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him in a. pre-eminient degree. The reader in perusing 

these speeches will no doubt be struck with the arguments 

marshalled with wonderful logical sequence and precision 

and will have his attention fixed as naturally as he breathes 

the.air and ,will pass on imperceptibly from the piercing 

'Vehemence, the fierY passion, the sublime grandeur,'to the 

tenderness, grace and humanity, power of self-restraint, a 

calm and unvarying purpose, and an unfaltering adherence to 

f1.xed convictions. 

It would be difficult to over-praise the literary' and 

rhetorical merits of LORD MAyo's speeches without exception. 

They hjl.ve been aptly described as an educating power. As 

the embodiment of political and social views and states

manly wisdom of an e3{llest and upright Administrator who 

ruled with marvellous success and with consummate tact 

and prudence an Empire thirteen times larger than Britain, who 

as the Representative of He~ Majesty the Queen, discharged 

his'high functions with entire self-devotion . and indomitable 

'energy, whose suavity of demeanor endeared him to all with 

,hom he came in contact, one whose princely hospitality won 

he golden opinion, of even his bitterest political opponents 

-especially of one whose glorious martyrdom in the service 

.f his Country, his Religion and Humanity, unprecedented 

11 the History of India, ~ill be remembered to the latest day 

)1 the future generations of Hindoos and Englishmen with 

,he tenderest feelings of sadness, this Volume it is hoped will, 

lossess a truly enduring inierest not only with his numer-
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chosen subjects and for the native sagacity and good sense 

. with whiCh it saw its way to the hidden truth; a fine imagi

nation that stands back as the hand-maid of a robust under

standing, a complete command over his accumulated re

sources, a love of the orignal and independent investiga.tion 

going back to the fountain head and never satisfying with 

guesses and traditions; an indefa:tigable assiduity and patience 

of examination, a most scruplous carefulness in the statement 

of facts, a simple lucidity of expression and day-light dis

tinctness of thought, ever in the most complicated political 

questions of .the day, a conscientious slowness in forming 

conclusions, combined with great strength, earnestneBs and 

decision in maintaining the opinions which he at length ar

rived at "and with and above all other virtues, surrounding 

them with a sacred '\J.alo seen not shewn, a serious con

sciousness of heavy responsibility with which he had been 

intrusted by the Queen and the Parliament of England. 

LORD MAyos'Speeches are all clearly characterized (by a 

strongly marked feeling bearing the image of the man, The 

"exalted seriousness of view, the high moral standard, the 

transparent clearness of exposition, the quiet earnestness ~f con

viction, the sustained confidence in his conclusions, resting ,as 

they do on solid grounds and fully examined premises, the 

minute accuracy and finish, the strict truthfulness and 

sincerity, saying nothing for mere effect," appear everywhere 

in the following pages. And the style is in harmony with 

the thought-pure, chaste, lucid, aptly expressive, unaffacted, 
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INTRODUCTION. 

THE compilation of these Speeches of the late lamented 

trrcEROY and GOVERNOR GENERAL OF INDIA, EAJiL OF ~lAYo 

was undertaken by the EDITOR about three years ago at 

the Buggestion of His Highness The Maharajah of 'PUT

TEALLA G. C. S. I. who considered that their publication 

in a permanent form might be hi~hly serviceable to the 

Indian Public generally, and the Native Princes in I>articu~ 

lar, to many of whom His Lordship was attached by ties of 

personal friendship. Fully apprecia.ting the value of His 
, . 

Highness's suggestion and believing with him that these 

Speeches contained much matter that· ought to find a per-, 

manent place in Euglish literature, I obtained permissionQf 

the late Viceroy to edit the same. It was my wish to pre~ 

sent the Volume to his Excellency on its compietion. 

But so it was not fa.ted to be. There is no doubt that had 

he been alive, he would have witnessed with considerable 

satisfaction on a. Volume which contains the best utterances' 

of his life-time, It milTor as it were of his political ca~eer of 

five and twenty years with its strifes, its sorrows, a.nd its dis-
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appointments as 'Vell as its joys and triumphs--;--erowned 

at last- with the ~ighest confidence and favor of his Sove

reign. Independently of the melancholy interest w~ich they 

must now posse.'IS, after the fearful tragedies that have been 

enactjld, his Lordship being one of the principal actors, 

these Speeches, I need hardly say, will possess an intrinsic 

value as many of them are master-pieces of eloquence, 

-teeming with treas~ of true statesmanship and adminis

trative wisdom and displaying a vigor of style, a clearness of 

dictio~, a sincerity of thought, _-a candor of feeling, and a 

loftiness of patriotism, such as would in the veridict of 

an unbiassed poste~ty, place him in the rank of Britain's 

truest heroes. Containing as they do, valuable and 

varied discussions on importalit questions of English and 

Anglo-Indian politics, -these Speeches cannot but be emi

nently interesting, useful and instructive to the English 

statesman and the Indian aspirant after political fame. 

In the Durbar Speeches "we see LoRD MAyo in every line; 

the frank and courteous and enlightened gentleman, but at' 

the sam.e time, the strong and worthy Representative of the 

Queen and the unmistakeable Ruler of the Empire. Every Xa

five Prince who met him, looked upon Lo~ lliyo as the ideal 

,of an English Viceroy. They all felt instinctively that they 

could place perfect confidence in everything that he told 

them, and their respect, I ought rat~er to say, their rever

ence was all the deeper because while they knew that he 

was their master, they felt also t1tat he was their friend." 
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In them will be found valuable lessons on practical admin

istration for the Maharajahs, Nawabs and Feudatories of 

Hindustan in whose hands the destinies of thousands 

have been entrusted by Providence, as also a rare admix

ture of classic eloquence with modern many-sided.-ness, a. 

masterly grasp of details and a wonderful far-sighted-ness 

-qualities most necessary for successful statesmanship. And 

further, they challenge the admiration of politicians of every 

shade, who are capable of doing homage to ,great intelli

gence, to surpassing oratorical power, to untiring energy, to 

invincible courage, and to high-minded disinterestedness, 

devoted without stint for more than a quarter of a. -century 

to the service of those who by the favor of his Sovereign, were 

entrusted to his care. 
• The peerless intelligence, the bracing fidelity, the native 

nohleness and catholicity,the tender beauty and reverence, 

of his utterances,. his wonderful· mastery <,>ver the great 

subjects he handled, his breadth, of view, the comprehen

siveness of his grasp, the largeness of his sympathy and 

above all the essential humanity of his tone, rendered LORD 

MAYO much admired and beloved in the house of Commons. 

In this Volume, he displays" an acute and vigorous intellect 

disciplined in all its faculties by laborious study, trained to 

habits of clear and exact reasoning, and remarkable alike fo1' 

its powem of analysis and discrimination, for the logical abili

ty with which it grapples with questions before it, for the in

tense and sustained concentration of its strength on its 
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chosen subjects ana for the native sagacity and good sense 

-with which it saw its way to the hidden truth; a fine imagi

nation that stands back as the hand-maid of a robust under

standing, a complete command over his accumulated re

sources, a love of the orignal and independent investigation 

going back to the fountain head and never satisfying with 

guesses and traditions; an indefatigable assiduity and patience 

of examination, a most scruplous carefulness in the statement 

of facts, a simple lucidity of expression and day-light dis

tinctness of thought, ever in the most complicated political 

questions of ,the day, a conscientioUs slowness iD. forming 

conclusions, combined with great strength, earnestne!s and 

decision in maintaining the opinions which he at length ar

rived at "and with and above all other virtues, surrounding 

them with a sacred 'halo seen not shewn, a serious con

sciousness of heavy responsibility with which he had been 

intrusted by the Queen and the Parliament of England. 

LORD MAyos' Speeches are all clearly characterized Iby a 

su·ongly marked feeling bearing the image of the man. The 

"exalted seriousness of view, the high moral standard, the 

transparent clearness of exposition, the quiet earnestness ~f con

viction, the sustained confidence in his conclusions, resting as 

they do on solid grounds and fully examined premises, the 

minute accuracy and finish, the strict truthfulness and 

sincerity, saying nothing for mere effect," appear everywhere 

in the following pages. And the style is in harmony with 

the thought-pure, chaste, lucid, aptly expressive, unaffacted, 



( 9 ) 

uninvolved, English undefiled, scholarly yet never pedantic, 

strong yet not hard or dry and when the subject naturally 

called for it clothing itself in the rich hues and the beauti

ful forms of a practised fancy that illumines while it adorns his 

thought. 

These Speeches will have a permanent value not only for 

the treasures of learning which they contain and the light 

which they throw on questions of the deepest importance 

to the Hindoo as well as the Englishman but for the instruc

tive example which they present of rare virtues, nevermore 

needed than at this moment. They furnish lessons to the 

statesmen, political economists and administrators which they 

would do well to pondetover and profit by-lessons ofpat~ent 

and persevering resea~ch, of scruplgus accuracy of thought 

and independent investigation and of a conscientious slowness 

in the publication of facts and opinions which can be properly 

established only by long, and diligent inquiry. 

These speeches are not only political documents of the 

deepest signifi~nce, but take at once a place in the f01;e

most ranks of English Literature. They contain not only 

luminous discussions of the most intricate English and· Angio

Indian political problems but at the same time form a nob7 

gallery of works of Art, of treasures of that rare combination, 

of genius, ~ent and skill which forms the best oratory. A 

sense of living truth, a wide sympathy with human' 

nature, and a faith in the supremacy of moral Law ir 

the. direction of human affairs, 'were qualities possess~d b: 
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, ~imin a pre-eminient degree. The reader in perusing 

these speeches will no doubt be struck with the arguments 

marshalled with wonderful logical sequence and precision 

and will have his attention fixed as naturally as .he breathes 

the .air and ,will pass on imperceptibly from the pietcing 

vehemence, the fiery passion, the sublime grandeur,-to the 

tenderness, grace and humanity, power of self-restraint, a 

'calm and unvarying purpose, and an unfaitering adherence to 

f!,xed convictions. 

It would be difficult to over-praise the literary . and 

rhetorical merits of LORD MAYO'S speeches without exception. 

They have been aptly"described as an educating power. As 

the embodiment of political and social views and states

manly wisdom of an earnest and upright Administrator who 

ruled with marvellous success and with consummate tact 

and prudence an Empire thirteen times larger than B,ritain, who 

as the Representative of Hel' Majesty the Queen, discharged 

his 'hig'h functions with entire self-devotion and indomitable 

-ener~, whose suavity of demeanor endeared him to all with 

\ whom he came in contact, one whose princely hospitality won 

),he golden opinion of even his bitterest political opponents 

'\-especially of' on'e whose glorious martyrdom in the service 

) his Country, his Religion and Humanity, unprecedented 

in the History of India, will be remembered to the latest day 

bf the future generations of Hindoos and Englishmen with 

. the tenderest feelings of sa~ness, this Volume it is hoped will

possess a truly enduring interest not only with his nuIher-
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ous friends and admirers· both here as well as in EngIalld but 

with those who differring intensely as they did with MAyo 

the politican, learned to admire the dignity and solidity of, 

character of MAyo theman. 

The land which gave LORD MAYO birth and which nurtured 

him in his ohildhood, w1;tether we consider her ancient 1>'11.

ditions or the glorious, achievements of her sons, even if sN/is-_. 

not entirely unique, will compare favorably with any countnl- ' 

in the face of the earth. Ireland has se:n.~ forth from jtOB. 

bosom o~er the widest arena of human entel'p!'i7./! ar.lt)hn: 

all the highest branches of human knowledge, 'a noble band. 

of scholars and divines, philosophers and poets, statesmen 

and warriors who challenge the admiration of the world" 

From the sixth to the ninth centut;Y of the Christian era, 

Irish missionaries swarmed in Europe to raise from the depths 

of ignorance, debasement and shame, the benighted heathens 

of France, Germany, England and Scotland, and these stran

gers by their piety, devotion and, zeal exercised a powerful 

influence on the destiny of Europe. Many of these noble 

pioneers of European civilization, gathered round the throne 

of Charlemagne, eager for metaphysic combat and foremost 

in all literary toun;taments, became the supple and po~er
ful instruments of the civilization he sought to promote. 

As great soldiers, Irishmen have gained immortal laurel~ . 

both at home and abroad. On the . bloody 'fields, of 

Clontarf, Aughrim, Blackwater and Limerick, on the . ram

parts of Lafelt, the. slQlles of ~ontenoy and on the plainlf 
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of Raucoux, Luzara, Embrun, and Cremona, their fiery dash 

~nd matchless onset told fearfully on their enemies. In 

literature, art and politics, Ireland contributed some of the 

greatest men who adorn English History. From Ireland came 

-forth those noble poets Goldsmith and Moore, the artists 

'b.r~eady and J!.Iaclise, and Tyndall who is now enlighten. 
, i 
, ~ ,ihe youths of England in the paths of scieI!ce. It was 

cland too that produced that noble array of administra. 

1h and orators whose memories are embalmed in the ~n-
- _1)f" theroar, the senate and the tented field." The glori

ous achievements of Wellington and Wellesley, the wisdom 

of Castlereah, the magnificent geniuS of . Palmerstone, the 

Demosthenic fire of Gratt~1l and Plunkett, the noble patri

otism' of Shiel, the comprehensive mind of Flood, the splen--
< 

dor of Bushe, the learning of Bull, the noble eloquence of 

Burke, the unrivalled pursuasiveness of Sheridan, the more 

than mortal energy of O'Connell and last though not the 

least, the rare combination of the gentleman and the Ruler 

il).Lord Mayo,' will be treasured up for ever in the grate

ful r.emembraI),ce of the British people, long after their island 

home s~ould have become a summer resort, a curiosity 

to visit, fQr tl)e children of the ,great Angl~axoI), republics 

tp,at are now growing !lP in the New aI),d Southern Wodds. 

The Right Honorable RICHaRD SOURTHWELL BOURKE, Sixth 

Earl of MAyo in the peerage of Ireland, Viscount Mayo of 

lIonycrower, Baron Naas of Naas Co Kildare, the late Viciroy 

and Governor General of India. K. P. G. M. S. 1. was 
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born in Dublin on the 21s~ of February 1822, the 'very day' 

of the month in which fifty yeam afterwards, his murdered 

corpse WIU'I borne ill mOllrnf\ll proeession through· the streets 

of Calcutta to be placed on board the Daphne wllich wall 

to carry it to its laat restillg place in the Briti$h Isles. His 

Lordship belonged too the noble and illustriowi house of Clanri- . 

earde, said to haTe derived their lineage from the old Vis-_, 

wunts BoW"ke of Mayo, bu.t the representation of that faml- . 

lY is now vested in Aylmer Bourke Lambs Esq. of Boy tOil 

Co. Wilts, Vice-President of the Linreall Society. John 

Bourke the third son of David BoUrke Esq. 'of Monycrower 

Co. Mayo, was. a Captain o! Horse' under the Marquess of 

Ormonde during the troubles of Ireland in :1641, at the ter

mination of which he took up his abode at Kill Co. Kildare 
• 

and married Catherine, the accomplished daughter of Mr. Fay 

and niece of Sir Paul DavYs.Lord Mayo was the eldest son of 

Hon. J. Bourke, fifth Earl of Mayo and of Anne Chai·lotte, 

the only daughter of Hon. John Jocelyn of Fair Hill Co. 

Louth, the third son of the first· Earl, of Roden. His grand

father, Right Reverend Richard Bourke was the Lord Bish.op 

of Waterford a.nd Lismore and married Frances, second 

daughter of the most Reverend Jtobert Fowler, Lord Arch

hishop of Dublin !lnd his great grang,father, the Jhird ~Earl 

of Mayo (whodiec! in 1794 after enjoying the Earldom only 

for two years) was for a long period Lord Archbishop of ' 

Tuam; so that Lord f)1uo was trebly connected with the 

former dignitaries of the Irish Church. 
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LORD MAyo was educated in the Trinity College Dublin 

where he graduated himself as Master of Arts in 1851 and 

latterly he received from the University of Dublin, the 

Honorary Degree of L. L. D. AB a boy, his Lordship was re

marked for his intelligence and amiability and gave ample indi

cations of that right royal nature which afterwards received 

its fullest developement. Young Bourke combined habits of 

deep study with active observation in an unusual degree 

and although trebly connected with the dignitaries of the 

Irish Church, he displayed very little ~aste for the clerical 

profession, but the ecclesiastical influences of his early life 

were somewhat "evangelical ". 

After finishing his University education, LoRD MAyo travel

led in the Continent. l!e wrote an admirable work entitled 

St. fetersburgh and Moscow if. which displays the marvel

lous acuteness with which he' surveyed the "scenes and poli

tical institutions in the capital of the Czar. It has been 

justly remarked that this book of the youth of twenty-four 

contains Lord Mayo in miniature. There is evident an 

in.tense love" of sight-seeing marked by great powers of obser

vationand by accuracy and judgment in recording the 

l·esUltS of that observation. Mr. Bourke then had only a 

• "St. Pdt:r8burgh and M08C01D, a Visit to the <;:~ of the Czar
By Richard Southwell Bourke Esq. In Two Volumes ·;tondon ; Colburn 
1846". In itself the Book is well worth perusal sa a lively and interest
ing discussion of Russia and Russian question V1 1845. In the light 
of India in the paat three years, it is a book full of new meaning to all 
who would read aright the ~ter of the lam?nted Governor Gen~ 
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distant prospect of succeeding to' the .Earldom. HiS uncle 

the Earl though without issue, was a vigorous old widower. 

Beyond opening to him the best society in London and 

on the Continent when he set out on his trav~ Richard's. 

expectations seem in no way to have affected his character . 

unless for good. 

LoRD MAYO at the age of twenty-three, while pl~ Mr. 

Richard Southwell Bourke "on the evening of the Derby 184:5", 

a period when the Russian Empire was little known to the Bri

tish Publio, II driven neither by superabundan~ of love nor 

8cantiness of money-the causes which so often in the present 

day send young gentlemen on their tra~els" left London to 

travel in the Continent. Sailing to Hamburgh. he crossed 

to Lubeck and there took the Steamer for St. Petersburgh,: 

In his Book he notices with peculia!- felicity all points. of im

pOrtance from the Hanseatio Lea"oue and the conquests of Na

poleon to the rationalism of the Lutheran Church and -the 

appearance of the people. Mr. Bourke was enable!! through 

his letters of introduction to study to the best ad~tag!:' 

Russia and her people. Alike at St Petersburgh and .Mos

cow, but especially in the villas of the Neva Islands. near the 

former to which the nobility retired in,summer. he saw cons

tantly the best Russian society. He lived for a few days at 

Court and . had several interviews with the then mysterious 

and dreaded Nicholss, ~ drswing whose picture the young 

Bourke painted the Lord Mayo. Viceroy of India. .. Towering 

over every one in the room, his well-proportioned figure glided 
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my philosophy, I will decidedly go to London next year if 

possible." 

It is evident from the Book that he made himself fully ac

quainted with the people, in the land of his sojourn so far as 

he could with his thorough knowledge of the French. "While 

coming to the conclusion, and proving it by repeated fact and 

authentic anecdote, that De Custine's scandals abut Russia and 

its Court were in many respects baseless, he does not spare the 

real abuses of the system of Government-the corruption of the 

officials and consequent absence of justice; the want of any 

approach to that representative system which Catherine did 

not persevere in carrying out; and serfdom with all that it 

involved. Written in 1846 his remarks on the last are spe

cially marked by a statesmanlike foresight and a keen philan

thropy." Little did he dream, when in his youthful enthu

siasm he wrote the following remarkable passage, that in the 

Providence of God, he himself was one day to wield a sceptre 

over 200 millions of varied nationalities and creeds-in an 

office which presents a remarkable resemblance with that of the 

Czar. "What knowledge, what courage, what penetration, what 

self-command it must require to successfully wield so Godlike a 

power! On the breath of the Czar hangs the welfare or the 

misery of millions,. on his word depends the very existence 

of nations; so pious a man as the present Emperor is said to 

be, must often consider with awe the account he will have one 

day to render to the King of kings." Since the assassination, 

these words have a new solemnity. The passage 011 the serfs 
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mns thus, and it is also a good example of the writer's style; 

After refen'ing to the efforts of the Empress Catherine, and 

meeting the argument drawn from the sudden emancipation 

of our West India Negroes he says :-" Until the children of 

the soil be free, Russia may vainiy hope to possess the pre

p~nderance in the scale of nations that her vast territory en

titles her to. She may conquer the effeminate Persian, or by 

the aid of her enormous armies keep enslaved Poland in sub-
. jection; she may march her hosts of serfs to extend her al

l'eady too wide domains, or to starve the gallant Circassian 

into amenity to her power;' but never will the nations of 

Europe feel that the clutch of the Black Eagle is to be feared, 

that her armies when met by equal numbers are to be dread

~d ; never will the wealth of other lands find its way in due 

proportiorl to the traaers of the North; or will one thou

sandth part of the gigantic resout\leS of this mighty empire 

he developed till the slave is free ... Endowed with many great 

national qualities the Russian serf is in every way worthy of 

freedom. He combines Oriental quickness and versatility of 

talent with some of the hardy virtues of the North; and 

though partaking more of Asiatic than European character, 

in him is to be found many of the elements of national great-

. ness. . The blindness of the. rulers may still endeavour to 

Io!ontinue this horrid system, but let them beware of a nation 

one day springing into existence ... Uneducated, unrestrained 

arid unfit for self-Government, be would riot on the ruins of 

former greatness, a.n.d anarchy would deluge the fair cities of 
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Russia. Terrors such as these are to be averted only by mnd 

and judicious Government, and by a determination on the 

part of the rulers to recognize tlie just rights of man. . Gra. 

dually and surely might the great work be carried on, chang. 

iiJ.g" by custom what custom has established and altering laws 

by laws; the work would be ·grand; theconseqtience, the 

'dawn of the greatness of Russia~ T~ough Europe might 

justly dread the tenfold augmentatioll bf her giant neigh

boUr'~ power,she'would with admiration behold a nation Iii-

. berated without the effusion of a drop of blood,and freedo~ , 

doubly blessed from being freely bestowed ..•• Visiollary 

all this may be and many may consider :it a dream of 

boyish folly; but I despair not of living to see 

Russia free; and though it is absolutely necessary to .the 

well-being of the whole nation' that the revolution should 

be the work of tIme and the result of years of preparation j 

though at present the horizon of hope seems as . dark to the 

poor serf as in the earliest periods of the empire, yet still 

I know that feelings will spread, and that· the spirit of 

freedom which is daily gainillg ground iII. every corner 'of 

Europe will, in' spite of police and . passports, eIl~er the 

dominions of the Czar. Let them' meet it if they can,

oppose it if they dare !" 

In describing life in the Islands of the Neva he is jovial 

enough, as we might expect a young Irishman to be, till he 

even records that "ali! games, the ,dallce and song chased 

each o\11er ~ll quick succession,.a certaiJ?- IShy YQun$ gel!tleman 
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of my intimate acquiantance, found himself entel'taining thp, 

company with a jig to "Pa~dy O'Rafierty" on. the captain's 

speaking trumpet 1" But this is only by the way and we 

soon find ourselves in an intelligent discussion of Russian 

trade and condemnation of Russian monopolies. Finally, ill 

the simplest and most unconscious way, we are permitted to 

see the warmth of the '!riter's friendships and his u'Usty 

loyalty to his friends. His Russian Experience was a prepara

tion for his Indian success. Underlying both we see the 

same 'characteristics which caused that success, though his 

Indian career developed a new power which no subordinate 

position could draw out-the power of choo!!ing the best men 

for the service of the Empire. This he shared with Lord Dal

ho~sie and with his own great countryman, Lord Wellesley. 

After finishing his ~tudies and travels, in order to acquire 

that habit of work which is essential to the success of It 

statesman, Mr. Bourke began his official career as a gentleman 

of the bed-chamber to Lord Heytesbury who occupied the high 

office of the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland from July 1844 to 

July 1846, and who was in 1835 appointed Governor-General 

of India by Sir Robert Peel but was superseded by Lord 

Auckland ori the change of Ministry-a precedent which was 

strongly brought forward by his political opponents as 

justifying Mr. Gladstone's recalling him from India. In 1847. 

Mr. Bourke first entered Parliament being elected M. P. 

for KILDARE, on avowed Protectionist pl'inciples and sat ·un

interruptedly COl' that County till . March 1852, when he 
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vacated his seat on being appointed Chief Secretary for lre" 

land on the formation· or 1.ord:Derby"s first admmistratioIl, 

He did not proceed to a new election at KILDARE but waEi 

returned for the borough of CoLERAINE at the general elee

tion or July 1852, and continued, in his office as Chief 

Secretary for Ireland till December of that year which 

witnessed the beginninga.n:d end of the short-lived Dez:.by 

administration. On accepting office, hew~ sworn a. member 

of the Privy Council, being then known as Lord Naas, his 

father havingsuficeeded tQ the' Earldom of Mayo by the 

demise of his uncle, in May 1849; when his son assumed 

one of the junior titleS appertaining to that Earldom. 

Lord~Mayo married on the 31st October 1848,' BLANCHE 

JULIA, third daughter of Colonel George Wyndham ot. Pe~~ 
worth House Sussex, who was created Lord Leconfield in 

1859, and by her had a numerous family. Of LoRD MAyo's 

brothers it may be' mentioned that the Right Honorable 

Robert Bourke, a. barrister of the Middle Temple, and author 

of a work entitled Parliamentary Precedents, married in 1863; 

the Lady Susan Georgiana Ramsay, elder daughter of the 

late Marquess of Dalhousie K T., the distinguished Governor

General of India.. Another brother, the Honorable and Rev. 

George Wingfield Bourke, isa son-in-law oUhe late Dr. Long

ley, Archbishop of Canterbury, in whose family he was domes

tic Chaplain. It may be still fresh in the memory of Olll' 

readers that Honble J Bourke M. P~ His Lordship'iI brother 

paid a visit to India, and was entertained right royally by 
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the Chiefs of Cashmere, Jeypore, Hydrabad and other Native 

states he visited. He received the sad intelligence of his bro

ther's assassination just when he was about to leave for England 

to narrate the pleasant reminiscences of his journey to his 

family and friends. Lord Naas represented Coleraine till 

march 1857, when he was returned for the English bo

rough. of COCKERMOUTH for which he sat uninterruptedly 

till his appointment to the Indian Viceroyalty, his seat in 

the House of Commons being unaffected by his succession 

to the peerage in 1867, the Irish Earldom of Mayo not 

conferring a right to sit in the Upper House, though his 

father was a. representative Peer for Ireland from June 1852, 

till the date of his death. Lord NAAS was a.,0'3.in Chief Secre

tary for Ireland in Lord Derby's second Ministry from Febru

ary 1858 to June '1.859, and was re-appointed to the same 

office in June 1866, when he was honored with a seat in 

Lord D(lrby's Cabinet which he had not occupied in his Lord

ship's previous administrations. During Lord MAYO's tenure 

of the Irish office, the history of Ireland was chequered 

by the rise and collapse of the Fenian Rebellion and to 

his name as Chief Secretary, future ages will always attach 

much ,of the credit for having made a successful stand 

against the designs of that abortive combination. No Irish

man at the head of affairs ever acted more vigorously than he 

during the troublous days of Fenianism when Ireland daily 

witnessed scenes of iinplacable' ferocity, murder, midnight 

. drillings, illegal oaths, secret societies, arms and menace 
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violence and insurrection. England had by reason her State 

Church and a bad system of land tenure, converted the enthu

iliastic people into her bitterest opponents and the pa~ which 

l:ORD MAyo took in .winning back their loyalty and respect to 

the British Crown was beset with insuperable difficulties, yet 

in the end he came triumphantly off, and the applause of an 

admiring nation and an appreciating Ministry crowned his 

efforts. The policy of " concurrent endowments" and. "level

ling up" which he recommended for the pacification of Ireland . 

and which he expound~d; ill his masterly speech on the State of 

Ireland. (Vide page 206) did not i,rtdl;ied fip-d favor with his 

political opponents bu.t the wonderfql knowledge of the subject 

displayed, rivetted the attention of Parliament for five houra 

in succession. . His political career in England was indeed a. 

decided success and the following words 01' Mr. Disrreli spoken - . . 
at a meeting held after his death to commemorate his services 

amply supports my position. " The. career of LORD MAYO, 

though we lost him if not in the prime at least in the perfec

tion of IP-!Lnhood, was by no JIleans a short one. Previous to 

his appointment to the great Viceroyalty, he had lIen'ed this 

country for 20 years in the House of OOIIUllons. Although 

he made no pretensions to those gifts which in that ,t\ssembly 

sometimes obtain prompt and dazzling SUCC(lSS for their possess

ors, yet those who were acquainted with him in early life, 

speedily recognized in Lord Mayo.qualities which would with~ 

out~ doubt have rendered his careel' there distinguished. 

