 
king took away from him the whole of the cargo. The 
king's death supervening, his widow Cleopatra assumed the 
power, and by her Eudoxus was again sent out with ampler 
means. On his way he was carried by winds beyond 
Ethiopia, and conciliated the natives whom he reached with 
gifts of corn and wine and sweet cakes, which they did not 
possess, and they allowed him in return a supply of water, 
and directed his course for him; he also wrote down some 
words of their language. Moreover, finding on the shore a 
wooden figure-head with a horse carved on it, he learned that 
it was the wreck of a ship with people who had come from 
the west, and he brought this figure-head home with him. 
When he got back to Egypt it was no longer Cleopatra but 
her son who reigned, and again his whole cargo was seized; 
for he was convicted of having abstracted a great deal after 
his former voyage. The figure-head he brought down to 
the merchant harbour in Alexandria, where it was at once 
recognised as belonging to Gades, where the greater mer
chants fit out large ships, the poorer small ones, which they 
call horses, from the form of the figure-head; and these sail 
as far as the river Lixus to fish on the coast of Mauretania. 
Some of the skippers at Alexandria pronounced this figure
head to belong to one of these ships, which had gone too 
far along the coast, and had never returned. 

E 
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When Eudoxus drew from this the conclusion that Libya 
must be circumnavigable, he went home, and realised all 
his property to stake it upon this venture. And first he 
went to Dicrea.rchia (Puteoli), then to Massilia (Marseilles), 
and then along the coast as far as Gades (Cadiz), making 
careful inquiries everywhere, and at last succeeded in fitting 
out one large vessel and two smaller of the nature of 
piratical barks, in which he embarked slaves trained in 
music, and physicians and other artists, and set sail for the 
Indies across the high seas with a steady west wind. But 
when his crews were weary with voyaging he was obliged 
to put in to the shore, which he greatly feared on account 
of the flux and reflux of the tides. And the very thing 
he anticipated really occurred. His big ship grounded, 
but quietly, so that it did not go to pieces until all the cargo 
and most of the timber were carried on shore. Out of the 
latter they constructed a new boat in the shape of a pente
conter, and then sailed onward till he came to people speak
ing the same tongue of which he had already (as has been 
told) written down words. Accordingly he discovered that 
these people were akin to the former Ethiopians he had 
met, and that they were neighbours to the kingdom of 
Bogos. He then abandoned the journey to the Indies and 
turned homeward, and as he went along noted an island, 
well watered and wooded, that was not inhabited. When 
he got back to Maurusia (Western Mauretania), getting rid 
of his ships he crossed by land to Bogos, and advised the 
king to take up the enterprise, but the king's counsellors pre
vailed against the traveller by showing the danger of attacks 
from any outside people, upon the kingdom, when the way 
was discovered. So when Eudoxus found out that they 
were going to send him out nominally in command of the 
proposed expedition, but that the real design was to leave 
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him on some desert island, he escaped into the Roman 
province, and thence crossed to Iberia. Having again 
provided himself with a merchant ship and a long pin
nace, so that he could keep at sea in the one and make 
expeditions along the shore with the other, he set out on 
the same journey, carrying with him farming utensils, and 
seeds, and masons, with this intention, that if delayed on 
the voyage he could winter on the island he had already 
observed, and having taken out a crop could use this 
supply to complete the expedition on which he was 
determined 

So far, said Posidonius, I can go in the narrative about 
Eudoxus, but what happened afterwards, I suppose the 
people of Gades and from Iberia would know. 

This whole narrative, so profoundly interesting in dis
closing to us a character with the boundless resource and 
ambition of a Columbus, and like him misled by under
rating the size of the earth, strikes Strabo as a mere string 
of lies, either invented by Posidonius, or told him by the 
inventor. As regards Posidonius himself, he was a man of 
high character, a Stoic philosopher, and as worthy of credit 
as Strabo himself j nor is it likely that, being a good 
traveller, and a much experienced man, he would be taken 
in by any such stories. We may therefore be sure that 
there was considerable foundation for the whole account, 
however inaccurately the details may have been reported 

Here are the main points of Strabo's criticism. How could -
any Indian be cast upon the shore of the Red Sea, for this 
sea is very narrow at the mouth, and therefore landing would 
be easy outside? How could a single survivor manage 
a considerable ship? How did he learn Greek so quickly 
as to persuade the king to carry out his plan? How could 
Euergetes want information from such a guide, seeing that 
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the road to India was already well known? How was it 
that a stranger from Cyzicus should first be entrusted with 
such an expedition, then deprived of all he brought back, 
and then again trusted with another command? Why was 
he surprised at the figure-head, seeing he himself must 
have come from the coast? How could he return 
home, for nobody was allowed to leave Alexandria without 
a passport, and this man had appropriated royal property? 
'Nor could he sail out secretly, the harbour and all other 
exits being carefully guarded by custom-house officers, 
who even now remain, as I know from having lived some 
time at Alexandria, though things are much relaxed 
since the Roman sway; then the royal guards were far 
more strict,' etc. etc. He concludes by saying that if each 
of these details is . not in itself impossible, their combined 
occurrence is out of the question. 

So far as the first part of the critique goes, it is simply 
upset by supposing that the solitary 'Indian' was driven 
not from the East, but from the South, and that he really 
belonged to the African coast, or to Madagascar. The rest 
of Strabo's objections seem to me so foolish as not to 
require any answer. The account of Eudoxus's difficulties, 
and especially of his turning about when he had got a long 
way on his first journey, is no doubt incomplete; but either 
want of provisions or a mutiny among his crew is a natural 
and adequate cause for such a failure, even in an en
thusiast, as he seems to have been. The date of these 
adventures is very well defined by the death of Ptolemy 
VII and the regency of his widow, with whom her son was 
associated shortly after; they must lie within I20-II2 B.C. 

Even the enthusiasm of remarkable individuals arises 
out of the circumstances of their generation, and we have 
ample evidence remaining to show that in this case an 



III GEOGRAPHICAL LITERATURE S3 

educated man might find plenty of books to excite his 
imagination and fire his ambition for discovery. The unity 
of the Roman sway must have tended to increase the know
ledge of, and stimulate the interest in, outlying countries. For 
the same armies now fought with Spaniards on the far coast 
of Spain, with the wild tribes of Africa beyond the bounds 
of Numidia, with the savage Cimbri and Teutones of the 
north,· with the Illyrians of the Balkan peninsula; while the 
southern regions of the Red Sea,-the Nubians, Abys
sinians, and Troglodytes had been long since a subject 
of interest to the Ptolemies. The great geographical 
stimulus given to the world by Alexander seems now in 
some sense renewed, for from the authors of the day we 
can select no inconsiderable number who devoted them
selves to descriptive geography, especially noting the 
paradoxa or strange phenomena, which the traveller ought 
to witness in each province of the world. 

The first man who got the title of II£p"'I'Y1]n/s (which 
may be best translated as guide) was Polemo, early in the 
second century B.C., and he wrote tracts on all the special 
art-centres of Greece, as well as on marvels-apparently 
a series of handbooks which were the earliest fore
runners of our Murrays and Bredekers. Long before. his 
time there had been local cicerones, who explained to such 
travellers as Herodotus or the elder Scylax the curiosities 
of their respective native towns. But now, with the in
creased solidarity of the world, and the great growth of 
travelling, both for trade and for amusement, educated 
people wanted some safer and more cultivated director, 
especially on the antiquities of historic cities. In the last 
quarter of the second century B.C. we have Mnaseas of 
Patrre; Agatharchides of Cnidos, Metrodorus of Scepsis, 
Artemidorus of Ephesus, Demetrius Callatianus. Diophan-
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tus, Basilis, l and within the next twenty years Alexander 
Polyhistor and the so-called Scymnus of Chios, all com
posing this sort of book. It is remarkable also that most 
of them made epitomes from their own, as well as from earlier 
works, showing that they lived not only in an age of reading 
but an age of hurry, when men wanted knowledge packed 
together in the smallest compass. 

Of two of these authors enough has survived to give 
us a good idea of the kind of work popular at the 
epoch which is now before us. The five books of 
Agatharchides on the Red Sea, under which he includes 
all the seas washing Arabia, were used by Diodorus so freely 
in his third book, and excerpted so copiously by Photius, 
that we seem to possess them almost complete. The author 
speaks of himself as an old man placed in the onerous and 
responsible position of tutor to a young king of Egypt, 
whom most critics take to be Ptolemy VIII (called Soter II 
and Lathyrus).2 

The most striking passage in the book, as we have it, is 
the description of the terrible slavery endured in the Nubian 
gold-mines, where a whole population of condemned people, 
with women and children, laboured night and day under the 
lash to hack out quartz rock in veins deep under the earth, 
to bring this quartz to the surface, and then to crush it and 
extract the gold The details of the • hewers' with their 
lamps tied round their heads, the • shifters,' the • under
viewers' superintending, the children used for carrying,
all this reminds one strongly of the process to be seen any 

1 Cf. Miille~'s Geog. Grad. i. p. lviii. 
I There are \,ot wanting reasons which induced Niebuhr, and since 

his day Droysen'llnd Hiller (Jalzn's Jalzrbuclz. 1867, p. 597), to ascribe 
this passage to AI istomenes, the well, known tutor and regent of Ptolemy 
V (Epiphanes). ~ven if this be the case, it is probably an extract from 
Aristomenes quot~ by Agatharchides. 
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day in the English coal-mines. 1 This mining with convict 
labour, now carried out so diligently by the Ptolemies, was 
a mere inheritance from ~he Pharaohs, whose despotism had 
been exercised for many centuries upon their subjects in 
many terrible ways, but in none more awful than this 
sustained cruelty in the sleepless search for gold within 
the bowels of the earth. 

The African shore of the Red Sea was studded all the 
way down to its mouth with stations established by the 
earlier Ptolemies, for they had soon discovered that it was 
far easier to bring up the treasures of the South, especially 
elephants, by coasting vessels than by the Nile, where the 
cataracts made unshipping necessary, and where in any case 
the Nile voyage was long and did not admit of large 
ships. The names of these stations, which were almost all 
called after Egyptian captains and explorers,-we know 
some thirty of them, I-show us that such voyages were 
at first voyages o~ discovery, where the names given are 
naturally derived from the circumstances of the moment. 
The peculiarities of the Troglodytes are given with con
siderable detail, and so are the varieties of the customs in 
different tribes. Thus those that kill elephants-they used 
huge bows and arrows, which were worked by three men to
gether, two holding the bow planted in the ground, and the 

1 C. Miiller, Geog. Gnzci. i.124sq., who gives both Diodorus's(ili.12,13} 
and Photius's excerpts from Agatharchides. The evidence on these hard
ships is quite uniform. From the Digest (viii. 19, 28) Mr. L C. Purser 
quotes to me : jroxt'ma mort," ptma metalli (oerdtt"o, which agrees perfectly 
with the words of Diodorus: 'There is no pity of remission of labour 
whatever for the feeble, or the maimed, or the aged, or for the weaker 
sex; all are forced with stripes to slave at their work, till they die of 
their hardships. Wherefore these wretched people look to the coming 
day as worse than the present, by reason of the exceeding greatness of 
their punishment, and accept death as a blessed escape from life.' 

2 Cf. MUlier, Geog. GrOlci. i. p. Ix. 
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third drawing the string-would not desist from their stupid 
waste ef these precious animals, which they massacred (as 
the American Red Indians dicl the buffaloes), though 
Ptolemy 1 king of Egypt offered them all kinds of wonderful 
inducements to desist. On the other hand, there were 
savages who risked th~ir lives and lost some men in captur
ing a huge snake for Ptolemy Philadelphus, as they knew 
the king's desire to have such things in his Zoological 
Gardens. They ultimately drove it into an enormous wicker 
trap (lobster pot) prepared for the purpose, and this snake 
was tamed, and was for a long time on show at Alexandria. 2 

The navigation of the Red Sea is very carefully described, 
. with all its dangers, which the Ptolemies sought to diminish 
by leaving wrecked ships where they had stranded by way 
of warning. This was a royal1r'porrrayp.a. 

The result of all this was to turn the once peaceful 
inhabitants·of the Arabian coast into pirates,S who became 
as bad as the Tauric people in the Euxine, and had to 
be checked by the severest punishments, being apparently 
drowned whenever they were caught on the sea. The 
wealth of the Sabreans on account of their spices is de
scribed as most extraordinary, and on the coast adjoining 
their territory were to be seen at anchor ships from the 
farthest East as well as from Greek Egypt, all trafficking 
for this unique luxury. I have given these details, culled 
froni a vast array of facts, in order to show what sort of 
knowledge had become interesting to the Hellenistic world 
of that day. 

The metrical geography, commonly entitled the 1r'(P!~Y7JIF!S 
of Scymnus of Chios, is a specimen of another kind of 

1 Probably Ptolemy II, according to the' stone of l'ithom,' recently 
discovered and explained by Mr. Flinders Petrie and Mr. Naville. 

• OJ. til. pp. 162-164. 8 OJ. tit. p. 179. 
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popular book in these after-days of culture. It was a 
metrical handbook, giving a compendium of the accredited 
researches of older authors on geography, and professing no 
originality. It belongs, therefore, to that large class of 
abbreviated books, which were at this time brought out 
to suit the hurry and the superficiality of the age. Such, 
for example, was the abridgment of Mago's twenty - eight 
books on husbandry, reduced to six, and dedicated to 
king Dejotarus, probably within the same generation 
as the work before us. 1 What remains to us is about 
1000 verses, in iambic metre, but with the licenses of 
comic iambics. The existing portion refers altogether to 
Europe, including the shores of the Euxine, and is valuable 
to us now in giving the dates of a good many early Greek 
colonies, such as Massilia, which we should not otherwise 
have known. The author begins with a sort of dedicatory 
epistle (135 lines), which is -so characteristic and so un
known among ordinary scholars that I shall here give a free 
translation of it. 

May it please your sacred majesty, Nicomedes. Comedy 
has this most desirable virtue, that it tells everything tersely 
and clearly, and delights every sane critic. Wherefore, having 
proved the persuasiveness of its diction, I formed the ambition 
to approach you through it in a brief discourse, and to offer 
you this handy and useful compendium,. as through you I shall 
make it of public service to all those who seek information. 
As I desire therefore at the outset to expound to you the 
method of the whole treatise, I beg you will allow me a few 
words by way of pniface; I am resolved to speak laconically 
-very little upon very large subjects. Here is what I have 
to say. 

For the use of the kings of Pergamum, whose glory, though 
they are gone, yet lives on amongst -us for ever, one of the 
genuine Attic philologers (Apollodorus) having been a hearer 

1 Above, p. 6. 
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of Diogenes the Stoic, and a long time at school with Aris
tarchus, composed a chronograplzy reaching from the capture 
of Troy to the present day. He expounded a period of 1040 

years, recounting the taking of cities, the expeditions of armies, 
the wanderings of nations, the incursions of barbarians, the 
course of naval operations, public games, treaties, battles, the 
acts of kings and other celebrated men, the removal of tyrants 
-an epitome of all that is told diffusely; and he preferred to 
set it forth in metre, and chose the comic,l for the sake of 
clearness, and seeing that it would thus be most easily com
mitted to memory, He takes an illustration from life. If a 
man wants to carry a number of logs, he could not do it 
unless he tied them together, so a metrical story has its 
advantage over prose. He then having gathered the chronicle 
of time into this summary, paid the compliment of dedicating 
it to king Philadelphus, which becoming known all over the 
world conferred immortal glory on that Attalus whose name 
appeared in the dedication. 

But I, hearing that you alone of present kings show 
royal graciousness, thought I would make trial of it myself, 
and present myself to see what a king is like, that I might 
have it to tell to others. Wherefore I chose for a supporter 
of my project him who both established your father in his 
kingdom, as we hear, and who is truly in all respects honoured 
by you also-I mean Apollo the Didymrean, the prophet and 
leader of the Muses. Trusting in him I come to your hearth, 
which is well-nigh free to all literary men, and may he help my 
undertaking! For from the scattered materials in various 
histories I have written for you in epitome the colonisations 
and foundings of cities, and the ways by sea and land over all 
the earth. Passing over the obvious things briefly, I have 
dwelt upon the less known, so that you may have, 0 king, 
a short description of the whole habitable earth, the peculiarities 
of great rivers, and the situation of the two continents; also 
what are the Greek cities in each, who founded them, and 
when, who the surrounding barbarians are-nomadic, or tame, 
and of their manners and customs, which of them are the 
most inhospitable and savage; the amount of populations, and 
their various laws and habits, and the richest trading marts, 

1 So Strabo says, p. 677 
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as also the islands, [and so on]; so that he who hears [it read] 
will not only be diverted, but will get, if nothing else, this useful 
information, to know where he is, and where his own country 
lies, and from what mother city it received its inhabitants. To 
sum it all up, without undertaking the wanderings of Ulysses 
told in story, but remaining comfortably at home, he may 
learn not only the life of foreign races, but the cities and the 
laws of all nations. But my book receiving you as its illustrious 
sponsor and benevolent patron, will pass througli the labour of 
its birth into life, and will herald your glory, 0 king, to all, 
carrying your good report from place to place even to the ends 
of the world. 

And now at the outset I will enumerate the authors on 
whose authority I have made my statements. I place most 
reliance in Eratosthenes, the most eminent of geographers, 
as to climate and configuration of lands, in Ephorus and 
Dionysius of ChaJcis on the founding of cities, in Demetrius 
CaJlatianus, the Sicilian Cleon and Timosthenes [then the MS. 
is mutilated and illegible for some lines] Timreus, and what 
Herodotus has said. In other cases I have brought my own 
diligent inquiry and personal observation to bear, having seen 
not only the cities in Greece -and Asia, but knowing the regions 
of Adria and the Ionian Sea, and having travelled as far as 
Tyrrhenia and Sicily to the west, as well as through· most of 
Libya and Carthage. 

He then proceeds at once to his description of Europe. 
A scrap of the following part (on Asia) is also preserved. 

The very curious and instructive passage above translated 
shows us that we are dealing with a society more like that 
of the last century than any that went before. Literary men 
were seeking out noble patrons, and carefully informing them 
that their patronage was not only profitable to the recipient, 
but honourable to themselves. Under these circumstances 
we may be sure that the flattery of the Hellenistic authors 
did not fall short of the exhibitions to be seen in the 
dedications of the eighteenth century. Nevertheless in the 
present instance commentators justly, I think, refuse to 
believe that our author would have addressed Nicomedes II 
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in these terms, seeing that this Nicomedes had put to death 
his father Prusias, a monster of iniquity.l This parricide, 
however palliated by the circumstances of the case, would 
have afforded a curious commentary on the poet's allusions 
to Apollo as the patron of both father and son. 

lt is indeed novel, nay, positively comical, to find the 
authors of 'handy guide-books' dedicating them to kings, and 
speaking of the celebrity which this would confer. In our day 
the compiler is neither so ambitious nor so self-important. But 
we must imagine Scymnus writing not for an old and settled 
society, like that of Athens or Argos, but for those new and 
outlying kingdoms, where many Syrians, Gauls, Armenians, 
Jews, entered Greek cities, got civic rights, and desired 
to acquire Greek civilisation in a hurry. To these people 
compendious short-cuts to knowledge would be as important 
as they now are to the Americans who make rapid fortunes 
in new western cities of the States. These rough-and
ready business people find themselves suddenly with wealth 
enough to live cultivated lives, but no antecedents to enable 
them to do it. And so they must strive to attain by the 
shortest route manners and ideas foreign to their birth and 
breeding.2 Here then compenCliums are in high favour, 
and many a millionaire would be very proud to accept such 
a dedication as that which I have just transcribed. 

I have been so long studying the outskirts of Hellenism 
and the surface of its culture, that it is high time to turn 
back to its centres, old and new, and to the deeper aspects 
of its thinking, and consider what progress was made both 
in Greece and in Rome by the philosophy of the age. 

1 See the whole story of his revolt (aided by Aristomenes) told in 
Appian, Millt. 3 SfJ. Mommsen decides in favour of Nicomedes III. 

t The reader to whom this most interesting phase of modern society 
is not familiar may study it in Mr. Howell's Rise of Silas Lapltam. 



CHAPTER IV 

THE ACCUllATISATIO!( OF GllEEK: PHILOSOPHY L'f JtOMA.'f 

socn;ry 

N OTIillfG is more remarkable in the history of Greek philo
sophy than its diffusion and vitality in the period before us, 
in spite of the insignificance of the men who were then 
the recognised leaders of the schools. The succession of 
the various scholarcbs has been a subject of curiosity 
ever since the Christian era, and has given rise to 
many tracts, down to the famous essay of ZumpL 1 But in 
almost every case we now find a mere name sustaining the 
responsibility or at least occupying the place of a Chrysip
pus or an Epicurus. Perhaps the first thing that strikes us 
when we scan the list of these names in Diogenes, in the 
columns of Clinton, or in the labyrinthine footnotes of 
Zeller, is that they hail from all parts of the Hellenistic 
world. It is hard to say that any portion of Alexander's 
empire was more prolific in philosophers than the resL 

My impression is that perhaps Greece proper was some
what poorer and Syria somewhat richer than the average, 
but I will not venture to assert this positively. The coast of 
Cilicia was perhaps more likely to produce Stoics, owing to 

1 CJbe, "- BesIIuIJ tier plW4s. Sduden. ek. Berlin. 1143 (TrillU. 
of the Berlin Academy). 
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the causes adduced in a previous volume of this social 
history; 1 but certain it is that Babylon, Seleucia on the 
Tigris, Tyre, Sidon, Gadara, Apamea, Antioch, Soli, Alex
andria, Tarsus, Cyzicus, Heraclea, and a hundred other cities, 
sent philosophers into the world, who, while they settled at 
Rome or Athens or Rhodes, nevertheless did not belie their 
origin, and were known as the glory of their native cities. 
But though these men were acute or laborious enough to 
gain reputation by their books, or even to rise to the posi
tion of head of an Athenian school, we cannot find that 
they made any permanent advance in real thinking, with 
one notable exception. 

The fact is that most of the scholarchs mentioned are 
remarkable for the number of their years, so that the schools 
must have been usually presided over by old men. - The 
natural tendency of this condition of things is, first, to make 
the teaching conservative, clinging to the traditions of former 
days and revolving round the ideas acquired in the pro
fessor's youth; second, to make it timid, not daring to face 
new problems, or even to defend the startling paradoxes, 
the extreme views, which had been boldly asserted in the 
rejuvenescence of Greek philosophy. This timidity often 
took the form of contracting the outworks, and sacrificing 
the points most liable to attack-nay, even of conceding to 
the opponents that they were in some respects right, or to 
the sceptics that, after all, nothing was certain. It may, 
therefore, be said of the second century B. c. that it was the 
period when the schools were very strictly preserved, but 
when the sceptical school of Pyrrho, which had" been blown 

1 Greek Life and TluJugltt, p. 142. If the edict referred to above 
(po 40) was really issued by Antiochus Sidetes against young men 
learning philosophy, this may be anoth"r reason why so many Syrians 
appear as philosophers at Athens and in the West in this and the next 
generation. 
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to the winds in the days of great original thinkers and of 
profound convictions, saw its seed taking root in other 
schools, and producing not only a general distrust of all 
dogmatic philosophy, but a distinct development of negative 
and destructive thinking. 

Hence we find this sceptical tendency showing itself in 
Arcesilaus, who belongs to the earlier years of the second 
century, but patent in the one man whom I have already 
called a brilliant exception~Carneades, the founder of what 
was called the New Academy, which was in reality no develop
ment of Plato's doctrine, but rather a sceptical onslaught on 
the only system which still put forward any bold claims to 
preaching absolute truth-I mean of course the Stoic. 

We know a great deal about the personality of Carneades, 
though he left no writings, as he was the founder of the only 
new school of note since the third ,century, and as we have 
in Cicero a full account of the doctrines of his successor, 
Antiochus. . The scepticism of Carneades was very keen 
and brilliant, but he had no great trouble in overthrowing 
the physical and logical positions of the dogmatists of those 
days-in fact, the means of attack, both in arms and in 
argument, were then far stronger than the means of defence. 
But Carneades was not content with merely refuting the 
Stoics; he was perhaps the first to elaborate a dotlrine of 
probability, which to a sceptic like him was the only guide 
of life, and which he applied specially to ethics, as the 
practical side of philosophy immediately concerned with 
human-happiness and misery. 

The logical outcome of this systematic refutation of all 
absolute dogmas and the substitution in their place of prob
able truths was clearly eclecticism-the selecting from various 
systems their strongest and most practical conclusions, 
and making this selection the guide of life. This accord-
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ingly, as we shall see, became the prevalent fashion of 
the schools in the commencement of the nrst century B.C. 

But in addition to the home forces which urged philosophy 
in this direction, there was an important external factor
the influence of Roman life and the demands of Roman 
society. This is, therefore, what we must trace through 
the second century before we can speak of the eclecticism 
which took possession of Greek thinkers, till deeper wants 
brought out the deeper convictions of Nee-Platonism. 

The first essays at introducing Greek wisdom to Rome
I mean abstract wisdom-are so spasmodic that they are 
rather interesting than instructive. We have no information 
about the motives of Ennius in reproducing the impious 
fables of Euemerus in Latin. The work had been long dis
credited in the Greek world as a conglomerate of lies and 
blasphemy, having some loose connection with the Epicurean 
notions of r(:ligion, in that it asserted the gods to be mere 
glorified men who had done good to the human race in old 
times. But not even the shabbiest Epicurean would have 
accepted it in the second century as an exposition of his 
views. Seeing, therefore, that Ennius was attached to 
particular Roman nobles, such as the Fulvius whom he 
accompanied to A:tolia in 189 B.C., I suppose it was 
merely to please some individual that the poet tran
scribed the Messenian's rude assault upon faith and 
credibility into Latin. It does not appear to have had much 
success, though it is likely that the Epicurean system, from 
its simplicity and vulgarity, would most easily attract the 
Romans who were first let loose upon the East. 

It must have been within a few years of Ennius's per
formance-for we are now to speak of the year 181 B.C.

that a bold attempt was made to pass 01T Greek dogmas 
under the regis of Numa's name. The story is told by 
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Livy (xl. 29) as follows: • In that year the labourers on the 
farm of L PetililIs the scribe, under the J aniculum, digging 
somewhat deeper than usual, found two stone chests, about 
eight feet by four each, their lids being fastened down with 
lead. The chests were inscribed with Latin and Greek 
letters [respectively], to the effect that in the one Numa 
Pompilius, son of Pomponius, king of Rome, was buried. 
in the other were contained the books of Numa. When 
after consulting with his friends the owner of the farm had 
opened these chests, that which pad the title of the buried 
king was found empty, without trace of human remains 
or anything else, all being gon~ with the dec.ay of 
centuries. In the other were two bundles containing seven 
books each, not only undamaged but perfectly new in 
appearance. The seven Latin were on pontifical law, the 
seven Greek on the theory of wisdom, which might have 
belonged to that age. Valerius Antias [the historian] adds 
that these latter were Pythagorean books, the vulgar belief 
that Numa was a disciple of Pythagoras having evidently 
suggested this plausible fiction. The books were first read 
by the friends who were there when they were opened; 
presently when they were becoming common property 
according as more people got access to them, Q. Petilius, 
then 1,(£10' u,banus. borrowed them from L Petilius in 
order to read them; and this was a common practice of his, 
as when qurestor he had chosen Lucius as secretary into his 
decuria. When a cursory study had shown him that most 
of the contents would tend to upset existing religious ser. 
vices, he told Lucius that he was going to throw the books 
into the fire, but that before he did so, he would let Lucius 
try whether by action at law or in any other way he could 
make good his claim to recover them; and that if he did so 
the prretor would regard it merely as a friendly suit. The 

F 
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scribe appealed to the tribunes of the plebs, who referred it 
to the Senate. The prretor Qfferetl to take an oath that in 
his opinion these books should not be read or preserved. 
The Senate decreed that it was satisfied with the prretcir's 
oath, that the books should be burned in the comitium as 
soon as possible; that damages should be paid for them to 
the owners, according to a price fixed by the prretor and 
the majority of the'tribunes. This money the scribe refused 
to accept. The books were accordingly publicly burned in 
the comitium, in a fire ma<1e by the victimarii.' 

That some deliberate fraud was here at work is almost 
certain. But in whose interest was it attempted? The 
alarm of the prretor and Senate is easily to be accounted for 
when we remember that only five years before there had 
been literally a state panic about the .B.acchanalia, which 
were forbidden by law and numerous adherents punished 
with death.l We may even suppose that the documents 
were in some way connected with this superstition, and 
hidden away under ground, when the searching and bloody 
inquiry of the year 1:86 was going on. This is far more 
likely than the suggestion that sober Greek. doctrines were 
promoted by such sensational tricks. 

But we have no facts left to help us, except the clear 
evidence that novelties in religion and philosophy attracted 
the Roman public, and alarmed the Roman government. 
If so, we are not surprised that in 173 B.C. they expelled from 
Rome two obscure Epicurean teachers, Alcius and Philiscus, 
because they were corrupting the Roman youth.2 

The next step of the Senate was taken in J6J B.C., and 

1 Livy, xxxix. 8 sqq. 
• Our authority is here Athen. xii. 547, who mentions L. PostumiuB 

as consul. This gives us our choice between 173 and ISS B.C., but I 
prefer the former, for had this interference with the Epicureans taken 
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affected both Greek philosophers and rhetors; I believe it 
to have been mainly directed against the rhetors,- who under
took to teach the Roman youth the art of persuasion, and 
were accordingly expelled from the city.l 

It is quite possible that this decree is to be brought into 
connection with the importation of aU the Greek and 
Macedonian exiles after the victory of 168 B.C. I have 
elsewhere observed 2 how completely these educated exiles 
disappear from notice when once interned in Italy, and 
I therefore disagree with Zelle!;, S who assumes that many 
of them lived, like Polybius, in daily intercourse with great 
Roman nobles. I consider Polybius to have been quite 
an exception, and that the tribe of Greeks flooding Rome, 
which he himself mentions contemptuously to young 
Scipio,4 were people of a totally different rank of life and 
character. But still the enormous number of Greek
speaking and Greek-educated men reduced to misery in 
Italy must have contained many anxious to earn their 
bread even by the humblest kind of teaching, and it was 
plainly the policy of the Senate to have them interned in 
obscure towns of Italy, not at Rome, where they might do 
mischief. 

But as in the case of Scipio, so the story went that A':milius 
Paullus had already, after his victory over Perseus, asked the 

place in 155 B.C., the very year after the embassy of the three philosopherS 
from Athens to Rome, we may be sure that Cato would have been 
mentioned as a mover in the matter, and it would also have been men
tioned in connection with that embassy. 

1 These expulsions of philosophers were not, as we have seen, confined 
to Rome, The decree of Antiochus Sidetes (above, p. 40), which I have 
quoted from Athenreus, might have been penned by Cato himsel£ It 
refers, too, specially to the young. We hear of the Epicureans being 
expelled from Messene, at what time we know not (Suidas, sull. 'IJ()~. 
'E7TlKOVpos). 9 Greek Life and Thought, p. 562. 

8 Geseh. der Phil. iii. I, 532, note. ' Polyb. xxxii. 10. 
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Athenians for a good painter and a sound philosopher, and 
that they sent him Metrodorus, who excelled in both. l 

There may have been other isolated cases. But when 
Cicero 2 argues that there must have been many leading 
Ro~ans devoted to Greek philosophy at this time, for 
otherwise the Athenians would not have rooted out from 
their scholastic seclusion three philosophers to plead their 
cause in Rome, he is clearly wrong. For more than ISO 

1 This story, told by Pliny (N. N. xxxv. 135), seems to me inconsistent 
with the famous narrative ofPolybius (xxxii. 9,10), which implies distinctly 
that there was no rival Greek educator in the house. The latter says in 
fact expressly that if Scipio wants mere instruction, there is a whole tribe 
of such Greeks pouring into Rome, whom he can easily employ. This 
either means that there was no Metrodorus in the house, or that Polybius 
chose deliberately to ignore him as an impostor. For the alleged invita· 
tion of Paullus and the settlement of Polybius in his mansion must be 
proximate in date, both having happened shortly after the battle ofPydna. 
The general statement of Plutarch (A'i:m. Paullus, 6) that not only gram· 
marians and sophists and rhetors, but also sculptors and painters and dog. 
and horse· trainers and teachers of hunting-·all Greeks-were kept about 
his children, seems to me also vague, and not consistent with Polybius. 
It is a question, and perhaps a grave one, whether the Greek historian has 
not exaggerated his own influence in the education of Scipio iEmilianus. 
This suspicion is greatly strengthened in my mind by the utter silence of 
Polybius concerning Panretius, who was certainly another Greek friend 
and adviser of Scipio. It is hardly possible that Panretius did not come 
into the house till Polybius had returned to Greece after 146 B.C. But 
this may be the explanation. Yet Cicero (ae Reptto. i. 21) speaks of 
Panretius and Polybius being together with Scipio. Had he any further 
evidence than we have? . 

I Tuse. Quast. iv. 3. -Sapientidl sluaium velus iii quidem ;n 
noslris; lea tamen ante LtZlii dllatem et Scipionis non reperio, quos 
appellan postim nominatim. Quibus adoleuentibus, Slo;cum Diognum 
et Aeademicum Carneadem viaeo ad senatum au Alheniensibul milsos 
esse legatos, qui quum reipttbl;cdI nullam unquam parlem altigissenf, 
elsetque tonem alter CyrentZUI, alter Baoylonius, nunquam proftcto 
Jeho/is essent txdtati, neque ad iI/uti munus tlecti, nisi i" quibulaam 
prineipibus temporibus iI/is luissent sluaia aoctri"dI. He might as well 
argue that Alexander's regent Antipater studied philosophy because 
Xenocrates was selected to go before him at a critical moment. 
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years it had been the fashion in any grave crisis to ask the 
scholarchs. the gra .. -e and solemn philosophers, who took 
no direct part in politics, to represent states on embassies. 
just as the bishops in the early Middle Aooes did, or as the 
heads of colleges now go on a deputation of importance to 
the Prime Minister in London.1 

This mission, however, of the three heads of the prin
cipal schoolS of Athens-Critolaus the Peripatetic, Diogenes 
the Stoic, and Cameades the Academic-marks an epoch, 
slightly earlier indeed than the period we are discussing, 
but still convenient as the new starting-point, when Greek 
plulosophy began to assert itself openly at Rome. The 
mission in question took place in tS6-tSS B.c., and the case 
to be argued by the three envoys was a very bad one. They 
wished to obtain the remission of a fine of SOO talents im
posed by arbitration on the Athenians for .. iolating the 
territory and plundering the property of the people of 
Oropus. 

It turned out that their official mission was the least 
important side of the visit. After their first audience with 
the Senate, at ,,-hich C. Acilius acted as interpreter, there 
appears to have been intentional delay, in order that the 
famous teachers might give some public lectures at Rome. 
This they did, with considerable effect. But doubtless the 
results would have been much greater had not two of the 
ambassadors. Critolaus and Diogenes. been very old men, 
and e .. idently past doing this kind of work effectively. I 
have above commented on this weakness in the Greek 
schools and its results at home. Critolaus is indeed left 
out in many of our accounts. t simply I fancy for this reason. 

I I have already commented on this practice, end Lift ... 
1Lor,,04t, po 132. 

I a: the ~ &om Cicero quoted abol"e. 
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Nor did Diogenes make anything like the impression pro
duced, in spite of a less popular doctrine, by Carneades. 
Even he too was not young, probably not less than fifty-five 
~years old, but from the fact that he lived twenty-seven years 
longer, and taught during most of them, we may infer that 
his vigour was not yet decayed. He entertained the Roman 
youth with brilliant sceptical discourses, .especially with a 
refutation of the current arguments for· political justice, and 
with an implied vindication of all the Roman foreign con
Ql!':'StS.l It was in fact the new Anaxarchus preaching to 
the new Alexander.2 We are not therefore surprised to 
hear from Plutarch 8 that old Cato, the personification of 
the Roman gravitas, urged the decision of the Senate 
concerning Oropus, with the object of dismissing the three 
professors as soon, and as politely as possible, from the 
the city. Of course our old friend, Aulus Postumius,' and 
his rivals were disappointed at this. They now had a grand 
opportunity of airing their Greek, and displaying their 
humanities while showing the philosophers the curiosities of 
the city.5 Yet we cannot but be amused at the want of 

1 Cicero (de Repub. iii. 5-8) says he discoursed one day before 
Galba, Cato, and other dignitaries in a conservative spirit, rehearsing 
and enforcing all the old Platonic arguments for justice; the next day 
he proceeded to refute them all from his own sceptical point of 
view. 

S Greek Life an4 TluJughi, p. 13Z. 8 Calo maj. ZZ. 

, Greek Life and Thought, p. 567. 
o Cic. Acad. prior. ii. 45, for an anecdote. It is very probable 

that numbers pretended to enjoy the discourses of Cameades whose 
knowledge of Greek was quite inadequate to follow his impetuous 
delivery, just as numbers of people would go in London to M. Renan's 
Hibbert Lectures who could not understand th.e greater part of them. 
But we must remember in mitigation of this carping conjecture that 
Greek was not taught at Rome by Romans, who could not speak it, 
out of grammars, but always by Greek-speaking masters, just as English 
is taught to the Russian nobility. Hence any knowledge there was of 
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thoroughness in old Cato, and his zeal for strict Roman 
morals, when we reflect that in these days, while he was 
railing against the occasional visits. of the philosophers, 
the comedies of Diphilus and Menander, now ten years 
old at Rome in Terence's versions, were spreading not 
Greek theories of speculative ethics, but Greek pictures of 
the lowest practical morals, t~rough Roman society.. And 
this Menandrian comedy was but a fresh outburst, some
what more refined, of the flagrant immoralities of the 
Plautine stage. l 

Here was a philosophy being taught openly, and in 
Latin, which the Athenians would not have ventured to put 
forward in their embassy. For Epicureanism, though a 
very popular. religion, and represented by a fixed school 
with fixed traditions, was at this time never recognised by 
states in the Hellenistic world as of the same respectability 
and condition as the rest. The scholarch of this sect at 
Athens was now Apollodorus, surnamed the Tyrant of the 
Garden (K'TJ1f'OT6pavvos), and he was certainly as eminent a 
man as either Critolaus or Diogenes, but no one thought of 
including him in the embassy, though possiqly his teaching 
would have been far easier and more practical to many of 
the Roman youth. 

But while the Epicureans steadily declined all political 
duties, and never, so far as we know, were induced to 
depart from that principle, such abstention as this made 
'them suspected and disliked iIi many cities, and there 
are statements abroad (derived, it must be added, 
from their enemies) that they were expelled from many 
Greek cities as well as from Rome. 

Greek at Rome.. was so far real that it was colloquial, and not mere 
linguistic anatomy. 

1 Cf. Greek Life and Thottght, p. 119 sqq. 
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The facts of this famous embassy show us that the heads 
of the other great schools had agreed to differ, but were 
otherwise very good friends. Carneades had spent most of 
his life in refuting Diogenes, and yet they travelled together 
to Rome, went about together, with Critolaus, to see the 
sights, and did not apparently indulge in mutual controversy 
during their visit. I fancy this would not have been the 
case had the Tyrant of the Garden been added to their 
number. To suggest modern parallels: the various 
divisions of Protestant clergy might unite on a solemn 
deputation, but they would not admit a Roman Catholic 
priest among their number. An English clerical deputation 
might perhaps consent to the support of Cardinal Manning 
and Dr. Martineau, but they would pause and object were 
a Positivist preacher requested to accompany them. And 
I know that in America many sects agree to co-operate, who 
would not tolerate a Mormon elder to sit among them as a 
colleague. l 

The savage bitterness of the charges made against 
Epicurus himself, and against his school, reminds us of the 
attacks made on Des Cartes and on Spinoza by the clerical 
party of the seventeenth century. No other scholarch, no 
other accredited sect, ever received such rude treatment 
from rivals or opponents.2 But to this intolerance the 
uncompromising attitude of the other schools was confined. 

Gradually, then, at this period, not only from the 
influence of Rome, which required practical lessons without 
subtlety, but from internal causes, from the decay of earnest 

1 I once addressed a great congregation at Chautauqua, made up of 
at least nineteen (non-Romanist) sects, joining heartily in a service 
mainly culled from our B()()k 0/ Common Prayer, and quite ready to 
hear any broad Christian views expounded. • 

I Cf., for example, the details given in Diogenes L. x. § 6/~" and 
in Suidas, sub. floe, i'lrIKo"poI, 
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faith in speculation, of earnest faith in the aims of practical 
life, eclecticism, the creed of weary minds, laid hold of the 
Hellenistic world. . Carneades had not only shattered all the 
remaining dogmatism by his brilliant polemic, but he had 
laid down as his highest principle mere probabI7i/y, so that 
there was no reason why the researches of any set of men 
might not contain some approximate truth. And as the 
doctrines might be culled from any school, so the men who 
taught them might hail from any country. Hellenism had 
been wide enough in former generations; we now seem to 
approach an even wider cosmopolitanism. The successor 
of Carneades, Clitomachus, was born in no part of the 
Hellenistic world, but at Carthage, where he had taught 
philosophy in his own tongue.1 He became a pupil of 
Cameades, whose spoken teaching he committed to writing. 
But Diogenes L. also makes this characteristic remark, that 
Clitomachus was a man distinguished in the three philoso
phies-the Academic, the Stoic, and the Peripatetic. I Both 
he and the many obscurer followers of the new Academy are 
said to have added nothing to its tenets, save that they laid 
more stress than Carneades on the positive side, on the ne
cessity of some guide of life, while the rival schools were com
pelled to abate their pretensions, to surrender some of their 
positions, and reduce themselves to what might reasonably 
be accepted without any enthusiasm. In this condition the 
schools no longer excited suspicion at Rome. We hear 
of no further objections there to Greek philosophy, for a 
bridge of mutual concessions was being made, which would 

1 Diog. L. iv. 67. 
I He dedicated two of his writings to Romans-the poet Lucilius 

and the consular Censorinus. He- addressed his Carthaginian fellow
countrymen in a philosophical consolation for the loss of their father
land. He died in 110 B.C. This is, therefore, essentially a figure 
belonging to the epoch now under our consideration. 
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unite the once widely severed societies of dominant Rome 
and literary Greece. . 

We may pursue for a few more pages the growth and 
development of the eclectic spirit before we revert to other 
subjects. 

It may be assumed as certain, that to the Romans neither 
the minute erudition of the Peripatetic, nor the minute 
controversy of the Academic, would afford any great attrac
tion. -This practical people would rather turn to those 
schools of life-the Epicurean and the Stoic, which had 
always put practice before speculation, and now, as we shall 
see, were quite prepared to lay aside this lesser but harder 
side of theory, and announce themselves as mere rules of 
life for men of the world. As might be expected, the better 
schools were attractive to the highest and most cultivated 
Romans, who possessed or were willing to acquire some 
knowledge of Greek-; while, according to Cicero, the Epi
curean disciples at Rome d-id not delay to bring out in 
Latin an account of their tenets, and this book, prepared by 
one C. Amafinius, obtained great circulation, and converted 
the lower herd of the semi-educated to the lower theory.l 

The historians of philosophy assert that no school was 
less affected by eclectic tendencies than this Epicurean 
school. Yet these early Latin books, which converted the 
multitude, and which we must ascribe to the second century 
B.C., were surely very narrow and inadequate accounts of a 

1 Cic. Tuse. Disp. iv. 3.-Itaque ilIius VertZ elegantisque philosophia, 
qUiZ ducta a Socrate-nulla fire sunt aul pat/ca monumenta--quum 
interim, ill is silentibus, C. Amajiltius exslilit diems: cujus libn·s editis 
eommota multitudtl contutit se ad eandem potissimum disciplinam, sive 
quod erat cognitu fadl/imum, sive quod invitabantur ilIuebris blank 
voluptatis, sive eliam, quia nihil prolatum erat melius, il/ud, quod erat, 
tenebant. Post Amafinium autem multi ejusdem amuli rationt"s mulfa 
quuIII scripsusent, ltaliam totam occu6avenlnt, etc. 
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system which is as difficult and abstract as metaphysic can 
well be, both in the tenth book of Diogenes Laertius and in 
the great poem of J.,ucretius, who by the way boasts that he 
is the first to expound these principles in Latin poetry. 
These books, no doubt, omitted all the physical and cosmo
logical speculations, and were satisfied with the ordinary stu.ff 
which was current among the Greek idlers of the market
place. It is possible that they contained something about 
friendship being a pleasure in 'itself, but the researches 'of 
Zeller and others have proved clearly, that whatever omis
sions they may have permitted, none of them ever belied 
the -theory of their great master. In fact, that school, like 
no other Greek school, never 'had a second master, never had 
a second independent thinker, who could assert hims~lf by 
developing further consequences, or asserting new principles. 
It remained once and for all the school of Epicurus, and 
of Epicurus alone. 

The case was, very different with the Stoics, who from 
the moment of Chrysippus's death, began to question some 
of the physical theories till then received, and gradually to 
approximate 'in their views to the Peripatetics. This is 
specially recorded of his immediate successor Zeno of 
Tarsus, then more positively of Boethus of Sidon, the pupil 
and contemporary of the Diogenes of the embassy. We hear 
that most of them rejected the theory that the world would 
ultimately perish by fire, and maintained, with Aristotle's 
school, its eternity. 

But these men do not here interest us except as links in 
the chain which leads to Pametius, who not only adopted 
their views, but went much further in his disagreement, and, 
though distinctly a Stoic, 'Yas nevertheless the founder of 
almost a new school-of that Roman Stoicism which plays 
so prominent a part in the history of the Empire. He came 
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from Rhodes, and was a pupil of Diogenes at Athens. The 
most important part of his life was, however, spent at Rome, 
in the house of Scipio .tEmilianus,l the centre of the Scipionic 
circle, where he trained up a number of Roman nobles to 
understand and to adopt his views. He seems to have taken 
the place of Polybius, and to have accompanied Scipio in 
his tour to the East (143 B.C.) He died as head of the 
Stoic school in Athens about 110 B.C. 

This was the man who, under the influence of the age, 
reaUy modified the rigid tenets of his sect to make it the 
practical rule of life for statesmen, politicians, magnates, 
who had no time to sit aU day and dispute, but who required 
something better than effete polytheism to give them dignity 
in their leisure, and steadfastness in the day of trial. He 
denied, indeed, with his teachers the eternity of the world, 
but also with the Epicureans the immortality of the soul, 
as we know from Cicero's refutation. His main work, 
however, was the teaching of practical duties,-those per
fections falling short of the Stoic perfection,-which Cicero 
reproduces in his treatise de (),fficils. In theology he, like 
Polybius, regarded the traditional gods as a mere political 
convenience, and he ridiculed the divines, in the style of 
Carneades. 

With the pupils of Panretius begins the long roll of 
Roman Stoics-Lrelius; his son-in-law Q. Mucius Screvola; 
Q. Tubero, the nephew of Scipio, to whom Panretius 
dedicated his work on .DNhts .. Rutilius Rufus, the just 
administrator of Asia, whom the pubJicani exiled for his 
protection of the Asiatic province from their extortions; 
and many others to whom Cicero refers. But as yet I 
do not wish to cross the threshold of the first century B.C., 

so I forbear. 
I Cpo above, p. 67. 
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Here then, after all the dissolute and disintegrating 
influences of Hellenism,-its comO!dia palliala, its parasites, 
its panders, its minions, its chicanery, its mendacity-had 
produced their terrible effect, came an antidote which, above 
all the human influences we know, purified and ennobled 
the world. It affected, unfortunately, only the higher 
classes 1 at Rome; and even among them, as among any of 
the lower class~s that speculated at all, it had as a dangerous 
rival that cheap and vulgar Epicureanism, which puffs up 
common natures with the belief that their trivial and coarse 
reflections have some philosophic basis, and can be defended 
with subtle arguments. 

But among the best of the Romans Hellenism produced 
a type seldom excelled in the world's history, a type as 
superior to the old Roman model as the nobleman is to 
the burgher in most countries-a type we see in Rutilius 
Rufus, as compared with the elder Cato. Whoever reads 
Plutarch's Life of this latter person will see that he was in 
many senses a worthy man, an able man, an educated man, 
but he was no gentleman. Rutilius conducted his life, and 
performed his public duties, as Cato had done, with a purity 
exceptional in any society; but when sentenced to exile by 
a decision so flagrant that it convulsed the public mind 
with disgust, he bore his misfortune not only with refined 
calmness and cheerfulness, but spent a happy and honoured 

1 And when I say higher classes, I do not confine the word to the 
conservative patricians. Tiberius Gracchus, whose whole education had
been entrusted to Greeks (as Cicero tells usl, was advised and probably 
incited in his radical schemes by Blossius of Cumre, no doubt a very 
inferior teacher to Panretius, but a far more dangerous enthusiast. This 
man len-Rome after Tiberius's death, and joined Aristonicus in his war 
against Rome for the kingdom of Pergamum. When the pretender was 
defeated, Blossius committed suicide. There may have been a deep 
anti-Roman feeling stimulating this philosopher's theories of political 
reform. 
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retirement at Smyrna, where Cato would have been miser
able, and offensive to the provincials. Everything we hear 
of Rutilius shows not only his high principle, but his 
perfect temper and his large culture. It is, indeed, to be 
regretted that his Memoirs are not preserved. We know 
him. through the many allusions of Cicero, Seneca, and 
others.1 It was in this way that Hellenistic philosophy 
made itself a home in Italy, and acquired pupils who in the 
next generation became masters in their way, and showed in 
Cicero and Lucretius no mean rivals of the contemporary 
Greek. 

Lucretius is so essentially a Roman figure, and his poem 
so Roman a poem, that I will not turn aside to criticise it 
at any length. But as the author himself tells us, his 
philosophical masters were Democritus and Epicurus, his 
poetical masters Empedocles and Ennius, so that he only 
claims originality· for having been the first to treat this 
Greek system of philosophy in Latin-perhaps in Latin 
poetry. Even here his claim is made doubtful by what 
Cicero says of Amafinius, and the vulgar herd who repro
duced Epicurus in Latin prose. Yet, still, there is far more 
originality in Lucretius than he claims for himself. In the 
first place he recasts the ostentatiously slipshod writing of 
'Epicurus into a noble poem, and for his model he selects 
not the fashionable Alexandrian poets, as his contemporary 
Catullus did, but a famous old master, of real Hellenic purity.2 

And to reproduce the effect of this old Epic speech, he goes 
back· to the archaic Ennius, and resuscitates forms which 
were antiquated and forgotten by the. fashionable literati 
of his day. This bold attempt, executed with undoubted 
genius, was perhaps too original to meet with general favour 

1 Cf. Zeller, oj. al. p. 536. 
t ~f. on Empedocles my Class. Greek Lit. i. 124 s~. 
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from the advocates of the new school, though it influenced 
the best of them, Catullus and Virgil, very considerably. 
But however little he may have been appreciated by his 
compeers, posterity has. recognised the first great success 
in reproducing Greek thought and Greek artistic style in 
a Roman dress. The poem of Lucretius stands beside 
the prose of Epicurus as superior in literary form as the 
poetry of Virgil beside that of Apollonius Rhodius, or the 
English Bible beside the Greek. The Romans were indeed 
imitators and pupils ; but what pupils! 1 

1 The attempt of Pub. Nigidius Figulus, whom Mommsen rates so ex
traordinarily (R. G. iii. 573), chiefly on the authority, too, of that Cicero 
whom he derides and despises, I shall consider in connection with the 
new Pythagoreanism of Alexandria and the East at this period-the 
most curious of all the philosophic developments of the century before 
Augustus. 



CHAPTER V 

. . 

tHE GENERAL REACTION OF HELLENISM UPON ROME 

I HAVE chosen for our first and most serious consideration 
the settlement of Greek philosophy at Rome, because there 
was n'o purer or more distinctly' Greek product, and one 
which kept its individual character and language so long . 

. Till the poem of Lucretius and the works of Cicero, we may 
say nothing in Latin worth reading existed on the subject. 
Whoever wanted to study philosophy, therefore, down to 
that time (60 B.C.) studied it in Greek. Nearly the same 
thing may be said of the arts of architecture, painting, and 
sculpture. There were indeed distinctly Roman features in 
architecture, but they were mere matters of building, and 
whatever was done in the way of design, in the way of 
adding beauty to strength, was done wholly under the advice 
and direction of Greeks. . -

The subservience to Hellenism in the way of internal: 
household ornament was even more complete. No paint
ing' or sculpture from native artists would now be tolerated 
at Rome. Extravagant prices were paid for statues and 
pictures from Greece, also for silver plate and for Greek 
marbles, though there were precious quarries lying idle in 
Italy. The prices then paid for old silver-twenty to thirty 



CHAP. V GREEK FASHIOrjS AT ROME 

times the price of the metal-rival ,those lavished in our 
,own day on • Queen Anne' plate. Arid with the ornaments 
of the house, the proper serving of the.nQt)se, especially the 
more delicate departments-the cookilfg.a>f state, dinners, 
the attendance upon guests, the care of the great man's in
tiln,ate comforts--could only be done 'fashion®ly by Greek 
slaves. The outburst of Hellenistic fashions of this sort at 
Rome must have far exceeded the'outburst of French fashions 
in England after the peace of I8IS, when England with all 
her great wealth and European prestige had been practically 
excluded from ,the progress of material civilisation in France' 
for a whole generation, and suddenly awoke to the fact that 
in ~any respects she was still rude and barbarous. 

But of course these lower sides of Hellenism had no more 
, potent effect in civilising Rome than the employing of French 

cooks and valets and the purchase of French ornaments and 
furniture had in improving our grandfathers. Much more' 
serious w"s the acknowledged supremacy 'of the Greeks in 
literature of all kinds, and still more their insistence that this 
superiority depended mainly upon a careful system of in
tellectual education. A self-taught tnan-autodtiiaktos-or 

·even the man who learned late-opst'mathes-was in the 
Greek world always considered a man of imperfect breeding, 
and wanting in real refinement. This is the point where 
Polybius, after his seventeen years' experience of Roman life, 
finds the capital flaw in the conduct of public affairs. In: every 
Hellenistic state, he says, nothing engrosses the attention of 
legislators more than the question' of education, whereas at 
Rome a most moral and serious government leaves the 
training of the young to the mistakes and hazards of private 
enterprise. 

That this was a grave .blunder as regards the lower classes ' 
is probably true. The Roman mob during the next few 

G 
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generations showed all the vices and violences of an ignorant 
populace entrusted with ,the affairs of a mighty empire. If, 
,therefore, the almost universal assumption be really true, that 
the mob of any nation can be educated out of passion and 
folly into a reasonable crowd, then the Senate is liable to a 
crime of omission which brought upon the government terrible 
punishment But as regards the upper classes, whose educa
tion the Senate did no doubt carefully consider, the Roman 
theory held that home education was the only education 
worth having, arid that the unpaid interest taken in the young 
by parents and parents' friends was the proper influence to 
be brought upon the rising generation. So long as, the 
requirements of the day were small, and consisted chiefly of 
practical good sense in the management of household affairs 
or civic duties, this theory. did not show its weakness. But 
when Rome grew from a city controlling Italy to an empire 
directing the world, such men as h:milius Paullus saw plainly 
that they must do something more to fit their children for 
the splendid position they had themselves attained, and so 
they were obliged to keep foreign teachers of literature and 
art in their houses as private tutors. 
:. The highest class of these private tutors was that of the 
philosophers, whom we have considered, and while the State 
set itself against their public establishments, great men in 
the State openly encouraged them and kept them in their 
houses. Cicero S3J'S that he treated his literary slave Diony
sius better than Scipi6 treated Panretius; and the jibe of 
Lucilius, that his horse and groom were worth more to him 
than his philosopher, seems to corroborate this.1 But still, 
so far as philosophy was concerned, the Romans could hardly 
say anything reasonable to depreciate the Greeks. No 
Roman of that day could produce anything beyond the 

1 C£ Mommsen, D. G. ii. 425. 
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obscure and probably contemptible Latin Epicureanism of 
Ennius and Amafinius. 

As regards literature"however, in the close of the second 
century B.C. a change was visible, which announced the new 
and marvellous results of the first. The Romans had begun 
with translating as best they could Greek masterpieces, then 
had attempted national poems like those of Nrevius. But 
according as the best judges began to appreciate the Greek 
originals and use them with greater ease, these early versions 
became ridiculous and were despised. We have before us 
only one large example of this change in critical taste-the 
versions of Greek comedy we find ,in Plautus and Terence 
respectively. The refined diction of Terence shows us what 
was the taste of the younger Scipio and Lrelius, and what 
they required in a translation as compared with the rude 
attempts of the older days. Still more remarkable is it that 
this brilliant success was not popular with the masses, and 
that it led to no further attempts in the same direction. 
Terence, far the most perfect; is also the last in the long 
~eries of early Roman translatiom; from the Greek. 

Nor are the causes far to seek. In the first place, this 
clearer and deeper comprehension of the great originals led 
to two conclusions-that the grace and beauty 'of Greek 
poetry were unattainable in Latin, and that they were in any 
case far above the enjoyment of the mass.es. In the second, 
the refinement attained in the style of Terence suggested 
that the Latin tongue had aftet all a future of its own, and 
was destined to pursue an independent course in litera
ture. This latter expectation was realised by the rise of 
Lucilius, the first original Latin poet, whose medleys on 
life and manners were not only popular within the circle 
which patronised and supported Terence, but among. th'at 
far larger public which could, not or would not appreciate 
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·the refined vices of Menander in Roman speech. The 
attempt of Nrevius to create a national poetry had failed, for 
the time was not ripe. The attempt of Lucilius succeeded, 
as the long line of Roman satirists abundantly proves. 

But the reaction in prose literature is still more remark
able. There were circulated during these days at least 
two specimens of Latin prose writing which were essen
tially Roman, and yet in no wise lacking either force or 
purity. These were the speeches of Caius Gracchus-of 
which fragments. remain-and the letters of his mother 
Cornelia. Such books showed that Latin eloquence had 
powers of its own, and need not build entirely upon Greek 
rhetoric. Accordingly Crassus and Antonius, the famous 
orators at the end of this century, whom Cicero has glorified 
in hi~ treatise de Ora/ore, though far from ignorant in Greek 
lore, were distinctly national, and founded the great school 
of Latin eloquence suggested by, but not derived from, its 
Greek sister. There is even abroad a spirit of antagonism 
to .Greek rhetoric, as a school of subtlety and of unpractical 
discussion, a spirit manifested not only in the traditions 

. of .these early orators, but in the edict against the Latin 
pedants who imitated the Greek professors (92 B.C.) 

Accordingly even in grammar, which Dionysius Thrax had 
been teaching at his school in Rome since 107 B.C., there arose 
a Latin school, of which the founder was L. JElius Stilo, who 
taught Roman youths gratuitously, as the great jurisconsults 
did, by yvay of advice as a friend, and who based his 
lessons o~\Latin grammar and style upon a study of the 
older Latin \~odels. The fashion of writing for posterity 
in Greek began to wane, and a Roman literature, solid and 
founded upon rational study, supplanted the exotic growths 
so long fashionable. 

Thus even in letters Roman culture began to take 
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its place beside Greek, and the whole civilised world was 
divided into those who knew Greek letters and those who 
knew Roman only. There was no antagonism in spirit 
between them, for the Romans never ceased to venerate 
Greek letters or' to prize a knowledge of that language. 
But of course there were great domains in the West beyond 
the influence of the most western Greeks, even of Massilia". 
where the first higher civilisation introduced was with the 
Roman legions and. 'traders, and where culture assumed 
permanently a Latin form. In the East, though the 
Romans asserted themselves as conquerors, they always 
condescended to use Greek, and there were prretors proud 
to give their decision§ at Roman assize courts in that 
language. Hence there might have been fairly anticipated 
a peaceful development of both under the Roman sway, and 
a long period of prosperity for Hellenism of the material and 
moral, though not of the political kind. The injustice of 
governors and traders who presumed on Roman domination. 
was indeed a pressing evil. Yet the development of higher 
culture at Rome, the spread of Stoic philosophy, the occur
rence of men like the Gracchi, the Scipios, and Rutilius 
point to an improvement not only in the rulers but in 
public opinion, and a growing disposition to hear the com-

- plaints of provincials and in time to redress them. 
But the great internal troubles of Rome supervened and 

cast into the shade all this higher development. While the 
select few were really· advancing on the higher paths, the 
bulk of the nobility and the populace were involved not only 
iIi the Gracchan troubles, and by and by in the shocking 
violences of Cinna and Marius,but also in the Jugurthan 
war, in the great Cimbric tumult, and then in the revolt of 
the Italian subjects. So it is that wars and rumours of wars 
fill the pages of the historian to the exclusion of social and 
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spiritual life. And SO it is with the Greek 1I"OTid nOW' under 
the domination of Rome. Here too the days of reform 
in provincial administration were too long delayed, and 
the great catastrophe of a new unsuccessful revolt came 
upon the larger and better portion of Hellenism When 
Mithradates, an oriental despot merely Tamished with 
cnIture, created his kingdom round the shores of the 
Emine. and came into collision with the Romans. the 
cruelties and oppl'e$ions of the publicani and prztors had 
been such, that the great body of Greeks in Asia and Hellas 
rose With him against their tormentors. 

The nations which are our special study thus suddenly 
move a.,aain into the foreground of history, and the erents in 
Greece and Asia Minor become suddenly as important as 
the annals of the capital This prominence was, howerer, 
pun:hased at a terrible cost; the reprisals and confiscations 
of the conquerors exhausted the Hellenistic world for 
generations. Far worse. too, than eren this was the renewed 
estrangement between Greek and Roman, which the eTeDts 
of the last fifty rears had been tending to efface. The 
friends of the 100,000 Italians massacred in Asia and at 
DelOs most hare made up their minds that after all there 
was a national antipathy which nothing could allay; they 
most hare felt that henceforth the only safe policy was to 
cripple completely an empire of subjects who, after all the 
public f'arour bestOW'ed in the way of internal liberty and 
public respect, were ready to join any barbarian innder 
a.,<>ainst the Republic of the West. 

. 'The wars of Mithradates with SyIIa and then with 
Lucullus are a matter of ordinary Roman history, here a.,"3.in 
profoundly interesting because we have. besides Appian, the 
inestimable Plutarch, whose lives of SyIIa, Sertorius, and 
Lucullus lead up to those of Pompey and Czsar. What we 
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have to do is to search the events of this momentous epoch 
for evidences of the progress or decay of Hellenism in the 
world. . 

And first of all let me tum to a very outlying province; 
which might easily be mistaken for a province of Helle~sm 
in the technical sense, but which is really of quite a different 
type-I mean the. civiliSation which the generals of Mithra
dates found and protected on the north of the Euxine, in 
the Crimean Iqngdom. 

This outlying portion of the Greek world had been planted 
. centuries before by the Milesians and Megarians for the 
purpose of trade, and a number of cities had been built along 

-the_strait which forms the outlet of the Sea of Asov. The 
country on the east side of that sea was productive in com 
and cattle. The shallow _ sea was peculiarly rich in fish, and 
with the gradual rise of population in Greece, and of luxury 
in Greek cities, this Cimmerian Bosphorus obtained an un
limited market for wheat, salt-fish, and hides. So its wealth 
and importance increased, and though always threatened by 
the nomad hordes of the N orth, ~e Greeks managed, either 
by building strong cities and walls across the isthmus, _ or 
by treaties and intermarriages with barbarians, to maintain 
themselves in wealth and culture. There were important 
free cities, and there were despotsl ruling over the inner 
country. .. One of the~e despots, Leucon, is mentioned by 
Demosthenes 9 as having obtained for himself and his heirs 
the freedom of the city of Athens, in requital for the gifts of 
com he had bestowed on the Athenians in a time of scarcity. 
The tombs of these despots, which were still unrifled in our 
time, have yielded treasures to the Museum of Kertch (sacked 
in the Crimean war by the French and English) and to that 

1 iK .. }.OUno 6l TVf'IU'''O< Kaltr£p 01 tr}..lollS itrmnis ')'E"YOJ'6ns (St~bo. 
vii. 40 4)· ,I In Le"ph'nem. §§ 30040. 
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bf S. Petersburg, which have been reproduced in splendid 
coloured plates by the Russian government. l These orna
mentsnot only show that large quantities of gold must 
have been brought to these Greek cities from the Ural, but 
that they possessed artists of the highest quality there to 
work it intO beautiful and rich designs. 

,The Macedonian conquest seriously affected the pros
perity of the Crimean Greeks. The'decay of Greece, not to 
speak of the .rival wealth of Egypt, spoiled their long-estab
iished market. When the political centre of gravity moved 
westward Africa and outer Spain could supply both wheat 
and salt-fish better and cheaper than the Sea of Asov, for the 
Mediterranean is not comparable to the Atlantic fish, and 
how could the climate of Scythia compete with Sicily and 
Africa-a climate where it was possible indeed to grow vines, 
but necessary to cover them completely with earth every 
winter; 2 a climate, moreover, where a great battle could 
be fought and won upon the ice, a feat which one of 
Mithradates's generals actually performed.8 

. The whole progress of Alexander's conquest neglected the 
Cimmerian Bosphorus and its Chersonese as of no import
.ance, and this decay of prominence meant of course. decay 
of power, and hence growing inability to meet or resi~t the 
aemands of the nomads, who expected the southerners to 
cultivate the land, but to pay a heavy tax or black-mail 
for lhis privilege. And this tax was determined by the 
strength and rapacity of those who demanded it. So there 
was repeated a history like that of Byzantium which I have 
already told in my Greek Life and Thought.· 

1 Antiquitls au Bospkore rimmlrim, giving the remains found in the 
tumulus of Koul-Oba, near Kertch • 

• 1 Strabo, ii. I, § 16. The practice still exists in Hungary, and I 
suppose elsewhere in those parts of Europe which have a severe winter. 

S Ibid. • P. 348 sq. 
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The details of this Crimean history, and the results in 
the time of Mithradates, which were till recently only known 
from Strabo's summary,l are now confirmed and enlarged by 
the long in~cription in honour of Diophantus,2 which tells 
us that he was a Sinopean, solicited by the king to undertake 
this command, and that he repeatedly won. victories for the 
king over the Scythians hitherto deemed invincible.s 

The 'generals of Mithradates brought a small army' of 
disciplined troops to the aid of the distressed Greeks, whose 
last king, P~risades, consented to pay a tribute of 200 talents 
and a vast amount {)f wheat to the Pontic sovran on condition 
of being saved from theScythjan marauders. Th,e battles 
which took place were famous, as demonstrating again the' 
absolute superiority of discipline and of better arms over 
any numerical majority of savages. Diophantus with 6000 

men defeated and almost annihilated a host alleged to be 
50,000 strong. I am always suspicious of the numbers in 
ancient histories; but the general statement is to be accepted, 
and is all the more interesting as we now attribute our 
superiority to Zulus and Arabs wholly to our arms of precision, 
which are generally different in kind from those of savages, 
and not, as the arms 'of .Diophantus's army, merely better 

1 vii. 4, § 17, probably taken from Posidonius. 
2 Which may be most easily read in Dittenberger's Sylloge, No. 252. 
8 TO~f &PVlrOO'Ta.TOVf 60/cOUPTa.s eTp.<1' l:/C6/Ja.s Tpel/ta.p.evof IrPWTOI' 1;" 

a.irrWI' 1;11'6'1/0'0 {Ja.O'iMa. M,/1. EWa.T. TPOlra.'iOI' dl'a.O'Ta.O'a., ICT>'. The titles 
o( the city authorities at Chersonesus, where the inscription was set up, 
also inform u's that in spite of titular kings, who were no more real 
kings than the rex sacrificulus at Rome, the constitution was democratic, 
and manifestly modelled from the old arrangements of Megara,which 
had founded Heraclea, the immediate mother - city of Chersollesus. 
Even the kings as religious officers, chosen by lot, occur in old inscrip
tions of Megara, as well as at Chios; and the eponymous officer at 
Calymnre was called p.61'a.px,os down to the first century A. D. (cf. Bill!. 
de (orresp. htll. viii. 30; ix. 286). 
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swords, shields, and spears. No doubt the field artillery 
must have been even more important then .than it is now, 
and must have astonished the Scythians as it did the 
Thracians when attacked by Alexander.1 

The protection of Mithradates lasted but a short time, 
and was exchanged for that of the Romans, who during all 
the century before us were occupied with domestic struggles, 
and were in any case culpably lax and careless about their 
outlying subjects. So then the overthrow of the Pontic 
power was probably a heavy blow to these cities'.- But the 
point to be noticed is this, that they never had formed part 
of any Hellenistic kingdom, nor had they been directly 
affected 'by any of the new influences which so deeply 
modified Hellenedom. Hence we shall find them under tho 
Roman Empire a curious remnant of old-world culture, differ
ing t()t() (al() from the newer settlements of Syria and inner 
Asia; but we must leave our further consideration of them 
till they again emerge in the pages of Dion Chrysostom.· 

As regards the real regions of Hellenism, Egypt was 
altogether unconcerned in the Mithradatic struggles, and 
firmly but politely refused to aid Sylla when he sent his 
lieutenant, the famous Lucullus, to beg for ships. The young 
king (Ptolemy Alexander) entertained the Roman with great 
splendour, but sent him away without help. The Syrian 
cities were now under Tigranes, whom they hated; but 
Tigranes was not implicated in the first war of his brother
in-law. It was in fact only Asia Minor and Greece (apart 

I Cf. my Alexandeys Emp""" chap. i. 
I There is a Latin inscription as late as the reign of Domitian laud· 

ing Ti. Plaut. Silv. {Elianus.legntepl'lllrrz/~"', of M~sia (58.69 A.D.), 
for saving the town of Chenon from a siege by a Scythian king. and 
so enabling a large quantity of com to be sent to Rome (d. elL iii. 
781. and Bull,H" til (~rresl. AlII. (Bell) ix. 275). 

• Below. chap. xi. Note there Pliny's letter on the subject. 



TilE C\RU.S LE.\Gl'E 91 

from the Crimean Greeks) ",hich ar~ in the suuwe 
..nth Syll.t. 

Here n may ~ first of all the greater predonlinmce 
and imporbnce of Asia.. The pr\n\aCy seems ~'~rsed. 
and ",h~ of old Ionia had been lung insignificant as 
COl\\~ ",ith the European sb~ now there is hardly 
any attOUnt bken of the l~tter ~pt Athens- the 
Asiatic citid sl\o..nng not only a fur ~ number 
of inMbiWlts. especially rorei~,,·ners. but also greater inde
pendence in their policy, Th~-h the majority join the 
innder and massacre the ha~ Iblic I\':Sidents. se\'etal 
isobted members of this great society of to\\'RS hold firnl 
in their all~-iance to Ronte. and e~ 1rithstand the Tictorious 
annies of the CAppadocWt. Of course there were many 
more ",ho turned upon the king as soon as they Coond the 
Roman ponr ns likely to overcome him. Of this we 
hue an interesting use in the Ephesians. "'hose d~ of 
reantation and of loyalty to the Romans Dl.ly now be read 
at Oxfurd. 1 Far more honest 11'3$ the CaNn Leagu~ headed 
by the to"", of Stratoniceia. ",hich from the first boldly 
resisted the runtic innder, and in consequence ~ived 
SlUt ~nNS and f~,"Ours 6.om Sylla. The~ has been 
I'e\.~tly fuund at Usina. ",hich ~~nts the site of 
Stratoni~ia. a now f.mlOUS -inscriptiun containing a letter 
from Sylb, and a SJtNhis iJIIlutilht-. ",hich the dictator got. 
passed in the rear So B. c., contirnling to the inhabitants aU 
the pri\'il~s he had bestowed upon them-~missiunortaxes. 
increase of territory, right of priority in consulting the SeMte. 
and. abo,"e all. the rie-ht of a.~-IUl\\ for their famous temple 
of Reate. ",hich had ~n adno"'l~ generally by the 
Greek \t"OfId. 1 

• tt 1Iid.-s, »_ l!Il.UirijS. po. 352-
• RCH ix. <437 .y. To this d«ulll'tftt ( sNit re~. 
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We can easily understand this philo-Romanism, 'even 
apart from long--sighted policy, such as we might have 
anticipated in the Rhodians. For oppressive as were the 
Italians, the Pontic king was worse,l and was distinctly a 
barbarian, in spite of his knowledge of Greek, his Greek 
mercenary generals, and his fine promises to- the Greek 
world. Appian, in describing his character,2 says he studied 
Greek culture, honoured Greek temples, and was fond of 
Greek music_ He was also a collector of antique works of 
art; 8 but his harem, and his utter dependence on eunuchs, 
which indeed was the main cause of his final overthrow, 
show his oriental side plainly ~h6ugh. His armies, too, 
though commanded by Greeks, were distinctly armies of 

, barbarians. If the Romans had indeed been expelled 
from the East, the cause of Hellenism would certainly have 
suffered more even than it did from their exactions. For 
the best Romans were already, or were daily becoming, real 
members of the Hellenistic world, and we can see from 
the policy of Sylla, Lucullus, and Pompey how even the 
manifest dislike and trea~hery of the Greeks, and their 
enthusiastic reception of the murderer of 100,000 Italians, 
had" not unsettled the fixed idea that Greeks were one thing, 
and all the rest of the East another; that Greeks had the 

1 His anoekism of the Chians-a ruthless piece of cruelty-is to be 
paralleled by the proceeding of Tigranes mentioned by Strabo (xi. 14, IS), 
when he was founding his new capital, Tigranocerta, from twelve Greek 
cities emptied for the purpose. This policy was frustrated in time by 
the conquest of Lucullus. 

I Mitk. 112. 

8 Ibid. liS, sub. fin. Strabo also (x. 4,10), in a digression upon his 
own ancestors and their relations to Cnossus in Crete, speaks of the 
intimacy of both Mithradates Euergetes 'and his son Eupator with the 
Greek family of Dorylaos, professor of military tactics. The younger 
Dorylaos (nephew of the elder) was brought up as an intimate with the 
great Pontic king. 
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monopoly of culture, and that the rest were only fit to 
serve them and the Romans. 

The gross ingratitl!de of the Greeks of Asia, who, in spite 
of this profoundly sentimental, theoretical admiration, took 
practical extortion and cruelty so much to heart as to 
massacre their admirers wholesale, was not indeed forgotten 
by the- Romans; 1 but in the moment of victory the cynical 
and relentless Sylla only punished them with an immense 
war indemnity, and his successor, Lucullus, sought to save 
them from the financial ruin which threatened them in con
sequence. The wealth of the free cities in Asia Minor seems 
to have been so great, that not even the levying of five years' 
taxes in advance would have ruined them, had they not been 
induced or constrained to borrow from the Roman specu-

. lators, who treated them in the same way as Verres after
wards treated the Sicilians. The usurers took care to make . 
all escape from their clutches impossible. 

. We hear of no parallel exactions from Greece, though 
the resistance of Athens and the Pirreus was to Sylla a 
far more serious offence than the mere massacre of Italian 
traders. Indeed, Sylla specially gives up, in his argument with 
Mithradates,2 the defence of M. Aquillius's character, and 
concedes that his· greed for gold and· dishonesty in selling 
provinces had been an important factor in the war. This 
admission would of course apply also to the inferior extor
tioners who infested the province of Asia. 

But Athens and the Pirreus really blocked the way, and 
made Sylla run imminent risk of losing everything; and 

1 What was even worse, the massacre and loss of property caused a 
financial crisis at Rome, an important fact omitted in the modern 
histories (cf. Cic. pro lege Man. § 19). Nam tum, quum i" Asia res 
"lalJ7laS permulti amiserant, scitllus Rotlltl!, solutio," ,'mpedita, fidem 
comidisse. 

I Appian, Alitk. 156, 157, no doubt taken from Sylla's own Memoirs. 
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though the latter was held by a foreign army under a foreign 
general, ArcheIaus, Athens had put itself under the direc
tion of a mere impostor, and permitted him, while bringing 
the city into great misery by his selfish cruelty, to insult 
and delay Sylla. 

The story of this Aristion is very interesting, as it shows 
us a prominent example of the curious class so widespread 
in that age-I mean the impostor in philosophy. The story 
is copied by Athenreus from Posidonius, who ,was a contem
porary' authority, and there is no reason to question the main 
facts. l This Aristion was son, by an Egyptian slave mother, 
to an Athenian who was a long time a pupil in the Peripatetic 
school of Erymneus (scholarch about I 10 B.C.) He succeeded 
to the goods of his father, who had apparently no legitimate 
son, and so he got himself enrolled as an Athenian citizen; 
We may imagine that in these decayed times any man with 
some money, who could show an Athenian father, found little 

1 Athen. v. 48 sq., 212. Appian (Mitll. 28) differs in many details. 
Athenreus calls him Athenion, but is wrong, as is proved not only by 
other writers, but by the existence of a coin of Athens, with the names 
of Mithradates and Aristion on It. It is reproduced in Duruy's Hist. of 
Rome, ii. 660, 661. Plutarch has the name right, reip. guo. prr.ec. 14. 
On a set of coins found in 1881 at Athens, which had evidently been 
buried at the nloment of Sylla's invasion, we find a gold coin (which is 
unusual, as only military conquerors seem to have made them) not only with 
M,/lpa6a:r'ls Ba .. ,Aws, and under it Aristion (as his satrap), but even with 
Mitltradates's • cognisance,' a winged Pegasus drinking at a fountain (cf. 
Revue des Itudu grtcques, ii. 145). In an able article on Athens and 
Mithradates suggested by this evidence, R. Weil (Mi""eiIUltgen des 
deutsell.Inst. in Atllen, vi. 314 sq.) argues that the story in the text, being 
derived from the Stoic Posidonius, is coloured by the strong prejudices 
of scholastic rivalry. Indeed the schools now took opposite sides, the 
Academics and Stoics holding with the Romans, the Peripatetics with 
the Pontic king. It may have been that Posidonius calls the man 
Athenion to assert his illegitimacy, by which name he would have been 
known but for his success in foisting himself on an Athenian tribe. The 
details must, therefore, be accepted with caution. 
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difficulty in accomplishing this. He then married a pretty 
slave girl, and adopted the profession of sophist, touting for 
youths who wantededucation.1So having practised both 
at Messene and at Larissa in Thessaly, and having made a 
good deal of money, he came "to Athens. Such wandering 
sophists were to be found all over" the. world. Thus a few 
years later, during the war of L~cullus with Tigranes, we 
hear of one, Amphicrates, who, flying from Athens arrived 
at S~leucia on the Tigris, where the people besought him, 
as being an Athenian, to establish himself as a sophist. But 
he said he would not be a triton among minnows,! and 
went off to the queen of Tigranes, Mithradates'ssister, 
where he obtained enough influence to be suspected· of 
cabals with the Greeks of Parthia, and was put to death. 

In the same way Aristion was ambitious of figuring at 
court, and got himself nominated as ambassador" from 
Athens to Mithradates. Pontus and Cappadocia had old 
relations with Athens. Sinope and Amisus especially, close 
to Eupatoria, the royal residence, were full of old Attic 
settlers since the days of Perikles, and both religious rites 
and names record this connection. It seems, however, that 
the moving foice which drove Athens to take this disastrous 
step was anger and jealousy at the Roman and Phrenician 
traders, who had settled in crowds at Delos, and had ousted 
the Athenian citizens, to whom the island now formally 
belonged, from all their business. No doubt the Italians 
were not only overreaching but self-asserting, and rode 
roughshod over the rights of the Delian merchants. C Aristion 
was sent out to Pontus, and here he was eminently suc-

1 ')'1\1"'$ Te ".fll31<TKdpIOP eiJp.opt/>oll ".pA$ TA <Tot/>I<TTe60w c,pP/<Te P.OlpJ.KI'" 
<TXO>"fl<TTlKiJ. (J'I)p06",,,. 

9 Plutarch, Lucullus, 22. His joke was reaJly much more insolent, 
seeing how great a city this Seleucia was"':"W$ ouli~ >..eKJ.v'l) lio>"",,11'" X"'po!'I). 
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cessful, SO that he sent letters to Athens telling of his great 
influence with the king, and that he would not only obtain re
mission of their encunibrances and a reconciliation of parties, 
but that they would recover their democracy, and receive 

. great presents both as individuals and for their state. So 
the Athenians were greatly excited at this hope, and at the 
chance of getting rid of the Roman supremacy.' 

