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LIFE AND SPEECHES· 

OF 

LORD SALISBURY. 

CHAPTER V. (conHnued) . 

.• 874-1880. 

ON the 13th. of June the Berlin Congress 
met, and a month afterwards the treaty was 
signed which, taken into connection with 
the . Anglo-Turkish Convention, completely 
checkmated J:he designs- of R~ssia in the 
East and guaranteed the. maintenance of the 
interests of England. The acquisition of 
Cyprus remains as a standing proof of the 
successful diplomacy of Lord Beaconsfield 
and Lord Salisbury, the effects of ~hich five 

. years of Liberal rule have not been able 
entirely to efface. The return of the pleni
potentiaries was a real triumph. In Lord 
Beaconsfield's historic words they had brought 
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back "peace with honour," and the English 
people did not show themselves ungrateful. 
The Premier was careful, both at Dover and in 
London, to claim for Lord Salisbury an equal 
share with himself in bringing about this 
'happy result. To the crowd assembled in 
Whitehall the Ministers addressed a few 
words of thanks rendered almost inaudible by 
the salvoes of applause with which they were 
received. Lord. Salisbury is understood to 
have said, when an interval of comparative 
silence was at last secured, "i thank you 
heartily, and gather from this great assembly 
that you will always continue to support a 
Government which supports the honour of 
England. The encouragement which you 
have given our foreign policy will strengthen 
us in maintaining thatforeign policy as the best 
for England." The favour of the Sovereign 
was signally shown by her conferring the highest 
honour it is in her power to give--the Order 
of the Garter-on the successful and patriotic 
Ministers. In forwarding a copy of the 
Treaty of Berlin to the Home Government, 
Lord Salisbury took the opportunity of point
ing out in detail, how almost all the radical 
faults of the Treaty of San Stefano had been 
removed. On the 18th of July, the Treaty of 
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Berlin was formally laid before Parliament, 
and Ministers had to encounter the objections 
of the Opposition and the captious criticisms 
of Lord Derby. This noble earl, annoyed at 
the remarkable success which had attende<1 
the manly diplomacy of his successor at the 
Foreign Office, indulged in some more of those 
revelations of what had passed in the Cabinet 
while he was a member of that body, for 
which he had been reproved before. It fell 
to the lot of Lord Salisbury, who ~ollowed hi~, 
once more to point out the extreme impro
priety of such disclosures, even when they 
were substantially correct, which in . this 
instance he maintained they certainly were 
not. Having answered Lord Derby's objec
tions, Lord Salisbury turned to the Anglo
Turkish Convention, which had especially 
excited the late Foreign Secretary's wrath. 
CI With respect to that question," he said, 
"we have had the advantage, which we have 
frequently enjoyed in recent times, of revela
tions from the dark interior of the Cabinet. 
In fact, whenever my noble friend"speaks he 
has an instalment of revelations to make. 
This is the third speech which my noble 
friend has delivered since he left the Cabinet, 
and every one of them has contained a fresh 

• B 2 



4 Life and SPeeches of Lord Sa/zsbury: 

instalment of the fatal tale. The sante' ob.· 
'jection was made to Dr. Oates when "he 
brought forward successive fragments of his 
disclosure. When taunted with the fact, his 
answer was that he did not know how much· 
the public would endure. But, my lords, I 
would venture to point out that there is a 
great inconvenience in these revelations from 
the interior of the Cabinet. Of course my 
noble friend, must treat his obligations in the 
spirit which pleases himself; but I do not 
know that I should like to announce, as 
broadly and palpably as my noble friend has 
to the world, that any person who hereafter 
serves with him in the Cabi1?et must be pre
pared to have everything that passes, or. is· 
supposed to pass there, produced ultimately, 
in' spite of the rule which Privy Councillors 
have hitherto observed. But in tlie present 
case, the statement which my noble friend has 
made to the effect that a resolution had been 
come to in the Cabinet to take the Island of 
Cyprus and a position on the coast of Syria 
by a secret expedition, with or without the 
consent of the Sultan, and that that was the 
ground upon which he left the Cabinet, is a 
statement which, as far as my memory goes, 
is ,not correct. I am not relying on my own 

c 
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memory. If I had been, I should have some 
hesitation in putting it forward, because my 
. noble friend's memory is one of considerable 
powet j but on behalf of my noble friend 
the Prime Minister, and on behalf of my other 
.colleagues, I beg to state that the statement 
.made by the noble earl the late Foreign 
. Secretary is not correct. It is obvious that 
these revelations as to conversations that 
have passed, and of which no record is made, 
.must in the nature of things be exposed to 
error, especially.in an assembly which very 
seldom takes a definite an4 clear decision 
until the time for action arrives. . All kinds of 
. contingencies. are spoken of, all possible 
policies are discussed, and it is quite possible 
that my noble friend may have heard some 
project discussed by this member of the 
Cabinet br that. For my part, I cannot 
.charge my memory with.what my noble friend 
alludes to; but certain it is that no such re
solution as that which he has spoken of was 
in their recollection taken by the Cabinet. 
.• • • • The noble earl has discussed with 
considerable severity the policy of annexing 
theIsland of Cyprus, and has suggested all 
kinds of difficulties and dangers. The nobl~ 
earl has shown that fertility which I think his 

• 



6 Life and Speeches of Lord Salisbury. 

mind is apt to. display in finding reasons for 
doing nothing in the matter. He has dwelt 
upon a great variety of objections which it is 
always easy to put together; but as the 
nobfe earl was going through them it 
occurred to me to think what would be the 
nature of a speech we could suppose him to 
have made upon some project for the exten
sion of territory in India, had he lived a 
hundred years ago. The noble earl has told 
us that, as the soil was not being developed, 
it was absurd to take an island in which 
English labourers could not live. Well, 
suppose the question of making one of these 

• acquisitions in India was brought on a 
. hundred years ago, how ingenious would have 
been the difficulties which my noble frien<J 
would have raised j how he would have mag
nified the adversaries England would possibly 
have to contend with; and how he would 
have put together an ingenious conjunction 
of imaginary dangers. How he would have 
gloated over the possible opposition of France. 
It is singularly easy for any mind which has 
the faculty of ~ destructive criticism to such 
an extent as my noble friend possesses to 

. conjure up reasons for doing nothing j but if 
these reasons had prevailed with our ances-

c 
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tors, not only the Empire of India but the 
Empire of England would not have existed. 
My noble friend has sufficiently shown, by the 
language which he has used, and the gloomy 
vaticinations as to the fate of India in which 
he has indulged, that his sympathies are not 
very strong with those who built up that 
empire. My noble friend would have lO:on
fined the enterprise and power of England to 
this single island. Perhaps he might by a 
great effort have consented to our acquiring 
the Isle of Man I But all those splendid, 
bold, and even hazardous enterprises by, which 
the power of this c9untry has been built up,' 
'and on. which the fame of England reposes, . 
would have fallen ben,eat~ the touch of his 
chilly and negative criticism." With this 
stern and well-deserved rebuke, Lord Derby 
passes out of these pages. He very shortly 
afterwards definitely joined the Liberal party, 
and during Mr. Gladstone's second adminis
tration held for some period the seals of the 
Colonial Office. In this position he had' full 
opportunities for carrying his theories into 
practice, with considerable injury to his party 
and signal disgrace to his country. 

Turning to a more pleas~ng topic, we must 
next notice the banquet ~hich was given to 
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the plenipotentiaries in the Duke of Welling
ton's Riding School, by the leading Conserva
tives of both Houses of Parliament on the 
27th of July. After a brilliant speech by 
Lord Beaconsfield, Lord M;almesbury pro
posed the health ,of Lord Salisbury, who, in 
his reply, after alluding to the abuse and 
miscepresentation with which the Government 
had been assailed, turned to the question of 
Cyprus, and said, "I do not know if you 
.:>bserved it, but it struck me with a thrill of . 

. gratulation when I saw that, in taking pos
session of Cyprus,. not one hand, . not one 
voice, was lifted up to resist the transfer, and 
the proclamation of Queen Victoria's name 
was everywhere received with enthusiasm; 
while other nations, perhaps militarily more 
powerful than ourselves, have to, struggle 
with the deep reluctance of the people to 
undergo the blessings they profess to offer. 
What is the reason of the difference? I t is 
that we, at all, events, in the cause of civiliza
tion have won our spurs before the world. 
We have shown in governing India that 
where English rule and English influence 
extend, peace and order revive, prosperity and 
wealth' increase; and therefore it is that the 
prospect of English rule was welcomed by 
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men of every race and every creed. Have 
we a right to throwaway, to hide under a 
bushel, to conceal in a corner, such influence 
as this merely lest we should at some distant 
time, and in some inconceivable circumstances; 
add to . our responsjbilities? I am told that 
in the task of aiding and counselling the 
Ottoman Empire to bring the blessings of 
civilization to some" of the fairest portions of 
the earth, we shall be hampered by the 

• jealousies of other powers. I utterly refuse 
to believe it. When they find what our 
policy really is, that we are there merely to 
extend to others the benefits we ourselves 
enjoy j when they find that we welcome their 
competition, that we invite every trade, that 
we grudge success to no nationality, that the 
one object that. we have in view is that peace 
and order should be restored, and that races 
and creeds which for centuries back have 
lived in feud, should henceforth live in amity 
and goodwill ~ then I believe that all idea of 
jealousy will vanish, and that they will 
heartily co-operate with us in our civilizing 
miSSIOn. At all events, we will not recoil 
from such a task because it may seem to add 
to our responsibilities or increase our labours j 

and ~f we are able in ever so small a degree 
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to accomplish these results, we at least shall 
have no cause to repent of the labours we 
have undertaken, and you will have no cause 
to be ashamed of us." 

Nor were these the only honours bestowed 
by a grateful country on the ambassadors 
who had brought back" peace with honour." 
On the 3 1 st of August, the freedom of the 
City was conferred on them, and a grand 
banquet given in their honour at the Mansion 
House. In his speech to Lord Salisbury the. 
Chamberlain of the City dwelt upon his 
hereditary connection with the City of 
London. "The citizens of London," he said, 
"claim you both by descent, as they will 
from this day forward by redemption. Your 
lordship's grandfather was a merchant trading 
successfully in this city i and had your lord. 
ship remained among us, instead of seeking 
fame and fortune elsewhere, you might have 
been-who knows ?-Lord Mayor of London . 

. You, my Lord Salisbury, will not be dis
pleased if I remind you that you claim descent 
from no less than three aldermen of, this city, 
the last of whom, Sir Crisp Gascoyne, was 
the first Lord Mayor to occupy, in 1752, the 
present Mansion House." Nothing could 
exceed the heartiness and enthusiasm with 
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which the Ministers were greeted in the City, 
but in Parliament they had to encounter the 
violent opposition of their Liberal antagonists. 
Every variety ofinuendo, every ·spec~es. of 
criticism, fair and unfair, was resorted to i the 
vocabulary of abuse was ransacked for fresh 
epithets to hurl at the Government; the 
words of Ministers were misquoted, their 
acts misrepresented; the time of Parliament 
was· taken up with frivolous questions and 

. futile motions, directed against a Ministry 
which had just secured an honourable treaty 

. :which had raised the prestige and position , 
of England, an.d had restored peace tQ 
Easte~n Europe without shedding a drop' of 
English .blood, and with a most moderate 
expenditure of English money. Notwith .. 
standing this persistent opposition the ses .. 
. sion of 1878 did not close before some 

. valuable measures had been passed into law: 
The work of establishing a national system 
of education in Ireland was forwarded by the 
passing of the Intermediate Education Act; 
for Scotland, Acts relating to education had 
also received the royal assent. Ministers 
had shown by the Public Health and the 
Factories and Workshops Acts that they 
were as keen as ever on sanitary questipns, 
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while the agricultural interest was cOrlsider
ably benefited by the new law relating to 
highways, and by the Act for the suppression 
of the cattle-disease. But it is not for its 
legislation that the session of 1878 will be 
remembered, but rather for the patriotic sup
p~rt which the vast majority of the members 
of both Houses, including many belonging 
~o the Liberal party, gave to the Ministers 
during a period of almost unparalleled diffi
culty. It will also be remembered that the 
leaders of the Opposition could not refrain, 
even at such ~ time as that, from allowing 
party tactics to take the place of patriotism. 

The Eastern Question left a legacy of 
trouble behind it. Russia, in view of ~the 
possibility of war with England, had sent an 
embassy to Cabul, which the Ameer of 
Afghanistan had received with every mark of 
respect, though he had persistently refused 
to allow an English ambassador to reside at 
Cabul, and had declined the Viceroy's invita
tion to attend the great durbar at Delhi. 
The danger of the establishment of Russian 
influence in Afghanistan was very serious, 
and it was felt that no time must be lost in 
preventing such a menace to our Indian 
Empire. Accordingly a mission, headed by 

• 
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Sir Neville Chamberlain, was sent to Shere 
Ali j but no sooner had it crossed the Afghan 
frontier than it was met by a point-blank 
prohibition from the Ameer' to proceed any 
further. Such an insult could hardly be 
passed over, and for a while eyen the Liberal 
press in England applauded the determina
tion of the Government to demand redress 
from Shere Ali, and td take precautions 
against the intrigues of Russia in Afg~anistan. 
But patriotism has never been a prominent 
feature in the policy of the Liberal party, an<l 
it was not long before an "Afghan Commit. 
tee" was formed for the purpose of harass~ 
ing and thwarting the Government, and 
misrepresenting their' aims and intentions to 
the English people. The Afghans were 
represented as a peace-loving, unaggressive 
people j the idea of a Russian attack upon 
India was ridiculed, and the policy of masterly 
inaction lauded to the skies. The war was 
declared to be the most wanton and wicked 
undertaken in 'modern times, and once more 
the whole machinery of agitation and mis .. 
representation was set in motion. Undeterred 
by this interested cl~mour the Government ' 
calmly pursued the course which the situation 
demanded, and did not shrink from summon-



1.4 Life and SPeeches of Lord Salz'sbury; 

ing Parliament to explain the causes of the' . 
war and obtain the sanction of the House to 
raise the supplies necessary for the prose
cution of the operations in Afghanistan. 

Parliament accordingly met on December 
5th, and the discussion of the Afghan policy 
of the Government commenced at once. The 
Opposition at once attempted to make capital 
out· of a supposed' discrepancy between an 
answer given by Lord Salisbury, when Indian 
Secretary, to a question of the Duke of 
Argyll's on the appointment of a resident 
envoy at Cabul, and the policy which the 
GoYernmt!nt was pursuing. It is needless to 
say that Lord Salisbury's answer to this 
charge of disingenuousness was complete, 
thoug h that fact ,did not prevent its being 
brought forward again and again by those 
opponents whose favourite weapon is always 
a lie that is part of the truth. . The following 
passage from Lord Salisbury's speech in the 
Lords on December 5th will enable our readers. 
to judge for themselves how far this insulting 
accusation was deserved.. Lord Granville 
had distinctly charged him with having m:is,. 
led the House on the subject, whereupon Lord 
Salisbury immediately rose and said, U As I 
understood the charge, it was that at a time 
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when I knew that Sir Lewis Pelly had been 
commissioned to go to Cabul, I denied that 
any envoy had been sent to Cabul at all." 
The Duke of Argyll said, ' No doubt it would 
be . very convenient to have a resident at 
Cabul, if you could get a prudent man in his 
place; but it was notorious that for a long 
time past the present Ameer had set his face 
against having such an officer" in his Court. 
Rumour said that the Government of India 
had determined upon a change of policy, and 
had resolved to insist upon the Ameer having 
a resident British envoy at his Court.' What 
we wanted was to have officers on the frontier 
who might see what was going on. I need 
hardly explain to the House why we should 
wish to' know what was going on in Afghan
istan. It is sufIi.cient to say that the year 
before Khiva was occupied. Without going 
further, I am sure the House will understand 
why we desired to know what was going on in 
Khokand and in the Ameer's territories without 
having any intention whatever of interfering 
in the internal government of Afghanistan or 
overshadowing the Ameer in his own Court. 
I dwell upon this point because the difference 
of asking for an agent at Herat and at Cabul 
is immense." Lord Lytton had in his nego .. · 
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tiations been careful to ask for a British envoy, 
at Herat i and with this understanding their 
lordships woul~ see that his reply to the Duke 
of Argyll was perfectly correct. 

"The circumstances at the time," he went 
on to say, "were difficult in the extreme. 
Russia was in arms i great irritation prevailed i 
no one knew whether the war would not spread 
much further than its original area i and what
ever the policy of her Majesty's Government 
might be, and whatever duties it might be 
called upon to perform, this, at least, was our 
duty: not ,to bias in any way the policy of 
the country, nor to add to its difficulties and 
dangers by any imprudent language of our 
own. It was, therefore, our duty pot to say 
much of that which I say now, and which is 
said in the papers before the House. Conse
quently, I told the noble duke that I could 
not· give him much positive, but only negative, 
information. That negative information was 
'that we had not tried to force an envoy on the 
Ameer at Cabul, and that we had not sug
gested Sir Lewis Pellyas an envoy at Cabul. 
N ow, I want to know why the noble earl oppo
site insinuates that I said anything contrary 
to the most perfect truth in the reply I made 
to the noble duke. The noble earl talked of 

f 

f 
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my having stated that there ha 
change of policy as regards Afghan 
must charitably suppose that the noble 
spoke without· having taken the trouble to 
read the speech to which he referred. There 
is no such statement in that speech.!' 

But as this explanation, full and complete 
as it was, did not seem to satisfy the captious
ness of the Opposition, Lord Salisbury re
turned to the subject again on the 10th 
of December. "The Duke of Argyll," he 
said, "asked me a certain question which I 
thought it proper and expedient should be, 
answered. He asked me whether certain 
troops were assembled to force a resident 
upon the Ameer j he spoke of a bridge of 
boats, erected to facilitate' operations; he 
wished to know whether there was any de
parture from a policy which had been'adopted 
by many Indian statesmen, and whether any 
attempt was being made to force on the Ameer 
a resident at the Court at Cabul, I resident' 
being a word well understood in India. To 
that question I gave a nega,tive answer. He 
asked me for positive information.. I told him 
I could not give him positive information, and, 
because under these circumstances the noble 
lord opposite appeared to have misunderstood 

VOL., II. • C 
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what I intended to say, the noble marquis 
(Lord Ripon) and others are pleased to accuse 
me of disingenuousness. I imagined every 
one in this House knew there were many 
subjects on which the mouth of a Minister of 
the Crown is sealed. If I had explained fully 
what our policy then was I must have ex
plained the reasons on which it was founded j 

I must have depicted the Ameer, as he had 
been depicted to me, as a faithless, treache
rous, intriguing man, whose loyalty we had 
vainly attempted to secure.. The noble lord 
has forgotten that anything said here by a 
Minister of the Crown is said not merely to 
this House of Lords and the English people, 
but to the whole world-to the Czar of Russia, 
to the Shah of Persia, and to the Ameer of 
Afghanistan; and if you insist that no answer 
shall be given except such as contains a com
plete revelation of the policy of the Govern
ment, the only inference I draw is that in the 
future no answer at all shall be given to a 
question of that kind." He believed that the 
Ameer had no aversion to the idea of receiving 
residents, though it was quite true that he 
pretended to have such' an aversion. As to 
the causes of his anger, he had stated them 
himself; "One cause was the very impartial 

c 
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conduct of Sir J ohri Lawrence when the 
Ameer was struggling for his life. He had a 
profound conviction that it was not the duty 
of the British Government to interfere with 
the claimants for the Afghan throne; but, 
instead of leaving them alone to the vicissi
tudes of war, he resented each candidate as 
he came uppermost. We have been told"that 
the Ameer sees English books and news
papers. Perhaps he is versed in" English 
literature; if so, I can readily suppose that 
he must have looked upon Sir John Lawrence 
as an Oriental Vicar of Bray." .... It was 
not the military invasion of India, but the 
diplomatic invasion of Afghanistan' that we 
had to guard against. We had to take mea
sures to prevent Russia working in the East 
with Afghanistan as her base, as she had 
worked in Europe with Bulgaria and Bosnia. 

" ~ To prevent such" an evil remonstrances to St. 
Petersburg were useless. It could only be 
done by English" agents on the spot, who 
might watch the unauthorized diplomacy of 
Russia. 

1/ Well, then," he continued, II I am told 
we ought to have gone to war with Russia. 
Why on earth ought we to have gone to war 
with Russia? - Our complaint against the 

C 2 • 
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Ameer was that he had not received our 
embassy. His excuse for not receiving our 
embassy was, first, that the Russians would 
make it a ground for coming themselves; 
and, secondly, that Christians could not live 
safely at Cabul. The mission of Russia 
made fragments of both these excuses. It 

. was obvious that he did not fear the Russians 
coming, and that Christians could live safely 
at Cabul. From that moment his excuses 
disappear. And now, by his own <showing, 
without any reason, out of pure hostility and 
disloyalty, because he was conspiring with 
others, because he did not wish light to be 
cast upon his proceedings, he refuses to 
receive our envoy into his territory. It is 
natural for every man who has done mischief 
to object to light being thrown on what he 
has been doing. The excuses raised by the 
Ameer remind me of the conditions which 
spiritualist professors lay do\vn with regard to 
their claims-namely, that darkness is abso
lutely essential to the success of their opera
tions." He concluded by reminding his 
hearers of what would be the result of an ad
verse vote on the Afghan question in words 
to which later events have given a prophetic 
significance. "If this matter is taken out of 
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our hands, it must be placed in the hands of 
others, and you know what p<:>licy they will 
pursue. It must be placed in the hands of 
those who have found India a burden, of those 
who contemplate the superiority of America 
over this country with acquiescence and com. 
placency, in the hands of those who even now 
advise us to take pack our army, and allow 
the Ameer to gain in diplomacy the victory 
which he has been unable to gain in arms, 
and pursue beyond the border his intrigues 
and his disloyal designs." 

The debate, which showed how thoroughly 
party prejudices had blinded the Opposition 
to the welfare of their country, concluded 
with a majority of 136 for the Government, 
201 against 65; while in the House of Com~ 
mons an amendment blaming them for the· 
war in Afghanistan was rejected by a majority 
of 101. On the 17th of December, Parlia. 
inent was adjourned till the middle of the 
following February. 

By this time the Afghan war seemed to 
have come to an end, the Ameer's troops had 
met with a succession of defeats, and Shere 
Ali himself was a fugitive in Central Asia. 
But troubles had broKen out in South Africa, 
and the disaster of Isandlana had shown that 

• 
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the task of subduing the Zulus was by no 
means' so easy as people had supposed. 
Even the Opposition were compelled to con
fess that the Government were not respon
sible for the Zulu war, but they endeavoured, 
more suo, to make party capital out of the 
fact that the Government had not considered 
Sir Bartle Frere's hasty action in declaring 
war against Cetewayo sufficient reason for 
peremptorily recalling him, and, out of doors, 
impassioned orators were never tired of 
declaring that the disasters of South Africa 
were due to the "Imperial" policy of her 
Majesty's Ministers. These events, more
over, served the purp'ose of the obstructionists 

. in the House of Commons, who, headed by 
Mr. Parnell and Mr. Chamberlain, seemed 
determined to make legislation by a Con
servative Government impossible. It must, 
however, in fairness be said that Lord Har
tington refused to lend his sanction to these 
questionable tactics, for which he received 
the sneers of Mr. Chamberlain, 'who de
scribed him as the late leader of the Opposi
tion. 

With an this obstruction it is hardly sur
prising that the net results of the session 
were not great. The Army Discipline Bill) 

• 
• 
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an important measure of codification, was 
passed after. almost interminable debates j 

the difficult question of Imiversity education 
in Ireland was settled, for the time at least, 
by the foundation of a central examining body, 
known as the Royal University of Ireland j a 
Corrupt Practices Act, and a measure dealing 
with the public health were placed in the 
Statute-book j . by another Bill the office of 
Public Prosecutor was established j and'a 
Public Works' Loans Act regulated the. 
borrowing powers of various local bodies. 
But Ministers were compelled reluctantly to 
abandon many important Bills, such .as those 
for reorganizing county government, and for 
establishing the liability of employers for 
accidents occasioned to their workmen. 

The interest of the session ,centred in the, 
House of Commons, where the organization 
of obstruction was a new thing, and one' 
which it was clear would necessitate a 
Tevision of the time-honoured ruies of debate 
in the Lower House. Sir Stafford Northcote 
made an attempt in this direction; but re
ceiving very little support from the leaders of 
the Opposition, he was obliged. to abandon 
his scheme of reform and be contented with a 
very small change in the rules, which did not 
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do much to check the growing evil which was 
rapidly paralyzing the Legislature. 

Lord Salisbury did not take any very 
prominent part in the debates of this session. 
He was frequently interrogated as to the 
carrying out of the Treaty of Berlin by mem
bers of the Opposition, who were hoping 
against hope that that memorable settlement 
of the Eastern difficulty would prove a failure. 
But with the Afghan and Zulu wars the 
Foreign Secretary had no especial connection, 
though sharing to the full the responsibility 
for the measures which the Cabinet deemed 
it necessary to take. 

But his silence in Parliament was redeemed 
by _ two brilliant speeches which he made out
side the walls of Parliament. The first was 
on the 30th of April, on the occasion of the 
biennial dinner of the Middlesex Conservative 
Association. After having expressed his 
gratitude for ~he support which the Govern
ment had received from London and Middle:
sex throughout the crisis of the Eastern 
Question in 1878, duri'pgwhich time Ministers 
had ,to deal with. an Opposition such as 
no Ministry had had to deal with before, 
he said he did n t wish to cast any re
proach upon thos who in the autumn of 
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1876 maintained the agItation about the 
Bulgarian atrocities. 

" They may have been misled, they may 
have exaggerated the evil; but their action 
was the outcome of the purest feelings by 
which human beings can' be animated. But 
their outcry, which was directed to the limited 
object of obtaining reforms from the Turkish 
Gover~ment, was seized upon and diverted by 
men who, twenty years ago, plunged the 
nation into war in order to maintain the 
Ottoman Empire. Twenty years ago the 
Ministry of that day induced the country to 
spend one hundred millions, and vast num
bers of valuable lives, in order to sustain the 
Turkish Empire. That policy, at their 
bidding, was accepted as the policy of the 
nation. It was enshrined in treaties; it 
was maintained by Parliamentary votes. 
They gave no sign that they had abandoned 
it. In 1871 they confirmed it by a solemn 
treaty. But in the autumn of 1876, when 
accounts, possibly exaggerated, but certainly 
sincere, of, terrible and. most condemnable 
doings had excited the feelings of the people 
of this country, they saw an opportunity of 
damaging their political opponents; and: 
they did not hesitate to sacrifice, at a mo .. 
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ment's notice, that which they had induced 
the country by its blood to sanction. What
ever their motives may have been, a sharper 
curve, to use an American phrase, was never 
executed by politicians." 

It might be said that the Government 
ought not to have been influenced by the 
Opposition. N or were they; but the Oppo
sition had influenced those with whom the 
Government had to deal. They desired to 
prevent a disastrous and terrible war, and 
exerted their utmost influence on the Turkish 
Government to induce it to abandon its un
reformed administration, and to fall into the 
lines of European civilization. But what was 
the answer which they were met with? "We" 
were told that we were a Government which' 
no longer represented the people of England; 
that those who· did represent the people of 
England had declared that the Turks must be 
turned out bag and baggage, and that it was 
of no use for the Turks to follow our advice 
because they were already foredoomed. That 
was the effect of the Bulgarian agitation 
upon our power over their counsels. I do 
not like to follow the argument further i . but 
I desire to say that upon others also-upon 
others on whom in a still greater degree de-

f 
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pended the termination of that critical period 
-the belief that the policy of the Crimean 
war had been abandoned by those who were 
its authors exercised an influence which is 
written upon the pages of history in blood. 

" Well, the war came-a war waged in 
obedience to a philanthropic outcry from this 
country. And what was the result? Any 
one who 'has followed the history of the past 
three' ·years, who has counted up the lives 
that were lost on the field of battle, and who 
has studied the reports of our representatives 

. abroad, will agree that if all the misery 
inflicted by these Bulgarian atrocities had 
been repeated every year for thirty years, it 
would not have equalled the miseries which 
this philanthropic war has entailed upon the 
human race. When the Government found 
they could not prevent the war, their atten
tion was directed to the object of protecting 
British interests, and in that they flatter 
themselves they have succeeded. 

" I know," he continued, "I am treading 
upon delicate ground. I can only speak with 
reserve; but 1 think I may beg of you also 
to exercise a little reserve in believing all that 
you see in the public prints. I have always 
regarded Baron Reuter as . one. of the. most , 

• 



,28 Lift and Speeches of Lord Salisbury. 

remarkable men of his generatioq. The way 
in which he gets at the secrets of my office is 
something perfectly inconceivable, but still 
infallibility is not granted to any human being, 
,and even Baron Reuter may occasionally 
make mistak(-'s. If you have ever seen, or 
should you ever see, in his reports anything 
which in~icates to you that her Majesty's 
Government are disposed to depart in any 
particular from the Berlin Treaty, I say to 
you, do not ,believe it. -For the sake of peace 
we gaTe up a great deal; but we can give up 
no more. If I say that, it is simply in de
ference to Baron Reuter and others. I have 
no ground for believing that any person-or 
at least any person of importance-intends 
to depart from the Berlin Treaty. As far as 
I know, the great powers of Europe, without 
exception, are fully resolved on its executiop." 
Mr. Bright had recently stated that the 
Government had delivered up the people of 
Eastern Roumelia to the cruel power and 

-government of the Turk. That assertion 
was marked by Mr. Bright's customary reck
lessness. The Government had not delivere.d 
up Eastern Roumelia to the Turkish Govern
ment. "The arrangement of the Berlin 
Treaty was this: that polItical and military 
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supremacy over Eastern Roumelia, for strate
gical purposes, was given'to the Sultan, in • 
order that he might defend his dominions, 
and especially Constantinople and the coast 
of the lEgean, in which we have an especial 
, interest ~ but the internal government was 
entirely to be delivered into the' hands of 
the Eastern Roumeliansthemselves, and an 
arrangement:"""'1 belfeve the wisest that under 
the circumstances could be come to-has 
been carried out by Sir H. D. Wolff and his 
'colleagues with great energy. and ability. 
Without passing a comparison upon minute. 
details, the position of Eastern Roumelia 
towards the Sultan will not be very different 
from that which our own colonies occupy 
towards the Queen-that is to say, that they 
will govern themselves in all matters of 
internal administration, but that in all rp.atters 
of foreign policy or strategical defence they 
will depend' upon and be subject to the 
Sultan. I believe that the Turkish Govern-

'meQ,t, deriving lessons from past events, is 
very anxious to avoid any cause of offence 
that might prevent the people of Eastern 
Roumelia from, submitting contentedly to its 
rule. In short; the fate of the Eastern 
Roumelians lies in their own hands. If they 
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accept loyally and freely the Treaty of Berlin, 
and take advantage of the full administrative 
autonomy which is granted to them, they 
will enjoy a freedom which other nations in 
this continent might well envy. If, to follow, 
a fancy, or to satisfy a formula, they refuse 
these liberal institutions, repression must 
follow, and their blood be upon their own 
heads. But I do not believe that any such 
alternative will happen. I believe that you 
will find that the Christian community-for it 
is in the main Christian-of Eastern Roumelia, 
under a Christian governor, and guaranteed 
by Christian powers, but yielding to the 
Sultan its strategical and political government 
will be among the best governed and the 
happiest communities in Europe." 

Speaking generally of Turkey, Lord Salis
bury said he believed that there had never 
been a Sultan more resolved to carry out the 
reforms which were necessary to the existence 
of his empire; and he was supported by a 
Christian Foreign Secretary animated by 
the same spirit. He was supported by a 
Grand Vizier, who had been borrowed from 
another Mohammedan nation, and who, from 
the knowledge and ability which he had 
shown, d~served the recognition and the 
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acknowledgment of Europe. "If these men 
can reform the system which they have found; 
if they can introduce good government; if 
they can secure life and property; and if in 
addition. they can obtain a good financial 
system for their empire, I believe that, in 
spite of the terrible shocks which it has 
received, ~he Turkish power may yet for the 
advantage of Europe survive. If they neglect 
these opportunities, if they refuse, from any 
prejudice, to undertake the reforms which 
are necessary, a more terrible catastrophe 
may result. The rivalries of many nations, 

. which by its existence are adjourned, would 
by its fall come up for settlement." 

Referring to the coming. election, Lord 
. Salisbury asked them to remember what was 

the kind of party with which they had to deal. 
If a Liberal party came into power, it would 
not, like the Conservative party, be one 
animated by a single feeling, directed to a 
single policy. "The Liberal party," he said, 
,.' is a confederation of parties, and in the 
enterprises which the confederacy undertakes, 
each confederate expects that the r,esults will 
be to himself and not to his neighbour. While 
they are in opposition they certainly take 
advantage of the privileges of that position. 

, 
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They abstain from giving any definite pledges. 
One gentleman, distinguished in their organi
zation, has recently warned them that for the 
next election they are to have no distinct 
opinions. They are to be united, however, 
by a common bond, and that is the desire of 
turning the present Government out Of office. 
But there may be people to whom it may seem 
to be of some importance to know what are 
the measures which the Liberal party, if it got 
into power, would introduce, and by what 
manner of men it would· be led. While they 
are in opposition it is very convenient to push 
forward Lord Hartington. He is a man whose 
moderation and judgment most people will 
recognize; but while they recognize those 
qualities they will also recognize that upon 
points on which he has differed at first from 
his extreme supporters lie has yielded in the, 
end. I think you will find that when the ,test 
really comes the leader of the Liberal party 
will be Mr. Gladstone. Mr. Gladstone, I need 
hardly say, does not lean upon the old Whigs 
for his support. He leans upon gentlemen 
like Mr. Chamberlain, who, no doubt with 
ability and conscientiousness of conviction, 
press forward demands which are fatal to the 
ancient institutions of this country. I will 
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only ask you to observe their attitude as to 
one question-the question of disestablish
ment. It would appear that all the more 
earnest and determined members of the party 
are in favour of disestablishment; and yet the 
whip of that party recommends that they 
should talk as little as possible on the sub. 
ject. He even goes the length of asserting, 
and the assertion must have required a con. 
siderable effort on his part, that in going to 
Midlothian for his future seat, Mr. Gladstone 
never thought of disestablishment. I will 
only say this, that premonitory symptoms of 
disestablishment have appeared j that the 
Liberal party is divided j that the Liberal 
party is in, opposition j and that Mr. Glad-. 
stone wants a seat. Everything forebodes a 
severe attack of that disease. I only wish to 
press home upon your minds that, deeply as 
foreign politics interest you at this moment, 
and mightily as you exert yourselves to main
tain against those who would destroy them 
the honour and the traditional principles of 
this country, there are other things to be 
remembered. Look where we will, the Con
stitution of England does not suffer by com
parison. Look where we will, we see extremes 
in politics being tried-extreme democracy. 

VOL. II. " D . 
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i in one directioFl,and a most terrible and intense 
autocracy in another. But among them all 
this counfry pursues her steady and undis
turbed way-often imitated, but always un
approachable. We congratulate ourselves on 
the support we have received in Parliament 
fn our efforts to sustain the traditions of the 
country alike at home and abroad. It is not to 
Parliament, however, that we must ultimately 
look. I t is in your hands-in the hands of the 
constituencies-that the decision will even
tually be; and I am certain that that decision 
will be wisely given, because I am convinced 
that the people are not insensible to the prin
ciples upon which the grandeur of this country 
rests." 

At a Conservative dinner in the City of 
London on the 9th of July, ~ord Salisbury 
again spoke of the conduct and aims of the 
Opposition. After defending the domestic 
policy of the Government, he went on to 
say that from Lord Hartington, who was a 
moderate and liberal man, the country would 
have nothing to fear; but he doubted whether 
Lord Hartington had much real authority over 

. the party he was supposed to lead. "You 
have seen," he continued, "within the last 
few days what is the nature of the support 
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which he commands., You have had legisla
tion stopped during the present session. You 
have had the forms of Parliament abused. 
You have had Parliament itself reduced t~ 
ridicule. And this has been done by men 
who are nominally under Lord Hartington's 
standard, but who disobey his commands. 
These gentlemen below the gangway, be they 
Irish revolutionists or English revolutionists, 
stand to Lord Hartington v,ery much in the 
position in which two or three years ago the 
Circassian auxiliaries stood to tha Turkish 
Government. The Turkish Government had 
the advantage of all that the Circassian 
auxiliaries did j it profited by all their ex
cesses i but when it was reproached with 
those excesses the Turkish Government could 
show with perfect truth that it 'was not re
sponsible for what the Circassians did. It is 
exactly the same with our Parliamentary 
Circassians. Lord Hartington profits by 
what they do, but he is genuinely disgusted 
by the way in which they do it." That was 
all very well while people were in opposition. 
But what would Lord Hartington do if he 
came into power,? "Mind," he said, "I am 
putting it merely as a hypothesis. I do -not 
believe myself in Lord Hartington commg , 
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into power. If it should happen that a storm 
should arise which should overthrow the 
present Government, a darker and more 
dangerous spirit· will rule that storm. But, 
supposing a Liberal Government to be in 
power, it cannot rule by its own majority. 
Do you think that these Circassians will not 
insist upon being paid? Do you think they 
will serve for love? They will be paid, not 
in any vulgar lucre j they will be paid by 
measures dangero'us to the Constitution in 
Ireland and England. That is the real 
difference between the Conservative party 
and those who are opposed to it. We are a 
united party. We have no need to conciliate 
any separate sections of the party to which 
we belong .. But any Liberal party that is in 
power must be in power on the principle of 
giving. places to the moderate men, and 
measures to the extravagant men of the 
party." 

At the close of the session the English 
people had good reason for believing that the 
Afghan question was settled. The Treaty of 
Gandamek, which secured a scientific frontier 
for British India, and the· predominance of 
English influence in Afghanistan, had been 
signed in May' j Yakoob Khan had been 
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tecognized as Ameer, and Sir Louis Cavagnari 
had been received in Cabul as President or 
Envoy. But in September th~ situation was 
entirely changed by the terrible news of the 
massacre of the Envoy and his attendants by 
a fanatical mob, whose excesses the Ameer 
was either unable or qnwiIling to restrain. 
This outrage was immediately followed by 
the march of General Roberts, who, after 
some severe fighting, succeeded in capturing 
CabuI. Summary justice was dealt out to 
the authors of the massacre, as far as they 
could be discovered, while the Ameer volun
tarily abdicated the position he had shown 
himself so incapable of filling. 

It was just after these events that Lord 
Salisbury delivered in Manchester one of the 
finest speeches he ha.s ever made, in reply to 
the criticisms of ministerial policy which 
Lord Hartington and Sir William Harcourt 
had been unsparingly indulging in in the 
earlier days of October •. Lord Salisbury 
began by observing that at the beginning of 
1878 the key-note of the Opposition was to 
defend all that Russia did, and to denounce 
every measure that her Majesty's Govern
ment took to restrain ariticipated aggression; 
but now the tune was changed, and the 
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Government were blamed for not resisting 
enough. 

"They had suddenly been taken with a 
great affection for a document in which I 
have a paternal interest-the circular which 
it was my duty to issue on the day I assumed 
the office I at present hold. I find that Lord 
Hartington and Sir William Harcourt were 
unknown but enthusiastic admirers of the 
composition i but they carefully concealed 
their love at the time. They allowed Mr. 
Gladstone to expend upon it the limitless 
resources of his sophisfry, they allowed Mr. 
Bright to call it infamous, and they never 
hinted for a moment that it was the one 
. thing they admired. However, now at last 
their affection, though late, is declared. I am 
quite sure that neither Lord Hartington nor 
Sir William Harcourt would willingly mis
quote anything, but I feel convinced, from 
their entire and blank ignorance of what that 
document contained, that they had omitted 
to read it before their recent speeches." 
Turning to the question of Cyprus, he said, 
II There has been a great deal of absurd 
criticism upon the occupation of Cyprus. 
Some ingenious people think that they have 
entirely disposed of the policy of the Queen's 

f 



Lifo and Speeches of Lord Salz"sbury. 39 

Government by finding out that, in a very 
rainy year, fever prevailed upon its coasts. 
Fever prevailed in Malta, on the coasts of 
Greece and of Africa,and it prevailed through
out the Mediterranean in that year; but the 
occupation of Cyprus was mel,"ely following 
out the traditional policy of the English 
Government for a long time past. When the 
interest of Europe was centred in the conflicts 
that ~ere waged in Spain, England occupied 
Gibraltar. When the interest of Europe was 
centred in the conflicts that were bejng waged 
in Italy, England occupied Malta; and now 
that there is a chance that the interests of 
Europe will be centred in Asia Minor or in 
Egypt, England has occupied Cyprus. There 
is nothing new in the policy; we do "not claim 
to have anything new in our policy. Our 
claim is that we follow the tradition that has 
been handed down to us, with but one very 
disastrous interruption, for a long succession 
of Governments." 

Coming to the famous circular on the 
Treaty of San Stefano, he maintained that 
the only point in that circular which had 
not been complied with was the cession of 
Bessarabia by Roumania. II With respect 
to the Black Sea generally, we have entirely 

~ 
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carried out the views which were expressed 
in the circular. Two great dangers were 
indicated. One, that the Greek coast of the 
Black Sea would be absorbed in the new 
Bulgaria; the other that the harbour of 
Batoum would be created a dangerous arsenal. 
By the Treaty' of Berlin the greatest amo.unt . 
of the Greek cQast, including the important 
harbour of Bourgas, was handed back to 
Turkey, and the harbour of Batoum was 
declared to be a commercial harbour. An 
arsenal, therefore, could not be erected there 
without a breach of the treaty. But after all 
these were secondary points. The head and 
front of the offendings of the Treaty of San 
Stefano w'as what was called I the big Bul
garia,' a vast Slav province extending to 
Salonica on the one side, and to Adrianople, 
and at the time of the arrangements as to 
Servia and Montenegro, stretching a Slav 
principality across from the Black Sea to the 
Adriatic. It was absurd to suppose that if, 
as this Treaty. of San Stefano provided, 
Russia would have dominant influence in the 
modelling and starting of the principality, 
that Russia would not have been the dominant 
power at ~drianople and at Salonica. It 

\ 

was absurd'to suppose that if such an arrange-
\ c 
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ment had lasted that ,Constantinople could 
have been independent. If you tell me the 
circular has been abandoned, I ask you, what 
have we done? We have pushed this Bul. 
garia back from Salonicaj we have pushed 
it back from Adrianople j we have pushed it 
behind the, Balkans, and left the Balkans in 
the military possession of Turkey as a bul. 
wark for the protection of Constantinople. I 
know, that there are some people who say 
that because Turkey has not already occupied 
four or fiv'e practicable passes in the Balkans 
there is no reality in this provision of the 
Treaty of Berlin. People only go to great 
expense for the purpose of defence when 
they have a reasonable prospect of aggression 
to resist. In the present circumstances of 
the Russian Emp'ire I do not think that Turkey 
has any reasonable prospect of having to resist 
Russian aggression. England for twenty 
years had the right to place her garrisons all 
over the principality of Beloochistan. She 
never did it, but nobody eyer doubted her 
right to do it j nobody ever doubted tHe value 
of the provision i and when causes arose· 
which made it necessary to occupy the town 
of Quetta, then the value of the treaty sprang 
into activity, and Quetta was occupied." , 

• 
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There had been a good deal of criticism 
because the Turkish Empire was not reform
ing as rapidly as we might wish i but after as 
exhausting a war as any country· had ever 
endured, the introduction of reforms might be 
delayed for a time without infringing the 
good faith of the sovereign who delayed it. 
" But," he explained, "I do not wish for a 
moment to deny that there is in the internal 
condition of Turkey much that we must 
regret. I fear that in high places feebleness 
and fanaticism are allowed an influence which 
ought to be denied them, and that Turkey 
may be entering upon a path of resolute re
sistance to reform which can only ultimately 
end in her ruin. But what I think should be 
carefully .considered by the English people 
is, that however important it is that Turkey 
should be reformed, and though they will 
rightly require of their Government that every 
exertion should be made in order to carry 
out these reforms, yet the question of a re
formed or unreformed Turkey does not affect 
the necessity of keeping Russia from Con
stantinople and from, the JEgean. In past 
times we have not inquired what the govern
ment of a country was in deciding to protect 
great strategic positions which it was neces~ 
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sary for the interests of England and Europe 
should be kept from an overwhelming power. 
The constitution of Poland was about as detest
able as any constitution could be,' yet Poland 
was followed by the sympathy and exertions of 
liberal Europe for half a century, not for her 
own merits, but because she was a bulwark 
against the advance of a power that was feared. 
Spain again-when Napoleon invaded Spain, 
the Government of Spain was the most detest
able of the governments which the corruption 
of the last century left to us; 'yet we never 
hesitated for a moment to spend the blood 
and treasure of this country in defending Spain 
against Napoleon, and we were never hindered 
by the thought that her Government was bad." 

