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PREFACE. 

M ORE than half. a century ago, while a student of the third 

year in the Ecole normale, I had resolved - with the 

ambition characteristic of that age - to devot~ my life to the 
writing of a History of France in eight or ten volumes. On 

becoming a professor I began the work; but as I dug into the 

. old .Gallic soil I came upon Roman foundations, and that I 

might properly understand them I went to Rome. In Rome 

I became aware of the mighty influence that Greece had exer

cised upon Roman civilization; one must go farther back, and 
explore Athens. 

Chroniclers tell us that whenever Godfrey de Bouillon entered 

a church ~plendid with painted glass and beautiful carvings, he 

would stand for hours gazing at the saintly figures and - how
ever urgent his affairs might be -' unmindful of the passage of 

time, while reading the sacred legends and causing the histories 

of the saints to be recounted to him. He looked, he listened, 
and he could not tear himself away. Such was my own case 
in the two cities, each of which in its turn ·was the metropolis 

of genius. I remained so long contemplating all their grandeur 
and all their beauty that the work which was to have been 

a preliminary study became the occupation of a lifetime. The 
two prefaces are two works, - the History of R{)'1/'/£ and the 
ErLStory of lkeece. 



vi PREFACE. 

The latter was first published in 1851; since that time, 

however, many books have been written upon Greece, many 

explorations made in Hellenic soil, numberless inscriptions have 

been found, of which some throw a new light upon points for
merly obscure: it is my· duty to the French Academy, which 

crowned this work in 1861, to seek to render it less unworthy 

of the approbation bestowed upon it. 

Greece has two histories, - that of political and social facts; 

that of ideas and art. I have carefully revised the former, and 

have greatly extended the latter, giving more space to poets, 

philosophers, and artists; and I have quoted largely, in order 

~o show the influence of the great Greek authors in the trans
formations of the Hellenic religion and intellect.! 

1 I oft'er my thanks to MM. Babelon, of the Cabinet de France, and HauBooullier, profeBoor 
in the ~cole de. Hautu Etudu, who kindly aided me in the selection and explanation of coin. 
and engravings. This book is, in a true sense of the word, ilimtriJUd, aa was the Hiltory of 
Rome, by the reproduction of authentic monuments. 
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