When he was a private member of fa.rliament and a membe" 
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of the Opposition only, he connected himself with two most 

difficult public questions, and succeeded in carrying them both 

through the House of Commons. They were questions which 

demanded such a knowledge of detail that, generally speaking, 

only a Minister who has official information at his command 

would be presumed able to deal with them and even with that 

official information he must be a Minister in order to command 

the time which is placed at the disposition only of those in 

office in that assembly. Yet Lord Mayo, a private member 

only, and a member of the Opposition, by his complete mas· 

tery of the facts of the case in both instances, by his indomi

table perseverance, by his extraordinary vigilance, and spe. 

cially by that winnin~ manner which obtained for him the 

Hupport of many membel's who were not of his own political 

connexion, carried both those measures throngh Parliament 
.j 

succesfully, in t~e teeth of the powerful opposition of a power· 

ful Government (Cheers.) One· of the last of his measures 

was that reform in the superannuation system of the Civil 

Service which has obtained for him the gratitude of the 

whole of that powerful body. That has often been expressed, 

and the. business which calls us here to-day will give an ex

cellent opportunity to the Civil Service to show in an enduro 

.ing manner the depth and the sincerity of their sentiments. 

'l'he other me8.'!ure with which he was connected referred to 

the most important trade of his native lalld~the distillery . 

h:ade. It W8.'! by his efforts aJone that a measure was carried 

t.h~·ough Parlilmlent, .opposed by the Government of the 
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day-which I may impress upon youo is an important circum

atance in the consideration of his merits,-which; relieved t~ 

tnost important industry in ireland from oppressive fiscal re~ 
lations which were at the same time most injurious to th~ 

industry. A private Member of Parliament who showed 

qua.lities of this character was a otn!l.n evidently indicated, for 

office, and in the office to which LORD MAYO, was soon prefel:'r

ed, he justified the opinions of those who had recommended 

him to the Queen. There never was a Minister of Ireland 

when he was in a subordinate position, though an, impoJ,"tant 

one, who at the same time was more sedulous and more co.n

ciliatory. ( Hear, hear.) It had been rashly stated before 

his appointment that the office of Chief Secretary to the 

Lord Lieutenant was a. mere sinecure,. but while LORD JrIuo 

(then Lord Nus) held that office, there was not ..in any de_ 

partment bf the State a more busy, or more usefully busy 

office. During the time that he filled. that post,. he passed a. 
variety of measures, which though they were not of a charac

ter which excited public passions, were immensely useful ,to 

the Iri~h people. None of them have been repealed, ,and all 

of them are recognized as subjects of practical benefit to thfIJ 

country. But the great opportunity of exhibiting th'e high 

qualities ~hich he possessed was first offered when he· was 

adverse to the Cabinet at a period when the Government of 

Ireland was a subject of imperial anxiety. We had to en
oounter, chiefly by his advice and counsel that extraordinary' 

oonspiracy against the peace of the United Kingdom which 

was concocted in a foreign land, but :which was, ~o doubt of a 
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,v~ry m"enaeiD:g character. 1n 'encountering the Fenian cons

piracy he showed qualities of a highest kind'-"Courage, vigi

lailce, firinness, and infinite resource-by his exertions prin
cipally that conspiracy was baftled; 'and what Was admirable 

1n LORD MAYO 'was 'that when he had succeeded in vanquishing 

this menace to the peace . of that country and to the power 

'of the Sovereign, h.e showed that though firin and resolute 

he was by ilatute mild and merciful. ( Hear, hear.) . Panic 

-lIever drove hun into 'precipitate severity." 

When the D'israli Ministry was oli the eve onts dissolution, 

_,'. tumour got -abroad in the Clubs of London that Lord 

MAYO \vas abo~t to accept the Governor~General-ship of Ca

'il.ada~ rumourwhich did not excite much concern ; but when 

it was authoritatively ,'stated in the "Gazette" that his 

'Lordship had been -appointed to the splendid office of the 

GOverntir·General of India,' then rose a ,storm ,~f opposition 

from his political 'opp~nents' which could not easily be ap

peased. Theappohit~ent was declared to be a most. in

defensible party job. His supposed ignorance«- of India was 

~ Punch wrote a funny dialogue anent Lord Mayo's ignorance of 
Indian affairs. In reply to a query, from the head of a deputation 
of Indian gaols as to whether he is aware of the nature of the 
gaol system of India, Lord Mayo answel'!l ;-

"1$ it aware. In course I am ...... A polioeman which they call 
a dacoity, takes hold of an offender, or chuprasse, olaps poojammaa 
'on" his Wrist, 'and sllews him his warrant or putuUynautch. Then 
ho lugs him off to the Begum, or as you justly remark, ga<:>l, and 
delivers him Over to the adjutant or gigantio crane, until he s:an be. 

, bronght to brandy pawnee which means trial. If he satisfies the 
Deputy Superintendent, residential agent, that he is nutkut or 
innocent, he is liberated, on payment of nineteen pice, which is 
equal to seven and six pence; but if, on the evidence of two bangles, 
he'is fou'n'd 'guilty, he is looked .up in a jemader, until he can be 
brought before the Supreme Court of the Himalayas." 
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made the basis of much ridicule and many res1iSlct~ble 

journals &'l'avely recommended Mr. Gladstone, to recall. the 

Conservative Viceroy-a recommendation w,hic1;i. the liberal 

~remier, to his honor he it said, deqlined to act upon. The 

verdict of impartial history on this matter wiUl1a.tbM': btl 
won the djstinction fairly and hone~tly~woll by no Un~ 

worthy arts of time-serving Btratage~. \n~t I!>chieve4.. 1:>Y I!hee:r 

force of power, energy and genius. When Mr. DiBrali 

oft'ered Lord MAYO the Indian Viceroyalty, he did not 

at once accept the coveted Prize; Rcould not he expected 

that he would easily leave the dear companionship ·Of 

num.erous friellds of both parties and' the deiights of home 

for five years'- exile in a tropical OliOlf;l which. ~~4 prov.e~ 

fatal to more than ~nE! ot b,jli pred~cess<>.rs:. Jt, WIUI. at t1;i.e ur-. ' 

gent solicitations of tM Premier that. ~ consented tl'} 
I ... . 

the sacrifj.Qe, S4J.ce h.e acce:p~ed the hig,Ii office he ,s~ent 
the w~ole 01 his time, i~ s,t1!dying Indian q:uestions and 

hlessed l!<S he '78.1$ witb !I- wonderru~:y C},uick i,ri.tellectu.al gras~, 

he was e~hled when embar~i,Ilg for India~by a fe~ mo~ths' 

(Lssiduity to- apquire a knowJe,d~e of ihe ~tri~ate problems 

of Indian po¥tics, such ~s woUld ,do ~redit ~o ~ J~dtan Se
cretary who had worked out his tet:m, in the Ip.dia of.llc!J. 

llaving ~a!1e (Ldie~ to' h.~s n~I:!lel'9u~ r~~ti<?n,s, ap.~ fi:ieii~. be

fore em.h9,f~l!-ti9I;1.he deliv:ereq hi~ f~~w~n s~~~cq t~ tb,e Elec

tor, of Cocker~o1,1tA ill t1;i.e c~lJl'S~ of wb,h:h he~v~ u,tterance 

to the foU9wing ma~ly word~ whicl.l C?P~!lAd~d the. ~~pa. 

thy of a,IJ tnx.e :t3riton, witllolJt refe~e~l(j~ ~~ J>~~ po~t~C?B. 
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(t Spi~ndid as is the post and difficult as will be my dutiea, 
I go forth in full confidence and hope, God will give me 
such strength, and wisdom as will enable me to direct the 
Government of India in the interest and. for the welfare of 
the -millions' committed to our care. In the performance of 
the task I ask no favor, let me be judged according to my 
actions, . but I know that efforts honestly made for the mainte
nance of our national honor, for the spread of civilization and 
the preservation of peace will always command the sympa
thy Ilnd suppport of my countrymen." 

Mr. Disraeli knew. well the abilities of him in whose 

hands, he ,entrusted. the destinies of 200 millions of people 

and his prediction. uttered in November 1868 before the 

Electors of· Buckinghamshire has been more than fulfilled. 

"Upon that nobleman for his sagacity, for his judgment, 
nne temper and knowledge of men, HER MAJESTY has been 
pleased to'confer the office of VICEROY of INDIA and as VICE
ROY OF INDIA, I believe he will earn a reputation that his 
country will honor ~nd that he has before him a career 
which' will equal that of the 1Il0st eminent GoVERNOR 

, GENERAL who has preceded him." 
, ,'\ 

LORD MAyO left England in November 1868. Land-

ing at Egypt, he accompanied.M De Lesseps and Lo~d Napier 

of Magdaia to . inspect the then unfinished Suez Canal and 

unlike the generality of Englishmen, he expressed his strong 

conviction, that it was no " visionary projeot," but one which 

was destined to confer immense benefit to the commerce 

between Europe and Asia. 

On his way down the Red Sea, he received an enthusiastic 

reception at Aden, where the Native and European residents 

presented hi'xD. with an Address to . which His Lordship reo 

turned a suitabie reply (vide Appendix). He spent a day in 

examining the fortilicatiollll. With the spendid festivitietl of 



( ~9 ) 

the 4o.y h~ ,d.i~ n\?t forget the cla.im\l of the poorj a;udJ)er.or~ . ~. " 

leaving that r,ocky settlelIlent, he left arurse for distributt~n 

among them. He arrived at Bombay on. the 19th.Dece~-
" 

l:>er 1868 and the welcome he received from all ranks of t~e 

people in the capital of the Western Presidency was not. the 

less warm. _ He remained there about ten days, "spend 

ing his whole time in making himself acquainted with 

the people and the city, in visiting BaiTacks and Jails. and 

Schools and Cotton presses,. reviewing troops and receiving 

deputations." All classes of the population vied with each 

other to do him honor. He visitedPoona. the ancient 

capital of the PeishwaS and was much interested, ini;he 

acute and quick intellectual bearing of ~he Marhatta ov~r. 

whom priestcraft and liuperstitiondomineered with far greater 

tyranny than over his brethern of BengaJ. Having reiunied 

to Bombay he took a coasting trip in the Malabar to tlie 

Beypore terminus of the Madras Railway whence the iron 

_ horse bore him off to Madras where a magnificent re

ception awaited him. A :M:adras Journal thus writes about 

the impression then made by the new VICEROY. 

"Lord MAYO then presented decidedly a. prepossessing 
exterior, and his face was that of a good-natured, able and 
firm man, in the prime of mental and physical strength. 
He reminded some_what of the late Sir Robert Peel Person
nal appearance is a matter of no small consequence' in a.n 
Indian Viceroy and in Lord Mayo's case this' isadde4' to 
a stature above that of the average Englishman. Lord 
MAYO looked in short a ready and capable man of whom 
,high expections might be formed." 

His Lordship arrived at Calcutta Qn' the 12th Januar.r 
1869, an\i took the usual oath of his ofij.ce •. ~othing co::uld 

" . , • .J 
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exceed the JOYous outburst of all claases of Calcutta. 800iety 

who flocked towards the Government House to welcome 

the' new Viceroy. Even now after the terrible events connect

ed with his untimely end, memory calls IIp in sad contrast 

the scene of his gay -landing when amid the booming of 

cannoi!s mingled with the joyous shouts of the spec~tors, 

he landed from Sonamookee at the Chandpal Ghaut. The 

public bodies of Calcutta no sooner Lord MAYO had enjoyed 

a few days' rest, presented him Addresses of welcome (vide 

Appendix) and his replies to them were marked with such 

, honesty and outspoken liberality, that they inspired hope of 

-an -unprecedentedly successful administration. To the 

Calcutta Chamber of Commerce he said :-

. " I can assure you that no man entered upon the office of 
the Governor Genera' under a deeper sense of responsibility, 
or a fuller appreciation of the magnitude of the interests 
which by the favor of my SovetJign have been committed to 
my care" 

Lord 'MAyo began his Indian work with a through con

sciousness of the magnitude of the responsibily attached to 

it. He did not enter a path strewn with roses, but one thickly 

beset with thorns and briers. He directed his first attention 

towards his Foreign Policy "which has been universally 

declared to be a brilliant ,success." Since the establishment 

of the British rule in India, the foreign relations of the Go

vernment of India. with its Feudatories and Chiefs as well as 

with the semi-barbarous states tha,t are- countenninous with 

our borders, were never more satisfactory. His vigor, saga.

city, and roretho~ht displayed in the solution of the in-
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teroa.tional questions," have left marked effects ~ be1o~d 

the limits of I~dia and have in1luenced the counsels even' of 

that great European power which shares with England domi

nion in Asia.." His grand aim w&S'" to establish with all our 

frontier states intimate relations of friendship; to make them, 

feel that we have no desire to encroach on their authority but 

on the contrary our earnest desire is to support their power .. 

,'1Ind maintain there nationality" and by assuring them that tne 

days of Annexation were past, create outworks of- the Empire 

which in times of trouble might be of immense service. 

The territories that lie beyond our N orth Western Frontiel' 

had always been from remote ages, scenes of anarchy.and 

bloodshed, of intestine broils, revolutions an:d dynastic changes 

of which we vainly look for a parall~l in the civilized coun
tries ot this type. Mr. Stra.chey j~tly remarks :-

" This . chronic state of turbulence and disorder de
structive of ancient land-marks,and boundaries and pro- ' 
ducing onlyweakn~ss and disintegration both provokes' 
and invites annexation. ,It ruins commerce, destroys the 
productions of the soil, scares away peaceful traders 
who have an interest in the preservation of order and 
settled government, creates a permanent class whose inter
est it is to perpetuate anarchy and produces isolation. 
jealousy and distrust in countries that suffer from' 
its curse .... To apply a radical remedy to thes~ evils 
was the main object of Lord Mayo's, foreign policy •..• By 
assisting rulers of these states to strengthen their internal
Government and by bringing both his own personal. influence 
and the moral support of the British Government to bear in 
putting down rebellious and revolutions, he endeavoured to 
establish firm, just and merciful Government. By the en
couragement and development of trade, he hoped to break 
down the barriers which isolate those countries from 111 and 
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to cr~te poth within . and beyond our frontier a permanent 
interest in the maintenance of good order. By free and friend
ly intercommunication, he ·desired to remove that ignorance 
as to our policy and that jealousy as to our intentions which 
in past years have been so fruitful of mischief. And lastly, 
by endeavouring through frank aild amicable discussion with 
the Russian Government to secure the adoption. on their 
part of a . similar policy in the countries on the 'Russian . 
Frontier in Asia, which are subject to Russian influence, it 
was his hope that he would be instrnmental in securing some 
degree of peace and prosperity to the exhausted countries 
of Central . Asia. aud in rtlmoving the causes of disquietude 
as to the designs of England and Russia, which have been 
so prominent in the public mind in both countries." 

The Durbar he held at Umballa at the end of March 1869 

to receive the Ameer Shere Aly, Ruler of Afghanistan who after 

three years of unbroken disasters succeeded at last through 

the instrumentality of his son to defeat his rivals and 

reseat himself on the throne of Cabul, was the first 'and - . 
the most brilliant event in his administration. The' splen-

dors of such occasIons dazzle th'e Asiatic imagination 

which like the Italian, hungers for large .scenic effects,·for the 

bright, the unusual and the big. They not only delight the 

Princes and Chiefs but impress upon them the stupendous 

magnitude of Britain's power and resources in Asia.. Hence the 

Umballa Durbar had a most salutary effect both on the 

Princes and people within and beyond India. Lord MAYO 

acted his part admirably on the occasion and his address 

to 'the Afghan Ameer was as dignified as it was sincere. 

AMEER SHERE ALI KHAN. 

" In the name of Her most Gracious Majesty the Queen 
of qreat Britain and Ireland and Sovereign of India, I 



( 33 ) 

bid you Ii. hearty welcome and express to you the·· sincere 
gratification that it gives me to receive your Highness as 
the guest of the Queen." 

"I trust that this visit may be the commencementotmany 
years of amity between Her Majesty and yourself and of 
mutual confidenCli- and good will between the natives' 
which Her Majesty rules in India. and all the SUbjects. of 
your Ilighness." 

On presenting the Ameer with a Sword from aniongst the 
presents (Khillut) Lord ~Ia.yo significantly remarked. 

" I present you .with this Sword as a token of my desire 
that you m!l.y ever be victorious over your enemies in 
defence of your. just and lawful rights and the consolida.
tion of your kingdom." 

. The Ameer had. evidently come over to India hoping 

for a. fixed annual subsidy. and for a Treaty laying the 

British Government under an obligation to support . 

. in any emergency the Afgan ~vernment represente,d 

in himself and his desoendants only. To these exorbitant 

iemands LORD MAYO did not accede, yet he sent the 

AJlEER back, a staunch and devoted ally to the British power. 

In, assuring him of British support generally his Lordship 

remarked:-

"I earnestly trust that on Your Highness' return- .to 
your own country you may be enabled speedily to 
establish your legitimate rule over your entire kingdom, to 
consolidate your power, to create a firm and a merciful ad
ministration in every province of Afghanistan, to promote the 
interests of commerce and to secure peace and tranquilitY 
within all your borders. ........ 

" A1th~ngh as already intimated to you the British Govern
ment does. not desire to· interfere in the internal affairs of 
Afghanistan, yet considering that the bonds of friendship be
tween that Government and ;your HighneSli have lately ~een 
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lnore closely drawn than heretofore, it will view with severe 
displeasure any attempts on the part of your rivals to dis
t.urb your position as ruler of Cabul and rekindle civil war 
and it will further endeavo.ur from time to time by such 
means as circumstances may require, to strengthen the go
vernment of your Highness, to enable you to exercise with 
equity and with justice your rightful rule and to transmit to 
your decendants all the dignities and honors of which you 
are the lawful possessor. . 

"It is my wish therefore that your Highness should commu
nicate frequently and freely with the Government of India 
and its officers. on all subjects of public interest and I . can -
assur.e your Highness that any representation which you may 
make will alwa.ys be treated with consideration and respect. 

" By these means and by the exercise of mutual confidence, 
I entertain well grounded hopes that the most friendly rela
tions between the British Government and that of your 
Highness may ever be maintained to the advantage of the 
subjects both Q£ Her maJesty the Queen a.nd of your High~ 
ness." 

When the news ofthe AMEER'sreceiption at Umballa reach

ed Russia, considerable alarm a.n<J. excitement prevailed in 

the court of the Czar. But the mission of Mr. Forsyth to 

Russia soon called forth mutual explanati,?ns and elicited 

from the Czar the declaration of his intention to adhere to 

.. peaceful line of Policy. 

LORI> Muo's dealings . with the Chiefs and FeuQ .. 

t.oriell of Hindustan were marked, by a friendly geniali

ty never witnessed bel ore. In the annals of British 

Government, at no period was the government of Illdia more 

loved and admired, never perhaps was the personal influence 

of a Viceroy more deeply and tangibly felt in the Native 

Courts than was the case during L<!rdMAYO's rule. 'fWe have .. 
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-all seen'for ourselves" says Strachey "iheconfidence which his 

genial, frank and manly bearing inspired. lIe did more than any 

other VICEROY to convince the Chiefs that the days of· 

Annexation were past for ever.", He did indeed· interfere in 

. cases of gross mismanagement in the interest of the subjects 

of Native states, as inthe case of Ulwur 'where oppression 

rebellion, vice, waste or extravagance, called for .his 

decisive intervention. We see also' in the Durbarspeeches 

how deeply anxious was his Lordship to remove the first 

ana the last cause of mis-government in many Na.tive 

States-Ignorance' of the densest kind, and 'the foundation 

of the College at Ajmere to train the future :Rulers I)f' 

Rajpootana will ever be linked with honor to his name, 

and the distant generatio ns of Rajpoot N obles,armed with 

knowledge to play their proper pan. with the' British Go-
vernment and their own subjects will bless his Lordship' &S. 

the noblest. and truest of their benefactors. 

When LORD MAYo laniied in Inaia, the country was groan· 

ing under a heavy financial deficit which had gone o~ increas~ 

ing year after year in spite of the efforts. of English econom. 

ists who were sent out, to bring order, out of chaos, to 'se

cure Government from a 'threatened insolvency and cur-' 

t8.i1 as much as possible extravagance in expenditure which in 

individuals as well as i.n Governments is the sure precursor:of 

ruin. The Viceroy spared no pains, and even' sacrificed for. a 

time all his popularity to restore the balance and to make 

both ends meet. All the luxuries with some of the necessaries 
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of a beneficent government were retrenched to meet the income. 

LORD MAYO handled the· sheanr of Retrenc:hment without 

reference to mens feelings-,-mindful alone of the duty he 

owed to the country. Hered,uced the Army Exp~nditure by 

half a. million without m!l.teri.ally diminishing its strength. 

When he assumed the reins of Govemment,hefound a startling 

deficit of £1600,000 but before the hand or" the assassination 

had sent him to his rest, he had restored the financial equil

ibrium of the Empire on a sound and satisfactory basis by a 

.wise adjustment of income and expenditure. Referring to 

this subject he said" we thought that the honor and credit of 

the Empire was at stake-'-We took the severe and in m6st cases 

the objectionable course of ordering extensiv~ reductions in 

expenditure and of increasing "the burdens of the popu

lation in the middle 0:& the year." "Remember"heused to say 

to those about him "you have played your l~st card j such 
. i 

a. step as this c,!-n never be taken again." 

In his Despatch to the Sccretary of state of 20th Septem
ber 1869, he assured the Duke of Argyll, "that,.notwith
standing th~ somewhat gloomy picture we have been obliged 
to draw, the general !\.Spect of affairs inspires us with the 
fullest confidence in the future prosperity of India. 
We entertain no apprehension of foreign invasion or 
domestic disturbance. For all purposes of defence and 
for the preservation of peace, our military and police 
organizations are strong and efficient. The splendid re~e
nue of the Empire is contributed by a population which com
pa.red with that of other countries, is lightly taxed. As was 
proved by the success of our late loan, the credit of India 
never stood higher. The enriching and civilizing effects of the 
great Railway and Irrigation works· which have, within the 
lut t':Venty years, been constructed are beginning to be felt 



throughout the length and breacJ:th' of the land. By the biesslJ,e 
ingof Providence' with' ,the reasonable and :plentiful rainfall, 
.of the last few weeks, all danger of Famine, and of the conti
n'uance of the late' severe' distress has passed. away. The)f 
steady rise wh~ch has taken place hi the value 'oflabour must' 
ere long materially increase ~he wealth and cont!'lntment, of 
the people. With us then, it, rests by careful adlriinistration 
and by astrict adherence 1;othqse' simple, rules of prudence 
and economy which in the conduct of the affairs alike of nations 
Rnd individuals are indispensable to the attaii1metit of safety 
and success, to use to the utm'Ost extent for,the benefit of the 
people the mighty resoures of this great Empire." 

Under LOllJ) MAYO'S administrati~nthe Policy of Decentrali
!lation was vigorously carried out in the Government of Il~dia_ 

It was a policy 1Vhich made .over a certain income to Local 

Governments wherewIth they were required to regulate thei!:: 

local expenditllre and left them~ subject to certain general rule£{ 

and'col).ditions, the responsibility of managing their own local' 

affah·s. 'The worlPng of the Poli~y proved' a complete suc

cess and the ~ocal Governmellts since the intro<luction of, this ' 

poijcy-"the date of their financial emancipation"-have worked 

Oil with entire satisfaction by effecting a 'sa.ving for future 

years. "The system" remarks Sir J, Strachey,'" will doubtless 

be further improved and, developed, but the honor of practi . 

cally inaugurating it, belongs to LORD MAYO and it will~ 

re main one of the most important monwnents of his admisiri 
tration." 

To LoRD :MAyO the'Indian- reproductive ,workS! owe 

an impetus they never had before. Iii spite of the un

fortunate 1Juhealthy state of the fillan:ces, he did not through 
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Q;ae economy starve works of real utility. He desired spe 

rally to connect the great Capitals of Central and Western 

r,ldia by Railway and to bring to the marts of commerce, the 

rich and valuabfe products of those territories. Hence the 

introduction of the State Railways"~n NativeStates,........especi" 

~lly toHydrabad, the capital of the NlZAM; to Indore, the 

Capital of the Maharajah HOLKAB and to the states of Raj. 

pootana, points out to a bright futUre for those countries. 

IRRIGATION occupied much of his attention. Just whe~ 

Lo~ lIuyo landed in India, the beautiful country of ORISS~ 

presented an aspect of desQlation occasioned by the terrible 

Famine which had then decimated her population. He found 

that a healthy systeIIi of Irrigation would to a certain extent 

prevent the recurrence of the dire cal~ity when again he\lo' 

vens b~came brass and earth iron. He sanoiQlled the Orissa . ..... . . 

a.nd Godavery lrrigation works and other similar under~ 

takings all over the country too nUmerous to menion. 

;In the matter of Education LORD MAYO'S views appear to 

have been generally misunderstood. His ~olicy was not, as 

has been misrepresented, intended to discourage High Educ~ 

tion in the country. While fully alive to the necessity of rais~ 

illg the condition of the dumb millions-those hewers of wood 

and drawers of water-by elementary education, nothing was 

fllrtherfrom his thoughts than to withhold his support from 

the system of High Education which has ,enabled India to com· 

pete in the IIrana of ,intellect with the most civi1i~e4 natioAA 



bf EUl"op'e. While he believed the vernacular' ~I> ue the 
\ 

most potent instrument for the ~ducation of the masses,-l 

never thought that the highest training to the youth of 
India could be secured through· any other medium· than 

that of the English. in the cause of Mahomedan Edu

cation he took a especial 'interest. He saw that the 

'Vast .Ma.homedan population of India, unlike their ancestors 

at Bagdad, Egypt and. Cordova, who sat at the feet of Greek 

Professors and helped to preServe Classic Literature in Eu

rope, .looked with little favor on foreign culture and were 

therefore far behind their Hindoo fellow-subjects. ,Hence 'the 

additional encouragement he gave to the Persian. and Arabic 

Literature without. infringing the 'principle of th~ old 

Education Policy, to attract a }arge,numbtlr of Mahomedan 

youths to GoverIlDlent Madrissahs~. As Chancellor of the . 

