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PREF ACE. 

"1 WISH you would tell me things, and let nie write _ the· 
story of your life," I said in chatting to my father onei 

evening about six weeks before his death. " Perhaps I will, 
some day." he answered. II I believe I could do it better than 
anyone else," I went on, with jesting vanity~ -cI I believe you' 
could." he rejoined. smiling. But to write the story of Mr 
Bradlaugh'8 life with Mr Bradlaugh at hand to give infor~ 
mation is one thing: to write it after his death- is quite 
another. The task· has been exceptionally difficult. inasmuch 
as my father made a point of destroying his correspondence; 
consequently I have very few lette~s to help me. 

This book comes to the public as a record of the-life and . ~ -
work of a much misrepresented and much maligned man, a 
record which I have spared no effort to make absolutely 
accurate. Beyond this it makes no claim. 

For the story of the public life of Mr Bradlaugh from 1880 
to 1891. and for an exposit~on of his teachings and opinions, 
I am fortunate in having the assistance of ~J. M. Robertson. 
We both feel that the book throughout goes more into detail 
and is more controversial than is usual or generally desirable 
with biographies. It has, however. been necessary to enter 
into details. because the most trivial acts of Mr Bradlaugh's 
life have been misrepresented. and:for these misrepresentatio!ls. 
not for his acts, he has been condemned. Controversy we 
have desired to avoid. but it has not been altogether possible. 
In dealing with strictures on Mr Bradlaugh's conduct or 
opinions. it is not sufficient to say that they are without 
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justification; one must show how and where the error lies, 
and where possible, the source of error. Hence the defence 
to an attack, to our regret, often unavoidably asSUDles a 
controversial aspect. 

A drawback resulting from the division of labour in the 
composition of the book is that there are a certain number 
of repetitions. We trust, however, that readers will agree 
with us in thinking that the gain of showing certain details 
in different relations outweighs the fault of a few re-iterations. 

In quoting Mr Bradlaugh's words from the National 
Reformer, I have for the sake of greater' clearness and 
directness altered the editorial plural to the first person 
singular. 

I desire to express here my great ind~btedness to Mrs 
Mary Reed for her help, more especially in searching old 
newspaper files with me at the British Museum. 

HYPATIA BRADLAUGH BoNNER. 

1894. 
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CHARLES BRAD LAUGH. 

-
CHAPTER I. 

PARENTAGB AND CHILDHOOD. 

ALTHOUGH there has 'often been desultory talk among us concern
ing the origin of the Bradlaugh family, there has never peen any 
effort made to trace it out. The name is an uncommon one: as far as 
I am aw"are, ours is the only family that bears it, and when the name 
comes before the public ours is the pride or the shame-lor, 
unfortunately, there are black sheep in every flock. I have heard 
a gentleman (an Irishman) assure Mr Bradlaugh that he was of 
Irish origin, for was not the Irish "lough" close akin to the 
termination "laugh'" Others have said he was of Scotch 
extraction, and others again that he must go to the red-haired 
Dane to look for his forbears. My father would only laugh 
lazily-he took no vivid interest in his particular ancestors of a few 
centuries ago-and reply that he could not go fartper back tha]l 
his grandfather, who came from Suffolk; in his boyhood- he pad 
hesrd that there were some highly respectable relations at Wick
ham Market, in Suffolk. But so little. did the matter trouble 
him that he never verified it, though, if it were true, it would 
rather point to the Danish origin, for parts of Suffolk were 
undoubtedly colonized by the Danes in the ninth century, and a, 
little fact which came to our knowledge a few ye~ ago shows 
that the name Brad]augb is no new one in that province. 

A 
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Kelsall, aud Laxfield, * where. there were Bradlaughll in the 
beginning of thQ 17th century; Wickham Market and Brandeston, 
whence Mr Bradlaugh's grandfather came at the beginning of the 
l~th, and where the~e are Bradlaughs at the present day, are all 
within a narrow radius of a few miles. The name Bradlaugh com
menced to be corrupted into Bradley prior to 1628, as may be seen 
from a stone in Laxfield Church, and has also 'been so corrupted 
by a branch of the family within our own knowledge. Thename 
has also, I know, been spelled "Bradlough." 

James Bradlaugh, who came from Brandeston about the year 
1807, was a gunsmith, and settled for a time in Bride Lane, 
Fleet Street, where his son Charles, his fourth and. last child, 
was born in February 181L He himself died in October of the 
same year, at the early age of thirty-one. 

Charles Bradlaugh (the elder) was in due course apprenticed to & 

law stationer, and consequently this became his nominal profession; 
in reality, he was confidential clerk to a firm of solicitors, Messrs 
Lepard & Co. The apprentice 'was, on the occasion of some great 
trial, lent to Messrs Lepard, and the mutual satisfaction seems to 
have been so great that it was arranged that he should remain 
with them, compensation being paid for the cancelling of his 
indentures. I have beside me at the moment a letter, yellow and 
faded, dated July 30th, 1831, inquiring of "--Batchelour, Esq.," 
concerning the character of .. a young man of the name of 
Bradlaugh," with the answer copied on the back, in which the 
writer begs "leave to state that I have a high opinion of him 
both as regards his moral character and industrious habits, and 
that he is worthy of any confidence you may think proper to place 
fu bim." 

Charles Bradlaugh stayed with these solicitors until liis death 
in 1852, when the firm testified their appreciation of hi~ services 

• A friend studying the Topographt:r and (Jf/Malogiat found the follOwing 
extract in Vol. 11.:-

"HOlme Hundred. 
"Kelsall Church. Brass; no figure. John Parker, gent., who married 

Dorothy Bradlaugh, alias Jacob; diect24 April, 1605, aged 66. 
"Laxfield Church. On a stone which had the figure of a man and two 

women still remains a shield with the arms of Bradlaugh alias Jacob. II 
"A stone in the north wall oC the vestry Cor Nicholas Bradley alias Jacob, 

buried 8th August, 1628." 
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by putting an obituary notice in the Timu, stating that he had 
been II for upwards of twenty yeare the faithful and confidential 
clerk of l!eBBrB Lepard & Co., of 6 Cloak Lane." He married a 
nursemaid named' Elizabeth Trimby, and on Septemb~r 26th, 
1833, was born their first child, who was named Charles after his 
father. He was born in a small house in BacchUil Walk, Hoxton. 
The houses in Bacchus Walk are small four-roomed tenements j 
I am told that they have been altered and improved since 1833, 
but I do not think the improvement can have been great, for the 
little street has a desperate air of squalor and .PQverty j' and when 
I went there the other day, Number 5, where DIy father was born, 
could not beheld to be in any way conspicuous in respect of 
superior cleanliness. But in such a street cleanliness would seem 
to be almost an impossibility •. From Bacchus Wal~ the family 
went to Birdcage Walk, where I have heard there was a large 
garden in which my grandfather assiduously cultivated dahlias, 
for he seems to have been passionately fond of flowers. Soon the 
encroaching tide of population caused their garden to be taken 
for building purposes, and they removed to Elizabeth Street, and 
again finally to 13 Warner Place South, a little house nominally 
of seven rooms, then rented at seven shillings per week. . . 

The family, which ultimately numbered seven, two of whom 
died in early childhood, wae in very straitened circumfitanCel.l, so 
milch so that they were glad to receive presents of clothing from 
a generous cousin at Teddington, to eke out the father's earnings. 
The salary of Charles Bradlaugh, sen., at the time of his death. 
after" upwarda of t\\'e~ty years" of "faithful" service, was two 
guineas a week, with a fe~ shillings additional for any extra work 
he might do. He was an exquisite penman j heconld write the 
II Lord's Prayer" quite clearly and distinctly in the size and form 
of a sixpence; and he was extremely industrious. Very little is 
known of his tastes j he \\'as exceedingly fond of flowers, and 
wherever he was he cultivated his garden. large or small, with 
great care; he wae an eager fisherman, and would often get up at 
three in the morning and walk from. Hackney to Temple Mills 
on the river Lea, with his son running by his side, bait-can in 
hand. He wrote articles upon Fishing, which were reprinted as late 
as a year or two ago in a paper devoted to angling, and also 
contributed a number of small things under the signature 
C. B-h to the LonilIm Mirrot·, but little '!U known about 
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this, as he seems usually to have been very reticent and reserved, 
even in his own family. He had his children baptized-his son 
Charles was baptized on December 8th, 1833-but otherwise he 
seems to have been fairly indifferent on religious matters, and 
never went to church. 

This is about all that is known concerning my grandfather up 
till about the time of his son's conflict with the Rev. J. G. Packer, 
and what. steps he took then will be told in tIle proper place. 
His son Charles always spoke of him with tendetness· and 
affection, as, indeed, he also did of his mother; nevertheless, he 
never seemed able to recall any incident.of greater tendemess on 

. the_ part of his father than that of all~wing him to go with him 
()n his early morning fishing excursions. Mrs Bradlaugh belonged 
undoubtedly to what we regard to:day as "the old school." 
Severe, exacting, and imperious. with her children, she was 
certaInly not a bad mother, but she was by no means a tender 
or indulgent one. The following incident is characteristic of her 
treatment of her children. One Christmas time, when my father 
aDd his sister Elizabeth (his junior by twenty-one months) were 
yet small ch.ildren, visitors were expected, and some loaf sugar 
was bought-an unusual luxury in such poor households in those 
times. The visitors, with whom came a little boy, arrived in due 
course, but when the tea hour was reached, it was discovered that 
nearly nIl the sugar was gone. The two elder children, Charles 
and Elizabeth, were both charged with the theft; they denied it, 
but were disbelieved and forthwith seut to bed. They listened 
for the father's home-coming in the hope of investigation and 
release j there they both lay unheeded in their beds, sobbing aud 
unconsoled, until their grandmother brought them a piece of cake 
and soothed them - with tender words, Then it ultimately 
appeared that it. was the little boy visitor who stole the sugar i 
but the children never forgot the dreadful misery of being un· 
justly punished. The very last time. the brother and sister were 
together, they were recalling and laughing over the agony they 
endured over that stolen sugar. 

At the age of seven the little Charles went to school: first of all 
to the National School, whcre the teacher had striking ideas upon 
the value of corporal punishment, and enforced his instructions 
with the ruler 110 heavily that the scar resulting from a wound so 
inflicted was deemed of sufficient importance some nine orten 
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years Liter \0 be· marked in the enlistment description' when 
'Mr Bradlaugh joined lone army. Leaving the National School, he 
weut fint to a smaIl private sehool, and then to a boys' school kept 
by a M'r Marshall in Coldharbour Street j .all poor schools enough 
as we reckon schools to-day, but the best the neighbourhood and 
his father's means cowd afford. Such as it was, however, his 
achooling came to an end when he was eleven years old. 

I have by me some interesting mementoes of those same school
~Ia--Dame1y, specimena of his .. show" handwriting at the age 
of seven, nine, and ten years. The writing is done on paper orna
mented (save the mark!) by coloured illllStrationa drawn bom the 
Bible. The fint illustrates in wonderful daubs of yellow, crimson, 
aDd blue, passages in the life of Samuel j in the centre is a text 
written in a child's unsteady, unformed script j and at the bottom, 
flanked on either side by yellow ums disgorging yellow and I!C8rleti 
ftames, come the signature and date written in smaller and even 
more DIlBteady letters than the text, .. Charles Bradlaugh, aged 1 
years, Christmas,.18(0." The second specimen is adomed with 
truly awful illustratioD8 concerning cc the death of Ahab," not 
exactly suggestive of that "peace and goodwill" of which .we 
hear so much and sometimes eee so little. The writing shoWl 
an enormous improvement, and is really a beautiful specimen 
of a child's work. The signature, .. Charles Bradlaugh, a.,oed 9 
years, Christmas, 1842," is firmly and clearly written. The 
third piece represents the .. Death of Absalom" (the teacher 
who gave out these things seems to have been of a singularly 
digmal tum of mind), with illustration.!! from 2 Sam. xiv. and 
xviii The writing here has more character j there is more light 
and shade in the up anel down strokes, as well as more freedom. 
As an instance of the humane nature of the teaching, I quote the 
text selected to show oft'the 1Friting: II Then said Joab, I may not 
tarry thoa with thee. And he took three darts in his hand and 
thruEt them through the heart of Absalom while he was yet alive 
in the midst of the oak. And ten young men of Joab's smote 
Absalom and slew him." As a les..~n in sheer wanton cruelty 
this can hardly be exceeded. The signature, .. Charles Bradlaugb, 
aged ten years, Christmas, 1843," which is surrounded by sundry 
pen-and-ink omamenta is, like tbe text, written with a much freer 
hand than that of the otber specimens. 

The boy's amusements-apart from the prime ODe 'of going 
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fishing with his father, which he did when eight years old-con
sisted chie~y in playing at sham fights with steel nibs for soldiers, 
and dramatic performances of "The Miller and his Men," enacted 
by artistes cut out of newspaper. Then there 'Was the more sober 
joy of listening to an old gentleman and ardent Radical, named 
Brand, who took a great affection for the lad, and used to explain 
to him the politics of the day, and doubtless by his talk inspired 
him to plunge into the intricacies of Cobbett's" Political Gridiron," 
which he found amongst his father's books, ,and from that to the 
later and more daring step of buying a halfpenny copy of the 
People's Charter. 



cnAPTER IL 

BOYHOOD. 

Now came the time when the little Charles Bradlaugh shoull! pu~ 
aside his childhood and make a beginning in the struggle for 
existence. His earnings were required to help in supplying the 
needs of the growing family; and 'at twelve years old he was 
made office boy with a salary of five shillings a week at Messrs 
Lepard's, where his father was confidential clerk. In later years, 
in driving "through London with him, he has many a time pointed 
out to me the distances he used to run to save the omnibus fare 
allowed him, and how if he had to cross the water he would run 
round by London Bridge to save the tou. The.money thus sa;ed 
he would spend in books bought at second-hand book-stalls, 
outside of which he might generally be found reading at any odd 
moments of leisure. One red-letter day his firm sent him on an 
errand to the company of which Mr "Mark E. Marsden was the 
secretary. Mr Marsden, whose name will be remembered and 
honoured by many for his unceasing" efforts for political and 
Bocial progress, chatted with the lad, asking him many questions, 
and finished np by giving him a bun and half.a-crown. As both 
of these were luxuries which rarely came in the office boy's way, 
they made a great impression on him. He never forgot the 
incident, although it quite passed out of Mr Marsden's mind, 
and he was unable to recall it when the two became friends in 
after years. 

The errand-running came to an end when my father was 
fourteen, at which age he was considered of sufficient dignif.:y to 
he promoted to the office of wharf clerk and cashier to Messrs 
Green, Son, & Jones, coal merchants at Brittania Fields,_ City 
Road, at a salary" of eleven shillings a week. About this time, 
too, partly impelled' by curiosity and swayed by the fervour (If 
the political movoment then going on around him, but also 

7 
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undoubtedly with a mind prepared for the good Beed by the early 
talks with old Mr Brand, he went to several week~vening 
meetings then being held in Bonner's Fields and elsewhere. It 
was in 1847 that he first saw William Lovett, at a Chartist 
meeting which he attended. His Sundays were devoted to 
religion; from having been an eager and exemplary Sunday school 
scholar he had now become a most promising Sunday school 
teacher; so that although discussions were held at Bonner's Fields 
almost continually through the day every Sunday, they were not 
for him: he was fully occupied with his duties at the Church of 
St Peter's, in Hackney Road. 

At this time the Rev. John Graham Packer was incumbent at 
St Peter's; and when it was announced that· the Bishop of 
London intended to .hold a confirmation at Bethnal Green, Mr 
Packer nat1lrally desired to make a good figure before his clerical 
superior. He therefore selected the best lads in his class for 
confirmation, and bade thell!- prepare themselves for the important 
occasion. To this end Charles :Bradlaugh carefully studied and 
compared the Thirty-nine Articles of the Church of England and 
the four Gospels, .and it was not long before he found, to his 
dismay, that they did not agree, and that he was totally unable 
to reconcile them. .. Thorough" in this as in all else, he was 
anxious to understand the discrepancies. he found and to be put 
right. He therefore, he tells us," ventured to write Mr Packer 
a respectful letter, asking him for his aid and explanation." 
Instead of help there came a bolt from the blue .. ¥r Packer 
llad the consummate folly to write 1\Ir Bradlaugh senior, 
denouncing his son's inquiries as Atheistical, and followed np 
his letter by suspending his promising pupil for three months 
from his duties of Sunday-school teacher • 

. This three months ·of suspension was pregnant with influence 
for him; for one thing it gave him ~pportunities which he had 
heretofore lacked, and thus brought him into contact with persons 
of whom up till then he had scarcely heard. The lad, horrified at 
being called an Atheist, and forbidden his Sunday school, naturally 
shrank from going to church. It may well be imagined also that 
under the ban of his parents' disapproval home was no pleasant 
place, and it is little to be wondered at that he wandered oft' to 
Bonner's Fields. Bonner's Fields was in those days a great place 
for· open~ir meetings. Discussions on every possible au bjcct 
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were held; on the week evenings the topics were mostly political, 
but on SundaY8 theological or anti-theological discourses were as 
much to the fore as politic& In consequence of my father's own 
theological difficulties, he was naturally attracted to a particular 
group where such points were discussed with great energy Sunday 
after Sunday. Alter listening a little, he was roused to the 
defence of his Bible and his Church, and, finding his tongue. 
joined in the debate on behalf of orthodox Christianity. 

The little group of Freethinkers to which Mr Bradlaugh was 
thus drawn were energetic and enthusiastic disciples of Richard 
Carlile. Their out-door meetings were moStly held at .Bonner's 
Fields or Victoria Park. and the in-door meetings at a place known 
88 Eree'. Coffee House. In the year 1848 it was agreed that they 
should subscribe together and have a TemR8rance Hall of their· 
o~ for their meetings. To this end three of them, Messrs 
Barralet, Harvey, and Harris, became securities. for the lease of 
No. I Warner Place, then a large old-fashioned dwelling-house j' 
and a Hall was built out at the back. As the promoters were 
anxious to be of service to lIra Sharples Carlile, who after the 
death of "Rich aN Carlile was left with her three children in veri 
poor circumstances, they invited her to. undertake the superintend
ence of the coffee room, and to reside at Wamer Place with her 
daughters Hypatia and Theophila and her son Julian. 

When my father first met her, llrs Sharples Carlile, then about 
forty-five years of age, was a woman of considerabie attsinments. 
She belonged to a very respectable and strictly religious family at 
Bolton j was edncated in the Church with her two. sisters under 
the Rev. Mr Thistlethwaite j and, to use an expression of her own. 
W88 II quite an evangelical being, sang spiritual songB, and prayed 
myseU into the grave almost." Her mind, however, was not quite 
of the common order, and perhaps the excess of, ardour with which 
she had thrown herseU int3 her religious pursuits made the recoil 
more easy and more decided. Be this 88 it may, it is nevertheless 
remarkable that, surrounded entirely by religious people, reading 
no anti-theological llterature, she unaided thought herself out of 
II the doctrines of the Church." Alter 80me two-and-a-half-years 
of this painful evolution, accident made her acquainted with Ii 
].fr Hardie, a follower of Carlile's. He seems to have lent hei 
,,,hat was at that time called II infidel literature,P and so inspired her 
with t.he most aldent enthusiasm for Richard Carlile. and in a lesl 
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degree' for the Rev. Robert Taylor. On the 11th January 1832, 
whilst Car1~le was undergoing one of the many terms of imllrison
mentto which ,he was condemned for conscience' sake, Miss 
Sharples came to London, and on the 29th of the Bame month 
she gave her first lecture at the Rotunda. ' 

On the 11th of February this young woman of barely twenty
eight summers, but one month escaped from the trammels of life in 
a country town, amidst a strictly religious environment, started a 
II weekly publication" called Isia, dedicated to .. The young 'Women 
of England for generations to come or until superstition is extinct." 
The Isis was published at sixpence, and contains many of Miss 
Sharples' discourses both on religious and political subjects. In 
religion she ,!Vas a Deist; in politics a Radical and Republican; 
thus following in the footsteps of her leader Richard Carlile. I. 
have been looking through the volume of the Isis; it is all very 
"proper" (as even Mrs Grundy would have to confess), and I am 
bound to say .. that the stilted phrases and Howery turns of speech 
of sixty years' ago are to me not a little wearisome; but with all 
its def~cts, it is an enduring record of the ability, knowledge, and 
conrage of Mrs Sharples Carlile. She reprints some amusing 
descriptions of herself from the religious press; and were I not 
afraid of going too much out of my way, I would reproduce them 
here with her comments in order that we might picture her more 
clearly; but although this would be valuable in view of the evil 
use made of her name in connection with her kindness to my father, 
it would take me too far from the definite purpose of my work. In 
her preface to the volume, written in 1834, she thus defends her 
union with Ricbard Carlile :-

... There are those who reproach my marriage. They are scarcely 
worth notice; but this I have to say for myself, that nothing could 
have been more pure in morals, more free from venality. It was 
not only a marriage of two bodies, but a marriage of two congenial 
spirits; or two minds reasoned into the same knowledge of true 
principles, each seeking an object on which virtuous affection might 
reat, and grow, and strengthen. And though we passed over a 
legal obstacle, it was only because it could not be removed, and 
was not in a spirit of violation of the law, nor of mtended offence 
or injury to anyone. A marriage more pure and moral was never 
formed and continued in England. It was what marriage should 
be, though Dot perhaps altogether what marriage is in the mlljority 
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oi casee. They who are manied equally moral, will Dot fiDdfault; 
with miDe; but where muriage is merely of the law or for mODey. 
and Dot of the BOU}. there I look for abuse.-. 

Of CC11I'8eo all this happened IODg before lfr Eradlangh became 
acquainted with lln Carlile; lI'heD he knew her. sixteen or seven
teen years later. ahe lI'as • broken woman., ... ho had had her amour 
and enLhusiasm eooled by lIllfI'ering and poverty. a widow with lhree 
children. of lI'hom Hn-Lia, the eldest. eould not; haTe been more 
than fourteen or filteen Jear& old at the most.. I have been told 
by thoee lI'ho bew Mn C&rlile in those clap that in spita of all 
this ahe still had • most Doble presenee. and looked and moTed -lik. • queen.. Her gifts, hOll'ever. they said. with amiles, 
certainly did not lie in attending to the business of the eoft'ee 100m 
-u thai ahe was - DO good.- She 11'18 quiet and JeselTed. and 
although Christiana have slandered her both during her lifetime 
and up till within this very year OD account of her non-legalised 
union with Richard Carlile. ahe 11'88 looked up to aDd levered bi 
those lI'ho bew her. and never lI'as • lI'hisper breathed &o<'lU~ 
her fair fame. 

Amongst the frequenters of the W &mer Street Temperance HaD. 

• la the c...u..· rar Sept. 22ncl, 1833. Cadile" who Iwl been rormally 
_pRated from hill rie aiDe montha ptnioaall, eays =-

·'lIaDJlIIOIItU did Dot elapae berore _ atoocl pled,.-I to a morallDSlria"o-e. 
ud to a resolutiaa to a.-ew that marriage immediately after my liberatioa. 
I took the 'rat opportuaity or domg it. as I DOW take the int of uplaiDiDg 
the introduction.. .As a public maD, 11rill be associated 1Ii.th DOthing that is 
to be _cealed from the public. Kuy, I DOW, 1rill carp upon my rr-i0lll 
as to di_ and marriage ; and to such pe!lIOlIII I ea,., if they are 1nIrth • 
word, that I de ., becaase I haIa hypocrisy, because I hate eftl'JlhiDg that 
is foul and indeceat. bfcaue I 1rill Dot deeein any oue. I han led • 
miserable mded life thlOD8h tweaty J88lII, from disparity of mind ud 
tanper; and, ror the Den &-eaty, I haft resolnd to ha", a rie ill .h_ I 
111&1 (ad • ClllDpuioa and helpmate.. • • _ • I trill make ODe 1I'OIIWl happy, 
ud 11rill DOt make any oth« woman unhappy- RU:JlllD C.u.LILL 

.. P.8.-1 would DOt han intruded this matt« upoa the public DOtice had 
it aot bena intended that the Iad,. as well as myself, 1rill _tinae to lectare 
publicly. We are abo", deerptioa. Oar ereed'is truth, and oormonls 
DothiDg but is monlly aad ft880aably to be deC ended. Priericraft hath 110 

law fal' .. ; but eftlJ rirtu" eYerythiag that is good aad _fal to JUDD ... 

II&tunt in llllciety, has ita binding law 0Jl.. W. will practise ffYf!rJ 'firtne 
ud war with eftl]' nee. . This is oar moral mlllriage ud oar bond ofoioa. 
Who shall &how ... ...mst it U1 just QD!I8 or impeclimeat ,-



12 CHARLES. BRADLAUGH. 

I find the names of Messrs Harvey, Colin Campbell, the brothers 
Savage," ·the brothers Barralet, Tobias Taylor, Edward Cooke, and 
others, of whom most FreethinkerS have heard something. They 
seem to have been rather wild, compared with the sober dignity 
of the John Street Institution, especially in the way of lecture 
bills with startling announcements, reminding one somewhat of tbe 
madem Salvation Army posters. The neighbourhood looked with 
no favourable eye npon tbe little hall, and I am told that one 
night, when !i baby was screaming violently next door, a rnmour 
got about that the "infidels" were sacrificing a. baby, and the 
place was stormed by an angry populace, who were with difficulty 
appeased. 

It was to this little group of earnest men that the youth Charles 
Braillaugh was introduced in 1848, as one eager to debate, and 
enthusiastically determined to convert thcm all to the "true 
religion" in which he had been brought uP.' He discussed with 
Colin Campbell, a smart aud fluent debater; he argued with Jamea 
Savage, a man of considerable learnmg, a cool and calm reasoner, 
and a deliberate speaker, whose speech, on occaSion was full of 
biting sarcasms; and after a discussion with the latter upon .. The 
Inspiration of the Bible," my father admitted that he was con
vinced by the superior logic of his antagonist, and owning himself 
beaten, felt obliged to abandon his defence of orthodoxy.' Never-' 
theless, he did not suddeuly leap into Atheism: his views were for 
a little time inclined to Deism; but once started on the road of 
doubt, his careful study and-despite his youth-judicial temper, 
sradually brought him to the Atheistic position. With the Free
thinkers of Warner Place he became a teetotaller, which was an 
additional offence in the eyes of the orthodox; and while still in a 
state of indecision on eertain theological points, he submitted 

* There _wei'll three of these brothers, all remal'kable for their courage, 
pertinacity, or ability. One of them, John Savag~ refused to pay taxes in 
1833. The best of his goods were seized and, in spite of )ir Savage's protests, 
carried away in a van. There was so much feeling about the taxes at the time 
that 110 sooner did the people living in the neighbourhood (Circus Street, 
lIarylebone) hear of the seizure than they collected in great numbers. l.'he 
van was followed, taken possession of, and brought baok to Circus Stret:t. 

_ The goods were removed, the horse taken out of the shafts, and the van de
molished. After the news spread throughout the metropolis the excitement 
became 80 great that the HOl'se GllardS at the Regent's Park Barracks were 
)lut nnder arms. They hod lively times sixty years ago. -
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Rob"rt Taylor's" Diegesis" to his spirit~al director, the Rev. J. G. 
Packer. 

During all this time Mr Packer had not been idle. He obtained 
a foothold in my father's family, insisted on the younger children 
regularly attending Church and Sunday School, rocked the baby's 
cradle, and talked over the father and mother to such purpose 
that they consented to hang all round the walls oBhe sitting-room 
great square cards, furnished by him, bearing texts which he con
sidered appropriate to the moment. One," The fool-hath said in 
his heart, There ia no God," was hung up in the most prominent 
place over the fireplace, and just opposite the place where the victim 
Bat to take his meals. S3ch stupid and tactless eonduct would be 
apt to irritate a patient person, and goad even the most feeble
lIpirited into some kind of rebellion j and I cannot pretend tbat my 
fatIler was either one or the otller. He glowered angrily at the 
texts, and was glad enough to put tbe house door between himself 
and the contiQllouS insult put upon him at the instigation of Mr 
Packer. In 1860, the rev. gentleman wrote a letter described later 
by Diy fatber as .. mendacious," in which he sought to explain 
away his conduct, and to make out that he had tried to restrain 
Mr Bradlaugh, senior. In illustration thereof, he related the 
following incident :-

.. The father, returning borne one evening, saw a board banging at the 
Infidela' door annbuncing some discussion by Bradlaugh, in which my 
nalUe was mentioned not very respectfully, which announcement so 
enraged tlte father that be took tbe board down and 8IIrried it home witb 
him, the Infidels calling after him, and t~reatening bim with a prose
cution ifbe did not restore tbe placard immediately • 

.. When lIr Bradlaugb, senior, got borne, and bad bad a little time for 
I'4!Oection, be sent for me and asked my advice, and I urged bim 
luccessfully immediately to send (back] tbe said placard." 

That little story, like certain other little stories, ia extremely inter
esting, but unfortunately it bas not the merit of accuracy. The 
fllcts of the case have been told me by my father:s sister (Mrs 
Norman), who was less than two years younger than her brother 
Charles, and who, like him, ia gifted witll an excellent, almost. 
unelTing memory. Her story ia this. One autumn night (the end 
of October or beginning of November) Mr Packer came to thehouso. 
to see ber fatber. He had not yet come bome from bia office, so -
Hr Packer sat down and rocked tbe cradle. which contained a few-
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days-old baby girl Aitersome little time, during which ~Ir 
Packer kept to hie post as self-constituted nurse, Mr Bradlaugh, 
sen., returned home. The two men were closeted together for a few 
minutes, and then went out together. It was a wild and stormy 
night, and lIr Bradlaugh wore cine of those large cloaks that.. are 
I.think called "Inverness" capes. After some time he came home, 
carrying under hie cape two boards which. he had taken away from 
the Warner Place Hall. He behaved like a madman, raving and 
stamping about, until the monthly nUl'se, who had long known the 
family, came downstairs to know what was the matter. He showed 
her the boards, and told her he was going to bum them. Mrs 
Bailey, the nurse, begged him not to do so, talked to him and 
coaxed him, and reminded him that he might have an action 
brought against him for stealing, and at length tried to induce him to 
let her take them back. By this time the stress of his rage was over, 
and she, taking his consent for granted, put on her shawl, and hid
ing the boards beneath it, went out into the rain and storm to 
replace them outside- the Hall. :rhe inference Mrs Norman drew 
from these proceedings was that Mr Packer had urged on her father 
to do what he dared not do himself. It ie worthy of note that 
when Mrs Norman tOld me the story neither she nor I had read 
Mr Packer's version, and did not even know that he had written 
one. 

When lIr Packer received the "Diegesie" he seems to have 
looked upon the sending of it as an insult, and, exercising all the 
influence he had been diligently acquiring over the mind of Mr 
Bndlaugh, sen., induced him to notify Messrs Green & Co., the 
coal merchants and employers of his son, that ho would withdraw 
his security if within the space of three days his son did not 
altei hie views. Thus Mr Packer was able to hold out to his 
rebellious pupil the threat that he had three days in which "to 
change hie opinions or lose his situation." 

Whether it was ever intended that this threat should be carried 
out it ie now impossible to determine. Mr Bradlaugh, who seldom 
failed to find a word on behalf of those who tried to injure him
even for Mr Newdegate and Lord Randolph Churchill he could 
find excuses when any of us resented their bigoted or spiteful 
persecution-said in his" Autobiography," written in 1873, that 
h., thought the menace was used to terrify him into subIDission, 
and that there was no real intention of enforcing it. Looking at 
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tllG whole circumstances, and from a practical point of view, this 
seems likely_ One is reluctant to believe that a father would 
permit himself to be inlluenced by his clergyman to the extent of 
depriving his eon of the means of earning his bread. His own 
earnings were 80 scanty that he could ill afford to throwaway his 
eon', salary, especially if he would have to keep him in addition. 
The one strong point in favour of the harsher view is that when 
the eon took the threat exactly to the letter, the father never 
called him back or made a sign from which might be gathered that 
he had been misunderstood j and he suffered the boy to go 
without one word to bhow that the ultimatum had been taken too 
literally. . 

At the time, at any rate, my father had no doubt as to the full 
import of the threat. He took it in all its naked harshness-three 
flays in which to change his opinions or lose his situation. To a 
high-spirited lad, to lose his situation under such circumstances 
meant of Course to lose his home, for he could not eat the bread 
of idleness at such a cost, even had the father been willing to 
permit it. On the third day, therefore, he packed his scanty 
belongings, parted from his dear sister Elizabeth, with tears and 
kisses and a little parting gift, which she treasures to this hour, 
and thus left his home. From that day almost until his death his 
life was one long struggle against the bitterest animosity which 
religions bigotry could inspire. In the face of all this he pursued 
the path he had marked out for himself without once swerving, 
and although the cost was great, in the end he always triumphed 
in his undertakings-up to the very last, when the supreme 
triumph came as his life was ebbing away in payment for it, and 
when he was beyond caring for the good or evil opinion of any 
man. 

n is now the fashion to make Mr Packer into· a sort of 
scapegoat: his harsh reception of his pupil's questions and sub
sequent ill-advised methods of dealing with him are censured, 
and he is in a mauner made responsible for my lather's Atheism. 
If no other Christian hac! treated Mr Bradlaugh harshly j if every 
other clergyman had dealt with him in kindly fashion j if he had 
been met with kindness instead of standeN- and stones. abuse and 
ill-nsage. then these censors of Mr Packer might have some just 
grounds on which to reproach him for mis~ing his position; as it 
is, they should ask themselveil which among them has the right 
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to ~t the first stone. The Dotion that it was Mr Packer's 
treatment of him that drove my father into Atheism is, I am sUre, 
absolutely baseless. Those who entertain this belief forget that 
lIt Bradlaugh had already begun to compare and criticise the 
various narratives in the four Gospels, and that it was on account 
of this- (and therefore after it) that the Rev. J. G. Packer was so 
injudicious as to denounce him as an Atheist, and to suSpend him 
from his Sunday duties. This harsh and blundering method of 
dealing with him no doubt hastened his progress towards Atht!ism, 
but it assuredly did not induce it. It; set bis mind in a state of 
opposition to the Church as represented by Mr Packer, a state 
which the rev. gentleman seems blindly to have fost.ered by every 
means in his power; and it gave him the opportunity of the 
Sunday's leisure to hear what Atheism really was, expounded by 
some of the cleverest speakers in the Freethonght movement at 
that time. But in spite of all this. he was Dot driven pell-mell 
into Atheism; he joined in the religious controversy from the 
orthodox standpoint, and was introduced into the little Warner 
Place Hall as an eager champion on behalf of Christianity. 

Those persons too who entertain this idea of Mr Packer's 
responsibility are ignorant of, or overlook. what manner of man 
Mr Bradlaugh was. He could Dot rest with his mind UD..vettIed 
or undecided ; he worked out and solved for himself every 
problem which presented itself to him. He moulded his ideas 
on DO man's: he looked at the problem OD all Bille&, studied the 
pros and cons, and decided the solutioD for himself. Therefore. 
having ODce started on the ro&d to scepticism, kindlier treatment 
would no doubt have made him longer in reaching the standpoint 
of pure Rationalism, but in any case the end would have been the
same. 



CHAPTER m 
YOUTH. 

DlUVD from home because he refused to be a hypocrite, Charles 
BradJaugh stood alone in the world at sixteen i cut off from 
kindred and former friends, with little or nothing in the way of 
money or clothes, and with the odium of Atheist attached to his 
name in lieu of character. To seek a situation seemed useless: 
whd was to be done' To whom should he turn for help and 
sympathy if not to those for whose opinions he was now suffering' 
To these he -went, and they, scarce richer than himself, welcomed 
him with open arms. An old Chartist and Freethinker, a Mr B. 
B. Jones, gave him hospitality for a week, while he cast about for
means of earuing a livelihood. lIr Jones was an old man of 
seventy i and in after years, when he had grown too feeble to do 
more t.han earn a most precarious livelihood by selling Freethought 
publications, )Ir Bradlaugh had several times the happiness of 
being able to show his gratitude practically by lecturing and 
getting up a fund for his ~efif;. Having learned something 
about the coal trade whilst with )Iessrs Green, my father 
determined to try his fortune as a "coal merchant i" but 
unhappily he had no capital, and consequently required to be 
paid for the coals before he himseII could get them to supply his 
customers. Under these circumstances it is hardly wonderful 
thd his business was small. He, however, got together a few 
cru;tome1'll, and managed to earn a sufficient commission to. keep 
him in bread and cheese. He had some cards printed, and in a 
boyish spirit of bravado pushed one under his father's door. )Ir 
Headingley, in the .. Biography of Mr BradJaugh" that he wrote 
in 1880, gives the story of the "principal tustomer" in pretty 
much the very words in which he heard it, I!O I reproduce it 
here intact:-

.. 'radlaugh's principal customer was the good-natured wife or a 
baker, whose ~op was situated at the corner of Goldsmith's Road. Aa 

B 
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she required several tons of coal per-week to bake the bread, the com
mission on this transaction amounted to about ten shillings a week, and 
this constituted the principa1source of Bradlaugh's income. The spirit 
of persecution, however, was abroad. Some kind friend considerately 
informed the baker's wife that BradL'lUgh was in the habit of attending 
meetings of Secularists and Freethinkers, where he had been known to 
express very -unorthodox opinions. This was a severe blow to the good 
lady. She had always felt great commiseration for Bradlaugh's forlom 
condition, and a certain pride in herself for helping him in his distress. 
When, therefore, he called again for ordel'S she exclaimed at once, but 
still with her wonted familiarity-

" , Charles, I hear you are an Infidel! J 

"At that time BradTaugh was not quite sure whether he was.an 
Infidel or not j but he instinctively foresaw that the question addressed 
him might interfere with the smooth and even course of his bnsiness j 

he therefore deftly sought to avoid the difficulty by somewhat exagger
ating the importanee of the latest fluctuation in the coal market. 

" The stratagem was of no avail. His kind. but painfully orthodox 
customer again returned to the charge, and then Bradlaugh had to fall 
back upon the difficulty of defining the meaning of the word Infidel, 
in which line of argument he evidently failed to produce a favourable 
impression. Again and again he tried to revert to the more congenial 
subject of a reduction in the price of coals, and when, finally, he 
pressed hard for the nsual order, the interview was brought to a clOile 
by the baker's wife. She declared in accents of firm conviction, which 

-have never been forgotten, that she could not think of having any more 
coals from an Infidel. 

" , I shonld be afraid that my bread would smell of brimstone,' she 
added with a shudder." 

It always strikcs me as a little odd that orthodox people, who 
believe that the heretic will have to undergo an eternity of 
punishment-& punisbment 80 awful that a single hour of U 
would amply suffice to -avenge even a greater crime than the 
inability to believe-yet regard that as insufficient, and do what 
they can on earth to give the unbeliever a foretaste of the 
heavenly mercy to come. This little story of the kind-hearted 
woman turned from her kindness by l!ome bigoted busybody is 
a mild case in point. Such people put a premium on hypocrisy, 
and make the honest avowal of opinion a crime. 

In 80 limited a business the loss of the chief customer was 
naturally a I16rious matter; and although the young coal merchant 
struggled on for some time longer, he was at last obliged to seek 
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lor' other means of earning his bread. For a little while he. tried 
selling buckskin braces on commission for Mr Thomas J. Bames. 
lIr Bames gave him a breakfast at starting in the morning, and 
a dinner on his return at night, but as he could only sell a limited 
quantity of the braces he grew ever poorer and poorer. 

F.arly in my father's troubles, MrsCarliIe and her children· 
seem to have taken a warm liking for him. He shared Julian 
Carlile's bed, and there was always a p~ce at the family table
such as it was-whenever he wanted it. He read Hebrew with 
lIr James Savage, and in turn taught Hebrew and Greek to Mr 
Thomas Barralet, then a young man of his own age, his particular 
friend and companion at the time. With the Carlile children 
he had lessons in French from Mr Harvey, an old friend of Richard 
Carlile's. These" French" days, I can readily believe, were. 
altogether red-letter days. Usually, from motives of economy, 
the menu was made up on a strictly vegetarian basis; but when 
Mr Harvey" came he invariably invited himself to dinner, and 
having a little more money than most of the others, he always 
provided the joint. 1Ifr Bradlaugh says in his" Autobiography" 
that while with the Carliles he picked up "a little Hebrew and 
an imperfect smattering of other tongues." Then and with 
subsequent study he acquired a good knowledge of Hebrew; 
French he could read and speak (although with a somewhat 
English accent) as easily as his own tongue; he knew a little 
Arabic and Greek; and he could make his way through Latin, 
Italian, or Spanish, though of German and its allied languages 
ho knew nothing. 

It was whilst under Mrs Carlile's roof my father fell in love 
with Hypatia, Mra Carlile's eldest. daughter; and this fleeting 
attachment of a boy and girl (or rather, I should say of a boy /0'1' 
a girl, for I know that Miss Carlile laughed at my father's preten
sions, and there is absolutely no reason to suppose that she felt 
anything more than a sisterly affection for him) would hardly be 
worth alluding to had not a whole scandal been built upon it .. As 
far as I can trace, the vile and iniquitous Iltatements that have 
been made as to the relations between my father and Hypatia 
Carlile-he between sixteen and seventeen, and she a year or two 
younger-originated with the Rev. J. G. Packer and the Rev. 
Brewin Grant; and since lIr Bradlaugh's death there have not 
been wanting worthy d,iseiples of these gentlemen, who have 
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endeavoured to revive these unwarranted accusations. Mrs Carlile 
was also ·vaguely accused of making ," a tool OJ of the lad, and 
involving him in money transactions !-- It is not easy to 
sympathise with the temper which makes people so unable to 
understand the generous heart of a woman who, herself desperately 
poor, could yet freely share the crumbs of her poverty with one 
whose need was even greater than her own, and give a home and 
family to the lad who had forfeited 'his own purely for conscience' 
sake. 

As after my father len home be was chiefly sheltered by'the 
Carliles at 1 Warner Place, I cannot imagine what Mr Hcadingley"" 
means by sayiug that Mr Bradlaugh was saved the anxiety. of 
pursuit by his parents. There was no necessity for purs~t; he 
was never at any time far from home, and for the most part was 
in the same street, only a few doors off. His parents knew where 
he was i he was often up and down their street 5 and his sister 
Elizabeth would "latch to see him pass. or would loiter about near 
the, Temperance Hall to catch a'glimpse of her brother. She was 
peremptorily forbidden to exchange a word with him; and when 
they passed in the street, this loving brother and sister, who were 
little more than children in years, would look at each other, and 
not daring to speak, would both burst into teal's. In spite of all 
this I never heard my father sayan unkind or bitter, or even a 
merely reproachful word about either of his parents. 

Having once begun to speak at the open-air meetings in Bonner's 
Fields, he continued speaking there or at Victoria Park, Sunday 
after Sunday, during the day, and in the evening at the Warner 
Place Temperance Hall; or at a small Temperance Hall in Philpot 
Street. I am also informed that he lectured on Temperance at the 
Wheatsheaf in lIIile End Road. The Bl"itish Banner for July 31st, 
1850, contains a letter sigued D. J. E., on "Victoria Park on the 
Lord's Day." The writer, after dwelling at length upon the 

• sinfulness and general iniquity of the Sunday frequenters of the 
park, who, he affirmed, sauntered in II sinful idleness" • • •• 
.. willing listeners to the harangues of the Chartist, the Socialist, 
the infidel and scoll'er," goes on to eay of my father:-

.. The stump orator for the rea.l scoffing party is an overgrown boy of 
seventeen, with such an uninformed mind, that it ill really amusing to 

• Biography or Charles Bl'8dlal1gh. 
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lee Liul IOmetimea etammering and spluttering on in his ignorant 
eloquence, making the moat ludicroua miatakes, making all history to 
IUit hia private convenience, and oCten calling yea nay, and nay yea, 
when it will aerve his purpoee. He ia styled by the Crequentera of the 
part .. the 'baby' ; and I believe he ia listened to very often m re from 
real curiolity to know what one 80 young will say, than from any love 
the working men have to hia acotlinge.· . 

At the conclusion of ~ long letter, the writer says :-

.. It gives me great delight to state that the working men have no real 
sympathy with Infidels and acofrers, but would far sooner listen to an 
exposition of the Word of God. To give you an instance. One Sunday 
I opposed the 'baby' of whom I have spoken, and instantly there was" • 
• pace cleared for us, and an immense ring formed around 1lII. The InfideJ 
.poke firat, and I replied; he spoke again, and was in the midst of 
uttering lOme dreadful blasphemy, copied from Paine's • Age of Reason,' 
when the people could suppress their indignation no longer; but uttered 
one loud cry of dil!approbation. When silence had been obtained, I 
addressed to them again a rew serioua kind words, and told them that 
if they wish me to read to them the Word of God, I would do 80 ; that if 
they wisbed me to pray with them, I would do 80. Upon my saying 
tJUs. nearl, all the company left the Infidel, and repaired to an adjoining 
tree, where I read and expounded the Word of God with them for 
.bout an hoar.-

In this first press notice of himself Mr Bradlaugh had an in~ 
ductory specimen of the accuracy, justice, and generosity, of which 
he was later to receive so many striking examples from the English 
press generally, and the London and Christian press in particular. 

In attending FreethougM meetings Charles Bradlaugh became 
acquainted with Austin Holyoake, and a friendship sprang up 
between these two which ended only with the death of lIr 
Holyoake in 1874. By Austin Holyoake he was taken to the 
John Street Institution, and by him also he was introduced to his 
elder and more widely-known brother, Mr George Jacob Holyoake, 
who took the" chair for him at a lecture on the" Past, Present, and 
Future of Theology" at the Temperanco ~ll, Commercial Road. 
Mr G. J. Holyoake, in a sketch of my father'. life and career 
written in 1891, says :-

"It will interest many to see what was the beginning of hia splendid 
career on the platform, to copy the only little handbill ~ existeD;C8 
Only a few weeks berore hia death, looking over an old diary, which 
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I had no' opened for forty-one years, I fonnd the bill, of which I 
enclose you the facsimile. It is Bradlaugh's first placard :_ 

LECTURE HALL, 
PHILPOT ST., (3 DOORS FROM COMMERCIAL ROAD). 

A LECTURE 
WILL BB DBLIVEBBD U 

CHARLES ;BRADLAUGH, JUN~ 
em Friday, ()(:tokr tM IOtA, 1850, 

~:" 
P.AST, PRESENT, AND Fv'ruRB OJ' THEOLOGY. 

MR GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE, 
Bdilor Q/ 1M .. :BIJtvtJMr: 

WILL TAU TUB CHAIR AT EIGHT O'CLOCK l'RECISELY. 

A Collection will be made after the Lecture for the Benefit of 
C. Bradlaugh, victim of the Rev. J. G. Packer, of St. Peter's, 
Hackney Roa.d. 

"Being his first public friend, I was asked to take the chair for 
him. Bradlaugh's subject was a pretty extensive one Cor the first 
lecture" of a youth of seventeen, who looked more like fourteen as he 
stood up in a' youth's ronnd jacket; but he spoke with readiness, 
confidence, and promise.· 

In May 1850, "at the age of 16 years 71 months," )Ir 
Bradlaugh wrote an .. Examination of the four Gospels accord
ing to Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, with remarks on the 
life and death of the meek and lowly Jesus." This he" altered 
and amended" in June 1854, but it was never published. 
In the preface, written in 1850, he says, .. I think I can prove 
that there did exist a man named Jesus XP'fTTos' the good man," 
~ut in 1854 he no longer adheres to this position, and adds a 
J)ote: "I would not defend' the existence of Jesus as a man 
a~ all, although I have not sufficient evidence to deny it. n 

~ugh the. kindness of a friend I am in possession of the MS. 
vol~me containing this "Examination," which, apart from its • 
value to me personally, is extremely interesting as showing how 
carefully' my father went about his work, even at an age when 

\ 
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many lads are still at school A month or 80 after writing this 
critical examination, "C. Bradlaugh, jun.," published his first 
pamphlet, entitled, "A Few W Ol'lis on the Christian's Creed." 
'fo the Rev. J. G. Packer" he dedicated his first printed attack 
.apon orthodox Christianity. addressing him in the following 
worda:- " 

" Sm.-Had the misfortunes which lowe to yoUr officious interference 
been lese than they are, and personal feeling left any place in my mind 
for deliberation or for inquiry in selecting a proper person to whom to 
dedicate these few remarks, I should have found myself directed, by 
many considerations, to the person of the Incumberer of St PetelJs, 
Hackney Road. A life sp!lnt in division from part of your flock, and 
in cl1lDhing those whom you could not answer, may well entitle you to 
the respect of all true bigots.-Hoping that you will be honoured as 
you deserve, I am, Reverend Sir, yours truly, O. BRADLAUGB." 

At the e~d of october in the same year he sent" a report of the 
closing season's campaign in Bonner's Fields, Victoria Park," to 
the ReruQM1'. from which I take an extract, not without interest 
for the light it throws upon the manners and methods then 
common at these out-door assemblies :-

II In May last, when I joined the fray, the state of affairs was as 
follows: In front of ns, near the park gates, were stationed some two 
or three of the followers of the Victoria Park Mission, who managed to 
get a moderate attendance of hearers j on our extreme left was the Rev. 
Henry Robinson, who mustered followers to the amount of three or four 
hundred j on our right, and close to .our place of meeting, was erected 
the .tent of the Christian Instruction Society; sometimes, also, in our 
midst we have h9.d the Rev. Mr Worrall, V.D.M., who gives out in his 
chapel one Sunday that infidelity js increasing, and that there must be 
fresh subecriptioDB for more Sunday-school teachers (who are never 
paid), and the next Sunday annonnces in the Fields that infidelity is 
dying away. Besides these, we have had Dr Oxley, and some dozens of 
tract distributors, who seemed to have no end to their munificence 
-not forgetting Mr Harwood, and a few other irregular preachers, who 
told DB how wicked they had been in their youth, and what a mercy if! 
was the Lord had changed them." . 

.. When I first came out I attracted a litUe eXtra attention on accounfl 
of m1 having been a Sunday-school teacher, and therefore had more 
opposition than some of our other flieneL; and as the Freethinking 
party did not muster quite so well as they do now, I met with some 
very unpleasant occurrences. One Monday evening in particular I was 
well atoned, mil lOme friends both laW and heard .eyeta! Christiana 
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urging the boys to pelt me. As, however, the attendance of the Free
thinkers grew more regular, these minor difficulties vanished. But; 
more serious ones rose in their place. George Offer, Esq., of Hackney, 
and Dr Oxley, intimated to the police that I ought not to be allowed to 
Bpeak; and a Christian gentleman whose real name and address we 
could never get, but who passed by the name of Tucker, after pretending 
thnt he was my friend to Mrs Carlile, and learning -all he could of me, 
appeared in the Park and made the most untrue charges. When he 
found he was being answered, he used to beckon the police and have 
me moved on. • • • • I happened to walkup to the Fields one evening, 
when I saw some of the bills announcing our lecture at Warner Place 
pulled down from the tree on which they had been placed. I immed
iately renewed them, and on the religious persons attempting to pull 
the bills down again I defended them; and one gentleman having broken 
a parasol over my arm in attempting to tear the bills, the congregation, 
of which Mr Robinson was the leader, became furious. The pencil of 
Cruikshank would have given an instructive and curious picture of the 
scene.· They were crying out, men and women too, 'Down with him!' 
• Have him down!' And here the scene would have been very painful 
to my feelings, for down they would have had me had not my own 
party gathered round, on which a treaty of peace was come to on the 
following terms, viz. that the man who tried to pull the bills down 
should guard them to keep them up as long as the religious peQple 
stayed there. Mr Robinson applied for a warrant a.,oainst me, but the 
magistrate refused to grant it." 

On another occasion, when some people whom he and Mr James 
Savage had been addressing in. the' Patk had become unduly 
excited by a Scotch preacher, who politely informed them that they 
were II a generation of vipers," Mr Bradlaugh stepped forward in 
au attempt to pacify them, but much to his surprise was himself 
seized by police. FortunatelL several of the bystanders volunteered 
to go to the police .station 'rith him, and he· was -immediately 
released. 

Nowadays the Parks and the Commons are the happy hunting
grounds for the outdoor speaker, where he inculcates almost any 
doctrine he chooses, unmol~sted by the police or the public. 



CHAPTER iV. 

ARMY LIFE. 

BUT all his debating and writing, all his studying, did not fill 
my father's pockets; they, like their owner, grelv leaner every day. 
With his increasing poverty he fell into debt: it was not much 
that he owed, only .U 15s., but small as the sum was, it was 
more than he could repay, or see any definite prospect of repaying, 
unless he 'could strike out some new path. My grandfather, 1Ifr 
Hooper, who knew him then, not personally, but by seeing and 
hearing him, used to call him "the young enthusiast," and mimy a 
time ill later years recalled his figure as he appeared in the winter 

'of 1850, ill words that have brought tears to my eyes. Tall, gaunt, 
white-faced and hollow cheeked, with arms too long for his 
Bleevee, and trousers too short for his legs, he looked, what indeed 
he was, nearly starving. "He looked hungry, Hypatia," my 
grandfather would say with an expressive shudder; II he looked 
hungry." And others have told me the same tale. How could. 
his parents bear to know that he had come to such a pass! 

A BubsCliption was offered him by some Freethinking friends, 
,and deeply grateful as he was, it yet brought his poverty more 
alarmingly before him. One night in Dceember, one -of the 
brothers Barralet met him looking as I have said, and invited 
him into a coffee house close by to discuss some scheme or other. _ 
They went in and chatted for some minutes, but when the waiter 
had brought t~e food, it seemed suddenly to strike the guest 
that the "scheme" was merely an excuse to give him a supper, 
and with one look at his 'companion, he jUmped up and fied out 
of the room. 

On Sunday, the 15th of December, he was lecturing in Bonner's 
Fields, and went home with the sons of Mr Samuel Record to 
dinner. They tell that while at dinner he threw his arms up 
above hB head and asked Mr Record in a jesting tone, "How do 

26 
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you think I should look in regimentals ,,, The elder man replied, 
.. My boy. you o.re too noble for that." Unfortunately, a noble 
character could not clothe his long limbs, or fill his empty 
stomach, nor could it pay that terrible debt of £4 15s. 

With "soldiering" vaguely in his mind, but yet without a 
clearly defined intention of enlisting, he went out two days after
wards, determined upon doing something to put an end to his 
present position. He walked towards Cbaring Cross, and there 
saw a poster inviting smart young men to join the East India 
Company's Service, and holding out to recruits the tempting batt 
of a bounty of £6 lOs. This bounty was an overpowering induce
ment to the poor lad; his debts amounted to £4 15s.; this 
£6 lOs. would enable him to pay all he owed and stand free 
once more. As Mr John M. Robertson justly says in his Memoir," 
this incident was typical: II All through his life he had to shape 
his course to the paying off of his debts, toil as he would. II Mr 
Headingley t tells that , 
.. With a firm atep, resolutely and soberly, Bradlaugh went down 
BOrne stepa to a bar where the recruiting sergeants were in the habit of 
congregating. Here he discerned the very fat, beery, but honest 
sergeant, who was then enlisting for the East India Service, and at 
once volunteered. Bradlaugh little imagined, when he stepped out of 
the cellar and crossed Trafalgar Square once more-tllis time with the 
fatal shilling in his pocket---that after all he would never go to the 
East Indies, but remain in England to gather around him vast multi. 
tudes of enthusiastic partisans, who, on that very spot, would insist on . 
his taking his seat in Parliament, as the member for Northampton; 
and this, too, in spite of those heterodox views which, as .yet, had 
debarred him from earning even the most modest livelihood. 

" It happened, however, that the sergeant of the East India Company 
had 'borrowed a man' from the sergeant of the 50th Foot, and he 
determined honestly to pay back his debt with the person oC Bradlaugh; 
eo that after some hocus-pocus transactions between the two sergeants, 
Bradlaugh was surprised to find that he had been duly enrolled in the 
50th Foot, and was ,destined for home service. Such a trick might 
have been played with impunity on some ignorant country yokel; but 
.Bradlaugh at once rebelled, and made matters very uncomfortable ro~ 
all persollS concerned. 

• Labour and Law, by Charles Bradlaugh. With Memoir by Johll Y. 
Robertaoo. 

t Biography of CharI. Bradla~b. 
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U Among other peraoll8 to whom he explained all his grievances wea 
the medical officer who examined him. This gentleman fortunately took 
coDSiderable interest in the case, and had a long chat with Bradlaugh. 
He could not engage him for India, as he belonged to the home forces, 
but he invited him to look out of the window, where the sergeants 
were pacing about, and select the· regiment he might prefer. As a 
matter of fact, Bradlaugh was not particularly disappointed at being 
compelled to remain in England; he objected principally to the lack 
of respect implied in tri1ling with his professed intentions. He was, 
therefore, willing to accept the compromise suggested by the, physician. 
So long as hie right of choice was respected, it did not much matter to 
him in which regiment he lerved. 

"After watching for a little while the soldiers pacing in front of the 
lIojndow, his choice fell on • very smart cavalry man, and, being of the 
necessary height, he determined to join his corps." 

The regiment he elected to join proved to be the 7th (Princess 
Royal's) Dragoon Guards, and thua, through the kindly assistance 

-of the doctor, at the age of " 17* years," he found himself a " full 
private" belonging to Her Majesty's forces. 

After he enlisted he sent word, not to the father and mother who 
had treated him 80 coldly, but to the grandmother who loved him 
so dearly. She sent her daughter )Olary to tell the parents of thie 
new turn in their son's affairs, and the news seems to have been 
conveyed and received in a somewhat tragic manner. A day or so 
before Christmas Day she came with a face of gloomy solemnity to 
tell something so serioua about Charles that the daughter Elizabeth, 
who happened to be there, was ordered out o~ the room. She 
remained weeping in the passage during the whole time of t4e 
family conclave, thinking that her brother must have done some
thing very dreadful indeed. 

Then the father went to see his son at Westminster, and 
obtsined permission for the new recruit to spend the Christmas Day 
with hie family. It is only natural to suppose that this semi
reconciliation must have afforded them all some sort of comfort, 
while I have a very strong personal conviction that the whole 
affair preyed upon the father's mind, and t)lat the harshness he 
showed his son was ~eally foreign to his general temper. Anyhow, 
his character nnderwent a great change after he let himself come 
under the influence of Mr Packer. He who before never went 
inside a church, now never missed a Simday; he became concen
trated and, to a certain extent, morose. and at length, on the 19th 
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August 1852, SOllle twenty months aftcr his son's enlistment, he 
was taken suddenly ill at his desk in Cloak Lane. He was brought 
home in a state of unconsciousness, from which he was only aroused 
to fall into violent delhium, and so continued without once recover
ing his senses until the hour of his dcath, which was reached on 
Tuesday the 24th. He was only forty.one years of age, and· had 
always had good health previously, never ailing anything; and I 
feel quite conyinced that the agony of mind which he must have 
endured from the time when his son was first denounced to him as 
an " Atheist" was mainly the cause of his early death. 

The 7th Dragoon Guards was at that time quartered in Ireland, 
and lir A. S. Headingley tells at length the tragic-comic ad ventures 
the new recruit met with at sea on the three days' journey from 
London to Dublin :-

"The recrnits who were ordered to join their regiment were marched 
down to a ship lying in the Thames which was to sail all the way to 
Ireland. Bradlaughwas the only ,recruit who wore a black suit and a 
silk hat. The former was very threadbare, and the latter weak about 
the rim, but still to the other recruits he seemed absurdly attired ; and as 
he looked pale and thin and ill conditioned, it WI\8 not long before some 
one ventured to destroy the dignity of his appearance by bonneting him. 
The silk hat thus disposed of, much to the amusement of the recruits, 
who considered horse play the equivalent of wit, a raid was made upon 
Bradlaugh's baggage. His box was rutlLIessly broken open, and when 
it was discovered that a Greek lexicon and an Arabic vocabulary \\"ere 
the principal objects he had thought fit to bring into the regiment, the 
8corn and derision of his fellow soldiers knew no bounds. 

" A wild game of ~ootball was at 011ce organized with the lexicon, and 
it came out of the scuflle torn and unmanageable. The Arabic vocabu
lary was a smaller volume, and it fared better. Ultimately, Bradlaugh 
recovered the book, and he keeps it still on his shelf, close to his de$k, 
a cherished and useful relic of past strl1gg1es and endeavours. 

" His luggage broken open, his books scattered to the· winds, his hat 
desecrated and ludicrously mis.shaped by the rough hands of his fellow 
recruits, Bradlaugh certsinly diJ. not present the picture of a future 
leader of men. Yet, ·even at this early stage.()f his military life, an 
opportunity soon occurred which turned the tables entirely in his 
favour. 

" The weather 11Sd been looking ugly for some tim,e, and now became 
more and more menacing, till at last a storm broke upon the ship with 
a violence so intense that the captain feared for her saCett. It was 
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absolutely necessary to move the cargo, and his crew were not numerous 
enough to accomplish, unaided, so arduous a task. Their services also 
were urgently required to manmuvre the ship. The captain, therefore, 
summoned the recruits to help, and promised that if they removed the 
cargo ILl he indicated, he would give them £5 to share among themselves. 
He further encouraged them by expressing his hope that if the work 
w.ere well and promptly done, the ship would pull through the storm, 

"The propoeition was greeted with cheers, and Bradlaugh, in spite of 
his sea-sickDe.'!S, helped as far as h'e was able in moving the cargo. The 
ship now rode the wavesJIlore easily, and in due time the storm 
Illbsided; and, the danger over, the soldiers thought the hour of 
reckoning was at hand. The recruits hegan to inquire about the £5 
which had been offered as the reward of their gallant services; but, 
with the disappearance of the danger, the captain's generosity had 
considerably subsided. He then hit on a mean stratagem to avoid the 
fo11ilment of his promise. He singled out three or four of the leading 
men, the strongest recruits, and gave them two half-crowns each, 
calculating that if the strongest had a little more than their share, they 
would silence the clamours of the weaker, who were altogether deprived 
of their due. 

"The captain had not, however, reckoned on the presence of Bradlaugb. 
The pale, awkward youth, who as yet had only been treated with jeers 
and contempt, was the only person who dared stand up and face him. 
To the unutterable surprise of every one, he delivered a fiery, menaCing, 
unanswerable harangue, upbraiding the captain in no measured terms, 
exposing in lucid language the meanness of his action, and concluding 
with the appalling threat of a letter to the Times. To this day 
Bradlaugh remembers, with no small sense of self-satisfaction, the 
utter and speechless amazement of the captain at the sight of a person 
so miserable in appearance suddenly becoming so formidable in speech 
and menace. 

"Awakened, therefore, to a consciousness of his own iniquity by 
Bradlaugh'. eloquence, the captain distributed more money. The 
soldiers on their side at once formed a very different opinion of their 
companion, and, from being the butt, he became the hero of the troop. 
Every one was anxious to show him some sort of deference, and to make 
some acknowledgment for the services he had rendered." 

While Berving with his regiment Mr Bradlaugb was a most 
active advocate of temperance; he began,"within a day or so of 
his arrival in Ireland, upon the quarter-master's daughters. He 
had been ordered to do some whitewashing for the quartermaster, 
and that officer's daughters saW him while be was at work, and 
took pity on him. I have told how he looked j and it is little 
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wonder that his appearance aroused compassion. They brought 
him a glass of port wine, but this my father majestically refused, 
and delivered to the amused girls a lecture upon the dangers of 
intemperance, emphasising his remarks by waves of the white
wash brush. He has often laughed at the queer figure he must 
have presented, tall and thin, with arms and legs protruding from 
his clothes, and raised up near to the ceiling on a board, above the 
two girls, who listened to the lecture, wineglass in hand. Later 
on. when he had gained a certain amount of popularity amongst 
his comrades, he used to be let out of the barrack-room windows 
w'ben he could not get leave of absence. by means of blankets 
knotted together, in order to attend and speak at temperance 
meetings in Kildare. But the difficulty was not so much in 
getting out of barracks as in getting in again; and sometimes this 
last was not accomplished without paying the penalty of arrest. 
The men of his troop gave him the nickname of "Leaves," because 
'of his predilection for tea and books; his soldier's. knapsack con· 
tained a Greek lexicon. an Arabic vocabn1ary. aud a Euclid, 
the beginnings of the library which at last numbered over 7000 
volumes. Mr Bradlaugh remained a total abstainer for several 
years-until 1861. At that time he was in bad health, and was 
told by his physician that he was drinking too much tea f, he drank . 
tea in those days for breakfast, dinner, and tea, and whenever he 
felt thirsty in between. From that time until 1886 he took milk 
regularly for breakfast, and in H!86 he varied this regimen by 
adding a little coffee to his -milk. with a little claret or hock for 
dinner or supper. and a cup of tea after dinner and at teatime. It 
has been said that he had a .. passion for tea," but that is a mere 
absurdity. If he had been out, he would ask on coming in for a 
cup of tea, as another man would ask for a glass of beer or a 
brandy and soda, but he would tske it as weak as you liked to give 
it hiID. 

The stories of the energetic comment of the 300 dragoons upon 
the sermon of the Rev. Mr Halpin at Rathmines Church, and the 
assertion of a right of way by "Private Charles Bradlaugh, C. 52, 
VII D. G .... have both been graphically told by Mr Headingley· 
and by Mrs Besant. t 

• Biog:r~Y of Charles Bradlaugh. 
t Bevi ___ \,fReviewa, March 1891. 

, 
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.. On Sundays,- relates Mr Headingley, .. when it 11'81 fine, the 
regiment 11'&1 marched to Rathmines Church, and here, on one occasion 
-it 11'&1 Whit-Sunday-tbe Rev. Mr Halpin preached a sermon which 
he described 88 being beyond the understandings of the military portion 
of his congregation. 'fhi.s IIOmewhat irritated the Dragoon GUardF, 
and Bradlaugb, to their great delight, wrote a letter to the preacher, 
Dot only showing that he fully understood his sermon, but calling him 
to account for the inaccuracy of his facta and the illogical nature of his 
opinions. 

.. It 11'&1 anticipated that an unpleasant answer migbt be made to this 
letter, and on the following Snnday the Dragoons detennined to be 
fully prepared for the emergency. Accordingly, they listened carefully 
to the sermon. The Rev. Mr Halpin did not fail to allude to the letter 
he had received, but at tbe first 8P.ntence tbat was impertinent and 
contemptuoDB in ita tone tbree hundred dragoons unhooked their swords 
as ODe man. and let the heavy weapons crash on the ground. Never 
had there been IUch a noise in a church, or' a preacher 110 effectively 
li1enced • 

.. An inquiry 11'&1 immediately ordered to be held, Bradlaugh was 
IUmmoned to appear, and serious con&equencee would have ensued; but, 
fortunately, tbe Duke of Cambridge came to Dublin on the next day, 
the review which 11'&1 held in honour of his presence diverted attention, 
and 10 the matter dropped.- . 

I give the right-of.way incident in Mrs Besant's word& While 
the regiment was at Ballincollig, she saye-

II A curiously characteristic act made him the hero of the Inniscarra 
peasantry. A landowner had put up a gate 8Cl'08!I a right-of.way, 
closing it against IOldiers and peasants, while letting the gentry p&8II 

through it.. • Leaves' looked up the qnestion, and fonnd the right-of
way was real ; 10 he took with him some IOldiers and lOme peasants, 
pulled down the gate, broke it up, and wrote on one of the bars, 
• Pulled up by Charles Bradlaugb, C. 62, VII D. G.' The landowner 
did not proeec:ute, and the gate did not reappear.-

The landlord did not prosecute, because when he made his com
plaint to the officer commanding the regiment, the latter suggested 
tbat he should make quite certain that he had the law on his side, 
for Private Bradlaugh generally knew what he was aboul' The 
peasants, whose rights had been so boldly defended, did not confine 
tbeir gratitude.to words, but henceforth they kept their friend 
supplied with fresh butter, new-laid eggs, and such homely 
delicacies as they thought a private in a cavalry regiment would 
be likely to appreciate. 
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After speaking of the difficulties into which my father might 
have got over the Rathmines affair, Mrs Besant* tells of another 
oecasion in which his position • 

"was even more critical. He was orderly room clerk, and a newit 
arrived young officer came into the room where he was sitting at work, 
and addressed to him some discourteous order. Private BradIangh took 
no notice. The order was repeated 'with an oath. Still no movement. 
Then it came again with some fonI words. added. The young soldier 
rose, drew' himself to his full height, and, walking up to the officer, bade 
bim leave the room, or he would throw him out. The officer went, but 
in a few minutes tbe grounding of muskets was heard ontside, the door 
opened, and the .Colonel walked in, accOmpanied by the officer. It was 
clear that the private soldier bad committed an act for which he might 
be court-martialled, and as be eaid once, • I felt myself in a tight place.' 
The officer made his accusation, and Private Bradlaugh was bidden to 
explain. He asked that the officer should state the exact words in which 
he had addressed him, and the officer who had, after all, a touch of honour 
in him, gave the offensive sentence ,,"ord for word. Then Private 
Bradlaugh said, addressing his Colonel, that the officer's memory must 
surely· be at fault in the whole' matter, as he could not have used 
language so nnbecoming an officer and a gentleman. The Colonel . 

. turned to the officer with tbe dry remark, 'I think Private Bradlaugh 
is right; there must be some mistake,' and he left the room." 

Many are the stories that might be told of these his soldier's 
days. One incident that I have often heard him give, and which 
may well come in here, is referred to in Mr Robertson's interesting 
Menwir appended to my father's last book, .. Labour and Law." 
This was an experience gained at Donnybrook Fair, the regiment 
being then quartered near .. that historic village. n .. When 
Fair time came bear the peasantry circulated a well-planned 
taunt to the effect that the men of the Seventh would be afraid 
to preSent themselves on the great day. The Seventh acted 
accordingly. Sixteen picked men got a day's leave-and 
shillelagbs. • I was the shortest of the sixteen,''' said Mr 
Bradlaugb, as he related the episode, not witbout some humorous 
qualms, and he stood 6 feet Ii inches. .. Tbe sixteen just • fougbt 
through,' and their arms and legs were black for many weeks, 

• See Character Sketch Oh4rlu Bradlaugh.-ReVlcw of Reviews, March 
1891. 
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though their heads, light as they clearly were, did not suffer 
acriously. But," he added, with a sigh, as he finished the story, 
"I coUldn't do it now." 

A further experience of a really tragic and terrible kind I will 
relate in my father's own words, for in these he most movingly 
describes a scene he himself witnessed, and a drama in which he 
took an unwilling part. 

Of Those of you who are Irishmen," he begins, *' "will 
want no description of that beautiful valley of the L8'3 which 
winds between the hills from Cork, and in summer seems 
like a very Paradise, green grass growing to the water side, 
and burnished with gold in the morning, and ruddy to very 
crimeon in the evening sunset. I went there on a November 
day. I was one of a troop to protect the law officers, who 
had come with the agent from Dublin to make an eviction a 
few miles from Inniscarra, where the river Bride joins the Lee: 
It was a miserable day-rain freezing into sleet as it fe11-
and the men beat down wretched dwelling after wretched 
dwelling, some thirty or forty perhaps. They did not take 
much beating down; there was no flooring to take up; the 
walls were more mud than aught else; and there was but little 
trouble in the levelling of -them to the ground. We had got our 
work about three parta done, when out of one of them a woman 
ran, and flung herself on the ground, wet as it was, before the 
Captain of the troop, and she asked that her house might be 
spared-not for long, but for a little while. She .said her husband 

- had been born in it; he was ill of the fever, but could not live 
long, and she asked that he might be permitted to die in it 
in peace. Our Captain had no power; the law agent from Dublin 
wanted to get back to Dublin; his time was of importance, and 
he would not wait; and that man was carried out while we were 
there-in froni of UB, while the sleet was coming down-carried 
out on a wretched thing (you could not call it a bed), and he 
died there while we were there; and three nights afterwards, 
while I was sentry on the front gate at BaIlincollig Barracks, we 
heard a cry, aud when the guard was turned out, we found this 

• National llel_, November 16, 1873. A speech on the ~rish 
Question delivered in New York; reprinted from the NetD York T,'ibulle 
of October 7th. 

c 



34 CHARLES BRADLAUGH. 

poor woman there a raving maniac, with one dead babe in one arm,. 
and another in the other clinging to the cold nipple of her lifeless 
breast. And," asked my father, in righteous indignation, "if you 
had· been brothers to such a woman, sons of such a woman, 
fathers of such a woman, would not rebellion have seemed the 

. holiest gospel you c?uld hear preached 7" 



CHAPTER V. 

ARMY LIP'B CONCLUDED. 

Wao his father died in 1852 Private Charles Bradlaugh came 
home on furlough to attend the funeraL He was by this time. 
heartily sick of soldiering, and under the circumstances was 
specially anxious to get home to help in the support of his family. 
(This, one writer, without the slightest endeavour to be accurate 
even on the simplest matters, says is nonsense, because his family 
only numbered trco, his mother and his brother!) His great-aunt, 
Elizabeth Trimby, promised to buy him out, and he went back to 
hi. regiment buoyed up by her promise. In September he was in 
hospital, ill with rheumatic fever, and after. that he seems to have 
had more or less rheumatism during the remainder·of his stay in 
Ireland; for in June 1853, in writing to his sister, apologising for 
having passed over her birthday withont a letter, ho says: II I was, 
unfortnnately, on my bed from another attack of the rheumatism, 
which seized my right knee in a manner anything but pleasant, but 
it is • mere nothing to the dose I had last September, and I ~ 
now about again." 

The lettera I have by me of my fathers, written home at this 
time, instead of teeming with fiery fury and magniloquent phrases 
as to shooting his officers, * are just a lad's letters j the senten.ces 

• Whether rightly or wrongly, my rather thought he 11'&8 trea~ with 
exceptional Beverity by his Captain duriDg .the first part or the time he was 
in the army; and this h&8 been exaggerated into a story of how in his letters 
to his mother during the latter part or his army lite he 11'&8 II t:OfI8I4f1tlll 

informing her" that II unless she obtained his discharge he wonId pnt a bnllet 
through this officer," The story, I need hardly say, is quito untrue, and to 
anyone who knew my rather mast seem almost too absurd to need refutation. 
Doring Mr Bradlaugh's illness in 1889 Captain W~lker, then General Sir 
Beauchamp Walker, ealled twice to inquire at Circus Road. My lather was 
nry duD and depresaed one day 88 he lay in bed, and, thinking to cheer him. 

16 
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for the most part a little formal and empty, with perhaps the most 
interesting item reserved for the postscript inow and again crude 
verses addressed to his sister, and winding up almost invariably 
with .. write soon." After the father's death Mr Lepard, a 
member of the firm in which he had been confidential clerk fOI 
upwards of twenty-()ne years, used his influence to get the two 
youngest children, Robert and Harriet, into Orphan Asylums. 
While the matter was yet in abeyance Elizabeth seems to have 
written her brother asking if any of the officers could do anything 
to help in the matter, and on March 14th he answers her from 
Dallincollig :-

"I am veri sorry to say that you have a great deal more' to learn of 
the world yet, my dear Elizabeth, or you would not expect to find an 
officer of the Blmy a subscriber to an Orphan Asylum. There may be 
a few, but the most part of them spend all the money they have in 
hunting, racing, boating, horses, doge, gambling, and drinking, besides 
other follies of a graver kind, and have little to give to the poor, and 
less inclination to give it even than their means." 

. My father's great-aunt, Miss Elizabeth Trimby, died in June 
1853, at the age of eighty-five. She died without having ful-

o filled her promise of buying her nephew's discharge i but as the 
little money she left, some £70, came to the Dradlaugh family, 
they had now the opportunity of themselves carrying out her 
intention, or, to be exact, her precise written wishes." 

The mother, in her heart, wanted her son home: she needed 
the comfort of his presence, and the help of his labour, to add to 
their scanty women's earnings i but she was a woman slow to 
forgive, and her son had set his parents' commands at defiance, 
and gone out into the world alone, rather than bow his neck to the 
yoke his elders wished to put upon him. She talked the matter 
over with her neighbours, and if it was a kindly, easy-going 
neighbour, who said, .. Oh, I should have Mm home," then she 

I mentioned the names of persons who I knew he would like to hear bad 
inquired; and when I read the name from the card, and said that General 
Walker had told the maid to .. tell Mr Bradlaugh that his old Captain had 
called," he was delighted beyond measure, and was for the moment .the boy 
private again, with the private's feelings for his supe~or officer. The visit 
gratified him almost as much as if it. had been one from Mr Gladstone 
himself. 

• National Reformer, Feb. 10, 1884. 
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allowed her real desires to warm her heart a little, and think that 
perhaps ehe would j if, on the other hand, her neighbour dilated 
upon the wickedness of her son, and the enormity of his offences. 
then she would barden herself against hini. Her daughter 
Elizabeth wanted him home badly; and whilst her mother was 
away at Mitcham, attending the funeral, and doing other things 
in connection with the death of Miss Triinby, Elizabeth wrote to 
her brother, 'asking what it would cost to buy him out. He was 
instructed to write on a separate paper, as she was afraid of her 
mother's anger when she saw it. and ,vished to take the favourable 
opportunity of a soft Ploment to tell her. She was left in charge 
at home, and thinking ber mother safe at Mitcham for a week, she 
had timed the answer to come in her absence. One day she had 
to leave the house to take home some work which she had been 
doing.. On her return, much to her dismay. her mother met her 
at the door perfectly furious. The letter had eome during the 
girl's ehort absence, and her mother had come home unexpectedly! 
"How dared she write her brother' How dared she ask such a 
question'" the mother demanded. and poor Elizabeth was in sad 
disgrace aU that day, and for some time afterwards. This 'was the 
answer her brother sent, on ~une 22nd, from Cahir-

.. AI you wish, I send on this sheet what it would cost to buy me 
off; but I would not wish to rob you and mother like that. 

For the Discharge 
Compensation for general clothing 
Pas~age money home • 

or aiJout £33. 

£30 0 0 
017 6 
1 16' 0 

£32 13 6 

II I could come home in regimentals, because clothes could be bought 
cheaper in London, and I would work like a slave; but do not think, 
my dear sister. I want to take the money from you and mother, though 
I would do anything to get from the army. 

"We are under orders to march into the county of Clare to put 
down the rioters at Six Mile Bridge, in the CC?ming election, and expect. 
lOmB fighting there!' ' 

The discharge was applied for in August, but i gather tihat 1IIr 
Lepard, who assisted my grandmother in the little legal matters 
arising out of Miss Trimby's death, was not very favourable to the 
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project, and seems to have required some guarantee as to my 
father's character,* before he \vould remit the money. 

However, it was at length definitely arranged that the aunt's 
promise should be kept, and that her money should purchase the 
discharge according to her intentions. A thoroughly boyish letter 
gives expression to Private Bradlaugh's sentiments on hearing the 
good news. It is dated from" Cahir, 6th October U!53 :-

"My DEAR MOTlIlm,-When I opened your letter, before reading it I 
waved it three times round my head, and gave a loud • hurra' from 
pure joy, for then I felt assured that all this was not a mere dream, 
but something very like reality. The £30 has not yet made its appear~ 
ance on the scene. I shall be glad to see it, as I shall not feel settled 
till I get away. I am, however, rather damped to hear of your ill. 
health, but hope for something better. I have made. inquiries about 
butter, but it is extremely dear, Is. to 14d. per lb. in this county. . 

"When the £30 arrivea I will write to let you know the day I shall 
be home. Till then, believe me, my dearest mother, your affectionate 
Son, . CHARLES BRAD LAUGH. 

"I.ove to Elizabeth, Robert, and Harriet." 

He did not have to wait long for the appearance of the £30 
"on the scene," which speedily resulted in the following" parch· 
ment certificate: "-

"7th (Princess Royal's) Regiment of Dragoon Guards. 
II These are to certify that Charles Bradlaugb, Private, born in the 

Parish of Hoxton, in or near the Town of London, in the County of 

• Amongst some letters my father gave me some long time ago is one 
which must have satisl!ed even :r.fr Lepard. It is as follows:-

.. Cahir Barracks, September 23rd, 1853 • 
.. SIR,-Having been informed by Private Charles Bradlaugh of the 7th 

Dragoon Guards, that you require some testimonials as to character, I beg 
to inform you that during the time ~his man haa been in the regiment 
(since December 1850) his conduct has been extremely good, and I beg also 
to add that, he is always considered to be a clever, well-informed, and 
steady young)n .. n. Should you require any further inform"tion, I shall be 
most happy to give [all] in my·power.-I am, Sir, your obedient Servant, 

. .. E. T. DOWBIGOIN, 
"J. Lepard, Esq. Lieut. and Adjutant, 7th Dragoon Guards. 

.. P.S.-I may ~bsorve that during the last eighteen months this man has 
been occupying ratfulr a prominent situation in the regiment, being that 
of orderly room clerk,. and has consequently been immediately under my 
notice." 
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Middlesex, waa eWiated at Westminster for the 7th Dragoon Guards, 
on the 17th December 1850, at the age of 171. years. That he served 
in the Army for two years and 301 days. That he is discharged in 
consequence of his requesting the same, on payment of £30.-

_ "C. F. AINSLIE, Hd. Commanding Officer. 
II Dated at Cahu, 12th October IS53. 

" Adjutant General's Office, Dublin. 
.. Discharge of Private CharleB Bradlaugh confirmed .. 

" 14th October 1853. J. EDEN,- 7th D. G • 
•• Character: Very Good. 

"C. F. AINSLIE, 7th D. Guards.»_ 

The merely formal part of the discharge is made out in his own 
handwriting as orderly room clerk. 

These three yeara of army life were of great value to my father. 
Firat of all physically: for a little time before he enlisted he had 
been half Btarved, and his health was being undermined by constant 
privation just at a time when his great and growing frame most 
needed nourishing. In the army he had food," which although it 
might be of a kind to be flouted by an epicure, was sufficiently 
abundant, and came at regular intervals. The obnoxious drill 
which he had to go through must have helped to broaden his 
chest <at his death he was forty-siX-and-a.half inches round the 
chest) and harden his muscles, and so gave him the strength 
which served him 80 well in the lateryears.of his life. He learned 
to fence and to ride, and both accomplishments proved useful in 
latter days. Fencing was always a favourite exercise with him, 
and, in after daye, when alone, he would also eften exercise his 
muscles by going through a sort of sword drill with the old 
cavalry sabre, which is hanging on my wall to.day. Riding he at 
first abhorred, and probably any London East End lad would share 
his sentiments when first set upon a cavalry charger with a hard 
mouth j he was compelled to ride until the blood ran down his 
lege, and before these wounds had time to heal he had to be on 
horseback again. When he was orderly room clerk, and was not 
compelled to ride so often, then he took a liking for it, and then 
he really learned to sit and manage his horse. Often and often 
during the last years of his life he longed to be *h enough to keep 
• horse, 80 that he might ride to the House and wherever his 

• Thill signature is almost illegible. 



40 CHARLES BRADLAUGH. 

busincss might take him within easy distance, and thus get the 
exercise of which he stood,so urgently in need. 

It was, too, while with his regiment in Ireland that Mr Bradlauglr 
first became acquainted with James Thomson, an acquaintance 
which soon ripened into a friendship which lasted for five-and· 
twenty years. In the quiet nights, whilst the private was on 
sentry duty, he and the young schoolmaster would have long 
serious talks upon subjects a little unusual, perhaps, amongst the 
rank and file; or in the evening, when Thomson's work was done, 
and Private Bradlaugh could get leave, they would go for a ramble 
together. They each became the confidant of the other's troublcs 
and aspirations, and esch was sure of a sympathetic listener. 

That his- regiment happened to be stationed in Ireland during 
the whole time he belonged to it was of immense importance to 
him. He learned the character and the needs of the Irish peasantry 
as he could have learned it. in no other way. TIle sights he saw 
and the things he heard whilst he was in Ireland, as the story I 
cited a few pages back will show, produced in him such a profound 
feeling of tenderness and sympathy for the Irish people, t11at not 
all the persl)nal enmity which was afterwards shown him by Irish. 
men could destroy or even ~e8ken. 



CHAPTER VI. 

MARRIAGE. 

BARELY three short years away, yet how. many changes in thllt 
short time. My father found, father, aunt, and grandmother dead; 
his little sister and brother-of five and eight years-in Orphan 
.Asylums. Even his kind friend Mrs Carlile was dead, and her 
children scattered, gone to the other side of the Atlantic, to be lost 
sight of by him for many years. Of their fate he learned later that 
the two daughters were married, while Julian, his one time com
panion, was killed in the American War. 

On his return my father's first endeavour was, of course, to seek 
for work, so that he might help to maintain his mother and sisters; 
but although he sought energetically, and at first had much faith in 
the charm of his "very good" character, no one seemed to want the 
tall trooper. After a little his mother, unhappily, began to taunt him 
with the legllcy money having been used to buy his discharge; and 
although he thought, and always maintained, that the money was 
morally his, to be used for that purpose, since it was carrying out 
the. intentions of his aunt expressed so short a time before her death, 
he nevertheless determined to, and in time did, pay every. farthinl' 
back again to his mother, through whose hands the money had 
come to him. He was offered the post of timekeeper with a builder 
at Fulham, at a salary of 20s. a week; this Mrs Bradlaugh objected 
to, as taking him too far away from home. 

One day he went, amongst other places, into the office of Mr 
Rogers, a solicitor, of 70 Fenchurch Street, to inquire whether he 
wanted a clerk. Mr Rogers had no vacancy for a clerk, but 
mentioned casually that he wanted a lad for errands and office 
work. My father asked, " What wages 1 " "Ten shillings a week," 
replied lIIr Rogers. U Then I'll. take it," quickly decided my 
father, feeling rather in despair as to getting anything better, but 
bravely resolved to get Bomethin!7. Not that he was in reality very u 0 
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long without work, for his discharge from the army was dated at 
Dublin, October 14th, 1853, and I have a letter written from" 70 
Fenchurch Street" on January 2nd, 1854, so that he could not 

- have been idle for more than about two months at the most.. 
There is no reference whatever in the letter to the newness of his 
situation, 80 that he had probably been with Mr Rogers some 
weeks prior to the 2nd January 1854. The solicitor soon found 
out that his .. errand boy" had considerable legal knowledge and, 
what was even more important, a marvellollil quickness in appre 
hension of legal points. At the end of each three. months big 
salary was increased by five shillings, and after nine months he had 
intrusted to him the whole of the Common Law department. Ver) 
soon he was able to add a little to his income by acting as secretary 
to a Building Society at the Hayfield Coffee House, Mile End 
Road. 

As soon as my father found himself in regular employment he 
began to write and speak again; but even 'as the busy-bodies 
turned the kind-hearted baker's l"ife against him a few years before, 
so now again they tried to ruin bis career with Mr Rogers. 
Anonymous and malicious letters were sent, but they did not find 
in him a weak though good-hearted creature, with a fearful 
apprehension that the smell usually associated with brimstone 
would permeate the legal documents; on the contrary, he was a 
shrewd man who knew the value of his clerk, and treated the 
anonymous letters with contempt, only asking of nly father that 
he should "not let his propaganda become an injury to his 
business." 

Thus it was he took the name of "Iconoclast," under the thin 
veil of which he did all his anti-theological work until he became 
candidate for Parliament in 1868; thenceforward he always spoke 
imd wrote under his own name, whatever the subject he waa 
dealing with. ,Any appearance of concealment or secrecx was 
dreadfully irksome to him, though in 1854 he had very little 
choice. 

About Christmas 1853 my father made the acquaintance of a 
family named Hooper, all of whom were Radicals and :J!'reethinkers 
except Mrs Hooper, who would have preferred to have belonged 
to Church people because they were so much more thought of. 
She had great regard for her neighbours' opinion, and for that 
reaSOn, objected to_chess and cllrds on Sunday. Abraham Hooller, 
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her husband, must on such points 8S these have been a eEllistani 
thorn in the dear old lady's side: he was an ardent Freethinker 
and Radical, a teetotaller" and a non-smoker. All his opinions ha 
held aggressively j and no matter where was the place or who was 
the person, he rarely failed to make an opportunity to state his 
opinions. - He was very honest and upright, a man whose word 
was literally his bond. He had often -heard my father speak in 
Bonner's Fields, and 'had named him "the young enthusiast." 
He himself from his boyhood onward,was always in the thick of 
popular movements j although a sturdy Republican, he, was one of 
the crowd who cheered Queen Caroline j he was present at all the 
Chartist meetings at London j and he was a ~great admirer of 
William Lovett. On'more than one occasion he was charged by 
the police whilst' taking part in processions. He once un wittingly 
became mixed up with a secret society, but he speedily disen
tangled himself-there was nothing of, the secret conspirator abou~ 
him. 

He was what might be called "a stiff customer," over six feet 
in height, and broad in proportion j and he would call his spade a 
epade. If you did not like it-well, it was so much the worse for 
you, if you could not give a plain straightforward reason why it 
should be called CI a garden implement." " Verbosity" was )ost 
upon him j he passed it over unnoticed,'and came back to his 
facts as though you had not spoken. In his early old age he had 
rather a fine appearance, and I have several times been asked at 
meetings which he has' attended with us, who is that "grand
looking old:man." Although in politics and religion he was all on 
the side of liberty, in his own domestic circle he was a tyrant and 
a despot, exacting the most rigorous and minute obedience to his 
will ' 
, His passionate affection for my father was a most beautiful 
thing to se~. He had heard him speak, as 'a lad, many a time in 
Bonner's lfields, and 'from 1854 had Mm always under his, eye. 
CI The young enthusias,t" became" my boy Charles," the pride and 
the joy of his life j and he loved him with a love which did but grow 
with his years. 1\[y father's friends were his friends, my father's 
enemies were his enemies j and although "Charles II might 
forgive a friend who had betrayed him and take him back to 
friendship again, he never ~id, and waS always prepared for the 
next betrayal-which, alas! too often came. He ou~lived lIJ'J 
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father by only five months: until a few years before his death _ 
he had never ailed anything, and did not know what headache or 
toothache meant j but when his "boy" was gone life had no 
further interest for him, and he wiJUngly welcomed death. 

.And it was the ,eldest daughter of this single-hearted, if some
what rigorous man, Susannah Lamb Hooper, whom my father 
loved and wedded. I knew that my mother had kept and 
cherished most of ihe letters written her by my father during 
their courtship, but I never opened the packet until I began this 
biography. These letters turn out to be more valuable than I 
had expected, for they entirely dispose of some few amongst the 
many fictions which have been plore or less current concerning 
lIfr Bradlaugh. 

At the first glance one is struck with the quantity of verse 
amongst the letters. I say struck, because nearly, if not quite, all 
his critics, friendly and hostile, have asserted tliat Mr Bradlaugh 
was entirely devoid of poetic feeling or love of verse. With the 
unfriendly critics this assume~ lack seems to indicate something 
very .bad: .a downright vice would be more tolerable in their 
eyes j 'and even the friendly critics appear to look upon it as a 
flaw in his character. I am, however, bound to confirm the 
assiunption_ in so far as that, during later years at least, he looked 
for something more than music in verse; and mere words, however 
beautifully strung together, had little charm for him. His 
earliest favourites amongst poets seem to have been Ebenezer 
Elliott, the Corn Law rhymer, and, of course, Shelley. As late 
as 1870 he was lecturing upon Burns and Byron; later still he read 
Whittier with delight; and I have known him listen with great 
enjoyment to Marlowe, Spenser, Sydney,. and others, 8J.though, 
curiously enough, for Swinburne he had almqst an active distaste, 
caring neither to read his verse nor to hear it read. It is some
thing to remember that it was my father, and he alone, who threw 
op~n his pages -to James Thomson (" B. V.") at a time when he 
'was ignored and unrecognised and could nowhere find a publisher 
to recognise the fire and genius of his grand and gloomy verse. 

But to return to his own verses: he began early, and his 
Bonner's Fields speeches in 1849 and 1850 more often than not 
wound up with a peroration in rhyme; in verse, such as it was, 
he would sing the praises of Kossuth, Mazzini, Carlile, or ,whatever 
hero was.. the subject of his discoursd. His verses to my mother 
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were written lJefore and after marriage: the last I have is dated 
1860. I am not going to quote any of these compositions, for my 
lather died in the happy belief that all save two or three had, 
llerished; but there is one that he sent my mother which will, I 
think, bear quoting, and has an interest for' its author's sake. 
Writing in July 1854, he says: ." I trust you will excuse my 
boldness in forwarding the enclosed, but think you will like its 
pretty style. I begged it from my only literary acquaintariceJ a 
young schoolmaster, so can take no credit to myself"-

II Breathe onward, soft breeze, odour laden, 
And gather new sweets on your way, 
l'or a happy and lovely young maiden 
Will inhale thy rich perfume this day . 

.And tell her, oh! breeze softly sighing, 
When round her your soft pinions wreathe, 

, That my love-stricken soul with thee vieing 
All its treasures to her would outbreathe. 

., Flow onward, 1e pure sparkling waters 
In lunshine with ripple and spray,. 
For the fairest of earth's young daughters 
Will be imaged within you this day • 

.And tell her, oh! murmuring river, 
When past her your bright billows roll, 

That thus, too, her fairest form ever 
Is imaged with truth in my soul." 

The II young schoolmaster" was, of courso, James Thomson; and 
these verses express the thought which occurs again so delightfully 
in No. XII. of the "Sunday up the River."* 

Another current fiction concerning my father is that he was 
coarss, rude, and ill-mannered in his young days. :N' ow, to take 
one thing alone as a text: Can I believe that the love letters now 
before me that he wrote to my dear mother could have been penne4 
by one of coarse speech and unrefined thought 1 , The tenJer and 
respectful courtesy of some of them carries one back to a cenlury 
or 80 ago, when a true lover was most choice ~ the expressions lIe 
used to his mistress. No I No one with Ii trace of coarseness in 
his nature could have written these letters. 

• The City of Dreadful Night, and other Poeroe. By Jamel l'homson 
(UB.V."). 
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Another ana equally unfounded calumny, which has been most 
industriously circulated, concerns my father's own· pecuniary 
position and his alleged neglect of his mother. I am able to quote 
passages from .this correspondence. which make very clear state
ments on these points; and the silent testimony of these . letters, 
written in confidence to his future wife, is quite incontrovertible. 
In a letter written on the 17th Nove~ber 1854, he says;-

II My present inCome at the office is £65, and at the Building Society 
.£35, making about £100 a year, but I have not yet enjoyed this long 
enough to feel the full benefit of it. I am confident, if nothing fresh 
arises, of an increase at Christmas, but am also trying for a situation 
"'hich if I ean get would bring me in £150 per annum and upwards. 
Your father did not tell me when I saw him that I was extravagant, 
but he said that he thought I was not • a very saving character,' so that 
you see, according to good authority, we are somewhat alike. • • • I 
do not blame you for expecting to hear from me, but I was, as the 
Ameticans say, in a fix. I did ~ot like to write, lest your father 
might think I was virtually taking advantage of a consent not yet 
given. 

"You will, of course, nnderstand from my not being a very careful 
young man why I ,am not in a position of healthy· pockets, purse 
plethora, plenum intlie money-box, 80 necessary to one who wishes 
to entangle himself in the almost impenetrable mysteries of • house· 
keeping.' 

.. I don't know whether you were ever sufficiently charmed with the 
subject to make any calculations on the £ s. d. questions of upholstery, 
etc. I have, and after knocking my head violently against gigantic 
• four posters,' and tumbling over • neat fender and fire-irons,' I have 
been most profoundly impressed with respect and admiration for every 
one who could coolly talk upon so awful a subject.P 

From tlle foregoing letter it would appear tl1at Mr· Hooper 
would not give a definite consent to the marriage; and a little 
later my father writes that he had again asked for the paternal 
approval, and drawR a picture of .. C. B." kneeling to the" krewel 
father." The consent asked for was apparently given this time, 
and plans and preparations for the marriage were made. On 20th 
March 181.11S my father writes :- . 

.. I also· thought that it seemed a rather roundabout way of ~rriving 
at a good end, that I should take upon myself the bother ot' lodgers in 
one house, while mother at home intended to lell the two upstairs 
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rooms to some olle else. I also thought that supposing auything wera 
to happen either to separate me from the Building Society or to atop its 
progre.M, I might be much embarrassed in a pecuniary point of view 
with the burden of two rents attached to me. It therefore struck me, 
and I luggested to mothet and Lizzie, whether it would not be possible, 
and not only possible but preferable, that we should all live in the 
same bouse &I separate and distinct as though we were strangers in 
one lense, and yet not 80 in another. Mother and Lizzie both fully 
agreed with me, but it is a question, my dearest Susan, which entirely 
rest. with you, and you alone must decide the question. I have a"areed 
to allow mother lOs. per week, and if we lived elsewhere, mother oull 
of it would have to pay rent, ~hilst ours would be in no way reduced. 
Again, if you felt dull ther.! would be company for you, and I might 
feel BOme degree of hesitation in leaving you to find companionship 
in pefBOnl utterly strangers to both of us. There are doubtle..'IS evils 
connec;ted with my proposal, but I think they are preventible ones. 
Mother might wish to interfere with your mode of arrangements. 
Thill she has promised in no way whatever to do. I leave the matter 
to youl'@8lf-on the ground of economy mucli might be said-at any 
rate my own idea is that we could not hurt by trying the experiment 
for a time; but do not let my ideas intluenee you in your decision: I 
will be governed by you: believe me, I only wish and endeavour to 
form a plan by which we may live happy and comfortably." 

In April we have the first recorded lawsuit in which Mr 
Brndlaugh took part as one of the principals, though earlier than 
this, soon after quitting the army, he had shown much legal 
acumen and practical wisdom in a case that I cannot do better than 
quote here in his own words :-

II While I was away," he says, II a number of poor men had 
subscribed their funds together, and had erected a Working Man's 
Hall, in Goldsmith's Row, Hackney Road. Not having any legal 
advice, it turned out that they had been entrapped into el'ecting 
their building on freehold ground without 'any lease or conveyance 
from the freeholder, who asserted his legal right to the building; 
The men consulted me, and finding that under the Statute of 

. Frauds they had no remedy, I recommended them to oft'er a penalty 
rent of £20 a year. This being refused, I constituted myself into 
a law court; and without any riot or breach of the peace, I with the 
assistance of a hundred st~ut men took every brick of the building 
bodily away, and divided the materials, so far as was possible, 
amongst the proper owners. I think I can see now the disappointed 
rascal of a freeholder when he only had bis bare loil left once 
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more. He did not escape unpunished; for, to encourage the others 
to contribute, he had invested some few pounds in the building. 
He had been too clever: he had relied on the letter of the law. and 
I beat him with a version of common-sense justice." . 

To return to my father's first suit in law. He brought an action for 
false imprisonment against a solicitor named Wyatt. It appeared 
that a person named Clements had assigned a wharf and certain 
book debts and books to Messrs. Carr, Lamb & Co., and Mr 
Rogers, their solicitor, sent Mr Bradlaugh; then his clerk, to"Mr 
Wyatt's office, Gray's Iun, to fetch away the books. Mr Wyatt 
refused to give them up: Mr Bradlaugh seized them and carried 
them (an immense pile) to a cab he had waiting. Mr Wyatt 
appeared on the scene with a clerk, ~nd endeavoured to regain 
possession of the books. .After much resistance, in which my father's 
coat was torn and hands cut,Mr Wyatt, unable to get the books, 
called a policeman, and gave his adversary into custody on a charge 
of II stealing the books;" this he withdrew for another-CO creating 
a disturbance and carrying off books." My father was locked up 
(whether for minutes or hours I know not) with a boy who had 
been apprehended whilst picking pockets. When he was brought 
before the magistrate he was discharged, because no one appeared 
to prosecute. He wrote a number of letters to Mr Wyatt demand
ing an apology, but received no answer, and at length brought an 
action against him for false imprisonment. The case came on. 
before Mr Justice Crompton, and much to his delight, he won a 
verdict, with £30 damages. . 

The foregoing is, I think, the only case in Mr Bradlaugh's career 
in which he kept damages awarded him for his own personal use. 
In every other case the damages were given to some charity-in 
later years, always to the Masonic Boys' School. This time 
however the damages awarded him by the jury were used in a 
purely personal manner, for the money enabled him to hasten his 
marriage, and on June 5th, 1855, he and my mother were married 
at St. P.hilip's Church, in the Parish of Stepney, he barely 22 years 
of age, and she two years his senior. 

They went to live at 'Varner Place, as was suggested in a letter 
I have quoted; and my mother, who had been in very poor health 
for some time previous to her marriage, seems to have gone with 
her sister-in-law to Reigate fora few days at the end of the 
following July. How very straitened their circumstances were, 
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the following extract from a letter of my father's to his wife will 
.how:-

.. Carr and Lamb have notaettled with me, and.I am much pinclled 
tor cash, in fact, 80 much 10 that, as mother seems to wish to come to 
Reigate, I have thought'of letting her come on Sunday, and staying at 
home myself, as I cannot manage both. If you feel well enough, I 
would like you to come home about next Thursday or Friday, as I 
begin to feel rather topsy.turvy •••. If I do not come, I will send you 
money to clear you through the week. Do not that me in the least 
degree unkind if I stay away, because I assure you it is a great source 
of discomfort to me ; but the fact is, if you want to spend thirty· shillings, 
and have only twenty, there arises a most unaccountable-difficulty in 
getting your purse and programme to agree. Had Carr and L., as I 
anticipated, closed accounts with me on Monday, all would have gone on 
8IDoothly, but sa it is I am ~ramped. I have also been disappointed in 
the receipt of two or three other small sums which, coupled with an 
increased expenditure, all help to draw me up short." 

The newly·married couple did not stop very long at Warner 
Place. Mrs Bradlangh senior and her daughter-in-law did not get 
on comfortably together, and so husband and wife removed to 
4 West Street, Bethnal Green, where their first child, my sister 
Alice, was born on April 30, 1856. At the outset my parents 
were devotedly attached to one another, an attachment which was 
not in the least degree diminished on my mother's part until the 
hour of her death i and had they remained pinched by the "ame 
close grip of poverty as at first their union might have remained 
unbroken i who can say' My father was essentially a .. home II 
man, and when not called away on business preferred his own 
fireside to that of any other man. People have taken it upon 
themselves to describe my mother's personal appearance, some by 
one adjective and some by another i but to my eyes, at least, 'she 
was comely to look upon. She was a brunette, with hair which 
was black and silky, and the finest I ever saw; she was nearly as tall 
as my father, and carried herself well, although in her later years 
she was much too stout. She was good-natured to a fault, generous 
to lavishness, and bad an open ear and an oFen pocket for every 
tale of sorrow or distress. During my recollection our home was 
never without one or more needy visitors: my father's brother and 
youngest sister; ner own brother and sister. Mr James Thomson, 
and others too numerous to mention. all partook of the' ope~
b~rted hospitality which was lavished u.li>0n them. She shone at 

D 
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her best, in entertaining my father's political friends, and her 
good-natured amiability made her a general favourite. She WIIS 

passionately attached to her children, and was rewarded. by her 
children's devotion, which endured through fair weather and fonl; 
as, ~deed, was only her just due, for in all points save one she 
was the best of mothers. ' 

And it was this one point which, ove.rbalancmg all the rest, 
ruined our home, lost her my father's love and her friends' respect, 
and was the cause of her own suiferings, unhappiness, and early 
death. As soon as fortune and success began to shine ever II(' 

.feebly on my father's labours, there did not lack the uSual 
flatterers to his wife, and panderers to her unhappy weakness. In 
a terribly short time, by the aid of thoughtless, good-natured.· 
evil-doers and int~ntional malice, this weakness developed into 

" absolute and confirmed intemperance, which it seemed as though 
nothing could check. With intemperance came the long train of 
grievous consequences; easy good nature became extravagant follr, 
and was soon followed by the alienation of real friends and a 
ruined home. My father was gentleness and forbearance itself, 
but his life was bitterly poisoned j he had his· wife treated 
medically, and sent t.o a" hydropathic establishment, but all to no 
purpose. When our home was finally broken up in 1870, and the 
closest retrenchment' was necessary, my father decided that it was 
utterly impossible to do that with dignity as long as my mother 
-remained in London; so she and we two girls-my brother was at 
school-went to board with my grandfather at Midhurst, Sussex. 
It was intended as a merely temporary arrangement, and had it 
proved beneficial to my mother we should, when better times came, 
have had a reunited home j but, alas! it was not to be. At first 
my father came fairly frequently to Midhurst, but there was no 
improvement, and 110 his visits became fewer and fewer j they 
brought him no pleasure, but. merely renewed the acuteness of his 
suffering. At length he, always thoughtful for those about him, 
and recognising the terrible strain upon us his daughters in the life 
we were then leading, arranged for us each to spend a month 
alternately with him at his London lodgings, but not continuously, 
as he was anxious not to separate us. Sometimes it was contrived 
for us both to be in London together, and these were indeed sun. 
shiny days. We wrote lett-ers for him, and did what we could, and 
he made usbappy by persuading us that we were his secretaries 



MARRIAGE. 51 

and really useful to him; we tried to be. but I fear Oul' desires and 
his loving acceptance of our work went far beyond its real merits. 
With time my mother became a confirmed invalid, and in May 
1877 she died very unexpectedly from heart disease engendered 
by alcoholism. 

