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PREFACE. 

IN the preparation of t!lis volume, it has been the 

Editor's object to secure as far as possible an adequate 
representation of the manifold intellectual, social, and 

religious interests which have engaged the attention of Mr. 

Gladstone through his long and distinguished career. It 

has been given to few men in the world's history to be set in 
the forefront of mental activity fot a space of sixty yl'ars. 

Yet this has been the case with the ex-Premier. While his 

fellow-countrymen may be divided on the wisdom and 
expediency of his political projects, all may and do without 

exception cordially unite in admiring the man, and marvel­

ling at that elasticity of intellect which has enabled him to 

write and speak with grace and power upon such a vast 
and cosmopolitan range of subjects as is indicated in the 

ensuing pages. From this volume, political and contro­

versial subjects have been excluded j and if there be found 

in the course of it a few extracts from Rolitical speeches, it 

will not be because they have any political or party aspect, 
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but because their bearing is of a general character, and one 

that may be accepted by men of all political parties. 

Great pains have been taken in the selection of these 

extracts; and many of them have been drawn from widely 

scattered volumes, periodicals, and pamphlets which are 

now practically inaccessible to the general public. 

Those who have not hitherto grasped the versatility of 

Mr. Gladstone's mind, and those who have not had an 

opportunity of reading many of his earlier and latcr utter­

ances, will, the Editor believes, welcome this volume of 

Selcctions; while all the myriads of Englishmen here and 

beyond sea, whose hearts glow with pride at the mention of 

their great compatriot's name, will, he likewise believes, be 
glad to have in a compact form these memorials of his 

eloquence and wisdom. 

The Editor and Publishers desire to thank Mr. Gladstone 

for his kindness in sanctioning this volume, and the cordial 

favour with which he has regarded the undertaking. 

BOURHEMOUTR, 

S,"t. ,894, 

G. B. S. 
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Christian research, the value of, 

44 
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Olympian system, 29S ; a reme­
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gcneral results of, 4; inconsis­
tent Christians the enemies of, 
77; in English literature, IS; 
mental claims of, 43; progress 
of, 14; security of, 43; students 
and the study of, 181 ; traditional 
and historic, 30 

Christians in unity, S7 
Church, life of the, IDS; institu­

tion of a visible, 106 ; of 
England and the Crown, 18; 
revival in the, 2S; unbroken 
existence of the, 106 

Civilization, mould of European, 
16S; the gospel illuminating, 
46 

Civil society, 3S8 
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176 
Clergy, a learned, essential, S2 
Clericalism, the French revolt 

against, 33 
Cobden and Bright, moral educa­

tion of, 133; tribute to, '136 
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Compact between sovereign and 

'people, 204 
Competency in judgment, IS3 
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Consolations of the poor, 367 
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tem and the State, 343; weak­
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Disastrous results of the military 
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and,6 
Divine will and the human, 51 
Divorce, woman and, 328; the 

bill for, 328 ; Milton on marriage 
and,329 

Doubt cannot be a neutral, 88; 
insufficiency of, the, 333 

Duke of Wellington, 144 
Duty and justice, 164 
Duty of Government in regard to 

foreign affairs, 356 

Early Christians and divine truth, 
6 

Edinburgh Univer.;ity, 17S 
Effect oHalse views, 158 
Effect of Ritualism on Church 

services, 24 
Emperor Frederick, the, 138 
Emperor Napoleon's Mexican 

policy, the, :n8 
England and America, future of, 

214; and France, 231; and 
India, 226; and the Crimean 
War, 206; and the oppressed 
Eastern peoples, 232; is the 
invasion of, possible! 230; laws 
and education in, 196; material 
greatness of, 189; ocean suprem­
acy of, 190; paganism in, 34; 
spirit of the people of, 207 

England the standard-bearer of 
peace, 193 

England's position in Cbristendom, 
197; success in commerce, 196 

Englisb art, 322 
Englishmen and the Constitution, 

200 
Equality of nations, principle of, 

213 
Erastianism, 39 
Ethical correspondence of the Four 

Evangelists, 12 
Ethics, Christianity and, 40 
Evangelical and C.atholic parties, 

20; inftuence among the Tract­
arians,22 

Evangelicalism, aim of, 28 
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Evangelical movement, influence 
of the, 28 

Evangelical school, the Fathers of 
the, 29 

Evils of irresponsible government, 
344 

Evils of the Seconrt Empire, 217 
Evolution and the argument of 

design, 78 
Exact blending of parts in Christi. 