, No sooner had Mithradates overrun Asia than Aristion 
set out for Athens, and was sent for to Carystos by the 
people with warships and great pomp. The whole city 
came out to meet him, like a new Alcibiades, and so this 
side - wind citizen excited the astonishment of all that 
beheld him, entering Athens in a gorgeous litter with 
purple hangings-a creature who had never seen such a 
thing at Athens in his life before, for not even a Roman 
would assume such airs in Attica. Every man, woman, and 
child ran together to witness his arrival, and naturally ex
pected great things from Mithradates, seeing that this 
pauper, Aristion, who had made his living by 'subscription 
lectures,' was now set up by him in lavish luxury. The 
Dionysiac artists l also came out to meet him, inviting him as 
the envoy of the new Dionysus-so the Pontic king was 
called by Asiatic flatterers-to all their feasts and privileges. 
So the man who had gone out from a hired lodging 
was led back to the mansion of the rich Direus (who owned 
revenues at Delos), which was adorned with carpets, paint
ings, statues, and silver plate. From this he issued forth in 
splendid robes, wearing a ring with the head of Mithradates, 
preceded and followed by a numerous escort. In the 
temenus· of the- artists sacrifices and libations were offered in 
honour of his advent People waited in crowds next day 
to see him pass, and all went to the public assembly 

1 Cf. Greek Life and nought, p. 383. 
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• 
without summons in the hope of hearing him. At last 

" appeared with a volunteer guard about him, every ( 
beirig anxious even to touch the hem of his garment.' ] 
thtm ascended the rostra prepared for the. Roman governo 
and made a pompous speech, of which Posidonius gh 
us his own version. l 

" He represents him as having painted the king's power 
glowing language, how all hither Asia obeyed him, how t1 
Roman generals, even Manius Aquillius, the conqueror 
Sicily (in the Slave war), was following him in chains, and tl 
rest ofthe so-called Romans in" As"ia either"were embracir 
the knees of the gods as suppliants, or had got rid of the 
togas and were now proclaiming their former nationalities
a very graphic feature, and no doubt in accordance with th 
facts. 2 So Thrace and Macedonia are sending him troop! 
and both the Italian insurgents and Carthage (!) are askillj 
him to join in destroying Rome. I Let us then no longe 
tolerate the anarchy inflicted upon us by the Roman Senate 
while they deliberate how we are to be governed, and let U! 

not bear to see the temples shut up, the gymnasia unkept, 
the theatre without assemblies, the courts silent, the Pnp 
taken from the people, the solemn processions disust:,d, and 
the schools of the philosophel's deserted.' 

If this language was used, it was surely intended to be 
understood in a loose sense. Athens had non" tl-." ~"~1~ 
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when we consider that the franchise had been restricted; 
the .Eleusinia interfered with, and a supervision over the 
schools exercised.l , However, the sham philosopher gained 
his object, was forthwith declared military strategus,2 and 
thereupon began a systematic persecution of all the wealthier 
people, who naturally adhered to the Roman interest. 
Then were re-enacted such scenes as have already been 
noticed in my former volume in connection with the revolt 
of the Achrean league. S The property of the suspects was 
seized; they were imprisoned and put to death without 
fair trial; the gates were guarded, and no citizen per
mitted to escape; even the country was scoured for stray 
fugitives, and a strict I curfew' established in the city. 
Aristion sent his lieutenant, Apellicon of Teos, to seize 
the riches of Delos, where this other Peripatetic was 
defeated by the Roman guard and most of his men killed. 4 

Here, as in the province of Asia, the Pontic king ordered a 
great massacre of Italians, and 20,000 are said to have lost 
their lives. 

So the wretched Athenians were implicated in the great 
war; they were compelled to stand a disastrous siege; all 
their f€lir suburbs were devastated by Sylla in his search for 
siege materials and provisions; the Pirreus was ultimately 

1 Cf. R. Well in MDIvi. 315. 
t In these later times it appears that, in imitation of the Roman consuls, 

the chief power at Athens had been vested in two strategi, one 11 .. 1 ,.C\ 
67rXa., the other brl rlplIII.[IC'7/fTIJI. The name of Philo appears beside 
that of Aristion on one of the coins. Ultimately the former strategus 
gave the name to the year, and becomes the sole chief magistrate (cf. 
Th. Reinach in the Revue tUS ItutUs grec'Iues, i. 169 s'l.) We have 
his marble arm-chair remaining in the theatre at Athens. 

a Greek Lift and Thoug/zt, p. 452. 
, Our information concerning the contact of Greeks and Romans at 

Delos is so new, and so instructive, that I shall revert to it more fully 
at the end of this chapter. 
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dismantled and reduced to an open fishing village,1 and the 
city itself sacked with great slaughter and rapine. The 
descriptions given of these events would make us believe 
that Athens was almost destroyed, and only recovered some 
dignity under the patronage of Hadrian. But this language 
is exaggerated, as we may infer from the allusions of 
Cicero a few years later. Thus Fimbria is said to have 
destroyed Ilium more completely than Agamemnon did, 
because the Ilians wanted to side with Sylla. But this too is 
beyond the truth. Still we may be sure that Sylla's terrible 
war in Attica and his two campaigns in Bceotia inflicted irre
parable harm on continental Greece. The temples were 
plundered; 2 the inhabitants conscribed; the country ruth
lessly taxed; and though the carrying away of statues to 
Rome was' not yet practised on a large scale, many valu
able collections were taken as booty. Sylla seized as his 
private share the library of Apellicon of Teos, a collector 
of old documents . and early copies of authors, who had 
(it was said) brought the original MSS. of Aristotle and 
TheophrastusS from Scepsis, where they had long mouldered 
in a cellar. The transference of this important collection 
to Rome is noted as a special moment in the higher 
education of that city. 

1 The celebrated arsenal of Philo, of which the remains have lately 
been excavated and the plan recovered, was burnt down by Sylla. Its 
site has been recently excavated, and the whole plan restored with 
admirable sagacity by W. Dorpfeld, with plans and drawings (cf. 
MDIvol. vi.) 

S Plutarch, Sylla, 12. 

S This story, told by Strabo (xiii. I, § 54), has excited much 
controversy. Apellicon was also accused by Posidonius of borrowing 
old state documents, and sending back copies, for which he was 

. threatened with prosecution at Athens (Athen. v. § 53, pp. 214, 215). For 
my own part, I believe what Strabo tells us about these adventures of 
Aristotle's books. 
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As regards the rest of Greece we hear nothing, save that 
there had been at Dyme (in Ach:Ea) a democratic revolu
tion of the usual kind against the people of property, to 
whom the Romans entrusted the management of affairs. 
This and the other disturbances in Greece were put down 
by Sylla, or whoever the Roman governor was, on fixed 
principles. They executed ringleaders, and took care to 
exclude from the franchise all the people who had no 
property. Sylla was a cynic in the modern sense, and in 
spite of all the trouble the Greeks gave him kept them 
about. him constantly to amuse him. It may be said of 
almost all the other eminent Romans of these days
Lucullus, Pompey, Crassus-that they regarded it as a sort 
of indispensable luxury to have a Greek philosopher in their 
retinue and an inmate of their house. And in this they were 
probably imitating the Hellenistic kings, who had adopted 
the same fashion, especially in new and outlying portions' 
of the Hellenistic world. 

The campaigns of Lucullus and Pompey were rather 
beyond the bounds of Hellenism, but not beyond the 
regions where many isolated cities were settled among 
orientals or barbarians. We have already taken notice 
of the violences done to these cities both by Mithradates 
and Tigranes. The latter insisted upon the inhabitants of 
many well-established towns leaving their homes to 
settle in his new capital, Tigranocerta. The conduct of 
Mithradates to the Chians was another specimen of the 
same kind of tyranny.l We· have also noticed the harsh 
treatment the Greek towns received from the later Mac
cabee sovrans.' 

All these separate cities through Asia Minor, Syria, and 

1 C£ Pluto Lruwllus, 14, 21, 26, 29. 32. 
I Above, p. 42 s,. 
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Palestine received a new life, and many dated a new era, 
from the victory of the Romans. Sylla, Lucullus, and 
Pompey all carried out the old policy of favouring the 
isolated cities, and of securing their communal privileges in 
the midst of the territories of the various dynasts still left 
in control of native affairs. They would willingly have 
abolished all or most of these regents, but, to their astonish
ment, the Asiatic populations, even in contact with Greek 
culture, were known to refuse the proffered boon, and to 
beg for monarchical rule.1 These native princes were, how
ever, only inferior governors under Roman rule, just as 
many native princes in India govern under the super
vision of the English, and they were not allowed to 
interfere with the free cities known as Greek-

But this Hellenism established by Rome was distinctly a 
communal affair, and the isolated cities through Asia never 
·hoped for or pretended to any empire over neighbours, such 
as was still claimed by the Tauric settlements about the Sea 
of Asov. The cities of Asia Minor and the coast, with the 
exception of Rhodes, had not done so for centuries, and 
therefore easily fell into the groove marked out for them. 
So that all the exactions of the Romans, the losses by earth
quakes, the contributions levied by warring powers, were un
able to crush the prosperity of the cities of Asia. The cities 
of Greece proper, and of the Crimea, with their very different 
traditions, found the change hard, and rebelled against it 
both in open war and by stubborn discontent. The result 
was, that except Athens, whose primacy not even the sack 
and devastation of Sylla could destroy, the cities of Greece 
proper languished; their streets became empty; their 
business decayed. The exactions of war, the pressure 

I E.g. the Cappadocians, when Pompey, on the extinction of their 
royal family, offered ·them liberty (Strabo, xii. 2, § II). 
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of occasional famine and disease, were fatal to such decay
ing societies, and we can show from the attempts at union 
or even fusion among these very separatist societies how 
much they had come to feel their weakness. 

We now have a case of the positive amalgamation of two 
towns, Medeon and Stiris in Phocis, which seems to me 
unique. l But what other meaning can the many KOLVa. have, 
which the Romans permitted, as soon as Greece had calmed 
after the destruction of Corinth, and which meet us at every 
turn in the inscriptions down to the days of the Empire. 
Not only had h:tolia, Breotia and Phocis, the great islands 
of Rhodes ~nd Crete, each united into KOLVa. embracing the 
whole districts or islands, but we find smaller local combina
tions under the same title meeting at Demetrias (Magnesians), 
Anticyra (Oeteans), Larissa (Thessalians), and even a KOLVDV 

'TWV ' AOap.&.vwv dedicating a statue to the legate Q. Brut. 
Sura. These local gatherings of cities, now villages (though 
to be called KWp.al would have been an insult, and would 
have been politically and socially false), had their embassies, 
their diplomacies, their festivals, as if Greece were yet 
politically alive. But this subject will recur more naturally 
in connection with Plutarch's times. 

I have already noted the habit usual with Roman magnates 
of bringing Greek philosophers in their train. Thus Antiochus 
bf the Academy was the constant companion of Lucullus, 
Theophanes the Mytitenrean of Pompey, as· Panretius had 
been of the younger Scipio.' But in Sylla we have a partial 

1 Cf. Beaudouin in Bcn v. 43 sq. on this curious document, 
equalising the rights of all the citizens of both places, and enacting that 
such ·of the Medeonians as have held office alIeady are not to be re
quired to do so at Stiris, unless they volunteer. This view of public 
offices as burdens is characteristic of the times. I put the date later than 
M. Beaudouin does, and would refer it to the times now before us. 

I Cf. also the remarks of Strabo (xi. I, 6) upon the relations of 
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exception. He seems to have preferred less serious com
panions, and to have rather consorted with those Greek 
artists whose character is so reprehended in Aristotle's 
Problems, 1 actors, singers, etc., and still more those sooth
sayers and prophets who were rife among the sanctuaries of 
Asia. This religion of emotion, this fear of occult influences, 
this worship of fortune as compared with reasonable forecast, 
were phenomena really more oriental than Greek, and were 
always at home in the eastern domain of Hellenism, while 

. philosophy and with it scepticism dominated Greece. 
But the long residence of Roman troops in Asia and 

the .special temper of Sylla seem to have made this worship 
of wonder, and belief in miracles, the fashioQ in what I 
may call the school of Sylla. In the Lives of Lucullus and 
Pompey, as well as in the Life of the DiCtator, there are· 
strange stories told which would have been ridiculed by the 
cirCle of Scipio, or by the rational school of Cicero and 
Cresar, who learned from- the philosophers of Athens and of 
Rhodes.2 Though we may note this retrogression, there 
can be. no doubt that the many aristocrats in Sylla's staff and 
in his army acquired a familiarity with Greek quite different 
ftom that acquired by their elders from teachers in Rome. 

Posidonius to Pompey. ' How can we trust him about obscure matters, 
where he had no probable evidence to quote, when he says such extra· 
ordinary things about what is well known, and this too when he was Pom· 

. pey's companion on his expedition to the Caucasus, between the Caspian 
and Colchian seas. For when Pompey set out for the pirate war he 
chanced to meet Posidonius at Rhodes, and to have a discourse with him, 
and asked as he was departing, whether the philosopher had any advice 
to give. Whereupon he answered in the words of Homer, "Ever be 
brave and superior to the rest." Add to this that he wrote the history 
of Pompey's deeds.' 

1 Cf. my Greek Life and Thought, p. 384. 
2 Cf. the anecdotes· in Plutarch's Sylla, 27; Lucullus, 23 j where 

Sylla's remark is quoted, that no forecast is so trustworthy as what is 
foretold in dreams. . 
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So Lucullus was always studying Greek culture, and rom
pey, after settling the East, came back to Mytilenc, Rhodes, 
and Athens to enjoy a literary and artistic holiday.l When 
there were daily dealings with Greek populations, and 
billeting in Greek towns, and leisurely winter quarters in 
historic places like Ephesus and Smyrna, the young genera
tion of Romans must have acquired ,n ready and practical 
knowledge of Greek language and Greek ways. rlutarch, 
at the opening of his Lift of MariNI, notices that general's 
absolute ignorance and contempt of Greek letters as some
thing exceptional, and yet even Marius was obliged to give 
a Greek representation on the stage, which he attended only 
for n moment. But he was, perhaps, the last of the narrow 
and vigorolls Roman boors. 

The very same causes, especially the winter campaign o( 
SyUa in Asia Minor, are set down by the historians of Greek art 
as fixing the moment when the Roman taste for that splendid 
adornment of cities passed from a public into a private and 
individual feature. It had indeed long been the habit o( the 
conquerors to bring the spoils of conquered cities to Rome, 
and this habit has remained in fashion through Inter days, 
as the arch of Titus manifests, down to the days of 
Napoleon, and even our own, when relics of King KofTce or 
Cetwayo or Theodore are still treasured as interesting 
records of British victories. The results o( the early vic
tories of Rome over Greek cities were of course far more 
important, (or the streets and public places were becoming 
crowded with statues (amous in their homes, and therefore 
prized without further discrimination by the victors. Even 
so educated a man as Cicero, brought up in the midst of 
these exhibited masterpieces, specially disclaims (in his 
Verrine orations) the title of connoisseur. Yet in his day the 

I Plut. 1'011110 42. 
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art treasures of great Greek "cities had surely been long 
enough in Rome to educate any people of even moderate 
capacities. Marcellus had carried away from Syracuse in 
212 D.C. the finest statues and pictures of that splendid art
centre, and they were exhibited in the temple of Honos and 
Yirtus at the Porta Capena. The ruin of Capua brought 
additions to this booty, but trilling compared with the spoil 
of Tarentum, brought home in 209 D.C. by Fabius, of which 
Lysippus's colossal statue of Heracles was long famous on 
the capitol 

A few years later (197 D.C.) the triumph of Flamininus 
gained for Rome all the treasures which Philip V of 
Macedon had either inherited or plundered-the first con
tribution from eastern Greeks to the growing capital of 
the world. Even this acquisition was cast into the shade 
by the treasures paraded in his triumphs over the .lEtolians 
by M. Fulvius Nobilior in 187 D.C. These comprised not 
only the wealth of Thermus, of which I have spoken else
where,l but that of Ambracia, the brilliant capital of 
Pyrrhus and his successors. We hear of 285 bronze and 
230 marble statues in this collection, for which the victor 
built the temple of Hercules Musarum. I need not do more 
than mention the names of Mummius and Corinth (145 B.C.) 

This long series S shows how fully Rome had been equip~ed 
with materials and museums-the special temples above
named were in fact museums-for a thorough art education. 
Yet up to this point, and indeed for a generation follow
ing, there is hardly any sign of a development of Roman 
taste. We know that Metellus Macedonicus brought from 
Greece a company of architects and other artists to build 

I Grult Lift tm4 Tltt1llcllJ, po 417. 
I A very convenient list of all the named statues thus set up in Rome 

is given by Saalfeld (HeI4",sNIUS ill LaI,UNI, P. 8.t -Sf.) 
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his famous portico; but had even this specimen of Greek 
superiority remained isolated,-his company of Greeks would 
have produced no further effect thari the famous Italian 
stucco-workers did who came to Dublin in the last century, 
and filled all the old mansions of that city with their delicate 
art, and whose departure can be fixed almost to a year 
by the shocking contrast of the home work done while their 
beautiful designs were still fresh upon the walls, and before 
the eyes of the Irish workmen. And yet over and over 
again Irish workmen have shown that they possess a talent 
for decoration of the highest kind, when a sufficient stimulus 
has been given. 

In the Roman case this stimulus is usually referred, not to 
the great exhibitions of art treasures which we have enumer
ated, but to the acquisition of the royal treasures of Pergamum 
through the bequest (genuine or forged) of the last Attalid. 
For then Romans first began to dwell in Greek Asia, and the 
most brilliant part of it, as administrators and curators of 
these things; their value as property came to be discussed, 
and no doubt many offers of money were made by rich 
Asiatic Greeks for art objects which the Romans had over
looked as mere furniture. The campaigns of Sylla, implying 
winter quarters in Greece and Asia, enforced and extended 
this new knowledge in no ordinary degree, as the text of 
Plutarch tells us, so that this is really the epoch when the 
Romans began to turn from mere collectors of spoil into 
individual amateurs and dilettanti, at first on the average 
gross and vulgar like V erres,then refined and educated 
like Lucullus. For of course the two types existed from the 
first, but the relative numbers of the former kept diminish
ing while the latter increased 

The recent researches of the French school at Delos 
have, however, shown us that other permanent influences 
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must have contributed to the result, and that Pergamum 
cannot be credited with so complete a monopoly in Roman 
education. 

These scholars have discovered a wealth of inscriptions 
both unexpected and. unparalleled, except it be that of the 
Athenian Acropolis or the temple of Delphi; nor dQ I 
suppose that either of these great repositories of state
documents equalled Delos, the latter in importance, the 
former in the catholicity of its records, for Greeks from all 
parts of the world sought permission from the Delians, more 
even than from the Delphians, to set up copies of important 
treaties in their famous sanctuaries, both for publicity and 
for security in days to come. The result has been that upon 
the site of the temple of Apollo, and in other holy places 
at Delos, M. Homolle has already recovered sixty slabs, with 
at least 400 multifarious inscriptions, many of more, than a 
hundred lines, some even several hundred lines long. One 
of them, an inventory of the treasures of the temples, which 
was required when a new tommittee of curators (EfpcnrOlOt) 
took over the charge from their predecessors, occupies forty
eight large pages of close printing.l From this and the 
other documents quite a new light has been thrown upon 
the history of the island, and especially upon its relations 
to the Romans, which have been treated by M. Homolle in 
special monograph.2 

Delos, as a sacred island, enjoyed from the earliest times 
the respect of all Greece, so that it was nominally free and 
inviolate, though its weakness made it really subject to the 
dominant power for the time being in the lEgean. Under 

1 BCn vi. I sq., with M. Homolle's commentary. 
2 Les Romains a Delos, BCH viii. 75 sq. These articles supersede 

all previous work upon the subject, even that of serious excavators like 
M. Lebegue, who began the work. 
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the Athenian supremacy the treasures were administered by 
amphktions, afterwards by ~Ep07l"0W{. Even the Spartans, dur
ing their brief naval supremacy (404-394 B.C.), show by the 
offerings they made, and still more by their declaration to 
respect the rights and liberties of the island, 1 that they really 
cOQtrolled it. Under the renewed supremacy of Athens, 
when her reins were not drawn so tightly, and during the 
days of Philip and Alexander, we hear but little of Delos. 
The conflict for supremacy was not at that epoch a naval 
question. . 

In the troubles which supervened upon the death of 
Alexander the islanders of the lEgean either formed or 
formulated more definitely a confederation, known in the 
inscriptions as KOW~V 'TWV V'I1O'IWTWV, probably for mutual 
defence against pirates. Several inscriptions thank certain 
individuals and give them general civic rights in all the 
islands for benefits conferred upon the islanders, and direct 
that they shall be crowned at the PtolemlZo, when the 
tragedies are being performed.2 This feast indicates to us 
once more the able and far-seeing policy of the first 
Ptolemy, which I have shown in its proper light elsewhere;8 
for he took under his protection this League, and was 
probably declared its formal president. Indeed all the 
leading Diadochi, beginning with Peucestas and Craterus, 
sent offerings to Delos, but the struggle for political power 
was between the Ptolemies and the Antigonids, one of 
whom (Gonatas) after his great victory at Cos controlled the 
League, as the Antigoneia celebrated there for some years 
prove.' He lost this control again after his defeat at Andros, 

I Cf. M. Homolle on the restoration of this text, BCHiii. 13. 
I BCH iii. 321 ; 'iv. 320; vii. S. 

• Greek Lift anti Thougllt, p. 161 sq. 
• BCH x. 105. 
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and the Ptolemies, who apparently celebrated this victory by 
the founding of the Euergesia, maintained th~mselves till 
the slothful I'hilopator abandoned all foreign policy. Under 
all these competing sovrans, with their many bounties, 
commemorated in formal votes of thanks, the Delians, 
nicknamed the parasites of Apollo,· and their league of 
islanders, which perhaps met at Tenos as well as Delos, 
lived on in at least material comfort, and were probably 

, under the protection of Macedon when the interference of the 
Romans and the declaration of independence made by Flami
ninus·left them without a strong hand to preside over them. 

This duty waS undertaken by the Rhodians, who from 
200 to 167 B.C. kept the seas with their guardships 
(cf>vAaKtofs), and protected both trade and island property. 1 

But even now there begins the long series of inscriptions 
either bilingual or relating to Italians, which make us feel 
that here, above all, the Romans were determined to. effect a 
permanent lodgment on Greek soil. Accordingly Delos 
begins suddenly to rise in importance, when the settlement 
of Greece after the battle of Pydna (168 B.C.) took place, 
and the Rhodians were to be punished for their independ
ence or their secret sympathies with Macedon. 

It was clearly in the interest of Roman traders that Delos 
was selected for the free port of the JEgean, and therefore 
the great centre of _ all the trade of the N. E. Mediterranean. 
But the island was nominally handed over to the Athenians, 
who proceeded to expel the Delians, and occupy it in 
company with Romans. Inscriptions now speak not of the 
demos of the Delians, but of the demos of the Athenians, and 
of the Romans dwelling in Delos. We know that it became 
a great slave market: we know that in addition to the 

1 C£ Bcn x. 123. 199. where Epicrates, an Il.PXWII I,..! TWII lI.qtTWII, 
ci,..OtTT4Xdr .nr~ Toil 6.qp.ou TWII 'POa/WII, is thanked for his services. 
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Jews, Phrenicians, and Egyptians who had gradually settled 
there with their gods, Roman traders came in crowds j 
the destruction of Corinth in 146 was probably sug
gested by the strong commercial jealousies of Roman 
Delos; and though the government and its civil service 
were conducted by Athens, which sent there a High Com
missioner (brll'(A~T;), as we once did to Corfu, and though 
the titles of many officials show that sundry Athenians 
derived their. income from this source, it is plain that to the ' 
Romans fell the lion's share of the profits. 

It was from this stepping-stone that the Roman business
men passed over to the province of Asia, which fell to them 
by the will of Attalus in 133, and which added greatly to 
the importance and the population of Delos. This is indeed 
tl'le most brilliant epoch of its later history. Now it is that 
we find great Corporations or Companies of Merchants 
settled there with splendid buildings, porticoes, temples of 
their own, and commemorating in many inscriptions their 
prosperity and their thanks to the gods. Of these the 
Hermaists were the most Roman, and the most important, 
with a sort of public place, like an Exchange, within their 
porticoes. Most of their dedications are from Romans, and 
the whole island is tinged with Italian influences. The 
Athenians and Romans jointly built quays, marts and temples, 
and even Puteoli is called a little Delos I For besides the 
Hermaists were Apolloniasts, and Poseidoniasts, who were 
not only Hellenic Greeks, but Syrian Greeks from the 
coast 'of Palestine, Jews, and even freed men. We find 
the worship of the Lares, the Compilalia, and an altar to 
Bona Fides commemorated in inscriptions about the year 
100 B.C., as well as temples to Sarapis, Isis, the Syrian 
Aphrodite, Adad and Atargatis, even before that date. 
Delos was bidding fair to rival Alexandria, and collect all 
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the wares of Asia Minor and of the Black Sea in her 
mart. 

If the Athenians had been allowed to levy port dues, 
what a mine of wealth their possession of the island would 
have brought them I But the Romans insisted upon its 
freedom j the rich merchants even maintained a military 
guard, and we can imagine the Athenians jealous and 
bitter at these limitations, perhaps for that very reason 
hailing Mithradates as a naval power which would rid them 
of the Romans, whereas the population of the island was 
strongly Roman in policy. as it was mainly Roman in blood 
Hence the impostor Aristion strove to seize it. and presently. 
when the Pontic fleet swept the .tEgean, the Romans were 
massacred. and Mithradates ruled the island. not without 
solemn offerings, which are commemorated in the inscrip
tions.1 After about three years (86-84 DoC.) he was ex
pelled by the Romans, and now the demos of the De/jails 
reappears. But Sylla was so forgiving al)d so conservative 
that he gave back the island to the Athenians. In 84 DoC. 

the Hermaist Corporation was revived. in 79 the other two 
above mentioned. and a new cQurse of prosperity seemed 
at hand. But though Cicero in his speech for the 
Manilian Law! speaks of it as quite safe from the inroads 
of the pirates, that awful scourge fell upon Delos. The 
pirate Athenodorus, not twenty years after the massacre 
by Theophanes. made a systematic attack upon Delos. 
and not only slew or enslaved the whole popUlation. but 
deliberately destroyed the splendid buildings and temples 
which were the evidence of Roman life. 

From this second disaster the island never recovered. 
though some inscriptions, and the founding of a sodality 
called the Pompeiasts, show that in the pacified .tEgean 

I Ben vi. 343. I 18,55. 
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the merchants tried to reconstruct their shattered homes. 
But whether, as M. Homolle thinks,l Puteoli carried 
off the trade, or whether, as I would suggest, the resur· 
rection of Corinth, and its rapid rise, made Delos un
necessary, the island lost both its wealth and its population, 
and sank gradually into silence and decay. There only 
remained the ruins of its former splendour, and among 
them countless records of laudation, of dedication, of 
supplication to the· gods, from all nationalities and 
countries, from Massanassa of Numidia to Mithradates of 
Pontus (BCH xi. 255), as well as catalogues of treasure, 
treaties of alliance, lists of membership in societies of 
which the name is often effaced. In these laudations, 
which form the larger part of the inscriptions every
where during this epoch, and in which the preamble is the 
important part, for it often recites historical facts, men are 
praised not only for their public conduct but for their 
sentiments, for tI!eir good manners, for their modesty as 
well as for their eloquence or poetic taste employed in 
the exaltation of Delos. 2 

Such 'are the materials from which the sagacity of M. 
Homolle has recovered a connected and rational story. 
Here we have in its locus the concentration of Roman
Hellenistic commercial life. 

lOp. cit. viii. 153. 
2 Here are some specimens from Nysa, in the valley of the Mreander : 

--'I] {Jo6",., /Cal I} "YEPOVIICa. /Cal 01 pio. Irdp..,IIa.v K. JlEa.VCa.P i1r"pa.Pfj, "Y&OVf 
rE "'E/cEP, /Cal rfjs & ro'sllllEII. IIEP,PM-rtrOS, ete. l the next, 3.4 rljv C3Ca.v 
a.6rol) /C0tIp.<fn-rtra. /Ca.l 3'4 r4s rCw 1rpO"(lN/4/I .~fP"YEII{a.f (BCN xi. 347). 
Another to a physician, because no one suffered from his hauteur (op. cit. 
xii. 328). Another to a poet, b,...3~ A.,p.orO • .,s A1IIXv"'ov • Av3p.Of, 1rO'~f 
ifw, 1rE1rpa."Yp4rEVTa.< 'trEPC rE rb IEpbJl /Ca.l ~ 'trIA", rWJI A.,XCwv, /Ca.l rOOf 
p.6l1oVf roos t7r.XWpCOVf "Yi"Ypa.~E, he is to be crowned with bay, etc. cr. 
also BCN xiii. 245. 



CHAPTER VI 

THE HELLENISM OF CICERO AND HIS FRIENDS 

THE Hellenism of Cicero and his circle are quite worth a 
separate chapter, for not only does the career of this cele
brated man form an epoch in the history of Greek letters 
at Rome, but he has given us such copious and reiterated 
explanations of what lie intended, and what he performed, 
that we are in no doubt or hesitation as to his peculiar 
title to literary fame. 

We are not concerned here with Cicero as a politician, 
unless it be to show that his character in this relation cor
responds with its literary aspects. He aspired, like most 
men of great intellect and of weak character, to act as 
mediator between extreme men on both sides; he earned, 
as usual, what many such men have not deserved, the char
acter of a trimmer. But in his case the general verdict is. 
justified by his own statements. Anyone who will take an 
Index of Cicero and look up what he has said to and of 
Cresar before his supremacy, during his supremacy, and 
after his _ murder, will require no -further evidence: The 
retort of the displaced knight Laberius sums it all up. He 
was looking for a seat in the theatre, when Cicero, who did 
not want his company, but desired to retain his goodwill, 
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said: 'I should gladly have made place for you beside me, 
were I not squeezed for room.' 'It is odd that you should 
be squeezed,' was the retort, 'seeing you generally sit upon 
two stools.' 

Yet it is a curious reflection that what was in politics his 
disgrace was in letters his greatest title to honour. He 
was a mediator j he was distinctly the -first Roman able to 
appreciate and translate Greek thought of the highest kind, 
while he also produced solid and splendid Latin work of his 
own. With Cicero Latin prose became distinctly a rival of 
the· best Greek prose, and no critic who has honestly 
studied the great roll of Latin writers down to the Middle 
Ages, can deny that here the Romans have produced a 
literature as first-rate, and as independent, as ever was pro
duced by a people coming late in history, and therefore 
necessarily starting with great models before them. 

This, then, is the keynote which Cicero perpetually 
strikes,- and with reasonable pride. He boasts that in his 
day the highest species of Greek prose, which had hitherto 
defied the efforts of the Roman writers-philosophy-had 
been mastered by him, and reproduced in a clear and 
elegant Roman form. Whatever metaphysical critics may 
say as to the substance, and yet even here Cicero is by no 
means contemptible, there is no doubt as to the form. 
Anyone who has had metaphysical ideas to propound, ever 
since, has found Latin an adequate medium, from Seneca 
to Descartes. There were other departments of prose in 
which he had great forerunners, as we have already men
tioned (above, p_ 84). In poetry, where he tried to naturalise 
Epic hexameters, he distinctly failed. He met the fate of 
most great prose writers who have attempted poetry. 
Lucretius, his greatest literary contemporary, of whom he 
hardly speaks, would probably have been as poor in 
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prose as Cicero was in poetry. But the concurrent appear
ance of Lucretius and Catullus as poets, and of Cresar 
as a historian, with" Cicero as an orator and philosophic 
essayist, shows that his genius, like every other great and suc
cessful genius, expressed the spirit and the temper of its age, 

Let us now tum from generalities to the details which he 
gives us concerning the education which produced these 
splendid results. 

We may start from a curious passage which will lead us 
to many important inferences. In the speech pro Rabirio, 
among other very flimsy arguments which the orator is 
called upon to refute, is the following: I" 'Object if you 
please, that he went about in a [Greek] pallium [not a 
R~man toga], that he wore the insignia of a non-Roman 
man; all that this means is merely that he was rash in 
trusting his money, his fame, his fortunes to the caprice. of 
a king [of Egypt]. He was foolish, I confess; but the facts 
remain; either he must wear a pallium at Alexandria, if he 
was ever to resume" his toga at Rome, or he must lose all 
his fortune if he stuck to his toga. We have often seen not 
merely Roman citizens, but noble youths, and even some 
senators of the highest families, not too in their private 
gardens or suburban villas, but in the town of Naples, 
wearing a Greek head-dress-mitella, deliciarum eaussa et 
voluptatis.2 You see L. Sylla the dictator in a [Greek] 
chlamys, and the statue of L. "Scipio, who conquered 
Antiochus, in the Capitol, not only in a chlamys, but in 

1 § 25 sq • 
. I 'Here, at Naples,' says Strabo, writing two generations later, 'are 

found the deepest traces of Greek life, gymnasia and ephebies and 
phratries and Greek proper names, though the people are Roman. 
Now "they have also a five-yearly feast, with musical and gym
nastic contests which rival the most famous in Greece. . . . The Greek 
customs of Naples are kept up by those who have lived by educating, 
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Greek slippers. And these men did not incur prosecution, 
or even criticism. We need not cite the case of P. Rutilius, 
who escaped the massacre of Mithradates at Mytilene by 
adopting Greek dress. So when Rabirius went to king 
Auletes, and the king proposed this way of saving the 

. money, that he should become the king's agent [dicecetes], 
both the name and the dress were odious to him j but there 
was no help for it. For we know what it is to serve an 
absolute king.' 

We have here a plain statement of the fact that at an 
earlier stage of the contact between Greece and Rome an 
imitation of Greek fashions was tolerated, which was un
popular and censured in Cicero's day. Thus, to cite other 
evidence, T. Flamininus was, no doubt, both proud and 
envied because he could speak Greek, and join in the 
deliberations of a Greek assembly, whereas it was made a 
distinct charge against Cicero by a supporter of Verres, that 
he had actually attended a Greek Senate (at Syracuse) 
and spoken in Greek there.1 

Many natural causes can be assigned for this reaction. 

and others who retire hither from Rome by reason of age or sickness 
and live at their ease. This Greek aspect of society pleases not a few 
Romans who dwell there from choice' (v. 4, § 7). This kind of re
fined retirement is quite different frotl\ the ptrgro:eari of Plautus, a word 
which passed out of use with the idea it represents, and is noted in 
the Dictionaries as ante-classical. Nicolaus Damasc. (fllor K ... .,.. 4) 
specially insists that Augustus never in his youth wore anything but 
Roman dress, though he lived much in Greek lands. 

1 Ait i,ulignum facinus esse,quoa tg-o in senalu Graeo verba fedssem, 
quod quidem apud Graeos Graee locutus essem, id flm nul/o modo posse 
(in Verr. ii. 4, § 66). I suppose the fear that lucrative foreign appoint
ments might be limited to good Greek scholars was one cause of this 
strong feeling among the vulgar and greedy Roman nobles. There was 
a regular profession of interpreters in Sicily to explain Greek to the 
Romans (in Verr. ii. 3, § 84). These people were like the Levantines, 
who do this kind of duty now in Syria and Egypt. 
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The evils which came in with Hellenism became more 
and more evident; and if about the very period with which 
our history in this volume begins (140 B.C.) the greatest 
families still held fast to the principle that all higher culture 
must com~ through Greek, the results were such as to 
alarm many strict and patriotic Romans. The political 
views of Scipio JEmilianus, the pupil of Polybius and 
Panretius, were suspicious enough, and his advocacy of a 
larger cosmopolitanism so dangerous as to cause his 
assassination (129 B.C.) The career of the Gracchi, both 
trained from the outset by Greek philosophers and gram
marians, was still more ominous. The practical insignifi
cance of the Greek race in politics made their theories all 
the more extravagant and· reckless, and such a. man as 
Blossius of Cumre, who first inflamed Tiberius Gracchus 
and then joined the insurgent or claimant Aristonicus in 
his war for Pergamum against. Rome, must have appeared 
to respectable Romans, even of a liberal type, peculiarly 
mischievous. 

Cicero accordingly represents the great orators of the 
generation preceding his own,-Antonius and Crassus,
as distinctly repudiating Greek training in their publiG utter
ances, on account of its unpopUlarity with the Roman 
public. He adds, no doubt, that in secret they zealously 
learned what they could from Greek books, and that they 
knew far more about them than they pretended. But to go 
to Greece for the purpose of study would have been in their 
day thought unpatriotic and unpractical. Crassus; indeed, 
had a confidential Greek slave as his amanuensis and 
reader, l but both he and Antonius are represented by. 

1 Quod enim neque precibus unquam nee ,'nsidiando me speculando 
assequi potui, ut, quid Crassus ageret meditandi aut dicendi caussa, non 
modo videre miM, sea ex ejus scriptore et lectore ,DipMlo suspicari /iteret, 
etc. (de Oratore, i. § 136). 
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Cicero in the Dialogue as explaining how they came to 
Athens ;n the course of tluir Roman official business, and not 
for the purpose of study.l The whole treatise tie Ora/ore, 
put into the mouths of these famous Romans, is indeed 
based and built upon the Greek rhetoricians, with such 
practical modifications as Roman life dictated, but still the 
statements just quoted are clear evidence of the drift of 
public opinion at the moment. 

At the same time this very Crass us, when censor, issued 
an edict silencing the new Latin rhetoricians, who had 
started in imitation of the Greeks, and the reason he 
assigns 2 is not their introduction of Greek habits, but their 
gross ignorance as compared with Greek teachers in the 
same subject. They only professed Greek impudence 
without Greek learning. We find this strong contempt 
of Latin professional teaching (1 am not speaking of the 
gratuitous lessons given by noble Romans) lasting up to 
the time of Cicero, though naturally, as Latin letters rose 
in importance, Latin schoolmasters improved in position 
and attainments. The orator tells us in a fragment 3 that 
he remembered as a boy a certain L Plotius, the first man 
who began to teach boys [rhetoric] in Latin; that Plotius 
was very popular, and attended by many zealous youths, so 
much so that Cicero himself wished to join his classes. ' 1 

1 Cf. for Crassus, de Oralore, i. § 4S.-Audivi en"'n IUm1ll01 ho1llines, 
IJUU1ll quzstor ex Maced(mia Aillenas venisse1ll, Jlorenli Academia, etc. 
For Antonius, ibid. § 82, which is still more explicit: na1llgue eco1llel, 
'lui sertl ae /eviler GrtZcas IiI/eras alligislem, lamen, guu,n pro consult 
in Cilidam pro/idstens AI/tenal veniuem, eomp/urtl lum ibi dies 
propter navigandi difficultatem (ommtwolus: sed, guum guolidie mecum 
/taberem /tomines doc#sst'mos, etc. The combination /tomo d()(lissimus 
seems to me to mark the Roman standpoint of respectful contempt 
very welL 

• According to Cicero, de Oral. iii. § 93, 
• Fr. 222 (ed. Nobbe), ad M. Ti'iniu1II. 
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was restrained from doing so,' he adds, 'by the authority of 
the most learned men, who were of opinion that our talents 
would be better developed by Greek exercises.' On these, 
therefore, Cicero had been nurtured, but at Rome; nor did 
he visit Greece for the purpose of study until he was a 
mature man, and well known as an advocate in the Forum. 

In a most interesting educational autobiography 1 he 
tells us how eagerly he studied in his youth the foremost 
Roman orators, and how he grieved at the exile of Cotta, 
one of the best. 'But about that time, when the chief 
of the Academy, Philo, together with the leading men 
of Athens, fled to Rome in the Mithradatic war, I devoted 
myself altogether to him' and his philosophy, though he 
denied all certainty in human judgments. In this year and 
the next, four of the principal Roman orators were put to 

death. 'At that time I also attended Molo the Rhodian, 
a consummate pleader and teacher, at Rome.' He then 
mentions a newer generation of Roman orators. ' All this 
time I was immersed in every kind of study. I was under 
the Stoic Diodotus, who lived in my house till his 
recent death.' With him Cicero chiefly studied dialectic. 
'I also practised declamation with one Piso and others, in 
Latin, and more frequently in Greek, either because Greek 
offered many means of improving my Latin, or because I 
could not be corrected or instructed by the highest Greek 
teachers unless I spoke in Greek.' It was not till he had 
practised two years at the Roman bar that his friends and 
physicians made him travel to Asia for his health. He 
spent six months at Athens with Antiochus of the old 
Academy and Demetrius, with Menippus and others in 
Asia. He then went to visit Molo at Rhodes. 

He has told us nothing of the impressions produced 

1 BndJIs, cap. 89 sq. 
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upon him by this voyage, apart from his mere studies. 
Perhaps we may take it as a solitary trait from his own 
experience when he makes a speaker in the treatise de nat. 
Deorum say: 1 'What percentage of men c~n be called . , 

beautiful? When I was at Athens, there was only one 
here and there to be found in the crowds of ephebi.' 

With his son, and nephew, the young Ciceros, we advance 
another step. They are sent to study at Athens in their 
early youth, and are brought to travel in Asia Minor, by way 
of good education. They have a Greek tutor at home, and 
are accompanied by one abroad; but this does not prevent 
their going on a visit to king Dejotarus in Cappadocia while 
Cicero was proconsul in Cilicia. We have a letter from the 
orator's son, written from Athens,2 in which he gives an 
account of his studies. The letter is rather a correct and 
priggish document, and we should greatly have preferred to 
see what he reported to his young Roman friends from his 
visit to king Dejotarus, who no doubt provided for him 
all the amusements of a Hellenistic court. What the policy 
of Dejotarus in lavishing these civilities was, and what hill 
moral standard, will appear from Plutarch's account of Cato's 
visit to the same sovran.8 The barefaced offering of presents 
and open profusion of bribery so offended Cato the very 
night of his arrival that he left the king next morning. Even 
then he found on his journey the king's gifts and money, 
which had been sent before him to Pessinus, with letters 
begging him to let his followers take these things even if he 
refused them. What must have been the ordinary morals 
of Roman nobles when Dejotarus could hardly credit that 
Cato was an exception? Nor need we suppose that the 
king's presents and gratifications to young men exclude'd 
what he did not venture to offer the sober Cato. But we 

S At! Fam. xvi. 21. 8 Cal. minor, p. 15. 
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must be content with an epistle intended for his seniors, of 
which the following is ~he substance: I Cicero junior to his 
dearly-beloved Tiro all hail I had been anxiously awaiting 
postmen, who' came. the forty-sixth day after they had left 
you. Their arrival delighted me intensely. For the letter 
of my.very kind and beloved father afforded me the greatest 
pleasure, while the addition of your letters brought it to a 
climax. Accordingly the interval which has elapsed in our 
correspondence no longer affords me any annoyance. For, 
I really profited greatly by my silence as it brought out your 
anxiety about me. I doubt not, dearest Tiro, that you were 
highly pleased at the reports which reached you about me, 
and I shall strive my best that this nascent opinion of yours 
shall grow and strengthen every day. Wherefore I hope 
you will be thoroughly justified in doing what you promise, 
in becoming a trumpeter of my fame. For I confess that 
such pain and anguish come upon me at the errors of my 
youth, that not only my mind recoils from the facts but my 
ears from the .very mention of them. . . . As therefore you 
once suffered grief about me, I shall take care that your joy 
may exceed it. 

I Let me tell you that I am great friends with Cratippus, 
not as a disciple, but as a son. For I not only hear him with 
pleasure, but appreciate above all his characteristic sweet
ness. I spend whole days with him, and often a good part 
of, the night. For I beg him to dine with me as often as 
possible. This having become a practice, he often comes 
out of his box without our thinking about it, as we dine, and 
laying aside .severe philosophy jokes with us delightfully. 
So I hope you will soon meet this most excellent and 
pleasant person. For what shall I say of Bruttius? whom I 
never allow to leave me; whose life is strict and proper, 
while his company is charming. For fun is not foreign 
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to love of letters and daily intercourse. I have hired him 
a lodging close by, and as well as I can, sustain him in 
his poverty from my limited means. Besides, as I have 
begun declaiming in Greek at Cassius's house, I wish to 
practise in Latin with Bruttius. I have intimates with whom 
I spend my days, whom Cratippus brought with him from 
Mytilene, learned men and well known to him. Epicrates, 
chief of the Athenians [ephebi?] is much with me, and 
Leontides and such others. This is our news. As to what 
you write about Gorgias, he was very useful to me in my 
daily declamations, but I thought it paramount to obey my 
father. For he had written expressly that I should dismiss 
him at once. I did not like to temporise, lest my exceeding 
anxiety might cause him some suspicion, and of course it 
occurred to me that I had no right to question his judgment.' 
He then goes on to congratulate Tiro on having purchased 
a farm and turned a rustic Roman. He also promises to 
help him with capital whenever he shall want it. • But I 
beg of you to have a writing slave [librarius] sent to me as 
$oon as possible, for I am losing much time in writing out 
my notes of lectures.' . 

Here, then, is the sort of document a young man wrote 
to his parents from Athens., It is remarkable for its want 
of any appreciation of the natural beauties and historic in
terests of the famous city. And we need not make the 
excuse that he probably had said all. this in other letters. 
For we perceive the very same absence of feeling for the 
picturesqueness of Greece in Cicero's own letters when he 
travelled through the East. We have a whole series ofthem 1 

from Athens, Delos, Ephesus, Laodicea, and some of these 
cities he had not seen before. In none of them do we get 

1 Ad All. v. 9 st/t/. Sulpicius's letter (ad Fa",. iv. 12) may be an 
exception. 
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even a hint as to the curiosities of these famous places. His 
mind is so full of Rome and politics that he has no time 
for anything else. What does he tell us of Athens? After 
a page of politics to Atticus,l 'What more have I to say? 
Nothing but this: Athens delighted me much-that is to say 
the town, and the- decking out of the town (urbis orna
mentum), and your great popularity and some kindness 
shown to us. But what about the philosophy? It is all 
upside down. I( there be any, it is in my host Aristos. 
For I had surrendered our common friend Xeno to be 
Quintus's host. But we saw him constantly.' 

This is all he has to say upon any of the Greek 
cities. Here is another characteristic passage: 2 'I hea~ 
that Appius is building a . propylrea at Eleusis. S Would 
you think it· foolish for us to do the same at the Academy 
[of Plato]? I think you will answer that you would. 
Well, then, write and say so. I indeed love Athens itself 
greatly. I wish to be known by some distinct monu
ment. For I hate false inscriptions put on other people's 
statues in my honour.' 4 Here the love of Athens is shown 
to mean nothing more than the amount of glory which he 
expected· to gain from some connection with it There is 
only one passage in all Cicero-the opening of the fifth book 

1 v. II. 9 Ad Alt. vi. I, 26. 

B The remains of this entrance porch still exist, and were found in 
the recent excavations. Cf. the Atkens of the quides:!oanne, 1888, p. 
200, or the English Brzdekers Greece, p. II3 (published Jan. 1889). I 
quote this as the newest information on the subject. • 

4 To this fashion existing at Rhodes we shall revert when considering 
the evidence of Dion Chrysostom. On the other hand the fashion of 
Romans ·building monuments at Athens has left remains to the present 
day. One of Cicero's most· studiously worded )etters is to Memmius, 
dissuading him from erecting a building on part of the original holding 
of Epicurus at Athens. Patro, the leading disciple of that school, who 
evidently thought it sacrilege, had entreated Cicero's interference (ad. 
Fam. xiii. I), and hoped to recover the site for the school. 
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de Pz'nibus-which shows the smallest sentiment in visiting 
. this famous scene, and then it is merely the suggestion of 
the great philosophers which rises in .his mind-no word 
about natural beauty, no word about art. The intelligent 
Romans, therefore, who visited Greece in these days went to 
talk with philosophers, to hear lectures from rhetoricians, 
but, so far as we can see, this was all. 

This view is confirmed by the whole series of letters of 
consolation addressed to noble Romans who were living in 
exile owing to the defeat _ of Pompey's party. The sixth 
book ad Famt1iares is full of these consolations, in none 
of which will be found one word of advice to study Greek 
art, antiquities, and history, and so relieve the mind of the 
tedium of separation from Rome. Cicero holds out hopes 
of restoration; he preaches Stoical resignation; he sympa
thises; he mourns. But he never thinks of advising· his 
friends to do what any of us would have naturally suggested 
-to make the best of their enforced residence by entering 
into all the historic interests clustered about every Greek 
city. Cicero speaks for himself as being politically an exile 
at Rome-non incommodiore loco, quam si me in Rhodum 
aut Mytilenas contulissem. He exhorts Trebatius: tu modo 
incptias istas et desideria urbis et urbanitatis depone; but 
then Trebatius was in Britain or Northern Gaul. Had he 
been in Athens Cicero's language would hardly have been 
different. Thus he says to Curius: 'I remember when I _ 
thought you a fool for 'preferring to live with these people 
rather than with us; for residence in this city, as it once 
was, is far more suited to your culture and politeness 
[humanitati et suavitati lUte] than the whole Peloponnesus, 
not to say Patras. Now, on the other hand, I see some 
sense in it,' etc. All this language is perfectly consistent 
with his attitude in the Verrine oration de Signis, where 
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he formally deprecates being thought an art critic, as if it 
were something undignified and un-Roman. l . 

Nevertheless, educationally, the value of Greece seems to 
have recovered again in the eyes of the Romans from the 
disfavour which we have seen expressed in the period 120-

100 B.C. It was still the fashion to have a philosopher living 
in your house at Rome. It was still the fashion to carry 
with you a Greek historian, or else a Greek poet to the 
wars, who would celebrate your victories in courtly verse 
or in eloquent history. Lucullus never went without his 
Greek to his wars, neither did Pompey.2 Such was the war 
correspondent of that day. He was in the pay of the general, 
not of the public. Tliere is also an interesting letter of 
Cicero to Ccesar 3 recommending a freedman of Crass us, 
talled Apollonius, as a learned man; for he had spent much 

. time with Diodotus the Stoic at Cicero's house: Nunc aut em, 
incettsus studio rerum tuarum, eas /itteris Grads mandare 
cupit. Posse arbitror .. valet ingenio __ habet usum. He had 
in fact attended Crassus for the same purpose. And he 
now offers himself as war historian to Ccesar in Spain. For 
even yet, as Cicero declares in another passage, Greek was 
the world-language, while Latin was only used by the con
quering race. 'He that thinks he will attain less glory from 
Greek verses than from Latin is totally wrong. Because 
Greek is read by almost the whole world; Latin is confined 
to narrow limits.' 4 

This was the history of the poet Archias's success. He 
came from Antioch at an early age to Italy, and not -only 

1 Cf. above, p. 105; and ad Fam. vii. 6, 28. 
2 As to Pompey, cf. Cit'. pro Archia § 24. Quid? Noster hic 

Magnus qui cum virtute fortunam adaquavit, nonne Theophanem Myti
lenaum scriptorem rerum suarum, in concione militum civitate donavit? 
As to Lucullus and his philosopher Antiochus, Acad. prior. ii. § 4. 

8 Ad Fam. xiii. 16. 4 Pro Archia, § 23. 
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made a reputation throughout Magna Grrecia for extempore 
verses, but cClebrated both the Cimbric war for Marius and 
the Mithradatic for Lucullus. He attained great popularity, 
says Cicero, not only among those who understood and,appre
dated him, but among those who pretended to do so. And 
of the latter there was a large supply. Accordingly there 
was a very smart demand for Greeks at Rome, not merely for 
mountebanks and jesters to suit the tastes of Sylla and his 
society, not merely for. musical and artistic people such as 
acco~panied a Clodius and directed the resthetic judgments 
of a Verres, but for philosophers and literary men, balf-friends, 
half-dependents, who helped both to educate and to amuse 
their patrons. We have already seen how Panretius began 
to accommodate philosophy to Roman wants. He was fol
lowed in this path by Cicero's teachers, Antiochus and 
Molo, and we may be sure that what the heads of the 
schools did very seriously at Athens was done with facile 
complaisance by mere amateurs who dwelt at Rome. 

It is not very safe to trust Cicero as a witness when he is 
pleading a cause. But in the following passage he must 
have known he was depicting a usual and typical case; I 
therefore quote it here as clearly relevant in the present 
connection. Cicero is usually very hard on the Epicureans; 
it is in fact only when writing to Atticus that he makes con
cessions to his friend's principles. But when he is handling 
an enemy like Piso there is no limit to his censure of this 
very demoralising theory. No doubt he found language as 
violent as any he used in the Stoic and other Greek books 
against Epicurus, to which I have referred in a former chap
ter (above, p. 72). 
• The orator is describing the vulgarity and the vices of 
his opponent, and proceeds as follows: 1 'There is a kind 

1 I,. Pisonem, § 67 sqq. 
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of luxury reprehensible indeed and extravagant, but still the 
luxury of a gentieman.' We may suppose "the orator was 
thinking of such a case as that of Lucullus. I This man had 
nothing tasteful, elegant, attractive; there is nothing large 
about him but his lust. No ornamental plate; huge wine 
cups, and by way of compliment to his origin, of Placentian 
ware; his table. supplied not with oysters or fish, but with 
joints of overkept meat. There are shabby slaves in attend
. ance, some even old; the cook answers the door; there is 
no bread baked in his' house, in fact no storeroom; his 
bread and wine are bought round the corner. His Greek boon 
companions are packed tight at table, five or more on each 
couch [made to hold three]. He occ,upies the head of the 
table alone, and will drink what is served him from the same' 
jar. When he hears the cock crow he imagines the founder 
of his race [the crier of Placentia] is come to life again. 
He then stops the feast.' 

'But some may say: How do you know all this? There 
is a certain Greek who lives with him, a man, as I can truly 
say from personal knowledge, quite a gentleman (human us) 
in himself, or when he associates with anybody -else than 
Piso. The Greek meeting this braien-Iooking youth,did not 
scorn his friendship, more especially as he was solicited, and 
became so intimate with Piso as hardly ever to be seen 
apart from him. I take it for granted I am now addressing 
an audience of educated men. No doubt you have heard 
that the Epicurean philosophers measure all human aims 
by the resulting pleasure. - Whether this be right or wrong 
is no affair of ours, at least in the present connection, 
but it is a slippery kind of advice to give to a not very 
intelligent youth, and is often dangerous. So as soon as 
this stallion heard pleasure being rated so high by a philo
sopher, he made no delay about it; he got so excited; 
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he neighed in assent to the argument so loudly, that the 
other found himself no teacher of virtue, but an authoriser 
of vice. The Greek began accordingly to make reservations 
and distinctions, to explain in what sense the words must 
be taken. It was all no use. The other stuck to what he 
had heard, and was ready to take his oath that Epicurus ex
pressly said no human good could be conceived, were all 
the pleasures of the body taken away. We need go no 
further. The facile and charming Greek would not persist 
in contradicting a Roman senator-GrlEcus fadlis e/ valde 
venustus nimis pugnax (()ntra senator em poplll; Roman; 
esse noluit. 

'This man is, moreover, versed not only in philosophy, 
but also in letters, an unusual thing for an Epicurean. He 
proceeded to make a poem about Piso as graceful, as 
elegant, as can well be conceived. Let any of you that 
likes blame him, but in reason, not as an obscene and 
audacious ruffian, but as a Greekling, a flatterer, -a poet. 
He fell into the snares of Piso, and being a Greek and a 
stranger was deluded by the same appearances that have 
deluded the great and wise Roman State into making 
Piso consul Once involved in his intimacy, he could not 
recover himself, and of course he feared' the charge of 
fickleness. Being pressed, incited, compelled, he addressed 
Piso in a poem expressing in very polished verses all his 
amours, adulteries, and other lusts. 

I I should quote from this mirror of Piso's life, which is 
widely known, did I not think it unworthy of the present 
surroundings, and, moreover, I do not want to damage the 
writer. Had he been more fortunate in his disciple, he 
might have been more grave and sober; circumstances 
brought him into this sort of writing, most unworthy of a 
philosopher; if indeed philosophy, as they say, contains the 
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discipline of duty and virtue, whose professors therefore 
should sustain a TelJ lofty and responsible position. But 
the same circumstances which led him to profess philosophy 
without knowing what philosophy it 'WOuld tum out, also 
defiled him with all the grossness of that obscene and 
abandoned brute' 

By an exceptional good fortune we are not left to judge 
of this philosopher<ompanion from Cicero's picture only; 
there are embedded in the wlumes of the AIIIMI<"O many 
poems of Philodemus of Gadara, one of which is addressed 
to Piso..l There were also embedded in the lava of HerCul
aneum many rolls of Epicurean philosophy-the library of 
some citizen who studied or professed this school Among 
them have been unrolled the charred fia,,«ments of treatises 
by the same Philodemus, so that we can judge him both in 
his sportive and his serious moments. So exclusively indeed 
are the deciphered rolls Epicurean in character, and so many 
of them, even duplicates, are treatises by Philodemus, that 
Comparetti and others believe this library to have been 
that of the southern tilla of his patron Piso. and that the 
plulosopher not only lived in it, but probably 1rIOte some 
of the books with his own hand.! However this may be, 
the epigrams S in the AIIIMI"O attributed to him cor
roborate but too plainly the verdict of the orator. Polished 
and often elegant in form, so much so as to be frequently 
the model of O\id, sometimes of Horace, in amatory verse, 
the subjectS and tone of these short poems are among the 
most sensual and gross in the Allih/ilgy. It; as Kaibe1 
insists, positive obscenity is avoided, it is at least sug.,oested 
at erery tum, nor can we conceive any 'WOrse companion of 

1 A,d. IW. ix. '"' ed. Kaibel, No. 22. 
s a. Scott, FN;f. BeNd. P. u. 

• Edited sp«i:illy by Kaibel, Prognm of G~,rud lOr ISSS. 
It 
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a half-educated Roman youth than this polished discourser 
upon vice. Serious too he was at times, and cultivated, as 
his tract on music shows; exceedingly careful in his verse 
composition, as is shown in a careful analysis by hili recent 
editor, but he was morally as bad as bad could be, and 
showed in a practical example how easily the Epicurean 
theory might degenerate into mere sensuality. 

As regards his views on music they are contained in the 
chief treatise extant among the papyri, the tract de Musica. 
Of this the fourth (and last) book is almost complete; and 
indeed the lacerated condition of the first three is less to be 
regretted, as the stray sentences show that in them, as in 
the last book, the author keeps restating the same arguments 
with tedious iteration. The purport of the work is to ex
plode the current theory of all the older Greek philosophers, 
and of the Stoics, that music has a direct effect on morals, 
and is of direct benefit or the reverse to human character, 
according as it is wisely or foolishly applied. He argues 
that none of the arts could be assisted by playing music 
for the artist when at work, that it is impossible to sever the 
influence of the words from the music, and that whatever 
effects music may have arise from this and other associa
tions, not from any direct effect of mere sounds upon the 
mind. He thinks it excusable for a simple and ignorant 
person to be misled by the authority of the ancients, but for 
an educated man and a philosopher it is a reproach. l His 
whole attitude is exactly that of ordinary modern thinkers, and 
opposed to the almost universal doctrine of the older Greeks. 

Such being the character of the house-philosopher in 
this ascertained case, we cannot doubt that Cicero's 

1 Tb fj' inrb TOw 6.px"CW/I TeTlp.fjrr8ru rlpI p.oVlllte+p. 181.:rr1l p.a te,,1 
6. ... ""8.67-,,, Tetep.1,ploP /ryeitT8ru TfjS e0unlI1TC"s 1I"YY".,.,.6", ... e ... ""Bevpl",,, BI 
tecU p.i.'1IAop IT' ~i"orr6"""p.li 4P 61I .. 80s te.T.". (tie Mus. iv. II). 
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highly coloured picture represents a very frequent oc
currence at Rome. Many Greeks, politically annihilated, 
financially ruined, having lost their national dignity and 
self-respect, saw no better occupation before them than to 
become the confidants of a Roman scapegrace. 

So frequent, indeed had this sort of educator become, 
that the Roman estimate of the Greeks began gradually to 
change, a,nd the Romans, who were once, ridiculously 
anxious to pose as a br!lnch of the Hellenic race, now 
assume a very different, tone. They begin to despise the 
Greeks as such, they begin to assert themselves as a superior 
race j and whatever archreological sentiment still remained, 
such as is implied by the legend of }Eneas, the real' con

. dition of things was now this, that the Greeks counted as 
one of the' conquered nations foreign to Rome (extertZ 
nationes) ,and inferior to their conqueror; The evidence 
for this changed attitude is to be found in allusions all 
through the speeches and letters of Cicero. The reader 
will desire me to bring before him some of the scattered 
texts which prove my assertion. 

We must remember that we are dealing with the evidence 
supplied by an inveterate advocate, who always sees men and 
things in the light of his client's, or his ~wn, interests. But 
in spite of this, nay, sometimes because of this, as he always 
speaks to please a Roman audience, we can frame a clear 
picture of the mutual relations which then subsisted between 
the Roman victors and their Greek subjects. It is his 
interest in the Verrine orations to represent the Sicilian 
Greeks as the most reasonable and respectable of men, 
whose evidence is unimpeachable, and whose wrongs are 
without parallel. Yet even here, in introducing this subject,l 
what does he say? After speaking of this province as an 

1 In Verr. ii. 2, § 7. 
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old and valued granary of Rome, and a pleasant place of 
excursion for Romans, he proceeds: I In the men too of 
the province, gentlemen, there is such hard work, worth, 
and frugality, that they approach nearest to our own 
antique course of life, not to that which has since come 
into fashion among us. Thefe is nothing in Ihem like Ihe 
resl of lhe Greeks; no laziness; no luxury; but the greatest 
diligence and economy in both public and private affairs.' 

Yet, in speaking of certain arbitrators named by Verres, 
he says,l 'there was no Roman citizen among them, but 
sacrilegious Greeks, inveterate villains, brand-new Cornelii ; , 
and in these very speeches, when he comes to the case 
of Verres appointing one of this admirable and honest 
Sicilian people coinmander of a fleet, he does not so much 
inveigh against the character of this particular person, 
Cleomenes, as against the indignity, the unheard-of insult, 
of putting a fleet of the Roman people under the command 
of a Sicilian Greek.! Let me add, in correction of the 
charge just cited of laziness and luxury against all the 
Greeks, that the orator tells us he himself saw at Sparta 
bands of youths fighting al,most to death, in contempt of 
pain, and that they still submitted to flogging at the altar 
of Artemis without a word, till some of them even died. 8 

Accordingly, as typical examples of men bearing pain better 
from hereditary traditions and from training than most 
philosophers could bear it from principle, he cites not the 
solid Romans, but the volatile Greeks I The truth of his 
statement about the Spartan boys is confirmed twice over 
by the testimony of Plutarch, who says he saw them die 
under the lash, and by that of Dion.' 

I ii. 3. 169. I ii. S. I 8z. 
• TUll. QUiZII. ii. 14 and 20; v. z7. 

• Plut. L)'tul'r. 18; Arisfid. 17; Dion Chrys. 01'. xxv. 
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The defence of L. Flaccus is an interesting counterpart 
of the prosecution of Verres. Flaccus had vigorously 
helped Cicero in the affair of Catiline, and so the orator 
undertakes to defend him, though the whole of Asia 
demands his punishment for three years' extortion and mal
versation when pro-prretor in that province. I will not say 
that Flaccus was as unvarnished a ruffian as Verres. But 
this is certain, that if he had been, Cicero would not have 
scrupled to defend him as he has done; and· this is also 
certain, that if he had not committed the grossest crimes 
and injustices, the provincials would never have raised a 
tinger to prosecute him. They would have been too 

. grateful even to a moderately unjust and vicious Roman 
governor. Our interest therefore in this speech tixes on the 
way in which the orator speaks to Roman prejudices as 
regards the Greeks of Asia. 

He tirst attacks the witnesses against Flaccus in g1060. 
'What witnesses are they? Greeks. Not that I of all 
men should derogate from the credit of this nation. 
If ever there was a Roman. of Greek predilections, given 
to Greek studies, it was I; and when I had more leisure, 
to a greater extent even than now. There are among 
them many good, ·learned, sensible men, but they do not 
appear before us; many of the reverse kind, who are 
here. Moreover, this I will say about the whole Greek 
race; I grant them talent in letters, in teaching many 
arts; I will not deny their grace in conversation, their 
acuteness in thinking, their wealth of eloquence; if they 
claim any additional merits, I concede them. But 
strictness and truth in giving evidence -Iesf;mont'orum 
re!;g;onelll el fidem-that nation has nc:ver practised; they 
have no idea of the importance, weight, and, authority of 
this matter.' And so there is a Greek phrase known even 
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to those who know no other word in the language: Lend 
me your testimony.l 

He goes on to cite cases of Romans refraining from giving 
evidence against their opponents. 'Had these been Greeks, 
and had not our morals and training been stronger in them 
than their wrath and bitterness, they would all have sworn 
they were robbed and ruined The Greek witness comes 
forward to injure his opponent; he does not think of his 
oath, but of the damage he can do. To break down in evi
dence he regards as most disgraceful; against that he guards 
himself, he cares for nothing else.' And so he describes 
them as a people, tJuibus jusjurandum jocus est j testimonium 
ludus j existimatio vestra, tenebra j laus, merees, gratia, 
gratulatio proposita est omnis in impudenti mendaci'o. 

It is difficult not to wonder at the modern complexion of 
all this. Parallels in our own day and our own empire start 
up unbidden, however angrily the pedant may threaten us, 
however ioftily he may warn us against illustrating a remote 
age of civilisation by the clear analogies of modern life. Let 
it be remembered that most Greeks looked upon the Romans 
as foreign conquerors, who had taken from them their 
liberties, whose law was therefore a foreign law, to be evaded 
or violated, as far as possible, not only without guilt, but 
with a certain show of patriotism. They were proud 'to 
defeat, and by defeating to defy this law,' if I may use the 
words recently addressed to his diocese by an Archbishop 
of the Roman Church in Ireland 

Cicero goes on to criticise the value of a Greek psephisma, 
or plebiscite, given by show of hands of the assembled 
cobblers and tinkers of a city, excited with harangues .. and 

1 A comparison of Plutarch's observations on this point (de vii. 
putitwe, 6) will corroborate what Cicero says, as being true, even in later 
days. For nations seem never to change their essential features. 
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voting without a moment's interval for reflection. The whole 
of Greek history, he says, not only in its present decadence, 
but in. its best days,. was disgraced by the license of its public 
assemblies, by the random judgments of people gathered to
gether to hear harangues; He contrasts with it the wisdom 
of the Romans in separating the voting altogether from 
the concio, and so interposing an interval between the dis
cussion and the decision.1 

But Citero introduces this famous attack on Greek public 
honesty (which tallies so well with what Polybius had said 
two generations earlier 2) with the remark that he knew many 
good, true, and cultivated men among them. What evi
dence have we of any friendship with such Greeks in his 
writings? I will not speak of the philosophers from whom 
he learned, and who were not his friends any more than 
schoolmasters or college tutors are now friends of most. of 
their pupils., But even taking them into account, is it 
not remarkable that among them all he had not (except his 
freedman Tiro) a single correspondent, so far as we know 
from his very numerous epistles? The reader may wander 
through books of them, many written to and from Hellen
istic lands, and yet he will find no Greek or Asiatic friend 
mentioned as a correspondent. When we come to the thir
teenth book ad Familiares, which consists of letters of intro
duction or recommendation, we at last stumble upon a 
number of letters commending Greek acquaintances to the 
Roman governors or officers of the provinces. He speaks 
of these Greeks] indeed, in the highest terms, saying that 
not only had they been his hosts, but that he lived with 
them familiariter, and that he had been delighted to see 
them at Rome. But they are clearly not of his rank; he 

1 Pro FIacco, § 'IS sqq. 
2 Cf. Greek Life ana Thought, p. 527. 
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regards them as a man of rank would now regard a respectable 
lodging-house keeper.1 Many of them are freedmen, some 
of them traders with whom he and his friends had invested 
money. The real feeling towards all these people comes 
out in the last of the series, which commends Democritus of 
Sicyon. • He is not only my host,' says Cicero, • but what 
seldom happens, especially among Greeks, very intimate 
with me. You will find him the principal man, not only of 
his city, but perhaps of all Achrea.' It was evidently of the 
last importance to these Greeks to be well recommended by 
a Roman of distinction .to the incoming prretors or pro
consuls, and we may be sure Cicero's letters were anxiously 
solicited. But though they were requitals for hospitalities 
received, they were not 'real or deep expressions of genuine 
friendship or respect. 

The views of Cicero come out in many other places. 
In writing to his favourite freedman and secretary Tiro, who 
was ill, and to whom he uses almost extravagant words of 
affection, he says I of the very Lyso whom he had strongly 
recommended among the people above mentioned: 'I fear 
our Lyso is rather negligent, first, because all Greeks are so .. 
next, because he did not answer my letters.' He says of 
the boy's tutor Dionysius, who had not shown any loyalty to 
them when their party was overthrown by Cresar: • Dut I 
don't expect such qualities in a Greek.' 8 He says the ebul
lition of public feeling at Naples when Pompey recovered 
from his illness was z'nejtum sane negotium et Gnzeulunl,' 
and he sums up all these judgments in the famous letter to 
his brother Quintus on the duties of a provincial governor,& 

1 The Bpecialletters in point are ad Fam. xiii. I, 19, 20, 23, '4, 25, 
28 b, 32, 34, 36, 37, 48, 52, 53, 54, 67, 70, 78. 

I Ad Fam. xvi. 40 8 Ad. All. vii. 18. 
• '/US(. Dbp. i. § 86. • Ad Q. Fralrefll, i. I, 116/,/. 
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long slavery trained to excessive complaisance. They 
should all be treated liberally, aI.1d the best of them 
even admitted to your house and friendship. But too great 
intimacy with them is not safe, for they dare not oppose our 
wishes, and they envy not only us, but one another. . . . 
Be therefore very cautious and careful in making friendships 
with provincials and Greeks. He adds in another place 1 a 
candidly dishonest apolo~ for his own apparent violation of 
these precepts. 'I now come to answer your letter in 
which you compla;inthat I strongly recommended to you 
Zeuxis of Blandus (in Phrygia), an undoubted matricide. 
Concerning this case, and all others like it, if you should 
wonder at my courting popularity so strongly among Greeks, 
pray observe what follows. Perceiving that the com
plaints of the Greeks have more influence than is right, 
owing to their natural habit of exaggerating, I soothed in 
any way I could all such as I heard were complaining about 
you. First I mollified the people of Dionysopolis; who were 
strongly against me, whose chief man Hermippus I muzzled 
not only by talking to him, ·but by admitting him to my inti
macy. Hephaestus of Apamea, Megaristus of. Antane.rus, a 
worthless person, Nicias of Smyrna-th.e most trivial cnia- < 

tures, I compassed with all my affability, even Ny~pho ·of 
Colophon. I did all this, not that such men, or even their 
whole nation, delight me; I am sick of their want of 
character (levitas), their obsequiousness, their devotion not 
to principle, but to the profit of the hour.' He then goes 
into very interesting details concerning these cases. 

At last, then, the Romans were beginning to assert them-

1 Ad Q. i. 2, § 4. 
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selves, not only against Italian provincials, whom they 
despised as speaking Latin with a bad accent and in rustic 
phrase,l but against all their subjects, barbarian and even 
Greek. The opening of the Tusculan Disputati(lns is a 
noble and eloquent ass,ertion of this Roman dignity. The 
deep severance between barbarians-Mricans, Spaniards, 
Gauls-and Greeks is indeed still felt,! but the fierce pro
secution of Ligarius by Tubero is justly called by the orator 
a foreign thing. .• No Roman citizen ever did it. Externi 
isH sunt m(lres. The hatred of either fickle Greeks or savage 
barbarians is wont to demand blood.'B Nor is this remark
able phrase solitary. In the tenth Philippic he speaks of 
extera: natirmes a prima (Ira Gra:cia: usque ad Aigyptum. 

Thus we have the Romans at last repudiating or for
getting their ancient anxiety to pose as an offshoot of the 
Hellenes, and coming to regard the Greek as only a superior 
kind of outsider, worse than the Roman in moral principles, 
worse even in manners owing to his fickleness, and also 
to his ungovernable excitability, which caused many extra-

1 I am not here concerned with the Latin subjects, but call attention 
to the passage, de Drat. iii. § 42, on this question. Just as the 
commonest Athenian far 'surpasses the most learned Asiatic in the 
tone and sweetness of his accent, so the most ignorant Roman speaks 
better than the most learned of the Latins, though they study literature far 
more closely than Romans do. He reverts 'to this subject of accent in 
his Brutus (§ 171 sqq.) in discussing the learning and ability of provincials. 
Even the orator himself turns aside in his speech Iro Sulla (§ 22 sq.), to 
answer the taunt that he is a leregrinus because he came from Arpinum. 
We have no parallel to this, however an Irishman or Scotchman may 
be twitted for his provincialism, for Ireland and Scotland are far stronger 
in regard to England than the Italian provinces were to Rome. All 
this does not prevent Cicero from recognising even in Roman Latin a 
vulgar and low way of speaking_llidano 'luodalll II incondito geneYl 
dicendi, as opposed to the urbanum genus. On the Spanish brogue of 
Corduba, cf.lro Arc". § 26. . 

tAd. Q. Fratrem, i. I, §§ 28, 33. • Pro Ligario, § II. 
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vagances painful to a calm and self-possessed aristocracy. 
It is quite consistent with this that we should find another 
mark of the foreign manners in the over-gesticulation of 
the Greeks, which Cicero censured when they were giving 
evidence in court. They seasoned their replies with 
raising of eyebrows and shrugging of shoulders. We could 
imagine him an English critic censuring French or Italian 
witnesses. 1 

There were perhaps only two points in which the 
supremacy of the Greeks was still acknowledged-art and 
philosophy. I have put art first, as we shall dispose of 
philosophy in very few words. There is a whole speech of 
CiCero against Verres (de Signis) devoted to art questions, for 
Verres pretended to be an art critic, and many of his worst 
thefts were of works of art. Hence Cicero can give us much 
information both on the nature and on the number of the 
precious objects preserved and valued by the Sicilians and 
other Greeks in these days. For as Verres's robberies were 
riot confined to Sicily, so we hear stray facts concerning 
the artistic condition 'of other provinces. But Cicero 
almost ostentatiotisly repeats to the jury that he himself 
is no art critic, and that what he says on this point is 
derived from the judgment of the Greeks-paramount 
masters in this branch of culture, and whom even Verres 
must keep beside him as advisers upon the value of anti
quities. Cicero 2 gives an account of two miscreants who 
had to fly from their home at Cibyra, where they had been 
workers in terra cott~ and who took refuge with Verres to 
perform the duty of revising his judgments on art But 

1 Dixerunt hie modo nobiscum ad Me sulmllia, quibus superciliis 
retluentes huie decem millium mmini? Iam nostis insulsitatem 
GriEco,.um; humeris gestutll agcbant (pro Rabinq, § 36). 

S Ii, Verr. ii. 4. § 30. 
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for all that they did not save him from atrocities in taste, 
as well as in life and morals. 

We are astonished, in the first place, that in a province so 
long subject to Rome, after the devastations of the slave wars, 
of publicani, and of prretors, so many art treasures should 
still have survived in Sicily. But such seems really to have 

(l) been the case. Not only were the temples adorned with 
statues by the greatest Greek artists-statues which had been 
carried to Carthage and formally restored by Scipio when 
he conquered that city, but there were rich private indi
viduals who possessed such treasures, which were the pride 
of their cities, and were most liberally shown to all Roman 
visitors by the owners. 

The opening case in the speech, that of Heius of 
Messina, is a case in point. He had in a private chapel 
four dufs-tf'O!tlvre, which Verres plundered under pretence 
of a sale for the ludicrous sum of 6500 sesterces (£40)-a 
Cupid of Praxiteles for J600 I whereas, says Cicero, we have 
often seen 40,000 given at an auction for a small bronze.1 

The only work of art left to Heius by his plunderer was 
an archaic wooden statue of Fortune, probably because the 
taste for antiquities, as such, did not yet exist among Romans 
of this class. Cicero repeatedly declines all responsibility 
for the judgments pronounced upon these things; he says 
he has seen many of them, indeed they were the first 
thing shown to visitors in any Greek town, and that by a 
special class- called fIlys/agog,:. He mentions in other 
houses cups of Doethus, chased work of Mentor i gems and 
medallions which Verres tore from their settings in cups and 
vases. In fact there was hardly a respectable house in 

I ,'14-
I How disgusted he would have been h"d he foreseen thnt in after 

ages this profession should be called CiflrtJHIS I 
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Sicily which did not retain at least a remnant of old luxury 
in platters, or censers of old plate, used in the family devo
tions, and prized above all else.1 

These were the articles which Verres everywhere sought 
and carried off from the people. And, indeed, what wonder, 
when he had robbed the young king Antiochus (son of 
Selene), who visited him when returning from Rome to 
Asia, and who was unsuspecting enough to show him his 
splendid plate. The details of this shameless robbery are 
well-nigh incredible (§§ 61-72). There were also famous 
historical paintings, the battles of Agathocles, portraits of the 
old kings and tyrants; there were splendid double doors 
wrought of gold and ivory, generally dedicated to temples, 
just as our treasures of medireval: painting and carving are 
almost all to' be found in. old' churches. All such things 
Verres ruthlessly carried off. But what Cicero represents as 
the worst of all was the rape of the gods themselves from 
their shrines, and this under the constant pretext that the 
authorities of each city had sold them. 

'Do you think, gentlemen, that' this despoiling of their 
temples affected them with any ordinary grief? Not so, 
verily, first because all men have religious feelings and think 
that their paternal gods, handed down from their ancestors, 
are to be sedulously preserved and honoured; secondly, 
because these treasures, these works of art, statues, pictures, 
delight the Greeks beyond measure. And thus from their 
complaints we can gather that these losses are to them most 
bitter, which may perhaps seem to us trifling and of little 
account. Believe me,' gentlemen, of all the calamities and 
injustices suffered during late years by our allies and foreign" 
nations, none have the Greeks felt, or do they feel, worse 
than this plundering of temples and shrines. Let Verres 

1146. 
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pretend he bought them as much as he likes; believe me, 
no polity in the whole of Greece or Asia ever did sell of its 
own accord to anybody any statue, picture, or public orna
ment.1 ••• Know then that this alleged sale is far more 
offensive to the cities than if he had carried away their 
treaSures by force. They deem it the lowest turpitude for 
a city to be induced by money to part with the public heir
looms handed down to them from their ancestors. For 
remember that the Greeks delight marvellously in things 
which we despise. And so our ancestors suffered all these 
things to remain among their allies, that they might be as 
prosperous as possible under our empire; and to those 
whom they made tributary they left them, in order that they 
who delight in things which we despise, might have them to 
beguile and solace their servitude. What do you think the 
people of Rhegium would take for their marble Venus? or 
the Tarentines, to lose their Europa sitting on the bull, or 
their Satyr in the temple of Vesta? or the Thespians, for 
their Cupid, the sole attraction of Thespire? or the 
Cnidians, for their marble, or the Coans for their painted, 
Venus? What the Ephesians for their Alexander, or they 
of Cyzicus for their Ajax or their Medea? What the 
Rhodians, for their Ialysos? What the Athenians, for 
their marble Iacchus, or painted Paralus, or the bronze 
cow of Myron? It is tedious and unnecessary for me to 

1 It seems, nevertheless, that the town of Sicyon parted with its 
famous pictures a very few years later to liquidate a public debt to 
Cicero's friend, the banker and money-lender Atticus (cf. Pliny, N. H. 
xxxv. II, 127). Nor do I imagine that this was the only case. I sup
pose these city heirlooms were not more sacred or more precious than 
the private heirlooms of great English nobles-pictures, plate, china, 
books, which we see coming into auction-rooms every year. The 
mansions of these people will presently resemble the unfortunate and 
degraded Greek cities, with their empty temples, their deserted senate 
houses, and their auctioned gods. 
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enumerate all the treasures which are. to be seen in each 
city of Greece and Asia. I. mention them that you may 
realise the grief which is felt when such things are carried 
off' (§ 132 sqq.) 

How deeply significant is all this passage as to the 
altered relations of Rome to Hellenism! What was true of 
Sicily was certainly true, in a greater degree perhaps, of 
Asia. The wealth in art and antiquities was even greater, 
the excesses of· Roman governors-Verres, piso, Gabinius,l 
Flaccus whom· Cicero defended-fully as odious. The 
love of art in the Greek cities, and its close identification 
with religion, were actually coming to be despised by serious 
Romans, who associated this fancy with levity of character. 

But there was a lower stratum of Romans who took up 
the fashion of art, ignorantly and without the smallest 
religion, and these were the most odious scourge of the 
subject nations. For there appears to have 'been no im
provement since the condition of things described in a 
former chapter. Nay, rather, since the revolution of C. 
Gracchus, who had handed over the trials for provincial 
peculation to juries of Roman knights, from whom the tax
gatherers were also drawn, convictions were usually to be 
obtained only against such governors as Rutilius Rufus, 
who protected the provincials. Nothing is more affecting 
than Cicero's pictures of the misery of these subjects, and 
yet it is almost a rhetorical commonplace with him. 