There was another evil to. be corrected, 
and that was the stretching ef a Slav 
principality practically frem sea to sea, and 
for that purpose was employed a power 
of a very different stamp from the Turk. 
Europe delegated to Austria the duty. of 
putting an end to that arrangement. " If you 
do not trust the Turk who is on the rampart of 
the fortress, at least you must trust the Austrian 
sentinel who is at the door. The Govern
ment have been blamed because they have 
not used homogeneous nationalities to resist· 
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the advance of Russia. My reply to the 
recommendation to use homogeneous nation
alities to prevent the advance of Russia south 
of the Balkans is .similar to the reply which 
the Mayor of Ivry gave to Henry IV. when 
he apologized to him for not giving up the 
keys of the town. The first apology was 
that there were no keys. There are no 
homogeneous nationalities to set up. They 
are mixed inextricablytogether-Mussulmans, 
Greeks, and Slavs-and no ingenuity could· 
set up a homogeneol:ls nationality in order to 
impede invasion from the north. But even 
jf the homogeneous nationality existed, it is a 
mere chimera to imagine that such an insttu
ment would serve your purpose. You may 
admire a horse very much, but if you are 
going to ride ,it what you would ask is not 
whether the horse is beautiful, but whether 
it will carry ydu. An& if the weight which 
you have to pu~ on is considerable, no amount 
of beauty will c mpensate for its weakness. 
That is the state of the case with respect to 
the nationalities of the Balkan Peninsula i 
with all that they ad to appeal to our sym
pathies, they had 0 organization, no aqminis
trative traditions, no tried cohesion i they 
were mere infant or embryos: they had not 
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grown into a State. Until they had grown 
into a State it is idle to suppose that they 
could resist the. advance of a monarchy now 
in its fourth century of conquest. But if you 
wish not for theories, but faCts, look at the 
case of Roumania. In Roumania there was 
every motive to resist the passage of the 
Russian armies. The Roumanians had no 
Sclavonic sympathies, they had an indepen
dent guarantee by E.urope i and yet we know 
that they not only-I do not blame them i 
their weakness left them no other· choice
did not resist the pass~ge of the Russian 
armies, but in ~he most difficult moment of the 
war, they came to the assistance of Russia; 
, ..• If the Turk falls, remember that 
Austria is now' at Novi-Bazar, and has ad
vanced to the l~titude of the Balkans, and 
that no. advance of' Russia beyond the 
Balkans or beyond the Danube can now be 
made unless the resistance of Austria is 
conquered. I believe that in the strength 
and independence of Austria lie the best 
hopes of European stability and peace • 
. What has happened within the. last few weeks 
justifies us in hoping that Austria, if attacked, 
would not be alone .. The newspapers say-I 
know not whether they say rightly-that a 

• 
• 



46 Life and Speeches of Lord Sal£slJury. 

defensive alliance has been established be
tween Germany and Austria.· I will not pro
nounce any opinion as to the accuracy of 
that infGrmation j but I will only say this to 
you, and all who value the peace of Europe 
and the independence of nations, I may say 
without profanity, that it is r good tidings of 
great joy.' JI 

Referring to events in Afghanistan, Lord 
Salisbury maintained that the Government 
had in reality no choice but to pursue the 
course into which they had been led. rr Some 
people talk of our splendid frontier as pre
sented by the Suliman Mountains. A moun
tain frontier is a splendid thing I quite admit, 
but on one condition, and that is, that the 
mountain, or at least the crest of the moun
tain, belongs to you. But if the mountain 
from the top to the bottom, where it melts 
into the valley, belongs to some one else, and 
that some one else happens to be the person 
against whom you wish to protect yourself, 
that mountain position is the worst frontier 
you can possibly have. That was the state 
of things with respect to Afghanistan. When 
we came into office we found· that wherever 
the enormous territories that own her 
Majesty's rule bordered on the territories of 
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any other power, and, in fact, wherever they 
did not, the powers cheerfully received the 
representatives of her Majesty at their courts. 
There was not one exception-barbarous or 
semi-civilized-wherever the English Govern
ment desired that its representatives should 
be received, save in the solitary instance of 
Afghanistan. Well, in that exception from 
the practice of all nations there was no 
doubt something startling in itself. But if 
Afghanistan had been simply isolated, it 
would have been merely an exhibition of 
churlishness, and we might have left the ruler 
of Afghanistan to sulk as much as he liked. 
But it vias obviously capable of another inter
pretation. It was possibl~ that all the time 
he refused to receive our emissaries, he was 
receiving the emissaries of others. It was 
possible that all the time intrigues were going 
on, and the result would ultimateiy have been 
to place Afghanistan practically in the hands ' 
of a foreign potentate, and those mountains 
constituting an adverse and hostile frontier, 
and frowning down up OJ:? the plains of India, 
would have been in the power of at least a 
rival, and possibly a hostile, empire. We very 
early came across i.ndications which convinced 
us that the unfavourable view of Shere Ali's , 

• 
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character was the correct one, and we were 
also sure that if it was not correct; we should 
easily ascertain'the truth by asking him to do 
as every other potentate in the world does, 
and to receive an officer at his court. U n
fortunately our orders were delayed. The 
Government of India was in the hands of a 
v.ery· able man, but a man not wholly sympa
thetic with ourselves, and the res"ult was that 
a year and a half passed away before our 
orders could be executed, and during that 
time a great change came upon the political 
horizon'. When our orders were 'issued every
thing spoke 'peace; when at last they were 
executed the Servian invasion by Russia 
had commenced, and a strong prcbability of 
the Russo-Turkish War was patent to the 
world. L cannot help believing .that if what 

, we recommended had been done at once, the 
Ameer would have accepted our embassy, 
and all the evils which followed would have 
been averted; but that unfortunate delay 
destroyed and ruined everything. The op
portunity was past, for the Ameer thought he 
saw a prospect of Russia and England coming 
to blows, and he thought it possible to defy 
us. • . • . What sort of man was it whom we 
were blamed for not trusting? I t was a man 
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who had by solemn oaths allowed his own son 
to come and pay him a visit, and who then, 
breaking all those . oaths, threw him into 
prison, and, ,but for the interposition of the 
Indian Government, 'would have put him to 
a cruel death. That, however, was the man 
with whom we had to deal. I cannot con
ceive of any English authority who imagines 
that it would have been our duty to have 
allowed this chief, possessing a strategi<; 
position so dangerous' to India, to have re
ceived the embassy of an empire at that time 
hostile to, or 'at least in diplomatic conflict 
with, our own, and t~ refuse to receive ours 
altogether. If we had done so, Afghanistan 
would have been at the disposal of the em
bassy which he had received, and we, in the 
sight ·of Asia, should have. acknowledged 
that OUl; power was unable to cope either 
with Afghanistan or Russia. Well, you know 
what happened. The war occurred, the 
Afghans were conquered j and when we came 
to negotiate terms of peace, we were dis
posed, as we had been before, to prefer Can. 
dahar, or some other place, as the position 
which our embassy should take. Yakoob 
Khan insisted that we should send it to 
CabuI, for at Cabul he could fully protect it 
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himself. Whether the assurances which 
Yakoob Khan gave us that he could protect 
our envoy have been belied simply by his 
incapacity or some other worse quality, it is 
too early tQ decide i and as the Government 
have not yet received full information from 
General Roberts or from the Viceroy, we can
not at present indicate the precise policy in 
all its details which it will be our duty to 
pursue. But the policy in its, main lines has 
not altered. I t is defence, not dominion, that 
we seek." . 

With reference to horpe affairs, Lord SaIis
bury said that the close of the present 
Parliament could not· be far off, but the 
Government had retained to the end of a long 
term the unabated confidence of both 
Houses. /, Strangely enough this made a 
matter of blame to us. Mr. Goschen is 
angry with us because we have not spent our 
majority. Now, spending a majority means 
carrying matters so far that you not only 
trampledownall the objections of the minority, 
but you even disgust your own friends. The 
brilliant orators who adorn the Opposition are 
fertile in criticism, but when it comes to 
positive suggestion they are singularly dull. 
I am not surprised that it should be so. When 

! t 
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the Liberal party select a policy, they have 
to do it on much the same ground as some 
neighbouring nations select a Government. 
They have to select, not a policy which unites 
them most, but the policy which divides them 
least .••.. " ' 

Turning to Ireland, he maintained that it 
any Liberal leader said that he was prepared 
to concede whatthe Irish agitators demanded, 
the Liberal party would have small chance in 
any English constituency. f( But what the 
Liberal leaders may not do, Liberal followers 
may very expediently do, and there may be 
constituencies where the members of the 
Liberal party, following Lord Hartington, no 
doubt guided by the authorized organs of the 
Liberal union, will yet, for the purpose of 
obtaining the Irish vote, make a compromise 
which is equivalent to surrendering the 
question of Home Rule. When the matter 
came on for division in the House of 
Commons, which do you think of those two 
influences would prevail? If you are in any 
doubt I would ask you to consult the records 
of the last session with respect to the Army 
Bill. Precisely the same state of things 
occurred. The Liberal leaders intrenched 
themselves in one position, and their Liberal 
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followers took up another; but when the 
division bell rang the Liberal leaders disposed 
of their objections and vot~d in the same 
lobby as their Liberal followers." The Irish 
legislation of the late Government had been 
allowed to work uninterruptedly, hut what had 
been the result? "Have their promises been 
fulfilled? Is Ireland more contented than 
she was? Is it not rather the case that the 
separatist movement has obtained proportions 
to which it never· reached before, and that, 
encouraged by the principles that were 
sanctioned 'in the Irish Land Act, doctrines 
which have never before been seriously raised 
in any civilized state are propounded from 
Irish platforms?" 

The advent of a Liberal Ministry to power 
would be understood by every state in Europe 
as mtaning that the policy of the present 
Government was to be undone. II We may 
judge of the way in which they would have 
dealt with the Eastern Question by the way 
in which they dealt with the sudden claim of 
Russia to abrogate the Black Sea clauses in 
1871. We may conclude that they would 
have allowed Russia to' occupy Constanti
nople, that they would then have· exacted 
from her an\abstract stateI.Ilent that it is very 

\ ( 
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wrong for a power to occupy a town without 
being allowed to do so by the other powers, 
and then they would have confirmed her in 
the possession of what she had gained. That 
is precisely what they did in 1871, and I see 
no reason for believing that they would not 
have done it in 1878. With respect to 
Afghanistan, Lord Hartington tells us that 
we must retire behind our frontier. But if 
General Roberts went out by the Khyber 
Pass, evacuating all that British valour during 
the past year has gained, I venture to predict 
that somebody else would walk in by the 
passes of the Hindoo Koosh, and that Af .. 
ghanistan would become in peace a difficulty, 
in war a danger of the first magnitude to the 
Indian Empire. \Ve have had other remedies 
proposed. Sir William Harcourt tells us 
that 'We should have relied on a friendly 
Afghanistan-we should have relied for the 
dearest interests of our Indian Empire on 
the proposed friendship of the most perfidious 
nation that has ever existed on the earth. 
I have heard, though I have 'not seen it, that 
a very venerable organ of Whig opinion has 
recently announced that the proper defence 
of English interests in Afghanistan is to be 
confined to the action of the', English fleet • 

• 
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I feel sure that the electors of this country 
will not be blind to the gravity of the issue 
which events have placed before them. If 
they neglect the teaching of the past they 

~ may have more exasperating legislation, 
separating class from class and encouraging 
new enterprises against property and order.' 
They may have more abdication of the proper 
position of England, and more trusting to 
isolation, and to the friendship or to the 
goodwill of the powers :before whom they 
kneel. All over the world we shall have 
masterly inactivity, except only if there should 
be some ancient institution to overthrow at 
home. I feel sure that the electors of this 
country will prefer the legislation which com
bines classes rather than that which separates 
them, that they will' prefer to hold high the 
standard of English traditions and English 
honour, and that they will prefer to maintain 
a firm front at home in order that, with the 
co-operation of worthy allies, we may be able 
to maintain peace and right abroad." 

This great speech at Manchester is inter
esting, not merely for its eloquence, its cogent 
logic, its luminous defence of the Ministry 
against the r:eckless attacks of their opponents, 
whose inability" to thwart by constitutional 

\ 
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means the policy of the Government made 
them all the more bitter. in their opposition, 
but .this speech for the defence was practi
cally the last public address which Lord 
Salisbury was to deliver to his fellow-cOlmtry
men in his capacity of Minister for Foreign 
Affairs. The winter of 1879 brought on a 
severe chill which was ,attended with serious 
and even alarming symptoms, and at one 
time it seemed as if England was in danger 
of losing one of her most eminent statesmen. 
Happily Lord Salisbury's fine constitution 
enabled him to rally successfully, though hi& 
health was not restored without a somewhat 
prolonged sojourn in the south of France. 
When he returned to England a change had 
indeed come over this country. 

The winter of 1879 witnessed that pas
sionate pilgrimage to Midlothian which has 
cost England so many valuable lives and so 
much treasure, has degraded her in the eyes 

. of Europe, and shamed her to herself. In 
market-places, in public halls, at railway 
stations, in season and out of season, Mr. 
Gladstone poured out the vials of his wrath 
on .the heads of those Ministers who, during 
a period of difficulty and danger, had guarded 
the affairs of England with honour to them-

~ 
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selves and to their country. England's 
enemies, Fenians, Boers, and Russians re
joiced, while the great and friendly powers of 
the Continent looked aghast at the spectacle 
of an aged statesman using his splendid 
talents to injure his fatherland and disturb 
the traditional policy of a long line of illus-
trious Ministers. .. 

Parliament met in February, but members 
were hardly in the vein for hard work i they 
were thinking far more of their constituents 
and the forthcoming election than of the 
business of the day, and a general feeling of 
relief was experienced when it was announced 
that Parliament was to be dissolved in March, 
and that the dissolution would be immediately 
followed by a general election. 

The election of 1880 will be referred to by 
future historians and philosophers as a proof 
of the ingratitude and credulity of a demo
cracy, and it will indeed be a difficult task to 
acquit the English· people of at least culpable 
and criminal folly. That the great and suc
cessful administration of Lord Beaconsfield 
should have been overthrown by those whom 
it had most benefited, that the rhetorical 
stock-in-trade of demagogues and party 
politicians should have found ready listeners 

c 
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and devoted disciples, that the inte tedp.()t 
self-seeking politics of an embittered ~ '-- . ~ 

tion should have been accepted as a new 
gospel by hundreds of honest operatives and 
hard-headed men of business is enough to 
shake one's faith in a widely extended 
franchise and government by the masses. 

Bad, seasons, depression of trade, bank 
failures, were all attributed to the machina
tions of the Tory Ministers. Had' Lord 
BeacQnsfield been an Ahriman, an all-mighty 
and omnipresent spirit of evil, he could not 

. have been credited with more power or more 
malignity. All differences between Whigs 
and Raqicals, Liberals and Home Rulers 
were sunk in one passionate desire to turn 
the Government out. The Whig duke con
tributed his thousands to the electioneering 
fund, the Radical wire-puller strained his 
complaisant caucus to renewed efforts, the 
moderation of Lord Hartington was dangled 
before the eyes of the Whigs, while the ex
treme section were· told that some of the 
sweets 'of office should be allotted to their 
leaders, the Ritualist was bid remember the 
Public Worship Act, the Dissenter was 
promised a Burial Bill. The new golden age 
was to begin when once a Liberal Govern-• 
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ment was again in power; trade and com
merce would revive, wars be unknown, our 
foreign policy would be peace, our home 
policy progress. Such were some of the 
baits which the people of England greedily 
swallowed, and which resulted in the down
fall of the Conservative Administration. On 
the I st of April, I SSo-the most terrible All
Fools' Day in our history-the verdict was 
given for Mr. Gladstone. Sz"c populo placu£t. 
What service was it to point out that the 
prophets were prophesying falsely, but to 
meet with the cynical response that the 
people loved to have it so ?What matter 
that the appeal to argument and. to history 
were in favour of the Ministers when the 
'nation was intoxicated with the rhetoric of 
Midlothian? 

Fate seemed to fight against the Govern
ment. Their most eloquent and influential 
members were Peers, and so debarred by law 
from taking any part in the electoral campaign. 
The remedial legislation which had marked 
the earlier years of the administration was for
gotten, and time had somewhat blurred the 
memory of the Treaty of Berlin. Organiza
tion had been neglected, and the elections at 
Liverpool and, Southwark had induced that 
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feeling of easy security which it is the most 
fatal madness for any political party to in
dulge in, while in the other camp everything 
was prepared for the great struggle which to 
many a Liberal was a matter of life or death. 

Of all the Conservative Ministers, Lord 
Salisbury had the honour, after Lord Beacons
field, of being the best abused by Mr. Glad
stone and his associates. He was held up to 
public reprobation as having been one of the 
chief advocates of a policy of aggression, as 
.responsible for ~very drop of blood shed in 
South Africa or Afghanistan, as entertaining 
dark designs against the liberties ,of Parlia
ment, as the exponent of the mysterious 
doctrines conveniently summed up under the 
vague title of Imperialism. Knowing that he 
was powerless to refute these charges, many 
an obscure Radical candidate, many an 
ignorant Radical journalist disseminated the 
grossest calumnies concerning the Foreign 
Minister. The political gobemouches swal
lowed them wholesale. 

It was under these circumstances that the 
Liberal party once more gave a Government 
to England. Acting upon recent precedents, 
the Conservative Ministry very wisely deter
mined to forestall the decisiQn of the newly-

• 
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elected House of Commons, and on the 21st 
of April Lord Salisbury and his colleagues 
journeyed to Windsor and delivered up to 
their Sovereign the seals of those offices 
which had assuredly received no injury at 
their hands. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

1880-1881. 

PARLIAMENT was formally opened on the 
29th of April, but the delay occasioned by the 
advent· of a new Government to power, and 
the necessary re-elections of Ministers, post
poned the Queen's Speech and the business 
of the session until the 20th of May. But 
before that date the Government had com
mitted at least two serious blunders, important 
enough at the time, but almost forgotten now 
amid the long catalogue of mistakes and mis .. 
fortunes which are connected with Mr. Glad
stone's second administration. Our task does 
not compel us to lir:tger over the details of the 
Bradlaugh case, ~nd this unsavoury subject 
can be dismissed with the brief remark that, 
after almost iricredible vacillation, the Minis .. 
try attempted in 1883 to settle the question 
by bringing -in an Affirmation Bill, which 
was rejected by a -majority of three by the 

• 
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most Radical House of Commons that ever 
sat. 

The Karolyi affair was a very different 
matter. During his electioneering campaign 
in Midlothian, Mr. Gladstone, enraged by a 
report, which proved to be totally unfounded, 
that the Emperor of Austria had expressed a 
hope that a Coriservative majority would be 
returned, made a savage and undeserved at
tack upon the policy of Austria, intermingling 
his denunciations of the past with threats for 
the future. When it was known that the 
perfervid orator of Midlothian was to be the 
Prime Minister of England, Austrian suscep. 
tibilities were not unnaturally aroused, and 
Mr. Gladstone was. obliged to write a formal 
apology to Count Karolyi, which certainly 
lacked nothing in completeness and humilia .. 
tion. But, apologies notwithstanding, the 
Continental powers looked with dismay on 
the return to office of the leader of the Bul. 
garian agitation, the defender of Russian 
aggressio~, the avowed opp"nent of the tradi. 
tional policy of English people. It was only 
natural when Parliament met that Mr. Glad. 
stone's letter should provoke discussion. In 
the House of Lords Lord Salisbury adminis
tered a severe and well. deserved rebuke to 

\ 
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the Premier for allowing his sentimentalism 
to imperil the friendliness which had subsisted 
under the late Government between England 
and Austria, and asserted that any departure 
from the established policy in this respect 
would be fraught with danger to this country, 
whose aims in Eastern Europe had been and 
should continue to be identical with those of 
Austria. 

But questions of foreign policy were not 
those which provoked most discussion during 
the session of 1880. The English people, it 
must be allowed, were somewhat weary of 
having their gaze concentrated on Bulgaria, 
South Africa, and Afghanistan, and ther!! 
was a general desire that the new Government 
should be permitted an opportunity of making 
themselves acquainted with the international 
relations of the country they had been called 
upon to govern before they were compelled to 
discuss the details of "the policy they intended 
to pursue. Few of the newly-appointed mem
bers of the House of Commons had any very 
definite conceptions of foreign policy, and 
most of those who sat on the Ministerial 
side were chiefly anxious to assist the Govern
ment in redeeming some of those pledges 
which had been scattereq with profusion 
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through the country on the eve of the general 
election~ 

The legislation of the session was natu
rally influenced by the remembrance of these 
pledges and by that gratitude which is largely 
composed of a keet.1 sense of favours to come. 
The Nonconformists, who had lent their 
chapels for'Liberal meetings, arid who had 
denounced from their pulpits those who should 
vote for -Conservative candidates, received 
their reward in the Burials Bill-a measure 
eq1,lally opposed to logic .and to justice, but 
consented to by the House of Lords as a dira 
necessz"tas, the rejection of which might bring 
a worse measure into existence. The farmers, 
who had thrown off their allegiance to the 
Conservative party, and, harassed by a suc
cession of bad seasons and by the increasing 
difficulty of contending against foreign com-

o petition, had cast in their lot with that party 
which had been consistently hostile to the 
agricultural interest, were paid for their votes 
by a Hares and Rabbits Bill, a measure ~f 
little practical value, and chiefly important 
as illustrating the contempt with which the 
Radical party regarded freedom of contract. 
The working man was rewarded for his ad
herence to the Liberal party by the Employers' 

( . 
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Liability Act-a tentative measure, but pro
bably the most beneficial whi'ch the second 
Gladstone Administration has produced. But 
there was another and a far more II ugly cus
tomer" demanding payment in tones which 
the Government could not refuse to listen to. 

The strong and determined government of 
Ireland during the late Administration, and 
the real grasp of the situation in that unhappy 
country which Lord· Beaconsfield had. shown 
in his famous letter to the' Duke of Marl
borough, had enraged the anti-English party 
beyond measure. Under the skilful leader· 
ship of Mr. Parnell, the Home Rule party 
had gained immensely in strength and orga
nization. It was not merely that he had 
largely increased the number of his followers 
in Parliament, or that he exercised a practicai 
directorship over three-fourths of Ireland, but 
many a Liberal member for an English con
stituency knew only too well that he owed his 
seat to the Irish vote which had been given 
in the general election against II Benjamin 
Disraeli." The distress in Ireland was 
avowedly severe, though it is difficult to say 
how far it was exaggerated and even fostered 
by interested agitators, and the Government 
acted wisely in taking up the work of their 
vo~ n. • F 
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predecessors and bringing in a measure of 
relief. But the leaders of the Land League 
were little likely to be contented with a Bill 
which would do much to upset their plans, 
which were based rather upon hatred of the 
landlords than love of the peasants. 

In an evil hour for his reputation as a 
statesman,. Mr .. Forster, the Chief Secretary 
for Ireland, consented to adopt a Bill enabling 
tenants who had been evicted for non-pay
ment of rent to obtain compensation from the 
landlords they had defrauded. It is notoriously 
easy for a Government to pass any measure 
they set their hearts upon through a House of 
Commons in its first session. The Opposi
tion is usually disorganized, and the new: 
members have too recent a recollection of the 
discomforts and. expenses of a contested 
election to desire to contribute to a dissolu
ti~n. The Home Rulers and their Radical 
allies rejoiced, while the Whigs were· content 
to .swallow the pill, though they were not 
~ufficient masters of their countenances to 
altogether disguise the unpleasant qualms it 
occasioned them. 

The Bill, after long and stormy debates, 
finally passed the Commons by a majority of 
67, the normal Government and Home Rule 

( 
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majority combined being over· 130. Under 
these circumstances there could be little doubt 
as to its fate in the House of Lords. The 
veteran Whig, Earl Grey, moved its re
jection; the Marquis of Lansdowne, who had 
resigned his office rather than agree to the 
Bill, made an effective speech against it, and 
the only independent Liberal Peer who sup
ported it was Lord Derby, whose constitutional 
timidity prevented him from taking the respon
sibility of voting against a Government which 
had received the support of a majority in the 
Commons. To the first night's debate Lord 
Salisbury contributed a vigorous denunciation 
of the measure, everything in connection with 
which he declared to be mysterious and 
enigmatical. "Nothing can be more puzzling 
than its original genesis. \Ve do not know 
who suggested it, who produced it, or who 

. approved of it. In its course through Parlia-
ment it was never possible to predict from 
day to day what new form it would assume. 
Now that we have it, it is full of expressions 
which the boldest man does not venture to 
interpret." Proceeding to a detailed criticism 
of the measure, he showed that it was founded 
on dangerous and destructive principles, that 
it pushed these principles to an unwarrantable 
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extent, that it was inconsistent with itself, and 
that if passed it would be productive of little 
good to Ireland, and would form a precedent 
for further confiscatory legislation. He con
cluded by animadverting sharply on the craven 
counsels whi~h Lord Derby had given to his 
fellow-Peers. "My lords," he said, "I de
cline, in deciding how I shall give my vote, 
to ask with the noble earl what will be thought 
of the action of the House of Lords out-of
doors. We have a higher responsibility to 
keep in view. J do not believe that the repu
tation, the charaCter, or the influence of any 
man or body of men is to be preserved by 
perpetually thinking of what may be thought 
of their conduct out-of.doors. The motto for 
the House of Lords should be, I Be just and 
fear not it and be sure that if you fear you 
will not long be just. The landlords of Ire
lanq may be a small class comparatively j 
but, after all, they are a class, many of whom 
assumed their present responsibilities and 
incurred the dangers which they are now 
running at the hands of a Liberal Govern
ment,. because they trusted to the word of 
Parliament, and invested their money in Irish 
land on what they thought was Parliamentary 
security. To these men you are bound in 
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honour. You may rely on this, that if you 
do not defend them nobody else will. Let us 
do what is just and right to all classes; and 
we may safely leave our authority, our in
fluence, and our mediatorial power to the good 
sense and consideration of our countrymen." 

These brave and fearless words, had great 
weight even on the Liberaf side <?f the House, 
and the result of the 'first attempt of the new 
Government to legislate for Ireland on con
fiscatory principles was the rejection of their 
measure by the Lords by a majority of 282. 

to 4 I. It was noticed at the time that if 
every Conservative Peer had abstained from 
voting there would still have been a majority 
(composed entirely of the ordinary supporters 
of the Government) against this unjust and 
dangerous Bill. 

Determined to reward the various sections 
of their supporters, the Government kept 
Parliament sitting until the middle of Sep
tember, th~ business of the House of Com
mons being agreeably varied by frequent 
" scenes," in which the Home Rulers and the 
Radicals played a conspicuous part. 

The recess in these-days gives little. rest to 
the hard-worked statesman. No sooner is. 
Parliament prorogued than he is supposed to , 

, 
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be at the service of every constituency. 
Meetings and demonstrations are not con
sidered complete without the presence of at 
least one Minister or ex-Minister. Clubs 
have to be opened, statues unveiled, associa
tions inaugurated, candidates introduced, and 
on each occasion t~e services of an eminent 
statesman are demanded. Public life has 
become more and more exacting, .and politics 
are rapidly tending to become a profession. 
It is only natural' that more extra-Parlia
mentary speeches should be expected from 
the Opposition than from the Government. 
Criticism is notoriously easier than defence, 
while the duties and responsibilities of office 
must impose a check on the activity and 
ardour of the Ministry. 

Lord Salisbury felt that it would not do 
for-the Conservative party to tamely accept 
the defeat 'of the 1st of April, and to wring 
its hands in despai~. The policy of the new 
Government he knew to 1;>e fraught with 
danger to England, both at home and abroad, 
and on three occasions during the autumn of 
1880 he came forward as the critic of the 
Ministry, and the upholder of constitutional 
principles. It was surely time for some one 
to criticizeJ, when the feebleness and vacil-

\ f 
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lation of the Government were allowing the 
leaders of the Land League to play the 
dictator in Ireland, and were preparing the 
way for that reign of terror which culminated 
in the tragedy of Phrenix Park., . 

Speaking at Taunton on the 26th of 
October, Lord Salisbury exhorted the G'a
vernment to assemble Parliament and pass a 
measure to strengthen the hands of the 
Executive in Ireland. "A simple suspension 
of the Habeas Corpus Act, or tte assump
tion, I care not in what form, by the Executive 
Government of powers which Parliament 
would very freely grant them, would, I believe, 
at once suppress the movement, the vitality 
and force of which depend simply on the 
belief of the poor peasantry in the impunity 
of its leaders, and which would disappear the 
moment that those leaders were shown to be 
at the mercy of ':the Government. But it 
appears that the Government are prevented 
from taking this course by one or two strong 
excuses which are constantly urged for the 
present disorder of the Irish peasantry. For 
example, we are incessantly told, not only by 
the leaders of the Land League, but by Liberal 
members of Parliament speaking in England, 
that we should be tender in dealing with these , 

, 
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outrages, because, at some distant period in 
the past, Ireland was the subject of great 
misgovernment. 

" Well, other countries have been the sub
ject of gr:eat misgovernment in the past, but 
that fact is not advanced, and is no excuse 
for the destruction of life and property at the 
present time. I believe the Duke of Cum
berland misbehaved himself very much after 
Culloden, but I have never heard that the 
Highland fenants of the present day break 
the law in consequence. I believe in this 
very county where I stand Judge Jeffreys did 
a great many things which it would be im
possible to defend, but I should be sorry to 
think that in gping home to-night I should 
be less safe on that account, and run the risk 
of getting a bullet from some discontented 
descendants of one of Judge Jeffreys' victims. 
Property cannot be secured, nor can the 
healthy growth which is a necessity to every 
free community be maintained if contracts 
are to be cancelled by the bullet/' 

Things grew steadily worse and worse in 
Ireland, and on the 19th of November Lord 
Salisbury made another appeal to the Go
vernment to act with promptitude and vigour. 
He maintained, as he had at Taunton, that 

\ 
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the ordinary law was not sufficient to cope 
-with the Land League. " The truth is," he 
said, "there is something of superstition-iIi 
the language that is h(:!ld with respect to the 
application of the ordinary law. The ordinary 
law is the system- of judge and jury applied 
to the det,edion and punishment of crime; but 
that presupposes that the juries are free to con
vict, and that the witnesses are free to giv~ evi
dence. It is mere imbecility to think that you 
can use and derive available results from the 
working of a machine whose motive power has 

, been taken away. The whole social system is 
reduced to anarchy, on the top of which is a 
cumbersome hypocrisy which calls itself the 
ordinary law j but its only effect, if there be 
any effect, is to restrain and hinder those who 
would defend themselves. It has no efficacy 

I 

in restraining or hindering those by whom 
these outrages are perpetrated and promoted. 

" I must conclude, therefore, that, uncon
scio.usly to themselves, some other considera
tion must have enlisted the Birmingham 
members of the Cabinet on the side of out
rage and disorder. Crime and outrage, 
though very disagreeable to the persons who 
live in the midst of them, have a Parliamen
tary value. A Land Bill, especially if it con-, 
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tained confisc~tory clauses, would fan very 
flat if there were no .disturbance in Ireland. 
The longer the disturbance continues' the 
fiercer it becomes, and the more cause there 
will seem to be for exceptional legislation 
next session j and if there are members of 
the Government,as I suspect there are, who 
have some pet project, some darling'theory, 
to promote, they will wish for that state of 
things which' will furnish the argument that 
wiil best serve to establish their theories. On 
the other hand, if the -landlords are delivered 
over for the winter to the tender mercies of the 
Land League, it may be hoped that they will 
be more pliable next spring, and will offer 
their fleeces more readily to the shearer that 
may desire to shear them. In other words, 
the present state of Ireland, all the anarchy 
and all the crimes committed in that country 
are so many arguments for future legislation. 
·Every person who. is shot, or carded, or 
branded, or tarred and feathered, contributes 
to bring revolutionary principles with regard 
to the land of Ireland within the range of 
practical politics. His example will have its 
effect, as the Clerkenwell outrage had, on the 
mind of Mr. Gladstone." 

But 'so far as the Government and their 
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supporters were concerned, Lord Salisbury 
was speaking to deaf ears,'and the terrible 
catalogue of outrage and crime went on in
creasing in volume and atrocity. In his 
speech at Woodstock on the 30th of N ovem
her, the Conservative statesman could only 
re-state what he had stated before, that the 
philanthropic dawdling which folded its arms 
and complacently asserted that" Force was 
no remedy," was bringing Ireland to com
plete ruin. The Woodstock dinner, however, 
deserves notice as showing the cordial rela ... 
tions which existed between Lord Salisbury 
and the members of what' was called" the 
Fourth Party," who were represented in some 
quarters as mutineers against the recognized 
leaders of the Conservative party. 

During December outrages continued to 
increase at an' appalling rate, and the Govern
ment were at length aroused to the necessity 
of taking immediate action, if Ireland was to 
be prevented from drifting into a condition of 
absolute anarchy. The announcement that 
Parliament was to meet on the 7th of January, 
and that a measure to strengthen the hands 
of the Executive would be brought forward 
without delay, created a feeling .of universal 
satisfaction. The Coercion Bill was not 
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passed through the House of Commons with
out "scenes" unparalleled in our history. 
On one occasion the House sat continuously 
for forty-one. hours, and it was only by the 
vigorous but technically"illegal, action of the 
Speaker that the organized obstruction of the 
Irish party was eventually overcome and the 
Bill sent up to the Lords. Thus the extra
ordinary spectacle was witnessed of a Govern
ment deliberately neglecting the urgent 
warnings of those who had preceded them in 
office, taking credit to themselves for refusing 
to renew the Peace Preservation Act, and, 
nine months later, being compelled to bring 
in a most drastic measure of coercion, which 
proved to be utterly powerless to destroy the 
organization which was responsible for the 
crimes and outrages. 

Nor was it only in Ireland that the policy 
of Mr. Gladstone was bringing disgrace and 
disaster upon the country. Anxious to j~stify 
their persistent opposition to the measures 
which the Conservative Government had 
taken for the protection of the Indian frontier, 
the' Liberal Ministry· determined to lose no 
time in 1/ scuttling" out of Afghanistan. 
Those who protested against this suicidal 
policy were derided as Jingoes and alarmists} 

f 
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and the danger to India from Russian advance 
in Central Asia was denied. The subservient 
House of Commons naturally declared its 
full confidence in the Ministerial policy, but 
in the Lords the Government were defeated 
by 165 to 79. 

The debate on the abandonment of Canda
har will always be remembered if only for the 
fact that it was the last occasion upon which 
the voice of Lord Beaconsfield was heard 
within the walls of Parliament. But the high 
level of ~he whole debate and the eloquence 
of many of the speakers gives it an import
ance not dependent upon a melancholy 
reminiscence. Lord Salisbury's contribution 
to the debc~.te was by no means insignificant, 
though his speech will hardly compare as a 
masterpiece of oratory with some of those 
which have made his name illustrious as one 
of the greatest orators of the century. It 
may be, that the chilling thought, that nothing 
that was said or done in the House of Lords 
would induce the Government to swerve from' 
their determination to desert Afghanistan, had 
a depressing effect upon his mind which 
impaired his powers of expression. But, 
towards the end, his native vigour and power' 
of argument and sarcasm showed them- , , 
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selves, and the conclusion of his speech 
is a brilliant summing up of the case against 
the abandonment of Candahar. After dis
cussing the geographical and strategical 
importance of Candahar, and showing how 
real were the dangers of Russian aggression, 
Lord Salisbury concluded thus: " Some 
p'eople appear to lay much stress upon the 
moral effect which our evacuation of Canda
har will have upon the people of Afghanistan. 
There is a strange idea prevalent with regard 
to the Afghan character, which hardly coin
cides with that which is entertained by those 
who have lived in that country. That is an 
·idea that they are highly impressionable, and 
that they are very easily touched and gained 
upon by any striking act of self-restraint, 
and that if they see you retiring behind your 
frontier, their first impulse will be to fall into 
ecstasies at this great act of moral and 
virtuous renunciation, and will swear to each 
other that henceforth nothing shall induce 
them to listen to the bribers or to fear the 
intimidation of Russia. I am afraid that that 
scarcely coincides with what experience has 
taugh! us with regard to the Asiatic character. 
I am ~:id ·that in Asia allegiance is merely 
the ree ftion?f superior st~ngth' and that 

\ 
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the Afghans will, on the whole, ask themselves 
when they are determining to whom their 
allegiance shall be given, which is the stronger 
power-which is the power that can protect 
their friends and punish their enemies-and I 
am afraid that· they will conclude that the 
stronger power is that which advances and 
never retreats, and not the power which 
retreats and preaches all the way. 

" Of course there are several ways of putting 
a retreat. I recollect during the American 
War, when the Federals were compelled to 
execute that disagreeable operation, their 
generals always spoke of this action as a 
strategic movement to the rear~ Her 
Majesty's Government choose to describe it 
as a high moral act of renunciation. But 
these are all delicacies of civilization. The 
Afghan has to judge by experience of his 
own country and race, and' his experience is 
that the people who stand are the stronger, 
and the weak are the people who give way. 

" I fear that when you have undertaken to 
execute this manreuvre, on which so much 
reliance is placed, of coming back to Canda
har, when you hear the Russians are at Herat 
-and I suppose commencing, by the way, 
t6 cO,nstruct a railway at the same time; and 

) 
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perhaps after much discussion at home and 
discussion in Parliament, and possibly a 
general election intervening-I fear that wnen 
the salutary movement is resolved upon, you 
will have to meet something even more 
dangerous than the Russian armies and the 
alienation of Afghan allegiance and obedi
ence; you will have to meet the general belief 
in that country of the decay of our own 
national power. Depend upon it, Candahar 
is no trivial or unimportant city: Its strategic 
value and its great historic importance make 
it the object of the attention of the whole 
nation; and the power that is seen to give it 
up will, in tq.e words of a great living states
man, be thought to be I a power that has 
lived.' The noble earl (Lord Derby) spoke 
very contemptuously of those who fear to be 
thought afraid. The rulers of India, who 
are attempting the stupendous task of 
governing 250,000,000 men by 250,000, do 
well "to fear that they should be thought 
afraid. Why, their reputation for courage 
and strength, if it be not a substitute for the 
posse~sion of that strength, is, at all events, 
a safet~nd protection against unnumbered 
evils, w ich must accompany the repr.ession 
of disor r in such an empire as your Indian 

f 
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Empire. But think for a moment-when you 
. cast a fatal doubt on this reputation for 
strength, which is so essential, if not to 
your existence, at all events to your tran
quillity-what is the particular crisis at which 
this is done? Are your armies in all parts of 
the world so strong and so successful that 
you can afford, at this particular time, to have 
it said, that, struck down by a terrible blow 
in Africa, who are· compelled to abandon the 
conquest you' have made and leave Afghan 

, territory to those whom you conquered t 
" My lords, if you regard financial con

siderations, or, for the sake of deferring to the 
fantastical opinions of a particular clique of 
politicians or religionists who are not unre
presented in the present Government, if you 
take a course such as this, you at the present 
time suffer a doubt to be cast in the minds 
o,f millions of the Asiatic population on the 
strength and power of your military force, 
and you will have sacrificed that position, 
that reputation for tenacity and for resolution, 
on which your splendid empire was originally. 
has ed, and by which alone I venture to say 
it can be held." 

"The terrible blow in Africa," to which 
Lord Salisbury alluded) was of course the 

VOL. II. 
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defeat of Sir George Colley at Majuba Hill 
on the 27th of February, news of which had 
just reached England. It is not necessary to 
go into that miserable and disgraceful chapter 
of . our history which is connected with the 
Transvaal. Suffice to say .that this bankrupt 
republic of slave-holding freebooters had been 
annexed by England during Lord Beacons
field's tenure of office; that the act had been 
forced upon the nation by the. policy towards 
the natives, particularly the Zulus, which the 
Boers had adopted j that English rule had 
restored the administrative and financial 
system, and had naturally attracted a con
siderable number of settlers to the new colony; 
and that the Liberal party, with one or two 
unimportant exceptions, had thoroughly agreed 
that the policy was a wise and a necessary 
one. 

But it so happened that Mr. Gladstone, 
during his electioneering tour in Midlothian, 
in his search for stones to hurl at his oppo
nents, had hit upon the idea of denouncing, in 
all the vituperative language that he is so 
great a master of, the iniquity of crushing out 
this ideal republic of Bible-loving, simple
minded Du',ch farmers. His words produced 
terrible results. There was, as might have 

. I 
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been expected, a party among the Boers who 
-viewed the new reign of justice and order 
with anything but favourable eyes. They 
looked longingly back to the good old days 
when the natives were treated as outside the 
pale of humanity, forcibly d~prived of their 
land, and either massacred or reduced to a 
state of slavery. The hopes of these Boers 
then were naturally excited by the Mid~ 

lothian speeches, and when the news arrived 
that Mr. Gladstone had become Prime Minis~ 
ter of England, they felt sure that they had 
only got" to ring the chapel-bell It sufficiently 
loud to ensure attention being paid to their 
demands. At first ,the Government used very 
brave and patriotic language. In, the Queen's 
Speech, read before Parliament on the 7th of 
January, it was announced that" a rising in the 
Transvaal had imposed upon her Majesty th~ 
duty of taking military measures with a view to 
the prompt vindication of her authodty," and 
the acts of Government seemed to correspond 
with their professions. But the defeat of 
Majuba Hill alarmed them, and, partly in
fluenced by a foolish humanitarianism, partly 
actuated by a desire to undo the. work of the 
Beaconsfield Ministry, partly afraid of the 
cost which a prolonged war in South Africa 

G 2 ' 
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might entail, they deliberately turned their 
backs upon their principles and their promises, 
and by a surrender, unparalleled in our history 
since the disgraceful Convention of Kloster
Seven, granted the Boers everything they had 
demanded. 

The indignation which was felt throughout 
England, save in a few select Radical circles, 
found vent in debates in both Houses of 
Parliament. Once more the big battalions 
of the Government triumphed over "the logic 
and the patriotism of the Opposition in the 
Commons, and in the House of Lords it was 
not thought advisable to pass an empty vote 
of censure on a Government which refused to 
be taught by the lessons of experience and of 
history, and cared for nothing but a docile 
following in the Lower House. Nevertheless, 
the Peers determined to place on record their 
condemnation of the action of the Ministry in 
South Africa, and a debate took place on the 
30th of March, originating in an unanswerable 
indictment by Lord Cairns, who brought all 
his unrivalled forensic powers to bear against 
the unhappy Ministers, whose feeble logic, 
miserable s~bterfuges, and helpless vacillation 
were mercilessly exposed and held up to 
scorn. The attempts of.Lord Kimberley and 

( 
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Lord Selborne to answer this terrible indict
ment only served to prove still more clearly 
how impossible it was to refute these charges, 
and they were obliged to content themselves 
with appealing to the n conscience of the 
nation," a conscience which was so dormant 
that it had required two severe defeats to 
awaken it. 

Lord Salisbury wound up the debate with a 
vigorous speech, in which he had no difficulty 
in showing that this appeal to conscience was 
even more than ordinarily out of place on the 
present occasion, and that every really con
scientious reas6n showed the necessity of 
vindicating- the honour of British arms in the 
Transvaal. " You can make no wC?rse pro
vision for the future than to lower and depre
date our military power, and to diminish the 
belief which is entertained to its overwhelming 
force. You induced Dutchmen and English
men in the Transvaal to take your side. You 
informed them in the strongest language that 
your protection would never pass away from 
the country. You induced them to stand by 
you and expose themselves to the vengeance 
of their enemies, and you now abandon them 
with nothing to secure them but a paper 
guarantee. It is the same wretched story 

• 
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. as that which we have recently had about 
Candahar. 

" Well, if there should be any material 
outbreak of this difference of opinion to which 
Ministerial speakers have so pointedly alluded, 
and if the races of the Cape should be ranged 
against each ot'her, and the authority of the 
Crown should be in any degree called in 
question, will it be a light thing that the 
Government have told them by the strong 
teaching of example, that when they trust to 
the English Government the probability is 
t hat they will be betrayed? And will the 
impression you have give!)· to the other side 
be more favourable? I fear that the course 
you have now taken at the price of abandon
ing a great native population, while it may 
extricate you from your difficult complications, 
wi1lleave behind a distrust iIi your fidelity to 
your engagements which will be fatal to our 
future dominion in South Africa." 