Malevolent people have made a jest of all this, but the tragedy 
was ours; others even more malevolent have endeavoured to make 
my father in some way blameworthy in the matter-they might 
just as well blame me I Anyone who knows the story in all its 
details, with its years of silent martyrdom for him, will kI!ow that 
my father's behaviour was that of one man in a thousand. Some 
also bave said that my mother was· in an asylum. Perhaps the 
following quotation from a lctter written by her from Midhurst, 
a few daya before her death, to us who were in London getting 
my father's things straight in his new lodgings, will be the best 
answer, and .will also show a litUe the kind of woman sbe was: -

.. My chest is 10 bad. I really feel ill altogether; if either of you 
were with me, you could not do me any good. I ahall be glad of a letter 
to know how Hypatia gets on. . 

It Do not neglect writing me, my darlings, for my heart is very asd. 
With great love to dear Papa, and also to your own dear aelves.-Alwaya 
believe me, your faithful mother, S. L. BRADLAl1GH. It 

I have in this chapter said all I intend to say as to the relations 
between my father and my mother. I shan perhaps be pardoned 
-in my capacity as daughter. if not in that of biographer-for 
leaving the matter here, and not going into it more fully. It is a 
painful subject for one who loved her parents equally, and would 
fain have been equally proud of both. HonesUy speaking, I think 
I should never have had the courage to touch upon it at all had I 
not felt that my duty to my father absolutely required it. He 
allowed . himself to be maligned and slandered publicly and 
privately on the subject of his alleged separation from bis wife. but 
be never once took up the pen to defend himself. Hence it 
.. :!Comes my unhappy duty to give the world for the firet time 
some real idea of the truth. 
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HYDE PARK MEETINGS, 1855. 

IN the summer of 1855, Mr Bradlaugh for the first time took par~ 
in a great Hyde Park meeting. He went, like so many others, 
merely as a spectator, having no idea that the part he would be 
called upon to play would lead him into a position of prominence. 
In order to get a little into the spirit of that Hyde Park meeting, 
I must recall a few of the events which led up to it. 

A Bill had been introduced into the House of Commons by L~rd 
Robert Grosvenor which was called the New Sunday Dill or the 
Sunday Trading Bill, and had for its object the prevention of the 
whole of that small trading by poor vendors, with which we are 
familiar in certain parts of the metropolis to-day. Who has not 
seen or heard of the Sunday marketing in Petticoat Lane, Leather 
Lane, Golden Lane, Whitecross Street, and many such another 
place 1 This small trading is very useful, and in many cases 
absolutely necessary to the very poor, who, being at work all the 
week, would not otherwise have time for the purchase of the 
Sunday dinner-the one real dinner of the week-shoes, or such 
other articles of clothing as decency compels them to have even 
when their slender purses almost forbid the purchase. Lord Robert 
Grosvenor's Bill fell amongst these like a bombshell, causing the 
wildest excitement and indignation. * 

• The following handbill, which was circulated after the second reading of tho 
Sunday Trading Bill,and put in evidence at the Royal Commission subse
quently, held, will give a good idea as to the extont oftha proposed moosUl'e • 

.. Tyraunical attack upon the Liberty of the people. Proposed prohibition 
oC Sunday trading. The New Bill brought in by Lord Robert Grosvenor, 
Lord Ebrington, and Mr M. Chambers proposes to prevent trading on Sundays 
within the Metropolitan Police District and city of London, and the liberties 
thereof. It enacts' that all persons selling, offering, or exposing for sale, or 
causing to be sold or exposed for sale (on Sundays) any goods, chattels, effects, 
or things whatsoever, shall, on summary conviction thereoF, be fined 59., and 
on a second conviction, this fine may be incl'eased to 40s. ; and the fines wi11 

62' 
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Then i~ waa tha' ~e excitement of the people needed. to find 
.oDIe expression in action. and J. B. Leno, the working man poet, 
and others, turned. the popular feeling 10 account by directing it 
into the form of an unmistakable protest agains~ this class of 
legislation. Amongs~ the handllills put in circulation waa the 
following, calling a meetin~for June 24th:-

.. New Sunday Bill to put 00""11 newspapers, shaving, smoking, eating 
and drinking of aU kinds of food, or recreation for body or mind at 
preBent enjoyed by poor people. An open-air meeting of the artizans, 
mechanics, and lower orders of the metropolis will be held in Hyde 
Park on Sunday afternoon nut, to Bee how religiously tbe aristocracy 
obeene tbe Sabbath, and how careful tbey are not to work their servants 
or their cattle on tbat day (WI, Lord Robert Grosvenor's speech). Tbe 
meeting is summoned for three o'clockon the right bank of the Serpentine, 
looking t.1I'IU'ds Kensington Gardens. Come and bring your wives and 
families with you, that tbey may benefit by the example set tbem by 
their bettera.-A Ratepayer oj· W Gl1OOrlA.-

The outcome of all this waa that large numbers of people found 
their way into Hyde Park on Sunday, June 24th. They came 

be cumulatiYe, and every &eparate act of Belling will be a separate off'enC8. 
The act will not apply to the sale of medicines or drugs, nor to the selling or 
crying of milk or eream befote II Lm. or after 1 p.m., nor to the selling or 
offeriog of aoy nenpaper or periodical befote 10 Lm., nor to the &ale of fruit, 
cooked victuals. or any unfermented beverage before 10 Lm. aod after 1 p.m •• 
nor to the lale of mea'. poultry, fisb. or game, before II Lm.. from the 31st 
of May to the lst of October in eacb year, nor to tbe exercise of the ordinary 
businees of a liceused vi.:toaller or innkeeper. Bntchers and others delivering 
meat, fisb, or game, after II a.m. on Sondays, will be liable to the penalties 
above meotiooed. Nor will that userul e1ass of the commonity, tbe barbers 
and hairdressers, be exempted, if tbey presume to' do business' after ten 
o'clock ou Sunday mornings, io which ease tbey may be fined 5s... aud.20s. for 
a _nd off'ence. It appean, however, that the paymeut of one penalty will 
protect the offending barber from auy farther fine on the same .tay. . Clause 6 
laves llenanta from the operation of the Act, and visita their disobedieoce on 
their muters or mistresses. The police are required to enforce the provisions 
of the Act. Penalties and costa may be levied by distress, and imprisonment 
may be inflicted in derault of payment for 14 days in the common gaol or 
house of correction. The peoalties will be appropriated to the eIpeDSe8 of the 
police forllll. No informatione are to be qWLBhed for informality, or to_be 
removed by certiorari into the Court of Queen's Benr.h. The Act (is) to 
commence (if passed) on the Ist day of November, or All Saints'Day, li5a. 
A more tyrannical measure W&8 never attempted to be forced upon tbe people 
of this coontry, and if tbis • Saints' Bill' ia allowed to pass, a much more 
alriogent Act will doubtleu foll(1w." 
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with the intention of holding a meeting of pro teat. A space was 
set aside for the meeting, and a Mr James Bligh called upon to 
preside. He began by addressing the people in very temperate 
language, but was Boon interrupted by an Inspector of Police, who 
.. politely told him he was authorised by the Commissioner of 
the Police to prevent any meeting being held in the Park; 
inasmuch as the Park was not public property, it would be illegal. .. 
The InspeCltor said that his, orders were imperative, and if the 
speaker continued speaking he would be obliged to take bim into 
custody. Sir Richard Mayne was present with a Superintendent 
of Police, and' although the meeting was broken up, nevertheless 
many thousands remained in the Park. These lounged along the 
carriage ways and greeted the carriages with groans and hooting, 
or chaffing and good-humoured sarcasm, each accordiJig to his, 
feelings. The aristocracy and wealthy commoners, who were 
taking their Sunday afternoon airing at their ease in the Park, 
did not at all approve of the attendance and attention of the 
multitude. The ladies and gentlemen reclining in their carriages 
were asked why they allowed their eervants to work on Sunday, or 
were told to IC go to Church," an order which some met by shaking 
their Church Services in the faces of the throng, or by eneers; 
wllilst others, such as Eord and Lady Wilton, Lady Granville, and 
the Duke and Duchess of Beaufort, were so frightened that they 
got out of their carriages at the demand of the crowd and trudged 
it on foot. 

This little taste of the delights of showing the wealthy their 
power and of giving them a little bit of a fright only inflamed the 
people the more. During the week following the 24th the excite
ment continued to increase, and more handbills and placards were 
distributed. A very witty placard issued by the IC Leave us alone 
Club," and some amusing lines, .are quoted in Mr Headingley's 
Biography j while another which met with great success was 
in the following terms :-

-GO TO CHURCH I" 

.. Lord Robert Grosvenor wislles to drive us all to churcb! Let us go 
to church with Lord Grosvenor next Sunday morning! We can attend on 
his Lordship at Park Lane at half-past ten: • go to ch!lrch' with him, 

'then go home to dinner, an<l be back 'in time to see 'our friends' in 
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Hyde Park. Come in your best clothes, as his lordship is very 
particular." 

In the Ho-use, Lord Grosvenor fanned the fiames of the popular 
excitement outside by an express refusal to withdraw the Bill, and 
by stating his fixed determination to pr"ess the measure. The si~s 
of the increasing agitation amongst the people were so marked that 
Sir Richard Mayne, Commissioner of Police, became alarmed, 
espeoialIy as the police superintendents of various districts reported 
to him tbat large numbers of people were likely to attend the Park 
on the Sunday; and on June 29th he communicated with Sir 
George Grey, then Home Secretary, from whom, as he stated later 
(In to the Commission, he received instructions to draft a document 
forbidding the meeting. 

This notice was printed in one or two .newspapers 'on the 
morning of Saturday the 30th, but not issued in the form 
of a handbill until the afternoon. It was then &Iso posted 
throughout the metropolis, and on Sunday morning at the Par.k 
Gates. 

In common with the rest of the London public, Mr Bradlaugh 
read this police notice, and directly he read it he felt convinced 
that the Commissioner of Police had no power to prevent. a 
meeting in the Park. He therefore, after due consideration, 
resolved not to submit to this order, but to take part in the 
general concourse-one can hardly call it a meeting, since any 
attempt to form in a mass and listen to speeches had been 
prevented on the previous Sunday-in the Park, and if necessary 
to resist in his own perilon any active interference on the part 
of the police. 

The Ist. of July arrived, and people from every district of 
London and aI~ round about flocked to the Park, crowding parti
cularly towards the north side of the Serpentine. Although 
shpwing every disposition to be in the main quiet and orderly, 
the temper of the crowd was much less good-humoured than on 
the previous Sunday; the police placards had acted as a very 
successful irritant, and this feeling of irritation was kept up and 
augmented by the sight of the wealthy ones parading up and 
down in their carriages. As on the former Sunday, they were 
greeted with groans and hooting, and so much vigour was thrown 
into the groans that in two or three cases the high-spirited' horses 
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took fright, aud serious accidents appeared' probable. At this 
point the ,police cllarged the people, and naturally enough rioting 
(so-called) was the result. Many persgns were hurt, and seventy 
were taken prisoners. The' police accommodation at the Marl
borough Street Police Station proved totally inadequate for so 
large a numher of prisoners, and the condition of the cells was 
compared with that of the Black Hole in Calcutta. My father 
was in the Park with my grandfather, Mr A. Hooper, and what 
he did there may be learned a'little later on from his own· 
words. 

This'demonstration in Hyde Park produced such an impression 
that on the following day, the 2nd of July, Lord Robert Grosvenor, 
in answer to a question put to him in the House of Commons, 
said he was in "rather an awkward predicament," a statement 
which we can readily believe. His Bill, the Honourable Member 
insisted, was in reality intended to increase the amount of holiday 
possible to "the overtaxed thousands of the metropolis. But," he 
went on, .. cpnsidering this is one of those me!lsures which are 
peculiarly liable to misrepresentation and ridicule; considering 
also the late period of the session, and the formidable opposi
tion I am threatened with, I think it would not be right to 
keep up the irritation \)that at the present moment exists for 
the bare chance of passing this measure during the present 
session." 

This abandonment of his Sunday Bill in a fright by .. Saint" 
Gtosvenor, as he was nicknamed, was a tremendous triumph to 
all those whom it affected, a triumph happily not marred by any 
punishment being inflicted on the men arrested on various charges 
connected with the demonstration, for when these were brought 

. into court on the Monday they were all discharged. At the 
John Street Institution a meeting was held to protest against the 
action of the police, to express sympathy with the injured, and to 
collect subscriptions on their bebaU. * 

• Probably the re-folma1iioll of the National Suuday League on its present 
bo.sis in the autnmn of 1855 was in great degl'ee owing to the attempted 
Sunday legislation ot the summer; and it will I'erhaps l1e news to most of 
the Sunday Leagl\ers of to-day that in the March of 1856 Mr Bradlaugh was 
actively engaged in trying to form a branch of the League in the East End, 
of which he was the Secretary pro. t61l'., and which was to hold ita meetings 
In the Hayfield Coffee House, M.ile End Road. 
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A Royal Commission was appointed" to inquire into the alleged 
distul'bances of the publio peace in Hyde P.ark, Sunday, July 1st, 
1855; and the conduct of the metropolitan' police in connection 
with the same." This Commission sat continuously day by day 
from Tuesday, J uly 11th, to Thursday, August 2nd. The Jlittings 
were held in the Court of Exchequer, and ~he CGmmission heard 
eighty-six witnesses on the part of the complainants, and ninety
three for the police. Amongst the eighty-six witnesses was my 
father, who was examiried on the 20th July. I quote the ques
tions, with their often extremely characteristic answers, from the 
Parliamentary Blue Book. * 

"lIr C. BRADLAUGB examined by Mr Mitchell :-

.. Where do you reside 1-At No. 13 Warner Street Soutb" Hackney 
Road. 

"You are a .solicitor's elerk 7-1 am . 
.. Were you in Hyde Park on the 1st of July 1-1 W8& 

" At what time 1-From about balf-past three to half-past six. -. 
.. Where did you walk during that time 1 I walked COlDpletely over 

the park, round by the earriage drive, and all round during that time. 
"Did you see a man in a cab with severnl policemen I-Yes. 1 saw 

a man being driven along in a cab with three polieemen in the cab, a 
man with no shirt on; he was without hi. shirt, he was trying to look 
out, and I saw a policeman strike him over the temple. with hie 
truncheon. 

"Then! were three policemen in the eab I-Yes. 
II Mr Stuart Wortley: A man without" shirt I-Yea. 
"Mr Mitchell: l>id you see anybody attacked I-Yes, I saw a rush 

made out on to the greensward. 1 went forward, and 1 saw four or five 
policemen striking a short man: his bat was knocked with a truneheon, 
and he beld up his hands and said, 'For God's sake, do not hit me
take me I' 

"Did they eontinue to hit him I-Yes; 1 ran forward, and put one 
truDcheon back with my gloved hand, and 1 said, ' The next man that 
strikes 1 will knock him down! ' 

" What did they do then 1-Then they lelt olt' litriking him, and they 
put him between two policemen, and I suppose .he was taken away in 
eustody. 

"They found that you were rather a strongish man I-They would 
!'Were you attacked by the police 1-1 was standing on the graSI . 

• Vol. XXIII. 1556, pp. ,146, 141. 
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just after that, and they made another sortie out from the roadway, and 
o~ered the people to move on, and they moved as fast as they could. 
One of them came up to me, and began to push me with his truncheon, 
upon which I said to him: i Do not do that, friend; you have no right 
to do it, and I am stronger than you are.' He then beckoned to two 
others, who came up, and I took hold of two of the truncheons, one in" 
each hand, and I said to the centre one: • If you attempt to touch me, 
I will take one of those truncheons, and knock you down with it!" I 
took the two truncheons, and I wrested them, and I showed them that 
I could do it. " 

"Did they tllen leave 10~ alone 7:-Yes ; the people that cam~ behind 
me picked me up and carried me up about 100 yards, back, cheering 
me. 

"Mr Stuart Wortley.-Did they take you off your legs I-Yes, and 
I thought it was the police behind for a moment. 

"!Ilr Mitchell.-You were in the Park for three hours I-Yes. 
" How were the people behaving'l-I never saw a large assemblage 

of people behaving so well 
II YOIl were with your father-in-law, were you not'l-Yes, I was. 
II Wbat time in the day was this particular occurrence' -About half. 

an-hour before I left. 
"Mr Henderson.-The people gathered round you 'l-Yes. I did not 

want to be a self-constituted ieader, and immediately I could 1 got 
away from the press andJ)came away. I left about half-past six, a few 
minutes after or a few minutes before. 

"Mr Stuart Wortley.-Had the excitement in the Park incressed 
a good deal at that time 'l-Yes; I felt excited by seeing men, una.ble to 
de rend themselves, knocked about. 

.. Mr Mitchell.-Did you see any other rush of the police at the 
people 7-1 saw several nlshes. I could not understand the reason for 
them at all, except on one occasion; I saw one mounted superintendent 
stretch out his arlll, and I saw a rush immediately in the direction that 
his arm went . 

.. What" sort of a horse Itad he 1-1 could not see; 1 was on the sward. 
I only noticed a mounted man, 

.. You would .not know him: if you saw him again 7-Yes; I think 
80 :" 'I should" certainly know him if I saw him mounted. 

.. Can you say whether he had whiskers or not 7-Yes; I think he 
had, but that is more an impression than anything else. • 

"Did you see them strike any woman '-I saw in the rush, in one of 
them, a man and two women thrown down, and I saw the police run 
over them. They did not strike them, but they ran right over them. 
I made s' remark to my father-in-law: • It is lucky tItey are no sisters 
of mine, or else they would stop to pick them up.' 

.. You did not go illtd the Park to resist the police 1-Decidedly DOt. 

\ 
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I "·ent in consequence of seeing the notice of Sir Richard Mayne 
forbidding it, and to see what took place there. 

.. Out of curiosity '-Not exactly. I had heard it said that they were 
raUle, and I did not believe it, and I went to Bee for myself. 

.. ¥our indignation was not excited till you got there I-Not till Borne 
time after I had been there. At first I should have come away. The 
police were doing nothing, and at first everytbing seemed· to be very 
quiet. There was no kind of meeting, except tbat there had be,en a 
large concourse of people. I should have come away but for those 
rushes of the police amongst the people. 

"They were not a disorderly crowd I-No. 

"Cross·examined by Mr Ellis :-

., ¥ou spoke of Sir Richard Mayne'. proclamation as forbidding tbi. 
meeting. Did you read it 7-Yes. 

II Does it forbid it I-The tenor of it seemed to me to be forbidding 
the assemblage, and I had not heard then, and have not heard now, 
that Sir Richard Mayne has any power to forbid my going into the 
Park i therefore I went. ' 

.. I think that the language of this proclamation is, that all well
disposed persons are requested to abstain. You do not ca1ltbat foro· 
bidding I-When those police notices are put up I remember one place 
where I was requested to abstain from going to, some few years ago ; 
and when I went tbere I found tbat the request to abstain was enforced 
in a precisely similar way. by striking the people with truncheons who 
went there. That was at Bonner's Fields. 

Were any persons struck with truncheons there 7-Yes. 
.. Surely the police were armed with cutlasses I-rthink I remember 

two being drawn as well i but I know some of them were struck with 
trnncheons. I was struck with a truncheon myself, so that I am 
perfectly capable of remembering it. 

" ¥ou were at Bonner's Fields 7-1 was. 
"Mr Stuart Wortley.-Is there anything else that you wish to add f

Nothing. 
"The witness witbdrew.-

In his "Autobiograpby" * Mr Bradlaugh eays: "I was very 
proud tbat day at Westminster, when, at the conclusion of my 
testimony, the Commissioner publicly thanked me, and the people 
who crowded the Court of the Exchequer cheered me. 

• The Autobiography oC Chal·lea Bradlaugh. A puge from bia liCe, wlitteD' 
ill 187:1 for the NrUilnuJZ 1U/ormw. 
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This "'~ a mat step in a course in which I have never flinched or 
wavered." . 

Before dismissing this Sunday Trading qnestion altogether, I may as well ' 
notice here that in the succeeding year my father made a short hnmorous 
compilation of some of the more striking II English Sunday laws" for the 
JlM.sm&er. I am ignorant how many of these are still in force, but I repeat 
part of the article here: as a trifle from my father's pen,it will be welcome 
to some, and in others it may, perhaps, provoke inquiry &!' to how many of 
these restrictions are binding (in law) npon us to-daY • 

.. Travelling in a stage or mail coach on a SlUlday is lawfnl, and the driver 
is lawfnlly employed. Contracts to carry passengers in a stage coach on a 
Sunday are therefore binding, but the driver of a van travelling to and from 
distant towns,· luch as London and York, is unlawfnlly employed, and may be 
prosecnted and fined 2Os. for each offence; and presuming that the law9 of 
God and England are in nnison, the driver of the van will be dsmned for
Sabbath breaking, and the driver .of the coach will go to heaven for the same 
offence. 

II Mackerel may be sold on Sunday either before or after Divine service. 
"There is no offence against the c;ommon law of England in trading or 

working on a Snnday; therefore the statutes must be strictly construed. If 
a butcher should shave on a Sunday, he would commit no offence, because ib 
would not be following his ordinary calling. 

"Persons exercising their calling on a Sunday are only subject to one 
penalty, for the whole is' but one offence, or one act of exereising, althongh 
con tinned the whole day. A baker, a pastrycook, or confectioner, is liable 
to be prosecuted if selling bread or pastry before nine or half-past one o'clock 
on the Sunday • 

.. If the Archbishop of Canterbury's cook, groom, footman, butler, and all 
ether his men servanta and maid servants do not each of them attend church 
every Sunday, they may, be prosecuted and fined. 

"If the Archbishop of Canterbury's coachman drive his master to chnrch 
on Sunday, if his footmen stand behind his carriage, these being their 
ordinary callings and not works of charity or necessity, they may be prose· 
euted and fined lis. each. 

II Tobaccouists may be prosecuted for selling tQbacco and cigars on a 
Sunday. 

II Railway officials may be punislaed for working on a Sunday; certainly 
on excursion trains. 

II The stokers aud men employed on the steamboats plying to Gravesend, 
etc., are also liable to prosecution, although a few watermen enjoy the privi. 
lege of Sabbath-breaking by Act of Parliament. 

II Civil contracts made on a Sunday are void with some few exceptions, 
viz. a soldier may be enlisted on a Sunday. AJabonrer may be hired on a 
Suuday. A guarantee may be given for the faithful services of a person 
about to b, employed. A bill of exchange may be drswn lin a Son day. 

"mm P108_ mOlt not be . served on a Suuday, but an ecclesiastical 
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citation may; therefore the Church reserves to itself the right Q{ 8abbllta 
breaking on all occasions. 

II A cookshop may be open on II Sunday for the sale of viCtUII1a. 

II Every person who should go to Hyde Park, or IIny of the other park., 
to hear the band play, it out of his own parish, is liable to be fined 3s. ~. 

II If two or three go from out of their smoky city residences to the sea to 
6th. or to the green fields to play clicket, they may each be tilled II .. ~. if 
or.t of the parish in which they f85ida." . 



CHAPTER VIIt. 

THE ORSINI ATrEMPT. 

'IHE fhst allusion which I can find to any lecture delivered by 
my father after his return from Ireland appears in the Reasoner, and 
is the briefest possible notice, in which no comment is made, either 
upon th~ speaker or upon his name, although I find the nom de 
guerre of" Iconoclast" and the subject (Sunday Trading and Sunday 
Praying) given. We may, therefore, conclude that by this time" 

. . --he had become a tolerably familiar figure on the London Free-
thought platform. The next reference I come across relates to bis 
first lecture, given on 24th August 1855, on behalf of Mr B. B. 
Jones, the aged Freethinker who sheltered bim on his first leaving 
bome, and for whose benefit he afterwards lectured every year 
during the remainder of the kindly old veteran's life. 

In the latter part of 1856 my father's lectures are referred to 
in the reports of meetings with tolerable rcgularity, and I gather 
that even at that time he was lecturing four or five times a month. 
He lectured at a little hall in Philpot Street, Commercial Rond j 
Finsbury Hall, Bunhill Row j at a hall in St George's Road, near 
the "Elepllnnt and Castle," afterwards given up by the Free
thinkers who were accustomed to hire it on Sundays, because they 
did not approve of the uses to which it was put during the week j 

at the Hoxton Seculnr Class Rooms, 101 High Street-j and the 
John Street Institution, Fitzroy Square. 

Amongst his many and varied occupations he yet contrived to 
make time for study, for in the same year he was 'lecturing on 
Strauss' "Life of J eaua," and Mahomet and the Koran, in addition 
to the more general questions of the Existence of God, Material
ism, etc. And here I may cite a little instance showing that my 
father's power of repartee was a very early development. He 
happened to be lecturing upon "The God of the Bible," and in 

• JulV 1855. 
82 
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the discussion which ensued" a Christian gentleman, y" Dunn, 
• • • • informed his auditory that it was only by God's mercy they 
existed at all, as all men had been tried and condemned before 
their birth, and were now prisoners at large." My father in his 
reply prom pUy took CI objection to this phrase, as implying that 
society was nothing more than a collection of • divine ticket-of
leave men.''' 

In 1856, too, Mr Bradlaugh once more ventured into print. 
His first essay in the publishing way, it may be remembered, was 
the little pamphlet on the" Christian's Creed," whieh he dedicated 
to the Rev. l\Ir Packer. This time he issued, in conjunction with 
John Watts and" Anthony Collins," a little pUblication called 
co Half-hours with Freethinkers," which came out in fortnightly 
numbers, and opened on October let with a paper on Descartes 
from the pen of CI Iconoclast." Two series were ultimately issued, 
each of twenty-tour numbers, but some time elapsed between the 
two; in fnet, the second did not come out until 1864, and was 
edited by my fathei and Mr J ohn Watts. These stories "of the 
lives and doctrines of those who have stood foremost in the ranks 
of Freethought in all countries and in all ages" met with a hearty 
welcome, and are in demand even to this day; several were at the 
time reprinted in America by the Boston Investigator. 

The new year of 1857 opened with a promise of growing activity 
by an address from" Iconoclast" to a party of Secular friends who 
had assembled in the hall at Philpot Street, to watch the New 
Year in, and by a course of ten (or twelve) lectures in criticism of 
the Bible, which he commenced on the following day. On the 
12th of February, also, was held his first discussion, or at least 
the first I can find recorded, if we except the youthful encounters 
of Warner Place. The discussion between .. Mr Douglas and 
Iconoclast" took place at the little Philpot Street Hall; but who 
Mr Douglas was I know not, for the report is limited to a mention 
of an allusion by the Christian advocate to Atheists as " monsters, 
brutes, and fools," which was-as we may well believe-" severely 
commented on by • Iconoclast.' " 

Another and more important work, however, was begun in the 
early spring of 1857. This was "The Bible: what it is: BeiDg 
an examination thereof from Genesis to Revelation." This work, 
advertised by my father as "intended to relieve the Society"for 
Promoting Christian Knowledge from the labour of retranslatiDg the 
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Bible, by proving that it is not worth the trouble and expense," it 
was arranged should be issued in fortnightly numbers by Holyoake 
& Co., whose" Fleet Street House," situate at 147 Fleet Street, was 
to a considerable extent maintained by the Freethought party. After 
the third number, Mr G. J. Holyoake declined to publish, on the 
ground that Mr Bradlaugh would probably go too far in his mode 
of criticism, and that by publishing the book he would be identified 
with it. This seemed an inadequate reason, since 1.1r Holyoake 
published Spiritualistic works, a "Criminal History of the Clergy," 
and 'other books, with which he was most certainly not identified. 
Later Mr Holyoake based his refusal to. publish on the ground 
that a short passage in the third number referring to the suggestion 
that the third chapter of Genesis was intended as an allegorical 
representation of the union of the sexes, was obscene. Mr 
Bradlaugh was both surprised and indignant, as well he might be, 
and wrote a letter to the Inve8tigator,* explaining his position 
fully. He was obliged henceforward to publish his work himself; 
Mr Edward Truelove, who then had a bookseller's business at 240 
Strand, generously rendering every assistance in his power. 

By this time also he had become a regular contributor to the 
Investigator, and his first articles were upon the "Lives of Bible 
Hel'oes "-Abraham, Moses, David, and Cain, each following in 
turn. 

On the 22nd of February 1858 1.lr Truelove was arrested 
by Government warrant for the publication of a pamphlet written 
by Mr W. E. Adams," Is Tyrannicide Justifiable 1" in which 
was discussed the attempt made by Orsini upon the life of the 
French Emperor. 

Referring to this, my father wrote some notable words in 
his Autobiography of 1873. "I became," said he, "Honorary 
Secretary to the Defence, and was at the same time associated 
with the conduct of the defence of Simon Bernard, who was 
arrested at the instigation of the French Govcrnment for alleged 
complicity in the Orsini tragedy. , It was at this period I gained 
the friendship of poor Bernard, which, without diminution, I 
retained until he died; and also the valued friendship of Thomas 
Allsop, which I still preserve. My associations were thence
forward such as to encourage in me a strong and bitter feeling 

• The I7IfIIst(gator. A Journal DC Seculal'ism, edited by Robert Cooper. 
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against the late Emperor Napoleon. Whilst -he was in power I 
hated him, and never lost an opportunity of working against him 
until the dkManu came. I am not sure now that I, always 
judged him fairly; but nothing, I think, could have tempted me 
either to write or' speak of him with friendliness or kindliness 
during his life. Le BIllig de mes amis etait BUT son arne. Now 
that the tomb covers his remains, my hatred has ceased j but no 
other feeling has arisen in its place. Should any of his family 
eeek to resume the Imperial purple, I should remain true to my 
political declarations of sixteen years since, and should exert 
IDYself to the uttermost to prevent France falling under another 
Empire. I write this with much sadness, ail the years 1870 to 
1873 have dispelled. some of my illusions, held firmly during 
the fifteen years which preceded. r had believed in such men 
lUI Louis BlanC. Ledru Rollin, Victor Hugo, as possible statesmen 
for France. I was mistaken. They were writers, talkers, and 
poets; good men to ride on the stream, or to drown in honest 
protest, but lacking force to swim against, or turn back, the tide 
by the might of their will. I had believed too in a Republican 
France, which is yet only in the womb of time, to be bom after 
many pangs and sore travailing." 

When Mr BradIaugh acted as Secretary for the Defence, his 
duties were performed. in no merely formal way, but with the 
utmost energy and enthusiasm. In order to -give more ~ime to 
this work, he sus~nded the publication of his Commentary on the 
Bible, and in issuing the ee Appeal" for the Defence fund wrote in 
earnest entreaty for his staunch and fearless friend, saying 
truly enough, II It would be a stain on us for years if we left poor 
Truelove to fight the battle of the press alone." 

But my father's sympathies were all his life long on the side of 
the weak and oppressed, and in this particular instance he came 
in personal contact with the friends and as&ociates of Orsini, if not 
with Orsini himself (which, indeed. I am under the impression 
was the case), so that the whole tone of his surroundings was 
anti-Napoleonic. Felice Orsini must have been personally known to 
many of the advanced thinkers in England, for I notice that in 
the winter of 1856 he was lecturing at Woolwich (and probably 
elsewhere) on II Austrian and Papal Tyranny in Italy." Those 
who knew him, even_ those who could not approve his deed, 
:ret. honoured and revered him as a hero and a martyr. 

lC 



CHARLES BRADLAUGH. 

:My lather spoke of him as "the noble, the bI'ave, the true· 
hearted Orsini." In 1859, writing of him: "One year since aud 
his blood was scarce dry! Bernard was a prisoner j Allsop a 
fugitive, Now ,Orsini lives: the spirit of his greatness passed 
iuto a hundred others, and the dead hero lives. Priests in their 
niasses say, 'Pray for the memory of the deadj' we say, '\Vork 
for the memory of the dead!' Orsini needs a monument o'er his 
grave. He is buried ill the hearts of the freemen of Europe, and 
his monument should be indestructible Republicanism throughout 
France, Italy, Hungary, and Poland." Alas! for my father's 
dreams of a Republic for those striving and oppressed nations. 
Poland still lies at the feet of Russia, Hungary is held in the iron 
grasp of Imperial Austria, and but a year or so ago Republican 
France and Monarchical Italy were ready to fly at one another's 
throats. 

The .result of the prosecution of Mr Truelove, which is told 
more fully at the end of this chapter by an abler pen than mine, 
was the abandonment by the Government of all .proceedings on 
certain cohditions j and although Mr Truelove, as well as his 
friends, would have preferred a trial and acquittal to a withdrawal 
on the conditions acce,llted by his counsel, nevertheless it was an 
undoubted triumph for the principle of the liberty of the press 
and free discussion. When at length the struggle ended it was 
proposed to raise- a sum of money to compensate Mr Truelove 
for the loss he must have sustained in his business, but this 
Mr Truelove, with true public spirit, chivalrously refused. 

Dr Bernard, in the conduct of whose defence Mr Bradlaugh 
was also associated, -seems to have been personally a most 

, lovable man. I do not think that I inyself recollect him, but 
he was so of~n spoken of in our family,and always with affec
tion and regret, arid his photograph so proudly kept, that he 
seems a familiar figure in my early memories j thcre was a 
tradition, of which as a child I was immensely proud (as though 
I had played a conscious and inlportant part in the matter I ) that 
t1.e evening on which I was born, the 31st of March, my father 
,,'as delivering an oration upon Orsini in some Hall in London j at 
the conclusion he was fonowed home by the' police, and, being 
aware of the fact, he led his pursuers a- pretty chase. -The notes 
of this address were afterwards written out on thin paper and 
ironed, by an .expert laundress attachllil tQ my fl\ther and mother. 
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into tbe folJs of Dr Bernard's shirt and conveyed to him in pri80n. 
In • notice which he wrote of a meeting of the Political Reform 
League in the October of the same year, ?tlr Braillaugh alludes to 
the presence of" Simon Bernard, who with his frank and good
humoured bearing seems quite unlike a conspirator." He not 
infrequently took the chair at. Dr Bemard's meetings at St. 
?tlartin'. Hall, Long Acre, and elsewhere, returning home on one 
occasion with fundry rents in his coat, the result of Catholic objec
tions to Dr Bernard's strictures on the Pope, aideJ by the rancour 
of persona friendly to Louis N apolcon. 

lIr Headingley· says that when Dr Bernard was tried, great 
anxiety was felt as to the verdict; and when it was known tItat one 
of tbe jurymen was a friend, he was sent into tbe jury box with bis 
pocket full of sandwiches, 80 that he should not yieM forwant of food. 
But this proved a needless precaution, for the jury returned witb a 
verdict of Not guilty after a consultation of less than an hour-and
a-half. Amongst olher exciting incid~nts of the time, which he 
learned from lDy father's own lips, lli Headingley relates that-

II Before the trial, and wbile Bernard lay in prison awaiting his rate, 
considerable fear was entertained lest he I!hould be surreptitiously given 
up to the French authorities. .A. watch was therefore instituted over 
the prison; communications, in spite of all regulations to the eontrnry. 
were establii!hed with the prisoner; and the Defence Committee kept 
inrormed .. to everything that happened within the walls. Had 
Bernard been removed, there were friends ever close at hand. both -
night and day, ready to give the alarm. .A. riot would very probably 
haye ensued, and an attempt made to rescue Bernard in the confll8ion. D 

He goes on to 8&y that "the organization of all these precautionary 
measures involved a great deal of labour, and required much tact. The 
presence of French police spies was supplemented by the interference 
of Englii!h spies; and against tbese it was necessary for Bernard's mends 
to be on the alert. On one c)(:casion some mounted police followed 
Bradlaugh to his home in Cassland Road, Hackney. At another tilDe 
lIe entered a restaurant near Leicester Square with Dr Bernard and 
Mr Sparkhall, an old and trusty friend, who subsequently joined and 
helped to organize the Englilih leW',n that fought 80 well for Garibaldi. 
While they were discussing a French spy came in, and sItting down in 
the next compartment, soon pretendtld to be asleep. Bradlaugh, recog
nising the individual, leaned over the" compartment, took a long spill, 
as if to light a cigar, and held the buminjt paper under the spy's DOse. 

• Biograpby of Chuies Bradlaugb. 
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.AA tlu{ man was only prete~ding to be asleep, this treatment did not fail 
to awake him most promptly. Further, this manner of dealing with 
him left no room for doubt as to hie having been recognised, and he 
thereforI)-. simply rose and quietly left the restaurant, without even 
protesting against the burn inflicted on his most prominent feature. So 
numerous were the foreign spies in London at that time, that popular 
irritation was excited, and once Bernard himself was mistaken by a mob 
in the Park, and attacked as a French spy. His friend. had great 
difficulty in shielding him and in persuading his aggressors that they 
were mistaken." 

Thomas Allsop, * mentioned by Mr Bradlaugh in the same 
sentence with Bernard, was also' present at the Reform League 
meeting, and he is described by my father as "a straightforward 
old gentleman, carrying his years well, and apparently untroubled 
by the late harassing events; his head gives you an idea of power 
and dogged determination-itjs worth more than £200." These 
last words r.ofer, I believe, to a reward of £200 which was oifel'ed 
for the apprehension of Mr Allsop. in connection with the Orsini 
matter. Apart from the striking personality it represents, the 
nnme of Thomas Allsop will always bear a peculiar interest to 
admirers of Charles Bradlaugb, for it was }le who bestowed upon 
the, even then, "stron~ man and strenuous fighter" the motto 
"Thorough," which bis after life so amply justified, and of'which 
lle w~s so proud, saying, "When my work is over, and the stone 
covers the spot wherein I lie, may I be entitled to have the word 
• Thorough' carven upon its face." . 

It was during these years of political excitement that my father 
became acquainted with Mazzini, Crispi, de Boni, Ledru. Rollin, 
Louis Blanc, and W. J. Linton. 

The author of the" Tyrannicide" pamphlet has been so good as 
to write for me his "Recollections of Charles Bradlaugh;" and as 
the references to· tIlis period are very interesting, I cannot do 
better than incorporate them here just as he sent them to me :-

" It was in 1858," Mr \Y". E. Adams tells us, II that I first made 
the personal acquaintance of Charles Bradlaugh. Mr Bradlaugh 
was at that time know~ only as 'Iconoclast,' the general public 

• Mr Allsop will be known to the English publio as the author of the 
"Recollections of Samuel Taylor Coleridge." He died a few years before my 
father, and he lies near his friend at Brookwood. 
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having, I think, a very indistinct iuea what his real name was. I 
had heard him as C Iconoclast' at the old John Street Institution, 
where many another dead and gone controversialist had won 
plaudits from the listening crowd..: Dr Mill, Henry Tyrrell, 
Samuel Kydd, Robert Cooper. There, too, the veteran Thomas 
Cooper had recited 'Paradise Lost,' or told the eloquent story of 
the cause of the Commonwealth. Iconoclast, then a tall, slender, 
yet powerful young man, with a- face stern enough for an adjutant, 
and a carriage equal to that of an Elizabethan hero, was beginning 
to claim admission to the ranks of the leaders of advanced thought. 

liThe year 1858 was the year of Felice Orsini's attempt on the 
life of IAuis Napoleon. I was at that time, and had been for 
lome yeare previously, a member of a Republican association, 
which was formed to propagate the principles of Mazzini When the 
pI'ess, from one end of the country to the other, joined in a chorus 
of condemnation of Orsini, I put down on paper some of. the 
arguments and considerations which I thought told on Orsini's 
side. The essay thul produced was read at a meeting of one of 
our branches, the members attending which earnestly urged me to 
get the piece printed. It occurred to me also that the pUblication 
might be of service, if only to show that there were two sides to 
the question' Tyrannicide.' So I went to Mr G. J. Holyoake, 
then carrying on business as a publisher of advanced literature in 
Fleet Street. Mr Holyoake not being on the premises, his brother 
Austin asked me to leave my manuscript and call again. When I 
called again Mr Holyoake returned me the paper, giving among 
other reasons for declining to publish it that he was already in 
negotiation with Mazzini for a pamphlet on the same subject. 
• Very well,' said I, • all I want is that something should be said 
on Orsini's side. If Mazzin~ does this, I shall be quite content to 
throw my production into the fire.' A few days later, not hearing 
anything of tIle Mazzini pamphlet, I left the manuscript with 
Mr Edward Truelove, with whom I have ever since maintained a 
close and unbroken fliendship. Mr Truelove seemed pleased with 
the paper, offered to publish it, and proposed to get it printed. 
The essay, as I had written it, was entitled 'Tyrannicide, a 
Justification.' Mr 'Truelove, however, suggested that it should be 
called 'Tyrannicide: is it Justifiable" Then there was no name 
to the production, which, I need not say, bore many marks of the 
immaturity of the author. Mr Truelove said it would be as well 
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to Jopt a nom de plume. :But if any name was to appear to the 
pa:;:~hlet .. I said I was disposed to think thlltit should be my 
own! .. .And so it came to pass that the pamphlet appeared with 
the title~' Tyrannicide: is it Justifiable 1 by W. E. Adams. 
Published by Edward Truelove, 240 Strand, London.'· Two or 
three days after the annonncement of the publication, whell only a 
few hundred copies had been sold, Mr Truelove was arrested, 
brought before the :Bow Street magistrate, and held to bail for 
publishing a seditious libel on Louis Napoleon. As a matter of 
course, nobody knew the author. It was suspected indeed that 
the name attached to the pamphlet was a fiction, and that the 
essay was the production of a French exile. 

" The arrest of Mr Truelove was regarded as an attack upon the 
liberty of the press-an attempt to restrict the right of public 
discussion. So regarding it, a number of gentlemen, prominently 
identified with advanced .opinions, formed what was ,called a 
'Truelove Defence Fund.' . Mr :Bradlaugb, who was among the 
first to volunteer assistance, was .appointed secr~tary of the com
mittee; the late James Watson accepted the office .of treasurer; 
and contributions and other help were received from John Stuart 
Mill, W. Cunningham, M.P., Dr Epps, Arthur Trevelyan, 
Professor F. W. New~an, 'V. J. Fox, M.P" Jos. Cowen, junr., 
Abel Heywood, P. A. Taylor, Harriet Martineau, etc. Six months 
after Mr Truelove had been arrested, the whole affair came to a 
most 'lame and impotent' conclusion. It was at the instance of 
Sir Richard Bethel, Attorney-General under Lord Palmerston, and 
probably at the instigation of the Government of Louis Napoleon, 
whom the pamphlet was alleged to have libelled, that the prosecu
tion was commenced. The case was withdrawn by Sir Fitzroy 
Kelly, Attorney-Generalnnder the Government of Lord Derby, on 
the understanding that 1If r Truelovo would sell no more of the 
pamphlets. Down to the evening preceding the day fixed for the 
trial, 'Mr Truelove, tbough he had doubts as to the result, fully 
expected that the matter would .be fought out. On that evening, 
however, whE'n it was too late to inshuct other counsel, Mr True
love was inform cd that the counsel already retained for the defence 
announced that the affair would have to be compromised. So it 
came to pass that Chief Justice Campbell, six months after the 
prosecution had been instituted, dismissed ?Ill-Truelove with many 
words of caution. It need not be said that ?lIr :Bradlaugh was us 
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much disgusted with thIs termination of the ease as Mr- Truelove , 
himself. The secret of the collapse, I think, was this :-Edwin 
James, who was retained for. the defence, and who had political 
ambitions wliich were never fully realised on account of misdeeds 
which compelled him to retire from public life and from his own' 
country, practically sold his client in order that the Government 
might be relieved from a distasteful and unpl~asant position." 



CHAPTER IX. 

EARLY LECTURES AND DEBATES. 

I DO not know at what date or at what place my father delivered 
his first provincial lectures, but the earliest of which I can find 
any record occurred in January 1858, when on the 10th of that 
month he delivered two lectures at Manchester, a town in which, 
as we shall see later on, he was not altogether unknown, although 
in_ a totally different -capacity. In reading the little there is 
to read about these- early lecturing days I have been impressed. 
with the fact that while in Lo~don his lectures were favourably 
received, and he wae evidently gaining goodwill as he went from 
one hall to another, in the country he seems to have touched 
the hearts and the feelings of his audiences for or against him 
wherever he went. At these first .Manchester lectures the re
porter writes: .. His manly, earnest, and fearless style of advocacy 
were much _admired, and evidently produced a deep impres
sion. Everybody who heard him wished to hear him again." 
In the April following he lectured in Sheffield, and from that tm;e 
forward his visits to the provinces were very frequent. Sheffield 
almost adopted him, and he went there again and again; in 1858 
and 1859 he went also to Newcastle, Sunderland, Brad~ord, 
Northampton, Doncaster, Acclington, Blackburn, Halifax, Bolton, 
and other towns, leaving a trail of excitement in his wake wher
ever he went. The descriptions of his personal appearance and 
the comments on his lectures at this time are more or less amusing. 
The first I will note here shall be one from his own pen, written 
to Mr Alfred Jackson in 1858, on tIle occasion of his earliest visit 
to Sheffield. He says: .. You ask mo to tell you how you may 
know mo. I am 6 ft. 1 in. in height, about twenty-five ye-ars 
of age, dress in dark clothing, am of fair complexion, with only the 
gliost of a prospective whisker." 

In a brief account of his Sheffield lectures that year my father 
72 
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say. tha~ when he reached the Temperance Hall & copy of the' 
Shejfield Independent was put into his hands, in which the Rev. 
Brewin Grant announced his intention to take no notice of him. 
But lIr Grant proved to be of a rather fickle temper, for on the 
morning 'following this first lecture "a small bill was printed and 
industriously circulated, entitled 'Iconoclast clasted,' being a 
challenge to myself from this very Brewin Grant who had previously 
determined not to notice me." On the first night Mr Bradlaugh 
llad "a perfect crowd of opponents; .. on the second he found that 
fresh troops had been levied against him. These" were led to the 
fray by the Rev. Eustace Giles (a stout Dissenting minister with 
a huge black bag). After the Jecture this gentleman rose to reply. 
and commonced by extracting from his bag three huge volumes of 
Van dor Hooght's Hebrew Bible. which he declared was the 
oliginal Word of God, and which he requested me to read aloud to 
the audience. I complied by reading and translating a verse, to 
each word of which Mr Giles and his coadjutors nodded approval." 

Going to Newcastle in September, my father found that the 
description of his personal appearance had so preceded him that 
the gentleman who met him, Mr Mills, cam~ "straight to me on 
the platform as though we were old acquaintances instead of meet
ing for the first time." In Newcastle he lectured twice in the_ 
Nelson Street Lecture Hall (which has quite recently. I believe, 
been turned into a market), and was fairly, if briefly, reported by 
the NewC48tle Daily Clironicle. While in the town he took the 
opportunity of listening to a lecture delivered by" J. Cowen, jun .... 
as M:r Joseph Cowen was then styled. . . 

From Newcastle he went 'to Sunderland, where a person who _ 
came from the Rev. Mr Rees, a clergyman of that place, -brought 
him a parody of the Church serville entitled .. The Secularist's 
Catechism," which was intended as so~e far-reaching and scathing 
sarcasm on the Secularist's" creed," but which is really as pretty 
a piece of blasphemy as ever issued from the pen of a Christian 
minister. Mr Bradlaugh tells how the person who brought it "gave 
it to me in a fearful manner. keeping as far away from me as 
possible. and evidently regarding me as a dangerous animal; lUi! 
backed towards the room door after putting the paper in my hand, 
and seemed relioved in mind that I had not in some mannel' 
personally assaulted him." 

On his next visit to Sheffield, where he wal announced to 
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deliver three lectures on three successive evenings, the walls _were 
!lovered with hills advising the people to keep away, and the clergy 
~n churc4 and cbapel publicly warned their congregations against 
attending the lectures. In spite of all these precautions (or was it 
because of them 7) the lectures were a decided success, the audiences 
increasing with each evening, until on the last .evening .. the large 
Temperance Hall was full in every part, tbe applause was 
unanimous, and not one opponent appeared." The visit of .. Icono
clast" to Bradford produced l\ great flutter in the clerical society of 
that town f and after he, left we hear that" almost every missionary 
and clerical speaker opened fire upon him," and one sensitive 
gentleman wrote to the Bradford Obse:rue:r expressing his grief that 
the Teetotal Hall should be "prostituted" by being let to the Free
thought lecturer. 

In his Autobiography my fatller himself puts the date of his 
first lecturing visit to Northampton as the year 1857, and this 
year is again given in the little book issued as a souvenir of the 
unveiling of the statue of their late member by tbe NOIthampton 
Radical Association in June 1894; but I am inclined to think tbat 
this is a mistake, that my father's memory misled him a little, and 
that he put the date a few months too early. In any case, although 
I bavemade diligent iJ/quiry, the first lectures of wbich I can find 
any note took place on Sunday and ?tronday, January 30th and 
31st, 1859,in the large room of tbe Wool pack Inn, Kingswell Stroet. 
On the Monday evening the chair was taken by the late Mr Joseph 
Gurney, .T.P., who, in company with his old friend Mr Shipman, 
had already hcard 1tfr Bl'adlaugh lecture at tbe John Street Institu
tion in London, and had been much impressed by the ability 
and e.'trnest eloquence of the young speaker. The people crowded 
the strcet outside the Woolpack Inn for some time before the 
doors of the lecture-room were open, and the room was packed in 
a few moments. I wonder how many times after that did Mr 
Gurney preside at densely-paeked meetings for 1t[r Bradlaugh! 
Mr Gurney himself subsequently attained all the municipaI
honours Northampton could bestow upon her deserving townsman, 
nominated Charles Bradlaugh seven out of eight times tbat he con
tested the borougb, and only did not nominate him on the eighth 

. occasion because his position as chief magistrate prevented him. 
In the fotowing March it was arranged that my father should 

lecture in the Guildhall, at Doncaster. Doncaster, with its 
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repubtion IlS a !'lice town, was also in those days the aboue of the 
... unco' gnid. .. Some of the inhabitants appear to ~ave been much 
put out at the proposed lecture, and certain "Friends of Religion," 
88 they called themselves, jssued a "Caution to the public, 
especially the religious portion," in whjch they, the .. Pe6ple of 
Doncnster," are entreated to give .. Iconoclast the extacy (Pic) of 
gazing on the un peopled interior of the Guildhnll." The" Friends of 
Religion" prefaced their entreaty by announcing that .. the juvenile 
destroyer of images" had been engaged as a .. grand speculation! II 
Presumably this" Caution" resulted in a famous advertisement, for 
the Dom:awfer Herald says tllat the Guildhall was "crowded to 
excess," and in writing his account· of the lecture, which he says 
W88 • II frantic panegyric in honour of hell and • blasphemous 
dennnciation of heaven," the reporter to this journal seems to have 
worbd himself up into a fine frenzy. One can almost see him 
with his tossed-back hair, his rolling eyes and gnashing teeth, as he 
hurled these dynamitic words at the readers of the Herald :-

• 
.. There boldly, defiantly. recklessly-with the air of the dreadnought 

bra\"o or the Alpine bandit-stood the creator's work [elsewh-:re styled 
• clayformcd ingrate 'J toiling, sweating, labouring strenuously, to heap 
Blander upon his creator, and to convert into odious lies the book by 
which that creator has made himself known to the world! ••• Need 
we go fartber to express onr more than disgust-our horror-at the fact 
of a young and accomplished man standing forth in crowded halls, and, 
wbile the beauteous moon· marches aloft in the vast and indefinable 
firmament, and the myriad of silvery stars shoot tIleir refulgent.- rays 
upon the desecrated lecture-room, actually telling the people that no 
God lives! no Supreme hand fretted tbe brave o'erhanging firmament 
with golden fire-no Jehovah made tbe wide carpet _of fair nature 
bespangled witb laughing flowers-no God made roaring seas and mighty 
rivers-no God revealed the Bible-no God made man ! ., 

One really needs to draw breath after aU that: the lecture
room lighted by star rays, the firmament fretted with golden fire, 
the laughing flowers and roaring seas, must surely have carried 
conviction. The Doncaster Oltronicle, if more prosaic, is not the 
less hoslile. Its report thus describes the lecturer:~ 

II He is a tall, beardless, whiskerlese youug man, with a pale face, and 
hlUl rather " harmless and prepossessing appearance "-[ compare the 
Herald', • Alpine bandit I' J-" certAinly not the. fierce individual we 
had previon~ly imngined him to be from the elements of destruction 
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indicated in his name-' the image breaker! ' He is a person possessing 
great lluency of speech, of ready wit, and the declamatory style of his 
oratory is well calculated to excite and carry away a popular audience." 

And the Chronicle, in a vain endeavour to outVie its colleagUe in 
choice epithet.'!, winds up by styling the arguments of Atheists as 
"the miserable sophistry of these' filthy dreamers,'" the delicate 
wording of which phrase would be hard for even a" coarse" Atheist 
to match, and urges that "for the sake of the yout\1 of our town, 
the municipal authorities· will not again lend the Guildhall for 
Buch an object." In Sheffield 1Ifr Bradlaugh was rapidly growing in 
popularity; lecturing there again immediately after his Doncaster 
lecture, he had an audience of 2000 persons to hear his address 
on "Has Man a Soull" 

Later in the year he was again in Doncaster, and this time the 
"Friends of Religion" had succeeded so far in their endeavours 
that the Granby Music Hall was refused, and it was rumoured that 
the lectures would not be permitted. .A. temporary platform was 
however erected under the roof· of the Corn Market, and, in lieu 
of the electric light of to-day, the lecturer was made dimly visible 
to his audience by means of a lamp raised upon a pole. The 
audicnce was said to ·number about 4000, "the hollow and partly 
arched roof of the Corn Market served as a sounding board, and 
the tones of· Iconoclast, whilst speaking, were distinctly heard 
through the surrounding streets. Although the town was in a 
state of considerable excitement, the meeting was on the whole 
very orderly." It WM a beautiful evening; and when the lecture 
was over several hundred persons escorted .. Iconoclast in a sort 
of triumphant procession" to his lodgings. As this "\"I'M not exactly 
in accordance with the anticipations of the" Friends of Religion," 
my father WM informed by the Mayor that several ma.,oistrates had 
protcsted against the use of the Corporate property (the Corn Mar
ket), which they had occupied without the express permission of the 
Corporation, and in consequence the lectures must be given elsewhere. 
Accordingly, a large open yard near the market was obtained for 
that night; and although no fresh announcement was made, the 
news rapidly spread throughout the town. At half-past seven Mr 
Bradlaugh began to speak from a waggOD. The subject was that 
of the" History and Teaching of Jesus Christ," and the audience, 
which increased every moment until it spread into the grounds 
of the adjoining Corn Market, ultimately numbering between 7000 
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and 8000 personll, was very quiet and attentive. Missiles were 
thrown from a neighbouring house, and fireworks also were thrown 
into the midst of the sssemblage; they were soon put out, but" one 
cracker was kept by the lecturer and placed among other Christian 
evidences." On returning from the meeting to his lodgings, .. a 
largo stone was thrOWD, which pal,tinIly stunned Iconoclast, and 
cut his hearl slightly," 

In .April he should have lectured at .Accrington, but the pro
prietor of the hall was a publican, and the clergy and magistrates 
of tile town had so worked upon his fears by threatening to refuse 
hill license at the next Sessions that he drew back from his agree
ment. No other room was to be obtained; and as numbers of 
people had come from long distances to hear my father, he got 
leave to address them from a showman's waggon; but when the 
showman-notorious for his intemperance all over the district
II found that Iconoclast approached spiritual subjects less freely 
than himself," he, too, retracted his permission. Not to waste his 
time altogether, however, Mr Bradlaugh attended a meeting of the 
.Accrington Mutual Improvement Society, at which, as it happened, 
tlle subject of the essay for the evening was" Jesus Christ." .At 
Bolton the Concert Hall was engaged for his lectures on the 20th 
and 21st September; but when Mr Bradlaugh came from London to 
deliver the lectures, ho found the walls placarded with the announce
ment that the lectures would not be permitted to take place. He 
brought an action against the Bolton Concert Hall Company for £1 
damages for breach of contract, the £7 representing the expense 
to which he had been put. The jury, however, after being absent 
a considerable time, gave a verdict for the defendants. Needless 
to say that the closing of the Concert Hall did not prevent. Mr 
Bradlaugh from lecturing in Bolton. Shortly afterwards the 
Unitarian Chapel, Moore Lane, was obtained, and he delivered 
three lectures on successive evenings, instead of two, as formerly 
announced. 

At Halifax, in tbis year, his lectures produced the usual 
excitement. The town missionary rushed into verse upon the 
subject of " Iconoclast and the Devil," and issued his polite reflec
tions in the form of a handbill. The lectures also resulted in a. 
sct debate between "Iconoclast" and the Rev. Mr. l\fatthias, 
wbich I shall notice later on. The story goes tbat at one of my' 
father's lectures Mr Matt~as was present, and wished to offer, 
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somo opposition at the conclusion. His friends sought to dissuade 
him, and even to hold hilll in his seat, but the reverend gentleman 
was so much in earnest, and was so excited, that he shook- off the 
restraining hands, crying, "Unhand me, gentlemen.: By heaven, 
I'll make a ghost of him that lets me." 

In Glasgow, that autumn, Mr Bradlaugh was threatened with 
prosecution for blasphemy, with the result that his lectures at the 
Eclectic Institute were better attended than they had been before. 
A little later the Procurator Fiscal informed him that the prosecu
tion was in his hands, and that" in the course of law" he would have 
to answer for his offence -in Glasgow" against the Holy Christian 
religion." I cannot find ~hat the matter was carried bcyond this, 
however, so I suppose the. Glasgow pietists contented themselves 
with empty threats. 

Although thus actively engaged in the provinces during 1858 
and 1859, my father by no means neglected work in London. He 
lectured at various halls on theological and political subjects, and 
took part in more general public work. In the spring of 1858 he • 
was elected President of the London Secular Society in the place 
of Mr G. J. Holyollke, and those who know anything of his 
unremitting labours as President of the National Secular Society 
will comprehend that he was no mere figure-head, or President in 
nanie ouly. Amongst other things, he immediately set about issuing 
a seriea of tracts for distribution, of which he himself wrote the first. 

011 May 16th Mr Bradlaugh spoke at the John Street Institution 
at the celebration of Robert Owen's 88th and last birthday, and a 
little thing happcned then which lie was always proud to recall 
It was Mr Robert Cooper's custom to read Mr Owen's papers to 
the public for him; but. on this particular evening he was himself 
in ill-health, al'ld bad already exhausted his strength in addressing 
the meeting. M r Owen had prepared a discourso OIl the. " Origin of 
Evil," which Mr Cooper commenced to read as usual; but ho being 
unable to cor.tinue, it fell to my father's lot to take up the reading. 
This was the last paper of Mr Owen's read in public, and almost 
the last public appe!IDlnce of the aged reformer, who. died on the 
17th of the following November • 

. In the provinces there -was often corudderable difficulty in the 
matter of hiring halls or in keeping the proprietor to his contract 
after the hall had been hired, but in London there Willi either lesl! 
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intolerance or more indifference, and the trouble arose less 
frequently. On one occasion, however, in March 1859, whtln ~fr 
Bradlaugh was to have lectured in the Saint Martiu'c) Hall on 
II Louis Napoleon," he recalls in his Autobiograp/iy that .. the 
Government-on a remonstrance by Count 'Yalewski as to 
language used at a previous meeting, at which I had presided for 
Dr Bernard-interfered; tIle hall was garrisoned by police, and 
the lecture prevented. lIr Hullah, the then proprietor, being 
indemnified by the authorities, paid damages for his breach of 
contract, to avoid a suit which I at once commenced against him." 

In the winter of 1858 my father became editor of the Investigator, 
originally edited by Robert Cooper, and he was flill of enthuSiasm 
and belief in his ability to make the little paper a success. It 
had at that time a circulation of 1250, and he estimated that 
jt needed tWice that Dumber to enable it to pay its printing and 
publishing expense!!. 

He commellced his conduct of the paper by a statement of his 
policy, and by a trenchant letter to Louis Napoleon. From the 
former I take tho opening and concluding words as giving his firSt 
editorial utterance : ... -

II We are investigators, and oUr policy is to ascertain facts and 
present them to our readers in clear and distinct language. If we 
find a mind bound round with Creeds and Bibles, we will select a 
sharp knife to· cut the bonds; if we find men prostrating them
selves, without inquiry, before idols, our policy is iconoclastic-we 
will destroy those idols. If we find a rock in our path, we will 
break it; but we will not quarrel with our brother who deems his 
proper work to be that of polishing the fragments. We believe all 
t.he religions of the world are founded on error, in the ignorance of 
natural causes and material conditions, and we deem it our duty 
to endeavour to expose their fwity. Our policy is therefore 
aggressive. We are, at present, of opinion that there is much to 
do in the mele clod-crushing sphere, in uprooting upas treel.', 
hewing down creed-erected barriers between man and man. and 
generally in negating the influence of the priest. Our policy is of 
a humble character; we a:'8 content to be axebearers and pioneers, 
cutting down this obstacle and clearing a way that. We respect the 

• rnflUtigator, November 1st, 1858, p. 124. 
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Bower who delights in the positive work of scattering seed on the 
ground, but we fear that the weeds destroy much of the fruit of 
his labours;- •••• 

.. There is no middle ground between Theism and Atheism. 
The genuineness and authenticity of the Scriptures are questions 
relevant to Secularism. It is as necessary for the Secularist to 

, destroy Bible influence as for the farmer to endeavour to eradicate 
the chickweed from his clover field. We appeal to, those who 
think our work fairly done to aid us in our labours; to those who 
will not work with us we simply say, do not hinder us . 

.. Our only wish and purpose is to make man happy, and this 
because in so doing we increase our own happiI!ess. The secret of 
true happiness imd wisdom lies in the consciousness that you are 
working to the fullest of your ability to make your fellows happy 
and- wise. Man can never be happy until he is free; free in body 
and in mind; free in thought and in utterance; free from crowns 
and creeds, from priest, from ,king j free from the cramping 
customs created by the influences surrounding him, and which 
have taught him to bow to a lord and frown upon a beggar. 
Liberty, Equality, Fraternity! That true liberty, which infringes 
not the freedom of my brother j that equality. which recognises 
no noblemen but the men of noble thoughts -and noble deeds j 
that fraternity which links the weak arm-in-arm with the strong, 
and, teaching humankind that union is strength, compels them to 
fraternise, and links them together in that· true brotherhood for 
which we strive." 

The second number of the Investigator under his editorship is 
interesting to-day, as containing his earliest printed views upon 
"Oath-taking;" the third is also notable for its paper on "Emerson," 
the first article from the pen of "B. V." (James Thomson); and in 
the fou,rth Mr W. E. Adams commenced his contributions. It is 
evident that my father spared no effort to make the paper "un
doubtedly useful," as he put it; but in spite of all his energy and 
his able contributors the Investigator did not pay its way. In 
April, too, he fell ill from a very severe attack of rheumatic fever, 
and was laid up for many weeks; so that at length, "being unable 
to sustain any longer the severe pecuniary burden cast upon him, 
and not WIshing to fill his pages with appeals for charitable 
assistance," the journal was, with much regret, discontinued in 
August 1859. In the final number he pens a few "last words," 
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which are worth the reading, and in which he says that -his reason 
for the discontinuance is very simple--" I am poor "-and in a 
rarely despondent mood he bids his readers "farewell," as he may 
perchance never address them again. 

Delivering Freethought lectures and editing _3 Freethought 
journal undoubtedly absorbed much of Mr Bradlaugh's time, but 
these occnpations engrossing as they were did not make him 
unmindful of his duties as a good citizen, and he was always 
taking some part or other in the political movements going on 
around him. At a meeting held in the Cowper Street School
room in November 1858, to advocate the principles of the Political 
Reform I.eague, at which the League was represented by Mr. 
Passmore Edwards and Mr Swan, and, the Chartists by Ernest 
Jones, Mr Bradlaugh is reported as seco.nding a resolution In an 
"earnest, lucid, and eloquent manner," and as having" enforced 
the duty of every man to preserve the public rights, by unitedly 
demanding and steadfastly, peaceably, and det6rminedly persever
ing to obtain that position of equality in the State to which they 
were as men entitled;" now; as always hereafter, urging the 
peaceful demand of constitutional rights: a point I am anxious to 
lay stress upon, as this is the time when 80me of my father's later. 
critics assert that he was rude, coarse, and, above all, violent. 

The chairman of the meeting, who was also the churchwarden 
of Shoreditch, and a man apparently much respected, at the close 
quaintly said" he had not met that young man (Mr Bradlaugh) 
before that night, but he was most highly pleased to find in him 
8uch an able advocate of principle; he hoped he would be as 
good and faithful an advocate when he became old." 

On the first Sunday in March 1859, the working men of London 
held a great meeting in Hyde Park to protest against the 
Government Reform Bill. They weravery much in earnest, and 
although the time for the speaking was fixed for three o'clock in 
the afternoon, long before that hour the Park was thronged with 
people. About half-past two a man was hoisted on the shoulders of 
two others, and was greatly cheered by the crowd, who thought this 
was the opening of the proceedings. When, however, the person 
80 elevated proclaimed to his listening auditors that "those who 
1ared to take part in a political meeting on the Sabbath would be 
grossly offending the Almighty," the cheering was changed to ., 
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uproar ~ud confusion, which only the advent of the real chairman 
sufficed to calm. The Times says that after the meeting had been 
duly opened, "Mr l3radlaugh, a young man well known in 
democratic circles, came forward and addressed the meeting." 
The report which follows ilJ probably the first vouchsafed to 
Charles l3radlaugh by the great daily; and, judging from the 
number of "Cheers" and" Hear, hears," and even" Loud cheers" 
that the reporter managed to include in his score of lines of 
report, it was much more generous to him in '59 than at any later 
period. This meeting, like so many of its kind, and like the great 
majority of those with which my father was concerned, was 
remarkable for its orderliness; there was no police interfeIence 
at any of the groups (several meetings were held simultaneously), 
and there was hardly a constable visible. On the Friday follow
ing, the 11 th, a meeting was held at the Guildhall .. to consider 
the measure of Parliamentary Reform introduced by the Ministry." 
The chair was taken by the Lord Mayor, and the speakers included 
l3aron Rothschild, one of the three members for the City, Samuel 
Morley, P. A. Taylor, and Serjeant Parry. Ernest Jones, who 
rose to move an amendment, was refused a hearing-under a 
misapprehension; it is said. When l3aron Rothschild begsn to 
speak he was considerably interrupted. "Loud calls," said the 
Times on the following day (when it was a trifle less polite than 
on the previous Monday), .. were also raised for C l3radlaugh '-a 
youthful orator who seemed a great favourite with .the noisier 
Democrats." The poor Lord Mayor vainly: tried to restore Qrder, 
but loud~r grew the tumult and cc more deafening" the calls for 
"l3radlaugh." l3aron Rothschild was at length obliged to limit 
bis speech to "I beg 'to second the motion;" and even these few 
words were only audible to those within two or three yards of him. 
When tbe meeting was drawing to a close, and the usuai vote of 
thanks to the chair bad been proposed- . 

"The Lord Mayor acknowledged the compliment, at the same time 
expressing his deep regret that persons should have come to the hall 
bent 'on creating a disturbance. At this juncture a young man, with 
fair hair and thin but intelligent features, was seen gesticulating 
:vehemently at the extreme end of the platform, to which he had 
worked his way unobserved amid the general confusion. His name, it 
appearecl, is Bl'adlaugh, and his object evidently was to gratify his 
admirers hy delivering an harangue. His words were, however, 
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drowned by the conflicting clamour from the body of the hall. The 
Lord Mayor seemed to beckon him to' the rostrum, as though 
bis claim to speak were to be allowed; but a minute or two of 
indeacribable confusion intervening, his Lordship came forward and 
then declar~d the meeting to be dissolved. 'l'his announcement had 
hardly been made when Mr Bradlaugh reached the part of the platform 
,for which he had been struggling. His triumph was, however, very 
ahort lived. In an instant the Lord Mayor, though having one of his 
arm. in a sling, was upon the refractory Chartist leader, ancI collared 
him with the energy and resolution of a Sir William Walworth. Two' 
of the city officers promptly seconding his Lordship's assertion of his 
nuthority, lIr Bradlaugh was dragged forcibly to the back of the 
platCorm, and feU in the scutlle. All this was but the work of- a 
moment, yet the uproar which it provoked continued after every 
occupant of the platform had retired. . The undauntec:!, orator found his 
way to the body of the hall unhurt, where he addressed such portions 
of the crowd as had not dispersed in frantic and excited eloquence. A 
considerable time elapsed before the building was cleared, during 
which Anarchy and Bradlaugh had undisputed possession of the 
scene. " 

How much of fact and how much of fiction there is in this lively 
account the Times only knoweth. The idea that a "Sir William 
Walworth" with one nrm in a sling could" collar" a man of my 
father's herculean strength is sufficiently ridiculous. I myself saw 
him as late &8 1877 at a stormy meeting take two unruly medical 
students in one hand and one in the other, and force them down 
the hall to the door, where he cast them out. His resistance to 
his fourteen assailants on August 3rd, 1881, is historic. It is 
hardly probable that a man who could do theRe things when he 
had passed the fulness of his strength would, when in the height 
of his vigour, have tamely submiUed to be "collared~' by a one~ 
armed man and then dragged back and thrown to the gromid by two 
II city officers j" and all "the work of a moment I" . 

Gatherings opposing the Government Reform Bill were held in 
different parts of London and the country j and Mr Joseph Cowen, 
himself President of the Northern Reform Union, writing to a 
friend in reference to them. on the 16th March, says incidentally: 
It Bradlaugh is a clever young fellow-full of vigour and daring 
~nd is altogether a likely man to go ahead if he has any 
backing." . 

Considering the limited time at his disposal, there is really It 
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tremendous record of public work for these two years, 1858 and 
- 1859; for in addition to that which I have already mentioned, my 

father held several debatee, some of them continuing for three or 
fol1r nights in succession. He had his first formal encouuter in June 
1858. Prior to this, he had gained a little practice in discussing 
with the numerous opponents who used to rise after his lectures; 
then there -was the more extended, but apparently informal, debate 
with Mr Douglas, to which I referred some time ago; aud also, 
in the early part of 1858, Mr Bradlaugh seems to have arranged 
to speak at considerable length in opposition to the lectures given 
by ThomaS Cooper in the Hall of Science, City Road; but the 
brief notices of these which appeared do not enable one to form 
any opinion, beyond remarking a decided irritability on the part 
of Mr Cooper, who permitted himself to use distinctly unparlia
mentary language. Thoflrst formally arranged debate in which 
he took part was a- four nights' discussion with the Rev. Brewin 
Grant, B.A., then a dissenting minister at Sheffield, and was held 
in that town on the 7th,.8th, 14th, and 15th June. In 1873 my 
father, writing of this occasion, said: II Mr Grant was then a man 
of SODle ability, and, if he could have forgotten his aptitudes as 
a circus jester, would have been a redoubtable antagonist." The 
audiences were very large; the numbers of persons present on the 
different nights ranged from eleven to sixteen hundred; and, con
sidering the heat of the weather and the still greater heat of the 
discussion; my father's testimony is that they" behaved bravely." 
Writing shortly afterwards, he says: "The chairmen (both chosen 
by Mr Grant) behaved most courteously to me, and, in -fact, the 
only disputed point of order was decided in my favour." He 
seems to have been particularly impl'essed by Alderman H. Hoole, 
the Chairman for the first two nights, who 'by an act of kindly 
courtesy quite outside the debate, showed that the gibes and 
sneers in which Mr Grant so freely. indulged had little weight 
even with his own fl'ieuds. 

A friend in ShetiielJ has lent me the report of the discussion, 
printed at the time by Mr Leader of the She.ffield Independent, 
and which both disputants agreed was a very fair representation 
of what was said.' According to the arranged terms, Mr Bradlaugh 
led the first night, and the Rev. Brewin Grant on each succeeding 
evening. The proposition to be affirmed by II Iconoclast II on the 
first evening waR: "The God of the Bible, revengeful, inconstant, 
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unmerciful, and unjust. His attributes' proven to be contradicted 
by the book which is professed to reveal them." His opening 
speech was made in clear, concise language, was directly to the 
point, and was listened to with the utmost attention. He drew 
the picture of the Deity who, reviewing his creation, pronounced 
everything that he had made "very good " (Gen. i. 31};" yet 
in a short period the same Deity looks round and declares that 
man i~ so bad that he repented that he had made man on the earth, 
and it grieved him at his heart [Gen. vi. 6]; and in consequence 
God, to relieve himself from this source of grief, determined to 
destroy every living thing, and he did destroy them by deluge, 
for it repented him that he had made them, because man was so 
very wicbd." He dwelt upon this at some length; then passed 
on to the selection of Noah and his family, "part of the old stock 
of mankind having personal acquaintance with all pre-existing 
evil," to re-people the earth; and ooncluded ·his first half-hour by 
asking where was the love, where the justice towards the Amalek, 
against whom" the Lord hath sworn" to have war ".from genera
tion to generation'" It was now the turn of the Rev. Brewin 
Grant to reply to this tel'rible in,dictment against the Deity whose 
professcd servant he was; and it is interesting to mark the manner 
in which he set about his task. He commenced by unburdening 
himself of a' few minor personalities against my father, ..and when 
a fe\v of these petty sneers-the only possible object of which 
could be to provoke ill feeling-were off his mind, he indulged 
his overwhelming passion for raising a laugh. For this he made nn 
opportunity in dealing with the causes which led to "the Flood," 
asking' whether "Iconoclast imagines that, because God knew of 
these sins before they were committed, he should have drownccl 
men before they were created." This, of course, provoked the 
desired merriment, and, temporarily satisfied, :hIr Grant proceeded 
to his argument with acuteness and ability. Unfortunately, his 
peculillr temperament' would not allO\V him to keep this up for 
very long; and while still in his first half-hour speech he dre\v a 
comparison of God's repentance with that of a merchant who 
repents him of engaging a certain clerk, and made. the merchant 
say, "Wherein can you find fault 7 Am I a Secularist that I should 
lie. or an infidel committee-man that I should violate a ratified 
agl'eement 1 " '" Iconoclast" is ·once more taunted with blindne&s 
and io'llorance; and" infidels" with amusini .. auditors in hol~s of 
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progress ;,i' and so the reverend (never was a title more meaning
less) gentleman's speech came to a conclnsion. It wonld have been 
small wonder if a young, hotly enthusiastic man as my father then 
was, had been roused to angry retaliation, and so turned aside 
from the real points in dispute; but he did not so soon lose the 
coolness with which he had started. He made a few short answers 
to the personalities, and proceeded at once to deal with the 
arguments urged by Mr Grant; and, these disposed of, continued 
to build up his own position. The greater part of Brewin Grant's 
next speech was argumentative, but not all; he made an opportun~ 
ity to tell his antagonist that his strength lay" not in his logic, bnt 
in his lungs;" that one of his objections was" too foolish," but he 
(Grant) "condescended to notice it;" and further, that "no class of 
men with which I am acquainted has had all honesty so thoroughly 
eaten out by trickery and falsehood as the infidel cl&..."5." The 
next quarter of an hour fell to my father, who hardly noticed Mr 
Grant's gibes; but when the latt~r made his spellch, the final one 
of the evening, he still interlarded it with innuendoes against the 
"infidel" The propositions affirmed by Mr Grant on the succeed
ing nights were shortly as follows: The Creation story consistent 
with itself and with science j the Deluge story consistent with 
itself and p!).ysically possible; and finallY, "Iconoclast" as a com
mentator on the Bible, "deficient in learning, logic, and fairness." 
But the story of the first night was merely repeated on the later 
evenings; as feeling grew a little warmer, or there was something
more than usually offensive in Mr Grant's personalities, 1\1r 
Bradlaugh was once or twice evidently roused to anger; but after 
reading the debate I only wonder that he had the patience to carry 
it through to the end. 

I have dwelt upon this debate much longer, as I am well aware, 
than it rcally deserves j but I have done so for two reasons: (1) 
That being the first set debate, formally arranged and fairly 
_reported, it should have a special interest, inasmuch as we should 
expect it to show to a certain extent the measure of AIr Bradlaugh's 
debating powers at the age of twenty-six; and (2) because the 
idea has been so diligently spread abroad, and possibly received 
with credence by those who were not personally acquainted with 
either disputant, that Mr Bradlaugh found in the Rev. Brewiri 
Grant a powerful opponent. By my father's testimony, 1Ifr .Grant 
WIIS a-man of ability i by his own-as shown by quotations I have 
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bere given-he was an unscrupulous slanderer. . He had a power, 
it is trne, and that power consisted in his willingness to weary 
and disgust his antagonist and his audience (frieads as well as foes) 
by low jests and scandalous personalities. In' the conrse of this 
debate he scornfully told his audience that he was not speaking to 
them but to the thousands outside: by those thousands, if perchance 
he has so many readers, will he be judged and condemned .. 

In.lfarch 1859 a debate between ?tIr Bradlaugh and Mr John 
Bowes was arranged at Northampton. ?tly father describes 
Mr Bowes as "a rather heavy but well-meaning old gentleman, 
utterly unfitted for platform controversy." The Northampton 
Herald, which professed to give an "outline" of this debate, 
announced that the" mighty champion" of the Secularists was 
II a young man of the name of Bradlaugh, who endeavoured to 
impose upon the credulity of the multitude by arrogating to him-
8elf the high-Sounding title of 'Iconoclast.' IJ Mr John Bowes the 
llerald put forward as 8 "gentleman well known for his contests 
with the Socialists and the Mormonites." The Herald's outline
report was reprinted in the Investigator, with a few additions in 
parentheaes; but 8 note is appended that it is very imperfect, and 
my father having by this time fallen ill with rheumatic fever, he 
was unable to revise it. There is just one passage in Mr 
Bradlaugh's opening speech which is given fairly fully, and which 
it is desirable to repeat here, for in it he lays down his position as 
an Atheist, a position to which he adhered until his last hour . 

.. He did not deny that there was • a God;' because to deny that 
which was unknown was as absurd as to affirm it. As an Atheist' 
he denied the God of the Bible, of the Koran, of the Vedas, but 
h6 could not deny that of which he had no knowledge." 

This statement Mr Bradlaugh made, in varying words, over and 
over again, and yet over and over again religious writers and 
speakers have described, and probably they always will describe, 
the Atheist as "one who denies God." 

In the years 1859 and 1860, despite the fact that in the former 
year he lay for many weeks very seriously ill, discussions, 8S he 
himself says, grew on him II thick and fast." "At Sheffield I 
debated with a Reverend Dr Mensor, who styled himself a Jewish 
Rabbi. He was then in the process of gaining admission to the 
Church of England, and had been put forward to show my want 
of schOlarship. We both scrawled Hehrew characters for fo~r 
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nights On a black board, to the delight and mystification of the 
audience, who gave me credit for erudition because I chalked the 
square letter characters with tolerable l'Ilpidityand clearness. At 
Glasgow I debated with a Mr Court, representing the Glasgow 
Protestant Association, a glib-tongued missionary, who has since 
gone to the bad; at Paisley with a Mr Smart, a very gentlemanly 
antagonist; and at Halifax with the Rev. T. D. :Matthias, a 
Welsh Baptist minister, unquestionably very sincere." 

I have not been able to get a report of the debate with Dr 
Mensor, and indeed I do not think -one was ever printed. 
The discussion with the Rev. T. D. Matthias was for many 
years on sale with other Freethought publications, and has doubt
less been read by many. The subject of the debate was "The 
Credibility and Morality of the Four Gospels," and it was continued 
for five successive nights-October 31st, November '1st, 2nd, 3rd, 
4th, 1859. It grew, as we have already seen, out of lectures 

-delivered in Halifax by Mr Bradlaugh, and was with one or two 
exceptions conducted with such calmness, courtesy, and good feel
ing, that at the conclusion each gentleman expressed his appreciation 
ilf the other. The Court debate was not held until 1860, and was 
8 four nights' debate, terminating on Uarch 20. The use of the 
City Hall was refused on the ground" that such meetings tend to 
riot and disorder," and the diseussions were therefore held in the 
Trades' Hall, which on each; evening was crowded to the door. The 
chair was taken by the late Alexander Campbell, whom Mr Brad. 
laugh speaks. of as .. a generous, kindly-hearted old Socialist 
missionary, who, at a time when otkers were hostile, spoke 
encouragingly to me, and afterwards worked with me for a long 
time on the National Reformer." Mr Campbell edited the Glasgow 
Sentinel, and in the issue of March 17, 1860, there is an allusion 
to the debate then being ~rried on between" Iconoclast" and Mr 
Court; of" The Protestant Layman's AsS'Ociatiou." . Says the 
Sentinel, .. Few Scottish clergymen are fit for the platform. The 
pulpit, indeed, unfits for logical; debate, but theProtestant community 
ought to feel well pleased that in Mr Court • • • they have a 
skillful and redoubtable champion of Christianity." The Glasgow 
Daily Bulletin, giving a few words to the final night, says that 
.. the speaking during the evening was excellent and occasionally 
excited, but the conduct of the audience was orderly in the extreme. 
}!l' Bradlaugh was animatecl and forcible, and exhibited many of . 
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the traite of a great speaker. 1\lr Court's IversltJ~El' 
evidently polishing and improving him." The dien~,,~~.!. 
resolution of censure upon the authorities who ra tne CIty_ 
HaU, regarding it as involving a slander upon the com I ~ 
Glasgow. A friend, after much searching. came across and sent to 
me a fragment of the published debate; but as it contains only one 
complete speech from each disputant and parts of two others, one 
cannot say much about it. Mr Court seems to have been un
usually smart, and the Daay Bulletin's referente to his" university 
career" accounts for the numerous literary quotations which 
adorned his speech. 

The Paisley Joul'nal gives a short notice of the debate with Mr 
John Smart of the Neilson Institute, which was held for two 
successive rrights in the Paisley Exchange Rooms in March 1860. 
Spcaking of the first night's audience, it says it "was the largest 
we ever saw in the Exchange Rooms, the whole area, gallery, and 
passages being crowded;" on the second night the audience was 
estimated at between 1100 and 1200. The discussion for the 
first night was upon the four Gospels; and the editor remarks: 
"Of course, there will be dilferences of opinion as to which of the 
debaters had the best of the argument; but those who could clear 
their minds of partisan.qhip will perhaps be of opinion thatMr 
Bradlaugh's speeches displayed boldness and vigour, with great 
information on the subjects at issue; that Mr Smart showed him
self as an accomplished scholar, with a mass of knowledge ever· 
ready to bring up in illustration of his views; and that each had a 
foeman worthy of his steel." The subject for the second night 
was a consideration of the teachings of Christ. The Journal 
thought that "both speakers brought their best arguments and 
greatest powers of intellect into the subject."Mr Braulaugh 
enforced his objections «in powerful voice and vigorous language, 
and with telling effect. In his own quiet scholarly way-closely, 
tersely, and clearly, Mr Smart too~ up most of the objections 
and discussed them seriatim," It will be seen tbat the Paisle!l 
Journal, at least, tried to clear its mind of "parLislIllsliip," and to 
hold thc scales evenly. 



CHAPTER X. 

HARD TIMES. 

THE question will probably have presented itself to many minds, 
If Mr Bradlaugh was giving up so much time to public work, to 
lecturing, reform meetings, debating, etc., how was he living the 
while 7 what was his home life, and in what way was he earning 
his bread' - It will be remembered that, after leaving the army in 
1853, he was before the year was out ill the employ of Mr Rogers, 
solicitor, of 70 Fenchurch Street, first as "errand boy" at lOs; a 
week, and then as clerk at a slowly increasing salary. After a few 
months at Warner Place, he and my mother went to live in a little 
four-roomed house at No.4 West Street, Cambridge Heath, where 
my sister Alice was born. In the previous January my father had 
had a very troublesome piece of litigation to conduct for his firm at 
Manchester. Often and often has he told us the story of it, 
and he used to work us up into a state of excitement by his 
graphic account of his capture of two men at night from a common 
lodging house in one of the low parts of Manchester; of his inter
view at the Albion Hotel with Mr Holland, a surgeon' implicated 
in the case, who, when my father rose to ring the bell for some 
lemonade, mistaking the intent, rose in alarm, and cried, "For God's 
sake, don't!" The~e and other episodes' in the case remained 
clearly enough in my memory, but when I wished to retell the 
story in a connected form, I found myself altogether at a loss. 
,First of all, I could not rememb!)r that my father ever mentioned 
the date of these legal adventures, and without the date I could do 
little in the way of searching for press rt'ports. However, I found 
a clue to this. in the following letter, which was amongst those 
papers of my mothees which, as I have said, I looked through 
quite l'ecently fo~ the til'st time :-

"North Camp, Aluershot, 
"29th January 1866. 

«Madam;-Mr Bradlaugh has been kind enough to send me, dul'in({ 
va -
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the last few days, lome Manchester newspapers containing reports 
relative to the case of suspected poisoning. Not knowing where to 
address him now, I take the liberty of writing to YOIL Will you be so 
kind as to eonvey to him my thanks for the papers, and my hearty 
congratulations on his baving obtained the management of the prosecu
tion; it is an opportunity of distinguished service. With his wonderful 
acuteness and energy (Mr Bradlaugh and myself are such old and close 
friend. that we do not mince words in speaking of or to each other) be 
will aurely distinguish himself, and thus, as I suppose and hope, be in 
a fair way for promotion, as we phrase it. Watching the case with great 
interest, I thought his cross-examination of Mr Holland, the surgeon, 
extremely good and well conducted; but as this is merely an unpro
fcsaional opinion, he will not csre much for it, although so favourable. 

"Trusting that yourself and the other members of the family are 
enjoying goo61 health, I bave the honour to be, Madam, yours most 
respectfully, JAB. THOMSON, Schoolmaster. 

" :Ai1'8 C. Bradlaugh.-
"Depot, 1st Rifles. 

Apart from tho subject, this letter has in itself a special interest 
to personal admirers of "B. V ,": the hand writing-the earliest 
specimen in my possession-is singularly unlikeMr Thomson's 
writing of later years, so unlike that it was not until I had looked 
at the signature that I realised who was the writer, although I am 
80 familiar with his writing that I shoulJ not have thought it· 
possible that I could hesitate in recognising it. 

The poisoning case must have aroused considerable attention in 
Manchester at the time. It arose in this way :-An insurance com
pany called The Diadem Life Insurance Company had reason to 
believe that frauus were being practised upon them in Manchester 
through tlieir agent, and consequently instructed their solicitor to 
investigate one case which they deemed unusually suspicious. The 
solicitor happened to be Mr Rogers, and he sent his clerk, Mr Brad
laugh, to Manchester to conduct the proceedings there, A man 
named John Monahan, a waterproof worker, had become insured in 
the Diadem Office for £300 ; and after paying the premiums he died, 
leaving a will securing the £300 to his son James Monahan. 
Certain facts had been kept back from the Insurance Company at 
the time of taking out the policy, and the man's age had also been 
wrongly given. Investigat.ions led, first, to the belief that the 
will had not been written until three weeks after the testator's 
death-and thiil was-subsequently sworn to by witnesses, one of 
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whom wrote out the will-and finally, to the possibility that the 
old man, John Monahan, had been poisoned. Two men implicated 
in the matter Mr Bradlaugh himself captured and handed over to 
the police in the middle of the night, and, in consequence of the 
evidence sworn to, aD. order was made for the exhumation of the 
body of Monahan. AB there was no l'IICord of the place of burial, 
the details of the exhumation were revolting in the extreme. For 
four days a gang of men were employed in digging up bodies in an 
almost haphazard manner under the vague- directions, first, of the 
BGxton and next of a niece of the deceased. Mr Bradlaugh, after 
consulting with the coroner, contracted with a Mr Sturges to under
take the work with more system. Sixty or more bodies were dug 
up, and at length one of these was identified as that of Monahan. 
Under the circumstances one cannot believe that the identification 
was very precise; the body had been lying in a common grave for 
between five and six months, and no one's memory seems to have 
been clear enongh even to point out the spot where the old man was 
buried. Mr Bradlaugh was always of opinion that they did not 
get the right body after all, although in the body found there were 
traces of poison. These traces the medical evidence did not judge 
sufficient to justify a charge of poisoning, and this count therefore 
fell to the ground. The counsel enga.,<1Cd on behalf of the accused 
son, James Monahan, was very indignant that my father should be 
allowed to conduct the prosecution; he protested that heretofore 
the rule in that court was that no one should be allowed to practise 
in that court unless an attorney, or solicitor, or barrister. On the 
last occasio!l, the counsel went on, as the prisoners had been appre
hended only the night before, and therefore, as there was not 
perhaps time to instruct a professional man, Mr Bradlaugh had 
been allowed to appear. Other clerks had been refused to appear, 
and he could not see why a different rule should be adopted in this 
case. To expedite the business, he suggested that the case should, 
according to ordinary practice, be conducted by a solicitor or 
barrister. Mr Bradlaugh said he had appeared to conduct 
eases for his employer in London police courts, and this was a 
matter entirely within the discretion of the Court. He urged tbat -
he alone was in possession of all the facts of the case, and that he 
could not communicate his knowledge to any other person. Mr 
Maude (the magistrate) remarked that it had been the general rule 
in that court that parties should be represented either by counsel 
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or 80licitor, but there was no .rule without an exception, and looking 
at the peculiarity of this case, he thought it would be very incon
venient now not to allow Mr Bradlatigh to elicit the facts. 

At a Jater stage of the proceedings a Mr Bent, who was 
watching the case on behalf of another of the plisoners, objected, 
on the part of the solicitors practising in the court, to M:r 
Bradlaugb, an attorney's clerk, being allowed to appear, but the 
Bench overruled his objection. In consequence of the medical 
evidence as to the condition of the exhumed body, the charge of 
poisoning had, of course, to bl' entirely abandoned, but in the 
March following James Monahan and two others were charged 
with having, on 3rd August 1855, .. feloniously forged a will 
purporting to be the last will and testament of John Monahan, 
and with having uttered the eame, knowing it to be forged," and 
another was charged with having feloniously been an accessory 
after the fact.·· The jUI1 found Monahan guilty, but acquitted the 
others. Keefe, the fourth man, was then charged with having 
taken a false oath, and to this he pleaded guilty. 

In September 1857 my father moved from West Street to 
3 Hedgers Terrace, Cassland Road, Hackney, where I was bom in 
the March of the following year. He now began to think it was 
quite time to take 80me dcfinite steps towards the advancement 
of his position in life, and with that object in view he wrote the 
following Jetter to Mr Rogers :-

.. DEAR Sm,-I have been in your employ above four years, and 
am now twenty-five years of age. I have a ""ife and child, bl'(!ide 
mother and sisters, looking to meJor support; under these circumstances 
it is absolutely neces(!8ry that I should make the best position I can for 
myself. My object in now addressing you is to as~ertain if there is any 
probability of my obtaining my articles from you, and if so, at what 
period' You must not be offended with me for this, because we are in 
the position of two traders. I have my brains for sale, you buy them. 
I naturally try to get the best price-you pcrhaps may think I sell too 
high. I have already this year refused three situations offered to me. 
The first (although it was £160 a year) I reCused »ecause it came just 
after my last increase of salary; the second because it did not involve 
the articles; and the third because!it was.nlade to me immediately prior 
to the death of Mr Rogers, and I thought it would be indelicate then to 
trouble you. My question to you now is, Do you feel willing to give 
me my articles' Of course, I need not say that I have not the means to 
pay for the stamp, and the matter therefore involves the question of an 



'94 tIJARLES llltADLAUGlt. 

advance of £80. 1 would. however, gladly serve you for the five years 
at the salary I now receive, and I would enter into any bond, however 
stringent, to prevent loss of practice to yon in the futnre. If you feel 
inclined to do this, name your own time within six months: if, on the 
contrary, you think I set too high a value on my capabilities, or have 
determined not to give articles to any clerk, ~ shall be· obliged by an 
early reply. 

"Whatever may be the result of this application, I trust you will 
believe that I am grateful for the many past kindnesses you have 
shown me, and that the good feeling at present existing may not be 
lessened between us. I have my way in life to make-yours to a great 
extent is smooth and easy; but as you .have strug{!led yourself, I am 
willing to hope you will not blame me for trying hard to ~ke a step 
in life.-You.rs very respectfully, . 

" (Signed) CHAS. BRADLAUGH. 

"ThOs. Rogers, E~." 

This letter is undated and without address; and it will be noted 
as a curious point of interest, in one so very business-like· and 
practical, that MrBradlaugh rarely did put his address or date on 
the letters he wrote with his own hand. If the address happened 
to be stamped on the paper, well and good, if not, he rarely wrote 
it; and his nearest approach to dating his letters was to put upon 
them the day of the week. I do not, of course, say that he never 
went through the customary form of putting the date or address, 
but that he more often than not omitted it. This habit, con
tracted early in life, he retained until his death, and in fact the 
very last letter entirely written with his o,!n hand was merely 
dated with the day of the week. . 

The precise reply to this appeal I do not know; that it must 
have been in the negative, and that my father had to seek for some 
one else who would give him his articles on the terms indicated in 
llis letter is clear. This person he thought he had fOlmd in Mr 
Thomas Harvey, solicitor, of 36 Moorgate Street, and he quitted 
~{r Rogers in order to be articled to bim. The draft of the articles 
of agreement found amongst my father's papers bears the date 
November 16th, 1858. This connection proyed to be a most 
unfortunate one for my father; for Mr Harvey shortly afterwards 
fell into money difficulties, in which Mr Bradlaugh also became 
involved. My father's troubles-as troubles ever seem to do
came, not singly, but~_battalions; he was now not onlY,witbout 
regular employment ~d in serious pecuniary· difficulties. bu~ 

\ 
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rbeumlltic fever seized upon him, and laid him for many weeks in 
the spring and early summer of 1859 on his couch in his little room 
at Cassland Road. In August, still weak, poor, and full of care, 
he was, as I have said, obliged to stop the Investigator, and give 
up for tbe time his cherished project of editing a Freethought 
journaL 

When poor people are ill, necessity compels them to curtail the 
period of convalescence, so before my father was able to go out be 
strove to do writing work at home, although the rheumatism 
lingering in his right hand rendered the use of the pen painful and 
difficult. As soon as he could get about again he began once more 
lecturing and debating (as we have seen) with renewed energy. 
Anybow the stories are legion of tbe fortunes he made upon the 
platform and through his publications, though- a few small 

.incidents will show the amount of truth there is in these oft-
repeated tales: . 
- Just before the birth of my brother Charles, on the 14th 
September 1859, we moved from Hackney to a little house at 
Park, near Tottenham, called Elysium Villa; and wbile we lived here, 
when my father had to make a journey to the North he was obliged 
to start from 'Vood Green station, a distance of about three and 
a half miles from our house. The only way to get there was to 
walk-omnibuses there were none, and a cab was out of the question 
oD.the score of expense. Mr Bradlaugh had no portmanteau in 
those days; his books and his clothes were packed in a square tin 
box, which to the II curious observer"-to use a phrase much 
favoured by novelists-would have given a hint of his profession, 
inasmuch as it was uncommonly like a deed box. The maid Kate. 
assisted by some one else, carried this. box from home to the station 
at Wood Green over night, and my father would get up early in 
the morning and walk the three and a-half miles to catch the first 
train to the North. It must lie borne in mind that my father did 
not, like many young men, like walking for walking's sake, and 
the long walk. followed by a still longer train ride in One of the 
old comfortless third-class compartments in a 'Blow train, finishing 
up with a lecture or debate. made a fairly heavy day's work. 

Before going farther I must stay to say a word about Kate, 
because I want to give some idea of the devotion my father 
inspired at home as well as in the hearts of men who could only 
judge him by his public acts. Kate came to us from the country. 
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8 girl ot sixteen, when I was but 8 few months old; she stayed 
. with us until our home was broken up and my brother died, in 
1870. Many 8 time her wages were perforce in arrears; and in 
1870 she would, as she had done before, h3ve patiently waited for 
better times and sharsd with us, had we not been compelled to 
do without her. Her loyalty was absolute. When we three 
children were babies she cheerfully bore poverty with us; and 
well do I remember-as 8 picture it stands out in my mind, one 
of my earliest recollections-the carpetless floor and scantily 
furnished room. In the days when there was arrest for debt she 
kept the door against the sheriff's officer: when one of 11& 
Thomson's sad periods. of intemperance overwhelm~d him, she, 
with· my mother, searched the purlieus of London for him, found 
him in some poor den, and brought him home to be nursed and 
cared for. Kate lives to-day, and with unabated loyalty never 
allows an opportunity to pass of saying a word in praise, or in 
defence, of her dead but much-loved master. 

A letter to my mother (undated, but certainly written early in 
the sixties) giving some description of one of my father's journeys 
to Yarmouth, reminds us that the old-fashioned windowless 
third-class carriage left many things to be desired, and in 
these days of luxurious travelling such hardships would be thought 
unendurable :-

.. I am safely landed here" with ,sevenpence in my pocket. It has 
snowed nearly aU the journey, and if it continues I expect aU the 
bloaters will be turned into whitings. The ride was a cold one, for the 
E. C. R.1>-parliamentary carriage combined the advantage of ventilation 
with that of a travelliug bath, wind, rain, and snow gaining admission 
and accompauying us without payment-which was not fair. 

" You asked me to write, and I will therefore describe the incideuts 
of the journey. Park to Broxllourne : carriage full, darkness prevailed ; 
Broxbourne: spent lei. 011 Daily Telegraph, which read to myself 
lying on tbe broad of my back, the carriage being more empty; the 
view was mist in the clouds of snow. Cambridge; bought 3d. of 
biscuits and a [Morning] Star, ate one and read the other till I arrived 
at Ely, with an occasional glance at Buckle on Civilisation. Ely to 
Norwich: cold, and discontented with my lot in life; Norwich: met 
Adams and Roberts, talked sweet thingS about confectionery for ten 
minutes, then straight on here, where I fulfil my promise of writing YOll." 

• The letter is headed, .. Yarmouth, Thursday." 
t If Eastern COllnties," now" Great Eastern" Railway. 
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The Jetter is ornamented with several drawings of himself under 
the different circumstances indicated in his letter. 

The story he also relates in his "Autobiography," "for the 
encouragement of young propagaudists," is a forcible example of 
the little profit his lectures often brought, an<J. the difficulties his 
poverty sometimes forced upon him • 

.. I bad," he says, "lectured in Edinburgh in mid-winter; the 
audience was small, the profits microscopical. After paying my 
bill at the Temperance Hotel, where I then stayed, I had only a 
few shillings more than my Parliamentary fare to Bolton, whllre I 
was next to lecture. I was out of bed at five on a freezing 
morning, and could have no breakfast, as the people were not 
up. I carried my luggage (a big tin box, corded round, which 
then held books and clothes, and a small black bag), for I could 
not spare any of my scanty cash for a conveyance or porter. The 
train from Edinburgh being delayed by a severe snowstorm, the 
corresponding Parliamentary had left Carlisle long before our 
arrival. In order to reach Bolton in time for my lecture, I had 
to book by a quick train, starting in about three-quarters of an 
hour, but could only book to Preston, as the increased fare took 
all my money except 4!d. With this sm,all sum I could get no 
refreshment in the station, but in a little shop in a street outside 
I got a mug of hot tea and a little hot meat pie. From Preston I 
got with great difficulty on to Bolton, handing my black bag to 
the station-master there, as security for my fare from Preston, 
until the morning. I arrived in Bolton about a quarter to eight; 
the lecture commenced at eight, and I, having barely time to run to
my lodgings, and wash and change, went on to the platform cold 
and hungry. I shall never forget that lecture; it was in an old 
Unitarian Chapel We had no gas, the building seemed full of 
a foggy mist, and was imperfectly lit witli candles. Everything 
appeared cold, cheerless, and gloomy. The most amusing feature 
was that an opponent, endowed with extra piety and forbearance, 
chose that evening to specially attack me for the money-making 
and easy life I was leading." 

Writing in April 1860, he also gives some idea of his profits 88 

an editor and a publisher :-" When," he writes, .. I relinquished 
the editorahip of the Inr:estigator, I was burdened with a printing 
debt of nearly £60; this has been reduced a little more than half 
by contributions, lellving about £2G ~till due. I have, in addition, 

~ 
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paid out of my own pocket, for Freethought printing, during two 
years, more than '£100, for which I have yet no return. During 
the last eight months I have been actively engaged in lecturing . 
. • " • When you learn that at some places I took nothing away, 
and paid my own expenses, and that at nearly every place I only 
received the actual profit of my lectures; and when, in addition, 
you allow a few days for visits to my wife and family, which have 
been few and far between; and also reckon for more than a week 
of enforced idleness through ill health, you will perceive that I am 
not amassing a fortune." 

In 1861 he again wrote: «During the past twelve months I 
have addressed 276 different meetings, four of which each 
numbered over 5000 persons; eighty of these lectures have 
Involved considerable loss in travelling, hotel expenses, loss of 
time, etc. I have during .the same time held five separate debates, 
two of these also without remuneration." 

It is very likely that even I in these early years my father 
cherished the hope of being able to earn enough by his tongue and 

. his pen to devote himself entirely to tl1at Freethought and 
political work which he had so much at heart; but as his own words 
show us, the day for that WIIS not yet come, and the fortune he was 
accused of amassing existed then, as always, only in the heated 
imagination of his detractors. 
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A OLERICAL LIBELLER. 

SOMB lawsuits in which Mr Bradlaugh was interested brougllt him 
into contact with a solicitor named Montague R. Leverson, who 
had indeed been engaged in the defence of Dr Bernard. The 
Ilcquaintance thus begun resulted in an arrangement between them 
in January 1862 that Mt Leverson should give my father his 
al,ticles. It, was agreed tliat Mr Leverson should pay the £80 
stamp duty and all expenses in connection with the articles, and 
that my father should serve him as clerk for five years at a salary 
of £150 per annum for the first three years-and £200 for the final 
two. The articles were drawn up and duly stamped on 25th June 
of the same year. For the convenience of business, my flither 
gave up his house at Park, and went to live at 12 8t Helen's 
Place, Bishopsgate. This connection, which opened so favourably, 
and gave my father the opportunity, ss he thought, of making a 
sottled position in life, lasted only for two years or less. Mr 
Leverson got into difficulties, and the business was broken up. 
Vague accusations had been brought against my father for the' 
manner in which he is supposed to have treated Mr Leverson. 
Nothing definite is stated, but the slanderous "know-all's," who 
really know nothing, try to make out a case by means of hint and 
innuendo. With a view of disposing of even such paltry slanders as 
these, I quote the following letter written in reference to Mr 
Montague R. Leverson:-

"Langham Hotel, Portla~ Place, London, W. 
"7th January 1867. 

"My D1I:AR SIB,-As written words remain when those spoken may be 
forgotten, I desire to place on record my sense of the kindly interest and 
alacrity you have recently displayed in your endeavours to serve a 
person with whom, despite anterior iutimate relations, you had a short 
time previously been on antagonistic terms. 

"Your earnest and energetic zeal on a former occasion had commanded 
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my respect -and that of my wife, who witnessed some of your nntiring 
efforts, and I regret that your friendly services have not met their fnIl 
and due appreciation. -

" I feel sure, nevertheless, that should an opportunity occnr where your 
good offices would be required, you would not withhold them.-I remain 
dear Sir, yours most trnly, GEORGE R. LEVERSON. 

cc Chas. Bradlaugh, Esq." 