Here are some characteristic passages. When speaking 
of Pompey's high qualities,2 • consider his temperance! no 
avarice, no lust, the beauty of no city seduced him to in
dulgence, its historic fame to sight-seeing; finally, the statues 
and pictures and the adornments of Greek cities, which 
others regarded as plunder, he would not even look al' 

1 Cic. Ira Sestio, §§ 93. 94. I Pra le~ Man. § 40. 
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This was by contrast to such men as Piso, who was called 
the Vulture of the PrO'lllmes.l Cicero states 2 that as soon 
as he himself held assize courts in his province of Cilicia, 
he freed many towns from the most savage tributes, the 
most oppressive usury, and fictitious debts. His advices 
to Quintus on provincial government imply the same 
state of things, and his public letter to the Senate as re
gards the threatened Parthian war 8 sums up the natural 
results: 'For the auxiliary forces of our allies are either so 
weak, owing to the severity and injustice of our rule, that 
they cannot help us much, or so disaffected that nothing 
can be expected from them, far less entrusted to them. It is 
hard to express, Quirites, how hated we are among foreign 
nations, owing to the lust and injustice of those whom we 
sent to govern them during these years." At the opening 
of his oration de provinciis consularibus, he draws a picture 
of the state of the eastern provinces as shocking as that of 
Sicily under Verres, and recounts the atrocities perpetrated 
in Macedonia, in the city of Byzantium, in Achrea, and in 
Syria. I need not quote from the opening chapters details 
closely analogous to what has already been given. We can, 
therefore, hardly call his rhetorical outburst in the Verrlnes 6 

exaggerated: Lugent omnes provincUz, queruntur omnes 
liberi populi,. regna tlenique jam omnia de nostris cupid/: 
ta/wus et injur;;s expos/ulant: locus intra oceanum jam nullus 
est, tuque tam 10ngiRtjuus neque tam ruonai/us, quo non per 
Iuu tempora nostrorum hominum libido iniquilasque pervasen"/. 
Sus/inere jam populus Romanus omnium nationum non vim, 

J I" Pis. §§ 37, 38. C£ also pro Flaclll, § IS.-Mirantium wrll elf, 
"11"';,,,1 UI, gu;/ms otiillsunf nllltrlZ sen.rll, tl/lme" aterbitati, striptura, 
tielUmIZ, jorltlria mqrl;, I;bentes amp", fatultafem IlZtimti;, gUlZNlngue 
tidur. t At! Fa",. xv. 4-

• Ibid. xv. I. • Prll Ie~ iJIa". § 6 s. • ii. 3, § 207. 
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non arma, non bellum, sed luctum, lacrimas, querimonias non 
potest. 

This evidence, so constant, so uniform, cannot but be 
regarded as proving the proposition laid down early in this 
work, that the officers of the Roman Republic were the 
worst tyrants whom the world had yet seen, and that any 
agent able to overthrow them would be justly hailed as the 
deliverer of mankind. 

I say the officers of the. Republic were tyrants, for if 
nothing remained but the official decrees of the State, we 
should no more suspect the real state of things than we 
should from the decisions of the Inquisition, which hand 
over the victim to the civil power to be punished citra 
sanguinis effusionem. 

As the name of the dictator Sylla appears in several recently 
recovered inscriptions, so the name of Marcus (MaapKos)' 
Tullius Cicero Cornelia (of the Cornelian tribe) turns up as 
one of the senatorial witnesses to a senatus-consultum sent 
to the town of Oropus in Breotia, and engraved on marble by 

- that grateful polity. This is one of a score of documents of 
the kind recovered in their Greek version from various parts 
of the Greek world. I am not concerned with these decrees 
in their Roman, but in their Greek aspect, and I cite them 
in the same way as Josephus cites them, as e~dence of 
the consideration in which the dependencies of Rome stood 
to the ruling powers. 

The earliest of these documents which come within the 
period of this book (there is one as early as 189 B.C.) 
follows closely upon the Roman pacification of Greece, 
but I have reserved it till this moment, when the 
whole group can be conveniently discussed.1 It is 
the decision of the Senate in an old· dispute concerning 

1 Cf. Latichew in Ben vi. 364 sq. 
L 
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boundaries between the towns of Narthakion and MeHte in 
Thessaly, which had been decided in favour of Narthakion 
by Flamininus, in his settlement of northern Greece. l • Not 
content with his verdict, the Melitreans had appealed to 
external Greek arbitrators-a common practice, as numerous 
inscriptions prove-but the Samians, Colophonians, and 
Asiatic Magnesians had given it against them. At last they 
appealed to the Senate, when C. Host. Mancinus is named 
as prretor, and they received from it a decision confirming 
the previous adverse sentences. The facts of the case, with 
a special reference to Flamininus, and the decree, were set 
up in an inscription at N arthakion, on the site of which 
it was recently found. 

The other two which I shall here specify I are those from 
the days of Cicero, shortly after the conquest of the East 
by Sylla. One of them confirms all the privileges accorded 
by the dictator as plenipotentiary-general to Stratoniceia in 
C9:I'ia. which at the head of Carian cities stoutly resisted 
Mithradates, and incurred great danger and loss. Its date 
must be 81 B.C.; and in answer to eight petitions of the 
Carians the Senate (under Sylla's direction) gives eight con
firmatory replies. 

The third is known as the senatus (onsullum of Oropus, 
which has been commented on by Mommsen (Hennes, xx. 262 

sq.) It is the answer of the Senate to an appeal from Oropus 
against the publifani, who insisted upon taxing the lands 
about the temple qf Amphiaraus. Sylla had declared that 
the property of the~ods should be exempt. The publican; 
declared that Ampf • .iaraus was not a god. Cicero was 

1 C£ Livy, xxxvi. 51. 
I There are at least seventeen now recovered in inscriptions, of which 

a partial list is given by COOlsin and Deschamps, BCR xi. 225. 
Viereck's sermo grlZlUS, etc., is tile most complete tract on this question 
(Gottengen, 1888). 
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present at the discussion, and his name: as I have already 
told, is appended as a witness. The case remained in 
his memory, for he alludes plainly to it years after in his 
tract on the Nature of the Gods. i An Amphiaraus sit deus 
et Trophonius 1 Nos!"; quidem publicani, cum essent agri in 
BtEotia deorum immortalium exceplt' lege censoria, negabant 
esse immortales ullos qui ali quando homines fuissent. But this 
scepticism, prompted by greed, the Senate would not accept. 

Quite apart from the tenor of these documents, which ex
hibit the reasonable and just side of Roman rule-I mean the 
public and responsible acts of the Senate as opposed to the 
injustices of individuals invested with arbitrary powers
the form of them is interesting as giving not only the order 
bf procedure, but the style and composition of these Greek 
documents. Foucart was the first to perceive that they 
were translations from the Latin originals, made at Rome, 
and sent to the provincials without the Latin text. They 
are written in the vulgar 'common dialect' of the Greek 
world, with stock translations, and bad ones, of Latin terms. 
There are also gross Latinisms, which show that such men 
as Cicero could hardly have revised them.2 So careless had 
the Senate now become of the appearances of culture, which 
were so studiously put forth in earlier days. 

Nevertheless, this contemptuous tyranny, and perhaps 
still more contemptuous justice towards the Greeks, had 
not yet eradicated the old Roman weakness of copying 
their greater refinement. We cited above the habit of 
wearing Greek costume (p. I I 5); we hear of many Romans 
on their travels soliciting the' freedom' of their cities from 

1 iii. 18, § 49. 
2 Cf. CQusin and Diehl in BCn ix. 37 for a list of these defects. 

Pro magnanimitate sua is v1dp p.<"(aXot/>pOtlW'f/f ; Suus appears as fBIOf ; 
extra ordinem as iKTOS Toil tlTlxoil; integer is II:YIIOS, and so on (cf. 
Viereck, op. cit. S9 sq.) This must be the work of some inferior clerk. 
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the Greeks, though;as Cicero explains,1 such a privilege was 
inconsistent with Roman citizenship, which was e.xdushoe, 
in contrast to Greek citizenships, which could be multiplied, 
and did not exclude any foreign privileges. 'And so we 
see in the Greek states, t~. at Athens, Rhodians, Lacedre
monians, etc., enrolled, and the same men citizens of 
many cItIes. Misled by this, I see some uneducated 
persons, citizens of ours, enrolled at Athens among the 
jurymen and Areopagites, named as to tribe and number j 
whereas they ought to know, that if they obtained that 
citizenship, they must ipso facio have lost ours, unless they 
recovered it by the process called postliminium.' In the 
case of Roman exiles in Greece, this Greek adoption was 
abnost the rule, but when the punishment was over, the legal 
fiction Cicero names should have been necessary, strictly 
speaking, before the Roman could return to his home. 

But there were still many Romans who not only affected 
Greek citizenship j they affected the Greek language j they 
professed fancies as to Greek prose, some rejecting Demos
thenes for the simplicity and antique grace of Lysias, others 
pretending to admire Thucydides, whom they could not 
understand, above Xenophon, whom they couleL l These 
are the people whom Lucilius ridiculed in the person of 
Albucius, their coryphreus in this generation, and who 
coupled this admiration of Greek with contempt of Latin 
orators and poets. 8 

To tum from art to philosophy, they adopted too, 
with Epicurean tenets, other Greek practices. Cicero 
describes to Pretus' a dinner party to which he went at 
the house of a Volumnius called Eulrapelos, or 'the 
Versahle' in Greek, where were his friend Atticus and 

1 Pro L C. Balbo, § 28 sqq. 
• D, Fin. i. I 9; iIIid. § 4 sq. 

I Cicero, Ora/o" §§ 23, 30. 
• Ati Farn. ix. 26. 
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others, and a Greek courtesan (the host's mistress) named 
Cytheris. He anticipates Pretus's surprise, and says he did 
not know that she would be present. But he excuses himself 
with a remark from Aristippus. Possibly this company also 
condescended to dance, a horrible opprobrium to a Roman 
gentleman, as Cicero admits when refuting the charge 
brought by Cato against Murena.1 

There were again others who actually professed Pytha· 
goreanism, like Nig. Figulus and the wretched Vatinius,1 
a.nd there were the famous Roman Stoics, though in some 
of them, such as Tubero, we hear of traits which seem a 
stupid parody of Stoic principles. He served his share in 
the funeral feast to his uncle, Scipio Africanus, upon the 
commonest ware, and with the rudest appointments, as if 
the cynic Diogenes and not the splendid Mricanus were to 
be honoured. The public were justly indignant.s 

So then, among the Roman nobles, who almost all sub
mitted to the tyrannous fashion of learning something of 
Greek philosophy, there were 'all 'the grades of intelligence, 
from that of L. Gellius to that of Cicero. I L Gellius, 4 

when he had come as proconsul after his prretorship into 
Greece, summoned all the philosophers then at Athens to 
meet together, and advised them seriously to make an 
end of their controversies. If they were really minded not 

1 P11I Mu".. § 13. I /" Val. § 14-

• PI'tI ~Iurma, § 7S,-Fuil ,odem e.7t lluai~ fIi".wudiltu apud pains 
110111'03, tI IIo",slus IIom~ tI II06i#s, Q. 7U6e111. Is 'luum ,pulum Q. 
Maximus Africa", patru; sui 110m;", JoPu/~ Rom. da".,/, 11Igaltu ,sl 
.. Maximo, ullridi"ium sl,""",I, pum Isset TulJe11l ejusdem Africa,,; 
101'rJril filius. Atf}UI ;11" IIomo ","ditissimus tIC Sioicus, slravil pel Ii. 
lUlu IIad;"is /eciuIOl Pu"icallOl " ,xposuil vasa Samia, guasi Ve11l tss,t 
Diogmel C)'1Iicus mwluus, ,t "011 div,',,; IIom,'"u Africa,,; mWI 
IIonesla".,lu".. • • • Hujus i" mw/e eele6".a""a gravi/,,,. lulil populus 
Rom. IIane perversam sapientiam Tu6e1'rJ"is. 

• Cic. d, Legg. i. § 53-
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to spend their lives in disputes, agreement was surely 
possible, and he promised them his assistance (as umpire) 
if they would strive to effect it!' Cicero, on the other 
hand, protests against his teachers, Philo and others, not 
insisting upon their differences from their rivals, and 
regards their attempts at any mediation among systems as a 
sign of weakness. l Philosophy had, in fact, become at 
Athens what it now is in our universities, no longer a rule 
of life, but a means of education in acuteness and in the 
practice of logical controversy. 

1 De Nat. Dtol". i. § 16. 



CHAPTER VII 

THE PERIOD OF THE CIVIL WAR-FROM CICERO 
TO AUGUSTUS 

PLUTARCH'S Lift of. Cimon opens with a strange story, 
which will serve us as a text for the cruel days which are 
the subject of the present chapter. It is a bit of local 
history, which the biographer tells about his native place. 

There was an ancient family descended, from the seer 
Peripoltas, who had come with the first settlers from 
Thessaly, which had furnished many eminent members 
who fought and died in the Persian and Galatian wars. 
The hero of our story was, however, the last scion, an 
orphan, called Damon Peripoltas (as if he had a family 
name), excelling the rest of the youth in beauty and vigour; 
but uneducated, and gloomy iIi temper. This youth was 
tempted by a Roman commander, who was wintering with 
his troops in Chreronea, and who did not disguise that he 
would use force when he failed with persuasion; our paternal 
city, adds Plutarch, being then in a bad way, and despised 
for its smallness and poverty. Damon, therefore, feeling 
outraged and dreading the results, made a conspiracy against 
this man with a few of his own fellows. The whole number, 
amounting to sixteen, blackened their faces with soot one 
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night, and having taken unmixed wine, fell upon the Roman 
at break of day as he was sacrificing in the agora, and 
having slain him and a good many of those about him, left 
the city. In the excitement that supervened the Senate 
of the Chreroneans came together and condemned the whole 
party to death, by way of an apology from the city to the 
Romans. But that evening as the magistrates, according 
to custom, were dining together, Damon's party rushed into 
~h" town-hall and slew them, and fled away again. 

Now it happened that about this very time L. Lucullus 
was passing through with an army on some expedition. 
As the occurrence was quite fresh he stopped his march, 
and having made inquiry into the facts, found that the city 
had rather suffered than done wrong; so he simply with
drew the garrison and took it with him. But when Damon 
kept plundering their territory by constant raids and rob
beries, and persecuted the city, the citizens induced him 
with friendly embassies and public resolutions to return, 
and made him gymnasiarch; but as he. was anointing 
himself in the bathroom they murdered him. For a long 
time after, as our fathers tell us, he haunted the place, 
till they built up the door of the room; and even now 
the neighbours believe they hear and see him at times. 
Those of his race that yet remain (particularly about 
Steiris in Phocis, speaking .iEolic dialect) they call the sooty 
(J.u{10Nap.Evovs), on account of Damon having blackened his 
face with soot when he was going to commit the murder. 

But the neighbouring people of Orchomenos, who had a 
quarrel with the Chreroneans, hired a Roman sycophant, 
and he, treating the city as a single defendant, brought 

. against it a charge of murdering those slain by Damon. 
The court was that of the prretor of Macedonia (for at that 
time there was not yet a prretor of Achaia), at which 



VII DEPOPULATION 153 

the counsel for the city appealed to the evidence of Lucullus, 
who replied to the praetor's letter, telling the whole truth, 
and thus saving the city from the most serious danger. Ac
cordingly a statue of Lucullus was set up in Chreronea, 
which suggested to PlutaIch this story. 

We have here a sort of combination of what happens in 
Ireland and what has happened in Greece in our own times. 
Most murders have been' committed in Ireland with 
blackened faces, and under the stimulus of strong drink; 
the habit of taking to the mountains to escape- the law, and 
appealing to the sympathy of other outlaws, and victims 
of what is considered tyrannous authority, is hardly yet out 
of fashion in most parts of southern Europe. 

The events we have just related probably took place in 
75-74t B.c., when the third Mithradatic war was commencing. 
It was a period when all the coasts were being devastated 
by Corsairs, almost under the eyes of the very Lucullus 
just mentioned, the first Roman commander that attempted 
with any success to combat this scourge of the civilised 
world. The long and bloody war in Crete, carried on by 
Metellus in spite of the objections and resistance of 
Pompey, ended in the partial depopulation of that island 
and the subjugation of the last fragment of independent 
Hellenism. Many of the pirates were indeed settled in 
the deserted Dyme, and about Patras in Achaia, but no 
such artificial and sporadic renewals of population could 
compensate for the heavier losses from war, from emigration, 
and from increasing poverty, which sapped the life-blood of 
most Hellenistic lands. ' 

The stray anecdotes preserved to us show that the more 
vigorous part of the population did not seek to reconquer 
the land gone out of cultivation, but rather to live by 
plunder, cursing their fate and regarding the laws which 
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restrained them as made unjustly to oppress the poor and 
the unfortunate. The details given by Cicero in his oration 
for the Manilian Law, a measure which put all the coasts 
and islands under the autocratic power of Pompey, show 
that there was not wanting a feeling of race hatred in these 
pirates, together with the ordinary love of plunder and 
lawlessness. In very many cases it was the Greek man 
revenging the loss of home and property upon his Roman 
conqueror. This may have been specially the case with the 
ravaging of Delos, now practically a great Roman mart in the 
.tEgean. For not only was it plundered, but the temples 
were destroyed and the warehouses razed, although such 
ravages -were no part of a pirate's policy, nay, even in
consistent with it. 

We must also remember that great as was the success of 
Pompey in restoring peace and security upon the seas,l every 
disturbance in the Roman world was followed by a new 
outburst of piracy. As highwaymen infested the roads, so the 
lately settled pirates of Dyme abandoned the dulness of an 
agricultural life, and left the vintage of their hills for the 
'unvintagable brine,' as Homer called it, upon which they 
knew how to reap a plentiful harvest. The many extant 
allusions make it certain that the Cilicians bore away the 
palm for daring and adroitness in this traffic of violence and 
cruelty; and, as has already been explained, the ruin of the 
Hellenistic cities on the Syrian, and the decline of Rhodes 

1 It seems to me that he treated these marauders with too much 
clemency, probably with the short-sighted policy of obtaining new glory 
through the astonishing promptness of his great results. His pacifica
tion was accordingly complete at the moment, but not thorough l for 
the peaceable subjects were left without any recognition of their passive 
virtues, while the pirates were rewarded for abandoning their crimes. 
Cicero (tie Off. iii. II) expresses the cause of public discontent when he 
says: Piralas ;1II1IIUIUI, sflCios 'lIl(nga/es "fIb,",us. 
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upon the Carian,' coasts, gave the pirates ample recruits 
from both these seaboards. 

Yet it is hard to say that any people have ever been more 
ingrained pirates than the Greeks proper, whose serrated 
coast, rocky islands, and unexpected harbours, whose lofty 
promontories and sea-side fortresses invite every lawless 
member of the community to try his luck in this adventurous 
game. From Homer to Byron this natural instinct never 
died out, not even in the palmy days of the pax Romana 
and the general security of the world.. Nor do I believe it 
would now be extinct, but for the invention- of steamers, 
which are too costly for the pirates to fit out, and which make 
tile capture of their sailing boats a certainty. I believe the 
Malay Archipelago presents, or presented lately, an aspect 
of insecurity very like that of the Levant in Grieco-Roman 
days. 

Had the settlement of Pompey· been followed by a 
century of calm, it is possible that this deep-seated Greek vice 
might have been eradicated. But before twenty years had 
elapsed all the East was in commotion at the tremendous 
conflict between C::esarians and Pompeians, and every Greek 
must declare himself upon one side or other-most of them 
did so for each party in turn, according as the fortunes of war 
oscillated Four times within the century (including the 
invasion of Mithradates) was the Greek peninsula racked by 
these colossal conflicts, in which the Greeks were of no 
moment except to furnish a few soldiers and enormous 
requisitions, to amuse the victorious leaders with their 
plentiful wit and wisdom, their gushing laudations, their 
pompous decrees; to feed them with their scanty provisions, 
and to work for them like beasts of burden. 

It is the business of the historian of wars and of policy 
to follow out the details of this wretched period, which did 



GREEK WORLD UNDER ROMAN SWAY CHAP. 

more than any other down to medireval times for the de
gradation and disintegration of Hellenistic life. Its effects 
reached not only all the peninsula but the nearer portions of 
Asia Minor and the islands, where Roman leaders demanded 
the advance of ten years' taxes, sacked towns, burnt fleets, 
and carried off sacred treasures. In their interludes these 
same men enjoyed themselves in the fashionable delights of 
Greek culture. Athens in particular was the scene of popular 
demonstrations which remind us of the days of Demetrius 
the Thunderbolt. l 

In the first Roman struggle, that of Cresar and Pompey, 
it is remarkable that Athens was not the residence of either 
chief. The sympathies of Pompey lay further to the East, 
and his main support came from Asia. His philosopher
guide, Theophanes, came from Mytilene, and may have been 
jealous of the possible influence of Athenian rivals, if Pompey 
came within the fascination of that eternal city. Cresar on 
the other hand, though he had spent much of his youth 
in the East, and like all the Roman leaders knew the 
Hellenistic world wel~ is the. first of them who dispensed 
with Greek private chaplains and panegyrists, and trusted 
to himself both for wisdom to act and literary power to 
chronicle his deeds. His Memoirs seem to me a calm and 
noble protest from the Roman magnate against the flattery, 
the tinsel, the unreality of the Greek rhetorician. His 
philosophy, so far as he professed any, was Epicurean, and 
that school did not usually afford tutors and counsellors to 

.. kings. But his real Roman sense revolted against the 
':~Iellenistic sentimentality of his rival, and this probably 
g~'ve him weight and dignity with many serious Romans
the\more so, as he was able to make good with his own 
pen '~ny supposed deficiency, and compose an account of 

1 C£ Greek Lift ami T/""'I:"'. p. 86. 
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his doings with a simplicity and gravity quite novel to the 
then world of letters. This contempt for what I will call 
sentimental Hellenism, combined .with the large measures 
of relief and justice which he accorded to the maltreated 
Greeks, 1 as soon as his power was assured, is one of the 
most remarkable, though little noticed, .features in the 
character and policy of the great Dictator. 
. But if neither Cresar nor Pompey dallied in Greece, as 
the eastern invaders had ever been prone to do, it was a very 
different thing with the sentimental Brutus and the luxurious 
Antony. Brutus spent the whole winter after the murder 
of Cresar at Athens in organising the senatorial party from 
the remains of the Pompeians left in Macedonia, from the 
resources of the now loudly anti-Cresarian Greeks, and from 
the legions and stores already in transit for the East, when 
Cresar's plans had been arrested by his death. But we are 
told that Brutus's leisure hours were spent in discourse with 
the philosophers, who no doubt ransacked history to fortify 
his doubtful conscience with examples of virtuous tyranni
cides. They even set up his statue beside those of 
Harmodius and Aristogiton, the imaginary founders of 
Athenian liberty. 

1 Thus he included Sao Greeks, probably of those resident in Italy, 
among the soao Roman colonists whom he sent with full citizen rights 
to his new foundation at Como; c£. Strabo (v. I, § 6), who 'says these 
Greeks were the most distinguished of the townspeople. On the other 
hand, his foundation of the Roman colony at Corinth settled a Roman 
public, and not of the best sort, in Greece, and from this town such 
customs as gladiatorial shows were introduced into Greece. I infer the 
character of these people from the remark of Strabo (viii. 6, § 23), who 
tells us that on finding bronzes and ancient pottery in some of the 
tombs they ransacked every one they could find, and sold both bronzes 
and pottery (nICpoKoplv8 ... ) for great prices at Rome till the fashion 
changed. There is also an epigram ascribed to Crinagoras (No. 32, ed. 
Rubensohn) which complains bitterly of the class of men-twice sold 
slave$-who now walked upon the ashes of the Bacchiadae. 
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Unfortunately, we have very few details of Greek life 
beyond these generalities, during this agitated period. We 
hear that when Cresar's legate, Calenus, stormed Megara, after 
the battle of Pharsalia, the Pompeians let loose against him 
the lions which were then on their way to the Roman 
amphitheatre, and that they attacked both sides indis
criminately. They were in fact as impartial in their emnity 
as their Greek keepers were in their flattery towards the 
Romans. l We also hear that Dolabella on his way to Asia 
stopped at Argos to purchase a horse, which was descended 
from the horses of the Thracian Diomede, for which he paid 
100,000 sesterces, but which brought all its successive 
owners fatal ill-luck.2 

Far more interesting than these stray trifles is it to pause 
a moment before the character of Brutus, • the noblest 
Roman of them al!,' in the judgment of most of his con
temporaries, but in that of history a very mischievous 
doctrinaire, who for the sake of a bug-bear of his own-his 
artificial horror of tyranny-inflicted perhaps the greatest 
mischief anyone man ever inflicted upon his generation. 
In exact contrast to the practical directness of Cresar, Brutus 
was constitutionally sentimental, as for example when he 
went to Naples to persuade Greek players to come to Rome, 
and asked his friends to secure for him in the same way a 
special actor, as it was wrong to coerce any Greek.s He con
stantly saved and pardoned his bitterest enemies in the Civil 
war, yet he urged Cicero, as we know from the sixth book 
of the Leiters to Attitus, to use his pro-consular authority in 
Cyprus on behalf of a villain"ous money-lender called Scaptius, 
who had tried to extract 48 per cent from the Salaminians, 

1 These lions had been purchased by Cassius for display at his redile
ship. Plutarch (Brutus, 8) repeats an absurd story that it was their loss 
which set Cassius against Cresar. 

t Aul. Gell. iii. 9, I. • Pluto Brut. 21. 
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together with compound interest, and had locked up the 
Senate of Salamis in their council chamber, till five of them 
died of hunger. This villain was acting with the knowledge 
of Brutus, and yet he protected and encouraged him, possibly 
for his own interest. 

After the first battle of Philippi, when he found his 
victorious army encumbered with a crowd of captives, in 
face of the enemy, he ordered all the slaves among the 
prisoners to be massacred, while he liberated with polite 
speeches the free men-a proceeding which Plutarch men
tions without comment. But the same biographer relates 
with indignation that he promised his soldiers the sack of 
Thessalonica and Sparta if they were victorious. And yet he 
rode up and down crying and ringing his hands before the 
town of Xanthus, where the inhabitants, to avoid capture and 
sacking by his troops, allowed their city to take fire, and 
committed suicide en masse. He offered rewards for the 
saving of their lives. For he was in theory a humane man, 
and a philosopher, but distinctly of the Roman Stoic type, 
always talking philosophy in Greek, but not apparently 
attached to any Greek sect, not even to the Stoics, who were 
clearly the people he should have joined. Plutarch speciallyl 
calls him a follower of Cato, and so far as he was definite, 
a follower of the older Academy from Plato to Antiochus. 
He mentions 2 that at Athens he sought the company of 
Theomnestus the Academic, and Cratippus the Peripatetic, 
not ot the Stoic school. All this points to his Roman 
eclecticism, even though he knew Greek perhaps better than 
any of his contemporaries. 

Both the philosophy and the Hellenism of Brutus have 
a close resemblance to those of his model, the younger 
Cato. A comparison of the lives of both in Plutarch will, 

1 Cap. 2. ~ Cap. 24 



160 GREEK WORLD UNDER ROMAN SWAY CHAP. 

however, show that Cato was by far the stricter and more 
consistent Stoic, even to the verge of that coarse simplicity 
which parades meanness or indecency. His appointing of 
parsley crowns instead of the usual money prizes, when 
redile, reminds us of the absurdity of Tubero,l and the 
account of his reception of the Egyptian Ptolemy at 
Rhodes savours rather of the vulgarest cynic than of a 
Roman gentleman.s . He was trained by Antipater of Tyre, 
and afterwards took great pains to go and seek out Atheno
dorus at Pergamum and take him into his household.s 

But we must admit that he won his position at Rome by 
long-tried virtue rather than by one signal crime. While 
his curiosity in visiting the East shows an educated taste, 
and his honesty and economy among the provincials were in 
all respects honourable, the simplicity of his appointments, 
and his habit of walking when all the rest rode, have a 
certain theatrical air about them which is even more obtru
sive in the circumstances of his suicide. He too, in con
trast to Cresar, had all his nearer intimates Greeks, so had 
Brutus, and so had Antony, so that these, and not Roman 
nobles, were the companions of each in his last moments. 

Cato made his great mistake in attempting to carry on the 
politics of this corrupt and violent time on Stoic principles. 
The tyrannicide idea, which Brutus was always parading 
with such ostentation, was not prominent in Cato's conversa
tion, because he must have felt very clearly that if Cresar 
was assassinated, Pompey would remain actual master of the 
state-probably a far worse autocrat. But these tyrannicide 
notions were imported from the writings of Greek aristocrats 
into the talk of Roman aristocrats, and were really the outcry 
against the loss of privileges and of license among nobles, 
rather than the genuine assertion of political liberty among 

1 Above, p. 149. I Cal. 35. I 1M I. c. x. 



VII CASSIUS 161 

the mass of the free population. This latter principle was 
put forward as a pretence and a cloak; lrhat both Greek 
and Roman lyrannicides really resented was the rule of one 
man over the priVIleged cIasses, lrhom he levelled down to 
the inferior people. Thus lrhen the tyrannicide Cassius, 
lrho shared lrith Brutus all the sentimental horrors of the 
republican a.,aainst despotism, came to control and plunder 
Syria, he quickly forgot his wunted principles. Josephus 
tells us of a certain Marion, lrhom Cassius had left as master 
over the Syrians j this man divided Syria into distinct 
tyrannies and so controlled it ! 1 

But in philosophy Cassius was a declared Epicurean, 
lrho (according to PlutaIch) aired his notions in opposition 
to Brutus. His physical explanation of the tragic apparition 
of Brutus's evil genius is a curious piece of bathos. But the 
more serious differences of the two philosophical murderers 
lrere soothed by a third kind of dilettante, Marcus Favorinus, 
a passionate follo1rer of Cato, 'lrho did not philosophise by 
study so much as by some kind of impulse and mad passion.' 
Brutus called him a mere Cynic and a sham one.1 

On one point they all seem to have a.,areeci-on plunder
ing the Greeks for the sake of their own civil nr. Cassius 
especially acted lrith violence and cruelty. When the 
Rhodians resisted he stormed their island town after defeat
ing their fleet, and lre hear that he robbed them of some 
£2,000,000 of. our money, nearly all of it private pro
perty j S and this gives us some notion of the comparative 
wealth of Rhodes and Athens at this period. Athens could 
only send a fleet of three ships to aid Antony at the battle of 

I xiv. 12.--TVI"""l<n -rGP &~ rip ~pa. oilror 0 .... <4>f*lf"IIR. 
S CL Plut. Bnd. 34'37 lOr the details. 
• 8000 blents from requisition, SOO more from the public funds 

(Plut. Bnd. 32). 
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Actium. The plunder of Asia and the islands was so great 
that Brutus was able to lavish money on his troops during 
the final campaign, and it is quite possible that this frightful 
crisis, followed within ten years by the still more monstrous 
requisitions of Antony, inflicted a financial blow never re
covered by the Greeks of Hellas and the islands. 

We have in Antony the old and vulgar style of phil-Hel
lene, who liked Greek life for its pleasures, and Greek society 
for the keener imagination of that people in providing en
tertainments, as well as for the more piquant flattery in which 
they were acknowledged masters. Plutarch justly brings 
Antony's joieuse entree into Ephesus 1 and his debauches 
at Athens into comparison with the extravagances of king 
Demetrius the Besieger, which we have already noticed in a 
previous volume. At the same time he did not scruple to 
use any of them as slaves, to carry burdens like mules, or to 
perform the most menial work. He stole three colossal 
statues by Myron from the Samians, of which Augustus 
restored 2 two. There was little Hellenistic culture in the 
man, though he liked Hellenistic pleasures. 

Plutarch notices that he particularly favoured the Asianic 
style of rhetoric,8 at that time very fashionable, and having a 
great analogy to his own life.4 It is very interesting to find 

1 Anton. cap. xxiv. I Cf. MDI ix. 260. 
8 Ant.2. This is corroborated by Suetonius (Octav. 86) when speaking 

of Augustus's purism. 'M. quid em Antonium ut insanum inerepat, 
quasi ea scri6entem, quae mirentur potius Iwmines, quam intel/igant. 
Deinde ludens malum d ineonstans in eligentlo genere dicemli ingenium 
ejus addit naee: • • • an potius Asiaticorum ora/orum inanis smtentiis 
ver60rum volu6ilitas in nostrum sermonem transftrentla I' This shows 
that Antony's Greek studies had affected his Latin. Strabo (p. 523) 
mentions Dellias as the special historiographer of Antonius's Parthian 
war, therefore probably in Greek. 

« Kop:1I'w8." '''" t/>PlJa.yp.a:rla.. 11 • .,./1 Kal KeIIOr; "Y/llJP'6.p.a..,.", Kill t/>""O'I'.p./a.r 
a...,p.6."OlJ 1U1T.,./w (bombastic and frothy, and full of vain boasting and 
capricious ambition). 
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in one of his official letters tc? the Jews, cited'by Josephus/ 
a passage which thoroughly corroborates Plutarch. Antony 

recites his recent victory at Philippi in these words, the 
effects of which, can hardly be rendered in a transla

tion: ~P.E'iS, WS o~X ';}7r~p lBtov P.OYOY dywyos, dAA fJ7r~P d7raYTWY 

KOWOU, TOVS alTtovs Ka~ TWY Els dy{}p.mrovs 7rapayop.lwy Ka~ TWY 

Els {}EOVS dyop.TJp.aTWY ~p.Vyap.E{}a B, «£ ~a~ T~Y ~AIOY d7rECTTpa</>{}al 

BOKOUP.ev, 8s Ka~ a~T~S dTJBws i7rErBe' T~ i7r~ Ka{uapI p.uuos. 
'AAAd, Ka~ Td,S i7rl{1oVAd,S a~TWY Td,S {}EOP.axovs, «£ .. fJ7rEB£~aTo 
• M ~, ll' .~ ,~ ~ -" \ , TJ aKEOOYla, Kaf7a7rEp IOIOS aUTO IS TWY aYOUlWY TOI\p.TJp.aTWY 

d~p, K~~ ~Y uV'YXvuw Tfj~ ~p.lp.ayovs KaKo~{}ws yywp.TJS, ~Y 
KaTd, <P£A{7r7rOVS Tfjs MaKEBoy{as crvYEKpOTOVV, Ka~ T07rOVS ~</>VE'iS 

KaTaAap.{1ayop.EYOI P.EXP~ {}aA&rTTJS d7rOTETEIXWP.£YOVS 0PEUI, 
- WS 7rl'iATJ p.t~ T~Y 7rapoBoy Tap.tEVuau{}al, TWY {}EWY a~Tovs i7r~ 

TO'iS dBtKOIS iYXEIP~P.au£ KaTEah</>wp.£Vwv, iKpa~uap.ev.2 I 
need quote no more to show how truly Plutarch has spoken. 
The companion letters in the same chapter are much tamer, 
and do not show this peculiarity so strongly. Possibly that 
quoted may have been written before the excitement of the 
great victory had worn off, and by himself, while he en
trusted to his secretaries the later and mere business letters. 

The splendid and eccentric hospitalities or- Cleopatra, 
the Egyptian queen, have made his life notorious. But 
though the brilliant Cleopatra, whose ancestors had now 
been thoroughly Hellenised for centuries, whose capital 
had long been the centre of Greek learning, had turned her 
great talents exclusively to practise the art of fascination; 
and was of course ready to take from Greek culture any
thing that could add grace or refinement to sensuality, 
though she spoke Greek perfectly, as all her house had done, 

1 Antiqq. xiv. 12, § 3. ' 
2 I apologise for giving so much Greek iIi the text, but I have tried 

in vain to reproduce the effect of this rhodomontade in English. 
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yet the whole spirit of her court was Egyptian and oriental 
rather than Hellenistic. 

It is plain that during this century the great work of 
Alexander suffered m~re than in any like period for a long 
time before-or after. The rise of Roman importance turned 
the whole stream of Greek emigration westward j Antioch 
and Alexandria were no longer the El Dorado of the Greek 
fortune-hunter.' I have already explained 1 how, ever since 
the seventh Ptolemy, Greek influence had waned even in 
Alexandria, and perhaps the only interesting personal story 
in Diodorus is his account how in this very generation (about 
S6 B.c.), when the Romans were greatly feared, and it was of 
the last importance to retain their favour, a Roman accident
ally killed a cat j and how the fury of the populace at this crime 
against Egyptian religion was such that, though the offence 
was caused by an accident, though the king sent soldiers at 
once to protect the man from the mob, nothing could save 
his life. This anecdote seems to indicate that Alexandria 
was no longer a mainly Greek and Jewish city. The old 
tough race had been reasserting its ineradicable peculiarities. 

This is clearly the case if we compare generally the Egypt 
of the Ptolemies with the Egypt of the Romans. From 
the days of Augustus it was no longer the chief of Hellenistic 
lands, but a foreign and oriental country, full of natural 
wealth and of curiosities, but foreboding peculiar danger to 
the Empire from its isolated and defensible position, and from 
the fact that the strange enthusiasm of the old Egyptians 
might any day accept some saviour like the modem Mahdis, 
and rise in dangerous revolt All this is non-Hellenistic, 
Oriental, and essentially Egyptian. At Alexandria there was 
of course a good deal of the Ptolemaic tone left. The court 
spoke Greek still, and the uniforms and etiquette were the 

I Gnd Lift and 7l4uglll. P. S06. 
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old Macedonian, long after Macedon had disappeared for 
ever from the catalogue of nations. Watchwords and com
mands were no doubt still issued to the household guards 
in Macedonian, though' the later kings had neglected to 
learn even this hereditary dialect, and had contented them
selves with Greek. But it is significant that Cleopatra 
found it useful to speak Egyptian and Syrian as .well as 
Greek, and this extraordinary accomplishment has been 
exaggerated into the statement that she could speak the 
languages of all her subjects, even of Troglodytes.1 

And yet with all her fascinations the occasional details 
we hear of her ordinary life show that her high culture 
had not included really refined manners. If the account 
of Josephus I be true, she offered herself with disgusting 
facility, whether from mere passion or policy, to other 
people than Antony, so that Herod could boast that 
he had rejected her addresses. The whole scene of her 
visit to Jerusalem, while Antony had gone upon his 
disastrous expedition against the Parthians, though told 
with matter-of fact dulness by the historian, is perhaps 
the most dramatic in the romantic histories of the Jewish 
king and the Alexandrian queen. They were each in their 
way the representatives of that Syrian and Egyptian Hel
lenism which was accommodating itself to the Roman sway. 
Both were strikingly handsome, and versed in the arts of 
looking young, 8 both were persuasive and versatile. To these 

I I notice that our artists, who often take Cleopatra (or their subject. 
always represent her a bronze-coloured Egyptinn in the old nationnl 
costume. We know that she was (air, and may infer with certainty that 
she lived and dressed as a Greek. 

• A "'''qq. xv. 4, I 2. 
• I need not adduce evidence in the CRse o( Cleopntrn, but will quote 

Josephus (xvi. 8, § I) on Herod: I'fMlvOVTIITC\r TpIXIII, Kill KXlrrrOVTII ffi, 
t'A.ryxov ",I ijXUd1l1 I 
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qualities both owed their power, created or established 
for them by the Romans. From Antony especially Herod 
had received his title of king and his dominion. But from 
Antony too the more potent Cleopatra had obtained the 
formal proclamation of her younger son Ptolemy as king of 
kings in Phrenicia, Syria, and Cilicia, and the boy had been 
produced to the people of Alexandria in the robes and 
Macedonian diadem of the Syrian sovranty.l Hence her 
interests and Herod's were opposed, and the problem before 
each of them was how to preserve authority under Antony, 
or if Antony fell, under his successor. Herod played the 
longer game, and won. But the scene at Herod's palace 
must have been inimitable. The display of counter-fascina
'tions between these two tigers; their voluptuous natures 
mutually attracted; their hatred giving to each that deep 
interest in the other. which so often turns to mutual 
passion while it incites to conquest; the grace and finish of 
their manners, concealing a ruthless ferocity; the splendour 
of their appointments-what more dramatic picture can 
we imagine in history ? 

The prosaic Josephus adds that Herod consulted his 
council whether he should not put her to death for this 
attempt upon his virtue. He was dissuaded. by them on 
the ground that Antony would listen to no arguments, not 
even from the most persuasive of the world's princes, and 
would take" awful vengeance when he heard of her death . 

. So she was' escorted with great gifts and politenesses back 
to Egypt. 

Such, then, was the character of this notorious queen. 
But her violation of temples and even of ancient tombs for 
the sake of treasure must have been a far more public and 
odious exhibition of that want of respect for the sentiment 

1 Plutarch, Antonius, 54. 
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of others which is the essence of bad manners. Of the 
same kind were her violences to her attendants, whom she 
flew upon, beating them and tearing their hair even in the 
presence of the noblest Roman visitors. 1 When Octavius was 
sitting beside her, and she gave him a list of all her treasures, 
she used this violence to her steward, who said the list was 
incomplete; Cresar smiled and restrained her. These details 
come from the rp.emoirs of his confidential physician, Olym
pus.2 This Hellenism then, even in queens, was far below 
the pure Hellenedom of earlier days or even the teaching 
of the schools In Athens and Rhodes. 

The same kind of outrage upon manners is exhibited in 
the tragic scene told by Josephus S when the condemned 
Mariamme, going in silence to her death, is assailed by her 
mother Alexandra, who thought to secure her own safety by 
reviling her unfortunate daughter. In addition to loul! and 
calumnious accusations, she did not even refrain from tear
ing her daughter's hair ! We cannot but feel that though 
of royal descent, with a Greek name, and probably scream
ing out her abuse in Greek, there was here little more of 
Hellenism -than a skin-deep varnish. 

To return to Egypt. 
The court of this marvellous queen can hardly be called 

either strictly Hellenistic or Egyptian; for she sought what 
was fascinating from all quarters, and was probably more 
cosinopolitan in her tastes than anyone who had as yet ap
peared in the Hellenistic world. Beyond the court, together 
with the decaying Museum and the Greek trade in the port, 

1 Plut. Ant. 83. 
2 2:eAeuKou 6<1 TlVOf rwv f'lrlrp6'1r6Jv iMrxovror wr tVla. KpU7rTOUI1a.v Ka.l 

61a.KAmoul1a.v dva.7r1161\11a.11a. Ka.l rwv rpl'Xwv a.~roi) Aa.fJOpJV1/ 'lroAMr 
'ive¢6pel r~ 'lrPOI1W'lrlji 'lrA'TYdr. 

8 Anti,!'!. xv. 7. § S. 



168 GREEK WORLD UNDER ROMAN SWAY CHAP. 

we, know of nothing but the reassertion of the old nationality. 
The revolt and devastation of Thebes which took place 
under Lathyrus about 85 B.C., and from which that wonder
fui city never recovered, l would at first seem an assertion of 
Alexandrian ideas against the old traditions and claims of 
the. natives. But the result was probably the very reverse. 
Whatever cosmopolitancultur~-Greek or Roman-might 
creep into a great Egyptian city far up the Nile by way of 
.trade or garrison would never reach ruined palaces, or the 
villages which held the remains of the popUlation. The 
Egyptians became more and more a mere agricultural 
peasantry with no great centre in Upper Egypt (for 
Ptolemais was wholly Greek), and so sank gradually into 
the position of the Indian ryot or, other free labourer, who 
is practically a slave to earn taxes for his rulers. 

The peculiar religions and philosophic developments at 
Alexandria which came just before and with the rise of 
Christianity will be qiscussed in due season. 

Let us now tum to Syria and Asia Minor. The long 
quarrels and wars of the wretched Seleucid princes and 
princesses at last produced in the most loyal of the Syrians 
a conviction that any foreign rule would be better than this 
constant and bloody confusion. As Egypt was exactly in 
the same difficulties, there seemed no possibility of obtain
ing a proper regent from that quarter, and the Romans had 
already shown their harsh and grasping character in the 
East. So it seems that the Armenian and Parthian sovran 
Tigranes was invited or permitted to occupy the throne 
peaceably for about eighteen years. Then came his con
nection with the Mithradatic wars and the conquests of 

1 Mr. Sayce informs me that on the ostra(a he has collected in Egypt, 
Thebes (Diospolis) is called a p:'1Tp67ro"'" till this time; afterwards it is 
cited as consisting merely of villages (KWJt/.U). 
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. Lucullus, ending .in the settlement of Pompey, by which 
Syria was taken· from Tigranes and from the remaining 
Seleucids and made a Roman province. This settlement 
rehabilitated all the isolated cities within the limits of 
Syria. Josephus specially tells us that the coast cities such 
as Gaza, which J annreus had destroyed, as well as the inland 
cities such as Scythopolis, were all declared free of Jewish 
or Syrian rule; if they were held by tyrants, which was the 
case with some of them, these tyrants were dispossessed; if 
they were ruined, they were given to their exiled inhabitants 
to rebuild. For the isolated Greek city was the form of 
polity apparently best understood by Rome and most con
venient for distant dependencies. Nevertheless the rapacity 
and tyranny of the Roman governors made this change less 
beneficial than would at first sight appear. 

We have unfortunately no picture of Syrian Hellenistic 
life at this period. But except that many philosophers, 
grammarians, and epigrammatists come from the coast cities, 
there is little sign of any stirring or interesting intellectual 
and social life from this time to the establishment of the 
Empire. All the Roma~ decrees cited in the fourteenth 
book of Josephus's Antiquities were to be engraved and set 
up in Roman and Greek, not in any local idiom, such: as 
Syriac. It is everywhere assumed in that book that the 
Jewish people perfectly understand Greek, thougb very few 
could write it correctly. The names of almost all their 
public men are also Greek. 

The requisitions of the Roman party leaders were of 
course here as elsewhere. very oppressive. Still worse, 
the civil wars entailed a neglect of the frontier, and 
after the great victory over Crassus the Parthians kept in
vading not only Syria but Asia Minor with impunity. 
Cresar was preparing to conquer them when he was assas-
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sinated, but in the years immediately succeeding they pene
trated through Asia Minor and actually reached the £gean.l 
The victories of Ventidius, the lieutenant of Antony, were 
followed by the graver defeat of Antony himself, so that the 
Roman sway over Syria was often interrupted and always 
precarious. In these frequent Parthian raids the Greek 
cities suffered great loss, and doubtless many more Greeks 
were carried off as slaves into the interior of Asia. A 
certain varnish of Hellenistic culture extended even to the 
Parthian court, as the celebrated story of the appearance of 
the head of Crassus at a Greek play in Parthia implies. But 
I think the weight of this piece of evidence is overrated; 
for it may have been fashionable to see the performances of 
Greek strolling players, who went round the scattered Greek 
cities of Parthia, without understanding them at all clearly.2 
Even nowadays crowds of people in London go to German, 
Italian, and French plays for fashion's sake, without being 
able to follow one sentence of the diaiogue. Our whole 
knowledge of the Arsacid power tells us that it was 
distinctly oriental and non-Hellenistic, quite different 
from that of the Seleucids, perhaps even from that of 
Tigranes. 

On the other hand, the really Hellenistic cities of the 
East were now affected or infected with a Roman element, 
which seriously altered their complexion in politics, art, and 
manners. Pompey had already posed as a great founder 
of cities in the East-cities, indeed, after the Hellenistic 
model, but with names derived from himself and his 
conquests, sometimes with a popUlation increased from his 
own veterans, and probably in every case looking to Rome, 
and not to Antioch or Alexandria, as the real model of a 

1 The inscriptions of Stratoniceia in Carla imply this disastrous in· 
vasion, cf. Ben xi. 156. • Cf. above, p. 33. 
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city.l Still more was the Italic element strengthened in 
some of them by the fact that Roman communities were 
settled in them, a population apart from, and certainly not 
inferior to, the Greeks. Such was the case with Nicopolis, 
Sinope, Byzantium, and others. I As I have already noted, 
all the decrees issued by Roman generals at this time in 
Syria were published in Latin and in Greek, and thus there 
arose and grew that peculiar fusion which afterwards marked 
the civilisation of the Empire. S 

The coryph~us of this movement in the East, the most 
interesting Hellenistic figure of the day, who stands alone, 
with Oeopatra, above the vulgar herd of worthless dynasts, 
in versatility, in daring. and in consequent success, was the 
Idum~ Herod, whose earlier life, which falls within our 
period, fills the fascinating fourteenth and fifteenth books 
of Josephus's An'kjuilies. The wonderful adventures and 
vicissitudes of this clever upstart, his gradual rise to 
power upon the ruins of the Asmon~ house, his cruel 
domination over the Jews, are all matters of well-known 
history. But beyond the fact of his success, the manner of 
it is strangely interesting. He must clearly have been 
the most fascinating of men. Whenever his crimes or 
the hostility of the conservative party and of the legitimate 
royal house brought him into imminent danger j whenever 
his foes expected that his fall at the hands of the Roman 
governor was certain, his visit to headquarters as an already 

I C£. on this settlement, and on the new or newly-enIarged cities of 
the East, Mommsen, R. G. iii. 152 sq. 

• Thus in the old piratical furts of the Alpine Isauna, we have in an 
inscription: 'I~ lj (lo6X'I n1 i Bijpos <l. "' II'VlLnN~" ·P .. par.. 
(BCR xi. 67). 

a It is in this sense only that the eulogy of Augustus in Philo (Leg. 
tuI Caiu"" 22) is true-il .. ~ pO 'EUd&& 'EUd<n nUois IlUpdtrE>i-r, 
~ il {J~ h roir UII'l'InWI"I'IlT'Cl<$ "1L~p.a4lI a4>EU.,MlIs. 
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condemned criminal turned out the occasion fQr new exten
sion of his territory, for new privileges, for new favours. He 
is reported to have bribed Gabinius, Antony, Cleopatra, 
and others in turn. Of course he did so. But anybody else 
could adopt this vulgar and obvious means of persuasion. 
He must have added some singular eloquence of words or 
of manner, some extraordinary plausibility, to win so many 
desperate causes. His military career was very similar. 
Sometimes defeated, often in great difficulties, his un
wearied resource, his obstinate courage, his popularity with 
his mercenaries, made him recover lost battles, and re
duce his enemies' victories to successes in unsuccessful 
campaigns. 

But what makes him far more interesting to us than all 
his wars and his wiles is the story of his love. Married to 
Mariamme, the most splendid beauty of her day, he seems 
really to have gained the deep affection of this princess of 
the house he had dethroned, but the passion that domin
ated him made her feel secure, and too outspoken in her 
contempt for his mother and sister, whom she derided 
as ignoble. The king was so completely devoted to 
her, that even the irresistible Cleopatra, who tried to seduce 
him, only met with contempt, and would have lost her life 
at his hands but for the dictates of prudence, as I have 
already explained.1 

Josephus quotes his facts from -Herod's own Memoirs, 
which gave a more favourable account of the king 
than was contained in independent histories.2 How 
interesting must these memoirs have been I We wonder 
what account -he gave in them of the tragedy, with 

1 Above, p. 166. 
2 Anti,!". xv. 6, § 3: T"i)r" 81-yp/&tf>o/Ul' iJp.<'r, wr Iv Toi, inrOp.ll.qp.4tTi 

Toir Toli {JM,""",r 'H. ""p'.cXfTo. 
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Mariamme; or did he omit all domestic matters as beneath 
his dignity? His furious jealousy led him gradually not 'only 
to suspect every intimate of his pure and noble wife, but to 
take the odious precautions of an oriental despot, lest upon 
his death she should survive and pass into the possession of 
an~ other man. Her discovery of these precautions led to 
bitter recriminations, abject repentance on Herod's side, 
reconciliations, and new estrangements. The story of the 
pathetic preludes to her death make the pages of the tame 
historian glow with lurid splendour. When at last the 
schemes of her female enemies succeeded, and she was con
demned to death at the demand of Herod, her calm dignity 
and silence left in his heart the indelible conviction of his 
own injustice, and the stings of a remorse heightened to 
madness by the unspeakable misery of his self-inflicted 

_ bereavement His great passion for Mariamme returned 
with such a storm into his soul that his reason as well as 
his health were shattered. All attempted distractions 
proved vain, and for months he lay a mere wreck in the 
hands of his despairing physicians in Samaria. 

Let me quote the words of Josephus: 'But after she was 
executed, the king's passion was inflamed even beyond the 
condition we have already described. For his love was not 
calm, or such as arises from companionship, but had begun 
with enthusiasm, and was not prevented by the outspokenness 
of married life from growing stronger every day. So then 
it appeared that he had been set on to destroy her by some 
Divine retribution, and oft would he call upon her by name, 
oft fall into unseemly lamentation, though he also devised 
all possible beguilements for his soul, making convivial 
nights and entertainments his serious pursuit. But none of 
these things availed him. He then abandoned the admin" 
istration of his kingdom to others, and was so overcome 
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v:.ith his calamity, as actually to order his attendants to call 
Mariamme, as if she were alive and could respond. At 
this time there supervened a pestilence, which carried off 
both much people and the majority of his most honoured 
peers, and was interpreted by public opinion as the visitation 
of Providence for the outrage done upon his queen. This 
too had a grave effect upon the king, and at last betaking 
himself to lhe deserts, and wandering about there distraught, 
under the pretext of hunting, after some days he fell into a 
dreadful sickness-fever and inflammation of the neck, with 
loss of reason, nor were any of the usual remedies of avail, 
except to intensify the disease and drive his attendants to 
despair.' At last his doctors, in perplexity, allowed him 
whatever he desired, leaving his recovery to chance. In this 
condition he lay sick in Samaria.1 

It was after this tragic episode of his life had passed 
that he succeeded in conciliating at Alexandria the final 
conqueror in the civil wars, and received from Augustus the 
confirmation and extension of his royal position. Then it 
was that he undertook to rebuild and adorn Jerusalem, and 

.presently Cresarea, in accordance with the ideas of the day. 
The later history of Herod falls under the Empire. But 
here we have already full blown that new type of which I 
have. spoken-Hellenism coloured with Roman habits, 
modified by Roman tastes, not from any real admiration, 
but because it was politic, nay even necessary, to conciliate 
and flatter the rulers of the earth. 

Having slain the last remnants of the legitimate high 
priest's ruling family, Herod proceeds thus: 2 'Whereupon 
he departed yet further from the national customs, and 
kept corrupting the old order of things with new fashions, 
because he could not control them; and this did us no 

1 Anti. Jut!. xv. 7, § 7. • OJ. cil. xv. 8. 
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small harm even in succeeding times, as those things be
came neglected which led the common people to. religion. 
For first he established a five years' feast of athletic contests 
in honour of Cresar, and built a theatre in Jerusalem, and 
again on the plain beneath an enormous amphitheatre, both 
of them remarkable for their splendour, but foreign to 
Jewish customs; for the use of them, and such exhibitions, 
are against our traditions: He thereupon celebrated his five 
years' feast with great splendour, having announced it round 
about, and invited people of every nation. Athletes and 
other performers were induced to come from every land by 
the promise of valuable prizes, and the reputation of so 
famed a· competition, and so the best of all kinds were 
secured. For very valuable rewards were offered, not only 
for gymnastics, but for musical skill. lie also offered 

. prizes for races with four, two, or single horses; and what
ever devices had elsewhere been adopted to exhibit riches 
and splendour, these he carefully '.imitated from motives of 
ambition. Round the theatre were medallions of Cresar, and 
trophies of the nations conquered by him, wrought in pure 
gold and silver. In robes, too, and precious stones, there 
was nothing too splendid to be expended upon the decora
tion. There was a large provision of wild beasts-quan
tities of lions and other animals of exceptional strength or 
rarity, and these were set to fight with each other, or with 
condemned criminals. 

'The ·visitors were astonished with this extravagance, and 
delighted with the excitement of these conflicts, but to the 
natives they seemed a manifest violation of ancient traditions, 
for it was clearly impious to cast men to wild beasts for 
mere amusement, impious too to supplant the Law with 
strange ordinances. But what vexed them most of all were 
the trophies, as they regarded the figures surrounded by 
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the arms as images.' The historian goes on to explain how 
Herod was obliged to take particular pains to get rid of this 
difficulty! His murders, his espionage, and his exactions 
seemed to his people far less shocking. 

In addition to this readornment of Jerusalem, ultimately 
condoned by the Jews, owing to his splendid rebuilding and 
magnifying of the great temple some years later,l Herod built 
two more Hellenistic centres,2 wherein to show both his archi
tectural fancies and his profound veneration for the emperor, 
Sebaste (which was the Greek for Augusta), on the site of 
the old Samaria, and Cresarea on the coast, where he con
structed a large artificial harbour-as it were a seaport for 
his capital, on a coast singularly devoid of any natural refuge 
for ships. The details of this great work are minutely 
described by Josephus; and indeed such enterprises must 
have gratified the peculiar ambition of Herod to be known 
as a munificent builder. For he was in the habit, when he 
visited Asia Minor, of giving large sums to various cities to 
set up stoas, temples, and other public edifices.- He set up 
again the ruined stoa of Chi os, 3 and showered benefits on 
Ephesus, Samos, and Ilium. He was the mediator with 
Agrippa for many supplications from these cities, and often 
obtained for them a remission of burdens. 

In all this Hellenistic work he had beside him as his 
teacher, his ancient, his adviser, Nicolaus of Damascus, one 
of the most prolific authors of that day, who is reported to 

1 By the way, with Corinthian pillars Gos. xv. II, § s). 
,~ When the Jews sent an embassy to Rome after his death to pro

test against the oppressions of Archelaus, his successor, a special com· 
plaint against the rule of Herod was that he adorned and favoured out
lying Greek towns, to the loss and detriment of his Jewish subjects. 
Josephus, Antt. Jud. xvii. II, § 2: ... 6X.., pill 'Y ... ~r !UII .... p.o.Kl6,u, 
""I inr' 11).).0</>6X .. " ol"ovpi""r """p.oiill"" p.~ ... "vO',,0'6,,1, ""."MO' ..... ""I 
11</>"".0''';; .. 0111 b oj I1pxii "u..ou """'I'lC1/pi" .. JI. 

• J os. xvi. 2, 2. 
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have done much to whitewash Herod's reputation. In an 
interesting fragment from the autobiography of Nicolaus 1 

he tells how Herod got tired of philosophy, and made him 
set to work 'at rhetoric. Presently Herod got weary of 
rhetoric, and took to history. It 'was the necessity of work
ing up history with Herod that set Nicolaus to extend his 
own studies till he composed a great general history, which 
he says is a labour which would have puzzled Heracles, if 
Eurystheus had chosen to set it before him. It is specially 
mentioned of this Nicolaus that he; openly boasted of being 

, from Damascus, whereas rival teachers were often anxious 
to acquire the 'citizenship of some famous city, and then 
drop their native place. This by the way. 

I will conclude with the significant passage in which 
Josephus explains the policy of this remarkable philo
Roman sovran: 2 'By his ambition in doing these good 
offices, and the constant court which he paid 'to Cresar and 
the most influential Romans, he was compelled to transgress 
Jewish customs, and to infringe much of the law, building 
cities through ambition, and setting, up temples-not in 
Judrea, for,they would not there have been tolerated as they 
were erected in honour of images after the Greek fashion. 
But he did this beyond the boundaries, making as his 
excuse to ,the Jews that he, did it not of his own accord, but, 
according to command for Cresar and the Romans, really 
preferring their favour to that of his own people, and aU 
the while promoting his ambition to leave signal evidences 
of his own greatness.' 

Such is the character of this very remarkable personage, 
who represents the progress of the new Hellenism among a 
people above all others stern and uncompromising, in their 
Semitic nationalism. But this- brings us already under the 

1 MUlier, FRG iii. 350 • t Anll.Jut!. xv. 9. S. 
N 
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Shadow .of the Roman Empire, and close to the origin of 
that great religion which made Greek its expression and its 
.vehicle throughout the civilised world. Thus another epoch 
in our subject opens before us, and we must pause before 
entering upon this. fresh and no less arduous task. 



CHAPTER VIII 

ASCETIC RELIGION IN THE FIRST CENTURY 

IT will be a proper introduction to the great spiritual re
generation which took place in the next century, as well 
as an antidote to the worldly, immoral, and superficial' 
Hellenism of Herod, if we consider that development of 
mystic asceticism which invaded the whole Hellenist-Roman 
world in the first century before Christ, and showed itself 
prominently not only in numerous writings but in distinct 
societies, and in tlle ordinances of a higher spiritual life. I 
allude chiefly to the Pythagoreans and their rivals the 
Essenes. 

The habit of turning from the worn-put artificialised 
systems of latter days to the fresher, vaguer, more poetical 
guesses of older thinkers had long since been adopted by 
Hellenistic philosophers. -The Stoics ana Epicureans turned 
away from Plato and Aristotle, and went back to the 
enigmas of Heracleitus and the assumptions of Democritus 
for their physics. They seemed to have no more ability to 
frame a new system than modern architects have to design 
a new style. No field seems to remain for the originality 
of either profession, save to borrow from some model more 
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obsolete than the rest, or to combine the ideas of various 
older schools in some novel way. In the century we have 
been studying, the Stoic, Epicurean, and Academic systems 
had become as threadbare as were the older rational systems 
of Plato and Aristotle in the third century B.C. Positive 
scepticism had been administered plentifully as a cure for 
both dogmatism and doubt, and, as usual, had proved at 
first attractive, then- tedious, at last disgusting, like some 
new and piquant food, wherewith one might try to sup
plant that plain vulgar bread of ordinary life, which lasts 
through fashions and tastes, and remains the support of 
man in preference to anything seasoned or sweetened by 
artifice. 

Nothing, therefore, remained but to return to some other 
ancient system, either of religion or of philosophy, which had 
satisfied the men of other days and other lands, and see 
whether sustenance could there be found for the spiritual 
hunger of mankind. Oriental religions, as we know, came 
much into -fashion, and among the Greeks those orgiastic 
worships were sought out which savoured most of mystery 
and of inspiration. The worship of the Phrygian Cybele, 
with her cymbals and her shawms, her orgies and revivals, 
replaced the sober offe~ing and quiet prayer to Hera or 
Athene. 

Recent researches into the inscriptions at Delos and at 
Samothrace, the great homes of Hellenic religion in the 
A:gean, have put tois growth of oriental influences beyond 
all doubt. I will not set down as certairi the theory of M. 
Foucart, that every private religious association among the 
Greeks, all those &fYYEWV(S and 8lauo, of Dionysiasls, and 
other -asls which recur so frequently in the inscriptions, were 
under the protection of a Deity really imported from the 
East, even though frequently disguised under a Hellenic 
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name. 1 But from the days when Corinth was destroyed 
and Delos rose to be a great commercial, as well as religious 
centre, the number of dedications by Eastern princes, such 
as those of Pontus, Cappadocia, and even the Parthian 
Arsaces, as well as allusions to strange oriental gods in 
offerings and vows, increases so rapidly that we feel our
selves hardly in a Hellenic place of worship. The same 
change is said to be noticeable in the votive offerings and 
dedications recovered in Samothrace.1I 

It was the same spirit in the more cultivated minds of the 
day which led them back to the theological, mystical, supra
sensible doctrine of Pythagoras, with its vague conceptions 
of harmony as a law of the universe, its worship of order, 
its spirituality in conceiving the Godhead, its asceticism 
as the highest of earthly conditions. The original teaching 
of the sage of Samos was indeed almost completely lost; 
there survived but scanty and vague traditions, S which served 
as sparks to rekindle the flame of this higher light. And, 
perhaps, such faintness of tradition was even favourable to 
the preachers of the revived truth, for they were enabled not 
only to supply from Plato and the Stoics many concep
tions undeveloped or unrecognised by the real Pythagoras, 
-they were also able to produce them under the guise of 
ancient lore, recovered from oblivion in the fragments of 
Archytas, Ocellus, and other venerable names. 

There was a whole library of such literature, beginning 
with the first century B.C., from which fragments 'of sOll?e 
ninety authors are still extant. They preach the unity and 
pure spirituality of the Highest, who contains within Himself 

I a. Foucnrt, Assodail"ollS rlligimsu ,lies les Gnu, p. 109, a book 
or grent learning and judgment. 

I cr. S. Reinach in BCn vii. 348; and Foucnrt • • "bM. p. 467. 
a ~vpG 4"" .. Uti d.p.v6pa m1 a .... lhjpana, is the expression or lam· 

blichus usually quoted (cC'. Zeller, Pllil. "er Gnidw •• ill. 2, 112). 
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the seeds of the universe, of which the world and the stars 
are the lesser gods, with a life of their own derived from His 
substance. The laws of numbers are the principles upon 
which all. the order and beauty of existence are based. 
Whether the absolute spirituality of God could be reconciled 
with His diffusion through every element of the universe 
as its living principle did not trouble them. They taught 
both doctrines, perhaps, in tum, helping man to form some 
inadequate notion of His perfections. For this was their 
main object-to supply the wearied age not with a system 
more logical and consecutive than those that went before, 
but rather with nobler emotions, with deeper comfort, with 
.higher aspirations. They maintained the eternity of the 
world, and consequently of the human species, whose souls 
were but a lower grade of intelligence, above which the 
demons or genii, inhabiting the air, formed the link uniting 
them to the astral gods. To these demons was entrusted 
the detail of the. government of our world. 

But far more interesting to us than their physics is 
their practical philosophy. In direct contrast to the ela-

. borate reasoning, the minute controversy, the subtle dis
tinctions of the other schools, these Pythagoreans and their 
kindred sects believed first of all in purity and soberness 
of life, as the proper training for that deeper insight which 
is the appanage of goodness. It was by doing the will of 
God that they would learn to know His doctrine. And this 
knowledge was not a logically reasoned-out conclusion, but 
a moral insight, a higher intuition, which told them not 
only the right way, but even attained to a prophetic fore
sight of future events. Exceptional holiness produced 
exceptional wisdom, and the demons who governed the 
world were willing to reveal hidden things to such admir
able obedience. 



THE PYTHAGOREAN IDEAL 

From this came the ascetic aspect oflife,~attributed freely 
to the original Pythagoras in the later documents of this 
age,-the institution of an almost monastic brotherhood, 
which refused to take oaths, perhaps also to sacrifice 
animals or eat them, to drink wine, or in other ways to 
pander to the lusts of the flesh. It is further to be observed 
that the main preaching of this. doctrine is not in the-formal 
tracts which have been preserved (at least in copious ex:: 
tracts), but in the portraits of. the ideal-men, -Pythagoras, 
and afterwards Apollonius of Tyana. The officialdescrip'; 
tionsof the Pythagorean· theory contain very little that is' 
original, and are only an eclectic· combination of. well
known Platonic, Aristotelian, and. Stoic views. Even among 
these Aristotle is at least as prominent as Plato. l 

To set up for imitation the picture ofa perfect life seems 
to have been the real teaching of this school. Not only the 
clear separation from the ordinary world, but the high prin
ciples of serving God with the spirit,- and not with sacrifice; 
of self-examination, and of justice, positive as well as negative, . 
. to our neighbour; of silent contemplation of the perfec
tions of God and His world-these were the attributes of the 
Pythagorean ideal, which was not, _like the Stoic Wise Man, 
an abstraction, but realised in more than one definite his~ 
torical figure. 

In giving this general description of the doctrine which 
marks the first century B.C., I have as yet said nothing of 
the particular part of the world in which it arose, and 
it may be thought doubtful whether it really belongs to .the 
history of Hellenism. There seem at first sight very 
un-Greek, very oriental, features about it, and two of its 
centres, so far as we know them, were on the outskirts of 
the Greek world. Nevertheless, Pythagoras himself, what-

_1 Cf. the discussion in Zeller, iii, 2, 127 sq. 
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ever his education may have been, was a Hellene of the 
Hellenes, and taught Greeks irt Greek; and he was truly a 
more tangible model for the new school than any oriental 
sage known to us. Moreover, all the evidence we have 
concerning this school is> either in Greek or taken from 
Greek sources; so that there' can be no doubt of the 
Hellenistic complexion of this new face in the world's 

. thinking. 
Our evidence points to two actual homes of the nec

Pythagorean faith-Italy and Judrea, and we know from 
very good internal evidence that the former, if not the latter, 
must have learned it from Alexandria, which was still the 
real centre of the world's deeper thinking. For though 
Cicero, probably with justice, speaks of his friend P. Nigidius 
Figulus as the reviver of Pythagoreanism in Italy,1 we can 
say with certainty that no new school could have originated 
at Rome without· Greek lessons, and the numerous frag
ments quoted by Stobreus and others from Greek books 
of this age show plainly enough whence came the new 
inspiration. We hear also from Philo of a sect settled on· 
Lake Mareotis, called Therapeutre, who professed in general 
the principles of cenobitic life, and we know that they had 
before _them earlier Egyptian practices of the same kind. 
There is extant a petition to Ptolemy Philometor from· a 
man who had voluntarily confined himself for years in the 
Serapeum at Memphis~men and women seeking to purify 
themseh:es by avoiding the temptations of the world.2 

We do not hear of any such practical working out of this 

1 He used to say that all the successful acts of his consulship were 
done under the emulation and with the advice of this :Pythagorean 
philosopher (Plut. an seni, 27 sub. fin., and also Cicero's letter to him, 
ad Fam. iv. 3). Cf. the account in Zeller, Phil. dey Griech. iii. 2, 93 sq. 

I Cf. the account given in Delaunay's Moines ,t Sibylles, p. 17 sq. 
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new faith at Rome. l Probably it was confined to a few 
enthusiasts like Nigidius, who took up the prophetic and 
wonder-working side of it; or to sceptics like Varro, who only. 
learned it as a matter of speculative curiosity. But in the 
very different climate a~d spirit11'a1 atmosphere of J udrea 
there arose a movement, the Essene, so analgous to the 
Egyptian that it still remains a matter of controversy whether 
it may not be traced directly to the influence of Greek ide.as 
on Jewish religion. The information we have is almost ex
clusively from Josephus, who does not -give us any account 
of the dawn or growth of this school-that of the Essenes 
-but speaks of it as in full development at the end of the 
second century B.C. He has turned aside from his narrative 
twice to describe pretty fully this remarkable heresy among 
his people. I call it a heresy, for the Essenes objected on 
principle (like the Pythagoreans) to bloody sacrifices, and 
were accordingly excluded by the orthodox Jews from the 
temple at Jerusalem. But even this stigma does not seem 
to have deterred them from forming a schismatic society 
on the inner slopes of the mountains near Hebron, where 
they dwelt together to the number of 4000. 

The fullest account which we possess is in the History of 
the Jewish War,2 and I cannot but feel that Josephus wrote 
this account with the view of magnifying the philosophic 
genius of his nation. Though he compares the Essene 
belief in a happy elysium for the souls of good men to the 
Islands of the Blest in Greek mythology, though he says 
that these sectaries were most diligent in searching out the 
lore of ancient writings, .he implies clearly that these were not 
ancient Mosaic books, but others which were carefully kept 
from the outer public. These books, in fact, and the names 

1 The very limited school of the Sextii may be a qualified exception 
(cf. Zeller, Phil. der Griecnen, iii. I, 677 sq.) 9 ii. 8. 
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of the angels, were among their chief mysteries. His account 
of their practical life of piety, charity, and community of 
goods is so closely analogous to the life of the first Christian 
church at Jerusalem, that we can hardly conceive the two 
systems to be mutually independent. But the Essene rever
ence for the sun, before whose rising, which they saluted with 
some kind of adoration, they would undertake no kind of 
work, and their concealment of their sacred books, point in 
my mind clearly to a foreign source. So do the abhor
rence of oil, which they regarded as polluting, and the 
aversion to bloody sacrifices. The latter was, no doubt, to 
be found in the old Pythagoreanism of Greece, but what 
shall we say to the hatred of oil? 

These, and other points which would require too long a 
discussion, ·incline me to take the side of those who in this 
difficult controversy assume that direct influences from the 
East produced this remarkable Jewish asceticism. We 
know that the Buddhists in their early inscriptions claim to 
have preached their gospel to Antiochus, Antigonus, and 
Ptolemy.l It may, therefore, be assumed as certain that 
Buddhist missionaries had come as early as the third century 
into Syria. Whether they founded some sort of school in 
Galilee or the mountains of Judrea, which gave the tone to 
the after developments of religion in this home of creeds, 
will, perhaps, for ever remain a matter of surmise; but 
surely the probabilities are in its favour. Josephus, of 
cours4\ desires either to magnify the originality of his 
people, or to show that they had anticipated the philo
sophical discoveries of the Greeks. We may, therefore, 
suspect that the neo-Pythagorean features of Essenism are 
not given in faint colours, but rather brought out more 
prominently than the facts warranted Yet even so, there 

I CL above, p. 21. 
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is much in his account not easy to reconcile with the 
Alexandrian origin, which Zeller inclines to adopt, nor do 
I think that national Jewish features can account for the 
non· Pythagorean side of the system. 

It is not within the province of this book to enter into 
the oriental side of these sects. What has been said is 
sufficient at least to vindicate for Hellenism at this moment 
a deep and striking practical development. In the face of 
those who repeat the statement that the Greek mind was 
always spiritually superficial and thoughtless, we must insist 
upon this: that in these latter days it eagerly took up the 
solemn ideas developed by the world's experience; and that 
if the Stoics had indeed received some stimulus from the 
East, it was no new or peculiar effect, seeing that pythagoras 
either exhibits an original Greek development of what is 
considered the Semitic tone, or else illustrates the suitability 
of Eastern to Greek thought even in very ancient times. 
Need I add the long roll of serious and noble Greeks-Hel
lenes of the Hellenes-who were pure without the pro
fession of purity, and lofty without the clouds of mystery, 
Anaxagoras, Xenocrates, Cleanthes, prj",j ;nltr pares I 

The present age, however, made Roman-Greek men 
acquainted with sundry ideas which long afterwards came 
to dominate the world. First of all, there is the teaching of 
morality by holding up the life and acts of an ideal person 
as more effective than repeating precepts and expounding 
dogmas. Secondly, the notion of separation from the world, 
from the society of average human beings, for the purpose of 
living a stricter and holier life, and hence the' notion of a 
spiritual aristocracy, of which the old Pythago~an brother
hood in Magna Grrecia seems to have been the earliest model. 
Thirdly, we find the belief coming in that logic, discursive 
thinking, debate and controversy, which had long been 
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thought the only path to higher knowledge, were after all 
but clumsy methods, which killed the inner life of religion 
by dissecting its organism. Moral purity, ascetic contempla
tion, direct spiritual intuition, gave the clearest and highest 
knowledge of the mysteries of God and of the human soul. 

It will, perhaps, be urged that these profound novelties 
must indeed be foreign to Hellenism, as they took no root at 
Athens or at Rhodes, the real foci of its culture. Such an 
inference, however, does not seem to me warranted Old 
universities with fixed· chairs professing traditional know
ledge are the very last to adopt new ideas. Every estab
lished church regards novelties of doctrine as dissent and 
schism from the trutQ. It seems proved by the researches 
of Matter l that even at Alexandria, the hot-bed of new and 
semi-Hellenistic creeds, the Museum or University was not 
the field for these speculations; they were probably dis
countenanced and even opposed by the Fellows and 
Professors of that ancient and respectable seat of learning. 
Aristotelian science, aggrandised by many noble develop
ments in astronomy and physics, was still the knowledge 
expounded by the accredited men of learning, and the last 
persons likely to join the Therapeutre would have been the 
Dons of the Museum. The revelation, as usual, was to 
babes, not to the wise and prudent. And the revelation 
was sporadic, accepted indeed with enthusiasm by scattered 
sections of serious people through the world, but scorned 
and neglected by the majority, and -by those who clung to 
the teaching of the schools. Such was the condition of the 
thinking world at the opening of that great period of rest and 
peace, called the Augustan age, but in the provinces rather 
the Imperial age, which established good order in the world 
for 200 years. 

I Ecole t/'Alexalltlrie, vol. iii. p: 272. 



CHAPTER IX 

WESTERN HELLENISM UNDER THE EARLY ROMAN 

EMPERORS-COLONISATION 

WE now arrive at a period where materials of a certain 
kind come freely to hand, but unfortunately not the sort 
of materials we require. The Augustan age has a great 
reputation in the world as an age of peace and of culture, 
but rather of Roman culture than of Greek, and not only 
of peace, but of political and literary stagnation in the pro
vinces. There were, of course, literary men left, and we have 
from them some of the longest and most important of our 
Greek books, but these men are isolated, generally wanderers 
over the world, ~aking at Rome their principal sojourn, at 
Alexandria their second-in fact citizens of the world, while 
they still take care to name and to love their birthplace. 
Such are Diodorus the Sicilian, and Strabo the Cappadocian, 
whose encyclopredic works exhibit strongly both the merits 
and the defects of the prose writing of that age. 

Diodorus tells us very little about himself, and his work 
is so strictly a compilation from older books that there is 
seldom any personal experience to be found in his 
remains, such as the anecdote already quoted.1 Strabo is 

1 Above, p. 164-
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more communicative, and tells us of his family, of their 
intimate relations to the kings of Pontus, of which he is 
proud, of his own studies and travels, and also of his 
opinions on various literary questions. From his book we 
may, therefore, draw a picture of what a learned Greek in 
those days could attain, and what was the world in which 
he moved. His life extended to at least twenty years after 
our era, and from several internal data in his geography, 
we may take him to have lived at least thirty years on either 
side of the birth of Christ. Diodorus was about a generation 
older, but so far as we can infer, lived in a world very 
similar in social aspects, though disturbed by the last great 
civil wars of the Republic. To Strabo the great feature of 
his world is the tranquillity and order imposed by Augustus, 
and the safety of the ways by sea and land. But with this 
blessed change the spirit of speculation and adventure had 
been checked, and with it any exuberance of imagination 
that may have lingered here and there among the irrecon
cilables in the Hellenistic world. 

But we must not dally with generalities; let us proceed 
to details. 

Before I enter upon this task, I must warn the reader 
that a great part of Strabo's accounts I are confessedly 
borrowed from much older authors, even so far back as 
Polybius, and not perhaps in any case more recent than 
three generations before his own time. Such are Apollo
dorus of Artemita, on Mesopotamia; Artemidorus, above 
all Eratosthenes, and Agatharchides on the Red Sea; on 
India no writer newer than Megasthenes. In other words, 
the outlying parts of the world as described by Strabo 
are in the Hellenistic, not in the Roman period. I will go 

I I quote uniformly &om the marginal pages preserftd in every eood 
edition of Strabo. 
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even further and say that almost the whole of his account 
of Greece proper is taken not from autopsy, but from older 
authors, and I have come to the conclusion that he never 
made any travels through Greece, not even to Athens, the 
capital of Hellenistic sentiment. 

This novel conclusion is based upon the following argu~ 
ments. He gives in general terms 1 the extent of his travels, 
from the Euxine (Pontus) to the borders of .iEthiopia (Syene), 
and from Armenia to the west coast of Etruria, opposite 
Corsica. He says this was a wider range than had been 
traversed by almost any previous writer on geography, which 
I quite believe, as we know the Greeks to have been very 
much addicted to copying from older books, and even to 
passing off' this second-hand knowledge as personal experi
ence. But Strabo in this statement takes care not to specify 
any details, or name the order or amount of his travels 
within these extreme limits. Whether this vagueness has 
any dishonest intent I leave the reader to determine. For 
in contrast to it he does not fail to record carefuily his 
personal observations whenever he had really visited any 
country. Thus his descriptions of Asia Minor-Comana, 
Tralles, Nysa etc.-are interspersed with frequent statements 
of what he personally saw, and for this reason his Asia Minor 
is the most valuable section of all his geography. So also 
his Egypt, as he resided at Alexandria, and as he ascended 
to Syene in the retinue of his friend .iElius Gallus, is full of 
personal reminiscences. But on the other parts of the world 
we find him usually repeating older writers with his tfxw4 
and when we question his text closely we can only be sure 
that he sailed along the coast of Africa, on his way to Rome; 
that he knew Rome and some parts of Italy well i and that 
on the route to Asia he stopped at Corinth and at Gyaros. 

1 P. 117. 
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I can find no trace of hi~ personal experience anywhere in 
Greece except at the places just named. and· think this 
silence. in contrast' to his constant habit of telling his re
miniscences about Asia Minor and Egypt, to be conclusive 
that he only knew Greece from books. His account of 
Athens1 in particular is that of a man encumbered with 
written descriptions lying before him, and with no personal 
observations or recollections to ~elp him in his selection. 
The fact was that in these days Greece proper. with the 
exception of Nicopolis. Patrre, Corinth, and Athens. was 
really the least important part of the Hellenistic world, and 
in miserable decay. But even his many statements of 
its depopulation seem to me borrowed from older books. 
which date from the close of the second century B.C. 

The result is this : where Strabo states his own observa
tions, we have pictures of the Hellenistic world about the 
time of Christ; where he does not. we may take for granted 
that the evidence is of older days, and therefore rather be
longing to the times described in earlier chapters, or in my 
previous volume on Greek Life and Thought. 2 

Returning from this digression, we shall take the Roman 
world in Strabo's order, thus beginning with Spain. of which 
his account is perhaps the freshest part of the book. For 
though he had never seen it, he corrects his authorities by 
constant references to its improved condition in his own day, 
which he evidently learned at Rome from Romans familiar 
with the country. Spairi can, indeed. hardly be included 
within the limits of- Hellenism in the sense now accepted 

I P.396. 
2 I must here call attention to the procedure of Theodor Mommsen, 

who generally uses the statements in the geographer not only for the 
Augustan, but even for the later condition of the Roman world? I 
cannot but think this a doubtful basis for many inferences in the famous 
fifth volume of his Roman History. 
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among scholars, for whatever still survived of Greek settle
ments and Greek culture either dated from a time long 
anterior to Alexander's, or was the creation of Massilia, which 
must be called a Hellenic rather than a Hellenistic town. 