anity,109 
Excesses of proselytism, 30 

Facilities for intellectual improve. 
ment,365 

Faith, the m:lterials for, 14 
Fall,. the, 64; accordance of the 

narrative, with a grand philoso. 
phy, 71 

Foreign support of thrones, 345 
Franco·German War, results of, 

2 19 . 
Freedom and authority in Britain, 

198 
Freedom in religious forms, 55' 
Freedom of combination, 364 
French history, study or, 227 
Functions of the Sovereign, 204 

General Gordon, 150 
Genius, 325 
George Canning, 143 
God the Universal Father, 9 
Governments, the crimes of, 327 
Great Britain and South Africa, 

209 
Great cycles of romance, 245 
Greece, Art of, 313; infancy of 

ancient, 292 ; intellectual claims 
of, 298; in the providential 
order, 283; originating power 
of, 297; paganism oC ancient, 
288 

Greek art, durability or, 313; 
mind, where it failed, 284; 
philosophy, 286 

Greek tragedians, the, 240 
Greeks, refinement oC the ancient, 

287; religious ideas of the, 288; 
lhe plastic power of, 298 

Habits oC thought, 326 
Happy life of the Queen and 

Prince Albert, 120 
Heredity and .. birth-sin," 79 
Heresy, the characteristic of; 107 
Hesiod,244 
Historical character of the Homeric 

poems, 300 
History, 352; the study of, 279 
Homer and his world, 289; nnd 

Tnsso, 242; and Virgil con' 
trasted, 238; and Virgil, style 
and aim of, 237; a personage, 
297 

Homer, Dante and, 242; health­
ful influence of, 296; Milton and, 
241; power and individuality 
of, 290; theology oC, 291 

Homeric Athene, 301 ; charactcrs 
immortal, 296 ; faith, the, 
295; poems, historical charac· 
ter of, 300 

Homer's characteristic style, 293 ; 
conception of sin, 306; rever· 
ence for the moral law, 302; 
unique position, 299 

Horrors of the Neapolitan Govern­
ment, 222 

Human amelioration, 54 
Human knowledge not absolute, 

156 
Human leaders, 325 
Human will, the function of, 5I 

Iliad and the O,/yssry, the, 239 
Imaginative geography of the 

Odyssey, 304 
Immortal in literature, the, 249 
Improvements slowly adopted, 333 
Incarnation, the, 10 
India, England nnd, 226 
India. future government or, 225 
Influence of conquering races, 

336 
Influence of the Court oC Queen 

Victoria, 199 
Influence of the orator, 338 
Introduction of machinery bene­

ficial to working men, 346 
Italy aOlI the Papacy, 223 
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Jewish conceptions of the Messiah, 
, 50 

Jews, the, 359 
Justice of Adam's punishment after 

the Fall, 70 

Kean, Charles, 137 
King, Church, and Constitution, 

the, 202 
Knowledge must test authority, 155 
Knowledge the treasure of the few, 

1~7 

I.abour and its aim, 336 
Labour and the State, 345 
Labour, co-operation of, 360 
Labours of Bishop Patteson, 124 
Law of credihility, the, 157 
Law of right before Christianity, 

the, 169 
Laws and education in England, 

196 
Leisured class, the, 361 
Leopardi, character and achieve­

rnents of, 253; his place among 
the poets, 254 

Lesson of Marie BashkirtsefT's life, 
277 

Li fe, the idea of, 166 
Literary authority, 339 
Literary individuality of Macaulay, 

257 
Local government, 351 
Lord Beaconsfield, 145 
Lord Brougham, 182 
Lord Charles Russell, 141 
Lord Iddesleigh, 148 
Lord John Russell, 134 
Lord Macaulay, 121 
Lord Palmerston, 140 
Love of the poor for flowers, 348 
Love, the noblest religion, 23 
Luxury Ilnd worldliness as allies of 

unbelief, 83 

Macaulay, 121; and Carlyle, 262; 
career, 122; charge of partisan­
ship against, 265 ; his history of 
England, 258; his intensity, 
261; limited by the present, 

264; literary characteristics of, 
263; literary conscientiousness 
of, 263; literary individuality 
of, 257; scenic powers of, 260 ; 
viewed by posterity, 259 