Calcutta University htl kept a vigilant eye over' the deli- . 

berations of the Syndicate. 

After his arrival in Calcutta he addressed the assembled stu

dents in a thoroughly honest and practical speech which gave 

rise to ,high expectations which had he been spared a little 

longer, would have been completely realized. Mr. E.' c. 
Bayley, Vice-Chancellor of Calcutta University and Secretary 

to the Government of India, ill the Home Department, in hi~ . . 
annual speech at the Convocation of ,iS72, took. occasion 
to refer to LORD Muo'sEducational Policy in this oountry, 
in the following deservedly complimentary terms:- ' 
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"It is, I think, only befittiug this pIacEl" and this occa
sion,· that r should ' dwell 'for a little space on the 
significance oC' LORD:MAYo's connection with this University, 
and I trust tha,t you will give me your attention, while I 
endeavour however imperfectly, to do justice to it. 
'Varmly intereSted: in the general cause of education and 
ip its extension in the widest possible lIlanner' to all classes 
01' the community, LO~D MAYO took especial interest in the 
success of higher class education, particularly as it is 
represented by .this University. It was almost his first 
public act, after his assumption of offi<;e in 1869, to attend 
and to address the Convocation of that year, and it was his 
wish, ifhe bad beenspo.red to do so, to take the opportunity 
of this very meeting to explain publiclY and broadly the 
views which the Government of India entertained on thEl" 
subject ofhigb English education-views which he felt had 
been unjustly interpretro and very widely misunderstood. 
How valuable such an authoritative exposition of the policy 
.of Government would have been, those know best who 
knew how catholic, how wise, how· prudent were his 
counsels, how fitin and just his acts. But while thus 
indicating , his desire- publicly to identify himllelf with 
the action of the Uh~er8ity, I may be permitted to add 
that his interest was not confined. to these public occa
sions, but that almost very gJ.'l}at question which during 
llis period of office has come under the consideration 
of the Syndicate, was privately discussed and considered 
by him. Except its great fOlmder, LoRD CANNING, I 'am 
sure that no Chancellor has taken so earnest an interest in 
the welfare of the University, as LORD MAYO. 'I need 
!Scarcely say, however, that his attention Wal;! not COIl

fined to one 91ass, or to one form of education alone. It is 
not possible to'do full justice to-day even to this portion of the 
late Viceroy's, policy; but I may, perhaps, be allowed to 
refer to one partic\llar instance whicl;1. now unfortunately 
possesses a peculiar signilicance. In regard to the special 
question of the encouragement of education among the 
Mahomedan,llommunity, it is, I believe not generally known 
that LORn MAYO took the most active· and lead
ing part.· It is perhaps no longer any breach of confi-
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denoe to say that he himself, first drew attentiou - to ·oilri! 
subject, and that the resolution of Government in _ whioh it 
was ,recently discussed, and to which J have already allude:!, 
proceeded word for word from his pen; nor need I, nerhaps 
hesitate to add that in other lhor~ general measures, intended 
.,r the benefit of the Mahomedaus he took an equal interest, 
and that this portion of the oommunity -have lost in him not 
only a most powerful but a most' sill cere friend. The one
oousolatory reflection which remp -'0 us is, that sach an 
example -and its influenoes oann~ , lolly die. I am sure
that I may aver with a oonfident oelief that not even the 
terrible oatastrophe whioh out short LORD MAYO'S career will 
be permitted to interrupt his benevolent intentions. I am 
sure that those who have'enjoyed-the privilege ..of his confi
dence are far beyond any motives arising out of the. cruel act 
which took him from among them; that they ",:'1, feel it their 
highest duty to follow in his footsteps, and that they would 
feel themselves unworthy of his leadership, unworthy of the 
authority whioh they wield, unworthy of the oountry which 
they represent, if they were led by any feeling 'whatever 1;0 
deviate one iota to the right hand or the left from the gener
ous polioy which it was LORD MAYo's ~lory to initiate." 

Dr. Wilson of Bombay also bore willing testimony to the 
services which LoRD MAYO reIideredto the cause of Education 

of all classes of Her Majesty's Indian subjects. 
" He took a very sound view of our educational position in 

this oountry. I remember the anxiety which he expressed _ 
about our teaching the outside literature in oUr Universities 
in all its entirety without any eliminations in deference to 
prejudice or in deferenoe to ignoranoe .. - I know .that of late 
he showed very great anxiety also to do justioe to a class ,of 
the oommunity oomparatively neglected-I nMlan those who, 
are most accustomed to use the Persian and the Arabio 
languages. He caused. a circUlar to be 'ilent to the Uni
versities requiring.them to direct their attention to -matters 
which might induce that class of the community I have 
~"'" in my eye to come forward and mortl liberally to avail 
01·'...... :vantages ot a Europeau.. education than they have 
hither~o done." .' 
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J UT '-'- the matter of Legislation, LORD ArAYo's Viceregal career 
sa'\v the passing of many highly important· measures 
'arid it is pleasing to', see from the successive reports of 1II1e 

. Legislative Council what prominent a part he took in the dis
oussion ofpridciples involved thereip. How strenously he ma~ 

, tailled the great principles of justice and rigorous impa...>'tiality 
betwejln classes. and creeds, is seen in his speech on the 
Brahmo Marriage Bill, In concurring with the principles of 
'that Bill whose object was to enable persons who renounced 
Hinduisl!l or any other Native Religion without becoming 
Christian, to marry easily without entailing any social disabi
lities on themselves or their offspring, he said. "I am pre
pared to say that this Government wil~ never consent 
to continue a state of the law which has the effect of illl" 
posing a severe disability upon a portion of our fellow-subjects, 
going possibly to the extent of making their wives concu
bines and their children bastards and l'endering the devolution • 
of property insecure." Noble words these and the good he 
has rendered to this country ~tY his rigid and staunch 
support to this great Measure ~hich the influx of European 
thought in _ India had rendered an indispensable necessity, 

'will'be seen in the augmented social, moral and I my say 
physical well-being of the thousands which can never be 

. possible under the old, effete system of Marriage sanctioned 

'by Hilldooism. 

,,' ~uch is a brief resume of the labors to which Lord Mayo 
during his Indian Viceroyalty devoted himself. Like Nelson's 
1J.nd Wellington's his. watchword was "DUTY." N9thing 
but a deep conscientioi.ls appreciation of the heavy respon
sibility of his position could have.can·ied him onward, unmoved 
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by the voice of calUtl1ny, in his hard. though beneficent toi1!l. 
Peculiarly sensitive of public and private opinion which did 
not always smile upon him, he felt the sltresisafe-guard against 
depression and despondency in the proud consciousness _ of 
strength inherent in great and, noble natures and· which. 
opened before his prophetic vision .bright vistas of 
ultima.te success. So great was his anxiety to see evert 
thing .for himself (and 'peraonal observations gave him' 
a knowledge of tbings which he cOllld never hope to 
attain through books and official reports) that regardless 
of personal comfort he undertook :rapid journeys from one· 
end of 'the empire to the other, exciting the wonder and 

admiration or thoughtful men. 'In the early part of the. 
year 1872 the king of Siam, a potentate representing perhaps 
the most Europeanised nation iIi. Asia visited our shores and 
was received with that right roy~l hospitality which Lord 
Mayo knew peculiarly well to dispens~. Ris Lordship took 

occa.sion teo cement the bonds of political friendship with the 
Siamese King. "I trust" said Lord Mayo" that your. Majesty 
wil1 find here and during your tour throughout this great 
empire, much to interest you aud that your· Majesty's visit-

. will improve and develop thos~ fldendly relations which '11ready 
exist between the subjects of the Queen and the many mil
lions of the peopl.e over whom you exercise your kingly rule. II 

After the departure of the- king -of Siam from Calcutta 
Lord Ma.yo set· out on his self imposed though unfortunate 
mission to the Andam:tlls. His boundlc3s. acti·vity and 
untiring energy had during his 3 years of Indian service 
always m:l.nifcsted tbem3clves in a variety of way;;. His trip 
to Andamaus wa.s nQt a trip of pleasure, but a tour' of inspe~ 
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)-tio~ . ja~ed by a: ~enseof duty....-a.nearnest ~nd dee~-seated 
) desire to ~ma.kehlmsel,f :personally acquainted 'Vlth the • 

wishes and ~ants of all ciasses of Her Majesty's subjects. 
" The object of th" jOUl1ley according to Mr. Stephen, the 
Legal of the Vice regaJ Conncil :was to visit Burmah, the Anda
mans an(lOrissa; In Burmah Mr. Eden, the Acting chief com
missioner was engaged since his appointment in the conside!"
ation of a: great variety of questions of the utmost delicacy and 
importance which rendered it·advisable, among other things 
to introduce a Bill, for the reorganization of the Judicial 
System of the ,province. Lord Mayo's business in . Burmah 
was t9 study these matters for himself and to judge upon 
the spot of the propriety of the measures under consideration. 
His bnsiness at the Andaman Islands was no less importan~. 
It would be difficult .to imagine a more arduous or impor
tant task than that of the superintendent of the convict 
settlement ~here. He has almost unlimited power. He has 
great comm1.nd of lL.bor and he.has at his disposal, forest, 
fisheries and !>ther resources pf great importan~e. General 
Stewart ~ad then newly entered upbn his task and great hopes 
were entertained of his success. To visit the theatre of such 

. an' undertaking to judge with his own eyes of the prospect 
of success in its various branches, to encourage and advise 
the' person in charge of it, were just the sort of duties which 

.·could be done by Lord Mayo, as they could be done by no 
one else. His immense experience of public works of aU sorts 
and in particular of the management of labor, singularly 
qualified him to judge of the probable results of whatever 
was in hand and no one who has ever seen his hearty, cheer
ful a ppreciation of every form of vigorous action can doubt 
that his presence and advice have been an encouragement of 
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. inestiDl~ble importance to am~ s~rugg~g, . with thedit .. -
. cui ties of such .an ~del'tI).king receivi~g .letters only 
. at intervals of six weeks a~d debarred altogether from ail 

other society than that of are" official subordinates?' 

The condition of theAndamans had tor a iong s6.r1es of years 
presented a total absence orany discipline a.n<l caused thEi inost 
serious apprehension to the Governmen~of India. Tha.tco?-

vict settll?m~nt was. describe!i b'y a~ .Indian J oUmal (lS a para
dise of rum dri~king and u~imit~d idleness with the. tra.in of 
crimes to which it gives birth. "The convicts. are sa.id to have 
been in the habit of taking ip their service, the Sepoys 
who were supposed to .guard them, and were free to draw 
for a gallon of rum I!ot a time. :L'wo years ago a port Blair 
convict ",as convicted ~t Cal~utta of having afte.r oIle of 
these drinking p:mts, killed. a. fellow prisoner and he was 
recomqlended tQ mercy on the ~round that t.he crime. would, 
n()t in all probability.have becn committed'hut for the d~sgrace
ful laxity of discipline and want of proper cOlltrol over the -
convicts at Port Blair. ~he ComIllunity which fu,rnished 
the assassin of Lord Mayo lived therefore tor a long priod in a 
scene whE)re ev.ery tho.ught and. pU,rp.ose of crim,e had beeu 
allowed to .growuncl!eked and where de2<is of violence had. 
at least the sanction of the connivance or neglect of the 
au thorities. 

In Burmah, where the viceregal party first landed, thel'ewas 
a round of merriments and joy in all classes of the people. 
¥r. F;den spared neither expenses nor trouole to give 
His Exoellency a. regal welcome. From Burmah the Vice
regal party proceeded to Port Blair on the 8th Febl·uary 187~ 
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'"hat ratal day" big with the fate of Mayo and of Ind" which 

will ever be recorded in blac~ on the page ot History. 
~I Let us follow the Viceregal party as they leave the BUrnlese 
shores and speed across the sea. to those fated isles were exiled 
wretches, the foes of society, drag their doom~ and where, 
alas! a noble and precious life was to be sacrificed to a con
demned criminal's malignant revenge' A pleasant interlude; 
they sail across the dancing waves, a time ot grateful repose 
and fresh anticipation. The Andam!,-us are reached, and the 
round begins again; another, the ciosing day, is spent, like 
those which had gone before, in unflagging exertion. The sun 
is tast deciiIlirig,and now the last hour shall be given to the 
enjoyment ot nature. Vie follow the party with painful 
intet:est to the top of the hill. The Viceroy pauses there for 
a while to gaze on'the scene before him: sea-girt isles scat
tered at his feet, the western oce:m burnished, glancing in the 
setting raya. He hiS come to the Ultima Thule of the vast 
dominion over which he exercises delegated sway. Dare 
we say that he, thinks of the :¥leming millions in the great 
countries across the flood, left behind for a time, to which he 
expects so soon to return, as well as of the poor, prisoners by 
whom he is surrounded"' Perhaps also of that dear far-off 
land, nevel', alas! to be seen a.,<1!l.in; of friends who are there; 
of the royal Mistress whom he has so loyally and worthily 
served. Ah! at he gazes on that Botting sun, he little thinks 
that it is a symbol of himself, whose life sands then were 
fast running out. One moment it is pouring fourth its glory, 
the next it has disappeared: BO the brightness of his manhood 
is already on the verge of extinction in sudden night. The 
hill is descended, the pier reached, the land is behind, the 
ship near, all da1!ger seems over. And now we can well 
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understand how wearied men should relax a painful though 
needful vigilance. Ah ! fatal relaxation! A wipked eye is 
peering through the gIOQIil' tow/l.fc!s t4e spot wq~re the 
a4vanping torches cast a. luri4 light a.fOu,nd, a vigorous form 
is prouching for tqespring, Swiftly, surely, strongly, th!l 
de~th strokes are giv~Q, and that manly life is ~xtinct," 

It is believed that Lord Mayo-was alr.eadY a corpse when 
the vessel that had borne him proudly from his palace in the 
Capital of the Indian Empire but a few days bef1>re, receive.:\ 
hiql back again on the evening aithe 8th February 1812. 

All- through the night of that fatal day, An awful silence 
reigned-on board the Glasgow, and in the midst of. that silence 
were performed in the. silentest manner some of the most 
awful acts which ever full to the lot of man to perform-a post 
mortem examination and the preparation of a coffin, to pr~ 
serve on oarth all that part of man which cannot. like the 
Soul live a higher life. . But sur.passing in impressivenesl/' 
in an infinitely greater degree this awful silence and these 
awful acts was the sublime fortitude which 'was displayed by 
that remarkable woman whom the knife of the assassin had . . . 

pierced most cruelly. 

The assassin. was Spere Ali, a young; spirited, fanatical 
semi-barbarous borderer who had been nursed in sanguinary 
traditiQ~ ~nd legends of fe1!ds tribal murders far aVfay in the' 
defiles of :&.hyber-pass, a Plan 1Vho had ~elf JIlade assassina~ 

J;iOll his life-long study, and in whQIJ:!. was sapped all 'reverence 
for good gqvernment, and to 'Yho~ viqlence" a~4 br~tal out~ 
rage seemed the. natur~ course ofda~ly existence. After 
el~ding justiQe ma~y Il- tiDle, he had ll-~ last rounel 'th~ fate 
i"1!ich prillle can seldom avoid in _a -well-goyefP,.ed state,' thg 
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fate of ·a oonviot who should live far from those whom he is 
only fit to !lei\troy,'" 

.The remains of the departed Viceroy were brought to 
Calcutta: on the 17th of February and carried into Govern
ment house on the e'vening of the sanie day. The body lay 
in state ·for two d~ys in .the Throne ro;)m of the Go~ernment 
House and during those two . days people went in ninnbers 
withol).t n~ber to see all t4at could yet be seen of the good 

·and great man; On the morning of the 21st of FebrUary, 
the remains of Lord ~ayo left ·Calcutta for their last resting
VllUle'by the side of his fathll!-"S in the land of his birth. 

There is no other fact to chronicle. l3ut we shall not 
omit to ~ention one incident, which in its simple pathos 
~Ild majestic g~deur equl!ols if not sllXPasBes any instance 

. of Christian ·Charity recorded if ancient· or modern times. 
Before the assassin paid with his life what was dl).e from 
him to CivilJnst.ic~not to injured Humanity-he received 
from Lotd ~ayo's nearest and dearest relatives a telegraphic 
message in these words-' Sheie Ali, may God forgive you !'L 
a . practical exhibition in· the dal'kest hour of gloom and 
heart rending sorrow of that divine law of forgiveness to· 
enemie!! so difficult to obey in this world like ours. 

* The assa.'lSin is 30 years of age, strong and well made. He"is a Khy_ 
beree of the Kookee-Kheyl clan, and resident of Pakhree, in the Cabul 
territory. He was cQllvicted on the 2nd April 1867 of murder by 
Colonel Pollock, commissioner of Peshawur, and being stentenced to 
transportation for life, was forwarded ~-ia Kurrachee an.d Bombay to 
the .Aand~mans penal $ettlement. He arrived. their in May 1869, 
and except on one occasion, on which be bad in his possession fome 
flour for wbich be could not account, nothing whatever has been 
recorded a!minst him. Tbe prisoner was removed to Hopetown on 
the 15thMay 1871, in order to perform duty as barber at that staion, 
and he bas since been employed there. . O.Qiciallt{lI.T1"a!i'l:lI Of t~ 
1!oS\l8ssinates. . 
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The news of this overwhelming catastrophe spread h~rror 
and dilimay thrQughout India an,d England and evoked gep.uine 
sympathy with the bereaved family of Lord- Mayo from 
parties of all shades of political opinion. His loss was in
deed" one of those calamities which sadden nations" 'and'cam,e 
with theslldden shock of, a thunderbolt to those who were 

honored with his friendship or were united to him by bonds 
of social or official' relationship. In the victim of the 
assassin's dagger they lost a. genial friend attached to them 
by a thousand tender ties and associated with the happie$t 
memorics of a hospitable board. The Queen of England 
and the Empress of India gave a touching expression of her 
sorrow, which was fa.r 'from 'being, the insincere declaratioll 
of official formalism. 

.. The Queen has 'been deeplyaft'ected by the i~telligenceot 
the deplorable calamity which has so sudgenly deprived all classes 
of her subjects in India. of the able, vigilant, and impartial 
rule of one who so faithfully represented her as Viceroy of her 
Eastern Empire. Her Majesty feels that she has indeed lost a. 
devoted servant and a loyal s\l.bject in whom she reposed the full
est confidence. To Lady Mayo the loss must be' irreparable. 
and the Queen heartily sYlJlpathises with her under the terrible 
blow." , , 

To Her Majesty's Government his loss was equally" irrepar-' 
able." Nothing could be more touching than the graceful 
eulogies which Argyll and Gladstone pronounced in Parlia
ment while bear~ testimony' to the highly beneficent and 
successful sway of the murdered Ruler of two hundred 
milions of people . representing 'thirty-three nationalities 
and creeds. There was al1 the dignity . and force of 
genuine, sorrow in the few' simple words in .which 
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D'isralli «rbimed)o be excused at that moment from speak
ing at length of the personal character of his ill-fated 
friend. 

On the 12th of February 1872, the Duke of Argyll 
. amid prof{)tmd silence, after communicating the news of 
the assassination in the House of Lords, spoke as follows :-

My lords,-It is my duty on hehalf· of the Government, to elt
pres~, in the fi. rst pla~, the deep ~ympathy whi~h ~e feel with the 
fall:111y of Lord 1\1ayo In a calanuty and an aflilctlOD so unlooked 
for and ·80 overwhelming. (Sympathetic cries of "Hear.") As 
regards the friends of Lord Mayo, this House is full of his person
al friends. I ~elieve no man ever had more friends than 4e, a.nq 
I believe no man ever deserved better to have them. (Renewed 
eipressions of sympathy.) For myself I regre~ to say that I 
never even had the honour of Lord Mayo's acquaintance; bllt we 
came into office at almost the same time and J am happy to say 
that from that time our communications have be.en most friendly. 
and ~ may say most cordial. I think I may go further and say 
that there has not been one very serious difference of opinion be
tween us on any question connected with the Government of Inqia., 
I hope, my lords, it will DOt be considered out of place, considering 
my efficial position, if, on behalf of Rer Majesty's Government, I 
express our opinion. that the CQIlduct of ·ltor4 1\fayq in his great 
office-the greatest,jn my opinion, l"I!hich can be h~ld by a subject 
of the Crown-amply justifies the choice made by our predecessors. 
(General cries of "Hear.") Lord Mayo's Governor-Generalship did 
not fall in a time of great trial or great difficulty, from foreign 
'war or domeiltic insurrection, but 411 had to labour under constant 
difficulties and great anxieties. which are iIjseparable from the 
government of that mighty empire. . This 1 may say I beli,!)ye with 

. perfect truth that no Governor-Gpueral who ever ruled India. w~ 
more energetic in th!l .discharge of his duties, and more assiduous 
in performing the functions of his great office; and above all, 
no Viceroy that ever ruled India had more at heart the good of the 
people of that vast empire. (Hear, hear.) My lords, I think it 
may be said further that Lord Mayo has fallen a victim to an al
mQst excessive discharg!l of his publj9 duties~ '" • * • 

. • ... I believe his death will be a calamity to India, and 
that it will be sincerely mourned not only in England andiu·hls ria: 
tive country Ireland, but by the well-affected millions of Her 
lllaJesty's subjects in India. (Hear,hear.) . 
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Mr. Gladstone in the House of C~mmQns, i'eferri~g t& 

the assassination, said:-

I cannot communicate to the House this moat painful, mo:;i; griev. 
Oua information, without stating on my OWn part and the part of the 
Government tha grief we feel at receiving it, and our sllnse of the 
heavy loss it announces to the Crown. Lord Mayo has passed a. 
career in India worthy of the distinguished series of his predeces
sors. He has been outdone by none of them in his zeal, intelli
gence and untiring devotion to the public service. So far as it is --
in our power to render testimony to high qualitie.'1; so far as our 
.approval can. in any degree give him credit, I am bound to !!ay 
that the whole of his policy and conduct had won for him th3 un~ 
reserved and uniform- confidence of the Government. (HI:ai:' 
hear.) 

The Press of England and India. mourned as it had never 

'!!loarned before. ·The London, Times, thatgra.nd exponent of 

Engiish opinion, which a few years before had expressed grave 

dQubts on the wisdom of his appointment to the Vioeroyalty_ 

of India, thus wrote on the assassina.tion and its victim. 
o -

" He has fallen a martyr toch'U'ity and duty, and in one step, by 
-one, stroke, has ascended to ,a rank which Will ever, evoke, the 
admiration and affection of Englishmen. It was but the other day 
that our religious public acclaimed the honour of martyrdom to a 
good prelate who, in his holy errand, fell a -victim to the blind fury 
of the islanders, who could not distlllguish friend from foe. _The 
universal feeling had an echo from the Throne. Can less be said 
for the man who has peri~hed in the attempt, "to turn the hear.ts 
of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just 1" Yet our 108s is 
great, and England now learns a lesson often tallght and often for
gotten,. that good and great men are never known, or never 
thoroughly appreciated, till they are gone. The truth is they 
come in homely guise. toiling and moiling in this great dusty work.-, 
shop of measures, policies, and laws, ~tooping like machines to t,he 
drudgery_ of details, figures, and phrases. Wellington at bis desk was 
even a greater man than in the battle-field, for the work was 
harder and more ungenial and simply nothing in the ecale of . glory. 
Lord Mayo, till the othel' day, was one of the crowd .we overlook 
while we are searching for the man a bead and shoulders bIller 
thlln the common,lank. Had he then died, he would hardly hav~ 
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left a name, eltCept in the memory of friends or in. some official 
records. Had he died a week ago, in the midst of n'Ceptionp, shows 
and progresses, he would have adorned the annals of India, of 
Ireland, and of a noble house. Providence designed for him 
something more and better. 'Whether by holy or by common 
reckoninl\" he dies a martyr to- the highest calls of his country' 
and his faith, and, in that way, the highest benefactor of the 
races under that ~ast and varied rule." 

.. For many years Lord N &as was simply. conscientious and pains.. 
taking subordinate. A triple term of office proved how indis
pellsable he was to his friends and how well he did. kind of work 
which few covet, and which, if not self-i'tlwarding, is apt to close 
all other reward. . But who could have guessed that the man 
tbns toiling in the second !;auk of his party would have become no 
unworthy successor of the brightest names in our history in the 
brightest field of British achievement. and would consummate a 
course of daily increasing honour by death only too fitting a sequel 
of the career 7 Many men have longed to die nobly : many more 

. ha".e left to their friends the sad,regret that they missed the 
-opportunity and outlived their fame. What more could man desire 

, than an end which leaves no diminution of glory. which satisfies 
,expectation at its fullest, which adds symp .. thy to admiration, and 
wins the reverence even of those who cannot easily appreciate 
virtues greater than their own1 Of conrse we are speaking of his 
death as we should if it"had been death on the battle-field. Yes 
·here is one sad difference. Those who are most concerned 
'cllnnot have been prepared for the event. They have not cast the 
lug of war, and pictmed to themselv~s the possible blank. They
have by necessity contemplated only one side of the picture, and 
care now only to know and suffer that whioh is sudden, total, 
and u'l'eparable," 

,The London Starulara, a highly respectable and ablycon

ducted journal, truly remarked :-

'! GLORIOUS as is the roll of our Ind~ Viceroys, it is doubtful whether 
.I.uy one of them has left R name so honourable to England in that office 
as t~e man of whom we have been robbed by the assassin's hife. 
There have been mIera greater, perhaps, in genius and in daring, but 
certainly not one succeeded in earning tbe love and the confidence of the 
people under his rule 80 completely as did Lord Mayo during his five 
years' tenure of power. It is a career to whicb we may all look back 
,with pride, as illustrating the uoblest. characteristics of Ollr race, which 
forbids us to despair of British governing capacity, in which there is 
not olle blot or fault of which we hayo to be ashamed. It is the Olj.Q 
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passage of practiCRI administration in our days which lias kept up the 
traditions of our JIJlcient fame as rulers of a subject' people, which is 
Wholly good, benificent, and glorious." . . 

When the sense or'paralysis and stupefaction occasioned, by 
the suddenness' of the blow had subsided and meil began 
to think on the event. withcallll oolllposure, vast 'and 
enthusiastic gath~riugll' were· held in the great capitals of 
India, as well as in England, to consider the best means 
of perpetuating Lord Mayo's'lllemory. The Representatives of 
all cOllllllunities spoke with anenthusiaslll tinged with 
sadness such as was never witnessed before. At the Calcutta 
meeting held at the Town Hall, even Sir George Campbell,the 
eccentrio and notorious Governor of Bengal who was supposed 
to be devoid of all the tender feelings of humanity, thus dilated 
on the virtues of the departed Vioeroy:~ 

'1 I say that it would be difficult in all the limits of the great English 
empire to find a man who united so many great personal and public 
qualities, which endear him.to all, and which you may expect to see uni~ 
ted in a single man. I may say that I know no man who So eminently 
combined in himself that which..has been described in classical· 
language.:.."a Bound mind- and a sound body." His was a mind 
eminently sound, and his was a body which, 'being physically sonnd. 
enabled the mind to act with all its vigour. He was a man e~ .. 
nently honest and eminently simple-minded. and I may say of 
all. virtues straight-forward honesty is the first. . He was also a man 
of great experience in administrative work. He came here with 
ripe administrative experience-he came here' as I have said, a 
man with a sound mimI in a sound body, and three years he. has 
worked among us with eminent success. He was a man who by 
his personal qualities conquered all hearts, and who as a public 
man devoted himself to the great duties which had fallen Upon him 
with a thoroughness and singleness of purpose which I for one 
Qould ,never sufficiently admire, alId . which I am sure· equally 
interested all with whom he came in contact. *.,. .. 
. To the most )lnwearied zeal and devotion he added the best 
habits of business, and a knowledge of administrative detail 
which I may call unprecedented among the statesmen sent from 
England to this country. When a man' possessed 'of such know. 