)Jut as I noticed already the old Greek culture of the 
Sea of Asov, and shall return to it again, so I may say a 
word about Spain in relation to the settlements of Massilia 
down the Spanish coast from Ampurias (Emporia:) to Car
thagena, which, though not reaching outside the Straits 
to the strange mart of Gades, must nevertheless have had 
much influence even on the exclusive Phrenicians. Strabo 
speaks of the settlement of Emporia: as typical of these 
distant colonies. 'The Greeks of Emporia: first settled 
upon an outlying island, still (that is, when Artemidorus or 
Posidonius wrore) called the old city, but now they dwell 
on the mainland in a city cut in twain by a wall, having 
formerly some indigenous people, who, though under a 
separate polity, were nevertheless desirous to dwell within 
the same surrounding wall as the Greeks, for safety's sake; 
but it was divided across the middle by the other wall already 
mentioned. In time they coalesced into the one city with 
mixed customs, Greek and barbarian, a thing which has 
happened in the case of other such cities.oI We are told 
elsewhere in the book that the remains of an old Phrenician 
settlement looked quite dilferent, but the details are not 
specified. 

Of the old Phrenician towns which still flourished, by far 
the most remarkable was Gades, which exhibits what we 
should call a thoroughly Phrenician character, had we not 
modem analogies in non-Semitic settlements. Strabo relates 
with wonder how a little barren island, with no territory (till 
the Roman conqueror Balbus ceded to it a strip of coast), 

1 P. 100. 

o 
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not only covered the trading lines of the Mediterranean with 
ships, but maintained in them a population inferior to no city 
but Rome.1 A few of them dwelt at home, many more as 
commercial agents in Rome, where in a census during 
Strabo's sojourn 500 of them were assessed at equestrian in
comes, a catalogue of wealth to be matched in Patavium only. 
The population lived upon the sea, and made great fortunes 
in trade. Can anyone fail to see the curious analogy between 
all this and the condition of Hydra before the peace of 18 I 5, 
when a similar barren island owned a great and rich popula
tion, and only maintained it by keeping it on sea 12 The 
Gaditani had profited chiefly by the tin trade with the Cas
siterides, or tin islands, which they had kept so completely to 
themselves that even Strabo's authorities thought them to be 
situate in the high seas far north of Spain.8 But even without 
the Cassiterides Gades had a splendid trade in the salt-fish 
of the Atlantic, which is so superior to that of the Mediter
ranean, and still more in commanding the mouth of the 
Bretis, which ran its upper course through a country rocky 
and barren,' but full of gold, silver, copper, and tin ore. 
Such mineral wealth was not known in any other part of 
the ancient world; and no sooner did the river leave this 
poor soi~ with its auriferous and argentiferous rocks, than it 
entered a vale of such agricultural wealth as was equally 
without parallel. So careful was the breeding of sheep 
there, that a talent (£240) was paid· for a first-rate ram. 

The only plague in that blessed country-for there were 
hardly any noxious beasts or reptiles-was the predominance 
of rabbits, which did great harm to agriculture (Strabo thinks 

I P. 168. • cr. my Rambles and Sltidiu, p. 367. 
• They were pTOoobly the tmall islands in Vigo Bay, not the Scilly 

Isles (cr. Elton, On"gim tJj Eng. I/isl. p. 24). 
• Strabo, p. 142. 
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by cutting the roots of trees and crops underground), and 
were at that time infesting all the south-west of Europe as 
far as Massilia, including the islands, such as Corsica and the 
Balearic Isles, whose inhabitants, probably those lately im
ported by the Romans. besought the Senate to grant them 
another territory free from this plague. 1 The Spaniards had 
de\;sed various remedies for this serious evil, among others 
the domestication of the 'African weasel,' , which they muule 
and send into the holes, when it either pulls out the rabbit 
with its nails (?) or makes it bolt for the men and dogs 
standing ready.'· 

The natural produce of Spain in minerals, cattle, wool, 
sa1t-fish, etc., was so enormous that Rome 1I'3S supplied by 
this and the province of Africa in about equal shares, to 
judge from the relative importance of the merchant shipping 
of Ostia the Sp:mish, and Puteoli the African, marts. And 
this fact., though not within Hellenistic limits, must have had 
a considerable effect in depressing the condition of the Hel
lenic peninsula. What use was there in mining deep and 
bboriouslyat Laurium for a small and uncertain profit, when 
one Sp:mish mine (Carthagena) out of many could employ 
40,000 hands, and could yield £1000 of our money daily ? 

It required 200 years of fighting and negotiating and 
colonising for the Romans to civi1ise Spain. and: that not 
completely, for in Strabo's day (if we may trust his informa
tion as here fresh Roman and not obsolete Greek) there 
were still sayage Cantabri, who dwelt not in cities (..oM~), 

I P.I44-
• The fact that this widely eztmded plague has completely dis

appeared from SpaiD, France. and the islands, ~ that in Australia 
100 the da, will come .. ben oatum1 causes will accomplish ",bat seems 
100 YaSt r~ buman ingenuity. I am DOl awue that we bear of these 
rabbits in Iat~ cIassic:aI authorities, so I suppose they mast haTe been 
disappearing ftftI in 5mbo's lime.. 
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like civilised men, but in villages (KWP-'1/)OV), or even in 
forests, and only submitted slowly and unwillingly to the 
Roman peace. These were the people who, when staying as 
allies in a Roman camp, saw the Roman officers walking up 
and down the main avenues for exercise, and laid hold of 
them to bring them to their tents, thinking they must be 
mad, 1 for no savage understands exercise as such without 
some motive, such as- hunting or fighting. The language 
of Horace 2 proves, I-think, that what Strabo says is here 
true of his own time. Here then the greatest contrast 
between barbarism and civilisation was to be found. 

The region, again, on both sides or the Bretis up to 
Corduba, the highest navigable point of the river, above 
which the rugged mining country began, was full of rich 
hom~teads, orchards, and pastures dotted with sheep and 
cattle. Corduba was full of Roman citizens, as well as of 
naturalised natives, so that Strabo concludes his account of 
this province 8 by saying: 'With the wealth of the country 
the Turdetani have naturally become tame and civilised;4 this 
habit prevails also among the (Spanish) Celts, either because 
of their proximity, or, as Polybius says, their kinship with the 
others; but in a less degree, for they mostly live in villages 
(KWP-'1/)OV). But the Turdetani, especially on the Bretis, 
are completely Romanised, and have even forgotten their 
old language. Most. of them have become (politically) 
Latins, and have received Roman colonists, so that they are 
nearly all to be counted as Romans. The cities now 
established, Paxanguita (Badajos) among the Celts, Augusta 
Emerita (Merida) among the Turduli, Cresar Augusta (Sara
gossa), and some other colonies, lIlark this change in the 
above-named people. And as many of the Spaniards as 

I Strabo, iii. 4, 16. 
• P. lSI. 

t Odes, ii. 6, I. 

• IjJUpw KcU 1ro,"-lTIK611. 
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have adopted this course are called logan, and among these 
are the Celtiberians; once thought the most savage.' 

I have entered on these details about Spain, not for their 
intrinsic interest, great as it is, but in order to bring before 
the reader a large example of the Roman treatment of a 
conquered race, ,in otder that I may compare it with the 
Hellenistic solution of the same problem. Nor can we avoid 
saying a word in this connection concerning the older 
Hellenic colonisation which preceded both. Though the 
subject has often been handled, and with great ability, I 
think I can put the facts from a fresh point of view, for most 
historians have only thought of contrasting the Hellenic, 
and not the Hellenistic, practice with that of the Romans. 
And yet the two former were widely different. Alexander 
inaugurated a policy new and unprecedented in Europe. 

There can be no doubt that the Phrenicians were the 
teachers of the old Greeks, and that apart from the very 
early national migration to Asia Minor, which may perhaps 
be paralleled by the foundation of Carthage, most Greek 
colonies were trading marts; just like the Phrenician, worked 
upon the same principles, and producing about the same 
effect on the surroundi~g bal'barians. It is commonly said 
that the old Greeks ·were more insinuating and had more 
talent for assimilating foreigners than the Semite traders, 
and this is one of those general statements for which a good 
deal of evidence may be adduced. But unfortunately the 
Phrenician side is not represented in the remains of our 
~lassicalliterature, and if we take the case best known to us, 
that of Sicily, which was occupied by both races, we shall 
hesitate to say that the inhabiting Greeks with all their as
similating genius laid a greater hold upon the island than 
the mere trading Carthaginians. So also when Hamilcar 
saw that to contend with success against the Romans he 
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must procure a more numerous and a better infantry than 
that of Libyans and Hellenistic mercenaries, the facility with 
which his Carthaginians made an empire in Spain shows an 
ability for ~onciliating barbarians· as remarkable as any 
similar case in the history of the Greeks. 

There were, indeed, many deep cOntrasts between these 
colonising races, but they are not so obvious as the re
semblances. Both nations brought their gods with them, 
and paid little honour to the local deities; neither seems to 
have been proficient in learning the native language of its 
n!!w abodes. Both almost invariably settled on a seaboard, 
and trusted to the 'wet ways' to keep up their communications 
with one another and with the mother country. If the 
Greeks succeeded ultimately in ousting their rivals from 
most of the Mediterranean trade, it was not, I think, on 
account of their superior genius but on account of their 
6uperior num~ers; they drew from a home population
counting all the cities and coasts and islands round the 
Levant~many hundred times greater than the population 
~~re~~ . 

As regards seamanship it is probable that the Phrenicians 
were always superior; Xenophon certainly alludes to a big 
Phrenician ship in the harbour of Corinth as a special sight 
to see, on account of its decided superiority in order, neat
ness, and marine resources.1 But in this feature both kinds 
of colonies were alike, that though possessing, by means 
of ships, an easy communication with their mother-lands, 
they were expected to take care of themselves, and except 
in the rarest cases received from the old home no material 
support in their difficulties. In fact their relations with 
that home were oftener strained by commercial jealousies 
than strengthened by mutual sympathy in misfortunes. 

1 Cf. my Sodal Lift in Greece, P.419. 
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As regards their nearer relations with the surrounding 
natives it is, I think, generally assumed that the Phamicians 
did not fuse by marriage with their neighbours, and that the 
Greeks did. The traces of old Phcenician settlements at 
Athens, Thebes, and Corinth, which, as the local religions of 
these cities show, did not always terminate with the expulsion 
of the Semites as enemies, appear to contradict this assump
tion, at least as regards very old times. It is not unlikely 
that the known exclusiveness of the Jews in the 'I'asjora 1 

has inclined historians to ascribe a similar spirit to the 
Phcenicians, though these latter had no capital like Jerusalem, 
with its unique worship of Jehovah, for their ideal rallying
point. If Strabo had told us what the difference was in the 
aspect of Phcenician and Greek coast settlements,2 we might 
know more of their respective treatment of the natives. The 
case of Emporire, which he there describes, shows how slow 
and tentative was the native amalgamation with the Greeks ; 
and the general inability of the ltaliot cities, rich and old as 
they were, to effect any peaceable settlement with the Apu
lians and Samnites, speaks little for Greek colonising ability. 

With Alexander the Great begins a very different system, 
carried out on Asiatic principles, which is very unfortunately 
called by the same name. Macedonia was in its essential 
features an inland and not a naval power, and the conqueror 
sought to annex provinces, not to found mere trading marts. 
He desired to embrace in Ol\e empire widely-scattered and 
various domains, and he sought to establish his power by 
founding many local centres of Grreco-Macedonian influence 
along the old high roads, and on the exposed frontiers of 
his conquests. We must remember that he had his great 
thoroughfares prepared for him by the Persian monarchs. 

I cr. Greek Lifo and Though', p. 469. 
I cr. above, p. 193. and Strabo, iii. 4. 2. 
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High roads and posts were an old institution through Asia, 
so far as he penetrated. So were military colonies in remote 
provinces to hold the natives in check.1 His primary object 
was to secure these roads both for commerce and for ad
ministration, to protect exposed frontiers, and to impose 
upon his new subjects visible signs of the power and unity 
of the Macedonian . .Empire. He also desired to endow his 
veterans with lands, and create garrisons with a vital interest 
in defending their fortresses. 

His foundation of Alexandria is, to my mind, quite a 
different thing. It was from the first intended as a capital 
or centre for his empire, and though it is possible that 
.Babylon would have supplanted it, when he found himself 
master of all the far East, yet from first to last Alexandria 
was far more than a colony in any sense of the word. But 
the many towns of the same name founded in Upper Asia, 
of which Candahar 2 and Secunderabad still remain, were 
distinctly military colonies of the Asiatic type, in which his 
veterans and other Macedonian or Greek immigrants 
received grants of land or full civic rights, while the sur
rounding population remained in an inferior condition. 
But if these settlements were threatel)ed from without they 
had, theoretically at least, the whole power of the Empire· 
at their back, and were not thrown loose from, far less per
mitted to act in opposition to, the mother country, in any such 
sense as the old Greek or Phcenician colonies so often were. 

H the Romans wanted a model for their' occupying' 
colonies, it was surely there that they found it. They did 

1 Cf. Strabo (xiii. 4, 13), who thus explains the geographical names 
Hyrcanian Plain and Cyrus' Plain, close to Mount Tmolus in Asia Minor. 

• From Iskandar, the Eastern form of Alexander, whicli Semitic 
people understood as if al was an article, hence the apparently divergent 
from. Mr. Sayce tells me the old Assyrian colonies were the model 
copied by all the later conquerors of Asia. 
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not, indeed, find roads ready as Alexander did; they had to 
make them for themselves;. but their insistence upon this very 
task looks very like a servile copying o(his policy. Thus 
they fought for eighty years to secure a high road along 
the Riviera to the mouth of the Rhone, whereas they had 
all the time ample naval power to keep up their communi
cations by.sea. They settled their outposts in some fruitful 
valley, like that of Corduba or Lugdunum, and so made 
centres for Roman settlers to promote both agriculture and 
commerce. The gradations by which the Romalls proposed 
to bring the natives gradually into the Imperfal system were 
more definite than those usual in the Hellenistic kingdoms; 
but the fact that we still dispute whether the Jews of 
Antioch and Alexandria had equal civic rights with the 
Greeks shows that such admissions were perfectly recog
nised at that time. There can be no ·doubt that by. inter
marriages and by performing public benefits the native men 
of importance obtained promotion to full Hellenistic rights. 

But the complication which affected all the colonies of 
Alexander in Asia, so far as it was civilised, was the occur
rence of free Greek cities in Asia Minor; whose privileges 
he respected, and whos,e communarindependence,he secured 
to them as soon as he had broken their very light Persian 
yoke. This condition of being a free city, managing its 
own affairs, and not tolerating a Macedonian governor, was 
the favoured stage to which all the new Grreco-Macedonian 
colonies constantly aspired. As soon as the central power 
grew weak this right was demanded with no uncertain sound; 
and this was the so-called 'liberty of the Greeks' which· 
makes such a figure in the politics of the great wars after 
Alexander. l The power of Macedon was too well con
solidated to tolerate such cities within its proper limits; the, 

1 Cf. my Greek Life and Thought, p. 79. 
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Ptolemies, who had Egypt thoroughly organised as a royal 
property, only founded Ptolemais in the Thebaid and 
Arsinoe in the Fayoum, which had special privileges, but in 
no sense autonomy.l It was in Syria and Palestine that 
the numerous Hellenistic foundations, originally controlled 
by Seleucid governors, asserted imd received this modified 
independence, which. they marked by distinct coinage and 
by commencing the era of their history from the date of 
their charters. Similar special privileges were continued to 
towns in inner Asia by the Arsacids, who, for example, gave 
Seleucia on the Tigris various immunities in return for its 
allegiance. These so-called free Greek cities were a great 
source of weakness to the Seleucid Empire, as may be 
amply verified by reading the Histories of Polybius or of 
Josephus. 

It is remarkable that in this detail also Roman provincial 
administration copied its Hellenistic forerunners. There 
were free cities in nominal alliance with Rome wherever 
there were important outlying Hellenic foundations, such as 
Massilia, several towns in Sicily, many in Asia Minor, etc. But 
I need hardly add that these cities never had the same power 
for mischief that we find them exercising in the Seleucid 
Empire. Massilia indeed had for a moment distinct import
ance in the opposition to Cresar,-Alexandria was then still 
outside the Roman. dominions,-but otherwise they were 
quite insignificant as opponents of the Empire. Nor were 

1 Perhaps there were more, but their number was certainly small. 
We know from inscriptions the title Hellenomel1lpkites; on Thebes (cf. 
above, p. 168). We have from Pa·khem in the Thebaid (the Greek Pano
polis), a piece of leather with this inscription: kp3r .z<T.".V<TTur3r 
olKovJIEI'ur3r 6"V,.""K3r 4')'W' nlp".",r o~fXU'lov TW. /«'Yd.""" "ClVel"", show· 
ing a Greek festival there in Roman days, and this too not a merely local 
festivaL Maspero thinks (Rev. ties Itu.des greeques, ii .• 64) that this Perseus 
was probably the Egyptian deity worshipped in the place as Pahrison. 
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they the really important civilisers under Rome. The 
IIrlKS It>g-altz, if I may so call them-Cartha.,"et Narbo, Czsar
Augusb, and the rest-were now the real leaven ",hich 
brought new and as yet uncivilised races under the fascina
tion of letters and of art. But apart from this difference, 
not of principle but of circumstances, all the main features 
of Roman colonisation had been long recognised in the 
Hellenistic world. 

There1l"35 even one curious application ofit frequent under 
the Seleucids and Ptolemies, of which the Romans had no 
need-I mean the founding of a city as an acknowledged 
royal foundation in territory beyond the sovran's control 
and the bounds of his dominion. That the Ptolemies should 
do this in the Troglodyte country only means that they 
established trading marts among the outlying savages; but 
1\-hat shall we say to such towns as Lysimachia and Arsinoe, 
founded by kings Lysimachus and Ptolemy II respectively 
in A:tolia, the refounding of Patara in Lycia as Arsinoe by 
the latter, and of Attalia in Pamphylia by Attalus Phila
delphus? That these settlements were intended to extend 
the inftuence of their founders is certain, but in what 
manner? I will here advance a conjecture as to the 
..-Etolian and Lycian foundations at all events. Both these 
territories were at the time under the political condition of 
free lea.,"lles, in which each city had a vote. Probably it 11"35 

not considered constitutional among the free cities, or digni
fied for a Ptolemy or a Lysimachus, that a great king should 
be a formal member of such a league as the ..-Etolian, and 
yet in matters of restitution, especially of piratical spoils, 
such membership 11"35 very valuable. 1 Hence by the means 
of a special foundation these kings may have acquired a vote 
and voice in the lea.,"llt; and secured themselves against its 

I C£ my end Lift ...t ~. po. J66.. 
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hostility. The other instance is equally in the country of a 
league-the Lycian-wnich may have extended into Pam
phylia. By this device then Hellenistic kings could acquire 
diplomatic rights as well as personal popUlarity beyond the 
bounds of their dominions. Whether there were such 
cases elsewhere I do not know. 

The more we recede from the West the more we come 
within the reach of mixed influences, old Hellenic and 
recent Roman, upon the inferior races. I say inferior, in 
the sense of development, for the inhabitants of Northern 
Europe have since shown that they waxed slower indeed, 
but not to a less perfection. The great bodies of the 
British youths whom Strabo saw in Rome were ungainly in 
his eyes; so was their mental condition; but in the words 
of Tacitus, sera a/que ideo inexhausta juventas. The 
accqunt given of Massilia, no longer indeed a colony, 
but really a metropolis with her own settlements along the 
Ligurian and Spanish coasts, is among the most interesting 
passages in Strabo.1 When her naval power and real 
independence were gone she became by her ancient and 
pure Hellenic culture a favoured seat of higher Roman 
education.2 

1 Pp. 179-181• 
2 Since, he says, the surrounding barbarians have been tarned, and 

have turned to city life and husbandry owing to the Roman sway, 
the Massiliots no longer require to attend to their military and naval 
power. This their present condition proves: ".dvrer 'Yo.p 01 X4plEvrer 
".p~s ro "l\1'YE" rpl".ovra.t. K41 t/>,"I\O(Tot/>iiv, c,tT(J' .q d"l\" p.<KP~V plv ".pfrrEPOV 
rois {J4p{Jdpo,s civEiro ".",,6Evr1JP'oV, K41 t/>,"I\l"l\"I\."V4S K4r€tTKEU4!"E . rolls 
r4Mr4S, GJrrrE Kul ro. tTVp.{J6"1\4U1. 'E"I\"I\",v'tTrL 'Ypdt/>ew' fV a~ r~ ".4p6vT' K41 
roils "(PWp,,..,,.dTOVS 'Pwp.o.lw" ".1".E<K ... , dvrl riis .11 'A(J1JV41 6."..a."pi41 
UV4' {KEitTE, t/>&>"op.o.(Jiis ~/lr4S. In imitation of this the Gauls have taken 
to these studies not only individually, but as public aITairs, for they hire 
• sophists' not only privately but even as public officers, in the same 
way that cities hire doctors. 

It is a great pity these interesting texts are so seldom read by scholars. 
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I think it very remarkable that this Hellenic influence 
was comparatively powerless till protected by Roman energy 
and arms. It was the foundation of Aqure Sextire as a 
military post among the tribes threatening that coast which 
first freed Massilia from constant apprehensions of Gallic 
tumults. So also it was the eighty years' determined conflict 
which the Romans waged with the Ligurians, to assert and 
maintain the security of the Riviera coast, which relieved 
Massilia from the-cost of protecting all her traders against 
the pirates of that dangerous route. 

But let it be "remembered, that this was one of the 
most perfect specimens of Hellenic, as distinguished from 
Hellenistic colonisation. If the truth be told, the effects it 
produced in "six centuries, despite its" excellent internal 
government, its thrift, its energy, were singularly small. 
The Massiliots could tell Scipio lEmilianus nothing about 
Britain, nor could they tell Strabo.1 Even their traders 
therefore stuck to the Mediterranean, and seldom ventured 
round Spain or across the plains of Gaul to the Atlantic. 
What was true of Massilia must have been true in even a 
higher degree of the inferior trading settlements of the 
Hellenes. It was not till the Romans became the pupils of 
the Massiliots that Hellenic fashions really' took' among 
the inhabitants of Gaul, but it was not merely that they 
copied the fashion of their new m~sters; their old occupa
tions were gone, and were thus replaced 

I will cite a modern though remote parallel. No doubt 
the culture of the Persians has been of late so superior to 
that of the Turkomans of the Steppes that these barbarians 
adopted from them many improvements; but it is only since 
the strong domination of the Russians has compelled them 
to lay aside their ancestral habit of raiding and man-stealing 

1 P. 190 • 
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that they are adopting the agricultural habits of their weaker 
southern neighbours. Whatever other ambitions Russia 
may foster within her secret counsels, this has been her great 
and very important mission in Upper Asia. 

But I must leave these western lands, which are not 
within the scope of this inquiry. Still the separating lines 
which distinguish Hellendom from Hellenism are now, again 
becoming effaced, so that the consideration of any Greek 
communities under the Empire can hardly be foreign to our 
studies. 



CHAPTER X 

THE IUWAINING HELLENISM OF ITALY (CHIEFLY 

MAGNA GRA:ClA) 

LET US now pass to Italy and Sicily, on which our 
geographer deserves a close examination. And here if any
where we should ~ve expected personal notes of value, 
seeing that he certainly lived long at Rome, and must have 
been in the middle of good society in that great capital 
Yet apart from the general description of the splendours of 
the city, and its contrast to Greek towns both in the 
inferiority of the site, and its superiority in the building of 
roadways, drains, and in its splendid water supply, he really 
tells us nothing beyond these two facts-that he saw a 
Sicilian bandit tom to pieces by beasts at a gladiatorial show, 
the criminal being dropped into a cage full of them, and that 
he heard the grammarian Tyrannio. Strabo belonged to 
that important class of literary men who now made Rome 
their permanent home or their frequent residence, and to 
whom is mainly due the earnest attempt to revive old 
style and strict taste in Greek letteR. I am afraid we 
cannot include in this worthy class the many epigrammatists 
whom we shall consider presently. But as regards prose we 
have not only such solid works as those of Strabo and Nico-
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laus jli actual history and geography-we have a consider
able literature in grammar and rhetoric, and more especially 
essays on resthetic taste, such as those of the so-called 
Longinus, and also of Dionysius of Halicarnassus, who cer
tainly did more than any man ever did to disseminate sound 
views upon the real excellences of the old Greek masters. 

To him the advent of Cresar is an age of gold, not only 
for !he pt:>litical world but for the literature of Greece. 
During his twenty-two years' residence he had lived to see 
the change corning, and heralds it in a remarkable passage,l 
where he says Rome is the active cause, in that her great
ness forces every city to look to her; and her rulers, being 
educated and just men, have promoted the sound elements 
in her population and compelled folly and ignorance to hold 
their peace. Hence have already arisen many refined works 
on history and philosophy, and no doubt many more are yet 
to corne. 

Apart from Rome there were three different loci of old 
Greek influence still recognised in Italy-the tract round 
Ravenna, the southern Campanian coast, and the remains of 
the old Magna Grrecia from Tarentum to Croton. Ravenna, 
which Strabo describes (from his authorities) much as we 
should 'describe Venice now-a city with more canals than 
streets, was once inferior to the neighbouring Spina, which 
enjoyed, as did the Etrurian Crere, the dignity of possessing a 
special treasure-house at Delphi. But all the country round 
had now gone into pasture land, and Cisalpine Gaul, as it was 
called, that is to say, Italy north of the Apennines and reach
ing down on the east coast to Ravenna, was now supplying 
Rome with beef and pork. The Greek settlements made 
from Sicily in the days of the tyrant Dionysius were least 
of all affected by the Hellenistic wave. Their trade was 

1 De IJYalt. anti¥¥. 2. 
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probably ruined by the Illyrian pirates of the opposite coast 
long before the Romans subdued that country, so that their 
greatness and influence was but a waning tradition saved 
from oblivion by Strabo. 

As his information about Spina was from books, so he 
draws his account of Magna Grrecia, of Sicily. and of 
the Liparrean islands from Antiochus, from Polybius, in 

, fact from very old literary sources, nor can I find that he 
anywhere does more than verify their statements by the 

.accounts of occasional eye-witnesses. We may likewise feel 
sure that when he describes the decay and desolation of 
Lucania and Calabria, which had gone' back into wild 
pasture land, studded with occasional villages, he represents 
what was told him by some of his Roman friends who had 
traversed the country. The Roman rule over these once 
rich and thriving coasts seems to have been little better than 
king Bombis management.! ·Still we should have been 
thankful for some personal notes, instead of being put 
off with long antiquarian disquisitions about the mythical 
founders of the Hellenic colonies in the West. Tarentum 
was still alive, and Brundusium, on account of its import
ance as a starting-point for the East, which has recently 
again revived; and Tarentum-as we may infer from its 
later history, its colossi,2 its condottieri-did partake of 
Hellenistic ideas, and was, therefore, with Syracuse, perhaps 
the main representative of this modern kind of Greek life in 

, , the 'Two Sicilies.' But all the coast and its inner country 
were gone in importance, de!=ayed in population, the cities 

1 T~us Strabo, speaking of the whole country once called Magna 
Grrecia, says (p, 252): pvvl 6'1r'}dW Tap"PTor KIII'P1/'Y[ov Kill N'"71'6~<w. 
iKfj<fjllpfjIlPWtTOII' tTvp.fjifj1/KfP /J.1rIlPTII, Kill Ta. p.fp AEvKapovr Kill BpETTlovr 
KIITiXEI", Ta. 6. KIlp.7I'a"ovs, Kill To6Tovr ~6'}''I', TO 3' &.~1/9'r ·Pw,...lov.· Kill 
'Yap lI~rol 'PWP.II'iOI 'YE'}'6"lItT''', 

~ Cf. Strabo, vi, 3, 2, on a colossus transferred to Rome. 
p 
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reduced to villages, the villages to single farmsteads, nor 
was there any part of the Roman Empire which showed 
more melancholy decay from its ancient splendour. 

The one spot in Italy which still represented Greek man
ners and Greek feeling was the northern arm of the Bay of 
Naples. There had been a very ancient Greek city-Cumre 
-settled near it in almost pre-historic times.l This city 
was to the north of the promontory which runs out towards 
Procida, and lay in an exceedingly volcanic country-evi
dently the centre of disturbance previous to the historic out
break of Vesuvius. These Greeks had afterwards founded both 
Dicrearchia and Neapolis in the shelter of the bay. Of these 
Naples had in earlier times been obliged to admit Samnites 
(or Campanians, as Strabo calls them) to its privileges, and 
was so far not a purely Greek town, but had in consequence 
obtained immunity from the attacks which ruined Elea, 
Posidonia, and the other coast cities. But in the days which 
are now under our consideration a curious change had taken 
place. Naples had remained stationary, had in fact become 
quiet and old fashioned, and was now thought essentially 
Greek. Strabo agrees precisely with Cicero t when he says 
that elderly or delicate Romans liked living there in retire
ment, and adopting Greek dress and manners.s I have 
already quoted, in connection with the orator, the geo
grapher's account of the Hellenic dress and customs main
. tained there, as well as of the feasts, both old and new, 
which attracted companies of Dionysiac players from Greece 

1 Probably in the eighth century II.C. Not of course at the ridiculous 
date 1050 B.C., which was set down by Ephorus (of Kyme) to glorify his 
native city and her colonies. Nothing has misled simple modern 
scholars, both German and English, more than this very common kind 
of mendacity, which Greek historians considered a sort of duty, or at 
least a very laudable pntriotism. 

I Abuve, p. II 5; C£ also Irtl Bal60, § 55. • P. 246. 
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and Asia Minor.l Strabo goes on to describe the tunnel 
on the road leading to Puteoli. Naples had also hot 
springs and arrangements for baths. 

The two towns lying seaward, Puteoli and Baire, though 
still within the sheltering ann of the headland, had 
absorbed the business and the fashion of that part of the 
world. The whole coast of Campania was indeed covered 
with sumptuous Roman villas-palaces (fouriM.U1) Strabo 
repeatedly calls them, and Persian palaces--as well as with 
pleasure grounds, but as a fashionable public watering
place Bai~ exceeded all the rest. This resort was, how
ever, more distinctly Roman; the great Hellenistic port 
for all the eastern trade of Rome was the neighbouring 
Dicre.uchia, renamed Puteoli (Pouuoli). This place had 
long since been established as the open port for Alexandrian 
ships, at a time when the Romans would have been 
very jealous of allowing foreigners to enter the Tiber at 
Ostia; and so it always remained the mart of Rome with 
the East. If you did not land at Brundusium and come 
through Tarentum and Apulia, you came to Puteoli. For 
heavy merchandise the long and mountainous land journey 
was expensive and unsuitable; we may even assume that at 
Puteoli the more cumbrous articles were reshipped into coast
ing vessels and brought to the Tiber. But from Puteoli 
there were at least no mountains to be crossed on the 
way to Rome. As the railway now winds through the spurs 
of the Abruzzi which approach the coast about Ceprano and 
Gaeta, so the old high road could avoid aU difficult passes ; 
and these were days when any land journey might be safer 
than the perils of the sea from pirates. 

Such were the reasons which made Puteoli the channel 

I We shall bear or these players again in discussing the Hellenism 
or Brutus. 
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of that Hellenistic influence which is so manifest in the 
remains of Hel:culaneum and Pompeii. We have in these 
curious and affecting relics of the great catastrophe of 79 A.D., 

both upon the spot and in the great Museum of Naples, the 
clearest possible evidence of that fusion of Hellenistic taste 
with \ Roman life which was the type of the civilisation of 
Strabo's age. In this part, therefore, of his survey we can 
supplement the geographer's account by the numerous 
Greek inscriptions now collected in the Corpus, as well as 
by the splendid collection of art and household objects in 
the Museum of Naples, not to speak of the unique impres
sion produced by walking about the deserted streets of the 
once gay and lively Pompeii. 

As regards Naples, the evidence of the inscriptions shows 
clearly that it was, as Strabo and Cicero tell us, far the most 
distinctly Greek town remaining on the Campanian coast. 
For Cumre, a purely Greek foundation, had so decayed that 
the body of its population had migrated to Neapolis.l The 
remainder even begged the Roman Senate (180 B.C.) to 
allow them pub/ice Latine loqut~ and so to assimilate them
selves to the Roman municipia.2 The Neapolitans, on the 
other hand, profited so much from their reputation among 
Roman fashionables as a Greek centre, especially from their 
right of harbouring Roman exiles of distinction,8 that they 
hesitated to accept higher political privileges from Rome, 
and at last did so only under the condition that they were 
not to use Latin in their public acts.4 Thus we have Roman 
names with Greek official titles commemorated in Greek 

1 Which, in this case, Mommsen rightly conjectures (CIL x. 170), 
implies no Palreopolis except Cumre, there being no evidence either 
from inscriptions or coins of any other forerunner to Neapolis. 

• Livy, xl. 42.-CulIlanis felenlious f.rmissul1l, ul publice La/ille 
loguerenlur el fracollibus LalilU 'Vendendi jus esse/. 

I Polyb. vi. 14,8. • Cf. Mommsen's account of this, CIL x. 172. 
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inscriptions. We know that. the Dionysiac artists made it 
their favourite resort; we find a regular Greek four-years' 
feast with artistic and athletic contests established there 
under the title 'haAuca. 'PwlLaw. ~43a<TTa. 'IuoMlL7rLa,1 which 
served as an epoch from the year 2 A.D.; and numerous 
bilingual inscriptions-nay, even some in a jumble of Greek 
and Latin 2":""attest the general knowledge and use of Greek 
at Naples down to the fourth century A.D. 

There are many obvious reasons why the greater ·and 
more stirring port of Puteoli should not show in its inscrip
tions so thoroughly Greek a flavour. The trade relations 
with Rome, and perhaps the· rivalries of many nationalities 
represented' by guilds of trading agents, would make a closer 
approach to Roman municipal arrangements more con
venient. It was the business place, not the fashionable 
resort, like Baire, or the refined literary retreat like Naples. 
And so the inscriptions show us a far more systematic use 
of Latin, though the al1sorption of all that has been found 
in these regions into the Museum of Naples makes it 
hard to pass a positive judgment in such matters. Until 
the locus of each inscription is carefully. recorded there will 

1 CIG 58°5. At these games Alexandrians frequently appear. 
In 5804-.q ",i"olTlf1atrTo~ Ka/ ""XoPWJ14'o~ , AXfcapfjplwp 7rfP'7rOX'ITT'Ka. 

• .6ITff1~~ ITwofjo~ honour an Alexandrian Zosimus for his victories. 
2 Here is one from Sorrento (CIG 5870) in Greek characters, as 

follows :- A. E. M. 
ATPHAIOTl: INIIETP ATOTl: B. K. M. 
BEJ!E:IT ANO [l:]* H MHZEl: l: AEI N KOZOT l:IMBEIA 
EIPHNA. MAPITO BENE MEPENTI. IN. [<I>H] KET 

As a specimen of a bilingual inscription I give No. 5876:
AECIIOINH NEMECEI KAI CTNNAOICI 8EOICIN 
APPIANOC BOMON TONAE KA8EIAPTCATO 

Justitia ncmesi AT'~ quam voverat aram 
Numina sancta colens Cammarius posuit. 

This is a very free translation, cf. further Nos. 5820, 5821. 
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always remain great difficulty in deciding such questions. 
Perhaps the most interesting of all those collected in Boeckh's 
Corpus is that recording the complaint of the Tyrian Com
pany at Puteoli, who sent a formal statement to their mother 

. city that the whole expense of keeping up the Tyriancults 
at Puteoli devolved upon them, while the Tyrians settled at 
Rome, who made far greater profits on the goods imported 
through Puteoli, did not contribute to this burden. The 
reply from Tyre follows, ordaining that the Tyrians at Rome 
should bear their share in this duty.l The fact that these 
old and famous Semite traders recorded theiI:, corp~rate but 
purely national affairs in Greek gives us evidence perhaps 
more striking than any usually cited to prove the adoption of 
the HellenistiC idiom as the language of the civilised world. 

When we come to Pompeii the case is again different. 
In the first place Pompeii was not a Greek but an Oscan 
foundation, though even here we find the principal temple 
to be a very old construction, in the . Doric style of its great 
extant neighbour at Prestum, and possibly dating from the 
sixth century B.C. 2 Then came a period of Sabellian influ
ence, concluded by Sylla's sending a colony of veterans to 
settle there, to whom the older inhabitants were obliged to 
cede one-third of their lands. Here, then, we have a town 
neither in origin nor in circumstances very liable to Hellen-· 
istic influences, if we except the fact that it was the near 
neighbour of Hellenic and Hellenistic populations. 

Accordingly we find from the numerous inscriptions 

1 CIG 5853, the most interesting of -all the Puteolan inscriptions; 
but as it dates from the reign of the Emperor Marc. Aurelius (174 A.D.) 
I forbear to quote it. 

I It is now so completely ruined that I cannot think this inference 
from its remnants quite conclusive, and suspect it may possibly have 
been a later copy of these great models. But the art critics, such as 
Overbeck, who have examined it, seem to feel no doubts on the point. 
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yielded by its walls and monuments that Greek was not the 
usual or even frequent language of its people, though this 
language was taught in its schools, for the children have left 
us numerous specimens of the Greek alphabet scratched 
upon the walls on their way through the streets. And yet 
when we turn from the inscriptions tQ the actual houses and 
their contents, there is hardly any comer of the life and 
ways of the inhabitants which does not show clear traces of 
Hellenistic influence-Hellenistic, I say, and not Hellenic; 
for with the exception of a very few bronzes which may 
possibly go back to originals as early as Praxiteles-I mean 
the famous dancing Faun and the Narcissus-all the statues, 
paintings, mosaics, vases, bronze and silver ornaments, as 
well as the designs of the houses and public buildings, are 
distinctly modelled on Alexandrian ideas.l 

A great part of the unearthed town can be referred to the 
work of a very few years, 63-79 A.D.; for in the former of 
these Vesuvius gav~ the first premonitory sign of the 
horrors that were to come by an earthquake with sub
terranean noises, which destroyed most of the town. So 
grave was the case that the Roman government even 
debated whether the site should not at once be abandoned, 
and many citizens are said to have left the place. Never
theless the rebuilding was actively resumed, just as the 
people of Casamicciola are now rebuilding their town over 
another quasi-extinct volcano at Ischia, which may presently 
cause a similar tragedy. But it would be a great mistake to 
compare a second-rate town in the first century with a 
second-rate town in modern Italy. Though Pompeii was 
no doubt vastly inferior to Naples and Puteoli, the elegance 
and wealth of some of the houses show that people of large 
means and high culture resided there. The interior of 

1 Cf. Th. Schreiber in Mill". tlesdmlscll. Insl. (lIfDI). x.399. 
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several of these mansions would satisfy .the most fastidious 
modern magnate in everything but the size of the rooms. 
All this elegance was in design and probably in execution 
Greek work. The researches of Helbig have established 
what he .calls an osco-Roman character in some of the 
rudest and worst of th~ paintings, but all the subjects of the 
better class are from Greek mythology, unless it be that 
Alexandrian habits have suggested a few Egyptian subjects, 1 

which seem to hold the place in this epoch that Chinese 
designs have assumed in western decoration. 

On the other hand, the decoratio~ of this generation was 
not genuine Greek work, but surface imitation. The whole 
new town was a town of stucco. Overbeck has well ex
plained 2 that though the use of stucco to cover rough stone 
surfaces for the purpose of painting them is quite legitimate 
and commonly found in the best Greek architecture, the en
largement of this use into the imitation of stone forms, such 
as architraves, mouldings, etc., thus adding sham members 
to the real structure, is a proof of decaying taste: This no 
doubt is true, though .. both the Saracens in their mosques 
and the Renaissance decorators in their ceilings have pro
duced wonderful effects with stucco additions to the real 
structure. But what shall we say to the occurrence in 
Pompeii of a colonnade turned from the Doric into the 
Corinthian order by the additio,n of stucco capitals laid 

1 The temple of Isis, of which considerable portions still remain, and 
which was decorated throughout with Egyptian figures or in Egyptian 

.style, must have given a model for this sort of ornament. Even a 
hieroglyphic tablet was set up in it, which had no reference to the 
temple. Cf. the full description of this building in Overbeck's Pompeii, 
p. 102 sq. We know from CIG 5793 that· the statues even of Greek 
gods, such as Apollo, were dedicated in temples of Isis. He appears 
in a triad with Horus and Harpocrates. 

I Pompeii, pp. 439, 467, 469-
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round tht: original echinus? In the same style is the 
constant effort to imitate variegated marbles by painting, 
and other devices intended to suggest materials more 
precious than those actually employed.1 

The recent researches of the French school at Delos 
have also led to the discovery of private houses, one of them 
not ruined beyond recognition. A comparison with the 
house-building of Pompeii is o~viously suggested, as the 
houses -at Delos were evidently ruined in the first century 
(either by Mithradates or the pirates), and because Delos 
.then contained, like P9mpeii, a Grreco-Roman population. 
In an artic1e2 by M. Paris there is a plan of such a ~ouse, with 
many interesting .details. The outcome is this: that while 
there was much less decoration by painting, and 'while the 
Delian householder was content with plain panels upon his 
wall with no ornament, the materials of his pillars and the 
general construction were far superior to the very shoddy 
building of fompeii. 

We have before us, th~refore, in Pompeii a civilisation 
recognising a certain kind of culture, both external and 
internal, as so tyrannically the fashion, ~hat those who 
cannot afford to live up to it in reality will rather content 
themselves with cheap imitations than adopt any other 
simpler and truer life. With these defects and drawbacks 
we have, nevertheless, before us in this buried town the . 
picture of a. graceful and cheery life, with much that was 
really beautiful and refined, and with less of grossness or 
immorality than would be hereafter found in most of our 
modem towns were they now suddenly sealed up for the 
inspection of future generations. 

Herculaneum was covered with lava (not with ashes), . 

1 Pompeii, p. 464. This too was a very old Egyptian device, as Mr. 
Sayce informs me. . 2 BCR viii. 473. 
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and therefore its excavation has been more troublesome 
and far less complete. But the library found in' one of the 
mansions, doubtless that of a Roman noble, is curiously 
significant in its defects. In the first place, among the 
250 rolls unravelled and deciphered there is an ex
ceedingly small proportion of Latin. In the next place, all 
the Greek rolls as yet published are Epicurean tracts, and 
of these almost all are either documents of the master, or 
treatises by Philodemus, a very tenth-rate pupil whom we 
have already met in the course of this book. So far, not a 
single masterpiece of Greek literature, not a single work on 
history, nothing of general interest, has been discovered. I 
cannot but think that among the many charred rolls still 
lying in the Naples Museum some few may contain a text 
of higher interest; those, however, who have spent most 
time upon them seem not to have much hope. If then the 
only library we have yet found in this corner of Roman 
Hellenism, whether by accident or not, indicates but a poor 
attempt at culture, and shows that the owner either read 
nothing or was limited to one very narrow subject in his 
choice, it is perhaps more likely that his Greek confidant, 
whether it was Philodemus or not, collected his books 
for him, and that the studies of the host were simply 
dictated to him by his household professor. 

This verification in sundry details of the general indica
tions .in Strabo, vague and scanty as they are, makes us long 
for some similar help in the case of other Hellenistic 
districts of Italy. But we have every reason to believe his 
statement that there was, except in Campania, general decay 
and depopulation. He does not notice the fact that Sicily 
was even ceasing to be the corn granary of Rome, owing to 
the superior productiveness and the earliness of the African 
soil and climate. But he does say that this country also was 
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in his day abandoned to shepherds, neat-herds, and horse
breeders, 1 which was certainly not its condition when Cicero 
went there to gather evidence against Verres, and it was a 
Sicilian bandit who infested these wilds who was publicly 
executed at Rome. Strabo also gives an interesting descrip
tion of Mount lEtna, derived as he tells us from the accounts 
of recent tourists there,2 and implies that the town of lEtna 
lived on the new trade of providing for these tourists, who 
were now very numerous. Unfortunately he endeavours 
to supply his want of further information, not by an 
even superficial personal visit, but by antiquarian lore 
taken from Dionysius of Syracuse, Polybius, and other 
old books. The same is the case with the African coast 
-Carthage and Cyrene, which latter he merely saw from 
the sea 9 as he was sailing to and from Alexandria. He can 
give us no clear account of the restored Carthage, or of 
Cirta, both of which must have had many Hellenistic 
elements, for he tells us that king Micipsa, the father of 
Jugurtha, known to us throughSallust, settled many Greeks 
in the latter, and made it a great capital. . Here then was 
an outlying centre of Greek culture. In the days now 
before us king Juba had married the daughter of Antony 
and Cleopatra, and having lived a life of literary labour, 
which indicates high civilisation, had left his kingdom of 
Mauretania to his son Ptolemy, a late survival of this royal 
name and line. This Juba probably reigned at Cirta, and 

, had a seaport which he enlarged and called Cresarea. Utica 
had been from the second Punic war the centre of Roman 
influence. 

1 'T~V O~V ifYllp.luv KU'TUvcrlJ"uv'Tn 01 'PwJ.LU'o" ICu'Tu"'"I"dfJ.El'.' 'To!. 'TE 
6fY11 KrU 'TWV 1I'e3lwv 'To!. ","e''''T4 1"."..t/>.pfJ.'r KU! fJ.vtc6".<r KU! "..,pi". 
".upi3."a,v (p. 273). 

2 P. 274; .1 a' .~P vew,,'T! dvufJdp'Tff 3n1'y.uvr. 'hj.UP. 
8 xvii. 3. § 20. 
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The extant inscriptions from the five towns of the 
Cyrenaica show us that there too survived a great deal of 
Greek life which would have been worth a visit, had 
Strabo taken the trouble. A very interesting text now 
preserved in Provence, but brought from Berenice in that 
district, shows us an arrangement clearly copied from 
Alexandria and Antioch, by which the Jews there formed 
a separate polity under their own officers, distinct from 
the ordinary citizens. This community records the virtues 
and gentle manners of a Roman prretor, Titius, significantly 
too in the Greek language, and with the intention of being 
set up in a conspicuous place in the amphitheatre. l 

Unfortunately, inscriptions seldom give the kind of in
formation of which we are in search. We get lists of victors 
at games, or public officers; catalogues of property or of 
expenses; on the tombs many records of sincere grief, no 
doubt also of affected lamentation-the latter in metrical 
epigrams of more or less grace or correctness. But these, 
even when heartfelt and simple, only reiterate the universal 
sorrows of every age and clime, the sense of bereavement, 
the feeling of gratitude for the kindnesses of the departed, 
the feeling of rebellion against death, which takes not only 
the old and ripe, but the young and the strong, before they 
have tasted the sweets of life and love, or rewarded by their 
success the anxious cares and hopes of their parents, who 
protest against this injustice with unavailing earnestness. 

( 

1 eIe 5361.-i,..<1 M.!,Tmol (his public functions follow) 06,.6.0. at 
I" ... .notl 6.f3a.,rq la.lITo" Ya.plfTX." .. "', dXX~ Ka.! "OIl 1" .. vyxd"ovfTl .. .,,, 
".OX'T"", hi Bt Ka.! TOIl I/C TOU "'OXI"'~p.a .. os -IJP..,II 'Iovaa.lotl /Ca.! /Cot.~ Ka.! 
Ka.T' IBla.ll diXP"lfTTOII "'POITTa.fTla." ",o,o~p.<"os 06 a,a.Xd,.. .. , laoE- .. ois 4pxovfTi 
Ka.! Tt; ,..oX.T.~p.aTI T"", III B.p."lK?l'lov3a.l .. " i,..",,,lfT'" Ka.! ITT."'a."o"", etc. 
It was set up in the amphitheatre, and its date is probably 13 B.C. 
This document is very important in giving us evidence that the Jews did 
not count among the ordinary G.eek citizens in Hellenistic towns. 
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This frame of mind is perhaps the chief peculiarity which 
these sepulchral inscriptions disclose, as compared with later 
rexts commemorating Christian grief. 

There is perhaps another peculiarity in the mention 
by civic authorities how hard it was to bring any consola
tion to bear on the afflicted, whose dead ,the city honours , 
in pompous praises, or rather phrases, by way of balm to 
heal the gaping wounds in the hearts of the survivors.! 
These things are worth a passing mention, but give us 
little towards a distinctive picture of the peculiar race and 
age we are sketching. There remains yet another feature, 
which strilc.es me as far more characteristic. Anyone who 
will take the trouble to wade through the Greek inscriptions 
in any collection, or to watch the new additions to the great 
Corpus, recorded in the ~urrent journals of epigraphy, cannot 
but be stuck with the recurrence on almost every page of 
good manners as the quality in men and women which earns 
their grateful recognition during their life and affectionate 
remembrance from posterity. The text just cited is one of 
a thousand which state that 'because such an one has not 
only performed his duties, general or special, but also has 
been courteous to those whom he met in daily intercourse,'2 
-therefore he is honoured with a statue, an inscription, 
civic immunities, citizenship, as the case may be. Nor are 
these laudations confined to men of high official station, 
whtlse urbanity or the reverse was of real importance to their 

1 Such phrases as 7ro.pa.p.v9.1,,9a., /cOlVV o~s ov"X.pls i"T' 7ra.pa.p.v9ii,,9a.1 
(CIG 5838) are common. This subjectivity in post morlem laudations is 
very characteristic. 

sHere isa charming instance (BCn xii. 328): one Tyrannus, a 
freedman of the emperor Claudius, who returned to his native town, 
Magnesia (Meandri), as a fashionable physician is publicly commended 
for having behaved C,"Te P:'10lva. V7r' 'a.VToO 7ra.pil. rIIv cl(Ca.v TOO /Cd' ia.V't~. 
p.l'Y.90vs i7rl{J.{Ja.pij,,9a.1. 
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companions. They are adjudged to horse-doctors, corn
dealers, foreigners residing for pleasure in a city-in fact to 
people so many and so various that we wonder how these 
honorary inscriptions can have been regarded as an honour.1 

.Nevertheless they have put it on record that in the Hellen
istic world good manners were regarded as having a serious
ness and an importance quite foreign to modern civilisation. 
Perhaps the Germanic elements in England and Prussia, 
with their rudeness in virtue, and their almost suspicion of 
good manners, have caused this change. I have indeed, in 
an Irish epitaph, which I have elsewhere quoted,2 seen a man 
praised for being an affable supenor and a polished equal. 
But this, which would have been a matter-of-course eulogy 
on a Hellenistic tombstone, strikes the modern observer as 
grotesque, if not indecent. The grave is too solemn and 
the question of the future life too serious to admit of super
ficial considerations. But in Hellenistic days they were not 
superficial; human society was then the great object of life, 
and whatever tended to improve and refine it was a real 
virtue, and a solid recommendation to the world. Thus we 
may explain this marked contrast in two conditions of the 
world which present so many striking resemblances. 

1 Indeed Cicero (pro Fiacco, §§ 75, 76) ridicules them as meaningless. 
Domestic virtues often obtained this public recognition, and not unfre
quently those of women, e.g. CIG 1433 on a Spartan woman whose 
only claim seems to have been sixty years of respectable married life. 
So youths of Tralles (BCH v. 340) are praised not only· for athletic 
victories, but t/>iAo7rov/ar, .ilra~/ar, <!lEE/as Ip<Ka. 

2 Art 0/ COllversa/ion, p. 60. 



CHAPTER XI 

EASTERN HELLENISM UNDER THE EARLY ROMAN EMPIRE. 

IN 'passing from West to East, from the newer acquisi
tions to the proper seat of the Greek life inaugurated 
by Alexander, we feel that we are provided with surer 
evidence and more details to guide us. In the first place 
the indications of Strabo, which were hitherto (except, for 
Rome and some spots in Italy) based upon hearsay, or 
upon the books of far older authors, and which even for 
Greece itself seem to rest upon second-hand knowledge, 
are upon Asia Minor and Egypt full and personal. Our 
author tells us frequently what he has himself seen, not 
what he has copied from others. 'In the next place we 
have, for the times of Vespasian, Titus, and Domitian, not 
only the fabulous life and acts of Apollonius of Tyana-a 
most characteristic figure,. but the orations of Dion 
Chrysostom, which give us many valuable details upon 
the city life of those days. The inscriptions from these 
parts of the Empire are also very numerous, and agree in 
suggesting that here rather than in' Greece proper should 
we now look for the spiritual life of the Greeks. The 
prosperity of Asia remained, while that of Greece was 
ruined; a dozen cities in the former were richer and 
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more populous than either of the famous old Greek 
capitals. 

The final settlement of Roman Asia was practically that 
of Pompey; the great battles of the civil war were not 
fought out on Asiatic soil, and the considerate conduct of 
Augustus and Tiberius soon healed the wounds caused by 
the tyranny and the exactions of Brutus, Cassius, and Antony. 
Tiberius, indeed, was called upon to aid in a far different 
misfortune. The early years of his reign are marked in 
history as one of those periods when volcanic activity has 
been peculiarly mischievous. Many great cities were riven 
with earthquakes, and Strabo describes the whole rich region 
about Philadelphia as so disturbed and devastated with 
eruptions that the inhabitants had taken to the open country, 
and were afraid to trust themselves under any building. In 
our own day the island of Chio has been subject to like 
visitations. There is still preserved the copy of a monument 
set up by twelve great cities of Asia to Tiberius for his large 
and charitable subventions when they were subject to this 
calamity in various years from 17 to 29 A.D.l The copy 
was set up at Puteoli, and is a valuable specimen of the art 
notions of the period, for the cities are personified ~nd 
represented in relief. I 

But well might the cities set up memorials to Augustus 
and Tiberius; these rulers had saved the Hellenistic East 
from far worse than earthquakes-from the rapacities of 
the leaders in civil wars, and of the Roman nobles and 
knights who preyed as governors and capitalists upon the 

I Tac. Ann. ii. 47; CIL No. 1624 (vol. x. I, 159). 
I From this point of view it has been reproduced and discussed by 

Overbeck (Cried •• Plaslili, ii. 435 sq.) We have now a corrooorating 
inscription from Magnesia, dated by the thirty. third joleslas Iri6. of the 
emperor, and so of the year 31 A.D., which calls him ICTIO'N,r ivI ""'P<i 
awa.le .. "Ii>.,.,. (c:f. BClI xi. 70). 
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subjects of the Empire. This was indeed the Roman peace, 
which, if it turned many parts of Italy and Greece into 
a solitude, produdd in Asia a prosperity greater than bad 
ever been attained in that most populous and prosperous 
home of the Hellenic race. For the old Greek civilisation 
east of the ..£gem bad been a mere Cringe on the coast. 
not reaching in1and save in a few isolated spots. Now 
the whole heart of the peninsula was settled in great and 
flourishing polities-free cities with their territories, dynasts 
of more or less ~oderation under Roman supervision, and 
what is perbaps more curious, religious polities, under the 
sovranty of a high priest either hereditary, or appointed 
by the local king from his immed.i.ate-family. 

These things remind us at once of medireval parallels. 
The abbot of Monte Cassino, with his large territory and 
enormous wealth, was not unfrequently the brother 9f the 
Norman king of Apulia and Sicily. There were in modern 
Germany even in the present century prince- bishops, 
at Salzburg, Fulda, Wiirzburg, with similar secular powers, 
and this was so to some extent with our Bishop of Du,rham. 

Such was Pessinus, then a great mart for trade, and still 
ruled by priests who bad been dynasts under the Attalid 
kings, and whose temple bad been adorned by these kings 
in Hellenistic splendour. Such was Comana,! the great 
entrepot for Armenian goods, to which all the Asiatic world 
streamed together when the goddess was brought out in 
solemn processiOIL Strabo speaks of it as another Corinth, 
with its luxurious life, its crowds of temple slaves living 'by 
their bodies.' Such were to a lesser extent Zela and 
Mylasa, each with their high priest ruling in sacrosanct 
dignity. Such, as we now know, was the famous sanctuary 
and asylum of Hecate at Stratoniceia in Caria, which was a 

1 Sttabo, xii. 3. I j6. 
Q 
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separate community, with its own population and precincts, 
under a ruling high priest, though close beside the city.l 
Strabo even mentions in his own day a certain Cleon,2 who 
was a bandit chief, at first useful to· Pompey, then siding 
with Antony and Labienus. who changed over so cleverly 
at the critical moment before Actium as to receive great 
rewards and consideration from the Octavian party; so he 
dropped the bandit trade and turned dynast, using as his 
cloak of respectability the fact that he was priest of the 
-Abrettene Zeus, a Mysian god. At last he was promoted to 
the priesthood of Comana, which he had only held a month 
when he died, people said as a visitation for bringing swine's 
flesh into the priest's residence-an abomination as great 
there as it was to the Jews. 

These sanctuaries seem all to have promoted trade and 
to ha.ve injured morals, even if we make some allowance 
for the naturalism sanctioned by many Asiatic cults. 
For the deities worshipped were in all cases Asiatic, even 
when called by Greek names, and their worship was of that 
orgiastic character which is called nature-worship, and is 
generally op~osed to those civilised cults, which recoil from 
this conception of religion. The Romans did not interfere 
with such things more frequently than we do with the rites 
and cults of our Indian subjects, and yet they kept as much 
control over the dynasts, priests, and free cities as we do 
in India. Thus with a great deal of communal freedom, 
and the survival of dignities and emoluments, as well as even 
of titular sovranty, there was a certain solidarity attained 

1 Cf. BCHxi. 156. It was ravaged by Labienus and the Parthians. 
We have lists (0/. cil. p. 35) of great sacerdotal families, members of 
whom, including women, had enjoyed one year's high priesthood, which 
was the culmination of a series of lesser priesthoods. Here then the 
title l'p.6t i~ I.pi.,. means noble. 

• xii. 8,§9. 



XI THE EVIDENCE OF DION 

under the headship of Rome which was eminently useful 
in obviating border wars, privateering, and the other ·evils 
of multiplied independencies. 

We shall do well to verify these general statements by 
some of the details to be found in our two authorities. 
For we may now.quote Dion Chrysostom as well as Strabo, 
seeing that there was no serious change in life or society, 
though Dion's life and work in Asia Minor were two genera
tions l~ter than those of the geographer. The volcanoes 
had indeed subsided, and some emperors had supervened 
not so wise as Tiberius, but on the whole the management 
of the provinces was little altered, and the evidence of Dion, 
so far as we can judge, may be used in· our sketch of this 
period. l Dion was also a traveller, indeed a far grea~er 

traveller than Strabo, and went about not only profes-
. sionally, but also to see the world and its social curiosities. 

Like Strabo, he was a native of northern Asia Minor, of 
Prusa in Bithynia, and his many orations to Asiatic cities 
concerning his and their affairs show an intimacy with the 
same lands which Strabo knew personally. The informa
tion we obtain from Dion is fortunately of a different kind 
from that supplied by the geographer; it concerns the inner 
life, the jealousies, the quarrels of such rivals as Nicrea and 
Nicomedia; the disturbances at Apamea; the peculiarities 
of life in Rhodes, Tarsus, Alexandria. It is evidence to 
be supplemented, not only by the invaluable letters of Pliny 
from Bithynia, which sometimes tell the very same facts 
from an official point of view, but by the allusions in the 
Acts of the Apostles, and the Epistles of S. Paul, which date 
from about the same period. 

1 In the same way we may say that, socially at least, the Greece of 
Plutarch had changed but little even from the Greece of Polybius, 
hardly at all from the Greece of the end of the first century B. c. But 
this inference may yet be considerably modified by further discoveries. 
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It is only recently that explorers such as Messrs. Ramsay, 
Sterrett, Hogarth, and Fabricius, have begun to go through 
this country, and gather what still remains of inscriptions, in 
addition to those of the older travellers collected in Bceckh's 
Corpus and Le Bas's Voyage. We may therefore expect to 
have our knowledge of this great and rich civilisation 
considerably enlarged as time goes on. The new Ilium of 
the Roman period, for example, wa:s not recognised till the 
brilliant discoveries of Dr. Schliemann showed that the 
ancient and venerable site had received a new and handsome 
city upon the foundations of so many older settlements, and 
that it was even the head of a local confederation; we only 
knew that it was unusually favoured by the Romans for 
sentimental reasons, though this did not prevent Fimbda 
from devastating it in the Syllan time, and Agrippa from 
imposing upon the inhabitants an enormous fine for a mis
adventure to a Roman princess, which they could hardly 
have averted, 1 and which WaS remitted at the intercession 
of Herod the Great 

We may give some account of these important centres 
of Hellenistic life, beginning from the north-east, the home 
of our authodties, and culling from them what still has 
some interest for the historian of social life. But we shall 
not tie ourselves to geographical lines, when we can find 
any stronger affinities to guide us. For there were cities 
which affected to be old, which were strictly conservative, 
boasting their mythical descent from Argos or Sparta, or even 
from a founding by Heracles or Dionysus,' and again those 

1 Nicolaus Damasc. de 'Vila sua, frag. 3 (in MUlier's FRG iii. 353). 
S So Dion, speaking at Nicrea (ii. 87), invokes' Dionysus, ancestor 

of this city, and Heracles its founder. and Zeus Polieus and Athene and 
Aphrodite,' etc., etc. It is highly characteristic that while the cities 
claimed this remote origin, Dion says elsewhere it is not the right thing 
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which were confessedly the foundations of Antigonus, Lysi
machus, or the Attalids. Even these latter in many cases 
(notably that of Pergamum) invented some pre-existence in 
another condition to make themselves respectable. But all 
the genealogical trees of the Pergamenes could not make 
men believe that this upstart city was of such nobility as, 
for example, Miletus, where certain families still retained 
the name ~nd the social dignity of royalty, owing to their 
descent from the Neleids, who led the first Ionic migration 
from Greece. l 

It is difficult for the modern traveller who ventures into 
the heart of Asia Minor, and finds nothing but rude Kurds 
and Turkish peasants living among mountains and wild past
ures, not connected even by ordinary roads, to imagine 
the splendour and rich cultivation of this vast country, with 
its brilliant cities and its teeming population. The two 
districts most praised by Strabo for fertility are the inner 
slope of the Caucasus, the present Georgia, and the slopes 
of Cappadocia descending to the Euxine.2 Since the rise 
of Hellenism civilisation had spread into the interior, which 
now vies with the coast, and perhaps has more to show of 
peculiar -and distinctive life. It was probably the great
ness of Mithradates and of his predecessors that raised 
Pontus and Cappadocia into the first rank among the 
Asianic districts. Nicomedes of Bithynia 8 had founded 

for the citizens to go back more than two steps in personal genealogies, 
for if you do, no one will be able to show that he belonged originally to 
any city.-ii. 102: Tb 'Ya.p a:trWTEp" liuo,~ P",IJ,.,.o'" PlTE'" Tb 'YEIIO. ovli",,.,.;;,. 
brulicEr. oulid. 'Ya.p ofir .. Til 'Y. d)\:'1IJ~. E~ oUIi.,.,.",. EVpeIJ.qITETa. .... 6M .... 

1 The antiquities of Ionia in this respect are given in detail in the 
opening chapters of Pausanias's seventh book (the A&1Iai&a). 

9 xii. 3. § IS. . 
8 Strabo does not profess to know which Nicomedes. But it must 

have been the first, for Polybius implies that Pnisias I •• his grandson. 
resided there. 
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Nicomedia, and there was already the older foundation
of Nicrea1 in the same country. Sinope had been the 
capital of Mithradates's power, and no doubt an addi
tional reason for the increased importance of the Pontic 
towns was the stimulus he and others gave to the 
Armenian and Indian trade, which came by the Caspian 

. up the valley of the Cyrus, and so by the Black Sea to 
the west. 

The older Cappadocian dynasty of Ariarathes had evi
dently pursued a different policy, for their capital Mazaca, 
concerning which I have elsewhere spoken,2 was in the very 
heart of the country, rather nearer the Pisidian coast. Strabo 
tells a strange story of one of these kings, named Ariarathes, 
who made himself a great artificial lake by damming up in 
this inner country one of the affiuents of the upper Euphrates. 
The water broke loose and flooded the Cappadocian and 
Galatian country, causing such devastation that the king 
was obliged to pay his subjects, according to the arbitra
tion of the Romans, 300 talents for damages (£73,000). 
And yet when this dynasty died out, and the Romans 
offered Cappadocia 'freedom and autonomy,' that people, 
to the astonishment of all the sentimental doctrinaires, 
begged to be excused from accepting these great privileges, 
and asked for a king. S 

The Bithynian cities, Nicrea, Nicomedia, and Apamea, 
-the names recur often in other provinces, as if the 
founder desired thus to stamp his creations,-are those 
which Dion Chrysostom in particular exhorts to lay aside 
their jealous rivalries, and agree to live in harmony and 

1 Originally the Antigoneia of Antigonus, founded in 316 B.C., but 
refounded and renamed by king Lysimachus. 

I Greek. Lift and TklJUgnt, p. 462. 
8 xii. 2, § II. 
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good fellowship. 1 He tells us that these cities maintained 
an attitude of mutual enmity, not for ariy solid reason, but 
concerning the nominal primacy, to which each of them 

. laid claim. In Strabo it is clearly Nicrea which is called 
the metropolis, but Nicomedia had been the old capital of 
Prusias, and therefore for Ii. time superior.! Though Dion will 
not.allow that there is anything beyond a quarrel of etiquette· 
in this matter, he tells us elsewhere 8 that the right of having 
the Roman assizes held in a town gathered a great population 
into it, not only of lawyers and clients, but· of idlers,_ artists, 
and worse people, all of whom spent money. The other 
attraction a city could possess was a great religious panegyds 
(the modern Kermesse), to which all the world streamed 
together, as they still do to such feasts in the Greek islands.4 

This was the real importance of the ecclesiastical cities with 
their high priests. Here is, for example, what Dion says 
about Celrenre in Phrygia-a town of no prominence in 

.history, and yet at this time great, populous, and wealthy:5 
'I see this city now second to none, and I congratulate it. 

For ye inhabit bottl the strongest and richest site on the 
continent, and have ample water and fertile land bearing 
ten-thousand fold, with many flocks too and herds. The 
greatest and most profitable rivers have here their source, 

I These very jealousies form the leading topic of Pliny's letters to 
Trajan, to which I shall revert in chap. xiv. 

I Cf. Mr. Hardy's instructive note on the relations of these two cities 
in his edition of PlittJl's Correspotuience wit" Trajan, p. 127. The term 
.".prfn-t, .".6X'$ was left to the Nicreans, but Nicomedia became the 
p.1/Tp6.".oX,s, the residence of the proconsul, and the seat of the provincial 
council. The greater antiquity of Nicrea must have made her citizens 
peculiarly jealous of this. 

a ii. 44, 98. I quote uniformly from the Teubner text, which is the 
only handy and critical one (ed. Dindorf, 1857). 

, Cf: the interesting chapter on the existing festival at Tino in Mr. 
Theodore Bent's CJlclades. 6 ii. 43. 



232 GREEK WORLD UNDER ROMAN SWAY CHAP. 

the Orbas, the Marsyas, flowing through your city, and the 
Mreander. You ~ommand in situation Phrygia, Lydia, and 
Caria. Besides this, populous nations surround you, Cap
padocians, Pamphylians, and Pisidians, to all of whom you 
afford a market and a meeting-{>lace. You have also as 
subjects many cities without name, and many rich villages. 
But the greatest proof of your power is the amount of your 
tribute. 

'Besides all this the (Roman) assizes are held every 
second year (,rap' nos) with you, and there comes together 
a countless crowd of people, plaintiffs, defendants., lawyers, 
officers, attendants, slaves, panders, jockeys, traders, cour
tesans, and artificers, so that whatever you have to sell 
obtains the highest price, and nothing lies idle in the city, 
neither carriages nor houses nor women. This is no small 
subvention. For wherever the greatest crowd collects, there 
necessarily most money is found, and the place is likely to 
prosper i and as I suppose the place where most sheep are 
penned is most improved for agriculture by their dung, and 
men request shepherds to keep sheep upon their land for 
this purpose, so the assizes are held to contribute most of all 
to a city's importance, and there is nothing sought after with 
such eagerness. l The principal cities obtain this privilege 
year about. But now they say the assizes will be changed 
at longer intervals, for that people will not tolerate being 
continually bustled about in all directions. You have also a 
share in the religious festivals of Asia, and receive as much 
of the outlay for them as the cities where the actual 
ceremonies take place.' 

I cite this interesting passage, which may have been 

1 This picture of an assUe town-either Sardis or Ephes_ia cor
roborated by a parallel passage at the close of Plutarch', tract comparing 
the passions of the IOUI and of the body. 
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written in the reign of the tyrannous Nero, or Domitian, 
as well as under Vespasian or Trajan, to show what the 
liberty and comfort of the Asiatic world was in the early 
Empire. Even the administration of the humane Cicero 
during the Republic, not to say the rule of Flaccusor of 
Cassius,l shows us very different features. 

There is then no allusion at this epoch to any undue 
or oppressive Roman interference, such as there must have 
existed a generation before the Christian era; there is, on the 
contrary, in inscriptions, much evidence of fulsome flattery 
of Rome in the very names of tribes as well as in eulogistic 
decrees. B The condition of the other cities of Asia Minor 
-Lystra, !conium, Derbe, Ephesus, in the Ads of Ihe 
Aposlles, composed at a date between the evidence of Strabo 
and that of Dio!l-seems to be quite similar. There is no 
interference with the public affairs of these towns-nay, not' 
even with public disturbances consequent on the I right of 
public meeting,' until a serious riot takes place. Then the 
town authorities are held responsible by the Romans, and 
perhaps punished or dismissed, or else the festival, which 
led to the disturbance, may have been suppressed for a time 
by the Roman governor. An interesting inscription from 
Ephesus contains an appeal to the proconsul L. Mestrius 
Florus (83-84 A.D.) to pe.rmit the celebration of the 
mysteries of Demeter Thesmophorus and Carpophorus and of 
the Augustan gods. It says that these feasts have been sanc
tioned by kings, emperors, and yearly proconsuls, as their 
letters testify. Even though fragmentary, this text is an 
important elucidation of the fears of the I town-clerk' in the 

1 Above, PP.IJ3. 161. 
t Cf. MDI xii. 176 for specimens from the inscriptions of the Kow61' 

of Bithynia. There are tribes called l:e{jutTT7/.T,. repl'u.,K1" T,{jep'ul'T, 
• Avrclll'luvT,. nIl therefore before the Flavian period, and a man is praised 
for being ',)..oKullTup, and ',)..opw!'"ior. 
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Acts of the Apostles, who tells the people that they run the 
risk of being held accountable for any uproar. A strike of 
bakers at Magnesia (Mreandri) is met by a severe rescript 
forbidding aU unions among these tradesmen, and ordering 
them to obey the convenience of the public.1 

Tarsus stands before the rest as a remarkable centre of 
culture, the cradle· of 'much of the Stoic thought, which 
has influenced the world from the preaching of S. Paul 
down to the austerities of his Puritan followers in this 
country. 

We hear from Strabo 2 not only of its fair site, with the 
ice-cold Cydnus running thrqugh it, but that the inhabitants 
had such zeal for philosophy and education as to exceed 
Athens and Alexandria and every other place where such 
objects are pursued. 'But in this point they are peculiar, 
that the learners are all natives, and that hardly any strangers 
sojourn there; nor do the natives remain at home, but seek 
the completion of their education abroad, and then seldom 
return. In the other cities I have alluded to, excepting 
Alexandria, the reverse is the case, for thither many strangers 
come for the sake of education and dwell there, while of the 
natives few travel for that purpose, or indeed show a love 
of learning at home. The Alexandrians do both. They 
both receive many strangers, and go abroad themselves.' 
In fact, as he elsewhere says, Rome was crammed with 
Tarsian and Alexandrian educators. 

This is the bright side of this peculiar and brilliant 
metropolis. The shadows are supplied by Dion Chrysostom 

1 Cf. Ads xix. 40, and BCH i. 209. Mytilene owed its privileges, 
forfeited for a while by its adherence to Mithradates, first to the influence 
of Pompey's ancient Theophanes, who is almost deified in extant inscrip
tions of the city; afterwards to a mission of Crinagoras and Potamon, 

-to which I shall revert hereafter (below, p. 355). On Magnesia cr. 
BCHvi. 565. • xiv. 5, 13. 
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in the two curious Orations to tke Tarsians. We need hardly 
lay much stress on the strange lecture he gives them for their 
universal habit of snoring, which he says they do even 
when awake, 'whereas it is elsewhere exceptional even in 
sleepers, unless they be drunken or surfeited or lying in some 
awkward position.' 1 He rings the changes upon this 
shocking social vice through twenty pages. The really 
instructive picture is given in the next speech, which 
is an appeal to lay aside, first, their internal jealousies 
and discords j secondly, their hostility and contempt towards 
their lesser neighbours-Mallus in particular. There was 
discord among the various classes of citizens, the 1:ouncil 
against the assembly, the old against the young, all against 
the president, whose office seems to have been peculiarly 
thankless. Outside all these was a large number of inhabit
ants without franchise, though born of parents and even 
ancestors native in Tarsus, but apparently needy labourers, 
who could not produce the 500 drachmre necessary as a 
franchise qualification.2 These people were courted or 
contemned, according to the political exigencies of the 
moment. The orator shows that such conduct is unworthy 
of a civilised community with distinguished traditions j that 
the quarrels with neighbouring cities are really ridiculous. 
'Whether the JEgeans quarrel with you, or the Apameans 
with Antioch (in Pisidia), or the Smyrnreans with Ephesus, 
they are#all, as the proverb goes, contending for the ass's 
shadow. For the real power and presidency lies in other 
hands.'s 

These utterances of the' gxeat .lay preacher show 
us a population rich and prosperous, intellectual and 
cultivated, but with the vices of the Greek character un
extinguished in their hearts. It is quite plain that were 

1 ii. 12. 9 ii. 29. 8 ii. 37. 
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there not a Jupiter in their Olympus, careless perhaps and 
sleepy, easily imposed upon, and slow to wrath, but yet 
with the thunderbolt in his hands, and unapproachable in 
strength, we should have had over again the civil wars and 
strifes which had worn out the brilliant mother country, 

. till it passed through foreign domination to hopeless decay. 
In a future chapter I shall revert to this subject in con

nection with the administration of Pliny under Trajan. The 
permanence of these features will perhaps be thus better 
impressed upon the reader. But before I revert to the now 
deserted and forlorn mother country, it will be well to give 
from our two authors a picture of the two greatest centres 
of Hellenism outside Asia Minor-Rhodes and Alexandria. 

The account of Rhodes given by Strabo labours, I think, 
under the same disadvantage as his account of Athens.· I 
can find no trace of any personal observations in his 
description, and I cannot but suspect that he never visited 
the island. He says that the Colossus was still lying broken 
upon the ground, and he mentions the pictures of Protogenes 
-the lalysos and the Resting Satyr. He says that the 
fortifications, the harbours, the streets, and other appoint
ments, are such that he can mention no equal, not to say 
superior, in the world. But there is not a word that he 
might not h&~ copied from any of a dozen books, or heard 
from any trav·ller.1 The very diffuse oration of Dion (xxxi) 
is a far morc valuable source. The orator indeed applies 
himself throu! hout to one argument-his censure of the 
disgraceful hab)t of erasing the inscriptions on old statues, 
and re-dedicating

l 
them to Roman legates. But in the course 

of his varied reasonings on so very obvious a matter, he 
mentions a great many interesting particulars about this 
famous city. 

1 Strabo, xiv. 2, § 5 sq. 
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He tells us that it was almost· the only remaining Asiatic 
city where. any fortifications remained; those of the rest 
having fallen into decay by reason of the prevailing peace 
and slavery. He says that the Rhodian walls were indeed 
no longer tested by enemies, but kept up by the taste of the 
citizens, as a sign of former greatness as well as of present 
affluence. l This wealth he asserts to be undoubtedly 
greater than that of any Greek city-I suppose in Hellas or 
Asia Minor, and he regards it as. the direct result not only 
of their energy and good government, but more especially 

·of that commercial honesty for which they,had long been 
celebrated in Greece.2 More especially i.p the dreadful 
times of the last Roman civil war, when the city was 
captured by Cassius, and nothing left to the inhabitants but 
their houses, they showed after his plunder and exactions an 
example of mercantile honour unique in that part of the 

. world. Augustus thought to relieve the excessive distress 
of the easter!). provinces by permitting an abolition of 
debts.s While the other cities gladly accepted this sup
posed boon, the Rhodians steadily refused it, knowing 
that .credit abroad was far more valuable than immediate 
profit' at home. So they recovered their prosperity, and 
being now relieved of all expense as regards their navy or 
war preparations, possessing merely a couple of open men
of-war to bring their officials to Corinth, they had perhaps 
ampler resources than ever for the remaining duties of a 
leading Greek city-their internal administration, their 
public honours to' distinguished friends, their philosophic 

1 i. 387. Let me add from Plutarch ("..p! rpiIl.O".XovTta.r, 5): Strat
onicus used to ridicule the extravagance of the Rhodians, saying 
that they built as if they were immortal, but ate as if they were creatures, 
ofa day. ' 

~2 Cf. my Greek Lift and l'lzOZlght, p. 333. 
S Dion, i. 367, 80.., ".a .. ,v 1660'1/ TO" t~wO.v 'XP.wv 4rp ... ,r. 
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schools, and their yearly feasts. This made Rhodes a 
favourite resort for many strangers, especially Romans, all 
of whom were subdued and improved in manners by the 
strict, chaste, cultivated tone of the citizens, the order and 
sobriety of the thoroughfares, the artistic beauty of the 
temples and public monuments.l 

The number ofthese last was quite extraordinary now, at 
the end of the first century j for while Roman emperors and 
generals had long indulged in' the habit of plundering 
Greek cities to adorn palaces and temples at Rome, by 
some extraordinary good fortune Rhodes had escaped. 
Nay, even Nero, who was so ruthless about this as not to 
refrain from the monuments of Olympia and Delphi-the 
holiest of shrines, and who even carried off most of the 
statues on the Acropolis of Athens, as well as many from 
Pergamum (which he considered his private property), not 
only left the Rhodians unplundered, but when his art-agent 
Acratus came round to that city and the citizens were natur
ally in dismay, this man, who had searched and plundered 
every village in the civilised world, astonished them by 
saying that he only came to see the place, from which 
he had no permission to remove anything. t But the 
Rhodians, whose own laws as regards the defacing of a 
statue or inscription, the stealing of a spear or tripod from 
a statue's hand, were stringent unto death, were now so 

.degraded by the slavery of former days that they thought 
it necessary to honour not only every emperor but every 

1 That this was no mere rhetorical Battery appears from the fact 
that Dian brings it out again in his lecture to the Alexandrians, with 
whom he contrasts the Rhodians most favourably: me 'Po6lo11f iY'f~ 
IIPTllf o~ ~~ fenTllr b i1l.uO<pLt,. Kill periJ. ... d6tJr d6dllr, d1l1liJ. ","p' 
IKEivoLS oi1re Til 6pa.p.e'" I" Tjj d1l.. /lOKe. piTp'ov, d1l1liJ. KaJ TWV lb",,, 
I", ... }.>tn-o"," TGif ElKjj {l1l61folHTl. And on this he comments at length. 

• i. 394-
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Roman prretor; and for this purpose their president 
(CTTparqyos) would simply order the inscription under 
some old statue to be erased, and a new dedication to be 
inscribed This latter was also done in the case of ancient 
.statues not named, as having been set up to gods or to 
heroes too well known for description.1 In such cases it 
was actually sacrilegious. But it was at least ridiculous in 
the case of mere portrait statues, when some old man was 
presented not only with a statue but with youth, a weak 
man with great muscles, when a sybarite who always went in 
his litter stood forth in bronze as a boxer in the Rhodian 
streets. . And as actors successively undertook various parts, 
so these statues played various characters in tum, uIJdoing 
the reputation of the city for gratitude and for an honourable 
adherence to its old decrees. 
. The orator's argument shows, I think, rather a disregard 

of very old statues than any graver vice. lI And yet Rhodian 
language, Rhodian eloquence, Rhodian manners, were all 
redolent of antiquity, and represented the most conservative 
society in the Greek world at this time. 