Man and his environment, 330 
lIIan an imperfect judge, 335 
Mankind, study of, 354 
Manuallahour not ignohle, 349 
Marie Bashkirtseff's life, the lesson 

of,277 
Marriage, parental duty in, 340 
Mediating office of the universities, 

178 
Medicnl anel legal professions, 354 
Mental intemperance of nations, 

349 
Messiah, the Jewish conceptions 

of,5° 
Military service, 343 
Military spirit, disastrous results 

of,342 
Milton and Homer, 241 
lIIilton, complex character of, 126 
Milton on rnarriage and divorce, 

329 
Minstrels in roynl courts, 333 
Miracles, 44 
Moral force of puhlicity, 367 
Morality and religion, Christ the 

centre of, 27 
Myth,I66 

Names and nationo, 359 
Napoleon lIt, 128 
National debt, the, 205 
National governrnent, 336 
National pride Ilnd injustice, 190 
Nature's worship of the MostlIigh, 

73 
New law ofnatians, 224 
Nonconformity and Church parties, 

25 
Norman Macleod and Dr. Chnl· 

mers, 130; character of, 131 

Obligations towards probable truth, 
161 

O'Connell, 133 
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Odysseus compared with Acbilles, 
30 3 

Old Testament, the, 75 
Olympian religion, the, 294 
Olympian system and Ckristianity, 

295 
Omnipotence of the Legislature, 

192 
Originating power of Greece, 297 
Origin of the Tractarian movement, 

21 
Our attitude towards other nations, 

216 
Ollr attitude towards the future anel 

the past, 206 
Our debt to the Jews, 50 
Our human condition, 357 
Oxford and Cambridge, 179 
Oxford University, 179 

Papal claims, the, 221 
Parallel between \V illiam Pitt and 

the Prince Consort, 120 
Parliament and the nation, 209 
Passive habits, 170 
Peace and war, 326 
Peculiarity of Roman theology, 94 
Perfect comprehension impossible, 

153 
Periods of religious revival, IIO 
Philosophy of ancient Greeks, the, 

286 
Philosophy of Leopardi, 256 
Poet as artist, tbe, 312 
Poetry and the beautiful, 309 
Poetry of the Greek religiol\o 248 
Poets, the many-sidedness of, 278 
Polemical frame of mind, 358 
Political responsibility of the citi-

zen on puhlic questions, 351 
Poor, consolations of the, 367 
Positive and negative convictions, 

160 -
Positivism, 156 
Possibilities of England's future, 

210 
Power, a test of character, 346 
Power, the attribute of God, 96 
Prayer, public, 106 
Preachers, ad vice to, 366 

Preachers and preaching, 341 
Preaching, Scotch and English, 

334 
Present age, the, 335 
Presentation of the gospel, 96 
President Garfield, 142 
Prevalence of sin in the world, 

the, 73 
Prince Albert, activities of, II8: 

and the Throne, 119; character 
of, II7; happy life of the Queen 
and, 120; parallel between Wil­
liam Pitt and, 120 

Principle of nationality, 364 
Private judgment, the true doc­

trine of, 105 
Probability as the guide of conduct, 

162 
Probable evidence, 163; bearing 
. of, on conduct, 164; the guid~ 

oflife, 154 
Problems of the unseen, 49 
Proper worth of gifts and talents; 

the, 110 
Proselytism, excesses of, 30 
Psalms, book of, the, 93; incom­

parable grandeur of the, 67; 
perpetual youthfulness of the, 
65 ; vitality of the, 70 

Public economy, 362 
PlIblic prayer, 106 
Publicity and public life, 363 
Publicity, the moral force of, 367 

Qualifications for Parliament, 200 

Rationalism, a subtler form of, 
108 

Reason and Christianity, the 
struggle between, 17· 

Recreation, 347 . 
Reformation, effects of the, 32 
Reformation, work of the, 34 
Reformers, the, 37 
Reformers, aUacks on the, 19 
Relation of this life to the next, 

61 
Religion a natural influence, 98; 

and its ministers, 104; and the­
ology, the distinction between, 
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91 ; and the State, 12; evidence 
for, 6; human aspects of, S; 
human schemes of, JO; in the 
EJimbethan writers, 16 ; of 
Shakespeare, 252 