When Mr Bradlaugh quitted Mr Leverson he also quitt.ed St 
Helen's Place, and went back to Tottenham to live, where, indeed, 
my sister and I had remained at a school kept by two maiden 
ladies during the greater part of the intervening time. He took 
the house, #Sunderland Villa, next door to the one we had pre
viously-occupied, and for business purposes he rented an office in 
the city first at 23 Great St Helen's, and later at 15 and 16 
Palmerston Buildings, Old Broad Street. A company was formed 
called the" Naples Colour Company," of which he was the nominal 
principal, and in which he was- very active. This enterprise arose 
out of the discovery that iron and platinum were to be found in 
the sand of the beach at Castellamare, a little place on the coast 
not far from Naples. From this sand, steel of the finest quality 
was manufactured, and paint peculiarly suitable fQr the painting of 
iron ships, inasmuch as it would not rust. I have a razor in my 
possession manufactured from this steel, and I remember that 
while we were at Midhurst my grandfather still had some of this 
paint, with which he loyally painted hen-coops, troughs, sheds, 
and every article in his posssession that couId be reasonably 
expected to stand a coat of paint. _ Everything in connection with 
the company was done in my father's name: the Italian Govern
ment granted the concession in his name; some stock in the 
Grand Book of Italy, at -one time held in his name, was in con
nection with this company; Foundry, warehouses, and other 
buildings were raised; there were factories at Granili, Naples, and 
Hatcham New Town, London; steel and paint, especially the 
latter, were dul, turned out, and were pronounced first-class; but 
somehow the business was a failure-perhaps partly because those 
engaged in it may not have bean sufficiently versed in the" colour II 
trade (I do not know th~t this was so, but think it very probable), 
and also certainly because of my father's name. 1 well recollect 
his. telling us how on one occasion a large order came for paint j 
the paint Was duly taken down to the wharf to be shipped, when 
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at the last moment came a telegram, followed by a letter counter
manding the order. In the interval the intending purchaser had 
learned that the Bradlaugh of the" Naples Colour Company" was 
also Bradlaugh the Atheist, so, of COUl'Se, he could not think of 
doing business with him. 

In the city my father also fell into business connection with 
gentlemen who were concerned in the conduct of financial opera
tions, and he hill}Self took part in negotiating municipal loans, etc. 
I only remember two incidents in connection with these under
takings: one the loan to the city of Pis&, told by Mr John M. 
Robertson in his Memoir, * and the other a negotiation he was 
conducting to supply the Portuguese Government with horses. 
His business was nearly concluded to his satisfaction when he was 
recalled by telegram to London. Overend, Gurney & Co; had 
failed, and .. Black Friday" had come; Mr Bradlaugh lost his 
contract; there was the terrible financial panic, and a fatal blow 
was struck to my father's business career. Mr- Robertson quotes 
him saying, .. I have great faculties for making money, and great 
faculties for losing it;" and these words were very true. 

While at Sunderland Villa Mr Bradlaugh made many friends 
in the neighboul'hood, and interested himself in local affairs. 
Going to tho city every day, he made personal acquaintance with' 
men who travelled daily in the same way, and won their liking 
and esteem. We children had a large circle of small friends, so 
that although there was a certain amount of hostility on account of 
my father's opinions t this did not greatly trouble us j we had 

• .. Once, as a financier, he was intrusted with the negotiation of a loan 
for the city of Pis., with 80me of whose auth!,rities he had become aCquainted 
in 80me of his various journeys to Italy. His percentage, small in name, 
was to be considereble in total, on a loan of £750,000. He dulyarrenged 
matters with a certain I,ondon financier, who thereupon sent off a clerk to 
Pisa to offer the money at a fraetion les8 than Bradlaugh was to get, pro
vided he got the whole commission. Bradlaugh, however, had been secured 
in the condnct of the transaction np to a given date. He instantly went to 
Rothschilds, wh. allowed no commission, and put the loan in their nanda. 
The other financier thus got nothing; but 90 did Bredlaugh. "-John M. 
Robertson, ~. Memoir," pp. xxxvi. :uxvii. 

t For example, a lady gave the mistress of the school which we attended. 
the option of sending DB away or of losing her dsnghters. We were not sent 
away, 90 the lady withdrew her children rather than haVG them cOn

_ taminateJ Ly contact "I\-ith tue children of the A thpi~·. 
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ample 10caJ popularity to counterbalance that. IIi any case our 
house would have been sufficient unto itself, for during these years 
we nearly always had one or two resident guests, besides a constant 
flow of visitors of all· nationalities. Many of our neighbours 
attended the Church of St Paul's in Park Lane, of which the 
Rev. Hugh M'Sorley was the vicar j and I am bound to say that 
Mr M'Sorley at least did not err on the side of "loving his 
neighbour." He felt the bitterest animosity towards Mr Brad
laugh, which occasionally found some vent in sharp passages at 
vestry committees,* where, of course, they were almost always in 
opposition. 

• An instance of Mr Bradlaugh's interest in local matters may be found in 
the Tottenha.m and Edmonton. A.d~rti8er for March 1, 1865, which gives a 
notice of a vestry meeting held on February 2Q, at which he was present. He 
is reported as asking for a more detailed account of" Mrs Overend's charity," 
and the increased value of the land forming part of the property. Several 
members of the " Waste I,and Commission" asked that an inquiry should be 
made. The Chairman (the vicar) refused to allow the subject to be discussed; 
'but when the report was entered in the minutes, Mr Bradlaugh gave notice 
that he should move that an inquiry be made. 

The next business was to receive a report of the committee appointed by 
the parishioners in the November before on the matter of the water supply. 
Mr Delano, chairman of this committee, read the report, which consisted of 
questions put by the local Board of Health, with correspondence thereon. 
After criticising the discourtesy of the Board of Health, the chairman agreed 
that nothing further could be done. 

Mr Bradlaugh, however, .. said it would not be right to let the subject 
drop without taking some further notice of it. He thought the Board was 
bound to act at least courteously towards any of the parishioners having 
complaints to make of the insufficiency of the water supply. The Board 
acknowledged this insufficiency, and showed they could give a better supply 
when a stir WI\S made about the subject. He complained of the unfairness of 
the Board in refusing an explanation. Not only did tlley do this, but they 
added impertinence in characterising him as 6 new member oCthe parish. He 
could not tell who was to blame, bllt the Board confessed that the supply was 
irregular, and showed that it was capable of being remedied. In his opinion 
the Board deserved a vote of censure from the Vestry; they were bound to do 
their best for those who elected thein, and as far as lay in his power he 
would teach them their duty. He then moved: 'That in the opinion of 
this meeting the conduct of the Local Board of Health, in refusing to answer 
the questions of the Committee, is deserving of censure: .. This was seconded 
by Mr Noble, and there was some discussion, a Mr Kirby rising to defend 
the action of the Board, to which Mr Bradlaugh replicd "in a most caustic 
Il}leech ;" and the motion being put by the chairman, was carried: "twenty-
six voting for, aml two against it," I 
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The Rev. Mr M'Sorley's animosity at length culminated in an 
outrageous libel. An article had appeared in All the Year Round 
entiUed II Our Suburban Residence," in the nature of a "skit" 
Ilealing with Tottenham, in which Mr M'Sorley was alluded to 
under a very thin disguise. This article was reprinted in the 
Tottenham and Edmonton Weeklg Herald, aud. Mr M'Sorley, 
taking it into his wise head that Mr Bradlaugh was the author, 
wrote the following "appendix OJ to the reprint, which appeared 
in the issue for April 28, 1866:-

"You will ~ave ·aeen that a serious omission has beeu made in a 
sketch which appeared in a recent number of AU tM Yeal' Round, edited 
by C. Dicken., Esq. I crave your indulgence while I endeavour to 
.apply the omil!8ion. It would be a crying injustice to posterity if the 
historian of our little euburban district were to omit one of the 
celebrities of the place. No doubt he is not much thought of or 
respected, but. that shows his talent is overlooked. He is a great man 
this: why, our good-natured, genial, and humane vicar must hide his 
(liminished head, when put in the scales and weighed against Swear'em 
Cbarley ! and as for the' bould ' Irishman, the Rev. M'Snorter, why, he 
could not hold a candle to this genius j and as for the Rev. Chasuble 
-well, DO matter, the least said about him the better, poor man! 

" It was stated in the sketch that this parish had its representatives 
of all sorts of religions, from the Quaker to the Papist, the disciples of 
George Fox, who bends to no authority, and the disciples of the Pope, 
who makes all authority bend to him. We had a capital sketch of 
Churchism, High, Low, and Broad. But the sketcher forgot to add 
another to his list. Ay, truly, if we have those who are of the Hig·J-. 
Church, and the Low Churcb, and the Broad Church, we have som e 
who are of 'No Church.' Why, we have got in our midst the very 
Coryphillus of infidelity, a compeer of Holyoake, a man who thinks no 
more of the Bible than if it weJ;8 an old ballad-Colenso is a babe to 
him I This is a mighty man of valour, I assure you-a very Goliath 
in his way. He used to go 'starring' it in the provinces, itinerating 
as a tuppenny lecturer on Tom Paine. He has occasionally appeared in 
our Lecture Hall He, too, as well as other conjurers, has thrown dust 
in our eyes, and hIlS made the platform reel beneath the supe).incumbent 
weigbt of his balderdash amI blasphemy. He is as fierce against our. 
common Christianity as the Reverend M'Snorter is against Popery
indeed, I think the fiercer of the two. The house he lives in is a sort 
of 'Voltaire Villa.' The man and his 'squaw' occupy it, united by a 
hond unbleBSed by priest or parson. But that has an advantage j it 
will enable him to tum his squaw out to grass, like his friend Charles 
Pickens, when he fecla tired of her, unawed b, eitber the 9bost or tLe 
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" DBAR BRADLAUGH,-The enclosed from Taylor. I send it to you 
knowing no other way of getting at Thomson, and wish£u\ not to throw 
over anyone spoken kindly Of. by you. But for myself I wou~t 
stand a second utter neglect of this kind. However, it res~}th 
Taylor. _ 

" After some trouble about Thomson, he might at least have written 
to me in the first instance, or to TaylQl' now, to account even for 
'illness'-whieh I begin to doubt. . 

" Ionly asked him-for a daily paper, which would have satisfied me 
of his daily at~ntion. I have had three since I left. Row him, please! 
-Yours ever, very hard worked, W. J. LmToN." 
ENCLOSURE. 

"House of Commons, May 28, 1863. 
"DEAR LINTOl'!,--Do you know ~Thomson's address or how to get at 

it ~ He has not been at S. Street this week, and everything is going to 
the D--l.-Yo_urs ever, P. A. TAYLOR." 

These fits of intemperance, comparatively rare at first, unhappily 
became more and more irequent. While Mr Thomson lived with 
us when he came b~ck after one of these attacks-or was brought 
back, for indeed it usually happened that some friend searched for 
him and brought him home despite himself-he was nursed and 
cared for until he was quite himself again, for it often happened 

dipsomania which ultimately resulted in his death. It may readily be 
imagined how much this collapse must have disturbed and distressed Mr 
Bradlaugh. But it does not appear that it made any difference whatever 
in his helpful friendship for the unfortunate poet; for some years afterwards 
I still found Thomson a member of Mr Bradlaugh's family and the occupant 
of an important post in the business which Mr Bradlaugh was then con· 
ducting. These are matters of personal knowledge. I may add that Mr 
Bradlaugb, whenever Th~son was the subject of conversation between us, 
always spoke of him in tne tenderest and most affectionate terms. Even 
when, as I understand, he had been compelled to part company with his 
unfortunate friend, no word of censure or complaint ever passed Mr Bradlaugh's 
lips in my hearing. 

co The kindness which Mr Bradlaugh had shown to poor Thomson was 
shown in a modified degree to me too. I should regard myself as one of the 
most ungrateful creatures living if I ever forgot the kindly help and 
sympathy I received from him in a most trying period of my life. For'many 
months during this period, wh8!l I was begging some brother man to give 
me leave'to toil, I breakfaatedat his house nearly every mornmg (and a 
breakfast was a matte}.' of some consequence to me then), in order to learn 
what had come of inquiries which he was day by "day making on my 
behalf, inquiries which eventuallY-resulted in a service of the highest ~lue." 
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"That Mr Bradlaugh holds, and" fearlessly expounds, theological 
opinions entirely opposed to those of the editor and the majority of our 
readers, is undoubtedly true, and Mr Bradlaugh cannot and does not 
complain that his name is assoeiated with Colenso, Holyoake, or Paine i 
but that he has offensively intruded those opinions in our lecture hall 
i. NOT TRUE. Thall his ordinary language on the platform is 
• balderdash and blasphemy' is NOT TRUE. That he makes a practiee 
of openly deseerating the Sunday is NOT TRUE. Thd.t he is known 
by the names of 'Moses, -Scoffer,' or 'Swear 'em Charley,' is NOT 
TRUE. Nor is there any foundation for the sneer as to his 'City 
practice,' or for the insinuations made against his eonduet or eharacter 
81 a 8cholar and a gentleman . 

.. While making this atonement to Mr Bradlaugh, the Editor must 
express his unfeigned sorrow that the name of Mrs Bradlaugh should 
have been introduced into the article in question, aecompanied by a 
8uggestion calculated to wound her in the most Vital part, ,conveying as 
it does a reflection upon her honour and fair fame as a lady and a 
wife. Mrs Bradlaugh is too well known and too mueh ~espected to 
suffer oy such a calumny; but for the pain so heedlessly given to a 
sensitive and delicate natllre the Editor offers this expression of his 
profound and sincere regret. 

II No. 2. 
"The author of the • Appendix' eomplained of, who is NOT the 

Editor or Proprietor, or in any way eonneeted with the Tottenkam 
Hl11'ald, unresel'vedly adopts the foregoing apology, and desires to 
incorporate it with his own • 

.. It is for him bitterly to lament that, stung by allusions in the article 
from All ehB Year Round, whicli he erroneously attributed to the pen 
of lIr Bradlaugb, he allowed his better judgment to give way, and 
wrote of that gentleman in language whieh he cannot at all justify, 
and which he now entirely retracts. 

liTo Mrs Bradlaugh he respectfully tenders such an apology as 
becomes a gentleman to offer to a lady he has so greatly wronge4. He 
trusts that the exquisite pain'she must have suffered from a harsh 
allusion will be somewhat mitigated by the publie avowal of its absolute 
injustice. As a wife united to her husband in holy wedlock by the 
solemn forms of the Chureh, as a mother of a youug family, to whom 
she sets the proper example of an English lady,she is entitled to 
reparation from one whose only excuse is thall he wrote -of her in 
ignorance and haste, while writing of her husband under irritation and 
excitement. 

"The writer of the libel has Ol:ily to add that he has a~dressed to _ 
Mr Bradlaugh a private letter bearing his proper signature, and avow· 
in~1 while he lamentss the authorship of the offending article i and he 
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begs to offer hie thanks to Mr Bradlaugh for the generous forbearance 
which declines to exact the publication of the writer's name, from con
siderations which will be patent to most of the readers of this journal." 

These apologies were accepted in a few generous words by Mr 
Bradlaugh :- . 

. "On my own behalf, and that of my wife, I am content with these 
Ilpologies. To have accepted less would have shown my disregard of her 
honour and my own. To have required more would have been to 
punish with too great severity those whose own frank avowals show that 
they acted rather with precipitancy than with' malice prepense.' 

"(Signed) <;JHARLES BRADLAUGH.-

If I could believe that Mr M'Sorley had frankly-to repeat Mr 
:Bradlaugh's word-repented in fact, as well as in appearance, I 
should pass this libel now with but slight allusion, and have con
sidered myself bound 'by my father's promise not to make the 
writer's name public. * In the immediate locality it was impossible 
that the authorship of such an astounding concoction should long 
remain secret, and for long afterwards Mr M'Sorley's name was 
bandied about with small jests amongst the irreverent youngsters 
of the neighbourhood. The apology was made under considerable 
pressure: members of the congregation threatened io' leave. the 
Church, a lawsuit loomed in the distance, and a horsewhipping in 
the near future. t "This fellow," said Mr :Bradlaugh,: speaking 
thirteen years later, and still withholding the name, "I compelled 
to retract every word he had uttered, and to pay .£100, which, 
after deducting costs, was divided amongst various charitable 
institutions. The reverend libeller wrote me an abject letter' 
begging me not to ruin his prospects in the Church by publishing 
his name. I con~ented, and he has since repaid my mercy by 

_ * In 1872 Mr Bradlaugh had occasion to address a letter in the NationaZ 
Re/o1"mer to the Rev. Mr M'Sorley, dealing with a sermon of his published in 
the Tottenham and Edmonton AdvertisC'l', but he did not make the slightest 
allusion to the clergyman's former conduct. Mr M'Sorley died in 1892. 

t I remember that some one, I know not whom, put the horsewhip in the 
hall iu readiness, and this impressed upon the minde of us children the 
dreadful depths of Mr M'Sorley's depravity I Ollr father never said a ha:r~h 
word or raised his hand in aoger to one cif us, and we knew that the persoll 
must be very bad indeed if the possibility of a whipping could be even 
contemplated I 
+ The Weeklv Dispatch, November 16, 1879. 
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losing no opportunity of being offensive. He is a prominent 
contributor to the Rock, and a fierce ultra-Protestant." 

So much for the bitter lament and frank avowal of an ordained 
minister of the Church of England! 

It is an open question which was the worse of the tw~the Rev. 
John Graham Packer or the Rev. Hugh M'Sorley. I am inclined 
to think that the latter carried off the palm, although his malignancy 
recoiled upon himself, whilst Mr Packer's took such terrible. effect. 
In any case a perusal of Mr M'Sorley's " Appendix" will convince 
the reader, if indeed any need convincing, that Mr Packer was not--
81 hu lately been the fashion to assume-the only clergyman who 
hu strive~ to injure my father'l! character. 



CHAPTER XII. 

TOTTENHAM. 

OUR house at Sunderland Villa was what I suppose would be 
called an eight-roomed house. It comprised four bedrooms, two 
sitting-rooms, and a ljttle room built out over the kitchen, which 
was Mr Bradlaugh's " den" or study. There was a garden in the rear 
communicating by a private way with" The Grove," a road running 
at right angles to Northumberland Park, in which our house was 
situate"d; and at the bottom of this garden, when thinga looked 
very prosperous indeed, some, stables were built. There was to be 
stalled the longed-for horse which was to take my father to the 
City every day; but before the stables were quite completed Black 
Friday came, and. with it vanished all these entrancing dreams. 
The building indeed remained, but merely as a playhouse for us 

_ children, or to afford an occasionallotlging for a friend (the coach
man's quarters being well and snugly built), and also, I fear, as a 
"good joke" to the neighbourhood. 

We usually had one or more dogs, belonging to the various 
members of the family, for we were all fond of animals, and any 
big ones were kept in the paved forecourt of the stables. At one 
time there were three dwellers in the court, but these ultimately 
thinned down to one, the dog Bruin, my father's special favourite. 
Bruin was part retriever and part 8t Bernard, a fine dog to look at, 
and wonderfully clever. Mr Bradlaugh was never wealY of relati!1g 
anecdotes of his intelligence and sagacity. From his kennel in the 
court Bruin's chain-range covered the garden gate, arid with him 
there no bolt or lock was necessary, for while with friends he was 
the mildest and gentlest of dogs, with strangers or suspicious 
persons he was truly formidable. He made no unnecessary show 
of what he could do; he quietly watched the person until he was 
well within his reach, and then hurled himself at his throat. This 
I once saw. He was devoted to my father, and with him almost 
pcrfectly docile and obedient. And when, in 1870, Mr Bradlaugh 

108_ 
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had to part with him, losing Bruin was by no means the smallest 
grief at a time when there was little else but sadness and eorrow. 

At St, Helen's Place MrJames Thomson (B. V.) had shared our 
borne, and he again lived with us for some years at Sunderland 
Villa. Tho acquaintance which sprang up between them during 
M.r Bradlaugh'. army experiences in Ireland had soon ripened into 
warm friendship. 

When my father quitted the service they kept up a close 
correspondence, and many a time have I heard my mother lament 
that M.r Thomson's " beautifullettel's "had been destroyed. When 
M.r Thomson also left the army and came to London at the end of 
1862, he came to my father, who at once held out a helping :hand 
to him. In 1863 Mr Bradlaugh obtained for him the appointment 
of Secretary to the Polish Committee, but his inherited curse of 
intemperance seized upon. him, and at a crucial moment he dis
appeared. * On May 29th M.r W. J. Linton wrote from Ambleside:-

• Mr W. E. Adams speaks of this matter in his recollections oC my father, 
from which I have already quottd on page 68. "I think it has been 
said," he remarks, "that Mr Bradlaugh did not do the best he could for 
James Thomson, the author of • The City of Dreadful Night.' My own 
testimony on this subject may not be of much account, but I happen to 
know that Mr Bradlaugh for many years maintained Thomson as a member 
of his own family; sometimes finding him employment in his own office, at 
other times getting him situations elsewhere. When the Polish Revolution 
of 1862 broke out, a committee was formed in London to assist the insurgents. 
I waa appointed secretary of that committee. But in 1863 it became 
necessary that I should resign in ords to accept an appointment- in 
Newcastle. lIr Bradlaugh asked me to do what I could to obtain for 
Thomson the euccession to the office. It was mainly on lIr Bradlaugh's 
8trong and urgent recommendation that the committee selected him. I 
transferred to him all the books, documents, correspondence, etc:, much of 
it of a very interesting and valuable character. Although' I endeavoured, 
both in Manchester and in Newcastle, where I visited some of the leading 
politicisns, to form branches of the central committee in London, I ceased 
all active participation in the movement. It was naturally expected, of, 
course, that Thomson would do all that had been hitberto done by me, and 
indeed, from his superior qualifications; a great deal more. A few weeks 
after I had been located in Newcastle, however, a letter was placed in my 
handa from the late Peter Alfl'ed Taylor, who was chsirman of the Polish 
Committee, asking whether I could tell him where James Thomson could be 
found, since be had not been at the office for many days, and had left the 
afl'airs of the committee in a disordered condition. Poor Thomson, as 
it turned out, Lad been overtaken by one of those periodical attacks Cof 
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that he was bruised and wounded, and unfit to go out for some 
days. 

Although he failed so miserably in his secretary's work, Mr 
Bradlaugh gave him a post in his own office, and encouraged him . 
to write for the National Reformer. He .had already written a 
few scattered articles, first for the Investigator in 1859, and then 
for the National Reformer. In the latter his writings ultimately 
extended over a period of fifteen years, commencing in 1860, and 
ending in the BUmmer of 1875. His contributions range from the 
smallest review notice of some pamphlets written by Frederic 
Harrison, to his great and remarkable poem of "The City of 
Dreadful Night." Those who think most highly of this wonderful 
work admit that there was no other publisher in London who 
would have published it, but at the same time they give no credit 
to my father for discerning genius to which every:one else was then 
blind j on the contrary, they join in the suggestion that Mr 
Thomson was in some way ill-used by Mr Bradlaugh, although 
110flJ they do not deign to tell. Most of "B. V.'s" writings to the 
Natiorud Reformer were done in the years 1865, 1866, 1867, the 
first half of 1868, and second half of 1869, 1870, 1871, 1874, and 
the early months of 1875. In the other years his contributions 
were more scattered, but no year is entirely without. 

While he lived with us at Sunderland Villa, Mr Thomson was just 
one of the family, sharing our home life in every particular. He was 
a favourite with us all; my father loved him with a love that had 
to bear many a strain, and we children simyly adored him. Some
times in the evenings he, with my mother for a partner, my father 
with Miss Lacey (a frequent inmate of our house), would form a 
jovial quartet at whist i and many were the jokes and great the 
fun on these whist evenings. On Sundays, if my father were at 
home, he and Mr Thomson wOllld take us children and Bruin for 
a walk over the Tottenham Marshes to give Bruin a swim in the Lea j 
or if my father were away lecturing, as was too frequently the case, 
then Mr Thomson would take us for a long ramble to Edmonton 
to· see Charles Lamb's grave, 01' maybe across. the fields to 
Chingford. In the winter time, when the exigencies of the weather 
kept us indoors, he would devote his Sunday afternoons to us, 
and tell Us the most enchinting fairy tales it was ever the lot 
of children to listen to. One snowy night my father and he came 
to fetch my sister and me home from a Christmas party. They 
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bad to' carry us, for the snow was deep. They took UB out of th& 
house with due regard to propriety; but they had not got far 
before they were all too conscious of thii weight of their respective 
burdens, so they set us down in a fairly clear spot, and then re
adjusted us "pick-a-ba~k." There was much joking over.our weight, 
and we heartily joined in the laugh and enjoyed the jests at our 
expense, 1I.I1d over and above all the notion of being aided and 
abetted by our elders in do~g something so shocking as a .. pick-a
back" ride through the streets. These were delightful, happy 
times to us at least, and, in spite of -all hi.'! cares, not 
unhappy for my father. H~ had youth and health and hope 
and courage, a friend he loved, and children he was ever good to. 
I feel indeed as though my pen must linger over these small 
trifles, over these merry moods and happy moments, and I am loth 
to put them aside for sadder, weightier matters. 

Or the two would sit in my father's little "den" or study,' and 
smoke. Mr Bradlaugh smoked a great deal at this time, and 
"B. V." was an inveterate smoker; the one had his cigar,and the other 
his pipe; and while the smoke slowly mounted up and by degrees 
so filled the- room that they could scarce see each other's faces 
across the table, they woUId talk philosophy, politics, or literature. 
I can see them now, in some ways a strangely assorted pair, as 
they sat in that little-room lined with books; at the far side of 
the table the poet and dreamer, with his head thrown back and 
with the stem of his pipe never far from his lips, his face almost 
lost in the blue clouds gently and lazily curling upwards; and 
here, near the fireplace, my father, essentially a man tQ whom to 
think, to plan, was to do, sitting in careless comfort in his big 
uncushioned oaken chair, now taking frequent strong draws at his 
cigar, transforming the dull ash into a vigorous point of light, and 
again laying it aside to die into dull ash once more, whilst he 
argued a point or drew himl!elf up to write. How often and how 
vividly that once familiar scene rises before my closed eyes! Of 
course, whilst with us, Mr Thomson had the use of my father's 
little library as bis own, and many of the books still bear the 
traces of his reading in the pencilled notes. 

1)uring the Carlist War, in 1873, Mr Bradlaugh obtained for 
his friend an appointment to go to Spain as special correspondent 
to a New York paper; but alas! he was taken" ill" whilst about 
his duties, wrote irregularly and infrequently, and as a climax 
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wrote three lines describing an important event when three columns 
were expected. He was consequently recalled, and when he got 
back my father found, to his additional vexation, that he (1Ifr 
Thomson) had lost the Colt's revolver which he h·ad lent him. It 
was an old friend to Mr Bradlaugh j he had had.it for many years, 
and it had served him well. 

My father's anger was, as usual, short lived; and in the next 
year he published" B. V.'s" os City of Dreadful Night," and thence
forward gave him regular work on the National Reformer. But 
he was unhappily one not to be relied upon; and on a special 
occasion when he was left with the responsibility of the paper he 
disappeared and left it, as far as he was concerlled .. to cOJ;ne out 
al best it could. At length, in 1875, in spite of all my father's 
forbearance and affection, Mr Thom~on for some reason felt 
injured j but whatever might have been his grievances, ihey 
were in fal;t utterly baseless. Mr Thomson resented his supposed 
injury by an open insult, and from that moment the friendship 
between these two was dead. On Mr Thomson's side it seeUled 
turned to hatred and bitter animosity, and he said agaiJlst my 
father some of the most bitter things possible for a man .to say. 
The memory of all past love and kindness seemed washed out and 
drowned in a whirl of evil passions. My father was deeply 
wounded, and at first, for sOJP.e year or two, never voluntarily 
mentioned his old friend's name j but when the first soreness had 
passed he spoke of him, seldom, it is true, but with a certain 
tenderness, and always as "poor Thomson."· We found amongst 
things long put away a silver cup won by Mr Thomson and 
inscribed with his name j we asked my father what we should do 
with it. " Send it to him, my daughters; I dare say he needs it, 
poor fellow." And indeed we heard afterwards that it soon found 
its way to the pawnshop. It wall characteristic of my father that 
he said nothing to us, his daughters, of his quarrel with one to 
whom he knew we were greatly attached; we heard of it from 
others not too friendly to my father. We, naturally and without 
a word, although not without great grief, ranged ourselves on our 
father's side, and met Mr Tho,tnson as a stranger j we felt that he 
was grateful for our sacrifice, but he neither uttered a syllable of 
approval or comment, nor did he ever attempt to sway us by sign 
or word. 

Although our home was small, the doors were made to open very 
U· 
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wide. ·Relations and friends, all who stood in need of kindness 
and hospitality, seemed to find their way here; My father's youngest 
sister Harriet, nfter leaving the Orphan Asylum in which she had 
been placed at her father's death, lived with us for a long time. 
She was a brilliant, handsome girl, yet bearing a strong resemblance 
to my father. I can always picture her as she stood one 30th of 
April, awaiting the child gilests who were W come ~ make merry 
over my sister's birthday. Standing against the wall I can see 
her ta'll, well-proportioned figure, robed in one of the sprigged 
muslin gow~s of those days, the short sleeves and low neck of 
the time showing her finll arms and shoulders. I see her face 
with its fair complexion, alive with vivacity and the warm glow of 
health, her light brown hair, her laughing mouth and eyes-eyes 
which were certainly not of the "angel" order, but whose fire 
·and flash gave some warning of the unrestrained temper within. 
Poor Harriet! .this saine temper was her own undqing. Driven 
by it she married badly, in every sense of the word, dragged 
through a few years of miserable ,existence, and eventually died in 
the Fulham Hospital, of smallpox, wh!ln :it fell to my father to 
discharge the funeral expenses-such was the poverty of her own 
home. I have heard that stories have been told and even preached 
f.-om a public platform of her "deathbed conversion," but this 
is only one of the common pious frauds. Her illness was quite 
unexpected, and lasted only a few days, none of her family, except 
her husband, knowing of it until after she was dead. Apart from 
that point and the nature of her illness, which would.somewhatstand 
in the way of much visiting, I am not aware that she ever called 
herself anything but a Christian. She was brought up in that 
religion, and she was not interfered with whilst with us. 
. Here, also, Mr Bradlaugh's younger brother found a resting place 
and tendahce after illness; but as I shall have occasion to speak 
of him later, I will for the moment pass him with a mere mention. 

Others, too, more than I can count,' found their way to that 
small house in Northumberland Park. Some were nursed there, 
some did their courtship there, and some were even married from 
there. In the meantime, who can tell how many were the visitors 
to that little study at the back, over the kitchen 1 Alas! I can 
only remember the J;1ames of a few. There were Frenchmen like 
Talnndier, La Blanc, Elisee Rechls, Alphonse Esquiros; Italians 
and Englishmen working for Mazzini and Garibaldi i Irish politicnls 
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like General Cluseret and Kelly; and there was Alexander Herzen, 
for whom my father had a great admiration, and whom he always 
counted R8 a friend. These, whose nRmes are soinetimes joined 
to faces, and others, faces without names, lie indistinctly in the 
dim far-back memory of my childhood. 

I was· here about to break off and take up again the thread of 
the ltory of Mr Bradlaugh's public work, but it occurs to me that 
I have aaid little about my father's treatment of us, his children, 
and of our early education. There is so little to say, and certainly 
80 little of importance to linger over, that I should have passed on 
to other matters were it not for the imaginings of those who make 
it their business to spread false statements concernmg 1\Ir 
Bradlaugh, even on such a purely personal matter as his children's 
education. 

My father. was away from home so much that ordinarily we saw 
him very little, and my earliest recollection of him is at St. Helen's 
Place. One evening in particular seems to stand out iu my 
memory. The room was alight and warm with gas and fire; and 
at one end of the table, covered with papers, sat my father. I 
suppose that we were romping and noisy, and interfered with his 
work, for he turned towarda us and said in grave tones, which I 
ean always hear, "Is it not time you little lassies went to bed'" 
A trifling incident, but it shows that at that time he was obliged 
to do his thinking and writing in the common room in the midst 
of his family, and the term "little lassies" was a characteristic one 
with him. When we were quite little, if he had anything serious 
to 88y to us, it was his "little lassies" he talked to; as we grew 
older it was "my daughters," and what he had to say always 
leemed to have an additional emphasis by the 1lse of the special, 
yet tender term, almost entirely reserved for serious occasions. In 
the morning, when he left home, we three children always 
asscmbled for the" goodbye" kiss; after that we seldom saw him 
until the next day. If, however, he was home in the evenings 
while we were still up, we used to sit by his elbow while he played 
whist or chess, and after the game was over he would so carefully 
explain his own moves, and perhaps the faults of his partner or his 
opponents, that before I was twelve years old I could play whist 
as well as I can to-day, and chess a great deal better, merely through 
watching his play, and paying attention to his comments. 
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Broxhoume was then his favourite place for fishing; it was 
easily reached from Northumberland Park, and there were ,in those 
days good fish in the Lea. He and the proprietor of the fishing
right were very good ~riends ; and sometimes when it grew too dark 
to fish, he would wind up his day with a pleasant game at billiards 
before taking the train home. He generally took us children with 
him if the day was fine, and these were indeed red-letter days for 
us. We were on our honour not to get into any mischief, and, 
with the'one restriction that we were not to make a noise close to the 
water, we were' allowed a perfect, glorious liberty. Sometimes -we 
too would fish, and my father would give us little lines and floats 
and hooks, and with an impromptu rod stolen from the nearest 
willow or ash tree we would do our best to imitate our superior. 
But my brother was the only one who showed great perseverance 
in this respect; my sister and, I soon tired of watching the placid 
float on the sparkling water, and sought other amusements. At 
Carthagena Weir my father would "make it right" with old 
Brimsden the lock-keeper, and he would rig us up a rope swing 
on which he would make a seat of a most wonderful sheep-skin ; 
or there were a score of ways in which we amused ourselves, for 
there was no one to say, "Don't do this" or "Don't do that." We 
could roll in the grass and get our white muslin dresses grass-green, 
jump in the ditch and fill our shoes with mud, anything so long as 
we enjo;yed ourselves and did no harm. Whether it was the feeling 
of freedom and the being made our own judges of right or wrong, 
I do not know, but I do not remember one occasion on which we 
were rebuked either by the lenient guardian with us or by the 
stricter one when we got home again-for, of course, as is mostly the 
way with women, my mother was much more particular about the 
" proprieties" than my father; and had he brought us home in a 
very tumbled, muddy condition, OUl' fishing expeditions would have 
been less frequent. 

As to our early education, our father did the best he could for 
us; but his means were small, and the opportunities for schooling 
twenty-five and thirty years ago were not such as they are to-day. 
My sister and I, first alone'and then with my brother, were serlt to 
a little school taught by two maiden ladies; the boys being taught 
upstairs, and the girls in a room below. At this school, as always, 
although the contrary has been stated, we were withdl'awn from 
religious instruction, but t,hc Misses( Burnell did not always obey 



TOT'l'E .. '~'RA.M. 117 

thia injunction: if a bogie was wanted to frighten us with, then 
"God" was trotted out. I remember on one occasion, when I 
suppose I had been' naughty, MiSs BumeD. pointing to -the sky, 
told me tbat God was watching me from above and could see all 
I did. Childlike, I took this literally, though I suppose with the 
proverbial .. grain of sal~» for I leaned out of the window and 
gazed up into the sky to see for myself this .. God" who was 
always watehing my actions. It was just dusk, and it happened to 
be a time when some comet was visible. When '1 looked out and 
saw this brilliant body lighting up the darkness all about i~ I was 
convinced that tM. was the" eye of God" of which Miss Burnell 
had been talking, and hastily drew in my head again to get out 
of his sight' But as at home we had no mysterious Being either 
to fear (because that seems the first impression generally made 
upon sensitive children) or to love, this awful Eye blazing away 
overhead tperely left a vague feeling of uneasiness behind, which 
time and healthier thought effaced. My little brother was soon 
taken from this school and sent to a boarding-school, where he 
remained only a few months, as it was unsatisfactory; he was also 
over-walked, which resulted in laming him for a time. The 
master who took the boys out for walking exercise could not have 
been of an exactly cheerful disposition, for at the time of the 
dreadful ice accident in 1867, when forty persons were drowned, 
he_ marehed the boys to Regent's Park to see the dead bodies 
taken out of the water. It was !'> terrible sight for little boys to 
see j and as my little brother was only just over seven years old, 
the remembrance of these rows of dead bodies made an indelible 
impression upon his mind. He was then sent, to some good friends 
at Plymouth, Mr and Mrs John Williamson, and while he grew 
well and strong in the sea breezes, he went to school with their 
SOD. On coming home again, he was sent to Mr John Grant, 
schoolmaster in the 2nd Battalion Grenadier .. Guards-then a 
friend of lIr Thomson's, and so of my father's-who took him as 
a private pupil. My sister and I learned French of different 
French refugees who frequented our house, and I must do them 
the'justice to say that our French was both a great deal better taught 
and learned than our Elltilish. My father used to hold sudden 
examinations at unstated times of our progress in the French 
language, especially if he happened to come across a Jra1UJ piece, 
reminiscent of his journeys to the Continent. This Jranc was to 
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be the reward of the one who answered best; but somehow I 
was so stupid and desperately nervous that I never once won the 
prize: my sister always carried it off in triumph. 

Never during the whole of our childhood did my father once 
raise his hand against us, never once did he speak a harsh word. 
We were whipped, for my mother hei.d the old-fashioned, mistaken 
notion that to (' spare the rod" was to "spoil the child;" but 
when scolding or whipping failed to bring obedience, the culprit 
was taken to that little study; there a grave look and a grave 
word brought instant submission. But it seldom went beyond the 
threat of being taken there, for we loved him so that we could not 
bear him even to know when we were naughty. 

I feel that much of this may well seem very trivial to those who 
read my book, but my excuse for dwelling so long on such details 
is that even the inost ordinary incidents in my father's history 

. have been misstated and distorted. I take my opportunity whilst 
I may, for many lie cold in the grave, and mine is now almost the 
only hand which can nail down the wretched calumnies which 
strike at such small personal matters as these. 



CHAPTER XllL 

'lBB .. NATIONAL BBPORHBB." 

TaOt;)1I who have travelled with me thus far will have noticed that 
the awry of Mr Bradlaugh's public work is carried down to 1860, 
just prior to the inauguration of the National Reformer. This I 
thought would be a good point at which to break ofhnd look at 
what his private life and home suuowldings had been doring tliat 
time; and the account of this I have brought down to about the 
year 1870. - I will now retrace my steps a little and go back to 1860 
to take np agaiu the narrative of my falher's public work, and to 
tell of the starting, carrying on, and vicissitudeS of the National 
Reformer, of the stormy lecturing times when Mr Bradlaugh 
dlllivered twenty-three or more lectures in one month, travelling 
between Yarmouth and Dumfries to do it and home again with 
perhaps lesa money in his pocket than when .he started. Italy. 
Ireland, the Lancashire Cotton Famine, the Reform League, the 
General Election of 1868, these and other matters of -more or less 
importance will bring us again to the year 1870. That year 
brought with it such important events touching both the private 
and public life of Mr Bradlaugh that it made, as it were, a break 
in hia life. and marked a new era in his career. 

The Sheffield Freethinkers, as I said a few pages back.
almost adopteU the young "IconOclast" as their own. In him 
they found a bold, able, and untiring advocate of the opinions 
they cherished; in them he, in return, found full appreciation of 
bis efforts. kind friends and enthusiastic -co-workers. This union 
had not existed long before it resolved itself into a practical form 
-the promulgation of the NatiolUU. Reformer. The initiation of 
-the idea came from Mr Bradlaugh, who naturally sighed after his 
lost Investigalor~' but as neither he nor anyone of these Yorkshire 
friends was sufficiently wealthy to take the sole risk of starting 
and running a newspaper, a committee of Sheffield, Bradford, and 
Halifax men formed a Company and issued a pl'Ospectus, which 

1111 
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was ins~rted in the Reasoner of February 12, 1860.* This 
original Prospectus is very interesting, and a perusal of it will 
show how closely, except on one" or two matters of detail which 

* The Prospectus of the Reformer, as it appeared in the ReasO'Mt", was as 
follows :~ 

"REFORMER NEWSPA.PER COMPANY, Limited. Capital, £1000, in 2000 
shares of lOs. each. This Company is to be formed for the purpose of issuing 
a weekly newspaper, price twopence, to be entitled the" Ref07"1TlM", of the size 
of the Manchester Guardian, folded so as to form eight pages. It will ad vo· 
cate advanced Liberal opinions, on Social, Political, Theological, and Scientific 
questions, and will permit free discussion on every statement made, or opinion 
advanced in its columns, or upon any"qnestion of general importance. The 
present 'platform of political views will be mainly that advocated by the 
Northern Reform Union, but every phase of the political question shall have 
free and unreserved treatment, and the most partial Tory will be allowed to 
answer the views of the Editor, as well as the most extreme Republican, the 
promoters being of opinion that no one man holds the "whol,! truth, but that 
it pe~eates from one cxtreDle to another, and can only be found by a com· 
plete ventilation and examination of each man's views. On social science, 
the promoters intend specially to watch the conduct of the Social Science 
League, reviewing the course taken by its leading men, and illustrating the 
general views enunciated at its meetings. The newspaper will contain full 
reports of co·operative news, meetings and proceedings or trade societies," and 
co-operative progress throughout the country. It will also contain articles 
illustrating the connection between physiological and psychological pheno. 
mlma, and illustrating new scientific discoveries, examining and explaining 
the various theories in connection with animal magnetism, phrenology, etc., 
treating fully on the important gronnd recognised under the title of Political 
Economy. The present platform, of theological advocacy, will be that of 
antagonism to every known religious system, and especially to the various 
phases of Christianity taught and preached in Britain; but every one
Churchman, Dissenter, or anti.theologian~hall have full space to illustrate 
his own views. The paper will also contain all the important news of the 
week, summary of Parliamentary debates, reviews of books, etc. etc. ; special 
law and police intelligence; original poetry, etc. The Company willbe con. 
ducted by a committee of management, appointed annually by the general 
body of shareholders. The committee will have the whole financial control 
of the paper, and will have the appointment of the Editor. The Editor for 
the first six months will be • Iconoolast,' who will be continued in that office 
if satisfaction be given to the committee of management. A nnmber of 
well-know~ writers have alrea.dy associated themselves with that gentleman
in order to make tho pages of the Reformer worthy of general approbation. " 

It will be noted that here the paper is called the Ref07"1TlM" simply, bnt in 
the first advel'tisement which appeared after the pUblication of its polic:h it 
was an nounced as the National Reformer. 



TlJE "NATIONAL REFORMER." 121 

have necessarily altered with the times, the programme of the 
latter day National Reformer adhered to that issued thirty-four 
years ago. A careful comparison of the policy embodied in this 
Prospectus with the policy of the paper up to January 1891 will 
entirely disprove the various assertions of modifications airily 
made by many persons; by some carelessly, these never having 
troubled to make themselves acquainted with the facts; by others 
wilfully, regardless of the truth within their knowledge. 

The arrangements for the paper were completed, ana announce
ments concerning it made, when Mr Joseph Barker returned to 
England from America. His coming was heralded by a flourish of 
trumpets-literary trumpets, that is-receptions were arranged to 
welcome him, and there was evidently a widespread notion that 
Joseph Barker was a very great man indeed. It is difficult for us 
to-day, having before us his whole public career, with its kaleid
oscopic changes of front, to realise the enthusiasm which his name 
provoked in 1860. But be that as it may, it is quite evident that 
at that time his reputation stood high amongst English Free
thinkers; and, in an evil hour, 1Ifr Bradlaugh, thinking that the 
co-operation of such a man would be of great advantage to the 
cause he bad at heart, suggested to the Sheffield committee that 
:hIr Barker should be invited to become co-editor with himself. 
The suggestion was readiJy adopted, and all future announcements 
concerning the National Reformer contained the two names, 
Joseph Barker and .. Iconoclast," as "editors for the first six 
months." 

The issue of the first number was promised for April 8th (1860), 
but apparently there ,vas some littl~ difficulty in getting it under 
weigh, and it was not until the following Saturday,* April 14th, 
that the new venture was fairly launched~ According to the 
arrangements made between the COlnmittee of management and the 
editors, Mr Joseph Barker edited the first half (four pages), 
.. Iconoclast II the second; and in this last half were put all the 
parliamentary, co-operlttive, and society reports, announcement of 
lectures, and advertisements. .1 conclude that after a few numbers, 
Mr Bradlaugh found all these reports greatly curtailed the space 
available for original articles by himself or his contributors, for 
vory BOon the Parliamentary reports were abandoned, and criti. 
cism of measures before the Legislature, written either by himself 

• The paper was at first dated on the Saturday. 
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or ~y ," Caractacus," were substituted. The" original" ]loetry, I 
remark, was mainly confined to Mr Barker's side (1 use 1he wonl 
"original" because it appeared in the Prospectus); and even there 
the poetic s,eed seems to have taken some time to germinate; for 
until the tenth number only two or three stray shoots appeared j 
with" No. 10," however, it suddenly blossomed into upwards of a 
column of verses. These verses are from the pens of Charles 
Mackay, John G. Saxe, Longfellow, and Richard Howitt, and it 
is a heavy demand upon us to believe that they made their tirst 
appearance unuer the auspices of Mr Barker in the National Re
former. After this number there was seldom an issue without some 
verse-" original n or otherwise. There is one small matter which 
has amused me immensely in connection with the National Re
former (and also with the Reasoner), that is, the enthusiastic 
advocacy of the Turkish. Bath. A casual observer, fay a Hindu 
or a Confucian, coming to these papers with an entirely unbiassed 
minu, might well imagine that tpe Turkish Bath was a mainstay of 
Secularism, such is the ardour with which its merits are put for
ward. At each town visited by the different editors, wherever 
there was a Turkish Bath, the bath is also visited, reported upon, 
and if possible, commended in their respective 'papers. Thus, in 
the first number of the National Rejormer, Mr Barker winds up 
an account of .. My lecturing tour" by a detailed description of 
the bath at Keighley, and refers more briefly to those he revelled 
in at Sheffield, Huddersfield, Rochdale, Stockport, and Bradford. 
He seems to have been a new convert, and on that ground perhaps 
may be excused the eagerness which carried him to such flights in 
his description as to record the momentous fact that the drying 
sheet was "fringed :with red." While Mr Barker thus describes 
in his half of the paper, " Iconoclast" in the four pages under his 
charge devotes two-thirds of a column to an article on "Cleanli- _. 
ness," in which he also extols the TUl'kish Bath, but with the 
calmness and matter-of-fact manner of an old frequenter. Mr 
Jagger of Rochdale and Mr Maxfield of Huddersfield are especially 
and discriminatingly praised for the. comfort and cleanliness of 
their arrangements. We are all tolerably familiar with the pro
verb" Cleanliness comes next to Godliness," but anyone reading 
the Freethought papers of thirty odd years ago would be compelled 
to admit that it took a very front place in the principles of 
Secularism then. 
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As a matter of course, Mr Bradlaugh addressed some "First 
worda .. to his readers; from this I will detach two sentences, and 
two only; and these because they embody, in forcible language, 
truths as sound to-day as at the moment when they were written. 
Let us unite against the clergy, he urges upon his Freethinking 
readers, for" the Bible is the great cord with which the people 
are bound; cut this, and the mass will be more free to appreciate 
facts instead of faiths." Then in praising the efforts at Co
operation at Rochdale, lie adds: "I would say to the men of other 
towns, do nQt strike against your masters, ye who are servants, but 
combine to servo one another in co-operative associations, which· 
will enable you to employ and elevate yourselves, and in time. 
will strike the words • master and servant' out of our vocabulary." j 

The second number of the National Reformer did not appear 
until a month Jater, the third came out on June 2nd, and with 
that commenced the weekJy issue. Willi the exception of a few 
letters and occasional extractg, the whole of which rarely filled 
more than two or three columns, lIr Joseph Barker's half was 
entirely written by himself, and the initials "J. B." dotted all 
over the four pages become so monotOnous that the sight of 
another signature gives quite a relief to the eye. The most 
prominent contributors to Iconoclast's I!ection were "Caractacus," 
"G. R.," and lIr John Watts. When the paper was nothing 
more than a project, Mr Bradlaugh spoke of it to his 
friend lIr W. E. Adam.,\ who was then living at· Manchester. 
He asked the author of the "Tyrannicide" pampblet to write 
articles for tIle new paper, but Mr Adams bad so modest an 
opinion of his own abilities that he hesitated to consent. But 
consent he at length did j an article from his pen upon" Reform " 
appeared in the firs~ number, and once having made tho pl~nge, 
he became a regular weekly contl'ibutor. The first contribution 
Was I!igned .. 'V. "E. A .• " but after that lIr Adams wrote under 
the siguature of "Caractacull," and the eloquence of his articles 
impeaching the oppressor; or pleading the cause of the oppressed. 
quicken the blood in one's veins to-day. IUthough the mell and . 
causes which inspired his pen are now more than half fm"gotten. 
G. R.'a first article on the population doctrines appeared in the 
fourth number, and after that he wrote fairly frequently for the 
National RejrJ1"f1ler. In number sixteen, the printer transferred 
nine "make-up" paragraphs-sent by Mr Bradlaugh to ~ up 
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any vacant corners in his secti~n-to Mr Barker's half. The 
paragraphs were sufficiently interesting in their way, but, after 
the manner of such paragraphs, contained no very startling 
doctrines, nor expressed any very extraordinary sentiment.. The 
first read "Kindness' to animals promotes humanity;" the second 
gave some tonnage statistics; the third was upon persecutions, 
nrging "that he who kills for a faith must be weak, that he who 
dies for a faith must be strong;" the other paragraphs were 
quotations from Thackeray, Wendell Phillips, Senior, Mansell's 
Bampton Lectures, Theodore Parker and Ruskin. Such was the 
effect of these harmless looking extracts upon Mr Bark~r, however, 
that he thought it necessary to specially address his readers on 
September 8th (in No. 17), publicly repudiating the sentiments 
as "foolish or false," and specially selecting for condemnation tho 
maxim on kindness to animals! This is the first intimation the 
public have of the "rift within: the lute," and one is immediately 
driven to the conclusion that a !pan who could publicly repudiate, 
in the brusque language used by Mr Barker, such a triHing matter 
as this, must have been very anxious to pick a quarrel with his 
colleague, no matter how slight the grounds. As a matter of 
course, Mr Bradlaugh was obliged in the next number to explain 
that the paragraphs had been used by the printer to fill up what 

. would otherwise have been a blank space in Mr Barker's half. 
"It was done," he said, "without my knowledge, but I can 
hardly say against my wisb," and then, naturally enough, he pro
ceeded to defend or explain the sentiments expressed in them. 
This matter, small in itself, makes it fairly evident that Mr 
Barker was a man exceedingly -difficult to deal .with; and his 
entire lack of self-restraint is shown in his eagerness to display 
to the public the smallest of his grievances, even as against his 
co-editor, with whom one would have imagined it would have 
been to his intel'est to at least appear on fdendly terms, since it 
directly involved the welfare of the paper. 

For some time after this, things went on quietly between the 
two editors, each pursuing the even tenor of his way. But this 

• seeming tranquillity did not extend far below the surface. Mr 
Barker expressed to certain persons his regret at having associated 
himself with !lIr Bradlaugh, and his determination not to continue 
long as co-editor. Of course, all this was reported to Mr 
Bradlaughl although he allowed it to pass quite unnoticed. 
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There were for the momeJ;lt no more outbursts of repudi~tk>n in
the Nati~al Re/ormer, still the paper was very curious reading, 
and it grew more and more curious each week. As Mr Bradlaugh 
himself wrote at a later stage: II The points of difference between 
myself and Mr Barker are many. He professes now to be a Theist. 
For eight yearll. at least, I have been an Atheist. I am for the 
Manhood Suffrage. Mr Barker is against it. I hold the doctrines 
of John Stuart Mill on Political Economy. Mr Barker thinks the 
advocacy of such opinions vile and immoral. Mr .Barker thinks 
Louis Napoleon a good and useful man. I believe the Emperor 
of the French to be the most clever and unscrupulous rascal in 
the world." These were a few of the more prominent points of 
difference, and they seemed to -increase and· magnify week by 
week, although my father's Malthusian advocacy and his hatred 
of Louis Napoleon were made the principal giounds of friction. 
All Mr Bradlaugh's contributors were apparently obnoxious to 
Mr Barker. He fell foul of II Caractaeus" on. the subjects of the 
A,merican War, Garibaldi, and the Emperor of the French j "G. R." 
was attacked for his economical doctrines in the most unreserved 
language j and Mr John Watts he opposed on private grounds. 
These differences of opinion broke out once more into open 
hostility in Mr Barker'e half. In No. 47, "Caractacus," in an 
arti~le on the dangers to the rights of free speech, called upon . 
co all honest and liberal men It to stand by Iconoclast and Mr 
Barker in their efforts "to maintain the very greatest of our 
public rights. OJ In the same number, and on the opposite page, 
Mr Joseph Barker protested against the reference to himself. 
He had seen the article before it went to press, and had he 
mentioned his objection, the words would have been erased; but 
apparently that was too ordinary a ml;lthod for Mr Barker. In 
No. 48 he inserted a ridiculous. statement that Luther made it 
a rule to tl"8nslate a verse of the Bible every day, which rapid 
rate of working .. soon brought him to the conclusion of his 
labours." A few weeks later he wrote of this as though it had· 
appeared in Ie Iconoclast's" section; in the same issue of the 
paper he also took occasion to insert a notice disclaiming all 
responsibility for anything that might appear in the last four pages, 
and this notice he continued week by week. All this to an 
infant paper was about as. bad as a course of whooping cough, 
.~~~6!(>,\nd scarlet fever to a child j that the National Reformer 
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survived it proves that it had an exceptionally strong constitution. 
Mr Bradlaugh naturally became much alarmed about its future, 
for it was noticeably falling away and losing strength. Feeling 
that a little more of such treatment would kill- it outright, he 
addressed himself to those who, with himself, were responsible for 
its existence. 

He sent a short letter to the shareholders of the National 
Ref01'11ler Company, in which he said :-

"Eighteen months since I, with the special aid of my Sheffield 
friends, initiated the present Company. The paper belonging tQ the 
Company was to have been. edited by myself, but feeling that two men 
do more work than one-if sllch work be done nnitedly-I offered to 
share such editorship with Mr Joseph Barker. The experience of the 
past twelve months has taught me that the paper can only be efficiently 
conducted under one editor." . 

After recounting the differences and difficulties, he ends by 
suggesting that both should tender their resignations, and that 
some one gentleman be eleCted as the sole' conductor. If this 
course should be adopted, he says, he would offer himself as a 
canilidate for the office. , 

An extraordinary meeting of the shareholders was called for 
August 26th (1861), and Mr Bradlaugh was elected as editor, with 
a salary of .£5 per week, by 41 votes against 18 for Mr Barker, and 
with the next number this gentleman's connection with the paper 
came to an end. 

Before dismissing Mr Barker's name altogether from these pa.,aes, 
I am anxious to record a little discovery that I have made since 
I have 'been at work upon this biography. If those who own a 
copy of the "Biography of Charles Bradlaugh," by A. S. 
Headingley, which for the most part gives a very fm account of 
the life of Mr Bradlaugh up to 1880, will tum to pages 78 to 82, 
they will find a story given there of rioting at Dumfries and 
Burnley'during 1Ifr BradIaugh's visits to those towns. At Dum
fries, so the stor)' goes, there was so much violence exhibited that 
"Bradlaugh," whom the mob had threatened to kill, thought he 
had better wait until the excitement was over; he waited until 
midnight, when some one took him down into a cellar and so out 
into the street; once outside he feared to go to his hotel, but 
waited in the shadow by the river-side. At length be ventured to 
.move a little, but was recognised by some. persons, who rushed off 
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to raise the hue and cry. "Bradlaugh then turned down a dark 
side street and got back to the friendly river," where after a time 
he saw a policeman and then took courage "to walk by his side." 
He wal soon met by friends, for the town, was being scoured for 
him, and conducted to his hotel in safety. The story of what 
happened at Burnley is somewhat similar. I must confess that 
the account of these riots always annoyed and disappointed me. 
lt waB so unlike my father to wait about for fear of the mob, get 
out through the cellar and loiter by the river-side till he happened 
to meet a policeman under whose sheltering wing he at last 
ventured to go towards his lodgings. But Mr Bradlaugh having 
Been the book, having caused it to be revised ,in one or two points, 
it never occurred to me to doubt the general accuracy of the state
ments made in it. Lately, in searching for some accoUht of these 
riots, I find that Mr Headingley is quite trustworthy, except on 
one point, and that is the name oj the lecturer at Dumfries and 
Burnley. Those who own copies of this work are' requested to 
substitute "Barker" for "Bradlaugb" wherever the latter name 
occurs on the pages specified, beginning with the paragraph at the 
bottom of page 78. No injustice will be done to Mr Barker's 
memory, for his own account * has been faithfully followed by 
Mr Headingley. 

From the issue of September,7th (1861), then Mr Bradlaugh was 
Bole editor of the National Rejormer, and in the following number 
be made a declaration of his policy and objects as advocate of the 
Secular Body. In concluding this statement of his views he says:-

.. Our party is the • party of action,' youthful, hopef~ effort j 
we recognise no impassable barriers between ourselves and the 
right .. we see no irremovable obstacles in our course to the true, 
We will strive for it, we will live for it, and, if it be necessary, 
die for it. And even then, in ou1,' death, we should not recognise 
defeat, but rather see another step in the upward path of martyr
dom • • • • it is our most enduring hope that • •• • we may find 
a grave which, in the yet far-off future, better men than ourselves 
may honour in their memories j forgetting our many faults, alone 
remembered now, and remembering our few useful deeds, at present 
by our hostile critics persistently overlooked." 

A month later appears one of his earliest letters to the clergy, 

• /I~aUO'fla~ RejO'r11l(Jr, March 23, 1861. 
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though Jlot the earliest, for some :five or six sMrt letters, scattered 
over several months, had previously appeared; most of these were 
brief challenges based upon the public statements of some cleric, 
'or repudiation of certain views attributed to Freethinkers, or con
demnation of some intolerant utteran.ce. The letter to the Rev. 
J. Clarke, of CIeckheaton, is, I think, about the :first of those 
controversial letters of which he subsequently wrote so many, I!Jld 
which wel'e so popular and effective. In November we find not
ification of another change to take place in the National Reformer. 
In future Mr George Jacob Holyoake is to "rank as chief 
contributor," while Mr John Watts is definitely charged with the 
duties of sub-editor. A, week later, a letter signed "G. J. 
Holyoake," and headed "One Paper and One Party,". informed 
"the Secularists of Great Britain" that Mr Holyoake had arranged 
to become special contributor. With the beginIDng of the year 
1862 'he was to contribute three pages of matter either from his 
own pen or from the pens of others for whom he was responsible. 
The Reasoner, edited since 1842 by Mr Holyoake, came to an end in 
the June of 1861 ; after that he was connected with the Oounsellor, 
and was proposing to bring out a new paper called the Secular 
IV (wld. This latter title he liked so' well that although he 
abandoned for the time the bringing out of his new paper in 
favour of special contributions to the National Ref(Yl'mer, he 
reserved to himself "a' copyright in that idea." It will be 
remembered that the, Company agreed to pay their editor .£5 per 
week in full discharge of his duties. Of this Mr Holyoake was 
to receive .£2 per week, leaving .£3 to my father to pay other 
contributors, his sub-editor, and himself. .An effort was made to 
sell 10,000 copies of the first issue of the paper under the new 
arrangement; about 8000 were sold, and the sale would have 
exceeded the 10,000, if the orders had not arrived too late to 
Bu}:>ply them. 

In consequence of the diversity of opinion which had been 
expressed in the columns of the National RefOl'mer at various 
times, a correspondent wrote in February 1862 asking what were 
the political and religious views r~ally advocated by this journal; 
and from the answer made to this gentleman by Mr Bradlaugh, we 
can judge to what extent he went back upon the position of his 
earlier years, as it was for the last few years of his life the fashion 
to assert. He sayR :-
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II ~ditoriatly the Qational Reformer, as to religious questions, is, 
and always has been, as far as we are concerned, the advocate of 
Atheism; it teaches that all the religions of the world are based 
upon error; that humanity is higher than theology; that know
ledge is far preferable to faith j that action is more effective than 
prayer; and that the best worship mencm-ofl'er IS honest worlf, in 
order' -to make' one another wiser and happier than heretofore. 
In politics, we are Radicals of a Tery extreme kind; we ara ad
Tocates of manhood * suffrage; we desire shorter Parliaments; 
laws which will be more equal in their application to master and 
servant; protection from the present state of the laws which make 
pheasants mora valuable than peasants; we' desire the repeal of 
the laws against blasphemy, and the enactment of some measure 
which will make all persons competent as witnesses whatever may be 
\heir opinions on religion; we advocate the separation of Church 
and State, and join with the financial reformers in their efforts 
,to reduce our enormous and extravagant national expenditure." 

Tho@e who have read the literature in connection with the Free
thought movement Jor the five or six years prior to 1862 will be 
in no way unprepared to find that the journalistic union between 
Mr Holyoake and. Mr Bradlaugh was veri shortlived. In March 
my father, feeling unable to continue to work under ex~sting 
arrangements, seat his resignation into the Natiimal Reformer 
Company; howeve~ "t the Special General Meeting held on the 23rd, 
it was decided not to elect any editor" in the place of Iconoclast." 
Mr Bradlaugh therefore continued to act as editor, and Mr Holyoake 
ceased to be special contributor to the paper. Mi father was 
anxious there should be no quarrel-there had been enough of 

• "Manhood," Mr Bradlaugh explained later in answer to & letter from 
Mrs Law, he used II not in & sexual aense, but rather as asserting the right of 
every citizen to the franchise," with, of eourse,limitations as to insanity, etc. 
}Iy father put his position in most unmistakable language in Mar.ch 1884 in 
the National Ref-, in answer to a suggestion made by a correspondent 
that if there had been women-voters in Northampton he would not have been 
elected. II If the 'women-electors," he said, II thought fit to reject Mr Brad
laugh, and they made the majority, it would be their right. IC llr Bradlaugh 
,,'ere in the Houae of Commons he would vote for woman suffrage, even if he 
were lure he would in CutllrB be excluded by women's votes." And again in 
the December of the following year be urged: "Even if it were unfortunately 
true that every woman would always vote Tory, it would be the duty of 
~dical ... ,to try alld obtain the suffrago for them." 
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that with. Mr Barker-and proposed to· Mr Holyoake that· he 
should contribute two columns of original matter each week, for 
which. he should· receive the same amount as he had received 
before for the three pages. The Secular W~ld was re-announced, 
.and it had my father's best wishes. "We believe that its advent 
will benefit the Freethought party," he writes. However, the 
matter was ·not to be so soon or so easily settled. Mr Holyoake 
claimed from my fa.ther the sum of .£81, ISs., urging that the 
agreement to act as special contributor was for twelve months; 
although he had only filJed the post for three months, he yet 
claimed his salary for the remaining nine. The matter was placed 
before legally appointed arbitrators-,-Mr W. J. Linton, chosen by 
my father, and Mr J. G. Crawford by Mr Holyoake; These 
gentlemen did not agree, Mr Linton being strongly in favour of 
Mr Bradlaugh, and Mr Crawford as strongly, I presume, on the 
other side. They therefore chose an umpire, Mr Shaen-who, by 
the way, ,had, I gather, previously acted as solicitor to Mr Holy
oake, and who many years later showed' a decided personal 
hostility towards Mr Bradlaugh. After many delays Mr ShILP..Jl at 
length made his award in August 1863 in favour of MrJlolyoake, 
and my father writing to a friend at the time says rather grimly: 
"The only good stroke of luck lately is that I am. ordered by 
Shaen to pay G. J. H. .£81, 18s. Linton will tell you the 
particulars. " 

In May 1862. Messrs W. H. Smith & Son first officially refused 
- to supply their agents with the National Reformer. They then 

occupied the chief railway station bookstalls in England, but were 
not quite the monopolists they are to-day, and Mr Bradlaugh could 
for a little while at least get his paper sold at all the stations, 
numbering some sixty or seventy, on the North Eastern and New
castle and Carlisle railways, at which book agencies were held by 
a Mr Franklin. It is wonderful, indeed, how this journal man
aged to live through more than thirty years in spite of this powerful 
boycott, extending as it afterwards did to every part of the kingdom. 
Mr Bradlaugh called' upon his friends to use every effort·to keep 
up the sale. " We will do our part," he wrote, "and we call 
upon our friends, east, west, north, and south, to do their duty 
also." During the last year of his life Mr Bradlaugh was given to 
understand that the boycott would be raised, and that Messrs W. 
H. Smith lSi Son would· be willing to take the National Reformer 
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011 to the railway bookstalls, but the first expenses would have 
been so great that he was unwilling to enter into the further 
financial liabilities which the new departure would have involved. 
'-'- ~e National Reff!1'1Tu!r was not only from its earliest years 
refuseCl by the most powerful booksellers in England, but it was 
maligned in a quarter where indeed it might have looked for fair 
play and a little jUstice-I mean by the Unitarians.* The cy:niCall 
reflection that those who have themselves broken away from the 
cOnventional thought of the times always damn those who go a 
little further than themselves, carries a germ of truth within 
its bitter shell. The Unitarian body always seem to treat 
Fl:eethinkers with an acrimony special to themselves and us. 
Individual Unitarians whom I have known personally have been 
kind, pleasant, liberal-minded people, but Unitarians as a body or 
as represented by their organ seldom enough have turned a kindly 
side towards atheists. 

With every man's hand against it,"With financial difficulties to 
cripple it, both the editor and the company of the unfortunate 
paper felt compelled to review the situation, and put matters on a 
somewhat different footing. Hence at a duly convened meeting 
held in September the company was wound up, and Mr Bradlaugh 
II appointed liquidator according to the terms of the Joint Stock 
Company's Act, 1856." From this time the sole responsibility, 
financial and otherwise, rested upon my father. Unfortunately. 
a few months later his health broke down, and at the urgent 
entreaty of his friends he "most reluctantly resolved to determine 
his connection as Editor, and to retire entirely from the conduct 
and responsibilities of the paper." 

He begged thereIore the support of all friends to Mr John 
Watts, who had consented to take up the onerous burden 1)f 
editorship. Mr John Watts, in all address published the following 
week, wished it to be understood that he was taking up the 
editorship at the "express wish" of Iconoclast. On quitting the 
editor's chair with the issue of No. 146 (Feb. 28), lIr Bradlaugh 
gave expression to his wishes in regard to the conduct of the paper. 

II I flhould wish," he says, II that the National Reformer may 
continue to advocate the fullest liberty of thought and utterance, 
conceding to others that which it claims for itself. That it should 

• See l"21',rcr, May 81, 1862. 
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be plain and honest in its attacks on shams. That it should spare 
no falsehood merely because uttered by .a great man, show no 
mercy to royal treachery simply from reverence for royalty, and 
have no pardon for crowned wrong while ragged wrong ehall 
suffer ••••.• " 

To Freethinkers and Radicals he says, with a bitter pre.~cience of 
his own future fate indicated in some of his words: "Your duty 
lies not in petty personal strife, but in the diffusion of the great and 
mighty truths for which our predecessors have risked stake and 
dungeon. Your duty is not to take part in disputes whether 
John or Thomas is the better leader, but rather so to live as to 
need no. leaders. A public man's life is composed of strange 
phases. H successful, he wins his success with hard struggling. 
As he struggles the little great ones before him, who envy his 
hope, block up his path. His ignorance is exposed, his incapa
bility made manifest; and then when he has won the victory, and 
made a place for standing, each envious cowardly caviller, who dares 
not meet him face to face, stabs him with base innuendo in the 
back. I do' not envy any statesman's character in the hands of 
his political antagonists, still less do I envy when I hear him 
. dissected behind his back by his pseudo-friends." 

In concluding his article he gives special praise to Mr John 
Watts and Mr Austin Holyoake for their help on the paper, taking 
the blame for all its past shortcomings on his own shoulders. 

From February 1863 until April 1866 Mr John Watts edited 
the National Reformer; but unless my father happened to be 
abroad, as he frequently was during the early part of the sixties, 
traces of him were to be found somewhere or other,in the paper, 
either in an article from his pen, a letter, or answers to corres
pondents on legal points. During these three years he contributed 
several notable articles, such as .. Notes on Genesis and Exodus," 
II The Oath Question," "Real Representation of the People," "A 
Plea for Atheism," "Universality of Heresy," .. The Atonement," 
"Antiquity and Unity of the Origin of the Human Race," "The 
Twelve Apostles," .. Why do Men Starve 1" and "Labour's 
Prayer," and many of which have been from time to time revised 
or rewritten, and published and republished in pamphlet form. 

He also gave the paper considerable financial assistance, 
amounting in the three years to upwards of ,£250. , 

On the 22nd of April 1866, a 110~ice appeareJ in the National 
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~Jormer to the effect that Mr Bradlaugh would resume his 
edi/!;orial duties on the paper, of which he had never relinquished 
the' eopyright. The occasion for this announcement was a very 
sad one.' Just as in 1863 Mr Bradlaugh, overtaken by illness, 
was obliged to lay aside his burden of editorship, so in 1866 Mr 
John Watts also became. too ill to continue his work. But the 
illness of Mr J ohn Watts was unhappily more serious than Mr 
Bl'adlaugh's i it was the forerunner of his death. In the November 
of the same year a career of some promise was cut short at its 
opening, and Mr John Watts died of consumption at the early 
sge of thirty-two. 

When he learned of his friend's illness my father readily con
sented to resume his former task as editor, and appointed as sub
editor Mr Charles Watts, who spoke of the satisfaction it had 
been to his brother to have so willing and able a friend take charge 
of the paper once more. A little later Mr Austin Holyoake was 
associated in the sub-editing with Mr Chal'les Watts. 

Thus in 1866 the journal was once more under the full control 
of Mr Bl'lldla~gb. and although qe subsequently, for a time, 
associated anotber editor with himself, he thought for it and fought 
for it, wrote for it and cared for it, from that time until within a 
fortnight of his death, when from his dying bed he dictated a few 
words for me to write. He had to fight for it m press and law 
court. 

In 1867 the high-priced and refined Saturday Review started 
the story, so often repeated since, that Mr Bradlaugh had compared 
God with a monkey with three tails j and further declared.· with 

/that delicacy of language which one expects to meet in such aris
. tocratic company, that .. such filthy ribaldry as we have, from a 
sense of duty, picked off Bradlaugh's dunghill. is simply revolting, 
odio~, and nauseating to the natural sense of shame possessed by 
a savage." Needless to say, the" savage" feelings of the Satwrday 
Review were much too delicate to admit any reply from the editor 
of the journal attacked. Mr Bradlaugh, of course, replied in his 
own paper, and ":B. V." took up the cudgels also on behalf of his 
friend. He wrote at some length, and the following quotation 
truly and amusingly pictures the National. Reformer at least:-

"This poor N. R. I Let us freely admit that it has many imperfec-' 
tion~, many faults; iUs poverty secures for it a constant supply of poor j 
writers, while securing for us, the poor writers, an oppol"tunity ofl 
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publishing what we could hardly get published elsewhere. But I fear 
not to affirm that, by its essential cbaracter, it is quite incomparably 
superior to such -a paper as t-he S. R. It has _ clear principles, which iii 
honestly believes will immensely benefit the world; th.e S: R. is 
govern~and-to-mo~!LexpedieltcY-lor the sole benefit ~. 
ThilOrmer is UevoteutO certain ideas; thelaTter has ~devotion 
nor ideas, but has a cool preference for opinions of good fashion and of 
loose and easy fit. The former is written throughout honestly, each 
writer stating with the utmost sincerity and candour what be thinks and 
feels; the latter-why, the latter would doubtless be ashamed to 
_resemhle in anything its poor contemporary. The former, though not 
always choice and accurate in its language, is generally written in plain 
clear English (and I really account this of importance, and even of vital 
importance, in an English. pUblication); the latter is not written in any 
language at all, for a mixed jargon of the schools, the bar, the pulpit, 
and the clubs is certainly net a language." 

Amongst the papers which copied the Sattirday RevielD article 
was the Printed JO!J/rnal~· and this paper, determined not to fall 
behind its aristocratic colleague, added a little slander on its own 
account, that the National Reformer was improperly printed by 
underpaid composito~aJ.though had the editor cared to inquire, 
he would have found that the men were paid according to the 
regulations of the Printers' Society. 

In January and June of 1867 there appeared in the National 
Reformer some noteworthy letters from the Rev. Charles Voysey. 
They are specially remarkable when contrasted with his public 
utterances of 1880. These letters arose out of a sermon preached 
at Healaugh on October 21st, 1866, in which Mr Voysey said 
that if it were urged 

'that a belief in the Articles of the Christian Creed without morality 
is better than morality without belief,· I frankly own that, though I 
am a Churchman, I would rather see them put aside and torn up as 
rubbish, than see the cause of morality, which is true religion, for a 
moment imperilled. I would honestly prefer a morality without any 
relh;iollS belief-nay, even without any religious hopes and religious 
consolations-to the most comforting, satisfying creed without morality. 
• • . • Inexpressibly sad as it is to us, who rejoice in our Maker, 
and whose hearts pant for the Living God, yet there are some who 
cannot believe in him at all Some of these are kept steadfast in duty, 

.. A dignitary_of tbe Church was reported to havQ snid tbat it was better 
.. to have a l-cligion without morality than morality without religion ... 
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pure and upright in their lives, models of good fathers and mothers, 
good husl>ands and wives, and fulfilling God's own law of love, which 
in mercy he has not made dependent on Creed, but h88 engraven oil 
our \'ery hearts. They are living evidences of morality without religion j 
and if I had to choose between the lot of a righteous man who could not 
believe in a God, and the man of unlimited credulity, who cared not to 
be righteous so much as to be a believer, I would infinitely sooner be 
the)igbteolls Atheist." . 

1fr Bradlaugh made a short comment upon this, to which Mr 
Voysey replied, and one or two further letters appeared. In· a 
letter dated January 13th he writes:-
. "But I leave these minor matters to express my heartfelt sympathy 

for what you call the I Infidel party' under the civil disabilities which 
have hitherto oppressed them. I think with sorrow and shame of .the 
stupid, as well as cruel contempt, with which some of my brother~clergy
men have treated you j and I cannot but deplore the want of respect 
towards you as shown in-the attitude of society, and in the continuance 
of those nearlv obsolete lawlI . ...w:hich our less __ eJ).lighlen~~athers 
passed_iJU1!it'V&ul hope of checki.ng.,.~~- mo.!e!ll.e!1!B_~_!h~..h.~~:!l 
mind. • • •• 1 can do but wry little, buf-th4t little I will do 'Illi,th all 
myheal" to re'1l101le the etigma which attaches to my ordf/l' tlvrough il, 
blind and .emew. bigotry." 

The italics here are mine, as I wish to draw special attention to 
the sentiments of the Rev. Charles Voysey in 1867. In June of 
the same year he wrote other somewhat lengthy letters, in which 
he expressed his great respect for Mr Bradlaugh's "eandour and 
honesty," and his thanks for the" invariable courtesy" shown him. 
That is the Mr Voysey of 1867. In 1880 the Rev. Charles Voysey 
proved the value of his unsought promise to work to remove the 
stigma from his order, by going out of his way to preach a sermon 
at the Langham Han upon the" Bradlaugh Case/' in which he 
explained that he felt" ashamed and disgraced by the people of 

_ Northampton for electing him [Charles Bradlaugh] to represent 
them;" he said that co most of the speeches in the Bradlaugh 
case, in favour oi his exclusion, strike me as singularly good, 
wholesome, and creditable," and he felt thankful to the speakers 
for not mincing the matter. Mr 13rndlaugh, making an ex.
ceedingly brief commentary on Mr Voysey'l/ sermon, eaid:-

" \V e presume that this commendation included the various 
pln·ases invented for Mr Bradlaugh by 'hoJl..' members, but never 
used br him. Mr VOlsey's belief in God seems to include approvaJ 
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'of the use of lies on God's behalf. Mr Voysey says: I It is more 
than pr,obable that if Mr Bradlaugh had claimed to affirm without 
giving reasons for it the Speaker would have at once permitted 
him to affirm.' Here Mr Voysey writes in absolute and inexcus
able ignorance of what actually took place. For' eightpence Mr 
V oysey can buy the Report of the Select Parliamentary Com
mittee, whic~ whil~ unfavourable to me, gives the exact facts, and 
this at least he ought to'do before he preaches another sermon full 
,of inaccuracies as to fact, and replete with unworthy insinuation." 

"The whole affair," says Mr Voysey, "has been a perfect 
, jubilee to the martyr and his friends." And in the end it was--": 
such a jubilee as is never likely to fall to the lot of Mr V oysey. 
True, it was paid for in years of care and terrific mental anxieties; 
true, it was heralded with insult and actual personal. ill-usage; 
true, it cost a life impossible to replace; but the "jubilee" came 
when over the" martyr's "very deathbed the House of Commons 
itself vindicated his honour; when even a Tory statesman could 
be fOlmd to uphold my father's conduct in the Houso, and a Tory 
gentleman to proclaim that he was " a man who had endeavoured to 
do his duty." It was a jubilee of the triumph of consistent courage 
and honesty over "blind and senseless bigotry" and nnprincipleJ 
malice. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

rUB "NATIONAL UrOlUlEB" .AND ITS GOVBlUOfBNT PROBBCUTIONB. 

0. the third of May 1868 the National RejO'l'fJU!l" appeared in 
a new character. A startling announcement at the head of the 
Editorial Noticea seta forth that "the Commissioners of Her 
Majesty's Inland Revenue having commenced proceedings to 
suppress the National RejO'l'fJU!l", a special fund is opened, to be 
entitled 'The National RejO'l'fJU!l" Defence Fund,' to which sul>
scriptiona "are invited. II Above the editorial ieaders was the 
legend, II Published in Defiance of Her Majesty's Government, and 
of the 60 Geo. III. cap. 9." 

Beyond. these two statementa no further information was given 
until the following week, when Mr Bradlaugh explained in answer 
to numerous inquirers that the Commissioners of the Inland 
Revenue had, under 60 Geo. III.. cap. 69. required him to give 
sureties in the sum of £.400 against the appearance of blasphemy 
or sedition in his columna j that they ha.d sent officially to 
purchase a copy j and that they claimed £20 for each separate 
copy of the National llejO'l'fJU!l" published. Another com
munication came from W. H. Melvin, Esq.. Solicitor to the 
IIJand Revenue Office, insisting upon his compliance with the 
requiI'ementa of the statute. Mr Bradlaugh replied intimating 
his refusal, and stating that he was prepared to contest 
the matter. He also addressed a short public letter to tho 
Commissioners : ....... 

.. You have: he writes, "taken the pains to officially remind me of 
an Act of Parliament, passed in 1819, avowedly for the suppression of 
cheap Democratic and Freethought literature, and you require me to 
comply with ita provisions, such proviaions being absolutely prohibitory 
to the further appearance of thia journal. With all humility, I am 
obliged to bid you de1iance; you may kill the NatWnal BefMmtlr, but 
it will not commit suicide. Before you destroy the paper we sball have 
to fight the question as far as my means will permit me." 

In 
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The G~vcrnmcnt showed itself in so little hurry to notice Mr 
Bradlaugh's defiance that he announced the suspension of the 
"defence fund" in the hope that the Government had "recon
sidered its hasty intimations." My father's warlike spirit appears 
to have made him half regretful that all these preliminary 
tbrell.tenings seemed about to result in nothing more serious, 
for he believed he "should have made a good fight for the 
liberty of the press j" although, on the other hand, he was, of 
course, "delighted to be let alone," as he couid not afford" to go 
to jail," and "jail" would have been the natural termination to 
his defeat and the Government triumph. The hopes and fears 
of his suspense were, however, at length brought to an end, and 
the next issue of the National Reformer (May 24) appeared with 
the. words "Prosecuted by Her Majesty's Government" printed 
in large black type on the front page; and this aunouncement 
was so continued until the end of the proceedings, giving to the 
journal-despised and rejectea by its contemporaries as it was-"-

, .quite a distinguished appearance: 
In fact, the public could b,ardly have read his words as to the 

possibility of a reconsideration by the Government, when be re
ceived an ominously worded writ * from the Solicitor's Department, 
Somerset House, for the recovery of two penalties of £50 and £20 
attaching to the publication and sale of the paper j and it may be 
remarked tbat the claim of these sums of £50 and £20 meant 
considerably more than would appear to the eye of the uninitiated, for 
it meant £50 "for each and every day" since publication, and £20 
" for each and every copy" published, so that the ·amount of the 
penalties really claimed was something tremendous. On these two. 
numbers alone, at the very lowest estimate, it must have reached 
somewhere about a quarter of a million of money. "The Defence 
Fund" was of course re-opened j for, as we shall see later on, Mr 
Bradlaugh bad by this time gained plenty of personal experience 
as to th? cost of litigation, and opposing tho Government law 

• "This writ is issued against you for the recovery of two penalties of £50 
and £20 incurred by you in respect of the publiestion and sale oC • The 
National Reformer, Secular Advocate and Freethought Journal' newspaper 
of 3rd May 1868, without making the Declaration and Recognis8nces, 
required respectively by the Statutes 6 and 7 Wm. iv. esp. 76, and 1st Wm. 
iv. esp. 73 j and also for two other like penalties in respect of the publica
tion and s31e of tbo newspaj,lcl' of 18th ?,ta1 186~." 
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officers promised largely in the way of expense. Hosts of small 
subscribers sent their. small sums to sweli: the funds for the 
defence of tIle-persecuted and prosecuted paper. Meetings were 
held, and a petition for the repeal of the Statutes of William 
and George was immediately got up. One of the first to be pre
sented was one from Mr Bradlaugh himself, which was laid 
before the House on May 25th by Mr John Stuart Mill; on the 
same day Mr Crawford presented one from Mr Austin Holyoake j 
and later on people in various parts of the country, sent in 
petitions through their respective members. These petitions and 
the general agitation soon began to have their effect, and resulted 
in a meeting of members being convened to be held in one of 
the Committee Rooms of the House, to consider the proper action 
to be taken. Men like James Watson, who had suffered imprison
menli for his defence of the liberty of the press; Richard 
Moore, whose name was well known in those days for his efforts 
to promote political freedom; and Mr. C. D. Collet, who had 
worked untiringly for political reforms: such men as these came 
forward with help and advice, as well as many others who, like 
Edward Truelove and Austin Holyoake, were intimately associated 
with my father. On the 28th May he received an "information" 
from the law officers of the Crown, but, cu:fiously enough, it was 
undated. No one who knows anything of Mr Bradlaugh will 
need to be told that this slip did not pass unnoticed, and on the 
following day, with the view of gaining a slight extension of the 
time to plead, he applied to Mr Baron Bramwell to ordcr the 
withdrawal of the information. Baron Bramwell made the order 
applied for, and the solicitor to the Inland Revenue amended his 
document the same day. 

From this" information," with its customary confusion of legal 
jargon retailed to clients at so much per folio, we may extricate 
three essential points, which I will put ·plainly in as many line!!', 
viz., that ?lIr Bradlaugh was being proceeded against for (1) 
publishing the National Reformer; for (2) being the proprietor 
of it; and for (3) sclling the paper so published and owned "at 
a less price than sixpence, to wit, at the price of twopence. " 

These last words were pregnant with meaning, for, as my father 
wrote at the time. .. If the price was sixpence I should not be 
prosecutable; it is only cheap blasphemy and sedition which is 
liable to be suppressed." The rich might read the covert bIas. 
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phemies ·of an affectedly pious and unaffectedly sixpeuny 
weekly journal, or d~y over expensive and erudite treatises 
which were openly heretical; but ignorance and religion were 
necessary to the masses to keep them in proper subjection, and 
woe betide those rash men who ventured to throw open to these 
the door of the Chamber of Knowledge! Has not this been the 
law of England, and is it not in fact the sentiment of certain 
Englishmen even to.day' 

As the particulars conveyed in this formidable "information" 
differed somewhat from those furnished in the earlier B'Ubprena ad 
respondum, Mr :Bradlaugh applied to the Courts to compel further 
and better particulars concerning the penalties for which judgment 
was prayed. This application was heard on the 30th May, in the 
Court of Exchequer, before Mr Justice Montague Smith, and was 
opposed by counsel (of whom there was quite an array) on behalf 
of the ·Crown. After a "lengthy and rather sharp passage of 
arms" the Judge decided in favour of the application, and ordered 
the solicitor to the Inland Revenue to "deliver to the defendant 
a further and better account in writing of the particulars of the 
statutes referred to in the 3rd and 6th counts.." * This victory over 
the law officers of ~the Crown was of trifling consequence, except 
as giving a little additional time for pleading, and as showing his 
opponents that they had to deal with a man ready to see and 
ready to use every advantage given him. This second victory, 
small perhaps as bearing on the final issues, was of vast moral 
importance, for it forced the Crown to state that they relied on the 
obnoxious statute of George III. for the. enforcement of the 3rd 
and 6th counts. The assistant-solicitor, Stephen Dowell. Esq., made 
this admission in the briefest possible language, abandoning the 
" to wits" and other ornamental phraseology of the original wordy 
information. On the 1st June Mr :Bradlaugh entered four pleas 
in his defence; but it was now the turn of the law officers of the 
Crown to interpose, and they objected that a defendant might o~ly 
plead one plea, and referred their opponent to the 21 James I., cap. iv. 
sec. 4, as bearing on the case. The letter conveying this objection 
was put into my father's hands at EllSton Station just as he was 
leaving by the. 2.-15 train for Northampton, the suffrages of which 

• The 4th, 6th, and 6th counts were identical witll the 1st, 2nd, and 
Srd, except that they referred to a diJf~rent issue of the papel'. 
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town he was then seeking to win for the first time. That very 
day was the last for ~ving notice for the next sittings, and half. 
past tluee was the latest time available on that day. Mr Brad· 
laugh felt himself in a position of considerable embarrassment. 
There was no time for consideration; he doubted the accuracy of 
the Government, hut he was not acquainted with the wording of 
the statute of James; his train was on the point of leaving for N orth
ampton, and BOme dec~sion must be come to immediately. He 
despatched a clerk to Somerset House with authority to modify 
his plea according to the terms of the solicitor's letter, but reserving 
his right to inquire into the mat.ter, and take such course upon it 
as the law permitted. 

On his return from Northampton, he went at once to Messrs 
Spottiswoode, the Queen's Printers, and there he learned that the 
statute of James was .. not only out of print, but had not been asked 
for within the memory of the oldest employee in the Qucen's Printing 
Office." On referring to the Statute Book, he arrived at the opinion 
that lIr Melvill was once more. in error, and therefore went himself 
to Somerset House, where, to his" great- surprise," he found that 
the Govemment lawyers were no better informed than himself, 
and merely sheltered themselves under an opinion of the counsel 
to the Treasury that he had no right to plead more than one plea. 
Upon hearing this, Mr Bradlaugh immediately wrote Mr .Melvill 
that unless he at once pointed out the authority under which his 
right of pleading was limited to II Not Guilty," he shonld apply to 
a judge at chambers to have his pleas reinstated. Mr Melvill 
replied on the same day repeat.ing his declaration, but without 
giving his authority. The next day (Friday, June 5th) }Ir Brad. 
laugh was sened' with a mIe that the case should be tried by a 
special jury, and that the jury should be nominated on the Tuesday 
following. On Saturday the application to reinstate the pleas was 
heard before Mr Justice Willes. After a great deal of discussion, 
the judge at length endorsed the summons with a delaration giving _ 
M r Bradlaugh liberty to raise upon the trial all the issues involved 
in hiS pleas. 

The trial came on in the Court of Exchequer on Saturday, June 
13th, before Mr Baron Martin. The Court was filled with Mr 
Bradlaugh'a friends, to witness this great forensic contest between 
himself, on behalf of a free, unshackled press on the one hand, 8]·d 
on the other, Her Majesty's Attomey-General, Sir John Karslakl>. 
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Kt., ,aided and assisted by the Solicitor-General and an inferior 
legal gentleman" in stuff," on behalf of the Government and the 
oppressive press laws of George and William. When the jury was 
called only ten gentlemen answered to their names; thereupon the 
Associate asked the Attorney-General, "Do you pray a tales 1" 
lhe Attorney-<;}eneral answered, "We do not pray a tales." The 
Associate then asked Mr Bradlaugh the same question, to which he 
also replied in the negative. Upon this the jury was discharged, 
and the great press prosecution entered into by the moribund 
Tory Government of 1868 came to an abortive end., ' 

"It is not in mortals-least of all, in mortals mean as these
to command success. I make no doubt that the man who has 
the courage to defy them will at least do more-deserve it." So 
wrote "Caractacus" before this nominal trial came' on, and 
assuredly whatever measure of succees there was in it was surely 
on my father's side. Mr .Bradlaugh did not "pray a tales," because 
by so doing ~e would have forfeited certain rights; but by not 
praying a tales, and by not asking for fines to be imposed upon 
the absent jurymen, the law officers of the Crown most clearly 
showed their eagerness to seize upon any excuse to abandon the 
proceedings upon which they had so rashly embarked. To do 
the Government justice, I think they had been rather driven into 
the matter by their bigoted followers. As far back as 1866 we 
find the English Church Union urging the prosecution of an 
"infidel newspaper, reputed to possess a considerable circulation." 
The matter had actually been brought before the Attorney-General, 
with a view to legal proceedings, and he, "whilst suggesting 
the necessity of mature, consideration as to the desirability of 
procuring prominence for a comparatively obscure publication by 
means of a public prosecution, promised that the question should 
be very 'carefully considered." In 1867 the Saturday Revi61JJ 
tried week by week to inflame the mind of the public against the 
National Reformer and Mr Bradlaugh, and other Tory journals 
followed the example so worthily set them. Judging from all 
this, one can hardly be assuming too much in supposing the 
action of the Government was not altogether spontaneous. 

At the meeting of members of Parliament and others interested 
in the matter to which I have already referred, Messrs Ayrton, 
M.P., Milner Gibson, M.P., J. S. Mill, M.P., R. Moore, C. D, 
Collet, E. Truelove, and A. Holyoake were present, and after some 
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talk ib waa decided to raise the question the next evening (June 12) 
in the House on going into Supply. Accordingly, on the following 
evening AU Ayrton, in a speech of considerable length, called 
attention to the state of the law regarding registration and security 
in respect of certain publications, but the Attorney-General politely 
characterised his statements as "utterly at varij!.nce with the 
facts." lIr lIilner Gibson, in an able speech, demonstrated some 
of tha absurdities of the press laWs. John Stuart Mill asked for 
the repeal of the Act, and pending that the suspension of all 
prosecutions under it, and Mr Crawford co pleaded in tones. of 
eloquence and fire for a free aud untaxed literature for the 
working claases." 

It will probably occur to everyone, as it occurred to me, that 
it would be interesting to know what were the comments of the 
presa upon this debate, and the abortive trial held upon the 
following day. I have looked through several London journals 
of that p~rticular date, but have failed to find any comments 
whatever; the press was apparently in profound ignorance con-. 
earning this important matter, which so vitally affected its 
interests. * I did, however, find something in my search; I 
found that in the Times report of the parliamentary debate upon 
the registration of newspapers which I have just alluded 'to, 
the name of the NationaZ Reformer was actually omitted from Mr 
Ayrton', speech, although the suit against it was deemed of such 
.importance as to require the services of the Attorney and the 
Solicitor-General, and a third counsel I turned over the pages 
of the Times and other papers, vainly seeking for some report of 
the proceedings in the Court ,of Exchequer-but there was not 
one line: to sucb pettiness did the leading journals of the day 
condescend. 

In concluding the account of this, the first prosecution of the 
Natz'onal Refol'11l.er. I cannot pass over without notice the conduct 
of the Rev. John Page Hopps, who, with those other gentlemen 
whose names have already been mentioned, set up a brilliant ~ 
exception to the usual manner in which Mr Bradlaugb was treated _ 

• A few provincial papers condemned the prosecution, and latei on the 
Daily Telegraph aDnoullced a possible repeal of the Press Laws, and tbat 
in the m .. anti ... " the Government had resolved not to press the objection
ablll ClaU6~.'· 
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by the publicists of the day. He wrote to my father a hearty 
letter, saying that while of course differing from him in certain 
opinions, ho l;hought the prosecution co both cowardly and mean," 
and wishing him "success and support," promised him whatever 
aid he could give. 

In the year 1868 Mr Bradlaugh ceased to use that name under 
which he had carried on his public career from the time of his return 
from the army. The disguise had always been a very transparent 
one, and the smallest Christian taunt at his 7Wm de flIIRI"Te made him 
cast caution to the winds and declare his real name. At the 
time of his first candidature for a seat in Parliament in 1868 he 
determined to throw aside even this semblance of concealment, 
and all announcements were henceforward made in the name of 
"Charles Bradlaugh," although the repute of" Iconoclast" had 
been so great that the name clung to him for many years j in some 
of the Yorkshire and Lancashire districts it was proudly re
membered until the last. The 'National Ref01"TTUir was issued for 
the first time on November 15th, 1868, as "edited by Charles 
Bradlaugh," instead of co edited by Iconoclast" as heretofore. The 
winter of this year was a very stormy one politically j the general 
election of December resulted in turning out the Tories and bring
ing the Liberals into power under the leadership of Mr Gladstone. 
]\Ir Gladstone and his colleagues had not been in office many weeks 
before they took up the press prosecution abandoned by their 
Tory predecessors, and as early as January i6th, 1869, Mr 
Bradlaugh received formal notice that the Government intended 
to proceed to trial Mr Bradlaugh confessed that this move came 
quite unexpectedly to him, but he would "light to the last," 
whether against Tory or against Liberal. He regarded it, however. 
as .. a most infamous shame that a private individual should have 
been put to the expense of one abortive trial, and should now 
have another costly ordeal to go through on the same account." _ 

On Tuesday morning, February 2nd, the case again came on in 
the Court of Exchequer, this time before Mr Baron Bramwell. 
The Attorney-General, Sir Robert Collier, the Solicitor-General, 
SirJ. D. Coleridge, and Mr Crompton Hutton were there to plead 
on behalf of the odious Security Laws, and enforce them a"crainst 
one man and one paper selected out of .. hundreds, nay thousands, 
of publications liable under the same Acts of Parliament, which 
do not comply with their provisions, and which are yet allowed to 
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go on anpl'088Cuted." Just as had happened in the previous year, 
so, curiously enough, on this occasion also only ten special jury
men answered to their names; but this time a tales was prayed by 
the Crown, and the absent jurymen were fined .£10 each. Sir 
Robert Collie.r appears to have done his work as little offensively 
to my father as possible, and at the end of his openmg speech 
said:-

.. lIr Bradlaugh knows perfectly well that if at any time be had.. 
it,timated his readiness to comply with the provisions of the Act, the 
prosecution would not have been proceeded with. The prosecution is 
not for the purpose of punishing and fining him, but to ensure com
pliance with this Act, as long as it remains the law ; and if Mr Bradlaugh 
aeea his mistake, as I think he will, and will comply with the Act, no 
penaltiea will be enforced against him." 

For a RepUblican and Freethought paper to give sureties against 
technical sedition and blasphemy, "even if we could find friends 
insane enoughto enter into recognisances," would be like announc
ing Hamlet at the Lyceum with the part of the Prince of Denmark 
cut out. SO.in spite of Sir Robert Collier's grace and politeness, 
Mr Bradlaugh was obliged to persist, and the prosecution there 
upon proceeded with the examination of witnesses as to the purchas£ 
of the paper, etc. 

The Crown- obtained a verdict; but there were seven points 
reserved on my father's behalf for discussion and decision. " At 
present," wrote my father, "we are not beaten, and we will per
severe to the end; but we must deplore that the present advisers 
of the Crown should think it right to try to ruin an individual 
with a litigation of such an enormously costly character." 

There were some rather amusing i~cidents in connection with 
this trial. When Baron Bramwell pronounced his verdict for the 
Crown, ~r Crompton Hutton rose in his place, and said with a 
grnnd air of generosity that as the first and second counts were the 
same, "it would not be right for the Crown to take two penalties," 
therefore a verdict might be for the defendant upon the second 
and firth counts. As though when penalties had reached well 
into seven figures, 0 million or two 188S was of much consequence! 
Mr Austin Holyoake, in a descriptive article upon the prosecution, 
which he found it difficult to class as either tragedy or farce, 
since "it'resembles very much a melodrama in two gasps and 
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a tableau," says in regard to the suggested non-euforcement of full 
fines:-

"This relieved my mind very much; for as the penalties have 
accumulated since May last to between three and four millions had we 
been suddenly called upon to pay. I feel sure the sum I had with me 
would have fallen short by at least two millions of the amoont forfeited 
to 'our sovereigli lady the Queen,' The Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
is very busy devising schemes to create a surplus for his next budgell, 
Perhaps this is one of them. n 

The learned Attorney-GeneraI, Sir Robert Collier, in the course 
of his opening speech. read the statute of the 60 Geo. IIL chap. 9, 
sec. 8, which laid down regulations as. to the publication of any 
paper, etc., which" shall not exceed two sheets, or which shall be 
published at.a less price than sixpence." In reading this statute, 
Sir Robert Collier remarked that the provision as to pamphlets 
had been repealed. When it came to Mr Bradlaugh's turn to 
speak in his defence, he pointed out the error of this. The 
Attorney-General "has read to you the statute of the 60 Geo. 
III chap. 9, and he himself, the representative of the CrowD. here 
to-day, knows so little of the statute that he • • • • states that the 
part as to pamphlets is a part which has been repealed. The fact 
is that the whole of this Act of Parliament is a living Act." 

Having put the Attorney-General right in the matter of law, it 
was now Mr Bradlaugh's turn to inform the officials at Som,,~~ 
House of what went on in their own department. At the trial 
Mr Edward Tilsley, a clerk in the office of the Solicitor of Inland 
Revenue, had sworn. accurately sworn, under the cross-examination 
of the defendant, that the Sporting Times was not registered. On 
the 4th of February all the morning papers contained a letter 
from Mr Tilsle! announcing that he had made a search, and that 
the Sporting Times was registered. and he asked for publicity of 
this fact" in justice to the proprietors of that paper." The pro
prietors must have been considerably astonished. Mr Bradlaugh 
was; and to such an extent did his amazement carry him, that he 
immediately went to Somerset House, where he also searched the 
register. The result of his search appeared 'in the following letter,: 
published in the papers of the 5th :- J 

., SIB -With reference to Mr Tilsley's letter in your issue of to-day, 
1'1'1"Illit me to state that I have this morning searched the registers a 

{ 
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'somerset House in the presence of that gentleman, and that his evidence 
in court aeema to have been more correct than his correction. The 
Sporting 71_ is not registered. Mr Tilsley's error, when writing to 
you, arose from the fact that anflther paper with the same name was 
once registered, but this was before the popular journal of Dr Shorthouse 
came into existence. I believe Dr Shorthouse would contend, as I 
contended at the trial, that his publication does not come under the 
statuto1'1 definition of a newspaper." 

AI the days tlew by Mr Bradlaugh grew more and more confident ~ 
that he had a good case to go before the judges in asking for his rule, 
and he notes that .. a feeling in favour of my ultimate success seems 
gaining ground in many competent quarters, although the utmost 
surprise is felt that a Liberal Government should persist in such 
a prosecution." A petition was drawn up setting forth the chief 
points in the prosecution, and praying that aU such enactments as 
create di1l'erences between high and low priced pUblications to the 
detriment of the latter might be repealed. Mr Bradlaugh sent his 
petition to Viscount Enfield, Member for Middlesex, who duly 
'presented it. For thus doing his bare duty to one of his con
stituents, Viscount Enfield was most virulently attacked by the 
B1IJAI Budget. Lord Enfield and Mr Bradlaugh were unknown to 
each other, and the former had merely fulfilled the obligation of 
his Parliamentary membership j for this he was accused of being 
the apologist for iIr Bradlaugh, for whom he did "not object to 
risk his reputation." 

On Thursday, April 15th, Lord Chief "Baron Kelly, Baron. 
Bramwell, and Baron Cleasby, sitting in the Exchequer Court, 
heard the motion for a new rule. The three judges listened to 
Mr Bradlaugh with the greatest attention, and took the utmost 
care to fully comprehend the bearing of every argument he put 
forward, although their continuous interruptions were rather 
embarrassing to him. Having heard what he had to urge, a rule 
nisi was granted him on three points i if he succeeded in maintaining 
his rule on either of two points, the prosecution was at an end i if 
he failed in these, but succeeded in the third, then there would 
have to be a new trial It is hardly wonderful that, having 
gained so much, he began to feel fairly sanguine of success; nor 
is it lesa wonderful that, with all the worry and all the work, he 
should be feeling rather bitter against the Government, 'which had 
actually brought .in a Bill on April 8th to repeal those enactments 
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which they were at that very moment trying to enforce agains1; 
him. 

" If the Gladstone Cabinet had been a generous one," he wrote, 
"it would have abandoned a prosecution which, when carried on 
by the late Government, some of the ~embers of the present 
Cabinet had already emphatieally condemned. If the Gladstone 
Government had been just and consistent, it should at least, when 
bringing in a Bill to repeal. the very laws under which we are 
prosecuted, have delayed the legal proceedings in this case until 
after the debate in the House upon this Bill, which has now 

. actually passed its second reading." 
The rule of court granted by the judges was served upon the 

solicitor to- the Inland Revenue on the 16th of April Upon the' 
23rd that gentleman wrote ])fr Brsdlaugh that as it was proposed 
to repeal the enactments under which the proceedings had been 
instituted, ''-the Law Officers of the Crown will a.,aree to a stet 
processus being entered," and ~ked if he would consent to. this 
course. To this.Mr Bradlaugh made answer:-

'" Sm,-I will consent to a stet proce.sBUB being entered, not because of 
the Bill now before the House of Commons, but because I am sick of a 
litigation involving loss of time, anxiety, and expense; and I consent 
only with'the distinct declaration on my -part, that I am not liable 
under the statutes under which I am prosecuted, and protesting that a 
Liberal Government ought never to have carried on such a prosecution. 
If the Law Officers of the Crown had proposed a stet pro«&StUI when the 

. new Government came into office, the act would have been graceful; 
now, after twelve months of harassing litigatiol.:', the staying further 
proceedings, when a rule has been granted in my favour, is a matter for 
which I owe no thanks. 

"If any more formal consent is necessary, I will give it. I never 
eourted the contest, nor have I ever shrunk from it; but I have no 
inclination to carry it on; fighting the Crown is a luxury only to be 
indulged in by the rich as a voluntary occupation. I have fought from 
necessity, and have the sad consciousness th,w I retire victor at a loss I 
am ill able to bear." 

In the National Rejormer for the following week my father 
announped the total monies subscribed for the defence of the 
National Reformer at .£256, lOs.; these were mainly from the 
hard earnings of poor friends, although a few had helped out of 
their fuller purses. He gave also a detailed aCcount of the money 
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he had actually paid away during this litigation; it amounted to 
.£300, but of course this did nQt include the value of the time lost 
both directly and indirectly * in the course of these proceedings. 
To be .£50 out of pocket is but a trifle to a rich man, but when it 
forms one item amongst many to a poor man.it is a very serious 
matter. John Stuart Mill wrote him from Avignon: "You have 
gained a very honourable success in obtaining a repeal of the 
mischievous Act by your persever\ng resistance." But he did not 
think there was any hope of getting the Government to refund my 
father's expenses, although, as he said, a "really important 
victory" had been obtained. The" poor friends," however, con
tinued to subscribe their pence and their shillings until the deficiency 
was in great part, if not wholly, made up. 

