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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION

THE sudden and important developments which
have recently been brought about in China have
rendered it advisable to add a chapter to the first
edition of this work, bringing up the record of events
to the present time (June 30).

It is difficult to forecast the course which matters
may take in China in the immediate future, but one
thing is certain. The Foreign Powers having collec-
tively intervened in the affairs of the State are bound
in honour to take under their protection the new
government, under whatever ruler, which will, with
their approval, be set up in place of the present
maladministration. This may mean the occupation
for a time of Peking, and the country between that
capital and the sea, but the Powers having put their
hand to the plough cannot turn back, nor need their
task be one which is impossible of accomplishment.

There is throughout China a large body of men,
strong both unitedly and individually, whose repre-
sentatives might fairly be constituted into a Council _
of State. Such men would not necessarily be of

pronounced pro-foreign views, and all the more
Ix
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therefore would they be welcomed by the immense
mass of the people who hold neither with the Manchu
party nor with the extreme reformers. Such men
fully recognise the backward condition of their
country, and are prepared by the introduction of
moderate reforms to improve the fiscal system of
the Empire, and to raise the position of the people,
while at the same time they would add strength to
the nation by the adoption of modern arms and
appliances. A Council formed on these lines would
save the Empire both from the excesses of the
Empress and her clique, and from the crude vagaries
of K’ang Yuwei and his friends.

RCBERT K. DOUGLAS.
June 30, 1900.




PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION

THE antiquity of China is so great, and the history
of the Empire covers so vast a perio&\ghat it was
plainly impossible to compress the whole subject
within the limits of a single volume of this series, It
was determined, therefore, to limit the record, in the
present instance, to the annals of the Empire from
the time of Marco Polo to the present day, leaving
the earlier higtory of the country to appear later.

As is well known, the Chinese possess histories of
their various dynasties, and they attempt to insure
that these should be truthful records by ruling that
the events of each dynasty should not be described
by contemporary historians but by authors under the
succeeding »gime. It might be supposed that this
system would entail the compilation of biased and
ex parte chronicles. But happily Chinese historians,
like the rest of their countrymen, are so entirely
devoid of patriotism that they have no inducement
to pervert facts, or to trim their sails to the neces-
sities of party feeling, o

Generally truthful as these historians are, however,

their works yet labour under the defect common to
Y
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all Oriental histories of being records of the Court and
camp rather than of the life of the people; and it is
only by reference to miscellaneous works that it is
possible to obtain the side-lights necessary to illus-
trate the true progress of the nation.

Among the authorities I have consulted are the
following :—The native dynastic histories; the Siing
Wu Kij, or the wars of the present dynasty, by Wei
Yuen; various native biographical works ; the Peking
Gazette ; the Parliamentary Blue Books ; the Histories
- of Wells Williams, Boulger, and Macgowan ; “The
Jesuits in China,” by R Jenkins; “ A Narrative of
Events in China,” by Lord Loch; “The Ever Victo-
rious Army,” by Andrew Wilson, &c.

) ROBERT K DOUGLAS.
Fanuary, 1809,
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, 10

Menzés, Don Metello Souza y,
13

Miat?tzﬁ, 157 ; their manners
and customs, 159 ; campaign
against, 159 ; treacherous con-
duct towards, 161, 204.

Ming dynasty, heginnings of,
39 ; cuilture of, 6o

Mingti, Emperor, his dream, 18

Minssionaries, dissensinna  be-
tween, 62, 124 ; difficultics of,
360 ; murder of, at Hwachan,
431

Mangolia, campaign in, 349

Mongels, 24

Mu Wang, reflectioms on his
condnct, g ; his journey to the
West, 10

N

Napier. Lexd, 207 ; arrives At
Canton, 208 ; deuh at Maco,
212

Nestorian Christians, 21; cor
ruption of, 28

Nerchinsk, treaty of, 113

Nien, General, 132 ; feast given
0, 133 ; put 1o death, 134

Niendei rebels, 337
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Ningpo, occupation of, 227

Ningyuan, defence of, 74

Nurhachu, 65; his seven griev-
ances against the Mings, 68
his victory over the Chinese,
70 ; his death, 74.

0.

Opium, trade in, 210, 213
Qsborn, Captain Sherard, 336

P.-

Pa Chung, General, 168 ; com-
mits suicide, 169

Pan Ch'ao, march to Khoten,18

Panshen Lama, death at Peking,
106

Parkes, Sir Harry,238; appointed
consul at Canton, 259 ; taken
prisoner, 294

Pereira, 112

Philippines, the, arrival of Span-
iards, 50 ; massacre of Chris-
tians at, 57

Pingyang, capture of, 436

Portuguese, mission to Peking,
48 ; massacre of, 50 ; aid sent
to Peking, 71

Pottinger, Sir H., minister, 226 ;
concludes treaty of Nanking,
232 ; saile for England, 234

Q

Quene, institution of, 72

R.

Railways, Wusung line, 395 ; its
destruction, 306

Regency, the, 383~

Remusat, 20

Ricei, 51 death of, 52

Rome, See of, 21 ; embassy to
the Chinese Court, 21

Rubruquis, Friar, 27; his de-
scription of the Chinese, 28

Russia, embassy (1604), 100;
defcat of at Albazin, L13;
college at Peking, 2033 con-
cessions to, 444
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S.

Sankolinsin, 279, 293

Schaal, J. A., his arrival in China,
.60 ; his death in prison, 61

Senhouse, Sir F,, 225 [262 -

Seymour, Sir M., takes Canton,

Seymour, Admiral, Expedition
to Tientsin, 461

Shang dynasty, the,

Shennung, Emperor, 4

Shih Hwangti, 14

Shih K’'ofa, champions the Ming
cause, 91 ; his attempted de-
fence of Yangchow, g3

Shun, Emperor, §

Shunchih, Emperor, 95 ; death
of, 101

Siamese fribute, 192

Soochow, Negotiations for sur-
render of, 329 ; capture of, 330

Sung, Minister, 199

Sung dynasty, the, 22

T.

Taku forts, capture of, 271;
defeat before, 277 ; recapture,
284 ; carried by assault, 401

Tiaki, concubine of Chow Sin, 7

Taip'ing, establishment of
dynasty of, 248 ; unsuccessfui
advance on Peking, 250 ; later
successes, 3I5

T'ang dynasty, the, literature of,
21 ; conquesis, 21 ; persecu-
tion of Christians, 22

T'ang, the ¥ complete,” 7

Taokwang, Emperor, his acces-
sion, 201 ; his martial habits,
202 ; his death, 255

Tashilumbo, taken by the
Gurkhas, 169
Terrien de Lacouperie, Pro-

fessor, 2

Texeira, Gonsalvo de, 70

Three kingdoms, the, 19 ’

Tientsin, massacre at, 301;
rioters executed, 365

Tinghai, recapture of, 227

Ting, Admiral, 437 ; ecommils
suicide, 441