We turn to the vastly different city of Alexandria, 
described in the very next speech of Dion (xxxii), but also 
visited by Strabo, who here as usual leaves us in no doubt, 
when he has anything personal to tell us, of his actual 
visit. Still his description is but sketchy and partial, and 
makes us long that we had even such a traveller as Pausanias 
to give us ~is impressions. Unfortunately what is very well 

1 Philo (Legat. in Caium, § 20) describes the mob of Alexandria 
hurrying an old battered bronze equestrian statue from the gymnasium, 
and setting it up in the principal synagogue as a statue of Caligula. It 
had been dedicated by the first Cleopatra. 

s P.347. He hints very plainly that most people now thought all 
the various gods really modifications of the same Being, so that a change 
of dedication, if confined to gods, was of little import. 
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known is often least talked about in any' book intended 
for contemporaries, and many interesting and important 
things in every age are passe~ over in silence by those who 
spend time and labour upon obscure and trifling oddities. 
There is not a step in our inquiry into social life where we 
have not this very inconvenient fact suggested by our 
constant perplexities. Let us tum then to the account of 
Strabo, l from which I cull various details not strictly 
Hellenistic, to give the reader an impression of what a 
cultivated tourist at this time thought worthy of notice. 

There is something curiously modem about his travels 
in this land of wonders. There was of course a vast 
number of splendid buildings and tombs which have now 
disappeared, and there were still large and populous cities 
on the site of Memphis and at Ptolemais in the Thebaid. 
But taking Cairo now to represent the former, there was 
perhaps only one more large city in Egypt then than now, 
and the account 'he gives of Thebes, inhabited in separate 
villages (KwJL'18&v), with only its ruined temples to tell of its 
ancient splendour, might almost be written by any of the 
tourists who now visit Luxor. He was in the train of 
lElius Gallus, the Roman prefect, and mentions how with a 
large retinue they went to hear the music of the statue of 
Memnon. At dawn he indeed heard the sound, but will 
not affirm that it really proceeded from the statue; he 
evidently thinks it was produced by some of the many natives 
or priests who were crowding round the feet and had even 
climbed up on its knees. As is now settled by the researches 
of Letronne,! it was the earthquake of 27 B.C. which broke 
the statue, and exposed the heart of the stone to the air
a cause sufficient to produce a crackling sound upon sudden 
changes of temperature. The many inscriptions-Latin 

1 xvii. I, § 6 ''I' • La Statue 'lJlKale tk Mtnltlon. 
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and Gr~ek-of tourists who say they did, or did not, hear 
the sound, reach down to the days of Septimius Severus, 
who repaired the broken part with rude masonry, and 
silenced for ever the mysterious voice. -

This was' the sort of thing Strabo and his Roman 
patron went to see. They watched the feeding of the 
sacred crocodiles, whose mouths were pulled open by the 
attendants, and their food stuffed in, and he tells of a 
similar exhibition of crocodiles at Rome. He notes that 
the Egyptian priests had forgotten all their knowledge, 
and ridicules one Ch::eremon,l who was with them at Heli
opolis, and who pretended to interpret the hieroglyphics. 
He is very explicit on the labyrinth, and lake Mreris, which 
lire now gone, but at Aswan and Phil::e he saw hardly 
more than we see, and was most interested by the natives 
shooting the cataracts in their boats, which they then did, 
as they now do, for money. But when he says that on 
the drive from Aswan to Phil::e he saw pieces of diorite 
lying about, he is hardly to be believed, for he makes 
the wonderful statement that the third pyramid-that of 
Menkara, which we still see covered with slabs of red 
granite from Syene, was made of black diorite! Nor does he 
mention the great sphinx at all, though he comments on 
avenues of sphinxes at Memphis, partly covered up with 
sand. . He describes the population as we now should, a 
very industrious and numerous peasantry, bringing up all 
their children (instead of exposing them), but wholly un
warlike, inasmuch as nine cohorts of Roman infantry, with 
a few troops of cavalry, were perfectly able to keep the 

1 Not to be confounded with the Chreremon who was Librarian at 
Alexandria till 40 A.D., when he went to Rome as tutor to Nero. He 
was . aIso a I'PlYYpa.p.p.l1:r.vs, and really understood the hieroglyphics, 
as we may infer from his fragments in Millier's FHG vol. iii. (cf. 
aiso BCH i. 122). 

R 
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country quiet. Of these one-third was on the southern 
frontier (Syene), one third was required for Alexandria 
alone. For the rest of Egypt, as Dion says, 1 was a mere 
body provided for Alexandria to use, or rather a mere 
appendage to it. 

I have given in a former volume 2 the details known to us 
about this great city in earlier _days; what is now to be 
_added should be compared with what I have there said, 
and need not here repeat The government of the city, 
as indeed of all Egypt, had hardly been altered by the 
Romans. The Lord-Lieutenant of Augustus controlled 
the old Ptolemaic officers, who in their turn controlled the 
native officers, found by Ptolemy in- the old native system of 
government, which he did not change in any important 
principle. The city had from the outset been peopled with 
many races, and nevertheless preserved a very constant and 
peculiar character, though we are told that the Greek ele
ment had been almost exterminated by the seventh Ptolemy, 
and though we may be sure that the Macedonian element 
now gave little but its ancient and once glorious name to 
the dominant classes. The Jews had no doubt increased 
in number and importa~ce here and all through Egypt.8 

We must also never forget the strange power possessed by 

1 'iJ "ta.p At"tlnl"Tor, T'7/lIlKoiiToJl tUllor, "wp.a. Tijr ,,6l1ewr iITTI, p.a.lIl1oJl a~ 
"POfTU.qKf/ (i. 412). 

I Greek Lift and Tkought, p. 160 sqq.-
8 Strabo says that the papyrus growers of the Delta were in his day 

emulating the Jewish policy of limiting the culture of balm in Gilead, 
that the price might increase and a monopoly be created; and here he 
suggests the beginning of that regrettable neglect or mismanagement, 
which permitted the total disappearance of this precious product from 
the land of Egypt. The only papyrus now growing wild in any country 
known to me is that in the Anapus near Syracuse. But both lotus and 
papyrus, and the great Egyptian bean from which the natives made 
cups, seem gone for ever from the Delta. 
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every land, especially so peculiarly uniform and unchangeable 
a land as Egypt, of assimilating foreigners by making their 
children gradually conform to the national type. Of this we 
have signal examples in the assimilation of hordes of Slavs 
and Albanians into the Greek people; in the assimilation of 
hordes of northmen and English settlers into the Irish type. 
Thus though the language of Alexandria was principally 
Greek, though all the foundations of the Ptolemies were 
professedly Greek (and it is noted as remarkable in 
Cleopatra that she could even speak the old Egyptian 
language),nevertheless the city and. its population became 
gradually less and less Hellenistic, and reverted to the Egyp
tian, or to an Jj:gyptian type. There was a certain orgiastic 
uncontrolled love of noisy and reckless pleasure, especially in 
feasts and competitions, combined with fierce superstition 

. and strong faith in the supernatural quite foreign to Greek 
character. 1 There was bound up with much bonhomie, with 

, much love or" sarcasm and ridicule, with much levity under 
injustice and oppression, a. vein of iron determination to 
resist at a certain point, of horrible cruelty in wreaking 
revenge, which is only to be paralleled in very few cities, 
ancient or modern. The Alexandrian love of pleasure was 
not keener than their love of business; their immorality 
not more shocking than their superstition; their barbarism 
not more pronounced than their culture-a strange public, 
sometimes deadly to play with, sometimes easy to oppress, 
with a temper never safe to forecast, and at times as 
resolute in resistance as if they had been all Jews or 
Carthaginians. 

1 There seems, therefore, to be truth in ,the expression of Philo (Leg. 
§ 18), who calls them <I' A1I.el;a.v8pewv fJ.e"(iJ.s Ka.! ITvp:rret/>0(Y1lp.lvos Sx1l.os, and 
accuses them. indiscriminately of beast worship. (§ io sub. fin.), though 
this is the testimony of a bitter hater of the Greeks as enemies of his 
own nation. 
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In the myriad quarrels of their own Ptolemaic dynasty 
they always took a strong and even violent, though not 
always a consistent part i when the Romans succeeded 
to the dominion we find the Alexandrians in every case 
siding with the East against the West-with Pompey, the 
hero of the East, against Cresar; with Antony, who made 
himself one with their fascinating queen and her interests, 
against Augustus. Nowhere did the great Julius meet so 
obstinate and dangerous a national resistance j and though 
Augustus encountered no such difficulties upon his arrival 
in pursuit of Antony, he marked his successful landing and 
defeat of the national party by founding another Nicopolis 
close to Alexandria, as he had done near the promontory of 
Actium. The jealous care with which the emperor excluded 
all important senators from Egypt, and kept it a close 
domain under his own immediate servants, must have 
arisen from what he saw of the dangers of Alexandria 
and its terrible mob j for everybody must have told him 
how completely pacific and docile was the population of the 
rest of Egypt. Since the ruin of Thebes, in the days of 
Auletes, we never hear of an internal disturbance. Nor can 
the modern traveller conceive such a thing possible. The 
Fellahs are, indeed, to use the words of Plautus, palienlis
simum genus homi"'um.1 But not so the ancient Alexan
drians. The great series of palaces built by successive 
Ptolemies which Strabo saw, the dockyards, the arsenals, 
were indeed empty; but the parks and colonnades, the 

1 Unless they were inhabitants of the three or four Greek cities in 
Egypt they could never attain the freedom of Alexandria. Unless they had 
obtruned this latter privilege they were considered ineligible for Roman 
citizenship by the emperors. This appears from an interesting corre· 
spondence between Trajan and Pliny concerning a certain Harpocras, 
whom the emperor, at Pliny's instance, had ignorantly made a Roman 
citizen in violation of this rule (cr. Plio. Epp. v.-viii. ad Traja,IU",). 
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gymnasia and temples with their grounds, the &mQ with 
its Alexander, now cased in glass instead of gold,· the 
Museum with its Fellows meeting in the common hall-all 
these Hellenistic features remained intact. Its streets were 
full of life, of business, and pleasure, and it ranked without 
question as the second city of the world both to Strabo and 
to Dion.l 

Dion begins his very severe lecture or sermon to the 
Alexandrians by describing their extraordinary frivolity, 
their devotion to sport and laughter, their complete want 
of seriousness. Yet we know that in the first trading 
city of the East there must have been many diligent and 
serious people, not to mention the professors and students 
at the Museum. But through the whole of the speech he 
never directly mentions these richly-endowed college dons 
either for good or evil. Naturally the itinerant preacher in 
his worn cloak, whose presence was mean and his speech 
nothing el.-traordinary,1I would feel a certain jealousy or 
dislike for these endowed officials. The following passage S 

seems to me to do more than ignore them. He is asking 
his audience not to interrupt him, or call out impatiently: 
when will the juggler (or sollie other worthless amusement) 
begin: • For these you have always with you, and there is 
no fear of their failing you, but such discourses as will profit 
the city, and make men wiser and better, you seldom hear 
-I will not say never. This indeed is not your fault, as 
you will show by listening to me to-day j it rather lies with 
the so-called philosophers j for some of them never go near 
the public, and will not make the venture, perhaps despair-

I Cf. Dion, OmIt. i. 412. 

I I-yW U 4I9po1rOt oM«r oMa.ph(JOI i. "'P'fJ-t., ~.s).." ,,+r- 40... i,atls 
.. >tn ""p.. hipov ~as (i. 407). Yet elsewhere he confesses 
that he was called tlu "iglltli'gale of sojllists. 

a P.40 2. 
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ing of improving the Cf{)Wd, while those in the so-called 
public lecture rooms make a mere display of voice (<pwvao-
KOVa-IV), admitting only hearers bound by fixed conditions 
and tame to their hand. But of those called Cynics there 
is no small number in the city, an influx of them having 
taken place as of other things-men who have no know
ledge, not even of the most' vulgar kind, 'but merely seek 
a living j these in the crossways' and lanes and gateways of 
temples collect and impose upon children and sailors and 
such like with jokes and buffoonery and answering riddles. 
Wherefore these people instead of good do the greatest 
harm, teaching the thoughtless to despise philosophers, as 
if one were to teach children to despise their masters. But 
of.those who come before you as educated men, some make 
oratorical displays, and some compose poems which they 
sing to you, knowing that you love music. If these people 
pose as rhetors or poets it does no harm, but if they 
pose as philosophers, for the' sake of lucre and vainglory, 
and not for your benefit, then they are indeed mischievous. 
It is as if a physician called in to see the, sick were to 
disregard their symptoms and bring them garlands, and 
courtesans, and unguents.' 

I suppose that at the opening of this passage he must 
have had the professors of the Museum in his mind. 
His main object is, however, to contrast himself not with 
these, but with those other itinerant teachers, who were, as 
I have elsewhere remarked, like the begging Franciscan 
monks in the Europe of the last century.l The crowd 
which they addressed included women and children, for 
these, as was remarked by observers two centuries earlier, 
were constantly in the streets, and added vastly to any 
public disturbance. The whole town lived, Dion says, for ex-

1 Greek Lift and T!zought. p. 373-
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citement, and when the manifestation of the god (Apis) took 
place all Alexandria went fairly mad .with concerts- and 
horse-races. When doing their ordinary work they were 
apparently sane, but the instant they entered -the theatre or 
the race·course they appeared as if poisoned by some intoxi
cating drug, so that they no longer knew or cared what they 
said or did And this was the case even with women and 
children, so that when _ the show was over, and the first 
madness past, all the streets and byways were seething with 

. excitement for days,like the swell after a storm. The 
strange point is that Persians and Bactrians, who must 
ride for the sake of their liberty or their wars, have no 
such madness; but the Alexandrians; who never ride or 
touch a horse, go mad over races, like lame men contending 
about foot·races. 

All this reminds us strongly of the similar mania 
in Byzantium when the Blues and the Greens were imp 
portant factors in state revolutions and successions. 1 The 
same unmannerly excitement took place when they went to 
hear singers or actors, the whole audience hanging upon 
their words or notes, as if felicity were acquired through the 
ears, and caIling some wretched professional their god and 
saviour because he satisfied their craving. It is curious 
that all this excitement was derived from singing with the 
cithara, not the flute, for accompaniment. What would 
have happened had this more exciting instrument been used 
it is hard to say. 

For the humours of this maddened crowd often proceeded 
to murder, and no one who thwarted them for a moment 

1 cr. Mr. Bury's Later Roman Empire, i. 338. In Suetonius 
(Caligula, 55) the prasina faclio already appears; and (Nel'o, 22) 
'fJuermtibus dominis factionum.' Mr. L. C. Purser gives me as even 
earlier instances Pliny, H. N; vii. 186 (perhaps 20 B. c.). and Ovid, Am. 
iii. 2, 76. 
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was safe. _ I spoke in a former chapter of the Roman who 
was 'lynched' because he killed a cat. The same thing 
would no doubt have happened a century later, for 
J uvenal tells of the atrocities which occurred in a local 
quarrel between Ombi and Tentyra ·(Satir. xv.), and the 
pi<;ture of that Roman Swift cannot be wholly imaginary. 
Dion, indeed, admits particularly (p. 404) the very religious 
character of the people. But he tells them plainly that 

. while their religion consists in violent emotions, in miracles, 
in omens, in strange providences, in a multiplicity of gods, 
true religion consists in rational views, in ordinary provi
dence, in the conduct of everyday life; not in madness and 
in mystery. The deeper religion of the day must be 
reserved for another place, and so must the opposition 
between the Jewish and the Hellenistic spirit, which was 
so prominent in Alexandria. 

There is but one common feature belonging to the two 
cities we have contrasted-their political insignificance. To 
the Rhodians the orator I;an hold out no higher ambition 
than the giving of splendid feasts, which (like the Exhibitions 
in our capitals) would bring together visitors, and spread the 
popularity of the city, and thus its wealth and social influence. 
To the Alexandrians the highest hope he protends is a 
possible visit from the emperor himself, if he hears of their 
good conduct.} We know from Philo that they had been 
grievously disappointed by the death of Caligula, who had 
determined upon a state visit of this kind. Yet when 
Hadrian came, a generation later, the result was not mutual 
satisfaction, but estrangement. 

1 i. 398, 433. 



CHAPTER XII 

THE CONDITION OF GREECE FROM AUGUSTUS TO VESPASIAN 

-THE HELLENISM OF THE EARLY EMPERORS 

WE come back to the true home of Greek life, the inmost 
hearth from which the sacred fire of Greek culture has often 
been carried with such copious hands as to leave scarce. a 
spark to illumine the· old country. Yet over and over again, 
after brilliant centuries of Asiatic or western Hellenedom 
or Hellenism, the old rough nurse of liberty, of art, and of 
refinement has reasserted her pre-eminence and proved 
that no other la~d can ever appropriate her title to be the 
foster-mother, if not the mother, of European culture. 

Were we to trust implicitly the eloquence of Dion ad
dressed to the Rhodians, this decadence of Greece had 
reached its nadir in his day. He refuses to. take the ex
ample of Athens as any precedent: 'Athens, which has hailed 
as Olympian some nobody, not even a born citizen, but a 
Phrenician, and not even from Tyre and Sidon, but from 
some inland village; which has not only set up in bronze, 
but beside Menander, some cheap poet, who exhibited here 
before you. This may well be cited in.pity for the condi
tion into which the whilome leaders of the Greeks have now' 
fallen.' 1 . And again: 'Formerly the reputation of Greece 

1 i. 383. 
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was sustained by many-the Athenians, Spartans, Thebans, 
nay, Corinthians and Argives in tum. But now they are 
all gone-some actually destroyed, while others are dis
graced by the acts you hear ot; and are ruining their ancient 
fame, thinking this a luxury, poor souls, and a gain, if no one 
prevents them from degrading themselves. So far as these 
are concerned, there is no reason that the Greeks were not 
long since below the level of Phrygians and Thracians. There 
is nothing but the stones and the ruins of their buildings 
to show the old splendour of Greece, since even the M ysians 
would repudiate the present inhabitants and politicians as 
their descendants. Hence it is that I even consider the 
totally destroyed cities as the most fortunate, since our 
memories of them at least are safe and not soiled by recent 
events; for is it not better that the bodies of the dead 
should be buried out of our sight than that they should 
putrefy before our eyes? ' 1 And with this agrees the letter 
of Apollonius of Tyana, in which he writes to the Museum 
of Alexandria: 'I have become barbarised, not by staying 
away from, but by staying in, Greece.'! In estimating these 
texts we must, however, make considerable allowance for 
the desire at the moment to extol Rhodes, and indeed 
Asiatic Hellenism, at the expense of the ancient capitals of 
Hellenic life. 

For there is considerable reason to think that the days 
of Dion were by no means the worst which Greece had 
seen, but that a considerable revival had taken place since 
its complete exhaustion after the great civil wars with their 
terrible requisitions upon life and property. It is true, and 
very remarkable, that Asia Minor revived, and recovered her 

J i. 397. 
I E/,!. J4.-4{Jap{J4~ ~ xPUII "" 4~' 'E'-'''&", clU4 xP"",,:, 

I. 'EUci&c. 
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commercial prosperity with promptitude and lasting success, 
whereas that of Greece can hardly ever be called flourishing 
again till the trade in silk and in . currants made some stir 
in Justinian's time. Still there were always certain articles 
of export which, in other days and with other habits, would 
have employed much industry. Horses from the now ex
tended pastures of the depopulated country, oil from other 
provinces as well as Attica, honey from the slopes of Mount 
Hymettus, were always prized. Far. more profitable to 
labour was the production-no longer as a fine art, but as 
a trade-of statues at Athens and elsewhere for the. adorn
ment of Asiatic and Italian temples; 1 so were the famous 
marble quarries of the Cyclades, which seem, however, like 
the gold and silver. mines, to have been often a monopoly 
of the Roman fiscus, and thus less productive than might 
be expected.2 

But the effect of this trade is only seen in scattered and 
special localities, such as Corinth, Patrre, Tithorea, and 
Hypata; the last two described by Plutarch sand Apuleius 
(if we can believe him) as flourishing, evidently owing to 
recent and special causes. In most parts of Greece landed 
property had passed into the hands of large proprietors; the 
Lalifundia, which had long since destroyed the yeomanry 
of Italy, had done the same in the Hellenic peninsula; the 
general influx of the pauper rural population into the towns, 

1 Cf. the curious chapter in Philostratus (Vita Apoll. v. 20). Pluto 
arch tells us (Life of Publicola, 17) that the pillars for the. restored 
Capitol under Domitian were made at Athens of Pentelic marble, and of 
admirable proportions, but were spoilt by repolishing at Rome, which 
made them too slight for their height. 

S Prince Victor of Hohenlohe, who has tried several specimens of 
Parian marble for his statues, tells me that the old Greeks seem to have 
exhausted the sound parts of that quarry. AIl the pieces brought to 
him had cracks or flaws, which made them useless. 

8 Sylla, I S. and the opening of the Meta11lorpkoses of Apuleius. 
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upon which I wrote in a former volume,l had increased the 
evil; and we now find a population which appears to do no
thing but assemble in sham political unions, or attend publi~ 
feasts and games, to enjoy the amusements provided for them 
by the liberality either of the State or of wealthy individuals, 
to pass resolutions and decrees of gratitude and of deifica
tion to those who satisfied their sordid wants, and occasion
ally to riot for amusement or some trivial cause of offence .. 

The oniy serious disputes of this age seem to be about 
boundaries of territory, and yet each such dispute of 
which we hear seems to have occupied years of litigation and 
arbitration. Such was a dispute between the community of 
Daulis and one of its ricn citizens as to the boundaries 
of an estate he had acquired, as it bordered on or in
vaded the public land of the commune.2 But what was this 
quarrel of perhaps ten years, which we could easily match 
with a chancery suit, compared with the ancient feud 
between Sparta and Messene, which took the form of a 
claim of both for the ager Denlhelia/es on the west slope of 
Taygetus? After many decisions and reversals of decisions 
the affair was apparently settled by Tiberius and the Senate, 
after hearing all the claims and counterclaims since the first 
Messenian war, in favour of Messene.8 A very similar case 
between Delphi on the one hand and Amphissa and Anticyra 

1 Greek Lift and Thought, p. 326 sq. 
• Cf. Hertzberg, ii. 152, who gives the details from an inscription in 

Boeckh's CIG No. 1739. Other cases in S. Reinach's Epigraphic, p. 44· 
a Tac. Ann. iv. 43. Cf. the other evidence cited by Hertzberg (ii. 

31 sq.) Since his book appeared there have been found eight coins of 
Thuria in that district marked AA, which indicate that the dispute was 
not even then over (in Trajan's time), but had recently been again 
settled by reverting to the decision of Augustus in favour of Sparta, to 
which Pausanias (in the second century) refers-so interminable was this 
dispute. Cf. the article byWeiJ in lIfDIvii. 211 sq., who also cites a dis
pute at Delphi settled in the same reign by Nigrinus (CIL iii. No. 567). 
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on the other only went back some 250 years to the settle
ment of M. Acilius Glabrio in 191 B.C., and was decided, 
after careful examination of the boundaries, by a legate of 
Claudius.l 

The whole impression produced by the life of Greece 
during the .first two generations of this century is so curiously 
empty and vapid-idyllic is Hertzberg's strange epithet
that I can only cite as a parallel in our modern Europe 
the monks of Mount Athos, whom I f~und living the same 
sort of existence,-attendirig with care and ceremony to 
feasts and fasts, maintaining with rigid conservatism the old 
traditions of their religion, but lost to all newer and more 
living interests; employed in perpetual litigation about their 
boundaries, waiting anxiously in their retirement for some 
new thing as a subject of gossip; agreeable, hospitable, 
dignified, trivial-a fossil society feeding upon its traditions, 
petrified beyond the hope of ·renovation or healthy growth. 
Indeed, if I had not seen and studied this now unique society 
I should feel wholly at a loss to co~prehend the picture of 
Greece which the many inscriptions and few authors of the 
period of Augustus have disclosed to us. 

H is hard to blame the policy of the emperors for this 
melancholy senility, though we may safely say that the 
enactments of Augustus were well adapted to maintain it; 
they were the enactments of a narrow and pedantic mind, 
unable to think out any large or serious remedies for the 
national decay, and yet, from a certain traditional respect 
for Greece, anxious to do what was possible to· amuse and 
satisfy the Greeks. The tyrannical establishment of Nico
polis to commemorate his victory, with its Actian games,2 

lOp. cit. ii. 44. and CIG No. 1711. 
2 The temple of Apollo at Actium had been the old sanctuary of the 

KOIV6v of Acarnania. 
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its amphictyony, its many privileges, was clearly an imita
tion of the old Hellenistic habit of copying Alexander, 
whom Augustus evidently considered his only rival in fame. 
The neighbouring lEtolia, Thessaly, and Acamania were de
populated for this purpose, and their old KOWa. abolished, 

. just as Tigranes had depopulated tracts of Asia Minor to 
ml his new capital Tigranocerta.1 For a generation or 
two this mushroom foundation outshone Athens, Argos, and 
the other venerable seats of Greek culture, and was rivaiIed 
only by the Roman Corinth and the hardly less Roman 
Patrre. The assembly or conclave of cities which met at 
Argos and passed shadowy resolutions and complimentary 
decrees, did perhaps less harm but no good. We cannot 
even imagine any serious Greeks satisfied with such a 
mockery of old republican institutions. 

For Augustus, though well instructed, like Julius Cresar, 
in Greek letters, though he interlarded his epistles and his 
talk with Greek phrases,2 perhaps in imitation of Cicero, 
was, like Cresar, a thorough Roman, who used the Greeks 
for his service and his amusements, but never dreamt of 
them as his social equals.8 

1 Above, p. 92, and Bcn x. 166. 
• Cf. the specimens quoted by Suetonius (Tiberius, 21 ; Claudius, 4), 

and the general account of his Greek education in Oclavian, 89. Ne 
Gnzcarum quidem disciplinarum kvilwe sludio lenebalur. In qui!Jus e/ 
ipsis pr(J!stabai largiter, magislro dicend; usus Apollodoro Pergamtno, 
quem jam grandem natu Apollon;am quoque sew", ab urbe jUvenis aa 
!uK ed_eral, deinde erudi/itJne etiam varia rplt/us per Arei philosopl" 
jiliorumque ejus Dionysi el Nicanorn (on/ube",ium j non taf/un ut aut 
loqueretur expedite aul componere aliquiJ auderel, nam si quid res 
exigerel, Latine formabal verlendumque alii dabaI. 

This last was the received practice of the Roman Senate, in their 
decrees concerning the Greek world, as I explained above. 

• I do not feel that this remark needs qualification from the story of 
Plutarch (Reip. gull. protc. 18), that he entered Alexandria holding the 
philosopher Areus by the hand, and telling the people that he spared 
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The same is true of Tiberius, whose very pedantic 
purism in rejecting every Greek word throughout all the 
solemn records of the Roman State shows clearly-how in
ferior he thought his Greek associates. I do not think we 
need be misled in either case by such distinct outings in the 
life of each as the assumption of Greek habits by Augustus 
at Puteoli and Naples, in return for the compliments of 
Alexandrian sailors, or the life of Tiberius at Rhodes, which 
became more decidedly Greek the more he wished to avoid 
the notice and the jealousy of Augustus.l It is hard to say 
anything certain about Caligula's notions, seeing that he 
was little better than a raving lunatic. But he seems to 
have felt that the worship of his own divinity and other 
ceremonies were -better performed by Greeks, and so im
ported from the province of Asia choristers for this purpose.! 

But after the dreadful interlude of Caligula's insanity we 
arrive with Claudius at quite a different condition of things. 
Claudius had lived most of his life in a private station, and was 
occupied, like every private gentleman of education at Rome, 
with Greek letters. He was too old to change his habits on 
the throne, and sat there as a literary, and therefore as the first 

the city for this his friend's sake. Nor do I lay the same stress that 
the Germans do upon the mission of Crinagoras, the Mytileruean, and 
its success owing to this man's intimacy with the imperial household, for 
he was probably the Greek tutor of Marcellus, and apparently a person 
of consequence at home, perhaps because of this very position. Cf. 
Cichorius's tract, Rum und Mylilene, and Rubensohn's edition of the 
Epigrams of Cr'inagoras. 

1 5uetonius says (OCltnJ. 98) of Augustus: lege poposi/a, ul Romani 
GrIECO, GrtZti Romano kalJilu et sermtme ulerentur, and that he spent 
days with the ephebi of Caprere. This passage by itself would assimilate 
Augustus as a Hellenist with Claudius and lead to serious mistakes. - 50 
also Tiber. II, 12. on Tiberius's life at Rhodes. When in great fear 
of Augustus's displeasure, redegit se, deposilo patrio kalJilu, ad pallium 
el crepidas. 

2 Jos. Antiqq. xix. I, § 14_ 
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Hellenistic, emperor. The favours he heaped upon Greece 
itself, the public use he made of Greek in the Senate house, 
the elevation of his Greek freedmen to the position of state 
ministers and privy couricillors, speak plainly of this change; 
and if we remember how the fashion of the Roman -court 
dominated the world, we shall date from this reign the first 
symptoms of recovery in Greece, the first steps towards that 
new and real fusion' of Greek and Roman life which cul
m~nated in the' removal of the seat of government from 
Rome to Byzantium. 

The Hellenism of Claudius was carried still further by Nero, 
whose hideous crimes and follies have almost all this foreign 
stamp about them. His exhibitions were Greek, his Neronia 
more Grt:eCO, l his expedition to the Olympian and other 
games, his plundering of art treasures, every vagary and out
rage of his almost incredible life, had this aspect. I think, 
therefore, the story told by Apollonius of Tyana 2 that in his 
day he found a "Roman governor at Corinth who knew no 
Greek and could not be understood by the people, so that his 
council sold justice and did what they liked, is either false or 
must be referred to some other reign. The pompous de
claration of the freedom of all the Greeks at the Isthmian 
games of 67 A.D. seems to have been purely mischievous. 
The actual text has recently been discovered on an inscrip
tion at Acrrephire in Breotia, and published by M. Holleaux 
in the Bulletin de Corresjondancc hellCnirJue for 1888. I 
here give this curious text. 

The emperor Cresar says: 'Desiring to requite the m,ost 
noble HeHas for her goodwill towards me, and her piety, I 
invite as many as possible from this province to be present 
at Corinth the 4th day before the Calends of December.' 

1 Cf. the whole account in Tacitus, AmI. xiv. 14 sq. 
2 In Philostratus's Lift, v. 36. 
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When the multitude assembled in the ecc!esi'a he ad
dressed them at follows: 

C With an unexpected gift, men of HeIIas, do I favour 
you, even though nothing be .surprising from my generosity 
-a gift such as ye would not even ask. Do ye now, all 
Greeks who inhabit Achrea and what was hitherto called 
Peloponnesus, receive liberty free of all tribute, a thing which 
not even in your most prosperous days did all of you enjoy, 
for ye were slaves either to foreigners or to one another. 
Would that I might have granted this gift when Hellas was 
in her strength, in order that many more might enjoy my 
favour; wherefore lowe Time a grudge, as it has forestalled 
me in taking from. the greatness of this boon. But now 
not through pity but through goodwill do I benefit 'you, 
and requite your gods, whose good Providence I have' ex
perienced both by land and sea, in that they vouchsafed me 
to do so great a good woI;k. For other rulers have' freed 
cities: -Nero has freed a whole province.' 1 

This harangue speaks plainly enough the vanity and 
folly of its authpr. There are traces, in the scanty ,evidence 
which remains, that local feuds and violences broke out 
immediately upon the recovery of this autonomy. Moreover 
it fostered even in respectable Greeks false hopes, and when 
the prudent Vespasian interfered, and restored the order 
which was necessary to sound administration, he caused un
reasonable discontent. The ostentatious clemency of Nero. 
did not prevent his ruthlessly invading the sacred Alti's of 
Olympia by building a palace for himself and a new entrance 
to the enclosure, as has been shown by recent excavations.2 

1 Then follows an honorary decree, proposed by Epaminondas, 
to whom we shall presently revert. The text is quite complete, save 
that the name of Nero has been carefully erased in all but two places 
on the stone (cf. Of. cit. p. SIO sq., and Appendix A,for the Greek text). 

2 Cf. Dorpfeld in MDlxiii. 331. 
S 
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. I repeat, then, that Hellenistic fashions maintained by 
two successive despots of the world and lasting for a whole 
generation~nearly thirty years-moulded all the courtiers, 
all the officials, all the soldiers who sought high place, 
into the once despised culture. Even the rude Sabine 
Vespasian, who had been obliged to accompany Nero to 
his performances, and had not been able to conceal his 
ennui, yet betrayed by his recreations, when an emperor, 
that he had studied Greek in a manner new and strange for 
a bluff Roman soldier, and his sons were distinctly of the 
Neronian not of the older Roman type. I say this of 
Vespasian's recreations, for his serious measures were of a 
different kind-first, his abolishing the so-called liberties of 
all the Greek lands round the Levant and reducing them 
to provinces; 1 socondly, his governmental endowment of 
professors.2 

. The Capitoline games, established by Domitian, show 
plainly how this ruler conceived the relation of Rome to 
Greek culture. For the. whole account of Suetonius shows 
us the Greek complexion of the feast. It was threefold-
1tlllsimm, e'luestre, gymnicum. There were prose (recitation) 
contestS in Greek and Latin; there were chorocitharis/te and 
psilocitharis/te. He presided in thoroughly Greek dress
crepidatus, purpurea'lue amic/us toga Grtecanica. I quote 
this passage because the historian afterwards 9 says that. he 
neglected higher studies at the opening of his reign, except 

1 Suet. Vesp. 8. 
I Ibid. 18. Primus ~ jisco Lalillis GrlEds'!ue rMloriblJs annua em: 

Ima consliluit; plEslanles poelas, nee non artifices insip.i eonp'ario 
magnaque mereede donavil. On his amusements, ibid. 23, ulebalttr 
versibus GrlEds lempesliv. salis, with specimens which justify Suetonius's 
previous remark: Eral enim dicacilalis plttrimlE, el sic sNlmlis el 
sordid IE, u/ ne plElexlalis '!uidem verbis obslinere/. 

I Domil,'an, 4, 20 •• 
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that he repaired very carefuily the loss of Roman libraries 
by fire; for he sent to Alexandria and had new copies of 
the lost books supplied 

This "brief review justifies what I said above, that the 
-st generation of this century was the lowest moment for 
~ce, the moment at which it was most neglected and 

<,,1sed, and that with Claudius began the period of its 
revival, which culminated with Hadrian. Even Trajan, who 
spent his life in wars, affected or felt such an admiration 
for the Greek Dion, that he took the rhetor publicly about 
in his chariot, though he naively declared that he could 
not understand one word of Dion's talk in philosophy. " 

But, as I have already said, we are strangely ill-supplied 
with Greek authors of this time, while at its close Dion, 
Plutarch, and in Latin Apuleius spring up to tell us 
many things about the social" and intellectual condition of 
Greek-speaking people. Still the seeds were germinating' 
which produced the phil-Hellenism of Hadrian. Not that 
there were wanting rich men and powerful men in Greece. 
We hear of the Spartan Eurycles, the intimate of Herod 
and, like him, a sort of dynast ~equeathing his power, who 
was even connected with some of the direst tragedies in 
that tyrant's life. For if we are to credit Josephus 1 it was 
Eurycles who fomented the suspicions of Herod against his 
sons and caused their execution. At home he was not only 
rich and powerful, but owned the island of Cythera, arid 
spent large sums on public buildings and on the establish
ment of games at Sparta.2 " We hear also of a new Epami-

1 A.Uiqq. Jud. xvi. 10, § I. 

S CIG Nos. 1378, 1389 mention games called Euryclda in Sparta, 
and speak of their profits to the city (cf. Hertzberg, i. 523). As 
these Eurycleia are coupled with 'the great Cresarian games' at Sparta, 
and 1 as qother inscription (at Mistra, CIG No. 1299) tells us of 
AgrifpeasttZ, a guild in honour of Agrippa, we may conclude this Eury-
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nondas, whose benefactions to his country were very different 
from those of his great namesake, but not, I fear, the less 
suited to the tilTIes in wh.ich he lived. He is lauded in 
extant inscriptions for having represented Breotia in the 
embassy of congratulation to Caligula (37 A.D.), and also 
for defraying all the expenses of a great public festival 
at Ptoon, at which he provided feasting for the Breotian 
public, in addition to prizes for artists and athletes.l 

Such texts occur in every collection j they are found upon 
every site, and force upon us two questions: First, How is 
it that the Greeks seem never tired not only of attending 
the existing festivals, but of establishing new contests? 
There appears to have been quite a traffic in embassies 
going from one city to another, inviting each /(olV~V to 
acknowledge a new or newly-organised festival in various 

cles. to have been a friend of the Romans and popular with them like 
Herod. Cf. the article on Eurycles and his son, J. Cresar Lacon, by 
R. Weil, in Mittk. rieutSCR. Instit. (M.DI) vi. II sq. It is here shown 
that Eurycles was a far more important man than Josephus would lea<l 
us to suspect. The author even calls Josephus's account a caricature. 
Eurycles was the man wbo pursued Antony so ostentatiously after the 
battle of Actium (Plut. Ant; 67). His public buildings are mentioned 
by Pausanias (ii. 3, 5; iii. 14, 6). His Eurycleia and their cost are 
referred to in Wescher, Insc,.. tie .Delpkes, P.436. We hear of his having 
influence in Cappadocia also, so: that this dynast reminds us in many 
ways of Herod, and his wide connections with the Hellenistic world. 

1 The details are given by Hertzberg (ii. 64) from the long inscrip
tion CIG No. 1625, and from Keil's studies of Breotian inscriptions. 
Other similar cases of be lauding citizens for undertaking showy embassies 
to Rome, for establishing feasts, for squandering money in presents to 
the idle populace, are quite common (cf. oj, cit. ii. 202, 203), Hertz
berg notes that after the pompous laudations of Epaminondas for useless 
squandering, his reopening of the old drains to lower the Copaic Lake, 
a really useful public work, is hurried over with the briefest mention. 
There is now a more complete copy of the inscription in BCn xii. 
309. He brought back from Caligula 6.7rdKP'p4 7rpbr Ta Uvor 7r6.t17J' 
",,"J\lIv9p_lllr Kill i"J\7r16.", 7r"J\7Jplr. 



XII POPULARITY' OF FESTIVALS 

formal ways. These often included the recognition of the 
right of asylum at the temple where the festival was to be 
held; always the .formal mission of sacred commissioners 
to attend the feast; and the promise to recognise and 
reward publicly such citizens as might win garlands at 
this feast 1 Secondly, How is it that all the stones of the 
country seem hardly sufficient for the laudatory inscriptions' 
which give formal thanks to citizens for their public bene
factions, sometimes for the mere morality and general re
spectability of their life, sometimes even for no higher claim 
than their good manners? It seems wOJth while to suggest 
answers to both these questions, which are not asked and 
certainly not answered in the histories of the time. 

There seem to be two reasons for the constant multipli
cation of festivals-for the Actia, Cresaria, Neronia, Capi
tolina, which were added to the ancient list, and even for 
the repeating of the an~ient games in other places than their 
original home.2 Quite apart from the worship and flattery 
of the emperors, which were promoted in this way, it was 
in the first place the accredited occasion for ostentatious 
largesses from wealthy private citizens, and where there were 
many paupers every additional occasion of the kind in
creased the chan~es of a dole. Secondly, it is important to 
call attention to a very neglected passage in Plutarch, S which 

1 Cf. M. Paris in BCHxi. 334. 
• Thus the people of Antioch sought for special leave to celebrate 

Olympic games at Daphne, and this leave must be obtained, and for a 
high price, from the people of Elis (cf. Hertzberg, ii. 58, note). 

At present there are Olympic games, which I witnessed, celebrated 
every four years in the Panathenaic stadium at Athens-a curious revival. 

s De exilio, 12.-' For is it not permitted even for the banished (lge,", 
6~ 'lrOU T~ p.eUerrTlim) to spend his time at the mysteries of Eleusis, to 
join in tue Dionysiac festival at Argos, to go to Delphi, when the 
Pythia occur, when the Isthmia to Corinth, if he be fond of shows? 
But if not, he has his philosophic school, his walk, his book, his placid 



262 GREEK WORLD UNDER ROMAN SWAY CHAP. 

tells us that the exiles relegated to desert islands in the 
.lEgean were allowed to attend these semi-religious festivities. 
Now, seeing that most of these islands were at this time 
peopled with Roman exiles, mostly of the highest nobility, 
and with very wealthy connections, can we wonder that the 
accommodating Greeks multiplied this means of softening 
the rigors of banishment, of making friends among these 
great nobles, any of whom might come back to public in
fluence with a turn of the wheel of fortune, all of whom in 
any case must have been only too delighted to escape from 
the rocks of Gyaros or Seriphos to a festival where they met 
not only all Greek society, but many Roman friends or re
lations, and heard news of that capital, which every Roman 
loved so well? The fact that this privilege, so unmistakably 
precious to the exiles, should only once be mentioned need 
not surprise us; of course it was purposely kept quiet at the 
time, lest the 'cruelty of a Nero or a Domitian might cut oll' 
this one solace of the miserable. It made these rocks, so 
notorious for their barrenness, far more tolerable than the 
remote Tomi, whither Ovid was despatched, or Pandataria, 
where there was no Hellenic celebration within reach. Nay, 
possibly the horrors of the .lEgean islands were purposely 
magnified by the exiles to cloak this very privilege. 

sleep, as Diogenes said: • Aristotle breakfasts when Philip pleases, I 
do when Diogenes.' The inference, which I take from Hertzberg (ii. 
So, note) is, like most of thatlenrned man's conclusions, not quite con· 
vincing, for in this chapter Plutarch is discussing the case of his friend 
who was only banished/",m (not 10) a particular place. On the whole, 
however, I am disposed to agree with him in his interpretation. The 
relations of the banished were certainly allowed to visit them (Plut. o/'. 
ciJ. II). It is commonly supposed from the allusions in this tract thai 
his friend, whom he carefully avoids naming, was banished from Sardis. 
I take this to be a disguised allusion to Rome, and think the tract was 
intended for some noble Roman whose name must be concealed for fear 
of further persecution by a jealous emperor. 
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I passlo the second question proposed-'-the extraordinary 
frequency of compliinentary decrees. We stand before a 
decayed society of very rich men and paupers, the latt~r of 
whom had become accustomed to begging, and subventions 
from the rich, not to pay for labour, but to obviate hostility 
and to earn acclamation. Thus we find all the uses made 
of large fortunes during the period before us to be of this 
ostentatious and well-nigh immoral character. There is no 
attempt to start a new industry, to develop a new traffic, to 
enable the poor to help themselves by honest labour. The 
unfortunate precedent set to· the world by Rome was indeed 
of fatal influence. There it had long been the custom to 
give huge presents to the city mob, in the way of foodand 
amusements, formerly to secure their votes, now to secure 
their favour; and the same policy had been extended to 
the Household Troops (Prretorian Guards). This was the 
pattern imitated by the capitalists of Greece-the crime 
of distributing money to idle recipients, who had votes in 
their local assemblies, and could offer no return but accla
mations and pompous decrees engraved OIi marble. We 
have no evidence left us how the ordinary resentment of 
this idle and outspoken populace was manifested; but if I 
understand the temper of the times, the mere non-attain
ment of a decree of gratitude may have meant to the rich 
man that he would be scowled at or hooted when he went 
abroad, that he would be maligned at headquarters, 1 and 
put in danger of confiscation by emperors seeking for any 
fair excuse to replenish their treasury. These decrees, 
then, formal and foolish as they appear, may have been a 
sort of title to hold wealth in security and without constant 

1 I shall quote in a subsequent chapter Dian's account of the treat· 
ment he received from his fellow-citizens, from which the reader will 
see how far my inferences are justified (d. also below, p. 309). 
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molestation. Such are the considerations which explain to 
me the fantastic phenomena noticed by all the historians of 
later. Greece. 

I need hardly add that this distribution of money, in a 
country where all the capital is in a few hands, where labour 
emigrates, and where the circulation consists in occasional 
lavishing .of large sums upon a populace which has not 
earned them, is fatal not only to all material prosperity, but 
to the moral dignity of the people. We know in our own 
day nations whose poverty and discontent arise from idle
ness, from the massing of wealth in the hands of a small 
minority, and from the extinction of a healthy middle class 
of farmers and traders. Here, too, we hear the cry, if not 
yet for confiscations, at least for royal residences, for those 
Exhibitions which are the modern analogue of the Greek 
festivals, for any occasional and transitory novelty' which 
will bring money into the country,' as the phrase goes. Here, 
too, sudden plenty, the possibility of earning large wages for 
slight duties, the pleasure of an exciting stir, are regarded as 
if they were the return of real prosperity to an idle or 
decaying society. It is the old story of applying stimulants 
to revive depression qnd mistaking the excitement produced 
for the vigour of returning health. 

The economists from Finlay onward who have speculated 
upon the financial life of the Roman Empire, and its passage 
from apparent opulence to universal penury or bankruptcy, 
have noticed as an aCtive cause the great waste of precious 
metals in furniture and ornaments, as well as their constant 
exportation to the far East in payment for luxuries such as 
jewels, unguents, etc., without any parallel production in 
Europe to induce a return of gold for European industry. 
Silver, especially, became scarcer and scarcer, so that the 
reckless Nero had recourse to a debasement of the coinage 
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to relieve his difficulties. This diminution in the circulation 
of precious metals had a depressing influence on trade, and 
especially on the condition of the poorer. classes. Debt 
and insolvency became very frequent in Greece, and the 
Roman usurers who profited by these misfortunes no longer 
kept large and well farmed estates, as Pomponius Atticus 
had done, in Greece. The lands of the Greek capitalists, as 
has been already observed, were in pasture and managed 
by a few slaves. Mining, once so productive in Macedoni~ 
and Greece, had first been discouraged by the Romans, and 
now, when their jealousy was allayed, seems hot to have been 
capable of revival At least we hear that the mines of 
Laurium were exhausted, which we now know was false, and 
not a word tI:anspires concerning the once prolific mines of 
Mount Pangreus and Thasos. The. precious marble quarries 
near Carystos in Eubrea were imperial property, and so were 
probably most of those on the islands. In any case such 
work required large capital both in slaves and in ships. 

The only special manufacture still tltoroughly alive in 
Greece was the manufacture of education, and even in this 
matter Athens, formerly the capital of universities, and again 
destined to be so in later days, wa~ now obscured by 
Rhodes, Alexandria, and Tarsus. We may be sure then 
that most of the ability in Greece migrated to Italy, where 
the house-stewards, the secretaries, the schoolmasters, the 
musicians, the painters, the actors, the danc~rs, were Greek, 
and more probably Greeks of the depressed Hellas than of 

. the prosperous Asia Minor or its islands. 
I regard the proclamation of the liberty of Greece by 

Nero as a mere piece of mischievous fooling. l Though 
Philostratus represents the sage Apollonius as indignant 
at· the sensible Vespasian for withdrawing this liberty, we 

1 cr. the text above, p. 257. 
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can find no revival of any good thing during this feverish 
moment. If the people were relieved from taxes they 
probably injured themselves to more than the amount by 
passing extravagant measures in their assemblies, and mak
ing property insecure by attacks upon the rich. _ The needy 
seem to have felt some advantage from it, probably that of 
voting away other people's money; the strange pheno
menon of false Neros arising" and drawing a multitude 
Q(ter them cannot otherwise be explained 

These days of Nero are synchronous with the visits of 
S. Paul It is indeed almost- wholly from the visits of 
distinguished strangers that we must draw our pictures, 
until we reach the gentle and patriotic Plutarch. If the 
history of Apollonius of Tyana had been put together in a 
sober and critical spirit by Philostratus, we should have had 
another source of insight into the Greek world of no small 
importance, but this long and curious book is so evidently 
a mere fairy tale, composed for the purpose of painting an 
ideal sage and wonder-worker of the neo-Pythagorean school, 
that all recent critics have justly rejected it as a source for 
history. It appears to me a counterpart, not of the life of 
Christ, as Baur and Zeller maintain, but of the fabulous 
history of Alexander: which I have elsewhere discussed, and 
it sets up a moral and religious conqueror of the world in 
contrast to the king and the man-of-arms. 

But let us now return to S. Paul, whose visits to Greece, 
quite apart from their theological side, will afford us at least 
one trustworthy and independent picture of the state of 
things in the cities which the apostle visited And as we 
are not concerned with the dogmatic side, so also we need 
not trouble ourselves concerning the particular years of his 
visits. His work was certainly under the reign of Nero, and 
to aU appearance before the artistic visit of that eccentric 
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personage had set all Greece into a ferment with its silly 
benevolences and its serious injustices. 

The first entry of the apostle was into Macedonia, where 
three cities-Philipp~ Th~onica, and Berrea-were the 
scenes of his labours. Those who have followed with me 
the total ruin of Macedonia by the Roman conquest will be 
somewhat surprised when they reflect that S. Paul found at 
least three flourishing towns in that country. But all these 
towns were practically new foundations. Thessalonica, 
formerly Therma, from which the Thermaic Gulf received its 
name, had been syturkised by Casander from the surrounding 
villages into a Hellenistic town, which attained importance 
from its mercantile position when Macedonia had been 
ruined, and so was important enough to be declared a • free 
city • when its inhabitants had fortunately sided with 
Octavian and Antony in the campaign of Philippi. 

To mark the site of the great victory at this latter place a 
Roman colony was established, and so we find S. .PauI, on 
his first arrival in Europe, visiting in succession a town of 
Roman complexion, and one of the prevalent Hellenistic 
type, not assimilated to Italian ideas in its internal economy. 
The commentators on S. Paul's life 1 have shown many in
teresting differences between these ~ places, implied by 
the author of the Ads incidentally through his narrative. 
At Philippi" the apostle was charged with preaching a new 
religion not authorised, and therefore illegal to Roman 
citizens. He is brought by lictors before PI'3!tors, scourged 
with rods, and finally turns the tables upon his persecutors by 
claiming to be a Roman citizen, and to have been beaten 
and condemned without trial, contrary to the established 
privileges of that favoured class. When he comes to 

I E-r- Conybeare and Howson. Life. ek., Df S. Paul. i. 357 of the 
quarto edition. 
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Thessalonica he has to contend with an assembly of Greek 
people and their e~ected magistrates, whom the writer calls 
by a curious name, politarchs, since verified by an extant 
inscription on the Roman archway at Salonica.1 

But the common feature in these widely contrasted 
societies was the presence of a large number of Jews, who 
naturally, since their wholesale importation by Antiochus the 
Great to the coast of Asia Minor,2 had got much of the 
Levantine trade into their hands, and would of course seize 
the opportunity of settling in any new foundation made by 
the Romans. It is plain that the Jewish population were 
always the first object of the apostle's care, nor do we know 
of his founding a successful church among pure Greeks, 
such as the people of Athens or Sparta. It was always among 
the mixed populations-and wherever they were mixed there 
were plenty of Jews-that he found the proper soil for sowing 
his spiritual seed. It is this close'combination of cosmo
politan J udreism with cosmopolitan Hellenism which gave the 
new religion its non-local, non-parochial character, and fitted 
it (humanly speaking) for the acceptance of the world. 

But while this was doubtless the general character of all 
these new cities, we can see in the apostle's preaching and his 
persecutions a varying complexion. While, as I have said, 
at the Roman Philippi he is charged with contravening the 
Roman ordinances about religion, the charge against him at 
Thessalonica is that he joins with those who are not Cresar's 
. friends, and this, together with his emphatic proclamation 
of the coming kingdom of Christ as spiritual, and not 
necessarily as proximate, shows that the hope of many 
Thessalonians was for some new kingdom better and 

1 The two narratives are in Acts xvi. and xxii., and with them cr. 
the chapters (i. ix.) in Conybeare and Howson's excellent book. 

S Greek Life ana TlwuKlzt, p. 487. 
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milder than the Roman dominion; perhaps even traditions 
and memories of the old Macedonian glories were still alive 
among these people, as well as the fresher recollections of 
the cruel devastations of the Roman conquest. Berrea 
seems to have gathered into one what remained· both of 
Pella and }Egre (Edessa), which were now nothing but miser
able ruins. This town was some way from the sea, yet the 
trade of supplying the inland mountaineers was sufficient to 
induce Jews to settle there also. 

From these Macedonian cities S. Paul came directly by 
sea to the far less congenial Athens, where there were indeed 
some Jews settled, as we know from sepulchral inscriptions,l 
but where the traditions and interests of the old religions were 
too strong to admit of any inroads from newer and. deeper 
faiths. The philosophers were indeed ready to hear any 
new thing, but the temples and images of the gods, which 
attracted as many visitors as the schools, were still precious 
to the people, and made Athens the stronghold of paganism 
long after all real faith in the Greek gods had passed away. 
All this was consistent with plenty of scepticism in the 
educated classes, and with many superstitions not strictly 
Hellenic among the people. The fact that about this 
time three writers within a century mention altars to the 
unknown (or unknowable) gods seems to show that this 
worship was in some respect novel, and though we are at 
first disposed to set it down ~s a peculiar form of homage 
to Demeter and Cora, there may really have been some 
feeling, such as that suggested by the narrative of the 
Acts, that the anger of some neglected deity could be 
appeased by anonymous sacrifice. But I am not here 
going to discuss these points, which have been appropriated 

1 CIG iv. 585 sq., where Jewish inscriptions from Athens, lEgina, 
etc., are quoted. 
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by theologians. There are controversies enough in the 
field before us without turning aside to join in the undying 
strife over New Testament history. 

Passing on then from Athens, about which the Acts tell 
us nothing which we could not take or "infer from other 
sources, we come to Corinth, where the apostle spent much 
time and laboured with great success. Indeed his second 
epistle is addressed not only to the Corinthians but to the 
saints throughout the whole of Achaia, a term then including 
northern Greece as well as the Peloponnesus. But most 
unfortunately for us, he does not seem to have visited the 
other two places, where there was a mixed population of 
Jews, Greeks, and Romans, such as those known to us 
through his letters. These remaining towns were Patrre and 
Nicopolis,-each owing its present prosperity to Roman 
favour, each in the rank of colonies, and Patrre, moreover, a 
great trading place like Corinth. 

I do not think we are warranted in describing all the 
splendour of Corinth detailed in Philostratus, Lucian and 
Aristides as belonging to this period, though this course has 
been adopted by Hertzberg,l for we may be certain that after 
the earthquake in Vespasian's time (about 76 A.D.), his and 
other emperors' benevolences made the restored town much 
more magnificent than the old foundation of Julius Cresar 
had been. All the descriptions to which I refer date from 
the days after Hadrian's astonishing display of architecture. 
and engineering over the world But without doubt Corinth 
was 'even in S. Paul's day, and before the visit of Nero, a 
thriving and beautiful city, less Greek, however, except
ing Nicopolis and Patrre, than any other town in the 
peninsula, and no doubt the most cosmopolitan of all. 
People from all parts of the world came there; the 'costumes 

1 OJ. cit. ii. 239 sq. 
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and the tongues of all nations might be found in its streets. 
Here, if anywhere, the miraculous gift of tongues, had it been 
intended for missionary purposes, would have found ample 
scope for its exercise. 1 N aro's folly and ostentation prompted 
him to undertake the cutting of the Isthmus-a project well
nigh accomplished a few years ago, and suspended, 
like Nero's work, from want of funds. 2 When he under
took this work, and all manner of people were pressed in 
to help in the digging, there must have been a moment of 
strange activity in this thoroughfare.s We are told that 
at Corinth also, in accordance with its Roman character, 
gladiatorial combats, repugnant to the good taste and 
humanity of the Greeks, were first introduced, and. Dion 
notices with horror and disgust that' these barbarities had 
f::-om thence penetrated to Athens, where a stone ·balustrade 
round the orchestra (pit) of the theatre of Dionysus shows 
too plainly the bloody nature of the exhibitions to which 
that splendid palace of art was degraded C But now there 
is nothing which happens there (in Greece) at which a man 
would not be ashamed. To give an obvious example, as 
regards gladiatorial combats, the Athenians have been so 
anxious to rival. the Corinthians, or rather have so far 
exceeded both them and others in degradation, that white 
the Corinthians witness these exhibitions outside their town 
in a ravine able to contain a crowd, but otherwise so rough 

1 It is very remarkable that it is to this very church that s.· Paul 
writes in a manner precluding altogether the vulgar supposition that this 
gift enabled men to preach in foreign langnages to the nations of the 
world. Cf. I Con·nln. cap. xvi. 

i The project is now, or ought to be, antiquated. Steamers can 
double Cape Malea without danger or delay, and the railway from 
Patras to Athens has forestalled any possible passenger traffic. 

8 Philostratus(vila Apoll. v. I!1), whatever his authority is worth, says 
that thi! philosopher Musonius was forced to labour, and tells anecdotes 
how both he and Apollonius 'improved the occasion." 
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and neglected that no one would even bury a free man in it, 
the Athenians witness this delightful 'spectacle under the very 
acropolis, where they have set Dionysus over the orchestra, 
so that often a man is butchered among the very marble 
seats, where the hierophant and other priests have their 
seats.' 1 Perhaps the extant balustrade is later in date than 
Dion's speech, and was suggested by it. Let me add a 
pathetic touch from Plutarch: 2 'I notice among gladiators, , 
if they be not utter barbarians, but Greeks, that when the 
hour of the show approaches, and a splendid feast is set 
before them, they prefer to settle their affairs, to entrust 
their wives to trusty friends, and free their personal attend
ants.' The wilder races evidently went into the arena after 
a reckless feast. There is evidence of' amphitheatre sports' 
in many other parts of Greece, and in some actually of 
gladiatorial combats, but I do not think all the instances 
collected by the learned are trustworthy, and am inclined to 
think that this non-Hellenic pastime was· only adopted in 
special imitation of the Romans, and where either many 
Romans or many ostentatious philo-Romans had their 
homes. S The only actual traces of an amphitheatre are said 
to be at Corinth, and even there they appeared to me so 
faint as to be very doubtful. 

We must not wonder at what may be called this illogicaf 
sentimentalism on the part of a nation who systematically 

1 i. 385. 2 Non posse suaviler, 17. 
8 Cf. Hertzberg, ii. 253, note; Friedlander, Sillengeschick/e, ii. 383 

sq. The latter thinks it was only the dregs of the people who liked 
these cruelties, because Plutarch, Demonax, Lucian, etc., condemn 
them as barbarous in every sense. He forgets that Romans as good as 
Trajan and Hadrian openly favoured them, and that probably the reo 
maining wealthy people in Greece were far more likely to be led by 
the fashion of the Roman court than the philosophy of the Chreronean 
sage. 
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approved of torture in judicial proceedings, and who, 
moreover, for the last three centuries had been ac
customed, to the semi-oriental punishments inflicted by 
Hellenistic kings. Such inconsistencies are common in all 
societies, and the line drawn between the tolerable and the 
intolerable in public taste can be determined by no logical 
reason, but rather by the weight and force of a number of 
conflicting traditions, which together make up that curi
ously inconsistent thing-a national character. In no case 
known to me is the composi.tion of this character so complex 
and therefore so difficult to estimate as in the case or-the 
Hellenistic Greeks. I can give no better example than t? 
turn to the simple and old fashioned life of the period as 
described in the works of Dion. 

The first is the picture he gives 1 of life at Borysthenes, 
a Greek settlement at the mouth of the Dnieper on ·the 
north coast of the Euxine; whose inhabitants had long been 
severed from their mother country, and surrounded with 
Scythian barbarians far more intractable to civilisation than 
Parthians or even Celts. The introduction to this speech, 
which is really an· essay on monarchy, as suggested by 
Monotheism, or monarchy among the gods, is like the 
scenery of the oration on Poverty, which we shall presently 
discuss, and therefore I cannot but suspect the former, as I 
suspect the latter, of being ~ere dramatic invention. Thus 
in discussing with the Borysthenites the Platonic view that 
the rule of one man is best, he never once alludes to the fact 
that the 'Bosporan kingdom,' which included the Crimea and 
the Greek marts on either side of it, had now been for a long 
time under the control of kings,-the last kings tolerated 
within the Roman sway, a nominal kingdom till the reign of 
Constantine. In Dion's time Pliny mentions a messenger 

lOr. xxxvi. 
T 
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from king Sauromates coming to Nicrea.1 If it be, however, 
true that the town of Olbia (the other name for Borysthenes) 
was left independent, it would still be more odd that he 
should discuss. with a C free people' the propriety of 
monarchy without the smallest allusion to the practical 
bearing of the question. Still, as he repeats in his Olympica 
that he had visited this outlying region from curiosity, I think 
we may, in this case, accept the sophist's picture as historical. 

He begins with a very graphic description of the city 
lying on a tongue of land where the great rivers Borys
thenes and Tanais meet, and thence continue their course 
to the sea over vast shallows studded with lofty reeds, 
which appear like a forest of masts to approaching 
mariners. Here was the great factory for preparing 
salt which supplied all the barbarians of the interior. 
The city itself he found greatly shrunken away by suc
cessive stormings of the surrounding barbarians, with 
whom it had been for centuries at war-the last great 
reverse being the conquest by the Getre of the whole 
coast as far as Apollonia about 120 B.C. From this the 
Greek cities had never recovered, some being wholly de
serted, others rebuilt on a small scale, and obliged to admit 
barbarians as occupiers. S Borysthenes, however, was settled 
again, to serve as a mart for the Scythians with the Greeks, 
who would otherwise have abandoned altogether any attempt 
to deal with the barbaxians. Yet even in its restored state 
the houses were mean and the. area of the city contracted. 
It was attached, so to speak, to part of the old circuit wall, 
with a few towers remaining of the old size and strength. 

1 Ep. 63 ad. TraJ: with Mr. Hardy's note. 
I This statement is now corroborated by an inscription of Odessus 

(Varna), giving a list of priests who bad officiated P.fTIJ. T~V tca066ov, after 
the return of the Greeks to their devastated town (c£ IIIDI xi. 201). 
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The new wall, which joins the arc of the old circuit, is low 
and weak, and the area within only partially occupied by 
houses. There are solitary towers still standing out in the 
country far apart from the present town.1 Another sign of 
its old disaster is that not a single statue in the shrines is 
intact, but all are mutilated, as are also those on the other 
monuments of the city. 

Such was the town which Dion was observing with interest 
on a summer forenoon from the suburb along the river. 
Some of the townsmen joined him, and there comes up on 
horseback a fine young man, who dismounts and gives his 
horse to an attendant. Under his short light black Greek 
cloak (black in i.mitation of the Scythians) he had a huge 
sword and trousers, and in fact Scythian dress. This 
Callistratus was reputed equally formidable in battle and 
zealous in philosophy. Indeed the whole population is so 
devoted to Homer and to the worship of his Achilles (whose 
temple is on a neighbouring island), that though they talk 
very bad and barbarised Greek, most of them have Homer 
off by heart; a few go so far as to study Plato. 

Dion then quotes to them a saw ofPhocylides, whose name 
they do not know, and makes some disparaging remark on 
Homer and his many details of Achilles's jumping and shout
ing, while the Gnomic poet gathers much ethical wisdom 
into a couplet. They tell Dion that but for their extreme 
respect and liking for· him, no citizen of the place would 
have tolerated any aspersion upon the divine Achilles 
and the well-nigh divine Homer. But they are ready to 
hear what Dion has to say, even though they run some risk 
in discoursing with him outside the city. ' For yesterday at 
noon the Scythians surprised our sentries, slaying some, 

t This curious phenomenon may still be seen at the Messene of Epa; 
minondas (cf. my Rambles ami Studies, p. 391). 
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and taking others alive, as we did not know which way they 
had fled, 'arid could not help them, and even then the gates 
had been shut, and the war signal was flying from the walls. 
Yet so keen were they that they all came down armed to 
hear him.' Dion then proposes not to discourse on the 
promenade, but to go inside the city, and they gather at the 
public place in front of the temple of Zeus-the magistrates 
and elders sitting r~und upon stone steps, and the crowd 
standing behind them. The sight was delightful to a 
philosopher, to see these people dressed in antique fashion 
with long hair and beards, one of them only being cropped 
and shaven, much to their disgust and contempt. For he 
was supposed to be obsequious to the Romans, and to have 
adopted their fashion accordingly. 

I need not go into Dion's discourse, which is most 
politely interrupted by one who !ells him how scarce is a , 
decent visitor in these parts. ' For most of the Greeks who 
come are more barbarous than we are, traders and hucksters, 
bringing in worthless rags and bad wine and getting nothing 
better in exchange.' Starting from a query about Plato, 
Dion then discourses in favour of an intelligent monarchy. 

Let us now turn to a very different picture-that of 
primitive rural life in his seventh oration. 1 'This,' he 
opens, 'I am going to narrate from my own experience, 
not from hearsay. For perhaps loquacity and the diffi
culty of dropping a subject are not only features of old 
age-they may also be the characteristics bred by a roving 
life, probably because in each case there are many experi
ences which men recall with pleasure. I am now going to 
tell what men and manners I stumbled upon, I may say, in 
the midst of Helhis. 

1 Entitled .up"uros ~ KU//7j"fOS. and even more properly .,...pl .,...pia.s, 
which is the serious subject of the oration. 
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'I happened to be crossing from Chios with some 
fishermen in a very little boat, not in the summer season. 
A great storm rose, and with difficulty we escaped into 
the "hollows of Eubrea." There they smashed the boat, 
running her ashore on a rough shingle beach under the 
cliffs, and they went off to some purple-shell fishers at 
anchor inside the nearest claw of land, intending to work 
with them and remain there. So I was left behind alone, 
with no place of refuge, and I was wandering at random 
along the_ shore, on chance of meeting some ship at anchor 
or sailing by. After a long walk, during which I did not 
meet a soul, I came upon a buck which had just fallen from 
the cliff down to the very edge of the water, still gasping 
as it was being touched by the waves. And presently I 
thought I heard the baying of dogs far above me, indis
tinctly by reason of the roar of the sea. Proceeding there
.fore, and climbing up with great difficulty to the height 
above me, I found the dogs beating about, which I con
cluded had forced the game to spring over the cliff, and 
presently I came upon a man, whose look and dress implied 
a hunter, of healthy complexion, wearing his hair long 
behind in no unmanly fashion, but like the Eubreans whom 
Homer describes coming to Troy. And he hailed me: 
" Stranger, have you seen a buck coming this way? " to which 
I answered: "There he is, in the wash of the sea;" and I 
brought him down to his game. So he drew the buck back 
from the water, and skinned him with his knife, I helping 
as well as ;[ could, and then he took the haunches with the 
skin, and proceeded to carry them away. He invited me 
tOQ to follow and eat a share of the venison, as his dwelling 
was not far off. "When you have rested the night with us 
you can come back to the sea, since at present sailing is 
impossible; nor need you apprehend that there will be a 



GREEK WORLD UNDER ROMAN SWAY CHAP. 

change while you are resting, for I should be glad to think 
the storm would subside within the next five days, but it is 
not likely, so long as you see the mountai~ tops capped 
with clouds as they now are." He went on to ask whence 
I came, and how I got there, and whether my boat was not 
wrecked. "It was a very small one," I answered, "belonging 
to fishermen, who were crossing, and I, being pressed for 
time, was their only passenger, but we were wrecked upon 
the shore." "Very naturally-look how wild the coast is. 
This is what they call the' hollows' of Eubrea, and a ship 
driven in here hardly ever gets out again. Even the crews 
are generally lost, unless they are in very light boats, like 
yours. But come with me, and don't fear. First get over 
your fatigues, and to-morrow we shall consult what to do to 
send you on safe, as we have now made acquaintance with 
you. For you seem to me some city person, not a sailor 
or a mechanic, and to have worn down your body by some 
other kind of hardship than theirs." I of course went with 
him gladly, for I never was afraid of being robbed, having 
nothing with me but a shabby cloak-so hallowed and 
sacrosanct a thing have I found poverty, which men violate 
more rarely even than they would a herald with his insignia. 

'On the way he told me how he lived with his wife and 
children. "There are two of us living in the same place; 
we have married sisters, and both have sons and daughters. 
We live mostly by the chase, with the help of a little farming. 
For the land is not ours, but our fathers were poor and free 
like ourselves, earning their bread by herding calitle for one 
of the rich men of this island, who possessed many droves 
of horses and oxen, many flocks of sheep, many broad acres, 
and much other wealth; in fact, all the mountains you see 
around you. But when he died, and his property was con
fiscated-they say he was put to death by the emperor 
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(Pa.CTl>.1IUS) for the sake of his wealth-his herds were at 
once driven away, and with them some of our few poor 
beasts, and nobody thought of paying our wages. So we 
had to remain where we were with what cattle we had 
left, setting up some tents, and a courtyard fenced 
with paling, not large but secure, on account of the calves, 
for our summer use. For in winter we grazed the plains, 
where we had plenty of grass, and made hay. In the 
summer we go off to the mountains." , The orator proceeds 
to describe in detail the beautiful situation of these hunters' 
home, on a slope close to running wat~r, with fruitful patches 
of land well manured from their stable, and fair trees giving 
ample shade. And as they had spare time they turned 
from herding to hunting with their dogs; for when the 
cattle were all driven away, two of the dogs who went with 

- them, missing the herdsmen, turned back after some time 
to their accustomed home. These dogs followed the 
herdsmen, and only gradually learned to pursue game, 1 being 
originally mere watch-dogs to keep off wolves. • But when 
winter came on, our parents had no out-of-door work, and 
they never went down to the city or any village; so they 
made their huts and courtyards water-tight and comfortable, 
and took into cultivation the land about them, and found 
hunting far easier in the winter. For tracks are clearer in 
the wet soil, and snow shows the game far off, and leaves 
tracks as clear as a high road' So they settled there, and 
were content. The two original settlers were now dead, 
having lived out a hale and vigorous old age. One of their 
widows still remained. It was her son whom Dion had 
met. • The other man [his cousin] has never been to the 
city, though now fifty years old, but I twice only-once with 

1 lie adds a satirical touch: "Ill d..:ifh/,,'" 1In1 {JoIJICOA... TlkoiiToi 
T .. " 6+.p.aIJ.ir "til {Jpdv..<"", 8f/p<1ITa.l 
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my father when we kept the great man's herds, and again 
when a man came asking l}S for money, as if we had any, 
and commanding us to follow him to the city. We swore 
we had none, for we would have given it to him at once if 
we had. So we entertained him as be'st we could, and gave 
him two buckskins, and then I went with him to the city 
.[probably Carystos, though Dion takes ~are to leave it so 
vague that Chalcis would suit as well]. For he said one of 
us must go and tell all about it. So I saw again. many great 
hous~s and a strong wall round them, with square towers in it, 
and many ships lying in the harbour, as if in an iniand lake. 
We have nothing like it her~ where you landed; that is why 
the ships get lost. These things I saw and a great crowd 
gathered together and much confusion and shouting, so 
that I thought there was .a general fight going on. 

'The man then brought me to the magistrates, and said 
laughing: "This is the man you sent me for, but he owns 
nothing except his back hair and a hut of very strong sticks." 
Then the magistrates went to the theatre, and I along with 
·them.' The· hunter here describes the theatre, adding, 
'Perhaps you are laughing at me for telling you what you 
know quite well. For some time the mob was engaged at 
other things, at times shouting in good humour and ap
plauding, at times the very reverse. This, their anger, was 
dangerous, and they terrified the men at whom they shouted, 
so that some went round supplicating, and some threw off 
their cloaks in dread, for the sound was like a sudden wave, 
or thunder. Indeed I myself was almost knocked down by 
the shout. And various people got up to address the 
assembly from the midst of it, or from the stage; some 
with few words, others with many. Some they listened to 
for a long time, others they would not stand from the 
outset, or allow them to utter a syUable. 
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I At last they put me forward also. And one spoke as 
follows: "This, gentlemen, is one of those who till the public 
land these many years, not only himself, but his father 
before him, and they graze our mountains, and farm and 
hunt and build them many houses, and plant vines, and 
have many comforts, neither paying any rent nor having a 
grant from this people. And why, indeed, should they? for 
holding our lands and becoming rich they never bear the 
expenses of any public service, or pay any tax on their profits, 
but live- free and without ·burdens, as if they were public 
benefactors of our city. Indeed, I suppose they never came 
here before." Whereat I shook my head, and the crowd 
that saw me burst out laughing. Then the speaker got 
angry, and became abusive. "Well, then," he went on, .. if 
you approve of this why don't we all proceed to plunder the 
public property, whether money or land, if· you allow these 
brutes to own for nothing more than 1000 plethra of land, 
which would give you three measures of wheat per man? " 
And I burst out laughing as loud. as I could, but the ~ob 
no longer laughed bflt made a noise. Then the speaking 
man got angry, and scowling at me, said: .. Look at the dis
sembling and insolence of the brute-how he brazens it out 
and laughs, whom I can hardly refrain from having sum
marily executed along with his accomplice. For I understand 
that there are two of them, the ringleaders of the gang who 
have seized the whole mountain. Indeed I think they are not 
innocent of wrecking what is driven upon their shore, living 
as they do near the promontory of Caphereus. How else 
could they have amassed such wealth in villages and cattle? 
Don't be misled by his coming here in rags like a beggar. 
Indeed I shuddered as he seemed to me the traditional 
Nauplios of the myths coming from Caphereus. Like that 
person, I doubt not that he shows light from the cliffs in • 
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order to decoy ships upon the rocks." When all this and 
much more had been said the crowd was much excited, 
and I was in suspense, fearing they would do me some 
harm. 

e Then there rose up another, a respectable man, to judge 
from his words and dress, and asked for a hearing. He argued 
that those who occupied and tilled idle land did no harm, 
but good, and that those"only ought to be punished who do it 
harm j for see now, he added, "how two-thirds of our terri
tory are deserted through neglect and want of population. 
I too possess many acres, both in the uplands and in the 
plain, which if any man will till, I shall not only allow it 
gratis, but even pay him money to do it. For of course it 
will become more valuable to me, and waste land is not only 
useless but a miserable and pitiful sight, showing some 
misfortune in its owners. You should therefore encourage 
every occupation of such public land, both by people of 
means and by the poor, in order that the country may be 
worked and the people better disposed, when your citizens 
escape from two crying evils-laziness and penury. Let 
any of them have it free for ten years, and then pay a small 
tax on their produce, not on "their cattle. Let even a 
stranger have it for five years, and then a double tax. Who
ever tills 200 plethra let him be made a citizen. Since 
now even the land without the gates is wild and horrid 
like a remote wilderness, and not the suburb of a city; 
and most of what is inside the walls is now in crops 
and grass. And yet these sycophants attack men who 
are working hard at our extremest bounds, while they say 
nothing about those who plough up the gymnasium and 
graze in the agora. Look yourselves, I pray you, at your 
gymnasium turned into a corn-field, so that Heracles and 
the other statues, even those of the gods, are hidden by the 
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crops j the sheep of the last speaker graze every day in the 
agora round the old public offices, so that every stranger 
first derides and then pities this city." 

c At this the mob was very angry. cc Yet he proposes to 
punish these poor men, so that no one else shall follow their 
example, but either turn brigands outside or thieves within 
the. city. Let them off, I tell you, with a small tax for the 
future, or let them buy their land on cbeaper terms than you 
would give it to others." Then followed an angry alterca
tion. At last they told me to say what I chose. "About 
what?" said I. "In answer to the speecbes,"said one of those 
sitting by. [I must abridge the speech that here follows.] 
"I say then that my accuser told a pack of lies about broad 
acres and villages. We have nothing of the kind, and would 
tbat we had, for we should willingly give them to you and 
ourselves be fortunate. But take anything we have, if you 
like, for we can procure other such." At this there was 
applause, and the magistrate asked me what we could give 
the people, and I s~d, "Four very fine buckskins." Then 
the crowd laughed, but the magistrate grew angry. "The 
bearskins, It I proceeded, .. are hard and the goatskins not 
very good; but take tbem if you wish. It Then he told me 
I was an absolute boor (QypotlCOs). cc Here you are, said I, 
talking again of fields (Qypous), which we don't possess." But 
he asked me if each of us would give an Attic talent. To 
which I answered: cc We do not weigh out our meat, but will 
give what we have, dry or salted It [he understands talent to 
mean a weight for meat]. The magistrate then questions 
him in detail about wheat, wine, etc., all of which he is 
ready to give, such as they have, if they will send a man 
with a vessel to hold them j and he gives a simple inventory 
of their rustic goods~ight she-goats, a cow and calf, four 
sickles, four spades, three spears and a knife each to fight 
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the wild beasts, earthen pots, and a wife and children each. 
They are ready to give up all, provided they are not treated 
with violence, and are given an empty house in the city, 
where there are many. But as it is, he suggests that they 
are innocent citizens, bringing up sons who will fight for the 
city better than the scolding politicians. 

, "But I had well-nigh forgotten," he adds, "the thing I 
ought to have said first of all. Which of you could believe us 
guilty of such shocking impiety as wrecking, especially on a 
coast where nothing comes ashore but splinters. Indeed, 
the baskets I once found on the shore I pinned up to the 
sacred oak by the sea. May I never, 0 Zeus, profit by the 
misfortune of others! 1 But many a time have I pitied the 
shipwrecked, and brought them home, and escorted them 
safely out of the wilds. But as I don't know who they 
were, I cannot now cite them as witnesses. May none of 
you ever fall into such a plight as to do me this service." 

'Thereupon a man started up from the midst and ex
claimed: "Long since I thought I recognised 'him, but was 
uncertain. But now that I know him, I should be an 
impious villain not to stand up and speak in his behalf. 
I, and this man beside me (who then. stood up), are, as you 
know, citizens, and we happened to sail in the ship of 
Socles two years ago. We were wrecked at Caphareus, 
and most of us lost. We two made our way up the clill's 
;with great difficulty and well-nigh naked, hoping to find 
some shelter with a shepherd, before we died of hunger and 
thirst. At last we came to some huts, and shouted to those 

1 I fear the modem inhabitants of the wild coasts of Europe, even of 
Scotland and Ireland. entertain very different feelings. All of us know 
stories of wrecking, and Mr. Purser calls my attention to notes Hand 
I appended to Scott's Pirate, as giving the attitude imputed by the 
demagogue to the innocent rustic. 
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within, whereupon this man came out and brought us in, 
and lit a fire, and he and his wife rubbed us with lard, for 
they had no' oil, and then with hot water. Then they fed 
us and gave us wine, and kept us for three days. And as 
we departed they gave each of us meat and a fine skin. 
And seeing me still suffering he took the tunic off his 
daughter and put it on me, and she had to wear some other 
rag. This I gave back to him when he had brought us as 
far as the village. Thus, under providence, do we own our 
safety to this man." Then I remembered them and said,. 
Hail Sotades, and went up and kissed both him and his 
friend, at which the crowd laughed loudly. So I discovered 
that in cities people don't kiss any more.' 1 

So his former defender got up and proposed that for 
these merits he should· be asked to dine in the council 
house, he should get a new tunic and cloak, have his land 
free, and be'given one hundred drachmre to stock it,which 
the speaker offered to contribute himself. All this was 
carried by acclamation, and the clothes and money brought 
to the theatre. 'And I wanted not to take them, but they 
said: "You cannot possibly go to dinner in a leather jerkin."· 
For he had been invited to dine with the magistrates. "Well 
then," said I, "~ will do without dinner to-day." But they 
insisted on putting me into the clothes, and I wanted. to 
put on the jerkin outside, but they would riot stand that. 
The money I refused absolutely, and said: "Give it to the 
politician who attacked me, that he may bury it; for he 
plainly knows how to do that.'" 

1 So the contemporary Plutarch says (Conjug. pYOIupta, 13): • Cato 
expelled from the. Senate a man who kissed his wife in presence of his 
daughter. This is perhaps going too far; but if it be shameful (aloxp6,,), . 
as it really is, to be embracing and kissing in the presence of others, 
how much worse is it to quarrel in their presence? All signs of 
affection to your wife should therefore be in secret,' etc. 
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Meanwhile they had approached the hut, and found 
about it a fair garden full of fruit-trees and vegetables. 
'There we proceeded to feast for the rest of the day, 
sitting upon leaves and skins on a raised bench, the 
man's wife sitting beside him. But a grown-up daughter 
waited upon us, and brought us sweet red wine to 
drink.' 1 We pass by the reflections of the orator concerning 
this simple but perfect happiness. But then follows an 
idyllic scene too charming and exceptional in Greek prose 
literature to be here omitted. 

'When we had now well feasted the neighbour came in, 
and with him his son, a comely youth, carrying a hare. He 
blushed as he came in, and while his father was saluting 
us he kissed the girl and gave her the hare. Then the 
girl ceased serving and sat down by her mother, and the 
youth attended instead. And I asked mine host: "Is this 
the girl whose tunic you gave to the shipwrecked man?" and 
he answered smiling: "No, that one has been married long 
since toa rich man in the village, and already has big 
children." "Well then," said I, "they help you when you 
require it." "We want nothing," said the mother, "but they 
get their share of our hunting or grapes or vegetables. 
For they have no garden. Last year we got from them 
some wheat for seed, but gave it back after our reaping." 
"And are you going," said I, "to. give this girl to another rich 
man, that he too may lend you seed upon usury?" Where
upon I saw both the youth and the maiden blushing. "No," 
replied the father, "she will have a poor man, a hunter like 
ourselves," and he looked kindly towards the youth. "Then 
why don't you get her married?" said I; "are you waiting for 
him to come from the village?" " Indeed he is not far off, 
but here present, and we will have the marriage when we 

1 ce. Plato, Rep. n. 372. 
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can find a suitable day." c'What do you mean by that 1" 
.. When the moon is full," said he, cc for the air must be 
pure and the sky clear." cc Is he really a good sportsman 1" 
said L « Well," said the youth, cc I can hunt down a deer, 
and stand up to a boar j you may come and see yourself, 
stranger, to-morrow, if you like." cc Did you run down this 
hare 1" «No." said he smiling j «I took it in a net by night, 
for the sky is beautifully clear and the moon bigger than I 
ever saw it." Then the two elder men laughed, and lie was 
ashamed and silent. 