The repealing Bill introduced into the House by Mr Ayrton and 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer:/passed through its -three stages 
without debate, and was then sent up to the House of Lords in 
charge of the Marq11is of Lansdowne, who introduced it to his 

"brother peers on Monday, May 31st. Lord Lansdowne explained 
that the Act of Geo. III. was passed at a time of much agitation, 

"when it was thought necessary to subject the Press to every conceiv
able restriction and coercion. In repealing these Acts their lordships 
need not apprehend that there would be no security against an abuse 
by the Press of the power which it enjoyed, for it would remain 
amenable to the Libel and other Acts,' and the distinction between 
newspapt'f8 and books being one not of kind but of degree, there was 
no l'CIlI!on why the former should be trl!&ted in an exceptional way. 
Generally speaking, moreover, these Acts had not of late years been 
enforced, though their retention on the Statute Book enabled persons to 
take advantage of them with the view of gratifying personal feeling." 

Lord Cairns, tbe Lord Chancellor, and the Duke of Somerset, 
spoke, but upon points of the Bill other than that referring to 
newspapers. That the." debate" WaS not lengthy will b~ fully 
realised from the fact that upon this occasion the Lord Chancellor 
took his seat on the woolsack at five o'clock, and "their lordships 
adjourned at five minutes before six." The Bill passed its second 
and third reading (this last on June 21st) without. a further word 
of discussion. Thus, almos~ in complete silence, were the Security 

• He was at one period quite ill and under Dr Ramskill's care throngb 
~e overwork and mental worrr of thia lawsuit. 
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Laws swept from the Statute Book, and cheap prints and dear 
prints made to stand technically equal in the eye of the law. 

What were the comments of the Press on this great triumph 
so hardly won for them 1 After the trial of February 2nd, the 
Noming Star printed a splendid article against the prosecution, 
but -all the--other daily papers of the metropolis persevered in their 
silence. "To struggle with the Treasury officials would be no 
mean task," said my father, "even if we had words of encourage
ment and more efficient aid from those, many of whom stand like 
ourselves, liable to be attacked as infringers of an oppressive law. 
As it is, we fight alone, and only _ one of the London journals has 
spoken out on our behalf." The Manchester Oourier wondered 
why the law had not been put in force against the National 
Reformer before. The Blue Budget reviled Lord Enfield for 
merely presenting a petition. The Times report of the lengthy 
proceedings before the three judges on April 15th occupies only 
twenty-five lines. The only London papers -which printed Mr 
Melvill's offer of a stet P1'OCessUB and Mr Bradlaugh's rejoinder 
were the Times, Star, Reynolds' NetlJspapm', and Queen's Messenger. 
"Not one paper said a word in our favour or congratulated us on 
the battle we- have had to fight." Finally, the repealing Bill 
passed through all its stages and became law without notice or 
remark. The bigotry of the leading journals of the day was so 
great that although they themselves reaped an easy harvest from 
the toil and suffering of their ¥reethought contemporary, they had 
not the grace to utter a word of good fellowship or rejoicing. 

But the Government had not even yet done with Mr Bradlaugh 
and the National llP!ormer. After allowing him some years' respite, 
an attack was directed against him from another quarter. In the 
autumn of 1872 the Postmaster-General, Mr Monsell, gave my 
father notice that the National Reformer was to be deprived of the 
privilege of registration, notwithstanding that for the past nine 
years it had been registered for foreign transmission as a newspaper, 
and had been within the last five years prosecuted by both Tory 
and Whig Attorney-General as a newspaper. 

This notiee was quite unexpected, and, as might be imagined, 
my father did not take it very kindly. 

Quite an unusual number of papers took up the cudgels in his 
defence. . Most, of course, professed either a profound dislike of his 
pel'sonality, or ignorance of the contents of his journal, but they 
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were thoroughly alarmed at the prospects opened up by this !,lovel 
method of press cenaorship. _ 

By the end of October. however. Mr Bradlaugh received an 
intimation that the P08tmaster-General had withdrawn his objec
tion. The Government seemed determined to advertise the paper. 
and although they did not gain anything themselves, the processes 
they employed were very worrying to its poor proprietor. He 
wrote a special word of thanks to the numerous journals who had 
asked for fair play towards him, and in doing 80 also. tendered his 
sympathy CI to the one or two bigoted editors who prematurely 
rejoiced" over the suppression of the Freethought organ. 



CHAPTER XV. 

ITALY. 

FULL of sylnpathy for Italy, my father spoke much on benalf 
of Garibaldi and Italian emaucipation. When Garibaldi made his 
" famous Marsala effort,'; money was collected from all parts 
of the United Kingdom and sent to his assistance, mainly through 
the agency of W. H. Ashhurst, Esq. _ And men went as well as 
money. .. Excursionists" was the name given to these volunteers, 
amongst whom not a few Freethinkers were numbered. It was 
always my father's pride to remember that in 1860 he sent 
Garibaldi 100 guineas. For if he had an empty purse, he had 

fa full-he'art and an eloquent iongue, and with these· he minteq 
the gold to send to Garibaldi and Italy. I have tried, as a matter 
of interest, to collect together a list of the towns where these 
Garibaldi lectures were given, but I have not traced more than 
about half. At Sheffield he earned .£20, and Oldham, Holmfirth, 
Halifax, Nottingham, Rochdale, Northampton, Mexbro', also 
furnished funds,. each. town according to its rate of prejudice 
against the speaker or its ardOtlr for the cause he advocated. In 
some towns the enthusiasm'was so great that hall proprietor and 
bill printer refused payment in order that their fees should swell -
the f~nds j in other places piety and prejUdice was so strong that 
the audiences were not large enough to furnish the actual expenses. 
On receiving the money Garibaldi wrote my father a letter with 
his own hand, thanking him for the services he was then render
ing to Italy. I am, unfortunately, not able to give the text of 
this letter, which my father received on July 2 Qth, 1861, for 
although I have a distinct recollection of having seen it, it
has either passed into other hands or become accidentally destroyed. 

Mr Bradlaugh became acquainted with Mazzini about 1858, 
when he was living at Onslow Terrace, Brompton, under the name 
of Signor Ernesti. From the first he won my father's heart, 
and to the end-although on certain matters their opinions 
became widely divergent-he placed him high above most men, 

1Oi\ 
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reverencing in him hilt aingle-mindedness, his purity of purpose, 
his ateadfll8tnesa and courage. After Mazzini's death Mr Brad
laugh wrote of him: * .. He WII8 one of the few men who impress 
you first and always with the thorough truthfulness and incor
roptibility of their natures. Simple in his manners, with only 
one luxury, his cigar, he had that fulness of faith in his ·cause 
which is 10 contagious, and by the sheer force of personal contact 
he made believers in the possibility of Italian unity even amongst 
those who were utter strangers to his thought and hope." 

A framed portrait of Mazzini always hung in my father's room. 
At Sunderland Villa it hung in his little study; but at Circns 
Road. where the crowding books rapidly usurped almost every 
inch of available space, the picture hung in his Dedroo~ Sub
acriptions received for the emancipation of Italy were acknowledged 
on the back of signed photographs of Mazzini, or on specially 
engraved . forms dated from Caprera, but bearing Mazzini's 
characteristic signature. There are doubtless many people who 
atill retain auch acknowledgments received through Mr Bradlaugh, 
and jnst before his death, Mr Joseph Gurney, of Northampton, 
very kindly gave me two that he had received in this way. 

At the conclusion of his Autobiography lIr Bradlaugh wrote: 
.. In penniDg the foregoing sketch I had purposely to omit many 
facts connected with branches of Italian, Irish, and French 
politics," because" there are secrets which are· not my own alone, 
and which may not bear telling for many years to come!' My 
father diec'i with these secreta still nntold. l!'or all three cOuntries 
he riaked his life or liberty; but, beyond knowing this and a few 
anecdotes-told by him at the supper table at the end of a day's 
lecturing-I know very little that is definite. I have two letters 
of Mazzini's to my father without date or address; but although 
they suggest many possibilities, they tell nothing :-

.. My DBAB Sm,-I do not think you can do anything for me in the 
three places you mention. or course, I shall always be glad to see 
yon.-Youra faithfully, J08. MAZZIllTI • 

.. Fliday.D . 

.. My dear Mr Bradlaugh, 
.. Can you' Will you' 

"Thursday. 
" Ever faithfully yours, 

• "live Dead Hen Whom I Knew When.Living." by Charles Bradlaugh. 
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Mr Bradlaugh first visited Naples in November 1861, and 
some of his impressions as to Naples and Rome were recorded in 
the National Reformer at the time, and more than twenty years 
later he wrote a descript~on of l8chia for Our Crnner. I have the 
passport issued to him by "John, Earl Russell," on the 11 th 
November 1861, lying before me now; it is stamped and marked 
all over till there is scarcely a clear space anywhere on it, back 
or front. Naples 1861, France 1861, Germany 1863, Geneva 
1866, Rome 1866, France 1871, Germany ('I) 1871, Spain 1873, 
Portugal 1873, and other places, the stamps of which are now 
quite illegible. There is hardly a stamp on it that does not 
suggest the possibility, nay, the certainty, of some story we wonld 
give much to know. Naples-Rame-these bring up the thoughts 
()f the struggle for Italian freedom, linked with the names of 
Garibaldi and Mazzini; France-the War, the Commune, and the 
Republic; Spain-the War, the Republic and Castelar, the failure. 
Looking at this passport with its covering of names and dates 
legible and illegible, I realise' to the full how little I know, and 
how feebly I am able to portray the great events of my father's 
life; to say that I do my best seems almost a mockery when we 
know that t.his II best" is so poor and so fragmentary. . 

While he was at Naples in 1861, Mr Bradlaugh was diligently 
watched by the police, and his bedroom at the hotel was frequently 
overhanled. For instance, an English book he was reading, and 
marking with his pencil as he read, disappeared for a day or so, 
and on its return bore traces-to the keen eye of its owner at 
leasl;.-()f having been carefully examined. 

A story, which I have slightly amended from Mr Headingley's 
biography," will give some idea as to how closely he was observed 
and what risks he ran. . 

The police,.as I have said, were soon put on the alert when 
Mr Bradlaugh arrived in Italy, aud evidently kept a keea watch 
over his every movement. Thus it was ascertained that while 
af; Naples, a few days after Bomba's fall, he had received a packet 
of political letters. It has been said that walls have ears. In this 
case they evidently possessed eyes. 

He was in the room of his hotel, alone, and, as he thought, safe 
from all observation. A friend then entered, and without any 

• Biography DC Charles Bradlaugh, by A. S. HeadiDgley, p. 62. 
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conversation of a nature that could be overheard, gave him the 
p2!.cket which he had volunteered to take over to England with 
him. Though as a rule not devoid of prudence, he so little 
IUSpected any danger on this occasion that he took no special 
precaution. He left Naples in a steamboat sailing under the flag 
of the two Sicilies, and all went smoothly, excepting the ship, till 
they reached .~ivjtA Vecchia. Here, to the surprise, if not to the 
alarm, of the passengers, a boat:.load of Papal gendarmes came on 
board. Even at this moment Mr Bradlaugh was not yet on hie 
guard, and had the gendarmes at once made for his portmanteau, 
they might possibly have seized the despatches. ' 

The aub-officer preferred, however, resorting to what he doubt
less considered a very clever stratagem. He politely inquired 
for Mr Bradlaugh, whom he discovered with so little difficulty 
that it iB probable he knew perfectly well the principal 
eharacteriatiCIJ of his general appearance. . With much politeness, 
thil officer informed him that the BritiBh Consul wished to see 
him on ahore. ThiB at once put my father on his guard. If he 
went on shore he would be on Roman soil, subject to the Papal 
laws, and there was no guarantee for hiB safety~ On the other 
hand, he did not know the English Consul, and had no business 
with him. Evidently this was but a mere trap, so Mr Bradlaugh, 
with equal politeness, refused to land. 

The officer, joined by the full force of the Papal gendarmes, 
proceeded this time with less ceremony. They ordered him to 
show his luggage, and evidently knew that it contained the 
secret dispatches. My father now understood that he had been 
betrayed. Yet no one at Naples could have seen him when he 
received the letters, and the waIls alone could have seen the 
transactions, unless a hole had been made through them, and a 
watch kept on all his actions. This, in fact, is the only explana
tion that can be given of th~ circum~tance. 

In answer to the demand for his luggage, Mr Bradlaugh at once 
produced hiB English passport, and assumed that this wOlild 
suffice to shield him from further annoyance. The document was, 
however, treated with the profoundest contempt, and the Papal 
police now prepared to break open the portmanteau. In vain Mr 
Bradlangh protested that he was under the flag of the two Sicilies, 
that he waa not under nor subject to the Papal laws j the Papal 
gendarmes were undeterred by any such arguments. - The position 
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was becoming desperate, and Mr Bradlaugh found himself terribly 
outnumbered; but he had learned the value of coolness, determin
ation, and audacity. 

Without any more argument, lie set himself against his port
manteau, drew a heavy six-chambered naval revolver from his 
coat pocket, cocked, and aimed at the nearest Papal gendarme. 
He then simply and quietly promised to blowout the brains of 
-the first individual who attempted to touch his luggage. In spite 
of this threat matters might have gone badly with him, for he 
was surrounded by foes, and there was the danger of an attack 
from behind. But at this juncture an American, who had been 
watching the whole incident with considerable interest, was so 
delighted· at the .. Britisher's pluck tt that he suddenly snatched 
up a chair, and springing forward, took up a firm stand back to 
back with the Englishman, crying, while waving the chair about 
with tearful energy: .. I guess I'll see fair play. You look after 
those in front, I'll attend to "those behind! " 

This tum of events somew'hat disconcerted the Papal gendarmes. 
They did not like the look of Mr Bradlaugh's formidable weapon, 
and the. American had destroyed all chance of seizing him by 
surprise from behind. They hesitated for some time how to 
proceed. At last they resolved to put the responsibility on 
others, Rnd go on shore for further instructions. The moment they 
had left the ship Mr Bradlaugh employed this reprieve in bringing 
all the pressure possible to bear upon the captain, who was, after 
some trouble, persuaded to put on steam and sail out to sea before 
the gendarmes had time to return. A few days later my father 
reached London in safety, and had the satisfaction of delivering 
the letters. 

Another story told in Mr Headingley's book* is very amusing; 
and although it has no bearing upon Mr Bradlaugh's political work, 
yet shows his resourcefulness and coolness in cmergency. 

"His experience with the Papal gendarmes had tanght him the 
advantage of carrying a revolver when trlNelling in Italy, though 
this, it appears, was strictly against the Italian law, and on one 
occasion nearly resulted in serious consequences. The diligence in 

'which Bradlaugh was travelling [between, as he often said with a 
wry face, two fat priests smelling strongly of garlic] trom N unzia-

• Page 103. 



ITALY. 157 

tella to CivitA Vecchia had been entirely cleared out on the 
previoU8 evening by a band of brigands. Bradlaugh consequently 
put his revolver 'in the pocket of the diligence door, where he 
thought it would be more readily accessible in ~e of attack. 
When, however, they stopped at Montalbo for the examination of 
the luggage and passports, the police discovered the revolver and 
were about to confiscate it. Bradlaugh at once tried to snatch the 
weapon back, and got hold of it by the barrel, while the policeman 
held tight to the butt-by far the safest side. In this position a 
fierce discussion .ensued, Bradlaugh expostulating that so long as 
the Government were unable to protect travellers from brigands 
they should not object to persons who sought to defend them
selves. This argument only drew. reinforcements to the policeman's 
assistance, and Bradlaugh was seized and held tightly on all sides. 
Finally, Bradlaugh urged that it was his duty to the Life Assur
ance Company. where he had insured himself to carry weapons, and 
protect his life by every possible means. This novel argument 
produced an unexpected and profound impression, particularly 
when he informed them that he was connected with the Sovereign 
and Midland Assurance Companies. The police respectfully and 
with mi~ute care noted these names down. What they thought 
theYlit Bradlaugh has never been able to explain; but they at 
once him loose, and he triumphantly walked away, carrying 
with . his cherished revolver." • 



CHAPTER XVI. 

PLATFORM WORK, 1860-1861. 

ON the third Monday in May 1860 Mr Bradlaugh commenced his 
second debate with the Rev. Brewin Grant, which was to be con
tinued over f.our successive Mondays. The St George's Hall, 
Bradford, capable of holding 4000 persons, was taken for the 
discussion, and people attended from all the surrounding districts, 
and some even came in from the adjoining county of Lancashire. 
So much has been said as to the relative bearing and ability of 
these unlike men, to the disparagement of Mr Bradlaugh, that it 
will com!! as a surprise to many to learn that Mr Grant's language 
and conduct during -this debate were condemned in the most 
unqualified terms by persons altogether unfriendly to his 
antagonist. * 

* The LwlB Timu, in a very uufriendly notice of the second night's debate 
at Bradford, said: "Mr Grant had doolared there would be such fun, and 
• • : • he should exhibit the characters of some notorious infidels such 
as Paine, Carlile, Southwell, aud others down to the last 'mushroom,' 
'Iconoclast' himself, and prove from them _that infidelity is the fruitful -
source of immorality aud crime. All this he did in his opening half-hoar's 
address, but where could anything like 'fun' be found in it all, • • • • 
Mr Grant in foisting such matter upon his audience was shirking the greall 
points of the discussion. • • • • Mr Grant is anything but a calm and dis
passionate disputant, and his indulgence in sarcasm even when unprovoked 
is ill calculated to check a tendency to personalities on the part of opponellts, 
or to lead to the impartial investigation of the truth." 

The Bradford Review had a short article on the foar nights' discussion, 
aud, speaking of the use of personalities, said: .. Here we must say. justice 
obliges us to say that Mr Grant was the-first and by far the greater offender 
in this direction.. The language would not have heen tolerated in any society. 
It was an outrage upon the ordinary proprieties and decencies of life." 

The Bradford .ll.dvertiser was expressly hostile to Mr Bradlaugh, but in 
reviewing the four nights' debate also remarked: "We feel bound to concede 
that· Iconoclast' acted with a diguity which contrasted very favourably as 
compared with Mr Grant. • • • • We are gla,l the cOllrse is at an end: we 

168 
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In the fourth night of the debate, Mr Grant, harping on the 
alleged immoralities of Paine and Carlile, twitted his antagonist 
with calling him "my friend." When the time came for my 
father to reply, he rose, evidently in a white heat of anger, to 
defend these two great dead men from their living calumniator. 
His speech produced such an effect, not only upon the 'audience, 
but upon Mr Grant, that the latter grew quite uneasy under -his 
words and under his gaze; he asked "Iconoclast" to look at the 
audience and not at him. Mr Bradlaugh replied: "I will take it 
that you are, as indeed you ought to be, ashamed to look an 
earnest man in the face, and I will look' at you no more. Mr 
Grant complains that I have called him 'my friend.' It is true, in 
debate I have accustomed myself to wish all men my friends, and 
to greet them as friends if possible. The habit, like a garment, 
fits me, and I have in this discussion used the phrase' my friend;' 
but, believe. me, I did not mean it. Friendship with you would 
be a sore disgrace and,little honour." 

A verbatim report was taken of this debate; but when the MS. 
of his speeches was sent the Rev. Brewin Grant for approval, he 
refused to return it, and thus the debate was never published. 

Another person who came forward to champion Christianity 
against II Infidels" generally, and Mr Bradlaugh in particular, was 
the Rev. Dr Brindley. This gentleman, well known as ~ con
firmed drunkard and a bankrupt, was yet announced as the 
Ie Champion of Christianity, the well-known controversialist 
against Mr Robert Owen, and. the Socialists, the Mormons, and 
the Secularists." A four nights' debate was arranged to take place 
at Oldham in June in the Working Men's Hall. 

The meagre reports show nothing of any interest beyond the 
fact that on each evening thero were enormous audiences. Mr 
Bradlaugh had another four nights' debate with Dr Brindley at 

never attended a discussion where so little gentlemanly conduct was exhibited, 
or 80 much said that was nIe and unworthy, especially from one professing 
to be a preacber aud a practiser of Christ's teachings." 

A letter in my possession, written to a friend by one of the andience 
immediately after the second night, gives a private view of the debate. He 
writes: II The debate was very hot last night; the excitement was great. 
Mr Grant's friends were disgusted with his conduct. At one time, when 
:!tIr Bradlaugh was speaking, Mr Grant put out his tongue at Mr Bradlallgh, 
and the audience cried • Shame' to Mr Grant for his conduct." 
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Norwich a few months later, but this did not appear to be worth 
reporting at all. Dr Brindley was not by any means so clever .s 
Mr Grant, nor did he use quite such scandalous language upon the 
public platform and to his adversary's face, although, if rumour 
did not belie him, he was more unrestrained both as to matter and 
manner when relieved of his antagonist's presence.... One thing 
at least he and Mr Grant had in common.-n overwhelming 
autagonism to Mr Bradlaugh. This feeling led each man into 
continuous hostile acts, 9vert or cov!lrt, each according to his 
temperament and opportunity. Dr Brindley's rage amounted to 
fever heat when Mr Bradlaugh became candidate for Northampton, 
and in that town he frantically used every endeavour to hinder llis 
return. When Mr Bradlaugh determined to go to Amedca in 
1873, Dr Brindley'S feelings quite. overpowered him, and he 
rushed after his enemy to .N ew York, with, I suppose, some sort 
of idea of hunting down the wicked Atheist, though really, looking 
back on the past, it is difficult to see that the poor creature could 

. have had any clear ideas Ill! to what he was going to do to· 
Mr Bradlaugh when he reached America. He must have been 
carried away by . some sort of wild frenzy, which amounted to 
insanity. My father's first lecture upon the Republican Movement 
in England, at the Steinway Hall, New York, proved to be an 
immense success, and at its close Dr Brindley offered some opposi
tion. By his language he aroused such a storm of hisses and 
uproar, that Mr Bradlaugh was obliged to interpose on his behalf, 
which he did by appealing to the audience'" to let the gentleman 
who represents the aristocracy and the Church of England go on." 
This convulsed the assembly, who-in laughter and amusement
consented to hear th~ rev. gentleman out. Four days later Dr 
Brindley publicly answered Mr Bradlaugh at the Cooper Institute, 
and the Germanloum (Jhronicle (Philadelphia) gives the following 
amusing accouni of the proceedings :-

" Brindley's purpose in life is to go for Bradlaugh hammer and tongs, 
and he has actually paid his way out here, cabin passage, to hunt up and 
show up and finally shut up the six foot leader of the English Radicals. 
He is determined to keep on after Bradlaugh hot foot, aud wherever 
that eminent individual leaves a trace of his pl'e8ence, there will the 
indefatigable Brindley be, with his orthodox whitewash brush, to wipe 

• This, I gather, did DOt apply to his attitude to M r BrddJaugh only. 
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out the name and memory of his Freethinking countryman. Dr Brindley 
is an interesting orator, and the mOilt simple-minded Briton that has 
presented himself at the Cooper Institute for some time. ~ voice is 
.. funny .. a Punch and Judy's, and when the audience of last night 
roared with laughter, it was impoesible to tell whether it was at what 
Blind ley had said, or Brindley's method and voice in saying it. Some 
of the audience were beery, and disposed to aek beery questions. The 
speaker said England was full of- wealth, and that labour was never so 
well paid. Everybody was happy, and Bradlaugh was an ~cendiary, 
a atory-teller, a nuLoance, who would make a rumpus and make every
body miserable, even in the Garden of Eden. 'Were you ever in a 
cnsual ward I' asked a smudgy fellow in the back of the hall. ' No,' 
answered the bold Brindley, 'but if you were there now it would save 
the police trouble.' And so he replied to other impertinent questions, 
until he made the impre88ion that he was not quite such a fool as he 
looked. He said Bradlaugh was 1m Atheist, whose belief is that 'brain. 
power is the only soul in man,' and that as he was played out in England 
he 'bad come over here to air his theories, and pick up pennieS. 'You 
know where Cheshire is I' said Brindley, 'Ch8l!hire, where the cheese 
ia made,' and Brindley was about to tell a atory on this head, when a 
donkey at the back end of the hall cried out, 'There ain't no cheese made 
there now. It'. all done in Duche88 county.' No telling what a good 
thing this fellow spoiled by his remark. Bradlaugh, anyhow, waa 
eealped and vivisected, anC! Brindley took his tomahawk and himself 
away loon after.-

But the farce was to end in a tragedy. Overcome by chagrin 
and mortification, Dr Brindley died within a month of his appear
ance on the Steinway Hall platform. He died in New York in _ 
poverty and negleet,and was buried in a pauper's grave. The 
Chicago Times, alluding to the terms of Mr Bradlaugh's appeal to 
the New York audience to give Dr Brindley a hearing, said that the 
re". gentleman was II alain by satire." II Since Keats, according to 1 
Byron, was snuffed out by a single article, there has been no parallel • 
except this of a human creature snuffed out by a single sentence." 

Following quickly upon the heels of the debate at Oldham with 
Dr Brindley came one with the }Wv. Josepb Baylee, D.D., Prin~ 
cipal of St Aidan's College, Birkenhead. Dr Baylee himself pro
posed the conditions on which alone he would consent to discuss. 
These conditions threw the entire trouble and expense of the 
three nigbta' diRcussion upon Mr Bradlaugh's committee. They 
provided that Dr Bayles and his friends might open and conclude 

L 
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the proceedings with prayer, and they also provided that the debate 
should consist of questions and categorical answers with no 
speeches whatever on either side. Those who recall Mr Bradlaugh's 
marvello.us rapidity of thought, and the way in which he could 
instantly grasp and reason out a position, will see that this con
dition would certainly be no disadvantage to my father. The 
audiences, as usual, crowded the hall, and listened to both speakers 
with the utmost attention. This discussion, which was reported 
at length and published in pamphlet form, * has had a very wide 
eirculation. It is in many respects a remarkable debate; but as it 
is easily obtainable, I will leave it to speak for itself, more espe
cially as, from its peculiar form of question and answer, it does not 
lend itself conve~iently to quotation. 

Were it possible it would be tedious to follow Mr Bradlaugh 
through the hundreds of lectures which he delivered during these 
ten years, but it will be interesting, and will give us a clearer idea 
of the turmoil and work of his life, to note some of the difficulties 
he had to meet thirty or so 'years ago. Nowadays, as soon as 
Parliament rises nearly every member of the House of Commons 
thinks himself called upon to go and air his views throughout the 
length and breadth of the country; then, public speaking was 
much more uncommon, and Freethought lectures in especial were 
few and far between. To-day, almost· every town of any size has 

. its own Freethought speakers, imd speakers come to it with more 
or less frequency from adjoining ilistricts and from London. 
Little difficulties create great stir and excitement now: then, great 
difficulties came almost as a matter of course. But even when 
difficulties were frequent and not altogether unexpected, that did 
not makQ them the easier to endure. A brick-bat which reaches 
its aim hurts just as much whether it is one out of many thrown 
_ or just one thrown by itself. 

At Wigan, in October 1860, my father went to deliver _ two 
lecture!! in the Commercial Hall. _ The conduct of the people in 
this town was so disgraceful, that he said in bitter jest that if he 
did much more of this .. extended propaganda" he should require 
to be insured against accident to life and limb. 

"I may be wrong," he wrote,t "but I shall never be-convinced 

. • God, Man, and the Bible. Three nights' dirioussipn with the Rev. Dr &yl88. 

. t Nal.irma' Ref01"flW, October 20, 1860. 
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of my error by a mob of true believen yelling d my heels like mad 
dogs, under the leaderehip of a pious rector's trusty subordinate, 
or hammering a~ tbe door of my lecture room under the direction 
of an iilfuriated Church parson. I objd tha~ in the nine
teenth centUlJ i~ is hardly to be tolerated that a bigot priest shall 
1188 hie influence with the proprietor of the hotel when I am 
ataying, in order to • get thd devil kicked ou~ into the street' after 
half-past ten at night. I do not admit the rigbt of a rich Church 
dignitary's aecretary to avoid the payment of his threepence at the 
door by jumping tbrough a window, especililly when I or my 
frienda have to pay for the broken glass and sash frame. True, 
all these things and worse happened at Wigan. -

Then bad been no Freethought lectures in Wigan for upwards 
of ~ty Yearl; the clergy had bad it all their own way there undis
turbed. They determined to oppose the wicked Iconoclast in 
every ""y, and began by engaging the largest hall available and 
advertiaing the l!&nle 8ubjecta as those announced for the. Free
thought platform. Had they contented themselves with this form 
of opposition, all would have been well, but their aeal outran dis
cretion, carrying with it the~ manners and all appearanCe of 
decency and decorum. My father, continuing his account of this 
affair, aaid-

.. Being unknown in' Wigan, excep~ by hearsay, I expected 
tberefore bu~ a moderate audience. I was in this respect agree
ably disappointed. The ball was inconveniently crowded, and 
many remained outside in the square, unable to obtain admittance'. 
No friend W88 known to me who could or would officiate as chair
man, and I therefore appealed to the meeting to elect their own 
president. No response being made to this, I intimated my inten
tion of proceeding without one. This tbe Christiana did not seem 
to relish, and tberefore elected a gentleman named [the Rev. T.] 
Dalton to tbe cbair, who was very tolerable, except tha~ he had 
eccentric vie.". of a chairman's duty, and sligbtly shortened my 
time, while he also took a few minutes every now and then for 
himself to refute my objections to the Bible.-

With the exception of the excitable and somewhat lInmaunerly 
behaviour of some of the clergymen present, this meeting passed 
off without any serious disturbance, and was not unfairly reported 
by the W.g. OlMtwr, which described "Mr Iconoclast- as"a 
we1l-mada and healthy looking man, apparently no~ m!)re than 
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thU:ty years of age. He possesses great fluency of speech, and is 
evidentlY' well pOsted up in ·tho subject of his addressee. Of 
assurance he has no lack; and we scarcely think it would be 
poSsible to put a question to him to which he" had not an answer 
ready-good, bad, or indifferent. JJ 

By the folloWing evening the temper of the Wiganites had 
become-what shall I Say' More Christian' Mr Bradlaugh, 
when he aiTived at the hall, CI found it crowded to excess, and in 
addition many hundreds outside unable· to gain admittance. My 
name," 11e says, CI was the subject of loud and hostile comment. 
sever8.l pious Christians in choice Billingsgate intimating that they 
would teach me a lesson. As on the previous evening, I reque,<lted 
the religious body to elect a chairman, and Mr Thomas Stuart 
was voted to the chair. Of this gentleman I must say that he was 
courteous, generous; and manly, and by his kindly conduct com
pelled my. respect and admiration. Previous to my lecture the 
majority of those present hooted and yelled with a vigour which, 
if it betoken~d hcalthy lungS; did not vouch so well for a healthy 
bmn ; and I commenced my address amidst a terrific din. Each 
window was besieged, and panes of glass were dashed out in mere 
reckless wantonness, . while at the same time a constant hammering 
was kept up at the main door. As this showed no prospect of 
cessation, I went myself to the door, and,to my disgust, found 
that the disturbance was being fostered and enJ:ouraged by a 
clergyman * of the Church of England, who wished to gain 
admittance; I told him loss of life might follow any attempt to 
enter the room in its present overcrowded state. His answer was 
that he knew there was plenty of room, and would come in. To 
prevent worse strife I admitted him, and by dint of main strength 
and liberal use of my right arm repelled the others, closed the 
door<=, and returned to the platform. I had, however, at the doorS 
received : one blow in the ribs, which, coupled with the extra
ordinary exertions required to keep the meeting in check, fairly 
tired me out in about an hour.· Several times, when any crash 
betokened a new breach in either door or window, the whole of the 
audience toward the end of the room jumped up, and I had literally 
to keep them down by dint of energetic lung power. To\vards 
the .conclusion of the lecture, the secretary of the rector forced his 

• The Rev. W. T. WhiWhead. 
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way bodily through a window; and I confess I felt a strong 
inclination to go to that end of the room and pitch him back 
through the same aperture. If .he had intended a riot, he could 
not have acted more riotously. Some limestone was thrown in at 
another window, and a little water was poured through· the 
ventilators by some persons who had· gained possession of the 
roof. This caused some merriment, which· turned to alarm when 
an arm and hand waving a dirty rag appeared through a little hole 
in the centr~ of the ceiling. One man in a Wideawake· then 
jumped upon one of the forms, and excitedly shouted·to me,' See, 
the devil has come for you! ' After the lecture, I received in the 
confusion several blows, but none of importance. When I quitted 
the building one well-dresslld man asked me, 'Do you not expect 
God to strike you dead, and don't you deserve that the people 
should serve you out· for your blasphemy" Two spat in .my 
face." 

Beiug concerned for the fate of the hotel if he carried back with 
him the excited crowds which dogged his heels, Mr.Bradlaugh'lI 
first impulse was to avoid it; but remembering that he had left 
all his money· there, he contrived to escape his pursuers, and reached 
the hotel unaccompanied, except by one friend. N6twithstanding 
that there WIUI not "the slightest disturbance at the hotel, the 
landlady wished me at once to leave the house. I appealed to her 
hospitality in vain. I next stood on my legal rights, went to my 
bedroom, locked the door, retired to bed, and tried to dream that 
Wigan was a model Agapemone." 

Before the dispersal of the meeting, and while the Rev. W. T. 
Whitehead was asking the audience to teach Mr ~radlaugh.aJesson 
which should prevent him coming again, whether intentionally or 
not, the gas was turned off, so that the hundreds of persons in the 
room, already in confusion, were placed in great danger of 10l:ling 
their lives. Fortunately, the gas was relighted before any serious 
consequences had resulted. 

About a month later Mr Bradlaugh was again speaking at Wigan. 
The Mayor had threatened to lock him up, but, as might be expected, 
the threat was an empty one. The lVigan Ezaminer entreated the 
public not to attend the lectures, but without result. On the first 
evening a form was set aside for the accommodation of the clergy, 
but it remaine4 vacant. After the meeting (which had been a 
fairly orderly one) Mr Bradlaugh relates how he was .followed to 
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bis lodgings "by a mob who bad not been present ali the lectur&, 
and who yelled and shouted in real collier fashion. The Ezaminer 
MyS tbey intended to 'purr' me.. An invitation on my part to 
any two of them to settle the matter with me in approved pugilistio 
fasl}ion produced.. temporary lull, under cover of which shelter 
was gained from the storm of booting and bowling which eoon 
broke out anew with : redoubled vigour. On the second evening 
the Christian mob outside were even more discourteous." Some. 
friends t who bad offered Mr Bradlaugh the hospitality of their 
roof, so that be might not again suffer the treatment be bad 
received at the Victoria Hotel on the former occasion, wel9 
threatened and annoyed in a' most disgraceful mauner, besides 
being hissed and hooted on entering the lecture hall. Stones wel9 
thrown at Mr Bradlaugh and Mr John Watts as they went in. but 
during the lecture all was orderly. At the end, however. Mr 
Hutchings, a Nonconformist and the sub-editor of the-Ezaminer, 
amidst considerable noise and confusion, entered with the Rev. 
J. navis and other friends, to contradict what Mr Bradlaugh bad 
said on the p~vioU8 night. After some animated discussion, it 
was arranged that a set two nights' debate should be held between 
them. Mr Bradlaugh then left the ball, and was immediately 
surrounded by a noisy crew. 

"I walked slowly home," said my father. o. At last, in a narrow 
court, one fellow kicked me in the back part of my thigh. I 
turned quickly round, and invited an attempt at repetition, pro
mising prepayment in a good knock-down for the kicker;' and 
the whole pack of yelping religionists turned tail. Men and 
women turned out of their bouses balf-dressed, and when the 
name • Iconoclast' passed from one to the other. the adjecti ves 
attached to it sufficiently proved that humanising Influences wel9 
sorely needed to soften the conversational exuberance of the 
natives of Wigan. " 

Those who wel9 not sufficiently brave to come near enough to 
give a kick at Mr Bradlaugh's back hurled bricks at him, bu~ 
cowardice unnerved them and prevented them from taking a good 
aim, so that although his hat was damaged, he himself was 
unhurt. Mr and Mrs Johnson courageously insisted upon walking 

.. C. Bradlaugh in the NlItiviuilllef- for Decelllber let, 1860. 
t lIr ud Mrs .Johnson ofW"J8&II. 
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by hie lide, and the followers of the meek and lowly Jesus 
thought it no shame to throw stones at a woman: here, theii, 
victim being weaker, their courage was accordingly greater and 
their aim straighter. But if the people acted so merely from 
ignorance and narrowness, it is not so easy to explain the male
volent attitude of certain local journals to my father. Week 
after week, the Wigara Ezaminer persisted in the attack, being 
especially virulent in its onslaught upon his personal character. 
It reprinted Mr Packer's men«.iacious letter to Brewin Grant, and 
the following extract prefacing the letter will serve to show how 
great was the desire of the editor to keep the commandments of 
his Deity, and not to bear false wftn~ :-

.. Born in the claaaic region of Bethnal Green, he [Mr Bradlaugb] 
devoted his juvenile faculties &0 tbe advocacy of teetotalism, but finding 
that thie theme did not afford sufficient acope for his genius, he formed 
CAe> himself to • select band of reformers who met in an upper room 
or garret in the neighbourhood. Being a fluent speaker, he was soon 
exalted to the dignity of an apostle in his new vocation, and finding 
the work in every respect much more congenial to his mind than 
weaving, he broke loose from alt restraint, and went into the new 
business with energy." 

The debate between Mr Hutchings and Mr Bradlaugh was 
finally arranged for the 4th and 5th, February (1861). On his 
way to the hall on the first evening, my father received II one 
evidence of Christianity in the shape of a bag of ft.our ;" this was, 
of course, 'intended to soil his clothes, but II fortunately it was 
ft.ung with too great violence, and after crushing the side of 
another new hat from Mr Hipwell," covered the pavement 
instead of myseli I shall need a special fund for hats," wrote 
Mr Bradlaugh, II if I visit Wigan often." On his return from 
the debate, although he was followed by a large crowd of men 
and boys, all hooting was quickly suppressed, and was, in fact, 
attempted only by a very few. On his first visit to Wigan he 
had .. retired to rest, not only without friends to bid me good
night, but with many a score ~f loud-tongue~ rough lads and 
men bidding me, in phraseology startling and effective, everything 
but so kindly a farewell;" t but dllting the three months which 

• A I'nlethinkiDg hatter of BradtON. 
t. C. Bradlaugh in NIIIWfuIl Bt,former, lebru&'116, 18(1~ 
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had elapsed since Mr Bradlaugh's earliest visit to this Lancashire 
mining town public feeling had considerably changed and modified ; 
and in the eve~ng, the house where he was staying" was crowded 
out," he tells us, "with rough but honest earnest men and women, 
who insisted, One and all, in gripping my hand in friendliness, 
and wishing me good speed in my work. The change was 'so 
great that a tear mounted to my eye despite myself." His was 
always the same sensitive nature; he was ever moved to the 

I
heart by a sign. of true sympathy or real affection. Persecution 
found him stern and unflinching, hypocrisy found him severe and 
unforgiving, but kindncss or affcction instantly touched the 
fountain of his gratitude and his tenderness. 

Out of this debate, which contains nothing particularly note
,vorthy, * arose a lawsuit. The reporter, a person' named 
Stephenson M. Struthers, after having sold "the transcript" to 
Mr Bradlaugh at 8d. per folio, sold a second copy of his notes to 
Mr William Heaton, on behalf of Mr Hutchings' Committee, for 

,3 guineas. This my. father did not discover until he had used 
some of the copy, and paid Struthers £5 on account. He then 
refused to pay the balancc (£11, 16s.), and for this the shorthand. 
writer sued him. Mr Bradlaugh expressed his willingness to pay 
for the labour involv~d in making a copy; but he objected to pay 
for the Bole copy when he had not received that for which he had 
contracted. The suit came on in the Wigan County Court, before 
J. S. T. Greene, Esq., on April 11th (1861). Aftcr the case for 
the plaintiff was closed, Mr Bl'&dlaugh entered the witness-box to 
be sworn-at that time the only form under which he could give 
evidence. Mr Mayhew (for the plaintiff), after some preamble 
as to not desiring to be offensive, asked "with regret" if Mr 
Bradlaugh believed "in the religious obligations of an oath!" 

• The following short passage from this debate may serve as an example 
of the incisive eloquence of which my father was capable at the age of eight
and-twenty :- . 

"Men aay. 'I believe.' Believe in what' 'I believe' is the prostration 
of the intellect before the uuknown-not an exertion of the intellect to grasp 
the knowable. Men who have taught in Sunday Schools, and children who 
have been taught there, men worshipping in our churches-men following 
men in thie way have their ideas made for them, fitted on to them like 
their clothes; and, like the parrot in its gilded cage, they say • I believe,' 
because they have been taught to aay it, and not because they have a vitsl 
faith when they do say it. .. 
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Mr Bradlaugh objected to answer any question until he was sworn. 
The Judge would not allow the objection i and after a considerable 
interchange of opinion and question and answer between the 
Judge and Mr Bradlaugh, in which the latter explicitly stated 
hi. readiness to be sworn, he asked to be allowed to affirm. This 
the Judge refused to permit. And this is how the episode 
ended:-

The JUDGB: Only brive me a direct answer. 
1fr BIlADLAl1GB: I am not 1IJ18wering your question at alL I ha~e 

objected OD two groUnd8, both of which your Honour has overruled, 
that I am not bound to answer the question. . 

The JUDGB: If you put it in that way, I should b!! eox:ry to exercise 
ony power that I believe I posseu according to law. You won't answer 
the queation r • -

Mr llBADLAl1GB: I object that I am not bound to_ answer any que&, 
tion that will, criminste myself. 

TIle JUDGB: Vou will not answer my question. Do you believe in 
the existence of a supreme God t 

Mr BBADLA.'I1GB: I object that the answer, if in the negative, would 
lubject IDe to a criminal prosecution. 

The J UDGlI: Do you believe in a state of future rew8J'(ls and punish
lIIents , 

lIIr BBADLAl1GB: I object that-
The JUDGB: Theil I shall not permit you to give eV,idence at all; 

and I think you escape very well in not being sent to gaoL 

The Judge, having thus taken advantage of his magisterial 
position to insult a defenceless man as well as to, refuse 'his 
evidence, proceeded with consummate injustice to sum it up as 
aD ., undefended ease," and gave a verdict for the plaintift' for the 
full amount. After the case was over, Mr William Heaton wrote 
to Mr Bradlaugh denying a material point in Mr Struthers' swom 
evidence as to what had occurred between them. ThuS did the 
lawl of Christian England treat an Atheist as outlaw, and iD the 
name of justice deal out injustice in favour of a man who, as his 
fellow Christian stated, had spoken falsely under his oath in the 
witness-box. 

Mr Hutchings himself felt the disgrace of this so kecnly that 
he wrote expressing his desire to co:.operate in a public movement 
in WiglUl in favour of Sir John TrelaWI!Y's Affirmation Bill. 
IS I do feel str9ngly." he said, "tbab you were most wrongfully 
and iniquitously deprived of the opportunity of defending your 
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cause, and this I feel th~ more strongly that it was done in stri~t 
conformity with English law." 

Two other polemical encounters arose directly out of the Wigan 
lectures i these were both held with the Rev. Woodville Woodman, 
a Swedenborgian divine. The first, at Wigan, upon the "Existence 
of God," continued over foul' nights i the second, upon the 
"Diviue Revelation of the Bible," also a four Jlights' debate, was 
held at Ashton in the autumn of the same year. 

Yr Bradlaugh held quite a number of theological discussions 
about this time. In addition to those I have already mentioned 
with the Rev. Brewin Grant,Dr Brindley, Dr Baylee, Mr Hutchings, 
and the Rev. Woodville Woodman, a controversial correspondence 
between himself and' the Rev. Thomas Lawson, a Baptist minister 
of Bacup, arose out of some lectures delivered by Mr Bradlaugh in 
Newchurch in October 1860. It was originally intended to hord 
a set debate upon the subject" Has Man a SouU" but no hall 
could be obtained in Bacup for the purposes of the discussion. 
The correspondence was therefore published in the National 
Reformer during the spring of the following year. Then a debate 
upon the credibility of the Gospels was arranged between Mr Brad. 
laugh and the Rev. J. H. Rutherford, and was held in Liverpool 
in October 1860 i anotller upon "What does the Bible teach 
about God'" was held with Mr Mackie in Warrington in April 
1861 i and a few months later my father also debated for two 
nights at Birmingham with Mr Robert Mahalm, a representative of 
the Irish Church Mission in that town. 

In the middle of July (1860) he was lecturing f6I the first time 
in Norwich. St Andrew's Hall was taken, and the proceeds of 
the lecture were to go to Garibaldi i but this was one of the places 
where religious prejudice was strong, and where therefore the 
receipts did not equal the expenditure. On the second evening 
Mr Bradlaugh delivered an open-air address at Chapel Field, 
when" yells, hisses, abuse, a little mud, and a few stones formed 
the chorus and finale of the -entertainment." Nothing daunted, 
in September he went to Norwich again, and the orderly behaviour 
of his audience formed a marked contrast to their previous conduct. 
By November, when he once more visited Norwich, the Free
thinkers there had found themselves strong enough to hire· a 
commodious chapel for the winter months, lIubstituting a piano 
for the communion table. From Norwich his ateps tumed 
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natumlly to Yarmouth, where he was much amused by hearing 
the town crier follow up his "Oyez! Oyez!" by the announcement 
that .. the cel-e·bra·ted I-con·o-clast" had arrived. 

Only a few weeks elapsed before Mr Bradlaugh again went to 
Norwich and Yarmouth.· He went the week immediately before 
Christmas, and had an eight hours' journey to get there, with the 
driving snow coming through Uthe Eastern CountJies Railway 
Company's patent [3rd class] ventilating'carriages," which seemed 
construct'ed with the express object of making U perfectly clear to 
the unfortunate passengers the criminality of their poverty." 
This, his fourth visit to Norwich, was a great success, and the 
lectures at Yarmouth were also more favourably listened to. By. 
January he found his audiences increasing at Norwich, and the 
interest perceptibly growing, but at Yarmouth he received a 
check. There had been much commotion in the local official 
circles at the repeated visits of the Atheist lecturer, and pressure 
was used on all sides, so that only a small sale room in a back 
street could be hired for the lectures._ The room was soon, over· 
crowded; Mr Bradlaugh had to be his own chairman, and on 
going home walked to the music of yells and hootings. This 
display of intolerance roused up some of the more thoughtful 
inhabitants, and the theatre was obtained for the following night, 
when, despite the necessarily brief notice, a large audience
including many ladies-assembled to hear the lecture. A Mr 
Fletcher was elected to the chair, the proceedings were orderly 
throughout, and Mr Dradlaugh walked home unmolested. 

The matter, however, was not to end here. Both the Yarmouth 
clergy (or at least Of16 Yarmouth clergyman, the Rev. E. Neville) 
and magistrates expressed their dctermination that the lectures 
must be put down, and so Mr Bradlaugh received information that 
proceedings were to be taken against him for blasphemy. The 
N()'f'/olk New and Ya"nouth Independent for March 23rd reported 
a meeting of magistrates at which the subject of "Iconoclast's" 
visits was under discussion, the letting of the theatre to him 
was severely commented upon, and.the persons responsible for the' 
letting held up to public odium. Not one' of· the nine or ten 
magistrates present could be found to say a word on behalf of the 
Atheist; and the speeches of the Mayor, Mr S. Nightingale, nnd 
one other of the magistrates, Mr Hammond, from which I quoLe, 
are typical of the attitude of tne rest :-
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- "He.[tbe Mayor] had attended the bench that m01'!lillg (Tue£day; 
March 19) becau~e he had observed bills circulated iii. the town setting 
forth that • that wretched man calling himself .. Iconoclast .. '· intended 
to give lectures again at the theatre. He really thonght' Iconoclast' 
was doing a great deal of mischief in the minds of the younger part of 
the community, and he thought they "ought to take some steps to prevent 
it. He some time ago called the attention "of their clerk to the subject, 
who had proceeded to look into the law of the case. It seemed monstrous 
to him that a man should be allowed to utter blasphemy as • Iconoclast' 
was doing and for them not to interfere. •••• He wished the magis
trates to take some steps for putting a stop to these lectures.· 

The Mayor found an ardent supporter in Mr Hammond, who 

"thonght the thanks of the town were due to His Worship for brin"oing 
the subject before the notice of the bench. He had thought of it 
yesterday himself, and Spoken to one or two of the magistrates on the 
matter, and he also intended to ea1l on the Mayor about it, had he not 
gone into it. It was evident that Mr Sidney [the lessee of the theatre l
at least he (Mr Hammond) thought-could not know what he was letting . 
the theatre for. He (Mr Hammond) was part proprietor of the theatre 
himself; but rather than take any part of the profits arising out of such 
a purpose, he would sooner see it shut up for twenty years. If no other 
magistrate would do it, he would move that Mr Sidney be refused his 
licence next year, should these diabolical practices be allowed at the 
theatre. He perceived from the large bill issued that the front boxes 
were to be 6d., the upper boxes 411., the pit 3d., and the gallery 2d.; and 
it must be evident to the magistrates that the thing must be disreputable 
indeed to have a place like tbe theatre let in that way-to have the 
public mind poisoned by a repetition of these lectures, perbaps by-and
by at 2d. each, as an inducement to lead the young away that they 
might hear the Holy Scriptures set at nought. He felt very sensitive on 
the point, and so far as his humble assistance went, he would give it to 
put a stop to these nefarious practices. He felt personally obliged to 
the-Mayor fOl' bri.nging forward the subject that morning, and he hoped 
every magistrate on the bench would lend a helping hand towards 

. putting a stop to the nuisance. (Applause.)" . 
. At the conclusion of the proceedings, Mr Nightingale (the MayOI') 
observed" that he felt determined to put a stop to these exhibitiOllS." t 

• The Mayor'S exact words. 
t The Nw/olk Net&8 prefaces its acconnt by saying : .. For some months 

past considerable excitement has been cansed"_ amongst the religions com .• 
monity of the town by the delivery of lectures tending to snbvert the 
fondamental principles of Christianity by a Freethinker onder the lIOIdwiqud 
of 'Iconoclast.' We ,have attended none of these lectures ouraelves, bllt, 
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In a leaderette the local journal commented strongly on the 
course proposed by the wise and learned Dogberries; arid wheq 
lIr Bradlaugh placarded Yarmouth with an address to the magis
trates accepting the gauntlet thus thrown down, arid exp~ing 
his resolve to lecture within their jurisdiction, it spoke of the 
.. spirited reply" which he had addressed to his would-be per
IeCUtora. The upshot of all this was that my father immediately 
determined to devote a special week to East Anglia, commencing 
with two nights at Yarmouth. . 

"On my arrival at Yarmouth," he wrote, "I found myseU 
literally hunted from room to room. The theatre being closed 
against me, the Masonic Han was taken, but the mayor personally 
waited. upon the proprietor, and the. I screw' being put on I was 
also deprived of this room. I was determined not to be beaten, 
and therefore hired a large bleaching-ground in which to deliver all 
open-air address." There were present about 1 000 persons, .. in_ 
cluding at least one magistrate and several police officers," and it 
may be noted as most significant that the action of the magistrates 
did not meet with popular favour, that the meeting concluded with 
cheere for Mr Bradlaugh and for the owner of the ground. 
On the following evening the audience was largely increased, and 
numbered at least 5000 persons; who were orderly and attentive 
throughouL Outside the meeting there. was st-one-throwing, 
principally by boys. One of the stones struck my mother, who, 
identifying the lad who threw it, threatened to give him into 
custody. At which the lad answered, II Oh, please, mum, you can
not; the police have told us to make all the noise, and throw as 
many stones as we can." This, we will hope, was a liberal inter
pretation of the police iustructions, but at least it shows very 
strongly that the lads had reason to expect the police to look very 
leniently 'upon their escapades. The magisterial bluster- ended in 
bluster, and the only result to Yarmouth from a Christian stand
point wu a pamphlet against II Infidelity" written by a Charles 
Houchen, and whether that can be set down to the credit of 

judging from what we have heard, we should think that' Iconoclast' WII8 a 
gifted man 80 far as regards hiB elocntionary powera. He has been combated 
on hit own platform, denounced from various pulpits in the town, and at 
length a determined elrod seems to have been made to .hnt him 01lt from all 
the pl_ in the town in which a public meeting could be he-Iel." 
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Christianity we must leave it to the followers of that creed to 
judge. Mr Houchen said-

"It has been asked what is the real object of Iconoclast going from 
place to place, and coming to Yarmouth from time to time, and the 
answer has been money, money. Now, I ask the reader what think 
you, whoever you be, suppose Iconoclast himself was guaranteed to be 
better paid than he now is for travelling from place to place, do you 
not think he would turn round'" 

To this my. father rejoined that II the whole amount of Icono
clast's receipts from Yarmouth bas not equalled his payments for 
board, lodging, and printing in that eastern seaport; that he has 
journeyed to and fro at his .own cost; and that if his object • has 
been money, money,' he has suffered grievous disappointment, 
and this not because the audiences have.baen small, but because 
of that • rarity of Christian charity' which shut him out of theatre 
aud lecture-hall after each had been duly hired, and prompted 
policemen to connive at stone-throwing when directed aga.inst an 
Inlidellecturer." 



CHAPTER XVII. 

TDB DBVONPORT OASE, 1861. 

::_- the early sixties the Fr8!)thinkers of Plymouth were a fairly 
activl' body; their hall, the •• Free Institute," in Buckland Stree~ 
they owed to the liberality of one of their members, Mr- Johns, 
and there were some tolerably energetic spirits to carryon the 
work. At that time Mr George J. Holyoake was a great favourite 
in the Western towns, and Mr Eradlaugh was fast winning his 
way. He was gaining public popularity and private friendships 
on all sides, when an incident occurred which brought out BOme of 
his most striking characteristics and rivetted some of these friend-
ships with links of steel. _ 

He had arranged to lecture at Plymouth for five days during the 
first week in December 1860. ,The firstthree and the last of these 
lectures were given in the Free Institute; but that for the Thurs
day was announced to be given in Devonport Park. At, the 
appointed time a considerable number of people had assembled, 
and Mr Bradlaugh was just about to address them when he, was 
'accosted by the Superintendent of the Devonport Police, who 
stated that he was authorised by the Town Council to prevent 
sucb lectures, and II all such proceedings in a place created alone 
for tbe recreation of the public." M'r Bradlaugh pointed out that 
the Temperance advocates used the Park; why should not he' ' M'r 
Edwards, the ~olice Superintendent, not only refused to argue the 
matter, but said further that if Mr Bradlaugb persisted in' his 
lecture he should use measures to eject him from the Park. There 
was a little more talk, during which Mr Bradlaugh reflected that 
he was by no means certain as to what were· his rigbts in the 
Park ; and in the end he decided Dot to lecture there that evening. 
To use his own words, he II submitted, but with a determination to 
do better at some future time." Mr John Williamson (now in 
Colorado), writing at the time, BaYs: II On Monday, the 3rd, IconOo. 

176 
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clast arrived by the 5 p.m. train, very much fatigue:l, and lookillg 
ill; he had to go to bed for a couple of hours before lecturing 
• • • • during his stay he . suffered much from neuralgia, which 
interfered with his rest by night." These few words as to the state 
of my father's health will give us some idea of the strain upon him 
in all these stormy scenes, added to the anxiety of earning his 
living. A comparison of dates will show that many of these 
episodes ran concurrently, although I am obliged to tell them 
separately for the sake of clearness. I take these incidents in 
order of their origin; but while one was ,passing through its 
different stageS others began and ended. In addition to these 
more important struggles, there was also many a small matter 
which as yet I have left untouched. All this must be borne in 
mind by readers of these pages who wish to get a clear idea of Mr 
.Bradlaugh's life. My pen, unfortunately, can only set down one 
thing at a time, though careful reading can fill in the picture. 

The prohibition at Devonport Park was merely a sort of pro
logue; the real drama was to come, and the first act was played 
exactly three months later. Mr Bradlaugh had, 88 he said, 
determined .. to do better at some future time;" with this end in 
view he set aside a fortnight early in March, to be devoted to the 
conquest of Plymouth, and the campaign opened on Sunday 
the 3rd. 

A field known 88 the II Parson's Field," or .. Parsonage Field," 
adjoining Devonport Park, was hired in FebruarY for II two 
lectures by a representative of the Plymouth and Devonport 
Secular Society," for the first two Sundays in March. Accordingly, 
about half-past two on the afternoon of Sunday the 3rd, Mr 
Brad laugh went thither accompanied by two friends, Mr Steed 
and Mr John Williamson. He took his place upon a gravel heap, 
and was just about to speak, when he was informed that the 
police were coming into the field, and on looking round he saw 
Mr Edwards (the Superintendent). Mr Inspector Bryant, and 
several constables. Mr Edwards forbade him to proceed with his 
leCture, saying that he had authority to remove him from the 
field. Mr Bradlaugh answered that he had given way in Devon
port Park because he was then uncertain as to his rights; now the 
-Superintendent had no right to interfere; he had an agreement with 
the owner of the field; he was the tenant, and there he should 
remain 'Unless he was removed by force. He thereupon turned to 
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the .udien~e and commenced his lecture with theam .words~ 
"Friends, I am about to address you on the Bible---." H~ 
speech was here brought to an abrupt conclusion, for, aciing under 
the ordera of the Superintendent, he was seized by six policemen,~ 
of whom he said :-

"Two attended to each arm, the remaining two devoting them~ 
selves to the rear of my person. One, D. 19, I should. tbi~had 
se"ed an apprenticeship at garrotting, by the peculiar manner in 
which he handled my neck. Our friends around were naturally 
indignant, so that I had the threefold task to perform of pacifying 
my friends to prevent a breach of the peace, of keeping my own 
temper, and yet of exerting my own physical strength sufficiently 
to show the police that I would not permit a continuance of 
excessive violence. In fact, I was obJiged to explain that I 
possessed the will to knock one or two of them down, and th, 
ability to enforce that will, before I could get anything like'reason,
able treatment." 

D. 19 in particular made himself very objectionable j twice Mr 
Bradlaugh asked him to remove his hand from the inside of hie 
collar, but D. 19 would not, so at length he had to shake him off. 
When the six policemen, aided by their Superintendent and 
Inspector, succeeded in getting Mr Bradlaugh out of the field, 
Inspector Bryant told him to go about his business. He replied. 
II My business here to-day is to lecture j if you let me go, I shall 
go back to the field." The Superintendent said that in .that case 
he would take him to the Station-house. Mr Bradlaugh, who 
was all this time bareheaded in the keen air of early March, asked 
for his hat. lIr Williamson stepped forward to hand it to him, 
but was pushed roughly aside by the police, and Mr Bradlaugh 
did not get bis hat till later. 

A' the Police Station he was detained for some time whilst 
the question of bail was under discuSsion. This was twice 
refused, once on the ground that there was no power to accept . 
bail on a Sunday; and after being subjected to the indignity of 
being searched, Mr Bradlaugh. was taken ,into an underground 

• It is not without interest to nete the number of police that were always 
employed when there was any question of forcibly removingMr Bradlaugh. 
The Devonport superintendent contented himself with six. Twenty yearS 
later the House of Commons employed fourteen.:.....at least, I am told ·that 
It wu·eleven polioamen and three meseengera. . . 

.K 
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elone cell, without fire, light, chair, or stool. In the cell 
there was "a straw palliasse, with a strange looking rug and one 
sheet." This cell, it afterwards transpired, had not been used for 
two years. In this dungeon-like place he was kept for four and 
a-half hours; from half-p!'St four until nine o'clock on an evening 
in the beginning of March. At this hour the Superintendent 
allowed him the .luxury of a stone corridor in which there was a 
fire i he w~ placed here in charge of a policemen, and also allowed 
the company of Mr Steer, a Freethinker, who had attended the 
meeting and had been taken into custody on a charge of assaulting 
lIr Edwards while" in the execution of his duty." Mr Bradlaugh 
was at the outset charged with inciting to a breach of the peace, 
but on Monday was also further charged with a_n assault upon 
Mr Edwards. In the morning he and Mr Steer were brought up, 
like felons, through a trap-door into the prisoner's dock. Their 
appearance in court was greeted with a hearty burst of cheering, 
which the magistrates (of whom there were not less than nine 
upon the bench) tried in vain to suppress. The Court was very 
full, and such a great crowd had assembled outside the Guildhall. 
previous to the opening of the doors, that the Mayor (J. W. W. 
Ryder, Esq.) decided that the Court ordinarily used for police 
business was too small, and that the case should be heard in the 
large hall, The case was opened by Mr Little, of the firm of 
Messrs Little and W oolcombe, on behalf of the plaintiff, Mr 
Superintendent Edwards. After he had recited the charges, 
he said he was instructed by the magnanimous Edwards that he 
had no desire II to press strongly against the parties, if they would 
make a promise not again to make an attack upon public morals." 
Once or twice during the progress of the case, Ml' Bradlaugh came 
into collision with Mr Bone, the magistrate's clerk, but on the 
whole he carried his points fairly easily. The case lasted the 
whole day right into the evening, and was adjourned to Friday 
the 8th to give Mr Bradlaugh time to procure evidence. He 
and Mr Steer were bound over in their own recognizances of 
£20 each. 

The Court_ was again crowded on Friday, every part of the 
building being crammed, and the spectators included several dis
senting ministers of various denominations. When Mr Bradlaugh 
made his appearance in the dock he was, as before, greeted with 
tremendous and repeated cheering. The magistrate's clerk -got! 
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quite excited, and called out again and again, "You ought to be 
uhamed of yourselve8." The Mayor commanded. the police to 
keep their eyea on the parsons guilty of such manifestations, and 
to take them into cusf..ody if necessary. During the course of the 
proeeedinga he gave this order several timea in one form or 
another, and succeeded in provoking a considerable b1USt of laughter, 
.. occasionally nearly every penon in Court was cheering or hissing 
according to hia sentiments, and the Superintendent could hardly 
have afrorded six constables to capture each disturber. However, d 
my father's request, his friends ceased to cheer. The charge against 
:AIr Bradlaugh was dismisSed without hearing the whole of the 
evidence for the defence. * The magistntes found Mr Steer guilty, 
but said that they did not consider the assault to have been of a severe 
character. and therefore fined him only 5& and costs, not to include 
attorney'e costs. Of course, the question of religious belief was 

• The deeeription. of ),[r Bradlaugh which appeared ill some of the Devon. 
&bire papen, and the opiniolll ezp~ ill them, are rather amusing to read 
now, 10 many yean after they were written. The Divonpon TclegmpA said 
that llr Bradlaugh WII twenty-eight yean of age, aud his CJ'OSS-eJ:amillltiona 
were IDch .. II would han done credit to an able barrister." 

The WuU,.,. MDrf&irag NelDl said that he WII II apparently about thirty. 
four yean of age, and 5 ft. 10 ina. ill height, is etoutly built, of a sallow com· 
plexion, and hia couutenauce ia adorned with neither whisken nor moustache. 
H. ~ illtelligeut Ceaturee, aud a commandiDg forehead, and he \'f8lll1l 

hia hair bruahed behind hia earL • • • • Ria examination of the wituesses 
WII conducted with facility and with much regularity. • • • • He IDstained 
hia equanimity of temper in an admirable mauner." 

Th. 1Jmmpon Irulepe1Idenl, reCerring to the presence in Court of the nriona 
diaeuUug ministera and others, said II they could not help admiring hia 
(Hr Bradlaugh's) remarkable precision, hie calm and collected demeanour, 
and the ability with which h. • conducted his own CUB' as well as that of hie 
friend.· •••• H~ ia about twenty-eight yean of age. slight, and of a rair. 
IOmplexion, above the ordiDary height, and bearing the impress or an illtelJi.. 
gent countenance. .. 

Th. PI1/fMtAtA Ma.il thought" the infidel lecturer Bradlaugh and his friend 
Steer got 011' easily. n 

The WIII_ Dail, Mereu,., gave very full reports of the trial, aud under 
the heading" Scandala !lagnata" wrote a coudemnation of the prosecution. 
It also inserted a nUlllber of letten on both sides: one, from II an old 8ub. 
acriber," who deacribed himself II "the Cather oC a family and lover of the 
trutha of Scripture, .. wished that the inhabitanta had II routed the wicked 
man Bradlaogh out of the neighbourhood," and expressed a desire that the 
Gonrnmont abould puniah the dockyard men who co-operated with 
Bradlangh. 
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raised on the swearing of the witnesses for the defence, but the only 
. two who were questioned happened to bereligioUB persons-onEl, 
indeed, "was an "Independent Noneonformist," who .was on his 
way to chapel,. and was attracted to the field by the crowd and 
the presence of the police. On the following day (March 9th) 
notices were served by the authorities, representing the War 
Department in Devonport, on the Plymouth Freethinkers and 
others concerned, forbidding the -use of the Park for the purpose 
of lectures; Mr Bradlaugh therefore lectured on Sunday * in the 
Free Institute, while he turned over in his mind a plan for the 
following Sunday (17th). He announced to his audience that he 
intended to lecture .. very near the Park," but the precise spot 
would not be made knoWll"until it was too late for the police to 
interfere. 

Bills were posted to the following effect :-

... In consequence of advice received, 'Iconoclast' will deliver an open
air address on Sunday forenoon,. and will be present near the.. Devon
port Park Lodge about half-past ten in order to vindicate the right of 
free speech." . -

Considerable excitement prevailed in Plymouth. Some thought 
that, in spite of the notice from the War Office representatives, 
the lecture was to be given in the Park itself; others thought a 
certain three-cornered field had been hired. All were wrong; private 
ground could not be had for love or money, the owners and 
renters of all such having joined the police and the clergy; vacant 
land belonging to the borough was also out of the question, because 
my father felt that to have lectured on such ground must have 
resulted in a collision -with the police, and might have ended 
disastrously for some of his friends. ?lfr Bradlaugh, Mr William
son, and Captain Trenaman consulted together, and-who originated 
the idea I do not know-after ascertaining that all the water was 
under the jurisdiction of the Saltash Corporation, it was resolved to 
give the lecture from a boat in such a way that while the audience 
were in the borough of Devonport, the speaker, only a few yards 
distant from his hearers, should be outside the Devonport 
jurisdiction. 

• Meanwhile the Park was occnpied by the military and the police iu 
fe&diness ·to clear away the" infidels OJ should they appear. 
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"On Sunday morning,. unfortunately, it rained in torrents and 
blew great gales," lamented Mr Bradlaug):1~ in a. brief description 
of the day's ad ventures. " We, however, determined to persevere, 
and on arriving near the Devonport Park Lodge I soon found 
myself at the head of a. considerable number, who, despite the 
rain and the wind, followed me to Stonehouse Creek, a small 
tributary of the river Tamar, where I embarked on board the 
boat previously hired, and on which we erected a sort of plat
form from which I delivered a short address, the union jack 
being hoisted at the head of the boat. Directly after I had 
commenced to speak, l\fr Superintendent Edwards made his 
appearance, and certainly- looked most disconsolate when he 
found the plan I had adopted to avoid his vigilance. - As.it was 
still raining very hard, I made my address a very brief one, 
telling the. people that I was very glad of the opportunity of 
asserting the right of free speecb, and promising to. assert it 
again when I next visited Devonport. I was cheered several 
times notwithstanding the still descending torrent. Mr E4·wards,. 
",ho had nearly captured the cab containing my wife, had 
under his command no less than twenty~eight policemen besides. 
Inspector Bryant, and the Mayor was prepared with· the Riot 
Act j but all their precautions were set at naught, and the
right of open-air propaganda was victorioullly asserted. Ur 
Superintendent Edwards, with scarcely bottled up ire and indig
nation, endeavoured to find a victim in the· licensed waterman, 
but even here he was defeated, as Captain Trenaman had taken 
his own crew." 

Mr Bradlaugh concluded his account by thanking the friends 
who had helped him U and the bold Trenamans, father and Bon, 
who commanded under me my first marine endeavour at Fre~ 
thought propaganda." Immediately after the conclusion ot" ~he 
police proceedings Mr Bradlaugh wrote a letter to SUp'erhitende~~ 
Edwards demanding that he should publish an apology in' certain 
papers and pay £10 to the Devon and Cornwall Hospital, £10 
to tho Stoke Female -Orphan Asylum, and his (Mr Bradlaugh's) 
witnesses' expenses j but the messenger who delivered the letter· 
was informed by Edwards that he would take no notice of the 
communication, but would consign it to the wastepaper basket. 
In fact. all the written reply that Edwards did make was of the. 
Sh01test and curtest; it consisted merely of these words: II I beg 
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to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of thill morDing." After 
such a letter, my father put the matter into the hands of hill 
solicitor, who laid it before counsel for advice, with the result 
that legal proceedings were commenced against Mr Edwards for 
assault and false imprisonment. 

A little later at a meeting of the Devonport Town Council the 
Watch Committee reported that they had instructed the Town 
Clerk to take measures for Mr Edwards' defence, and asked the 
Council's approval of what they had done. After considerable 
discussion twenty-eight persons voted for the adoption of the 
report and two against. The names of those voting were formally 
taken down, and it is rather curious to find that at least four 
members of the Council who voted that the Town of Devonport 
should undertake the expense and conduct of the defence of the 
Polic6 Superintendent, had sat npon the Bench and decided 
against him without troubling my father to go through the whole 
of his case. In their capacity as magistrates they were compelled 
by the evidence to find him wrong: as Town Councillors they 
allowed their prejudices full scope, and voted that the borough of 
Devonport should find money to support the Superintendent in 
his defence of what they themselvcs had agreed were wrongful 
acts. 

The case against Mr Superintendent Edwards came' on at the 
Devon Lammas Assizes at Exeter, before Mr Baron Channell, on 
Monday, July 29th. The reports * say that 

"the Court was crowded, great interest being excited in the ease. 
Many ladies were present, and nearly the whole of the briellees barristerl! 
on the circuit seemed roused from their ordinary drowsy dulness into 
something like life and activity. The case lasted from ten in the fore
noon until nine in the evening, and was tried before a special jury." 

Unfortunately, Mr BradlaiIgh made one great and irreparable 
blunder. Instead of conducting the case himself, he allowed 
himself to be persuaded into briefing couns,el, Mr Robert Collier, 
Q.C., M.P., and },Ir Cole. The nature of this blunder, and its 
importance before a special jury in a cathedral city, may be realised 
by reading a few words of comment from a hostile leader on the 
case which appeared in the Western Morning NelDs for July 31st. 

• NaJ.i.oIlIJl BVI1l"11lCI', ~8 WCltem AlomWig N.w, and Wutlm Dai1V 
JICI'.mr", 



~ 

THE D~T CASE~ 18.6l:; 188 

This journal,,\ye b~~ IK!.Jl~wards my father's cause 
u to aver tha~de~~ut Christian looked" to the State to keep 
the Queen's bighway free from Atheist lecturers and infidel 
propagandists," nevertheless stated in the most distinct fashion 
that "-the counsel for the plaintiff was far more anxious to assert 
his own orthodoxy than his client's rights." And with this 
opinion I think most people will agree who read the Counsel's 
speech for the defence; not, bowever, that 1 intend to give the 
whole of Mr Collier's speech, because it is at once too long, and it 
goes over ground with which we are already famiUar; still, I will , 
quote a few of bis expressions to prove that I am not judging 
him too hardly. Almost in the opening. words of his speech Mr 
Collier said: "I am informed that Mr Bradlaugh desired to deliver 
a lecture or a sermon-I hardly know which." This was pure 
prevarication, as the utmost pains had been taken to give-. Mr 
Collier the whole facts of the case. A little later he stated :-

.. Mr Bradlaugh belonged to a Society called the 'Secular Society.' 
Now I have never heard of the Society until this, nor did I ever hear 
of 'Iconoclast' before. • • •• I really don't know what their [the 
Secularista'] tenets are, but I believe they are connected in .some way 
with the Unitarians." -

This assertion was 80 monstrous that it immediately brough 
forth a letter of repudiation from the Rev. Henry Knott, 
Unitarian Minister of Plymouth; although, to do this gentleman 
justice, he said he believed that the Secularists were themselves 
II much too honest to wish to identify themselves with a body of 
Christians who have frequently opposed them in fair and open 
controversy." Mr Collier then wrote a letter to the Rev. Henry 
Knott in reply, regretting that he had misrepresented the Uni
tarians, and saying further :-

.. As to the 'Secularists,' I had never heard of them until I had received 
the brief in • Bradlaugh v. Edwards.' I have since ascertained, how
ever, that they are a considerable sect: so much BO, that I wonder that 
I had not heard of them. 1 teal inforrn,ed thai tJ portion of them 11)11.8 

ccmneeted wit1. 'M Unitarians, and therefore Buppoeed that a portion of 
them aCknowledged the Divine origin of Christianity; if 1 1I)M mil 
'''formed. I am very Borry for it. II 

The italics are mine; and jf Mr Collier meant to imply that he 
teeeivad this information from bis client or his attomey-tbe only 
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Perso~&.from.whom he sh~JdJiIIV"""", f t,-,_Abearing on . . . -t.e~ 0 'W15 mor 
the conduct of this case-he still further Iillnm.-'-.th .msell, becauso 
the utmost candour was shown him in laying the f~ before him, 
and most assuredly no such statement as that quo~d could have 

. 1?een: made to him by sane men who knew the facts. 
But to return to Mr Collier's speech. I will give just two more 

quotations, and then leave it:~ 

"I should be extremely sorry," he said, "if I were understood, as 
the advocate· of Mr Bradlaugh or anybody else, as for one moment 
defending any circulation, either by printing or by word of mouth, of 
anything libellous, seditious, or blasphentOus. . . . •. If Mr Bradlaugh 
had been permitted to preach, and if he had preached anything 
improper, blasphemous, or seditious, I should not have complained of 
the superintendent; on the contrary, I should, praise him if he had taken 
the proper measures for bringing him before a court of justice." . 

"I will conclude," he fi.ll1;~er said, "with this remark, that I eannot 
help thinking that if the doctrines of this Secular Society, or any other 
Society, are preached, which you ,and I and all of us may think per
nicious, by far the beat thing is to let them alone. -, Tru.th is great and 
viill prevail,' and we need not fear that the foundation of our religion 
will be shaken by a thousand Bradlaughs; and I cannot think of any
thing so pernicious and likely to prevent that very object we seek to 
accomplish, and to elevate persons such as these from obscnrity into' 
fame, as by making them unjustly martyrs. I cannot help thinking 
that the S11perit:ltendent of the police, although acting from the very 
best motives, was acting with very great haste and indiscretion." 

If Mr Collier had been briefed by the otber side also, he could -
hardly have made a more equivocal speech; and it will be easily 
understood how much it was likely to prejudice both the judge 
and jury against a man whose opinions were so well known, and 
who had made no pretence of concealing them. The defence made 
every effort to avail themselves of the odium tlteolo[Jicum when it 
came to Mr Bradlaugh's turn to take his place in the witness-box. 
Mr Montagu Smithr Q.C., counsel for the defence, wished to. 
cross-examine, Mr Bradlaugh on some former lectures in which. he 
expressed his disbelief in the Bible; Mr Collier objected; Mr 
Smith persisted; Baron Channell then allowed the question, taking 
note of Mr Collier's objection; Mi: Smith again put his question, 
and my father replied:" I object to answer that question on the 
ground that if I answer it in the affirmative it will subject me to 
a criminal prosecution. " Then. came a litUe scene, which will strike-
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~holie who have been in the law courts with Mr 8rad..laldtt\~bl 
DO means unfamiliar:-

.. Ria Lordship then asked for the Act of Parliame~!! 

.. The Plaintiff immediately replied: It is the li3rd ~ 
Archbold recites the statute. 

.. His Lordship and the learned counsel wsre then engaged: in finding 
it; and after having spent some time in vain, the plaintiff asked for a 
book, and on ita being presented to him, he immediately found the 
statute in question, which he handed to his lordship. The learned 
judge then read it to the counsel, and said, this statute only applies to 
those educated in or making profession of Christianity. In answer to 
hi. question, 

"The Plaiutiff laid: I was educat4ld according to the Church of 
England. 

II His Lordship: I allow the objection, witness claims exemption, and 
he is entitled to it." 

Six times Mr Montagu Smith put similar questions to Mr 
Bradlaugh, and six times Mr Bradlaugh answered him in the same. 
words. In his Bumming-up the judge, Mr Baron Channell, seemed 
determined Dot to be outdone by Mr Collier in evoking the 
religious prejudices of the jury. From}[r Smith, for the defence, 
such conduct was in lOme degree pardonable, even if not altogethcr 
in accordance with ordinary un-Christian notions of strict honour; 
but in Mr Collier, counsel for the plaintiff, and Mr Baron 
ChannelJ, presiding over what was supposed to be a Court of 
Justice, it was unpardonable. His Lordship regretted" that the 
constitution of the plaintiff's' mind was such as to render him 
unable to believe in. those great truths which afi'orded 80 much 
comfort and satisfaction to others; the notion of going. aboul 
and delivering lectures on those views he considered fraught with 
mischief and calculated to produce the greatest possible evil,": 
while he further enlarged upon the" wickedness of disseminating 
such opinions." 

After the summing-up of this just judge the jury gave a verdict 
for the plaintiff, with one farthing damages. The evidence waS so. 
strong, and some of the witnesses for the dcfence were so extrava-, 
g!m~ anJ. unsatisfactory, that in spite of their prejudices the jllry 
could not do other than decide in Mr Bradlaugh's favour; but they. 
did ·it as grudgingly as they could, and recorded their animus in 
the "4am ages" they awarded. . On the following morning Mi 
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Daron ,Channell earried this a step further, and when lIr Collier 
made the formal application for the plaintiff's costs he refused to 
certify. . 

In spite of all the prejudice roused against him, Mr Bradlaugh 
met witli considerable sympathy from the press, from foes· as well 
as friends. 

• .The Western Timu (Exeter, August 3rd), II lwstile paper, said: "The 
plaintiff certainly established his case, and the verdict was on the face of it 
ridiculous. p" The religious feelings of the jury neutralized the spirit of the 
law by the ridiculous • damages' which they awarded for his wrougs. n 

The Morn.ing Star (August 2nd) had a moat indignant article, condemning 
such a verdict" as a flagrant denial and mockery of justice." The Bradford. 
lletMw was courageously. outspoken, and urged that a new trial should be 
moved for. 

In a leaderetta the Weekly Dispatch (August 4th) thought that this Devon
shire dealing was altogether a scene for Spain rather than for England, and 
condemned Mr Collier's conduct of the case. In the following issue 
Publicola. had a long article on the proceedings, in which he deplored" that 
Buch an instjtution as that .r trial by jury, to which we are indebted for 
magnificent assertions of political right and freedom, which, generally 
speaking, is a safeguard against socisl injury, should, by the conduct 
deseribed, become a portion of the machinery of persecution ... 

Punch (Angust 10th) joined in its voice, and published a flippant article on 
.. A Short Way with Secularists," in which it tells the story of the seizure of 
"that fellow Bradlaugh, who calls himself Iconoclast, ., and hailed With mock 
delight the advent of the "orthodox reaction." Said Pum.il&, .. The magis. 
trates becoming judges of controversy, and the policemen forcing their 
decrees, tbe office of justice of the peace will become a holy office indeed, 
and the constabulary will rise into familiars of a British Inquisition." 

Not the least remarkable article appeared in the Catholic Ta1Jlet for 
August 3rd. It speaks of the arrest and imprisonment of Mr Bradlaugh as 
"frightful persecution," and says: "His legal rights have been violated by 
the police, and a jury of British Protestants have refused him redress, because 
his interpretation of the Scriptures is different from theirs. Either that is 
religious persecution or there is no such thing." 

In 1861 the English Roman Catholics regarded Mr Bradlaugh as a weak 
and (to them) harmless unit, and they affected to espouse his cause as a 
weapon against their deadly enemies, the Protestants.' What a change' in 
le98 than twenty years to the time when .. Henry Edward, Cardinal·Arch. 
bishop," and Prince of the Church of Rome, thought it necessary, with 
his own powerful hand, to write protest after protest in the Nineteenth Cen· 
'uTII, against Mr Bra41augh being allowed to take 1!is seat in the Commons 
House at Westminster f What a change from 1861 to 1882, when this aame 
great prelate thought it net'essarr to pay a formal visit in 901emn state to the 
Iown of Northampton itself to nail his mighty influence to turn the electors 
agains' .. this poor Secular Iconoolast," as the Tdlet once called him. 
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lIr Bradlaugh was not the man to remain content with such an 
nnsatisfactory verdict, and accordingly he moved for a Dew trial 
The motion was heard in the Court of Common Pleas, West
minster, on November 4th and 5th of the same year, before 
the Lord Chief Justice, Sir William ErIe, and the Justices 
Williams, Byles, and Keating. Mr Bradlaugh asked for a new 
trial on the grounds of misdirection, improper rejection of 
evidence tendered by the plaintiff, improper reception of evidence 
tendered by the defendant; and that the verdict was a perverse 
one and against evidence. After reciting the course of the trial at 
Exeter, he pointed out that in that trial he "laboured under a 
double disadvantage, not only in having all the jury selected from 
the county [of Devon], where there was great feeling existing iu 
the matter, but that they were selected from among men who had 
to pay the costs in the action,· and who would have to pay further 
dsmagea and costs if in my favour, which a verdict of the jury 
would have given me." 

After a lengthy discussion, in wbich all the judges took active 
part., the Lord Chief Justice said that they would consult 
.. brother Channell" before they gave their answer • 
. Judgment was given the following day. The rule was refused, 
and the plaintiff insulted. Said Lord Chief Justice ErIe-

"I know Dot in the least what are the opinions of the plaintiff that 
he was bent upon publishing; all that 1 am certain of is that there are 
opinion. which are most pernicious. There are opinions which are 
in law • crime, and which every man ought-that is, every man of 
lOund lense and generally esteemed of sound sense, would generally 
consider to be wrong. 1 do not know what these opinions are, but th~ 
are IUch opinions. U the plaintiff wanted to use his liberty for the 
purpose of disseminating opinions which were in reality of that per
nicious description, and the defendant prevented him· from doing that 
which might be a very pernicious act to those who heard him, and if the 
estimate 1 have mentioned be the true one, might be a matter he might 
afterwards deeply regret, it might be that the jury thought the act of 
imprisonment of the plaintiff under such circumstances WIlS in reality 
not an injury for which a large money compensation ought to be paid, 
but on.the contrary was an act which in its real substantial result was 
beneficial to the plaintiff, and so the nominal Wl"Ong would be abund-
)nUy compensated by the small sum given." t . 

• Thia refers to the decision of the D."onport Town Council. 
• Shorthand teport. 

• 
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The. other juuges concurred with their leader, Mr Justice 
Keating making a yet further additi~n to the remarkable record of 
intolerant utterances in this case. 

" I think," ssid he, " that questions should be put within a certain limit 
to the witness as to his opinion and belief, and that it is right the jury 
should have an opportunity of judging. either from his answer or from 
his refusal to answer-should have an opportunity to form their own" 
sentiment of the credibility to be attached to it [the evidence]." 

This judgment, and even more the bigotry apparent throughout 
the judgment, was a great blow to Mr Bradlaugh, and he appealed 
against the decision. The appeal came on before the very same 
fouor judges on the following Friday (November 8). In spite of 
his most eloquent pleading-in which he. was repeatedly inter
rupted by the Lord Chief Justice-the rule was refused; the Lord 
Chief Justice kept religiously (I use the word advisedly) to his 
aheady expressed opinion that a witness" is by implication dis
credited by' hiB refusal to answer;" and that he could see no 
.. intentional violation of right;" he further clinched the' matter 
by saying that .. in the present instance there is nothing which 
could induce me to interfere." 

These proceedings did their work in helping to form public 
opinion in favour of free speech, but they cost my father several 
hundreds of pounds, and burdened him with a debt which took 
long to clear off. 
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·'KIJ.L THB INFIDEl •• " 

Iw the month of JamlAry, 1861, Mr Stt>phl.-n npno:ill was cbarged 
I.y ~rr ~icholall Le :Mcsurier, a constable of St Pcter Port, Guerll;:p)" 
"ith hn\'jng upon several occasiolls in.the month before distributed 
rrinted papeI'll calculated' to bring the ChriStian religion into 
contempt and ridicule. The Court sentenced Mr Bendall to give • 
hail in the 8um of £20 not to distribute any such tracts during 
the space of twelve months, or in default to be imprisoned for a 
fortnight. That the sentence took so lenient a form was doubtless 
in SOlDe meaaure due to the enlightened remarks of one of the 
jurata, a Mr Tupper, who warned his colleagues that they should 
be .. very careful not to countenance peraecution on the ground of 
religion, for if we entered upon that course we could not tell where 
we should stop. II Whether he did not feel himself 8J.together 
strong enou~h to oppose the prevailing temper of the bench, or' 
from whatever reason, lIr Tupper did not propose an acquittal, but 
8uggested the above bail, which the Court after some consultation 
accepted, with the alternative of a fortnight's imprisonment. The 
Queen's Procureur had asked that 1\J r Bendall should be imprisoned' 
for a fortnight, .. three days in each week solitary and on bread 
Bnd water, and afterwards to give security in the sum of £50 not 
to distribute any of the tracts during the next twelve months, or 
quit the island. II 

This being the state of affairs in the island of Guernsey as to 
the freedom of opinion, and, moreover, as SOIne of the tracts 
distributed appear to have been wl'itten by Mr Bradlaugh himself, 
it is not surprising to find the following notice amongst my father'a 
lecture engagements in the next issue of the National Rejormei-:-

, February 26tb, 27th, 28tb-Guernsey. Specially to settI; tbe question, 
Will tbe autborities put in force tbe laws against bla;;phemyl" 

An advertisement was sent to t.he G~ Mail. but that paper 
1'- - -
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not only ostentatiously declined to insert it, but thought fit to make 
11 public declaration of its own virtue. The subject of the proposed 
"Infidel lectures" was to be an endeavour to prove that the Bible 
is not a reyelation from an. all-perfect Deity; and this the editor 
of the Guernsey Mail chose to construe as the admission of the 
existence of a God; and upon this glar~gly false premise he built. 
quite a series of astonishingly childish arguments in proof of the 
wickedness of Mr Bradlaugh and Atheists generally. Then, 
apparently quite satisfied as to the effect of what he had written, 
he took it "for granted that, if the Assembly Rooms are n>.ally to 
be applied to Infidel purposes, no decent person, rich or poor, old 
or young, will give his countenance or notice their intention save 
to dissuade the unwary from lending an ear." 

On the Sunday Mr Bradlaugh was lecturing in Sheffield, but he 
left for London by the night train, and arrived at Guernsey on 
Tuesday morning about half-past eight. On the pier Mr Bendall 
was awaiting him with some anxiety. 

"His anxiety," Mr Bradlaugh relates, "was partly occaSioned 
by the knowledge that some preparations had been made to 
welcome'me with a royal salute of rotten eggs. One Christian 
lady, I was credibly informed, had subscribed for the purpose of 
providing me with this savoury donation." In spite, however, of 
all rumours to the contrary, "the landing was effected without 
opposition, and I walked into Guernsey without even a word. 
Many eyes were directed towards me, and greater curiosity could 
scarcely have been evinced had I been a red-buttoned mandarin or 
a tritailed Pasha." * 

My father had. already thrown down the gauntlet by the 
circulation of a handbill addressed to the Procureur, to the clergy 
(especially of the Methodist New Connection, who had been par
ticularly prominent in the proceedings against Mr Bendall}, and to 
the Guernsey public. In this handbill he stated his intention to 
lecture on the Bible in the Assembly Rooms, which had been 
engaged for the 27th and 28th for that purpose, and invited free 
and fair discussion upon his lecture. To this declaration of 
defiance he signed\ his name and gave his address in full. Mr 
Bradlaugh's first visit was to the Assembly Rooms, for the pro
prietors had yielded, to the virtuous displeasure of the G'Ue1mey 

• ,A'lIti01lal Re/mnw, ,March II, 1861. 
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Mail and the bigoted section of tlie community, and had with. 
drawn from their contract without giving any reason. On Mr 
Bradlangh'. application he was informed that the proprietors did 
Dot intend to give any reason. No printer would print bills, and 
no crier would make announcement of the tabooed lectures. These 
were small difficulties, however, for which my 'father was not 
altogether unprepared, and he had therefore with him bills already 
printed; he had the bills, it is true, but now came anoth~r 
difficulty-no' bill poster would post them I "Under these cir
cumstances," he tells us, .. Mr Bendall and myself sallied forth, 
armed with a pastepot, brush, and ladder, and by the aid of the 
moon succeeded in affixing our notices to the wall in a manner 
which would have done credit to a professional bill-poster." He 
then addre8S6d letters to the prosecutors in Mr Bendall's case; 
these included a Methodist minister, a local preacher, a missionary, 
and the Harbour Master, Captain La Mesurier. He also sent 
letters to the Bailiff and the ten jurats of the island; and to these 
last he further sent three of his pamphlets. 

What happened on the following days I am fortunately able to 
tell in Mr BradIaugh's own words, for he gave a vivid description 
of his adventures in the National Reformer. He wrote: "During 
the W edncsday the excitement increased. On the walls some one 
had chalked 'Down wi~ the Infidles,' 'Away with the Infidles;' 
perhaps the writer thought that I was a species of musical instru· 
ment, or it may be a Guemsey fashion to spell infidel differently 
from ourselves. Two immense boards, on which we had affixed a 
prominent notice of the meeting, were carried off from the doors of 
the Hotel de l'Enrope, and recaptured with some difficulty. Near 
the hour of the lecture the whole of t.he street was crowded with 
people, but the room was only about half full. the multitude beiDg 
apparently afraid to enter. • •• 'Directly I began to speak the 
room filled, and was soon crowded to excess. as were the bottom of 
the stairs and the passage. Many had to retire unable to gain ' 
admittance. At the same time that I commenced my lecture a 
terrific uproar was initiated in the streets; yells, hootings. groan
ings were raised which would do credit even to ignorant Wigan 
Orsngemen, and at last a battering was commenced against the 
window shutters j so terrible was the din that, after speaking for 
twenty minu~ I determined to endeavour to put an end to it, 
and asked the perSons p~ent to kindly keep their places in the 



192 CHA.RLES BRADtA.UGH. 

room while I quelled the riot outside. Many-entreated me notto 
go, assuring me that my personal safety would be endangered j but 
I :thought it best to go, and I went out alone, and found to my 
disgust that a huge mob, many of whom were respectably dressed, 
were encouraging some lads to break: in the shutters with stones. 
I walked deliberately forward, and the lads ran away from their 
work. One stone was thrown which passed near my forehead, a~d 
the ~hole mass of men, women, and children set up a tremendous 
cry, part groan, part shriek, part yell, which must have lasted at 
least three minutes without the slightest lllll. Half deafened by 
the clamour, I respectfully bowed, and mentally calculated the 
-effect of sea air in strengthening the lungs of these cowards, who 
actually fell baek step by step as I walked alone towards them." 
Desisting at length from what seemed a futile attempt to quiet the 
noisy multitude, Mr Bradlaugh returned to the lecture room and 
resumed his discourse. His attempt at securing peace without was 
not so wasted as it had at first seemed, for the noise grew less and 
less, until-it ceased altogether.; He lectured for an hour and a half, 
and then publicly distributed a hundred of the condemned tracts, 
challenging the ·island authorities to proceed against him. On 
going out he found the mob very threatening j they "followed me 
to my lodgings," he' eaid, "hooting and yelling, and shouting 
"Xill the Infidel!' , Murder the Infidcl!'" 

By the next day the excitement had greatly increased j it was 
8aid that the quay porters had been incited to violence, and cel'
tainly several of them were found collected outside the Hotel de 
l'Europe well plied with drink. The narrow street in which the 
Hotel was situated was crowded by an infuriated mass of persons, 
and' Mr Bradlallgh. had great difficulty in making his way to the 
lecture room. His audience was large, and composed of respec~ 
able persons, who listened quietly and attentively to his discourse. 
They were, however, only allowed to remain in peace for about 
twenty minutes, for at the end of that time the 'outside mob" be
came ungovernable, and dashing in the plate glass doors, broke 
into the house, and for a few' moments stopped the proceedings. 
" Several of those, who had been made drunk for the occasion," 
continued my father, "I had great difficulty in expelling frOm the 
room j and this difficulty was increased by the addition of half ... 
dozen . soldiers who, strange to say, had been provided with 
passes to enable them to-take part in the disturbance. Notwith,. 
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.tanding, I persevered in my lecture fOf about half-an-hour longer, 
although the exertion required on my part to control the riotous 
assemblage was of no ordinary character. The hulk of the respect
able persons seemed highly indignant at the treatment to which 
I was subjected, and begged me not to risk my life amongst the 
excited multitude outside. An attempt was now made to tum out 
the gas, and considerable damage was dorie to the chairs and forms. 
I determined despite all to brave the riot, although shouts of 
I Kill the Infidel,' • Pitch the. Infidcl into the sea,' were heard on 
every side. :My size aided me; the mob were as cowardly as they 
were noisy; and none liked to be the first in the projected assault. 
The .oldiery now seemed inclined to co.:operate in the endeavour 
to offer violence, and the consequence might have been serious to 
all concerned had it not been for the shrewdness of Madame 
Laval, the proprietress of the hotel; who, finding it ·useless to 
oppose my determination to face the mob, coolly pretended to show 
me a better way out {)f the hotel, and ushered me into a dark 
room, and locked me up for a couple of hours u;ntil the. excitement 
had subsided. On Friday morning I quitted the island by the 
boat for Southampton; the pier was crowded, and on my appear
ance a few began to hiss, but ceased the moment I walked towards 
them. When the boat began to start, the cowardly fellows (knowing 
that I could not then return), headed by and instigated thereto by 
Captain La Mesurier, the Harbour Master, an old gentleman whose 
appearance should have llespoken better conduct, hissed and yelled 
with a persistence which would have done credit to a nobler cause." 

The local press endorsed the conduct of the (' indignant popula
tion" in their treatment of Mr Bradlaugh by calling it "an act 
of natural justice," but the local authorities made no attempt at 
prosecution. In consequence of the. damage done to the. hall,. 

. the expenses were considerable, and receipts there were none; 
but as Mr Bradlaugh wrote later on, this was only one of thirty
two lectures given in the· first six months of the year 1861 in 
which he incurred loss in "cxtending Freethought propaganda 
into new districts." 



CHAPTER XIX, 

fROVINOlAL ADVENTURES, 1860-1863. 

IN addition to the more serious opposition which Mr Bradlaugh 
encountered at such places as Wigan, Devonport, and Guernsey, 
there were countless smaller "incidents" constantly occurring, 
some unpleasant, others merely ludicrous. I have noted a few for 
these pages j of these, perhaps, the greater number may be thought 
of minor import~nce, but at least they will serve to show the kind 
of reception given to heretical opinions in the provinces five-and-
thirty years ago. - -

At Altrincham, one Sunday, early in June 1860, my father 
had engaged to deliver two open-air addresses. Several highly 
religious persons openly indulged in the fond wish that it might 
rain hard on Hale Moss j and as if in direct response to their 
prayers, "the lightning flashed, thunder pealed, and the. rain 
poured down in torrents." The lightning struck Ii public-house 
chimney and did considerable damage generally. The clergyman 
of St Margaret's, .,Altrincham, foolishly hoped that this would 
prove a warning to people to keep away from Infidel lectures. 
Mr Bradlaugh's comment on this was, that it was .. a curious 
warning to strike a public-house with electricity to frighten people 
from hearing the address of a teetotal Infidel" In any case, 
the "warning" was not a very thoroughgoing one, for the storm. 
cleared, and in -the evening there was a large and attentive 
audience. A few months later, Mr Bradlaugh was again lectur
ing in Altrincham, and without the help of a single placard 1000 
persons attended in the afternoon, and rather mOl'e in the evening. 
At the end of the evening lecture a police sergeant came forward 
and announced to my father that he was obstructing a thorough
fare, and must therefore" move on." .. Legally he may be right," 
I!aid lIr Bradlaugh afterwards, .~ but if it is a thoroughfare, grass 
grows upon it; it fa almost impassable for horse and cart, and 
is a direct route to nowhere. My lecture, however, being over, 

&8i 
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I bowed to the majesty of the law, Be represented by Z 1, and 
only hope that the police will always wait, in like manner, till 
the conclusion of the proceedings before saying C move on.'" . 

In August "Iconoclast" had. arranged to visit the village of 
Shaw. The prospect created great excitement in the district, 
wWch' WII.8 further worked up by the Oldll4m Sianda1'd inserting 
letters of attack but refusing reply; there was even a rumour that 
force would be used to prevent the lectures, No room could be 
obtained, and so the address had to be delivered in the open air. 
~rr Bracllaugh had scarcely commenced to s'peak when a Roy ton 
Police Sergeant callcd roughly to him to come down :-

IOONOCLAST: "Wby," 
SUGBANT: .. Never you mind why! Come down, or I will 

pull you down." 
ICONOCLAST: .. You may try if you like, and one of us may 

come down, but I do not think I shall be that one." 
The poiice sergeant was sadly bothered j he tried again j but 

" Iconoclast quoted legal authorities. 
The poor policeman then consulted with those about him, $nd 

finding bullying of no avail, at length retired, "leaving Iconoclast 
and bis audience in possession of the field. It can hardly· b~ 
called .. undisturbed" possession however, for the Christians, 
having been unsuccessful in the matter of police interference, 
hired a drum and other noise-creating instruments, and po~ted' 
them on 80me adjacent private ground j but even in this way they 
failed to break up the meeting, as they counted without Mr Brad
laugh's powerful voice and tenacity of purpose. He persisted to the 
end, and delivered his lecture to a most orderly audience of some 
800 persons. He visited Shaw several times during the next twelve 
months; but although he was still unable to get a room to speak in, 
the manners of Ws Christian opponents improved on each occasion. 

When Mr Brsdlaugh was unknown, he often had difficulty in 
finding a chairman to preside at his meetings. Sometimes he 
would proceed without one, and sometimes one would be elected 
by the audience. A chairman so elected, however, would 
occasionally have comical ideas as to the duties of his position, 
and regard the chair merely as a privileged place, from which he 
might make hostile comments upon the methods and manner of 
the lecturer. In such a case the harmony of the meeting Wt\8 

better preserved without the assistance of a chairm~ 
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BUG if it, was difficUlt to get a chairman to preside over the 
meeting, it was even J.Ilore difficult in -many places to get a hall in 
which the meeting could be held. At Sunderland the hall was 
refused to Mr Bradlaugh because it could not be let for "such 
damnable doctrines." In Rochdale the Public Hall, although letfor 
week-day lectures, was refused for Sunday discourses. The Rochdale 
Freethinkers therefore hired the theatre; but the police authorities, 
whose functions seemed to include "the cure of souls," intimated 
to the lessee that if he kept to his contract' his licence would be 
in danger. When th]s was explained to Mr Bradlaugh, he gave 
way, and delivered his lectures in the open air; in the morning on 
the Butts to about 3000 persons, in the evening in a large field 
near Roebuck to a still larger audience. The only result, there
fore, of this endeavour to' shut him out of Rochdale on the 
Sunday, was really to procure for him larger and more interested 
audiences. In January 1861, llfr Bradlaugh went to Leigh, in 
Lancashire, where no ]freethought speaker had been for twenty 
years. The thermometer was below freezing, and the roads like 
ice. A menagerie, with real wild beasts who roared am~ a real 
elephant who walked the streets, occupied the thoughts of the 
town. But worse than new place, icy weather, or wonderful 
menagerie, was the bellman of Leigh. This bellman, wrote my 
father sorrowfully, was not" a teetotaller, and had offered up con
siderable sacrifices to Bacchus. This course of conduct sadly 
interfered with the dearness of his articulation, and to fill the cup 
of my misery he hall also to announce the loss of a donkey. The two 
announcements were so jumbled together that little was distinguish-, 
able except the donkey." * 

From Leigh Mr Bradlaugh went in the freezing weather to 
,Warrington, another place in which no Freethought speaker had 
raised his voice for a score or more of years, but where the editor 
of the Wa1"1'ington Gua7'dian had been trying tl) fan some warmth 
of hate into the townsfolk. In the issue for January 5th, the 
editor announced that there was to be "a most ribald, ignorant, imd 
virulent attack upon the Holy Scriptures," adding further that Mr 
Bradlaugh had been lecturing in the neighbourhood 
.. in such a,blasphemous manner that the local papers have been utterly 
unable to report his sayings. Surely Warrington has enough of 

• O. Bradlaugh in National Re/lYI"lMr, Jan. 12. 1861. 
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temptatiOIll to nngodliness without any 8B8istanc8 from stipendiary 
peripatetics, or pickers np of a lazy living, who cover with their sliml', 
like noxious reptiles, what they want sense or taste to admire." 

It was by such attack upon an as yet unheard man that this 
Christian thought to serve the Omnipotent. From insulting Mr 
Brad laugh he went on to abuse the lessee of the Warrington 
theatre, who had let 'the theatre for the lecture, and here Lis 
attack proved succesaful i for in consequence of the pressure put 
upon him, the "unfortunate lessee," as my father magnanimously 
called him, felt compelled to close the theatre. The Guardian 
triumphantly announced that the lectures would not be held, 
but this was somewhat premature. Mr Btadlaugh succeeded 
in getting a small room in a back street, and fresh placards were 
issued, although it was 80 late as the night before the lecture. 
After delivering two lectures to small but attentive audience!!, 
he left Warrington between two and three a,m. for Dumfries, 
with tho thermometer standing at eighteen degrees. There he 
remained three days, lecturing each evening, and had fair audiences 
and a pleasaut time, notwithstanding that this was the first time 
within the memory of the "oldest inhabitant" that a Freethought 
speaker had been to Dumfries. * -

When his adversaries could find nothing better to say, they 
would taunt him with earning money by his lectures, and this 
sneer was repeated in every variety of elegant-language. t 

No sod of insult was too gross for such people to con
descend to for "the honour of our God." In November 1860, 

• AIr Ba.rker'a lecture (p. 121) W88 a month or two later. 
t A correspondent to the Oldham Stanulatrd, enjoined upon his fellow 

Christiana that it W88 their duty .. to root out of our establishments every 
one advocating his principles, for the aa.fety of those committed to our care, 
and the honour of our God. Let us do this and' Iconoclast,' will fall to the 
ground and never aga.in rise. His object is to live upon the pence of his 
deluded hearers; and, after a time, when he has become old and infirm, to 

• turn round, and by a recantation of his present teaching worm himself into 
comfortable bread as a reclaimed infidel" 

The NurtA Cheshire Herald, in alluding to some lectures delivered by Mr 
Bradlaugh at Hyde, in the summer of 1861, aa.id :-

.. In justice to • Iconoclast,' we must aa.y he possesses great, oratorical 
powere, and he has, ~ Car 88 the ignorant are concerned, a very pleasing 
way of practising on their gullibility. He is cunning to a degree, but his 
object may be lun througb withont the aid of spectacles. It is evident that 
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Mr Bradlaugh remarked * that .. some one who signs himself' Z' 
in the Glossop Record, but who is not a wise head, says I have 
como 'to raise. the wind.' He is right. It will probably blow 
a severe gale in the Gospel vineyard in GIossop before we have 
done with it." , 

In the spring of 1861, Mr Bradlaugh spent two days at Burnley. 
As here again no hall cotild be obtained, hill lectures had to be 
delivered in the open air, with the usual result, that instead of 
having an audience of a few hundred persous, thousands came to 
listen to his voice. 

About. the samo time, tho Market Hall at Chesterfield was 
hired for lectures, and afterwards closed agdinst Mr Bradlaugh. 
Tho theatre was then taken, but even here }Ir Bradlaugh was 
obliged to make his entrance by force. The audiences were, as 
usual, orderly and attentive, "notwithstanding the fact that at 
one lecture the authorities suddenly, and without any previous 
intimation, cut oft' the gas from ~e main and plunged the theatre 
into total darkness." t The editor of the Derbyshire Times, in 
referring to these lectures, exhibited some confusion of ideas; he 
thought too much fUSB had already been made" in the matter of 
that blustering bigot' Iconoclast,'" and then proceeded to devote 
considerable space to him; he thought the Mayor of Chesterfield 
was wrong in shutting him out of the theatre, but considered 
he himself wail wise in "excluding an Infidel controversy" from 
the paper. "In my heart," he said, "I pity Iconoclast. One 
serious illness would make him a COWal'll." This is a 
favourite piece of clap-trap with a certain class of Christians_ It 
may deceive other Christians-and it is possibly said with that· 
intent-for an Atheist it has no meaning. As for this, it is 
sufficient to say that more than once, more than twice, my father 
consciously found himself face to face with death, and on each 
occasion his mind was perfectly clear and his brain wonderfully 
acute. He was full of regrets and full of anxiety; but his regrets 

he means money; for when it is kno:.vn that he received £5 for using such' 
blasphemous langusge as would not be nttered by the very lowest of the 
• faUen' class, the fact is indisputable. •••• We sincerely hope that God 
will change his heart, and that when he is about quitting this sublunary 
world, be wi,ll not be heard exclaiming, as other infidels have done, I What 
shall I do to be saved" .. 