While this protest was being delivered 
against the cowardly policy of effacement 
and retreat, the great statesman, who had 
done so much to repair the blunders and 
retrieve the disgraces of the first Gladstone 
Administration, lay on .his death-bed, and on 
the 19th of April the strong, heroi~ soul of 
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Benjamin Disraeli passed away. The blow 
was felt by every patriotic Englishman, though' 
a few Radicals, true to their nature and their 
breeding, pursued with rancour the name of 
the great statesman even after his death, and 
wo~d have denied him the national tribute of 
a monument in Westminster Abbey, which 
even his life-long rival and opponent was 
willing to grant. To the Conservative party 
the loss of Lord Beaconsfield at that crisis 
could not fail to be most serious. He who 
had created the new Tory party, who had 
remained faithful to their fortunes through 
long years of misfortune, who had trained 
and educated them to accept the natural 
changes which time had brought about, who 
had led them to victory, and whose policy as 
Prime Minister had been fraught with such 
momentous issues, was now gone for ever, 
\Vho could take his place? Who bend his 
mighty bow? 

The air was thick with rumours. As in 
1874, so in 1881, circumstantial reports were 
circulated of a split in the Tory camp, and 
the Radical journals ceased for a moment 
their familiar task of belauding Mr. Gladstone 
and chronicling the daily life of their hero, to 
attempt the more difficult feat of stirring up , 
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strife among the Conservative leaders and 
sowing dissension in the ranks of the Opposi
tion. Happily,· there was never any doubt 
as to the course which events would take. 
Sir Stafford Northcote's position as leader of 
the Opposition in the Commons was undis
puted, and, though some of the more fiery 
and enthusiastic spirits chafed under his mild 
rule, it was generally felt that his unwearying 
patience and unfailing courtesy, combined 
with financial and administrative ability of no 
ordinary kind, gave him a claim to considera
tion which no Conservative could desire to 
ignore. So the immediate question was 
naJ;Towed to the selection of a leader of the. 
party in the Lords, who should share with 
Sir Stafford Northcote the arduous duty of 
directing and controlling 'the policy of her 
Majesty's Opposition. There could be no 
real hesitation in the matter. The Conserva
tive party in the Upper House contained many 
men of first-rate reputation as statesmen and 
orators. We need not enumerate the names 
of those who were fitted for the office of 
leader, for ~nthe opinion of every one there 
was a Peer who in ability, in energy, in 
statesmanship, and in oratory towered far 
above the rest. The meeting at Lord Aber-

t· 
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gavenny's house only ratified the universal 
feeling among Conservatives, and the 104 
Peers who, on the proposition of the Duke of 
Richmond, seconded by Lord Cairns, unani
mously selected Lord Salisbury, were con
ferring an honour alike on themselves and on 
the party to which they belonged. 

With the meeting on the 9th of Maya new 
chapter in Lord Salisbury's life commences. 
We have traced his career as the youthful 
member of Parliament; we have noticed th~ 
gradual rise of Lord Robert Cecil to import
ance as one of the leading' mem bers of the 
Conservative party i we have marked his first 
entrance into official life in the Ministry .of 
the Earl of Derby i we have seen how his con
scientious scruples compelled him for a while 
to sever his connection with his political 
friends; we have witnessed his return to office 
and the wonderful gifts which he brought to 
.the conduct of the affairs of this country in 
India, and to the maintenance of the honour 
and interests of England in the Councils of 
Europe i we have seen him sharing in the 
downfall of his great chief, but· though cast 
down, not disheartened, and still ready to 
assert the rights and privileges of his order 
and to protest with all the force and eloquence 

. l 
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of which he was capable against such national 
crimes as the abandonment of Candahar and 
the desertion of the Transvaal. He was now 
to show that he could lead a great party, that 
he could reconcile differences of opinion, that 
he knew when to yield' and when to refuse to 
yield, and withal to encourage an Opposition 
in a hopeless minority in the House of Com
mons, and to estimate at their true value the 
malicious -innuendos and unconcealed attacks 
of false friends and unscrupulous enemies, 
That Lord Salisbury has succeeded far be
yond expectation is the judgment of even 
hostile critics; that he has led the party with 
vigour and ·with prudence is evidenced by the 
hold which he has obtained· even over those 
who were at first inclined to dispute the 

. advisability of. his selection i that he will before 
long be call~d upon to direct the fortunes of 
England, and add fresh lustre to his hono;ured 
hame is the wish of all who have the welfare 
of their country at heart. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

1881-1885. 

LORD SALISBURY'S powers as leader of the 
Conservative party in the House of Lords· 
were quickly put to the test. The Govern
ment having with the greatest difficulty car
ried their Coercion Bill, felt themselves bound 
to redeem their pledge that what they were 
pleased to call remedial legislation (in plain 
language, concession to agitation) should im
mediately follow. Accordingly they introduced 
an Irish Land Bill which, while violating 
every principle of political economy, utterly 
failed to conciliate the Pamellite party. 
After protracted debates in the Commons the 
measure at length reached the Lords, who, 
acting upon Lord Salisbury's advice, gave it 
a second reading, but considerably amended 
it in Committee. It is noticeable that one 
of the chief opponents of the Bill was the 
Duke of Argyll, who, though ~eady enou,gh to 

• 
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apologize for the foreign and Indian policy of 
Mr. Gladstone's Cabinet, felt himself obliged 
to leave the Ministry when the sacred right 
of freedom of contract was being tampered 
with. 

The amendments of the Lords were at first 
received with a cry of CC No surrender!" by 
the Liberal majority in the Commons, but 
finding that the Peers were really in earnest,· 
Mr. Gladstone decided to cc climb down," and 
in the end a compromise was effected, by 
which some of the most obnoxious features 
of the measure, including the famous Parnell 
clause, were eliminated. The result was 
satisfactory in itself, and still more as show
ing that a firm and resolute attitude on the 
part of the Upper House could compel even 
the most autocratic Minister to reconsider 
his position. 

The only other point worth noticing before 
concluding the history of this long and 
wearisome session, which lasted from the 7th 
of January to the 27th of August, is the suc
cessful resistance made by Lord Salisbury to 
an attempt of the Government to repeat on a 
small scale the policy of Fox's India Bill. 
The Commissions which had been appointed 
to reform the I Universities had done their 
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work. They had effected great changes, 
many of them, without doubt, necessary and 
salutary enough, though it was noticed that 
room was left for the perpetration of even a 
larger number of jobs than under the old sys-
tern, and further experience has. shown that 
the statutes of the Commissioners have been 
worked most conscientiously in the Liberal 
interest. The Government at the close of 
the session of 1881 sent up a Bill to the 
Lords providing for the establishment of. a 
permanent Committee of the Privy Council 
with full powers to allow or disallow any 
statutes made by the Universities or the col. 
leges for their own government. I t is obvious 
that the personnel of this Committee was a 
most important question, and when it was 
found that, in addition to certain official 
members, it was intended that two persons 
~hould be nominated by the Government, it 
became clear that the whole duty of the 
Committee would resolve itsel( into doing all 
in its power to further Liberal principles and 
assist the Radical wire-pullers in the Univer
sities to perpetrate at their .pleasure any num
ber of those jobs for which Oxford at least 
was even then becoming notorious. Lord 
Salisbury, a~ it may be imagined, had very , 
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little difficulty in inducing the Lords to reject 
so miserable an attempt to place our great 
national seats of learning at the mercy of 
certain nominees of an already discredited 
Government. 

The close of the session brought but a 
short interval of rest to the Conservative 
leader. On the 11th of October the National 
Union of Conservative Associations, which 
has done so much for the organization of the 
Conservative party, held its annual conference 
at Newcastle, which was attended both by 
'Lord Salisbury and Sir Stafford Northcote, 
and the opportunity was taken of 'holding a 
series of meetings. The great question of 
the hour was Ireland, which seemed to be no 
nearer a satisfactory' condition than before 
the passing of the Land Act. Concessions 
only provoked fresh demands, and the Coer
cion Bill was ineffectual in checking outrages. 
At the banquet on the I I th of July, which 
was attended by delegates from all parts of 
the kingdom, Lord Salisbury attacked in 
vigorous language the policy which the 
Government had pursued, and :were still 
pursuing, towards Ireland. 

"It is right," he said, "that you should 
remember that the policy which under Mr. 
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Gladstone's auspices has ruled over Ireland 
is not an old tradition?.l policy that he has 
continued, it is new, absolutely new. Up to 
the death of Lord Palmers ton there was a 
policy towards Ireland common to all parties 
and to all generations of English statesmen. 
They may have applied it in different degrees 
and in different measure, but they recognized 
the duty of upholding the law and respecting 
the rights of property. IQ 1868 Mr. Glad
stone was in the' position of being out of 
office, and anxious to obtain electoral power 
wherewith to oust his adversary. At the 
same time there was discontent in Ireland, 
and a general election was impending. When 

. these three events come together a pruden~ 
astrologer would warn you that anybody who, 
had got any interest in Ireland should look 
out for evil days. Mr. Gladstone persuaded 
the people of England to adopt his new policy. 
The new 'policy consisted simply in this, in 
procuring the tranquillity of Ireland by offering 
to the occupants a portion of the property. 
which had hitherto belonged to the owners. 

"Ten years later, after it had been suf • 
. ficiently tried and was well at work, there 
came a period of distress-there came again 
that malefic conjunction, Mr. Gladstone was. 

) 
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again out of office. A general election was 
again impending, and again there was discon
tent in Ireland. It is needless to say that 
again ideas were thrown out and new gifts 
of their landlords' property were to be made 
to the irish tenantry. Mr. 'Gladstone has 
complained that Mr. Parnell deserted him. 
I think on the whole he is unjust to Mr. 
Parnell. It is impossible for me to for
get the circumstances which preceded the 
election of 1880. I cannot forget the candi
dature of Lord Ramsay for Liverpool, when 
Lord Ramsay accepted the formula proposed 
to him by the Home Rule party, and when 
Lord Hartington, with full knowledge of that 
fact, cordially and heartily accepted that can
didature. Well, Lord Ramsay is now a Minister 
of the Crown, and I presume that his opinions 
are not entirely repulsive to the Minister 
under whom he serves. There is no -doubt 
that at the election the word was passed in 
every constituency to the Irish Home Rulers 
to vote for the Opposition, and when Mr. 
Gladstone complains that Mr. Parnell has 
deserted him, I think he forgets that it is 
mainly due to the organization over which 
Mr. Parnell presides that he is now Prime 
Minister of England.'· , 
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After showing that the doctrine of plunder 
against which Mr. Gladstone so eloquently 
protested had been put into practice by Mr. 
Gladstone himself in the Compensation for 
Disturbance Bill, which ·the Lords had so. 
wisely rejected in 1880, Lord Salisbury went 
on to say,-

" If the confidence of the loyal classes in 
Ireland is to be maintained, and the views of 

. those who look upon this agitation merely 
as a means of obtaining a larger share of 
public plunder are to be disappointed, some~ 
thing more than words will be needed. We 
hav.e had brave words before. We have 
rea,son to ask ourselves whether, in the cir-. 
cumstances, the nation has backbone enough 
to struggle with, and to throw off the evil 
which invades it. This absolute failure to 
maintain public order, or to secure their 
honest dghts to subjects of the Queen, is not 
only a serious injustice to them, and a' dis
honour to the Government, but it destroys 
and paralyzes any authority that we might 
wish to exercise abroad; Of what use is it, 
while this state of things continues in Ireland. 
for us to preach to other nations to administel 
pure justice, or to maintain order in the l;mds 
which own their rule? What right have we 
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to go lecturing the Sultan as to the state of 
things in Armenia or in Macedonia? At 
least in those countries I believe it is the 
Government only that plunders the people j 
the people are not allowed to plunder each 
other. Certainly, as long as this state of 
things exists, we have lost the power of speak
ing to other nations with authority with respect 
to matters that concern their internal govern
ment. We have lost the right to hold up the 
institutions of this country as a model for the 
world to follow-and we cannot be blind to 
the fact that it is not only in Ireland that this 
essential weakness of our Government is 
shown. The news from the Transvaal throws 
a terrible light upon the spirit that has ruled 
our councils. The Government is in the 
most pitiful of all conditions, because they 
pave not only humiliated themselves without 
securing the result at which they aim-or, to 
put it in terse Oriental phrase, they have 
eaten dirt in vain. What the issue will be, 
of course it 'is impossible to prophesy, though 
1 do not think it is difficult to conjecture. In 
order to obtain the kind of peace and tran
quillity they seek, it will be necessary to make 
more concessions, to give up the things which 
they have declared to be essential and impor-
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tant-to eat more dirt. ~ feel myself very 
little doubt that that consistent form of poli
tical nutriment will be duly swallowed and 
digested. But is it not strange to reflect that 
these two difficulties, these two revolted 
nationalities, .if I may so speak, which now 
beset Mr. Gladstone's path, hampering the 

. measures of his Government, and discrediting 
its career and its action, owe their inspiration 
to his own words? I t was in 1868, and further 
again in 1880, that he was compelled by the 
stress and exigericy of his political position 
to stir up Irish passions, and he is now sur
prised that, when they have suppressed the 
Tories, they will not acknowledge that their 
work is done and retreat into obscurity. He 
has led them up to this point, at this point 
they have ceased to be useful to the Liberals; 
he gladly would dismiss the -spirits he has 
raised, but they decline to go. But it is not 
merely that the discomfiture and difficulty 
of a political party is involved in this curious 
retribution. I t is difficult not to feel that 
these are instances of a spirit which, in recent 
years, and under recent guidance, has come 
over the Liberal party. They have learnt to 
seek their political food, and the conditions of 
their political success! in fomenting discontept 

H 2 • 
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among the various members and sections of 
this great empire, and among the' various 
classes of which oui comm\lnity is composed. 
I t was not so in old times. I t was not so 
under Lord Palmers ton and Lord Grey. 
They recognized that there were limits 
beyond which a Liberal Minister might not, 
consistently with patriotism, assume the' 
functions of an agitator. 

But we have seen the rise and the rule of a 
different spirit. We have seen during that 
Midlothian campaign, not only the allies of 
England disgusted by unjust yituperation, but, 
strangers till, appeals directed to the .discon
tent of the people of India, seeking to raise in 
that community, so delicately situate, hostility 
and exasperation against the acts of the 
British Government. I remember one in which 
Mr. Gladstone bitterly dilated upon the injury 
and insult of passing an Arms Act-an Act 
to limit the use of firearms; and among 
other reasons for resenting that legislation, 
he stated that it had actually been proposed 
to limit the consumption of dynamite among 
the population. . Our recent experience throws 
a lurid illustration upon the wisdom of that 
transaction, but we need not go further than 
the matters we have in hand. Knowing how 

~ 
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difficult, how new, how delicate w~s the posi-· 
tion of the Crown in the Transvaal, he did 
not disdain to use his eloquence in order to 
excite people 'to tear up the bond they had 
executed, and turn against the Governm.ent 
they had accepted. Knowi~g that Ireland 
was the traditional and exceptional difficulty 
of the English Government, he did not in 
1868, nor. in 1880, disdain to face that 
dangerous agitation, with which now he 
cannot deal, and whic"h now he cannot quell. 
This is a matter which appears to me to be 
one of the most dangerous symptoms of our 
later political condition.· If our system of 
party government works so that it shall be 
necessary for ·one party, whenever it is in 
d.ifficulty, to appeal to any discontent that 
may exist among any class, odn any section 
of so highly artificial and multifarious an 
empire as ours, it is not difficult to see that 
the empire will be put. to a terrible strain for 
its very existence. This at least is an evil, 
which the presence of you here this day en
courages me to hope wi)l be resisted and 
prevented-because this lends weakness to 
our councils, this destroys our natural co
hesion, this will reduce us from the position 
of a united nation to a mere bundle of con-

" , 
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flicting classes of nationalities, bound together 
only by the slender tie of a decaying tradition. 
But this is the great justification of the Con
servative effort which is being made at this 
time. This is the spirit that you have to 
meet. You have to counteract those attempts 
to propagate a policy and to preach a doctrine 
of disintegration. You have to teach the 
people of this country that the great empire 
to which we belong is more precious than the 
grievances-the temporary grievances-of 
any class. You have to remember that, under 
the shadow of this great empire, industry 
works in security, and commerce thrives, and 
that this empire only can be maintained upon 
the basis of respecting rights and upholding 
existing institutions." 

The next evening the two Conservative 
leaders addressed what it has become the 
custom to call a mass meeting. Lord Salis
bury dealt chiefly with the mistakes and 
follies committed by the Ministry in Afghan
istan and the Transvaal, and showed how a 
golden thread of pusillanimity and senti
mentalism ran through the whole policy of 
the Government. The" Fair Trade" move
ment, which is probably destined to have a 
very great effect upon the financial policy of 

• 
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this country, was just commencing, and Lord 
Salisbury's carefully chosen and well-weighed 
words on this important subject are worth 
quoting. He charged the original free
traders with having made a gigantic mistake 
in supposing that other nations would imme
diately follow the example of England, and 
revolutionize their fiscal system. 

"I think we have a right to ask," he con
tinued, "without pledging ourselves to any 
opinion, until the facts are known, that there 
should be a thorough investigation into the 
question, whether we are now pursuing the 
right course for the purpose of inducing those 
other governments in some degree to lower 
the terrible wall of tariffs, which is shutting 
out the productions of our industry from the 
markets of the world. But if you make a 
suggestion of this kind you are immediately 
told, 'This is reciprocity and retaliation, and 
behind it lurks the, shadow of protection.' 
Reciprocity and retaliation! But what are 
these commercial treaties if they do not in
volve the principle of reciprocity? There is 
no doubt that by abandoning duties, which are 
useful to you for revenue purposes, you confer 
a great benefit on foreign countries. Why 
should you not ask for a price in exchange 

, 
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for that benefit-why should you not obtain 
for your own industries a benefit corresponding 
to that which you are conferring upon them?' 
I do not know, until inquiry has been made, and 
opportunities ga!ned of ascertaining, whether 
it presses either upon the food of our people, 
or the raw material of our industry, both of 
which must be held sacred. But in. spite of 
any formulas, in spite of any cry of free trade, 
if I saw that, by raising a duty upon luxuries, 
or by threatening to. raise it, I could exercise 
a pressure upon foreign powers, and induce 
them to lower their tariffs, I should pitch 
orthodoxy to the winds, and exercise that 
pressure." 

One sentence in this speech will strike us 
after three years more of Liberal rule· with 
terrible force. Referring to the question of 
the Transvaal, Lord Salisbury said, •• In many 
years to come, in every contest which this 
Government has to wage, military, diplomatic, 
or domestic, the strain of that defeat will be 

. upon them, and they will feel that they are 
fighting under the shadow of Majuba Hill." 

With thatl spasmodic energy which is the· 
ordinary aC~fJ1lpaniment of constitutional 
irresolution th~ Government now determined 

'. 
to do somethmg, and the country was at 
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once pleased and surprised to hear that her. 
Majesty's Ministers had at length summoned 
up c~urage to arrest Mr. Parnell and his chid 
allies, and to proclaim the Land League. But 
those who had studied the I).atural history of 
the Gladstone Administrations prophesied that 
this apparently vigorous policy would be pro
ductiveof no advantage, and would be followed 
by the inevitable ,reaction towards concession; 
A strange fatality appeared to hang over this 
luckless Government; that whenever they did 
the right thing it was done at the wrong time. 
Repression of the Land. League in 1880 would 
have saved Ireland from much misery and 
outrage; the arrest of the Nationalist leaders 
in 1880 would have paralyzed the action of 
the disloyal party. Such action in 1881 only 
served to increase crime and terrorism, and 
led directly to the culminating outrage-the 
tragedy of the Phcenix Park. 

The Land Act-that final message of peace 
-failed to pacify Ireland, though it was 
worked entirely in the interests of the tenant, 
and its provisions were construed in a sense 
never contemplated by its authors. The 
Coercion Act filled the goals with II suspects II 
whom it was dangerous to release and im .. 
possible to bring to trial with any hope of 

~ 
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conviction, but was unable to suppress the 
secret societies which have always been the 
curse of Ireland, or to detect the perpetrators 
of the outrages, which increased in daring and 
in atrocity. 

When Parliament reassembled in February, 
1882, it was clear that the Government policy 
in Ireland had completely broken down. The 
Radicals joined with the Home Rulers iIi 
protesting against the continuance of Mr. 
Forster in office, and demanded the immediate 
release of the suspects, the repeal of the 
Coercion Act, and the passing of a Bill to 
enable tenants to defraud their landlords of 
the arrears of rent due to them. The Con
servatives, on the other hand, contended that 
the Land Act had produced most disastrous 
results j that the Sub-Commissioners openly 
sided with the tenants against the landlords j 
that many of them were totally ignorant of 
agricultural matters jthat the soliCitor to the 
Commission was a Land Leaguer j and that in 
a pamphlet issued with official authority the 
Land League, which had been suppressed by 
the Government as a dangerous and illegal 
combination, was spoken of as "the most 
widespread, the most powerful, and, in its 
effects, we believe, the most enduring organi-

• 
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zation of our time," while Mr. Parnell and his 
fellow-prisoners were regarded as martyrs in 
the cause of freedom. 

In his speech at the opening of Parliament, 
Lord Salisbury, after referring to foreign 
affairs, turned to the paragraphs in the Queen's 
Speech relating to Ireland, and complained 
of their singularly jejune and unsatisfactory 
character. "One would have imagined," he 
said, "that the things which were going on in 
I reland were matters of no serious interest, 
that there were no formidable difficulties 
presenting themselves to her Majesty's 
Government, and that all was very much in 
an ordinary condition. The Government, in 
fact, seems scarcely to be aware that since 
this House last parted a great transformation 
scene has taken place. When we left, we did 
so having passed a Bill with respect to which 
we received the most earnest and the most 
confident assurances, that it would have no 
detrimental effect on the property of the 
landlords in Ireland. The Lord Privy Seal 
told us that it would not take any money 
from the landlords. The noble and learned 
Lord on the Woolsack told us that the land. 
lords would not be injured but benefited by 
the measure. Similar language was used in 

) 
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the other House, and, in fact, the whole of the 
debates upon the Bill were -conducted upon 
this understanding-that no considerable or 
general reduction of rents would be the con
sequence of this Bill. . . . I have no doubt 
of the sincerity of the noble lords who used 
those arguments. They, no doubt, believed 
what they said i but they seem to have taken 
'little, if any, trouble to acquaint themselves 
with the opinions of other members of the 
Government, because I find that while they 
were thus asserting that a general reduction 
of rents would not be the result of the Bill, 
their own law officer, the Solicitor-General 
for Ireland, appearing as the Government 
candidate,on the hustings, made diametrically 
opposite assertions. I find he said this, 
C Was the Land Act passed because rents 
were too low? No. I t was passed because 
the fact had been forced on the attention of 
the Legislature of Great Britain that the vast 
bulk of land in this country was excessively 
over-rented. If the present rents had been 
fair, there would have been no need for the 
Act i it was simply because it was demon
strated that rents throughout the country 
were too larg~, that it had become necessary 
to pass the Land Act at all.' 

II 

II 
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1/ Now, if that statement is not diametrically 
opposite to the assurances upon which we 
passed the Bill, there is no meaning in the 
English language. That is not the only 
point with regard to which we have a: right to 
complain. We have to complain further that 
in the execution of the Act, her Majesty's 
Government paid no heed to the assl:lrances 
which induced. the House to pass the Bill. 
The Bill was notoriously one containing pro
visions vesting large and despotic and uncon
trolled powers in Commissioners, and on the 
appointment of 1'uitable men to these offices 
the successful working of the Bill depended. 
If ,the Government had meant that the Bill 
should be an impartial one; if they believed that 
it would fulfil the assurances which were given 
as· to its character in both Houses of Parlia
ment, they would have appointed impartial 
men to administer it. Instead of that they 
appointed men, like Professor Baldwin, who 
had already deeply pledged themselves on the 
side adverse to the landlords, and whose con
.duct had been the subject of animadversion 
in this House, and, moreover, not mainly on 
this side of the House. In some cases they 
appointed tenant-farmers from the very dis
tricts where justice was to be administered, 
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and in one case they actually appointed a 
man who' stood by the side of the Solicitor
General when he was uttering the sentiments 
I have just read. It is impossible under 
these circumstances to contend that they 
made impartial appointments i and if the 
action of the Bill has been to falsify all that 
they undertook, and all they assured the 
House upon the subject, the result has 
flowed from the recklessness and partisanship 
with 'which these appointments have been 
made. My lords, if you could have been told 
in this House that one of the Chief ,Commis
sioners would commence the administration 
of his duties by announcing that it was the 
mission of the Commissioners to provide that 
existing tenants should live and thrive on their 
lands, and if it had been announced to you, 
as Professor Baldwin subsequently decided, 
that it was the capacit1 of the tenant, and 
not the capacity of the land, that was to be 
the measure of the rent, I apprehend that 
your decision would have been different from 
what it has been. You were kept in the dark 
as to the real nature of the Bill, and the ruin 
of large numbers of Irish landlords has been 
the result. 

II My lords, there is another disenchantment 
• 

• 
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which this state of things has borne upon us 
-another disappointment of the promises 
and assurances by which we were over-per
suaded last July and August. We were told 
that the Bill was to bring peace to Ireland . 
. . . . What is the condition of things at this 
moment? Rents are not paid. Attempts to 
pay them are visited with outrages of the 
most formidable kind, and attempts to collect 
them are hindered by murder. Throughout 
large parts of the country the law of the Land 
League reigns undisputed, and all attempts 
to execute the law, unless sustained by armed 
force, are absolutely 'Vain. I t cannot be laid 
to the charge of her Majesty's Government 
that they have not made attempts of a kind, 
however ill-judged or ill-directed, to restrain 
this evil. One of the Ministers of the Crown 
stated during the recess that coercion was 
natural to. the Tories. If it is not natural to 
the Liberals, I can only say that they accli
matize to it very readily. Since the Revolu
tion; I imagine Parliament has never met 
under such circumstances as are existing now. 

II Has there been a time when the represen
tatives of the people have been detained in 
prison by the authority of a Minister of the 
Crown, under a suspensIOn of the Habeas 

1 
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Corpus Act, at the time when Parliament met? 
Has there ever been such a thing as 60,000 

men being found necessary to keep up the 
faint vestiges of order now remaining in Ire
land? Has it ever been the case that the 
Government, without authority, without war
rant of law-trusting, I suppose, to the pass
ing of a Bill of Indemnity by Parliament, 
which Parliament will no doubt most readily 
grant-has seized newspapers by its own 
authority, and not only in Ireland, but also in 
this country, and in such a manner that it 
could not have been known before seizure 
what they contained? Yet, notwithstanding 
all this coercion, a terribly grave state' of 
things prevails of which this coercion i.<; a 
symptom. . • . . I had hoped that in the un
exampled state of things in Ireland-a state 
of things which I believe is unexampled in 
the history of that country, and in that of 
other civilized nations in the' world-a state of 
things which would not have been allowed to 
e~ist for six months-I do not say under strong 
monarchies like Austria or Germany, but in 
the free Republics of France and America
some steps would have been taken by her 
Majesty's Government to prevent the utter 
ruin of the landlords. . , . .. 

• 
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/I Any further delay in an attempt to're
stor~ order in that country,' even if it were 
pleaded for by the Government, would, I am 
satisfied; not be permitted by Parliament or 
by the country. We have had too much 
,delay in this matter already. If vigorous 
measures had, been taken eighteen months 
ago, this conflagration of lawlessness and 
anarchy would never have spread, as it has 
done, throughout the length and breadth of 
the land. Parliament feels, and the country 
feels, that the longer we wait the further the 
evU will go and the more unmanageable it 
will become, unless it is ,grappled with at 
once, not by mere perseverance in the feeble 
course which has been pursued, but by means 
of vigorous measures, suited to an abnormal 
and terrible situation, which, if permitted to 
exist much longer, will attain such proportions 
that no Government whatever will be able to 
grapple with it. 

"Capital is more and more leaving the 
country, the seeds of just resentment are 
being sown in the breasts of those classes of 
Irishmen who have hitherto been loyal and 
steady to the Crown of England, and a pro,
found contempt is arising for the powers of the 
Government and for the majesty of the law, 
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which is taking the place of that hatred of the 
law which the Irish peasant used to feel;. and 
if there is any more delay in reasserting the 
power of the law, these evils will have passed 
the point at which it is possible for them to 
be cured. I am convinced that, in spite of 
the feeble utterances of the speech from the 
Throne, Parliament and the country will re
solutely demand that the Government shall 
make due provision to meet the calamities 
of which the policy and the doctrines the 
Government preach have been the cause." 

On the 17th of February Lord Donough
more moved for a Committee to inquire into 
the working of the Land Act, and this motion 
being carried by ninety-six to fifty-three, gave 
Mr. Gladstone an opportunity of rallying his 
forces by proposing in the Commons a vote 
of censure on the Lords. The net result of 
this ebullition of temper on the part of the 
Premier was the waste of much valuable time 
.and the consequent delay of important mea
sures, Undeterred by Mr. Gladstone's.threats 
and the majority 'he was able to command in 
the Lower House, the Lord's Committee went 
on quietly with their work, and succeeded in 
eliciting much curious and valuable informa
tionrespecting the working of the Land Act , 



Life and Speeches of Lord Salisbury. I] 5 

by the Ministerial nomiriees, and in checking 
t}:le erratic course they had been pursuing. 

Ministers, anxious only to preserve their 
Qlajority in the House of Commons, were 
content to let unfortunate Ireland, which they 
w.ere governing on novel principles, drift from 
bad to worse. Drawn one way by the more 
patriotic section of their followers, who de
manded firmer and more rigorous measures, 
and another by the Radical section, who 
clamoured for more concessions and less 
coercion, the Government decided to do 
nothing, but to wait till events should point 
out which course it would be best in the 
interests of their party to follow. 

The Easter· recess came and nothing had 
been done, but as the Coercion Act expired in 
Septem ber, it was clear that the Government 
must employ that period of rest in making 
up their minds as to the policy they were 
to pursue. They certainly could not com .. 
plain that they were ignorant of the wishes 
and the policy of the Opposition, nor could 
they hide the fact that the Conservative 
leaders had frequently promised them their 
full support, if, even·at the eleventh hour, they 
would vigorously apply themselves to the 
task of .restoring order to Ireland. 

I 2 ' 
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A series of meetings was held in Liverpool 
from the lIth to the 13th of April, in which 
Lord Salisbury and Sir Stafford Northcote 
took part. Speaking on the condition of 
Ireland, Lord Salisbury maintained that it 
amounted to nothing less than a social and 
political revolution, and expressed his convic
"tion'that the only ,chance of establishing peace 
and order in Ireland was by bringing the 
ownership of land into single hands-in other 
words, the increase of peasant proprietorship. 
-At the same time he appealed once more 
<to the Government to face the necessity of 
restoring the ordinary state of society in 
Ireland. 

In his second speech he dwelt especially 
.upon the condition of Parliament, a subject of 
. peculiar interest at the time, as the Govern
ment had been spending the greater part of 
the. session in revolutionizing the procedure in. 
-the House of' Commons, and endeavouring to 
force on their unwilling followers what was 
known as the cMture system. 

Lord Salisbury contended that, in the truest 
and largest sense of the word, both Houses of 
Parliament were representative institutions, 
and pointed out how different is the position 
they occup.yat the present day to that which 

( 
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they held thirty years ago. 1/ This great 
meeting," he said, 1/ is a proof of it. The 
people are taking a more direct influence in, 
and assuming a more direct control of, their 
own affairs. The telegraph and the railway 
have brought the ambassadors . that we 
have abroad more closel)' into connection 
with the Government at home, and there has 
been consequently some slight falling off in 
the importance and the authority of these 
distant functionaries. They are still repre
sentatives, but they are representatives'of a 
power that can look more closely, more im,.; 
mediately, more constantly into its own affairs. 
Something of the same kind has been taking 
place with respect to the two assemblies .that 
sit at Westminster. They are still, and they 
must Qecessarily remain, of the highest pos
sible importance, but their importance has 
been dimin~shed by the fact that the people 
throughout the country, assembling in meet
ings like this, can give an i~pulse to the 
policy of the nation, which is in some degree 
independent of the action of the representa
tives at Westminster. In that sense-and I 
do not think it is a subject at all to be 
deplored in this sense-the direct action of 
the people .is superseding the indirect actiol). 
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of its representatives. But so far as we are 
dependent on the Lower House of Parliament, 
it is proved by all experience, and by the most 
evident reason, that it would not be safe for 
the people to trust their affairs entirely to the 
management of one assembly elected once 
every seven years. Why, you know how this 
present House of Commons was elected. It 
was elected in a great storm of popular ex
citement, raised by means which,I will not stop 
to characterize ..... A House of Commons, 
enslaved by the caucus, and muzzled by the 
cliSture, would be a very different body from 
that which has hitherto been the glory of 
English history. A triennial, or even an 
annual Parliament would be the only substitute 
for a second chamber. 

"The difference between a Conservative 
vote and a Radical vote is that when you 
corne to a Radical decision, that is to say, 
when you have determined to destroy an in
stitution, you have taken a step which you 
cannot retrace. Even when you have cut 
down a 'upas-tree, you may find you have 
made some mistake. No one can accuse the 
House of Lords of having ever attempted 
to set up any opinion as supreme in this 
country, but the opinion of the nation itself. 

r 
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The cause of the animosity with which the 
House of Lords is occasionally pursued is 
because it is thought it may perform its 
primary duty. When people have got to
gether a scratch and accidental majority
a majority based on no truth, bound together 
by no true logical doctriJ?e of cohesion
such a majority as it is greatly feared might 
in the case of a dissolution never appear 
again, an intense desire is nourished that, 
before that unique majority has disappeared, 
it should deal some telling, some crushing, 
some irreparable blow, that no future Con
servative Government" <;ould undo, and it is 
greatly feared that, when this proposal is 
made, the House of Lords may possibly say, 
, No, this \.Vas not the ground on which this 
last election was conducted i we will not 
allow this thing to be done until the nation 
has been allowed to speak.' In so acting. I 
hold that the House of Lords will perform its 
true duty as a second chamber, its highest 
function as the last representative of the 
people in this co~ntry." 

In his sp~ech to the Junior Conservative 
Club on the 14th of April, he dwelt chiefly 
upon the changes which had come over the 
Liberal party and the general condition of , 

• 
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political life, while questions of the gravest 
and most fundamental importance were being 
handled, and men were discussing on party 
lines matters which past generations had 
agreed to consider outside the area of political 
controversy. "In the past, for instance, we 
have had our controversies in matters of reli
gion, in which men' have deeply differed on 
various points, many of them of great impor
tance, yet it is easy to see that all these 
differences, important, essential as they may 
be, are falling into comparative insignificance 
before the great and solemn issue on which 
the.nation and the world are entering-whether 
we as nations shall bow before a supernatural· 
authority or not. That will be to those who 
are young among us very possibly a matter 
of one of the deep~st controversies in which 
their mature years will be engaged, and 
though there are in the 'ranks of those who 
are politically opposed to us, as we all know, 
many men who are as keenly attached to our 
faith as we are, yet it is impossible for us to 
conceal-it is a bare matter of fact-that it 
is to that side in politics' that those who 
challenge the supernatural government of 
the world tum for countenance and support. 
Such a circumstance, sad as it is, is not one 
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on which I wish further to dwell, except to 
deduce from it that it imposes upon us an 
additional and a double responsibility in the 
maintenance of our oWn opinions. 
. "Turning to less lofty matters, it is im
possible not to see that in respect to personal 
freedom the issues, of politics are shifting. 
The Liberal party is less every day the party 
that supports liberty. Abroad the phenome
non is known very well. The tendency of 
thought which thinks only of equality and 
has allowed liberty to slip entirely out of 
sight, has become one of the recognized 
phenomena of politics, and what is called 
C authoritative democracy' appears to be the 
cause which commands the greatest amount 
of assent from the party of progress. The 
same tendency is visibly invading the thought 
of the Liberal party of our time. There is 
more and more a tendency to concentrate 
authority in a central power, to disregard the 
claims of individuals, to bring everybody into 
school under the State, to make all mankind 
pass'their life in one long period of inspec
tion." 

An indication as to the line which their 
Irish policy was to pursue had, as we have 
seen, been anxiously waited for by the 
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Government. A change of front was inevit
able, and they still halted between coercion 
and concession. At length it seemed that a 
path was pointed out which would lead both 
to the· pacification of Ireland and, what was 
of far greater importance in their eyes, the 
strengthening of the Liberal party. An 
arrangement, which will always be known in 
history as the Treaty of Kilmainham, was 
made between the English Government and 
the men who had been described by the 
Prime Minister himself as "steeped to the 
lips in treason." The high contracting parties 
agreed that Mr. Parnell and his associates 
were to be released from prison, that the 
Coercion Act was to be dropped, and that an 
Arrears Bill, conferring further boons on Irish 
tenants at· the expense of their landlords, 
should be. immediately introduced. Mr. 
Parnell on his side promised that "the 
organization which had been used to get up 
Boyc'otting and outrages should now be used 
to put them down," ap.d that he and his 
followers would" co-operate cordially for the 
future with the Liberal party in forwarding 
Liberalmeasures." Such was the arrange
ment which an English Cabinet thought fit to 
make with imprisoned traitors. Terribly true 

( I 
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had been Lord Salisbury's prophecy that the 
shadow of Majuba Hill would be over the 
whole of their policy. The impression occa
sioned by the announcement of this new 
departure can best be described in the words 
of a brilliant writer not unfriendly to the 
Liberal Ministry:-

U Seldom in the history of' Parliament, 
seldom certainly in our own time, has a 
Ministerial declaration so important and so' 
unexpected been given from the Treasury 
bench. Perhaps the nearest parallel we can 
find to it is when Sir Robert Peel announced 
that his Government had abandoned the 
principles of Protection and come round to 
the views of the Anti-Corn-Law League. The 
news was certainly of a nature calculated to 
take away the breath of those unprepared for 
it. Ever since their accession to power the 
Government had been pursuing a certain line 
of policy with respect to Ireland. Suddenly, 
after having carried that policy out in the 
most extreme manner, the Government 
changed its front without warning, and 
inaugurated a: diametrically opposite line of 
policy." Not only so, but there was every 
element of meanness about the manner in 
which they made this great change-the 

. , 
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merc~nary bargain with the Parnellites, the 
disavowal of the compact, and the attempt to 
shift the responsibility of maintaining peace 
from themselves to the " uncrowned King of 
Ireland" and his agents. 

Mr. Forster and Lord Cowper, grievously 
as they had blundered in their government of 
Ireland)' had' too much honesty to accept the 
Kilmainham Treaty, and immediately withdrew 
from office. But the Ministers, cared little 
for this. Secure in the fact that the Home 
Rulers had promised to unite with the Liberal 
party, they looked forward to passing by in
creased majorities me.asures which would re
store their popularity in England, and irretriev
ably damage the Conservative party. The 
disgrace of the Treaty of Kilmainham, and 
the greater disgrace of having been found out, 
weighed very little against the satisfaction of 
having so largely increased their majority, and 
inflicting such a damaging blow upon the 
Opposition. . 

From this dream they were destined to 
have a terrible awakening. Mr. Forster's 
place was taken by Lord Frederick Cavendish, 
an amiable young nobleman who had held 
office in various Liberal Administrations, who 
was a younger brother of Lord Hartington, 
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and connected by marriage with the Prime 
Minister. He arrived in Dublin on the 6th 
of May, and on the evening of the same day, 
he and Mr. Burke, the Under-Secretary, were 
foully ID:urdered in the Phcenix Park. Such 
a fearful atrocity at onqe changed the whole 
policy of the Government. Servile as was 
the Liberal majority in the Lower House, the 
Ministry could not have continued in office if 
they had not consented to bring in immedi
ately a ·,strong Coercion Bill, which, despite 
the most strenuous opposition on the part of 
the Irish members, was passed through both 
Houses. Still infatuated by the idea of 
.conciliation, the Government determined to 
proceed with the Arrears Bill, though it 
necessitated the abandonment of ma~y other 
important measures • 

When the Bill reached the Upper House, 
the Lords, not without hesitation, gave it a 
second reading, relying on the fact that· the 
Governmentconsidered it absolutely necessary 
for the pacification of Ireland. In Committee 
many valuable alteratio~s were made at the 
instance of Lord Salisbury and the Conserva
tive party, and in this .form the BiU was re
turned to the Commons. A contest between 
:thetwo Houses seemed imminent. The 
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stereotyped resolutions were passed by the 
caucuses in various towns, and public feeling 
regarded a change of Government or a dis
solution as highly probable. But a com
promise was quickly arrived at by which the 
Lords gained most Qf the important. points 
they had stood out for. Lord Salisbury him
self was of opinion that too much had been 
relinquished, and advocated a more decided 
resistanc~, but on this point he was overruled 
by his followers. Looking back from the 
standp.oint of the. present day, one cannot help 
regretting that his advice was not followed. A 
dissolution in 1882 must at all events have 
greatly lessened the Liberal majority, even if 
it had not placed the Conservatives in office. 
How much misery and disgrace England might 
have been spared if only Lord Salisbury had 
assumed the reins of power in 1882 ! 

When Parliament adjourned in August 
little had been accomplished, and the Govern
ment announced that the Houses would be 
reassembled 'in October for the purpose of 
revolutionizing the procedure in the House of 
Commons. On this point it is sufficient to 
say that, although the Government carried 
their measures, they have proved utterly in
effectual. The cloture; whic~ excited so much 
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feeling at the time, has practically remained a 
dead letter, and the system of " devolution" 
by Grand Committees has been abandoned. 

Meanwhile, there 'were few signs that the 
new Irish policy was working the wonderful 
results that were predicted. The outrages 
during the last half of 1882 were larger in 
number and more atrocious than at any former 
period. The Home Rulers loudly proclaimed 
that they felt no gratitude to the Government 
for their" remedial legislation," and the new 
Chief Secretary, Mr. Trevelyan, was attacked 
with as much animosity as Mr. Forster him
self. The outlook was not a bright one in the 
sister-isle, while at the same time new troubles 
were springing up in other quarters. The 
purchase of the Suez Canal shares and. the 
acquisition of Cyprus were proclamations to 
Europe that English interests in Egypt and 
the Levant were of paramount importance; 
and even Mr. Gladstone, anxious as he was to 
undo the work of the Beaconsfield Adminis
tration, had not sold the Canal shares or 
abandoned Cyprus. Our interest in Egypt 
was two-fold. It was on the high road to 
India, and the risk of the Canal getting into 
the hands of other nations was too great for 
even a light-hearted Liberal Ministry to incur. 
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Besides that, English capitalists had lent large 
'sums of money to the Egyptian Government, 
and Egyptian bonds had become.a recognized 
form of investment. Gradually we had, in con
cert with France,· established a control over 
the finances of Egypt, and though itwas always 
protested that our interference was limited to 
fiscal matters, it.was found in practice that it 
was impossible to restrict it within such nar
row bounds, and in 1877 it was through the 
representations of England and France, that 
the Khedive Ismail had. been deposed by the 
Sultan, and his son Tewfik placed on the 

. throne. The powers could hardly refuse to 
support their nominee even if other interests 
had not made the establishment of. good 
government in Egypt of paramount import
ance to England at least. A strange move
ment, headed by Arabi Bey, a colonel in the 
Khedive's service, began to be heard of in 
1881.' Had the English Government pos
sessed the requisite vigour the danger might 
have been suppressed without th~ loss of a 
single life or the expenditure of a single. 
sovereign. As it was, Ministers adopted their 
usual policy of procrastination and hesitation. 
Unable to make up their minds whether Arabi 

. was a patriot or a military adventurer-a que~-
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tion which might be interesting to the historian. 
of Egypt, but was of no importance to the 
practical politician-they let things drift until 
this so-called national party acquired dimen
sions which made it a menace alike to the 
Khedive and his foreign supporters. Arabi 
became practically dictator of the country, 
and his avowed policy was II Egypt for the 
Egyptians." Warnings continually reached 
the EnglIsh Government that the situation 
had become in the highest degree dangerous, 
and that a massacre of the European inhabi .. 

• tants of Alexandria might take place any day . 
. But still nothing was done. 

At length the blow felL On the II th. of 
June a riot broke out in Alexandria.j the 

. English Consul was wounded, and a number 
of ~uropeans. murdered. I t seemed as if 
foreign control in Egypt was at an end; for 
even this insult failed to rouse Mr. Gladstone, 
and it seemed highly probable that a Kil
mainham Treaty would be concluded with the 
victorious Arabi. But public opinion prevented 
Ministers from adopting their customary 
policy. A meeting was held in Willis's Rooms 
·on the 29th of June,. which was attended by 
the leaders Q£ the Opposition and many 
influential men belonging to both parties. 