• Thereupon the girl's father said, cc I am making no delay, 
but your father is waiting until he can go and buy a proper 
sacrifice. For we must offer our dues to the gods." Wllere
upon a young brother of the girl broke in: cc But this boy 
has long since got his sacrifice ready, and it is being fattened 
to a fine size here behind the hut." And they asked the 
youth, cc Is this so 1" and he confessed it. cc But where did 
you get it 1" cc When we came upon the wild sow with the 
young ones, all the rest escaped j indeed they were fleeter 
than hares j but one I knocked over with a stone, and 
threw my jerkin over it j this I exchanged in the villa.,'"e for 
a porker, and kept it in a sty I made for it behind the other 
pig-sty." «So this," said his father, cc is why your mother 
kept laughing When I noticed the noise of pigs, and this is 
how you used up the grain. Let us see it." So he and the 
children rushed out in high glee. Meanwhile the girl went 
out and brought from her store winter apples and fine 
grapes and other dainties, wiping the table with leaves, and 
putting fresh ferns under the fruit. Then they brought in the 
pig with great laughter and jokes. And there came in with 
them the mother of the youth and two of his little brothers, 
bringing white bread and boiled eggs and vegetables. She 
embraced her relations, and sitting down Qy_her _hus...band 
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said: "This is the victim, which he has long been preparing 
for his marriage: and we have everything else we want, 
except perhaps a little wine, which we can easily get from 
the village." And her son stood behind her and watched 
our host, who said: "Perhaps he wants to wait till he fattens 
his pig." The lad answered that it was ready to burst with 
fat. 

e "Take care," said I, desirous to back him up, "that while 
your pig gets fat your boy doesn't get lean." "Indeed the 
stranger is right," said his mother; "the boy has not been at 
all like himself, and I noticed him the other night sleepless 
and walking about outside the hut." "The dogs were bark
ing," said he, "and I went out to see." "Not you," she 
answered, "but you were wandering about distraught. Let 
us not distress him any longer;" and she put her arms about 
the girl's mother. So the latter said to her husband: "Let 
it be as they desire," and they fixed the day after the morrow 
for the wedding, inviting me to wait for it. This I was de
lighted to do, reflecting at the time how different is the life of 
the rich in this as well as in all else, with their intermediaries, 
and their inquiries into property and family, with their 
dowries and presents and promises and deceits, with their 
bonds and settlements, and often in the end their reproaches 
and feuds at the very wedding.' 

The orator proceeds after this preamble to discuss the 
prevailing poverty and depopulation of Greek cities, and to 
recommend the wholesome country life of peasants to the 
indigent idlers through the towns. He notices, among 
other points, that at Thebes all but the Cadmea was in 
ruins, with but a small population, and that there too, as in 
his picture of the city just drawn, a votive Hermes, set up 
for some victory in flute-playing, still stood up out of weeds 
amo,,"· <1 .. ", ruins in the ancient agora. This then is the ,: 
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kind of rell:lity to be sought in his story, nor need we be 
duped into taking it for sober history, because he opens 
with !he traditional falsehood of all good story-tellers, that 
the thing actually happened to himself. I notice that none 
of his ancient critics ever dreams of regarding the whole 
speech as anything but a clever piece of rhetoric. Yet as 
dramatic poetry is declared to be truer than history, so I 
take this remarkable sketch of the extreme contrasts of 
town and country· to embody a general truth, though I 
am disposed to think that most neatherds ancl goatherds 
in the wilds of Greece were more like the rustics dressed 
up by Theocritus than like thQse of Dion. Both authors 
drew from their poetical imagination; both testify that in 
the later days of Hellenism, and in the Alexandria which had 
gone through all its stages in a single generation, there was 
a gro~ing respect and attraction towards country life, a 
wholesome reaction against the opposite tendency, so 
prevalent in the first days of Hellenism. l 

There were even ridiculous exaggerations of this return 
to nature, this living in the freedom of the woods, this con- . 
tempt of athletic sports as compared with field sports and 
the life of a hunter. Hertzberg has cited 2 from Plutarch, 
Apuleius, and Philostratus cases of wild men of the woods 
imitating the life of Herakles, which was always an ideal 
with the Cynics, and t'.ven posing among the country people 
as the sons of d,eified heroes. These personages-we know 
of at least two-despised every form of culture. But surely 
the naturalism of such life is likely to be more prominent 
than its simplicity. Among the inscriptions collected at 

. Naples is the following: s 'We love thickets and caves; 
1 Cf. Greek Lift and Thotlgkt, l? 307. 9 Gucn. Griecn. ii. 286. 
3 CIG No. 5814: llpvp.ov. KatlJ. .. rpa <p,Xovp.ev, IJ.<PPOVT'. Kat <p,XoTlp.la. 

iJ.v€V ci EV tV.a,. (310'. iv Ta" tV.a .. iX.veepla .... pnrO .. 'Ta' Kat dvli ... avX .. 
hOI/Mit·ra,. 

u 
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without care or ambition is life in the woods. In the 
woods freedom is attained and rest prepared.' But the 
emblems on the lusera which contains these simple words 
are phallic, and it is very plain that the IInrtsenv: of forest 
life is the prominent idea in the 'Y!"iter's mind. 

We have now' come to the end of the lowest and poorest 
epoch to be found hitherto in the history of Greece. Let 
us close our chapter, and begin afresh with the gradual rise 
of Greece, together with all the Empire, under the reformed 
ruleofthe.Flavian dynasty and their immediate successors. 



CHAPTER XIII 

PLUTARCH AND HIS TIMES-PUBLIC LIFE 

As our principal authority in the last chapter has been 
Dion, whose activity reached from Greece eastward, so 
now we shall endeavour to extract what we can from 
Plutarch, whose experience is mainly from Greece west
ward. Dion too is plainly an Asiatic Hellenist who looks 
with contempt on the degradation of the mother -land, 
while Plutarch regards it with true affection as his home, 
which he will not abandon lest it may lose ~ven a single 
honest citizen, In a former chapter we sought to learn 
the temper of the most cultivated Roman· society . by 
searching the works ·of Cicero, and· making his personality 
the centre round ~hich we. grouped our details j it will 
be convenient to adopt the,same plan now, and make the 
sage of Chreronea the spokesman of the better life which 
still survived in. Greece and the Greek world, in the 
, Martinmas summer' of its history. The great biographer 
is not without his faults. As a stylist he is inferior to 
Lucian, though with' better opportunities, and it is only 
recently and timidly that modern scholarship is reintro
ducing his Lives into the Grecian studies of the young.
He is garrulous too, often repeating his little anecdotes, 
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and urging again his old arguments, wanting perhaps in 
that . humour which is so inestimable a safeguard against 
twaddle and platitude. But he is very eloquent withal, and 
very happy in the illustrations he borrows or invents. 

Thus, to cite an example· or two, he calls the sun the 
first great prototype of nomad life, seeing that he wanders 
in his chariot through the pastures of the sky.l In the 
same dialogue he is comparing the relation of God to 
the soul with that of the soul to the body; 'for the 
body is the instrument of the soul, as the soul is of 
God, answering to His touch, as. to the Scythian does 
his bow, or to the Greek his lyre.' He cans sleep the 
'lesser mysteries' (the initiation to the great mystery) 
of death. Again, -he says: 'The soul is as it were en
closed in the body like an oyster in its shell, because it re
members not from what honour or wealth it has been 
exiled-not from Sardis to Athens, not from Corinth to 
Lemnos or Syros, but taking this poor earth in exchange 
for heaven and the moon; and yet if it be moved here but 
a little way from place to place, it frets and feels strange, 
like a poor growth that will not bear transplantation without 
withering.' 2 There are also pathetic traits of very modern 
aspect, as when he describes the Thracian and Celtic 
gladiators preparing for the combat by eating and drinking 
the rich banquet . given to these doomed men, while those 
of Greek blood spend these precious moments in taking 
leave of their families and giving advices to those who 
will hear them no more.s Another very touching passage 
is that in which he notes the fact that no infant ever 
smiles in the waking moments of its first few weeks, but 

1 This is in the mouth of the Scythian Anacharsis Sept. Sap. Conv. 12. 

• De exi/io. sub. tin. 
a Non posse suaviler. etc. 17. 
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only wheri it falls asleep. This he explains by the Platonic 
doctrine that the transplanted soul is disturbed and terrified 
by the aspect of this world, which it regards with displeasure, 
while in sleep it recalls its happier state with God and smiles 
at the glorious vision. l Had Wordsworth known this passage 
we should probably now have it in a .splendid poetical 
form. 

Still more eloquent than these specimens of rhetoric 
is that moral dignity which he has given to great historical 
characters, so that the leading men of the world from that 
day to our own have been more influenced by the Parallel 
Lives than by any other book we could name, even from 
the most classical period, and of the most classical purity. 
We feel him, as we feel Sir Walter Scott, not only the 
originator 2 of an inestimably instructive form of historio
graphy, but also essentially a gentleman-a man of honour 
and of kindliness, the best type of the best men of his day; 
He lived indeed in times ver.y different as to taste from the 
times of Scott, and in a widely different society. Though 
far more modern and developed in many respects, the world 
of Plutarch, with all its art, its literature, its. criticism, had 
features still clinging to it which we cannot but regard as 
revolting. These terrible stains on the polished surface of 
Hellenism Plutarch and his fellows censured and deplored, 
but not in the language of disgust and horror which would 
burst from the lips of any ordinary reader to whom I should 
dare to present the details. The natzl1'alism of the Greek 
was not extinguished by any amount of refinement, and so 
we find the amiable and pure-minded sage implying as a 

1 'If'Ep! 1/ttIX7Jr, fro 13. 
S There were of course previous biographers, as there were previous 

novelists, but neither are worth mentioning in comparison with the two 
great masters. 
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matter of course in his advices that a wife must be prepared 
to overlook her husband's infidelities, provided they are 
committed away from home j that growing boys will be 
shown pictures which they must be taught to regard as mere 
art to prevent their learning lessons in immorality. So also 
we find him in a discourse upon the worship of Isis, ad
dressed to Klea, a distinguished priestess of a guild at 
Delphi, discussing the exhibitions of the generative principle 
in nature with an unreserve which we should not tolerate in 
conversation, not to say in a published missive to a lady. 

The fact that these things occur casually in his 
writings persuades me to treat them as evidence far more 
valuable than the often rhetorical generalities with which 
he introduces a moral subject, as when, for example, he pre
faces his tract on Brotherly Love with the stock-complaint 
that this with the other virtues is disappearing from among 
men, and that now its occurrence is regarded with the same 
surprise as its absence was in simpler days.l There were 
pure affections, strong attachments, lasting friendships then 
as in every epoch of extended culture. 

But while every student of Hellenism during this time of 
Roman influence must admit certain unpleasant features, I 
protest against employing as historical evidence another 
writer, largely cited by all the German authorities who have 
discussed the morals, of waning Greece. Both Friedlander 
in his monumental Sittengeschichle and Hertzberg in his 
meritorious History, as well as Goll and others who are 
mere essayists, make large use of the novel of Apuleius, 
called his Metamorphoses, as giving a fair picture of Northern 
Greece and its society in the generation now before us. 

1 Hertzberg (ii. 283) quotes this statement just as other German 
critics quote the famous re8ections in Thucydides's third hook, without 
any suspicion or any feeling of their exaggeration. 
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It tells the adventures of one Lucius, who narrates in 
the first person that his family on the father's side had its 
ancestors in Athens, Sparta, and Corinth, while his mother's 
relations are to be found in Thessaly. The father's pedi
gree has all the appearance of a clumsy attempt to assert re
spectability among the ignorant by parading a catalogue of 
famous city names. The mother's connection was required 
by the plot of the book, for Lucius must be brought to 
Thessaly to stumble upon the witchcraft and witches whom 
the poets had long since located there, and a great Thes
salian lady, who is his' maternal aunt, plays a prominent part 
for some chapters. The mother, however, of this Attica
Corintho-Spartan youth, who herself. hails from Thessaly, is 
called in good Latin Salvia, and his aunt Byrrhrena. He says 
he was nurtured as a boy at Athens, and learned Latin at Rome 
with difficulty, and this he makes an excuse for his style. 

-But if his style has faults, if it has a Greek and an artificial 
flavour, it is surely not from late or imperfect knowledge 
of Latin. No author of the period is richer in vocabulary, 
more profuse in rhetoric, more various in idiom. Exuber
ance is the main characteristic of his style. The danger 
which he felt arose from another cause. He was translating 
an"d adapting from Greek stories, and says it plainly enough 
in his opening words. He calls his novel a Grtecanica 
fabula. He interlards it perpetually with digressive tales 
very like in character to those of the Dccamerone. These 
were the 'Milesian Tales·' which he utilised, and which 
we find wo~ked up into the later Greek novels of Xenophon 
Ephesius, Achilles Tatius, and others. l He is in fact re
peating Greek fairy tales or robber stories, and placing 
them in a geography of his own. 

1 They are collected in the Sed/tores Erotici Graci, published in the 
Te~bner series, and edited by Hercher. 
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He begins, as I have said, in Thessaly, for he desired to 
dilate upon witchcraft and describe the transformation of his 
hero by these arts into an ass. But where is the nobilissima 
civitas, the renowned city of Hypata, where his hero begins 
his adventures? ·It is not known to Strabo in his careful 
survey of the Thessalian towns. It never appeared pro
minently, except only in one long-past campaign, that 
of the Romans a'gainst Antiochus the Great and the 
.t'Etolians,I though Thessaly was so often 'Mars's orchestra.' 

During most of the succeeding adventures and wanderings 
of the transformed hero with his vario~s masters, the author 
confines himself to the formula, deveni11lus in alia11l fjuanda11l 
nobile11l civitatem, 'we come to another distinguished city,' 
and it is well, for when he does attempt closer precision and 
describes an assault of robbers upon Thebes, he regards this 
city as upon the sea-coast! The robbers, being beaten off 
wiih the loss of two of tneir leaders, think it best to bury 
them in the sea before retiring to the neighbouring Platrea ! 
And here a rich citizen was preparing to give a great enter-

. 1 The only literary occurrence of the name I can find is in Livy 
xxxvi. 16.30, where he copies from Polybius the details of this war, 
and Hypata is the usual meeting·place for negotiations between the 
Roman Lucius and the JEtolians. It is called there a town ofThessaly, 
but was really the central town of the JEnianes on the northern slopes 
of Mount <Eta. Strabo (ix. 4, §: II) says they were completely ruined 
by the JEtolians and the Athamanians under king Amynander. He 
mentions no town on the north slope of <Eta, and seems to have little 
information about the district. Had Hypata then been of the smallest 
note it could not possibiy have escaped him. I will add that Hertzberg 
(ii. 19, note) cites from Ross an inscription mentioning the friendship 
of a citizen of Hypata with Germanicus, and CIL iii.· 586 alludes to a 
quarrel between Hypata and Lamia. There are a few Greek inscrip
tions in which the name occurs, CIG 1717, 1774, etc., and another in 
oc:n i. 120. Pliny (H. N. xxv. S, 49) alludes to its hellebore. 
Hertzberg only expresses a faint doubt about the splendour of this 
Hypata (ii. 209). 



XIII THE GEOGRAPHV OF APULEIUS 1Z97 

tainment in the way of a gladiatorial show with numbers of 
wild beasts to his fellow-citizens-at Platrea! We know 
indeed from Pausanias that the old temples still stood there, 
and that yearly and five-yearly feasts were still celebrated 
in honour of the ancient victories over the Persian. But 
if every indication we have both in Pausanias and Strabo 
be not false, Platrea was like all its neighbours a decayed 
and empty village, living upon the tourists who came to see 
its antiquities, and only waking up armually to receive those 
who gath~red to celebrate its venerable feasts. 
. The whole geography of the book is, therefore, either 

• from ignorance or deliberate carelessness unreal, and full of 
su~h violations of fact as the author could have avoided by 
any superficial acquaintance with Northern Greece. His 
account of Corinth, on the other hand, speaks of clear per
sonal knowledge. He knows the new and brilliant city; 
he knows its harbours, and the feasts celebrated there to 
Isis and other deities. But here it is that he portrays to 
us. such a state of public morals that I refuse to accept his 
evidence for the social condition of even the Greek towns 
which he knew. He not only describes the most monstrous 
immoralities as being committed bx women of wealth 
and position with impunity, but when they become known, 
preparations being actually made to repeat these hideous 
violations of all natural decency in the public theatre for 
the amusement of the populace. It is impossible for me 
to repeat a single detail in the story. But I am convinced 
that very Roman as was the complexion of New Corinth, 
very immoral as was the atmosphere of that city at all times, 
very extravagant as may have been the license of the many 
oriental traders who resorted thither-and we know what 
the sport of orientals is from the Arabian Nights-no such 
exhibition could ever have been tolerated in any civilised 



GREEK WORLD UNDER ROMAN SWAY CHAP. 

city of the first century save only at Rome, and at the court 
of Nero in Rome. Suetonius-and is he credible ?-tells us 
of similar bestialities performed before Nero,1 and it is here 
only that our author could have found the facts, which he 
adapted to another scene. If such things ever were thought 
of at Corinth, it was in imitation of the orgies of Nero. 

I suggest, therefore, that the strange book of Apuleius, 
with its mixture of extravagant obscenity, enthusiastic 
ritualism, gross naturalism culminating in the strictest piety, 
was written with a strong Roman flavour by a Roman, for 
the depraved society of Nero's court, and that the crimes 
piled up upon the Greeks of Thessaly and Breotia are partly 
the gross inventions of the Milesian fablers, partly the de
praved imaginings of that emperor's intimates. We might 
as well charge all society in France with being addicted to 
one form of vice, because recent French fiction occupies 
itself almost exclusively with this as the material for its 
plots. The society for w/zic/l such books are written must 
have shown that they are to its taste; the society 'which such 
books portr;" may be wholly different, and grossly libelled 
by being made to reflect the vices of the author and his 
readers. 

The whole problem is complicated by the fact that a 
novel attributed to Lucian, called The Ass, but now rejected 
from his works by critical editors, gives the same story in a 
much briefer form, with close similarity of details, but omit
ting many of the irrelevant digressions of Apuleius, as well 
as his pious conclusion. 

It is perfectly plain that either author has copied the 
other, unless both have copied from a common source. 
The now prevalent theory seems to be that Apuleius copied 
and enlarged Lucian~s story;, but there is this grave difficulty, 

1 :<ero, cap. 12. <;:f. Tac. Ann. xv. 37, 
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that both writers were about contemporary; indeed I am 
not sure that we can prove Lucian the senior. Internal 
evidences are to me still more destructive of the theory. I 
ask any man of common sense, is it more likely that a 

. superstitious and enthusiastic writer should have taken for 
his model a scurrilous and sceptical story and grafted his 
piety on this stock, or that a sceptic should have taken from 
a verbose and ample original, full of superstition and de
votion, the substance for a more compendious satire upon 
such old wives' fables? The date of both authors, however, 
being clearly beyond the-limits of this volume-for they 
lived under Hadrian and the Antonines-I should not 
have entered upon this discussion were it not that both, 
in my opinion, borrowed from an older Greek original, The 
Melamorj!wses of Lucius of Palr.ae, which the patriarch 
Photius 1 read along with the story of Lucian, and then 
expresses his hesitation which of the two was the original. 
He decides very sensibly that Lucius is the prior, because 
he is much fuller and because he writes in a credulous 
and naive spirit. These are the very features which dis
tinguish the version of Apuleius from that of Lucian, so 
that the inference seems obvious that we have in Apuleius's 
work a more faithful copy of the (now lost) original which 
Lucian, or some brother sceptic, reduced in length, tra
duced in spirit, and brought out independently of the Latin 
version. This Lucius of Patrre then must have lived 
within the first century (probably under Nero), if his work 
became, early in the next, the model of an African and of 
a Syrian author, both of whom probably learned to Jmow it 
during their early studies at Athens. 

But the arguments above urged against the historical 
. value of Apuleius'scopy still lie against the citizen of Patrre. 

I Cod. 129. 
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The introduction concerning his journey a~d the company 
on the way, with stories interlarded somewhat in Chaucer's 
fashion, gives us a real picture of what a citizen of the Roman 
colony of Patrre, a Greek with a Roman name, would know 
familiarly. But his deliberate intention is to be fabulous, . 
and to assert the powers of magic and the violations of 
rtature to be leading facts in our daily life. These are the 
reasons which -Corbid me to follow the example of Hertz
berg,l and to entertain my readers with marvellous tales of 
robbers, and of the wealth and refinement of country towns 
in Thessaly. Such simplicity in a critic is no doubt refresh
ing to the reader, but only instructive as a psychological 
reflex of the mind which displays it. Let us return to the 
soberer Plutarch. 

The general effect produced by the many pictures, allu
sions, references, illustrations he takes from the Greek world 
of his times shows clearly that romantic adventures, great 
passions, monstrous crimes were foreign to the small and 
shabby gentility of Roman Greece. The highest rewards he 
can set before the keenest ambition are no better than if 
we should now fire our youths' imaginations with the pros
pect of becoming parish beadles, vestrymen, or even town 
councillors. . He confesses honestly that a rescript from the 
Roman governor brooks no delay in obedience, and that 
all attempts to stir up a spirit of real independence are worse 
than futile. This was what drove sterner and stronger spirits 
into the refuge of philosophy, the Cynic's cloak and beard, 
the Stoic's contempt of worldly goods, the. Epicurean's 
patronising smile at the tea-cup storms of local rivalries. 

But Plutarch was a man who abhorred extremes. He 
loved compromises. In philosophy his adherence to the 
Academy was loose even for that very broad and undogmatic 

1 Gmh. Griceh. ii. 281 sq. 
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school. It would be hard to say whether the number of 
Stoic dogmas which he rejects exceeds that which he 
quotes with approval. While he inculcates submission to 
the powers that be, he is always advocating a spirit of 
dignified independence almost inconsistent with that sub
miSSIOn. While. he teaches monotheism and the spirit
uality of God in words of splendour, and while he feels the 
strength and comfort of religion pure and llndefiJed, he will 
not abandon the old temples and their sacrifices. Even the 
vulgar prose responses of the rustic Pythia and her prole
tarian priests, interpreting the advice of Apollo upon ques
tions too trivial to deserve a literary reply-even this he 
defends with his 'conservative spirit because the oracle is old, 
because it was once highly honoured and is still morally 
useful; he also devises miny subtle and plausible arguments 
to support his opinion. He will not adopt with Plato the 
equality of the sexes, or with the Stoics the injustice of 
slavery, or with the Pythagoreans the rights of the lower 
animals to justice at the hands of men. yet he goes a long 
way with alI three-magnifying the position and the dignity 
of the house-mother both by example and precept, inculcat
ing everywhere kindness and consideration to slaves, adopt
ing even vegetarian doctrines in some of his ear1ier treatises, 
and upholding with satire and with paradox the superior in
sight and intelligence of the animals we patronise or oppress. 

His leading feature, and he lets us see that he is both 
. conscious and proud of it, is sympathy with all his fellows; 

his leading ambition is in consequence to act as adviser and 
director to all that need it-from the king on his throne and 
the councillor in his ripe old age to the giddy youth and 
reckless child. We have in every society instances of that 
amiable vanity, which is indeed not uncommon in advanced 
age among those who love their fellows, and think that the 
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lapse of years has of necessity brought wisdom in the wake 
of ample experience. 

We may notice that this general direction of con
sciences assumed by Plutarch is very much confined to 
Greek life and habits, and only applicable in a general way 
to Romans. He dedicates indeed many of his treatises to 
Sossius Senecio, and other distinguished persons at Rome, 
where he had delivered public lectures when a young man. l 

The atmosphere of Rome, however, seems to have been 
distasteful to him, and he spent all his mature life in 
Chreronea, perhaps as distinctly the last of the Greeks as 
his contemporaries J uvenal and Tacitus are I the last of the 
Romans.' 

Let us develop into detail some of these general state
ments. We must remember, ~hen weighing Plutarch's 
statements concerning the politics still possible for an 
ambitious Greek that, whether from the influence of the 
great master of his school, Plato, or from a practical view 
of things similar to that of Polybius-indeed of all the 
literary classes in all ages of Greek life-he was strongly 
opposed to democracy in the modern sense. He regarded 
the lowering of the franchise to include free paupers as idle 
and mischievous. He thinks that monarchy is ideally the 
most perfect state; 2 he is perhaps alone among literary 

1 De curios. 15.-' Once when I was lecturing at Rome, and that 
Rusticus whom Domitian afterwards put to death from envy of his reputa· 
tion was among the audience, an orderly came right through the room 
and handed him a missive from Cresar. So when there was silence, 
as I paused that he might read the letter, he would not have it so, and 
refused to open it till my lecture was over and the audience dismissed.' 
An interesting glimpse into a Greek lecture· room at Rome. 

I De Monarch. etc. 4- In the various definitions of a democracy put 
into the mouths of the seven sages, if that dialogue be genuine (Sept. 
Sap. Conv;v. II), the will of the majority is never once mentioned as 
a mark. 
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Greeks in admitting the justice and the usefulness of many 
tyrants j 1 he holds that the liberties still accorded to the 
Greek towns are as much as they can bear. What they 
have lost, he thinks, is counterbalanced by the peace and 
security afforded through Roman sway. ' For see 2 that if 
we enumerate the greatest blessings which polities S en joy
peace, liberty, material prosperity, populousness, harmony
as far as peace is concerned the communities have nothing 
to desire from their politici~ns; 'every Greek, every barbarian 
war has departed from us and vanished j 4 as regards liberty 
they have as much as the rulers accord to such communities, 
and perhaps as much as is good for them.5 Good seasons 
and populousness are blessings to be sought from the 
gods.'6 But while he goes on to advise against discord, 
which can only be allayed by the skill and good temper 
of local leaders, it is very interesting that he feels, almost 
like Edmund Burke,'T the value of parties in each state. 

1 De sera num. 6:8. 9 Reip. ger. prIZe. 32. 
a I think it best to use this old-fashioned word to describe that sort 

of community which is a single city and yet counts as a separate state, 
the Greek ,..O}..,s, of which Monaco, San Marino, and Hamburg are or 
were up to our own generation the only modern examples. 

, See a parallel passage on the safety and comfort of life at this time, 
tie tranquill. ii. 

I i-".v(J<pla.s IU, IIlTo/l ol Kpa.TOVJlTff IIlp.oVIT' To'iS Q,jp.olS, piT.ITTI, Ka.l TO 
... -,.i01l tlTWS OUK II./UI"OIl. 

6 The rest of this important passage I shall quote in the sequel (pp. 
30S, 306). Here is another casual piece' of evidence. A friend gallops 
out on horseback to announce to the company talking together at 
Helicon (Tbespire) that a:fair widow in Thebes has just kidnapped Il youth 
whom she desires to marry. The excited rider introduces his news 
thus: 'Ye Gods, what will be the end ,of this liberty, which is upsetting 
our polity? For now matters have passed through autonomy into 
lawlessness' (anomy-a pun). 

• '7 Cf. W. H. Lecky. Hist. 0/ Eng. in tile Eigldeent" Century, iii. 
196 sqq. for a masterly statement of the uses and abuses of party 
government. 
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His examples are indeed derived from the political days 
of Greece, but the passage is very interesting. l Since every 
public is ill-natured and censorious towards its politicians, 
and suspects that whatever is done without opposition and 
debate is managed by a sort of conspiracy (for which reason 
political clubs and brotherhoods are in such bad repute), 
no just cause for hatred and variance must be allowed. We 
should act like Onomademus, demagogue of the Chians, 
who when he got the upper hand in a political struggle 
would not allow all his opponents to be banished, 'lest we 
begin to quarrel with our friends when no enemies are left 
us.' This was perhaps silfy, adds Plutarch, and then, with 
his usual habit of compromise: 'But when the crowd is 
suspicious of some great and salutary measure, it is inex
pedient that all the speakers should agree about it, as if 
by pre-arrangement, but two or three should dissent, and 
oppose in a friendly w~y the proposal, and then give in after 
some persuasion. For in this way, app~aring to be con
vinced by sound arguments, they will carry with them the 
populace. Also in trifling matters it is better that members 
of the Government should have and express real differences 
of opinion, so that on vital matters their harmony shall not 
appear pre-concerted. It is only a finer form of the old 
adage attributed to Jason, the' famous tyrant of Pherre: 
"Those who desire to do justice in great things must be 
unjust in small.'" 2 Here we have an antique example, as 
is usual with Plutarch, and indeed when he does illus
trate. his precepts by modern cases, we find ourselves 

1 Reip. ger.pytEl. 16. Cf. also the remark of Melanthius (de attd. 
pIJet. 4), that Athens was saved by the conflicts of her politicians. 

• Reip. ger. PytEl. 24. It is the reverse of a famous observation in 
Machiavelli's Principe, whose great injustices are prepared by strict 
justice in tri3es. 
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. baulked by ignorance of all the details, as is so often the 
case with our reading of Aristotle's Politics. 

There is one famous figure in the older days whom we 
seek in vain throughout Plutarch's world-the demagogue 
who gained power and wealth by virulent political opposi
tion, whose public spirit and private ends were so interwoven 
that the most diverse judgments upon his -honesty and 
policy could be equally justified. Such were men of the type 
of Cleon, Caius Gracchus, even Julius Cresar, to take the 
most brilliant examples. All scope for "thi,s kind of talent 
was now gone. If there was indeed a· low, self-seeking 
person, ,!hose ambition was. the mai~spring of action, he, 
no longer courted the demos of ~is town, even were it 
Athens or Ephesus, but the Roman governors, or the 
Roman court,! if he could contrive to go on an embassy to 
the capitaL We hear constantly from Plutarch of this type, 
which seems even to have invaded social life to a degree un
known and intolerable to us.2 The higher class of dema
gogue, the man of true political ambition, had no field 
whatever left for his energies. 'Nothing else remains,' he 
tells us in the seqliel' of the passage above cited, 'than this, 
which is not less important than any of the other blessings 
I have enumerated, in producing harmony and goodwill 

1 It is, I ,think, remarkable that all through this tract on Polic)' 
Plutarch never alludes to the communal flattel'}t of the towns which 
awarded divine honours not only to the emperors who claimed them 
(such as Caligula and Nero) but to those who repudiated them, nay, 
even to their female relations (Livia, Drusilla, etc.), and even to pro
vincial governors like Lucullus and Censorinus. This was surely the 
most prominent and is to us the most disgraceful flattery of the day. The 
tract Whether Vice suJlices f;'" Misery opens with an amusing account of 
what we call snobbery, of people who thrust themselves forward unin
vited, and submit to all manner of trouble, insult, and neglect in order 
to carry off some memento of the favour of kings. 

D Cf. his ~hole tract on Tlze Flatterer anti Fdentl. 
X 
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among those that dwell together, and allaying all strife and 
variance, as one would among personal friends ;-1 mean ap
proaching first the party that feel most aggrieved, identifying 
oneself with their griefs and repeating their complaints, then . 
gradually soothing them, and teaching them that men who 
forego their victory in a quarrel are superior not only in 
gentleness, but in loftiness and greatness of soul; and that a 
small concession will now give them a great and substantial 
victory. And then one should teach them both individually 
and collectively the weak condition of Greek polities, fit 
to enjoy thorough quiet and concord, if men of sense will 
make the best of it, since no higher prize has been left us 

. to win by fortune. Fo~ what glory, what dominion is left 
for those that prevail, what power which the brief mandate 
of a proconsul hath not abolished or transformed, nay, even 
if it remain is it worth any trouble? For as a conflagration 
seldom start!! from .temples or public buildings, but some 
lamp neglected in a private house, or a rubbish-heap set on 
fire has set up a great blaze· and wrought public loss and 
damage, so public rivalries do not always precede a revolu
tion, but differences starting from private affairs have often 
broken out into public affairs, and upset the whole polity.' 
He proceeds to illustrate this principle by cases notorious 
to his hearers, but now passed into oblivion. 
'-. Dion, in whom we can find parallel passages to most of 
Plut~rch's pages, says very similar things in his forty-eighth 
oratiort, addressed to his countrymen at Prusa. He entreats 
them to settle their differences peaceably, now that the ex
cellent Vatenus, the Roman governor, has allowed them again 
the right ot\public meeting, and above all things to make 
no difficultie~ about accounting for the public money, into 
which Varenufl will certainly inquire, whether they like it or 
not. The oratqr describes the same condition of things 

\ 
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v.-hich Pliny gives us in bis Letkrs from the Roman point 
of view. 

It is this altered state of public life whicb justifies 
Plutarch's portrait of the ideal Greek citizen, the popular 
man in the true sense of the word, a portrait which we 
cannot but suspect to be intended for his 0Wlk . For the 
naive self-consciousnesS of the man appears through every 
part of his works. In this, as in so many other features, 
both of his inner spirit and his outward surroundings, does 
he remind us of Polybius, wbose principles and policy, though 
adopted at the very outset of this decadence, were so closely 
analogous. Upon this resemblance I desire particularly to 
insist, for I know no more remarkable evidence of the per
sistence of the same kind of life and thinking ip. Greece 
for at least 200 years. • 

Here is the portrait in question: First of all let him be 
easy of access, and the common property of all, keeping open 
house, as it were a harbour of refuge to all that need it j 
showing his protection and his generosity not merely in cases 
of want and by active help, but also in sympathy with tire 
afflicted, and rejoicing with those that rejoice j never annoy
ing others by bringing with him a crowd of attendants to the 
public baths, or by securing good places at the theatre j 

. never notorious for his offensive luxury and lavishness, but 
living like the rest of his neighbours in dress and diet, in 
the bringing up of his children," and the appointments of his 
wife, as intending to be a man and a citizen on a par with 
the public about him. He should also be ever ready to give 
friendly advice and gratuitous advocacy,and offer sympathetic 
arbitration in differences of man and wife, of friend and 
friend, spending no small part of the day on the bema 1 or 

1 From which, as from the French triIItIM, councillors seem to have 
addressed the assembled people. 
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in the Illarket-place, and in .all his other life drawing to him, 
as the south wind does the clouds, wants and trusts from 
all sides, serving the state with his private thoughts, and not 
regarding politics, as many do, a troublesome business or 
tax upon his time, but rather a life's work. By these and 
all other. such means he attracts and attaches to him the 
public, which contrasts the bastard and spurious fawning and 
bribing in others with this man's genuine public spirit and 
chiuacter.1 

There had been days when such a man would have 
hoped for absolute sway in his city, nor do Plutarch's 
tirades against tyrants, copied from the commonplaces cjf 
the old dispossessed aristocrats, outweigh his distinct 
preference for the rule of one man, whose duty it once had 
been, if he were convinced of his own fitness, to assume 
the diadem. But now all that a popular politician could 
gain was the responsibility and burden of expensive 
honorary duties. In the tract Ujon Exile, a very rhetorical 
performance, .which rather makes a case than expresses a 
conviction, the main profit of exiJe is represented as the 
escape from these duties. 'You have no longer a father
land dragging at you, bothering you, ordering you about i 
crying: pay taxes, go on an embassy to Rome, entertain the 
governor, undertake public festivals.' 2 Of these require
ments I fancy the journeys to Rome must have been the 
most exaCting. For though very young men might greatly 
enjoy a trip to the capital, even with the risks of dying 
abroad,8 the envoys sent with formal compliments, in the 
hope of obtaining real benefits, were more likely to be 

I Reip. ger. prlZC. 31. I § 8. 
a Like the youth lamented by Crinagoras who seems to have been 

one of the attendants on such lUI embassy (cf. Cichorius, Rom und 
M),tilene, p. 53). 
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elderly men; they were not certain to find _ the emperor 
at Rome, and must follow him even to the pillars of 
Hercules, or at least through Italy, where the inn-keepers 
were notorious extortioners; 1 and moreover the waiting 
in ante-rooms, the insolence of Roman- senators and 
Imperial officials, must have been galling even to an 
obsequious Greek. We can well imagine how the public 
at home, who were ready to accord them statues and 
honorary inscriptions if they succeeded, would treat them if 
they returned without gaining their object-by far the most 
likely result. But of these failures we have not, of course, 
many records, and these I shall examine in due course. 
We have now to consider the many inscriptions which 
rewarded the successes of such missions. 

We cannot but wonder how the extraordinary pro
fusion of these latter, even among the scanty remains still 
extant, did not so detract from their value as to make them 
utterly contemptible, like the innumerable crowns to be 
gained at various local contests, which Plutarch calls mere 
rubbish (ITVpCPET6s). Long since a Roman conqueror had 
refused the honour ofa statue in Greece with the remark 
iurHlales sib; displicere,-' that he did not like the regi~ent.' It 
But the adherence of the Greeks to honours and occupations 
once dignified, and hallowed by long use, seems incapable of 
feeling the effects of wear and tear, the stress of weariness 
or the shafts of ridicule. All these pompous enumerations 
of civic virtues and benefits went on from generation to 
generation, and now became one of the main features in 
public life. 

I Symp. ii. 1.-' Worse than the Italian inn-keepers, who on the eve of 
a battle, when the enemy are upon them, keep an accurate account how 

_ much liquor each man who dined with them has consumed.' 
S Cic. de Orat. ii. 65. The argument urged above (p. 263) also 

applies in this more special case. 
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The desire of semi-Helleni~tic dynasts to be thus hon
oured, and inscribed on stone as benefactors of the Greeks, 
was of course very natural, and we have already found in 
Herod a specimen of that type. The inscriptions alford us 
many more. Thus 1 Ariobarzanes Philopator, king of Cap
padocia late in the first century B.C., is lauded for having 
restored with the help of Roman builders the Odeum at 
Athens, burnt in the Mithradatic war. In the next number 
of B"reckh's collection his son Eusebes philo-Romreus is 
honoured by the Athenian people. Again 2 the last descend
ant of king Juba, Ptolemy (who was put to death by Cali
gula), is commended for adorning the statue of his ancestor, 
the Egyptian Ptolemy. These were kings, but there are 
many mere Roman citizens mentioned in the succeeding 
numbers, all from Athens. s We find, moreover, constant 
compliments paid to citizens of other cities' in Greece. 

For I will add that if the centralising of the world's 
power at Rome had as yet failed to produce any real unity 
of sentiment throughout the Empire, it had at least produced, 
after so many abortive attempts in earlier history, a real 
social unity throughout Greece. Thus Plutarch lays the 
scenes of his entertainments and friendly conversations 
almost indiscriminately through Greece, at Delphi, Athens, 
Hyampolis, Elis, JEdepsus, Thespire, Corinth, without any 
other feeling than that Greeks are all friends and neighbours. 
Apuleius, if he were to be trusted, makes the wealthy society 
of Hypata even quite Roman in style, and describes many 
specially Roman luxuries at the feast of Byrrhrena, who 

1 CfG No. 358. 
• CfG No. 360. This sort of decree is preserved in hundreds of 

examples. 
• Here is a specimen (No. 367): ~ 8ijp.or /C .... ,., Mdp/Cop 'AprwpioP 

ro.f1"(ElIla.I '''" Ewola.I I,,'''a.. He was a physician of Augustus, drowned 
after the battle of Actium. 
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behaves like a very free Roman lady, not like a Greek. I 
think the lists of proxeni recently discovered, informing the 
citizens of each place, who intended to travel, whom they 
would find in each city, ready to be their official friend, are 
very significant. We have from Narthakion in Thessalyl even 
a list of the proxeni of other cities residing in that town, so 
that the stranger on his arrival could at once find and apply 
to his own official host. We have also many inscriptions tell
ing us of arbitrations in local quarrels, referred to, and settled 
by Greek cities quite remote, and not connected by any 
but the general bond of Hellenism with the disputants.s 

Plutarch shows us a greater conservative persistence in 
the second main department of public life, relt~im-ritual 
and festivals which were the public relaxation, as contrasted 
with politics, which were still the pretended business of every 
Greek polity. On this side of life the information our author 
gives us is not less explicit, and full of the same incon
sistencies. It will be understood that for th~ present I shall 
omit all account of philosophy as a school of morals, a very 
notable part of Greek religion in one sense, but wholly 
dissociated from the traditional rites and ceremonies, and 
the traditional theologies .. _Q~ Jhep~qple.- _It -is-the--geaeral 
effect as regards pubilc ~orship in the temples and at oracles, 
and at the established festivals, which I seek now to derive 
from Plutarch. Nor is the task very easy for a man of 
compromises, who desires to adopt reforms and yet retain 
the old courses, who would be a philosopher and yet a 
defender of tradition. I think his real attitude is best to be 
gathered from the following very noble passage: S • For 
the deity is not a thing without soul or spirit under the hand 
of man [he has just been censuring the use of Demeter for 

1 BCHvi. 587. s BCHvi. 247. 
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wheat, and of Dionysus for wine], but of such material gifts 
have we considered the god~ to be the givers, who grant them 
to us continuously and adequately-the gods who differ not 
one from the other, as barbarian and Greek, as of the 
south or of the north; but if the sun and the moon and 
heaven, earth, and sea, are the same to all, though they be 
called by different names, so for the One Reason that sets all 
these things in order and the One Providence that controls 
them, and for the subordinate forces that direct each several 
department, various honours and titles have been established 
by.lawamong divers nations, and men use hallowed symbols, 
here obscure, there clearer, which,lead our thoughts to God, 
not withou~ risk of failure; for some have slipped altogether 
from the path, and fallen into superstition, while others 
.avoid!ng the slough of superstition have gone over the 
precipice of atheism.' 

All the peculiarities of Plutarch's theology are here stated 
or implied. If he meant to uphold the many foreign rituals 
which had' come into Hellenis.m from the old religions of 
Asia Minor and of Egypt, especially those of Isis and of 
Mithras, he must hold the identity of many local gods of 
various names, and this is the main purpose of his long 
treatise on Isis and, Osiris-Isis, whose worship we find 
established in a special temple at Pompeii on a par with the 
Helleno-Roman gods; Osiris, into whose worship Klea, the 
high priestess of the (Dionysiac) Thyiadre at Delphi, was 
initiated by right of heredity.l He tries to show in myriad 
instances that the rituals of Egyptians and Greeks were the 
same in idea; and as regards the myths, he has recourse to 
either of the explanatory processes which he st~ongly 

deprecates when their consequences are carried out boldly
rationalism and allegory. The former was the Epicurean, the 

1 De /side, 35. 
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latter the Stoic device, adopted of course by other schools in 
their turn. Plutarch will only adopt them when they suit his 
convenience, and supplements them with another' theory of 
evasion' which made a great noise in the early Christian 
controversies. I mean his doctrine l of demons, or beings 
intermediate between man and God, who are both beneficent 
and maleficent, in fact both angels and devils, and to whom 
are to be attributed all the polytheistic vagaries of popular 
mythology. The s~called immoralities of the gods, so 
great a stumbling-block to every sober critic, were all to be 
referred to the maleficent demons. 

But there was another and a greater difficulty, which has 
not yet departed from theology. I mean the explanation 
not of the alleged immoralities committed by the gods, 
but of human immoralities being permitted by them without 
inflicting condign punishment. This difficulty was then, 
and has been ever since, one of the strongest stays 

'of-atheism. Nor could Plutarch appeal like the modern 
apologists to a firm belief ijJ. future rewards and punish
ments as his principal support, even though he' does 
compose ~ long myth at the end of his treatise, in imita
tion of the close of Plato's Republic; wherein Nero's soul 
appears studded with red hot nails,2 and wherein, along 
with the usual tortures of hell, the delights of the 

. Elysian fields are also portrayed~ But this is only an 

1 Mr. Purser points out to ~e that Plutarch rather popularised than 
originated this doctrine, and himself refers it (Ibid. 25, Dif. Drac. 17) 
to various older philosophers. Diogenes L. refers it (vii. 151) to the 
Stoics. Mr. Sayce tells me it came from Babylonia. 

9 de sera num. vinci. sub. fin. He adds with curious bathos, that being 
of a musical tum Nero was presently to be turned into a marsh-frog, for 
that he had expiated part of his misdoings by his conduct towards Greece, 
drpel}>..ElTfJa.. BE TL Ka.! 'XP'IITTbv a.frr~ 'lra.pa. fJEWV, IIT.Twv U1r1/K6W11 Tb {JO}>..TLIT' 
TOV Ka.! fJEorp,MITTa.TOV "(Evol .q}>..EvfJlpwITEv, rljv ·E}>"MBa.. This survival of 
national folly and vanity is very interesting in Plutarch. 
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1 ... w¥"""-n n;. .... w;.s- l._ow ~ ~ r' 
.m.~. i'f!I. nt.. 9-

• ,. ~ r,,"- vP-. c.u'" r",,"-~ ~ ~fC7 
.. ~ riNocw' .. ~ ~ __ ~. aU" i'l-w-
_w,,~ a O!'- at. 6. 
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appendix to his Apology, which takes a line analogous to' 
that of Bishop Butler, yet with an eloquence and richness of 
illustration very different from the tame and unattrac;:tive 
logic of the good bishop. The notable instances of punish
ment after many years are evidences that Divine Providence 
is not forgetful. Hurry and precipitation are human faults 
and foreign to ~n eternal Being. And. though there seems 
to have been delay, how can we know that we are not 
merely displaying our ignorance in asserting it. Who knows, 
whether the criminal all the while has not been bearing his 
own cross to the scene of his final punishment; 1 who 
knows whether Instead of being punished in old age he 
has not grown old in punishment.2 

Here is one more remarkable passage: 3 'Let us further 
consider this, that setting things ri:ght in human tribunals 
consists in requiting with evil, in making the ill-doer suffer 
ill, and in nothing further' -correctionary punishments' seem 
unknown in Greek codes-' wherefore they pursue the 
offender barking at him like a dog, and follow up the 
crime hot-foot. We must rather expect God, whatever 
diseased soul He treats with correction, to judge its 
passions, whether they will give way to repentance, and to 
allow time for recovery to those whose wickedness is not 
absolute and ineradicable. For knowing what share of 
virtue human souls brought with them when they came from 
Him to their birth, and how strong in them and inextinguish
able is this nobility of origin, and that they 'come out' upon 
the surface with wickedness when impaired by bad nurture 
and evil company, but when properly treated recover their 

1 Ka! T4) p£P (fW/Lan TWP KOAa!;o/L€vwP ~Ka(fTOS KaKovfYYwP eK</>epfL TCW 
a&roO (fTaVpOp, op. cit. 9. 
. 2 OU /LeTa. 7rM!opa XpoPOP, ciAA' €P 7rAe!QV LXPOVCjJ, np.wp!av fLO-KpOTepav 

OU {3paavrepIW T!POVOW' ouae 'Y'YJpa.(faVTfS €KoM(fO'YJ(fap, ciAA' €'Yl}pa(fap 
KoAa!;0JL€voL. 3 Op. cit. 6. 

c 
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natural health-knowing all this, He does not apply the 
same punishment to all, but extirpates what is incurable 
forthwith from the world, as it is offensive to the rest, and 
most of all to Himself, to see wickedness ever in His presence. 
But to those whose fault arises rather from ignorance of the 
right than deliberate choice of the vile, He gives time for 
repentance j and if they persist, them too He punishes, for
with Him there is no fear lest they should escape.' 

I will not apologise for bringing the opinions of the sage 
at this length before the reader, for as they are not revolu
tionary or peculiar opinions, held by a reform,er or original 
thinker, but essentially those of a man of practical sense and 
common wisdom, they express to us what I will call the 
religious drift of the age. 

It was noticed by all Roman observers, and appears 
clearly from the later inscriptions which form the main body 
of Breckh's Corpus, t.hat in religious rites and usages Greece 
was extraordinarily conservative. So far as this regards the 
celebration of festivals, which were always religious meetings, 
it is I think partly to be explained by the popularity of these 
meetings among all the wealthy Roman and other visitors, 
who came to Greece for this purpose, not to speak of the 
exiles who were allowed to' attend them. The Olympic, 
Isthmian, and Pythian festivals seem to me to have been 
somewhat like the Passion Play at Ammergau in attracting 
crowds of strangers-a play which is perhaps still a real 
cult, but which will certainly be kept up for financial reasons 
when its religious element has passed away. To the anti
quarian visitor, however, the ruder tocal usages, and the many 
local celebrations of old historic events, like the battles of 
Marathon and Platfea, were even more interesting, and of 
these there is a long catalogue. l Even the remaining aristo-

1 Cf. Hertzberg, ii. 256 sq. 
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1 a Henz:berg. ii. 256 Sf, 
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cracy of Greece was mainly an aristocracy of religion. The· 
list of the ~P'Yacrrwa", who worked the sacred peplos for 
Athene at Athens in 98 B.C. are all noble names, chosen 
from the old tribes (.pvAa£).l I have already alluded to the 
priestly aristocracy of Stratoniceia.2 We also know from 
inscriptions that the three ancient Doric tribes, the Hylleis, 
Pamphyli, and Dymanes existed in various Doric polities in 
Hellenistic days, S at Cos, Calymna, and at N emea. There 
was still the bloody scourging of youths at Sparta, 
already mentioned, and other remains of gloomy rites, such 
as that of qrchomenos, at which a priest" with a sword 
pursued certain daughters of the old Minyre, to allay an 
ancient curse.4, 

But I think this natural conservatism was helped by meaner 
reasons, and I do not believe in the very strict adherence 
to old dogmas of people w~o were so ready to admit foreign 
rites. The worship of Isis seems now as extended over 
Greece as any other, and perhaps more popular, and yet this 
was distinctly a novel worship as compared with the vener
able shrines and historic celebrations I have mentioned. 
Osiris too and Sarapis had their temples and their priests, 
and though there were not wanting many assertions of 
their real identity with some Hellenic god-Isis with 
Demeter and the others with Dionysus especially-such 
cults were really foreign, the people who conducted them 
were chiefly foreign, and not in harmony with the simple and 
unquestioning people which went on repeating the old services 

1 MDlviii. 61. • Above, p. 226, and BCRxi. 35. 
8 BeRviii. 29, ix. 35t. 
, But when, in the course of this ceremony, the priest actually per· 

formed the duty, and slew a woman, there was a commotion even 
greater than had the emperor abolished the custom, and the people took 
from the offending priest's family this hereditary dignity (I'lut. QulZst. 
GrtZetZ. 38). 
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and consulting the old oracles.1 In the better classes we 
must assume an increasing carelessness for these rites, ar..d, 
where spiritual wants were indeed felt, a desire to _seek 
satisfaction either in so_me new revelation or in the philo
sophic life. But I can see no decided break with the old 
and the superstitious, unless it be among the trenchant 
spirits who deliberately chose to violate the decencies of 
religious fashion. 

This sort of compromise between orthodoxy and the 
freedom of advanced spirits was in Plutarch's day very much 
~s it is now. The philosophers had shown endless difficulties, 
and had adopted a broader and more cosmopolitan concep
tion of the Deity and His relation to the world j just as now 
our sceptics will not allow the exclusive claims of particular 
churches, or exclusi\7e creeds, while they usually admit some 
general basis for them all. In respectable society and 
among people who read and think, but are not prepared to 
break with tradition, we have a public very like that of 
Plutarch, holding a good many of the new truths, confessing 
them, when pressed, to be inconsistent with the teaching of 
their church, and yet living on in a sort of practical com
promise, gladly hearing every defence of the old, while they 
read with curiosity and not withouf approval the ~ssertions 
of the new. 

Perhaps the strongest objection to this comparison will 
be made by those who read the tract on Superstition, in 
which they will find not only that there are no future 
punishments threatened to the atheist, his belief being 
regarded as a vagary of thought rather regrettable than 
detestable, but that the fault of atheism is distinctly re
garded as less than that of superstition. Nothing shocked 

1 This foreign tone was particularly strong in the religious clubs or 
associations in the mercantile cities, cf. above, p. ISo. 
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the worthy divines of the Renaissance more than this 
ul\..christian attitude in a moralist otherwise very much akin 
to Cfuistianity, and there were not wanting those who even 
accused him in consequence of being an atheist in disguise.1 

I cannot but think that an attentive study of this tract 
will show it to be one of those sophistical exercises prac
tised by every one in that age-I mean. the defence of a 
paradox with subtlety and ingenuity, taking little account 
of sober truth in comparison with dialectical plausibility. 
Plutarch opened his career by giving such lectures at Rome, 
and good critics have already noticed how several of his 
tracts have the air of mere juvenile declamations. 2 But they 
have not noticed the introduction, in some of the more 
serious treatises, of sophistical passages intended to show 
the author's acuteness and education in rhetoric; as, for 
example, the grotesque passage on the swallow as an 
inhospitable and wicked bird; S the debate on the com
parative intelligence of marine and land animals; the 
carefully polished argument in which one of Circe's hogs 
(Gryllus) proves to Ulysses the great moral superiority of 
beasts over men; the laudation of Exile in a man of strong 
patriotis~ and attachment to his home; and many of the 
silly questions proposed for discussion at his Banquet. The 
exaggerations and under-statements with which the tract on 
Superstition abounds, the brief and sketchy nature of the 
argument, the highly-coloured picture of the terrors of 
superstition compared with the calmness and ease of atheism, 

1 Cf. the citations in Ocl Greard, fa Mqrale de P/~tarque, p. 288 
sq. and notes. ' 

• Grt!ard (op. cit. p. 41) cites as examples the comparative useful. 
nus of waIer and fire, the glory of Athens, the primum frigidum, and 
the Pythagorean essays on the use of meal. All these he justly refers to 
the early years of,Plutarch, and his declamations at Rome. 

I Sympos. viii. quo 7, § 3. 
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the total absence of all mention either of the special cults 
which promote this vice or of the special sex which has 
always been subject to it-these and many other details 
make me regard it as a picture suggested perhaps by the 
popular play of Menander (the Superstitious Man), but not· 
as describing any prevalent type in the society of his day. 
Perhaps the portrait of the Flatterer, to which I have already 
alluded, suffers from a like exaggeration. But however that 
may be, all our other evidence tells us that men, at least in 
those days, were very free from the grovelling fears and 
miseries here attributed to them by Plutarch. The belief in 
future happiness is gravely adopted by him in spite of 
sceptical objections in the Consolations he addressed to. 
Apollonius 1 and to his wife on the loss of their children; 
and as future bliss seems to imply future pain, it seems 
very strange that nothing of the kind is held out as a 
danger to the deliberate atheist, who is, moreover, frequently 
the superstitious man tormented out of all belief! 

But enough of this. The' . critics who adopt Plutarch's 
argument as based on fact must also assert a recovery 
of ceremonial religion among the men of that generation, 
and this they support by his statement that the oracle at 
Delphi, of late fallen into total decay, had revived its activity, 
and was, in Piutarch's day, again frequently consulted. 
They may now also cite an inscription found by Dr. Lolling 
on the peninSUla of Methone, and belonging to the obscure 
town of Korope, which possessed an oracle of Apollo 
Koropreus. The inscription provides in great detail for the 
appointment of officers to take charge of the sanctuary, to 
receive the inquirers and issue. the responses in due order, 

'and to plant with trees and protect from trespass the sacred 

1 The genuineness of this tract is disputed by Volkmann, but I think 
needlessly. • 
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enclosure. The distinct reason given is the benefit derived 
from the god through the many strangers who now visit 
the place.l If Dr. Lolling has rightly fixed the date of this 
interesting document as the first century B.C.,2 it is, however, 
but a partial corroboration; and I hesitate to adopt so 
strange a fact about religion generally from a solitary passage 
in a treatise, which is throughout an apologia for the decay 
of faith. Plutarch indeed takes personal credit for having 
restored and beautified Pylrea (the suburb of Delphi where 
the Pythian games were held), with the help of two friends 
and of the governor. of Delphi-probably a great aid to his 
own popularity, but indicating no general revival of belief 
in oracles throughout the Greek world. Gradually the great 
shrine had gone down in estimation; the priests had no 
longer the position and wide knowledge of their predecessors; 
the Pythia was a common peasant, who talked in vulgar 
prose; the subjects of inquiry were domestic and trivial, only 
fit, he says, to be answered in common language-Am I to 
marry, to sail, to invest money, or in the case of cities, ques
tions about their crops, their cattle, and their sanitation? S 

And yet for all these changes _ Plutarch ingeniously finds 
natural ~uses, which should content men with this decad
ence, just as he exhorts them, to acquiesce in their political 
decay. And here I note as remarkable that the development 
of religion in Greece brought down the conception of provi
dential interference to the trivial affairs of everyday life, 
whereas our modem tendency is exactly the reverse. We 
now hesitate even to pray for rain or fair weather, as our 
fathers did, but, as it were, restrict the domain of Provi
dence to grave moral matter~. 

1 MDIvii. 71 sq. 
• This is his correction in the second article (cf. ibid. vii. 340). 

• De P)'I". 28. 



XIII PLUTARCH'S PROVINCIALISM 321 

There is much that is reasonable, much that is eloquent, 
in the treatise; and yet what is more singular, what more 
melancholy, than to. see the sage clinging to the sinking 
ship, or rather trying to stop the leak and declare her sea
worthy, while in his own country, as well as through the 
Hellenistic East, there had lately been preached a new faith 
which he never took pains to understand He can tell us 
how the Jewish high-priest was clothed, but as"to even Jewish 
dogmas he manifests the grossest ignorance.l His collection 
of the pladta of philosophers is superficial and jejune; his 
studies in comparative religion, though his theory asserted 
the equal dignity and veracity of all religions, are even more 
superficial and careless. He professed himself a cosmopoli
tan thinker; he was really a narrow and bigoted Hellene; 
as narrow and exclusive as the old opponents of Alex
ander had been in their day. This ingrained bigotry 
was the real secret of the decay and downfall of Greece. 
While the Asiatic cities had learned at least something from 
contact with the East, Greece had remained behind, had 
become poor and depopulated, stagnant in thought as well 
as in active life. There is no more signal instance of this 
stagnation than the sayings and counsels of Plutarch on 
politics and on religion. 

The same may be said of his utterances on art. No new 
production of any merit is mentioned; old statues, old 
temples, old pictures were still prized. People went to be 
shown round Delphi by chattering cicerones; they fre
quented picture galleries; they admired the bloom on 
ancient bronzes,9 the splendour of Homer or Pin dar, the 

1 Cf. Syinp. iv. quo 6, On the God of the Jews. This ignorance seems 
to prove that the many Jews now at Athens, Corinth, and elsewhere 
through Greece never mixed in good Greek society. 

• No setting:of a dialogue was ever more appropriate or promising 
y 
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music of the ancients, which was no longer understood. 
On these things Plutarch copies Plato or Aristoxenus. But 
though statues were set up in crowds to benefactors of their 
several cities, we hear that these monuments of liberality 
were kept in stock, often without the heads, which were 
added when the dedication was ascertained and the statue 
bought; and even this was more tolerable than the practice 
above mentioned (p. 239) of erasing old dedications and 
renaming the effigies of ancient gods and heroes. Let us 
then turn to the only life still remaining-the private and 
domestic doings of Plutarch's friends. 

than that of Plutarch's on tlu P)'IAian Oracle. A party of visitors are 
being led round by the professional showmen, whom they ridicule while 
they follow them, interrupting their follies with serious talk on religion 
and art. As usual in Greek literature, the splendid natural features of the 
place are never mentioned. The openings of the first seventeen chapters 
contain interesting allusions to old treasure houses and the offerings they 
contained. The habit of visiting picture galleries is clearly implied by 
the opening sentence of the tract on llu Genius of S()(rales. An artist 
compares the visits of ignorant visitors to hisgaUery (01 "':'}WI'" TO~' 
'Yt"fpap.pJ"ollS ,..t"aKar) to the confused applause of a crowd, those of the 
cultivated and critical to tLCquaintances who individually address him. 



CHAPTER XIV 

PLUTARCH AND HIS TIMES-PRIVATE LIFE 

No generation of men ever felt more keenly than Plutarch's 
contemporaries that they represented the .old age of their 
country. Not only is there no outlook before them, but 
when discussing the treatment and education of the child, 
we find Plutarch dealing with the various efforts to over
come the constitutional delicacies- derived from unhealthy 
parents, a difficulty which earlier theorists would have met 
with far Ip.ore trenchant remedies. Exposing of children was 
still perhaps as common as of old, but now they were exposed 
from poverty,! while Plutarch's wealthy friends, however unfit 
to be parents, never reflected upon the sin of spreading her
editary disease among their race. There were even medical 
courses of treatment, intended to protect children from the 
probable outbreak of such diseases. Plutarch uses. all this 
as an illustration of his principle that the apparent delays 
of divine justice are only larger and deeper justice, and 
considers that the 'skipping of generations' so often notice
able in gout and other punitive diseases arises from the 
insight of the Deity into the virtues of those that are spared.2 

101 p.W -yll.p·7ral''IrEf oil rpi¢OVtflrlK"aK.r.'II.. (de aml1re pro/is, sub. fin.) 
~ .De sera num. wind. 19'22. .De lib. edu(. 3.-If this tract be 



GREEK WORLD UNDER ROMAN SWAY CHAP. 

In considering the treatment of children he sets himself 
strongly against that selfish luxury in parents which causes 
them to neglect personal supervision. There may be, 
indeed, excessive and injurious forcing of children,-a very 
modern vice in parents-but this is not so usual as its 
opposite. 1 Beginning with the duty of the mother to nurse 
her own child-which,by the way, his own wife did not 
perform-he inveighs against the crime of economising 
by the selection of cheap or broken-down slaves to iook 
after the children,2 still more against the crime of allow
ing private interest or the thoughtless recommendation of 
friends to influence the parents' choice of teachers.s He 
seems to_ feel all through-in this perhaps reflecting the in
fluence of Roman habits on Greek fashion-that education 
is no longer a state affair, but the private duty of parents. 
There is hardly a word, in his instructions, upon schools and 
schooling. But he alludes casually to the strange scenes 
which boys were allowed to witness-criminals dressed up 
with robes and crowns, and- presently stripped and publicly 
tortured; paintings of subjects so objectionable that we 
should carefully explain to the child the distinction between 
art as such and art as a vehicle of morals. On the other 
hand deportment was strictly watched: for example, not· to 
use the left hand' unless it were to hold bread at dinner, 
while other food was taken with the right; to walk in the 

• genuine, he knows that drunken parents produce drunkards. In Philo 
(Leg. ad Caium, § 8) there is a remarkable argument put in Caligula's 
mouth that his ancestors were his educators in imperial qualities, in 
that they transmitted his training to him in his blood. 

lOp. cit. 13. . 
2 If a nurse be employed, let her be a Greek with a good accent (op. 

dt. 5) ; on the quality of the predagogue slave, cap. 7. 
8 On false shame, 8 . 

• 4 Cf. on the impoliteness of using the left hand, de Tranq. s; Theo
dorus's remark, de Forfuna, S; Vir!. do(eri posse, 3. 
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streets without looking up; to touch salt-fish with. one 
finger, fresh-fish, bread, meat, with two; to scratch yourself 
thus; to fold your cloak thus. l Not only is the necessity 
of early education insisted upon, but even of a library of 
standard books for the boy to know and enjoy; and Plut
arch also expresses the old Greek contempt for the man of 
late or of self-education. If in our day science, which can 
be learned in mature life, were not taken into account, 
we should probably hold very similar views, for literary 
culture is not thus attainable.2 

If you complain that all this instruction costs more time 
and-money than the poor can afford, Plutarch admits it, but 
says he is only concerned with the more refined classes. 

. 'But some one may object that I, undertaking to give pre
scriptions on the training of the children of free citizens, 
apparently neglect the training of poor townsmen, and only 
think of instructing the rich-to which the obvious answer is: 
that I should desire the training I prescribe to be attainable 
alike by all; but if any, through want of private means, 
cannot obtain it, let them blame their fortune and not 
their adviser. Every effort, then, must be made, even by the 
poor, to train their children in the best possible way, and 
if this is beyond them, to do it according to their means.' 8 

. This remark is more particularly applicable to bodily 
training, on which the age had attained to far greater wisdom 
and more modern common sense than we should have ex
pected. In the first place Plutarch sets himself against 
any iron rules, which make a man the slave of his body, 
and purchase health at the cost of accepting idleness and 

lOp. cit. 9. 
o Cf. S)'11lp. ix; quo 14. § 3. where 6.p<p.a.8Is and iJ:ypO<KOV are coupled 

together. 
8 De lib. edtee. II; cr. also de sail. pYO!e. 25. 
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stupidity along with it. Thus the rule of the trainers that 
men should not excite themselves with talk at meals he 
rejects as probably wrong, and in any case socially inex
pedient. Even special diet is bad, and so are all extremes, 
such as the ostentation 1 of taking cold baths. Whatever 
is not natural he regards as unhealthy; and not only does 
he speak with the greatest disgust and contempt of the habit 
of taking emetics, but he puts purgatives in the same cate
gory, as being quite superfluous to those who live a regular 
and temperate life, and as being only invented to relieve 
excess.2 Still he is human enough to admit, in the mouth 
of his leading character in the dialogue, that it is not easy 
to maintain strict moderation at a large and sumptuous 
feast, where refusing many things is perhaps not polite. 
'You should prepare for such occasions by abstemiousness 
beforehand. But if you be really indisposed, it is a case 
of false shame to accept such invitations, when a properly 
worded excuse witlt a smart point in it will often please as 
much as an acceptance. A similar defence of your ab
stemiousness at;, table will often help you easily out of the 
difficulty.' Like all later Greek authorities he prefers field 
sports and general military training to athletic competitions. 

There is little to be gleaned, as I have said before, con
.ceming school life; the later education of the youth now 
consisted chiefly in hearing lectures and practising rhetoric 
or disputation, as an introduction either to practical life or 
that higher calling known as philosophy. He seems to 
attach but little importance to those tj1tebic institutions, 
which played so prominent a part in the Hellenistic days 
of Athens.s Plutarch is very emphatic on the proper mental 

1 lr,a'''CT'KOr K,u ",,.,,,0:6,,_ san. prac. IS. 
t p'a.p4 ra.pa.p.6S,a. r",,,JLOIfiis (the loathsome solace of surfeiting), 01. 

c;l. 20-

» Inscriptions indeed of such bodies still abound, and we have fro~ 
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attitude for the youthful hearers of lectures, readers of poets, 
and students of art, both as regards the matter brought 
before them and the person of the teacher. Great care 
must be taken to separate the mere art side in dramatic 
poetry and in painting from the ethical. If they see re" 
presentations of violent or indecent passion they must only 
attend to the talent of the drawing. And as regards the 
quality of the teachers, the mere exhibiting sophist is very 
different from the solid philosopher, who probes our faults, 
and gives us serious and stem advice; 'and you must not be 
like the many who delight in and applaud him sb long as he 
talks of things indifferent; but whenever he comes to home 
questions and takes men to task individually, they get angry 
and think him intrusive; for they naturally assume that hear
ing philosophers in the schools is much the same as hearing 
actors in the theatre, people who differ in nowise from 
themselves in their private lives. Now this is true enough 
as regards the sophists, who, when they leave their profes
sional chair and lay aside their books, are in the real affairs 
of life insignificant and on a level with the many. But as 
regards real philosophers, men ignore that both their earnest 
and their sport, their smile and their frown, and most of 
all their advice to each man in private, bear precious fruit 
to those who will accustom themselves to attend to them.'! 

Thus we find ourselves in the presence of what may be 
called a parochial clergy disseminated through all the towns, 

the opening of the second century (Ill, 130 A.D., etc.) onward a most 
interesting series of the busts of the Athenian (osmeta, or controllers of 
the ep1zebi. The great contrasts in the appearance, and the often non
Hellenic types, of these men, who were at least socially of the highest 
class, are a plain indication how cosmopolitan even Attic society, with 
all its conservative tendencies, had now become (cf. the busts reproduced 
by A. Dumont in Ben i. and ii., with his article, i. 229). 

1 De recto rat. aut!. 12. 
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who consoled people in grief, who received confessions and 
gave advice in private, and preached their gospel in public. 
Nor does Plutarch, nor did his age, confine themselves to 
hearing one philosophic creed. Whether Cynics, or Stoics, 
or Academicians, or, what was most frequent, Eclectics-all 
taught serious moral lessons and the acknowledged virtues 
with no greater differences or contentions than, for example, 
the various sects of Protestants exhibit in America; dis
puting -often, and sometimes angrily, on special points of 
doctrine, but still agreeing on the broad general lines, and 
supported in tum by serious men as all knowing and teach
ing practical truths. Plutarch himself derides the paradoxes 
of the Stoics, and indeed his compromising temper was 
constitutionally opposed to their trenchant dogmas, but 
how many points does he not adopt from them? His pro
fessed master, and head of the original Academy, was Plato, 
and yet all Plutarch's tracts on married life show that the 
Platonic Republic must have appeared to him not only im
practicable but positively inhuman. He desires no heroic 
remedies; he expects no great reform in society, but 
preaches personal dignity as the basis of truthfulness, 
purity, charity, such as they were understood in the heathen 
world. I put it in this way because there is a naturalistic 
vein in him foreign to the heights of Stoic or Christian mor
ality. If a husband lapses from his fidelity let him do it else
where than at home; if the wife hears of it let her ignore 
it; if she feels repelled from or by her parents-in-law let 
her cultivate them with peculiar affection; let her educate 
herself even so far as to study geometry and Plato, but on 
no account allow religious cults foreign to her husband to 
creep into the house. l He censures the cruelties of a hot-

1 This is probably pointed at Christianity, as well as at those oriental 
cults which we know to have done domestic mischief in those days. 
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tempered house-master, the miseries of a superstitious one 
-all the petty weaknesses and vices that attack every over
ripe and decaying society are pictured in his pages. 

But what remedies does he propose? Not the revelation 
of any mystery, not the ardent love of a new creed, not the 
uncompromising courage of a Stoic principle. He borrows 
from the prosaic Aristotle the doctrine of habit, of gradual 
progress in virtue, of gradual falling away into vice, and 
exhorts his hearers to watch small things, to begin with 
small resolves, to practise • active habits of virtue,' and so 
train themselves gradually to self-control, good temper, 
liberality, calmness of mind. There is not even any trench
ant denunciation of the grave immoralities which permeated 

- Greek society. He inveighs indeed against the new and 
extravagant terms .of praise uttered by the audiences in 
lecture rooms, because here there is excess.1 He can
not endure the poet Aristophanes, for in the first place, he 
says: • If you recite him at a feast, each guest must have a 
grammarian beside him to explain the allusions, and then 
how coarse he is, and obscene, and how little he studies the 
proper diction of his various characters.' But on the splen
dours. of the poet-his unequalled !ichness. of humour, 
his exquisite diction, his lyric sweetness,-not a word. 
Every eulogy is reserved for Menander, the only poet 
(beside Euripides) worth reciting in society, the most perfect 
outcome of Greek literature, the most perfect mirror of 
human life.2 Let the reader turn to my Greek Lift and 

1 De recto rat. aud. Is.-'Those who have brought in the fashion 
of new exclamations at lectures, such as Divine, I1ZSpired, U"approack. 
able (lJet",., lJeo",otyfrr",., rl:zrPOITtT"'.), instead of the old Ka~':;'., ITO",,:;,., or 
d~'l/lJw., behav~ with great indecency, and damage the lecturer by sug
gesting that he desires such extravagant eulogy.' 

2 Even Euripides and Pindar he charges with the vulgarities of boast· 
fulness and conceit (on Self-Praise, § I). 
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Thought,I where I have weighed the Attic New Comedy 
in the scale of morals. He will be persuaded that a more 
mesquin and frivolous society has never been brought upon 
the stage. But Menander and his society were polished; 
there was nothing raw or harsh about them; their vices 
were venial, or at least cur;tble; they went through their 
lives without any offensive tragedy or any vulgar suicide. 

- This. then, is really Plutarch's mission-apart from his 
work as a biographer-to feel the pulse of society, to 
give ordinary rules and advices, to make human intercourse 
smoother and more agreeable. Here it is that all those 
qualities which make his philosophy superficial and his 
morals feeble aid him to direct social life with tact and 
give entertainments with refinement. This is, therefore, a 
topic worthy of special attention; for here, if anywhere, the 
Greeks were still acknowledged masters, and gave the tone 
to all the society of the civilised world. 

Indeed we may pass almost naturally from the philosophic 
lectures, which we have just mentioned, to the question of 
conversation, for the whole tract on Proper Conduct al Lectures 
is partly moral, partly social in its tone. All through it he 
feels that the danger,of his age was over-attention to words, 
to form, to purity and grace of diction, and neglect of the real 
substance. 'Wherefore we should imitate' not the flower
girl, but the bee, in seeking for the essence .. For the former 
gathers rich and scented flowers, and weaves them into 
garlands sweet indeed, but ephemeral and fruitless; whereas 
the bee, after flying through meadows of violas and roses 
and hyacinths, lights upon the strongest and most pungent 
thyme, and hence obtains what is best for its honey.' The 
showy flowers of the field are therefore the food of drones, 
just as the phrases and periods of the sophist satisfy vulgar 

1 Pp. 115-123. 
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hearers. 'Nay, rather as a man about to leave the barber's 
shop stands up before the looking-glass, and feels his head, 
and notes the change in the cut of his hair and beard,' so 
he that stands up to leave a lecture-room should examine 
his mind and see what he has gaine(P 

Nevertheless, form is a delightful thing, and young men 
are quite right to admire it But remember that nothing 
is worse than that critical attitude, which cannot praise 
without some carping or detraction; here you must ob
serve the mean 1I between the gushing and the sneering 
hearer. But the admiration of form should come after the 
serious matters, 'just as those at a feast, when their thirst 
is allayed, then begin to look at the plate and turn the cups 
in their hands, so when the hearer is well fed with dogmas, 
he may consider what elegance there is in the exposi
tion. But he that from the outset does not hold to the 
substance, but requires the diction to be Attic and chaste, II 

lOp. cit. 8. SOp. cit. 13. 
I a: also tk profeel. 8. It is remarkable that he ridicules (de 'lI,'t. 

pud. 16) as pedantic the avoidance of Ilia/us in composition, a law 
carefull:y attended to by most Attic writers, and illdeed apparently by 
Ilimself. I will here say a word upon this test, so generally accepted, 
since the .famous tract of Benseler, by critics of the Plutarchean collec
tion. Volkmann, in the second or critical part of his exhaustive work 
(Leben, &Ilriften und PIlilosopllie tks Plutarch, Berlin, 1869), en
deavours to show that in nearly every case internal reasons support this 
external test. Whenever in a tract of the Mora/ia hiatus is admitted, 
he finds other reasons to prove its spuriousness. But here, as else
where, the reader will find strongly subjective convictions taking the 
place of arguments. Thus the Consolatill ad Apollonu.", is judged by 
critics so great as Wyttenbach and Bahr to be excellent, an echo of Plato, 
lofty in diction to the limits of t"'iedy (op. cil. i. 130); by Volkmann 
(op. cit. 144) frigid and strained, overladen with false ornament, etc. 
One cannot but feel that he was led by the new test of Benseler, and 
that.had the Conso/atilln avoided hiatus it would have also escaped his 
censure. And what shall we say of the cases which are doubtful? Thus 
the tract de Garrulitate in general avoids hiatus, but has nevertheless so 
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is like the man who will not drink an antidote unless 
it be handed him in Attic. ware, or put on a cloak in 
winter unless the wool be of Attic sheep, but sits idle in his 
thin and unsubstantial vesture of Lysian language.' 1 The 
curious feature in all this is that the imitators were as unable 
to reproduce Attic purity as our Renaissance builders to 
reproduce Attic architecture. These later sophists and their 
hearers had so completely lost the secret that, with the 
qualified exception of Lucian, who passed muster till he fell 
into the hands of Cobet, none of them even approximated 
to Attic purity. They were as degenerate in eloquence as 
were their contemporaries who affected to cqpy the old 
philosophic masters by adopting 'the lisp of Aristotle and 
the stoop of Plato.' 2 To repeat the fine illustration with 
which he closes the tract: 'As if one went to seek fi·re from 

"his neighbour, and finding it bright and cheery were to: sit 
down there and stay warming himself, so is he who comes 
to seek instruction from another and forgets to kindle his 
own flame, but in delight at what he hears sits soothed 

many grave admissions of it as to make.Benseler pause. But Volkmann 
gets .rid . of some of them by emendation, apologises for the rest, and 
accepts the tract. 

The whole discussion, therefore, in his book, though acute and sug
gestive, seems to me to want finality, especially so long as we do not 
possess a complete index gracitatis to Plutarch (based on some better 
text than Reiske's) and ascertain what variations of vocabulary the tracts 
contain. I have therefore felt justified in quoting from some of the tracts 
under suspicion, which seem to me to represent manners and customs 
of Plutarch's date, though in general the reader will Snd my conclusions 
based upon the recognised and unmistakable works of our author. It 
seems to me very remarkable that Volkmann has taken no notice of 
the passage which has suggested this note. 

1 On this allusion to the clearness and transparency of the tenue gmm 
of Lysias, cf. my Greek Literature, ii. 152. 

2 De aud poet. S9.-C,o .... p 01 'T~ nM.'TWVOJ 6."'0P.IP.O~P.'VOI /(vp7(rr''1rl1., 
/Cal 'T~V '"Aplorori.,.ovr 'TPl1.v'A6rqrl1., a phrase he repeats elsewhere. 
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with the ruddiness and reflected glow upon his face, and 
brings home no flame to dissipate the inner darkness and 
mildew of his soul, or to air it with philosophy.' 1 

Perhaps these things are but splendid commonplaces; 
what is not so is the demand of Plutarch, himself a lecturer, 
for the warm and even undisguised sympathy of his audience. 
He expects attentive watching of the lecturer, an upright 
sitting posture, and a countenance beaming with interest in 
what is said. Such conduct as sprawling on the benches, 
assuming a negligent attitude, whispering to one's neighbour, 
yawning, giggling, is censured as a social crime. ' For some 
think the speaker only has duties· and the hearers none; 
that he must come well prepared and full of thoughts, but 
that they without any consideration are to sit down a~ to a 
feast which they enjoy at the cost of another's labour. 
Yet as surely as good company is necessary to the feast, 
so is a good hearer to the lecture; for barbarisms and 
solecisms are quite as possible in the audience as in the 
speaker.' 2 

But if Plutarch makes these demands upon the audience 
at a discourse, he is even more exacting when he discusses 
society proper and social entertainments. Then. as now, 
dinner-parties at which ladies were sometimes present, and 
wine parties of men, were the prevalent occasions for such 
gatherings. It was the habit, he tells us, at Sybaris, to send 
out invitations with a year's notice, in order that the ladies 
might have time to prepare a splendid toilette. S As far as 
the internal preparation of the guests is concerned a year is 
no notice; it is the whole education of. the man which 
comes out in his social intercourse. 'For the guest does 

lOp. &it. sub. fin. top. cit. 13, 14. 
. S They are not yet quite so extravagant in London, though I have 

often seen an invitation to dine six weeks later in that city. 
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not go in like a vessel to be filled, but with a mind to give 
and take in earnest and in jest, for which this is the proper 
opportunity. And be it remembered that it is easy to decline 
a dish if it be ill-cooked, or take to water if the wine be 
bad, but a table-mate 1 who gives you a headache or makes 
you ill destroys all the pleasure of wines or dainties or 
music, nor can you send away from the table this source 
of disgust, which often produces lifelong dislikes, as it were 
the after-taste 2 of the unpleasantnesses which occurred at 
table. Hence Chilon, invited yesterday, was quite right in 
saying that he would not come till he heard who were to 
be the company; in war or on sea voyages you must submit 
to an unpleasant comrade j to do so in society is folly.' 8 

The host, having taken precautions concerning this 
matter, which indeed was not so easy as it now is, seeing 
that guests often brought friends with them who were 
strangers to him, is next bound to see that there is ample 
room for all, the crowding of a table in any sense being 
quite inexcusable. Large dinner-parties of twenty-five or 
thirty were hardly ever successful, as the conversation, which 
ought to be general, then breaks up into private dialogues ;4 
and as the dining-rooms of Greek houses were comparatively 
small, such feasts generally implied very tight fitting of the 
guests, which Plutarch condemns. 'Should by any accident 
the food or the wine run short it is easy to say I am very 
sorry, but the servants have made away with it, whereas 
such a polite excuse (!) is impossible in the case of room, 
over which the master has absolute controL' He introduces 
his eighth query in the eighth book of his Table-talk, by say-

1 It is a scandalous thing that the English language has no proper 
word for /TWa", .. "." ctmvivt. 

~ Hot.coppers, the German Katzenjammer, would be even more literal 
for 1.,.AoKp4/TUJ, as used in this connection. 

