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PRE FACE. 

--
ON whomsoever may d.evolve the unthankful task of 

compiling records of any episode in the Government of 
India, or whatever may be the prejudice with which he 
commences by exhibiting the severe necessity for un

restricted rule over a people incapable of constitutional 

institutions, his narrative, whatever its historical preten

sions' may be, will invariably degenerate into a story 

beginning with intrigue, continuing in spoliation, and 

terminating in confiscation. Such, for the most part, is 

the history of all Indian Princes in connection with 

the British Government of India, nor is the present 

work an exception to a rule so general. 
The first centenary of the last Treaty with the Nawab 

of Bengal was completed on the 21st March last. 
A hundred years in the history of Europe, where the 

progress is gradual, ca~ hardly be realized j but a 

century in the history of British India unfolds a pano
rama commencing with the establishment of a few fac

tories in comparatively insignificant parts of the coast, 



xii PREFA.CE. 

and terminating in the efforts to consoliuate and im
prove 0116 of the largest and most powerful empires in 
the world. 

To Englishmen, tIle value of this vast Imperial posses. 
sion i~ of paramount importance, for with this Depen. 

dency we have acquired a. position amongst the Nations 
of tho Universe, which, 'from our insular and isolated 
position. it would in vain have taxed .A.nglo-Salon ener. 
gi~s to have gained. Inuia affords a. ready market for 
our manufactures, an almost inexhaustible store.house 
for the supply of raw material wherewitb. is provided 
employment to British labour, suppork>d and encourageil 

by Brit.ish enterprise and British capita.l; it also fur. 
nishes an ample field for the development and profitable 
use of the talents and energies of our young men, which 
would otherwise only belp to OVE!utock ollr market of 
intellect at bome. Yet with aU these advantages, and 
despite this I.wjverRally acknowledged importance, how 
small is the interest displayed by Englishmen in matters 

relating to the welfare and prosperity of thi/l vast Depen. 
dency. A debate on Indian Affairs in tlJe House of 
Commons is invariauly marked with the characteristic 
feature of "empty benches," and not unfrequently 
with what is worse. a. " Count Out," 

To right-thinking men the injustice of this apathy 
has been not only hitterly felt, btit hall led to rettlon· 
straDce, yet. we doubt not from our daily growing closer 
connection by telegraphs and railways, India. and Indian 
questions will not only form subjects of general notice 
but of absorbing interest. The apathy of which we 
have complained has doubtless led in many instances to 
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the Government of India adopting a course of policy 
which, to Englishmen, lovers of Truth, Justice, alld 

Freedom, is abhorrent, and would in our individual 

capacities be shunned equally with a deadly pla.,aue. 
But that which Englishmen, as individuals, would 

blush to hear themselves charged with, much less be 

guilty of committing, they in their eollective and corporate 

capacity, someVmes unhesitatingly accomplish ;" and Eng
lish talent and genius are, we regret to say, too often 

prostituted in support of the cause of wrong and injus
tice. 

It has been assumed by a few eminent statesmen and 
writers, that the secret of British success in India is en

tirely dependent upon the extinction of Sovereign rights 
and sway amongst the Native Princes of that land; that, 
in fact, for the English rule in India. to be secured upon 

a firm and sound basis, the policy of the Indian Govern
ment must be "Annexation." Without discussing the 

soundness, or otherwise, of this donbtful policy, it has 

at no time been maintained that we should not only 

deprive the Princes of India of their possessions, but 

" also rob them of their moveables and moneys; this 
doctrine we are happy to say, whatever may have 

been the private practice of our Indian Administrators, 

has never been expounded with authority. 
The Great Mutiny of 1850-7 was an outbreak entirely 

due, not to a general discontent of the people at the 
disturbance of their landed tenures, or an insubordina

tion of the military occasioned by interference with their" 
religious prejudices, for these were but instruments, not 

causes of rebellion, but to the now well-known determi-



xiv FREFACE. 

nation of certain powerful natives no longer to endure 

the insidious treachery of Indian Government policy, and 

their fixed resolution to put a stop to, and to revenge 

the continuous co~rse of accumulated, alth~ugh almost 
insensible, injuries and encroachments perseveringly 

carried on against them by the East India Company's 

officers. The severe lesson then administered by sllch a 
remonstrance in arms, would, doubtless, have induced 

the Company to conduct their Government of India upon· 
more just principles, had not a knowledge of the cau~e 

and effects led to a wise resolution of Her Majesty to take 

from the corrupt hands of a Commercia.l Body the sceptre of 
empire over two hundred millions of human beings, and no 

longer to expose the British rule to the odium of a nar

.row-minded and mercenary policy. The hopes of India 

rose with the generous Proclam~tion of Her Majesty in 
1858, and the native Princes of India were gladly folded 

under the wings of their encompassing Angel .. British 
Empire." 

Since that time, year after year has seen documents 

set forth on official authority, gratulatory of the material 

improvements effected in the managment of Indian affairs. 

But the moral policy of the Council in l~dia has remaineJ 
. the same. There has been no cessation of the trenching 

towards confiscation as regards the Indian Native Prinecs 

that was left behind in the official desks of the Company

what was commenced in 1760, counselled ill 1816, connived 

at in 1834, determined upon in 1854, and directed in 1862, 

was approved in 1864, and would have been effected in 

1869 but for the bold determination of the intcndf'd 

vldi;ri; no.less a pl'l"sonage than His HigllDes~ the Nawab ...... -, 
.'.: / .. 
'. ." ~ ~ 
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of Bengal, Behar and Orissa-theoIJest ally and grelttest 

friend in India. of the English power-to appear in person 

before Her Majesty, the Parliament, the People, and the 

Law of England, and to appeal fOl· redress in the present 

for himself, and protection in the future for his family. 

Thus the knowledge has heen forced upon the English 

public-hitherto careless of Indian circumstances-that 

although the leading idea of the goveming power in 

India was outwardly changed in person as in expression, 

the bureaucratic idea remained identical. So that it has 

bappened that things have been done in the name of Her 

Majesty as Empress of India. which are int.olerable in any 
country subject to British laws, and governed according 

to British principles of justice. 

That such things were possible under t.he sway of the 
East India Company tbereis no Ullwillingness to confess, 

but that it may be possible to suffer injustice from 

British Indian Imperial Government such as His High

ness the Nawab of Bengal comes to complain of at 

the foot of the throne of England, sOllle might feel 

inclined to doubt. To such, a painful spectacle must 

have been presented on the 1st March last in the Judicial 

Committee of the Privy Con neil, when their Lordships 

gave judgment on the Appeal" Her Majesty's Secretary 
of State for India versus Mussamat Khttnzadee," a short 

quotation from which is annexed: 

"The Government was much in the wrong in taking 

"pobsession as they did, and that this Appeal never 
"ought to have been brought. Their Lordships' will 

"therefore humbly advise Her Majesty. that it be dis

"missed. The dismissal should be with c'liil" 
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The Government alluded to is that of India as con. 

trolled by Her Majesty's Secretary of State and the 
Indian Council, which Council is thus described by Sir 
William Denison :-

Council of India ;-" The gentlemen composing this 
" Council can only give the Secretary of State the record 
" of their past experience; they dream of the India. of the 
"present day as that of their youth; they can give no 
" information which cannot be obtained in a much more 
., perfect and correct form from the local authorities in 

" India; their advice is disregarded . by the Secretary of 
" State when it does not harmonise with his own views, 
"and is merely made use of by him to shelter himself 
"from the responsibility which ought to devolve upon 
" him of thinking out a.nd deciding questions submitted 
" to him from India; questions, I may say, which would 
" be, in most instances, better dealt with by a fresh mind 

" than. by a body constituted like that of the Indian 
" Council." 

It is against the unjust and arbitrary decision of this 
tribunal in 1864 on the subject of his legitimate and 
hereditary rights that the Nawab Nazim of Bengal now 
appeals to the enlightened British Public. 

"Can it be possible," an English gentleman would ask, 
" that on the termination of a contest for disputed sove

.reignty in which essential services had been render~ by 
those noblemen to the victor, after receiving from the head 
of a noble family, say the Dukes of D--e or A-·-ll, the 
management of his estates and the administration of his 
territories on condition of supplying a certain sum 
annually as revenue, the potentate, acting as steward-

• 
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after obtaining through such adminis.tration a complete 
com,mand over the property-should turn round upon the 
family of his original employar and styling him-the Duke 

of D--e or A--ll-a • tit.1ed stipendiary: should 
declare the settlement (after a lapse of a hundred years) 
to have been only a personal agreement with his ancestor. 
and propose to cut away his rank, and lop off his revenue, 
leaving him only a bare annuity in the residue called a 
life-interest, but serured only on his (the payer's) caprice 
or convenience, with the addition of an insulting offer for 

the apprenticing of his sons to. some trade P" 
Such, nevertheless, is the object, intent, meaning and 

history of the following passage relating to the Nawab of 
Bengal, which occurs in a Despatch addressed by Sir C. 
Wood as Secretary of State for India to the Governor
General in Council in India-a passag~ no doubt purposely 
concealed and omitted in the copy supplied to the Nawab 
himself. 

"I am of opinion that the future position of Nawab 

" Nazim's sons should be fixed and defined with as little 
" delay as possible. Her Majesty's Government desire to 

"have the views of Your EKcellency on this subject. 
" Your Excellency is aware that this Government are fully 

" sensible of the INCONVENIENCE OF PERPETUATING IN THIa 

"OR ANY OTHER FAMILY A LINE OF TITLED STIPEN

"DIARIES without power and rEsponsibility, and without 

"salutary employment, &c., &c., it ,would seem to be the' 
"wish of the Nawab' Nazim that his sons should be 

"trained to Bo~e useful occupations. I should be glad 
II if arrangements could be made for enabling them to 
" become useful members of society. The accumulation in 
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" the Nizamut Deposit Fund MIGHT afford permanent cn
" dowment to a certain extent." 

A similar proposal submitted to the Roustl of Com
mons by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, as Dewan of 
the United Kingdom, in regard to Her Majesty's Civil 
List, would not be more absurdly illogical or flagrantly 
unjust. 

To impose some check by public opinion on the con. 
tinuous urging of such a policy is the main object of 
the present compilation of documents in regard to the 
Case of His Higlmess the Nawab of Bengal. In defence 
of his children's rights, he appears in this country as a 
Petitioner of Right. It was in his country and through 
his ancestor's· services that the English secured a per
manent footing in India in 1757 j it was by his own 
loyalty that they were enabled to maintain it in 
1857. That any such power will again fall to the 
hands of an Indian Native Prince is not probable. 
Her Majesty's rule as Empress has grounded a. far 
different policy than what led up to the deplorable 
events of that sad period. But before the effects of 
such an improved policy call be realized to their full 
extent, it will be necessary that the old principles that 
have formed the ground-work of Indian official action 
should be entirely eradimtted. 

Surely, when all is said, " honesty is the best . policy." 
What is called the English Government of Bengal 
was establislled upon commercial principles by com
mercial men. The East India Company never received 
any authority to govern the Provinces of Bengal, Behar, 

and Orissa; they were appointed fil~~t .. by tho Nawab 
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and afterwards by the Emperor of Delhi Chan('.ellors· 
of the Exchequer under the Nawabs' Governmeut. 
Whatever authority the English Government of Bengal 
now possesses, has been assumed. In all their re
lations with the Nawabs of Bengal descended from Meer 

. Jaffier the East India Company treated the Nawabs as 
Independent Princes, for it was a well known fact that 

they had purchased their independence by paying 
a fixed tribute of twenty-six lacs of rupees a year to 
the Emperor of Delhi, and were therefore de facto Inde
pendent Princes, and could only be treated as such. No 
revolution of the people has overthrown their power, 
nor have they committed any breach of Treaty with the 
English by which they could legally be said t~ have 
sacrificed their honour, or the protection to which they are 
entitled' at the hands of the British Government. What 

was stipulated in the original Treaties and Agreements 
with the Nawabs is justly due to them, and should 
-speaking in a commercial sense alone-be paid over 
to them without further chaffering or unjust ques
tion. 

Even in its best form, the present policy of the Go
vernment of India has attained no higher range than 
that of standing by injustice, and doing no more wrong. 
This idea was clearly set forth by Sir William Denison 
while acting temporarily as Governor-General in 1864, 

'nor does he disguise the present condition of things, nor 
: seek to conceal the wrong done. 

.:' 
" The more I see of the state of things in this country, 

.t the more earnestly do I wish for alterations and reform; 

d Yet the 'growth of abuses has been so natural and so gra-
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If dual, each step having been almost a necessary conse. 
" quence of the preceding one, that it is difficult to know 
"where to begin, and having begun, equally difficult to 

"know where one is to stop. Many matters come before 
" me which involve a consideration of the treatment dealt 
" out by us to the great men of the land in former times, 
" and which impress me with the conviction that we acted 
" towards them most nefariously; but were I to attempt to 

" grant redress to the children of these, where could I stopP 
"I should have to give over a large slice of the Madras 
"Presidency to others who, ignorant and full of native 
"prejudices, would bring back a state of things, which, 

" if not past,is, at all events, passing away. I have made 
"up my mind, therefore, not to attempt to redress here
"ditary injustice; but taking what happened before my 
" time as a fait accompli, to be careful that no complaint 

" is made against me." 
However plausible and superficially politic such-like 

sentiments may be, they are neither commonly honest nor 
just. They resemble the simple idea of the" cateran " set 
in action on a large scale over an empire of two hundred 

millions of people, 

" The robber's simple plan 
That they should take who have the power, 
And they should keep who can." 

In the present instance of the claim now submitted 
to the patient investigation of the reader, the present 
Nawab Nazim has come to this country to seek at the 
hands of the British Government and Nation, that justice 
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and redress which have been denied him in India. His 
claims are based entirely upou Treaties, public official 
Letters and Proclamations of the Government of India, 

and that also of Her Majesty. He seeks no Cavour, but 
simply desires a public and patient euquiry and investi
gation of his just claims, and he does this as a faithful 
servant and loyal adherent of Her Most Gracious Ma
jesty. rr those claims, on public and patient investiga
tion, should prove just and legitimate, it is beyond the 
question to evade payment by pleading inexpediency. 
His Highness' has at all times shown a deaire to meet 
the Government in a friendly spirit, and to settle his 
claims amicably without embarrassing them. Had he 
been met iu an equal spirit, there is no doubt that the 
vexed question of the cc Claims of the Nawab of Bengal" 
would have been settled long ere this. 

Loudon, 2nd Yay, 1870. 
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Foujd_A. magiatrate or collector. 
Foujdany-Magiatrate'B court or collectorate. 

FuttDa-Deciaion given by a Mahomedan law officer. 
Garrie_CarriageB or carta. 

G"r~,,"-Coachman or carter 
Gatc~Tree. 

Gento_Hindoos. 
GAurrie_Houra. 
Golam-Slave. 
GomaBtai-Agent. 
Kakeem-Mahomedan physician. 
Kati-A. measure oC 18 inches. 
Kooka~A. native pipe. 

Humwgko dAoopme dOIlf'''!/a-You have made na wander about under 
the hot sun. 

K_ko ... ""1' marla-He Is beating me unjustly. 
K..,.kar_Commiasioner or me88enger. 
K..,..".zadtw-A term of abuse. 

KuhlAoon_A. customs p8880 
Oueo_Your Honour: a term oC respsot applied by an interior to a 

anperior. 
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Imt .... z.v;--Snpenor. 

Jagliit'tl-A. pension in land for services rendered; a fief or freehold. 
Jagliirdal'-Fiefholder or freeholder. 
Jemadal"---Head of a department of servants. 
JlitJroo-Birch or broom. 

JU9.v-J ugged. 
JUR9k-Wild place; forest. 
KantJt..-Side wall of a tent. 
Karkliana1-Place where work is done; dt'partment. 
Keoriu-Husbandmen. 

Klialsa Sliereeftl-Freehold. 
Kliana-Department or room. 

_lfJuJg Klia_A. chosen servant or personal attendant. 
Kliat'tJS--V aJet or footman. 
.li:7am:tJlJCliee-Trea.surer • 

.Klieem4--Tent. 
liAoonrag.t-Executioners. 
Kiathund9-Instalment. 
Kooheraj-A. Hindoo physician without a diploma. 
Kooh maro-Beat very much,. 
KONA-Whip. 
Kullumdan Klia_Privy purse. 
Lakla-One hundred thousand. 
LattetJl8-Men who fight with stic_ks. 
LiektJ ap-Did you write this. 
LusUar-Camp. 
Mllliovl-Elephant ~iver. 
Majlialee-A. kind of cart. 
MafR(Jolal-A. customary allowance. 
Mar.wolie or Moliurrir-A. olerk or writer. 

Mara-Beat. 
MeM~Eunuch or chir.mberlain. 
M_aaA.-A. conveyance, like a Sed&n chair, for invalids and womt'n. 
M~The distinctive appellation of a descendant of Mahomed. 
Meer B __ Commissariat department. 

MelitJl BertJi-Seraglio • 
.Meliter--Scnvenger. 
MoJu.uil-Country : opposed to town. 
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Mohafez khanah-Record room. 
Mohurrum-Celebration of the Martyrdom of the grandsons of 

Mahomet. 
Mohurrir-Scribe. 
Molazum-Courtier. 
Molazuman Imteazy-Officer of the Court of an Indian Prince. 
Moojrayee-Crier of a Court. 
Mookbarah--Tomb or Mausoleum. 
Moonshieif-An Indian subordinate Judge. 
Moors-Mahomedan. 
Mosahib-Aide-de-Camp. 
Muftee-Law officer. 
Musnud-Throne. 
Mutaynat-An appointed perquisite. 
Muttasuddees-AccountantB. 
Naib, Naib Soubah--Deputy, Nawab's deputy. 
Nawab or Nabob-Ruler of a Province ofthe Empire. 
Nawab Nazim-Originally Deputy Ruler or Viceroy of the King of 

Delhi, but subsequently an Independent Tributary Prince. 
NtUOab Nazir-Chamberlain, an office usually held in the East by 

eunuchs. 
Nautch girl-A dancing girl. 
NazirB-A title generally applied to eunuchs or other people holding 

responsible sel'1"ice appointments_ 
Nizamut-Nawab Nazim, his Court Family and Government. 
Nizamut Adawlut-The highest Indian Appellate Court. 
Nukeeb-A crier, herald. 
Nutthee-A bundle of papers. 
Nuzzer-A homage gift. 
Omrahs-Noblemen. I 

Oomedwar-A hanger-on waiting for employment. 
Pal-A gipsy tent made of matting. 
Pandish bearer-A servant-in-waiting upon an Indian Prince with 

spices, perfume, &C. 
Peadah--A foot soldier of the body-guard employed as a servant. 
Peons-Commissionaire or messenger, 
Peruneeah-One who writes down evidenCe in a Court. 
Pergunnah-A parish or part of a district. 
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Perwannah-An order or pass. in writing. 
Pheel Kkana-Elephant department. 
Rajah-A title of Hindoo nobility. 
Razdoirre-Cowicillor. 
Reiat Of' R!Jot-A tenant. 
Robokarunavees-Writer of summary decisions. 
Rowana-A customs pass. 
Rupee-Two shillings; Horin. 
RU88ee-A rope used as a measure about 30 feet. 
Ruth-A kind of covered bamboo ca.rria.ge on four wheels. 
Sahib-Gentleman. 
Sepo!J8-Native soldiers. 
Skagerd Pe8ka-Menia.lserva.nt~. 
Skurrah-Tenets of Mahomeda.nism. 
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Siccaa-The old Indian rupees of about one-sixteenth more value than 
the English rupees. 

Sircar-A government or head of a department. 
Sirdwr-A governor or chieftain. Head man. 
Soubak-Government; a division of the Empire. 
Soubakdar-Head of the Government of a division of the Empire. 
Soubakdarty-Kingdom, Division of the Empire. 
Soorutkal-The Drst process o~ instructio!l in a Criminal Court. 
Suddwr Nizamut-The highest Indian Appellate Court. 
Suggurgarree-A two-wheeled bullock-carl;. 
Sultanut-Emph·e. 
Sunnud--Royal Warrant. 
Suwarty-Retinue. 
Sgce-Groom. 
Palka pal-Awning, generally made of mats. 
Talookdwr8-A land holder. 
Tamaaka-An amusing entertainment. 
Tauer-Guilty. 
Teen du.ffa !Ja halvth kooa-This occurred three titnes. 
Tkanna-Police station. 
Ticca-Temporary employment. 
Toshakkana-:-Robe department. 
Ukroba or .&krobah-Relations. 
U,·zbeggg or .&ruzbegg-Usher in waiting on an Indian Prince. 
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Vakeel-Agent. 
Verandak-Portic.o. 
Pizier-Prime Minister. 
Wogkerak-Et cetera. 
Zemindar-Landholder. 

GLOSSARY. 

Zemindary-Le&aehold Estate subject to ground rent. 
Zillak-CoUllty or shire . 

. Zimmum-Bond or surety. 
Zulen-Oppression or tymnny. 
Zumi.tanee-Se&8onable gifts. 



INTRODUCTION 

-
THE relations between the Nawab Nazim. 

of Bengal and the British Government may 
be classified under three heads, viz.: Political, 
Commercial, and Social. 

The Political relations are consequent on the 
Treaty of Alliance offensive and defensive 
entered into with Meer J affier by the Repre
sentatives of the British Government in 1757 
(page 6), confirmed by the Treaty of 1763 
(page 9) and ratified by the subsequent Treaty 
with Nudjm-ul-Dowlah in 1765 (PSoae 15). 
The true spirit, intent and meaning of those 
Treaties have been clearly evinced -by the 
reCognition of the descendants of Meer Jaffier 
as Soubahdars and Nawabs Nazim of Bengal, 
Behar -and Oris~ up to the present day, and 
although they have since 1772 been deprlt,ed of 
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the power vested in them, as also many of 
their rights and privileges" no legitimate reason 
can be adduced in support of such an arbi
trary course of procedure. 

The Commercial Relations are grounded 
upon the Firmaun of the Emperor of Delhi 
in 1765 (Page ] 9), and the Agreement (Page 
22) with Nawab Nudjm-ul-Dowlah, who made 
over the Freehold of his own personal estates 
as well as that of the Imperial Lands to the 
Company as a Feud, and agreed to accept a 
round sum of· about £570,000 per annum as 
the Nizamut share of the Revenues to be 
regularly paid as long. as the East India 
Company's Factories continued in Bengal. 
This arrangement was subsequently modified 
by mutual consent, and by a Treaty and 
Agreement in 1766 (Page 23), and at last 
definitely fixed by the Treaty and Agreement 
of 1770 (Page 26), "for ever." Since that 
time no formal Treaties have been entered into 
to regulate this . allowance, and it does not 
follow that because the Nawabs Nazim, as 
powerless Princes, were unable to exact the full 
amount then agreed upon, and were obliged 
perforce to accept whatever sum their powerful 
Allies chose to pay them, that they are in 
consequence not legitimately entitled to the 
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sum fixed by mutual arrangement in 1 '7'70 ! 
Such a conclusion vould be poth unjust and, 
commercially speaking, untenable. 

The Social relations are those by which 
society is regulated, whereby men of rank 
are entitled to a certain amount of respect 
as becomes their position. T~ese relations 
have been sadly departed from by the 
officers of the British Government in their 
dealings with the present Nawab, and right
thinking men may satisfy themselves of the 
truth of this assertion by a perusal of the 
Correspondence from Page 238 to Page 268. 
Notwithstanding the repeated assurances of 
Governors-General to support the happiness, 
dignity and high station of the Nawab, even 
his private rights 'have been invaded, his in-

. come has been arbitrarily curtailed, and. the 
management of his own family, the dismissal 
of his own servants, and even the religious 
services over his ancestors' tombs have been 
successively interfered with, each invasion' 
being quoted as a precedent, for another. 
His' Highness has thus been subjected to in
dignities which no man, however humble .his 
position, would brook without remonstrance!. 
Is it, then, t,o be wondered at that the Nawab 
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Nazim is now appealing to the British Govern
ment for redress and protection? 

With regard to the Nawab Nazim's political 
and commercial privileges it has been plausibly 
asserted that "under the Treaties (with his 
ancestors) the Nawab Nazim has no acquired 
rights," and" that the Family of the Nawab 
Nazim of Bengal have under the ·Firmaun of 
Shah Allum, no claim upon the British 
Government," but these assertions are un
supported by legal authority, or by the con
ditions under which the Company acquired 
the Fief of the Provinces of Bengal, Behar 
and Orissa; for· when the office of the 
Dewanny. was conferred upon the Compa.ny, 
they became Chancellors of the Exchequer 
only, and were not invested with any governing 
powers. All such powers were reserved for 
the Nawabs Nazim with a stipulation in the 
Firmaun that their expenses and those of their 
family and court should first be provided for 
out of the revenues of the provinces. The 
following extract of a letter from the Court of 
Directors themselves dated 17th May, 17G6, 
c1earl'y exhibits the relative duties of the' 
Company and the Nawab: "We conceive the 
"office of Dewan should be exercised only in 
"superintending the collection and disposal of 
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"the Revenues, which office though vested 
"in the Company should officially be executed 
"by our Resident at the Durbar under the 
"control of the Governor and Select Com
"mittee, the ordinary bounds of which control 
"should extend to nothing beyond the super
"intending the collection of the Revenue~, 
"and receiving the money from the Nawab's 
"Treasury to that of the Dewannah or Com
"pany. . • • .• This we conceive to be the 
" whole office of the Dewanny. The Admin
"istration of Justice, the Appointment of 
"Offices, Zemindarries, &c., in short what
" ever comes under the denomination of Civil 
"Administration we understand is to remain 
" in the hands of the Nawab and his ministers." 
(vide Page 469 of Long's" Selections of Un
published Records of the Government of 
India.") 

This letter explains the dualistic form of 
Government whic4 united the interests of the 
East India Company and the Nawabs Nazim 
of Bengal, Behar and Orissa, and no legal 
authority was ever given to the East India 
Company which entitled them to control the 
whole Administration of the Provinces. This 
usurpation of power took place in 1772 during 
the minority of the young Nawab Mobaruck-
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ul-dowlah, while his ;ffairs were conducted in 
Trust by the Prime Minister Mahomed Reza 
Khan who had been appointed to -that office 
by a former Nawab, and even allowing that 
the Company were obliged to assume the· 
temporary management of the Nawab's 
Government during his minority, as Regents 
they werE;) morally bound to restore to him 
the mana.gementof his affairs when he was old 
enough to govern. The Judicial Branch of the 
Administration alone was restored and con
tinued under the control of the Nawabs 
Nazim until 1838-40, when in consequence of 
the non-age of the present Nawab, that 
also waR taken up bj the Company for 
their own purposes, thus leaving . the 
Nawab against his own will "without power 
and responsibility, and without salutary employ-

,ment." This fact was ungraciously taken up 
in 1864 by Her Majesty's Secretary of State 
for India, and dwelt upon as a reason for 
depriving the children of the present Nawab 
Nazim of those rights, dignities and privileges 
which have been guaranteed to the family by 
solemn Treaties, and these Princes have been 
ignominiously styled "Titled Stipendiaries," 
liable at any moment to have their means of 
subsistence taken from them, although their 
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rights were secured cc for ever" by the provisions 
of a mutual agreement based upon the stipu
lations of the Imperial Firmaun, which while 
it constituted the Company Fiefholders and 
Chancellors of the Exchequer, especially pro
vided for the support of the Nizamut. 

The Revenues of the Provinces of Bengal, 
Behar and Orissa were only made oyer to the 
East India Company in Trust on certain con
ditions, and it is the breach of those conditions 
which is clearly. hinted at in the Despatch of 
17th June, 1864 (page 279). Such a narrow
minded Policy, however, is opposed to all 
the rules of morality, and to the magna
nimous principles of the British Govern
ment, and if carried out would throw a slur 
on the good name of the British Nation, and 
expose our credit to justifiable attacks from 
foreigners, which it is the duty of every 

. Englishman to carefully guard against. 
Commercially speaking, such an act of con

fiscation would be analogous to that of a 
banker or agent. holding the control of certain 
moneys or lands placed in his custody under a 
proviso that a portion thereof should be paid 
for the support or benefit of a ward in 
Chancery, refusing to meet the claim on a plea. 
of inexpediency or from self-interested motives. 
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The British Government would be as much 
justified in repudiating the claims of all those 
who now hold the bonds and securities of the 
East India Company in the form of Company's 
Papers, &c., as in cancelling the 'freaties and 
engagements made with the Nawabs Nazim of 
Bengal, Behar and Orissa. . Both were given 
for value received by the East India Company, 
and as the British Government bound itself by 
Royal Proclamation to abide by all such en
gagements and to maintain them scrupulously, 
surely no State Policy should dictate the 
abrogation of the one without the other, or in 
other words, make the weak suffer while sup
porting the strong. 

The present Nawab Nazim, as a powerless 
Prince, relies entirely on the moral support 
andproteciion of the British Public against 
a premeditated act of injustice to himself and 
his family. He asks for no favour, and the 
fact of his seeking a public investigation and 
inquiry into his claims, which have not yet· 
been controverted 'by the Government, will 
naturally lead thinking men to the conclusion 
that he has justice on his side, and that "his 
weakness is his strength." 
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BRITISH GOVERNMENT 

NAWABS NAZIM OF BENGAL, BEHAR AND 
ORISSA. 

That commerce is one great source from which Iiational 
importance is derived, is unquestionable, for history points 
out that the energies of many great nations have been 
directed to the protection of it, and that with the decline 
of their commerce, such nations as the Dutch, Spanish, 
and Portuguese lost'their influence, and sunk into ob
scurity,. yielding the· palm of greatness to other Powers, 
foremost among which now stands England. The British 
nation is essentially commercial, and to this fact may in 
some measure be attributed our posi~on all the leading 
Power of the world, since our influence has been derived 
from the enormous resources of our country, accumulated 
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·to a great extent by the importation of the material 
wealth of other lands over which we hold sway. The 
greatest and wealthiest of our possession, is India (which 
has been very appropriately styled "the brightest jewel 
in our Regal Crown "), it is to a part of India, there
,fore, and an Indian question, founded upon our commer
cial relations with that country, that this paper is par-
ticularly dedicated. . 

The first Europeans 'we read of who obtained a settle
ment . in India for the purposes of. trade were the 
Portuguese, whose example was .followed first by the 
Dutch, and afterwards by the French and English. With
out entering into historical details, connected with the 
Charter granted by Queen Elizabeth to the English 

-merchants t~ing to 1ihe East Indies, ~t will be sufficient 
for our purpose to give an oU,tline of the Government of 
India, and more particularly of that portion of it to which 
we wish to draw public attention (the Provinces of Bengal, 
Behar, and Orissa) from the year 1636, when, through the 
influence of an English surgeon Damed Boughton" a 
few enterprising British merchants obtained a Firmaun 
(patent) from the reigning sovereign, Shaw Allum, to 
trade free of customs throughout all his dominions. 
India had at that time, after many and great revolutions, 
become subject to the Emperor of Delhi, commonly 
known as t.he Great Mogul, a,nd was divided into several 
provinces or kingdoms called soubahdarries, the govern
ment of which was entrusted by the Emperor either to 
his sons or to viceroys~f Royal lineage, called Nawabs, 
who, as rulers of tbe Soubahdarries, were styled Soubahs 
or Soubahdars. These Soubahs paid tribute to the Royal 



3 

Court at Delhi, but exercised full power in their own 
Provinces as Independent Prin<:es, so that it became in
c~mbeU"t on our traders to obtain their consent as well 
as that of the Emperor before they could carryon their 
commercial operations in the severalproviJ:!.ces. Thus 
,circumstanced, our merchants were occasionlly interfered 

with by ,some of the. N~wabs, and having been atlast 
expelle<1 from the country, they appealed to King James 

.the Second, who sent out some ships -with troops to 
protect the rights and interests of his subjects, and 
sec~re the establishment of, that commercial body known 
to us as the Old East India Company, who prosecuted 
their trade with varied .success until the year 1698~ 

when another Company of merchants was formed in 
England, under .the auspice!\, of King William III., 
for the purpose of trading with India. This new es
tablishment excited the jealousy and indignation of the 

old traders, who exerted all their power to overthrow it, 
but without effect, till 1705, when, after much discus
sion, a union of the two interests was agreed upon, and 
a Royal Charter was obtained for the United Company 

of English Mel chants trading to the East Indies" This 
_ union 'of the two Companies was the first step towards 
the establishment of British power in the East, for. their 
combined efforts and joint ,capital enabled them to en-

, large their operations by buying land, building factories 
and forts, hiring troops, and putting themselves in a 
position to .defend themselves in. cases of emergency. 
The commerce of BeJlgal-the richest Province in India, 
and which at that time, together with Behar and Orissa, 
was .governed by Prince' Azim-ul-Shan, grandson of the 
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Emperor Aurungzebe-became their chief study, and they 
accordingly obtained permission from the Nawab for 
carrying on their operations in that Province, even under 
heavy restrictions. The trade. of the Company, however, 
increased but slowly until the time (1741-1756) of Nawab 
Aliverdy Khan (the fifth in succession after Prince Azim
ul-Shan), who~ being well disposed towards the English, 
entered into a Treaty with them, and granted them 
many concessions which enabled them by right of pur
chase and other means to establish themselves per
manen~ly as traders in the country, in which capacity 
they might have existed up to the present day, had not 
circumstances occurred after the death of Nawab Aliverdy 
Khan, which roused the indignation of the Briti~h Go
vernment, and led to those events wJtich opened out a 
new era in the history of Bengal, and gave birth to the 
policy by which, under cover of Solemn Trea.ties and 
Engagements, the Company eventually secured for them
selves the Supreme Administration of the three Provinces 
of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, a.nd the way was thus opened 
for the introduction of the Wise Laws and Noble Institu
tions of our country into a land that for many ages had 
been the scene of political intrigue, massacre, and blood
shed. But while admiring the great results ot that 
policy as exhibited in the improved condition of the 
country and also in the advantages gained by it for the 
British Nation, we should not lose sight of the fa.ithful 
representatives of our oldest ally, Meer Jamer to whose 
influence and co-operation alone can be attributed the suc-

'cess which has accompanied it. It is, therefore, to His 
Highness Syud MunllOor UTIee, the present Nawab of 
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Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, that we would now draw pubJic 
attention, and, after giving a brief account of his ancestors 

their position and relations with the East India C~mpany, 
their loyalty, and faithful attachment to the British 

Crown, notwithstanding the arbitrary measures of the 
Government of India which have resulted in their humi. 
liation, and which will be fully set forth herein, we will 
introduce for public consideration His Highness' grievances 

as set forth in his Memorial to Her Majesty's Secretary of 
State for India in Council, wherein he describes the unjust 
treatment he received at the hands of the local Government 
ofIndia-which led to his leaving his home and his family 
and visiting our country in the bope of obtaining from 
Her Most Gracious Majesty and Her wise and just G0-

vernment and People that justice and redress for his 
wrongs for which he and his loyal Predecessors have 
vainly applied -in India! 

Nawah Aliverdy Khan (who leCt nil male issue) had 
three years before his death nominated his grandson 
Mirza Mahomed (better known as Suraj-ul-dowlah) his _ 

successor_ This Prince, being of a. sullen, cruel~ and 
tyrannical disposition, was quite unfit Cor the position he 
occupied, and he was in consequence disliked'by his own 
people, and by everybody with whom he held intercourse» 
it may, thereCore, be readily conceived that he soon made 
himself obnoxious to the English Company, whom he 
had determined to drive out of the country_ His success 
against the English and his cruel acts which terminated 
in the dreadful tragedy of the Black Hole in Calcutta. 
(too well known to need comment here) led the Company 
to enter into an intrigue with liis relatives and - their 
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supporters for the purpose of dethroning the tyrant and 

placing another "member of the Royal House on the 
musnud. Accordingly, negociations were commenced 
with Meer Jaffier Ali Khan, the son-in-law of Nawab 
Aliverdy Kban-a nobleman of Royal lineage, and great 

influence, and Commander-in-Chief of the Army, who 
had always shown himself a zealous fri~nd and supporter 
of the English. He undertook to make good the losses 

the Co~pany had sustained if they would lend him their 
assistance and co.operation as feudatories in obtaining 
possession of the throne; this the Company agreed to 

do, and drew up the famous red and white tr~aties 

under the direction of Colonel Clive, who afterwards, 
through the instrumentality of Meer Jamer Ali Khan, 

succeeded in defeating Suraj-ul-dowlah at the memorable 
battle of Plassey, on the 15th June, 1757, and on the 

acces~ion of Meer Jaffier Ali Khan, concluded the Treaty 
with the new Nawab, of which the followin~ is a acknow
ledged to be a true copy. The original was supposed to 
have been subsequ~ntly destroyed by Colonel Clive for his 
own protection, when he was accused of having forged 

Admiral, Watson's name on it. 

Translation of the Public, Treaty trWde with ADMIRAL 

WATSON, COLONEL CLIVE and the other counsellors, MR. 

DRAKE and MR. WATTS, as written in Persic, &:c., &:c., 
and sig1U'.a, by MEEB. J AFFIER ALI KHAN with his own 
hand. (Vide Orme's "History of Indosta1L." Vol. II., 
Page 161.) " 

.. I swell!' by God, and "by the Prophet of God, to abide by the 
terms of this Treaty whilst I have life." 

Article 1. 
Whatever Articles were agreed to in the time of peace with the 

Nabob SU1'I\jah Dowlah, I agree to comply with. 
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Article 2. 
~e enemies of the English are myenenlies, whether they be Indians 

or Europeans. . 

Article S. 
All the effects and factories belonging to the French in the province 

of Bengal, the paradise of nations, and Behar, and Orin, shall re
main in the possession of the English, nor will I ever allow them any 
more to settle in the three provinces. 

Article 4. 
In consideration of the losses which the ;English Company, have 

sustained by the capture and plunder of Calcutta by the Nabob, and 
the charges occasioned by the maintenance of the forces, I will give 
them one orore of ruvees. 

Article 6. 
For the effects plundered from the English inhabitants at Caloutta, 

I agree to give fifty laos of rupees. 

Article 6. 
For the effects plundered from the Gentoos, Moors, and other in~ 

- habitants of Caloutta, twenty lacs of rupees shall be given. 

Article '1. 
For the effects plundered from the Armenian inhabitants of Cal

cutta, I will give the sum of seven lacs oirupees. The distribution of 
the sums allotted to the English, Gentoo, Moor, and other inhabitant, 
of Calcutta, shall be left to Admiral Watson, Colonel Clive, Roger 
Drake, William Watts, .Tames Kilpatrick, and Richard Beechers 
Esquires, to be disposed of by them to whom they think proper. 

Article 8. 
Within the ditch which surrounds the borders of Caloutta, are traots 

of land belonging to several Zemindars; besides these, I will grant 
to the English Company 600 yards without the ditch. 

Article 9. 
All the land lying south of Calcutta, as far as Culpae, shall be under 

the Zemindarry of the English Compnny: and all the officers of th~e 
parts shall be under their jurisdiction. The Revenues to be paid by 
the Company in the same manner as other Zemindars. 

Article 10. 
Whenevel' I demand the assistance of the English, r will be at the 

charge of the maintenance of their troops. 

Article 'u· 
I will not erect any new fortifications near the River Ganges beloW 

Hu/:hley. -
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.Article 12. 
As Boon as I am established in the three provinces, the aforesaid 

sums shall be faithfully paid. 
Dated the 15th of the month of Ramagan, in the fourth year of the 

present reign. ' 

This Treaty as written by' the English, contained the sense of the 
above Articles, though in diJrerent words, and concluded with an ad· 
ditional clause to the following effect :- ' 

.Article 13. 
On condition, Meer Jaffier Cawn Bahadur solemnly ratifies and 

BWears to fuW the above Art,icles, we, the underwritten, do, for and 
in behalf of the Honourable East India Company, declare on the Holy 
Evangelists, and before God, that we will assist Meer ;raflier Cawn 
Bahadur with our whole utmost force to obtain the Subahships of the 
Provinces of Bengal, Behar, and Orixa, and further, that we will 
I\8sist him to the utmost against all his enemies whatever, whensoever 
he calla upon us for that purpose, provided that when he becomes the 
Nabob, he fulfils the above Articles. 

Xhis Xrea.ty was eigned by 
ADMIRAL WATSON, 

COLONEL CLIVE, 

MR. DRAKE, 

MR. WATTS, ' 

MAlOR KILPATRIC1I:, 

MR. BECHER. 

The donations to the Army, Squadron, and Committee were written 
in another Treaty. 

We need not dwell upon the flight and miserable death 
of Suraj-ul-dowlah, suffice it to say that Nawab Meer 
Jaffier Ali Kllan was duly installed as his successor, and 
was confirmed in the ofilce by a sunnud (patent or pro
clamation) from the Emperor of Delhi, without which he 
must have been looked upon as a usurper-for though 
long before this time the po,wer of the Great Mogul had 
been on the decline, and most of the Nawabs ~ad ceased 
to obey the Royal mandate, yet the form of applying to 
the Royal Court for sunnuds (patents) confirming any 
cha.nges that might take place in the direct line of HUC-
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cession of the Nawabs had not been quite abolished. 
The right of succession, therefore, of the' family of Nawab 
Meer J affier Ali Khan having been confirmed by the 
Emperor of Delhi, no grounds could thereafter be, ad
duced for interfering with them without cruel injustice; 

yet, because the Nawab Meer Jaffier was unalJIe to meet 
the exacting demands of the Company's servants, a 
conspiracy was formed against him while Clive 
was away, and he was induced to retire from public 
life, and make over the Government of the Provinces to 
his son-in-law, Meer Cossim Ali Khan, whom the ser
vants of the Company used as an instrument for carrying 
out their ends. But Meer Cossim Ali Khan did not 
long enjoy his position, for the Directors in England 
ordered their servants to reinstate the'legitimate, Nawab, 
Meer Jaffier Ali Khan~ which they accordingly did by 
an additional Treaty and Agreement, (which is still in 
the possession of the present Nawab) under which they. 
secured for themselves and the Company many unlooked
fo~ advantages-such as gifts of lands, &0. 

A rticles of a Treaty and. Agreement between tke Governor 
and Council of Fort William, 0'11> the part of the English 
East India Oompany and the NABOB SUJAH-UL MULCK, 

HOSSAJN-a-DoWLAH, MEER MAHOlllED' JAFFIER KAHN 

BAHADUR, MAHABlIT JUNG, 1763. 

Company's la:rg& 

Seal. 

Th& Seal of th& Nabob Meer 
Mahomed J aflier Khan, Ba
hadur, Mahabut lung, &c. 

0,. tke part "1 tke Company. 

We engage to· remstat& th& N a.bob Moor Mahomed J aflier KbaB 
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Babadur'in the Soubabdarry of tbe Provinces of Bengal, Bebar, and 
Orin, by tbe deposal of Meer Mahomed Kosaim Khan; and the 
effects, treasure, and jewels, &c., belonging to Meer Mahomed Kossim 
Kban, whicb sball fall into our hands, shall be delivered np to the 
Nabob aforenamed. 

On tM part of tke Nabob. 

Article 1. 
The Treaty which Iformerly conclu<wd with tbe Company upon my 

acceBBion to the Nizamnt, etlgaging to regard tke honour and reputa
tion of tke COmpUllOY, tkeir GOfJertlor and Council /J8 my own, grant
ing perwannahs for the Currency of the Company's business, the same 
Treaty I now confirm and ratify. 

Article 2. 
I do grant and confirm to the Company, for defraying the expenses 

of Troops, the Chncklas of Burdwan, Midnapore and Chitagong, which 
were before ceded for the same purpose. 

Article s. 
I do ratify and confirm to tbe Englisb tbe privilege granted tbem 

by their Firmann and several Husbulhookums, of carrying on their 
trade by means of their own dustuck, free from all duties, taxes, or 
impositions in all parts of the conntry, excepting the article of Salt, 
on which a duty bf 2l per cent is to levied on the rowa.na, or 
Hooghly market price. 

Article 4-
. I give to tbe Company half the Saltpetre wbicb ,is produced in the 

country of Pumes, which their Gomastabs shall send to Calcutta. 
The other half shall be collected by my Foujdar, for the use of my 
offices; and I will su1l'er no other person to make purchases of this 
article in that conntry. 

Article 5. 
In the Chnckla of Sylhet, for tbe spaee of five years, commencing 

with the Bengal year 1170, my Foujdar and the Company" Gomastah, 
shall jointly prepare chnnam, of which each shall defray half the ex
pense, and half the chunam 80 made shall be given to the Company, 
and the other half shall be for my use. 

Article 6. 
I will maintain twelve tbousand horse and twelve thousand foot in 

the three Provinces. H there should be occasion for any more, the 
number shall be increased by consent of the Governor and Council 
proportionably to the emergency; besides these, the Force of the 
English Company shall always attend me when they are wanted. 

Article 7. 
Whenever I shall fix my. Court, either at Moorehodabad or else. 
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where, I will advise the Governor and Council; and what number of 
English Foroe I may have occasion for in the management of my. 
affairs, I will demand them, and they shall be allowed me, and an 
English Gentleman sbaIl reside with me to tnmeact all affiJ.irs between 
me and the Company, and a person shall also reside on my part at 
Calcutta to negociate with the Governor and Council. 

Article 8. 
The late Perwannahs issued by Kossim Ally Khan, granting to all 

fflffeluzRh tM ezemptw. <if 0./1, tUdiN for 1M itptJCtt 'If ttOO !learl, .luzll 
N retJet'W /JIUl calktl ill, and the duties eaIled in as before. 

Article 9. 
I will cause the Rupees coined in Calcutta to pass in every respect 

equal to the Sioeas of lIIoorshedabad, witbout any deduction of batta, 
and whoever sbaIl demand batt&, shall be punished. . 

Article 10. 
I will give thirty lakhs or Rupees to defray all the expenses' and 

loss occurring to the Company from the Will' and stoppage of tbeir 
investment; and I will reimburse to all private pem>ns the amount of 
such losses, PI"OYM before the Governor and. Council, as they may 
sustain in their tnule in the country. If I should not be able to di9-
charge this in ready money, I will give assignments or land for the 
amount. 

Article 11' 

I will confirm and renew the Treaty which I formerly made with the 
Dutch. 

Article 12. 
If the French come into the coUntry, I will not allow them to erect 

any fortifications, maintain forees, hold lands, Zemindarees, &0., but 
they shall pay tribute, and carry on their tnule as in former times. 

Article 13. 
Some regulations shall be hereafter settled between us for deciding 

all disputes which may arise between the English Agents and Gomas
tabs, in the different parts of the country, and my Officers. 

In testimony whereof, we, the said Governor and Council, have set 
our hands and affixed the seal of the Company to one part hereof. and 
the Nawab aforesaid hath set his hand and seal to another part hereof, 
which were mutually done and interchanged at Fort William, the 
10th or July, 1763. 

(Signed) .. .. .. 
II 

II. 

HENRY V ANSITTART, 

JOHN CABIUC • 

WILLLUI BILLERS, 

WARREN HASTINGS, 

RANDOLPH MARRIOTT, 

HUGH WATTS. 
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Before signing this Treaty, the Nawab Meer Jaffier 
Ali Khan, fearing the Company's servants might again 
disregard the solemn pledges they had given him to 
remain his firm Allies, made several demands upon them 

which were duly agreed to in the following terms :-

Demands made on the part of the Nabob MeeT Ma7wmed 
Jaffier Cawn to tke Governor and Council at tke time of 
Bigning tke Treaty. 

1st. I formerly acquainted the Company with the particulars of my 
own affairs, and received from them repeat.ed letters of encouragement 
and kindness. with presents. I now make thi8 request, that you will 
,,'rite in a proper J.anner to the Oompany and also to the King of 
England, the particulars of our FriendsMp and Union, and proCilre 
for me writings qf encouragement, tftat my mind may be assured from 
that quarter, that no breack. may ever happen between me and the 
English, and that every Governor, Oounsellor, and Ohiefs of the 
English that are here, or may hereafter come, may be well disposed 
and attached to me. 

2nd. Since all the English gentlemen assured of my frielldly dis· 
'position confirm me in the Nizamut, I request that to whatever I may 
at any time write they will give their credit and assent; nor regard 
the stories of designing men to my prejudice, t}mt all my affairs may 
go on with success, and no occasion may arise for jealousy or ill.will 
between us. 

Brd. Let no protection be given by any of the English gentlemen 
to any who may 1Iy for shelter' to Calcutta or other of your districts, 
but let them.be delivered up to me on demand. I shall st.rieUy enjoin 
all my Foujdars and Amils, on all acconuts to afford assistance and 
countenance to such of the Gomastahs of the Company. as attend to 
the lawful trade of the Factories. And if any of the ssid Gomastahs 
shall act otherwise, let them be checked in sucb a manner as may be 
all exam pie to others. 

4th. From the neighbourhood of Calcutta to Hooghly and many of 
the Pergunnahs bordering upon each other. it happens that on com· 
plaints being made people go against the Talookdars, Reiats and 
Tenants of my towns to the prejudice of the business of the 8ircar. 
Wherefore let strict orders be given that no Peons be Bent from Cal· 
cutts., on the complaint of anyone upon my Talukdars or Tenants ; 
but on such occasions let application be made to me, or to the N sib 
of the Fo~darry of Hooghly that the country may be subject to no 
loss or devastation. And if any of the Merchant8 Traders, which 
belonged to the Bucksbunder and Azimgunge, and have settled in . 
Calcutta should be desirous of returning to Hooghly and carrying on 
their business there as formerly, let no one molest them. Chander· 
nagore and the French factory were presented to me by Colonel Clive, 
and given by me in charge to Omer Beg Cawn. For this rOlISon, 
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let strict orders be given that no English gentleman exerCIse any 
authority therein, but th",t it remain as formerly under the juriadiction 
of my people~ . 

5th. . Whenever I may demand, any forces from tke Governor and 
Oouncil for f1II!J assistance, let tkem be immediately sent to- me and no 
demand made on mefor their e:cpense.. . ' 

The demands of the Nabob Shujaa·ool.Mnlck Hissam o'Dowlah, 
Meer Mahomed Jallier, Cawn Bahad'r Mohabut Jung, written in five 
articles. We tke President and Oouncil of tke Englisk Oompang do 
agree and set OWl' kands to-

Fort William, 10th July, 1763. 

(Signed) 

" 
" 
" 
" n. 

" 

HENRY VANSITTART. 

THo:lIIAS ADAMS. 

JOHN CARNAC, 

S. BATSON, 

WM. BILLFRS. 

JOHN CARTIER, 

WARREN HASTINGS, 

RAN DB. MARRIOTT, 

J. L. WATTS. 

But in 1764 the Company's servants again infringed 
the Nawab's rights by demanding from ,him a note of 
hand for the expenses of their army, which, by the terms 
of the Treaty, they had no right to ask for. 

NAWAB MEER JAFFI~R ALLY KHAN'S Note for five 
Lakhs of Rupees pel' month for the B:Ilpenses of tke Army, 
1764. 

Account of money settled for the expenses of the Europeans and 
Sepoys, the A.rtillery and raising of the Cavalry, which shall be paid a 
month sooner or later, Jlccording to the particulars undermentioned 
from the beginning of the month Sophar (31st July, i764,) of the 5th 
year of the reign, till the removal of tho troubles with the Vizier, 
vile. 

In the Province of Bengal at Moorsheda.ba.d 
In the Province of Behar, at Patna 

3,00,000 
2,00,000 

• Total Rupees 5,00,000 

Written tk. 19th of Babbie.tll·Alotll, tke 5tk year qf .Taloo.r, 
, 16th September, 1764. 
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N.B.-I will include in tqe aforesaid Bum whatever balance may be 
due ~om me on account of my fQrmer agreement with the Com
pany. 

It is' reasonable to suppose that the Company's ser
vants, having by this time acquired everything that thl'y 

could reasomroly expect, by Treaty or otherwise, in return 
for their SIJ'f1.IWetr, and also for the purpose of carrying on 
the legitimate trade of their employers, would have been 

satisfied in allowing the Nawab Meer Jamer Ali Khan and 
his successors to retain possesion of the throne without 
further interference OR tIieir part, except in so far as they 
had bound themselves by Treaty to protect the rights 
and interests of the Nizamut; but (and we blush 
to say it) the foretaste of power and annexation'led them 

to forget the principles of truth, honor, and justice (the 
characteristic virtues of Englishmen), and they sacrificed 
the credit of the British Nation by departing from their 
integrity, and breaking faith with their firm and confiding 
Allies for pecuniary considerations! 

When Nawab Meer Jamer Ali Khan died, his eldest 
suryriving son, Nawab Nudjm-ul.dowlah, ascended the 
throne, and the. Company's servants taking advantage of 
the confidence reposed in them by the Nawabs, embraced 
this occasion for obtaining from the new Soubahdar 
additional benefit" for themselves and the Company, by 
drawing out another, Treaty, in which the Nawab 
was induced, after ratifying and confirming those made 
with his father, to make fur'ther concessions in favour of 
the Company, and to place part of the military adminis. 
tration of the country in their hands, pesides entertaining 
a creature of the Company, Mahomed Reza Khan, as his 

Vi~ier or Prime Minister. 
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Articles' of a Treaty and Agreement . concluded between 
the Governor and OOuncil of Fort William, on the part of 
the ENGLISH EAST INDIA COMPANY, and NABOB NUDJUM

UL-DOWLA. 

On the part of the Company. 

We, the Governor and Council, do engage to secure to the Nabob 
N~djum-ul·Dowla all the Soubabdarry of the Provinces of Bengal, 
Beha.r, and Orissa.; and to support him therein with the Compa.nv's 
Forces aga.inst all his enemies. We will a.lso, at all t'mfl8, keep ~p 
8flCh force as may be tIe_sary ~ectvally to assist and support him in 
the defetICB qf the PrOfJitlc&; and as our troops will be more to be 
depended. on than atI!J the Nabob can have, and, U,SB B:t:p6tl8ive to him, 
he need., therV'Of'fJ, entertain _ but such as are requisite for the 
support qf the Civil OjJiC6f'8 qf his GOfJernment, and, the bvaitle88 qf 
his colu,ctiOtl8 thro~h the different districts • 
. We do further promisE', tha.t in considera.tion the Na.bob shall con· 
tinue to assist in defra.ying the extra.ordina.ry expenses of the wa.r, now 
carrying on aga.inst Shujab-ul·Dowla, with five lacs of Rupees per 
monta, which wa.s agreed to by his fa.ther, wha.tever sums may be 
hereafter received of the King, on a.ccount of our a.ssistance a.fforded 
him in the wa.r, 8hall be repaid, to the Nabob. 

On the part of the Nabob. 

In consideration of the a.ssistance the Governor and Council ha.ve 
agreed to a.fford in secwring to me the suc_non in the Soubabdarry of 
Bengal, Beha.r and Orissa., heretofore held by my Fa.ther, the late' 
Na.bob Meer Ja.fIier.Ally Khan, and supporting me in it aga.inst all my 
enemies, I do agree and bind myself to the faithful performa.nce of the 
following Articles:-

Article I. 
The Treaty which my fa.therformerly concluded with the Company 

upon his first a.ccession to the Nizamut, engaging to regard, the honour 
and reputation qf the Company and, qf their GOfJeNWf' and Council aa 
his 0IIm, and granting perwa.nnabs for the curreney of the Company's· 
tra.cie, the same Treaty, as far as is consistent with the .t1,ticle8 'here
after agreed, I do hereby ra.tify and confirm. 

Article 2. 
Considering tae weighty cha.rge of Government, a.nd how essential 

it is for myself, for the welfare of the country, andfor the CompatI!J' B 
bvaitlfl8s, that I should have a. person who ha.s had experit'nce therein 
to a.dvise a.nd a.ssist me, I do agree to ha.ve one fixed with me, with 
the a.dvice of the Governor a.nd Council, in the station of N aib Soqbah, 
who shall a.ccordingly have immediately under me the chief manage
ment of all a.ffiUrs. And a.s Mabomed Reza. Khan, the N aib of Da.cca 
ha.s in every respect my approbation and, that of the Governor e:nd 
<!ouncil, I do flll'ther agree tha.t this trust shall be conferred on hun, 
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and I will not displace him without the acquiescence of those gentlemen; 
and in case any a.lteration in this appointment should hereafter appear 
advisable, t.hat Mahomed Reza Khan, provided he has acquitted him
selfwith fidelity in his administration, shall in such case be reinstated 
in the Naibship of D.acca, with the same authority as heretofore. 

Article s. 
The business of the collection of the revenues shall, under the N aib 

Soubah, be divided into two or more branches, as may appear proper ; 
and as I have the fulle8t depen.dml.ce and confidence 011 the attach
ment of the English, and their regard to my interest and dignit!!, . 
and <MIl desirous of giving them ever!! te.timo"!! thereqf, I do further 
consent, that the appointment and dismissa.l of the Muttaseddees of 
those branches, and the allotment of . their severs.l districts shall be 
with the. approbation of the Go.,8t'1IOr and Council; and considering 
Aow much men of my rank and station are obliged to t1'fJst to the eyes 
and recommendations of the servants about them, and how liable to 
be decei.,ed, it is my further will that the Governor and Council shall 
be at liberty to object and point out to me when improper people are 
entrusted, or where m, officers and subjects are oppressed, and I will 
pa!! a proper regard to BUCh representations, that m!! affairs ma!! be 
conducted with honour, "'!I people elJerywhere be hapP!!, 'and theW 
!lMelJances be redressed. 

Article 4. 
I do confirm to Ihe Company, as a fixed resource, for defraying the 

ordinary expenses of their troops, the Chuklas of Burdwan, Midnapore 
and Chittagol/.g. in as full a manner as heretofore ceded by my father. 
The sum of five Lakhs of Sicca rupees per month for their mainten
ance was further agreed to be paid by my father; I agree to pay the 
8ame out of my treaawrg, while tke exigBllCfl for keeping up 80 large an 
Army continu88. When the Compa,,!!'s occanona will admit qf dim;" 
..... tion of the expenses they are put to on account of those troops, 
the GofJernor and Council will then relielJe me from BUck a propo·rlion 
of this assignment, as the in~Teased expenses incurred by keeping up 
the whole Force necessary for the defence of the Provinces will admit 
of; and as I esteem the Company's troops entirely equa.l thereto and 
as my own, I will onlg maintain BUch as are immediatelg necessa,,!! for 
tke dignity of my persOll and Gooernment, and tke business qf my 
collections throughout the Provinces. 

Article 5. 
I do ratify and confirm to the Englieh the privilege grs.nted to 

them by their Firmaun and severa.l Hnsbulhookums of carrying on 
their trade by means of their own dustuck, free from all duties, taxes, 
or impositions, in all parts of the country, excepting in the article of 
Sa.lt, on which a duty of 2 per cent. is to be levied on the rowana or 
Hooghly market price. 

Article 6. 
I give the Company the liberty of purchasing ha.lf the Saltpetre 

produced in the country of Purnea, which their Gomaatahs shall send 
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use of my Offices; and I will suWEll' no other persons to make pur
chases of this article in that oountry. 

Arlicle 7. 
In the Chuckla of Sylhet, for the space of five years, oommencing 

with the Bengal year 1171, my Foujdar and a Gomastah, on the 
part of the Company, shall jointly provide Chuuam, of which each 
shill defray half the expenses, and· half the Chunam so made ./w,ll 
be gie"" to the Company. 

Arlicle 8. 
Although I should occasionilly remove to other places in the 

Provinces, I agree tkat tke books of tke 0Wcar .AaU be always kept, 
and the. bflBilJe8. conducted at MOor8hedahatl, and tAat it 8AaI'. as 
1Ieretofore, be the seat of my GotJ_t; and wherever I am, I 
consent that an English gentlemau shill reside with me to transact 
ill affairs between me and the Company, and that a person of high 
rank shill &Iso reside Oil my pari at C&lcutta to /legociate with the 
Governor and Council. 

Arlicle 9. 
I will catIBo Ilupeea coi/led i. Calcutta' to paall ill "ety respect 

equal to the 8iccaa of Moorshedabatl, without a,,!! detluctioll of batta ; 
and whosoever shall demand batta shall be punished; the all .. "allos8. 
0.. coinage, by the fiill of batta on the isswng of the siccas, is a "twy 
hea,,!! grietlallCB to the _..trg; and, after mature oonsideration, I 
will, in concert with the Governor and Council, pursue whatever may 
appear the best me~hod for remedying it. 

Article 10. 

I will allow no Europeans whq,tever to be e~tertained in my servire, 
and if there already be any, they shall be immediately dismissed. 

Arlicle 11. 
The Kistbundee for payment of the restitution to the sufferers in 

the late troubles as executed by my Father, I will see faithfully 
paid. No delays shill be made in this bUSIness. . 

Article 12. 
I confirm 'and will abide by the Treaty which my Father formerly 

made with the Dutch. 

Arlicle 13. 
If the French come into the country I will not illow them to erect 

any fortifications, maintain forces, or hold lands, Zemindarees, &e., 
. but they shill pay tribute, and carry on their trade as in former 

times. . 

Arlicle U. 
Some regulations .AaU be hereafter Bettled 1Jetwee/l 118 for deciding 
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all dUputu which may arise between the English Gomastahs and my 
Officers, in the diJl'erent parts of the country. 

In t<istimony whereof we, the said Governor and Council, have set 
our hands, and affixed the seal of the Company to one part hereof, 
and the Nabob before named hath set his hand and foeal to another 
part. 

(A true copy.) 
{Signed W. MAJENDIE, 

Secreta,,!!. 

Mnfo.-This Treaty was executed by the President and Council of 
Fort William, on the 20th February, 1765, and by the Nabob on 
the 25th of the same month. 

The success which attended the above measure evidently 
led the servants of the Company to look forwlltrd to still 
further gain, for after they had acquired the influence 
consequent on their having been recognized by the, con. 

fiding Nawab as the controllers of his Army, they de
'termined to turn their power to a pJ:'ofitable account, and 
if possible to improve their financial position by obtaining 
the administration' of his revenues also. Accordingly, 
acting upon the suggestion of Lord Clive, who in one of 
his despatches to the Home Board had expressed his 
'opinion that .. All must belong ~'ther to the Company 

or to the NQ/Wabs," they decided on using the power 
entrusted to them by the Nawab as the means for 
carrying out this object; 'and as the country was at the 
time the scene of a ci,vil war, an opportunity ·was soon 
afforded them of using the Nawab's troops in conjunction 
with their own for rendering valuable assistance to the 
Emperor of Delhi, which Clive did Dot fail to take advan
tage of. 

The Emperor felt very grateful to the Company for the 
services they had rendered him in his hour of need, and 
(at the instance of Colonel Clive, who was much esteemed 
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for his bravery) was induced to confer upon the English 

Company by a Royal Firmaun (Edict) ',' the gift of 

tlte DewantlY (Offic~ of the Collection of the Revenues) 
of the three Provinces of Bengal, Behar, and ONsa, 

a.s a free gift and ultumgdh for ever and ever," granting 
them for their own use and profit as a conditional Jaghire 

" Whatsoever may remain out of the Revenues of the said Pro

vinces, after remitting the sum of twenty.sW lacs of Rupees 

per month to the Royal Oircar, and providing for the expenses 

of the Nizamut," i.e., the Nawabs Nazim, their C~urt, and 

their families. 

Firmaun from the KING SHAH AALUlII granting the 
Dewanny of the Khalsa Shereefa of Bengal, to the Oompany 

in 1765. 
At this happy time Our Royal Firmaun, indispensably requiring 

obedience, is issued, that and i.. consideratio.. qf the Attachment 
Seroices of the High and Mighty, the Noblest of Exalted Nobles, 
t.he Chief of Illustrious Warriors, Our Faithful Servants and Sincere 
Well·wishers, worthy of Our Royal favours. the English Company,
We have granted them as a free gill; and ultumgah agreeahlfJ to the 
Zimmum. from the beginning of the Rubby Tuccacooy-ul of the Bengal 
year, 1172. the office of the Dewanny of the Khalsa Shereefa of tho 
Province of BeDg!ll (the Paradise of the Earth), with the conditional 
Jaghire thereqf, without association of any other person. It is requisite 
that our Royal descendants, the Viziers, the Bestowers of dignity, the 
Omrabs high in rank, the great Officers, the MuttaBuddees of the De· 
wanny, the Managers of the business of Sultanut, the Jaghirdara, and 
Khoonrays, as well the future as the preSjlnt, using their coIl$tant en· 
deavours for the establishment of this Our Royal command, leave the 
said Office in possession of the said Company from generation to 
generation, for ever and ever, looking upon them to be assured from 
dismissal or removal. they must on no account whatsoever give them 
any interruption, and they must regard them as excused and exempted 
from the payment of all the Customs of the Dewanny and demands of 
the Sultauut. _ 

Knowing Our orders on this subject to he most strict and positive, 
let them not deviate therefrom. 

Written the 24th of Suphar, of the 6th Year of the Jooloose, the 
the 12th of August, 1765. 

Co .. tents of the Zimmum. 
Agreeably to the Paper which has received Our Sign Manual. we 

have granted the office of 1;he Dewanny of the Khalsa Shereefa of the 
. c 2 
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Province of Bengal (the Paradise of the Earth), with the conditional 
Jaghire thereof, as a free gift and ultumgah to the High and Mighty, 
the Noblest 'of Exalted Nobles, the Chief of Illustrious Warriors, Our 
:Faithful Servants and Sincere Well-wishers worthy of Our Royal 
Favours, the English Company, without the association of any other 
person from the beginning of the Rubby Tuccacooy-ul of the Bengal 
year 1172. 

Fort William; 30th Sept., 1765. 
Note.-Similar separate Firmauns were given for Behar and Orissa. 

Firmaun from the KING SHAH AALUM grantin![ the 
Dewanny of Bengal, Behar and 01isBa, to tke Company in 

·1765. 
At this happy time Our Royal Firmaun indispensably requiring 

obedienoo, is issued, that whereas in conaicUJration of the Attachment 
and Services of the High and Mighty, the Noblest of E:x.a1ted Nobles" 
the Chlef of Illustrious Warriors, Our Faithful Servants and Sincere 
Well-wishers, worthy of Our Royal favours, the English Compauy,
We have granted them the Dewanny of the Provinces of Bengal, 
Behar, and Orissa, from the beginning of the Fussel Rubby of the 
Bengal year, 1172, as a free gift and ultumgah, without association of 
any other person, and with an exception from, the payment of the 
customs of the Dewanny which used to be paid to the Court. It ia 
requisite that the said Oompany engage to be security for the Sum of 
Twenty-Six Lakks of Rupees allear for our Royal Revenue, which 
sum has been appointedfrom the Nabob Nudjum-ul-Dowlak Behadoor 
and regularly paid by the same to the Royal. Circar: and in t/,is case, 
as the said Oompany are obliged to keep up a large Army for the pro
tection of the Provincea of Bengal, .fe., we have granted to them 
what,ower may remain out of the Revenuea of the said Provincea, 
after remitting the sum of Twenty-Six Lakks to th_ Royal CircaI', and 
providing for the e:rpensea of the Nizamut. It is requisite that our 
Royal descendants, the Viziers, the Best.owers of <lignity, the Omrahs 
high in rank, the great Officers, the Muttasuddees of the Dewanny, 
the Managers of the buainess of Sultamlt, t)1e Jaghirdars, and Rhoon
rays, as well the future as the present, using their constant endeavours 

. for the establishment of this our Royal command, leave the said Office 
in possession of the said Oompany from generation to generation, for 
ever and ever, looking upon them to be assured from dismissal or re
moval, they must on no account whatsoever give them any interruption, 
and they must regard them as excused and exempted from the payment 
of all the Customs of the Dewanny and Royal demands. 

Knowing Our Orders on this subject to be most strict and positive, let 
them not deviate therefrom. 

Written the 24th ofSuphar,of the 6th Year of the Jooloose, the 12th 
of August, 1765_ 

OontentB of the Zimmum. 

Agreeably to the Paper which has received Our Sign Manual, Our 
Royal Commands are issued, that in consfderation of the Attaeltment 
and SerfJicea of the High and Mighty, the Noble.t of Exalted Nobles 
the Chief of IllUlitrious W IIrriore, our Faithful Servanta and Sincere 
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Well-wishel'll, worthy of 001' Royal faVOUl'S, the English Company,
We have granted them the Dewanny of the Provinces of Bengal. 
Behar, and Orissa, from the beginning of the Fussel RUbby of the 
Bengal Year 1172, as a free gift and ultumgah, without the as'sociation 
of any other person, and with an exemption from the customs of the 
Dewanny which uoed to be paid to the Court, on condition qf their 
being secrwity for the 811m qf 'I'wenty.si3: L"klos of Rupees "-ye,,r from 
Our RO!J"l Rpvenue, which 811m has been appointedfrom the Nabob 
Nudjum-ul-Dowlah BribadoOf' I atad. after remitting the RO!Jal RevfmUIl 
and proIJiding for the exP6US6S oj the Nizamut, whatsoever may re· 
main We ""ve granted to the said Company, . 

The Dewanny of the Province of Bengal. 
The Dewanny of the Province of Behar. 
The Dewanny of the Province of Orissa. 

The East India Company' having thus obtained ' all 
they asked for, (to be made the stewards or collectors of 
the Nawab's revenues) and, having engaged to fulfil the 
conditions expressed in the Royal Firmaun-by virtue 
of which alone they held the office - were in I;luty 
bound to sup!>ly the Nawabs with any monies they 

. might require for themselves, their families, and. the 
expenses of their Courts; but as they did not know 
whether the Revenues of the three Provinces of Bengal, 
Behar, and O~issa' would furnish them with the means 
of carrying out their obligations, and also repay them 
for their' trouble and expenditure in, collecting them, 
they as men of business and the 'teBponstDle financiers 
of the State deemed it -advisable instead of allowing 'the 

Nawab to draw whatever sums he wished from the e:Il

~hequer, to offer him a ped amount in full oj all demrlnds 

as the Nizamut share of the Revenues' of the Provinces. 
The following additional Agreement was therefore drawn. 
up by which the Nawab consented .. to accept Sicca. 
Rupees 53,86,131.9 (£580,693) as an ade'luate allowance 
for the expenses of the Nizamut, to be regularly' paid 

(under the blessing of God) as long as the _ English 

, Company's Factories conti'nue in Bengal." 
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AGREEMENT between tke NABOB NUDJUM-UL-DoWLAR 

and tke COMPANY. 

The Kfug having been graciously ple8Bed to grant to the English 
Company the Dewanny of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, with the 
revenues th~reof, as free gift for ever, on certain cotulitiofl8, whereof 
one is that there shall be a sufficient allowance made out of the said 
revenues for supporting the expenses of the Nizamut, be it known to 
aU it may concern, that I do agree to accept of the annual sum of 
Sicca. Rupees 53,86, 181-9, 8B an adequate allowance for the support 
of the Nizamut, which is to be regularly paid, 8B follows, viz-, the 
sum of Rupees 17,78,854-1 for all my household expenses, .erMnts,. 
&c., and the remaining sum of Rupees 36,07,277-8for the maintenance 
of such horses, sepO!fs, peons, burkundauzes, &0., as may be thought 
necessary for my suwar1'!f and the support of my dignity only, should 
such an expense hereafter be found necessary to be kept np, but on 
no accpunt ever to exceed that amount, and having a perfect reliance 
on Maeen-ul-Dowla, I desire he may have the disbursing of the above 
sum of Rupees 36,07,277-8for the pwrposes above mentioned. This 
agreement (by the blessing of God) I hope will be inviolably observed, 
as long as the English Company's factories continue in Bengal. 

(A true Copy.) 
(Signed) 

30th September, 1765. 

ALEX. CAMPBELL, 
S. S. C. 

An the arrangements having thus been concluded by 
which 'the Company, under the Nawabs became the 
custodians and responsible managers of the Revenues of 
the three Provinces of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa,-having 
only to render an account of their issues and receipts 
to the Nawabs as the titled head!t of the Government,
there was no just cause why the East India Company should 
thereafter have departed from the obligations imposed ou 
thell1- by, the' above Solemn Agreement, unless inueed 
they liOO found, and had convinced the Nawab, that the 
Revenues of the Provinces were entirely inadeql~ate for 
the fulfilment thereof, which they were not; yet, on the 
accession of Nawab Syef-ul-dowlah, they again took 
advantage of their position of tl'llst by putting a pressure 
on the Nawab and effecting a gain for themselves. The 

Nawab, who" having an entire confidence in them and in 
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their SenJams settled iA the cootUry, that nothing whai(JfJer 
wotdd be proposed or carried iAto eucutioA by them derogating 

from his hon.our, dignity, interests, and the good of his 

country," 'was induced, to agree u that the patecting of the 

Provinces of Bengal, Behar, and ONsa, and the force B1l.ffi

cient for that purp08~, sh~.ld be left entirely to their 

discretioA and good management," and also"':"" as the 
Company would ha.ve to provide for the mainten
ance of eztra troops--to accept the reduced annual 
allowance of Company's Rupees 41,86,131-9 (£418,613) 
for himself and his· imccessol'S, evidently in the hope 

ihat by making these further concessions, and retir
ing altogether from the Executive Administration of 
the Provinces, If this A!J1'eeT1Ient 'WOuld be intJiolably 

observed as long as the Englisll. Company's Factories 

continue in Bengal," for he no doubt thought that the 
. Company, whom he believed to be upright and honest 
men, would have nothing further to gain from him 
or his successors, since, by this Agreement, they had 
deprived the Nisamut of all real power. The Nawabs thus. 
in a. commercial point of view, gave up their authority in 
the E~ecutive, and be<l8.me annuitants in perpetuity. . . 

Articles of a Treaty and A!J1'eemenl' concluded belweeta 
the Governor and Council of Fort William, on the part of 
the ENGLISH EAsT INDIA COlllPANY and the NABOB 

SYEF-U L-DOWLAH. 

0. tlae pm fIItlae Company_ 
We the Governo)' and Council, do engage to secure to the Naboh 

Syef-ul-Dowlah, the Soubahdarry of the Provinces of Bengal, Behar, 
and Orissa, and to support him therein with the Company's Forces 
against all his enemies. 

0. tlae pari fIItlae NalJoi_ 
Article 1. 

The Treaty which my father /Of'fMJf'l!l concluded with the Compan:r 
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upon his first IICCI'ssion to the Nizamut, engaging to reglIll"d tke kanO,. 
tMltl reputation of the Company, and of tke GO'IJefflor and Council 
Q8 his own, and that entered into with my ,brother, Nabob Nudjim
ul-Dowlah, tke same Treatiea, a8 far iu is conai8tent with tke true 
8pirit, intent, aM meaning thereof, I do hereby ratify and confirm . 

.Article 2. 
The Xing ha.s been ,gra.ciously plea.sed to grant unto the English 

EIIBt India Company the Dewannyship of Bengal, Behar. and Orissa, 
lIB a free gift for ever; a.nd I, ha/IJing an "1'tir. confidence in them 
and in their servants aettletl in this country that fWtking whatevef' be 
proposed or carried into execution by tkem, tlerogating from my 
honour, dignity, intereat and tke good of ""!I count1'!J, tlo therefore, 
for the better conducting the alfa.irs of the Soubahdarry, a.nd pro
moting my honour and interest, a.nd that of the Company, in the 
best manner, agree that the p,.otecting the Provinces of Bengal, Behar, 
and Orissa, a.nd the force sufficient for that purpose, be entirelyZeft 
to their discretion and good management,' in conaitleration of their 
paying tke King, Shah Aalum, by monthly payments as.b!J Treaty 
agreed on, tke ""m of Rupees 2,16,566.10·9, and to me, Byef·uZ. 
Dowlah, tke annual atipend of Rupees 41,86,131·9, "iz., the sum of 
Rupees 17,78,854·1 for my house, 8ervant8, and other eapense. 
indispensably nece881Z1'!J; and the rema.ining sum of Rupees 24,07,277·8 
for the support of such sepoys, peons, and burkundauzes lIB may be 
thought proper for' my BUwarry only; but on no account ever to 
exceed that amount. 

Artiole 3. 

The Nawab Minauh Dowla, who WIIB, at the instance of the 
Governor and Gentlemen of the Council, appoint~d Naib of the 
proTinces, and invested with the management of afi'a.irs, in conjunc· 
tion with Maha RaJah Doolubram, and Juggat Seat, shall continue in 
the same post a.nd with the same authority; and having a perfect con· 
fidence in him, I, moreover, agree to let kim have tke disbursing of 
tke abO'lJe svm of Rupees 24,07,277·8 for the purp08es abO'lJe melt

tioned. 
This agreement (by the blessing of God) I hope will be inviolably 

observed lIB long as the English Compa.ny's fa.ctories continue in 
Bengal. 

Dated this 19th day of May, in tke !lear of OUl' Lord, 1766. 

(Signed) W. B. SUMNER. 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
II 

II 

'H. VERELST. 

RANDOLPH MARRIOTT. 

H. WATTS. 

CLAUD RUSSELL. 

W. ALDERSEY. 

THOMAS KELSALL. 

CHARLES FLOYER. 
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A pecuniary gain of '£162,080 per annum having 
by this Agreement also been effected for the Company. 
and the whole of the Military Administratiot;l (as 1\'ell 
as the Civil) having been ma~e over· to them by the 
Nawab. it mi~ht ha.ve. been expected that with the 
resources in their hands.' derived from the rapidly 
increasing· Revenues of the Provinces, they would 

. have been content 'in 'letting the Nawabs retain and 
enjoy for ever their rank. dignity. and privileges as then 
agreed upon, and, which they had bound themselves to 
protect as long as they remained in Bengal; but though 
their ambition might have been satisfied, their cupidity was 
not, for on the accession of Nawab Mobaruck-ul-dowlah-a 
boy of tender age-the work of spoliation by the servants 
of the Company advanced apace-and in concert with the 
young Naw~b's stepmother. Munnee Begum (who was 
familiarly styled .. the Mother of the Company." in con
sideration of her attachment to their solid interests). and 
Nawab Minauh Dowlah (alias Mahomed Ueza Khan), a 
creature of their own making-they drew up another 
Treaty and Agreement with the young Nawab by which 
they reduced the Annuity t~ Rupees 31,81.991-9 
(.£318,199), and thus deprived him and his successors, of 
'£100,414 per annum of their just due. 

TREATY WITH M!>BARUK-UL-DoWLAH. 

The Company.s, I ' 
Seal. 

(SigneJ) E. BARBER, 
Becreta1'Y' 
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,4rticles of Treaty and Agreement between the Governor 
and Oouncil of Fort William on the part of the EAST INDIA. 

COMPANY and NAWAB MOBARUX-UL-DoWLAlI, dated 21st 
March, 1770. 

On tke parl of the Company. 

, We, the Go.vernor and Co.lincil, do. engage to. secure to. the N awab 
Mobaruk-ul·Dowlah the So.ubahdarry o.f the Pro.vinces o.f Bengal, 
Behar, and Orissa, and to. support him therein with the Company's 
Farces against all his enemies. 

On tkeparl of the Nawab., 
Article 1. ' 

The Treaty which my father formerly concluded with the Co.mpany 
npon his first accessio.n: to. the Nizamut, engagi"g to regard tke honour 
and reputation qf tke C9mpany, and ,qf tke GOiJBfflO'l' and Council all 

1&i8 own, and that entered into. with my bro.thers, the Nawabs Nudjm
ul-Do.wlah, and .l3yef-ul-Do.wlah, the same Treaties, all far all ia con
Biatent ,with the true ap;"'it, intent, and meani"g thereof, I do. hereby 
ratify and Co.nfirm. 

Article 2. 

The King has been gracio.usly pleased to. grant unto. the English 
East India Co.mpany, the Dewannyship o.f Bengal, Behar and Oris.a 
as a free gift far ever; and I, having an ent;"'e co"fide"ce in them and 
i. their ae'I'Vant8 Bettled in this count,y, th_at nothing whatever be pro
po.ed 0'1' carNed into e:x:ecution by them derogating from my honour, 
interest, and the .qood qf my count1'1J, do therefore, for the better 
ronducting the affairs o.f the Soubahdarry, and promo.ting my hono.ur 
and interest and that o.f the Compauy, in the best manner, agree that 
the protecting the Provinces of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, and the 
force sufficient for that purpose, be entirely left to. their direction and 
good management, in consider<f,Uon qf their paying tke King Shah 
Aalum, by monthly payments, all by Treaty agreed on, the sum of 
Rupees two iakhs, sixteen thousand, six hundred and sixty-six, ten 
annas, and nine pie, (Rupees 2,16,666-10-9): and to. me, Mobarul<-ul
Dowlah, tke annual 8tipend of Rupees thirty-one lakhs, eighty-one 
tho.usand, nine hundred and ninety-one, and nine ann!U!, (Rupees 
31,81,991-9,) viz., the sum of Rupees fifteen lakhs, eighty-one thousand, 
nine hundred and ninety-one, and nine annas, (Rupees 15,81,D91-9). 
fO'l' 'TII!J house, 8ervant8, and other expense8, indiapensably nece881t1'1J; 
and tke remaining sum of Rupees sixteen lakhs, (Rupees 16,00,000) 
fO'l' tke 8tlppOrt of BUch BepOYB, peons, and burkundauze8, all may be 
thought proper fO'l' myBUlOa'I'1'1J only I but on no account ever to. exceed 
that amount. 

Article 3. 

The Nawab Minauh Dowlah, who was at the instance of tQe 
Governor and Gentlemen of the Council, appointed Naib of the Pro· 
vinces, and invested with the management of affairs. in conjunction 
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with Maharajah D~olubram, and: J uggat Seat, shall continue in the 
post and with the same authority; and having a perfect confidence in 
him, I moreover agree to let him have tke disbursill(J qf tke above sum 
of Rupees sixteen lakhs, for tke purposes above mentioned. 
. ~'his Agreement (by the blessing of God) shall be itWiolabl!J ob-
served·FQR EVER. ' 

.Dated.this 21st da!J qf March, in the Year of Our Lord, 1770. 

(Signed) JOHN CARTIER, 

" 
RICHARD BECHER, 

". WILLIAM. ALDERSEY, 
II CLAUD' RUSSELL, 

" 
CHARLES' FLOYER, 

II JOHN REED, 

" 
FRAN9IS HARE, 

II JOSEPH J EKYELL, 

" 
THOMAS LANE, 

" 
RICHARD BARWELL. 

This last Treaty-which reduced the Annuity of the 
Nizamut to such a sum as could always be paid without 
encumbering the resources of the State, and also secured for 

the Company every advantage that they could hope to obtain 
from their Allies (or co-partners) the Nawabs-was'con

cluded in the llnmistakeable words: "This Agreement, by 
the blessing of God, shall be inviolably observed" for even ;" 

it can, therefore, only be iooked upon as ~ sacred and per
petual bond under whichth!7l East India Company engaged 

to pay th!7l sum of ~upees 2,16,666-10.9 (£21,666) per 
month to the Court at Delhi, ,and .Rupees 31)H,991-9 
(.£318,991) per :Lnnum to the Nawab or his heirs-at-Iaw 
"for even," in return for the many and great concessions 
they bad made to them. 

It is worthy of notice that, the several Engageinents 
made by the Honourab~e East India Company with the 
Nawabs Nazim of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa have a .. 
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twofold heading; viz., Treaties and Agreements. The 
word Treaty is evidently used to signify that. certain 
PoliticaZ Relations existed b~tween the contracting 
parties, whereas .the word Agreement must refer to the 
Commercial RelationAl set forth, whereby either the 
Nawabs or their successors agreed to give the Company 

certain lands, SUDIS of money; &c., or, on the other hand, 
the Company guaranteed to pay the Nawab; or their 
heirs-at-law for certain periods stated in the body of the 
respective Agreements (the laHt of whic:h was binding 
"for ever ") annuities fixed by mutual arrangement. 

Under such circumstances, although the East India 
Company might think themselves entitled, to exercise 

the arbitrary power they had aBBumed, and by infringing 
upon the Sacred Rights guaranteed by the Treaties 

find means' to . deprive the Nawabs Nazim of their 
Political Stq,tus and their rank and dignity, yet this 
done, they were legally liable for the due fulfilment of 
their pecuniary obligations under the respective Agree

ments, by virtue of which the BOciaZ Btatus of the Nawabs 
was .fully secured under the provisions therein named; 
and the British Government having by Royal Proclama_ 

. tion in 1858 (Paras. 5, 6, and 7, Page 116) taken over 
all the obligations of the Honourable East India Com
pany, is therefore now responsible not only for the Poli
tical Rights of the Nawabs guaranteed by that August 
Body, but also for all the debts contracted by the 
Company, and all the money due to the heir-at·law of 
Nawab Mobaruck-ul-Dowlah for arrears of the Nizamut 
Annuity, which were withheld by the Company, besides 
the payment" for ever" of such sums as are named in 
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the ever-during Agreement of 1770, which was legally 
sealed, signed, and settled by the Representatives of the 
two Governments. 

In a Political point of view the British Govern
ment would be just ~s much entitled to interfere with 
the rank and dignity of the Nobility of this country who 
derive their titles from their ancestors for services 
.rendered to the Crown, as with the Political Rights of 
those Indian Princes from whom the Representatives 
of the Government obtained the Ituthority to administer 
the affairs of that country ~ under cover of f!olemn 
Treaties; and if a Political precedent is admitted in the 
latter case it will surely follow in the former; but in a 
Commercial point of view the Government cannot under 
any circumstances legally exercise its prerogative to in
fringEi the. terms of the Agreements entered into with the 
Nawabs by its Representatives, and by which it has 
guaranteed the payment of certain sums for certain 
advantages conferred and value received from those 
Princes in lands or otherwise. If such a commercial 
precedent as the violation by the Government of an 
ever-during Agreement could be entertained, there would 
be an end to all security, fQr private individuals holding 
contracts from Corporative Bodies f~r the supply of 
goods, l~nds, or other materials at prices .agreed on---or 
for pensioners, annuit~nts, and others who forfeit certain 
advantages and rely entirely on the provisions made for 
them under arrangements with the Government, or. other 
CorpolatiT'e Bodies. Then again the control which has 
been arbitrarily exercised by the Government of India. 
over the personal annuity. of the Nawabs and their 
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families since 1770, which it could not claim under the 
provisions of the Agreement, would not have been tolerated 
in this country by, either the aristocracy or people who 

derive their support i~ a similar manner directly or in
directly from the Government; hence on thia ground 
alone the Nawabs Nazim have had just cause of complaint 
against the Government of India, for as the Government 

only reserved the right of controlling that portion of the 
annuity assigned for State purpo8es (Pages 22, 24,27), the 
Nawabs were legally entitled to redress for the wrongs in

flicted on them by an undue interference in their personal 
affairs. With regard to the existence and validity of 
the Treaty of 1770, th~ Government of India has itself 

acknowledged· both, as will be shown hereafter although 
its officers have up to' the present time evaded the terms 
therein contained. 

During the -lifetime of Nawab Nudjm-ud-Dowlah, 
the tribute to the then reigning Emperor of Delhi 
was paid. by the Company-and his successors claimed 
the same un.il the year 1857, when the Representa
tive of the Great Mogul-by supporting the rebellion 
of the Native troops, broke faith with his Allies the East 
India Company, and thus forfeited all claim to further 
eonsideration at the hand of the British Government, 
which at that time interposed for the protection of its 
own subjects in India-and after overthrowing the 
dominion of the Emperor of Delhi, took upon itself the 
Sup;eme Administration of the country, cancelled the 
Charter of the Honorable East India Company, and 
bound itself to carry out all the obligations contracted 
by that August Body, while holding the Aaministration 
of the Affairs of Native Princes in the East. 
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. But the Nawabs descended from Meer Jaffier Ali 
Khan never rebelled j how then did the East India 
Company fulfil their engagements to those Princes, 
through whose instrume~tality and confidingness they 
had gained so much, and to whom alone can be traced 
the rapid development of British power in the East? 
How was Mobaruck-ul-dowlah dealt with? And how 
has the Government of India treated the present Nawab 
Nazim who rendered it such great assistance during the 
Indian Mutiny of 1857, and ,aved not only the country 
but the lives and property of so many of our count!ymen 
by his influence aodgood example? The sequel will 
shew. 

When the Tr~aty ofl770 was concluded, the sum agreed 
upon, £318,199 per annum, was paid to the new Soubah
dar. and the servants of the Company, in their Des
patch to the Court of Directors, took great credit to 
themselves for having secured a permanent settlement 

with the Nizamut on such advantageous terms to the 
Company, and expected to be complimented by their 
employers for their zeal and success; bJl,t praise was not 
in store for them, as the following extract of a Despatch 
dated 20th April, 1771, from the Court of Directors to 
their Governor-General, Mr. Cartier, will show :-

"In noticing the ~ncomiums you pass upon your own 
"abilities, we cannot but observe with astonishment, 
" that an event of so much importance as the death of 
"Nawab Syef-ul-dowlah, and the establishment of a 
" successor in so ~reat a degree of non-age, should not 
" have been attended with those advantages to the Oompany' 
" which such a circumstance affords to your view. We 
" mean not to disapprove the preserving the succession of 
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"the family of Meer Jaifi&; on the contrary, both justice 
"a7J.d policy recommended the measure, but when we 
"consider the state of minority of the new Soubahdar, 
"~e know not on what ground it could have been 
"thought necesRary to continue to him the stipend 
" allowed to his adult predecessor; convinced as we are, 
"that an allowance of sixteen lacs per annum will be 
" sufficient for the Nawab's state and rank, while a minor, 
" we must consider every addition thereto as so much to 
"be wasted. You are, . therefore, ,during the no'n.age of 
" the Nawab, to reduce his annual stipend to sixteen lacs 
" of rupees." 

The validity of the Agreement of 1770 is not ques., 
tioned in the above Despatch, hence it is difficult 
to understand why the Court of Directors while agree· 
ing in the justice and policy of supporting the succession 

of the family of Meer JajJier, thought fit t() order 
their servants to still further reduce the annuity of 
the new Soubahdar during his non-age to sixteen lacs, 
unless, as expressed in the Despatch, they really feared 
that the relative,s and friends of the young Nawab would 
take advanta~ of his inexperience, and waste the money 
during his minority, and they (as his Trustees) might, 
afterwards be held responsihle for not having protected 
his interests. Accepting this view of their position, 
which is borne out by the instructions they gave to the 
Governor-General in 1786 (Page 34) we may naturally sup
pose that when the young Soubadhar attained his majority, 
all the accumulations during his minority would have 

been restored to him, and the full amount of the annuity, 
as by Treaty agreed on-and which he had enjoyed for 
more than a year-would then have been paid by the Com
pany to him and his successors; b~t this was neither 
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done during the lifetime of Nawab Mobaruck-ul-dowlah, 
nor have his successors and heirs-at. law since reaped the 
advantages secured to them by tha~ Treaty and Agree
ment of 1770, which" by the blessing of God" was to be 
.. inviolably observed.for ever." The Nawa,b Mobaruck-ul
dowlah frequently applied to the Company's servants for 
the restoration of what he rightly considered was his just 
dl,1ei but they, having once been discountenanced by the 
Court of Directors for having made what they themselves 
considered an ezcellent bargain, were no doubt indis
posed to again run the risk of being censured by their 
employers i and although the Governor-General, Mr. 
Warren Hastings, had, when on a visit to·Moorsheuabad. 
promised the Nawab and his stepmother, Munnefl Begum, 
to restore the withheld rights, no further notice was taken 
of the matter by the Government in India.. Meanwhile. 
the Nawab Mobaruck-ul-dowlah had to .support a. large 
and rapidly increasing family, and a numerous retinue 
which he was expect.ed to maintain 'as became his rank 
and position i it is, therefore, not difficult to understancJ 
how, with the annuity reduced from .£318,199 to '£160,000 
per annum, the Nizamut. which had to be supported on 
the same scale of magnificence, very soon became involved 
indebtp so much so, that in 1786 the Court of Directors, 
feeling it incumbent on them (under the conditions of the 
Royal Firmaun, by virtue of which they hilld office) II to 
provide for the 8Zpens68 of tke NisJamut," a.t once ordered 
their Governor-General to render the Nawab every assist- I 

ance in extricat.ing him from his pecuniary difficulties, 
and even authorized rr an immediate augmimtation of 1tis 
stipend" (Civil List) i which was certainly the most just and 

D 
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equitable measure that could have been adopted, not
withstanding the Oompany's affairs had through either 
misfortune or mismanagement become, for the time being, 
slightly embarrassed. 

Exilract of General LetteJT', dated 21st July, 1786, from 
THE HONOURABLE COURT OF DIRECTORS to their Go
vernor-GeneJT'al in India: 

"To provide for the support and Dignity of the Nawab Mobafuck
ul-powlah either hy qficaci01J,lJ checles wh.ich may .ecwre to His High
neS8 the clear and undiminished receipt oj the real stipend allotted to 
Mm, or by an economical arrangement of his Household, Dependents, 
and other expenses, or even hy an immediate. Augmentation oj his 
stipend, having a due consideration of his real necessities, and at the 
same time an attention to the emharras8ments oj the affair8 of the 
Company." 

But the Governor-General disregarded the suggestion to 
pay the real stipend or to augment it, which would have 

been ajust and equitable measure, and in 1790, adopted the 
rather singular alternative for reducing the debts of the 
Nizamut . by a further curtailment of the moiety of the 

" Allowance by Treaty of th~ Family," which had before 
been paid. Tlle following proposals, which were forced upon 
the Nawab, will exhibit the one-sided manner in which 
the affairs of the Nizamut have been administ.ered by the 
Governors-General· in India, regardless of. bonds and 
agreements by which they agreed to BUppOrt the .rightB, 

dignity, honor and intereBtB of the Nawabs as their first 

and chief care. 

Exilract of a letteJT' from the Governor-General, LORD 

CORNWALLIS to NAWAB MOBARUCK-UL-DoWLAH, dated 
22nd September, 1790. 

Your Highness will easily recollect the correspondence which passed 
between UI, and the conversations that took place while Your Highnes8 
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was in Calcutta Upon "the subject of the arrangement of the a1fairs of 
." Yuur Highness's household and the Nizamut, and no necessity now 

"exists "for a recapitulation of those particulars, but intluenced by a strong 
desire to form such plans as skall tend, to your prosperity, and to im
press you with the sincere intention entertained by the Company in 
England and the Government here to secure to you the undiminished 
receipt of your stipend, an"d to recommend such a system for the better 
management of your household affairs, as shall not only add to your 
reputation and respect hy the discharge of the heavy incumhrances on 
your Sirkar, but <enable you, by an economical and judicious arrangement 
of the internal disposition of your household, so to distribute the stipend 
paid by the Oompany as shall folly answer all the e:I:pBtl8es"of your 
Sirkar, provided Your Highness is equally well inclined with myselffor 
a prudent and attentive superintendence ov"" your own affairs. I have 
taken into mature consideration the plan for these purposes submitted 
to Go~ernment hy Mr. Ives, notwithstanding that gentleman's as!iduity 
in the execution of the duty entrusted to him claims my approbation, 
yet as part only of what he suggested have my ~oncurrt'nce, I have 
the pleasure now to communicate to Your Highness such" particulars 
as in my judgment will answer the ends so earnestly wished by the 
Company and myself. 

It is my wish,Your Highness should know me to be your friend,'and 
that you should be convinced that I have no object in "iew but your 
happiness and comfort, and I trust that Your Highness will require no 
further assurance on this subject than the, conduct I have pursued since 
n.y arrival. It is the Oompany's orders and tke intention of this 
Government that you should not only recei"e the stipend paid by the 
Oompany, but that the disposal of it should lodge in your own hands, 
not doubting hut your disvosition will point out to you how much your 
dignity and respect are concerned in tke wise administration of your 
own affairs; sensible that your judgment will lead you to put a confidence 
in my endeavours for your welf!lJ'e, I cannot doubt your- ready ac
quiescence to my sentiments, and that you will immediately put in 
execution the plan I have formed for the management of your affairs. 

It is unnecessary to point out to you that in order for your future 
comfort and respect, the first measure is the discharge of those incum
brances which you at present lahour under, and upon this subject I 
feel a further inducement to urge the measure to your notice, for I 
consider tke Oompany's credit at stake even with your own, since by 
the regulations of the Company's Government in the administration of 
justice, a due attention is paid to your dignity by not admitting any 
claims upon Your Highness to be decided in the Court of Justice estab
lished to give everyone their right. In this situation these claims ren 
"pon Your Highness's justice, and as a friend,] conceive it a great re
tlection upon your credit that they have remained so long unpaid, 
confident of your wish that thpy should be discharged. I advise that 
a certain sum he stopped monthly from the sums paid on account of the 
stippnd to be appropriated for the purpose of paying the just demands 
made against you. The amount of these demands on all accounts, I 
understand, is very heavy. As it is my desire that yoil, sMuld in et·ery 
respect be considered the master of your own affairs, I therefore do not 
wi.h that any debts shall be considered just, but w.hen decided as s~ch 
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with your acquiescence, I recommend that Your Highness issue ,a Pro
clamation in the (orm that -Mr. Harrington will propose to you, 
accompanied by your support, of a regulation which he will also lay 
before you for the decision of disputed claims among the' creditors. 
When the whole amount of these demands shall have been ascertained, 
a next remedy will be formed according to particular instructions which 
I have given to Mr. Harrington, which include proposals to be tendered 
to the creditors (or a just compromise o( their demands, and (or the 
payment of the debt of Jugget Sett, the particulars of which Your High
ness is already well acquaiuted w~th. 

I have considered the situation of Your Highness's Family, and 
acccordingly on the means for its support as far as can be, from the 
stipend allotted to the Nizamut. The.e means, though small, wit h an 
economical management and a due consideration of the large sums 
allotted to other purposes, I cannot but consider as sufficient, especially 
as they will increase in proportion to the want of them. The sum to 
be stopped monthly as ahoye described, for these two purposes, is fixed 
at 18,000 Rupees, and to be divided as more fully expressed in the accom
panying accollnt, part fur the payment of the debts, and part for the ex
penses of Your· Highness' Family. 

, W/dle attentive to the_discharge cif the heavy incumbrances on your 
Sirkar, I have not overlooked other circumstances equally oonducifJe to 
!Jour honour and happine8s, to the attainment cif which I consider your 
own dignity in the eyes cif the dependent8 on the Nizamut materially 
necessary. This cannot be secured but by a strict adherence to justice, 
and attention to the proper administration of your affairs. From a 
view of past yea~s. I am certain that the present encumbered situation 
cif your affairs has arisen from the interference cif interested and de
signing people, and as Your Highness is arrived at that age when the 
knowledge of your own affairs can be easily obtained, I am first to 
advise that you exert your.el( in searching into the various departments 
of your household and the Nizamut, and furm such clear and true senti
ments of each establishment as shall lead to a regular payment of 
them,. and thatoyou do not admit the counsels and 8Uggestions cif self-in
terested people to have any weight in your own determination. It is 
my wish that you should be the uncontrolled manager of Buch parts of 
your stipend as can with justice and due attention to the relative situa
tions of others he left to ynu, and I therefore have directed that, of 
the sum of 16,000 Rupees, the annual stipend, the following suu,s be 
under your own management without any other interference in the 
disposal of them than such as, by any particular circumstances, should 
require the interference of Government, either by mean I of applications 

. from Your Highnessfor authority over your own dependents, or -by 
their representation of improper influence in your servont., which may 
tend to acts of injustice equally contrary to Your Highness's credit to 
admit, as to the Company'. not to remedy. 

These sums are as follows ,-
Head officers or Molazuman Imteazy •• 
Menial servants or Shagerd Pesha, &c. 
Marhrohe or '[osha Khana 
Mier Samanee • 
Rep~irs or Emarutb • 

10,676, 8 0 
16.389 9 0 
19.452 4 6 
1.893 8 12 
4,660 0 0 
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Moharrum Expenses or Ashur Khana 
Privy purse or Kullumdan Khana 
WOlllen's apartments or Mehal Serai 
Salary to Your Highness's son , 
Ukroba or valiable Establisbment • 

, Imteazi or principal officer of Behala • 

Per Mensem 

Per Annum 

150 0 0 
12,000 0 0 

7,707 0 0 
2,000 0 0 
3,327 14 0 

948 0 0 ------
82,344 13 18 

9,88,134 6 16 
, This 8nm being deducted 'rom' the stipend, will leave the sum of per 
mensem 50,988 7 8, two·thirds to be appropriated as follows:-'
Pensions 
Munnee Begum 
Bubboo Begum. 
Mir Sidno 
Saleha Begum. • • • 
Begums. &c., Pensioners on Behala 
Ukroba H uzoor or your relations • • • , 
The SUIUS to be stopped as before mentioned for the 

payment of the Debt. 

12,000 0 0 
8.000 0 0 
4,000 0 0 

'1,000 0 0 
1,782 0 0 
5,917 0 0 

18,000 0 0 

Per Mensem 50,699 0 0 
which sums are to be under the management and control of Mr. Harring
ton; of the stipend there still remains a small sum, which, as appertain
ing to no particular department, Your Highness will dispose of as you 
may think proper, being 289 7 8 ~ per mell6em. 

Your Highness will bave observed tbat, of tbe 18.000 Rupees to be 
stopped from the monthly divisions of the stipend, part is to be applied 
to the Fund for the discharge of the debts. aDd part for the disburse
ments of Your Highness's Family, as more fully explained in the account 
accompanying. As there will be a necessIty, during the period in whiCh 
this sum is to accumulate, for sundry disbursements to be made for the 
exigencies for your Family, and which are of a nature that the internal 
disposal cannot be regulated but by yourself, ! have tlirer:ted that tke 
part of the stoppage, which is intended for this purpose, be also left to 
Your Highness'8 disposal, which by the account you find to be 1,000 
Rupees per mensem for the first year, 2,000 Rupees per mensem for the 
second year and so on, increasing 1.000 Rupees every year for the first 
nine years, and decreasing in that proportiou from the Fund appropriated 
to the discharge of the debts. Upon this subject I have to observe to 
Your Highness that as !lour _al 8tipend and the amount of your 

,debts will' not admit of a large proportion for the purposes of your 
Family. the stlictest economy will be necessary, and particularly as tke 
Compan!l /01' 'Various reas0718 will not kaJIJe'it in their power to consider 
of any further provision for this object. 

WISMng to relieve Your Highness/rom the burlktm "'Pon !lour stipend, 
of several ptmBiona whick haJIJe been added to tl.e list/rom causes arising 
witk the ancestor8 Qf those who at present enjO!J tkem, I recommend 
that Your Hirfonesa shall continue tkem tluring tke life Qftke present iIJ~ 
cumbenta, and, that at their death !Iou will determine wketl.er they 8ha~l 
be cOIJtinued, as at present paid to tke heir, Qf the deceased, 01' onl!l on 
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PalT't.. In case of any death, I advise YOIl to communicate such circum
stance to the gentleman who may fill the olllce of Paymaster of thp. NizRIDut 
stipends and inform him whether the pension paid to the deceased is to 
continue or not. Should Y 0fM' Highnes8 be pleased to withdraw it alto
gether or in part, whatever is 'llJithdra11J1l I recommend YON to add one
half thereof to the Tosha Khana Department, and the other half to the 
fund for the payment of yoUI' debts. 

The pensions here alluded to are as follows:-
Behala (variable establishment). • • •. 3,327 14 0 
lwteazi. or principal officers on the Behala . • 948 0 0 

4,271'> 14 0 
Your Highness must be sensible that by a saving in this respect an 

increase may be added to the Fund lor the payment of your debts, and 
even if the whole so withdrawn be applied to this purpose, the incum
brances will be sooner removed. and I expect from Your Highness's con
fidence in my wiahfOl' your welfare that you will be particularly careful 
in communicating any .demise of the present pensioners as auove 
requested. 

For further particulars, I beg to refer Your Highness to Mr. Harrington, 
who is furnished with a copy of the plan as proposed by Mr. Ive •• in 
order that he may converse with Your Highness more fully on the parti
culars of the several establishments which have come Illlder my clln,ulera
tion, as presented by Mr. !ves. Mr. Harrington has my positive instruc
tions to explain any particulars to Your Highness; to aosilt )'OU in the 
adjustment of the plan for the discharge of the incum brances on yOlVl' 
sircalT', and to arrange your household affairs according to the sentiment. 
here laid down on any intimation from YOUI' Highnes8 of a want of hill 
assistance. 

I have already experienced YOIVI' Highness's confidence in my regard 
for you by yOfM' ready compliance with BUCh matters as I have had occa
sion to recommend to gour notice, aDd upon this ground I have no Douht 
bntwhat IhavN'ecommended will meet with an equally cheerful and ready 
acquiescence. You must be sensible that by the mode I lIavefrom purlJ 
motive8 of friendship urged to yOUI' notice, when 8Uperintended by YOlVl'
fJelf with care and economy, and when rigidly adhered to,yOfM' reputation 
and dignity will increase in theeye8 of the world, and yourself and depen
dants will live happily and with comfort. Relying, therefore, on your 
cheerfulness to accede to my advice, I shall conclude with wi8hing that 
your own discretion will add to the advice of your best friends, and that 
henceforward the self-interested 18Ug.'1eationa of evil~lIinried men will have 
DO weight in preventing you from rigidly adhering to the onlY8!Jstem by 
which you can ever 8ecure the happine8s and respect which the Company 
and myself 8incerely wish you 8hould enjoy. 

NIZAMOT FAMILY FUND. 

To J. E. IlARRINGTON, ESQ., Paymaster of Nuamut Stipends, 
at Moorskedabad. 

Sir, 
Having taken into consideration the plan proposed by Mr. !vee, in 



·consequence of our instructions to him in June 1787, we have thought 
proper to adopt the following Resolutions concerning the Nizamut of 
Moorshedabad. 

1st. To prlJ'Vide a Fund, for the payment of the debts due by His 
Highness, the Nawab Mobaruck·ul·Dowlah, out of the stipend allowed 
to him by the Company. 

2nd. To provide a Fund for the maintenance of a future increasing 
Family OIJt of the stipend allowed to the Nawab by the Comp .. ny. 

3rd. To leave the Nawab master over his affairs and his stipend, 
as shall be here .. fter more fully explained. 

4t,h. To provide a maintenance for his eldest son. 
5th. To regulate the several Department.s of the Nizamut under 

separate heads, according to which the stipend allowed to His High-
ness by t.he Company is to be hereafter appropriated. . 
. The followiug particulars are communicated to you for your guidance, 
and a copy of Mr. !ves's report and its Appendix is transmitted to you 
for your immediate inform .. tion. 

You will endeavOIJr to impress FIJI Hi."hness with the sincere desire 
of the Oompany to extricate him from difficulties and incumbrances, 
which .. re a check upon His Highness and tend to diminish the respect 
of the Nizamut; ,and you will.observe to him that in consequence of 
this wish, they have come tQ a determination to make themselves in 
some degree responsible for the disch .. rge of his debts, deducting a 
'certain montlily 8um for that purpose. -

The amount of these debts are computed by Mr. Ivas at Rupees 
. 22,86,666·12·3, as set forth in the Appendix to his report, (No. 15), 

and consist of arrears to his servants and other dependents on the 
Nizamut, as well as money borrowed at different times. 

The following measures are to be adopted for the disch .. rge of this 
sum. Y OIJ will set apart the swm of 18,000 Rupees per month from 
the stipend; you will communicate to the Nawab that the Board, con-, 
sidering him in all matters concerning his own debts as the acting per
son, recommend to him to issue the Proclamation, a draft of which is 
herewith sent you in English and Persian, to call upon all his creditors 
of every description to deliver in their demands within the period 
limited in the Proclamation, and at the expiration of that period, you 
will, in conjunction with t.he Nawab, or any of his officers, form a 
kistbundy, or account' of instalments, having first ascertained the 
amount of the debts, in doing which you are to attend to the 
instructions "given to Mr. I ves on the subject; ·and having submitted 
to the notice of the creditors, ,the security held out to them, by Govern
ment becoming in a manner responsible for the payment of them, (a 
security they never have hitherto experienced), and pointing out to 
them the certainty that they will be paid, propose to them the re
linquishment of interest upon their demands from the day of suoh ad
justment, and to offer to them immediate payment, in proportion to 
their consent to compound for one half, one third &0. of their original 
debt-you will, however, observe that the debt due to J uggat Seat, 
being Rupees 5,25,000 is first to be provided for, in monthly instalments 
of Rupees 8,750, the remainder after the appropriat~on of .. pa;t to be 
aUoted to the payment of the other debts, accordmg to thelr com
promise first and' next 4coording to priority of debts. But as t~ state 
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of tM(Jompa"!l'a FintmCes does not at present admit of any deviation 
from the Regulation of Government relative to the payment of salaries 
or other allowances exceeding 1000 Rupees per mensem, in certificates, 
all instalments exceeding that sum will be paid half in ca.eh and half in 
certificates, and you will transmit to the Accountant-General a copy 
of the kiotbundy for hie guidance in issuing the certificates for these 
Jlurposes. , 

So long a period having elapsed since Mr. Ives communicated his 
plan to the .consideration of Government, the debts will probably have 
increased, at least, if not in the principal, in the amount of interest on 
it. The stoppages are, therefore, to continue until the whole be dis
charged. But as it appears, by the Nawab's own representations, that 
tM Debt has diminisMd, the period for the continuation of the stop
page e&n only be considered an estimated period, and as far as con
cerns the fund for the dischage of the debts, will continue, until thpy 
be paid, and thatdor the Nawab's Family will remain, as hereafter 
more fully laid down. 

It having been resolved that a fund 8hall be provUJed from tM 
stipend allowed to tM Nizamut for the maintenance of a future in
creasing family, the accompanying Paper, No.2, transmitted to you, 
that you may observe that the whole amount set apart from the stipend, 
viz.. 18,000 rupees, is not for the Debt alone, but intended for both 
purposes, according to the terms laid down in it, but of the 18,000 
rupees stopped monthly, 1,000 rupees per month is to be allotted for 
this Fund for the first year, 2,000 rupees per mensem for the second, 
and so on. An increase of 1,000 rupees per mensem to the Family 
Fund, and a decrease of 1,000 rupees per mensem from the discharge 
of the debts for the first nine years, when the sums, for the two pur
poses, so stopped from tM atipend, will be equal. 

As there will be a necessity, during tM aOooe 8tated period of 
eighteen year8, for sundry disbursements to be made from the Family 
Fund, for the purposes of its institution, you will inform the Nawab that 
Government have determined that the sum directed to be stopped and 
appropriated to th.",urposes of this Fund as above described, remain 
under the name of an increasing Fund to defray the expenses of an 
increasing family, that it be, among the other amounts paid to His 
Highness, left to his own disp08al, and that we conceive His Highness 
can have henceforward no cause to request the attention of the Com
pany to his large family, as a provision fop them increases in propor
tion. We enclose you, also, No.4, those parts of the Articles pro
posed by Mr. Ives, which relate to tbe better carrying into effect the 
plan for payment of the debts. and we direct that you 8hall use t!1Jerg 
argument in your power 10 persuade His Highne88 to adopt them. 
They probably may be objected to by His Highnes8 on the idea of an 
interference of a Conrt of J notice in His Highness' affairs; but the 
smallest reflection will fully point out to him that this interference is 
confined to the cases mentioned. and cannot have any tendency to 
depreciate the respect due to the Nizamut, which can be in no wuy 
effected, since the ca.ees referred to are between individuals, alid have 
no ('.onnection with the NizBmut itself. 

You will explain to His Highness the tendency ofthe plan now laid 
down for th'J discharge of hie debts, and for establishing a Fund for • 
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future increasing family; and inform him that l;s to;sl, tluJt tM n,," 
to be alloted for the latter purpose should be a fixed sum instead of an 
increasing _, would be incompatible with the important objection 
ill view; since the proportion of the amount.' t.o be assigned for this 
purpose can only be regulated by the casual calls for it, and should be 
comparative with the urgenoy for the discharge of his debts, for which 
purpose tIle period is already very distant. 

In regard to the reducttons proposed by this plan, should His 
Higlmes. make any objection to them, you will inform him that we 
la.,e materially considered Oil tM propriety '!f making redlWtio .... 
from tM salaria of pen.tiotters, ~., dependent on the Nizamut 
Establishment. and also in what proportion such reductions should 
be made upon the Nawab and his funuly, and upon the pensioners. 
~., and are of opinion. that so far as they may regard his own 
receipts. rtlspect for ".. own CrtId,t and digll,ty oog"t to be all Mgu
"",lit mOrt! po-iful ill favour '!f tM preseNt tnea8tlre. than any other 
we could use, and a moment's redection will point out to him, ,,,at 
l;s debt. paid, tloese reductio,., will be discolitillUetl, alld "6 toill 
securel;sfuU amoallt at tM elld of tM period proposed for tMs. 
pUrpOSBS; and with respect to the proportion of the reduction. which 
will fall on tIle pensioners, ~., not only precedent, where relief to 
the Nnwab and his family has been the object in view, justifies it, 
but !Ivery consideration of respect for him. from whose kindness they 
enjoy subsistence. every sentintent of the claints by which they enjoy 
it, whiclt lD many have arisen from the service and attachment of 
their ancestors, from ties of consanguinity and from means of private 
interests. and. above all, that, as many of them have demands on 
part of the heavy debt due from the Nizamut, t". sacrifice of a small 
BUm from a pell8io,., to"'"". let tloeir claims be 10toelJer just, it ;s 
still at tloe Optioll of H;s Hig""ess to toit4drato, prevent its being 
considered an injustice. or even a hardship, when it is to furnish a 
resource for the payment of an amount they are entitled to; and still 
less so when the diJferent callings which many of them follow, and 
tlle many otller means of subsistence which several of them enjoy, 
come to be considered; all contribute to confirm the propriety of 
making them.' _ 

We be apprOfJed 'of tM.tflm allotted by Mr. Ives as a salary for 
His Highness' eldest son, naDlely, 2.000 rupees per mensem. &ould 
H;s H;g"lI&s COlitillUtl m:r objectiOll to th" poi lit, as he made it to 
Mr. I ves, you will inform hint that, as long as the present system of 
affection and duty subsista between the futher and son, the amoo..t 
toill be entrusted to H .. Highness' d"p08al. aud this appears only a 
nominal separation from other sums appropriated for His Excellency'd 
own disbursement, and that only an absolute necessity wluch Govern
ment will, when occasion may require, determine, will it be separate,l 
from ltim. 

In regard to the salary allowed to His Highness's son-in-law, Mirz& 
Xuleel, viz.. 1000 Rs. per mensem, we conceive it quite sufficient 
while he holds the office of Dewan, to which the salary of 2.500 Rs. 
per mensem is aflixed, and in the event of his not holding tha.t offi~, 
nlly addition to his salary of 1000 Rs. per men.em muat rest With Hla 
Higlmesa. 



We enclose for your guidance (No.1) an account showing the several 
monthly sums disbursed in the Nizamut, with the reductions to be 
made from them, and ref~r you for particulars to Mr. I ves' report and 
appendix, and to No 3 being the present appropriation of the stipend 
allowed by the ,Company to the support of the Nizamut of Moorshe· 
dabad, in which you will observe that there is the provision of 1800 
Rupees per mensem for the purposes above explained. 

Having already informed you that we wish that the N awab Mobaruk· 
ud·Dowlah should be considered in all matters concerning his own 
'debts as the acting person, and determining also, "P0n the same 
principle upon which Government left !£is Highness the free choice of 
his own IJeu'an (when although they insisted on the dismission of 
R",jah Sunder Sil)g, they urged nothing further than that the choice 
o'f his successor should fall 'on a man of good character) to contribute 
towrvrds His Highness' satisfaction in a wish ke has expressed to be tke 
uncontrolled master of tke stipend allowed kim by the Compan"" as 
much as may be consistent with our conviction that tke good intention 
cif tke Company towrvrds kim cannot he frust'l'ated, and ia order to 
assill'e him that the preservation of his dignity has formed a material 
part of our consideratiol) in digesting the plan proposed by Mr. Ivcs, 
we have resolved that a certain sum of the stipend shall be left to his 
own management as mentioned in the 3rd resolution before writt.en. 

The wholestipend, viz., 16,00,000 Rupees per annum or 1,33,333·5·6 
per mensem, may be considered as divided, in the future appropria· 
tion of it, into two heads. • 

The first. being the sum to be actually disbursed for the use of the 
Nizamut amounting per mensem to Rupees 1.15,333·5·61, 

The second being the sum stopped for the uses before defined, 
amounting to 18,000 Rupees per mensem. 

The first of the sums is comprised fram articles exhibited in ac-
count. 