VOL. II. ., K 

• 
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Resolutions were pa~sed declaring that the 
Government ought not to make any arrange
ment which was inconsistent with their pledges, 
with the traditional policy of this country, or 
with British interests; and that effectual 
provision should be made for the lives and 
property of British subjects in Egypt. Lord 
Salisbury in supporting the first resolution 
laid stress on the fact that the arrangement 
with France known as the Dual Control was 
intended to apply simply to financial matters, 
and in no wise to interfere with other English 
interests in Egypt. ,At the same time he 
·attached great importance to the maintenance 
of friendly relations with France, as necessary 
for the success of our policy and the prosperity 
'of Egypt. He ~omplained of the manner in' 
which Ministers had refused to give any in
timation to ~arliament as to their policy or 
their intentions, and blamed them severely for 
the negligence they had shown in not sup
'pressing the movement before •. 

At length it became apparent even to 
her Majesty's Government that the forti. 
fying of Alexandria by the military party, 
who held the Khedive in absolute thraldom, 
could not be allowed to continue. Admiral 
Seymour, who was commanding the British 
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squadron in the harbour, sent an ultimatum 
demanding the surrender of the forts for the 
purpose of dismantling them. His demands 
being refused, the forts were. bombarded, 
and, after a short resistance, they were 
abandoned by the rebels. Most unfortunately, 
Admiral Seymour, hampered by the vacillation 
of the English' Government, neglected to land 
troops to maintain order, and, in consequence, 
Alexandria was handed over for two days to 
pillage by the scum of the Egyptian popula
tion, and it was not until . the town had been 
almost reduced to ashes, and more than 2000 

Europeans massacred, that English troops 
were landed. 

With the bombardment of Alexandria, 
Ministers were committed to a definite policy 
in Egypt. The French had refused to take 
any active part, and England was left mistress 
of the situation. Even a Government with 
Mr. Gladstone as Prime Minister could not 
tum back now. The resignation of Mr. 
Bright showed that the peace-at-any-price 
party were in a minority in the Cabin et, and 
that the fact had at last been realized that 
Arabi was the leader of a revolt which had 
for its object the destruction of European, 
and particularly English, influence and con· 

K 2 " 
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trol in Egypt. "Egypt for the Egyptians" 
was a very taking cly, and one that appealed 
to the sentimental humanitarianism' of Liberal 
Ministers i but" Egypt for a military adven-. 
turer" meant imminent danger to the Suez 
Canal, the obstruction of our highway to 
India, and the ruin of hundreds of English 
subjects who had invested their capital in 
Egyptian securities. It is, not necessary to 
describe in detail the brilliant little campaign 
of Tel-el-Kebir, which crushed the military 
revolt, saved the Canal, and established the 
English supremacy in Egypt. By the close 
of the year Arabi was in exile, and British 
troops occupied Cairo and Alexandria.' But 
the Government seemed alarmed at their own 
boldness. They were never tired of reiterating 
that the occupation of Egypt was merely 
temporary, that their desire was to recall the 
troops at the earliest possible moment, and 
that England had no intention of doing any
thing without the co-operation of the other 
powers. I t ~as' noted with interest at the 
time, and is well worth recording, that the 
Liberal Government were compelled to follow 
closely th~ policy of Lord Beaconsfield in 
many important particulars, and that the 
success of the campaign was due in great 
measure to their imitation of his policy. He 
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had called out the Reserves in 1878, amid a 
chorus of disapproval from the Liberal party j 
Mr. Gladstone in 1882 called out the Reserves. 
He summoned troops from India during the 
crisis after the Treaty of San Stefano j Indian 
troops were now employed in Egypt by those 
who had denounced their employment in 1878. 
Cyprus, which had been derided by Liberal 
orators, frotn Mr. Gladstone" to Sir William 
Harcourt, as an useless acquisition and an 
island given over to pestilence, was now used 
as a rendezvous for troops, and a sanatorium 
for the sick and wounded from "Egypt. When
ever the Government were content 'to follow 
in the footsteps of their predecessors they 
were successful; when they struck out new 
paths for themselves they brought nothing 
but disgrace and disaster upon England. But 
in one important respect Mr. Gladstone and his 
fellow-Ministers had an immense advantage 
over the Conservative Government. They had 
not to encounter the factious attacks and 
captious criticism of an unscrup~lous Opposi
tion. The Conservative leaders showed that 
"they regarded their country before their party, 
and were anxious not to harass and thwart 
the Government, but to lead them, or, if need 
be, force" them, into paths which WOUl9 ~on. 
quce to their own honour alld that of the 

• 
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country whose destinies were entrusted to 
them, and to enable them to disregard the 
fatal 'counsels of the so-called peace party. 

The views of the Opposition were very 
dearly expressed by Lord Salisbury in a 
.speech which he addressed on the 7th of 
August to the London and Westminster 
Working-men's Conservative Association. 
After comparing the conduct of Sir Bartle 
Frere in Zululand with that of Admiral 
Seymour at Alexandria, he said, "My belief 
is that if towards the beginning of the year, 
ten or fifteen thousand Indian troops had 
been sent to Cyprus we should never have 
.heard of any rebellion of Arabi against his. 
.sovereign, Alexandria would still have been 
a flourishing city, vast masses of British 
industry and British commerce would have 
been untouched,. and many valuable lives 
would have been spared. If Mr. Bright had 
beenab~ent from the Cabinet, and if the 
spirit which he represents had been absent 
.from the Cabinet too, very much blood which 
has been spilt would have been saved. There 
is no more certain provocative of war, or of 
:acts which must lead to war, than an im
pression on the part of your enemy that, 
either owing to your weakness, to your prin .. 

" 
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ciples, or t~ your domestic embarrassments, 
you are not ready to strike a good blow to 
defend yourself.' These are the principles 
which I will venture ·to say the Conservative 
party not only preach in opposition, but which 
they practise when in office. We, too, had 
a great crisis to meet. With us, too, the 
thunder-cloud . of war was hanging over 
Europe, and there was a universal expecta
tion that fresh blood would have to be shed. 
But we spoke in time. We allowed foreign 
governments to know in time what would be 
the necessary consequence of any acts by 
which British interests or British honour 
should be injured i and the result was that 
no irrevocable steps of defiance were taken, 
and we issued from that crisis with honour 
but without war. Now we have only one 
duty as far as external affairs are concerned. 
Let us give to the Government every support 
and every encouragement in our power, so to 
use the great resources of the British Empire 
which are at their command that our prestige 
may be restored in the East, and that the 
interest which has' been so" sorely injured may 
blossom and flourish again." 

In November Lord Salisbury visited Edin
burgh, and deliyered a· seri~s of eloquent 

• 
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speeches. Speaking on the Egyptian ques
. tion, he showed how the unfortunate pledges 
which were delivered during the Midlothian 
campaign hampered the Government when 
they came into office, and how their persistent 
hostility to Turkey, and their indecision and 
vacillation had prevented the peaceful solution 
of the Egyptian question. With regard to 
the campaign, he said, "The first thing that 
strikes you when you look at it as a whole is 
wonder that Arabi Pasha, with his force and 

. with his opportunities, should have defied as 
he did t.he power of such a country as Great 
Britain. How is that mystery to be solved? 
If any nation suffers itself to get into war 
with a weaker nation which is sufficiently 
civilized to know the great difference that, 
exists between them, you may depend upon 
it that there is something in the conduct of 
that stronger nation which induces the weaker 
nati<;>n to believe that the larger country will 
nevet\exert its strength. We have heard a 
great deal about prestige. I detest the word . 
.I t does' n9t really express what we mean. I 
should rather say I military credit.' Military 
credit stanqs in precisely the same position 
as financial hedit. The use of it is to repre
.sent a military power, and to effect the objects 
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of a military power without the neceSSI 
recourse to arms. You know that the 
possessed of great fina.ncial credit can per
.form great operations by the mere knowledge 
of the wealth of which he is master, and that 
it is not necessary to sell.him up, and ascer
tain if he can .pay 20S. in the pound, In order 
to have the benefit of all the wealth he can 
oommand. It is the same with a military 
nation that is careful to preserve its military 
credit. If it .does so, it may, without shedding 
one drop· of blood or incurring one penny of 
expenditure, effect all the objects whic4, with
out that military credit, can only result in 
.much waste of blooe and treasure. . 

.. " Now, we were in the position of a financial 
operator who had raised his own credit by 
. doubtful and dangerous operations. . We had 
.squandered our military credit at Majuba Hill, 
·where we took up the position of a power that 
. was willing to submit to any insult that might 
be placed upon it. We had proclaimed to 
.the world that we were not ready to fight for 
our military renown, and the tradition of our 
ancestors was lost to us. I t was a false pro
clamation, a proclamation that the Ministry 
had no mandate from the nation to make, and 
which the nation at· the first opportunity 
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forced them to disavow. But the disavowal 
has cost blood and treasure which, if they had 
been Il;lore careful of the reputation of this 
country, need never have been expended. 
Three years ago those who maintained such 
doctrines and insisted on the necessity of the 
·maintenance of your military credit as one of 
the most precious inheritances of the nation, 
were denounced as I Jingoes.' But these 
Jingoes are justified now. They have her Ma
jesty's Government for converts. They have 
forced her Majesty's Government to demon
·strate by action that which is their principal 
contention, that if you suffer militarycreditto be 
obscured thefault must be wiped out in blood. 

" I feel how inadequate I am to deal with a 
question like this in a place such as thi~. I 
know it has been occupied by a much greater 
.artist; and I feel that there has been a loss 
to the world of splendid specimens of poli
tical denunciation, because the misdeeds of 
the Ministry of 1882 are, unfortunately, not 
·subject to\the criticism of the orator of 1880. 
What magflificent lessons, what splendid 
periods of ~loquence we have lost! Just 
think that if Mr. Gladstone, when the spirit 
of 1880 was 'upon him, could have had to 
deal with the case of a Ministry professing 

\ . \ 
\ 
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.the deepest respect for the concert of Europe, 
and the deepest anxiety to obey its will-a 
Ministry which, with these professions on its 
lips, assembled a conference and kept it for 
months in vain debate, and, under cover of 
its discussions, prepared armaments, asked 
for leave t6 invade a country, and then, when 
a refusal was given and the armaments were 
ready, calmly showed the conference to the 
door, and took, in despite of Europe's will, the 
country which they had asked the leave of 
Europe to take-if the orator of 1880 had had 
such a theme to dwell upon, what would he 
have said of disingenuousness and subtlety"} 
Or, take another case: supposing that un. 
equalled orator had had before him the case 
of a Government who sent a large fleet into 
a port where they had no international right 
to go, and, when that fleet was there, had 
demanded that certain arrangements &hould 

. be made on land which they had no inter
national right to demand, and when these 
demands were not satisfied had forthwith 
enforced that by the bombardment of a great 
commercial.' port, would you not have heard 
about political brigandage? What sermons 
you would have had to listen to with respect 
to the equality of all nations, of the weakest 

• 
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and the strongest, before the law of Europe; 
what denunciations would you not have heard 
·of those who couId for the sake of British 
interests expose such a city to such a catas
trophe, and carry fire and sword among a 

, defenceless people! That great artist drew 
a picture of Sir Frederick Roberts: I cannot 
help wishing that he had to draw a portrait of 
Sir Beauchamp Seymour j but allow me to 

. say in passing that, if my poor pencil could 
be employed, it would be drawn in nothing 
but the most flattering colours. 

/I I think if we can imagine anything so 
impossible as the orator of 1880 having to 
<lescribe a.nd comment on the events of 1882J 

that he would haye noticed qne of -the most 
remarkable coincidences which the history of 
this country furnishes. It is a very curious 
fact that we have only had one member of 
the Sqciety of Friends-commonly called on 
the Statute-book' Quakers '-so that I may 
use the name without offence-in the Cabinet, 
we have only had one Quaker j and o~ly once 
in the\history of the world, so far at least 
as this h~misphere is concerned, ·.if I am not 
mistaken,' has a great commercial city of the 
first class b~en subject to bombardment. It 
is a remarKable fact that when the Qrder was . 
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given to bombard that commercial city that 
. Quaker was in the Cabinet. At any rate, 
grave as these events have been, I think they 
will furnish some good fruit at least for the 
future. I hope we have taken a new depar
ture in Liberal politics., i trust that for the 
future any Minister who cares about British 
interests, and thinks it right to go to war in 
their defence, will not be subject to denuncia
tion on the part of the Liberal party for doing 
so. I am quite aware British interests were 
treated with 'Scant respect ill 1880. I am 
quite aware Mr. Gladstorie denoJInced as 
monstrous the idea that we could claim to 
control a country simply because it lay on 
our route to India. But if ever there was a 
~ar-I do not know what to call it-I believe 
it was not a war i but if ever there were 
sanguinary' operations ·undertaken for the 
sake of British interests, undoubtedly ,these 
recent operations in Egypt have deserved the 
character. • . . • _ 

"After this precedent it will be impossible 
for any Liberal Government to limi~/as they 
~ave done in the past, the rights 9f national 
self-defence. With respect to,;the' end of 
that war we have yet to wait. We do not 
know what the present negotiations may bring 

• 
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forth. We must suspend our judgment until 
we see what the result will be. I confess 
that I should be inclined to look on all these 
circumstances to which I have alluded with a 
very indulgent eye, if the result of the nego
tiations which are pending should be to 
extend the strength, the power, and the pre
dominant influence of Great Britain, for I am· 
old-fashioned enough to believe in that empire 
and believe in its greatness. I believe that 
wherever it has been extended it has con
ferred unnumbered benefits upon those who 
have been brought within. its. sway, and that 
the extension of the empire, so far from being 
the desire of selfishness or acquisitiveness, as 
it has been represented to be-deserving to 
be compared to acts of plunder in private 
life-is in reality a d~sire, not only to extend 
the commerce, and to strengthen the power 
of the Government here at home, but to give 
to others those blessings of freedom and 
order which we have always prized among 
ourselves. 

II Let'us therefore in the negotiations which 
are befor~\us not be ashamed of our empire. 
We are no~ the predominant power in Egypt. 
The .valour of\ our troops has made us so. 
Let us. obseI1{e with rigid fidelity every· 

\ 
\ 
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engagement we have made with the amiable 
and respectable prince who rules in Egypt; 
but as regards the other powers of Europe, 
let us follow our position to its logical result. 
Weare the predominant power. Why should 
we cease to be so? Why should we allow 
diplomacy to fritter away what the valour of 
our soldiers has won! " 

This wise and patriotic advice was. entirely 
thrown away on her Majesty's Ministers, who 
appeared to be anxious to neutralize as. 
completely as possible the effects of Tel-el
Kebir, and talked of nothing but the evacua .. 
tion of Egypt. The meeting of Parliament 
on the 15th of February, 1883, gave the Oppo. 
sition the opportunity of trying to elicit from 
the Government some definite statement as 
to their policy in. Egypt and in Ireland,. and 
pointing out the danger to which their 
vacillation was exposing the country. In the 
debate on the Queen's Speech, Lord Salisbury 
criticized the ambiguous character of that 
document, and the contradictory statements 
regarding their policy which Ministers had 

. been making during the recess. 
" We learn," he said, ". from the speech 

that her Majesty's Government have sup
pressed with rapidity and completenes.s :;L 

• 
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formidable rebellion in Egypt. Then we are 
told that' the withdrawal of the British troops 
is proceeding as expeditiously as a prudent 
consideration of the circumstances will admit.' 
But the great anxiety of the world is to know 
whether the British troops are to be with. 
drawn altogether, and when i and upon neither 
of those questions does the speech give us 
the slightest hint as to the intentions of her 
Majesty's Government. The Government are 
able to say that they have submitted to the' 
friendly consideration of the powers the' 
mysterious arrangement by which the stability 
of the Khedive and the prosperity and happi
ness of the Egyptian people are to be secured. 
But we have not a· hint that anyone of those 
powers has expressed its approval of the 
arrangement proposed..... Hitherto we 
have spoken of the announcements of the 

. Queen's Speech. If the present practice is 
followed we shall have to drop the phrase and 
speak of the innuendoes of the Queen's 
Speech. . . . . The policy of dealing by 
innuendoes with unimportant measures might 
be passed over without remark i but with 
respect to the burning que$ions of the day, 
I cannot help thinking that it is singularly 
misplaced. First take Egypt. 
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"'With respect to that country we have 
undoubtedly, since Parliament met last year, 
witnessed a great transformation scene. For 
the first six months the policy of the Govern
ment was instinct with the doctrines connected 
with the name of that distinguished gentleman, 
Mr. Bright, who has left the Government. 
For the last six months they have returned to 
an earlier and a sounder model i but their 
repentance does not entirely wash away their 
sm. I t does not efface the effects of their 
temporary concession to the policy of weak
ness, vacillation, and self7effacement. The 
result of their action, or want of action at the 
proper time, has been that the mechanism 
has been destroyed by which the results they 
now look for should be attained. Had they 
interfered in time, the Khedive's Government 
would have remained upright, and the future 
conduct of Egypt might not have been difficult. 
But all the powers that the Khedive's Govern
ment possessed of itself have been swept away, 

.and for the future all the power of Egypt 
must be derived from the protective influence 
of the British Government. ~ • . • But if we 
rightly llnderstand the policy of her Majesty's 
Government-at present we have it only from 
non-official sources-they intend to rely for 

VOL. II~ L 



146 Life and Speeches of Lord SaNsbury. 

the future predominance of England in Egypt 
only on the prestige derived from the suc
cess of the arms of my noble and gallant 
friend, (Lord Wolseley). I do not dispute 
the greatness of that prestige. I do not 
dispute that our army has dealt a good lesson 
to Egypt and the East~rn world, but the 
recollection of the power of it will speedily 
fade away. Remember this, that you failed 
before in your endeavour to maintain the 
. Government of Egypt, whether by your own 
fault or not; though you had not only your 
own military prestige, proved in every quarter 
of the world, to sustain you, but the prestige 
of France as well. . . . . The time is come 
when it would he of great diplomatic impor
tance, and of great assistance to the conduct 
of England in the future, that her position 
with respect to Egypt should be fully and 
rigidly defined. We hear from one member 
of the Government that the troops are not to 
stay in Egypt. We hear from another member 
that they are to stay until certain objects are. 
achieved, which we know cannot be achieved 
at an early period. We hear from Mr. 
Chamb~rlain that, considering the interests ·it 
has, it is impossible for England to look with 
apathy on anarchy in Egypt; and from Mr. 
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Courtrtey we hear an inspired panegyric on 
anarchy, which he appears to regard as the 
highest blessing that can be bestowed upon a 
nation. That seems to show that you h~ve 

- no definite policy; and those who look forWard 
to the time when their own influence and 
power will be restored again, are encouraged 
to make their preparations 'fot that period, and 
to keep alive every source of discontent and 
disturbance that may be at their comm-and." 

Turning to the Irish question, Lord Salis .. 
bury complained of the same ambiguity in 
the speeches of Ministers. If Why we have 
had a regular tburnament all the winter 
between various members of her Majesty's 
Government j a tournament in which Lord 
-Hartington has challenged all comers.' It 
·was begun by the Secretary fot the Colonies, 
who avowed that his great nostrum for Irish 
evils was spending a million or two on emi .. 
gration. Lord Hartington hastened to assure 
the world that that was a delusion, and was 
utterly opposed to the feelings and prejudices 
of the' Irish people. Then there was the 
'serious question of the extension of local 
government. in that country .•... I think 
Mr. Herbert Gladstone said he was in favour of 
Horne Rule jMr. Ashley would not grant 

L ,2 
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Home Rule, but would give every extension 
of the parliamentary and municipal franchise; 
while Mr. Courtney, as I have said, pronounced 
a perfectly Pindaric eulogium on the advan .. 
tages of anarchy. Mr. Chamberlain again
I should be sorry to misquote him, beca1:lse it 
is so strange in a member of the Government 
to give utterance to such words-said, I As 
long as Ireland is without any institution of 
local government worthy of the name, so long 
the seeds of discontent and disloyalty will 
remain, only to burst into luxurious growth at 
the first favourable season.' Unfortunately 
we have not had many utterances from Mr. 
Gladstone in this recess. His constituents 
in Midlothian have, to their great grief, failed 
to receive a defence of his policy j but we 
progress rapidly in these times', and new ways 
of communication are constantly discovered 
by distinguished men. Mr. Gladstone, having 
abandoned the senate and the platform, has 
taken refuge behind the tea-table, and there 
he informs M. CIemenceau that 'the curse of 
Ireland is centralization.' He adds, ' What I 
hope and desire, what I labour for and have 
at heart, is. to decentralize authority there. 
We have disestablished the Church, and have 
relieved the tenant-class of many grievances, 
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and are now going to produce a state of 
things which will make the humblest Irish .. 
man realize that. he is a governing agency, 
and that the government is to be carried on 
by him and for him/ I do not like the.idea 
of the humblest Irishman as a. governing 
agency. 

"Now these are the opinions of Mr. 
Herbert Gladstone, Mr. Gladstone, and Mr. 
Chamberlain; what does Lord H:artington 
say? He says, 'It is supposed by some that 
by changes in the system of local self
government we can restore contentment to 
~he country. It y.'ould be madness, in my 
opinion, to give Ireland more extended self .. 
government, unless we can receive from the 
Irish people some assurance· that this boon 
would not be used for the purpose of agita
tion.~ Now it is not for me to reconcile these 
divergent opinions; it is enough to say that 
Mr. Chamberlain's and Mr. Gladstone's views 
are regarded by Lord Hartington as madness. 
What I do wish to impress upon the House 
and upon' her Majesty's Government is, that' 
'this is no mere question of inconsistency. It 
is not an ordinary party device of comparing 
the present with the former opinions of an 
adversary. It is a question whether, in a 
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crisis of singular importance in Irish history, 
the Government have presented to the Irish 
people a plain and distinct policy in which 
they are all agreed, or whether, by their 
expressed disagreement, they are not en~ 
couraging the Irish people to further efforts 
in agitation. Two or three years ago we 
used to hear a great deal of the concert 
of Europe. That has entirely disappeared 
from the speeches of the advocates of the 
Government, we have ceased to hope for 
such great things, and only ask now for the 
concert of Downing Street. We ask only that 
Downing Street shall be ,at one with itself, 
because we cannot but feel that these strange 
divergences of opinion are not the result of 
accident, but are a necessary part of party 
strategy. If this difference of opinion had 
concerned merely Egypt, I might have 
thought that predominant diplomatic con· 
siderations had driven the Government to it i 
but in respect to Ireland, it is impossible 
not to feel that the speeches on one side or 
another are addressed successively to the 
two wings of the Liberal party. 

"When the Radicals begin to think that 
the pledges of 1880 are not being fulfilled, 
Mr. Chamberlain is sent down to pacify them j 
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and when the. Whigs begin to think that 
those pledges are taken too seriously, Lord 
Hartington is commissioned to set the matter 
right. I can well imagine that in so divided 
a flock what is called in Americar:t parlance 
I sitting qn a gate' may be a judicious art, 
and a necessary resort of party tactics; but, 
however necessary it may be for party 
cohesion, and' to secure the obedi~nce of 
confiding Radicals', I venture to say that no 
course can be pursued more dangerous to 
the interests of the Empire." , 

The history of the session of 1883 may 
be briefly summed up, as it has little direct 
connection with the subject of this work. 
The Government only succeeded in passing 
two measures of any importance, the Corrupt 
Practices Bill and the Agricultural Holdings 
B~ll. On the latter measure the annual 
contest between the two Houses occurred, 
with the usual result that a compromise was 
arrived at. What Mr. Gladstone's views are 
with regard to the constitutional position of 
the House of Lords it is impossible to say, 
for with the true spirit of an autocrat he has 
equally resented. any attempt on the part of 
either branch of the Legislature with his pet 
schemes j but this much is certain, that the 
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determined attitude taken up by Lord Salis
bury, and his constant claim that the Upp~r. 
House should not merely possess in theory a 
joint right of legislation with the Lower, but 
should not be afraid to exercise this power. 
has done much to prevent hasty and irrevoc
able legislation during the· last five years. 
The Gpvemment suffered a severe defeat in 
their attempt to settle the Bradlaugh difficulty 
by introducing an Affirmation Bill, which was 
rejected in the House of Commons on 
the second read·ing by a majority of three j 
while the fruits of their " conciliatory" policy 
towards Ireland were made manifest in 
the dynamite outrages, which added a new 
terror to English life. In South Africa, too, 
the surrender of . Majuba Hill had failed to 
produce the expected results-the Conven
tion of Pretoria was openly disregarde9, 
and eventually Mr. Gladstone consented to 

--abandon those shadowy claims' of suzerainty 
which he laid so much stress upon at the 
time of <the Pretoria Convention. 

Public attention, save when it was directed 
for the time to home affairs by some at
tempted destruction of life and property by 
dynamiters, was concentrated upon Egypt, 
where the vacillation and ineptitude of the 
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-- English Government were rapidly reducing 
-·the country to a state of confusion. The 
fiction that the Khedive was sovereign of the 
country, and that the English occupation was 
merely temporary, was kept up in the face of 
astonished Europe. An attempt to settle the 
Suez Canal with an entire disregard for 
English interests aroused such a storm of 
disapprobation that the Governm-~nt were 
compelled to withdraw their proposal. Mean.
while a cloud no bigger than a man's hand 
had arisen in the southern districts of Egypt, 
which were known under the general name of 
the Soudan. 

The Soudan had been conquered at various 
times by Egypt, and under Ismail the do~ 
minion of the Khedive stretched nominally to 
the equator, and embraced immense and thinly 
populated territories, which, under the rule of 
Sir Samuel Baker and of General Gordon, 
had enjoyed the benefits of an orderly govern
ment and freedom from the horrors of the 
slave trade. But many of the wild tribes of 
the Soudan were little impressed by the 
advantages of civilization, and when Gordon 
was recalled his place was taken by Egyptian 
officials, who governed the country after the 
fashion of the worst type of Romanproconsuls, 



1.54 Life and SPeeches of L01'd SaNsbury. 

and thought only of enriching themselves and 
sending substantial presents to their patrons 
at Cairo. In this state of affairs it only 
required an outburst of religious fanaticism 
and a leader to unite the Soudanese in an 
attempt to throw off the Egyptian yoke. 
Arabi's revolution was their opportunity, and 
a leader was ready in the person of Mohammed 
Achmet, who announced himself as the long
expected Mahdi or prophet whom all devout 
Mussulmans had looked for so earnestly. The 
Egyptian Government at first made light of 
this movement, but when the Mahdi had 
defeated one or two small expeditions that 
had been sent against him, and had captured 
the important town of EI Obeid, the gravity 
of the crisis became apparent. Two obvious 
courses were open to the Egyptian Ministry: 
they might either determine to crush the in
surrection and win back the revolted provinces, 
or they might decide to relinquish a portion 
of the Soudan, at least temporarily,· to the 
victorious 'prophet, . and content themselves 
with garrisoning the frontier towns. 

In their perplexity they naturally expected 
that the English, who were masters of the 
country, would decide the matter for them. 
But her Majesty's Ministers still kept up the 
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absurd fiction that Egypt was independent, 
and that the British troops were goi.ng to 
leave almost immediately. They gave a 
certain amount of advice, but never insisted 
that their advice should be followed.' The 
result was what might have been foreseen. 
Hicks Pasha, an English officer in the 
Khedive's service, was despatched at the 
head of an expedition to reconquer Kordofan, 
He appealed in vain to the British representa
tive either to send reinforcements or to veto 
the expedition. Acting under instructions 
from the English Government, Sir Edward 
Malet refused to interfere, and, Hicks Pasha 
and his army were massacred on the 5th of 
November at Kashgate. This' disaster was, 
q.nhappily, only the first of many of a similar 
kind which the hesitating. and meaningless 
policy of the English Government entailed 
both upon Egypt and England. And Mr. 
Gladstone and his fellow-Ministers had no 
excuse for their conduct. f They knew that 
they had a loyal and patriotic Opposition to 
deal with, who would have readily sacrificed 
any mere. party success to the welfare of their 
country, and who were willing, even anxious,. 
to support the Government if they would but 
inaugurate a P?licy which would conduce to 
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the honour of England and the well-being of 
Egypt. A miserable dread of alienating the 
extreme Radical section of their followers, and 
of separating that heterogeneous mass known 
as the Liberal party into its. component parts, 
prevented the . Government following the 
dictates of wisdom and patriotism. The year 
passed away and nothing was done to justify to 
astounded and indignant Europe the English 
occupation of Egypt. The garrisons in the 
Soudan were besieged, hemmed in by count
less foes, the wretched Egyptian soldiers 
~ere entirely unfit to cope with the fanatical 
hordes under the command of the Mahdi and 
his lieutenant, Osman Digma, and the English 
Government refused to listen to the urgent 
appeals for help which arose from Khartoum, 
from Sinkat, and from Tokar. 

Long before this, on the 28th of March, 
Lord Salisbury, speaking at Birmingham, had 
strongly animadverted upon the miserable 
want of any settled policy which the Govern
ment had shown throughout their tenure of 
office, and he rightly attributed it to the fact 
that the Ministry was a coalition of men of 
very different principles. "An effort has been 
made," he said, "to give the Radicals and 
the Whigs alike a share in the policy of what 
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is called the Liberal party. The result is a 
movement of perpetual zigzag. I t is rather 
like one of those Dutch clocks which we used 
to see in our infancy, where there was an old 
woman who came out at one door, and an old 
man who came out at another. When the 
old man came out it was fine weather, when 
the old woman came out it was the reverse. 
I would not for a moment attempt to indicate 
who is the old man. But you may say the 
mechanism of our political system at present 
is this-when it is going to be fine Lord 
Hartington appears, and when Mr. Joseph 
Chamberlain is seen then you may look out 
for a squall. The failure of her Majesty's 
Government, which in many respects. I con
sider to have' been great, is due not to the 
inability of the men, for they ';'re many of 
them men of great capacity, but to the fact 
that they were attempting an impossible task, 
to combine two opposite tendencies in the 
same policy.· Unfortunately Mr. Bright's 
policy, which may be summed up in his cele. 
brated phase, that' force is no remedy,' has 
always been allowed to come first, and has 
been adhered to until circumstances have 
made it inevitable that it should be abandoned. 
I remember an observation of Mr. Bright's. 
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about two years ago, when he told his audio 
ence that the effect of the advent- of Mr. 
Gladstone to power was that there was 'a 
great calm.' Well, look at Ireland. What 
do you think of the calm? Look at Egypt. 
What do you think of the calm? And look 
at those wretched b,acks, those allies of ours, 
who stood by us in the evil day, but who have 
been slaughtered by the brutal enemy to 
whom we have abandoned them. What do 
you think of the calm? If Mr. Bright's own 
policy were pursued to the utmost, dishonour
able and disastrous as we should think it, at 
'least we should know what we had to expect; 
·but the peculiarity of these policies is that 
· you never from one day to another can tell 
which side. of the Government policy is to 
prevail-which section of the Cabinet is the 
master.. The consequence, is that all con
fidence is gone." 

In a speech on the following day Lord 
:Salisbury, while denying that it was the duty 
· of an Opposition to formulate a complete 
: policy, called attention to t~e question of the 
· dwellings of the poorer classes, and pointed 
out that an extension of Sir Richard Cross's 

· Artisans' Dwellings Act might be desirable, 
· and that a Conservative Government would 
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pay serious attention to the pressing demands 
for the relief of the growing burden of local 
taxation. 

Mr. Chamberlain, challenged in his own 
stronghold by the Conservative leader, replied 
. after his kind. Even his strongest admirer 
would hardly claim .for the President of the 
Board of Trade any very deep or intimate 
knowledge of English history, but it must be 
-allowed that Mr. Chamberlain possesses that 
peculiar courage which enables him to use 
expressions concerning his opponents which 
others occupying his position would hardly 
care to indulge in. On this .:casion he was 
not slow to retort. Whether he considered it 
" the retort courteous," it is of course impos
sible to decide. At all events, the words are 
worth preserving if only as a specimen of the 
method of warfare adopted by a member of a 
Liberal Cabinet. Referring to Lord Salis
bury's remarks on the Irish question, Mr. 
Chamberlain said, II Lord Salisbury cares 
nothing for the bulk of the Irish nation. He 
has no sympathy for the poor tenants who 
~or years, under the threat of eviction and the 
pressure of starvation, have paid the unjust 

. rents levied on their improvements, and ex
torted from their desperate toil and hopeless 
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poverty. I say that on this matter, as on 
many others, Lord Salisbury constitutes him .. 
self the spokesman of a class-of the class to 
which he belongs, I who toil not, neither do 
they spin,' whose fortunes, as in his case, 
have originated in grants, made in times long 
ago, for the services which courtiers rendered 
kings, and have since grown and increased 
while they have slept, by levying an unearned 
share on all that other men have done by toil 
.and labour to add to the general wealth and 
prosperity of the country of which they form 
a part." It is only necessary to remark on 
this strange ebullition that when Mr. Chamber
lain shall have rendered a tenth part of the 
services which Burleigh and his son per
formed for England in the days of Elizabeth 
and James I., the country will be only too 
happy to confer such rewards upon him 
as shall enable his descendants for many 
generations to abstain from toiling and spin
ning. It might also be q':lestioned whether 
Lord Salisbury in his private and public 
capacity has not laboured as earnestly in his 
country's service as even the ex-Mayor of 
Birmingham and his fellow-member. , 

But non ragionam di lor, ma guarda e 
passa. Lord Salisbury contented himself with 
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expressing, at the annual dinner of the Con
stitutional Union, his wonder that . a man 
holding Mr. Chamberlain's peculiar views 
could continue to sit in the same Cabinet 
with those to whom such doctrines must be 
repugnant. He went on to' say, "There is a 
persistent fallacy which possesses popular 
minds that men of large wealth are people 
who are specially interested in the rights of 
property. Nothing could be more misleading. 
A rich man means a man who, under pressure 
of opinion and the habits of the day, makes a 
considerable expenditure, which if he were 
deprived of, would not in the slightest de~ 
gree affect his personal comfort. A man of 
moderate means is in the position that if any 
considerable reduction of his income takes 
place, his personal existence is at once 

. affected. The rich man has every oppor
tunitybf providing against trouble, of making 
himself safe i he can take requisite precau
tions,and, at .all events, he has a large margin· 
from which he can lose, before his personal 
interests and feelings are touched. It is a 
feeling of the most general, and to my mind of 
the most perilous and .deadly, kind, to believe 
that you can safely trust to the rich man 
to guard those interests of property which 

VOL. II. M 
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essentially .belong to all classes of the com
munity." 

In a speech at Watford, in December, Lord 
Salisbury remarked again on the curious 
phenomenon of a Cabinet Minister constantly 
expressing opinions on most important sub- . 
jects totally at variance with the avowed 
policy and aims of the Ministry; and he 
asked whether an entirely new theory ·of 
Parliamentary government was to. prevail. 
" We have/, he· said, "a Cabinet which, as a 
Cabinet, looks upon manhood suffrage as 
dangerous, and utterly resists the disestablish
ment of the English Church. We have a 

. Minister in that Cabinet, wielding the authority 
of the Cabinet, and standing in his position 
by virtue of the countenance they give him. 
We have him declaring that any other solu
tion than that of manhood suffrage will be 
:depriving millions of their right, and that the 
property of the Church of England belongs 
to every section of the nation. Now, it is 
perfectly true that this is the legal position of 
affairs. The Queen has, of course, the right 
to call in anyone she wills to her councils. 
It is perfectly legal that Mr. Chamberlain 
should be a member of the same Govern.
ment as Lord Granville and the Marquis .of 
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Hartington. 1 believe it' would be quite 
legal if Mr. Davitt and Mr. Bradlaugh were 
also members of the present Cabinet. But 
remem ber you live under a system of unwritten 
law. Your Parliamentary Constitution of 
which you are so proud, is contained in no 
I constitution,' and written in no statutes. It 
rests upon long traditions and understandings 
faithfully observed, . and the basis of . that 
Parliamentary government, is that, while men 
who are outside the Cabinet are responsible 
only for themselves, and for their own words 
and for their own deeds, members of a 
Cabinet are responsible for each other-that 
is, Parliamentary government, that is the 
essence of it." 

But it was not only on the platform that 
Lord Salisbury was instructing his fellow
countrymen, and recalling constitutional 
principles which had made England great 
and free to the minds of those who were 
threatened by an aggressive and autocratic 
Radicalism. In the October 'number of the 
. Quarterly Revz'ew' a powerful article on 
" Disintegration" appeared, which attracted 

. great attention, and was very generally 
attributed to Lord Salisbury'~ pen. After 
'pointing out that the leading- principle of the 

M 2 
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Gladstonian Government was apparently to 
weaken and disintegrate the British Empire 
at home and abroad, the writer went on to 
describe what he believed ought to be the 
main principles of Conservative policy:-

" The object of our party," he contended, 
'I is not, and ought not to be, simply to keep 
things as they are. In the first place, the 
enterprise is impossible. In the next place, 
there is much in our present mode of thought 
and action which it is highly undesirable to 
conserve. What we require is the adminis;, 
tration of public affairs, whether in the legis:
lative or the executive. department, in that 
spirit of the old constitution which held tpe 
nation together as a whole, and levelled its 
united force at objects of national import, 
instead of splitting it up into a bundle of 
unfriendly and distrustful fragments." 

He proceeded to show .how the temper of 
the time menaced the security of our empire: 
"Half a. century ago, the first feeling of 
all Englishmen was for England. Now, the 
sympathies of a powerful party are instinc
tively given to whatever .is against England. 
I t may be Boers or Baboos, or Russians or 
Afghans, or· only French speculators, the 
treatment these all receiv~ in their contro.-
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versies with England is .the same; whatever 
else may fail them, they can always count on 
the sympathies ot the political party, from 
whom, during the last half-century, the rulers 
of England have been mainly chosen." He 
~pplied this ,principle to Ireland and to 
domestic· matters, and showed how internal 
dissensions were daily becoming more ran
corous, common sentiments and mutual 
sympathies becoming fewer and fewer, com
mon action and common aspirations feebler; 
while, owing to the' preaching of the Radical 
party, classes, if not in actual conflict, were 
at least watching each other with vigilant 
distrust. The hope that the Whig section 
of the L.iberal party would prevent the 
ascendency of Radical principles could hardly 
be entertained, as they appeared neither to 
have the courage to abandon their Whig 
professions nor part from their Radical allies. 

But it was not only in the sphere of party 
politics that Lord Salisbury employed his 
powerful pen. He, who had been calum
niated by Mr. Chamberlain as caring for 
nothing but the interests of his class, hac;l 
heen the first to call atte~tion, as we have 
seen, to the question of the dwellings of the 
. poor. A pamphlet with the somewhat sensa-
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tional title, "The Bitter Cry of Outcast 
London," had aroused public attention to this 
very important subject, and Lord Salisbury, 
anxious that popular sympathy should take a 
practical form, contributed an article to the 
November number of the NatzOnal Rev£ew 
on "Labourers' and Artisans' Dwellings," 
which showed at once the deep interest and the 
wide knowledge of the subject he possessed. 
After saying that the dwellings in rural 
districts were improving, though not so fast 
as cO,uld be desired, he urged that the housing 
of the poor in London and the other great 
towns was the more important and difficult 
question. Thousands of families were paying 
two shillings to five shillings a week for a single 
room, as much as agricultural labourers paid 
for a cottage and garden in the country. 
Peabody's Trustees and Industrial Dwellings 
Societies such as that which had established 
Shaftesbury Park, were doing good work for 
the higher class o~ artisans, but they hardly 
touched the poorer class. He expressed his 
belief that the first step should be an inquiry 
into the extent of the existing misery, and the 
finding out how far the earnings of the very 
poorest can go towards paying for decent 
lodgings. He suggested that a good example, 
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which would stimulate others, might be set 
by Government providing .for the lower em .. 
ployes in the post office, police, and customs. 
He also recommended compulsory sanitary 
inspection of all speculative buildings in 
London and the suburbs, loans to the Pea
body Trustees, and especially the development 
of Miss Octavia Hill's system, and concluded 
by impressing on his readers the value of 
voluntary work. -II You can hunt the poor 
about from place to place, oust them out' of 
one place and· drive them to another; but 
you will never reach the poor except through ' 
people who care about them and watch over 
them." 

Nor did Lord Salisbury content himself 
with merely calIin~ the attention of his fellow .. 
countrymen to this most important subject 
in the pages of the Natz'onal Rev£ew. On 
the 22nd of February, 1884, in his place in the 
House of Lords, he rose to move the appoint
ment of a Royal Commission to inquire'into 

'the housing ,of the poor. The motion was 
supported by the Prince, of Wales, and 
assented to by the Government. A strong 
Commission was appointed, including men of 
such diverse opinions as the Prince of Wales 
and Sir Charles Pilke, Cardinal Manning and 
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the Bishop of Bedford, . Lord Salisbury and 
Mr. Jesse Collings. The result of the· Com
mission will, it maybe hoped, be to dispel 
many false ideas on the subject, and unite all 
parties together for the furtherance of this 
most necessary work. 

In his speech in moving for the Commis .. 
sion, Lord Salisbury began by answering 
objections that had been urged to further 
investigation, and then pro<;:eeded to enumerate 
the different heads of inquiry. . First, there 
was the sanitary question, a matter of primary 
importance in which great steps had been 
taken of late years, though very much still 
remained to be done. Then came the actual 
condition of the houses of the poor, many of 
which were in the most lamentable repair. 
The construction and posit10n of the dwell. 
ings, ventilation, and kindred subjects de
manded careful investigation. He remarked 
on the immense difficulties in the way of 
clearing unhealthy areas connected with the 
compensation which had to be given to the 
ground-landlords, leaseholders, and actual 
tenants, and protested against any proposals 
which should savour of confiscation. " With 
respect to this matter of compensation I 
would venture to say to those politicians, who-
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ever they may be, who desire to pUt a portion 
of the cost of these sanitary reforms upon the 
ground-landlord, or the leaseholder, or any 
other person having an interest in the locality, 
if they' intend to go upon the principle of 
taking away compensation,.let them have the 
courage of their opinions. I would address 
.them in the words employed by Martin 
Luther, 'Pecca /orNter.' If they mean to 
meet this great evil by any kind of confisca
tion, let them get' all the advantage out of 
confiscation that they can by taking the 
property with the unceremonious facility of a 
l'urkish Pasha or a Burmese officer. To. 
confiscate, to' take off something to which 
the owne~ has a right, and only by that to 
gain si~pence or :l: shilling in the price per 
foot, that seem~ to me a most improvident 
proceeding. If they wish to get the whole 
advantage they must confiscate more largely, 
they, must confiscate the whole. There is no 
use incurring all those penalties, which a.n 
unfailing Nemesis inflicts upon the authors of 
public plunder, unless they get sufficient 
amou~t of booty to indemnify them for the 
operation." 

He pro'ceeded to point out another great 
difficulty-the danger lest the improvement of 
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one neighbourhood should injuriously affect 
others. The great and peculiar evil, he 
maintained, was overcrowding, and unless 
precautions were taken, knocking down un
healthy houses and clearing unhealthy areas 
would only increase the overcrowding in 
spaces that remained. 

II The people who are turned out of these 
unhealthy dwellings must find places some
where, and all the remedies proposed seem to 
me to fail in this point-that they absolutely 
increase the principal evil instead of diminish. 
ing it. . . . That is really the most important 
matter on which, it seems to me, the Com
mission should inquire. If we have this 
overcrowding, unless you can meet it, it will 
neutralize all your efforts; and you can do 
nothing to meet it unless you possess .sufficient 
knowledge of the precise character of the 
evil. What is wanted is to know where and 
what are the localities in which the over
crowding exists, and how many of those who 
are thus crowded together are forced to dwell 
in that locality. As everybody knows who 
has followed this discussion at all, the great 
thing in London is that, with respect to a 
certain class of the population at least, you 
cannot move them to a distance from their 
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industry, or they will cease to be able to 
pursue it. The result is th,at the obvious 
remedy of taking these people into the 
~ountry only applies to a limited portion of 
those whose difficulties you have to meet. 
And therefore we want to know, what is that 
portion, what is the number of persons who 
could not pursue their industry, living at a 
distance from London, where they might 
9btain some reasonable accommodation, and 
in what particular localiti~s do they congre
gate? If you once had that information 
fully obtained and laid before Parliament and 
the country, I believe it would be possible, in 
the first instance, to apply, with greater clear
ness·and effect, the remedy which would carry 
away those who can live out of London, to 
see how far cheap trains carrying people out 
of London might be employed, and what 
building operations are requisite, where they 
are required, and to what extent they must 
be carrie.d out. That is really the gist and 
kernel of· the whole matter. That is the 
difficulty we have t~ meet. Are large build
ing operations requisite? and if requisite, 
where are they to be carried on, and at 
whose cost? I do not affect to al)swer these 
questions now. If I could answer them I 
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should not ask your Lordships to seek for a 
Royal Commission. It is because enormous 

. difficulties attach to all these questions, that 
I think investigation, and speedy investigation, 
IS necessary. 