• In NatWnallltf_ of that date. t In Natitmallltf_, June 1861. 
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were for his unfinished work; his anxieties were for those 
he loved no less than for those who loved him, or were dependent 
upon him. For himself, speaking of the near possibility of death 
with his doct-ors, he said, .. Ah, well, I cannot grumble; I have 
lived the lives of three men; I have burned the can!:I1e at both 
ends, and the middle as welL" He sufl'ered great physical pain, 
but he never broke down, and not for a single instant did his 
courage waver. 

At W orksop, at this period, not only could no lecture room be 
obtained, but the prejudice in the town was so great that no one 
had sufficient courage to go with Mr Bradlaugh to the place of 
meeting. It rained all day until close upon the lecture hour, and 
then hI) turned out rather disconsolately to find the appointed 
place. Under a lamp he found a bill announcing that that was 
the spot from which he was expected to speak, and by the bill 
there waS the welcome sight of a Sheffield f~end. To this 
audience of one he commenced his address, but after a few 
minutes-despite the counter-attractions heralded by the drums of 
a travelling showman-the audience gl'ew in size and tin attentive 
interest. At the close some questions were put, and there was 
some intelligent conversation upon the subject of the lecture. One 
Christian, however, who was, for some reason, told that his question 
woulJ be answered upon the following evening, cried, .. Answer it 
to-night; to-morrow you may be where you ought to be, in 
helL" 

In August 1861 Mr Bradlaugh was in Lancashire, and on one· 
showery Sunday he betook himself to a place known as Boardman's 
Edge, where it was arranged that he should lecture.· He himself 
tells the story of this experience. 

II On arriving at the place," he says, .. I found a little opposition: 
three policemen and a stout gentleman in black, whose precise 
status I was unable to ascertain, but who was introduced to me 
as the • Lord's Steward,' forbade the meeting. Their prohibition 
had little effect, and the meeting soon assembled in the field,hircd 
for the purpose, and numbered from 1500 to 2000 persons •••• 
Tho [Roy ton ] band prefaced the meeting with a march, and then 
Mr J. Biltelifl'e, of Stalybridge, was elected chairman. Another 
attempt was now made j the constabulary had been rei.D.forced, five 
were now present, and they came with the farmer from whom the 
field had been taken, to eject us vi et a.rmi.. The police began 
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to talk, but as their oratory is not very inspiring I ordered them 
to keep quiet until the farmer had spoken. 

~'FARMER: You must go away from here. 
" ICONOCLAST: The field is mine. I decline to go. 
"FARMER: It is true I have let you the field, but I find you 

mnst not have it. 
" ICONOCLAST: As you have let the field, I am your tenant, anu 

occupy it as such. I am sorry to give you trouble, but I decline 
to go .. 

" POLICE-OFFICER: Oh, we'll see about that. 
.. ICONOCLAST: Silence, sir; you and your companions, as police

men, have no right here on my ground, except by my permission. 
If you are disorderly, I shall have you removed." The police were 
suddenly subdued; from talkers they became listeners, and the 
meeting proceeded peacefully and satisfactorily • 

.An advertisemeut, stating that my father proposed to lecture in 
the Dewsbury Public Hall on ;February 9th,1862, provoked an 
extraordinary burst of venom and spite from those who constituted 
themselves chief defenders of the faith in Dewsbury. The follow
ing is the text of a bill posted throughout the town, and is probably 
unrivalled as a form of attack :-

"Grand discovery! To be seen to-morrow, Sunday, not one hundred 
miles from the Public Hall, a fine specimen of the gorilla tribe, standing 
seven feet six inches in height, imported into England from Sheffield, 
the capital of the Hollyhock settle!llent, in the interior of Africa, and 
brought to this town ,for public exhibition by Mr Greenfield. This 
gorilla is said to be one of the finest of its tribe. It presents a bold 
front, is impudent in its demeanour, and growls fearfully at the approach 
of a debt-collector, magistrate, or any Government officer. Having 
been some time in England under an assnmed name, it has acquired a 
smattering of the, language, and will address visitors on the origin, 
pregress., and future prospects of the gorilla tribe. As the animal will 
be properly secured, parties need be in no apprehension of danger." 

Of course, the only effect of this ridiculous insult was to increase 
the size of the audience, people coming from Huddersfield, Leeds, 
and other pla'ces round • 

.A curious in~ident happened at Leeds, where Mr Bradlaugh was 
lecturing in August, 1862. The subject for the ~vening address 
was, " Were Adam a~ Eve our first parents 1" and Mr Bradlaugh 

. was opposed by a young man who bad already offered some oppo-
. \ 
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aition at the afternoon lecture, and had then created a favourable 
impression by the pleasant ease and fluency with which he spoke. 
A question arose as to a passage in the works of Eusebius to which 
:Air :tJradlaugh had referred. The passage, which he read at 
request, the young man, who turned out to be a paid preacher 
belonging to Kirkstall, near Leeds, said was not from Eusebius, 
but from some other book. On Mr Bradlaugh asking for the 
name of the book, the young preacher said he ,had so many books 
that he could not remember their na~es, but if Mr Bradlaugh 
would go home with him at the conclusion of the lecture he would 
show him the book. This audacious young man must have been 
somewhat dismayed when he found himself taken seriously, for 
aCter the Jecture Mr Bradlaugh . hired a cab an!1went home with 
bim .. accompanied by one Christian and one Infidel to see fair 
play." Arrived at Kirkst.aIl, the preacher's "numerous library 
Bubsided into two modest rows of books on a little table, and after 
about half an hour's s~nrch [he] ended by begging my pardon, and 
admitting that 1/.8 1Iad made a mistake." * The Christian who had 
gone" to see fair play" was so asham~ that he· called upon Mr 
Bradlaugh on the following evening and rei.mbursed the cab·hire 
which the latter had paid. But the" mendacious parsonling" (as 
my father called him) knew no shame, for at Mr Bradlaugh's next 
lecture he again rose and tried to explain away his former conduct 
and ·misstatement; he further said that he had consulted with 
persons well read in Ellsebius, but none had met with the passage 
quoted by Mr Bradlaugh, and to satisfy the audience he had pro· 
cured the volume of Eusebius and brought it with him. " I rather 
too hastily abbreviated his triumph," said Mr Bradlaugh, "by 
turning to the book he brought • • • and by reading from his own 
volume the paragraph which he bad so decidedly said was not 
there." The young Christian teacher did not scem,J'to mind in the 
least being a second time exposedL for, quite una~ashed, he rose 
again to.speak on another subject. 

There is one more story which I must tell bllfore quite leaving 
the subject of these early provincial lecturing experiences, and I 
must tell it not merely because it presents what my father called 

_ "a rather novel feature," but because with a little addendum 
ppeciaIly composed for the purpose it has been made to do duty as 
a sort of bulwark of the Christian faith. 

• C. B~adlaul[h)D N,al.ionallle/ormer. 
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On the second Sunday of December, in the year 1863, Mr 
:Bradlaugh was giving three lectures in the Philosophical Hall, 
Buddersfield, and the subject for the evening was "Le Rai 
Voltaire." A" very voluble lady," said to be an enthusiast of the 
Weaver school, got up after the lecture to offer Bome opposition
if what she said could be dignified by that name I This lady told 
the audience what we may suppose to have been intended as an 
awe-inspiring story, but which must, in reality, have been pro
vocative of much mirth. Her son, she said, had once purchased 
half a pound of butter, and brought it home wrapped up in a leaf 
of some work by Voltaire. "The leaf was thrown upon the fire 
ere fully read, but the effect was so remarkable," said my father, 
in recounting this incident at the time, .. that the son dreamed he 
saw Voltaire, who appeared with a ball of fire for a head and 
another ball of fire for a heart. Voltaire, while thus blazing, 
informed the lady's son that he, the French infidel, was burning in 
hell, where all Voltairiins were sure to join him and share .his 
fate." 

This story, albeit rather trifling, is harmless enough, and even 
amusing as it stands, but the unauthorised revised version con
cludes by saying that Mr :Bradlaugh was quite discomfited by the 
old lady's tale, and went away unable to answer her. I have seen 
this used against my father even since his death. Such ar~ the 
devices resorted to by the foolish to convince people of the truths 
of Christianity_ 



CHAPTER xx. 

As hlr Bradlaugh was nry much tied to London after 1862 
on account of his business first in a solicitor's office, and then in the 
city, he was unable for a few years to lecture so frequently in the 
country. Saturdays and Sundays were almost his only oppor
tunities for provincial speaking, but these he utilised to the fullest 
extent that the claims of his London friends would permit. Quite 
a large proportion of his lectures were given for the pecuniary 
benefit of some person or cause in need of help. Very often, too, 
during this period his health gave way. City work for his liveli
hood, writing, lecturing, and debating for his opinions' sake, rushes 
to Fran~ Italy, or Germany, and night travelling before the days 
when long railway journeys were made easy-were a heavy tax 
011 even his strength. And in addition to this, which I might call 
the general routina of his life, he had the occasional duty of 
defending his rights in the Law Courts against both Government and 
private individuals, and the amety of a Parliamentary candidature. 

Amongst those lectures given away was one in August 1862 on 
ee Freemasonry,- under the auspices of the Reformed Rite of 
lJemphis, for the benefit of the family of a deceased brother 
Mason. In November of the same year he, as Orator of the Grand 
Lodge dee Philadelphu, waited upon the Lord Mayor with two 
others as a deputation from their Lodge to present £14 5a. to the 
fund of the distressed operatives in Lancashire. Of this sum £9 \Vas 
a dODAtion made in the name of Garibaldi, and the further £5 5a. 
by the Lodge of which Garibaldi was a member, as they proudly 
put it. I have made a special note of these early appearances of Mr 
Bradlaugh in his Masonic capacity, because his having been a Free
mason has often been called in question, although I have before me 
some documents which ought to_convince even the most incredulous. 
The first inform. Ie allll'hom it may concern ••• that our Brother 

!OS 
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Charles Bradlaugh, born in Hackney (England), who has signee 
his name in the margin hereof, was regularly received into Free 
masonry and admitted to the third degree in the Grand Lodge oj 
the Philadelphs." This certificate is dated from London the 9th oj 
March 1859, and is very much stamped and signed with eleven 
signatures (exclusive of Mr Bradlaugh's), with a seal attached to it 
by a blue ribbon. His sponsor for this initiation was his dear and 
Tenerated friend,Simon Bernard.* The second document in mj 
possession, also signed with a dozen or more signatures, is a .. diplOmE 
de MaU"e" (diploma of Master) granted by the Grand Orient of 
France upon the demand of the" R.·. L.'. La Perseverante Amitie 
or .'. de Paris." This diploma is d"ated the 15th May 1862. The 
third is a milch later document, and is to the following effect:-

"Sur la demande presentee par la R. L. Union et Perseverance 0.'. Paris 
l'e1£et d'obtenir un diplome de Maitre pour Ie F. Charles Bradlaugh ne 
a Londres Ie 26 7bre, 1833, demeurant a Londres membre re2u d'honneur. 
Le Grand Orient a'delivre au F. Charles Bradlaugh Ie present diploma 
de Maitre. ' 

"Donne 801'0 .'. de Paris Ie 4 Novembre 1884 (E. V.)" 

It is signed by M. Cousin, President dn Conseil de l'Ordre, the 
Secretary, officers of the it L. Union et Perseverance, and others. 

Mr Bradlaugh belonged also to an English lodge affiliated to the 
Grand Lodge of England. He was received at Tottenham at the 
special request of the Lodge in the early part of the sixties, I believe, 
but I possess none of the usual certificates: these he returned to 

• Towards the end of November 1862 death claimed hi~ who had been 
to my father .. friend, tutor, brother." When the exile was buried, Mr 
BradJaugh wrote that .. the proscribed of all the Nationalities of Europe 
mustered round his coffin to do him honour. Italy, Germany, Rmsia, 
'Poland, Hungary, and France were numerously represented; and long ranks 
of the best and bravest of banished men tl'od in sadness in the rear of the 
funeral hearse." By the open grave at Kilburn, .. amongst the hundreds of 
intellectual looking men here might be seen most noticeable the bearded 
figure of that most omniscient of political writers, Alexander Herzen; here 
tile stalwart fmme of the escaped ,Ba.kunin; here the saddened features of 
an old Englishman [Thomas Allsop] who had borne part with him in his 
political struggles, and r.ho had loved the dead man with the fullest friend
liness of his most honest Dature." At the grave side spoke M. Talandier; 
my father spoke, also Mr G. J. Holyoake, M. Gustave Jourdain, and then 
1I. Felix Pyat, whose fiery sentences were foUowed by the dull and mournful 
echo of the earth falling lIpOD the Coffin lid. 
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his Lodge when the Prince of Wales was made Past Grand Master. 
When it was announced that the lodges of England were about to 
honour the Prince of Wales" with a dignity he had done nothing 
to earn," Mr Bradlaugh addressed to him" a letter from a French, 
Italian, and English Freemason." This letter was published in the 
National Rejurmer, and afterwards reissued in pamphlet form. It 
was read by his Mother Lodge, La Loge des Pltiladelphes, and 
gave such unqualified satisfaction that an address of approval was 
sent him from the Lodge. The pamphlet had a very extensive 
circulation, and went through several editions. 

In March 1874 my father made a fine speech at the annual 
banquet at the Loge des Pht1adelplles. It Iell to him to speak 
to the toast, the "loyal" toast of the Lodge, "To the Oppressed of 
all Nations." The oppressed of Italy, of Spain, of Franee, of 
England, of Germany, were each separately remembered, and then 
he carried the toast on "To the oppressed of all nations: to the i 
women everywhere; to the mothers, who with freer brains would 
nurse less credulous sons; to the wives, who with fuller thoughts 
would be higher companions through life's journeyings; to the 
sisters and daughters, who with greater right might work out 
higher duty, and with fuller training do more useful work; to 
woman, our teacher as well as nurse:: our guide as well as child
bearer; our counsellor as well as drudge. 'fo the oppressed of all 
nations: to those who are oppressed the most in that they know it 
least; to the ignorant and eontented under wrong, who make 
oppression possible by the passiveneSd, the inertlfess of thei 
endurance. To the memories of the oppressed in the past, whos 
graves-if faggot and lime have left a bldy to bury-are withou 
Dlark save on the monuments of memory, more enduring tha 
marble, erected in such temples by truer toast-givers than myse 
To these we drink, sadly and gratefully; to the oppressed _ of th 
present-to those that strnggle that they may win i to those tha 
yet are still, that they may struggle; to the future, that in it ther 
may be no need to drink this toast." 

At this time when English Freemasons chose to cast doubts upon 
the reality of Mr Bradlaugh's membership, -Freemasons on the 
other side of the Atlantic welcomed him to their Lodges. 

While visiting Boeton, Mr Bradlaugh was by special invitation 
of the Columbian and Adelphi Lodges present at their Masonic 
festivals. The last occuion should almost be looked upon as 
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historic, as far as the annals of Ifreemasonry are concerned, since 
it was a special festival in honour of the installation of Joshua 
D. Smith as Junior Warden of the Adelphi Lodge, South Doston, 
the first coloured Freemason elected to hold office in any regular 
Lodge. Eight years before 1f. the -St Andrew's Lodge had made 
Mr Smith and six: other coloured men Freemasons, with the idea 
that they should establish a coloured men's Lodge, but the Grand 
Lodge of Massachusetts would not issue the warrant. In the 
interval Joshua B. Smith, already a Justice of the Peace, was 
elected to the Senate, and joined the Adelphi Lodge, which no9' 
took this opportunity of showing him honour. 

Mr Dradlaugh himself always ~iked to remember that he was 
a "Free and accepted mason," and the outward and visible sign of 
that is to be found in the fact that he almost invariably selected 
the Masonic Doys' School as the charity to be benefited by any 
money paid as damages for libelling his personal character . 

.• This was in December 11l74. 



CHAPTER XXI. 

DEBATES 1862-1866. 
I 

llf September 1862 Mr Bradlaugh held a six nigbts' discussion 
with the Rev. W. Barker, a gentleman who had been lecturing 
against Atheism to a Christian -Society in Clerkenwell.. The 
debate waa held in the Cowper Street School Rooms, City Road. 
The report I have by me waa published by Ward & Co., and was 
taken from the notea of a shorthand writer, and approved by both 
disputants. The first two eveninga were controlled by a chairman 
for each speaker, with Mr James Harvey for umpire i but Mr 
Harvey'. impartial judgments gave so much satisfaction that the 
last four meetings were left entirely under his charge. The 
attendance-on some nights so great that people were turned 
away-averaged twelve hundred persons, and it waa estimated that 
a thousand heard the whole of the debate. Some enthusiastic· 
people journeyed long distances, such as from Yorkshire, Lancashire, 
Devonshire, and Norfolk, to be present. After all expenses were 
defrayed the surplus of £20 was sent to the Lord Mayor for tho 
Lancashire Relief Fund. The subjects under discussion were :-

.. L Are the representations of Deity in the Bible irrational and 
derogatory 1 

lin. I. Secularism, which inculcates the practical sufficiency of 
morality, independent of Biblical religion, calculated to lead to the 

• highest development of the physical, moral, and intellectual natllre of 
man! 

II III. I. the doctrine of Original Sin, as taught in the Bible, theoreti-
cally unjust and practically pernicious 1 ' 

"IV. Does Secularism, which admits the authority of nature alone, 
and which appeals to reason as the best means of arriving at truth, offer 
a Burer bssis for human conduct than Christianity, which resta its claims 
on a presumed Divine revelation 1 

to V. Is the plan of Salvation through the Atonement repulsive in ita 
107 ". 
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details, immoral in its tendency, and unworthy of the acceptance of the 
human race 1 

"VI. Is the doctrine of personal existence after death, and of eternal 
happiness or misery for mankind, fraught with error and injurious to 
humanity 1" 

My father, writing during the progress of this debate, described 
Mr Barker as a speaker not calculated,· so far as he had yet seen,. 
to excite his audience. "He is," said he, "a robust, happy-looking 
man, slightly inclined to go to sleep during his speeches, and 
hardly lively enough in his sallies. He appears to wish to strike 
occasionally, but fears the result of his own blow. Perhap!! as the 
debate proceeds he will be more vigorous in his replies, and more -
piquant in his affirmations." 

Mr . John Watts spoke of the reverend gentleman in much the 
same terms, * paying special tribute to Mr Barker's evident desire 
to fairly represent his opponent's views. 

The report of this debate, carried on for six nights, and dealing 
with six separate questions iIr eighteen speeches a side, makes quite 
a forJ;Ilidable volume of more than two hundred pages. It has in 
it much that is interesting and much that is dull, a little that is 
witty, and more that is weak. It would weary the reader, and 
serve no useful purpose, were I to attempt a representation of the 
arguments used. I will only note tha.t on the sixth and last 
evening Mr Bradlaugh opened with an impeachment of the morality 
of the doctrine of a future existence in happiness or in torment, 
the bribe and tho penalty of the Christian religion; and in his 
final speech,· after briefly reviewing the whole debate, he stated 

• c.ontrast the delicate words of personal descriptioll written by a Christian 
in the Ckrkmwll News: "The manner and appearance of the minister and 
the Atheist were as much at variance as the Gospel of the one is with the 
• reasoning' of the other. The one with_a kind, affectionate air-a calm self
reliance, resulting from faith in a beneficent God and loving Redeemer-was 
a fit defender of love and mercy. On the other hand, the Atheist's looks 
stamped: him as a low demagogue. He was throughout restless j now display
ing his ring, after admiring it himself j now turning with an idiotic grin 
towards his followers, who certainly resembled Falstaff's recruits in appear. 
ance j-and throughout conducting himself as a boastful, ill-bred man. His 
personal appearance did not aid him, for it partook of that animal which is 
said much to resemble some men. His voice, like the whine of a dog, was 
rendered more unpleasant by a spluttering lisp, occasioned by his inability to 
bring his lower jaw forward enough to meet his protruding uppe! lip ... 
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hiB position. Mr Darker, be tells his listening audience, "comes 
as an exponent of God's will to man. I come as a student of 
rising thought, of the endeavour to know-as a student of the 
great problem of life. I have rio revelation; I have no bitter 
excommunications-no anathemas to hurl upon you j but I have 
this to say: the wide book of humanity lies open before you: 
Tum its pages over. I can offer you no inducements to come here. 
I admit that to be a Freethinker is to be an outlaw, according to 
the laws of England. I admit that to profess your disbelief 
renders you liable"at the present moment to fine and imprisonment 
and penal. servitude. I admit that that is the statute law of 
England. I admit that if you are free enough to say you are an 
infidel, your evidence may in a court of justice be rejected, 
and that so you may be robbed.* I admit we have not wealth 
and power on our side-power which- the Christian Church, 
through eigliteen centuries of extortion, has managed to get 
together. But I tell you what we have. We have the pleasant 
consciousness that we make the public: conscience and public 
opinion step by step with each thought we give out and each good 
deed we do. Our church is not a narrow church, nor narrow 
chapel, nor Bible sect, but the wide church of humanity, covered 
by no steeple, with texts preacbed from no pulpit, but with each 
DIan as his own priest, working out his own salvation, and t~at of 
his fellows too-not on his knees, but on his feet, with clenched 
hand and nervous brain, fighting w~ong and asserting right; and 
striving to Dlake humanity freer." 

On Monday and Wednesday, the 1st aud 3rd of February 1864, 
Mr Bradlaugh met Thomas Cooper, the sometime Freethinker, 
author of the" Purgatory of Suicides,", and now "Lecturer on Chris
tianity," in debate. This debate had been talked of for nearly 
eight. years, but although Mr Braqlaugh was eager for the fray 
Mr Cooper was more reluctant; he affected to despise his junior for 
lis lack of learning, and several times publicly derided his "ignor
ance" j he himsClf was reputed a scholar, and boasted a know
ledge of fourteen languages. As it was, Mr Cooper himself worded 
the subjects to be discussed, and refused to meet my father under 
hiB nom de guerre of .. Iconoclast." On the first evening Mr 

• This was in 1862, berore the Evidence Amendmen~ Act, 1869, and Mr 
Bradlangh'. Oaths Act, 1888. 

'0 
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Cooper was to affirm co the Being of God as the Maker of the 
Universe," and on the second" the Being of God as the Moral 
Governor of the Universe." As the affirmer he had the advantage 
of leading the discussion each night. 

The wording of the question put Mr Bradlaugh in a peculiar 
position: he was "to state the argument on the Negative side," 
and as any reasonable person will, I think, clearly see, he could only 
do this by showing the fallacy of the arguments used by the affirmer. 
He told his audience: co I do not stand here to prove that there is 
no God. If I should undertake to prove such a proposition I 
should deserve the ill words of the oft-quoted Psalmist applied to 
those who say there is no God. I do not say there is no God, but 
I am an Atheist without God. To me the word' God' conveys no 
idea, and it is because the word 'God' to me never expressed a 
clear and definite conception • • • • that I am Atheist, • • • _. The 
word 'God' does not, to my mind, exp'tess an eternal, infinite, 
omnipotent, intelligent, personal conscious being, but is a word 
without meaning and no effect other than it derives from the 

'passions and prejudices of those who use it." 
This debate should have been of more than ordinary interest; 

both disputants were lecturers and debaters of long standing, and 
as an exponent of the evidences of Christianity Mr Thomas 
Cooper's reputation -was, I believe, considerable. And since he 
had himself once spoken from the Freethought standpoint, he, 
more than another, should have been prepared to grapple with the 
difficulties which lay _ between the Atheist and a belief in God the 
Creator and Moral Governor of the Universe. Having read his 
speeches, I am surprised at the poorness ~f his arguments, and am 
driven to the conclusion that his reputation has been considerably 
overstated-that is to say, his reputation as an expounder of 
Christian doctrines: his ianguage was sometimes absolutely 
chitdish; of his merits as a poet I know nothing. "B. V." wrote 
some amusing verses* descriptive of Mr Cooper's position as laid 
down by him in his opening speech, and a writer in the (Jltristian 
Times for February 3rd related the impression produced on him by 
Mr Bradlaugh on the first night: 

"Let me do this gentleman justice. He was neither vulgar nor 
arrogantly Cl:otisticaI. e has a loud, harsh voice. He is thoroughly 

(A. and H. B. Bouner). 
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earnest in addreu. His thoughts come to him with admirable orderliness. 
Hia logical faculty is atrong, and his speaking faculty is something 
to be amazed at. He combines precision with volubility. He makes 
argument rhetorically climacteric. In retort, by-play, and insinuation, 
he evinces very considerable skill. He is an adept in the use of satire. 
HiB style is sharp, clear, incisive. In short, he is evidently a young 
man of somewhat remarkable abilities, who with his present opinions 
muat do much mischief, but under a holier inspiration would do immense 
good. In saying this about him, I am but speaking honest truth. I 
have already said with what a prejudice against him I went to the hall. -
I am frank enough to confess that [ found that prejudice to be to a great 
extent based on ignorance of the man. It has been the custom of many 
Christian organs to.hold the teachers of Atheism up to-Bcorn for ignorance, 
concei~ incapacity, and a wanton indu1gence in gross and vulgar blas
phemies. Often enough the representation has been ouly too faithful ; 
but it wonld be simply an absnrd and self-refuting falsehood to charge 
nny of theBe things on Mr Bradlaugh, as far as hi. behavionr on Monday 
night would enable one to form an estimate of his character. He used 
sharp weapons, it ia true, but he used them skiUully; he had a most 
repulsive task, granted, but he came up to it with a manly candonr and 
went through it without resorting to a word, gesture, or glance that was 
indicative of the desire to be unnecessarily offensive.-* 

I have Jaken this somewhat lengthy extract from the article as 
giving a frank avowal of a prejudgment of my father, unwarranted 
by the real facts as realised by a Christian auditor. .And yet it 
was in these early years that Mr Bradlaugh is said to have been 
80 .. unnecessarily offensive JI by those who during the last few. 
years of his life were compelled to own that he was no~ sO bad 
after all. These persons, lacking the generous candour of the 
writer in the Christian Timell of 1864, endeavour. to excuse their, 
earlier injustice by sRying that, if not coarse and offensive now, he 
had been at one time, and his manners had much improved. This 
quotation may serve. to those who still need it, as a hostile con
temporary witness in Mr Bradlaugh's favour. 

On September 25th and 26th, 1865, Mr Bradlaugh had ye~ 

• Despite the sharpness-to uee no harsher term~f Mr Cooper'e words and 
manner towards him, my father bore no malice, and showed himeelf quite 
ready to forgive and forget. A few months later, hearing that Mr Cooper was 
iu very Itraitened circumstances, he expressed his desire to be allowed to 
join in the scheme for assisting his old opponent, for he belloved him II to have 
been • well.intentioned, warm-hearted man, Ind one wllo, ,8 • politicisn, hal 
done good work. OJ 
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another debate with his Swedenborgian antagonist, the Rev. 
Wood1lille Woodman. The debate was held in the theatre at 
Northampton, which was crowded, numbers of people being 
unable to obtain admission on the first night. He had airanged 
for a three nights' discussion six weeks later at Keighley with 
the Rov. Mr Porteous of Glasgow. He was to lecture at 
Liverpool on Sunday, October 29th, and the debate was down for 
the. following Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday. On the 
~atl1rday _the express train in w)lich he was travelling to 
Liverpool ran into some luggage vans between Woodhouse and 

-- Sheffield, and he was very severely- shaken. How severely he 
did not at once realise, and with his usual disregard of himself he 
insisted upon fulfilling his engagement at Liverpool. After the 
exertion of delivering three lectures he felt so much worse that 
the journey to Keighley, followed by three nights' discussion, 
seemed out of the question. He communicated with Mr Porteous 
and came home j I have a distinct recollection of seeing my 
father come into the house, 'looking terribly ill. The Rev.Mr 
Porteous· refused to postpone his engagement j in fact, he never 
answered Mr Bradlaugh's lett{'.r, hut insisted on proceeding in 
his absence. For the first two nights he .. debated" in solitsry 
grandeur,but on the third night Mr Bradlaugh was represented 
by Mr John Watts, who, "at Iconoclast's request," went to 
Keighley to meet Mr Porteous on one night at least. The 
committee of the Rev. Mr Porteous paid their champion out 
of the proceeds, but cc he nevertheless afte:rtoards claimed and 
received from Iwnoclast the further sum of £2 lOs., flO' for 
expen.ses, but to fTUike up his • fee.' " * In June of the following 
year Mr Bradlaugh was lecturing at Keighley, and when he 
arrived there he found the walls of the town and neighbourhood 
placarded with a .. Challenge to the Image Breaker" from Mr 
Porteous. This" challenge" rather prematurely assumed reluct
ance on Mr Bradlaugh's part j it W&l! at once accepted, and the 
debate fixed for two or three days later, the 14th and 15th June. 
The subject for the discussion, which was held in the Temperance 
Hall, was .. Is_ the Bible a divine revelation 1" and people attended 
from Burnley, Leeds, Bradford, and outlying districts j but 
judging from a brief report which is all I have to guide me, 

• Nal.i.tm.al Be/_, JUDe 24th, 1866. 



DEBATES, 1862-1866. 213 

I doubt whether it was much 'forth a joumey to listen to. 
Mr Porteous angrily spoke of my father as 

"one who, being a lawyer's clerk, had never been trusted with a brief j 
_ but who, in swollen rhetoric and with blatant voice, had indulged in 

misstatements and miarepresentationa of the Bible which nothing 
could justify.". 

lt is rather curious to note, too, that during the evening the 
Rev. Mr Porteous, just as the:- Rev. Brewin Grant had done on 
• former occasion, strongly complained that Iconoclast looked at 
him whilst he was speaking." t 

• Natiuno,I Re/O'f'TM'f', June 24th, 1866. 
+ "Look at me," said Bagheera, and Mowgli looked at him steadily 

between the eyes. The big panther turned his head away in half a 
minute. 

II That is why," he said, shifting his paw on the leaves, "not even I 
can look thee between the eyes, and I was born among men, and I love 
thee, little brother. The other8 they hate thee, because their eyes cannot 
meet thine; bee&use thou art wise; bee&use thou hast pulled out thQJ'Ils from 
their feet; because thou art a Blan 1 " 

Jliru,gl'~' Brot~erl, by RUDYARD KIPLING. 



CHAPTER XXII. 

"THE WORLD IS MY COUNTRY, TO DO GOOD IS ItY RELIGION." 

A DEMONSTRATION was held in Hyde Park on Sunday afternoon, 
September 28th, 1862, for the purpose of expressing sympathy 
with Garibaldi, and protesting against -the occupation of Rome by 
the French troops. The hour announced for the meeting was 
three o'clock, and by that time the Morning Advlfrliser estimated 
that there were between 12,000 and 15,000 persons present. The 
proceedings were, however, very badly managed; no steps whatever 
were taken for keeping order, and, indeed, by three o'clock none of 
the conveners of the meeting had put in an appearance, nor had any 
arrangements whatever been made for a platform for the speakers. 
Mr Bradlaugh had been asked .to speak, and was, as a matter of 
course, punctually upon the scene. He found a ready-made 
platform in a great heap about fourteen yards by nine, and rising 
three feet from the ground. A'bout this heap, upon which he and· 
a few others had posted themselves, the crowd gathered, and at 
length Mr Bradlaugh, seeing no signs of the conveners, commenced 
to speak. He was soon stopped by interruptions of every kind, and 
to make things a little more regular, a chairman was appointed; 
but the chairman had hardly begun to address the people when 
he .. was hurIed with his friends from their seat of eminence by 
a movement which a few Irish roughs had organised in the rear 
of them, down amongst the crowd beneath. By remarkable 
dexterity, however, the chairman regained his place upon the 
mount." * His efforts to be heard were again unavailing, and 
the proceedings rapidly developed into a free fight. 

"During one of the lulls in the fighting position of the affair," says 
the MQ7'1Iing Advertiser, "Mr Bradlaugh proposed a resolution to the 
,effect that the meeting was of opinion that Garibaldi waa faithfully 
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doing hill duty when he fell at Aspromonte, and desired to express ita 
admiration of the heroic fortitude he displayed in his hour of trial" 

The resolution was seconded and supported amid general uproar, 

"while it was confidently stated that in the course of the diBcus.~ion 01. 
it, and during one of the encounters for the possession of the platform, 
an attempt WaB made to stab Mr Bradlaugh." • 

Thus an assemblage which should have done honour to Garibaldi 
88 well as to England, for, as the Advertiser says, cc it was composed 
of the ~lite of the working classes and a large portion of the middle 
class," was turned by the Irish Catholics into a fight and a panic 
calling for the interference of the police. It is little to be 
wondered at that when Mr Bradlaugh was invited by the Working 
Men's Committee to attend and speak he hesitated to accept the 
invitation, feeling as he did that the conveners were not able to ' 
control the antagonism of the Irish Catholics which had already 
manifested' itself at other meetings. II I have no wish," he 
afterwards said, "for immediate martyrdom, and considerably 
abbreviated my speech when I found that knives were used as 

~ arguments." 

• Mr Robert Forder, who was present at the Garibaldi meeting, sends Ijle 
the following vivid account of what took place on that day:-

"That afternoou," he relates, .. was the first time I had the honour and 
pl8ll8llJ'e of speaking to your father. A few of us at Deptford, where I tllen 
resided, had had printed ,a quantity of handbills announcing the debate-with 
the Bov. W. Barker,. then appearing in the National Re/IJ'I"TMI'. I gave your 
fathor ene, for which he thanked me. I should like, with your permission, 
to add a few words as to what took place on that exciting afternoon. The 
Irish Catholica had been well whipped up for the occasion, and were there in 
force; most of them dock and bricklayers' labourers, and in the'mess totally 
uneducated. There wers three mounds of earth and' stones intended to 
repair or make roads, each about four feet high, and, 80 far as I can recollect 
after thirty years have gone by, about thirty yards long by eight deep. 
These were about fifty yards apart, and on the middle one were gathered the, 
men and two women-one of the latter in a red • jumper,' that was afterwards 
known in faRhion as a • Garibaldi.' The Irish were 1l1assed on and around 
the two otller mounds, and during the early part of the proceedings contented 
themse! ves with singing a refrain for • God and Rome.' It was about ten 
minutes after your father had begun to speak that a signal was given, on 
which a Budden rush was made npon the meeting. There had not been np tcJ 
this moment any indication whatever that the Irish were armed, but every 
man and woman (lind there were many women and girls with them) was 
P0888S1ed of a bludgeon of 80me sort. Their onslaught was fqrioul!, and 
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In t4e winter of 1862 !vIr B~adlaugh made a public appeal to 
the Freethinkers of Great Britain to raise money on behalf of the 
distressedI..a.ncashire operatives. He begged them to "waste no 
time, but at onee.in your large workshops and in your social 
meetings levy a rate for the reduction of the Lancashire distress." 
Those who were Freethinkers amongst the destitute in Lancashire 
were of course relieved by the General Relief Committee, but 
naturally they were excluded from the various charitable under
takings carried out by committees belonging to different denomina
tions. As the relief afforded by the General Committee and the 
Board of Guardians only averaged Is. 8!d. per head weekly, it will 
be seen how greatly dependent the distressed were upon the extra 
help of these other committees. A touching little story of Christian 
charity ver8UII principle in rags was taken by Mr T. S. Oates, then 
Secretary to the Lancashire Secular Union Special Distres(Fund, 
from the Rochdale Observer of Dec. 13th, and was, h~ said, a fair 
sample of what frequently happened. A benevolent lady belonging 
to Middleton, on making her usu~ charitable round, entered one day 
a house in Parkfield, where she found" poverty in its worst shape." 
The-father of the family was in rags, and the lady told the man 
that if he would come to her house that evening she would give 
him other clothes. The man, of course, was overjoyed, but when 

brutal, and for a time successful They carried the mound in a few minutes, 
but the blood upon many of our friends aroused such a feeling of indignation, 
that in a tilI!e less than it takes me to write it the mound was stormed from 
the Piccadilly side, and again captured by us. There were in the crowd 
about a dozen Grenadier Guardsmen, who were ardent admirers of Garibaldi, 
and there were quite fifty others, possibly passive spectators. The former 
formed two deep, and with their walking-sticks rushed down the mound 
into tlie mass of the yelling Irish. The effect was electrical. Their comrades 
in the crowd raised a Budllen shout, and in ten minutes the Irish were in 
full retreat, throwing away their sticks to escape the indignation of the 
people they had so wantonly and brutally attacked. Mauy were captured 
by the police, and I clearly remember the constables gathering up their 
bludgeons, and makiug bundles of them with their belts. It must be con· 
fessed that no quarter was given, and scores of them got severely mauled. 
Cardinal Wiseman referred to the brutality of the infidel mob in a pastoral 
a. few days after, in which he used the term 'lambs' to describe these 
religious ruffians. Punch, . the next week, • canght on' to this word, and in 
its weekly cartoon depicted this mob of Irish assailing a public meeting over 
the heading of 'Cardinal Wiseman's Lambs.' .. 
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'he Was told that after he had the clothes he would be expected to 
attend church, and if he did not do so the clothes were to be 
returned, his joy was considerably cooled down. Then it was said 
that 

.. arter making her statement.. the lady left to make further inquiries 
into the eases of distress, leaving the man of poverty to reflect on the 
olrer made to him. After a abort consideration he commenced looking 
at his unsightly apparel, and then muttered to himself: • Yo mun poo 
me through a bit longer, owd niends; it'll do noan to pop mi conscience 
for a shute of cloas !' JJ -

My father did not preach without practising, although to me it 
i. marvellous how, with his own struggle for existence, he always 
found a way to help others in their struggles. But this winter it 
was especially hard: several times he was called away to the Con
tinent, and several times his health broke down, until he was so 
ill that he had to give up editing his pap~r, and for some months 
was also obliged to give up lecturing. Nevertheless, he contrived 
to keep an engagement he had made to lecture .for the Relief Fund 
in Manchester on Feb. I, 1863, in which he paid the whole of 
his own expenses, and so was able to hand £10 over to the 
Treasurer. Later on in the year he was lecturing again on bellalf 
of the same object. 

Almost concurrently with his efforts to raise money for 
Lancashire, he was making eloquent appeals for funds to- aid 
Poland against her oppressors, and when he .had somewhat 
recovered his health he addressed meetings on behalf of the 
struggling Poles. He spoke at Plumstead, Deptford, and Cleve
land Hall, at Birmingham and Sheffield, where the fire and passion 
of his speeches evoked the utmost enthusiasm; at Halifax, whcre 
people walked eight and ten miles in the drenching rain to hear 
him, and at other places the details of which are not recorded. 
.. Viva la Polonia JJ was a cry which, twenty years ago, found" a 
sympathising echo from every freeman in Europe, from every 
honest heart in the civilised world;" and my father was behind 
none in the warmth of his sympathy, or in the activity he 
displayed to give it practical effect. 

Neither, with all this public work, was he unmindful or un
grateful for kindnesses Ilhown himself personally; and so he never 
forgot the debt he owed his early friend, ?tIr Jones, who now in 
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consequence of old age imd infirmities was reduced. to extreme 
poverty. In the November of this same year he gave the last of 
his annual lectures for the benefit of his staunch old friend. On 
this occasion, too, Mr Bendall, the lessee of the Hall of Science, 
gave the use of the hall---as indeed he frequently did, often at 
considerable inconvenience to himself-and the proceeds of the 
lecture and subscriptions amounted to upwards of .£8, of which 
the greater part served to pay the funeral expenses of the brave 
old man, who, contemporary with Thomas Paine, had played his 
part in the struggles for a free press, particularly in those which 
we associate with the names of men like Richard Carlile, Wooler, 
and Hone. 

In .March 1864 occurred the great inundation at Sheffield; along 
the valleys of the Loxley and the Don all was ruin and desolation. 
Whole rows of houses, mills, and bridges were carried away, and 
huge trees were torn up by the force of the rushing water. Many 
lives were lost, and those who escaped with life lost every atom 
they possessed save the garments in which they escaped. Many 
funds were started for the relief of those so suddenly made 
destitute, and Mr Bradlaugh was not slow in offering his help. A 
.Sheffield man, writing at the time, said that the quality of practical 
sympathy was one possessed by Mr Bradlaugh .. in a pre-eminent 

,degree, and it is a trait in his character which will add lustre to 
his name, and form a rich gem in the wreath which shall adorn his 
memory long after he sball have ,laid his honoured head in the 
silent tomb. • • • His large, generous heart is nev~r insensible 
to the sounds of human distress; and accordingly no sooner did 
he hear of the Sheffield catastrophe than he at once volunteered 
his services towards the relief of the sufferers." * 

I have mentioned these cases with the idea of showing how 
. wide and how ready were my father's sympathies. To give money 
help was no easy matter to him: he could not write a cheque and 
say, "Put my name down for this sum or for that;" he could not 
even give by denying himself some little luxury: every penny 
he gave had to be specially earned for that purpose, but not-

• He gave two lectures in the Mechanics' Institute (lent to the Freethinker 
for this occnsion), and the proceeds, £8 lIs. 4d., were handed oVllr to the 
fund. "No lecturer gavo more to the needy than Iconoclast." said Mr 
Austill Holyoake. 
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withstanding this, real distress rarely appealed to birr. in 
vain.· 

Unable to do 80 much provincial lecturing in consequence of 
the demands made upon his time by his business, Mr Bradlaugh 
was yet often to be found during the latter part of 1865 at the Hall 
of Science, City Road j but in the early part of 1866 he was away 
in Italy so much, sometimes for weeks together, that he could do 
very little lecturing. The proceeds of these winter lectures at the 
old Hall of Science were to go to the Hall of Science Compaay, 
which he was then actively projecting. The lease of the City Road 
Hall expired early in 1:::66, and the renewal had been refused. It 
was proposed to lease or purchase a suitable building, or a site of 
land on which to build a lecture-hall and rooms for classes for 
secular instruction, etc. To aid in providing funds for this pur
pose, it was Mr Bradlaugh's desire to purchase one hundred shares 
out of the proceeds of his lectures, and to that end he devoted the 
whole of his profits on each-occasion ~hat he lectured at the Hall 
of Science. 

• One or the latest letters he ner wrote, bearing date Jan. 12, 1891" . 
IhoW8 him alway8 the same. He say.: "I am extremely BOrry to read your! 
letter, but I have, unfortunately, no means whatever except what I earn {I'om 
day to day with my tongue alld pen. If the Committee think it wise; I will 
lecture for tb, benefit of such a fund." 



ClI.APTER xxm 
m:B RBFOBK LRAGtJB, 1866-1868. 

IN 1866 the National Reform League was proving itseli an ex
tremely active organisation.Mr Edmnnd Beales was its honoured 
President, and Mr George Howell the Secretary. Mr Bradlaugh 
was one of its Vice-Presidents, and he had, oddly enough, amongst 
his colleagues the Rev. W. H. Bonner, the father of his future 
son-in-law. Mr Bonner had been, and was until his death in 
1869, a Lecturer for the Peace Society, and was then a Vice
President and Lecturer of the Reform League. They worked 
together with the greatest cordiality, and Ur Bradlaugh on one 
occasion wrote that he wished there were more clergymen like 
the Rev. Mr Bonner.. My father took part in most of the meet
ings of the League which were held in London and in many of 
those held in the provinces, and his value as an advocate was appre
ciated by men opposed to the Reform Bill-then before Parliament 
-as well as by those on his own side who were Dot blinded by 
bigotry. 

On May 21st a great demonstration in support of the Bill waa 
held upon Pl-imrose Hill, I'nd was addressed by Mr Beales, Mr 
Cremer, Colonel Dickson, Mr Lucraft, and others. Mr Bradlaugh 
moved the second resolution, and his eloquence so impressed the 
reporter to the Standard that that gentleman, who had assuredly 
come" to scoff, n-remained, if not" to pray," yet to give and record 
a reluctant admiration. The leader which appeared in the Staflr 
daTd for the following day waa intended to he humorously 
descriptive of the proceedings without too fine a regard for facts; 
and in it we find the following notice of Mr Bradlaugh and his 
speech, which the writer said waa frequently and enthusiastically 
applauded: 

.. At length, howev~r. a young gentleman-by the name, we believe, 
of Bradlaugh-eprang into the chair, and for the moment awakened in 

220 . 
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the wind-chilled throng a faint thrill of something like enthusiasm. 
At first, judging from the cast of his countenance and from a certain 
twinkle in his eye 8$ he adjusted himself to his task, we anticipated a 
decidedly comic address. But the event Boon showed that we were 
mistaken, and the speaker, admirably as his fa.:e was adapted for 
purposes of comedy, was himself terribly in earne5~ j. 80 earnest, indeed, 
and 80 thoroughly d'aermd with his audience, that he soon woke them 
tip from the lethargy in which they had remained ever since the first 
old gentleman had begun to read to them the unpublished proofs of next 
morning's Star, and set them crying' Hear, hear,' 'That's so,' 'Hurray;' 
• Down with the Peeie,' • Shame, shame,' and so on. Bearing in mind 
the blood-red banner and the bonnet rouge, it is needless to say that the 
speech of this energetic gentleman-who, be it observed, spoke really 
extremely well-consisted simply of a furious onslaught upen English 
in~titution8 in general, and upon Government and the House of Lords 
in particular. He would like to see that wretched institution that 
battened upon the life-blood of the English people swept away for 
ever; ind here the Reformers cried • Hear, hear,' and applauded with 
1'oice and hand. And that was what things were tending to j that was 
what this Bill really meant; and he differed from their worthy president 
-who had apparently been endeavouring to persuade the meeting to 
adopt that convenient little Liberal fib that the present Bill had really 
nothing democratic about it-in being ready and willing to take his 
Btnnd as a supporter of the Government measure upon the ground that 
it was democratic, and that ita real effect would be to sweep away the 
whole expensive machinery of the constitution, Government itself 
included. All this, of course, everybody knew before, but it is not 
every Libersl Reformer who is bold enough to Bay it. ••••. The 
speaker concluded with a significant reminder that on this occasion 
they were allowed to meet undisturbed, because they met in support of 
a Government measure, but that their normal condition-he did not 
say normal, but that was the meaning of it-was one of opposition to 
all Government, and that he might have to call upon them to meet here 
or elsewhere, or even under the walls of the .ham Parliament at West
minster, when the whole strength of Government would be put forth 
to prevent the meeting, and when the English people would rise in 
their might," etc. 

The sarcasm and humour of the foregoi,ng make it -no easy 
matter to pick out the scattered grains of truth: nevertheless, we 
may gather from it that the boldness, e!l.rnestness, and eloquence 
of the II young gentleman by the name, we believe, of Bradlaugh," 
did this much-it made an unusual impression upon his Tory 
listener. 
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A~ a great gathering if held in Trafalgar Square on the 2nd of 
July, my father was one of'the speakers. Lord Russell and Mr 

'Gladstone had resigned from the Ministry, and Lord, D~rby had 
been "sent for." Parliament stood adjourned until July 5th, and 
the Reform League held this meeting prior to the reassembling of 
the House to protest against the proposed Derby administration, 
and to deplore the retirement of Mr Gladstone and Lord RusselL 
There was unusual excitement about this meeting, for Sir Richard 
Mayne had first of all intimated that it would not. be allowed to 
take place. He, however, met with such a strenuous outburst of 
condemnation that for the moment he was checked, and withdrew 
his prohibition. By this time Mr Bradlaugh's popularity in 
London was becoming very great, and in the Times' notice of the 
meeting it is remarked that he was the chief favourite, and that 
"the mass soon commenced clamouring" for him. 

The Derby Cabinet, as everyone ,is aware, was formed with 
Disraeli t in Gladstone's place as Chancellor of the Exchequer, and 
with the formation of the n~w Cabinet all immediate hopes of the 
passing of any, real measure of Reform were abandoned, although 
the League continued its work with untiring energy. An utterance 
of Mr Bradlaugh's on the chief point in the programme of Reform 
then advocated, viz. extension of the Suffrage, is worth repeating 
here, as it indicates a line of conduct which Mr Bradlaugh himself 
pursued and enjoined upon others in regard to other matters of 

, Reform than the Suffrage. He would always seek and work for a 
thorough and complete measure; but if he could not get all that he 
asked for, rather than have nothing, and thus leave matters in the 
bad state in which he found them, he would take what ameliora
tions he could get witlwut ceasing to aim at ultimately winning the 
toltOle. He had, at the time of which I am writing, occasion to 
allude to a little pamphlet published in 1838. He remarked:-

II The author says well when he tells you, I Demand univel'sal 
Suffrage;', but I am not quite sure that he is right in saying, 

-The number of persons present was variously estimated at from 80,000 
to .. upwards of 60,000." 

t Mr Bradlaugh commented somewhat epigrammatically: co The Right 
Hon. Benjamin Disraeli is perpaps the man best fitted to be in opposition, and 
tIle least fitted to govern amongst our prominent men. His waistcoats han 
been brilliant, but his Parliamentary measures cannot always successfully 
comJll're with the reauU of his tailor's skill ... 
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'Take no less than your full demand.' He is right in declaring 
the Suffrage a natural right, and therefore undoubtedly all' our 
agitation should be based on this principle; but I am not of 
opinion that the extension of the Suffrage to a portion of the 
working or middle classes necessarily makes them enemies to 
their unenfranchised brethren. Each step in the Reform move
ment, whether theological, social, or political, is educational in its 
effects even beyond the circle in which the step is taken. My 
advice would be: Seek justice; but refuse no point which may be 
conceded, for each concession gives you additional means and 
strllngth to enforce your claim. The people are growing stronger 
and more worthy every day i but there are, alas! even yet in this 
country hundreds of thousands who are intellectUally too weak for, 
and apparently hardly worthy of, eDlranchisement. Our mission 
is to educate them to strength and worthines.CI, to strip off the badge 
of servitude they wear, to teach them that labour's rights and 
duties are as honourable and onerous as the rights and duties of 
the wealthiest employer of labour, and that the labourer-if honest 
and true to his manhood-has a higher patent of nobility than was 
ever given by yellow parchment or crumbling seal."· 

The Tories had declared that the people themselves did not 
want any extension of the suffrage, and spoke snecringIy of the 
apathy and indifference of the working classes towards any 
measure of enfranchisement. Determined to show they were not 
apathetic, working men in London and the provmcp.s held meeting 
after meeting. The one in Trafalgar Square was followed three 
weeks later by that famous gathering in Hyde Park, when the 
railings II came down. OJ This meeting was announced for Monday, 
July 22nd, but a few dan before the time arrived Sir Richard 
Mayne posted a notification on the park gates forbidding the 
meeting to take place; and this time Sir Richard Mayne held to 
his prohibition. The Council of the National Reform League met 
on the 20th specially to consider this police order j Mr Beales, the 
president, stated the case as impartially as possible, and put the 
legal difficulties before the Council Mr Bradlaugh moved that 
notwithstanding the police notice of prohibition the meeting be 
persisted in. Mr Cremer and others opposed the resolution, but 
when it was put it was carried by a large majority. Mr Bradlaugh 
put himself entirely under the direction of Mr Beales, and it was 
arranged that at the given time the leaders of the demonstration 
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should appear at thli Marble Arch and demll11d admission into the 
park; if this was refused, having -made their protest, they should 
separate into divisions and proceed quietly by different routes to 
Trafalgar Square. 

When the time came, procession after procession marched in 
orderly fashion to the park gates, and the meeting became a truly 
magnificent one, composed as it was mainly of respectable working 
men, thoroughly earnest in their desire for Rcform. They were 
not all Londoners either; there were representative men from the 
provinces, from Yorkshire, Lancashire, Plymouth, and other parts, 
men who- had travelled many miles and undergone much fatigue 
to take part in the forbidden demonstration. From a brief notice 
of the meeting which Mr Bradlaugh wrote for the National 
Reformer, it appears that Mr Beales and the co=ittee reached 
the Marble Arch Gates shortly after seven o'clock,. and leaving 
their vehicles they went together to the police at the gate to 
demand admission. "The police, however, meant mischief; one 
mounted man, 'V. 32,' backed his horse right on to Mr Beales 
and myself, and the example being followed by another mounted 
policeman, some confusion was created, and this was evidently the 
result desired by the police. The truncheons were all out, and 
some rough intimations given to those in front that mischief was 
meant." On his demand being made and refused, Mr Beales and 
his colleagues turned, as had been arranged, to lead the meeting 
by differeut routes- to Trafalgar Square. Mr Bradlaugh's division 
turned down Park Lane, but sonnl of those on the outside, being 
irritated by the behaviour of the police, made an attack upon the 
railings of the Park. Having read numerous accounts of this 
episode, I should judge that the1irst railings fell partly accidentally 
through the enormous pressure of the moving crowd, and were 
partly tOln up in anger. When a few rails had given way, the 
idea of gaining ingress to_ the park in that manner spread through 
the crowd like a flash of light, and in a few minutes many yards 
of railings were upon the ground and the people leaping excitedly 
over them. Mr Bradlaugh, strenuously adhering to the programme 
of his leader to carry the meeting to Trafalgar Square, set himself 
to-the difficult task of restraining the wild tumult and preventing 
the mass from destroying the railings and forcing an entry. After 
a little, although not before he himself had been knocked down, 
he was succes~ful,.and his column resumed its orderly and peaceful 
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march to Trafalgar Square, "whence, after much speechifying,. we 
all went home." The Times remarked that in hisefi'orts to 
prevent a breach of the peace .. Mr Bradlaugh got considerably 
hustled • • • • falling under the suspicion of being a government 
apy." It is little to be wondered at that the people hardly knew 
friend from foe, for the confusion and. excitement were so great 
that they were for a moment bewildered. The police, said the 
Morning Star, 
.. hit out with their truncheons like savages who, having been under 
temporary control, were now at Cull liberty to break heads and cut open 
faces kJ their hearts' content. It mattered not to them whether the 
interloper had actively exertE:d himself to force an entrance, or whether 
he had been merely hurled in the irresistible crush of those who pressed 
behind. Wherever there was a skull to fracture, they did their best to 
fracture it i everybody was in their eyes an enemy to whom no mercy 
was to be shown. The mob was at first stunned by the vigour of the 
assault, but presently turued upon the aggressors and repaid blows with 
their kind-in the end inflicting as much punishment as they received." 

In an)" case the police attempt to prevent the people entering the 
park was futile, for although the more orderly passed on to the 
appointed meeting-place, in the course of half-an-hour many 
thousands gained admission through the openings made in the 
railings. At length, the police confessing themselves pawerless, 
the military were called out and marched through the park. Lord 
Derby, in the House of Lords, asserted that altogether not less 
than 1400 yards of railings were pulled down, and complained 
loudl)" of the injury done to the flower-beds and other (C property 
of the Crown j" but on this head a uther remarkable statement was 
made by Mr Cowper, M.P., formerly First Commissioner of the 
Works, who expressed himself against holding pUblic meetings in 
the Park. Mr Cowper said that when the crowd (composed, 
according to the Times, of .. London roughs ") had 

.. forced down the railings and made good their entrance to the Park, 
they abstained Crom' injuring 'the flowers, and even in the heat and 
hurry of the disturbance, they frequently went round along the gratll 
10 III not to tread upon the flower-beds and borders." 

After all their prohibitions and precautions to prevent the people 
from holding orderly meeting and giving public expression to their 
opinion, backed too as they were by police and soldiers, the 
Govemment could only feebly say in the House that the measure. 

p 
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they had taken· had prevented "some part of the contemplated 
proceedings from taking place." They might -also have truthfully 
added that. these same measures had also brought about the 
destruction of the Park railings, and nuinerous broken heads, 
" proceedings" which were not "contemplated," at least, by the 
conveners of the meeting. 

A week later, before the excitement had time to cool down, 
another great meeting was held in the Agricultural Hall, and I 
have often heard· my father say he had never seen gathered 
together in any building so many men as found their way into 
the Agricultural Hall on that occasion. He reckoned there must 
llave been upwards of 25,000 persons present,. without counting 
those who came and went away in despair at not being able to see or 
hear on the outskirts of so large a crowd. The great difficulty seems 
to have been to hear the speakers, and with such a vast assembly it is 
not surpri!!ing to find that many of them could only be neard by 
those nearest to the platform. Mr Bradlaugh himself felt how 
impossible it was to make everyone hear. He moved the second 
resolution, praying the House of Commons to -institute an inquiry 
into the conduct of Sir Richard Mayne and his subordinates at 
Hyde Park on the previous Monday, and wound up what the 
Times describes as a "telling speech," with his favourite quota
tion from Shelley'S" Masque of Anarchy." 

One of the results of this week of disturbance was the arrest of 
several "good men and true," amongst whom was Mr Nieass, 
whose recent death his friends and co-workers have good reason to 
mourn. On the evening of July 25th Mr Bradlaugh was suddenly 
summoned to Bow Street; some member of the Reform League 
Council was reported to be under arrest. When he reached the 
police station he found Mr Nieass, who had been seized by the 
police in the Strand on a charge of inlliting the people to resist
ance, whereas, as it was afterwards proved, he had been. persuading 
them to disperse, and but for Mr Bradlaugh's pertinacity, Mr Nieass 
would have been, as others. actually were, locked up all night, in 
spite of the fact that good bail was offered. 

The Reform movement seem to grow and spread through 
England with marvellous rapidity. The great meetings in London 
found their echo in great meetings in the provinces. As Mr 
Bradlaugh was not possessed of any mysterious power of redupli • 

• eating himself, he was not of COlUse present at all these gatherings, 
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although he .oroehow (1 hardly know how) contrive4 to make 
time to attend a goodly number. On the first day of September, 
12,000 persona met at short notice on Brandon Hill, Bris.tol, 
Mr Beales and Mr Bradlaugh attending as a deputation from 
London. I find it noted· that Mr Bradlaugh was much applauded 
during his address, and that he sat down amidst long and continued 
cheering and waving of hats. In the Bristol Times and Mirror 
there is a letter about the meeiing from" A Man in the Crowjl," 
and among much that was hostile and absurd he wrote: "The 
speech that told mOle than any other on Brandon Hill was that of 
Charles Bradlaugh, Esq., and it was the best portion of it that 
was appreciated; •••.• his exhortation to men to be manly carried 
his hearers along with him. • • • • Nothing was listened to 
'after lIfr Bradlaugh had finished." In a day or so, however, the 
good people of Bristol began to realise who this eloquent man was 
who had so ,moved that great crowd, and two days later he was 
referred to in the TiT/te8 an!l Mirror in most abusive and scurrilous 
te1'IDS, whilst the Wiltshire County Mirror tried to work upon 
the imagination of its more timid readers by drawing a· lurid 
picture of what was likely to happen if, the Reformers were 
triumphant: It Mr Beales is not a professed infidel, we believe, 
but we are persuaded that his religious convictions and feelings 
are of a very indiarubber kind .•••• Let these two gentlemen 
[Mr Bradlaugh and AIr G. J. Holyoake] have their way, and there 
would be an end to the institution of marriage, and communism 
w1th all its abominations' would be established amongst us." 
When a too fertile imagination· has carried a man thus· far ~t is 
difficult to see why he should not put even a little more colour on 
to his brush; as it was, his statements only frightened" old ladies" 
(masculine and feminine), an~ so served the purpose of political,. 
religious, or social intriguers. In this case it was the political 
intriguers who were specially served, for· it was considered a 
capital notion to associate Mr Beales-and through him the cause 
of Reform-with "Infidelity:' the abolition of .. the inStitu'tion 
of marriage," and the .. abominations" of Communism. The 
four ideas well mixed together by not over-scrupulous writers, 
formed such a fine jumble that the ignorant and pious could not 
always distinguish the one from the other. 

• The Briltol Da.illl Posl. 
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In London, during the autumn and winter, Mr Bradlaugh spoke 
for the Reform League at Chelsea, Cleveland Hall, Battersea, 
Pimlico, South Lambeth, the Pavilion Theatre, Whitechapel, and 
many other places, but the note we found struck in the Wiltshire 
(Jounty Mirror reverberated with such force that at length my 
father said that he was not sure whether" the course taken by the 
cowardly respectable press in denouncing the movement as -an 
infidel one, may not render it wiser for me to leave the platform 
advocacy of Reform at the large gatherings to men whose religious 
or irreligious views are not so well known as my own." But when 
a few weeks later he was re-elected upon the Executive of the 
Reform League, he resolved to allow no sneer at his creed to 
influence him; no slander to make him hesitate, but to-do his best, 
-whatever that best might be, to aid in winning the battle 

.. between Tory obstructiveness and the advancing masses; between 
vested interests and human happiness; between pensioned and salaried 
lordlings and landowners' off-shoots on the one hand, and the brown- . 

I 
handed bread-winner on the other." "The people must win," he 
Baid. . 

Yes, II the people must win "-in the end; but complete manhood 
suffrage is not ours yet, and universal suffrage is still far off. " The 
people must win," but Oh how long the winning; and alas! the 
cost to the victors. 

In October Mr Bradlaugh was speaking for the League in 
Nortbampton. I wonder whether there are Northampton men 
who still remember that Reform demonstration held in their town 
in the autumn of sixty-six, when they carried out their programme 
in the pelting, pitiless rain, just as " cheerily and as steadfastly as 
though it had been sunshine and a clear sky." Do tliey remember 
the procession, I wonder, when men and women marched through 
the incessant downpour, the women as earnest as the men' 
And the meetings in the Corn Exchange and the Mechanics' 
Institute, where Mr Bradlaugh's speeches were received with great 
applause by an enthusiastic audience 1 There was a meeting at the . 
Town Hall too, to which he went at Col. Dickson's invitation j 
though on arriving it was only to find that the Town Hall was 
reserved for the "respectable great guns," and therefore there was 
no room for him on tlilii"platforiii':---13ut other times, other customs, 
and many a time has the :Northampton Town Hall rung with his 
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voice since that wet October day twenty-eight years ago, when, 
"too proud to intrude," he went away slighted and scorned: 

Great spontaneity and heartiness met him at Luton, which, 
"though a small town in a small county, gave us great welcome," 
said Mr Bradlangh. It had been arranged that a conference of 
delegate. (amongst whom were Mr Beales and MrBradlaugh, 
representing London) should be held previous to the Town Hall 
meeting, at Messrs Willis & Oo.'s factory, but, much to the 
amazement of the delegates, when they reached the factory gates 
they found a meeting of several thousand persons collected there 
without call or summons i the gathering was such as .. no living 
man had ever seen in that still increasing town." * Everyone was 
so anxious to hear the speakers from London and elsewhere that 

, the conference of delegates was abandoned, and a public meeting 
was at once held in Park Square, an open space in the centre of 
the town. .The Mercurg devoted a little leader to this Reform 
demonstration at Luton, in which it said that 

.. the terse and argumentative speech of lIr Bradlaugh roused the feelings 
of the thousands assembled to their highest pitch, and as he put the ease 
of reform in a clear light he was most enthusiastically applauded."· 

In the course of his address, which was interrupted again and 
again by the cheering of his audience, he f~lt it incumbent upon 
him to deny that these meetings partook of the character of 
physical force demonstrations. Hundreds of thousands of working 
men, he pointed out, had assembled and kept their own order 
even when the police in their officiousness had failed to preserve 
it. This denial was made necessary by "the attitude taken up 

. by the Tories and weak Liberals who began to be frightened 
by the growth of popufar opinion as exhibited in these great 
and orderly outdoor and indopr meetings which were taking 
place every week in London and the pr()vinces, In order to hide 
their fear of opini01l they began to pretend fear of physical force, 
and by dint of crying .. W ()If'' often and loudly they did not 
turn belief into disbelief like the boy in the story, but revel'Sed 
the process, and were at length believed by men who -ought 

• Bedfonl Mtrcu'71 of November 24th. 
*" The Jfrmti.ftg Star (London) of November 221ld also notea the enthusiasm 

provoked by lIr Br&dlaugh'. II animated speech," 
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to have known a great deal better. Take, for e.xample, Matthew 
Arnold, who a _ year or so later made a wholly unprovoked attack 
upon lIfr Bradlaugh, speaking of him as "Mr :Bradlaugb, tbe 
Iconoclast, who seems to be almost for baptizing us all in blood 
and fire into his new social dispensation;" and again, "lIIr 
Bradlaugh is evidently capable, if he had his heac! given him, 
of running us aU into great dangers and confusion."" Tbe 
pious journals were of course always and increasingly alarmed 
at the growmg popular influence of the hated and despised 
Atheist, and tried their best to counteract it, each according to 
its lights. The most common way was to decry him: tllUS- he 
was not "endowed with superior attainments," nor had he-" any 
faculty or power of teaching otber men." And- after devoting a 
column or so to sbewing how mean ware his intellectual powel'!', 
the Cbristian critiC:would tben proceed in the like amiable fashion 
to decry Mr Bradlaugh's personal appearance. 

Just about this time Mr llradlaugh expressed himself upon a 
small matter which:will strike a chord in the memories of many 
of those who took part in meetings with him. I mean bands 
at processions. He said he was glad to note "a strong disposition 
on the part of the Executive [of the Reform League] to avoid 
the use of bands of music in our future processions. Ten thousand 
men tramping seriously along the streets towards Westminster 
will be unmistakable evidence of our earnestness." This is 
tbe first public expression of his feeling on this subject that 
I have come across, 'but there will still be many who can recall 
how much Ml' Bradlaugh objected to a serious procession being 
accompanied by Hying Hags and a beating drum. A gala meeting 
on a Northumberland or Durham moor was one thing, but men 
proceeding together in orderly fashion to soberly demand a right 
or strenuously protest against a wrong was another. But people 
like noise and merriment, even when they are very much in 
earnest, and my father often had to submit to the band and the 
banner, although in his heart he wished them well at home. 

He generously determined that his lectures should not cos 
the League one farthing. True, his Freethought friends helped 
bim as much as lay in their power, but they were poor, and the 

• Essay in CornMll Maga.-ine, 1868, reprinted in book form as .. eattura 
and Anarchy." 
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demands upon their 'purses many, so that at the end of the year 
1866 he found that in work for the League he had spent out of 
his own pocket £30 in mere travelling and hotel expenses. 

At the quarterly election of officers in December 1866 Mr 
Bradlaugb was again elected upon the Executive, and he appeale(l 
to his friends to show renewed activity in the time of hard work 
which he felt lay before them. On February 11th (1867) the 
J..eague held two maes meetings, one in the afternoon at Trafalgar 
Square, and one in the evening at the Agricultural Hall. The 
Trafalgar Square meeting was, if possible, "more complete. more 
orderly, and more resolute" than any previous one. Mr Baxter 
Langley and Mr Bradlaugb were appointed" deputy marshals;" 
they were mounted, and wore tri-coloured scarves and armlets 
(I have my father's now). It was their special duty to see that 
order was kept, and their office was no sinecure; for although the 
main body was entirely orderly, still on the outskirts there was 
a fair sprinkling of people who had come "to see the fun," and 
were bent on seeing it, even if they had to make it for themselves. 
One form of creating "Jun" was the snatching off hats and, 
throwing them into the fountain basins; another wa~ throwing 
stones from above on to the crowd below. This dangerous amuse
nlent was checked by M:r Bradlaugh, who, singling out a young 
fellow who had thro\vn a stone from the front of the National 
Gallery, rode his horse right up the steps in pursuit. The young 
man escaped amongst his companions, but Mr Bradlaugh's enetgy 
stopped that form of "fun." That poor little brown horse I 
It would be difficult to say which was the more tired, horse or 
rider, before they parted company that day; the horse \\'as 
small-as I bave heard my father say-fo~ the weight it bad 
to carry, and my father had not crossed a horse since be left 
tbe irmy in 1853. For six and a half hours they kept 
order together, and both must have been beartily glad when 
they reached the Agricultural Hall, and the little brown horse 
went home to his stall and his supper whilst Mr Bradlaugh went 
inside to speak. * 

• In a general II damnatory If description or the demonstration given (I'om 
CIa club window," which appeared in the Timu or Febrnary 12th, there is a 
caricature of Mr Bradlaugh, spiteful in intent, but amusing and really 
interesting it one looks between the would.be scornful words. We are told 
that It a dapper youth, mouuted on a brown horee, exerted himself to make np 
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The day wound up with the meeting in the Agricultural Hall, 
which was addressed by professors, clergymen, and members of 
Parliament, Irishmen, Scotchmen, and men like Ernest Jones, 
directly representing the working men. Never was there such a 
wonderful sight as this gathering. At the previous Agricultural 
Hall meeting .. the vast hall presented a surging m~Sl! of human 
beings without form or coherence;" this time it was a solid body 
of thousands upon thousands of citizens with faces all anxiously 
upturned towards the platform. I know not whether it was 
arranged that Mr Bradlaugh should be one of the speakers or not, 
but in any case he was' called for a,,<>ain and again by the audience, 
and in respol}se made a brief but earnest speech. 

At the next quarterly meeting of the Reform League he was 
re-elected on the Executive by a vote of five-sixths of those 
present, although he had made a grave declaration to the Council 
"that events were possible which would necessitate holding 
meetings under conditions forbidden by Act of Parliament, and 
that he, having determined if needful to resist the Government 
decision as to Hyde Park, did not desire to remain on the Executive. 
of a body whom he might injure by a policy too advanced." 

The storm of abuse now broke over Mr Bradlaugh's head in full 
force-always with intent to damage the. Reform Lea"aue, for his 
enemies had not yet taken the measure of his power and pro
portions. ·For the moment he was merely considered as a weapon, 

for the shortcomings oHhe public foree, and was a host in himself. He was 
evidently a man in authority, and acted in close connection with the Reform 
magnates, whose carriages stopped the way before our doors. He raised his 
"'bip as freely as if it had been a constable's truncheon or gendarme's broad
sword, and apostrophised, or-why should I not say the word-bullied the 
crowd in a tone aDd with maDners which would have done an a1guazil's heart 
good. The sovereign people put up with the man's arrogance with incredible 
meekness and patience, and allowed itself to be' marsha1led hither and 
thither as if the Queen's highway were the Leaguers' special property and the 
pnblic were mere intruders." 

The .. Club" man was evidently irritated that these same people who at 
Hyde Park had refused to obey a police proclamation backed by a free use Of 
the truncheon and display of the bayonet, yet implicitly obeyed the" youth 
mounted on a brown horse" whose only authority was derived from the love 
the people bore him. The sneer as to .. tone" and .. manners" is 'not worth 
noticing; you cannot issue commands to tens of thousands in Trafalgar 
Square in the same gentle tone in which you can ask for the aalt to be passed 
across tha dinner-table. 
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to be used unscrupulously, and pointed with lie& In this method 
of warfare the Saturday Reviezo* at one bound took a front place. 
The Standard on the 11th of March reprinted from it the article, -
.. 'Who are the Lellgucrs 1" from which journals all over the 
country took their lead. It was in this article o( the Saturday 
Review that Mr Bradlaugh is made responsible for the story of the 
"Fanatical Monkeys" written by Charles Southwell (who probably 
derived it from some old fable), and rewritten from memory by 
J. P. Adams, who sent it to the National Reformer, where it was 
published on February 17, 1867. This story was reproduced in a 
hundred shapes, and of course my father was said to be the author 
of all of them, a proof, asserted these veracious ones, of his utter 
depravity. I have noted a letter of Mr Bradlaugh's, written ill 
1868, in which he asked to deny the story for at least "the 
hundredth time i" but denial was of little use i the lie sown by the 
Saturday RevietD in March 1867, like most other ill weeds, 
throve apace, and was even repeated eo late as two years ago. 
Speaking in Trafalgar Square on March 11th, where as usual he 
was "loudly called for," t he said those who were carrying on the 
struggle had not entered into it without counting the cost, and, 
confident in their own strength and manhood, they were determined 
upon gaining their rights. He compared the people with a 
"resistless wave," and warned those who should dare "to stem 
the tide." The W eeklll Dispatch jeered at "the figurative 
Bradlaugh" for this speech, and, trying in its tum to injure the 
Reform League, suggested that the demonstrations were more 
welcome to the thieves than to any other class of metropolitan 
society. Others, like the Sunday Times, struck with the deter
mination and confident purpose be.tokened in such ~a speech, chose 
to interpret it to mean physical force, and said-

" The Reform Leaguers throughout the country are beginning to talk 
treason and must be watched. • Iconoclast,' who, but for his disposition 
to violence, would be altogether too vulgar for notice, systematically 
threatens violation of the law, and defiance of the powers that be." 

The Sunday Times then went on, in tlie same paragraph, to 
speak in terms of reprobation of "'a person JJ who, at some meeting 
at Newcastle, urged that an attempt should be made to win the 
sympathies of the army, so that in the event of II a collision JJ the 

• March 11th, 1867. t' Timu, March 12th, 1867. 
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people and: the army would be on the same side. - The remarks of 
. an unnamed person at some meeting at which Mr Bradlaugh was 
not even present, were thus used as though he were responsible 
for them. -

Lord Derby's Government began to be frightened at the possi
bilities evoked by its own fears and the determined persistence of 
the League. Special reporters were sent to the meetings in order 
to verify speeches -for the purposes of a. prosecution, a course 
which merely made the speakers more stem and- more outspoken. 
In May it was resolved to- hold another mass meeting in Hyde 
Park: the Reform League leaders were convinced that they had 
the law on their side, and they meant to insist on their rights. 
Mr Edmund Beales issued an address to the men of London, 
calling upon them to meet the Council of the League in Hyde Park 
on Monday evening, May 6th. "Come," he sai~, .. as -loyal, 
peaceful, and orderly citizens, enemies of all riot and tumult, but 
unalterably fixed and resolved in demanding and insisting upon 
what you are entitled to. If time presses, stay not to form in 
processions, but come straight from your work, come without 
bands and banners." On the same evening that Mr Beales' 
address was read over to. the Council of the League, an .. admolli
tion JJ from the Government was served upon the delegates, 
warning all persons .. to abstain from attending, aiding, or taking 
part in any such meeting, or from entering the Park with a view 
to attend, aid, or take part in such meeting." 

Much pressure was put upon Mr Beales to prevent the meeting 
from being held, but he, knowing that he and his colleagues were 
in the right, and knofoing that the Govet"TIment /""1I6W it also, persisted 
in the determination arrived at, after due deliberation, by the 
Conncil The Government reluctantly, and at the last moment
that is, in the issue of the Times for May 6th-acknowledged tllat 
they had no power to eject the demonstrators from the Park. 
Having decided tliat they had not the law on their side, Lord 
Derby, snatching at a straw, thought the Park regulations would 
help them, and sent a message .to the League in the afternoon that 
tho meeting would be prohibited i and there was a talk of pro
secuting for trespass each person who had received the notice of 
prohibition. But all this .. tall talk" was absolutely without 
effect: 200,000.persons went to the Park. Mr Bradlaugh was ona 
of the first to enter, and Platform No. 8 was a .. very grent 
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centre of attraction, for this was the scene of ?lfr Bradlaugh's 
oratory."· 

!-If Bradlougb was, as I eaid, re-elected on the Executive of the 
League on the full understanding that he had determined to resist 
the Government decision as to Hyde Park. During the spring
time he lectured week after week in London and the provinces, 
not only bearing hia 9wn- expenses, but on one occasion, at least, 
actually paying for tickets for his wife and friends. On May 6th, 
the demonstration maintaining the right of the people to meet in 
the people's park was held, in Ilpite of Lord Derby's opposition and 
prohibition.· On the following day, May 7tlJ, Mr Bradlaugh 
tendered his resignation as vice-president and member of the 
Council and the Executive of the Reform League; lie took this 
course "in order to deprive the enemies of reform of the pretext 
for attack on the League afforded by my irreligion, and to save 
some of the.friends of the League from the pain of having their 
names associated with 111Y own." Especially Mr Bradlaugb praises 
the honourable and straightforward conduct of Mr Beales, but 
deeply regrets that he (Mr Beales) sbould have felt it necessary 
publicly to disclaim responsibility for his sayings, and hopes that 
his resignation will relieve him from pain. The League only 
accepted Mr Bradlaugh's resignation, as far as it related to the 
Executive Council; lie continu~d a Vice-President of the League 
from its foundation to the end, but after this date he rarely 
appeared upon its platforms. If there should be trouble, and his 
services were desired, he said, he was ready to do his duty; other
wise he preferred to remain aloof. Now, mark the generosity of 
his opponents I Finding he did not appear as frequently as before 
on the Reform platform, they began to circulate every reason for 
his abstention save the true one-his honourable desire to aid the 
cause of Reform even to the extent of seIf-effacement, since his 
persecutors made that necessary. The Pall Mall Gazette in 1868 said : 

"Mr Bradlaugh, who furnished· the Saturday Reviewers with all 
additional sting to articles in which his name was coupled with Mr 
Beales', avowed Atheistical views, but they met with so litUe favour 
that he had to leave the Committee of the Reform Association because 
he brought discredit on the cause." 

lIr Eradlaugh in reply asked if it was true his views found "little 

• The Sl4tulard, May 7th. 
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favour," and answering his own question said, "Let the audiences 
crowding the theatre at Huddersfield, the eireusat Grimsby, the 
theatre ali Northampton, the halls in London, Dublin, NeweasUe, 
Ashton, Glasgow, Manchester, Shefl\eId, and Bradford-let these 
enthusiastic audiences reply." And, in conclusion, he printed this 
letter from Mr Beales in reply to his resignation, which he had 
received in the previous May, but now for the first time made 
public. 

cc 4 STONE'S BUILDINGS, LINCOLN'S INN, 

17th. May 1867 • 
.. My DEAB SIR,-Pray excuse my not having sooner answered, or 

noticed, your letter of the 7th inst. to.me, tendering your resignation as 
a member of the Executive of the Reform League, and asking that your 
name may be erased from the list of the Council and Vice-Presidents. 
I really have been in snch a whirl of occupation since receiving your 
letter that it was not in my power sooner to write to you, as I wished. 
Meanwhile you have, I believe, received through Mr Cooper and others 
intimation that the Executive were unwilling to accept your resigna
tion, and lose your services. Iii that unwillingness I concur, whilst I 
avail myself of this opportunity of communicating to you with the 
utmost openness and frankness, and with very sincere regard, my 
feelings in the matter. I have already expressed in public my strong 
sense of the services you have rendered to the League by your ability 
and good sense, and of the invariable fidelity, delicacy, and admirable 
taste with which you have studiously abstained from uttering a word 
at our meetings that could offend the religious scruples of the most 
sensitive or fastidious Christian. At the same time that your known and 
published opinions on these matters (I do not allude to the subject of 
the Saturday Revie'IlIs savage attack, which was not, I believe, from . 
your pen) have injured the League with many in a moral and pecuniary 
point of view must, I am afraid, be admitted, though I doubt whether 
Buch injury has outweighed the aid you have rendered to the League by 
your oratorical power and talent. At all events, I am not disposed to 
allow the evil to have outweighed the good. You say that the conduct 
of the Press in constantly coupling your name with mine has given me 
pain. Well, it has, but not quite from the cause you suppose. I despise 
from my soul the base motives of the writers in thus coupling Ollr 
names together, and it would only make me more strongly tender to you 
the hand of friendship. But I do feel great pain at the thought of a 
man of your undoubted ability, and, I believe, purity of purpose 
and high honesty, being in such a position from your antagonism to 
Christianity as to make men imagine that they could pain or injure me 
or the League by thus coupling our names together. 

"C. BRADL.ll1GB. "E. BULB&-
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Mr George Howell, the Secretary, had also written "expressing his 
deep regret at my father's resignation, and testifying to the kindly 
consideration shown himself, and to the earnest and powerful 
advocacy and support given to the objects of the-League. 

Probably in consequence of the form taken by these aspersions 
Mr Bradlaugh was again elected on the Executive Council in" 
December 1868. 



. CHAPTER XXIV. 

PROVINOIAL LE~TURING, 1866-1869. 

I WILL take up once more ·the story of my father's lecturing 
experiences in the provinces by telling of the Mayor's attempt to 
prevent the delivery of some lectures he had agreed to give in 
Liverpool, in the middle of 'October 1866. The subjects to be 
dealt with were: .. The Pentateuch': without it Christianity is 
nothing i with it, Humanity is impossible i" "The Twelve 
Apostles," and " Kings, Lords, and Commons." The bills 
announcing these particulars, were posted all over the town, and 
seem to have much alarmed the Mayor. This gentleman was a 
Methodist, and held such peculiar ideas concerning the duties of 
chief magistrate of so important a place as Liverpool that he 
preferred, for example, attending a Scripture Readers' tea-party. 
rather than the banquet given to the layers of the Atlantic Cable, 
at which he was expected. It can be easily undcrstood ,that such 
a Mayor would be greatly disturbed "by the possibility of an 
atheistic criticism of the Pentateuch and the twel ve Apostles. So 
great was his perturbation that ho consulted wi.f;h the Chief 
Constab~, Major Greig, with the resu:lt that the latter, sent his 
subordinates -to the lessee of the theatre to explain to him that he 
must close his doors against the wicked "Iconoclast." The lessee, 
hesitating, was carried before the Chief Constable himself] who, 
speaking with all the majesty of his office, told him that the 
lectures could not be allowed. On Saturday night (13th October) * 
Mr Bradlaugh's agent, Mr Cowan, called upon the lessee for the 
keys, but was informed that he had been ordered not to permit the 
meetings to be held. Poor lessee! between' the upper, and the 
nether millstone he got very little peace. Mr Cowan, after 
considerable discussion, took him, late at night though it was, to 
Mr Bradlaugh. Mr Bradlaugh had gone to bed, but got up at 

. • The lectures were announced for the following day. 
138 . 



PROVINCIAL LECTURING,1866-1869. 239 

the eummons, and all three went to the Chief Constable's, but 
nothing was to be done there at that time of night. In the morning 
the lessee accepted lIr Bradlaugh's written indemnity against all 
conseqnence, and my father was permitted to lecture unmolested, 
although he and his friends were much diverted to find detectives, 
po1ice, and magistrates amongst the audience. 

A fortnight later Mr Bradlaugh was due in Glasgow, and on his 
way to Scotland made a little halt at Newcastle. For some weeks 
past a elergyman, the Rev. David King, sufficiently well known in 
certain circles, had cbeen playing the braggart -in the north of 
England. All, and nothing short of all, the .. Infidels" were afraid 
of him j none dare meet bim in debate-if be had modestly stopped 
at tbat, there would bave been little harm done, but to his boasts 
he added gross slanders of Freethinkers, both living and dead, 
individually and in the maas. My father went up north at the 
right moment, for on Saturday, 27th October, tbis Mr D. King was 
announced to lectore at Bedlington on Secularists and thea 
penersions j the Newcastle Freethinkers, who were highly indig
nant, asked Mr Bradlaugh to break his journey to Scotland in 
order to come and give the reverend slanderer a lesson,_ and this lie 
agreed to do. .. The news c of Jconoclast's coming had spread 
like wildfire," said Elijah Copeland in a repor~ he wrote at the 
time;· and since then I have heard from a Northumberland 
friend how swiftly the tidings spread from man to man, and from 
village to village, that Iconoclast was coming"to teach David King 
a little truth and modesty. The excitement was so great that the 
Lecture Hall at Bedlington was hardly opened before it was full
but the hour came, and no Iconoclast. David King commenced 
his address-full as usual of boa,sta of himself and insults to 
Secularist&. Time sped on lightning wings; -every moment 
intensified the anxiety, every movement, every outside sound 
increased the excitement. To many Mr Bradlaugh was known 
only by fame, and if a fresh person came into the hall the question, 
" Is that he'" was eagerly whispered round the room, only to be 
answered by those better informed with a reluctant shake of the 
head. A little man Bitting on the platform attracted some 
attention. .. Could that be the redoubtable IconoclasU" asked 
lOme of the anxious ones j no one seemed to know the stranger, 
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and at, last the feeling grew so intense that some one put the 
question directly to the unknown man on the platform, and with
out· surprise he received the obvious answer. The lecture was 
n~aring its close, and as all danger of the threatened opposition: 
seemed passing away the lecturer's language grew more and more 
unrestrained. When, hark! what was that' A noise <outside of 
many feet, a loud determined knock, the door thrown open 
impetuously, letting in a flood' of fresh cold air, and with it the 
almost-despaired-of Iconoclast, who was greeted with deafening 
cheers. When the real man came, no one had any doubt as to 
his identity-he was recognised at once by all. David King's 
tone changed directly, and when the time for discussion came Mr 
Bradlaugh'gave the lesson he had come to teach, to the unbounded 
delight and satisfaction of all the Freethinkers present. After the 
discussion came the return drive of twelve or fourteen miles in the 
cold and the rain to Newcastle, which was reached at two in the 
morning. While my father snatched. a couple of hours' sleep, 
some of his friends'sat and watched in order to rouse him for the 
Scotch express, which passed through Newaastle about five o'clock. 
Arrived at Edinburgh, my father found he had twenty minutes to 
wait, so he thought he would get some breakfast, but " alas!" said 
he, '" it was Sunday morning, and starvation takes precedence of 
damnation in the unco guid city: Instead of drinking hot coffee, 
I had to shiver in the cold, admiring the backs of the tumble
down-looking houses in the high "toon" for want of better 
occupation. I arrived in Glasgow just one hour before the time 
fixed for the morning lecture-dirty, weary, hungry, thirsty, and 
IIleepy." * 

After the evening lecture Mr Bradlaugh had to hurry from the 
platform of the Eclectic Hall to catch the train which steamed out 
of Glasgow at twenty minutes -to nine, so that he might he in 
time for Monday morning's business in the city, having spent two 
nights out of bed, ,travelled about 900 miles, and spoken at 
Bedlington and three times in Glasgow in less than forty-eight 
hours. 

Four weeks from the day of his Glasgow lectures, t my father 
was arrested at Huddersfield. Two accounts of this were given 
in the National Reformer, one from the pen of Mr Bradlaugh, and 

• National RifOJ"lTlt'l", November' (1866). 
t On November 25 (1866). 
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one from that of a gentleman who was with him the greater part 
of the time. It was a ease of "the Devonport blunder II being 
repeated by "the Religious Party of Huddersfield." 

The Philosophical Hall, which for some little time previously 
had been used as a theatre, had. been duly taken for "three 
lectures by Iconoclast; II there was a written agreement, the 
deposit paid, and a harmonium taken by the Huddersfield Free
thought Society into the. Hall. Placards announcing the subjects 
of the lectures (" Temperance," ... Reform," and "The .Twelve 
Apostles") and the name of the lecturer were posted more than a 
fortnight beforehand throughout the town and upon the han 
itself. On Saturday, at the eleventh hour. the proprietor, Mr 

. Morton Price, secretly urged by persons too cowardly to ap,Pear 
themselves-at least, so it was rumoured-resolved that the 
lectures should not take place, and on Sunday morning Mr 
Bradlaugh II found the doors of the building locked and barred, 
and the police authorities on the alert. I tried," he tells us, .. to 
gain admittance, but the wooden barriers were far stronger. than 
my shoulders, and after bruising myself more than the doors, and 
waiting in the rain for about forty minutes, while some sort of 
iron bar was vainly searched for, I returned very disconsolate to 
my lodgings. Several members of the Huddersfield Society begged 
me to lecture in Senior's schoolroom, but I positively refused; 
there were friends in from the country for miles round who could 
not be contained in so small a meeting-place. The Yorkshire 
energy was roused, and a dozen volunteers started to open the door; 
I followed, and came in time to twist a crowbar into curious 
shapes, and be arrested bj' the police and lodged in the station. 
At first I was ordered into a cell; my money, watch and chain, 
keys, toothpick, and other dangerous weapons being taken from 
me. As, however, since Devonport, where the lock-up was damp, 
I object to cell~on principle, I gently argued the matter, and 
ultimately the pr ~iding authority announced that I should be let 
out if 1 could get J magistrate to become bail. This was not very 
probable, and looked like being locked up for two whole days, 
but two good friends not only started to arrange with some local 
magistrate about bail, but actually succeeded. During the time 
they were absent I had, however, effected my own release from 
custody without any bail at all. • • • • When the charge wa.s 
entered by Superintendent Hannan, who, I am bound to eay, 

Q 
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behaved in II. most gentleman-like and courteous manner, t again 
discussed the matter, and ultimately the stage-manager said he 
would find bail if I would agree not to lecture. This I indignantly 
refused. I came to lecture, and I meant to lecture j and after 
many pour parZers, I walked out of custody without any other 
condition than my word of honour to appear before the magistrates 
'to answer the charge on' the following Tuesday. The news spread 
like wildfire, and I had an enormous audience, crowding the 
theatre from floor to ceiling, the chiefs of the police honouring us 
with their presence." 

People had come from far and near to hear him lec
ture-from Dewsbury, Bradford, Leeds, Haiifax, Manchester, 
and elsewhere, and great' was the dismay when it was found that 
the Hall doors were closed against ihem. When it was known 
that he would not lecture in the schoolroom, and he had 
de~ermined to make an effort to force the doors, volunteers for the 
'work immediately stepped forward; they begged him "to keep 
out of action" until the door~ were down j but to look on whilst 
others got into trouble never came easy, to my father. So he 
took a crowbar and helped with the rest, and the twisted iron was 
preserved in triumph by some Huddersfield friends until a few 
years ago. They attacked the pit and gallery door in Bull and Mou th 
Street, and their united exertions soon threw it open to the crowd 
impatiently waiting to enter. The Police Office was next door 
to the Philosophical Hall, so the police were able to watch the 
proceedings with little trouble to themselves. When they arrested 
Mr Bradlaugh, so great was the indignation of the crowd that they 
even threatened to rescue him by main force, and guards of police 
were hastily put at all weak places. It was, however, Mr Bra!l
laugh himself who relieved the fears of his captors. He sent a 
message to his friends, asking them to leave peacefully and without 
disorder, assuring them that he would be all right. In compliance· 
with his request the people who thronged the hall quietly dis
persed, only one person remaining behind to keep possession of 
the theatre. Messrs Armitage ,and Mitchell rushed off in a cab to 
find a magistrate liberal enough to become bail for the imprisoned 
Atheist, and during their absence-on what seemed an impossible 

. errand-Mr Bradlaugh sent word from the police, station to the 
committee that he would lecture at half-past six. This messDge 
was received with the wildest enthusiasm, but since Mr Bradlaugh 
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was still in the hands of the police and it was then four o'clock, it 
seemed, on reflection, highly improbable. But the first messenger 
waa rapidly followed by a second, bringing word that "Iconoclast~' 
waa free once more. On his appearance on the platform of the 
Philosophical Hall a€ the appointed time the enthusiasm and 
excitement were unbounded, and his lecture on "Refol'lil" was 
said to have been II one of the most splendid and eloquent he had 
yet delivered." 

On the following Tuesday Mr Bradlaugh had to appear before 
the Huddersfield magistrates... Though there were be upon the 
Bench-only two, G. Armitage, Esq., and S. W. Haigh, Esq.
heard the'case. Naturally enough, the Court was densely crowded, 

-and many were unable to obtain admission. Mr Nehemiah 
Learoyd prosecuted. This attorney was defined as .. a gentleman 
according to Act of Parliament," though it does not appear that, 
he had any other claim to the title. In the case against Mr 
Bradlaugh he conducted himself with such effrontery and coarse
ness aa to make it more than ever evident that Acts of Parliament 
have their limitations. My father was charged with doing damage 
to the door of the Huddersfield Theatre to the amount of twenty
four shillings: after this charge WBB read another charge of 
committing a breach of the peace was brought forward. M r 
Bradlaugh suggested that. each charge should be gone into 
separately: Mr Learoyd would have them taken together, and 
the magistrates decided in his favour. The ease for the prosecu
tion was opened and witnesses called. Mr Bradlaugh raised an 
objection to the jurisdiction of the C,ourt, and after some argument 
apd some further examination of witnesses, the magistrates retired 
to consider the point. After an interval of ten minutes they 
returned, having decided in Mr Bradlaugh's favour that they had 
no jurisdiction. Mr Learoyd then, with unblushing effrontery, 
wished to proceed with the second charge-the breach of the 
peace; but he had elected at the outset to take both charges 
together, and by that hIS was compelled to abide. The decision of 
the magistrates was' greeted with instant l1pplause, which was of 
course rebuked by the Court. The ease was reported at length by 
the HudderBfold Examiner and the HuiJ,4rsfield Ohronicle, and 
gained for Mr Bradlaugh many friends in Huddersfield and the 
aurrounding districts. And thus for once was bigotry frustrated. 

On the following Sunday Mr Bradlaugh was lecturing at New-
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castlo, and many people, women as well as men, came in distances 
of fifteen. and twenty miles to hear him. One man told how he 
had come thirty-eight miles "to get a grip" of my father's hand. 
Two days after this he was at Northampton, where he found 
himself becoming quite "respectable," and, "to the horror of the 
saints and my own surprise," he said, he was permitted the use of 
the Mechanics' Institute for his discourses. A week or so later 
he was lecturing iii the great Free Trade Hall, Manchester, on 
behalf of the widow and family of his late colleague, John Watts. 
He gave himself no rest in body or miud, nor did he seem to relax 
the strain for a moment. The old year closed, and 1867 opened 
with a course of lectures at the City Road Hall, at one of which, 
by the by, it is interesting to note that Mr Bradlaugh defended 
Mr Gladstone from an attack made upon his sincerity of purpose, 
"believing him to be the most able and honest statesman whom 
the people have on their side." 

Notwithstanding all his lecturing, the great quantity of literary 
work he was then engaged upon, the Reform Demonstrations, and 
harassing private business, Mr Bradlaugh yet found time in the 
spring of 1867 to engage in a six nights' debate with the Rev. 
J. WCann, M.A., curate of St Paul's, Huddersfield. The dis
cussion was arranged to take place in the theatre, or Philosophical 
Hall, which had been forcibly closed against the Freethinkers only 
a few months before. The preliminaries to the debate were a 
little ominous: in the first place Mr Bradlaugh was obliged to 
agree to the terms dictated by his religious antagonist (or his 
committee), otherwise there would have been no discussion; and 
above and beyond this the Rev. Mr M'Cann .. refused to debate if 
the name Iconoclast be used, and therefore it will be Charles 
Bradlaugh who answers for the shortcominga of Iconoclast, despite 
the injury in business caused by the wide publicity recently given 
to the name and thus repeated." * 

The debate arose out of some" Anti-Secularist lectures" which 
Mr M'Cann had been delivering in Huddersfield, presumably 
inspired thereto by the sensation caused by the· theatre episode ot 
the previous November. The subjOlcts of these lectures were to be 
discussed for six nights, three hours each night, Mr Bradlaugh 
attacking and Mr M'Cann defending •. Mr M'Cann. who was aD 

• C. Bradlaugh in Na/,imlaZ Rc/ormtr, March 1867. 
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Irishman, and who from the active part he was taking in the 
Literary and Scientific Society and other institutions of the town, 
was regarded as a .. rising young man," rather disappointed many 
of the Freethinkers after the first two nights' discussion. Immov
ably confident in the ability of their own representative, they were 
anxious to see him meet someone worthy of his steel Mr 
Bradlaugh'a opinion, expressed at the conclusion of the six nights, 
was that lIr lI'Cann was a fluent, ready speaker, honest and 
earnest, although no great debater.· 

The year 1868 was a terribly busy one: the Irish question (of 
which I will apeak later), the first Government prosecution of the 
National Re/ormer, and his first Parliamentary candidature for 
Northampton, kept my father constantly hard at work. During 
the year he lectured frequently in London, besides visiting 
Grimsby, Bedlington, Newcastle, Hull, West Bromwich, Birming
ham, Kettering, Northampton, Huddersfield, Bradford, Sheffield, 
Ashton, Manchester, Bury, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Keighley, Sun
derland, Plymouth, and other towns. 

At Huddenfield he was always welcomed with the utmost 
enthusiasm, although aome of the inhabitants Btill Beemed deter
mined to resist his visits. As the theatre was too Bmall to 
accommodate all his auditors, the Huddersfield Committee took 
the circus for some addresses which he had arranged to deliver in 
the town in March. The Improvement Commissioners, however, 
eager to imitate the conduct of Mr Morton Price of a year and a 
half before, drew back from their agreement to let. Then a 
curious thing happened. When he was aware of the behaviour of 
the Commissioners, Mr Morton Price himself offered the Hudders
field Freethinkers the use of the theatre j . and not only did he 
let it to them, but he gave a Bpecial advertisement of the meetings. 
The advertisement was so peculiarly and Bignificantly worded that 
I reproduce it : . 

"Theatre Royal, Huddenfield. 
"Mr Morton Price begs to inform the nobility, gentry, and general 

public 01 Huddenfield that, finding his efforts to preserve his theatre 
from Atbeism and Profanity 10 appreciative and f"emU1lerativIJ, he has 
let tbe said theatre lor a series of lectures by Mr Bradlaugb, the 
• Iconoclast,' on Sunday next, March 15t~, 1868." 

In connection with. the Manchester lectures also an amusing 

• No l'erbatim report of tbia diacussion was ever published. 
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incident took place. It may be remembered that a man named 
William Murphywas about this time lecturing in different parts 
of England on behalf of the Protestant Church in Ireland, and 
his conduct had been so strange, and his language so inflammatory, 
that in the north he had been the cause of some very serious "No 
Popery" riots. In 'Manchester he was arrested, and his lectures 
practically prohibited. My father going to Manchester just after 
this prohibition, it occurred to certain good Christians that this 
might perhaps be turned to account against him. Consequently, 
when he arrived in Manchester on the Saturday night (September 
5th) prior to his Sunday lectures, he found all kinds of rumours in 
circulation,'friends even telling him that there were warrants out 
for his arrest. This was much exaggerated, and what really had 
happened was this: On the Friday,' at the Cit] Police Court, 
before the stipendiary magistrate, Mr Fowler, an application had 
been made by Mr' Bennett, solicitor, for proceedings to be taken 
against Mr Charles Bradlaugh, then announced to deliver a series 
of lectures in the Free Trade I Hall on, Sunday. "The' swom 
information of a respectable householder, living in Boundary 
Street, Chorlton-on-Medlock," was forthcoming that the lectures 
could not take place" without giving rise to a breach of the peace." 
There was no contention that any overt acts of violence had eyer 
been committed on account of these lectures j nevertheless, "the 
respectable householder "-whose name was afterwards stated to be 
Smith-thought they ought to be- prohibited, "as in the case of 
Mr Murphy." Mr Fowler argued the cases were very different, 
and suggested that Mr Bennett should look up his law, and then, 
if he thought his position satisfactory, he could attend on the 
following morning with his witnesses. So much, indeed, Mr 
Bradlaugh had gathered from the London papers read on his 
jOurney northwards. Arrived at his journey's end, he was still in 
suspense as to what had happened that day, and'the friends who 
met the' train could not set his anxieties at rest. However, from 
an evening paper he leamed that Mr Bennett had not found any 
further support in law for his application, which the magistrate 
told him must consequently fail. He said further: 

"You say this case is similar to that of William Murphy, whose case 
was heard in this Court on Tuesday last. But it appears to me very 
different. We must be very careful indeed as magistrates not to inter
fere in any way with the freedom of discussion, and in no way by the 
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decision of Tueeday,.a. far as I can see, have we done so. In the case 
before 111 on Tuesday it Will proved on oath tbat William Murpby was 
about to deliver a series of lectures, wbich he had already given in 
other towns, where, from his own conduct, .and the tbreatening attitude 
he ayumed by producing a revolver, and other acts, very serious riots 
had arisen, rollow~d by great destruction of property a~d even danger 
to life; and Crom what was proved before us as to what bad already 
taken place in this city since tbe announcement of these lectures, it 
appeared there was every probability of the same thing occurring here. 
To prevent this-exercising the power which as magistrates, in my 
opinion, we undoubtedly have-we called upon the defendant, William 
Murphy, to enter,upon his recognisances for his good behaviour; you 
mark the words, 'good behaviour,' Mr Bennett. That, of course, includes 
keeping the peace; and under similar circumstances to those proved 
before us, we should certainly do the same whether the defendant was 
Roman Catholic, Protestant, or of any other denomination. Now, I 
tbink you have entirely failed to show in the application. you made 
yesterday that any such result has ensued, or is likely to ensue, from 
tbe lectures about to be given by the person against whom you apply. 
Therefore the application is ~efused." 

The " upshot of this application at the Police Court was a wide 
advertisement of the lectures, an intense excitement, and anxiets 
to hear the lecturer. The Satul'day Remelo, true to the feelings of 
bitter animosity which~it cherished against Mr Bradlaugh, thought 
that . 

Ie it might perhaps be plausibly argued that the same reasons which 
weighed with them [the magistrates] when tbey refused to restrain Mr 
Iconoclast Bradlaugh from attacking and insulting all religions, might 
111so have influenced tbem when tbey were asked to restrain Murpby 
from insulting one form of tbe Christian faitb." 

The Saturday Review elsewhere spoke of Manchester as having 
been" the theatre of riots" in consequence of Murpby's behaviour 
and of the" savage brutality" exhibited. No sort of disturbance 
could be alleged as reSUlting from Mr Bradlaugh's lectures, but 
anything was "plausible" to the Saturday Review as against him. 

Of course this rushing about from city to city, and several 
hours' Bpeaking in crowded hallB Bandwiched in between the long 
railway journeys, meant a great physical strain. 

In February my father tells how he had travelled on the 
previous Saturday in a tremendous storm to Morpeth for Bed,lington, 
arriving at Mo~peth (fiVe or six miles from Bedlington) at the 
very hoUl' at which ho ought to have been on the platf?rm. " A 
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rapid wash while horses were being got ready; no time for tea. 
and off we sped to our destination. where we found the little 
hall crowded with an eager and appreciative audience. some of 
whom had walked many miles to be present.." A midnight 
return drive with storm most furiously raging, and then to New
castle, where three lectures were delivered on the Sunday. .. In 
forty-eight hours I travelled nearly 630 miles, delivered four 
lectures, and came back to that daily toil- for thai life-subsistimce 
which is so hard to win. I need hardly add that the mere 
travelling expenses on such a journey swallow up all profit derivable 
from the lectures." The Glasgow and Edinburgh lectures in the 
beginning of August meant" one thousand miles and four lectures 
in two days and three nights, and back to business by ten on 
Monday." At the_ end of August another visit to Newcastle 
meant "another six hundred miles and _ three lectures in one day 
and a half and two nights, following upon no less than three open
air addresses at N orthampton.'\ 

II! the following year my father continued to do a great deal of pub
lic speaking, His home troubles were growing greater, and his busi
ness life in the city was daily becoming more difficult, but this seemed 
only to make him toil the harder in that cause of religious and poli
tical progress which lay so near his heart. At the new Hall of 
Science, 142 Old Street, which had just been leased in the interests 
of the Freethought party, Mr Bradlaugh delivered in the year 
upwards of forty lectures, for none of which he received a single 
penny, devoting the whole of tire proceeds towards paying the 
debt upon the building. He did not allow anyone month to 
pass without giving one or more Sundays to the New Hall. He 
lectured several times also at the hall in Cleveland Street; and in 
the latter part of the year, for the most part, he visited thirty or 
more provincial towns, at many of which he gave three dis~ourses 
on the Sunday. In 1869 also Mr Bradlaugh took part in an 
examination into alleged spiritualistic phenomena held by the 
London Dialectical Society, but without any satisfactory results. 
Undoubtedly the chief event of the year for him was his final 
defeat of the Government in their prosecution of the National 
Reformer, and through this the repeal of the odious Security laws. 
He was involved in another law-suit, which, as we shall see later. 
led to the amending of the laws relating to evidence. 