No 1. Rupees 1,13,043-13-10 
The salary for \l>e eldest son 2000-0-0 
Surplus sum. Rupees 289-7-RJ. , 

and contains among other articles the pensions allowed to the M unnee 
Begnm 25,000 Rupees per mensem. This ,lllBt amonnt deducted 
leave8 90,333-5-6~ Rupee8 which i8 the 8um we have determined ""all 
be lift to HiB Highne8s' "."nagement, u1ZCont'l'olled in the disbur8ement 
of its part, except as far as it shall be subject to a correspondence with 
the Governor-Gcneral. on any intimation, or representation, of any 
deficiency in the due discharge of the allowances and salaries which 
this sum ,include. ; but as some of the pensioners may hereafter have 
cause to complain, and those, perhaps. persons whose claims to tho 
pension rest upon ground. which, while Government think proper to 
give their opinion that they ought to continue, will fully authorize, 
indeed call upon Government to see paid with regularity, gou will 
therifore inform Hi" Hi.'1hne88 that tke pen.ion. (included in part of 
the Behalah, being the first part of No 3 in the Appendix to Mr. Ives' 
plan,) amounting to 1782 Rupee., and the pen.ioM to the Nawab'. 
relatioM, (being No.1 of the same Appendix,) amounting to 5,917 
Rupee8, malcing in tke ,,·ho[e 7699 Rupee •• are to be paid hy !IOU, .0 
that the aum to be at HiB Highne88·. uncontrolled manaoement, but 



subject te the correspondenoe of the Governor-General, will be 
82,634-4-6-6~. 

Upon the second sum you have already received full instructions, 
and it requires at present no further remark. 

Having thus given you full and explicit instructions in what manner 
the intentioM qf Government are to be executed, as far as concern.B 
the fot..,.e appropriation qf the stipend allowed by the Oompany for 
the support qfthe Nizamut, and having enclosed such account and 
statements as can tend te your more perfect comprehension of these In
structions. }Ve have only te direct that you will urge te His Highness 
the necessity that, fr9m the state of his affairs, exists for the most 
frugul management of those sums which Government have left te his 
own aut40rit.y, not doubt.ing but he will find the amount fully sufficient 
for all necessary disbursements. and even for others which the custems 
of the country, and his own wish to follow thein, may induce him te 
make. You will also remind him that he has a large family te sup
port, and that it is incumbent on him,to devise means te render the 
Fund we have suggested in the above Instructions benefi('ial te them, 
by increasing it, when it may be in his power, froIn the abolition of 
such pensions as may be at his disposal by the demise of the present 
incumbents. We have considered that the numerous dependants on 
the Nizamut who receive pensions from causes which arose with their 
ancesters, from a heavy weight on the establishment. by being con
ceived as much due te the heirs and descendants of those to whom 
they were first granted, as to themselves; and urioa mature deliber .. -
tion on the subject, we have determined te divide them . into two 
heads, the .forst coMisting qf the relations and descendants qf former 
Soubaks whose pensiOM cannot cOIMiatently with the dictates qf affec-, 
tion, or with the just sentiments qf'tke ties qf relationship, be changed 
from tke present 8!Jstem qf hereditaty continuance; but the second is 
formed of pensions te people who cannot, whatever claims their 
ancestors m .. y have had, be considered te have any themselves, OT at 
least not of sufficient justice te descend te . their heirs. Tke pensions, 
therefore, to tke relations and descendants qf tke former Soubaks, and 
te those of His Highness Mobaruck-ud-Dowlah, amounting to, as ap
pears by Mr. Ives's Report, 

No.1 te 
" 3 te 

Rs.6,917 
" 1,782 

Re.7,699 

shall be considered hereditaty, and descend to their heirs. Those to 
servants, &c .• shall be continued te the present incumbents, and on 
their demise it shall rest with His Highness to continue th",n in toto 
or in part te their heirs. But at the same time, in order te prevent 
the misappropriation, of the sums that His Highness will have the dis
posal of at the demise of the present possessors, you will, on commu
nicating this part of the plan to His Highness, request he will notify 
te the Paymaster of the Nizamut Stipends, such deaths as may OCCUT. 

and. wkether ke wishes tke heira qf tke deceased to luwe tke whole or 
a,,!/ pari qf tlee pension enjoyed by the deceased; and, in order further 
to induce him further to communicate such occurren~e, you will point 
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out to him the benefit intended by Government in leaving to himself 
the removal or continuance of a burthen on his stipend. and that the 
wish of G-overnment is that 8U1!h pensions, 0 .. parts of them, as mag, 
by his own determination, be unappropriated on the demise of the pre
sent incumbents, be one-half added ·to His Tosha Khana, and tke 
other to tke Funds jor the discharge of his debts. These sums, 
thu~ subject to his determination, appear by Mr. !ves's Report to 
be:-

No.4 to Rs.3,327 
" S to . " 948 

Per mensem Rs. 4,275 
The accompanying account, No.5, will more fully elucidate the 

future distribution of the Stipends, as it states the appropriation of it 
in such parts as are subject to His Highness' management, including 
tho.e li"ble to exchange on the demise of the present incumbents with 
those declared hereditary, ~nd the amount totally independent of His 
Highness. ' 

The enclosed letter from the Governor-General to the N awab 
Mobaruck-ud-Dowla, is forwarded to you, that you may deliver it on 
communicating these Instructions to him, and we trust that His High
ness will not only discern tke attention of G-overnment to whatever 
affects his happiness and dignity, but add his exertions to yours to 

, carry into execution a plan for his relief from heavy incumbrances, for 
the support of his own dignity and the respect of the Nizamut, and 
for the maintenance of an increasing family. 

. • Weare, Sir. 
Your most obedient humble servants, 
(Signed) CORNWALLIS, 

" C. S'rUART, 

" 
PETER SPEKE. 

Fort William, 30t1~ Sept:ember, 1790. 

Though the proposals made by Lord Cornwallis 
are at variance with social etiquette, under which people 
of every description are allowed to diHburse their own 
stipends whether for their own benefit or for the members 
of their family, yet as the object of them is clearly set 
forth, the good intentions of t,he Government might have 

been supported if the premises had been correct, that 
mteen lacs was the full amount of the Nizamut Annuity 
assigned by the Agreement of 1770, or that the Company 
had any right to interfere with the per80nal allowance of 
the Nawab, but as the Nizamut ha~ ..already been illegally 
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deprived of the State Allowances, or nearly half its 
annuity, all the claims alluded to ought in justice to 
have been paid out of the money withheld by t1le 

Company, and no ° new measures ought to have been 
framed until all the arrears of the annuity had been 
paid away to meet the liabilities unavoidably incuT'l"8d in 

conseg'U6nC8 of the C'Urtail'ment of it. _ 
It will be further observable from a perusal of the 

letter to the Paymaster of the N~zamut Stipend~, (which 
contains the five Resolutions adopted) that besides paying 
the Nawah's debts, a large reserve ftind was set aside 
for future e:dgencies, and also for providing incomes for 
his eldest son and other members of his family, and tbe 

NawrW was left entirely his own'master over ,his affairs and 

Civil List, in accordance with his request under the Agree
ment of 1'7'70. Again from the body of the same letter it 
may also be noticed that the choice of his Dewan was 

altogether tJested .in His Highness without Cl)ntrol; that 

certain stipends paid from his an~uity °were declared here

ditary; and that other ,stipends were to revert to His High,;. 

tw8S in part on the decease of the ho'ld.erl, or altogether when 

his debts were paid; but none of the suggestions for in
creasing the comfort and independence of His Higbness 
were acted up to, and t~e future proceedings of the 
Government of India were invariably directed to further 
curtailment of the moiety of the annuity paid to the 
Nizamut. 

The interests of the Nizamut which the Company had 
bound themselves by' solemn engagements to ,protect 
and respect were thus set aside, and this act of ,injustice 
gave birth to ail the unjust measures that have since 
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been introduced, bywhich the Civil List, which should have 
been paid to all succeeding Nawabs Nazim has been 
gradually reduced, and consequently their social as well 
as political status has been lowered-notwithstanding 

their numerous and earnest appeals to the Government of 
India for justice. 

We now turn to the consideration of the relations 
between the Government of India and the Nawabs Nazim, 
who have succeeded to the throne as "Soubahdars of the 
three Provinces of Bengal, Behar, and Oril!sa," since the 
time of Nawab Mobaruck-ul-dowlah, under the last 
Treaty ,of 1770, and of whom history does not give us 
any account, because they had ceded all, their power to 

the East India Company for certain' considerations, and 
though Princes of the Blood Royal, could only thereafter 
be looked upon as Titled Annuitants, having no voice 
in the Executive Administration of the country. 

After the dea.th· 'of Nawab Mobaruck-ul-dowlah, his 

son; Nawab Bubber Jung, was, according to established 
custom, prodaim~d Nazim and SOllba.bdar of the three 
Provinces, under the style and title of Nasil'-ul-Moolk, 
Aiz-ul-Dowlah, Syud Bubber Ali Khan Bahadur, Delair 
Jung~ and received from the Governor-General, Marquis 
Wellesley, the following assurance of faithful attachment, 
&c.::-

Extract from Translatioo of Persian Letter. 

From the MARQUIS OF WELLESLEY to the cr Pillar of 
Stale and Defender of the Realm," AZOOD DOWLA NASIR

uL-MoLK, my good brother SYUD BUBBER ALL KHAN BEHA

DOOR, 8wrnamed DELAIR JUNG. 

Your Highness may he 88sured that this friend has Your welfaro at 
heart, and will be ready at all time. and happy to exert hi. utmost to 
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promote the peace and comfort of the Nizamut, and to matlltailt tla" 
splendour and uplaold tlae '"ter68ts uf Tou,. Eil:alted Court, and 
wit.h this object this friendly communication has been framed. 

(Signed) WXLLBSLBY. 

Soon after the accession of Nawab Bubber Jung (or 
Delair Jung), a. Special Committee was again appointed 
to inquire .into the pecuniary difficulties of the Nizamut, 
to relieve which Lord Cornwallis llad adopted certain 
measures before alluded to, and which had ,in the first 
instance been brought about by the redur-tion of the allow
ance stipulated for in the Treaty and Agreement of 1770. 
This Committee acting in concert with Her Highness 
J\funnee Begum (who was then well advanced in years) 
suggested, that on the death of that Princess, the 
Nizamut Annuity should be further reduced by appro
priating . her annual allowance of Rupees 1,44,000 
(£14,400)-which would otherwise have reverted to the 
Nawabs Nazim as the heirs-at-law-ror the payment of 
the Nizamut Debts, building expenses, &C. The cost of 

buildings, &c., had up to that time been paid, under 
the provisions of the Firmaun of the Emperor of 
Delhi, by the Govern~ent. 

In the instructions issued to the Nizamut Committee, 
appointed under the orders of Government of 24th 

December, 1801, for the purpos~_ of devising measures to 
meet the various objects of immediate and future exi

gencies, connected with the appropriation and manage~ 
ment of the Funds of the' Nizamut, the Committee, 
a mong other measures of reform, was requested to pro
vide a surplus Fund for the repairs of the Palace and 
Imambarrah, and to meet contingencies; and the following 
extract from those instructions will show that' the 
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attention of the Committee was specially directed to th~ 
source from which such a Fund could be established. 

" The pension of 12,000 Rs. per mensem, at present assigned to the 
" Munnee Begum, may also be considered as a future additional re
" source when the pension 8hall l01'8e into the Funds of the Nizamnt 
.. by the BeglVtn' 8 decease, and may be .brought into the calculation 
" of the Funds to be provided for the more distant exigencies of the 
" family and of the Nizamut." 

.. His Lordship is led to consider this arrangement to be particularly 
" expedient by adverting to the necessity of providing for the future 
c, management of the affairs of the Nizamut, on the decease of the 
" Begnm, which may be expected to occur in the course of a few 
" year~." 

And in the Report of the N~zamut Committee, whicb 
was submitted to Government on tbe 9tb November, 
1802, and recorded in 1806, the Committee observed as 
follows, in regard io the Fund proposed to be provided 
for the purposes above set fortb. 

" The su~ceeding clause of our instructions refel'll to establishing a 
.. Fund for the gradual repayment ofthe sums which will be advanced 
"by Government for repairing and rebuilding the Palace, and in 
c, Paragraph 10th we were advised to expect information on this sub. 
" ject from our President. 

"Mr. Pattie has informed, us, that up to this time no progress 
" whatever has been made in the object in question, nor, has any plan 
" or estimate bee,. prepared, but that from information lately received, 
" he expects some Engineer Officer will shortly be appointed to take 
"the necessary steps for putting this matter in train of arrange
" mente 

•• The object, therefore, appears remote, and not such as presses 
" for immediate determination. The Committee are, besides, well 
c, satisfied on a summary but general view of .their means and of the 
"calls thereon, that, fr.om the preaent stipend not the smallest reo 
" source can remain for this head of expenditure, if others which are 
" immediately pressing are to be provided for, and a Fund set apart 
" for the liquidation of the Nawab's debts within a moderate term of 
"years. He, therefore, respectfully submits, that, considering this 
" as a distant claim, we should be permitted to meet it with a remote 
" resource, without suffering it, unnecessarily, to interrupt the course 
" of present arrangements. It occurs, therefore, that on a general 
.. principle, the Pension at pre8ent enjoyed by the M"tmee BeglVtn, 
• C Rs. 12,000 per mensem, i8, that which, of all othera, appears moat 
" proper to be taken into caktllation as an article ojreaource after her 
" demise, for the gradual repayment oj GOl1ernment advancea for 
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.. building a Palat!6. The evel}tis stated to be expected to occur in 

.. the course of a few years, and we have been induced, in this place, 
" to take up and reply to the 8th and 22nd Paragro.phs of our instruc-
• tions. which appear to involve a question of some delicacy and 

reference to an object whioh does not offer any immediate available 
resource, and is further of a nature, which rejects the IIBsumption 
of any definite period for its being brought int.o IU:"tion, still, &8 it 
is but too evident that tMre is a toid6 disproportiort bet"",,,,, the . 
Upe1l$es'cifthe Nuamut artd its resources, we have every reluctance 
to throw this article entirely out of th" question, although, for the 
sake of clearness and perspicuity, we are disposed td keep it thus 
distinct and separate, the general subjects which are incorpora~d in 
the detailed account forming part of this report .. 

This economical' suggestion, bowever, did not come 
into action until after the death of Munnee Begum, in 
1813, and during tbe Soubabship of Nawab Zyri.-oo-deen 
(or Ali Jah) , who on the death of bis father; Nawab 
Ruhber Jung succeeded to the throne under the style and 
title of Shoojah-ul-;Moolk, Mobaruck-ul-dowlah, Ali Jab. 
Syud Zyn-oo.deen, Ali Khan Bahadur, Feroze Jung, 
and who on his accession received the following assurance 
from the. Governor-General, Lord Minto, and accepted 
thEi same as an additional sacred pledge of perpetual 
friendship between the East India Company and the 

successors. of Nawab Meer Jamer Ali Khan:-

From LORD MINTO to NAWAB NAZIlII ZYNUDEEN ALI 

KHAN. dated 26th, May, 1810. 

Mr. Richard Roche, in charge of Nizamut affairs, nas received in
struotions to attend at the Musnud of the t>oobahdaree, in the Court of 
that friend, on the part of this Government, to invest Your Highness 
with the Soobohdaree of the three Soobahs aforesaid, and publicly to 
proclaim the auspicious event to the people.1 and in concert with Your 
Highness to fix a day for the ceremony. 

The Btipend fized on the acceSSiOfO ·of rou,. a .. gust Fatker, by the 
Honourable ElUlt Iudia Compa.nv, will be continued to Yo~r Highness 
without any difference; .. amel!l--tke altnual aUo'lllance.cif sr.:r~n Lak~ 
cif R"pee8· witt be conUrtued to Your Highness in monthly ISsues &8 

usual; in the mode alr,adg presl!t"ibed, or. that rou,. Highness ma!1 
comid<!r t!rpedien' Al!Jreaj'ter to ~~g~ irt conjunctiort. witA t~ Mem
bet'8 cif th", GovernmeMt for the dIstribution of the pensIons smtably to 

III 



the circuDlstances of the dependents of the Nizamut, aud also for the 
liquidation of the debts of the Nizamut, the burden of the responsibility 
whereof has now naturally devolved on Your Highness. 

A. bove all, be assured that this person will at all times aud in all 
junctures, to the utmost of his power and the best of his ability, proffer 
his best counsel and exert his most friendly aid in /lUpporting tke rank 
and dignity, and promoting tke ease, comfort, happine#, and welfare 
of that esteemed friend and all his family. 

A.nd that friend may be assured that the friendship aud regard this 
Government showed his honored father will, without any difference, 
be freely and willingly transferred to Himself, and that all the honour., 
consideration, and respect due to· tke ezalted station of th. family 
whereof Your Highness is now the HEAD and Source of diguity, will be 
kept in view and observed towards that friend. 

On other points I would refer You to the Gentleman above mentioued, 
Mr. Roche, in whose worth and ability I have entire confidence, and 
-favoured by whom You will ever receive renewed proofs of regard and 
attachment to Yourself and family, and the interest I feel in their wel
fare. I hope that considering this person a real ft'iend and well-wisher. 
You will ever gratify him with letters of Your health and prosperity. 
What can I 8ay more? 

(Signed) MUlTO. 

But in 1813, after the death of Munnee Begum, the 
suggestion of the Select Committee· of 1802 was put 

into operation by the Governor-General, and the Nawab 
began to see the true intent and object of the Govern
ment of India, and the hopelessness of extricating 
the Nizamu~ from debt, so long as that Government 
determined to carry out the Policy which had been 
instituted ostensibly for the purpose of releasing the 
family from pecuniary difficulties, but which was 
really producing the opposite result; for the Funds Bet 

apart for paying Nizarnut debts and building expenBBB were 

diverted iinto another channel, and His Highness the Nawab 
was not only compelled to abandon his right as heir-at.law 

to the future annua.l allowance (,£14,400) of Munnee Be
gum, which ought to have reverted to him after Her High
ness's death, but waS also deprived oC other privu.te 
prop~rty oC enormous value and monies amounting to up-
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wards of ,;£20,000, which were found in H~r Highn~sB'B 
Palace after her decease, and authoritatively ta!ren 

possession .of by the Government officials, notwithstanding 

the remonstrances of His Highness, and the wishes of 
the Governor ,General, expressed, in the instructions 

furnished to ,Mr. Monckton, wherein while ascertaining 
the' available assets appertaining to the Nizamut that 

might be set apart for the purposes ot the new appoint. 
, meut he was guard~d against depriving His Highness of 

th~ private property of the deceasEld Begum to which 
he was the legitimate heir. 

In thus curtailing the Nizamut Annuity by coercion, 

the East India Company exercised might against right, 
openly violating their Agreement under the Flrmaun of the 

Emperor of Delhi, "to provide for the expenses of the 

;Nizamut," besides departing from the solemn obligations 

expressed in the Sacred T~eaty of 1770. By the first act 
of curtailmen~ alone they had even (luring the lifetime of 

Naw~b Mobaruck-ul.dowlah deprived the Nizamut of 

nearly half a million pOllDds sterling, (irrespective of the 

. Fund set apart by Lord Cornwallis) which with many 

other monies pertaining to ·the family, has never been 

a:ccounted for to the Nawabs who have patiently

borne all the oppression and injustice that has been 

inflicted upon them, and have returned good for evil, 

by ever continuing faithful and loyal adherents of the 

British cause, even in times of temptation, trouble, and 

danger.' 
The continued pressure put upon the Nawabs by the 

Government of India, as before stated, began to tell to 
their prejudice, and in 1816 the Government accounts 

E 2 
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of the Nizamut got into such inextricable confusion, 

that, Mr. Edmonstone, Foreign Secretary to the Govern
ment, proposed a minute for introducing a new system 
of management into the Financial Depa.rtment of the 
Nizamut, by the establishment of the Nizamut Agency 
Fund, and by diverting the accumulations of Munnee Be
gum's Stipend from their intended object, which the Nawab 

was in a manner forced to give his reluctant assent to. 
This Fund was established for the payment of the 

Salaries of the Governor-General's Agents at Moorsheda, 
ba.d and of their Office' Establishments. On the proceed
ings of' Poll. Corr., 23rd July, 1816, No. 118, will be 
found a minnte with rega.rd to the Seniot 'Judge of the 

Court of Appeal at Moorshedabad, who, ex-officio, held 
the si~ua.tion of Superintendent of Nizamut affairs: 

.. The impracticability of disch&l'ging the duties of both situations, 
"more especially under the exigent demand for a change of system and 
" an augmented degree of superintendence in the Department of the 
c, Nizamut, must be sufficiently apparent, If any practical proof were 
.. required of the eTil and inconvenience of the existing system with 
" respect to the concerns of the Judicial branch, I might refer to the 
"frequent occas.nsto which the Senior Judge has founded an Bpplies
"tion. to be relieved from a Circuit on the exigencies, of his duties in 
"·his capacity of Superintendent of Nizamut affairs. 

"In addition to the degree on which analogous objections might 
"oppose the transfer of the duties of Superintendent of Nizamut affairs 
c. to the Collector of the district, or to any other Civil Officers adually 
"attached to the station, would be the relative inferiority of his official 
c'rank and situation. I am indeed fully persuaded, after long and 
c'mature deliberation, that the appointment of a district; officer of high 
.. rank in the Company's service to fulfil (perhaps under a dilferent 
c'designation) the duties of a Superintendent of Nizamut affairs is the 
.. only arrangement calculated to provide efficiently for the objects whieh 
"the preceding diaeuaslon will probably have shown to be objects of 
.. indispensable exigency • 

•• Invested with the dignity of a representative character, Bnd enabled 
c. to devote his time and attention exclusively to the dut.ie. of his situa
.. tion, an officer of that class p088essing the requisite qualifications would, 
.. I am confident, accomplish, at no great distance of time, an eWt'dual 
"reform in the system of the Nizamut. I have no doubt that the 
"arrangement would be followed by reductions to a very considerable 
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"amount, o.rising out of the detection of abuses and impositions, and the 
" nniform operation of a vigilant control, whilst the practice of abuses 
.. and imposition. would be restrained, and the future accumulation of 
" debt would be prevented, and the adjustment of every point connected 
" with the affairs of the Nizamllt, would be expedited and facilitated 

.. As an officer, such as I have deScribed, must; to possess the requisite 
.. efficiency, be held by a servant of high rank and peouliar qualillcatious, 
" the salary of it must also be fixed on a high soale. But, howell" """'
.. liciat ma!l' be all arrangen&enl of 1M. nalure, I .hould nol hove v",,'uT' d 
.. 10 propo.e il at the "harge of Ihe Compan!l It is the practicability of 
"providing for the expense of the proposed establishment, Wilhoul '111-
.. posing a"y bU"lhrn on IhefinanL'e of lhe Company, or divertillga"y oflh~ 
" approprialpd r~.,o .. rce" of tI" Ni""n.ul, that induces me to submit the 
"plau to the consideration of the Board. I am further urged to bring 
.. it forwa.rd at this particula.r t~me, because it appears to me that several 
"of the nnadjusted points, enumerated in the memoranda of the Super
.. intendent, already reverted to, involve questions between the Goveru
"ment and the Nawab of considerable importance in the general 
.. arrangements of t)1e Nizamut, delicate in their nature and diJlrcult of 
"adjustment, and, consequently, requiring the application of a degree 
.. of time and attention on the part of the person to whom the negocia
"tion of these points may be confided, which the Superintendent could 
"not possibly devote to them without injuriously neglecting his capaci
.. ties of Seuior Judge of the Provincia.! Court. 

.. I have already observed, that Ihe .alnry of tAe rwgge.tetl oJlirn 
.. • Aould be "n a high 8cale, and I am of opinion that it Shollid not he 
" less than 36,000 Rnpees per annum exclusive of a sum for honse rent; 
"-and establishment. As the Superintendent of the a.ifairs of the Nizamut; 
"has always been exercised by the Chief Civil Authority of the station, 
.. I am of opinion that it should be classed, in point of sa.lary, 'above the 
.. office of Magistrate; but there are other forcible reasonS for assigning 

, "to it a liberal aJlowance. 
"The Office of the Superintendent, such as is above described, would 

.. be a species of political a.ppointment ,in its nature, distinct from any 
" other, and leading to no highe,. post in the soale of officia.! gradation, 
.. but the pel'Son possessing the requisite rank and qua.lifioation would , 
.. have jnst claim to aspire toll. situation of greater emolument than 
" that of a Magistrate of a city or zillah, and wonld not, therefQre, be 
" contented to remain long on a salary not superior to the salary of the 
"latter officer, especially at a station so expensive as Moo:rshedabad. an.d 
"where he would be obliged to maintain a certain appearance. ThIs 
.. w",.ld occllGion II frequent ch"'IIge oj the person holding the oJlice of 
" Supel'inlendent t which would be II great public in.contJt!nie"c~1 6ecause II 
U very long lime wuuld .tap.e 6efore II perso7&, 9U4lified i" &lAer re&pet:ls • 
.. ('ould /J('con.e QCfjuainted with the elllteMue aJid c07llpliCtlted de'ails of 
U .he Niza.",d, on a full knowledge of whi(·h. A" eJliciency VJ(,uld. of 
.. cour ...... '"elltial/y deprnd, moreover, in a situation like that propo~ed. 
"where ilIicil ad"anlag" would be so a.bundantly held forth to VIew, 
" and might be so securely enjoyed, a liberal salary should, on genera.! 
'U principles, be assigned. It is not perhaps among the ,least of the 
"defects of the present system, that the duties of Superintendent of 
" Nizu.mut o,Jfa.iI'& is ;" performed gratuitously. 
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"-If Ihe 9",,'ion 10 6e decid'd were whelher or n.' co ... ,i.lenl/y wilh 
"P.,61ic Obtignli .... , '",,,ed slipends could he reslored 10 lhe rtlourt·" ., 
.. the State. or, in other words, whether or n.t the C071lpany U h.und per
., fI.ane7llly II) "pply the sun, 0/ Bizleell l(lc., of Rllpee, pt!r annum 10 the 
"Iup"ort and hene/it of the Niza71l"t, some forcible al'guments might, I 
"think, be adduced on both sides. I should feel it to be a question of 
"considerable delicacy and difficulty. and should advise much, caution 
"and mature deliberation in forming a decision upon it. But the actual 
"questJon is whether, or not, funds, which by the death of partJes, for 
"whose personal support they were assigned, are set free, shall not be 
"applied, nol in the augme .. talion of the R." ...... of the COn/pan.I/, but 
"in support of an arrangement, Ih •• scl ... .;'·e ohject of ",hick i. the pr •. ,
"perity and e,,,,, pecuniary I,en.fit of the Nizamul, an object unattainable 
"by any other arrangement. All judgment~ ml18t. I conceive. concur 
"in the same decision of the question. Noindividual is d"privcd by 
.. such an appropriation of It pre-existing right. The party is by death 
" withdrawn from the Fund, and not the Fund from the party. 

" Assuming as a covering sum 42,000 per annum, I have reason to 
" believe that assets jnstly available may be found to that extent The 
" annexed statement, marked D, contains an enumeration and a detailed 
"explanation of assets derived from the stipend of deceased Stipendia
"ries, which apparently constitute an Ilccumulation of Funds to the 
"31st January last, to the amount of upwards of five lakhs of. Rupees, 
" and the accumulation, is, of course, greater up to the present time: 

" Making allowance for the gain which would be obtained by pur. 
"chasing Company's Paper in this market, the sum required complotely 
"to cover monthly payments, amounting to the annual expenditure 
"above suggested, would, however, be little short of seven lakhS" of 
" Rupees. The reservation, during a further period of time, of the 
"sources of accumulation, described and elplained in the statement last 
"referred to, would, of course, create the additional capital necessary 
" to supply the deficiency, but possibly, it 71lay he dee71l,d .qua"!! jual und 
.. co,." ... ient to .u)pt,,! Ihllt deficiency hy the montht,., apprupriation of a BUr 
"fici ... t p.rli ... of the lnp .. d .,ipend.. This might be subjeet of further 
"consideration. In the meantime, if the plan now proposed be thought 
" expedient, measures should, I conceive, be adopted to a.certnin, with 
"accuracy, the extent of the funds actually disposable. If this info.
'" mntion be not at.tainable in the office of the Apcountant-General, it 
" mnot, of course, be sought at Moor.hedabad. The Board will dcter
"mine, whether or not, to suspend the suggested appointment until 
•• this information bo obtained. There is another consideration which 
"may 11.100 effect the period of making the appointment. It will, 
"probably, be deemed proper, out of delicacy and re.pect towards the 
"Nawab. and with reference to the peculiar interest which he has in 
"the arrangement, ~,ptcinll!l Q' n· i,,,,olvl" Ih~ alienatiOfl of Funda. 
" which h. mal( c .... ider a.t nppertaining to 'he Niza71lut, that it .ho .. ld 
" be adopt,d in conc,.rl VIii" hi"l.. 

co I do not mean by this, that the adoption of this plan must ah.o. 
"/u!e/y depe7ld on Iii. c."amt 10 it, but that the arrangement, its motives, 
co objects and expected benefits, should be communicated to His High
.. ness in the first instance, his observations upon it heard and attended 
"to, a}ld hi. ohjection., ij' p08liht., remov.d. 
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" .. ~C any. d~fficulty, or objections, should preclude the prosecution oC 
this prehmmal'y measure' through the agency of the Superintendent 

.. of .NlZa.mut affa~, and the adoption of it should be judged indispen
"sable, a gentleman might be sent. in the first instance, on a special 
"deputation to Moorshedaba:i on the part of the Governor-General; 
.. intimation being given to the Nawab, that he is deputed to confer 
., :with His HigHness on some points of impQ"rtance connected with the 
"mterest of the Nizamut. In that case, it might be conu",i",t to in" .. t 
.. hi". wilh special powers Jor th. adj .... t ...... , of those ".in,. of the Super
"intendent's memoranda which are most urgent, and which ...... t. "e,·e.
.. • aril!l. fO/'m ."bj_ct. 01 .. egoc.alion alld dilt-ussion with His Highness, 
.. founding this delegation ou the superior importance of the concerns 
., to which it relates, and the impracticability of the Senior J ut!ge de
., voting to the discussion and arrangement of them, the requisite por
.. tion of time and attention, consistently with other avocations of his 
"Judicial a.fI'airs, supposing the general objects of the foregoing discue
"sion to meet with the concurrence of the Right Honourable the 
"Governor-General and my colleagues, the Board will determine 
•• whether, on the whole, it be most expedient to adopt any preliminary 
., pro.ceeding of the nature above described, or, at once, to eatablish the 
"proposed appointment." 

The Governor-General in Council fully concurred in 
the sentiments and opinions of Mr. Edmonstone, and 

deputed Mr. Monckton, t~e Persian Secretary to . Govern ... 

~ilDt, to Moorshedabad, upon the special duty of 
conferring with the Nawab Nazim, as to the plan 

proposed by Mr. Edmonstone. The following is an 

extract from the jnstructions given to Mr. Monckton-

.. You will observe that Mr.oEdmonstone in his minute hasrepre
.. sented the total inefficiency of the existing as well as former arrange-

° .. ments, for seouring a due appropriation of the funds allotted for the 
's support of the Nizamut, and has described, generally, the course of 
.. the measures, proper to be pursued, for introducing an improved 
.. system of management into that establishment. 

" l'he specific objects of your deputation may be classed under three 
.. heads. 1st., the accomplishment, by means of negotiation with His ' 
"Highness the Nawab, of the plan of forming a Fund, from the re
"sources of the Nizamut, to defray the personal salary of a Superin
" tendent, and the expense of his establishment; 2nd, the disposal of 
"the Munnee Begum'S p'roperty; and ,3rd, the adjlliltment of all de-
" pending questions. . 

.. With respect to the 1st point, namely, the provision of a fund for 
"the expense of the proposed establishment of an European Superm
.. tendent of the Nizamut I am directed to observe, that Go",",,, .. nl 
.. wuuld consid, .. itself 10 i.. perfecl/y. w .. ,...~ .. ted, under the Nawab's 
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."'eu'gagement, in applying to that purpose a portion of de p.",onal pro. 
"perty of th. late Munnee Begum, but as it is practicable, without 
"having recourse to that, measure, to provide the requisite fund for 
"other objects appertaining to the Nizamut, and as it is an object of 
"considerable importsnce to secure, if possible, the cordial and zealous 
"co-operation of the Nawab in the future reform of the Nizamut, lilt 
" GovtrnQr~G"neral in Cuuncil is di'pfJ,Jtd tu QVllid the adoption of a 
"II,easure u·kich would ;"terfert IU fllRIerially with Hi, Highnt-s89 s per
"Ional tnlere.\I, as tAt' QI'proprintion of a C'onsidt'f'able portion 0/ tht TJro
" Prl·t." to whit,h Hi. Hignnfs. e, ... ,ide" himself to, 6e tlie Aeir, and Ihere
"fore. rather than au/JjFCI Hu Highnes. to Ihat privation, Hi, E,r,·.llfncy 
"in COlmcil hao , .. olved to .upply the fund from 'lVailable a18.'I. al'l',r· 
" lainin8' ttl the Niaat1&ut. 

"YOll will take an early opportunity of ascertaining with accuracy 
" the extent of the funds aotually disposable, and of devising the best 
" means of sUPJillying any deficiency." . 

The following are extracts from Mr. Monckton's Report, 
furnished from Poll'. Corr., 19th October, 1816, No. 58. 
65. 

" On the 24th ultimo I had the honour of paying His Highness a. 
"visit at Fa.rakba.ug, when I opened the subject of my Commission. 

"I said to His Highness, that he was no doubt prepared, by the 
"'Right Honoura.ble the Governor-General's letter, regarding my depue 
"tation, to expect from me communications of considerable imp.ortsnce, 
" and with His Highness' permission I would explain to him the views 
" of Government, stating, at the same time, my persuasion that His 
" Highness would cordiallya.cquiesce in them, not merely from a. regard 
"to his former engagement, but from a. conviction tbat they were 
"essential to theJ'"ture proaperity of the Nizamut, and to the support 
"of His Highness' own dignity a.nd honour. 

" I proceeded to unfold to His Highness the project for the separation 
"of the office of Superintendent of the affairs of the Niza.mut from 
'" the office IIf, Senior Judge of the Provinoial Court of Appeal a.nd 
" Circuit for the Division of Moorshedabad, and for Iht furmatiun of a 
"fund from the rfA"urc", of tM /I'iza",,,1 to defray the plTsonal sala.ry 
" of a. Superintendent, a.nd the expenses of his establishment, prPfacing 
" lhal communication hy a I"U eZpo8itillR of the ",olive~, nl;et'" and Dme
"!it, to 6. t:"peeled from that aN'allgen.ent, as described in Mr. Edmon. 
"stone's minute of the 25th March last. 

" His Highness listened to me with the utmost attention. He seemed 
"fully to admit the existence of the evils and abuses of the present 
"system of the Nizamut, and did not offer a.ny objedions whatever to 
.. the principle of the suggested a.rrangement, for providing for th" dis· 
I< cha.rge of the duties of a Superintendent a.t the expense of the 
I< Nizamut. Hi8 Highnes8, laowetJer, manifeated .ome degree of impa
.. ti8nce to learn MW funds could lJe rai8ed to the great extent of seven 
"lakhs . 

.. Anticipating the aTUJiet!l which His Highness would fcel on this 
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" were actually ave.iJ.able for the purposes of forming the proposed new 
" establishment, and although my information was still imperfect I was 
" enabled to assure His Highness that there are assets appertaining to 
"tha Nizamut nearly, if not entirely, sufficient to form the requisite 
"fund. With a view, however, to demonstrate to the Nawab the con
"sideration of, Govetnment towards His Highness, I observed th"t 
" under His HIghness' engagement, Gotrernrllml would I,. warranled in 
"applying a porlion of Ihe Munnel! Beg-unb TTtaliUre II) the purl'''''' "r. 
"f'Nlling th. fond, but that as the measure would materially affect His 
" Highness' personal interest by imposing, in a manner, on His High
" ness the burthen of the expense, .Government proposed to proviJa 
" the funds, if practicable, from unappropriated assets appertaining to 
"the Nizamut, and that accordingly my anxious endeavours had be~ll 
" direrted to the accomplishment of that object. 

"His Highness received the communication apparently with great 
"satisfaction, and expressed his sense of the consideration shown to 
.. him, with regard to the mode in which the funds were to be SlIP

"plied, in the event of the proposed office being established. I ex
ec plained to His Highness, however, that in computing the assets 
"available for the purpose of forming the fund of seven la.khs, I 
"calculated On certain 8tUn8 being repaid to the Nizamut froo. the 
" HUlmee lJegum' 8 personal proper&fj, observing also, that the repay
" ment of' those sums was entirely distinct from any consideration 
.. connected with the plan for the new establishment for the Superin
" tendence of the Nizamut, and that they would be added to the fund 
" for defraying the E'xpense of that establishment, as forming a part of 
" the actual resources of the Nizamut. 

"His Highness, having heard these observations, did not SBem 
. "disposed to pur81lS the duclISmn further. He said that he felt too 
" unwell to admit of his bestowing on the several pointS, which' had 
.. been brought up under disoussion that day, the degree of considera
" tion requisite to enable him to form any decision, and desired to be 
" furnished with a written statement of the several sums which it was 
" proposed to deduct, fu?m the amount of, the late MunneeBegum's 
"Treasure. . 

.. I expressed concern at His Highness's indisposition, but requestsd 
" permission to observe that the points which I had submitted to His 
"Highness's consideration, had undergone a full discussion, and that 
" I was not aware of the difficulty which opposed a declaration of His 
" Highness's sentiments. I said that we had been closeted for three 
"hours, and that if my conferenoe with His Highness led to no reStlll, 
.. an opinion would go abroad that the "iews qf His Highness werfl in 
" opposition to'thoss of GOVernme1lt, an opinion ""kich I would greatl!l 
"lament. I as .. red His. Highness that I had hitherto preserved in
.", violable If1Ot'eoy with respect to the mews of Gov~t .. tl,at I had, 
" .. ot even disclosed them to any person qf my own, and that although 
"I had called on the Officers of the Nizamut for several statements, 
.. no one comprehendlld tbe object of them. and that the am:iollS wish 
" tif my heart was to negociate the proposed arrangements personally 

. "with Hi8 Highness and without the intervention of' even knowledge 
CI qf an!! other person: I therifore expressed .. n ea!",est hope that Hi& 
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" Highness would lIot think it neceasar!J to consult an!J other judgment 
" than his own, hut act at once according to his own wisdom and dis
" cernment, in which case, I felt assured, His Highness would not 
" allow me to leave his hou..e without the gratification 'If knowing that 
"he concurred in the proposed arrangements_ The Nawab, however, 
," still urged his indisposition R8 an excuse for 8U8pending !>is judg
" ment on all points. 

,. On my reminding Hie Highness of all hie engngements, he desired 
" that he might not be understood as having decidedly objected to any 
"part of the arrangement which had been proposed to him; but 
" observed that he conceived himself at liberty to repre8ent to the 
" Right Honourable the Governor-General an!J inconveniencies or em
" barraasments which might occur to his mind as likely to re.ult from 
"them, and following np that observation by asking, whether his 
" reply to Hie Lordship's letter ought to be transmitted through me. 

, "I replied that His Highness was certainly at liberty to pursue this 
" course which he had described, and that I should not fail to furnish 
" him with the statement which he reqUired of the sums proposed to 
" be deducted from the Munnee Begum's Treasure . 

.. With respect to the transmission of His Highness'letter to the 
" Governor-General, I merely explained, that I c01l8idered myself to 
"be the channel through which His Highness' ktter should be tra1l8_ 
"mitted, according to the regular forms 'If official intercour.e bet.ooen 
" His Highnes8 and Government, on all points connected with my 
"mission. I 

"I advised His Highness, however, before he proceeded to address 
"the Governor· General, to consider well the contents of His Lord
" ship's letter, when he would observe, that His Lordship had confi
" dently anticipated His Highnes.' cordial acquiescence in the proposi
" tions to be communicated by me, not merely wit,h relerence to Hie 
" Highness' engagements, but from n conviction that tl,ey were calcu
" lated to promote the general prosperity of the Nizamut. I was, 
" therefore, partieularly anxious, aud said that Hie Highness should 
"act up to his engagements, and not by any representation or 
"remonstrances against arritngements so equitable and beneficial in 
" themselves, impose upon His Lordship the necessity of reminding 
"Hie Highness of the circumstance ill which the engagements 
"originated, but by ful6lling his promise, avoid such necessity which 
" would only afHict both Hie Lordship and His Highness with pain. 
" His Highness observed that, according to the tenor 'If the Governor
" General's letter, tlte po;nt8, brotl!lltt forward b!l me, were to b~ 
"matter8 of negoctation and that, therefore, he did not conceive 
" himself absolutel!J required to comply with the prop08iti01l8 'If Go
,. tJ8rnment . 

.. I replied, that altbough Hie Lordship was fully satisfied 'If the 
" }ustice and propriety 'If the propo.itions, and confidently anticipated 
" Hia Highness's acquiescence in them, yet, he certainly wished t.hat 
" the grounds of those propositions should be fully explained to His 
"Highness, and that Hi4 Highness's observations upon them should 
" be heard, and any objections which might possibly occur to his mind be 
" removed, ... His Lordship would regret being thought by His HighnF88 
.. to take advantage 'If his ~"ga!lement., til require'from His Dig/me.s 
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.. a"y .acrifice .. Aiel ",igM appear to he u,.,.~OfI<I1Jle, or fIOt de

.. ",afl<kd hy coflBideraoo ... connected vntlt tAe ./td_e toelfare of the 
"Nizomut. I requested His Highness to consider, that, altJ.oug1 1e 
.. • /WUld aUj",ate(fI acqure.c., in the "ieto. of Go~"",me,,t after repre
" IItJrItatOo. aad remorutraace, yet. lu acquieaceactJ under ftlCit ci .. cam
"ala..",. fDOfIld 10"., flO g .. fUY!; 88 His Highness's sincere friend, 
.. therefore, I athued Aim to tleclare at 0fICe lu acqu~ i. the 
.. "ietN of Gooer .. _t. Such"-88 my anxiety on the subject, I add€'d, 
.. that IlOOuld tolee "pon fnylJt'lf tlte responrihility of exonerating Hia 
.. HigMlaa from the 1Jvrlhe" of wpporti,,!! any of the tau. MUlln~e 
co Begum'. dependent. aut of Iter properly, for .. 4ielt pllryO'" 1 "ad 
.. aliatfetl aftad of a lalel of Rupees. if he fDOlIld only yieU a cordial 
.. a..ent to the otlter deductOo ... from the property, and also to the 
" arraDg<"ment for the new establishment for the Superintendence of 
" the alfairs of the Nizamut, and, that, in malcing t1u offer, I fD08 

" fIOt mre tkat my conduct fIJOfIld he apprOfJed. I concluded by saying, 
" that His Highness would not fu.iJ. to reoogniee in that, and also in 
" the whole a.rratlg<"ment,fII!! anziou solicitude to combi..,witlt the 
" atfai .. meat. of tAe "ietN of Goe.".,.ment for the heaejit of the Nius
K mut. tAe utmod P08.wle coaaideratioJJ for K .. . Hig1JJtJ8s', personal 
.. interegts relatioe to the dispo.al of the M" .. ...,., Begum'. property. 
" His Hig1JJtJ8, fIltU. ltotDetJer, quite ;njle:rihle: Ite declared 1u inalJilif!! 
.. to gifJe me a,,!! definite a......,... and at lellgtlt I took "'ylea"e wit,. 
Co tlte e.rp,.eui_ of my duappoilltment at tlte wspeaaiqn of lu judgment 
""poa tlte arrangemerda .. 4ic1 lad be"" prop~d to Mm, and of my 
" !tope tloat, 0tI ,.ejlectio •. Hu Hig1neu IOOfIU let me iafJe tloe g .. atifi
".,atOon of reporti,,!! to GOfJernment tkat tkey ia~e obtained Itis 
" app .. obatioJJ • 

.. The tenor of His Highness's conduct ce:rta.inly impressed me with 
" the belief, that Ite eil"",. " .. dilated _ derided oppoailiOR to tloe view. of 
c. G@erftment. or had determined not to act withont the previous com
"mnnication with his confidential advisers . 

. " I after..-ards learnt ~ His Highness held secret consultation 
.. with his father-in-law. the Nawab Shumshere Jung, and with one or 
"two others on that night and the night foJlo..-ing. In.this interval I 
"had prepared the stateD,lent which His Highness had requested, and 
"was on the point of sending it to Farrakbang, when His Highness 
"IIent me a pJesS&g<". signi1ying his intention of visiting me on the fol
"lo..-ing morning. Hio Higl"", •• , IwrDewr. 6eill{f ""fflrlu,uZlely t".t .. 
"iU • • ~ut hu fa,Ioer-in-lIt", to "'" "'ith II leller. informing "'" of "U iR
"dispo.ilion, and t:tnaIaining th" grlJtif!lmg int.lligence 0/ hu cordial 
"IZC1J"ieKeftCe ita lie tneWl of GO"ft'ftrnNi • 

.. Before I close the letter I beg to state that no part of the funds for 
" the new establishment for the Superintendence of the Nizamut is in 
.. the hands of the Collector. excepting the arrears of the Munnee 
.. Begum's personal salary. amounting to Rupees 2,67.703. rlutt .... 
.. mig4t 6e irn,,~diat~l!1 i..."..,ed in tke p .. 6lit: S_riti ... of Gbl,",,"""" • 

.. The remainder of the funds shall be paid into the CoJlector's Treasury 

.. with the least practicable delay." 

The following is au extract from the letters received by 

Mr. Monckton in reply. 
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.. The successful issuE! of your proceedings in the execution of such 
.. parts of those instructions, as formed the subject of the despatch now 
.. acknowledged, has afforded much satisfaction to the Governor-General 
.. in Council, who considers your conduct to be marked with the chal'ac
.. teristic zeal, address, tempel', and ability, which formed the ground of 
.. His Lordship's selection of you for the performance of this delicate 
.. and important'service . 

.. The tenor of you.r conference with the Nawab. and the general 
" cours!, of your proceedings, reported in that despa ch, being in ent.ire 
.. conformity with the ~pirit of your instructions and of the views of 
'" Government. I am directed to proceed at once to convey to you the 
"sentiments and instructions of His Lordship in Cowleil on tho.e 
.. points on which the special expression of the opinions and sentimellw 
"of the Government are required • 

.. The statements of Ih • ... " ... to 6. d.ducl.tI from tli. tr.amr. 0/ Iii • 
.. 101. M"',II" B'gun., and of the assets available for the purpose of de
.. fraying the expense of the proposed new establishment, both of which 
"have been recognized and accepted by the Nawab, are entirely .. p-
"proved. . . 

.. The sum of 2,67,'103 Rupees, being the amount of the arrears of 
"the late Munnee Begum's stipend, which forms one item of these 
"assets, and is actually in tbe hands.of the Collector of Moorshedabad, 
.. will b. i"".,'ed in Ih. p71blir fund. without delay. Instructions. of 
"which a copy is enclosed, have accordingly been isslled to the Ac
" countant-General and the Government Agent, and you will be pleased 
"to convey the necessary instructions on the subject to the Collector'; 
" you will be pleased to make early arrangements for the payment into 
" tbe hands of the Collector, of the remaiuing sums described, for the 
" same purpose, reporting the actual payment, thllt the nece"Qry me ... "r .. 
.. may be tllle ... fur illtJra/ing th. whol. "1IIounl." 

Instructions were accordingly issued to the Accountant
General and tte Sub. Treasurer, who were at that period 

the Government Agent.s. 

"The Governor-General in Council having concerted an m:rangement 
" with His Highness the N awab of Bengal, for the establishment of a 
.. fund for defraying the expense of a new establishment for the super
"intendence of t.he affairs of the Nizamut, I am directed to transmit to 
.. you the enclosed eta\;ement of assets appertaining to the Nizamut, 
" which have been ascertained to be available for this purpose 

.. The only part of tbese asset. actually in the hands of the Govern
" ment is the first item, namely. the arrears of the stipends of the late 
.. Munnee Begum from the period of her death till the 31st of August, 
"1816, amounting to 2,67.703 rupees, which is in the Treasury of the 
.. Collector of Moorshedl1bad • 

.. It is the desire of the Governor-General in Council, that tli. at",·. 
"'!1m .Aould be i11lm,dlat~~" int'elll,.d in publiC SrcuriUr, towards the 
.. formation of the proposed Fund. Hi. L'I,d .• "ip in C .. uneil i. flu"rdiulli!l 
U pH:a"d tu empower and aireci gUY, in !lQur charnr:ler of GU"tNlmml Age,., 
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" to pU"'hnlt Go, •• ,....,."'t Secllrltl.a to the amount above stated, which 
"will be placed at your disposal fOl'thatpurpose., Thead,' .. nta{(earl.lng 
" IN"" 'h. discount on paper loililIPlong to the Niza."ut, and II I. 10 6e 
.. accou .. t.d for to IIis Highness the Naw"6 • 

.. The remaining sums will be paid into the hands of the Colleetor at 
cc Moo1'8hedabad, with the least practicable d~lay, and are then to be 
cc disposed of in the manner above stated. 

. " A copy of this letter will be transmitted to the Accountant·Genera.l, 
" who will be instruL'i;ed to take the neces8a.ry measures' for pla.cing at 
" your disposal the sum!above specified; as well as the rema.ining BUms as' 
cc soon as they are realized." 

The following letters from Mr. Monckton set forth the 
Assets from which the Agency Fund was formed, and 
to which the Nawab was entitled as the heir-at-law:-

To HENRY STONE, ESQ., Sub-Treasurer, Fort William. , . 

Sir, 
Under charge of Lieutenant George Moore I herewith di$patch to you, 

Cor the purpose of being sent to the Mint for coinage, treasure to the 
amount of 2,28,320 Rupees,. of that sum Rs 2,18,820 are destined to 
form part of a Fund of Seven lats for defraying the expenses of a new 
establishment for the superintendence of the aJfairs of the Nizamnt, and 
the remainder, namely, 9,aOO Rupees, are to constitute a Fund for defray
ing theexpeose of an establishment at the tomb of the late Monnee 
Begum. 

3. As the treasure is in old Rupees of sorls, I request that you will be 
pleased to cause Rupees to be assigned with the least practicahle delay, and 
inform me of the amOllDt of any deficiency, -when it shall be immediately 
.made good from the stipend of the Nizamut. 
. 3. You will he pleased to communicate the arrival of the treasnre to 
the Accountant·GeneraL 

4. The treasure is put up in fifteen boxes, fourteen of which,contain 
16,000 Rupees each, and the other Rs. 4,320. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) J. MONc"ToN. 

Moorshedabad, 19th Dec., 1816. 

To J. W. SHEEN, ESQ., Accountant General, Fort 
William. 

Sir, 
Yon are apprized of the arrangement which has been coneertod hy the 

Government in COllncil with H is Highness the Nabob of Bengal for the 
establishment of a Fund for defraving the expenses of a new establish. 
ment for the &uperintendence of the affairs of the Nizamut, and you have 
been furnished witb a statement of assets availahle for that purpose. 

2. You were informed by a letter from Mr. Secretary Adam, dated 19th 
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Ortober, that DC those assets the sum DC 4.67,703 Rupees, being the ar. 
rears of tbe Stipend of tbe late MUllnee Begum frolll tbe period of her 
death till the 31st August,' 1816. was in the bands of Government, ( 
deem it regular to explain to you, however, that although the amount oC 
the arrears of the late Munnee Begum was correctly stated, the precise 
sum was not in the hands of Government. 'fh.amount actually due 
frllm the Treasury of the Collector of Moorsh.dahad at tbat time waa 
only RI. 2.63.i03, and the balance of RI. 3,399·6 was in the hands of 
tbe late Munnee Begum's Dewan. 

3 (have now, the bonour to inform you that, including the balance 
of Rs.3999,6 ahuve stated, I have since paid into the Collector's 
Tt,pasury the sum of 2.17,476·6 Sicca Rupee •• making a total sum oC 
4,81, I 80 Rupees, aud I herewith enclose to you tbe Collector's receipts 
fur the amount. 

4. The remaining assets destined for the fund of tbe "roposed new 
estahlishment bave heen furnished from the late M unnee Begum's Tr.'a. 
sures. and is in old Rupees of various denomillations. I have. therefore, 
this day despatched to the General 'frea.ury uuder an .scort of Sepoys, 
commanded hy Lieutenant George Muore. the amount of these assets. 
nam-'y, Rs. 2.IH.820, tor the purpose of being sent to the Mint, and 
hav' infur",ed tbe Snb·Treasurer that whatever mav he the deficiencv oC 
the old Rupees in weight and quality shall be im~edi.lely n,ade good 
frum tbe MUlinee Be"um'. all>wance which has 'accumulated in the Col. 
lecLor'~ Treasury since the 31 st of August. . 

5 •. The fund of """ ... {aCB of rupeeB for the proposed new establisb. 
ment for the snperintendence of the affairs of the Nizamut, may, there. 
forc. be cousidered to be completed, and it only remains for you to pro· 
duce at the disposal of the Governn,ent Agent tbe 8ums paid illto the 
Cullector's Trea,ury, in oruer tbat the amo .... ' mng be i,." .. 'e" in Pu6lic 
Sec'urit;,.,. 

6. 1 beg leave to inform yon that a further 811m of 9,500 Rupees has 
been taken from the ~I unnee Begum'li Treasure, fllr the pUTpose of form. 
ing a fUlld to deiay the expen.es of 8n e~tabli.h",ellt· at tbe Begum', 
tomb, anu that as tbat money i, likewise in old coin, and must ounse· 
qllently be sent to tbe Mint, I bave taken tbe opportunity of dispatching 
it to the ,general Treasury with the otber treasure, making tbe total 
amount oC the remittance tolls R8. 2,28,320. 

7. As the sum of 9,500 Rupee. is to h. in" .. t.,l in Government S.cu. 
rilieB. you will shortly receive the instructions of the Governor·General 
in Council \0 .place that 8um also at the dispo.al oC tbe Government 
Agent. 

B. Tbe deficiency 10 the Rupees comprising the latter item will be met 
in tbe same manner as the deficiency in the Rupees belonging to tbe 
other Fund, and c I hne only Curtber to observe that as tbe interest DC 
9.500 Rupees will scarcely be sufficient to cover the expenses at the 
E,t .• hlisbment at the Tomb of the late Multnee BegulD, which are ascer. 
tained to be 574 Rupees annually, any small addition to tbe capital by 
the pUfcbase of Company's paper at a discount i8 desirable. 

I bave, &c., 

Moorshedaharl, 19th Dec., lRIG. 
(Signed) J. MONckTON. 
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To JOHN ADAM, ESQ., Acting Ohief Secretary to Govern
ment, Fort William. 

Sir, I 

I have the bonour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 
10th of October, frolll w . .ich I was ·happy to learn that my proceedings 
as detailed in n'y letter uf the 20th of Sel'teruber, had received the entIre 
approbation of Government. 

2. My subseqnent pruceed:ng. have suffered great interruption in cori
s.qllence of Hindoo and Mussulman Festivals, and particularly by the 
long illness of His Highlles~ the Nabob. 

3. Previously to tbe Nabob's i1I1Jisposition, His Highness bad attended 
with me almost daily for three weeks at the late • .,1 unnep. Begum's apart
ments, for the purpose of in.pecting and examining Her late Higbne •• 's 
treasure and jewels, as also ber other property, the elLteut alld variety of 
which was veTY gleat. 

4. The jewels may fairly be estimated at not less than six lacs of rupeee, 
tbe gold and silver utensil. an:ou"t in weight to. SicCQ Rupees one lac, 
two thousand and fifteen, ·and the property in goods consbting,of liell 
velvets, Belial !ls, gold alld silver stuff., shawls, musiins, silks, beauliflllly 
embroidered purdahs, and a countless,variety of other articles cannot be 
e.timated at less than one lac and Ii half of Rupees. The collection of 
articles of every description was prodigious, and i have great satislacti'lll 
in stating that the whole of the property was in the high~st state of per
fection, as there was reason to apprehend from the late Superilltendent's 
Report that it was not the case. 

5. The treasure in gold, silver, and copper coin amounted to 150,507-1~ 
Rupees. but in taking an account of the money, a box containing 16,053 
Rupee~ was pointed out to me as belongillg to Zabnnnissa Begum, who is 
grand-daughter of His Uighness Nabob . Jaffier Ali Khan, and also to her 
brother, and she is tlre lady who claimed the enormous sum of nearly 
two lacs and a half of Rupees out of the Munnee Begum's property. 

6. As Mr. Brooke, on the -occasion of his being ordered to ascertain 
the extent of the ·Iate Munnee Begum's Treasures, had informed -the 
Government tbat no parcel, however msignificallt, was left unexamined, 
and as he had not even mentioned thl) nallle uf the N owassy Begum in 
any of his reports, I asked why Mr. Brooke had not been told that the 
box in question belonged to the Nowassy Regum at the time when the 
inventory of the Munnee Begum's treasure and eflects was prepared under 
his directions. I was assured that the box was poihted out to Mr. 
Brooke as being tbe Nowassy Begum's plOperty, but that because the 
Mnnnee Begum's seal was found to be affixed to it. he refused to admit 
that lady's 'Claim, and said that he considered tl.e whole of the property 
wilhout distinction as baving belonged to Her late Highnes!. 

7. On inquiry, however, it appeared that tbe Nowassy Begum had 
always heen ill the habit of receiving her stipend Ihrough the Munnee 
Begum, and ou examining the box, it was found to contain 8 large collec
tion of the receipts of that lady for a stipend which she enjoys as a Mem
her of the Rajmehal Family. Moreover, Meah Bahar UfZOOIl, the eunuch 
who had charge of the Tosha Khana, declared that the box in question 
was the trensure-cbest of Nowassy Begum, and that the treasure which 

• it contained was no other than the money of her stipend, and tbey fur-
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thpr sIgnified their re'adiness to·confirm their declaration, if necessary, by 
oalh. 

8, With Buch evidence in favonr of the N owassy Begulll's claim, I could 
not possibly consider the simple fact of Her late Higbnesl's leal being' 
affixed to lbe box, to furnish a juslifiable pretext for rejecting that claim. 
I lher~fore deemed it my bO\lnden duty to represent to His Highness tbe 
Naboh tbe propriety anel necessity of bis making over tbe treasure to the 
N owassy 'Be(t11m. His H ighne,s being entitrel!/ unprepared fO'1" tkillfres" 
demand, evinced the greatest reluctance to admit the equity of it. But I 
tt,ld His Highness lbat I felt it incumbent on me to press tbe point with 
peeuliar earllestlless, because it was one whicb equally concerlled His 
Hi~hness's own bonour, and tbe justice of my proceedings, and tbat I 
bad ton bi~h an opinion of bis prir,ciples to suppose for a moment that 
be cou!.! desire to withhold (rom his cousin whal was ber indisputable 
right. His Higbness, after some consideration, acknowledged that as 
the eunllch wbo bad cbarge of the Tosba Kbana was prepared to support 
tbe claim of the No",assy Begum 011 oatb, be could not, with propriety, 
wil hhold the treasure frum her. 

9. But while I considered it to he an indispensahle obligation of my 
duty to secure to the Nowassy Bpgum ber i"int right, I could lI"t help 
regarding the fresb demand a!(ainst tbe property of tbe Munnee Begum, 
as affording to tbe Sawah a ground of discontent, since it was on Ih. faith 
of my a .. uranee . tlmt Ihe tFfa.u,e .f Ihe .lJunlll'e Bfgv.n' a",.untfd to 
fifl .... lac. that Hi. H;ghll'" rrc'g1liz,d anti ace'pteti tne .tatem",t of 
,I.duet; .... to b. ",ad. fr011' that trralur. Any new circumstance occur. 
ring t~ diminish sti:t furtber tbe amount of surplus which the Nahob has 
been taught to expect for his own. personal benent, could not fail to be 
regarded hy His Highness with dissatisfaction. 

10. I therefore anxiously sougbt to compensate to His Highness in 
aome measnre for tbis disappointment. 

11. It occurred to me tbat among tbe proscrlhed deductions from tbe 
Munnee Begum's treasures, there was Doe item, tbe amount of which 
nearly cnrrespon~d with tbat of the money (oulld to belonll .10 the 
NOW8SSY Begum,and whicb appeared to be tbe least de.irahle of all the de
ductions, namely, thesum of J 7,500 Rupees, awarded totbe wife ofShemnt
,,"-Dowla, on account of interest on the amo .. nt of stoppage. of he,. 
stipend. I therejO'1"e f'eaohed to charDe the resource. of the Nizamut· 
with the pt11Jment of that BUm. 

12. Accordingly, after providing tbe funds for tbat purpose, I told tbe 
N awab that [ was much gratified by bis bonorable conduct in regard to 
the trfasure wbicb had heen ascertained to be the property of his cOl'sin 
the No" assy Bogum, but that as I was senRible of the disappointment 
occasioned to him hy that claim, I "'8S ~ery anxious to provide tbe meanl 
of satisfying it witbout expo.ing bim to loss by a diminution of tbe amount 
of the surplus which his Highness had been led to expect from tbe 
Munnee Begum's treasure, and I then explained to him tbe arrangement 
which I had made for that purpose. 

13. His Higbness seemed extremely gratified, and expressed hi. senae 
of obligation to me for my kindness., . 

14. By tbis arrangement I was enahled to comhine witb tbe perform
ance of an act of justice to tbe Nowassy Bebum the disposal of the late 
Munnee Begum'. property in a manner to alford entire satisfaction to His 
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Highness's mind, and I trust that the attainment of this object will be 
considered by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to furnisb a 
sufficient apology for my taking upon myself to relinquish an item of 
deduction from the late Munnee Begum's Treasure witbout His Lord
sbip's in Council previous sanction. 

16. Tbe sum of 16,063 rupees being deducted from tbe property found 
in the late Munnee Begum's apartments, tbe treasure whicb actually be
longed to Her Highness amounted to Rupees 14,85,454-12, out of which 
haa ",en d.ducted Rupees 8,58,043-14-8, and a further sum of Rs. 44,660 
reserved for the purpose of re~ucing jewels mortgaged on bond, to the 
amount of Rs. 50.000, leauiRK a surplra of Rupte. 6,82.760·13-4, which 
ha. been furmally ".ade .uor t. His Hig"""s, tog"ther with the whole of 
tbe jewels, gold and silver uten&i1s, and other property amounting collec
tively to about 8,60,000 rup.es. Tbus, by the deatb of ~er Higbness 
the Munnee Begum, tbe Nabob has acquired personal property to ,the ex
tent of nearly fifteen lacs of rupees, besides tbe possession of lands and 
bOllses, and the Chowk adjoining tbe Palace, wbich alone yields a revenne 
of 12,000 rupees per annum. , ' 

16. The late illness of His Higbness baving rendered bim incapable of 
attending to business; has p\'evented any arrangement for transferring to 
'His Highness immediately the Chowk and its Dependencies, and as His 
Highness has now proceeded on an excursion to Monghr for change of 
air, the execution of any measures for that 'purpose must be delayed Ul1til 
His Highness'S return. 

17. On the latb ultimo, I sent to the Collector's Treasury the money 
required to complete tbe Fund for defraying the expense of tbe proposed 
new establisbment for tbe superiutendence of tbe affairs of the Nizamut, 
and I only deferred the communication to Government of the payment 
until the Collector sbould acknowledge the receipt of tbe money 

18. An unexpected but apparently unavoidable delay, however, has oc
curred in taking an account of the money in the Collector's Office, a con
siderable proportion of tbe money, having been taken from the Munnee 
Begum's treasure, was ill old coin. This circumstance rendered it neces
sary for the Collector to assort and pay the money before he could make 
any entry of it in his books, and I was not aware of the length of time 
which wonld be required for that purpose. 

19. I had waited nearly a month for the Collector's receipt, when I 
was informed that it hatl not been found practicable to do more than 
aasort the old coin, whicb was of various denominations, and that it still 
remained to assay it. I was, moreover, informed that the assaying of the 
Rupees in the Collector's Office would not supersede the necessity of their 
undergoing II similar process at the Presidency on beiug sent to the Mint 
to be recoined. 

20. In order, therefore, to prevent further loss, of time, I resolved to 
dispatch the Rupees of sorts to t'be General Treasury without delay, con- , 
fining the payment into the Collector's Treasury to the Sicc I Rupees of 
the standard weight. I accordingly withdrew the old coin from the Col
lector's Office, and dispatcbed it to the Presidency on the 20th instant, 
under an escort commanded by Lieutenant George Moore. In adopting 
tbis measure, I hope my conduct will he approved. . .• 

21. I have the honour to transmit to vou, for Hli Lordsblp 10 
<;ouncil's i!lformation, a st,tement of assets 'wh:ch have been placed in 

F 
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the hands of the Collector, and of those which have been remitted to the 
Treasury. 

22. ,I have transmitted to the Accountant-General the Collector's Re
ceiptsJor 4,81,180 Sic. Rupees, and I bave apprized bim of my baving dis
patcbed to tbe Presidency, for tbe purpose of being recoined, tbe sum of 
2,18,820 old Rupees, being tbe number required to complete tbe Fund of 
7 lacs, st.ating at the 8ame time that whatever may be tbe deficiency of 
the old Rupees in weigbt and quality, it can be immediately made good 
from tbe late Munnee Begum's personal allowance of 12,000 Rupees, 
which has accumulated 'in the hands of tbe Collector since Slit August 
last. 

23. It will be in, the recollection of His Lordship in Council, tbat 
among tbe deductions from tbe Munnee Begum's treasure, is a sum of 
9,500 Rupees for the purpose of forming a Fund to defray tbe expense of 
an estllblishment at tbe Tomb of tbe late Munnee Begum. 

24. As that money is in old coin, and the .. ",ou"t i. i"tmd.d to 6e'ill' 
vested in the Pu61ic FUlldl, I have taken the opportunity of sending it to 
the Presidency witb the other Treasure, making tbe total amount of tbe 
remittance 2,28,32U rupees. I have prepared tbe Accountant-General to 
expect orders from Government on the subject of placing tbe further Bum 
of 9,500 Rupees at tbe disposal of tbe Government Agents, for the pu,
po .. of being laid out in the pu,chase of Compa"y'. Paper, and I have 
informed him tbat the deficiency in tbe Rupees, as 800n as the extent of 
it sball be ascertained, will be met in the same manner as tbe defiCiency 
in the otber part of tbe treasure. 

25. As the monthly and occasional expenses of the establishment 
maintained at Munnee Begum's tomb are ascertained to amount to 574 
Rupees annually, which rather exceeds the interest of Rs. 9,500, 1 have in
timated to tbe Accountant·General that the amou"t which "My b. gained 
b!! the Dileo .. "t on Compa,,!!'. Pape, _hould 6e added to the capital fo, 
the pu'po.e of ,e"dering the Fund more adequat. to its object. 

26. I am engaged in settling the debts of the Nabob'. several uncles, 
and am endeavQllring to adjust them in a manuer ruost favourable to 
their interest. ' 

27. I hope also in a few days to submit a detailed Report of the 
Establishment of the late Munnee Begum, of two casualties which have 
occurr~d In them Bince His Higbness'. demise, and of tbe reductions 
whicil have actually beeo effected, or which may appear practicable. 

1 have, &c., 
(Sigoed) J. MONCJ[TON. 

Moonhedabad, 26th December, 1816. 

The following extract is from the instructions sent to 
Mr. Monckton in'reply :-

"The Governor-General in Council opproves of your having despatched 
"to the Presidency that portion of the money req uired to form the 
.. Fund for defraying the expense of the proposed new establishment 
.. for the Superintendence of the affairs of the NizaJDut, which consisted 
"of Rupee. of sorts, and of your communication to the Accountant-



" General on the subject of that remittance, and on the other pointa 
"adverted to in the 17th and following paragraphs ofyonr letter. The 
"necessary orders will be issued for in"esting i .. Go" ..... mmt ucuritie. 
" sucA 1'0rtitnlll of tM rr"",ty intmd~d to form tM jwopOied FwuJ, as had 
" not already been 80 disposed of. 

The· following is an extract from the orders issued to 
the Government Agent subsequently :--.:.. 

"In continnation of my letter of the· 19th October last, I am directed 
" to transmit to you the enclosed Statements of the Assets, which have 
"been placed in the hands of the Collector of Moorshedsbad, and of 
" those which have been remitted to the Presidency, for the purpose of 
~'forming a Fund for defraying the expense of the proposed establish
.. ment of the Superintendence of the affairs of the Nizmnnt. 

" Mr. Monckton has reported the transmission to the Accountant
.. General of the Collector's receipt for the portion of that sum paid 
" into his Treasury, and his having apprized the Accountant-General 
,r of the remittance of the remainder to the Presidency in Rupees of 
" sorts. 

" It only remains, therefore, to desire that you will, in yonr character 
.. of Government Agents, proceed, in the manner pointed out in my 
."letter of the 19th October, with regard to that part of the money in 
"question, which may not have been alreadyin:rested in Public Securi
" ties for the purpose stated, and which will be placed at yonr disposal 
.. by the Accountant-GeneraI." 

Mr. Monckton, in consideration of the services he had 
rendered in carrying out the instructions ot"the Governor
General, was nominated to the appointm~nt which· he had 
been 80 instrumental in establishing by the following 
letter :-

To JOHN MONCXTON, ESQ. 

Sir, 
The principal object of your deputation to Moorshedabad having now 

bee" successfully accomplished and the fund for the establishment of the 
proposed sys~m of control and superintendence over the affairs of the 
Nizamut baving now heen formed by tbe actual reeeipt into the Treas~.., 
of the money intended to he appropriated from the resources of the N1Z8-
mut for that purpose. I am directed to inf<>rm !Jou that !Jou Me to 0001-

6ider !J0t£f" misrion at all end, and that K1,8 Ezcellenc!J tM GofJet"flM"o 
General j.. Council Aa. 6 ..... pleased to appoint !Jou to tM pBrfllaMl!t 
aitvatiOfl tif Agmt to tM GOfJerrwr- General at Motw~TaedoJJtJIl. At t~ls 
capacity, in addition to the more immediate and spec: 2dutyof superm· 
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tendence over the affail-s of tbe Nizamut, you will consider yourself to be 
the channel of communication with all natives of rank residing at or 

,visiting the city of Moorshedabad, as well as with the descendants of the 
N awab Ihteram-ud-Dowla a collateral branch of the Family of the Nabob 
of Bengal residiug at Rajmehal and not strictly- comprehended in the 
establishment of the Nizamut_ 

2. The Governor-General in Council has been pleased to fix the salary 
ojthe o.IJice oj .Agent ojthe G()f)ernor-GetIIJ1'al at Moorshedabad at 40,000 
ncca nvpee8 per annum, after providing for this' charge, ,a sum of 2,000 
Rupees per annum of the irrterest of the Fund in question WIll remain 
available for the expenses of the establishment of your office, which with 
the amount of the present monthly establishment of 213 Rupees, makinll; 
an aggregate of Rs. 379-4 per mensem, which His Lordship in Council 
conceives, be fully adequate for that purpose. You will accordingly pre. 
pare and submit for the approval and sanction of the Government the 
details of an 'establishment at an expense not exceeding the aggregate 
amount above stated. 

You will be proposed to return to Moorsbedabad, to assume the office 
to which you are now appointed, as soon as may be convenient. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed). J. ADAM, 

Acting Chief Secretary to Government. 
Council Chambers, 22nd February, 1817. 
P.S.-You will receive from the Persian Secretary a letter from the 

Governor-General to His Highness the Nabob, announcing the appoint. 
ment. 

On the pl'Oceedings (see Poll-Corr. 10th May. 1817, No. 20-25), is 
recorded a letter from the Government Agent" of which the following 
is a copy:- ' 

" We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letters, 
" bearing dates the 19th of October and 4th of J anURry last, relative to 
" the Nizamut establishment, and to state, for the information of Govern· 
"ment, that in conformity :with the, instructions conveyed in those 
., lettet'S, VJ~ 4a"t!' jf&veBted the at!'veral sums rl'Ceif'ed by". from tAle Gmnal 
" Tr~a8U", and bave now the pleasure of submitting an account exhibit
" ing the whole of this transaction." 

On receipt of the foregoing letter, and the accounts which accompa
nied it. from the Government Agents, further instructions. datsd the 
1st May, 1817, were issued to the Aceountant-General, from which the 
following is an extract. ' 

"The Government Agents have been directed to deliver over to you 
"the Government Securities to the amount of Rupees 7,10,600, which 
.. have been purchased on account of the Nizamut. 

"You will be pleased to take necessary measure! for having thOle 
., Securiliel irw .. t.rI lUI th~ property of th~ Nizamut, the interest in them, 
" being 888igned for the payment of certain special charges as follows. 

"For JlI'ying the Salary Principal. Interest per an. 
"and of the Office E.tab-
"lishment of the Agent to 
"the Governor - General at 
" Moorshedabad, 7,0\ ,000 ~,060 



"For the charge of an 
" Establishment at the Tomb 
.. ofthe Munnee Begum. 9,600 576 

"The Collector of Moorshedabad has been ,authorized to pay the 
" Salary and Establishment of the A.gent to the Governor-General at 
cc Moorshedabad, and the charges of the Establishment of the Munnee 
.. Begum's tomb. monthly, at the above rates. 

c, You will be pleased to transmit .the Government Securities above 
.. mentioned, to the Collector of Moorshedabad, with instructi01l8 to 
cc balance ~ his accounts, tke interets due on them kalj'-Yl!lo;rly, against 
.. the monthly paymente which he has been authorized to make as speci
" fled in the foregoing paragraph." 

A further charge was made by the Government against 
the Ni:r.amut, in accord,ance with the instructions given in 
the following letter :-

,TO\TOHN MONCII:TON, ESQ., Acting Agent to the 
Governo",.Gene",al, Moo",skedabad. 

Sir, 
I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 7th inst., 

and to inform you that the Governor-General in Council has be.eu pleased 
to sanction the establishment proposed by you for the office of Agent to 

, the Governor-General at Moorshedabad. The payment of the establish
ment will commence from the date on which it may have been enter. 
tained. 

2. Although it was originally intended that II pornon of the e:cpe1l8e 
of tke establisMnent of tke .Agent equivalent to the expense of .he estab
lishm.ent heretofore maintained for the superintendent of Nizamut affairs 
shOfJ,li/, be cluvrged to tke Government,. the Governor-General in Council, 
on a reconsideration of the subject, is disposed to think that tt will be 
more consistent with the principle on which the office was constituted to 
make tke whole chO/l'geable on tke funds of the NizO/I1IMt. 

3. His Lordship in Council, would, however, be reluctant to bring for" 
ward a fresh demand on this account, howeverinconsiderable the amount, 
did he not suppose that funds sufficient for the purpose will have already 
accumulated from the arrears of lapsed stipends yet unapproprjated, and 
which may be considered properly applicable to this object, as one con· 
nected with the general benefit of the Nizamut. " 

4. The interest calculated from the 1st January to the 21st February 
accruing on tke Government Securities purchased on account of the , 
Nizamut, which have been assigned for the payment of the salary of the' 
A.gent. will be atJailable for the same purpose; as will also the interest 
calculated from the 1st January to the date on which the office estahlish
ment now sanctioned may have been entertained, accruing on the Govern· 
ment Securities assigned for the payment of a portion of that establish. 
ment. 

S. The" Governor-General in Council desires that you will submit a 



70 

Statement of the amount of funds which may have accumulated from 
the source specified in the 3rd paragraph nf this letter, which may he 
made available for defraying that portion of the expense of the Agent', 
Establishment not yet provided for from the funds of the Nizamllt. On 
receiving this report, His Lordship in Council will determine ou the ex
pediency of making this exppnse a charge on the Nizamut. 

6. The Collector of Moorehedabad has been authorised to pay monthly 
on the joint receipt of His Highness the Nabob and of the Agent, the 
allowance for an Establishment at the Tomb of the late Munnee Begum. 
The payment of this Establishment will commence from the 1st of 
January, the date from which interest is due on the Government Secu
rities aasigned for defraying it. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed)' J. AnAM, 

Acting Chief Secretary to Government. 
Port William, lOth May, 1817. 

On the proceedings of the Poll-Cor. 5th July,1817, No. 41-45 is 
recorded a. letter from Mr. Monckton, forwarding a letter to the 
address of the Governor-General, from 'His Highness the N awab 
Nazim, in submitting which, Mr. Monckton observed, thus ,-

" The only point in His Highness's letter which appears to require 
.. particular notice is, the solicitude which His Highness has expressed 
.. to receive from the Governor·General an assurance, that the Com
"pang's Paper. which be been pwrchasea with the Funds of the 
.. Ni4amut, for the declared purpose of defraying the expense of the 
" newly constituted Office, shall be considerea as appertaining to the 
" Nuamut, and not liabls, under a1l9 change qf circutnlltancea, to be 
"a;",erled to pwrpOS88 fOf'eign to the interest qf the hOfJJJe qf J ajfier 
" .Alee Khan. Such an assurance would not, perhaps, be inconsistent 
•• with the principle on which the Fun~ has been formed, while, it 
" would be particularly gratifying to His Highness." 

The Governor-<leneral replied to the letter from His Highness the 
Nawab Nazim, and forwarded it through Mr. Monckton; it ran 
thus,-

" It was matter of satisfaction to me to be able to form the Fund 
" for the payment of the new establishment by appropriating to that 
" purpose the accumulations of difl'erent branches of the Nizamut not 
". expressly destined to other purposes and which could not have been 
" applied to any object 80 truly beneficiaL The money forming the 
" fund thus obtained amounting W seven leos of Rupees ia considered. 
., ana recognu.ea as the inalienable properly qf Your Highnes8' 8 

"FamiW, OfJer and abooe the Si3:teen lacs of Rupee8 per ........ m 
.. assigned for its support " 

The Agency Fund must clearly have been a distinct and separate 
Fund, when the Hon. W. L. Melville, Agent Governor-General, ad
dressed Government on 28th May. 1836, in the following words:-

.. There is at present a peculiar presllUJ'O of business in the English 
" Department of this office-

co 1. The accounts of the Munnee Begum's Deposit Fund • 
.. 2. The Pension Fund. 
"3. The Pension Deposit Fund. 
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.. Temporary aid is therefore required:. I beg I may be empowered 
.. to entertain an • additionaJ writer at 100· Rupees per mensem, to be 
.. charged to tke Agency Fund.''' . 

In a letter dated 1st March, 1836, Sir W. Macnaughten aJludes to 
the severa.! funds which the Hon. W.· L. Melville. in an officiaJ com
munication dated 5th July, '1837, proposed to 'amaJgamate; but as 
the proposition required grave consideration, the Accountant-General 
was referred to, who reported to Government on the 16th December, 
1837, that by a Government Order of the 1st March, 1836, tke Fund8 
had been amalgamated,' which, in his opinion, .. rendered unnecessary 
.. any exhibition of the Agency charges in the accounts of this Govern
.. ment !" This was apparently an opinion derived from Para. II. of 
Sir W. Macnaughten's letter where he states: .. The different sums 
.. composing the Fund formerly set aside for the payment of the ex
.. penses of ' the Agency for the superintendence of the Nizamut 
.. affairs have lately been brought together in the hands of the 
.. Government Agents, and you will hereafter draw upon them 
.. monthly, for the expenses of the Agency 'including your own saJary . 
.. The Government Agents will be instructed to j'wrnish an annual 
.. accownt of. this ~nd directed to this rdJice, instead of the circuitous 
.. plan hitherto' followed of seuding it through the Agent of Moor
.. shedsbad." 

In a letter from the Civil Auditor to the Agent Governol'
Genera.! dated 4th July, 1837, with reference to the charges for 
Agent's saJary, office establishment, and rent, he states:- . 

.. These charges are defrayable out of the interest of the Nizamut 
.. Fund, caJIed the Agencg Deposit Fund, reserved in the Treasury of 
"Government under Order of Government of the 22nd February, 
" 1817, and which is declared to be quite distinct from that denoDli
"nated the Nizamut Deposit ~nd, which is available for general 
"purposes connected with t~ welfare of the Nizamut Family." 

As this Fund was thus declared distinct, it only remains to consider 
,its condition at different periods. 

In Para. 5 of General Raper's letter to the Government of :BengaJ, 
dated 17th April, 1843, after entering generaJly upon the subject of 
the Fund, he states -

.. The different sums set aside for the payment of this Agency were, 
.. under Government Order of the 1st March, 1836, nnaJIy brought 
.. together in the hands of the Government Agents, and on reference 
.. to their account current made up to the 30th April, 1842, a copy of 
.. which was transmitted to me in Mr. (Officieting Secretary) :Bushby's 
.. letter of the 10th August last, I observe that the state of the 
',' Nizamut Fund is adequate to the payment, not only Qf the entire 
~. charge of the Agency. but an annual accwmtllating balance of about 
"Rupees 24,000 is created in favour of tke ~ b!J a 8WJ"plUB of 
"Interest over ElIYf)enditure, as shown in the accompanying state
.. ment of tke Government Securities composing the Nizamut AgenC!J 
" Fwnd." 

Again, Mr. H. Torrens, Agent Governor-General, when addressing 
the Government,of :Bengal on the 1st of February, 1848, on the sub-
ject of the Agency Fund, states :- . . 

.. It appeared that there were Sio. Rupees 12,29,645, ytelding a sur
" plusage annually of Intel'est <;lver Expenditure." 
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And by the Agent ,Governor-General's letter of 27th January. 1853. 
it further appeared that on the 30th April, 1852, the returns showed an 
accumulation of,Rupees 16,47,044-10-5. 

When Sir George MacGregor applied to the Accountant-General on 
the 12th February, 1857, after the Agency was abolished, for informa
tion as to the future custody of the Government Securities and 
ca.~h pertaining to the Agency Fund, he received a reply from the 
Secretary and Treasurer of the Bank of Bengal, enclosing a Power 
of Attorney, afterwards executed by' the Secretary of the Govern
ment of Bengal and the Agent Governor-General, authorizing kim 
(the Secretary and Treasurer) to realiae tke InterlJlJt on tke Govern
ment 8ecuritiea, amounting to Rupees 18,39,100, made over to him 
by the Government Agent on acoount of the Agency (Nizamut) 
Fund. And a letter from the Government of Bengal. No. 2,675, 
dated 30th May, 1857, ordered tke cOMolidation of all BllCh aecuritiea 
tmd directed that "tke intere8t on tklJlJe papers may be invlJIJted 
"from tiIme to time, as it accrues, in tke open Government Loa .. 
" of tke da!J:" thus the numbers and amounts of the Papers were 
altered. . 

In the Sub-Treasurer's letter to the Government of Bengal, No. 680, 
dated 19th N oven;tber, 1860, the following return is given of the 
Agency Fund :- ' 

Assets in Cash on this date, 19th November, 1860, Company's Rupees, -
, 33,969-1-2 

I .. Government Promu80'f'!J Notea. 
1 Note ofl824-25 Sa. Rs. 1,000 
2 ., 1828-29" 13,300 
3 " 1832·33 " 7,35,000 

Sa. Rs. 7,49,300 
1 Note of 1835-36 Cos. Rs. 1,68,500 
1 ,,1842-43,... 7,88,100 
1 ,,1854-55 1,00,900 
2 ,,1856-5'1 92,990 
3 1859-60' 64,800 

Total 

• . Cos. Rs. 

.. 
" 

'1,99,253-6-4 

12,05.200-0-0 

20,38,422-6-6 

At the beginning of 1862, this Fund must have amounted to over 
twenty-one lacs of Rupees, and at the end of 1868 to over twenty-four 
lacs, yielding an interest of at least 10.000 Rupees per menaem, which 
is far beyond the requirements of the Agency, for .the support of which 
this Fund was established. 

By this new arrangement, as before observed, tM fwndB 
Bet apart Jor relWving the Nawab from pecunimry di.fficultiu 



were diverted for the Bupport of an official with a large 
salary, . Sicca Rupees 40,000 (.£4312-10) per annum, 
(page 68), whose duty it would be to wait 'upon the 
Nawab, and watch over tke interests of the Nizamut, 

thus relieving the Governor-General from a duty and 
l'esponsibility which was by courtesy incumbent on him; 
this official was, therefore, designated the Agent Governor. 
General. 

The Fund from which the Agent Governor-General 
was paid was styled the Agency Fund, and amounted 
in 1817, at the time of its formation, to over seven lacs of 
Rupees ('£'70,000) (See Para • .5 of Letter, Page .62), besides 
other ,monies, of which no proper account waa rendered, 
and this Fund invested in Government Securities, con
tinues to exist up to the present day. At the beginning 
of 1860 the Sub-Treasurer to the Government of Bengal 
rendered an account (page '(2) which shows that the 
Agency Fund had then increased to Rs. 20,38,422,6.6 
(£203,842), the interest ~n which at .5 per cent .. must 
have then yielded .£10,192 per annum, a sum .amounting 
to more than four times the present salary pf the Agent; 
besides its accumulations since 1860 ought to be consider
able, and, together with 'otller surplus money, should, in 
honor and justice. be accounted for to the Nawab, accord
ing to tht: terms on which the Fund was originally formed 
(see Page '(0), when His Highness'S great-uncle protested 
against it, u~til he received the following assurance from 
the Governor-General: " The money forming this Fund thus 

obtained, amounting to Beven lacs of Rupees, is considered 

imd recognized as tke i"u;,Uenable property of Your High
ness's family; otler and, ~botlB tke siztBen·lacs of Rupees per· 
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annum a .. signed, for its 8'I)'pport." Mr. Monckton also 

assured that Prince (Page 70) "that the Company'. 

Papers, which were purchased with the Funds of, the 

Nizamut, for the declared purpose of defraying the 

ea:pense of the newly constituted office, would be CO'llt

sidered as appertaining to tke Niliamut, and not liable 

under any change of circumstances to be diverted, to ' 

purposes foreign to the interests of, the House of Jajfi;" 
Ali Khan,", 80 it is reasonable to suppose that all surplus 

should be applied for the benefit of the Nawab and his 
family. 

But as money misapplied seldom produces good results, 
so it is to these Officials that we might trace the many 

annoyances and difficulties that have, been thrown in 
the way of the Nawabs Nazim since 1817, and brought 
about the estrangement that now exists between the 
present Nawab -and the Government of India, which, 

feeling itself bound to follow the representations of its 
own officers, whether right Or "wrong, has been led to 

act on 8ever~ occasions in" the most arbitrary manner, 
and with cruel injustice towards the descendants and 
successors of our oldest and most faithful ally in Eastera 
India. It is to the clearing up of these and -other 
differences that we wish to draw public inquiry, and as 
we desire only to do justice, we 'can but lay the several 
questions open for discussion, so that right-thinking men 
may have an opportunity of deciding whether the acts of 
the Government of India have conduced to impress the 
Princes of that country with the idea that we are a just 
and honorable Nation, and always support the cause of 
right against might, as expressed in Her Most Graciou!! 
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Majesty's Proclamation of 1858 to the Princes, Chiefs, 
and People of India, which we will introduce as our 
subject is continued. 

When Nawab Zyn-oo-deen (or Ali Jah) died with
out legitimate male issue, his hi'other, Nawab WaHah 
Jah, succeeded to the hereditary rights, honours, dignity, 
and privil,eges of the Nizamut or Soubahdarry, under the 
style and title of Boorhan,ul-Moolk, Ehtisham-ood.Dow
lah, WaHah Jah, Syud Ahmud Ali Khan Bahadur, Ma
habut Jung, and received the following assurance of 
good faith and friendship from the Marquis of Hastings ;-

From theMARQtrIs OF H~BTINGS to NAWAB SYUD AHMAD 

ALl KHAN BAHADOOR, Nawab Nawtn oj Bengal, Behar, 
and 07-issa, dated 10th August, 1821. 

On the receipt of the mournful intelligence of the demise of the late 
NAWAll ZYNOODEEN:ALI KHAN BAHADOOB, the elder brother of that 
friend, no time was lost in transmitting a letter of condolence express· 
ing the griefand regret of this person, on the sad and important occasion. 
This person in council has now resolved, to seat that friend, the dear, 
brother of the deceased N awab of Pious memory, on' the Musnud of 
the Soobahadaree of the Soobabs of BENGAL, BEHAR, and ORISSA. In
structions have been according1y issued to Mr. Francis Russell to repair 
to the Court where that friend presides, and on the part of this Govern
ment to invest Your Highness with the Soubahdaree of the three Soobahs 
aforesaid, and in concert with that friend, to fix a day for the ceremony, 
and to determine the style and title, and to report to this per.son. ' 

The fi:ced allowances and other 'llllUtually established points, will 
continue and endure as approved and sanctioned by the Home authorities 
in the life·time of the late Nawab ;-namel!1> sixteen Lacs of Rupees 
annually" according to mode and.al'l'angement settled, and that friend, 
in unison with the members of this Government, may consider pro
per for the distribution of the pensions, and each Sirkar mt11l deem 
right with advertance to the position and circumstances of the connec· 
tions and dependents of the Nizamut, will be as usual remitted in 
monthly issues to that friend. And be assured, that the Government 
will to the utmost of its power afford its friendly counsel and aid in 
promoting the hOMur and dignity, ease, comfort, hOljJpineasand weifare 
of that good fri~nd. persona.lly, and of a.ll members of this family. 

And that friend may be 'assured that, the friendship and goodwill 
evinced by the Government for the late Nawab, withO'Ut dijferencB, be 
joyfully and cheerfully continued to Himself. And that the honours and 
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diatinctiona due to tluJ ea:alted "ank of' Your Highness' family. whose 
credit. co .... equence. dignity, and splendou" are MID combined ira that 
friend, willbe alway. paid andfaitkfully observed. 

(Signed) HAsTINGS. 

It was during the Soubahship of this Prince that the 
most iniquitous measures were introduced by the officers 
of the Government of India for depriving the Nawabs of 

much pecuniary support to which they were by right 
entitled. It was proposed that certain funds should 
be established· out .of the Nizamut Stipend, and be 
placed under the immediate control. of the Government, 

. which could apply them as it wished, or if it thought 
proper, absorb them altogether, and thus bring down 

the social position of the Nawabs Nazim by. accomplishing 
the ruin of the family. 

The following correspondence will give an idea of the 
coercive measures adopted for carrying out the views of 
the Government whereby two new Funds (Munnee Begum's 

and Deposit Funil) were formed, which. were afterwards 
ill 1836 amalgamated, and have since that time swallowed 
up aU the .available resources of the Nawabs Nazim, of 
which the Government has taken the absolute control in 
direct opposition to the terms upon which the Trusts 
were formed. The object of these Funds (apart from 
any desire on the part .of the Company to reduce the 
social status of the Nawabs) was to make up the 
deficiency caused by the misappropriation of the sums 
before set apart, for meeting the extraordinary lia. 
bilities of the Nizamut incurred by the reduction of 
the Annuity, and also for the expenses of new build. 
ings, &c., when (the same) .Mr. Monckton suggested 
that those sums should be absorbed as an Agency Fund 
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to meet the ~stablishment of the office of Agent Governor
General, which post he himself was the· first to enjoy. 
Such is the way in which officials in India have misled 
the Government and done injustice· to both Princes and 

People, and to-this source may in a great measure be 
attributed the several insurrections 'that have taken 
place in that country. 

Mr. Monckton, who was deputed to Moorshedabad for 
the special purpose of reporting on the affairs of the 
Nizamut, in 'his report Iilubmitted a suggestion for the 
appropriation of accumulations. from the ;Nizawut Fund 
as follows :-

.. The unappropriated portion of the. Nizamut Fund assets will 
.. accumula.te at the rate of Sicca Rupees 15,114 per mensem, or 
.. 1,81,368 Rs per annum. It appea.rs to me extremely desirable, that 
.. advafltage should, be takBfl of the prSSBflt conditiofl of the Yu:amut, 
.. to emplo!l these large accumulatifI!J re80Uf'Ce8, as far as practicable, 
.. ifl the constnu:tiofI of a BUitable palace for the N azim,. in the erec· 
•• tion .of proper offices and store rooms, the rebuilding of the public 
.. gdteways, in the completion of the Emamba.rra.h. in the construction 
.. of pucka drains within the precincts of the Killah, in the removal 
',' of the decsyed buildings, and in the applicstion of the mll.teria.ls for 
.. the purpose of strengthening the bank in front of the Pa.Iace yard 
" and other places appertaining to the Killah. The works, of course, 
" must be undertaken in suecession as the Funds become available for 
" prosecuting them, with regularity, to a completion." 

The orders of Government on Mr. Monckton's proposi~ 
tion are contained in the following extract from a letter 
addressed to the Acting Agent :-

.. After providing for aJl the objects above described, and a.fter reo 
.. serving 120,000 Rupees for re-building the la.te Munnee Begum's 
.. apartments, and the construction of a house for the Nawab's brother 
.. the unappropriated Msets, it was expected, wonld amount to 50,000 
" Rupees at the end of December, and continue to a.ccumula.te at the 
" rate of 15,114 Rupees per mensem, or 181,368 Rupees per annum. 

" The objects for which these Funds are intended to provide, are 
"stated, generaJIy, in the concluding para.gra.ph of Mr. Monckton's 
" letter of the 30th December. 

,-
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" The Vice President in Council, however, adverting to the. small 
" amount of the funds which are, at present available for the prosecu
" tion of those objects, deems it advisable to suspend the adoption of 
" measures for commencing auy other works, than those already au
" thorized, until, by a further reservation of the sources of accumnla
" lation, they shall have increased to the extent necessary for prose
" cuting them regularly and witho~t interruption." 

On the Proceedings noted above, is a letter 'from the 

,Agent at Moorshedabad, dated 31st December, 1822, pro
posing the grant of an allowance to the favourite wife of 

the Nazim and to other relations from lapsed stipends of 
Munnee Begum, and showing the flourishing state of the 
Nizamut Finances. 

" The Nizamut accounts for 1226, 27, and 28 having been laid before 
" Government, the Nizamut's cash transactions with Nawab Shum
" shere J ung being adjusted as to the principal sums, the bonds, &c., 
" having been delivered up, and a general account given, though a 
.. detailed one is required, and is now in progress, and Ameeroonniasa 
" Begum put in possession of the Deories, my attention was directed 
" to the intemal arrangement of the Nizamut, together with the pro
" bable claim on the Deposit Fund, and I have now the hononr to 
" submit the result of my inquiries relative to the situation of Hia 
" Highness' family, as also sncb measures as appear, most likely, to, 
"prompt the continuance of the present flourishing state of, the 
" fina.nces. 

"With rega11J. to the Funds from whence these several pensions are 
•. to be derived, I beg to suggest, that, there which will be an excess 
" on the present expenditure (for those to the wife and son of the 
" present N azim are but reversion) being paid from the stipend of the 
" Mnnnee Begum, by which means they will not touch upon such 
" parts of the Deposit Fund which His Lordship in Council may please 
.. to appropriate to the building of the new Palace, &0. &0., and .till a 
" ll1ll'ge ammal ac{)fM1/Mlatirm to tke Fund NJill be eJfected, letWimg an 
" ......... al 8f.VtJing of Rupeea 1,02,600 O!pplicable to /lUClt. PllA'J'o8e. /Z8 

" GOfJermnetOt, ma!! deem moat expedient." 

The following extract is taken from the letter addressed 

by the Governor-General to ,the Nawab Nazim, proposing 
to His Highness the investment in Government Securities 
of these and other accumulatIons in the Collector's 
Treasury for the benefit of the family :-
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"You must be aware, that 'his Go.'em",.n' hM 6een constantly 
"an.n .... to pr.mot. the welfare and splend.ur of y.ur fanlily, witb 
" due advertence to the claims of its numerous connexions and depen
.. dents, and that several measures have, at different times, been 
" instituted t.() effect this salutary object. 1;hus, in 1802, a Committee 
" was appointed of severaJ gentlemen for the purpose of examining the 
" various heads of expenditure and introducing economica.l reforms in' 

_ .. the Nizamut. The OIN'angements auggested bg that Oommittee -were 
" carried into execution with. the approbation as well of His Higk.nes • 
.. the Nawab Jjabur Jung, tk.en Nazim, as the British. Gooernment • 
.. They Qomprehended a revision and fresh settlement of each Serishtah 
" of the Establishment and of the a.llowances to be drawn by a.ll the 
"dependents. The settlement introduced on tk.at occasion h.as con
"tinued to th.is dOl!J. Again, after the death of the Munnee Begum, 
"Mr. J. Monckton was deputed to Moorshedabad to settle some 
" important matters, and he continued there some time. At his sug
'C gestion, the lapsed stipends of the Mllnnee Begum, with some items 
"of the same kind, were set apart to accumulate, so as toJorm a Fund 
" applicable to the building oj a auitable PalaceJor the Nazzm, and tu 
"Jwrnish. mOlN'iage portionsJor the Jemales oftheJamilg besides other 
"assistance to the diff'erent member. of the Nizamut. This arrange
" ment continued till the lamented death of your late brother, Syud 
" Zynoodeen, in the year 1821. 

" It appears that a portion of the savings and lapsed stipends,' which 
" have been appropriated for the exigencies of the Nizamut l'uhbeels, 
"accumulste in the Nizamut after the entire monthly a.llowances are 
" drawn from the Oollector's Treasury, but the stipends of the late 
u,Munnee Begum, amounting to 12,000 Rupeea per mensem, remain 
.. in deposit with the Oollector, and has been accumulsting there for 
" Bome years. . 

"The accounts transmitted by the late Agent show; that the entire 
" amount of the appropriations of this description was, in 1226, two 
" lakhs and eighty thousand; in 1820, about two lakhs and eighty; and 
c. that in 1228, amounted to no less than three Jakhs of Rupees per 
c, annum, and, had the whole been properly k~pt inviolate, that sum 
.. should have been forthcoming for the year. 

"With regard, however, to the futwre accumulation on 
" account of the Deposit F:und, I propose that they should be 
" kept wholly in the Oollector's Treaswry, and invested in 
;C Securities of the British Goverrvment as the funds may 
" accrue, and the present amount, which approaches to near 
" three lakhs of Rupees per annum, seems unnecessarily 
" large, on which account, should you agree to allow the ac
" cumulation to proceed in the Oollector's Treaswry, I pro
" pose to limit the amount to two lakks, zeavitng you tke 
" remainder to meet tke ezpense of the daughters of His late 
" Highness and others which have been recently recommended 
"by you, and all 'other ckarg~8 heretofore allowed from the 
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tc Fund, but witl, full liberty to appropriate any /JJJcess to 
"purposes connected witk tke splendour and credit of your 
" eJJalted station." 

The following is a copy of the instructions issued to 
the Accountant-General :-

" I am directed by the Ho~orable thO' Governor;General in Council 
.. to transmit the enclosed extract from instructions this day addressed 
c, to the Governor-General's.Agent at Moorshedabad, from which yon 
" will perceive that it i. ,h. inltnlion of Go".rn7llent '0 in" •• ' imme' 
" dialely in Company'. Paper Ih • • un. oj .i" laM. of Rupe .. of the 

, .. amount accumulated in the Treasury of the Collector of Moorsheda
" bad Oil account of the .'tip ... d of the lal. Munn •• -Begum • 

.. You will be pleased to issue the requisite instructions on the 
" subject to the Collector, and desire that ke will h.reafler keer- tke 
" acc.unt of'th. d'po.it and of all (ur,I& .. acc .. m .. lali .... of Ih ••• am. 
" dipmd, entir./y dilliinct from o,h .. deposit. made occll8ionally in his 
"Treasury on account of Members of the Nizamut under.temp"rary 
.. arrangements of various kinds . 

.. Eventually, the FUtld about "Il .. ded to will b. increa.ed, when 
" due intimation will. of course, be furnished to yourself and to the 
" Collector. 

" Instructions will be sent to the Government Agents at Calcutta. to 
"receive the amount to be transmitted from Moorshedaba.d, and to 
.. invest it in Government Securities." 

~h!l following is, a copy of the instructions to the 
Government..,Agent above alluded to:-

"Government having determinell to invest in Public 8ecwritiea tluJ 
"aum qf ai:r talc,., qf Rupees, now lying in deposit in the Treasury of 
"the Collector of Moorshedabad on account qf the Nizam .. t. I am 
" directed to instruct !Iou to receive the sum when remitted to Calcutta 
.. by that Officer. and to purcluue suck 8ecwritiea as gou mag deem 
.. moat advantageous. The propriety of making the purchases with 
" 8.8 little delay as possible need not be pointed out to you. 

" The interest that mag accumulate i8 to be re-in"ested 8.8 received, 
.. and the Paper is to be at the disposal of Government, 8.8 it may be 
.. required for purp08es connected wit,. the Nizamut. The order for 
.. this purpose will be communicated from this department." 

No further orders appear on record on the subject of 
this Fund. The accumulations from the lapsed atipenda 
of Munnee Begum from the year 1823, when the six lakhs 
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were ordered to be investeu in Government Securities, 
were as proposed pyMr. Monckton, held in reserve for 
making the new Palace, the Imambarrah, and ether 
buildings of the Nizamut.. These buildings have now 
been completed, and the- cost of their construction is said 

. to have exceeded sixteen lacs of Rupees! 
On the subject of future investment of the accumula

tions from the lapsed stipends of the late Munnee Begum, 
and the re-investment of the interest accruing upon all 
sums so invested in Government Securities for the 

Nizamut, the intentions of Go~ernment appear sufficiently 
clear from the extracts given above, particularly the one 
from. the letter to the Accountant-General. 

The following is an extract from the instructions issued 
to the Agent in reply, date 28th February, 1823, regarding 
the formatton of both Funds:-

From H, T. PRJNSEP, ESQ., Persian· Secretary to 
Government, to the AGENT GOVERNOR-GENERAL, Moor~ 
shedabad. 

Fort William, 28th February, 1823. 
22. It remains to notice the p~positi~n contained in the 5th Para

graph of Mr. Ricke~t's letter of the 19th Dec., viz., that certain 
charges incnrred by His late Highness amounting in the aggregate to 
80,138 should similarly be defrayed from the Deposit Fund. 

23, Upon examining the items it appears to the Governor-General 
in Council that they are all of a personal nature that must have been 
actually defrayed before the accession of His present, Highness. None 
of them remain as debts now due by the Nizamut, and as none of 
them aTe entered in the Nizamut accounts the 1'llason is apparent, viz., 
that His late Highness conceived them to be of that desoription of 
charges to be paid by himself, personally, either from his allowance 
under the head of privy purse, or from ~he wealth that had come to 
him by inheritance. 

24. It seems to the Governor-General in Council that Government 
might with equal propriety be called upon to replace every item ex
pended by His late Highness from his privy pUl'Se allowance, and to 
make over the a.ccumulat.ion of that allowan~e untouched 88 a sacred 
inheritance of the Nizamut" as to sanction the particular charges 

G .. 
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claimed in this instance. Had debt been incul'l'Cd to meet them, and 
had the Nizo.mut bee)!. made over to His present Highness with an 
empty Treasury, in consequence, or ,otherwise embarrassed by the 
extravagance of his predecessor, this claim to relief from the' Fund 
provided for such exigencies might have beeu de$erving of considera. 
tion; but in the present instance His Highness succeeded to an ac('u· 
mulated trellSure, from which his predecessor might have appropriated 
as many lacs as the statement shows him to have done tens of thou· 
sands; and Government would neither have jelt itseif interested in tke 
expenditure, nor. called upon to replace the amoOnt, You will be 
pleased to take an opportunity of explaining to His Highness the light 
in which these charges have been regarded by Government. 

25. You will haye gathered from the above observations and orders 
that the Governor-General in Council is not disposed to grant the Inc 
of Rupees solicited for the N izamut in the sixth Paragraph of Mr. 
Rickett's letter above alluded to for the purpose of enabling His High
ness to renew his establishments. The plan tif re8erving this Fund 
was adopted with a view to place in the handl oj Government a means 
(lj relieving any·exigencies in which the jamily might be involved, as 
well as tif portioning the dau,ghters, and providing buildings or other 
operations oltke kind. involving a present sacrifice oj capital. 

26. If the Nizamut were destitute of other resources, the claim to 
assistance for an outlay of the kind now suggested might be admiss
able; but while it enjoys the advantage tif inheriting the wealth oj its 
dependents and thus becomes enriched from menns in which other 
branches of the family are debarred from part.jcipating, it Beems just 
that the aid of the Fund shall rather be extended to assist those who 
have otherwise nothing besides their monthly stipend to look to. 
This prineiple it will be right to e"'plain to His Highness in order tl,at 
he may not consider the refusal as an ungracious act dictated by a 
desire to avoid contributing to the restoration oj the splendour oj the 
(Jourt oj Moorlkedabad than' whick nothing can bejurther jrom the 

o intention oj GovJI<nment. 
27, It may, at the same time be hinted that the wealth inherited by 

His Highness\from his brother could not possibly be better bestowed 
than in rest{)ring the equipages and other establishments of the N izn· 
mut to creditable state. Considering the amount· already known by 
Government to have come into His, Highness' hallds, it is, in the 
judgment of the GoveMlor.General in Council. quite impossible. that 
the whole should have been expended. and could he suppose this to be 
the case. the circumstance would lead to his witholding from His 
Highness that confidence in his discretion and prudence which alone 
would justify an advance of ~he kind solicit-ed in the present instance. 0 

28_ It is to be remembered, moreover, that His Highness has very 
recently come mto possession of the wealth of the late Valiida Begum 
and though the Debt due to the Nizamut hy the Seits may not, 
perhaps, have been actually recovered. there can, it is presumed, be 
no doubt of its ultimate realization. 

29. The above instructions leave the IIccumulations oj the Munnpe 
Begum' 8 atipend in the Treasury oj the (Jollector entire~'I untouched. 
th~ whole will consequently be open to be appropriated in the manner 
GotJernment may deem most equitable and proper jor tlte benefit of 
tke Ni:zamut. . 
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30. At the close of 1225 this fund is stated to have amounted to 
Rs. 3,17,573, but in this s11ndry deposits are ,included on account of 
the pension of Khulee Coollah and the lilee, which cannot be considered 
as part of the Fund. The 'accumulatiou of the Munnee Begum's 
stipend alone after' that date seems 'to have been Rs. 3,14,500, add to 
that amount the accumulation during the three years 1226,-27-28, 
and there is fG fund of Rs. 7,46,503 actually forthcoming in the 
Collector's Treasurg. It remains to determine the mode of appro
priRt,ing this sum. 

31. You are, of course, aware that Governmlfnt are in a manner 
pkdged fo provide a suitable Palace for His Highnesl1, and that a large 
portion of the abov,e sum will be required for this purpose. As the 
advances of the building will. however, require to be made' gradually, 
and the same fund will go on accumulat!ng as heretofore, it cannot be 
necessary to reserve the large Hoating balance suggested in the 8th 
Paragraph of Mr. Ricketts' letter; but oftke seven lacs and a kalj, 
six lacs mag safely be invested in Public Securities for the benefit of 
the Nizamut, the Governor·General in Council accordingly desires 
that that amount may be forthwith remitted to the Government Agents 
at the Presidency for the purpose of being invested to the best advan
tage. rhe requisite instructions will be sent to the Collector and other 
officers of the Territorial Department, and the paper will be held in 
deposit in the same manner as that provided for the payment of the 
expense of the establishment of your office. ' 

32. It remains now to point out to you that the views of Govern
ment for the future regulation of the control to be ,exercised by you 
over the expenses of the Nizamut, and the fooj;ing on which it is pro
posed to place His Highness in this respect. 

33. Nothing can be more' vexatious and unsatisfactory than the pre
sent system under which His Highness is compelled to furnish Annual 
Accountsfor Government to audit. The system owed it~ origin to the 
embarrassed state of the ~iz8mut, and to the desire of Government to 
lend the weight of its authority to enforce certain economical riforms 
deemed at the time necessarg for its rettef. Now, k,owever. that the 
same moti!!e ,does not elXist for interference, it sJlems to the Governor
General in Council that it would be very desirable to 'withdraw from 
any minute supervisio~, and to' confine the Agent' 8 duty to that of 
ascertaining that every Momber of the Family receives his due. It 
might, perhaps, be sufficient for tillS purpose 'that the Agent should 
be ready to receive and inquire into all complaints, under a declaration 
to His.Highness, that in case the payment of anyone's stipend should 
be delayed, or of any legitimate demand being witheld, the Govern
ment would sepnrate the allowance, or a fair equivalent for it, if not 
a money allowance, and pay it from the Public Treasury direct. It 
Beems, however, desirable that your office should possess the meanB of 
settling the dues of all the Members of the Nizamut in case of dispute, 
and therefore a registrar of the present distribution of the s~veral 
neads of charge oIhould be formed M expeditiously as possible, WIth a 
due regard to correctness. The preparation of this record is st:ated to 
be already in progress. and in case of any .difficulty in procur.mg the 
information ,required to form if from the officers ~f the N UZIm, ~he 
Governor-General in Council is aware of no o~iectIon to your calling, 
on the parties in ea.ch instance to state their respective rights. 

_ • G ~ 
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34. Upon the formation of the· register in question, the Governor
General in Council is of opinion that the requisition of Annual Accounts, 
.in detail, may be wholly discontinued, and an (lrrangement being made 
for the adjustment and witholding of the amount appropriat_d to the 
lJeposit Fnnd, that tI,e remainder may safely be delivered to His 
Highness to be di,bursed according to his pleasltre under tI .. responsi
bUity above described. It will then suffice to require His Highness 10 
deliver in a statement of the gross expc\lditure arranged under the 
general heads according to the register, as an assurance that the ap
propriation has been made according to it, or is reserved for the pur
pose, but without exhibitiug any detail. This will be of USIl to P"o
vent the matter from falliug wholly out of view, and will further enable 
Government to remove the requisit.ion of more exact' accounts, should 
circumstances render it expedient to do so. . 

35. It ia by no means the des;"e of Government to increaae indefinitely 
the appropriations for tI,e benefit of. the' lJeposit Fund. Tlleir net 
amounts seems at 'Present to exceed two laca of Rupees after allowing. 
for all the augmentations and appropriations sanclioned. Tltia is one 
e~9hth of the entire. Nizamut Stipend, and the Governor· General in 
Council would not wish to make it larger. At the same time he con
ceives it will be unadvisable ever to reduce the Fund below one [(lC and 
a half, or at any rate to trench On the amount of the Munnee Begum' 8 

Stipend Rs. 1,44,000 which hasfor so long a time been set apart for 
the purpose. 

36. Mr. Ricketts, in his letter dated the 31st December, proposes to 
make the following permanent allowances out of the e.xisting Fnnd. 

'Per mensem. 
To Hie Highness' eon 
To his mother, the Begum 
To His late Highness' three daughters, 

twenty-live of )l('ch . • . 
To seven concubmee of His late Highness 

Re. 1500 
" 2300 

.. 750 
700 

. Re. 5,250 

Per annum. 
Rs. 18,000 

... 27,600 

" 
" 

9,000 
8,400 

Re.63,000 
" 27,600 

Re. 35,4.00 

37. Of these the only one de.erving speNal notice is that proposed 
for the Begum of His pt"eRent Highness. It is quite unUB'llal to make any 
'public provi.ionforthe wife of the reigning Nuzim, and though this was 
done in the case of the DI)olhin Begum as a special indulgence to His 
late Highness, the Govemor·General thinks, ne>ertheless, that the point 

. cannot be conceded in the present instance wit hout establishing a very 
inoonvenient precedent, His Highness will befree to make any appro
priation in the Begum' 8 favour that he may desire, and it u,ilt be 
better that she should feel indebted to His Hi.'Ihnes8' bounty, and sub
ject to his pleas.are in regard to her prot'ision, mther than that it 
should be guaranteed to her independently of his will. 

3!!. Deducting this stipend, tlterelore, the proposed I1nnual appro-
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priations will stand at Rs. 85,400, which tIle Governor-General in 
Council h8s no hesitation in sanctioning. 

39. It remains to ascertain the actual amount that will remain dis
posable. In this, however, there is a difficulty from the want of any 
distinct report on the subject of the late Valida Begum and her es
tablishments. Putting wholly out of this question any advantage to 
the fund that may eveutually arise from the promotion of Ameeroonissa 
Begum to that dignity, it would seem from the accounts of 1228 that 
there exists a fimd of Rs. 2,57,713, which by the addition of the 
stipend enjoyed by His Highness as presumptive heir, becomeS' 
Rs. 2,75,713. This again being charged with the payment of the 
Munnee Begum's establishment (&s. 2_5074) and with succeeding 
authorised augmentation (9830) is reduced to Rs. 2,40,809 from whiclt 
amount tl", stipenth abo"e aut40med bei"g deducted, lite available 
:Fulld will staNd at Rs. 2,05,409. 

40. In consideratio .. of tlte Brim" Oo" ...... meut w'tMralJ1ing from 
tlte i"terferMCe flOW exercised i .. auditing the accoullt .. of His H'g"
nes .. , lite Oov ...... o,.- Gerteral in OourtCit t"ink .. it will be rtece .... ary aNd 
fIOt too muc" to ezpect t"at His Highlle8S should conse"t to allow the 
abo"e e"ti,.e sum of Rs. 2,05,409, or say two lacs of Rupees to accu
mulate i .. lite Oollmor's Treasury. 

41. The Britis" Oover .. mertl will i.. t!.at case u"dertake the pay
ment i .. futurefrom t!.at fu .. d of all c"arge .. for new buildi"gs or 
otlter expenses legitimately claimable from it aNd furMer wilt reli .. -
quis" all desire to irterea.WI the fuNd. pledgi .. g itrelf 0" tlte lapse of 
any future stipetld, to consider tlte suggestioftS of His H'g""68S as to 
its allotment, and acept uuder special circumstanc"8s which may 
demand a different appropriation to assign tlte w40le for tlte benefit of 
tM family anfl its dependents. , ' 

42. You will be pleased to take an early opportunity of ascertaining 
tM sentiments of His Hig"""ss on t"" subject of tfl." abov" propositiOlI. 
Should the plan be adopted, His Highuess will no longer have any 
interest in witholding information of the decease of any stipendiary 
from the fear t,hat the occasion will be taken to effect a saviug in the 
distribution of his allowances. !.is patronage QNd influence amongst tile 
members of tM Nizamut will be stre"gtltened by th" knowledge t!.at 
"is rtJCOmmeNdations i" he"alf of indi"iduals will be sure of due atten
tion. On the other hand, a securit!/ ,,-ill be given tlil tlte FuNd which 
it did not possess while thl accumulation of a large proportion of it 
was allowed to be made in the N izamut Treasury, and tlie confineme"t 
of tlte control of tlte Agent to tM investigation of complaints for the 
.wn-pa!lmBnt of autl.orized stipends or other advalltages, will remo,,11 
tile cliiBf moU"1I of dijferenCtJ bet_ell t"at ojJicer aNd the Nazim. The 
arrangement will thus promote a better understanding between them, 
besides IISoving an infinity of trouble to all parties. 

43. You will be pleased to submit ,your own sentiments on the 
above propositions along with those of Ris Highness.. . • 

44. It only remains to notice a few suggestions of mferlOr nuport
ance. In the eleventh paragraph of Mr. Ricketts' letter, dnted 31~t 
December, it is proposed to pay to the Bhow Begum from t,lle DepOSIt 
}'wld 10,000 rupees in part of the accUinulated ~"rs. o~. an . allow
ance of 300 rupees for Meer Sillnanee's expenses, WhlCh lt IS s8.1d was 
never paid. 
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45. On tills point, the Governor·General in Council remarks that 
the Bhow Begum, if she did not receive the advantage provided for 
her eithew in the money allowance or in some other shape, was at 
liberty to have applied to the Governor·General's agent, who would, 
of course, have taken measures in the lifetime of His late Highnoss 
to enforce the provision made in her favour. If she has neglected to 
do so for so many years, that circumstance will give her no claim on 
'the Deposit Fund; but, on the other hand, if she can show that the 
allowance has been actually accumulating in th~ Nizamut Treasury, 
Government will be prepared to enforce its restoration. 

46. With respect to the suggestion contained in the 12th and 
following paragrahs of. Mr. Rickett's letter above alluded to the 
Governor-General in Council is of opinion that it will be the 
most advantageous plan in every respect to maintain the existing 
arrangements under which Mir Ghalib Ali Khan is vested with the 
charge of the Treasuries of the Nizamut aud ltaie Gunga Dhar controls 
tl:te offices df Accountant as Naib Dewan. In confirmation of these 
appointments, you will be pleased to confer Khilluts on beth the above 
individuals, and charge the same in your Contingent Bill. 

47. The Governor-General in Council does not think that the pro
position of Mir Ghalib Ali to tke permanrmt situation of Dewan should 
be encouraged; on the contrary, in confen'ing the Killuts above 
&anct,ioned, it may be advisable to be careful that both are of precisely 
. the same degree. . 
, 48. With respect to the matter stated in the 15th paragraph of Mr. 
Rickett's letter, the Governor-General in Council conceives it by no 
means improbable that the opposition and jealousies excited by the 
elevation of Ameeroonissa Begum may be fomented under hand by the 
party heretofore 80 decidedly opposed to her. He trusts they will dis
appear when partie. are convinced of the inefficiency of such intrigues 
to affect the determination of Government. It will. of course, be your 
duty to avoid encouraging the existing disunion by too readily listening 
to the disparagin~communications regarding each other, which will b~ 
eagerly obtruded on your attention. . 

49. The Report promised by Mr. Ricketts on the alTangement of 
the Decrees consequent on the promotion of Ameeroonissa, will, of 
course. be anxiously expected. 

50. It is the intention of the Governor-General to address a letter 
direct to His Highness on the subject of th1! arrangements proposed 
above This will be prepared and forwarded to you for delivery iu the 
course of a few days. In the meantime, you will have the opportunity 
of making yourself fully master of the intentions of Government, and. 
it has hence not been thought necessary to delay the dispatch of this 
letter until the preparation of the Documents, &c. It will, of course, 
be proper to delay any direct ("ommunication with His Highness on the 
subject until its arrival. 