" My Lords, I have carefully avoided any 
words indicating that I think any man or class 
of men is to blame for the existing state of 
things. Of course, I do not and will not say 
that there are not persons who are to blame, 
but '1 say that any attempt to escape from the 
urgency of the problem by throwing the blame 
on any class of men is' futile wholly. It is 
absurd to say the ground-landlord is to blame. 
If he has got houses' which come within the 
operation of the law, the law is strong enough 
to assert itself, and to force him to d~ his 

. duty. But if he is not within the grasp of the 
law, he is not exposed to any blame. The 
ground-landlord, or the mere temporary and 
intermediate owner of a house, like every one 
else, has to sell the goods he possesses in the 
open' market for the price he can obtain for 
them, and it is ridiculous to blame him for 
obtaining the best price he can. Then I have 
heard persons say that the blame of the over
crowding is due to some strange operation on 
the part of the ~arge landed proprietors in the 
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country, who ,have artificially diminished the 
populations on their estates, and driven them 
into the towns. In the ,first place I would 
submit, if that operation has been carried on, 
it is much more likely to ge carried on by 
small landed proprietors than large proprietors, 
.because the persons who would be most ready 
to save themselves unnecessary expense, 
would be necessarily those whose incomes 
.were too narrow to admit of superfluity. 

"Therefore, such an evil, if evil existed, 
would· be one far more likely to attach to 
small estates than large ones., But an exa,. 
mination of the census figures~1 shall not 
trouble your Lordships with them, as they are 
not entertaining reading; but to anyone who 
will go through them as I have done, and 
examine the returns from the counties that 

" , 

are in the immediate neighbourhood of London, 
will see that the houses, so far from diminish
ing, h~ve gone on increasing during the last 
decade. Not only in the towns, but in the 
Parliamentary counties-which is the best 
mode of reaching the rural population-by 
taking the census for 1881 'you will find that 
there is a considerable increase of house
room over the amount e:?Cisting in 1871. 

"There is therefore nogroundforsayingthat 
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any act on the part of owners of land in 
diminishing the country population accounts 
for overcrowding in towns. My Lords, there 
is a much more obvious and gloomy cause in 
the great disasters which have faIIen on 
agriculture, partly the result of inclement 
seasons, and partly the result of the persistent 
foreign competition, fuIIy sufficient to account 
for the diminution of prosperity in the agri~ 
cultural industry, and the consequent deser
tion of it by large numbers of persons. One 
of the most difficult questions is, by whom 
shaII the work be done? My Lords, I do 
not attempt to solve this question; but I see 
before me my noble friend (Lord Wemyss), 
whom ·1 think I can caII the head of the 
Property and Liberty Defence Association. 
The sight of him reminds me that, for any 
proposals of this kind, I may have to defend 
myself against the charge of Socialism. 

" Now, my Lords, I may at once say that I 
do not favour any wild schemes of State 
interference. I am as earnest as any man in 
this House, that, while we approach great 
public evils, and desire to remedy them, we 
should scrupulously observe that honesty 
which is the condition of continued and 
abiding prosperity for the industries of this 
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country. But, while I will maintain that 
doctrine as earnestly as my noble friend, I 
yet would ask the House to avoid that kind 
of political cowardice which declines to con~ 
sider and examine a problem, lest its urgency 
should afterwards seem to be a temptation to 
provide unlawful and illegitimate methods for 
its remedy. The evils that we have to deal 
with are very serious. After all, even my 
noble friend may press as earnestly as he will 
upon us the necessity of leaving every 
Englishman to work out his own destiny, and 
not attempt to aid him at the expense of the 
State i but, on the other side, he must always 
bear in mind that there are no absolute 
truths or principle's in politics. We must 
never forget that there is a moral as well. as 
a material contagion, which· exists' by virtu~ 
of the moral and material laws under which 
we live, and which forbid us to be indifferent, 
even as a matter of interest, to the well-being 
in every respect of all the classes who form 
part of the community. If there be material 
evil, disease will follow, and the contagion of 
that disease will -not be confined to those 
amongst whom it arises, but will spread over 
the rest of the community. And what is true 
of material evil, is. true of .moral evil tpo. If 

• 



176 Life and SPeeches of Lord Salisbury. 

there are circumstances which produce 
great moral injury, the contagion will not 
be confined to the class of those with whom 
the moral effects arise, but will spread their 
evil consequences over the whole of. the 
comrimnity to which these classes belong. 

" After all, whatever political arrang~ments 
we may adopt,· whatever the political constitu_ 
tion of our State may be, the foundation of 
all its prosperity and welfare must be that 
the mass of the people shall be honest and 
manly and shall have common s.ense.' How 
are you to expect that these conditions will 
exist amongst people subjected to the fright
ful influences which the present overcrowding 
of our poor produces? I do not know if any 
of your Lordships· have read the remarkable 
letter of Mr. Williams in the Times of to-day, 
giving an account of the terrible overcrowding 
which the investigations of the School Board 
have found i~ various parts of London: The 
instances are numbered not by tens, but by 
hundreds, where there are six or seven of a 
family living in a single room. My Lords, 
these conditions are not conditions of a phy
sic'al or material deterioration only; but they 
are conditions deleterious and ruinous to the 
morc;tl progress and development of the race 



Life and Speeches of Lord SaNsbury. 177 

to which we belong. How can you.hope that 
any of the home influences. which, after aU, 
are the preserving 'and refining influences 
which keep men good amidst the various 
temptations of life-how are you to hope that 
these influences are to flourish in such a state 
as this? We pay great attention to the edu. 
cation 'of the people; but how are we to hope 
that popular education will flourish, when men 
after the education is over are dismissed to 
their homes where they cannot undertake any 
study, and where anything like literary inte~ 
rest is impossible, owing to the great mental 
and. physical depression of mind and body 
under which they exist? Constant efforts are 
made by our legislators to deal with the' great 

, plague of intemperance, which is the moral 
scourge of the present generation i but how 
are you to hope -that men will be kept out of 
the public-house, when the home, which is the 
only alternative to the public-house, presents 
such horrible and loathsome {eatures? My 
Lords, I hope Parliament will never transgress 
the laws of public honesty, but I equally hope 
that Parliament will not be deterred by fear 

. of being tempted to transgress those laws, or, 
still more, by the fear of being accused of 
intending to transgress those laws, fr6m fear. 

VOL. II. N 
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lessly facing, and examining, and attempting 
to fathom those appalling problems, which 
involve the deepest moral, material, and 
spiritual interests of our fellow-country-
men." 

But it was difficult to attract, or at all events 
to concentrate, puhlic attention upon home 
affairs when the situation in Egypt was daily 
becoming mor~ and more critical. At the 
commencement of the year the English 
Government determined to change its attitude 
with regard to affairs in the Soudan. Up to 
this time it had been persistently contended 
by Lord Granville that England had no con
cern in the Soudan, and that the utmost she 
could' do was to offer advice to the Egyptian 
Government, which it was perfectly obvious 
would not be attended to. Now Lord Gran
ville suddenly announced that the advice of 
the English Government must be followed, 
and in this case their advice was that the 
Soudan should be evacuated. Nothing could 
have been easier than to give advice of this 
kind, nothing more difficult than to carry it 
out. The Egyptian garrisons at Khartoum, 
Sinkat, Tokar, and other towns that still re
mained faithful to the Khedive would most 
gladly have evacuated the Soudan, but un-
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fortunately they were completely hemmed in 
by the fanatical hordes that' followed the 
standard of the Mahdi. In their perplexity 
the Government only too gladly accepted the 
suggestion that General ~ordon should be 
sent out to Khartoum to treat with the Mahdi 
and secure the safety of the beleaguered gar
risons. With regard to Tokar and Sinkat, 
which are situated near the Red Sea, and to 
which, therefore, English troops might have 
been sent with little trouble and expense, the 
Government were unable to make up their 
minds, and while this process was going on, 
news arrived that an attempt made by Egyp-

'tian troop~ under th~· command of Baker 
Pasha had been defeated with severe loss, 
that Sinkat had b~en captured and its garri
son massacred. It was under these circum
stances that Parliament met on the 5th 'of 
February. 

In the Lower House an amendment to the 
Address was moved, but the recent news 
seemed to have struck Ministers dumb, and, 
without any defence of the Government policy, 
the debate collapsed. It was renewed shortly 
afterwards, by a vote of censure proposed by 
Sir Stafford Northcote, which, despite the 
pressure of the whip and the wire-puller, and 

N 2 
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the terrorism of the Caucus, was only rejected 
by a majority of forty-nine. 

In the Lords, on the Address, Lord Salis
bury made a vigorous onslaught on the policy) 
or rather want of policy, of the Government 
in Egyptian. matters. He contrasted the 
absurdly optimistic tone of the Queen's Speech 
with the news that had just reached England, 
and he refused to allow that England had 
no responsibility in. the Soudan.' He had no 
difficulty in showing that the Government 
were trying to shift their responsibility on to a 
puppet whose actions were directed by them. 
selves, and .which had neither will nor power 
of its own. It was, a!i ever, the weakness and 
yacillation of the English Government which 
were bringing these disasters . upon Egypt. 
"We have the same phenomena, a danger 
neglected at first and allowed to go on from 
week to week, and from month to month. 
We have had vacillation and delay in the 
application of the necessary r~medies i and 
p.ow when the matter seems to be approach. 
ing almost to a point of desperation, we are 
told that it is not the English Government, but 
the Egyptian Government, which is to blame. 
It is the Egyptian Government, which has 
led and forced this poor, meek, submissiv~ 
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English Government to suffer all these things 
which have taken place. 

" My Lords, I cannot help thinking that this 
picture of. the relations between the two 
Governments will not be accepted in the world 
generally as an accurate representation of 
their position' towards' each other. As the' 
Speech stands, England appears simply in the 
position of a counsellor, a mere spectator, 
standing aside and giving disinterested advice. 
The advice appears to' have been that the 
Khedive should consent to the dismember .. 
ment and cutting off of, I believe, the largest 
part of the country over which he rules; and 
the English Government, standing by in the 
character of an .adviser in, this matter, has 
condescended to go a little further than ten~ 
dering advice. It will give the Egyptians a 
little assistance. I t is a matter.of I scuttling 
out,' and the English Government, under 
present auspices, may be said to be experts 
in scuttling out. Therefore they have mag~ 
nanimously and generously come forward to 
help the Government of the Khedi~e to scuttle 
out of the Soudan. For that purpose they 
have selected, with a strange disregard of the 
fitness of things, the most gallant soldier they 
can find. They appear to know no other way 
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of retreating from the Soudan than by send
ing a man whose life has been spent not in 
retreating, but in advancing, and in striking 
hard blows against the enemy ..... My 
impression is that if for such a purpose 
the employment of an Englishman was neces
sary at all, there are many other Englishmen 
who might have been found who would have 
been just as good for that purpose as General 
Gordon, and that it was not necessary in order 
to effect that object to endanger a most valu
able life, and to a certain extent to endanger a 
most untarnished reputation, in performing an 

, act which will certainly reflect no credit upon 
the Government by which it is undertaken.". 

On the 12th of February, Lord Salisbury 
brought forward a vote of censure on the 
Government with reference to their action in 
Egypt,and the Lords, by a majority of 181 to 
8 I, supported him in his contention that the 
lamentable events in the Soudan were due 
in . great measure to the vacillating and in
consistent policy pursued by her Majesty's 
Government. After lamenting the discredit 
which such occurrences as the annihilation of 
Hicks Pasha's army, the defeat of Baker,and 
the massacre of the Sinkat garrison had cast 
upon England, he said', " The defence of the 
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Government lies with respect to those ev~nt~ 
in tne Western Soudan in this--:-that in all 
their instructions they have perpetually stated 
that they were not responsible for the expedi
tion of General Hicks, and that their repre
sentatives were to give no advice upon the 
subject. Even if they had taken, from first to 
last, a steady and consistent policy, it would 
have been no defence for the result which 
their policy has brought about. Those who 
have the absolute power of preventing lament
able -events, and, knowing what is taking 
place, refuse to exercise that power, are re
sponsible for what happens. You find scat
tered through these Blue-Books again and 
again the phrase, I her Majesty's Government 
are not responsible for the expedition of 
General Hicks j' it occurs with a sameness of 
repudiation that reminds you of the burden 
of a popular song. But suppose that the 
manager of a mine, seeing those who are under 
his guard~anship and in his employment were. 
performing some operations of certain danger, 
were simply to say again and again, I I never 
gave advice, I am not responsible,' what view 
do your Lordships think a Court of Law 
would take of the conduct of such a manager? 
Precisely that which I take here, that if. they 
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had consistently adhered to their principle of 
repudiating responsibility in reference to the 
Soudan, her Majesty)s Government would 
have been in no better position than such a 
manager as I have spoken of. But they have 
not done so. The gravest part of the indict
ment against them is that they have followed 
no one particular policy, but that they followed 
three distinct policies." 

First they accepted the Soudan as an in
tegral part of the Egyptian Empire by not 
attempting to stop the operations there-that 
was a sound policy at the time i after the 
departure of Lord Dufferin they went over to 
a policy of indifference-the policy of the 
Epicurean gods. Finally, at the beginning of 
last month the Government stepped in with a 
command to abandon all the territory south of 
\Vady HaIfa. When it would have been an 
easy matter to have relieved Tokar and Sinkat, 
and troops could have been sent with little 

• trouble from India or from Aden, from Cyprus 
or from Malta, the Governmen~ refused to do 
anything, though repeatedly warned that the 
garrisons could not hold out many days. " If 
they had wished to sign the death-warrants 
of these garrisons they could not have acted 
with more signal imprudence." 
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I n conclusion he said, " These things carry 
us back to matters -within "our recollection. 
We can remember when those who now hold 
office were very strong on the. question of reo. 
sponsibilities. We can remember when they 
insist~d on every platform that those who were 
then in power were responsible for every act 
of the Turkish Government, pver which they 
had no material hold or control whatever. 
Now, having absolute material hold and con .. 
trol over the action of the Egyptian Govern~ 
ment, they try to· persuade us that these 
terrible calamities, which they allowed the 
Egyptian Governme1].t and the gallant de .. 
fenders of these fortresses to incur, do not in~ 
volve their own responsibility at all. We can 
remember on another occasion, when the 
honour of England was at stake, and her arms 

. had been tarnished, the Government of this 
country refused to do what every other 
Government that ever existed here would have 
done-they refused to avenge the defeat, lest 
it should involve blood-guiltiness. Is there 
not blood-guiltiness here? In this resolute 
renunciation of responsibility, in this abandon
ment of gallant men to an inevitable doom, 
in the giving up of a thousand women 
and children to all the horrors of an Ori .. 
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ental victory-is there no blood-guiltiness 
here? 

If My Lords, it is on all these things that I 
ask your verdict. I am told that it is of little 
avail. Perhaps we may hope to infuse some 
vigour and some energy where there were 
none before-to awaken the Government to a. 
sense of their real responsibility j to induce 
them to cast aside the screen of a sham 
Egyptian responsibility behind which they 
have hitherto skulked. But we may not be 
able to do so. It may not be possible for us 
to affect the philos?phy to which they have 
pledged themselves, and the promises by 
which they are bound. If it is so-if we 
cannot induce them to reconsider their course, 
at least a duty remains for us to perform. 
They may take refuge behind their consti
tutional powers. They may shelter themselves 
behind the Caucus. Weak in argument, but 
strong in wire-pulling, they may defy the 
opinion of England and of the civilized world. 
But at least, my Lords, we will discharge our 
responsibility. We will place on record the 
convictions of this House, and of that large 
and influential section of the community 
whose opinions are reflected here. We will 
not allow this miserable apathy, this timi<l. 
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repudiation of responsibility to pass without 
a protest of indignation. We will, at all 
events, not be accomplices in the completion 
of this dishonour. II 

The Government, of course, cared nothing 
for the censure of the Lords, but their de
creased majority in the Commons and the 
general dissatisfaction of the country com
pelled them to do something. What they 
eventually did, is best described in Lord Salis
bury's words in a speech he delivered during 
the Easter' recess at Manchester. After com .. 
menting on the cruel neglect with which the 
Government were treating General Gordon, 
he showed that they had invariably been' 
too late whenever they took a decided step: 
Having got over the fear of the Caucus, they 
were beginning to fear the country, and to 
see the necessity of recovering their lost 
prestige. "So at once an expedition was 
planned, and forces were sent out with a 
great flourish of trumpets to Suakim to re
lieve Sinkat and Tokar, but then, unfortu
nately, Sinkat was destroyed and Tokar gave 
itself up before the relieving, forces could 
arrive to their succour. This was a terrible 
blow. What was the relieving force to do? 
It could not possibly go back again i that 
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would have been too ridiculous. But fortu
nately some spy informed them that Osman, 
the leader of the people whom they call 
rebels-I cannot understand why, because 
the country has been given over to them- . 
had avowed his intention of driving the Eng
lish into the sea. This was quite enough. 
There was a valuable after-thought. Orders 
were given at once to attack Osman Digma, 
and in order to wipe out all possible ridicule 
for the mistakes which the Government had 
committed, some six thousand or more of these 
unhappy savages were mown down by our 
Gatling guns, and we were forced to retreat 
without having done anything, without any 
practical result, except having achieved this 
appalling slaughter." 

Such was no exaggerated picture of what 
the Government did in the Eastern Soudan. 
Never, 'Perhaps, in the history of modem 
.England has there been a more wanton and 
useless shedding of blood than at El Teb and 
Tamanieb. Directly these hard-fought vic
tories were won, General Graham was ordered 
to retire, 'though he pleaded to be allowed to 
open up the road to Berber and, if possible, 
communicate with Gordon in Khartoum. 
Osman Digma's power was unbroken by his 
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two defeats, while the precipitate retreat of 
the English troops almost entirely destroyed 
the effect of the slaughter which, under the 
most peace-loving of governments, they had 
achieved. 

But it was on Khartoum that the attention 
of England was fixed, where the spectacle 
was seen of a hero holding out, almost single. 
handed, against myriads of foes, and deserted 
by the Government at whose request he had 
undertaken his perilous mission. The Oppo
sition in both Houses of Parliament were 
persisting in endeavouring to extract from the 
Government some declaration of their policy 
in Egypt, and to induce them to take some 
measures. for Gordon's safety; .but all they 
could elicit from Mr. Gladstone was a coni. 
plaint that the time of . Parliament was bei!lg 
wasted in discussing Egyptian affairs when, 
there were important legislative measures 
which the Government desired to push for
ward, and an assertion that General Gordon 
was quite at liberty to leave Khartoum when
ever he thought proper. In the light of ~ub
sequent events some words uttered by Lord 
Salisbury in the Upper House on the 4th of 
April have acquired a terrible significance. 
After showing that all the disasters and mis. 
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takes in Egypt were due to the fatal habit of 
procrastination and irresolution which pos
sessed the Government, he said, "General· 
Gordon was sent to his present position in 
Khartoum because the Government. had put 
off the decision to abandon the Soudan until 
it was too late to withdraw or to relieve the 
garrisons. He was sent there in the almost 
hopeless design of persuading the Mahdi1 by 
some methods of unknown persuasion, to re
lease the prey already within his grasp." The 
.garrison of Sinkat had been massacred be
cause the expedition to Suakim wa~sent out 
too late. "Are these circumstances encourag
ing to us when we ~re asked to trust that, on 
the inspiration of the moment when the 
danger comes, her Majesty's Government will 
find some means of relieving General Gordon? 
I fear that the history of the past will be re
peated in the future; that again just when it 
is too late, the critical resolution will be 
taken i some terrible news will come that the 
position of General Gordon is absolutely a 
·forlorn and helpless one i and then, under the. 
pressure of public wrath and Parliamentary 
censure, some desperate resolution of sending 
an expedition will be formed, too late to 
achieve the object which it is desired to gain, 
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too late to rescue this devoted man whom we 
have sent forward to his fate, in "time only to 
cast another slur upon the statesmanship of 
England and the resolution of the statesmen 
who guide England's councils." This sad 
prophecy was fulfilled only too literallJ~ Ap
peals and reproaches came from Gordon in 
vain j but when in May the Opposition brought 
,forward a vote of censure in the Commons, 
which was only defeated by a majority of 
twenty-eight, the Government determined to 

. despatch a relief expedition, which left Eng
land in August, and arrived too late to save 
the life of the truest hero of the nineteenth 
century. 

But Mr. Gladstone was engrossed in other 
matters. I t was necessary to unite the 
Liberals by passing some important measure, 
and if a collision with. the House of ~ords 
could be occasioned at the same time, so much 
the better for the Liberal party. The exten
sion of household suffrage to the counties 
had been accepted in principle by both parties, 
and it was clear that when it was introduced 
it must involve· a large measure of redistribu
tion of seats. The Conservatives had always 
contended that the two reforms must be 
undertaken together, or, at all events, that 
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some distinct pledge should be given that t~e 
Franchise Bill should not come into operation 
untH after the redistribution of seats had been 
effected. For some inscrutable reason, Mr. 
Gladstone decided to separate the two por
tions of his Reform Bill, contrary to logic, 
precedent, and common sense, and being sup .. 
ported by a docile majority in the .Commons, 
he was able to pass the mutilated measure 
through the Lower House. But the Lords 
were determined not to fC!-ll into the trap so 
ingeniously set for them, and in their resolu
tion they were supported by the entire strength 
of the Conservative party as well as by much 
independent public opinion. The line taken 
up by Lord Salisbury and his -adherents in this 
matter has naturally been persistently mis~ 
represented by his opponents. What his real 
view~ were will be best seen from his own 
speeches on the subject. 

On the second reading of, the Bill in the 
Lords, Lord Cairns moved ail. amendment to 
the effect that the House, 'while concurring 
in the extension of the franchise, could not 
consent to a measure which was not accom
panied by provisions for so apportioning the 

..right to return members as to ensure a -true 
and fair representation of the people, or by 
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any adequate security that the Franchise Bill 
should not come into operation ~xcept ~s 
part of an entire scheme.' In the second 
night's debate Lord Salisbury spoke. He 
began by denying that the Conservative party 
in the Upper House. or outside had any 
objection to the extension of the franchise. 
They were, as ready as their opponents to 
grant it. The point at issue between the 
Government and . the Opposition was an 
entirely different one. The Government were 
attempting to deal with the question piece
meal, and such a measure was utterly un .. 
precedented in the history of the country. 
" Never before has any Government dealt
never before, a~ all events, has any Govern
ment succ~eded iri dealing-with the question 
of the extension of the franchise without 
dealing. at the same time with the question' of 
redistribution, and never before have we been 
asked to admit a number of new voters within 
the pale ?f the constitution, without provision 
being made for redistribution of the power so 
conferred upon. them.' We have been told 
that such a perfect measure has never been 
passed j but that is a mere play upon words. 
What i!? a perfect measure ? You can deal 
with the representation of England without 

VOL. II. 0 
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affecting the representation of Scotland, and 
you can deal with the representation of 
Scotland without affecting that of Ireland; 
but you cannot extend the franchise without 
redistribution. Extension of the franchise 
and redistribution are absolutely bound 
together, and they mutually affect each other. 
Now, what are the practical results that are 
to flow from this .measure? The noble and 
learned earl who has just sat down treats the 
matter as· though it were one merely of large 
or small constituencies, and as though it does 

. not matter two straws -whether, after the 
passing of this Extension of the Franchise 
Bill, we went to an election on the old con
stituencies or the new. It is instructive to 
consider the effect that that remark of the 
noble and learned earl may have upon the 
supporters of the Government, and it throws 
considerable light upon the absence of any 
great zeal on their part with regard to the 
question of redistribution. I am bound to say 
that, if the views of the noble earl and of the 
noble lord opposite on this point are shared 
by their colleagues, that it is not necessary to 
push the question of redistribution next year 
-the only year which remains to the other 
House in which they can pass a Redistribu-
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tion Bill-we may form a very good estimate 
of what the conduct of tlte supporters of the 
Government is likely to' be, especially if the 
Government themselves are inclined to stand 
by, and do not attempt to prevent their fol
lowers from going into the lobby to negative 
the promises which they have made. There
fore the fact that the noble and learned earl 
does not regard it as a matter of great im
portance that a Redistribution Bill should 
be passed next year is one that ought not to 
be lightly passed over. 

1/ But the question is not one of mere 
theory. The hour is far too late for me to 
attempt to enter into details, but the fact 
remains, that from the first creation of our 
Parliamentary system there has been a broad 
and strong distinction between counties and 
boroughs, <l:nd between the rural and the urban 
parts of the country .. We may not always 
be able to define that distinction with pre
cision, and we may not be able always to say 
where the one begins and the other ends
that is, the character of natural, as contrasted 
with artificial, distinctions. But the distinc
tion between them is .real, and is bound up 
with our everyday life in town and country, 

. and has existed in our constitution from the -
o 2 



196 Life ana SPeeches of Lora Salis6ury. -

first. This Bill deals with those constituen.:. 
cies, which have:up to this moment been rural . 
constituencies, and it projects into them' a 
vast mass of pu'rely urban electors, and the 
result of that projection will be that, in a very 
considerable number of cases, the balance of 
power will remain, not with the rural, but 
with the urban electors, and that upon all 
points on which the interests of the one class 
are opposed tQ those of the other, the effect 
of the Bill'will be to efface the opinion of the 
rural portions of the counties and to prevent 
them from having due representation. I do 
not think that justice demands that this 
should be done in the interests of the urban 
portions of the. country, because they are 
more largely-most abundantly and even 
superfhiously-represente~ than their mere 
numbers of electors can justify. Therefore 
you are. going to give them this additional 
representation at' the expense of, and to the 
destruction of, the rural element. Another 
result of your action will be this. There has 
always been great difficulty in highly developed, 
representative systems to secure the adequate 
representation of minorities. In early time$ 
there were always a great variety of interests 
represented, and the result was that the 
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" minorities always found themselves adequately 
represented. But this Bill altogether over
looks the representation of "minot:ities. By 
minorities I do not mean the rich or the land .. 
ow~ers merely, but the middle classes, 'Lord 
Hartington, speaking on the 25th of March 
last, saved me a great deal of youble upon 
this point, because he said this measure 
would terminate the supremacy of" the tenant .. 
farmers in county constituencies., The tenant
farmers, therefore, as an electoral class will 
cease to exist politically. Well, is not the 
interest of the tenant-farmers, who have 
dorie more than any other class to give Eng
land its character for solidity, worthy to be 
protected.? It" is not only to England that 
these two great objections apply. Ids not 
only in England that minorities of special . 
portions of the population will be effaced. 
No doubt your Lordships have heard and 
-studied the v~ry interesting speech made 
by my noble friend the noble. marquis,.who so 
often represents the affairs of Ireland in this 
. House with such ability. He pointed out 
that the .effects which here would be anoma
lous and injurious, in Ireland would be fatal 
to the existence of a great class, and that a 

. class upon which the supremacy of England' 
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and the integrity of the empire largely 
depends. He showed, if I remember his 
figures aright, that whereas there is a loyal 
minority of something like a million and a 
half; if this Bill passes as it is' now, ninety
five or ninety-six per cent. of the representa
tion of Ireland will pass in~o hands to which the 
epithet loyal cannot be applied.' My Lords, 
it is a commonplace of discussion on these 
questions to tell us that our prophecies in the 
past were gloomy, and that they have not 
been fulfilled. In reference to England that 
may seem in some measure true. If it is 
true, it is a Vf~ry happy tribute to the qualities 
of our countrymen. But in respect to Ire
iand, it is unfortunately not true. In this 
House we warned you ten years ago of what 
would be the result of giving these ballots to 
Ireland. We warned you, and we did the 
best to carry our warning into effect, that the 
passing of that measure would take power 
out of the hand of those who love the English 
connection and put it in the hands of those 
who did not love it. Have we been right, or 
have we been wrong? Has not the result 
amply testified the very gloomiest warnings 
that we uttered ten years ago? The same 
warnings that we ventured then, we now utter 
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to you. This measure, in its present incom
plete and inchoate form, has, among other 
things, this disadvantage, that it seriously 
menaces the integrity of the empire. I have 
pointed out-sketchily, [ am afraid, but quite 
as lengthily as I could venture to do now-:
the danger that we apprehend from the 
passing of the measure in this form. How 
are we to meet those dangers? Noble Lords 
opposite tell us that they intend to pass a 
Redistribution Bill, and that they are able 
to fulfil their intentions. But l:!efore referring 
to them, allow me to say .one sentence in 
regard to a small school of opinion existing 
between the two great parties in this House 
-the school of opinion characteristically re
presented by the noble earl who sits on the 
cross benches. He is of opinion that we can 
pass this Bill, that we can put in a clause 
which will prevent its having effect until a 
redistribution scheme is carried, and that in 
that way we shall conjure the dangers to 
which [have referred. My Lords, we have 
had considerable experience in this House of 
what comes of amendments- of. that nature. 
We know perfectly well-the noble earl 
opposite will not contradict them-that the 
Government-we know.it from the Colonial 
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Secretary that: the Government entirely de
clines to admit any- such clause into their 
Bill. We know it from what the noble earl 
the Colonial Secretary has said. We know 
it from the emphatic language .of the Prime 
Minister. He said that any such provis.o would 
end in giving ashes instead .of .fruit to the 
population .we are intending to enfranchise. 
Well, the considerations that I wish to address 
to that small school of opinion to which I 
have referred, is that, whatever happens, their 
action will end in the failure of the Bill. 
And do they really believe that when it comes 
for discussion in the. country, anyone of those 
demagogues of whom we hear so m~ch, and 
of whom so many persons· profess to be 
afraid, will draw a distinction between the 
House .of Lords destroying the Bill by a 
resolution, and the House of Lords destroying 
it by adhering to· an amendment which the 
Government have beforehand announced that 
they are absolutely resolved to reject? It is 
idle to suppose that any distinction whatever 
will be drawn between these two methods of 
proceeding. . • . . But the main controversy 
is, are the Government able to guarantee to us, 
by their mere promise, that the Redistribution 
Bill shall pass along with. this Enfranchise. 
mentBill ? 
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"My Lords, the question of their w\llingness 

is, of course, one that I cannot and should 
not for a moment dream of contesting. No
body on this side of the House has suggested, 
and I trust· that they will not, that there is 
anything but the most perfect honesty in the 
intentions which they express of carrytng a 
Redistribution Bill next year. We have 
always found them loyal' adversaries, and I 
am quite sure none of us suspect them of 

'any backward or concealed thoughts in this 
respect. The only question is, have they 
the power to fulfil the promise which they 
make? 

" Well, we all know that they have not had 
much, power over their proceedings for the 
last four years. Why should ,we think so 
now? Weare told that it is a matter of 
absolute impossibility-that was the, word 
used with great emphasis by the Lord Chan
cellor-to pass a measure of redistribution 
and a measure of enfranchisement in the same 
year j but this' measure of enfranchisement 
has taken twenty-three sittings, and I believe 
that there, is no doubt that more than half of 
those were occupied in discussing in one 
form or another whether redistribution should 
or should not be mixed up with it. There
fore, if the two had been brought in together, 
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there would have been an addition of eleven 
sittings to the work of redistribution. Eleven 
sittings, when the Government take all the 
nights, as they do at this time, means less 
than three weeks, so that, to arrive at this 
result, it is absolutely impossible to pass a 
Redistribution Bill plus the three weeks, but 
that it is the easiest thing in the world to 
pass a Redistribution Bill without these three 
weeks. They make all the difference between 
absolute impossibility and absolute certainty. 
'But the noble lord (Lord Derby), I thought in 
a cruel and heartless spirit, talked of two 
autumns that he, sitting very comfortably in 
this House, was willing to throw on the 
shoulders of the other House. He must be 
anxious for promotion in the rariks of the 
Government. At all events, these two autumns 
he so generously gives us might at least have 
furnished us with the three weeks that make 
all the difference between uncertainty and 
absolute impossibility. My Lords, it really is 
not necessary to argue. Every one acquainted 
with the present condition of parties in the 
House of Commons knows the power that has 
been obtained by a particular section con
nected with the neighbouring isle, as well 
as the general course of business and habits 
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of the House, makes it certain no Govern
ment, not even the most powerful,' can insure 
as a matter of absolute certainty that a Re
distribution Bill should be passed before the 
dissolution. But even if it were passed, should 
we be any better? My Lords, what we want 
is, not only a Redistribution Bill, but a Redis
tribution Bill that we can handle; something 
that, if manifestly unjust, we should be able to 
modify. How should we be able to modify 
it if we had this pistol put to our heads, 
'Unless you pass this Bill, you shall have no 
Bill at all, and you go to ithe country with a 
new enfranchisement on cthe old constitu
encies ~' We shall have no power over such 
a Bill, and, therefore, not even if they were 
absolutely able to promise, they could not, if 
they once allowed this measure to pass out of 
their and our hands, engage to us that we 
should have a free hand in modifying the 
details of redistribution. 'But, my Lords, when 
we are told that terrible evils are to result 
from the course of events, we are tempted to 
ask whose fault is it. If .those horrible things 
are to come in consequence of this Bill not 
passing, why does not some member of the 
'Government get up and say, we will put a 
·clause into the Bill which shall prevent this 
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measure coming into operation until the Re
distribution Bill is passed? If they did that 
the difficulty would be at an end i if they 
refused to do that, on them and not on us 
the responsibility of any consequences will 
rest. My Lords, I ask myself what cause is 
there, what reason is stated why we should 
not take the course it is proposed to do
what harm should we do? Well, -we shall 
disappoint, we are told, two millions of people 
.who have made up their minds that this thing 
is their right. Well, if they have made up 
their minds, they have done so in a very short 
time, because we heard nothing of this im
perative necessity last year. The noble earl 
-so 'many noble earls have spoken, that I 
. know not exactly how to distinguish him, but 
I will call him the noble earl, the patron of 
Midlothian (Earl of Rose bery )-::-told us that 
this measure was ~not merely one of expediency 
-that it was a matter of justice, and he went 
on to say that the franchise was the birth
right of these two million persons, their birth
right, born of the votes of the House of 
Commons and the pledges of the election of 
1880. I did not know' before this that birth
rights were born. But be this as· it may, I 
.wish to point out that it has become a birth-
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right within ~ very recent period. We do 
not desire, we have not the slightest wish, to 
deny this birthright to those who claim it, 
and all that. can result from 'Our action is 
delay-delay which wil~ have the very whole~ 
some and salutary effect of enabling the 
proper -complement to 'this measure to be 
passed. Then we are told that delay is such 
a frightful thing, that it will bring down un
numbered curses on our heads. If that be 
so, if such haste is required in this matter, 
why have the _ Government been doing nothing 
with regard to it during the last four years j) 

A noble lord opposite has answered that 
question in a manner that is certainly credi
table to his candour. He says, I You could not 
expect a Government with a large majority 
to bring in a Bill which would render it neces
sary to dissolve Parliament.' Then it appears 
that we are not in the presence of any great 
conscientious scruples, that we are not fighting 
for eternal birthrights, or splendid principles. 
It was merely a question of Parliamentary 
tactics and -a recognition of the fact that a 
Government who has a majority does not 
wish for-a dissolution..:.-it was merely' this that 
made two million people wait who are pining 
for their votes. ' 
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'.I And yet we are told, because in the in
terest of good legislation we seek to maintain 
the precedents from which no one has ever 
before departed, that we shall bring down the 
skies, and shake the constitution of England 
to the centre. That has been the gist and 
burden of the speeches made on the other 
side of the House. We have heard nothing 
but references to the interests of this House, 
and the dangers to this House, and the 
terrible calamities that are impending over 
us. • . . . It was well said by my noble friend 
near me that if we are not misrepresented we 
shall not be misunderstood. Misunderstand
ing; if it comes, will come in consequence of 
the deliberate, persistent, careful efforts of 
those taking the side of her Majesty's Govern
ment. Well, they say, 'This misunderstand
ing is a terrible thing. Your motives may be 
perfectly pure, your action perfectly consti
tutional, but if you are misunderstood all is 
over.' But if there is an organized body· 
whose business it is to see that we shall be 
misunderstood, I do not see under what con
ditions our legislative functions can be carried 
on. I have been a long time in this. House. 
but on every important question on which 
this House has proposed to exercise an 
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independent judgment, we have always had 
this ghastly array. of misunderstanding and 
popular indignation placed before us. It is 
but-I was going to use the word threats
it is but a mere Liberal contrivance, this con
sta,nt representation of the dangers to the 
House of Lords. My Lords, we have heard 
much about the dangers this House is running. 
I heard with the greatest pleasure the speech 
of the noble duke opposite with respect to 
the position of this House. We have, as he 
says, great privileges, and those' privileges 
are balanced .by large' disabilities j but by an 
outcome and balance of those two considera
tions I feel sure that upon the view of our 
privileges as presented to us by noble lords 
opposite, no man who values his manhood 
and his self-respect, and no man who .values 
his intellectual freedom would wish to retain 
the privileges of the House upon the terms 
upon which they offer them to us. Just con
sider what the position is in regard to which 
all these grandiloquent threats are hurled at 
our heads. We have to deal with a proposal 
absolutely unprecedented-a proposal which 
affects the whole future of the legislation of 
this country. It threatens to efface some of 
the most important classes of the country, 
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and it threatens to crush minorities, and it is 
here for the first time we ask to know the 
whole plan, and we ask, if we may not know 
the whole plan, at least that such delay may 
be granted that the people may be consulted 
upon the question. Weare told that even 
this' moderate exercise of independence is 
sufficient to call down destruction on our 
heads. I do not believe a word of it i but if 
it were true, I should say that if the powers 
'entrusted to this House were fettered by 
conditions so humiliating, no man of honour 
could accept them. I will not at this hour 
detain your Lordships further, though the 
subject is endless. I will only say this, that the 
arguments which are addressed to us having 
reference to existing agitations or to impending 
processions and demonstrations, seem to me 
the idlest of all. We know perfectly that 
demonstrations and expressions of anger can 
be produced to order .. We know that there 
are plenty of Radicals in this country, and if 
it pleases them to walk up and down the roads 
and spend their Sunday in the parks and to 
do other things from which they may derive 
wholesome exercise, we know that that gives 
no indication whatever of the real opinion of 
the majority of the constituencies, which is 
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the only opinion for which we care. A noble 
.lord reproached us, saying that we wished to 
force a dissolution; but he reproached us 
wrongfully. Apart from this question we had 
no wish to force a dissolution. If I could 
separate the patriotic from the party view, I 
should say-though it is a ghastly thing to 
say-that matters were going on cqarmingly 
in Egypt. The longer the Government have 
that matter in hand, the more hopeless will 
be the muddle they will make of it, the more 
completely they will discredit themselves. 
As a mere party matter, we have no desire to 
force a dissolution, but we do-with reference 
to this great revolution in the machinery for 
electing the members of the House of Com-

. mons-we do ~rge upon the Government, 
,not only the prudence, but the justice of con
sulting the people. We do urge upon them 
that they have no right to make these vast 
constitutionai changes without formally con
sulting the opinions of those by whose 
authority they really in the long-run make 
them, and whose interests will be affected. 

"I know wh,at the answer to this will be. 
We shall be accused of desiring to keep these 
electors off the franchise. We. shall be 
accused of distrusting those whom it is pro-
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posed to add. to the franchise. I repudiate 
all such charges. They are utterly unjustified 
by anything we have done, or by any opinions 
we have expressed. Weare taking the course 
which is the true safeguard of the liberties 
of the people, and of the institutions of the 
country, in the presence of vast proposals 
wholly unprecedented, in the presence of a 
proposal for a change which is admitted to be 
so tremendous that it exceeds the effects of the 
Revolution of 1688. In the presence of such 
vast proposals we appeal to the people. We 
have no fear of the humiliation with which 
we are threatened. We do not shrink from 
bowing to the opinion of the people, ·whatever 
~hat opinion may be. If it is their judgment 
.that there should be enfranchisement without 
redistribution, I should bevery much surprised. 
but I sHould not attempt to dispute their . 
decision. But now that the people have in 
no real sense been consulted, when they had 
at the last election no notion of what was 
coming upon them, I feel that we are bound, 
as guardians of their interests, to call upon 
the Government to appeal to the people, and 
by the result of that appeal we will abide." 

Lord Cairns' amendment was carried by a 
majority of fifty-nine, and the Government at 
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once announced their intention of abandoning 
the Franchise Bill, and reintroducing it at an 
autumn session. Lord Salisbury's demand 
for an appeal to the people was rejected. A 
dissolution, Ministers knew only too well, 
must result in a very considerable decrease in 
the number of their followers, even if it did 
not give their opponents an actual majority. 
They preferred to wait until they had 
thoroughly manipulated the constituencies in 
the Liberal interest. Meanwhile they had 
recourse to their favourite weapons of agita
tion and misrepresentation, which served the 
double purpose of distracting for a while 
popular attention from the hideous muddle in 
Egypt, and of uniting the Liberal ,sections 
together and providing them with a cry. For 
three or four months the newspapers contaiQed 
little' else but accounts of meetings and 
demonstrations, the House of Lords was 
denounced, and Lord Salisbury was the best
abused man in the thre,e kingdoms. But to 
the immense astonishment of their opponents, 
the Conservatives showed that they could 
meet agitation with agitation, demonstration 
with demonstration, invective and misrepre
sentation with argument and appeal to facts. 
The Conservative leaders came forward most 
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energetically and addressed vast masses of 
their fellow-countrymen, and by the middle of 
October, despite the attempts of their oppo
nents to misrepresent their position, they had 
made it clear to the country that what the 
Conservative party was fighting for was not 
any selfish or factious advantage, nor the 
privileges of a class, but the liberties of the 
people which were threatened by an arrogant 
Minister and a tyranpical Caucus. At length 
the Radical party, finding their sophistries 
exposed, descended to open violence, and the 
Aston Riots will be long remembered, with 
their accompaniment of forgery,as a proof 
of . what an unscrupulous agitation against 
argument and justice must inevitably lead to. 