Matters went rather more smoothly with my father's provincial 
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lecturing this year j no town Beemed to be sufficiently encouraged 
by the course of aft'airs in Devonport and Huddersfield to follow 
~heir example very closely. But still he met with soine rebuft'. For 
instance, when he was at Blyth on April Srd, the innkeepers there 
were all so pious that none would give him food or shelter. April 
Srd was a Saturda.y, not a Sunday, so there was not even the 
lame excuse of keeping the Sabbath Day holy by refusing to 
harbour an Atheist. The people of Blyth who undertook to 
provide for the creature comforts of the inhabitants and visitors 
must have been bigotfld to the last degree, for in the week before 
Mr Bradlaugh's visit, a coft'ee-house keeper had refused to supply 
with tea some persons who were rash enough to admit that they 
had attended Mrs Law's lectures. Happily, such churlish bigotry 
was by no ~eans universal, for the Blyth I.ecture Hall was so 
crowded when Mr Bradlaugh arrived that he had to gain 
admittance' through a back window. He afterwards related how 
"one hearty fellow and two or three Unitarians volunteered to give 
me a n,ight's shelter, but I was unaware. of this until I had made 
my arrangements for a midnight walk in the dark to Bedlington 
under escort of half a dozen stalwart fellows." This is the occa
sion to which Mr Thomas Burt referred in his article in the 
PrimitivB MethodiBt Quarterly Review for July 1891. Mr Burt· 
there says that all the ordinary halls and schoolrooms were refused 
to Mr Bradlaugh, but that a gentleman,. Mr Richard Fynes, who 
bad recently purchased a chapel, and was a true lover of free 
-,peech, granted the use of his. building to the Bedlington Secular 
Society. l\:fr Burt, who had gone from curiosity to hear Mr 
Bradlaugh, at the close of the meeting asked him and some Mends 
home to supper. His people were rather horror-stricken, but, 
with true courtesy, allowed nothing of it to appear to their guest, 
and the supper passed off quite smoothly, Mr Bradlaugh making 
himself very agreeable. It is rather curious that Mr Burt had no 
idea ho)V apropoB his hospitality was. It was not until after he 
had given his invitation that he learned that in all Blyth there 
was no place of refreshment that would • open its doors to the 
Atheist. 

But unfortunately it was not only to Mr Bradlaugh himself 
that violence waa used or threatened: those who attended his 
lectures or who were suspected of sympathising with his opinions 
sometimes ran considerable risk. For instance, he. had been 
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lecturing at Portsmouth on Monday, May 10th, on the Irish 
Church and the Land Question, and his lecture created consider
able excitement in the town. Shortly afterwards a "converted 
clown" was holding forth on Por~sea Common, and a man sus
pected to be in sympathy with 1Ir Bradlaugh stayed to listen. 
The converted one frequently addressed the new-comer as an 
"unhappy infidel animal," and so worked upon his pious listeners 
that in the end they turned upon the "infidel," who was "hissed, 
hooted, kicked, cuffed, and knocked about so unmercifully that 
he sought protection" in flight. The whole brutal mob pur
sued and overtook him, "his clothes were almost torn from 
hini, and but for the assistance of several passers-by-some of 
whom also received rough treatment-he would probably have 
been killed." * . 

True, everywhere he went my father met with hate and scorn j 
yet everywhere he' went he also met with a trust and love suchas 
falls to the lot of £elV men tp know. The hate and scorn passed 
over him, scarce leaving a trace, but the love and trust went deep 
into his heart, making up, as he said, for" many disappointments." 
At Keighley "two veterans, one eighty. and one seventy-three, 
walked eleven miles to hear me lec~ure ; and at Shipley another 
greeted nie,seventy-six years old, asking for one more grip of the 
hand before he died."t On Mr Bradlaugh'lr retum journey from 
Yorkshire,' at every station between Leeds and Keighley men and 
women came to bid him good-bye; from a dozen districts round 
they came, .. old faces and young ones, men, women, and 
smiling girls," and he. was moved to the utmost depths of his 
nature to see how their love for him grew with his every 
visit. 

Summer or winter, fair weather or foul, people would come 
many and many a mile to hear 'him speak. At Over Darwen, 
where he had some fine meetings that October, he found that some 
of the poor folk had come in from a distance of "twenty-three 
miles; many had come ten to sixteen miles, some walking steadily 
over the 'tops' through the mist and rain, and having to leave 
home as early as six in the ,morning in order to get to US; one 

* Wut.sUSSUJ (}az~tte, Juno 24th. And theseare the people who affect to 
believe in Mr Bradlaugh's violence and coarseness I "Even so ye outwardly 
appear righteous nJito men, hut within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity. " 

t C. Bradlaugh, in Natilmallle/O'I"TMf', July 1869. 
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sturdy old man declaring that he never missed when I was within 
twenty·five miles of his home."· 

I should like also to note here the open-mindedness shown about 
this time by a Catholio· priest at SeghilL Mr Bradlaugh was to 
lecture in the colliery schoolroom on .. The Land, the People, and 
the Coming Struggle," but almost at the last moment the authori
ties would have none of such a wicked man. Upon hearing this a 
Catholic priest named Father O'Dyer allowed the lecture to take 
place in his chapel at Annitsford, and he himself took the chair. 
Mr Bradlaugh, of course, greatly appreciated this unlooked-for kind
ness on the part of Father O'Dyer, though in his surprise at such 
unwonted conduct he might humorously comment "the age of 
miracles has recommenced." 

In December Mr Bradlaugh was in Lancashire-one Saturday at 
. Middleton, the next day at Bury, where considerable excitement 
had been created by the burlung of the National Reformer in the 
Bury Reform Club· by one of the members; on Monday at 
Accrington, where the lecture was followed by a thre~ hours' 
drive in the night across country, over bad and slippery roads, to 
Preston to catch the London train. At Preston the station was. 
locked up, but Mr Bradlaugh manageel to· get inside the porters' 
room, where there was happily", fire, by which he dozed until the 
train was due. .. Then six hours' rail in the frosty· night, and
back to city work for Tuesday morning. Who will buy onr 
bishopric I" he asked. But to this there was no reply. 

• Of these Darwen lectures all the Preston papers gave long reports. The 
. Conservative Presto", HllraW, thought that" the burning words of eulogium 
[on Mr Gladstone] that fell from the lips of the clever advocate" laid Mr 
Bradlaugh .. open to the suspicion of having accepted a retainer and a brief 
from the astute atstesman '" About 1200 persons attended each lecture, and 
the "quiet village of Darwen was rendered as throng as a fair" by the influx 
of people from 80 many of the surrounding villages. 



CHAPTER XXV. 

IRBLAND. 

J AM now come to a poinl; in my father's history al; which I must 
confess my utter inability to give anything like a just account of 
his work. All I can do-in spite of greal; I;ime and labour almost 
fruitlessly spent in following up the slenderesl; clues-is to relate a 
few facts which must nol; be taken as a complete story, but plerely 
as indicating others of greater importance. The reason for my 
ignorance will be found in. Mr Bradlaugh's own words written in 
1873:-

" My sympathy with Ireland and open advocacy of justice for 
the Irish nearly brought me into serious trouble. Some who were 
afterwards indicted as the chiefs of the so-called Fenian movement 
came to me for advice. So much I see others have written, and 
the resl; of this portion of my autobiography I may write som,! 
day. At present there are men nol; oul; of danger whom careless 
words might imperil, and as regards myself I shall nol; be guilty of 
the folly 6f printing language which a Government might use 
a.,aainst me." • 

That .. some day" of which he wrote never came; and to-day we 
kno\v little more of what help he gave to the chiefs of the .. so:. 
called Fenian movement" than we did in 1873. There is, however, 
one man still living-perhaps there are I;wo, bUI; of the second I 
am nol; quite sure-who could if he chose throw considerable light 
upon this period; but this person I have been unable to reach. 
From the time when, by sending the 7th Dragoon Guards to 
Ireland, the English Government was kind enough to afford the 
newly enlisted Private Bradlaugh an opportunity of sl;udying thaI; 
unfortunate country from within, and by sending him on duty al; 
evictions to bring him face to face with the suffering her wretched 

• .d vtobiogrophll. 
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peasantry had to endure-front that tim'e (in the early fifties) untH 
his death, English misgovernment of Ireland and the condition of 
the Irish people occupied a very prominent place in his thoughts. 
Betweon 1866 and 1868, while Ireland was in a state of agitation 
and insurrection, he frequently brought the subject of her griev
ancea before his English audiences: al:J;icles on the Irish land 
question and the English in Ireland appeared in the National 
Reformer, and he himself took the Irish question as a frequent 
theme for his lectures. "Englishmen," he would say, "have long 
been eloque~t on the wrongs of Poland and other down-trodden 
no-tions, insisting on their right to govern themselves j but they 
have been singularly unmindful of their Irish brethren. Advocacy 
of the claims of Poland showed a love of liberty and freedom. 
Advocacy for Ireland spelled treason. The three great curses of· 
Ireland were her beggars, her bogs, and her barracks. The reclaim
iog of the 1nillions of acres of bogland, now waste, with proper 
security for tenants, would diminish the beggars j and as bogs and 
beggars decreased, contentment would increase, and Government 
would be deprived of all excuse for the retention of an armed 
force." Talking in this strain,' he would strive to win English 
sympathy for Ireland. At meeting after meeting be pointed out 
the evils of our Irish legislation, and won the thanks of Irishmen 
for his II outspoken language." 

The Fenian Brotherhood, was, as we know, a secret ~sociation, 
founded and framed by James Stephens, for the establishment of 
an. Irish Republic. Thd the association was a secret one was the 
fault of the English Government, since it forbade all open and 
orderly meetings; and the more open agitation was suppressed, the 
stronger grew the Fenian movement. Some of the Fenian leaders, 
amongst whom were Colonel Kelly and General Cluseret, came to . 
!oIr Bradlaugh for legal ad vic.e; and one of the results of the 
many consultations held at Sunderland Villa was the framing of 
the following proclamation, which was published in the Times for 
March 8th, 1867, at the end of two or three columns of excited 
accounts of the Fenian rising in Ireland ':- • 

• 11. R.-Proclamation I-The Irish People to the World: 
"We have 8ull'ered centuries of outrage, eruorced poverty, and bitter 

nlisery. Our rights and liberties have been trampled on by an alien 
aristocracy, who, treating us as foes, USUl-ped our -lands, and drew away 
from our unfortunate eauQ.try all material riches. The real owners of 
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the Boil were removed to make room for cattle, and driven across the 
ocean to seek the means of living and the political rights denied to 
them at home; while our men of thonght and action were condemned 
to loss of liCe and liberty. But we never lost the memory and hope 
of a national existence. We appealed in vain to the reason and sense 
of justice ot the ~ominant powers. Our mildest remonstrances were 
met with sneers and contempt. Our appeals to arms were always 
unsuccessful To-day, having no honourable alternative left, we again 
appeal to force as our last resource. We accept the Conditions of appeal, 
manfully deeming it better to dil! in the struggle for freedom than to 
continue an existence of utter serfdom. All men are born with equal 
rights, and in associating together to protect one another and share 
public burdens, justice demands that such associations should rest upon 
a basis which maintains equality lnstead of destroying it. We therefore 
declare that, unable longer to endure the curse of monar.chical govern
ment, we aim at founding a republic, based on universal suffrage, which 
shall secure to all the -intrinsic value of their labour. The Boil of 
Ireland, at present in the possession of an oligarchy, belongs to us, the 
Irish people, and to ns it must be restoreCLWe declare also in favour of . 
absolute liberty of conscience, and the complete separation of Church 
and State. We appeal to the Highest Tribunal for evidence of the 
justice of our cause. History bears testimony to the intensity of our 
Bufferings, and we declare, in the face of our brethren, that we iutend 
no war against the penple of England; our war is against the aristocratic 
locusts, whether English or Irisb, who have eaten the verdure of our 
fields-against the aristocratic leeches who drain alike our blood and 
theirs. Republicans of the entire world, our cause is yonr cause. Our 
enemy is your enemy. Let your hearts be with us. As for you, work· 
men of England, it is not only your hearts we wish, but your arms. 

. Remember the starvation and degradation brought to your firesides by 
the oppression of labour. Remember the past, look well to the future, 
and avenge yourselves by giving liberty to your children in the coming 
struggle for .human freedom. Hdf"noith. WI proclaim the Irish. Republic.» 

.1 "THE PBOVWONAL GoVEBNMEN'l." 

This proclamation was plinted by Colonel Kelly,· who obtained 
possession of some printing works at Islington, and in one night 

• Headingley, p. 106. 
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Bet np thia tamoul manifesto. Mr J. M. Davidson says that the 
document was drawn by Mr Bradlaugh's hand.* Mr Adolphe 
8. Headingley t says that" the informers Massey and Corydon in 
their evidence insisL that Bradlaugh himself drew up the pro'
clamation." In spite of a very considerable search I have not yet 
been able to find the words used by Massey or Corydon; but on 
this point, at least, I am able to quote the highest authority-my 
father himself. I was talking to him in his study one day, and in 
the course of our conversation he pulled down a thick green 
volume-an Irish history-and opening it, put his finger upon this 
proclamation. "Tbey Bay I wrote tbat," he said with a smile • 
.. And did you'" 1 asked. He then told me that the draft of the 
proclamation, as it left his study after being approved, was in his 
handwriting; but that when he saw it in print he found that it 
had been altered after leaving his hands. Unfortunately, I did not 
go over it with him to ask where it had been altered; but 
words written by him in .tanuary 1868 throw a little light on the 
matter. He then said: 

It I am against the present establishment of a republic in Ireland, 
becnuse, although I regard repUblicanism as the best- form of 
government -possible, I nevertheless think that the people of 
England and of Ireland are yet too much wanting in true dignity 
and independence, and too ignorant of their political rights and 
duties, to at present make good republicans. We are growing 
gradually towards the point of republican government; but it is 
not, I think, the question of ~y. A forcible separation of 
Irel:lnd from England would not unnaturally be _ resisted by the 
latter to her last drop of blood and treasure j and I do not believe 
that the Irish party are either strong enough or sufficiently united 
to give even a colour of probability to the supposition of a 
successful revolution." t 

Again, II I do not believe in an enduring revolntion to be effected 
by revolvers j • • • • I do not believe in a lasting republic to be 
formed by pike aid." t 

Hence from Mr Bradlaugh's own words, written in January _ 
1868, it will be seen that he could not possibiy have joined in the 
p~lamation of a force-established republic in March 1867. 

• Weeklv Di.spatcA, November 16, 1879. t Headiogley. p. 104. 
:t Pamphlet OD the lrisb Question. 
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Throughout the year (1867) the country was in a very distlll,bed 
state. The Fenians were numerous, but inefficiently orga.nli!ed; 
they mad .. is)lated attacks on police barracks in Ireland, and 
attempted to seize Chester Castle, which contained a considerable 
store of arms. In September Kelly and Deasy were arrested at 
Manchester, and on the 16th of that month they were rescued 
while being moved with a number of other prisoners in the PQlice 
,"an from the police court to the city jail This rescue was destined 
to cost a number of lives, commencing with that of poor Sergeant 
Brett, whose death was followed, on the 23rd of November, by the 
execution of the three patriots, Allen, Larkin, and O'Brien. For 
several months from the time of the Manchester rescue our houSe 
was watched, back and front, night and day, and two policemen in 
uniform were stationed at Park Railway Station to scrutinise all 
the passengers who alighted there. I hardly know in what light 
my father ,regarded this surveillance, but I do, not think he can 
Ilave taken it very much to- heart; we children looked upon it 
sometimes as a great distinction and sometimes as a capital joke, 
and we must to some extent have reflec1led the mood of our 
elders-not that I mean that Mr Bradlaugh was silly enough to 
regard this unremitting attention on the part of the police as a 
"distinction," but that we could not 80 have felt it had he been 
even a little troubled by it. 

Just before the trial of the Mal!chester Martyrs, Mr Bradlaugh 
wrote a short but most eloquent plea for Ireland. He concluded 
it by urgently entreating: -

"Before it be too late, before more blood shall stain the pages of 
(Jur present history, before we exasperate and' arouse bitter animo
sities, let us. tty and do justice to our sister land. - Abolish once 
and for all the land laws, which in their iniquitous operation have 
ruined her peasantry. Sweep away the leech-like Church which 
has sucked -her _ vitality, and has given her back no word even of 
comfort in her degradation. Turn her barracks into flax mills, 
encourage a spirit of independence in her citizens, restore to her 
people the protection of the law so that they may speak without 
fear _ of arrest, and beg them to plainly and boldly state their 
grievances. Let a Commission of the best and wisest amongst 
Irishmen, with some of our highest English judges added, sit 
solemnly to hear all complaints, and let us honestly legislate, not> 
for the punishment-()fthe discontented, but~l'emove the causes 
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of the discontent. It is not the Fenians who have depopulated 
Ireland's strength and increased her misery. It is not the Fenians 
who have evicted tenants by the score. It iii not the Fenians who 
have checked cultivation. Those who 'have caused the wrong at 
least should frame the remedy." * 

Then came November and the sentence of death upon the four 
men who had taken part in the rescue of -Deasy and Kelly at 
Manchester. Despite the bitter weather that followed, thousands 

- of people assembled at Clerkenwell Green to memorialize the 
Government to pardon the condemned men. Mr Bradlaugh spoke 
at the meetings held there, and at Call1bridge Rall, Newman 
street. But such meetings were of no avail. Englishmen were 
panic-stricken, and sought to protect their· own lives by taking 
other people's. . Eloquence, justice, right are pointless weapops 
when used to combat blind fear. 

Rard upon the "Manchester Sacrifice "-December 13th
followed the Clerkenwell explosion, by which four persons 
were killed and about forty men, women, and children were 
injured, in· a mad attempt to blow up Clerkenwell Prison 
in order to rescue Burke and Casey, who were then on their 
trial. 

This dastardly crime was a shock to all true friends of Ireland, 
just as the crime of the Phamix Park murders was fourteen years 
later. Mr Bradlaugh wrote in the NatianaZ Reformer a most earnest 
and pathetic denunciation of the outrage. He wrote it with the 
consciousness that he might lose many friends by the declaration 
that he had been II and even yet am favourable to the Irish Cause, 
which will be regarded by a large majority as most intimately 
connected with this fearfully mad crime." The Committee of the 
Irish Republican Brotherhood also, I believe, hastened to prote&f; 
against and repudiate the outrage. 

In the same issue of his paper, Mr Bradlaugh had an article on 
the Irish Crisis, in which he laid stressnpon his opinion that "it 
is utterly impoStsible to hope for improvement in the general con
dition of Ireland until the relations of landlord and tenant in Ire
land are completely altered." In January 1868 he published an 
essay on II the Irish Question," which he afterwards issued as a 

• Nal.iMal Re/ONTIM', October 20. 
B 
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pamphlet. * In. this he dealt with four methods which bad been 
put forward as giving a "fair prospect of solution for the Irish 
difficulty." These were (1) Separation of Ireland from England: 
the people deciding their own form of government by vote; 
(2) "Stamping out" the rebellious epirit by force; (3) A Commis
sion of Inquiry into Irish grievances having extensive powers of 
amnesty, to act immediately, and to be followed by the redressal 
of all bona fide grievances; (4) PQlitical enfranchisement of Ireland, 
or a separate legislatMe. The first two methods, which be dis
cussed at some length, he rejected as "impract~cable and objection
able"; the third course he favoured strongly; and the main diffi
culty to the fourth seems to have been the existing suffrage. A 
separate legislature, he observed, had been advocated by "some 
very .thoughtful writers, some able politicians, and some men of 
extraordinary genius." He wound up his essay With an appeal-an 
appeal to the Government and an appeal to the Irish Republican 
party: To both he pleaded for "forbearance, for mercy, for 
humanity." The Irish Republican party he specially and in most 
eloquent language entreated to "repress all violence-to check all 
physical vengeance." 

Ireland was now more than ever the IlUbject of Mr Bradlaugh's 
advocacy, and in connection with it there occurred on the 17th of 
January (1868) a rather curious incident. A gentleman-perhaps I 
ought not to mention his name-who was·a correspondent and friend 
of my father's, belonged to a Quaker Jamily, and was at the period 
of which I write a member of the Society of Friends, although he 
subsequently resigned his membership. He belonged also to a 
discussion society connected with the Friends' Institute, Bishops
gate Street. A debate was arranged upon the Irish question, and 
Mr ---, knowing how interested Mr Bradlaugh was in this 
subject, wrote inviting him to come to the meeting. This friend 

• When he repnblished this 8S a pamphlet it was read by Mr Gladstone, 
who wrote to him the following antograph letter:-

"11 CARLTON TXRRACE, 
July 17, 186B. 

' .. DUB SIR,-I have read your pamphlet with much interest, and with 
mauy important parta of it I cordially agree.-I remain, Dear Sir, yours "err 
faithfully and· obediently, W. Eo GLADSroll& 

.. Mr C. BRADLAUGH." 

This letter is still in my possession. 
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writing to me says: 'u He did come, and by a curious coincidence ,I 
was elected to the chair. Your father spoke, and quite delighted 
the Quakers with his earnestnells and eloquence. They did not, 
however, know who the stranger was, but they pressed him to 
attend the adjourned meeting; he said he would,' and come forti
fied with facts and statistice." My father was extremely gratified 
by the courtesy shown him, and the permission given hixq as a 
strauger to speak for double the usual time. At the same time he 
felt very ,wkward at receiving the cheers, congratulations, aud, 
special compliments, because he feared that they would hardly 
have been 80 freely accorded if his "real name and wicked 
character had been generally known there." His fears were fully 
justified, as Mr ---'s letter to me shows. He goes on to say: 

" After the meeting was over and your father had shaken hands with 
me and gone, the members. crowded round me to inquire ...... who the 
eloquent visitor was. When they found it' was the, at that. time, 
notorious IConoclast, you may imagine their feelings were of a mixed 
sort. And I got into di~grace for introducing him. That I did not 
mind, and I secretly enjoyed their confusion. However, the result was 
that the Secretary of the Society was ordered to write to your father 
and tell him he was oot required to attend again." 

And Mr Bradlaugh actually did receive a letter officially i~vitiDg 
him not to attend their nextmeetiog on the Irish question. 

In February the formation of an U Ireland Society" was 
announced in the National Refol'1ner, This was an effort to 
bring Englishmen together with the aim of forming" a sounder 
public opinion" on Irish matters, but I doubt whether it met 
with the success the idea deserved. It had specially .for its 
objects (1) The. abolition of the Irish State Church ;(2) A 
harmonious settlement of the land question; (3) Education for 
the poor in Ireland; (4,) Atonement for English oppression by 
encouraging Irish Industries. At Leeds, at Sheffield, at New
castle, Mr Bradlaugh spoke to his audiences on the subject of 
Ireland until' they were moved to tears by his pictul'es of the 
:wretched condition of the unhappy Irish people. At Newcastle, 
a warm-hearted Irish Catholic stepped upon the platform and 
gave his earnest thanks "to the orator" for expressing the senti
menta held by all true Irishmen,· and the audicnc~ ,from end to 

• NalioRal &J-. Feb. 16, 1868. 
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end rose cheering and waving their 'hats: At Ashton-under-Lyne 
in April he spoke to an audience of 5000 persops, and reminded 
them that the Irish question might equally be called the English 
question, as it affected Lngland as well as Ireland. Previous to 
this lecture there were rumours of violence, and threats "against 
life and limb," and the .town was in a state of extreme excitement, 
a strong police force were mustered, and one magistrate attended 
the meeting with the Riot Act ready in his pocket! About a 
score or so of Orangemen managed to get into the hall and createu 
considerable disorder at the outset, Dut they reckoned without 
chairman or speaker. The chairman, J. M. Balieff, Esq., J.P., 
despite the outcry raised aga.inst Mr Bradlaugh on account of his 
views on religion, had yet the moral courage to support him in 
his political opinions. The _Orangemen opened up with a storm 
of hisses and groans, which was responded to by the friends 
of Ireland with excited cheering. This went on for some 
minutes, but was quickly quieted when the chairman resolutely 
stated that if it were necessary he should stay there all night, for 
he was quite determined that Mr Bradlaugh should state his views. 
At the conclusion of the lecture MrBalieff publicly rebuked the 
bigotry which, unable to answer Mr Bradlaugh's political advocacy, 
assailed him for his speculative opinions. Amongst other places, 
my father went to Huddersfield to speak on the Irish question. 
My sister and I were in Huddersfield at the time staying with 
some friends, and we, of course went to the lecture, which was 
held in the theatre on Saturday, the 25th of ApriL This is the 

, first lecture of my father's that I distinctly remember. I had 
been present at very, many before, but of those I have only the 
vaguest recollections. The one at Huddersfield stands out as 
a complete picture in my memory. A stormy day, followed by a 
stormy night with strong wind and rain, had not prevented the 
earnest Yorkshire folks from coming to hear" the lad" (as they 
so often called him), and the theatre was full of eager, sympathetic 
faces when we went upon the platform. Mr Woodhead'took the 
chair, and we, my sister and I, sat a 1ittle to the back of the stage, 
where I remember we were much troubled by the cold wind 
blowing round the "wings." So vivid is the memory that it 
seems almost as though I could recall the very words my father . 
uttered, and the tones of his voice-now earnest, now impassioned, 
at one time severely rebuking, at another ardenUy pleading, or 
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gravely narrating. Or there was some joke or amusing anecdote, and 
the audience-who a moment before had been brushing away their 
tears openly or surreptitiously, each according to his temperament 
-now with one conscnt burst into hearty laughter. There was 
one old man in the front row, who with ear-trumpet to ear 
remained eagerly bent forward throughout the whole lecture, so 
unwilling was he to lose -a single word. I was just ten years 
old then, and it seemed a revelation to me ; for the first time I felt 
and realised something of my father's power over men .. 

In spite of fears entertained for his safety as a suspected man 
entering a disturbed country during the suspension of the Habeas 
COI'PUI Act, on the 18th of March Mr Bradlaugh was lecturing in 
Dublin under the auspices of the Irish Reform League. It was 
St Patrick'. day, and "an enthusiastic barrister" whom he knew 
drove him about in his carriage. He wrote home that he heard 
the band play" • God save the Queen,' and the populace acknow
ledged it with a miied sort of hiss and groan, which I believe is 
called • keening.''' The lecture was delivered at the Mechanics' 
Institute, the hall was crammed to its utmost capacity, and lengthy 
report. of the speech appeared in the Freemarts Journal and 
Dublin Evening Post. At the conclusion an address was presented 
to Mr Bradlaugh as some testimony of Irish appreciation of his 
II disinterested and sincere devotion to our country's cause." The 
addres. reads: .. We can but offer you our best thanks and 
warmest admiration, and tender you the unaffected ·aud sincere 
love of warm Irish hearts, thus proving that Irishmen are never 
insensible to kindness," etc. By the light of later events, what 
bitter irony all' this seems I The" sincere love of warm Irish 
hearLs JJ looked much more. like hate and malice i~ the years of 
Mr Bradlaugh'. Parliamentary struggle. However, it was doubt
less honest at the moment, and the greatest enthusiasm prevailed 
amongst the Dublin audience when the address was formally read 
and presented. The proceedings were orderly and unanimous 
throughout; nevertheless when the meeting separated they fOlmd 
the front of the building occupied by a 'detachment of police 
numbering about II. hundred men; inspectors in attendance took 
the names and addresses of those who had taken any prominl'nt 
part in the business of the evening; while the rank and tile 
scrutinised the faces of the audience. The Dublin correspondllnt 
of an Irish C.ltholic paper published in London indulged in a 
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tirade of abuse against Mr Bradlaugb, whom he described as .. the 
hired agent of the English Reform League, the Atbeist Bradlaugb ;" 
but he only aroused a host of· defenders, whose defence, since he 
was unable to answer, he affected to despise. 

When the tum of Elections in 1868 brought Mr Gladstone into 
power, Mr Bradlaugh applied at the Treastiry for the withdrawal of 
the warrant out against General Cluseret for his arrest on the charge 
of treason-felony, but this clemency was refused.· 'With the 
subsidence of the Fenian agitation and the relief anticipated by 
the Disestablishment of the bish Church thel'6 was less and less 
immedi;lte need to Ireland for Mr Bradlaugh's activity, and when 
1870 ushered in the Franco-Prussian War, his energies were 
turned for the time in another and more instantly pressing 
direction. 

• Headingley, p. 107. 
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NORTBA.PTO~ 186& 

THEaB is, I think, not the least doubt that very early in my father's 
life he began to nurse dreams of one day playing his part in the 
legislature of his country, and indeed it is currently reported in 
Northampton that as early as 1859 he spoke to some friends there 
of his wish to represent that borough in Parliament. As I have 
no exact 4\vidence that Mr Bradlaugh went to the town before that 
year, I think the report puts the date a little too early, but in any 
case I do not find that the idea took any definite shape in his 
mind until about the end of 1865 or early in the following year. 
In 1867 it is clear thali the possibility of his candidature was 
realised even by those outside the circle of his personal friends, 
for in the spring of that year we find a sarcastic prognosis of the 
possible results of the extended franchise in a West of England 
paper. in which the writer says: "},Ir Bradlaugh would perhaps 
take the Government of India from the hands of Sir Stafford 
Northcote, his intelligence being Dot less, and his catholicity in 
religious matters making him a more acceptable ruler to the 'mild' 
but shrewd Hindoo." In place of the Government of India ?tfr 
Bradlaugh was destined to take o~her things of not quite so pleasant 
a nature from the hands of Sir Stafford N orthcote, although it is 
rather curious that the WeStern Times should have selected in jest 
an appointment w4ich would have afforded him so much scope for 
good and useful work. 

Some time before anything definite had been said as to my 
father's candidature at the forthcoming ~lections in 1868, it was 
regarded as so much of a certainty that people began spontaneously • 
to subscribe towards his t:lection expenses. In June he notified 
his friends through the National Reformer that he would shortly 
announce the Imme of the borough to which he proposed to offer 
himself, and at the !lame time he would issue his address. f~ 

203 
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was done within the next few days, in the midst of the burden 
and anxiety of the Government prosecution of the RefOT'lTlR!r. 

My father was well known in Northampton. Since he went 
there to lecture on the invitation of Mr Gurney and Mr Shipman, 
he had, as we have seen, many ·times visited the town, and his 
opinions on political, social, and religious questions were thoroughly 
well understood. As his address forms a sort of landmark of 
Mr Bradlaugh's views on many of these important subjects, some 
of which are still hotly discussed, and most of which still await a 
satisfactory solution, I give it exactly as he issued it. 

" To the present and lutu~ e7&;tor. of the burougb. 01 N&rthampton : 
"In seeking your suffrages for the new Parliament, I am encouraged 

by the very warm feeling exhibited in my favour by so many of the 
inhabitants of your borough, and by the consciousness that my own 
efforts may have helped in some slight degree to hasten the assembly of 
a Parliament elected by a more widely extended franchise tban was 
deemed possible two years ago. . 

"H you should honour me by electing me as one of your representa
tives, I shall give .an independent support in the new Parliament to 
that party of which Mr Gladstone will probably be chosen leader; that 
is to say, I shall support it as far as its policy and action prove consistent 
with the endeavour to attain the following objects, which I hold to be 
essential to the progress of the nation :-

"L A system of compulsory National Education, by. which the State 
shall secllre to each child the opportunity of acquiring at least the 
rudiments of a sound English education preparatory to the commence
ment of the mere struggle for bread. 

"2. A change in our land laws, commencing with the abolition of the 
laws of primogeniture and entail; diminishing the enormous legal 
expenses attending the transfer of land, and giving greater security to the 
actual cultivation of the soil for improvements made upon it. 

.. 3. A thorough change in our extravagant system of national expend
iture, so that onr public departments may cease to be refuges for 
destitute members of so-called noble families. 

"4. Such a change in the present system of taxation that for the future 
the greater pressure of imperial taxes may bear npon those who hold 
previously accumulated wealth and large tracts of devised land, and 
not so much upon those who increase the wealth of the nation by their 
daily labour . 

.. 5. An improvement of the enactments relating to capital and labour, 
80 that employer and employed may stand equal before the law, the 
establishment of conciliation courts for the settlement of trade disputes, 
and the abolition of the jurisdiction. in these matters of the unpaid 
ma$istracr· . • 
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"8. A complete separation of the Church from the State, including in 
this the removal of the Bishops from the position they at present 
occupy B8 legiLllators in the House of Lord/!. 

"7. A provision by which minorities may be fairly represented in 
the legislative chambers. 

.. 8. The abolition of all disabilities and disqualifications consequent 
upon the holding or rejection of any particular speculative opinion. 

"9. A change in the practice of creating new peerages; limiting the 
new creations to life peerages, and these only to be given as rewards 
for great national services; peers habitually absent from Parliament 
to be deprived of all legislative privileges, and the right of voting by 
proxy in any case to be abolished. ' 

.. 10. The abolition as a governing class of the old Whig party, which 
has long lince ceased to play any userul part in our public policy. 
Toryism represents obstructivel\ess to Radical progress, but it represents 
open hostility. Whiggism is hypocritical; while professing to be 
liberal, it never initiates a good measure or hinders a bad one. I am 
in favour of the establishment of a National party which shall destroy 
the sy8tem of government by aristocratic families, and give the members 
of the community born poorest fair play in their endeavour to become 
statesmen and leaders, if they have genius and honesty enough to 
entitle them to a foremost place. 

"In order that my competitors shall not have the right to object 
that I unfairly put them to the expense of a contest, I am willing to 
attend a meeting of the inhabitants of your borough, at which Mr 
Gilpin and Lord Henley shall be present, and to be governed by the 
decision voted at 8uch a meeting B8 to whether or not I persist in my 
candidature. 

.. In asking your 8upport I pledge myself, in'the event of a contest, to 
fight through to the Il\8t moment of the Poll a fair and honest fight. 
It would give me special pleasure to be returned &R the colleague of 
Mr Gilpin, whom I believe to be a thoroughly honest and earnest 
representative; and if you elect me I shall do my best in the Hou~e of 
Commons for the general enfranchisement and elevation of the people 
of the United Kingdom. CHARLES, BRADLAUGH. 

"Sunderland Villa, Northumberland Park, Tottcnham." 

In the above address as it appears in the pages of the National 
Reformer for July 5, paragraphs 'I and JJ are lightly struck 
through in pencil by my father's hand, but whether these pencil 
marks have any significance I am not prepared to say. His ideas 
for a reform of the House of Lords certainly went very much 
farther, in later years at least, than those indicated in the ninth 
paragraph. He believed in a single Legislative Chamber and 
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considered two unnecessary, but as a rule he disliked any sudden 
abolition of old-established customs, and therefore in advocat
ing reforms of the House of Lords, he put forward such as would 
lead gradually and naturally to its discontinuance as a House of 
hereditary legislators. . 

This address was read in Northampton to a large audience on 
the last Sunday in June. Two days later, at a pub~c meeting of 
about four thousand persons held in the Market Square, a vote 
was taken as to Mr Bradlaugh's candidature, and only one hand 
was lifted against it. 

The issue of this address and the subsequent public meeting 
produced a considerable flutter in the political dovecots of 
Northampton. A great outcry was raised at Mr Bradlaugh's 
unheard-of audacity in putting himself forward without receiving 
the usual requisition, but, as he calmly explained at a meeling in 
the Northampton theatre a few weeks later, he had for two years 
intended to become a candidate for Parliament, and had determined 
to offer himself to any body of men wherever he thought he had a 
fair chance of success. He believed Northampton was that place, 
and in putting himself forward without formal invitation he did 
not think he had imperilled eithe~ his own dignity or that of the 
electors. The N01·thamptcm Mercury, * the local Whig paper, 
affected the utmost scorn for his candidatm;e, saying that he had 
"no more chance of being elected member for Northampton than 
he has of being appoip.ted Archbishop of Canterbury." .. NOU8 

verrons" was Mr Bradlaugh's only comment upon this declaration, 
which was afterwards taken up and repeated by different papers as 
a sort of bon mot. 

But the disdain of the ·Northampton Whigs waS well balanced 
by the enthusiasm of the Northampton working-men. They threw 
themselves into the work of the election contest, from the very 
outset, with the utmost zeal and ardour; they delivered the 
address by hand at every house in Northampton-and the work 
"as all done gratuitously. And so with all the elections in which 
my father took part: he had neither paid agents nor paid can
vassers; he had no paid speakers (beyond, in some cases, out-of
pocket expenses) and few paid clerks; all such work was freely _ 
and eagerly voluntllercd. Nor were the women less ardent than. 

it ,Tuly 4th. 
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the men. They soon decided upon his election 'colours, and at the 
conclusion of a mecting held by him in the theatre in the' middle 
of July, they presented him witha rosette made of mauve, white, 
and green ribbons, a combination unique amongst election colours, 
afterwards generally identified with Mr Bradlaugh and loved for 
his sake. Some of these same rosettes fashioned and worn at this 
election in 1868 were cast into the grave at Brookwood in 1891, 
and some others, which their owners had carefully treasured for six
and-twenty years, were worn for the last time on the 25th June 
1894, when the statue of Mr Bradlaugh was unveiled in the town 
whose name will be for ever associated with his own. 

Amongst those who came to speak for him the first place must 
be given to George Odger, who was himself trying to win a seat 
at Chelsea. Besides Mr Odger there were the Rev. J. K. Applebee, 
Austin Holyoake, R. A. Cooper, E. Truelove, C. Watts, and 
others, and everywhere the meetings were large and enthusiastic. 
Poor men..;...freethinkers and radicals-throughout..the country vied 
to help in this election; but men in Edinburgh and men, in 
Lancashire could neither vote nor canvass, so they resolved to 
give aid in money. Long and costly 'was the candidature; the 
elections did not come oft' until November, and thus the campaign 
continued over five' months. Some of the northern towns 
endeavoured to raise a regular monthly subscription, some a 
weekly one, and soon long lists appeared in the columns of the 
National Reformer, long lists made up mostly of small sums, 
of threepences or sixpences, or shillings; sUlJls of £1 and over 
were rare, and seldom indeed was there such a heavy donation 
as £10, Mr Bradlaugh's supporters being, with scarcely an 
exception, poor working men. At the end of August john 
Stuart Mill drew upon himself a hailstorm of abuse by sending 
£10 to Mr Austin Holyoake, secretary of the Election :Fund, with 
the following lette: :-

"Avignon, August 28th,1868. 
II DEAB SIB,-I enclose a subscription of £l()' to the fund for defraying 

the expenses of lIr BradIaugh's election to the House of Commons. I 
do so in the confidence that Mr Bradlaugh would not contest any place 
wher~ by so doing he would risk the return of a Tory in the room 
of a supporter of Mr Gladstone, and of the disendowmcnt of the Irish 
Church.-I am, dear Sir, yours very faithfully, J. S. MILL. 

"Aosrnr HOLYOAKE, Esq." 
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Much capital was made out of the assertion that Mr Bradlaugh 
was trying to divide the Liberal vote at N orthamptQn, and so 
let in a Tory, but it was an assertion entirely without foundation. 
Over and over again he stated that it was Lord Henley'S * seat 
that he was trying to win" and that rather than risk the losing 
of it to a Tory he was prepared to submit to a decision of a test 
I!leeting of the electors. At that time there were 5,729 electors 
on the register, and of these as many as 3,400 were new voters, 
so extensively had the new Act affected the voting power in 
the single borough of Northampton. Mr Bradlaugh's offer to 
be governed by the decision of a public meeting of the electorate 
was entirely ignored. " It was in vain," says the writer of the 
little Souvenir book issued on the occasion of the unveiling 
of my father's statue at Northampton, "it was in vain that 
Mr Bradlaugh offered to abide by any fair test that might be 
devised to settle beforehand which of the two Liberal candidates 
in the field should go to the poll." A test ballot had been 
taken at Manchester to decide the claims of Ernest Jones. 
"If, however," continued the writer of the Souvenir, .. the 
Manchester method were 'unacceptable, Ml' Bradlaugh was pre
pared 10 agree to any other form of gauging the opinion of 
the constituency that was equally just to him" and to Lord Henley. 
But the Whigs seemed afraid to put it "to, the tonch," and my 
father's address was rapidly followed by one signed jointly by 
Charles Gilpin and Lord_ Henley. The Tories followed con
siderably later with two candidates, Messrs Merewether and 
Lendrick, and later still came a sixth candidate, Dr F. R. Lees, 
well known as a Temperance advocate. Why he came it is a 
little difficult to say, for before coming he wrote my father that 
he was not hostile to him; and he publicly declared that if he 
were elected in Mr Gilpin'.s place, he would at once resign in 
that gentleman's favour. Mr Bradlaugh therefore asked him, 

. as 'it was impossible that both could win Lord Henley's seat, 
"to at once consent to adopt some course which will avoid 
division of the Radical strength.~ At his first meeting amend
ments were carried in Mr Bradlaugh's favour, but Dr Lees persisted 
right up to the last day, and abandoned his candidature 
"only -on the day of the poll, .when it was too late to prevent 

• The sitting members wCl'e ChlU'les Gilpin al)d Lord Henley. 
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nearly fin hundred electors recording their votes on \Us be
half."· 

During the whole time, from the end of June to mid-November, 
lIr Bradlaugh was of course constantly addressing ~eetiDgs from 
one end to the other of the constituency, and it is rather curious 
to note that in one of his earliest speeches he shadowed forth 
what really happened to him twenty years later. At the con
clusion of an address delivered in the theatre on the 16th of July 
on the subject of "Capital and Labour and Trades Unions," some 
one asked him whether if he were delegated to the House of 
Commons he could" guarantee to enact laws that should satisfy 
all Trades Unions and the public generally." "Certainly not," 
was the reply i "I daresay I should give as much dissatisfaction to 
Trades Unionists as anybody. But that would not be my fault. 
I should act honestly, and if the Trades Unionists were the bulk 
of my constituency, and they thought I acted in contravention of 
my programme, I should resign my trust into their hands." And 
when Mr Bradlaugh did act thus honestly in the matter of the 
Employers'Liability Bill in 1889, the Trades Unions were exceed
ingly dissatisfied with him, and were for the most' part very bitter 
against him. 

In a very short time the Northampton election became the 
subject of discussion everywhere, and the press from one end of 
England to the other had some sort of comment to make upon it 
-hostile to Mr Bradlaugh, of course. The Daily Telegraph, then 
professing Liberal views, was one of the earliest to raise the 'odium 
theologicum against him i t it speculated in pious dismay as to 
II what outrage on good taste and on the conscientious convictions 
of his fellow-citizens • Iconoclast' may not attempt in the wider 
circle to which he seeks admittance," and held up' its Jewish 
hands in holy horror in imagining the possibilities of a time 
"when Englishmen will revile the sublime moralities of the New 
Testament." My father challenged Mr Levy, the editor,' to give 
an instance of any such "outrage" committed by him, adding, 
II I do more than this j the Government have, out of the public 
funlls, paid for shorthand notes of several of my speeches since 
1865. These notes still exist j I know in some cases the actual 

• Souvenir. 
t Daily Telegraph., August 3, 1868. 
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professional reporters employed, and I dare the publication of 
these notes." 

The cowardly insinuations of the Daily Telegraph were printed 
as a placard and posted all over the town, where they p~oduced 
the strongest excitement and bitterness. This placard was quickly 
followed by another of bright green, conveying a message from 
"The Irish Reform League to the Irishmen and friends of Ireland 
in Northampton." Northampton was entreated to return to Par
liament "a man like Charles Bradlaugh, who advocated the cause 
of Ireland with pen and tongue when such advocacy was unpopular, 
if not dangerous." Irishmen in Dublin appealed to Irishmen in' 
Northampton not to deserve the reproach of the defeat of. such 
a man. "We,' the Reformers of Ireland, gladly and heartily 
recommend him: by his works in the cause of Reform we know 
him; as a politician we endorse him; • . • we believe him to be 
true, we have faith in his political honesty, in his undaunted 
perseverance, and in his desire to elevate the downtrodden in our 
land and in his own." * 

In September one of the newly enfranchised electors wrote to 
Mr John Bright for his advice as to the casting of his "maiden 
vote," and received fro!ll Mr Bright t~e following letter in reply:-

. "Rochdale, September 17,1868. 
"DEAR Sm,-I cannot interfere in your election matters, but I can 

answer the question you put to me . 
. "I do not think yon can improve the representation of your borough 
by changing your members. I think Lord Henley and l'lIr Gilpin 
worthy of your support.-I am, yours truly, JOHN BaIGHT. 

"Mr THOMAS JAMES, Northampton." 

* In October Jllr Keevil, chairman of the Irish Reform League, wrote again 
to Northampton. "Our members," he said, II consist of every denomination 
of Christians, and although we regret that Mr Bradlaugh does not believe in 
matters of religion as we do, and probably Mr Bradlaugh also regrets that 
we are not of the SlLme religious opinions as himself, yet we do not think 
such controversial matters can hinder his usefUlness for the people's work in 
the House of Commons. We in Ireland have had special opportunities of 
knowing the value of Mr Bradlaugh's works. • • • The field of Mr Bradlaugh's , 
early labours'was Ireland; the I.ecture Hall in French Street, Dublin, was . 
the arena of his triumphs, and the people soon recognised in him a champion • 

. Private Bradlangh was well known in County Cork many years ago as a man 
who would maintain the oppressed tenante against the injustice of land· 
lordism." 
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When Mr Bradlaugh saw this letter, which was given the· 
fullest publicity, he wrote Mr Bright as follows :-

"23 Great st. Helen's, London, E.C • 
.. September 19, 1868. 

"Sm,-I feel BOme difficulty in intruding myself upon you; but as 
you have taken a step in the Northampton election which I regard as 
prejudicial to my interests, you will pardon my trying to set the matter 
right. At the end of June I iBSued the addreBS of which I enclose you 
a copy; the only other address issued is that of the sitting members 
You will see in myaddreBS that I offered to submit my claims to the 
decision of an aggregate meeting, ·which offer has been entirely 
disregarded by Lord Henley. Whether or not Lord Henley is worthy 
of the support of the electors is a query to which a large proportion of 
the inhabitants of Northampton have already responded; they declare 
that he is not. As to whether I shall make a better member, I here 
offer no other remark than tbat through my liCe I have actively striven 
to advance the cause of Reform; while Viscount Henley has often 
discouraged· and hindered effort, und has only voted in obediellce to 
the irresistible preBBure of public opinion. That you should support Mr 
Charles Gilpin with the weight of your great influence is natural, but 
that you &bould bolster up tumbling Whiggism as represented by Lord 
Henley I confess surprises me: Mr Gilpin's name has been associated 
as a working member in many highly valuable social and political 
reforms. Lord Henley's activity has been nearly limited to the 
prevention of compulsory education, the advocacy of increased-expendi
ture for fortifications, and general care for landed interests.-¥ours 
most obediently, CHARLES BBADLAUGH. 

"JOHN BRIGHT, Esq., M.P. 
II P.S.-I shall take the liberty of printing this letter and any reply 

you may forward me.'L 

T~ my father's letter M; Bright made answer that he had 
written an honest reply to a simple question, with no suspicion 
that he should be considered ·as taking sides wit)l any party in 
the contest, adding some remarks as to his regard for past services 
and a tried fidelity, without any further definite opinion on Lord 
Henley's fitness. But if ?lIr Bright did not suspect that he should 
be considered as taking sides-and my fatqer loyally accepted his 
statement-other people took a different view of the matter, and 
his letter was freely nsed .against Mr Bradlaugh. The Spp.ctator 
was of opinion that Mr Bright had succeeded "in more ·than 
neutralising the effect of Mr J. S. Mill's very injudicious and 
ullexpecteJ testimonial to Mr Bradlaugh's (Iconoclast's) claims as 
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candidate °for Northampton;" whilst the Saturday Review con
sidered that if this letter saved Northampton" from the discredit 
of electing Mr Bradlaugh," Mr Bright would have done the borough 
.. valuable service." 

Finding that this letter had been such a success, the Whigs 
next addressed themselves to Mr Gladstone, asking him if he 
endorsed the opinion expressed by Mr Bright. AIr Gladstone 
promptly replied in these terms:-

"Hawarden, N.W., Sept. 25,1868. 
"Sm,-While I am very unwilling to do or say anything that could 

be construed into interference in any election, I caunot refuse to 
consider the question you have put to me. Having for many years sat 
in Parliament with Lord Henley and Mr Gilpin, I have always con
sidered both these gentlemen entitled to respect and confidence as 
uprigh~ and highly intelligent men, cordially attached to the Liberal 
party.-I remain, Sir, your faithful servant, W. E. GLADSTONE. 

"I send this answer to you individually, and I should not wish it to 
be published uuless you find that your brother-electors wish to know 
the purport of it." . 

I confess that I cannot understand the object of the postscript, 
for it must . be manifest to the meanest intelligence that 
immediately it transpired that an elector had received a communi
cation from Mr Gladstone upon the subject of the representation 
of the constituency, all the rest would be wild with curiosity" to 
know the purport of it." As a matter of course, it was read at the 
next meeting of the Liberal Association, and then reproduced in 
the public press. 

In striving to win Lord Henley's seat, Mr Bradlaugh had not 
only Lord Henley, and Mr Bright, and Mr Gladstone fighting 
against him, but also Mr Gilpin, whose seat he was most anxious 
not to imperil. Mr Gilpin, although personally very friendly to 
my father, felt in honour bound to support his colleague, as he 
repeatedly stated at meeting after meeting: .. Infinitely would he 
rather go back to London the rejected of Northampton than be the 
man who had deserted a friend in order to get another in." Nor 
was this by any means all that he had to contend against; he had 
actively against him nearly the whole of the press of England and 
Scotland, and no terms seemed too vile or slander too mean to use 
to injure him. Of all the newspapers circulating throughout the 
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United Kingdom, there were not more than three or four-of 
which the NeweaBt16 Weekly Chronicle was one-who dared to say 
10 much as a kindly word of him or of his candidature. 

In the town of Northampton itself the opposition of the 
Whigs and the Tories gre'w so bitter and was carried to 
luch an excess that in October it was found necessary to 
form a society for the purpose of aiding working men 
who lost their employment through their support of Mr 
Bradlaugh. 

Dr F. R. Lees started a personal house-to-house canvass; this 
was followed by the joint canvass of Henley and Gilpin-under
taken at the urgent request of Lord Henley, for Mr Gilpin public!i 
declared it to be 8 practice which ought not to be encouraged-and 
then came my father's canvass. Much as he disliked it, he felt 
obliged in-this case to do as the other candidates were doing; he 
issued an address, however, in which he said: "I desire to put on 
record my formal protest against the system of house-to-house 
cMlvassing, in which I only take part in obedience to the wish of 
my General Committee, and because all my opponents having 
resorted to it, some migh~ think me slighting them if I abstained. 
I hold with Mr Gilpin that the system is a bad one. In 
canvassing, I do notco~e to beg your vote; if, you need such a 
pitiable personal appeal, .1 prefer not having your support. I 
come to you that, seeing me, you may question me if you desire, 
and that you who cannot be present at the meetings may have the 
opportunity of better knowing my principles." 

The canvassing in those days of open voting was even harder 
work than it is to-day j but Mr Bradlaugh was gallantly supported 
by 8 number of warm friends, amongst whom he was proud to 
have the veteran Thomas Allsop, and there was also much that 
was inspiring in coming face to face with the ardour and enthusi
asm of the Northampton Radical working men. But if there was 
much to inspire, there was likewise sometimes much to sadden; in 
eeveral instances 8 voter's wife answered that her husband. "must 
look to his bread," "and one threw an ommous light upon the ' 
penalty liable to be paid for a conscientious vote by saying that 
her husband II had lost his situation last election, and this time 
ahe would take care that he voted as his empl~yer wished." My 
father, in the course of his canvass also, as might be expected, met 
with instances of "bitter and coarse fanaticism," which must have 

IS 
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been peculiarly unpleasant in the somewhat defenceless position of 
a candidate making a personal canvass. 

At a great town's meeting, held for the purpose of hearing an 
expression of their political views and an account of their poli~ 
action from the borough members, Mr Bradlaugh's committee 
sent a deputation to ask whether their candidate would be heard. 
They were told that he would be refused admission; he attended, 
and was refused admission, but his friends carried him in. The 
report before me says that "Mr Gilpin, on appearing on the 
platform, shook hands with Mr Bradlaugh and with Dr Lees; 
Lord Henley, supported chiefly by his legal advisers and their 
friends, shook hands with nobody, but shook himself when the 
groans echoed through the building." The four' candidates 
addressed the meeting, but the uproar during Lord Henley's 
speech was so great that he could scarcely be heard, and the 
proceedings terminated with" three cheers for Bradlaugh." 

As the weeks flew. on, fiercer and fiercer grew the fight. The 
Lord's Day-Rest Association came to the aid of the Northampton 
Whigs and Tories, and posted the town with placards headed:
"Do not vote for Charles Bradlaugh unless you wish to lose your 
Sunday rest;" other candidates for other constituencies rushed 
to the rescue. Mr Giffard, Q.C.--..:..now Lord Halsbury, then the 
Tory candidate fot: Cardiff, and the all-time bitter enemy of Mr 
Bradlaugh-said, with that fine regard for accuracy for which he 
has ever been distinguished: "Mr Bradlaugh was' the avowed 
author of a work so blasphemous that one or two boroughs had 
refused to have anything to do with him." * Mr Charles Capper, 
M.P., also betrayed a similar inclination towards fiction. At a 
public meeting in Sandwich he related that he had been 

"told by the hon. member for Northampton (Mr Gilpin) that the man 
whose name you have heard to-night, Mr Bradlaugh, stood in the 
Market Place of Northampton, and taking his watch from his pocket, 
said: 'It wants so many minutes to so-and-so. I will give you 'five 
minutes, and I call on your God, if he is your God, to strike me dead 
in this Market Place! (Loud cries of 'Shame, shame!) That was Mr 
Bradlaugh, the man to whom Mr Mill sends his £10 to support his 

• The latter part of this myth, at least, seems to have gained credence, for 
in July of this year (1894) Mr Courtney is reported to have said at Chelsea 
that .. Mr Bradlaugh had to try constituenoy after constituency because he 
eould not get a majority in any particular place." 
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candidature. Can yon conceive anything more wretched 1 Do you 
think if a man of that kind were to come into this town (A vpice: 'Turn 
him out '). you would not turn him out 1-you would ki~k him out!" 

As will be seen when I come to deal fully with this subject, 
Mr Capper was not absolutely the first to have the doubtful 
honour of reviving this ancient .. watch" story, and applying it to 
?tIr :Bradlaugh, and it is hardly necessary to say of so honourable 
a man as Mr Gilpin that, when my father saw him on the matter, 
he inJignantly denied that he had ever said anything of the kind. 

The P,'imitivB Methodist * jubilantly remarked that "Icono
clast has been made to wince lately by the reproduction of his 
published opinions-vety inconvenient. to him at this time." My 
father's comment on this was that, "as a matter of fact, Mr 
:Bradlaugh's published opinions are about the only things which 
have not been reproduced. His opponents prefer quoting the 
opinions of. others, or else drawing on their imaginations." 

The Saturday Review delighted in an attack on Mr :Bradlaugh 
not merely for its own sake, but even more as a means of injuring 
?tIr Mill I have not heard that John Stuart Mill ever _ expressed 
the least regret for his donation, but had he done 80 there would 
have been small cause for wonder, for he had to pay a heavy 
penalty for his generosity.. It was used against him everywhere, 
and hla own defeat at Westminster was by many persons attributed 
to the outcry raised about his subscription towards my father's _ 
election expenses. Even the mighty Times was not too mighty to' 
add its voice, saying that the countenance Mr Mill had given 
II Iconocll,\st" had given great offence to the middle classes. The 
use of the name II Iconoclast" was quite gratuitous, for Mi Mill did 
not send his cheque to assist in the work of "Iconoclast," the 
Atheist. lecturer ; he sent it for the use of Charles :Bradlaugh, the 
Radical politician. 

It will be a matter of interest to those connected with the 
movement against compulsory vacci~ationto know that during 
the course of this election contest Mr :Bradlaugh attended a 
meeting in the Town Hall called by the Anti-Compulsory 
Vaccination League,. and that, while expressing "no opinion as to 
the theory of vaccination," in view of the many objections urged 

• See article on II Electioneering Rowdies," October 1868, in which, with 
innate delicacy, it SJ'ea¥a oC Mr Brll<llangh as "impudent." 
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,against the practice, he promised to support a demand for a Royal 
Commission for full investigation of the facts. The growth of 
opinion is so gradual that, ~lthottgh indeed there was a Select 
Committee in 1871, it was twenty years before the Commission 
was actually appointed, and tben, as everyone will remember, 
Mr 13radlaugh was bimself nominated to sit upon it. 

On the tenth of November, a week before tbe polling day, my 
mother, -my grandfather (Mr A. Hooper), and we three children 
went to Northampton to attend a special tea-party given in the 
Corn Exchange, and I have a most vivid recollection of the 
enthusiasm then displayed. The time of our expected arrival 

. having become known, hundreds of people, with bands and 
banners, came to meet us quite of their own accord, and when we 
returned to take the· train back to London it seemed to my 
childish imagination as though the whole town must have turned 
out; for the streets were thronged from end to end with men and 
women cheering, singing the new song, "13radlaugh for North-. 
ampton," * laughing and erying in a veritable intoxication of 
excitement, until the moisture stood in my father's own eyes. 

On the Monday after, ten thousand people were gathered in the 
market square 'to witness the nomination of the six candidates. 
The hustings, or, as I find it was sometimes called, the "booby 
hutch," was unusually large. It was built seventy feet long, in 
order to allow ten feet to each candidato and his supporters, and 
ten feet for the Mayor and the Corporation officials. The Mayor, 
Mr J. 11[. Vernon, opened the proceedings ·with a speech, and he 
was followed by the proposer and seconder of each candidate. 
Mr 13radlaugh )Vas proposed by Mr Councillor Gurney, and 
seconded by Mr Dunkley. When these twelve speeches had 
come to an end, it fell to the candidates to address the electors. 
In the course of his speech Mr Gilpin alluded to the complaints 
that had been made against him for standing by Lord Henley_ 
"Now," said he, "I want to do justice to a gentleman who stands 
on this platform. ·Mr 13radlaugh never made that complaint. He 
could honour the' chivalry,' as he was pleased to call it, because 
he knew I could not have a selfish motive to serve in doing as I 

• This song was written by a young shoemaker named James Wilson, and 
was set to musio by another poor but gifted man, John Lowry. Poor Wilson 
died early, but hissongbeeame a sort ofwar·ory in Northampton, and will live 
long in the hearts of his fellow-townsmen. 
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did. If The Mayor, in calling upon Mr Bradlaugh to address the 
eagerly waiting crowd, said: .. Let me say that I have had the 
opportunity of witnessing the conduct of Mr Bradlaugh in pre
senting himself to this constituency. He has acted in the most 
gentlemanly way towards me, and I hope he can say. in return that 
I have acted in the same manner towards him." 

When all the speaking was over, and everyone had had his 
.. ~ay," the Mayor took a show of hands fo): the various candidates, 
and declared the result to be in favour of },Ir Gilpin and Mr 
Bradlaugb, . a statement which was received witli the utmost 
enthusilll!m. 

And yet my father was beaten: crowds did not always. mean 
voters; and so, in spite of grand meetings, in spite of popular 
enthusiasm, he was beaten. Ilis partial canvass resulted in promises 
of 1600 votes, whereas only 1086 were recorded for him, so th~t at 
the last moment 500 at least failed to giv~ their votes as they 
had promised._ In his Autobiography" he himself says: "I was 
beaten; but this is scarcely wonderful. I had all the journals in 
England except three against -me. Every idle or virulent' tale 
which folly could distort or calumny invent was used against me." 

The poll took place on Tuesday the-17th of November, and was 
officially declared by the Mayor from the hustings in the market 
square on 'Vednesday at eleven o'clock. 

The figures were :
C. Gilpin 
Lord Henley 
C. G. Merewethel' 
W. E. Lendrick 
C. Bradlaugh • 
Dr F. R. Lees • 
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2632 
2105 
1625 _ 
1378 
1086 
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t Tbeae were the figures given in NatioMl Reformer, November 22,1868. 
The Northampton Mem.t.ry of that week gives them rather differently, and 
the Souvmir brougllt out in JUDe 1894 again differently. They give the poll 
as fOUOW8:-

Gilpin 
Henley 
Merewether 
Lendrick • 
Bradlaugh. 
Lees • 

MCI·mt.ry. • 
2691 
2154 
1634 
1396 
1086 

49;1 

Souvenir. 
2623 
2111 
1631 
1374 
1069 
492 
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, After the public declaration of the poll the various candidateS 
were supposed to "return thanks" for the support given them, but 
three only-Hr Gilpin, Lord Henley, and Hr Bradlaugh-appeared 
on the hustings. Hr Gilpin in a short speech said:' "I turn 
to Hr Bladlaugh, and I say to him that since I met him in 
Northa1l1pton I have had prejudices removed in reference to him
self, and I say unreservedly, when I observed the peace of this 
town, after the exciting scenes that we have had, I feel, and I 
should not be an honest man if I did not acknowledge it, it is 
owing to Mr Bradlaugh having .used his influence to obtain it." 
These generous words of Hr Gilpin's were received with much 
cheering, and when it came to the Mayor's tum to speak he too said ~ 
"I feel it my duty to acknowledge my obligations to Mr Bradlaugh, ' 
because he not merely endorsed" the sentiments I uttered, * but. 
from tho balcony of his hotel he backed them up by all the pows" 
of argument he possesses in urging you to comply with my wishes. 
I knew the appeal that was being made to you was made under' 
the most exciting circumsliapces, and I felt the way in which it 
was conducted might leave an impression on the people of this 
country for a long time to come." 

Charles Gilpin did more than speak favourably of Mr Bradlaugh 
from Northampton platforms. A day or two after the election he 
wrote to the Morning Star:-

"Sm,-I observe that several papers continue to reHect in strong 
terms on the candidature of Mr Bradlaugb at Northampton, and it is 
not of course for me to defend him; but I think it should be known 
that at the declaration of the poll, the Mayor publicly thanked him for 
his successful efforts to preserve peace and good order in the borough , 
during an unusually exciting contest, and from my own observl!tion 
I can fully endorse. the observations of the Mayor.-I am, sir, yours 
tnlly, . CHARLES GILPIN. 

"November 20." 
. Mr Gilpin: moreover, ut'tdeterred by the furiolls onslaught made 

upon John Stuart Mill, sent a donation of £10 towards Mr· 
, Bradlaugh's election expenses, and in the March before he died he 

recommended Mr Pickering Perry, his own.agent, to vote for him. 
The extracts from lIr Gilpin's and the }[ayor's speeches I have 

taken from the 'Northamptrm Mercury, a paper then thorougbly 
hostile to Mr Bradlaugh, and I confess to a feeling of shame that 

• PrayiJIg that there should be no breach of the peace. 



C:ttA.i>TER nvn. 
SOUTHWARK ELECTION, 1869. 

ABOUT a year after the General Election the appointment of 
Mr Layard 'as ambassador at Madrid created a vacancy at South
wark, and a number of working men electors immediately asked 
Mr Bradlaugh to become a candidate for that borough. Meetings 
were summoned for the purpose of proposing his name, and a 
committee was formed'with a view of promoting his election, and 
a very active committee it proved to be. At a crowded meeting, 
convened by forty of the" chiefs of the Liberal Party," held in 
the middle of November, six names of' possible' representatives 
were brought forward-Mr Milner Gibson, Sir Francis Lycett, 
Sir Sydney Waterlow, Sir John Thwaites, and Mr Odger. The 
"forty chiefs" did not propose Mr Bradlaugh, whose name was 
however received with great cheering, when it was proposed by 
way of amendment by Mr Hearn, a Southwark RadicaL A week 
later a meeting was held to decide upon a candidate to be supported 
by the working-class electors of the borough, and this meeting 
both :rt:r Odger and Mr Bradlaugh were invited to attend. The 
rooIQ, engaged for the purpose was soon full to overflowing, and at 
length the speakers adjourned to the balcony in front of the 
house and addressed the crowd of three thousand people con
gregated in the road below. Mr Odger was unable to come, 
and after Mr Bl'adlaugh had addressed the meeting a resolution 
in his favour was passed by "an overwhelming majority."· He 
said that although he was there at the earncst invitation of 
several working men, he was not to be regarded as a candidate 
until he had issued his address. If Mr Odger came definitely 
before the constituency and was pledged to go to the poll, he should 
not contest the borough himself. 'He wished to see Mr George 
Odger in Parliament, and he believed that he would be an 
admirable representative. 

- • Dailv Newa. 
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Apart from any question of Mr Odger's possible dldagpy 
my father had another reason for hesitating before inc 'ng Iijl.cn· 
heavy expenses as the contest of Southwark would en . :.tt~j 
Northampton election, in spite of the long subscription lists 
up from slender purses, had left him heavily burdened with debt. 
In August (1869) he wrote that he had stiU £250 of borrowed 
money to repay; bi November this had become reduced, though 
even then there was still £100 "due to a friend at Norwich, and 
£20 to another friend in Huddersfield." A debt of £120 will 
8eem a mere bagatelle to a rich man, who will pay more for a handsome 
dog that takes his fancy, and ten times as much for a thorough
bred horse; to a poor man, however, a debt of £120 is a mill
stone. And for that matter, if this debt had been the only one, 
my father would soon have repaid it, but he was hampered on all 
sides. Being so encumbered, he naturally felt bound" to exercise 
extra caution in contracting further liabilities for election purposes, 
especially as the large portion of the funds for such a struggle 
would probably be provided by my working friends throughout 
the United Kingdom, whose subscriptions I have no right to 
take except with the certainty of fighting a creditable if not- a 
successful fight." 

However, at the end of November all hesitation on my father's 
part was brought to an end by the receipt of the following letter 
from Mr Odger :-

"DEAR MR BBADLAUGH,-I have decided on going to the poll. I 
ehallsee the Southwark Committee this evening (November 29th). and 
make the declaration to-morrow. 

"Thanking you for your manly and straightforward conduct,- I 
remain, yours truly, GEO. ODGER. 

cc 18 High Street, Bloomsbury." 

Under these circumstances my father at once announced that 
ho should not seek the suffrages of the Southwark electors. He 
believed Mr Odger had a better chance of being supported by 
voters" who would be afraid of returning' one whom the Dailg 
Telegraph had describe.d as an English 'irreconcilable,'" although, as 
he frankly said, he made no disguise of his wish to be in Parliament, . 
and of his intention to be there as soon as possible. He earnestly 
entreated all his friends in the borough to give theu unreserved 
8upport to George Odgcr, who was a real representative man. 



CHAPTER XXVIII. 

LITIGATION, 1867-1871. 

MR BRADLAUGH took part in so many law-suits during his life that 
people have hurriedly jumped at conclusions, and condemned him 
as a "litigious" man. They have not troubled to consider the 
circumstances of the different suits; it was sufficient that Mr 
Bradlaugh took part in them, and that at once stamped him as 
litigious. Now, as a matter of fact, it will be found· that in a 
large number of cases he figured as defendant in the action, and 
where he was plaintiff I think it must be admitted that it was 
rarely without sufficient cause.' Although many years constantly 
libelled, he seldom brought an action for libel; there were indeed 
such actions, all of which will be found mentioned in this book. 
After he had engaged a hall for lectures, it was no uncommon 
thing for the proprietor to break his contract; and if it was a very 
gross case this occasionally resulted· in a suit, but much more 
frequently he accepted the situation, trusting to time to wear away 
prejudices against him. 

In each of the four cases I am now about to speak of ?lfr 
Bradlaugh was the plaintiff. The first was an action arising 
purely out of his business as a linancial agent, and would have 
little int.erest now were. it not for the terms of the Vice
Chancellor's judgment. The second also arose in the course of 
business, but was greatly complicated by the oath question. The 
third was a-libel case; while the fourth was against the MirHeld 
Town Hall Company for breach of contract. 

In January 1867 the case of the English. Joint Stock Bank 
(Limited) and Charles Bradlaugh was heard in the Court of 
Chancery before Vice-Chancellor Wood. Mr Bradlaugh claimed 
to be admitted as a creditor against the Bank, then in course 
of winding up, for £12,350, or for such less sum as the Court 
might think just and reasonable, in consideration of his having 
negotiated a purchase for the Bank of the banking business of 

iSS 
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Messrs Harvey & Hudson of Norwich for the sum of £210,000. 
The sum thus claimed was the one agreed to be paid him by -the 
general manager of the Bank. The Court decided against him 
for reasons not necessary to enter fully upon here, and the Vice
Chancellor's judgment was reported at considerable length in the 
Times of the folhwing day. The extracts given here are based 
upon the shorthand notes of the case. Vice-Chancellor Wood 
commenced his judgment by referring to IC the great ability with 
which Mr Bradlaugh had argued his case;" and after dealing with 
the arguments at BOme -length, said that he regretted to come -to 
the conclusion that there was no completed agreement which could 
be enforced, .. as Mr Bradlal1gh-to whom he gave -implicit credit 
as to everything stated by him on his own recollection-had no 
doubt been put to very great trouble and anxiety, but in deciding 
against his present claim he would not be shut out from obtaining 
what he could for his services on a quantum meruit. The costs of 
the summons wonld be reserved until the result of such an 
application should have been ascertained. The question had been 
argued with extreme ability by Mr Bradlaugh, and he could not 
possibly have been assisted better by whatever counsel he could 
have retained than he had been by his own advocacy. He had 
put it in the clearest and most concise manner possible, and the 
Court had been much assisted by the whole of his argument. He 
had very fairly produced every document that he knew anything 
about, or which he thought could throw any light upon the 
transaction." The Vice-Chancellor repeated that he gave ~feigned 
credit to everything that Mr Bradlaugh had said; he did not try 
tQ exagger:lte or to improve upon his case; and he was sorry
because he had no doubt that Mr Bradlaugh llad had great trouble 
and anxiety in the matter~hewas sorry that he must decide 
against him on his claim. 

These worde; of Vice-Chancellor Wood's are specially valuable; 
first, as showing a judge's appreciation of Mr Bradlaugh's legal 
ability even when he was arguing a case which concerned an 
ordinary business matter only, and was neither directly or 
indirectly a defence of those principles of liberty of speech, of 
press, or of conscience which were so close to his heart; anu 
next, as a tribute to that calm and well-balanced temperamellt 
which even as a young man of thirty-three enabled him to state 
his case so manifestly without gloss or exaggeration. 
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Later in the same year (1867) my father commenced a suit 
against a gentleman named De Rin. This case went through 
various Courts, and although the subject in dispute was really 

,a private matter, the peculiar course taken by the defendant 
resulted in a public benefit, viz. the extension of the Evidence 
Amendment Act of 1869. The suit, begun in 1867, was not 
finally disposed of until 1870, but during these years the side 
issue of the competency of an Atheist to give evidence involvcd 
so much fighting that my father actually lost about fifteen hundred 
pounds before it was decided in his favour . 

.As endorser of three bills of exchange, Mr Bradlaugh brought 
an action against Mr De Rin as acceptor of the same. The bills 
were drawn in Brussels, and sent for acceptance to the defendant 
in England; he accepted, and afterwards endorsed them to a 
legal gentleman named Gallet,. who in turn endorsed them in 
France to Mr Bradlaugh. The action was brought by the latter 
to enable him to realise the bills in this country, and was 
heard before Mr Justice Montague Smith and a common jury, 
in the Court of Common Pleas, in December 1867. Mr Lumley 
Smith was· counsel for the plaintiff; Mr D. Keane, Q.C., and 
Mr Wood were for the defendant. 

When Mr Bradlaugh entered the witness-box Mr Keane 
interposed, saying: "I have a most painful duty to perform, 
and that is to object to the witness being sworn on account Qf 

. his being an Atheist and holding notoriously Atheistic opiuions." 
MJ.' Keane. repeated that he felt it an extremely painful duty, 
but that he had no discretion in the matter; he had instructions 
to take this objection, and therefore he must take in. He added: 
.. At the same time I must say that I have met Mr Bradlaugh 
several times on business, and have never seen any conduct on his 
part unbecoming a. gentleman." 

Mr Justice Smith: "You have power, Mr Keane, to waive 
the objection. Sometimes it is material to make the objection 
considering the matters in issue. But in the present case is 
it so 1 I consider this a case in which the objection had better 
be waived." 

As counsel against Mr Bradlaugh in the Devonport case, 
Mr Montague Smith, Q.C., had himself examined Mr Bradlaugh 
upon his opinions, but this he considered altogether a different 
matter; this was purely a commercial transaction. 
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Mr Bradlaugh stated that he was l'eady to affirm or to give 
evidence upon oath, and after a short discussion Mr Justice 
Smith said that he should take it upon himself to allow him 
to affirm; but Mr Keane again interposed, urging that he would 
not be competent to do so. Mr Bradlaugh then made his 
counsel formally tender him as a witness, but after some con
versation Mr Keane agreed to admit the facts which Mr Bradlaugh 
was to prove. It was then contended that the endorsement was· 
not valid according to the law of France; but ultimately the 
verdict was given for the plaintiff, with leave to the defendant 
to move the verdict for him on the objections he had raised. 

Mr De Rin accordingly moved the Court of Common Pleas, 
and in July 1868 the Court granted a rule absolute to enter the 
verdict for the defendant, on the ground that the endorsement 
did not confer on the plaintiff the right of suing on the J>ills in 
this country. Mr Bradlaugh appealed against this decision to 
the Court of Exchequer, and the Court of Appeal suggested an 
inquiry' as to the fact whether the endorsed bills came· into 
Mr Bradlaugh's possession by post in England or whether they 
were handed to him in France, and Mr S. Prentice, Q.C., was 
nominated as a referee to ascertain the fact. When the case 
caDle on appeal before Mr Justice Lush in October 1868, in the 
Exchequer Chamber, bail had to be given for costs, and Mr 
Austin Holyoake was tendered as such bail; but Mr Wood, 
counsel for the defendant. De Rin, objected to Mr Holyoake as 
not competent to take the oath. "I am known to be a Free
thinker," wrote Austin Holyoake, with just indignation, "and 
it is therefore competent for any solicitor or barrister to openly 
insult me by calling in question my ability to speak the 
truth." 

After a very long delay, in December 1869 the case came 
before Mr Prentice to ascertain, as I have said, whether the bills 
were delivered to Mr Bradlaugh in England or in France. Once 
more Mr Bradlaugh presented himself as a witness, to prove 
their delivery to him in England, and ovee more, despite tho 
passing of the Evidence Amendment Act in the previous August, 
his evidence was objected to. Mr Bradlaugh appeared in person, 
and Mr Wood, who had been counsel for the defendant at the 
hearing before Mr Justice Lush, again appeared for him. On 
Mr Bradlaugh tendering himself as witness, Mr Wood-who, like 
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his predecessor Mr Keane, said that, acting under special instruc
tions,' he took a course which gave him considerable pain-asked 
him: "Do you believe in God'" 

Mr Bradlaugh's objection to answer this question was followed 
by a long discussion, at the end of which Mr Prentice held that he 
was bound to answer. Again Mr Wood put the question: "Do you 
believe in God'" 

Mr Bradlaugh: "I do not; that is, I do not believe in any being 
independent of the universe, governing or ruling it." 

Mr Prentice: "Do you believe in a future state of rewards and 
punishments 7 " 

Mr Brs.d.laugh: ".After death, certainly not." 
"Then," said Mr Prentice, .. I must refuse your evidence." 
A day or so later my father, undaunted, carried his ease before 

Mr Justice Brett at Judges' Chambers, and asked for an order to 
compel Mr Prentice to take his evidence; but Mr Justice Brett 
held, although with some doubt, that Mr Prentice was not 
authorised by the Act of P~rliament to administer the alternative 
declaration. * The Judge added that Mr Bradlaugh ought to have 
liberty to apply to the Court against the decision, and endorsed 
his judgment with the opinion that it was "a fit case to go before 
the full court." 

A few days after this refusal of Mr Prentice to hear his 
evidence, and Mr Justice Brett's confirmation of this refusal, Mr 
Bradlaugh .was called as a witness in the Central Criminal Court 
to prove the signature of Dr Shorthouse of the Sporting Times in 
an action for libel brought by Sir Joseph Hawley. On bis 
objecting to take the oath he was readily permitted to give his 
evidence upon affirmation. Such was the cOll.,.fusion in which the 
law of evidence was left after the passing of the Evidence 
Amendment Act of 1869. A witness perfectly competent to give 

* The Evidence Amendment Act 1869 (32 and 33 Vict. c. 68) enacted 
,. that if any person called to give evidence in any court, whether in a civil 
or criminal proceeding, shall object to take an. oath, or shall be objected to 
as incompetent to take an oath, such person shall, if the presiding judge is 
satisfied that the taking of the oath would have no binding 'effect upon his 
conscience, make the promise and declaration the form of which is contained 
in the same section." Mr Prentice, as arbitrator, did not consider himself II . 
"presiding judge" within the meaning of the Act, and was not therefore 
qualified to satisfy himself as to the state of a witness's conscience. 
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evidence in one Court was incompetent in another, or else it. was 
a matter of doubt whether he was competent or not. 

In January 1870 Mr Bradlaugh carried his case before Lord 
Chief Justice Bovill and Justices Keating, Brett, and Montague 
Smith, in the Coun of Common Pleas; but after half-an-hour's 
argument the Judges refused to hear him on the ground that he 
was not moving on affidavit. .. That is," said Mr Bradlaugh, .. I 
was sent back to be swom as to the refusal of my testimony before 
I could be allowed tc') argue that I was not liable to take the oath, 
and before I could be allowetl to claim that I had, notwith
standing, the right to give evidence." A very pretty tangle of 
contradiction I 

He then proceeded to satisfy all conventions by swearing 
(affidavita could not then be affirmed) that Mr Prentice did not 
.conaider him competent to give evidence on oath, nor himself 
competent to receive the evidence on affirmation. Mr Bradlaugh 
returned two days later to the Court of Common Pleas and asked 
that .. Mr Prentice be directed to take the evidence of Mr Charles 
Bradlaugh on the fact to be stated in a special case." After a very 
long argument the Court decided that it had no power to give 
directions to an arbitrator. . 

Although no more advanced than when he first brought his 
action in the winter of 1867, Mr Bradlaugh did not even yet· 
despair, but determined to carry his case to the highest possible 
legal tribunal. Pending the final decision of the law, petitions 
were got :up all over the country and sent into Parliament, praying 
for a further amendment of the Act. 

On the 7th of February the case was mentioned at the Sittings 
in Error; but although there were seven judges present, Lord 
Chief Baron Kelly refused to proceed with it in the absence of the 
Lord Chief Justice.. He said that' the case was one "of the 
greatest possible imporlance, not only in this country~ but through
out all Europe; it was therefore of imporlance that the Coun 
should be 80 constituted as to insure general satisfaction with its 
decision. The ~rd Chief Justice Cock~um had been present 
when an argument on part of the case had been heard; it would be 
advisable, therefore, that the case should stand over until the 
Sittings in Error after the next term." 

In consequence of this, it was not until the 16th of May that 
the long-drawn-out proceedings in this suit-involving at the outsct 
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a simple business transaction, but now including far wider issues
entered upon. their final stage. For more than two years justice 
had been persistently perverted from its course, and used as the 
tool of fraud, but now at length matters wore a different aspect. 
The case was heard in the Court of Exchequer Chamber, before 
Lord Chief Justice Cockburn, Lord Chief Baron Kelly, Justices 
Blackburn, Mellor, and Lush, and Barons Channell and Cleasby. 
The Court was unanimous in its decision that the endorsee was 
entitled to sue, and. that the verdict must be entered for Mr 
Bradlaugh. The Lord Chief J ostice remarked that the defendant 
had no merits at all in the case; he had relied upon· this "some
what unrighteous" defence, and the judgment now given was "in 
accordance with the good sense ~d justice and equity in the 
case." 

So, in the end, my father won his suit, but the victory was very 
costly. The judgment of the Court of Exchequer did not entitle 
him to recover any of the expenses he had incurred in fighting 
the oath question. Upon that point the decision of the Court of 
Common Pleas was final. In a public statement made at the end 
of the year at. Bristol, in reply to some observations which had 
fallen from Professor Newman, lIfr Bradlaugh remarked that in 
contesting the oath question in the law courts he had himself lost 
£1500. This was an allusion to his losses in the De Rin case, 
the costs in which alone reached to more than £1100; in addition 
to these enormous eosts, he lost his debt of £360 because the 
Christian De RID, who objected to the evidence of an Atheist, 
became bankrupt when the case was finally decided. 

Before the passing of the Evidence Amendment Act in 1869 
all persons who disbelieved in God or in a future state of rewards 
and punishments were held to be incompetent to give evidence in 
a Court !?f Law. Freethinkers had long and bitterly felt the 
injustice and hardship of their position i and in 1868 and 1869, 
after the first action in the case of Bradlaugh and De Rin, a 
most determined effort was made to move Parliament to amend 
the law of evidence. The National Secular Society sent in 
petitions to the House of Commons, and the Executive of that 
Society put itself in communication with members of both Houses. 
Mr Bradlaugh said in 1870 that they tried "to pass a much more 
distinct clause in favour of Freethinkers than the one as it now 
stands, which is in its legal effect entirely different from the clause 
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a. originally drawn by the Hon. Mr Denman, and printed in the 
Bill first read before the Commons. It is Lord Cairns to whom 
we were ultimately indebted for the main words which really 
serve UB in the Act of 1869." 

In 1870 another Bill, prepared by the Hon. G. Denman and lIfr· 
Locke King, was passed through Parliament to further amend the 
law of evidence, but it only met such difficulties as had arisen in 
the case of Bradlaugb and De Rin, and did not touch the law as 
it related to jurymen, affidavits, or Scotland. . Mr Bradlaugh was 
continually urging members of the House to get these points 
amended, but nothing further was done until he himself carried 
his Oaths Act of 1888, by which the whole law relating to oaths 
was radically altered. , 

Until the passing of this Act, jurors without religious belief 
were liable to be committed to prison if they refused to be. sworn, 
and the law, did not permit them to affirm. Affidavits on inter
locutory proceedings could (>nly be made upon oath. In Scotland 
ill Atheists and disbelievers in eternal torment were, in addition, 
incompetent as witnesses. 

In any case, too much discretion was left to the Judge, who was 
supposed to satisfy himsalf, according to the monstrous formula 
laid down by the Act, that the oath would have "no binding 
effect" upon the conscience of a heretical witness. A promise is 

. binding upon the conscience of an honest man in whatever form 
it may be made, and it put Freethinkera in an entirely false 
position. to be obliged to assent to the statement that some par
ticular form was not binding upon them. Conscientious witnesses 
who wiahed to affirm hardly knew what to answer whim the Judge 
'put the question to them, and he would not always be satisfied 
with the mere statement that the oath gave no additionally 
binding effect to the promise. And sometimes his assent to the 
formula would be used to the discredit. of a witness. I myself 
(lnee heard Baron Huddleston tell the jury that it was for them'to 
consider ,,"hat was the value of the evidence of a witness whom an 
oath ~"ould not bind. 

Amongst the multitude of papers hostile toMr Bradlaugh's 
candidature for Parliamentary honours in 1868 was one called the 
Razor. This journal went so far in its condemnatory strictures 
lbat Mr Bracllaugh feIt-as his counsel, Mr Digby Seymour, put it 

T 
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-that he had DO option but to bring an action against the pro
prietor. The Razor must have been in a general way a tolerably 
obscure publication, for when t went to look it up in the British 
},{useum, no trace of it could be discovered, although the officials 
there took considerable pains to find it for me. But the article 
agaiust Mr Bradlaugh had been recopied from its columns and 
widely circulated in Northampton, where it was calc:uIated to pro
duce serious mischief. Later on Northampton grew accustomed 
to hearing my father accused of every possible crime, and, knowing 
their absolute falsity, became hardened to such slanders; still, at 
that time the acquaintance was comparatively young "between 
Northampton and the man whose statue it has this year placed in 
one of its most public thoroughfares. 

The libel endeavoured to connect Mr BradIaugh with Broadhead 
(of the Sheffield trade outrages), and with the misdeeds of which 
Mr Montagu Leverson had been guilty two years after my father 
quitted his office. It was published on August 15th, and was read 
by Mr Bradlaugh on the 19th. He at once telegraphed a demand for 
an apology, and on the same day received a letter from the proprieto! 
saying that the editor, who was then absent, would be requested to 
offer a suitable apology. This the editor showed no inclination to 
do, and some correspondence .ensued. Ultimately the Razor people 
agreed to publish a statement of facts if Mr BradIaugh would draw 
it up and send it to them. This he did, but the statement did not 
appear, and, tired of these proceedings, in October he issued a writ 
against them. The case came on in December, at the nisi prj," 
sittings at the Guildhall, .before Mr Justice Blackburn and a com
mon jury. Mr Bradlaugh did not conduct his own case, but Mr 
1;>igby Seymour, Q.C., and Mr Day appeared on his behalf, while 
the defendant Mr Brooks was represented by Mr O'Malley, Q.C., 
and Mr Griffiths. 

No attempt was made to justify the libel, nor was any apology 
offered, although Mr Digby Seymour intimated the willingness 
of his client to accept .it even at that late hour. Mr Bradlaugh 
was the only witness (the defence called no evidence whatever) 
other than those required for formal proofs; and, ha,!ing no case, 
the counsel fo! the defence endeavoured to excite the prejudices of 
the jury by cross-examining him as to his theological opinions. 
The method pursued by Mr O'Malley was so gross that, lest I seem 
to do him an injustice, I will quote the exact words of the 
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report of his cross-examination. After asking a number of 
questions about Broadhead and trades unions, Mr O'Malley asked: 

"Do you believe in the exjstence of a God 7" . 
C. BIlADLA'OGH: I decline to answer thaI! question, because, according 

to the present law8 of this country I might by 80 doing render myself 
lisble to prosecution. 

AIr O'M.: Have you not said, " There is no God" 1 
C. B. : No; on the contrary, I have repeatedly said and written that 

an atheist does not say" There is no God." 
Mr O'M. : Have you nol! made statements in public againsl! the 

existence of God' 
C. B. : I decline to answer that question. 
Mr O'M.: Did you not once at a public lecture take out your watch 

and defy the Deity, if he had any existence, to strike you dead in a 
certain number of minutes 7 

C. B. : Never; 8uch a suggestion is utterly unj,ustifiable. 
Mr J 'OS1'IOH BLAOKBURN: If any issues in the action depended on this 

course of proceeding, lIr O'Malley, I should not object, bllt I cannot 
8e8 that these questions have any relevance to the matter before us. 

Mr O'M. : I think I shall be able to show by a few questions more 
the importance of the plaintiff's answers. Are you (to plaintiff) a 
writer in the National RefO'T'1TlM' And have you wrj.tten under the 
name of " IcOnoclast" 7 

C. B. : I decline to answer these questions, because prosecutions for 
penalties are at present pending against the National ReJo7"11Uf' at the 
instance of the late Government. 

lIr O'M.: Did you write this passage, which appeared in the 
National Reformer .. "There is a great big monkey," etc. [fable already 
reCerred to on p. 233]. 

C. B., after some hesitation: I might reCuse ·to answer this question 
on the same ground I have reCused to answer the other questions. 
I preCer, however, to answer, and I say thst passage did appear in a 
paper with which I was connected, but was nol! written by me. IIJ was 

. part of a translation of a German fable, and was copied nearly two 
yean ago into the Satwrday Review without the context. If the context 
were read with it, the meaning of the passage would be entirely differ
ent. It related as much to Hinduism as to Christianity. I wrote a 
reply to the Saturday Review at the time.· . 

lIr O'M. : Did you ever take legal proceedings against the Saturday 
Review for puhlishing this article I 

C. B. : No; I considered ita criticism on my opinions, and answered 
it by other articles in other papers. I should never sue a journal for 
an attack on my opinions. 

• This reply was refused insertion. 
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Mr O'M. : Do you believe in the truth of the Christian religion 1 
C. B. : I decline to answer, because it is a prosecutable offence for a 

man to deny the truth of Christianity after he had been brought up in 
its tenets: 

The defence, as I have said, callcd no witnesses; but Mr 
O'Malley was a host in himself, and as far as the jury were con
cerned, the "eloquence" of his address more than made up for 
the weakness of his case. He said that from Mr Bradlaugh's 
refusals to answer his questions, "it is fair to assume that he has 
no character to be injured by such a criticism as this,"-meaning 
by that that an Atheist had no character to be injured when his 
principles were likened to those of such a man as Broadhead, a 
"self-confessed assassin," and his morality to that of a mall 
compelled to flee the country on a charge of fraud. Mr O'Irlalley 
went on to say that while it would have been better if the article 
had not appeared, "it was nonsense to talk of it as injury to the 
notorious character of such a man. _The smallest amount of 
damages would be sufficient' to set up the character of that • noble' 
man. ',He asked the jury, as Christian men, to refrain from giving 
their endorsement to that man Bradlaugh, to that man Bradlaugh. 
to that'man Bradlaugh." _ 

In the course of his summing up, Mr Justice Blackburn said 
that .. all in Court must have been disgusted with some of the 
questions which had been put in cross-examination." That all 
were not disgusted was soon II-pparent, for, after a short consulta
tion, the jury, feeling bound to respond to this appeal to their 
Christianity, returned a verdict for the plaintiff indeed, but with 
one farthing damages. 

My father was deeply hurt at the mockery of this verdict, and, 
overcome by a sense of helplessness in the face of such intolerance. 
he wrote these bitter words:-,-

"OUTLAW OR CITIZEN! WHICH AM It 
II When at Bolton I sued for damages occasioned by the breach 

of contract for the hire of the hall in which the lectures were to 
be delivered, I was non-suited by the County Court Judge on the 
ground that the lectures to be delivered were illegal (although 
there was, of course, no possible evidence of what r should have 
said). When I was illegally arrested at Devonport, confined in a 
damp cell for one night, and twice brought before the magistrates,_ 
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au Exeter jury, although they in point of fact decided entirely in 
my favour, gave me one falihing damages; and Lord Cl).ief Justice 
ErIe, on appeal to the Court sitting in banco, laid down the 
doctrine that the imprisonment which prevented a man like myself 
from making known his views (although that imprisonment had 
been by the verdict of the jury utterly unjustifiable) was rather a 
benefit to the individual imprisoned than a wrong for which 
damages could be sought. When, at Wigan, the evidence of 
myself and a gentleman and his wife were all refused by the 

. County Court Judge, on the ground of our being. all well-known 
Secularists, I was legally robbed of nearly thirty pounds. When 
concerned about three years ago in another litigation, 'the state
ment of my opponent that I was I Iconoclast, the Atheist,' 
sufficed to defeat me. When I sued as plaintiff last year in an 
action to which there was no defence [BradIaugh v. De Itin J in 
the Court of Common Pleas, my evidllnCe was objected to on 
account of my disbelief in the Scriptures. When on appeal on 
a point of law I tendered Mr Austin Holyoake as bail, he was 
refused because he was a well-known heretic, and could' not 
therefore be allowed to be sworn. Now I am grossly libelled, 
the libel is not justified j the only cross-examination is on my 
opinions; and the counsel for the defendant, who actually admits 
that the'libel ought never to have appeared, asked the jury to give 
me the smallest po~sible damages because I am an Atheist. The 
jury respond to his appeal to their religious prejudices, and I get 
one farthing damages. Wllat am I to do' If when I am libelled 
I take no notice, the world believes thE! libel. If I sue I have to 
pay about one hundred pounds costs for the privilege, and gain the 
smallcst coin the country knows as a recompense. Duelling is 
forbidden alike by my code of morals and the law of the country. 
If I horsewhip the libeller, I am punishable for assault. Am I 
outlaw or citizen-which 1 Answer me, you who boast . your 
Buperiority; you whose religion makes you better than myself. 
What mockery to tell me that I live in a free country, when it is 
thus justice is dealt out to such as I am I • 

" CHARJ.ES BRADLAUGH." 

In January (1869) Mr Bradlaugh prayed the Court to grant him 
a rule for a new trial, and Lord Chief Justice Cockburn observed 
that liDO one could say that becam.e a man was an Atheist (even 
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assuming "him to be one) anyone was entitled to say he was a 
murderer or a swindler. That, however, probably was not quite 
the way in which it was put to the jury; it was probably put 
rather in this way, that when a man had publicly put forth certain 
sentiments in certain language, it might be that his charB!)ter was not 
such as deserVed or required much vindication. As a general prin
ciple the damages in actions of tort, especially in actions for libel, 
were eminently for the jury." Mr Justice Mellor made some-similar 
remarks, and Mr Justice Hannen having put some questions as to 
the refusal of the apology and the manner of the denial of the 
cbarge, the Lord Chief Justice granted the rule." 

It never came to a new trial, however, for in the following 
November the defendant, Mr Brooks, withdrew tho "whole of the 
charges against Mr Bradlaugh and apologised for their publication, 
but his solicitor intimated that he was in no position to pay the 
costs. Therefore, although my father obtained the barren satis
faction of this tardy apology and the withdrawal of the charges, 
it cost him not less than £200. The Razor itself did not survive 
this litigation, for before the new year of 1869 had dawned it was 
already discontinued. 

In accordance with the wishes of some Yorkshire"friends, lh 
Bradlaugh had promised to give two political lectures in Mirfield 
on the 18th and 19th November 1870. The Mirfield Town Hall 
was engaged for this purpose on the 21st of September, and the 
lectures annoul'lced were-" War: its Effect upon European PeopleS'. 
and an Appeal for Peace," and "England's Balance Sheet." The 
hall belonged to a Company, and when it was realised that their 
property was let to the wicked Atheist for the purpose of pleading 
the cause of peace in Europe, some of the directors objected, and 
objected so strongly, to the proposed desecration of their building 
that they determined to back out of the agreement under the pre
tence that the hall-keeper had no authority to let it, although, in 
fact, he ha<l....!~ken four guineas, money paid for the hire of the 
hall, and had given a receipt for it. Mr Bradlaugb persisted in his 
right to lecture, and on making inquiries learned that the hall
keeper bad let the hall on former occasions without any objection 
on the part of the directors. In order 1;0 complicate matters the 
Directors let the hall for the dates assigned to Mr Bradlaugh to a 
party of Ethiopian serenaders. 
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A. Mr Bradlaugh made no sign of yielding wheh the time 
arrived, the assistance of the police was summoned, and the hall 
was guarded, inside and out, by a body of constabulary numbering 
about thirty men, under a superintendent. The directors evidently 
loved war better than peace. }\fr .Bradlaugh reached Mirfield at 
about a quarter past six on the evening of the 18tl}, but, fearing a 
disturbance, he went straight to the Town Hall, at once and alone, 
although the meeting was not summoned until eight o'clock 
Upon reaching the hall he found it prepared for a siege; in 
addition to its garrison of police, it was barricaded with huge 
baulks of timber. ~e held some conversation with the Superin
tendent of the Police, wbo was sufficiently polite, and the Chair
man of the Board of Directors, a gentleman particularly prominent 
in his opposition to Mr Brad1augh, and now present to watch over 
the premises in person. During the conversation a crowd of about 
four hundred people collected, but at my father's request they 
remained perfectly quiet and took no part in the proceedings. Mr 
Bradlaugh then endeavoured to open the door, but in addition to . 
being strongly barricaded the handle was held by Mr Johnson (the 
Chairman), and another man, the former of whom boasted that he· 
would spend a large sum to keep Bradlaugh out of Mirfield. 
Finding the forco against him too great, my father, .after a littl~ 
struggle, gave up the attempt to enter. 

He at once commenced an action against the Town Hall 
Company, but owing to various delays the suit was not tried until 
the summer of 1871. It then came on at the Leeds Assizes on 
August 7th, before Mr Justice Mellor and a special jury. Mr 
Bradlaugh conducted his own case, while Mr Digby Seymour, 
Q.C., and Mr Mellor appeared for the Han Company. Mr 
Bradlaugh opened in "a very temperate speech" of " great 
clearness," and then called his witness, Mr Stead, to prove the 
hire of the hall. Mr Stead had to go through a preliminary 
confusing examination as to his fitness to make affirmation, 
although Mr Justice Mellor was as considerate as the obnoxious 
wording of the Evidence Amendment Act would allow. Objection 
being taken to certain questions Mr Brad1ilUgh wished to put to 
his witness, my father was obliged to go into the witness-box 
himself to prove the points. Of course Mr Digby Seymour could 
not forget the lesson in tactics learned a few months before from 
Mr O'Malley, and like his -opponent in the Razor case-though 
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happily with less coarseness-'seized the opportunity thus offered 
to rouse the religiou§ prejudices of the jury, although the Bole 
question in dispute was the validity of a contract made by the 

. servant of a Company on its behalf. . 
But relevant or irrelevant, by hook or by crook, the' religious 

question was almost invariably dragged in against Mr Bradlaugh: 
and just as invariably a bad case was bolstered up by diverting the 
minds of the jury from the real merits of the case to Ii contempla
tion of the wickedness of Atheistic opinions. Hence, according to 
the usual procedure, Mr Digby Seymour began: 

"You are the proprietor of the N ationaZ llejOf'mer, I think'" . 
Mr BRADLAUGH: I decline to answer that question on the ground that 

it might make me liable to a criminal prosecution. I am threatened 
with one at the present moment. 

Mr S. : Oh, you state that, do you' 
Mr B.: Yes, I do. 
Mr S.: I think you hold strong opinions on political subjects as well 

as on religion ¥ 
Mr B.: Well, I holl1 opinions some of which arll similar to those held 

.bY Dean Stanley, Mr J. S. Mill, and others. 
Mr. S.: Without putting it unfairly, you hold extreme opinions' . 
Mr B.: I hold opinions held by a great many of the first men in 

Europe. 
Mr S.: And I suppose, as you have refused, I must not ask you any 

question as to the contents of this NationaZ llejOl"TM1' (holding one iu his 
hand). May I ask if you think Christianity has a ludicrous aspect' 

Mr B. : You may ask, but I shall not answer the question. 
Mr. S.: Do you know a work called "The Ludicrous Aspects of 

. Christianity'" Is it in your library I 
Mr B.: It is not in my library. 
Mr S.: Then you think that Christianity has a ludicrous aspect' 
Mr B. : I cannot answer that. 
Mi S.: At all events, under your eloquent handling, I believe 

Christianity has been made to assume ridiculous aspects I 
Mr B.: I have never written such a pamphlet as you refer to, nor 

delivered lectures under such a title. 

At this point the Judge interfered, and after pointing out that 
the lectures to be delivered at JIrlhf\eld were of a political character, 
warned Mr Seymour that such questions were unnecessary. "If 
they were to destroy Mr Bradlailgh's credit I should not object, 
but there is really no part of his evidence in dispute," he said. 
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As lIr Bradlangh haJ not otherwise sufficient evidence of the· 
lettings of the hall, he was obliged to call the hall-keeper himself. 
This man, Thomas Balme, was, as might be expected, a very 
unwilling witness, with " peculiarly defective memory. Having 
heard him, Mr J ustico Mellor came to tho conclusion that he 
really had no authority to let the hall, and that consequently the 
plaintilf must be non-suited. 

Mr Bradlaugh decided to try for-a. new trial, and applied to Mr 
Justice Willes at Judges Chambers a few days later that judgment 
might be stayed until the fifth day of Michaelmas Term, in order 
to enable him to move the Court of Queen's Bencb. Mr Thomas 
Chitty appeared for the defendants. 

When Mr Justice Willes read the receipt, which ran as follows: 
"Mirfield Town Hall Company, Limited. Mr Charles Bradlaugh 
have taken the Hall for two nights, November 18th and 19th, for 
the sum of four guineas. Paid 21st of September 1870. Thomas 
nalme, Hall-keeper, !iabal to damages,"-he)aid to 1fr Bradlaugll, 
.. I shall be very glad if you can make out that the law helps you, 
for I think your case a very hard one. (Turning to Mr Chitty) 
With such a receipt and memorandum as this, having paid my 
four guineas, I should most certainly expect to lecture. It is very 
hard for the plaintiff so be defeated by the mere statement of your 
own servant thlit he had no authority." 

Mr Chitty opposed the application. "There is really no good 
grolmd shown for a new trial," he said. "Perhaps at this moment 
no legal ground," replied the Judge, "but a strong suggestion 
which I am inclined to listen to. This is an application by a 
plaintiff who will be stopped if I do not aid him, and the circum
stances, not ordinary ones, are certainly in his favour." 

In the end it was arranged that Mr Bradlaugh should have an 
. opportunity to move, if he could pay £60 into Court within seven 
days, and on his side my father pledged himself not to trouble the 
Court unless he was quite satisfied that he could prove that Balme 
had let the hall on other occasions. I' gather that he was unable 
to get sufficient evidence on this point, for he carried the case no 
further. The taxed costs of the Mirfield Town Hall Company 
amounted to £98 1s., and as 1Ifr Bradlaugh was unable to pay 
this at once an attempt was.made to enforce immediate judgment, 
but this failed, and it was ultimately arranged that Mr Bradlaugh 
should pay £10 per month. So here was another addition to debt 
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to the load of an already over-weighted man. The debt incurred 
in the Devonport trial took him three and a half years to pay. 
Happily, his own expenditure in this (the Mirfield) case was 
covered by the subscriptions of his poor friends, and they also 
ultimately contributed .£25 towards the costs of the Hall 
Company. 



CHAPTER XXIX. 

PERSONAL. 

IN our house the year 1870, which was to bring death and sorrow 
to so many homes, and rage and despair to 110 many hearts, opened 
cheerlessly indeed. The outlo.ok .for my father was dark and 
gloomy in the extreme. Overweighted with debt, he seemed to 
be sinking "ever deeper and deeper in financial difficulties. The 
prosecution of the National, Re/ormer, the De Rin and the Razor 
litigation, had each and all left him more: or less deeply involved. 
The great panic of 1866 had dealt him a serious blow from which 
he vainly attempted to recover; the identification of "C. Brad
laugh, of 23 Great St. Helen's," with II Bradlaugh, the Atheist 
lecturer," was fatal to business. The spirit of the boycott existed 
long " before Captain Boycott lived to give it his name. People 
were much too good to do business with an Atheist, and just as the 
baker's wife took her custom from the boy. coal merchant" in 1848, 
80 customers of a di1ferent class took their business from the City 
merchant twenty years later. " " "'---

My father began to despair of making his business succeed " 
under these conditions, and to think seriously of giving up his City 
life, and of devoting himself to public work. This course would 
relieve him from the anxieties of two clashing occupations; more
over, as he said, II while prejudice and clamour bring ruin to me as 
a business man, they can do me no injury as a lecturer and a 
journalist." * 

In addition to all these difficulties-the' outcome of his public 
work-there were others, less serious in some respects, it is true, 
but far more so in the discredit attaching to them and the anguish 
they caused. I refer to those home extravagances and home 

• NaJiolW,l Reformer, April 17, 1870. 
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debts, due to my inother's infirmity, which all helped to pile up 
the total liabilities to unmanageable figures. In March or April a 
man was put into possession at Sunderland Villa, and remained there 
for several weeks. My father felt this bitterly, but his course of 
conduct was now clear before him, and unhesitatingly decided 
upon j thus once more we see the pressure of money difficulties 
directly shaping his path .. A few personal words in the National 
Reformer * indicated his resolve: "After five years' severe struggle," 
he wrote, "so severe, indeed, as to repeatedly endanger my healtb, 
I find it is 'utterly impossible to remain in business in the City in 
the face of the strong prejudice excited against me on political and 
religious grounds. I have determined to entirely give up all 
business, and devote myself to the movement. I have, therefore, 
taken steps to reduce the personal expenditure of myself and family 
to the lowest possible point, iJ! order that I may set myself free 
from liability as early as I can, and I shall be glad now to arrange 
for week-night lectures in any part of Great Britain." . 
_ Hence, when these people, moved by their "political and 

religious" prejudices, drove Mr Bradlaugh from the City, and 
prevented him from making a livelihood in the ordinary way of 
business, they were unconsciously forging a weapon against them
selves. Instead of giving a small portion of his time to writing 
and speaking against, Theology, and Oil behalf of Radicalism and 
Republicanism, my father henceforth devoted the whole of his life 
to that work.· ' 
. rn" .. a"ccordance with his determination to, reduce his per
.sofial, expenditure to the, lowest point, in the middle of May
before his words could have been read by those to whom they were 
addressed-my mother, my sister, and myself went to Midhurst, to 
find a home in my grandfather's mtlo cottage, and my fatber 
sct aside a modest sum weekly for our board and clothing. My 
brother remained with M-r John Grant of the Grenadier Guards for 
tuition, and Mr Bradlaughll.imself took two tiny rooms at 3s. 6d. 
a week, at 29 Turner Street, Commercial Road, in the house of a 
widow who had been known to our family from her early girlhood. 
The size and style of these rooms may be guessed from the neigh
bourhood in which they were situated, and from the weekly rental 
asked for them. Within a few days or so from our leaving 

• May 22, 1870. 
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London, our household effects at Sunderland Villa were sold, my 
father retaining a few of the least saleable articles of furniture to 
Bupply what was necessary for his two rooms. 