, I have, &c., 
(Signed) H. T. PnINSEP, 

Peraian Secretary to Government. 
Fort William, 28th January, 1823. 
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.From the above letter (Para. 28, 29, and 30), it will be 
observed that after the establishment of the Agency 
Fund in 1817 (Page 60), the allowance of Her Highness 
Munnee Begum (£14,400 per annum) had been allowed 
to accumulate in the Collector's Treasury without a 
fraction of the Nizamut debts having been paid there
from, as originally intended-the amount immediately 
available was found to be. Rupees 7,46,503 (£74,650), 
and of this amount £14,650 was set apart for building 
. a new palace for His Highpess, and' the remainder, 
£60,000, was invested in Government securities, bearing 
interest for the benefit of the Nissamut. This fuud was 
called Munnee Begum's' Fund, and ought. to have been 
accounted for with interest to His Highneiis ·the Nawab 
or his heirs-at-Iaw, as well as all lapsed stipends which by 

'the terms of Paras. 26, 30 and 41 of the above letter 
belonged to His Highness, but were·' never paid to 
him. 

It may be noticed from Paras.' 33 and 34 that after 
all the trouble and expense attendant on the appoint
ment of the. officer kno'Yn as Agent Governor-General, 

.. for the purpose of adjusting the Nizamut accounts, 
those accounts appell;red to be in still greater confusion 
than before, and accordingly, instead of economizing by . 
abolishing the office of Agent, it was proposed by the 
Governor-General that a new plan of retrenchment should 
be adopted by which, instead of paying Munnee Begum's 
allowance of £14,400 into the Collector's Treasury at Moor
shedabad, and allowing it to accumulate there for the 
benefit of the family; t.hat amount should be retained by 
the Government, and absorbed as a sinking fund and in 
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addition (Paras. 36, 37, 38, 39, and 40) it may be 

observed that further sums which before had been entirely 
at His Highness's disposa~ were also set apart by the 
Government for the purpose of bringing up the amount 
to two lacs of Rupees ('£20,000) per annum, which the 
Governor General suggested should be allowed by the 
Nawab to accumulate in the Collector's Treasury" in 

considm-ation of the British Govm-nment withdrawing from 

the intm-fm-ence e:lJercised in auditing the accounts oJ His 

Highness" (Para. 41) thE.' British Gover~ment undertook 
",the payment in future from that fund of all charges for 

new buildings or other ezpenses legitimately claima~le from 

it," and further agreed "to relinquish all de$ire to increase 

the fund, pledgi,,!g itself on the, lapse of any future stipend 

to c~nsider ,the suggestions of His Highness as to its allot. 

ment, and ezcept u1bder special circumstances, which might 

'demand a diffm-ent appropriatiO'/~, to assign ,the whole for, 

the benefit of the family and its dipendents;" how far this 
pleage has been acted up to, will apIlear hereafter. 

This Fund, 1J!lich like the others, was est~blished by 
coercion (see Correspondence, Pages 56, .79, 82), was 
considered as "the Sac,ed Inheritance of the Nizamut 
Family," and styled the Deposit Fund. Its accu\Ilula.tions 
of '£20,000 per annum from the time of its formation in' 
1823 must have rapidly amounted to a vast sum, for 
which the British Government as Trustees were res. 
ponsible, and 'perhaps it was this fact that led the 
Governor.General, Lord Dalhousie, in 1854, to arbitrarily 
declare that "no more of the Oapital of the Deposit Fund 

should be invested, but that thenceforward it should be con· 
sidered'a _e book debt bearing no intm-est," with a view 
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of reducing the liability of the Inuian Government, whicll, 
having" taken up?n itself tqe entire·control of the Fund, 
was responsible to the Nawab f~r aU accumulations by 
interest or otherwise, rc over and above the two lacs of 
rupees (£20,000) per annum," set apart for its purposes: 
for it was distinctiy st~tea by the Governor-Ge~eral, 
when the fund was formed, that His Highness would be 
at "full liherty to appropriate anyezcess (over and above 
cc two lacs of rupees per annum) to purposes connected 

cc with tke splendor and credit of His Exalted Station." 

(Page 80.) 
No further pecuniary advantage was taken of the 

Nizamut by the Company during the lifetime of Nawab 
Wa.llah Jah, but after his death the work of spoliation 
was again "proceeded with, and all the sacred pledges, 
given to him were Ret aside without regard to the result
the ultimate ruin of ike Nawabs Nassim and their families. 

On the death of Nawab WaHab Jah, his 'son, Nawab 
Humayoon Jab (the father of the present Nltwab) 
ascended the musnud, as the Nazim a.nd Soubahdar of 
the three Provinces, under the style and title of Shoojah
ul-Moolk, Ihtisham:ood-Dowlah, Humayoon Jah, Syud 
Mobaruck Ali Khan Babadur, Feroze Jung, a.nd received 
the following assurances of devoted' attachment and 
friendship from th~ severa.l Governors-General who 
conducted the Government of the Provinces 'during his 

reign of thirteen years :-

Prom LORD Al\{H~RST' to NAWAB SYUD MOBARUCK 

ALI KHAN BEH.Ai>OOR FEROZE. JUNG, NAWAB NAZIl\{ 

of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, dated Htl, January, 18l:!5 • 

.. Trnl~. on th.e receiving of the joyful inteJligen~ of the happy 
.~ installation of Your Highnos8 on the C"ahaf'·bal"'~ (throne) of 
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"ancestral authority, the budding-of joy of this friend so bloomed 
.. with delight, that to' describe one of its thous .. nd blossoms or to 
ec dress a,. single rose from the bough in just array, is beyond the 
ec flowers of rhetoric. ,_ 

cc May HE who is high and.holy consecrate and prosper this aus
ec picious event, so happily commenced, and completed to the credit 
cc and honour of Your Highness, and the dependents of Your exa.!ted 
ec family, and long preserve You in hca.!th and felioity. 

cc Your Highness may be assured, that the ,.egular fixed allowances, 
.. and .other 1I1 .. tually settled points will r.main, and continue as ap
cc proved and sanctioned by the Home Authorities in the time of the 
"late NAWAli SVUD AHMUD ALI KHAN BBHADooB, that good friend's 
"noble father :-namelg, Sixteen Laks of Rupees per annum, in 
" reference to t,he regulation and arrangement which have been fixed, 
Cc and Your Highness may in future consider proper to concert witk 
" the Members ,oJ this Govt'f'1l'11lent Jar tke distrib"tioll oj the pensions 
ec according to tke judgment oj botk Sircars, suitable to the condition 
.. of the dependents of the Nizamut, will be issued as usua.l in monthly 
.. portions, to that friend • 

.. And every mark of friendship and regard shewn by this Govern
"ment to the late Nawab will, without difference, be cheerfully and 
ec joyfully continued to Your Highness, and tke ,.espect due to thlJ 
" ,.ank, and the honours, and distinctions appf"tJpriate to tke higk alld 
.. eminentJamilg oJ Your Highness, whereof the elevation, splendour, 
" conduct, and direction now centre in Your Highness, will be alwags 
Cc leept i" "iew a"d obse,.oed. 

" (Signer!) AMHERST." 

To His Highness NAWAB -SHUJA-UL-MuLR, EHTEI!IHAM

uD.DoWLAH HUMAYOO;N JAH, SYYUD MOBARUCK ALEE 

KHAN BAHADUR FEROZE JUNG. 

My honored and va.lu~d. Friend, 
Being desirous of returning to England, I some time sinoe expressed 

my request to be relieved from the charge of the Supreme Government . 
of the British possessions in India, and it is my intention to embark 
for Europe about the middle ot next month. 

I have not yet heard whether any individua.! has been appointed to 
succeed me from England, but should no one arrive in that capacity 
before my departure, Sir Charles Metca.lfe, who has received a provi. 
siona.! appointment to that effect, will succeed me in the offioe of 
Governor-General. and will exercise, until further orders, the im· 
portant functions of the high office. 

In like manner, the Honorable Mr. Blunt will in that case exercise 
the powers of Governor of ~he A~ra Presidency. . 

It is a source of great satIsfactIon for me to reflect that durmg my 
. residence in India, tke intimate cOllnectio" to"ie" kappily subsists 
betlDeen Your Highness and tke. Honorable Compa"g kaB been 
at,.engtkened and COlijirmed, and of no loss gratification to know that in 
my successor Your Highness will experience the same disposition to 
cultivate and improve tke ezisti"fl karmang ana good underatanaj"!1 
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iet_ tM tloo Got-H'ame..u, alll aD ;"'fJWlaU tJdWt!flCt! to tM 
e"!l0gemt!ffJ~ i!l tohic4 YOIIl' K'9"_- alll t4e HoJl()f'tlbk Compa,,!! flI'e 
indissoluhf!l ""D".,.,ted. 

Your Highness may be asstD'E'd that no distance of time, nor local 
situation will impair the sentiments of pel'8Onai respect aud esteem 
which I entertain towards you, or diminish my eolicitude for the con
tinuance of Your Highness's prosperity. happiness and welfare. 

In conclusion, [ beg to express the high consideration I entertain 
for You,r Highness, and to subscribe myself 

Your Higlmess's sincere Friend, 
(Signed) G. W. BENTINCX. 

Fort WilI.is.m, 24th February, 1835. 

To Hill Highness N~wAB SBU.JA·UL-"MULX EBTESBAlII

uD·DoWLAB, HUMAYOON JAB, SYYUD MOBAII.UCX ALEK 

. KBANN BAHADOOB FEBOZE JONG. 

My honoured and valued Friend, 
Your Highness has no doubt been apprized through the ordinary 

eources of intelligence, of my Domination to the charge of the Honour
able Company's poasessions in India. 

I han' now the honour to inform Your Highness that I aITived at 
Fort William on the 4th of March, and ~t I have taken charge of 
the office of Governor-General of India. 

Your Highness may he assured that I _ col'dially disposed to 
fI!4iat-ai.. tM reiatwfUI of EaI'fII()"!I and Friendship 8Ubsiati"!J ietwnD 
tM two States, to establish the utmost degree of individual friendship 
with Your Highnees, and to seek the confidence of all the States and 
Chiefs of Hindostan and the Deccan, b!l G IICI'ftptdcfUI adlert!flCt! to 
.. waisti,,!! eRfIag-u #nd to t4e obligatio,.. of Puhlic Fait4 and 
Eo_I'. 

In conclusion, I beg to express the high consideration I entertain 
for Your Highness, and to eubscribe myself 

Your Highness's sincere Friend, 
(Signed) AUCXLAND. 

Fort William.. 7th March, 1836. 

To Hill High'MB8 NAWAB SBU.JA-UL-"MULX ERTESBAH

un-DOWLA.H, HUlIIAYOON JAB, SYYUD MOBABUCX ALEE 

lUuJr BEBADUB FEROZE JUNG, G.O.H. 

My honoured and valued Friend, 
I have learned by Dispatehes received overland from England the 

mournful intelligence of the death of His Most Gracious Maje$ty King 
William the Fourth, whom, after a happy and prosperous reign of 
seven years. it pleased the Almighty to call to his Merey on the 20th 
of June, in the year of Our Lord; One thousand Eight hundred and 
Thirty-eeven. 

l'he late Sovereign, by his many exoollont qualities •. had groatly 
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endeared himself to his subjects, who deeply and unanimously lament 
his loss. 

]3y the demise of His late Majesty, the Imperial Crown of the 
Ullited Kingdom of Great Brit",in and Ireland has solely and right
ftilly come to the High and Mighty Princess Alexandrina Victoria,. 
niece of the late So.vereign, who has been duly proclaimed by the 
Grace of God, Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Irel!1nd and Defender of the Faith. May Her reign be prosperous. 

Considering Your Highness as 11 sincere friend of the British Govern
ment, I have deomed it necessary to cOlnmunicate the above circum
stance for Your information. 

In conclusion, I beg to express the high consideration I entertain 
for Your Highness, and to subscribe myself 

Your Highness's sincere friend, 
(Signed) .AUCKLAND. 

Fort William, 11th September, 1837. 

To His High.ness NAWAB SHUJA-UL-MuLK EllTESHAM
uD-DoWLAH, HUMAYOON JAR, SYUD MOBARUCK ALEE 
KHAN BAHADUR FEROZE JUNG, G.C.H. 

My honoured and valued Friend,' 
I am much concerned at being obliged to inform Your Highness, 

that I am unllble to realize the pleasure I had anticipated of vis.ting 
you on my way up the country. 

There is so little water in the River at this sellBon of the year, that 
it has been found impracticable for my boats to proceed up the 
Bhagurathi, and I hllve, therefore, been compelled to go vid the 
,Soonderbunds. This is a great disappointment to me, but I trust that 
I lllay be mOl'e fortunate on my return, and tbat I shall then have 
leisure to converse with you fully on all matters connected wit4 l"0Uf' 

interest.. ..... 
My Friend, I have received your letter on the subject of your recent 

misunderstanding with my Agent. To dwell upon such unplellBant 
topics can be attended with no benefit. I had' dismissed the rnllttor 
from my mind; and I trust that Your Highness will forget all that has 
llRppened. My Agent, I reel assured, from his recent communica
tions, entertains for you the same friendly sentiments as before, anti my 
regard for Y 0Uf' Higl/,nes. is undimini8~d. . 

.In conclusion, I beg to express the high consideration I entertuin 
for Your Highness, and to subscribe myself 

Your Highness's sincere friend, 
(Signed) AUCKLAND. 

Fort William, 20th October, 1837. 

From the first of the above letters, and the expressions 

used in the second and third of the "existing harmoDY 

and good understanding between tho two Govornmcutij/' 
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and "the relations of Harmony and Friendship sllb-

. sisting between the two States," it is evident: that the 

Na.wa.b was recognized as a Sovereign and Independent· 

Prince, and again the further assurance conta.ined in the 

second letter-" the inviolate adherence to the engagements 

'by which Your Highness and the Hono111"able Company are 

indissolubly connected" together with the reasons adduced 

. by the servants of the Company themselves in the ~mb

joined letter, must lead all' disinterested men to the 

conclusion that the Nawab had the Right to claim 

from the Company a full return of all that he and his 

ancestors had been deprived of by their servants, though 

he had not the POWe'/' to enforce his claims; 

To~. PAULIN, ESQ., Attorney.to the Honorable OompanY'. 

Sir, 
.. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 

.. the 17th iust, forwarding copy of the Advocate-General's 

.. !>piniou regarding the question of the liability of the Nawab 

.. N azim to the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court." 
.. 2. In reply, I am desired to transmit for the information of 

"the Advocate.General, copy of a. communication which has 
" been received on the same subject from the Governor-General's 
.. Agent at Moorshedabad, and to state as rollows :" 

.. 3, Hi~ HOllour ill Council is decidedly of opinion that the 
.' Sup"eme Oo·urt has '110 right to e.rercise jurisdiction over the 
.. Nawab Nazim, of Bengal, and should the attempt to move the 
.. Court to adopt this course of proceeding be persisted ill
.. it is requested that the Advocate General will adopt every rUlCl'S, 

" sary legal mear<8 for resisting it." . 
"4. It wIll be observed fron~ the Treaty, I 770, of which a. copy 

" is annexed, that Bis Highness the Nawab has been recognized 
" by the B"itisk Government as WI~ Independent Prince, and that 
"the National Faith: is pledged, for "wlhing being proposed or 
"ca1'1-ied into IJUcution de"ogating f"om his Bonom·.' 

"In order to prevent his being liable to any ind:ignity ~m 
"subjecting his person, or property, to the process ?f.the Zllla;h 
" Courts, ReO'ulation 19 of 1825 was passed, prescnbtng certaV/l 
.. rltles under °VJhich alone he could sue, or be sued, in those Courts. 
"With regard to the Supreme Court, the case is very different. 
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" As the Govel"nment has nei powel" to l"egulate tho pl"oceedings 
"of this Court towal"ds persons acknowledged to come within 
" its jurisdiction, if the liability of the Nazim were to be admitted, 
"there is no degree of indignity which might nnt be inflicted lIpan 
" him by its ordinary,processes, in contravention of the pledged 
" National Faith, ana of the respect which is obviously d,te to 'the 
" Representative of our oldest Alvy on this side oj India .... 

"5. Without intending to limit the discretion of the Ad\"'o
.. cate-General, as tothe grounds of objection which should be taken 

_" up, His Honoul" in Council would wish evel"Y possible exertion 
"to be made to establish the Right of the Nawab Nazim to be 
.. eaJempted f"om the jurisdiction of the Supl'eme Oourt. Any 
" further information which can be procured from tbe Govern
"ment Records, here Ol" at Moorshedabad, shall be furnished to 
"you on yOUl" l"equisition and the Vakeel of His Highness the 
.. Nazim, stationed at the Presidency, will likewise be directed 
"to place himself in communication with you . 

.. 6. The case of Raja HUl"reenauth Rae, l"efcITed to by the 
" Advocate-General, aoes not appear to His Honoul" in Council 
" to beal" any analogy to the present. Raja. Hurreenauth Rae 
"was a subject of this Government,ft'om whose gift he derived his 
"title, while the Nawab Nazirn is a Prince, whose Independonce 
" has been recognized by a Treaty with one of his Predece8sors, 

"I have, &c., 
(Signed) "C. E. TREVELYAN, 

.. Deputy-Secl"etary to the Govel"nment. 

" Council Chambel"s, 20th Febl"uary, 1834." 

It now, twefore, rests with the British Government and, 
Nation to redress the wrongs inflicted by the officers of the 
Government of India, and to support the cause of 
justice against oppression by restoring to the descendants 
of our faithful Allies whatever privileges they may on 
inquiry be lawfully entitled to. 

Nawab Humayo0!l Jah was, in consequence of his 
devoted attachment to the British cause, honored by 

,His Majesty, King William the Fourth with the' dis
tinguished insignia of the Order of the Grand Cross of 
Haw>ver, and being of an independent disposition, was 
for a. time treated with much more consideration by the 
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Government of India' than his Predecessors. In 
1834 a special Agreement was drawn up with him, 
which restored to him the absolute right of controlling his 
servants and exchequer without the interference of the 
Goverllment, and further guaranteed to him that i'u 
f~ture the Nizamut allowances should not be reduced. 
but that all stipends which lapsed by the death of 
relatives or dependents should ·revert to the reigning 
Nawab's Treasury. 

To HIS HIGHNESS NAWAB SHUJAA-OOL-MoOLK, EHTE

SRAM-OOD-DoWLAR, HUMAYOON JAR, SYUD MOBARUCK 

Ar,LEE KHAN BEHADOOR, FEROZE JUNG. 

My HONOURED AND VALUED FRIEND,-I have had the pleasure of 
receiving ·your Highness's letter, dat.ed the 17th February last, an
nouncing your a~quiesence in the agreement concluded between your
self and Captain Thore"by, for the better regulation of the future ex-
penditure of the :Nizamut. . 

As t.he Articles of this Agreement 'appear to me to be conducive to 
Your Highness's welfare, I.also acquiesce in it, and. the Govefflor
General' 8 Agent has been dwected to· consider it as tke nile under 
which :fiizamut affairs are hereajter to be administered. 

By the 4th and 5th Articles, Your Highness 08 now vested with the 
entire management oj the Nizamut Establishment, and the savings 
which you may be able to effect by prudent economy and careful at
tention to business, will remain to be disposed of by yourself, as you 
may consider most for your own advantage; but Your Highness must 
cleltrly understand that this discretion has been vested in you, on the 
condition expressed in the Agreement., "that no just dues or debts .. e
main -unsatisfied." The principle of the new arrangement, therefore, 
so far as these two important Articles are concerned, consists in Your 
Highne68 being solely responsible jor the man_agement oj the jund. 66' 
apart jor the Nizamut Establishment; and should any debt be here
after contracted which· that fund is unable to bear, the Agfl·ement will 
become annulled, and the British Government will be at liberty to 
adopt whatever measures may be considered expedient and propel' at 
the time without reference to it. 

It is hoped. however, that snch a contingency may never occur. 
Your Highness will now be in possession of ample funds to meet every 
neoessary expense, and as any balance WhlCh ma." remain at tie end 
<if the year will be at the d·isposal oj Your Highness, you will·also 
have a manifest interest in the observance of a strict economy. • 

In conclusion, I beg to express the high consideration whioh I enter-
tain for Your Highness, and to suscribe myself, . . 

. Your Highness's sincere Friond, 
(Signed) C. T. MSTCALl'E. 



96 

Copy of Agreement proposed in 1834. 

The form ill which the Nizamut accounts are rendel'ed through the 
Agent ,to, the Government being unsatisfactory aud productive of 110 

good, and the present Nizamut system causing considerable incon
venience; a new arrangement. agreeably to the terms of the following 
paragl'aphs, has been devised with the full concurrence of the N awab 
Nazim, Humayoon Jah, by the -advice of the Agent to the GoveMlOr
General, and is approved 'and sanctioned by His Excellenq the Right· 
Honourable the Governor-General in Council, to have effect from the 
commencement of the Bengal year 1241, after the settlement of all 

. former accounts, when a brief abstract of the Nizamut expendit.llre; 
according to a, form approved by the N azim and Agent, will be fur
nished, generally, for the information of Government in lieu of detailed 
ncco'~nts_ 

I. All cllstomary perquisites. "omprehended under the names, 
Mamoolat, Zumistanee, &c., granted to the U qrooba besides their res
pective pensions, shall be commuted to cash payments from the begin. 
ning of tne above year, after the decease of the receivers of the 
compensation allows.nces, if there U/l'e no heirs entitled to succeed to 
it, the reversi(JJl, shall be to the Nizamut Treasury. 

II. The stipendiary account shall be kept distinct from all others, 
.nnd the monies on account of pensions shall be deposited in a separate 
chest appropriated to that purpose. l'he Khazanchee or Darogah 
appointed to the clmrge of it, and to make the disbw'8ements and keep 
the accounts, 8hall be answerable to the A.gent, as well as to tl", 
Nawab Nazim, for the C<JN'ectnea8 qf hill is81.te8 and the existence of the 
balance. . • 

III. It is earnestly recommended to hi. Highness to introduce a 
more simple and effective mode of keeping the Nizamut accounts, and 

. to make such ~angements as may ensure the fiual settlement of the 
current expenses of the preceding mont.h in the course of the follow. 
ing month, including the salaries and wages of every. description of 
servants, so that there may be no debts incurred, and no dissatisfu,c· 
tion occasioned in consequence; such regularity will tend to the security 
of His Highness's interest.s, &8 well as 'ease and comfort. 

IV. Such reductions and modifications of the different establish· 
. ments in the Nizamut &8 shall be thought desirable and proper by the 

N awab N azim, either at the present t.ime. or hereafter, shall be e"o· . 
cuted by him, and with regU/l'd to the 8alarie8 qf hill servants and the 
entertaining and dillcnarging them, he ill at liherty to act as he pleases 
without any inteiference. . 

V. Pensions, which have been or may hereafter be assigned to 
,servants and dependents, shall rIWert to the Ni.amut Trea/JU1'y as 
casualtie8 occur, and shall, with other 8aving8 ejJ'ected by retrench. 
menta, be at the entire dillpo8at of Hill Highn8IJ8, provided that no just' 
due~ or debts remain unsatisfied. 

vr .. The intent of the foregoing arrangements is, that by the intro· 
ductio~\ of method and order into the affairS of the Nizamut, which 
shall prl>vide for the full efficiency of all departments and prevent the 
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recurrence of Pef'uniary embarrassment" and debts, His Highness the 
Nawab Nazim may enjoy an increaae of ease and Happiness. 

(Signed) C. TnoRRsBY, • 
ActiN!J A!Jerot GOfJernor-Ge..eral. 

ThtJ 1St" February, 1834. 

It will here be necessary to 'explain the circumstances 

, which led to the drawing up of the above Agreement; 

and to do this, we must draw attention to the C01'l'es

pondenee that took place' before the arrangement was 
made. 

The following extract was taken from a note by the 
late Mr. Stirling, da.ted in 1830, and placed upon record 

in 1833, containing his remarks on the Nizamut accounts 
for the years 1233 to 1235 B.S., 01' A.D., 1226-29 . 

•• There ought indeed to be large sums forthooming in the Nizamut 
.. Treasury, on account of certain lapsed stipends which are supposed 
.. to accwuulate there, as part of the Deposit Fund, but 1I1r. Dale 
.. explnins that the greater part of that money has been long ago 
.. irrecoverably disposed of by the present Nawab's father, and that 
•. the Treasul'y is in fact empty. It is hopeless, therefore, to look to that 
" source for any material relief. The above consideration leads me to 
... snbmit one or two observations on the expediency of simplifying our 
.. dealings with the Nizamut, and the mode of keeping the accounts, b!l 
.. relinquish;n!J aU demands 0# _rot of lapsed PellSioflS. supposed to 
., &<'Cwuulate in the Nizsmut Treaaury, and maki"!J 0fJ!Jr tlae tolaole of 
.. tlae Nizanu" Stipend to tlae .. Vawab, subject to the payment of the 
.. established allowancea, with exception to the sum of Re. 1,44,000, 
.. which remains in the Collactor's hands, to form the annual increase
.. ment of the peposit Fund, and Re. 60,000 paid to Nawab Mustapha 
., Khan, I imagine that that amoo"t is abiquate for tlae legitimate 
.. purposes of tlae FIlnd, viz., the construction of buildings and tlae 
.. occ~l .. elief and benefit of tlae different members of tlae Jamily • 
• , i"clfldi'Jg His High,l8sl "'mself, and I do IIOt see tlaut we lauve a"," 
.. .. ight to kepp backfrom tlae Nazim's "eceipt a larger po,·tio .. oft/18 
.. sixteen lacs, tclUc" is a,tsigned b!l Treaf.", for the support of the 
" establishment, than suffices for the above objects. According to the 
.. present system, the accounts sent up to Government are involved in 
.. the utmost intl'icacy and confusion. and exlribits no view at· all of the 
.. real state of affairs. They are prepared on the supposition, that the 
,. Nizamut expe"dit"r" is .. e.,,"lated accordi"g to scale fired b!l tlae 
.. Committee of 1802, and that. the pol'tion of the stipend in excess 
•. theroof, and not otherwise formally appropriah'd, is forthcoming in 
.. the Nizamut 'J'reasury: but in pmctice the Regulations of the Com
.. mittee have- been widely and c{)nst!lntly d<'pal'ted from. As might 

H 
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"have been expected, there is a continued tending to increase of' 
" outlay, and year after yelJtr a large excess appears which it has been 
" seen for three Ye&rs under 0 .... ow,. arrangement averaged nearly 
cc Re. 50,000 per"mensem. The Court of' Directors seam to think that 
" an addition of Rs. 56,000 per annum might be made to the Depont 

, !' Fund b!! tke appropriation of lap.ed stipends, and no doubt the 
cc Nizamut TreBBUry is answerable for a part of'that amount; but as it 
cc is always in point of' fact disbursed to cover the excess of current 
" expenditure, it seems nseless to retain such a nominal demand. 
cc Indeed, if the thing is looked closely into, it shall be found that 
"much of these nominal lapses have been reassigned nnder the 
" authority of Government to di1ferent pensioners, and is therefore not 
cc really available for the increase of the Deposit Fund. 

" Mr. Dale is distinctly of opinion, that, it would not be adcillable 
« to mc.-easetke Depont Fund b!! requiring the N azim to repa.1/ into 
"the OollectO'1". Treasurg an!! pari of the .tipend which now pas.e. 
cc into hill hand. What, then, is the use of keeping up a nominal 
" demand under this head in account ~ He has given me a statement
.. by which it appears, that, the N awab receives from the Collector's 
'C Treasury Re. 1,16,333 per mensem, and the actual current expen
"diture of' the Nizamut is Re. 1,14,616, The bene6t conferred on 
"the " Na:wab, therefore, by the adoption of the principle which I 

• Annual Stipend • • • • • 16,00,000 0 0 0 
Retained in the Collector's Office on ac-

count of Munnee Begnm • • • 1,44,000 0 0 0 
Paid to Nawab Mustapha Khan 5,000 per 

60,000 0 0 0 mensem 

13,96,000 0 0 0 

Or Monthly Jo.. 1,16,333 5 6 3 

Present Monthly expenses" for 1236 B. S. 
Sheristah Nizamut. 35,692 0 0 0 

Bahala 31,407 13 9 2 
Moolazaman 0 0 0 0 
Deoree 0 0 0 0 
Nawab Bubboo Begum 1,867 0 0 0 
Kullumdan Khanah 12,000 0 0 0 
Alhoor Khanah 1,500 0 0 0 
Imarut 1,500 0 0 0 
Moossiffadenay • 152 8 0 0 
Sheristah Agentee 16,022 13 0 0 

1,14,616 2 17 2 

Balance 1,717 2 9 1 

1,16,333 5 6 3 
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CC advocate, would average at about Rs. 1,717 per mensem, or Rs • 
.. 20,600 per aunum. His Highness spends .the money as it is, or, at 
.. least his accounts exhibit extra charges to . that amount; but, at 
.. present the excess might be debited to what is called the Privy 
.. Purse. or Kullumdan KhanaA. and occasionally orders have been 
cc issued to that effect . 

.. Mr. Dahl, at the same time, suggests, that. tMfo8 Me C8t"taill 
.. stipends, such as those drawn by the Ameeroon Nissa, Nujeebun 
.. Nissa, and Bhow Be!(ums, toMeh toOUld "erg fJ100perlg lapu, if re-

. '.' quired, to tile Deposit Fund on the demise of the present incum
.. bents, and tbis may be a point for consideration hereafter, with 
.. reference 10 the state of the Fund and the demands upon it at the 
.. time of each lapse." 

The following extract from a note recorded by the late Mr. (after
ward. Sir William) MacNaghten is in continuation of Mr. Stirling's 
note:-

.. I beg leave to bring to the notice of Government, accompanying 
.. draft of a note by the late Mr. Stirling, and a draft of a letter 
.. founded thel'eon, relative to the Moorshedabad Nizamut affairs • 
.. which I found in the office shortly after taking charge, but which po 
.. not appear to have been aoted upon • 

.. No accounts have been furnished sin"e the period referred to in 
, these documents. and if the Governor-General in Council is aware of 
.. no objections, I would propose to require the Accountant-General 
cc and the Acting Agent immediately to report the existing state of 
.. the tAree Funds, m .. the Nizamut Fund, the Deposit Fund, and the 
.. Agency Establislnnent Fund. . 

c, There is a . part of Mr. Stirling's proposition I think might be 
.. modified, or rather of which I do not exactly see the use. Alluding 
.. to the confusion of accounts .which prevails. he suggested that tile 
.. Nazim sAoold 6e exempted from tile necessitg of fu .... ishing ang 
.. account of Lapud Pensions, except in the instance of one or two 
.. individuals who are at present living and in the enjoyment of large 
.. stipends. It might certainly be as well to dispense with an account • 
.. particularly, of the various disbursements, which do not, and are 
.. not, required to correspond with the rates laid down in 1802; but 
.. there seems no great probability of incon"6l1ience resulting from 
.. the pract.ice of requiring a report to be made on the death of 
"each Pensioner, whose pension it may be proposed to assign to 
" another." . 

The following extract is taken from the instl'uctions issued to the 
Agent on the occasion :-

•• In regard to the sums which ought to be forthcoming in the 
.. 1iizamut !'reasury. on account of certain lapsed stiPOllds, supposed 
.. to accumulate there as part of the Geneml D!'posit Fund, it appears 
" from the late Acting Agent.'s statement that the greater part of that 
.. money has been long ago irreeoverably disposed of by the present 
.. Nawab's fat.her, llnd that t.be Treasury is in fact empty 

" Referring to this fact. and anxious, if possible, to simplify our 
" dealings with the Nizamut aud the mode of keeping accoun!B, the 
" Governor-General in Coullcil is of opinion,. that, .t is e:epedaent to 
.. relinquish all demands OM areount of Lapsed PensiotUI 8upposed to 

H~ 



100 

" have accumulated in the ,Nizamut, bllt which have mostly, by the 
.. authority of the N awab, been re-assigned to different Pensions, and 
" are, therefore, not available for the increase of the Deposit Fund. , 

n According to tke present system, the accounts Bent up are'invoZ,'ed 
.. in the utmost intricacy and confusion, and exhibit no view at all of 
" the real Btate of affair., They are prepared on the supposition that 
" the Nizamut expenditure is regulated according to a Bcale fixed b!l 
c', tke Committee in 1803, and that t.he portion of the stipend in ex
" cess thereof, and not otherwise formerly appropriated, is forthcoming 
"in the Nizamut 'Treasury, but in practice the Regulations of the 
.. Committee have been widely and constantly departed from . 

.. At the same time, however, the Governor-General in Council 
"would have it 'understood, that the Lapsed Stipends which it is 
" proposed to make over to His Highlless are those which have no
"minally lapsed and nominally. accumulated. In regard to other 
'c stipends which may lapse in future, they shall be regularly re
" ported as heretofore." 

The above corre~P9ndence resulted in the determination 
of the Governor-General to come to some definite under
standing with the 'Nawab, who, naturally solicitous about 

the welfare of the Nizamut, had frequently applied to 
him for the restoration of the lapsed stipends and also the 
control of his own. affairs, which the Govern,ment had 
before deprived him of, but at last conceded to him by 

the Agrllemel'lt of 1834. 
But the .Agreement of 1834, like all others" was 

doomed to be set aside by the Government of India, for 
in 1836, Mr. (now Sir Oharles) Trevelyan recorded the 
following minute 011 Nizamut affairs, which was eagerly 
taken up and acted UpOIl in spite of the remonstrances 

of the Nawab, who in a private letter to the Agent 
Governor-General remarked, "This i,s a strange arrange
meut, and an odd way of fulfilling promises." 

.. I now proceed to notice thAI accounts which have been furnished 
" of the three Deposit Funds, namely. the Deposit Fund in the 
.. Collector's Treasury, the Deposit Fund which has hitherto been kept 
,. in the Nawab's Treasury, and the Deposit Fund for the payment of 
',' the Agency for the Superintendence of the Nizamut kept by the 
.. Government Agent at Calcutta. 
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"The Deposit Fund lately kept 'in the Nawab Nazim's Treasury •. 
.. generally called the Nizamut Deposit Fund, consists qf tke savings 
" realized by lapses in Fund !if about seven lacs !if Rupees a year ap
" propriat.ed for the payment of the N awab's relations. :By the order 
" of 11th July, 1833. all demand was relinquished 011 accoUllt of the 
.. savings from t.his Fund up to that date. The Nawab has. informed 
" Colonel Cob be, that, about Rs. 90,000 hll.ve accumulated since thll.t 
.. period, and thut the present monthly addition is. as high as Rs. 
ce 5,220 . 

"The large sum of about .seven lacs of Rupees a year, whick forms 
" tM basis of this Fund; has hitherto been disbursed by the Nawab 
" from his own Treasury as pensions to the different Members of the 
" Nizamut family. Although the Nawab was the immediate.Agent 
" in the business, his 'proceedings were strictly controlled by the .Agent, 
" and he was expected to account for the balance which remained after 
" paying the pensions. This balance. i. s.up to Rs. 56.000, to make 
" up two lacs, was intended to swell the general Deposit Fund, but as 
" yet nothing has ever been realized. . 

"The monthly addition to Munnee :Begum's Deposit Fund is 12,000 
" Sicca Rupees. and to the Pension Deposit. Fund Rs. 5,220, and the 
" latter wilt be continually on the increase owing to tke lapse of pen
" sions of which only a portion is generally continued td relatives, 

" It is believed that of tke above aggregate sum of Re. 7,03.365 a 
" year, appropriated to the payment of the collateral branches of the 
" Nizamut Family, Ro. 62,640 have already lapsed. The annual sum 
" will form the foundation !if another Deposit Fund, which will receive 
" continual accessions from ,tke decease qf the dijferent stipendiaries_ 
"l'his Deposit Fund hitherto had only a nominal existence in the 
" N azim's Treasury, but it will hereafter have a real one in the 
" Collector's. 

" Supposing tkese calculations to be 'aorrect, Rs. -9,36,660 a year 
" will kereafter be. retained in tke Collector's 7!reasury, qf which Rs. 
"2,06,640 will form tke increasement of tke Deposit Fund, and tke 
"remaining Rs. 7,30,020- will be disbwrsed to dijf;rent members of 
" tke Nizamut Family. Tke sum resB1"IJedfor the Deposit Fund will. 
" as before stated, increase every year." 
. The following is an ext!'act from the instructions issued to the .Agent; 
In con~ideration of ti,e suggestion cont.ained in Sir Charles Tre¥elyan's. 
note. 

Dated 1st Mareh, 1836. 
"The Deposit Fund lately kept in the Nawab Nazim's Treasury 

" (generally called the Nizamut Deposit lhnd) consist8 qf the savin.qs: 
." realized by lapses in a Fund qf about Sel'''' lacs of Rwpees a year 
" appropriated for the paymeut of th& Nawab's relations. :By the 
"orders of the 11th July. 1833, all demand was relinquished on 
"account of the savings from this Fund up to that date. The Nawab 
" is stated by Colonel Cobbe to -have informed him that about Rs_ 
" 90,000 has accumulated since· that period, and. that the present 
h monUlly addition is as high as Re. 5,220. 

" You will tllerifore call upon tI,e Nawab ta pay in the Coll~ctor's 
c. Treasury tke Rs. 90,000 above mentioned, which will be carrIed to 
'.' tlte cree/it ojtke Pen.'ion Depestt Fund, the name w)lich may hel'e~ 
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II after be most co,."eniently given to this Fund, 88 tkis BUill of abotlt 
" 8efJe1I laC8 of Rupees a year, wkick forf118 tke basis of tke Fund, will 
ce kereafter be retained in the Collector's Treasury, and the Pension 
c, due out of it to the Junior Members of the Nizamut Family will be 
" disbursed direct from thence. ~'he savings will, of course, accumulat" 
c. in the same place. It is requested that you will make a special re
ce port on the Pension Fund and the Pension Deposit Fund as soon 
ce 88 sufficient time has elapsed subsequent to the adoption of the 
ce arrangement by which these Funds have been transferred to the 
" Collector's Treasury, to enable you to ascertain the exact amount of 
"each/' . 
, With reference to the foregoing instructions, the Agent at Moor

shedabad reported 88 follows:-
" Agreeably to the 5th paragraph of your letter I beg to inclose a. 

" statement of the Munnee Begum Deposit Fund, prcpared in the 
ce Collector's Office, and, exhibiting a balance in favour of the Fund, 
ce Rs. 4,43,681, on the 30th of April last; To this is to be added Rs. 
ce 90,000, which will be paid in a few days on account of the Lap.ed 
c. Stipends Deposit Fund, and which would have been realized ere 
ce now, had not His Highness, from circumstances already before 
ce Government, abstained from drawing his allowances, a total of 
c. 88sets amounting to Re. 5,33.681. This appears at credit, and de· 
" ducting the sum ofRs, 3,31,442, as above specified, (Nizamut Debts) 
d a balance of Rs. 2,02,239 in favour of the Deposit Fund will remain. 
" The sum now carried to credit in this office, on account of Lapsed 
ce Stipends in the new Deposit Fund, is Rupees 6,567 per mensem, 
" and something more of accumulation may, perhaps, ,be received from 
" His Highness after we have received the Re. 90,000. The' detailed 
" accounts, however, I have not yet received from His Highness." 

A careful perusal of the documents relating to the 
formation of tte several Funds (pages 38, 60, 79,82 and 
85) will a.t once bring to the reader's notice, by comparison, 
the discrepancies that exist in the minute of Mr. (Secretary) , 

Trevelyan above quoted. The NizalDut Deposit Fund 
which is vaguely alluded to as consisting of " the savings 
by lapses in a Fund of about seven lacs of rupees a year 
appropriated for the payment of the Nawab's relations, 
&c.," was as the Governor-General' expressly stated (page 
85) to consist of two lacs of rupees (£20,000) annually, 
and no more; of which Munnee Begum'tl stipend of 
Rupees 1,44,000 (£14,400) was to form a part; and the 

balance Rs. 56,000 (.£5,600) was to be made up by 
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the Nawab depositing that sum annually in the 
Collector's Treasury, and further in consideration of the 
Nawab agreeing to the establishmant o( this Fund, tM 
British Gool!1'nrnem undertook the cost of all buildings 
and ot/ler ezp81l8es (such as marriage portions, debts, &c.,) 
legitimately. claimable from it, and relinquished aU desire 

to incr6a86 the Fund, .. pledging itself on the lapS6 of any 

futur6 stipl!1ul, to consider t1/,6 BUggestions of His Highness a;s 

to its allotment." But the British Fa.ith, pledged by the 
Governor-General, was violated by the adoption of Mr. 
Trevelyan's suggestion that the sum of Rs. 62,640 (£6,264) 
per annum, which had already lapsed, would cc form tM 
foundation. of another Deposit Fund, which will receiv6 con

tinual accessionsfrom the deC6a86 of the different stipendiaries," 
(page ]01) because the Governor-Geneml had limited 
the amount to be contributed by the Nawab to make up 
the two lacs to B.s. 56,000 (.£5,600), which was a part of 
the B.s. 62,640 (.£6,264) alluded to by the writer. Again, 
in the last Para. the sum said to be set apart B.s. 2,06,640 
(£20,664) to form the increasement of the Deposit Fund 
is inaccurate, for the Governor.General had limited the 
amount to Rs. 2.00~000 (£20,000), as before stated. Of 
the sum of Rs. 7,30,020 (£73,002) reserved fOl' the 
.. different members of the Nizamut Family," bare~y one 
half has been disbursed to them' by the Government! 
The Nawab naturally asks, Where has the balance gone P 

From the instructions issued to the Agent Governor
Genera.l for carrying out of this new coercive measure, the 
result may easily be conceived, for the whole of the 
Rs. 7,30,020 (£i'3,002) reserved for pensions to different 
members of the Family will when they are aU dead remai" 

to tlle· credit of the Gavernment, as also any other 
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pensions future Nawabs might wish to set apart for their 
relatives, so that eventually the Nizamut Civil List, which 
by the Treaty of 1770 was fixed at .£318,000 per annum, 
will be reduced to a mere pittance! 

, Thus, by absorbing the lapsed stipe~ds into the Nizamut 
Deposit Fund, instead of restoring tbem to the Nizamut 
Treasury, the Government has gradually reduced the Civil 

List of the Nawab Nazim; and the ultimate result of the 
measure will assuredly, be the entire ruin of the Nizamut 

which the British Government had pledged itself to 

support for ever. A further proof of the injustice of the 
above arrangement may beJound in the fact that before 
the Nawab attained his majority, when the Government 
itself, through the Agent Governor-General, managed 
his affairs "for him, "the Bum considered applicable to the 

" Namm'B own household waS ,quite insufficient to maintain 

"it on the Beale flud by the Oommittee of 1802," and 
which was the ,standard appointed by the Government 
for the guidance of the Agent; if, therefore, the Agent 
Governor-Gen~l himself was unable out of the annual 
allowance to meet all the requirements of the NizaDlut, how 
then was it possible for the Nawab himself, with a reduced 
Civil List, to avoill' getting entangled in pecuniary dif· 

ficulties P 
But another singular act soon followed the formation 

of the .. Lapsed Stipend Fund." In the year 1837, the 
Honourable W. L. Melville, who 'held the appointment 
Of Agent Governor,-General, found that the system of 
keeping five separate accounts of the Nizamut Family. 
Agency, Munnee Begum's; Deposit and Lapsed Stipend 
Funds, entailed a large amount of extra trouble, and 
expense in the office of the Collectorate at ~oorshedabad, 
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and proposed (in, an officia.l communication, dated 6th 

July, 1837) that the FundI:! 'should be amalgamated 

as one common Fund since they all belonged to the same 

family and were similarly invested in Government 

Securities. This proposition required grave consideration, 

,so the D1atter was referred to the Accountant-Gelleral, 

to be disposed of as he thought best, and he, on the 

16th December, 1836, reported to the Government that 

"the Funds had ~een amalgamated," tinder the common 

name of the" Nizamut Deposit Fund." 

The surplus of interest on the Government Securities 

forming this Fund, over and a.l>ove the two lacs of rupees 

annually set apart by the Government for the objects of 

the Fund (Page 85), after even deducting the amount re
quired for the expenses of .the Agency, ought, according 

to the Governor-General's promise (Page 79), to have 
been made over to the Nawab" fOf' purposes connected with 

the splendour and credit of His Exalted Station," as als() 

(by the Agreement of 1834, Page 96 and the Order of 

Lord Cornwallis, Page 38) all pensions that might lapse 

by the decea.se of relatives and dependents; but inB~ead 
of this being done, every fraction has been absorbed int~ 

the ~izamut Deposit Fund, and retained by the Govern
ment; ana even the allowances that should ,have been 

made to the Nawab and his relatives out of that Fund 

in accordance with the terms of the Trust, were frequently 

denied to them, and many sums out of the Fund were 

"diverted to purposes foreign to the interests of the House 

41 of Meer Jaffier .Ali Khan." But the work of spoliation 

did not stop here, for even the pensions ormen-servants 
and others were absorbed under the following instruc. 
tions. 
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PROPOSAL THAT LAPSED STIPENDS SPIOULD REVERT TO 

DEPOSIT FUND. 

To Oolonel J. CAULFIELD, C B., Agent Governor
General, 18th July, 1838. 

Sir, 
I am directed by the Honourable the Deputy-Governor of Bengnl to 

acknowledge the receipt of your letters, dated the 12th and 18th in
stant, reporting the death of Wazaree Begum, alias Fatimah Begum, 
on the 14th Deeember, 1836, and of her sister on the 3rd of the .ame 
month, who enjoyed a pension 9f 35 rupees, which His Highness the 
Nawab Nazim recommends being continued to Syuds Bahirand Ahmed 
Ali, sons of Shahibzadi Begum. In 'reply, I am desired to state that 
the principle which His Honour the Deputy Governor desires to see 
observed in cases of this dascription, is the following-:-

Pensions enjoyed by men-servants being as ordinary life-pensions, 
should be resumed wholl!! on the death of incumbents, and annpxed 
to the Deposit Fund, except in very especial cases. Stipends enjoyed 
by relations of the N awab N azim should, as heretofore, be ordinarily 
continued to their heirs, and when divided amongst severa.! heirs, one 
or more of whom may die without descendants, the portions of such 
should also lapse to the Deposit Fund, unless there are dependants of 
the deceased, the support of whom would be a duty incumbent upon 
t,he surviving heir, in which case so mnch of the lapsed portions DB 
may be necessary to cover their additional expenses may be continued 
to their survivors who undertake this obligation. 

The Deput!!- Governor is qf opinion that through the Deposit Fund, 
and by occasional grants in the manner usual, more good will result to 
the members of the Nizamut than if the whole amount set apart for 
that family were frittered away in petty allowances to impoverished 
dependents. It is on this account His Honour inclines ordinarily to 
favour the Depo-m Fund, I'nd not from any unwillingness to listen to 
His Highness's recommendations in favour of individuals. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed), H. T. PRINBBP, 

Secr:etary to Government. 

Thus step by step the officers of the Government of 
India carried out their Poli<,y with the ultimate view 

of shaking off the resvonsibility of the Nizamut, which 
no doubt they looked upon as an incubus, forgetting 
that it was to the family of Meer Jaffier alone that they 
owed their own position and all that they had acquired. 
Such was the gratitnde lind consideration shown to the 
descendants of our faithful Any by the servants of the 
East India Company! But the Court of Directors 
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did not a.ltogether forget the duty they owed to the 
Nizd.mut under the conditions of the Firmaun by 'virtue 

of ~hich alone they held office as the Collectors of the 
Revellues of the Provinces-for' although they tacitly 

sanctioned the work of spoliation which was being 

carried out by their serva.nts in India. after the present 

Nawaq (of whom yve will now speak) ascended the thr(lne, 
by coinciding with the views expressed by the Deputy

Governor of Bengal in respect of Lapseu Stipends of 

dependents reverting to the Nizamut Deposit Fund; yet 

they boldly decla.red that "the Deposit Fund wa.s not 

public money, but a part of the assignment by Treaty of the 
faml7y."-

Extractfrom Despatch No. 17, dated 24th Apn'Z, 1840, from 
the HooourabZe, the Court of Directors to the Governor-General 

, of India. . 
.. TAe principles t"kieA Aatlll bee .. laid down b!! tAe Deput!!-Go,,_ 

.. for tAe disposal of stipends 0 .. tAe deat'" 'if Stipendiaries "'a"l1 0tW' 

" co,.".",.,."""". We thi .. 1e with him that the st.ipends of mere 
.. dependents should never, without strong special reasons, be con
cc tinued to their descendants, and that tone.. tM members 'if tM 
cc Famil!l itself die toitlt.out direct Aeirs, their stipends slt.ouU lapse to> 
"tAe Deposit Fund rather tAa .. pass to tM fUlarest relations, unless 
" they ho,ve left dependents whose support would naturally devolve 
" upon some other Members of the Family, to whom, in that ease, an 
.. increase may be granted adequate to the burthen 80 imposed upon 
" them. It is very correctly_ statsd by the Deputy-Governor, in Mr_ 
cc Prinsep's letter to Colonel Caulfield, dated the 18th July, 1838, that 
"through the Deposit Fund and by ooeasional grants in the mannel' 
.. usual, more good will result to the Members of the Nizamut, than 
.. if the whole amount set. apart for that fo,mily were frittered away in 
.. petty Wlowances to impoverished dependents. 

" It appears. however, to us that these views require a more liberal 
" application of the Deposit Fund to the relief of individuals, whose 
.. distress are not. produced by misconduct, than are at present prac
.. tised. For example, when an inundation laid a great part of the 
•• City of Moorshenabad and of the surrounding country undor water, 
.. and the Agent reported that among the sufierers were many of the
.. Nizamut Family, who would require assistance to ena~~e them. to 
.. repair the damage their houses have sustained by the mundatlOn, 
" tAe Deput!!- Go"ernot' returned for answer, that he ~id "Q~ t~ink the 
'0 public moM!! could advantageously be employed. In relievmg the 
.. distress oceasioned by the inundation. T4e Depostt Fund, It.owIIVer. 
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.. i.r _not publie moneg, but a part of the assignment by Treaty of the 

.. Family, fl.,hieh part is allowed to accumulate for ita general benefit • 

.. The accumulation already proce~d8 at a more "apid rate tha .. ·the 
" demands on it, and will proceed still more rapidlg flOW that tl.e 
.. F.md is to derive the beflefit of all lapses which mag tak. place. 
I. We think, therefore, that not only grants in favour of t.he depen
" dents on the Nizamut should be freely made from the Fund in cases 
" of general calamity like that just alluded to. hut, that a revision of 
" the general allowances of the family should occasoinally take plaoe 
.' with a view of increasing the provision for tho.e of it" members, 
I. whose stipends. from sub-division or other cause, are not adequate 
.. to their rank or to the claims on them, or whose conduct entitles 
" them to a mark of approhntibn from Government. 

" Thus administered, the Fund might be made in some measllre an 
" inst,rument of moral discipline, which appears to be murh required, 
" and for which no other obvious e:rpedient presents itself." 

Since the Court of Direpto~s particularly impressed UpOIl 

their officers in India that" the Nizamut Deposit Fund is not 

Public money, but a part of the Assignment by Tj'eaty of the 

Family," a clear argument is thus established, viz. : There 

must be an existing Treaty; ,the Treaty of 1770 is the 
last and only on~ that can be sai'd to exist, and therefore 
the assignment of the Family therein speeified must be a. 

legitimate demand as there is an acknowledged claim under 
a Treaty. TAu~ apart from all other documentary evi
dence, the rigllt of the Nawah Nazim and his successors 
to the assignment Bet forth in the Treaty of 1770 is clearly 
established by the Court of Directors themselves; we 
will, therefore, leave this question for a time, and 
proceed to introduce to our readers the measures intro
duced by the Government of India for controlling the 
Nizamut together with other coincidences that have trans
pired during the lifetime of the present Nawab Nazim. 

Nawab Humayoon Jah died on the 3rd October, 1838, 
and his son, the present Nawah Nazim Syud Munsoor 

Ullee, succeed .. >d tu "tlte "~redit<l'r!J lWIW1H'1l awl dignitie8 
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of the Nizamut and Soubahdarry of Bengal, Behar, and 

Orissa," and was publicly. acknowledged as such by the 

following Proclamation :.,-

Extract from page 925 of the Calcutta Gazette of Wedn'esday, 
19th December, 1838, No. 101. Fort William. 

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT" 19th December, 1838. 

PROCLAMATION. 

By order of the Governor of India, the Deputy·Governor of Benga.l 
notifies to th~ Public and to the Allies of the British Govemment, and 
to all friendly Powers, that the Nawab Shoojah-ool-Moolk, Ihtishnm
ood-Dowlah, Humayoon Jah l Syud Mobaruck Ullee Khan B"lllldoOl', 
Feeroz J ung, having departed this life at Moorshedabad, on the 3rd 
Octcber, HI38, his son the Nawab Syud Munsoor Ullee Khan, hf#! 
succeeded' to tke kereditarg honours and dignities of the. Nizamnt 
and Soobahdarry of Bengal, Behar and Orissa, and His Highness is 
kereb!J declared, uuder the authority of the Government of India, to 
be the Nazim and Soobahdar of Bengal, Behar and Orissa, and to have 
assumed and t,o exercise tke authority, dignities, and privileges thereqf, 
under the style and title of Mootizum-ool-Moolk, Mohsen-ood-Dow
lah, Fureedoon Jah, Syud Munsoor Ullee Khan Bahadoor, Nusrut 
Jung. 

Published and proclaimed by His Honour the Deputy-Governorof 
Bengal. . 

H. T. PRINBEP, 
Se{Yret.arg to the Government oj Bengal. 

General Order by ihe Honoul'able the Deputy-Governor of 
Bengal, under date the 19th December, 1838. 

The Honourable the Deputy-Governor of Bengal has been pleased 
tc direct, that a salute of 19 guns De fired from the ramparts of Fort 
William at 12 o'clock this day, in honour qf tke accession of His 
Highness Syud Munsoor Ullee Khan to the Musnud of the Provinces 
of Bengal, Behar and Orissa, and that tke above Proclamation pe read 
at tke kead of all tke Troops in Garrison at sunset this evening under 
a salute of three volley of Musketry. 

H. T. PRINBEP, 
Secretarg to tke Government of Bengal. 

Calcutta ~azette: Wednesday, Dec. 19th, 1838. 

Soon after his accession to the throne, His Highness 

received the following ~omforting assurance from' the 

,; 
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Acting Governor-General on behalf of the Government 
of India:-

To His Highness the NAWAB MOOTIZUM-OOL-MoOLK, 

MOHSEN-OOD-DoWLAH, FUREEDOON JAB, SYUD MUNSOOR 

ALFlE KHAN BAHADOOB., NUSB.UT JUNG. 

My Honoured and valued Friend, 
I have been highly ratified by the receipt of your· letter, announc

ing the i!)t~lligence 0 your having ascended the Musnud of your 
ancestors on !he day of the Eenool Fitr. . 

I sincerely congratulate Your Highness and your connections on this 
most happy event, and pray the Almighty may long preserve Your 
Highness in the e~ioyritent of this exalted Dignitg. 

Your Highness may rest assured that the same degree of considera
tion and attention as were shown to the 1l1te N awah by the British 
Government, will be equally experienced by your Highness, 8JId tke 
Di,,,nitg and honour of tke illust,ious House which you now rtpresent 
will ever be an object of care and solicitude to this Government. 

I hope Your Highness will gratify me with letters conveying the in-
telligence of Your Health and Welfare. . 

In conclusion, I beg to express the high consideration I entertain 
for Your Highness. and to subscribe myself 

Your Highness' sincere Friend, 
W. MORIBBON. 

When the present Nawab Nazim ascended the throne 

of ancestral dignitv he' was only nine years of age, and 
.J<o. • 

his affairs were therefore managed for him by the 
Government through the Agents Governor-General. 

Having no family to provide for then, his expenses were 
but small, and consequently much of the perslJnal allow

ance of seven lacs allotted to him during his minority 
accumulated in the hands of the Agent Governor-General. 

who, on the part of the Government as a Trustee, invested 
a portion of the savings in Government Securities while 

another porticn was \"ithheld by the Government itself. 
Of t.hese savings, the part withheld by the Government 

has not yet heen paid to the Nawab because he cla.ims 

interest thereon (to which business men will surely 
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consider he is justly entitled), brit, unfortunately for the 

Nawab, the' Government has the money and the power 
in its hands,. and. will not accept his release for the 

principal unless he for~goes all claim to the iilterest! 
Such is the manner in which justice is being administered 

in India ,by the Government at the present moment! 

As to the ot~er portion of the savings of His High
ness's stipend during his minOl'ity which was invested 

in Government Securities by the Agent Go vernor
General as the legally constituted Representative of 

the Government for and on behalf of His Highness, we 
blush for the credit oC Englishmen to bring the subject 

to public notice; but as the Government of India has not 

yet made amen,ds to the Nawab Cor the acts oC its Agent, 

and the Nawab has been constrained to appeal Cor public 
redress, we must, in justice to His Highness, set the whole 
matter before our readers ani! leave'them to judge of. 

the enormity of tlie wrong done to the Nawab by 

the Government of India, first, in the person oC its 

Agent, and again in respect of the reply given, by Lord 
Canning to this portion of His Highness's Memorial in 

Para. 10 of the Letter from the Officiating Secretary to 

the Government of India, which will be quoted hereafter. 

The Agents Governor-General have always been 
appointed by the Government to watch over the interests 

of the Nawab, a.nd the Government must thereCore be 

responsIble to the Nawab for their acts, whether 

profitable or otherwise. When advantage to the 
Government was secured by the Agents Governor
General (Mr. Monckton and others), their acts were 

invariably supported; b~t in the instance of Mr. Torren!!, 
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where the Nawab had a just claim against the Govern

ment for '£250,000, he was told, " it does not appear to the 

Governor-General ii~ Oouncil,tha' any good object can be 

gained by further inquiry." " The matter may, therefore, be 

allowed to drop." Such is the consoling' .information the 

Nawab received as compensation for the heavy loss he 

suffered during Mr. ,Torrens' incumbency as Agent 

Governor-General; Lhe character of which and the parties 

concerned, we will leave our readers to, ascertain for 

themselves from the following correspondence. 

SUMMARY oj the extraordina,ry Transactions of MR. 

HENRY TORRENS, the Officiating Agent to the Governor
General at MOORSIiEDABAD, in wasting a large Sum of,. 
Money belonging to J;£IS HIGIiNESS the NAWAB NAZIM of 
BENGAL, BIi:HAR, a.nd ORlSSA. 

His Highness the Nawab Nazim of Bengal, &c., was waited on by 
Mr. H. Torrens, the then Officiatmg Agent to the Governor·General ' 
at Moorshedabad, who induced him, under pain of the Governor· 
General's displeasure, to sign a document authorising the sale of the 
Government' 8ecurities belonging to His Highness. These l:lecurities 
were the savings accumulated during His Highness's minority, and 
amounted to Rs. 19,81,300. This sum 'was afterwards increased, by 
the result of reil!,vcstments, to Rs. 27,40,700, the amount mentioned 
in paragraph 29 of His Highness's letter to Her Majesty's Secretary of 
S~te for India in Council under date 8th April, 1860. ,The eXCUAe 
brought forward by Mr. Torrens for requiring the Nawab Nazim to 
place so large an accumulation of funds at his disposal, was, that the 
Government were desirous of seeing the money judiciously laid out in 
the purchase of landed estates for the benefit of His Highness. On 
thus obtaining the Nawab Nazim's sanction for their sale, Mr. Torrens 
appointed the firm of Messrs. Mackenzie, Lyall, and Co., Auctioneers 
of Calcutta, Financial Agents to His Highness, and instructed them 
to dispose of the securities; which this firm accordingly did, under 
the Agent's supervision and instructions. Previously, however, to 
obtaining a power to sell the papers, Mr. Torrens had attempted to do 
so on his own responsibility. Under date 13th February, 1818, hI' 
addressed the following letter to the Government Agent, Treasury, 
without any previous communication whatever with the Nawab 
Nazim:-
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To THl!l GOVERNMENT AGENT, Treasury. 

Calcutta, Feb. 13th, .1848; 
Sm,-Please deliver to Messrs. Mackenzie, Lyall, and Co., the 

Government Securities belonging to His Highness the Nawab Na.zim, 
Bengal, standing in the na.me of the Governor·GenenJ.'s Agent at 
Moorsheclabad. . 

I have the honour, &c., 
(Signed) H. TORRENS, 

Officiating Governor·GenenJ.'s Agent. 

• This letter W80S not acted on, 80S it was deemed necessary that the 
Agent should obtain the signature of His Highness to enable the 
Government Agent, at the Trea.sury, to endorse them to him as 
Officiating Agent to tke Governor·General at Moor.hedabad, and 
hold them subject to his instructions .• The following is His Highness'. 
letter to the Government Agent :-

To the GOVERNMENT ACtENT for tke time being . 

. .. Sm,-With reference to my Power of Attorney in your favour, 
dated the 18th instant, I request you will be good enough to endorse 
to H. Torrens, Esquire, Officiating .Llgent to tke Governor·General at 
Moorshedabad,jor the time being, or order, the Government Securities 
remaining in your possession belonging to me. holding them subject to 
his instructions. . 

" I have the honour to be, &C., 
" (Signed) SYUD MUNSOOR ULLEB. 

"Calcntta, 22~d Feb., 1848." 

On the very day that Mr. Torrens obtained the signature of His 
Highness to this letter he wrote the subjoined to the Government 
Agent, and delivered it to Messrs. Mackenzie, Lyall, and Co., for 
presentation :-

To tke GOVERNMENT AGENT for th.e time being. 

" Calcutta, 22nd Feb., 1848. 
"Sm.-Be plea.sed to hand over to Messrs. Mackenzie, Lyall, and 

Co .. the Government Securities remaining in your custody belonging 
to His Highness the Nawab Nazim of Bengal, endorsed to me as 
directed. 

" I ha.ve the honour, &c., 
" (Signed) H. TORRENS, 

"Officiating Governor-GenenJ.'s Agent at Moorsheclabad." 

At this time His· Highness W80S only eighteen years old, and had 
but recently attained that age .. The natural respect with which he had 
been taught to rpga..-d the Agent to· t.he Governor-General, together 

. I 
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with his youth and ine:r:perience, precluded him from suspecting the 
motives of <the Agent, more especially as he was made to believe· that 
by Conceding to Mr. Torrens' request, he would be meeting the wishes 
of the Government which that gentleman represented, and even sup
posing His Highness to have entertained a doubt of Mr. Torrens' good 
faith in entrusting so large a sum of money to a comparatively un
known firm, tkere was no one with whom he could advise on so delicate 
a subject, or with whom ke could consult in matt .... affecting 'a high 
and trusted an ojficial as the Agent to the Governor-General. 

As soon as the funds of His Highness were pla:ced in Messrs. Mac
kenzie, Lyall, and Co's. hands, Mr. Torrens not only permitted others 
to draw on them, but proceeded to pass orders on them, not as a privat~ 
individual, but invariably· in his public capacity as Agent to the 
Governor-General at His Highness's Court. One of his first acts was 
to enter into Articles of Agreement with a Mr. Robinson, in March, 
1848, for the building of a Steam Boat at a cost of Rupees 65,000, to 
be paid for out of the funds in the hands of the so-called Financial 
Agents to His Highness. It certainly seem. to have been a stretch of 
authority on the part of Mr. Torrens, to have entered into . any such 
agreement, or to have given directions for the disbursement of monies, 
which could only pe considered as the private fund, of the Nawab 
Nazim. Some. light is, however, thrown ou this subject by a passage 
which occurs in a letter which will be found in e:r:tenso elsewhere. Mr. 
Torrens in this passage observes-

"The Steamer, as you will learn, is abandoned. From tke first I 
thought it a shadowy scheme; a HENLEY humbug, but it locleed up 
. Fund8." 

The steamer, however, was not abandoned until large sums had 
been advanced; and His Highness had also, subsequently, to sustain a· 
lawsuit on this account. 

Mr. Torrens, besides persona.lly disregarding the interests of His 
Highness.faiW altogeth ... to ·e:r: ... ciae II proper 8'UpertJiaion ov.r tke 
monies of which he had obtained the disposal. 

There was, at the time when the Government Securities were trans
ferred to the custody of Messrs. Mackenzie, Lyall, and Co., a man 
named Lewis Tiery, who was employed in the Palar{l of His Highness 
as a Mechanic and Writer. This man's position did not entitle him 
to receive orders personally from the N awab N azim, nor to represent 
His Highness in any way whatever. He was, in fact, employed under 
the Dewan in the capacity mentioned, yet on and after the 21st June, 
1848, we find him opening a. correspondence with Messrs. Mackenzie, 
Lyan. and Co. His first letter is as follow. ,-

"To Messrs. MACKENZIE. LYALL, and Co. 

"Berhampore, 21st June, 1848. 
"DEABGBNTLEMBI',-I am directed by Hio Highness the Nawab 

Nazim of Bengal to request you will be good enough to Brl'ange to put 
aside Co.'s Rupees 25,200, and place the same to His Highness's 



-U5 

account, to meet t,he several ordtll'S His Highness intends drawing in 
favour of Mr. F. C. Lewis. 

.. Yours faithfully, 
.. (Signed) L. TIBBY." 

On receipt of this letter, Messrs. Mackenzie, Lyall, and Co., who 
had hitherto only f'fIceived ifllltractions from tM Agent dif'fICt, very 
properly sent a copy of it to that offioer for verification and explanation. 
For reply, Mr. Torrens returned the copy, with the following memo. 
written across it :-

.. His Highness the Nawab Nazim's order to this effect _ gi.JlnI to 
m!llen_ledge. . 

c. (Signed) H. TOBBENS, 

.. Berhampore, 
.. June, 26th, 1848." 

.. Officiating Agent Governor·Gtmeral • 

About a fortnight later L. Tiery again wrote to Messrs. Mackenzie, 
Lyall, and Co. as follows :-

.. Messrs. MAcKENZIB, LyALL, and Co., 

"Exchange • 
.. DBAB GENTLBMlIN,-I beg to advise, by the order of His Highness 

the Nawab Nazim of Bengal, that, I have drawn on you, payable at 
sight, in favour of Saduck Ally Khan, the Aruzbagee, Co.'s Rupees 
10,000, being the amount available on acoount of His Highness . 

.. Berhampore, 
"14th July, 1848." 

.. Yours mithfully, 
" (Signed) L. TIBB~ . 

On the same day he also sent the following letter to the same 
Firm:-

.. Messrs. MACKENZIE, LYALL, and Co., 

"Exchange . 
.. DBAB GENTLBHEN,-I beg to enclose an order in favour of Meer 

Saduck AIy Khan the .Aruzbagee, endorsed over to you, and request you 
,,'ill be good enough to credit the same in that gentleman's acoount till 
further instructions. 

.. Berhampore, 
"14th ~uly, ,1848." 

.. Yours faithfully, 
" (Signed) L. TIEBY • 

Messrs. Mackenzie, Lyoll, and Co. sent a copy of these two letters to 
Mr. Torrens, who returned them with a memorandum, of which the 
subjoined is a copy :-

I 2 
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,I I have been informed by Mr. Tiery that this order has been given, 
and that personally to him by the N azim, and I believe the statement 
to be true. 

. " (Signed) H. TORRENS, 
" Officiating Gov~rnor-General' s Agent. 

c, July 21st, 1848." 

In the first of these Memoranda, the Agent speaks of the order to 
Mr. Tieryas being given to "is knowledge; in·the second he expresses 
his belief in the tJ'uth of Mr. Tiery's statement. The result was that 
Messrs. Mackenzie, Lyall, and Co., not ouly attended to the orders con
veyed in the above letters, ,but from that time accepted L. Tiery as a 
confidential Agent of His Highness-a position he never occupied. In 
this transaction it is difficult to tell whioh to reprehend the most-the 
carelessness and negligence of the Agent, or the easy faith of the 
Financial Agents he had selected for His Highness. On receiving a 
copy of Lewis Tiery's first letter, the Agent's plain. duty was to h"ve 
satisfied hims.elf, by some communication with His Highness, as to the 
position the writer held in His Highness's Establishment. This he 
neglected to do, even when a secend opportunity was offered him. Nltr, 
in this last instance, he in a manner pledged his faith for that of L. 
Tiery., The facts are that, Tiery was never authorized to act on the 
part of His Highness, and that, as far as His Highness's orders are con
cerned, the letters of that individual are bareliwed forgeries. More
over, Messrs. Mackenzie, Lyall, and Co., finding him supported by the 
Agent, afterwards invariably acted on hie letters without reference and 
without question. The consequences need not be detailed. . 

Meer Saduck .Ally Khan, the Aruzbagee, mentioned in the letters of 
Lewis Tiery quoted above, was a person high in the confidence of the 
Agent, but a man originally of no standing or position, and one who 
could neither read nor writ.. That he enjoyed the fullest confidence of 
the Agent is shown from the fact that when the Nawab Nazim proceeded 
to Calcutta eadf in 1848 to pay a visit to the Governor-General, Lord 
Dalhousie, Mr. Torrens selected Meer Saduck Ally Khan to accompany 
His Highness, and at the same time he Q1·dered Me.sr •. Mackenzie, 
Lyall, and Co., to pay to Meer S"duck .Ally Khan large sums of money 
of which the Meer was entrusted with the expenditure. 'l'he favouritisw 
here shown by Mr. Torren. will be obvious when it is known that in 
selecting the Aruzbagee-an officer answering to the Chief U .her-to 
accompany Hie Highness-he forbade the two highest Otlicers of His 
Highness's Court, "is., the Dewan Rajah SeetanRth Bose Bahadoor, 
and the Nawab Nazir Darab .Ally Khan Bahadoor to leave Moorsheda
bad. Again, the importance of Meer Saduck Ally seems to have 
sprung up about the time the paper. were made over to Messrs. Mac
kenzie, Lyall, and Co., as wit.hin a fortnight from that time Mr. Torrens 
had ordered them to make over to the Mecr, more than tll'O and II half 
'ak'" of Rupees (£25,000). Saduck Ally Khan died shortly after His 
Highness'S visit to Calcutta, but in the meantime upwards of .iz 
'ak"_ (£60,000) had been made over to him by Messrs. Mackenzie, 
Lyall, and Co., either by the order of Mr. Torrens direct, or in com
pliance with the orders of Lewis Tiery; and when he died he was 
found to be worth ... ",rlll lakhB! Hie importance in the transaction. 
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with Messr •. Mackenzie, Lyall, and Co., will, however, be rendered still 
more obvious by a perusal of Mr. Torrens' own letter quoted elsewhere. 

Before referring to these documents, it may, perhaps, be advisable to 
mention the circumstances connectecj. with the purchase of the Mi<lna
pore Estate. It may also be well to state here, that although the osten
sible reason brought forward by Mr. Torrens to induce His Highness to 
consent to hi. having the control of the savings of His ·Highness's. 
minority was the desi"ability of so large a sum being expended in the 
purchase of lauded Estates, yet of the whole sum of Rupees'19,81,300, 
(£198,130) only jive Idh.. anti a ha/j (£55,000) were expended in 
buying. the Estate in Midnapore nnd nineteen grants in the Soonder
buns. The last was anything but a profitable investment, seeing 
that the grants h"d mostly to be cleared of jungle, &c., before they 
could be expected to attract settlers, and even then their only crop for 
several years would have been 8.n inferior sort of rice. To return, 
however, to the Midnapore Estate, Mr. Torrens of his own authority 
had appointed a manager of the landed estate of His Highness in 
the person of a Mr . .Alexander McAt·thur. l'his person was to receive 

. in return for his services Rupees 1,300 (£130) per mensem, salary, 
together with a commission of 10 per cent., and he was further 
to have an olliee found him • ..,&1 to the Erchange, the business 
establishment of Messrs. Mackenzie, Lyall, and Co., and was to have all 
his travelling and other expenses paid. The Midnapore Estate was 
about this time put up for sale by the Authorities for arrear. of Re' ...... e 
-a sale which transfelTed the Estate free of all encumbrances which 
existed after the permanent settlement of 1793. This Estate was bought 
in his own uame by Mr. McArthur, on account of His Highness, for 
Rupees 86,000 (£8,600) at the Collector's auction... By a private 
arrangement, however, entered into between Mr. McArthur and a. 
person named John Campton Abbott, who was, or pretended to be, the 
owner of the Estate, th.e difference between the price of the Esta~e 
at the Collector's sale, and Rupees 3,00,000 (£30,000), or Rupees 
2,14,000 (£21,400), was paid to Mr. Abbott in .atisfa.ction of .his pre; 
Burned claim, and out of this sum Mr. McArthur received, as his 
share, under the name of commission, no less than Rupees 30,000 
(£3,000) ; that Mr. Torrens was aware of this, may be gathered from the 
deposition of Mr. Mc.A.r:thUl·, and from Mr. Torrens' own letters. Mr. 
McArthur, in his reply to His Highness'S suit, says, "And this de
ponent further saith that at the time of the said. sale of the said E.We 
for arrears of Rev-nue, the said Estate was the property of Mr. John 
Campton Abbott, and that by an agreement in writing, made between 
the said John Campton A.bbott and this deponent, so authorized and 
acting as aforesaid under such instruction as aforesaid, and with the 
full klloU'/ctl1(e aUf' consenl of the .aid Governor-Ge"eral' ... dgml, and as 
this deponent beUev .. , "f the said complainant himself, previous to the 
said sale, it was agreed that the price of the said Estate should be three 
lakhs (£30,000)." . ' 

Mr. Torrens, in his letter of 11th May, 1848, wrote as follows :-" The 
• Midnapore Zemindaries, in the district of that nam~, was, after mucb. 

deliberation, taken of its owner, Mr. Abbott, for Ihre. I""". "f Rupees 
(£30,000). under the stipulations dnly set forth in a deed of settlement 
betwecn Mr. McArthur and himself. It was finally purchased by Mr. 
McArthur, at the Midnapore Collector's sale, on 29th A.pril, in his 
namc fur the Nazim." Mr. McArthur BtatuS that he· believed bimself 
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to' be acting with the consent and knowledge" of the said complainant. 
himself," 8; statement for which he had no foundation whatever, as he 
w~ appointed by Mr. To1'1'ens, and conducted his business entirely 
WIth that gentleman. At that time the account of His HighneBB's 
funa., in the hands of Messrs. Mackenzie, Lyall, and Co., stood in 
their books in the name of .. H. Torrens, Officiating Agent to tho 
Governor-General, Moorshedabad," and on the 29th April, 1848, that 
account was debited with the sum of Ihree ioU. "cash (£30,000) 
paid for the Midnapore Estate;" as might be expected from the 
extract given above .from Mr. Torrens' letter, that item was passed in 
the account as correct. There can be no difficulty in . determining 
the character of the part played by Mr. McArthur in the purchase 
of this Midnapore Estate, and it is scarcely to be doubted that if 
he were not directly aided by the Agent, that officer showed an ut.ter 
disregard of all business etiquette, which it is difficult to account for 
on any other supposition. Mr. McArthur in his deposition stated 
that he believed the Estate to be worth rather ,more ·than 40,000 
Rupees (£4,000) per a .. n .. ". aft,er paying the Government revenue. 
If this were the case, or if the Estate were even worth Ihree loki .. 
(£30,000), it may be asked, whether in so rich a district as Midnapore, 
it is likely that the surrounding Zemindars would have allowed so 
valuable an estate to be sOld to a stranger for £8,600, little more 
than two years purchase, or one· third of what they knew to be its real 
value~ The facts and circumstances adduced above are sufficiently im
portant in themselves to cast grave doubts on the motives and conduct " 
of Mr. Torrens in disposing of the large sums over which he had 
obtained command. but there is documentary evidence which will, a. 
it were, convict Mr.1'orrens out of his own mouth, and whi~h will bring 
the b!ame to him, of all that His Highne .. has ever urged against him. 
That this evidence only transpired after Mr. Torrens' death, frees His 
Highness from all imputations of bringing a charge against a man who 
has gone to his long account; and it shonld rather b .. regarded as a 
misfortune, that His Highness should be unable to place certain ques
tions in their p""per light, without, at the same time, being eompelled 
to bring grave charges against the charl1cter of a deceased Agent. 
Luckily, Mr. Torrens has written letters which, in themselves, are a 
sufficient accusation against himself These letters, which have been 
alluded to above, are now given in full. On the 19th July, 1848, 
Messrs. Mackenzie, Lyall, and Co., rendered their accounts to Mr. Tor
rens as Agenl 10 Ih~ GOII .... nnr-G ...... nl entrusted with tho management 
of His Highne .. 's funds. The accounts, as they stood, appeal' not to 
have been satisfactory to the Agent, as about a. month after their 
receipt, he penned the following letter to Mr. Donald McCullum, I/o 

member of the firm of Mackenzie Lyall, and Company:- • 

" Berhampore, August 23rd. 
"My DEAB Sm,-Yours of the 9th July came to hand with the 

account. Mr. Tiery,. the Accountant here, suggests it as expedient nol 
to pul Ihe pop..,- in "el, although I have looked over the items and found 
them .. nfzceplionable. The fact is, that the account as it stands would 
not be understood by the Meer and the Eunuchs, and would purpo"'!1 
be misundertood by the Rajah. I must, I fear, induct you into Ihe 
"'"C.t of uu, i .. /rigu",; the R.'s .hares in which, and oiliect, is be.t 
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shown by his depreciation of our Government Securities, to get the 
papers indorsed to him of an Estate in Ceylon (nice investment) 
belonging to a high personage mortgaged to us. He is at the bottom 
Of a great deal of mischief, and bas been unceasing in his elforts to dis
credit me at head-quarters, as I side with no one, and am well with all, 
which does not suit his books, as the Agent should be, he thinks, in 
his hands, as old Raper was through his own creatures, against whom 
he carried on a farce of bitter emuity for three years, while these 
rascals pillaged the Nizamut and underhand gave half to the honest 
RaJah. He is at the bottom of a sea. of villa.ny, besides being now in 
that stage of a Bengali's life when he is mora.lly trading on his capital, 
i. ~., making money by roguery on a previous good cha.ra.cter . 

.. Th~ mtry • paid to lit rer Saduck Alii by ortltr of H. Torrms,' a plai .. 
untl ,i'llple 'lialter as '"~ ufldersland ii, i. enough ifl the hand. of a rogw 
to bring me inlo tM Supreme Courl on lJ chal"}!e of collusion witla tlaal 
persofl to mricla ou,· •• I"e. with t4e Na:lSim', " .... 'Y. It is .. ot as H. Tor
rens, 6'41 n. tne Govl'rr.or .. General', Agmt. i .. whose ftn1l.e the paper .tood, 
tAal I i .. terfer,d i .. th~ 'llatler. and the sums transferred to the Meer 
were by the Nazim's order communicated through the Governor
General's Agent. It was only as such (professionally) that I i .. t"
p ... d to protect the y.ung ma .. •• i .. t"e,"', and this was a bit of moTal 
courage, that I do not think many of my Service would have ventured 
on. Will you prepense this matter please, and let me hear from you P 
X ou understand that I am indulging the vindictiveness of a Bengali 
disappointed of the use of nineteen lakhs of Rupees. which he has 
for years been looking forward for, and that I must walk very warily, 
for the fellow is a type of his race for cunning. Could y.u enler ' to 
:M~er S. A. by order of Ih~ Naaim as 1'" accou .. t. rmd.,ed.' I have 
nothing to do in the matter, 'IJld the mention of my name is really cal
culated to do me injury in the way in which it stands. Whereas the 
monies paid to the Meer as His Highness's ma .. aging "''''', were all as 
per account rendered to the Rajah,or to Mr. Tiery, the Accountant, 
or for goods with your knowledge, and extricate me, please, from the 
difficulty I stand in. Or if 'IOU caa .. ol aller your bo.lt. I must address 
Government. The imputation of mixing myself up willa the mi"iIIg 
m.",y for the Nazim would be just Maclean's case at Madras over 
again, and the imputa/io .. oflty tIIuuld suffice to l.se me Ihis appointmenl • 

.. Let me have a oote of $.e costs of remittance to Carter, as it is 
made not on my own, but a public account, and I must get reimbursed • 

.. Pard.n .... , but I hal'e mis.ed noling IAe imp.rtan'p.i .. , of llae head
iflg. Why fI.t ' His Highne.s Ihe Nawab Nazim itt accou"t, ,,"c., Brc. I' 
H~ i. a ".an. a major ill years. alld my trust charge of lai. affair. 
cea6PI 

.. Th~ .ltamer. a. you will leam. i. abandufled. Fro". tla~ /irst 1 
thought it a .hatl.wy scheme-a HENLEY humbug-but it I.cked up 
fund>. . 

.. Between ourselves, the Government, I fancy, expect the Nazim not 
to press them for two lakhs of Rupees granted for building purposes, 
and h~ must build v'hat i. to be done? 

"I hope all's well with you at home; my babes are well, but wife 
poorly. 

.. Yours very truly. 
, "H.·'!'OBRENS." 



122 

knowledge that the facts of the case, as judged by the evidence of his 
own letters, was most cOlldemllatory of the conduct of Mr. Torrens. 
No allusion haa been made in this narrative to Mr. Torrens' inter
ference in creating new posts in the Nizamut Service, and in inducting 
men of his own into situations without His Highness's permission; 
nor to the case of jewels, which he suggested should be presented to 
Lady Dalhousie. His letters show that he acted independently of His 
Highness, whom he "ever cOlldescended to con.ult, and that he in· 
variably acted,. as he phrases it, "professioually" as .4ge"t to the 
Governor-General at Moor.hedabad. . 

Can it· he doubted that in obtaining the unchallenged use of so large 
a sum aa nearly twenty lacs of Rupees (£200,000), he was actuated by a 
desire to enrich himself at the expense of His Highness, and that in 
furtherance of this object, he acted in collusion with Meer Saduck Ally 
Khan and Lewis Tiery ? The result was, that funds which, rightly ap
plied, might have materially ministered to the honour and dignity of His 
Highness the Nawab Nazim, and which might have secured him 
from pecunio.ry difficulties and embarrassments during his life, and 
which being at his own sole disposal, might have enabled him to 
provide for his .family in a manner suitable to their rank and ex
pectations, without seriously encroaching on other funds of the 
Nizamut in the hands of the Government; . these funds so vast, and 
so capable of benefiting His Highness, of securing the increased ease 
and happiness of his fatnlly, w",.e squand .... d without Hi. Highn.88'. 
knowledg., and in defiance of all principles of hone.tg, and 'ilfieial 
proprietg, by the man, who, on all occasions, was presumed to be His 
Highness's best friend, and who, invariably, asserted that all he 
did was as the trusted repr •• entati .. e of the BRITISH GOVERN· 
MENT. 

(Copy.) 
No. 46 of 1853. 

From the AGlditT GOVER.NOR-GENERAL AT MOORBHEDABAD 

to CECIL BEADON, ESQ., SECRETARY to the GOVERNMENT 

of BENGAL. 

Fort William, 
Dated Berha.mpore, 12th April, 1858. 

Srn,-I have t.he honour to transmit for the information of the 
Most. Noble the Governor of Bengal IlOpies of the documents noted 
in the margin, and beg to offer the following observations :-

2. My predecessor, Mr. Money, in his despatch to Government reo 
garding the accounts of the minority of Hi. Highness the Nawab 
Nazim, states, "on the 1st of September, 1847, there were in the 
possession of the Government Agent, Government securities apper· 
taining to the Nawab Nazim to the amount of Company's Rupees 
19,81,800, and in cash Rupees 81,834.10·1, and that ID the months 
of February and Mareh, 1849, the whole of those securihes were 
under the in.trurtion. from t.he latc Agent, Mr. Torren., delivered to 
Messrs. Mackenzie, L~"nIl, Bnd Co., leuving ill th~ I","d. of the Qu,"el·n· 
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ment Agent on the 80th of April, 1852, a balance only of Rupees 
415-8-2_ 

"The accounts submitted to His Highness by Mackenzie, Lyall, 
and Co_, show a most profuse expenditure of the large fort.une that 
had been laid by so carefully during his minority_ Seventeen lacs 
were expended in less than two months, and the entire capital was 
dissipated in less than two years, leaving the N awab Nazim a debtor in . 
their books_ 

"His Highness is anxious that the accounts should be carefully 
sifted, and if any sums have been improperly expended, or paid 
away without due authority, measures may be taken for their re
covery." 

8. Mr. Money, at the Nawab Nazim's request, called upon Messrs. 
Mackenzie, Lyall, and Co., in his letter dated the 14th September, 
1862, for authenticated copies of all the vonchers in their possession 
by· which they had paid away monies on His Highness's account, 
specifying the names of the persons who drew on them for the dif
ferent sums charged in their account current, and the names of the 
parties to whom the money was actually paid. 

4. Messrs. Mackenzie, LyaU, and Co., in reply, refer Mr. Money 
to the detailed accounts rendered by them to the Ni~amut alleging 
that they contain the information called for, and offering to prepare 
the voluminous vonchers for the inspection in their office of any 
party duly authorised to examine thelll. . 

6. By desire of the Nawab Nazim, Mr. Money wrote to Messrs. 
Mackenzie, Lyall, and Co., informing' them that His Highness had 
given full authority to Mr. R. D. Turn"ull, a gentleman residing in 
Calcutta, of high character, and an excellent accountant, to examine 
all His Highness's accounta, and requesting them to furnish Mr. 
Turnbull with all the vouchers connected with the accounts sub
mitted by them to His Highness, through the late Agent, Mr. 
Torrens.' 

6. In reply Messrs. Mackenzie, Lyall, and Co., inform Mr. Turnbull 
in a letter dated the 10th November, 1852, that they are quite pre
dared to submit for his inspection, in their office, all the vouchers 
for the accounts rendered by them to His Highness on the ufldeto
standing that in 80 far as they a,.e concerned .. 0 attempt is contem
plated td' ,..-opening these accounts which they allege were so long 
ago furnished by them. and which were subsequently deliberately 
audited, settled, and passed by His Highness, and further that some 
valid reason must be assigned for the re-examination of accounts 
which have been deliberately closed, before they can consent to the 
re-opening of them. 

7. Mr. Turnbull then requested Messrs. Mackenzie, Lyall, and 
Co. to let him know who had examined the vouchers relating to the 
accounts which His Highness the Nawab Nazim had handed over 
to him for examination, and which vouchers they object to produce 
unless it is distinctly understood that no attempt is to be made to 
re-open their •• settled accounts;" Mr. Turnbull further requested 
them to furnish him with a copy of the letter in which His Highness'S 
satisfaction of the correctness of the accounts is expressed. 

8. Messrs. Maukenzie, Lyall, and Co .• in reply, refer Mr. Turn
bull to their fOlmer eommunication to him dated the 10th instant. 
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9. It will be observed that MeBsrs. Mackenzie, Lyall, and Co., 
will not produce the vouchers for Mr. Turnbull'B inspection except 
under the distinct understanding that no attempt Bhould be made 
to re·open their "settled accounts;" a proviso to which His High
neBS would not give his consent. having no recollection whatever 
that he had eyer seen or approyed the accounts, or in any way giyen 
his sanction to their being settled and passed. I then placed myself, 
at His Highness's request, in communication with lI}essrs. Allan 
and Thomas, Attorneys·at. Law, and directed them to write to Messrs. 
Mackenzie, Lyall. &nd Co requesting them to furnish either Mr. 
Turnbull or myself with such proofs as might be at hand in verifil"&' 
tion of the aCCQunts submitted by them to the Nawab, embracing 
transactions from February, 1848. to 30th of April, 1849, during which 
time they had acted as His Highness's Agents. 

10. I, at the same time, told Messrs. Allan and Thomas to intimate 
to Messrs. Mackenzie. Lynll, and Co., that in seeking for information 
about the accounts, His Highness had no desire or intention to assail 
the accounts with any view tQ cause them trouble, loss. or injury, on 
the contrary, that His Highness will, as far as he possibly can do so, 
facilitate the means of proof which they mny hare to ofier, and will 
approve and' allow all such itemB as in justice and fairne.s .belong to 
HIS Highness's accounts. 

n. Messrs. Mackenzie, Lyall, and Co., in their note date 17th Jan., 
1853, in reply stated, that the death of their book·keeper, who com
piled the "",counts in question, the indisposition of Mr. McCallum (one 
of the partners), from which he was just recovering, the yeara that 
have passed away since t.he transactions alluded to were closed. will 
occasion a search among records long since put oaide. and necessarily 
Cl\use a considerable delay in laying their 'hands on the voluminous 
papers apperlainm!1: to these operations. 

12. That they will, however. have the task set about forthwith, and 
when the documents are in train. Messrs. Allan and Co. will be agnin 
communicated with, bnt much time will be required for the pnrpose, 
as the present i'l.Jheir busy Be •• on, and it would be most inconvenient 
to have their current business interrupted. 

13. In consequence of the circumstancea disclosed in evidence at 
the recent trial for peljury against Mr. Tiery, and particularly advert· 
ing to the e,·idence of Mr. D. McCallum, one of the membere of the 
firm of Maekenzie; Lyall, and Co. (a witness for the defence), oit 
appeared to His Highness the Kawab Nazim to be necessary for the 
protection of His Highness's interests, that suits Bhould be immedi&tely , 
commenced oguin"t Mackenzie, Lyall, and Co., and Mr. Tiery, for an 
account and reimbursement of the various sum a received, and applied 
by them. 

14. The evinence at the tri .. l ahows that the greatest irregularity, 
and even fraud, had in many instances been practised on the Nawab 
in the applicati~n of the enormous sums alleged to have been disbureed 
on his account, and Mr. McCallum's own evidence eBtabliBhes that 
what he did was under IIfr. Tiery's authority, and without the sanction 
or approval of His Highness, therefore it became evident that the 
sooner the extent and liability incurred by the.e part.ies can be ascer
tained, the sooner will the amount improperly npplied, and disbursed, 
be recovered. 
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15. His Highness seeing that no time should be lost iu adopting 
legal steps against both Messrs. Mackenzie. Lyall, and Co., and Mr. 
Tiery, ~igned two Retainers, empowering Messrs. Allan and Thomas. 
attorneys-at-law. to prosecute in the Supreme Court the above suits. 

16. Before the trial of Mr. Tiery, a General Retainel', on behalf of 
His' Highness, had been given to Mr. Ritchie, as senior counsel, and 
Mr. Cowie. as junior counsel, and since the trial Mr. Peterson has been 
added, as it was through his means that such important information 
was obtained on the trial as to the merits of the Nawab's claIms. 

17. His Highness hopes shortly to learn that bills have been filed 
on his behalf against Messrs. Mackenzie, Lyall. and Co and Mr 
Tiery. . 

18. Meanwhile, it is desirable that the fact of the intended suit,s 
should be kept secret until the suits have been actually instituted. 

19. His Highness would be glad to learn that these proceedings 
had met with the approval of the Most Noble the Governor of 
Bengal. 

I have. &c., 
(Signed) G. H MACGREGOR . 

Office of A. G. G., lo{oo;"hedabad, 
12th April, 1853. 

. Agent Governor-General. 

The action instituted by the Nawab ag3;inst the mer· 
cantile firm in Calcutta, the agents of Mr. Torrens, for the 
recove-ry in part or altogether of the sums they held 

for him having been afterwards stopped at the instigation 

of the Government, t~e Nawab was hopelessly debarred 
from obtaining his rights either in his political or his 

social position, and has ever since waited patiently to 

appeal to British Justice for the recovery of this and 
others of his lawful dues, which should long since have 

beeu accorded to him in full by the Government of India. 

In Ul48, the Governor.General, the Earl of Dalhousie, 

on his 'arrival in India, addressed His Highness in the 
following terms :-

From the EARL OF DALHOUSIE, K.T., to NAWAB SYUD 

MUNaooR ALl KHAN ,BEIJADOOR., NUSRUT JUNG (the 
presenfNAwAB NAZIM of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa), 
dated 12th January, 1848. ' 

.. Nawnb Sahib, of high worth and exalted station, my good brother, 
may pea.ce be with you. 



126 

. '" After expressing wishes words cannot describe for a joyful meeting 
.. what I have now the pleasure officially to announce, You will have 
" heard through the ordinary channel, my appointment of Governor
" General of India; I arrived at Calcutta and assumed the duties of 
" my office on the 12th January, 1848.' 

" Your Highness may be assured that this friend is desiroue, and 
" bent heart and soul to do all he can to knit the ties of attachment 
" and friendship, and to connect the bonds of harmony and concord 
" between the Honourable East India Oompany and yo.... Highness, 
"and that personal eentiments of the highest regard and esteem 
" should confirm the Relatione between ue, while .ealously striving to 
" promote the interest, establish the authonty and maintain the best 
•• understanding between aU the states and Sirdars of Hind, and the 
" Deccan, and this High and Paramount power by strict observancB 
" of word and bond, . and end .... ing fulfilment of Oompact and Treaty 
" in terms of e",;sting conditions, stipulations and articles arranged 
" and concerted . 

.. You have my hearty good will, and wish You weU, 
.' " (Signed) DALHOUSIE." 

The name of Lord Dalhousie is well known to readers of 
Indian history as connected with the policy of annexation 
and spoliation which carried out in India during his 
administration, notwithstanding the remonstrances of the 

Home Government and of the Native Princes who 
suffered 'Qy it. The Policy of unscrupulously setting aside 
all sense of Public faith and honour, and openly violating 
treaties and engagements of the most solemn kind under .... 
the most slender pretexts, and without mature considera-
tion, cannot possibly be justified. There can be but little 
doubt that the annexation of Oude and other arbitrary 
acts committed by IJord Dalhousie caused His Lordship 
t~ be looked upon as the despoiler of Indian Princes, 
and set on foot that feeling of disaffection amongst the 
allies and tributaries of the Bri~ish Government in India, 
which eventually led to the dreadful crisis in 1857 know 
as the Indian Mutiny or Sepoy Rebellion. The present 
N awab N azim did not. 'escape the general spoliation, for 
he was also treated with gross injustice by the Noble 
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Lord, yet he quietly bore up against the indignities 

offered him, and in 1857 was found one of the few faithful 

allies of the Br~tishin India~ as will hereafter be shown. 

From 1848, the year in which Lord Dalhom!ie entere~ 
upon his duties as the head of the Administration in 

India, till 1854, he had in vain sought for some pre

text whereupon to assault the hereditary rank, privileges, 

and dignity of the Nawab Nazim and Soubahdar of 
Bengal, Behar, and Orissa; but in 1854 an accident 

suggested to the Noble Lord a favoUl'able opportunity 

for breaking the pledges given by the British Govern
ment to support this Prince and his family for ever, and 

to observe an inviolate adherence to the obligations of 

Public Faith and Honour. His. Lordship a.t once took 
advantage of this accident for inflicting upon His High

ness summary injustice, by depriving hi~ and his 

family at once of their rights and privileges, and the 

immunities and pr~tection which they befl)r6 possessed 
of carrying on all legal proceedings through their 

Attorney or the Agent Governor-General. The Regula

tions of 1805, 1806, and 1823 were repealed, and Act 

XXVII of 1854 was arbitrarily framed. His Lordship 

having ignored the rights and claims of His High-

• ness which were' secured by Treaty - reduced his 

sa.lute frOID nineteen to thirteen guns, and prevented 

his going on future shooting excursions except under 
Police Surveillance, withholding at the same time 
the sums of money set "apart for his expenses on'those 

occasions. With regard to the several T~usts or Funds 
that had been 'established out of the Nawab's money 
and styled by the Court· of Directors "the Sacred In-
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herita,nce of the Nizamut Family," His Lordship declared 

they were all public money, and proposed that they 

should be converted into" a Book Debt bearing no In
terest," although the money was or ought to have been 

invested in Government Securities, bearing interest, 

" which was to be accounted for to the Nawab" (Pages 61 

and 7~). But what was the accident which'led to all tbis 

injustice PThe following corrt'spondence will show. His 

Lordship seemed determined to carry out certain 'lnds, 

and with this object held the Nawab responsible for a 

criminal act comlllitted in his camp while on a shooting 

excursion, of which he 'Ileither knew anything at the 

time nor heard of.' fora long time afterwards, and of 

which His Highness's servants even, who were accused 

of complicity, were declared innocent after a threefold 

trial. Several English gentlemen (Mr. Garrett, Judge of 

Bhurboom, an(1 the Honourable Ashly Eden, Secretary 

to the Governmfmt of Bengal, and others) were present 

with His Highness in the Camp. Yt't neither they nor 

His Highness heard a word about the Il-ffair till some 

months a~ttrwards, when SUSI;icion was awakened that 

something wrong had been done by somebody. This 
led to an inquiry into the affair by His Highness, and 

afterwards to the public trials, first by Native and then 

by English Judges. The principal actor in the tragedy, 

'a stranger in the Camp, was never caught, he having 

made his escape before the Cam'p returnee!. 

To gentlemen of the legal profession this case will 

furni:;h much interest, and exhibit the arbitrary power 

exerted by the Governor-General of Indi,a, not only against 
a Native Prince, but also against the patient investiga-
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tious of Courts of Justice presided over by English 
Judges! 

MURDER CASE. 

From the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, tu the 
Got·I!TfU)r-General's Agent, MOORSHEDABAD. 

Dated Fort "William, 15th Nov., 1853. 

Sir, 
I am direetro by the Most Noble the GovemorofBengal to forward 

for your inforrulltion, and for the purpose hereinafter m~ntioned, copy 
of a letter from Mr. E. T. Trevor, who was entrusted with the prose
cution of Aman Ali Khan and others, on a charge of wilful murder, 
together with two printed copies of the judgments of the 8essions and 
l'i i,amut C~urte on the e&.08. 

2. Whlltever view may be taken'of tAt! jtulicial deci8iorl of tAt! lotDer 
tribunal as regards Aman Ali Khan, and the ot.her criminals, who 
lIave been acquitted on all the colmts of the charge, the fact ~ estab
lish~d by the conviction of five of the prisoners, that a gross and 
horrible act of cruelty ext('nding over several days, commencing with 
the torture of two suspected persons, and ending wit,h their death, was 
committed in the mmp of the Nawab Nazim by persona eit.her in his 
ssrvice, or under hi. authority, and within fifty yards ofRis Highness's 
own tent; Aman .Ali Khan the chief e,much, by his own admission, 
w.... cognizant of the outrage, he heard in his tent the cries of the 
victims, though his t('nt was pitched on the opposite side of the Nawab 
Kazim's tent to that near which the torture was in6icted, and it is in 
evidence th .. t the same cries were heard by others in the camp. 
Though this atrocious crime was committed in the district of MaIda, 
during the first five days of April, no information of ita occurrence was 
given to t,he police of that district, or to any other public officer. On 
the contrary, it was given out, apparently Oil autluJnf!J, that the men 
died of cholera, and it was not uutil the lot of May, after the retom of 
the camp to Moorshedabad, that a report of the real I'ircumstances 
reached the magistrate of the district, and led to the inquiry which 
terminated in the trial. 

3. The Govemor of Bengal Mrlnot COHSent to p~ ffl.u _tier to 
rest at tAt! point to wfl.icfl. tAt! jU<Ucial decision oj tAt! Sudder Court o\tJ8 
left it. It is quite necessary, in his Lordship's opinion, t·hat the 

·l'iawab Nazint, in whose camp. and und~r whose very eyes this 
monstrous outrage upon humanity has been pe'petrated. should be 
required to give an explanation of his <'Onduct in the matter; that 
measures should be taken to ma"k the sense entertuined by·the Govem
ment of ouch proceedings, and that safeguards should be provided 
against repetltion of them in future. 

4.. The history of the case, as it a/l'el"o the N ..... ab Nazim and the 
eunuch., hi. servants. is ItS folio ..... :-
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5. His Highness, during his'late shooting excul'Sion in the district of 
MaIda, pitched his camp, on the 30th March at the village of Ranpoor. 
the murdered men, Hingoo, a Fakeer, and Muddee, the son of a Golan 
in the service of the Nazim, accompanied the camp. The persons 
named in the margin formed part of His Highness suite, and of these, 
Syud Im,an Ali was Urzbegy .of the Palace, and Aman Ali Khan, the 
chief and confidential eunuch, having the general oontrol over all His 
Highness's arrangements during the excursion. 

6. The principal tents in the camp belonged to the Nawab Nazim, 
to Aman Ali Khan, and 'to the other eunuchs. His HighneBBs occu
pied the centre tent, one side of which was the tent of Aman Ali 
Khan, and on the other the tent of the other eunuchs. They are 
generall!J pitcked at a short distance, about fifty yards, from each 
other. 

7. On the morning of the 31st March, while His Highness, with the 
greater part of his sllite, was out shooting, a box containing property, 
belonging to one Meah Auoomun, was f"llnd missing. Hingoo and 
M uddee were seized on suspicion of having stolen the box, and 
throughout that day, both bifore, and after His Highness'S return from 
shooting, were beaten and tortllred for the purpose of inducing them 
to confess, and point out the property. The tortllre was inDicted in 
the ·verandah of the eunuch's tent, and in a pal pitched within two 
yards of it. It was inllicted by servants of the Nawab Nazim, under 
the direction of the Urzbegy, and in the presence of all the eunuchs, 
except., perhaps, Arnan Ali Khan himself, and Aman Ali Khan was, 
on his own admiSSIon, cognizant of wbat was going on, and .ent 
messages to atop it. The beating and torture appear to have been 
continued nnder the same circumstances during the 1st and 2nd April. 
On the 8rd of A pril, the camp moved to AlIa!, and the tortllred men 
being unable to walk, were carried with the camp. There tke!J were 
attended b!J tke nati"e doctor to tke camp, who applied ointment Bnd 
poultices to the wounds On the 5th, the camp moved to Gujoli, and 
there the tOf'l;nred men were ·seen by George Shapcott, the coachman, 
and others in the camp, in the same pal as before, with their bodies 
raw and swollen, and the native doctor ineffectually applying remedies. 
Hingoo died on that day, and Mllddee the day after, both from the 
effect of their wounds. Certein persons in the service of the Nawab 
Nazim were summoned by a Hurkara'to wash the bodies previou8 to 
burial, and theoe pl1rsons saw the state of the bodies, and knew that 
death had been caused by beating. The bodies were then buried at a 
short distance from the tents, and it was given out that the men had 
died of cholera. During the whole of this time, from the 31st March 
to t.he 6th April. Aman Ali Khan, and the other ellnuchs dined with 
the Nawab. 

8. Although the evidence adduced on the trial was not sufficient to 
satisfy the Court of Nizamut, Adawluth, that Arnan Ali Khan and 
other eunuchs were guilty of the legal crime of being acceS80ry, or 
privy, to the culpable homicide of which the other prisoners were most 
deservedly convicted, and tkougk tke judicial Bentence of acquittal 
pU8ed b!J tke Court is final, aud respect. tk_ liabilit!J of tke.e men to 
crimi"al punishment, !Jet tke effect of tkat sentence is by flO means to 
r~lie.e tke e1Inueka of tke leaat degree of reapoTllibilil,v for tkeir c(}7ldtlct 
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to tke;r master, the Nawab Naz;m, (md sUllless to reliefJs His High· 
116SS from tloe ZeafJt degree of responsibilit!l for his own act" aM tMse 
of his servants to tloe Government under wMeh he lOOM, and upon which 
he depends. 

9. His Lordship has read the judgment of the Zillah and Sudder 
Court., and the arguments of the Council on both sides with great 
attention, and be rises from tke perusal qf tloem satisfied begond all 
reasonable doubt, not only that Arnan Ali Khan and the other eunuchs 
were cognizant of the torture of the murdered men, of their death in 
consequence of the torture, and of the fulseness of the rumour which 
ascribed their death to cholera, but that the former failed to use tloe 
influence loe had to prevent the crime, and tl>at tl>e latter toole an active 
part in its perpetration. 

10. In the absence of any explanation on the part of the Nawab 
N a.zim, it must also be inferred from the circumstances stated on the 
t"ial, that His Highness, whose tent was pitcloed about fifty yards from 
tloe place where the mffl were tortured, aM wOO dined daily witl> tloe 
eunuckG, was himself cognizant of the torture, of the death that ensued 
from the torture, and of the fulseness of the rumour which ascribed the 
death of these men to cholera. And, iftMs be so, His Highness has 
failed in his duty to the Govt'rnment in not causing information of the 
crime to be given to the proper authorities, and las rendered !>imseif 
uable to a very serious responsibility. 

11. Under the circumstances above detailed, I am directed by the 
Government to request that you will call upon the Nawab Nazim to 
state fully and exactly, in writing, what was his knowledge of the 
events connected with the torture aud deatlt of Hingoo and Muddee, 
both during and after their occurrence, and to explain why hefaUed to 
exert !>is autMrity to prefJent tke perpetration of sO outrageoU8 a 
crime, almost in his very presence; wky ke has continued, and still con· 
tinuea, to sMwfavour aM countenance to those who were concerned in, 
and cognizant of it; and why, after the death of the mUl'dered men, 
he did not either inform you of what had occurred, or cause information 
thereof to be given to the Officers of Justice. 

12. You will request a formal interview with His Highness for the 
purpoRe of delivering to him in person a copy of this letter, and you 
will take the occasion of impressing upon His Highness tloe eztreme 
gravity of the position in whick he hilS placed kimseif. 

13. His Lordship expects an early reply to this communication. 
I have, &0., 

(Signed) CECIL BEADON, ESQ., 
Secretary t.o t,he Government of Bengal. 

Fort William, the 21st Oct,., 1853r 

From E. TREVOR, ESQ., to CECIL BEADON, ESQ. Secre.
tary to the Govll'rnment of Bengal. 

SIB,-
I have the honour to ,,,b,,.il Ih. folluw;,.g remark. upon Ike jur/[Fmr,., 

.if tke Budder Ni.a" ... t, in the case of Government to. Arnan Ali Khan, 
II: 2 
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and others. I am induced to do so, as· I cUluider that the parties 
released, were all committed to the Sessions on a charge ",hieh ~rI' be." 
fully p"oved agaiml ... ery one of Ihe", (I allude to the charge of privity), 
by the evidence relied on by the Judges, by .,·ide",., allowed in its full 
force as it stRnds, and by Ihe fact. of the case as allowed by all. 

2. The evidence against Aman Ali Khan is somewhat different from 
tbat against the other released dep~ndents, and his case I would con
sider separately. I propose, in the first. place, to offer a few remarks 
upon the reasons assigned by the Judges-for the rejection of all the 
evidence adduced for the prosecution, which speaks of the active perpe
tration of any of the released persons in the torture of the deceased. 
In the next place, I would consider how (irrespective of this rejected 
evidence) II" cha.-ge of privily i.'fully provedllgaIDstall the inmates of 
the eunuchs' tent; and lastly, how the same charge is fully proved 
against Aman Ali Khan. 
. 3. First I would d1'8ow attention to the reasons assigned bytheJ udgesfor 

the rejection off our of the witnesses for the prosecution in these remarks 
. and, indeed, in all Ih. remark., which I may consider il my " .. t.V 10 
.. ,ake on this case_ I trust it will not appear that II"y Qre uffered in Ihe 
'pi,.il of a t/i8appoillle" at/voenl', but of one, who entrusted with the 
conduct of the case, only after the committal of the accused to the Sessions 
(and, therefore, in no way responsible for the evidence offered in support 
of the charges), has really some good resources to assign for his belief, 
that some of the guilty parties have escaped the punishment due to the 
Crime proved against them. 

4. Four witnesses have been rejected in 1010, Hossainee, Denoo, 
Hurgun, and Rabaruali. The first.-named, was the servant of the person 
whose box was said to have been stolen, and in whose charge it then 
was, so that, as stated by the Court, he i. lhe party upon "1"0111 " .. pic'i." 
"'ould nalu-ally fall; but it is to be observed, that it does not appear, 
that suspicion did at any time attach itself to tbis man up to the very 
day of his giving evidence, he continued in the service of his former 
master, and it.ja..to be observed, in the next place, that the torture of 
the deceased took place at the end of March and beginning of April, 
and this man's evidence. was taken not until the beginning of May, and 
then,. no.inquiry into any theft .was being instituted, so that J ti~ nol8e. 
why he should Ib.ra be an.r:ious 10 bring '''e char{(. "f iIl-lrealing Ih. 
,lec,aud h""" I~ .,h. de/,ndanl.. I am not certain that I fully under
stand the remurks of the Court relative to this man, but after giving 
them all the conside1'8tion in my power, I refer to the authentical 
manner in which the argument is put, that the evidence of an approver 
is to be considered as e"titled to more credit than that of an ordinary 
witness, as the former is under a special obligat.ion to disclose the whole 
truth. I always thought that every witness was under the obligation 
of an oath to do so, and should think that an ordinary witness under 
the obligation of an oath, was more likely to tell the truth than an 
approver--a party to the crime, under the special obligation to tell the 
truth, on the pain of being placed again in the felon's dOl'k-wilh 
r~!(ard 10 Ih. im"ro~abil;Ii~. in lhi. man', .,,;denu. I can only SIlY, that 
Jam cr_d"l ....... ou.~h 10 lulie,', th.m all; and with regard to lhe gro •• 
eonlradielion" the Court do not say, whether the mBn contrailleted 
him.elf or other witnesses. Even the learned counsel, for some of the 
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defendants, Mr. Clarke, does uot accuse him of the former, and the 
points on which he contradicts the other witnesses, as given by Mr. 
Clarke, to which tent the parties accused of the theft were first taken 
on the return of His Highness f'·OID hunting on the day 01 the theft, the 
position in which they were bound, the medicine applied to the wounds, 
and the manner in which they were conveyed from one halting place 
to another. In my humhle opinion, -cnnl,·ufI;ctiow; upn" 111.0. ;71I71"dial. 
po;n/~'t rnthl'r mQk~ fiJT.,he Iruth fJ/'tAr. 7nnln'ial puints d'pn."ed 10, particu
larly when it. is borne in mind, that his evidence before the Judge was 
much more detailed than that before the Magistrate, and that his evi
dence upon nel\rly aJI the above points was elicited by quest.ions from 
the Co~rt Or .the counsel for the prisoner. For instance, when this 
mau salll, the men were bound hand and foot, he was called on by the 
Court to show the position they were in, which he did. However, this 
person Wlls not a mere" casual observer" -as the other three rpjected 
witnesses were, and if his evidence is contradicted, by them on minor 
points, it is entitled to be believed in preference. It no where is 
asserted, to the best of my knowledge, that the evidence of this man is 
contradicted by evidence considered trustworthy by the Court. 

5. The other three witnesses ara rejected, because their evidence is 
contradicted by other evidenca better entitled to credit. This is con
clusive. But I must be aJIowed to observe, that in their remarks upon 
the evidence of these men, the Judges have thrown doubts on a point, 
which was not denied by the accused themselves, viz., the presence of 
these men in the camp. It would appear that ,the Judges have ovel'
looked a petition presented to the Magistrate by the defenda.nts, in 
which they allege that two of the five witnesses I withdrew, were not 
present in the camp at all, and ask permission' to prove they were not 
there. Now surely had the three witnesses, rejected by the Court, 
not· been there, a similar petition would have been given them before 
the Magi.trate, and as surely, evidence would have been offered by the 
learned counsel for Arnan Ali Khan to show that ,the very witnesses 
who deposed to his client" having instigated and participated in the 
outrage," were not in the camp at aJI. 

'6. Another point calling for remark is, that these witnesses being 
" casual obse.·vers," were not likely to be able to depose to particulars 
after sueh a lapse of time, but with aJI deference I would submit that 
the death· of the parties, whom these persons depose to having seen 
beaten, very. shortly after the ill-treatment, being, as allowed by the 
Judges themselves, "a matter of notoriety;" and these three witnesses 
having. according to their own uncontradicted statement,accompanied 
the camp for more than two months from first to last, it is very probable, 
nay, I may say certain, that the subject would be frequently discussed, 
and those things which would not have been remembered, perhaps, by 
a mere passer-by, became fixed in thaiI' memory; should not the same 
objel·tion apply to some of the evidence relied on by the Court, especiaJIy 
to that of Hadjee Monnah? 

'1. Allowing, however; that the evidence of these four witnesses is 
unworthy of any 0.· the least credit, and putting it aside altogether, I 
do maintain, a. I said before, that there i.s evidence $1Iificient to bring 
the charge oj privity home to all the parties who have been released. 
I would consider first the Case made out against. the defendants, 
e;r(·pplillg A.man A.li Khan. 
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8. The charge which I maintain to be fully proved against these 
pel'BOns is thus defined by the Court of Sudder Nizamut, in a Circular, 
No.8, dated 7th June, 1857.-" The act which comtitutes 'privity' in 
this country, corresponds with the misprision of felony in English law, 
viz., the concealment of a felony which a man knows. but never assented 
to, or the observing silently the commission of a felony without using 
any endeavours to apprehend. the offender; it is, therefore, strictly an 
offence of a negative kind-consisting in the concealment of something 
that .ought to be revealed;" and again, a little lower down. "The 
one (viz, privity) is in its kind negative, and requires nothing but 
silent, passive acquiescence in the commission of a felony to constitute 
it." 

9. Now, I submit that to prove a crime of this "negative" nature, 
circumstantial evidence is the species of evidence most to be relied on ; 
by circumstantial evidence, I mean direct evidence of certain minor 
facts, which, if unexplainedbj any other evidence, proves that it is 
impossihle, but that the parties should have known of the felony. 
Now the facts of this nature in the prescnt case, as either allowed by 
all, or fully proved by evidence considered trustworthy by the Court. 
are these: In the camp of His Highness, there were three tents, and 
three only; these were pitched in a line, in the centre was the tent 
of the Nawab, on the one side that of Aman Ali Khan, on the other 
that of th.e defendants who have been released, and of two of the 
defendants who have been punished, . close outside this tent (" two or 
four cubits distant," one witness, Mahomed Ameen, ca\ls it), was 
pitched. B pale, in that pale for some days, the deceased were, in it 
they received medical treatment for their wouw, and in it they died. 
Their bodies, frightfully lacerated, and "raw all the way down," as 
the witness, George Shapcott, deposes. Now, with all this array of 
fsets against a.ll the inmates of the tent, and in the absence of any 
attempt to explain them. the Court have declared them not guilty of 
privity, or, in other words, il ia not proved that these men "con
cealed anythi~hat ought to be revealed." 

10. But there is evidence against them. The eunuch, Mahomed 
Ameen, whose testimony has been considered trustworthy by the 
Sudder Court, went to the tent of the Meahs on two occasions, when 
the deceased were' being ill-treated on the first day, and the day 
after. This witness had been out shooting with the N awab on the 
morning of the day of the a.lleged thea, and had retUfDed with the 
retinue, so that the Meahs were in the eamp at this time. and in the 
absence of any attempt to prove that they were not in their own 
tent, it is a fair presumption, that they were there. This witness 
went there and saw Burra Sahib and Mogul Jan beating the de
ceased, one of whom was bound, and both were in the tent of the 
Meahs. He does not say he saw any of these latter; but as I said 
in my written reply, this man was a most unwilling witness for the. 
prosecution, and had evidently a wish to screen his fellow-eunuchs. 
He went the next day to the Meahs' tent a second time; this time he 
did not go inside, but he saw the deceased in the verandah of the 
tent; the hands of one of them tied to the tent-pegs. Some of the 
MMhs at this time were inside, and some were outside the tent, but 
this man could not l'Cmember any of their names; he could only 
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remember that he saw the Urzbegy Syud Eman Ali and his sprvant. 
Now surely, it <'an hardly be said, that all this bpating and bindiug 
could take plaoo inside the tent, in the verandah of the tent, and the 
inmates thereof know nothing about it. But so it has been held by 
the Sudder Court. Neither the evidence from the acknowledged facts 
of the esse, nor that borne by Mahomed .Ameen has been considered 
sufficient to make out even a primd f~ esse against these men, for 
it must be remembered that (with the exception of Afreen) they have 
ouly called evidence to character. I repeat, that toitA all due rifer
mICe to tAc JudgtJ8 of tAc Budder Court, """'"!/ inmate of tAe Mealul' 
tent Aa.o be .... profJed to be guilty of prifJity. I say, that to suppose 
they knew nothing of the torture and subsequent death of the de
ceased, is to suppose something more extraordinary than any incon
sistency apparent in the evidence of the four rejected witnesses. That 
they concealed wAatefJer they knew from tAe prope,. autAorititJ8 i8 
e.nae..t from the whole esse. 

n. But altAougA I beli8fJe these ....... all to Aav" b ...... guilty of 
concealing ihe felony, I tAink tAat tAe ends of jlJoftice wOlfld AafJe be"" 
fully afl8Wered by a sligAt fine, for I consider them to have been 
completely under the orders of. the chief eunuch, AlDan Ali Khan. 
I make this observation on tAe supposition tAat privity alone i8 
p,.OfJed. The Court having rejected the evidence that proved an 
active participation. 