'ledge and such experience throws himself with single-minded zeal 
and enthusiasm into a great work, and guides it by all. unfailing 
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temper and singular tact, the re8l1lt cannot. but be snccess, aDd I . 
vent,ure,' as one who has had the honor of serviDg the late 
Viceroy, to express my very humble and 9&1 strong conViction 
that he bas been an eminentJy successful Viceroy aud Governor
General, .that hill reign has been productive of the very greatest 
good to the country, and that it promised much more if his life 
had been spared. He was indeed a man of a truly liberal mind, 
:and I have never in any part of my public service met with any 
Jllan who more llincerely and earnestly put before all things the 
good f)f the public service-of" the· masses of men committed 
to his charge. He has made himself eminently respected, and 
trusted by the upper classea-.Princes and Chiefs and well-to.do 
people-who personally knew and loved him 1 but above and before 
all he always placed the interests, and thl,l rights. and the feelings 
of the dumb masses who could not personally know him, but. 
over whose interests he always watched with unfaIling care. He 
was eminenly a man of the people; he was a man who had at 
heart the interests of those cl""ses to whom he was' personalJy 
llllknown. Tbis was the characteristic oC Lord Mayo. Whatever 
he set his hand to' do, he did it with an honest enthusiasm for 

. ·the good ot the people~" . 

Alonzo Money, a.well-known Bengal Civilian, in the course 
,of,his remarkably eloquent speech OJ} the occasion, said :-

II In the gloom whichobas hung over Calcutta like a funeral pall 
lay the best assurance that the heart of this great city had been 
moved and stirred ,to its inmost depths, by the untimely death of one 
whom we all regarded with respec~ I'nd esteem. He doubted if there 
was one man there among them all who had not felt the loss of Lonl 
Mayo as a nersonalloss. Probably tbere was scarcely anyone, had 
he been tllere, who would not have interposed between the assassin 
and his victim, and to save bislife would gladly have given his own. 
(Applause.) If the facts were as he had stated them, it was quite 
clear that any words from him"or from anyone else, were not l'equir
ed to excite theirsympatlly and to awaken their regrets. But there 

'was one other consideration which prevented him at the present 
t.ime from expressing at length his feelings on the subject. All 
BorroW was sacred. But if ever there was a SO\'l'OW pre.eminently 
grea.t-iC ever there was a sorrow which men would touch softly
it was the sorrow caused by the irrparable loss of LOI'd Mayo to 
bis tamily. Before the great and inexpressible sorrow oC Lady Mayo 
as a wife and a mother, who was without a moment's notice deprIved 
of all hope and comfort, what could they do but bow the head in 
ailence, and hope that in his own good time it would please the 
Almighty to lighten the affiiction. But he thought there was one 
thing which migh~ be done-" SQrrow shared is sorrow lIOI1thed." 
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They .could, in the wonts of the resolution, asaure Lady 1rta10 .that 
their warmest sympathi~ were beTS, that they all~ Christians, 
Hin:loos, and Mussulmans, -of every creed and class, felt with her 
and with her mourned in common the loss which she and they had 
sustained. The assurance and knowledge that not only in this City 
but all over India, hundreds and thousands of men, her countrymen 
and not her countrymen, have felt with her, have sighed WIth her 
and have prayed for· her, would bring comfort to her heart, and 
would probably be the small streak of silver lining in the black 
cloud which overshadoWs her life. (Applause.)" 

Dr.· Wilson of Bombay,· one oftha oldest and most leanled 
Missionaries that ever C3.Dle to India, thll8 spoke of Lord Mayo 

at the Bombay memorial meeting.· . 

We all know with whAt seai., With what gen6roaity, with what appli
cation, and with what confidence he devoted himself to the discharge. of 
his high important duties. He had reposed the utmost trust in the people 
of this land. He moved abollt among them from mom to eve, when 
he was required to do so, without any fear, withOllt any.alarm. He loved . 
the people of India with a sincere affection. It was his"great object to do 
good, and to do good in reference to all the matters that passed before his 
review. He did not merely faithfully, and intelligently .. and ably, cJ.ia. 
charge the dllties which were impOBed upon him, in the conduct of public 
business introducted to his notice by the vigi4nt and able authorities 
who are under him ; but he set about to devise good, and many measures 
which have attracted attention are well·known to have originated from· 
himself. He looked upon India. in all its interests. He was anxious 
that its agriculture should be improved, and that the riclizesources· of 
this land, 80 copiously watered by the rains of heaven.· and 80 productive 
in its soil, should be turned to the advantage of the most distant quarters 
of the world. He Wl\9 annoua to give every facility to the pursuit of com
merce : we know what the measures were which he adopted with reference 
to this matter. He did not rest until he had placed them under the 
charge of a gentleman who, of all men I know in this land, is moat fitted 
to do them jllStice. In his preseuce-for I see him in this room at. this 
moment-I shall not mention the measures which his knowledge, hiw 
capacities. and his understanding of these mlltters in all their counection 
have warranted him to undertake and sucoeasfully to put in the way of. 
being accomplished. Earl Mayo was beloved by all the officillls of Govem
mento, was beloved by the people of India genBrally-by the peopleS of its 
many tribes and its many tongues-from the king on his throne, from th" 
Nawab on his ",_NIl, even to the unworthy objects on his last concern, 
the condemned criminals in the Andam!\D islands. Some of his measures. 
in a political point of view, were, I know of the wisest character. • • • • 
. I am quits cerf.a.in of thi ... thM in this great city of Bombay there is 
only one feeling ill reference to this matter, and that is a feeling of deep 
1lOl'l'0W. I have &eell 80me of the natives actually shedding tears in view 
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of what has occurred, I have seen them properly affected by the atrocity 
of the proceeding which we lament in its personal consequence in refer
ence to the poBSible destruction to a certain extent--l hope it will only be 
to a. very small extent and for a very short space of time-of the happy. 
intercommunion which exists between those who have come from the far 
West and are now located in this distant East. We know that God can 
make even the wrath of man to praise hitn, and to him we should look 
to still the tumults of the people when they. are· observed rising up 
against ue, using the power that is in our hands as his commissioned 
servants. But at the same time let there be no wrath or revenge in 
our feelings as directed against those. who are in this case most remotely 
connected with the individual who has committed the awful act which 
has clothed this Hall in sackcloth, and which is so much regretted even 
in our native land. I am quite satisfied, too, that the memory of Lord 
Mayo will not speedily pass away." ' 

Mr. 1. A. Forbes of Bombay, referred touchingly to the 
'be~aved family of Lord Mayo :-

" The people of Bombay have expressed their wish to let the noble lady, 
now a monrning widow, and the fatherless children of one who was espe
cially remarkable for the affection which he never failed to inspire in those 
who were immediately around him, and who was also remarkable for 
the manner in which he performed every domestic duty-the people of 
Bombay, I say, have expressed their desire to condole and lament with 
those who are now sufi'eIing nnder this very dreadfnl bereavement; and 
though it is not poasible that we can do much in such a case in the way 
of offering comfort, yet I think it· can hardly fail to carry some ray of 
consolation to the widow's and orphaus', hearts when they feel and know 
a great nation shares their grief and I when from north and south, e!lSt 
and west cannot fail to come loud expressions of lamentation such 118 we 
have heard here to-day, mingled perhaps with imprecations on the vile 
murderer, and with utterance of astonishment that there should still 
exist a wild fanaticism, which can so far de~e its votaries as to deprive 
·them of every feeling of humanity, and reduce them to the level of wild 
beasts. Aud we can im,'\gine the expressions of grief and the sighs of 
friends lamenting the friend that they have lost, the outpouring of warm 
and greatful hearts when they think of the deeds of kindness which have 
been done them-when all these come to be remembered, though pain
ful in a certain sense, yet it must in some degree tend to cheer the 
widow's heart in her hour of loneliness, and kindle in her children's 
breasts s hope and determination that they will emulate their father's 
nobleness of character," 

In England the dea.rly beloved friends and admirers of L01'4 
Mayo met to honor his memory.' On this occasion H. R. H. 
the Duke of Edinburgh. who ~hile j~ India. shared the 
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dece~ed Ea.l'l's magnificent hospitality presided. The fol1ow'~ 
ing extracts taken from the speeches tnen delivered present 
a lucid estimQ.te of Lord Mayo's private and public characte!
and evince throughout a. sense of, personal bereavement and 
heartful sorrow iiI the speaker. ' 

. In dilating on the personal characteristios of his ill-fated 
friend, Mr. Disraeli said ;--

.. There was, indeed, in tIle character 01 totd Mayo a vein of manly 
tenderness which often overpowered' even his foes. I can recOllect a 
particular instance in which a man of Bome distinction, a foreigner, who 
had inV'olved hill1self ill the Irish clJDspiracy, -when placed in contact 
with Lord Mayo, was BO overcome with th:e DOOJ:ly generosity of- hIs 
nature, that impelled by no base motives, he acknowled.,aed he had been 
utrerly deceived in embarking in this enterprise, and absolutely alIBis
ted the Minister in baffiing the very conspiracy he had come to promote. 
(Hear. hear) But, no doubt, it -Ras -when Rer M"jesty Wae graciously 
pleased to appoint Lord Mayo to the Viceroyalty of India that opportu
nity was given for the full exhibition of the great _qualities which 
he possessed, and that opportunity. no donbt,largelydeveloped them. 
Although his reign was compal'llotively brief,fo.r it iiICI\rcely lasted 
three years, Lord Mayo in that time had acconlplished a /P'Ilat deal 
aud which none even of too illustrious men .who had pre. 
ceded him ever had 00en 80 succcesful M to achieve. wrd Mayo 
ha1 gained the sympathy or all classes, of all races, and of all reli
gions in that country. (Cheers.) He had been preceded in his great 
office by some of the mos~ eminent men this country has ever pro. 
duced and we can look back to the records 0{ our Indian governm(>nt 
as one of the emblazoned pages in the History of this Empire-but 
no Btatesm~n who had preceded him accomplished the end which I . 
have indicated. Sometimes a great man had gained the devotion Qf 
the Army, but he was viewed with sllspicion by the Civil Service •. 
SJmetimes it was tbe revel'86. Sometimes a Governor General, from 
his paTSona.1 quahties, could count upon the enthusidStic devotion of 
the Eut·opean community, but he had _found that by sQmemeans 
which he could not. penetrate he had 'alienated from himself the 
feelings of the Native Princes. But in the case of lord Mayo, whe. 
ther it WM the Army or the Civil Service, the European community 
or the Na.tive Prinoes, ,,11 were alike devoted to him (Cheel'S); and by 
this m~ment in India all these classes and 11,11 these individuals are 
mltlrning his loss with not less sincerity than those who are assem
bled in this room. (Hear, hear.) What, then, was the cause 
of this extraordinary effect produced. by t.his eminent m~n? 

: It -was, I think, that he plSSesseq iu himself the qualities 
which aI'e calculated to !!'overn mankind. . His nohle nresence. 
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his eordial- manner, the magnificence ofhisllfe, his active accom; 
plishments, h(B extrAOrdinary power of physical endurance,combin"d 
with an intuitive knowled!!'e of mankind aid an inexorble love of 
justi~e, which was only ~mpered by-the abounding generosity 
of bls heart, produced such an effect npon those whom he 
ruled, tbat all at once willingly acknowledged that he was born to 

_ oo.mmand. (Oheers.) I will not on thisoccasion dwell on his private 
VIrtues, for there are many here who will follow me; who will tonch 
Up~n them; but I will say this of him-which is what all public 
meu most desire a nd what few can obtain-Lord Mayo, was a mau 

. who was really beloved. (Cheers.) We can do little to console 
those who must most acutely feel his loss, but it is something to 
e'tpress, even in this manner, that the nation is not insensible of 
that great deprivation. I may at least to.day fulltil on his, part 
and in his behalf the aspiration of the noble3t spirits, whicb. is not' 
merely that their names should be rememhe~, but that their me~ 
~l1orit:s should be cherished." ' 

Lord Sandhurst (Sir Willirun Mansfield), who worked 

with Lord Mayo iu India fi.nd colild therefore speak with the 

ant~lOrity of personal knowledge,remarked :-

,,It would_not be forgotten tbat r.. nllfayoarrived in India with person
af disadvantages whieh had never attended the arrival of any of his 
predecessors in t.hat great Government. Owing to political circum
stan~he appointment of Lord Mayo met with great popular dissatis~ 
faction England. He was, of course, a total stranger in India, proba
bly there as h~y a person in India, who had ever seen Lord Mayo 
except at a distance. The people there could only gather their know
ledge of his character from what appeared in the public prints, which 
united in vilifying hiID. Never did a statesman approach the discharge of 
most difficult duties under greater disadvantages than those attend
ing Lord MilYO on his arrival in India. The feeling throughout India was 
that thay did not know what they had to expect, they were told tho\t an 
obscure mau had come among them, one unaccustomed to responsibility, 
one who even When he had been tried did not succeed, one who, in fact, 
had heen promoted to an offioelor which he was not qualified. Although 
the details of Indian Government cannot be much studied by the 
British community, yet those Who were acquainted with them were aware 
that there were nu duties which required such varied character, such 
decision, such powers of labour-he might say such powers of brilliant 
faucy and imagination-to enable him who had to wield authority of 
that Government to rise to it in ita great heig!lts, and to be awaretb"t 
he Was standing on a pinnacle which was not exceeded by any 
~ition in the Government of thiR globe. (Hear, hear) As an bumble 
lDdividual partaking of the administration of Lord Mayo, he was able 
to S8)" with perfect sincerit)', what he said long before this terrible 
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,ragedy occurred-that DO man eVer went to India who did mOre, justice 
o his great duties there whether they be surveyed as one grand whol~ 
.r be taken in aU the partic!llarity of executive detail. 

Lord Derby, with whom too Lord Mayo had shared the .cares 
If office iu Eugb,nd, thus lamented his sad fate-:-.-

I have known other men, thoJ1gh not very many, who were, perhaps 
lis equals in industry, in c\earsightedness, and- in the assemblage 
If quaIites which, united, form what we call a good man of business, 
Ind I have known D),en, though but few, who pt.ssessed, perhaps, to 
In equal -extent, that generosity of disposition in private and pnblic 
life, that unfeigned good humour ~n4 good temper, which were 
unong the most marked characteristics of our ~mented friend; but 
[ do not knjw if I ever met anyone in whom those two sets of 
IJualities were so equally and so happily united. No discussi. 
~n could be so dry but !,ord l'4ayo would enliv/iln it with that unforc
ed humour which WuS One of his- greatest social charms. No 
lJuestion could be so difficult or so com plica ted but that his simple, 
Itraigl),tforward way of lool{.ing at it was quite sure ot suggesting 
something of which you had not thoJ1ght before. He understood 
thoroughly bow impol'tant an element of administrative success is 
the conciliation of those with whom: YOll. h~ve to -deal; but the 
exercise of that power was with him not a matter of calculation, 
but the result of nature. He did aud said generous things. DOt 
because it was politic, not because it was to hi!) politic'-\l_ interest, or 
even because it was his public duty, but because it was his nature and 
he could not help it. (Cheers.) -I dQ not think he bad in the world a 
personal enemy, and so fur as it is possible to speak of that which ia 
pa4sing in another man's mind, I should say he had never known 
what it was to harbour against any persons feelings of resentment 
or ill.will. (Hear, hear,) nat is praise which may be deserved by 
lLany smaller men: but pel"!lOnal amiability was not the ouIy feature, 
it was the leading feature of his eminent public career. We whO. 
a::ted with him in Irish matters can blIal" witness to his firmness when 
ftrmnees was necessary, to the soundneSS of his judgement in difficulties 
-and difficulties just then were not unfrequent-and,. above all, to 
that coolness whch was never more marked then in critical moments. 
In India his c:u-eer '\VaS short, but you have heard upon that .part of 
his life what was said by his collea"oue, the Commander.in.Chief, hoW' 
he impressed upon the mind~ of aU "Y'1!.0 bad to do with him there 
that he was one of those characters which rise 'nth the oc('.asion, 
which strengthen under pressure, and which are never more them. 
~lves than when stimulated by difficulties and by dangers which 
take Doom ordinary men the power of action and of decision. He did 
much as it "as, but if, unhappily, that oppOrf;unity had been afforded 
which is only afl'Qrded to stutesmen in stormy and critical times, I 
believe he would have been no unworthy succell80r to the very great- -
est of those predecessors who, in a cent;ury have built up all empire to 

, l'hich no J;laraUel exists on earth. (Cheera.)· ' 
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Lord Shaftesbury, that venerable II old lay Archbishop of 
. England," touched pathetically on the terrible bereavement 

of the widowed wife q.I).d t4e fatherless children of Lord 

Mayo:--,., 

"But to sympathise with tlJ.is widow and the partner of his private 
II)ld public cp.re.er effe~tually in all its height and depth they must almost 
become women; for no man's heart could love and venerate lik~ thll 
heart of a woman. They could appreciate the sorrow of this 4i>-tinguish
ed lady but in a slight degree; for, though MaIJY of thelJl had to sustsin 
bereavements, they must weigh the peculiar shoclr. to her feelings in 
the time aud mode of this appalling end. And yet, in !l<lllveying to her 
their profound and almost inexpressible sympathy, they should, he 
thought,dwell a little on what there was of consolation in the event 
even in this world. He did not pass from us in effete and useless old 
lIge, after a series of honours 10llg forgotten, whelJ. 'people had ceased to 
care for him because·they had ceased to remeU)ber him. He was taken 
away in the full force C?f his understanding and in the plenitude of his 
power, amid t4e regrets and tears of IIll\ny ~tives &114 Ql avery class. 

He 'was slain while in the dischM-ge of a work of duty and of mercy· 
His "sun went down while it was yet day"-,as bright when it sank 
below the horizell as wOOn it shone in the height of its meridian splendour. 
He believed that the meeting would speak the language of every heart 
in England when it assured the sorrowing widow that the memory of 
her husband's name and services would ever be I1herished hya redecting 
and grateful people," I ' . . 

We can not omit to record the opinion expresse4 QIJ. Lord 
Mayo's services by no less· a :personage than Lord Northbrook, 

the present Viceroy of Hindoostan, whose reign the future his

. torians of India will declare tQ b~ a!i brilliant and sucfiessful as 

th~t of the ables~ of his predecessors :,.,,-

I had the honour of knowing Lord Mayo when we were to
gether in the HO~Re of Commons, and I was won, as we all of us 
were, by his frank and genial address, by his great courtesy to 
all who came in contact with him in any business, public or pri
vate, and also when he was placed in an office of great responsi
bility-that of Secretary for Ireland; we were won by the loyal
ty of his conduct towards those of -whatever party in politics 
they might be who had to appr0a<?h him, by his careful attention 
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- to business, and the thorough Confidence that could be placed in 
. everything he said or did. (Cheers). Well L~rd Mayo ,!J!Dt out 

as Governor-General of India; and all of us who have paid any 
attention to Indian· affairs must have remarked the great abi
lity which characterised the acts of his Government. (Cheers). 
I have had the advantage of reading with some care the-. corres
pondence ot Lord Myo, and I may say that correspondence is not 
only marked by those high qualities which I have already men
tioned, but it has one other marked characteristic, and that is_ the 
strong evidence it presents that· Lord Mayo felt in his heart an 
honest, sincere, and zealous regard for the welfare of the people 
of India committed to his charge •. (Cheers). The death ~f Lord 
Mayo has been a calamity to his. country, and has been received 
with all the sympathy which so great a calamity commands, 
(Hear, hear) in a way which strikipgly shows' how much he had 
endeared himeelf to those with whom he acted in India, 'Whether 
they were Earopeans or Natives; and when· we receive, as we 
have not yet had time to receive •. full information of the effect 
which the calamity has produced in India, I feel cofident we shall 
hear that the event has elicited through all parts of India the 
same. expressions of sympathy' for ~ord, Mayo's family and res
pect and affection for himself,~hich it has excited in. the 'UJ;lited 
Kingdom. (Cheers.) 

We conc~ude with the following beautL'hlIn memoria~ lines 
illustrating the virtue8of.'the late Lor!! Mayo. 

RICHARD SOUTHWELL BOURKE, EARL OF MAYO, 
GOVER~OR-GENERA.L OF INDIA. 

. B<N'n 'in Dubli.n, FebruAI1'111j1822;.J.8sasnMted at Port 
Blair, Andaman. Islands February 8, 1872. 

"DBAT~ levels all !",-Untruth! fuili truth~ at best: 
. Death, with hiB scythe and hour glass, well might show 

Touchstone and .chemic tubes,. wherewith. to: teSt. - • 
The qualities of those whom he lays low. 

"Let nought but good be spoken 9f the dead"
Happy the dead of whom that good is true ; 

And they most happy, on whose liMess bead 
Death sets the crown which life proclaims their due •. 

Of whom, as they lie shrouded, stark and still, 
. Lo9king npon them in their maTble sleep,. , 

Men say, with bated bteath.-''We gauged him ill; '" 
How large his worth, whom once !We rated cheap !" 

Of theee is he, for whom, laid sudden;.low, ; _: '.
By darkling knife and brooding sense of,~Dg, 

Troest regard sets genuine tears aflow, ., 
.. That {rom the.roota of love wellswift andstrpng. 
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:We took his guage. as did the common fool: 
lly .Report's shallow valuing appraised, 

When from the Irish Secretary's tool 
To the great Indian throne we saw him raised. 

That throne, from whose height One had then stepped down, 
Whom all revered, as Soldier, Statesman, Sage : 

A stem, plain King ot Men, within whose frown 
No lie could livei who knew all work's due wage. 

" Can dwarf," we asked, "in giant's armour fight , .. 
Painted his sovereignty as an eclipse 

Enshrouding India in a sudden night; 
And most men's scorn, like ours, was on their lips. 

How should the slight man fill the strong man's place t 
Rise from his small routine of petty toil, 

A. vast and various Empi,re's needs to face, 
And move, D!lhampered by the mighty coil! 

They ganged h1m better, those who kuew him best; 
They read, bpneath that bright and blithesome cheer, 

The Statesman's wide and watchful eye, the breast 
Unwarped by favor, and unwrung by fear: 

The wit to choose, the will to ~o the right; 
All the more potent for the cheerful mood 

That made the Irksome yoke of duty light, 
Helping to mhooth the rough, reline the rude: 

Bidding the dusty paths of daily toil 
With flowers of gladness and good-feeling glow; 

On rusty wards of office pouring oil, 
Making work's hinges with strange smoothness go. 

Nor for this cheeriness less strenuous shown, 
All ear, all eye; he swayed his mighty realm ; 

Till through its length and breadh a presence known, 
Felt, as a living hand npon the helm. 

All men spoke well of him, as most men thought, 
Here as in India and his friends were proud: 

It Beemed as if no enmity he wrought, 
But moved, love-girt, at home or in the crowd. 

What. then, our woe aud wonderment to hear 
. Death had found way to this well-guarded life ! 

"Love, Honor, State were there, but Hate, hid near, 
Struck through their triple shield with felon knife. 

If true regret and true respect have balm 
For hearts that more than publio loss must mourn, 

They join to crown this forehead, cOld and calm, 
With laurel, well.won as was ever worn, 

Only the greener that 'twas late to grow, 
And that by the sudden blight its leaves are shed : 

Then, with thy: honored freight, sail, sad and slow, 
o ship, that bears him to his kindred dead !-Punch. 
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SPEECHES 
OF HIS EXCELLENcY 

The Rt. Hon. EARL MAYO. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS; 6TH FEBRUARY 1849. 

SUSPENSION OF HABEAS CORPUS ACT. 
(illElIAND.) 

[On the 6th February 1849, Sir 000. Grey, the Home Secretary 
proposed to extend temporarily the SiA8p61&8ion of Ute Hahea& 
COf"JI1U Ael in Ireland which had been originally necessitated 
by the turbulent spirit of d.isaffection, disloya1ty~ and 
rebellion which the Irish people manifested, after the 
terrible famine which devastated then. country. A. lengt~ 
debate ensu.ed in which Mr. T. C. Anstey, well knoyn 
on this side of India for his late incomparably able defence 
of the Wah.abee prisoneI"S, then member for YoughaJ.l,took 
a part. Earl Mayo then plain Mr. R. S. Bourke, member for 
Kildare, delivered the following maiden Speech in Parliament, 
in support of the Government Motion. In conclusion the 
House divided. A.yes 2.21 ; Noes 18 ; majority 203. Main 
Question put and agreed to; Bill ordered to be brought in. J .. 