Instead of taking the most comfortable bedstead, he took the 
one which had been used by us little girls, and this was the bed 
upon which he slept until a year before his death, when I removed 
it without his knowledge during his absence in India, and put a 
more comfortable one in its place. Our nursery washstand, a 
chest of drawers, a writing. table, and half-a-dozen chairs comprised 
all the furniture he thought necessary for his use. My mother 
was not allowed to take anything ~1iatever with her beyond our 
wearing apparel and a few trifles of small actual worth, but which 
she specially valued. . My father's books, of course, he took with 
him, theso, and one other thing which I had almost forgotten. 
The bedroom and sitting-room at Turner Street communicated, 
and the walls of both were covered with shelves, except just over 
the bed-head, which was reserved for the one other treasure 
brought from home. This was a large. canvas painted in oils for 
Mr Bradlaugh by an artist friend, Emile Girardot. The subject 
was very simple, being nothing more than a tired hurdy-gurdy boy 
sleeping in a doorway, with a monkey anxiously watching. What
ever the intrinsic value of the picture might be, to my rather it 
was above all price. He had quite a love for it, and often spqke 
of it-even in his last illness he talked of it, and wondered where 
it was, and longed for it, for by that time it had gone out of his 
hands. 

So by the end of May 'we were all adrift and separated-my 
father in his small book-lined rooms in the east end of LondQn; 
my brother Charlie with. the 2nd Battalion Grenadier Guards, 
. wherever it happened to be; my mother, sister, and self vegetating 
in a Sussex hamlet. But bad as all this ·was,.1870 held still worso 
things in store for us: In June my brother was taken ill with a 
mild attack of scarlatina, of which we knew nothing until he came 
home to us for his holidays on the 20th of the month. Due pre
cautions had been neglected, and almost .immediately after he 
reached us kidney disease began to manifest itself. From this I 

he died on the 15th July .. and he was buried exactly a month from 
the day on which he came home. The shock of his death was 
terrible to all of us, and not least so to my father. Although 
barely eleven ;years old at his death, Charlie was a lad full 
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of promise, quick to learn and to comprehend, amiable, honour
able, Bild generous; and of these traits I can recall many 
little instances~ I have a photograph of him taken at the age of 
seven or eight, and as I look at itI see his eyes gaze out from 
under his square brow with a wonderfully clear and fearless look. 

HQ. was buried on the 20th day of July in Cocking Churchyard, 
my grandfather's cottage at Cocking Causeway (Midhurst) being in 
the parish of Cocking. Of course, we had to submit to the Church 
of . England service, for it was before the Burials Act was passed, 

. but the Rev. Drummond Ash was a kindly, courteous gentleman, 
and he made things as easy as the circumstances would allow. 
The burial would have taken place at the Brookwood Necropolis 
had my father been able to afford the expense. As he was not, 
Charlie was laid perforce in consecrated ground at the foot of the 
South Down Hills with Christian rites and ceremonies. 

The Rev. Theophilus Bennett, a later Rector of Cocking, has 
stated that his_predecessor, Mr Ash, .. attended" my brother co in 
his dying moments." This statement is entirely without founda
tion; I am not aware that Mr Ash ever saw or spoke with ·my 
brother at all, and certainly the only persons present when the 
boy was dying were my grandmother, my mother, our nurse Kate 
(who remained with us at her own wish to help nurse him in 
his illness), my sister, and' myself; moreover, lIr Ash was at that 
time reported to be himself ill and away from home, having left 
word .that if "the little boy at the Causeway should die," all 
.flCilities for his funeral were to be given, or some such message. 

The telegram bearing the totally unexpected summons to my 
father to hasten to see his son for the last time was handed to him 
on the platform at Bury just as he was about to deliver a lecture. 
I have been told that when he read the words he turned deathly 
pale, but with that self-control which never failed him in adversity" 
he rose, and with the least perceptible hesitation, commenced and 
went through with his lecture. On Tuesday night he received 
his summons; on Wednesday he was with us, though only to 
leave again by the early train on Thursday morning. On Friday 
the boy died, and on that same day and the next my father had 
to be in the law-courts as witness in a case relating to the Naples 
Colour Company.* His grief for the loss of his son was intense, 

. • This was an action to try the right of the Sherifi' of Surrey to distraiu 
upon the Colour Machinery at Ha.tcha.m. Ba.ron dos Santos, of the Romish 



PERSONAL. 303 

but he 8hut it up in his heart, and rarely artel"Warda mentioned 
the name of his boy. of whom he had been 80 proud. 

Legation. hacl wished to trade in Naples colour in England, under the name 
of the Company 01 which lIr Bradlaugh waa Secretary. 1d.r Bradlaugh had 
bought and paid for the machinery to grind the coloora before they could be 
sold, and h, claimed to carry on the boeiness until Baron d08 Santos should 
purchaae the things off him. Obliged to raise money in 1868, when he w •• 
contesting Northampton, lIr Bradlaugh borrowed £600 from lIr Javal upon 
the machinery, and he in turn raised some money from the Advana 
Company. Before this Jut had been repaid the defendants eeized th. 
machinery under an execution judgment aa creditora of the Naples Colour 
Company. lIr Bradlaugh waa the principal witness, and the newspaper 
report notes that h, requested to be allowed to atIirm instead of being 
.worn, but II&id that h, should take the oath, if his lordship insisted 
npon it. U, wu allowed to aflinn, and at the coneluaion 01 the caae the jury 
decided that the machinery belonged to lIr B.oadlaugh, Ind therefore gave a 
verdict for the plaintiffs. 
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LEO TUB E B -1870 -1 871. 

THE early part of the seventies was a period of much- Freethought 
and Republican activity in England j everywhere in the Free
thought ranks there was movement and life. In spite of the 
persistent refusal of Messrs W. H. Smith & Son to sell the National 
Reformel', its circulation was largely increasing, and in 1870 it 
was read in the four quarters of the globe. In England all sorts 
of devices were resorted to damage the sale j eountry news-agents 
refused, like Messrs Smith & Son, to sell it, or said they were 
unable to obtain it, or quietly returned it "out of print"; contents 
bills were no sooner posted in some towns than they were torn 
down, and on occasion the police- employed themselves, or were 

-employed, in this work. At Scarborough * evidence was obtained 
against Police Constable Charlton, and legal proceedings were 
commenced. At the last moment, however, the sum of 2s. was 
paid into Court, together with costs proportionate to the summons, 
and Mr Bradlaugh, overwhelmed with other work and worries, 
contented himself with this acknowledgment of the wrongdoing 

_ _-'tnd did not pursue the matter further. 
-1'he-higlt.pressureat which my father had been living had so 

undermined his health that for a long time he was a martyr to aCute 
neuralgia; still, notwithstanding this, in the early part of the year 
he was lecturing once or twice a week, and as soon as he was able 
to extricate himself from the City his 'lecture list grew tremendously. 
In the month of July alone-a month whjch, as we have seen, 
brought its own peculiar burdens-he gave as many as twenty-six 
lectures. I find it noted that during this last half·year he delivered 
as many as one hu~dred and seventy lectures, in forty·nine of 
which the proceeds were insufficient to cover his railway expenses, 

_ • May 1870. 
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and in the case of t~enty more, although his railway was covered, 
there was not enough to clear his hotel bill. 

Except in one or two very special cases * Mr Bradlaugh never 
took a fee for his lectures. He took whatever surplus remained 
from the admission money, after paying all expenses of .the 
meeting. He made this arrangement originally so that no town 
or village might be hindered from promoting lectures on account 
of the expense. "Large and small places," he said, II will be 
visited indifferently." A. charge for admission was always made 
at his lectures, usually a small one, varying from twopence or 
threepence to a shilling. He objected very strongly to .. free" 
lectures and collections. Of course he now, as ever, very 
often gave away the proceeds of his lectures. His audiences 
were frequently very large, especially in places where he was 
known. He happened to make a note of the numbers who came 
to hear him .on the Sundals in January 1871, and he records 
that on the Sunday evenings alone he had audiences whose total 
numbers reached six thousand, and at three morning lectures there 
was a total of two thousand five hundred • 

. Halls were often refused to him, although not quite so fre
quently as in former years. In 1870 the Stratford Town Hall 
was refused by the West Ham Local Board, and for many 
years he had great difficulty in obtaining a hall in Stratford. 
The St. Mary'S Hall, Coventry, was refused to him by the Mayor 
of Coventry for a lecture on .. The Land and the People," and 
the Mirfield Town Hall after it had been duly engaged for two 
political lectures was closed against him by the proprietors. t 
An exactly similar case occurred at Glossop a year and a. half 
later. The Town Hall was taken for a political lecture, and 
at almost the last moment, after the lapse of several weeks, 
the Council instructed that the 1I10ney paid for the h~re should 
be returned. The effect of this was to produce a much greater 
and more widespread excitement and discussion than half a dozen 
lectures would have done. 

It was in 1870 that Mr Bradlaugh begall that close scrutiny 
of the history of our reigning family which resulted in the 

• These cases were 10 rare that the only one I can actnally recall is that 
or the Tyneside Suuday Lecture Society. 

t See p. 294. 
11 



306 CHARLES BRADLAUGH. 

publication of his "Impeachment of the House of Brunswick," 
a little book which created some considerable stir both when 
it was first published in 1871,* and when an edition partly 
revised by Mr Bradlaugh was brought out after his death. The 
"Impeachment" has been widely read both here and in America, 
where it was reprinted. Besides writing upon the Brunswick 
family, Mr Bradlaugh used to take the history of one or more of 
the members of it as a subject for his lecture, and taught many 
a good Republican lesson whilst discoursing upon the exceptional 
virtues of "George, Prince of Wales," or "the four Georges." A 
friend has told me an amusing story concerning one of these 
lectures.. My father had promised to speak one Saturday evening 
at Sowerby Bridge on "George, Prince of Wales." By some 
curious blunder the friends who were making the arrangements 
placarded the town. with the subject announced as "Albert 
Edward, Prince of Wales." The effect of this was to cause 
a large number of police to be drafted into the -town, and a 
Govemment shorthand reporter was sent down from London, 
travelling by the same train as my father. The hall was, of 
course, crowded, but whether the audience were disappointed 
when my father explained the mistake in the subject of the 
lectul'e, my informant did not say. In any case I expect that 
the officials who had been so busy in preparing for treason and 
riot, and found· only history and order, felt that the proceedings 
had turned out rather flat. .At Stourbridge, whel'e Mr Bradlaugh 
was invited t by some "gentlemen of Republican tendencies" to 
discourse upon the "House of Brunswick," Lord Lyttleton, as 
Lord Lieutenant of the county, tried to induce the Stourbridge 
Town Commissioners to withdraw from their agreement to let 
the Corn Exchange for the lectures, but his efforts were in· vain. 

.. At the end of 1872 Mr John Ba.ker Hopkins made a violent attack npon 
1I[r Bradlaugh for bis .. Impeacbment of tbe House of Brunswick" in the 
rages of the Gelltlema ... ·s Magazine. A reply to this from my fatber's pell 
appeared in tbe January (1873) Number, but tbere was snch an outcry raised 
in the press at the insortion in the co Gentleman's ''"Nagazine of an article 
by .. Mr Bradlaugh of Wbitechapel and Hyde Park respectively" that 
Mr John Hatton, the editor, felt so far· obliged to defend himself as to sa.y 
a word in fa.vour of free discussion. He furtber atoned for bis sins by 
allowing Mr J. B. Hopkins to return to his attack in the folIowing month. 

t December 1871. 
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Hil Lordship seems to have been a little angry, and it was even 
rumoured that he went so far as to tell the magistrates that he 
would have Mr Bradlaugh arrested for treason. He succeeded in 
raising such a scare that a large extra body of police were drafted 
into the town under the order of the Chief' Constable of the 
county. There were two lectures, and Colonel Carmichael, . the 
Chief Constable, was present at both, but, as I gather from the 
printed reports, the meetings were large, the audiences delighted, 
and of both the end .. was p~ace." 

In the summer of 1871 Mr Bradlaugh went one Monday 
evening to Newton Abbot to address a meeting in the New 
Vegetable Market, used then for a public gathering for the first 
time. The subject on which he was to speak was "The Land, the 
People, and the Coming Struggle." Very few of the tradesmen in 
the town would consent to expose bills of the lecture, and several 
who did display them at first took them from their windows at the 
advice of the II respectable and pious," and in the end only two 
showed the announcements. Two gentlemen who were present at 
the meeting-one as a reporter for the local paper, the other, one of 
the five Radicals who invited Mr Bradlaugh to Newton-have 
given a vivid, account of a little incident which enlivened the 
evening's proceedings. It appears that in 1871 a certain Mr John 
George Stuart was the High Bailiff of the town. II This gentle
man," I am told, II was a Methodist, and had at that time two 
sons who were studying for the ministry. He was also a 
distinguished boxer, and he had the reputation of being the 
most formidable wielder of the gloves in England." Mr Stuart, 
supported by two friends, .. attended the meeting with ~he 
avowed intention of obstructing Mr Bradlaugh. As soon as Mr 
Bradlaugh began to speak, Mr Stuart commenced to disturb the 
meeting. Mr Bradlaugh repeatedly requested him to reserve his 
criticisms until the close of the lecture, when an opportunity would 
be offered him of speaking from the platform. . But Mr Stuart 
continued to shout his opinions upon Mr Bradlaugh's Atheism, 
although the lecture was on a purely politicai question. At last 
Mr Bradlaugh said that unless the interruptions ceased, he should 
be compelled to act as his own chairman, and to request Mr 
Stuart to leave the building. As Mr Stuart and his friends would 
not desist from shouting, Mr Bradlaugh stepped from the platform, 
walked up to the athlete, and carried him to the door with ease.. 
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At the doorway Mr Stuart spread his arms and held the jambs, 
but .Mr White, who was acting as doork!!eper, pushed one of his 
hands aside, and Mr Bradlaugh set the disturber down in the 
street. None of Mr Stuart's friends offered the least resistance, 
and the crowd, which was made up of hostile as well as friendly 
hearers, loudly cheered Mr BradIaugh's unceremonious ejectment of 
the local hero of the 'noble art.'" The friends to whom I am 
indebted for the foregoing say further that Mr Stuart's pride was 
brought very low by this episode, and that he rarely appeared 
afterwards among' the former. admirers of his prowess. 

In the course of my father's lecturing experiences, he several 
. times met with local "champions," as defenders of the faith. A 
few' months later, at Sowerby Bridge, a local champion wrestler 
entered the room during the delivery of his lecture and commenced 
abusing him loudly. The man was spoken to several times, but he 
would neither remain q~et, nor quit the place. Mr Bradlaugh 
was at length obliged to leave the platform and put him out w et 
armis. Put out at one door, he' reappeared at another j but· this 
time the audience took the matter into their own hauds,and kep' 
him out. . Anothe.r "champion" conducted a serious disturbance 
at Congleton, but of that later. ' 

In the month of March (1871) Dr Magee, then· Bishop of Peter
borough, delivered three discourses in the Norwich Cathedral in 
"vindication and establishment of the Christian' faith," and 
"directed against modern forms of infidelity.'" The Fr~thinkers_ 
of Norwich, anxious to give these discourses the attention which 
the high position and high reputation of the speaker demanded, 
bad asked Mr Bradlaugh to COme to Norwich to represent them on 
the ~on of the Bishop's discourses. This he consented to do, 

. and attended all the lectures, but-as perhaps it is superfluous to 
- say-he.was not. allowed to make any remark upon them. It was 

howe-v:er dQllired 'that he should make some reply in the town 
where the leCtures had been delivered, at least, if not 'in the 
Cathedral to Dr Magee himself, but it was not easy to ob~in the 
use of a hall for the purpose. A circuit of the town was made in i 
the vain endeavour to hire a building, and it was only after ,) 
considerabl,e difficulty that the Free Library Hall was at last 
procured. As my father truly Said, "the approved mode of ,J 
encountering modern infidelity seemed to be that of free speech \ 
for the Church advocate, and gagged mouth for the pleader ,on:. ~ 



L'F.CTUR1':S, 1870-1871. 309 

behalf of heresy."· In the Norwich Free Library Hall he 
delivered three lectures in reply to Dr Magee. These he after
wards published, together with the Bishop's discourses j and as a 
statement of the cases for and against Christianity and for and 
against Freethough~ coming from such representative men as the 
late learned and eloquent Archbishop of York and Mr Bradlaugb, 
they cannot fail to be of special interest. 

During the autumn my father gave a lecture on behalf of the 
London RepUblican Club, and upon this speech all sorts of 
rumours were founded, not indeed upon what my father actually 
did 88Y, but upon what his det~ctors chose to believe he said. 
Mr Disraeli had recently stated at an agricultural meeting 
at Hughenden t that it could not be concealed that Her 
Majesty was ., physically and morally incapacitated from perform
ing her duties," and my father took these words as the text of his 
lecture for the Republican Club in London. His speech, which 
was unusually long, occupying close upon an hour and a half, was 
a most careful recital of the duties of the Monarch and the rights 
and duties of the people. with special reference to the course pursued 
during the periods when George ill was officially declared 
incapable of performing the royal functions. Shorthand writers 
were present, and this address, or parts of it, was telegraphed all 
over the United Kingdom, to America and to the Continent. 
Much of it appeared in the American and Continental press of the 
next day or so, and after a short interval distorted accounts of it 
were to be heard of in most parts of England. There was one 
passage in particular upon which a whole mountain of mis-

• II Christianity in Relation to Freetbought Scepticism and Faith: three 
diacoul'8ell by the Bishop of Peterborough, with special replies by Cbarl.lS 
Bradlaugh." • 

A similar ease in a Bmall way happened at Deptford in April 1873. A 
Rev. Dr lIiller had delinred BOmB addressee in the Deptford Lecture HaU 
against .. nnbelievers," alld it was proposed that Ml' Bradlaugh should reply 
to these addresses in the same place.. He had rrequelltlyspoken in the Dept
ford Lecture Hall before, bnt when the Deptford Freethinkers BOught to 
engage it for a lecture in answer to Dr Miller, the Committee refused to let 
the hall for that purpose. This intolerance the EmmA MIMW1/ applauded 
1Iy referring to it in bold type as .. noble conduct." 

t &ptember 26, 1871. 



310_ CHARLES BRADLAUGH. 

representation and worse· was afterwards based. In the course 
of his address Mr Bradlaugh had said: "Many of you are aware 
that I have lately repeatedly declared my most earne~t desire that 
the present Prince of Wales should never dishonour this country 
by becoming its King. My opinion is that if four or five years of 
political education are allowed to continue in this land, that 
worthy representative of an unworthy race wHl never be King of 
England. My thorough conviction is that neither his intelligence, 
nor his virtues, nor his political ability. nor his military capacity
great as all these are for a member of his family-can entitle him 
to occupy the throne of Great Britain. I am equally' opposed to 
his ever being Regent of England. I trust that he may never sit 
on the throne or lounge under its shadow." 

Of courBe my father showed himself much too sanguine as 
to the time necessary for the political education of this country 
towards a Republican form of Government i but those who recall 
the seeming vigour of the Republican movement in England 
during the early seventies will know that he was not without 
excuse for his hopeful views. In any case, one would have 
thought that his expression in regard to the Prince of Wales was 
strong enough to have been dealt with by English Monarchists as 
he made it i but instead. it was perverted into an "impudent and 
disloyal announcement that he and a certain number of his friends 

_ would take care that the Prince should never come to the throne.".t 
A very different thing indeed to the co desire" my father had uttered. 
The effect of an this was to raise such a tremendou.s jonrnalistic 

. storm against him, that a few weeks later he wrote: " As- to 
the hostile attacks, they are during the past fortnight so numerous 
that I have not space even to catalogue them. Many journals call 
for my prosecution. JJ One paper, a century or so behind the times, 
·recommended a pillory and flogging. 

A curious little incident which occurred ten or twelve days after. 
Mr Bradlaugh's lecture helped to strengthen the outery against 
him, especially. on the part of Conservative speakers and the 
Conservative press. On the 28th of Octobcr Mr Gladstone 
addressed a vast meet~g of his constituents on Blackheath. He 
spoke for two hours, defending the conduct of his colleagues and 

• See Chapter ix., vol. fi. 
t Earl Fortescue at the King's Nymptou Farmers' Club, NO"clUber 1871. 



LECl'URES, 1870-1871. 811 

himself since they had taken office three years ago. During this 
important speech he quoted, from what he called a "questionable 
book," these lines, which he said contained "much good sense"-

.. People tlll'oughout the laud, 
Join in one social band, 

And save yourselves; 
If you would happy be, . 
Free from all s!ayery, 
Banish all knavery, 

And save yourselves." 

This sentiment was greeted with deafening applause by the 
thousands listening with eager ears to every word that fell from 
the Prime Minister. But the epithet bestowed upon the book 
whence he drew this example of the" good -sense" it contained, 
roused a perfect frenzy of curiosity. Literary Conservatives 
imagined that Mr A.. C. Swinburne was the author, and the dismay 
exhibited was almost beyond description when it was discovered
by the horrified Scotsman, I believe-that Mr Gladstone's 
.. questionable book" was the "Secularists' Manual of Songs 
and Ceremonies," edited by Austin Holyoake and Charles Watts, 
with a preface by Charles Bradlaugh. The press comments upon 
the discovery are amusing to read, especially as Mr Bradlaugh was 
often made in some way responsible, not merely for the verse, but 
for Mr Gladstone's quoting it on Blackheath. Mr Giffard, Q.C., 
was amongst those who thought it "an outrage" that such a book 
should have been so quoted by the Prime Minister of England. -
The publisher was indictable, said he wrathfully, and the writer 
would have been sent to prison in the good old days when the 
Christian religion was more thought of. * But neither he nor any 
one else moved to prefer the indictment. 

• Addross to the Cardiff Constitutional Association. 



CHAPTER XXXL 

FBANCB-TllR WAR. 

WHEN hostilities were declared between France and Germany in 
1870, Mr Bradlaugh did not take sides with eith~r nation; he 
entirely and unreservedly condemned the war. He and his friends 
kept clear of the war fever 1I:hich seemed coursing through the 
blood of most people. "All the evil passions of Europe are 
aroused," wrote Austin Holyoake, "and even children gloat over 
the narratives of slaughter where thousands perish. The soldier, 
instead of the schoolmaster, has become the foremost man, and 
Rage, Revenge, and Murder are'the gods of public idolatry." Not 
a word wouldMr Bradlaugh or his colleagues say to commiserate 

. the "insulted honour of France," not a word to glorify the 
triumphant arms of Germany. 

But my father was not neutral because he was unmoved. His 
sympathies were always strongly with the French people, but these 
very sympathies made him bitterly antagonistic to the French 
Emperor. In the middle of August he replied to a correspondent: 
"You do not understand my position. I regar~l Napoleon as one 
of the greatest amongst modem scoundrels, and Bismarck as a 
crafty diplomatist striving to make a great German Empire under 
Prussia. I love Bismarck 80 little that when the Reform League 
wrote him an address, I refused to sign it. I hope to see a 
German republic, and I believe I shall, but this war will postpone 
it. I deeply regret the evoking the • nationality' madness in 
France, for I fear that· many of our brave Republican friends 
will be killed in striving to save, as they think, the flag of France, 
from disgrace." 

On the 4th of September was dec1ared the third French 
RepUblic. The National Reformer was quick to give it welcome, 
but my father himself was away in the provinces just then, 
lecturing and debating with scarce a day's respite, and so over
wrought with much speaking in heated rooms and Jp.uch travellinl!' 

f1' . ' &' 
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in wet 'and changeable weather, that his health seemed on the 
point of breaking down. At Leigh he had lectured on two succes
sive nights in a wooden:thestre, admirablyadapied to give free 
admittance to every gust of the. damp night wind. On the 
morning (Sunday) following these lectures he had left at six o'clock 
to go to Darwen. By that time his voice was reduced to a hoarse 
whisper, and the Darwen friend who met him looked grave when 
he saw how ill he seemed, especially when my father announced 
his intention of going to bed until the lecture hQur. Three 
lectures he gave that day-morning, afternoon, and evening-with 
an hour's discussion after the morning lecture, but his appearanb.e 
made such an impression upon his Lancashire friends that they 
wrote him an address of sympathy. 

Ill-health, overwork, financial worries, and domestic sorrows 
made a heavy burden to carry; still, notwithstanding all this, he 
made the .opportunity to write his sympathy with Republican 
France • 

.. First,". he 'said, .. that there may be no mistake, I throw in 
my lot with France-Rcpublican France. While Louis Napoleon 
reigned at the Tuileries the memories of December were too 
bloody, nineteen-year-old hatredS too bitter, to let me even be just 
to any cause he led. A perjured liar, a cold-blooded murderer, 
a heartless coward, a. paltry trickster, a dishonourable cheat, all this 
was Louis Napoleon Bonaparte. I was, therefore, well inclined 
to Germany from my utter hatred of the imperial demoralisation 
of France. But now, when events are moving so rapidly that 
perhaps ere this Bees the light all may be changed, it is worth 
while to ask, Was Prussia guiltless in the warY and I answer, 
No J Bismarck and Prussian armies are evidence on this side. 
Bismarck using craft of a higher order than Napoleonic scoundrcl
ism, and moved by a broader ambition than the mere embezzle
ment of national funds or personal aggrandisement, has outwitted 
Napoleon; but the English people, whjle repudiating' with fullest 
indignation the wicked and most monstrous declaration of war, 
cannot forget that by-divine-right-ruling and for-victory-God
thanking ,William is as much a detester of popular rights as was 
Napoleon himself. •••• At this moment the world's most fearful 
curse is in its armies, and our cry is Peace." 

It was only just, he said, that the French ;Republic should pay 
llQm~ penalty for thl! previous folly of the nation, and if Pr\l&$ia 
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exacted ever so heavy a war indemnity in money, it should be 
cheerfully paid. But he spoke most strenuously against the sur· 
render of Alsace and Lorraine. To Germany he appealed lO! 
peace "while yet the glory is yours-if indeed it be glory to kill 
and maim, scorch and scathe, and this at the cost of as many 
killed and wounded, scorched and scathed, on your own side." 
Last of all he appealed to the peoples of England, France, and 
Germany to unite for peace; if they were earnest, he wrote, they 
must be obeyed, and their" glorious desire muSt be conceded." 

This article was in print on the 14th September; and ashe was 
at breakfast at his Turner Street lodgings one morning; three days 
later, my father received a somewhat startling visit from a French 
lady, at that time well known in FreI).ch and English political 
circles. Madame la Vicomtesse de Brimont Brassac was a lady of 
great beauty and great persuasive powers, although in her enand 
that September morning sh~ had no occasion for the use .of either 
one or the other. She came to my father with the idea of persuad
ing him t{) undertake the attempt to create a feeling in favour of 
France amongst the English masses; this was a work after his 
own heart, and one indeed to which he had already set his hand 
in the article to which I have just referred. This interview had 
for its immediate result a succession of public meetings, held both 
in London and the provinces, in favour of France and Peace. The 
first, held at the Hall of Science on Monday the 19th, wall, 
despite the short notice, attended by upwards of 1400 persons. 
Through Madame de Brimont my father learned that Lord Granville 
was moving against the French Republic, and was in favour of 
replacing the Emperor in Paris. Friends everywhere were urged 
to counteract Lord Granville's efforts by striving to make a living 
public opinion in favour of France and Peace. At this first 
demonstration two addresses were agreed to: one to Mr Gladstone, 
praying him to~ use his high office "actively in favour of peace, II 
for, it was urged, "it will be to England's lasting shame if every 
possible effort be not made to prevent further carnage;" the 
second was sent to the French Government of National Defence 
and to the French people, offering congratnlations on the position 
taken by Jules Favre, and tendering deep and heartfelt sympathy 
to the nation in its sorrow. 

In co-operation with!>r Congreve, Prof. Deesly, and other 
prominent Positivists, Mr DradJangh organised a series of meetings 

\ 
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in 'Londo~ and the provinces. ,One at St James's Hall on the 
24th was a great success. The hall was densely crowded by.an 
enthusiastic meeting, which was addressed by Dr Congreve, Prof. 
Beesly, Sir Henry Hoare, M.P., Mr George Odger, Colonel Dickson, 
and others. The addrel!S68 to Mr Gladstone and to the French 
Nation were voted unanimously, and a resolution move4 by Prof. 
Beesly, calling upon the English Government to give an immediate 
and frank recognition of the French Republic, met with the utmost 
enthusiasm. The two addresses were sent for' signature to thirty 
of the largest towns in England and Scotland; and in two days 
forty thousand signatures were obtained. 

Just before the commencement of the proceedings at St James's 
Hall an incident occwTed that admitted of an extremely simple 
explanation, but which the Tory press endeavoured to tum to the 
discredit of the "France and Peace" Committee. A litUe while 
before the,speakers were expected on the platform, the gas, which 
had been' wavering somewhat uncertainly for a few minutes, 
suddenly went out, leaving the haIl in complete darkness. As 
may be imagined, there was great dismay, and with it all the 
dangers of a panic. _ A gentleman who acted as steward at the 
meeting tells me that the light was hardly out before Mr Brad
laugh's voice was heard crying, II Lead me to the front; 'lead me 
to the front!" This he and another friend succeeded in doing. 
Once at the front of the platform, he says that my father, began 
to speak, and the audience, recognising his voice, gave a ringing 
cheer. He told the people that the gas would' be relighted as ' 
soon as pussible, and entreated the people to, keep their seats. 
"He kept speaking for about fifteen minutes, when the gas was 
re-lit, and all danger pasL The thought ,of what would have 
happened had not Mr Bradlaugh been there gives one an uncom
fortable sensation. A panic under such circumstances would have 

, been terrible, but the way the people responded to the desire of 
Mr Bradlaugh to keep their seats, and to keep quiet until all 
was put right, was extraordinary." Not less extraordinary was 
the explanation suggested by the Observer. Said the veracious 
chronicler of this high-class Sunday paper: II This contretemps 
created a good deal of speculation~ and,the general opinion was 
that the Committee and the proprietors had been unable to come 
to terms, and tllat the latter, in order to secure their money, turned 
out the glIs." From this it would seem that t() jeopardise the lives 
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of thousands of people * (without counting certain damage to the 
building) would have been a mere trifle to the proprietors compared 
with the possible loss of a few pounds. It must.have been quite 
a shock to the originators of ~o diabolical an idea to learn that the 
accident was an accident pure and simple, and due to a matter 80 

ordinary and commonplace as·a defect in the water meter which 
supplied the gas to the hall. 

The St James's Hall meeting was immediately followed by forty
eight others, and in every case the size of the meeting was 
restric.tedonly by the capacity of the building in which it was 

. held. It may be asked, TIut what was the outcome of all these 
meetings, what was their practical value t In 1873 Mr Bradlaugh 
gave the answer to this in the pages of his Autobiofll·aphy. 
"They exercised," he said, "some little effect on the public 
opinion of this country, but unfortunately the collapse on the 
part of France was so complete, and the resources commanded by 
Bismarck and Moltke so vast, that, except as expressing sympathy, 
the results ,vere barren." , 

Sympathy, however, is often very welcome ; his efforts to help 
the cause of Peace were warmly received in France, and without 
any previous communication having passed between them, the 
Republican Government at Tours sent him the following letter:-

"REPl1BLIQl1B FRAN9AISB.-LIBERTE, EGALITE, FRATBRNITE. 

"Gouvemement de la Defense Nationale. 

"TOURS, k 21 OctobN 1870. 

IC'MONSIBl1R,-LeS Membres du Gouvernementde la Derense 
Nationale, reunis en delegation a Tours, apres avoir pris connais
sance du magnifique discours que vous avez prononce au meeting 
d'Edimbourg, tiennent a honneur de vous remercier chalereuse
ment du noble concours que vous apportez a. la cause de la France 
et de l'Europe dans votre pay!!. 

"Vons ne menagez, Monsieur, ni vos efforts, ni votre temps, pour 
.!clairer l'opinion publique depuis longtemps si puissante dans Ie 
Royaume-Uni. Nous nous plaisons a croire que taut de devoue-

• The ObSff'Wf'" ow~ report stated: "At first there seemed to be an 
inclination to rush to the doors, which might havil led to great sacrifice of 
life. 
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ment finira par convaincre l'Europe, sur laquelle l'opinion Brit. 
tanique exerce une si legitime influence, que 180 France lutte 
aujourd'bui pour 180 plus juste des causes, l80dMense de son honneur 
e~ de son territoire • 

.. Nous ne saurions trop Ie redire: la guerre actuelle a ete entre
prise contre 180 volonte de 180 nation .fran9aise: 180 Prusse en la
continuant combat sans droit et pour' 180 seule satisfaction d'une 
ambition dont l'Europe ne tarder80 pas a sentir les ruineux: effets . 

.. Remerciez en notre. nom, ceux: de .vos genereux compatriotes 
qui vous ecoutent et vous acelament dails ces magnifiques reunions 
pubIiques que nous leur envions, ou se debattent lea plus grands 
interets du monde. 

II L'accueil qui vous est fait partout, nous est un sl1r garant des 
sympathies du peuple Anglais pour la France et ses institutions 
nouvelles • 

.. N o~ ne faisons aucun doute que de cette incessante pl-'opagande 
lI. laquelle vous vous etes devoue, De sortent bientat la lumiere qui 
doit dessiller tous les yeux et Ie triomphe prochain de 180 justice et 
de 180 civilisation. 

.. Vauillaz agreer, Monsieur, l'expression de notre tres haute con
sideration. 

II Les Membres de 180 delegation du Gouvemement de 180 
Defense Nationale, reunis a Tours: 

II LEON GAMBETTA. AD. CRE!.UEUX. 

L FOURNICHON. AI.. GUIB BIZOIN." * 

• II 'fUB FRENOH RBPt1BLIO.-LIBBRTY, EQUALITY, FRATERNITY • 

.. Government of National Defence • 

.. Tot1B8, 2181 October 1870. 
"SIR,-The Members of the Government of National Defence, assembled 

in delegation at Tours, after having become acquainted with the magnificent 
speech whioh you delivered at the meeting at Edinburgh, have the honollr to 
thank you most warmly for the noble help which you bring to the cause of 
France and of Europe in your country • 

.. You do not spare, Sir, either your efforts or your time in the attempt to 
enlighten publio opinion-for so long all·powerful in the United Kingdom. 
We take pleasure in believing that so much devotion will end by convincing 
Europe, upon which British opinion exercises so legitimate an influence, that 
France fights to.day for the most just of all causes-~e defence of her honour 
and of her territory. 

"We cannet too often l'epeat it: the war itself was undertaken against the 
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To this letter are appended the following lines written in 
September 1871 by Monsieur Emanuel Arago, Member of the 
Provisional Government of September 4 :-

*" En lisant cette lettre, j'eprou~e tres vivement la regret de 
n'avoir pu, enferme dans Paris, joindre ma signature a celles de mes 
collegues de Ia delegation de Tours. M. Bradlaugh est, et sera 
toujours dans Ia Republique, notre concitoyen. 

• "EMANUEL ARAGO." * 
About the same time (October 1870) M. Tissot, the Charge 

d' Aft'aires of France in England, wrote him-:- " 

"Je viens de lire avec un extreme inter~t Ie compte rendu du 
meeting de Newcastle. La cause de Ia France et de Ia paix ne 
pouvait ~tre remise entre de meilleures mains et plaidee par une 
voix plus eloquente. "Laissez moi vous exprimer une fois de plus, 
Monsieur, tous mes sentiment..q de reconnaissance pour votre 
genereuse -initiative, et y joind,re Passurance de ma haute con-
sideration et de ma profonde estime. Ca. TIBSOT." t 

will. of the French nation; Prussia, in continuing it, fights without justice, 
aud solely for the satisfaction of an ambition of which Europe will not be slow 
to feel the ruinous effects. 

" Thauk, in our names, those of your generous compatriots who listen to you, 
and who applaud you in thc~e magnificent public assemblies-which we envy 
them-where the greatest interests orthe world are debated. 

"The welcome which meets you everywhere is to us a sure gnarantee of the 
sympathies of the English people for Franc"e aud her new institutions • 

.. We have no doubt that from this incessant propaganda, to which you have 
devoted yourself, will soon come the light which should undeceive all eyes," 
as well as the triumph of justice and civilisation • 

.. Kindly receive, Sir, the exprei!sion of our highest consideration • 

.. Members of the delegation of the Government of National Defence, 
assembled at Tours: -

II LEON GAM BETTA. AD. CREMIEUX. 

L. FOURNICHON. AL. GLAIS BIZDIN." 

• .. tn reading this letter, I feel" keen regret that, shut up ill Paris, I was 
unable to add my signature to those of my colleagnes in the Tours delegation. 
In the Republio Mr Bradlaugh is, and always will be, our fellow-citizen. 

" EMANUEL AMOD." 

+ .. I have just read with. extIeme 'interest the report of the meeting at 
Newcastle. The cause of France and of Peace could not be in better hands, 
or pleaded 11y a more eloquent voice. Let me once more. express to you, 
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At· a crowded meeting held at the Han of Science early in the 
following year ~rr Bradlaugh was still denouncing the war in 
unmeasured terms. II There never was a war," said he, " more 
nnjustifiable, more wicked, more insane, than this which France. 
as misrepresented by her Emperor, had declared against Germany," 
This the Echo condemned -as "Whitechapel style," ana loftily 
asserted that the English people would decline to accept "Icono
clast II as the representative of France and her sufferings. But 
after other immense gatherings at the Beaumont Institute, the 
Eastern Hall, Poplar, and the St James's Rall;there was a notable 
alteration in its tone. An extract from its report of the St James's 
Hall meeting neld five days later makes a rather amusing contrast 
to ita former unqualified condemnation .. Said the Ed/,(} on this 
occasion of my father:-

"While Professor Beesly· was opening the meeting, a tall man with 
a remarkably pleasant face, a little spoilt by a self-sufficient look, or, 
if we are really to describe it,. a certain consciousness of power, had 
entered the room and received a perfect ovation of applause. This 
was ?Ir Bracllaugh, alial • Iconoclast,' for whom the audience kept 
calling whenever the speaker for the time being grew tedious. • • ." . 
We know more of Mr Bradlaugh than we wish. Last night, however, 
he hid the cloven hoof. ;His speech might have been that of Bishop 
Atterbury. Not an irreverent expression, not an ill-judged word 
escaped him. Mr Frederic Harrison speaks almost as badly as ?Ir 
Bradlaugh writes. Mr Bradlaugh speaks almost as well as even Mr 
Harrison writes. There was a sense of power about the man. His 
audience hung upon his lips; his speech was a success !lnd well delivered. 
He is a master of oratory, and a master of action; his voice is powerful, 
rich, and almost musical. And after he had swayed the meeting I!S he 
chose for nearly half lin hour, the huge crowd broke up, after several 
vain attempts to start the Marseillaise." 

Amongst those who stood on the St James's Rail platform that 
night were George Odger, Lloyd Jones, George Howell, ami 
Captain Maxse, who, together with Professor Beesly and Frederic 
Harrison, joined their voices to my father's to plead for the 
recognition of the French Republican Government and against 
the dismemberment of France. This series of meetings was held 

air. all my feelings .If gratitude Jor your generous initiative. and join to it 
the M8UranCIJ of my high consideration aDd profound esteem. 

" II elL TISSor. II 
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in consequence of the announcement that the European powers 
were to assemble in conference in London, and it was anxiously 
desired to impress upon the English Government the duty of 
making the question of peace between France and Prussia a matter 
for the consideration of the Plenipotentiaries. It had been hoped 
and expected that J~les Favre would come to London to take 
part in the conference, and Mr Bradlaugh was invited to meet 
him at the Embassy. A demonstration had heen agreed lipon to 
honour his arrival, and it was characteristic of my father that he 
urged those of his friends who prepared to take part in it not to 
make it a mere party demonstration; he begged them to avOid, 
and' to try to persuade others to avoid, the use of flags calculated 
to insult Prussia or to cause bitterness of feeling in the minds of 
Germans. A great assembly of earnest, orderly men and women 
to greet the representative of Republican France would have 
weight;, .. bands and banners," he said, II are needless." Jules 
Favre, however, was unable to get to London; and in the absence 
of any appointed French representative to the Conference, Lord 
Granville conferred with lIonsieur Charles Tissot both before and 
after the meeting of the Plenipotentiaries. A letter which my 
father received hom Monsieur Tissot just at this time will once 
more show with what warmth his efforts to serve Republican 
France' were received by foremost Frenchmen :-' 

.. LoNDRBS, 4 Ftf1rier 1871. 
II MON OllER MONSIEUR BRADLAUGH,-Aucune sottise. aucune 

maladresse ne peuvent m'eoonner de Ia part de Mr R.* Mais 
j'avoue que j'ai senti viveinent et que je ne lui pardonnerai jamais 
cette a laquelle vous faites allusion. J e me demande comme vons 
s'il n'est pas devenu fou • 

.. Quant a moi, mon cher ami, je ne puis que constater ici, 
comme je l'ai deja fait, comme je Ie ferai en toute occasion, la 
dette que nous avons contracte envers vons. Vons nous avez 
donne votro temps, votre activite. -votre eloquence, votre ame, 1& 
meilleure partie de vous,meme en un mot. La France. que vous 
avez ete seule a defendre, ne l'oubliera jamais. 

"Je n'ai aucune nouvelle de Bordeaux, ni de Paris outre celles 
que vous avez pu lire'dans les journaux. 'Nous allons voir ce que 

• M. Reitlinger. "Ie Secretaire particulier." of :rd. Jules Favre, is, I 
believe, the person hera referred to'l 
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lera I' Aasembloo, ce qu'elle d~idera.-et nous agirons, s'il y a lieu 
en cons&!uence.-Au revoir, cher et excellent ami. Je vous envoie 
toute mon affection. Cu. TIBBOT." * 

When the French elections took place in February 1871, Mr 
Bradlaugh was one of the candidates nominated by the city of 
Paris. I am under the impression that this was done without his 
wishes being in any way consulted, but the very proposal of his 
name~testifying, as it to some extent did, the honour in which ~e 
was held in Paris-roused scorn and anger at home. The editor 
of a Scotch 'paper, t in writing a leader on the elections, relieved 
his feelings by saying: "'l{radlaugh, English Republican,' figures 
in the list among the motley crew j but what number of votes 
were polled for this cosmopolitan patriot, who would have been a 
dumb dog in a French Parliament, has not transpired." As the 
"motley crew" included such honoured names as those of Gari
baldi, Louis Blanc, Ledrn Rollin,. and Victor Schrelcher, it was a 
distinction to be placed beside them j but why, asked my father, 
should it be assumed that he would -be dumb t .. Thomas Paine," 
he added, .. who did not speak French, was not a 'dumb dog' when 
he pleaded for the life of Louis XVL .. 

• "-London, 4th February 1871. 
"11Y DBAB MB BlI.AlI!.AUOH,-No lolly, no stupidity, on the part of M. R. 

C&Il astonish me. But I avow that I have lelt keenly, and that I will never 
forgive him this to' which you make allusion. Like you, I ask mysell whether 
he h .. not gone mad. 

- II AI to myseJr, my dear friend, I can bUt acknowledge here, .. I have 
done already, and .. I shall do on every occaeion, the debt that we have 
contracted towards ;ron. You have given your time, your energy, your 
eloquence, your mind~in a word, the beet part of yourself. France, whom 
you alone have defended, will never forget it. _ 

"I have no neW8 from Bordeaux or from Paris, other than that which you 
-have been able to read in the papers. We sha1l8ee what the Assembly will 
do, what it will decide, and if opportunity ariaee we 8hall actaecordingly.-

-Au nvoir, dear and excellent friend. I send all my affection. _-
.. ClI. TISSOT." 

t Nt1rlA Britis", Daily JIail. 



CHAPTER XXXII. 

'fHB OOJOlUNE, AND AFJ.'BR. 

DURING the Commune my father found himseU in a position of 
'l'.xtreme difficulty. His, heart was with the men who had been 
driven by most frightful suffering to wild words and still wilder 
deeds. Some of the oldest and the best amongst his French 
friends were playing their parts in the tragedies daily enacted in 
Paris; some, like the amiable Gustave Flourens-who has been 
described by Mr Washburne, then United States minister, as a 
'''young scholar," and one C2f. -"the most accomplished of the 
agitatOlil and revolutionists "-were laying down their lives; 
others, like those kindly and learned brothers, Elle and Elysee 
Reclus, were sacrificing their liberties. My father's whole being 
throbbed in sympathy with these men; but sympathise as he 
might., his reason could not commend. and he remained sadly silent, 
unable to approve, but refusing to condemn. 

This feeling of standing aside whilst so many old and dear friends 
were risking life and liberty was torture to a man of his tempera
ment, and when an opportunity occurred for active help on his ' 
part he welcomed it with joy. This opportunity came in the form 
of a request from some of the French leaders that he should act as 
intermediary between the Government of M. Thiers and the 
Commune. As a foreigner and a known friend of France, it was 
hoped that his intervention might be possible, and might lead to 
good results. 

The terms of peace which he was empowered to propose to 
M. Thiers were :-

(1.) Acceptance of the principle of Republican Government. 
A condition rendered absolutely necessary by the intrigues of the 
Legitimists' and the o"rleanists, who were striving to place the 
crown on the head of the Comte de Chambord, with successiQn to 
the Comte de Paris. 

au 
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(2.) A.bsolute and unconditional amnesty. for _ all political 
offences. • 

(3.) Election by the people of the Chief Executive power of the 
. Republic. Hostilities were to be suspended during the election, 

and disarmament to follow directly the result was known. 
When this commission reached Mr Bradlaugh, he had just set 

out on a course of lectures in Scotland; but with his heart full of 
hope that this might perhaps be the means of staying the terrible 
bloodshed, and the tragedies then taking place in France, he 
determined to allow nothing to d!llay him, and, neglecting his 
engagements, immediately left Edinburgh for London. In the 
columns of the National Reformer he himself told how his 
errand was frustrated and his journey prevented. 

On reaching Calais, after a somewhat rough passage, his ears 
were greeted with the II very old cry" of .. Passeports, Messieurs I" 
His passport was produced and his features examined by means of 
a lantern. The result of this examination was that a few minutes 
later he was ushered into the grim presence of the Chief of Police, 
at . the station passport office, II At first," related Mr Bradlaugh, 
.. this gentleman was slightly brusque, but concluded with a great 
display of courtesy. The following discussion, after the Socratic 
method, took place, all rights of questioning being reserved by the 
police:-

Chief of the Police: What is your nll!De' 
Charles Bradlaugh. 
What is your business , 
Editor of the National Reformer, to report for my journal 
But yon are something else besides editor' 
A little. 
You are one of the members of the International' 
I have not that honour • 
. You make great speeches' 
I try. 
You presidei at a meeting in Hyde Park the other day, 
I did not. 
I j:8DDot permit you to go to Paris; your presence there would 

be too dangerous. 
You do me too much honour to attribute to me so much 

influence. 
The Chief of the Police then look down a book in which 
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I Charles Bradlaugh' appeared in good bold characters, with about 
twenty lines opposite in writing, which; being very small, I eould 
not read. He then said: 'I have orders to arrest you. I must 
send you to the Sub-Prefect at Boulogne.''' 

After. being permitted to send a telegram to Versailles, he was 
sent o1rto Boulogne in charge of an officer and two men. 

When they arrived there at three in the morning, Boulogne was 
in total darkness, and then they had about a mile to walk through 
the driving rain before they reached the Sub-Prefecture. Here, 
except one man on duty, all appeared to be fast asleep, and M. Ie 
Sous-Prtlfet, apprised of Mr Bradlaugh's arrival, telegraphed to the 
Government for instructions,- refusing to take the case until the 
morning. . My father made up a .. bed " of all the chairs he eould 
find, and, still in the close custody of his three guardians, he 
attempted to pass the time in sleep. . 

"In the morning," he said, "another and more severe interrogation 
took pl~ce, the Sub-Prefect declaring that I had presided at the 
Sunday Hyde Park meeting U;t favour of the Commune; that I 
·had lately been on some revolutionary mission in Prussia; and that 
I had too much influence to be allowed to go to Paris, where I 
should be a rallying-point for all dangerous men." Mr Bradlaugh 
telegraphed to M. Favre, at Versailles, asking in what respect his 
position had altered since ten weeks earlier, when the Charge 
d' Aft"aires of France, acting under his orders, had tendered him the 
formal thanks of the French Government for the services he had 
rendered France. The only answer from the Government was an 
urgent and imperative order to quit France by the next packet, 
and a notice that his description had been sent to ·every railway 
station in France, with an order for his arrest in the event of his 
return. 

Some· months later, after the fall of the Commune, Mr Bradlaugh 
once more set out for Paris j he was again arrested at Calais, and 
this time kept prisoner for nearly three days, but was then released 
and allowed to proceed on his journey. The Commissaire at 
Calais showed him the order signed by Jules Favre in the previous 
April. It was emphatic and unequivocal, and ran thus: "Empechez 
a ]'If. Bradlaugh d'entrer a Paris a tout prix." * This document 
had apparently never been cancelled, hence Mr Bradlaugh's 

* Prevent Mr Bradlaugh from entering Paris, at any pliee. 
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second arrest. He was never afterWards hindered on his way to 
the French capital, although, during the Presidency of Monsieur 
Thiers, his movements while in Paris were carefully watched. At 
one time the French authorities assumed that he was masquerading 
under tIle name of "Lord Campbell," and the late Lord Campbell 
and Stratheden, who used to visit at the house of one of my father's 
friends in Paris, was made quite unhappy by having his move
ments watched by 'detectives intended for Mr Bradlaugh. The 
situation was not without its amusing side, for the particular 
business upon which Lord Campbell was engaged just then was 
connected with a marriage he wished to . contract with a young 
French lady •. 

After the fall of the Commune, London was' full of French 
refugees, many of whom were in poverty and' distress. My father' 
did hill. utmost to help them; he never had money to give away, 
but he did then what he always did in cases needing pecuniary 
help-he gave a lecture on their behalf. As his views upon the 
Commune and the .French situation were stated in some detail, I 
quote a few of the more important passages from a report of his 
lecturo which appeared in his own paper. * He had taken for his 
subject "French Republicanism;" and after he had dealt with 
the proclamations of the Republic in 1792 and 1848, and the 
declaration of the 4th of September, he said:- . 

"Coming now to the 18th March, and the Commune, the 
audience would remember that he- bad in that hall,' withina few 
hours of that date, guarded himself from any expression for or 
against a movement which appeared then to have but slight con
fidence in its own leaders, and which had at that date issued no 
programme. In judging it now, he should judge it more favour
ably than he did then, trying to avoid alike the exaggeration. of its 
foes, and the indiscriminating endorsement of its friend!t. It was 
charged against the men of Paris that they commenced with the 
assassinations of Generals Lecomte and Clement Thomas-no one 
could justify these assassinations-but if this were to. form ground 
for the condemnation of the Commune, which disclaimed all 
participation in the act, with how much more force would other 
forms of government fall under the same condemnation. Napoleon 
L shot the Duc d'Enghien in a ditch; Louis XVIII. shot Marshal 

• National &/orrTI#r, Dec. 24, 1871 • 
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Ney j and although, according to the laws of France, capital 
punishment for political offences had been abolished, the present 
Government shot Cremieux, Rosse!, Ferri, and Bourgeois. He did 
not justify or excuse the shooting of the Generals j but those who 
c~ndemned it should see whether their own hands were clean. Of 
the latest shootings he hardly dared trust himself to speak. 
M. Thiers had sheltered himself behind a Committee of Pardons, 
although he feared that it would not be an incorrect guess to 
hazard that M. Thiers' own influence had hindered any com
mutation. He considered ihe 18th March a fatal mistake, a sad 
blow to the prospects of Republicanism. The Commune asked for 
the recognition and consolidation of the Republic. But he denied 
their right to do that by force of arms. They had great provoca
tion, for they had seen Republicanism and Garibaldi insulted at 
Bordeaux j they knew that the majority of the Chamber were 
Legitimist and Orleanist, that M. Thiers was Republican only in' 
name, and that Prussia even had been intriguing to put Henry V. 
on the throne. • • '.' But did the Commune initiate the struggle 
of force' The people of Paris had arms: they had these under the 
Constitution; they took other arms, to which also they claimed a 
Constitutional right. It was due to Thiers' weakness and want of 
capacity that there was any struggle for the cannon on Montmartre, 
or perhaps at all. He treated the men of Paris as rebels, ignoring 
that he was the chief of the executive power of a government of 
rebellion, unendorsed by any vote of the country. He refused all 
overtUres of peace in a manner unworthy a man in his position, 
and availed himself of iron, steel, famine, and a worse than 
Prussian bombardment, to drive to frenzy men whom it might 
have been possible to win at an earlier st.age by judicious negotia
tion. • . . • It was not wonderful that the Commune fell. There 
was a demon of suspicion, division, and even treachery amongst 
prominent men, and the terrible demoralisation of the masses, 
resulting from their position and the long continuance of the 
previous siege. The wonder was that it stood -60 long. It was 
remarkable how free the city was from common crime. There were, 
in all the Avenue Montaigne, only some two or' three concierges 
left in charge, and all the property was as safe at the end of the 
siege as at the beginning. The rent of a first floor in one of those -
houses was .£1000 a year, the furniture in proportion. Yet there _ 
was no pillage, as there would have been under almost any other 
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~vemment, with houses left deserted by their owners. But it was 
said that the hostages were shot and the buildings were burnt. 
Now he would be the last to utter one word of justification or. 
defence. He trusted that he might" never have to take part in an 
armed revolution. Ho believed that if in such a case it was pro
posed that the public buildings of our city should be destroyed, as 
those of Paris had been, he would kill without mercy the man who 
would attempt it. The only thing that could be said was that the 
men of Paris were ringed round with fire and steel, and all hope of 
mercy was shut out. To keep them in, Papal Zouaves on the one 
side, Prussian bayonets on the other. No quarter offered, no 
generous word of pardon spoken. It could not be wondered if in 
madness they committed those crimes. It was cruel and cowardly 
to kill the hostages, but was it for the Versailles troops to reproach 
the Commune with that, The madness of cruelty had been great 

. on both ~des, and the criminality was the w.:eater on the part 
of the stronger. • • • The cry of vengeance raised [against the 
bourgeoisie] was criminal, it was also a blunder; for if-nothing 
was to be done until the middle class was exterminated, then hope 
was impossible; it never could be exterminated. There should be 
no question of war in any political movement between the working 
and the middle classes. • • • A policy of conciliation as recom
mended by Talandier was the true ono. Each must, if 'they could 
not forget the wrongs of yesterday, at any rate remember that fresh 
blood will not wash out these wrongs.. Nations were not to be made 
up of one class or of another class, but of the people which included 
all classes. Here [in England] he desired a Republic, and would 
work for it; but if he could picture, as the only possibility, the 
walking to its achievement with bloody hands, fire and smoke, 
.ind grim visage, he would turn away now, ere it was too late. 
Republicanism in France would have enough difficult>: without 
class war. Her suddenly increased national debt made(y'hurden 
not to be borne with impunity. Self-restraint was il.~ed to 
conquer hate. Generosity on both sides, to forgive alike errors 
and crimes. Amnesty Jor yesterday, peace for to-morrow, an then 
a true Republic might grow in the fair land of France. .. \ 

A malicious paragraph subsequently went the round of the i>\ess 
stating that the French refugees, on whose behalf this lecture had 
been delivered, had unanimously refused the proceeds. Of colrse 
this statement was utterly devoid of truth; the refugees, 'f~ 

. , 
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refusing the help of their friend, accepted it gratefully, and sent 
to:Mr Bradlaugh a formal vote of thankS and an official receipt 
signed by the secretary and the treasurer of .. La Fraternelle," the 
Society of French Refugees. 

The acquaintance between Madame de Brimont imd Mr Brad
laugh, commencing in her visit to his lodgings on the 17th of 
September 1870, ripened into a ~endship which lasted for the 
rest of my father's life. From that September day these two never 
ceased to be friends; through good report and ill report Madame 
de Brimont stood by him. While my father lay upon what proved 
to be his deathbed, I received a letter from her in which, writing in 
French, she sent him a message from "sa meilleure amie," "and that," 
she said, "I think I may claim to-be, for during the twenty years I 
have known him I have never once swerved in my friendship for 
him-no, not for a single moment." My father, very weak and ill, 
was deeply moved when I read the lette~ to him. "It is true," he 
said brokenly, "it is true. .. 

In visiting at Madame dEl Bnmont's in London and in Paris 
Mr Bradlaugh became acquainted with mimy of the best known 
men in France. The Prince NapoMon he met in London at 
Madame de Brimont's apartments at the Grosvenor Hotel. He 

. Diet him, and. had fully an hour's talk with him before he knew to 
whom he had been chatting so freely; the title" Monseigneur" 

.given to his companion by another visitor fell upon his ear; his 
mind i~mediately ran over the .. monseigneurs" likely to be 
present, and by a process of elimination be arrived at the right 
one. These two men, so marke1lly dissimilar on most- points, so 
similar on one or two, were at once mutually attracted. The name 
of Napoleon was a hateful one to Mr Bradlaugh; -the idea of a 
reputed" professional demagogue" was hardly likely to be pleasing 
to a NapoMon; yet despite all thp probabilities in favour of a 
determined antipathy on both sides, they were the-best of friends. 
Prince Jerome, who was a Freethinker, wen-t to hear Mr Bradlaugh's 
speeches at the Hall of Science, at the Dialectical Society; and 
elsewhere, and was delighted with theI)l. My father told me an 
amusing little anecdote concerning the first time he dined with 
Prince Jerome. He (?lfr Bradlaugh) did not at that time own the 
luxury of a "dress suit," and therefore was obliged to wear his 
ordinary frock coat and black tie. His host met him, dressed 
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of course in the regUlation fashion; a few minutes later, as others 
came into the room, he disappeared, returning after a moment or 
two dressed also in a frock coat and black tie. My father's eye 
was quick to note this courtesy, and within a few days he regret
fully spent money he could ill spare on a dress suit, determined 
never to put anyone to that trouble for him again. 

Very many letters passed between the two, covering a period 
from 1871 to 1889. lIr Bradlaugh often greatly disapproved of 
the projects of the Prince, and this after some years had the 'effect 
of lessening their intimacy. although it did not lessen their friend
ship. When, in Paris Mr Bradlaugh was always a welcome visitor 
at 86 Boulevart Malesherbes, or later at the' house in the ~venue 
d' Antin, and once he visited the Prince at the Villa de Pranzins. 
During the last ten years, however, they saw each other but little, 
although an occasional letter passed, always on Prince Napoleon's 
side of a w~m, friendly character, like the one I now give:- ' 

"Villa de Pranzins, Pres Nyon. 
"Canton de Vaud, Suisse. 30 7bre 1887. 

II MON CUES MONSIEUR BRADLAUGH,-Quand on VOUB a connu e~ 
appreci4 on ne VOllS oubHe pas. 

"Je Buis'charm4 que mon livre voua ait fait plaisir. Eli vous avez Ie 
temps lirez Ie, maia n'oubliez pas que c'est un livre lmiquement fran9ais. 
Je lis quelque foia vos diacours-voua traversez une crise-quhl. en sera. 
Ie r6sultat I Je voia que VOUI n'avez pas oubli4 votre D'an9llis. Jevous 
renouvelle toua mea sentiments d'amities.-Votre affectionn4 

.. NAl'OL:i!:ON." • 

Thelasl; occasion on which these two met was in 1889. when the 
Prince in crossing the Channel met' with that terrible disaster in 
which his old valet lost his life. He wished my father to help' 
him about his will; he told him quite tranquilly that he was 
suffering from Bright's disease, that he could not po&Sibly live 
much longer; he had property in England as well as in France. and 
he wished to bequeath to his younger son. Prince Louis. of whom 

• ",My DEAR Ma BRADLAl1GH,-When ons has known and appreciated. 
you, one does not forget you. 

.. I am charmed t\at my book has given you pleasure. If you have the 
_ time, read it, but do not forget that it is a book entirely French. I some-, 

tim811 read your speeches-you are passing through a crisis-what will be the 
result I I see that you have not forgotten your French. I renew every 
sentiment ofafl'ection for you.-Your affectionate NAPOLEON." 
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he was very fond, every penny that the law did not compel him 
to leave to the elder son, Prince Victor. Over the dinner-table 
they had a long chat upon this and other matters, and my father 
promised to draft a will After this they never met again. On 
his return my father told me how aged, shrunken, and ill the 
Prince looked; in commiserating his condition we had not the 
remotest idea that he was himself stricken with that identical 
complaint, and would be the first to die! The su&,"llStions. or 
draft, for a will were sent according to promise, and Mr Bradlaugh 
received the following acknowledgment:-

"Villa de Prannns, Pres Nyon, 
"Canton de Vaud, Suisse, i Mai 1889. 

a MON CIIBR BRADLAUGH,-J'ai rectu Ie projet-de loin et par ecrit il 
est difficiIe de m'en rendre compte. Je me:reserver d'en parler avec 
vous a un prochain voyage que je ferai peu~tre a Londres. 

a Recevez, mon cher Monsieur Bradlaugh, llissnrance de toute ma 
consideration la plus distingnee. N APOLBoN." • 

At Madame de Brimont's lIr Bradlaugh also met MonsieUr 
Emile de Girardin, then of course well on in Year5, but remark
able for his keen wit and clear-headedness-although I must 
confess that I did not, at that time at least, admire his keen wit. 
One evening, while we were in Paris for our schooling. my sister 
and I were introduced to him; he looked at us both critically, 
then again at my sister, and,- not knowing that we underStood 
French, turned to Madame de -Brimonl; and said: II J'aime mieu:!: 
celle-ci. " I was quite conscious that my sister was better liked 
than I, and deservedly so, but to hear such a preference stated 
thus coolly before one'a face is rather a shock to any girl 
Then there was Monsieur Emanuel Ara"ao, a tremendous talker, 
who had- been one of the Government of the 4th of September, 
and with Jules Favre stood at the window of the Hotel de Ville 
with Gambetta when he proclaimed the Republic of France; 

,there were also M. Dupont-Whyte, the economist; M. Masse, a 
judge of appeal; M. Edouard PourtaIes, a journalist of great 

• "lIy DIUR BBADLAUGH,-I have received the draft-at this distance 
and in writing it is difficult for me to fully understand it. I propose to talk 
it over with YOI1 on my nen visit to London, which I ahall perhaps make 
Bhort1y. Recein, my deAl' IIr BradJaugh, tpc assurance of my most distin· 
guished consideration. NAPOLBoS,-



THE 'COMMUNE, AND APTER. S31 

pertinacity and even greater notoriety, and many others whose 
names now escape my memory. Leon Gambetta, * Mr Bradlaugh 
first met, not, I think, at Madame de ,Brimont's, but elsewhere. 
Yves Guyot, too, had long been a fast friend. 

For his intimacy with such people as Prince Napoleon and 
M. de Girardin, Mr Bradlaugh was much attacked by a certain 
section of the French Republicans, as well as by Dr Karl Marx, 
who held him up to public obloquy for having committed the 
terrible crime of dining with such people. Mr Bradlaugh's 
answer to this was: ".As to where I mayor may not have- dined, 
it is too ridiculous for serious reply. I have dined with a bishop, 
without giving allegiance to the Church of England; with a Jewish 
Rabbi, without adopting the faith of A.braham; I broke bread 
more than once with good old Father Spratt of Dublin, without 
inclining to Roman Catholicism." Such attacks as these troubled 
him little, .but, although it made no difference to his conduct, he 
felt deeply hurt when some two or three French friends for and 
with whom he had worked did not understand that he could know 
a Prince and yet remain a Republican. 

• In the following extract from an article written by Mr Bradlaugh in 
January 1884 upon II The Attitude of Freethought in Politics," allusion is 
made to an interesting conversation held with Gambetta :-" My personal 
attitude as a Freethinker in politics," said Mr Bradlaugh, "was the subject 
of 80me hostile discussion in France about four years ~go, when the partisans 
of M. Jules Ferry were rigorously and, as Ithol1gh~ harshly, enforcing the 
laws against the clerical orders. I strongly disapproved of the application 
of penal laws to the religious orders. It was very forcibly and very justly 
urged to me by my Radical French friends, that these religious orders had 
been, and were, the persevering and persistent foes of liberty, and that when 
their party was in power, the clerical legion were merciless in persecuting the 
Republicans and Freethinkers. My answer was and is: • As I do not admit 
the right of the Church to use the law to suppress or punish me, neither will 
I claim or countenance the use oC the law against the Church.' It was urged, 
and quite truly, that the Roman Catholic Church throughout its whole 
history had been the never·ceasing persecutor and oppressor of all aspirations 
for human liberty. My answer still was aud is: • We should fight with the 
pen, the press, the tongue, the school j not the gaol or the officer of the law.' 
If we cannot win with reason, I will not try to win with force. Victory with 

, the latter only decides which it is that is temporarily strongest. In a long 
conversation Bome eleven years ago-which went far into the night-with the 
late M. Leon Gambetta, in which he plainly pnt difficulties caused to the 
Republican party by the enmity of Clericalism to progress in France, and 
painted in vivid colours the dauger of the stroggle, I took the same ground, 
and here again I maintain it." 



CHAPTER XXXIII. 

A DOZEN DEBATES, 1870-1873. 

IN 1870 Mr Braillaugh held five oral debates: one with Mr G. J. 
Holyoake, in London, in the month of March; the next with 
Alexander Robertson of Dundounochie, at Edinburgh, in June; 
the third and fifth with the Rev. A. J. Harrison, at Newcastle, in 
September, and at Bristol, in December; while the fourth debate 
was held with David King,* at Bury, in December. Besides these 
tllere was a written debate upon Exodus xxi. 7-11, with ?lfr B. H. 
Cowper. - . 

The discussion with Mr GeQrge Jacob Holyoake occupied two 
successive nights, the 10th and 11th of March, -and was by 
far the most important of the five. It represents different schools 
of Freethought, and was for many years--is, perhaps, at the present 
day-copiously quoted, especially by persons opposed to every 
view of Freethought, who would confound representatives of one 
school by quoting opinions taken from the other. The full wording 
of the subjects discussed was: for the first night "The Principles 
of Secularism do not include Atheism; JJ for the second" Secular 
Criticism does not involve Scepticism." Mr Holyoake maintained 
the affirmative of these propositions, and each disputailt occupied 
two half-hours on each evening; Mr Austin Holyoake took the 
chair on both occasions. The difference between Mr Braillaugh 
and Mr Holyoake was not 80 much a difference of opinion as a 
difference of the methods of advocacy of their opinion. Both were 
Freethinkers of the most convinced kind; but while Mr Bradlaugh 
called himself an Atheist, !lfr Holyoake chose rather to describe 
himself as a Secularist, and the whole difference between them is 
indicated in these -two names. The word" Atheist" had been
and is still, to some extent-used as a term of opprobrium; it has 
been perverted from its natural meaning to imply everything that 

• No accurate report of this debate existe. 
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is vile; Mr Bradlaugh wore the name defiantly, and held to it the 
closer for the sake of the slandered Atheists of the past. He was 
an Atheist, i.e. II without God," in the simple meaning of the word j 
if others chose ,to attach to it an odious significance, the discredit 
lay in the narrowness of their minds and not in the Atheist, 
compelled to endure the baseless calumnies heaped upon him. 
Mr Bradlaugh was no II Infidel":" he least of any could be branded 
8S unfaithful; but since Atheist and Infidel were often used 8S 

synonymous tel'II1l!, be did not even flinch from sharing ihe name 
of "Infidel" with those brave workers for religious and political 
liberty, such as Paine or Richard Carlile. Nevertheless, Infidel 
he was not, although Atheist he was. 

Now, Mr Holyoake was equally an Atheist, but he did not see 
that there was anything to be gained by the use of a name which 
had 80 undeserv~dly become a term of reproach j' he preferred to 
find a new name and make a fresh start tinder new colours. In a -
debate held seventeen years before with the Rev. Brewin Grant, 
Mr Holyoake had said that opprobrium was associated' with the 
word" Atheist," and that this would be got rid of by the use of 
the word II Secularist," which would also bring before the mind 
the moral objects in view. Moved probably by the idea of making 
the path easy to the faint-hearted who were frightened by the 
bogey conjured up by the word" Atheist," MrHolyoake was 
anxious to disassociate his new name altogether from Atheism, 
and went so far as to say that Secularism did not involve Atheism 
or Scepticism. Thus the new Secularism looked askance at the 
old Atheism, and seemed anxious to have it known that the two 
had II no counection." Mr Holyoake regarded the" imputation" 
that Secularism involved Atheism and Scepticism as .. the greatest 
impediment in the way of" national Secular education. He 
claimed for his Secularism that it was a "new form of Free
thought," perfectly independent of Athelsm or Theism. Secularism 
proposed .. to set up principles of nature in the place of principles 
of theology, and found, if possible, a kingdom of reason for 
those who found the kingdom of faith inadequate or unreliable." 
Secularism, Mr Holyoake contended, should assert its own prlD.
ciples, but not jUlsail others, neither needing to assail nor 
condescending to assail theological systems. These ideas will 
doubt~ess commend themselves to many, especially to those who 
do not lobk under the surface of the words; but we know that 
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before we can put nature .. in the place of" theology, we must 
depose theology, and we also know that when geology points out 
the secular truth of the numberless ages it luis taken to form the 
earth's crust, by the mere assertion of such a truth it assails the 
theological dogma of the creation of the world in seven days. 
Mr Bradlaugh in his speech put it in this way: "The Secularist 
finda the kingdom of faith impossible, he finds belief in GOO. 
impossible, he finds belief in religion impossible. What is the 
difference between finding belief in God impossible and an Atheist'!" 
He said further: "Although at present it may be perfectly true 
that all men who are Secularists are not Atheists, I put it that in 
my opinion the logical consequence of the acceptance of Secularism 
must be that the man gets to Atheism if he has brains enough to 
comprehend." lIr Holyoake spoke of various bodies all over the 
kingdom occupied with a negative form of Freethought; he met 
with many orators who were mere negationists. The stock-in-trade 
ofa negationist, he said, is the simplest possible; he has only to 
deny what some one else holds, and he is set up in the art of 
warfare. But these societies and these orators were entirely 
unknown to Mr Bradlaugh; those he had worked with for ten 
years or more had done positive work, and of this he gave many 
instances. This attack and reply are of importance because the 
terms II negationist" and "destructive freethought" have grown 
into cant phrases, used as terms of reproach by persons who do not 
tr~lUble to consider either exactly what they mean, or whether there 
is anyone to whom they are really applicable. Mr Holyoake asserted 
that Atheism does not embody a system of morals, while Mr 
Bradlaugh replied that "You cannot have a scheme of morality 
without Atheism. The Utilitarian scheme is an Atheistical 
scheme. The Utilitarian scheme is a defiance of the doctrine of 
Providence, and a protest against God. "Referring to Mr Holy
oake's objection to the words .. Infidelity" and "Atheism" because 
of the opprobrium which has gathered ronnd them, Mr Bradlaugh 
said:-

"I maintain that the opprobrium cast upon the word Atheism 
is a lie. I believe Atheists as a body to be men deserving respect
I know the leading men among them who have made themselves 
prominent, and I do not care what kind of character religious men 
may put round the word Atheist, I would fight nntil men respect 
it;. I do not quarrel with the word i Secular' if it is taken to 
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include this body of men, but I do object to it if we are told 
Atheism has nothing to do with it. I object when we are told 
that Atheisin is not its province, because I say that the moment 
you tell me that you have to deal with the affairs of this life, to 
the exclusion of the rest, you must ~ effect de~y the rest. If you 
do not deny the rest, you leave your Secularism in doubt, you 
partially paralyse the efforts on. your own side. If you tell our 
people, 'You must not impugn the sincerity of your opponents, 
that you must not impute bad motives to them,' .when they read' 
the foul lies heaped on the graveS of the great dead, and hear the 
base calumnies used against the hard-working living, I say you are 
teaching to them that which I do not consider their duty. You' 
should never lightly impute, never rashly urge against any 
opponent motives, you should never do it without full proof to 
justify your imputation." 

The proposition for the second night's debate, as worded by Mr 
Holyoake. was, "Secular Criticism does not involve Scepticism." 
Mr Bradlaugh opened in a very careful speech. Dealing first with 
the word Scepticism, he went on to say, "Criticism is, I presume, 
the art of judging upon the merits of any given proposition; and 
I put it, that you cannot have criticism at a11 without doubt. 
Doubt is, in fact, the beginning of knowledge, and I put it 
expressly, that it is utterly impossible to have Secular Criticism 
without having scepticism; as to the dogmas of Theology in 
general, and Scepticism as to the Bible and Christianity in 
particular. tt He then proceeded to state in detail and at conside,r
able length the points of Scepticism involved by Secular Criti
cism. Mr Holyoake, so far from traversing this position, really 
endorsed it when he said (in his first speech o~ the second night): 
"The secular method is to criticise the Scriptures so as to adopt 
that which is usefu1, leaving alone that which is mischIevous or 
disagreeable." A criticism of the Scriptures, undertaken with the 
view of accepting ROme points as worthy and rejecting others as 
unworthy, caunot by any possibility exclude' scepticism. We 
examine a set of precepts, we _ judge them, we distinguish 
between the false and the true, the beauties and the blemishes. 
To do this, we must begin by doubting their truth and beauty as 
a whole, and before we can leave any alone, we must be scepticai 
whether a belief in them is necessary to our salvation and a dis
belief jn them a sure road to eternal damnation. lIr Holyoako 
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aL~o spoke favourably of ignoring Christianity, apparently failing 
-to see that in a country, Christian by law, with a StatHupport.ed 
Christian religion and Christianity taught in our schools, to ignore 
is impossible. Much of Mr Holyoalie'B speech had no bearing upon 
the subject under discussion, but.was simply an attack upon perBOllll 
and the more transitory aspects of the Atheistic position. To this 
?Ir :Brad laugh replied,-and of course his reply was as irrelevant as 
the attack, but putting this aside, he asked in his last speech: 
"-Has Mr Holyoake shown that Secular Criticism does not involve 
Scepticism I Not at ail What secular principles has he advanced 
which are iJ;lconsistent with the position I take t None." I think 
with this every:one who carefully reads the debate wiJI agree. Mr 
Holyoake m his final speech, which also wound up the debate, 
indulged in considerable sarcasm at his opponent's expense, and 
made his memorable and oft-quoted sneer at the Hall of Science; 
speaking of it as "this kind of place in which we DOW meet, 
-opposite a lunatic asylum, where people, so the enemy says, 
naturally expect to find us." :Before sitting down, Mr HolY08ke 
quoted statements he had made elsewhere as to Secularism, from 
one of which I will take a few lines, in order to put his position 
fairly in his own words :-

"Secularism," he said, "is not an argument against Christianity, 
it is one independent of it. It does not question the pretensions 
of Christianity, it advances others. Secularism does Dot say there 
is no light and guidance elsewhere, but maintains that there is light 
and guidance in secular truth, whose conditions and sanctions exist 
independently, act independently, and act forever. -Secular know
ledge is manifestly that kind of knowledge which is founded in 
this life, which relates to the conduct of this life, conduces to the 
welfare of this life, and is capable of being tested by the experience 
of this life." 

Mr Austin Holyoake, who, as I have said, occupied the chair on 
both evenings, was specially invited by his brother to express his 
opinion. This he 'objected to do at the debate, but he afterwards 
wrote a short criticism, in the course of which he asked the per
tinent question: "How can anyone not an Atheist be a Secularistl" 

- and the answer to this would, I think, be hard to find. 
On the 22nd and 23rd of June Mr :Bradlaugh met Alex

ander Robertson, Esq., of Dundonnochie, to discuSs with him 
the Existence of Deity. The meetings were held in the New 
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Waverley Hall, Edinburgh, and there was a large attendance on 
each evening. Mr Robertson, however, proved utterly incom
petent i and the affair, regarded as a debate, was a complete 
fiasco. * On the second evening, indeed, a number of Christians' 
left the room as a protest against Mr.Robertson's method:of advo
cacy. All that I need note here is that Mr, Bradlaugh once more 
stated his position as an Atheist. I l'epeat it, as he himself put it 
at different times in his life, because even to this day his views are 
often misapprehended. , 

In his opening speech Mr Robertson had conjured up several 
absurd theories of Atheism (amongst which the inevitable 
.. chance "-made world figured), and' had triumphantly disposed 
of them. Mr Bradlaugh. in his reply said :-

II I am an Atheist, but I do not Bay there is no God; and until 
you tell me what you mean by God I am not mad enough to say 
anything of the kind. So long as the word I God' represents 
nothing to me, so long as it is a word that is not the correlative 
and expression of something clear and distinct, I am not going 
to tilt against what may be nothing-nowhere. Why should It 
If you tell me that by God you mean ISOInething' which created 
the universe, which before the act of creation was not; I some
thing' which has the power of destroying that universe; I some
thing' which. rules and governs it, and which nevert~eless is 
entirely distinct and different in substance from the universe
then I am prepared to deny that any such existence can' be. JJ 

. On the next evening he referred to this, and enlarged upon it 
thus:-

II I said last night that the Atheist does not say there is no 
God,' so long as the word simply represents an indefinite quantity 
or quality - of you don't know what, you don't know where: 
but I object to the God of Christianity, and absolutely deny it. 
In all ages men have fashioned their Gods according to their 
want of knowledge-the more ignorant 'the people, the more 

• The Fit. N_ spoke of it a9 a meeting between ~. the Atheist and the 
ignoramus,» and the Christian New8 said: II The second night's debate was 
no debate. So completely tlidthe 'l'heist fail, in more senses than one, that 
he need never appear in the city of Edinburgh again as a defender of 
religion." 

y 
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numerous their deities, because the Gods represented their personi
fications of force. Men beheld phenomena beyond, and inde
pendent of, human ability, and they ascribed these phenomena to 
deities, the 'God' in each case representing their ignorance." 

The first debate with the Rev. A. J. Harrison was held for t:!"o 
nights in September, at the Newcastle Town Hall; and 3000 
persons, at least, were' present on each night. For each speaker 
there was a partisan chairman, -and over these an impartial 
umpire-an arrangement particularly disliked by Mr Bradlaugh, 
who thought one chairman quite sufficient, and who was always 
willing that that one should be unconneCted with the Freethought 
party. The umpire-that is to say, the real chairman-was on this 
occasion Lieut.-CoL Perkins, and he won golden opinions for his 
tact, unfailing good humour, and courtesy, -qnalities which the 
uproarious spirit of the audience rendered very necessary. Mr 
HMrison has a 1:ertain repu~tion, so that I call hardly pass this 
first debate with my father without some notice, as I might other
'wise have been tempted. to do; for, in truth, I do not think there 
is very much to be learned from it. Mr Harrison worded the 
subjects to be discussed, and Mr Bradlaugh accepted every con· 
dition which was proposed. The propositions which the reverend 
'gentleman chose to affirm were: (1.) That,Secularism, distinctively 
considered, is not' a system of truth, and therefore cannot justify 
its existen<:e to the reason; and (2.) That Secnlarism, distinctively 
considered, is not a system of morality, and is therefore unworthy 
of trust as a guide. Mr HarriSon opened the debate by examining 
the proposition he himself hiuI worded, declaring at the outset that 
Secularism could not be a system of tll1th, "fir", because it has 
no truth to offer; and second, because it is not a system at all" 
Mr Bradlaugh, in repiy, thought it was hardly necessary to discuss 
"what is needed to constitute a system, or whether Secularism is a 
system or not, because," he said, .. I think I have made it clear 
enough all my life through that the great merit of the thought of 
which I am permitted to be the advocate is that it does not pre
tend that anyone man, or any dozen of men, have a right to lay 
down a number of propositions, and say, • These make" system 
which shall bind the world.'" Mr Harrison contended that there 
were three kinds of Atheism-the Atheism of doubt, the Atheism 
of ignorance, and a compound of doubt and ignorance, which laSt, 
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laid the reverend disputant politely. was .. Mr Eradlaugh'a own 
Atheism." 

This version of his riewa my father repudiated as "monstrously 
unfair as well as utterly Untrue." and then went on to deal with 
IUch other allegations as : ' 

.. Tbd the Atheist could commit murder. or steal. without 
fear of the consequences. To try the actual value of the argu
ment, " he said, "it is not unfair to ask. Did a Theist ever steal! 
If 80. then a belief in God and his power to punish have been 
inanfticient to prevent him from committing the crime.. The fad 
i., that those who overlook such arguments overlook the great 
truth that all men seek happiness, though in diverse ·fashiona.. 
The Atheists hold that by teaching men the real road to human 
happine.aa, it is possible to keep them from the by-ways of 
criminality and error. The Atheist would teach men to be moral 
now. not because God offered 88 an inducement some reward by
and-by, but becaU68 in the rirtuoua ad iteelf immediate good was 
en.sured to the doer, and to the world stmOuuWng him. The 
Atheist would prevent men from lying, stealing, muldering. not 
from fear of the eternal consequences after death, but because 
crime made this life itself • course of misery. On the other hand, 
Theism, by IlIIIl8I'ting that God. was the creator and governor of the 
universe, hindered and checked man'a efforts by declaring God'a 
will to be the sole and controlling power. Atheists, by declaring 
all events to be in accordance with natural.laWB-that is, happening 
in eerlain ascertained sequences--stimnlated men to discover the 
best conditions of l}fe. and offered the most powerful inducements 
to morality.-

In spite Qf this statement, direetly bearing on the affirmative 
truths tsugh\ by.Atheism, Mr Harrison continued fD mge that lli 
Bradlaugh had not proved that there was anything positive in 
Atheism. II All that Mr Eradlaugh said was positive with regard 
to Atheism belon.,ued to Science and not to Atheism" he said. 
apparently failing to see that Science itself is really Atheistic in 
the true and literal acceptation of the wold, although its teachem 
and professors may be Theists.. Scl8nce' teaches the on.,ain and 
nature of phenomena without reference to God. and IOmeUmea 
even in dired COILtradiction to theological dogmas. 

On the following evening Mr Haniaon lOught to prove that 
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Secularism was not a trustworthy moral guide, and to this end he 
contended that Atheism was without the moral help that came 
from (1) a belief in God, (2) a belief in immortality, and (3) a 
study of human nature. This last contention showed utter ignor
ance or misapprehension of the Atheistic position. Mr Bradlaugh, 
in reply, dealt very trenchantly with the kind of moral help to be 
obtained from the God of the Old and New Testament, but he 
was stopped in his argument, as it was ruled that he must not deal 
with any particular phase of Theism, only with Theism generally. 
Before he was stopped, however, he stated that-

," The position of the Atheist was that he did not affirm a 
universe, and outside it a God; but he said, • By your knowledge 
of the conditions of existence, so you may shape, and so will be 
shaped, your thought and your conduct, and that thought and 
that conduct which tend to the greatest happiness of tQ1 peatest 
number, and to the least injury of any-that thoughl and that 
conduct are moral, whatever your religious profession may be.' 
But that guide to morality was not got out of any system of 
Theism; it was purely Atheistic-that was, it was found outside 
God, without God," 

During this debate my father was suffering very much from a 
relaxed throat, and on both nights he had to speak amidst con
siderable uproar, the audience being exceedingly noisy. In his 
final speech, on the second evening, he became so exhausted by 
the continual interruption and outcries that he begged his 
audience .. in mercy" and "humanity" to allow him to finish 
his argument in quiet, but this was an appeal which fell upon 
deaf ears.* 

• "The last speech of Mr Bradlaugh's was a piece of almos~ unparalleled 
eloquence, which might have been very effective had he received fair play, 
but this, we are sorry to say, was uudoubtedly denied him, and he proceeded 
amidst a storm of interruptions, hissings, and howlings, renewed again and 
again."-Blyt1l. Weekly News. . 

"Mr Bradlaugh was stormed down, and really refused a hearing. This 
Jrind of conduct was bad on the face of it. If his arguments were ridiculous, 
they would be the easier answered. If they were beyond or beside the point 
at issue, they were unworthy a replY.'.'-Suflderland. EfJ6ning Chronicl6. 

The Newcastle papers gave lengthy reports of the proceedings, and the 
Weekly Ohronicle remarked that, in consequence of his suffering from an 
affection of the throat, the effect of a severe oold, Mr Bradlaugh "sustained 
the debate with considerable p~in and difficulty." 
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The restrictions placed upon Mr Bradlaugh by the conditions of 
the Newcastle debate were such as to cause great irritation and 
discontent amongst Freethinkers j * and in consequence, a second 
debate was 'fixed to take place at Bristol on the 13th and 14th 
December. The subject chosen -for argument was "TheiSm 
11. Atheism." Professor Newman was in the chair, and on each 
evening there was a very large attendance. Inthe course of his 
introductory remarks Professor Newman mentioned an iriteresting 
discussion society then in existence in London-" a society," he 
said, II called a Metaphysical Club. It was commenced by the 
poet, Mr Alfred Tennyson, and, I believe, by Mr Browning also. 
They associated with them certain eminent gentlemen in London, 
and they induced Archbishop Manning to enter it. Professor Hux
ley and others are also members of it, and it was made a condition 
that in their discussions every member should be free to deny the 
existence of God, and Archbishop Manning entirely concurs in 
this. Mr James Martineau, my friend, a very eminent and intel
lectual gentleman, belonged to it, and he regarded it to be essential 
that persons must speak out from the bottom of their hearts, 
otherwise they did not get the fulness of the argument." 

Mr Harrison opened with a speech much more subtle than any 
of those delivered at Newcastle, and was throughout more cour
teous, though even now there were phrases which would have been 
better left unsaid, and, while extremely careful to keep his oppon
ent within the limits imposed by the conditions of the debate, he 
was not always 80 scrupulous about his own words. t Mr Brad
laugh's arguments \Vere clear and forcible to a degree j he was 
evidently in much better form than on the previous occasion, but 
it is not easy to detach passages, although there is much that is 
valuable as giving different aspects of his opinions.t In the 

. • II I had said, in the courae of my remarks a.:,aainst Secularism, that 
Secularism 1I'U Atheism, and Atheism 1I'U a negation. M.r Bradlaugh 
claimed the right to say what Atheism negate~ According to the conditions 
of the debate, I objected to that subject being entered into II (the Rev. A. J. 
Harrison, December 1870). These words show how peculiarly one-sided the 
conditions were. , 

t .. If llr Bradlaugh had objected to some things said by Mr Harrison last 
night, I should have said they were out of order" (prof. Newman on the 
eecond evening). 

:tTh088 who wish to read the whole argument will find a verbatim report 
in the Natimlallle/ormer for 25th Dec. 1870 and lst Jan. 1871. . 
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following May the Rev. A. J. Harrison and Mr Bradlaugh engaged 
in a third' ,contest. This was conducted in Socratic' form: no 
speeches were made, the discussion being limited to question and 
answer. ?lfr Harrison undertook to prove that "there is an 
Intelligent Being sl!perior -to man,'" and Mr Bradlaugh that 
"there is not and cannot be an Infinite, Omnipotent, Immutable 
Being distinct from the Universe." This discussion was held at 
Birmingham, and lasted three nights. But even this did not 
satisfy the disputants-and exhaust their energy, for in 1872 they 
had yet another debate, which was this time held in London, at 
the Hall of Science. The subject discussed at· this, their fourth 
public controversy, was the teaching of Christian Theism if as 
represented on a certain page in Mr Bradlaugh's pamphlet, "A 
Plea for Atheism." . 

In the summer of 1872 Father Ignatius wrote to Mr Bradlaugh, 
asking that an opportunity might be given him to address an 
audience of London Freethinkers; This request was readily 
acceded to, but in consequence'of other work and ill-health Father 
Ignatius was obliged to delay the delivery of this address until the 
end of November. The.Hall of Science, which was put at his 
disposal, was crowded right out to the street, and it was estimated 
that at least two thousand persons were unable to gain admittance. 
Mr Austin Holyoake presided over what was really an informal 
4ebate. Father Ignatius elected to speak on "Jesus Christ, the 
central point of human history," and when he had finished Mr 
Bradlaugh spoke for an equal time in reply. The audience, densely 
crowded as it was, listened intently and earnestly, and the perfect 
stillness maintained during both speeches was broken only by 
applause. Nota sound of dissent was heard; each speaker was 
listened to with respect and attention. At the conclusion Father 
Ignatius was thanked by the Freethinkers for the fearlessness and 
the 'courtesy with which he had spoken, and the audience were 
thanked by the Rev. Father for the fairness with which they had 
listened to him. He said "he would be happy-if his Protestant 
fellow-Christians would receive him with equal fairness." 

As he desired to reply to Mr Bradlaugh's speech, Father Ignatius 
fixed to go again to the Hall of Science on the 12th of December, 

l 

• This debate.is published in pamphlet form, under the title, "What does 
Christian Theism teach , II . 
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'but when tho day arrived there was some doubt whether he could 
get there, 88 he_h&d ~n sllbpcenaed to_ Worcester as a witness. 
In consequence of this the attendance -was not quite so over
whelming 88 before. When Father Ignatius entered the Hallh~ 
was w.elcomed with much cheering, which was cordially renewed
w~en he rose to speak. Before entering upon .his subject, he sind 
that ho had received permission flom 1Ifr Bradlaugh and the . 
Chairman,. (Mr Austin Holyoake) to ask God to aid him that 
night j but even with that permission, he would not do so, for he 
had no ~ to ltur~ anyone's susceptibilities, unless the meeting 
aleo gave its sanction. Those present having signified their assent 
bl,a show of.hands"Father Ignatius "in an impassioned prayer
sought the assistance of God to render his address effectual" 
Then proceeding to the business of the evening, he deffiy-if not 
very convincingly-explained away the objections which had been 
urged' by Mr Bradlaugh to certain Biblical passages. .AS before, he 
was followed byMr Bradlaugh, and both apparently spoke with 
great force. In the spring of 1873 there was held a third of 
these informal controversies. On every occasion a charge was 
made for admission, and the proceeds given, by Father Ignatius' 
desire, to the Hall of Science building fund. His frankness, _ 
fearleasneas, and courtesy made an indelible, impression upon the 
minds o~ the frequenters of the Hall To Mr Bradlaugh he always 
wrote in terms of the greatest cordiality, and although the differ
ences between them were of the wid~st possible kind, I am quite sure 
that my father was Sensible of this.kindly feeling and reciprocated it. 

In addition to ~ pleasant interchange of op~nion on theological 
matters with Father Ignatius, Mr Bradlaugh held, in the December 
of 1872, a set discnssionupon Spiritualism with Mr Burns, editoz: . 
of Human Nature and The Medium and Day1Yreak. Spiritualism 
WI1S a subject to which he had given considerable. attention for 
nearly twenty years prior to this debate. He had devoted a large 
amount of time to the reading of spiritualistic literatUre and the 
investigation of spiritualistic phenomena. He had. taken part in 
many seances; and had seen di1ferent medinms, but except in one 
or two cases the sittings had led to nothing. With Mrs Marshall 
he witnessed some "clumsy trickery"; with the Davenport 
brothers he saw some "clever sleight-Df-hand." When he went -
to "the conjuring performance of the Davenport Brothers "~as he 
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somewhere styles it-he was asked to take oft' his coat and lay it 
on the table. He was told, "You must sit in the dark; you must 
hold Mrs Fay's hands on one side and Mrs Ira Davenport the 
other." He asked, "But why t" They said, "The spirits might 
hurt you" ; to which he replied, "I will take the risk of that." 
He was then told, "If you do not submit to the Conditions, there 
can be no manifestation." Under these circumstances he con
cluded to accept the conditions. * . The lights were extinguished, 
and after about a minute and a half they were re-lit, and Mr Fay, 
who was tied in a chair, was found wearing the coat. The lights 
were again extinguished and the coat thrown upon Mr Bradlaugh. 
All tests and opportunities for investigation were absolutely refused, 
but my father had no doubt that Mr Fay was untied ana retied in 
the dark. He afterwards saw Maske1yne do every one of the 
tricks done by the Davenport Brothers, and more besides, though 
Maskelyne did not pretend that anything other than the clever 
art of conjuring lay at the bottom of the performance. 

When the Dialectical Society made their inquiry into the 
phenomena attributed to Spiritualism, my father was one of the 
Committee. HII was at every sub-committee meeting t at which 
D. D. Home, the well-known medium, was present, and at half 
a dozen of the general meetings at least. However, none of the 
boasted manifestatiIJns occurred, and the sittings were almost, if 
not quite, "void of result_" Mr . Bradlaugh, in giving his impres
sion of Mr Home and the results obtained with him as medium, 
said:-

"I am bound to say that Mr Home met me in the frankest 
m&Jlner possible. He told me I was one of the few people he 
wanted very much to see, and probably, as my address was not 
known, and I am not a very public man in: England, that was the 
reason he had not discovered me until I was placed upon that 
Committee. But I met him in the same frank spirit; and as he 
offered every opportunity for investigation, we took it. And the 
first evening we changed every shred of clothing he had on for 
some other. Perhaps that might have destroyed the proper 
combinations, for we had not the slightest scintilla 'of anything. 
I sat with Mr Home night after night till Mr Home was tired."f 

• NiUwrud Be/Of'fMf', Jan. 19, 1878. t Held at 4 Fitzroy Square. 
:I: NiUional Be/ormer, Jan. 12, 1873. 
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And the only result,· such as it was, of all this investigation may 
be summed up in a few words. There was a tinkling of glass, a 
slight wave of the table. and a few raps. The raps were such as 
could be easily produced by mechanical means, and were so 
prod aced by my father afterwards-not that he charged Mr 
Home with causing the raps in' that particular way; but as he 
pointed out, it was impossible for anyone, under ~he circumstances, 
to fix upon the precille spot whence such raps came; it was 
impossihle that the unguided ear could exactly relegate the sound. 
The tinkling of glass was such as he had often heard in a room 
where there was gas burning; the wave of the -table-which did 
not move more than half an inch-was afterwards repeatedly pro
duced by Dr Edmunds and himself. Beyond these triiles there 
was no other "semblance of manifestation," and yet some Spiri
tualists boldly asserted that the result of the Dialectical Society's 
inquiry was to convert the investigators to Spiritualism. * 

Mr Bradlaugh opened the debate with Mr Burns, and as always, 
when he made the opening speech, he used the most careful 
language in trying to make his position clear. Beyond that speech, 
and for what he told during the two nights of his personal 
experiences and inquiries into Spiritaalism, the debate is really.of 
little importance. Mr Burns afterwards apologised for his treatment 
of the subject on the ground of ill-health. t 

• Huma3 Nature, Jan. 1871. 
t TM Medium. tmd JJo.r11ruik, Dec. 20, 187lL 



CHAPTER XXXIV. 

FAMILY AFFAIRS. 

WHEN OUt home was broken up in May 1870, and my father went 
to live' by himself in those two. little ,rooms, in TUrner Street, he 
was very' downcast and lonely. Apart from the many weighty 
reasons lie ha.d to make him heavy-hearted, he felt the ,separation 
from hi!! children, young though we were, much more tllan might, 
be imagined or than we indeed quite realised ourselves at the time. 
He felt it for. his own sake, but even more he felt it for ours. 
We had been away froJp. him but little more than two. weekS-:
weeks crowded 'with worry and work-when he wrot~ us a little 
letter, which I shall always keep amongst my dearest treasures, so 
much does it seem to convey a sense of his fatherly love for us, and' 
his fatherly anxiety for our lives in the difficult circumstances in 
which we were placed. The letter is written in French and very 
legibly, the foreign language making a sort of excuse for the letter. 
He writes:-

"My DEAR LITTLE DAUGRTERS,-l have a notion to write you from 
~ime to time in French, because by that means more than by any other I 
shall make you learn the language. Unfortunately for your instruction, 
my own knowledge of this beautiful tongue is very limited, but I hope 
that you will correct me each time you find mistakes., I want to know 
every thought, every act of your lives, because, as you will be. too long 
out of my sight, I would keep you very close to my heart, and I.:want to 
watch in thought the steps I cannot see each day with my own eyes.-
A. vons, mes petites bien aimees, C. BRADLAUGH." 

Our brother's death drew us yet nearer to him, and while we 
were at Midhurst he wrote to us constantly, scolding us if we 
delayed too long in answering his little letters. ~ soon as he was 
able, he took a third room at Turner Street, and sent for each of us 
by turns to spend a month with him, to write for him j but as he 
was unwilling to separate my sister and me fOf 10D~ together th~ 
. wus by no meanS a reliular &l'l'angement, , 

8!1O 
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After he became acquainted with Madame de Brimont, she soon 
expressed a desire- to know us. I have said that she w~ a staunch 
friend to my father j to my sister and to me she was goodness itself. 
She asked my father to let her find a school for us in Paris, and as 
he had always been very anxious· for ·us to know French, he let 
himself. be persuaded, in spite of sundry misgivings about the extra 
expense. A school was found, and to Paris my father took us at 
the end of September 1872. We ~ent a few days before the 
beginning of the school-term and stayed with him at his old hotel 
in the Rue Vivienne-now demolished to make room for the exten
sion of the Bibliotlieq:ue. We were very proud. to be with him, and 
proud of course to be for the .first time in Paris j we lunched Or 
dined at Madame de Brimont's, and our leisure moments were filled. 
up by most delightful drives outside Paris, or waiks along the. 
Champs Elys~es or the Boulevards. Before entering school, we 
throe went one day with Madame de :arimont to make acquain
tance with the Directress of the establishment and to look over the. 
building. The two ladies walked on first, chatting of the school 
arrangements and so on, whilst we· behind admired, but could not 
imitate, the deliberate calmness with. which they trod the highly 
polished parquet floors. My sister and I, as we slipped about and 
frantically caught at each other for support, thought we never 
should be able to walk steadily on these waxed floors. Before we 
left, Madame la Directrice asked what was our religion. .Mr Brad .. 
laugh, inwardly expecting difficulties, answered, "None, Madame." 
Madame's "Ah I Monsieur, that saves trouble," brought a smile of·· 
surprise and amusement to my father's face. Seeing this, the. 
Directress went on: "' You know, Monsieur, I have young ladies 
here of various religions, but they are principally Roman Catholic, 
Jewish, and Greek Church; it is sometimes difficult to make their 
different religious duties fit in with the studies." 

We were very happy at this school; there were good masters, 
and we had plenty of work to do. On Thursday afternoons,'the 
"at home" day for the school, Madame de Brimont visited us, 
and our Saturday afternoons and Sundays were spent with ller. 
Unfortunately, I was never very strong, and during the winter I 
fell ill. At Christmas my father came quite unexpectedly to fetch 
us home for the holidays. My sister went back in the course of a 
week or two, but the doctol would not allow me to return. The 
details of that journey home, and the sad story told at the end" , 
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remain vividly in my memory. We had been surprised at 
receiving my father's letter to say we were to go home, a letter 
followed almost immediately by my father himself. It was two 
or three days before Christmas j he had travelled at night, and 
coming to us in the morning, gave us just a few hours to get 
ready, and in the afternoon he tame to fetch us away. He seemed 
depressed and preoccupied, ani though he made us plenty of gay 
speeches, we were conscious that his mood was not gay. We left 
Paris that night, and well do I remember what great care he" took 
of me, the invalid, holding me,in his arms a great part of the way. 
As we drove to Turner" Stre"et from the station, in the gloomy 
dawn of a dull December morning, I could not help noticing, 
in spite of my own pain and weariness, how grey and haggard 
his face looked. We passed the day in London, and in the 
evening he took us to Midhurst, where we were all to spend 
Christmas. 

After the first excitement of our home-coming had somewhat 
subsided, my father got np from. his chair, and throwing back his 
head with a peculiar movement, said abruptly, "Well, Bob's in 
prison." 

" My God I" exclaimed my grandfather, who invoked the Deity 
as indifferently as if he had been a Christian. 

My father was silent for some minutes, and then as, in a few 
short sentences, he told the story, my sister and I realised how 
heavy had been his care on the previouS day whilst he had tried 
to make merry with us. -

William Robert Bradlaugh was twelve years younger than his 
brother Charles, and was only seven years old at the time of their 
father's death. He was educated at an Orphan Asylum, and on 
his leaving this institution my father found situations for him, 
which, however, for one reason or another, he did not keep. At 
one time, aner he had been very ill, I remember that he passed -
his time of convalescence at our house, where he fonnd all the 
kindness and comfort it was a brother's part to bestow. To the 
distress of "his relatives, and especially to the grief of his mother, 
he took to excessive drinking. His mother he completely 
neglected, even during the long illness which kept her to her 
room before her death. 

Surprise has often been expressed at the evident estrangement 
between the brothers j and this has been especially the case with 
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religious persons after they have listened to, or heard of, 
the public protestations of religion and love for my father 
which have fallen from the Christian, protestations which. 
the A.theist has received in silence. He, who so well knew 
the worth. of these phrases, preferred to let himself be 
misunderstood by his silence rather than utter ~e miserable 
truth. 

The story my father had to tell us that Christmas Eve was that 
his brother Robert (he was always called by his second name) had 
been arrested on the charge of embezzling various small sums from 
his employer. During the next few days, while he was under 
remand, he wrote from the House of Detention, thanking my 
father for his kindness to his wife, protesting his innocence, and 
expressing himself as "perfectly happy and contented," knowing 
he could clear himself from all charges, and asking my father's 
help in his defence. A.t the final examination in the Police Court 
the case was sent up for trial at the Middlesex Sessions, and at his 
brother's request my father instructed a solicitor to appear for him •. 
Mrs W. R. Bradlaugh warmly expressed her gratitude to him for 
his kindness, hoping that some day she might be able to rellay 
him i .. Were it ~ot for you," she said; II I do not know what I 
should do." Her husband, released on bail, protested that he 
would neither see nor speak to his brother until he had proved his 
innocence. 

On the 8th of January my father wrote his sister, .Mrs Norman, 
promising to allow his brother's wife a small weekly sum in the 
event of Robert's conviction, adding that they had already had 
£12, lOs. from him in Jlix weeks. He was, as we know, himself 
so heavily involved in money difficulties that the smallest unfore
seen expense made a serious addition to him i despite this, a week 
later he sent more money, and promised to pay the solicitor's costs. 
More, he vowed he would not do, "either for name or for money's 
sake." He felt the disgrace keenly, and considered moreover that 
his brother had no moral claim upon him, II for" as he wrote his 
sister, "when he was in full work, and I in distress, he did not 
even help me to keep his mother, who loved him so well." At the 
Middlesex Sessions· a sentence of six months' imprisonment was 
passed, at the end of which Robert once more wrote his brother, 
thanking bim for the kindness be had shown to his wife, and 
acknowledging his indebtedness to the extent of £30, whicq he 
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talked about repaying on some future occasion. At the same time 
he assured my father that his feelings should not again be harrowed 
by any misconduct on his (Robert's) part: henceforth his living 
should be honestly obtained, or he would starve. 

My father sent his brother some more money. Then, of course, 
came other applications, coupled at length with the request that the 
money should be sent direct, and not, as was my father's custom, 
through his sister, Mrs Norman. But my father would not consent 
to this. He told his sister of Robert's demand, adding that if she 
would take charge of the money he would send what he was able; 
if she would not, he woufd send nothing. My aunt was per
plexed; she did not know what to do. Although she had had. 
her sister-in-law.aud the child at her house during Robert's 
absence, she had not seen her since his return, and she felt that 
she did not want to force her brother ,Robert to receive further ' 
kiudness through her hands. However, she at last consented to 
continue to act as intermediary; consequently every penny that 
Mr Bradlaugh sent his brother passed through her hands. 