Lord Salisbury showed no signs of shrink
ing from the battle. In the City, at· Man
chester, at Sheffield, and in Scotland, he 
spoke with his accustomed clearness and 
vigour, and perhaps the most noticeable 
feature of the whole ,of that period of "storm 
and stress" was the great increase of popu
larity which the Conservative leader gained. 
Even his opponents were .forced to acknow
ledge the brilliance of his wit, the loftiness of 
his oratory, and the clearness of his logic i 
while his followers felt that they possessed in 
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Lord Salisbury a leader of whose, genius they 
might well be proud, and who would at no 
very distant date lead them to victory. The 
controversy has passed away, and the future 
historian will perhaps marvel at the noise 
which it occasioned. Most of the speeches, 
and their name was Legion, are interred in 
the pages of the Times and other journals, 
and t~eir rest will never be disturbed j but 
Lord Salisbury's speech to the deputations 
from the various Conservative Associations of 
London and Middlesex deserves for many 
reasons to be rescued from oblivion. It is a 
clear' and unanswerable statement of the 
Conservative position, and though not per
haps superior as an oratorical effort to his 
later speeches at the Pomona Gardens, 
Manchester, or at Sheffield, yet it struck 
a key-note which re-echoed through the 
country during the recess, and contributed in 
no small degree to the discomfiture and 
surrender of the Government, and it is, 
therefore, • thought advisable to give this 
important speech verhatz'm. After the dif
ferent deputations had been introduced by 
the Lord Mayor, Lord Salisbury said,-
. H'My Lord Mayor, ladies, and gentlemen, I 
listened to' the resolutions which were read 
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one after another from the various deputa
tions which constitute this very remarkable, 
significant, and representative meeting, and I 
could not help wondering why it was that the 
truths which seemed to be so obvious. had 
not made their impression upon her Majesty's 
Government. Why, having this great work 
to ·do, did they deliberately depart from the 
pract~ce of all which had gone before them 
and raise up gratuitous difficulties in their 
way? It was not from any ignorance on 
their part of the importance of redistribution 
as an integral portion of reform. ~ need 
only quote that sentence of Mr. Bright's 
which has been quoted again and again, but 
which I should like to see prefixed as a 
sort of text to every Conservative semlOn. 
'Repudiate without mercy any Bill that any 
Government whatever may introduce, what
ever its seeming concessions may be, if it 
does riot redistribute the seats that are 
obtained from the extinction of small 
boroughs amongst the large towns.' But 
their knowledge was not such ancient history 
as that. Mr. Bright seems to imagine that 
he has entirely explained away his utterance 
given publicly in 1859 by reciting a private 
note which he says he wrote to Lord 
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Beaconsfield in 1867, and he concludes in 
the most self-satisfied way that he has 
entirely explained his. previous declaration. 
But his colleague on the platform was not 
less conscious of the necessity of a redistri
bution of seats. Only on Saturday Lord 
Hartington is reported to have said, 'We 
admit the inconvenience which will arise if a 
dissolution should take place.' If a dissolu
tion should take place, as if Mr. Chamberlain 
and th~ wi,-e-pullers were not perfectly 
resolved on that matter! . I We admit the 
inconvenience which will arise- if any 
dissolution should take place with the 
extended numbers of the existing consti
tuencies. We know that that will be no fair 
representation of the people.' Well, at least 
Lord Hartington knew perfectly well what he 
was about. Then, what was. the motive 
which induced them to undertake this 
eccentric and abnormal plan of reform? 
Well, we had some difficulty in measuring it 
at first. We were told that it was the extra
ordinary block .in" the House of Commons,' as 
jf blocks in the House of Commons had 
never existed before the year 1884. Butt 
fortunately, as the controversy went on 
candour increased: It is one of the advan-
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tages of the thorough discussion which I 
hope this question will receive between this 
and November that all false pretences and all 
hollow pretexts will be dissipated, and the 
cause which logically and constitutionally is 
in the tight will be triumphantly ·established.· 
You know that Mr. Gladstone at the Foreign 
Office told us that it was necessary that 
some pressure' should be a.pplied to the 
House of Commons, that he could not hope 
to pass his Redistribution Bill nnless it was 
put before them in such a manner that they 
were to understand that if they had no 
Redistribution Bill they sh(;mld have to go to 
the existing constituencies with the new 
franchise. That speech of Mr. Gladstone's 
at the Foreign' Office has been apologized 
for and slurred over. People intimate that 
he was not exactly posse~ed of. his usual 
presence of mind when he made it, and that 
indeed must have been the case, or otherwise 
how could he ·deliberately. impute to me 
words which I never uttered, and not only 
impute them, but make them the basis of 
a long, and elaborate, and most injurious 
indictment? He could not have made that 
statement if his memory had been in its 
usual c-ondition. But now Lord Hartington 
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comes forward and explains to us that it was 
not merely some spontaneous exuberance of 
Mr. Gladstone's indignation that produced 

. this explanation. I t was th~ deliberate 
purpose of the Government to establish' a 
machine for controlling and coercing the 
judgrrient of the House' of Commons' and of 
the House of Lords. Lord Hartington on: 
Saturday said, I We know that the passing 
of any' really rational or fair Redistribution 
Bill is an impossibility unless Parliament and 
all shades of political opinion are acting 
under some pressure and .compulsion, and 
that compulsion to the House gf Commons 
and to the House of Lords was to be applied 
by the creature of Parliament, the Prime 
Minister of the day. Such a pretension has' 
never before been made in our history. The 
most encroaching' monarchs have never 
ma1e it. It has never been pretended that 
any man" however high his pretensions and' 
great his authority, should have the power 
given to him of applying pressure and com
pulsion to Parliament in the discharge of its 
legislative duties. Well, it is a tremendous 
claim. Let us look what grounds have we 
for believing that such a power,. so un-' 
exampled, so without parallel in English 
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history, will be exercised with equity and with 
justice. Mr. Gladstone-I do· not wish to 
use any harsh language in the matter, but 
this lies on the sudace of current history
Mr. Gladstone has been pre-eminent among. 
statesmen for the rigour with which he 
has used a victory when he has obtained 
it; for the determination with which he has 
pressed to the utmost limit any advantage 
he has obtained over those opposed to him. 
I t is not, therefore, to his hands that we 
should like to trust ourselves, without con
dition and without defence. And if we look 
to his past conduct, to the past conduct of 
the Liberal party, or to the professions which 
they now put forward in respect to this very 
question of redistribution, it does not exalt 
our confidence. I should like to remind you 
of a little incident in the last redistribution 
that took place-the redistribution of 1868-
which throws a flood of light on Mr. Bright's 
views of justice in this matter. There is 
a certain suburb of Birmingham which is 
named Aston. It runs in the counties of 
North Warwickshire and East Worcester
shire. At the last redistribution the com
missioners-impartially selected men-re
commended that this, which was a suburb 
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of Birmingham, and was in continuity with it, 
and was simply part of the town~ should be 
made part of the borough of Birmingham~ 
The matter came before the House of 
Commons. The Liberal party, though the 
Opposition, were in a majority. Distinctly 
because this subm:b of Aston might have the 
effect of influencing in the direction which he 
wished the counties of N orth Warwickshire 
and East W orcestershire, distinctly because 
it belonged to a community in which the 
ideas that he admired prevailed, Mr. Bright 
insisted that the recommendation of the 
commissioners should be discarded, arid that 
Aston-though it was really part of B~rming
ham-should be thrown into North Warwick
shire and East W orcestershire, for the 
purpose of controlling, by a population which 
he hoped was devoted to him and imbued 
with his ideas, a population that he had 
reason to think was adverse to him. He was 
supported by the Liberal party, and a 
majority reversed the decision of the com
mISSIoners. Now, we do not often. have a 
case which shows the precise spirit in which 
the leading statesman of the dominant party 
will approach a question of that kind; but 
that particular case of Aston might be multi. 



220 Lifo and Speeches of Lord Salisbury. 

plied a hundred times. It involves the whole 
que~tion of the separation of interests in this 
country. It involves the whole question of 
keeping alive those rural communities which 
have existed from the first beginning of our 
Parliamentary system. It involves, above 
all, the avoidance of arrangements devised to 
give exceptional power to populations which 
are impregnated with -the political doctrines 
of the Ministry of the day. Now, we may 
be quite sure that if Parliament is to be 
under compulsion and pressure-that means 
to say, if they are forced to accept any 
redistribution scheme which the Government 
offers "them-this precedent and model of 
Aston will be followed in every county in the 
kingdom. But we need not go to instances 
of the past. Let us look to what we know of 
Mr. Gladstone's own professions upon this 
question of redistribution. He has not told 
us much. Most of his assertions of principle 
are very little better than platitudes. But 
one thing he has told us, and that is that the 
communities which are at a distance from 
London are to be better represented than the 
communities which are close. Now "at first 
sight that seemed like one of those fantastic 
theories which sometimes cross the brain 
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of a man of genius, but when you look a little 
closer there is method in the madness. Let 

. us first look at the distant counties which are 
to be enfranchised. I will confine myself to 
this island. We get into hot. water directly 
we get into Ireland. But confining ourselves 
to this island only, there is Cornwall. I 
suppose that is a distant county. That has 
been uniformly' Liberal since the Reform Bill. 
Then there are the Highlands of Scotland. 
I suppose that Scotland is a. distant county. 
Well, in Scotland the increase of Liberalism, 
especially among the distant· counti~s, has, 
to' our· misfortune, been very considerable. 
Twenty years ago we had fifteen Scotch 
county members. Now we have only six out 
of thirty-two. Wales, again, that is a distant 
county-one of the counties· to be specially 
favoured under this scheme. Well, in Wales 
twenty years ago we had a majority. Now we 
have only two out of thirty seats. So that 
those' places wh~ch' Mr. Gladstone wished, by 
special exception from the numerical principle 
to give a decided advantage to, were places 
in which his own particular politics were 
violently on the increase. Well, the circum
ference is to be favoured, because it is 
Glad~tonian. Now, let us look a.t the centre, 
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which is to receive no favour. Twenty and 
thirty years ago we had not a single Con
servative member in the metropolis. In 
1874, dealing with the constituencies which 
existed then for the sake of comparison, we 
should have had-but for the minority seat 
which is an artificial arrangement in this city 
-we should have had half the members for 
the metropolis. So that you see what the 
.centre is which is to be treated with marked 
disfavour so far as the Gladstone scheme is 
concerned. Do you think that is wholly 
accidental? I find it difficult to bring myself 
to such a conclusion. And it seems to me 
that that is a guiding line, and that that 
is a principle which will animate the people 
when they corne to consider the Ministerial 
redistribution scheme. I heard my right 
hon. friend say-and I cannot help stealing 
the phrase from him-that it would be a 
redistribution scheme by results. I t will be 
favourable, so far as it can decently be done, 
to those parts of the country. where Liberal 
principles obtain, and unfavourable to those 
parts where Conservatism is at present in 
the ascendant. And to show you how 
embarrassing is this problem of redistribution, 
how strongly it presses on statesmen, how 
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incomplete any measure of reform is without 
it, I should like to compare the representa
tionof the communities represented in thi~ 

room with the representation of that favoured 
county where Mr. Gladstone lives to which I 
have just referred-the principality of Wales. 
Whereas the principality represents some 
1,400,000 inhabitants, we in this room re.
present some 5,000,000. Is it possible with 
that fact before you, to go forward with 
a Reform Bill that shall not include redistri
bution? Is it possible that, knowing that 
Mr. Gladstone has laid down a principle that 
will uplift Wales and depress the. metropolis, 
we should feel confidence and allow him to 
draw' up his own .Redistribution Bill? And we 
have heard something of blank cheques j but . 
this is not merely a blank cheque-this is a 
blank disposal of all that we possess for all 
time, given into the hands of a man WJlO, by 
the previous conduct of his partt and by his 
own previous utterances,· has given us every 
reason to mistrust him. I meet with the 
statement that it is very unconstitutional for 
the House of Lords to indicate when her 
Majesty's Government may in their wisdom 
please to dissolve Parliament. Well, I 
should .have said, as a. matter of constitu-



2'24 Life and Speeches of Lord Salisbury. 

tional law, that the person who dissolves 
Parliament is her Majesty the Queen, and 
that that "is one of the few cases in which 
necessarily, by the hypothesis of the Minister 
being in issue, or being supposed to be in issue 
with the people, it is preCisely one of the 
cases in which the Sovereign cannot abandon 
her will absolutely to. the guidance of her 
advisers. But now there is the question, how 
.far it is legitimate for the House of Lords to 
press for a dissolution. Well, I think that 
any such claim on the part of the House of 
Lords simply would not be justified by the 
Constitution. But the House of Lords has a 
right to say this-' We do not approve of the 
measure you bring before us. If you like to 
accept its rejection, well and good i if you 
object to its rejection your remedy is to 
appeal to the people.' And we do not think 
that lJnder the Constitution there i~ any 
other remedy than that. But with respect to 
the right, not only in the House of Lords but 
in all of us, of pressing for a dissolution of 
Parliam.ent, I admit that if it was to be done 

'in respect to ordinary measures of' cQn-
troversy, or the ordinary legislation on which 
we have to decide, . it would be matter 
of considerable inconvenience if we were 
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to interfere with the discretion which is 
ordinarily reposed in the advisers of the 
Crown. But the fallacy, the fundamental 
fallacy of all the reasonings of Ministerial 
arguers upon this point is that they ignore 
the fact that it is not a common question of 
legislation, it is a vital question, it is a 
question of the revision of the ~onstitution. 
And in neither· of the other- popularly 
governed countries is the revision of . the 
Constitution treated even so lightly as we 
desire and are content to treat it. Look 
what they do in France. In France they 
have, curiously enough, the contemporaneous 
phenomenon of a Liberal Minister who is 
·trying to alter the constitution of the country 
in the hopes that it may affect agreeably the 
constitution of the next assembly that he has 
to meet. I presume that that is acharac
teristic of Liberal Ministers all over the world . 

. That whenever they don't know how to get a 
majority in any other way they try to revise 
the Constitution; . but it· cannot be done bya 
simple Bill in France as it can in England. 
There is ~n. elabor~te process. of revision. 
A congress must be· called under certain 
guarantees, and guarantees of a tolerably 
stringent character. It is not treated In an 

VOL. II. Q 
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ordinary manner, and the very fullest recog
nition is given to the right of the second 
Chamber to make its own opinions heard and 
felt in the conduct of that revision. Well, 
but we pass from France, with which we have 
only a certain point of analogy, and go to 
our kith and kin on the other side of the 
Atlantic, who, full of English· traditions, but 
cut off by circumstances from Monarchy, set 
up a Republic according to their own judg
ment for - themselves.· What did they do? 
They surrounded the question of the revision 
of the Constitution with the most qlinute ·and 
elaborate guarantees. It can only be pro
posed, in the first instance, by a two-thirds 
majority in both of the Houses of the 
Legislature, and when it has been proposed 
tha1 is not sufficient. It has to be submitted 
to each State of the country, and passed 
there by three-fourths of the States. That is 
the amount of security which the Anglo
Saxon mind, by circumstances cast loose 
from tradition, has judged to be absolutely 
necessary in the conduct of a popular 
Government. And. now, because the House 
of Lords interposes, and says that by a vote 
of a House of Commons, in the fifth year of 
its existence, passed at the bidding of a 
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. dictatorial Minister-and thrown into an un
precedented form-because the House of 
Lords demurs to such a measure passing into. 
law without the people having been con
sulted, you are told that they have been· 
guilty of some strange and intolerablearro
gance. Just consider for a" moment what 
the authority of the House of Commons is. 
I wish to speak of the House of Commons 
with the highest respect, and there is no 
doubt that, for ordinary purposes, dealing 
with ordinary Bills,. its authority is full and 
unquestioned to the term of its natural 
career j but when it lays hands upon the 
Constitution for the purpose 'of revising it, a 
very different state of things arises, and then 
you cannot tum away your attention from the 
fact that it is a House of Commons on the 
decline-that it has already existed longer 
than the average of Parliaments which have 
been since the Reform Bill of I832-the 
average is f~ur years and two months, and 
we have passed that-and that its action is 
discredited and disavowed by every election 
that takes place in those constituencies 
'which this Bill is' intended to affect. You, 
tell me that this Bill has been passed by the. 
repi-ese~tatives of the people. In a legal 

. Q 2 
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sense they are the representatives· of the 
people-in a legal sense every Act of 
Parliament is submitted to the unfettered will 
of the Sovereign, the House of Lords, and 
the House of Commons; but if you pass 
from a legal to an actual sense they are· not 
the representatives of the people, they are 
the representatives of what the people were 
five years ago. And between that day and 
this there is an absolute gulf, so completely 
has the whole surface of the political world 
changed, so entirely different are all the 
objects of political controversy and interest, 
so utterly have passed away the burning 
questions upon which the last election was 
decided. Now Mr. Bright tries to dispose of 
the House of Lords by saying that it is a 
T~ry caucus. He tries to give you the im
pression that it was a Tory· caucus under 
Lord Aberdeen and Lord Palmerston, for he 
menti,ons their names. But my memory, I 
think, is as fresh as Mr. Bright's. ) can per
fectly remember what took place in the House 
of Lords, for instance. We will not deal with 
Lord Aberdeen's Government. We will deal 
with Lord Palmerston's. There were two 
great questions which shook the Ministry 
and closely divided the House of Commons. 
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They were two of the most burning questions 
of the day. They were the questions of. the 
Chinese' War and the Danish War. The 
decision of one of them. forced Lord Palmer
ston to dissolve. The decision of the other 
in his favour was Tegarded as the great 
victory of his Administration. How did 
the House of Lords, this Tory caucus, vote? 
On both occasions the Lords assembled at 
Westminster votep. in favour of Lord Palmer
ston. The truth is, that until Mr. Gladstone 
became a: leading figure-became the leader 
of the Liberal party-there was no talk about 
this permanent majority in the House of 
Lords, and my belief is that if ever Mr 
Gladstone ceases to be the leader of the. 
Liberal party there will then be no longer that 
decided Tory majority in the House of Lords. 
For whatever else you ·may say about his 

.legislation, at least there can be no doubt of 
this, that he has applied principles to. the 
rights of property of his fellow-subjects which 
we never heard of 'in this England of ours 
before. Whether they were right or wrong, 
they were absolutely new, and they seemed 
to lead nO.t only to gross injustice in the pre
sent, but to an illimitable horizon of spolia
tion in the future, and therefore it is that in 
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the legislative body which has special charge 
of those -interests and those t:ights, and to 
watch over the conservance and the protec
tion of those rights of our fellow-citizens-that 
in them that alarm at Mr. Gladstone's pro
ceedings has spread and increased with every 
year. I told you when Lord Palmers ton was 
in office he was able on great critical ques
tions to obtain a majority in the House of 
.Lords. Since that time fifty-one Liberal 
peers have been ·created against only thirty
one Conservatives, and yet the normal ma
jority is between fifty and seventy against 

. the Government in the House of Lords. Is 
it surprising that the Lords have felt some
. thing of that apprehension which has spread 
to every class and interest and industry in 
this country ? Look around, where will you 
find men who count on a secure and certain 
f~ture in the history of trade? Everywhere 
you will hear of industry languishing, of com

. merce unable to find profitable channels, of 
the hearts of men of business failing them for 
fear, of banks refusing to receive money on 

, deposit because they do not know where to 
invest it-every sign of the presence over the 
,community of a great apprehension, of the 
disappearance of that old security which made 
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property in England seem as solid as the 
rocks upon which England· herself was 
founded. That time has passed away. Men 
will not invest as they formerly would j men 
are not employee! as they formerly were; 
capitalists do not· gain profit j the working 
classes are ceasing in many places to gain 

. livelihoods. Is it surprising that this appre
hension, which has reached so many classes· 
of their countrymen, should deeply infect the 
Peers as well, and that the spadow of Mr. 
Gladstone's formidable individuality should 
be thrown alike upon the judgment and the 
appreheRsions of English Peers as upon the 
industry, the commerce, and the labour upon 
which this country depends ? Well, Mr .. 
Bright tells us that he does not go into the 
question whether· the House of Lords has 
done right or wrong i he seems to abuse the 

. House of Lords, and to desire to prove that 
they are a very disreputable body of men, 
who hold a title which he wishes to discredit. 
But I venture to say, and I submit it to the 
judgment of those who wish to consider this 
controversy impartially, that the merits of 
the House of Lords have nothing whatever 
to do with the case. The question is not 
what tl,le House of Lords are, or how they got, . . 
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there, but whether they did right or wrong. 
It would be no excuse for them if they had 
not done their duty, to say they have some 
doubts about the validity of their title to 
be there. That distinguished assembly over 
which my right hon. friend the Lord Mayor 
presides in the City of London, have at least 
this in common with the House of Lords, that 
they have been doomed by a distinguished 
statesman. The decree has gone forth from 
the lips of Sir William Harco!J.rt that the one 
shall cease to exist as the decree has gone 
forth from the lips of Mr. Bright that the 
House of Lords shall cease to exist j and I 

"think it is quite possible that both assemblies 
will continue to exist to do useful work for a 
very long time. If the Corporation were to 
refuse to assemble to-morrow and to perform 
their ordinary duties, would it be any excuse 
for them to say, I Oh, we are condemned by 
Sir W. Harcourt, or by any other statesmen, 
and it is perfectly impossible that we can 
go on performing our duties.' Well, if the 
House of Lords had not performed what, I 
think, I have shown to you to be the elemen
tary duty of a second Chamber, to prevent 
the first Chamber from using its power to filch 
a perpetuity of political predominance for one 
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party in the State, if the House of Lords had 
refused to do its duty, on the groul1d that 
some Radicals thought that the country 
had an objection to the principles on which 
it is formed, would it not have been guilty of 
the most cowardly and craven action that you 
can positively conceive? It is a question 
which we shall be ready to argue when the 
time comes-the question as to the constitu
tion of the second Chamber, and what is the 
best way in which it shall be upheld, and 
whatever its present theoretical difficulties, 
you will not in practice much improve upon 
the House of Lords. That has nothing to do 
with the question we have in hand. The 
'question is, if the House of Lords does its 
duty, could it have acted otherwise than we 
have done? What is it after all that we 
have done? We have seen this strange and 
sinister spectacle of a Minister claiming to 
resist by the compulsion of the House of 
Commons the action of the House of Lords. 
\V e have seen him applying that principle, 
not to ordinary principles of legislation, but 
to the most vital matter in which a delibera
tive assembly can be engaged-the reform of 
the Constitution. 'Ve have seen him tam
pering with . the very springs of political 
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power. We have seen him do that in a man
ner unexampled and without precedent, and 
the House of Lords said to him, 'You shall 
not exercise this unprecedented power; you 
shall not claim this right of compulsion; yol,l 
shall not model the constitution according to 
your will and the interests of the dominant 
party of the day.' We are prepared to resist 
your power unless you will be able to assure 
us and prove to us that the people by whom 
alone you exist, by whose mandate you hold 
power, sanctions this strange exercise of 
power, and we utterly repudiate the idea that 
in assuming that attitude we shall be miscon
strued by our' countryxpen. I am sure that 
they will feel that in this, as in so many other 
cases, liberty has had to fear chiefly from the 
hands of its professed friends. We have been 
'maintaining the essential conditions on which 
,popular government reposes, and we have 
'peen upholding the true and ancient principles 

. ~f English liberty." " 
'Parliament ,reassembled on the 23rd of 

October under very different conditions from 
what the Government had hoped. They had 
fully expected that the result of three months' 
agitation would have been the complete col
Japse o~ the House of Lords, "brought face 
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to face with an indignant people," that the 
Opposition would be crushed, the Franchise 
Bill passed rapidly through both Houses, and 
that Christmas would witness the entire 
victory of Ministers. Alas for the vanity of 
human expectations! The recess had served 
to strengthen the Conservative party, to make 
.clear who were the real friends of the people, 
to prove the great popularity which the 
House of Lords enjoyed, aI].d to emphasize 
the essential differences of opinion which 
existed in the Liberal camp. It was obvious 
directly Parliament met, that, unless Ministers 
were prepared to dissolve Parliament or resign 
office, they must agree with their adversaries 
quickly. The election of 1874 was a warning 
. against dissolution, and a marvellous tenacity 
in clinging to· office has been the marked 
characteristic of all Liberal Governments. 
Accordingly, despite Mr. Chamberlain's brave 
assertion that not an inch would be conceded 
to the Lords, not only did Ministers consent 
to introduce the Redistnbution Bill before the 
Franchise Bill had passed the Upper House, 
but they agreed to modify the Seats Bill in 
accordance with the wishes of the Con:
servative leaders. Lord Salisbury and Sir 
.stafford Northcote met Mr. Gladstone and 
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two other Ministers, and helped to pro
duce a measure of Redistribution which, 
even in the opinion of Radicals them
selves, was much more satisfactory than 
the original Ministerial scheme, and the 
Premier paid a high tribute to the ability, 
loyalty, and good faith which Lord Salisbury 
had shown throughout the whole transaction. 
The stand which· had been made by the Peers 
was thoroughly. successful i it ensured the 
country against a partial and unsatisfactory 
Reform Bill i it showed the impotence of the 
Caucus against the wishes of the people, and 
it broke the prescription of Ministerial des
potism. 

The relief expedition was meanwhile slowly 
travelling up the ·Nile, and the country was 
waiting hopefully for the news that Gordon 
.had been rescued and the Mahdi defeated, 
·when the terrible announcement reached Eng
land that Lord Salisbury's prediction had been 
fulfilled, and that Lord W olseley was too late 
to save the hero and those whom he was 
protecting from treachery and massacre. 

The measure of the Government was indeed 
Jull. For barely five years had they directed 
the destinies of England, and they had been 
years of almost unparalleled misfortune and dis-

.. 
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grace. To parody the words of Horace Wal
pole, we were forced to ask every morning wh,at 
fresh disaster there was, lest we should miss 
one. Millions of money had been Wilsted, 
thousands of lives sacrificed to the irresolution 
and impolicy of the Cabinet. England will 
long remember that it was during the second 
Gladstone ,Administration that she lost such" 
men as Lord Frederick Cavendish, Sir Georg~, 
Colley, Captain Gill, and Professor Palmer i 
Colonel Burnaby, General Earle, and Sit
Herbert Stewart, and greatest of all, General 
Gordon j but they will not have died in vain 
if thereby their fellow-countrymen have been 

- taught to distrust Midlothian promises, and 
to discard political sentimentalism. " 

When Parliament met on the 19th 'of 
February; 1885, the fall of the Gladstone 
Government seemed 'at ,hand. Sir Stafford 
N orthcote in the Commons and Lord Salis .. 
bury in the Lords gave noti"ce of votes of 
censure. In the Lower House the Govern
ment just escaped defeat by a narrow majority, 
while in the Upper House Lord Salisbury's 
motion was carried by 189 ~o 68. His 
speech on this occasion forms an unanswer
able indictment against the Ministry, as well 
as a valuable summary of the relations be-
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tween this country and Egypt during the last 
four years. The lame attempts of Lord 
Northbrook and other Ministers to reply to 
it only served to show the utter weakness of 
die case, and to contrast the feeble polity of 
divided counsels with the resolute purpose of 
a patriotic statesman. After such a speech 
and such replies the existence of the Govern
ment becomes impossible. Their flimsy pre
tences have been exposed, the subterfuges 
under which they tried to conceal themselves 
have been torn away, and they are seen to be 
incapable of guiding with credit or 'success 
the fortunes of the pettiest state in Europe. 
much less a mighty empire during one of the 
critical periods of her history. 

This book cannot conclude more fittingly 
than with the speech of Lord Sal~sbury on 
the 26th of February-a speech which showed 
that England had at least one statesman to 
whom she might look in her hour of need. 

The words of Lord Salisbury's motion of 
censure were; " That this House, having taken 
into consideration the statements that have 
been made on behalf of her Majesty's Govern
ment, is of opinion that the deplorable failur~ 
of the Soudan Expedition to obtain its object 
has been due _ to the undecided councils of 
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the Government and to the culpable delay 
attending the commencement of operations j 
that the policy of abandoning the whole of 
the Soudan after the conclusion of military 
operations will be dangerous to Egypt and 
inconsistent with the interests of the empire," 
and in rising to move its adoption, he said, 
(( The motion which I have the honour to lay 
before your Lordships has a double aspect-
it passes judgment on the past, and expresses 
an opinion with regard to the policy of the 
future. Some people receive with consider
able impatience the idea that, at the present 
crisis of our country's destiny, we should 
examine into the past, and spend our time iIi 
judging of that which cannot be recalled. 
But I think that such objections are unrea
sonable. We depend, in one of the greatest 
crises through which our country has ever· 
passed, on the wisdom and decision of those 
who guide our counsels, and we can only 
judge of what dependence is rightly to be 
placed by examining their conduct in the 
past, and seeing whether what they have 
done justifies us in continuing that confidence 
in the difficulties which are to· come. Now, 
whatever else may be said ot the conduct of 
her Majesty's Government, I think those who 
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examine it carefully will find that it follows a 
certain rule and system, and that in that 
sense, if in no other, it is consistent. Their 
conduct at the beginning of the Egyptian 
affair has been analogous to their conduct at 
the end; throughout there has been an un
willingness to come to any requisite decision 
till the last moment. There has been an 
absolute terror of fixing upon any st;ttIed 
course, and the result has been that, when 
the time came that external pressure forced 
a decision on some definite course, the 
moment for satisfactory action had already 
passed, and the measures that were taken 
were taken in haste, with little preparation, 
and often with little fitness for the emergen
cies with which they had to cope. The con
duct of the Government has been an alterna
tion of periods of slumber and periods of 
rush. The rush, however vehement, has been 
too unprepared and too unintelligent to repair 
the damage which the period of slumber has 
effected. I do not wish tQ go far back into 
the Egyptian Question, but it is necessary to 
point out the uniformity of the character and 
conduct of the Government. The first com .. 
rnencement of ~ur trouble was the height to 
which Arabi's rebellion was allowed to go. 
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The Go\"emment knew \"ery well the danger 
of Arabi while he was yet a small man and 
had little inBuence. They were perlectly 
a..-are of the mischief he was bre1ring, but 
they not only declined to act themselves, but, 
unless they have been greatly maligned, they 
pre\"ented the local authorities from acting. 
They also prennted .Arabi from being re
mo\"ed, as he should ha\"e been, from the 
confines of Egypt, by which, had it been 
done, all the evil would hare been a\"erted. 
"nile this enterprise was going on the 
Go\"emment reposed in absolute security, and 
took no e£fecti\"e measure till the pressure of 
public opinion forced upon them the mo\"e
ment of the fleet into the harbour of Alexan
dria. That was a \"ery fair illustration of 
the vice which characterized their policy. 
That movement was made suddenly, with no 
preparation, and forced us into what followed. 
The fleet was mo\"ed in; as a matter of course 
Arab~ resisted, and the fleet, as was ineritable, 
suddenly replied j and then it..-as found that 
there were no forces to land and back up the 
action that was taken. The result of that 
imprudence was that not only was the 
Kbedi\"e's throne shaken and the fidelity of 
his army utterly de~troyed, but the to\rn and 
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fortifications of Alexandria were grievously 
injured, and that tremendous debt for the 
injury to Alexandria was incurred which still 
remains as a burden upon Egyptian finance, 
an~ a hindrance to all negotiations for the 
settlement of foreign claims. That was the 
first specimen of their period of slumber, 
followed by a sudden an~ unprepared rush. 
Then came the question of the Soudan. It 
was no new question, for before the battle of 
Tel.el-Kebir the Mahdi was already in arms. 
It was a matter with which anybody who 
undertook to deal with the destiny of Egypt 
ought to have been familiar and ready with a 
decision. But none was at hand, and matters 
were allowed to drift. The Government, 
plunged in absolute torpor, seemed to have 
but one care-that they should escape the 
nominal responsibility, though real responsi
bility must inevitably attach to their action. 
Their despatches, one after another, during 
that period,. merely repeated the' old burden, 
that the Government had no' responsibility. 
The result was that the unhappy Hicks went 
into the Soudan wretchedly equipped, with 
an army beneath the number he ought to 
have had, and composed of men turned out 
as worthless from the Egyptian army. The 
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inevitable result followed ........ a result at which 
her Majesty's Governmen~ had no reason to 
be surprised, for they were warned of the 
danger by their own confidential agents, yet 
absolutely declined to interfere. They hoped 
by disclaiming responsibility to escape the 
consequences of their own neglect. Hicks' 
~rmy was totally destroyed, and not a man 
escaped to tell. the tale, and then the 
Government awoke from the period of 
slumber, and the period of rush began. 
They adopted two measures, both 'of them, 
as inadt;quate and inapplicable to the cir
cumstances as it was possible to conceive, 
and both big with future trouble. In the 
first place they announced suddenly to the 
world and to Egypt that Egypt must aban .. 
don the Soudan. It was impossible tb have, 
conceived a more stupendous political blunder. 
It was. a proclamation to our enemies that 
they should enjoy impunity, and to our 
friends that they would be handed over with
out mercy to those who claimed to overcome 
them. But that announcement was made, 
and from that moment the fate of the garri. 
sons scattered over the Soudan was sealed. 
The fate of the· garrison of Khartoum was 
brought home.to them forcibly, but did th~y 

R 2 
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take any reasonable measures for its relief? 
Did they send any troops on which they. 
could rely to defend the garrison? No, 
they adopted the absurd and Quixotic plan of 
taking advantage of the chivalry and devo
tion of one of the noblest spirits our age has 
seen, by sending him forward on the impos
sible and hopeless errand of accomplishing 
by mere words and promises that which they 
had not the courage to do by force of arms. 
From that commenc~ment, the abandonment 
of the Soudan to the mission of General 
Gordon, all our subsequent troubles arose. 
But that was not all, for among those garri
sons in the Soudan were those of Sinkat and 
Tokar, which, so far back as November, 1883, 
were severely pressed by the Mahdi's lieu. 
tenants, and their danger was anQounced to 
the Government as extreme. But for three 
months they took no notice of that danger. 
They allowed the matter to be left to General 
Baker and a body of ,Egyptians, whose worth. 
lessness was denounced in every page of the 
correspondence that was laid before them. 
Of course General Baker with such a forGe 
was inevitably defeated i but it was not until 
April or May-I think not till a vote of cen
sure was announced-that the. Government 
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determined on making an effort to do that 
which they ought to have done, and which, if 
they had not been asleep, they would have 
done, three months before-namely, to relieve 
the garrisons of Sinkat and Tokar. And 
when the resolution came at last-when the 
necessity dawned upon their minds-they 
plunged into it with their" usual imprudence 
and want of plan. They sent men down to 
Suakim apparently with no idea as to what 
those men were to do, and before they could 
take effective measures Sinkat had fallen and 
the garrison of Tokar, giving up in despair, 
had surrendered themselves. Then the aimless. 
ness of the Government was revealed. Having 
landed their forces they would not expose 
themselves to the ridicule of taking them 
away without doing anything, so they 
slaughtered 6000 Arabs, and then came away 
absolutely without any result for the blood of 
their friends and their enemies shed. They 
came away guilty of" all this bloodshed, be
cause they had plunged into the enterprise 
without any definite view or any fixed plan 
by which they proposed to guide themselves. 
Now, my Lords, these three things, the case of 
the bombardment of Alexandria, the abandon." 
meI.1t of the Soudan, and the mission of General 
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Graham's force-they are all on the same 
plan, and they all show that remarkable 
characteristic of torpor during the time that 
action was needed. and of impulsive, hasty, 
and ill-considered action when the moment 
for action had passed by. Their future con
duct was modelled on their conduct in the 
past. So far was it modelled that we were 
able to put it to the test which establishes a 
scientific law. The proof of scientific law is 
when you can prophesy from previous ex .. 
perience what will happen in the future. It 
is exactly what took place in the present 
instance. We had had these three instances 
of the mode of working of her Majesty's 
Government before us. ·We knew the laws 
that guided their action, as astronomers, ob. 
serving the motions of a comet, can discover 
by their observations the future path which 
that comet is to travel i and we prophesied 
what would happen in the case of General 
Gordon. My right hon. friend Sir Stafford 
N orthcote prophesied it in the House of 
Commons, and was met by a burst of fury 
from the Prime Minister such as that assem· 
bly has seldom seen.· He was told that Egypt 
was of much less importance than, I think, 
Sutperland or Caithness, that everything 
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\\'Tong was the result of deficits imputed to. 
him in the finances of some ten years ago, 
and he was generally denounced because he: 
interfered with the beneficent legislation on' 
the subject of capable citizens, and so forth l : 

by introducing the subject of Egypt as many 
as seventeen times. That did not prevent: 
his prophecies being correct, and I ventured. 
to repeat them in this House. I do' not like' 
to quote my own words; it is egotistical; but 
as proof of what I call the accuracy of the 
scientific law, I should like to refer to what I 
said on the 4th of April, when we were dis
cussing the prospect of the relief. of General 
Gordon. The Government were maintaining 
that he was perfectly safe, and that it was 
very unreasonable for us to raise the question 
in Parliament. What I said was this:' Are 
these circumstances encouraging to us, 'when' 
we are asked to trust to the inspiration of the' 
moment, that when the danger comes the 

. Government will find some means of relieving 
General Gordon? I feel that the history of. 
the past will be again repe'ated, and just again 
when it is too late the critical resolution will 
be taken. The same news will come that 
the position of Gordon is forloI'D:.and helpless, 
and then some desperate resolution of se~d~ 



248 Life alta SPeecltes of Lord Salisbury: 

ing an expedition will be formed too late to 
achieve its object.' I quote these words to 
show that we had ascertained the orbits of 
those eccentric comets who sit on the Trea
sury .Bench. Now, the terrible responsibility 
and blame Which rests upon them do~s so 
because they were warned in March and 
April of the :danger of General Gordon; they 
had. received every intimation' which men 
could reasonably look for that his danger 
would be extreme, and d~layed it from March 
and April right down to the 15th of August. 
before they took a single measure. What 
were they doing all that time? I t is very diffi
cult to conceive. Some people nave said, but 
I think it is an unreasonable supposition, that 
the cause of the tardiness of her Majesty's 
Gov.etnment was the accession to the Cabinet' 
of the noble earl the Secretary for the 
Colonies (Earl of Derby). I have quoted,· 
partly with the object of defending the noble 
lord.from that charge, for I have quoted to 
show that the Government were almost as 
bad before he joined them as they were after. 
What happened during these eventful months? 
I suppose one day some memoirs will tell our 
grandchildren, but we shall never know. 
Some. people think.there ~ere divisions in the 
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Cabinet, a'nd that, after division a: \ 
the decision was put off in order 
Cabinet should not be broken up. I am r - . 
inclined to think that it was due to the 
peculiar position of the Prime Minister. He 
came in as the apostle of the Midlothian 
campaign, loaded with the doctrines and the 
follies of that pilgrimage. We have seen it 
on each occasion, after each one of these mis
haps when the Government has been forced 
by events and the common sense of the 
nation to take some more active steps. We 
have seen how his extreme supporters in that 
campaign have reproached him as he deserted 
their opinions and disappointed their ardent 
hopes. I think that he always felt the danger 
of that reproach, and the debt he had incurred 
to those supporters, and felt a dread lest they 
should break away and put off again and 
again till the last practical moment any action 
which might bring him into open conflict with 
the doctrines by which his present eminen.ce 
was gained. At all events, this is clear, that 
throughout those six months the Government 
knew perfectly well the danger in which 
General Gordon was placed. I t has been 
said that· General Gordon did not ask for 
troops. Well, I am surprised at that" defence, 
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One of the characteristics of Gene;al Gordon 
was the extreme abnegation of his nature. 
I t wa~ not to be expected that he should 
send home a telegram to say, I I am in great 
danger, therefore send me troops.' He 
would probably have cut off his right hand, 
before he would have sent such a telegram. 
But he did send a telegram that the people 
of Khartoum were in danger, and that the 
M.ahdi must win unless military succour 
was sent forward, and distinctly telling the 
Government-and this is the main point
that unless they would consent to his views 
the supremacy of the Mahdi was assured. 
This is what he said' not later than the 29th 
of February, almost as soon as he first saw 
the nature of the problem with which he ;had 
been sent to deal. It is impossible that 
General Gordon could have spoken more· 
clearly than he did, but Mr. Power, who was· 
one of the three Englishmen in Khartoum, 
and who was sent down with Stewart on that 
ill-fated journey, on the 23rd of March sent 
a telegram saying, (We are daily expecting 
British troops; we cannot bring ourselves to 
believe that we a,re to be abandoned by 
the Government. Our existence depends on: 
England.' My Lords, is it conceivable that 
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after that-two months after that-in MaYi 
the Prime Minister should have said that the 
Government were waiting to have reasonable 
proof that Gordon was in danger? By that 
time Khartoum was surrounded, and the 
Governor of Berber had announced that his 
case was desperate, which was too surely 
proved by the massacre which took place in 
June. And yet in May Mr. Gladstone was 
waiting for reasonable proof that they were 
in danger. Apparently he did not get that 
proof till August. I may note in passing that 
I think the interpretation which the Govern~ 
ment have placed upon the language of their 
trusted officers has been exceedingly un~ 
generous. They told us that they did not· 
think it necessary to send an expedition to 
relieve Sinkat and Tokar because they could, 
quote some language of hope from the 
despatches of General Baker, and in the 
same way they could quote some language of 
hope from the despatches of General Gorc~on. 
But a general sent forward on a dangerous ex .. 
pedition does not like to go whining for assis~ 
tance, unless he is pressed by absolute peril. 
All those great qualities which go to 
make men heroes are such as are absolutely 
incompatible with such a course, and lead 
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them to shrink as from a great disgrace 
from any unnecessary appeal for exertion for 
their protection. It was the business of 
the Government not to interpret General 
Gordon's telegrams as if they had been 
statutory declarations, but to judge for them
selves of the circumstances of the case, and 
to see that those who were surrounded, who 
were the only three Englishmen amongst 
this vast body of Mohammedans, who were 
already cut off from all communication with 
the civilized world by the occupation of 
every important town upon the river, were 
in real danger. I cannot understand what 
blindness fell over the eyes of some members 
of the Government. Lord Hartington, on 
~he 13th of May, gave utterance to this 
expression: (I say it would be an indelible 
disgrace if we should neglect any means at 
the disposal of this country for saving 
General Gordon.' .And after that announce
ment . by the Minister chiefly responsible, 
three months elapsed before any step was 
taken for doing that which he admitted the 
Government were bound to do under the 
penalty of indelible disgrace. It has been 
said that Gordon was destroyed by treachery, 
and that treachery would have happened at 
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any time when the British army came near 
Khartoum. What doe,s that extraordinary 
theory mean'? It means that the Mahdi had 
agreed with Farag Bey that it was much 
more comfortable to go on besieging, and 
that until Lord Wolseley made it dangerous 
they would go on besieging. I think those 
who started that unreasonable theory could 
hardly have been aware of the straits to 
which the Mahdi ~ad been put. His army 
was suffering from fever" from cholera, from 
small-pox i there was great danger of 
dealing with his men, who were constantly 
threatening mutiny and desertion. Never 
was a force more hardly put to it to maintain 
its position than was this i and depend upon 
it, if he could have shortened that period of 
trial by an hour he would certainly have 
done so. But, supposing it was true that 
treachery was certain to do its work, what 
does that prove'? Does i~ not show that 
sending Gordon to Khartoum was an act of 
extreme folly? I do not know any other 
instance in which a man has been sent to 
maintain such a position without a certain 
number of British troops. If the 'British 
troops had been there treachery would have 
been 'impossible, but sending Gordon by 
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himself to rely on the fidelity of Africans and 
Egyptians was an ~ct of extreme rashness, 
and if the Government succeed in proving, 
which I do not think they can, that treachery 
was inevitable, they only pile up an additional 
reason for their condemnation. I confess it 
is very difficult to separate this question 
from the personal matters involved. It is 
very difficult to argue it on purely abstract 
grounds without turning for a moment to the 
character of the man who was engaged 
and the terrible position in which he was 
placed. When we consider all that he under. 
went, all that he sacrificed in order to serve 
the Government in a moment of extreme" 
exigency, there is something infinitely pa
thetic in reflecting on his feelings, as day 
after day, week after week, month after month 
passed by-as he spared no exertions, no per
sonal sacrifice, to perform the duties that were 
placed upon him-as he lengthened out the 
siege by inconceivable prodigies of ingenuity, 
of activity, of resource-and as, in spite of 
it all, in spite of the deep devotion to his 
country, which had prompted him to this 
great risk arid undertaking, the conviction 
gradually grew" upon him that his country 
~ad abandoned him. It is ,terrible to think: 
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what he must have suffered when at last, as 
a desperate measure to save those he loved, 
he parted with the only two Englishmen with 
whom during those long months he had had 
any converse, and sent Stewart and Power 
down the river to escape ftom the fate which. 
had become inevitable to himself. It is very 
painful to think of the reproaches to his 
country and to his country's Government 
that must have passed through the mind of 
that devoted man during those months of 
unmerited desertion. In Gordon's letter of 
the 14th of December he said: I All is up. 
I expect a catastrophe in ten days' time; it 
would not have been so if our people had 
k~pt me better informed as to their inten
tions.' They had no intentions to inform 
qim of. They were merely acting from hand 
to mouth to avert the Parliamentary censure 
with which they were threatened. They had 
no plan, they had no intentions to carry out. 
If they could have known their intentions, a 
great hero would have been saved. to the 
British army, a great disgrace would not 
have fallen on the English Government .. 
Now, by the light of this sad history, what 
are the prospects for the future? Was there 
ever a. time when clearness· of plan and 
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distinctness of policy were more required than 
they are now? I am not going to say that 
the policy of the Government is bad. It 
would be paying them an extravagant com~ 
pliment if I said so. They have no policy. 
My right hon. friend Mr. Gibson epigram~ 

mati cally described their policy when Jle said, 
'They were going to Khartoum to please 
the Whigs, and were going to abandon 
Khartoum to please the Radicals.' Is there 
not something strange that at such a crisis 
of our country's fate, in both Houses of 
:parliament; :in the press, in society, and 
everywhere you hear people asking what is 
their policy, and can get no answer? Here 
and there you get a distant echo of policy, 
&omething vague and ill-defined, like a 
distant sound to which you can attach n9 
definite meaning. You sometimes for a 
moment see the phantom of a policy, but if 
you try to grasp it, it escapes you. W ~ used 
to think the policy of the Government was 
the evacuation of the Soudan as soon as the 
military operations were over-a very bad 
policy-but even that does not seem to be 
their policy. They do not know whether 
they . are going to evacuate the Soudan 
or not. They don't know . who is to hold 
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the . Soudan-it may be the Italians, it 
may be the Turks, or the Chinese. On one 
point only do they put down their foot, and 
that is, the Egyptians shall not keep it. We 
were told that they were going to smash the 
Mahdi, but now we are to make peace with 
the smashed Mahdi. If you smash the 
Mahdi thoroughly he will be of no use to 
you, and if you do not smash him thoroughly 
he may maintain at the bottom of his heart a 
certain re.sentment against the process of 
being smashed. It .is probable that the 
Mahdi, in fulfilment of the claims of the 
religious position he occupies, will decline to 
have any dealings with the infidel ; and if 
you crush him so entirely by force of arms, 
he will have lost all his position in the minds 
of his countrymen; and you will in his 
assistance or support not find any solution of 
the terrible problem with which you have 10 

• deal. In the same way with the railway. 
So far as I know, it is unprecedented to 
project a railway through an enemy's country, 
but it implies some yiews of policy. It 
appears that her Majesty's Government are 
·going to make a railway, and then leave it 
to the first comers to do what they like with 
it. -Now, it appears to me that in this 
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matter of our Egyptian policy, though I do 
not say we can lay down the precise steps 
by which our ends may be obtained-this 
must depend in a great measure on the 
judgment of the Ministry-still, it is time 
when we should conceive to ourselves what 
the ends of our policy are to be, and clearly 
define it and follow it up with consistency 
and persistency. Now, let us examine what 
.are the interests of England in this matter. 
With Mediterranean politics as such we have 
no great interest to concern ourselves j but 
Egypt stands in a peculiar position. It is 
t.he road to India. The condition of Egypt 
can never be indifferent to us, and, more 
than that, we have a duty to insist-that our 
influence shall be predominant there. I do 
not care by what technical arrangements that 
result is to be obtained i but, with all due 
regard to the rights of the Suzerain, the 
influence of England in Egypt must be 
supreme. Now, the influence' of England in 
Egypt is threatened from two sides. It is 
threatened from the north diplomatically. I 
do not think it is necessary that the powers 
should have taken up the position they have 
done, and I believe that with decent steering 
it might have been avoided j but, unfortu-
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nately, we have to face inchoate schemes 
which will demand the utmost jealousy and 
vigilance of Parliament. I do not know what 
arrangement the Government has arrived 
at, but I greatly fear that it may include 
a multiple control, and to that I believe 
this country wiII be persistently and reso
lutely hostile. But we have to face a 
danger of another kind. We have forces of 
fanatical barbarians let loose upon the South 
of Egypt, and owing to the blunders that 
have been committed this danger has reached 
a terrible height. Unless we intend to give 
over Egypt to barbarism and anarchy we 
must contrive to check this inroad of bar
barian fanaticism, which is personified in the 
character and action of the Mahdi. Gen€ral 
Gordon never said a truer thing than that 
you do this by simply drawing a military 
line. If the insurgent Mohammedans reach 
the North of Egypt it will not be so much 
by their military force, as by the moral 
power of their example. \Ve- have therefore 
(0 check this advance of the Mahdi's power. 
Her Maje~ty's Government in the glimpses 
of policy which they occasionally afford us 
have alluded to th~ possibility of setting up -a 
good Government in the Soudan. I quite. 