M" R. BOURKE regretted that, on rising to 00.
..L: dress the House for the first time, he should 

feel himself compelled. to speak. on a subject that m.ust 
be equally painful to the feelings of all true Irishmen. 
;But representing, as he did, a county that was little, 
if at all, implicated in the melancholy circumstances 
of the last summer, he felt it to be his duty. on the 
part of his constituents; IIoB well as on his own, to ex.-

] 
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press his painful conviction that there did exist a 
necessity for the continued suspension of this Act. 
From the statement he had heard that night from the 
Right Hon. Gentleman, the Secretary of State for 
the Home Departnient, -(Sir George Grey) as also 
from his own knowledge of the feelings of parties 
and men in Ireland, he felt convinced that the 
Government were justified in the course they had 
taken. If this were a measure that was calculated 
to .excite feelings of alarm in the minds of men
if it were a measure that would impress on the 
minds of men the conviction that a blow was still in
tended by the rebellious section in Ireland against the 
Government---if it were a measure that was calculated 
to cramp the tra:p,sactions of commerce, or retard the 
operations of agriculture---.-if he thought there was an 
iJ?tentioJ1. on the part of the Government to make this 
m~asure in any degree permanent, he should, though 
deeply impressed with its necessity, feel himself bound 
to oppose it. He felt, however, that the contrary was 
the case, and that the powers sought by this Bill were 
:p.ecess~y in order to prevent the recurrence of those 
events which had been so detrimental to the interests 
of Ireland during the last year. Seeing, then, that 
th~re was no intention on the part of Her Majesty's 
Government to render this a permanent measure, and 
seeiIig also that it was not likely to produce any of 
those effects whioh had been anticipated, he thought 
that all who were desirous of seeing peace and order 
established in the country should give their support to 
the proposal for a limited extension of the measure. He 
(Mr. Bourke), as an Irishman, would most gladly give 
his support to any measure which would insure, even for 
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a short time, a continuance 0 eace.O~ ~ 
wanted was, that her children t2U9~dlf., 
their minds, even for a short time, the tilmtem 
tion of political theories to the cultiva oil, 
and the development of the resources of the country. 
The peopl~ of Ireland had been accustomed for many 
years to think: more of fighting than of farming, and 
more of contention than of . commerce. It was in conse
quence of this that they were prevented from taking . 
those steps which other people might havlil taken in 
order to defend themselves from the dangers of th~ 
famine which had afHicted the country for the last few· 
years. A terrible calamity had overtaken the Irish 
people, unprecedented in the history of nations, and 
it found them unprepared, and without any mean!! of 
defence to shield them fromits onslaughts. No person 
who looked back to the history of the last few year/!; 
since the. commencement of the fa1nine, could fail to 
see that there was also another feil.ture in that distress, 
which it was now terrible to con~mplate. Aspirit 
was abroad among the people which rende;red even 
famine more hideous than it would otherwiSe have 
been. A spirit was abroad which enabled designing 
men to teU the famine-stricken peasants, that the 
cause of the deatts of those nearest and dearest to 
them was not the visitation of Providence, but th~ 
effect of bad legislation. The Irish peasant wali! ac
customed to hear that the Irish people los~ by th~ 
connexion with England-that their country was 
ruined by it-that the. Saxon sway had ever been 
hostile to Oeltic improvement and to Celtio prosperity. 
It was a maniac, an anarchical, and a traitorous spirit 
that was abroad among the people. Did this spirit. 
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now exist in the country P That was the question 
which they were to decide to-night. Did the spirit 
now exist in the country which made the Government 
declare, last year, that the presence or 40,000 men was 
absolutely necessary in order to keep it in order and 
quell it P If any portion of that spirit 'WaS still in 
existence, then there was a necessity for the adoption 
of more stringent me&mlreS than those that were usu-

• ally in force in the co~try. It had been said that 
this measure was brought forward for the purpose of 
putting down the repeal agitation. Lord Clarendon 
had been possessed of the power, under the Act, now 
for nearly six months, and was there a single particle 
of evidenoe to show that that power had been 80 employ
ed P Not a single man had been arrested but what was 
deeply interested in the traitorous agitation of 1848. 
There had not been a single instance of any })e>."'SOU 

having been arrested under this Act merely because 
he held repeal opinions. No Government should at
tempt to put suoh a power' in force except for the 
actual suppression. of rebellion. The opposition which 
had arisen to the measure,. he confessed, did not appear 
to him strange. He was not an old man; but still 
he was old enough to remember the time when those 
unfortunate men now in prison, wtose lives were for-
feited to the just sentence of the law, were burning 
and shining lighta in that Assooiation whioh had for 
many years held sway over the passions of the Irish 
people. He recolleoted when members of the Loyal 
National Repeal Association were not ashamed to avail 
themselves of the prestig6 and traditionary influence 
of one who bore the ancient name of O'Brien, and 

• were not ashamed to welcome to th..,ir councils and to 
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avail themselves of the talents and energy of a Mea
gher. The fact was, that many of the leaders of the 
late confederation owned allegiance to the leaders of 
the Repeal Association. Where were now the leaders ? 
They were still legislators, but their followers ware 
convicted felons. The inasteril were Members ofParlia.
ment, but the pupils sit in the dreary cells of a Dublin 
gaol He might pursue the subject further, and. show 
the intimate connenon that existed between those Hon. 
Memben and the unfortunate men now suffering the 
penalty of their crimes. (Mr. J. O'CONNELL: No, 
no !) He was prepa.red. to prove his statement ; but 
he would not pursue the subject any farther. He would 
only remind the House of a fact of which, no doubt, 
they were all aware-that Conciliation Hall begat the 
Confederation, and the Confederation begat those mi
serable scenes of the last year. He deeply regretted that 
it should have fallen to his lot to be compelled to give 
his support to this measure, and most sincerely did he 
hope that this might be the last time that they should 
ever see the Government called upon to ask for a re
trenchment-for a retrenchment it undoubtedly w~ 
of the liberties of the people of Ireland. 
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RATE IN AlD.-

HOUSE OF COM.M.ONS, 5TH MARCH 1849. 

[On the 1st March 1849, Lord John Russel asked the House 
to go into committee that he might make his Motion on the 
subject of Irish poor-Laws. After some opposition, the 
house resolved itself into a. commitee and on the 6th idem 
he proposed the levy of a Poor rate _in Ireland, for the 
relief of the destitute Irish peasants who, having to 
depend entirely for their livelihood on the culture of the 
potatoe, suffered terribly from the extremities of hunger 
when the crop failed. His Lordship grounded the Ul'

gency of the' measure on the great distress which then 
prevailed in the Southern and Western districts of Ireland. 
After an animated debate, the house adjourned and on the 
5th idem the wjourned debate was continued with great 
spirit. The following speech opposing the Government mea
sure was one of the many powerful addresses delivered on 
that occasion. At the end of the debate, Viscount Castle
reah moved that the "Chairman report progress." The 
committee divided, 104 being in favor of, and 251 against, the 
-motion. Lord John Russel considering the largeness of 
"the minority did not further oppose the motion. After 
another anin;lated debate on the ensuing night, the motion 
for the poor rate was carried. 1 . 

MR. BOURKE said, the l'esolution before the 
House was one of the most difficult upon which 

an Irishman could address a legislative assembly. The 
imparlance of this question might not be obvious at 
first; but when they looked to the great interests 
which were bound up with this question, and the deep 
interest which it had excited in Ireland, and when 
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Irish Members knew that by the speedy adoption of 
this law, Ireland's better hopes were defeated, he might 
be excused for approaching this subject. The great 
disaster which had fallen upon Ireland, was first met 
by grants of public money, which, though they stifled 
the disease for the moment, tended rather to perpe
tuate the calamity. An endeavour was then made to 
remove the evil by the institution of public works; 
but after that expedient failed, the Government fell 
back on the poor-law. The previous system of gratu
itous relief had, however, destroyed the self-reliance 
of the people. He did not wish it to be understood 
however, when he alluded to this subject, that he 
refused to acknowledge the eternal gratitude which 
Ireland owed to England for the ass~stance she had 
offered her. There was, however, a feeling in Ireland 
that the immense funds which were subscribed in 
England might have been much m~re wisely expended 
if greater care and forethought had been exercised. 
He believed that in some unions the funds which it 
was intended should be applied to the relief of the 
poor had been expended in a most useless and un
necessary manner. It was not his intention, however, 
to discuss the Irish poor-law, which had been met by 
a large expenditure; it had merely kept the people 
alive, and had tended to perpetuate the calamity with 
which that country had been visited. To show how 
the law had worked in Ireland, he would state some 
circl;lmstances which had occurred in the county of 
Kildare, in connexion with which he should introduce 
the name of no less an authority than that of the 
Hon. Mr. Lawless. A resolution having been moved 
at a public meeting :-
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"The Hon. Edward Lawless, in seconding the resolution, 
said, in an adjoining union to this-the union of Celbridge 
-there came down, about this time twelve months, a sealed 
letter from the Poor Law Commissioners, directing the guard
ians to appoint relieving officers forthwith. The guardians, 
headed by His Grace the Duke of Lienster, who, they would all 
agree, was no enemy to the poor, protested strongly against this 
order, on the ground that it was unnecessary, and would only 
result in a waste of the public funds. The Commissioners 
continued inexorable, and the guardians were obliged to give 
way. Relieving officers were accordingly appointed, whose 
salaries up to Christmas last amounted to 80 guineas-but what 
did the meeting think was the entire amount of money which 
those officers had to disb'urse , 

" Mr. Dixon j 500l. perhaps. 
" The Hon. Mr. Lawless: The entrre sum amounted to 11. 

159. 6d. and that sum had been expended in car hire, for bring
ing poor people wh~ were found lin the road to the county 
infirmary, which duty had hitherto been admirably performed by 
the local poor-law guardians, who ,were able to perform all 
those duties in connection with the workhouse free of expense. 
He would next allude to an instance of mismanagement on the 
part of the Board of Works. In 1847-that year of misery 
and distress-when that unfortunate and disastrous measure, 
the labour-rate sessions, was instituted, there was a meeting 
called of the inhabitants of the barony of Newca.stle in this 

. county. That barony consisted of four electoral divisions, and 
_he (Mr. Lawless) being the only magistrate residing in the 
electoral divi.~ion of Newcastle, he took upon himself to call a 
meeting of the cess-payers of that division. They assembled 
together, and, after a good deal of discussion, he induced them 
to employ every man then out of employment, and he succeeded 
in doing so by showing that it would be better for them in the 
end. They carried out the plan to the fullest extent, and there 
was not a penny of public money expended in the electoral 
division of Newcastle during the year 1847, nor was there an 
inhabitant of that district employed on any of the pnblic 
works. When the presentment sessions was held, he stated 
the fact that the division with which he was connected wanted 
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. no assistance, and that it would be better to proceed under Mr. 
Labourehere's letter, which made it an electoral division ehuge. 
However, from some blunder or mismanagement, the ratepayers 
of Newcastle electoral division were now charged with a sam 
of·422l. although they never received a penny of the public 
money. He had given instances of the lJlaIID.er in which the 
Poor Law Commissioners and the:Board. of Works acted sepa
rately. Perhaps the meeting would like to hear how they acted 
when they worked together, and formed a mixed commission 
according to SIr John Burgoyne's plan, Without consulting 
anyone connected with the union of Celbrid"cre, they sent down 
the same description of staff as they would have done to Skib
'bereen-their commissioners, inspectors, relieving officers, &e
the guardians protesting all the time that such & course of 
procedure was wholly unnecessa.ry. At that time funds had 
been granted by Parliament in aid of rates. There was but 
one electoral division in the union which had not funds to its 
credit, and it borrowed a sum of 611, 108. That money was 
repaid back exactly six months from the day on which it had 
been borrowed.. What did they think was the cost (as it 
appeared from the report of the Commissionl!rS themselves), of 
looking after this sam of 611. lo.r, I 

" A Voiee : About 100l. 
" The Hon. Mr. Lawless said, he had examined the books 

about six weeks ago, and he was not prepared to state the exact 
figure, but it was 301.. over or under l,lOOl. [Lowl criu of "011. 
oh!" aIId ~ oj disapprobatima] He could assure the 
meeting that the statement he had made, however extraordinary 
it might appear, was strictly true ; the entire amount advanced 
in aid of rates was 62l.; it passed through his hands j it was 
repaid six months after it was received j and yet the cost of the 
arrangements connected with the borrowing of that small sam 
amounted to l,lOOl. Was not such a system monstrous r 

Having done away with gratuitous relief. the e1l'ect 
of the law had been to make the Irish people a nation 
of paupers; and having done this, the Parliament 
told them to go to the workhouse. He was not, how~ 
ever, unmindful of the generous spirit which had 
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induced Englishmen to come forward both in their . 
private capacity and as contributors to the British 
Association Fund, and to consent to enormous grants; 
but whilst Irishmen acknowledged the manner in 
which England had behaved, they could not but think 
that those sums which had been sent over to Ireland 
had put them in a worse position than they were 
before, whilst it had fostered the vice of the want of 
independence. He was opposed to this rate in aid, 
and he was opposed to the way in which it was pro
posed to levy it, which involvoo a direct breach of 
faith with Ireland, and was to a great degree highly 
impolitic. He maintained it was an infringement of 
the spirit of the Union, which assumed that the 
stronger should. support the weaker. His constituents 
were able and willing to contribute as far as they 
could; but if they were weighed down by taxation 
they would be fi>r ever rendered incapable of bearing 
their proper burden. But he would say, give to Ire
land English industry, English ·prosperity, and Eng
lish wealth, and the people of Ireland would be 
content to pay, not 7 d. in the pound, but Is. in the 
pound, income tax. This measure only showed the 
determination of the Government to bolster up a 
system which had failed. There was a time when 
a smaller coin than 6d. set Ireland in a flame i and 
though the author of the Dropin-'s Letters was not 
now among them, there still existed in Ireland a 
IIpirit of patriotism, love of justice, good sense, and 
determination, which would make them cry out 
against the invidious impost now attempted to be 
imposed upon them. He contended that they could 
never hope to promote the welfare of Ireland unless 
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they brought forward other and better measures than 
had yet been promulgated-unless they made impor
tant alterations in the' poor-law, assimilated the area 
of taxation to the area of taxation in this country, 
encouraged emigration, and otherwise looked to the 
real interests of the people. He imputed no un
worthy motives to her Majesty's Ministers; he be
lieved they were really anxious to confer true benefits 
upon Ireland; but he believed the only hope for Ire
land was, that they would see their error before it was 
too late. He entreated them not to imagine that by 
any assistance they could render, they could ever 
maintain the present system of poor-laws in Ireland. 
Until they uprooted that system, which fostered 
mendicancy, which· destroyed self-reliance, and which 
paralysed industry, they need never expect Ireland to 
improve. He begged it to be unders~ood that he was 
not one of those who thought that legislation would 
do every-thing for Ireland. On the contrary, he 
believed that it would do comparatively little. He 
believed that legislation would foster, but not 
produce; that it would water, but not sow; and 
that it was to individual exertion, to the clear 
heads, the strong arms, and the hardy hearts of the 
people themselves, that they must look for the sources 
of real benefit to Ireland. But he opposed the reso
lution before the House, because he considered it 
was calculated to. injure rather than benefit his 
country. 



STEAM COMMUNICATION WITa 

AUSTRALIA. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS, 25TH JULY 1850. 

[About the year 1850, although large bodies of Englishmen 
had colonized Australia, no regular Steam Communication 
waa established between that Island and great Britain. Severe 
inconvenience was felt by the colonists and their friends 
and relatives at home, as also by the English Commercial 
and Banking houses engaged in transactions with the Colo
nists. A numerously signed petition was presented to Parlia
mentfor the remooval of the hardiship. On the 25th July 1850, 
the order for ·committee of mpply was read. Motion made 
and qaestioJl. proposed ''that Mr. Speaker 110 now leave the 
chair." LORD (MAyo then) NAAS delivered the following 
admirable and f~eling speech in support of the petition. A de
bate ensued, but His Lordship did not press his motion to a 
division. The motion was withdrawn. ] 

L ORD NAAS rose to move, as an Amendment 
"That an humble Address be presented to 

Her Majesty, 'Praying that She may be graoiously 
pleased to order B'Ilohmeasu.res to betaken as sha.lI ensure 
the immediate establishment of regular Steam Packet 
Communication with the Australian Colonies." Before 
doing so he adverted to a petition in favoU1' of that 
object from a number of merchants, landowners, stock
holders, and other persons interested in the welfare ot 
Australia. His Lordship oommenoed by observing, that 
the names attached to this petition were, he believed 
a suffioient apology for, even at this late period of th.~ 
Session, Bubmitting the present questioll to thQ consi. 
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deration of the Houset Among the name!! in that. 
distinguished list are to be found those of persons, 
connected with some of" the most eminent banking 
firms of the metropolis, as well as the direotors oftha 
various Australian banks, and many other houses of 
the highestoommercial oharacter in this kingdo m; 
The evils complained of in the petition are felt by 
every person oonnected with these great oolonies; and 
at no perivd, and on no occasion, had the inconvenience 
been more severely felt than during the past year. In 
the late disoussions on a most important question, muoh 
doubt and uncertainty was felt, occasioned solely by 
the absence of definite information on some most vital 
points. It had been admitted by Hon. Members on 
both sides of the House, that owing to the great 
length of time occupied in communicating with Aus~ 
tralia under the present arrangement~, there had been 
no means of knowing what was the real opinion of the. 
colonists upon the Australian Colonies BjIl. The 
consequence was, that during the whole of the debates 
on that question, the manner in which ~he proposed 
measure would be received in the colonies concerned. 
was made as much a matter for argument as the details 
of the Bill itself. The noble Lord at the head of 
the Government was on more than one occasion obliged 
to refer to the files of the Sydney newspapers forin-:
formation as to the opinion of the colonists, the intelli. 
gence in them having in point of faGt been considerably 
in advance of that received in the Government des· 
patches; and the noble Lord was reluotantlycompelie~ 
to refer to journals obtained at the Jerusalem Coffee
·house as the only data he had for assuring the House 
that the colonists ·were favourable to his measure, 

2 
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During the last year, intelligence received from Sydney 
direct was often five or six months' old. Letters to 
this country were, in consequence, frequently sent by 
various and uncertain routes-some by sailing vessels 
:to India, and thence by the Overland line of communi
cation, to save the long and tedious sea voyage round 
Cape Horn. It appeared from some interesting statis
tics compiled by Mr. Lambert, of the firm of Donald
son and Lambert, that in 1847 the longest voyage 
between Sydney and London was 159 days, and the 
shortest 99 j the average being 121. In 1848 the 
longest passage was 159 days, and the shortest 94 ; the 
average being 119. Out of 520 ships which had sailed 
between this country and Sydney during the last ten 
years, the greatest number took from 121 to 130 days 
on the passage. On the other hand, w:ere steam 
communication ~stablis4ed between this contry and 
Australia, it might be effected within 70 days at the 
outside,-by any of the routes which had from time 
to time been brought under the consideration of 
Government. . 

There were three lines of communication now before 
the public, namely, the route by the Isthmus of 
Panama, which was 13,600 miles; the route by the 
Cape of Good hope, which was 13,230 miles; and 
the route by. Suez and Singapore, which was 12,699 
miles by the eastern passage, or 12,565 miles by the 
western. Steam communication, was already estab
lished along a considerable portion of the Panama, 
line as far as Chagres, from thence the mails and 
passengers would have to proceed across the Isthmus 
to P~nama, and then take ship again on the Pacifio. 
'Ih~ steamer· would touch first at the Galapagos 



Hl50.] SPEECHES OF EARL MAYO. 

Island about 800 miles from the western coast of 
America, then at Tahiti and thence to Sydney J the 
intervening stages would ,be very long, and give a. 
dead run of 3,400 miles. Though there was no doubt 
that hereafter there would be much communication be
tween Polynesia. and the west coast of America, an event 
that ,will be hastened by the great discoveries in Califor
nia, yet at present he hardly thought that any great or 
productive traffic could be expected for steamers traver
sing regularly the great Pa(lific. 

The second competing route was one which had at-, 
tracted considerable public attention; it was that by the 
Cape of Good Hope, either passing westwards of or 
touching at the Cape Verde Islands and Madeira; 
from the Cape it was proposed to run right across to 
Cape Leeuwin, and touching at King George's 
Sound, proceed by Adelaide round to Sydney. In 
returning, the passage must necessarily be made more 
to the north, touching at the Mauritius. 

With regard to the Cape of Good Hope route, it 
was impossible to look at the map and not see thiLt 
great advantage would accrue from the adoption ot 
that line. There would be no interruption in the 
communication between this country and Sydney; 
there would be no necessity for any transhipment of 
goods and passengers; the passage could be accomplish..: 
ed by steam in 70 days; and it would establish a postal 
communication between this country and the western 
coast of Africa. It was, besides, a more valuable line 
for the purpose of emigration than either of the others. 
Though he did not believe that steam is ever likely to 
be available for the conveyance of the poorer class of 
fmig-rants, yet still there is 1).0 doubt that the establish. 
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ment of regular steam transit would be a great 
inducement to the better class of emigrants. The Cape 
route by screw steamers would undoubtedly be within 
the means of those classes now called cabin and inter
mediate passengers, and he believed that for these 
purposes alone a regular line of packets would soon be 
estsblished. Persons could be taken in screw vessels 
by this line for 901. or 1001. in the best cabin, and for 
301. or 501. as intermediate passengers. But it must 
be recollected that on both the lines to which he had 
alluded the service may necessarily be confined to screw 
steamers, as in the present state of machinery the long 
dead run from Galapagos to Tahiti in one instance, 
and from the Cape of Good Hope to CSI?e Leeuwin in 
the other, may preclude the possibility of paddle ves
sels being employed. 

The third line was one which had attracted the 
greatest share of <public attention. It was to continue 
the present line of the Indian Overland Mail, taking 
up that line either at Point de Galle or Singapore. It 
was still a matter of doubt, whether the passage from 
Singapore could with sufficient safety be made through 
Torres Straits. However, there was no diffioulty about 
performing the distance by the western coast, retUrning 
the same way, or by Torres Straits, according to the 
season of the year. This line would have the advantage 
of giving the Australian colonies direot communioatioD, 
with India, between which two oountries there was alrea
dy an extensive commerce and increasing interoourse, 
and would confer great advantages on both the Colo
nial and Indian interests. 

He could next call their attention to the various steps 
which had been taken to secure steam cOmmuniCatiOI,l, 
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between this country an'd' Australia. In 1844 the Le4 
gislative Council at Sydney moved a resolution declar4 
ing that it was highly desirable that such a communi:' 
cation should be established; they addressed the 
Governor on the subject and also sent a petition to the 
Crown. In 1846 they appionted a Select Comtaittee to 
inquire into this matter, which examined' all the 
mercantile men most conversant with the' subjeot~ 
and naval officers' of great eminence who> were 
engaged in making surveys between Sydney and 
the Indian Archipelago. Captain Blaokwood at 
this . time discovered what he considered a safe 
channel through Torres Straits, and this discoverY 
was confirmed by the researches of Captain Owen 
Stanley, by whose recent and untimely, death 
the country has been deprived of the services of a most 
gallant and efficient officer. Such wits the zeal of the 
Legislative Council in the cause, -that they voted a 
sum of 9.0001. 11. year to forward it. 
Much interest was also excited in this country outhe 

subject; petitions have. been repeatedly presented to 
this House, various publio meetings were held, depu .. 
tation after deputation waited upon the different Min .. 
isters, all embodying the one simple desire that a regu .. 
lar oommunioation with Australia, should be speedily 
13Btablished. His Hon friend the Member for Berwick4 
shire (the Hon F. Scott) . had partioularly distinguished 
>himself by his able advooaoy of the great advantage, 
which would arise from the completion of this project. 
Mr. De Salis and Mr. Logan, both oolonists, gentlemen 
of great respeotability and practioal knowledge, had also 
been unremitting in their exertion in the same cause; 
and he :might frankly say that the progress whioh .this 
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question had, made during the last two years, in publio 
opinion" was mainly attributable to their energy, abi
~ity, a;nd, perseverence. The oonsequence of all this was, 
that the Government issued notifications for tenders, 
and several overtures were made by parties, . who were 
desirous of undertaking to supply the exsisting defect 
in our cpmnlUnioation. The 1;ndia and Australian 
~tea.m; Navigation Company made exceedingly low 
tender ~or the performance of the service, which was 
approved by the Government; and, by some official 
manoou~g of a most extraordinary kind, they were 
allowe.d ~ix months .to complete their arrangements, 
without seourity; though when their tender was ac
cepted, they were. supposed to have raised but little 
capit8J., and had but few Shares actually subscribed 
for: the C)onsequence was that after keeping every bona 
{ide undet;taking in. abeyance for several months, the 
wl101e affair ~ell t\> the ground,. and the company has 
lately been entombed in the " Winding~up Court." Of 
Itll the offers, however, that had been made, the most 

. eli~ble . was that by the Peninsular and Oriental 
Steam ~avigation Company, who, on condition of 
h,aving given up to them the J;ight of carrying the mails 
from Bombay to Suez, now performed by the East 
India Company, offel:ed to discharge the service of the 
line from. Singapore to Sydney free of further cost. 
The ]).last India Company, for reasons of which they 
best knew the weigh~, would not consent to this arrange
ment, and consequently it was, for the present at least, 

•. defeated. },{any other ofi'ers, both for the Cape and 
Panama routes, and also for screw steamers from Singa
pore, were made; but were not approved of by the 
Government. Thus the matter rests, and it is deplor-
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a.ble. to think that at this momeat the colonies seem as 
little likely to obtain thi& inestimable boon as ever they 
were. Such a state of things is. the more to be regretted, 
as the e:x;pense to thi.s country woul<t be. only trifling. 
Grants to ~e amount o£ 10,0001.: o~ ~2,000I. might 
~irly be expected from the. colonial legislatures, and 
the whole sum to be raised towards the expense of the 
services, including postal revenue, might, at the very 
least, be placed at 40.000l.a year. ne arrived at this 
conclusion from a. statement issued by the Association 
for promoting Steam. Communication with Austra
lia. The advantages Howing from the adoption of 
this line must be evident to everybody who gave the 
subject the slightest consideratio:.;t; politically, socially, 
and. commercially, it would produce the greatest 
po~ible b.enefj.ts. Politically, it would furnish us with 
lit steaID. navy to which the defence of the eastern seas 
:might ~ en~rusted with co~Men<!El in case of war; 
and that it was high time, measures of some sort should 
be ~en for defending our ports. in those seas against 
hostile attacks, must be clear to all those who had read 
the.accouI).t of the United States Exploring Expedition 
by Qommqdore Wil~es, in which-it was stated that the 
American ships were able to ef;fect their entrance at 
nightf~l into the harbo:ur of Sydney withou.t being 
perceived by an.fbody, and tha.t i~ would be easy for 
a hostile force thus entering, to dElstroy the shipping at 
~nchor. He would read the following extract from 
Commodore Wilkes' narrati~e of t;he voyage of the 
Uni~d States Exploring Exped~tion:-,- . 

"At sunset on the 29th November, '1839, we made the light
house on the headljmd of Port Jackson. We had a fair wind 
f<.>r entering t~ harbou,r., an4 though, the. ni~Q.t was dark,_ and 
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we had no pilot, yet, as it was important to avoid any loss of 
time, I determined to run in. At 8 p. m. we found ourselves 
at the entrance of the harbour. Here a light erected on the 
shoal, called the Sow and Pigs, since the publication of the 
charts, caused a momentary hesitation, but it was not long 
before it was determined where it was placed, and with this 
new aid I determined to run up and anchor off the Cove. In 
this I succeeded, and the 'Peacock,' directed by singal, followed~ 
the 'Vincenne's' at half-past 10 p. m. We quietly dropped 
anchor off the Cove, in the midst of the shipping, without any 
one having the least idea of our arrival. When the good 
people of Sydney looked abroad in the morning, they were 
much astonished to see two men-of-war lying among their own 
shipping, which had entered the harbour in spite of the 
difficulties of the channel, without being reported, and un
known to the pilots." 

The presence of powerful steamers in the Eastern 
Seas and the Southern Pacific would give additional 
stability to our Indian empire, and, in case of need, 
English subjects 6 in more distant regions would be 
supplied with a great material for mutual defence. 

Commercially, it would have the effect of at once 
establishing confidence among our merchants in their 
transactions in those seas, and prevent the calamity 
which too frequently occurred of overstooked mar
kets. It would also enable owners to effect insurances 
on their ships, and. tend most materially to increase 
the growing commerce between this country and her 
colonies. And the House would recollect what the 
nature of this trade is. The inhabitants of Australia 
and New Zealand now amount to 320,000, and consume 
British goods to the value of 10l. per head annually. 
Therefore, it is a matter of absolute necessity that such 
a regular communication as is in the power of Govern
ment to accomplish,should be immediately established. 



1850. ] SPEECHES OF EARL MAYO. 21 

Socially, it would grant the inhabitants of this im
mense and important region the inestimable blessing 
of easy and certain communication with their friends 
and connexions in the old world. It would form the 
brightest spot in many a poor emigrant's future to feel. 
that he was certain of regular and continued inter
course by letter with those loved ones whom he had 
left for ever. It would bring gladness to many a 
humble hearth in this country, when instead of . 
the present uncertain and weary watching, those still 
at home would hear regularly of the welfare of the 
hardy son" or brother who is pushing his fortune 
in the Australian bush. For all these reasons he sub
mitted this Motion to the House. He did it in no spirit 
of hostility to the Government,least of all was it his wish 
to express an opinion in favour of any particular line ; 
that, he believed, was a matter that could only be pro
perly decided on by the Executive G~vernment. But 
he did think that this country and her colonies demand
ed that this noble scheme should at once be perfected. 
His lordship concluded by saying, I do hope that this 
service will be carried out in no niggardly or interest
ed spirit, but that so gigantic an enterprise will be 
completed in a manner worthy of itself and of the 
genius and requirements of this mighty empire. 