12. I come now to consider how .Aman Ali Khan is affected by tAe 
evidence as to tAe cAarge of privity, The Court have recorded the 
following "as regards the charge of privity to the crime, we would 
remark that there is no direct evidence to the fact of the prisoner. 
A man Ali Khan, (37) taking any part, or being directly or indirectly 
concerned, either in the burying of the bodies, or in giving currency 
to the report of the thieves having died of cholera. The mere possi
bility that the rumour of the death of these men reached the ears of 
the prisoner (37), is not in itself sufficient to bring home to him the 
charge of concealing, or procuring the concealment, of the felony; to 
6stablisA sueA a cAarge, there need be some proof tAat, tAo"gA nol 
cons .... ting, "e was personally cognisant of t"e crime, and, t"o"gA able, 
rifrained from preventing it, or neglected to "se any .... deafJOur for tAe 
apprekensw. oftAe offenders. Now, I am quite prepared to allow, 
that there is no evidence direct or indirect to· show that Aman Ali 
Khan took any part in the burial of the deceased, or in ~preading 
the report of their death from cholera. But surely, the charge of 
privity may be brought home to him by evidence in other points than 
these. I . maintain there is abundance of proof to show that he was 
personally cognisant of the ill-treatment of the deceased-in fact. 
he confesses it-he allows that on two occasions, Ae s .... t persons to 
forbid it; as to his neglecting to use any endeavours for the app~
hension of the offenders, it is patent on the record that he never did 
BO. It must be borne in mind that this man produced no evidence 
to explain anything, he merely produced evidence to character, :which 
evidenL"6 has had no share in producing his acquittal, as it IS not 
alluded to in the judgment. It follows, then, that in t"e opinioll of 
tAe Court, there is not 8t1ficient evidence di,.ect, indirect, or presump
tive to warrant t"is mall having b8Blt put "POll "is trial. What that 
evideuce is, I will now endeavour to show. 
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13. First, I would call attention to the fact. as eit.her 8.\10 w~d or 
deposed to. This man was the Dewan of the Nawab, he was con.e
quently the second in rank in the camp; he h .. d a tent of his own. on 
the other side of the Naw"b's tent, from that of the Meahs' tent.; 
they were all pitehed in the immediate vicinity of one another, This 
man had the gen",·al .uperintendence of all matters during this hunt· 
ing excursion, to him it would appear all matters were referred. At 
Nowguriah, fOl' instance, when the defendant, Fureed Klmn, was 
about to carry off' a driver of one of the game-carts. Shnpcott in
terfered, saying, "You shall do nothing until the Khan Sahib comes." 
'fhi. being an appellation of Aman Ali. Again, ,,'.""n the deceased 
are being iU-treated on two occasions, the matter 1s reported to Am .. n 
Ali Khan, and he 8ends order8 to tl,e parties to desist. This -man 
every day, from the date 0/' the seizure of the deceased to tloe dag of 
their death accompanies His Highnes8 ouf. 8hooting, his companions 
on these occasions being some of the inmates of the eunuchs' tent, 
added to this, "the notoriety" of the events, for as the J udgcs sl1Y 
in another pal-t of their judgment, "The notoriety of the events, whi("h 
form the grounds of this case must have made them known to 
many who were present with the Nawab's camp." Yet with 011 Uli., 
it is not alwwable to presume that .J.mall .J.li Khan knew of the 
death 0/' the deceased in consequence of the treatment theg had re
ceived. I submit, that in the absence of all evidence to explain the 
above circumstances consistently with his own innocence, there arises 
a strong nat.ural presumption of Aman Ali's guilt. I maintain that 
to. suppose this person ignorant 0/' the ca .... e 0/' death of the deceased, 
is to make a supposition inconsistent with tlle admitted circumstances 
of the case, I sa. 'I, that we have direct evidence to .how that .J.man 
Ali Khan is guil(f/ 0/' privity. By which I mean, that we have direct 
evidence of some fact8 which render it imp08sible to believe that this 
man never knew that a fewny had been committed. 

14. Did the evidence go no further than this P I should, with all 
deference, thinJ.,it "Iufficient to convince the minds of all reasonable 
men beyond all reasonable doubt," but the evidence goes much further. 
In my opinion, there u.re two fncts which bring the guilt of privity 
home to the accused, without the least doubt. The.e faLots al·e: lot. 
that he knew' of the beating on the first and se~ond day, proved by his 
own admission and by the evidence relied on by the Court. 2nd. Thai 
he .'lave orders to the camel-driver. to go to the Burro Sahib for order., 
and his orders were to take one of the deceased to N owguriah. To 
take them in order. 

15. It appears, as givell in the judgment, that the deceased were 
beaten for several days in succession, between the 31st March, the date 
of the alleged charge, and the 6th of April, the date of the death of 
Hingoo. The ill-treatment did not apparently c.ontinue for more than 
three or four days, as it would appear from the evidence of Bhughabun 
Ghose, t.he apprentice, that ,b. tlecea .. d were untl,r m.dical Ir."lmml, 
while the encampment was at Alla.l, infacl, Ib,y wrr~ flat /"alm after 
'hr!l kfl PUrnflp(lr~. Now t/a~ lime the e,.("nmpnlt!fli wn. al Puranpare 
".,,, four tiDY"; and we have the admission of Aman Ali Khan, that he 
in~ fir ,II, b""if&!( tI" thp. firll' untl ,t!('olld da!l~. Nuw BIlI,p'J,e 11a"e 
had hem e,·;,Jtnt't! lu implicdte one Qj' t"e d,./rndanllJ, '" l,nrlidpnlilllJ in 



137 

'lae i/l-lreallRml. o .. ly Oil llae., 'wo or..,ui"..., wo"ld lae Ia'lfle "eell rel",.,,1 
".V Ihe Courl. aRlI aC'l"Wed ".I all.lanre ill llae lao",ici,I.! Would n.,t 
the C<>urt have said, in a case of this nature, where tlie ill·treatment 
extended over ,."r days. if i. i"",o"il,le 10 sny Ifl whal par,;""Iar Ii .... 
lIa .. e po"r v reich., ,,,et v'i11a 'he injurie. Ihal v', re aclual'.v fatal 10 life .. 
It is proved that YbU ill-Ireal, d tlaem ''''0 ""ys oul of Ihe four. 8.11'\ 
II&.-r~J;Jre you aTt! as K,,;I,!! •. f 11ft tlc('r8tON/ iJl tAe "ulpnf,/e homicitit' of 
llae parti... Apply this to Aman Ali; he knew that the parties were 
beaten two days out of the four, (but how far the ill-treatment had pro
ceeded it.is impossible to say. for wit.hin a ",eok from tAr lad occ, .. · .. ~ 

. Iht pnrli .. di,d). having been in the interior within a few pares of the 
tent occupied by tillS ma.n's daily companions, a.nd yet the Judges say. 
"II is an unlnir ctlflSil"Hr/iofl of IAe IICls of A,H"" .. iii 10 prrswlllt! tA,,1 h,. 
IDa.' "eCelSflril!l aware lhat tleulA W!J'S ,I.e C"mut'qurtlce of INcA ill-Irralu.ml:' 
I submit, that il i .• " "lOsl fair 1"'e,,-u'''plio1l to .lIppo.e. thnl, a, the ill
Irea/,nnat ton.t IUticf' r"portf'd to tAis p..,..fOR, 8ubsequent occurrences 
were reporte4 too, a.nd that in the absence of the least attempt to ex
plain a.nything whatever, " Ensu!!'1a fa,.. b.eII prowd to ,,'arranl a "'''.011-
Ollie ORII just ("onclu·iorl agllinst lain •. " . 

16. I am not sure that I understa.nd the mea.ning of the expression • 
.. an unfair 'Construction of the acts of Aman Ali," &C. A.s far a.t I 
understand the 'ltatter, I put no constt"flctWII "POR h&& acts, ill a"y way 
differentfrom that put upon them by the Court. WhatI do is to draw 
inferences from those acts, to ."Olb that he must have knowlI of the 
death of the deceased, having confessedly, on two occasions, heard of 
their ill-treatment. . 

17. I proceed now to consider the evidence aft'ecting Arnan Ali Khan 
given by the two witnesses of the defendant, Fureed Kha.n. I main
tained as mentioned by the Court, and do' maintain, that this eviden,'8 
implicaled Arna.n Ali Kha.n most seriously. and I infer from the strenuous 
eft'orts made by Mr. Longueville Clarke, the learned C<>unsel for Aman 
Ali, to throw discredit upon it, that that was his opinion also, yet the' 
Court says, .. '''a' la" .... a. it Bland., il d" •• Rot II 0 fa,. enough 10 ./IOID 
t"al llae pris",," (37) u·a. aware for wfaat purp'''. llae c"",.h ~re "e-
9lJirfd.' The Courl are n~1 ,uite "o".el in saying that from the third 
witness nothing was elicited. The witnesses were four in number. from 
the lirst nothing was elicited inc tlpating Arnan Ali. from the second and 
third evidence inculpatory was elicited, and the evidence of the remain
ing one was not taken at the desire of the defendant-calling lllm. It 
appears from the evidence of thes!l and other witnesses, that it had 
been at one time the Nawab's intention to go to a place called Now
guriah from Purl'anpore, and to that place Shapcott, with others, had 
gone in advance. His Highness afterwards changed his nlind, and de
termined not to go to N owgurish, but to Allal instead; it therefore be
came necessary to recall the adva.nce camp to Purra.npore; for llais 
purpose, po> II!I, al aboUI .... "..,. o'clock al higlat, ,,,'0 ca,.aels ",ere ord.red 
10 be go' rendy. Tile dri"er8 111 ... 1 10 .I", ... .;IIi'. leIIl to ..... er/"i .. 
wfaella" the 0, de,. t"e.. recei,'e,1 Ill". "orred 0" .. ot. They recei"ed 
fur anawer, from himself, that 'laey were 10 go 10 lfae Burra Sahib allft 
tlo wfaal he 'old lfae".. Th,,!! wmJ, ""d wtre ortlertd 10 lah .. tette,. 
to the Mooshi .. fI' Jeehun Lal at Nowguriah, and to take a man "'ho was 
put in charge of F\\I'reed Khan, one of the camel drivel'S. Now it is, 



138 

admitted that Ihr person called the Burra Sahib i. 'lOt one of th" Nawuh'" 
r.tinue at all, why, then, should he be the person to give a.ny di"cction 
a.bout the cha.nge in the Na.wa.b's plans? But he wa., by alt aerounts, 
the 'I1l'J,t active imtrttfllrnt i" tAe IQrtUl'e of the lu:o tltel'aSt d, he wa.t Ihe 
/int to arr~Bt Murldee. On ellery fJcca.,i',n 0fill-1re(llmf'''''' he u·a.1i p,est'nl; 
he law then. -ti., and ord<red their hurial, When, then, we find persons 
referred to this ma.n, by name, for directions, when we find one of the 
decea.sed immediately g,ven into their charge, is it not a. fa.ir presump
tion, in the absence of a.ny explanation, that the pel'son referring these 
parties to such a ma.n knew w ha.t would be the couseq ueuee of their 
going to the Burrs. Sa.hib for orders? As for the assent of Aman Ali 
Khan to what took pla.ce at Nowguria.h, the Judges quite misunder
stood me if they thought tha.t I inferred such assent from wha.t wa.s de
posed to by the witnesses whose evidence I a.m uow considering. Asseut 
would have made him an' accessory Privity, as defined by the Court, 
is "the cone('aling a. felony which a. ma.n knows, but n,ver a .. elfted 10." 
To bring the charge of privity home to .Aman Ali Khan, it is not neces
sary t4a.t he should be respousible in any way for the ill-usa.ge at Now
gnriah; wha.t I ma.intain is, that there is every presumption tha.t he 
knew why the camels were sent to Nowguriah. There would be no 
wea.k presumption tha.t he knew it from the ""'Y .ituation Ih"t he held in 
lhe ca,"p o/,t4.e Nawab; to this is a.dded the testimony of the two wit
nesses, tha.t I .. ortlered them to go to th. Burra Sahib Jor ortlera, a man 
fwl connt'cUtl with the Nawab', AfJwehol,J, but tAt fll081 active in the 
tflrt"" of Ih. ".ceased, these fa.cts, I submit, induce a strong suspicion 
of -guilt, and where .. the accused might, if he were innocent, explain 
those circumstances consistently with his own innocence, and yet does 
not offer such explanation, a strong natura.l presumption a.rises that he 
is guilty, and in general when a party has the mea.ns of rebutting and 
explaining the evidence a.dduced a.ga.inst him, if it tends to the truth, 
the omission to do so furnishes a. forcible inference against him." 

18. Surely the facts deposed to by these witnesses do bea.r me out in 
the opinion that .Ama.n .Ali Khan is seriously implica.ted thereby_ No 
expla.na.tion w.ver is offered_ None could be offered, I presume, for 
the efforts of the learned Counsel were mainly directed to t.hrow dis
credit on the testimony, a.nd in tha.t he ha.s been successful; but, taklm 
a8 it stands, the Judges say, it is not sufficient to bring the charge of 
prifJity, ",,1m home to Aman Ali Khan. 1hey cannot draw any con
cluswnfrom it condemnatory of th,. accused,for he had no motivefor 
ill-using the thieves, ana it is in evidtmce, that he endeavoured to pre-
vent their ill .... age. . 

19. With reapect to motives-I think tha.t considering the position 
held by the accused, he may be thought to have been interestea in the 
discooery qfthe theflsaid to have taken place in the camp, where he 
ma.naged everything, and in the immediate vicinity of his own tent, 
and he certa.inly knew on two occasions, by his own admission, that 
the persons accused were ill-treated to make them point out the pro
perty. So that even allowing that he had no personal motive for 
ill-treating them, it is admitted, that he knew they were ill-trea.ted, 
and as for his endeavours to prer.ettt their ill-treatment, is it to be 

, believed, tha.t tll/l notoriously powerful Ama.n Ali Kha.n, the favorite 
eunuch and Dewan of the Nawab, could not have put a stop to the 
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ill-usage, had he been really in earnest P E,.en had he not been able 
to do so, there were the poliga in the very village, whom he might 
have called to his aid_ I do maintain that to allow this man knew of 
the ill-usage on two occasions, and knew no more, that he told thtl 
camel-drivers to go to the Burra Sahib for orders, and did not know 
what those orders were to be, is to suppose something far more impro
bable than anything deposed to by the rejected witnesses, 

20. I would again call attention to the definition of ,privity, as given 
above in Para. 8, to prove a crime of this negative nature, the crime 
of concealing something known Evidence tending to prove such 
knowledge is, of course, necessary, and if there is no evidence to prov" 
that the person charged confessed his knowledge of the felony, the 
evidencefromfacts tending to pro.e that hemuat have known it, ls of 
p.culiar, value. Such evidence, I maintain, we have in this case. 
The acknowledged facts of this case, independent of direct testimony, 
do, in my opinion, bring home to Aman' Ali Khan, and the other 
eunuchs, the guilt of privity. For it. must be borne in mind that no 
explanation whatever is offered of anything. Surely in the absence of 
any explanation or oontradiction, enough has been proved to warrant 
a just and reasonable conclusion against the o.ccused. Surely the 
evidence is of such a nature as to exclude to a moral. certainty, every 
hypothesis, but that of their guilt of the offence imputed to them. -

21. I have now. in conclusion, to express a hope, that I have said 
nothing in. theae remarks at all showing a want of respect towards the 
Judges who have released tke accused. Should there be anything at 
all approaching to disrespect, I cau only say, it is unintentional, it is 
tke judgment I attack, not the Judges . 

22. I trust I may be allowed to express my opinion' that the 
Magistrate, Mr. Carns, in the preparation of this case generally has 
evinced great care, and he was ot' essential service to me in the con
duct of it. from his intimate acquaintance with all the circumstances as 
deposed. 

I have, &c., 
. E_ J. TREVOR. 

(True copy) 
Under-Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 

PROCEEDINGS before the Sessions-Judge, MR. D. J. 
MONEY, containing the Speeches of LONGUEVlLLE CLARKE, 

EsQ.., Barrister-at-Law, a'fl-d W. A. }IONTRIOu, EsQ.., Bar
rister-at-Law, Oounsels for the Defence, and the Reply of E. 
J. TREVOR, Es,Q.., C.S., Prosecutor on behalf of the Govern
ment; together with the Report submitted by the Sessions
Judge, and the Judgment of the Nizamut Adawlut. 

September 7th, 1853. 

Mr. Longuevllle C!&'ke addreesed the Court to the following 
effect:-
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"I have the honour of appearing before the Court on behalf of five 
of the thirteen prisoners now under trial. 

"The names of my clients are Aman.Ali Khan, Jowaher Ali Khan, 
Mussurut Ali Khan, Meah Bellal, and Meah Ekbal, and they are 
arraigned on six counts; but against the first only there is a seventh 
count. 

" The first and second, count. charge them all with being principals 
and accessories to the murder of Hingoo and Muddee. The third 
charges them with being privy to the crime, but whnt legal offence 
this count is intended to describe, my experience is too limited to 
enable me to determine, for the language is defe("tive, and the object 
is vague. 'I'he fourth count accuses them of torturing and beating. 
which only amounts to .aggravated assault, as it does not allege that 
death was the result. 'I'he fifth count alleges that they were acces· 
sories to the crime charged in the fourth. 'I'o the sixth count, the 
observations I have made on the third are equa.lly applicable, and the 
scventh, which charges Aman Ali Khan alone with issuing orders for 
the beating and torturing is as regards him a mere repetition of the 
fifth count. 

"Having analyzed the charges, I cannot enter on the merits of the 
cause without gratifying myself by expressing to the Court my deep 
fceling of obligation for the manner in which this trial has been con· 
ducted, a conduct which has been alike beneficial to my clients, and to 
me of the most import.ant assi.tance, and while the tone which has 
prevailed, and the aid which has been rendered have equally supported 
t·he diguity of Court, and evinced its humanity. I shall have to com· 
ment on the course which Mr. Trevor has adopted in regard to some 
of the witnesses, of which I will now merely say that it was alike 
honourable to the prosecution as it was considerllte towards the pri. 
soners, while both he and Sumbhoonauth Pundit have in the kind.st 
manner rendered me valuable service by their interpretations, and 
allowing me the inspection of the documents . 

.. I am anxious to call the attention of the Court in the first in. 
stance, to the ltading points of the case on which the prosecution must 
rest. 

"Every concomitant by which atrocioua murders are characterized, 
is not only wanting, but has actually been refJeraed in thB story which 
the COfWf; must beliene before a verdict of guilty can be pronounced. 
Suddenness. sohtude. and secrecy are the distinguishing marks of the 
worst murder: but this murder, according to the evidence. has been 
the most prolonged. the most public, and the ~asiest of detection 
and conviction that the annals of perjury can show has ever been 
attempted to be proved 

"About eight da .. s was the time that this Bogging. burning, and 
torturing was said to have occupied. It began at Purranpore, it 
was repeated at Nowguriah, then again at Purranpore, from which 
the viL-tims were carried to Alall, and the scene closes at Gajotee • 

•. There was no secrecy, for the passers-by and all the cump could 
see, and the camp contained about four thou.and person •. 

.. But as if all this was not sutllciently monstrou •• one witne.s 
swears that the wretched mon were brouj(ht into Hi. Highne •• •• 
tent .• ,,-hose permission """ solicited to blow them away frow u 
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gun; ot.hers swear that during the whole time they WeI'e kept tied 
within twelve cubits of the Nawab's tent, and that he must have 
heJrd their nightly screams. All tins· is represented to have been 
done by the orders of my client, Aman Ali Khau, yet it is not con
tended that he could have had an!! motive for such unheard of 
cruelty. The stolen property did not belong to him nor does it 
appear that the accused had in any way given him offence. He is 
the favourite of the Nawab, the Head of the Palace, that is knowu, 
and that I admit; for it coustitutes the first step in my defence, it 
is the key which unlocks the mysteries of this case. Was there 
.ever a favourite yet, was there ever a successful courtier, who had 
not in the Palace a hundred implll.('able enemies, who considered his 
honours to be a robbery of their rights P . 

" I say that this is the case here, and it is palpable to common a6118e 
The details of the story are too monstrous for belief, 

.. Aman Ali Khan had neither object nor motive, he had not any
t.hing to gllin but all to lose; the.abhorr .. nce of a humane master. the 
vengeance of a vigilant Government, the detective qualities of a talented 
European neighbourhood-can it be beliered that devoid of motive, 
without loss to aunoy, or insult to provoke, he would have brave.1 this 
array and dared the gallows P . 

"If then I prove that Aman Ali Khan is not guilty, from the 
absence of all motive, the certainty of detention, and the dread result 
which must have followed, it i8 a much more ea8!J task to prove whg 
the charge has been made which 80 reeks with conapiracg and per
jury. I ask a question oBhe Court, is it not true that Mr. Carnac, the 
magistrate, has beeu taxed, overwhelmed, and oppressed with having 
sixty-eight wit.nesses vomited on him, as . I allege, by the plotters in 
the palace P It is true, the Culendar proves that. Is it not true, that 
of these sixty-eight witnesses, only about twenty have been called by 
the Government prosecut.ors, and the rest abandoued P It is true, 
the record of the Court proves that. It i8 not true that of tke twentg 
examined, jive of them were declared b!! Mr, Trevor to be unwo,.th!! 
of belief, and one of the jive was committed b!l the Judge for per
ju,,!! ? The records of the Court will again prove that that is 
true . 
. "Whence then has all this scene of perjured iniquity arisen P Not 

from Aman,Ali Khan, whose innocence is his best defence. but from 
the plotters in the palace, whose success' depended on the ruin which 
they hoped by conspiracy and peljury to effect 

" I now proceed to remark on the evidence in detail, and will com
mence by observing that I shall 110t detain the Court with any com
menta on the statements of the five witnesses who were rejected by 
the prosecutor, namely; Shaik Methoo, Khyrattee, Subzeeferosh Joo
muck Doctor, and Jeebun Pattan. What they said cannot affect my 
clients, but must damage the ~ener .. l credit of the case which they 
have attempted to support 

.. The fir~t witness pnt into the box was Dhunnoo Shaik, and the 
account he gives of him,elf, independent of discrepancies, must taint 
the whole of his evidence. He admits that twelve years ago he was, 
in consequenoe of the Darogah's report. d~charged froUl the Police of 
which he had been a burkundaz: since that time ho has been a 
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wanderer, and without any employment, subsisting by begging and 
being an itinerant vendor of smoke, that he had delayed giving in
f(ll'~ation at ot,her thanl1ahs, but hearing, as he says, that t,he Darogah 
was inquiring for him, he voluntari!.y came forward in the hope of 
earning a good name, and becoming an oomedwar. Having clothed 
himself with these qualifications, he would have th~ Court believe that 
he went to the door of. the Nawab's tent, stood within a cubit and a 
half of His Highness's person, heard him deliver his directions, yet 
none of the body-guard or numerous at,tendanta drove him from the 
place or even ordered him to retire., In his statements. Dhunnoo 
I:!haik alleges that the N awab returned on the day of the alleged theft 
at one o'clock, and that the arrest of the suspected parties took place 
about an hour before. yet it is proved by witnesses far more creditable 
that it was the custom of His Highness to remain out until four, five, 
and six O'clock, that on this day .he returned about five, and that the 
arrest of the suspected parties was about nine in the morning. Now 
these mistakes are too palpable to admit of any other solution than 
that the witness could not hav~ been in the camp at the time to wJ>ich . 
he deposes . 

•• This witness st,ated before the magistrate, that Aman Ali Khan 
had said to His 'Highness, if you will give the order. I will have the 
thi~ves blown from a gun; but in this Court he never mentioned 
that such a request had been preferred to the Nawab; on the con
t,mry, he represents it as a direct threat to the thieves frum Aman 
Ali Khan, and when asked to reconcile this discrepancy, he attri
butes it to a blunder of the magistrate's writer. But I will not de
tain the Court with further comment on such evidence. 

"The second witness, Hingoo Khan, was a beggar in a pitiable 
state of frightful leprosy, and he admitted that the Uarogah had sent 
for him at the instigation of the discarded burkundaz and aspiring 

"oomedwar. The oli"pring was worthy of the accoucheur, and if pos-
sible surpassed him in improbabilities and discrepancies He alleges 
that as early as twelve o'clock in the day, he saw Aman Ali Khan 
cutting a bAmboo and beating the thieves at the tent of the Meahs, 
yet before the magistrate "e awo .. e that he did not see anyone beat, 
but heard the Khan give orders to beat, whereon he was frightened 
and ran away. It will also bo observed that this witness does not 
depose to either of my clients, Mussurut Ali Khan or Meah Belial, 

, beating, or ordering, or taking any part in the alleged transaction. It 
has been distinctly proved by George Shapcott, who has been nine 
years in His Highne.s's service, that it would have been inconsistent 
with the rank of Arnan Ali to have gone to the tent of the Meahs ; 
and is it then possible to believe that he would still further have 
degraded himself by personally chastising a thiefP I Pfl8S over such 
evidence; 

"The next WitnB88 comes forward nnder circumstances of grave BUS' 

picion. The stolen 'property had been under his care, and stealing or 
negligence might be unputed to him. He was personally interested in 
warding oft' imputation, or detecting the thief, and it must, therefore, 
all throughout have been his anxious object to achieve them; accord
ingly we find hint inunediately accusing Burra Shaib and Mogul Jhan 
of having pra<'tised a joke on him, which they deny. He never 
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suspected. Muddee 01' Hingoo, nor mentioned their namee, yet within 
a quarter of an hour, Burra ~haib producess Muddee as the thief, but 
on what gt'O,md, or for what reason, no explanation has been given . 
.As far as.the Court knows, Burra Shaib may have pounced upon the 
first man he mtt with for good reasons of his own, and lost no time in 
administering punishment, as if the guilt of his victim were beyoud a 
doubt.. The Court will not forget that Btwl'tJl Sltaih ..... 1M ....-viee of 
ao_ Beg • ., SJUl JI«l o. i"'l"'''Y 6e;_g i .. tittd«l. It will also be 
found that H08S8inee in no one respect whatsoever mculpates his 
master U rjonmuud. If this be false, it taints all his evidence; but if 
it be true, as I believe it strictly is, then can it be credited that Aman 
Ali, who had sustained no loss, should cause a cruel murder to be 
committed while the man who was plundered was forbearing and for
giving • 

.. This witnees will be found to contradict the two former witnessee, 
Dhunnoo Shaik and Hing1ln Khan, for he states that on the return of 
the hunting party, His Higlmees retired to his tent, Aman A.\i to his 
own, and the Meahs to theirs, from which the Yeahs procet'd.'<l to 
Aman Ali Khan's tent to inform him of the theft;, and it was thl"n he 
gave the orders to best. How can this be re'onciled with the e ... i:lence 
which represents the thieves having been taken by Aman A.\i to the 
tent of tJ!.e N a_b, and Aman A.\i having gone to the Yeah's teut, and 
with his own hand indicted punishment? Of the three stories two 
mnst be false, or is it not more pn>bable that aU three are untl'tle P 
Yet these men are the three first witnesses for the prosecution, and is 
it on such e..-idence that men are to be hanged? 

.. Here Itt me solemnly declare, that in regard to my fire clieuts, 
as I view the ease on the one hand, and weigh the evidence on the 
other, the eternal and undeviating principles of merey and of justice 
demand from the Court an entire acquittal, or capital punishment. 
Merey will always free those against whom peljury may have ronjured 
up suspicion, but justice will adminster the worst of puni...wnent to 
the miscreants who murder bv torture. 

.. The language is as true 8s it is bold, but such is my confidence in 
my case., that I should have ill discharged my duties had I employed 
expressions 1t'88 decisive • 

.. Again, the statements by this witness of the position of the thie1'eS, 
with arms and legs stretched out, laid on their backs. their feet held 
up, and be&ten on the soles of the feet, and above all. the brandy 
which the doctor gave them to drink, and also applied to their bodies 
_nd mixed with their poulti~re inconsistent with, or are contra
dicted by the evidence of all the- other witnesses, and I may here 
ahorten the matter by ooncluding these remarks with ealling the atten
tion of the Court to the statement of the various vehicles which this 
witness and also each of the other witnesses. describe to have been 
the means of conveyance by which the accused were transported from 
one spot to another. No two of them agree. 

"'And now passing over Methoo and Khyrattee, who wel'l' rejec~ 
by the pMSeCntor, it is my pn>vinee to intNduce and point the conSl
deration of the Court to the merits of Shaik Ruheetl\ Ali, the cook. 
He had. never been employed in the Nawab's service, 1101' ever joined 
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the camp before, but he swears in the commencement of his evidence 
that· he made jugy soup for His Highness. This is modified afterwards 
to pounding the ingredients, and finally dwindle. down to watching 
the boiling of the pot. When Hi. Highncss eechewsjugy soup, the 
favourite coul"tier takes to curry, and more unaccountably, he takes to 
the ticca cook to make it. Now, if I could believe this story, and if 
it were prored that the Khan had disapproved of ticca cook'. curry, 
then I could be tempted to believe that the tirea cook, being an injured 
individual, and having more prudence than courage, sought reparation 
for the insult by the safer course of the law and the rope, thau by 
cookery or the hazardous experiment of a sop in the pan. 

" I implore the pardon of the Court for the lightness of these obser
vations, but I am uncontrollably overcome by the immeasurable. 
absw'dity of our .ticca cook's history of himself, the exploits he per
formed, and the evidence which he hns dished up, and which he 
believes tho Court will swallow. But let me point out a few of his 
inconsistencies. Look to his answer to the Court about tile orders of 
the 9th of May and the 14th of June; look to what he say. that the 
theft was discovered at half-past six o'clock a.m. precisely, whereas 
IShaik Hossainee, who lost the property, did not disco¥er the robbery 
till nine This cook told the magistrate that Aman Ali and the Meahs 
lived in the same tent; he describe. what Affreen and Meer Ekb&l did, 
yeb he could not see from the Karkhannah what was going on, and he 
swore in contradiction to every witness that His Highness and Aman 
Ali rode on the same elephant. I ask the Comt is this man to be 
believed? Was he ever in the camp at all, or has he been recruited as 
the leper was by Dhunnoo Shaik, that Alpha of the prosecntion and 
the Durogah's domdeen? . 

.. The seventh witness sworn was Shaik Aman Ali. I pass him over 
as he was merely called for as a matter of form. 

"The eighth witness only, Jingoo, speaks of one of my clients, 
Mus.urnt Ali, and all the oHimce he proves against him is, that from 
the distance of an arrow's flight, he saw Mussurut following a crowd. 
It were idle to detain the Court with commenting ou evidence which 
does not support.any of the charges preferred . 

.. The ninth witne.s, George Shapcott, gave in my humble judgment, 
e ;'idence alike unquestionable as to probability of fact and honesty of 
motive. I will not comment on his statements, I leave them to the 
judgment of the Court; but if they obtain the credit I think they 
deserve, they must disprove the leading points of the case for prose
cution, and secure the acquittal of my clients. 1 would particularly 
point to the character he has given of Aman Ali Khan, and which I 
will incontrovertibly con6rm by other evidence . 

.. The tenth witness, Dhoolob Hurkaru, saw blows given, but cannot 
name who gave them. I have not denied, nor will I deny, the savage 
treatment which these nnfortunate victims suffered from Burra Shaib, 
and the camel-driver, and others. My case is, that my clients were 
neither act nor part in these cruelties, and I pass OVE'r the evidence 
of this witne •• a. not impugning them in the least. 

" The eleventh witness, 60"8ee Chobdar, speaks only to one of my 
clients beating; that is Meah BelIal. T ask the Court to turn to hi. 
el'iclence, it amounts to an improbable story. He sny. that in thr 
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. morning he saw the ~ieves taken towards the Mangoe Tope. He 
recognised ten persons with .the thieves, &1l of wbomhe names, and 
adds there were many othen; of these he singles out seven as inflict
ing blows, and one of them Ekbal, he particularizes as not beating. 
This is absurd on the face of it, as a man after a lapse of five Qlonths 
eonId not possibly pick out seven men from a large.crowd.who were 
heating. and one who was not. Such evidence is palpably the offspring 
not of fact, but of fancy, and the Hall of Justice is not the nest in 
which fancy can be permitted to breed. 

"The twelfth witness who was sworn,. Shaik Shoohuter, is one of 
rejected of the prosecution. 

"The thirteenth witness, Shaik Jaylee, the' Gharreewan, in no way 
affects my clients, and the fourteenth witness, Hajee Newmash, comes 
under the same class. 

"Ameer Alie was the fifteenth witness who was c&lled before the 
Court, and if this penon, who was produced for the proseoution, is be
lieved, there is an end of the story of Dhunnoo Shaik and Hinguri 
Khan, as to Aman Ali having gone to the tent of the Mcahs, for he 
says, • I did not see Aman Ali go to the tent of the Meahs; but they 
used to go to him, and whenever he gave any orden he used to send 
for them.' This fnIly corroborates George Shapcott's statement regird
ing the position and rank of Aman Ali in the camp. Again Ameer 
Ali contradicts &1l the 'witnesses who &1lege that Meah :Bellal was one. 
of the party who took the thieves to the river, and.who joined in beat
ing them. He states that there were five persons who did it, and he 
named them &1l, and pointed them out, and Meah :Belial was not 
among them; hut Shaik Hossainee the approver was, and in this he is 
confirmed by the eleventh witness; Gousee Chobdar. This fact is not 
'more important than probable.. It not only throws a doubt on all 
Hossanie's evidence, but is also a positive contradiction; and can any
thing be more probable than that the man to whom blame. if not sus
picion, attached, as the stolen property had been in his charge, should 
join in the beating which was inflicted to compel its restoration. 

" The sixteenth witness, Mahomed Ameer, confirmed Ameer Alie re
garding Aman Ali Khan not having gone to the tent of the l\4:eahs, 
and distinctly states' that had he gone .there, or beaten the thieves, or 
taken them to His Highness's tent, or asked permission to hlow them 
from a gun, he must have seen and heard of it. 

" I would pBrticnIarly point the attention of the Court to a most 
important st~t.ement made by this witness, that on the day of the 
robbery he had been out with the hunt, and on their return they were 
informed of what had taken place, and that the thieves had heen oap
tured. His Highness and Aman Ali Khan each retired to their own 
tents, and the witness proceeded to where the thieves were kept. He 
returned to Aman Ali, and stated that the men had been heaten, who 
immediately despatched a servant with orders to prevent it. The llext 
morning it was reported that the thieves had been again beaten, and 
Aman Ali despatched another servant with similar orders. This man 
gave his evidence in a fair and dlstinct manner; there was no .dis~re
pancy in his evidence before the magistrate and the Court. HIS POIM' 

tion in the household is respectable, for he draws a' salary of one 
hundred a. month, !Uld being produced by the prosecution I have a. 

L 
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right to demand that hl! should be credited. I doubt that my friend 
Sumboonauth Pundit can find zeal enough to solicit the Court to dis
believe this most· respectable of his witnesses, and fix its faith on the. 
evidence of the Oomedwar, the leper and approver. . 

"The seventeenth witne .. ; loomuck Doctor, is another of the dis
carded of the prosecution, and the eighteenth and nineteenth, Shaik 
Khagattee and Shaik Shakwee, do not affect my clients, but merely 
prove that one of the unfortunate victims was washed and buried. 

"The twentieth witness is the fifth and last of the discarded ones; 
and the twenty-first, Bhugobun Ghose, the apprentice of the Doctor, 
does not name one of my clients, and with him the case closes. 

" I shall content myself with merely celling a few witnesses to the 
character of my clients, for, as I can conscientiously affirm, that in 
my humble judgment I cannot find anything in the case against my 
clients which is Ilot either too monstrous for even credulity to credit, 
or else has been contradicted by evidence for the prosecution. It has 
been oft.en and truly said, that the besetting difficulty attendant on 
every case which is tried in an Indian Court, is the mass of falsehood 
with which the truth is invariably involved, which leads to convic
tions, by depriving prisoners of the benefit of doubts that in England 
would prove their palladium. ' But this can Ilever be the case when 
the doubts are only reasonable but unanswerable, and can anyone 
affirm that the revenge or intrigues which have undeniably polluted 
this trial with the fi va petjured and discarded witnesses, have not only 
also corrupted others whose .. evidence although received, is of a 
character that is similar. I will conclude in the language of the 
Nizamut Adawlut, in a case of murder and affray, decided by Sir 
Robert Barlow and Mr. Raikes on the 15th of last month, in which 
they said:-

" , In these depositions the Sessions J ndge has placed implicit faith, 
and taken together as they stand in ~he record they would afford, if 
trustworthy, a mass of evidence quite sufficient for the conviction of 
the prisoners. But it is impossible to allow oral evidence of this 
description to pass into proof in this country, without testing its fidelit,y 
in some way,' and judged by the proofs to which we have subjected 

_it, much of this testimony becomes valueless in our_estimation.''' 

Mr. Montriou appeared in defenes of Meah Urjoomund, Ho,iee 
Tamas, Meah Affreen, Meah Emaum Ali (Urzbegy) Mirza Mahomed 
Hosain alias Mogul Jann (Naib Meer Moonehee) read in the Court of 
the Sessions Judge of Moorshedabad, 7th September, 1853. 

The learned gentleman .poke as follows:-
"The charges against these prisoner. embrace Iltlveral alternatives.

They are met charged with actually killing two person. named Hingoo 
and Muddee, under circumstances which conetitute either murder, or 
culpable homicide. They are next charged as being implicated in the 
same crime which others have actually committed, so as to bring them 
within one of the descriptions. -

" The prisoners are next charged with inhuman treatment or torture 
and beating of the same persons, without reference to their death, anel 
the alternatives of AAnut and Razdareere added, in case their concern 
in the torture or beating be proved to come more properly under one 
ofthose deseriptione. 
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". The last Count it is unuecessary fur me to notice. , 
" In the first place, I beg to note an important rule or preca.ution 

which, the peculiar form of the record, or nutthee, in the Courts of 
the Ea.st India. Company, makes necessary, on the sa.me a.coount it is 
perhaps difficult for this Court strictly to observe. It is this :-The 
only evidence which ca.n be taken at a.!l into consideration against the 
prisoners, is that which has been 01"l\lly given in the fa.ce of this Court. 
What has been deposed to before the magistrate, or as it is called in 
the Foujdarree, ha.s been used and must still be used, to rebut and 
contradict, or in any way to discredit what the sa.me witness has said 
here; but no claim in the Foujdarree deposition ca.n lega.lly, or justly 
be treated as III evidence here a.ga.inst these prisoners. They must 
be convicted, if convicted at all, upon statements sworn to_ upon 
this tria.! and in this place. Nothing in those depositions be
comes evidence for the prosecution unless it be in, the same words 
repeated by the witness npo~ his examination here. All else must be 
entirely dismissed from the mind of the Court . 

.. The following is a short narrative or outline of the state of facts 
which the Government of this country, through their able and specially 
delegated representatives here present have endeavoured (as far a.s it 
can collect their intentions from the evidence offered), to exhibit, by 
proof. to the judgment of this Court in this ca.se • 

.. Towards the close of the month of March la.st, His Highness the 
titular N awab N a.zim of Benga.! attended by a numerous establishment 
and suite, computed to be upwards of 2000 persons, was on a sport· 
ing excursion in the Ma.!dah district. It would appear that a.!l His 
Highness' household, all the officers and Mohurrirs of the numerous 
departments necessary, or usua.! for the state or the wants of His 
Highness accompanied him. In a word, the whole of the Court, 
household and officers of the N awab N a.zim were tra.nsferred into the 
Lushkar or ca.mp to which we have now to direct our attention, a.nd 
of course a numerous tribe of Omedwars, fakeers, mendica.nts, and 
vagabonds of every cla.ss followed in the train, and mingled among the 
crowd of this courtly, but motley assemblage. Immediately attendant 
upon His Highness, and filling the principa.! offices, were the Meahs 
of whom the chief in dignity wa.s Ama.n .Ali Khan. who appears to 
have been the Genera.! Na.ib, or Lieutenant of His Higlmess. Under 
him, in various gra.dations were the others, including the Da.rogah. or 
superintendent of tbe Elephants, and of the kitchen department, a.\so 
the Urzbegy (who is not a Meah). The main business of the expedi. 
tion being sport, it wa.s the custom of His Highness to quit the camp 
in the early morning of ea.ch day, a.ccompa.uied by his more favoured 
associates and attendants, and to return to his ca.mp in the afternoon 
or evening usually about four or five o'clock. There were three prin
cipa.! tents, or Kheema.s: viz., one for His Highness personally, ono 
for Aman.Ali Khan, and one for the other Meahs, with whom a.\so 
dwelt the Urzbegy, Meer Emam .Ali, and Mirza Mahomed Hosain, 
known as Mogul Jaun, and described to be Naib Me~r Moonshee. 
One morning, somewhere about eight or nine o'clock, and while His 
Highness and his usua.! suite' were out sporting on their elephant. away 
from the ca.mp a ama.\l box containing money and other valuables was 
missed from the Meah's tent; the box being in the specia.! custody of 

- L 2 



148 

one'Hosainee, a slave or domestic Khavas of the prisoner Meah Ur
joomund. Muddee the lad, the son of one Etwarree, Khavas of the 
Nizamut, was seized upon some ground of suspicion, and aocused of 
the theft; fe ... or remorse, or both, combined, induced Muddee to 
assert that he Gould and would produce the missing property. He 
n~ed an aocomplice Hingoo Fakeer, who was thereupon also ar
rested. 

"Information'given by MlIddee to discover or trace the stolen pro
perty proved to be mere pretext, and this experiment was repeated 
several times. Nothing whatever was discovered or fonnd. In the 
meanwhile, those who were in charge of the supposed thieves, as a 
means of extorting the truth, and exasperated at the repeated decep
tions practised upon them, and the trouble given to them by their 
captives, pnnished,the latter severely, and subjected them to cruel 
usage, which at the end of six or seven days caused the death of both 
Muddee and Hingoo. They were secretly buried in the jungle. The 
local police would appe ... to have connived at the crime, for it re
'roained (notwithstanding its notoriety in the camp of His Highness) 
uninvestigated and unnoticed by authority of any kind until the return 
of His Highness from his sporting expedition at the close of April, 
when, the rumours cOming to the ears of the Shanuggur Darogah, 
steps were taken to bring the criminals to justice, which have finally 
led to, and ended in this trial. The persons who are said to have com
mitted such barbarity against the helpless slave boy and mendicant, 
and who are now upon their trial, Ilre the whole of the principal 
officers, the entire body of courtiers and dignitaries (so to speak) of 
the household of His Highness the Nawab Nazim; to whom are 
added, not as the mere servants' agents, but as companions and helpers 
of the other defendants in their alleged cruelty, a Mahout and a camel
driver, making in the whole thirteen accused . 

• , Such seems to be an outline of the case supposed or intended to be 
made by the evidence which has been heard. I say intended, because 
I do not believe that the Government Prosecutors themselves can sup
pose they ruwe supported the more serious class of charges-I mean 
those which assume that a criminal homicide has been committed
with evenprimdfacitB proof. And hcre I take leave to advert to what 
I believe to be a fundamental maxim and a guide in every Court of 
Criminal justice where a British judge preside& ;-1 may say in every, 
country of civilized and educated men. Every man is presumed, and 
believed (judicially) to be innooent of a crime imputed to him until 
he is proved to be guilty; and by proof here is meant Complete proof 
--evidence which leaves no rational doubt. In merely Civil complaints, 
a case of suspicion is enough, if it be not met by answer and by 
oounter-evidcnce, to warrant condemnation; but not so with charges 
of crime. Who eyer heard of a British tribunal being satisfied wit h 
primd facitB proof against an alleged murderer P How infinitely 
various are !be cases which may be supposed, where to prove innocence 
of crime would be impossible; but where to impute or prove ground 
of suspicion is an easy task! But I am well assured that the maxim I 
have noticed will not be doubted here. If the evidence of· guilt has 

, not been satisfactory, Bnd led to an undoubted conclusion in the minds 
of the Court, I know that my clients will be, as they ought to be, fully 
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acquitted. It dOell not, however, require the aid of tlus universal and 
well-established rule to clear the ground of the most serious. crimes (88 
respects consequences) cbarged in this calendar, of which, as I have 
observed, a primd facitB cs.se or bs.sis of proof has not been offered. 
To establish homicide, the first essential s.nd indispensable ingredient 
of proof is the cs.use of death. What- pretence of proof has there 
been of the cs.use of dooth P Were it even poesible that the Court 
could form any defl,.;te idea, from the whole body of the evidence, of 
the nature of tho injuries inflicted or said to bo inflicted, still tbey have 
no data whatever from which they can connect those injuries with the 
dooth, BS cs.use and effect. It would, indeed, be an awful responsibility 
were they cs.lled upon to do so. It is for the prosecutor, by his proofs, 
to connect them directly and irresistibly; and not to leave the matter 
to guess or conjecture, or possible inference. We have no 800r0thal, 
no testimony whatever, medical or otherwise, of the state olthe bodies 
of either wben they died (for tho miserablo equivoos.tions of tho 
bheestees, Kangally and Sbikbadee, throw no intelligent light on this 
subject), no intelligible testimony of the commencement, progress, or 
terll.lination of any mortal diseaso, nor even of any injuries or ill·treat
ment from any particular person or persons which must have produced 
a mortal disease. However, it is enough for my present purpose that 
the cause of death is lift i,.doubt. This fact alone precludes the pos
sibility of a conviction upon the first class of oounts; and I infer from 
tho fu.irness and honourable cs.ndour with which tho prosecution upon 
this trial has been conducted throughout, that bad such a course been 
allowed by tho practice and proceduro of this Court, those counts 
would have been altogether abandoned upon the cloeo of the C8.S8. As 
it is I think it unnecess""Y, and that it would be trifling with the 
Court to say more in refutation of them than I have said. . 

.. There remains tho charge of torturing ond booting the sls.ve-boy, 
M uddee, and tho fukeer, Hingoo, and of being act and part in our con
niving at tha.t torturing and beating. Against this chs.rge or series of 
charges it is my duty to defend five of the prisoners :-1, Meah UIjoo
mund; 2, H~eo Tamas; 3, Mooh ACreen; 4. Meer Emam Ali Urz
beggy; and 6, Mirza Mahomed Hosain, ealled s.lso Mogul Jaun. As 
regards tho first and second, I think the evidence alres.dy in proof suf
ficient for their exculpation. For tho others I shs.ll produce somo 
testimony of collateral facts, which will s.ssist the. Court in coming to 
a conclusion in their individual cs.seB respectively. The constant and 
uniform duties of tho Urzbeggy upon the person of His Highness the 
Nawab Nnzim during this hunting expedition, extending as that at
tendance did regularly to a late period of es.ch night, rendered his 
eommission of tho oflimces charged against him 80 nearly an impossi
bility as to be, I submit, a suflicient refutation of whatever part of tho 
charge might otherwise be considered proved. This attendance can, I 
believo, be satisfs.ctorily proved, although the best evidenoo of the fact 
is obviously not procurable; it is either above our res.ch, or at the bru: 
of this Court. Tho Mooh Afreen, it is eJready in evidence (but from 
one witness only), although attached to tho Nizamut household, is not 
connected with tho personal establishment of His Highness tho N .. wab 
NuUn, and formed no part of His Highness's suite in this hunting ex
cursion. Ho wu.s accidentaI1y present with the lushkar at Hyatpoor 
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and Purranpoor, bnt no further; having gone with a message and con
dolences of the Begum upon an occasion of an accidental hurt which 
occurred to His Highness. This will be proved, and will assist in re
futation of the attempt to implicate Meah Afreen_ The Moghul· 
Mirza Mahomed Hosain,· against whom so .much has been positively 
and recklessly sworn, is a person of great respectability, whose father 
and grandfather held office under the ancestors of His Highness. His 
duties are of a literary and confidential character, and upon this 
journey it was his particular business to be in attendance upon the 
Khan Sahib, Aman Ali. The nature and times of that attendance will 
be shown, as in the case of the Urzbel(gy, to be wholly inconsisteut 
with the reckless and unmeaning conduct which the witnesses have 
charged him with. 

"Witnesses to general character will be called, especially to that of 
Meab UIjoomund, whose known benevolence of heart and conduct i. 
such and so universally attested as to place him . beyond the reach of 
calumny; except, indeed, from persons of the station and ignorance 
of those who are the pillars of this unfortunate though memorable 
prosecution. He has ever been as much admired by the gentry 
and the wealthy who have been brough~ in contact with him, as hI! 
has been a friend to the. poor aud to the unfortunate. It is a remark
able feature in the mass of Contradictory testimony which has been 
heard upon this trial, that although the witnesses have thought it 
necessary (for 8o/l obvious but short·sighted reason) to attempt in some 
way to implicate this prisoner in the facts which they came here to 
detail, they felt the influence of his general character sufficiently to 
qnalify their falsehoods in various ways; and the ... me witness variously, 
at difl'erent times, in favour of Meah UJjoomund, and in favour of 
him alone. The most bitter of them has thus reluctantly defeated his 
own object: for, I believe, that even taking each· witness separately 
untest.ed by the dlUllning experiment of comparison with his fellows 
no criminal mind can fairly be imputed to Meah Urjoomund, and all 
Courts have adopted the axiom of the Roman Law, Nullus reus nis' 
!"""" s,it re".-;-~ criminal act cannot proceed from a harmless mind or 
mtenhon. 

" .Before proceeding to review the evidence in detail, it will be useful 
to consider the kind of proof by which a charge of this nature might 
be expected to be supported, 80 as to give it at least the semblance 
of truth; which consideration will involve other probabilities and sup
positions that will be found to bear most materially upon the case. 
:rhe English Law says, (and I neither know, nor can I suppose, that 
either the Mahomedan Shu,.,."", or the precedents of the Company's 
Nizamut Adawlut say otherwise), that every foot put in issue in a 
Court of Justice must be proved by the beat evidence, of which, ac
cording to its nature and character, it is capable. The fact or chain of 
facts in issue here is, whether the highest officials and intimate asso
ciates of His HighneSB the Nawab Nazim, have, or have not, been 
guilty of murderous and wanton cruelty, not 88 a general charge, but 
in a particular specified instance; not for any purpose of ambition, 
revenge for personal dishonour 01' disgrace, from no motive of policy, 
but in wanton and palpably useleSB torture Co extort a confession of the 
theft of the private property of the only one of them who is Dot. 
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shown (I am sure it will be admitted), 01' pretended to have taken an 
activo part, by will 01' act, in the alleged torture. Again, the tortUl'll 
was not in secret, nor under any precautions whatever (as far as has 
appeared) aga.inst detection and punishment.. It was in open da.y, in 
pres~nce of some 2000, ma.ny hundreds of whom were strangers to all 
pa.rties concerned; and a still larger number, by sta.tion, habits, fea.rs 
a.nd hopes, much more likely to sympa.thize with the sufferers than to 
screen the evil-doers. On the other hand, this barefaced cruelty would 
a.ppear to ha.ve been unusua.l and isola.ted. Not only is this the first 
criminal cha.rge brought against the associates and officers of the 
Nizamnt, since that name became a title merely, and ceased t.o ad
minister justice (because they ha.ve ceased to ha.ve subjects) ; and placed 
as they are in the trying and difficult, nay, invidious position, of 
possessing the pageantry, the state, the outwa.rd homage of sovereign 
princes, but with the rights and the responsibility of ~he meanest 
subject, with no prerogative, no real privilege-it is matter of surprise 
tha.t, in such a position, the household, the Court of the Nizamut, 
should not have become amenable to the visitations of British Justice. 
Yet so it is. The crime now chargrd against them by the Government 
of this country is an isola.ted instance-one little to be expected, and 
said to be perpetra.ted by the acts a.nd sanction of a. cla.ss of men of 
proverbially gentle and peacea.ble habits, ano. demeanor. of whom the 
chief (so called) crimina.ls have already received, out of the mouths of 
witnesses for the prosecution, unhesitatingly, a ohar&Cter for integrity 
and huma.nity. Nor can it be collected or conjeot1ll'lld from the evi
dence, tha.t any of these, during the long interval between the com
mission of the alleged crime and the first official notice of it, viz., the 
informa.tion of the Da.rogah of this city, on the 30th April. acted in 
any way as a guilty ·man, especially as one possessed of means and 
powers would act: however, fortunately for the CIIuse of truth, the 
testimony offered contains intrinsio proof that no apprehension could 
have existed in the minds of any of the prisoners who had the power 
to influence, to corrupt, or to place out of reach the witnesses of the 
crime. No one witness has pretended that any such attempt has been 
made either with regard to himself or any other person. A vague re
ma.rk not &mounting to evidence was, I believe, made by onl! of the 
witnesses, imputing receipt of a bribe to the local police of the Maldah 
District, and I do not doubt that any of the others who came here 
prepared to testify to the presence of the police at the scene of the 
crime (which was certainly the easiest mode of disposing of an obvious 
difficulty in the credibility of their general story) would have thought 
it fitting to guess at a like conclusion. This circumstance, therefore, . 
cannot be taken to form an exception to the proposition which I have 
inferred and stated, and in its favour we have the presence of and 
remarkable deposition of the approveI'. the servant of Mesh Uljoo
mund. We have, too, the khas servants of His Highness over whose 
affairs and household be it remembered the accused .A.man Ali Khan 
had undisputed sway, he being, to use the significant la.ngllage of the 
herald, Ha.jee Nunha. From these considera.tions, from these facts, 
are we not justified' in ma.king, are we not bound and compelled ~ 
make, the following deduction P Before men of the character and POSl

tion of the principa.l defenda.ntB, including all .for whom I appear, 
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can -be fairly, Or consistently toit" Bound policy and good g01lernment, 
placed upon their trial for offences such as those here charged against 
them, ,respectable, consistent and probable testimony must be ad· 
duced (because there exists no obstacle to its production, and it must 
undoubtedly exist) worthy of belief from its own intrinsio weight, ir. 
respective of the chances or possibility of refutation, and further cor. 
roborated by the probable certainty, that, if the testimony be false 
or exaggerated, undoubted means exist of exculpation, without let or 
hindrance. 

"That this deduction, this axiom I may 88Y, is the more imperative to 
guide our judgment in this case,because we are wholly dependent 
upon that most frail, most dangerous of instruments in this country, 
that will-o' -the·wisp to the administrators of justice-oral evidence. 
We are wholly without circumstantial evidence of any kind. For even 
the geograplo.y of localities, for every fact, for every link of every fact 
which is to be the part of the chain, I do not say of condemnation, 
but of suspicion against the prisoners, we must look to and depend 
upon fleeting ,words, and still more fleeting memory; to them alone, 
without any other aid, any circumstances or indicia, which cannot lie 
whatever. We are told the men are dead; we are told of rumours 
why they died; we are told, in many and various and strange desClip. 
tions, of their treatment and conduct some few days precediug the 
,alleged date of their alleged decease; we are told of the supposed 
reasons and motives of that treatment; but who in this Court knows 
(putting aside admissions of the prisoners, of which 1I.0ne are in evi· 
dence here) that such men ever even existed P ABBaults and pertional 
injuries to the living are proved in Courts of Justice by those who suf· 
fered them; homicide and death are proved by the production and 
judicial inspection of the body. I do not 88y that this normal rule can 
never be with safety departed from; far less do I intend to base the 
defence of my clients upon any denial of the existenee or the death of 
either Muddee or Hingoo. It is wholly unnecesomry, and therefore in· 
expedient, that I should do so. A great English criminal judge and 
lawyer, Sir Matthew Hale, is well known to have made and adhered to 
the rule, never to permit a conviction of murder where the body, as 
the best proof of the corpm delicti, was not forthcoming. This rule 
has since, in especial cases, been departed from by the English Courts, 
as well as by the Company's Nizamut Adawlut. My object in now 
alluding to this defect in the present evidence is, to illustrate the great 
difficulty that the Court must necessarily have in satisfying their con·, 
science eveD upon the broader, notorious, and easily tested facts of the 
oase, without other guide than oral evidence. But how much greater 
and more serious is the difficulty when the facts to be proved are de· 
pendent upon not merely honest and minute and careful observation 
and attention, upon not merely honest and unbiased, but sure and in· 
telligent recollection! 

" Let us, then, make some inquiry into the intelligence, tbe respect. 
ability, the consistency. and title to this great confidence (which they 
must be entitled !'o in order, not only to attach even suspicion of guilt 
to my clients, bnt to difJeBt thi.8 remarkable pro8ecution of a character 
of raa!mea. and impolicy unexampled efJBn in the hi.8tory of BritUih 
Jndia) of the persoDs from whose mouths the oral evidence proceeds. 
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And first, who are the witnesses relied on (we need not now refer to 
those precious morceau:r:, those examples, remarkable not for their 
rarity, but for their perfection as examples of audacious and seemingly 

. unconscious mendacity, whom the Public Prosecutor has not less 
judiciously than honoUJ'&bly rejected from his proofs) in support of this 
prosecution? They are fifteen in the whole, viz. :-

.. Two Fakeers, or beggars. one of them a leper • 
. " One approver. t.he Khawas, or slave. from whose custody the yet 

missing property (which Muddee and Hingoo were accused of steal
ing) was lost • 

.. One Teek& scullion • 
.. Five menial attendants of Hili Highness the Nawab Nazim. viz., a 

batta burdar. a peon, .. tailor, a chokedar. and a llukub, or herald . 
.. Then, one Christian, and certainly re&pectable witness, His High-

ness's coachman. 
" A Teekl grave-cart driver, employed under the Coachman. 
" Two of the camp bhistees. 
" An ignorant helper to a person said to be employed as the koberaj 

of the camp; and lastly. .' . 
oc A Mesh, who is the deputy and mosahib of Aman Ali Khan_ He 

completely exculpates the latter, and shows no disposition to affect 
any of the Meah's by his evidence; but he is evidently called because 
he is not unwilling to make a scapegoat of the Moghul prisoner • 

.. Now, it is not an unimportant fact, that these fifteen are selected 
from an enormous mass of lengthy depositions in the Foujdarry, com
prising more than one hundred witnesses, of whom sixty-eight are in 
the calendar. They are the cream of the collection-a collection made, 
of course, by the eWorts, or under the auspices, of that Darogah who 
distinguished himself by his report of the c. Bazar Rumours," on the 
30th April-rumours which, as he then said, accused no one, and had 
no definite form, but which, between that date and the commitment 
for trial. some six weeks hence. have ripened into the definite and in
telligent testimony of these fifteen witnesses. And what have these 
witnesses told us ? Have we heard from them one conaistent tole, or 
one tole with unimportant Jllll'rations? Do they all, or any fair pro
portion of them who profess to have witnessed the same evil deeds
above aJl, do they inculpate the same persons as the doers of those 
deeds, or do they vary in this respect in a manner impossible for 
honesty to vary. Is there mixed up with possible truth impossible 
falsehoods, or inconsistent statements as to matters for which the 
witness was unprepared? Has or 'has not each witness his evident 
bias, even on comparatively unimportant parts of his story, showing 
the danger of confiding in his meditated account of what actually 
aWects the. questions at issue? To the presiding Judge, and to the 
Muftee, I might with propriety and confidence put these suggestive 
questions, without actual reference to the details of that evidence 
which they have both so carefully noted, and have, doubtless, already 
most attentively weighed; but I proceed to note and compare a few 
of these details. 

.. Dhunnoo Shaik, the beggar, who carries the hookah, and who leads 
the race of the elect fifteen, saw, at noon of the first day, the two 
victims tied by their feet to separate tent-pegs, on their backs, with 
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then. hands bound behind. At this time, the Moohs, ACreI'll, Bellal, 
Ekball, HaJee Tamas, and the Moghul (whom he confounds with 
Meer Emam Ali, the Urzbeggy), the Mahoot, and the myst.eriolls 
Burra Sahib (whom all implicate, perhaps because he is absent), were 
present, and in some way. encouraging the Zulen. He next sees the 
young Khawas taken to the river by Sepoys After the return from 
the river, His Highness returned, viz., about 1 p.m. The suspected 
thieves are summoned before, aud are taken to His Highness by Aman 
Ali Khan personally. His Highness interrogates them. The Khan 
Aman Ali threatened their lives before His Highness, who ordered 
the;" release: which order is countermanded by the Kban. Witness, 
on the second day, saw Muddee tied on his back as before, but Hingno 
was sitting, torn and bleeding. The day after, the boy was seen to 
have been burnt all over his body. They were taken in two majholee 
.garries to AlIal. Witness helped to dig the grave of the boy. Who 
were ,present at the burial, besides the two Bbestees and this witness P 
Burr.. Sahib and Shere Ali Fakeer. This witness saw all ,the Meahs 
engaged in booting. 

" Hingun Khan, the leper, saw the two men tied to the tent· pegs, 
not of tbe Meab's tent, but of Aman Ali Khan, three or four 
ghuries before the Khan returned with His Highness from Shikar. 
The Meahs aud a great crowd were there. The only beating which 
this man professes to have witnessed was inHicted by the Khan per
sonally, at his own tent, and he evidently implies that tho victims had 
not been beaten at all until then. 

"Hossainee Shaik, the approver, gives his version of the loss of his 
master's box. He, of course, disclaims the slightest interference in, 
or encouragement of, the maltreatment of the suspected men. This 
slave represents the Naib Meer Monshi and Burra Sahib, men who 
were the companions and equale of his master, as being so terrified 
with his (witness's) insinuations and accusations, when he awoke and 
discovered his loss, that they forthwith set about hunting the camp 
for a thief, whom (as he now professes to believe) they falsely accused. 
He represent& himself as paralysed with fear, and either wholly un
willing or unable (from his state of utter prostration) to take any steps 
to render any assistance whatever. Yet this trusty menial acknow
ledges, that during his eight or nine yoors' service with the Meah 
UJjoomund, he hOB not known or heard of his mOBte. being guilty of 
a single act of violence; and although he received not a single reproof 
from his master at Purranpore, hi. state of head-kawOB continued to 
AlIaI, which he gives as a reason for not having seen the suspected 
men, or knowing anything about them at, that place. He alone re
mained inactive; he, who knew and felt how much his own izzut Bt 
least was concerned in recovery of the property (to say nothing of 
his duty or gratitude to his master), he alone was tender-hearted 
Bnd silent! According to this man's account, Muddee (after 
Hingoo being brought) was taken, before the return of the Maahs 
and His Highness on the first day, to the river to the 'Model" • 
• hop. After His Highness's return they were taken to a garden 
or plantation, on which occasion the Mehter is first introduced. 
He deniu that tkeg were taken to tke tent of Hia Higknea6 01" of .il.man 
AU Khan. He describ~s them as having been bastinadoed whilst tied 
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with their feet up and head downwards. In hi. evidence here he dis
tinctly implicates his master as approving of the beating. On the 
journey to Allal, according to his account, one thief Willi taken in a 
palkee, the other in a cart 

Perhaps the most remarkable feature in this wreteh's evidence is the 
mean attempt to implicate his master, who he distinctly exculpnted 
before the Magistrate; but he was probably not aware, when he made 
his Foujdarry deposition, of his master haviug told the Magistrate, IIlI 

the truth was, that this very man, his own servant,' informed him, 
upon his arrival in camp, 'Of the loss of the box, and of ,the capture of 
the suspected men (one of them, Hingoo, by Hossainee himself) ; 
whereupon the Meah Urjoomufld, upon hearing the ineffectua.l at
tempts to trace his property, ordered the release cd' the prisoners 
This man's testimony bears upon its face, to my mind the conscious
ness of guilt. and that his only hope of escape is by corroborating the 
case, made, or supposed to be made, against all the prisoners. 

" Ruheem Ali, the teeka cook, or scullion, is a travelled man, who 
has studied divel'S arts in divers climes; and it would appear that we 
are indebted· to his -former master, Mr. Porter (whom this witness 
asserts to be in his debt for all he earned, besides money advanced 
during his two mouths' service), for the haphazard testimony of this 
extra cook's-mate or scullion. According to this man's account, Aman 
Ali Khan Willi with U Ijoomund when, they jointly inquired, .. What 
Tamasha is this P" And then (i.e. immediately on alighting from their 
elephants) the former gave the order to b~at. The suspected men 
were then' (i.e. after the return of His Highness) taken to the river, 
and from the river to the Bazar, where they were beaten in the 
presence of a crowd. and ordered to be dragged by their feet His 
account- proceeds, that on the second day the men were taken to a 
kudam·tree. It is this man who describes an ocourrence, contradicted 
by all the others nigh, that Aman Ali Khan, before going to Shikar 
in the morning, stayed back, suffering the Nawab Nazim to proceed 
alone, whilst he went to the tent of the Meahs to give orders for 
beating the captives; who thereupon were beaten by Joomun, by 
Peeroo Mahout, and by the Mehter. (By the way, where is' this 
Mehter, 'who has been several times referred to, although at different 
t~es by different persons P) He describe. a search and diving process 
in a small boat, not spoken to, that I am aware, by any other witness. 
This was on the third day, at Puranpore. It was just a.ftor this des
. cription that the witness added, .. Teen duff a. y6 haluth hooa.;" which 
would appear to have been the index, in his own mind, of the several 
searchings and bringings back to which he had to depose, and at'COrd-
ingly had deposed. , 

" 'The pert and over·zealous manner of this man in the witness·box 
must be in the recollection of all who were present: how he overloo~ed 
the Sheristadar when writing his words; and how, on one occasslon, 
wh~n he had delivered himself of what he considered a telling fact or 
opinion, in his anxiety to proceed he asked of the writer, • Lieka ap P' 
The manifest and important discrepancies between his Foujdar;Y ~epo
sition and his evidence being pointed out to him, he unheSitatingly 
disa.vowed them and ascribed them to the writer. I request of the 
Court, whilst ~nsidering their judgment, not to omit making this 
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comparison, which will alone remove all doubt (should any remain 
in their minds) of the utter worthlessness of this teeka vagabond's 
testimony. He was on the look-out for a teekll job, and he has found 
one doubtless as well suited to his antecedents as to his taste. 

"We next have Hingoo Khan, His Highness's pandish-hearer, who 
must often have attended ·the Meahs, or at least in their presence, as 
the constant guests and companions of His Highness. Little could 
they, or indeed any of His Highness's household now-at the bar of this 
Court, have. expected to see this famiilar attendant arrayed against 
them. But so' far has the ingenuity of those enemies who have con
tinued and originated this baseless prosecution (who will, I fervently 
trust, as I believe they will, ere long, be discovered, and meet with at 
least a portion of their deserts) triumphed. The old familiar faces, 
not indeed of persons of station or respectability (I use this word 
rather in its conventional Bengalee than European meaning and sense), 
but the menials who have obeyed their slightest nod. are brought here. 
1'here is something' unusual and remarkablo in this. One inference 
from it I have already drawn; another is scarcely less obvious. Thue 
men m .. st 4aTJe been taught, and lately ta .. ght too, tkat the sun of 
thue nobles tif tke Skakn .. gg .... kas set; tkat tke!! kave notking to 
fear from tkeit- frowns or to luipe from tkeir good-will. B .. t little 
acq .. aintance witk tlie ..lnatic mind is np",ded to trace and deduce lui.1I 
it is tkat thue men are found. at the bidding of tke Britisk Sircar 
(thro .. gk tkat atrong arm tif ita power, not alwa!!s rigkleoUBl!! used, 
tke .MtifUBSUl Police, tke herd tif nazirs, darogaks wogkerak), bearing 
testimo,,!/, . untluiugkt tif and un8Uapected, against Pf'f'S0n8 wkom tkeir 
young prince and master certainl!! doell flOt, because he cannot 
toitk truth, 4CCUBe; but toluim he, 411 certai .. ty, may not assume to 
protect, although I do .. ot and cannot doubt that he B!lmpathise8 toith 
them in the Iltrait in tohich they are now, I "enture to 8ay, mollt 
unjiutly reduced. This man, Hingoo Khan, relates the visit to the 
indigo factory between the hours of nine and ten in the morning of 
th, second day, when he particularizes the Moonshee Moghul Jan, 
Burra Sahib, and Joomun, as the conductors of the elephant upon 
which Mudd';e was bound, and the Meahe, Mussurut Ali and Afreen, 
as following at the distance of an arrow'l flight, a fanciful measure
ment, but not difficult of comprehension as a watching diotance. A 
remarkable statement by this man, both in the Foujdarry and here, 
and quite inconsistent with all other testimony to the same circum
stance, is, that Muddee was brought back from Nowghurrea on an 
elephant, not on a camel. In the Foujdarry he added that Moghul 
Jan and Burra Sahib were seated on the lame elephant-a still more 
serious discrepancy. The two depositions otherwise materially differ; 
and after his former deposition was read to him, thi. witness, nothing 
loth to abide by the fuller statement, declared, "What I said before 
the magistrate was true." But he nevert,heless admitted, that what 
he said resp'lcting the cause of death wasfrom .... mour only. 

" Next is the evidence of George Shapcott, a witness, to my mind, 
undoubtedly eredible, as far as integrity and absence of corrupt motive 
is concerned. Indeed. I by no means object to this man's testimony 
being used as a lever, a touchstone, to raise and to test the mass of in
t:ongruous statements with which the prosecutor's tale is incumbered. 
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How much doubt, exaggeration, and falsehood will thua be dissipated, 
although Shapcott's experience travela but a part of the weary journey 
of the alleged seven days' cruelty! From him, then, we learn that a 
bond fide search for stolen property was made at N owghurrea; that 
the lad Muddee was taken there; that upon his apparently falae in
formation the witness J ungloQ was Beized, and 'would have shared the 
fate of M uddee but for the interference of Shapcott; that this inter
ference was nothing more than the use of Aman',Ali ~han's name, 
which effectually stayed the meditated injuatice of puniShing before 
pl'Oof or sufficient inquiry. We hear ofno retort from the camel-driver 
that the Khan had ordered the boy to b., beaten; we learn alao from 
this witness-and it is an important fact as bearing upon the testimony 
of others-that the boy Muddee retracted his a.ccuaation of Jungloo at 
N owghurrea and transferred all ground of suapicion to two lezes or 
Nautch-girla' at Purranpore; we learn that no person"of authority 
(and Moghul Jan and Burra Sahib would have been such) were 
present with the boy there; that the camel-driver W/J8 the onl!! one of 
the prisoners whom he saw beat: and considering the station, ignor
ance, and habits of this camel-driver, he surely cannot be very harshly 
judged for administering some correction to a boy who had admitted 
himself a thief .of valuable property. and was palpably trifling with 
and imposing npon the servants' great and useful labour in an apparent 
spirit of wantonness (for I know nQt what rational motive to ascribe). 
Which of ns would expect his jemadar or.syces to' act with leniency or 
philosophical forbearance in a similar position P The jemadar accused 
by. Shapcott is, for some unexplained reason, not here. Shapcott 
proves that all this happened on the morning of the 28th March, viz ; 
the seizure and release of J ungloo (for he distinctly says the boy's ac
cuaation of the lat,ter was after, or at least during the beating), and as 
I under.tand him, the arrival at N owgurrea of the camel which 
brought the boy; we are assured from his evidence that the boy did 
not return to Purraripore on an elephant, as insisted on by the pandish
bearer. From a subsequent part of his evidence we find· that the 
kooberaj J oomuck and the Mehter were for. some time administering 
remedies to the captured men; .that no one of the prisoners at this bar 
(excepting the 'camel-driver in t.he manner mentioned) took any part 
01' concerned themselves in the matter, 'so far as this witness knows 
(and is it possible he should not have known, if a tithe 01' a modicum 
of the strpam of testimony from others were not falae, and wilfully 
false P), that both men were buried under a cotton tree in the Maidan, 
within view of the stables, early in' the afternoon of two consec'utive 
days. Although the evidence of this witness not only does not im
plicate, but, upon the whole, is clearly exculpatory of my clients from 
any share in, or conduct, or sanction, of any ill-treatment whatever; , 
for the circumstance thut the accused-men, with the Khawas Etwaree, 
were living in a pal or mat-~hed three or foUl' yards off (such is his 
evidence) from the Meah's tent, can surely warrant no conclusion 
against the innocence of the Meahs, that they were necessarily act and 
part in finy injuries sustained .by or inflicted on those men. I must 

'yet comment on that part of Shapcott's testimony which shows the 
condition of the bodies of Hingo!) find Muddee when he saw them 
under the pal. He describes the skin being off different parts of their 
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bodies, also swelling; no 4tjuries to the face or head; no wales or 
cutting up of the flesh; no ulcerous openings: no pouring out of blood 
or matter from wounds. Now, what must be the deduction from this 
evidence in a judicial mind P 

Co 1 submit they are :- , 
.. 1. That injuries of a more serious and less superficial character 

than those seen and described by the witness could not then have ex
isted . 

.. 3. That much Df the appearancee described may have been the re
sult of unskilful medical or surgical treatment. 

" And how much are these positive and neceseary inferences, corrobo
rated by comparison with the deliberate testimony of Bome of the 
others? The teeka cook's mate, says, C Only the eyes were visible, 
all the rest waa one bruise.' By some their hands are deecribed to 
have been frightfully lacerated, and they were burnt with hot gools. 
Are then the accounts of the cruel beating and torturing, and their 
effects, supported and contradicted by Shapcott's description? He 
,shows no disposition to keep back or to hesitate in describing, or to 
soften down his recollection of the state in which he saw them. He 
speaks of it aa any humane man would, upon whom what he saw made 
a strong impression, and who would therefore be likely to give a 
somewhat coloured and unintentionally biased view, of the object seen. 
Re in effect disproves the circumstantial description of wounde and 
ill-treatment, variously and in contradictory terms certainly, but gen
erally spoken'to by the low native witnesses. 

"The hurkara or peon, Doodall, returned with Muddee on the camel 
.from Nowghurrea to Purranpore. He speaks to a carrying to the 
river eide on (1 think) the second day. He describes the two to have 
been tied by the tent, with their hands tied together, but the feet at 
liberty; he saw them slapped and kicked, not beaten with sticks, 
by the Urzbeggy, by the Moonshee, Burra Sahib, Joomun and the 
Mahooth • 

.. This man's evidence needs no comment: it would seem to be an 
indifferently selected portion of the camp rumours; and he does us 
little for the Cause which he is called to support as he well can: in
deed, his eilence aa to much which is said to have been notorioua and 
manifest to all would be unaccountable,' upon the hypothesis that 
either the gravamen of the charge itself, or of the varying circumstan
tial statements in its support, is or are mainly true as stated • 

.. That the Chobdar Ghassoo has belied himself, and come forward 
also with his portion of the camp rumours, or that Ameer Ali, the 
N ukub, is a pretended witness of what might or might not have hap
pened, is an obvious and an insuperable inference from a eimple list, 
for which neither of them were prepared. Ghaasoo relates a pl8uaible 
etory of his accidental presence under the kudum-tree, neu.r the tent 
of the Arnan Ali Khan. He was eick, he bathed there, and wna 
openly and continuously there during the day. 

" The N ukub had his bester also under the eame tree, but he knows 
nothing of the chobdar: indeed he posjtively deniee that he WaB there 
during the intervals when he came home for his meals and rest, and 
when not parading the camp or the bazar. At all events, they each 
speak to the taking to the river-side circumstantially. This fixos the 
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time .of the presen?e of each under the. tree P Can there be any doubt 
that if several native servants had theU" besters at that t~ee, and were 
simultaneously looking on at such a scene as they describe, each would 
have been able to speak to the presence of the other, especially as there 
"ltas something especial in the presence of the chobd~, also in his con
dition and occupation P The fact I believe to be, that the N uzub 
hazarded the answer that he was under the tree, little thinking why 
he was asked. I may almost say, Utrum 40rum ma"ia accipe. In 
truth it is impossible (without looking to other discrepancies or objec
tions to their evidence) that either of these men 'can be judicially re
lied on. It would indeed be a haz~dous responsibility to have to 
guess or to calculate which is to be rejected, which is the real Simon 
Pure. . 

"The only remarkable feature in the evidence of the ~r Junglee 
Shaikh is, that it materially contradicts the trustworthy George Shap
cott as to the occutTences at Nowghurrea; a fact which must be in the 
recollection of the Court. This testimony, therefore, needs no com
ment from me. The same objection applies, but not so strongly, to 
the deposition of Hajee Nunha. This man implicates a new asamee, 
the Mooshieft' Jehun Lall.· He recollects the remonstrances of the 
wounded Meah. Hajee Tamas. At Gujol, he deposes that Muddee 
complained to his father that his body was burning-that Muddee was 
attended by the Koberaj and a Brahmin, who gave him, not plaster, or 
ointment, or poultice, but internal medicine-something to drink, and 
pills. • 

"This man says that on the road to AHal, Hingoo travelled in a 
meeana, Muddee on a ruth. He describes the m~ks on Muddee's 
body at Gujol to be those which we had seen at Purranpore, viz., 
m~ks of korah and caning. Statements as of fact made by this wit
ness in the Foujdarry he now acknowledges to be he~say. 

"The evidence of Meah Ameen shows, inter alia, that there was 
nothing remarkable in Etwarree's having a pal pitched in the neigh
bourhood of the Meah's tent. He distinctly contradicts those who 
implicate Aman Ali Khan, or the other Meahs, or the Urzbeggy, and 
he speaks as others do to the prevalence of cholera in the Lushk~. I 
think it quite unnecessary to remark upon the evidence of the bheestees 
and of the Khoberaj's servant, Bugghobun. Ghose; feeling satisfied 
that no impartial mind can build colldemnatory conclusions against 
my clients upon anything that those three have said, collectively or 
individually. . 

" Such, then, is a cursory review of the proofs, or of what are sub
situted for proofs, in this most serious and most extraordinary case ! 
In the name of justice and of common sense, what definite or intel
ligible tale of guilt do they reveal, or can there be extracted f:om 
them P Are these miserable equivocators, these paupers and meruals, 
the select from the 2000 of the camp, from the mass of the Foujdarry 
deponents, the "best evidence" procurable in support. of ch~ges of 
this nature P If the public prosecutor think. that they are, I "Call 
upon him to show how and why tbey ~e. It is a scandal and a shame, 
it is a grievous Wrong to theaimiable young prince whose servants and 
companions these are, that my clients should be called upon to undergo 
the disgraceful ordeal of a public trial-should have suft'ered month. 
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of ~ious incarceration-should - (for their necessary self-protection) 
have been put to great charges upon such paltry, cont,radictory, incon
clusive, such impossible testimony as this_ To suppose that tbey can 
be convicted upon it would be monst,rous. Not one of them (Meah 
Urjoomund, Hajee TamM, the Urzbeggy, Meah Afreen, or Moghul 
Jan Moonshee) denies that the two men were, or rather might have 
been, for all they know, beaten (but by no means to the extent pre
tended): "ot 0 .... tif them saw 0" sanctioned that bpating-not 0 .... of 
them had a"!l ca .... e 0" aBsig_ble Motive for doing 80; "eithe.- 01 
them made i"'lui,"!! about the deaths of these men, 0,. had ,.eaBon to 
do 80. Such information 811 they subsequently obtained was from the 
,.umours of the camp or from the mouth of the accomplished, the re-

_ jected Doctor Joomuck. And here I would digress to observe, that the 
discrepancies and contradictions which have proved fatal in the eye (If 
the public prosecutor to the credit of five of his selected witnesses, by 
no means betray an anxiety to defeat the prosecution. Those men 
have not served or answered the purpose as expected; they have 
proved their own worthlessness, that they have deliberately sworn 
falsely, either here or in the Fouidarry, or in both places; but their 
evidence here as conclusively proves that they are hostile, in thought 
and intention, to the prisoners at the bar. The inference is irresistible, 
that they are members of a conspiracy; they have only been less skilful 
or less fortunate than some of their companions. What more need I 
say upon the general complexion of the case P I have endeavoured to 
insiSt upon and to argue the general rules which should be brought to 
bear upon ita consideration; and I have curiously adverted to some, 
but only some, of the palpable defecu and disC7epa"ciea (the publio 
prosecutor will in vain strive to show them to be honest discrepancies) 
in the details' of the evidence. One remarkable head of discrepancy, 
showing the gross carelessness as well as untruthfulness of the witnesses, 
one which must have made a deep impression upon the minds of the 
Court, I do not think I have specislly noticed; I allude to the descrip
tion of the manner in which the men, Hingoo and Muddee, were con-
veyed from I'urranpore to Allal ' 

.. I have also yet to observe upon one very prominent and remark
able fact, or rather an omission which i1lfJolves many facta, in what I 
JIlay call the forensic history of,this prosecution. Etwarree, the father 
of the deceased boy, Muddee, who attended his dying moments, who 
nursed him during his mortal sickness, who procured medicine for his 
child, and was found weeping at the entrance of the pal; this man 
has not been examined, nor has his ab@ence been in any manner ac
counted for. We have heard from the witness that, withane exception 
(mentioned, I think, by the slave HossaiDee), "0 complaint 0,. ,.emon-, 
"t,.ance was made by Etwa,.,."" at any time-not a word is b,.eathed of 
his att,.ibuting Jfuddee's morlal sicknes. to malt,.eatment of any kind, 
althougA he was the Has kAawas of HiB Hig""""'. We hear- ofno 
coa:cing, no tAreata, "0 p,.eaenu, wAicA, if they eriated 0" occurred, 
muat 0" might Aa~e been P,.oved Aer-e. The court, surely, are not to 
be asked, on such a trial as this. to have intuitive knowledge of facts; 
and nothing but the existence of some collateral independeut facts not 
before the Court, and which have no reference to or connexion with 
anything in proof,' can render this man's absence, and still more his 
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prOtJed silence alld "_,,,.ing 8flbmission to 'ke calamity ",Meli 
befel kis cliilil, other than unanswerable and incurable defects in the 
affirmative proof by which &lone the case for the prosecution must 
stand or f..n. • . 

.. Giles8es and conjectures cannot, legally 0,. justly, b.y any juridical 
princip16 at all, be admitted or stalld ill tke place of any part of tkat 
affirmative proof. Of course it may be said (as a prosecutor in' such 
a dilemma always must say), 'Oh, if Etwarree considers or knows 
that hi. son was not ill·treated, why do you not call him in your 
defence P' The prinoiples upon which I have &lready insisted are a 
sufficient answer to any such query I am not here on beh&lf of either 
of my clients to prove innocence, but to show that you have not 
proved guilt. Yon have not produced that sort of evidence, either in 
character or in detail, which can lead the mind of a Judge to a safe 
conclusion. You may have given enough to suspect something 
against somebody, but not to condemn any particular person or per
sons-certainly not. against those whom I defend-of any defined 
misconduct. In no Court of Crimin&l Jnstice where an English 
Judge presides, is the Judge obliged to arrive at any conolusion. The 
panel may bo guilty or innocent. The Judge has merely to do with 
the proofs of ascertained and defined guilt. Moreover, in this case 
each of the princip&l defendants is deprived of what would be the most 
likely and the most credible evidence of his not being amenable to the 
charge preferred. His bhaebunds, his companions, those with whom 
he lives, who know his way and h"bits; because they are all by his 
side, suspected crimin&ls like himself: witli liow mucli more re480Il 

alld itJtelligib16 groulld of 8U8piciOIl m;glit 8etJeral of tke ",.messes have 
been substituted 'Il tkeir pluce ! The Fakeer, who virtuously declined 
the invitation to beat, which the other 300 Fakeers accepted; the 
tender-hearted slave, who made no efFort to recover the treasure so un· 
accountably spirited away whilst he was sleeping-at. a time, by-the
bye, when, if at any time, he should have. been awake, viz., imme
diately after his night's rest . 

.. Where, under such oircumstances, would be the wisdom or th,! 
discretion of attempting, by testimony, to disprove what is not 
provedP , 

.. As to Etwarree, I know nothing and wish to know nothing of 
him. I am told he was examined in the Mofllssil; if so, his deposi
tion will be with the nutthee; and I do not object, nor do I suppose 
the learned defender of other persons will object, to that deposition 
being looked at. Had its contents fitted the case for the prosecution, 
doubtless the deponent would have been. like the others, committed 
to the care of the Police Nazir. one of. whose duties throughont the 
Mofussil of India I understand to be, to act as the whipper-in and 
custodian of witnesses ! 

"I would 'add a few words with reference to the Naib-Meer
Moonshee, the Moghul prisoner. This man's case is peculiarly hard. 
Neither from caste, kindred, Ol' occupat.ion, has he the sympathy of 
those classed with him. It must have been ob.erved by all who 
listened to the evidence that each of the witnesses had a disposition to 
screen or to trea:d lightly upon the reputation of some one-each, I 
mean, of th<;>&e at.tached to the Nizamut; and d()ubtless had the Meer 
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Moonshee himself, Mirza Mahomed Hosain, been on my friend the 
public prosecutor's list, he would have some reluctance, with whatever 
impressions, recollections, or disposition otherwise he might have 
come here, to represent his deputy not merely as a thief taker, but as 
the servant, tool, and executioner of thief-takers . 

.. As it is, he has been recklessly named; and he, together with the 
absent Burrs Sahib, of whom I know and can say nothing) have heen, 
as.it were by common consent, brought in en different occasions '708 

BcapegO'7.ts, or, at least, as useful adjuncts to make the case complete. 
As regards the Meahs themselves, I can be at no loss, when I see the 

-favours and distinctions heaped upon them by their princely master 
and benefactor. to understand, why and how they have been so 
wickedly implicated in a transaction, which if it occurred, and what
ever its character, was the work either of their drudges and menials, 
or of the thousand vagabonds. fakeers (doubtless always ready for 
excitement or tomasha of any kind), with which the camp was infested. 
I am not bound to define, because it is not, as I humbly but earnestly 
submit. within the province, much less the duty, of this Court-if 
they are not perfectly and conclusively satisfied that the guilt of any 
or either of my clients has been legally proved-to define in their own 
minds any conclusions or probabilities whatever. The certai .. know
ledge oj truth is .. ot given to ma... The rules by which the Courts of 
enlightened nations endeavour, if not to arrive at truth, at least never 
to come to a mischievous as well as untruthful conclusion, are defined. 
Forensic judgment is a science, and it is indispensable that it should be 
so. But were I asked what moral and extra-judicial conclusion my 
mind arrived at from this evidence, I should say-Th08e two me .. 
have b_ .maltreated by 80me persons who believed tMmselveaju8ti
fled, i .. conseqllellCe oj the 8U8picions attached to them, a .. d oj their 
conduct u .. der these 8U8picions: the 8flbject jormed the commo .. topic 
and ,...mOfW am01l!J thejakeera, menials, andjollowen oj the LuaMrar, 
and the accou .. ta given here amou .. t to evidence oj th08e rumour8 
merely, and not oja"!ljacta at all. No one witness (excepting always 
the Christian coachman, whom I &Ccuse only of involuntary exaggera
tion) has been an eye-witness of what he pretends; but some may 
have seen enough to sketch or picture a tale upon sufficient encourage
ment, the outline being filled up and the picture coloured by the guess 
of his fellows during the safer, and perhaps, yet more, during the 
dangerous proximity to his co-witness enforced by the system of the 
Mofussil police. I consider that the treatment, the wounds, the con· 
duct, have been all palpably and grossly misdescribed-not merely 
exaggerated. As to the deaths, there is at least a strong moral proba
bility that the rumour of the death by cholera may be correct as to 
one, if not of both: if it be otherwise, I should say no man can draw 
any conscientious conclusions whatever from the evidence. All is 
vague. It is lamentable that it should be so; but how much more 
lamentable would it be that, in order to 'arrive at any affirmative 
judgment, we should venture to condemn even the meanest of our 
brother-men upon conjecture ?" 

The following is the· reply put in by Mr. Trev.or and Shumbo 
Nauth Pundit. conducting the prosecution on the pact of Govern· 
ment:-
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.. Sept .. 7th, 1853. 
" Before proceedlng to oller the remarks we may oonsider it our duty 

to make upon the case in general, we would wish to express publicly 
the satisfaction we have received from the testimony borne by both the 
learned counsels for the defence to the manner in which the prosecu
tion has been oonducted by us. It has been our endeav,?ur to conduct 
the case with the spirit of fairness towards the accused, and it is a 
pleasure to us to learn that in this attempt we have not been unsuc
cessful. We also beg to be allowed to add our testimony to that of 
the learned oounsel for the defence, to the great consideration that has 
been evinced through the course of this trial by the Court towards the 
accused. Mr. Clarke, the learned oounsel tor five of the accused, 
Aman Ali Khan, Musserut Ali Khan, Jowahir Ali Khan, Meah Ekbal, 
and Meah Belal, has contented himself with calling witnesses to 
character. We have, therefore, ouly to beg the Court to bear in mind 
that where tke point at isme is, whether tke accused katie committed 
a particulM' act, evidence of their general·good character is obviously 
entitled to little weight unless some reasonable doubt exist as to their 
guilt. There are one or two mcts given in Mr. Clarke's defenr.e which 
do not exactly· correspond with the evidence as taken down by us. 
lfor the clearing up of these discrepancies we shall have to ask you to 
refer to your notes after we have 'finishod this reply. The other 
learned counsel, Mr. Montriou, defends five of the accused, Meah 
UJjoomund, Hajee Tamas. Mea.h Mreen, the Urzbeggy Imam .Ali, 
and Mirza Mahomed Hoseain, alias Moghul Jan. For the two first
named the evideuce given in defence is evidence to character. The 
defence for Meah Mreen is, that ke was not tke serva,.t of the Nawab 
a.t aU, but of the Nawail Begum, and sent by that lady to His High
ness with a letter of condolence after the occurrence of some injury to 
His Highness's person. The defence of Meer Imam Ali, the Urzbeggy, 
is, that his duties were of such a nature as to keel! him so 'late of a 
night with the N aW&b as to render his participation ill t.he perpetration 
of a crime charged nearly an impossibilty. The defence for Mirza 
Mahomed Hossain is, that his particular business was to be in attend
auce upon the Khan Sahib, Aman Ali; that the nature and times of 
that attendance were such as to be wholly inconsistent with the con
duct at.tributed to him by the witness for tbe prosecution. The 
defendant. Fureed Khan, denies the chal'ge of having beaten one of 
the deceased, and calls witness to prove his defence. The defendant, 
J oomun 8haik, sets up an alibi as his defence, but calls no witness to 
prove it. The defendant, Peer Khan, who confessed before the magis
trate, denies before this Court, but calls no witnesses. 

"Before proceeding to notice how far the several defendants have 
substantiated their respective defences, we have a few remarks to offer 
upon the case generally. Tke first thing is, that tke matter was 
first reported by the Shah,."ggur Daroga as a ram our : we 8U~mit 
that it was natural it should be 80. The brime was not eomlllltted 
in tho Moorshedabad district at all, On the retUl'n of His Highness 
from the hunting expedition the rum our naturally began to be rife 
in the city, and it was strictly the Daroga's duty, as laid down in 
~eotion iv., ClallBe i., Reguilltion xx. of 1817, to make the report, he 
did. Another point requiring not.ice is the retinl}8 that n.ccomp .. med 
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His Highn~ upon this occasion. The learned counsel for the de
fendaut Urjoomund., aud others, would seem to suppose that the 
whole Court of the N awah accompanied him in this expedition; but . 
this nowhere appeal'\! in the record, nor is it natural that it should 
be the fact It is more natural to suppose that on these occasions 
His Highness would lay aside some of his Ullual stat.,; indeed., one 
witness, Mahomed Amrm, distinctly deposes to a not unimportant 
fact, viz., that all the Meahs, except AmanAli, dined with His High
ness every day, Aman Ali doing so occasionally. 

"The next point to be noticed is the evidence adduced for the 
prosecution. The witnesses we have considered our duty to produce 
have, some of them, been subjected to a cross-examination as, we 
will venture to Q88ert, has seldom been heard in our native courts of 
iustice. They have been questioned not only on points bearing on 
the case, but on matters quite irrelevant They have been in the box, 
some of them a whole day, one man a d .. y and a half; .. nd., a./l;er all, 
what contradictions .b .. ve been elicited from them P Very few, we 
mo.intam, on .. ny m .. terial point; and all the contradictions are of 
such a n .. ture as to prove rather the truth of the m .. in story, than th .. t 
these men have hanged together to bring punishment and, disgrace on 
the heads of the accused We .. ppeal to the demeanour of the prin
cipal witnesses in the box as a proof th .. t what they deposed to was, 
in the mo.in, true. 

"The counsel for the defence, Mr. Montriou. admits the cool de
meauour of one, -and attributes it to pertness and over-zeal. We 
assert that it is ridiculoUll to suppose that these fakeers and menials 
should have stood the cross-examination they did, and in the manner 
they did, had their evidence been fouuded on a lie. The leper, the 
itinerant vendor of smoke. the • ticca,' scullion (also called the • beea • 
vago.bond), the tailor. to have in a great measure, if not entirely, 
baffled the efforts of two Supreme Court B .. rristers, is a proof to our 
mind., not of the want of talent in the counsel, but of the support the 
witnesses q~d in the knowledge tho.t they were in the main speaking 
the truth. They differ as to the time of the several occurrences; it is 
only natural that they should. Months have elapsed since the 
occurrenoe took place. and had they all agreed as to time we should 
bve heard that such • unanimity was wonderfu!" They differ 88 to 
the mode in which the two deceased persons were conveyed from one 
place' to another. Of what consequence is & discrepancy on such a 
point as this? We are told of conspiracy. Where are the con
spirators? Would not anyone conspiring have brought forwar4 
witnesses of a superior ~Ik of life to those adduced for the prosecu
tion? Waultl His High_8 have co .. ti .... ed i .. hiB service up to the 
present time (as he has several of the witnesses) parties conapiri1lg to 
bri .. g ruin and disgrace upon a man high i .. hiB favour and service 1 
The poverty and low state of the witnes.es for the pro8t'cution have 
lIeen much insisted on by the learned counsel for the defence. We 
glory in them-they are our strength. It is stated by the learned 
eounsel for U rjoomund., and others, that in all cases the best evidence 
is to be given. To this axiom we Q88ent; but venture to think, that 
in h.is applico.tion of it the learned counsel is in error. The axipm 
nf'en to tile avidence best in quality. Dot best in strength. We a.sert 
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that in q~lity no evidence can be bet~er than that produced for the 
prosecution, being as it is the evidence of those who profess to have 
seen with their own eyes the facts they depose to. 

U The next point calling for notice is the non-appearance of the 
father of the deceased, Muddee. This is a thing of frequent occur
rence in this country-so frequent, that, as long ago as 1822, a 
regulation was necessary to authorise the punishment of parties when, 
in cases of murder, the heir of the slain refuses to prosecute. We 
are confident that to 'this fact no weight will be attached' by the 
Court, especially when the accused are, as one of them in the present 
case is, men of wealth and influence. l'he next point to be noticed is 
the evidence of the English coachman in the service of His Highness, 
George Shapcott. Both the learned counsel for the defence mention 
in terms of commendation the manner in which this evidence was 
given, and we are also ready to agree with' those gentlemen. Thill 
witness implicated fHllg one of the defendants as actually beating; but 
his. evidence is very strong as to the state of the bodies of the de
ceased shortly before death at G~iol-the only place he s&w them 
after he had seen one of them at N ewgurris.h; as at Purranpore he 
was encamped on the other side of an indigo factory, away from the 
rest of the lushkur, and at Alial on the other side of the river. His 
description is borne out as to one of the deceased, Himwo, by the two 
Bhistees, who brought water to wash the body, and whose evidence, 
with due deference to the learned counsel, Mr. Montriou. we consider 
in every way trustworthy. This evidence has, we presume, put an 
end to the defence set before the magistrate, that the deceased diee} 
of cholera, and we moreover beg to remark, that not one single 
witness deposes to the preve.lence of cholera in the camp, as stated 
by Mr. Montriou. The number of persons in the camp were, as 
far as npp~8rB, about 2,000, and during the two months the hunting 
party lasted, not a single witness deposes to the deaths amounting 
to one dozen I-a very diJl'erent state of things from what would have 
been had cholera been preve.lent. The inferences to 116 drawn 
from the evidence as to the state of the bodies a ~hort time before 
and immediately after the death, as deposed to by George Shapcott, 
the two Bhistees, and the apprentice who attended them, that is, 
from some cause or other, the bodies were in a dreadful state of lacer
ation; and I'Onnecting their appoorauce with the besting and torture 
as deposed to by the other witnesses, we have, in the absence of any 
attempt to prove how their bodies became in BUch a state, 8. right to 
connect the two as C&use and effect. Besides the English coachman, 
there is another witness, whom we suppose the learned counsel for the 
defence will e.llow to be respectable-we refer to Mahomed Amrru, the 
Emmuck, the Darogah of the tents, th" sharer of .!.man Ali's tent. 
The Court will douhtless bear in mind the very unw.illing manner in 
which this man gave his testimony-the explanation he offered relative 
to the pe.l being pitched so near the Meah's tent; and how he aelmitted 
that e.ll the Maahs mneel every day with His Highness; but it has 
been attempted to be proved that it would be derogatory to the 
dignity and high position of Aman Ali Khan even to go to their tent. 
The servant degraded by entering the tent of thQse- bis master de-
lightcth to honour! ! ! . 
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\' We now proceed to reID&I'k on the defence set up by the defendants, 
who have called evidence besides that to ch&I'acter. For the defauce 
of Mea.h Afreen two witnesses are called. We grant that this de
fendant is flot a S",."aflt of the Nizamut, but it ill proved that he was 
at Purranpore the day the camp arrived. and the following night, by 
both his witnesses; and one of them, Hossain Bur, would have the 
Court helieve that this man, who accompanied His Highness of a day 
out hunt.ing, was at night fain to sleep under a tree with the servants. 
The parties who were charitable enough to have a pal put up for a 
dying Fakeer and the son of a Khawas within a few paces of the 
Mea.h's tent, had not hospitality sufficient to offer the shelter of a tent 
at night to Mea.h Afreen, the compaoion all day in hunting of His 
:aighness. Further comment on such evidence as this is quite unneces-
8&1'y. For the defence of the U rzbeggy Emam Ali, one witness alone 
appears, and all that he says is that the defendant used to go to His 
Highness when called for, hut that there was no exact time for attend
ing. This falls f&I' short of the defence set up and requires no com
ment from us. For the defendant Mirza Mahomed Hossain, aliaJI 
Moghul Jan, two witnesses are called. It would appear that this man 
is a sort of Perunnea.h, or Robok&rnuvees; the office he bears being 
that of Naib Moor Moonshee, certainly nothing of a confidential nature. 

-although it may be called in one sense literary. The defendant Fureed 
Khan calls witnesses to prove that he never beat at N owgurriah the 
the decea.sed Muddee. His witne88es were four in number; three 
were examined. Of these two were camel-drivers, and one was a 
mate Mahouth. These men came prepared to sWe&r through thick 
and thin, that they accompanied Fureed Khan on the occaaion in 
question to Nowgurriah, that they were with him all the time he was 
tbere, and that he did not on that occasion beat anybvdy. Th... first 
witness was duly cross-examined, and nothing was elicited inculpating 
any of the defendants. Mukhoo, was the mate Mahouth, and went 
on foot to Nowgurriah while the others rode on camels. He had been 
{'1'088-examined by Mr. Trevor, and he had sat down, when the Court 
asked him hy whose ord ... rs the camels were sent to Nowgurriah He 
then mentioned Aman Ali's name, and was .oon after cross-examined 
at great length by Mr. Clarke, the learned council for Arnan Ali, but 
Mtking toa8 elicited from him at all contradictory He oaid that 
he remained with the camels at the tent of the Meahs, while the 
three camel-drivers went to the Khan'. tent. He Willi asked 
if he heard the Khan give tIle order, he said .. No," but that 
he had heard from the three camel-drivers who had gone to the 
Khan's tent, that he had given the orders for them to go to the 
Burrs Sahib and do what he told them. His account was perfectly 
natural. There was a crowd at the place where he was, hut that he 
could 8We&r he h &I'd from the camel-drivers that they had received 
orders from AIDan Ali Khan. Of course he could. These three men 
men alone, as far as he knew, went to the Khan's tent for orders. The 
nllxt witness was Bakoor Ali, one of the three camel-drivers who went 
to N owgurriah with Fureed Khan, and who were stated by the witness 
last referred to to have gone to the tent of Arnan Ali. It was elicited 
by a question from the Mohic, that the two camels were taken, by 
Arnan A.li'. order, to Nowgurriah; that he told the drivers to go to the 
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Burrah Sa.hib for orders; that they went; that the Burrs Sahib gave 
them a chit to one J eehunal at N owgurriah, and told them to take 
Muddee (one of the deceased) there. That they did so. He also 
swore distinctly that Fureed Khan did not hit anyone at Nowgurrish. 
Now WB allow that what these me .. Baid about Fureed Khan u totally 
falae but that does not taint aJI their e'Vidence. We affirm that there 
is hardly ever a esse in which influential parties are concerned, in 
which the principle of rejecting part and adopting part of a witness's 
evidence is not called into play. In alft'ay esses especially, we may re
mark, there is always an attempt to inculpate either the Zemindars 
themselves, on whose behalf the affray took place, as being actually 
present; or, if they are not named, their principal servants are. In 
numberless instances the evidence of the same witness is considered as 
worthy of belief, quoad the latteaJe, and rejected quoad the Zemindars 
or their servants. It is a satisfaction to us to be able to state that the 
principle we contend for is recognised in England. The rule is thus 
laid down in 'Taylor, on Evidenoe,' pages 949-950 :-' Where a party 
being surprised by a statement of -one of his witnesses calls other per
sons to contradict in.a particular fact, the Judge is not on that account 
authorised in rejecting the entire testimony of the contradicted witness. 
The discrepancy may, indeed, form a fair topic for counsel as to the 
degree of credit to which the witness is entitled, but the whole evidence 
must go to the jury, who may be perfectly justified in believing one 
part of it and rejecting the other.' If this is applicable to England, 
where the sanction of an oath is much regarded, how much more ap
plicable is it to India, where unfortunately, an oath isnoguaranteefor 
truth! That principle we apply here. We would reject the evidence 
of these men as to Fureed Khan's innocence, contradicted as it is by 
that of George Shapcott, and adopt it as to Arnan Ali. The Court 
will doubtless remember the manner. in which the facts inculpating 
Aman Ali were elicited from these witnesses, the manner in which they 
gave their evidence, and the vain attempts of the learned counsel to 
make them contradict themselves. We have no doubt that the evidence 
of these two ruen will have due weight·with the CoUrt. 

"Before finally dismissing this defendant Fureed Khan, we beg to 
direct the attention of the Court to his defence. In two points he 
corroborates the evidence of the prosecution He says that on the day 
of the theft His Highness returned from hunting at one o'clock, and 
he also states that Muddee started. from Nowgurriah on a camel. That 
on the road they met Moghul Jan &nd Buara Sa.hib, who took him on. 
&n elephant. The fact deposed to by one of the witnesses for the pro
secution' that he did return on an elephant, has been much insisted on 
as a serious discrepancy by Mr. Montriou. 

"It oulyremains for us to notice B point relative to one of the charges 
which has been animadverted upon by the learned counsel for the de
fendant Aman Ali Khan-we aJIude to the third account, which 
charges the defendants with 'privity;' the meaning of this term is 
thus explained in C.O., No.8 of vol. iv. (page xxiii. of the Addenda of 
Beaufort's Guide, 1320.) : 'The act which constitutes what is caJIed 
" privity" in this country corresponds with" misprision of felony" in 
English Law, viz, the concealment of a felony which a man knows 
but never assented to, or the observing silently tke commiasio .. of a 



168 

fewng without using any endeavours to apprepend the oll'ender. It is, 
therefore, strictly an oll'ence of a negative kind, consisting in the con· 
cealment of something that ought to be revealed.' 

.. Accessoryship, on the other hand, is an oll'ence of a positil'e kind 
and of a higher degree of criminality, implying an active preparation, 
either by procuring, counselling, commanding, or abetting another to 
commit a felony, or with a knowledge that a felony has been committed 
by another, by receiving. relieving, comforting, or assisting the felon. 
The distinction between the two oll'ences is marked-the one is a mis
demeanour in English Law, the other is a felony; the one is in it. 
kind negative, requiring nothing but silent, passive acquiescence; in 
the commission of a felony, either by counsel and command before the 
act, or by relief and assistance given to the felon after the fact. It ap
pears then, that to have made this charge intelligible to the learned 
counsel for the defence we must have ·used the term • misprision of 
felony,' which would not have been allowed by the Court to remain in 
the calendar. We now.conclude this reply,leving the result with all 
confidence in the hands of the Court, feeling BfWe that e1Jery justice 
will be done in the matter. 

" (Signed) E. TREVOR, 

( ,,) SRUMBONAUTH PUNDIT, 
" Conducting the prosecution on the part of Government· 

II 7th September, 1853." 

The following is the report by Mr. Money, the Sessions Judge of 
:Moorshedabad, to the Sudder Nizamut Adawlut, at Calcutta :-

To the REGISTRAR of the'SUDDER NIZAMUT AVAWLUT. 

"Fort William. 

"Sm,-I have the honour to submit, for the purpose of being laid 
before the Court of Nizamut Adawlut, the proceedings on the trial 
noted below, held at the station of Moorshedabad on the 22nd, 23rd, 
24th, 25th, 26th, 27th, 29th, 30th, and 31st August, and 5th and 7th 
September, 1853 . 

.. 2. The prisoner pleaded Not Guilty. • 
"Court of the Sessions Judge for the City of Moorshedabad. 
"Trial, No.1, of the Sessions Judge for the month of September, 

1853 • 
.. Case, No.7, of the Magistrate of Moorshedabad for the month of 

July, 1853. 

GOVERNMENT PROSECUTOR 

"37. Aman Ali Khan (father'. name Dot known), aged 33 years; 
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date of apprehension, 6th June, 1853, or 25th Jeyt, 1260; date of 
commitment, 30th July, 185S, or 16th Brahem, 1260.-Acquitted. 

" 38 MUllSerut Ali Khan, son of Abdoola, aged 35 year,,; date of 
apprehension, 6th June, 1853, or 25th Jeyt, 1260; date of commit
ment, 30th July, 1853, or 16th Brahem, 1260.-Acqaitted. 

"39. Syud Emam Ali, BOn of Byud Buher Ali, aged 52 years; date 
of Bpprehension, 6th June, 1853, or 25th Jeyt, 1260; date of commit
ment, 30th July, 185S, or 16th Brahem,1260,-Fovrleelt years' labour 
in ir01l8~ 

"40. Joahir Ali Khan (mther's name not known), aged 60 years; 
date of apprehension, 6th June, 185S, or 25th Jeyt, 1260; date of com
mitment, SOth July, 1853' or 16th Srahem, 1260.-Acqvitted . 

.. 41. Meah U rjoomund, son of Abdoola, aged SO years; date of 
apprehension, 6th June, 185S, or 25th Jeyt, 1260; date of commit
ment, SOth July, 185S, or 16th Srahem, 1260.-Acquitted 

•• 42. Meah Afreen (fBther's name not known), aged SO years; 
date of apprehension, 6th June, 185S, or 25th Jeyt, 1260; date of 
commitment, 30th Jul;!:, 1853, or 16th Sa.hrem, 1260.-Acquitted. 

"43. Meah Bela! (mther's name not known), aged 27 years; date 
of apprehension, 6th June, 1853, or 25th Jeyt, 1260; date of comnrit
ment, 30th July, 185S, or 16th Brahem, 1260.-Acquitted. 

"44. Meah Ekba! (father's name not known), aged 25 years; date 
of apprehension, 6th June, 185S. or 25th Jeyt, 1260; date of commit
ment. 30th July, 1853, or 16th Srahem, 1260.-Acquitted. 

"45. Hajee TBIIlB8h, BOn of Abdoola, a"aed 50 years; date of ap
prehension, 6th June, 1853, or 25th J eyt, 1260; date of commitment, 
30th July. 185S, or 16th Srahem, 1260.-Acquitted. 

"46. Mahomed Fnreed. son of Bahoo, aged 26 years; date of' 
apprehension,6th June. 185S, or 25th Jeyt, 1260; date of commit
ment. 30th July, 185S. or 16th Srahem, 1260.-Fourleelt years' 
labour in irOfl8. 

"47, Mirza Mahomed Hossain, alias Moghul JBJ\, BOn of Mirza Ali 
Khan, aged 30 years; date of apprehension, 15th June, 185S. or 2nd 
Assar, 1260; date of commitment,3Oth July, 1853, 01' 16th Srahem, 
1260.-Acquitted. 

"48. J oomun Shaik, BOn of Akaloo Shaik, aged 40 years; date of 
apprehension, 17th June, 1853. or 4th AsBBr, 1260; date of com
mitment, 30th July, 1853, or 16th Srahem, 1260.-Fourleelt year .. 
labour in ironIt. . 

"49. Peer Khan, BOn of Shanduth Khan, aged 50 years; date of 
apprehension,21st June, 185S. or 8th Assar, 1260; date of commit
ment, 30th July, 1853, or 16th Srahem, 1260.-FourleeJt years' 
labour in irona. 

Charge. 

" The prisoners charged, on the first count, with the wilful murder 
of Hingoo and Muddee. 

. "On the second count, with being accessories before Bnd after the 
fact. 

" On the third count, with privity to the said crime. 
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." On the fourth count, with torturing and beating the .aid Hingoo 
and Muddee, deceaoed. . 

" On the fifth count, with aiding and abetting in the said torture and 
beating. . 

"On the sixth count, with privity to the said torture and beat
ing . 

. , On the seventh count the prisoner, No. 37, is charged with having 
issued orders for the said torture and beating 

" Date of the deceased being seized, 31st March, 1853, correspond
ipg 19th Cheyt, 1259. 

" Dates of their deaths. 5th and 6th April, 1853, corresponding with 
24th and 25th Cheyt. 1259, respectively: The prisoners have been in 
jail from 7th July, 1853. 

" 3. The history of this painful case is briefly told. The time occu
pied does not extend over mor~ than five or six days. His Highness 
the Nawab Nazim of Moorshedabad, during a shooting excursion in 
the district of Maldah, pitched his camp on the 30th March last at 
a village co.lled Purranpore. On the 3rd April the camp proceeded 
to AlIaI, and from thence on the 5th April to Gujol, both village. in 
the same district. 

"4. Two men-Hingoo, a fakeer, and Muddee, whose father is a 
gholam in the service of the Nizamut-accompanied the camp. 

"5. The prisoners, 37, Arnan Ali Khan; 38, MusserutAli Khan; 
39, Syud Imam Ali; 40, Joahir Ali Khan; 41, Meah Urjoomund; 
43,Meah Belal; 44, Meah Ekbal; 45, Hajee Tamash; and 47, 
Mirza Mahomed Hossain, aliaa Moghul Jan, formed a part of Hia 
Highness's snite: 42, Meab Afreen, had joined the camp, having 
been sent on a special errand by the Nawab Begum Sahib: 46, 
Mahomed Fureed was a camel-driver; and 49, Peer Khan, a mahouth 
in Hia Highness's service: and 48, Joomun Shaik, wao the servant of 
37, who was the Urzbeggy of Hia Highness; the prisoner 38 hold
ing 11.00 a high office in the Nilamut; and the pri.oner 37 wos the 
chief and'eQn6dential eunnch, having the general control over all Hia 
Highness'S arrangements during thi. excursion. 

"6. The principal tents in the camp belonged to His Highness, Arnall 
Ali Khan, and the eunuch.. His Highne.. occupied the centre tent, 
on one side of which wao th~ tent of Aman Ali Khan, and on the 
other the tent of the eunuchs. They were genero.lly pitched at a short 
distance from each other. 

"7. On the moming of the 31st March, while His Highness, with 
the greater part of his suite, wao out shooting at Purranpore, a tin 
b~ containing propert.v to the value of above rupees 700, belonging 
to the prisoner 41, wao miasing. Hingoo and Muddee were seized on 
suspicion of having stolen the box, and throughout the day, before 
and after Hia Highness's retum, it would appear were tortured and 
beaten for the purpose of inducing them to confess and point out the 
property. , 

"S. The same night Muddee wao conveyed on a camel to a place 
called Nowgurriah. about eight or nine mile. from Purranpore, that 
he might point out a ghareewan to whom, he said, he had given 
the property He wao then unmercifully beaten, when he declared he 
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had not given the property to the gha.reewan, but to two Nautch I!irls at 
Purranpore; upon which he was again placed upon the ca:nel and 
brought back, part of the way on camel, and part on an elephant, to 
the camp at Purranpore. . 

•• 9. On the 3rd April the two men were taken, with the camp. to 
Alia.!; and again, on the 5th, from Alla.l to Gujol, where t.he same 
day Hingoo died, and Muddee the day after. . 

"10. It was given out in the camp that these men had died of 
cholera, and it was not until the 1st May following that the naroga 
of .shahnugger, in the city of Moorshedabad, reported to the magi.
trate that he had heard that a murder had been committed in the 
camp, but that no one came forward to prosecute . 

•• 11. The order which he received from the ma.gistate led to inquiry, 
and inquiry led to disclosures which formed grounds for the tria.! before 
the magistrate, terminating in the commitment of the prisoners to 
the Sessions Court on the charge of mUl"<ier, and other lesser counts. 

"12. Having given a brief outline of ~e case, I will revert to 
the evidence upon }·ecord. 

"13. The witness who enters more fully into detail regarding the 
tortures to which Hingoo and Muddee were subjected is Hossa.inee 
Shaik, witness 5 on t.he ca.lendar. He was the persona.! servant of the 
pmoner 41, and was permitted to turn Queen's evidence. His state
ment before the Sessions Court is to the following effect:-I am a 
servant of Meah Urjoomund (prisoner 41). I had a tin box under 
my charge belonging to my master. One morning I was asleep. 
Burro. Sa.lrib (absent) and Moghul Jan (prisoner 47) were sitting 
inside my master's tent. About eight or nine a.m. I awoke and missed 
the box, and asked them about it. They said they did not know 
where it was. I told them I was sure they had hidden it. They 
denied this, and said, as I had giveu them a bad name I should be 
punished when the thieves were caught. Burro. Sa.lrib and prisoner 47 
went out and brought in Muddee. I did not go with them. Muddee 
was questioned about the theft, but would not confess. He was then 
taken and tied inside the tent; and because he would not give up the 
property, Burra.ll Sahib and prisoner 47 beat him with a corah. They 
continued beating him till he promised, if they left off, he would show 
where the property was. He then said it was with Hingoo, and he 
would show them where Hingoo was. They loosened him and took 
him to the indigo factory, where the fakeers lived. Not finding 
Hingoo there. they brought Muddee back to the tent, and again beat 
him till he told them Hingoo was under a tree near the kitchen tent. 
They went out, and I saw them bring Hingoo to their tent. They 
said they had found him sleeping under the tree near the kitchen. 
Muddee told him to confess about the property, as they were taking 
away his life. Hingoo denied having taken the property. They then 
tied Hingoo and began to beat both Muddee entreated them not to 
beat him more, and said h~ would show them where the property was 
placed. They took Hingoo and Muddee to the river-side, and, not 
finding the property, brought them back. beating them, and began 
agaiL to beat them in the tent. Muddee then said he would show 
them the property at Purranpore, near which Hingoo had concealed it 
under some grass. Not finding it there, they again, brought them 
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back. bt'Sting them. Muddee said he woUld show it neal" the indigo 
factory They took them there while I remained in the tent. They 
again brought them back, beating thein. Muddee then said he would 
show it under the sand near the river amongst some thorn· bushes. 
They took them there, and were sea.rching when His Highness returned 
from hunting. I saw them searching. The river was about one or 
one-half russee from the tent. His Highness went into his tent. and 
Arnan Ali Khan (prisoner 37) into his, and the Meahs into theirs. 
My master (prisoner 41) saw me moying. and asked me what was the 
matter Ha called out 'Hossamee' three times. I mentioned Ilbout 
theft, and upon his asking where the thieves were. [pointed out where 
Burra Sahib and prisoner 47 wpre bringing them. l'he Meahs said to 
the thieves, 'Why do you suffer yourselves to be beaten? Give up 
the property.' They would not confess. The Meahs then went to. 
the tent of prisoner 37. and I went with them. Prisoner 37 ordered 
them to be beaten till they produced the property. He called out, 
, Beat them! Never mind if they die. One is a Chelah in His High
ness's service, and the other a lfakeer; if they die, we can say they 
died of cholera.' The Meahs then went to their tent, and Meah Emam 
Ali (prisoner 32), Meah Ekbal (prisoner 44), Meah Belal (prisoner 
43), Meah Afreen (prisoner 42), and Mussuruth Ali Khan (prisoner 
38). began together to beat them. By the order of prisoner 37, Poer 
Khan (prisoner 49) brought a cntcha beyt with thorns in it, and they 
tied the thieves inside the Meah's tent and beat them. Muddee then 
said the property was in a garden. They took them to the garden and 
there searched, but found nothing, and took them back to the tent 
and beat them. They tied their hands and feet and beat them with 
I.he beyt and the corah. The prisoner 39 again took them to the 
garden, and afterwards J oomun Shaik (p1"lJloner 48) servant of prisoner 
39, and prisoner 49, . kicked thelll, and prisoner 39 took them with the 
Mehter. and told them they shonld be beat.,n with his jha.roo if they 
did not give up the property. Not finding it in the garden, they 
brought them back and tied them to the tent·pins of the Meah's tent, 
and began to beat them. Burra Sahib and prisoner 47 made sharp 
wedges and drove them through their fingers, their hands being tied. 
The feet and hands were tied to separate tent-pins. (The witness sbowed 
in Court the way in which they were fastened.) They loosened them 
after a while, when they cried out for water. The prisoner 37 said 
they should have urine for water. About 2 p.m. they tied them again 
and took them inside the tent. The Meahs told them, if they would 
point out where the t-in box was they would give them water and 
heal their wounds. Hingoo declared that he knew nothing about 
the property. Muddee said he had given it to Hingoo. They again 
tied t\tem up to the two tent-poles, with their heads downwa.rds and 
their reet uppermost, and beat them with the kutch thorned beyt. 
They.,a b"at them. The witness pointed out· the prisoners 47, 44, 43, 
42, 39, 3 49, and 48. Prisoner 41 was there threatening, but not 
beating. ajee Tamas (prisoner 45) was there, bnt did not beat. 
I did not s Muhomed Fureed (prisoner 46). I .aw Meer Ali Khan 
(prisoner 40 there, but he did not beat. They were beaten all along 
in the ·same tent. The prisoner 41 and the Meshs lived in the ... me 
t.,nt. On the ,\urth day the ('amp left Purmnpore and proceeued to 

" 
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AlI&l. They took the thieves with the CRmp, one in a meana and 
the other in a Suggur-garre. They beat them again there. Muddee 
said that Hingoo had informed him that the property would be 
found under a certain tree at Purranpore. Burra Sahib and 
prisoner 48 went there on an elephant. Muddee was conveyed 
in a meanah. God knows what they did there. They ... ent early 
and returned late in the evening. Burra Sahib anti prisoner 4.S 
said they had been worn out by searching for the property, and 
could find nothing. Then B\ll"l"a Sahib, in the tent, trod with his 
feet upon Hingoo's chest. Hingoo begged him to cut his throat, 
but not to tread "pon him. Burra Sahib, with prisoners 39 and 47, 
said, that until he showed the property they would beat him to 
death. They theu brought Joomuck Doctor, and prisoner 39 told 
him to give them Bome brandy to drink. and to use Bome as an 
application. I 8&W a little mixed with a poultice and a little drunk 
by them. They were then insidE' a pal on ont' side of the Meahs' 
tent, near the bott.Ie khan&. Aft;er staying four days at AUal the 
camp proceeded to Gujol. About noon of the day which they 
reached Gujol, Hingoo .died, The prisoner aud the rest t.hreat<lned 
Muddee with the same fate unless he disclosed where the property 
was, telling him that he was a Chelah of the Huzoor. and the other 
only a Fakeer; that they would not take him back again, but cut 
his throat and bury him there. During the night he was very wellk, 
and died in the morning. They buried Hingoo about 3 p.m., near 
a bamboo jungle. They buried Muddee about 8 or 9 am., near 
a gallows. Muddee's father W&B a Gholam (slave) in His Highness's 
service, and Muddee a Chelah. Burra Sahib and prisoner 47 said 
Muddee had once come to the Meahs' tent, and therefore suspect<ld 
that he had stolen the property. Hingoo's left hand was broken and 
the skin of both feet torn 011'. The thieves died from the violence of 
the beating. Hingoo was about forty or fifty years old, and Muddee 
about twenty years old. No property was ever found. My mas'er 
at.ilJ retains me in his service. I Baw prisoner 37 come one evening 
to the Meahs' tent and threaten the prisoners, but he did not order 
them to be beaten. 