Religions attraction and repulsion, 
26 

Religions character of the State is 
declining, 14 

Religious endurance, 20 
Religious freedom, 52 
Religions ideas of the Greeks, 288 
Religious reform, the objects of, 

loS 
Religions spirit. increase oC the, 

SS 
Resistance to national reforms, 

191 
Results of the Franco-German 

'Var, 219 
Revelation, lustre o~ the, 103; 

our dutytowanis, 7 
Reviftl in the Church of Engl:md, 

2S 
Richard Cobden, 1]6 
Ritualism, the effects of, on 

Church services, 24 
Romance, the great cycles of, 

24S 
Roman theology, peculiarity of, 

94 
Romish traditions, continuity of, 

31 

SI. Augustine, observation of, 49 
SI. John, the teachings of, 12 
Saviour in the parables. the, 56 
Scenic power of Macaulay, 260 
Schools and Universities, IS3 
Scotch and English preaching, 

334 
Scriptures, sufficiency of the Holy, 

76 
Scriptures, testimony oC criticism 

to the truth of,68 
Scriptures, the comprehensibility 

ofthe,7S 
Scriptures, the right spirit in 

which to study the, 7S 
Sel6shness in nations, 361 

Shakespeare and English II Pagan. 
ism," 2S1 

Shakespeare, the religion of, 2S2 
Shield of Achilles, the, 244 
Sin, 64. 72 
Sin, Homer's conception or, 306 
Sin, the prevalence of, in the 

world,73 
Sir Robert Peel, 1.1 
Sovereign and people, the com­

pact between, 24 
Sovereign and the nation, the, 

19S 
Sovereign, Cunctions of the, 204 
Specialism and a II Little Learn­

ing." 276 
Spirit of the Constitution, 194 
State and religious conscience, the, 

112 
State control and the individual, 

347 
Statesman a worshipping man, 

the, 97 
Strange excesses of human action.., 

168 
Strength of a defensive cause, the, 

344 
Student and his teacher, the, 177 
Students, advice to, ISS 
Students and the study of Chris-

tianity, lSI 
Study of American history, 229 
Study of French bistory, 227 
Study of mankind, 354 
Success, 352 
Sympathies of a free peopl .. , ]62 

Teaching, the work of, 339 
Tennyson and the Arthurian R ... 

manee, 269; character drawins 
of, 271 ; "Idylls of the King, ' 
270; "In Memoriam," 267; 
"Maud," 267; poetry of, 271 ; 
• Princess," the, 268; the poet 
of the Nineteenth Century, 266 

Theism, quest ions of, 17 
Theology of Homer, the, 291 
Theology which abides, Ihe, .1 
Theory of atonement, 113 
Things which an: temporal, and 
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the things which are eternal, 
the, 65 

This life a preparation for the 
next, III 

Thomas Cooper and Disraeli, 147 
Toleration, 53 
TraCtarianism and Evangelicalism, 

21 
Tractarian movement, origin of 

the, 21 
Tractarian., Evangelical influence 

among the, 22 
Traditional and Historic Chris-

tianitY.3 
Tradition, the growth of, 36 
Translator, the work of the, 274 
True biographer, the, 274 
True conception of the Church of 

Christ, 101 
True doctrine of private judgment, 

IDS 
True grounds of unity, 109 
True national prosperity. 189 
True wisdom in tbe humble, 48 
Trust the principal foundation of 

life, 87 
Truth, 61 
Truth and error, 63 
Truth without divine grace, 99 

Ultramontane system, defects of 
the, 36 

Unbelief largely due to moral not 
intellectual causes, 80 

Unbelier. Luxury and worldliness 
as allies of, 83 

Unbroken traditions no test of 
truth, 32 

Understanding, the, subject to 
illusion, 169 

Universities and schools, 183; 
associated with liberty, 174; 
mediating office of the, 178 

Universities of Europe, the an­
cient, 173 

University, the, a Christian insti; 
tution, 175; conception of. 181 ~ 
medireval, 178; work of, 177 

Untested doubt Ii. tenant without 
title, 88 

Uses of beauty, 310 
Utility, art, and industry, 317 

Vigilance of public opinion, 358 
Vitality of the psalms, jO 

War, 234 
Wedgwood's noble aims, 129 
Wedgwood, the merit of, 129; the 

triumph of, 128 
Wesley, career and influence of, 

125 
What constitutes the Church, 102 
Woman and divorce, 328 
Woman's place in the world, 

337 
Women in ancient Greece, 299 
Work of the translator, the, 274 
Work oC the university, the, 

177 

Zeus of Homer, the, 301 
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