STEAM COMMUNICATION BETWEEN 

ENGLAND AND INDIA, AUSTRALIA &C. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS, 27TH MARCH 1851. 

[On the 27th March 1851, Viscount Jocelyn moved for a select 
committee to enquire into the question of Steam Com
munication between England and India and England and 
Australia.. LORD NAAB again took this opportqnity of pro
posing an amendment, urging the prior claim of Australia 
to the notice of the Committee, but as such a course was 
considered unusual, His Lordship withdrew the motion. ] 

L ORD NAAS said, he rose to propose an .A.mend.~ 
ment, the effeot of whioh would be to 

oblige the Committee first to take into consideration 
the Australian part of the question, and afterwards 
the Indian portion of the subjeot. His noble 
Friend (Viscount Jocelyn) 'had, with his usual 
ability, made out a most exoellent case for the 
appointment of a Committee to inquire into the 
first branch of his subject j but he thought that, 
as far as the Australian branch was concerned, 
his noble Friend had not been so successful. The 
questions of steam communication with India and 
Australia had little to do with each other-one had 
been for some time established, the other was yet in 
embryo, and, as he thought, had been most Ol'ueIl'y 
delayed by the remissness of Her Majesty's Govern~ 
ment. His noble Friend should therefore beware, 
lest, b'y FroposiD~ this COlllmitteel he s40ul4 be 
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depriving for some further period of time . our 
Australian colonies of the long-desired benefits of 
steam communication. That question had long at
tracted the attention of the country and of the 
Government, and owing to the delay that had taken 
place, he (LoRD NAAs) had felt it to be his duty, last 
year, to move the adoption of an address to Her 
Majesty on the'subject. The House was led to be
lieve, by the statement of the right hon, Gentleman 
the Chanoellor of the Exohequer, that no time would 
be lost in perfecting that great scheme; but what, 
up to this time, had been the result·? They were 
now half through another Session-seven or eight 

. months had elapsed-and the Australian colonies 
were still as far off the completion of the undertaking 
as they were when they first took up the matter in 
1844. He would shortly state' to. the House the 
steps that had been tak~n on the subject. In the 
year 1844, shortly after representative institu
tions had been given to New South Wales, the 
Legislative Council of Sydney passed strong resolu
sions on the subject of steam communication. In 
1846 they appointed a Committee of the Council to 
consider it, and the Committee drew up a report re
commending that 6,000/. should be voted by the 
Legislative Council for a communication between 
Sydney and Singapore, and also proposed the adoption 
of memorials to Her Majesty, praying for the. estab
lishment of that line. In 1847 the question was 
much agitated in this country; publio meetings were 
held, and deputations waited upon different offi,cers 
of the Government respecting it. In 1$48 the 
contract entered into for three Yf!ars with the owners 
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of the sailing packets which had been employed in 
carrying the mails to Australia, expired. Up to that 
time there had been a tolerably. regular monthly 
mode of communication between this country and 
the Australian colonies; and even that system was 
esteemed a great advantage by the colonies. But 
on the 4th of February in that year that contract 
expired; and the Government declined to renew it, 
being in hopes that a contract with some steam 
company would speedily be effected, establishing a 
superior mode of communication. From that day
the 4th of February, 184B-there had been no regular 
communication whatever with the Australian colonies; 
and the usual inconveniences arising from interrupted 
communications -with this country had been acutely 
felt by the colonists. They had been obliged to pay 
a much higher, price for the transmission of news
papers, periodicals, reviews, and Parliamentary 
papers, than any other colony enjoying proper com
munications. The Government having advertised 
for tenders, among the tenders sent in was an offer 
from a company not now in existence-the Indian and 
Australian Steam Packet Company-to perform the 
service for 26,0001.; and that offer was accepted. 
When this company had completed the contract, it 
was proved ~hat it had not one shilling of capital 
subscribed; and yet such a company was allowed 
to keep the question entirely in its hands for nearly 
six months, and to keep every bona fide competitor 
out of the market. The state of the company was 
this, that so far from being able to put down a single 
steamer, or even the keel of a single steamer, it 
came under the operation of the Winding-up' Act. 
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and was entombed with many other companies of 
the same sort. It was clear that Government had 
not exercised sufficient supervision in giving so 
important a contract in that manner into the hands 
of a bubble company. In 1848, the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies, in a despatch to Sir Charles 
FitzRoy, the Governor of Australia, held out . hopes 
to the colonists that the communication would be 
immediately established; and they also had the 
assistant secretary to the Treasury writing that the 
Lords' Commissioners of lihat department were of 
opinion that so important a communication should 
not be allowed to depend solely on a question of 
expense, and that it should be established at all 
hazards. In 1849, the Peninsular and Oriental 
Steam Packet Company ofl'ered to perform the service 
between Singapore and Sydney for nothing, provided 
they got the sum paid partly by the East India 
Company and partly by the Gov:ernment for the 
service between Bombay and Suez. The course 
taken by the Hon. Gentleman opposite, the Member 
for Orkney, on this point, he thought was a very 
fair one, 115,000/. being the previous cost of the 
service, the offer of the Peninsular and Oriental 
Company was for 105,000/., and it was proposed that 
75,000[. of that sum should be furnished by the 
Government, . and the remaining 30,000/. by the 
East India Company; but the East India Company 
declined to enter into the arrangement. So ended 
the year 1849; he did not wish to make any re
flections on the East India Company for their 
conduct in this matter, he regretted the decision 
that the Hon. Company had come to: It was quite 

3 
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certain that in point of law they had a perfect right 
to act as the}" did, and no ona could object to their 
so doing as they acted for what they considered the 
interests of the great country committed to their 
care; but in the autumn of 1850 shortly after he 
had submitted his Motion of last year .to the 
House, notifications were issued by the Admiralty 
.for the third time, calling for tenders for this 
service; and the result was, that a tender was 
now before the Government, which the right Hon. 
Gentleman the Chancellor of the Exchequer did 
not think satisfactory. He (LoRD NilS) had been 
informed that that tender from the Peninsular 
and Oriental Company was an offer to perform the 
service between Singapore and Sydney, provided the 
usual rate of postage of one shilling on each letter 
going from thl.s country to Sydney was allowed 
to them; an<l he understood that the right Hon. 
Gentleman thought the tender now before the 
Government for performing the service for the 
amount of postage 'of letters alone, and free of 
expense to the Treasury, was unsatisfactory. Now 
all that he (LoRD NilS) wished to do by the Amend
ment he had to propose, was merely that the 
Australian part of the noble Viscount's Motion 
shQuld: be gone into first, and should be reported 
upon lUI a totally and an entirely separate question. 
Within the last two months, he understood a con· 
tract hq.d been entered into with a company to 
carry the l!lails to the Cape for 30,000/., and a 
similar contract ha<l been entered into with regard 
to Brazil. He therefore thought that the Australian 
colonies should at least be placed on an equality 
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with countries of' inferior importance, I1nd that 
the Government should not allow of such inexcusable 
delay. The colonists of' A.ustralia now almost 
despaired of' ever obtaining the necessary communi
cation from their own Government; and the inter
minable delays had, he understood, induced certain 
parties among the colonists to appeal to the Govern
ment of the United. States of' America to put on 
steamers between Panama. and Sydney. He though! 
there were very grave objections to such-a course
n course to which he had heen no party, but he 
merely mentioned the oircumstanoe to show the 
feeling prevailing in the colonies; and he :Feared 
that if'the House now refuse to agree to his Amend
ment, and would not urge <iii. the coin.n;littee the 
necessity of' reporting speedily With regard to the 
communication with A.ustralia, the, colonists would 
be led to think, after the mimber of years that 
the subject had been neglected, that their friends 
in this country had forgotten them, and that there 
must be some agenoy in thi!! country-something 
going on behind the scenes-calculated to deprive 
them of'the benefits of "this communication. The 
line between this country and Australia was yet 
open, " "and had not been given to anyone; on 
.the other hand, the contract between the Govern
ment and the East India Oompany had yet two 
years to run before it expired. He hoped, there
fore," that the House 'Yould accede to" his very 
moderate request, merely to transpose the wording 
of' the noble Viscount's Motion, so that the com
mittee should consider the A ustralian branch of' 
the question first, and should report first on that 



28 STEAM COMMUNICATION, AUSTRALIA. [27TH MAB-. 

branoh whioh might be aoted upon at onoe, before 
they entered upon the oonsideration of that· portion 
of their inquiry whioh (however soon they might 
report upon it) could not be aoted upon for more 
than two years. 

Amendment proposed-

"To reave out from the words 'appointed to,' to the end 
'of the Question, in order to add the words, 'To consider first, 
the subject. of steam communications, having for its object 
a li,ne, or lines, connecting India, England, and Australia, and 
to report to the House the most fitting mode in which such 
communication may be effected, with due care to economy. 
and with advantage to the public interests; and afterwards 
to inquire into the question of the existing steam commu
nications between England and India, and to report whe
ther any improvements may be made in the conduct of those 
communications previous to the grant of a further con
tract to any company proposing to carry on that line,' instead 
thereof. " 

Question proposed," That th~ words proposed to be .lef~ 
ouf; IItand part of the Question ... 



MILLING TRADE (IRELAND. ) 

HOUSE OF COMMONS, 15TH JULY 1851. 

[ It is known to all who are acquainted with the antecedents 
of LORD MAyo, that he entered Parliament on avowed 
Protectionist principles. In the year 1846, the Repeal of the 
Com LaWR, under the Government of Sir. Robert Peel, 
induced a large supply of foreign flour, especially American 
and French into the English Market. The Irish millers 
unable to compete with these foreign man;nactures, quietly 
saw the trade which supported large numbers of Irish work
men almost deserted. His Lordship feelingly depicts the 
unexampled depression in this as well as in Linen manuf~
tures and strongly urges that the House might take some 
measure to avert the complete destruction of those branches 
of Industry. The House dividAd at last: Ayes 93 ; -Noes 
128 Majority aga.lnst his Lordship's moti!)n 35.] 

L ORD NAAS: Sir, I have no apology to offer 
to the House for, even at this late period 

of the Sessiou, rising to move that this House do 
on a future day, resolve itself into a Committee of 
the whole House, to take into consideration the 
present state of the milling interest in Ireland. 
I have been induced to do so from statements that 
I have received, and also from circumstances that 
have come within my own personal observation. 
One of the greatest intere!;ts of Ireland is now 
actually on the brink of ruin, and "therefore I feel 
that _ I should ill discharge my duty to my consti
tuents, and my country, did I not _ avail myself of 
the earliest opportunity of laying before this House 
the circumstances of this alarming·- case. Sir, the 
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industrial occupations of the Irish people have for 
long consisted first of agriculture, which occupies 
seven-eighths 9f the population, of the woollen, 
linen, and Hour manufactories. These great interests 
our statesmen who lived in the end of the last 
and the beginni.ng of this century made their especial 
care; and under their fostering inHuence they 
gradually rose to importance and greatness; but 
as those old patriots snnk one by one into their 
graves, their doctrines were forgotten, their principles 
disregarded; new theories began to gain ground, 
and those great interests which they wisely thought 
worthy of the protection and care of a native 
Legislature, are now gradually falling before the 
baneful effects· of imperial indifference. What has 
become of our . woollen manufacture, this House 
is . probably well aware. How our agriculture, our 
mainstay and cuief dependence, bas suffered, Her 
Majesty's Ministers have in their Speech from the 
Throne themselves deplored. . I have ilow the painful 
duty of showing to this House how the most 
important of our manufactures, that of wheat into 
Hour, is almost extinct; and it is with deep concern 
that I declare my belief that its entire loss. may 
soon be looked for, unless something is done to 
avert the blow. l will commence by showing what 
the country has· lost in the production of wheat, 
the raw material of the-miller. I find that in 1845 
the exports of wheat from Ireland amounted to 
372,000 quarters, whereas in 1850 they were only 
76,000 quarters; the exports of wheatmeal and 
Hour were 1,422,000 cwts., but in 1850 they had 
fallen to 327,000 cwts. And, now see what· in this 
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single article of wheat Ireland has lost since the 
days of her comparative prosperity. Up to 1845, 
Ireland exported generally on an average about 
500,000 quarters, which, valued at 408. a quarter, 
would be equivalent to 1,000,000l., now utterly -lost 
to her. Taking the· import of the present year 
at 800,000 quarters, this- would require a sum of 
1,600,000/. to pay for it, so that the entire loss, 
compared with the state of the corn trade a few 
years ago, when Ireland exported considerably, 
would be ,equal in the whole to 2,600,0001., or one
sixth of the entire valuation of the country; and 
this probably far below the reality. This loss fell 
not altogether upon the farmer; the miller suffered 
too. The English market to which he was used to send 
his best samples, is now glutted with French and 
American flour, with which he finds it impossible 
to compete. The country miller· in Ireland was 
the farmer's best customer; he employed a large 
capital in his trade, and in all the great markets 
was the readiest buyer, and it required the employ
ment of considerable capital, for he was obliged 
to purchase hi.s stock between the harvest and 
spring, thus purchasing when the farmer was most 
in need of money, and when it suited him best 
to dispose of his produce. This placed him in a 
very different position from miller at the ports, 
who can always obtain his supply of grain to his 
hand at any time. 

I will now proceed to show to the House the 
present state of this interest in Ireland, and though 

- it is impossible for me to inform the House as to 
the circumstances of every mill in the country, I 
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shall be able to bring such a statement before it, 
that the House can come to a very accurate idea 

. of what is the general position of the trade. Through 
the perseverance and energy of certain gentlemen 
in London, who have taken up this subject most 
warmly, and to whom the millers are deeply indebted, 
I have been furnished with returns from upwards 
of 340 mills, including all the largest establishments 

. in the country, and find that the value of 349 mills 
in Ireland represented a sum of 1,487,310l., running 
1,876 pairs of stones. So much for the value of 
only a' few of the mills in Ireland,. Now, what 
their present state is the following table will show: 

TIME-WORKING OF 321 MILLS IN IRELAND • 

..., 
.: .: 'tb '" '" .: ~ 1.;; 

~ ~ (I) 

§ .9 
.!ii 

.., 
:::s '" 0 

~ p 0 ...:I Eo< 
0 t- ..... 

<Xl ..... "" "" C'l 
<Xl <0 "" ..... "" ----------

Full time 12 2 15 39 
Not full 10 6 1 7 
Three-quarters 1· 4 6 
Two-thirds 1 1 3 6 
Half-time 27 2 2 37 81 
Not half 3 15 1 3 10 
One-third 16 3 19 8 48 
One-fourth 6 5 12 18 
One-sixth 1 3 6 
One-eighth 1 2 1 2 
Not one-ninth 2 2 
Partially 2 5 11 
Given tit and idle ... 12 4 2 17 45 
Full on ndian com 5 15 2 10 21 
Half-time ditto 1 4 7 8 
Full on oatmeal 1 1 3 
Not one-fourth ditto 1 7 7 

--
1371321 88 61 35 
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INFORMATION RESPECTING LABOUR· EMPLOYED 

IN 318 MILT,S. 

No. of Pairs of 
No. of men employed. 

Provinces, Mills Stones. When in At present. 
full work. 

--- , 

Ulster. ... 61 289 930 573 
Connaught ... 3G 147 467 273 
Munster ... 87 512 2267 1041 
Leinster ... 134 705 2111 900 -_._. - . .. 

Total. ... 318 1723 5775 2787 

Though these. are the aotual numhers or men 
out of work in the mills, yet it gives a very small 
idea. of the number of men aotually ~en:tployed 
in oonsequence of the reduotion of mills, for none 
of the oarmen, oomporters, boatmen, and faotors' 
men are mentioned above. ' 

But to give the House a greater insight in the 
aotual state of this' trade, I will read a few individual 
statements, taken from the handwriting of persons 
engaged in this pursuit, and couched in their own 
homely language. One gentleman writes~ 

.. Mr. Crosthwaite, of Bagnalstown, Carlow, estimates thaI; 
his mills, working 24 pairs of mill-stones, gives support I!-nd 
employment to 3000 families; Mr. Malley, of Castle bar, his 
eight-pair mill to 100 families ; Mr. Rathbone, of VirgiJlia, 
Cavan, his six-pair mills to 60 families; and the Messrs. 
Grubbs, of Ferrybank" Waterford, their eleven-pail' mills 
employ and support 106 families. Therefore the returns show 
that UpOD the employment of the corn mills returned, 22,512 

. families depended for support. We have 685 mills in the books, 
and averaging them each at four pair of stones-2,740 stones 
give labour and support to 30,880 families, and thea.e mUle 
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will make 109,600 sacks of flour per week, or 5,000,000 sacks 
per annum; showing the eapabilities· of the mill power of 
Ireland with good protective laws-these ·may be .considered 
export mills. Mr. Clibborn says, there are 1,800 mills for 
grinding oatmeal and corn in Ireland. If these 30,880 families 
be taken at four each, it wili show 123,520 souls depending on 
the corn millers directly for su~port. 

~ 

And now, Sir, I will read to this House various 
notes and remarks which have been sent by some 
Irish millers with their statistics ;-

"ULSTER, Armagh, No.7. 5 ··pairs stone.-Thls mill was 
built 5 years' past, and in consequence of the late Bill_of Sir 
Robert Peel, was obliged to give up making flour. 

"Down, No. 14, 9 pairs stones.-2 water flour mills and 
wind mill idle. from badness of the trade. .1 cannot let or sell 
them. 

"Cavan, No. 18, 6 pairs stones.--Including carters, there are 
40. men thrOwn. out of work a.t the ·two mills of Messrs. 
Rathbone; but in the returns the millers only losing work 
are estimated at 14. 

H LEINSTER, County Dqblin, No.4, 9 pairs stones.---I banght 
an iron wheel for 400l. in 1847 but in consequence of free trade, 
I abandoned the idea. of putting it up; if I had, I would 
require more than double Lhe hands: 

"Ditto No. 64.---1 have 4 pair nearly ready for work, but 
will not finillh them· until the free-trade plague is removed-.
we seldom work our corn mill--since December, the price of 
flour being so kept down by the quantity imported, and parti
cularly the large lots of slightly damaged coming every day 
into the market; m~st t?-rn the mill into something else . 

. " Kilkenny, No. 79,'9 pairs stones.--From the great diffi
culty we experience in endeavouring to sell flour, we do not 
keep one pair of stones constantly at work ; we have very 
much improved the quality, still we can scarcely. dispose of 
a sack in Liverpool, where we could readily sell 200 to 300 
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,sacks weekly before the change in the corn laws; every market 
seems full of French flour. 

" Louth, No. 61.---Situated in one of the best wlieat dis
tricts of Ireland, but. owing to the large quantities of foreign 
flour coming into this place, and neighbouring towns, ruis 
not dressed one bag of flour since 1st of February, and at 
present 400 ,bags on hand, and not a baker or other to 
ask the price of it, with 50~,barrels of wheat ready to manu
facture, so that the flour mill is only grinding a little wheat 
for wheat meal to retail. 

"Kilkenny, No. 59.---A mill with 7 pairs stones, now idle. 
French flour'is selling so low, and Irish wheat not grown. From 
1837 to 184;' these mills (3, with 17 pairs stones) cost for 
camers' wages and men's labour 3,5001. per annum; they now 
cost only 5001. yearly : the labourers all in the poor-house or 
gone to America, that were then employed. 

"MUNSTER, Clonmel and neighbourhood, No. 16.---11 mills, 
89 pairs stones, cost 70,50Q1. ; not on an average more than 
one-third worked for the past eight months. owing to the heavy 
imports of foreign flour into all our usilal markets. 

"Cork. No. 36---Th~ importation of fort.'ign flour. interferes 
so much with the trade, and it is so dull ,in consequence, that 
scarcely first' cost can be made of the wheat, and not allowing 
anything to pay the expenses of clerk, millers, carters, labourers, 
and"interest 6f capital. If something is not done to afford some 
protection to the trade, these concerns will be stopped, (9 pair 
mill, value 7,0001.) which will ada considerably to the distress 
of an already very p~or .district, heavily' taxed with poor 
rates, &c. ' 

"Waterford, No. 50---A mill, 5 pairs stones,' cost 5,0001. all 
idle, and remains as a monument of the baneful effects 'Of free 
trade ; every men discharged, 

"Tipperary, No. 9--10 pair mill, 5,0001., about one-third 
worked; our export trade being totally.annihilated by the 
immense importations of foreign grain: 100 men once employ
ed, now 40. 

"Cork, . No. 28.---The water-power mills at Shannon Vale 
are and ),lave been idle these \hree years. (worked 10 pair 
stones per. water. ) We expended over 8,0001. in additional 
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buildings and machinery within 19 years, after which the mill 
part was burnt down. We since put up the mills and machi
nery on the newest principles, at an expense of 3,OOOl., but 
finding free trade interfered so much with millers, we never 
since worked them,' and they are idle these three years. We 
were glad to give a surrender of these mills after all our 
expenditure. 40 men were employed---most of the men and 
families are now in the poor-house. 

"Kilkenny, No. 84.---1 am ordered by Government to let 2 
pair sleep, to accommodate the French and American millers; 
and also 3 pair by night occasionally to oblige the den of 
Cobden, Bright, and Co., the destructives. I W3B under pain 
of losing all my property, being compelled by Sir Robert Peel 
and free-trade millers, now repentant, to put out the fires of 
my steam engines, and discharge my men, in order to benefit 
the country with a big loaf, and no money to buy. 

"Louth, No. 22---Mills 5 pairs stones, value 5,OOOl.,--all 
the 10 men discharged. A long time standing, from the plain 
fact of not being able to make a profit out of either foreign, 
or home-grown wheat, oats, or Indian corn." 

( 

This, then, is the present state of the greatest 
of our manufactures in Ireland. Is it not a state 
of uhexampled depression? Is it enough to alarm 
Itny true lover of his country, and make one tremble 
for the effect such a loss may have on an already 
impoverished nation? nut now for the cause. It 
is too apparent that this loss of property and trade 
has been ocoasioned by the enormous and unexpeoted 
importation of foreign flour; a ciroumstance quite 
unforeseen by the authors of the measure of 1846, 
and even unlooked for by them, till within the 
last year. I find that a paper, supposed to represent 
the opinions of the Treasury Benoh, and conducted 
by one of its most distinguished members, expressed 
a. decided opinion on this subjeot, so lately as last 
year, after having stated that Franoe impprted 
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annually, on an average, 650,000 quarters of wheat. 
The Economist says-

.. As a source of permanent supply, therefore, this fad alone 
would not induce us to look to France, and we are the less 
inclined to do so, whe~ we consider the very backward state 
of a.,ooriculture in that "country, and the extr-emely small produce 
of the la.nd, which appears to have "been stationary for nearly 
60 years." -

But what is -the fact ?-how d.i:H'erent the practice 1 
I hold in my hand a. return which I moved for 
during this Session of Parliament, and which will 
show a very d.i:H'erent result from that predicted 
by the EcoMmist; and here I may remark, that 
as the distress which I have brought under the 
notice of this House, dated principally -from the 
time that. French flour began to be largely imported, 
I shall confine myself to that part of the case, as 
I b_elieve that the nearness of French ports, and 
other circumstances to which I will hereafter allude, 
renders her at present our most formidable competitor. 
The return I allude to shows what has -actually 
taken place in the importation of French :-

WHEAT FLOUR---REDUCED TO ITS EQUIVALENT !liT 

QUARTERS OF WHEAT. 

Imported fromFrance. 

Into England, qrs. 
Into Scotland, qrs. 
Into Ireland qrs. 

Into United Kingdom 

1849. 
216,987 
38,089 
32,426 

287,502 
4 

1850. 
435,575 
.57,682 
56,793 

550,050 
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Into England, qrs. 
Into Scotland, qrs. 
Into Ireland, qrs. 

Imported from France. 

Last qr. of 1850 
separately. 

129,346 
18,106 
17,571 

First qr. of 
1851. 

160,409 
38,161 
27,979 

Into United Kingdom. 165,023 226,549 

These returns, therefore, show that·in the first 
quarter of the present year there was imported 
of wheat Hour, into the United Kingdom, very 
nearly as much as in the whole of the year 1849. 
I can now show the House a French account of 
their exportation :-The Moniteur of June 15th, 
1851, concluded the official report of the Special 
Committee appointed to inquire into the question 
of admitting foreign corn into France for grinding 
and exportation, drawn by M. de Ill. Rochette :~ 
The following< are the quantities given in this report 
of the exports of corn for the twelve months ending 
August 1, 1850, and for seven months of the agri~ 

cultural year 1851 :-

Year ending Seven months to 
August 1. 1850 :March 1, 1851. 

Metrical quintals. :Metrical fiuintals. 
Flour 902,481 987,918 
Wheat 943,639 1,183,902 
Maslin 3,488 2,021 
Rye 84,190 75,597 
Barley 93,860 219,832 
Buckwheat 1,032 27,388 
Maize 193,187 59,466 

Potatoes 638,584 315,175 

Legumes 83,171 100,147 

Oats 81,532 83,807 

Tot.1.1 2,975,164 3,055,253 
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It appears from these figures that the exportations 
from France during the seven months of the current 
year haY'e exceeded those for the whole of the 
year 1849 by 1,080,089 quintals, showing an in
crease in two years of 54 per cent. In the agricul
tural year of 1850 the Hour exported amountt::d. 
to 902,48l quintals, and the wheat to 943,639 
quintals. During the seven months of the agricul-

. tural year of 1851 the exports of Hour from France 
amounted to 987,918 quintals, and the wheat to 
1,183,902 quintals. These quantities, reduced to 
their equivalents in imperial quart~!S, :will stand 
thus :-

Wheat, qrs. 
Flour, qrs. 

Total 

12 mon~hs, 1850. 
418,549 
506,494 

925.043 
.. 

'1 monthS, 1851. 
554,443 
525,122 

1,079,565 

It would be seen too, by the following detailed· 
statement, what was the exact amoutit of the bonus 
obtained in the various ports of France upon ship
ping Hour instead of wheat, in consequence of the 
difference in the freight between the articles :-

CHANNEL PORTS. 

Average freight of wheat per qr. 
Duty 

• 
Freight on produce thereof in fine 

flour 
Duty 

as. 0<1. 
1 0 

4 Ocl 

b 6d. 
o lld. 

-2 5 
Bonus in favour of the French miller 1 !i 
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Fteight of wheat 
Duty. 

Freight on fine fio1ll" 
I>u.t,Y' 

MARsEILLES. 

4s 
I 

5 
2 10 
0- 11 

3 
1 

[ 1851. 