"14. The most rigid cross-examination by the counsel for the de
fence did not shake this witness's evidence. 

"15. How far it is corroborated by the testimony of other witnesses, 
will appear from a brief abstract of what they deposed to from their 
own knowledge. 

"16. Shaik Dhunnoo, witness No.1 on the calendar, stated that 
one aftenlOon, about 9th Cheyt, he saw Muddee and Hingoo tied 
up at the end of the Meahs, with their hands bound behind them 
and their f~t fastened with separst<l cords to the tent-ropes in front 
of the tent. That on Mnddee's declaring the property was near the 
river (which he did because he was thirsty and wanted to drink) 
both t.he men were taken there and brought back, as nothing was 
found. That information was sent to His Highness, who was out 
shooting, and who returned about 1 p.m. and sent for them, and 
questioned them regarding the theft. That prisoner 37 threatened 
to have them shot -if they did not give up the property, and that when 
His Highness ordered them to be released, he ordered them to be 
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tied up. The next morning the witness saw Muddee's hands and 
feet torn by tent-pins, and bleeding. and he was burnt all over his 
left arm and shoulders, and from the knees to the feet. He saw 
marks of beating on Hingoo when they were leaving Purranpore 
for Allal. They tried to place the thieves in Suggnr-Garrees, but 
could not manage it. they cried out so mueh, and were obliged to pllt 
them in Majhola-Garrees. After staying two days at Allal the camp 
proceeded to Gujol, where he heard Hingoo was dead. Muddee died 
the same night Next morning saw Jeeboo Shohada burying some 
one. and helped to dig; saw the corpse of Muddee. Burrs. Sahib 
(not present) was there; he brought the burial clothes to be pllt upon 
the body. Shere Ali, Fakeer, and two bhistees, were thore; witness 
took oft' the clothes that were. on I\luddee, put the other clothes on, 
and they buried him. He saw Hingoo's grave. Muddee was buried 
one russee distant from the encampment, and Hingoo one half russee 
oft', in a bllJlJ.boo jungle. When he saw M uddee and Hingoo tied up 
at the \1eahs' tent. he saw there the prisoners 42,43.45, 44, 47. 39, 
41,40, 37, and 49, as well as Burra Sahib: all the Meahs beat them, 
and the prisoner 47 gave orders. The witness did not kMW the names 
of the prisoners 43 and 44, but recognised them from having seen them 
before, and pointed them out. 

"17. Hingun Khau Cooria, Fakeer. witness 2 on the calendar, saw 
two thieves tie,l near the tent of prisoner 37 for stealing the property 
of the Daroga of Bhilt Ebuna, and the prisoner 37 pare a bamboo and 
beat them both: their feet were tied to the tent-pins and thei .. hands 
behind them. This was a little after (12) noon. One was Hingoo; 
did not know the other. Hingoo was much older Two days after, 
at Allal Ghaut, he saw both of them tied up near the cooking-tent, 
and marks of burning on one of Hingoo's hands. On the fourth day 
the camp reached Gujol, where he heard both 'were dead. When the 
prisoner 37 beat the thieves, 'His Highness was in his own tent, 
and all the M eahs in theirs. It was about one hour after their return 
from shooting. 

"18. Rilhum Ali Shaik, witness 9 on the calendar, states that 
one morning in the month of Cheyt, at Purranpore, a theft occurred in 
the tent of the prisoner 41, and 800n after there was a noise, and he 
went with others and saw two thieves tied up in front of the Meahs' 
tent. Presently a crowd collected, and the people of the tent began 
to call out 'Maro banchootko,' and to beat. He returned to his 

. own duties. About 2 P.M. His Highness returned from shooting. 
There was a great uproar. and people running about. The prisoners 
37 and 41, returning at the time, asked what the tamasha was: the 
people at the tent told them that a box had been stolen; 37 called out 
, Banchootko khoob maro,'-Make them confess where the property is. 
The thieves begged them not to beat them, and said they had con· 
cealed the property in the sand, and would point it out. They took 
them to the sand and searched, but did not find it. They then called 
out 'Banchoot, humlogko dhoopme dooraya,' and beat them with a 
cane and a thorny branch of a babool tree, and the corah and the 
mehter bellt them with a jharoo, and they took them near the bazaar, 
to the sand by the river. They then beat them excessively, and when 
they fell. from weakness they ordered them to be tied by the feet and 
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dragged; after which they took them back to the tent and witness 
went to his work. Dnring the llight he heard mes of • Dohay Com
pany! Dohay N awab Sa.lub!' The next day His Highness went out 
shooting. They brought the thieves out of the tent; they begged not 
to be beaten, and 8&id the property was under a kudum Il3wh towards 
the west, and they would show it. They took them there to a ditch, 
and witness went with them. The witness saw them beaten there and 
again brought b&Ck. 1.'he next morning, when His Highness was going 
out shooting, the prisoner M ordered t,he thieves to be well beaten. 
Witness saw the thieves to be brought out and beaten severely. They 
('ntreated them not to beat them, and told them there was 11 sunken 
bost in the river where the property was, and they would sl:ow it. 
They went to the boat, and 88 the thieves were searching for the pro
perty they called out' Look! they are not searching, they are drink~ng 
water;' upon which they were taken to the dry gro'lUd and beaten wlth 
the oorsh, beyt, and jharoo, all the way back to the tent, where they 
were tied up again inside. The witness ssw the prisoners 42, 43, 4-J., 
47, 48 and 49, best the thieves when they were taken to the kuddum 
gatch. 'The prisoner 37 went with them. The witness 8&'1'1' the thieves 
taken in separate doolies from Purranpore to AllaJ, and from Aiisl to 
Gujol. They belonged to the Nizamut as well 88 the bearers. 1.'he 
witness describes the bodies of the men as being quite raw nnd ooloured 
from the beating and the fingers without any skin on The eyes only 
escaped. The prisoner 41 as well 88 37 gave orders for the besting. 
The witness was also cross-examined at great lengHl . 

.. 19. Hingoo Khan, buttah bnrdsh in the service' of His High
ness, witness 7 on the calendar, saw Muddee and Hingoo bound one 
evening at Purranpore, between 7 and 8 p.m. Prisoner 49 tied their 
hands behind them very tight, and on their calling out, prisoner 41 
told them to tie them looser. A camel· driver took Muddee away on a 
camel to Nowgurriah, and brought him back to Purranpore the next 
morning on an elephant. Saw the prisoners 47, 48, and Bnrrs Sahib 
with the prisoners 38 and 42, following behind, take Hingoo and 
Muddee to the factory, where he believtlS they were beaten. Heard 
cries one night, either from Hingoo or Muddee, of • Dohay Darogah 
Sahib! Dohay Darogsh Sahib!' From Purranpore to Allal, Mllddee 
was sitting in a gsree belonging to the Nizamut; his body was 
covered, but he 8&'1'1' his foot, which was exp~: it '1'1'88 swollen. 
The prisoners 47, 49, and Bnrra Sahib were on the elephant with 
Muddee, when he retllrned from Nowgurriah. States his belief that 
the thieves died from the besting. The treat·ment of the thieves was 
spoken of in the camp, bazaar, roads, and everywhere. Saw clothes 
in the hands of Bnrrs Sahib for the bodies of the men. 

u 20. George Shapoott, coachman to His Highness's service, witness 
20 on the calendar, was eye-witness to the treatment of Muddee by 
the prisoner 46 at Nowgurrish. He states that Muddee was brought 
there on a camel by the prisoner 46, a camel-driver. to enable him to 
point out the ghareewan to whom he aaid he had given the property. 
He pointed out J unghee gareewan, who was abollt. to be tied np, when 
the witness interfered in hi. behalf, and he was released. But M uddee, 
in his presence, for 15 minutes, '1'1'89 unmercifully besten by the 
prisoner 46. He did not see Muddee again till he 8&'1'1' him and Hin-
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as being two or three rossces distant from the tentS'. On being ques
tioned by Mr. Montriou he stated that Kangali went with him, and 
they both washed the body. 

"29. Bhozwan Ghose, witness 29 on the calendar, applied oin'ment 
upon the arms and feet of the two thieves at. AUal. Prisoner 48 told 
him it was ordered by prisoner 41 and prisoner 39. They were 
under a tent pal near the tent of the p,:isoner 41. There were long 
Bears upon the feet, hands, and arms 1'he back was swollen, but 
he did not see marks. Saw marks of beating, and suspects there 
were marks of burning. Marks of beating, are long; and of burn
ing, rOlmd Saw round marks upon the shoulders. The wounds 
did not heal from the applicatious. 'fhe man died. The applica
tions, or poultices, were made of atta (meal), milk, and ghee. Gave 
them for five days at Allal. The thieves were in a tent put near the 
Meahs' tent. Prisoner 48 first called him. Prisoner 41 gave him 
oders to put the poultices on. Used to apply them every morning 
at 6 a.m. Witness arrived at Gujol after the camp at nine that 
night. Heard next morning the thieves were dead. On a question 
being put by Mr. Montriou, the witness stated that he thinks the 
men must have died from beating. Heard they had been beaten, 
beeause a box had been stolen; but judges they died from beating 
from the wounds he saw. The wounds, when he last saw the men, 
were better, but the men died • 

"30. Khasinath Roy and Ahaloolla, two witnesess, proved the con
fession of prisoner 49, taken before the magistrate." 

This closed for the prosecution. 
"31. Mr Clarke put in a written defence for his client's prisoners 

No. 37,38,40,43: and 44, and Mr. Montriou the same for his clients, 
prisoners No. 39, 41, 42, 45, and 47. Prisoners No. 46, 48, 49, de
fended themselves. 

"32. Out of thirty-eight witnesses for the defence named by the 
prisoners in the Magistrate's Court, Mr Montriou only called four, 
and the prisoner 46 called three. Fresh witnesses to character only 
were called by both the co'msel in behalf of their respective claims; 
and their testimony, though not exculpatory with reference to the facts 
proved in evidence was very favourable to them. 

"33. The following are the witnesses ~alled on behalf of the pri
soners Nos. 42 and ,16:-

.• 34. Kahoolan, witness 92 of- the calendar, a mallee in the Nawab 
Begum's service, went with prisoner No 42 to the camp on an 
eri'and from the Begum at Purranpore. Lived under any t.ree .they 
could find. Left the camp at Purranpore Were at Purranpore a 
night and a day. Arrived the same day His Highness arrived 
there. 

"35. Hossain Bur, witness No. 91 on the calendar, in the Na)Vab 
Begum's service, went with prisoner No. 42 and Hawo and Kahoolan to 
His Highness's camp. They left it at Pnrranpore. Prisoner 42 used 
to remain,sometimes with witness sometimes with His Highness. 
Remained with him under a tree at Hyathpore. Prisoner 42 liv~ 
two days in His Highness's tent. 

" 36. Mehengoo :,ihaik, witness 98 on the calendar, camel-driver m. 
the service of His Highness, was with the prisoner No. 46 in:.tM 
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ing he saw p;isoner 46 take Mnddee with his arIDs and legs, bound 
on a camel, to the facto.." at ROgonauthpore. One dllY, at Purran
pore, went to the tent of the prisoner 49, where &II the Meahs lived 
There was only BIIrI'& Sahib there; Muddee had told him that he had 
given the property to. the f&keers. BuI'I'& Sahib sent for them all, and 
by his directions they best l\Iuddee. flaw on his body blows ofrnnchus 

.. and eOlus. On the fifth day proceedeJ to All&l; remained there two 
uays; aud on the 4th reached Gujol The ned morning went to the 
Mesh's tent; saw lIIuddee sitting there, and his father Etwsrree; and 
beard Muddee say to his father, • My body is burning; give me some 
medicine to cool it.' He also called out.' ~Ie&h S&b.ib! give me 
some medicine to cool my body! Khan Sahib! give me some medi
cine to cool my body!' The Doctor came, and the Bhatjee, and gave 
the father some medicine for his son, saying it would cool him. About 
4 P.M:. heard that Mnddee was dead. The witness saw Hingoo with 
lIIuddce in a talka-pal, near the tent of prisoner 39. Saw Hingoo on 
the road going to Gujol in a mean&b.. Muddee was on a ruth at the 
time. Both belonged to the Nizamnt. Points out prisoner 46 as 
present in the Me&hs' tent, when the fakeers beat Muddee. Saw on 
the bodies ofHingoo and Muddee marks of the comh and beyt. 

I< 25. Ameer Alie, witness 21 on the c&lendar, employed as a 
Moojrayee in His Highness's service; one day at noon at Purranpore 
saw prisoners 47,46, 49, and Burra Sahib, beat Hingoo and Muddee 
some with a stick and some with their hands. They took them in this 
way to the river, and then brought them back, and took them to the 
Meah's tent. What occurred there he does not know . 

.. 26. Mohammed Ameen, witness 22 on the c&lendar, a eunuch in 
the service of His Highness, states that one day at Purranpore he 
went shooting with His Highness; and returned with him. A man 
came and gave information that the bOl[ of prisoner 41 was lost: On 
this His Highness went to his tent, and prisoner 37 to his. Witnesss 
heard the thieves were caught, and went to see them in the Meahs' 
tent. He saw Hingoo tied, and another, whose name he does not 
know, but his father's name is Etwarree, sitting near him. ~urra 
Sahib and. prisoner 47 were beating them with a stick or beyt-cannot 
Bay which, and threatening them; Hingoo Was saying, • You are 
beating me unjustly, let me go' Witness went and told prisoner 87. 
He sent Amanut Hurkarn to Urzbeggy (priBOner 89), to inquire who 
was beating them, and to let them go. Witness saw. nothing more 
that day. He remained in the tent of prisoner 37. The next morning 
early some one came-Ramjebun or some one-and said they were 
still beating the thieves and had not let them go. Prisoner l\7 sent 
Ramjan Assarburdar, and desired him to go and see. if the thieves 
were still there, and if so, to let them go. This witness, in' reply to a 
question by the Court, stated that when he went to the Meah's tent 
to see the thieves, he saw there prisoners 39 and 48, and that some of 
the Meahe were inside and some outside the tent. He could only 
remember the prisoners 39 and 46. He did not go inside the tent. 
He saw the thieves in the verandah· of the Meahs' tent. Hingoo's 
)'nnus were tied to one of the tent.pins. He did not mention to pri
soner 37 that prisoner 39 W&8 in the tent when he RaW the beating. 
pl'isoner 89 knew that he 10&8 thero. RlUl'\ian went to the Meahs' tent I 
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but witness does not know what' information he gave on his return 
to prisoner 37. He'does not know if the thieves were released accord· 
ing to his orders. They died seven or eight days after at Gujol. Wit
ness gets 116 rupees per mensem from His Highness for different 
offices. On being questioned by the Counsel for the prosecutor he 
stated, that the camp went from Purranpore to Allal and from Allal 
to Gujol. .rhere were three tents in the camp, one belonging to His 
Highness, one to prisoner 37, and one to the Meahs. Witness lived in 
the tent of prisoner 37. In the ~Ieahs' tent there were the prisoners 
39, 41, 38, 47, 40, 44, 45, 43, 42, and Burra Sahib, and servants. 
His Highness's tent is always piwhed in the ceutre, that of the pri
soner 37 on one side, and that of the Meahs' on the other. There 
was a kanat between His Highness's and the Meahs' tent; the distance 
between the two tents about 100 haths; the distance between His 
Highness's aud the tent of prisoner 37 about 80 or 90 haths. The 
two men died in the pal near the Meahs' tent Witness saw the pal. 
It was two 01' four baths from the Meahs' tent. The pals were in 
charge of the darogah of the Famshkhllnah. Witness is the darogah 
of the Farashkhanah. No one came to him for the pal for the two 
thieves. Etwarree used to live in that pal, and the two men were 
brought there, and died there. Etwaree Khawas and other Khawasses 
occupied the pal. Generally the pal these men occupied was placed 
two or more beths from the Meahs' tent, more or less, according to 
the nature of the ground. The pa.! was standing near where he first 
saw the men beaten. On being cross-examined by Mr. Montriou, the 
witness stated that prisoner 39 used always to dine with His Highness, 
and prisoner 47 occasionally. Excepting prisoner 45 and prisoner 47, 
whose hand was broken, all the Meahs dined every evening with His 
Highne .... 
, "27. Kangalu Sheikh Bhistee, in' the service of His Highness, 

witness No 27 on the calendar at Purranpore, one day saw one of the 
thieves-does not know his name-brought there on a camel. Went 
from PUl'ranpore to Alia.!, and from Allal to GIQol, where the thief 
died. "The hurkaru told him to bring some water, and come along 
with him. Went and washed the body of the thief before it was 
buried. Describes the injuries npon it. The skin was off all over, 
from the back and different parts The wounds appeared to have been 
caused by beating. It was about 3 pm He was buried in a bamboo 
jungle, near a tank. He was baried immediately after the washing .. 
The grave was dug before witness came there. He was called by the 
hurkal'u about 3 p.m. . 

"28. Shaik Shekardee, witness 28 on the calendar, went with His 
Highness's camp from Purranpore to AlIal, and from Allal to Gujol. 
After Hingoo's death, a hurkaru called witness, and he went with 
water to where the body was, near a grave. Saw marks of beating all 
over the body, arms, legs, &c., long marks. Did not notice whether 
'there were injuries about the feet. Did not observe whether there 
were marks of burning. Washed the body and came away. The 
grave was ready when he arrived there. Did not know Hingoo. Does 
not know the Hurkara's name. He was a servant of the Nizamut. 
Witness is also. Knew the Hurkara was a Nizamut servant by his 
stick ana chauprass. Did not know him before. Points out the grave 
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j~urney; was with him when he went from Pll.rranpore to Nowgur
na.h, and when he returned; did not beat anyone before him, or 
quarrel with anyone . 

.. fl,.oBs-examined by Mr. Trevor. Went from Nowgurriah to Pur
ranpore with prisoner 46 on a camt'!o There were four persons. Ba
kur and himself went on one camel, and prisoner No 46 with Bome
body else-does not know who-on another camel; Does not know 
whether he WILS in the service or not. Went to bring Ashab by the 
order of prisoner 87. The prisoner 46 made the man who WILS with 
him over to Jeehun LoJ; never asked the prisoner 46 who the man 
was or anything about him. Nowgurriah is five coss from Purranpore. 
The man returned with them. Never asked about him . 

.. By ·the Cou,.t. The prisoner 87 sent the camels for t.he 
Ashab . 

.. Mookoo Shootisban, witness 99 on the calendar, examined by the 
prisoner 46. The prisoner 46 went with the camp. Was with him 
when he went from Purranpore to Nowgurriah, and when he returned, 
made no disturbance on the way. Afterwards went to Raj Mohal. 
For five years never saw him quarrel with anybody. CroBB·examined 
by M,.. Trevo,.. Witness went on foot to Nowgurriah. There were 
two camels, and four persons on them,-on one prisoner 46, and the 
man who had been caught-does not know his name;. and on the 
other Mehengoo and Bakur. The mlln who had been caught waa 
givt'n over to Jeehun Lal Bahoo . 

.. By the Court. A box had been stolen, and he '11'88, therefore, 
ta~en at night to Nowgurriah to point out the property. He was 
taken by order of the prisoner 37. On his return he was taken to the 
Mcahs' tent. The witness states he 88W nobody beat the man at Now
gurriah, and saw no marks of beating. 

Cro8s-examined by M,.. Clarke. They were all close to the tent 
with the camels; heard prisoner 87 give orders to take Muddee and 
the order for the camels. Witne88 stood by the the Meah.' tent, and' 
the prisoner 46 and the other driver went to the tent of prisoner . 

.. 87. Did not hear the order. They all told him prisoner 87 had 
given the order. Doe. not remember who first told him, or who 
scoondly, or who thirdly t<>ld him. A. hurkara came fir.t and con
veyed the orders. They did not believe him, and went to make sure. 
Left; Purranpore at eleven at nigllt, and about 8 a m. reached Now
gurriah. It was morning ,.hen t.hey retun,ed . 

•• 88. Bakir Ali, witness 100 in the caJendur, exu.mined by prisoner 
46~ Is a Nizamut camel-driver! ..... wit.h prisoner 46 in the camp; 
went with him from Purranpore to No,,·gurriah. Did not see him op
press anyone in the -T' Went from Purranpore to Raj Mebsl, and 
then to MaJdah. Con.ldere prisoner a good man. 

U Mr. Monmou declined to put any question to the wilnels, on tile 
ground that nothing said by any of the witnessca for prisoner 46 could 
aft'ect his own clients . 

.. Ezamined by the Court. Prisoner 46 and a man he does not 
know went upon one camel. H~ (witness) and Mehengoo went 
upon another. Left; Purranpore at ten or eleven at night. Went 
with a letter. The letter waa from Burra Sahib to Jeehun La!. Nut 
morning they returned about 8 or 9 A.M. to Purranpore. On t.he way. 
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one quarter coss from Purranpore, they met Barra Sahib on an 
elephant, and gave up the man to him • 

.. Examinea b!l the Mohir. The camels left Purranpore by the 
orders of prisoner 37. They went first to his tent, and he gave the 
order to take the letter and the camels to Nowgurriah. He said 
• Whatever Burra ~ahib orders, let that be done.' On their return 
they had no communication with prisoner 37. Jeehul Lal gave no 
reply, but only ordered the men to be taken back. Burra Sahib gave 
the letter and the man for them to take to J eehun Lal • 

.. Cross-examinea bg Mr. Clarke. Three of them went to the tent 
of the prisoner 37. The two camels were left near the ~I eahs' tent. 
Witness, Mehengoo, and prisoner 46, went and stood at the door of 
the tent. Prisouer 37 was in the tent; his bed was near the door. 
l)id not see anybody else there; the servants may ha.ve been. It was 
night. They were all three together. D.oes not kn.ow who spoke 
first. The hurka.ra called thtlm. They asked ...m.a. orders he had to 
give. Prisoner 37 sa.id that Burra Sa.hib would give the letters., Can
not sa.y if prisoner 37 wa.s lying or sitting: only hea.rd him speak, and 
knew he wa.s there. The other two were Nizamut camel-drivers Can 
swear they went for orders. Cannot remember who spoke first. The 
Imrkara ordered them to take the two camels to the tent of the pri
soner 37. They took the two camels and left them at the lleah.' 
tent, and went for orders to the tent of the pr.isoner 37. They were 
serva.nts; there was no Jemadar, !l.nd they went for orders. They 
went to the tent of the prisoner.37, beca.uae all orders were' given by 
him; they did not, therefore, go to the Mea.hs' tent. Yes, swears fie). 
all that he has stated. Does not remember wha.t they sa.id to prisoner 
37. Remembers his orders. It wa.s • Go to the Burra Sa.hib, and do 
what he directs.' Prisoner 37 did not say anything about ~uddee. 
Burra Sa.hib only pointed out the man. Did not speak a.bout Muddee~ 
Told them to take this man and the letter to Nowgurriah. Tllla. 
witness a.dds that he never. sa.w Muddee. beaten, and did not Bee. 
George Sha.pcott a.t Nowgurriah, nor any ma.rks on Muddee, 

.. 39. The prisoner 46 declined to call a.ny more witnesses • 

.. 40. Having given a.n abstract of the principal pa.rts of the evidence. 
upon the record, it will bl' necessary to examine some of the objectiOnal 
raised by the Counsel for the defence, to the credibility of the testi-
mony adduced in behalf of the prosecution. . 

.. 41. The Counsel for the prisoner 37 and others considers the e.vi
dence of Dhnnnoo as disentitled to credit, because he ha.s stated that 
on the day on which he witnessed the beating at Purranpore, His 
Highness with the Meahs returned from shooting about 1 p.m., aI\d 
that the thieves had been a.rrested· an hour before; wherea.s more 
credible witnesses state that it wa.s His Highness's custom to sta.y out 
till 4, 5, and 6 p.m.; and that on that pa.rticular day he returned a.t 
5 p.m., and the arrest took pla.ce a.bout 9 a..m. . 

.. 42. It is unfortunate for the argument of the learned Counsel that 
the prisoner 37; his client, when examined by Mr. Lock, the Officiating 
magistrate, on the 16th of May, 1953, admitted that he returned frOID 
shootillg on that day about 1 p.m. or 2 p.m. That it was the same day 
on which Dhnnnoo witnessell the beating is clrar, because the prisoner 
37 also adlllitted in tb.at ex.amimltion that on the return from shooting at 
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that time he heard that a small box helongiug to the prisoner 41. darogah 
of the Phul Kbana, was missing. and that two men were arrestell on su.· 
picion. That the prisoners 37 and 47, with their servants, prisoner 411 
and witness No. 1'1 and others, beat them, and tbat he sent tbree or four 
times to prevent the beating; and be distinguisbes tbat day from tbe day 
following by stating further that the nut day they were also beaten b. 
the prisoners 39 and 48, the prisoner 47, Burra Sahib, witness No. 1'1, 
and othera being present in the tent, and tbat he again prevented the 
heating; and when asked wbat persons were acquainted with the.e cir· 
cumstances, he mentions the names of Meab Ameen and prisoners 311 
and 41, 44,42.41'1, and 47, as heing present • 

.. 43. Tbe return of the shooting. party in the middle of the day I. 
also admitted by the prisoner 39 in bis examination bef .. re the M agbtrate 
on the same date, the 16tb May, 1111'13, amI by tbe prisoner 46 in bis de. 
fence, and tbe prisoner 49 in his confession . 

.. 44 •. The Counsel for the prisoner 41 and others, in his written de. 
fence statee that the admissions of the prisonera before the Magistrate 
are not admissihle as evidence in the Sessions Court . 

.. 41'1. The Magistrate took the examination. I)f the prisonera, and put' 
the same into writing, and they formed part of the judicial inquiry. 
Such examinations, wheD reduced into writing, and attested b~ the pri. 
soners and signed by the Magistrate, and placed upon the record, are 
admissible as evidence; that is, such weight wi\l be given to them as tbe 
Court may consider them entitled to with reference to other parts of the 
examination, tbe circumstances of tile case, and the evidence generally. 
This haa been the practice of the Court, aud the Court i. not aware that 
such practice ia opposed to the principlel of English Law or iuconsistent 
with the requiremerata of justice • 

.. 46. A written examination taken in conformity with the regulaLionl, 
which are the Magistrate'l guide, il the best possible evidence of the 
priaonp.r having made a declaration of all that il contained in that exa
mination. If the objection sbould be, that a part of it has heen elicited 
by the question a put by the Magistrate, the objection would 1I0t hold 
good so 10Dg' 118 the Magistrate doea not put the questionl in luch a way 
BI to extract a confession, but for the purpose of elucidating or explain. 
ing what the prisoner may be willing to Itate with reference to the 
charge. It only would hold good wbere the prisoner by such que.tionl 
might be entrapped into making atatementl that would be used against 
him 00 his trial, which, but fur those queltiona, be would not have made. 
It anrely WBI incumbent on the learned Conosel to proTe, in bebalf of 
his clients, that there WBI lome omialion or irregularity in tbe laking of 
tbe examination iu order to prevent it. being used against them, in
atead of limply Blserting that luch evidence wal inadmilsible. 

,. 47. Tbe witness Dhunnoo, .No. I, doel not Itate that the thieves 
were arrested an bour before the return of the party from .houting, but 
that it .... as one hour before their return that he first law them bound 
and heaten. He did not (he atate. in the beginning of hia deposition) 
hear of the theft till twelve at nOOD • 

.. 48. The discrepancy which the CouDlel for the prisoner No. 3i hn 
pointed out hetween what tbe witness Itated at the Sellionl Court and 
before the Magiltrate regarding the threat ueed hy prisoner 37 to the two 
thieves ie capable of being explained. It would seem from his anlwer, 
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when questioned, that hia state.nents before th"e Magistrate were trUl', 
only that the "'urds 'If you do not give the" property' were omitted, 
meaning that the prisoner 37 asked for tbe order and gave it. " 

.. 49. The PVldence of lIingllll Khan, butta burdar. Tbe points 
whicb tbe Coun.el for the pri.oller U has laid stress on as rendering his 
e,"idence tota\ly inadmissible, hecause he considers it iuconsisteut with 
all other testimony to the ~ame circumstances, viz, tllat part of his 
e,"idence in t be Sessions Court, III which he states tbat Muddee was 
brought back I'rom Nowgllrriah on an elephant, and not on a camel, and 
that part of his evidence before the Magistrate, in wbich he state. tbat 
Hurra Sah;b and prisoner 47 were seated on the samd elellhant. ale 
points which, b.ing incidentally confirmed by the defence of the pri.oner 
46, and other evidence on the record, would dispose the Court to give 
that evidence grpater credit • 

.. 50. With reference to the evidence of Hingun Khan, butta burdar, 
the points which the Counsel for the prisoner 41 has laid stress on as 
rendering his evidence totally inadmissible. because be considers it in
consistent with all other testimony to tbe same circumstance, viz., that 
part of his evidence in tbe Sessions Conrt in which be states that If uddee 

, was brought bdck from Nowgurriah on an el'pll,.nt, and not on a camel, 
and that part of his evidence hefore the Magistrate in wbich he states 
tbat Burra Sahib and prisoner were seated on the, same dryll,."t, are 
points which, being incidentally confirmed by the defence of the prisouer 
4 II and ot her evidence on the record, would dispose the Court to give 
that evidence greater credit. • 

.. 51. With regard to the ohjections urged by the Connsel for the 
prisoner 37 to the statement of Hossainee Stleikh, No.5, there is no 
doubt that he was l'u.on,.lIy interested; hut the personal interest he 
must have felt ill the proceedings and the result of the trial can form no 
legal ground for the rejection of any part of his testimony that can be 
borne out hi ",ller evidence. He was put upon his defence at lint by 
the Magistrate; and after his examination was taken he was made 
Queeo's evidence. He distinctly states Burra Sahih and prisoner 47 ar
rested M uddte because he had once come to the Meahs' tent, and tltey 
8uspected him of the theft. He states that his master, prisoner 41, was 
present; and though he did not heat he threatened". This is not an en
tire exculpation of his ",aster. There is no contradictioo of hi! llvidence 
by Dhullooo to render it unworthy of credit. All he has atated relative 
to the beating, aod what he stated r~garding tbe brandy, may appear in
consistent with the evidence of other witnesses, because they have not 
stated the ....... ; hut their not having stated what be states is 110 proof 
that he may not have seen what he related. There is a difference iu the 
statements of the witness~.s regarding the conveyances in which Muddee 
aod Hmgoo were taken from one place to another; but it may be ac
counted for by tbe presumption that they saw them at different tiDies, 
since It is shown that they were carried first from Purraopore to AlIal, 
and then one of them from Allal to Purranpore aod back again, and then 
1I0th of tbem frolO Allal tl) Gujol, and also by the lenglll of time that 
has elapsed since these occurrences. Hossainee Sheikh deposes that 
they were taken sometimes in one conveyance and sometimes in another • 

.. 52. RuhlO Khan, witness No.9, has spoken of the tbeft as happen
ing at 6 a.w. This was upon cross-examination by :!oJr. Clarke. He 
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app.ears to bave associJted it with the fact that IIis IIighness an.1 his 
party had gone shooting wh ... he heard of tho tbeft; and it is I'ossihle, 
from this association in his mind, that he had miscalculate.1 the time. 
Tbe other discrepancies are not sufficient to affect the credibility of bis 
general testimony. . 

"53. Both tbe learned Counsel for the ·defence consider George 
Shapcott's evidence as entitled to the full .. t cr.dit. His evidence 
convicts only the prisoner 47 (camel-driver), who maltreated Muddee 
at Nowgurriab. . 

•• 54. Tbe same meed of praise for truthfuln ... of testimony is 
liberally given by both tbe Counsel to Mahomed Ameen, witness 22. 
His evidence convicts the prisoner 47 and Burra Sahib of beating 
Muddee and Hingoo at tbe Meaha' tent" and prisoners ·39 and 48 of 
being present. He slates that .0,l1e· of the Meahs were inside the tent 
and some out. Tbese two witnesses have, the Court bas no duubt, 
spoken the truth in a. far as they have deposed: but their .iknce 
regarding transactions tu which other witnesses have sworn is no prooC 
tbat these transactions did not take place • 

.. 55. The prisoner 49 confessed before the Magistrate, and it has 
been proved by the attesting witnesses that the confession was Imlunta,"!!, 
alld tbat no undue influence was exercised over the prisoner • 
. . .. 56, Tbe confession is to the Collo",ing effect: • I did nol murder 
Hingoo and Muddee. Last Falgoon I rode on aD elephant, and went 
with His Highness on his expedition. I am in hi. senice. On arriving 
at Purranpoor I heard one day tbat a tbeft had taken place in the tent oC 
prisoner 41, and that the thieves were arrested and were being beaten. 
On bearing this I went to the tent to see the thieves, and saw Burra 
Sahib, prisoner 47, Hossainee,'Witness G, and Joomon beating Hingoo 
and Muddee in the tent of tbe prisoner No. 41. Some were beating 
with a rattan and some with a corah, and the two thieves were crying 
and call1ng out for His Highness's and the Company" help," Duhaee 
Nawab Sabib,"-u Dohaee Company I" Seeing this I returned to my 
elephant. On 'hat day His Highness eame back Crom his hunting ex
cursion at 7100#, and in the absence of the Peadahs I went and placed a 
ladder against the elephant, by wbich His Highness descended and went 
to his tent. Prisoner No. 37 and the other Meahs, whose names I do 

. not know, but I can point them out if I saw them, asked wbere the 
thieves' were. and Hossainee Khavas said they were in the tent. Tben 
all tbe Meah., includmg prisoner 37, went to the tent and beg-an to 
beat the two thieves, and they tried to run away in consequence of 
the torture I but prisoner 47 and Burra Sahib, abusing me, called out 
to me to go and catch· them, and I caught tbem. They ordered me 
afterwards to tie them, but I reCused, as I have children (hal hutcha), 
on whicb they threatened to beat me if I did not tie them up. I was 
therefore obliged [rom fear to tie both Hingoo" bands with a tent rope, 
and then ran .way. Wbat happened afterward. I do not know. I went 
with the advance tents, and do not Know if they were lobsequently 
beaten. On reaching Gujol I heard the two thieves were dead. I saw 
the corpse oC Muddee when he WSI buried, but not tbat oC Hingoo. 
There were woonds upon Muddee'. body. In BOrne placea tbe akin was 
torn oft', and in BOrne there were bruise.. Some IBid they died of beat. 
ing, Borne of cholera-tbe doctor know.. I only law them on the day 
they were beaten and the day they died.' 
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"57. This confession, of course, is only' evidence agai~st the prisoner 
himself. and not against the other prisoners. The wAole of this confes
sion must be considered, although all the parts of it may not be entitled 
to rg"al credit. The same rule applies to this 'confession as to the ad· 
mission in the examination of the prisoner 37. to which the Court has 
adverted. The ",Aole must be considered, and if there is any port in 
favour of the prisoner, which is not disproved by tbe evidence for the 
prosecution, and is not improhable in itself, it sbould be weighed and' 
judged of by all the circumstances of the case The reason of such a 
course, both as a maxim in law and as a practice in Court, is ohvious. 
because it is most probable that what a prisoner admits may be true, as 
he could have no motive to criminate himself, but it is still left to tbe 
Court to weigh the ","ule with all the circumstances of the case as they 
appear in evidence. 

" 58. The law officer, after a very prolonged and patient trial. dnring 
wbich the prisoners at the bar have had the benefits, most of them, ot' 
the service" of able COllnsel from Calcutta to cond~ct their defence. has 
given his Futwah, which convicts by Tazeer, prisoners 38, 39. 42, 43, 
44, 47, 48, 49, and 46, of aggravated, culpable homicide as priucipals; 
prisoners 40, 41, and 45 of privity (41 heing besides the ow ..... of tbe 
property, and on violent presumption the indigator of the above crimes), 
and Aman Ali Khan, No. 37; of instigating and giving orders. and beat
ing on violent presumption, and of privity to the above crimes on fnll 
proof, 

"59. I have maturely weighed the whole of the evidence for and 
against the prisoner, taking into consideration such discrepancies as in 
my mind affected the credibility of any part of the evidence. and adopt
ing only as the grounds for my judgment such parts as ,I considered 
trustworthy, and on which safe reliance could be placed • 

.. 60. 1 will briedy touch npon one or two points as they have pre· 
sented themselves successively to my consideration. 

"lit. Whether the two' men. Hingoo and Muddee, actually died 
about the time they are said to have died in His Highness's camp? 

" On this point there can be no doubt upon the evidence • 
.. 61. 2nd. Whether they died a natural death or by accident, or 

whether it was the result of an unlawful act, deliberately committed by 
others ? 

.. 62. It was given out that these men died of the cholera, but tbere 
is not, the shadow of a proof to support the romour. On the contrary, 
there is Bufficient evidence to show that they had previous to their death 
been repeatedly. and, as one of the witnesses expressed himself. unmerci
fully. beaten. It was a continuous beating, a protracted, cruel torture, 
at different times and in different places, making it difficult after BO long 
a lapse of time for the witnesses to the cruel acts to depose with minute 
eX!lCtness to all the circumstances attending each separate transaction. 
I lay aside allgen.ral presumptions in a case of so serious a nature. 
From the evidence. however, a violent presumption arises, that when the 
beating had told upon these poor wretches, when their skins had been 
taken off them, as ODe witness said. and their desh was, as another 
described it, rat", like raw bu.f, and sores covered their bodies, that 
'A ... , and not till then. the cruel torturing ceased. and native doctors 
were sent for to give their aid in the 1a,st extremity. A veil has been 
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thrown over the last scenes of the painful tragedy, but enough of evi
dencl' has been protluced. amounting to legal presumption, to """~ CalU,," 

alld '.if'ct, and, in the ahsence of any proof whalever to the contrary, to 
.how thllt the men died from the maltreatment they received, and that 
their bodies were buried not far from His Highness'_ camp at Gujol. 
The learned Counsel for the prisoner" I has ref.rred til the rule of that 
great and merciful judge. Sir M. Hale, against the conviction of murder, 
wbere tbe hody. as the best proof of the c'Jrp'" d,/icli, is nol fortb
coming. Tbis is of imperati.e force in cases wbere th" eyidence is cir
cumslantial, and tbere is tbe sligblest doubt of tbe dealh of the party. 
In this case the evidence is principally that of eye-witnfsses, and the 
death of t~e part ies has Dever bf.en denied hy I he prisone s. . 

"63. The nrxt point t., consider is, whetber these unlawful acts, 
this continuous and cru.1 maltreatment. terminating so fatally. constitute 
the crime of murder, or culpable homicide, or any' other crime of less 

"degrte • 
.. 6-1. The En~lish Law has laid dOWD generally a clear-distinction 

between the crime of murder and that .,f manslaughter. Ally unla .. ful 
act wbich depri .. s another of life, in tbe commi&:lioD of wbich there i. 
110 .na/ic. expressed or implied. i8 manslaughter. But wbat is this 
malice. and in "Ioat manner il it to be ascertained r Blackstone, w,lh 
hia nsual clearness and penetration, attempts to define it. lie states, 
that the malice DeCeSSary to constitute the crime of murder i. not con
fined to an intentio .. to take away the life of another, but that an intent 
to do an ullla\\ ful act, whicb may I"obably end in depriving anoLber of 
life, i. i .. cluded ira it; tbat the malice prepense essential to murder il not 
so p,operly R,a1evoleot to the individual al evil design generally arising 
frum a bad beart, wbicb may be expreued or implied 

.. 65. So that if a man, nut ha.ing in his beart a positive purpnse to 
take life, should entertain a purl'oee to du another lome nry grievous 
bodily injury, and carry out that purpose, and in the prosecution of it 
deatb ensue, although the death lDay ensue '".ilk tbe original intention, 
tbe act would be murder. 

" 66. There might therefore be, in the painful case before tbe Coort, 
some grounds on the general princil,les of tbe Jaw, which would role 
sucb eases for considering the ctime one of murder; but after giving 
tbis point the deepest aLtention, 1 am constrained. witb refertnce to all 
the fdcts of the case as elicited by the l!vidence, to regard it as culjJable 
homicide under very aggravated circumstance&. 1 am borne out in this 
view by the Kasi Alahomed, v,z , B)"jonantb and otben, decided by tbe 
Court of Nizamut Adawlut on the 29tb Marcb, 1825. A ca.e of excea
sive cruel and savage torture. for the purl'ose of compelling a confeslion 
of theft and production of property, .. h cb ended in the death of the 
person abused. The Law Officer of tbe Circuit Court acquitted tbe pri
soners, while the Judge conticted them of wilfu/ ... urd.r. Tbe Jwlgel 
of the Cuurt" of Nizamut Adawlut, C. Smitb. H. Shakespeare, and W. 
B. Martin, convicted tbe pri.ohen of culpable boruicide with aggravating 
circumstancf" • 

• , 67. Mr. Clark~ ohsone. that every concomitant by which mllrdera 
are characterised has been reva .... ed in tb;' eale; tbat suddenne .. , loli
tude, and secrecy are the distinguishing marks of the wont murden : 
bUI tbis was the most prolonged, the mosl public, and tbe ellbieat of de-
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tection; and ~Ir. MOIltriou takes the S8me view, and from the .penn ... 
of tbe aCls doubts the possibility of tbeir commission, 

.. 68. The pllblicity of the acts; that is, of sucb acts as were COlli

mitted oul.i,le of the Meahs' tent, is no ground for discrediting the 
joint testimony of 60 many witnesses, thougb to some extent it may be 
ground for believing that hose wbo committ.d tbem did not in the 
comnlission of tbem inlet.d to ta~e Iile. but to go to the extremest 
lengtb .hort of taking 'it. '\ he pub/wilV may he attributed to the pre_ 
.umplion ullder which the prisConen appear to have acted, that ns menl
bers of His Highness's househuld they had "il"i .. bis camp the pOl'I(l'r to 
appreheud and punish for theft, and to the gralification which some uf 
them, peculiarly circum.tdllced as they are, might naturally feel ill 
openly displaying thaI power, and 10 the hape tbat in tbe event anything 
untoward happening the regis of the Nizalllut might be extended over 
them to shelter them • 

.. 69. The mnthe of the crime is clear. It was the discoverv of the 
stolen prope;·ty. an.! the men were maltreated, to the d'eath on ihe sus
picion that they were the tbieves, and with the view of making the III 
confess. The ,.ract time when each separate act was commitled is not 
so important in a case like this, where the crime has conlinuance; Ilor 
is it so necessary, where so ma .. y were concerned at different times, to 
specify distinctly the .",act .hflre which each look in each different tran
saction, or to particularize distinctly the .",a.'t instrllment whit h was 
used by each in the heating It is not necessary to prove hy whom the 
fatal blnw was given; aU "'bo were present aiding and abetting the acts 
would he principals; aU who were present and assisting at the beating 
WQuid he guilty of tbe death of the parties, though they themselves did 
not heat providing ".alh ensued from the beating, 

.. 70. I disagree with Ihe Fntwa in tbe conviction of the prisoners on 
the different counts. I would convict the prisoners Nos, 39, 46,47,48, 
and 49, as principals in the culpahle hoolicide of Muddee and Hingoo, 
attended with very aggravated circumstances, and with reference to the 
precedent of Byjnauth and others already alluded to; I would recom
mend them to be sentenced to 14 years' imprisonment, with hard lahour 
in irons, in hanishment; andlhe prisoners Nos. 40, 42, 43, 44, as 
aiding and ahetting in the aforesaid crime, to 10 years' imprisonment, 
with labour in irons; and the prisoners 41, 45, on the same' COUllt, but 
as less culpable, and with reference to their previou5 good and inoffen
sive character, ·to 6 .years' imprisonment, with labour without irons; 
and prisoner No. 38, ag8J\1st. whom only one witness, Hossainee, de
poses as to heating, another, Jinghno Khan, deposing only to his follow
ing the party who took the deceased to the Factory, as privy to the 
crime, to 3 years' imprisonment with labour; commutable to a fine of 
100 rupees. 

II 71. With regard to prisoner No. 37, I must say I am not satisfied 
with that part of it which would implicate him as the instigntor, which 
he would he if it was satisfactorily proved that· he gave orders for the 
two men to he heaten. It is true tha~ a number of presumptions may 
by their accumulation become important, and 'ithas been held a good 
maxim in weighing evidence. • PUSH,,,t divers" genera ita conjungi ut 
tU~ ,i,Jgula 7&01. "oetreR/, t4 unilltrla lanquam lJrande rtum opprimant.' 
There is a presumption that the witnesses spoke the truth in what they 



188 

stated regarding the orders the prisoner S7 gave, when Muddee at night 
was taken on a camel by the prisoner No. 4G, with a letter from the 
Burra Sahib, to Nowgurriah. His directions may have extended to the 
conveying of Muddee under surveillance to Nowgurriah, for the purpose 
of discovering the property which he was accused of having stolen: tbis 
doe. not amount to legal presumption. The statements of the witnesses 
regarding their having heard him give the orders for heating, from the 
manner in which their evidences are given, are not sufficient for con- . 
viction. Tbe Council for No. 37 has called the attention of the Qourt 
to tbe number of enemies who are likely to. have plotted against his 
client. The accumulative presumption. arising from the whole of the 
evidence, affords full legal proof of bis being an accessory after the fact, 
botb in harbouring the principals and iu concealing the crime, and I 
would recommend him to be sentenced to one year's imprisonment, with 
labour. 

(Signed) J. D. MONEY. 

The 22nd September, 1853. 
Sessions Judge. 

Moorshedabad. 

JUDGMENT OJ!' THE SUPDE& NIZAMUT. 

P,.esent M&. MILLS and M&. RAIKES • 

.. This case is referred for tbe orders of the Conrt on two grounds; 
firstly, because the Sessions Judge disagrees with the (utwa of the law 
officer in regard to the degree of criminality of some of the prisoners: 
and secondly, because he is of opinion that the principal prisoner. are 
deserving !If a higher punishment than it is within hiB competence to 
award • 

.. It would appear that tbe Nawab Nazim of Bengal, attended by a 
large retinDjl'j went towards the end of Marcb last on a shooting expedi. 
'ion in tbe Maldah district, and that on the morning of the Slot lIIarch, 
while he was out sporting, a box containing money and Bome valuableB 
was missed from the tent of the Meahs, which at tbe time was occupied 
by tbe prisoners, No. 38, 39,40,41,43, 44, 45, and 47. Tbe box be· 
longed to the prisoner No. 41, and was in charge of the approver 
Hossainee. It would further appear that a lad, by name M uddee, wa. 
arrested on Some vague suspicion; tbat be was Beverely beaten, as a 
means to induce him. to deliver up the stolen property; that he incul· 
pated Hingoo, who was subjected to limilar iIl.usage; that this ill. 
neatment was continued for several day. in succeslion; and that it 
caused the death o( M uddee on the Stb, and that of Hingoo on the 6th 
of April. The above is a brief outline of the facts of the Cllse, which are 
estsblished by general evidence, and are admitted by the Counsel who 
represented the prisonerl S7, 38, and 40 before the COllrt. The Session. 
Judge has convicted tbe prisoners 39,46,47,48, and 49, I. principals; 
No. 40, 41. 42, 43, 44 and 45, as aiders and abetton; 33 a. privy to the 
crime; and 37 a8 accessory after the fact. . 

.. As the crime W88 (or some time concealed lrom the authorities, no 
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inquest was 'held, B~d no medical evidence is forthcoming as to the state 
of the bodies after death; but the evidence of Mr. Shapcott, the two 
bheestees who washed the bodies, and the apprentice who applied 
remedies before death, as to their condition a short time before and 
immediately after death, fully justifies the Court in the belief, or violent 
presumption, that the deaths of the deceased were in consequence of the 
cruel maltreatment they had received. The question for the determina
tion of the Court, therefore, is, whether the accused parties before tbe 
C0l\.rt took any, and what part, in this ill-treatment, or are in any way 
connected with the crimes charged against them. ' 
I .. Mr. Clarke and Mr. Waller, for the prisoners. having strongly 
pointed the consideration of the- Court to the worthlessness of the evi
dence in general, urging that the charge against their clients originated 
in a foul conspiracy, got up by plotters in the palace to criminate and 
rnin the prisoner No. 37, who is the favourite of the Nawab Nazim, anJ 
the head man of his bousehold. 

"The notoriety of .the events which form the grounds of this case 
must have made them known to so many who were present with the 
Nawab's camp, that we are not surprised to find that a large number of 
witnesses was, in. the first instance, brought forward to tender evi
dence against any accused party; but of these the Government Pro
secutor selected twenty; and in consequence of contradictions and 
discrepancies in the depositions of five of these witnesses before the 

'Sessions Court, he !:ejected their testimony as unworthy. of eredit. 
The testimony of .the remaining witnesses on which the leading 
points of the case must; rest, and on which the Sessions Judge has 
based his verdict against the prisoners, has, under the above eircum
stances, been na\'l'Qwly scrutinized as regards ite truth, and carefully 
weighed with reference to its respectability, its general consistency, 
and the probabilities suggested to our minde in considering all the 
circumstances of the case. Before coming into Court we had atten
tively considered the evidence, the written defence put in by Counsel 
at the SessiOns Court, and the remarks of the Sessions Judge in re
futation of the objections raised therein to the credibility of the testi
mony of each witness, and had come to the c.nelusion that the state
ments of Hossainee Sheikh, the approver, Dhunoo Khan, Raheem Ali, 
and Hingun, were open to grave suspicion. This suspicion the argu
ments of the Counsel for the prose~ution have failed to diminish. 

'~ The Counsel for the defence have strongly animadverted upon th& 
testimony of the above-named witnesses in particular. They have 
directed attention to their want of respectability, the circumsta.nce 
under which· they came forward to give their evidence, the general 
improbabilities and contradictions involved in the statements, and the 
difficulty of believing that they were ever allowed to be spectators of 
the events they describe. 

"The Court will first rem8.Tk on the evidence of the approver, 
Hossainee. This man was first arrested as implicated in the state
ment of his master, Urjoomund, prisoner No. 44. His defence was 
taken down by the magistrate, and as that defence exculpated himself 
from all participation in the crime, and directly inculpated the other 
prisoners, the magistrates at once released him and made him a. wit
ness in the case, proceeding at the same time to record his testimony 
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on ·the part of the prosecutioll. He is thus called an approviYI', and 
his statement i. relied upon IIoB carrying with it all the weight attached 
to evidence ~of this character when properly supported. This man 
had spMial charge of the missing property, and is the person, there
fore, on whom blame, if not suspicion, would naturally fall. He was 
interested in the discovery of the thief, or in removing t.he suspicions 
of his master from himself; and nothing can be more probable than 
that he both knew and participated in the ill·treatment of the d .... 
ce ... ed. In fact. two credible witne.ses deposed that he was aiding 
and abetting those who inHicted the torture on the thieves; yet he 
refrains from disclosing any such participation, and in no way im
plicates himself. To have rendered his evidence effective, the magis
trate should have, in conformity with the provision. of Regulation 
X. of 1824, tendered to him a conditional pardon; this was not done: 
he was, therefore, placed under no special obligation to disclose the 
whole truth, as in the case of an admitted approver: and taking hi. 
evidence as that of an ordinary witness, it appears to us t.o have been 
dictated by a wish to exculpate himself at the expense of his fellow
criminals, and to teem with .improbabilitiu and 9ro~8 contradictiona, 
"which compel the Court to Bet it aBide altogether. 

"As respects the witnesses Dhunoo, Hingun Khan, and Sheikh 
Raheem Ali, we observe that the first is a discarded Uurkundaz of 
Police, who was the first person who came forward and volunteered 
evidence, as he himself states, in the hope of earning a good name, 
and procuring employment; . the second is a lame mendicant, who 
was indicated by Dhunoo as able to give information in this case; 
and the third describes himself as a cook, temporarily employed in the 
Nawab's service dnring this hunting expedition. 

"It is impossible to ascertain whether these persona were present at 
the Nawab's camp BI represented; the way in which t.hey account for 
their presence there does not impres8 the Court with any reliance on 
that point, and the occurrences which the 'I relate as tnking place daily, 
from the commencement to the close 0 this affair, mnst have taken 
hold on their memories in an unwmal manner, to enable them, after 
so long an interval, to depose to particulars of which they then con
ceived themselves to be mere casual observers. The Court observe 
that Hmgun Khan made such palpable contradiM;ion before the 
sessions that the Judge has recorded hi. opinion that the di,erepanciell 
are irreconcileable, and tke efJidence ill not entitled to much credit. 
\Ve also remark that these witne.se. are the only pel'sons who depose to 
the prisoner No. 37 baving instigated and participated in the outrage: 
one deposing that he threatened to blow the thieves from a gun...,.,nd 
countermanded the· Nawab's order for their release; while another 
alleges that No. 37 trimmed a bamboo, and chastised a thief with it; 
st.atements apparently so exaggerated could hardly be relied upon 
unl" .. made by persons of undoubted veracity, and, in the present 
instance, totally jail to convince us of their truth, being in direct 
opposition to the testimony of far more credible persons. Moreover, 
we observe that the Sessions Judge himself discredited such part of 
the evidence of these witnesses affecting the above prisoners as insti
gating the assault. Under these circumstances, we cannot but regard 
the. general charader of tke ""idence of tkue witne88U as doubtful 
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and 8tl3p1C1Otl8, and we feel therefortl collStrairaed to dlscard it i71 
toto. 
_ .. The remaining witnesses seem to the Com·" to have given a con
nected and p.oob .. ble account of what took place within their own 
observation and knowledge. 

"They are all servants of the Nawab, and their occupation accounts 
for their presence on the spot. Mr; Shapcott's evidence is in no way 
impeached, and that of Ameer Ali and Mahomed Ameen hss been 
searcely called in question: and the Court, sf.el' duly considering tho 
exceptions taken to the remaining witnesses by Mr. Montriou in hi. 
elaborate review of their depositions, are of opinion that the contra
dictions elicited on cross-examination are on points so immaterial as in 
no way to shake the confidence of the Court in their general credibility 
and trustworthiness. Applying. therefore, this proof to thtl <-aBe of 
the prisoners, wt' find there is nothing in it to bring home to, the 
prisoners Nos. 37, 38, 40, 41. 44, and 45, any of the charges on 
which t,hey stand committed ; and only one witnesS speaks to t,he pre
sence of No, 42, and another to that of No. 43, on the o""BSion of the 
thieves being taken to the river-side, but they even do not implicate 
them ss taking any part in maltreating or encouraging the ma!treat
ment of the prisoners. 

It has been argued by Ramapersaud Raj, that the presumption 
naturally arising from all the fscts of the. case is sufficiently strong to 
convict the prisoner No. 37 of accessoryship after the fact to the 
mlll"de.., and of privity to the same. The Se.sions Judge has found 
the prisoner guilty of the first charge, inasmuch ss he harboured the 
criminals and concealed the erime. On this point we have to observe, 
that to jnstify a conviction on this charge there must be some act 
provtld to have htten done to Hsist the felons personally. The evidence 
disdoses no proof of any overt set, nor of any other act on the part 
of the prisoner, from which such an inference can fairly be deduced. 
As regards the charge of privity to the crime, we would remark that 
there is no direet evidence to the fact of the prisoner No. 37 taking 
any part, 01' being directly or indirectly concerned, either in the 
burying of the bodies 01' in giving corrency to the report of the thieves 
having died of cholera. The mere p(mibilit!l that the rumOKr of the 
death of these men by torture had reached the ears of prisoner No. 
37, is nol in itself sufficient to bring home to him the charge of con
cealing or procuring the concealment of the felony; to establish such 
a charge there must be some proof that, thongh not consenting, he 
wss personally cognizant of the crime, aud, though able, refrained 
from pre.enting it, 01' neglected to use auy endeavours for the appre
hension of the offenders. An admission wss made in the Foujdarry 
by prisoner No. 37, which is corroborated by the most respectable 
witness examined, to the fset th"t the prisoner, when he heard the 
thieves were subjected t.o ill-treatment, sent persons to forbid it on two 
different occasions, and t.o release them Thus there is evidence of an 
attempt t.o prevent the offence, a.nd thongh death subsequently -ensued 
Bome day. afterwards, it would be, I thin., an urifair construotion of 
his acts to presume that he was necessarily aware t,hat death was the 
conseqoence of such ill-treatment . 

.. M u~h stre&t has been laid by MI'. Treyor, both in his written 
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defeuce and in his arguments before the Court, on the evidence of the 
three witne88es cited by Fnrreed Khan, No. 46, !WI inculpating the 
prisoner No. 37. On their cross·examination they stated that the. 
camels, on one of which the deceased Muddee was conveyed, bound to 
Nowgnrriah, were sent by the orders of the prisoner No. 37, and that 
he was therefore assenting to the ill·treatment inflicted on the de· 
ceased. These witnesses have palpably perjured themselves as regards 
Fureed' Khan never having beaten Muddee, as their evidence is 
directly contradicted by that of George Shapcott; and Mr. Tre:vor 
would wish us to reject that part of the testimony and adopt it as to 
Aman Ali. Evidence so tainted must be received with extreme 
caution: but taken as it stends, we are of opinion that it does not 
even go far enough to show that the prisoner No, 37 was aware for 
what purpose the camels were required. One witness states that he 
heard from the three camel·drivers that they had received orders from 
Aman Ali Khan to take Muddee to Nowgurriah, and another swears 
that the tWo camels were taken by Aman Ali's orders to Nowgurriah, 
and that he desired the drivers to go to the Burra Sahib for instruc
tions. 'From the third witness nothing inculpatory of the prisoner 
was elicited. Considering that the prisoner had no motive for ill
using the thieves, that it is in evidence he endeavoured to prevent 
their ill-usage, we cannot, from this evidence, draw any condusions 
condemnatory of this prisoner. ' 

"By the evidence of the witnesses relied on by the Court, it is 
satisfactorily established that the prisoner, No. 39, who lived -in the 
Meahs' tent, took a part in the ill-treatment of the deceased. The 
witness No. 11 deposed to his t .. king, with others, the thieves to the 
river-side, and to his beating them going and returning. No. 12 con
firms the fact, with this qualification, that he did not see the prisoner 
himself be .. t them, and No. 22 speaks to the prisoner being in the ten t 
and present when the thieves were being chastised by othbrs; and te 
the prisoner No. 37 sending orders to this prisoner to stop the mal
treatment. 

The prisoners, Nos. 46, 47, 48, and 49, together with Burra Sahib, 
who has evaded justice, are identified by the witnesseB generally as 
taking the most prominent part in the gro88 maltreatment, ending in 
death, of the deceased persons; and Mr. Shspcott's evideqce espe
cially identified No. 46, the camel· driver, as on one occasion beatlllg 
the deceased M uddee in the most unmerciful m .. nner for the spa.ce of 
15 minutes. There is also the clear and well-attested confession of the 
prisoner No. 49 before the magistrate. We, therefore. in concurrence 
with the Sessions Judge and Law Officer, convict the prisoners NOI, 
39, 46, 47, 48, and 49, as principals in the culpable homicide of 
M uddee and Hingoo. The case is attended with ~-ircumstances of 
such aggravation and deliborate cruelty, deducible from the evidence 
generally, as to render the crime scarcely distinguishable from wilful 
murder; but adopting the principle generally inculcated by the pre
cedents of this Court, tha~ unless the intention of the criminal to take 
life is fairly inferable from the nature and circumstances of the case, a 
coriviction of wilful murder cannot pass, we convict them of the minot 
offence of culpable homicide, and sentence them, as proposed by the 
Sessions Judge, to fourteen years' imprisonment with labour in 
iron •. 
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.. The Court have noticed in its place the irregular maimer in which 
the magistrate has admitted Hossainee to be an approver. The Court 
further notice, with censure, the unfairness and iinpropriety of the 
magistrate's proceedings as regards the prisoner Urjoomund, in first 
taking his defence, then convertiug him into a witness and examining 
him on oath, and then, because he considered that he had flat spoke .. 
the wlok tf"Utlo, re·arrs.igning him on the original charge and commit
ting him for trial." 

In whatever light we view the course taken by Lord 
Dalhousie against the Nawab Nazim in connection with 
the above unfortunate affah:, we cannot' but consider it 
most unjustifiable; for even admitting that His Lordship 

had ·a right to differ in opinion from the .Judges of the 
Court of Nizamut Adawlut as to the culpability of the 
ssrvants of the Nawab, there was certainly not the least 

ground for implicating the Nawab- himself, 01' holding him 
responsible for the acts of his servants. Besides, there 

were present in the camp with His Highness several 
European gentlemen of high standing in the Company's 
civil service, .and it is surprising to think that none of 
those gentlemen (one of whom was a Judge) were called 
to account by His Lordship for the same reasons adduced 

against the Nawab. Again, if His Lordship was dis
satisfied with the judgment of the highest Court of 
Justice in the land, he might have ordered another trial 
to be proceeded with, before jumping to a hasty con

clusion as to the guilt of the Nawab's servants (who had 
been thrice tried and acquitted), and then, without any 
just cause punishing their master for their supposed act 
on a. mere assumption that he must have been cognizant. 
of whatever occurred in his camp, even while he was 
away from it. We feel 'assured that every right thinking 
Englishman will with us disagree with His Lordship'S 

opinion and ill-judged conclusions. 
o 
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.Theaction taken by Lord Dalhousie is fully set out iu 
His Highness' Memoria.l to the Secretary of State for 
India, and also in the Narrative of the Nizamut Affairs 

by the Agent Governor-Genera.l, to which we would 
refer our readers for further information, leaving it to 
them and an enlightened public to distinguish the 
right, and to exercise the power in their hanels, by doing 
justice to the Prince who has suffered so much from 

. the effects of such arbitrary measures! 
Lord Dalhousie's term of office ceased soon after. this, 

but the result of his arbitrary acts and the annex!ttion 
policy, by which Bolemn treaties and engagements with 
Indian Princes were Bet aside, Boon after broke out in the 
terrible Mutiny of 1857, when Lord Canning held the 
reins of Government in India.. 

In 1856, Lord Canning, who was afterwards the fir-Nt 
Viceroy of Her Mo~t Gracious Majesty, gave His High. 
ness ~he following assurance of .. c01Utideration, respect, 

a.nd friendly interest &c.;" of the British Government;-

From.. LORD CANNING TO NAWAB SYUD MUNsoOB ALT, 
KHAN, BEHADOOB, (the present NAWAB NAZIM of Bengal, 
Behar, and OrisBa,) dated 11th March, 1856 . 

.. Nawab Sahib, of high worth and exalted station, my good brother, 
.. I wish you peace • 

.. After expre ... ing devoted desire beyond description for a happy 
.. interview, I would announce what You will have gleaned from 
.. the newspapers of the 29th ~'ebruary last, that this friend has been 
c. appointed to succeed the Most Noble the Marquis of Dalhousie X.T • 
.. as Governor-Genel'a1. of India . 

.. Permit me to add, this friend entered Calrutta, the seat of 
.. Government, and assumed the duties of this high office on the 26t.h 
" February, 1856, correspouding tQ the 22nd Jumadee.ul.Sanco, 
"1272, H . 

.. Your Highness may be assured the conaideration. respect, and 
.. friendly interest in the prosperous administration of !lour affairs, 
.. and just regard, to the honours and dignities due to your hereditary 
.. rank and, the presC'l'iptifJtJ pri.ilege8 of gour high station. gua,.anteed 
.. h!! the afipulatio1l8 of auhsi8Ung Treatie8 and 1o,,!! established Reta-
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" tiOM, observed anll cherished b" former GOllernO"8' General, will on 
" the part, also, of this sincere friend, be ferventl!f fostered. aud pun,,· 
.. tuaUy fu1.filled. . 

.. Assured of this frieud:s interest in your wt'lfare, 1; hope you. will 
" not fail to favour him with let.ters that may ('heer him with . the 
.. welcome int.elligence of your heo.Jth and prosperity . 

.. Furthcr,-may days of joy accord with yonr desire. 
" (Signed) CANNING, 

11'. therefore, as acknowledged by Lord Dalhousie 
himself and again by Lord Canning, the first direct 

Representative of the Bl'itish Crown iIi India, the 
Treaties concluded with the Nawab's ancestors are eldsting 
and subsisting, we may well inquire why ha~ not the. 
British Government insisted upon th~ Government of 
India fulfilling all the conditions therein named by 
restoring to His Highness and his iamily th{)se rights 
and privileges of which they have been unjustly deprived 

by the officers of that Government P It was with the 
object of correcting the abuses practised by the officers of 
the East India Company that the Imperial Government 
.took over the Administration of Indian Affairs, and it is 
matt!'r of surprise that abuses still exist in India as 

evidenced in the case of the Nawab of Bengal and othe~' 
Na.tive Princes with whom lIolemn contracts were made 
by the East India Company, Her Most Gracious 
Majesty, after-having assumed the Supreme Adminis

tration a.nd Government of India, issued the following 
Proclamation to the Princes, the Chiefs, and the People 
of India, as an assurance that "all. Treaties and En
gagements made with them by or under the .Authority of 

the Honourable East India Oompany," were by Her 
accepted, and" would be scrupulously maintained," hence 

• the Briti,sh Government is responsible for the faithful 
fulfilment of the same by the Governm~nt of India. 

o 2 
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ALLAHABAD, Monday, 1st Not'ember, 1858. 

THE RIGRT HONOURABLE THE .GoVERNOR-GENERAL 

luis 7'eceived the Commands of HER MAJESTY tlte QUEEN, 

to make known tIle following gracious PROCLAMATION of 
HER MAJESTY to the PRINCES, tIle CHIEFS, and tlle 
PEOPLE OF INDIA. 

PROCLAMATION OF THE QUEEN IN COUNCIL, TO THE 

PRINCES, CHlEFS, AND PEOPLE OF INDIA, VICTORIA, BY 

THE GRACE OF GOD, OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT 

BRITAIN AND IRELAND, AND OF THE COLONIES AND DE-, 

PENDENCIES THEREOF IN EUROPE, ASIA, AFRICA, AMERICA, 

AND AUSTRALASIA. 

QUEEN, DEFENDER OF THE FAITH. 

Whereas, fQr divers weighty rensQns, We have rosQlved, by and with 
the advice, and CQnsent Qf the LQrds Spiritual and TempQrnl nnd 
CQmmQns, in Parliament ... sembled, tQ take uPQn Ourselves, the 
GQvemment Qf the 'l'erritQries in India heretQfore administered in 
trust fQr Us by the HONOl'RABLB EAST INDIA COMPANY. 

NQw, therefore, We dQ by these presents notify and declare that. by 
the advice and consent aforesaid. We have taken upon Ourselves the 
said GQvemment, and We hereby call upon ill Our suqjects within 
the said Territories to be faithful and to bear true allegiance to Us, 
Our heirs and successors, and tQ submit themselves tQ the authQrity Qf 
tlwse whQm, We may hereafter. from t,ime to time, see fit to apPQint tQ 
administer the GQvernment Qf Our said TerritQries, in Our name and 
Qn Our behalf. 

And We, repQsing especial trust and cQn6dence in the loynlty, 
ability and judgment Qf Our right trusty and well bclQved Cousin nnd 
CQUDcillQr. CHARLBS JQHN VISCOUNT CANNING, do hereby CQnotitute 
and apPQint him. the said VISCOUNT CANNING, tQ be Our 6rst VicerQY 
and GQvemQr.General in, and Qver Our said TerritQries. and tQ ad
minister the GQvernment thereQf in Our name. and generally to net. in 
Our name and Qn Our behalf, subjcct tQ such Orders and Regulations 
Il8 he shall, from time to time, receive from Us through Qne Qf Our 
principal Secretaries Qf State. 

And We dQ hereby oonfirm in their severs! Offices. Civil and 
Military, aU persQns nQW emplQyed in the Service Qf the HQIIOURABLB 
EAST INDIA COMPANY subject to Our future pleasure, Bnd to such 
Laws nnd Regulations 88 may hereafter be enacted. 

We hereby announce to tke Native Prince8 of India tkat all t,.eatie8 
and engagement8 made with tkem by Of' under the autklWity of tl.e 
HONOURABLB EAST INDIA COMPANY a,.e by US a('Cepted, and wi(! be 
8Cf'lJpul0U8ly mainta;ned; and 'Ve look for Ike like oh8erVlln~e on lI",i,. 
pari. 
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We desire no extension 01 Our present territorial possessions; and 
while We will permit no agression upon Our Dominions, or Our 
Rights to be attempted with impunity, we shall sanction no encroach
ment on those of others. We shalt resplJctthe Rights, Dignity and 
Honour of NativB Princell all Our own; and We desire that they, 88' 

well as Our own subjeets, should enjoy that prosperity, and that social 
ad'mncement which can be secured by internal peace and good govern-
ment. " 

We hold Ourllelves bound to tke Natives of Our Indian Territories 
by tke same obligati0n8 of duty which bind UII to all Our other 
snbjects; and those obligations, by tke Blessing of ALMIGHTY GOD 
We shall faithfully and conscientiously fulfil. 

Firmly relying Ourselves on the truth of Christianity, and acknow
ledging with gratitude the solace of Religion, We disclaim alike the 
Right and the desire to impose Our convictions on any of Our subjects. 
We declare it to be, Our Roynl will and pleasure that none be in any
wise favoured, none molested or dijlquieted, by reason of their religious 
faith or observances; but that all shall alike enjoy the equal and 
impartial protection of the Law: and We do strictly charge and enjoin 
all those who may be in authority under Us, that they abstain from all 
interference with the reli.'1ious beliif or worship of any of Our- subjects, 
on pain of Our highest displeasure. 

And it is Our further will that, so far as may be"Our subjects, of 
whatever Race or Creed, be freely and impartially arlmitted to Offices 
in Our Service, the duties of which they may be qualified, by their 
education, ability, and integrity, duly to discharge 

We know, and 'respect, the feeliugs of attachment with which the 
Natives of India regard the lauds inherited by them fl'om their 
.Ancestors; and we desire to protect them in all rights connected there
with, subject to tke equitable demands of the State: and We will that 
generally, in framing and administering the Law, due regard be paid 
to the ancient Rights, Usages, and Customs of INDIA., 

We deeply lament the evils and misery which have been brought 
,upon INDIA. by the acts of ambitious men, who have deceived their 
countrymen by false reports, and led them into open rebellion. Our 
power has been shown by the suppression of that rebellion in the ' 
field ; We desire to show Our mercy, by pardoning the offences of 
those who have been thus misled, but who desire to return to the 
path of duty. ' 

Already in one Province, with a view to stop the further effusion of 
blood, and to hasten the pacification of our Indian Dominions, Our 
Viceroy,and Governor-General has helel out the expectation of pardon, 
on certain terms, to the great majority of those who! in the late un
happy disturbances, have been guilty of offences agamst Our Govern" 
ment, and has declared the punishment which will be inflicted on 
those whose crimes place them beyond the reach of forgiveness. We 
approve and confirm the said act of Our Viceroy and Governor-Gener,al, 
and do further annOunce and proclaim as follow :-

Our Clemency will be extended to all offenders, save and except 
all those who have been, or shall be, convicted of having directly taken 
part in the murder of British Subjects. With regard to such the 
demands of Justice forbid the exercise of mercy. 
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To those who have willingly given asylum to murderers, kuowing 
them to be such, or who may have acted as leaders or instigators in 
revolt, their lives alone can be guaranteed; but in apportioning the 
penalty due to such persons, full consideration will be given to the 
circumstances under which they have been induced to throw 011' their 
allegiance, and la.rge indulgence will be shown to those wbose crimes 
may appear to have originated in too credulous acceptance of the false 
reports circulated by designing men. 

To all others in Arms against tbe Government. we hereby promise 
unconditional Pardon, Amnesty, and Oblivion of all oll'ence against 
Ourselves, Our Crown and Diguity, on their return to their homes 
and peoceful pursuits 

It is Our Royal Pleasure that these terms of Grace and Amnesty 
should be extended to all t,hose who comply with these conditions be
fore the First Day of January next 

When, by the Blessing of Providence, internal Tranquillity shall be 
restored, it is Our earnest Desire to stimulate the peaceful industry of 
INDIA .• to promote Works of Publio Utility, and Improvement, and to 
administer its Government for the benefit of all Our Subjects resident 
therein. In their Prosperity will be Our Strength; in their Content
ment, Our Security; and in their Gratitude Our best Reward. And 
may the GOD of all Power grant 'to Us, and to those in authority 
under Us, Strength to carry out these Our wishes for the good of Our 
People. . 

The British Government, under the Proclamation of 
1858, t!,ok over the whole of the obligations contra.cted 
by the Honourable East India. Company, whether by 
Treaty or otherwise, and undertook to 8crn1'ulously 
maintaiI! the same. Hence the Nawab Nazim of Bengal 
is justly entitled to claim from Her Majesty a.nd t.he 
Government compensation for all tht> losses, vecuniary or 
otherwise, sustained by himself and his family, having 
on his part always adhered to the obligations Silt Jorth 
in the several Treaties and Agreements. 

But the present Nawab Nazim hu great.er claims 
upon the British Government than a mere acknow
ledgment of Treaty Right,s or redress for the wrongs 
inflicted upon bim and his Predecessors by the Govern
ment of India, for he has (as eXl'rcsslld lit two of our 
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public banquets in the City of London by Lord Cairns 
and also Py Lord Lawrence, once Governor-General 
of India,) "earned the gratitude and 8ympathy of the 
Blitish natio1& by lti8 loyal 'attachment and faitTtful 
adllel'ence to tIle British Crowll in season8 of danger 
and trial," and by. the services he rendered to the State 
by his assista.nce and example "during the great Santltal 
Rebellion of 1855, and of the fnOl'e 8erious crisis tvltich 
followed, tIle Muti"y of the Native Tt'OOp8 of tIle Bengal 
Army in 1857_" 

The following letters exhibit a few out of the many 
services rendered by His Highness when all his country
Blen around· him were rising up in arms and .throwing 
off their allegiance to the British Government. 

From The S,ecretarg to the Gover'U/~nt oj Bengal to LIEU

TENANT-Co.I.ONEL MAOOREGOa, C.B., Age/lt to the GoverllOr
GeMral at Moorshedabad. 

Sir, 
Fort William, 14th July, 1855. 

The Lieutenant-Governor has received your demi-official communi
ootion annowlcing that the Nawab Nazinl has plaoed at the dispow of 
the Authorities, to aid in suppressing the dist.urbances that have arisen 
in the Northern part of the Moorshedabad District, the Sepoys and 
:troopers of His Highness' guard, together wit.h a number of elephants, 
and I am instructed to request that you will convey to the Nawab 
Nazinl the cordial tJChwwledgmerou of Government for his prompt 
co-operafio .. and assure him that the desire which he has thus mani
fested to G8sist b!l t~ resotwce8 at Ai.< di.sposal t~ e.fforu of ~ 
.J.u·tAoritiu to maintain tie peace of t~ di.<trict, and to quell t~ IIft
fortunate outbrecJk ",MeA AcJ8 occarred, i.< fDarm'y and AigAly appre
ciated. 

I have, &0, 
(Signed) W. GREY, 
Secretary to the Government or Bengul. 

(True Copy) 
(Signed) - G_ H. MACGREGOR, 

Agent to the Governor-General. 
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From the Sect'etary to the Government. of Ben!Jal to the 
Agent to the Governor-Genel'al at Moorshedabad. 

Fort William, 28th September, 1855. 
Sir, 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 83, 
dated the --- instant, bringing to the notice of Government the 
amount of assistance rendered by the N awab N azim to the Authorities, 
from the commencement of the Santhal outbreak up to the present 
time. 

2. In my letter No. 1612, dated the 14th July, I communicated to 
you the high sense entertained bg the Lieutenant· Governor of the 
prompt and U$eful co-operation of the Nawab Nazim in the mea ..... e. 
tken taken for tke 811ppression of tke Santhal insurrection, and the 
Lieutenant-Governor now directs me to state in reply to your present 
letter, " that he agrees with !Iou tkat the course pursued by tke NaIVub 
" Nazim on this occasion as detailed in gour letter, clearly sholOs His 
If Higkness' anxiety to promote tke service of Government by e~er!l 
U mea'M in his power." 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) W. GRIlY, 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 

(True Copy) 
(Signed) G. H. MAOGREGOR, 

Agent Governor-General. 

From the Secretary to the Government of Be.n!Jal to the 
Agent Governor-General, Moorshedabad. 

Fort William, the 4th August, 1857. 
Sir, 

With reference to your letter, No. 63. of the 25th June last, I am 
directed by the Lieutenant-Governor to forward herewith a copy of a 
letter, No. 81, of the Brd instant, from the Secretary to the Govern
ment of India in the Military Department, and to reque.t that you 
will lose no time in communicating to the Nawab Nazim of Moor
shedabad, the acknowledgments of the Right Honourable the Go
vernor-General in Council for the services rendered by Hia Highness 
on the ocoosion alluded to therein. 

I have. &c. 
(Signed) A. R. YOUNG, 

Secretary to the Government of Bengal' 

To the Secretary to the Government of Ben!Jal. 

Sir, 
I am directed to acknowledg~ the receipt of your letter, No. ?'43, of 

the 30th ultimo, submitting for the information of the Government 
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of. India. a copy of a letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Macgregor, C.B, 
bringing to notice the a.sistance rendered by the Nawab Nazim to the 
European Detachments. and in reply to request that you will move 
the Honourable the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal to convey to. His 
Highness the acknowledgments of the Right Honowrable the Governor
General of India in Council for his great a .• sistance on the oC'Casion 
in qv.estion, 0.8 also for tke readiness with which he was prepa.red to 
co-operate in preventing a .disturbance which was anticipated (though 
without good reason) at BerhampOl'e, on the 21st instant. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) R. J. H. BIRCH COLL, 

Secretal'y to the Government of India in the 
Military Department. 

(True Copy) 
(Signed) G. H. MACGREGOR, 

Agent Governor-General. 

FI'om tlte SecI'etm'Y to tlte Government of Bengal to the 
Agent to the Governol'-Genei'al at MOOl·shedabad. 

Sir, 
Fort William,. the 20th Oct., 1857. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of youl'letter, No. 95, of 
the 9th instant, forwarding copy of a communication with translation 
addressea to you by His Highness the Nawab Nazim, in which he 

. off~rs to place at the disposal of Government twenty-five of his 
elephants, and tenders his services ill any other way in which they 
may be required. . 

2. The Lieutenant-Governor has perused with much gratification 
the Nawab .Nazim's addre.fs, and desires me to request that .1I0U wilt 
be 80 good as to convey to His Highness the expression of His Honour'.f 
CORDIAL TJ!ll!Ksfor the READINESS with which His Highness has come 

.forward to carry out the wishes of Government ON THIS AS ON EVERY 
PREVIOUS OOCASION. The Lieutenant-Governor is fully perwaded of 
the siTicersity of His Highness' proffer of services, and of the LOYAL 
SPIRIT by whick he is actuated. 

3. The Elephants should be forwarded to-Raneegnnge as soon as 
may be convenient to His Highness. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) A. R. YOUNG, 

Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 
(True Copy) 

(Signed) G H. MACGREGOR, 
Agent Governor-Generd. 

From the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Agent Gove1'nor-General at Moorshedabad. 

Sir, 
Fort William, 2nd November, 1857. 

.. I am directed to acknowledge the l.'eceipt of youl·letter, No. 104, 
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dated the 22nd ultimo, reporting t.hat at your request, Hia Highness 
the Nawab Nazim had furnished Captain Chapman while proceeding 
from Berhampore to Soory with a Guard of the Nizamut troops for 
the protection on the journey of certain horses selected by that officer 
at Moorshedabad for the use of the Bengal Yeomanry Cavalry, and 
soliciting sanction to the payment of Rs. 100, one hundred, as a pre-
sent to the Guard for having well performed their duty. . 

2. In reply, I am desired to state that the Lieutenant-Governor 
authorizes the expenditure above proposed, and at the .ame time to 
request that you will convey Hia Honour'. acknowledgments to the 
Nawab Nazim for the assistance rendered by him to Captain Chapman 
on the occasion. 

I have, &c, 
(Signed) A. R. YOUNG, 

Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 

From the Junior-Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to 
A. PIGOU, ESQ., in charge of the Office of Agent to tlte 
Governor- General at :AIoOl·shedabad. 

Fort William, the 30th December, 1857. 
Sir, 

I am directed to acknowledge the rec.eipt of your pommunication, 
No. 126, dated the 19th inst., bringing to notice the good conduct of a 
detachment of the Nawab Nazim'. Troops while escorting Government 
I).orses to Raneegunge, and to convey to you the Lieutenant-Governor'. 
sanction to the payment of a reward of 150 Rupees to the Native 
Officer and men of the detachment as recommended by you. 

2. You mention also in the same letter, His Highness's co-operation 
in conveying a party of seamen to Berhampore. 

3. The Lieutenant-Gooer"no,. haa hadfrequent occanoro to acknow
ledge the prompt and willing aa.iatancIJ'f'endered bg the Nawab Nazi". 
to .the OjfiOlJf" qf Government during the p,.e.ent di.turbance., and 
desirea once more to co'"'eg through you hia acknowledgment. for tfHl 
8enJice rendered on the8e two occalliona. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) C. T. BUCKLAIfD, 

Junior Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 
Moorshedabad Agency, dated the 8th Jan., 1858. 

True Copy, 
(Signed) A. PIGOU, 

In charge of the Office of Agent to the 
Governor-General. 

Berhampore, July 27th, 1859. 
Your Highness, 

As I am about to leave Berhampore, permit me to thank you for the 
attention and kindness I have received from Your Highnes •• 

You are aware of the circumstance that occasioned my coming, and 
the promptitude with which you .ent elephants, oxen, &c., to meet 
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the detachment under my command was most gratif!ling, and had it 
not been for the sudden rise of the river. would have greatly aided our 
rapidly reaching Berkampore. ' ' 

On my arrival in C.tIcutta 1 shall take special ,care to mention to 
Lord Oanning, Your Highness' zeal 0" this occasion. 

• • • • • • 
Believe me to remain your Highness' most obedient and faithful 

servant. 
(Signed) KENNETH D. MACKENZIE, 

Lieut.-Colonel, 92nd Highlanders. 

To His Highness, .the NAWAB NAZIM oj Bengal, Beltar, and 
Ol'issa. 

Fr01n E. H. LUSEIINGTON ESQ., Officiating SecI'etary to 
the Government oj Bengal to the Officiating Agen(~o the Go~ 
vernor- General, MOO1·sltedabad. 

Fort William, 8th November. 1859. 
Sir. , 

I am directed to forward for your informamon and for communication 
to His Highness the Nawab Nazim the accompanying copy ofa letter 
from the Secretary to the Government of India in the Foreign De
partment No. 6195,' dated t1>e 7th ultimo, announcing the honours 
which His Excellency the Governor·General in Council, has been 
pleased to confer on the Nawab Nazim and on his Dewan Roy 
Prosunno Narain Deb Bahadoor, and expressing the high sense which 
the Government entertains of the faithful services rendered by His 
Hi,qhne.ya during the late disturbances 

2. As directed in the 6th Paragraph of Mr. Bl'adon's letter, the 
Lieutenant·Governor desires me to observe that the Nawab Nazim in 
applying for the repeal of Act XXVII of 1854, appears te have mis
understood the operation of that Act, and th~t the annexed Extract 
paragraphs 36 to 53 from a minute recorded by, the late Lieutenant 
Governor on the 18th September, 1858. will, it is hoped, satisfy His 
Highness that the repeal of the Act in question, would ~ot produce 
all the effects which he supposes, lind would besides have other con
sequences which are not desirable. 

I am further directed to transmit herewith a Khurretah addressed by 
His Excellency to the N awab N azilll, and to request that you will be 
so good as to deliver the same to His Highness. A coPy of the Khurre
tah is forwarded for record in your office. 

The Sunnud conferring the title of Rajah Bahadoor on the Dewan 
of, His Highness will be forwarded as soon as ,received, 

I have, &c, 
(Signed) E. H. LUSHINGTON, 

Officiating Secretal'Y to the Government of Bengal. 
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Fl'om C. BEADON ESQ., Secretary to tlte Government of 
India, F01'eign Department, to tlte Secretary to the Government 
of Bengal. 

Sir, 
7th October, 1859. 

I am directed by the Governor-General in Council, to acknowledge 
the receipt of your predecessor's letter, No. 3716, enclosing a minute 
by the lete Lieutenant-Governor, relative to the conduct of the Nawab 
Nazim of Bengal during the rebeIlion, and to the reward which should 
be conferred on His Highness. 

2. His Excellency in Council agrees generally in the views expressed 
in that minute, both as to the faithfUl services of the Nawab Nazi". 
and the manner in which the high 8ense whick tke Government enter. 
taina of tkose services, can best be sbown. 

3. Already, when the Nawab Nazim was rec~ntly in Calcutta, the 
Governor-General in Council so far practically assented to the recom. 
mend~tions of the Government of Bengal, as to give His Highness a 
salute of nineteen guns on his departure from the Presidency, and His 
Excellency in Council has now much pleasure in formally declering 
that His Highness is entitled to a salute of that number of guns, on all 
fnture occasions. 

4 .. The Governor-Genera.! in Conncil is also pleased to cancel 80 
mnch of the orders of the Government of Inula, dated the 6th 
December, 1854. as requires that when the Nawab Nazim may leave 
Moorshedabad, his camp shall be accompanied by a responsible officer 
of police on the part of the Government, and direct that the prac. 
tice under which, previous to 1854, the expense of His Highness' 
hunting excursions was defrayed from the Nizamut Fund shall b. 
revived. 

5. These concessions, together with others which have lately been 
made to the N awab in consideration of his lO!lal conduct, uill 8atiaf!l 
His Higkne68 of tke higk estimation in whic'\ hi8 aervices are keld, and 
of tke aincere ~lfective desire of tke Governor· General in Council to 
mark his appreciation of tkem. 

6. His Excellency in Council cannot consent to make any alteration 
in the I.aw as it stands; bnt he desires, that with tho p~rmission of 
the Lieutenant-Governor, it may carefully be explained to the N awab 
as set forth in Mr. Halliday's minute, that the repeal of Act XXVII or 
1854, would not produce all the effects Hie IIighness euppo8es, and 
would have other undesirable consequences. . 

7. With reference to Mr. Secretary Edmonstone's letter, No. 2149. 
dated the 14th July. 1858, I am directed to state, that the Governor· 
General in Council has now-been pleased to confer on Roy Pr08unno 
Narain Deb, tke Nawab Nazim'a Dewan, the title of Rajah Baha· 
door. The usual Sunnud will follow. 

(True Copy) 
(Signed) 

(True Copy) 

TROKAS JONllS, 
Register Bengal Se~rctariat. 

(Signed) C. MACKBNZIB, 
Officiating Agent Governor-General. 
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SERVICES OF Ii.H. THE NA~.A.B NUIlII:. 

Eztraci8 from a Minute by tke LIEUTENANT.GOVERNOR OF 

BENGAL. 

The Right Honourable the Governor-General has directed me to 
report" in full detail the services rendered by the Nawab Nazim, or 
under his direction, and t·he particular occasions on which· His High. 
ness assisted the local officers in their endeavours to enforce their 
authority and maintain tranquillity in BerhRmpore and its vicinity." 

:iI. Tues" serviclld have been r"nd"red on two occasions; fi,.st, on 
the occasion of the Santhall rebellion in 1855; and secoadl!/o on the 
OCCMion of the mutiny of 1857. 

S. Ti,e following are the defailed circumstances belonging to the 
fi,.st of these occasions 

4 On the 10th July, 1855, when disturbances broke out in the' 
northern part of the Moorshedabad district, the Nawab Nazim lent to 
the magistrate of that district some of his light and fast boats to 
convey that officer and his estsblishment to the scene of the disturb
ance (,,:s:pressing at the same time a desire to place all his resources at 
U,e di<posal of the local authorities). 

5. 'l'went.y of his troopers were sent to accompany the magistrate, 
and thirty of his elephauts to conv"y the camp equipage and ammu
nition of the right wing of the 7th N alive Infantry, which had been 
ordered to procl'ed by forced marches to the disturbed district. 

6. The Magistrate having reported to the Agent on the 11th July 
that the rebels were in great force, His Highness at once sent one 
hundred of his$epoys to the former officer. 

7. His Highness likewise supplied 124 stand of arms to the Euro
pean soldiers of the recruit dept.t at Berhampore. 

8. The citizens of Moorshedabad having been alarmed by false 
rumours to the effect that the ..... bels were advancing in large numbers 
to plunder the city, His Highness sent his offic't'rs to give them confi
dence; sent fifty Sepoys to assist the police, and ordered the rest of 
his troops (3aO men) to hold themselves in readinl'ss to aid the 
authorities, it: necessary. 

9. On Mr. Bidwell assuming charge of his duties as Special Com
missioner, he asked for more elephants, whereupon His Highnl'SS lent 
not only the remainder of his own animals, but also some of those of 
his relatives, in all fifty-seven in number. 

10 '1'he troopere above alluded to subsequently accompanied the 
right wing of the 7th N .1. in t.heir several operations. 

11. The hundred Sepoys first marched to Mohutpore, thence to 
Ponkour, Kudumsar and Paliehat, and had altogether served for a 
month and twenty·two days, when they were withdrawn by Mr. 
Bidwell. . 

12. Of the elephant.. some appeap to have been retain"d for short 
periods. but twenty-seven ..... lUained with the troops a.t different places 
till about the end of January, 1856, and were returned after the 
SanUml field force was broken up. 

13. The acknowledgments of the Gov~rnment for the above servioos 
were conveyed to the Nawllb N!Uim through the Agent, Colonel 
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Macgregor, first on the 14th July, and then again on the 28th Sept .. , 
1855, and in the meantime the Magistrate of Moorshedabad also 
thanked His Highness in a letter dated 9th August, 1855. 

14. The details of the second occasion are as follows :-
15. When a detachment of Her Majesty's 6tth Regiment, nnder 

the command of Captain Francis, was sent to Berhampore in Junc, 
1857, His Highness assisted Government by lending forty-five elephants 
and all his camels, for the conveyance of the Detachment from Allatollee 
Ghaut to Berhampore. 

16. A Detachment of Her Majesty's 35th Regiment, nnder the 
eommand of CapRin Tisdall, was also sent np to Berhampore during 
the same month. His Highness sent down thirteen pairs of his carriage 
horses to enable this party to reach its destination. 

17. On the 21st June, when His Highness was under the impression 
that the two native regiments at Berhampore had mutinied, and when 
illere was a general excitement at Moorshedabad caused by th .. same 
impression, he at once made all his preparations for resisting the 
supposed mutineers in case they went to Moorshedubad, and also took 
measure to prevent any rising in the city, co-operating with the 
Magistrate with promptitude and zeal for that purpose. 

18. 'While reporting the nbove services, the Agent, Lieutenant
Colonel Macgregor, C' B., stated; "It is with great pleasure t·hat I 
have observed that His Highness has alwagB been most an:e;ou8 to 
render everg assistance in his power to the British Government on ang 
emergency." 

19. For the Msistance rendered by His· Highness in the above 
instances, the thanks of the Governor-General in Conncil were con
veyed in letters from the Secretary to the Government of India. 

20. On the occasion of the \Jagistrate of Moorshednbad undertaking 
the t .... k of disarming that city in the early part of August, 1857, 
after the troops at Berhampore had been disarmed, the Agent to the 
Governor-General requeoted the Nawab Nazim to disarm his disciplined 
troops, who were men of the same kind as those of the regiments that 
bad D1uti&ied. His Highness most. ~eadily and cheerfully gave the 
order for disarming: and it was promptly and e/fectually carried Ollt 
by the Nizamnt Dewan, who sent the arm. to Berhampore through 
the Agent. The Govemment of Bengal gave credit for this to both 
th~ Agent and the N awab. The measure produced so excellent an 
e/fect, that the Magistrate accomplished his difficult task wit.hont 
resistance and without the aid of European troops. 

21. In September, 18;;7, Colonel Macgregor had occl18ion, under 
orders from Major-General Sir James Out.ram, K.C.B., to despateh 
20,000 rounds of service musket eartridgcs. with a due proportion of 
percussion caps, to Daljeeling "it:! Kiahengunge. The Colonel did not 
deem it advisable to entrust the ammnnition to any guard from either 
of the regiments at Berhampore, and he accordingly asked the Nawllb 
Nazim for a guard, when His Highness furnished a party of hi. own 
followers, consisting of sixteen conAdential men, who safely e.corted 
the storcs and delivered them to the Deputy Magistrate at Kishengunge. 
The men were rewarded by the Govemment with presents to the 
amount of seventy rupees. Two Nizamut bCllnleah. appear to have 
been used on this oCcaBion. 
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22. In September, 1857, the civil authorities were directed to pro
cllr!' elephants from the zemindars and others in their several districts 
for use in the military operations which were then about to be under
taken. Colonel Macgregor having communiested with the· Nawab 
Nazim on the subject, His Highness placed twenty-five of his elephants 
at the disposal of Government, intimating at the same time that 
M could IUlt cOfOBent to take compensatiON aAovld a,,!! of tM a"i",akr 
die itt tluJ public a_ice as offered by Government, and that besides 
elephants, he would be happy to offer any other aid· that it was in his 
power to give, if required. 

23. The Li"utenant-(}O\"ernor's thanks were conveyed to His High
ness on this occasion. 

24. Two of the Nawab's relatives lent two elephants each. 
25. In October, 1857, Captain Chapman of the Bengal Yeomanry 

Cavalry, who had selected seventy horses at Berhampore for his corp. 
out of those belonging to the dismounted men of the lIt-h Irregular 
Cavalry, required a guard from the Nizamut troop. to protect the 
cattle on their way to Soorie, the Nawab Nazim readily complied with 
Colonel Macgregor's request for the guard, by ordering a party of one 
havildar, one naik, and twenty-four men. The guard behaved well, 
and pel formed their dut.y in a satisfactory manner, but suffered some 
pecuniary loss by an accident in crossing the Bhagurutty ; they were, 
therefore allowed a present of one hundred rupees. The acknowledg
ments of the Lieutenant-Governor were also conveyed to the Nawab 
N azim for furnishing the guaro 

26. Again in Dl'OOmber, 1857, anot·her detachment of the N awab's 
troops, consisting of the adjutant (Mr. Ryan), one subadar, and forty 
Sepoys, was allowed, to escort a large number of the Government 
horses of the 11th Irregulars, selected by Captain Pester of the 63rd 
N. I., to Raneegunge. Thf'se guards also satisfactorily performed 
their duty, and were rewarded with a sum of one hundred and fifty 
rupee •. 

27. During the same month His Highness also assisted the progress 
to Berhampore of the party of twenty sailors. under Captain Smart, 
sent to that station, by lending his elephants and servants to bring 
them u'p. 

28. For the assistance rendered on the last two occasionJi. the 
LieutenBnt-Governor's 8<'knowled!!ments were again conveyed to the 
Nawab Nazim through Mr. A. Pigou. 

29. The Nawab Nuim readily lent his house at Allipore for the 
acrommodation of refngees from the North-western Provinces, and it 
was largely taken advantage of. 

(Signe«l) J. F. HALLlDA.Y. 

Eztract f,'om a Letter from tlte GOVERNOR- GENERAL OF 

INDIA to Hil! HIGHNESS THE NAWAB NA.ZIM OF BENGAL. 

MyF1-iend, 
In consequence or your numerous and valuable services rendered to 

the British Govemment during t.h? Santhsl rebellion in 1855, and at 
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the more serious crisis which followed, t.he mutiny of t.he Bengal nrmy 
army in 1857, services which are well, known to all, and for which 
Your Highness has from time to time received the t.banks of the 
Government, as well as recognitions of a more public and permanent 
kind; I consulted the honourable tho Lieutenaut-Governor of Bengal 
as to what special mark of the favour of the Government it would be 
expedient to confer on Your Highness, 80 t.hat it might be mltnifeot to 
all men that Your Higkness' loyal services and faithful attackment 10 
Ike Britisk GO'IJernmenl are duly appreciated, and that Ike Government 
is not unmindful 'If Ike good offices rendered by Your Highness in a 
8eason 'If trouble. . 

The Lieutenant-Governol' of Bengal has laid before mil in a minute 
a complete record of all that Your Highnes. and Your Highness'. 
seryants did on these two occasions; and this minute, recorded in the 
archives of the Government, will· serve as a perpetual remembrance 
of Your Highness's active and zealous support, and of the fiNn friend
ahip wkick el'ists between Ym.r Higkne8s and tke Britisk Government. 

My friend, I have read tkis record of Your Higlme. •• 'afriendly act8 
witk tke most lively satisfaction; and, entirely ag,'eeing in the views 
expressed by the Lieutenant-Governor, I have directed that Your 
Highness shall henceforth alwaTs receive a salute of nineteen gw,s, 
and that certain rules which are now in force as regards Your High-
ness's recreations shall be wholly romoved, ' 

By these and other tokens of favour which Your Highness has 
received in consideration of your loyal services, Your Highlle8. will be 
satisfied 'If tke higk e.timation in whick those services are keld, and 'If 
my sincere desire to marie my appreciation of tkem. 

I have only to add, in conclusion, that, on the recommendation of 
the Agent and of the Lieutenant-Governor, I have had the pleasure of 
conferring upon Your Highness's Dewan, Raie Prosunno Narian Deb 
Bahadoor, in recognition of t.he ability and zeal with which, under 
Your Highness's direction, he co-opprated with the British authorities 
to restore and maintain tranquillit.y on both the occasions above 
referred to. 

I have, &e., 
(Signed) CANNING. 

Fl'om A. T, MACLEAN, ESQ., Officiating lIIagistrate of 
.!tfoorshedabad to the Agent to the Governor-General, Moor
shedabad. 

Sir, 
Berhompore, 11th September, 1862. 

I haye the honour to request the favour of procuring the infor
mation required in the annexed descriptive and valuation roll of 
elephants lent to Government by His Highness the Nawab Nazim 
during the Mutiny, if there be Bny which have not been returned to 
),im or paid for. 

I have, &c, 
. (Signed) A. 1'. MACLEAN, 

Offieinling lIIngistrnte. 
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Memo. No. 87. 

Forwarded to His Highness the Nawab Nazim for the neceesary in
,formation required by the Collector. 

(Signed) W, -A.' A_ THOMSON, Major. 

Berhampore, 15th September, 1862. 
Agent Governor-General. 

Fron~His Highness the NAWAB NAZlM of Ben7al, Behar alld 
Orissa, . to MAJUR W. A. A. THUMSON, AJent to ·the Gover
nor-Genel-al at Moorshedabad. 

My Friend, 
With refo .... nce to yonr Memo., No. 87, olthe 15th September last, 

which is subjoined to the letter, No. 746 from the Officiating Magis
trate of Moorshedabad to your address, as also to your letter, No. 99, 
of the 5th instant, in which you require me to fill np a Form showing 
the names, height and prices of the elephants, which I had placed at 
the disposal of Government during the Mutiny, and which, whilst 
employed in this service have died, I beg to state, I consider it the 
duty of every loyal subject to assist the Government to maintain good 
order and the public peace, and as in my case, in rendering aid to the 
State in the SllIlthal war, and again during the Mutiny, I was only 
fulfilling the conditions of the Treaties entered into by my ancestors, I 
must decline to receive any pecuniary return for such services I have 
rendered to the British Government towards the protection and pre
servation of the clominions of Her Majeaty in India. 

I remain, &c. 
(Signed) SYUD MUNSOOB ULLEB. 

The Palace, Moorshedabad, the 7th November, 1862. 

For the services rendered by him His Highness has re
c!>ived no consider~tion but the thanks of the Government 

of India, while the descendants of rebels and of those 
who opposed the establishment of Briti~h Power in the 
East have been liberally dealt with, and even one of His 
Highness'S servants (a Cl'eature of the Government of 
India) was honQred by having th!il distinguished title of 
Rajah c?nferred upon 11im. 

But apart from all political considerations under whioh 
the British Government has bound itself to India, there 
must in a. commercial point of view be something 

p 
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radically wJ:ong in the system under which India hall 
been governed, when sacred bonds and agreements have 
been unscrupulously set aside, and Native Princes. who 
have abided by their engagements, and magnanimously 
refused to accept pecuniary compensation for losses 
which they. have unavoidably .sustained in their duty to 
the Govern~ent, have been neglected, and all their 
petitions to the Government of India for redress haTe 
been either entirely disregarded or the claims set forth 
therein ignored without a fair and equitable inquiry. 
Surely aU men should have justice done to them whethel' 
they are princes. or merchants, Asiatics, or Europeans; and 
as it is for justice only that His Highness the Nawllb 
Nazim now appeals to the British nation, all distinctions 
of nationality or caste prejudice should be put aside, 
a.nd after full inquiry all demands that are legitimately 
claimable from the I~dian Government ought to be paid 
to the Nawab and his successors for ever. The British 
Government should, we think, be ever ready to listen to 
such appeals for justice, lest, by turning a deaf ear to en
treaty alid the just claims of Native Princes in India, a 
spirit of disatl'ection may again arise, and bring about a re
currence of those fearful events which in 1857 exposed 
the lives of so many of our countrymen, and nearly des
troyed the British Empire in the East. 

But since His Highness the Nawab Nazim of Bengal 
bas proved by his ac~ his loyal adherence to the British 
Crown, he therefore deserves especial justice at the hands 
of the British Government, and it is to the consideration 
of his claims, as drawn up in 1858 by an officer of the 
Indi.IJ.u Government, the Agent Governor-General, and 



211 

afterw~rds reported upon by .him for the iIlformation of 
the Government,; tha.t we woul? now direct attention . 

. When Oolonel Macl}enzie took charge of the Agency at Moorshe· 
dabnd, he found, among other papers, II. Memorial which the Nawab 
Nazim had sent to Government regarding his claims and rights: and 
ao it Wlloi supported by a mass of treaties, agreements, and letters 
ft-om Government, it naturally excited interest. l'he Agent, therefore, 
cntered fully into the spirit of the Memorial, and, having examined 
all the papers att3<"hed thereto, and found them correct, he felt it to 
be his duty, 8.8 Agent Governor-General, to represent the matter to 
t.he Government, in justice to the Nawllb Nazim. He accordingly 
printed the wholo snqject; but before giving it publil'ity he S~llt 110 

rough copy to Mr. Edmonstone (then Foreign Secretary to Govern· 
ment), requesting him to lay it before the Governor·G;eneral, in order 
to have the whole matter thoroughly sifted. This was done by Mr. 
Edmonstone, who afterwards wrote to the Agent, and stated,-

" The narrative is extremely useful, and should awaken the attention 
.. of Government to the position of the Nawab and the stat.e of rela • 
.. t.ions with him. The whole subject has been more than once under 
" the consideration of the Governor-General, and has also been dis. 
" cussed with me as often; but no.final decision has been recorde<l, 
"although I believe the Governor. General has made up his mind on 
"the matter. I ~m not, of course, at liberty to inform you of t.hll 
" opinion the Governor-General appeal's to mil to have formed, but I 
" may say confidentially that it is I)ot lmfavpurable. I wish you well 
" in your endeavours to right His Highness, and have little doubt that 
.. you will succced in some meru!ure." 

Narratit'(j of NIZAMUT Affairs, Compiled -by COI.ON L 

COLIN MACKEXZII!l, Acting A,qent to the Governor-General 
at Moorshedabad in 1858-9, referred to by MR. EDMONliTCNE, 

Foreign Secretal'y to tile Government of India in the above 
quotation. 

1. When aRe!" t~,e tragedy of the Black Hole in Calcutta, it was 
found impossible to place any relia.nce on the N azim of Bengal, 
Serajud Dowlah, Clive entered into & h'eaty with Jaflie!" Ali Khan, the 
Bakshi. of the Army, in consequence uf which the latter drew ofF "
considerable portion of Serajud Dowlah's troops during the battle of 
Plassy, and the Company's Government in return acknowledged him 
8S Subah of Bengal, Behar, lind Orissa. (The Great Mogul confirmed 
Alper Jaffier as thl'legitimate Nawab.) . 

2, It was alwn~'s the practice of N'ltive Princes to have a Dewalt, 
or Minister who manltged all their aftitirs. In 1765 the Emperor 
S:lah Allum conferred the Dewani, i II., the Civil Governmeut of tht3se 
Provinces on the East India Oompany on certain collditions, one of 
which WR.S '.' that there .hall be It sufficient allowance out of the said 
ren'nues for supporting the expense of the Ni."mut.s" and the NRwab 
. p 2 
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Nazim Dowlah (son of Jamer Ali) agreed to accept the sum of 
Seventeen and half lacs oC Sicca Rnpees for his own expense, and a 
Curther sum of -thirty-six lacs for the maintenance oC such Troops, 
Burkundauzes, &c., as may be thought necessary. The East India 
Company thus became His Highness's Agents or Managers. 

S. The Nawab Syefu Dowlah, brother oC Nazim-ul-Dowlah, on his 
accession in 1766, concluded a treaty with the Governor and Council, 
ratifying former engagements. The 2nd Article says, .. I, having an 
entire confidence in them, i.e. (the English East India Company), 
.. that nothing whatever be proposed or carried into execution by them 
Ie derogating from my lwnour, d(qnit!/, interP.8t, and the good oC my 
" country, agree that the protecting oC Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, 
.. be entirely left to their good management in consideration oC their 
.. paying to me the sum of seventeen lacs," &c. The remaining sum 
for the N awab's Sawarie was diminished to twenty-Cour lacs. 

4. In 1770 a minor son oC Jaffier Ali, named Mobaruk-ul-Dowlah, 
succeeded his brethren, whose mother, Mani Begum, was considered 
the head oC the house and managed all the affairs oC her younli 
stepson. She was styled the" Mother of the East India Company.' 
A treaty was made with the young Nawab to the same effect 
beCore, but diminishing his person&! stipend to fifteen and half lacs, 
and sixteen lacs for his Sawa.ri. 
. 5. The next year, however, the Court oC Directors sarcastically 
reproached their Governor (Mr. Cartier) with not having taken 
advantage of the nonage oC the new Subadar to reduce his stipend to 
sixteen lacs .. while a minor," and this was done in defiance of the 
above treaty, and although on His Highness coming of age he 
repeatedly applied Cor the ful6lment oC the treaty of 1770, he never 
obtained any addition to his reduced stipeud, although the Court had 
expressly stated this reduction should take place during hi. "')nags. 
The late Nazim Humayun Jab, in a letter to Lord William Bentinck, 
described this transaction in the following dignified manner: -" In 
1770 the Government of India had entered into a treaty with the 
minor Nazim Mobaruck-ul-Dowlah, and about two years after, Mr. 
Cartier, their Governor, had the unpleasant task of informing the 
N azim that the Court of Directors were of opinion that a sum some
thing under sixteen lacs was quite sufficient for the N awab N azim 
during his nonage, his income was curtailed accordingly. I forbear 
offering any observation on this tran8&Ction. Your Lordship'. own 
mine!. will suggest what must have been jelt, and what might have 
been .aid. The Mani Begum remonstrated as strongly as she could, 
and Mr. Hastings (then Governor-General) promi.ed that on the 
N azim's coming of age, his situation should be taken into con.ide ..... 
tion;" but the promise made by him, and virtually contained in the 
order oC the Court of Directors, which referred to the youth oC the 
N azim, as the sole ground oC redu~tion, has been unredeemed. In 
1786, 21st July, the Court desired that relief might be afforded to the 
Nawab either by better manngement of his stipend, or even by an 
immediate augmentation of it. 

6. In consequence, Lord Cornwallis (Srd September, 1790) proposed 
various economical arrangements with a view of liquidating Hi. High
nes9's debts, and proposed that the N a.zim should lay by two lacs per 
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annum for this purpose, and to provide for his increasing family, 
But at that time the N aW&b's establishment cost about twelve 1&C8, 
neolrly four i&CS more being devotel to the pensions of Mani Begum 
and other relations and dependants, that His Highness was never able 
to lay by anything. The Gilvernor-GeneraJ. declared the stipends of 
the relatioM of the N awab hereditary after having .. inquired of the 
Nawab Nazim the names of those he wishes to dismiss from the 
Establishment;" but the pensions of dependants were to be .. at the 
option of the Prince to withdraw, and on their demise it shall rest with 
tue N awab to continue them ill toto, or in part to their heirs, and of 
such pensions as by his own determination shall be resumed one-hlllf 
to the payment of his debts." The Governor-Generlll lays down the 
principle that the disposlll of stipends should not "'n allY w'se be at 
tke pleasure of (JoveNlmellt further than to prevent partilllity." He 
adls,-" I 'propose that there shall be flO ot!&er-ckeck over the N awab 
in the disposal of the sums left to him (which inclnded the stipends of 
his relations and dependants) than shall prevent the misconduct of 
his servants, and this I think sufficient by the interference of the 
Governor-GeneraJ.'n case of compla.nt." This was the first time the 
Government interfered with the disposal of His Highness's income of 
sixteen !&cs. 

7. In 1802 a Committee appointed by Lord Wellesley to act in 
concert with His Highness the Nawab and Mani Begum, to revise the 
whole system of the Nizamut, had recommended that on Her High
ness Mani Begum's decease, her stipend of 1,44,000 sicca rupees 
per annum should be appropriated for the payment of the Nawab 
Nazim's debts, and for building' expenses, marriage portions, and 
other purposes for which the Government had hitherto made ad
vances. 

In 1813 the Mani Begum died, and in 1816 Mr. Edmonstone drew 
up a Memol"&ndum, showing the want of due snperintendence over 
Nizamut affairs, the impossibility of the Judge affording this superin
tendence, and recommending the appointment of an officer of high 
rank and peculiar quaii6cations "for this purpose." .. The sIIlary of 
this officer should be high, not less than 36,000 rupees per annum, 
exclusive of a sum for house-rent and Establishment. It should be in 
point of salary above the office of Magistrate of a City or Zillah, 
llSpecilllly at a station so expensh'e as Moorshedabad, where he would 
be obliged to maintain a certain appearance, and this, in order to 
avoid frequeut changes in the agent, which would be a great public 
inconvenieuce. In a' situation where illicit advantages would be so 
abundantly' held forth, and might be so securely enjoyed, a liberal 
salary should on generaJ. principles be assigned." Mr. Edmonstone 
recommended this a.rrangement, on the ground that it would impose 
no financilll burden on the Company, and would accomplisb an 
effectulll reform ill the Nizamut. The amount of stipends which has 
lapsed was upwards of five 1&C8, chiefly arising from the arrears of 
Mani Begum's stipend since hel' death. To this it was proposed to 
add two lacs, .aid to be due by the Nazim to the Government, and' 
to be paid out, of Mani Begum'. persono.l property. Mr. Edmonstone. 
remarks that .. the question is not· whethel' the Company is bound 
prrmallenlly 10 apply the sum of .i",teen lacs to the support of the 
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Nizamut, on which point forcibl~ arguments might be advanced on 
both sides" . (although the treaty with Mobaruck-ul-Dowlah and hi. 
predecessors would appeal' to settle this point in favour of His Higl,. 
nes$'s successors fOl,' e"er), .. but the actual question WM, whetlll'r 
lapsed stipends should be applied to nn arrangement, the exclusiv~ 
object of which is the proRperity and the pecuniary benefit of the 
Nizamut. The mode of such application hM always been determine.1 
by Government·." lhis minute WIlS approved by the Governo1'
General in Vounci!. Mr. Monckton was deputed to ask His High
ness's consent, which was given, and the proposed sum of seven lucs 
WM invested. It WM stipulated that •. the advantage arising from 
the discount on paper will belong to the Nizamnt, and is to /,e 
accounted for to His Higkness tke Nawab" (Governor-Genel',,1 hi 
Council). 

The Nawnb requested .. an assurance from the Governor-General 
that these funds shonld be considered as appertaining to tile Niz8l1lut, 
and not liable under any ckange of circumstances to be diverted to 
purposes foreign to the interest of the house of JalIier Ali Khan," 
'Xhe Governor-Genera.!. assured His Highness that this fund is, and 
will be considered as tke inalienable property of His Higkne.os'. 
family over and above the sixteen lacs of rupees assigned for its 
snpport. Regarding the right of the Nawab Nazim t.o 16,00,000 per 
annum, and also to the money thus invested, there can be therefore no 
question. . . . 

In 1823, the Governor-Genera.!. pledged himself in a letter to the 
Nawllb Nazim to a scrupuWtUI adherence to subsisting engagements, 
and to the obligations of public faith ·and honour. This assurance was 
repeated verbatim by Lord Auckland. 

8. In 1823, the arrears of Mani Begnm's stipend from 1816 to 
1823 amounted to seven and a half lacs in the Collector's Treasury. 
The Governor-General in Council desired that .. six lacs may be 
invested to the best advantage, and the paper held in deposit in the 
"ame manner as that provided for the payment of the Agency." 
This sum. formed AIani Begnm's Deposit. Fund. It was invested 
.. for the benefit of the Nizamut, and is clearly on the same terms as 
the Agent's Deposit Fund, the inalienable property of IIis Highness'S 
family." It was intended principally, "in the first instnm'e, to build a 
palaee for His Highness, to which the Government considered itself 
pledged." 

9. At this time, those who had received the largest stipends, sllCli 
as Mani Begnm aud Rubbee Begnm, being deceased, the annual 
amount of lapsed stipends amounted to neBrly three lakhs of rupee •. 
Other allowances had been grant,ed by the Nazim and sanotioned by 
the Supreme Government: but after deducting these there remained 
upwards of two lalrha per annum, and the Governor-General in 
Council proposed to the Nazim that" on condition of Government 
witlulrawing from all interference in auditing his accounts, His High
ness should con.ent to allow this sum of two lakha per an·n"'" to 
accumulate in the Collector's Treasury in$tead of beil.g spent in his 
owg." "'l'he Governor-General pledged himself that the British 
Government will, in that c ..... , undertake the payment in future from 
that fllnd of all l,"org~8for new building" f)r other up .... es legiti-
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m~tely cIa.imable from it." Some" of these are previously specified; a 
lu.kh was granted for renewing any part of His Highness's establish
ment. which may be defective," portioning the danghters of the 
family was named, and the object of the fund is stated to be " to place 
in the hands of Government a means for relieving any exigenmea in 
which the family might be involved." The Deposit Fund formed from 
lapsed stipends was styled" a SafN'ed Inheritance Of·tke Nizamut." 

