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Some Press Notices on the Fivst Edition.
ILife of Gordon.

#For some gears prior to his deadh in Khartoum, GorpoN
. app to have b d his friendship and wonfid aon Mr
" - Boulger. . o Noreader of these volumes, who possesses oven
an elementary acquaintance with the main events of Gordon's
active and varied life, will rise front their perusal without feeling *
that many of these events are placed iu a wholly new aspect by
Mr Boulger,"— Times. * . .
] “Is to be welcomed as a valuable addition to the Library
of National Biography."—Worid, et c.
,° . “An interesting, highly controversial, and far from final
sl;ett_;h of a most imp}essive career. i Ie Elu the'qn.m]is'iea .
'OA ﬂguur:. :lpldlty of narrative, ‘nn personal conviction. —'

+ ."His tmuch to recommend it, and it will grobably rank as
the best Life of Gordon for years to come.” - Weséminster
+ - Gasette, . . 4 .
" A WELL-EXECUTED portrait of the great soldier-statesman.
. » « Contains much concerning its illustrious subject that will
be new to the vast majority of GENERAL GORDON'S numberless
mdmirers."—~Daily Telegraphs . .
** Mr BoULGER ts successful in his attempt to bring into clear

- gelief every side of GorboN's natum."rDu'ly News. -

- Or interest, containing as it ‘does many fresh details of the
career of that heroic soldier. No one is perhaps more com-
petent to write G v's Biograpby than the p anthor,*~—=
Literary World.. .. - . .
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vi Preface.

contents showed me that they were of the deepest interest
as relating to the important events of the Crimean War, and
to the first seven years of Gordon’s service in the Army. 1
at once went to Sir Henry Gordon, who honoured me with his
friendship and confidence in no less & degree than his dis-
tinguished and ever-lamented brother, and begged of him
permission to publish them. He at once gave his consent,
which was ratified by the late Miss Augusta Gordon, the hero’s
favourite sister, The letters appeared in July 1884, under the
title of “General Gordon’s Letlers from the Crimea, the
Danube, and Armenia” In the proper place I have told
what Kinglake, the historian of the war, thought of them
and their author.

In the rush of books that followed the fall of Khartoum,
no favourable opportunity for carrying out my original purpose
presented itself ; and, indeed, I may say that the anonymous
biographical work I performed during the course of the year
1885 would. have filled a large-sized volume. Moreover, the
terrible events of the fall of Khartoum, and the failure of the
relieving expedition, were too close at hand to allow of a just
view being taken of them, and it was necessary to defer an
intention which I never abandoned. It seemed to me that
the tenth anniversary of the fall of Khartoum would be an
appropriate occasion for the appearance of a Life claiming to
give a complete view and final verdict on the remarkable
career and character of the man, with whom his own friendly
inclination had made me exceptionally well acquainted.

.In 1893, therefore, I began to take steps to carry out my
project, and to the notification of my intention and the appli-
cation for assistance in regard to unpublished papers, I received

“from several of the principal representatives of the Gordon
‘family encouraging replies. But at this time both Sir Henry
Gordon and Miss Gordon were dead, and I discovered that
the latter had bound her literary executrix, Miss ‘Dunlop, a
niece of General Gordon’s, by a promise not té divulge the bulk
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of the unpublished papers during her lifetime, i am happy to
say, however, that Miss Dunlop, without accepting any respon-
sibility for what I' have written, has with the greatest possible
kindness read these pages, and assisted me to attain complete
accuracy in the facts, so far as they relate to family and personal
matters, but excluding altogether frozp her purview all military
and’ political topics. For that co-operatxon, unfortunately re-
stricted by the condition of the promise to Miss Gordon, I avail
myself of this opportumty to express my grateful thanks; and I
am also indebted to Miss ‘Dunlog for the youthful unpublished
portra.xt of .Gordon which forms the frontispiece of this volume,
and also for that of the house in which he was born.

‘When I was first confronted with the difficulty that the
unpublished papers would not be accessible to me, I contem-
plated the abamdonment of my task; but a brief consideration
made me conclude that, even without these documents, I had
_ special knowledge, derived from Sir Henry Gordon and many

other sources, that would enable me to deal w1th all the more
important passages of General Gordon’s life. "The result must
be . judged from the Life itself; but I have not sought to.
make any. partisan attack on anyoné, although, when I have
felt compelled to criticise and censure, I have done so with a-
full sense of responsibility as well as with reluctance, I may "
be pardoned the confidence I express when I say that I am
sure nothing in the unpublished documents will affect the main
conclusions to which I have come on the Khartoum mission,
its inception and disastrous close.

I am permitted by the courtesy of the proprxetors of .The
Times to reproduce in these pages the several articles and
letters which originally appeared in the columns of that paper.

It is a personal matter, of no interest except to" myself, but'
I should like to state that the work would have been out much
sooner but for a long and serious illness.

: DEMETRIUS.-C. BOULGER
29tk August 1896,
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