6cl 
o 

6 

9 
I) 

Thig fast table shows: how great an advantage 
the importer of flour haS over the importer of grain. 
a.nd hoW' likely it iso that the" French manufaoturer~ 
having discovered this mine of wealth, is likely 
to pursua his a.dvantage to It far greater extent 
than he does -at present. It: has been stated by 
one of Her Majesty's Ministers, in another place. 
that the French miller was restricted in the expor
tation of the produce grown on the French soil. 
But this is-not all the £lase." A gentleman connected 
with the trade. ha~ng read that statement in the 
newspapers, wrote 1xl France on the subject" and 
here iEI the a.nswe:r to his inquirie!l :~ 

" 1st Question,--·Is it permissible to receive- foreign wheal! 
in every French port to be ground in bond, or is that privilege 
only to be el!joyed by Marseilles '/'" 

,. Answer.-.. Everybonded French port nas the privilege. 
For instance, not only Marseilles, but Nantes, Havre, Dunkirk, 
&0. • "2nd Question ... ·What quantity of Hour must be exported 
for a certain quantity of wheat imported ." 

"Answer.':"·70 pep cent of wheat. For instance, for a. 
quarter of wheat weighing 500 Ibs., 350 Ibs. of Hour. The 
Hour must be exported within 20 days from the time the wheat 

" was impoI11ed. The. flour mW!t be. exported from the same 
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port at which the wheat was lande, ~"~.pl~~e 
division. FOJl example, it would not be icib'l~4 impo 
whea.t into Ma.rseilles, and avoid 'the dutY'~!Ti1~~~liIl 
of export for flour for Dunkirk. France will not allow any 
flour to be imported into France." 

This, therefore, is nothing mo~ nor less than fa 

regular system of grinding wheat in bond for 
exportation, and there is nothing to prevent the 
the French from grinding the wheat that was im· 
ported from the Mediterranean ports and sending 
it into England. I do not pretend to say that the 
French had· availed themselves of the power to 
any great extent of bonding their flour, but it is 
too evident that the practice is gradually increasing. 
Now I have received a very able communication, 
written by a corn factor in Dublin, to a country. 
miller, which shows the whole case better than I 
could possibly express it :-

~ 

t< Dublin, 26th April, 185!. 

" I believe there can be no second opinion on the subject, 
tha.t the tra.de has been most seriously interfered with.. Our 
sales of Irish flour a.re now but little above the proportion 
of one to three' of French, and I believe the same could be 
sald by every other commission house in Dublin, whilst in 
Liverpool and Manchester, the grea.t ma.rkets for Irish flours 
in former yea.rs, the proportions a.re still less. I know severa.! 
luge mills unworked, and many others but pa.rtWIy so, and 
I need not tell you as a miller, tha.t until wheat, both native 
and foreign, recede fully 10 per' cent below even the present 
low ra.tes, this sta.te of' things cannot be otherwise, improve 
your style of manufa.cture how you will. 

. "Much has been sa.id. about the inferiority of our system 
of manufa.cturing, and I a.dmit with truth--and much also 
of our choice of wheats. from the grana.ries of the world, 
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which I also assent to ; but unless you as a miller can buy 
this wheat at such price as will admit of some margin for your 
cost and profit in manufacturing, your skill and good wheat 
will do you little good. 

"Now considering that your legislators in speering into 
the future overlooked in toto in their calculations that source 
of supply which I may say has inundated our markets with 
flour, it appears to me safer to judge of facts as we find them, 
and from our opinio~ on the experience of the past twelve 
months of our trade ; and I Ipaintain that no miller in this 
country can buy wheat in any of our markets, take that 
wheat to his mill, grind it and re-sell it, in competition with 
the French flours now offering, with a profit, but on the 
eontrary a loss. It may be said, much of this French flour 
is leaving a loss to the importer, and prices will go up when 
present stocks are reduced. Our house, however, hold con
signments direct from more than our French manufacturer ; 
and my opinion is, that having a 'surplus'they will consign 
it to our markets if we do not 'buy' it ; and from some 
knowledge of the provincial parts of France I would say that 
if their surplus of ' wheat has admitted of their immense ex
ports to us since in 1848, moderate improvement in their 
system of agriculture will greatly increase that surplus. 

'" Again, let us look to American supplies, and I think it 
must be admitted that barrel flour can now be bought in 
Liverpool, in good condition, cheaper relatively than their 
wheats. The same applies to French flours and wheats ; for 
exanlple, the wheats from both these countries could not be 
bought at any of our ports of discharge during the past 
season, to form a fair miller's average, so as to produce flour 
equal to the French or American under 238. to 238. 6a. per 
barrel. We are selling French flour of prime quality at 118. 
6d. to 128. 6a. per cwt., about equal to what such wheats 
would produce if well 'manufa~tured; and I believe your 
miller will confirm my assertion, that at 118. 6a. the return 
from the barrel of wheat would not exceed 238. 6a., and at 
128. 6d.but 258., leaving in the first case nothing, and in the 
second but Is. 6a. towards working, cost and profit, supposing 
the buyer to be a miller at the seaport ; but if (as in your 
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own case as well as that of many others who have embarked 
capital in mills at greater or less distances in the interior of 
the country) there is to be calculated additional cost on the 
raw material going to be manufactured, and cost of placing 
the flour on a market other than that of the immediate locality 
of the mill, the trade would be ruinous. American flour ill 
now selling in Liverpool, sweet and in condition, at 19$. per 
barrel, or about lOs. 9a. per cwt. These remarks apply to the 
general quality of floUr in use by bakers, but hold good, with 
all qualities relatively. No doubt much foreign and also 
native wheats have been Bold, in good condition, from 198. per 
barrel upwards; but such wheats would not give flour equal 
in quality to that alluded to. It may be fairly presumed that 
French millers, like. our own, make a careful selection of the 
wheats in their respective districts, leaving but the middling and 
inferior for export, consequently the quality of their flour should 
be better than ours from French wheat: moreover, it is well 
known in the milling trade that it is on the home sale of coarse 
flours that the principal profit is made, the fuie flour produced 
being sold at a comparatively low profit:. ~he fair inference is, 
that the course of $.e French trade in this respect is similar to 
our own, and that they will always sell their fine flour com
paratively cheaper than their coarse; in fact they must sell it, 
and it is more to their advantage to export flour than wheat, 
as in addition to retaining cOaJ."Se food. for their~ own popu
lation, there is a saving of freight of fully 8 sto;ne on e:"ery 
barrel of 20 stone. 

"These reasons, confirmed by the fact of continued im
portation on a very large scale, say 50,000 sacks during the 
last 10 days between London, Liverpool and Dublin, lead 
to the conclusion that the pressure from the French millers· 
will continue, and will increase; the result will be ruinous 
to the milling interests of this country, those in the in
terior falling first, coarse feeding will become scarce, and 
much enhanced in value, to the injurY of the lower orders 
and agriculturists ; the value of any wheat grown in theSP. 
countries still further depressed, first, by the natural importation 
of food . itself, and, secondly, by its perishable nature, as 
flour, unlike wheat, cannot be held over, and must at times 
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be unfairly pressed on the markets Lo avoid loss by going, 
out of condition. . 

" You must excuse this terrible scribble of a letter, but 
I have been both hurried and interrupted whl.lst writing. 

"Yours truly,-.. --." 

I now, Sir, c01!le to one of the most curious 4'e!J.
tures. in the w~ole of this deplorable caSIl, and that is, 
that so far from the rum of the miller having contri
buted to the welfare of t1;le p09rer portion of the con
sumers, their condition has been actually made 
worse, and a great quantity of the coarser sorts of 
Hour and breadstuffs' are kept out of the country, 
which were_ usually consumEld by this_ class. The 
followiug is an extract from the circular of the 
Irish millers. issued last May :-

"As superfin.e flour only ~ imported, ~d as each quarter 
of wh~at yields (accordin/t to. thEl quality of extra fineness 
of the. flour and thEl pa.r!;icular kind. of wheat) from 300 
down to 2601bs. (and in some instances even less), now 
we take an average, and for convenience take 280 lbs. 
as the weight. of a. sack of flour, allowing the quarter 
of wheat to weigh 480 Ibs. and waste 14 Ib9. it is
obvious that about 186- Ibs. of the, coarse flour, bran,
&c., fitted for the consumption of our, oWn population, and 
the manu,facture of biscuit and. feeding purposes, is kept out 
of the country by the import of the said sack of floqr, 
inste~ of the quarter, of wheat. This deficiency has to be 
met in two, different' waYs, a certain portion of othe~ food 
(Indian corn, &c.) has to be especially imported .at a. higher 
relative value, than would othe.rwise have to be paid, in 
consequenc.e of the especial demand, and the consumption 
has to, be checked. by the higher price paid for it, and by 
the enhanced value caused by scarcity of the coarse por
tion of the .. prQduce of. the wheat,m8.1lufactured ,h~e. This . . 
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is shown by the fact that coarse flour and bran are ac
tually as dear, and in some Distances dearer, with super
fines at 308. per sack, than when they were at 5OB~ and 
558. The working classes and tradesmen, the farmer or house
holder who required bran and the coarsest flour for feed
ing, feel this most severely. The former has. to consume 
Indian com or flour, almost half bran ; the 4tter was obliged to 
lessen bi5 stock of pigs, cattle, &c., and to feed those he 
does keep at a disadvantage." 

I have.. alsQ received the following letter from 
Mr. Robinson, of Dundalk, dated. the 26th of 
Ma.y, 1851:-

"My Lord-I perceive with, pleasure your notice of 
Motion for the 3rd June about the milling interest. For 
the last two months a hundred. of bran Wall not to be 
had ·ill Newry or Dundalk under 58, whereas .there wa.s 
plenty finlt flour at 118. 6d.,--a, circuinsta.nce Cluite unpre
cedented. FeedeIS of all cattle, and. the poor, are by far 
the WOISt off, from want of the coarse~ floUIS and bJ:3.ll, 
whilst we are overwhelmed with the finest." 

I can also show a most true and accurate es
timate ot the actual loss received by the poor by 
this state of things. The effects produced byth~ 
imports of floUl' from France, might be judged by 
the following extract from a lette:r of Mr. L. 
Crosthwaite, a highly respectable merchant in Dub. 
lin. It was dated May 15, 1851:-

".But taking the year- 1850, the value of the import 
may be estimated as follows :-595,355 qrs. of wheat, at. 40,. 
1,190,710,1.; 1,925,175 ~ of flour, at 121. 1,155,1051., 
makipg a total of 2,345,815{. The coarse flour and offal from 
the wheat that would be required to make the above quan
tity 01 fine flour, may be estimated at 1,036,632 cwts.; 
1,036,632 ewts. at the average value of coarse {lO1ll' an4 
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bran, even when wheat was dearer than at present, was 
58. 6d. per cwt., and would make thereat 285,073l.; but the 
actual present selling price of such coarse flour and bran; 
is an average- of 78. 4d. per cwt., thus making 380,0987.: 
being ali advanced price for the coarser food of 95,024.; and 
the' practical working of the system is, that the rich eiasses 
may, perhaps, effect a saving of about lB. per cwt. on fine 
flour, being on 1.925,175 cwts., 96,258l.; whilst the poorer clas
ses pay an advance of about lB. 10d. per cwt. on 1,036,632 
cwts. of coarse flour and bran, making 95,025l. This shows 
the advanced price which the lower orders of society in 
these countries are obliged to pay, in consequence of the en
couragement given to the import. of flour instead of wheat 
from France alone; but as the operation of the system has 
an effect on the prices of the coarse flour and offal of the 
l)roduce of all the wheat ground in these countries, the ac
tual enhanced prices _ paid by the poorer classes in Great 
Britain and Ireland amount to an enormous sum in the 
aggregate, and, moreover, additional expense and inconveni
ence arise in the rellfing of young stock and poultry." 

Now, Sir, it has repeatedly been stated that 
one reason why the French miller could beat UB, 

was that they were superior manufacturers~ h 
impression has gone abroad that the British and 
Irish millers were inferior in intelligenoe to their 
French competitors; but I believe nothing can 
be more unfounded than that they are inferior to 
any millers on earth either in intelligence, in their 
machinery, <>r in their mode of working. I do 
not wonder at this argument, for it has of late 
been quite the fashion' with a certain party in this 
country to uudervalue and run down our own 
workmen. The farmer, I well remember, has con
stantly been desoribed as most deficient in intelli
gence, ignorant of his profession, uneducated and 
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stupid, little better than the clod of the soil, and 
utterly unequal to the management of a farm, 
that perhaps he and his fathers had lived on in 
honour and comfort for thirty generations; he was 
opposed to all progress, a thing of a past age~ 

brutal, boorish, and superstitious, st;rongly suspect~ 
·ed of an inordinate love of beer, and a belief in 
witchcraft. The British sailor was also said to be 
drunken and mutinous, and attempts were made 
during the debates on the Navigation Laws, to 
prove that they as a class were undeserving of 
the countenance and protection of this House; 
the same course is now pursued with regard to 
the miller, and high authorities have told the 
British miller in (I must say) somewhat an insul
ting tone, that he should go to France and 
learn his trade. Now, sir, I a~ happy to say 
that I am in a position to disprove this mon~ 

strous assertion, which I sincerely trust will. nevel' 
again be made. 

The great object of the miller is the close se
paration of the farinaceous part of the grain from 
the skin, and the great test of good milling is 
the light weight of the bran (showing the com
plete separation of the flour from the bran). Tried 
by this criterion it was shown, by somo returns 
laid before Sir Robert Peel in 1842, that the 
British millers were equal if not superior to the 
French. The produce of flour from the quarter of 
wheat of 480 lbs. was given from three difl'erent 
ports of the kingdom:-
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LONDON. LIvERPOOL. NORWICH. 
Ibs. Ibs. Ibs. 

First, or fines 313 Superfine •.• 290 White 316 
Seconds ... 50 Seconds 63 Seconds 36 
Middlings, 3ds 17 Biscuit, 3ds 28 Coarse 24 
Coarse, ditto 15 Fine pollard.. 12 Sharp 14 
Bran 70 Bran •.. 70 Bran & shorts 76 
Waste ... 15 Waste 17 Waste 14 

480 480 480 

This gives the total Hour-London, 380 lbs.; 
Liverpool, 382lbs.; Norwich,376Ibs. The qualities 
after the firsts or fines are all kept back by the 
foreign miller. Now, the manufacture of the Bel
gian and French millers is thus. From 480Ibs., 
a quarter of wheat ;-

BRUSSELS. LILLE ll'D P A.RIS. 
Ibs. lbs. 

Fine or :first 260 Firsts 300 
Seconds I 
Thirds 122 Seconds I 

Thirds So 
Offals 84 Offals 84 
Waste 14 Waste 16 

480 490 

Or, Hour-Brussels, 380 lbs.; France, 3821bs. 
Of this, therefore, but 260 lbs. is exported by the 
Brussels millers, who keep back 220 lbs., and 
France, 180 lbs. This is the ordinary make; but 
of the extra fine qualities, which compete so se
verely at Dilblin, the French millers take but 
240 "lbs. out of 480 lbs. weight of wheat. The se
conds and thirds named above are much inferior 
to the seconds and coarse of the English and 
Irish mill:er, as they contain" the coarse middlings 
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()fth~ London miller, the fl.D.e pollards of the- Li" 
verpool miller~' and that sharps' of the Norlolkrmil ... 
ler ; and it will be" seen. that the 84 lb. weight 
of ofl'llls made by' the foreign: miller showS' them to -
be worse manufacturerir of'weight thaii the' Eng;:. 
lish. as their weight' of offai is but 'to to 76'lb., 
arid as the price of ofl'als- is: but; h1!lf ,that, of 
wheat, the less made of' that quality th(l' better 
for the miller. Ta1di:rg' the ma.'illliaotuie' of 1l'ouii 
as made' into th~ qualities in: the most genertll 

'use,' which tire ternied house~holds" or ftnes......of 
these' qualitie~ five times more are soid than any 
other' sort,. and' of this 350 lbs. are' taken from' a 
q'Ulirler of wheat. n woUld, iildeed" bel sUrp~g 
if it were otherwise~ for' good' milling depenM 
mainly upon good maohinery, an<i' as no one who 
visits the Great Exhibition cali- fail' to perceive 
that we have beaten every other hation' in. the 
world ID' the manufaoture ofmachili~rt, it is to 
be expeoted that the English manufacturer;': with: 
every improvement in' machinery, at his door" 
should' be able to: exoel the French Illillersi' wh~ 
are 'obliged to buy their best machirieIj from 
this oountry. Why, sir, the best" mill' in France. 
is Y. D' Arblay's, at OorbeilIe; and from' the su* 
periority and excellence of its ma6hinery;i it is' 
called " The English Mill;" and so it, should 
be, because' itS' machinery was allnost entirely 
made. in t~s country. It is said aga.in th8.t, the; 
English miller could not compete with the Frenoh; 
beOl~use he does not adopt the silk sieves; but the 

'tact is;' tha~ they have' been tried in England: • 
oier and OVel again, and there is the greatest dif. 

5 ' 
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ference of opinion with respect to their merits; 
some. of, the the oldest and most practical millers 
in the Qountry. being of opinion that the old wire 
sieve, improved as it has been by new' patents, 
"rae the :hest mode of dressing the flour. The real 
reason why the French beat us is, that they have 
labour cheaper, t.bey are compara.tively untaxed; that 
they enjoy protective laws, and that the French 
Government, instead of thronring every obstacle in 
the· way .of the manufacturer, . have from time to 
time taken his case into consideration~ and have 
done «(verything they posSibly could. to . increase 
and foster the productiQD. of ~ench flour; and 
you may. bring as many arguments, theories, and 
hypotlletical cll-ses as you like, to prove thll,t it 
ought not to be so, but the plain fact is not to 
be denied-.the French miller will ruin the Eng
lish one if thls competition goes QU. There is an
other point connected with this case, which, is ~a
ther remarkable. It was predioted" th.at as soon 
as we adopted free trade, QlU' example would be 
followed by every other nation, and that the king~ 
doms of the world wo-qId speedily em~ate eaoh 
othe~ m: quickly following our. footsteps. But the 
reverse. is the case; Russia, Amerioa, and Ger
many are still a,s proteoti.onist as ever; and so far 
.is our new system from having been in the least 
degree oopiedby Franoe, that they have aotually, 
since 1846,taken steps to proteot and foster still 
more, at our expense, their own millers and manu~ 
facturers. The Frenoh committee on the grind
ing of com, . to whioh I have already referred, 
have reoommended the maint~nanoe of the ordin .. 
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ance allowing the grinding of wheat in bond, un
der certain new regulations, the principal of. which 
was that all hard foreign wheats, or wheats con
taining one-fifth hard. corn, should· be prohibited, 
from being ground under its provisi~ns. ~. 
shows, that so far is France from being inclined 
to open her ports, that she is in fact throwing 
restrictions in the way of importation, and is 
a.bout to pass. a. law which will, to a consid~ra.bl~ 
degree, have the effect of. sending that, article intq 
our mark(lts. The linen trade is now the only 
staple branch of industry left to :trel8.n~; and 
what has been the effect of the measures adopt.ed 
of,1ate years upon that trade P It appears, froni 
a return upo~ the table of the House, ~at th~ 
following were the quantities of wheat and wheat
en roea1, respectively imported from France into 
Great Britain and treland, during.......!. 

1842 
IB50 

Wheat 
469,7()7 qrs. 
595,355 

Wheaten Meal or Flour. 
164,690 cwt. 

1,925,175 " 

Of linen yarn there Wa.s exported from the 
United Kingdom into: France dUrlD.gthe same' 
periods :-

1842 22,202,292 lbs. 
1850 690,602 " 

It will be perceived, that the export of' linen 
yarns from Great Britain and" Ireland to France 
reached. its maximum in 1842, and'in : that . year 
amounted to, 22,202,292 'lbs., but declined in 1850 
to 690,602 lbs. The value 'may be estimated as 
follows :-
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184~, ~,202,292 lba. at 18. 5el. per lb. 1,&72,661l. 
1850, .690,602 The,. ali ~8. 5r1. " ~,9171.· 

.JIigh duties in France gradually diminished 
the ~xport. It will be !leen .that in 1845 the 
quantity exp~rted had been reduced to about 
9000,000 Ibs. Not satisfied with this reductioni 
o~ . ~he following year an augmentation of duty of 
ab~ut one-third was imposed on the finest kinds~ 
being those chiefly continued to be imported; and 
t~enoe the reduotion of export still more rapidly 
:proceeded. ;But ot4er and . more extraordinary 
~e~ were resorted to. The importation -of linen 
YII.l1lS from Belgium was encouraged, as will ap
pear' from the following scale of duties whioh still 
exist in France' on their importation. from Great 
Bri~ain . an_4 Ireland and from Belgium :....;.. 

• from Grea~ Britijoin FrQIIl 

and Ireland. Belgium. 

1st. CIasa 1 .to .9 leas 41f. 80p. 19/. 36c. 
2d " 10 t919 52. ~ 27 40 
3d " 2.0 to 38 88 0 48 40 

414 /I. .iO.to 68 137 50 3~ 60 
ij~ " 60 a.nd ;u.jlwards. 181 4Q 98 56 

Per 1QO Kilogrammes 2.201bs. 

It will pe perceived that Belgium yarns have 
been, and are, admitted at little more than half 

"the duties imposed on those from Great Britain 
~cl Ireland, ami that the export from the latter 

. OQuntri~/3 has ~eeJl. nearly annihilated, having been 
l'9<l1l~ ~() ope~thirtiet.l;J., part of what it was in 
;1842. I do not pretend to say that our linen 
manufacturers have D.o~ ~creased. I reJoioe to say 
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that the contrary is ~he case; but ;r do $8.Yi 
that as . far as France is concerned, she has had 
all' the gain, without giving anycorresporid.4J,g 
advantage to us: we have"taken and paid:iahJl,r~~ 
cash for, her flour, and she has taken less .of o:UJ;~ 
orily . manufactured production from us. This; ~ir~: 
is now the case of the Irish millers. And 1.I!,ow: 
ask the House whether they will refuse to '~e 
thes'e matters into their serions conJ;ideration? I 
believe that the new system of commercial policy 
which has been adopted, has Caused. great suffer-:
ing il'J. Ireland, and that it materially retarded 
that improvement which they had a right to ex
pect, now that the famine was. over~ I believe 
that in consequence of that policy she is now·ip. 
danger of losing her only. market for her orily 
produce. By the vote which I ask ~he House to 
come to this night, I wish you wsay whether 
you are prepared to c~mtinue, without any hesita
tion or alteration. a system which I think I have 
proved to have been productive of such evil re
sults. I do not attempt to conceal (indeed .it, 
would be affectation to do so) that the Vote I. 
shall to-night ask the. House t() come to is a 
Vote of want of confidence in the new . system. 
Has it answered any of your expectations P now' 
many more .interests will you consent to see ruined l 
Her Majesty's Government have· alreadyacknow:.: 
ledged that agriculture was in a distressed condition. 
I have myself proved to-night that an interest se
cond to none, in the kingdom in importance
tha~ . of the manufacturer of whe~ten flour--:wa.l$. 
perhaps, in a state even still more depressed 'tban 
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the· 8.oorlcwturists; and 1" wish· w. know it hoD. 
¥e~~a on tha opposite. side, ot the House still 
think: theiE. system a· good one-whether they are 
~W' prepared; to say how many inter~ they.- ar~ 
prep~ad.. to see destroyed before they acknowledge. 
tha.t this system: hag not workecl all they wished· 
OJ; expected from it t It may- be the best system 
i.Il. the wodd; but I want to bow what it is 
worth.-what are· you prepared to. pay for it
what national loss ~t will be· safe to incur . in or
der to secure the blessings or free trade f I be
lieve that . the- present is no more a system of. free 
trade than of any thing. else. It is BOt free trade, 
but a system. of protection. to the foreigner. which 
enables. him to compew, on unfair terms, in our 
GWB- markets, with our ·ownpeople. All that I 
and those who act with me. desire is. that the 
marbts may be thrown open. fairly. and equally, 
w. the produce. of our own industry, as well as 
tha:t of foreign; countries. We hve been called· 
selfish. persons-the advocates of monopoly, and the 
opponents of unrestricted trade! N ever was any
thiJ}g more· untrue. We. are desirous of competi
tion ,'bllt it. must be a f'a.ir and equal one. We 
do Dot wish to foster a class or exalt an order, 
or tp give to one interest in the State an! advan
ta.,ooe. above another. 'But we do say that the 
quartet' of· wheat grown on tQ.e banks of the Milt
si¥i.ppi, the. Volga. or the Elbe, should, when it. 
appears· in our markets, be subject to somewhat 
the same charges. and contribute as much to the. 
revenpes of the State ag that grown by the Tweed. 
t.he· Trent, or· the. Shanno~. And likewise, it the 
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produce or the French manutacturer should seek 
the advantage or our superior market, it should 
be subject to like burdens as our own. Sir, I 
little know wha,t the result of the division. to-night 
mayr be; but- ot; on& thing 1 am certa,in, that the 
prin~iples I have this night humble endea~oured 
to advocate, are everlasting-indestructible; I can· 
not imagine . that; a systetn under which" with 
God's blessing, England has attained to a degree 
of power and. glory, unknown: to. history, can bQ 
by a single· Act' of! Parliament, swept from the 
hearts and' recollections of the peo~le of this coun· 
try; I cannot believe, that tbe, nation wilt soon 
forget; Do. system which made England the queen 
or cOIn.IQ.erce,; -the mistress of' the seas; a. system 
which made your me~hants prin~, and enabled 
you to send) yotn' soils to gOvern, with imperial 
sway., distant nations in.. eve~ g,uarter of. the 
globe.; a, system. ba.sed. upon a: principle impb.nted 
in every bosom..,......so deeply rooted in our' hearts, 
that it finds expression in the.. homeliest proverb 
~n our tongue, the first law . of. nature-,......self.preser. 
vation. 

Motion made, and question proposed :-

"That this House will, on a futn.re. day, resolve itsell 
into a' Committee, to take into consideration the present state 
of the :Milling Interest in Ireland;" 



THE IRISH GOVERNMENT AND THE 
" WORLD" NEWSPAPER. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS, 19TH FEBRUARY 1852. 