Just before my father went to America, in the autumn of 1874, 
Robert (who, a few years later, alleged that in 1872 his brother 
cast him oft) suggested that he should go to the States with him, 
and be introduced by him as a young man whom ne had known 
for some time; but it is hardly necessary to say that my father did 

.not acquiesce in this proposal. In the following year, while still 
receiving pecuniary assistance from his brother, Mr W. R. 
Bradlaugh attended some of Moody and Sankey's meetings, and 
there professed IC conversion," although, as he was brought up and 
educated in the tenets of the Church of England, and was never 
at any time a Freethinker, it is difficult to understand from what 
he was converted. One day my Aunt Lizzie was somewhat 
surprised at receiving a visit from him. He had been to her house 
(lnly a day or two before to receive a sovereign which my father 
had Bent at his request, and she was not expecting to see him again 
80 soon. He walked into the house, triumphantly exclaiming that 
he had got IC another berth," at the same time showing her a sheet 
of the 'Christian Herald in connection with which he had been 
given employment. 

From that day' until my father's death his brother never ceased 
to try and annoy him:.-aI.ways, of course, under the cloak of 
religion and love. He would send him religious boob-the last 
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eame ai the New Year of 1891. .. This is from my beautiful 
brother," said my father, as he dropped it into the wast&-paper 
basket.. He sometimes lectured in the same town, on the same 
date asmI father, and the hall engaged for his lectures would 
perhaps be quite dOH to the one in which Mr Bradlaugh was 
speaking. He would be announced, maybe, merely as "Mr 
Bradlaugb,· or even as "the brother of Charles Bradlaugh," or 
.. the brother of the Member for Northampton," and would ~ery 
likely entreat his audience to unite with him in prayer for his 
.. brother Charles Bradlaugh." He had named his son .. Charles, " 
and in a letter written to his brother in 1880, he had recourse to 
the following unmanlI taunt: .. I want not to trade upon your 
DAme; it has Dever helped me, it dies with yourself, and is to be 
perpetuated bI the SOB of one whom you at present hate." My 
fathe~8 own son, who also bore his Dame and of whom he had 
been 10 proud, had then been dead ten years. 

Mr W. R. Bradlaugh did Dot confine himself to these ann9Y
auces-which, after aU. were petty, and even if they irritated. at 
the time. could be easily endmed-but he has-been re..--ponsible for 
various false and injurious statements conceming. my fathe.r'8 
personal character. Some of these were circulated during his life
time, but he remained silent with every provocation to speak. 
Even in • II private and confidential" letter to the editor of a 
friendly paper 'which had carelessly quoted some- extremely 
malicious falsehoods alleged to have been uttered by Mr W. R. 
Bradlaugb, my father onII said that, II being under great obliga
tion " to him, his brotber tried to injure him. 

This is the second time in this book that I have been compelled 
to reveal a story of sorrow and disgrace thd I would have given 
much to have kept hidden, but justice to my father demands that 
the truth should be known. If the telling it sh01ild bring the 
&mallest injury to a man who, twenty years ago, erred and expiated 
his error according to the laws of our country, it will give me the 
deepest pain and regret.. Counting surely on my fathe~s silence, 
however., he chose to pursue a course of condud which has obliged 
me to tell the truth concerning their estrangemeJ.lt. Out of regard 
for his brother, my father might knowingly and deliberately suffer 
himself to be misunderstood, and his silence to be unfavour
ably construed, but it is Dot for me. his faithfui daughter and_ 
biographer, to allow the misunderstanding to continue. 



CHAPTER XXXV. 

REPUBLICANISM AND SPAIN. 

As I have said .elsewhere, during the early seventies the 
Republican movement in England was full of life and activity. 
There was quite a ferment of political energy tending towards 
Republicanism, and tbis seemed to be most active in 1873, after 
the temporary cbeck felt in the reaction of loyalty evoked by the 
Prince of Wales' illness. In February 1871, the first of a series of 
Republican Clubs was inaugurated in Birmingham 'by Mr C. C. 
Cattell; and this was followed by the formation of others in every 
direction. By the spring of 1873 there were clubs in Aberdeen 
and Plymouth, in Norwich and Cardiff; and between these extremes 
were to ,be found more than fifty others, Yorkshire, Lancashire, 
and Northumberland having perhaps the largest number. These 
Clubs held their periodic meetings, and the addresses dclivered 
were often thought of sufficient importance to be reported in the 
local press. It may well be asked, What has become of all this 
Republican fervour1 It is difficult to say. Probably much of the 
energy and activity has been diverted into other channels, but, how
ever that may be, we see little sign of it now: in 1894 England 
is to all appearance utterly dead to the aspiration of an ideal 
Republic. But in the early part of 1873 the Republican 
movement was believed to be a growing one, and it was deemed 
advisable to call a Conference with a view of establishing a 
National Republican Organisation, which should unite all tbe 
heretofore scattered clubs. A. circular was sent· out by the 
Provisional Committee convening the meeting, signed by Mr 
George Odger and eleven others, of whom Mr Bradlaugh was one. 
Seeing my father's name amongst the signatures, an endeavour was 
made to injure the cause of Republicanism by denouncing the 
conveners as " Atheists," although, as a matter of fact, the majority 
were Christians. The conference was fixed for the 11th and 12th 
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of May, and the use of the Town H~ BirmiIigha'm, was granted· 
for the meetings. " 

Shortly before this datetbe Republic h8d''been dec'Iared in 
Spain, and some of the English Clubs 0 at once "Sent their congratu
lations to Senor Castelar. In addition to these, it was decided" to 
lend • resolution from the Birmingbam Conference, expressmg 
sympathy with Spain in 0 her struggle to establish a RepubliCan 
Government, abhorrence at the atrocities committed by t1ie 
Carlista, in the interests of a Monarchical Goveriiment, and 
indignation at tbe non-recognition of the "Spanish Government by 
the British Goverument. A resolution was also put" to the great 
public meeting, held in the Town 0 Hall on the Monday evening. 
This message of sympathy, which was passed with the utmost 
unanimity, in a meeting of fully 04500 persons, was, together~ with 
the Conference resolution, entrusted to Mr Bradlaugh to Catty to 
Senor Emilio. Castelar. The proceedings at "BirmingbaDi. o caused 
considerable stir; t1ielocal papers gave long reports, 0 and notices 
appeared in dift'erent journals throughout the prc:ivineea,'and"even 
in CoDsenative London itself. The impression created by this 
quiet and business-like demonstration may be gathered from a 
leader which appeared in the Emmlner for May 17, of which the 
following is a short extract :-

.. The Conference of Republicans held at Birmingham on Sunilay and 
Monday last far exceeded in num1lerl\ importance, as well is in the 
intelligence displayed by its members, anything of a similar name or 
nature that has been held since the present movement was fim origin
ated. There were fifty-four accredited delegates present, representing 
nearly as many of our principal towns, imd they came from every point 
of the compass-from N omcli, from Bath, from Hastings, Paisley, and. 
Aberdeen. The proceedings were marked by siDgular unanimity, and 
generalabatinence from all hasty and ill-advised language. This, tbe 
least expected feature of tbe Conference, is doubtless deeply regretted 
by its opponents. To openly avow RepublicaJI. proclivities is, in "the 
minda of • majority of the • respectable • classeS, almost synonyinous witb. 
calling youraelf an: advocate of rick-burning; or any otbermad devilry ; 
the Conference will go far toward a removing this ridiculous impr8l!8i.onl 

and re-8BI1Uing the timoroua. But it" must be admitted tha~ a :party, 
that can afford to speak in the moderata but decisive tones. adopted by 
mOllt of the speakers, convinces us, and, we would .fain ~evl?"all 
thinking penons, far more oof its reality and permanence 0 than had it 
indulged in the mOllt .vage braggadocio or bombilat." 

Z 
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That same Monday night, with the vote to Senor Castelarin 
his pocket, and with the cheers of the crowd ringing in his ears, 
Mr Bradlaugh left -Birmingham for London,'where he arrived at 
five o'clock on Tuesday morning. To drive to his Turner Street 
lodgings, to wash, pack, breakfast, write some pressing notes, 
glance at thirty letters, then to Cannon Street to catch the 
7.40 A.H. mail train to Dover was fairly quick work, but it 
was accomplished, and he found himself in Paris the same 
evening. Dining at the Orleans Station that night, he found· 
Gambetta, with half-a-dozen friends whom he was seeing off to 
Bordeaux, dining at a table quite near to him. Referring to this 
incident, Mr Bradlaugh noted that " Le Diarias, of Madrid, says 
that in passing through Paris I had a long conference with 
Monsieur Gambetta.· This, like most newspaper paragraphs about 
me, is a pure-invention." Mr BraaIaugh published an account of 
his journey to Spain in the National Reformer at the time. Much 
of i~which he called ".A fortnight's very rough notes "-was 
written while on his journey, and must have been done under very 
considerable difficulties. In c8.rrying the message of the. English 
to the Spanish Republicans, he went at the imminent risk of his 
life. In Paris and in London it was currently reported that he 

. was killed. While he was cut off Irom all communication with us, 
we endured an agony of suspense-my mother and I at Midhurst, 
my sister at school in Paris; we read in the papers that he was 
dead, and received letters of condolence from different quarters. 
Indeed, at Midhurst our first intimation of his supposed death was 
a letter of sympathy to my mother, written by the Rev. A. J. 
Harrison, Mr Bradlaugh's oft-tinie opponent in debate. 

My father gives so vivid a description of his adventures and his 
impressions in his" very rough notes" that I give them in his own 
words:-

.. At 8.15 [Tuesday evening] I ~tarted for Spain, my hopes of 
a direct journey through that country being a little cooled by the 
fact that although the Spanish Consul-General had positively 
assured me that the line was clear to Madrid, the Railway Company 
refused to hook me further than Irun, a small town on the banks 
oftha River Bidassoa, and just over the French frontier. All 
information, however, as to the state of the Spanish lines was. 
refused, ignorance being ,pleaded." At Bayonne, "while waiting 
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at· the station, I was amused by two Spanish • gentlemen,' who, 
after look4tg carefully at every passenger, came up to me and 
inquired if I was the bearer of letters for Marshal Serrano. 
Curiously enough, Marshal' Serrano, :whose a;mbition seems 
doomed to just disappointment, had just fled from Spain in a 
vessel from Santander. I· replied in the negative, and the two, 
whom I presume to have been Spanish detectives, remained 
watching until the train left Bayonne. At !run my troubles 
commenced: the railway Hne was completely cut, and I must 
either take to the road or turn back. 'fhe road was said to be 
extremely dangerous, for it was in this district that the vicious 
and bloodthirsty cure of Santa Cruz had his band. Some assured 
me that the CarHsts-who, all agreed, had possession of nearly 
the entire Basque district-would not interfere with either 
English .or Americans. Others were equ811y certain that the 
priest of Santa. Cruz would show no mercy to either if he 
happened to be in a murdering humour. Everybody advised me 
not to go alone; but when I found that the only vehicles for 
more than two persons were some dirty, ricketty, awful-smelling 
omnibuses drawn by nearly broken-down hacks, in which-the 
direct route being impossible-nearly twenty miles must be done, 
at least, in a burning heat, through a dangerous district, before 
better conveyance cou.1d be got, I determined to risk the journey 
by myself. I hired a small open caleche, with two ,good horses, 
and 'having emphatically explained to the driver that if he 
stopped voluntarily on meeting with any CarHstS I should fire 
at him, I cocked my revolver, laid it on my· knees, and off we 
went at a sharp gallop, which scarcely ever slackened until we 
reached San Sebastian. We drove often close to the railway, 
which I found had been cut in many places; the telegraph wires 
were hanging loose and useless, many of the posts hewn in two. 
Two or three times my driver turned to me and said, • Los 
Carlistos,' pointing to some men in blue carrying guns and hurrying 
across the field towards us. Our rate, which on these occasions 
he accelerated by sharp whipping, carried us on without 
encounter. Passing near a village on the River Bidassoa, about 
midway between Irun and San Sebastian, some very rough and 
ragged-looking men ran up to the carriage, and one, armed ·with a 
long knife in. his sash, got hold of the door, and addressed me in 
Basque; but as I did not understand a word, I simply pointed the 
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pistol at his head and waved him sharply away. }fy driver 
continued to gallop, whipping his horses, and the other men who 
shouted to the driver, apparently to stop, having fallen in the 
rear, my friend with the knife, who appeared a little out of breath 
and not to like the look of the pistol barrel, followed their 
example. When we got about two miles ahead, my driver 
explained to me in French that these were only thieves, and not 
Carlists. I had afterwards reason to doubt whether this was not 
a distinction without a difference. The man who drove me into 
San Sebastian refused to go any further, alleging that between San 
Sebastian and Vittoria the road was too dangerous. Finding that 
it was a thirteen hours' ride, and that the necessary relays of 
horses and oxen for the mountains were prepared, and could only 
be obtained for the diligence which started at four next morning, 
I at once booked a place for the coupe of an antiquated machine, 
which appeared to have lain by ever since the introduction of 
railroads, and to have been dragged out hastily, and without 
repairs, in consequence of the suddel\ interruption of the railway 
traffie. TJie clerk who took my money quietly told me that the 
proprietors could not be responsible for my luggage. • • • At three 
o'clock on Thursday morning I was awakened out of a terribly 
sound sleep, for, not having been in bed sIDce Sunday night, Nature 
had overcome will j I was more fatigued ,than I had imagined. At 
a quarter to four I was seated in the diligence, heavily freighted 
with -luggage, with one fellow-passenger in the coupe [Senor 
Everisto de Churruca, a Spanish civil engineer, who not only 
spoke French but Basque]. four in the interior, and three in the 
ba1UJ.1l.dte, or open-hooded seat behind the driver. All these 
passengers, except one, we dropped at early stages of our journey. 
The first steep hill we went down at a gallop j bnt our breaks, old 
and rusty, would not work; the almost overweighted diligence 
swerving to and fro-and if we had had a bishop on board we 
must have capsized j as it was, your light-hearted servant just 
saved his neck. The diligence came to a standstill· at the bottOm 
of the' hill, and after great shouting some olive oil was procured, 
and the screw was twisted backwards and forwards until it -forgot 
its rust in its unwonted oil bath. Again we stsrted, this time at 
even a greater pace, to make up for lost time. • . • 

II The- first ,bodily testimony of the fear of the Carlists was at 
Tolosa, an old Spanish· city, Mauresque in its surroundings. which 
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was fortified with wooden stockades fitted with loopholes for guns. 
It was well garrisoned with a few regular troops and provincial 
militia. The volunteers were, on the whole, a soldierly-looking 
body of men. At Allcgria the Town ,Hall or Public Court House 
was fortified by the doors and windows being blocked up with 
rough stones coarsely mortared in, the necessary loopholes being 
lett for firing through. This being in the centre of the town 
evidenced the fear that the outer works might not be strong 
enough to 'resist the. Carlist assailants. Between Allegria -and 
Villafranca I came upon a shocking sight. The Carlists had cut 
the line close to the mouth of a railway tunnel, which they had 
also partially blown up. ~he next train from San Sebastian came 
on with its usual freight of peacefUl ordinary passengers, and no 
friendly warning was given to stay the mad, confiding rush into 
the arms of death. Two carriages over the side of the embank
ment, and the guard's van smashed underneath, three carriages 
on the line crushed into one another, still are there, with the 
~hastly, sickening, dull, dried traces on them to show how well the 
Dloody work was done. And these are Carlist doings-work by' 
followers of the Divine-right-Bourbon ! Prayers are said for these 
infamous scoundrels in Paris, and subscriptions are advertised for 
them in the London Times. If they had been Communists instead 
of Carlists, what then' • • • • 

nAt Beasain I found that the fine railway bridge was cut by.the 
Carlists, several feet being taken out of the flooring on either side, 
so that any train coming might be utterly dashed to pieces in a 
leap to the depths underneath. When coming near Zumarrsga we 
had two yoke of oxen added to our horses, to drag us up the steep 
hillside, our ascent being upon one of the small range of mountains' 
that apparently link on to the Pyrenees. Here I began to think 
the danger was passed, as we found men engaged in repairing the 
permanent way, although the strong guard of soldiers protecting 
the workmen showed that this was not quite the opinion of the 
authorities. 

.. At Mondragon a new style of fortification met my view. All 
these cities are built with very narrow streets, and here, in the 
centre of the principal street, a chamber had been run across from 
window to window of opposite houses, built shot-proof, and loop
holed each side and underneath. This clearly proved that in this 
neighbourhood the Carlists were looked upon as likely to enter.the 



358 CHARLES BRADLAUGH. 

town itself. At Arichavaletta, where the regular troops were 
stronger than usual, I was much puzzled by the conduct of the 
sentries, who first signalled us to stop, and who-when the horses 
were pulled up to a walk--crossed bayoneta to prevent our pro
gress. It turned out that the Commanding Officer had broken his 
meerschaum pipe, and our important mission was actually to take 
it to Vittoria to be mended. More fortunate than some of the 
baggage we carried, it actually arrived at its destination. At 
Ezcarriaza, a small open town where we made our last change of 
horses, I noticed that .most of the houses were deserted, and the 
doors and shutters fastened. The remaining inhabitants stared at 
us with a pitying kind of curiosity, as though they knew not. what 
fate was in store for us. Candidly speaking, as we ha.d now safely 
done more than four-fifths of our journey to Vittoria, I began to 
think that there was now scarcely any risk, and the more especially 
so as all advices of the Carlists placed them. much to the north of 
where we then were. My judgment was inaccurate; the sting of 
the serpent was in its tail, the last fifth part of our journey was 
worse than all the rest. When we arrived at the Cuesta de 
Salinas, where two roads branched l>ff, a rather good-looking young 
man, in a blue cap and blue blouse sort of uniform, armed with a 
ri1I.e, a revolver in his sash attached by a ring to a cord slung 
round his neck, and with a bayonet sword by his side, waved his 
hand to our driver in the direction of the lower road. This road 
our diligence now took, our driver saying something we could not 
hear, and my companion adding to me, • At last, the Carlists!' 
About half a mile further, up started in the middle of the road as 
rough a specimen of the human family as one could wish to meet. 
Armed and dressed like the previous one, he evidently called on 
our driver to halt, and as the diligence came to a standstill, two 
others, worse dressed and badly armed with indifferent guns, 
joined the first, and I cocked my revolver, keeping it however 
underneath my coat. Our driver chatted to the Carlists familiarly 
in the Basque tongue, but too low for my fellow-traveller to catch a 
word.. The last of the Carlists who appeared was probably a 
deserter, as he wore part of the uniform of a privat.e of the Twenty
ninth Regiment. Whether the three did not feel strong enough to 
attaCk us, or whether, as is more likely, they had orders to let us 
pass into the trap carefully laid at the other end of the road, I do 
not know; what is certain is, that again our driver gathered up the 
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rem.. and away we galloped. I uncooked my pistol, and began to 
believe that the Carlists were a much maligned body of men. 
About ~ mile further, a house still in flames, with traces of a 
severe struggle close to it, again:awakened our attention,. and in the 
distance blue uniforms could be seen. 

"At the/uent/J de Cerlaban, close to Ullsbarri Gamboa, in the 
province of Alava, we fairly fell into the Carlists1 hands, like fish 
taken in a net. A party of twelve stopped the roadway, while two 
kept sentry on the heights close to the road, and some others, 
whom we could not see but whom we could hear, were close at 
hand. Our driver descended, and his first act was to give the 
leader of the Carlist party an ordinary traveller's satchel 
bag with shoulder-strap, which had. evidently been brought 
intentionally from one of the towns we had passed, and which 
seemed to give pleasure to the recipient, who at once donned' it, 
two or three admiringly examining it. Approaching me,. the 
leader then asked, in the name of his Majesty Carlos VII., in a 
mixture of French and Spanish, if I had anything contraband I 
Unacquainted with the tariff regulations of this Bourbon bandit 

• chief, I gave a polite negative, and was about to descend from 
the cou~ to see more accurately our new visitors, when, on a 
signal from the chief, they all laid their guns against a bank, one 
of the sentries descending to stand guard over the weapons. 
Curious guns they were-English Brown Bess,. old Prussian 
muule-loader, ancient Italian regulation muzzle-loader, converted 
breech loader, and blunderbuss, were represented. All who wore 
revolvers had new ones, perhaps bought by the funds subscribed 
by the London Committee. 

•• The diligence, which only contained one passenger besides myself 
and Senor de Churruca, was now literally taken by storm j and at 
present, seeing that there were no signs of fighting, I prese!Ved aD. 
armed neutrality, keeping my revolver cocked, but still carefully 
out of sight under my coat, only moying the pistol-case on the 
strap, BO as to have it ready for almost instantaneous use. The 
first search appeared to be for letters, and I began to quake forone. 
directed in Mr }'oote's* best handwriting to Senor Castelar, and 
of which I was the bearer. l800ufound that only the chief could 

• Mr' FO\lte w&s Secretary to the Committee conveDiug the Republican 
Conference. 
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read at all, and I much doubt jf he could read anything but print. 
The principle of' natural selection seemed governed by the 
appropriation ,of thick and large epistles j and even these, after 
being turned about, were J'estored to the driver, who, with a 
slight shrUg of his shoulders, looked on as though he had but 

, little concern in the matter. 
, ' .. presenUy a cry of. triumph came from the top of the diligence. 
Thinking it was my poor black bag containing the Castelar letter, 
I, pressed forward" but was stopped, and a sentry placed in charge 
of me. Ilis gun was a treasure, and I consider that if he had 
meant shooting, there would have been, nearly as much danger in 
the discharge to the shooter as to the shot. The triumphal 
shout, had been caused by the discovery of two saddles and bridles, 
widch were at once confiscated by his Majesty's customs collectors 
as ~0~t1aband, and despite an energetic protest" from the, con
ductor, were carried off behind the rising ground. The next 
thing seized. was a military cap in its oilskin case j uncovered, it 
was a thing of bea~ty~ br,igadier's cap, thickly overlaid with 
silyer, lace. The Carlisi;. commander took possession of this with 
~oS~ boyis~delight, giving his own cap to one of his followers, 
who had hitherto been decorated with a dirty rag for head-piece. 
The o¥skin covering of the new cap was thrown to the ground, 
and one' of the band, who seemed to have a sudden attack of 
madnesS, drew his bayonet and rushed at the poor cover, furiously 
digging' the bayonet through and through, and crying, out in 
,;Basque that he wjshed that he had the nigger, its master; there to 
s~ve in the same manner. Suddenly and menacingly he turned 
to me. and angrily asked in Basque whether the cap was mine. 
When Senor. de,Churruca translated this into French, it was too 
much fo, my gravity, already disturbed by the mad onslaught on 
the unoffending oil@kin. My thick skull is ,of tolerably large size, 
this cap was small enough to have perched on the top of my head. 
My reply was a hearty laugh, and it seems to have been the best 
answer, I could have made. my interlocutor grinning approbation. 
;Bayonets were now called into' work, to break open the portman
teaus of which the owners were absent, and also to open certai~ 
wo.o~en. clllles, containing merchandise belonging to the third 
passenger. Boots appeared to be contraband of war. and liable to 
instant confiscation. One pair of long cavalry boots did us good ' 
service; for the chief determined to ,get into them at oncel alld 
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luckily they were sO tigM a, fit that they occupie is ti~b' hi14J 
attention for nearly twenty minutes, during whicn rfO"'~ 
searchers came to my black bag, and found the offiCla _ ing 
envelope containing the vote of sympathy from the Birmingif1ini: 
meeting. .As I was in a Catholic country, and the Carlists were 
pious Catholics, I adopted the views of the equally pious Eusebins, 
and shouted lustily. "Io Inglese, uta l1£ia pa88epma.' The man 
who held it looked at it, holding the writing upside down, and 
returned it to its place. Fortunately I had no spare boots, and my 
Carlist friends had no taste for shirts, so I got leave to fasten up 
my bag. My fellow-traveller, who. had a fine military-looking 
appearance, and who had just come from Porto Rico, underwent a 
searching· croes-6:ramination, and I began to think he was to be 
walked off into the mountains. Fortunately, he not only talked 
Basque well, but had considerable presence of mind, and after 
,exchanging cigars with the second in command (the first was still 
struggling "into his boots. one of which resolutely refused to g~ on), 
he was allowed to move about uninterfered with. No.3 passen
ger was in sore trouble; he had about thirty umbrellas, and was 
required to pay 21 reals for each, and also duties on some other 
articles, which he said amounted to more than their value. Senor 
de Churruca expostulated with the Carlists in their native tongue. 
while I reasoned with passenger number three in French. His 
difficulty was very simple: the Carlists wanted more money than 
he had got, and he looked bewailingly at' his broken boxes and 
soiled goods. I got him to offer about thirty pesetas; these were 
indignantly refused,' violent gesticulation was. indulged in, our 
driver now really taking active part on our side, but occasionally 
breaking off and running up to the top of th.e nearest hill, as 
though looking for some one. At last the guns were picked up 
and pointed at us, everybody talked at once, and it looked as if 
it would come· to a free fight after all, when suddenly some, cry 
came from a distance-at first faintly, 'then more clearly; and 
whether some other prey approached, or whether the soldiers were 
coming along the road we had left, I know not, but number 
three's pesetas were hurriedly taken, and this sample of the army, 
of Carlos VII. hastily disappeared, leaving us the unpleasant task 
of repacking the luggage on the diligence as best we could, who! 
the cords which they had recklessly cut when too hurried to untie~ 
Senor de Churruca stated that the Carlists claimed to have no less 
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than SOOO men will armed in the Mont&nas de Arlaban. round 
which the road passed, of whom 500 they said could be brought 
on the spot by signal in a few minutes. We resumed our route, 
pleased and disgusted-pleased at our lucky escape, imd disgusted 
because the more than two hours and a half's delay would render 
us too late for the night express to J,radrid. 

" The road, too, was now more dangerous~for the horses, as the tele
graph wires lying across the road jn curls made traps for their 
legs, and driving at a gallop was occasionally difficult. At last 
we came in sight of Vittoria. Outside, in the road, we came 
across a large ,body of armed regnlars playing pitch and toss, and 
next a volunteer, in full equipment, driving a pig." From Vittoria 
"at eleven on the morning of Friday we started for Miranda. the 
train being escorted by nearly a regiment. The first railway 
station after leaving Vittoria-Nanclares-had been turned into a 
veritable fortress by hastily constructed stone barricades, and was 
full of troops i but we had no novelties until we reached Miranda 
at 1·S0, except that an officer of the 12th Regiment had with 
him -a little baby about twelve months old. Strange baggage 
in time of war! At the stations a private came and nursed it. 
I dared not make any inquiry as to his little companion, fearing' 
I might give offence." At the Miranda station a couple of detach
ments of prisoners were brought in, of all ages from twelve to 
sixty-five. co The whole of these prisoners were to be sent to 
Cuba, to fight there for the Government against the Cuban insur
rectionists. I could not help thinking that this practice of expst
riating these Carlists was as impolitic as it is most certainly illegal. 
The practice was commenced by Senor Zorilla, and the present 
ministry have unfortunately followed in his footsteps. .. :Between 
Miranda and :Burgos four rail way stations burned to the ground 
showed where the Carlists had been. "From :Burgos I had a 
weary night's ride to Madrid, morning dawn showing me, on the 
left of the line, about twenty miles from the capital, the famous 
Escoria1, chronicled amongst the wonders of the world. Just after, 
in a deep cutting through the rocks near Las Rozas, we pulled up 
with a sudden jerk and jump, which threw uS off our seats. On 
descending hastily from the train, I found that these priest-ridden 
Carlist savages had planned here our total destruction. Some 
wood and iron had been ~ed in two places on the rails. and an 
empty rubbish truck had been turned upside down right on our 
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track. Fortunately our train kept the rails, and although mischief 
was done to the engine, we all escaped unhurt, save for a rough 
shaking. A few of us hastily climbed the rocks, and I confess it 
was almost a disappointment to find no one in sight. I felt in my' 
anger a desire to take vengeance with my own hand. If the train 
had gone off the line, we should have been pounde4 against the 
rocks, and nothing could have saved the bulk of us from death 
or frightful injury." 



CHAPTER. XXXVL 

JUDRID AND AFTER. 

ON arriving at Madrid, Mr Bradlaugh waited upOn Senor Castelar. 
at the Government Palace, Plaza de Oriente, where he was officially 
received, and whence a few days later came a fairly lengthy 
official document, addressed to Mr R. A. Cooper, as Chairman of the 
Birmingham Conference, which was as remarkable for its eloquence 
as for its moderation. From Madrid. he went to Lisbon, by way 
of Cuidad Real and Badajoz, the journey taking thirty-six hours 
by "express" train. His visit to Lisbon was upOn private busi
ness: he particularly desired to leam something concerning a 
Portuguese gentleman, the Baron Geraldo F. dos Santos, .with 
whom he had been connected in 1867 in the Naples Colour 
Company, and who had in the October. of that year "gone to 
Lisbon," leaving "no orders,~ as was tersely written upon a bill 
for three hundred pOunds when it became due. The noble Baron 
who should have met it had returned to his native land, leaving 
it to be met by my father, whose name was on the back of the bill 

My father did not stay many hours in Lisbon, but while he was 
there a curions little incident happened. Going into a tobacconist's 
to buy a cigar, he asked for it in French, thinking that more 
likely to be understood than English. The mistress of the shop 
smiled, aud answered. him in his own tongue, addressing him by 
name. She was an Englishwoman, and knew him well, having 
heard him lecture at the provincial town where she had lived in 
England. 

About the 22nd Mr Bradlaugh was back a.,"'llin in .Madrid j on 
the 23rd he received the official reply to Mr Cooper, and also the 
following unofficial communication: 

.. Monsieur Bradlaugh. 

.. MINISTEBIO DB ESTADO, 

"GABINETB PABTICULAB. 

.. MONSIBUB,-En reponse a vow letw d~ ce matin je vons prie 
de vouloir bien m'attendre chez vous aujourd'hui entre deux et 

3M 
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trois heures. J;aurai alors Ie plaisir de vous· voir et je pourrai 
vous donner des renseignments r~latifs a votre voyage. 

II Agr~z, Monsieur. l'assurance de lila consid~ratioJi disti'ogUoo • 

. " [Signed] E.MILioCAsTELAR."" 
"Madrid, Ie 23 Mai.· 

On the following day (Saturday) a banquet was given by the. 
Madrid Republicans to Mr Bradlaugh at the Cafe Fornos, at 
which about eighty persons, including many leading Spanish 
Republicans, were present. There had been a loud demand for a 
banquet in the open air. and many hundreds of applications were 
received for tickets. The time at Mr Bradlaugh's disposal, how. 
ever, was too short to allow of arrangements being made for a 
banquet upon such an extensive scale. and it was necessary to limit 
it to more modest proportions. . 

The.invitation to this banquet was signed by the Aleade. Pedro 
Bernard 'Orcasitas, on behalf of the City of Madrid; by FrancisCo. 
Garcia Lopez. the newly elected deputy for Madrid; by the famous. 
Francisco Rispa Perpina.the President of the Federal Centre; by 
Juan N. de Altolaguirre, on behalf of the RepubUcan Federal 
Centre; by Manuel Folgueras on behalf of the frovincial Deputies j 
and by a General and a Colonel commanding the RepUblican 
Volunteers. 

At seven in the evening the Meade came in perSon to Mr 
Bradlaugh's hotel to escort him to the Care Fornol. At· the dinner 
the chair was taken by Senor Garcia Lopez, and the New Yark 
World gave a full report of the speeches delivered. Mr Bradlaugh 
spoke in English, but his speech was translated by Senor Eduardo 
Benot. Secretary to the Cortes. who in his official capacity had. 
with his colleague, Senor Pedro RodrigUez, signed the orders, first 
for Isabella, and then for Amadeus. to quit Spain. ~he banquet 

• II MINISTERIO DE. ESTADO, . 
.. GABINETE P .uTiCuLAR. 

II Mr Bradlaugh. 
II SIB,-In reply to your letter of this morning, I would uk you to kindly 

await me at your hotel to.day between two and three o'olock. I .shall then 
have the pleasure of seeing)'ou, and I shall be able to give you information 
relating to your journey. 

II Aooept, Sir, the UB1U&D.ce of my distinguisbed consideration. 
. II EMiLIO CASTELA .. 

II Madrid, May 23rd." 
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caUle to an end about half-past eleven, and so great was· the 
enthusiasm that all the guests escorted the English Republican 
back to his hotel, where deputation after deputation waited upon 
him until half-past two in the morning. In the street without, a 
vast but orderly crowd waited patiently for a chance to see or hear 
the hero of the hour, and during the whole time music was played 
by the bands of the Engineers and the Artillery, specially sent by 
the Minister of War. At length, after repeated entreaties, Mr 
Bradlaugh said a few words in French from the balcony of the 
hotel to the enormous throng below. Thanking the people of 
Madrid from his heart for the great kindness shown him, he 
wished them peace, prosperity, and order, winding up with the cry, 
"Vivad la Republica Espanola." Then, as it was reported, "amidst 
loud and repeated' Vivads,' the crowd peacefully retired, the 
ladies quitted the balconies, and at three o'clock Madrid went to 
bed just as the sun's first rays tried to overclimb the line of night." 
Mr Bradlaugh himself went to his pillow with the reflection that 
he had that night shaken hanqa .. with at least eight hundred 
people." 

On Sunday he started on his return journey, but a letter from 
Senor Castelar took him once more to his house before he left. 
Castelar wrote :-

" MADRID, Ie 25 de Mai 
II MON OftER BRADLAUGH,-Je vous prie d'etre chez moi a deux 

heures precis. Tout a vous, E. CASTBLAR." * 
This note was written in Castlelar's own hand, and is-as I give 

it-quite innocent of accents. The letter of the 23rd was written 
by a secretary and signed by Senor Castelar. These little notes 
are only important as witnesses to the friendly way in which Mr 
Bradlaugh was treated whilst in Madrid, there having been many 
assertions to the contrary, and Castelar himself having stated &'IIC.IJ 

my father's death that he "sent a message by a trusty emissary, 
requesting him not on any account to call on me at the Foreign 
Office, but to come and see me at my house, alone, and at an early 
hour in the morning, rarely chosen for visits in Madrid, where few 

* .. MADRID, May 25th • 

.. My DEAB BUDLAUGH.-I pray you to come to my house at two o·clock 
pl'ecisaly.-Yours, . E. CASTELAR." 
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people are early risera.''' The welcome given to Mr Bradlaugh in 
Madrid provoked a stupid exhibition of rage and spite in certain 
quarters in England; and amongst the many fictions circulated at 
the time it was said that Senor Castelar would not see him at his 
official residence, and refused to receive the Birmingham vote 
except at his private house. Mr Bradlaugh corrected this pre
posterous falsehood at once. 

"The vote was addressed to· the Minister fot Foreign Affairs," 
he said, II and I delivered it at the Ministry in the Palace, and 
received the answer officially from the Ministry. It is perfectly 
true that Senor Castelar invited me to his private residence, where 
I . went, and passed some hours with him on three separate 
occasions, and that he did me the honour to visit me at my hotel; 
but these interviews, while I much valued them and am extremely 
pleased they took place, were unsought by me. The only visit I 
volunteered was the official one to the Ministry of State, apd there 
is no pretenCe for IIBying that there was any reluctance to receive 
~~ . 

Mr Bradlaugh's return from Madrid occupied even longer time 
than the getting there. Although he left Madrid on Sunday, it 
was not until late on Friday night that he reached Paris, and. in 
the meantime all sorta of rumours as to his death or capture had 
appeared in the French and English press. He delayed twenty
four hours in Paris in order that he might see his elder daughter, 
who was there at school, and some French friends, all of whom 
were in the greatest anxiety as to his fate. He arrived in London 
on Sunday morning, and in the evening lectured at the Hall of 
Science in reply to a speech delivered by the Bishop of Lincoln at 
Gainsborough upon the Inspiration of the Bible. The audience 
awaiting him had gathered together full 'of doubt and uneasiness, 
and the relief they felt was expressed by the vehement cheering, 
again and again renewed, which g'-:E'eted his appearance as he 
entered the hall. . 

The story of his return journey we have in his own words. 

"Favoured by Senor Castelar,i' he said, "with special aid in 
returning, we-that is, myself and a Government courier, with 

• Cardiff lYuklll Mail, February or March 1891. 
+ NtdiDMl Rs/_, June 16, 1873. 
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despatches for Paris and London.:.....-left Madrid for our homeward 
journey on the afternoon of Sunday, May 25th. At the urgent 
request of ,JIlany of those who had. taken part in the demonstration 
of Saturday, I at the last moment determined not to return by the 
.route I bad come, and this determination was confirmed by the 
. certain news that all the passes, either across the Pyrenees or by 
Salinas, 'were well occupied by the Carlists, who did not intend to 
let me slip. easily through their fingers. I have no ambition to be 
a martyr, and determined. not to be caught if I could avoid it." 
His ret1l111 route was now· ·planned to go tJia Santander and 
Bordeaux. .. At Palencia," he continued, Ie where we arrived 

. about three A.Y., we received as escort some three hundred men 
of, I think, the Thirty-sixth Regiment. They ~e to parade after 
great delay, and in a manner showing great lack of discipline. I 
noticed that Pina an~ Espinosa were strongly guarded, and as 
soon as we . passed between some of the hills near Alar del Rey, a 
sharp fusilade, which was returned from the train, wakened me 
from a half sleep, and gave me an occasion for smelling gunpowder, 
with im almost freedom of danger. Our train only went at about 
ten miles per hour, the engine-driver fearing to find the line tom 
up, or obstructions upon it; but fortunately for us, the party of 
Carlists by whom we were attacked were too late to hinder us, 
although I was informed that they succeeded in stopping the next 
train. The firing, sometimes sharp and sometimes interrupted 
entirely by the ravines, lasted about three-quartars of an hour. The· 
Carlists were seen'running down from the mountains to take part 
in the skirmish. The casualities were small, one soldier on our 
side being wounded in the shoulder. Not a single bullet entered 
the compartment in which I was seated. 

Ie From Alar del Rey we passed through some beautiful country 
to Santander, where we arrived about five hours late, and in time 
to find that a steamer I had hoped to catch had left for Bayonne 
the night before my arri~ I went at once in a rage to the 
Government 9ffices, and was assured by the Captain-General of 
the port of Santander-who was the:perfection·of civility, and who 
stated that he had received a telegram from the Madrid Govern
ment . to afford· me every facility-that it would be impossible to 
leave for Bayonne before Thursday. This horrified me, for I was . 
due to speak in Northampton on the 28th; and I at once rushed 
to the Telegraph Office to.send a message."Tbe clerk· told me he 
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would &ake ml money, but he would not ensure the delivery of my 
message. I was to retum later to inquire. I left my money and 
my despatch, and went to the hotel to dine, or breakfllst, or both 
in one. On returning to the Dispaccio Telegrafico, I learned that 
the wire, were cut in more than one place; that the post-bags to' 
the North were being seized by the Carlists; and that all 'means 
of communicating with my friends in England were temporarily 
cut oft To my disgust, I found that· the boat for Bayonne. 
although advertised for Thursday, might not start till Sunday, 
and here I was, a prisoner at large in Santander, not even being 
able to return from thence to Vittoria, or to communicate my 
whereabouts to anyone. • • • On. Monday aftemoon, while wan
dering about the streets, I came across a bill outside a shipping 
office headed • Para Burdeos,' and not quite sure of ml Spanish, 
or rather, being quite sure it would not do to trust to it, I went 
inside to inquire for some one who could talk French. The 
only person able to talk anything but Spanish was the pri~cipal, 
who turned out to be the same gentleman employed by Mr Layard, 
the English Ambassador at Madrid, to provide the steamer by 
which Marshal Serrano made his escape from Spain •. I could not 
help wondering, when this shipowllet', after closing, with an air 
of mystery, t.he 8liding window communicating with the clerk's 
office, showed me the letters he had received from Mr Layard 
bupeaking the steamer, and from Marshal Serrano, thanking him 
after his escape. What would the English Government have said 
if tbe Spanish Ambassador in England had fumished one of the 
Fenian leaders with the means of escape from London to South
ampton, and had there -engaged him a steamer for Havre t Yet this 
i, precisely what A. H. Layard did for Marshal Serrano last month 
in Spain. Revenor&ll c1 flOB moutons; I had rightly understood 
there was a steamboat,"and • a fine swift one,' announced to start for 
Bordeaux that evening. I wanted to embark at once, but found 
that some delay had taken place in the embarkation of the cargo, 
and the boat would not leave until two on Tuesday. But even this 
was comparative bliss; the boat was warrauted to make the 
passage in twenty-four hours. I should be at Bordeaux at two on 
Wednesday; I should then be able to leave by the express train for 
Paris, get there on Thursday moming, perhaps catching the tidal 
train to London in time to encounter Father Ignatius at the New 
Han of Science on Thursdal evening. H, spirits ross, and I 

2A 
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went back to the Fonda de Europa to sleep joyously till 
morning . 

.. Next morning I received news not so good. The captain of 
the vessel, the Pioneer, CaptaIn Laurent, was staying in the same 
Fonda as myself; it was doubtful, he said, if he could weigh anchor 
before four or five. This was driving it very close for saving 
the train at Bordeaux; but worse news was to come: the boat did 
not start at all until Wednesday, and instead of doing the journey 
in twenty·four hours, it took nearer thirty-four hours, so that I 
ultimately arrived in Bordeaux towards midnight on Thursday, 
and naturally not in Paris until Friday night. • • • The good 

. steamer Pioneer abounded in strange: smells. The captain said 
it had never carried passengers before, and for the sake of the 
travellers I hope that she Dlay never carry them again; but we 
(there were eight other passengers) made the best of our position, 
and bivouacked somehow with tarpaulin and sailcloth spI'ead on 
the iron bottom of the hold; and except that in the Bay of Biscay 
the Pioneer sometimes suddenly put my head where my feet ought 
to have been, and then l'eversed the process with alarming sharp
ness, there was little to complain of," 

.Of course 1Ifr Bradlaugh's journey was followed by the usual 
cry from those whose mercenary minds cannot conceive of a man 
doing anything he is not absolutely obliged except for the pur
pose of gaining some money reward,' Just as earlier it had been said 
that he was paid by the Tories, or the Whigs, or the Communists. 
or some others equally probable, now the story was that he was 
paid by-of all people in the world-the Carlists 1*· 

What Mr Bradlaugh thought of Senor .Castelar. will be a point 
of peculiar interest to those who have felt respect or admimtion 
for both men. In narrating his Spanish adventures, my father 
uttered no set jUdgment on the Spanish statesman; he did not 
weigh him or criticise him, but here and there he alluded to this 
or that quality. "Of Senor CastelBr himself," he said in one place, 
"it is difficult to speak too highly. • • •. As an orator, he has no 
equal in Spain; and as a journalist, his pen has made itself a 

* "We are informed, on what should be the very, best authority; never· . 
theless we must refrain from guaranteeing the authenticity of the statement, 
~hat the expenses of the great Republican deputation from England to Spain 
WIlS (sic) entirely defrayed by the Carlist Committee in London.It-Weeklv 
J>ispatc4, June 8th, 1873. . 
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Transatlantic reputation." He then went on to enumerate some 
of the good works which Senor Castelar had inaugurated or in 
which he had taken part. Later on, speaking of the possibility of 
the maintenance of the Republican Government in Spain, Mr 
Bradlaugh said" that there "needed at the head of affairs ce a Crom
well with the purity of a Washington. • • •. Senor Castelar feels 
tOI) deeply, and the pain and turmoil of Government wlll tell upon 
his health if he re-assumes power. He is honest and earnest and 
devoted to Republicanism, and withal so loving and lovable in 
his nature. I was present at breakfast with Senor Castelar when 
he received the telegraphic despatch announcing the fall of 
Monsieur Thiere, and the election of Marshal MacMahon as 
President. The news seemed to affect Senor Castelar very deeply. 
Ue evidently regarded it as paving the way for the accession 
of the Monarchical party in France, and consequently as giving 
encouragement to the Legitimist or Carlist party in Spain." 

ca Honest" ca earnest" "lovina and lovable" 1!--all admirable , , 0 t. 

qualities; not enough to make a Cromwell or a Washington, but 
nevertheless all very admirable. My father believed· Senor 
Castelar possessed these, andArom him I learned to admire and 
reverence him. Since my father's death I have had reason to doubt 
whether Castelar really possessed anyone of these fine traits of 
character. At the risk of his life Mr TImJlaugh went to him to' 
carry a message of sympathy and congratulation at a critical 
moment in his carcer j Senor Castelar received h,im with the 
.utmost fdendship and cordiality, and every honour was shown him 
during hiB few days' stay in Madrid. Hal'ing thus professed 
friendship to his face, Senor Castelar waited for eighteen years, 
and then, a few weeks after my father's death, he wantonly 
published t one of the most gJ.'Otesque, one of the nJOst foolishly 
malicious attacks upon Mr Bradlaugh t.hat if would be possible 
for a sane man to pen. 

• In New York Mr Bradlaogh afterwards spoke of C8sterar as .. one of 
the most honest, thorough, and loyal Republicans in Europe. Spain and 
the 'll"orld should be proud of him." _. 

t See Cardiff Weekly Mail snd oUler English r.>apers of this dllte. 
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GREAT GATHERINGS. 

TmmB will probably be many who remember the agitation there 
was in London when, at the end of the session of 1872, the 
Parks Regulation Bill was "smuggled" through the House of 
Commons, an agitation which did not subside until the Govern
ment announced that it would not seek to enforce the regulations 
before they had been ratified in the coming session by a vote of 
hoth Houses. This concession was regarded by many as a complete 
surrender to the Radicals, and equivalent to the handing over the 
four chief parks "to agitatorS, whenever they chose to take 
possession of them." In any case Mr Ayrton did not appear to 
regard the Government 'pledge sa binding, for before long he 
posted the regulations in Hyde Park, and in November he caused 
Mr OlIger and some ten or eleven othera to be summoned as 
participat~rs in a meeting held there in favour of the release of 
the Fellian prisoners. The case first taken was that of AIr Bailey, 
the chairman of the meeting, who, upon the hearing of the 
snmmons, was fined .£5. As llr Bailey's case was to decide the 
others, it was resolved that the magistrate's decision sbouM be 
appealed against. . 

lIr Bradlaugh maintained that the Commissioner of Works had 
no power t~ make regulations without the sanction of Parliament, 
and immediately called a meeting of protest, to be beld in Hyde 
Park on Sunday, December 1st. As there had been some dis
turbance at one of lIr OlIger's meetings, sa well as some threat of 
force to be used at his own, in his last DOtice convening the 
meeting my father specially asked that everyone ,,,ho went to the 
park should aid the stewards in preserving order. 

Sunday December lst came, and with it most inclement 
weather; but in spite of cold and rain and mud, thousands of 
men and women made their way to the trystiug-pIace, which came 
well \\'ithin Mr AyrtoI!.'s proscribed area. There were 110 bandI 

ITI 
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or bannerS, and the journeying of the people to the park wa,s 
likened by Mr Austin Holyoake to Ie a pilgrimage of passion, all 
the more intense because subdued. " At this meeting, characterised 
by the utmost unanimity.Mr Bradlaugh was the only speaker. 
and no other inducement was offered to people to come through 
all that dreary weather than that of uniting in a solemn protest 
against this infringement of the right; of public meeting. CI It is 
useless to blink facts," lamented one of Mr Ayrlon's supporters .... 
II and it; may as well be confessed that; the assemblage was 
large, perfectly under control, and orderly, and composed of 
apparently respectable persons. These may be melancholy faels, 
but they are facts. • • • It was a dense assemblage, standing as 
closely as it could be packed, and extending over an area of 
more than an acre." Even the Times was impressed by ~e size, 
tho orderly character of the gathering, and perhaps even more 
than all by the fact that those who came "without; bands and 
banners," and marching through the streets," pledged nevertheless 
to maintain order. "and actually succeeded in no small degree in 
overawing the I roughs' and thieves who congregate on these 
occasions." In continuation. the Times remlU'ked . that II Mr 
Bradlaugh, whose voice could be heard at a considerable distance, 
was listened to with great attention; he spoke throughout in 
terms of ad vice to the • people • to preserve peace, law. and order." 

Wben we find such reluctant witnesses speaking in such terms, 
one Can form some idea of the size of the meeting and the spirit 
which animated. it. It is to be regarded as not the least among 
my father's triumphs that he could always bring people together in 
vast numbers, with no other inducement; than the justice of the 
cause which they bad at beart. A little earlier in tbat very year 
George OJger had said in a letter to him: II It will be a grand day 
indecd when the Democrats of London are sufficiently organised 
as to be ready to march in their tens of thousands from all parts 
of London to the pjIolk or some other large place. inspired only by 
the conviction of right which the soundness of their principles 
must ultimately produce. D This is exactly what happened at my 
father's meetings. He said: "' Come, because it is right to come j 
come quietly. without clamour." He trusted the men and women 
with whom he was working; he knew that when they saw the 

. • Scot,ma", December 2. 
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right, the cause alone would be sufficient to move them j they would 
want no other inducement. His trust was justified and recipro
cated; the mass meetings which he called, and the control of which 
depended upon himself alone, were always great demonstrations, 
were always impressive, and were always perfectly orderly. 

Notwithstanding this open defiance of his regulations, Mr 
AYl'ton refrained from taking proceedings against either Mr 
Bradlaugh or any of those who took part in the meeting. And 
yet thc magistrate's decision against Mr Bailey was confirmed on 
appeal by the Court of Queen's Bench, and the Treasury claimed 
cosf;s Ilgainst him. After some delay, however, this claim was 
abandoned by the Government, which, in the matter of these 
Parks Regulations, at least, does not seem to have distinguished 
itself by firmness or decision. 

Another public meeting held that December furnishes a 
etriking example of the way l\ir Bradlaugh was looked upon as a 
pariah. My father, as is well known, attached much importance 
to the question of Land Law Reform, and was· deeply interested 
in any measures that would tend to ameliorate the hard lot of 
those who live by the land. Hence, when a meeting was. 
announced to be held in Exeter Hall, in connection with the 
Agricultural Labourers' Movement, he determined to be present. 
The chair was taken by"S. Morley, Esq., M.P., who, himself a 
generous donor to the Agricultural Labourers' Fund, laid special 
stress on the necessity of giving substantial pecuniary help. The 
first resolution, moved by Cardinal Manning, "ran thus: "That 
this meeting deeply sympathises with the Agricultural Labourers 
of England in their depressed circumstances, believing their 
present condition to be a disgrace to the best interests of the 
country, and is of opinion that measures should be adopted 
without delay for their social improvement and intellectual 
elevation." Mr Bradlaugh felt that this was at once very vague 
and very inadequate j it leIt the character of the "measures II to 
be adopted far too much to the imagination. Nor was the resoln
.tion made more clear by the speeches which followed from others, 
who, like Mr Arch and Mr Ball, eloquently as they spoke, failed 
to touch the vital causes of the nliseries they deplored. Even the 
pecuniary help they were seeking, my father considered, would in 
itself but perpetuate troubles, unless the grievances themselves 
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were redressed. -Under these circumstances. Hr Bradlaugh II fclt 
bound to rise to move an addendum to the resolution." ,Hia 
rising was the signal for great excitement; a hawk in a dovl;lcote 
could bardly have produced a greater flutter. II Some," said my 
father, II yelled lustily; Joseph Arch begged ine as a favour C not to 
irritate tbe kindly gentlemen disposed to aid the poor labourer,' and 
Hr Ball • • • said they did I not want any political opinions which 
might prevent subscriptions to the movement.''' Archbishop 
Manning withdrew from the meeting as soon as the wicked 
Atheist came forward. I am .in no position to say whether in 
this case p08i hoc meant propter lwc, though certainly in some 
quart ere, * at least, the Archbishop's sudden disappearance was 
attributed to :ttIr Bradlaugh's appearance. Mr Samuel Morley 
asked 1\1r Bradlaugh -11ot to move the addendum; my father. how
ever. persisted. Mr ?t1orley then asked him, II as a favour to 
himself. as it was tben 10.32, not t{) speak in .support." To this 
Hr Bradlaugh consented. while maintaining his right to speak, and 
merely moved that the following words beadded to the resolution: 
.. And there can be no permanent improvement _ in the condition 
of tlle agricultural labourer until such vital change eh:all be 
effected in the land laws now in force in this country as shall 
break down the land monopolies at present :existing, and restore to 
the people tlleil· l'ightlul part in the land." Had he been 
allowed to speak, be would bave instanced as necessary II measures" 
abolition of primogeniture; easy land transfer; a graduated land 
tax, and compulsory cultivation of uncultivated lands capable of 
cultivation. This last reform he put elsewhere in the following 
words :-" Power to deprive holders of cultivable lands of their 
property. on proof of non-cultivation, at a compensation not exceed
ing Beven years' purchase, calculated on the averaga nett rental of ' 
the preceding seven years. Such lands to be taken by the State,_ 
and let in small holdings to actual cultivators, on terms of tenancy, 
pl'Oportioned to the improvement made in value; that is, the greater 
the improvement, the longer tbe tenancy. Lands appropriated to 
deer forests and game preserves to be treated as non-cultivated." 

Although Mr Brll(llaugh's addendum was mo.ved and seconded 
amidst the greatest confusion. and little as his intervention was 

• See Weeki" Register (Catholic) for Dec. H, and Liverpool Daily Pod for 
Dec. 13. 
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approved of by the promoters of the meeting, four-fifths at least 
of those assembled voted in its favour." 

But if my father felt .wounded by the way in which he was 
regarded, an4 his help was rejected by the conveners and speakers 
of this Exeter Hall meeting, he had his compensation in the 
following July, when he was invited, for the first time, to attend the 
Annual Demonstration· of the Northumberland miners. He ha4 
always felt especial sympathy for the workers in the northern coal 
mines, and never forgot that one of the earliest and one of the kindest 
greetings he ever received in the provinces was from a coal-hewer 
at Bebside. At this demonstration he met Alexander Macdonald, 
whom he then regarded' as one of the strongest men he had yet 
come in contact with, connected with any working men's organi
zation in Great Britain. "To give," he said, "a faint notion of 
Mr Macdonald's· power, it is enough to point out that he speaks 
with the authority of Miners' Organizations representing more 
than 200,000 men, and has brain enough and will enough to use 
this vast power unflinchingly." Mr Thomas Burt, then Secretary 
to the ·Northumberland Miners' Asso«iation, and II proposed" 
miners' candidate for MOrPeth, Mr Wm. Crawford from Durham, 
and Aft' Joseph Cowen, as well as my father's old antagonist in 
debate, Dr J. H. Rutherford, all attended to address the great 
gathering, which assembled on~,the moor; and although this was 
the tenth of these allnual gatherings, it was the first at which any 
political resolutions had been proposed • 

. * Commenting on this emendation, one provincial journal-the Li'l.'etpool 
Daily Post- remarked with more than usual outspokenness: "Thanks to 
Mr Carlyle, it has long been acknowledged that revolutions cannot be made. 
with rose water; and Al'chbisllOP Mauning and other amiable ecclesiastical' 
philanthropists will have to leat'n that revolutions cannot be made with holy 
water either. In this world it is necessary to do good,even if the devil bids 
you; aud if Mr Bra,Uaugh can get the ear and the vote of a vast meeting by 
turning half-measures into whole ones, his alliance will have to be accepted, 
and perhaps his advice may have to be followed." But the day for that 
was not yet come, aud few saw the inevitable 80 clearly as Mr Brad
laugh. The Times very fairly admitted that en a division his 8upporters 
formed the majority of the gathering, but a very garbled account of the 
PI'oc~Qdings appeared in many journals, one paper even going to the length of 
saying that l\Ir Bradlaugh was II ejected" from the meeting, and another 
seriously admonishing him that his reception at Exeter Hall ought to &how 
him thai the bulk of the working classes had no confidence in him. 
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In the following year, when the Northumberland Collieries· 
balloted for the speakers for their picnic, my father and Mr Burt 
came out side by side at the head of the poll. The date fixed was 
the fifteenth of June, and on that afternoon at least 20,000 miners 
assembled on Blyth Links. In the evening, in ~he Central Hall, 
all address was· presented to Mr Bradlaugh, on behalf of the . 
N orthuLlberland miners. In it was told their appreciation of the 
services he had rendered "the poor, the neglected, and the 
oppressed." It spoke of the prejudice against him on account of 
his opinions, but they were happy to affirm that "no such paltry 
feeling as this blinds the mining population of Northumbe.rland to 
your deserts as a politician and a reformer. It may please you to 
hear, as it delights us to testify, that persons of all shades of 
opinion have combined in th~ present manifestation of approval 
and esteem. I' And indeed it appeared that Catholics, Wesleyans, 
Independents, Baptists, and Presbyterians had all joined in pre
senting tws address. As my father stood there that night, 
listening to the eulogistic speeches made about himself, and remem
bered how, bu~ a few short years before, he was unable to obtain 
a lodging in that very town of Blyth, he fairly broke down. This 
address remained to the last one of his most treasured possessions, 
and always occupied the place of honour on his study wall. And 
the Northumberland miners were not less faithful than he. Year 
after year he was invited to their annual gathering, * and when he 
died, these poor men-who earn their wage under conuitions often 
of the most frightful hardship-not only sent individual subscrip
tions towards the payment of the liabilities he had left behind· 
him, but even voted £50 from their funds to the same object. 
And not only did they do that, out when his library was sold 
there were many who contrived to send the money to buy one or 
two books, so that they might possess some memento of the man 
whose eloquent tongue would speak to them no more. 

In 1874 Hr Bratllaugh had his first invitation to the Durham 

' .. 11 11116 Mr Bradlaugb cancelled his acceptance of their invitation, 
because Dr Kenealy was also invited. During my father's absence in 
America Dr Konealy bad gone out of bill way to make a most-unprovokel\ 
attack upon himself, and to olfer wanton insult to the Fl-eethougbt party. 
Hence Mr Bradlaugh refused to be present on any platfol'm with him, 
II eli:cept hostilely." 
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miners' (fourth) annual gala. 'Here, notwithstanding inclement 
wcather and the difficulties put in the way of the meeting by the 
North-Eastern Railway Company, the gathering on the race-course 
was enormous j and although this was the first time he had come 
to their picnic, my father saw his own full-length likeness Oli the 

. two banners belonging to the South Tanfielcl and West Auckland 
Collieries. * The evening,. too, was made pleasant by the courage
ous avowal, in the presence of at least a dozen people, made by a 
gentleman of position and influence in Durham-a fOI'mer mayor. 
He told my father that he was delighted to have the opportunity 
of seeing him, but he thought it only honest to add that before his 
(Mr Bradlaugh's) arrival he had refused to go upon the same platform 
with him. He had learned a lesson, he said, since he had been in 
my father's company. 

As with the. Northumberland men, so with the Durham: 
having once been invited to their picnic, Mr Bradlaugh was 
asked again and again, and in 1891 Durham miners also sent 
of their hard earnings , towards the paY!llent of a dead man's debts 
or to buy a book from his library. 

At 8 monthly delegate meeting of the- Yorkshire miners in I8U 
MrBradlaugh's name was proposed as 8 referee in wages questions, 
but a delegate objected on the ground that he was an Atheist, and 
so the proposition was lost. Prejudice, however, did not carryall 
before it, for in the next year we find 1\Ir Bradlaugh addressing the 
Yorkshire miners at Wakefield" and the Cleveland ruiners at Salt
burn in 1876. Some years, later I was with him when he 
addressed the Lancashire miners at 8 place near Wigan. 

When the Soruerset and Dorset agricultural labourers held 
their fourth anllual gathering at Ham Hill, near Yeovil, in 1875, . 
M:r Bradlaugh was invited to be present. The other sp~akers 
included Mr George Mitchell-" One from the Plough "-who was 
indeed the chief organiser of these meetingE>, Mr George Potter, 
M:r Ball, and Sir John Bennett, who evoked considerable indigna
tion by his allusion to a suggestion said to have been made by 

, • The miners cannot be accused of concealing their opinions; in 1875 my 
father saw not only banners bearing likenesses of well-known miners' frieuds 
Bnd himself. but also one which proudly displayed portraits or Ernest Jones. 
Feargu8 O'Connol', Henry Hunt. and Thomas Paine. 
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Dr Eilicott, Bishop of Gloucester aud Bristol, that if lfr .Arch 
visited the labourers in his diocese he should be ducked in the 
horse-pond. Dut, above all,· it was said, .. the great incident of the 
meeting, creating the utmost excitement, was the appearance of Mr 
Charles Bradlaugh. It. My father found the gathering very 
different from those to which he had beel! accustomed--,.gatherings 
of Londoners in Hyde Park, of miners in Northumberland, of 

_ Yorkshiremen, or of Lancashire factory hands; there were ten or 
twelve thousand persons present at Ham Hill, but until Mr Geol"Je 
lfitchell began to speak he doubted whether many of them cared 
much for the serious objects of the meeting. The attention paid 
to Mr Mitchell's speech, however, and the applause with which 
it was greeted, gave a clearer indication of the real feeling which 
animated the labourers. 

• Weekl, Di8pa.td1, 23rd May 1875. 



CIlAPTER XXXVllL 

FIRST VISIT TO A1IEBlCA. 

AIr father had many times been asked to go to America on a 
lecturing tour. bnt; it. was not until 1873 tha~ he finally consenteU 
to do so. Then indeed he went, as.he frankly said, in the hope of 
earning a little money.,for there was so much tha~ he wanted to be 
doing at home that, bu~ for the. ever-increasing pressure of debt, 
he would not. have fen able to give the time for such a purpose. 
He visited America three times-in three consecutive winters
but although his leeturing met with enormous success, and he 
won friends amongst .. an. sorts and conditions of men,» yet his 
fortunes received a check. of more or less severity. on each 
occasion. On every one of his visits something untoward happened i 
whether it took the form of an American money panie, an English 
election, or a serious illness. 

The..ooe obstacles, unexpected and unavoidable, were over and 
above those prepared for him by the pions of various sects, 
from the Roman Catholic to the Unitarian, in the atteIllPts to 
'prejudice American opinion a.,aainst him. As soon as it was fairly 
realised that Charles Bradlaugh was going lecturing in the States, 
the ubiquitous II London Correspondent· seemed to think it his 
duty to prepare the minds of his Boston or other American 
readers for the advent of their expected visitor. and each depicted 
him according to his fancy. The subjoined extracts will demon
strate not ouly the kindliness and veracity of the writers, but also 
the choice and ele"uant language in which they expressed their 
sentiments :-

1.-" You have beard of lIr Bradlaugh. lIr Bradlaugh is • creature 
six feet high. twenty inches broad. and about twelve thousand feet of 
impudence. He keeps & den in a hole-in·the-wall here, dignified by 
the title of the • Hall of Science,' in which he holda forth Sunday after 
Sunday to a mob oC ruffians whose sole hope after death is immediate 
annihilation. • • • The Pilot, if it can do nothing else, can warn our 
people from laying handa upon this uneducated rufIi.an-a trooper in • 

ISO 
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canlry regiment, a polieemaD, a baili1r's cud, • ngabond, IDd now • 
~or in the e31C1 infidelity of the States.·· 

1I.-1D England .. practical politieiana among the llinnced hDeral 
party avoid him as honest men avoid. feloD, as Yirtuous 1fOIIIen avoid 
a prostitute.· t 

On the 6th of September he left liverpool for his first journey 
across the Atlantic by the Cunard steamship the &oti4, which 
arrived at New York on the 17th-along passa.,oe. as it seems in 
these d""ya when vessels make the joumey in little more than half 
that time. He had been told of the insulting pragraphs fO 

indnstriou.sll circulated "bon~ himself, and he had so much at stake, 
that as the &oIi4 neared New York he felt oppressed with 
IDsietica aDd nenOUSDe1!8 as to what 1nl8 in store for him in this 
yet untried laud.. From the very outset. however, he md with 
cheer! welcome and -friendl! greeting. When he landed he pre
sented hi. customs declaration in the llmal way to the chief 
collector in order to get his ba~ge opened. but the collector 
8nrprised aDd pleased him by Baling, .. Mr Braclli.ugb, we know 
you hert', and the least we can do is to pass you through comfort
abllD-and he was pasged through comfortably, for without more 
ado the chalk II seeame -was &eraW led upon his portmanteau 
and rugs. - He had barell established himself in his hotel when re
pre>'t'ntative8 from several New York jouroals came to interview 
him. aDd his arrinlwu advertiaed by the press to suCh an extent 
that within seven clap of lauding he had seen close npon three 
hundred ne1rSp&per notices of himseltt 

On the Saturday after his arrival he 11'88 invited to dine.At the 
Lotos Club, where he received the 1I'arm~ and most hcispitable 
welcome, the Directory afterwards voting him the privileges of the 
Club during his 8tay in New York. A few clays later he 11'88 asked 
to a reception given bl the Lotos to Wilkie Collins.. The guests 
were receiYed by the President. Whitelaw Reid, and amongst 
them were Dr Ludwig BUchner and Bret Harte. Mr Bradlaugh 

• lJ«bn& PillII, August 2nd. 1873. 
t JJ06Ift ..ftl-n-- (editorial), Srptember (l~20) 1873. 
: We hue a fairl1 fun record of th_ "riIIita to the Stat. m the weekl7 

Jetten m1 lather aent to the ltalit»ull lUf-. m additioa to aum_ 
a~per report. and print. conespoadenc:a. fie .-eekl1letten to the 
lo-!IHoul &/_ pnI much informatioD .. to labour questioaa m the 
ftri_ places visited b1 Kr Bradlaugb. aad this ... at the time of the 
utm .. t Yalw. aad great11 appneiated b1 hia read_ 
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was called upon to spenk, and I gather that he made a very 
favourable impression. O'Donovan Rossa called upon him soon 
after his arrival, and thanked him for his work for Ireland, and 
showed him several small courtesies. " On Sunday the 28th he 
was received by the New" York Positivists and welcomed in 
extremely kind terms by the President of the Society. The 
religious jo_nrnals were greatly irritated at the attention paid to Mr 
:Bradlaugh, and did not neglect to show it, one even refusing to 
insert the advertisement of his lectures sent by the advertising 
agency. 

Misfortune met him within a few days of his landing in the 
shape of a financial panic of unusual severity, which, commencing 
in New York, spread through the States. Speaking of this panic 
in one of his earliest letters home, he says: "I entered the house 
of Henry Clews & Co., about five minutes after Jay Cooke and 
Co. had stopped payment. Then the excitement was not so great j 
people seemed stupefied with the incredible newe, as Jay Cooke 
was a name like :Baring and Rothschild. Later everyone seemed 
to grow delirious, and crowds gathered round the doors of several 
banks, clamouring for admittance, the inside of each bank being 
already filled with anxious and angry people waiting to cnsh 
chequ~s, and doubting while they waited. On Friday things got 
worse, and the sight on' Friday night, in the hall and reading 
room and smoking room of the Fifth Avenue Hotel, was something 
to remember. There was a dense mass of men, packed together
Jay Gould, Vanderbilt, Clews, and hundreds of others who had 
commenced t.lle week with enormous fortunes, some entirely ruined 
in" the last two days, and others" not "knowing whether or not 
bankruptcy awaited them in the morning. The elite of New" 
York as seen in that seething crowd did not show to advantage j 
the Money Devil had gripped their .entrails and disfigured their 
faces. On Saturday the l'resiJent of the Republic arrived at the 
hotel in which I was staying, and then staircases, hall, corridors, 
smoking and reading rooms were besieged, and outside, in the 
streets, were carriages and uneasy waiters to gather scraps of news 
or comfort. " I guess that ,;el'y few went to church on Sunday, 
September" 21st. On Sunday evening President Grant left for 
Washin~ton, but the multitude did not decrease until midnJght 
came. Each one who had seen or who had spoken to the President 
was ""Rylaid, buttonholed; and becsIne the centre of an eager group 



FIRST VISIT TO AMERICA. 

of questioners. The· troublo was so intense that the bankers. 
Lrokers, and raihvay contractors actually forgot whether they were 
well or ill dressed." These financial troubles greatly affected aU 
Jecturing engagements, as one might easily imagine, and l\fr 
Bradlaugh in particular f\.lund his difficulties considerably increased 
by the suicide of his agent, whose affairs had become considerably 
involved in consequence of the panic. . 

His first lecture was given in the Steinway Hall at New York, 
on October Srd. Considering the home troubles, ihe audience was. 

_a good one, one which he himself felt to be very rem,!1rkable. 
Amongst those present were many members of the Lotos Club, 
including their President, Whitelaw Reid, and D. J. Croly, "Jenny 
June," Colonel Olcott, General Kilpatrick, Andrew Jackson Davis, 
Theodore Tilton, Mrs Victoria Woodhull, -O'Donovan Rossa, the 
Rev. O. B. Frothingham, Colonel Hay, Bret Harte. and- Mr 
Andrews were also amongst his listeners. My father had -been 
feeling very "nervous about this first lecture. When he arrived in 
New York he was asked how long he expected to remain in 
America. "If I fail at Stein way Han on October Srd, I slian take 
the next steamer for England." was the reply. But there was no 
question of failure; he met with an immediate and ·wonderful 
success; his audience came to criticise and remained to applaud, 
In the papers of the following day his speech was greatly praised, 
and he himself pronounced one of" the greatest of living orators." 
The Brindley episode, * which by covering him with ridicule might 
have done him serious injury, was, by his coolness and quick wit. 
turned into ~ decided advantage. -On the day after his lecture he 
had numerous kindly callers and congratulations. Amongst those 
who called was Mrs Victoria 'Voodhull. and l\Ir Bradlaugh's 
impressions of this much-talked-of lady are not without a certain 
interest. When Mrs Woodhull called he was talking to Stephen 
Pearl Andrews, the author of a learned book entitled "The Basic 
Outlines of Universology," and, .. while chatting with lIlr 
Andrew!!," said my father, "a slightly built lady entered, who 
was presented to me as Mrs Victoria Woodhull, the present 
President of the American SpiritUalists, and advocate of very 
advanced doctrines on social questions. The energy and enthu 
siasm manifested by this lady in our extremely brief conversation. 

• See p. 160. 
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were marvellous j her ey,es brightened, her whole face lit up, and 
she seeined all life. It would have been impossible to have 
brought together two persons more exactly opposite than Victoria 
Woodhull and Stephen Pearl Andrews-one all fire, the other all 
quiet thought j the one intent on active out-door war, the other 
content to work almost isolated in his closet on a huge book, 
which few can read and fewer .still will care to read. Mrs 
Woodhull is evidently made for sharp strue of tongue and pen. 
Her face lights up with a beauty which does not belong to it 
ordinarily, but which gilds it as she speaks. Mr:Andrews uses his 
pen only to note down the record of his thought, without the 
slightest regard to the never-ceasing strife around him. His foro
head is marked with the furrows hard thinking has ploughed upon 
it. Many people here speak very bitterly against. Victoria 
Woodhull; at present I prefer to take sides with none. It is 
enough to say that she is most certainly a marvellously audacious 
woman." Before he quitted New York for the New England 
States the Lotos Club gave him another dinner, at which he met 
Petroleum V. Nasby and Colonel John Hay. 

In Boston, despite all the prejudices excited against him by the 
Boston papers, Mr Bradlaugh met with a really splendid reception. 
His first meeting was presided over by Wendell Phillips, who intro
duced him as II a man who, Sir Charles Dilke says, does the 
thinking for more minds, has more influence, than any other man 
in England j ,,* and who himself compared him with Samuel Adams, 
"the eloquent sgitator, the most statesmanlike mind God lent 
New England in 1776." Boston people remarked that the audience 
was a curious one, unusual to the regular lyceum lectures. It 
included many cultivated people, many scholarly and solid men, 
many accomplished and delicate women, but in addition to these, 
who were customary attendants at lecture courses, there was an 
unusually large number of young men present, and more remark
able still was the large attendance of working men, the whole 
forming a .. strangely composite" but wonderfully sympathetic 
audience. On the platform were Charles Sumner, who, at the 
close of the. address, spoke words of warm encouragement to my 
father; William Lloyd Garrison, who cheered him repeatedly; and 
other prominent Boston men. 

• This saying, attributed to Sir Charles Dilke, was given on the authority 
of ){r Jenkins, author or If Ginx's Baby," who had lately been in Boston. 
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The next day, with Wendell Phillips and George Julian 
Harney 88 guides, he visited the different places of interest 
in Boston, including Theodore Parker's house, where he was 
deeply affected by the reverent care Mrs' Parker bestowed on the 
rooms formerly occupied by her husband, and by the evident 
worship in which she held every memory of him. Mrs Parker 
gave him photographs of Theodore Parker and of the library; with 
these in his hand, be said, "I hurried away, almost too much 
moved to thank the widow for her gentle courtesy." 

A large part of his first Sunday in Boston was passed with 
Charles Sumner in his rooms at the Coolidge House. They bad a 
very interesting talk together on the politics of the hour and future 
pOSijibilities, and also on matters connected with the Abolition 
struggle. Mr Bradlaugh ielt a deep admiration for Sumner, and 
Sumner, in his turn, was most kind to my father and warm in his 
praises. 

He was fuvited by Dr Loring, President of the Massachusetts 
Senate, to a dinner at the MassachusettS Club, given to Charles 
Sumner, to congratulate him on his supposed recovery to health
congratulations which proved, alas! all too premature. At this 
dinner he met Henry Wilson, Vice-President of the United States, 
and Joshua B. Smith-born a slave, then a Senator-besides other 

. distinguished men. Everyone was kind to him: Henry Wilson 
gave him a pressing invitation to Washington; Sumner bade 
lUm disregard the unfair attacks made upon him. When his 
health was proposed, and they all rose to their feet to give him 
three hearty cheers of greeting, he felt amply repaid for the pain 
he had suffered from those coarse attacks, bred by bigotry, which 
had alike preceded and pursued him from the Old World to the 
New. He dined with Sumner on other occasions, and receptions 
were given him in Boston, to which most of the leading men were 
invited. In fact, such honours and hospitalities were heaped upon 
him that, as one journal remarked, he seemed to have persuaded 
some people at least" that there are others besides Satan who are 
not so black as they are painted." 

He naturally became a prey to the usual aut{)graph-hunter. 
The II Theodore Parker Fraternity" determined to utilise the 
demand for his signature by procuring a supply for their "Fair," 
and Wendell Phillips undertook to beg them, which he did in the 
following letter :-
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"23rd October '73. 
"DRAB SIR,~The 'Theodore Parker Fraternity '-all the Church he 

allowed-hoM a Fair, beginning October 27. At Mrs Parker's table 
slie sells autographs-and wants some of yours. Now please write your 
name on the enclosed cards-a motto or sentiment also if you choose
and re-mail them to me, then I'll thank you, and earn their thanks also 
-and forgh'e you th~t you gave Mrs Sargent a photograph of your
self and forgot me ! 

"I hope you find crowds everywhere as cordial as those you gathered 
here-and whel"e, as at Caml,ridge, if you don't bappen on a crowd, I 
trnst you may bave one such hearer as yOI\ bad there-Henry James. 
equal to about 1800 common folk-who was wbolly carried away.-
Yours, WENDELL PHILLIPS. 

," Mr C. Bradlaugh." 

Wendell Philips also presided at Mr Bradlaugh's second lecture 
in BostoD. and again the audience was said to include some of the 
bl'ightcst intellects in New England. AmoDgst the visitors who 
came the next day to congratulate him on his success was William 
Lloyd Garrison, who, like Supmer, was one of my father's" great 
men." these Boston lectures produced an even greater sensation, 
and a revulsion of feeling in his favour more complete. than those 
delivered in New York. 

After lecturing in the New England States, where I gather 
that many of the lectures originally contemplated had to be cut 
out in consequence of the distress occasioned by the financial panic, 
Mr Bradlaugh went west. 'He visited amongst other places 
Buffalo, Cincinnati (where the Roman Catholic Archbishop Purcell 
was amongst his auditors), St Louis, and Kansas, and at each place 
the newspapers waged fierce warfare after his departure. JIe 
reached Kansas in December, t\VO days after the suspension of 
the chief bank in that city, and here he met with a somewhat 
serious accident. In passing along one of the inclines of 
the city, 'he slipped backwards on the frozen ground, and 
throwing out his right hand to save his back, he tore a piece out 
of the palm~ and deeply gashed his wrist." He was unable to get 

• The Ka'IISM City Timt$ gave this amusing description of the accident :
II Kansas City is not a smooth city. Its greatest pride b its thousand hills, 
precipices, and bluffs. And the main characteristics of its inhabitants are 
their lofty airs, loud tone, and agility. This style is natural: it is acquired 
by hopping and skipping fl'om the top of one side.walk, acroSs a chasm or 
ravine, to the eml of the If cut" or bluff, a limited distance, or across the 
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the wound properly dressed in Kansas, and as he had to be con
tinually travelling and lecturing in the severe cold (about 6°), the 
injury was greatly aggravated, and it was many months before the 
wound was properly healed and witliout pain. While lecturing 
he BUffered intensely, and when, as sometimes happened, some· 
gesture or movement would set the wound bleeding afresh, it was, -
in addition, extremely inconvenient. The pain, at times exceed
ingly acute, rendered him abnormally irritable, and he afterwards 
told us one or two amusing stories of hill trials and his temper at 
this time. At one place amongst his audience were. young lady, 
an elderly lady, whom he set down as the maiden aunt of the 
younger, imd • young gentlemen, whom he assumed to. be the 
young lady's lover. The young people kept up. continual 1I0w 
of conversation, until, almost frantic with pain from his. wound 
(which was also bleeding 60 freely that he was obiiged to keep his 
hand raised all the evening), he stopped short in his lecture, and 
turning to the· young people said, amidst profound silence, .. If 
that young lady and young gentleman t>refer their conversation to 
my lecture, I should be greatly obliged if they would continue it 
outside." The II aunt, .. he told us, looked daggers at the poor girl, 
and the eulprits themselves did not dare to so much as exchange 
another glance during the :rest of the evening; they looked 60 

uncoJDfortsble that he felt quite sorry for them, and repented of 
his irritability. At another place, where it was exceedingly cold, 
the man in charge of the stoves took the opportunity to thrust in 
huge logs with a great noise ,,-henever he was unusually pathetic. 
He says that he bore with this as Job could not have borne with it 

street &0 a ledge or plank, which offers a temporary relief from acrobatic 
uercise. Bradlaugh is nnused to Kansas City side·walks. and never having 
practised tight-rope dancing. or walking upon an inclined plane of forty.five 
degrees, fonnd himself IOmewhat surprised on Thursday morning. . He had 
jUilt left the Broadway, or Coatee House, in company with General Lamborn, 
of the Kansas Pacific, and waa about &0 cross Tenth Street, when he suddenly 
found himself Calling; his feet slid down the inclined plane called a crossing, 
which was covered with ioe, and he fell. IIr Bradlangh is a large, heavy 
!llaD, and had a great fear of Calling npon the edge of the pavement. He 
threw out his right hand, and the Cull weight of his body came down npon 
hi. wriaL Bia hand unCortunately struck upon the edge of some sharp 
Bubstanee, probably the edge of the side-walk or curbing, the keen knife-like 
edge of whicll tore through the palm of his hand, inllicting a serious wound, 
reaching beyond the wrist, creating a painCul but not e4ngerous hurt •••• It 
ia a merciful pro.videa08 that the liCe of this great and good man waa sayed. II 
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had he been'tempted to lecture there, but at last even his patience 
was exhausted, and he thundered out .. words of affectionate 
remonstrance, which effectually prevented any more wood being 
used that evening." -

Shortly after this he was at Chicago, and was amazed to see 
how the city had recovered from the recent fire; the spectacle of 
the magnificent buildings seemed like reopening a page from 
"Aladdin and his Wonderful Lamp." Just before entering the 
lecture hall he saw a face he hardly recognised. "It was one' I 
had not seen for a quarter of a century,~' he said. '" Don't you 
know me, Mr Bradlaugh l' was the greeting, and the voice seemed 
more familiar than the face. My memory went back to the days 

. when food was short, and when I shared the scanty meal with the 
questioner, her mother, and her sister at Warner Place; but 
twenty-five years had sufficiently blotted the memory and blurred 
the page to confuse me in the recognition. Half-hesitatingly, I 
said, 'I am not quite sure; I think it is Hypatia.' I was wrong, 
however; it was her sister Theophila. And thus, after so long a 
time, I was again brought face to face with the daughters of one 
to whom the English freethought party in great measure owe the 
free prjlSs and free platforms we use to-day." He only stayed in 
Chicago one night, and had but a short interview with his old 
friends; yet even that brief glimpse of them brought him a throb 
of pain, "for," he said, "I could not help wondel'ing whether, 
thirty years after my death, my own daughters might be in a 
strange land so entirely overlooked" as these ladies were. 

From Chicago he went to Kalamazoo, and there the news of the 
death of his lecture-agent compelled his instant return to New 
York. 'He was very feverish and unwell at this time; his 
general health suffering from the effects of the wound in his 
hand, which had now become greatly swollen and inflamed, and 
caused him acute pain. The last..days of the year found him once 
more in Boston, and they were made ever memorable to him 
by his iiI-5t meeting with Ralph Waldo Emerson at a reception 
given by Mrs Sargent. As soon as he was able to use a pen
although writing WIlS for some long time a matter of pain and 
difficulty-he himself described his meeting with Emerson, the 
hero of his boyhood's days; . 

"On Wednesday, December Slst," ,he wrote, "I had my first 
interview with Ralph Waldo Emerson, at a reception given to him 
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by Mrs Sargent at her residence in Chestnut StreeL The rooms 
were filled by • company of probably the most chos~n amongst 
New England's illustrious men and women, gathered to give 
greeting to • the sage of Concord.' • • • My hostess gratified me 
soon after my arrival by searching me out amongst the crowd with 
the welcome wOl-ds, • lIr Emerson is specially inquiring for you.' 
I soon found myself face to face with a kind, truthful-looking 
man, reminding me somewhat in his countenance of the late 
Robert Owen. After a few words of introductory converse, I was 
assigned a chair, which had been specially preserved for me, next 
to Mr F.merson. The afternoon will always be memorablEl to me. 
Ralph Waldo Emerson commenced by quietly and unaffectedly 
reading in a clear, measuretl voice his ne\v poem on • The Tea
party Centennial.' His manner was so gentle that he seemed only 
reading it to one person, and yet his voice was so distinct that it 
filled the l'Qom with its lowest tones. When Mr Emerson ceased 
reading, a little to my surprise, and much to my delight, I was 
called upon to speak. Twenty-six years before, when too poor to 
buy the book, I had copied out parts of the famous lecture on 
• Self-Reliance,' and now I stood in the presence of the great 
preacher, at least an example of a self-reliant man. After my 
tribute of respectful and earnestly thankful words to Emerson as 
one of the world's teachers, I could not refrain from using the 
spirit of his lines to ground a comparison between the public 
opinion of Boston in 1773 and 1873. Mr Emerson smiled an 
almost fatherly approbation of my very short speech; but, what 
the Trar:eller terms my 'kindly, courteous, but f~nk rebuke of 
the spirit of the age,' called forth quite a lively debate, which was 
opened by Wendell Phillips, who was followed by Henry Wilson, 
by tile Rev. Mr Alger, and Dr Bartol, then by Mr Alcott, and last, 
but by no means least, by a notable woman, Julia Ward Howe. 
Mrs Howe ~trongly recalled to me the cold, intellectual. face of 
Archbishop Manning, but she manifested feeling as well as 
intellect in her brief address. Weodell Philips spoke a second 
time, and to my immense delight, for it gave me a better oppor
tunityof judging the greatest orator in New England. ' I fully 
expected that Mr Emerson, who had listened with. marked 
attention and evident interest to the conflicting statements, would 
give some (Ipinion; but as the oracle remained si1ent~ I was 
obliged to be content with his pleasant personru words of promise 
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to seek ine out for another meeting before my departure for 
England." 

On the same night Mr Bradlaugh lectured to a brilliant and 
crowded audience in the Music Hall, and the next day the 

.; Vice-President of the United States came to congratulate him 
on. his "continued successes, ~ at the same time presenting him 
with" the first volume of his invaluable work upon "The Rise 
and Fall of the Slave Power in Amertca." At Salem, where my 
father lectured shortly afterwards, he was the guest of Dr Loring, 
President of the Massachusetts Senate. Then at the special 
request of the Rev. A. A. Miner, D.D.-who had heard him 
speak in Boston-he addressed the students and officers" of 
Tuft's College, and found in them a rarely appreciative and 
enthusiastic audience. On the journey back to Boston Dr Miner 
told him that he liked his students tu hear every man he thought 
a true man, whatever might be his views. or Some denounce me 
as a bigot," he added," "and othera regard -me as a heretic. I 
wish that when my young men leave me they may be carefully 
trsined to hear all opinions and to form their own." 

Everywhere my father found good friends, both amongst the 
poor and amongst the well-to-do j many old remembered faces, 
too, he met-poor men who had l~ the Old World to tempt, 
and sometimes to win, better fortune in the New. When he 
visited Niagara, the man who drove his buggy turned out to be 
a Northampton man and a devoted admirer. " 

But all the kindness and all the friendliness shown him in 
America did not weaken his fondness for his mother country 
and his determination to serve it. He loved his own land, and 
the men and women there who trusted him and worked with 
him. In the middle of January he wrote home: "My heart 
now yearns for Europe j and when I have covered another twenty 
thousand miles or so • • • I shall pack up the remnants of my 
shirts and come home." Little did he think as he wrote those 
words that within the brief space of a fortnight be would be on 
the sea, going back to England as fast as the Java could take 
him. But such was to be the final misfortune attending his first 
American lecturing tour. As he was journeying towards W ash
ington to lecture, and to pay his promised visit to Henry Wilson 
in that city, a telegrani from Austin Holyoake reached him, 
telling him that Gladstone had dissolved ParJiamflnt. He stopped 
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ahon in his journey. and turned back to New York in order to 
take the first Tessel bound for home. . 

On his return to England he fOUDd -that his lectures in the 
United States were represented as having been a dead failure; 
and that he himself had been mostly laughed at and ridiculed. ... 
atatements exactly the reverse of truth. That his lectures brought 
him no money profit was the consequence, not of his UDpopularity. 
but of the terrible fiDancial panic that took place wast as soon 
ILl he arrived in the States. Then just as he W88 beginning to 
recoup the losses owing to this, he was summoned back by the 
dissolution of Parliament; and this final catastrophe brought; 
him home with pockets almost as light as when he atarted; 
and worse than an. with a tremendoua burden of liabilities 
incurred through broken engagemenw. 



CHAPTER XXXIX. 

,",WO NORTHAMPTON ELECTIONS, 1874. 

IN the spring of 1873 there was much talk of a dissolution of 
Parliament, and everywhere the constituencies were making ready 
for the general election-the firet under the Ballot Act. In 
reviewing the candidatures Mr Bradlaugh said he hoped to see 
re-elected "Jacob Bright, as representing the women's question j 
Sir Charles Dilke for his outspoken Radicalism j George Dixon 
for his great services in the education movement; Henry Fawcett 
for his advanced Radicalism, and his knowledge of India; Charles 
Gilpin for his courage in striving to abolish capital punishment; 
C. Wren Hoskyns for his views on the land; Vernon Harcourt, 
despite his personal ambition, for his manly advocacy of popular 
rights j Edward Miall for his disestablishment advocacy j Anthony 
John Mundella and Duncan M'Laren for their useful support 
to their betters j" Dr Playfair for his brains j Samuel Plimsoll 
for his shipping impeachment j Henry Richard for his services 
as a peace advocate; Peter Rylands for his endeavours to revive 
Joseph Hume;s memory; Pete, Alfred Taylor for his crusade 
against the game laws j and 'Villiam M'Cullagh Torrens for 
knowledge of India and general utility." He did not agree 
with all these, but "they have work to do," he said, "and 
they try to do it." He added: "I shall be rather glad to 
see Samuel Morley again returned for Bristol Personally, I 
do not know Mr Morley, but I beiieve him to be a good honest 
reformer as far as he goes, and after his own fashion." Amongst the 
new members he hoped to see sitting in the House were Mr Burt ., 
(mentioned first of all), ])Ir Arch, l\Ir Odger, and Captain Maxse. 

_ • How prepared lIr Burt's mind was for the stsunch and unfailiug support 
he subsequently gave Mr Bradlaugh during the long Parliamentsry figbt 
may be gathered fr\lm an answer given at this electio~ The cry of 
II heresy" had been raised against him at Blyth, and at a public meeting 
he was asked to answer-Yes or no, did he believe in the authenticity of the 
Bible t His answer was noteworthy, especially when looked upon in the 
light or later events. .. As," he lI&id, II I am not a candidate r'll a professor-

m 
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The possibilities of a dissolution, which did not after ali come 
until February 1874, kept the candidates and committees busy all 
the year. Mr Brsdlaugh was, of course, active at Northampton, 
although the Whigs, or Moderate Liberals as they were also 
called, asserted that "under no possible circumstances could Ml' 
Bradlaugh be accepted as the candidate of the United Liberal 
party," and they declared he had no chance whatever of getting 
elected. Again Mr Brsdlaugh offered to abide by a decision of the 
Liberal electors of the town or by a test ballot, but his offers were 
treated with disdain. In April he received a communication from 
the Tower Hamlets Radical Electoral Committee, asking him to 
allow a requisition to be promoted in his favour as a candidate for 
the borough at the next election, but he was not willing to desert 
Northampton. The prolonged electioneering, of course, meant an 
expensive contest, and to meet this an election fund was started, 
and subscriptions were sent in very readily. 

Just as lli Brsdlaugh was leaving for his first visit to America. 
that is. in the early part of September, he issued his address to the 
electors of Northampton. In this address he declared himself in 
favour of various Parliamentary Reforms. such as :-

Short Parliaments. Redistribution of Seats. the Same Franchise 
Qualification for Borough and County; 

Reform of the House of Lords, including Deprivation of 
Hereditary Legislative Privileges.; Withdrawal of Legislative 
Privileges from existing Peers habitually absent from Parliament; 
the Creation of Life Peera, selected for ability in public service; 
the Veto of Lords to be a Suspensive Veto only, capable of being 
overruled in the same session by sufficient Veto of the Commons; 
Exclusion of the Bishops and the Archbishops; . 

Disestablishment of the Church; 
Reform in National Expenditure and in Taxation; and 
Changes in the Land Laws"; Abolition of the Game Laws.; 
Alteration of the Law relating to Employer and Employed, 

and Extension of Conciliation Courts. 

ship of theology or the occupancy of a pulpit, I decline to say whether I 
do or do not believe in the authenticity of the Bible. It is entirely foreign 
to the business before us. The contest in which we are engaged is a 
political, and not a religious one. I maintain that the constituency has no 
right whatever to institute an inquisition into the faith or creed of any candi. 
date who may solicit its suffrages. For this reason I refuse to answer all and 
every liueation ofa theological nature that may here or elsewhere be put to me.' 



TWO NO~ BLEO'I'IOlfS, 1874. ' 395 

ftaggiDs ardou _ leal Notwitbstim.cling' . .n thia, the election 
WI8 lost. and !lr Phipps, one ef ille Ooaaervativ8,'candi4ates, Ii 

fellow-toWnsJb.an and a brewer, 1nII Jtltteed at '" head of the polL 
-'lhe vetiDg wall declared aa follows:......· ',' 

Phipps. "to 
Gilpin • 't81 0 
Merewether . • 21'15 
Henley • ' 1798 
Bradlaugh • ' • HiS, 

An analysis of the voting showed that 1060 voters had· .. 
confidence in :Mr Bradlaugh tbat they did not split theit votes. _ 
but gave them to him solely. In 1868 he received 1086 v'*'; 
now, little more than five years later, with all the disadvatage:of 
his absence-for, notwithstanding all tbe good and lo~ work 
,dOne, tbis disadvantage must nevertbeless bave been considmbl~ , 
he polled 567 more, and Lord Henley, in spite of the fact that he 
was joint, candidate with Mr Gilllin, only received -14:3 votes mote 
than his rival. ' 

Nothing had ·'been heard from Mr Bradlaugh since the ,telegram 
despatched by him immediately on re4l6iving new.. of the di8ll101u-

. tion, to announce his return by the next ,'boat. Ju,st before the 
polling day a rumour waS current that he had not left America at 
aU,but had disregarded the claims of Northampton. This rumour 
was only dispelled by. the receipt of a telegram two days after tbe 
declaration of the poll, telling of bis amval in Queenstown. He 
reached London on the morning of Sunday the 8th, and went to' 
Northampton on the Tuesday following. The scene at the station 
defied description, and the crowd assembled to meet hitq. extended 
right into the town. Along the route to the Market Square 
people were at the windows, and even upon the housetops, anxious 
to . see and greet the defeated candidate. He addressed a few 
words to the mass of. people. gathered in the Squ~e, and in the 
evening 5000 people crowded the Circus to auft'ocation, in an over- . 
whelming desire tQ see and hear hjm, and when the time came to 
vote their confidence, not a single dissentient hand was beld up. 

As there was already some talk of Mr Gilpin's early retirement, 
in consequence of his failing heatth, and, knowmg tha~ .the 
divided representation of the borough was a cause of much vexation 
to Whigs and RadiCals' alike~ since it meant the practical, 

, diaeDbanehisement of Northampton, Mr Bradlaugh made one last 
oft'er cc for the sake of peace.'" He offered t<> stlbtnit the ctllestion 
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of his future candidature to Mr Gilpin, and if that gentleman, "in 
his heart and conscience," after hearing him, and an official 
representative of the other (Whigr side, should think it right to 
decide against him, he pledged himself to withdraw. This offer, 
like all the others of a similar kind, was refused. Before his 
death, however, Mr Gilpin expressed himself favourably towards 
Mr Bradlaugh's candidature,* and he had, as we know; subscribed 
.£10 towards his expenses in the former election. The expenses of 
the present contest were quickly cleared by subscription, but my 
father's burden was greatly added to by the liabilities incurred by 
his, sudden return from America. The broken engagement at 
Washington cost him 219 dollars. And after all his haste, not 
allowing one moment's avoidable delay in leaving, he had not the 
satisfaction of arriving in time for the poll, the borough elections 
having been carried through within twelve days, and the Atlantic 
passage taking some days longer then than it does now. It is . 
small wonder if he felt somewhat despondent' and disheartened, 
as he thought of the liabilities contracted on the other side of the' 
Atlantic, and the lost election at home. 

He arranged to leave again for the United States about the third 
week in September 1874. In many cases where damages had 
been claimed for his broken engagements of the spring, he had 
obtained indulgence by promising to fulfil them in the autumn, 
and lectures were arranged for him for dates extending from 
October to Christmas. All al'l'angements for his lecturing tour 
were complete, when the death of Mr Charles Gilpin in the first 
week of September put him in a terrible dilemma. His engage
ments in the States must be kept, Northampton must be fought. 

Directly after Ml' Gilpin's funeral Mr Bradlaugh issued his 
appeal for renewed support, and his address was extensively 
circulated, although indeed he might well have felt that the 
Northampton people must be getting tolerably familiar with the 
reforms he desired to advocate, if permitted to take his place as 
their representative in Parliament. A meeting was held in the 
Town Hall, and 110 most. enthusiastic audience crowded every corner. 
For some days it was not known when the new writ would be 
issued, whether immediately-in which case my father might be 

* In a statement made by Alderman P. P. Perry late in 1876 on the 
snbject of 1IIr Bradlangh's candidature, he said that the late ?Ir Charles 
Gilpin, immediately after his election in 1874, .. earnestly recommended us to 
come to some arrangement with Mr Bradlaugh." 
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able to stay. lor the contest, or in a few weeks-when he ought to 
be on the other side ·of the Atlantic fulfilling those broken engage
ments, or after the reassembling of Parliament in the February of 
the following year, by which time he could arrange to return. ·As 
the days went on he became more and more perplexed as to what 
was the right course to pursue, but when, after a delay of _ a week 
or so, it was announced that the writ would be issued at once, he 
decided to stay to fight the battle himself, and again throw 
himself on the indulgence of his American friends, although this 
would necessarily involve a furthe~ pecuniary loss, great or 
moderate, according to the number of engagements broken. Mr C. 
G. Merewether once more contested the borough in the Con
servative interest, and after much searching the Moderate Liberals 
finally selected Mr William Fowler as their candidate. This 
election was the most bitter my; father had yet fought. In· 
addition to the usual grosS exaggerations concerning hie political 
and religious opinions (whi!!h this time included the perennial 
.. watch story"), the most cowardly statements were made concern
ing his private life by Mr Fowler and his adherents. Mr 
Bradlaugh sought to meet Mr Fowler face to face; he sought 
admission to his meetings but was refused, orders being given to 
use force if necessary j he went to the house where Mr Fowler was 
staying and sought a private interview, but the servant brought a 
message that Mr Fowler was II too busy to see Mr Bradlaugh." 
Five times at least Mr Bradlaugh tried to meet this man publicly 
and plivately, but without avail; then, said Mr Bradlaugh, II I shan 
ask the electors of Northampton whether they will record their 
votes for a liar and a coward." At this there was a terrible out
cry, and he was condemned as II foul-mouthed" for using such 
II hideous adjectives and substantives," such II vulgar virulence." 
The London and provincial press were equally severe on him. Mr 
Bradlaugh, in a speech to the electors during the contest, thus 
defended himself: II It had been said that his language had been 
strong. What else but strong language could be expected from a 
man who found himself slandered behind his back, and who found 
that not only was he himself libelled, but that foul language was 
cast upon those hI) was bound by every tie of honour and manhood 
to protect' To?lfr Fowler he owed it that that afternoon a 
formal inquiry had been made to him whether he was married to 
his wife j to Mr Fowler he owed it that that afternoon he received 
a note asking jf it were true that his mother w~re now living on 
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parish relief. They would not ask hint to deny these things, even to 
deny them would degrade him; but he asked them what weapon a 
man could use. against a foe who trampled on his dead mother's 
gI'sve, and who struck at women, who at least ought to be safe from 
attack'" if. Later on, in a letter from America, he wrote in reference 
to this: "In consequence of Mr Fowler's language as to my social 
morality, and my theories on marriage, I received anonymous 
letters inquiring if I had ever been married; my committee-men 
were actually formally asked if my daughters were illegitimate; 
ahd it was charged against me that my mother was now living in 
receipt of parish relief. Protected by Mr Fowler's words-which 
he dared not utter to my face-the- oft-refuted 'watch story' was 
circulated with a dozen variations. And yet .men wonder that I 
called the man 'liar and coward' who did this behind my back, 
and who refused me the opportunity of either public or private 
exp1anation. .. The nomination took place on the 2nd of October. 
and to Mr Joseph "Gurney's name as proposer was added that of 
Mr Thomas Adams, one of the truest and most loyal of men, and 
au honour to the town of Northampton,9f which he was several 
times Mayor. His devotion and friendship for Mr Bradlaugh was 
always the same-steady, constant, and reliable-and was broken 
only by his death. This. there is" too much reason to believe. 
was hastened by overtaxing himself on my father's behalf whilst 
suffering fro~ a severe attack of influenza. 

The extraordinary bitterness of feeling in the town awakened by 
the personalit!es indulged in on the Whig side "and Mr Bradlaugh'iI 
strongly expressed but quite natural resentment, had also its 
reaction of intense devotion to my father's personality, and there 
were most pathetic evidences of this. When the polling-day caUle 

- one man ill in bed insisted upon being lifted out and carried to the 
polling-booth, declaring he would go to vote for Mr Bradlaugh 
even if he died on the way j another ardent supporter who had 
broken his leg in two places a week or two before, in spite of my 
father's expressed wish to the contrary, had himself conveyed to 
the polling-place in order that he might record his vote. Amongst 
the working women were many of his most enthusiastic adherents, 
and one poor WOUlan, very ill indeed, dragged herself to" the 
window on the polling day, and, watching for my father, opened it 
as he passed to give him greeting and a cheer. Enthusiasm there 

• See Mrs Besant's account in Nalionalllifol'fM1'. October 11th, 187&. 
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was j", plenty, but -'unhappily not voting power enough to carry 
him into Parliament, although indeed that was increasing rapidly, 
for when the poll was declared on the night of Tuesday the 6th, it 
Btood thus :-

Merewether • • 2171 
Fowler. • 1836 
Bradlaugh 1766 

In eight months therllfore he had increased his vote by 113, al).d 
had crept up to within 70 of the Whig candidate . 

.At the declaration of their defeat the Northampton Radicals, for 
ihe first /lnd only time, lost their self-control; the vile charges 
made against the man they had chosen to honour had worked them 
up to a state of the extremest. indignation and anger, which, 
hitherto restrained, now in the first bitterness of their disappoint
ment brok~ out in ·violence. .An attack was made upon The 
Palmerston, Mr Fowler's headquarters; Qut Mr Bradlaugh was 
soon in th$ midst of the rioters, and using his utmost energy of 
rebuke and persuasion succeeded in dispersing the crowd. Un
fortunately, he had to.leave at nine o'clock to catch the Cunard 
steamship, the PatiMa, at Queenstown. Relieved of the 
restraint of Mr Bradlaugh's presence, the rioting recommenced. -
The Palmerston' was .once more attacked, and the Jlercu171 print
ing office, and the houses of some of Mr Fowler's supporj;ers were 
besieged, in some cases the windows and doors being very much 
damaged. Mr Fowler's effigy was carried round the town by a 
woman, and was hooted and insulted until captured by the police. 
Fighting commenced, and as the excitement increased, the quieter 
and more timid inhabitants began to feel greatly alarmed; the 
soldiery was then called out, and the Riot Act read. At ftrst this 
seemed only like pouring oil upon the flames, for theBe men, after 
their weeks of patience and forbearance, seemed for the time to have 
lost all restraint; but little by little the tumult subsided, and then 
the fighting was over for good, leaving for the next day a legacy of 
e~citement or despondency according to temperament, and a 
legacy also of many bandaged heads, which ,happily betokened 
but few really serious injuries. The whole fury of the rioters was 
directed solely against William Fowler and his supporters, an·l it 
is noteworthy that, although the Conservative quarters were close 
by The Palmerston, they were unmolested. The press .was, as -
usual, for the ~O!lt part very unfair to ]}Ir Bradlaugh:""-Iilome even 
making. him responsible for the rioting which occurred after 
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he left Northampton. There were,' however, a few exceptions, 
and of these the Times, the Examiner, the Netua8tle Weekly 
Ohronicle, and tho Birmingham Dat7y Post wero the most notable. 

Helping in the work of this election, we again find the name of 
George Odger. Two years beforo there had been some talk of 
asking him to become a candidate for Northampton, but he would 
on no consideration allow himself to be put forward in opposition 
to Mr :Bradlaugh. Instead of coming to Northampton to stand 
against him, he camo to try and win votes for him. }fr Watts 
and 1.rr Foote again unweariedly gave their services, and Mrs Annie 
Be.."8.Ilt was in the towri reporting the proceedings for the Reformer 
under the pen-name of Ajax. 

Captain Maxse was amongst the subscribers to the exPenses of 
this contest, and he wrote that he regarded Mr :Bradlaugh's candida
turo as & national one. One would never guess, to see the long 
list of subscriptions (most in small sums, as always), that these 
same people', had already supplied the funds for an election once 
before in that same year. , 

For upwards 'of five' years the Liberals and Radicals of England 
hud before them the melancholy sight of the' Radical, borough' of 
Northampton represented in the Commons House of Parliament by 
two Conservatives. Even.the Northampton Whigs began to feel 
that keeping :Bradlaugh out was costing the borough too dear, 

·especially as the people,' sometimes in their very families, wero 
divided into personally hostile camps. Hence, soon after this last 
eJection, the le;>resentatives of both parties met together and formally 
agreed to unite in contesting the Municipal and Parliamentary 
elections. As the Municipal elections were close at hand, the good 
results of this alliance wero immediately visible. I am bound to 
say, _however~ that this amicable agreement between the Whigs 
and the Radicals was not very enduring, and long before the 
General Election of 1880 parties seemed almost as much divided as 
ever. The more far-seeing among the Whigs realised aftor the 
1874 election that they must choose between being reprosented by 
the obnoxious :Bradlaugh, or the equally (if otherwise) 'obnoxious 
Tories, but the more obstinate and more prejudiced still cried II No 
Bradlaugll," and it was not until the eleventh hour, when Mr 
Labouchere was brought in to run as a joint candidate with my 
father, that these yielded; 'and even then, as the analysis of the poll 
clearly showed, there were many who did not vote straight. 

, END 01' VOL. L 
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