The Governmeut prfnJed they did not wish to increase the Deposit 
Fund above two lakhs by ordering that the one lakh remaining of the 
oomImulated stipends, should be made over" to His Highness to meet 
"the stipends of the daughters of His late Highness," &c, with full 
liberty to appropriate any "excess to plll'poses connected with the 
"splendour and credit of his exalted. station. "-" It is by no means 
" the desire of Government to increase indefinitely the appropriations 
" for the benefit of the Deposit Fund to two lakhs of rupeei', i.e., one
H eighth of the entire Nizamut stipends, and the Governor-General in 
" Council would not wisk to make it larger, at the same tizne it would 
" not be advisable to reduce the Fund below one lakh and a half, or to 
"trench on the amount of Mani Begum's stipend, which has for so 
.. long a tizne been set apart for the purpose." It is evident that 
Mani Begum'S stipend was part of the annual two lu.khs. "The 
•• British Government will reliuquish all desire to 'ncrease thefu,mA, 
., pledging itself on the lap.e of any future 8tipend to consider. tke sug
.. ue.tions of His Higkneas as to its allotment, and except under 
.. special circnmstances, to assign tkewkolefor tke benijltOftkefamily 
" and its dependents." 

His Highness's patronage. and influence amongst the members of 
the Nizamut will be strengthened ~y the knowledge that his recom
mendations on behalf of individuals will be sure of due attention The 
interest was to be re-invested. The Court of Directors sanctioned the 
arrangements made. They pronounce the Deposit Fund" tke property 
" of the Nizamut generally," and add, "the knowledge that you dOl 

. " not contemplate any furtker increase of the Deposit Fund, 8Jftd your 
.. resolutions for applying it will probably obviate aDY recurrence of 
that distrllst which uppears to have existed in the minds of successive 
N azizns on the suqject of your intentions with respect to that fund" 

Thus from the arrears of Mani Begum's stipend three distinct funds 
have been formed-the first styled LlgB1fCJI ])eposit Fund, set apart in 
1816 for the payme •• t of the Governor-GeneraJ's Agent and his estab~ 
lishment; the second called Mam Reg_'s or the Niztimut DepoMd 
the Lapsed Stipend or Nizamut P.nsion Fttnd, which was Iio consish 
of the arrears of Mani Begum's stipend and ot.hers, whieh l!'light lapse 
up to tke extent of two laleks per. ann_ and 106· ml/re, was intended for 
Co the benefit of the Nizamut generally, includiIltt the Nizamut per
aonollv." 

10: But the oocumulationeflapsed stipends, which ought to have 
taken place in the N awab's Treasury to complete the annllal sum of 
two lakhs, was by no means regular. Mr. Sterling, in a note placed on 

. record in 1833, reoommends Co that an demands on this RCCOunt should 
be relinquished, and that the whole of the Nizamut stipends should be 
made ovel' to the N awab, with the exception of one pension 'Of 60,000 
rupees, 811rl Mnn! Begum's stipend, t.J1US limiting the accumulations o~ 
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the fuud to Mani Begum'. stipend of Sa. Rs. 1,44,000 a ycnr. He 
adds-" I imagine the latter amount Sa. Rs. 1.4t.000 is adequate to the 
"legitimate purposes of the fund, viz .• buildings Bnd the occasiouul 
.. relief and benefit of the different members of the family, includiug 
.. His Highne.s himself. and I do "at 8ee that fI'e have a"y right to keel' 
"back from the Nazim II. le.'·ger portion of the sixteen la.hs assigned 
Co by Treaty than suftkes for the above objects." Thll.t the sum pro
posed· was. as Mr. Sterling con.idered it,. ample. is proved by the 
difficulty that has .ince beeu felt in disposing of the Deposit, Ifund. 

11. At this period the Nazim's in~ome was insufficient. Hi. 
establishment cost nearly fourteen le.khs annually. Even do ring the 
long minority of Humayun Jah. when the Governor'General. as repre
sented by his Agent. was guardian and managed everything ... the sum 
considered applicable to the Nazim's own household was quite in
sufficient to maintain it on the scale fixed by the Committee (in 1802) 
and considered proper by the Government" (N. N. to G. G. lot 
December 1834). ~'he accounts were so confu.ed that no one could 
under.tand them; and in spite of the pledge that" the Government 
would withdraw from all interference in auditing His Highness'. 
account.... and although the Governor-General considered thllt it 
might perhaps be sufficient to secure the due payment of stipend •• 
that the agent should be read,V to receive c"".pfaint8." yet the inter
ference had been so constant and so minute that it had deprived the 
NaziID of all power over his own affairs. His Highness had consented 
to the formation of the Deposit Fund, bllt so far from" the remainder 
Qf the sixteen lakhs being delivered to him to be disbursed according to 
loia pleasure" in the time of H umllYUD J ah. the N awab N azim had no 
IlOntrol over his own servants! He could' not di.miss a man on three 
rupees a month. or even dispose of a few loose discoloured pea1'is and 
p1'eciou. slone., without the sanction of Government. Captain 
Thoresby says," &C('Ording to the complicated undefinable forms now 
in force, the exertion of an efficient col\trol OR the part of the N azim 
would be "ext to impo.aible," 

During the minority of Nawab NaziID Humayon Jah, although the 
expenditure was under the Agent Governor-General'. special manage
~ent. a very large debt had been incurred. No accurate account. had 
beel\ kept. and no effect.ual supervision exercised. On the f!l'Ound that 
this debt was incurred under the guardianship of the A gent to the 
Governor-General, it was paid Ollt of the surplus of tho Deposit Fund 
(Court of Directors, No. 40. 10th February, 1836). Thi. prove. that 
no amount of interference (for at this time 8<'counts of every item wet'e 
:\'equired from His Highness) was found. effectual to introduce order. 

12_ Captain Thoresby, therefore. proposed that the Agent to the 
Governor-General should pay all t,he stipends, and that His Highness 
should receive the remainder of the sixteen le.khs for his personal 
expenditure. without the obligation of giving any account thereof. A 
new arrangement wos. thl'refore. entered into belween the N swab 
Nazim and the Governor-General in Council to the following effect :-
1st. Customary perqUisites under the name of Mamulats Zamostami. 
&e., given by Hi, Highness should be commuted to cash payments, 
,nd on the deceue of the recipients, " If there are DO heirs Ilntitled to 
tuceeed to it, the. rnenion .hall be to th. ~-;I("m"t Tr~a.U/·.¥. i.,., to 
~h .. Xawab Xazim. 
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5. Also that pensions which ha .. " 6~en, or may herea.fter be, assigned 
to servants and dependants shall retJ~t to the Nizamvt 7re ...... ry as 
casualties occur, and be at th,. entire disposal of His Highne8 .• : 
stipends were to be kept sep"rate from the sum devoted to His High
ness's personal expenses. and the Treasnrer was to be answerable to the 
Agent as·well as to tM N,Iwa6 Nanm for the correctness of his issues 
and the existence of the balan.:"e" The Nawab NllZim was to have 
full liberty to mc>dify his establishment at his pleasure, and" with 
regard to entel·taining or discharging his servants he is at liberty to 
act as he pleases, witkollt any interfert'nce whatever" His Highneas 
formally consented (17th February, 1834), and it was settled and ex
plained that." although His Highness was thus relie,·ed (rom all 
responsibility connected with the stipends, every facility shollid be 
given for hi. making himself acquainted with the minutest details, and 
his wishes regardin." grants from tke lJeposit Fuud would 6e signified 
to tM A.gent, and attended to as heretofore." Sir Charles Metl·alfe, in 
giving his formal consent to this agreement, informs the Nawab Nazim 
tbat .. Agent Governor-General has b.:"en directed to consider it as the 
rule nnder which Nizamut affairs are her~after to 6e administered." 

13. His Highness, actuated by fear that his income might be inde
finitely encroached upon. and in the deepest distress and anxiety" re
garding the position and income which would be left to his son," 
addressed Lord William Bentinck, then Governor-General, in a private 
letter, reqnesting t. that the iucoIDe set apart for his own use should 
be secured to him and to the Nazims for ever, the younger sons of the 
family falling back into the rank .of Ak."Ob'l.S, and being provided for as 
usual out of the Deposit Fund" 

The Agent writes, "I think he apprehends that if he reduces his 
expenses a smaller in.come than he now receiv~s will, after a year or 
two, be considered sufficient for him." To this Lord William Bentinck, 
replied by proposing to "confirm to the Nazim and his suceeSSOI"B tbe 
Bum now actually received, provided the remainder of the Nizamut 
Fund .hall eTer hereafter be at the absolute dispos,u ·of the British 
Government, subject only. to the condition of providing for existing 
eollateral branches of the Nizamut Family, and completing the 
Palace." The N nzim naturally objected to thllse hard and novel teT-ms, 
and never answered the Governor-General's letter. The reason of this· 
.ilence waa inquired, but although His Highness expressed his wish 
that Captain Thoresby's plan for paying his relations, through the 
Agent's Office shonld be carried out, he C()uld not 6e persuaded to en
tertain the Go .. erno,.·Gen~al'8 propo.<itWn, and when pressed for an 
answer e .. pressly declined it. In a p~vate letter to the Agent, His 
Highness remarked" this. is a strange arraugement and an odd way of 
fulfilling promises, 24th November, 1835. 

The Mamulats, or perquisites given by His Highness to his relations, 
were worth about 1.20,000, and these h.·ing paid together with the 
stipends by the Agent, only about five and a half lakhs were left at 
His Highness's disposal, On discovering ·how small the Nazim.'s 
income would be, Sir Charles Metcalf reiterated Lord William 
Bentinck's proposal for fixing the N a1im's income, offering in case of 
hi. consenting, to pa.g tluJ ma.mulats out of the Deposit Fund. Bub 
Hi. Highness's mind W8S made up not to ellle .. into any agt"eemelle of 
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tAe nature proposed. His Highness not only rejected this proposition 
in words, but his paymeut of the mamuluts himself undeniably proves 
that he dicl so, aud yet this rejected proposal has severnl times been 
ignorantly spoken of as a valid ,agreement. Had he wished to do so, 
His Highness had no right to enter into suph au 8greement, for th" 
Agency Deposit Fund had been declared" the in81i~nable property of 
His Highness's family," Mani Brgum's Deposit Fund was held in 
deposit in tM same manner for tke benrjit of the Nitamut, the lapsed 
stipend Fund was pronounced by the Gov .... nol'·Genernl in Council a 
"sacred inkeritance of tke Nizamllt." and the Court of Direltors 
acknowledged the whole Deposit Fund 8S •. the property of tho 
Ni.o.mut genernlly, and not public money." The No.wab Na.zim had 
therefore no power to make over this fllnd to Gvvt'rument, as it was of 
the nature of au entailed estate, in which he himself had only a life 
interest. Captllin Thoresby's agl'eelllent is, therefore, tke last entered 
into. 

14. The Agreement of 1834 was scarcely concluded when both it 
and that of 182S were violated. Government directed that 62,6 W 
rupees lapaed stipends, should be added to Mani Begum's stipend to 
lllake up the two lakhs a·year payable to the Deposit Fund by the 
agreement of IH23, but in opposition to the repeatell pledges then 
given that" no mere" than two lakhs should be the foundation of 
another Deposit Fund, wkick will recei.'e conUnllal accessions from 
the decease of the different stipendiaries. It has just' been agreed that 
all pensions of dependent's were to revert to His Highness and be at 
his sole disposal. The pensions of relations had been hereditary siul'e 
1796, and ·when lapsed were to be assigned for the beneUt of the 
family and according to His Highness's suggestions, 1823. 

The British Governlllent in 1823 rtlinquisked.all de.i .. e to inerea,e 
the fund. This was an express and formal agreement witk His Higk. 
1Ie83, who honourably fulfilled his part of it, hut Sir Charles Metcalfe 
iII" 1836, witkout any agreeme1ft with the Nazilll. affirms that .. the 
Deposit Fund ,,>ill increase every year b!J the savings arising from nll 
lapsed stipends accumulating in the Collector'. Troosury." 

15. His Highnes. in the neW plan for paying stipend. through t,he 
.Agent beinll carried out, expressed a very strong wish that he should 
c<>ntinue to give receipts for the whole amount of the st.ipend of six
teeu lakhs. He seems to apprehend that the right of the f.unily to 
the whole amount may be rendered les. secure by hi. granting rec~ipts 
ior apart only. This was approved, and ilis Highness continues to 
grant receipts for the whole sum to tht' present day. 

16. In IH37, the interest ou the Deposit Fund being (upwards of 
three lllkhs, one lakh of which was clearly due to His llighness) much 
larger than wao required for ordinary purposes, the permanent charge 
being only 72,000 rupees, the A gent to Govemor·Genernl desired 
.. that part should be employed in municipal improvements, roads, 
tanks, &c., which would tend to the comfort, convenience and credit 
of the Nitamut." There was nlso a surplus of above three lakhs in 
the collector's hands which was applied towar<ls the pulnce, Immam
barah, and minority. Lord Auckland sanctioned the IInion of the 
t,hree Deposit ]<'un<ls IIndcr the title of Nizalllllt Dl'posit I-und, but de· 
~Iined to mILke uny rulc" for "Ill'l""prialing the s"l"l'llIo illl'oml' o. it, 
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may be lapsed; that, without any formal appropriation of the surplus, 
His H;9Ane.'8 tA" Nowab Nazim will btl induced to accede to an!! rea
sonable propositiollB for its disposal: such as building or repair of 
houses belonging to the Nizamnt family, marriage portions, or muni
cipal improvements;" thus clearly recognizing "the Nazim's right 
over the Deposit Fund." It is spoken of by the' Agent as "not the 
property of Government." this being then an a<'kno .. ledged fact. Th .. 
Vourt of Directors, in 1840, required a more liberal application of the 
Deposit Fund to the relief of individuals than at present prlU'tised : for 
example in relieving the distress caused by inundation. •• The Deposit 
Ifund is not (as stated by the Deputy-Governor) public mone!!, but 0 

part of the assig"ment b.V trealy of fhe family. 01 which part is alIo"'e(l 
to accumulate for its general benefit." Not only should grants in 
favour of the dependents be more ,nOf'e freely made, but a revision of 
the genl"ral allOWlinccs of the family should take place, wit h a view ot' 
increasing the provision of those whose stipends are inadeqfl(lte to thei.· 
rank or to the claims on them, or whose "onduct entities them to a 
mark of approbation from Governm"nt. Thus administered, th .. 
Fund might be made an instrument of moral discipline, fOl' which 
no other obvious expedient presents itself. The Court thus distinctly 
reproves the Deputy-Governor. • 
. For at least four years after the conclusion of the new arrangement 
in 1834, 1838, and 1839, the amount deducted from the Nawab Nazim 
(upwards of 8 Inkhs) wns fully spent on stippnds, fresh ones having 
been granted, as W88 cnstomary, to the family of Hnmayun Jail on 
that prince's decease. :But during tile mi"Of-iiy of His present High
ness stipends began to lapse, and were absorbed for the flrst time into 
the Deposit Fund, contrary to aJl previous agreements. 

After his majority His Highness remonstrated vehemently against 
the infringement of his rights, especially on the death of gt'8.Ild aunt, 
:BallU :Begum, when he claimed her stipend of Rs 2,000, and her 
mamulat of Rs. 1,900, as property reverting to himself, both a.s Nawab 
Nazinl and as ller sole heir. 

His Higlmess entered fully into the question of his rights in 1837; 
and considering that His Highness, after the regular neeesaR!'y dis
bUrBep:1ents of his establishment have been defrayed, has only Co.'s 
Rs. 1.400 a month at his disposal for alI usual expenses, religious 
festivals, clothes. &c., it is not to be wondered at that, as the Agent. 
to Governor-Generol na.'ively complains, he should always revert to 
the subject of the lapsed stipends, .. neither should it be forgotten that 
the government of the country was confided to the :British, on the 
faith that the Nizamut of :Bengal, :Behar, and Orissa should be suitably 
maintained. • 

17. :But under Lord Dalhousie's administl'9.tion matters were en
tirely reversed. He was the fl.·at who affirmed that the Deposit Fund 
W&8 at the entire disposal of G01Jernment, and that the Nawab Nazim 
had no claim to or any control 0""" it. .. In consequence lapsed 
stipends began to be spoken of as reverting to Government." 

In 1854 the Al(ent of the Governor-General brOught to His Lord
ship's notice that the snm of nearly 24. lak1ls was lying undrawn 
in the Collector's Trellsury. aml requested to know if this should 
not be in .. ested 60 as to give His Highness's famil,y thE' bencfit of the 
interest. 
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. In former days investments were ordered 10 be made to tM best ad
f'MJtage. Even the unused interest on the Deposit Fund W88 10 be 
re-invested; even" the discount on these trait.actions belonged to 
tile Nizamut and was to be accounted fO,. to Ria RiglltJe88." The 
Agent W88 directed 10 .. ;flvest all minority savings for the benefit of the 
minor." Lord Dalhousie considered the Deposit Fund unn~ee.sarily 
large; and, instesd of fulfilling the obvious obligation of reswring all 
but two lakhs per annum 10 the Nazim, he ordered that no more of tile 
capital should be invested, but that it should henceforward be con
sidered 88 a mere book-debt bearillf/ "0 interest. 

Since then grants from the Deposit Fund have been refused for the 
very objects for which it was instituted, ez. gra. for saving the burial
grounds of His Highness's family and ot.her bnildings belonging to the 
Nizamut from destruction by the annual encroachments of the river. 
This is one flngi"ant C88e. '1 here are otht'rs. 

One fertile source of these infra<,tions of solemn agreements appea,.. 
t.o have been the frequent change of Agents which took place just at 
t!J.e time of the last arrangements. There were no less than six 
"hanges in the Agent Governor-Generals from July 1833 10 April 1836 . 
.A new Agent appelU'S often to have misunderstood or been ignorant of 
the rights of the Nawab, and others unwittingly to have misled' the 
Supreme Government into breaches of foith Bu,·h 88 the above. 

'1'hat this W88 involuntary, and arising from ignorance, is manifest 
by Mr. Melville at one time recommending the resumption of mamulat., 
and yet expressing himself 88 follows :-" One principal duty of the 
Agent under the instructions in force has always appeared 10 me 10 
be to protect thia Prince from the perpetual tendency of subordinate 
anthorit.ie. 10 encroach upon such rights and privileges as it has becn 
deemed just and expedient to reserve to this family." 
. But a breach of faith can never become a precedent or rule. These 
must be sought in deliberate stipulations and promises, and it . is 
surely enough for a just Government that on the accession of Hi. 
present Highness, he was proclaimed under authority of the Govern
ment of India to be Nazim and Soubadar of Bengal, Behar, and 
Oriss&, and to have assumed and to exercise the authorities, dignities, 
and privileg~s thereof, 12th December, 1838, and that the late Go
Ternor-General solemnly promised, on his arrival, to promote the in
terests and establill4 tM aut40,.it!l of all the Native Princes by strict 
obae,."ance of and enduring fulfilment of, compact and treaty in te,.".. 
of e:risting condition., stipulatioflll, and arliclu, aN"a"ged. and con
,,~rled. 

On the Slst March, 1853, His Highness the Nawab Nazim Ferodun 
J nh, was out. on a shooting excursion with a Bnite. of about 2,000 per
Bons· During his absence, one Hossaini missed a box belonging to his 
m88ter (one of His Highness's eunuchs, named Miah Arlum), and 
lIaddi. a lad, was seized on Buspicion; and being beaten, pointed out 
a beggar, named Hingoo, as his accomplice. Both the prisoners re
peatedly gave false information 88 to where the missing property W88, 

and each time the discovery of their deceit W88 followed by unmerciful 
beating. Tln·y Wf're beaten several tImes in or near the tente of the 
cnnuchs (which was about 60 yards from thut of Hi. Highn_ with 
an ollter konath or wall of canfos b,·tween), a native dodor W8, ("aUed 
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on to &ttend them, who gav" them poultices, &0" but ou the 5t.h and 
6th April, they died, in the little tent of Etwari, the father of Maddi, 
which was three or four yards beyond the tent of the meshs or 
eunuchs. 

On the 6th May, a. petition was presented to the Sherishtah DewnDi, 
or Dewa.n's Office-of the Nizamut, purporting to be from the mother 
of Ma.ddi, accusing Aman Ali Khan, His Highness's chief e\IDuC'h. 
then ooting Dewan, and several othprs, of the mqrder of her son. The 
Na1.iin issued immediate orders for an enquiry. All the witnesses 
stated that the lad had died of cholera, in spite of the administration 
of laudanum and calcined gold, which the doctor Zummaik oondidly 
confesses did not do him much good. The doctor sta.ted that ten or 
twelve other peI'llons had died of cholera in the C'8ffip, and man.Y more 
in the villages. The brother and mother of Maddi dpposed that sh ... 
had prPsented no petition to the Agent or anyone else, and her seal 
was not on the one produced. Etwari, the father of the lad, dedarcd 
t.hat he had seen him die of cholera. His Highness naturally believeol 
this, especially as Aman Ali Khan had been with him from childhood, 
and His Highness reposed" entire confidence in him." 

Tho accused persons were tried at 1I1oorshedabad in September, 1853. 
On a·careful perusal of the proceedings, the following conclusions can 
searcely be avoided. 

1st. That although Maddi and Hingoo were most cruelly beaten, 
and it is in the highe-t degree probable that they died from the beating, 
there is no posiUue proof that they did BO. 

2nd. There was apparently no concealment in the matter; they 
were beaten openly. 

3rd. The only persons who accuse Aman Ali of having been con
cerned in beating these unfortunate men, are Hossaini, the approver, 
who had lost the box and (who had undoubtedly beaten them himself.) 
a leper, a temporary cook, and a discharged Burkundauz, who lived 
chieOy by begging, and an elephant-driver who had tied up the 
accused. These men all gave contradictory evidence. The Judges of 
the Sudder Nizamut felt constrained .. to discard the evidence of the 
first four witnesses in toto." The leper affirmed that he saw Aman 
Ali Khan, the first of His Highness's officers in rank and authority, 
'cutting a bamboo with his own lands and then beating the prisoners 
with it; a statement bearing the strongest marks of improbability on 
the very face of it; his evidence was pronounced by the Sessions' 
Judge not entitled to much credit. as the discrepu.ncles in it are irre
ronl,ileable. The disl·harged Burkundauz d~clared that Maddi and 
Hingoo were brought before His Highness who ordered their release, 
but that Amn.n Ali count.ermanded it, and threatened to blow them 
away from a gun! His e'l'idence to use the words of the Court" teem
f'd with improbabilities Ilnd gross contradictions." Three wit.nesscs (in 
a much more respectable station in life) denied that Aman Ali Khan 
had beaten the two accused men, and testify that on hearing they 
had been beaten, he had a.t two different times sent orders that t1&e.v 
.Mula bll released. George Shapcott lHis Highness's coachman, 
whose evidence was unive""u.lly acknowledged as trustworthy) testified 
that when Maddi at Naugeriah accu,sed a third person named Janghi, 
the latter WIIB seized, and would have been beat.en by the camel-driver, 
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who had most cruelly beaten Maddi, when Shapcott intel·fered and 
by the use of Arnall Ali Khan's na.me e!fectually stayed the meditated 
injustice. . . 

4th Aman Ali had no motive for taking up the matter with any 
violence. 'l'he box wns not his, and was apparently of little vlLlue. 
At the same. time he had, a8 the favourite of the Nazim, innumerable 
enemies asking his downflLll. 

The MahommedlLn Law Ollit'er found Aman Ali Khall guilty of 
"instigating the beating 'on violent presumption," and of privity t.o 
the crime on full pruof. . 

There was clearly no proof that Aman Ali Khan hlld ordered the 
men to be beaten, and the Ses.ions J uelge gave his opinion as fol
lows :-" After clLrefully weighing the whole of the evidence against 
him, I am 110t satisfied with that part which would implicate him as 
the instigator; which he would be, if it were satisfactorily proved 
that he gave orders fat the two men to be beaten," ani pronounced 
that he was only proved to have been an aceesaary after tke fact. 

The Sudder Nizamut considered that it was proved that the prisoner 
had forbidden the ill-treatment of the vict.ims, and thl\t there was 
no proof of kis be;"g accessor!! "after the fact and aequitted kim. 
They also found .the convicted prisoners guilty of culpable homicide," 
not of murder, for by their calling on a doctor to attend the victims 
and dre.s their wounds, it appears that in spite of their inhumanity 
that they had no intention of callsing death. It was not to be won
dered at that His Highness should be satisfied with the verdict of the 
Court and should have believed Aman Ali Khan innocent, and trented 
him accordingly. The Nazim had in the meantime appointed Rai 
Prosonno Narain Deb Bahadoor to the office of Dewan, which Aman 
Ali Khan had exercised without being formally invested with it. Lord 
Dalhousie, in defiance of the solemn verdict of the highest Court of 
Justice iu Iudia, decided that Amon Ali Khan was .,,"'ilt.fI, and that 
the act of His. Highness in agreeing with the Sudder Nizamut by 
believing him innocent, was a. proof of his own complicity in the 
murdeI'. . His Lordship might quite as reasonably have come to the 
same conclusion regarding the Judges themselves. He clllled for nn 
explanation from the Nazim, and the expressions he used in so doing 
sufficiently show that he had made up his mind not only ns to the guilt 
of the acquitted eunuchs, but· as to that of the Nawab Nazim himself. 

It WI\8 quite necessary in His Lordship'S opinion" t.hat the NawRb 
N aziru uuder whose very '1Iea this monstrou. outl'age of humanity has 
been perpetrated, should be required to give an explanation of hi. 
conduct in the matter, that measures shoul<l be taken to Dlark the 
sense entertaiued by Govel'Oment of such pro~eedings, and that safe
gua.rde should be provided against repetition of them in future." 

Again, the Nawab Nazim WI\8 required to state "why h .. faileel to 
exert his authority to prevent the pprpetration of so outrageous a 
crime, almost in lois eerg pre.ence," thus taking for granted tkat 
His Highness had been cogllizRl1t of it. These word. demonstrate 
that. His, Lordship had .come to a foregone conclusion, and that any 
explanatIOn would be wholly ine!fectual. 

The Governor-General pronollll~ed not only that Aman Ali KhRn 
"had failed to U8e the il10llem'e he had to prevent the crime" 
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(though the Sudder Adawlut hnd pronounced him jgnorant of it) 
but that .. from His Highuess's tent being only 50 y'ld'ds from where 
the men were tortured" and from his having the eunuchs doily to 
.. dine with him.," he mU8t have been himself cogoizant of the torture, 
of the death that ensued from the torture, and of the falseness of the 
rumour which ascribed the death of these men to cholera! 

The first reason 101' this string of accusations was that. the Nazim's 
tent had been pitched about 50 yards from the place where the 
WlfortWlate victims had been kept. His Highness's known gentle
neas and humanity of charact.er, which are such that he cannot preTail 
upon himself to kill the camel at the Bakri Eed, but merely touches 
it with a lallce and then withdraws wIllie it is slaughtered, his 
Europeall education and ideas, the facts that he was absent from his 
tent during tho greater part of elWh day, and that much, if not most 
of the cruelty took place at a diyhneejrom. Camp, a..-ailed him nothing. 
It was, forgott.ell how Wllikely a few cries were to attract attention 
amid the bustlEl of a large Camp. Even had they beell heard, .which, 
considering how completely the double walls of a. large double-poled 
tent deaden sound, especially at such a. distance,- aad tha.t there was 
moreover a.n outer high wall of canvas bet.ween the two tents, an ,( tha.t 
His Highness was lcarcely e..-er in his tent sa..-e at dinner, when he 
was serena.ded all the time by his band, retiring to rest immediately 
afterwa.rds, was not very probable. His HighD.ess in talking the 
matter over freely with an old n'iend, related that he had all one 
occasion (he did not say whether in or out of his tent) heard some 
cries, and inquired the reason, to which Ama.n Ali Kha.n replied tha.t 
it was a case of cholera., a.nd, added t1ie Prince, .. of course I beLieved 
h· " un. . 

The second reasoll was tha.t the eunuchs had .. dined daily fD'th 
His Highness " Would a.D.y one, especially a.ny Prince, like to be 
made responsible f<,l" a.ll the acts of those who dined daily Witll him P . 
Is it then proba.ble that these men, had they committed or beell 
a.ware of this atrocity, would h.ve chosen their huma.ne master as their 
confidant instea.d of ca.refully concealing the matter from him f It is 
to be remarked that the only evidence which proves tha.t Ama.n Ali 
Khan knew of the accused persons being twiee beaten, proves that on 
each occasion he ga.ve orders forbidding their ill-trea.tment. It is 
nowhere proved that he knew the extent of the cruelty, or that it had 
resulted in death. 

Mr. Trevor, the Prosecutor for Government~ whose letter to the 
Secretary to Governm~nt against the decision of the Sudder Ada.wlut, 
appears to have been in some degree the basis of the Governor
General's opinion, considers that the a.cquitted Eunuchs were guiJ.ty of 
nothing more than privity (i.e. knowledge without consent of an! 
crime), a.nd that the ends of justice would have been fully a.nswered by 
a slight fine. _ 

The truth seems to have been that Arnan Ali Khan knew of at least 
two beatings which he sent to put a. stop to; that these beatings were 
continued and inllicted chielly a.t a distance from Ca.mp, as at Noug
huria, beyond what Aman Ali Khan a.nd the other eunuchs knew of. 
~'ha.t the perpetrators themselves did not intend to kill their victims; 
that II' hen .they found they had gone too f.r, they called in the native 
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doctor to endeavour to cure the unfortunate men, aud th,\t probabl.'I' 
their death, and certainly the cause 'of it, W&8 concealed from their 
superiors, and most especially that His Highness, a9 he affirlll8 (and 
his character gives him every right to be implicitly believed) was in 
total ignorance of the whole mattet'. 

The GO'fernor·Gelleral's agt'nt wriwa on this oCC&8ion,-" Hia Bigh
n~8S hIlS invariably declared that he was never made cognizant of the 
fact that dt'ath ensue.i in I'Onsequence of the maltreatment which the 
unfortunate creatures, Maddi and Hingoo, received." M~ior M .. o
gregor quoted testimony of General Raper, who perhaps knew the 
character of the yonng N .. wab better than anyone, and who obsened 
that "&8 a boy he had nevet' shelon the smallest propenaity to c,.uelty 
0;' tnillchitf," and adde, "fortner agents, nnd everyone who knows the 
Na.zim, .peak of him as kind, generous, and humane." 

Major Macg ... gor'. opinion WIlS that the N awab N azim "muat have 
heard a false account of the aifair," but it se!"lOS unnecessary to suppose 
that he had heard allY ether than the account which was received by 
the Sudder Nizamut Conrt., and he could not be blamed for coming to 
the same conclusion. On receiving the Governor-General's letter, the 
Nazim immediately. disch .. rged five of the accused eunuchs, su.pended 
Aman Ali Khan from hi ... arious employments, and desired him to 
give in his accounts as soon OIL possible. 

In his answer to the Gov .. mor-General, His Highness expressed hi. 
grief at being held responsible for the conduct of his .ervants, and 
simply states the unden~\ble facts that during his shooting expedition, 
it was his habit to start early in the morning, take hi. breakfast on hie 
t'lephaut, retuM) overcome by f .. tigue, and soon retire to rest, and that 
consequently he knew very little of what went on in Camp, to which 
Mr. Garrett, the Judge of Beerbhoom, the Hononrable Mr. Eden, 
now at Baraeet, and other gentlemen who had ILCcompanied him, 
could bear witnes.. He solemnly declared that it never came to hi, 
knowledge I·hat a murder had been committed, Bnd mentioned thut he 
had caused inqniries to be made immediately the matter was brought 
to his notice, when it appeared that Hingoo and Maddi had died of 
cholera. In rt'ply to I.ord Dalhousie's inquiry .. why he continued to 
.how favour and countenance totho.e who (inEis Lo,.dship's opinion) 
were concerned in the murder," t·he N .. zim naturaU.v replied that 
.. when they wel·e acqnitted by the Sndder Court, after being 10 
stridly tried, I .. eally thought them to be not guilty." Hi. Highne.s 
seem. at first to have unt!erstood that the Governor-Gene,,>.! had 
odered the di.missal of the ennuchl, though nothing i .... id of thi' 
ill Lord Dalhousie's letter, but hearing nothing of the matter during an 
interval of four months, and having information that the aif .. ir had 
been referred to the Court of Directors, he thonght they never would 
sandion luch an inju.tic~ &8 punishing men for a crime of which they 
had been acquitted, nor such an interference with his own domestic 
arrangements, and therefore instead of depriving himself wholly of 
old and favourite atwndaDts, he .llowed them to continne among 
his retinue, although not exercising their fnnctions, nntil the matter 
shonld be finally decided. This turned out a mo.t unfortnnate step. 
l'he Agent reported thst they were still in Hia Highne •• •• .enica. 
and that AmBn Ali Khan had resumed his dutietl ... chief eunuch. 
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At length in March, Lord Dalhousie pronounced the Nawab Nazim's 
explanation, which bea.rs tr&th on the very face of it, to be most 
unsatisfactory (though one does not see what else an innocent man 
could have said) and the case aggravated by the mvour Hie 
Highnes" continues to show Arnan Ali Khan and the other eunuchs. 
The N azim was peremptorily required "to dismiss them altogether 
from his service," and to "hold no further communication with any 
of them." The Agent was required to " report within oue 
week" whether this " requisit.ion had been complied with or 
not." His Highness' was , refused permission, to go to Dinagepore 
for change of air, although Dr. Kean said he wanted exercise, and the 
excursion would do him a vast deal of good, "and His Lordship 
refused to sanction flllUier MI!I circumstances" 'the usual disbursement 
from the Deposit Fund for ilis Highness's travellmg expenses. 

The question is not whether the eunuchs' were innocent or guilty, 
but whether having been declared innocent by the highest Court of 
Justice in India, anyone had a. right to pronounce them guilty and to 
punish them as such, and even to go the length of punishing a 
defenceless, Prince, because he coincided in opinion with British 
Judges! His Highness had an undoubted right to be of the same 
opinion as the Sudder Nizamut, but this Lord Dalhousie would by no 
means permit, and being in the only position in the world in which a 
British Sovereign or subjeet can punish those' who have been legally 
acqnitted, he decided that the eunuchs were guilty, and punished Hie 
Highness for believing them innocent, not only by depriving him of 
air and exercise, and of his right to have his travelling expenses paid 
from the Deposit Fund, but by recommending to the Court of 
Directors to din1"jDish His Highness's stipend, to take away the salute 
of nineteen guM due to his rank as the acknowledged equal and 
brother of the Governor·General, or at least to diminish it to thirteen, 
" so that the Nawab should no longer receive in public as he now 
does, higher honours than the Members of the Supreme Government 
of India!" He even declined to comply with an Indent for Military 
Stores required for the Nazim's use, and brought in a Bill depriving 
His Highness, his family and relations. including the ladies, of all 
immunities and rights which had been secured to them by Treaties, by 
pledges from successive Governors-General, and by no less than four 
Acts of Council. The Treaties with the first four N azims of Bengal 
have been already given, Lord Dalhousie repealed all those Regulations 
and even condescended to use the plea that these .. privileges were a 
serious impediment to the course of justice." 

How this could be the case as they extended only to Civil and 
Revenue cases, and did not extend to criminal cases, was not explained, 
nor how the Acts of 1805 and 1806, which regulated the form of 
address to be used to the Nazim and his family, could possibly affect 
t.he course of justice! . 

In vain His Highness and the chief ladies in his family remonstrated. 
His Highness remarked it too plainly appeared .. that His Lordship'S 
mind is still intent on my degradation; the new Act completBII the 
humiliation and distrBIIses of this friend hy his depression and 
degradation with his family and friends, irrespective of the obligations 
MId provisions of ~ncient Treaties." N.ot only the injustice, but the 

~ 
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excessive severity of this treatment, is remarkable, when we recollect 
that the Prosecutor for Government considered that the ends of 
justice would have been fully a1l8toered hy a alight fine, inflicted on 
those whom he considered guilty only of privity, to the crime; but 
whom Lord Dalhousie appears to have considered as guilty of murder, 
thus going far beyoud even the Prosecutor. 

The persons accused were to be fined, the Prince in whose service 
they were was to be degraded in the eyes of all his countrymen, de
prived of his most valued privileges. 

The Court of Directors sanctioned all Lord Dalhousie's proposed 
measures except that instead of abolishing the salute-" it appeared 
sufficient that the number of guns be reduced from nineteen to thir
teen," and that they declined interfering with His Highness's income 
during his lifetime, thus causing the most serious alarm as to what they 
might be pleased to do afterwards. 

Summary. 
The breaches of faith of which His Highness complains are, 1st 

depriving him of his just due of sixteen lacs per annum: By unduly 
increasing the Deposit Fund beyond the limit of two lacs yearly, 
contrary to solemn and reitemted stipulations and promises. This was 
done by resuming stipends, Mamulats, Mutynats, &c., which ought to 
have reverted to His Highness. 

This was done by Sir C. Metcalfe in 1836. 
2nd. Misappropriation of stipends. 
3rd. Depriving him of all control over the Deposit Fund, and making 

it a book-debt withdut interest. 
, This was done in 1854. 

4th. Depriving him and his family of their rights and privileges 
regarding suits in our Courts. 

5th. Depriving him of the salute due to his rank as the acknow
ledged equal and brother of the Governor·Genem!' 

Summary. 
The Nawab Nazim's right to sixteen lace per annum is as clear as 

human pledges can make it. 
It rests upon the treaties with J affier Ali Khan and his first three 

successors, upon the pledges of successive Governors·General, and the 
confirmation of the Court of Directors. 

For instance, Lord Minto, on the accession of Nawab Nazim Zayen
ood ·deen Ali Khan, assures him that "the stipend fixed on the acees
cession of your august father, by the Honourable East India Company 
will be continued to Your Higkne88wUkoutany difference," viz .• at the 
annual allowance qf Bi:rteen l"kka in monthly issues as usual. The 
same pledge is reiterated by Marquis of Hastings in 1821, by Lord 
Amherst in 1825. 

Lord Amherst says, "Your Highness mlLy be assured that tke 
annual jized allowance and the other mutually settled pointe will re
main and Continu8 as approved and sanctioned by the Home authori
ties, Damely, Bi:rteen lakka qf rupees per annum." 
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So late as 1840, the Court of Dil'ectors speaks of the sixteen lakhs 
as the assignment by tr~atg. of the family. His Highness' right to the 
income of sixteen lakhs rests upon the same basis as our right to 
B<mgal, Behar, and Orissa, of which territories it is the stipulated 
priee. 

The N awn.b N azim still gives receipts for the wkole sum. This in
come has been withdrawn from His Highness by unduly increasing 
the Deposit Fund, chiefly by resuming lapsed stipends, Mamulats, or 
perquisites granted by his predecessors to the Deposit Fund, instead 
of to His Highness' own treasury, as repeatedly stipulated, and by 
resuming Muta.'Ianats or hereditary stipends left to dependants on 
condition of service, all of which are illego.! and contrary to treaties and 
agreement. 

I. Increasing the Deposit Fund beyond the stipulated limit of two 
lacs per annum was an open violation of the agreement of 1823, which 
hnd been sanctioned by the Court of Direotors. This was Sir Charles, 
Metcalfe's doing. 

Mr. Stirling prononnced that' two lacs were more than necessary, 
and that we have no right to withhold from the Nazim any more than 
is positively required. The Honourable W. L. Melville. Agent to the 
Governor-General, saw toO reason for augmenting the capital of this 
Fund, and th&l'G has always been considerable difficulty in disposing 
of the surplus, while at the same time His Highness has a very in
sufficient share of his own income for his persono.! and family expenses. 
The amount at first deducted from His Highness in 1836 was upwards 
of eight lacs yearly, out of whioh 66,000 of lapsed stipend, and flO 

more, ought to have been set apart to make up with Mani Begum's 
stipend two lacs per annnm. At first this sum"as fully spent on 
stipends, but. since then a very large surplus has annually remained. 
1.'his has not been invested at all. and consequently in April, 1858, 
there remained a bo.!ance of about 23,80,000 "ndrawn from the 
Collector's Treasury. Of this, about twelve lacs is the result of the 
annuo.! appropriation to complete the sum of two lacs per annum. 
The remainder, that is nearly twelve lacs, clearly belongs to His High
ness the N a.zim. 

That so large an acoumulation is quite unnecessary, is shown by 
the fact of ite being "ndrawn. There is a further bo.!anoe of upwards 
of fiUeen and a half lacs from Mani Begum's stipends, which, as the 
Nawab Nazim justly observed, ought to revert to him, unot available 
for his relations. Stipends to the relations and dependants 11.9 well as 
the Mamulats, or perquisites, were origino.!ly fixed by the Nazim. 
On many occasion. stipends were refused from the Deposit Fnnd 
and granted out of His Highness's privy purse. All stipends passed 
through the Nawab Nazim's hands up to 1833,1834., a.nd the new 
arrangement that they were to be paid by the Agent was only to 
ensure regularity, and not to place them at the disposal of Government. 

,Subsequently all tp.ese stipends were taken into the hands of Govern
ment. and when they lapse are not returned to the Nizamut. 

It is evident that no more ought to be set apart for relations, &0., 
than is actually required, 11.9 the whole fourteen lacs belong to the 
Nazim, and of oourse when there remains no one to claim a stipend, 
it naturally ought to revert to the Prince by whom it, has been 

Q 2 
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granted. ,This was the case in Lord Cornwallis's time, half of such 
pensions as by His Hjghness's own determination were resnmed 
were to go to his privy purse, half to the payment of his debt. Lord 
Cornwallis declared the stipends of the N awab N azim's relations 
hereditary, and those of dependants at the option of the Prince, and 
the whole were declared not in any wise at the pleasure of Govern. 
ment further than to prevent partiality. Lord Amherst speaks of 
the distribution of pensions according to the judgment of both Sirkars. 
Ily the last agreement made with the N awab N azim which was declared 
to be the rule under which Nizamut affairs are henceforward to be admi· 
nistered, .. all Mamulats and perquisites to relations" on the decease 
of the recipient without heirs, and all pensions t.o dependants are to 
revert tl) the Nizamut Treaswry and be at the entire di.po.al of His 
Highness; yet when in 1849, the young N awab N azim addreBBed the 
Agent on the subject of the lapsed stipend of his grand'aunt, the 
Ilabbee Ilegum, to whose personal allowance of 2,000 a month and 
1.900 on account of Mamulat, he considered himself entitled, as she 
had left no heir but himself, the Agent pointed out that the Mamulat 
was resumable to the credit of the Deposit Fund by orders of Govern
ment, 6th December, 1836, quite overlooking the fact that this order 
was issued without the oonsent of the N azim and in open violation of 
the agreement made with him in 1834. 

This agreement is the Rule now in force, but it has of late years 
been completely set at defiance. Even Mutayanats, or stipends left by 
Mani Ilegum, Ilabbee Ilegum, and others to old retainers, which are 
considered hereditary (the descendants continuing in the service of the 
Government, and against His Highness's wishes and remonstrances, 
and in spite of the express provision in the order of 18th July, 1838, 
for resuming stipends to the Deposit Fund .... less when tkeg are de
pendants qf tke deceased, the support of whom would be a duty in
cumbent on relations. Thus depriving the retainers in question of 

'bread. and His Highness of their services. What is worse than that, 
many ofthese stipends have been resumed in the lifetime of the reci· 
pients. For instance on the decease of the Mariumnissa Ilegum, all 
the Mutayanats of the servants who were in attendance on her ceased. 
Even the Dhye, who had nursed her, loot her pension of ten rupees. 
The same was the case on the death of the Dulin Ilegum, and will 
occur on the recent occasion of the decease of His Highness'. grand
mother, uuless the Right Honourable the Governor-General should 
be pleased to revert to the old mode of dealing. The second grievance 
of which His Highness complains is the misappropriation of stipends. 

1. Ily resuming them arbitrarily wit,hout considering His High
ness's wishes or suggestions, on the claims of heirs and dependents. 

The N awab N azim's rights to the disposal of stipends was never 
doubted, and oonsequently exercised until 1852. Of tltis the proofs are 
innumerable. In 1795, pensions are to be assigned as His Highness 
the Nawab Nazim recommends. The following year the Governor
. General in Conncil approves of the appropriation of the hereditary 
allowances therein'recommended by the Nawab Nazim. In 1823 the 

. Government pledged itself, on the lapse of any fnture stipends, to 
consider the suggestions of His Highness as to its allotment, and, ex· 
cept under special circumstances, to BBBign tke wlwle for tke benefit of 
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the family, and accordingly requests the opinion of His Highness the 
Nawab Nazim on the propriety of continuing to the- family of a 
pensioner "the a.llowance, or any part of it." I:!tipends were resumed 
on His Highness's recommendation, distributed as he proposed. Com
pensation to the Begum's Watl to be discussed with Nawab Nazim 15th 
May, 1834. 

The Agent to Governor-General, in concurrence with Nawab Nazim, 
recommends"300'rnpees per annum additional to BadurulnisBa Begum. 
S1st December. 1836. " 

After the completion of the new arrangement for paying stipends 
from the Agent's office, Government instructed the Agent that "with 
regard to the distribution of a.llowances," it will be proper to consult the 
Nawab Nazim as to the individuals who are to receive it; and the 
wishes of His Highness, except where decidedly objectionable, should 
be attended to as heretofore (9th June, 1836). Stipends to relations 
were declared hereditary in 1795. Government pledged itself in 1823, 
on the lapse of any future stipend, to assign the wkole for the benefit of 
tke family." Even in 1838, the very order for resuming to the 
Deposit Fund the stipends of those who die without heirs acknowledged 
them as heredita'1'!J, when heirs exist, and an exception is made to 
their resumption when there are dependent. of tke deceased. But of 
late years all the stipends of any value have been diminished on the 
death of the holder. His Highness has been gradua.lly obliged (in 
order to avoid the utter rejection of his recommendation) to name only 
a portion of the stipend to be assigned to the family and heirs. The 
N azim has himself been obliged to support the dependents of his 
grand-aunt, the Bahu Begum, for years, only a very sma.ll portion of 
the expense being allowed him from the Deposit Fund. 

S. Depriving the Nawab Nazim of aU control over the Deposit 
Fund, a:!d making it a book-debt witkout interest. This WILl! the act 
of Lord Dalhousie. - . 

The Deposit Fund was recognised as the inalienable property of His 
Highness's family over and above the sixteen lakhs assigned for its 
snpport as "the sacred inheritance of the Nizamut," "the property of 
Nizamut generally, not the property of Government, and solemnly de
clared by the Court of Directors to be not public mone,!l, but a part of 
the assignment ,by treaty of tke family." . 

"The Governor-General in Council, with a view to uphold the due 
efficiency and dignity of theN awa.b N azim's station, deems it proper to 
declare a. a rule for future obs8f'VUA'lCe that aU applications for aid 
from the Deposit Fund should be addressed to His Highness, and by 
him forwarded, if he thinks proper, to the Agent, for the event'ual 
orders of Government." The Go~rnor-General in Council reqnired 
that "every facility should be given for His Highness making him
self acquainted with the minutest details: and his Wishes regarding 
grants from the Deposit Fund were to be signified to the Agent and 
attended to as heretofore;" and speaks of the Agency Treasurer as 
acconutable to the Agent of the Governor-General as well as to the 
N awab N azim for the disbursement of stipends. Not long ago His 
Highness's consent was requested, even before applying", portion of 
the Deposit Fund to supplying medical aid to the Nizamut S\lhool. 
This was given in a private note to Hnmayan Jah. 
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Lord Auckland fully acknowledged the Nawab Nazim's right over 
the Deposit Fund; yet, in defiance of these acknowledged rights, Lord 
Dalhousie asserted" that the Deposit Fllnd is at the entire disposal of 
Government, and that the Nawab Nazim hM no claim to n01' all.Y 
control whatever over it." The Lieutenl>nt-Governor of Bengal 
adopted the same opinion: "I am directed to observe that, under the 
condition of the Deposit Fund, it i. a resource over wldeh the Nawab 
Nazim has no sort of control; and he should not therefore be allowed 
to recommend that disbursements may be made from it! !" 

The contrast between the solemn stipulations entered iuto with ti,e 
Nawab Nazim and the above. assertions is too obvious to render any 
comment necessary. Refusing to invest the enol'I1lous sum belonging 
to the Nizamut, and making it merely a debt-book, has cau.~d mnuy 
to look upon it as Government property, and grants made from it as 
made from the public funds, and is in strong opposition to the prin
ciples laid down. So late as 1838 .• the Government is, in respect to 
the Deposit Fund, t/te 11rmtee responsible for its applicdtion in the 
manner which will make it most ben~cial to the family. . 

4. So late as 1834, the Vice-President in Council speaks of the 
Nawab Nszim as a Prince whose independence has been recognised by 
a Treaty with one of his predecessors, and adds, "Government con
siders it unjust and unlawful that a Prince who is not subject to the 
jurisdiction of the Supreme Court should be made to plead before 
it." 

The inconvenience, insult, and injustice, which a.re the unavoidable 
results of the abrogation of 11 privilege inseparably connected with His 
Highness's rank have been fully pointed out elsewhere. 

5. Even when morning guns were diBcontinued at the neighbouring 
station of Berhampore, "it was never contemplated by Government to 
withhold the usual salute to His Highness the Nawab Nazim," for 
which express purpose two 6-pounders were permanently attached to 
the stations. 

The.Marquis of Hastings, among other Governors-General, solemnly 
promised that "the honour8 and distinctions due to the exalted rank 
of His Highness's family will alway. be paid and faithfully ob-
served." • 

Lord Amherst pledged himself .. to maintain the honour. of His 
Highness, and that .. the respect due to the rank and the honoll1's and 
distinctionB appropriate to the high. and eminent family of Your High
ness, will be always kept in view and observed." 

Sir H. Hardinge, on taking the reins of Government, writes,-" Be 
assured the same honour. and distinction. paid to support your rauk 
and authority will be observed and contimled." 

His Higbness feels the degradation the more keenly as the honour 
of a salute of 19 guns, which he and his predeceBsors had so long en
joyed, was recently ""corded to Maharajah .T ung Bah"door, who is 
oulya great chief in Nepal, and not a hereditary Prince. So keenly 
does His Highness feel the disgrace to which Lord Dalhousie thus sub
jected him, that he has never lett the precincts of his residence since, 
although his prolonged abstinence from exercise and change of air has 
had a very prejudicial elft-ct on his health. He has, therefore, never 
JublIlitted to receivl' the diminished salute. 
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On the above Narrative of Nizamut Affairs being 

placed before Lord Canning, ~ajor Colin Mackenzie, 

Agent Governor-General, ~as called upon by the 
Lieutenant-Govemor of Bengal to report officially on 

Nlzamut Affairs, he was, however, prevented from noticing 
the Murder case. Subjoined is the Agent's official 

opinion on the subject of the Nawab Nazim's grievances 
and claims:-

From MAJOR COLIN MACKENZIE, Acting Agent Governor
General at Moorshedabad, to A. R. YOUNG, ESQ., Secretary 

to the Government of Bengal. 

Dated Fort William, the 23rd May, 1859. 
Sm,-I ha.ve the honour to acknowledge your letter, No. 119, dated 

the 2nd April, 1859, calling for my opinion on Nizamut affairs, to
gether with the enolosures as per margin. 

2. The force of the first two documents is considerably neutralised 
by their rejection in the third and last; but, as His Honour the 
Lieutenant-Governor has invited me "to make my remarks upon 
them, which they may seem to require,'\ I have the honour to fo .... 
ward, for the consideration of Government, a narrative of the prin. 
cipal facts connected with Nizamut affairs, which I have for months 
past been engaged in compiling from a mass of ill-arranged records, in 
anticipation of a desire on the part of my superiors to have fuller 
information as to the mcts of the case than has hitherto been afforded 
them. . 

3. I beg to premise that in offering this detail, I earnestly dis
claim all intention of thrusting my opinion on the attention of Go
vernment, or of presumptuously !lictating the course which ought to 
be pursued. If, in my endeavours to put the merits of the case 
clearly before the eyes of the deciding authorities, I have used little 
circumlocution, I trust that my plainness of speech may_ be viewed in 
a favourable light, and that it will be seen that my sole motives are 
concern for the honour and consequently for the real interests of my 
country, and of the Government which I have the honour to serve, 
and the necessity of putting aside all selfish considerations in the 
performance of so sacred a duty. 

4. The papers before me, and referred to in the 1st paragraph of 
this letter, consist of a Note, signed by the Secretary to the Govern
ment of Bengal, and a Minute based upon it by Lord Dalhousie, 
dated 9th November, 1853. The Governor-General speaks of the 
note as "having given him, for the first time, a full view of the 
arrangements of the Nizamut." It was therefore the more to be 
regretted that the note itself was im:omplete, and made no allusion to 
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several most important documents and facts which must have 
materially altered the conclusions amved at. This incompleteness 
could scarcely have been avoided, unl"". the drawing up of the 
memorandum had been confided to the Agent Governor·General at 
Moorshedabad, or to some one who could commlUld the leisure to 
peruse the mass of documents relating to Nizamut alfairs. which are 
dispersed in the Offices of the Agent, of the Nizamut, &I1d of the 
:Bengal Government, and which, I 'may safely Bay, require the labour 
of months to become fully acquainted with. 

5. After giving an outline of the three Treaties between the E8.t 
India Company and the three sons and euccessors of the Nawab J allier 
Ali Khan, the writer of the Note came to the conclusion":

Ist.-That "no Treaties or agreements had been made with any of 
the five Nawabs, who have since ascended the Musnud." 

2nd.-That "none of the above engagements were otherwise than 
personai," and that therefore "there never was any guarantee, ex· 
pressed or implied, to continue the payment of Lacs 16.00,000 to the 
Nawab &I1d his family for ever," which the late Governor.General 
stateB that'·, it is beyond question that the N awab lku "0 right or 
titk whatefJer to any aliowaflCe by 'treaty or oompact,'" or .. by 
virtne of any agreement," but that he and his pred __ sors have 
received the stipend of 16 lacs, "of the free grace and favor of the 
:British Government, in the aame manner 8S the King of Delhi." 

He supports his opinion by the remark that the amount or the 
allowance W&B changed for the worse from 56 to 43, and BubsequenUy 
to 31 lacs ; but alt,hough on a cursory glence these conclusions may 
appear well founded, they were apparently formed in the uncon' 
sciousne .. " of the grrm4 fundamental treaty of all, i.e., the tenure on 
which the :British hold the vast provinces or Bengal, Behar, &I1d 
Ori08a. 

6. This is the htUi8 of all our relations wit.h the N azim. It is the 
Fi,." .. u", of SHAH ALUM granting to the East India Company the 
Dewani or Civil Government of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, .. as a 
free gift>and altumgau," with the conditiotJal Jaghe ... "of wlaataOefJeI' 
may remai .. out of the revenues thereof" after the payment of 26 
lacs per annum (by the Nawab) to the royw revenue, "and aftet' 
providi .. gfor the ezptm8U of the Niz.amut," securing them from dis· 
missal, aud granting the said office to the Company, "from generatioll 
to gelleratiotJ,for ever and efJer." 

7. l;pon this Firma .. , two supplementary agreements were based, 
carrying out its provisions-one between the Nawab Nudjim ulDowlalL 
and the company, and the other between SHAH ALUM and the 
Company. The former runs thus :-The King having been graciously 
pleased to grant to the English Company the Dewani of Bengal, 
:Behar, and Ories&, with the revenues thereof, &8 a free gift for ever, ' 
on certain conditions, whereof OM ill that there ,hall be II 81JjJicimt 
allowa_ out of the ,aid revenues for supporting the expenses of the 
Nizamut. Be it known that I do agree to accept of the annual sum of 
Sa. Re. 53 lacs odd '" a .. adequats aliollJafICB.' "This agreement by 
the blessing or God I hope will be inviolably observed &8 long &8 the 
English Company's factories continue in Bengal." 

In the l!econd agreement (between the SHAH and the Company) 
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the lattel', in consideration of His Majesty having been waciously 
pleased to want them the Dewani of Bengal, &0 .. do engage to be security 
fol' t·he regulal' payment of the sum of 26 lacs per annum, which the 
Nawab had agreed to pay to the King. This engagement having 
lapsed, owing to the downfall of the sovereignty of Delhi, does by 
no means atfect the eeparate agreement between the Nazim and the 
Company, the former having fulfilled all his engagement., and the 
Company having enjoyed all the benefit. contemplated therein. 

8. From this it appeare evident-
lst.-That Bengal, Behar, and Oriesa., were granted to the Company 

as a conditional Jagheer; the full force of which term may be gathered 
from the fact that the J agheer granted to Lord Clive is expressly styled 
an "unconditional Jagheer," and the grant to the Company of the 
Northern Circars in the same year is stated to be by way of in am, or 
free gift. 

2nd.-That which was granted was not the whole rt'venue of these 
provinces, but "whatsoever may remain after remitting the annual 
tribute (which the Nazim or Viceroy was bound to pay to the Imperial 
Court) and providing for the expenses of the Nizamut." Thus the 
" expenses of the Nizamut" were the first charge upon the revenues 
of Bengal, and the Company were entitled onl!! to "what remained." 
Had the treaty been purely personal and applicable only to the reign. 
ing Nazim, the expression used would have heen the expenses of the 
Nawab Nazim Nudjim 0 Dowlah, but the phrase, "expenses of the 
Nizamut is a generic one, and has always been employed to include 
those who should inherit or appertain to the Nizamut ;-the Nizamut 
erists, though Nudjim 0 .Dowlah has been long dead. 

Srd.-The want being made "for ever and ever," the conditions of 
it are evidently perpetual also. 

4th.-The stipulation was a sufficient Dr adequate allowance for the 
expenses of the Nizamut, and the amount was settled by mntnal agree· 
ment. To annul, modify, or in anywise change a treaty so carefully 
worded, and on which such great interests depend, as the annexation 
of three provinces, which might be styled kingdoms, must obviously 
require the consent of both the contracting parties. The contracting 
parties were equal-tke!f are 80 in theOryj still. The Nazim is now 
weak; but what made him so P-This very treaty! Shall we therefore 
break it P Who is to decide what is suitable or adequate P Evidently 
not only the paramount power, but both. 

9. Accordingly this has been the invariable practice, with one 
marked exception. The Nawab 8yfoo ul Dowlah ratified and con· 
fumed the treaties entered into with his Father and Brother" as far as 
is consistent with the true spirit, intent, and meaning thereof," which 
ie, if I mistake not, the custom whenever a supplementary article or 
modification is added to a treaty or agreement between contracting 
parties in Europe, and by no means implies that the treaty would not 
have been binding on the successors of the prince who made it without 
such confirmation. A further article was added, to the e/Fect that 
"having entire confidence in them (i.e. the English), that nothing 
whateTer be propoeed or carried iuto exeoution by the Company de. 
rogating from his dignity, interest, aud the good of his country," he 
made over the military defence of the country to the Company, and 
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:in consequence, while receiving the sa.me sum as his predecessors, viz., 
Rs. 17,78,000 for his household expenses, he agreed to diminish the 
portion for his Sowarr to 24 lacs instead of 36, as he no longer had to 
maintain the sa.me number of horse and foot. This latter sum bad 
never been considered fixed, the expression used in the agreement 
with Nudjim 0 Dowlah being, should "such an e:rpe1&8e hereafter be 
found necessary to be kept up." The change, therefore, cannot be 
said to be " for the worse," neither does it prove anything but that 
it was lawful to modify the former treaty by the consent of both 
parties. 

10. The terms of both agreements denote their permanency, "so 
long as the English factories continue in Bengal." The treaty in 
1770 with the minor Nawab Mllbaruck 0 Dowlah was still more 
solemnly confirmed. Owing probably to the infancy of the Nazim, 
his stipend was reduced still further, but this agreement. which the 
Governor-General in Council affirmed shall, by the blessing of God, 
be "inviolably observed for ever," was about two years after broken 
by the Court of Directors, and the allowance of the N azim redueed to 
sixteen lacs. To use Lord Dalhousie's words, it wae set aside by 
their sole authority, without any a.cquiesccnce, signified or asked, from 
the N awab. But this transaction which His Lordship, apparently not 
being aware of the solemn fundamental treaty of SHAH ALUM, 
was thus led to adduce as a proof of right, was one of those in
stances of wrong which causes our early Indian history to be adduced 
as rather a chart of sMals than as an armourg of precedents. I think 
His Honour will agree with me th'jot in order to a.ct in accordance with 
the higher political morality of tlie present day, and especially with 
the pledge for the observauce of treaties and engagements .0 recently 
given by Her Majesty, we must refer to the compact. made by our 
predecessors rather than to their mode of observing them. 

n. The result of long and careful researches into voluminous ill
-arranged records has been the establishment of the following facts; 
that altjlough the engagements with the five subsequent Nazims were 
not in the shape of formal treaties, yet there have been several 
80lemn agreements and compacts, especially 1790, 1823, and 1834, 
and each successive Governor-General on assuming the reins of 
Government, as also on the accession of a new Nazim, has confirmed 
the e:risting treaties and engagements, and reiterated the assurance of 
"a scrupulous adherence to subsisting engagement., and to the 
obligations of public faith and honour." 

The late Governor-General solemnly promised on his arrival .. to 
promote the interests and establish the authority of all Native Princes, 
by strict observanC',e, enduring fulfihnent of compact and treaty in 
terms of existing conditions, stipulations, and articles arranged and 
concerted." 

In fact, with slight variations of -expre.sions, every successive 
Govemor-General has pqblidv assured each succeesive Nawab Nazim, 
that .. the honour and dignities due to your hereditary rank, and the 
prescriptive privileges of yoill' high station, guaranteed by the stipu
lation. of subsisting tr~aties ana long-established relations, observed 
and cherished by former Governors-General, will on the part also of 
this sincere friend, be fervently fostered and punctually fulilllcd." . 
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12. The 16 lacs to which the Nszim's stipend was reduced in 1772, 
have been repeatedly recognized as belonging to him b!f treaty. 

The agreement promises" not to derogate from the honow', dignity, 
or interest of the N awab N azim," certainly include not diminishing 
his income, since both his dignity and interest would sulfer by the 
ourtailment of it. , 

Lord Cornwallis, after·" inquiring of the N szim the names of those 
whose pensions he wished to discontinue," declared the stipends of 
the relations of the Nazim hereditary. If the stipends were to be 
hereditary, the funds from which they were paid must be hereditary 
also. 

Express pledges made. 
Lord Minto, on tho accession of Nawab Nazim .Ali Jab, "assures 

him that the stipend fixed on the accession of your august father, by 
the Honourable East India Company, will be continued to Your 
Highness without any difference, viz., at the' annual allowance of 16 
lacs, in monthly issues .as usual, n The same pledge is reiterated by 
the Marquis of Hasting. in 1821, and by Lord Amherst in 1825, 

Lord Amherst says, "Your Highness may be 8.."8ured that the 
regular fixed allowance and the other mutually settled points will 
remain and continue as approved and sanctioned by the home au
thorities, namely, 16 lacs of rupees per annum," 

Lord Moira gave a formal assurance that the Agency Deposit Fund 
would ever be considered "as the inalienable property of His High: 
ness's family, over and above the 16 lacs of rupees assfgned for its 
support." . 

In 1836 the Government instructed the accountant of the Revenue 
Department "that the stipend of the Nawab Nazim and the Nizamut 
Pensioners having formed matter of e.rpress engagement in II 

treaty, etc." 
- In 1840 the Oourt of Directors corrected the Deputy-Governor who 
had styled the Deposit Fund "public money," and affirmed that" the 
Deposit Fund is not public money, but a part of the assignment by 
treaty of the family," See narrative, passim. 

Even had there been no treaties the 16 lacs are sufficiently secured 
by "long established relations;" and Government has repeatedly 
pledged itself to .. the strict observance and enduring fulfilment of ex
isting conditions, stipulations, and articles arranged and concerted," 

No change in the amount of the allowance has been made since 
1'7'72, and no change of any importance has ever been made even 
in the allotment of it, without a formal agreement with the reigning 
Nazim. 

13. The principal agreements, omitting several which proved abor
tive, have been three in number. 

By thejirst, seven lacs, chiefly arising from Mani Begum'S Stipend, 
were invested for the payment of the Agent of the Governor-General 
and his establishment. His Highness gave his consent, on receiving 
from the Governor-General" an assurance that this Fund is and will 
be considered the inalienable property of His Highness's family, over 
and above the 16 lacs assigned for its support" 

In 1823 the Governor·General proposed that two lacs of rupees per 
annum should be invested for the benefit of the Nizamut, and be con-
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sidered as .. a sacred inheritanee of the family." His Highnesa con
sented, on the British Government" relinquishing all desire to increase 
the Fund" beyond one-eighth of the entire Nizamut Stipend. 

The third and latest agreement which has been entered into between 
the" two Sirkars" is that of Captain Thoresby, in 1834, which stipu
lates that "all perquiaitea, mamulats," &c., a. well aB preaent Of' 

future pefl8ionB, should revert to and be at the entire diapOBal of "Hia 
Highnes •• " 

.That the stipends ofrelations and dependants should be distributed 
by the Agent, although the entire sixteen'lacs are stili paid to His 
Highness's receipt, the treasurer being answerable henceforward to the 
Agent, as well as to the Nawab Nazim; that His Highness should 
have full control over his own household and his own expenditure 
without the obligation of giving any account of either. 

This was acknowledged by Government as .. the rule under which 
Nizamut affairs are to be henceforth administered." 

14. I.-To sum up the subject as a mere mRtter of account, it seems 
clear that an adequate allowance "for the N iZBID ut" is secured by 
w-eaty as the first charge on the revenues of Bengal, Behar, and 
Orissa. 

n.-That the right of His Highness to at least sixteen lacs per 
annum rests, not only on ancient usage, "long-established relatione," 
and prescriptive rights since 1772, but on many fOf'mal BtipulationB 
and agreement.. . 

m.-That two lacs per annum, and no more, are by contract to be 
deducted from His Highness's stipend; the accumulatione and balance 
of interest to be "invested in the securities of the British Govern
ment, who is the trustee responeible for the disposing of this money 
for the benefit of the family, especially for buildings, travelling ex
penses, and dowries. This is admitted in Lord Dalhousie's order, 
for he styles it .. a debt," although he would not allow it to bear 
interest. 

IV.-That the remaining 14 lacs, with all lapses and accumulations 
therefrom from 1836, only deducting such pensiona as he and his 
ancestors have allotted to their relations and dependants, belong to the 
Nazim for the time being, whosoever that may be. and should be made 
over to him. It appears that if a portion of the money properly 
belonging to the Nazim has been withheld from His Highness, and 
made use of by Government, he has a claim not only to the principal, 
but also to the usual rate of interest. 

15. The foregoing remarks and the subjo~ned narrative will, I 
venture to hope, enable Govemment to discern and weigh the merits 
of this important case, and to arrive at a conclusion befitting the 
magnitude of the interests debated. and the enduring' influence of the 
principles involved. I will not dwell on the imprsssion likely to be 
produced by thiA and ~ilar decisions "POll tke lIative mind, and it 
may be Oil that of tke public at home. . 

16. I cannot conclude without remarking that it is impossible to 
disconnect the interesti of the N awab N azim from the proceedings 
adopted in connexion with the famous Murder case in the year 1853-4. 
But I am not authorised to enter upon this subject, although if called 
upon to do 80 I believe I could throw some additional light on it. 
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17. I beg permission to add, lastly, that my position is one of 
peculiM' dijficultg aM delicacg. As Governor-General's Agent, my 
first duty is to Government, and I Aeartug desire to al)oid etleto t~ 
appearance of oppO$'tio .. to tAeW acts or policy. Of 'course I mean 
the Government whioh [ have at present the honour to serve, 808 no 
man would be considered blameable for openly disapproving by·gone 
measures, such lIS the abolition of Bogging in the native army, or the 
invasion of Afghanistan. At the same time I believe that His Excel
lency the Viceroy placed me in my present appointment with a view to 
my carrying out the very object for which the office W808 instituted, 
viz., t4e protectw .. of tAe , .. twests oftAe NtWJalJ Nazi". as 'll$eparalJlg 
COIIMCted toit4 tAe ,\o .. our of tAe Britis4 __ • Indeed the Governor
General in Council in 1816, fully coincided with Mr. Edmonstone in 
declaring that the exclusive object "of the Governor-General's agency 
at Moorshedabad," is tAe prosperity alld peev .. iarg 6etoejU <if "tAe 
Niw", .. t; and it is on thie ground alone that the Nazim consented to 
the formation of the Agency Deposit Fund out of his own revenues 
for the payment of the Government Agent and his establishment. 

It is, therefore, with perfect confidence that I 808k the indulgence of 
His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor. for having entered so fully 
int<l the subject, 808 also for any imperfection in the manner of 
doing so. 

Fort William, 
23rd May, 1859. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 
(Signed) CoLIN MACKBNZI1I, 

Acting Agent to the Governor-Genetal 
at Moorshedabad. 

The above statements having been drawn up by an 
independe1lt officer of the Government, who had free 
access to all documents pertaining to the Nizamut and 
Collectorate, must necessarily bear the impress of truth 
and contain indisputable data for arriving at a correct 
conclusion as to the justice of His Highness's claims, 
which have been advanced by the Nawab himself in 
three Memorials i the first to the Court of Directors in 
March, 18.':7 i the second to the Right Honourable Sir 
Charles Wood, Bart., Her Majesty's Secretary of State 
for India in Council, in April, 1860, supported by further 
appeals in December, 1862, and February, 1863 i and the 
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third and last to His Grace the Duke of Argyll, K.T., 
Her Majesty's Secretary of State for India in Council, in 
July, 1869, to which His Highness awaits a reply. A 
copy of the last Memorial will be found at the end of this 
narrative. 

In the last Memorial now before Her Majesty's 
Secretary of State for India in Council, allusion is 
made to two social questions, to which with some cor

respondence relating thereto it will be necessary here 
to refer in order that all His Highness' grievances may 
be fully explained, and the arbitrary action taken by the 
Government of India against the Nawab in connection 
therewith fully exhibited. 

The first mll;tter was an affront supposed to have been 
offered (quite unwittingly!) by the Nawab to the Agent 
Governor-General (Page 327), and which the Nawab 
afterwards apologized for. 

On the 14th of May, 1861, Colonel Mackenzie, Agent 

Governor-General, with Bome friends, drove at an early 
hour in 1;he morning from Berhampore (where he resided) 
to the Nazim's Palace at Moorshedabad having ex
pressed his intention of so doing to His Highness, verbally 
through the Dewan, Rajah Prosunno Narian Deb. His 
Highness Bent a message back by his chief eunuch, 
Darab Ali Khan, to say that he would try and meet the 
Agent, if possible, after breakfast; but, as he was not 
very well, he could not say positively whether he would 
be able to go. His Highness, feeling worse as the day 
advanced, was obliged to forego the pleasure of meeting 
the Agent, and Bent a message to this effect. This ap
parently offended the Agent, who construed it into an 
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insult offered to' the Representative of the Viceroy, and 

reported the matter to the Government. Two days after
wards the Agent <Ialled upon His Highness for an expla
natio~, which was given, and a.ccepted as an ample 

apology by him; but he required His Highness to pay 
him a return visit as a mark of respect, which His 

Highness did not think absolutely necessary in his official 
position, as the Agent had not paid him an official visit. 

E{lJtract from a Letter dated 8tk Jwne, 1861. 

From LIEUTENANT-COLONEL C. MACKENZIE, Officiating 
Agent Governor-General, to HIS HIGHNESS THE NAWAB 

NAZIM, ~c. 

Para. 1. I have received Your Highness's letters of 22nd May ansi 
4th June, and I understand their contents. I cannot but accept the 
apology contained in the first letter, and regret the severity of Your 
Highness's sufferings as you describe them. But the fact remains, 
that I never received a proper message by a proper messenger announc
ing the impossibility of Your Highness's meeting me in the Palace, 
and I therefore trust Your Highness will issue such orders to your 
Officers as will prevent a repetition of the appearance of disrespect to 
the Representative of His -Excellency the Viceroy. 

Extract from para. 6 of letter No. 18, dated tke 14tk 
January, 1861, from tke GOVERNMENT OF INDIA to tke 
LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR OF BENGAL. 

With regard to the affront offered by the Nawab Nazim to the 
Agent on his occasion of visiting the palace in May last, the Governor
General in Council agrees with the Lieutenant·Governor in thinking, 
that it has' by no means been atoned for by the very unsatisfactory 
explanation which has been accepted by Lieutenant-Colonel Mac
kenzie as an apology to himself. For that aflront, offered to the 
Government in the peraon of its Agent, His Excellency in Council 
will not be satisfied with imperfect excuses. Nothing short of a full 
admission of error, and an lIlllreserved expression "f regret, can be 
received by the Government as a sufficient apology, and the Nawab 
should be told that until such an apology has been forwarded by him, 
and accepted by the Lieutenant-Governor, neither will the request 
which His Highness has made for permission to visit the Governor
General be considered, nor will the letters, which he addressed to His 
Excellency on the 16th and 25th October be answered. The Agent 
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also will be withdrawn for the present, and &ll Official communications 
between the Government and the Nawab will be made through the 
Collector of Moorshedabad until an Agent regularly appointed, can, 
with propriety, resume his functions. 

From HIS HIGHNESS THE NAWAB NAZIM OF BENGAL, 
&c., to THE HONOURABLE JOHN PETER GRANT, Lieu
tenant-GO'IJernor of BengaZ. 

His Highness the Nawab Nazim of Bengal is informed by the letter 
from the Officiating Secretary to the Government of India, to the 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, dated Fort William the 14th 
January, 1862, No. 28, of which an extract was enclosed to the 
address of His Highness, and forwarded to the Pa.lace of His High
ness, on the evening of the 20th, that His HonoUl' the Lieutenant
Governor of Bengal considers an affront to have been offered to 
Government, in the person of its Agent, on the 14th day of May last, 
by His Highness. His Highness al80 ieal'llB (from the same source) 
that His Excellency the Governor-General in Council agrees with His 
HonoUl' the Lieutenant-Governor in that view, and His Excellency in 
Council has declared that His Excellency will not be satisfied with 

. imperfect excuses; that nothing short of a full admission of error, and 
an unreserved expression of regret, can be received by the Government 
8.8 a sufficient apology. His Excellency, therefore, directs that His 
Highness the Nawab Nazim do apologise in a way that sh&ll be 
satisfactory to His HonoUl' the Lieutenant-Governor for the affront 
offered (as His Excellency has decided) by His Highness to the 
Representative of the British Government. 

His Highness the Nawab Nazim feels, that it will ill become His 
Highness to dispute, or to seem to cavil, with the decision of His 
Excellency in Council. His Higlmu8 feela perfectly acquitted ... his 
cOfl8cience qf ang thought of offence to the British Glmernment, or to 
ang Repreaentatifle qf the British GlmBf'Mllent. His Highness hereby 
tenders his complete and unqualified apology for what has been held 
by the best authority to have been an aJIioont on the part of His High
ness. His Highness feels that a serious error must have becn com
mitted by him, and His Highness asks of His Honour the Lieutenant
Governor, that this His Highness's unqualified apology and unreserved 
expression of regret be accepted. 

. (Signed) STUD MUNBOOR ULLEE. 
Palace, Moorshedabad, 

The 27th January, 1862. 

This unfortunate affair led to aD estrangement 
between the Nawab and the Agent Governor-General, 

who up to that time had supported the Nawab's 
claims; and further, it brought about the second social 
matter referred to by the Nawab in His Memorial (page 
329). His Highness' Dewan, who is a clever Hindoo, 
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took advantage of the existing circumstances for exercising 

a degree of authority which he had not before done, and at 

last his acts became so intolerable that His Highness 

was forced to di~miss him from his service, which as his 

lJaid servant he certainly had a right to do. The Agent, 

however, thought otherwise and took the Dewan's part 

against his master. Some angry correspondence resulted, 

and at last the question was referred by the Agent. to the 

Governor-General, who, while supporting his Agent, 

tacitly showed .his disapproval of the action he had taken, 

by removing him from his office with its large emolu

ments, and placing hinl in' a much inferior appointment. 

This naturally irritated the Agent, who, unfortunately 

for the Nawab, ever afterwards showed himself inimical 

to his interests. 

I. 

On the 8th June, 1861, the Agent Governor-Gener~l addressed the 
Lieutenant·Governor of Benga.l on behalf of the Dewan Rajah PrQ. 
sonno Narain Deb Bahadoor, against His Highness the Nawab Na.zim. 
and alluded to "the Na.zim's suicida.i estraugement from him," &0. 
The Agent plso wrote the following:-' 

II. 

From LIFlU~ENA,NT.COLONEL C. MACKENZIE, Officiating 
Agent' Governor-General, To HIS HIGHNESS THE NAWAB 

NAZIM, &0., After Oompliments. 

2. Your Highness has frequently assured me that you prefel.' pla.in 
speaking, and that when you do wrong you would be much obliged 
by my telling you so without circumlocution. I have done so in my 
18.it letter, and it appears from the tone of your r(jply that it has 
made you angry. I can make every a.llowance for a feeling of irrita
tion, but I think Your Highness is pound to remember three things, 
viz., 1st, that in waruing you against any particular line of conduct, 
I have only your .interest at heart, the nature of which I understand 
botter than yourself; and 2nd, that during the last. thrlle years YOIl 
have, through my explanation. to Government, in a great measure, 
regained the position which you had lost, and B,Qquired advantages of 

It 
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no ordinary value and importance, on which you had set your heart, 
and 3rd, that so far as I can see, you should not now have been in a 
worse position than that in which I found you, but for the untiring 
industry, sagacity, and fidelity of Rajah Prosonno Narain Deb 
Bahadoor, your Dewan, bearing in mind as I do, the numberless 
times that you have acknowledged to me that the Rajah is almost 
the only man near you whose opinion you respect, and in whom you 
can place confidence. I could not believe that your present estrange
ment from him emanated from yourself, and I. therefore, in common 
with all around you, attributed it to the evil· influence of H uqueem 
Abool Hosain_ You say that you sent away this man with honour. 
Your Highness mar have done this secretly. but at the time of his 
dismissal my worst impressions as to his character were derived from 
Your Highness's representations. Moreover, it is well known that. he 
is a most unworthy person, and quite unfit to sit down in Your 
Highness's presence, far less to act as your Counsellor, seeing thai 
his only object as a stranger and irresponsible adventurer must be to 
enrich himself at the expense both of Your Highness's purse and 
most vital interests. Nevertheless, it is, as I have often told Your 
Highness, your right to take the medicine of any physician you have 
selected for yourself, your Begums and children: only let the physi
cian beware of interfering with public business, and thereby com
promising Your Highness'S interests and dignity. 

3. While strongly objecting to the exercise. of any pernicious in
fluence over Your Highness on the part of Her Highness the Nuwab 
Begum, I have always been glad to encourage a filial feeling on your 
part towards her. Without dwelling on this rather delicate subject 
I am happy to be able to apprise Your Highness that the Nuwab 
Begum has informed me that she heartily concurs in all my views. 

4. I know that Your Highness possesses good sense and good 
feeling, but I also know that you ha1Je frequently deplored to me, that 
facility of disp08itwn, which makes it ea8!J fot' artful and intriguin9 
persona, especially your own attendants. to imp08e on you for their 
own ad1Jantage. My object is now what it always has been, viz., to 
guard you from the machinations of such villains, and, to secure your 
interestAl and dignity as the Raia or chief of the Nizamut. But unles! 
you listen to, and follow my advice, and the suggestions of yoU! 
own better sense and feelings, disappointment must result to all partiel 
concerned. 

I am, my Friend, 
Your Highness's Sincere Friend •. 
(Signed) C. MACKENZIE, 

Berhampore, 
Officiating Agent Governor-General. 

The 8th June, 1861. 

III. 

On the 18th June His Highness the Nawab Nazim dismissed hi! 
Dewan, and appointed Rajendra Narain Deb to manage hi. privatE 
affair., 8!lsisted by hi. own two eld~st son •. 
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IV. 

On ihe 11lh .Tune the Agent Governor·General W1"Qte to the 
Lieutenant·Governor of Bengal: "I feel it my duty to support the 
J)ewan agaiust the fickleness and unreasonableness and groundless 
dissatisfaction of the N azim; and I trust that I myself may look to . 
similar support from the Lieutenant·Governor, or otherwise it is likely 
that the N azim may be betrayed into blunders equally mischievous to 
himself aud vexatious to Government." And he further suggested 
that "an admonition from Government might bring His Highness. to 
his senses." 

V. 
On the 24th .Tune the Lieutenant·Governor of Bengal wrote in 

reply, and expressed his regret at." the coolness between His High
ness and his Dewan, and hoped that His Highness would soon restore 
the latter to Ihe plaee in his confidence which his good conduct 
merits," but would not interfere in the matter. 

VI. 

On the 25th June the Agent Governor-General warn'ed His High
ness that "he had no power to dismiss the' Dewan without the per
mission of the Supreme Government," and that, in appointing Rajendra 
N "rain Deb, "he knew he was breaking through a stringent regulation 
of Government, which enacts that he can neither correspond with "Of' 

reeeive any "ative oj coMideration nor a"y European whatever with
out the cognizance and consent of the Agent Governor·General." 
This regulation could not be so applied, for it was made for the 
benefit of the N awab N azim, "to protect him from intrigues." The 
Agent furt.her wrote a series of letters to the Government, 'expressing 
hi. opinion as to the nature of the office of Dewan, and also took up 
the Dewan's ~e as a personal matter. . 

VII. 

From LIEUTENANT-COLONEL COLIN MACKENZIE, Offi
ciating Agent Governor. General, .Moorshedabad, to HIS 

HIGHNESS THE NAWAB NAZIlII OF BENGAL, &c. 

BerbRmpore, the 25th J,une, 1861.
My FRIEND,-I have received the-letter Your Highness has sent 

this morning by .the hand of a Chobdar, and understand .its con
tents. 

Your Highness has yourself made it impossible for me to corres
pond with you officially in Persian, as the proper channel of business 
communications, viz., your Dewan is disowned for the present by you. 
D ntiI, however, we receive the orders of Government, by which we 
must abide, I have no objection to receive letters from Your Highness 
and to reply to them .in English. I have no doubt that Mr. Browning 

R 2 
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will be happy to render you the service of reading my letters, and of 
writing th08e of Your Highness. 

I must conclude by once more advising Your Highness to remember 
that it is honourable to confess an error. I am sure that you feel in 
your heart that you have done wrong. Do not think, because you 
have, after waiting for more than a month, forced me to report all 
that has taken place to Government, that I am your enemy P I would 
still, if possible, extricate Your Highness from the difficulties into 
which wicked men have plunged you. 

Let me ask one question. Did I forsake Yonr Highness when you 
were in distress P Why should t forsake the Dewan, who is the best 
friend you ever had, now that Your Highness, being deceived, is 
acting towards him with cruelty and injustice P I have too much 
regard for him, for Your Highness's true interests, and for my 'own 
character and conscience to do any thing 80 base. 

r am, my Friend, 
Your Highness's Sincere Friend, 

(Signed) C. MACKENZIE, Lieut.-Ool., 
Acting Agent Governor-Genera!. 

VIII. 

From HIB HIGHNESS THE NAWAB NAZIM OF BENGAL, 

I:c., to LIEUTENANT-COLONEL COLIN MACKENZIE, Officiat
ing Agent, Governor-General, Moorshedtibad .. 

Moorshedabad, 27th June, 1861. 
My FBI1IIm,-Y01l2' letter, dated the 25th of June, has reached me. 

I regret that you refuse to receive any Persian letters relat.ive to 
Nizamut affairs, save througa the hands of my late Dewan Rajah 
Prosunno Naram Deb Bt.hadoor, whom, as you are aware, I have 
dismissed from office. Your reeowewill plunge -the Nizamut into 
considerable difficulties, and perhaps I shall suffer, in addition, much 
loss. Your suggestion that I should correspond with you in English 
through Mr. Browning is quite impracticable. He is the tutor to my 
children, and has not sufficient time at his disposal.to carry on 80 

voluminous a correspondence as would necessarily devolve upon him. 
I have an efficient staff of Persian writers, and it is .through them 
alone that I desire to correspond on Nizamut aWlli1'll. 

You have informed me that the dismissal of my Dewan rests not 
with me, boi the Government. I have repeatedly writtell to you for 
any documents that may be in your possession establishing your view8. 
You have, however, sent me no such papers, and I, therefore, con
clude .that I am in the right, and that I can dismis8 for his misconduct 
or for incompatibility of temper any of my servant. without any formal 
application to Government . 
. You mention.that you have reported the matter to Government. It 

is, perhap8, advisable, th«ll'efore, ,that I shall .tate my case to you, it 
is simply this :- . 

,My late Dewan g;fle8 me ample la,", of offence. I lose all my con- . 
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fidence in him, suspect him of molpractices, abolish his office, and call 
upon him for an account of the large sums of money, jewels and 
-Government securities, that have, from time to time, passed through 
his hands. I also demand from him oll papers and documents relating 
to the Nizamut which are.in his custody. He does not reply to my 
communications, and adds to all his offences, by disobeying my 
orders. 

In this posture of afl'airs I am sorry to state that you, so far from 
giving me aid, side entirely with the late Dewan, and now reflUle to 
transact ang business save through Mm. I sincerely wish that tkese 
matters could ha,'e been arranged without an appeal to Government, 
not for my own sake, but for yours. For it has always been my aim to . 
seeure your good opinion, and, indeed, WO far as posswle, the goodwill 
and esteem of all with whom I am brought into contact. Should I 
suffer any loss through your determination, and should any voluable 
papers now in the possession of Rajah Prosunno ~arain Deb be not 
eventually forthcoming, to whom may I ask am I to look for reparation 
save to you, who are appointed by Government to watch over my 
interests? I would ask you, therefore, once more to take. the whole 
matter into consideration, an<i to let me know on what authority you 
say that I can neither appoint nor dismiss my Dewan. . 

In conclusion, I request that you will be pleased to send me a copy 
of your representation to Government, that I may learn precisely ita 
n'!'ture, at least so far as it affects myself. You will be pleased to 
submit this letter, and the rest of the correspondence in Persian and. 
in English on the question, since May last, to His l!onol\r the 
Lieutenant·Governor. 

lam, &0., 
(Signed) SYUD MuN,500B. U~)!lE, 

IX. 

Fr01n HIS HIGHNESS THE NAWAB· NAZTM O~BEN~U.1>, 
&c., to LIEUTENANT-COLONEL c'OL:m MACKENZ~E .. Offi. 
ciating Agent to the Governor-General. 

My FRIlIND, in continuation of my letter of the 27th. ultimo, I beg 
to state, that., I need only be convinced that I have done wrong, and I 
shall most gladly confess my error,for in doin.9 so, it shows a greatne83 
qf mind; if by your supposing me to have done wrong, you allude to 
my dismissal of my Dewan, I freely open iny. heart to you in ststipg, 
that, I feel myseif the party. '/I}ronged against; I always regard my 
servants as my children, and in that feeling passed over mang eauses 
qf provocation which my Dewan has given me, and smiled at his 
sauciness and even, insolence; you cannot but be aw .... e, how in many 
BUch instances I have pardoned him, and even dismissed some qf my 

. old and faithful servants who happened to come in his way. 
But pampered by. your indulgence and fecure of your Sllpport, he 

entirely forsot ki~ positioo, (lnd attempted to be, and infact became, 
the 801e master qf tl .. Nizamut, he would treat me 0,8 a child and 
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·tusume ovet'me tM powet' of a 8IIperiar authority. a "" .... 01'. a $j'!I. and 
a jailor; to make me BlJCClJmb to hu. will he would plume Ai ..... elf "pon 
hu. influence with tM Gooernment and daunt me witA t"reat •• and to 
give them the show of action. wonld. wit" audacioua impudence. hold 
forth before me letters procured from you (private and demi-official). 
replete wit" abuses and reproache. agaill8t me; he also succeeded in 
coercing my servants to regard him &8 the N awab and absolutely to du.
obey me; 

I shall not disgust ny feelings by dwelling on the humitiatin." picture 
of a maatet' placed at tM tne1'cy of a servant. whose tenure of serviee 
depends upon his will. but hasten to add that tM late Dewan not only 
offended me by hu. ofJet'bearing ; .... olen"" and all ab801'bing ambition. 
but has lost all my confidence. I have strong grounds to believe thnt 
he ktu gros.ly abused "is t ..... t. and that if the accounts be properly 
examined. they wonld reveal startling facts. Promptitude i8 absolutely 
necessary in making 8uch revelation8. but I deeply grieve to find that 
you "aoe only in contravention to tM .olemn Agreement of 1834-
contested my authority to dismi.s my OWn .ervants. but interdicted 
tM Dewan to rendw me an account ","ieh I "ave called for. and which 
the longer he delays to give me the greater chance there is of my 
intere8t being injured. 
. I am 8ure tM juat alld Aumane Britiah Gooernment. would regard 
with anything but plea8tWe your 8IIpporting my .teward in his refusal 
to render me an account under any circumstances, especially wken I8II.
pected "im of misappropriating my property. -

I cannot help remarking here that you "ave pained and grieved 1M 
by refua;ng to attend my Durbar according to cuatom on the day of the 
Eed festival, although asked by my.elf, and the Nawab Nazir Darab 
Ally Khan. and you paid a visit on tke afternoon of tkat very day to 
my late Dewan. 

I recoil from the idea of hurting an innocent man much less in 
recommending you to do 80. Keeping apart my 8uspicion of the 
official malfeasance of Rajah Prosonno Namin Deb, his 'naolence and 
in8flbordination are too potent ·to .BUffet' me to aee hu face again. 
1n8tead of being cruel and unjU8t &8 you 8upp08e, I "aoB acted toward. 
Aim as the most lenient and indulgent maBiet'. God know8 what 
efforts I had to make, to command my temper in putting "P wit" "u 
'n8fllts and to forget his faults. 

In oonclu8ion, I request you will be pleased to forward a copy of 
this letter, &8 well &8 the accompanying letter, to the Honourable the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. 

(Signed) 
l'alace, Moorshedabad, 

The 2nd Jnly, 1861. 

'1 remain, my Friend, 
Yours Binoerely, 

SYUD MUNSOOB. ULLEE. 
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X. 
From LIEUTENANT-COLONEL COLIN MACKENZIE, Offi

ciating Agent Governor- General, To HIS HIGHNESS THE 

NAWAB NAZIM OF BENGAL, &c., Berhampo1'e, the 28th 
June, 1861. 

My FRIEND,-I beg to acknowledge the receipt of Your Highness's 
letter of the 27th instant, and in reply desire to remind Your Highness 
that it is not I who have put a stop to our official correspondence in 
Persian, but yourself, inasmuch as you blocked· up the ouly channel 
through which such correspondence can, in accordance with the ar
rangement of Government, flow, namely, your present Dewan Rajah 
Prosonno Narain Deb Bahadoor. Your Highness requests me to ob
serve that ~ou have dismissed the Dewan, and you wish me now to 
furnish you with copies of former Government orders respecting the 
appointment of, and power of dismissing that officer. Your Highness 
seems to forget that in despite of my warning that you have no power 

_to appoint or dismiss a Dewan without the consent and orders of 
Government, you have chosen to act independently in this matter from 
first to last. I can no more transact business with Your Highness in 
the Persian Department through any channel bnt that of your Dewan, 
than General Showers pould receive Your Highness's Persian letters 
sent direct to him, and not through the Agent, for I am well aware of 
the secret correspondence which Your Higlmess h&8 attempted to carry 
on with that gentleman and other persons, this being contrary, &8 
yon well know, to the express orders of the Governor-General in 
Council. -

2. I again, &8 the Representative of the Viceroy, beg to inform Your 
Highness that there never was a real Dewan appointed or dismissed by 
any Nazim without the concurrence of the Agent. The ouly case in 
which a properly constituted Dewan was dismissed without the sanction 
of Government was that of Seeta Na)lth. That transaction was con
cealed from Government by the Agent, and his death and that of the 
Rajah alone prevented a reversal of the irregularity. 

3. Allow me.to point out to Your Highness that you are mistaken 
in supposing that I wish to carry on the business of the Nizamut with 
you in English. By referring to my letter you will observe that as an 
exchange of English letters between you and me is still possible, I 
suggested that occasional communications of that kind might take 
place. I mentioned the name of Mr. Browning merely because I sup
posed that he would have no objection to help Your Highness, and 
because you might prefer his assistance, &8 that of an educated and 
talented gentleman, able and willing to perform a friendly office for 
you. 

4. As Your Highness's fiat alone can no more dismiss Rajah Pro
sunno Narain Deb than mine could, he is still the Dewan Niza.mut, 
and as such he cannot, with reference to the interests of Your High
ness, and his duty to you, to the Government, and to himself, hand 
over charge of the departments' entrusted to him to the· irresponsible 
men pointed out by Your Highness, and certainly not to Your High
ness's sons who are mere children. In this matter the RaJah has acted 
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by my directions given in presence of the Nawab Nazir Daro.b Ally 
Khan. 

5. Throughout the whole of this disagreeable affair, the unpleo.sant 
consequences of which I have been most anxious to avert n-om you, 
Your Highness has totally overlooked the important fact, that fo"l' 
the time being, any Official declaration proceeding from the Agent 
carries with it the full authority of the Governor·General in Council 
and that in defying the Agent you have literally defied the Brit,ish 
Government. Your proper mode of action onght to have been im· 
plicit acquiescence in all my Official intimations (even supposing that 
you did not choose to follow my private friendly counsel), and then 
to have patientiy awaited the decision of Government, who would 
certainly have attended to any reasonahle appeal on the part of Your 
Highness. 

I am, my Friend, 
Your Highness's sincere Friend, 

(Signed) C. MACKENZIE, Lieut.-Col., 
Acting Agent Governor.General. 

XI. 

F-rom Hls HIGHNESS THE NAWAB NAZIM OF 'BENGAL, 

&c., to LIEUTENANT-COLONEL COLIN MACKENZIE, Offi
ciafJing Agent to the GO'IJernOT·Ge1teraZ. 

My FBIllND,-I have to acknowledge the receipt of YOl1r letter, 
dated the 28th ultimo, and, in reply, beg to state that I do not see 
how I have' put a stop to Our official correspondence in Persian. I 
am not aware of any orders of Government, which provide that the 
channel of Persian correspondence of the Nizamut, is the Dewan. 
If you allow occasional correspondence in English, I do not' under. 
stand why the same cannot be carried on in Persian, and that as 
often as the Nizamut affaire require. Mr. Browning, as tutor to my 
children, can ill afford time to become also my correspondence writer. 
Communications in English have always passed between me and my 
old friend and tutor General Showers (in your time as well 88 before 
it), with the assistance of my late Dewan, Rajah Prosonno Narain 
Deb, bnt as I cannot avail myself of the Rajah's assistance now, I 
correspond with the General in Persian. With regard to the Nizamnt 
accounts which my late Dewan keeps back under your directions, I 
have to request you will kindly recall this order, which is sure to prove 
detrimental to my interests; and ask the Dewan to render the 
accounts, ,.hich is what 1 have repeatedly called for. 

I remain, my Friend, 
Yours sincerely, 

(Signed) SYVD MUNBOOll. Ur.LlilE. 
Palace, lIoonhedabad, 

The 5th July, 1861. 
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XII. 

From HIS HIGHNESS THE NAWAB NAZIlII: OF BENGAL, 

&0., to LIEUTENANT-COLONEL COLIN ·MACKENZIE, Offi
ciating Agent to the Gooernor-General. 

My FRIEND,-I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 
120, dated the 27th ultimo, with its enclosure, and to request you will 
be pleased to send me particulars of the charges brought by AsIan 
Khan against the late Dewan, as also a copy of your letter, No. 69, 
dated the 11th' ultimo, alluded to in the letter of the Junior ~ecretarl 
to the Government of Bengal for my inspection. 

I remain, my Friend, 
Yours very sincerely, 

(Signed) SYUD 'MUNBOOR ULLEE. 
Palace, Moorshedabad, 

The 3rd July, 1861. 

XIII. 

No.6. 

F:Om HIS HIGHNESS THE NAWAB NAZIlII: OF .BENGAL, 

&c., to LIEUTENANT-COLONEL COLIN MACKENZIE, Acting 
Agent Governor. Ge'neral, Moorshedabad. 

Moorshedabad Palace, the 3rd July, 1861. 
My FRIEND,-I have to .request you will be good enough to intimate 

to the Collector of Moorshedabad, that my stipend for the future is to 
be paid on the receipt and seal of Coomar Rajendar Narain Deb, 
whom I have appointed to the post of Madar-ul-ahaIn instead of 
Rajah Prosonno Narain Deb. An impression of the Madar-ul-

. M ah'l.lll'S seal is herewith enclosed. 
I remaiIi, my Friend, 

Yours sincerely, 
(Signed) SYUD MUNSOOR ULLEE. 

XIV. 

E;ciract from a Letter No. 132, dated 4th July, 1861. 

From LIEUTENANT-COLONEL COLIN MACKENZIE, to HIS 

lliGHNESS THE NAWAB NAZIlII: OF BENGAL. 

Para. S. In Your Highness's letter you desire that intimation should 
be given ·to the Collector that your income should, for the future; 
be paid to the receipt and seal of Coomar Rajender Narain Deb. 
Hitherto Your Highness's income has been paid to the receipt and 
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seal of gour present Dewan Rajah' Prosonno Narain Deb Bahadoor, 
'and until I receil"e the orders of Government on the subject, it is 
impossible for m~, with every wish to a.ccommodate Your Highness, 
to change the USllal official channel. 

,(Signed) COLIN MACKENZIE~ 
Acting Agent Governor·General, MoorBhedabad. 

XV. 

Extract of a LetferNo. 6, dated July, 1861, from HIS 

HIGHNESS THE NAWAB NAZIM OF BENGAL, &0., to LIEUT.

COLONEL COLIN MACKENZIE, Officiating Agent Governor
General, MOOTshedabad. 

Para. 2. With reference to my stipend, which you refuse to accom· 
modate me with pending the orders of Government, allow me to state 
for your information that m! stipend, before this, was on different 
occasions paid to the receipt and seal of my Treasurer, Baboo Ram· 
soonder Sein; and I do not see how you can object to the withdrawal 
of my stipend by any person whom I choose to appoint. I .. egret to 
obaer.,e that gou have of late assumedtowarda me an unfriendly tone 
which is huriful to mg feelings and injurious to the interests of the 
Nizamut, which it is go"", dutg to protect. By delaying the issue 
of my: income you put me to the greatest inconvenience imaginable, 
particularly as this is Mohorum time and all the inhabitants are 
Tajiadars, or celebrators of the festival. By compelling me to .. aiae 
money on high interest to carry on the expense of the Nizamut and 
the Mohorum festivities, gou subject the Nizamut to ~ comiderable 
l088, for which 1 must look to gOl/fo .... eparatio,.. 

(S.igned) SYUD MUNSOOR ULLEE. 

XVI. 

From HIS HIGHNESS THE NAWAB NAZIM OF BENGAL, 

&0., to LIEUTENANT-COLONEL COLIN MACKENZIE, Agent 
to the Governor-General, MoorBhedabad. 

Palace, Moorshedabad, the 15th July, 1861. 
My FRIEND,-I have written to you twice for my stipend, and your 

non· compliance with my requisition has put me and the people con. 
nected with the Nizamut to great inconvenience, and driven me to the 
""cessity of raising fur>da 0,. hrob i,.tereat to meet the expenses of the 
Nizamut and the Festival. 

I remain, my Friend, 
Yours very sincerely, 

(Signed) SYUD MUNSOOB ULLEE. 
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XVII. 

Extract from a Letter dated 16th July, 1861. 

No. 141 of 1861. _ 

From LIEUTENANT-COLONEL MACKENZIE, Acting Agent 
to the Governor-General, Moorshedal)IJ,d, to HIS HIGHNESS 

THE NAWAB NAZIM OF BENGAL • 

. My FRIEND,-Par. 1. I beg to acknowledge Your Highness's 
letter of yesterday's date, in which you complain that you suffer in
convenience because it is not in my power to authorise the payment of 
Your Highness's income and other monies, except to the authorised 
receipt of your Dewan Rajah Pro.unno Narain Deb :Bahadur. 

2. I am sorry for this, but it cannot be helped until Your Highness 
chooses to retrace the false steps you have, under ill advice, taken, or 
until I receive the orders of Government authorising me to comply 
with Your Highness's re9.uest. 

XVIII. 

From LIEUTEN A.NT-COLONEL COLIN MACKENZIE, Offici
ating Agent to t.he Governor-General, Moorshedabad, to HIS 

HIGHNES.S THE NAWAB NAZIM OF BENGAL. 

Dated :Berhampore, 4th July, 1861. 
My FRrEND,-I have the pleasure to acknowledge receipt of two 

letters from Your Highness of yesterday's date without any numbers. 
2nd. In one, Your Highness requests copies of certain papers sent 

by Government for the information of Rajah Prosonno Narain Deb 
Bahadur. I regret that I am not justified in complying with Your 
Highness's requisitions. Perhaps, Your Highness is not aware, that 
the object of Government in handing over the documents in question 
to the Rajah is, that he may bring an aotion against Auslan Khan for 
Jibel, which, of course, the Rajah will do ere long, even though his 
long. established character for honesty and integrity cannot be affected, 
either in the eyes of Govemment, or of the numerous gentlemen in 
high office, with whom he has been connected, by the baseless slanders 
of disappointed and envious knavea and intriguers. 

4th. I beg once more to remind Your Highness that IOU are per
sisting in a course which involves great disrespect to, an defiance of, 
the British Govemment, seeing that you have refused to listen to my 
official warning that you cannot dismiss your Dewan and appo!-ut 
another (changed only in name but not in office) without the sanc.tlOn 
of the Govemor-General,in Council. Your Highness's present adVIsers 
are quite incompetent to the task they have undertaken, a~d are only 
striving to, as I have tola you again and again, to aggrandise and en-
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rich themselves, even though it involve the ruin of Your Highness and 
the Nizamut of which you are Raia. 

I remain, my Friend, 
(Signed) C. MACKENZIE, 

Officiating Agent Governor·General. 

XIX. 

From HIS HIGHNESS THE NAWAB NAZIM OF BENGAL, 

&c., to LIEUTENANT-COLONEL COLIN MACKENZIE, Offici
ating Agent Governor-General, MoorshedalJad. 

Dated 6th July, 1861. 
My FBIEND,-I nave to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, 

dated the 4th inBtant, and in reply beg to state with regard to the 
matter of Auslan Khan, whom Rajah Prosonno Ne.re.in intends to 
prosecute ere long for libel, you ought to have, out of courtesy at lee.st, 
furnished me with details of the charges brought by one servant of the 
Nizamut agn.inst another, especially e.s those charges ooncern the Nizl!.
mut property, and my knowing the merite of the ca.se would not have 
altered the position of the Rajah. 

2nd. In conclusion, I have to request that, .hould you .till diJl'er 
with me with respect to the points above mooted, you will be good 
enough to submit this letter and the rest of our correspondence since 
May 1e.st to His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. 

I remain, my Friend, 
Yours sincerely, 

(Signed) SYUD MUNBOOB. ULLEE. 

P. 8.-1 lJeg to remind you that, you have not as yet complied 
with my requisition to supply me with a copy of your Representation 
to Government to enable me to vindicate my charo.cter against any im
putation that might have been ca.st upon it. 

xx. 
On the 6th July His Highness invited the Agent to the Pe.le.ce, and 

regretted not having been able to visit him at Berhampore in con
sequence of indisposition. The following reply was sent :-

XXI. 

Eztracf from a letter dated 6th July, 18611-
No. 141 of 1861. 

From LIBUTENANT-COLONEL COLIN MACKENZIE, Ading 
Agent to Governor-General, to HIs HIGHNESS TUB NAWAB 

NAZIM OP BENGAL. 

Par. 3rd. It Your Highne88 supposes that I am, or han been, in 
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any way actuated by personal feellngs during the late unpleasant dis
cussions, yolt are greatly mistaken. Of course the disreputable and 
intriguing persons, who, under the guise of loyalty imd attachment 
to Your Highness, are doing their best to ~ect your ruin, and that of . 
the Nizamut, will endeavour to pers.uade Your Highlless to adopt. 
the contrary opinion :. but I greatly fear that unless Your Highness 
speedily shakes yourself free from, such pernicious influence., you will 
regret it when perhaps it is too late. Once more I solemnly warn 
Your Highness, and this in the spirit of a true friend, that it is in 
vain for you to expect me to set at nought the orders of the Govern
ment which I serve (and to which -you are as amenable as men of 
inferior rank) even were it not evident, that from first to last Your 
Highness has been miserably misled. 

6th. I am now compelled, with ill.finite regret, to apprise Your 
Highness dietinctly that it would be impossible for me, under all!! 
circumstances, to receive you, privatel!l or publicly,.BfJeIl were you 
dispose(/, to come, until the final orders of His Excellen!'y the Viceroy, 
and His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, arrive . 

. XXII. 

On the 16th July the Agent wrote to the Lieutenant-Governor as 
follows :-

"1. In continuation of my Despatch No. 71, dated the 26th June 
last, I have the honour.to state, for the information of His Honour 
the Lieutenant-Governor, that H. H. the Nawab Nazim of Bengal, up 
to the present· time, persists in repudiating the anthority of Govern
ment with regard to all the steps which he has lately taken, and in 
turning a deaf ear to my solemn warning and advice." 

.. 3. He persists in' thinking that, although he is at liberty to put. 
aside my authority as Agent, yet that I can act independently of the 
orders and wishes of Government. One cause of great dissatisfaction 
to His Highness is that I hQ.ve refused to allow money to be paid into 
his treasury except to the customary and authorised receipt and seal of 
the Dewan, Rajah Prosonno Narain Deb." 

XXIII. 

FrQm IUs HIGHNESS THE NAWAB NAZIM OF BENGAL, 

&c., to THE HONOURABLE J. P. GRANT, Lieutenant
Governor of BengaZ. 

My FBIBND,-In my former letter, dated 2nd instant, I h~ve 
already mentioned, for Your Honour's information, the reasons which 
induced me to abolish .the office of Dewan, and make other arrange
ments for the management of the Nizamut's business. It is I!lecessary 
that I should now state the eauses which led me to withdr&w my con
fidence from the late Dewan. 

2. In 1853, Rajah Prosonno Narain Deb Bahadoor applied for ~e 
place of Dewan Nizamut, and obtitoined it, upon the recommendation 
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?f C?l?nel G. H. M.ac~egor, the th~n G?vernment Agent. I reposed 
ImplicIt confidence m h1IlJ., vested him Wlth such powers from time to 
time as his position required, and made him valuable presents on divers 
occasions; in short, neve,. was a servant treated witk greater kindness 
than Rajah Prosonno N arain i but tke ,.etnrn whick I got for all those 
favours is wkat no servant ever made to his ma8ter. 

S. For some time after his appointment Rajah Prosonno 'Narain 
dischl\l"ged his duties to my satisfaction; but kis Ileal was short-lifJed; 
it was 8fJ.cceeded blJ an insatiable passion to Qgg,.andillB himself at mlJ 
e:cpense. 

4. Vain of his. absolute authority over the Nizamut, secu,.e of the 
.dgent' 8 8fJ.pport, and believing everything to be within his rea.eh, 
he 800n forgot his position and became unsteadlJ, ooerhearing, and 
insolent. I attempted to cor,.ect kim blJ good counsel, but w,tkout 
aucC888. 

5. I Will first allude to those circumstances, trifling as they are, 
which led to a mi8fJ.nderstanding, in creating wkick mlJ J)ewan, Rajah 
Prosonno Narain, had not an insignificant share. 

6. On the 14th of May last a message was brought to me that the 
Agent, with some of his friends, intended to call at the Palace. I was 
then living at Hoomayoon Munzil with my family, and on the previous 
day had taken physic, in consequence of which I felt very weak: and 
when the notice arrived I was labouring under a severe attack of head
ache. I had every wish til see the Agent, notwithstanding my indis
position; but as the day advanced, and I felt more and more unwell, 
and the distance between my Palace and the Munzil exceeded two 
miles, I was compelled to forego the pleasure of meeting the Agl'nt, to 
whom a message of my inability to come was accordingly sent. This 
slight accident, over which I had no control, was magnified into a 
serious offence and personal might; and the Agent, instead of following 
the dicates of his own sense, evidently listened to the counsels of 
designing men when he wrote the Persian letter, of which the accom
panying. is a copy (marked A). In tkis letter tke .dgent makes use of 
BUck insulting terms to me aa ill become tke rep,.esentative of the 
Britisk Gooernment. I regretted much that the simple circumstance 
should have caused such difference of feelin!!", and offered an ample 
apol09!l (although I was then smarting under the gratuitous reflections 
of the Agent) for the disappointment of which I was the innocent 
cause (vide my Persian letter, dated the 21st May, marked B). The 
Agent was not satisfied with my explanation, as the following extract from 
his letter, dated the 8th June, will show: "I cannot but accept the 
apology contained in your lp,tter, and regrct the severity of Your 
Highness's sufferings as you deecribe them. But the fact remains, 
that I never received a proper meesage by a proper meSBcnger an
nouncing the impossibility of Your Highnees's meeting with me in the 
Palace; and I therefore trust Your- Highnese will iseue suoh orders 
to your officers as will prevent a repetition of tke appearance of dis
respect to the representative of Hie Excellency the Viccroy." 

7. Now from thie it ie clear that the Agent is nqt pacified. I really 
do not comprehend how and in what way he expect! the meeeage. It 
was eent by me through N awab N azir Darab Ally Khan, who is a very 
re.pectable officer of my Court, and he communicated it to the Agent. 
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That this trifling occurrence still rankles in the mind of the Agent is 
evident from the tone of his letters, both Persian and English, which 
he has written to me since, as also from the circumstance of his having 
refused to attend my Durbar on the occasion of the Eed festival, 
although personally asked by the Nawab Nazi~ Darab.A.lly Khan, and 
written to by myself. I cannot help mentioning here, that out of 
respect to the Agent, I stopped the holding of the Durbar on that 
day; but the Agent, I regret to say, returned the compliment by 
passing that very evening in the house of my late Dewan. 

8. :Hut there are other more direct and substantial proofs of the 
Agent's bias against me, a bias which lowe not to any dereliction 
or omission on my part, but to the machinations of my Dewan. 

9. I shall now describe a proceeding, the result of a conspiracy, 
which I am sure cannot but disgust your Honour. Rajah Prosonno 
NarainDeb procured a privllte letter from the magistrate, Mr. Cocke
rell, to the address of ·the agent, copy of which is appended (marked C), 
for which the latter thanks his favourite in his private letter (markedD). 
The magistrate exhausts all his armoury of threats; he would punish 
me with the imposition of income tax, the jurisdiction of the. police in 
my killa, with no immunity from the .Arms Act, and the various un
defined mitrks of the displeasure of Government. The huqueem 
(native physician in my service) is assumed to be a budmash, a term 
with <which it is now the fashion to brand a person whom one wishes 
to crush in the absence of any definite charge to lay against him ; 
other persons are mixed up with him whom the Dewan would see 
ruined. . 

lO. Some letters are then addressed by the Agent to Rajah Pro
sonno N arain, apparently private and in confidence; but, as the 
sequence will show, with the 'View of insulting me, through the Dewan, 
magnifying his importance in my eyes and overwhelming me with 
stormy threats. The Dewan sends me these letters, the copies of 
which al·e herewith annexed (marked D, E, F, G, H); in one of them 
the Agent speaks of his being sick of my "folly and evasions;" in 
another he calls me "the foolish and ungrateful N azim ;" in the post
script of a third hEl asks of Prosonno N arain for the marriage contracts, 
and adds, contrary to good breeding, "I trust no forgery may be 
attempted, as that .. is transportation;" so much for abuses and insults; 
then there are threats imminient, and future, defined and vague, in the 
execution of which Rajah Prosonno Narain is to take more or less an 
active part; thus, in one letter the Agent says he "he thinks of goin!: 
down ttl Calcutta to hold a talk with the authorities there touching 
the Nazim;" in another, "To-morrow I shall take the business up. 
I agree with Mr. Cockerell's letter to me, and thank YOll for it. I 
shall be glad to see you in the afternoon, and to talk to you about !l,e 
Btep you contemplate. The Nazim is fast justifying Lord Dalhousle's 
treatment of him; and inviting fresh punishment from Government ;" 
and, to crown all, it is made out that I have "insulted Government 
and trilled with him" (the Agent), and then he throws his regis over 
his protege by telling him, "Do you be pleased, not to trouble your-
self." . . 

11. Whoever dreamt that a descendant of the Nuwab Meer Ma
homed Jaffer Khan, than whom a more staunch ally to the English is 
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not to be found in India, would be subjected, for the sake of oue of his 
own servants, to such degradation, after all the rights, privileges, and 
immunities, which the said Nuwab, Meer JaJfer, and his descendants, 
had enjoyed. . 

12. lowe ill this to Rajah Prosonno N arain and to the blind par
tiaJity of the Agent for him. I winked at Rajah Pr080nno Narain's 
faults, but he took an unfair advantage of my indulgence. He dis
missed most of myoid and faithful servants, and reinstated those whom 
I have turned out; he disposed of places without my knowledge, and 
committed a series of irregularities, for which the several departments 
of the Nizamut have suffered considerable injury. 

13. Reports of enonn01l8 Bpoliati01l8 qf my jewe18 and other pro
perty have, from time to time, been brought against the Dewan, but 
which, for want of sufficient evidence, I could not entertain. Pro
sonno Narain drewfrom my treatJlJary large8fM/IIJ qfmoneg on different 
occanon., for the purpose of purchasing Government Securities, an 
account of which, however, he has not yet submitted to me, although 
frequently called upon to do so. -

14. The Nawab Nazir Darab Ally Khan Bahadoor did, on several 
occasions, demand fromProeonno Narain, both verbally and in writing, 
a receipt for the jewel., gold, and .Ut'er article. (the property of the 
Nizamut) which he had, from time to time, taken from him, but with
out ,"cces •. 

15. The repetitions of BUCh accu.ationtl proceeding from different 
quarters did not fail to e:ceite a latent ,uBpicion in my mind, and .0 
long as he does not ,.ender any account qf hia .teward.hip, I have every 
reaso:d to complain of his conduct. Prosonno Narain was several times 
questioned .by me as to the diBpo.al qf the monies, above alluded to, 
but he alway. evaded me by giving vaguB repliea. When constrained 
by ill these circumstances, I dispensed with his services, and cilled 
upon him, by a written purwannah, dated the 19th of June last, which 
was repeated on the 24th ultimo (copies of both purwannahe. are 
annexed, marked I, J), to render me an account of all the pecunmry 
transactions that had passed through his hands. DUB notice of hi. 
diachfNge from my .ervice, and the call for the ,"bmiaBion of an 
account, were given to the Agent, but the result is the following reply 
from him under which the Dewan seems to have taken shelter: 

16. "As Your Highness's fiat alone can no more dismiss Rajah Pro
sonno Narain Deb than mine could, he is still the Dewan Nizamut, 
and as such he cannot, with reference to the interest of Your High
ness, and his duty to yon, to the Government and to himself, hand 
over chargB of the department. entru.ted to him to the irresponsible 
men pointed out by Your Highness, and certainly not to your High
ness's sons, who are mere children. In thia matter th. Rajah has 
acted by my direction given in presence of the Nawab Nazir Darab 
Ally Khan." 

17. The Agent has not only encouraged the Dewan not to render an 
auount of my property, but has gone to the length of ):lutting a stop 
to my Persian correspondence with him. He says in hu letter, dated 
25th June, 1861:-

18. "Your HighneBB has made it impo88ible for me to correspond 
with you officially in Persian, as the proper channel of business com-



257 

munications, viz., your Dewan is disowned for the present by you. 
Until, however, we both receive the orders of Government, by which 
we mUBt abide, I have no objection to receive letters from Your High-
nes., and to reply to them in English." -

19. Your Honour is aware that tke Persian is mylan!J1'a!Je and tke 
language qf tke Nizamut. I kO/lJs tlvus been deprived of tke privilege 
(Jf representing my views in my own tongue; tkat under an en
liglttened Government is not denied even to afelon. How far ihis 
prohibition has proved disadvantageouS to me. it is impossible,to give 
you an adequate idea. 

20. To the Agent's kind interference lowe another unpalatable 
boon. Not content with disputing my authority to dismiss my own 
sel'vant, the Agent. has of late refused to pass my stipend on I.he 
ground that the same can be alone paid to Rajah Prosonno Narain 
Deb, and not to any other person whom I choose to appoint for the 
purpose (vide letter marked K). I would like to ask the Agent 
whether, on previous occasions, the stipend was not paid by my cash
Keeper? If so, what could be the motive, except that of putting me 
to trouble. and expense for the sake of his favourite, that induced the 
Agent to keep back my stipend? 

21. The Agent, in his zeal to serve Rajah Prosonno Narain, is be
traying himself into acts which I am sure your Honour will construe 
rightly. 