S 2 
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agree that a good Government is essential to 
us in the Soudan. It is the only dyke we 
can really erect to keep out this inundation 
of barbarism and fanatical forces. But her 
Majesty's Government speak as if a good 
Government were a Christma.s present, which 
you can give a country and then take 
away .. A good Government, like any other 
organization, must pass through the stages 
of infancy to maturity. There must be a 
long stage of infancy,· during which that 
Government is unable to defend itself, and it 
requires during that period protection and 
security, which it can only derive from the 
action of an external power. It is that pro
tection and· security which England must. 
give. She must not desert her task in the 
Soudan until there is that Government there 
which can protect Egypt, in which the 
interests of this country are vital. I do not 
say whether it should J:>e done from the Nile 
or from Suakim. I see a noble lord, one of 
the greatest ornaments of this House, who 
has conducted an expedition, not of 250 

miles, but of 400 miles, and that with 
success, over the same burning co·untry, and 
his opinion, given last year, was that Suakim 
and aerber are the rQads by which we should 
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advance. In that opinion I do not say I 
concur-that w-ould be· impertinent-but it 
is an opinion to w-hich I humbly subscribe. 
I believe that by the Suakim and Berber 
~ute w-e may obtain a hold over that portion 
of the Sou<4n w-hich may enable us to per
form our primary duty-namely, to repress 
the forces of barbarism and fanaticism, to 
encourage that civilization w-hich, if protected, 
w-ill find such abundant root in that fertile 
country, and, above all, to restrain, check, 
and ultimately to destroy the slave trade, 

. w-hich has been the curse of Africa. All 
those advantages can be obtained if England 
w-ill lay down a definite policy and ril adhere 
to it, but consistency of p~licy is absolutely 
necessary. ·\Ye have to assure our friends 
that w-e shall stand by them; we have to 
assure our enemies that w-e are permanently 
to be feared. The blunders of the last three 
years have placed us in the presence of 
terrible problems and difficulties. \Ve have 
great sacrifices to make. This railway w-ill 
be an enormous benefit to Africa, but do not 
let us conceal from ourselves that it is a task 
of no small magnitude. If you are to carry 
this railway forward you w-ilI not only have to 
smash the Mahdi, but Osman Digma also. 
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All this will involve great sacrifices, and the 
expenditure, not only of much money, but of 
more of the English blood of which the 
noblest has already been poured forth. And 
we are not so strong as we were. At first all 
nations sympathized with us, but now they 
look on us coldly, and even with hostility. 
Those who were our friends have become 
indifferent, those who were indifferent have 
become our adversaries i and if our mis
fortunes and disasters go on much longer we 
shall have Europe saying that they cannot 
trust us, that we are too weak, that our 
prestige is too low to justify us in under
taking this task. My Lords, those great 
dangers can only be faced by a consistent 
policy, which can only be conducted by a 
Ministry capable of unity of counsel and 
decision of purpose. I have shown you that 
from this Ministry we can "expect no such 
results. They can only produce after their 
kind. They will only do what they have 
already done. You cannot look for unity o£ 
counsel from an Administration that is hope
lessJy divided. You cannot expect a resolute 
policy from those whose purpose is hopelessly 
halting. It is for this reason, my Lords, that 
I ask you to record your opinion that from a 
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Ministry in whom the first of all-the quality 
of decision of purpose-is wanting, you can 
hope no good in this crisis of our- country's 

. fate. And if you continue to trust them, if 
for any party reasons Parliament continues 
to abandon to their care the affairs which 
they have hitherto so hopelessly mismanaged, 
you must expect to go on from bad to worse j 
you must expect to lose the little prestige 
which you retain; you must expect to find in 
other portions of the world the results of the 
lower consideration that you occupy in th~ 
eyes of m'ankind j you must expect to be 
drawn on, degree by degree, step by step, 
under the cover of plausible excuses, under 
the cover of highly philanthropic sentiments, 
to irreparable disasters, and to disgrace that 
it will be impossible to effac.e." 

THE END, 
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Anglers Strange Experiences (At'). By COl'SWOLD Isys. With 

numerous Illustrations, 410, Ss. New Edition, 3". 6d. 
AI/_~/;'Ig. See Amateur, " British Fisheries Directory," "Cut

cliffe, " .. Lambert," .. Martin," and" Theakston." 
Archer (W.) EIIC/isll.Dramatists of To-day. Crown 8\'0, 8s. 6d. 

A 
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Art Education. See" Biographies of Great Artist~," "Illus
trated Text Books." "Mollett's Dictionary." 

Artists at Home. Photographed by J. ~. MAYALL, and repro
duced in Facsimile. Letterpress by F. G. STEPHENS. Imp. folio, 421. 

Audsley (G. A.) Ornammtal Arts of 'Japatl. 90 Plates, 74 
in Colours and Gold, with General and Descriptive Text. 2 vols., folio, 
:£ I S I Sr. On the issue of Part III. the price will be further advanced. 

--- TI,e Art of Chromo-Lithography. Coloured Plates 
and Text. Folio, 63s. 

Attdsley (w. and G. A.) Olltlines of Ornament. Small folio, 
very numerous Illustrations, 3IS. 6tl. 

Auerbach (B.) Brigitta. Illustrated. 2S. 

--- On the Heights. 3 vols., 6s. 
- Spillosa. Translated. 2 vols., I8mo, 4S. 

BAL.DWIN(J.) Story of Siegfded. 6s. 

--- Story of Roland. Crown Bvo, 6s. 
Earl ow (Alfred) Weaving by Hat'" and by POUler. With 

several hundred Illustrations. Third Edition, royal 8vo, II. Ss. 
Bathgate (Alexander) Waitaruna: A Story. Crown Bvo, ss. 
Batley (A. w.) Etched Studies for Itttenor .DecoratIon. 1m· 

perial folio, S2S. 6d. 
Baxter (C. E.) Talofa: Letters from Foreign Parts. Crown 

8vo, 'IS. 

THE BAYARD SERIES. 
Edited by the late J •. HAIN FRISWELL. 

Comprising Pleasure Books of Literature produced in the Choicest Style as 
Companionable Volumes at Home and Abroad. 

"We can hardly imagine better books for boys to read 01' (or men to ponder 
ovcr."-Tim,s. 

Price 2$.6d. ,acll Yol~"", CDIRplel1 in UseV, ./I,z;"', clo'" extrs. gilt edges. 
9I.,1il" silk H,adhtulds and R,gislers. 

The Story of the Chevalier Bay;ud. Words of Wellington: Maxims 
By M. De Berville. and Opinions of the Great 

De Joinville's St. Louis, King of Duke. 
France. Dr. Johnson's Rasselas, Prince of 

Tbe Essays of Abraham Cowley, in· Abyssinia. With Note •. 
eluding all his Prose Works. Hazlitt's Round Table. With nio-

Abdallah; or, The Four Leaves. graphical Introduction. 
By Edouard Laboullaye. The Religio Medici, Hydriotaphia, 

Table·Talk and Opinions of Na- and the Letter to a Friend. By 
poleon Ruonaparte. Sir Thomas Browne, Knt. 

Vatbek: An. Oriental Romance. Ballad Poetry of the AIl'ections. Dy 
By William Beckford. Robert Buchanan. 
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Bayard Senes (continued) :-
Coleridge's Christabel, and other Essays in Mosaic. By Thos. Balian. 

Imaginative Poems. With Preface tyne. 
by Algernon. C. Swinburne. My Uncle Toby; his Sto;-,. and 

Lord Cbesterfield's Letters, Sen- his Friends. Edited by P. Fitz-
tences, and Maxims. With In- gerald. 
troduction by the Editor, and Reflections; or, Moral Sentences and 
Essay on Chesterfield by M. de Maxims of the Duke de la Roche· 
Ste. -Beu\'e, of the French Aca- foucauld. 
demy. Socrates: Memoirs for English 

The King .and the Commons. A Readers from Xenophon's Memo-
Selection of Cavalier and Puritan rabilia. By Edw. Levien. 
Songs. Edited by Professor Morley. Prince Albert's Golden Precepts. 
.If Case eDHtai"i'lif 12 VOItIIMS. "rice 318. 6d.; or llu Case sepa1"alely, pric(" 31. M. 

Behnke and Browne. Child'f Voice. Small 8vo, 3S' 6d. 
Bell (MaJor): Rambla-Spain. Irult to Cemere. Cr. 8vo, 8s.6d. 
BeYlun. Life and Aspirations. Crown 8vo, 5s. 
Bickersteth's Hymnal Co'mpanion to Book of Common Prayer 

may be had in various styles and bindings from Id. to 31s. 6d. Price 
List and Prosp~ctus ~tJill be forward~d on application. 

Bickerstetll (BishoP E. H.) The Clergyman in his Home. 
Small post 8vo, Is. 

--. EZ1aligeticai Churchmanship and Evangelical Eclecticism. 
8vo, Is. 

--- From Year to Year: Original Poetical Pieces. Small 
post 8vo, 3S. 6d. ; roan, 6s. and 5s.; calf or morocco, lOs. 6d. 

- The Master's Home-Call,. or, Brief Memon"als of Alice 
Frances Bickersteth. 20th Thousand. 32mo, cloth gilt, Is. 

--- The Master's Will. A Funeral Sermon preached on 
the Death of Mrs. S. Gurney Buxton. Sewn, 6d. ; cloth gilt, Is. 

--- The Shadow of the Rock. A Selection of Religious 
Poetry. I8mo, cloth extra, 2S. 6d. 

--- The Shad01.t!ed Home and the Light Beyond. New 
Edition, crown 8vo, cloth extra, 5s. 

--- The Reef, and other Parables. Crown 8vo, 2S. 6d. 
--- Wreath. New Edition, 18mo, 2S. 6d . 
.Bilbrough (E. J.) "Twixt France and Spain." Crown 8vo, 7 s. 6d. 
Biographies of the Great Artists (Illustrated). Crown 8vo, 

emblematical binding, y. 6d. per volume, except where the price is given. 
Claude Lorrain." FraAngeIico,Masaccio,andBotticelli. 
Correggio, by M. E. Heaton, 2S. 6d. Fra Bartolommeo, Albertinelli, and 
Della Robbia and Cellini, 2S.6d. Andrea.del Sarto. 
Albrecht DUrer, by R. F. Heath. Gainsborough and Constable. 
Figure Painters of Holland. Ghiberti and Donatello, 2S. 6<1. 

• Not "et j1(M's~ed. 
A 2 
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Biographies of the Great Artists (continued) :-
Giotto, by Hany Quilter. Overbeck, by J. B. Atkinson. 
Hans Holbein, by Joseph Cundall. Raphael, by N. D'Anvers. 
Hogarth, by Austin Dobson. Rembrandt, by J. W.Mollett. 
Landseer, by F. G. Stevt'lls. Reynolds, by F. S. Pulling. 
Lawrence and Romney, by Lord Rubens, by C. W. Kett. 

Ronald Gower, zs. 611. Tintoretto, by W. R. Osler. 
Leonardo da Vinci. Titian, by R. F. Heath. 
Little Masters of Germany, by W. Turner, by Cosmo Monkhouse. 

B. Scott. Vandyck and Hals, by P. R. Head. 
Mantegna and Francia. Velasquez, by E. Stowe. 
Meissonier, by J. W. Mollett, zs. 611. Vernet and Delaroche, by J. Rees. 
Michelangelo Buonarotti,by Clement. Watteau, by J. W.Mollett, zs. 6d. 
Murilio, by Ellen E. Minor, zs. 611. Wilkie, by J. W. Mollett. 
Bird (R J.) American Practical Dyers Companion. 8vo, 421. 
Bird (H. E.) Chess Practice. 8vo, 2S. 6d. 
Black (IVm.) NtnJe/s. See" Low's Standard Library." 
Blackburn (Charles R) Hints on Catalogue Titles and Index 

Entries, with a Vocabulary of Terms and Abbreviations, chiefly from 
Foreign Catalogues. Royal 8vo, 14'. 

Blackburn (Henry) Breton Folk. With 171 Illust. by RANDOLPH 
CALDECOTT. Imperial8vo, gilt edges, 2 IS. ; plainer binding, lOS. 611. 

- Pyrenees (The). With 100 Illustrations by GUSTAVE 
DORE, corrected to 1881. Crown 8vo, 7s. 611. 

Blackmore (R. D.) Lorna Doone. :Edition de luxe. Crown 4tO. 
very numerous 1llustrations, cloth, "gilt edges, 31S. 6d.; parchment, 
uncut, top gilt, 3SS. Cheap Edition, small post 8vo, 6s. 

--- NtnJels. See" Low's Standard Library." 
--- Remarkable Histo1Y of Sir T. Upmore. New Edition, 

• 2 vols., crown 8vo, 21S. 

Blaikie (Wl7liam) How to gd Strong and how to Stay so. 
Rational, Physical, Gymnastic, &c., Exercises. ll1ust., sm. post 8vo, 5s. 

--- Sound Bodies for our Boys and Girls. 16mo, 2S. 6d. 
Boals of the World, Depicted alld Descn"bed by olle of the Crafl. 

With Coloured Plates, showing every kind of rig, 4to, y. 611. 
Bock (Carl). The Head Hunters of Borneo: Up the "Iahak

kam, and Down the Barita; also Joumeyings in Sumatra. I vo!., 
super·royal 8vo, 32 Coloured Plates, cloth extra, 36s. 

--- Temples alld Elephants. A Narrative of a Journey 
through Upper Siam and Lao. Coloured, &c., Illustrations. 8vo, 2U. 

BOllwick (y.) Firsl Twenty Years of Australia. CrowQ 8vo, SS. 
- Lost Tasma1lian Race. Small 8vo, 45. 
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BOIl1l'ick U) Pori PlUlip Sdt1m,enl. 8vo, numerous DIus
trations, 211. 

BOSllnqlld (Ra.. C) BkJssrJnufrom tlu Kints Garikn: &rmons 
for Children. 2nd Edition, small post Svo, cloth extra. 6s. 

B()urke U- G.) Snak4 .Dana of the .Jf()t]uis of Arizona. A 
Journey from Santa Fe. With Chromo and other Dlustrations. Svo, ns. 

BrJussenord (L) CT1J.SDeS of GUMna. IllustIated. 7s. 6t1. 
--- Gold-s«krs, II &que!. IllustIated. 16mo, 7s.6tl • 
.Bt>fs Froissarl. .lang Arlhur. Mal"iutgion. Percy. See 

LASIER. , 

.Bracken (T.)Lo)"St!lthe Londofthe MtJOri anti MrJa. 16mo,ss. 
BratJ.'lurdJ (J.) NrdJ Zuz/antl as iJ is. 8vo, us. 6tl. 
Brasuy (Lod)') Tahiti. With 31 Autotype DIustIations after 

Photos. by Colonel STUAll.T·WORTLEV. Fcap. 410. 211 • 

.Braune (11:) G()/hic Grammar. Translated by G. H. BULG. 
3'.6.1. 

Brose (Baron) Mmus (366). In French and English, with 
recipes. Translated by Mrs. MATTHEW CUItXE. 2nd Edition. Crown 
Svo, 51. 

Bn"tisA Fishen"es .Dirtdory, 1883-84- Small8vo, 2S. M. 
Briltany. See BUCKBUlL"l • 

.Brt>glie's Fnderick .lL anti Maria Thb'tStI. 2 vols., 8vo, 3°S. 
Bnn'.tne (G. Lolhom) ,Narram-es of l'/ind«ntll Dntury Siale 

Trials. Period L: 1801-IS30. 2nd Edition, 2 Yols., cr.llvo, clotb, z6s. 

Bro'lJ.lne (G. unnox) Voice Uuantl Stimulanls. Sm. 8vo, 3S. 6tl • 
.Broll'ne (LLnnox) and Behnke (Emil) Yoice, Song, anti Speedt. 

Dlustmted, 3rd Edition, medium Syo. 151. 
Bry'allt (11': C.) anti Gay (.5: H.) History of the Unmd Stales. 

4 vols., royalSvo, profusely Illnstrated, 60s. 
Bry'" (Rev. Professor) ManiW6a. With IllustIations and Maps. 

Crown S .. o. 71. 6d. 
Bull (J. IV.) Early Experiences of Lift ,iI Australia. Crown 

Svo, 71. 6d. 
Bunyaws Pilgri""s Prognss. With 138 original 'Voodcuts. 

SmaIl po>t Svo, clulh gilt, ;V. 6rI.; gilt ed,,<>es, 4S. 
BUT};oyne. Operations Iii EgyPt, 1798-1802. Small8vo,ss. 
Burnaby (Copt.) On Horsd)(]ck through Asia Minor. 2 voIs., 

S .. o, 3Sr. Cheaper Edition, I vol., crown S\'o. lar. 6d. 
BUnlaby (Mrs. F.) Higk Alps ill ,tutur; or, .JI"llIIlJin~eTlilg 

in Search of Health. By MIS. FRED BUIL~ABY. With Ponrait of 
the Al!thoress, Map, and other Illustrations. Hand some cloth, 14S. 
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Butler (w. R) The Great Lone Land; an Account of the Red 
. River Expedition, 1869-70. New Edition, cr. 8vo, cloth extra, 7s. 6d_ 

--- Invasion of Elzgland, told twenty years after, by a.l1 Old 
Soldier. Crown 8vo, 2S.6d. 

--- Red Cloud,. or, the Solitary Sioux. Imperial 16mo, 
numerous illustrations, gilt edges, ss. 

--- The Wild Norik Land; Ihe Story of a Winter Journey 
with Dogs aC.ross Northern North America. 8vo, ISs. Cr.8vo, 7-'. 6<1. 

Buxton (H. y. IV.) Painting, English and Amerz(an. Crown 
8vo, 5's. 

C'AJJOGAN (Lady A.) Illustrated Games of Patience. 
Twenty.four Diagrams in Colours, with Text. Fcap. 4to, I2S. 6;1. 

California. See" Nordhoff." 
Cambrtifge Staircase (A). By the Author of "A Day of my 

Life at Eton." Small crown 8vo, cloth, 2s. 6d. 

Cambrtifge Tn'jles " from an Undergraduate Pen. By the Author 
of "A Day of my Life at Eton," &c. 16mo, cloth extra, 2S. 6<1. 

Carleton (TVill) Farm Ballads, Farm Festivals, lind Farm 
Legends. I vol., small. post 8vo, 3S. 6d. 

-'-- See" Rose Library." 
Carlyle (T.) Irish Journey in 1849. Crown 8vo, 7s. 6d. 
Carnegie (A.) American Four-in-Hand in Britain. Small 

410, Illustrated, lOS. 6d.Popular Edition, 1.<. 

--- Round the World. 8vo, lOS, 6d. 
Carr (Mrs. COfllyns) La Fortun;na. 3 vols., cr. 8vo, 31$. 6d. 
Chairman's Handbook (The). By R. F. D. PALGRAVE, Clerk of 

the Table of the House of Commons. 5th Edition, 2S. 

Cila/lamel (M. A.) History of Fashion in Frallce. With 21 
Plates, coloured by I)and, imperial 8vo, satin-wood binding, 2Ss. 

Changed Cross (The), and other Religious Poems. 16mo, 2S. 6d. 
Charities of LOlldon. See Low's. 
Chatto,'k (R. S.) Practical Notes on Etching. Sec. Ed., 8vo, 7s. 6'{. 
Clltss. See BIRD (H. E.). 
Children's Praises. Hymns for Sunday-Schools and Services. 

Compiled by LOUISA H. H. TRISTII.AM. 4d. 
Chitta. See COLQUHOUN. 
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ChtJice Editions of Choice Books. 2S. 6d, each. Illustrated by 
C. W. COPE, R.A., T. CRESWICK, R.A., E. DUNCAN, HIRKET 
FOSTER, J. C. HORSLEY, A.R.A., G. HICKS, R. REDGRAVE, R.A., 
C. STONEHOUSE, F. TAYLER, G. THOMAS, H. J. TOWNSHEND, 
E. H. WEHNERT, HARRISON WEIR, &c. 
Bloomfield's Fanner's Boy.. Millon's L'AlIegro. 
Campbell's Pleasures of Hope. Poetry of Nature. Harrison Wdr. 
Coleridge's Ancient Mariner. Rogers' (Sam.) Pleasures of Memory. 
Goldsmith's Deserted Village. Shakespeare's Songs and Sonnets. 
Goldsmith's Vicar of Wakefield. Tennyson's May Queen. 
Gray'~ Elegy in a Churchyard. Elizabethan Poets. 
Keat's Eve of St. Agnes. Wordsworth's Pastoral Poems. 

ff Such works are a glorious beatification for a poet."-A tltffl,fZUIH~ 

Christ in SOt/g. By PHILIP SCHAFF. New Ed., gilt edges, 6s. 
Chromo·Lithography. See" Audsley.n 
Cid (Ballads of the). By the Rev. Gl'RRARD LEWIS. Fcap. 

8vo, parchment, 2s. 6d. 
Clay (Charles No) llfodern Hagar. 2 vols., crown 8\'0, 2IS. 

See also" Rose Library." 
Collingwood (Harry) Under the Meteor Flag. The Log of a 

Midshipman. Illustrated, small post 8vo, gilt, 6s.; plainer, 5s. 
Colquhoun (A. R.) Across Chryse,. From Canton to Mandalay. 

With Maps and very numerous Illustrations, 2 vols., 8vo, 42S. 
Colvile (H. E.) Accursed Land: Water Way of Edotn. Ios.6d. 
Composers. See" Great Musicians." 
Confessions of a Friz1olous Girl. Cr. 8vo, 6s. Paper boards, IS. 

Cook (Dutton) Book of the Play. New Edition. I vol., 3S. 6d. 
--- On the Stage: Studies of Theatrical History and the 

Actor's Art. 2 vols., 8vo, cloth, 2¥. 
Coote (w.) Wandenilgs South. by East. Illustrated, 8vo, 21$. 

New and Cheaper Edition, los. 6d. 
--- Western Pacific. Illustrated, crown 8vo, 2S. 6d. 
Costume. See SMITH (J. MOYR). 
Cruise of the Walnut Shell (The). In Rhyme for Childrer. 

With 32 Coloured Plates. Square fancy boards, 5s. 
Curtis (C. B.) Velazquez and Munllo. With Etchings, &c. 

Roya18vo, 31$. 6d.; large paper, 633 •. 
Curzon (G.) Violinist of the Quar/ier Latin. 3 vols., 3IS, '6d. 
Custer (E. B.) Boots ami Saddles. Life in Dakota 7vitk General 

Custer. Crown 8vo, 8s. 6d. 
Culdi.Je (H. C.) Trout Fishing in Rapid Streams, Cr. 8vo, 3s. 6d, 
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D'ANVERS (N.) An Elementary History of Arl. Crown 
8yo, lOS. 6:1. 

--- Elementary History of Music. Crown 8vo, '2S. 6d. 
-- Handbooks of Elementary Art-Architecture; Sculp-

ture; Old Masters; Modem Painting. _ Crown 8yo, y. 6d. each. 
Davis (C. T.) Manufacture of Bricks, Tiles, Terra-Cotta, c,..c. 

Illustrated. 8yo, '25s. 

Dawidowsky (F.) Glue, Gelatine, Isinglass, Cements, Cr>c. 8vo, 
us. 6:1. 

Day of My Life (A); or, Every-Day Experiences at Eton. 
By an ETON BoY. 16mo, cloth extra, 2$. 6:1. 

Day's Collacon: an Ellcycloptedia of Prose Quotations. Im-
perial 8yo, cloth, 3 Is. 6:1. 

Decoration. Vols. II. to VIII.. New Series, folio, 7s. 6d. each. 
-.-- See also BATLEY. 
De Leon (E.) Egypt under its Khe1ives. Illust. Cr. 8vo, 4S. 
Deverell (F. H.) All Round Spain, by Road or Rail. Visit to 

Andorra, &c. Crown 8yo, lor. 6:1. 
Donnelly (Ignatius) Allantis; or, tIll Antediluvian World. 

7th Edition, crown 8yo, 12S. 6d. 
--- Ragnarok : The Age of Fire and Gravel. Illustrated, 

Crown 8vo, 12S. 6d. 
Dos Passos, Law of Stockbrokers and Stock Exchanges. 8vo, 35s. 
Dougall (James Dalziel) Shooting: its Appliances, Practice, 

and Purpose. New Edition, revised with additions. Crown 8yo, 7,r. 6:1. 
"The book is admirable in every way .•••. We wish it every success"'-G~. 
U A very complete treatise. . • . . Likely to take high p.nk as an authority aD 

shooting.»-Dai(yNews. 

Drama. See ARCHER, COOK (DUTTON), WILLIAMS (M.). 
Dumford (Col. A. W.) A Soldier's Life and Work ;n Soutll 

Africa, 1872.9. 8yo, 14S. 
Dydtlg.· See BIRD (F. J.). 

E DUCATIONAL Works published in Great Britain. A 
Classified Catalogue. Second Edition. 8yo, cloth extra, Ss. 

Egypl. See" De Leon," "Foreign Countries," "Senior." 
Eidlitz, Nature and Functions of A rl and Architecture. 8vo, '2 IS. 

Electricity. See GORDON. 
Emerson Birthday Book. Extracts from the. Writings of R. W; 

Emerson. Square 16mo, ilIust., very choice binding, 3s. 6:1. 
Emerson (R. W.) Lifo. By G. W COOKE. Crown 8vo, 8s. 6d. 
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English Catalogue of Books. Vol. IlL, 1872-1880. Royal 
8vo, half.morocco, 423. See also" Index." 

English Philosophers. Edited by E. B. IVAN MULLER, M.A. 
A series intended to give a concise view of the works and lives of English 

thinkers. Crown 8vo volumes of 180 or 200 pp., price 3s. 6d. each. 
Francis Bacon, by Thomas Fowler .• John Stuart Mill, by Miss IIclen 
Hamilton, by W. H. S. Monck. Taylor. , 
Hartley and James Mill, by G. S. Shaftesbury and Hutcheson, by 

Bower. Professor Fowler. 
Adam Smith, by J. A. Farrer. 

• ,,"ot yet publisked. 

Esmarch (Dr. Friedrich) Treatment of the Wounded in War. 
Numerous Coloured Plates and l11u5t., 8vo, strongly bound, II. Ss. 

Etcher. Examples of Original Work .of Celebrated Artists
BIRKET FOSTER, J. E. HODGSON, R.A., COLIN HUNTER, J. P. HE. 
SELTINE, ROBERT W. MACBETH, R. S. CHATTOCK, &c. Vols. for 
1881 and 1882, imperial4to, gilt edges, 2/. 12S. 6d. each; 1883, 36s. 

Etching. See BATLEY, CHATTOCK. 
Etchings (Modern) of Celebrated Paintings. 4to, 3IS. 6d. 

FARM Ballads, Festz'vals, and Legends. See" Rose Library." 

Fashion (History of). See" Challamel." 
Fawcett (Edgar) A Gentleman of Leisure. u. 
Feildm (H. St. C. ) Some Public Schools, their Cost and 

Scholarships. Crown 8vo, 2S. 6d. 
Felkin (R. W.) and Wilson (Rev. C. T.) Uganda and the 

Egyptian Soudan. With Map, l11ust., and Notes. 2 vols~, cr. 8vo, 28s. 
Fenn (G. Manville) Off to the Wilds: A Story for BO)ls. 

Profusely Illustrated. Crown 8vo, 7s. 6d. , 
___ The Silver Canon: a Tale oj the Western Plai11s. 

Illu..trated, small post 8vo, gilt, 6s.; pli1iner, 5S. 
Fennell (Greville) Book oj the Roach. New Edition, I2mo, 2S. 

Ferguson (John) Ceylon in 1883. With riumerous Illustrations. 
Crown 8vo, 7s. 6d. "Ceylon in 1884," 7s. 6d. 

Ferns. See HEATH. 
Fields (J. T.) Yesterdays with Authors. New Ed., 8vo, lOS. 6d. 
Fleming (Sandford) England and Canada: a Stt11jmer Tour. 

Crown 8vo, 6s. 
Florence . . See" Yriarte." 
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Flowers of Shakespeare. 32 beautifully Coloured Plates, with 
the passages which refer to the flowers. Small 4to, 5$. 

FlJlkard (R., Jun.) Plant Lore, Legends, and Lyrics. Illus
trated, 8vo, 16$. 

Furbes (H. 0.) Natllralisl's TVanderillgs in Ihe Eastern Arclti· 
pelago. Illustrated, 8vo, 211. 

FlJreigfl Coufltries and British Colonies. A series of Descriptiv~ 
Handbooks. Crown 8vo, y. 6<1. each. 

Australia, by J. F. Vesey Fitzgerald. Peru, by Clements R. Markham, 
Austria, by D. Kay, F. R. G. S. C B. 

-Canada, by W. Fraser Rae. Russia, by W. R. MorfiII, M.A. 
Denmark and Iceland, by E.C.Otte. Spain, by Rev. Wentworth Webster. 
Egypt, by S. Lane Poole, B.A. Sweden and Norway, by F. H. 
France, by Miss M. Roberts. Woods.. 
Germany, by S. Baring-Gould. -Switzerland, by W. A. P. Coolidge, 
Greece, by L. Sergeant, B.A. M.A. 

-Holland, by R. L. Poole. ·Turkey-in-Asia, by J. C. l\!cCoan, 
Japan, by S. Mossman. M.P. 

-New Zealand. West Indies, by C. H. Eden, 
-Persia, by Major-Gen. Sir F. Gold- F.R.v.S. 

smid. 
• Not nady yet. 

ForillflCs made in BlIsifless. 2 vols., demy 8vo, cloth, 32S. 

Frallc (.Afaud Jeanne). The following form one Series, small 
post 8vo, in uniform cloth bindings, with gilt edges :-

Emily's Choice. 5s. Vermont Vale. 5s. 
Hall's Vineyard. 4'. Minnie's Mission. 4'. 
John's Wife: A Story of Life in Little Mercy. 4'. 

South Australia. 4'. Beatrice Melton's Discipline. 4'. 
Marian; or, The Light of Some No Longer a Child. 4'. 

One's Home. 5$. Golden Girts. 4'. 
Silken Cords and !ron Fetters. 4'. Two Sides to Every Question. 4'. 
Francis (.F.) TVar, TVa'lles, alld Wanderzilgs, Zilc!udlilg a Cruise 

in the" Lancashire Witch." 2 vols., crown 8vo, cloth extra, 24'. 

Frede~k lite Great. See" Broglie." 
Frencll. See" Julien." 
Froissarl. See" Lanier." 

GENTLE Lift (Queen Edition). 2 vols. in I, small 4to, 6s. 

THE GENTLE LIFE SERIES. 
Price 6s. each; or in calf extra, price lOS. 6,(. ; Smaller Edition, cloth 

extra, 2S. 6d., except where price is named. 
Tlte Gentle Lift. Essays in aid of the Formation of Character 

of Gentlemen and Gentlewomen. 
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-------------------------------------------------
About in tile IVorld. Essays by Author of" The Gentle Life." 
Like unto Christ. ANew Translation of Thomas ii. Kempis' 

co De Imitatione Christi ... 
Familiar Words. An Index Vcrborum, or Quotation Hand

book. 63. 
Essays by Montaigne. Edited and Annotated by the Author 

of "The Gentle Life." 
The Genlle Life. 2nd Series. 
The Sl7mt Hour: Essays, Origlital and Selected. By the 

Author of "The Gentle Life." . 
IIalf-Length Portraits. Short Studies of Notable Persons. 

By J. HAIN FRISWELL. 

Essays Olt English TVriters, for the Self-improvement of 
Students in English Literature. . 

Other People's Wtild()1lJs. By J. HAIN FRISWELL. 6s. 
}: A Man's J.7ioughts. By J. HAIN FRISWELL. 

The Countess of Pembroke's Arcadia. By Sir PHILIP SIDNEY. 
New Edition, 63. 

----------------
George Eliot: a Critl~·al Study of her Lift. By G. W. COOKE. 

Crown 8vo, lOS. 6d. 
German. See BEUMER. 
Germany. By S. BARING-GOULD. Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. 
Gibbs (J. R.) Britisk Honduras. Crown 8vo, 7s. 6d. 
GI7der (W. n.) Ice-Pack and Tundra. An Account of the 

Search for the" Jeannette." 8vo, I8s. 
__ - Schwatka's Search. Sledging in quest of the Franklin 

Records. Illustrated, 8vo, I2S. 6d. 
Gilpill's Forest Scenery. Edited by F. G. HEATH. Post 8vo, 

7s• 6d• ' 
Glas (John) The Lord's Slipper. Crown 8vo, 4S. 6d. 
Gord()1t (f. E. II., B.A. Can/ab.) FOllr Lectures on Etean'c 

Induction at the Royal Institution, 1878'9. IHust., square I6mo, 3s• 
____ , Elearie Liglzting. Illustrated, 8vo, I8s. 
___ Physical Treatise on Electricity and Maple/ism. 2nd 

Edition, enlarged, with coloUred, full-page,&c., Illust. 2 vols., 8vo, 42>'. 
Gouffi (fules) Royal Cookery Book. Translated and adapted 

for EnO'lish use by ALPHONSE GOUFFE, Head Fastrycook to the. 
Queen.'" ~ew Edition, with plates in colours, Woodcuts, &c., 8vo, 
gilt e,l!:,es, 42S• 

_ Domestic Edition, half-bound, lOS. 6d. 
Great Artists. See" Biographies." 
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Greal Historic Galleries of Englanri (The). Edited by LoRD 
RONALD GoWER, Trustee of the National Portrait Gallery. Ptr11lanml 
Photographs of celebrated Pictures. Vol. I., imperial 4to, gilt edge .. 
36.r. Vol. II., 2/. I2s. 6d.; III., 21. I2s. 6d.; IV., 2/. 12S. 6d. 

Great Musicians. Edited by F. HUEFFER. A Series of 
Biographies, crown 8vo, 3S. each :-

Bach. Handel. 
-Beethoven. Haydn. 
- Berlioz. -Marcello. 

English Church Com· Mendelssohn. 
posers. By BARETT. Mozart. 

-Gluck. -Palestrina. 
• I" ;npa.raiitlll. 

Purcell. 
Rossini. 
Schubert. 
Schumann. 
Richard Wa,,"Iler. 
Weber. 

Grollfnann (w. A. B.) Camps in the Rockies. 8vo, I2s.6ti. 
Groves (J. Percy) Charll/outh Grange: a Tale of the Seven

teenth Century. I\lustrated, small post 8vo, gilt, 6.r.; plainer. 5s. 
Guizofs History of France. Translated by ROBERT BLACK. 

Super-royal 8vo, very numerous Full-pa"ae and other Illustrations. In 
8 v'lls., cloth extra, gilt, each 24S. This work is re-issued in cheaper 
bintllilg. 8 vols., at lor. 6d. each • 

.. It sUPl-ii!S • <nIlt which has long been felt, and ought to be in the hands of all 
students of history. '-Tinus. 

llIasson's School Eriitifm. Abridged 
from the Translation by Robert Black, with Chronological Index, His
torical and Genealogical Tables, &c. By Professor GUSTAVE MASSON, 
B.A. With 24 full-page Portraits, and other I\lustrations. I vol., 
8vo, 600 pp., lor. 6d. 

Guizot's History of Englanti. In 3 vols. of about 500 pp. each, 
containing 60 to 70 full-page and other I\lustrations, cloth extra, gilt, 
24S. each ; re-issue in cheaper binding, lor_ 6d. each. 

,4 For luxury of typography, plainness of print, and beauty of illustration! these 
volumes. of which but one has as yet appeared in Eoe-lish, will bold theU' own 
against any production of an age so luxurious as our own In everything, typography 
Dot excepted. "-Ti",ls. 

GU)'On (AIrie.) Life. By UPHAM. 6th Edition, crown 8vo, 6s. 

HALL (W. W.) How to Live Long,· or, 1408 Health Maxims, 
Physical, Mental, and Moral. 2nd Edition, small post 8vo, 2s. 

Hamillon (E.) Recollections of Fly-fishing for Salmon, Trout, 
and Grayling. With their Habits, Haunts, and History. lIIustrated, 
small post 8vo. 6.r.; large paper (100 numbered copies), lor.6d. 

Hanris (T.) Numerical Exercises in Clumistry. Cr. 8vo, 2S. 6rJ. 
and 2s.; Answers separately, 6d. 

Harriy (Thomas). See Low's STANDARD NOVELS. 
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Hargreaves (Capt.) Voyage round Great Britain. Illustrated. 
Crown 8vo, ss. 

Harland (Marian) Home Kitchen: a CollectirJn of Practical 
and Inexpensive Receipts. Crown 8vo, ss. 

Harpeys lI£onthly Magazine. Published Monthly. I6Q pages, 
fully Illustrated. Is. 

Vol. I. December, 1880, to May, 1881. 
" II. June to November, 1881. 
" III. December, 1881, to May, 1882 • 

. " IV. June to November, 1882. 
" V. December. 1882, to May, 1883. 
" VI. June to November, 1883. 
" VII. December, 1883, to May, 1884. 
,; VIII. June to November, 1884. 
" IX. December, 1884, to May, 188S. 

Super·royal 8vo, Ss. 6d. each. 
" I Harper's Magazine' is·so thicklh sown with excellent illustration. that to count 

:~:~r:-:u~feb~:t ~ft~~ ~~!i~:~n~~ts!e~ti~ !:!:~c;~~~ ~h~~~~eJl~i!: ::,,;;;~~~ 
St. Ja",es'l Gazette. 

II It is so pretty, so bi~, and so che3.p. • •• An extraordinary shiJIings\Yortb-
160 large octavo pages, wlth over a 'score of articles, and more than three times a5 
many illustrations. "-Edin6urgk Daily RnJie-w. 

U An amazing shillingsworth ••• combining choice literature DC both Dations."
NtmCon/ormist. 

Harrison (Mary) Skilful Cook.- a Practical Manual of Modern 
Experience. Crown 8vo, ss. 

Harrison (Mrs. Burton) The Old-fashioned Fairy Book. 
Illustrated by ROSINA EMMETT. 16mo, 2S. 6d . 

. FIatton (Joseph) Journalistic London.- 'with Engravings and 
Portraits of Distinguished Writers of the Day. Fcap. 4to, 12S. 6d. 

_ Three Recruits, and the Girls they lift behtnd them. 
Small post 8vo, 6s. 

II It hurries us along in unflagging excitement,"-Timts. 

--See also" Low's Standard Novels." 
Heath (Francis George) Autumnal Leaves. New Edition, 

with Coloured Plates in Facsimile from Nature. Crown 8vo, I¥. 
___ Fern Paradise. New Edition, with Plates and Photos., 

crown 8vo, I2S. 6d. 
_ .Fern Portfolio. Section r. Coloured Plates. Folio, ss. 
__ Fern World. With Nature-printed Coloured Plates. 

New Edition, crown 8vo, I2s.6d. 
_ Gilpin'S Forest Scenery. 

New Edition, 7s.6d. 
_ Our Woodland Trees. 

Engravings. Small 8vo, 12S. 6d. 

Illustrated, 8vo, I2S. 6d.; 

With Coloured Plates and 
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IIeath (Frallds George) Peasant Life in Ihe West {If ElIgl:md. 
New Edition, crown 8vo, lar. 6d. 

--- Sylvan Spring. With Coloured, &c., Illustrations. 
12S.6d. 

--- Trees and Ferns. Illustrated, crown 8vo, 3S. 6d. 
--- Wlzere to Find Ferns. Crown 8vo, 2S. 

Heber (Bishop) IIy1l1ns. Illustrated Edition. With upwards 
of 100 beautiful Engravings. Small 4tO, handsomely bound, 7s. 6d. 
Morocco, ISs. 6d. and21S. New and Cheaper Edition, cloth,3s. 6d. 

IIeldlllamz (Bernard) lVEutzizy on Board Ihe Ship" Leander." 
Small post 8vo, gilt edges, numerous Illustrations, 5s. 

HeIlly (G. A.) Winni11g his Spurs. Illustrations. Cr. 8vo, ss. 
--- Cornet oj Horse: A Story for Boys. Illust., cr. 8vo, ss. 
---Jack Archer: " Taleojlhe Crimea. Illust., crown 8vo, 6s. 
Herrick (Robert) Poetry. Preface by AUSTIN DOBSON. With 

numerous Illustrations by E. A. ABBEY. 4to, gilt edges, 42S. 
Hill (Staveley, Q. C., M.P.) From HOllie 10 Home: Two Lollg 

Vacations at the Foot of the Rocky Mountains. With Wood 
Engravings and Photogravures. 8vo, 2Js. 

Hitchman, Public Lift oj the Right Hon. Bmjamziz Disrael;, 
Earl of Beaconsfield. 3rd Edition, with Portrait. Crown 8vo, 3s. 6<1. 

Hodson (J. S.) Art Illustration for Books, Periodicals, cpc. 
8vo, ISS. 

Hole (Rev. Canon) Nice a1ld her Neighbours. Small 4tO, 
with numerous choice Illustrations, 16s. 

Holmes (0. 1Vendell) Poetical TVtlrks. 2 vols., 18mo, ex-
quisitely printed, and cllastely bound in limp cloth, gilt tops, lar. 6d. 

H{lPPtlS (y. D.) Riverside Papers. 2 vols., 12S. 

Hugo (Victor) "1Vi1/ety-Three." Illustrated. Crown 8vo, 6s. 
--- Toilers oj the Sea. Crown 8vo, fancy b.oards, 2S. 