S Sept. Sap. Ctmv. 2. ' v. s. 
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ing that they avoided the large and mixed parties given at the 
Isthmian games by Sospis, when president of the feast and 
keeping open ho~se for both citizens and guests, but he after
wards praises l the banquet given by the wealthy Ammonius, 
strategus of Athens, after an examination of the ephebi 
at the Diogenion. I may add that at the select party given 
by the former a schoolmaster (ypap.p.aTIK6s) and a cicerone 
(7f'EPI7JY7JT~S) figure as guests-certainly not an aristocratic 
pair in any modern or in a Roman sense; indeed Plutarch 
introduces the self-conscious vanity of the former as part of 
the scene;2 the man was silent and sulky because he had 
not gained applause in a public display. Physicians playa 
leading part in Plutarch's society, and evidently enjoyed a 
good social position now as heretofore in Greece.8 But 

• the whole society at Ammonius's house is distinctly pro
fissional-rhetoricians, gymnastic trainers, farmers; not a 
single grandee or person living idly from his estates can be 
found among them. The few Romans, like Sossius Senecio, 
who actually take part in the discussions, may perhaps 
count as exceptions. 

Simple appointments and a short mente are commended,4 
as the whole feast turns upon the mental qualities of the 
company. But we may note that the absence of an old 
and wealthy aristocracy with splendid heirJooms in plate 
and pictures, with princely residences of long tradition, 

1 ix. J. • S)ll1Ip. ix. 5. 
S Cf. Hertzberg's learned note, ii. 174, 175. 
, His notions of wicked luxury are curiously subjective-snow for 

cooling drinks, the straining of wine, the use of wether mutton 1md ox· 
beef (instead of rams and bulls), the making fowl tender by artificial pro
cesses, the fattening of geese for their livers, and many other of the 
ordinary' devices of civilisation are censured (S)ll1Ip. lib. vi. passim). 
Nevertheless the art of cooking,· even in Greece, had reached an 
advanced stage (cf. lib. iv. quo I, § 2). -
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makes Plutarcli underrate the external setting of a dinner
party. The only splendour in display which he knows is 
that of the nouveau riche, the vulgar upsta,rt, the imitator of 
the state of Hellenistic courts. This absence of an aris
tocracy, with recognised titles and precedence in society, 
seems to have also increased the difficulty of placing the 
guests at table, for the. jealousies of human nature, which 
are universal, were flot tempered, as they are with us, by 
grades of dignity universally recognised. Plutarch insists in 
many places on the truly democratic nature of social con
verse, where all should affect, if they do not feel, equality. 
He even regards it as 'oligarchical and offensive' to ,come 
late; 'democratical and polite' to be in good time.1 But 
the proper placing of the· guests seems to him a task in ' 
strategy, no less ~han to manreuvre a phalanx. He even 
illustrates it, not without an apology, by the instance of 
the Divine architect ordering the world from chaos, not 
adding or destroying one particle of matter, but merely 
putting each element in its right place. 

The discussion which follows 2 is as instructive to-day 
as it was in the first century. If you make distinctions 
and fix places you are sure to cause offence. If yori let 
things take their course you will have a random result, in 
which wrong people are sure to get together, and fail to 
enjoy themselves. Plutarch's general solution is to abandon 
ceremony as to rank, to hold to the democratic aspect of 
the feast, but to take great care about having suitable people 
to sit together. And this is not easy, seeing that likeness 
of character is sometimes a cause of conflict, as with game
cocks, sometimes a cause of friendly consorting, as with jack
daws. There are some that drink too much wine, and some 
water-drinkers; 3 some old men with their conceit, some 

1 Symp. viii. 6, § 2. , Ibid. i. quo 2. 8 IOU. vi. quo 4. 
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young with their folly. I I advise then not to set the rich 
by the rich, or the young by the young, or the magistrate 
beside his colleague, or two intimates together; for so 
the conversation will have -no general activity; but rather 
the eager learner beside the distinguished scholar, the be
nign beside the peevish, the ingenuous youth beside the 
vain old talker, the reserved beside the boaster, the silent 
beside the passionate; and if you have a lavish richard, 
draw from the obscure corner some worthy poor man, on the 
chance of the full cup overflowing into his empty vessel. 
But don't put a sophist beside a sophist, or a poet beside 
a poet; separate also the captious· and the litigious, insert
ing some sort of buffer between them. Whereas I should 
bring together athletic people and sportsmen and farmers, 
so also those fond of drinking and the amorous, not merely 
those who have fallen in love, but those given to wine and 
women; for men warmed at the same fire more readily 
consort, provided, by Jove, that they are not in pursuit of 
the same person.' He recognises, moreover, what we call 
grouting at a party. All the company need not be brilliant; 
for as we mix water with wine to temper its strength, and 
as consonants are .necessary between the sonants (vowels), 
so are silent but well-disposed listeners.1 The established 
custom that ladies should sit by their husbands and boys 
beside their parents solved that side of the difficulty. 

He proceeds to discuss whether the old fashion, then 
exploded, of having a regular symposiarch, a master of the 
feast, was of advantage or not. There was much to be said 
on both sides, but here again it seems to me that Hellenistic 
society required more controlling than ours, seeing that dis
play of gifts and forwardness were certainly more common 
than they are with us northerners. This we may infer 

1 SJlmp. i. I, § 3. 
z 
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from a passage 1 in which he apprehends that without re
gulation the. symposium will become in turn a democratic 
assembly, a sophist's school, a gambling-house, or a scenic 
stage-such was the taste for display in oratory, recitation, 
acting.2 A governor of the feast will have to vary the 
entertainment, and as they say that a walk along the sea, 
and a sail along the land are the pleasantest, so he must 
combine earnest and jest. 

The table - talk left us by our author gives a large 
assortment of the topics suitable for agreeable conversa
tion. Anyone who examines them Will see how easy it 
is to frame theories, and how hard to satisfy practical 
requirements in detail. Modern and sensible as are his 
views, there are few of the questions raised which are not 
either silly, trivial, or even shocking in their naturalism to 
modern refinement. Here are some specimens: Why are 
men more greedy towards the end of autumn? Which 
came first :3. hen or al) egg? Why is A the first letter of 
the alphabet? Why is the tear of a wild boar sweet, while 
that of ~ stag is salt?-a charming inquiry!s Whether 
philosophers should wear garlands at a feast? And yet he 
thinks it vulgar to talk about a feast one has enjoyed, or a 
procession, or to tell a dream, or a personal dispute 'one has 
had.' Nay, he e'l1en thinks an account of one's travels rather 
dull and second-~te.5 

1 Symp. i. quo 4"~ 3. 
2 The habit of resitations in Greek had lately (he says) come into 

fashion at Rome, in hi,s own day, and he discusses (Symp. vii. quo 8) 
what authors are fit fOf this purpose. He protests against Plato's 
dialogues being paraded at a dinner table, but says elsewhere (ibid. 
quo 5, § 4). that. Euripid,es, Pindar, and Menander, especially the last, 
are more SUItable. 

I I can but refer to iii.! 6, lI'<pl Ka.lpoii /Tvvovula.r. 
, De reel. rat. autl. 3. \ 
6 Nevertheless the two rravellers whom he introduces at the opening 
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Perhaps the best of all his advices is that on the proper 
questions to ask so that the guests may display their know
ledge, and have the pleasure of doing so; and again, what 
exact place jokes and sarcasms should have in a conversa
tion; when they will amuse without doing damage, and 
when they will ruffle the temper of the table-mates. Here 
is an abstract of this discussion,l which is too long 
for quotation. I shall weave in many other parallel pass
ages. 
• He opens his eighth book by saying that to expel philo
sophy from feasts is worse than putting out the light, for 
when ignorance and bad manners prevail not even the 
famous golden lamp of the Parthenon would make the 
gathering decent and orderly. To meet merely for 'the 
purpose of eating 'in silence, if it were ,possible, is swinish, 
whereas to take no care about the order and usefulness of 
the discourse is to serve up the victuals and the wine raw 
and unprepared, so that the best .materials are disgusting. 
This reverts to the old and universal Greek principle that 
art has little to do with spontaneity, but is in every phase 
the result of careful training. 2 For example, it is very'im
portant to put such questions as may induce good temper 
and ready converse in the guests. Obviously people like 
to be asked what they think the rest of the company do 
not know, and what they themselves wish to make known. 
Thus those who have travelled widely by land and sea like 

of the tract on tke Decay of tke Oracles are among the most interesting 
figures he draws. 

1 Symp. ii. I. 

I Cf. his tract tie FOrlUIJa, where he mentions (§ 4) the famous story of 
the painter producing the bloody froth on the war· horse's mouth as the 
only known case where chance gave a new resource to art. Yet we 
must not forget Aristotle's quotation, T£XV,/ TUX/W lCTTfp~e. Kul Ttx,V,/V 

TUX>!· 
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to be asked about some distant colony, or perilous sea, or 
barbarian customs, and dilate upon them and describe them, 
accepting this as a sort of consolation for all their previous 
toil. And more generally, whatever we are anxious to talk 
about without any pressure, we like to be asked to tell, 
thinking we are conferring a favour in doing what we can 
hardly be restrained from doing even when it is a bore. l 

This is a peculiar weakness in mariners; whereas refined 
people like to be asked 'what they want to tell, but are 
ashamed to volunteer, from regard to their company; as, 
for example, their own successes and achievements-such 
asin embassies and politics.2 Accordingly, jealous and ill
natured people avoid such questions, and tum off the con
versation so as to keep it from leading up naturally to such 
subjects, and rather take up what a man's adversaries would 
like to hear. Avoid therefore allusions to misfortunes, such 
as the loss of a suit at law, the death of a child, or mis
fortunes in trade by sea and land 

Here, on the contrary, are agreeable topics. Men 
delight in being repeatedly questioned about their success 
in a harangue, or how they were addressed by the king, or 
how they escaped storms or pirates, while their fellows 
were caught; for they seem to enjoy the thing all over 
again in telling it. They like also to be asked about their 
children's progress in learning, and about their own inter
course or intimacy with princes. The misfortunes of their 

1 In the two tracts on Loquacity and on Curiosity he adds many 
wise advices to those who are given to excessive talk, and those who will 
not refrain from prying questions. • For it is pleasanter to associate with 
villains who have tact than with worthy people who are bores.' He 
comments too (de Carr. 18) on the loquacity permitted to slaves in 
Greece as compared with their training in Roman houses. At no time 
did the Greeks generally appreciate what he justly calls To} "<,.,,Iw Itul 
To} !'Y'Ol' "a./ To} p.vtTTTJpl",4n Tijr ",.".ijr. 

I Further examples of long-winded stories are given, de Carr. 21, 22. 
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enemies too they delight in telling, when they are asked, 
but avoid volunteering on this subject, as it seems like 
spite. So you should ask a sportsman about dogs, an 
athlete about contests, an amorous man about beauty. But 
the pious man, who is given to sacrifices, and likes talking 
of dreams, and how he made a hit by observing omens, or 
victims, or by the favour of the gods, should be questioned 
accordingly. Old people too, though they may have 
nothing to say, are always pleased and set going by 
questions, while those who curtail their conversation, and 
want mere categorical answers, take away the chief plea
sure which the old have in society. To sum up: If 
you desire to be agreeable ask questions for which the 
answerer will gain not blame, but approval j not dislike, but 
goodwill from the company. I will add that in another 
place I he comments on the gross impoliteness of answering 
a question addressed to another without waiting for his 
reply. It implies that he does not know, or that you know 
better, and saya to the questioner: Why did you ask another, 
when I was present j ofttimes too the question was not 
intended to elicit information, but merely to draw a silent 
or modest man into the conversation and make him feel 
at home. All this the chatterbox upsets by his meddlesome 
forwardness. Many of these points are illustrated from 
Homer, whose poems were to Plutarch, as to all the 
literary Greeks of that age, a mine not only of philosophy 
and religion but of good manners. 

There follows a long discussion on the expediency of 
wit or ridicule, and the great dangers of its indiscriminate 
use. This inqUIry has its Latin parallel in Cicero's study 
of the same, subject from the orator's point of view in the 
second book of his treatise tie Ora/ore. Plutarch sees 

1 De Carr. 19. 
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clearly that ridicule is. disguised censure, and that a jibe, 
like a barbed dart, will stick faster and hurt more than a 
serious reproof. Moreover, the laughter of the company is 
taken as assent and approval of the censure, and fills the 
object of it with spite against them. To joke, therefore, 
without hurting requires no ordinary experience and tact. 
If your ridicule. touches a serious defect, acknowledged or 
even commonly suspected in its object, harm and hurt 
ensue. Whereas if it be ostentatiously false, and even 
suggests the opposite virtue, it is pleasant. You may joke 
a water-drinker about going home drunk, or a millionaire 
about his creditors, or a beauty about his plain looks, but 
you 'must not congratulate a thief on his honesty, or on 
having his hand in his own pocket-to use a modern 
phrase. The most agreeable praise is often suggested by 
its manifest contradictio~. Thus the bitterness of a joke 
is removed by the joker being himself the joint object of it, 
as when a poor man ridicules poverty, or a low-born man 
low birth. In this way the harper stopped king Philip from 
displaying his amateur criticisms; 1 for when lectured by 
the king upon chords and harmonies, he replied: 'I pray 
heaven, 0 king, you may never come down so far in the 
world as to understand these things better than I do.' 

Of all subjects that of love is here, as in all other 
respects, incommensurable. For some like being chaffed 
about it, while others get angry, so that you must study the 
particular case. For as a fire can be extinguished at the 
outset by the blast which afterwards feeds it, so a bud
ding passion resents being made public, whereas when 
once declared it is fed by allusions and receives them with 
laughter. You may, moreover, ridicule a lover about his 
passion in the presence of his beloved, but about nothing 

1 rIp16y"p.a.Ola.v 1I.p.a. Ka.11I'EP'lfY'fia.v, CI",viv. 'lUlZst. (ii. I, 12). 
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else. So those who happen to be in love with their own 
wives glory in being ridiculed about it when the ladies are 
present Finally, let us remember that smart and biting 
words are justifiable as repartees, when a man is attacked 
and on his defence, which are inexcusable if he volunteered 
them without' provocation.l 

In all these social advices regard must be had to the 
varying intimacy of the guests with the host and with one 
another. These conditions range from the relative or the 
family friend-who should talk with kindly familiarity to the 
trusty slaves, interest himself in the wife's troubles, offer 
mediation in family disputes, can-y about the children like 
his own-to the almost a stranger, who had not even a direct 
invitation, but came as the companion or umbra of another 
guest.2 There is a whole chapter on the propriety of 
bringing such secondary guests, or of accepting such 
secondary invitations from guests. Plutarch apparently 
decides that you must allow people to take this liberty, as 
it is an established fashion,S but that he will never go out 
himself on these terms. Moreover, if it prevail, you transfer 
your party into the hands of others, and may have your 
table miduly crowded with unsuitable guests.4 On the 
other side it is urged that if it be grossly vulgar to 
inquire beforehand from the guests what they like to eat, 
and what wine and unguents they prefer, it is not so 
to secure the most pleasant company they can have by 

1 Reip. ger. prl1!C. 7. 
2 Conv. qutZsl. vii. 6, § I.--Ta TW. i1rLK.,.,.qTwIIlOos oOs .UII l:Kuls Ka.XOUO'L. 
s aLa /Ca.XW. pl/l ir.lpovs lawKd. ""0'1'6 O'KLd.r, 100xVpCJ. 'YCJ.p .q r1Js .".6Xews 

(apparently Delphi) O'wi}Oeta. /Ca.! avO'.".a.pa.IT'1JTof (vii. 6, § 2). 
4 One hears nowadays that in London certain august personages 

send heforehand to the host a list of the persons they desire to meet, and 
this too without having the sense to inquire whether the guests they thus 
inflict upon their host are on good terms with him or with each other. 
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letting them bring some of their best friends. And the 
conclusion is just as we should draw it; in cases of great 
intimacy, and of a small party, where there are special 
social reasons, such a fashi6n is not only harmless but 
often a great help to makt: an evening pleasant. 

I turn from these details, which are only samples of 
the harvest to be gathered from Plutarch's works, to a 
general estimate of the society which he represents. 

It is, as I said betore, strikingly modern in most respects, 
ev~n over-ripe, and tending towards decay from over-refine
ment; and yet we are frequently pulled up by something 
quite foreign to modern culture, something to us highly 
indecent, or else some moral judgment singularly lax in a 
very sound and religious mind, which surely reflects the 
highest and purest feelings of that society and that age. 
Yet there was no lack of moral dignity; no want of lofty 
claims. 'Will not the good man,' he exclaims,l 'consider 
every day a festival, "and a splenoid one too, if he ha; 
reasonable aspirations? For the world is the most august 
of temples, and _most worthy of its Lord; into this temple 
man is introduced at his birth, into the presence not of 
statues made with hands and motionless, but such as the 
Divine mind has manifested to our senses, copies of what 
is spiritual, as Plato said, having in them the prinCiple of 
life and motion-even the sun, moon, arid stars, and the 
rivers ever pouring forth fresh water, and the earth pro
ducing food for plants and animals. As this life then is the 
most perfect of initiations into the most exalted of mysteries, 
we should ever be filled with cheerfulness and joy; not like 
the crowd that frequent the Kronia and Panathenrea, or 
other such feasts, that they may for a day enjoy purchased 
laughter from actors and dancers. But let us rather take 

1 De Tranq. 20. 
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our places reverently and with fair words, for no man may 
lament at his initiation into the mysteries, nor does he 
weep at the Pythian games. Yet do men violate these 
mysteries which God has prbvided for them, living con
stantly in lamentation and dejection and wearing anxiety. 
And while they delight -in sweet music, and singing-birds, 
and cattle sporting in the fields, but, are annoyed at 
their howling and. bellowing, nevertheless, seeing their 
own life joyless and troubled, weighed .down with end
less griefs and cares, they will neither - seek a remedy 
in themselves, nor receive from the philosopher the true 
medicine for their souls.' The duties of charity, of gentle
ness, . of truthfulness are rather deduced from this lofty 
view of the dignity of our nature, and what it demands, 
than from the dictates of a moral law Of the obligations 
'of duty. 

Yet it might fairly have bee'n argued by the Christian 
apologists, who were just about to arise ~ in this socielY, that 
these philosophies had not shown the power of purifying the 
soul from its baser passions. I have above (p. 133) quoted 
a statement to show how little the sanctity of oaths was 
respected, and what shameful demands were made from 
friends to support friends by their testimony. What shall 
we sayof Plutarch's sentiment as regards chastity? First of 
all he regards the adultery of 'a wife as an annoyance to 
be borne by the philosophic husband without losing his 
temper! ' How can you call anything a misfortune which 
does not damage either your soul or your body, as for 
example the low origi.n of your father, the adultery of your 
wife, the loss of a crown or seat of honour, none of which a 
man requires for the highest condition of body and mind 1'1 
Again :. 'are you childless, reflect that up to this date not a 

1 De Tranq. 17. 
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single Roman emperor has left a son to succeed him. 1 Are 
you poor? Who was greater than Epaminondas, and yet he 
was poor. Has your wife gone astray? Don't you know 
that Agis, one of the greatest Lacedremonian kings, had a 
wife who boasted among her maids that her child ,was by 
AIcibiades ;'2 and Plutarch calls it one of the follies of prying 
curiosity that in addition to a man's intemperance he com
mits the absurdity of passing by common and public women 
and following after one who is rich and guarded within her 
husband's house. Thus he tells without any feeling of aver
sion how when the news reached Pergamum that Eumenes 
had been assassinated at Delphi, his brother Attalus II took 
the diadem of his brother, and cohabited with his brother's 
wife; when the wounded king came home, his brother with 
many protestations of affection -handed him back diadem 
and wife, both of which in the end he received back again 
by bequest when Eumenes really died.s Nowhere indeed, 
does Plutarch manifest any deep reprobation for unchastity, 
even when contrary to nature, if it be not a violation of 
other people's rights, or an· excess which injures health and 
activity. The open way in which such topics are discussed 
is not, I think, to be brought as an additional charge against 
that age, for it is likely that the excessive prudery of some 
societies has done more harm than this naturalism, which 
is often consistent with sound moral health. 

1 He must then have written these words before Titus succeelled in 
79 A.D. t De Trang. 6. 

8 One of the speakers in his Amalorius even goes so' far as to say 
I that there is not a particle of Romantic Love in the marriage relation, 
nor will I ac!mit that those affected by women or maidens are in love, any 
more than a fly is with milk, or a bee with honey, or people with the 
calves or birlls which they fatten for their own use' (§ 4). A seconll allds 
(§ 6) that while many a man has made over his wife or his mistress to 
anothe! for some large reward, such a case has never been known in the 
romantic affections which he describes. 
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But in other respects also the society of Greece does not 
appear to us in· very fair colours, even through this most 
favourable medium. I repudiate, indeed, altogether the 
picture drawn by Hertzberg in his History 1 of the shocking 
features taken from the novels of the day-features rendered 
impossible by the virtues which he extracts from Plutarch's 
and Dion's society. This random setting down of every 
narrative now extant as equally good evidence is a proceed
ing only saved from ridicule by the great learning and 
earnestness of the writer. 

But, making all due reservations, there is something vain 
and self-conscious not only in the general complexion of the 
social meetings which Plutarch so carefully describes; there 
is even some of it in the old man himseIJ; who is evidently 
proud of his position, his virtues, his reputation, and though 
he often alludes to the follies, the loquacity, the conteit of 
old age, alfords in his own person a specimen, though 
perhaps a very lovable one, of all these imperfections. 
There is to me in this, as in every other phase of Greek 
life which I have studied, a certain want, an absence of the 
calmness and dignity which we require in the perfect gentle
man. Aristotle's disagreeable graM g/~r,t who ever 
stands upon his dignity, is as far removed from our ideal as 
is Plutarch, with his garrulous unreserve. Nor do I imagine 
that the domestic arrangements of the Greek houses, even 
the most wealthy, ever attained the real cleanliness which 
we consider the essence of refinemenL The prying man, 
he tells us,1 is to avoid looking in at open doors, • For it is 
not right or fair to the owners, nor is the result pleasanL 
Within, ill-favoured sights meet the strangers eye, pots and 
pans lying in disorder, and women-slaves sitting about, and 

I ii. 279 Sf. t Tbe,."..:\#vxOl (M ... E,,,. jv.) 
J D6 Curi41. 12. 
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nothing fine or delightful.' It was well if you did not hear 
the lash, or the outcry of the slaves being punished, or 
maids upon the rack;l an ominous passage, for he couples it· 
with the untidinesses to be witnessed about the home 
of a dissolute man, the ground wet with wine, and the 
fragments of garlands lying abOlit. 2 No doubt our superior 
notions regarding these matters are due to the influence of 
the women of the house. 

And yet it is plain that in this age the mistress of the 
house had at last obtained some of her rights. It was prob
ably in imitation of what they saw in Rome that the richer 
people in Breotia and Attica adopted the freer treatment of 
the sex, which they had long noticed, but not copied, at 
Sparta. Plutarch's wife paid visits and received guests, -even 
when her husband was absent, sat at table with him, and 
joined in all his public interests. But nevertheless his con
jugal precepts make it plain that he regarded all this as a 
mere concession or toleration on the part of the husband, 
to which the wife had no claim in the nature of things, just 
as he enjoins kindness and mercy to slaves, without for one 
moment disallowing slavery. In fact the age was mending 
its manners little by little, by gradual improvement and 
gentler habits, just as its moralist is always exhorting the 
individual to combat his vices by daily resolves and small 
advances. Such a course of moral hygiene is rational, but 
has never been really effectual. It requires a new dogma, 
a great revelation, a startling reform to carry with it the 
weak and wavering masses of mankind, who have not 
the strength or the patience to work out their own 
salvation. 

Even now 'the Word had been made flesh, and dwelt 

1 . De coMb. ,'ra, 15. 
i cr. on an earlier period my Sodal Life in Greeu, chap. xi. 



XIV CHRISTIANITY LONG UNNOTICED 349 

among them, full of grace and truth;' even now the Gospel 
had been preached in Syria, in 'all Asia,' in Macedonia, in 
Corinth; and yet the great contemporaries Dion, Plutarch, 
nay, even Josephus, seem never to have heard of it. Had 
Plutarch been at Athens when S. Paul came there, he would 
have been the first to give the apostle a respectful hearing, 
as he himself preached the real identity of all religions, the 
spirituality and unity of the Deity, and the right of all 
nations to name inferior gods or demons in accordance 
with their various traditions. But no; as Judreism was 
unknown to him beyond the vestments of the high priest, 
so Christianity, first identified everywhere as a Jewish 
schism, was still beyond his ken. 

It is not till the first century has -actually closed that 
Pliny is startled to find in Bithynia the temples deserted, the 
altars forgotten, and a new religion overrunning the pro
vince. Even then we may assume that Christianity was 
very little known in Greece beyond Corinth, and in all 
the Macedonian towns only among Jews and people of 
the poorest class. For the severance of Greece and Asia 
Minor is not less remarkable at this time than their re
spective unity under Roman rule. I have spoken of this al
ready as regards the Greece of Plutarch. But even he stands 
aloof completely from the Hellenism of Asia Minor, and 
there is but one brief tract (and is it genuine?) which repre
sentsthe writer as residing in the turmoil and confusion of 
the principal assize town of the province-Ephesus or Per
gamum-which he describes as a 'scene of passion and of 
misery.l So Dion 2 on his side speaks with a sort of com
placency of the decay and disgrace of Athens, and of its 
vulgar and base imitations of Romll;n vices-as if the jealous 

1 . Whether the passions of the soul or of the body are 'Worse, § 4. 
~ i. 383, 385. 
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Asiatic Hellenist felt that although the wealth and pros
perity of the ·Asiatic towns were now vastly superior, there 
was stilI a primacy of sentiment about the name of Athens 
arid of Greece which no stoas, or exedras, or liberalities 
from emperors and rich citizens could supply. 



CHAPTER XV 

EASTERN HELLENISM UNDER THE FLAVIAN HOUSE, 

LET us then pass once more through the islands to the 
East, where we can survey with Pliny the economic condi
tion of the cities which Dion had so earnestly exhorted to 
economy and concord. 

We have already noted that Plutarch was essentially a 
Greek of the Greeks, and so far thoroughly provincial 
that, despite his early sojourn at Rome, his friendship 
with a few noble Romans, and his studies in Roman bio
graphy, he never mastered Latin, and evidently preferred 
the provincial Chreronea to the imperial metropolis. His 
Hellenism does not even include Asia Minor, but is con
fined to the old Hellenic centres of culture. And yet if we 
had no work of his except his tract on Exile surviving, what 
a thorough cosmopolitan he would appear in the German 
histories oflater Greece. 'Man,' he tells us (§ 5), 'is no plant 
of the soil, but of heavenly origin, and the bounds of the 
world are his present habitation, nor can anyone be an 
exile or a stranger where there is the same fire, water, air, 
the same rulers and dispensers of our life, the sun, the moon, 
and the morning star j the same universal laws of one great 
system, the winter solstice and the summer, the equinox, the 
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Pleiads, Arcturus, the time of sowing and of growth, more· 
over one king and governor, God, in whom is the beginning, 
the centre, the end of everything, whom justice attends to 
punish violations of His law, which rules us all-citizens oj 
the same polity.' 'Do you not inhabit Sardis? Neithet 
does every Athenian or Spartan the fashionable quarter oj 
their cities. We laugh at the man who thought there was 
a better moon at Athens than at Corinth, and yet though 
nature. has started us into life free and unshackled we 
confine and fetter ourselves within small and shabby 
limits. For no sooner are we transferred elsewhere than 
we fret longing for the Kephissus or the Eurotas, for Tay
getus or Parnassus, so making the rest of the world citiless 
and uninhabitable by our own discontent.' 

All this is very true· and fine, but when he proceeds to 
maintain that life on the barren islands of the Cyclades 
is after all free from all the burdensome duties and expenses 
of political life, free from all those imperial cares which 
pursued Tiberius even to an equally barren island, we 
feel that his eloquence is intended for a particular class
the Roman exiles in the Levant. He takes care indeed to 
address his argument formally to Greeks. 'When you en
umerate to me heavy taxes, embassies to Rome, receptions 
of the proconsul, I prefer to live an exile in barren Gyaros 
or rocky Kinaros.' He goes on to compare Naxos and 
Hyria with Capri. 'And yet these Cyclades were once 
the home of Codrus's and N eleus's children, far larger than 
the retreat of Xenophon at ScilIus or the Academy which 
Xenocrates never left but once a year. See, too, in what 
terms Homer has spoken of many of them. And now they 
take a man away from the risks of voyage and the tumult of 
the agora into a steady leisurely personal existence, circum
scribing as with a compass the requirements of his life. 
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For which of these islands has not a house, a promenade, a 
bath, fishing and hare-hunting for those who desire that re
laxation; 1 most of all repose, for which others. thirst and 
cannot find even in the seclusion. of their homes or their 
suburban villas and gardens, from which busybodies and 
sycophants drag them to the court or to the market
place. To your island no busybody or usurer or candidate 
comes to trouble you, but from friendship and longing for 
your society the best of your relations and friends make 
special voyages to see you.' Compared' with this the state 
of the man who is ever travelling, and spends his time 
in hotels and. boats, is as inferior as that of a planet to a 
fixed star. Still more absurd is the case of a man exiled 
not to but from one place, with all the rest of the earth 
open to him. 

I need not proceed. This rhetorical consolation, which 
I have already considered, shows' us a whole society upon 
these islands whom it was thought disloyal and perhaps 
dangerous to name, but who might any day return to 
influence, and who were only too glad to receive visits from 
their friends, whom they also met at those religious festivals 
which exiles were' permitted to attend. But upon all this 
there is, unfortunately for us, great reticence. It appears, 
however, that so long as the seas were safe from pirates, 
under the efficient government of the Flavians and An
tonines, there was more . life and society on the islands of 
the Cyclades than has been 'suspected by the historians. 
Let us pass on to Asia Minor. 

1 So Philo (Leg. ad Caium, § 43) speaks of those whom Caligula had 
exiled ... our dpl" .. ovr K .. I EiryEJI." .. d .. ovr. 1167] fwv .... r wr iv " .... pi" • ..... 'r 
V-q"Olf K .. I T1]V d .. vXI .. v .fnvXI" ........ ""pov .... r. which. though in a rhetorical 
speech. must have agreed with current notions as regards this secluded 
life. I have already noticed this point above. p. 262. 

2 A 
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I have already cited 1 the elidence of Strabo for the 
prosperity of Asia Minor in general and the fertility of 
its Hellenistic territories. The picture we can now draw 
from Dion and from Pliny is not so flattering, either 
because they chance to give us the reverse side of the 
same picture, or because the earthquakes to which I above 
alluded-the great national calamity of the first century
or the worse than .earthquakes upon the Roman throne, had 
already begun to work that dissolution ,,·hich was stayed by 
the Flavians and Antonines, but set in with unmistakable 
seriousness before the second century had drawn to a close. 
Strabo speaks as an intelligent traveller who visits these 
cities and sees their material prosperity, Dion as the coun
sellor who exhorts them to lay aside their foolish jealousies 
and factions, Pliny as the prudent administrator who finds 
them reckless and dishonest in their administration and 
likely to repudiate their obligations. Pliny does not con
descend to notice their mutual jealousies, but to Dion it is 
the main feature in their life, and that which mars their 
prosperity. Nor is it difficult to perceive that, however 
culpable, it was directly induced by the Roman policy of 
settlement (65 8.c.) The dynasts, the ecclesiastical cities, 
the free cities, were co-ordinated with ,·arying privileges and 
various concessions of local autonomy. There were free 
cities (POlities) under a treaty (/ikrtz II j'r4mzltl), free 

. under no treaty (Iikr~), Roman colonies, and mere subject 
polities (m·ilalu slif'Ntdiaritz), lastly cities with the right of 
being the assize towns of the province, of receiving the 
incoming proconSUl in their port, etc. But this was not 
all. As if these differences made between cities which 
claimed equality did not cause sufficient friction, the Roman 

I Above, ehap. xi.. 
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authorities even changed them frequently, and as far as we 
know without sufficient reason. 1 

For what strikes us as remarkable when we consider these 
cases is that the changes are not only ascribed to the con
duct of the cities in some crisis-a reasonable cause--but 
to the influence of particular men. Thus in the history of 
Mytilene alone two men, otherwise insignificant, the philo
sopher Theophanes and the poet Crinagoras appear, the one 
worshipped as the hero-founder of his city,2 the other 
thanked in honorary inscriptions. S There seems little doubt 
that, in these cases at least, personal influence with Pompey 
and_with Augustus was regarded as the cause of the city's 
recovery of its privileges. 

If this was the case even with such serious politicians as 
Augustus; if he told the Alexandrians that he pardoned 

I Thus Byzantium. which always counted as an Asiatic city. was in 
the days of the war with Perseus made a (I'vitas ftrderala (about 167 
B.C.) In the days of Lucullus (90 B.C.) it was a dvitas Iillera. In S3 
A. D. it appears as a stipendiaria, while Suetoruus says its liberty was 
taken away by Vespasian (7S A.D.), and Pliny a little later speaks of it 
as free. Thus Cyzicus was first libera after the Mithradatic wars, lost 
the title in 20 B.C., regained it in IS B.C., and lost it again under 
Tiberius. (I take these facts from Mr. Hardy's note, Pliny, Corn· 
,pondmee, p. 145.) So Mytilene was li6era (probably fo:derala) aner 
the defeat of Antiochus (190 B.C.), captured by Lucullus and reduced 
to a Itipendiaria (So B.C.). made free again by Pompey, through the 
inAuence of Theophanes, probably reduced again by Antony, restored 
by treaty with Augustus (about 29 B. C.) through the intervention of 
Crinagoras. Chios, though not a civitas fo:tierala, yet possessed the 
right usually confined to such cities of trying civil suits affecting Roman 
residents (cf. CIG 2222 and the commentary of Mr. Hicks's Manual 
t1f Inscrip,. p. 356). There are no doubt many other such cases. Cf. 
the excellent tract of Conrad Cichorius on Mytilene (Leipzig, 1888). 

I C£ the passages from Strabo and Tacitus, the inscriptions found at 
Mytilene, and the coins cited by Cichorius, Rom und Illy til ene, p. 7 • 

• Cf. the newly·discovered inscription of Fabricus and Cichorius, op. 
cit. p. 91g. • 



356 GREEK WORLD UNDER ROMAN SWAY CHAP, 

them for the sake of a personal friend; if Herod acquired ~ 
great popularity by his interventions on behalf of cities likt 
Ilium with Agrlppa,I what shall we say when such randOlT 
rulers as Caligula or Claudius were in power, one of thelI 
led by the caprice of the moment, the other confessedly b) 
his freedmen and women? Need we wonder that tht 
richest and most persuasive citizens were told off to go tc 
Rome-a great burden and a great trouble-and interced~ 
with the emperor for some preservation or increase 0 

privileges? Let us consider three cases, of w~ich the firsi 
has only been made clear by recent discoveries, and whid 
concerns M ytilene. 

In or about 27 B.C. the Mytilenreans sent an embassy t( 
Rome to pray for the renewal of an old 'treaty of alliance, 
which would bring th-:m under the class libertz et immunes, 
They also carried with them as a present a golden crown, 
and announced a series of extraordinary honours conferrec 
upon Augustus. They found that the emperor was abroad, 
and they were obliged to follow him to Spain. He sent ~ 

polite reply to Mytilene, and granted their request through 
a decree of the Senate. But not only do the people of Myti· 
lene issue the most laudatory decrees to the principal envoys, 
the poet Crinagoras and the grammarian Potamon, but thes( 

-persons were clearly selected because the former was (as WE 
know from his extant epigrams) an intimate of Octavia, 01 

Marcellus, and the rest of the imperial family, while Potamor: 
had been the instructor and was the intimate of Tiberius, 
the emperor's stepson, and successor. The decree of thE 
Mytilenreans even openly thanks Julia (Livia), Augustus's 
wife; Octavia, his sister; and the children and relations 01 

the imperial house (e.g. Tiberius, Drusus, Marcellus) fOl 
their friendly influence. So unblushing was the assertion 

1 Above, p. 176. 
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that private influence, and not the urging of just arguments, 
obtained these favours. 

In consequence of such cases as this the high-road to 
Rome was trodden by a constant procession of embassies, 
carrying crowns and copies of decrees to the emperor, seek
.ing either to settle some local quarrel in some one's favour l 

or to obtain some privilege which a neighbour city had or 
ought not to have. And not only were the cities led into 
extravagance and the laying of heavy taxes on their wealthier 
citizens, for the purpose of giving and sending these honours 
and making these demands, but, as we shall see presently, 
they went into all manner of local ostentation in the way of 

. public buildings, in order that the city of each might appear 
to the proconsul or the emperor, if he came there, worthy of 
the claims put forward for primacy or other privileges. But 
before we come to our evidence for this in Dion and Pliny 
let us consider another example of an embassy, not indeed 
narrated to us by the Greek side, but even more instructive 

1 Historians often express surprise at the insignificance of the ques
tions referred by Pliny in Bithynia to the Emperor at Rome, but we 
have at least one rescript of Augustus to the authorities of Cllidos, which 
relates to an equally local affair. Here is his letter (BCD vii. 63): 

• The Emperor Caesar, son of the God, Augustus, high.priest, elected 
consul for the twelfth time, in the eighteenth year of his potes/as trib. to 
the magistrates, council, and people of the Cnidians, greeting. Your am· 
bassadors Dionysius [etc.] had audience with me at Rome, and handed 
me the Mcree (which they brought) accusing Anaxandridas, already 
deceased, and his wife Tryphera, here present, of the death of Eubulus, 
son of Chrysippus. But I, having directed Gallus Asinius my friend [he 
was proconsul of Asia] to examine by torture the slaves implicated in 
the affair, ascertained that Philinus, son of Chrysippus, came three suc
cessive nights tothe house of Anaxandrides and Tryphera with insults, and 
so to speak besieged them, and on the third occasion even brought his 
brother Eubulus with him; that then the proprietors, A.and T., when they 
were unable either by reasoning with Philinus, or by barring the hous!l 
against his attacks, to enjoy safety within their own dwelling, directed 
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in showing us the trials and troubles of missions to such 
miscreants as Caligula, Nero, or Domitian. I allude to 
the well-known Embassy to Caligula preserved to us in the 
works of the Jew Philo. 

The antagonism of Jews and Greeks seems to have been 
peculiarly bitter; perhaps because they were the two leading 
subject races in character and ability, and had indeed con
tended for predominance even under the Ptolemaic and 
Seleucid ~onarchies; of this the reader will find ample 
evidence in my earlier volume on Hellenistic life. . In the 
present case the ambassadors of the anti-Jewish Alexandrians 
could not aspire to secure such high influence as the re
lations of Caligula, if indeed those that remained could 
venture to approach this homicidal lunatic, but they were 
believed, says Philo, to have heavily bribed beforehand 
Helico, his favourite freedman, jester, and boon-companion. 
We have in Philo's very rhetorical tract on the character 
and policy of this emperor an account of what the writer 

one of their household slaves not to kill him, as perhaps others might 
have done in anger, and not without justification, but to check him by 
emptying slops upon him, and that the slave, whether intentionally or not 
(he has persisted in denying all intention), let the utensil go with iii 
contents, and Eubulus succumbed to it, who less deserved this fate than 
his brother. I have moreover sent you the records of my investigation. 

• I should be surprised that the defendants in this case so greatly ap· 
prehended the examination of their slaves before your court, did you not 
seem to me very prejudiced against them, and affected with misplaced 
indignation, not against those who deserved whatever thty suffered, 
coming as they did thrice by night with insults and violence to other 
people's houses, and violating public security, but against those who 
were unfortunate, but not criminal, in defending themselves. But now 
you will, I think, do well to attend to my decision in this matter, and 
see that your public records are in agreement with it. Farewell.' 

This is a case of the authorities of a free town consulting the Emperor 
before they made their decision. But if all such local disputes came up 
before the Emperor, how could the Imperial Government ever get 
through its business 1 I give the Greek text in Appendix B. 
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and his four companions had to endure during their mission 
to Italy. The madness of the emperor made their audience 
stranger and more absurd than would otherwise have been 
the case; they were obliged to run about after him through 
various new apartments in his villas, and wait for stray 
observations and jokes vouchsafed to them during intervals 
in his inspection and direction of his appointments. The 
rival embassy of Alexandrian Greeks, and apparently other 
envoys, followed with them, for poor old Philo tells with 
disgust how there were cheers and clapping of hands when 
Caligula uttered some jibe against the Jews and their 
religion. Such loud expressions vexed the emperor's 
household, who thought a mere smile the strongest utter
ance of pleasure consistent with court-etiquette. However 
exaggerated Philo's story, and indeed his style, may be, the 
impression he produces is so thoroughly in harmony with 
other evidence that we may give him general credence. 

He tells us that ambassadors must submit. to any 
indignities for the sake of the polities they represent, and 
indeed what they had to expect when they returned is told 
us by Dion, l when "recounting to his fellow-citizens his 
conduct towards them and their requital. ' But I wonder 
most of all at the ill-nature of some men, or rather their 
folly, when I remember how they began to talk about the 
embassy of congratulation which we sent to Rome.! It was 
said that the emperor did not receive the embassy court
eously, but was rather vexed with it, as if they expected him 
to meet us at his hall door," and to embrace those that came, 
and ask after those not yet arrived by name, and make 
inquiries about Dick, Tom, and Harry, what they are doing, 
and why they did not come. Others again said that he 

1 .... pl op.,wola.s, ii. 92. 
I On either Nerva's or Trajan's accession. 
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was giving great gifts to Smyrna and its people, and by 
Jove added that if somebody had been sent to talk to him, 
he would have granted 10,000 councillors at this person's 
request, and turned a flood of gold into the city, and no 
end of money would have been distributed. In all of 
which there was not a. word of truth. Why should w~ be 
vexed if other people obtained great gifts? For the 
emperor, being the most amiable and sensible of men, 
granted alike to me what I asked and to others what they 
petitioned for.' 

Probably the answer made to all this was: Why then did 
you not ask for more? since Dion was rather fond of parading 
his intimacy with Nerva. Nothing is more disappointing 
to foolish people than to fail in obtaining some frivolous 
advantage through one who professes himself of influence 
among the great. And this disappointment finds vent in 
spite against the mediator who has excited delusive hopes. 

Accordingly the orator tells us that having returned, when 
in favour at Rome and in power, to his native Prusa, after 
his long exile and wanderings under Domitian's tyranny, 
he desired to present his city with a new stoa or colonnade, 
which seems to have occupied the same sort of importance 
in these Hellenistic cities as the recent glass arcades which 
the Italians have built ill Milan and Genoa, and for which 
they threaten to destroy historic buildings in Florence and 
Rome. It is the public lounge in bad weather for people 
who cannot bear rain. However, Dion proposed to build 
this stoa, • seeing,' he says, • that we were behind neigh
bouring cities in this respect.' Of .course the proposal was 
received with applause, and ratified by votes of the council 
and the assembly in the theatre. • I will not detail what I 
underwent, measuring and calculating, when the work began, 
how it might turn out handsome, and might not, like so 
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many other such buildings, fall to pieces and be of no use; 
or what I underwent in journeys to the mountain (to the. 
quarries) a thing in which I had no experience. But then 
there arose constant talk, though not among many, yet most 
disgusting, that I was demolishing the whole town, and was 
turning all the citizens out of their houses: that the whole 
place was tumbled upside down and destroyed, so that 
nothing remained And there were some lamenting over 
somebody's smithy, and grieving that these memories· of our 
ancient splendours should not be preserved, talking as if the 
Propylrea or Parthenon at Athens, or the Herreon at Samos 
were being disturbed, and not shabby and contemptible 
ruins, worse than the hovels in which they keep sbeep, 
which not a shepherd or even a better class dog will enter 
-buildings at which you blush and look the other way 
when the proconsul comes to see us, while your adver
saries laugh at them; in which even the mechanics could 
not stand up; which gaped and shook at every stroke of 
the hammer. And yet there were people grieved at the dis
appearance of this our former poverty and obscurity, who 
would not look at the pillars and pediments rising. around 
fihem, or at the workshops built elsewhere for the dispos
sessed; as if they cared for nothing but to keep you down 
to your old level. For you know well that it is by public 
buildings and feasts, and having your own law courts, and 
not having your accounts examined elsewhere, or paying 
taxes in common with others, that a city attains self-respect 
and is honoured by the strangers who reside in it, and by 
the. Roman governors.' 

Before I comment further on this passage, let me conclude 
concerning Dion's grievances, which are further noticed in 
his forty-seventh oration, and corroborated by the eighty-first 
letter in Trajan and Pliny's Correspondence. The opposition 
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went so far that a certain Flavius Archippus, a philosopher, 
a man evidently of bad character, 1 charged the orator with 
spending public money on his stoa without rendering ac
count of it. Dion 2 complains bitterly of this treatment, and 
calls upon his townsmen to make up their minds, and either 
to trust him with the work or to declare against it, in which 
case he will leave the city, and retire to one of the manJ 
which have elected him to honorary citizenship, and will 
be proud to receive him. 

In weighing the statements of Dion I do not feel sure 
that the objections to his stoa were altogether so frivolous as 
he represents them. There are, and always have been, ill 
every town a minority who love the old and the dilapidated 
for their own sakes,. and who, though unable to restrain the 
majority from erecting monuments of their recent and 
vulgar prosperity, have a great effect as grumblers, and 
easily persuade the jealous mob that the new plans are bad, 
that the contracts are jobbed, and that in fact the so-called 
improvements are not improvements at all, or at least 
nothing like what had been expected. This may have givell 
the real backbone to the objections against Dion's liberality, 
not to speak of the niggard allowance made by the average 
man for pure patriotism and unselfish generosity in those who 
are his superiors,.and whose motives "he cannot interpret bJ 
his own. 

Let me add that these suspicions must have been much 
fortified by the general condition of the public works 
undertaken by the several cities, as we find them described 
in Pliny's Correspondence. 8 While Nicomedia and Nicrea 

1 This appears not only from letter 58 of the series, which mentioll! 
his condemnation to the quarries for perjury, but from his conduct i~ 
this dispute when ordered to state his case. 

I ii. 13S. a Ed. Hardy, Epp. 37, 39. 
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were quarrelling furiously about the title of primacy, which 
Nicrea still claimed though Nicomedia was the legal metro
polis, Nicomedia had undertaken-for the purpose, no doubt, 
of livillg up 10 its claims-an expensive aqueduct, Nicrea a 
great theatre and the rebuilding of a burnt down gymnasium 
on an enlarged scale, both of which Pliny found unfinished, 
useless, and in ruins. On such undertakings the cities had 
lavished money which was simply thrown away. He consults 
Trajan whether these buildings should be finished at public 
cost, whether the money promised by ambitious citizens 
should be demanded; he adds that a rival architect had as
sured him (apparently on false grounds) that one of these 
works (the gymnasium) would require complete rebuilding.1 

Other such cases occur in these letters, where the polities 
seem steeped in debt, and have evidently squandered their 
money on pure ostentation, and that not even of a successful 
kind For it seems plain from Pliny's constant requests 
for an architect or surveyor to be sent from Rome (though 
Trajan reminds him that there are clever people of the 
kind among the Greeks, whom they even import to Rome) 
that there was scandalous jobbery, that either the architects 
or the contractors selected by the cities were dishonest, 
for the work seems always unfinished or going to pieces. 
Pliny, it is true, never makes this moral charge; indeed the 
sentence just quoted is the only one where he mentions the 
rivalries of the architects; but the facts he reports, and the 
general character of these Greeks, as disclosed to us by 
Dion, make the inference inevitable. The Bithynian Greeks 
were mixed with the aborigines! they were very anxious, as 

I PrIZUrtd a,.d';/~ctus, SaIU «",,,IUI ejllS a 'IUD opus ;mfl4alum esl, 
adjinnal parieles '1U1Ulf{uam XXII. fetks la/os imposila Olin. susti,u,., 
""" poss, (DI. ciI. p. 139, with Mr. Hardy's notes). 

I This is clearly shown by the strange list of Ilian names just found by 
Dr. Schliemann, and announced in the New En;' Presu, 13 Aug. 1890-
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appears from various allusions in Dion, to pose as pure Hel· 
lenes; but without attaining the virtues of the old Greeks, 
they exhibited their defects with remarkable faithfulness. 

The Greek levity had no doubt long since been contrasted 
strongly by the Romans with the seriousness of the only 
other subject race which furnished them with remarkable 
men, I mean the Jews. We can hardly find any Greeks 01 
more importance in the imperial counsels than Herod and 
Agrippa, his grandson; and the jealousy of the two races as 
regards Roman favour was accentuated by many collisions 
in which the Greeks were by no means always the victors. 
Many Greek cities were thankful to invoke the mediation 01 
Herod, and the great prominence given by Tacitus to the 
war of Titus against the Jews shows how clearly the strong 
Roman felt the opposing strength of another race with 
ineradicable traditions, and a more than Stoic contempt of 
pain and death. It is true that the Jews occupied but a 
small territory in Southern Syria encompassed with many 
Greek cities. But just as the strength of the Greeks lay 
not in their decaying peninsula, but in their diaspora-their 
settlements all over the world; so the Jews were an ubiquit· 
ous nation, imbued at the same time with a strong affection 
for the one spiritual centre of the race at Jerusalem. This 
gave them unity and power which the Greeks did not 
possess. Philo, composing a very rhetorical letter as the 
missive sent by king Agrippa to Caligula, speaks of the 
spreading of the Jews as follows: 1 , This sacred city 
is the metropolis not only of the one country J udrea, but of 
most lands, by reason of the settlements she sent out from 
time to time to the bordering lands of Egypt, Phrenicia, and 
the rest of Syria; also into the more remote Pamphylia, 
Cilicia, most of Asia as far as the recesses of Pontus; 

1 Leg. ad eaiu"" § 36. 
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likewjse to Europe, Thessaly, Bceotia, Macedonia, Ai:tolia, 
Attica, Argos; Corinth, as well as most and'the best parts of 
the Peloponnese. And not only are the continents full 
of Jewish settlements, but so are the most famous of the 
islands, Eubcea, Cyprus, Crete. I omit the lands beyond 
the Euphrates. For very nearly all Babylon and whatever 
other satrapies have good land, have Jewish settlers. If 
therefore my fatherland obtain from you benefits, not one 
city, but tens of thousands are put under obligation, which 
are settled over every latitude of the habitable world-in 
Europe, Asia, Libya, in continents, islands, -on sea-coasts 
and far inland.' 

This then was the most important element antagonistic 
to Hellenism in the first century. The Greeks had the 
advantage in language. If the Jews desired to rival them 
they must submit to speak in the established lingua franca 
of the Empire. And they did so with difficulty. Josephus 
says that up to his time only two or three Jews (of Palestine) 
had learned to speak Greek with fluency and good accent, 
seeing that the talking of many languages was despised 
among his people, being the mere accomplishment of any 
slave that chose to learn other than high and sacred know
ledge. He himself had "laboured to learn Greek gram
matically in order to speak to the world.l 

What he has told most plainly is the ineradicable mutual 
hatred of Jews and Greeks. The 'main cause of revolt 
against the Herods was their, adorning the Greek cities of 
Palestine and elsewhere with those public buildings which 
were essential to Roman Hellenism, while most of them 
were an abomination to the Jews-theatres, circuses, temples, 
votive monuments with graven images.2 'King Agrippa 

1 Cf. the very interesting personal epilogue, A Ittiqq, lib. xx. 
2 Cf. Josephus, Antiqq. xx. 9, § 4. 
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gave the people of Berytus at great cost a theatre for their 
yearly shows, and spent many myriads on distributions of 
corn and oil to the populace. And he adorned all the city 
with statues and images copied from ancient models-here 
we have the usual Roman copies of great Greek originals
and transferred to them well nigh all the splendour of his 
kingdom. Hatred therefore against him waxed strong 
among his people because he took away their substance 
to adorn a strange city.' And yet this Agrippa is repre
sented by Philo as a most zealous and patriotic Jew, risking 
his life with -Caligula to prevent the profanation of the 
temple. 

How hateful this tampering with Greek fashions was to 
the Jews, and how increasing was the bitterness of feeling, 
appears still more clearly from the massacres of Jews by 
Greeks and of Greeks by Jews, mentioned in Josephus's 
Life. ' Those that dwelt in the cities of Syria round about, 
seizing the Jews that dwelt among them with their wives 
and children, slew-them, having not a single charge against 
them:' 1 'The party of (the insurgent) Jews murder all the 
Greeks dwelling in the king's palace (near Tiberias), even 
-such as before the war had already been their enemies.' 2 

In the opinion of Josephus it was Gessius Florus, a Greek 
of Clazomenre, whose appointment by Nero over the Jews 
led to the downfall of Jerusalem.s So also in the fragments 
of Nicolaus,4 which tell of the troubles after the death of 
Herod the Great, it appears that while both Jews and Greek 
cities agreed in desiring to escape from the Asmonean 

1§7. 8§12. 
I Anliqq. xx. II. The first form of this great war, which broke out 

in April 66 A.D., was between the IOvoI of the Jews and the Greek 
1r6"m, each of whom massacred such opponents as were in their power 
(Jos. B.J. ii. 18). 

, MUller, FRG iii. 353. 
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dominion, of which the Greek cities had hitherto been the 
main support, the nationalities were at deadly variance. 
Josephus reports an insurrection or civic conflict at Cresarea 
put down by Felix, Nero's governor, with military interfer
ence. It was between Greeks and Jews of this city concern
ing equal rights (rEp~ lcr07TO)..£TEtaS). The Jews, relying on 

• their wealth and consequent importance, asserted their rights 
on the ground that their king Herod had been the founder. 
The Greeks retorted that it had been a city known as Stralo's 
Tower long before, and that of this ancient city no Jew was 
among the founders. The Roman governor, of course, 
sided with the Greeks. l When, therefore, we are told in 
the Gospel 2 that certain Greeks desired to see Jesus, and 
forthwith He exclaims: 'The hour is come, that the Son of . 
man should be glorified,' we must understand these Greeks 
to have been inhabitants of some of the surrounding and 
independent polities, established there in antagonism to the 
Jews, hostile intruders in race and religion, who stood aloof 
from them with hatred and contempt. To interest these 
people in the Gospel, to conquer such prejUdices, was 
indeed the victory which overcame the world. 

If the hatred of the Jews was outspoken and intense, the 
hatred of the Greeks was .silent and contemptuous. Though 
thousands of Jews were settled in Greece and in Asia, neither 
Dion nor Plutarch mentions them except to express con
tempt; the great Jewish boolts already before the world in 
Greek receive no attention; and when the war in Judrea 
ended with the destruction of Jerusalem, it may have 
appeared that the battle was won by the Greek, and that 
his ever-present, subtile, persistent rival in the mart, in 
the palace, in the very household of the Roman magnate, 
was finally defeated. But if the Greek was pre-eminent 

1 Antiqq. xx. 8, § 7. t S. John, xii. 20. 
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in language, the Jew was superior in what the Greek 
lacked-that religious fervour which not only preached 
a dogma but made it a principle, and so satisfied the 
spiritual craving of the world for some refuge against the 
tempests of unbelief and superstition. These' great topics 
are, however, 110t within our present subject. 



CHAPTER XVI 

THE LITERATURE OF THE ~'i:RST CENTURY 

IT remains for me to say something of the general char
acter of Greek literature as we know it in the first century. 
So poor are, indeed, its representative·s, so little was done 
of importance between the days of Diodorus and Strabo 
on the one hand, and those of Dian and Plutarch on 
the other, that it was not worth while interrupting our in
quiries into social life to give a separate estimate· of 
letters under the early emperors. As we progress in time, 
and the Hellenistic tendencies of the emperors become 
accentuated, there is a corresponding recovery in Greek 
letters, so that under Hadrian, who comes next upon 
the scene, a positive revival takes place. And no doubt 
this revival was. announced in the works of Dionysius 
and Longinus, of Dion and Plutarch. For with the age 
of Hadrian comes what is called the sophistical develop-

. ment, to which I have so often alluded in the foregoing 
pages. 

Every revival in· literature depends upon the general 
conditions . of the society to which it appeals, and which 
appeals to it, for it must be the voice of the people, or a 
large part of the people, even as Dion says that Homer is 

2 B 
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universally popular because he expresses the sentiment 
which are universal,l I will therefore recapitulate briefl 
what is scattered through the preceding chapters concernin 
the literary aspects' of Greek life, and add some detail 
which have not yet found place in these pages. 

In the first place, the general observation holds goo 
for this time also, that the masses of the poorer peopl 
were excluded from most of the benefits of literature 
They were divided, of course, into country poor and cit 
poor. Dion, in the sequel to the idyll which I hav 
tra,nslated in a previous chapter, enters at length into th 
contrasts of thes~ classes, and points out the miseries ( 
the city poor, who must pay for every necessary of life 
or beg for it, while the neediest country peasant . ca 
supply himself in kind. But while. he urges upon h 
hearers to promote as much as possible country lifi 
his own ideal picture shows that he did not conceive tb 
pleasures of literature as forming any part of it. Eve 
those who in his day professed to retire from society (fc 
which the term anachorde (anchorite) was already in USE 

could in his opinion do it adequately by that mental abstra, 
tion which you may see practised in the streets of any tOWI 
• whereas the mere search after solitude gives no more hel 
in the long run than changing the bed of the sick. For yo 
may see the flute-player performing or teaching his pupi 
on the very highway, nor does the noise or number e 
those that pass disturb him, and the dancer or dancinJ 
master in the gymnasium does not mind those undressin 
or wrestling or idling near him, so it is also with the harpi: 
or the -painter; nay, even those that teach children to rea 
sit with their pupils by the wayside, and in this thoroughfal 
there is no impediment either to teaching or to IearninJ 

1 Dion, Or. vii. (I, 130). 
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For not nnfrequently have I seen, as I passed through the 
hippodrome, crowds of men at various pursuits, one piping, 
another dancing, another exhibiting sleight of band, another 
reading out a poem, another singing, another reciting a 
history or a tale, and yet not a single one of these hindered 
the rest from pursuing his comse. Philosophers, no doubt, 
and philologer.; demand seclusion and silence for them
selves. and will not allow a sight or sound to distnrb them, 
like sick people trying togo asleep. Yet men who live by 
the sea are not troubled by far greater noise; for they 
do not keep counting the waves. or noting the changes in 
their sound, or watching the seagulls skimming along, and 
floating upon the rufHed water.' I 

I have allowed myself to ron on in translating this pictur
esque passage, for it leads ns back to the superior condition 
of the city poor, as regards their chances of education. 
The great days of political discussion, such as those in the 
theatre of Athens or of Megalopolis, were gone, and from 
such meetings as that of which Dion has given a descrip
tion, cited above (p. 280 S1.)' no good could come. But 
though the climate of Greek. Lmds made the life of the 
country poor far pleasanter than it is with us, and though 
there was not, in addition to the great inducements of paved 
ways, and lamps, and shops, that of escaping from mud and 
cold, which -has acted so powerfully in clearing the country 
people into the towns of EngLmd; yet to the lively Greek 
the lively aspects and sounds of the town must have been 
very attractive. And if he could not, any more than his 
country brother, buy and read books, be at least could bear 
what was going on, be could listen to recitations, and to 
the specimens from new works read out by the bookseller.; j 
and of course be could profit by those constant doles 01 

~ Or. ss. (1,292). 
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money and those public shows which the rich citizen fel 
compelled to afford him. 

Even with elftreme poverty there remained in thes' 
people no little pride; and Dion, in discussing what trade 
they should pursue, is (like Plutarch) curiously fastidiou 
in excluding not only all professional promotion of im 
morality, but many skilled handicrafts, such as the orna 
menting of the walls and ceilings of stately mansions, 0 

the making of rouge or unguents, because they_subserve tl 
the luxury of the rich classes. He mentions by the wa: 
that it was habitual to cast up to people not only thei 
actual employments but those of their parents; if, fo 
example, a man's mother had been a reaper or a vintager 
or had been a wet-nurse for hire, or if his father had taugh 
children, or brought them to and from school. This sor 
of society, vain, impatient, frivolous, which must in an~ 
case have been. educated by hearing and not by reading 
afforded indeed a very unpromising atmosphere for litera 
ture. To such people the old masters were no doub 
tedious; the old tragedies and comedies out of date 
They must have something startling, new, exciting, mean! 
not for permanent profit but for present amusement. 

I think this tendency to superficiality must have beer 
strongly promoted by the marked severance which nOli 
existed bet~een serious philosophy and the other forms 0: 
literature-poetry and rhetoric. We can illustrate it nol 
merely by contrasting authors, but by comparing an authOl 
with himself. Thus, for example, the philosopher Philo· 
demus, of whom I have already spoken, has left us twc 
kinds of work-dry prose tracts on music or on poetry, 
composed, as was the Epicurean fashion, with a deliberate 
contempt for style. The same man has left us poems on 
sporty Ie or even loose subjects, filed and polished with the 
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most minute care. He evidently regarded the two occupa
tions as totally and radically distinct. Plutarch, indeed, 
and Dion endeavoured to combine moral teaching with 
grace of style,- but the professional philosophers, especially 
those Cynics whom the orator describes as very numerolis 
in Alexandria, l were, as the reader may see by looking back 
(p. 246), mere itinerant beggars, who collected crowds of 
children or sailors or idlers about them, and amused them 
with some performance partaking more of a mountebank's 
than a' reformer's work. There are not wanting in our 
own day extravagant forms of open-air preaching not very 
unlike these performances. We find in an epitaph by 
Meleager, a century older, philosophy is even named as a 
kind of trade together with husbandry and shipping.2 

Even more solid professors of philosophy, who cor
responded in so many respects to our clergy, assumed the 
long hair, beard, and cloak, which were distinctly an uniform, 
and which were regarde!i with the same kind of dislike that 

, a clerical garb encounters among the ruder and looser classes 
in our own day. The street boys of Asia went even further, 
for Dion tells USB that though nobody minds a country yokel 
or a petty trader wearing any dress he finds convenien!, when 
they see a man with long hair, wrapped in a cloak without 
any tunic under it, they cannot let him pass by in peace, 
but provoke and worry and revile him, or even pull him 
about, if they think him not strong or likely to be assisted, 
although he merely wears the received garb of a philosopher. 
And not only is this so, but philosophers are not rare, like 
Getre and Persians and Nasamones, with their strange 

1 i. 40 3. 
2 AIt1h.. Pal. ed. Didot. i. p. 363, No. 470:

tSlltT4f a~ Tlv4 tTTlfYYwv Plov; o~ TQJI 6.p6TPOV 
oME Tlw IK JllIwv, TQV a~ tTOq,Olf b4pOV., 

S Cf. Dion, ii. 39, 43. 
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clothes, but there are such crowds of them as exceed thl 
cobblers or fulIers or mountebanks or any other calling 
Moreover, this is"the usual dress in which men see the god~ 
in temples, or ancient public benefactors, represented bJ 
the sculptors. 

Dion attributes this unpopularity 1 tOo the expressed 01 

implied assumption of superiority in the profession -ar 
assumption not justified by the lives of many of thesl 
teachers. Here, however, I am not further concerned witt 
this crowd of self-constituted pastors of the people morl 
than to insist upon their severance from literature, boH 
poetical and prose, and hence the danger to writers in tha 
day of neglecting the solid and permanent teaching whid 
is conveyed through letters, the most universal and etrectivl 
of the fine arts, and attending to mere formal perfection 
And .again, even in literature, we have another deep gul 
between the learned grammarians, the analysts of Epic ane 
Attic diction," of metre, of rythm, and those who devote< 
themselves to belles-lellres. Not that the latter were wantinl 
in even excessive learning. But serious and sportive sub 
jects, were now inc~ngruous; the former were monopolise< 
by prose -writers; the latter was wholIy given up to tha 
crowd of epigrammatists which is the only realIy prominen 
feature in the poetry of this long and famous epoch. 

The great body of this Greek poetry, now gathered, witt 
much that is both earlier and later, in the Anthology, ha~ 
received but occasional and scant attention from modcrr 
scholars, so that the workmanship of the principal poet~ 
has only been disclosed by very recent researches. It no'\1 
appears that to write an epigram in strict form was no easJ 
task, and that the niceties of cresura and rythm must havl 
been discussed at Alexandria, Cos, and Gadara with ever 

1 Or. lxxii. on 'he Philosoph;( Garb. 
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more minuteness than the laws of the sonnet among 
modern poets. It is. not the province of this book to 
go into such special questions; I shall therefore content 
myself with giving the results gathered by Rubensohn in 
his recent edition of Crinagoras, where the tracts on this 
special subject are named, and their essence extracted. 

It appears that Callimachus was the father of this new 
and more precise method of writing elegiacs, 1 according to 
which each verse was to begin with sedateness, and hurry 
towards its conclusion. Thus spondees were· almost 
the rule at the opening of each line-the second half of 
the pentameter being necessarily dactylic. If the former 
half was dactylic, this defect was to be remedied by having 
at least two cresuras. The earlier and better poets adhered 
strictly to these rules. i Here is another law. The penta
meter must not end with an iambus in a separate word
the only two cases occurring in Callimachus being accounted 
for by one being a proper name and the other a rhetorical 
point. Crinagoras also has but two doubtful instances. 
Turning back to the hexameter, of which the first four feet 
only are variable, we find Crinagoras, out of 137 verses, writ
ing 90 in one of the following four forms: dsdtl (30), d.(dtl 
(22) stidd (23) and ssd.l (IS). Of the other twelve possible 
combinations two are not at all, the rest very sparingly, used. 
It appears further that a spondee is not allowed before the 
bucolic cresura (where the fourth foot ends a word), neither 
is the second syllable of a dactyl in that position permitted 
to end a word, so that a line emended by Boissonade into 
• A XP' T~V, d &l~UK, ICfl'UUrW lv l~1rtcT& (}t'p.~ thus violates the 
laws of Crinagoras. This poet went even so far in the more 
polished inscriptions on votive monuments as to make all 

1 cr. Kaibel's PllilOtltlHUS (EpigralHS), Greifswald, I88S. 
I Cf. the cases cited, oJ. til. P. 20. 
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his hexameters uniform in cresura. He was however, very 
free in admitting hiatus, and in this· latter point he differed 
from Meleager and the more 'careful of his school, who only 
admitted hiatus at the end of ~ foot, and generally at the 
end of the fourth. What is called trochaic hiatus-between 
the second and third syllables of a dactyl-was carefully 
eschewed.l But as regards cresura the stricter epigram
matists were seldom content .'with that in the third foot, 
supplementing it with the favourite bucolic cresura, which 
they regarded as. almost necessary if the first cresura did not 
occur till the fourth foot. . 

These are but some of the subtleties which have been 
recently discovered by the minute patience of Kaibel, Meyer, 

. and others, and no doubt they will be increased in number 
as time goes on. It appears, according to the Hellenistic 
poetasters, that the opening line of Homer's Iliad contains 
three violations of strict metrica'l rules. 2 

When, therefore, we wonder at the stiffness and the 
obscurity of many of these short poems, we should reo 
member that the poets put themselves under restrictions as 
exacting as those of the most complicated lyric poetry. Of 
course it did not require a poet, but a smart person, to 
compose these little sportive pieces, as we know from an 
interesting allusion in Plutarch. He tells us of a soldier 
who found after a long time the coins he had hidden in 
the half-closed hand of Demosthenes's statue at Athens, 
and that there was quite a competition among the EUjhllisfs 

in composing epigrams, when so a striking subject came 

1 cr. the details in Kaibel's Philodel1ltlS, p. s. 
2 Cf. Rubensohn, op. cit. p. 33. Any word belonging to the first foot 

must not end in the second with a trochee, as does 11. .. 8.. Then the strong 
cresura must not be obtained by an iambic word like 8.6.. Lastly the 
caesuras in the third and fifth feet are not to' be used in the same 
line! 
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before the publicl These poems are. t4\.~refoli,Q.(il tEJ 
dence of a certain phase of social lif~o~lDf.Vmy 
contains few allusions to anything distinctiv~anner 
and customs. Nor did they help any more in ed~ 
the people-which poetry ought to do-than the writing 
and solving of acrostics do nowadays. 

To attempt any detailed review of the great group written 
during the period of the present book would require a 
volume in itself, and I think vague generalities so unfruitful. 

. that it seems better to select two or three of the best, and 
say a word or two on them with some quotations. Even 
this task is not easy, seeing that in the wild thicket of 
the Anllzology no attempt is made at chronological order, 
and the works of many centuries are jumbled together in 
inextricable confusion. Separate ~ditions of single poets. 
such as the excellent ones above cited, are still rare • .and not 
easily accessible. 

Let us begin with Meleager of Gadara. one of the best of 
them, who was, moreover. the first collector of a large selec
tion into what he called a garland. 

The poet leaves us in no doubt as to his origin. He 
was born in the Allie Gadara 2 founded among the Assyria1ls, 
as these writers often call Syria; he was brought up at Tyre ; 
in his old age he settled at Cos, not without travelling as 
far as Byzantium. All this he writes in the epitaphs he 
composed for his own tomb. He boasts that he combined 
Love, the Graces and Wisdom, in his work. I take this 
'wisdom to mean poetic artifice, for of philosophy I find no 
trace. The reader will note that just as it was remarked of 

1 Plut. D~most1t. 3I.-7I"0>'>'0! TW" dtpuw" v7l"6fJ.~", >'a{j6"r<f ••• 
a,,,p.t>'>'''''''o Tats i7l"'-Ypd.Jl.p.a~,. 

S Philodemus of Gadara, his contemporary Antipater of Sidon, and 
other names show that Syria was now a fruitful source of IiteraIMre. 
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Nicolaus,l SO here Meleager is proud of his Syrian home, for 
while in this and the next century it could claim more literary 
distinctions than belong to any other province of Hellenism 
-not of course including the invented myths, which gave 
an old Attic or Argolic origin to these really Macedonian 
settlements-he allows contact with Syria to tell upon 
his work. He twits one of his flames for being addicted to 
a quiet Sabbath, and says Love is feverish even on that day. 
He says farewell, in one of his auto-epitaphs, in Aramaic, in 
Phrenician, and in Greek. We may therefore regard him as 
the most perfect embodiment of that Hellenism which trans
fused the Eastern Empire. There is no allusion to Jewish 
troubles, to the conflict with the GreekS; to the settlement of 
Pompey, to anyone of all the momentous events which 
happened during the poet's life. Were we to believe his 
epigrams, he spent all his passionate days among fair women 
and boys, of the most perfect beauty and the most abandoned 
character. But if I read aright this child of his age, we 
need no more credit his picture of the promiscuous amorous
ness of Helleno-Syrian society than the contrasted picture 
of the ideal shepherds in Dion's idyll, who knew nothing 
but the bond of marriage. We may even suspect this hyper
anacreontic Anacreon, with his wicked beauties and his dis
tracting ganymedes, to have been a respectable and hard
working man, labouring out his elegant conceits, polishing 
his lines, and seeking by the simulation of art to produce 
the impression of the storm and tumult of a love-tost 
souLS 

In three directions I hold him to have attained great per

l Above, p. 177. 
s Cc. what was cited above, p. 128, from Cicero, in describing his con

temporary Philodemus, whose very similar epigrams were composed to 
suit the taste of Roman libertines, perhaps even with disgust and con
tempt, ily the dependent philosopher. 
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fection,-in pathetic exclamation, in passionate soliloquy, 
and in a Carlylesque richness of pictorial epithets.1 And 
if he tells us nothing of the politics or home life of his 
day, he is both observant and picturesque upon natural 
phenomena, as when he beseeches the mosquitoes, 'shrill 
sounding, shameless siphons of human blood, two-winged 
monsters of the night,' to spare his beloved; or again to 
wake her with his love message, while they leave her hus
band asleep; as when he prays the cicada, 'the beguiler of 
his desire, the lyre of Nature, drunk with dew, to bring him 
mid-day sleep beneath the plane-tree's shade.' 2 His gar
lands of flowers too are composed of real spring flowers, and 
such as bloom together3-the narcissus, the crocus, smiling 
lilies that haunt the hills, the purple hyacinth, and the 
opening rose are entwined about his beloved's head ~ In 
consonance with this is his famous hexameter poem on the 
spring, which has led to countless imitations, from Horace 
to Goethe.s 

These features present to us a far more interesting 
personality than that of Crinagoras, with his stricter verse, 
his frequent allusions to the imperial house, his display 
of affectation, . varied with only one single exclamation 

1 Here are specimens of each, I quote from the Didot edition of the 
AntAo14gy :-

(vii. No. 476), Aw, 1I"OV TO ".08""0,, tp.ol 8J."os; I1.p ... a.tT£P • Ac~as 
i1.pra.tT£P. 6."p4l011 ~' i1.,,80s llfJvpe "elPcs. 

(xii. 117), B.px-lJq8., K6fJos· i1.7rTe· 1I"OprotT0JUlc. 'H"/~e r6""u. 
ol"ofJapls, T/,,' lxm IfJpo"r/~a; ".,,.J.tTo/un. 

K.,p.J.tTop.cu; fTo'i. 8vpl TplrrJ; rl tt lpwrc "O"f'tTp.6s ; 
i1.1I"TE rdxos. nov~' ~ rp6tT8e "ely.,,, ,.iAlTl) ; 

(v. 177), "Ean ~. 0 ...... s "'I"V,,6~UKpV$ d.I);a"os, o,,,6s, drapfJr,s 
tTcp.4 "'f<"';;v, ~.p6eC$ ,,';;"a, IfJapETpoIf>6pos. 

i v. 151, 152; vii. 195. 196. 
S If we except the rose, which we know was artificially forced. 
• v. 144. 147. 
• ix. 73. I have printed the full text in the Appendix C. • 
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from the heart in the midst of all his artificial polite
ness.1 But as this latter poet as well as Philodemus can be 
easily bought and read in a good and cheap edition, I shall 
not further discuss them, but select another of the poets 
credibly assigned to the first century after Christ. 

Philippus of Thessalonica was the second collector of a 
garland of epigrams, and tells a certain Camillus, to whom 
he 4edicates it, that as Meleager has preserved the more 
ancient poets, he will gather the more modern, of whom 
he gives a list-Antipater, Crinagoras, Antiphilus, etc. He 
himself contributes about eighty pieces, but not by any means 
of the same merit as those of Meleager. Many of them are 
votive inscriptions on the tools of various tradespeople
fishermen, sailors, weavers, etc., who retire in old age and 
lay aside their work. There is hardly anything, however, 
personal to be found; he mentions Actium, and Leucadia; 
he is styled 'of Thessalonica '; he wonders at the great piers 
of J\,grippa that made the harbour of Puteoli, at the elephants 
which, once a resource of war, now only serve to draw the 
car of Cresar. This exclusive attention to Rome and Roman 
affairs is in fact the only personal feature of this poet (who 
seems to have lived till the days of Nero), of Crinagoras 
and the rest in the Imperial epoch, as contrasted with the 
earlier Meleager and his fellows. Many Romans, even 
Marcellus and Germanicus, appear as contributors to Phi
lippus's volume. Unfortunately both these earlier collec
tions are mixed up with later and worse work in a confusion 

1 I mean the soliloquy numbered 28 in Rubensohn's edition :
• AXfJI T.ii, ct /lel" ..... KfV"'S IT' I.,' 1".,1,1'1, 8vp.l. 

"""1J8<ls !/Ivxpwv cl""OTclT'" Vf.pl",V, 
«""OIS «,,~ <.,' 'PVflP" /l1"'Ypcl!/l.IS; cl",lvolo 

KT1JTbv 'YAp fJ'vrois ovllllv .. 1lT6P. .. TOV· 
1I10v"l",v cl"~ <.,1 /lwp .. p.eTlp'XfO· T .. iiT .. /l' clp.v/lpcl 

.til"," .. !/Iv'Xfis 1}"'P.clTOI'" p.lOn. 
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perhaps impossible to unraveL We notice in Philippus 
sarcastic attacks on the book-worm class, in close imitation 
of the men: of Callimachus's day, but perhaps peculiarly 
suitable when learned studies had become specialised and 
completely separated from all polite literature: I have 
quoted some specimens in the Appendix D. 

I do not think I should add new features of interest 
were I to specify many other small distinctions to be found 
among these poets. They plainly diffused among the higher 
classes a taste for this sort of ingenuity, which led people 
into studying a kind of art, a kind of letters, a kind of 
artificial verse, and the learning of mythology' necessary to 
supply them with images and allusions. It was, as I said, 
an amusement like that of acrostics, but more finished and 
more artistic in proportion as Greek letters were more 
polished and more artistic than those of England.1 Let us 
then turn for a few moments to the prose writing, which not 
only on the one hand rivalled the display and conceits of 
poetry, but on the other sought bravely to· keep up purity 
of diction by a careful study of the great old masters in 
history and in eloquence. 

The critics of Cicero's time (as represented by his rhe
torical tracts), as well as Dionysius of Halicarnassus and the 
writer on the Sublime, show so perfect an appreciation of what 
is good and great that we wonder at the total impotence of 
practical men to carry out the rules so admirably discussed 
by the theorists, nay, even of the theorists to carry out their 
own principles. The highest outcome of this revival of 
Attic purity is the writing of Lucian, which comes in the 

1 The collections of translations into Latin and Greek verse-Sabrina! 
lorol/a, Arundi,us Cam;, etc.-wherein the most finished scholars of our 
day have exhibited their ingenuity and their grace, are another similar 
but more slavish 'sport' in literature. 
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succeeding century, and yet Cobet has amply shown how fal 
removed he is from the masters whom he emulated. The 
Alexandrians studied grammar with extreme care, and wit~ 
the greatest models before them, and yet we find here toe 
that no conscious labour will replace that subtle spirit whicli 
transfuses all the minds of a certain epoch, and makes it tht 
golden age of a nation's literature. When this moment ha! 
gone by, not even the grace of Menander, the glow of Dion, 
the can dour of Plutarch can command it to return. 

We have already tasled largely of Plutarch the essayisl 
and Dion the moral preacher j I do not feel bound to de 
more than mention Nicolaus the historian, whose panegyrical 
history of Cresar and Augustus is extant, as well as many 
fragments of his historical encyc1opredia. We may suppose 
him to have been educated in the way which Dion recom· 
mends, and which I shall presently quote, as well as by 
his contact with Syrian and Roman courts and with divine 
philosophy, on which he wrote many tracts for Herod. And 
yet his panegyric on Julius Cresar and Augustus remains 
buried in the great forest of Miiller's Fragments oj the Gree" 
Historians, and will never be consulted except by specialists, 
or edited again for the world. 

There is another historian, his contemporary, nay, his 
model, from whom he has copied pages. I mean Dionysius 
of Halicarnassus, who came to Rome shortly after the battle 
of Actium, and lived a literary life there for twenty-two years, 
giving special attention to the Latin language and historical 
literature. We may put him with Strabo, Nicolaus, and the 
so-called Longinus, as the best extant specimens of that class 
of Romani sing Hellenists to whom the spiritual reconciliation 
of their country and scattered people with the domination 
of Rome was the ideal of a literary life. He seeks consciously 
to carr,v out the work and object of Polybius j but while that 
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great historian had chosen with practical sense the period 
of historic contact between Greece and Rome, with its long 
prepared causes in the growth of the latter power beyond 
the bounds of Italy, Dionysius desires to lead the student 
from the earliest times to the point where Polybius begins, 
and undertakes to show in the mythical history, the legends, 
the old religious usages still surviving, proofs of an ever 
repeated contact between Hellas and Rome. The older 
Roman writers, even Cato, had asserted this connection as 
then the only means of claiming a decent national pedigree. 
If not Greek in origin, you must be barbarian. But when 
the historic magnificence of Rome was established beyond 
all doubt, there seems to have been a certain solace to the 
vanquished in asserting that after all these conquerors of the 
world were derived from an asylum of thieves and fugitive 
slaves, as we should say, from a criminal colony or a found
ling hospital. This had been dilated on by some Hellen
istic court-historians, themselves the slaves of royal slaves, 
a kind of consolation which disguises spite and detraction'! 