22. Because by virtue of the explicit authority of the solemn agree
ment (which, as far as I know, does not contain any prohibitive clause) 
I I.ave dismissed my own servant and desired kim to render me an 
account, under ""''Picion of kis havin!J abused his t1'U8t, because I have 
entertained in my service Huqeem Ahool Hossain under the sacred 
right of a prince to select his own physician, whose treatment hag been 
very successful in my family, and who, like every man, has a right to 
be considered honest unless otherwise proved, am I to be treated as I 
have been? Bu·rely, my unilwervin!J alle!Jiance to Her Most Excelle1at 
Britannic Majesty, my lo.I/aUy so often acknowled!Jed and rewarded, 
never merits such maltreatment at the hands of tke representative of 
His Excellency tke Viceroy. 

23. I appeal to your 'Honour, wkom I loole upon as my jud!Je, my 
advocate, and my friend. For tke .A!Jent sides witk my dismissed 
servant-a servant whose face. come what may, I have sworn not to 
see· again. To whom can I loole for advice and kelp but to that 
Government wMck regards me as tke representative qf its old and 

faithful ally 1 Upon your fiat depends tke protection of my interesls 
and tke 8U8tenance qf my honour, wkich I hold dearer than life. 
.' I remain, my friend, 

Yolirs most sincerely, 
(Signed) SYUD M.UNSOOR ULLEE. 

Palace, Moorshedabad, 17th July, 1861. 

P.S.-In addition to the letters above adverted to, I take the liberty 
to append the rest of my correspondence (18 in number) with the. 
Agent, relative to the question now before your Honour, to come to IL 

right understanding of my case. -
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XXIV. 

From HIS HiGHNESS THE NAWAB NAZIlII OF BENGAL, 

&C., to THE HONOURABLE J. P. GRANT, Lieutenant
Governor of Bengal. 

Palace, Moorshedabad, the 18th July, 1861. 
My FBIEND,-The Agent to the Governor·General having with· 

. held from me ,,; copy of his representation to Government, touching 
the dismissal of the Dewan Nizamut, I have to request Your Honour 
will order a copy of the said representation to be given to me from 
your office to enable me to ascertain my position and justify myself, if 
necessary. 

I remain, my Friend, 
Yours very .incerely, 

(Signed) SYUD MUNBOOR ULLEE. 

xxv. 
From HIS HIGHNESS THE NAWAB NAZIM OF BENGAL, 

&C., to LIEUTENANT-COLONEL COLIN MACKENZIE, Agent 
to tke Governor-General, Moorshedabad. 

Para. 2nd. ~ou have more than once t,axed me for listening to the 
counsel of "disreputable persons and intriguer.... May I ask you 
their name.? I am not aware of having any but honest and honour· 
able men about me, and if you know of any person who deserves the 
epithets above quoted, I sha.ll be obliged by your enlightening me 
without delay. 

3rd. I have to assure you that I follow nobody's counsel but my 
own, and if ever I was misled, it was by my late Dewan. 

4th. I rea.lly do not understand how you have made out that I 
expected you "to set at naught the orders of the Government which 
you serve. 

5th. If the explanation which I gave you, for not meeting you on 
the occasion of your last visit to my Palace does not satisfy you, I can 
only .ay that I am extremely .orry for it, and your attempt to make it 
a Government cause will, I doubt not, prove futile, for I would be 
in.ulting that august body who rule the destinies of India were I to 
suppose them capable of viewing the matter in the same light as 
you do. . 

6th. You have been once a sincere friend to me, and our present 
difference of feeling will, I am sure, cease to exist when the cau.e of 
our dispute, namely, the Dewau, is finally removed by orders of 
Government. 

7th. In conclusion, I have to request you will be pleased to forward 
copies of this letter, and the one under notice, to the Honourable the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. 

I remain, yours sincerely, 
(Signed) SYUD MUNSOOR ULLEE. 

Palace, Moo1'8hedab&d, 
The 18th July, 1861. 
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XXVI. 

From HIB HIGHNESS THE NAWAB NAZIM OF BENGAL, 

&c., to' LIEUTENANT-COLONEL COLIN MACKENZIE, Offi
ciating Agent to the Governor-Genm'al, Moorshedabad. 

Palace, Moorshedabad, 23rd July, 186!. 
My FRlEND.-I have to bring to your notice that the 'office table, 

used by the late D~wan Nizamut, has been assailed in different places 
by white ants. and unless the drawers are opened and the contents 
examined (and this can alone be done by the Dewan who has the 
ke,Vs), I have every reason to fear the valuable documents which the 
table is said to contain will snffer material i~jury. 

2nd. I have to add that the Dewan has in hi. cUlotody keys of 
cet1;ain Almirahs, Chests, &c., appertaiuing to the office, and con
taining important papers, which also ought to be examined. 

3rd It is expected that you will make the necessary arrangements 
to ensure the safety of the 'papers in question. , 

4th. I beg to st,ate further that agreeably to instructions conveyed 
in the letter of the Secretary to the Government of India, dated the 
11th September, 1852, the then Government intimates to m~ in the 
Persian letter, dated the 16th September, 1852, that it is .not the in
tention of the Governor-General to interfere in the appointment or 
dismissal of the Nizamut servants, but it is necessary that the Agent 
should report to Government the appointment or dismissal of such 
superior Officers as the Dewan Nizamut. 

5th. In conclusion I request you will be. good enough to send an 
early reply to this letter, and forward a transcript of the paragraph 
4th, for the information of His Honour the Lieutenaut-Governor of 
Bengal. 

I remain, my Friend. 
Yours sincerely, 

(Signed) SYUD MUNSOOR ULLEE. 

XXVII. 
On the 30th July, 1861. the Agent wrote to the Lieutenant. 

Governor on behalf of the Dewan, and forwarded the Dewan's Peti
tion to Government. 

XXVIII_ 
On the 2nd September, the Agent wrote to His Highness about 

the Nizamut accounts, and received the following reply_ 

XXIX. 

From HIB HIGHNESS THE NAWAB NAZllII OJ' BENGAL,· 

&c., to LIEUTENANT-COI,ONEL COLIN MACKENZIE, Acting 
Agent Governor-General, MoorskedabarZ. 

My FRI~Nl).-You are aware that, under your own instructions, my 
S 2 
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'late Dewan, Rajah Prosonno Narain Deb Bahadoor, has i;" his keeping 
all the chests and boxes containing the Nizamut accounts and other 
papers, and that I have on several occasions solicited you to order 
him to render them up to me, as my affairs have been brought to a 

, stand·still. for want of tbose papers, but that you have not been kind 
enough to favour me with any 'reply to my address on the subject, 
nor has the Rajah Prosonno Narain surrendered to me the papers. 
You will, therefore, no doubt see that, under these circumstances, 
that is, so long as Rajah Prosonno Narain retains the custody of my 
papers, and in consequence I am debarred from access to them, it, is 
impossible for me to carry into eft'ect the orders of the Bengal Govern· 
ment as communicated to me in your letter No. 166 A., dated the 
2nd instant, as I will be unable to compare the statement now for
warded to me with my own account.. 

1: b~g to solicit you will be kind enough to submit a copy of this 
letter to His Honour the Lieutenant·Governor of Bengal with the 
view of apprising His Honour of the reasons winch preclude me from 
obeying his orders with that despatch with which he requires it should 
'De done. ' 

, I remain, my Friend; 
Yours sincerely, 

(Signed) SYUD MUNSOOB. ULLEE. 
Palace, Moorshedabad, 

The 4th September, 1861. 

xxx. 
On the 4th September, His Highness wrote to the Agent in· 

quiring about the Berah Festival, and not receiving a reply, wrote 
again. 

XXXI. 

From HIS HIGHNESS THE NAWAB NAZIM OJ' BENGAL, 

&C. to LIEUTENANT.COY,ONEL C. MACKENZIE, Agent Go
vernor-General, MoorBheda:bad. 

Palace, Moorshedabad, the 11th September, 1861. 
My FBIBND,--On the 4th instant, I did myself the honour of ad· 

dressing you a letter, and then sent Darab Ally Khan Bahadoor to 
wait upon you with a verbal message communicating that the Berah 
festival would take place on the 12th. The Khan Bahadoor informed 
me on his return that you would favour me with a written answer on 
the subject. Up to this moment, however, I have not received it. I 
beg, therefore. to inform you that I have postponed the celebration of 
the festival till Thursday week, the 20th September, and hope to hear 
from you on the matter within that time. 

I remain, my Friend. 
Yours sincerely, 

{Signed) SYUD MUNSOOB. ULLBE. 
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XXXII. 

After a Illngthy correspondence on various questions relating to His 
Highness' Dewau, and other matters, the Agent received the follow
ing communication on the 17th January, 1862 :-" It is not the inten
tion of the Governor- General, in Oouncil, that Lieutenant-00lone1 
Mackenzie should resume charge. He is directed to abstainfr~m all 
further interference in Nizamut affairs. The grave doubts of HUJ Ex
cellency in Oouncil as to Oo1onel Mackenzie's unjitnessfor tke position 
ke now holds have been already recorded, an(l the present correspond
ence clearly shows that any hope Df his ever obtaining a salutary influ
ence over the N azim is out of tke question." 

XXXlli. 

(No. 406.) 

From the SECRETARY to the GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, 

with the GoVERNOR-GENERAL. to the SECRETARY to the 
GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 

, Dated, Simla, 6th July, 1863. 
SI&,-I am directed to reply to your letter, No. 1158, dated Maruh 

11, reporting on the Petition of RaJah Prosonno Naram Deb, Ba.h..
door, Dewan, Nizamut of Moorshedabad. 

2 The points on which a report was called for by his Exeellency the 
Viceroy and Governor-General were four :-

1st. Attempts on the part of the Nawab Nazim to deprnre 
the Dewan of his official residence. 

2nd. Non-recognition of the Dewan's official title by the 
N awab N azim. 

3rd. The Dewan, being deprived of the management of ear
tam pensions and certain tomb payments, which are a 
charge on the Nizamut funds. 

4th. The Dewan being accused of delay in rendering the 
Nizamut accountS'. 

3. On the first point, the following appear to be the facts of the 
case. When the house was erected, the understanding was that the 
IJewan was to ha"e it as long as he continued to exercise tke functions 
qf I)8'Wan. The land on which the house was built belonged to the 
Nizamut, and not to the Nawab Nazim, but there were some ruined 
buildings on it which the Nawab Nazim bought with his own money. 
The house itself was built from a grant of Rs. 7,000. from the Nizamut 
Fund, and from old materials. to which the Nawab Nazim added some 
money from his own pocket, on the understanding that when the 
Dewan ceased to use \t, the house was to become available for one of 
his sons. After the quarrel with the Dewan, the Nawab Nazim: tried 
to oust him, but the Bengal Government deeided that, as the house 
was required for the use of the Dewan Nizamut, it could not be 
vacated. After this decision the N awab N azim appealed twice to the 
A~ent Governor·General, offering to repay all the money spent from 
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. the Nizamut Fund in the buildiug and repair of the house. But as 
th .. Nawab Nazim laid claim to the house on the the ground that it 
·was built for one of his sons, an assertion which the Ageut could not 
for a moment admit, the matter was allowed to drop. 

4. The Lieuteuaut-Governor has not favoured His Excellency the 
Viceroy with any !>pinion on t.he subject. The Dewau, however, oc
cupies the house under the orders of the Bengol Go.-ernmeut, and has 
a right to expect protection from being either ousted or molested in 
its occupation. This question is distinct from Ilny proposition on the 
part of the N awab N azim to secure an indisputable title to t.he 
premises, by paying what the house cost the Nizamut Fund. l'he 
offer of the Nawab Nazim to repay the amount ('xpended from the 
Nizamut Fund was in itself an admission of the weakness of his claim. 
But it is not· clear to His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor-Ge
neralon what conditions the Nawab Nazim contributed towards the 
expense of the construction of the house. The matter is one which, 
under present circumstances, should not be allowed to drop, but should 
be cleared up, and tM Nawab Naz;m'8 claim, to fvhatevet" eztent it 
may "zist, be clearly proved, and ahoold be fully satisfied_ 

6. As regards the non-recognition of the official title of Dewan 
Nizamut, held by Rajah Prosunno N &rain Deb, Major Thomson reports 
that the Nawab Nazim had in several lette,.. spoken of the Dewan 
Nizamut as the Agent's Dewan, but the Agent was unwilling .to notice 
what he thought was not intended as an 6flront. But at last, on 
receiving a letter in which the Nawab Nazim spoke with disrespect and 
distrust of the Dewan, he, on 1st December, 1862, wrote to the Nawab 
N azim, insisting that, in official correspondence, he would write of the 
Rajah as the Dewan Nizamut. He reports that ever since t.hen the 
Nazim has given the Dewan his proper title, and the Dewan never 
complained to the Agent officially on the subject. 

But I am to point out that when the memorial of the Dewan Niza
mut was submitted to .Government on 20th November, no stt'ps had 
been taken by the Agent Governor-General to secure the recognit.ion of 
the Rajah's title. Moreover, in the mont.h of August, t·he Nawab 
Nazim had written to t.he Agent a much stronl(M' It'UM' than that 
which called forth the Al(ent's remonstrance of lot December, and in 
that letter wrote of t.he Dewan with the most. shl(lied insolence as the 
"ex-Dewan," and" your Dewan," and charger! him wit.h forgery. It 
was the .Agent·s duty to have remonstrated agniu.t that letter, and to 
have protected from gross insult an oflicer who possessed t.h~ confidence 
of Government aud with respect to whom t·he ordcrs of Government 
were, "the Governor-General in Council will not allow His Highness 
another opportunity of treating with injusticeandcont.umely a high n .... 
tive officer appointed with the sanction of Government and still possess
ing its confidence." His further to be remarked that/he Nawab Nazim's 
reply to Major Thomson'. letter of 1st December expressed no intention 
of recognising the Dewan's title, but merely repeated his strong olliee
tion to receive message. through Rajah Prosunno N arain Deb Bahadoor 
in private matters. and his intention to attend to the .Agent's wishes in 
these matters, and to conduct his private affairs himself, if the Agent 
would COl'J'e8pond with him direct.. Morover in the fourth Paragrapb 
of hi. fresh memorial to the Secretary of Stete, dated lst December, 
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which notwithstanding the remonstrances of the A.gent Governor
General, the Nawab Nazim has refused to modify, the Nawab Nazim 
again talks of the Dewan Nizamut as the ex-Dewan. 

You will, therefore, instruct the A.gent to the Governor-General to 
inform the Nawab Nazim that, in future, all letters from His Highness 
will be returned nnanswered in which, when writing of the Dewan 
Nizamut, the Nawab Nazim does not give that officer his proper title 
of Dewan Nizamnt, or gives him any other title. 

6. The third point on which a Report was called for was the transfer 
of the management of certain pensions and tombs from the Dewan 
Nizamut to the Nawab Nazim. It is nowhere distinctly stated what 
these pensions, &C.. are. Bnt 80 far as His Excellency can gather 
from the papers before him, the pensions appear to be what are called 
the A..krobah, and the Tombs appear to be the Tombs kept up in 
memory of the family of A.liverdi Khan. and the charge on both 
acconnts appears to be on the Nizamut Fund, and not on the Nawab 
Nazim's personal stipend. Upto 1848 the Nawab Nazim seems to 
have had 80me voice in their management, but owing to frauds then 
practised, and the non-report of many lapsed pensions, their distribu
tion appears then to have been limited entirely to the Dewan. His 
Honour, the Lil'utenant-Govl'rnor, appears at first to have considered 
their distribution a part of the Dewan's duties, under the orders of 
14th January, 1862, for in March of that year, when certain peti
tioners asked that their pensions might be distributed through the 
Nawab Nazim instead of through the Dewan, and suggested that they 
should be paid through the Agent's office. On this His Honour. the 
Lieutenant-Governor, ruled that their distribution should be left to. the 
Nawa.b Nazim. 

The facts have been gathered from remarks scattered over the c0r
respondence. In the Report now before His Excellency, the Viceroy 
and Governor-General, no grounds whatever are given for the decision 
that the distributio,. of the pensWfI8, &c., akouU he left to the Nawah 
N a%im. His Excellency, however, is of opinion that tile best course 
which Government can follow in its dealings with the Nawab Nazim, 
is to adhere strictly to the principles laid down in the orders of 14th 
January, 1862, unless they shall be modified by Her Mlidesty'sGo
vernment. The private aEaire of the Nawab Nazim, and the Nizamut 
affaire, should be kept entirely distinct, and the responsibility for the 
administration of the latter should in the first instance rest on the . 
Dewan Nizamut. If. therefore, as His Excellency supposes. the ex
pense of the pensions and Tombs referred to are charged to the Ni.amut 
Fund. and not to the Nawab Nazim's personal stipend, His Excellency 
requests' that the administration of them, and of all expenditure 
similarly charged. may be restored to the Dewan Nizamut, who cannot 
be relieved of any portion of responsibility attaching to him under the 
orders of Hth January, 1862. . 

7. On the fourth and last point, the alleged delay in rendering the 
accounts. the Dewan had explained :-lst. That, as he could not go in 
person to the palace, he, with the concurrence of the late Agent, the 
Magistrate of Berhampore, and the Nawab Nazim himself, Bent Mr. 
Vivien, the superintendent of buildings, with an English writer, to 
deliyer over the acconnts to Messrs~ Knott and Montriou on behalf 
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of the Nazim; but after some of the papers had been examined 
Messrs. Knott and Montriou raised objections, and Mr. Vi~ian was so 
,!iiscourteously treated that he refused to go back again. 2nd. That 
thereafter the N azim went to Calcutta, and of course the accounts 
could not then be made over. 3rd. That the Dewan next employed 
an attorney, Mr. Judge, to make over the accounts; but as the chest 
was sealed with the N azim's own seal, affixed after the Dewan had 
been precluded from access to the papers, Mr. Knott would allow no 
one but the Dewan, or some one on his part, to break the seal, and 
Mr. Judge was of opinion that this could not be done. 4th. That 
when at last the Bengal Government ordered the boxes to be .made 
over in presence of the Agent, Mr Knott commenced by laying before 
the Agent a box, and alleging that the Dewan had abstracted the 
Agreement of 1834, yet that agreement was found in its proper place 
in this very box; that Mr. Knott charged the Dewan with the respon
sibility for several missing accounts, yet these were afterwards found 
ill the palace, but when so found Mr. Knott asserted that the signature 
of apprOlJal on them tolU not genuine. 

With respect to these complaints, His Excellency desired a report to 
be submitted "in the accusations made with respect to delay of 
accounts and non-production of papers which it would seem were 
found to be in their proper place." The Agent Governor-General, 
however, touohes upon no single point which it was important should 
be fully entered into. Not a· single statement of the Dewan is im
pugned, but the Agent content. himaeif with pronouncing that. as 
stated in his letter to the Bengal Government, No. 80, of 26th July 
last, no copy of which is furnished. both pariiea Me to blame. 

I am to refer· to the correspondence noted in the margin, Bnd to 
inform you that so far as appears from the records of this office, the 
explanations of the Dewan Nizamut in regard to the delay in render
ing the accounts are quite correct, and that, as at present informed, 
His Excellency acquits the Dewan Nizamut of blame in this matter. 

S. With reference to the 2nd and 3rd paragraphs of your letter, I 
am to observe that the Dewan Nimmut has been placed in a position 
of considerable difficulty by the irritating manller in which the N awab 
Nazim has acted towards him. and although he hlU in aome instance. 
tJf'red in point of discretion, His Etrcellency the VictJf'o!l and Governor
General doea not think that he naB been aerioual!l to blame. or that he 
has forfeited his claim to the support of Government. 

10. I am to request that a copy of the first eight paragraphs of thi. 
letter may be given to the Dewan Nizamut in reply to his Memorial. 

I have, &e., 
(Signed) H. M. DURAND, 

Secretary to the Government of India. 
(True copy.) 

THOMAS JONES, 
Registrar, Bengal Set'I'etariat. 

(True copy.) 
W. G. BUCKLE, 

Agent Govemor·GrrJerlll. 
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One false step led to another, and the Agent Governor
General not only supported the Dewan against the Nawab~
but also withheld His Highness' stipend for a long time 
without ajust cause (Page 249). His Highness was there
fore obliged to borrow money at a high rate of interest 
(Page 250) to meet the current expenses of his large 
family, and 011 applying afterwards to the qovernment 
for compensation, he was referred to the ex-Agent. The 
ex-Agent refused to pay, so the Nawab instructed his 
solic.itors to -try the issue in a Court of Justice, but-the 
proceedings were at once stopped by the Government 
(Page 268), and the Nawab was compelled to sustain the 
whole loss without a prospect of redress from any quarter! 
Thus was the Nawab a second time debarred from appealing 
to a Court of Justice for the recovery or'that which every 
right-thinking man must consider he was justly entitled 
to ! The following letters throw some light on the 
subject :-

Correspondence relating to the interest paid by His High.
ness for the use of money during the stoppage of his Stipend. 

I. 

No. 58A. 

From HIS HIGHNESS THE NAWAB NAZIM OJ' BENGAL, 

&c., to MAJOR W. A. A. THOMsoN,Agent to the Governor
General, Moorshedabad . 

. My FRIlIND,-I beg to subjoin a statement, showiDg the sums of 
money I was obliged to borrow from Bankers and others, and the 
interest which was paid for these accommodations, to enable me to 
meet the pressing necessities of the Nizamut for the period, namely, 
June to December, 1861, during whioh Lieutenant·Colonel Colin 
Mackenzie, the late Agent to the Governor·General unwarrantably 
stopped the payment of my monthly stipend. . 

It would be needless for me to repeat all that had tl'anspired in 
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relation to this matter, and of the indignities and inconvenience. I 
experienced at the time. I, therefore, refer you to the correspondence 
noted on tIle margin, from which you will perceive, that I had pro
tested against this act of the Agent, and warned him that I should 
"look to him for reparation." This warning will be found in my 
letter, No.6, dated 5th July, 1861, to his address. 

Tbe least reparation I can now seek from Government is the reim
bursement to me of Rupees 7,167-5-8, the amount of interest which I 
had paid for the monies advanced to me by the parties during my 
embarrassment. 

I remain, &c., 
(Signed) SYUD MUNSOOB ULLEE. 

Palace, Moorshedabad, 
The 80th October, 1862. 

II. 

No. 97. 

From MAJOR W, A. A. THOMSON, Agent to the Governor. 
GeneTaZ; MoorshedalJad, To HIS HIGHNESS THE NAWAB 

NAZIM OF BENGAL. 

Dated :Berhampore. 1st November, 1862. 
My FBIlIND,-In reply to your letter. No. 58 A, of the 80th 

nItimo, I beg to remind Your Highness that Government """" 
gave the alightest sanction to the suspensio,. of your Monthly Stipeml, 
and wonId, therefore, decline to pay the amount of interest men
tioned by Your Highness were I to forward your letter. 

I remain, &c., 
(Signed) W. A. A. THOMSON, Major, 

Agent Governor-General. 

III. 

No. 68A. 

From HIS HIGHNESS THE NAWAB NAZJM OF BENGAL, 

&C., to MAJOB W. A. A. THOMSON, Agent ta the Governor
General, Moarskedabad. 

My FRJlIlID,-I am in receipt of your letter, No. 97, of this date, 
in which you inform me, that Government not having sanctioned the 
late Agent'. act, by which. my atipeml was 81Upended for Bef)en 
montha, it wonId decline to pay to me the interest I had incurred 
fur money borrowed to meet the urgent wants of my fumily and 
establishment. 

Lieutenant·Colonel Mackenzie, hanng, in the capacity of Agent to 
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the Governor-General, done me a wrong, and, he, in his letter, dated 
28th June, 1861, having instructed me, that, "for tbe time being, 
any official declaration proceeding from the Agent, carries with it the 
full authority of the Governor-General in Council," it became my 
duty, if not, an act of ('ourtesy towards Government, On my part, 
first, to make known my claims to Government, and, on Government 
directing me to hold Lieutenant-Colonel Mackenzie responsible for the 
consequence of his unauthorized act, I could then take the necessary 
measures for recovering from bim such damages as I have auffered. 

Under such circumstances I beg you wiillay my previous letter be
fore the Government, and communicate it. decision thereon. 

. I remain, &c., 
(Signed) SYUD MUNSOOR ULLEE. 

Palace, Moorshedabad, 
The 1st November, 1862. 

IV. 

No. 2634. 

From THE HONORABLE A. EDEN, OfficiatingSecretaJry 
to tke Government of Bengal, to THE AGENT TO THE 
GOVERNOR-GENERAL, Moorskedabad. 

Fort William; the 27th November, 1862. 
Sm,-I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter,' No. 

116. dated 13th inst:, with enclosures, being an application from the 
Nawab Nazim to be allowed a compensation of Rupees 7,167-5-3, being 
the amount of interest he has had to pay for money advanced to him 
by money-lenders, during the period the payment of his monthly 
stipend was stopped, and in reply to state that the Lieutenant-Go
vernor is unable to comply with His Highness's request. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) A. EDEN. 

OlFg. Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal. 

No. 121. 

Copy forwarded for the information of His Highness, the N awab 
N azim, with reference to his letters of the 30th October and 1st ultimo, 
Nos. 58 and 63 A. 

(Signed) 

Berhampore, 
8th December, 1862 .. 

W. A.THOMSON, Major, 
Agent Governor-General. 
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V. 
No.8. 

From THE AGENT TO THB GOVERNOR-GBNERAL, Moor-
8kedalJad, to HIS HIGHNESS THE NAWAB NAZIM Oll' BEN

GAL, Berhampore, 30th January, 1863. 

My FBmND,-I have been directed by His Excellency the Go
vernor-General in Council to ask Your Highness whether Messrs. 
'Remfry and Rogers are acting with your knowledge and by your au
thority in the prosecution now being made against Colonel C. Macken
zie, late Agent to the Governor·General at Moorshedabad, and if so, 
what' are your reasons for departing in matters purely Official from the 
usual and prescribed course. 

2. I am further directed to inform Your Highness, that, if Messrs. 
Remfrey and Rogers are acting by your authority, tM Go.,BNlor
General i .. Council mud fIiew wjt" disple~ any proceeding8 wllic", 
0" tlle face of t"em, gil)B trouble a .. d a .... oyance to an Ojficer of 
GOfJernment, wlo d.id .. ot"i .. g lIIorB tlla .. "u. duty; moreover, that it 
is the intention of Government to support Colonel Mackenzie in this 
matter, and that it will be well for Your Highness to re-conaider the 
step you have taken and withdraw from the vexatious proceedings to 
which you have given rise. 

(Signed) 

VI. 

I remain, &c., 
W. A. A. THOMSON, 

Agent Governor-General. 

No. 12. 

From HIS HIGHNESS THE NAWAB NAZIM Oll' BENGAL, 

&c., to MAJOR W. A. A. THOMSON, Agent to tke 
GO'Vernor-General, MoorBhidalJad. 

My FBmND,-I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
No.8, of yesterday's date, in which you inform me that Hi8 E:rcellency 
tlle Gocerncw-General i .. Council fDOUld fIiew wit" displetUtWB tM 
prosecution of my i .. tended actio .. againd Colonel Colin MackeneiB, 
for tlle reCOfJery of tM jntered 1 "ad paid on .. nu of money 1 w ... 
compelled to borrow, when Illy ,Upend w ..... spended for a time. 

In reply, I beg to intimate to you, for the information of His Excel
lency the Governor-General, that 1 "ave adopted tM only COM.e OptM 
to me, namely. of directi .. g"'!! IOlicitor. to drop tM actio .. they were 
about to institute on my behalf. 

(Signed) 
Palace, Moorshedabad. 

31st Jan .• 1863. 

I remain, &c., 
SYUD MUNBOOB. ULLEB. 
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'rhere is little doubt that the above circumstances must 
have militated very much against the interests of the 
Nawab, if (as they probably were) they were looked upon 
in a per60nallight by the Governor-General. We main
tain that personal feelings should not have actuated any 
man (particularly one high in office like a Governor. 
General of India) in the performance of his ojficial 

duty, and whatever may 11ave been the nature of the 
supposed affront offered to the Government in the person 
of the Agent, the Nawab having fully apologized, privately 
and officially, had more than made every atonement for 
his error, and no further notice should have been taken 
of the subject. But the· Go:vernor-General was evi
dently not appeased, for he entirely changed his views 
of the Nawab's claims, and refused to accord that justice 
which His Highness had been led to expect at his hands. 

The ~rst Memorial of 1857 presented by His Highness 
was never replied to, and the second of 1860, after lying 
on the table of the Foreign Secretary's Office in Calcutta 
for .twenty-one months, was partially answered by Lord 
Canning in the following manuer-pending the decision 
of the Secretary of State thereon :-

Extr4.ct from a letter from the Officiating Secreta!,!! to the 
Government of India to the Secreta,,!! to the Government of 
Be7lgal, dated, Fort William, the 14th Jauua"!!, 1862. No. 
28. 

1. I am directed by the Governor·General in Council to aoknowledge 
the receipt of your letters relative to the recent dismissal of the Dewan 
by the Nawab Nazim of Bengal, and to the conduct of His Highness 
towards the Governor-General's Agent, Lieutenant-Colonel Mackenzie. 

2. On the first point, I am . directed to express the general concur
rence of His Excellence in Council in the view taken by the Lieutenant
Governor, both IU to tAe constitution of the office of Dewan, and, as to 
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'the course which tM Nawab Nazim', proceeding. towar" the pre .... t 
.Dewan, impose upon the Government. 

S. Heretofore, no .Dewall hal ever bee.. appointed, or removed, by 
the Nawab Nazim, without tM cO .. CIlrrenc. and approval of th, 
Government, or, its Agent, and, although tM GOller .. ment has always 
assumed tM power of appointing and remolling th • .Dewan, m oppo
sition to tM wisMs of th_ Nawab. yet, the power has in no case been 
exercised, except, after previous communication with the N awab, and, a 
full consideration of his objections. 

4. Therefore, in summarily dismissing the Dewan without enquiry 
and without any just cause, in opposition to the remonstrances of the 
Agent, and in violation of his own promise, on abolishing the office of 
Dewan, and in appointing his two sons to .. conduct the afl'uirs of the 
Nizamut" aided by another functionary under the title of Madar-ul
Maham, th_ present Nawab Nazim has not only departedfrom a long 
established usage, bnt has usurped an a .. tllOrity .vhieh does not belong 
to him, and, was never even claimed by any of his predecessor,. The 
proceeding is one, which, to say the lea8t of it, is not respectful to the 
Government. 

5. The Governor-General in Council is not, in the leost, disposed to 
interfere with th_ Nawab'a mana,l1emelOt of ,.is OU'n private affair,. nor 
does His Excellency desire, any 10ngcl', to have a voice in the appoint
ment of the persons by whom the expenditure of the N awab's peNonal 
stipend is to be controlled. His Highness is at liberty to spend his 
income as he pleases, so long as he keeps out pf debt, and he is equally 
free to choose his own servants, to dismiss them, and to designate them 
by any names that he deems appropriate. 'But the Governor-General 
in Council will not allow His Highness another opportunity of treating 
with injustice, or contumely, a high native officer, appointed with the 
sanction of Government, and, still possessing its confidence, .. or, will 
the Nawab, infllt""B, be conavlted as to the appointm.nt of th. officer 
by I/:hom the general bl/sines. of the Nizamut .. managed under th. 
81Vperintendence of the Agent. 

6. Tht' Nawab Nazim, therefore, should be informed, that, the 
Government will take no cognizance of the arrangement he h,," made 
for the management of the affairs of his own household, and that the 
expense of it must be defrayed from the funds at the dispo88l of His 
Highness. The Nawab .hould alBa be told, that tM .Dewan will flat 
be allowed in future to interferB i/O the p;';"atB affairs of Hia Highneas, 
but, that M iB tM on~f/ 'llficer who", tM GO"""''''''J1lt will ,."cognize aa 
tM .Dewan of the Niaamut, and through whom tM 6 .. aineas of the 
Ni~t, oetUJf'ally, will be tratuJacted. Th, .Dewa .. tlJill continue to 
rtceive the .alarg he has hitherto drawn. but, it will b. paid to loim 
from tM Ni.amut Fund. The offiCI) will b. maintained on thiafooting 
80 long aa it .. held by Rajah Pr08Of1O N arai .. .Deb, but, when a 
... aeancy occurs, it will have to be considered whether the duties are not 
luch as may be performed by a less expensive agency. 

The Nawab Nazim'e .tipend, togtdher with all arrear. that may b, 
due to Aim, should be paid at 0_ to AiB own receipt,' if this baa not 
Deen already done, consequent upon a communication which lately 
p8t!8ed between the Governor-General and the Lieutenant-Governor. 
With regard to the affront offered by the Nawab Nazim to the Agent 
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on the occasion of his visiting the Palaoe in May last, the Governor
General in Council agrees with the Lieutenant-Governor in thinking 
that it has by no means been atoned for by the very unsatisfactory e~
planation which has been accepted by Lieutenant-Colonel MackenzIe 
as an apology to hOOse1£. For that affront offered to the Government 
in the person of its Agent, His E:z:cellency;"" Council will Mt be 
satisfied with these imlperfect e:Z:Cfl8e8. Nothing short of ajutl admis-
8ion of 81"1"or, and an unresertJed e:z:pre8,non of regret can be received 
by the Government as a au.fficient apology, and the N awab should be 
told that, until such an apology has been forwarded by him, and accepted 
by the Lieutenant-Governor, neither will the request which His High
ness has made for permission to visit the Governor-General be con
sidered, nor will the letters which he addressed to His Excellency on 
the 16th and 25th October be answered. The Llgent, also, will be 
withdrawn for the pre8ent, and all official communications between the 
Government and the Nawab will be made through the Collector ;of 
Moorshedabad, until an Agent, regularly appointed, can, with pro
propriety, resume his functions. 

7. I am directed to take the opportunity of referring to the Nawab 
N azOO's Memorial to the Secretary of State, and to the correspondence 
ending with your letter No. 421; dated the 6th July last, relative to the 
Accounts of the Minority, and to the allegations made by His Highness 
in respect to the late Mr. Torrens. 

8. The N awab sbould be informed that his Memorial, though elll
pre88ed ;",. language far from respectful, will be forwarded to the 
Secretary of State for the consideration of Her Majesty's Government, 
together with BUch remarks as the unfounded pretenlticms it sets forth, 
'and the erroneous statements and inferences it contains, have rendered 
flece8sary. . 

9. At the same time it should be clearly explained to His Highness 
that tke Governor- General in Council entirely rejects his claims 80 
far as they are founded on tke assertion of a,,!! Treaty-rights, or of 
fA,,!! sovereign or hereditary titles, and :that his recognised position in 
regard to the sum of sixteen lacs of SiCCB rupees, now annually set 
apart for Nizamut purposes, and to the accumulations thereof, is as 
follows:-

1st. Since 1'771, si:deen lacs of rupees have been granted for Nizamut 
purposes. The continued payment of this sum is gUaranteed by flO 

Treaty, and, it has hitherto been paid of the free will, grace and 
favour of the British Government. It may celUe, or may be diminished, 
whtmefJer the Government shall determine, but. there is M intention of 
making a,,!! change in the present arrangBmBflt during the lifetime of 
the present Nat.ab. 

2ndly. Though there is tlO gv.t1ratltee for the continuance of the .60"e 
payment in whole, or in· pflrt, yet, certai .. pensions, now charged upon' 
it, were declared by Lord Cornwallis, in 1790, tu 6e, and are, there
fore, h ... etlilary. 

3rdly. Out of the above-mentioned sum of sixteen lacs, Bomewhat 
I... than .ell'" lac. of Siua Rupee., a yellr, are ROW paid to the N awab 
for his own purposes. This money is at the Nawab's disposal without 
control unless he faJ1s into debt, in which case the Government may 
Itep, in and take the management of it. any pemiOtl lfTa1lted out of 
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Au annual lUna, reller', '0 ,A. Nawa6. Oft· it, dilcontinunn... Thi. 
arrang." .... ,. Aoweller. i. onlg lor the lifetim. 0/ tA. pr ..... ' Nawa6. and 
will 6. re-considered at Ai8 d.atA. 

4thly. TA. r~" 0/ 'A • • j$t .... lac •• after deducting the amount paid 
to th" Nawab. is carri.d to tAe credit u/tA. Dep08it Fund. 

5thly. Et'trylAiflg .nce paid in tA. D'posit Fund, i, Aeld at tA. 
di.po.al u/ th. Go.ernm ... t as a means of providing for the collaterBl 
branches of the NizBlDut fBlDily (exclusive of the Rajmehal branch). 
and for other purposes connected with the Nizamut. 

10. The only other point in the Nawab NBZim'S Memorial which it 
is necessary to notice now is, that which relates to the charges brougbt 
by His Highness against the late Mr, H. Torrens. It is alleged by 
the Nawab that Mr. Torrens, in his capacity of Agent of the Governor
General. prevailed on His Highness, on his coming of age, to agree to 
the sale of certain Government Securities, BlDounting to upward, of 
nineteen ltJC8 of Rup.eIJ, the invested savings of his personal stipend, 
during his minority; that he caused the Securities to be sold and held 
lor some time in his own name by the Calcutta firm of Mackenzie, 
Lyall and Co ; and that lie toal, at lealt, II c0n8enting pllrt!! to tlle 
reckle8. ptunder and diasipati010 0/ nearl!! the whole amount. The 
8tatement. of the Nawab and of Lieutenant-Colonel Mackenzie on this 
subject, as contained in the enclosures of your letter No. 421, dated the 
6th July last, reftect, most pain/ull!!, 0" tlle character lind conduct of 
Mr. Torrens, and, if that gentleman were now alive, it would have been 
obviously imperative on the Government to make a strict and search
ing inquiry inte the whole facts and hearings of the case There cer
taiulyare, as the Lieutenant-Governor observes, grounds for presuming 
that he acted on good faith for the N awab's benefit, though altogether 
without authority, and with the most culpable imprudence and disre
gard of all official propriety; that he was imposed on by others, and 
that notwithstanding tlle 8USpicia .. that necelBaril!! atfaclles to 80me of 
,... acts, he himself derived no personal advantage from the traD8BC
tions in question. But, at the least, tlle appearllJICtJ of tlle Calli aa 
regards him, judged by his own letters to Mackenzie, Lyall and Co., i8 
most diacreditahle. Still, under the circumstances, it dou not appear 
to tlle Governor- Gen.eral i .. Oouncil that lin!! good ohject can he gained 
h!!/urther inquiry. Mr. Torrens has been dead for more than' eight 
years. and, so far as the N awab is concerned, it is clear, from his own 
admission, that, after he became of age, he gave MI'. Torrens full 
authority to deal with the accumulatsd savings; that he made no 
objection or complaint in Mr. Torrens' lifetime 118 to the way in which 
the money waa being disposed of, though His Highness might, in 
such .. case, as he haa recently done, have addressed the Governf)r
Genera.l direct; that he allowed several yeBra to ehapse, after Mr. 
Torrens' death, before he accused that officer of having aided to pillRge 
him, or otherwise brought his proceedings to the knowledge of the 
Government; and that the statements, in regard to Mr. Torrens, made 
by His Highness in his Memorial to the Secretary of State, were not 
brought r"rward in the way of complaint. but were merely incidental 
to the subject-matter of the Memorial, and intended to illustrate 
the manner in which his interests· were injuriously affected by the 
art ion of t.he haw of 1854.. The matt",. may. therifor6. he allow~d to 
drop. 
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11. With reference to your letter No. 490, dated the 17th of Sep' 
tember last, I am directed to 'request that tllAJ NOJIOab Nazim mag b, 
wrged to give a discharge for the Minority Accounts, the correctness oj 
which in no way depends upon circumstances which occurred after HH 
Highness came of age, ' 

12. In' a preceding paragraph t"t hall beer> directed that the A.gen/ 
8hould be withdrawn, the Governor-General will not entertain the 
question of any Agent-residing at Moorshedabad, until the Nawat 
N azim shall have apo,logized in a way that shall be satisfactory to the 
Lieutenant-Governor, for the aft'ront oft'ered by His Highness to the 
representative of the British Government. Lieutenant-Colonel Mac
kenzie should, therefore, be directed to leave Moorshedabad directly, 
and repair to Calcutta; he should make over charge of his office to thE 
collector of Moorshedabad, who, with the assistance of the Dewan, will 
make the usual payments to stipendiaries, and others, and discharg' 
the current duties of the Agent's office, but will hold no communica
tion with the Nawab except such as may be required by law. 

(A True Extract.) , 
(Signed) C. MACXENZIB, Lieut,-Colonel, 

Oft'g. Agent to the Governor-General at Moorshedabad. 

As correct inferences can only be dra~n upon written 
statements by a fair and free discussion of them, it will 
be necessary here to enter into details which may throw 
light upon the opinion expressed by Lord Canning in the 
above letter. 

In Paras. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and. 6, His Lordship's en
deavours to support the action 'taken by 'the Agent 
Governor-General against the Nawab in favour of the 
Dewan; but as the Dewan was the paid servant of the 
Nawab (Page 245), no doubt can possibly exist as to the 
Nawab's right to dismiss him at pleasure without even 
informing the Agent of his intention so to do. The 
assertion that no Dflwan had ever been appointed or 
removed by the Nawab without the approval of the 

, Government is not quite borne out by Lord Cornwallis's 
letter (Page 42), wherein it is stated that" the Govern

ment left His HighnesB the froo choice of his own Dewan;" 

besides, we may gather fl'9m the Treaties that the 
T 
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Dewan in whose appointment the Government claimed 
any interfel'ence (Pages 24 and 27) was vested only with the 
disbursement of such sums as were set apart for the 
Nawab's state and rank, and had no control over His 
Highness's personal stipend-the Government, therefore, 
when during the minority of Nawab Mobaruck-ul
Dowlah it withheld the Nawab's state allowances, for
feited all claim to interference in the appointment or 
dismissal of the DE:wan, whom the Nawab might wish to 
select for the disbursement of his own personal stipend 
-hence the argument of His Lordship is unsupported 
by facts, and the action taken by the Government of 
India against His Highness can only be looked upon as 
an arbitrary measure, especially when. it is remarked that 
"the office will be maintained on this footing so long a,8 

.. it is held by Rajah PrOBonno Narain Deb," &c.; a man 
who owed his rank and elevation to the Nawab, .and 
for whom provision was thereafter to be made without 

the Nawab's sanction out of the Fund established for the 
benefit of the Nawab's Family. It is, moreover, a strange 
fact, that this man receives £150 a year more than hi~ 
superior officer, the Agent, who is at the head of the 
Nizamut Affairs! 

This Dewan appears to have been a great friend of thE 
Agent Governor-General (Page 243), who was no doubj 
led away by personaZ feelings to support his authority, 
for it is the only instance on record where t~e Agen1 
advocated the cause of the Dewan in opposition to thE 
Nawab's wishes, but having once committed himself, i1 
may be seen that the Governor-General for whom hE 
acted was in a measure bound to support him, althougli 
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he expressed his displeasure afterwards by quietly re
moving him from his 'lucrative appointment, and giving 
'him a subordi nate one else~here (Page 261). tr'he order to, 

pay the Nawab all arrears due to him has not yet been 
carried out by the Government of India. As to the 

affront' alluded to, it can only be looked upon by diS'
interested people as a personal question between the 
Agent and the Nawab, 'which,' though unintentionally 

offered, was fully apologized for to the Agent, who ac

cepted the apology (Page 23.9) ; hence we cannot see that 
His Lordship the Governor-General was justified, on so 

slender a pretext, in siIbjecting the Nawab to the in
dignities which the Government 'thereafter heaped upon 

him. 
There is little doubt, we think, from a perusal of the 

records (Pages 52 to 72), that the object of the Govern
ment in establishing the appointment of Agent Governor
'General, in 1816, was to regain that control over the 

Nizamut Affairs which they had abandoned during the 
Soubahship of Nawab Mobaruck-ul-Dowhih-the Agent, 

therefore, can only be looked upon as acting in the 

room <if the Dewans who before the time of Nawab 
Mobaruck-ul-Dowlah had been 'appointed by the Go

vernment. Virtually, then, the Agent is the Govern
ment Dewan, though he may be recognized under a 
different official title, a:nd in the appointment or dis-, 
'missal of this officer, the Nawab has never claimed any 

voice, although in fairness he oU'ght to be consulted since 

the Agent IS paid out of the Naw~b's money. 
With regard to the :M:e~orial submitted by His High

ness in 1857 being (as state'd in Para.8) "expressed in 
~ 2 
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language far from respectful," it might certainly be 
called disrespectful if an e:rposure of the naked truths 
and facts which it exhibits (in plain English) against 
the injustice practised by the Indian Government upon 

the Nawabs Nazim, from generation to generation, can 
be considered so; moreover, the style in which His 
Lordship speaks of the Nawab's claims must convince 

every careful reader of the existence of some powerful 
bias in His Lordship's mind having more of a personal 

than an official character. 
The arbitrary nature of the remarks in Para. 9, "the 

Governor.General in Oouncil IJntirely rejects the Nawab'. 

claims so far aB they ar~ founded on the aBsertion of any 

Treaty rights, or of any sovereign or hereditary titles," &,~., 

may readily be observed by a comparison with His 
Lordship's letter of the 11th March, 1856, (Pag~ 194) 
"just regard to the honours and dignities dUB to YOUT 

hersditary rank, and the prescriptive privileges of YOUT 

high station, guarantesd by the stipulations of subsisti1l1J 

Treaties and lcmg.established Relations," &c., and, there. 

fore, requires no comment! 
\ As to the sum of sixteen lacy which, since 1771, have 

b~en granted for Nizamut purposes, His Lordtlhip's 
sta\ement is literally correct, that the payment of thaI 
sum\ is guaranteed by no Treaty, although tho Court oj 

DirJ~rs and the officers of the Indian Government 
frequ tly alluded to that sum as "the Assignment by 

Treaty if the Family" (Piloges 97, 108), but it is notice· 
able t \t His Lordship does not allude to, or deDY, the 
validity pf the Treaty of 1770 which guaranteed the 

payment lor ever, not of Ntesn lacs" but of Rupees 
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31,81,991-9, and which Treaty was upheld by the Indian· 
Government so late as 1834 (page 93) in order to pre
vent the Nawab being personally subjected to the 
ordinary processes of the Supreme Court in Calcutta, 
which at that time was the only direct emblem of Her 
Majesty's Power in the East. 

Again, His Lordship stated .. tha·t cIJ'I'tain Pensions 

declared by Lord Oornwallis in 1790 as hereditary are 

kereditary;" yet Bome of these have' been absorbed, into 
the Nizamut Deposit Fund in accordance with Mr. 
Trevelyan's Minute of 1836 (Page 101) without just· 
cause. And further, it is remarked that .. any Pensions 

granted out oj his annual 8'lWi. revlJ'l'ts to the Nawab on its 

discontinuance ;" this was not, howe:rer, the practice 
before the present Nawab's time; as the reader will no 
doubt "have observed; nor was this arrangement in
tended to be carried out after the death of the present 
Nawab, though no reason is adduced in justification of 
the intention. 

With respect to the .. balance ·oJ the sizteen lacs\ after 
.. deducting the amount paid to the Nawab, being carried to 

.. the credit oj the Deposit Fund, and that Fund being held 

" at the disposal oj the Governrnen,t as a means oj providing 

.. Jor the collatfY'al branches oj the Nizamut Family," &c.; 

no remark can be offered except the arbitrary manner 
in whicb the Nawab's income was reduced from sia:teen 

lacs to Beven lacs without a corresponding advantage to 
t)le Nizamut Family, for which the Nawab agreed to set 
a!!ide two lacs of rupees annually and no niore. (Pages 
79, 85, 323). 

We now turn to Para. 10, in which the Governor-
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General endeavours to subvert the claim advanced by 
the Nawabagainst .the Government in respect of certain 
monies misappropriated by the Agent Governor-General in 
his official capacity, and His Lordship assumes that on 
the death of the Agent, the Government was released 
from responsibilities incurred by him during his lifetime, 
remarking, at the same time, "it does not appear to the 

" Governor-General in Oouncil that any good can be obtained 

" by further inquiry." "The matter may therefore be allowed 

" to drop." If this be a standard for meting out justice to an 
injured individual, we can only observe that it is directly 
opposed to the principles of truth and lionour upon which 
the Courts of Justice in this country are upheld; 
and it is to be hoped that Her Majesty's Government 
will take a fairer view of this claim of the Nawab's than 
was taken by His Lordship,. when issuing the instructions 
conveyed ill the above letter. The whole letter savours 

of irritation produced from Bome personal Ca'I.lRe, and does 
not bear the impress of a just verdict in answer to the 
claims advanced by the Nawab in hIS Memorial. 

Having thus laid before our readers an impartial view 
of the statements contained in the foregoing letter, we 
will proceed to notice the opinions expressed upon the 
same s~bjects by Her Majesty's Secretary of State for 
India in reply to the communications forwarded to 
Engla~d by the Government of India. 

On !receipt of the Despatch from Her Majesty's 

Secreta~ of State for India by the Governor-General, 
the following Extract was forwarded for His Highness's 
information :-
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Extract of.a Despatch from the Rz'ght HonoUl'able the Secre
tary of State for India to His Excellency, the Right Honour
able the Governor-General of India in Council, No. 30, dated 
India Office, London, the 17th June, 1864. 

1. The letters of the late Governor-General and Viceroy, dated 24th 
September No. 66 A. and 66 B., 1863, terminate a long series of 
official papers received from your Government during the last two 
years, relating to the affairs of the N awab N azim of Bengal. 

2. All the cOrTe8pond."ce .. ecea.ary to the formation of" correct 
opi"ion fbith re.pect to the 8pecial que.tio ... which they illustrate, hat';ng 
limo 6 .. n received, I proceed to communicate to you the views of Her 
Majesty's Government. 

3. The NawabNazim having addressed to me more than one Memo
rial in which he claims the recognition of the British Government of 
certain rights, power, and privileges which he a.\leges to belong to him 
and to his family under Treaty or engagements, it is necessary that I 
should review a.\l the circumstances of His Highness's position. 

4. The present Nawab Munsoor Ullee Khan, styled the Nawab 
Nazim of Bengal, i. admitted to be a deseenrlant of }treer JaJlir Ali, 
who, when the East India. Company were first inrle.ted wilh the 
Dewane .. of Bengal, Behar and Orissa, was at the head of the Nizamut 
of those Provinces which he had attained through the influence and as-
sistence of the British Government. A Firman of the Emperor of 
Delhi made II one of the condiliulU of lhe grant of 110. Dewalln.e that 
provi"ion .ho,,/,I 6e , .. ade "for the e"'pense. of the Niaamut," that is, 
that a part of the revenues of those provinces should be appropriated 
to the payment of the department of the administration distinguished 
by that official name. But subsequently 6y special arrange ... ent the 
C .... panv unde,'took to perfor". the d"ties of the Nizamut, and made 
provisi~n for its expenses by paying their own servanta to do the work 
which had before been done by the servants of the Nazim. The offioe 
of the Nizamut being thus practically abolished, and its duties merged 
into general administration of the country, Ihe 'Iipululion of the 
Imperial Firmall ceas,d wilh the object. for whic~ it wa. intended to 
provide. I am of opinion, therefore, that the family of the Nawab 
Nazim of Bengal, have, under the Firman of Shah Allum, no claim 
upon the British Government. 

5. But the adminislralive du.lies of the Nizamut having hee .. tra,... 
f .. red to Ike Compa,,!!, a per,.nal proviSion w,t. ".ade for the fami~v of 
Ihe Nazim. It was riK,.t that consideration should be shown to the 
Bons of 1IIeel' J affir Ali though they were not called upon, after the 
death of the eldest Nujum-ood·Dowluh, to discharge the high official 
duties of the SoobOOar or Viceroy of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa. Ac
cordingly. 'realie. were entered into with the yo""ger pri"ce,f, Syef
ood-Dowlah and Mooharuck-ood-Dowlah Bnccessively, b!l which the 
Company .. nder"'." to .. cure to them the Soobad""e of the Provinces 
of Bellgal, &te., uhd 10 P"g them tJ cPTlai" '''annual stipend." 

In each of these Treaties, the N awab expressly indicated himself as 
the person to whom these advantages are ,to accrue, !lnd I canno' 
pore.ive thai in e!lher Ca .. 110. Nawab, who was pa, ty t. Ihe Trealy, had 
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any regard 10 olher inlerest. than hi. ow... It is true that at the end 
of the Treaty of 1'766, the Nawab Syef-ood-Dowlllh says," this agree· 
" ment, (by the blessing of God), I hope will be inviolably observed as 
" long as the English factories continue in Bengal," and that the N awab 
Moobaruck-ood-Dewlah says, " That this agreement, (by the blessing of 
" God). shall be inviolably observed." But as the agreement in both 
cases, was of a specifically personal chamcter, it app,ar .. I .... e thai the 
intenli.n was to .ecure Ihe .trict observance of llit Treati •• durillg 'he 
live. of Ihe per ...... interested, Ih'" is to BOY thaI theg .hould lad a. 
'.ng ttl the object. f.r which the,'1 .ure intended to pr.vide. The 
Treaty obligations therefore of the British Government ceased in both 
instances with the life of tbe other party;. and that this was practically 
acknowledged at the time is evident from .the fact that the amount of 
stipend payable to the N awab was revised upon the death of Syef-ood
Dowlah with t·he full co ... ",t of his successor, a proof that the previous 
Treaty was not c~nsidered to confer any hereditary rights. And if the 
Treaty of 1'766 was not an hereditary Treaty that charactel: cannot be 
claimed for the Treaty of 1770 which was couched in the same general 
terms. I concur therefore, in the opinion with Your Excellency's 
Government that under these Treaties, the Nawab N azim of Bengal has 
no acquired rights. 

6. In 17'72, bv an order of Ihe Courl .f DireClorB of the East India 
Company, passed on a'review of the proceediu!(s of the Bengal Govern
ment upon the occasion of Moobaruck-ood-Dowlah, and of the treaty 
concluded with him .by the Indian Government, 'he ,'ipend of tl •• 
Nawab Nazi". was firced fit the annual amount.f oi ... 'ten lac •• frupe ... 
No treaties of a later date than 1'770, were entered into with the descend
ants of Meer Jaflir, but on the occasion of each succession, the member 
of the houae #!nlilled 10 .ucceed by Mahomedan law has been re(Y.)~ized 
by the British Government as Nawab Nazim, and the stipend of Blxteen 
laesof rupees has continued to be appropriated to the benefit of the 
Nawab Nazim and other members of tile family. By whatsoever terms 
strictly defined the Nawab Nazim may hold the titles and privileges 
which .he now enjoys, it is obviouB to me that they could not be inter
fered with or altered, during good conduct, without a violation of the. 
spirit, at least, of the assurances which have been given to him by our 
Government, and departure from the whole tenor of our transactions 
with him during a long course of years I perceive with satisfaction, 
therefore, that your Government have no intention of disturbing Bub. 
sisting arrangements for the pecunillTy provision of the N awab N azim 
and his family, and the maintenance of the titular dignity of Hia 
Highness. 

'7. It appears that the per80nal tlll.wallce of 'hg Nawtlb Nnaim !lim
self is abuu' Bt,"n lac. of rupees, that .from the remaining nine laco, 
provision is made for the members of the family, and that 'he bulance 
goes to 'he (.rmatlon of fin accunlltla'ing fund known as the" Nizamut 
Deposit :Fund." 

8. It is unllece .. ary to trace further the history of the Fund. Tt. 
accumulations, representing as they do the unappropriated portions 
from year to year, of the Bixteen lacs stipend, unV" .. ti."ably belong '0 
the Naira" Nazim and hi. family, Gnd can pr.p.rly be e"'pe1ldt'd .n~" 
for their benefit. :But this does not confer upon the N azim himself 
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-any right to dispose or to superintend the disposal of these balances. 
'I'his right belongs to the Government, .... der rile co .. ditiom upo .. w!tich 
tile F .. nd wa. c .... 'it .. tttL It was assumed in the 1irst instance mainly 
for the benefit and protection of the Nazim and his family; and I am 
of opinion that it is to the advantage of His Highness and his family 
that this system should be maintained. At the same time it would 
,um to be (1 •.• ira6/., and I believe, that to some extent, it has been the 
practice in past time, for your Government, through the Agent at 
Moorshedabad Oc(·o.,im.n{'y, to co ... ult ,h. Nazi". wi,h r.sp'c, '0 any 
~8/traf/r('inar!l t~ptn('itu.re from Ille /tIizamtl.t Fu:nd. 

9. In connexion with this question of administration of the Nizamut 
Funds, I may here consider the object of the claim advanced by the 
Nawab Nazim to appoint and dismiss his Dewan at pleasure. If the 
Dewan, over whom this absolute authority has been claimed, were 
charged with the administl'stion only of His Highness' own share of 
the stipend, or if the Nawab Nazim had established his right to exercise 
controJ over the Deposit Fund, his claim with respect to the appoint
ment and dismissal of the Dewan might be tenable. But the Dewan 
has hitherto administered both His Highness' personal stipend and the 
general financialaifairs of the Ni7amut, including both the disb'ibution 
of the separate stipends of other membel'8 of the family, and the 
management of ,lie D_p •• if Fund, which ha. bten ,,,I.d '0 be .. ndlr 
(;Qvtrnm ... ' control. It WaB necessary, therefore, that th. Go"trn"l<nt 
which wa. ,."ponaiM. for 'he .ddlll; .. i.,trut;",. of ,, •• Funds, and was 
bound to maintain the rights and interests of those in whose favour 
it had deemed it necessary to interfere, should have authority over the 
appointment of the minister charged with the executive details. Prac
tically, i, app.o .. '0 have b .... ,h. ClUtO'" for tile Govtrnmtn' and th. 
NnuooiJ Nazim, in.conl7l1unicatiOfl u·i/ll. eack olke"', tu npP'lint or dis'l11iss 
o De,,'a .. , a",1 a. th. official sawry wa .• paM Jrom His Hilflmes.' stipent/, 
it fI'a6 d",.blle.R right that ht should b. consult,d. But i,lCtmv,,,itJlce 
has r,_, .. /"d from this arrangement. The Nawab Nazim, presuming 
upon the fact that the Dewan has been officially styled the" Dewan of 
the N swab N azim," took upon himself summarily to dismiss the Dewan 
Rajah Prosunno Narain Deb, and to place the financial administration 
in t.he hands of his own sons. In consequence of this act, you have ap
pointed the Rajah, Dewan of the Nizamut, and cl&arg,d tht lJ'po.it 
Fund with the paym.,., of hi. salary, and you have communicated to 
the Nazim that the Government have no desire to interfere between 
him and his sel'Vants, or with his manner of expending his own per
sonal share of the Nizamut allowances, and that lIe may appoint Ii. 
Dewan for the management of his own personal affairs. 'I'his very 
obvious arrangement is well calculated to meet the existing difficulty, 
and to prevent the recurrence of similar conflicts; but it is warihy of 
the consideration of yoWI' Excellency' 8 Govet"Mftent whether for the 
more effectual prevention of future misunderstanding, it might not be 
desirable to confer "pon the officer acti"IJ upon the part of Government 
tJ wholly different official desig"ation. 

10. But, although the Nawab Nazim, apparently influenced by evil 
advisers, both European and native, hBB, in summarily dismissing his 
Dewan, acted in a disrespectful manner towards your Government, I 
&JD riot without hope that by the exertions of your present Agent at 
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Moorshedabad, he m"y yet be brought to a better state of mind and 
express regret for his past conduct. It Os. not to be forgotten that dur;n/l 
the period of the Mutiny of the Bengal Army, the conduct of Hill 
Highness was marked by loyalty and fidelity to the British (Jove,...
ment, and that as far as lay in his power he rendered assistance to the 
authorities of the District. I would Dot, therefore, on account of 
what I hope may be reg~rded as an exceptional departure from hi. 
ordinary behaviour towards your Government, deprive him of any of 
the dignities or privileges of his position. among the most highly prized 
of which is the appointment of a British officer of rank to be the 
channel of his communications with your Government. 

11. But whilst Her Majesty's Government are desirous that, nnless 
the future conduct of the Nawab Nazim should call for such a 
measure upon your part, Hi. Highness should not be deprived of any 
of the honours and privileges of which he is now in the enjoyment; 
they are at the same time of opinion that it would be inexpedient to 
restore to him, those of which he was deprived in 1854 by a special 
legislative enactment, in consequence of an outra.qe, which was con
Bidered at the time by the Government, both in India and in England, 
to have been attended with a large amount of culpability on the part of 
the Nazim. Her Majesty's Government cannot consent to t.he re
storation of exclusive privileges of this description, the existence of. 
which has been found from experience to be inconvenient and liable to 
abuse. His Highness' salute, whi"h was at the same time reduced, 
has now been again replaced on it-I original footing, in consequence of 
his loyalt.y and good conduct during the mutiny; but he must be in
formed that Act XXVII. of 1854 can on no account be repealed. 

• • •• • • • 
13. In conclusion, I have only to .observe that I concur in opilOlion 

with Your Excellency's Government, that the extent of this correBpon
dence Os out of aU proportion to the ma.lJnitude of the interests involved. 
Much of it relates to matters of a vexatious, and in Bome respectB of a 
frivolous character, and I cannot but regret that so much of the time 
of the Government, both of India and Bengal, has been expended in 
such unprofitable discussions. I trust, kowever, that your Excellency 
b!! endeavouring to remove as far as can be done, consistently with tl,s 
public interests, all causes of irritation, especially in connexion with 
small matters, from the mind of the Nawab Nazim, wilt 800n be able 
to place your relations with His Highnes. on a mor8 .atikfactor!! 
footing. 

14. I cannot cl08e this "despatch without referring to the terms in 
which the Nawab Nazim has adverted to the circumstancos under 
which the arrears, accumulated during his miuority, were di8sipated 
upon his becoming of age. The Btatement of theBe ci"cumstances in 
the despatch of the Government of India, dated 5th May, 1854, ha. 
fIOt 8atisfied me that Hik Highnes. had not good ground of complaint 
against the dgent, by whose proceedings .0 l"rge a sum was placed in 
jeopardy and ultimately loat. Had those eireumstances been more 
early known to your Government, they would, as observed in the 
des. patch referred ~have called for a strict and searching inquiry, but 
the <lecease of Mr. J,'orrens, the Agent in question. having precluded 
such an enquiry at tie time, I am reluctantl!l driuen to the conclusion 
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at which. !Iou have amved, thcr-t no benefit wi.ll anae from '1'eopening the 
consideration oj that subject. 

(True Copy) 

(True Copy) 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) C. WOOD, 

(Signed) C. U. AITCHISON, 
Under-Secretary to the Government of India. 

(Signed) MAURICli POWER, . 
Assistant in charge office on Tour, 

(Signed) W. B. BUCKLlI, ' 
. Agent Governor-General. 

Paragraph 12 of the above despatch not furnished with' copy, for· 
warded to the Nawab Nazim contains the following important infor· 
mation :-" I am of opinion that the future positjon of Nawab Na.zim's • 
.. sons should be fixed and defined with as little delay as possible. Her 
" Majesty's Government desire to have the views of Y9ur Excellency. 
" on this subject. Your Excellency is aware that. this Government 
" are fully sensible oj the INCONVENIENCE OF PERPETUA· 
.. TING IN THIS OR ANY OTHER FAMILY A LINE OF 
.. TITLED STIPENDIARIES without power and responsibility; 
.. and without saz.utar.'I employment, ,*,c., etc., it would seem to be the 
"wish ofthe Nawab Na.zim that his sons should be trained to some 
" useful occupations, I should be glad if arrangements could be made 
.. for enabling them to become useful members of Society. The accu
"mulations of the Nizamut Depollit Fund MIGHT afford permanent' 
" endowment to a certain extent." 

It must appear to all observing men that the above 

despa.tch was written to support the opinions expressed 
by the Governor.General in 18G2, and not to do justice to 

the Nawab. It was with a view of having his claims. 

'1'ecortsidered that His Highness came to England and 

addressed Hel' Majesty's Secretary of State for India 
by a. Memorial, dated 18th July,'1869. 

Her Majesty's Secretary of State for India in Para. 2 

of the above despatch distinctly stated" All the cor1,'e8-

pondence necessary to the formation of a correct opinion with 

respect to the social questions whick they illustrate had then 

been received," yet it will hardly be credited that after His 
Highness lias been put ,to the trouble and· expense of 

visiting England to pcrsonally allpeal to the Government, 
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·his Memorial has ·been sent to India. for a Report from 
the Local Government. Many montbs have since elapsed, 
but up to the present moment no r~ply has been given by 
the Imperial Government to His :Highness either for or 

against his claims, which appears ver., extraordinary. 
The claims must be either righteous or groundless; if the 
former, it '\'Vould be creditable to acknowledge them; if 
the latter, they should be repudiated at once, and the 
bonour .of the British Nation vindicated, for no possible 

advantage can arise from delay or by offering a passive 
resistance to the Nawab on the subject of his claims. 

In Para. 3 the receipt of the several Memorials is ac

knowledged, and the purport of them set forth ; but no 
reason is even given for not having furnishe~ His High
ness with replies thereto. 

The legitimacy of the descent of the present Nawab 
from Meer Jaffir Ali Khan is boldly admitted in Para.. 4, 
and also the stipulations of the grant of the Dewanny 

which was conferred npon the English East India' Com
pany.as " a conditional Jaghire" (gift) whereby they agreed 

to pay on behalf ·oj the Nawabs Nazim a certain fixed 

.~ tribute to the Oourt at Delhi, and provide jor the expenses oj 

"the Nizamut, reserving whatever might remain out oj the 

II revenues oj the three Provinces ajter paying the above jor 

II their own use." The writer of the Despatch is, however, a 
little in error as to the time when the Dewanny wall con
ferred; it was not given nor even applied for until after 
the death of Meer Jaffier, and during the reign of his son 
Nudjm-u!-dowlah who accepted oj a certain fixed amount in 

lull oj all demands for himself and successors as an aderzuate 

allowance for the expenses of the Nizamut, to be regularly 
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paid as long as the English Oompany'8 Factorie8 continue in 

Bengal. The gift of the Dewanny was only the appoint

ment to the ojJice of collecting the' Revenue8, ana, conse
quently, did not in itself entitle ,the servants of the 
Company tO,usurp any authority without the sanction of 
the Nawab for whom they merely a(lted as mallagers. It 

would he as reasonahle to suppose that the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer in England should govern the whole of 
the country, because he is at the head of the Revenue, 
Department as that the Eaat India Company were 
entitled to deprive the Nawabs of their rights. That 
the Company took advautage of the trust reposed 
in thelll by the Nawab is ,obvious; but that is no 
reason why the British Government should follow 
their example, for the feelings of Englishmen must 
naturally revolt at the idea of taking mean adv,antage of 
those who are' now powerless, and to whose ancestors we 
owe our dominion in the East. The object for which the 
Imperial Firmaun was intended to provide, viz.: the 
Nizamut has not died out, and until ihis is the case, or 
the Nizamut rehels, the Imperial Firmaun must be 
binding on the British Government in respect of the 
Provinces of Bengal, Behar and Orissa. The Company 
may have undertaken to perform the ezecut-ive duties of 
the Nizamut, but for this they weJre fully recompensed by 
the Nawahs who permitted their stipends to be· cut down 
to meet the extra expenses entailed on the Company 
until the year 17'70, when a peJrmanent 8ettlement was 

mutUally agreed upon, and" evidently considered by 
the Government of India as a fixed deduction from 
its revenues. ,It might be urged that since the British 
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Government took over the Supreme Administratiou 
of, India, the Imperial Firmaun of 1765 became invalid. 

This ,argument, however, cannot hold good, but would 
rather act in favour of the Nawab who so nobly 

sided with our Government during the Rebellion of 
1857, when he might have been in a measure justified 
in opposing it and supporting the King of Delhi with 
whom it was at variance. For this act of loyalty alone 

to the British Cro~n, which no doubt saved for it the 
Provinces of Bengal, Behar and Orissa, we think the 
British Government ought to do justice to the Nawab, 

and support him in his claims upo~ the Indian Govern. 
ment. 

The general inconsistency of the arguments in Para. 5 of 
the Despatch must to commercial men appear obvious, 
'for if two parties enter into an agreement. the duration 

of that agreement, if expressed, can in no way be affected 
by the interests involved-hence the Agreements with 
Nawab Nudjm-ul.dowlah or Syef-ul-dowlah would hold 
good so long as "the English Company's Factories continue 
in Bengal" (Pages 22, 24). But the duration of the Agree. 

ment of 1770 was even more cleal'ly expressed, for it 
concluded in the unmistakeable words: "Tlds Agree
ment, by tlte blessing oJ God, 8ltall be inviolably observed 
f01' ever," (Page 27) therefore the other contracting party 
to the Agreement, the East India Company, were in their 
peculiar position of trust legally bound to pay Nawab 
Mobaruck-ul-dowlah and his successors ct for ever" what. 

ever consideration or Civil List was named in that 
Agreement. The all-important words "for ever" in 
the last Agreement, may have been ingeniously left out 
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by the writer of the Despatch, in order to give an 
apparent consistency to his argument, but this omission 
cannot in any way affect tIle legality. of the document 
alluded to, for in a Court of Justice it would rather 

tend to support the Agreement itself~ and throw a doubt 
on the Despatch on the principle adduced in common law 

respecting documents " falsus in uno falsus in omnis." 
Again by comparing Para. 6 of the above Despatch 

with the Order contaiDtld in the Despatch froin the 

Court of Directors, dated 20th April, 1771 (Page 31)
which is evidently referred to for the purpose of showing 

that the AgreeIpent made in 1770 with Nawab 

Mobaruck-ul-dowlah' by the Bengal Government was 
invalid-it will be seen tIlat the Court of Directors 'did 

D~t attempt to withdraw from thel'espollsibility their 
legaUy constituted agents in India had imposed upon 

the Company, but merely censured the Governor-General 
for not having made better terms, and also ordered 

him, as the guardian of the young Nawab, to keep back 

(while .he was a minor) that pot:tion of his stipend 

appointed for his state and rank, and only py him 
sixteen lacs until he reached his majority; hence the 

conclusions drawn in that Paragraph must be incorrect, 
and the Agreement of 1770 should, in justice, hold in its 

entirety unless indeed as hinted in the latter part of the 
Paragraph, the Government of india can use might 

against right, and refuse to act up to their obligations. 
From Para. 7, it would be supposed that the Nawab 

Nazim himself has a personal allowance of seven lacs 
of rupees (£70,000), and that all the other members of 
his family are provided .for from the balance of the 
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.. sixt,een lacs; such, however, is not the case, for His 
Highness, out of the seven lacs, provides for his own 

family and connexions (145 souls), besides meetiug all 
the expenses of his palace, guards, servants, and 
retinue; therefol"e, instead' of having any surplus for 

himself, has to provide for a large deficit from the private 
revenues of some of his relatives, while the Government 

of India absorbs nearly six laCs of rupees (£60,000) 
annually into the Nizamut Deposit Fund, instead of 

two lacs (£20,000), as agreed upon (Page 79). Can 
we, therefore, wonder 'at His Highness having so fre
quently pressed his claims upon the attention of the 
British Government P 

:for an explanation of Para. 8 of the Despatch, we 
must refer our readers to Pages 52 and 86, where the 
formation of the several Funds is' fully entered upon. 
These unquestionably belong to the Nawab, and ought 

surely to be under his supervision, as they have been 
. formed from the accumulations of ~iB own money; but 
even this privilege has been denied him, and of late 
years, excepting a grant to H}s Highness for his journey 
to England, little benefit has been derived from the Funds 
either by himself or the members of the Nizamut Family. 

The remaining ~aras: 9, 10, 11, 13, and 14, in 
which Bome strange assertions are made, will be fully 
understood by a reference to His Highness's last Me
morial of July, 1869, Page 329 and Page 303, or to the 
large copy of His Highness's Memorial, with appendices, 
prjnted for private circulation, which was· forwarded 
to the India Office in July 1869, for the purpose of 

enabling Her Majesty's Secretary of State for India in 
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Council to reconsider the subject of His Highness's 
claims which had been set aside by the Despatch of June 

1864, and from which this work has heen compiled. 
As to the extent of the correspondence being CI out of 

all proportion to the magnitude of the interests involved," 

this can only be looked upon as a private opinion, for in 

the cause of jus~ice every pains should be taken to arrive 
at the truth, and every evidence (documentary or other.. 
wise) brought to bear upon the subject, in order to 

arrive at a correct· conc1li1sion regarding the interests 

involved, be they large or small! Besides, as the Nation'al 
Faith has been pledged, and the credit of the Nation is' 
of paramount importance, the interests involved are 

immen~e! Brit-ish Honour and Faith are at stake (page 

93), and cannot be neglected to suit the capricious opinion 
of any Government official. 

The foot. note to the Despatch which was found 

amongst some papers connected with a lawsuit in which 

His Highness is 1l0W engaged, exhibits the policy proposed 

for doing further injustice to Indian Princes by with. 

drawing from them that support which has been 
guaranteed to them by the· terms of Solemn Treaties and 

Engagements, as fully set forth in the following 
Memorial. 

From HIS HIGHNESS THE NAWAB NAZIM OF BENGAL, 

BEHAR AND ORISSA, To· HIS GRACE THE DUKE OF 

ARGYLL, &c., &c., SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA IN 

·COUNCIL. 

My LORD DUKE, 

With a firm reliance on the honor a.nd justice of the British Govern
ment, which from generation to generation gained the unbounded 
confidence of my a.ncestors and other Princes of India, I have been led 

U 
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to visit England in order to personaJly memoralize Her Majesty'. 
Government in respect to certain grievances and acts of injustice to my 
family, for which I have vainly endeavoured to obtain redress in Indio.. 
I now, therefore, beg respectfully to address Your Grace as the Secre
tary and Representative of Her Majesty'. Government for India, and 
to lay before Your Grace a narrative of facts with my views thereon, 
in the earnest hope that Your Grace will give the subject your wise 
consideration, and accord to me and my family such justice as, in 
the opinion of Her Majesty's Government, the merits of our case are 
deserving of. 

In reply to the several Memorials submitted by me through the 
Indian Government for the consideration of Her Majesty's Gov~rn
ment, the Extracts (Pages 269 and 279), were forwarded to me 
by the Secretary to the Government of Bengal for my information 
and guidance; and although from Extract (Page 279) it is clear that 
the late Secretary of State for India acknowledges my descent 
from Nawab Meer Jamr Ali Khan, yet there are certain points of 
vital importance to myself and my family which ha\"e been wrongly 
represented, and these, I trust, may now be fairly inquired into and 
equitably adjusted by Her Majesty's Government, so that I and my 
successors may realize the truth of the assurance given me in 1856 
by the Viceroy, His Excellency (the late) Lord Canning, in the follow
ing words:-

. " Your Highness may be aSBured that tke consideration, ,.espect and 
.. friendly interest in tke prosperolU administration oj your affailrs, 
" and just ,.egard to the honors anddign;tieB due to your hereditary 
•• ,.ank, and tke prescriptive privileges oj your high station, g .. a
.. ,.anteed by the Btipu/atioll8 oj Bubsisting ~"'eatieB and long-estab
.. lisked Relations, observed and cherisked by former Governors
" General, will, on tke part al80 oj thia since,.e friend, be fervently 
"foBtered and punctually fulfilled." (Page 194) , 

A reference to the Extracts alluded to will give an insight into the 
grievancea which this Memorial purports to set forth; but that Your 
Grace may be able to inquire into each specifically, I beg to advance 
them under separate heads, as follows :-

I. THE HEREDITARY NATURE OF CERTAIN TREATIES, 

AND THE CHANGE IN THE VIEWS OF THE GOVERNlIlENT WITH 

REGARD TO THElIl. 

11. THE UNJUSTIFIABLE ATTITUDE ASSUMED BY HIS 

LORDSHIP THE lIlARQUIS OF DALHOUSIE TOWARDS lilY SELF 

ON ALL QUESTIONS RELATING TO THE NIZAMUT, ON A lIlIS'. 

CONCEPTION OF lilY BEING IN SOME WAY CONNECTED WITH 

A BASE OUTRAGE COlllMITTED BY SOME lIlENIAL SERVANTS, 

Oli' WHICH I WAS NOT EVEN COGNIZANT AT THE TIME. 

III. THE ABROGATION Oli' THE REGULATIONS OF 1805, 
1806, AND 1823, BY ACT XXVII OF 1854. 
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IV. THE NIZAMUT DEPOSIT FUND, ARBITRARILY CON

VERTED INTO A " BOOK-DEBT BEARING NO INTEREST ;" AND 

GENERAL MISAPPLICATION OF THE FUND TO PURPOSES 

ALTOGETHER FOREIGN TO ITS TRUE INTENT AND OBJECT. 

V. THE UNJUST AND BARSH TREATMENT I EXPERIENCED 

FROM THE. INDIAN GOVERNMENT DURING HE LATTER 

PERIOD OF THE ADMINISTRATION OF LORD CANNING, AN~ 

THE SPECIFIC LOSSES AND DEPRIVATIONS I HAVE SUFFERED 

IN CONSEQUENCE. 

VI. EXTRAORDIN~RY TRANSACTIONS OF MR. TO~RENS, 

AGENT GOVERSOR-GENER.\L. 

These, Your Grace, being the principal subjects I desire to bring 
to the notice of Her Majesty's Government, I will proceed to explain 
each one fully. 

I.-THE HEREDITARY NATURE of CEB.TAIN'l'REATIES, AND 

THE CHAl>GI!l IN THE Vn:W9 OF THE GOVERNMEN'r WITH 

REGARD TO THEM. 

Before entering upon the details of the Treaties in question, I would 
respectfully ask Your Grace to consider the exact meaning of the word 
~'reaty. 

A Treaty is a formal league, or contraet, between two ruling powers 
or' sovereigns, for the adjustment of differences, or for forming an 
agreement for their mutual benefit, and cannot in honor be broken 
through by either power so long as their respective successors exist. 
It differs from an ordinary agreement in so far that whereas in an 
ordinary agreement heirs and successors are particularized-in a Treaty 
no allusion is ever made to snch-since with ruling powers it is never 
contemplated, that the succession will die out, nor would it be politic 
when a Treaty is being framed to even hint at the death or extinetion 
of either ruling power. 

When the representatives of two Governments conclude a Treaty. 
they are bound to observe good faith towards each other. not personally 
as individuals, but as the respective heads of the 'Powers they repre
sent in continuous succession, and no Treaty can in honor be modified 
without the consent of both the ruling powers therein represented. 

The Treaties (Pages 6, 9, 12, 15, 22, 23, 26) referred to in 
my former Memorials. were entered into by the Honorable East 
India Company with my ancestors, Nawabs Meer Mahomed JatIir Ali 
Khan, Nudjm·ul-dowlah, Syef·ul-dowlah. and Mobaruck·ul·dowlah, 
and are dated respectively 4th June, 1757, 10th July, 1763, 25th 
February, 1765, 30th September, 1765, 19th May, 1766, and 21st 
March, 1770. 

u 2 
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Treatietl (Ptlgetl6, 9 and 12) were drawn up between the English East 
India Company, ac01l8tit"ted ruling powe\' of th~ one part, and Nawab 
Meer Mahomed J alltr Ali Kha.n a cOlUltituted ruling power of the other 
part, and having been entered upon by them in good faith, as the 
representatives of two Governments for mutual benefit, (as 80t forth 
in the Treaties) were in honor binding on them and their successors. 
On the death of N awab Meer J afltr Ali Khan, his eldest surviving son 
Nawab Nudjrn.-u\-dowlah, ascended the mUBnud as the Jegitimate 
successor; but, as the country Willi in an unsettled condition, in con
sequence of the war then carrying on against Nawab Shujah-ul-dowlah 
-tile ruling powers evidently deemed it expedient fOr their mutual 
security, to add some special clauses to tile '£reaty with Nawab Meer 
JafItr, which they accordingly did by the supplementary Treaty and 
Agreement of 1'165, after going through the preliminary form of rati
:tying and confirming the original one, which really was the basis of 
their operations, and was intended tc last for ever, or at least sO long 
as their successors acted in concert with one another and observed 
mutual friendly relations. 

Soon after the accession of Nawab Nudjm-ul-dowlah, the grant of 
the Dewanny was conferred upon the East India Company by the 
King of Delhi, under certain stipulations to which they, as well as the 
Nawab, acceded, .. iz.: .. They would remit tke Bum of twenty·six lac. 
of rupee. annually to tke Royal Government, and pt"olJide for tke e"" 
ptm8eB of the Nizamut, reser-vi,,!! whatever balance might remain o .. t 
of the revenue. of the three p .. ooinces of Bengal, Behar, and Oria8a, 
after paying the above,jor their own "se" (Pa.ge 21). This necessitated 
& new clause in the Treaty with the Nawab, which was added in Sept., 
1765. The object of this clause is obvious from its wording. ~'he 
East India Company being men of business and unwilling to run the 
risk of clashing with their firm allies, the house of 1Ileer Jatllr, by an 
undefined settlement of accounts, at once proposed a fixed amount in 
full of all demands, as the Nizamut's share of the revenues of the pro
moos, which was, after due consideration, accepted by the Nawab, 
who reposed implicit confidence in the honour of the British nation, 
. and its representativlls, and agreed to the sum named" as an adequate 
allowance for the support of the Nizsmut," to be regullU"ly paid, not 
only dnring his lifetime, but·" lUI long CUI the English Compan!f'8fac
torie. contin.ue im. Bengal." (page 22) 

On the accession of Nawab Syef.ul·dowlah some further additions 
were found necessary for the mutual benefit of the ruling Powers, and 
accoTdingly another supplementary Treaty and Agreement was drawn 
out, and connected with the original Treaty of N awab Meer J affir, and 
also the additional ones with Nawsb Nudjm-ul-dowlah by lin article 
ratifying and confirming them all. The object of the additional clauses 
is clear. The East India. Company, seeing the disadvantagos of a. 
Gove1"llIIlent with divided responsibilities, undertook the wOOle of the 
militar!/, lIB well as the civil duties of the Provinces, in consideration 
of the Nawab allowing them to take twelve lacs of rupees annually 
from his stipenll for the support of the troops, and this Agreement was 
also intended to be observed "as long as the Engli81i factoriel/ con
ti'llUe in Bengal." (Page 24) 

When Nawah Mobsruck·ul-dowJa.h ascended the musnud, tho last 
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Supplementary Treaty was drawn out, and also connected with the 
original Treaty with Nawab Meer Jaffir, and the other supplementary 
ones, by the leading article ratifying and confirming them all. The 
object of this Treaty was evidently to secure a permanent pecu
niary arrangement with the house of Meer Jaffir, on more favourable 
terms to the Company; for by this time the Hon. East India Com
pany, having had the entire collection of the revenues of the Provinces 
for five years, were enabled to form a pretty correct idea of the returns 
available, after paying the Royal Government, and meeting the ex
penses of- their Civil and Military Establishments, &0.; and as it is 
probable that they at the time had heavy demands upon their Trea
sury, owing to the unsettled state of the country, they no doubt pro
posed the reduction in the Nawab's share of the revenues to such a 
. sum as they could always meet without being placed in difficulty them
selves, they being the responsible financiers of the State. Thus far, 
all the modifications in the Treaties having been executed with the 
mutual consent of the contracting parties, were apparently plain and 
straightforward, and consistent with the principles of justice and 
honour, and since the sum last assigned for Nizamut purposes 
(Rs. 31,81,991-9) was so small a proportion of the revenues of the pro
vinces that it need never have been reduced, the Treaty' with Moba
ruck-ul-dowlah, concludes by invoking a blessing from the Alnllghty 
as a guarantee that it would be .. 'nviolablv ollsertled for etJ8f'." 

(Page 27) . 
It is argued in the despatch (Page 279) that "the Company 

" undertook to perform tke duties <d' tke Nizamut, and made pro
" vision for its eapenses by paying their own servants to do the 
"work which had before been done by the servants of the Nazim. 
" The office of the Nizamut being thus practieall/l abolisked, and ita 
" dnties merged into general administration of the country, tke slipu
" lation of tke Imperial Firman ceased with tke objects for which it 
" was intended to provide. I am of opinion, therefore, that the family 
"of the Nawab Nazim of Bengal have under the Firman of Shah 
" .Allnm no claim upon the British Government. But the administra-. 
" tive duties of tke Nizamut having been transferred to tke Compan/l, 
" a personal provision was made for the family of the Nazim. It was 
" right that consideration should be shown to the sons of Meer J affir 
" .A.li," &c. I woUld respectfully urge, Your Grace, that when examined 
without prejudice, the above argument will be fonnd to be based on a 
misconception of the meaning of the word Nizamut. The word N'JZa
mut is synonymous with the English term Royal Family, and can only 
be applied to the Nawabs Nazim, not as the Government, bnt merely 
as the titled heads of it, since they had no more to do with tke prac
tical administrative duties of thll Government than the Sovereigns of 
Europe now have.. . 

In proof of this, Your Grace, it is observable that in the second 
Supplementary Treaty with Nawab Nudjm-ul-dowlah, although the 
priucipal portion of the duties of the State, that is the Dewanny, or 
Civil Administration, of the three provinces of Bengal. Behar and 
Orissa, together with the revenues thereof, had been conferred on the 
English Company by the Emperor of Delhi, the grant was suiliect to 
certain conditiollll set forth in the Firman by which it was conferred, 
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one of which was, "tJ.e#oe 8hall be a .ujJicient allowance out of the ,aid 
" revenue, for ""pporting the expense, of the Nizamut," or No.zim's 
family; and again the Nawab agreed to a certain fixed sum" aI an 
adequate allowance for the expenses of the Nizamut," which expenses 
are distinetly specified under two heade, viz.: Rs. 17,78,854-1 for 
household or family expenses, and Rs.36,07,277-8 for guards and 
personal palace attendants befitting his rank and station. Again, from 
the corresponding clause of the- Treaty with Nawab-Syef-ul-dowlah, 
where the Nizamut stipend was fixed at the reduced figure of 
Rs. 41,86,131-9, in consideration of the Company having undertaken 
the whole of the military administration of the provinces, which the 
N awab agreed should "be entirely left to their du,,,,,etion and good 
management," as he would thus be relieved from all pecuniary respon
sibility in the aflairs of Government without lowering his political 
status as a titular prince, it is evident that the word .Nizamut meant 
thefamily of Nazim8, and not the Administrative Government. 

The same fact may be proved from the last Treaty with Nawab 
Mobaruck-ul-dowlah; and since it was an agreement that was .. to be 
inviolably observed for ever," it is reasonable to suppose that the 
Nizamut stipend, as then fixed at Rs. 31,81,991-9, should in honour 
and justice have been regularly paid by the Government of India to 
each Nnwab who has since succeeded. 

It is further stated in the Despatch (page 279), in allusion to the 
Treaties of 1766 and 1770 :-"In each of these Treaties tho Nawab 
" expressly indicated himself as the person to whom these advantages 
.. are to accrue, and I cannot perceive that in either case the Nawab 
" who was party to the Treaty had any regard to other interests 
.. than his own." 

Surely, Your Grace, it is not reasonable to suppose that the Honour
able Company and the N awabs, when executing these Treaties, had 
no regard to their succassors-for not only does the Despatch from tho 
Honourable Court of Directors of 20th April 1771, cont.radict this 
view of the question, but the Treaties themselves being based on the 
Imperial Firman which expressly stipulated for the "providing Jor 
.. the expenses of the Nizamut" did not require the insertion of any 
special clause to secure this object-particularly as it had, in the first 
instance, been expressed in the Treaty with Nawab Nudjm-ul-dowlah 
at the time of the grant of the Dewanny. 

Again the supposition that" the Nawab who was party to the Treaty, 
• had no regard to other interests than his own,''' is not borne out by 
the wording of the articles of the Treaties, inasmuch as, the Honour
able Company's interests, 8S set forth in all the previous Treaties, 
were fully secured, ,,-hile at the same time the Nawab relinquished 
much that he was fairly entitled to by those Treaties. Hence, on 
these grounds it cmmot fairly be argued that the Treaties were of a 
purely personal character. But even supposing the Nawab Mobaruck
ul-dowlah executed the Treaty from .. purely personal motives, re
gardless of the advantages derived by the Honourable Company"
yet the Honourable Company on their part having guaranteed that it 
would be "in"w1abl!l observed f01' et"er," were in honour and jU8tic~ 
bound to fulfil the conditions therein named. 

It may possibly be urged that the worde "for ever" bear no 
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signification and are redllndant; but with respect to this, permit me 
to state, Your Grace, that Treaties are genera.Ily framed by rational 
beings, and when their effect is intended to be limited, such limitation 
is expressly notified, as in the l'reaty, with the Nawab Nlldjm-un 
dowlah, which contemplated an existence only t,so long as the 
"Factories of the Englialo conti...." in lJengal." Even this could 
never have been intended to caBBe with the life of Nudjm-ul-dowlah; 
but WBB concluded in those words rather as an inducemeut for his 
successors to continut' to support the authority of, and remain the 
firm allies of the English, who, on their part, guaranteed to support 
the succession, and adhere to the terms of the Treaties so long BB they 
continued in Bengal. 

Again, it is irrational to suppose that in the lBBt Treaty with 
Mobaruck-ul-dowlah, the solemn invocation to the Almighty BBking 
His blessing on tloe in.iolable observance "for ever" of the Treaty WBB 
accidental, and th .. t the Treaty was really intended only to lBBt 
during the life-time of the Prince who executed it. It would be BB 
rational to suppose that the dissolution of the Government of the 
East India Company absolved the ~ritish Government from all 
obligations contracted by that augllst body while ruling in the East, 
since virtually the death of the representatives contracting the obliga- " 
tions had taken place: yet Her Majesty in the Proclam .. tion of 1858, 
with the advice of both Houses of Parliament, accepted the obligation 
to ., scrupulously maintain" all Treaties entered into by the Honour
able East India Company. 

It is not for a Prince in my position, crushed and trampled down 88 

I have been, to presume to criticise the acts of a powerful Government, 
who have declared that it is by their "free grace and favour" alone 
that I hold my position: and who on my attempting, in 1860, to 
bring facts to their notice, were pleased to remark, that I was guilty of 
discourtesy and want of respect to the British Government. I, how
ever, feel thankful that in this free country, where I now sojourn, I 
can lay my grievances at once before Her Majesty's Government in .. 
true and faithful light, without fear of giving offence, and with .. full 
assurance that justice will be done me without prejudice. I will, 
therefore,'with Your Grace's permission, bring to the notice of Her 
Majesty's Government, .. n act of injustice which laid the foundation 
of all the pecuni .. ry diflicwties in which the successors of N awab 
Meer Jaflier Ali Khan have since been involved, and led to the in
troduction of all the measures which have since tended to lower the 
political and social status of my family. 

The Treaty with Mobaruck-ul-dowlah (even if considered, for the 
"sllke of argument, as a personal one between a powerful Government 
"and a powerless Prince). was a solemn engagement binding the Go
vernment to pay him the full allowance of B.s. 31,81,991-9, during bis 
lifetime. Yet the Government, during the minority of the Prince. 
withheld B.s. 15,81,991-9, on the ground that sixteen lacs were enough 
for any Nawab during 1oi8 minority; and further when His Highness 
came of age, no portion of the sums withheld WBB restored to him, 
nor was his stipend raised to the amount stipulated for in the Treaty 
although the Munnee Begum repe .. tedly appealed to the Government 
on the subject. under an assurance from the Governor-General, Mr_ 
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Warren Hastings, that the full amount would be paid when the 
N awab reached his majority. The following quotation, from a 
Despatch to the Government of India will fully elucidate my remarks, 
and leave Your ({race in full possession of a.ll the facts connected with 
this subject. . 

Tbe Court of Directors wrote as follows :-" In noticing the 
" encomiums you pass upon your own abilities, we cannot but ob
" serve with astonishment, that an event of so much importance as 
"the death of Nawab Syef-ul-dowlah, and the establishment of a 
" successor in so great a degree of non-age, should not have been 
.. attended witk tkose advantages to tke Company which such a 
" circumstance affords to your view. We mean not to disapprove 
" tke preserving tke succession of tkefamily of Meer JaJlir; on the 
"contrary, botk justice and poliC!! recommended tke measure, but 
"when we consider t.he state of minority of the new Soubadhar, we 
" know not on what ground it could have been thought necessary to 
" continue to him the stipend a.llowed to' his adult predecessor; con
" vinced as we are, that an a.llowance of sixt<len lacs per annum will 
"be sufficient for the Nawab's state and rank, while a minor, we 
" must consider every addition thereto as so much to be wasted. You 
" are, therefore, during tke non-age of~ke Nawab, to reduce his annun.! 
~. stipend to sixteen lacs of rupees." (Page 31) 

From the above, it is evident that the Honourable Court of Directors 
considered themselves bound in'juatice to abide by the Treaties which 
guaranteed tke succession to the descendants of Meer Jamr, as olso the 
payment of the full amount stipulated for, to the respective heirs 
when they arrived at their majority (although they ordered their 
representatives in India to withhold a portion during tke minority of 
Nawab Mobaruck-uZ-dowZak); I would, therefore, leave it for Your 
Grace to consider why this just conclusion was not afterwards acted 
up to: and I may here be allowed !;o draw a parallol between the 
history of the house of Meer J affir, in their relations with the 
Honourable Company, and that of any of the Enropean Allied 
Princes or, Noblemen in their relations with their Sovereigns. In 
Ew·ope it was customary, during the early periods of Government, 
for Supreme Rulers to enter into treaties with their Allies (Princes 
aud Nubles), and to give them grants of land, and privileges under 
Royol Warrant, or Charter, for the purpose of securing their allegiance, 
and that of their successors, or, as marks of Royol favour in return 
for services rendered to the Sovereign. The recipients of these ad. 
vantages were generally the heads of military bodies, and assisted 
in protecting the countries ~ver which their Sovereign held sway. 
In process of time military organization underwent many changes,· 
until at length, in the present day, a.ll trace of the feudal system has 
been lost. Yet the Allied Princes and Nobles are allowed to retain 
a.ll the advantages conferred upon their ancestors, from generation 
to generation, except in those countries where revolutions have 
destroyed t}le landmarks of ancient grandeur. and over-thrown the 
Ruling Power. But no revolution has overthrown the British 
Government of India: then why should the family and successors of 
Meer Jaffir, the faithful a.llies of the British Government, be trampled 
down P Your Grace, my ancestors were faithfully attach~d to the 
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British cause, and I myseli have done all in my power to support 
the British rule in India, by placing my available resources at the 
command of t,he Government, wken ciJrcvmstances required it (vido 
Letters Pages 199 to 209.) Yet I have never solicited I/-ny reward or 
recogni,tion of my services beyond what I consider I am entitled to 
by 'I'reaty, and although other Princes have had titles conferred upon 
them, and even one of my servants was honoured with a distinguished 
mark of esteem, I myseli have never received any consideration, nor 
has even justice been accorded to my claims, though I have earnestly 
entreated for it. Even the descendants of rebels, and those who 
opposed the British, and resisted their establishment in India, have 
been liber&!ly dealt with, while I, following the good example of my 
ancestors, and full1l confiding in the good faith, and honour qf tke 
British nation as expressed in Treaties, and in the' written declara
tions of (Jovernors- (Jeneral, have heard it said that &!I those state
ments were mere idle expressions, and bore no signification whatever. 
It is a hard matter, Your Grace, for an Eastern Prince, brought up 
to believe implicitly' in the good faith and honour of the British 
nation, to hear anyone say that Public Treaties, Proclamations, and 
Official Letters are used as means for practising Political deception. 
No, Your Grace, I cannot credit this, and rather than that such 
should be proved to me, I pray the .Almighty may remove me from 
this world, so that I may die. as I have lived, in the firm conviction 
that British, konour and public faith are unimpeachable, and that 
tke word and bond of tke British can never be changed. I will never 
believe that the Treaties drawn up with my ancestors, are otherwise 
than binding on the British nation, since it is impossible that the 
representatives of a Christian Government calling themselves 
Christians, and fearing God, would invoke His- Holy name for 
purposes of deception and spoliation. . 

I now desire to draw Your Grace's attention to the consideration of 
the question, whether the Treaties &!luded to were regarded by the 
contracting parties as merely personal, or whether they were held to 
possess an hereditary nature. It is now said, that they were of a per
sonal character, but I would ask: " Did the Honourable East India 
Company take this view of the Treaties P Did they &!lege, on the 
death of Mobaruck-ul-dowlah that &!I Treaty obligations between them 
and the Nizamut Family had ceased P On the contrary, so late as 
1840, after I had succeeded to the Musnud of the Nizamut, the 
Honourable the Court of Directors refer to the annual stipend of sUi;
teen lacs as ., the Assignment by Treaty of the Family." (Page 108) 

Again. reviewing the Treaties, it ,will be seen that there was no need 
for a fresh Treaty on the death of Mobaruck-ul-dowlah, since the policy 
which dictated the acquisition of the entire Administrative Govern
ment of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, by means of Treaties, had by 
that time been crowned with a success as nnprecedented as it was 
complete.' ' 

The last Treaty confirmed the transfer of the military defence of the 
Provinces from the Nizamut to the Honourable East India Company 
in perpetuity and guaranteed a permanent compensation for this; 
there was, therefore, nothing more to treat for; and it is not to the 
point to enquire now, why the Honourable Company did not,.in ~770, 
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. take possession of the Provinces by right of the strongest, and at once 
ignore the necessity of making Treat.ies I On the oontrary, it is this 
fact that demands attention, that by Treat.y the Honourable East 
India Company gradually obtained possession of these Provinces, and 
when the last of these Treaties was framed they in return specially 
engaged in making it binding "for ever." It may well then be en
quired, whence the necessity for new Treaties when so clear a guaran
tee had been given of the duration of the last one executed? For it is 
sufficiently proved that the contracting parties recognised the e"Uiting 
validity of the last Treaty, as shown in the Honourable Court's 
Despatch, dated the 24th April, 1840, and also from the uninterrupted 
harmony of succession up to my period! 

Again. from the following extract of a letter (quoted at length under 
the third head of this Memorial) written on 20th February, 1834, by 
Mr. (now Sir Charles) Trevelyan, Your Grace will observe that the 
Governor-General in Council admitted t.he existence and application of 
the Treaty of 1770, and in alluding to the prescriptive rights and pri
vileges of the N awab N azim as secured by that Treat, said, "It will 
.. be observed from the Treaty (1770) of which a oopy IS annexed, that 
" Hie Highness the Nawab has been recognised by the British Govern
.. ment as an Independent Prince, and that the National Faith is 
" pledged, 'for nothing being proposed or carried into e"ecution dero
" gating from his .honour.' " And when commenting on tbe unad
vieednes8 of allowing the Supreme Court to have jurisdiction over the 
Nawab Nazim, His Lordship remarks: "A. the Government has no 
" power to regulate the proceedings of this Court towards persons ac
.. knowledged to come within its jurisdiction, if the liability of the Na
.. zim were to be admitted, there is no degree of indignity which might 
.. not be inflicted upon him by its ordinary processes, in contravention of 
" the pledged National Faith, and of the ,.espect which Ui obviously due 
" the ,.epresentative of our oldest ally on this side of India." His 
Lordship further states in the last para. of this letter. "the Nawab 
"Nazim is a Prince whose independence has been re~ognised by a 
" Treaty with 0fte of his predecessors." It is very evident from the 
above (exclusivo of other documentary evidence) that the Government 
of India acknowledged without reservation that the Treaty of 1770 
was binding in perpetuity, and instructed their officers to view it in 
the same light, and to plead the same under their authority in Her 
Majesty's Supreme Court at Calcutta. Surely. Your Grace, there can 
be no doubt about the truth of the above asscr'.;ions, for the Govern
ment would never have used them for the purpose of mi.leading the 
Supreme Court (at that time the only emblem of Her Majesty's autho
rity in the East.) Had they been expressed to an Indian Prince, they 
might have been considered 8S licenses of rhetoric; but such oould not 
possibly be the case when addressed to a Court, presided over by 
:British judges of the highest legal qualifications. at the head of whom 
was the venerated Chief Justice Sir Edward Ryan. (Page 93). 

Further, Your Grace, Her Ma,jesty, in Her gracious Proclamation 
of the 1st November, 1858, to the Princes, Chiefs, and Poople of India, 
aecepted the obligations of the Honourable E ... t India Company 
with respect to Treaties with the Princes of the land; and it is 
therefore very difficult to surmise whence arose the doubt that led the 
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Government of Indill in 1862 to I18sert"that the Nizamut existed alone 
.. by the free grace lind favour of the British Government." l'he 
fact is, Your Grace, that recently. most unfortunately for myself, cir
cumstances have placed me in a most invidious position with respect 
to the Government of India, and it is II just and impartial review of 
these circumstances, which alone will pilice me in the position I ought 
to occupy with reEpect to that Government. 

These circumstances will, in the course of this Memorial, form sepa
rate heads needing separate investigation; so, before bringing them to 
Your Grace's notice, I will proceed to lay before Your Grace some 
documents which clearly exhibit the Political position of the N awab 
Nazim, 118 recognized by the Indian Government of the Honourable 
East India Company, up to the lll8t Governor-General appointed by 
that august body. Leaving aside all others which are to the same 
purport, I beg to adduce the following letters addressed to me by their 
(late) Lordships the Marquis of Dalhousie and Earl Canning, on their 
respectively assuming the Administration of India; letters which &:re, 
in fact, the ratifications of the Treaties with my ancestors. The first 
of these is dated the 12th January, 1848, and is 118 follows :-'-

"Nllwab Sahib, of high worth and exalted station, my good brother, 
" may peace be with you . 

.. After expressing wishes, words cannot describe, for a joyful meet
" ing; what I have now the pleasure officially to announce, you will 
., have heard through the ordinary" channel-my appointment of 
" Governor-General of' India; I arrived at Calcutta, and I18sumed the 
.. duties of my office on the 12th January, 1848. 

" Your Highness may be assured this friend is desirous, "and bent 
" heart and soul to" do all he can to knit the ties of attachment and 
.. friendship, and to" connect the bonds of. harmony and concord be
.. tween the Honourable East India Company lind your Highness, and 
" that personal sentiments of the highest regard and esteem, should 
.. confirm the relations between us, while zealously striVlllg to promote 
.. the interest, establish the authority, and maintain the best under
.. standing between all the States and Sirdars of Hind, lind the Deccan, 
.. lind this High and Paramount Power, by strict observance of word 
i< and bond, and enduring fulfilment of compact and treaty, in terms 
" of. existing conditions, stipulations and lIl'ticles arranged lind con
U certed." 

(Signed) .. DALHOUSIE." 

The second is dated the 11th March, 1856, lind is as follows :-, 

"Nawab Sahib, of high worth and exalted station, my good brother, 
" I wish you peace." 

.. After expressing devoted desire beyond description for II happy 
" interview, I would announce what you will have gleaned from the 
.. newspapers of the 29th February last, that this friend has been IIP

" pointed to succeed the most noble, the Marquis of Dalhousie, K.1'., 
" 118 Governor-General of Indill." 
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" Permit me to add, this friend entered Calcutta, the seat of Govern
.. ment and assumed the duties of this high office OB the 26th February, 
"1856, corresponding to the 22nd Jumadee-ul-Sanee, 1272, H.n 

" Your Highness may be assured the consideration, respect, aDd 
.. friendly interest in the prosperous administration of your alfairs, and 
.. just regard to the honors and dignities due to your hereditary rank, 
" aDd the prescriptive privileges of your high station, guaranteed by I,he 
" stip !lations of subsisting Treaties and long-e~tablished relations 
.. observed and cherished by former Governors·General will, on the part 
"also of this aincere friend, be fervently fostered and punctually 
., fulfilled," 

(Signed); " CANNING." 

It is for Your Grace to decide whether these letters do not bear 
strong internal eviden~.e of the Aereditarg nature of the Treaties? and 
whether, in the words" Me prescripji.e pri.ileges of yoor high atation, 
" guaranteed by tke stipulationa of 8ubaiating Treaties, and long-ea/a
" bliaked relationa," there is not overwhelming evidence to set aside 
the supposition that those Treaties were of a personal character? 

There is one more quotation with which I will trouble Your Grace, 
and it is iJ such plain and unmistakeable language as appears to me 
to admit of no misinterpretation. It is as follows :-

PROCLA1IU.TION. 

"Fort William, Politic¥ Department," 
" 19th December, 1838." 

" By order of the Government of India, the Deputy-Governor of 
" Bengal notifies to the Public, and to the .Allies of the British Govern
"ment, and to all friendly powers, that Nawab Shooja-ool-Moolk, 
"Ihtisham-ood-dowlah, Humayoon Jah, Syud Moobaruck Ali Khan 
" Bahadoor Feroze J ung. having departed this life at Moorsbedabad, 
.. on the 3rd October, 1838, his son, the Nawab Syud Munsoor Ali 
" Khan, has succeeded to the hereditary honors and dignities of the 
"Nizamut ana Subadary of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa; and His 
" Highness ie hereby declared, under the aut.hority of the Government 
" of India, to be the N azim and Soobadar of Bengal. Behar, and Orissa, 
•• and to have assumed, and to exercise the authority, dignities and 
.. privileges thereof. and under the 8tyle and title of Moonmzm·ool
"lIIoolk, Mohsen-ood-Dowlah, Fureedoon Jah, Syud Munsoor Ali 
"Khan Bahadoor NU8rut Jung. 

" Published and proclaimed by 
.. Hie Honor the Deputy-Governor of Bengal," 

(Signed), .. H. T. PRINBEP," 
.. Secretary to the Government oC Denga!." 
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" GeM1'al Order by tIte Honorrible the Depu,ty-Oovernor of 
"Bengal, 'Under date the 19t1~ December, 1838." 

.. The Honorable the Deputy-Governor of Bengal has been pleased 
.. to direct that a salute of 19 guns be fired from the ramparts of Fort 
II William at 12 o'clock this day, in honor of the n.ccession of His High
II ness Syud Mnnsoor Ali Khan to the Musnud of t.he Provinces of 
.. Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, and that the above ProClamation be read 
cc at the head of the troops in gmrison at sunset this evening under a 
.. salute of three volleys 01' musketry." 

(Signed) II H. T. PRINSRP," 
.. Secretary to the Government of Bengal.'~ 

The above Proclamation and General Order appeared in the Calcutta 
Gautte of Wednesday, 19th December. 1838, and it is for Your G,....,~ 
to consider what interpretation should be put upon the words" suc
ceeded" and .. hereditary" which occur in the body of this Proclama
tion. Were these words used in the full belief of tke Rights of tke 
N"uamut being based on certain Treatia, or is no importance to be 
attached to their signification? 

Only three years previous to the date of this Proclamation. the 
Govermnent of India in the person of Lord William Bentinck, addressed 
his Highness, my father Nawab Humayoon Jah, in the following 
WOrdS:-1 

.. Yo'ur Highness will experience the same disposition to cultivate and 
.. improve the existing harmony and good nnderstanding between the 
II two Governments, and an inviolaUe adherence to tke engagements by 
II which !lour Highness an4 tke Honorable CQmpan!l are indissolubl!l 
U conflected. n 

And again a year later, Lord Auckland wrote as follows :-
.. Your Highness may be assured that I am cordially disposed to 

II maintain the relations of barmony and friendship subsisting between 
II tbe two States, to establish the utmost degree of individual friend
.. sbip with your Highness, and to seek the confidence of all the States 
.. and chiefs of Hindostan and the Deccan, b!l a scrupulQl18 adkererwe 
.. to Msisting engagements, an4 to tke obligations 0/ public fauh aw 
"lono,.." , 

It is the relations between the Honorable East India Company and 
the Nizamut that I would solicit an investigation of. What were the 
views the Government of India entertained of the obligations and 
engagements between it and the Nizamut? Lord Bentinck is most 
c\eBl' on this point, when in the letter quoted above, he pledges himself 
to .. an inviolable adherence to the engagements by which your High
.. ness 8lld the Honorable Company are indissolubly connected." 

The next point to which I deem it right to draw Your Grace's 
attention while on this subject, is that ~rtion of the Despatch (page 
280). where it has been argued that the Treaty with His Highness 
Moobaruck-ul-Dowlah fell through. for as the Nawabs Nazim since 
then have received the reduced allowance of sixteen lacs the Treaty 
ceased to have effect. 

I would gladly forbear discussing this question; but since it has 
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been so prominently put forth to my' prejudice, I cousider it proper to 
bring it to Your Graoe's notice as a breach of faith, and to inquire 
whether this breach of one of the Articles of the Treaty was at the 
instance of the Nizamut? 

The young Nazim wo.s 0. minor, 0. mere child, without power to 
redress his wrongs, o.nd the only person about him who exercised 
control in his a~airs was the Munnee Begum, "the Mother of the 
Compo.ny," as she was styled by that August Body, on account of her 
deep attachment and sincere devotion to their solid interests. She, 
poor infatuated lady, was led to believe by Mr. Warren Hastings, tho.t 
the arrangement which thus reduced the 'l'reaty allowances to about 
one-half, was simply a temporarg one to last during the minority of 
the young Nazim, and so she lived on in this vain hope. confiding to 
the last In the good faith of the Hononrable Compo.ny, that all would 
come right in the end. The Court of Directors did not ignore the 
Treaty, they merely rebuked their Governor for not taking advantage 
of the" non-age of the Nawab to rednce t,he annno.l stipend during 
ce his minority," and ordered: "You are, therefore, during the non
ce age of the Nawab, to reduce the annnal stipend to sixteen lacs." In 
even this, though there was not a breach of Treaty, there was o.n 
apparent breach of faith unsought, unmerited, and unatoned for. 
The Treaty obligations, it is very evident, were never meant to be set 
aside. because" both justice and policy recommended the meaSUI'e of 
" preserving the succession of the family of Meer J amr." Yet suc
cessive Governors·General, from that period up to the last Governor
General of the Honourable Company, have admitted the annual 
allowance of sixteen lacs only as "t,he Assignment by Treaty of the 
ce fo.mily," though each, and all of them have recognised .. the en
.. gagements by which the Nizamut and the East India Company were 
" indissolubly connected." 

But the question may suggest itself to Your Grace: What 
could have led the Government of Indio. to alter its views on this 
subject? , 

If Lord Dalhousie, in 1848. acknowledged "the strict observance of 
ce word, and bond, and enduring fulfilmcnt of compact and Trenty, in 
.. t~rms of existing conditions, stipulations, o.nd articles," how came 
His Lordship, in 1853. to urge th"t the Nizamut existed" on the 
ce free grace and favour of the British Government?" The answer to 
this question will be found in the second head of my grievances, to 
which I now beg to draw Your Grace's attention, viz.:-

II_-THE UN1USTlFIABLE ATIITUDE ASSUMED BY HIS 

LORI1SHIP, THE MARQUIS OF DALHOUSIE, TO~ARDS MYSELF 

O!'f ALL QUESTIONS RELATING TO THE NIZ..\MUT ON A 

MISCONCI!:P'fION 01' MY BEING IN SOliE WAY CONNECTED 

WrTIJ A BASE OUTB.AGI~ CO)[MITTED BY SOME MRNIAL 

SERVANTS, OF WHICH I WAS NOT EVEN COGNIZANT AT 

THE TIME. 

In Para. II. of the Extract of tho Despatch No. 30, dated the 17th 
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June, 1864, the late Secretary of State Df Her Majesty's Government, 
in noticing the abrogation of certain enactments that protected the 
rank and dignity qf tke Nizamut expressed himself in the following 
words: "that Act XXV[l of 1854," which repealed those enactments, 
.. can on no account be repealed in consequence of an outrage which 
.. was considered at the tiple by the Government both in India and 
.. in England to have been at.tended with a large amount of culpahility 
"on the part of the Nawab Nazim." 

Your Grace will, I trust, take an impartial view of this matter 
as I cannot allow such an asp.ersion on my character to pass unnoticed. 
I therefore solicit your attentive perusal of the following statement of 
facts connected with/that deplorable case, in proof of the absence of 
any knowledge on my part of the occurrence adverted to. 

On the 31st March, 1853, I was out on a shooting excursion with a 
suite of about 2,000 persons, and during my absence, one Hossainee 
missed a box belonging to his master, Mesh Urjoomnnd, one of my 
eunuchs. It appears that a lad named Muddee was suspected of 
having stolen the missing property. and he was seized and beaten. I 
most solemnly declare that I knew not a word of all this at the time, 
for the chastisers, well-knowing my disposition, and the certainty of 
incurring my utmost displeasure if. the matter came to my knowledge, 
most carefully concealed it fi.·om me However, as it afterwards 
appeared, on being beaten, the lad Muddee pointed out a vagrant, 
named Hingoo, as his accomplice in the theft, and this man was 
similarly seized and beaten. Up to a full month after their delLth. I 
knew not a word about the matter, nay I pledge myself that I was 
not even made acquainted with the circumstances of any person's 
property being missing. On the 5th May following, a petition was 
presented to the Dewanee Sherista, or Dewan's office of the Nizamut 
purporting to be from the mother of the lad Muddee, accuaing Arnan 
Ali Khan, my chief eunuch (who at the time was acting Dewan), 
and several others of the murder of her BOn. It was thus, and then, 
that I came to hear of the matter, and at once ordered a strict inquiry 
to be made, which, had I wished to screen the accused I would not 
have done. All the witnesses deposed that the lad had died of 
cholera. The Hakeem Jumook deposed that Be had treated the 
lad for cholera, by administering laudanum and calcined gold. And 
he (the doctor) further stated, that ten or twelve other persons had 
died of cholera in the camp, and m:my more in the villages in the 
neighbourhood. The brother and mother' of Muddee deposed that 
she had presented no petition to anyone, and that her seal was not 
on the one produced. Etwari, the f .. ther of the i.ad, declared he had 
seen him die of cholera. All these statements led me to believe that 
the lad had actually died of cholera, more especially as Arnan Ali 
Khan, the person particularly accused, had heen witlJ. me from my· 
childhood, and I having been accustomed to repose entire confidence 
in him, naturally concluded that the writer of the petition was 
one of his enemies, who had thus sought. to prejudice me against 
him. 

That Arnan Ali Khan had a' great many enemies, owing to his 
elevation, I was well aware of, and I will candidly own that I was 
biased considerably in his favour by this fact, and therefore regarded 
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the petition, after hearing the declarations of the witnesse., as a got-up 
slander .. Besides, the declaration of Etwari, the lad's fat.her, left 110 

room for my young and inexperienced judgment (for I was only 
twenty-five years of age then) to arrive at any other conclusion than 
that some designing persons had adopted t.his nefarious method of 
doing an injury to an old officer of my establishment, and the one of 
all others whom I had been taught from my earliest childhood to 
regard with entire confidence. At tbis stage stopped all further 
active interference on my part with the case. 

T'he accused persons were tried at Moorshedu.bad in September, 
1853. On a careful perusal of the proceedings, the following con
clusions can scarcely be avoided, viz. :~' 

1st. That although Muddee and Hingoo were said to have been 
most cruelly treated, and there was a probability that they died from 
the effects of the ill-treatment they received, there was no positive 
proof that they did so. 

2ndly. There was apparently no concealment in the matter, as they 
were beaten openly. This might be urged against me, for not having 
been able to determine a fact, admitted in Court, to have been done 
openly; but the admission was a subsequent one, doubtless by the di
rection of counsel, when the accused stood on their defence on a most 
serious charge; whereas, ·in the investigation made before me, the 
accused probably did not contemplate that matters would take so 
serious a turn, and hoped, by concealment from me of every fact 'con
nected with their atrocious conduct to escape my displeasure, and 
their own certain dismissal and punishment. 

3rdly. The only persons who accused Aman Ali of having been con
cerned in beating the poor unfortunate men, were Hossainee, the 
approveI', who had lost the box (and who had undoubtedly beaten 
them himself) a leper, a temporary cook, a discharged Burkundaz (who 
lived chielly by begging), and an elephant-driver (who had tied up tho 
deceased). These men all gave contradictory evidence, and the Judges 
of the Sudder Nizamut felt constrained to discard the evidence of t.he 
first four witnesses in toto. Your Grace will obscrve the improbaoili
ties in tbe evidence given, thus: The leper affirmed that "he saw 
.~ 'Aman Ali Khan, the chief of our officers in rank and authority, first 
.. cutting a bamboo with his own hands, and then beating the deceased 
" with it ! .. A statement bearing the strongest marks of improbability 
on the face of it, so much so that the Sessions Judge pronounced 
this man's evidence .. not entitled to much credit, as the discrepancies 
" in it are irreconcilable." The discharged Burkundaz declared" that 
" Muddee and Hingoo were brought before me, and I ordered their 
"release, but that Aman Ali Khan countermanded the order, and 
.. threatened to blow them away from a gun." 'This person's evidence, 

,to use the words of the Court, •• teemed with improbabilities and gross 
.. contradictions;" and such was the evidence for the prosecution. 