---Historyoja Crime. Storyojthe Coupd'Elat. Cr. Svo, 6s. 
Hundred Greatest lVEen (The). 8 portfolios, 21S. each, or 4 vols., 

half.morocco, gilt edges, 10 guineas. New Ed., I VO!., royallivo, 21S. 
Hurrell (H.) and Hyde. Law oj .lJ1i·ecltlTs alld Officials of 

Joint Stock Companies. 8vo, JS. 6<1. 
Hutchinson (Thos.) .Diary ,alld Letters. Demy 8vo, cloth, 16s. 
Hutchisson Cw. H.) Pen a1/d Pencil Sketches: Eighteen Ymrs 

in Bengal. 8vo. ISS. 

Hygiene and Public Health. Edited by A. H. BUCK," M.D 
Illustrated. 2 vols., royal 8vo. 42S. 

Hymnal Companion oj Commo" PraJ'er. See BICKERSTETH. 
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ILLUSTRATE.D Text-Books of Art-Educall(JII. Edited by 
EDWARD J. POYNTER, R.A. Each Volume contains numerous l1lus. 
trations, and is strongly bound for Students, price 5s. Now ready:-

PAINTING. 
Classic and ItaUan. By PERCY I French and Spanish. 

R. HEAD. English and American. 
German, Flemish, and Dutch. 

ARCHITECTURE. 
Classic and Early Christia.n. 
Gothic and Renaissance. By T. ROGER SMITH. 

• SCULPTURE. 
Antique: Egyptian and Greek. 

Index to the English Cataloglle, Jan., 1874, to Dec., 1880. 
RoyalSvo, half·morocco, 18s. 

Irish Birthday Book; from Speeches and TVritil1gs of Irish 
Men and Women, Catholic and Protestant. Selected by lI1ELUSINE. 
Small 8vo, 5s. 

Irving (Henry) Impressions of America. By J. HATTON. 2 
.vols., 21S.) New Edition, I vol., 6$. 

Irvillg ( Washington). Complete Library Edition of his Works 
in 27 Vols., Copyright, Unabridged, and with the Author's Latest 
Revisions, called the" Geoffrey Crayon" Edition, handsomely printed 
in large square 8vo, on superfine laid paper. Each volume, of about 
500 pages, fully Illustrated. 12$. 6d. per vol. Se~al$o" Little Britain." 

---- (CC American Men of Letters.") 2S. 6d. 

JAMES (C.) Curiosities of Law mid Lau')'ers. 8vo, 7s. 6d. 

Japan. See AUDSLEY. 
Jarves (J. J.) Italian Rambles. Square I6mo, 5s. 
JOhnsOIl, T-v. Lloyd Garrisol1 and his Times. Cr. 8vo, I2S • . 6d. 
Johnston (H.. H.) River Congo, from its lIfoltth to Bolobo. 

New Edition, 8vo, 21$. 
Johnston (R. M) Old Mark Langston: a Tale of Duke's Creek. 

Crown 8vo, 5$. . 
JOlles (llfajor) The Emigrants' Friend. A Complete Guide to 

the United States. New Edition. 2$. 6d. 
JOlltS (Mrs. Herbert) Sandringham: Past and Present. Illus

trated, crown 8vo, 8$. 6d. 
Joyful Lays. SUllday School Song Book. By LOWRY and 

DOANE. Boards, 2$. 
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Julien (R) English Studenfs French Examiner. 16mo,2s. 
--- First Lessons in Conversational French Grammar. 

Crown 8vo, Is. 
--- French at Home and at School. Book I., Accidence, 

&c. Square crown 8vo, zs. 
--- Conversational French Reader. J6mo, cloth, 2S. 6t1. 
--- Petites Lefons de Conversation eI tie Grammaire. New 

Edition, JS. 
--- Phrases of Daily Use. Limp cloth, 6d. 

KELSEY (c. B.) Diseases of tIle Rectum and Anus. 
Illustrated. 8vo, 18s. 

Kell/pis (Tl101IIas a) Daily Text-Book. Square 16mo, 2S. 6d. j 
interleaved as a Birthday Book, 3S. 6d. 

Kludives and Pashas. Sketches of Contemporary Egyptian 
Rulers and Statesmen. Crown 8vo, 7s. 6d. 

Kid/and. Skipper IVors/. By the Earl of Ducie. Cr. 8yo, los.6d. 
Kingston (W. H. G.) Dick Cllez·dey. Illustrated, 16mo, gilt 

edges, 7s. 6d.; plainer binding, plain edges, Ss. 
--- Heir of Kilftnnan. Uniform, 7s. 6d. j also ss. 
- Snow-Shoes and CallOes. Uniform, 7s. 6d. j also ss. 
--- TlI.lo Supercargoes. Uniform, 7s. 6d. ; also ss. 
- With Axe and Rifle. Uniform, 7s. 6d. j also ss. 
Knight (E. R) Albania and Montenegro. lIlust. 8yo, 12s.6d. 
Knight (E. J.) Cruise of the " Falcon." A Voyage round the 

World in a 3()o Ton Yacht, must. New Ed. 2 vols .• crown 8vo. 24S. 

L ANGSTAFF-HA VILAND (R. J.) Enslaved. 3 vols., 
31S

•
6d• 

Lanier (Sidney) Boy's Froissart. lIlus., cr. 8yo, gilt edges, 7s. 6d. 
- Boy's King Arthur. Uniform, 7s. 6d. 
---. Boy's AfabillOgion,· Original Welsh Legends of Klilg 

Artbur. Uniform, 7s. 6d. 
- Boy's Percy: Ballads of L01.'e anti Atlventure, sdected 

from the" Reliques." Uniform, 7s. 6d. 
Lanst/dI(D.) Through Siberia. 2 vols., 8vo, 30S.; I voI., lOS. 6d. 
--- Russia in Cmtral Asia. Illustrated. 2 vols, 42S. 
Lardm (w.) School COllrse on Heat. Second Edition, Illus-

trated, crown 8vo, sr. 
Lathrop (G. P.) Newport. Crown 8vo, ss. 
Legal Profession: Romantic Stones. 7S. 6d. 
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Lmnard (T. B.) To Married Women and Womm about to be 
Married, &c. 6ti. 

Lenormant (F.) Beginnzngs of History. Crown 8vo, 12S. 6d. 

Leonardo da Vinci's Litera..y Works. Edited by Dr. JEAN 
PAUL RICHTER. Containing his Writings on Painting, Sculpture, 
~and Architecture, his Philosophical Maxims, Humorous Writings, and 
Miscellaneous Notes on Personal Events, on his Contemporarie~i on 
Literature, &c. ; published from Manuscripts. 2 vols., imperial 8vo, 
containing about 200 Drawings in Autotype ReprodUctions, and nu. 
merous other Illustrations. Twelve Guineas. 

Lewald (Fanny) Stella. Transl:,tted. 2 vols., 18mo, 4S. 

Library of Religious Poetry. Best Poems of all Ages. Edited 
by SCHAFF and GILMAN. Royal 8vo, 2IS.; re.issue in cheaper bind. 
ing, lat. 6t1. 

LIndsay (w. S.) History of Merchant ShippIng. Over 150 
Illustrations, Maps, and Charts. In 4 vols., derny 15vo, cloth extra. 
Vols. 1 and 2, lIS. each; vols. 3 and 4. 14S. each. 4 vols., Sat. 

Lillie (Lucy E.) PrudC1lce: a Story of Aisthetic London. 5s. 

Little Britain, The Spectre Bridegroom, and Legend of Slmjy 
Hollow. By WASHINGTON IRVING. An entirely New Edition de 
luxe. Illustrated by 120 very fine Engravings on Wood, by Mr. 
J. D. COOPER. Designed by Mr. CHARLES O. MURRAY. Re-issue, 
square crown 8vo, cloth, 6s. . 

Logan (Sir Wm. E.) Life. By B. J. HARRINGTON. 8vo, I2S. 6d. 
Long (Mrs.) Peace and War in the Transvaal. I 2~O, 3S' 6d. 
Lorne (Marquis of) Memories of Canada and Scotland. 

Speeches and Verses. Crown 8vo, 7s. 6ti. 

Low's Standard Library of Travel and Adventure. Crown 8vo, 
uniform in cloth extra, 7s. 6ti., except where price is given. 
I. The Great Lone Land. By Major W. F. BUTLER, C.B. 
2. The Wild North Land. By Major W. F. BUTLER, C.B. 
3. How I found Livingstone. By H. M. STANLEY. 
4. Through the Da.rk Continent. By H. M. STANLEY. I2s. 6t1. 
5. The Threshold of the Unknown Region. By C. R. MARK' 

HAM. (4th Edition, with Additional Chapters, lOs. 6,1.) 
6. Cruise of the Challengsr. By W. J. J. SPRY, R.N. 
7. Burnaby's On Horseback through Asia Minor. lat. 6ti. 
8. Schweinfllrth's Heart of Africa. 2 vols., ISS. 
9. Marshall's Through America. 

10. Lansdell's Through Siberia.. Illustrated and unabridged, 
1~.6d. 
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LInus Standard Nor/els. Small post 8vo, cloth extra, 6$. each, 
unless otherwise stated. 
A Daughter of Heth. By W. BLACK. 
In Silk Attire. By W. BLACK. 
Kilmeny. A Novel. By W. BLACK. 
Lady Silverdale's Sweetheart. By W. BLACK. 
Sunrise. By W. BLACK. 
Three Feathers. By WILLIAM BLACK. 
Alice Lorraine. By R. D. BLACKMORE. 
Christowell, a Dartmoor Tale. By R. D. BLACKMORE. 
Clara Vaughan. By R. D. BLACKMORE. 
Cradock Nowell. By R. D. BLACKMORE. 
Cripps the Carrier. By R. D. BLACKMORE. 
Erema; or, My Father's Sm. By R. D. BLACKMORE. 
Lorna Doone. By R. D. BLACKMORE. 
Mary Anerley. By R. D. BLACKMORE. 
Tommy Upmore. By R. D. BLACKMORE. 
An English Squire. By Miss COLERIDGE. 
A Story of the Dragonnades; or, Asylum Christi. Dy the Rev. 

E. GILLIAT, M.A. 
A Laodicean. By THOMAS HARDY. 
Far from the Madding Crowd. By THOMAS HARDY. 
Pair of Blue Eyes. By THOMAS HARDY. 
Return of the Native. By THOMAS HARDY. 
The Hand of Ethelberta. By THOMAS HARDY. 
The Trumpet Majot'. By THOMAS HARDY. 
Two on a Tower. By THOMAS HARDY. 
Three Recruits. By JOSEPH HATTON. 
A Golden Sorrow. By Mrs. CASHEL HOEY. New Edition. 
Out of Court. By Mrs. CASHEL HOEY. • 
History.ot a Crime: Story of the Coup d'Etat. VICTOR HUGO. 
Ninety-Three. By VICTOR HUGO. Illustrated. 
Adela Cathcart. By GEORGE MAC DONALD. 
Guild Court. By GEORGE MAC DONALD. 
Mary Marston. By GEORGE MAC DONALD. 
Stephen Archer. New Ed. of "Gifts." By GEORGE IlIAC DONAtD. 
The Vicar's Daughter. By GEORGE MAC DONALD. 
Weighed and Wanting. By GEORGE MAC DONALD. 
Diane. By Mrs. MACQUOID. 
Elinor Dryden. By Mrs. MACQUOID. 
My Lady Greensleeves. By HilLEN MATHERS. 
Alaric Spenceley. By Mrs. J. H. RIDDIlLL. 
Daisies and Buttercups. By Mrs. J. H. RIDDELL. 
The Senior Partnsr. By Mrs. J. H. RIDOELL. 
A Struggle for Fame. By Mrs. J. H. RIDDELL. 
Jack'S Courtship. By W. CLARK RUSSELL. 
John Holdsworth. By W. CLARK RUSSELL. 
A Sailor's Sweetheart; By W. CLARK RUSSELl •• 
Sea. Queen. By W. Cr.ARK RUSSELL. 
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Watch Below. By W. CLARK RUSSELL.' 
Wreck otthe Grosvenor. By W. CLARK RUSSELL. 
The Lady Maud. By W. CLARK RUSSELL. 
Little Loo. By W. CLARK RUSSELL. 
My Wife and I. By Mrs. BEECHER STOWE. 
Poganuc People, their Loves and Lives. By Mrs. B. STOWE. 
Ben Hur: a Tale of the Ohrist. By LEW. \Y ALLACE. 
Anne. By CONSTANCE FENIMORE WOOLSON. 
For the Major. By CONSTANCE FENIMORE \YOOLSON. ss. 
French Heiress in her own Ohateau. 

Low's Handbook to the Chan'ties of London. Edited and revised 
to date by C. MACKESON, F.S.S., Editor of .. A Guide to the 
Churches of London and its Suburbs," &c. Yearly, Is. 6d.; Paper, IS. 

M CCORMICK (R.). Voyages of .DisC07'ery ill the Arctic 
and Antarctic Seas in the .. Erebus" and .. Terror," in Search of 

Sir John Franklin, &c., with Autobiographical Notice by the Author, 
who was Medical Officer to each Expedition. With Maps and Litho· 
graphic, &c., Illustrations. 2 vols., royal 8vo, 52S. 6d • 

.Afacdonald (A.) "Our Seeptred Isle" and its TVtJrld-'wlae 
Empire. Small post 8vo, cloth, 4'" 

.ltfac.Donald (G.) Oris. Small post 8vo, 6s. 
--- See also" Low's Standard Novels." 
.AIacgre/{or (.John) "Rob Roy" on the Baltic. srd Edition, 

small post 8vo, 2S. 6d.; cloth, gilt edges, y. 6d. 
--- A Thousand Miles ;n the "Rob Roy" Canoe. lIth 

Edition, small post 8vo, 2S. 6ti. ; cloth, gilt edges, 3s. 6d. 
--- Voyage Alone in the Yawl" Rob Roy." New Editior:, 

with additions, small post 8vo, 5s.; 3s.6d. and 2<. 6d. 
Macfjuoid(Mrs.). See Low's STANDARD NOVELS . 
.Alagazine. . See DECORATION, ETCHER, HARPER. 
Magyarland. Travels thrill/gil the Snowy Carpathians. Bya 

Fellow of the Carpathian Society, and Author of" The ~ndian Alps." 
With about 120 Woodcuts from the Author's drawings. 2 vols., Svo, 38s. 

Manitoba. See BRYCE and RAE • 
.Afaria Theresa. See BROGLIE. 
Marked" In Hasle." A Story of To·day. Crown 8vo, 8s. 6d. 
.Afarkham (Adm.) Nal lal Career during the Old War. 8vo, 14S . 
.A£arkham (C. B..) The Threshold of the Unk'10'lcJn Regiol1. 

Crown 8vo, with Four Maps, 4th Edition. Cloth extra, lOS. 6d. 
--- War between Peru afld CMIt: 1879-1881. Third Ed. 

Crown 8ve, with Maps, lOS. 6'/. See:Uso " Foreign Countries." 
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JJIarshall (W. G.) Tlzrough Ammca. New Ed., cr. 8vo, 7s.6d. 

JJfarlin (y. W:) Roat Fishing and Spillning in the Nottingham 
Style. Crown 8vo, 2$. 6<1. 

JJfaro;,z (Charles) Russian Ad1'ance ttrdlards India. 8vo, 16s. 

JJfaury (Commantkr) Physical Geography of the Sea, and ils 
Meteorology. New Edition, with Charts and Di .... arnms, cr. 8vo,6s. 

Men of Mark: a Gallery of ConlempuraryPorlrai/s of/he 11I0st 
Eminent Men of the Day, specially taken from Life. Complete in 
Seven Vols., 4to, handsomely bound, cloth, gilt edges, 2SS. each. 

Mendelssohn Family (Tlze), 1729-1847. From Letters and 
Journals. Translated. New Edition, 2 vols., Svo, 3or. 

Mendelssohn. See also" Great Musicians." 

Mesney (W.) Tungktilg. Crown 8vo, 3S. 6d. 

Mi1lard (0. B.) Bdghfs Di.'!ase of the Kidluys. Illustrated. 
8vo, 12$.6<1. 

llfi/dlell (D. G.; n. Manle/) Works. Uniform Edition, 
small 8vo, ss. each. 

Bound together. I Reveries of a Bachelor. 
Doctor Johns. Seven Stories, Basement and Attic. 
Dream Life. Wet Days at Edgewood. 
Out-of· Town Places. 

Milford (JJlary Russell) Our Village. With 12 full-pape and 157 
smaller Cuts. Cr. 4to, cloth, gilt edges, 2 IS. ; cheaper binding, lor. 6<1. 

Mollett (J. lV.) Illus/raled Dic/ionary of IVords used in Art and 
Archreology. Terms in Architecture, Arms, Bronzes, Christian Art, 
Colour, Costume. Decoration, Devices, Emblems, Heraldry, Lace, 
Personal Ornaments, Pottery, Painting, Sculpture, &c. Small4to, ISS. 

Morley (H.) English Literature in /he Reign of Vic/oria. 
2000th volume of the Tauchnitz Collection of Authors. 18mo, 2$. 6<1. 

Muller (E.) Noble IVords ami Noble Deeds. By PHILIPPOTEAux. 
Square imperiall6mo, cloth e:dra, 7s. 6<1.; plainer binding, SS. 

Music. See "Great Musicians." 

N 'E W Ch,1tfs Play (A). Sixteen Drawings by E. V. B. 
Beautifully printed in colours, 4to, cloth extra, I2S. 6d. 
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A'nv Zazla,,4. See BRADSHAW. 

,/lPnt.'6iggi,,'s Shldta aM Tala. I8mo, 4S. 
,NnlitJulhiulIlJ. See RAE. 

III 

,NidltJI/s (f. H. K~rry) TM Kin~ utml'Y: bjltJlllliollS iii 
New Ze2land.· Many Illustrations and Map. New Edition. 8m, 2U'. 

NidrtJISQ1I (C) lJ'Qrk an4 Workn of llu Bn"tisA A~>tXi.Jti.I", 
12DlOt u. 

Auon (J.) ulllplm S/tJ'Y ofille TTlUlSNol. 8vo, IllS. 64. 
.N~nlII4f (C) CzliftJ,."ld. for Hmltlt, Pleasure, aM .RaiJota. 

New Edition. 8m, with Maps and Illustrations, 12S. 6./. 

.. ,c>rlllhrK>1l Gal/D')'. Edited by Lord Ronald Gower. 36 Per
manent Phot<J&l'2phs. Imperial4to, 6Jt.; l:uge paper, lOSS. 

A-"IIIin~ 1.1 1reor .. an4 Tfl'O .. UillWns. By W. A. BUTLER. 
New Edition. Small post 8vo, in sti1f c:oloured 1mlPper, IS. 

Aursny PlaplUlla (Prince of). 1II 7 Coloured Pictures for 
Children by eminent Artists. Folio, in c:oloored boards, 6r. 

OBRIEN (Po B.) Fifty l'tan 0/ u"asswlIS to Irdad 
Y 01. I .. 8vo, IW. 

- IrisA L,,1i QueslitJII., an4 EngiisA Quesli<lll. New 
Edition. feap. 8vo, 21. 

Orris (C. F.) Fumng wiJ/a IIIe Fly. Dlustrated. 8vo, 12S. 64 

Our Little Ones in H«l~1I. Edited by the Rev. H. ROBBI~'S. 
With Fronti"l'iece after Sir JOSHUA REYNOLDS. New Edition. ss-

Out/ula of O""'IIIUIJ in all SIj'les. A Work of Reference for 
the Architect. Art Manufacturer, Decorati..e Artist, and Practical 
Painter. By W. and G. A. AUDSLEY. Small folio, 60 plates, with 
text. cloth gilt, 3u. 6./. 

();l'UI (Drluglas) Manile Insurance ... \-"Ies aM CIoMses. New 
Edition. 14-<0· 

P ALLISER (Mn.) A History of Loa. New Edition, with 
additional c:nts and text. 8vo, 2U. 

--- TIle Clli"" CtJll«lt.>rs PtXl«1 UlRjIo,u.,II. With up
wards of 1000 Illustrations of Marks and Monograms. Small 8vo, SS. 

PaSCH (C E.) Loll4tJn of Ttl-Day. Illust., crown 8\"0, 31. 64. 
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Perseus, the Gorgon Sla)·er. With Col. Plates, ~qua;e evo, ss. 
PharmacopO!ia of the United Siaies of America. evo, 2lS. 

Philpot (H. J.) Diabetes Mellitus. Crown 8vo, 5s. 
--- Diet 5)'slem. Three Tables, in cases, IS. each. 

Pholography. See TISSANDIER. 
Pitllo (Major Serpa) HO'ltl I Crossed Africa. With 24 full-page 

and 118 half-page and smaller Illustrations, 13 small Maps, and I large 
oue. 2 vols., 8vo, 42S. 

Poe (E. A.) The Raven. Illustr. by DoRE. Imperial folio, 63s. 
Poems of the Inner Lift. Chiefly from Modern Authors. 

Small 8vo, ss. 
Polar Expeditions. See GILDER, KOLDEWEY, MARKHAM, 

MCCORMICK, MAcGAHAN, NARES, NORDENSKIOLD. 

Politics and Lift in Mars. l2mo, 2S. 6d. 
Powell (W.) Wanderings in a Wild Country .. or, Three Ytars 

among the Cannibals of New Britain. Illustr., 8vo, 18s.; cr. 8vo, 5s. 

PO'ltIer (Frank) Letters from Khartoum during tlze Siege. 
Fcap. 8vo, boards, Is. 

Prisons, Her lJfajesty's, their Effects and Defects. New Ed., 6s. 
Poynter (Edward J., R.A.). See" Illustrated Text-books." 
Publisher! Circular (The), and General Record of Bn·tish and 

Foreign Literature. Published on the 1st and 15th of every Month, 3d. 

RAE (W. Fraser) From New/oundland to Manitoba; 
Canada's Maritime, Mining, and Prairie Provinces. Crown 8vo. 6s. 

Rambaud (A.) History of Russia. 2 vols., SVO, 36s. 
Reade (A.) Tea and Tea·Drinking. Illustrated. Crown 8vo, IS. 

Rcber(F.) History of Ancient Art. 8vo, I8s. 

Redford (G.) Ancimt Sculpture. Crown 8vo, 5s. 
Richer than Wealth. 3 vols., crown 8vo, 3IS. 6d. 
RieMer (Dr. flan Paul) Italian Art in the National Gailery. 

4to. Illustrated. Cloth gilt, 2/. 21.; half-morocco, uncut, 2/. 121. 6d. 

--- See also LEONARDO DA VINCI. 



List of PuMcatlons. 

Riddell (lIlrs.J. H.) See Low's STANDARD NOVELS. 

Robbl Hood; Merry Adventures of. Written and illustrated 
by HOWARD PYLE. ImperialSvo, ISS. _ 

Robinson (Pllit.) Chasing a For/une, cpc.: Stories. IS. 6d. 
and IS. . 

- In my Indiall Garden. Crown 8vo, limp cloth, 3S. 6d. 
---'- Noah's Ark. A Contribution to the Study of lTllliatural 

History. Small post Svo. us. 6d. 

--- Sinners and Saints: a TOllr across th.! United States of 
America, and Round them. Cr~wn Svo, lOS. 6d. 

--- U1tder the Punkah. Crown 8vo, limp cloth, SS. 
Robinson (Serjeant) Wealth and its Sources. Stray Thoughts. ss. 
Rocks/ro (H7. S.) History of Music. 8vo, 14S. 
Roe (E. P.) Nature's Sen'al Story • . Illustrated, 4to, 24S. 
Roland .. the Story of. Crown 8vo, illustrated, 6s. 
Roma11tic Ston'es of the Legal Profession. Crown 8vo, 7s. 6d. 
Roosevelt (Blanche) Stage-struck; or, She would be an Optra 

Singer. 2 vols., crown !lvo, 21S. 
Rose (y.) Complete Practical Machinist. New Ed., 1 2mo, 1 2S. 6d. 
--"'- Mechanical Drawing. Illustrated, sma1l4to, 16s. 
Rose Library (ne). Popular Literature of all Countries. Each 

volume, IS.; cloth, 21. 6d. Many of the Volumes are Illustrated
Little Women. By LOUISA M. ALCOTT. 
Little Women Wedded. Forming a Sequel to .. Little Women." 
Little Women and Little Women Wedded. I vol., cloth gilt,3s. 6d. 
Little Men. ;By L. M. ALCOTT. 21.; cloth gilt, 3s. 6d. 
An Old-Fashioned Girl. By LOUISA M. ALCOTT. 21.; cloth, 

3s• 6d• 
Work. A Story of Experience. By L. M. ALCOTT. 3s. 6d.; 2 vols., 

Is. each •. 
Stowe (Mrs. K. :B.) The Pearl ot OrT'S Island. 
-- The Minister's Wooing. 
-- We and our Neighbours. 2S.; cloth gilt, 6s. 
-- My Wite and I. 2S.; cloth gilt, 6s. 
Bans :Brinker; or, the Silver Skates. By Mrs. DODGE. 
My Study Windows. By J. R. LOWELL. 
The Guardian Angel. By OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES. 
My Summer in a Garden~ By C. D. WARNEIto 
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Bose Liorary (The)-conlinud. 
Dred. By Mrs. BUCHER. STOWE. 21.; cloth gilt. 31.6.( 
Farm Ballads.. By WILL C.ULETON. 
Farm Festivals. By WILL CARLETON. 
Farm Legends. By WILL CAIlLETON. 
The Clients of Dr. Bernagius. 31. 6.( ; 2 parts, II. each. 
The Undiscovered Country. By 'V. D. HowELLS. 31.6.1. and IS. 
Baby:Rue. By C. M. CLAY. 31. 6tI. and II. 
The :Bose in Bloom. By L. M. ALcOTT. 21.; cloth gilt, 3I.6tI. 
Eight; Cousins. By L. M. ALCOTT. 21.; cloth gilt. 31. 6d. 
Under the Lilacs. By L. M. ALCOTT. 21.; also 31. 6.1. 
Silver Pitchers. By LoUISA M. ALCoTT. 31. 6tI. and II. 
,Jimm,-'a Cruise in the "Pinafore," and other Tales. Ily 

LoUISA M. ALCOTT. 21.; cloth gilt. 31. 6tI. 
,Jack and,Jill. By LoUISA M. ALCoTT. SS.; 21. 

Hitherto. By the Anthor of the "Gaywortbys." z \"OIs., lS.each; 
I yo1., cloth gilt, 31. 6tI. 

Friends: a Duet. By E. STUAIlT PHELPS. 3I.6d. 
.A. Gentleman of LeiauJe. A NoveL By EDC.U FAWCETT. 

31. 6tI.; IS. 

The Sto..,. of Helen "boy. 31. 6.1.; also IS. 

BOllnd the Yule Log: Nurtlltgioll Folk and Fairy Tales. 
Tr:msIated from the Norwegian of P. CHIl. ASBjOIlNSL'(. With 100 
llIustratioDS after drawings by Norwegian Artists, and an Introduction 
by E. W. Gosse. Imperiall6mo, cloth extra, gilt edges, 71.6d. 

RUNsseld (Lollis) &11 of the C""sla6le of Frana. Small post 
Svo, numerous Illustrations, ,St. 

-- King of the Ti~: (I Slury of Cmtral JIII/ia. Illus
trated. SmaIl post Svo, gilt. 6r.; plainer, ss. 

--- DflImmer Bgy. Illustrated. Small post Bvo, 5s. 
Bllssell (Jv. Clarl) Englis" ChonfUl Purls an,1 the EsloIle 

of the East and West India Dock Company. Crown Svo, u. 

---Jadls CDurlshiJ. 3 voIs.. 31S. 6a.; I vol. 6s. 
--- T71e Lady Naill!. 3 vols.. 3u. 6J.; I voL. 6s. 

--- Lillie Zoo. New Edition. small post 8vo, 61. 

---iIIy JVale" BelO1tI .. or, Yams Sjllll fL..hen ".If Dilly. 
SmaIl post 8vo, 6r. 

--- Sailor's LnngFlogt. Illustrated. Crown 8vo, 31. 6d. 



List oj Publications. 

Russell (Tv. Clark) Sea Queen. 3 vols., 31s. 6d.; I voL, 6s. 
- IVreck oj tll4 Grosvenor. 4to, sewed, 6d. 
--- See also Low's STANDARD NOVELS. 
Russell (w. D., LL.D.) H~perothen: Notes from the Western 

World. A Ramble through part of the United States. Canada, and 
the Far West, in 1881. By W. H. RUSSELL, LL.D. 2 vols., crown 
8vo, 24J'. 

- The Tour oj tll4 Pn·nce oj Wales in India. By 
w. H. RUSSELL, LL.D. Fully Illustrated by SYDNEY P. HALL, 
M.A. Super-royal 8vo, gilt edges, S2S. 6</.; large paper, 843. 

SAINTS and their Symbols: A Companion in tll4 Churr:hes 
and Picture Galleries of Europe. Illustrated. Royall6mo, y. 6</. 

Salisbury (Lord) Life and Speeches. By F. S. Palling, M.A. 
2 vols., crown 8vo, 21S. 

Saunders (A.) Our Dom~ti, Birds: Poultry in England and 
New Zealand. Crown 8vo, 6.r. . 

Scherr (Prof. J.) History oj Englisn Literature. Cr. 8vo, 8s. 6d. 
Schuyler (Eu~ne). The Life oj Peter the Great. By EUGENE 

SCHUYLER, Author of «Turkestan. II 2 voIs., 8vo, 32S. 
Schweinfurln (Georg) Hearl oj Africa. Three Years' Travels 

and Adventnres in the Unexplored Regions of Central Africa, from 
1868 to 1871. Illustrations and large Map. 2 voIs., crown 8vo, ISS. 

Scott (Leader) Rmaissance oj Arl in Italy. 4to, 3 IS. 6d. 
Sea, Ri'ller, and Creek. By GARBOARD Sl'REYKE. TlI4 Eastern 

Coast. I2mo, Is. 

Sedgwick (Major W.) Light the Dominant Force 0/ tll4 Um·veru. 
7s. 6</. 

Senior (Nassau IV.) CtJflversaiions amJ Journals in Egypt and 
Malta. 2 voIs., 8vo, 24J'. 

Senior(1V.) Watersit/eSketches. Imp. 32mo,u.6t1., boards, IS. 

Shadbolt and Mackinnon's South Afncan Campaign, 1879. 
Containing a portrait and biography of every officer who lost his 
life. . 4to, handsomely bound, 21. Iar. 

--- The Afghan Campaigns oj 1878-1880. By SYDNEY 
SHADBOLT. 2 vols., royal quarto, cloth extra, 31. 

Shakespeare. Edited by R. GRANT WHITE. 3 vols., crown 
8vo, gilt top, 36s.; /djtjq" de IUJrt, 6 vols., 8vo. cloth exLra, 6JS. . 
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Shakespeare. See also " Flowers of Shakespeare." 

Sidney (Sir Phz7ip) Arcadia. New Edition, 6s. 

Siegfried: The Story tif. Illustrated, crown 8yo, cloth, 6s. 

Sikes (Wirt). Rambles alld Studies tn Old South Wales. 8yo, I8s. 

-- British Goblins, Welsh Folk Lore. New Ed., 8yo, I8s. 

--- Studies of Assassination. I6mo, 3S. 6d. 

Sir Ro,r:.er de Coverle)l. Re-imprinted from the "Spectator." 
With I2S Woodcuts and special steel Frontispiece. Small fcap.4to, 6s. 

Smith (G.) Assyrian Explorations anti Discoveries.. Illustrated 
by Photographs and Woodcuts. New Edition, demy 8vo, ISs. 

--- The Chaldean Account of Genm's. With many Illus
trations. I6s. New Edition, revised and re-written by PROFESSOR 
SAyeE, Queen's College, Oxford. 8vo, ISs. 

Smith (.f. Moyr) Anaent Greek Female Costume. 112 Cull
page Plates and other Illustrations. Crown 8vo, 7s. 6<1. 

--- Hades of Artlenne: a Visit to Ihe Caves of Hall. Crown 
8vo, Illnstrated, ss. 

Smith (Sydl1ey) Lift anti Times. By STUART J. REID. Illus
trated. 8vo, 21S. 

Smith (1. Roger) A rchiteclure, Gothic and Renaissance. Il
lustrated, crown 8vo, ss. 

Illustrated. Crown 8vo, ss. 
(:l~ssic anti Early Chris/t:m. 

Smith (w. R.) Laws conceming Public Health. 8yo, 3IS. 6d. 

Somerset (Latly H.) Our Vt7lage Lift. Words and Illustrations. 
Thirty. Coloured Plates, royal 4to, fancy covers, SS. 

Spanish and FreflCh Artists. By GERARD SMITH. (Poynter's 
Art Text-books.) Ss. 

Spiers' French Dic/ionary. 29th Edition, remodelled. ~ vol~., 
8vo, 18s.; half bound, 2lS. 



List of Publications. 

Spry (W • .f..J., R.N.) Cruise of H.M.S. "Challenger." With 
lllany lIIustrations. 6th Edition, 8vo, cloth, ISs. Cheap Edition, 
crown 8vo, 7s. 6d. 

Spyr; (yoh.) Heidi's Early Experiences .. a Story for Childrm 
and those who love Children. lIlustrated, small post 8vo,' <\S. 6.1. 

---Heidi's Further Experimces. Illust., sm. post Svo, 4S. 6d. 
Stack (E.) Six A/olltlts in Persia. 2 vols., crown Svo, 24S. 

Stanley (H. AI.) Congo, and Founding its Free State. Illustrated, 
2 vols., 8vo, 42S. 

--- .IIow I Found Livingstone. Svo, lOS. 6d. ; cr. Svo, .7s. 6d. 

--- "JllY Kalulu," Princt, King, and Slaz!e. With 
numerous graphic Illustrations after Original Designs -by the Author. 
Crown 8vo, 7s. 6./. 

-- Coomassie alld Jllagdala. A Story of Two British 
Campaigns in Africa. Demy 8vo, with Maps and Illustrations, 16s. 

---- Through the .Dark Conhilent. Crown Svo, I2S. 6t1. 

Stanton (T.) ~Vo1ltan Question ,iz Europe. A Series of Original 
Essays. Introd. by FRANCES POWER COBDE. 8vo, Us. 6d. 

Stenhouse (Mrs.) An Englisk1(Jotnan in Ulah. Crown S,·O, 2s.6d. 

Stevens. Old Boston: a Romance of the TVar of Int/tpendtllce. 
3 vols., crown 8vo, 31$. 6ti. 

Stirling (A. Jv.) Ner'" N'er'er Land: a Ride lit North 
Queensland. Crown 8vo, Ss. 6d. 

Stocklon (Frank R.) The Story of VI"teau. With 16 page 
Illustrations. Crown 8vo, ss. 

Stoker (Bram) Uittler tlte Sunset. Crown 8vo, 6s. 

Story f£lithout an EI1t1. From the German of Carove, by the late 
Mrs. SARAH T. AUSTIN. Crown 4tO, with IS Exquisite Drawings 
by E. V. B., printed in Colours in Fac·simile of the original Water 
Colours; and numerous other lllustrations. New Edition, 7s. 6d. 

___ with Illustrations by HARVEY. Square 4to, 2S. 6d. 

Siowe (Mrs. BetCher) IJred. Cloth, gilt edges, 3s. 6d.; boards, 2S. 

___ tittle Foxes. Cheap Ed., IS. j Library Edition, 4S. 6d. 
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Stowe (Mrs. Beecher) My Wife and I. Small post 8vo, 6s. 
--- Old Town Folk. 6s.; Cheap Edition, 3S. 
--- Old Town Fireside Stones. Cloth extra, 3s. 6d. 
-=----. Our Folks at Poganuc. 6s. 
--- 1-Ve and our Neiglzbours. Small post 8vo, 6s. 
--- Poganuc People: their Loves and Lives. Crown 8vo, 6s. 
--- Chimney Corner. 'IS.; cloth, IS. 6d. 
--- The Pearl of Orr's Island. Crown 8vo, 5s. 
--- Woman in Sacred History. Illustrated. 4to, 25s. 
--- See also ROSE LIBRARY • 

.sullitlan (A. M.) Nutshell History of Ireland. Paper boards, 6/. 

Sutton (A. K.) ABC Digest of the Bankruptcy Law. 8vo, 
3s. and 2S. 6d. 

T'AINE (H. A.)" Les Origines de la France Contemporaine." 
T1'llnslated by JOHN DURAND. ' 

Vol. I. The Ancient Regime. Demy 8vo, cloth, I6s. 
Vol. 2. The French Revolution. Vol. I. do. 
Vol. 3. Do. do. Vol. 2. do. 

Jalbot (Hon. E.) A Letter on Emigration. IS. 

Tangyc (R.) Australia, A~en'ca, and Egypt. New Edition, 
Crown 8vo, 2S. 6d. 

7i.mclmitz's Ellglish Edi/iolls of German Allthors. Each 
volume, cloth flexible, 2S. ; or sewed, IS. 6d. (Catalogues post free.) 

Tauchnitz (B.) German and English Dictionary. 2S.; paper, 
IS. 6d. ; roan, 2S. 6d. 

--- French and English D~ctionary. '2S.; paper, IS. 6d.; 
roan, 2S. 6d. 

--- Italian and English Dictionary. 2S.; paper, IS. 6d. ; 
roan, 2S. 6d. 

-- Spanish and English. 2S.; paper, IS. 6d.; roan, 2s.6/. 
--- Spanish a1ld Frmch.2s.; paper, IS. 6d.; roan, 2S. 6d. 



List of Publications. 

Taylor CW. M.) Paul the Missionary. Crown 8vo, 7s. 6(. 

--- Moses the La'lfJgivC1". Crown 8vo, 7S. 6d. 

Thausing (Prof.) Malt and the ,Fabncation of Becr. 8vo, 45s. 

Tlteakston (M.) British Angling Flies. Illustrated. Cr. 8vu, 5s. 

Thoreau. American Men of Letters. Crown 8vo, 2S. 6d. 
Tolhausen (Alexandre) Gratzd Supplement du Dictionnaire 

- Technologique. 3S. 6d. 

Tolmer (A.) Adventurous alld Chequered Career. 2 vols., 21S. 

Tuurist Idy", and other Stories. 2 vols., crown 8vo, 2IS. 

Tracks in Norway of Four Pairs of Feet, delineated by Four 
Hands. Fcap. 8vo, 2S. 

, Treloar (w. P.) The PrilZ£"e of Palms. With Coloured Frontis
piece of the Cocoa"Nut Palm, also Engravings. Royal 8"0, Is.6d. 

Trials. See BROWNE. 

Tristram (Rev. Canon) Pathways of Palestine: A Descriptive' 
Tour through the Holy Land. First Series. Illustrated by 44 Per
manent Photographs. 2 vols., folio, cloth extra, gilt edges, 31s. 6d. each. 

Tunis. See REID. 

Turner (Edward) Studies in Russian Literatllre. Cr. 8vo, 8s. 6d. 

UNION Jack (The). Every Boy's Paper. Edited by G. A. 
HENTY. Profusely lIlustrated with Coloured and other Plates. 

Vol. I., 6s. Vols. II., III., IV., 7s. 6d. each. 

Up Stream: A Journey from the Present to the Past. Pictures 
and Words by R. ANDRE. Coloured Plates, 4to, Ss. 

V ELAZQ UEZ and Murillo. By C.' B. CURTIS. With 
Original Etchings. Royal,8vo, 3IS. 6d.; large paper, 63s. 

Vzctoria (Queen) Life oj. By GRACE GREENWOOD. With 
numerous Illustrations. Small post Bvo, 61. 

Vincent (F.) Norsk, Lapp, and Finn. By FRANK VINCENT, 
Jun., Author of "The Land of the White Elephant," "Through 
and Through the Tropics," &c. With Frontispiece and Map, 8vo, I2S. 



'.' BOOKS BY JULES VERNE. 
LUGII: CII:O ... 8vo. 

I Containing350to 6OOpp. Containing the whole oBhe 
l fn~~:~fu~::'~~~s. text with some iIIns ..... tions. 

In very In In cloth 
handsome plainer binding, gil 

WORKS. cloth bind- binding, edges. Coloured boards. 
iog, gilt; plain smaller 
edges. edges. type. 

20.000 Leagues un~er the Sea. ~ 
8. d. 8. d. s. d. 
10 6 5. 0 3 6 2 vols., lB. each. Parts I. and II •• · ) 

Hector Servadac . 10 6 5 0 3 6 2 .-ols., Is. each . 
The Fur Country 10 6 5 0 3 6 2 vols., Is. each. 
The Earth to the Moon aud a Trip 1 10 6 5 0 {2 vols., 1 2 vols., Is. each. 

round it - ) 2 •. ea. ) 
Michael Strogoft · 10 G 5 0 3 6 2 vols., Is. each. 
Dick Sands, the Boy Captain 10 G 5 0 3 6 2 \,ols., Is. each. 
Five Weeks in a Balloon 7 G 3 6 2 0 1 •. 0d. 
Adventures of Three Englishmen ~ 7 6 3 6 2 0 1 0 

and Three Russiaus ) 
Ronnd the World in Eighty Days 7 6 3 6 2 0 1 0 
A Floating City · . 1 7 6 3 G 

( 2 0 1 0 
The Blockade Runners . · · , ( 2 0 1 0 
Dr. Ox's Experiment . · - - 2 0 1 0 
A Winter amid the Ice - - 2 0 1 0 
Survivors of the " Chancellor " l 7 6 3 G r 2 0 2 voIs., lB. each. 
Martin Paz .............. ) l 2 0 Is.Od 
The Mysterious Island, 3 vols :-

~ 
~2 G 10 6 6 0 3 0 

I. Dropped from the Clouds 7 6 3 6 2 0 1 0 
If. Abandoned • · · ) 7 G 3 (l 2 0 1 0 

Ill. Secret of the Island • 7 6 3 6 2 0 1 0 
The Child of the Cavern • · 7 /I 3 6 2 0 1 0 
·the Begam's Fortune 7 6 3 6 2 0 1 0 
Tbe Tribulations of a Chiuaman 7 G 3 6 2 0 1 0 
The Steam House, 2 vola. :- } I. Demon of Cawnpore · 7 6 3 6 2 0 1 0 

II. Tigers and Traitors · 7 6 3 6 2 0 1 0 
The Giant Raft, 2 vols. :- ) 

L 800 Leagues on the Amazon 5 7 G 3 6 
II. The Cryptogrnm 7 G 3 6 

The Green Ray _ · (l 0 5 0 - 1 0 
Godfrey Morgan · 7 6 3 6 
Xeraban the Inllexible:-

J 
! 

L Captain of the" Guidara" • 7 6 
II. Scarpan te the Spy. '1 6 

The Arcbipelago on Fire (shortly) '1 6', 

0 

. 
I 

CBL'BBBAT'RD TIt! VELS "lC'D TBAnLT..EBB. 8 voTa. Svo, 600 pp .• l00 mIl-page illnst.rntions, th. 6J.; 
gilt edges, 141. each :-(1) 1'BB EXPLORATIOll' 01' TBB WORLD. (2) TBB GBEAT NAV(QATOB8 O. 
'IBB EIGD'rJUUI%U CBlf'ruaY. (3) ~·B. GREAT EX.PLOB.1I8 O. 'IBB NIlfsrXBB'IB CBlf'l'va'E. 
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Vi(}lId-le-Due (E.) Lectures (}1l Architecture. Translated by 
BENJAMIN BUCKNAI.L, Architect. With 33 Steel Plates and 2CO 

• Wood Engravings. Super-royal8vo, leather back, gilt top, 2 vols., S/. 3s. 

Viz'lfm (A. P.) Wanderings in the Western Land. 3rd Ed., lOS. 6d. 

f.;VAHL (W. H.) Galvan(}plastic MOIiipulali(}n for the 
Electro- Plater. 8vo, 35s. 

Wallace (L.) Bm Hur: A Tale of the Christ. Crown 8vo, 6s. 

lYaller (Rev. C. H.) The· Names on the Gates of Pead, 
and other Studies. New Edition. Grown 8vo, cloth extra, 3s. 6". 

--- A Grammar and Analytical Vocabulary (}j the W(}rds ill 
the Greek Testament. Compiled from Bruder's Concordance. FIllL' 
the use of Divinity Students and Greek Testament Classes. Part I . 
. Grammar. Small post 8vo, cloth, 2S. 6d. Part II. Vocabulary,2S. 6d. 

-_. - Ad(}pti(}n and the Covena';t_ . Some Thoughts on 
Confirmation. Super-royal I6mo, cloth limp, 2S. 6d. 

--- Stlver S(}ckets; and (}ther Shad(}ws of Ret/empti(}n. 
Sermons at Christ Church, Hampstead. Small post 8vo, 6s. 
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