It is in reply to these anonymous persons that Dionysius 
writes his History of early Rome, attributing Greek manners, 
rites, language, to his Romulus and Remus, and putting into 
the mouth of the early kings discourses like the speeches of 
the characters in Thucydides. The appreciation of historic 
evidence in all this is to us grotesque, though to a classical 
author of any period, not to say a close student and imitator 
of Thucydides, speeches were the natural expression of a 
political situation. But how even Polybius would have 
laughed outright at the notion of a speech from a mythical 
character! So indeed would he have laughed at the 
conservative attitude in religion of this learned rhetorician, 
which is truly Herodotean rather than Polybian, and men-

1 A /l1"qq. Rom. i. 4, lu6. fin. 
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tions as one of the peculiar advantages of Italy over othe 
lands that it is suitable not only for all kinds of culture an< 
human habits, but for the tastes of ~ll classes of gods-
mountains and glades for Pan, meadows and rich lands fo 
nymphs, coasts and islands for marine deities, in fine, what 
ever suits any god or d::emon 1 is there to be found 
Indeed he often declines to give any opinion on theologica 
difficulties, or to accept or reject the doctrine we find ir 
Plutarch of intermediate d::emons, since all this is thl 
speciality. of that class which is quite separate and peculiar 
the philosophers.2 

And yet this man, so inferior as a historian to his greal 
models, inferior not only in his conception of history, whid 
he regards as a careful collection and arrangement 0 

legends and uses, but in his very style, which cannot la) 
aside rhetoric in the most incongruous situations - thi! 
Dionysius makes an epoch in his careful appreciation ane 
criticism of the style of the old prose masters. It had beer 
felt, ever since the days of Cicero, that Asianic flourisr 
was no true eloquence, and that the Attic masters must b( 
the proper models. But the Rhodian attempt to maintain 
this tradition was made without proper studies, and substituted 
the dry and jejune for the false and turgid. Under the reign 
of Augustus we find even the Latin poets going back from 
their Alexandrian models to the great masters, and th€ 
account given by Dion Chrysostom (a man far behind his 

1 Altliqq. Ro",. i. 38. Cf. for other specimensoftheauthor'sreligioUl 
views i. 67, sub.jin., where he recoi1~ from religious curiosity, in im' 
itation, I suspect, of Herodotus; and (ii. 19, 20) his remarks on indecent 
Greek myths and the difficulties they cause in religion, as compared 
with the more staid Roman creed. 

s ii. 21.-'AU' uft'lp "1,, TOUT"''' Toif aUTO p,6"0,, TO O''''fY'IT1KO. 
T7jS <I> .. I\0604>£''s pJpor 6."07'<7',.."pi"OlS "<I>dtrO", trKOft'.W, are his words 
in speaking of the alleged good and bad effects of the Greek 
myths. ~ 
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age in minute learning) of what every gentleman ought to 
study 1 is very sound and reasonable. 

• Let Homer of course be your daily spiritual bread, the 
beginning, middle, and' end of every culture, for young and 
old, who' gives to each as much as he can receive.! Lyric 
and elegiac poetry is all very well, if you have great leisure, 
otherwise you may pass it by. Thus in tragedy you may 
prefer Euripides, and in comedy Menander to the older and 
perhaps greater S masters, because they contain more practi
cal wisdom. History is essential, but Herodotus for charm 
and Thucydides for excellence are far superior to Ephorus, 
Theopompus, and the rest.' In oratory Demosthenes is 
of course supreme in force and Lysias in the disguise' of 
force, but Dion recommends Hypereides and h:schines, 
as it is easier to understand their art. Nor will he object to 

. the modern rhetoricians of the previous generation being 
studied, especially as men approach them with a free critical 
spirit, and not in that slavish admiration, which they feel 
towards the ancients. Among Socratic thinkers none is ~er~ 
viceabie to the man of action except Xenophon, who indeed 

. is in history also the most perfect and excellent of masters .. 
Such is the training in letters recommended by the most 

eminent orator of his century. It is only vague and general, 
not going into any detailed criticism; and this generality is 
also the character of the tract on the Sublime, formerly attri
buted to Longinus, but now placed by general agreement at 
the close of the Augustan age, and in that moment of reaction 

1 He uses «a1C'l/1T's for careful stlldy, thus leading the way to the later 
meanings, which have given us the words ascetic and asceticism. 

lOr. xviii. I, 282.~OP."Ipoi 6t KU! 'lrp~"os KU! pilTOS KU! /hrru.,os 
,.un! ,.u,6! KU! liv6p! KU! -yEpov." .,OlToVrov Ii",' u,"ou 8,60~ IIIT0v IKu/TTOS 
86vu.,u, ).u/N"'. ' 

8 Here we see the contrast to Plutarch's attitude (above p. 329); Dion 
apologises to the critics who may object to his preference of the newer 
,masters. 

zc 
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from Alexandrianism and Asianism to the pure Atticism ( 
the golden age. This essay seeks to stimulate a taste f( 
the real masterpieces in letters rather than to give an 
analysis of their excellence; it is the writing of a clevf 
dilettante rather than of a professor, and though very vah 

'able in directing the public taste, can hardly be said to hay 
contained new knowledge. And yet among all the book 
of this age none has received more attention than thi 
remarkable tract. It is certainly the most modern and er 
lightened of all that- the Greeks have left us on the theor 
of ait. Unfortunately the text is miserably lacerated, an, 
often breaks off in the middle of an important discussion.-

The general attitude the author assumes is that thougl 
genius is distinctly heaven-born, its splendid results are al 
tained by using the resources of art .. He rightly holds fas 
to the great Greek principle that nothing perfect can be pre 
duced without study, that spontaneity may suggest ,but wil 
never work out what is really beautiful or majestic. ;But a 
the same time he agrees perfectly with modern criticism il 
recognising that irregularities may be only a flaw in geniu 
of the highest order, perhaps even a characteristic of sucl 
genius, seeing that unvarying correctness is seldom, if eve! 
the attribute of the highest work. Thus in criticising th 
rhetor Crecilius, who was evidently the advocate of stric 
correctness, and who consequently placed the pellucid bu 
thin graces of Lysias above the richness of Plato, he break 
out (cap. 35) into the f~llowing reflections: 'What was it 
the minds of those godlike men who aimed at the highes 
perfections of their art, when they despised minute accuracl 
of detail? This among many other considerations, tha 
nature hath not made our species mean and ignoble crea 
tures, but introducing us to life and all the universe aroun( 
it as t~ a great festival and pageant, to be spectators of all it: 
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grandeur and keen competitors for its prizes, bath engrained 
in our souls an indelible love of everything that is great 
and therefore more divine than ourselves. Hence it is 
that to the speculation of man and the reach of his im
agination not all the universe sufficeth, but our thoughts 
are ever passing its furthest bounds, so that if anyone will 
consider in his own liCe how Car the great exceeds the beau
tiful, he will know forthwith whereunto we were created 
It is nature which tells us not to admire the rivulet, though 
it be pellucid and fit for use, but the Nile, the Ister, 
the Rhine, and above all the ocean j nor are we struck by 
the fire upon the hearth, however clear be its flame, but 
rather by the celestial fires, oft though they be obscured, 
or again by the crater of lEtna, whose eruptions cast from 
its abysses great rocks and vast masses; and send forth rush
ing torrents of essential fire.' 

On these grounds he worships the capricious and vari
able P,lato, and appreciates the splendours of the rugged 
Thilcydides. If there be a flaw in his judgment it is in 
his coldness towards Aristopbanes. 

Far JIlore precise were the studies of Dionysius on the 
great prose' writers of his people, especially on the orators; 
and had all his work 'been preserved we might well say 
that ancient criticism had nothing more to add to his 
researches. And yet even he does not seem to have led 
a school, but to have been an independent thinker.· 
His extant studies upon Demosthenes and upon Thucy
dides make us regret deeply the loss of most of his par
allel studies on the other orators. 1 

I Cf. on the list of his remains, Nicolai, Gri«1. Lit. Gesc!.. ii. 146-
149; and also the constant references to him in Blass's volume on 
Demosthenes in his Atluc/u B"e4sa",luiJ. Dionysius, like Crecilius, 
is too strictly the professor as regards Plato and Thucydides~d can· 
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I will not dilate further upon these interesting features 
of the Augustan and Claudian literary renaissance, for they 
are all simply forms of erudition and do not touch the social 
aspects of the Greek world either intimately or directly. So 
also I pass in silence the many collections of letters, almost 
all spurious, which may be found in the Epistolographt' 
Graci, and of which readers of Latin will find poetical 
paraphrases in Ovid's Heroides. They, like the speeches in 
Greek histories, are what, in small people's judgment, great 
people ought to have said, not what they did say. Nor do 
any oc'the 'elegant epistles' of this century approach in 
value those attributed to Plato and to Demosthenes, which, 
if they are spurious, are so well composed as to maintain 
their claim for genuineness among some first-rate critics. 

The whole of this literature was a literature of erudition, 
knowing no other excellence than to copy great ancient 
models. and rightly basing the perfection of this imitation 
on close and protracted study. No hint reaches us of popular 
poetry. no echo of popular stories. no fresh source in this 
barren land frotri which some new genius might. like Theo
critus, draw a new' draught of Hippocrene' and attempt the 
J,'ejuvenescence of Greek literature. The so-called revival of 
Hadrian's day. the sophistic literature of the next three cen
turies. as it appears in Lucian. Aristides. Libanius, what is 
it? What effect did it exercise upon any large mass of the 
people? What model did this second-hand brilliancy sho\V 
to the trien of other ages and of inferior culture? 

There was indeed one literary work going on during this 
century of the first magnitude. as the result has amply 
proved, but it was in a remote comer of Hellenism. unknown, 

not enjoy their greatness without feeling constantly shocked at their 
irregularities. In this respect, therefore, we should rank our Longinus 
higher. , 
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moreover, to the most learned' and curious of the Greeks, 
to Dion and to Plutarch. For there, where Hellenism had 
to ,struggle with the force and ability of Judaism, teaching 
and learning with the interest of _hate and the relish of 
antagonism, there, among the common people, were springing 
up those books on the life of Christ which touch the hearts of 
men with a directness and force very foreign to the flowery 
and rhetorical arguments of a Philo br a Josephus. The 
simplicity, the natural vigour, the unconscious picturesque
ness in these narratives is so remarkable, that even had they 
never laid claim- to any inspiration, sound judges must have 
condoned their faulty grammar and poor vocabulary, and 
acknowledged iii them at least the voice of honest men 
speaking froIll the heart. Whether these -writers were indeed 
Israelites or not, they- were, as writers, without guile, and the 
fact that they all chose Greek for their medium has been the 
main cause of the' persistence of Greek studies to this day. 

The slow recognition of these books-for their influence 
is first recognised in the correspondence of Pliny; if indeed 
the movement he reports did not result from mere preaching 
-is a feature well worthy of our notice. Whether they were 
kept secret from the cavils of the Greeks we know not; but 
considering the principles openly asserted in those days, con
sidering the slavish adherence to the great Attic models, 
·what was more obvious, what more certain, than that such 
pictures as the opening scenes of S. Luke's Gospel or the 
Sermon on the Mount would be despised by the critics as 
the work of late-learning and self-taught people, who knew 
nothing of the art of 'expression, or of the laws of composi
tion? And yet the world' has judged differently; the idyll 

. of Bethlehem lives, while the idyll of Eubrea lies buried in 
Dion; Herod as' the tyrant lives, while as the polished 
Hellenist he is forgotten; the metaphors on the mOll nt, the 
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parables by the way, have outlived the paradoxes of the 
Stoic, the moralities of the lecture-room. 

Yet as the vehicle of this new doctrine, this new exposi
tion, was Greek, so it borrowed from Hellenism much of its 
tone, of its terminology, of its subtler thinking. Let no 
man imagine that the Christian faith owes nothing, or even 
little, to the Greeks. 'The fulness of time' for the Gospel 
came when Greek conquered Jew and Jew conquered 
Greek, and the world inherited the legacy of their struggle 
through Roman hands. For it was through Rome that the 
Greek spirit must be subdued-I mean the wordliness, the 
triviality, the slavishness which had infected the Hellenistic 
world. Though all men used Greek and professed Greek 
culture, the influence of the Roman master was everywhere 
seen. Roman villas in their splendour have left their traces 
in many parts of Greece and Asia Minor; Roman luxuries 
are the natural form which wealth adopts in the Hypata of 
Apuleius, the Corinth of Aristides. There is hardly a 
treatise we have quoted which is not addressed to a Roman 
patron, and Roman names were everywhere being assumed 
as a distinction by Greeks. . 

Nor is it easy to estimate, as a feature in this Roman 
domination over the world, the effects of that apo
theosis which was so often claimed by the emperors and 
so often thrust upon them by their Hellenistic subjects. 
As is well known, the gods of popular belief were so 
familiarised by the treatment of poets and painters, that 
the gulf between an exalted man and a god could hardly 
seem insuperable. And perhaps it was rather the gods who 
were further assimilated to the emperor than the emperor 
to the gods: From one point indeed he was greater than 
any of them. Not only was his will law, but anyone 
who vnlated it was promptly and visibly punished. In-
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deed, according as the imperial system became more com
pletely regulated, the· hand of the emperor reached more 
and. more directly into the affairs of every province and 
controIIed the life of every citizen. It is of course dangerous 
to draw inferences from individual cases, but the decree of 
the proconsul in Nero's day which has been preserved,l 
and dating a generation earlier than Pliny's commission to 
Bithynia, shows either a very different kind of manor a far 
more reasonable system. This officer expresses it as his 
principle to adhere to the decisions made by his predecessor, 
but when old documents bearing on the question and pro
perly attested are produced, he settles (in the first person) a 
very knotty point, and reserves an exceptional privilege for 
the Christians by reversing the previous decree. -

We cannot imagine Pliny doing such a thing. On every 
question, however trivial, he sends for Trajan's decision, and 
in no case does the emp·eror, though at times a little impatient, 
ever direct him to depend generaIIy upon his own judgment. 2 

And if the proconsuls and legates made themselves, or were 
made, mere ciphers by this centralisation, there are already 
occasional signs of what becomes so painfully prominent 
in later days-the transformation of provincial honours 
into provincial burdens. Pliny proposes to make wealthy 
men take up public loans in order that he may secure in
terest on the provincial funds, as there was some difficulty 
in investing them profitably. When the state cannot find men 
ready to invest for the security it 9ffers, or when it insists upon 
higher than the current interest, we may be sure that there is 
something radicaIIy unsound in the economic situation. 

1 Cf. Hicks, Man. oj Inscrips. p. 355. 
2 It is perhaps to be urged in defence of this, that Pliny was not a 

regular governor, with officially-defined powers, such as a proconsul, 
but a special commissioner sent to act for the emperor in a special 
inquiry. 
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Perhaps the wonder is that things lasted so well and that 
the crisis did not come for so many generations. Long 
before the days of Pliny thoughtful men had seen that the 
imperial system, destructive to local polities, had silenced 
the voice of eloquence and changed the historian and the 
poet into the chronicler and panegyrist of imperial splendour. 
There is no more striking passage in the striking tract on Ike 
SulJlime, which I have already noticed, than the passage 
in which he disc;usses the alleged .effects of this organised 
submission to Rome, this just 'slavery, as he very properly 
calls it. The decadence of Greek literature was openly 
assigned by many to the embrace of this political boa
constrictor. Here is what Longinus says (§ 46): 

'One thing however remains, which, my dear and valued 
friend, because of your desire for learning, I shall not 
hesitate to add av.d explain clearly. It is that difficulty 
which one of the philosophers very recently propounded. 
"I wonder," said he, "as doubtless do many others, how 
it is that in our age there is plenty of rhetorical power 
and forensic ability, pungency and readiness, fluency and 
charm of style, but none now, or almost none, of the true 
Sublime, the really majestic order of genius. Such a 
dearth is there over all the world of oratory proper! Can 
it be," said he, "that we are to believe the common murmur, 
that democracy is the fostering nurse of genius, with which, 
almost exclusively, the race of orators flourished and with 
whkh i,tdied away? For the province, they say, of free
dom is to encourage the thoughts of the lofty-minded and 
to cheer them on, to promote the eagerness of emulous 
rivalry and the generous ambition to excel. Moreover by 
the prizes proposed under free constitutions the intellectual 
advantages of the orators are exercised and sharpened time 
after time; they have as it were their edges whetted; they 

t, 
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shine forth, as might be expected, free with the freedom 
whose cause they serve. 'But we of the present day," said 
he, .. seem to learn from childhood the discipline of a 
moderate slavery, having been from our tenderest years 
well-nigh swathed in its manners and customs, never tasting 
oratory's noblest and purest fouQ.tain, viz. liberty, for which 
reason we turn out nothing but magnificellt flatterers." For 
this cause h~ held that any other· profession was tenable 
even by the menial class; but that a slave 'could never be 
an orator; for, on the first effort, a long familiarity _ with 
enforced reticence and dungeon-cells and continual thrash
ings bubbles up and leaves the orator tongue-tied, even as 
Homer says,-

c: The half of valour goes when slavery comes. "1 

' .. Precisely then," saith he, .. if the thing may be credited, 
as the boxes, in which the so-called Pygmies or dwarfs 
are brought up, not only hinder the growth of the prisoners, 
but even by the bands surrounding their bodies contract 
their original -dimensions; so might one represent all 
slavery, be it ever so moderate, as an encasing of the soul 
and neither more nor less than a general prison."2 

'I however, taking him up, said: It is easy, my good 
friend, and quite natural for every generation to _ find fault 
with its own position; but may it not be that while the 
development of fine genius is indeed hindered by the peace-
able state of the world, it is far more so by this boundless' 
war that moves our lusts at its will, and further by these 
inflictions which hold this .our age at their mercy, harry
ing and spoiling it without, restraint? For the love of 

1 Odyssey, xvii, 322. 
t See the comment upon this passage in Gibbon, Dedi," ami Fall, 

ii.- 195, ed. Mihnan. (Tr.) 
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gain for which we are all now-a-days morbidly insatiable, 
and the love of pleasure, bring us into bondage, or 
rather, so to phrase it, cause a foundering of our lives, in 
which all hands are lost Devotion to money is a degrading 
infirmity, devotion to pleasure a most degraded one. I 
cannot imagine, after the extravagant honouring, or, more 
truly, deifying of vast wealth, how it is possible when its at
tendant evils invade our souls, to deny them entrance. For, 
hard upon enormous and excessive wealth, and, so to speak, 
keeping step with it,-follows lavish expenditure, and when 
the one throws open the gateways of cities and mansions, 
into which the former enters, there also the other makes its 
home. Then, having established their footing in men's lives, 
both build themselves nests, as philosophers tell us, and 
soon falling to procreation, they engender haughtiness and 
pride and luxury, not falsely fathered upon them, but their 
very and legitimate offspring. But if one also suffers these 
descendants of wealth to attain maturity, speedily do they 
breed in the souls they occupy tyrants inexorable, insolence 
and licence and shamelessness. For such results must 

_ needs follow, and no more can men gaze upward, no more 
can reputation be of account, but the ruin of such a life 
must step by step be gathering to its close, while all 
nobility and grandeur of soul must decline and wither 
and waste away, whenever men unduly exalt the 
perishable and sensual parts of their nature, and fail to 
cherish those which are immortal. For a man cannot, 
when he has taken a bribe for his decision,-he cannot, I 
say, be an impartial and upright judge in the cause of right 
and honour. One so corrupted can see no honour or right 
but in what advantages himself. But where we all give over 
our lives, now without intermission, to the control of bribery 
and lecacy-hunting and seeking for dead men's places, while 
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we sell for gain, no matter whence, our very souls being 
enslaved without exception by the love of money, do 
we still, I ask, expect to find, amid all this pestilential 
corruption of life, judges of the sublime or the immortal, 
free and uncorrupted, uninfluenced in their votes by the 
passion for gain? But perhaps in such a state of society, 
and that state is our's, subjection is better than freedom; 
since otherwise the covetous feelings of men, discharged in 
a mass upon their neighbours, like beasts let loose from a 
den, might even set the whole world on fire with the miseries 
that would follow. In short, the present standard of 'mind 

. and talent, I observed, was largely due to that indifference 
in which we all, with few exceptions, pass our lives, never 
labouring, never learning, except with the single view to 
applause or pleasure, but doing nothing for the just ambi
tion and the merited renown of general usefulness.'l 

There is nothing more difficult than to determine priority 
in the case of those reciprocal causes and effects which act 
upon large societies. No doubt the loss of political liberty 
draws with it many grave consequences to national character, 
but on the other hand political liberty will not be lost so 
long as the holders of ~t m~intain their dignity and practise 
self-sacrifice for the public weal. All the vices which invade 
decaying states are inter-<x>nnected, and none of them pro
duces its fellow without being reproduced in its turn. It is 
more than probable therefore that both our author and the 
philosophers whom he criticises were right, and that a com
plication of disorders had already begun to affect the Roman 
empire. 

If these thinkers had gone back to Plato they might 
have found another consideration, which, if it had not 

1 I cite from Mr. Stebbing's translation (London I8~). 
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brought. them consolation, would . have vindicated partly 
at least the dec;ay which they deplored. By them, as by 
modern political theorists, the life of states is presumed 
to be permanent, never to pass away unless some active 
c~use from without disturbs the equilibrium of things and 
produces a convulsion or a stagnation in the political cosmos. 
To them the Roman Empire was everlasting, as to us the 
permanence of our respective modern s.tates is a sort of 
axiom which no one seems to' question. But to the older 
political philosophers among the Greeks, to Plato, to Aris
totle, who had collected 250 different constitutions, the 
survey of this crowd of smaller polities, passing in and out 
of the atmosphere like meteors, suggested that even the 
larger and remoter bodies were not destined to be perman
ent, and each philosopher had accordingly set down in the 
natural history, even of an ideal constitution, those inherent 
causes which lead to the old age and the decay of the body 
politic, apart from all accidents or attacks from without. 
We can now see that such causes were at work even in the 
early Roman Empire; and no- enumeration of defects or 
vices, no exhortations to reform, could possibly have averted 
the destiny of the ancient world. 

It is probable tnat the same considerations apply to 
literature. Not all the education, all the analysis, all 
the criticism in the world can preserve or even prolong 
a golden age of letters which has arisen almost suddenly, 
spontaneously, the reflex of other greatness, the fruit 
of some marvellous summer, whose colour and flavour 
has a richness which no . cultivation can reproduce. 
Such splendid ,seasons do not recur except at long' 
and uncertain intervals. One of them was come and 
gone for Greek literature. Yet never were Greek letters 
more far.oured and flattered than under the Flavian and 
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Antonine emperors. Never was the world more happy and 
·prospero\ls. Never were the conditions of society in the 
old world more humane and civilised. But in letters this age 
only produced a Renascence, the bloom of sophistical prose, 
which dazzled indeed its contemporaries, but laid no hold 
upon the world. What was paraded as . gold we now recog
nise as pinchbeck and tinsel. This is the period reserved, if 
my years fail me .not, for another volume. 
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THE INSCRIPTION OF ACRlEPHIlE CONTAINING NERO'S 

SPEECH-

A~TOKpaTWp Kaiuap AEYE&' CC T~§ d's pE ~vol-
, , f3' ,r..] './, () ()'\ , , as Tfi Ka& £VUE E&as al.J" E&racT a& EII.WV T?jV Ellye-

vWTaT?jv'EAMlla, KEAruw, 7rAEWTOllS Ka(}'. o[ a]o[v] 
~vlleXeTa& ~K TU:I1T7JS rijs ~7rapxdas 7rapf:va& 
ls K6pw(}ov rii 7rpO TEO"O"apwv KaNtvllwv IlE
KEp{3plwv •.. 

~lJVEA(}6vTWV TWV 0XAWV ~V ~KKA7JO"l'l- 7rpocrE.pw.. 
V7JO"EV Ttl &OyEy pappeva' 

,,' A7rpoO"Il6K7JToV ~PEf:V, o.vllpEs ~EAA7JVES, owpEav, 
d Ka~ p1Jll& 7raptl Tij§ ~p~§ peyaAo.ppOO"'6V7J§ 
dva7r&O"TOV, xaplCopa", TocraUT?jV oU7Jv O~K ~XWPr1-
O"aTE alTEiu(}a&., IIavTE§ ol ~v 'Axatav Ka~ T~V lw§ 
vuv IIEA07r6vV7J0"0v KaTO&KOUVTE§ ~EAA7JVE§ 
M{3eT( E) ~AElJ(}Eplav dvw.poplav ~v 0~1l' ~v Tois Eth-u-

, e'" ,,, 
XWTaTO&S lIPWV 7raVTES XPOVO&S EO"XETE, 
~'ytlp dAAOTptO&§ ~ dAA~AO&S ~llollAruO"aTE. 
E[(}E p~v O~V dKpaCoUU7JS Tijs 'EAMllos 7rapE&X&
P7JV TaUT?jV ~V IlwPEtlV iva pOll 7r MtovES d7rD-
Nt[ u]wO"& Tijs Xo.P&TOS, Il&o Ka~ pep.popa& TOV alwva 
7rpolla7rav~O"aVTo. p.oll TO peYE(}OS Tijs Xo.P&TOS. 
Ka~ VUV Il~ O~ Ilt EAEOV ~p.a.s dAAa. Ilt wvo&av ~EP-. . 



APPENDlX A 

')'ETW, dJUl{3oJLat 8~ TOVS (hovs fJJLWV GV Ka2 8ta 
')'~s Kat 8t.l OaN1.TT1]S atEt JLOV 7rpOVOOJL~VfA!V 7rE-
7rElpap.at OTt .JLOt T"1AtKawa riJEP,),ETEW 7rap~ITXOV, 
IT6AEtS JL~V ')'ap Ka2 c'lAA.ot ~AEVOEpWITav ~')'EJL6vES, 
[NEpWV 8~ OA"1V ~v] l7rapxElav," 

'0 dPXtEPEVS TWV };E{3a1TTWV 8ta {3lov Kal NEPWVOS 
KAav8l0V KallTapos };43a1TTOV 'E7raJUw~v8as 
'E7raJLEtv~v&v _ El7rEV' 7rP0{3E{30VAEVJLEVOV ~av-
Tip Elvat 7rPOS TE ~V {30VA~V Kal T~V ~JLOV' 
hn8~ i\ TOV 7raVT~S K6ITJLOV KVPWS NEPWV alrr~ 
Kpa.TWP p.E')'tlTTOS, ~JLapXtK~S l~oVITlas T~ Tpls 
Kal 8EKaTOV d7ro8E8Et,),JLEVOS, 7ra~p 7raTpt8os, 
VEOS ·HAtOS l7rtN1.JLfas TOtS ·EAA"1ITW, 7rpOEtPEJLE
VOS riJEP')'ETEW ~V 'EAN1.8a, dJLEt{30JLEVOS 8~ 
Kal Efu-E{3WV TOV§ OEOVS ~JLWV 7raptITTaVOp.EVOVS 
atrrip 7ra.VTOTE l7rl 7rpovol'f KallTWT1]p{'f, ~V d7r~ 
7raVT~S TOV alwvos a1l0t')'E~ Ka2 alrr6xOova lAEv
OEplav 7rp6TEPOV dcf>atpEOEKraV TWV 'EAA~VWV Els 

\ 01 ....,' '''' , , , Kat JLOVOS TWV· a7r atWVOS aVTOKpaTWp JU,),WTOS 
cf>tAEAA."1V ,),EV6JLEVOS [N~pwv] ZEVS 'EAEVOEptOS l8w
KEV, lxapluaTO, d7rOKaT~ITEV Els T~V dPXat6-
T1]Ta ~S alrrovoJLlas Ka2 lAEVOEplas 7rPOITOE2S 
Tj JLE,),aA'Q Kal d7rp0lT8oK~TIjl 8WPE~ Kal dVEtlTcf>o
plav, ~V 01l8ds TWV 7rPDTEPOV };E{3a1TTWV i\AOTEA~ 
l8wKEV' 8t &. ~ 7raVTa 8E80')'p.EvOV Etvat TO'S TE c'lp
XOVITt Kal ITVVE8pots Kal Tip 8~JLIjl KaOtEpWuat JL~V Ka
Ta T~ 7rap~v T~V 7rP~S Tip ,:1tt Tip };~Pt {3wp.Ov, l"Irt.-

',/.. A t 'E \ 0 '[N' ]' 'A - ,. \ I ,),pa'1'OTas' L,u AEV Eptljl EpWVt EtS atwva, Kat aAaYJLa-
Ta lv Tip vciIjl TOV 'A7r6AA.wVOS TOV ITTwtov ITVvKaOEt.-
~ , • [. .] '0· [N' , ] A , opVOVTas TO'S "1JL'" 7raTp'O'S EO'S EpWVO<; TE L,UOS 
'EMVOEPlov Kal OEo.S };E{3~S [MElTlTaAlv"1S 1], iva 
TOVTWV OVTWS TEAElTOEVTWV Kal ~ ~JUTEpa 7r&A'S 
cf>o.tv~a, 7rauav TEtJL~V Kal Efu-l{3Etav lK7rE7r A"1PW-
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~ , , ~ , "'<' n " [N' oJ KlJta "tS TOV TOV ICVP'OV ~EtJacrrOV EpWVOS... I I 

"Tva& 8~ b a.va:ypacf>V T~ #/cf>"''1J.a 'lrapa. TE T4i ,1.&t T4i ~111-
rilP' ~v Tj a.yop~ EV OT~AlI lCa2 EV T4i lEp4i TOV 'A'lrOAAIII
vas TOV ITTWtoV. 

APPENDIX B 

AUGUSTUS'S LETTER TO THE CNIDIANS (p. 357) 

AtrrolCpo:rwp Kaw-ap (JEOV v!~s ~,,{3CWT~S a.PX'EPWS 
ll'lraTOS T~ 8w8EICaTov a.'lr08E8E'yP.~vos 
lCa2 8-rJp.apx ',qs I.govrrtas T~ <lICTw'lCa&UlCaTOV 
Kv,8(wv ilpxovrr, {3ovMj, ~p.W& xatpEw. 01 'lrPfifT'" 
-{3E'S vp.wv ,1.,ovvrrros ilICa2 ,1.&ovvrr,os il TOV ,1.&0vv-
-<Ttov EvrtvXOV EV ·PWP.1]' P.O' lCa2 T~ #/cf>'rrp.a a.'lr08&VTES 
IC(1.TTJyop1]rrav EtJ{3oVAov P.& TOV 'Avagav8pt8a TE(JVe
-WTOS ~81], Tpvcf>~pas 8~ rils yvva,lCos awoii 'lrapovCTTJS 
'lrEp2 TOV (JavaTov TOV EtJ{3oVAov TOV Xpvrrt'lr'lrov' EYc1 
8~ I.gETacra, 'lrpOOTQ.gaS raAAwI 'Arrwtw& TW& I.p.w, cf>tAw' 
TWV OllCETWV TO~S bcf>Ep0p.~vovs rill alTta 8&a {3a- -
rravwv, :yvwv cI>,AEi:VOV T~V Xpvrrt'lr'lrov TpEi:S v~ 
-ICTas crvVEXWS E'lrEA1]Av(JoTa riI' ollCla riI' EtJ{3ov-
-Aov lCa2 Tp1Jcf>~pas PE(J' ll{3PEWS lCa~ TPO'lrW& Tw2 'lrOA-
-I.0PlCtaS, rill TplTTJ& 8~ crvvE'Ir'I]'yp.~vov lCa2 T~lV a.8EA-
cf>~v ElJ{3ovAoV, TO~S 8~ rils ollCtas 8Ecr'lrOTas EtJ{3ov
-MV lCa~ Tpvcf>~pav, WS OlJT£ XP1]p.aTtCoVTES 'lrP~S 
T~~ cI>aAErvoV 01JT£ a.VT'cf>parrop.EVO& TarS 'lrpocr-
{3oAa'is &.crcf>aAElas I.v rill ~aUTWV ollCtal TVXE'iV ~8vvav-

, e , , , '5 ,. 
TO, 'lrpOOTETaXOTas EVI TWV O,ICETWV OVIC a'lrOICTEI-

'[ f1 1/ Il " ,.. , ,~, , (J " val, W S • Jrrws av T&S V'Ir 0Py1]S .OVIC ao,lCov.'lrP01JX 1]1, all." 
-Aa a.VEi:pgai CfVCWICE8arraVTa Ta ICO'lrpia atrrwv, T~V 
8~ ollC~v ~V TOi'S lCaTaXEop.~vO's ErTE ~ICOVTa 
,,~ "", "[] EITE aICOVTa, aUTOS yap EVEP.EWEV apvovp.EVO S , 

'.l. ~ " ['] E"n' , - ~ , a't'EWa& TTJV yacrrpav lCa, VtJOVI\OV V'lrO'lrErrEW, otlCalO 
2D 

40 1 
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• 0' [~'] ~ '.I.~ ~ , .I.~"" '[ , TEPOV o.v (TW EVTo. TOU 0. OEII.'t"'U ·'/Tnrov't'o. oE uJJ.Ew Kala U 

T ]as TaS d.Vo.Kptuns. ~Oavp.a'ov 8' /J.v, '/TWS E1s TWOV 
.~ , " ~ '" ' ~ ~" • .1.[ '] EoElUaV TTJV '/Tap up.ElV E6"ETaCTlav TWV OOVII.WV 01 't' Ell-

, ~,' " .I.'~ ,~, I'f" ] ')'OVTES TTJV OlK1JV, EI p.1J P.Ol u't'0opa E006"L aTE 
\_-' , "", , [p ] xal\e1l"Ol ')'E')'OVEvai Kal '/TpOS TO. EvaVTla P.1CTO'/TOV1J 01, 

p.~ KaTa TWV agtwv '/Tav ~TIOVV '/TaOEW br' d.A..\o[Tptav] 
", O'"f3 '{3' '" '[0'] 'olKIav VVKTWP P.E V pEWS Kal laS TPIS E7rE"1J1I. V 0-

'" "t,. It ~ ',1,."\ [ , ] TWV, Kal TTJV KOW1JV a7raVTWI! VP.WV aCT't'all.EI av avail-
POOVTWV d.')'avaKToVVTES, d.A.ll KaTa TWV Ka~ [OTE ~-] 

, , , , ~ , ~" ~'[ ] P.VVOVTO "1TVX1JKOTWV, 1JOIK1JKOTWV oE OVoE V • 
, \ \' "" '0.... t\,. .... ,..,.... [' '] 

0.11.11.0. VVV op WS P.Ol OOKEITE 7ron/uai TTJI EP.1JI 7r Epl TOV-
, I '" .... ~['] TWV ,),VWP.1JI 7rpoV01JuaVTES Kal TO. EV TOIS v"p. OUIOIS 

-bP.Wv ~p.o.\o'lEi.V ,),pap.p.aTa. ~ppWUOE. 

APPENDJX c. (Ce. p. 379) 

(MELEAGER ON SPRING) 

XEtp.aTos ~vEp.6EVTOS d..,r a10Epos OlX0P.EVOIO, 

'/T0P</>VPE1J p.Et81JUE </>EpavOEos E'W.POS WP1J' 
rata 8~ KvaVE1J X .\oEP~V ~CTTEfaTo 7rot1JV, 
Ko.~ </>uTa 01JA.~UaVTa VEOIS IK6p.1JuE '/TE~A.OIS. 
m 8' &7raA.~v 7rtVOVTES &'EgI</>VTOV 8p6uov 'Hovs 

A.np.wvES ,),EMwuw, &'VOI')'OP.EVOW p680lo. 
Xatpn Ka~ ITVP''1'1' VOP.EVS Iv lJPECTCTI A.I')'atvwv, 
Ko.l '/TOA.W£S Ipl</>olS 17r'TEp7rETai 0.17r6.\os a1'lwv, 
"H~ 8~ 7rA.~OVCTW W ElJpEa Kvp.aTa vaVrai 
'/TvolV &.7r1Jp.&VT~ ZE</>VPOV Alva KoA.7r~aVTos. 
"H~ 8' EMCOVUI </>EpECTTacf>VA.~ tJ.wvlxr~, 
i1VOE;; {3OTpv6EVTOS ~pEfap.EVoi Tpt xa KICTCTOV. 
"Ep')'a 8~ TExv~EvTa {301J')'EVEEITCTI p.EA.tuCTaiS 
Klitll p,EA.n, Kal CTlp.{3~ 1~JJ.Evai IpyaCovTa, 

< 
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A£VKd 1I"OAV'TP~TO£O vE6p/nJTa KGAAEa K,¥/pOU. 
IIGvT'¥/ 8' &pvlOwv ')'EV~ A£ .. t~cpwvov del8n, 
dAICl!6vES 1I"Epl Kup.a,. XEA£86vES dp.cp2 p.aaOpa.. 
KVKVOS hr' oxOaunv 1I"OTap.ou, Ka2 wr aAITOS d,¥/8wv. 
El 8~ CPV'TWV XalPOlXTl /Cop.a&, Ka2 ')'0.;:0. T~O,¥/AEV, 
crvplCE! 8~ VOP.roi, Ka2 T~p1l"ETa! ~KOp.a. p.~Aa., 
Ka2 VaUTa! 11" AWOllIT&, .t.!~VlJ(TOS 8~ XOPeVE&, 
Ka2 P.~A7TE& 7TETWVG, Ka2 ~8lVOlJ(T£ p.EAwua£, 
11";;),. o~ xp~ Ka2 do£8~v lv Erap' /CaMv dEW-a,; 

403 

Anthology, ix. No. 363. 

APPENDIX D. (CC. p. 381) 

(ON THE DOMESTICATED ELEPHANTS OF ROME) 

Specimens from Philip of Thessalonica's Epigrams 

O~KET& 1I"lIP')'wOE2s ~ cpaAan0p.GxaS br2 ~pw 
i1crXETOS ~pp.atvE£ p.lIp!68olls ~AEcpas. 

dAAd cp6{3'1' lTTelAas {3aO'Uv a~x~va 7TP~S ClI,),o8EITP.OllS, 
aVTllya' 8!CPPOliAKEI KatcT((poS o~pavloll. 

Eyvw 8' Elp~v,¥/s Ka2 O~p XGpw' oP')'ava ptfas 
• ApEos, ~vop.t'¥/s dVTaVG')'E£ 7TaT~pa.. 

. An/hoI. ix. No. 285. 

(ON AGRIPPA'S. MOLE AT PUTEOLI) 

"ECroE' 'EAA~IT7TOVTOV ~ {3GP{3apos acppov£ TOAP.U, 
TO'US 8~ TWOliS Kap.GTOliS 7TGVTas EAliITE Xp&vos' 

dAAd .t.£/(a£GPXE'~ 8£"I7TEtpIJJ(TE OGAaCTITav, 
.Ka2 {3110~V Els XEpITOV ITx~p.a p.ETE7TA~ITaTO· 
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Aaa, /JaOU fTT"IjP&Yp.a., lCaT¥p'{fIKTf rEAwpov. 
XEpCTl r,yaVTEUuS o' ~ wp9(1) ~p. 

HI' &>.: Ikl r>..«&v· &o&vo,w.." o' ~~ va\'1'G&S 
&aTcaros, Els r,Cots ~p.ol..trrfn ~nv. 

AII'''"I. ix. No. 708. 

(RJDlCULE OF PEDANTS) 

rpa.~T&J(ol Mwp.ov UT1!Yiov n«vo., fTljTES C:ICQV9';v. 
T('\X&'VES /Ji/J'\f»v. Z'1vOOOnw u«vAalCES, 

KaUy&GXOII fTTpa.Tu:m." ell' ~ arMV ~lCTQn'fTQVTES. 
o~ 4;>TOV ICEIVOII y'\c:icrouv C:'IrOfTTpE</>crft 

fTVVOEup.t»V '\vyp';v 9rlP>/ropES. ofs T~ II fl'v" .; .. U</>&V .. 
n'4&, lCal, C'I'"W El_ «<-vas EtXE KVICAwf, 

TPI/Jowfl Els a:~4 lCaTGTp"{oVTES C:MTpo& 
&,\,\wI" ~ t ~p4S luI' C:rou/Jmn. 

All''',,/' xi. No. 321. 

(RIDICULE. OF PEDANTS) 

XQ&po&9' 0: rEpl IClxrp.ov C:El ra ,\Q"'JICOns ~I"P"'> 
0& T C:r' 'Apacrnl.pXOII cr1jTEs uav90.l.Oyo&. 

llo&' "1ap ~p.ol {'I'"'v TlvaS 18pa.rEV ~.\JOS oip.ot'S, 
lCal T'vas ~v llp4&lTEi'S, lCal TIS 0 llvypa.Mf»V; 

r&vWuICO~ 0u4 .\(vIC~" lXE' fTTIX0." .; Sf pE.\a.lva 
~Pl'l "iICOI TV~'S llEplICQ.\.\'I'ax01~ 

AII'/lQ1. xi. No. J.u. 

(ON HERAS THE ATHLETE) 

-IuQIS f'E Ml'fTfTlllV, ~IV(, 'f'4t·po"fOsnopa. 
lCal ~pOyv&Ov. ~ -AT.\a.V'f'C& onwrrpov. 
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(}a/L{3E'is, d7l"WTWV El {3po.mos ~ 4>{Kns. 
'AAA rn-(}, /L' 'Hpiiv Aa8&1oja 7rJ./L/Laxov, 
8v "2/Lvpva /(a2 8pvs n~P"IJ.p.ov /(aTmE4>~, 
AEA4>ot. K6pw(}os, "HALs, -Apyos, -AKTLOV· 
AO'7I"~V 8' de(}Awv ~v lpEVV'l]cros /(pJ.TOS, 
/(a~ ~v Al{31X1TTav l~ap'(}/L~crELS K6vw. 

Antlwl xiii. No. 321. 
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ACADEMY, the new, 73 
Achrea, province of, "57 
Achreus, a slave leader, 7 
A~ka, "0 slJ. ; his inscriptions, 21 
AcratllS, Nero's agent, _ 238 
Actium, games at, 253 
Acts of the Apostles, ""7, "34 
JEgean, the, "25 
JElius Gallus, -240 
JEnianes, 296 
JEtna, Mount, "19 
JEtolia, cities founded by kings in, 

203 
Agatharchides, on the Red Sea, 54 ~ 

on mining, iOid. 
Agrippa, M. V., 259 
Agrippa, king, 364, 366 

- . Alcibiades, 346 
Alexander the Great, his prospects 

of a world Empire, I; his new 
idea in colonisation, 108 

Alexander Bala, 40 
Alexander Zebinas, 43 
Alexandria, "00: character of, 243 

slJ· 
Amafinius, C. (Epicurean), 74 
Amitrochates (Vindusara), 20 
Ammonius, scholarch at Athens, 335 
Ammonius, successor to Aristarchus, 

47 
Amphiaraus, a doubtful God, 147 
Amphicrates, sophist, 95 
Analogies, modern, to Greeks and 

Romans, 134 
Anchorite, 370 

Anoekism, of the Chians, 92 
AntluJlogy, the, 129, 374 slJ. 
Antiochus, assumed as a royal title 

by slave leaders, 7 
Antiochus Cyzicenus and Grypus, 43 
Antiochus Eusebes, 39 
Antiochus Sidetes, 40, 43 
Antiquarianism, 321-" 
Antonius, the orator, 84, II7 
Antony, M., his character and style, 

162-3 
Apellicon of Teos, 98 
Apollodorus, Tyrant of 1M Garden, 

71 
Apollodorus of Artemita (historian), 

25 
Apollonius of Tyana, 183, 250, "56, 

266 
Apotheosis, effects of, 390- I 

Appian, 86, 93-4 
Appius, porch of, at Eleusis, 1"3 
Arabs, rise in importance of, 45 
Archelaus, 176 
Archias, the poet, 1"5-6 
Architect, the, in Indian theatres, 

35 ; Greek, 363 
Ariarathes, 230 
Aristion (Athenion), tyrant of Athens, 

94 slJ· 
AristobuJus the Maccabee, 44 
Aristocracy, want of, in Greece, .335 
Aristomenes, tulor to Ptolemy V., 

54 
Aristonicus, his war Wilh Rome, 9, 

77, II7 
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Aristophanes, 329 
Aristotle, 329, 332, 341 
Arsaces. rise of. 22 
Arsacids, 11011 
Arsinoe (the Fayoum district), Pre-

face xi, 1103 
Art, aUeged Indo-Greek, 111 
Art, Pompeian, illS 
Artillery, field, 90 
Arts, the, of Greece, at Rome, 80, 

104 ". 
Asceticism, Pythagorean, I8a "., 

Z8,-8, 385 
Asia, Greek cities in, 1101, 1123, 354 
Asia Minor acquiesces in Roman 

rule, 101; richness of, 1129 
Assimilation, national, a43 
Assizes, the right of, 1131-11 
Associations, religious, z80 
Assyrian colonisation, model for 

Persians, etc. f $100 

Aswan (,te Syene) 
Asylum, right of, 91 
Athenseus, on Alexander BaJa, 40; 

on Antiochus Sideteg, 40; on 
Epicureans, 66 

Athenodorus ravages Delos, III 
Athens, stops SyUa, 93, 98; its 

treatment by Rome, 97; recovers 
Delos, 109; visited by Antonius 
and Crassus, 118; not appreciated 
by Cicero, 1211-3; and Brutus, 
157; naval weakness, 161; Strabo's 
account of, 1911; degradation of, 
1149; S. Paul at Athens, 1169 

Athos, Mount, 1153 
Attalus Ill, 9 
Atticus buys pictures, 1411 
Augustus, 355, 357; his Greek 

policy, 1153; his education, 1154-S; 
and Cnidos, 351 

Aulus Postumius, 70 
Autodidact, despised in Greece, 81 
Aus, coins of king, 119 

BABYLON, 1100 
Bacchae of Euripides (in Parthia), 

33 
Bacchanalia, panic about the, 66 
Bactria, revolt of, and kingdom, 110 I,. 

Baedeker's Gruel, 123 
Baetis, the river. 194, 196 
Balbus conquers Spain, 193 
Balearic islands plagued with rabbits, 

195 
Bandits in Sicily, sU9 
BCH (BulletiN d. ,~da,,(. 

MIII"i,II'), 89, 90, 91, lOll, 107, 
112, 145. 171, J81, Sial, 5122, 
11116, 1134, 1141, 1156, etc., etc. 

Beaudouin, M., in BCH, cited, loa 
Benseler, his law of biatus, 33 I 
Beroea, 1169 
Bisbops, prince, 1125 
Bithynia, Christianity in, 349; Hel-

lenism of, 363 
Bithynians. 363 
Blossius of Cumae, 71, 111 
Boethus of Sidon, 75 
Bogos, king of Morocco, 50 
Bomba, king, 1109 
Borysthenes, the Greeks of, 1173 ". 
Bospborus, the Cimmerian, 8, '1/. 
Brundusium, 1109 
Brutus, and Athens, 157-8; senti

mentality of, 158-9 
Buddba Gaya, remains at, 117 
Buddhism spread by A~oka, al I,. ; 

in Syria, 186 
Bury, Mr. J. B., cited, 1141 and 

Preface 
Byzantium, 355 

~AR, JULIUS, a true Roman, 156; 
a demagogue, 305 

ClI!sarea, 176, 367 
Caligula, 1155, 358, 1160, 3a4 
Callimachus, hi. metric, 375 
Caphereus, 1181 
Capital, distribution of, 1164 
Capitals, Greek, of pillars, copied in 

India, 118 
Cappadocia, 95, "'"9 
Caria, the League of, 9 I 
Cameades, 611 ".; his mission to 

Rome, 68". 
Carthage, fertility of, 4-5 
Carystos, 1165,"1180 
Caaamicciola, suS 
Cassino, Monte, compared to religi

ous foundations in Asia Minor, 225 
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Cassiterides, the, 194 
Cassius. and Bratus, 160; his char

acter. 161-2, 237 
Cassius Dionysius, I!aDsla1or of 

Mago. 5 
Cato the elder. aDd Canhage, 5; 

.... d plulosophcrs, 67. 70; aDd 
Ratilius, 77 

Cato the younger. aDd Dejotarus, 
120; and Bmtas, IS~O; his 
c:baracter. 160 

Celaenz, described, 1t31-a 
Chzremon, 241 
Chandragupta (_ SaDdraoottus) 
Chastity. 345-6; Plutan:h em, 345 
Ownaaqua, 712 
Cheerfulness, duty of, 344-5 
Chersonnesus, towIl of. go 
ChildreD, erposing of, 3'"3; --

meat of infant. 324; education 
of. 3'"4 Sf-

Olios, 355; ID-t:reated by Mithra
dates. 91t ; &domed by Herod, 176 

Olristianity. 328, 345. 349 
Cicero OIl Dejotarus, 6; OIl Sa.-. 

dinia, IS; 0I:l Cameades, 63; em 
art, 139 s,_ ; em Greek philosophy 
at Rome, 68, 70, 74; '" ojfo:iis. 
76.; em literary senants, B2; em 
DcIos,nl; his Hellenism, u3 s,.; 
speaks Greek iD Sicily. 116; his 
C:ODSOla1ions, 124; his Greek 
friends, 135-6; his name em an 
inscription. 145 

Cicero. jlUlior. letter of, III I 

Cicerones, 335 
Ochorius, cited, 255, 3SS 
CIG (t:Dt1'" irueriltW... GrIN

.. rw.), au, 228, .52, 259, 310, 

3SS. etc. 
CIL (aJr1IIS irueriltiot_ !Atilt

........ 1 'ciled, go, ...... us, 
etc. 

Cimbrio: iDvasiOll, c:risis 01 !he, 8 
Cirta. 1t1 9 
Cities, Greek, iD inlier Asia, 38; iD 

Syria ed PalestiDe, 39; 01 the 
Syrian eoast. 4X, 1t01; 1WDes of, 
46; ill Egypt, ..... ; old and new, 
1t28-9 

Citi=rlship, Rlmwt and Greek, con-

trasted by Cicero, 148 ; conditions 
of,-" 

City. contnasted with village, IS, 
19S. 280; with COWltty. 370-1 

CivIl, worship of, 34 
Civil wars, Ro........ their effect em 

Greece, ISS s,. 
Claadius, 1t59; Hellenisra of • • 55 
0-. a bandit-priest, u6 
Oeopatna, aDd Antony, 163; ed 

Herod, 165-7; and OctaviaD, 167; 
a lirIgaist, 243 

Clitomaclms of Carthage, 73 
Cnidus, brawl at, 357 
Cocce, 0e0paIra. 44. 49 
Coins, Bactria.a and Indian, 1t3 s, .. 

30; of AristiOill at Athens, 94 
CoUeckn of art at Rome, 106 
Colonies, Roman, their inftaenoe ill 

later days, .. ; dale of, gi_ by 
ScymJms. 57; !he, of C..aesar. 157 

Colonisation, Hellenic and Pbceni
cian, 197-8 ; Hellenistic ed 
Roman, 1990 110. 

Colonnades. al6, 360 
CoIumeDa, cited 011 Mago. 5 
Comana, 1t"5 
ComedY. Greek, at Rome. 71 
Company. the placing of, 337 
Confiscation, a63 
Conver.;ation, the art or. 338 Sf. 
Cooking. Greek, 335 
Cordoba, 196 
Corinth, a 56; S. Paul a.. a70-a; 

Apaleius on, a97 
CoriDthiaa capitals, fonnd in Media, 

"9; used by Herod, 176 
Cornelia, letters of, 84 
Corporations at DcIos, 110 
Correspondents, war, illS 
Cosmetae, portraits or. 32 7 
CrIISsas the orator, a., I I 7 
Crimea, the kingdom of, 87 Sf. ; its 

products, 88 
Crinagoras (s ... Krinagaras) 
Cri1olIms, philosopher, 69 
Crocodtles, exhibited, 241 
Crooodi1opolis. Prefa.ce" 
Ctesiphon, the Parthian Royal Resi

dence, 38 
Cumse., alo, an 
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Cunningham, General, cited, 27 SfJ. 
Cyclades, exiles on the, 352-3 
Cynics, the, 246 
Cyrenaica, Greek life in, 220; Jews 

at, i6id. 
Cythera, 259 
Cyzicus, 355 

DAMASCUS, Nicolaus of, 176-7 
Damon of Chl'eronea, 151 sfJ. 
Daulis, dispute concerning land at, 

252 • 

Decay of nations, inevitable, 396 
Deities, Asiatic, worshipped under 

Greek names, 226 
Dejotarus, king, an agriculturist, 6 ; 

visited by Romans, 120 
,Delos, discoveries and inscriptions 

at, 107; history'under the Romans, 
109 sfJ· 

Delphi, 107, 252, 321 
Delta, the 243 
Demagogues, extinct, 305 
Demetrius, Soter (of Syria), 39 
Demons, Plutarch's theory of 313 
Demosthenes cited, 87 
Dmtluliates ager, dispute about, 252 
Depopulation, 101-2, 192 
Deputations, modern and ancient 

compared, 72 
Diadochi, their common ambition, 2 
Diaspora, the Jewish, 199, 364 
Di=archia (s •• Puteoli) 
Dignity, human, in Plutarch, 344 
Dinner parties, Plutarch on, 325 sfJ., 

333 sfJ· ; places at, 336 
Diodoms, on Roman luxury, 3; on 

Eunus's state, 7; on mining, 54-5; 
on Alexandria, 164 

Diodotus, first Greek king of Bactria, 
21 

Diogenes, an Epicurean philosopher 
at Antioch, 40 

Diogenes, the Stoic, at Rome, 69 
Diogenes Laertius, cited, 61, 72 
Dionysiac artists, 2 I 3 
Dionysius, Cicero's clerk, 82 
Dionysius of Halicarnassus, 207, 382 

SfJ., 387 
Dionysius Thrax, 84 
Dionysus, guilds of, 33, 96 ., 

Diophanes, translator of Mago, S 
Diophant)lS, Mithradates' general, 

89 
Dion Chrysostom, 223; compared 

with Strabo, 227; on Ni=a, 228 ; 
on genealogies, 229; on Cell'enl'e, 
231-2; on Tarsus, 235-6; on 
Rhodes, 237-8; on Alexandria, 
245 sq. ; on gladiatorial combats, 
271-2; on Borysthenes (Olbia), 
274 sq. ; on Eubrea, 277 sfJ. ; on 
Prusa, 359 sq. ; on poverty, 288, 
370; on a course of reading, 385 

Discipline, its power in war, 89 
Dittenberger, his Syllog. cited, 89 
Divine honours, 305 -
Dogs, 279 
Doric pillars, alleged copies in India 

and in Egypt, 28 
Dlirpfeld, W., on arsenal of Philon, 

99 
Dorylaos, friend of Mithradates, 92 
Drama, Indian, how related to Greek, 

31 sq. ; its peculiarities, 32 ; num
ber of plays, 34 

Dress, Greek, worn by Romans, lIS 
Dublin, Italian art in, 106 
Dyme, revolt at, 100; pirates settled 

at, 153 

EARTHQUAKES In lirst century, 2IS, 
224, 271 

Eastern Hellenism, J8 sq. 
Eclecticism, in philosophy, 63, 183, 

328 
Education, Roman, 82; of Cicero, 

u8-9; cost of, 325; Dion on, 
385 

Egypt refuses Lucullus help, 90; 
religion in, 164 

Egypt, Roman Government of, 242-4 
Elepbants, capture of, SS 
Elton, cited, 194 
Embassies to Rome, 357 sq. 
Empires of the world compared, IS, 

396 
Emporil'e,I93 
Encyclopl'edias, of Diodoms and 

Strabo, J89 
Endurance of Greeks, 132 
England, after peace of 1815, com-
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pared to Rome, 81; poverty in 
compared to Greek, 371 

Epaminondas, 257, 260 
Eplle6it: institutions, 326-7 
Ephesus appeals to Florus for 

pennission to celehrate a feast, 
233-4 

Ephorus, criticised, 210 
Epicureans, unpopu!3r, 41; at Her
'culaneum, 218; expelled from 

Rome, 66'; not politicians, 71; 
Piso and Philodemus, as, 127 sq. ; 
Vatinius, as, 148-9 

Epicurus, lihelled, 72; his school at 
Rome, 64, 74 

Eras, local, of Greek cities, 4~ 
Essenes, sect of the, 185 sq. 
Eubrea, Dion's idyll in, 277-88 
Eucrates, Grreco:lndian king, 23 
Eucratideia, his capital, 23 
Eudoxus the explorer, adventures of, 

48 sq. 
Euemerus of Messene, 64 
Eunus, a slave leader, 7 
Eupatoria, 95 
Euphuists, 376 
Euripides, the poet of society, 329-B5 
Emycies, 259-60 
Euthydemus, king, 24 
Ezekiel, on Tyre, quoted, 47 

FABRICIUS, M., cited, 355 
Factions, the, of the Circus, 247· 
Feasts, Antigoneia, Euergesia, Ptole-

maea, at Delos, loB; at Jerusalem, 
175; in Asia, 232-3 

Fellahs, the Egyptian, 244 
- Fergusson (architect), on the age of 

stone-building in India, 25 
Ferrets, early use of, in Spain, I9S 
Festivals, Greek, 260 . 
FHG (Fragmenta Historicorum 

GrtZCorum', ed. C. Miiller), 177, 
228. 241, etc. 

Fidelity, conjugal, 323 
Figulus, P. Nigidius, 79, IB4 
Financial crisis at Rome, 93 
Flaccus, Cicero's defence of. 133 
Flavian dynasty, the, and Hellenism, 

351 sq. 
Foucart, M., cited, IBI 

Franciscans, the, compared 10 Cynics, 
246 

Freedom of cities, granted, 87; 
under the Romans, 226 ; of Hellas 
declared by Nero, 257 . 

French culture in England, 81 
Fulvius, patron of Ennius, 64 

GADARA, 377 
Gades, ships of, 49; Eudoxus at, 

50; wealth of, 193-4 
Gallus, ..Elius, 340, 357 
Garrison, the Roman, of Egypt, 

241-2 
Gaza, destruction of, 45 ; Stark on, 

46 
GelIius, L., and the schools of Athens, 

149 
Genealogies, in Asiatic cities, not 

real or long, 229 
Gentlemen, deficiences of the Greek, 

847 
Geography, study of in second cent. 

B.C., 48 sq. 
Gessius Florus, 366 
Gladiators, war of the, 10; in 

Greece, 271-2 
Godhead, unity of the, 181 
Gods, strange, at Delos, IIO 
Gospel, the, 367; greatness of the, 

3B9; long ignored, ibid. 
Government, centra1isation in, 391 
Gracchus, c., his speeches, 84 
Gracchus, Ti., 77 ; and Blossius, II7 
Gravitas, the Roman, 70 
Greece, decadence of, described by 

Dion, 249 sq. 
Greek character, Cicero on, 133-4 
Greek citizenship, 148; prose 

148 ; its colonising powers, 197; 
against Jews, 364 sq. 

Guide books, old Greek, S3 sq. 

HADRIAN, 248, 369 
Hair, dyeing of, by Herod, 165 
Hamilcar, 197 
Hardy, Mr., ed. of Pliny's corre

spondence, cited, 231, 355, 363 
Harpocras, the case of, 244 
Hecate, temple of, at Stratoniceia, 

91, 225 
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Heius. of Messina. 14 
lIeliopolis, the proposed city of 

Arsitonicus, 9 
Hellenic life in the Crimea, 36 
Hellenism. its despair under Rome. 

II; its form that of cities. 14; 
Roman, 16. 46; Maccabean. 43 ; 
reaction against. 16. 156; senti
mental. 15 sq.; of Herod. 174 sq. ; 
at Naples. Pompeii. etc., 212; 
of emperors. 254 sq.; Syrian, 378 

Hellenomemphites. 202 
Heraclea founds Chersonnesus, 89 
Herculaneum, the papyri of. 129, 

218 
Hermallzena, cited, 4 sq. 
Herod the Great and Cleopatra, 
. 165-6; character of, 171 sq. ; his 

Memoirs, 172; and Eurycles,259 
Hertzberg, Gesclzicllt, Grieclzenland's, 

cited, 252, 262, 272, 289, 296. 
347 

Hiatus, the law of, as a test of gen
uineness, 331 

Hicks, E. L., his Manual of in· 
scrips .• cited, 91. 391 

Hieroglyphics. 241 
History as conceived by Dionysius 

Halicarn .• 383 
Holiness the source of wisdom, 183 
Holleaux. M., in BCH.. on Nero. 

256 
Hollows of Eubrea. 277-8 
Homer. at Olbia. 275; in Plutarch, 

341; in Dion, 385 
Honesty, commercial, of Rhodians, 

237 
Horse races at Alexandria, 247-8 
Hospitality, rustic. 286; Dion on. 

385 
House architecture at Pompeii, 

215-6; at Delos, 217 
Hungary, climate of. 88 
Hunter'S life. Eubrean, 277 sq. 
Hydra, modern analogy to Gades. 

194 • 
Hypata.296 
Hyrcanian Plain. the, 200 
Hyrcanus, the Maccabee, 43-4. 

IALYSOS. tre, of Protogenes. 236 

Ice, battie on the, 88 
Ideals. philosophic, in first century. 

183 
Ilium sacked by Fimbria. 99. 1228 
Images honoured by Herod, 177 
Improvements, architectural. un· 

popular. 360-2 
Indian trade, 230 
Innkeepers, Italian. 309 
InScriptions. cited on Diophantus. 

89; on Delos. 107 sq.; Grreco
Latin. 213; cited 'on M. Titius. 
by Jews of Cyrenaica. 220; funeral. 
220-2; cited on Tiberius. 224 
(see BCH. MDI. CIG. CIL). 

Invitations. long. 333 
Ionia. antiquities of. in Pausanias • 

228 
Ionic capitals. to be found in India. 

28 
Iris. temple of, at Pompeii. 216 
Irish epitaph cited. 222 
Ischia. 215 
Iskanderovnah (Scanderoon). 200 
Islands. the iEgean. 262. 352-3 
Isthmia, games of, 67 B. c .• 256 
Italians, massacre of. in Asia, 92 
Italy, theological advantages of. 

383-4 

JASON (tyrant). 304 
Jerusalem adorned by Herod. 175 

sq. ; Philo on. 364-5 
Jews, influence in Egypt. 47; in 

Greece, 268. 321, 349; ignorance 
concerning. in Plutarch. 321; 
oppose Hellenism. 16, 42. 358 
sq., 564 sq.; and their diaspora. 
199 

Jobbing in Greek cities. 363 
Jokes. Plutarch on, 342 
Josephus. on discontent of Greek 

cities under the Parthians. 38; on 
policy of the Maccabees. 42; on 
Hyrcanus. 45; on Antony. 163 ; 
on Herod, 171 sq. ; on the Essenes. 
185; on free Greek cities in Syria. 
202; on Eurycles. 259 ; autobio
graphy. 365 

]uba. 219 
]ugurtha, 7, 219 
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Juvenal on Egyptian cruelty, 248 

KAIBEL, on Philodemus, 129, 375-6 
Kennesse, the modem, analogous to, 

Greek janegyris, 231 
Kertch, Museum of, 87 
Kings in the Crimea, 273; titular, 

in free Greek cities, 89 
Kissipg out of fashion, 285 
,Ko,pa., various, in Greece, 102, 253-4 
Krinagoras, 157, 255, 355, 379 
Kurds, the, 229 ' 

LABERIUS, on Cicero, II3 
Labienus, ravages Caria, 226 
Lagina, inscription of" 91 
Land question in EubClla, 282, 
Lassen, Indiscke Altertkumskunde, 

cited, 19; on evidence of coins, 
24; on the Indian drama, 3r, 
36 

Latifundia in Greece, 251 
Latinisms in Greek decrees of the 

Senate, 147 
Laudations of private people in in

scriptions, 112, 261; their mean
ing, 263 

Lecky, W_ H_ cited, 303 
Lectures, Greek, at Rome, 70; 

proper conduct at, 330-li 333 
Letronne cited, 240 
Letter of Augustus, 357-8 
Leucon, tyrant in the Crimea, 87 
Levity, Greek, 132 sf/_, 364 
Liberty of Greeks, 257, 265 ; varia

tions in the terms of, in Asiatic 
cities, 354-5 

Libraries, 325 
Liguria, struggle of Rome with, 201, 

205 
Lions at Megara, 158 
Litigations, land, in Greece, 252 
Livy, cited, 65, 296 
Longinus, 385, 392 sf/_ 
Loquacity, Plutarch on, 340 sf/
Love, Plutarch on, 346 
Lovers, in society, 337, 342 
Lucian, 332, 381 
Lucilius (poet), 73, 82, 83 
Lucius of Patrie, 295 sf/
Lucretius, his poem, 78 

LucuUus raises a fieet, 90 ; protects 
Asia, 93; saves Chleronea, 152-3 

Luxury, Plutarch on, 335 
Lycia, league of, 203 
Lysias, his style, 332 
Lysimachus founds a city in lEtolia, 

203 

MACCABEES, rise of the, 41; policy 
of the, 43 

Macchiavelli, cited, 304 
Macedonia, 199; S. Paul in, 267 
Macedonian, a title in Egypt, 165, 

242 
Mago on agriculture, 5 sf/; 
Manius AquiUius, 97 
Manners, Plutarch on, 324 sq.; 

lauded in inscriptions, 221; in 
epitaphs, II2 

Marble, Greek trade in, 251 
Mariamme, 167, 172-4 
Marriages, rich and poor compared" 

288 
Massanassa, named at Delos, 112 
Massilia, Greek centre in the West, 

85; Hellenic not Hellenistic, 193 ; 
opposes Clesar, 202, 205 

Mathematics, Greek, 48 
Matter, on Alexandria, 188 
Mauretania explored, 50 
MDI (Mittkei/ungen des deutscken 

Instituts in Aiken), 94. 98, 233, 
252, 257, 260, 274, 316, etc, 

Medeon amalgamates with Stiris, 
102 

Mediation in philosophy objected to 
by Cicero, ISO 

Megara. kings at, 89 
Megasthenes, his Indica, 19 Sf/., 26 
Melanthius, 340 
Meleager (poet), 373, 377, amI Ap

pendix C 
Memmius and the Epicureans at 

Athens, 123 
Memnon, the statue of, 240 

Memphis, 241 • 
Menander" Indo-Greek king, 23 
Menander, the poet, in Terence's 

versions, 7 I, 249; praised by 
Plutarch, 329 

Messene, 11511 
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Military colonies of Aleundes- and of 
. Romans, IlOO 

Mining in Pontus, 10; in Egypt, 10; 
in Nubia, 54; unproductive, :t6S 

Mitbradates, 86, 90, 92 s" 
Mob, the city, :t63, :t80 
Mommsen, Th., his authority cited, 

60, 82, 146, 192, 212 
Monarch, a magisterial title. 89 
Monarchical rule preferred by Asia-

tics, 101 
Monopoly in papyrus, 24& 
Monotheism, 273 
Morality, Plutarch's, 328, 344 
Miilles-, c., Fragwn./4 HisltWi&wtt. 

Gr'rIXDrII., cited, 177 
Mank, quoted, 48 
Museum, the Aleundrian, and Aris

totle, 188; and Dion, .45-6, and 
ApoUonius, 1150 

Music, Pbilodemus on, 130 
Musonius, 271 
Mylasa, the city, lias 
101 ystagogi = cioerones, 140 
Mytilene, 355-6 

NJEVlus, 83 
Naples, a Greek town, liSt :tlo, 

:t12; Ioluseum of, 1118 
Nasamones, the, 373 
Nupoc"fbe ... 157 
N<I"O spares Rbodian art, 238 ; Hel

lenism of, 1156 ".; speech of, pre
sened, 1156-7, 1171, and Appendis 
A; and isthmus of Corinth, 1171 ; 
court of, 1198; &OUl of, 313 

Nic:aea, :td, 1131, 363 
Nicolaus Damascenus (historian), 

cited on an Indian embassy, 30 ; 
on Herod, 176-7, 228, 377; criti
cised, 3Sa 

Nicomedes of Bithynia. his _ 
to the SeDate, I, 1129 

Nicomedes lll, addressed by Sc:ym-
nus, 57·1, 60 

Nicomedia, llJO, 831, 363 
N icopolis, II 53 
Nigidius Figulus, Pub. (phi1osopher), 

79 
Nortber1I barbarians civilised, by 

Mas&ilia, R04 

• 

Numa, the books of, 64 ", 

OATHS. not repected by Greeks, 133 
Obscurity in "b'Itokgy, 129 
Octa,u. 356 
Octavian pany in the chil war, 226 
~MOUDt, 1196 
Olbia, 1174 
Olympia, treasures of, stolen by 

N<I"O, 1138; Allis of, 1157 
Olympia, games at, 856; trans-

ferred,261 
Ombi,II48 
Onomademus, J04 
Opposition to city impro¥ellle!ll, 

361.11 
Oppression, Roman, gone undes- the 

Empire, 833 
o,si-'Ites despised in Gre«e, 81 
Oracle, the Pythian, 321; decay of, 

329 
OrtltDrt, M, Cicero, 118, 341 
Oratory, Roman school of, 84; 

Longinus on, 39:1 If. 
Oriental religions, their effects 00 

Hellenism, 180 
Oscan art aI Pompeii, .14 
Ostia, 195, all 
Owerbeck on Pompeii, 814-16; On 

use of _ceo, 816; on Puteolao 
relief, :t24 

Ovid copies Pbilodemus, 1:19; exiled, 
a6:l; HUY1i4n, 388 

Oxford, inscriptioo ai, 91 

PALIIlBOTRU (Pataliputra), the 
capilal of Sandracottus, 19; d~ 
acribed, a6 

Paoztius (at Rome), 7S If. 
Paoopolis, festival at, :t03 
PapynlS, the growth of. .42, 843 
Paris, 101., on Delos. 817 
Pariades, king of Tauric Cberson-

-89 
Parthia. molt of, us,. 
Parthiana in-rade Asia Minor. 169· 

70; HeIle!lism of. 170 
Paul. Elislks of, 827; in Greece, 

.66-8 
Pausanias, 8sa 
Peace, the Roman, uS 
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Pergamum, kin"gS of, praised, 57 
Petilius, L., finds Pythagorean books, 

65 
Petrie, Mr. F., his discovery of 

Greek papyri, Preface ix sg. 
Phanias,40 

Philip of Thessalonica (poet), 380-1, 
and Appendix D 

Philippi. 267 
Philo (Judaeus) on Augustus, 171 : 
,on Therapeutre, 184: on Alex
andria, 243: on exile, 353; mis
sion to Caligu1a, 358 sq.: on 
Caligula, 359 sg. 

Philodemus of Gadara, 127 SfJ., 218 
Philosophers expelled by Antiochus 

Sidetes, 40: sent on missions, 68· 
9: household, at' Rome, 100: ac
company Roman generals, 102: 
compared with sophists, 327 

Philosophy, Greek, at Rome, 60 sg. : 
in Latin, II4; ascetic, in first 
century, 178 sq_, 370 -

Philostratus, his Lift of Apollonius 
cited, 29, 266 

'Phocylides, 275 
Phcenician settlements differ from 

Greek, 193: at Athens, etc., 199 
Phcenicians, their seamanship, 198 
Photius, 299 
Picture galleries, 322 
rr.p<'I'Y'7T'ls (Cicerone), 53 
Pirreus dismantled by Sylla, !l8 
Pirates, the, 153 
Piso, Cicero's picture of, 127 
Places at dinner, 336 
Platrea, 297 
Plate, old silver, its value at Rome, 80 
Plato, 332, 338, 386 
Plays, Indian (see Drama) 
Pliny, the elder, cited,S: on Me-

trodorus, 68 , 
Pliny, the younger, cited, 227 
Plotius, L., teaches Latin rhetoric, 

u8 
Plutarch, on king Menander's death 

andpopu!arity,23: onlEm.Paullus, 
68: on the days of Mithradates, 
86: on Marius, 104: on Damon 
Peripoltas, 151-3; on Antony, 
162: on exile, 261-2: on gladia-

tors, 272: on the Jews, 321 ; on 
manners and education, 323 sg. : 
and law of hiaJus, 331 

Poets thanked for praising Delos, I I 2 
Politarchs at Thessalonica, 268 
Polity, 303 
Polybius, the crisis of his time, I, 4: 

his position, 67: on Roman 
luxury, 3: on Roman education, 
81: compared with Dionysius 
Hal., 383 

Pompeii, 214 sg. 
Pompey, settlement of the East by, 

46, 224; character, 143: and the 
pirates, 154-5 

Porus, title of Indian kings, 30 
Posidonius quoted on luxury of 

Syrian cities; 46: on Aristion, 96: 
and Pompey, 103 

Priesthoods, title of nObility, 226 
Probability, doctrine of, in Carne

ades' teaching, 63 
Prose, Latin, created by Cicero, II4 
Provinces, Cicero's picture of the, 

144 
Provincialism derided, 138 
Pstphisma, the Greek, its defects, 

134 
Ptolerruea at Delos, 108 
Ptolemy Lathytus, 44, 54 
Pu6iicani,' oppression of the, 8, 146 
Punctuality at dinner, 336 
Purser, Mr. L. C., quoted, 55, 313 

and Preface 
Puteoli replaces Delos, II2, 2Il sg. 
Pyramids, Strabo on the, 241 
Pyrrho, school of, 62 
Pyrrhus, his successes against Rome, 

I 
Pythagoras, alleged books of, 65: 

new school of, 79, 179 sg.; mythi
cal portrait of, 181 

QUEEN-MOTHERS, their importance 
in Seleucid and Ptolemaic history, 
39,44 ' 

Quintus Cicero, letters to, 136, 138 

RABBITS, plague of, 194-5 
Rabirius at the Alexandrian court 

uS 
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Rajendrala1a Mitra opposes Fergus
son on age of Indian stone build
ing, 25 sq. 

Ravenna, 208 
. Reinach, Th., cited, 98 
Religion in Greek and Phamician 

colonies, 198 
Renaissance, the, and stucco, 216 
Revolutions, Roman, injure Hellen

ism, 85 
Rhetoric, Greek, as opposed to 

Roman, 84 . 
Rhodes, Strabo on, 236 sq.; Dion 

on, 237, 248 
Rhodians, control Delos, 109; con

quered by Cassius, 161 ; poverty 
of, 237-8 

Rhone, the, 201 
Riviera, the, 201 

Roads, Roman, essential to their 
colonies, 201 

Roman governor, rapacity of, 14, 
143 sq. 

Roman gravitas compared to 
English, II 

Rome, and Alexander, I; not edu
cated for undertaking an empire, 
2-4; asserts superiority to Greece, 
131 ; mission of, in the East, 37 ; 
the only capital of the world, 
12; enforces Hellenism, 205; 
Strabo on, 206; policy in Asia 
Minor, 354 

Rubensohn on Crinagoras, 376 
Rudeness, Germanic, 222 

Rufus, Rutilius, 76, 78, 97 
Rules of verse, strict, 375 
Rural life in Greece, Dion on, 276 s!Z., 

370 -2 

SAMARIA, destroyed by Maccabees, 
43 

Samnites occupy Naples, 210 
Sandracottus, his allianee with 

Seleucus, 19 
Sanskrit, the language of the Indian 

drama, 32 
Sardinia, low condition of, IS 
Saviour; expected by the slaves, 9 
Sayee, Prof.,. cited, 200, 313, and 

Preface 
( 

Scaptius, 158 
Scepsis, MSS. of Aristotle at, 99 
Scepticism, failure of,' 180 
Schliemann, Dr., on Novum Ilium, 

228, 36j 
Scholarchs, Athenian, 61; character 

of, in second century, 62 
Schools, philosophic, and their 

policy, 94 
Schtirer, his History of Israel 

quoted,46 
Scipio and Polybius, 67 ; and 

Panretius, 76 
Scipionic circle, 3 
Scymnus of Chios, his geography, 

56,59 
Scythians, 90, 274-5 
Sea, the Red, 54-5 
Sebaste, 176 
Seleucia on the Tigris, 38 
SeleuQus I., his Eastern policy, 18 
Senart (in Journal Asiatiqut (or 

1885) on the inscription of A~oka, 
22 

Senate, the Roman, missions to the, 
from the Maccabees, 43; decree 
on the books of Numa, 66; on 
Stratoniceia, 91; on Oropus, 
145 ; on Narthakion, 146 

Senatus-consulta, 145 sq. 
Senatus-consultum, of Lagina, 91 ; 

about Sparta and Messene, 252 
Sicily, slaves in, 7; the Greeks of, 

according to Cicero, 131-2; 
Phrenicians and Greeks in, 197 ; 
decay of, 218-9 

Silanus, D., translator of Mago, 5 . 
Simon, the Maccabee, 42 
Sinope, 9S 
Slaves, Carthaginian, 6; their /irst 

revolt in Sicily, 7; its Hellenistic 
character, 7; their second revolt, 
7-9; combine with gladiators, 10 

Snake, caught for Ptolemy II, S6 
Snoring o( the Tarsians, 235 
Sophist, the, compared with the 

philosopher, 327 
Spain, Hellenism of, 192 sq.; effect 

of, on the East, 195 
Sparta, games at, ::159 
Spartacus, 10 
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Stark, Professor B., quoted on 
Philistia and Palestine, 41 sq. 

Statues, renaming of, 239-
Stilo, L. lElius, teaches Latin, 84 
Stiris, 102. I52 . 

Stoas," 360 sq. 
Stoics, Roman, 75-6, 85, 159, 160; 

antiquated, 180; affected by the 
East, 187 , 

Strabo, on mining and its hardships, 
10; quotes Megasthenes, 19; on 
king Menander, 23; cites Apol
lodorns, 25; Nicolaus, 30; criti
cises story of Eudoxus, 51; on 
the tyrants of the Crimean Bos
phorus, 87; on Mithradates, 92; 
on Aristotle's books, 99; on the 
Corinthian pottery, 157; general 
estimate of, 189-92; travels, 191 ; 
on Spain, ,192 sq.; Empori ... , 
193; on rabbits, 195; on the 
Celts, 204; on Rome, 206; his 
mission, 206-7; on Asia, 232 sq. ; 
on Comana, 225-6;, on Rhodes, 
236-7; on Egypt, 240 sq.; on 
papyrus and balm of Gilead, 242 

Strategus, military, at Athens, 98 ' 
Stratoniceia, in Carla, 91. 146 
Stucco, use of, 216 

Style, 384, 386; decay of, 392 sq. 
Sublime, Longinus on the, 385 sq. 
Suetonius, on Augustus, 162; on 

Vespasian. 258; on Domitian, 
258-9 

Superstition of Sylla, 103 
Sybaris, 333 
Syene (AswAn) 241 
Sylla turns back the stream of 

history, 13; in Carla, 91; his 
memoirs. 93-4; his associates, 
103 ; sends veterans to Pompeii, 
214 

Symposiarch, the, 337-8 
Syria, its vicissitudes in the second 

century B. C., 39; rich in pro
ducing philosophers, 61; under 
Tigxanes, 90, 168; its Greek 
cities restored, 169 

TABLE-TALK of Plutarch, 338 sq. 
Tacitus, 256, 284 

Tact, ,want of, in great personages, 
343 

Tarentum, 209 
Tarsus, description of, 234 sq. 
Taxila, Hellenistic temple at, 28-9 
Tenos, festival at, 231 
Terence, translates Menander, 83 
Theatres, Indian, 33 
Thebes, Egyptian, revolt ,and de-

struction of, 168 
Thebes, Boootian, deserted, 288 
Theorists on style, 381 
Therapeutae, sect of the, 184 
Thessalonica, 267-8 
Tiberius, the Emperor, restores cities 

in Asia, 224; Hellenism of, 255, 
Tigxanes, 90, 92 ; monarch of Syria, 

168 
Tigranocerta, 92 
Tiro and Cicero, 135 
Topt1.rcks,46 
TorY dreams, realisation of, II 
TOY-Ct1.Tt, the, 35 
Trade, in Greece, 250-1 
Training, bodily, Plutarch on, 325-6 
Trajan, 259, 263, 391 
Treasures of art carried to Rome, 

104 sq. ; in Sicily, 142 
TroglOdytes, in Nubia, 55 
Trophies,' set up by Herod at Jeru-

salem, 175 
Tryphon, a slave leader, 9 
Tubero, a Stoic, 149 
Turcomans, the, 205 
Turdetani, the, 196 
Tyrannicide, why popular, 160 
Tyrannio, heard by Strabo, 206 
Tyrants, in Babylon, etc., 38 ; on 

Syrian coast, 41 ; in the Crimea, 87 
Tyrian companies at Puteoli, 214 

Um!JT(JJ at dinner, 343 
Unhealthiness, hereditary, common, 

32 3 
Unity of the Deity preached by 

Pythagoreans, 181; by Dion, 
239; by Plutarch, 3Il-2 

Universities, 265 
Unknown gods, the, 269 
Unpopularity of philosophers, 374 
Urou toga/(JJ, 203 

2E 
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Utica, 219 

VALERIUS ANTIAS (historian), cited 
by Livy, 65 

Varenus, 306 
Ventidius conquers the Parthians, 

170 
Verres, Cicero against, 139 ",. ; his 

outrages, 141 
Vespasian, cancels Nero's edict, 

1157-8, 355 ; his Hellenism, 258 
Vesuvius, its eruption, .ns 
Vices of Longinus's age, 393-4 
Viereck, on the Greek of the Senate, 
. 147 
Vigo bay, 194 
Villages, IS, 195, 1140 
Violence, Greek, in accusation, 138 
Virtues, domestic, lauded on 

Epitaphs, 2,.2 

Volkmann, on Plutarch, 3[9; criti
cised, 331 

WElL, R., in MDI, 94 
Wilson, Prof. H. H., on the Indian 

drama, 31 $'1. 
Wills, Grreco-Egyptian, Preface x, 

xi 

Windisch, Prof., on the Indian 
drama, 34-6 

Wise man, the Stoic, 183 
Wit in conversation, 3411 
Women, the rights of, 358 
World-empire, the idea of its growth, 

II 

Wrecking, 1181, 284 
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