On the other hand, three witnesses, in a more respectable station in 
life, declared on oath than Aman Ali Khan had not beaten the de
ceased; and they further testified that he, on hearing that the men 
had been beaten, at once ordered their release. George Shapcott, my 
coachman (whose evidence was universally acknowledged as trust
worthy), testified under oath, .. that when Muddee, at the village of 
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.. Nowguriah a.ccused a third person, named Hillgoo, the latter Wl!.tl 

.. seized, and would have been beaten by the camel-driver, who had 
R most cruelly beaten Muddee, when Shapcott interfered, and by the 
cc use of Aman Ali's name, eWectually stayed the meditated injustice." 

This witness was a European and a Christian, and his evidence, 
which was given cc in a plain straightforward manner," as recognized, 
by the Court, was " infinitely more trustworthy than either that~f the 
.. approver Hossainee (the real delinquent) or of the camel-driver, and 
co others for the prosecution." These wretched men were no doubt 
the real oWenders, and both circumstantial and material evidence point 
to them as the guilty parties; but a chain of circumstances furnished 
them the opportunity of becoming witnesges for the prosecution, in 
the hope of extricating themselves from the difficulty their deeds had 
placed them in, when the case assumed a more serious aspect. The 
camel-driver was one of those sentenoed to a long period of imprison. 
ment, notwithstanding his most vigorously perjured eWorts to lay the 
blame on one whose high station, he thought, would doubtless palliate 
the compliance to so overt an act. And it is a most singular fact, that 
the most interested parties, the father and mother of Muddee, do not 
appear as principals in the prosecution: It may be argued that they 
were bought over to silence, but this is an unnatural assumption, and 
is not teLBble when it is taken into consideration that it was on the 
mother's supposed representation that tbe concealed facts came to form 
the subject of judicial enquiry. That Muddee and Hingoo came to a 
premature end, from the eWects of the beating, may readily be sup· 
posed, but that Aman Ali was in any way mixed up in the aJfair can· 
not be credited for many reasons. 

4th. There is an entire hbsence of motive to permit the assumption 
of Aman Ali's complicity in the death of these unfortunate men. The 
box which was stolen was not his, nor was it of material value. It 
belonged to a very subordinate· officer in my service, and there is an 
air of improbability which militatE'S against the supposition that a 
person in Aman Ali's position would havE' so interested himself about 
the recovery of a paltry article, the property of an insignificant officer, 
as to order the use of torture for the purpose of extorting a confession. 
At the same time, it is to be remembered that Aman Ali, as my confi· 
dential servant, had a host of enemies constantly seeking his downfall ; 
hence, the Mahomedan Law Officer found Aman Ali .. guilty of in· 
n stigating the beating on violent presumption, and of privity to the 
.. crime on full proof." But there clearly was no proof that Aman 
Ali had ordered the men to be beaten, and the Sessions Judge gave 
his opiuion as follows :_CC .After carefully weighing the whole of the 
" evidence against him, I am -not satisfied with that part which would 
"implicate him as the instigator, which .he would be if it were satis·· 
" factorily proved that he gave orders for the two men to be beaten," 
and pronounced "that he was ouly proved to have been an aocessory 
.. after the fact." 

The Sudder Nizamut, the highest Court of Justice in the country, 
considered that it was proved that'the prisoner had forbidden the ill· 
treatment of the victims, and that there .... as .. no proof of. his being 
.. accessory after the fact," and accordingly acquitted him. And since, 
with all the means of arriving at a just oonclusioll, the judge. of the 

1 
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"Sudder Nizamut had pronounced Aman Ali innocent, surely there was 
nothing to be wondered at in the circumstance of my believing him to 
be innocent. I mere) y recognized the verdict of the Court; and 
Aman Ali, on being acquitted, W&S treated by me &8 innocent of any 
crime; for I should have considered it very haroh to have treated the 
man &8 guilty, :when a body of duly qualified and highly competent 
judges had pronounced that .. there W&8 no proof of his being even 
" ~cessory after the fact." In the meantime, I had appointed another 
person to fill the office of Dewan, in place of Aman Ali, who had acted 
in that C&pa.city without being formally invested with the duties of it, 
and I must now earnestly crave Your Grace's attention to the action 
taken by the Governor-Gener&l on this deplorable and much to be 
regretted case, since I must for ever abide by the decision of Her 
Majesty's Government as to whether' it was just or unjust; whether 
all the circumstances of the case, when viewed together, admitted of 
my name being coupled with the atrocious villains who were convicted, 
and whether the Government acted arbitrarily or not, in depriving me 
of certain ot my prescriptive rights on the groundless supposition of 
my being, in BOme wayor other. culpable in the case, of which" I have 
endeavoured to give Your Grace a true and faithful review. 

Lord Dalhousie, in utter defiance of the solemn verdict of the 
highest Court of Justice in India, decided that Aman Ali W&8 guilty, 
and that my act in agreeing with the Sudder Nizamut, and believing 
him innocent, was a proof of my oWn complicity in the murder. ll.ia 
Lordship might quite as reasonably have come to the .... me conclusion 
regarding the judges themselves, and summarily have snspended them, 
or discharged them, from their OffiOO8. ll.ia Lordship called for an ex
planation from me," (Page 129) and the expreesions he used in so doing 
sufficiently show that he had previously made up his mind, not only as to 
the guilt of this acquitted ennuch, but also to my complicity in the affair. 
It W&8 quite necessary, in His Lordship's opinion ... that the Nawab 
Nazim, under whose eyes this "monstrous outrage on humanity h&8 
.. been perpetrated, should pe required to give an explanation of his 
" conduct in the matter, that measures should be taken to mark the 
.. sense entertained by Government of such proceedings, and that safe
"guards should be provided against a repetition of them in future." 
I was also required to state why I .. failed to exercise my authority to 
.. prevent the perpetration of BO outrageous a crime, almost in my 
.. very preeence," thus taking for granted that I had been cognizant of 
it. These words clearly demonstrate that ll.ia Lordship had come to a 
premature conclusiOD, and that no explanation would alter his de
cision. The Governor-General pronounced that not only" had Arnan 
.. Ali failed to use the influence he had to prevent the crime" (though 
the Sudder Court had declared him ignorant of it), but that "from 
.. his Highness's tent being only fifty yards from where the men were 
.. tortured, and from his having the eunuchs do.ily to dine with him, 
.. he must have been himself cognizant of the torture, of the death that 
.. ensued from the torture, and of the falseness of the rumour which 
.. &scribed the death of these men to cholel"fL" 

The first reasons &88igned for thiaseries of accuaations, W&8 that my 
tent had been pitched about fifty lards from the place where the UD

lort11D8te victims had been kept. Your Grace, my known gentleness 
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and humanity of charact~r, which. are such that I cannot prevail on 
myself even to perform in propria persona the sacrifices enjoined by 
our religion; my European education and ideas, the fact that I was 
absent from my tent during the greater part of each day, and that 
much, if not most, of the said cruelty took place at a distance from 
the camp, availed me nothing in His Lordship'S opinion; though 
the evidence which proved that the men were beaten, established also 
that they were beat~n : - , 

1st. In camp and before His Highness returned from shooting. 
2nd. At a sbop in the village. 
3rd At the River Nowguriah. 

'4th. After His Highness returned and in a garden at 30me ilistancEI 
from the camp. 

5th. Next day, and after His Highness had gone out shooting. 
6th. Again at the river at Nowguriah. 
On no occasion did it appear that the men were beaten while I was 

in camp; and even supposing such had been the case, it should not be 
forgotten how unlikely a few cries were to attract attention amid the 
noise and bustle of a large camp. What with the trumpeting of 
elephants, of which upwards of sixty were in the camp, the shouting 
of ~ervants and camp·followers, of whom there were about 2,000, and 
last, though not least, the vigorous efforts to please of a full "brass band, 
which played almost incessantly wbile I was within hearing, I main· 
tain, Your Grace, that in the midst of a concatenation of such dis
cordant noises, the posaibility of hearing any particular cries was cer· 
tainly rather remote. 

Then, again, my tent was a double·walled one, surrounded again 
with a high Kanat, or thick cloth enclosure, and these facts should not 
be lost sight of in determining whether I could possibly have heard 
the cries of th& nien at the distance specified where the torture was 
said to have been inflicted. I can assure Your Grace, that such was 
the thiCKness of ,my tent, that it would have been impossible to distin., ' 
guish cries outside it, even if no other noise~ prevailed around; but 
apart from my own assertions, it was clearly elicited from the entire 
evidence in Court, that the unfortunate men were never beaten in mv 
presence nor in my hearing; and even supposing that they were cla';:. 
destinely confined in a tent fifty yards from mine, yet it would by no 
means be inconsistent with all the collateral circumstances to believe 
that I, was entirely iguorant of the matter. How frequently do occur
rencesof the greatest moment transpire almost under our. very eyes, 
without our being at all cognizant of them; nay, more, the annals of 
how many trials record the evidence of individuals to certain facts, 
while the same persons swear to an ignorance of others, which it might' 
be inferred they were assuredly acquainted with. Persons living in 
the upper story of a house have sworn positively to their not hearing 
cries of' distress from the inmates of a lower story, and !;heir testimony 
has been recognised as genuine in the Highest Courts q.nd Tribunals of 
England, where every one receives due justice. 

In this case the circumstances were of a nature that IUore than al." 
lowed the supposition of my utter iguorance of the atrocious crime 
committed, as it was not likely that thll wretches, who were culpable, 
would communicate their guilt to their master; whose known humanity 

:I. 2 
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would have at once become the instrumpnt for bringing them to tIle 
hands of justice, where they would .meet with such punishment aB 
their crime deserve. It was hardly probable that they would tave 
had the temerity to come to their master and say, we have beaten two 
men to death, do you put your regis over us to protect us from the 
consequences; nor is it likely that even th0@8 of my servanta who were 
acquainted with any of the circumstances would make a confidant of 
me; on the contrary, as was really the case, their utmost vigilance WIllI 

directed to a careful conceaJment of every fact, so that I might not ob-
~ even an inkling of it. . 

The second reason his Lordship adduced, in accusing me of com
plicity, WIllI, that the accused and acquitted eunuchs had .. dined 
" daily with His Highness!" Would anyone, especially the Prince, 
like to be made responsible for all the acts of those who dined daily 
with hinl ? Would such persons be likely to cboose, as the topic of 
their conversation on such occa.eions, their own inlplication8 in 80 
atrocious an outrage as the one under notice supposes? It is to be re
marked, that the only evidence which, in any way, might prove that 
.Arnan Ali knew of the accused peraons being twice beaten, proved also 
that on each occasion he gave positive ordera forbidding their ill-treat
ment. It was nowhere shown that he knew of the extent of the 
cruelty infliCted, or that it had resulted in death. 

The truth 8eems to have been (from the Report of the case), that 
.Arnan Ali had heard of two beatings, which he, on bot,h occasions sent 
to put a stop to; but that these beatings were continued, by the camel
driver and Hossainee, in whose ehru"ge the missing box had been, at a 
distance from the camp (as at Nowguriah), Aman Ali and the other 
eunuchs were at the time quite unaware of it. That the perpetrstora 
tbemselves did not intend to kill their vietinls is also evident from the 
fact that, when they had gone too far, they called in the Hakeem to 
endeavoUJ" to cure the unfortunate men; and that the death of the 
poor men, and certaiuly thp cause of it, was carefully concealed from 
my omeera, and most especially from me. I thus remained in total 
ignomnce of it, until the petition was presented to the Dewsuee 
Sherista. 

Major MacGregor, the Governor-General's Agent, in writing on the 
subject to Government, remarked that, .. Hia HighneB8 had invariably 
.. declared that he W88 never made cognizant of the fact that death en
.. sued in consequence of the mal-treatment which the unfortunate 
.. creatures, Hingoo and Muddee, teceived." On the same occaaion, 
Major-General Raper, who perhaps knew my character, and undeJ'o 
stood my disposition better than anyone, and who observed that, .. as 
.. a boy he had never shown the smallest propensity to cruelty or mia
.. chief," and further added that, .. former Agents and every one who 
.. knows the N RZim speak of hinl as kind, generous, and humane." 

Major MacGregor's opinion on my decision of the matter wal 
.. that the Nawab NRZinl must have heard a false account of the 
.. aJrair;" but I had heard no other than the BOOOunt which W88 re
ceived by the Budder Court, and I maintain I could not be blamed for 
coming to the same conclu8ion 68 that arrived at by the Honomble 
the Jud~ of that Court. However, that tbe Government might 
lave no Just ground of complaint against me, I immediately di8missed 
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aU the acCused eunuchs, and on receipt of the Governor-General'lt 
letter, suspended Aman Ali Khan from his various employments, 
ordering him to give in his accounts as soon as possible_ More than 
this I oould not have done; I could not have sent Arnan Ali away at 
once, as he had to render his aooounts of the Dewanship, so I sus
pended him, an9- nominated another officer to his post_ 

In my reply to the Governor-General, I expressed my grief at being 
held responsible for the conduct of my servants, and simply stated the 
undeniable facts, that during my shooting excursion it was my habit to 
start early in the morning. take my breakfast on my elephant, and, re
turning in the evening overcome by fatigue, soon retire to rest, and
that, consequently, I knew very little of what went on in the camp_ 
To these assertions, Mr. Garrett, the Judge of Beerbhoom, t,he Honor
able Mr. Eden, late Secretary to the Govern.ment of Bengal, and other 
gentlemen who accompanied me. and who knew no more about the 
affair than I did, could have borne witness. I, at the same time, 
solemnly declared that it never came to my knowledge that a .murder 
had been committed, and I further mentioned that whEln the subject 
was brought to my notice, I immediately instituted an enquiry, and it 
appeared from several statements that Muddee and Hingoo had died 
of cholera.· In answer to the Governor-General's inquiry, why I .. con
" tinued to show favor and countenance to those" (Aman Ali) "who" 
(in His Lordship's opinion) "were concerned in the mnrder," I very 
natura.lly said that when they were acquitted by the Sudder Court 
after being so strictly tried, I really thought them to be not guilty. 

At first, under the impression that the Governor-General required 
tho dismissal of the eunuchs, (though nothing is said of this in His 
Lordship's letter,) I discharged them all: but hearing nothing of the 
matter during an interval of four months, and then having information 
that the affair had been referred to the Honorable Court of Directors, 
and thinking that that just and humane body of gentlemen would never 
sanction such an iI\justice as punishing men for a crime of which they 
had been acquitted, nor sanction any interference with my own 
domestic arrangements, I, inat.ead of depriving mys~lf wholly of the 
services of the old and faithful attendants, permitted them to continue 
among my retinue, under a proviso that they should not exercise the 
functions of their several offices until the matter should be finally 
decided. 

Importunity, and a natural feeling of attachment to old servants who 
had nursed me from my infancy, and whom I really thought to be 
perfectly innocent, led me to take this probably imprudent step: but 
the consequences of it, both to myself individually, and to my whole 
family, as the sequel will show, were most disastrous; neither my rank 
nor diguity were spared. nor the right of the female members of my 
household recognized; but everything was done to degrade me in the 
estimation of the whole country, for the Agent reported the matter to 
Government; and' stated, that "the eunuchs were still in my service, 
and that AIDan .Ali had resumed his duties as chief eunuch." 

At length, on the 23rd March, 1854, the Governor-General pro
nounced my explanation" most unsatisfactory," and although I knew 
not of what fault I had been guilty, nor could I have urged anything 
beyond what I did in proof of the innocence of my servants, yet l.wu 
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peremptorily ordered "to dismiss them altogether" from my service, 
and" to hold no further communication with any of them;" and the 
Agent was required" to report within one week whether this requisition 
had been complied with or not." Further, I was denied the privilege 
of going for change of air to Dinagepore though my healr.h required it, 
as testified by Dr. Kean the Civil Surgeon of Moorshedabad, and his 
Lordship refused to sanction "under any circumstances," the usual 
disbursements from the Deposit Fund for my travelling expenses. 

Such were the immediate steps taken by the Government With 
respect to me; but thos~ which quickly followed, and were sanctioned 
by the Honorable Court of Direotors at the instigation of the Admini
stration in India, led to the lowering and disgrace of myself and my 
family. It may not be to the point, at so late a period as the present, 
to enter upon a discussion as to whether the eunuchs were innocent or 
guilty, but I hold, Your Grace, that they were innocent when declared 
to be so by a body of British Judges, and when such a decision was 
given in open Court, it became the duty of all persons to recognize and 
respect it in its entirety. Your, Grace will, I hope, agree in my opinion, 
that it ill beCame the Head of the Government to furnish such an 
example to the commnnity at large, as to call in question the patient 
investigations and findings of its own August Courts of J udioo.ture, 
and to brand with incapacity its highest Officers of Justice, yet such 
was virtually the case, and a climax was attained when that Govern
ment went so far as to punish a defenceless Prince for doing his duty 
loyally in recognizing the Judgment of its Highest Tribunal. 

Probably His Lordship supposed the eunuchs to be morally guilty; 
but it is to be borne in mind that the law, in its endeavours to suppress 
crime by punishing the guilty, affords a great latitude with respect to 
evidence, and even circumstantial and collateral facts are not dis
regarded by the Officers of Justice, particularly in a. Court where legal 
acumen and evidence of various kind. are the predominant elements in 
deciding a case. Such was the Sudder Nizamut Court. It was pre
sided over by British Judges of known worth, and was unencumbered 
with the risk of a packed jury. Its decisions were by the law and 
evidence, and in the case of the eunuchs, neither the law nor the evi
dence established their culpability; they were acquitted because 
they were innocent. and the really guilty parties were condemned to 
suffer as the law directed. 

We frequently hear of persons being taken up on suspicion of having 
committed crimes, yet after trial, if they are declared innocent, they are 
as free as any other subjects of the realm, and are privileged to again 
move in society, and no society would condemn and brand as felons, 
men whom a twofold trial had declared innocent. Yet 1 was required, 
Day ordered, to summarily dismiss thooe eunuchs, and thus brand them 
with ignominy as guilty parties. It mattered little to the community at 
large whence this measure proceeded, and to the masses. its true cause 
was unknown. No one supposed that the summary ejectment of some 
of my oldest servants from my household was the act 01 the Governor
General, but each and all were impreseed that I had acted harshly in 
believing them to be guilty contrary to the is.ue of a severe criminal 
trial. I had dismissed them, and my act in the estimation of the 
people of Bengal ,had unjustly branded them wi~h a crime. Thus was 
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.the N awab N azim made to occupy a false position by the Act of the 
Government in 1854. . . 

That I had been deeply wronged by the Government I felt convinced 
of; but at the same time I never contemplated the addition of an 
insult to that injulj', as conveyed in the words of the late Secretary of 
State for India, which I have quot~d at the opening of this subject. 

As I desire to bring to Your Grace's notice the various encroach
ments made on my just rights by the Government, in consequence of 
the unjust supposition of my culpability in the atrocious outrage I have 
reviewed, I will, in the first place, notice them categoricaJly, so that 
Your Grace may be enabled to view them in juxta position with the 
erroneous hypothesis on which they were based :-

1. I was summarily deprived, together with my family, (including 
the ladies),.of all immunities and rights, which had been secured to us 
by Treaties, by solemn pledges from successive Governors-General, and 
by no less than four Acts of CounciL 

2. These four Acts were at once annulled. 
3. It was urged that my rights and cla~ were not secured by the 

stipulations of Treaties. • 
4. The Deposit Fund, created by my a.ncestors, the former Nawabs 

Nazim, and punctually contributed to by me alone in the sum of sixty 
lacs of Rupees, was declared to be public money 

5. The Nizamut Deposit Fund was to be arbitrarily converted into a 
Book Debt bearing no interest, in direct. opposition to the terms of the 
Trust. 

6. A system of encroachment was initiated, which the Government 
have since constantly striven to mature, to the extinction of every 
privilege that was at one time mine by virtue of my ra.nk and dignity. 

These, Your Grace, are the consequences of the action taken by the 
Governor-General against me in 1854, and with your permission I will 
notice them 8eriatim in the course of this Memorial, nly last appeal to 
the British Government for redress a.nd justille; and in the meantime 
I pray Your Grace to move that Government, by a just settin/t forth 
of the facts of my case as laid before you, to ca.ncel the harsh imputa
tion conveyed in the words of /the late Secretary of Her Majesty's 
Government for tndia, which I have quoted at the opening of this 
address. 

IlI.-THl!l ABROGATION 011 REGULATIONS OF 1805, 1806, 
.ulD 1823, BY ACt XXVII., OF 1854. 

Your Grace, I beg to state that the abrogation of the Regulations 
above stated haa directly had the effect of depriving me of the civil 
privileges a.nd insignia of rank, "guaranteed by subsisting Treaties 
and long.establishedcustoms," and that the substitution of Act 
XXVII. under the Administration of Lord Dalhousie, if justly and, 
equitably viewed, ca.n be regarded only as a breach of that promise, 
which every Governor-General had repeated to u,pkolrJ, tke interest8, 
dignity, credit. and prescriptive privileges of the Nazims, and all the 
members of their family. 

The three Reg~tions of 1805, 1806, and 1823, ~peo.led by Lore! 
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. DoJhousie, defined the proper fonn in which the N azittis should be 
addressed, and the manner in which they were to sue and to be sued 
in Civil Cases. In conformity with that of 1823 all actions were 
carried on by the Governor General's Agent, upon whom also all 
processes were served. It was in addition provided that .. no security 
.. should be rS'luired of the NapJab on an!! attackmsnt "BUed again" 
"tke Nat/Jab, 0,. against tke .4gimt." Without entering upon a 
discussion of the merits of the question, I will merely sta~ for Your 
Grace's information that all native gentlemen in India consider them
selves lowered In the estimation of the public by being compelled to 
appear before a Court of J us~ce in their own proper persons, whether 
as Plaintiff. or Deftmdants; and indeed such is the feeling in this 
matter, that' inevitable loss will be contemplated, and met with 
perfeet resignation, in preferenC(' to the degradation 80 much dreaded, 
of being forced into Court at some stage of the proceedings in a .nit. 
I mention this only to show the general feeling of the reapectabUJ 
Cla8888 of tke nati"88 of India on the subject, and while I admit myself 
Dot prepared to argue the merits or demerits of a conventionality 
which tolerates such a feeling, I would merely pause to suggest, that 
if such a atate of feeling be shared in by the ordinary reapectabUJ 
Claa888 ~f nativ88, then how great a derogRtion from my rank BB 
Nawab Nazim, mUllt it be in the opinion of my fellow-countrymen 
when I am deprived of the privilege which properly raieed me above 
the level of my menials. I.need not assure Your Grace, that men 
of much inferior rank to myse~ will make any sacrifice, by laying out 
large sums of money, and, in short, be prepared to do anything to 
escape the dreaded downfall of their reputation by having to appear 
in Court, and such being truly the case, how acutely must I, as the 
Nawab Nazim of Bengal feel in this matter, while the feeling of 
bitterness is enhanced by the reflection that the arbitrary measure of 
one Governor-General, framed in entire violation of the promises 
acted up to by all previous Governore-General, and also in opposition 
to measures, .. guaranteed b!l subsisting Treatie. and Iong-88tabluhed 
" Relations" at once, and without just cause, deprived me of the 
privileges secured to me by the three Regulations, which were the 
only Legislative Enactments protective of the dignity attaching to my 
position. Thus in my case, the shame of deprivation of the privilege. 
enjoyed by my anoostore, was added to the original prejudice, which I 
will frankly admit, has ita influence with me, as with every other 
respectable native of India, otherwise I would be despised by all my 
countrymen. . 

According to the provisions of the Enactments of 1805, 1806, and 
1823, it was ruled that all actions should be carried on by the 
Governor-General's Agent. and that all processes sho11ld be served 
upon him. I take the liberty to draw Your Grace's attention here to 
the fact that in 1823, iu the time of my father, it was deemed ex
pedient to provide by legislation for the rank and dignity of the 
Nawab Nazim, but in 1854 the aid of legislation was Bought to 
deprive me of t hose very privileges which over and over again were 
recognized by the Government through a century, and were only 
after 1854 disregarded by the Honourable Court of DirectorB. The 
only boon conferred, as I have before stilted, by the .. bove named 
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enactments, was the substitution of the Agent's nam~ for mine in 
Civil Suits; it, of course, beiug held in view that all liabilities 
should be mine; then surely by taking into consideration the 
peculiar constitution of tbe office of Agent, and the resources 
whence he is paid, together with the incontestable fact that it is his 
duty "to watcla Ot>11f" and protl>ct tM intl1f"e8ts and dignity qf tM 
.. NawaIJ NfJIe;m and to a.wance eM welfare of tMfamu!I," it is not 
difficult to conclude that the boon secured me by the act, with respect 
to the services of the Agent, involved no extraordinary latitude of 
indulgence. I would here a.sk Your Grace to take into consideration 
the constitution of. the office of Agent to the Governor-General, and 
to notice the result of the repeal of the three Regulations. I am now 
subjected to the indignity of being summarily summoned to the 
Courts oCthe pettiest Judicial officers, inen who in the scale of Indian 
society would venture no further of themselves than to stand in my 
presence, and yet in their official position can legitimately issue orders 
and injunctions to me, and compel my attendance in their Courts, 
if I would avoid judgment going by default. Thns, in innumerable 
instances, I have been compelled by the arbitrary force of circum
stances entailed by the repeal of these protective Enactmenta to make 
sacrifices and forego the process of law (which is necessary for the 
defence of unfounded claims and pretentious), and to think myself 
'fortunate if compromises could be effected. All this might have been 
easily provided against by the insertion of a protective clause in the 
Legislative Enactments, and such a mea.sure would have been in per
fect harmony with "ezi8tin.II Treaty rigMs," which have over and 
over again been acknowledged as "Mreditary;" for (and I do not 
seek to draw a wrong inference) if these previous Enactments flowed 
spontaneously from a regard for tM position of tM N awaIJ N aseim, 
and witla a "iew to maintain 'ntact his digni(" which various Treaties 
and 60lemn engagements distinctly prOt>ided for, then the protection 
provided by the Government cannot bllt be held as binding now as it 
wa.s in the time of my father. I therefore appeal with confidence to 
Your Gl"&ce'S sense of justice ~aainst the policy initiated by Lord 
Dalliollsie, and since then cherished and pursued by succeeding 
Governors-General with respect to these rights. It may be urged by 
the Indian Government against my argument, that I can claim 
exemption under the new code from attendance in the Civil Courts; 
but this exemption is a favour granted to innumerable native gentle
men, and ought I a.s Nawab Naseim to descend to the level of men of 
ordinary position, who will try to meet me on terms of equality? 
There is surely something more due to .the Nawab Nazim of Bengal, 
the faithful Ally of the British Government, than to the ordinary 
Zemindar, who presents himself before the N azim with a .. N uzzer " 
in his outstretched hands 1 Even social etiquette requires some 
mark of respect consequent on social position, as perpetuated through 
successive generations, and holding this fact in view, I might 
well pa.use to reBeet on the policy of an Executive Administ,ration 
that would sinlply ignore my social existence, and degrade me in 
the eyes of my countrymen, by forcing me to claim an exemption 
w1aich .. mine by rigM; for however practicable such a step might be 
in II European community, I ne~d not assure Your Grace that in 
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India it is at once incompatible with my rank, which has been 
.. guaranteed" by successive Administrations, dating from the history 
of the British rule in that country. . 

But if the repeal of these Regulations, and the substitution of 
another. has proved i~iurious to myself (in not lowering my status, 
but in forcing me to suff'er pecuniary losse~ in the manner already de. 
scribed). then (holding in view the customs of my country), how in· 
finitely more oppressive has this arbitrary measure proved to the ladies 
of my household. However, that Your Grace may realize the extent 
of this grievance, I will endeavour to shllw Your Grace that it is one 
which, if not provided against, must inevitably lead to the utt.er des
truction in public estimation of that rank which I have inherited. 
Your Grace must be aware that according to the usages of Oriental 
society, the alfording of security from impertinent curiosity to the 
female members of his family, is an obligat~on positively incumbent on 
an Eastern gentleman, but on none ·more so than a person of high 
rank, and an inevitable consequence of a dereliction of this duty is 
simply to expect isolation from social intercourse, or, at least, degrada
tion in the estimation of the community from the status previously oc
pied. Such being the rule of Oriental society, it was wisely provided 
by the three legislative enactments already alluded to, that whenever 
it was necessary to take the evidence of any lady of the Nizamut 
family, three creditable female members of the family conducted the in
quirg and reported ita iaBue, but now, as the case stands, Her Highness 
my mother, or any other lady of rank, such BII my wife or sister, may. 
on the most frivolous pretext, be subjected to examination by Commis
sions, whicn "may be issued to any officer of the Court or other per
son." One of the immediate results of such a state of things is the 
encouragement which is thus given to crafty adventurers to apply for 
commissions to exa.mine the ladies of the Nizamut; and as they know 
that I would be prepared for ahnost an '1 sacrifice rather than permit a 
proceeding that would expose a lady 0 my house to the indignity of 
an examination by a petty officer of the Court. they take advantage of 
circumstances, aud. by working upon my feelings, force me to accept 
their terms, and eff'ect compromises at any cost. 

Thus. Your Grace. feeling that I have been harshly treated without 
any provocation. I cannot but regard the sanction given by the Indian 
Government to the repeal of the Regulafio ... that protected my honO'f' 

. and dignity as a departure from the Treaty obligatio .... and a con
firmation of the nnjust and cruel policy initiated by Lord Dalhousie; 
I therefore. earnestly appeal to Her Majesty'. Government in the fer
vent hope that I may be reinstated in the position I occupied before 
those Regulations were repealed. when the .Agent was formally ;ntM'
posed between the Nawab Nazim and the actual operation of the CifJil 
Oourts, on the grounds set forth in the following letter :-

To H_ PAULIN, ESQ., Attorney to the Honorable Company . 

. Sir, 

.. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
.. the 17th inat., forwarding copy of the Advocate-General'. 
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"opinion regarding the question of the liability of tbeNawab 
.. Nazim to the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court." 

.. 2. In reply, I am desired to transmit for the information of 
"the Advocate·General, copy of a communication which has 
.. heen received on the same subject from the Go\"ernor-General's 
.. Agent at Moorshedabad. and to state as follows :" 

" 3 .. His Honour in Council is decidedly of opinion that the 
•• SUprem8 Court has tlQ right to eurcise juriadiction over the 
"Nawab Nazim of Bengal, and shonld the attempt to move the 
.. Court to adopt this course of proceeding be persisted iu, 
"it is requested that the .Advocale·Genet·al wiu adopt every fleet's

"sary legal means for ,.esiBtin.g it." 
"4. It WIll be obseITedfrom tlu! Treaty,1770, of which a copy 

"is annexed, that His Highness the Nawab has been ,.ecognized 
.. by the British Goven~metlt as an Jndependent Prince. and that 
"the Natiotla~ Faith ill pld,ged,f09" nothing being rop08ed 09" 
"carried into e;cecution derogating from hill Honour.' 

"In order to prevent his being liable to any indignity from 
"subjecting his person, or property. to the process of the Zillah 
"Courts, Regulation 19 of 1825 was passed, pre8cribing certai" 
.. rltleB 'Under which alotle he could 8U6, 09" be sued, in those Courts. 
"With regard to the Supreme Court, the case is very different. 
" As the Government has no power to regulate the proceedings 
"of this Court towards persons acknowledged to come within 
"its jurisdiction, if the liability of the Nazimwere to be admitted, 
.. there is no degree of indignity which might not be inflicted upon 
" him by its ordinary processes, in contraven.tion of the pledged 
" Naticmal Faith. and of the ,.espeet which is obviou.s~y due to the 
.. Representative of our oldest .Ally 011 this side of India." 

"5. Without intending to limit the discretion of the Advo
"cate-General,as tothe groundsof objection which shouldbetakeli 
.. up, His Hononr in Council would wish every possible exertion 
"to be made to establish the Right of the Nawab Nazim. to be 
"e=mpted from tlU! jurisdiction of the Supreme Oourt. hy 
" further information which can be procured from the Govern
"ment Records. here or at Moorshedabad. shall be furnished to 
"you on your requisition and the Vakeel of His Highness the . 
"Nazim, stationed at the Presidency. will likewise be directed 
"to place himself'in communication with you. 

"6. The case of Raja Hurreenauth Rae, referred to by the 
" Advocate-General, does not appear to His Honour in Council 
.. to bear any analogy to the present. Bujtl. Hurreen.amk Rae 
.. was a subject of this Government.from whose gift M deriVdd hill 
"title, while the Nawab Nazim is a Prince, whose Independence 
.. has been 1'6cogniud by a Treaty with 0tIe of his Predtic68S09"8, 

"I have, &c., 
(Signed) .. C. E. TREVELYAN. . 

"Deputy-Secretary to the Government • 
.. Council Chambers. 20th February, 1834." 
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Before concluding this head of my Memorial, I would respectfulll 
ask your Grace to consider the opinion of the Government of India, 
as set forth in the above letter on the following points:-

1. The inability of allY Court of Justice to exercise jurisdiction over 
the Nawab of Bengal. 

2. The obligation of Government to resist any measure that might 
be adopted to enforce the liability of the Nawab N.u:im. 

3. The recognition of the British Government that the N awab N azim. 
is an Independent Prince. 

4. That National Faith has been "pledged to observe inviolably for 
ever" the Treaty of 1770, by which nothing can be proposed or carried 
into execution derogating from the honor of the N awab N azim.. 

5. i'hat Regulation 19, of 1825, was passed by the Government to 
prevent His Highness being liable to any indignity, and certain rules 
were prescribed under which alone he could sue and be sued. 

6. If the liability of the Nazim were to. be admitted, there is no 
dcgree of indignity which might not be·inJlicted upon him in contra
vention of the pledged National Faith, and of the respect due to him, 
as the oldest Ally of the British Government in Eastern India. 

7. The right of the Naw .. b Nazim to be exempted from the jurisdic
tion of the Courts is based on the fact that he did not acquire his title 
as a subject of the British Government, but as a Prince whose inde
pendence was secured by Treaty. 

And now, Your Grace, without further remark on this question, r.er
mit me to lay before Your Grace the next head of my memoria, to 
which I would especially draw attention, as the subject of it appears 
to have been little .understood by any of the Government officers who 
have commented upon it. 

IV.---'rHE NIZAMUT DEPOSIT PUND ARBITRARlLY CO:S-· 

VI!:RTIW INTO .It. BOOK-DEB·r BEARING NO DITElI.EST i AND 

GEN:ERAr. MIS-APPLICATION OJ!' THE FUND TO PURPOSES 

ALTOGETHER l!'OREIGN TO ITs TRUE INTENT, OBJECT, AND 

COSDlTlONS. 

Your Grace will observe that in November, 1853; His Lordship the 
Marquis of Dalhousie addressed a series of proposals to the Court of 
Directors, which were to the effect that there was "no e3!uting Treaty, _ 
" compact or agreement, relative to m!l righta, and conaequentZ" that I 
" had no claim to a1>!f atipend whatetJBf'," and proposed •• that no more 
" of tke capital of tke Depont Fund ahould be inveated, but that 
f. thenceforward it ahould be conaidered a mere book-debt bearing no 
.' interest." 

From the above it is very clear that the Nizamut Fund is a .. debt," 
and from another document (Page 70) it is also very clear that the 
Fund, forming this debt" ia tke unalienable properly of Hia Higkne8", 
family." It is still further evident that the several funds which are 
said to have been amalgamated and formed this .. debt" bore interest 
according to the terms of each respective trust, and from documentary 
evidence <Page 61) it OlIn be proved that the .Agen~'Y Fund was formed 
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from .. tu~ pertaining to the N"1ZIJ"",t, and the adoantoga arVing 
" from the discount on the paper (Goo_ment Securitiea) belonging to 
.. the N"azamu(; VJerf! to be fM:COflnted for to Hill Hig"nas." . Further, 
these Government Securities were" p .... chased on account of the Niza
.. _t, arsd tloe Accounta .. t-General Wtu directed to ha"e these Securities 
.. i .. "atcd tuthepropertyofthe N"azamut" (Pages SO, 82). Fromother 
documents it may be seen that the six lacs of Munnee Begum's Fund 
were to be " imJested ill Public Secvritieafor the btmejit of the N"azamut" 
(page 83). to be held "in deposit in the same manner as the Agency 
" Fund;" and, again. relative to the Nizamnt Deposit Fund it was 
ruled that .. fot .... " accumulati0R8 from the Nizamut Deposit Fund 
fllBre to be mested ill .. Secvritiea of the Rritis" G~ tu the 
.. f .. nda ma!! accrue." (Page 79). 

The Honourable Comt of Directors, although placed in the anoma.
lous position of peraone owing a "debt," and yet d~clared not liable to 
pay either interest or principal, as the term "book·debt" impli~, 
refused to accede to so iniquitous a proceeding as that proposed by 
Lord Dalhousie. But His Lordship seemed determined to carry his 
point a"aainst all opposition, and dis1'egarding the terms of the various 
trusts, setting aside th~ overwhelming documentary evidence which 
anpported the f8ct of these trusts being the actual and real property of 
the Nizamut, invested to bear interest for the benefit of myself and 
mmily, and declining to act up to the mstructions·of his employers, 
who were a Comt of Equity exercising a power beyond that to which 
His Lordship could lay claim, His Lordship ruled that the Nizamut 
Fund was .. a mere book-debt bearing flO 'nterest." 

Thus, Your Grace, has the arbitrary act of one person laid the foun
dation of a system which, if persisted in, would ultimately lead to the 
ruin of every hope, cherished by the Nawabs Nazim of successive 
generations. My ancestors inangurated and fostel'ed this fund with 
the most laudable motives, and for apecia.l purposes, and I myself 
have contribnted to it in the sum of two lacs of rnpees annnally for 
the last.thirty years, irreapectioe of the ... " .. eraus atipersda that ha"" 
b_ absorbed into it arbitrarily, and without regard to my most P1'e8S
ing wants, to which these lapses onght to have been applied; but now, 
after all, to Isbour under the nncertainty as to whether this fund, 
which by right belon~s to me and my family, may be accepted by Her 
Majesty's Government as bemg a "mere book·debt arsd public ma""!/," 
is a clima", I may well shudder at. 

In corroboration of the fact that the Nizamut Fund is neither a 
.. book·debt beari"g 110 interest," nor is it "public malJC!1," but that it 
is as declared to be by the late Secretary of State of Her Majesty's 
Government for India, in the despatch of 17th June, 18640, Para 8, 
"theprt1pCrl!! of the Nizamut." I will, for Your Grace's information, 
quote the.same. 

8. .. It is unnecessary to trace further the history of ~e Fund. . lIB 
.. accumulations, representing as they do the nnappropl?'ated portions 
.. from year to year of the sixteen lacs stipend, ur&questionabl!! belong 
•• to the Nazim arsd "illfamily, arsd "an properl!! be ezJ!ende~ onl!!for 
.. tMw btmejit. But this does not confer npon the N SZllU himself any 
.. right to dispose, or to superintend the disposal of th~. balances. 
II This right belongs to the Government under the conditions upon 
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C< which the Fund WlU! constituted. It was assumed, in the first 
"instance, mainly fo,. the benr:ftt and protection of tloe Nazim and 
"his family, and I am of opinion that it is to the advantage of His 
.. Highness and his family that this system should be maintained. 
"At the same time it would seem to be desirable, and I believe that 
"to some extent it has been the praotice in past timl', for your Govern· 
" ment, through your Agent at Moorshedabad, oocasiona.Jly to con.ult 
'" the Nazim with respect to any extraordinary expenditure from the 
c, Nizamut Fund." 

Your Grace will notice that in the above quotation, not only does 
the Right Honourable gentleman acknowledge the jttBt right of my· 
.elf and my family to the proceed. of the Fund, but he also tacitly 
admits that I .hould be co ... ultea as to the disbur.ement of the Bame; 
and although it is argued that the fact of the Fund being my pro
. perty does not confer upon me "the right to dispose, or to superin
"tend the disposal, of these balances," yet I think Your Grace will 
bear with me, when I observe that this argument is at variance with 
the several arrangements made 'with my ancestors in connexion with 
this Fund. and to a great extent even with the last one of 1834, em
bodied in the suggestions of Captain Thoresby, Agent to the Governor· 
General, forwarded to Mr. (now Sir Charles) Trevelyan, and adopted 
as the final a.rra.ngement for regulating the financial afl8.irs of the 
Niza.mut, particularly in the matter of lapsed stipends, pensions, and 
oth~ savings. Attached to Captain Thoresby's letter is the fol
lowing:-

.. The form in which the Nizamut accounts are rendered through 
" the Agent to the Government being unsatisfactory and productive 
" of no good, and the present Nizamut system causing considerable 
" inconvenience, a new arrangement, agreeably to the term of the fol
C< lowing paragraphs, has been devised with the full cOllcurrence of the 
c, N(JIWab Nazim, Humayoon Jah, by the advice of the Agent of the 
" Governor-General, and is approved and sanctioned by His Excel
" leney. the Right Honourable the Governor-General In Council to 
" have effect' from the commencement of the Bengal yea1", 1241, after 
" the aettlement of all former accounts, when a brief abstract of the 
"Nizamut expenditure. according to a form approIJed bg the Nazim 
co and .Agent. will be furnished generally for the information of Go
.. vernment in lieu of detailed accounts. 

I. "All customary perquisites, comprehended under the names 
co Ma.moolat, Zumistani, &c., granted to the Ukrooba, besides their re
e< speL-tive 'pensions, shall be commuted to cash payments from the 
e< beginning of the above year; and after the dece ... e of the receiver. 
" of the compensation allowances, if there are no heirs entitled to sue
" ceed to it, the relJfwsio" .hall be to the Nizamut TreaBl1If'!J." 

II. "The stipendiary accounts shall be kept distinct from all others, 
" and the monies on account of pensions shall be deposited in a sep ... 
e< rate chest appropriated to that purpose. The Khazanchee, or Daro
e< gah. appointed to the charge of it, and to make the disbursements 
e< and keep the accounts, shall be answerable 10 IItt Age.' lU wtll a. to 
.. lite Nawa6 N""im for the correctness of his issues and the existence 
" of the balance. 

IlL "It is eamestly recommended to Hi, Highl1e8' to introduce B 
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" more simple and elI'ective mode of keeping the Nizamut accounts, 
" and to make such arrangements as may ensure the final settlement 
.. of the current expenses of the proceeding month in tlle course of 
" the following IQonth, including the salaries and wages of every de
" .cription oj servants, so that· there may be no debts D;tcurred, and 
"no dissatisfaction occasioned in consequence; such regularity will 
•• tend to the security of His Highness's interests as well 88 elISe and 
" comfort. 

IV. "Such rednctions and modifications of the dilI'erent esta-
01 blishments m the N lzamut as shall be thought denrable and 
"proper by the Nawab Nazim, either at the present time or kere-
10 after, shall be e:cecutetl by him, and with regard to the 8alaries 
01 oj his servants and the entertaining or discharging of them, he is 
" at· liberty to act as he pleases without any interference. 

V. "Pension. which have been, or may hereafter be assigned to ser
IO vants or dependents, shall revert to the Nizamut Treasut"!J as 
" casualties occur, and _hall, with other savings ejfected by retrench
.. ment., be at the entire difjJosat of His Highness, providing that no 
.. just due. or debt. remain unsatisfied. 

VL "The intent of the foregoing arrangement is, that by.the intro
" duction of method and order into the aJlairs of the Nizamut, which 
" shall provide for the full efficiency of all departments, and prevent • 
" the recurrence of pecuniary embarrassments and debts, His High-
.. ness the Nawab Nazim may enjoy lin increase oj ease and hruppi-
" Ma8." 

The next point for Your Grace to consider is whether Her Majesty's 
Government will recognize the obligation to pay me the interest on the 
"debt." In the first place I would beg to bring to Your Grace's notice 
the fact that there is ample documentary evidence to prove that one of 
the conditions of the trusts was, each one .hould bear interest in Public 
Securities; also that these trusts did for a long COMS" oj time (up to 
1854) bear interest; and, lastly. that the Government undertook, as 
Trustees ofthe"Funds to put out the money in the best possiblewayfor the 
benefit oj those ooncerned. I leave Your Grace to decide how far these 
conditions have been fulfilled, and whether justice has been done to 
myself or my family; for surely we are entitled to some explanation 
in respect of the mutual relations and obligations that existed between 
the Government of the Honorable Company and the Nizamut with re
gard to these Funds, and the benefits accruing to us therefrom! 

I have already drawn Your Grace's attsntion, in the first and second 
heads of this .Memorial, to one instance of unjust curtailment of our here
ditary stipend, by the reduction of the Treaty allowance oj His Higlvne, •. 
Nawab Nazim Moobar'!lc1c-uZ'])owZah daring his minority, under a pro-
mise (from Mr. Warren Hastings), that the allowance would be restored 
to the full amount on his coming of age; but this never having been 
done, naturally led to disappointment, and was the origin of those 
serious embarrassments that led Lord WeUesley, in 1802, to appoint 
a Special Oommission to inquire. into the financial dijJicultieo oj the 
Nizamut. 

This Committee, acting in concert with His Highness Nawab 
Nazim Bubber Jung. and Her Highness Munnee Begum, suggested 
that .on the death of Her Highness Munnee Begum, her annual 
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stipend of Sicca Rupees 1,44,000, should be appropriated annually 
towards "the payment of the Nizamut Dehts, building expe""es, 
Co mfllN'iage portioM, and other .u~h purposes for which th. Got'ern
c' ment had hitherto tl.'lde advances." (Page 48) Had this arrangement 
not been entered into, the reversion of Her Higlmess Munnee Begum'. 
allowance would have been to Hi8 Highne.8 the Nawab Nazim, 80 that 
in point of fact, it was from the persouo.l allowance of Hia Highness 
that this Fund was crcated. 

Her Highness Nawab Munnee Begum died in January, 1813, and 
a sum of two lac. oj rupee., oj Her Highne.s'. private property, ,oa, 
at once set apart towards this Fund (Page 62). It i. needless for me to 
add that His Highness the Nawab Nazim being tke heir-at-law to tke 
per.onal property oj Her Hi[jknes" tke.e two lac. were de facto Hi8 
Highnes.'s property. 

In 1816, the aCcWmulatioM of Munnee Begum's allowance had 
amounted to five lacs, and to this sum was added the two lac. of 
Munnee Begum'S private property referred to above, and thus was 
formed the fir.t NizfJA1l,ut Fund. This, according to the suggestion of 
Mr. Edmonstone, a Member of the Council in India, who had been 
appointed to examine into the financiol diffi('ulties of the Nizamut, 
aud at the instance of Mr. Monckton, Persian Secretary to the 
Governor-General, was set apart to defray the expenses (in Mr. 
Edmonstone'. own words) of "a spedal officer of high rank and 
'c peculiar qualification., who should be able to give his whole time 
" and attention to tke Nizamut Affairs." Thia ollicer was designated 
Agent to the Governor-General, and hence the I. und set apart for hi. 
support was styled the Agency .Fund (Page 53). 

Your Grace may readily believe, that on thia Fund, which was ori
ginally established ,I> II ,. ... "ree I. meel Ih. conlingenl r.rT'enB" of Ih. 
Nizllmul, being subsequently proposed 10 be diu'Tled 10 II difi ... nl p"'po.e 
-one altogether foreign to everything contemplated by the Committee 
of 1802-His Highne.s' mind was filled with justifiable apprehension, 
and as before observed, it was not till Mr. Monckton was sent by the 
Governor-General, that his Highness, through a misconception of the 
oui!iect, waa prevailed "pon to acquie.ce in tk_ arrangemenls. 

The Agency Fund was thus estahlished for the purpose of paying 
the Agent Governor-General, the Agency Office, &c., and my grand
father's consent to its establishment, though given with much reluctance, 
Was at length secured. The Extracts f .. om Public letterl bearing on 
the history and nature of this fund (Page 52 to 72), will throw 
more li!(ht on thia subject than any remarks I might wiah to make: 

The Court of Directors having ordered the reduction of the allow
ance paid to the Agent, on the representation of Lord Dalhousie, this 
order was carried into effect on the appointment of the late Colonel 
Thomson to the Office (If Agent Governor-Genero.l in 1862, without my 
knowledge, BUd was, perhaps, intended to be viewed as aD economico.l 
meosurs-but unfortunately about the same time a 8ubordinate ap
pointment of Dewan Nizamut was created, much to my humiliation, 
B8 will hereafter be shown, BUd this officer, whose duties (as defined by 
the Government of India) were to act under the orders of the Agent 
Governor-General, yet draws a larger income with less responsibility 
than hia superior officer! I would ask Your Grace if this ia just either 
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to me or to the Agent Governor-General P If the Nizamut Deposit 
Fund could not bear the payment of Re. 3,000 per mensem to the 
Agent, how dees it meet the extra demand of Re. 2,133.5·4 per mensem 
for the subordinate who thus draws now Re. 133·5·4 per mensem more 
than his superior officer P 

Ere I close my remarks on tkis plWtio .. of tke Nizamut Furad, I 
would beg leave to draw Your Grace's attention to the following quo
tations which matenally bear OD the subject. Mr. Monckton, who was 
made to playa prominent part in the above transaction. thus expressed 
himself when writing to His Highness on the subject. in a semi·official 
manner: .. tMs furad will fIOt be liable, .. rader a .. y challge of circumstances • 
.. to be diverted to purposes foreig,. to tke i,.terests of tke House of 
co JajJi,. AU Kha ..... and the Governor·General assured His Highness 
that" tkis F .... d is, alld will be considered arad recog .. ized as tke i .. -
.. ali81lable property of His Higkn88s' family over a .. d above tke SW
C'tee,. Lacs assignedflW its SUPPlWt" (Page 70). Now. 'as a concluding 
remark on this .&gencg Furad. I may observe to Your Grace, that Com
pany's Papers (Government Securities) were purchased with the money 
realised. and of course these securities bore interest from which 
the expenses of the Agency were defrayed; and, that the Nawab 
Nazim should be made acquainted with the accounts under this head is 
clearly shown from the following quotation which lays this point down 
as one of the absolute coraditio ... of tke trust. In this the Governor
General himself proposed with regard to the formation of the Agency 
Fund that the .. Fu .. d sko .. ld be i,..,ested i .. GOVB'l'nm81lt Paper, aM 
co tkat tke advantage arisingfrom tke discou .. t 0 .. tke Paper will belo,,!! 
.. to tke Nizam .. t, arad is to be acco .. ..tedflW to H'18 Higkness." (page 
61). 

I would now beg to draw Your Grace's attention to the second of 
the Funds which on being amalgamated came to be called the Nizamul 
.. Deposit Fund." 

This Fund Consisted of the accumulation in the Collector's Treasury 
of Munnee Begum's allowances, and in 1823 these accumulations 
amounting to Six Lacs fonned a separate and dutinrf; F"nd. the esta
blishment of which I will endeavour to explain for Your Grace's 
information. . . 

In 1817, as before stated, the accumulation or Munnee Begum's 
allowance of Sicca Rupees 1.44,000 had amounted toftve lacs to which 
were added two lacs of her private property, and thus was formed the 
.. Agencg Furad." From July, 1817, to May, 1823, or thereabouts, fur
ther sums acoumulated amounting to si:r: lacs, and tkis SIoIm was tkeTO 
/Jet apart flW tke original p .. rpOS88 of tke former acc ....... latioflS of 
seve .. lacs, wkich had b_ diverted for the support of the office of 
Agent Governor-General, and thus was instituted the seco .. d of the 
Trusts under consideration. The object and oonditions of this Fund 
are so intimately allied with the third of these separate Truste. and 
in fact as the" M .. n .... Beg ..... ·/r Furad of si:r: lacs" very shortly after 
merged into another, owing to the anriu..J accumulations of the 1,44,000 
rupees, I find it necessary, after having explained how it came to be 
instituted, to ask Your Grace to consider it along with the last of the 
Trusts styled the" Nizamut Deposit Furad." 

The accumulations of the Munnee Begum's allowance (out of thl! 
y 
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Nizamut stipend of sixteen lacs) having amounted (between 1817 and 
1823) to six lacs, as before observed, this sum was formed into a Fund, 
called the Hunnee Begum's Fund, which was intended to meet the 
debts qf His Highness' building e:rpenses, marriage portions, <tc.; but 
then arose the question, what should be done with the future a.ccumu
la.tions of Munnee Begum's allowance P The Government of India, 
being fully sensible (from experience) that the reduction of the Niza
mut stipend from Rs. 31,81,991-9 to Re. 16,00,000-0 was in itself a per
ma.nent source of pecuniary embarrassment to the Nawabs Nazimand 
holding in view that the la.rge family of the then reigning N awab would 
eventually have to be supported by additional grants from the public 
revenues, (since in 1786 the Honorable Court qf Directors,jeeling them
selves bound to provide for the expenses of the Niza ..... t had ordered 
"an immediate fWgmentation qf His Highness Hoobaruck·ul-Dowlah's 
" stipend," wJuich however was not attended to hy the Governor- General), 
at once proposed that all future accumulations of the Munnee Begum'S 
allowance should annually be absorbed into another Fund to meet tIle 
various liabilities qf His Highness. To this Fund His Highness was 
required to contribute the sum of 56,000 rupees annually to be 1'180 

deducted from his stipend by the Collector of the Governmen t 
Treasury, and in this manner was' formed the "Nizamut -Deposit 
Fund" qf two lacs OhII1&'Ually which was the last qf the Funds, all of 
which in a general way for convenience are spoken of as " The Nizamut 
" Deposit Fund." 

I would now beg to draw Your Grace's attention to the following 
quotations which will enable Your Grace to perceive the accuracy of 
my observations with respect to the two last mentioned Funds. On 
the 2nd May, 1823, the Governor-Genera.! in Council made the follow
ing minute: "It is by no means the desire of the Government to in
" crease indefinitel1l the appropriations for the benefit qf the Deposit 
"Fund. Their net amou,nt 8eems at present to exceed two laos of 
" rupees, after allowing for all the augmentations and appropriations 
"sanctioned. This is one-eighth of the entire Nizamut stipend, and 
" ,the Governor- General in Council would not wish to ma ke it larger ; 
" at the same time he conceives it would be unadvisable ever to reduce 
". the Fund below one lac and a half, or at any rate to trench on the 
" amount of Munnee Begum's stipend which has for 80 long a time i 
"been set apart for this purpose. In consideration of the British' 
" Government witlul;rawing from the interference IIOW exercised in 
"anditing the accounts qf His Highness, the Governor-Genera.! in 
.. Council thinks it will be necessary Bnd not too much to expect, that 

. "His Highness should consent to allow the above sum qf two lacs qf 
" rupee, to aCCUm'Ulate in the Collector' 8 Treasury The British 
" Government will in that case tmderlake the pagment in future from 
" that Fund qf all chargea fOt" new buildings or other expenses legiti
.. matel1l olaimable from it; and jwrther will reUllquish all desire to 
" increase the Fund pledgillg itaelf Oil the lapse of any future stipend to 
"consider the suggestion of His Highne8s as to ita allotment, and 
" except under certain circumstances (which may demand a different 
" appropriation) to a8sign the whole for the benefit of the family and 
"its dependenta." (Page 85) 

His Highness acquiesced in the above arrangement and the Honor-
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able Court of Directors rati6ed it in the following unmistakeable 
words: "The Deposit Fund shall consist of two lacs ofrupees annually, 
" whereof the Munnee Begum's stipend of 144,000 rupees. is intended 
" to form a part and the remainder, 56,000 rupees, is to be made up by 
"the Nazim's depositing that sum ann:ually in the 'Collector's Trea
" eury." 

Your Grace will readily perceive that the Nizamut Deposit Fund 
was on no account to exceed two lacs a year, that this anOllal con
tribution was to consist of Mwnnee Begum's stipend plus 56,000 ""pees, 
to be deposited by His Highness, and that the British Government 
undertook to pay from the Fund so instituted "all charges for build
ings or other expenses legitimately claimable from it;" yet when the 
new palace was erected, the cost of the furniture for it, amounting to 
about seven lacs of rupees, was charged against my stipend during my 
minority, although Mr. Dale, Agent Governor-General, in Para. 13, of 
a letter to Mr. Sterling, Persian Secretary to Government, dated 25th' 
January, 1830, stated as a reason for not reducing the Nizamut Deposit 
Fund, the necessity of providing funds for this object. 

I will now ask Your Grace to decide from 'the following extract' 
whether the fund so created bears interest or not P The extract is 
from a letter addressed by His Lordship to His Highness in connexion 
with the above minute, and reads thus :-

"With regard to the future accumulalion. on aocou," of the IJe
" po.it Fund, I propose that they should be kept wholly in the Col
.. lector's Treaty, and invested in .ecurilie. of the British GO"t'I ... ment 
.. a" lhe fund. may accrue. The present amount, which approaches to 
" near three lacs oj rupee. per annum, which, however, had only nomi
.. nally lapsed, and nominaJlyaccumulated seems unnecessarity large;" 
t, on which aecount, should you agree 10 allow the accumulation. 10 
,. I,roceed in the Collector's Treasury, I propose 10 limil, the amount to 
.. two lacs, leaving you the remainder, with full li6.rly to app70priale, 
.. any e:rce88, to p"rp08 •• connected with tlie ."Iendou .. and cr.dit of your 
" e:ralted stalion." (page 79) 

It is very evident from the words of His Lordship, that this Deposit 
Fund would be "invested in seCtWities of the British GOlJernment" a6 
the funds accrued, thus constituting the British Government Trustees 
of the same, and guaranteeing that if the accumulation were aJlowed 
to proceed in the Collector's Treasury, the Nawab Nazim had full 
liberty to appropriate atVfI excess (i.e., interest) OlJer the two lacs for 
a,,!/ purpose "connected with the splendour and eredit of his exalted 
station;" yet his Lordship the Marquis of Dalhousie, in another letter 
asserts that the N awab N azim had .. no claim" on tke IJepont Fund, 
and suggests the possibility of its being regarded as "a mere book 
debt bearing no interest." It is for Your Grace to declare whichever 
course Her Majesty's Government considers honorable and right, and 
to accord me such justice as the merits of my case deserve. 

Before leaving the subject of these two Funds, I deem it right to ob
serve that they enjoyed a nominally distinct character only, anli that, 
too,for a very short time: thus, the amount required for the support 
of the office of Agent Governor-General was considerably in excess of 
the interest derived from the capital invested for that purpose, 80 that 
the Munnee Begum's fund had to be drawn upon to supply the de6cit, 

y 2 
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and in this and similar ways the Funds very soon lost their indivi
duality, and became blended into a common Fund. 

After the lapse of so many years, it would be a difficult task to en
quire into the state of these Funds i .. their distinct characters. I 
would, therefore, solicit Your Grace's consideration of them collecti1lely, 
'as jormi .. g OM general Nizamut Fu.n.d, and I leave it to the just and 
wise judgment of Her Majesty'S Government to decide whether I have 
any claim or not to the ac"""""latioM or, interest arising jrom tllo.e 
Fund., since the co .. ditiOM and practice that were acknowledged prior 
to the ruling of 1854 point out a solution of the question, and Your 
Grace will, I trust, accept the same as being in perfect harmony with 
the Exalted Character and Acts of the British Government towards 
their Allies and Tributary Princes in India. 

I have now to ask,Your Grace to enter with me upon the history of 
another Fund, which was forced into existence in 1836 by a lamentable 
misconception of the nature and terms of the Nizamut Fund, and was 
styled officially the" Lapsed Stip...d Fund;" and I will endeavour to 
show Ycmr Grace how unjust to myself has been the creation of this 
Fund; how it has been swelled to enormous proportums, while I have 
bee .. reduced at times to the utmoat .. ecessity; how every fraction ab
sorbed under the pretext of lapses ought to revert to me, and how 
difficult (nay, impossible) I find it to provide, as becomes their rank, 
for the wants of the large family God has blessed me with. so long as 
this Fund is allowed to swallow up every stipend of my Akroba that 
la.£ses. 

I must, in the first place, ask Your Grace to accompany me so far 
back in the history of my affairs as 1836. In that year was framed a 
minute on Nizamut affairs by Mr. Secretary (now Sir Charles) 
Trevelyan, and the subsequent proceedings of the Government, based 
on that minute, are those which have well nigh drained me of every 
resource I could fall back upon. The minute itself was based upon 
entirely erroneous premises, and. consequently, the Government, by 
simply taking this minute for their guide, have inadvertently been led 
in,to dealing harshly with me. To illustrate the errors in this minute, 
I would observe that at the outset it asserts that .. the Deposit Fund, 
.. generally called the Nizamut Deposit Fu.n.d, consists oj .aving. by 
" lapses i .. a Fund oj about seven lac" appropriated to the Nawab 
.. Nazim'. relatives," whereM it merely consisted, as concisely ex
pressed by the' Honourable Court of Directors, "oj two lac8 oj rupees 
.. aMW,ally, wkereojthe MUIlMe Begum'lI stipend oj 1,44,000 rupees 
" was ' to jorm a pari, and the remainder, 56,000 rupees,' was' to b. 
"made up by the Nazim, depositing that BUm annually in.. the 
" Collector's Treaaury.'" 

Thus, as the minute alluded to is altogether at variance with the 
proceedings of the Government in 1823, and is unsupported by any 
authority up to the date of its origin in 1336, the only rational in
ference that can be drawn is that the writer based his views on a 
misconception of the whole question. 

Another point in the minute to which I would draw Your Grace', 
attention is that" the lapses jrom penno ... which already amou .. t to 
" 62,640 rupees, will jorm the jouftdatio", oj another Deposit Fund, 
" which will receive continual ac(!e.sio .. jr611> the decea8e oj dijfere .. t 
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"stipendiaries, <to," and this, when contrasted wit.h the minute of 
the Governor-General in Council, dated 2nd May, 1823, shows 
plainly that the writer must have been unacquailtted with the 
subject in hand, and thus unwittingly misled the Government, who have 
ever since acted upon the minute, to my disadvantage and serious 

. loss . 
.And now permit me to lead Your Grace into a general inquiry on 

the subject of this uml.ecessary" Lapsed Stipend Pund." The Nawab 
Nazim had, as we have seen, made ample provision for ,all contingent 
expenditu~e by setting aside two lacs of rupees annuo.lly from hi. 
income above what had been invested for the support of the Agency, 
and the six lacs co.lled the Munnee Begum's Fund. His Highness 
therefore relied on the pledge of the British Government that his 
income would no longer be interfered with, and that he would now 
be allowed to remain in undisturbed enjoyment of o.ll those pecuniMy 
riOMs that were his by virtue of his being the kead of the family. 
It is also just to suppose that the Government in creating the 
•• Nizamut Deposit Fund" had sufficiently relieved itself of the 
burden of meeting the increasing wants and demands of the Nizomut 
family; wheftce then, it may reasonably be inquired, arose tkd Mces
sit;1/ fO'l' trenching on tke Nawab's income f..,.ther, by resuming lapses 
of stipends to the fO'l'mation of another fund ? 

The Agreement of 1834 precluded any such arrangement, and yet 
without just regard to what was the personal and private property 
of His Highness a new Fund wasfO'l'med to absorb all lapses. 

The Governor-General's Agent having become the bursar under the 
Agreement of 1834 of the stipends given by His' Highness to his 
relatives, the oppO'l'tunity wasfwrnisked for establishing a new system, 
and lapses instead of at once being made over to His F'f}kneS8, were 
allowed to accumulate in tke OollectO'l"s Treaswry, and when they 
had attained a high figure, were carried to the credit of. a new Fund, 
to tke creation of which His Highness never gave his consent as he 
had done when former arrangements of this nature were entered into, 
under assurances that they would tend to relieve His Highness of his
debts, and ensure him .. an increase of ease and happiness." 

Another fact to which I would beg to draw Your Grace's attention 
is, that these matters were set on foot in 1836, and, if I am not in 
error, did not begin to operate till the following year, a little while 
before my father's death, when I was but a child eight years of age, 
and wholly unable to protect my rights. Then followed &, period of 
minority that permitted the resumptive process of curtailing the 
income of my office to proceed without let or hindrance, and by thll 
time I arrived at man's estate, a proceeding that was clearly based on 
erroneous conceptions was acting vigorously. During my minority, 
the Agent withdrew the 'whole of tho stipends, and those whioh 
lapsed,remained undrawn in the Collector's 'freasury instead of b~ing 
paid over to the Nizamut Treasury. This might not ha¥e been the 
case had I been of age, as I could have drawn the lapsed stipends 
myself in accordance wit.h Captain Thoresby's agreement. . 

On the death of my grand-annt, Buboo Begum,· I was depl'ived of 
her stipend. and Mamoolats, which ou~ht to have revel-ted to me, not 
only 118 Nuzim, but as her sole heu·-at-hw .. Moreover, the·HonoUl·ll.blQ 



326 

Court of Directors had ordered that during my minority all ''''';ngs 
from my income 8luntld be i""e8ted for my benefit, yet though t,he 
lapsed stipends came under that head, they were suffered to lie idle; 
and not only so, but were, I believe, written off as a credit to the 
Deposit Fund. Thus, Your Grace, a misappropriation which arose 
from an oversight of tke Agent GoveNUJr- General during my minority, 
W/UI turned by Lo,.d Dalhousie into a .... le which has evcr sinoo de
prived me of those pecuniary advantages, which 1 trust Her Majesty's 
Government will find to be my just claim. 

I will now ask Your Grace to enter with me upon the considel·at.ion 
of the next head of my Memorial. 

V.-THE UNJUST AND HARSH TRKATMENT I EXPERIE:lCfD 

FROM THE INDIAN GOVKI(NMENT DURING 'l'HE LATrl'!R 

PERIOn OF 'raE ADMINISTRATION or LORD CAl'iNI:SG ASD 

THE SPECIFIC LOSSJ(S AND DEP}UVATJONS I HAVE SCF

FKRED IS CONSEQUENCE. 

His Lordship assumed the duties of Governor-General on the 26th 
February, 1856, and on the 11th March of the same year addressed 
me a letter, which I have already quoted under the first head of this 
Memorial. Soliciting a reperusal of that letter, I will proooed to state, 
Your Grace, that it bears on the face of it most clear and distinct 
testimony of His Lordship'S views regarding the hereditary nature of 
my rank,.and of the guarantee given to my prescriptive privileges by 
the stipulations of subsistmg treaties; and Mr. Edmonstone, while 
Foreign Secretary to the Government of India, in writing to Colonel 
MaCkenzie, Agent Governor-General, on the 8th of January, 1859, 
remarked ae follows in respect to my righte, that he had "long 
.. ago laid the narrative before the Governor-General" (Lord Canning), 
and .. urged him to have the details tested by thorough examination," 
and" that Lord Canning seemed to acquiesce in the proposaL" Mr. 
Edmonstone proceeds to say, .. the whole subject (of my righte and 
" conduct) has been more than once under the consideration of the 
"Governor-General, and h88 also been discussed with me .... often; 
" but no fina.1 decision has been recorded, a.1though I believe the 
.. Governor-General h .... made up his mind on the matter. I am not, 
.. of course, at liberty to inform you of the opinion the Governor
" General appears to me to have formed; but Lmay say, confiden
., tiaJ.ly, that it is not nnfavourable. I wish you well in your ende ... 
"vours to right His Highness, and have little doubt that you will 
" succeed in some measU1'6." It is very evident that His Lordship 
based his opinions and views. ae expressed in his letter to me, on 
the actuaJ. terms of the treaties with my ancest.ors, and on a strict 
sense of my just rights witbout permitting himself to be biased by the 
views of his predecessor. This is further evident from the circum
stance of His Lor&hip having shown a disposition to restore to me 
the exercise of those prescriptive rights which his predecessor had 
deprived me of. I aJ.lude to the restoration of my saJ.ute to its full 
eomplement 0{ nineteen guns, which His Lordship's predecessor had 
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reduced to thirteen; and I may here mention, your Grace, that my 
saJ.\lte is one of the few privileges left me, and, in fact, under pre-

, sent circumstances, constitutes the principal insignia of my rank. 
Yet His Lordship did not hesitate in 1862 to endorse the arbitrary 
views of his predecessor expressed in the Despatch of ]j{ovember, 
1854. Holding in view the two documents, His Lordship's poli
tical letter, of the 11th of March, 1856, to my address, and His 
Lordship'S minute of the 14th January, 1862, there certainly appears so 
great a contradiction as to give room for inquiry, and the inference 
is that there must have been some aggravating cause which led His 
Lordship to alter his views. This brings me, Your Grace, to a point 
of my Memorial that I would much rather have avoided; but as it is 
a subject which forms one of the links in the narrative of my recent 
relations with the Indian Government, and which has proved up to 
the present time the great stumbling-block to the assured prosperous 
administration of my aJI'airs, I have no alternative but to stifle my 
feelings and recur to it, however unpleasant it may be to me to do so. 
On the 14th of May, 1861, a verbal message from my Dewan was 
brought to me by one of the eunuchs, to the effect that the Agent 
Governor-General with some of his friends i,ntended visiting the 
palace. I was living at the time with my family at Hoomayooll 
Munzil, one of my garden houses, which is nearly three miles from 
the palace, and as I had been unwell on the day previous I was 
obliged to take medicine, and when the messenger arrived I was suffer
ing with such a severe head-ache that I felt too poorly to venture out, 
more especially in the sun, which in the month of May is so trying in 
India, that few people will expose themselves to it between the hours 
of 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. 

NothiDg would have given me greater pleasure than to have met the 
Agent and his friends, who Bpent the day in the Palace, and partopk of 
the usual hospitality which was provided by my orders for them; but 
as I was quite unable to be present myself, I sent a message to this 
effect by one of my principal servants, Nawab Nazir Darab Ali Khan, 
and I do not think, Your Grace, that there was any impropriety in my 
having so done, considering I myself had ouly received a verbal message, 
and that not direct from the Agent. Yet this trifling incident was 
magnified by the Agent into an appearance of disrespect to the Repre
sentative, of His Excellency the Viceroy; and although on hearing 
that he had taken umbrage, I at once wrote to him on the subject, and 
made an apology for my unavoidable absence, which he afterwards 
accepted, he reported the matter to Government, and under the impres
sion that I had been guilty of discourtesy towards the Representative 
of His Excellency the Viceroy, this opportunity was taken for lowering 
my Political status. , 

At the time, I could not understand the Agent's object in reporting 
the mo.tter to the Government--aB he had always shown the greatest 
consideration for me and my family by supporting our dignity and rank 
(as shown by the correspondenoe (page 211 to 237), and, as a. 
friend, even going beyond his official duty as set forth in a letter to ' 
the Nawab Nazim from the Marquis of Hastings, dated 5th July. 
1817; but now that a considerable period has elapsed lIines the. 
unfortunate misunderstanding occurred, ILnd I have had an oppor-
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tunity of reviewing all the collateral circumst!lnces and correspondenee. 
, I am led to believe that the Agent acted ILS he did for the purpose of 
forcing me to reinstate (his friend) my Dewan (Raja Prosono N aruin 
Deb) whom I had summarily dismissed on account of hie bad behaviour 
towards me. I considered, Your GrlWe, that I had a right to diemi •• 
this person.under the provisions of the Fourth Article of the Agreement 
of 1834, which gave the NazlID exclusive power over his servants, and 
ILS the Dewan WILS a servant of mine whose .ala1'!J was paid by "'" out 
of my 0"'11 peraollal .tipe"'" over which the Government did 1I0t claim 
allY control, I cannot see that my conduct was '!fficially reprehensible, 
or that the Agent WILS justified in interfering in the matter; for surely 
a mlL8ter has a right to dismiss a servant who has provoked his dis
plelLSure, without referring to a third party. Yet the Government of 
India, guided by the remarks of the Agent, (although it tlWitly admit
ted its sense of displeasure at his interference by withdrawing him from 
his appointment, and putting him in another on a much lower salary), 
opposed my wishes and reinstated the Dewan by recognizing him as its 
own servant, and paying his sa!ary out of the Deposit Fund, which was 
created for vastly dill'erent purposes, and is still being supported by 
me. Thus it may be said that I have virtually paid this ollieer, since 
his reappointment by Government eight years ago, upwards of two h.ca 
of rupees, irrespective of the interest that would have accrued upon 
that sum if it had be~n invested in Government securities according to 
the terms under which the Deposit Fund was formed, and yet, Your 
Grace, objections have been raised on almost every occasion on which 
I have solicited grants from the Deposit Fund for my own use or for 
the benefit of my family! 

I must now respectfully ask Your Grace to consider the justice of 
the action taken by the Government of India in the above matters, and 
also the uncalled for assertion that I had intentionally offered an insult 
to the Agent Governor.General, and had thereby ipcurred the die
pleasure of the Government. 

Your Grace, surely there was nothing in my behaviour on the 
occasion of the Agent's visit to the Palace, that could be construed 
into an insult to him even as a private gentleman, much less ILS the 
Representative of His Excellency the Viceroy! I received a verbal 
message, and sent back a verbal reply. I was not ILSked to meet the 
Agent in his official capacity, even had I been well enough to do so, 
and as he did not visit the Palace on business but merely to Ahow hia 
friends throngh the building, I cannot see that m.1J presence wtU 
fleCes.a"!l, either in my private or public position. Why, then, I may 
well ask was the matter taken up on Political grounds, as an insult to 
the Governor-General? (Page 240) 

Yet, Your Grace, such was the apparently alight foundation on 
which His Excellency (the late) Lord Canning based the minute of 
14th January, 1862 (Page 269), which was to a certain extent concurred 
in by the late Secretary of State for India in Despatch No. 30, of 17th 
June, 1864 (Page 279), and which, when contrastedwith His Lordship'. 
letter of 11th March, 1856, (page 194) clearly indicates the bias under 
which His Lordship changed his viewl with regard to my rights aa 
eecured by subsisting Treatiel. 

I wodld here beg to observe, Your Grace, that the subsequent harsh 
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measures of His Excellency's Government against the just and proper 
recognition of my Political status and prescriptive privileges, evidently 
emanated from His Excellency's determination to support the authority 
of the Agent Governor-General, who had pledged himself and the 
Government to recognize no other individual as Dewan Nizamut but 
my dismissed servant. However, the Government, by removing the 
Agent, expressed its .displeasure at the action he had taken in espous
ing the oause of one of my servants in opposition to my wishes, which 
it probably looked upon as a Political error on his part; for during the 
lifetime of Nawab Mobaruck-ul-Dowlah, the Dewan was summarily 
dismissed without the Government questioning the Nawab's right 
to act without its consent (Page 42), and, even in my own time, a 
former· Dewan was dismissed by me under almost similar circwn
stances, and with the entire approbation of the Agent,' without' a 
reference to Government. My dismissing my ·Dewa.n., therefore, in 
1861, was not without precedent, nor did I think it imperative to con
sult the Agent, since in the Fourth Article of the Agreement of 1834, 
which I beg to quote for Your Grace's information it is clearly stated: 

"Such reductions and modifications of the diJl'erent establishments 
" in the Nizamut as shall be thought desirable and proper by the N awab 
" N azim, either at the present time, or hereafter, shall be executed by 
" hIm, and with regard to the salaries of. his (servants, and the enter
"taining and discharging them, he is at liberty to act as he pleases 
" without any interference." . 

I will now proceed to lay before Your Grace the specific losses and 
deprivations I have suffered by the proceedings of the Government in 
1862, consequent on the above-mentioned occurrences. The manage
ment and disbursement of certain allowances had up to that period 
formed one of my prescriptive privileges, and this was summarily with
drawn from lIle and made over to the Dewo.n Nizamut-then no longer 
my servant-as one of his functions. This I cannot but regard as one . 
of my most crying grievances, andloU will perceive, Your Grace, in 
the course of the following notice 0 these allowances, that with their 

. withdrawal from my control I at once ceased to have any influence 
among the members of my family. Nor is this all, I feel my dignity . 
assaiJed when I see these trifling privileges, without any just cause, 
taken from me and delegated to one who before had been my servant. 
Surely some consideration might have been shown in the matter, and 
out of respect to my feelings some duly qualified Government official 
might have been appointed, subject to my approval, and at a much 
lower stipend, to perform the duties required, instead of subjecting me 
to the insult of having my affairs ruled over by a person who gained 
his position (as the following letters will shew) during his connenon 
with me as my servant. 

A. "I have the honor to acquaint you, for the information of the Major Macgregor, 
"Most Noble the Governor of Bengal, that His Highness the Nawab 28rd Sept., 1868. 
" N azim has expressed his desire of appointing Baboo Prosonno N arain 
" Deb, Rai Balladoor to be his Dewan." 

B ... The Agent at Moorshedabad reports the wishes of the N awab Han. C. Beadon, 
" N azim to appoint the Rai Bahadoor of the Toshakhanah as his ~9th Sept., 1863. 
" Dewan." 

C. "I am directed by the Governor-General in Council to reqllest Han. C. Beadon, 
.. that during the remainder of the leave you are understood to have . 1st Oct., 1869. 
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" ob~aifledj .. om Hill Highness the Nawab Nazi"" rou will accompany 
"HIS Excellency to Lucknow and Cawnpore, m the capacity of 
"Honorary Assistant Secretary in charge of the Toshakhanah, to 
.. which temporary office HiB Excellency has been pleased to appoint 
u you." 

Calcutta Ga.ette, D. "HiB Excellency in .Council h88 been ple88ed to confer upon Rai 
8th Oct., 1869. " Prosonno Narain Deb BlIhadoor, Dewan oj tke Nawab Nazim, the 

" title of Rajah Bahadoor in consideration of his services during the 
Ie same period. n 

Sec. to Gov!. of India, E." I am directed to forward a copy of a letter addressed this day 
6th Dec" 1869. " to Ra,jah Prosonno Narain Deb Bahadoor, tke Nawab Nazim'. Dewan, 

"who has recently with His Highne.s'. permission, been employed as 
" Honorary Assistant Secretary to the Government of India. In com
c. municating tills letter to the Nawab Nazim I am desired to request 
"that you will convey to HiB Highness, the' Governor-General' sac
"knowledgmentjor his courtes!! in allowing the Gov_nt to avail 
" itself oj the Dewan' a 8ervZCes." 

Rajah" Prosonno Na- F. "You will, I doubt not, perceive that it would be imprudent for 
ram Deb Bahadoor, " me to sign documents which might in any way serve to incr688e the 

23rd June, 1862. "amount of my responsibility, besides, wken I was Dewar to His 
" Highness, the box without any list of its contents wae delivered to the 
" care of the Mohafez Khannah through me." 

Besides, this arbitrary act of the Government was unsupported by 
any precedent and opposed to the terms of the Agreement of 1834, 

" which has been the rule by which Nizamut affairs have been admin
istered, with the exception only of such modifications ae the foregoing, 
and others equally prejudicial to my prescriptive privileges. Para. IV. 
of the Agreement of 1834, states" such reductions and modifications 
"of the di1ferent establishments in the Nizamut as shall be thought 
"desirable and properb!! tke Nawab Nazim at the present time or here
ec after, ahall be executed b!! him, and with regard to the salaries of his 
"servants and the entertaining and discharging of them ke ill at Uberi!! 
" to act as ke pleases without IJ'II!f inteiference." 

Snrely, then, Your Grace, there was nothing in my conduct in this 
matter to warrant the removal from my oontrol of such allowances and 
appointments as I have before had the entire managemllllt of, and I 
trust Your Grace will, in fairness and justice, restore to me the 
authority of which I haye been unjustly deprived. 

Among the allowances of which I have been deprived, are the four 
following, which will readily enable Your Grace to perceive the bearing 
of the whole question, viz. :-

(a) Mamoolats. 
(b) ZemiBtanee. . 
(c) Mutaynats or Dool'1Bts. 
(d) Mookhbarahs. 
For an explanation of these terms, I beg to refer Your Grace to the 

glossary annexed to this Memorial; Bnd, in the first place, will aek 
Your Grace to oonsidei the two 6rst collectively. 

During the minority of my father, Nawab Nazim Hootnayoon Jab, 
although the expenditure was under the special manag!'lllent of the 
Agent Governor-General, a very large debt had been incurred, which 
was subsequently paid out of the surplus of the Deposit Fund, on the 
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ground that it was contracted under the guardianship 9f the .Agent. 
I mention this to show that no amount of interference was found 
effectual to introduce order into Nizamut Affairs from the time that 
Nawab Moobaruck-ul-Dowlah's stipend was reduced. Capt. Thoresby, 
who was then Agent Governor-General, therefore proposed that all
stipends to the members of the Nizamut fn'mily should be paid from 

.. his office, and that His Higliness should receive the remainder of the 
sixteen lacs for his personal expenditure, without the obligation of 
giving any account thereqf. A new arrangement was in consequence 
entered into between the Nawab Nazim and the Governor-General to 
the following effect:-

1st. Customary perquisites under the name of Mamoolat and 
Zemistanee, given by His Highness, should be commuted to cash 
payments, and on the decease of the recipients, "if there are no heirs 
" entitled to succeed to it, the reversion shall be to the Nizamut Trea
.. surg,'" i.e., to the Nawab Nazim. His Highness gave his formal 
consent to this Agreement on the 17th February, 1834, and it was 
settled and explained that "although His Highness was thua relieved 
.. from. all responsibility connected with the stipends, every facility 
"should be given for his' making himSelf acquaint~d with the 
.. minutest details, and his wishes regarding grants from the Deposit 
.. Fund would be signified to the Agent, and attended to as hereto
.. fore." Sir C. Metcalfe, in giving his official consent to this Agree
ment, informed His Highness that~' the Agent Governor-General has 
" been directed to consider it" (this Agreement) "as the rule under 
.. which Nizamut Affairs are hereafter to he administered." 

The frequent changes of Agents Governor-General has been one of 
the most fertile sources of infraction of solemn Agreements, and on 
reference to the'records it will be found that from July, 1833, to April, 
1836, no less than six changes of this nature transpired. The conse
quence was that Nizamut affairs and the Nazim's rights were little 
understood, and as the SJlpreme Government relied on the representa
tions of these officers, it was very frequently led into doing many acts 
of injustice, which, if it had been rightly informed, would never have 
been sanctioned. For instance, the Honourable Mr. Melville, who 'was 
Agent Governor-General in 1836, recommended the resumption of 
Mamooillts, a positive infraction of the Agreement of 1834, and yet 
expressed himself on the duties of Agent Governor-General in. the 
following words :-" One p..mcVpal duty of the Agent under' instruc
" tiona in force has always appeared to me to be to protect this Prince 
"from the perpetual tendencg of subordinate authorities to encroach 
"upon such rights and privileges as it has been deemed just and 
"expedient to reserve to this famil;g." If such was the duty of the 
Agent, how came it that, on his representation, the Government was 
led to resume those allowances, and thus to encroach upon rights 
which it was the Agent's duty,to protect? I would ask Your Grace 
to consider whether it was fair and just that the Government should 
have disposed of that which WI1ll virtually my property? Since the 
Mamoolats and Zemistl1nee allowances are derived from the portion of 
my sixteen lacs stipend set apart annually for the payment of the 
members of the Nizamut family, to whom and to whose heirs these 
two allowances, among others, are perfectly legitimate. 
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To understand how the Agent become the burss.r of these allow
anee., I must inform Your Grace that the Nawab Nazim and the other 
memberS of the N.izamut wers not always on the best of terms; it 
therefore sometimes occurred that the Mamoolats and Zemistanee 
allowances were withheld from obnoxious members, and when given 
were not of the customary value; therefore, this money wu.s entrusted 
to the Government for due disbursement through oue of its officers, 
mereltJ as a guarantee of its regular payment, so long as heirs were to 
be found, in absence of whom -the reversion lawfully would 6e to the 
Nawa6 Nazim, as it was before the Government undertook the dis
bursement of the allowances. Under these circumstances, it certainly 
appes.rs to me unjust that I should be deprived of these reverai01l8 ; 
hence I bring the matter forward for Your Grace's consideration, u.s 
an infringement of the Agreement of 1834, which expressly states that 
" if there are no heirs to succeed, the reversion shall 6e to the Nizamut 
Treasury," or, in other words, to the Nawab Nazim. Then, again, 
80 late as May, 1868, my son-in-law, Nawab Feroze Jung, wu.s refused 
the allowances in question, though his father enjoyed them during his 
lifetime; and when he addressed the Agent and memorialized the 
Government, he received the inexorable answer, that" Such allowances 
" were resumable, and the memorialist could not be permitted to draw 
" them." If such a course, Your Grace. is to be followed, it is very 
evident that tlie ruin of my fomily is inevitable, u.s tke annual Btipend 
is 6eing gradually reduced by lapBeB 6eing absorbed, and although I 
myself'ouly draw Rs. 7,32,000·0·0, I am obliged to grant receipt. in 
full for the whole si:eteen lac. stipend, which does :dot appear to me to 
be a legitimate demand, though I am forced to execute it a8 a Go
vernment order. 

It is my province, Your Grace, u.s a memorialist to represent my 
grievances; it is yours to investigate and redress them; and with 
every hope of justice being done me, I will bring to Your Grace's 
notice the third allowance styled Mutaynats or Deoriats. Reverting 
again to the Agreement of 1834, it is thersin stated that" all pensions 
" which had been or might be .... igned hereafter to servants and de
" pendents Bkall revert to the Nizamut Treasury as casualties occur 
" and be at the entire di,poBal of the Nawab." , 

Surely Your Grace, it was never intended that reaumptionB should 
take place on the occurrence of any or all casualties among the servants 
and dependents paid from this a.ilowance, nor wu.s it contemplated that 
the Nawab and other members of hi. family in the enjoyment of this 
privilege, the Mntayna.t allowance. should not be permitted to entertain 
or dismiss theBe dependents a.nd servants-yet Buch is the cu.se at the 
present moment. The allowance is derived from a source that clln 
admit of no misconception viz: my admitted Btipend of Bi:eteen lacB in 
its diJferent portioningB to members of my family; hence I cannot see 
the justice of absorbing it for the credit of the Deposit Fund instead of 
making 'it revert to me according to the Agreement of 1834 Agllin, 
several members of my family have recently been harshly dealt with by 
the Government in coIlSt'quence of the above error as to this allowallce; 
take for instance a member of my family drawing 400 rupee. and a 
Mutaynat of 36 rupeeB; in the event of any co.suo.lty occurring among 
the dependents who are the recipients of the Mutaynat, a.ny remissne •• 
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on the part of that member to report the matter, resnlte "in his- becom
ing liable to forfeit the allowance together with a part or the whole of 
his hereditary stipend. Such a state of things is daily becoming the 
practice, so I consider it my duty, as the head of the Nizamut Family, to 
appeal against such unjust measures, and to solicit our right to enter
tain or dismiss any servant or dependent in our establishmente without 
interference. ' " 

I have another grievance of an equally grave nature to lay before 
Your Grace in connection with the disbursement of this allowance, 
which. I have always looked upon as o"e of my prescriptive privileges, 
and with advertence to such privileges it was ordered by Her Majesty's 
Government through the late Secretary of State for India. that" Ir18 
" High"ess should not be deprived. of a"!l of the honors and. privileges 
" of which he is now in the enjoyme"t." and in conformance with this 
order the disbursement of this allowance was restored to me; but in a 
few months, and in a most unaccountable, manner, without a reason 
being assigned, it was transferred by order of the Agent from my right
ful custody to that of the Dewan, whom I had dismissed from my 
service. Nothing could be more hurtful to my' feeelings than to be 
thus summarily deprived of one of my privileges, and to see it conferred 
on a man who had been my servant and had given me just cause for 
his dismissal. Silently I have suffered this bitter slight and humilia
tion, in the firm hope of eventually obtaining' redress when I laid the 
matter before Her Majesty's Government, and it is now for Your 
Grace to consider the justice of my claim and to restore me to the 
position I ought to occupy according to subsisting agreemente as 
guaranteed by Her Majesty's Proclamation of 1858 

I l!l&y now trace the consequences of the removal of these allowances 
from my control: , 

The dependente who are suppo~d by these allowances, being, now 
paid by an officer who has been removed. from my co"trol, are made 
quite independent of my authority. and refuse to render, me that ser
vice which, under the constitution of these allowances, they would be 
compelled to do; , and, further, they are taught to believe that they 
are paid from a separate Government Fund instead of a portio" 
of my admitted. stipend. of sizteen lacs, O1Jer which 1 ought, in jwtice, 
to have some co"trol. ThuS my prescriptive privileges, which have 
been so often guaranteed, have of late years been ignored to my preju
dice. Further, Mutaynatl! or stipends left by the Munnee Begum, 
Bubboo Begum, and others to old retainers, and which were hered.ita"!l 
(the descendante of these retainers continuing in the service of the 
family) have recently, after being enjoyed by several generations, been 
resumed by orders of Government, in contradiction to an express pro
vision dated 18th July, 1838, for resuuling stipends to the Deposit Fund, 
"""le88 when there are dependents of the d.eceased. the IlUpport of 
," whom would be a duty incumbent on the relation8." ThUS"the imme
diate respect of the resumption is to deprive the retainers of their 
bread, and myself of their services r I therefore pray that these Mutay
nat allowances, known also as Deoriat Pensions, be dealt with more 
liberally by the Government, that they be restored. to my control "nder 
the IlUpervision of the .Agent Governor- General, lIS was the practice 
before the recent innovation. 
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I now come to the 4th head of allowances, styled Mookhbarahs, which 
are set apart for certain religious ceremonies enjoined by our sacred 
writings at the mausoleums of dece .... ed relatives, as also for the keeping 
of these mausoleums in proper repair, and which,from their peCflUar 
nature, ought to be under my 8pecwl care 0,8 the head 0/ the family by 
Mahomedan law. Yet, Your Grace will barelv credit that the disburse
ment of these 8acred allowances was also made over to the same officer 
whom I discharged, and who is a Hindoo, a p€r8ttaaion fl.Mc" we are 
taught to regard wit" peculiar dread in religioua matters, as is well 
known by any reader of history-so that the fact of entrusting him (a 
Hindoo) with the management of Mahomedan rites, and the regulating 
and disbursement of allowances for prayers and offerings for the 
departed of my Faith, does in itself show to what extent arbitrary pro
ceedings may be carried to support an officer w"ose connection with my 
affair8 cannot fail to be unpleasant to me, and whose previous conduct 
led me to dispense with his semces. Your Grace will now see with 
what little consideration I have been treated, and how much at variance 
the practices of late years' have heen with the promises held out to me 
in 1839, that" the dignity and honor 0/ the illuatrioua house fl,hic" you 
" now repre8ent will BIler be an object of care and solicitude to this 
" Government." 

And while on this point, Your Grace, I may add that Ih. courl"y 
which my rank entitk. me to in respect of my opinion being sought 
even in the most triiling matters relating to the affairs of the members 
of my family, ha. been allogether abandoned, and happen what may, 
whether it be the death of any member and the portioning of his 
stipend, or whether assistance be sought by some member from the 
Deposit Fund for any purpose. Ihe officer a60ue al/flMd to, and fl·h. "DID 

ho"'. the tilk of Dewan Nizn"",' i, 'he Ml/y"er.o,. required '0 ,epor' on 
'he ClHe, a"d m.II a"lhoril'l i. en/irely It' alir/.. The recommendations 
made by that officer are, as a rule, sanctioned, and h_ /hUB ..v"y' lin 
in""e .... over the m,,,.ber. of my family (by exercising privileges that 
are mine prescriptively) whik I, the Nawab Nazim, ofllithe head of the 
Family. am COnt'trled i,,'o a nonen/ity, and the Akrobah, as the mem
bers of my family are termed, findine: that I have no voice in their 
affairs, have, with few exceptions, forsaken me to go where thoy are in
duced to hope for substantial recognition of their attentions, and while 
rny former ,ervanl htUI ever.v respect ,how" him in COfUe'lur"t·~ of Ai, ,.
,rc:isin!f tlly fJre1ogatil"t my dllrbar. 'Ire a/moll dr,er/rd, and present at 
once the ludicrous, but to me painful, spectacle of empt.y seats, as 
hardly any of my Akrobah will attend them, actuated, no douht, by 
fear of giving offence to the Dewan Nizamut, to whose clique they 
profess to belong, in the hope of receiving favours at his hands; for 
Your Grace is no doubt aware that any o.!ftc .. oupporl,d .. "d,r Govern
rnm.1 authority can tluci8t despolic .wG!! over the 1nind, tif tholt, native, 
"'/10 draw lhei,. .tipmd. through him, and it is for Your Grace to con
sider wheth .. Ihi. Officer if "ill 10 ." .. ci.e arbi/rary co,,'rolouer "".11 
fnmily, or wh.lher in j ... /i.·e I ma!l be 1"mlitted 10 r"",, .. 'hal ""',,ral 
control au", "'y offairl which Ihe head of "'"!I family ,hould e" .. dlt, 
irrespective of other claims insured by Treaty or Agreement. 

It may be urged, Your Grace, against my objections. that the manage
ment and disbursement of these allowances came within the dutie. as-
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signed to the Dewan Nizamut, even while they were in my custody; 
true. but the Dewan. being then my paid servant. merely acted up to 
my instructions as a steward. and could not exercise the arbitrary dis
posal of them as he now does; and what I now pray for. Your Grace. 
is that the Dewan should be entirely under my control as before. and 
that I only may be held responsible to the Agent Governor-General 
for the earrect diih"r"..,.ent of these allowances. This was the course 
bef.re lla.k II" presenl Dewan 'Niza,,,ul into my service. and. as there 
was never any constraint imposed upon me before I selected this officer. 
llillle Ih.ught thai he fIJ.,.td ever have heen ".ade an ins'ru,,, ... ' Jar ".y 
h"",ilialian. It is for Your Grace to decide whether I have beenjuslly 
dealt with. and whether Ihe placing of this ./ficer aver my private offairs 
BB a permanent arrangement hBB been conducive to .< the hanar and 
dignity .f "'y estliled stali.n... BB guaranteed by the Government. I 
am both ready and willing at onee to resume the management and dis
bursemeut of these several allowances as prescribed. before their re
moval from my custody, and to submit all documents and papers con
nected with their management for the information 'and sanction of the 
Agent Governor-General, BB was the practice before, and I trust that 
Your Grace will give me your considerate support for the restoration of 
this and my other prescriptive privileges, of which the only one that I 
am now honored with is'my salute of nineteen guns, which was restored 
to me under circumstances stated in the following letter from His Ex-
cellency, (the late) Lord Canning. . 

"My FRIEND, 
"In consequence of yoW: numerous and valuable services rendered 

" to the British Government during the Santhal rebellion in 1855. and 
" at the more serious crisis which followed, the mutiny of the native 
.. troops of the BengaiArmy in 1857, services which are well known 
" to all, and for which Your Highness has from time to time received 
" the thanks of the Government, BB well BB recognitions of a more 
" public and permanent kind. I consulted the Honourable the Lieu
" tenant-Governor of Bengal as to what special mark of the favour of 
" the Government it would be expedient to confer on Your Highness, 
"so that it might be manifest to all men that Your Highness' loyal 
" services andfaithfu.l attachment to the British Government are duly 
" appreciated, and that the Government ia not umnindjul of the good 
" oJficea rendered by Your HiS'''''''$8 ill a $e48011 of trouble. 

"The Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal has laid before me in a 
" minute & complete record of all that Your Highness and Your lIigh
.. ness' servants did on these two occasions; and this minute. recorded 
"in the .Archives of GoYernment, will serve as a pe'1'petual remem
.. brance of Your Highness', tJCtive and llealO1.l8 support, and of the 
" firm friendship which exists between Your Highness and the British 
I' Government. 

"My Friend, I have read this record of Your Highness' friendly 
" acts with the most lively satisfaction, and entirely agreeing in the 
" views expressed by the Lieutenant-Governor, I have directed that 
.. Your Higlmess shall henceforth always receive a salute of nineteen 
.. gnns. and that certain rues which are now in force, 'as regards Your 
U Highness' recreations. shall be wholly removed. 
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"By these and other tokens of favour which Your Highness ho.s 
, " received in consideration of your loyal services, Your Highness will 
.. be satisfied of the high estimation in which those services are held, 
., and of my sincere desire to mark my appreciation of them. 

<. I have only to add, in conclusion, that on thl> recommendation of 
" the Agent and of ,the Lieutenant-Governor, I have had the pleasure 
.. of conferring upon Your Highness' Dewata Rai Prosuno Namin 
.. Deh Bahadoor the title of Rajah Baha<!.oor, in recognition of the 
.. ability and zeal with which, under Your Highness' directions, he 
"co-operated with the British authorities to restore and maintain 
.. tranquillity ,on both the occasions above referred to . 

.. I have, &c., 
.. (Signed) CANNING." 

Before concluding this head of my Memorial. I InsI he permitted to 
offer a few remarks on that portion of the letter (Page 269), from 
His Excellency (the late) Lord Canning, w hioh refers to the dis
missal of my Dewan; and I would respectfully urge, Your Gr:we, that 
the line of argument adduced by His Lordship is based upon an erro
neous supposition, that the Government had always exercised a con
trol over the appointment of the Dewans Nizamut. A careful exami
nation of the Treaties with Nawahs Nudjm-ul-Dowlah, Syef-ul-Dowlah, 
and Mobaruck-ul-Dowlah will show that tke DewantJ who were ap
pointed under tke sanction of t"e Government were inveated only wit" 
the'control of t"a.t portion of tke Nawab's allowances assigned jor 
State pwrp06es, 01' tke support oj his rank and dignity, while the 
personal stipend of the Nawab (over which the Government did not 
claim any control) was left entirely at his disposal. 

When the Government of India (after the receipt of the despatch 
from the Court of Directors, dated 20th April, 1771, ordering them to 
withhold that portion of the allowaftces of Nawab Mobaruck-ul·Dow-
1ah. set apart for the support of the rank and dignity of the N awab 
N azims, and which they considered were unnecessary for him during 
his minority), deprived the Nawab of ,the State allowance which had 
heen guaranteed hy the Treaty in perpetuity, the Government control 
over the appointment of the Dewans (who had had the disbursement 
of that sum alone) cea.ed, and, moreover, it does not appear from any 
record that the Government ever afterwards claimed a voice in the 
appointment of the Dewans whom the Nawabs selected for the pur
pose of keeping their family accounts; but in 1816, when the Govern
ment thought proper to interfere, for the avowed purpose of extricating 
the Nizamut from pecuniary difficulties, Mr Monckton suggested that 
an officer should be appointed by the Government to control the affairs 
of the Nizamut, .. intJested wit" dignity of a representative character, 
.. and enabled to devote kis, time and attention ~:z:clusilJelg to tke 
<, duties of his situation." A separate fund was formed from the 
Nawab's money for the support of this functionary, who was duly in
stalled under the auspices of Government, and with the sanction of the 
Nawab. and styled the Agent to the Governor-General. Hence. Your 
Gmce, it is very evident that the Agent, who was expected to control 
B1l the accounts of the Nizamut, was virtuolly the Government Dewa~, 
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a,nd was the o~lyofficer connected with the 'NizamU:t, in whose appoint
ment or dismissal the Government could justlg claim any interfe
rence. 

Your Grace will, I trust, excuse me for having again introduced this 
subject, but as it is one that has materially aifected my Bocial position, 
I feel that it should be prominently set forward to attract the notice of 
Her Majesty's Government, and in the earnest hope that it will receive 
a just and impartial consideration/ I will leave it to Your Graoe's dis
posal, and introduce the sixth and last subject of my Memorial. 

VI. EX'l'RAORDlNARY TRANSACTIONS 01' MR. TORRENS, 

AGENT GOVERNOR-GENERAL! 

I regret having occasion to allude to Para; 14 of Despatch No. SO of 
the 17th June, 1864, from Her Majesty's Secretary of State, to the 
Governor-General of India, on reference to which Your Grace will ob
serve, that while the Secretary of State admits that I had good grounds 
for complaint against the conduct of Mr. Torrens, yet regrets that 
owing to.the death of that officer, he, (the Right Honorable Gentleman) 
is "reluctantly driven to the conclusion, that no benefit will arise from 
" reopening the consideration of tbat subject." Your Grace, my.com
plaint was not against Mr. Torrens in his private capacity, but 88 Agent 

. Governor-General, and ,an officer acting for the British Government 
whose actions bore prima facial the authority of Government. Your 
Graoe, the Most Hon. the late Marquis of Dalhousie, in the case of 
some of my servants who were declared innocent of any crime by the 
highest Court of British Indian Judicature, declared that I as their 
master was to be held responsible and punishable fur what they had 
never done, and were proved never to have been privy to, yet in this 
instance where (page 112) a high Government officer plunges into 
.. intrigues," and instructs the doctoring and cooking up of accounts 
under the mgis of his official position, which eifectually protected him 
from being personally indicted in the Supreme Court of Calcutta for 
fraud, both the Indian and Home Governments declare that there would 
be no benefit arising from an enquiry into the subject as the Agent is 
now dead; but Your Grace, Mr. Torrens in all he did acted in his 
oJficial capacity, as evidenced by his own declaration to that eifect, and 
although specific losses to the extent of upwards of £250,000 were sus
tained by me in consequence, I am desired to believe and admit that 
the consideration of the matter would not lead to any benefit. If by 
such expression be meant, 'that it would lead to the publication of a 
scandal, and exhibit the dereliction of the Government of India, in 
not interfering for my protection before the death of Mr. Torrens, or 
asserting that a mistake had been made in the selection of such an 
officer for the Post of Agent, I am prepared to admit that the Govern. 
meht of India would by no possible means derive benefit or credit from 
an enquiry into the matter; but, Your Grace, does this consideration 
prove that my losses are fictitioull and not worthy of consideration P 

Z 
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A. public. trial in the Supreme Coun compelled the production 
of the letter quoted on Page 118, and the accounts of the Agents, 
Messrs. Mackenzie Lyall and Co., fully substantiated my assenion that 
the accumulation of my minority money was squandered and misappro
priated, under the sanction, knowledge' and oonnivance of the very 
officer whose duty it was to. watch over my interests and protect me 
from being imposed upon by others. Your Grace, surely the dcath of 
a Government Officer cannot diminish or remove the responsibility of 
the Government for whom he acted, and whom he personally repre
sented; and although the existence of Mr. Torrens might have led to 
his being indicted in a Criminal Com and punished for his oonduct, 
yet this done, the responsibility of the Government to make good the 
specific losses which- his misdeeds had occasioned, would have been 
legitimately claimable in a Civil Coun. My oomplaint against Mr. 
Torrens and the other panies implicated in these nefarious transactions 
was well known to the Government (vide Letter of 12th April, 1853, 
Page 122), and although I instituted a suit against some of the 
pal'ties ooncerned for the recovery of my dues, the proceedings were 
stopped at the instance of the Government, and I W88 thus hopelessly 
debarred frolll. claiming my rights. I truet, however, Your Grace will 
order a full enquiry to be made into the circumstances of the C88e by 
which her Majesty's Government may be enabled to decide what I am 
justly entitled to. 

Having now laid before Your Grace the general details of my griev
ances, and a few documents (out of many that might be produced) in 
suppon of the justice of my claims-I will, for the purpose of facili
tating inquiry, endeavour, with Your Grace's permission, to deduce 
cel'tain points therefrom which I would beg respectfully to submit for 
the consideration of Her Majesty's Government. 

1. With what object were the Treaties herein alluded to, executed 
between the Representatives of the two Governments P What principle. 
were involved P 

2. Were the Powers bound m honor to abide by the acts of their 
Representatives P 

3. Who were the Representatives that executed the Treaties alluded 
to P What were their respective positions P What were the conditio.DB 
and obligations implied in the Treaties P 

4. What led to the modification of the Treaties during several 
generatioDB P How were the relative positions of the Contracting 
Powers altered thereby P 

'5. What was the object of the additional Treaty with N awab N udjm-
ul-Dowlah P Whence did it originate P , 

6. W 88 the Firmaun of the King of Delhi binding on the Honorable 
East India Company. On what terms W88 the Grant of the Dewsnny 
conferred P . 

7. What led to the modification of the Treaties on the accession or 
Nawab Syef-ul-Dow1ah: and again on the accession of Nawab Mob ... 
ruck-ul-Dowlah' 

8_. Was the last Treaty executed with Nawab Mobaruck-ul-Dowlah 
of so personal a character that the conditions named therein were only 
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binding OJ). the then existing Government and N awab P Why was it 
ooncluded with the worda .. for ever P" Was it acted up to during the 
lifetime of Nawab Mobaruck-ul-Dowlah P 

9. What opinion did the Court of Directors ofFer in regard to the 
Treaty of 1770, being the basis of all their future operations with the 
Nawabs NazimP Were their instruotions carried outP 

10. W,hat led to the peouniary embarrassment of Nawab Mobaruok
ul-Dowlah P What originated all the measures that have aince been 
introduced by which the Political and social status of the Nawabs 
Nazim has been lowered P 

11. What were the objects for which the several Funds were 
formed P Have these objects been carried out and the oonditions 
fulfilled P . 

lao Is the Nawab Nazim entitled to reoeiw the surplus of the 
Deposit Fund that may have &OOumulat~d by interest or otherwise 
over and above the Two Laos per annum he has been and is still 
obliged to set apart for the objects of the Fund P 

13. Does the condition of the Fund require that contrJ."utionB should 
still be made to it by the Nawaba Nazim. for the furtherance of its 
object P Under what circumstances is the Nawab Nazim entitled to 
receive pecuniary assistance from the Fund P 

140. Is the Nawab Nazimjustly entitled to the reversion of the lapsed 
StipendsP 

15. Why was the office of Agent Governor-General established P 
What, striotly speaking, are the duties of thall officer P 

18. What were the duties of the Dewan after the appointment of 
the Agent Governor-GeneralP Had the Nawab a right to dismiss him 
as his own servant, without reference to the AgentP Was the Bub
sequent action taken against the Nawab Nazim just P 

17. Were the harsh measures adopted by His Excellency (the late) 
Marquis of Dalhousie against the Nawab Nazim baaed OIl just and 
reasonable conclusions P 

18. Were the circumstances that led to the estrangement between 
the Agent Governor-General and the Nawab Nazim. of so grievous a 
nature as to justify the action taken by His Excellency (the late) 
Lord Canning, against the Nawab Nazim P 

19. Whllt are the meanings of the words hereditary and Nizamut so 
frequently used in the Treaties and in the letters from various 
Governol'S-General to the Nawabs Nazim P 

20. On what grounds has it been asserted that the Bum of Sixteen 
Lacs is the "Assignment by Treaty of the Family P" Is it just to 
demand a receipt from the Nawab Nazim. for the whole sum of 
Sixteen Lacs, without rendering him some account as to its disbUl'S8-
mentP / 

21. Were not the Nawabs Nazim declared under the authority of 
the Government to be Independent Princes and treated as Buoh P 
What ofFence have they been guilty of on account of which their 
Political status has been lowered P Why have they been deprived of 
"the prescriptive rights, honoUl'S, and privileges of their exalted 
.. station, guaranteed • by subsisting Treaties and long-established re
"lations,' to be inl'iolably observed Eor ever." 

z 2 
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I .would here solicit the favour of Your Grace again considering the 
wording of the Treaties, from which it would appear that the Nawabs 
Nazim gradually ceded their power to the Honourable East India 
Company, for the better governing and protecting of their Provinces 
and People, and in return they received guarantees that the Honour
able East India Company would secure their position as Princes, and 
that their .. rights, honours, and dignity would be scrupulously 
.. maintained." Thus, Your Grace, from voluntarily having . placed 
themselves in the position of feudatories to the N a wabs N u.zim, the 
Honourable East· India Company eventually acquired the Supreme 
Administrative Government of the three Provinces of Bengul, Behar, 
and Orissa; but as they bound themselves to perform certain obliga
tions, it is for the fulfilment of these promises by Her Majesty's 
Government, that I nol'6 pray; and ulthough as a faithful Ally of 
the British, it is not for me to question the acts of their Exulted 
Government, yet as a powerless Prince, relying on the hopes and 
promises held out to my Ancestors by the Representatives of that 
Government, through .which means the possession of the three 
Provinces of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa was secured to them by 
Treaty, without bloodshed, and thus (under the blessing of the Al
mighty) a way was opened for the introduction of good government, 
wise legislation, and profitable institutions, into a country which, 
for many ages, had been the scene of political intrigues, massacre, 
and bloodshed, I may be ollowed to inquire whether Her Majesty'. 
Exulted Government and the British Nation will now give their 
Sanction to the further carrying out of the system of oppression and 
injustice which has prevailed against myself and other Princes of 
India for some time past, under which it has even been proposed, in 
opposition to the principles of justice and honor, that the Government 
should withdraw entirely from the support of those titled stipendiaries, 
whose rank and dignity it has bound itself to protect! Nay, rather, 
Your Grace, would it not be more consistent with the Exulted Position 
and Magnanimous Principlea of the British Go.ernment, to endeavour 
to elevate and educate the Prince. and People of India in such a 
manner as might enable the former to hold offices under the Govern
ment, in which they would command respect and esteem, and be made 
useful members of society, and the latter be made acquainted with 
everything that is good and profitable, by which they might improve 
their social condition; for by such means 'the Government would re
move all causes of disaffection, and the sense of injustice that is felt 
in many instances, and would eventually secure the affeLotion and 
attachment of all classes of natives in India in perpetuity. 

In conclusion, I would earnestly ask Your Grace to take an impartial 
view of my claims, 80 far as they are based on the principles of truth, 
honor, and justice, and if consistent with these principles, I pray that 
I and my family may be placed in the position we ought to occupy, 80 
that I may feel and find that my wrongs have been redressed, and that 
the Exalted Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland has carried out the Assurances given by Her Most Gracion. 
Majesty in 1858, that" all Treaties made by the East India Company 
.. are by U. accepted, and:will be scrupulously maintained," and We 
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C. will respect the rights, dignity, and honor of Native Princes as Our 
"own." 

I have the honor to be, 
Your Grace's sincere friend, 

(Signed) SYUD MUNsoOR ULLEE. 

Alexandra. Hotel, London, 
July, 1869. 

This Memorial, instead of being dealt with on its own 
merits, has, as before stated, been referre<l to the Govern
ment of India for a Report thereon; but what further light 
the local Government of India can throw upon the' subject 
of His Highness's claims, it is difficult to divine, since 
in Para.. 2 of the Despatch of June; 1864, Her Majesty's. 
Secretary of State for India declared that "All the 
c07'Tespondence necessary to the formation of a correct 
opinion with respect to tlte social questions wMcl& tltey 
illustrate had then been received /" Perhaps it was 
thought that the prospect of an English winter might 
induce an Eastern Prince brought 'up in luxury to leave 
England and return to his own native country, where 
once again under the jurisdiction of the local Govern
ment he might never again be allowed the privilege of 
visiting our free country to advocate his claims in 
person. But the Indian Prince, with hope to sustain 
him, has withstood the inclemency' of our climate, 
and not having received a reply to his Memorial, 
or any consideration from the Indian Government, 
is now compelled to lay his grievances before the public, 
with a view of obtaining that sympathy and support to 
which h~ is justly entitled at the hands of the British. 
Government and Nation, not onlya8 a rigM, but a8 m.l 
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act· of !J1'atitude for tlte services he renderecl to our 
countrymen in the fa'f' East, in tltei'f' Beason of trial and 
dallge'f'in 1857, when men of his own creed and country 
'1'ai~ed the standard of rebellion tltrouglwut the land, and 
endeavoured to throw off the British yoke in India. 

Apart from all pecuniary compensati'on to which His 
Highness considers himself entitled at the hands of the 
Imperia.l Government there are other matters of a political 
and social character set forth in the Memorial, which being 
of a les8 expensive nature, ought, we think, to be entirely 
conceded to lIis Highness as an act of courtesy; but 
leaving t}lese matters to be justly dealt with by Her 
Majesty's Government, we will give our readers an idea. 
ofthe enormous losses sustained. by the Nawabs and the 
gain effected. for the East India Company, from 1757 to 
1858, and. since 1858 by the Indian Government through 
the infringement of those Sacred Treaties and Agree
ments made by the East .India Company with the Repre
sentatives of the House of Meer Jaflier Ali Khan. 
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STATEMENT 

Showing tl", Approa:imate Amo'Utd deducted from tl'8 Nilsam'Ut Stipend 

by tl", Government oj IMia. under t1anotul pt'ete:tts Binee tA6 infringe

ment oj tA6 terms oj tl", Treaty aM Agreement oj 1770 i.1772. 

Its. As. Pc. ;£ e. d. 

---- - - -- -1. Accumulations of the dift'erence be· 
tween the Annu&l. Stipend of 
Its. 31,81,991.9 -rP:! on bI 
Treaty ''for eoer" ( age 26) an 
the Annu&l. Allowance of Rupeee 
16,00,000 pu.id lIS .. Assignment 
by Treaty qf tM FtMllil!!,' (Page 
280) from 1772 till 1870 • • • 15,50,35,173 2 0 15,503,517 6 s 

2. Accumulations of the monthl~ 
amount of Its. 18,000 deducte 
from the .. Annu&l. Allowance" 
of the Nizu.mut from September 
1790 to Deeember 1816, by order 
of Lord Cornwallis (Page 29) for 
meeting the liu.bilities t Ru~es 
22,86,666-12-3) inourred by u.-
wab Mobu.ruck-ul-dowlu.h in con-
sequence of his income hu.ving 
been lIlliU8tiy ourtu.iled in 1772 66,70,000 0 0 667,000 0 o 

3. Accumulu.tions of MllDllee Begum's 
Stipend u.nd Privu.te Property u.p-
propriu.ted fur the Agency Fund 
and .. ,_kt1 ,,, GotI __ t 
&t:it.ritW" by order of the Go-
TeI1lor-Generu.J. lIS communicated 
in Mr. Monckton's letter of 19th 
December, 1816, (Page 62) . '1,00,000 0 0 '10,000 0 o 

4:. Accumulu.tions of Munnee Begnm's 
Stipend .. invested in Publio Secu-
rities fur the benefit of the Nullo-
mut" by order of the GoTel1lor-
Gener&l. as communicated in Mr. 
Prinsep's letter, dated 28th Jan., 
1823 (Page 83) deduoting the 
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The enormity of the injustice perpetrated by t.he 
Government of India against the Naw!1bs Nazim must 
strike every honourably disposed Englishman with 
surprise, and should, we think, for the sake of our 
National Credit, lead Her Majesty's Government at 
once to redress the wrongs which have been inflicted, 
and so patiently borne with for upwards of one hundred 
years by those Princes. 

But it may be asked, why have not these wrongs 
before been brought to the notice of the British Public P 
This 'may b~ answered by referring the reader to a. 

consideration. of the political relations that existed 
between the Nawabs Nazim of Bengal and the Hon
ourable Eal:lt Indi~ Company in former years, whereby 
the latter held the former under absolute control, 
and prevented their apIJealing to the British Govern
ment, except through their own officers. The little 
notice taken of the present Nawab's Memorials by 
the loca! Government of India will sufficiently ex
hibit the manner in which Native Princes, faithfully 
attached to the British cause, are treated by that 
Government, and should awaken public attention to 
the fact that such a state of things must tend to act 
unfavourably on the minds of those Princes and may 
again produce that spirit of defection in India' which 

, probably was one great source to which the Rebellion 
of 1857 might be traced. • 

As the Nawab in ;His Memorial does not specify 
exactly what he requires, but appeals in general terms 
to the Government for justice and an acknowledgment 
of his claims so far as they are based on sound principles, 
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we may venture to submit for our readers a statement oj 
such demands as in our opinion might appear legiti. 
mately claimable from the Imperial Government by thE 
Nawab. 

1. A recognition of the hereditary ran7~, dignity 
and privileges of Mmself and his successor8 
as long as they continue to remain faithful 
to the British Government. 

2. A guarantee thllt the titular dignity, social 
prestige and private rights of his family 
shall not in fittu1·e be invaded by the officer~ 
of the Indian Government. 

S. An. admission that the Nawab Nazim, who. 
ever he may be, is hereafter to have the 
entire cont'rol of the affairs of the Nizamut. 

4. A settlement of his pecuniary ciaims upon 
the Government of India on a fair and 
reasonable appraisement, and the futztre pay· 
ment to himself, his heirs and SUCCf.ssors, oj 
a stipend commensurate with their dignity, 
to be fixed by mutual agreement. 

Before concluding our subject, we will again briefly ex
plain the general grounds' upon which His Highness 
the Nawab Nazim of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa presses 
his claims upon the attention of the British Government. 

The East India Company, having obtained the Execu
tive Administra.tion of some of the Provinces of India 
by deed of gift or rigbt of purchase from the Native 
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Princes who ruled over them, were legally bound to pay 
those Princes and their heirs-at-Iaw the several sums 
they had stipulated for as the price of the transfer, for 
such periods as were set forth in the Agreements executed 
between them and the Company, by virtue of which alone 
the Company were legally entitled to hold possession of 
the privileges that had been transferred t.o them;. and 
the British Government having by Royal Proclama
tion in 1858 taken up all the obligations contracted 
by the East India Company has since that time been 
legally bound to fulfil all the engagements made 
by that aagust body while administering the affairs of 
India. 

Such being the nai;ure of the bonds now existing 
bet.ween the British Government and Indian Princes, 
we will leave the question of the Nawab's claims to 
be equitably adjusted by the Houses of Parliament, 
and in conclusion express a. hopo that as "our National 
Faith bas been pledged," His Highness will receive that 
justice which, in our opinion, the merits of his case de
serve; and on his return to India, will carry with him the 
eon"iction of his loyal Ancestors, that "British Honour 
and Public Faith are unimpeachable, and the W ordand 
Bon.d of the British Nation can never be broken," 

THE END. 
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