[On the 19th February 1852, LoRD NAAS charged Earl 
Clarendon, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, with having 
subsidized a disreputable Dublin newspaper named the 
'rwORLD," with public funds. His Lordship desired that 
the House might pass a vote of censure on the transaction. 
Lord John Russel defended Lord Clarendon in an eloquent 
speech, stating that the country ought to be grateful to 
-him (Lord Clarendon) for having overthrown Treason and 
suppressed a rebellion in the bud. After an animated de
bate in which Mr. Disraeli, T. B. Hobhouse, Mr. Sharman 
Crawford, Mr. Moore, Mr. Roche, CoL Sibthorp, Mr. Power, 
Mr. N ewdegate, Lord Claud Hamilton, Sir Denham, N orreys, 
and Viscount Palmerston took part, the House divided. Ayes 
137 j Noes 229 j Majority against the Motion 92 ] 

L ORD NAASsaid: :Mr. Speaker, in rising topro
_ pose the Resolution of which I have given 

notice, I feel that I may claim the indulgence 
of the House for standing in somewhat peculiar 
circumstances. It is a most invidious task to be 
obliged to- impugn the actions of any publio man. 
and partioularly of the aotions of men who hold 
high offices under the Crown. The House must 
therefore at onoe see in what a disagreeable posi
tion I am now placed; but I feel even more re
luotant in bringing this subject before the House, 
because, in common with all who mix in the pub-
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lic affairs of this country, I must. entertain great 
respect fol' the character of the individuals to whom I 
shall bl!! obliged to allude. Sir, I have the utmost 
possible rellpect for the high personal qualities, the 
talep.t;and ~e privf!.te worth of the noble indi
vidU/!.1 who ·fills th~ office of Lord Lieutenant in 
Ireland. I may I!olsosaYI that although I shall 
be cOJIlpaUed to J.trraign and impugn certain acta 
which -the noble ~ordand his Government have 
committed, I shall 'not for one moment attempt 
to deny that that noble individual and that Gov
ernment have performed great and useful services 
to the .state. I do not. wish, in the slightest de
greet .to deny a fact which is so patent to all; 
but at the same time I cannot think that those 
great servioes will in .any respect influen(,l9the. opmion 
of this lIo'Q.SB wit.h l'egllol'd to the questioJ,),whic.h 
I have llOWto submit to it. For thepharfLCter 
and privat~ worth 01 the righthon. GentleJ1lan 
(Sir W.Somerville). whom I .see opposite, also 
I mustJ in .common with all the Irish Members, 
enterla,in the greatest respect. I (tIll £ree to ~o
knowledge ,the .courtesy with which he has on ail 
oocllsions. transacted Irish business, and any other 
business In reference to which he is brought into 
oommunication with Membe;!:s of this House. But 

. though, in CODlIl\OIl w;i.th aU with whom I aot, 
I have these feelings with respeot to the indivi .. 
duals themselves, I do not think. that, in bring
ing forward the present Motion, I am taking a 
step whioh is unworthy either of myself OJ,' of the 
positioJ,), 1 ocoupy as a Member of this House. It is 
Jlot to be q~nie<1 that it is a ri~h~ inherent in. 
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any Member of this House, as well as in the House 
itself, at any time to take exception to, and con~ 
sider, the public acts of public men. But; though. 
nobody can deny this, I feel as much as anyone 
the great responsibility that attaches to a. Member 
of this House who takes such.a course; and I 
think that no Member of the House of Commons 
can stand in a more invidious or worse position, 
than that he should on light, frivolous; or vex~ 
atious grounds, attack the charaoter and the acts 
of Gentlemen who hold high office unaill' -the crown. 
Before I resume my seat, however, I believe I 
shall so present to the House the transactions to 
which I allude, that I shall convince the House 
that neither the charges I bring forward are light 
and trifling, nor the course I take frivolous 
and vexatious. I desire most carefully to abstain 
£rem making an a.ttack upon the private character 
of anyone; and I am certain that by no possi
ble ingenuity or contortion of facts will it be 
shown that this Motion is intended as a. personal 
attack. Sir, I now impugn the acts ·of political 
men openly, in the face of the country and in 
the presence of their own Colleagues, upon pub
lic grounds, and upon public grounds alone. The 
transactions to which I allude are public acts. They 
have been justified, if justified it can be termed, 
upon public grounds. ·They involve what the House 
will no doubt consider an unwarrantable employ~ 
ment of the public money. Now, if this be not 
a. publio question, and a. question worthy· of the 
serious attention of the House, I cannot conceive 
what a publio question really is. I will not weary 
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the House with further preliminary observations, 
but at once endeavoUr to detail, as shortly as 
'Possible the paitichlar transactio:p.s to which Ire. 
fer, and which are tr~sactioI).sas unpleasant to 
the Honse to hear as they are disagreeable to me 
to describe. The· tr!UlSactions between the Irish 
Government and the editor of a DubliI). n«;lwspa
per called the World, we~e brought to light upon 
a trial whic4 took phl.Ce in the Court of Queen's 

""Bench in Ireland on the 5th and 6th December 
last. It was an action brought against the right 
hon. Gentleman the Chief Secretary for Ireland 
by a:p. individual of the nanie of Birch, to recover 
a, sum of money allege<J to hllove been due for 
services performed hy :airch for th(l :right hon. 
Gentleman; and in order to make the HoUse fully 
aware of what were the particulars ~of the demand, 
I will state the mode in which it was made. The 
first demand by :airch against the 'right 1!.on. Ge~
tleman was-

"To balance remaining due for work and labour, and 
services rendered by the plaintiff to and for the deflJndant,· 
and also fOf work, labour, ~nd services rendered by ~he 
plaintiff. in support of the existing Administration, Itt the 
instance and request of the defendant, from the 16th July, 
1848, to 16th of Janua.rr, 1851-6,700l." , . 

That was objected to on demurrer, a.s not being 
!lufficiently specific. The bill of particulars was then 
amended and anQther put ip, which w~ also consi
dered unsatisfactory. In the end, the plaintiff sent 
in the following bill of particulars as that UpOll 
which .he rested his, claim. This states~ 
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"That the defendant having retained the plaintifr as a 
journalist, to devote his joumal to the composing, printing 
and publishing of articles in support of the existing Ad
ministration, to which the defendant was and is attached 
lIB Chi~f Secreta.ry of Ireland: 

" Composing, printing, and publishing said 
articles from the 16th day of July, 1848, 
to the 16th day of January, 185i-baIance £6,050 0 0 

.u Also I send you with this a specification 
of and reference to the dates and particu-
lars of the said several articles. 
" Attending the d~fendant _ and his secretary' 

weekly during said period in reference to 
the composing, printing, and publishing of 
said articles, at 5l. per week ... • ., ... £650 0 0 

"To 12,000 copies. of the World newspaper 
a.t 6el. per copy in which said articles ap
peared, published and distributed by de
fendant's order to the defendant, to Peers, 
Members of Pa.r~nt, clubs, news-rooms, 
and forwarded to France, America, the 
colonies, and to leading parties through-
out England and Ireland 300 0 0 

Making in all the sum of 7,000/. Such was the 
• origin of the action, and such the claims brought 
by :Pb: Birch against the right hon. Gentleman 
the Chief Secretary. The defence set up was this: 
the main faots of the case were not denied. It 
was not objected that this work had not been 
done and .performed; but the defence set up was, 
that the original understandiDg was with the Lord 
Lieutenant, and not the Chief Seoretary, and that 
his Exeoellency had discharged all the claims brought 
aga.inst him by the plaintift' Biroh. Having thus 
shown the JJ.ature of the action, and that it was 
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not denied by the Irish Government that Bii-ch' 
had been employed by them, I will _DOW proceed 
to describe what was .the chamcter ot that gen-: 
tlema.n, and what W:l.S the character of his paper 
-the World. It was a paper which bad been' 
established in Dublin for some years, and itS cir
eulation· W1lS very limited. 

"In 1846 its a.verage circulation did not amount to 600 
a week: the total number of stamps issued to it in tha.t_ 
year were 30,913.· In is!7 they had increased to 39,893 ; 
giving an average mue of not quite 8()O. In 1848 it ap.' 
pears to have nea.rly doubled its is.iue ; the number of stamps' 
issued to this journal in that year amounting to 60,970: 1m 

average i.'!SUed of not quite 1,200 a week." 

N9W, that, I think,will show the House pretty 
clearly what was the circulation and what was: 
the charae!;er and iufillenc9 of the journal in
question. It was a paper of a very peculiar cha
racter. It had. always been in the habit of pub
lishing in its numbers article9 of very great poli
tica.l ability. It discussed the various transa.ctions 
that were going on ill the political world with 
eingular talent. But, at the same time, in addi- . 
tion to that, tllere were generally to be found in 
that paper articles .of the most disgraceful and li. 
bellous description, to which I can discover no 

. parallel except in the columns of a paper once 
known a.s the London Satirist, and which h:l.s now 
become utterly extinct. These personal attacks wero 
of tho grossest and most horrible character. They 

. were. attacks upon private indil·iduals. They gave 
the names of persons in full. They contained ac
cusations of the basest and- most improper actions; 

6 
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and, in fact, they were such articles that I should 
be very sorry indeed to read an extract from them 
to this House. Noone w~ safe from these at
t~cks. Every person of character and station in 
the ,COlnttry was exposed to them. Female chas-. 
tity and manly honour were alike assailed. The 
credit of the opulent merchant and the character 
of the small shopkeeper were equally held up to deri
sion and contempt, and charges were thus pub
lished and circulated that were disgraceful to any 
pri.nt. In addition to this. it seems to have been' 
the practice of this man, on more than ,one 0c.

casion, to endeavour to extort money from' vari
ous individuals, under the threat of publishing 
thes,e disgraceful articles. I could read to the 
House .specimens of these articles, but I am aWe 
the HouSe wquld not desire it. Indeed, I should 
~ot ,like to pollute my lips by doing so. TherQ. 
w::e a few extracts to be found, however, in a 
paper contained in the ,Dublin Uni1:crr,'Uv lJIagaziM 
oftha ,last month. which will be quite sufficient 
to . satisfy any hon. Member who refers to, them 
of what was the real character of this journal. 
:But jl1Stice at length overtook this person in the 
lDidst of his . career. In the year 1845 Birch was 
proseouted in the Court of Queen's Bench in Ireland 
for an attempt to extort money under a threat 
of publishing one of those libellous articles; and 
in . order to show the House what was the opinion 
entertained of· this man at the time. I will read 
to it a very short extraot from the speech of the 
em,inent counsel who conduoted ,the Prosecv.tion (>n 
that o()Casion. The learned co1ntSol said tha~ 



1852. ] SPEECHES OF EARL MAYO. 

.. III stating his case he should have indeed very little 
more to do than to state, by way of preliminary -observa
tion, the way in which the publication of the libellt com~ 

inenced,- and' then proceed to read a series of as' :outrage'
ous libels as ever were printed by one man concerning an
other, published in that form and by that agency thrOngll 
which they could procure the greatest possible liisse~atioI!o 
• .. .. He ( counsel) did not think that within the oode 
of criminal law, save the exception of crin:).es: committed. 
against the lives of Her Majesty'S s~bjects, there could be 
a greater offence than that which the Act :of Pa-rliament 
in question had been passed tp guard against." 

Sir, the,learned Gentieman who 80 eloquentIy,state<l 
the case and prosecuted Birch on that- ocCasion~ 
'Was no other' than Her Majesty's present Attorne, 
General fol' rreland. Well, this 'man Birch'wa.$ 
:found guilty, _ and sent/ilnce was passed up()h _ ~ 
py Mr. Justice Crampton in theset~mis. ' 'The 
learne<l J \ldge said- • 

_ .. The indictment in _ the present ease conta.ma, t~ntY 
eounts : and they resolve themselves into tliree diBtfuct chargelf. 
First, the professing to abstain from publis~g d-efamatorr. 
matter against the prosecutor j secondly, the threatening to 
publish defamatory matter, with a. similar intent; liJid, lastly. 
actually publishing libels 011 the prosecutor, with ·asimilar 
intent~to extort money. .. .; .. Now, James Birch, yctu 
have been convicted upon all the counts of the indictment. 
It appears, upon the evidence, that you an<f th~ fros~CU:t6J:· 
were strangers to each other up to July, 1843; ~ and you 
introduced Y'>ltrsAll to his notiae by writing a lett~r;. in which 
you stated that certain parties had app~ed royo-n in :your 
capacity of a. journalist to notice certain transactions in which 
Gra.y was mixed up. Those transactions related to a com
promise entered into in a certain suit between bini and third 

. parties. The matter was at an end. It did sleep IlIltil you 
mised it. And wlmt was your motive l' The indictment 
ehargelt, /IJld the jury have found, that your object was 
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to extort money, through the instrnmentality of the new&
paper of which you are the proprietor. Yau threatened to 
expose him, aud accuse him of fraud, usury, and perjmy ~ 
and the prosecutor waa weak enou~h to offer you money 
-4OOl. or SOOt. was demanded, and, finally, lOO!. was paid 
by the prosecutor for the purpose of purchasing sileuce. It 
was obtained by threats; and not coutent with that sum, 
JOlt proceeded, in the correspondence, still further to t~ 
en the victim you had in your hands. Your letters became 
mol'9 urgent; you threaten to expose everything before the 
public, and 'to effect his total ruin. Yon get the prosecu~ 
tor's 10:>.1., but ·he Bubse:J.uently became firm; he refused to 
~ve any more, and you then denounced him as guilty of 
perjury, fraud, and 1l8my. The result was, your prosecu
tion on· the present· indictment, and a verdict. of guilty; 
~hich, 'looking. upon the evidence, should satisfy, and cer
Wnly does ea.tisfy, the court as to. its propriety. You now 
~d convicted of extorting money from this gentleman, 
whQ must be given credit for his courage in coming fol'o 
Ward to face the terrible power under whoae attacks he had 
.tready suffered 'I' and tempering the law with mercy, while 
~ the BaIne time vindicating it in the punishmen' of a 
ierious offence, the sentence is, C That you, James Birch, " 
Jmpriaoned in the gaol of Newgate for six calendar mon\hs.'· 

Tha.~ . sentenca was published in aU the newspa
.pers of Dublin, and wa.'i perfect.ly notorious to 
every. one at the time~ This, then, wa.'i the man 
who was employed by the Irish Government to write 

··in its interesh, and in the interest, as they termed 
it. . of law and order. This was the paper which 
·was selected by the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland 
and his Government., to assist them in repressing 
the very outrageous publications which appeared 
in some of: the rebellious prints of that time. Now. 
Sir. I cannot help thinking that. a very grave 
error was committed on the part of the Lord-
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Lieutenant-an error both in principle and hi Jridg. 
ment. I think it to have been an error in prin. 
ciple, beca.use it is impossible to say that;tny 
public officer could be justified i~ enga.ging for 
.one moment tIle services of a man ~ho had been 
alrea:ly convicted of such a serious ~rime in the 
,columns ,of the very paper ~hich was intended ~() 
be the authorised orga~ of that public officer. It is 
utterly impossible to defen:! such a transaction. It; 
was also an error in jndgment, because no ,assist. 
ance that could be given »y such a journal could 
be useful to a Government that was ~etermined 
honestly to discharge its public duties. But I be
live, even if the paper had been the most ably
conducted paper in Dublin, and it were known 
'to have been purchased by the GO'Vernment, tliat 
its useftilness and influence would at once have been 
at an end. In my view, nothing. can be inore 
.injurious to the circulation or the influe~ce ofa 
newspa.per than the knowledge of its being paid 
and used by a Government for party purposes. i 
will now, for a short time longer, detain the House • 
by describing, seriatim, the transactions which teok 
place between the Irish Government and the editor 
of ,this p!l.per. In so doing I shall make as few 
commellt3 as possible of my own, but rather 
leave the House to judJe for itself from' the fac~, 
and then fearle3sly ask yon, Sir, whether I have 
in aily, respect exceeded my duty in bringing this 
question before the House. It is my,intention to 
.ma.ke use only of documents, and of th~. evidence 
.which wa.'; produced upon the trial of .the action 
:broug~ by Birch against the Chief ·Secretal"1 for. 



;00 IRISH;OOVT.ANDTnE "WORLD." [19m "B. 

Ireland. Numerous letters and an elaborate cor
'respondence have been placed at my disposal which 
were ,not produced by counsel upon the trial; but 
I think it would be improper in me to quote any
thing that is not contained in the evidence. To 
the evidence, therefore, I sha.ll strictly confine my
self. It appears that the ~onnexion between the 
Goverment and this paper was first commenced in 
the year 1848; and in order to detail more clearly 
the mode in which that connexion was begun and 
earried on, I will read the evidence of Birch him
self as given at' the trial, and which evidence 
was not in the slightest degree contradicted or 
llenied. On' his examination Mr. Birch said-

"He knew Lord Clarendon since March, 1848. Lord 
Clarendon's pri~ate secretary then was Mr. Corry CoIinellan. 
Sir W.' Somerville's secretary was Mr. H. Meredyth. Was 
in communication ·with Lord Clarendon first in March, 184B. 
Had a letter from Mr. Connellan fixing the time for an 
,interview, and called at the Castle accordingly. Had a very 
lengthened conversation with Lord Clarendon then. Acted 

• for 'Lord Clarendon as public journ:ilist and political agent 
after that." 

It then appears, according to his own account, 
that he was not long in the service of the Go
'vernment before he' received the sum of 350l. He 
say&--' 

~. This was money which witness had previously got. 
250l. ,of it from Mr. Connell an, paid by Mr. }.I'Kenna's 
'draft,' and IOOl. from Lord' Clarendon. 
-To a Juror.-I.Ord Clarendon did not hand witness the 
J.00l. himself. ,Witness was directed, to go to the Park, and 
~tre ~ ~W' Lord, Clarendon. '.(here were l00'sovereigos lyiD& 
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en the table, and Mr. Connellan told witness to take them 
up. Received the 250l. about the 22nd of March, 1848, and 
the lOOl. in June, 1848." 

During the early part of that year, in conse
, quence of being so employed, it seems that he was 
in constant communication with the Government. 
Numbers of letters were produced on that trial 
which were written by the Lord Leiutenant's sec
retary. showing that he was so; and I will read 
one or two for the purpose of letting the House 
see what was the nature of those communications. 
and the footin~ on which this editor stood at the 
Castle. the first is dated-

"Viceregal Lodge, March, 1848. 
'" Dear Sir-The French news ouglit to turn to account. 

The triumph of the moderate party, the defeat and certain 
election of Ledru Rollin, the Irish fraternisers, and the vigo
rous proceedings of the Provisional Gove~ment in making 
arrests. 

"I presume that to-morrow's (Friday's) mail will bring 
us account of the capture of Blanqui and Cabet,' the great 
Communist leader. The morale of this might be well ap
plied. to Mitchell and Co . ....:..yours truly, "CORRY CONNEL

LAN. 

"Mr. Birch." 

Again, on the 5th of April, 1848, Birch received 
another letter from Mr. Connellan as follows:-

"My dear Sir -'- His Excelleny was entirely ignorant, I 
need scarcely say, of anything connected with the' pike af
fair. .And Brown ! 

"Brown asserts he never directed Kirwan to order pikes, 
but merely to procure them. 

"Information can only be obtained from maumi8 lfIIjet .. 
who often misinterpret their instructions, and exceed the limUa 
of their' commission. 
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"His Excellency took not the sligatest notice that Dr. 
M'Hale sailed for England until he saw it in· the papers. 

" His Excellency's opinions, as you m:l.y suppose, were no' 
in the sm:l.llest degrae influencad by Dr. Yore's cram!J8 repl1titlS: 
You need not no~ice this in your paper. 

That the House may understand that these direc
tions were pretty nearly carried out, I may Bta.t~ 
that in the next number of the World I find that 
the first lea.ding article is upon the affairs,. of Brown, 
Kirwan, and the pikes; :tnd then in the notices 
to con'espondents are these remarks:-

"NOTICES TO CORRESP01'lDENTS.-The Arcl]bishopof Tuam.-:
, Paul Sarpi,' is acquainted that we are ignorant of the natur~ 
of the London mission uudertaken by the Archbishop of 
Tuam and Dr. O'Higgins. As t() the interview which it is 
said Dr. Gore had with Lord Clarendon, we have heard i, 
rumoured-but with what truth it is not for us to say-tha\ 
although the well-intentioned ecclesiastic, contrary to the 
Fransoni injunctien, introduced politics and broached the 
question of repeal, the Viceroy gave no en.couragement." 

Now, Sir, I think it is quite olear tha.t that a.rticle 
was written in consequence of the communication 
which Birch had received from lIfr. Connell an. The 
communications appear to have been continued nn
til the month of July, on the 17th of which the 
folloWing letter was written from Yr. Connellan to 
Biroh, who wt\S at that time in London:-

,"My dear Sir-I am S() pressed with busine'!3 that I have 
only time to apprise you that H. E. will write to-day to Sir 
William Somerville to state his opinion that your joul"Dlil. 
h/lS done good service to the eause of peace and order, and 
in the interest of the Government.-Yours, &c. 

"To J. Birch, Esq .. " "COll.RY CONNELLAN. 

In his evidenoe on the' trial, Dirc~ details the 00-
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~n'enoes whioh took plaoe whilst he was in London. 
whioh priIioipaily related to hiBolaints for further 
remuneration for his servioes. About this timo al. 
80 a most extraordinary letter was written by the 
Lord Lieutenant's Seoretary to Birch. It would 
appear that the liJ.tter did not find the supplies 
coming in quite so fast a'3 they did during the 
first year of his employm,mt""'-'l.nd he begins to bL' 
importunate. On 19th Maroh, 1819, therefore, the. 
private secretl1ry of the Lord Lieutenant writes him 
as follows!~ 

"D~ar Sir-I have ha.ci a iettar from Sir William Somer
Tille, announdng the receipt of willen I shall have 
a conversation in London (for which I start on Wednesday 
morning) with the Lord Lieutenant. As to the phrase, 'luke: 
warm support,' in your last note, I have only to remark tha, 
no journal in England receives any subsidy ; and that in 'one 
year you have had more than. twice as much as was ever 
paid in thesama period to the only neltspaper in Irelaiid 
which is aided by public money." . . 
-Yours truly, "CORBY CON'NlCLLAN.-

It would really appear as if this system of 8U~ 
8idising newspapers by publio :rr.oney were a'aystem 
'Whioh had been in operation in Ireland for som~' 
time; and I think I have a right ~ ask, and 
the House of Commons has a right to know, who.' 
is the "other newspaper" whioh reoei~es subsidies. 
from the publio money, and how muoh Her :M:aje8ty'~ 
Government pay to newspapers for snpporting th_ 
aots of their administration. Shortly atter the datE~ 
of the letter whioh I have just read, a most ex
traordinary episode ooourred in the Communioations 
between Mr. Biroh and th9 Ca.<;t1e,o.nd there was 
an interruption ot the friendly intercourse which ha~ 
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tor mor~ than a year at that time prevailed. What 
the ·exact nature of the attack was I connot CO!1-

oeive, but certain it is that most unpolite words 
were used. by Birch in rcference to some persons 
connected with the Castle, and Do retractation was 
thereupon demanded by the private Secretary of 
the Lord Lieutenant, whose letter is dated the 17th 
of may, 1849. In it he says:-

I'May 1'7, 1849. 
"Sir-Having, by desire of the Lord Lieutenant, com

municated to Sir William somerville your letter, in which 
you made use of the phrase, 'deliberate liars,' I am directed 
to inform you that a retractation of these words is demanded. 
If, therefore, you write me a line to that effect, and will send 
a confidential person here at three o'clock to-morrow, he shaIl 
~eceive the suni 01" 100l., for which I am credited.---=i am, dear 
~ir, yours, ... c. CONNELLAN."· 

Now that was-certainly the best possible way of 
arranging such· an affair of honour. I have no 
doubt that Birch deemed it to be for his interest 
to accept that 1001.,· and make the retractation. 
At all events, notwithstanding this episode, friendly 
relations were very speedily re-established, harmony 
Wa.9 restored between the editor of an Irish news
paper' and the Government in Ireland, and things went 
on as before. Aocordingly I find that on the 10th 
of November, 1849, he reoeives 1001. from the Chief 
Secretary; and on the 19th of December, 1849, 
another 100/. from that right hon. Gentleman. 
But when we reach the beginning of the year 1850, 
it is evident that he beoomes increasingly impor
tunate. I suppose that money was not so plenty 
at the end of 1849, and accordingly he begins at 
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this period to write letters of a most .threatening 
and men&cing nature to. the Government;-

Dublin, March 31, 1850. 7, Richmond-street, 
Mountjoy-square. 

.. Sir William-As it is n()w quite evident that Lord Claren
don has de~ed to trample upon me, by leaving me no 
altemati ~e but that of supporting a most unpopular Government, 
whose general policy I believe to be most ruinous, and which, 
were it otherwise, the pride of manhood would revolt from au&
taining-seeing that I have no hopes from it, nor do not possess 
a particle of its confidence, or permitting my reputation and 
property to be sacrificed, and my motives and conduct misin
terpreted, one course alone is left me. I have calculated th.e 
gains and loss of the steps forced upon JIle. I believe I have 
don~ nothing dishonourable or that I need be ashamed of; 
but if I have, Lord Clarendon, you,· and her Majesty's Mini&
tens have been compurgators with me.-I have the .honour, 
&eo "J~ BIRCH • 

.. Sir Wm. Somerville." 

Tha.t letter was anl\wered by the Chief -Secretary 
for Ireland on the 11th ~f April, -1850, as· 
follows:-

.. London, April 11, 1850 • 
.. Dear Bir--I received your last letter, which was fOJ."Ward

eel to me to the country, I can only 8&y now, as I . believe I 
have said before, with reference to former commwticatioDl!; 
that I am utterly unable to draw an opinion from your re
~arkll. Whatever you may think, I feel certa.4t that on jour
nlillst was ever treated with greater generosity or consider&- . 
lion than you have been. I am equally certain that LorJ 
Clarendon never ~eans to • trample' upon anybody, and ~t" 
he . would not desire the support of any man who 40es no'
conscientiously give it. For myself, I can only 8&y that I am 
not aware of having given you any cause of ofi'ence-Iremain, 
dear Sir, yours faithfully, oW. <M. SommvILLZ. 

"James Birch, Esq." . 
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This did not satisfy :Mr. Birch, and another letter 
of a stronger nature was written about this time to 
the Chief Secretary:-

"Sir Willi..'\m-I have just received Lord Clarendon's letter 
-the letter I long anticipa.ted. I shall now know the cc>Ul'M 
to pUl'Sue and he shall find he has no political prostitute. You 
have relieved me from all embarras.!lment by saying you don'$ 
Are what was published.-I have the honour, &c, 

- "JAllES BIBClL 

.. Sir Wm. Somerville, Bart., M. P." 

Then comes 0. series of letters from Birch complain
ing of bad treatment, want of confidence, and great 
mgrntitude towards him on the part of the Govern
ment, begging for money and 0. place for his bro
ther, and stating that the Gavernment had pro
moted sever:l.l pers()ns w110 were very -much in the 
8!1me position ,as himself, and had done them p0-

litical service. Notwithstanding all thcSJ letters he 
received in July, 1850, but DOl.; and in august, 
finding he had little hopes of obtaining a.ny more, 
he began to take offensive measures, and sent in 
to the - Lord Lieutenant of Irela.nd his "litUe 

. bill." It was couched in the following terms:-

, "Lord C., Dr. Birch, Cr. 
R For supporting law and order in the Wo,.!c1 for two years, 

and for rendering service to the Government, 50!. a wee~ 
-6.500~." 

• These sums the Lord Lieuteno.nt very naturally 
refused to ray, and on thnt reruenl Birch com
menced proceeding in. the Queen's Bench; and this 
is the most extraordinnry I art of the whole story. 
J3irch, having ccmmenced rrcceedings in the Queen'. 
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Bench, a. num.ber of documents were, I believe, 
placed upon the file; but I suppose that, fearing 
the exposure which would accrue from a public 
trial, the Lord Lieutenant found it more for his 
credit and adv~tage to compromise this trial. .A,. 
release was accordingly drawn up and signed by 
the Lord. Lieutenant's attorney and by Birch. The 
solicitor of the Lord Lieutenant, Mr. Geale/ in des
cribing the release of the trial said-. 

"The release is in witness's own writing, under the direction 
of counsel, under Lord Clarendon's authority; had three inter
views with Mr. Birch in arranging this settlement. Was n()t 
then acting for Sir William Somerville. Asked~. Birch for 
some letters at that time before witness gave the 2,000l." 

It appears that as well as an answer to all claims, it 
was a part of the bargain that Birch should give 
up certain documents in his possession. The deed 
of release is in the usual terms. It is dated 4th 
November, 1850, and is under the hand. and seal 
of James Birch; it recites that-

"James Birch brought an action against the Earl of Claren
don, seeking to recover a large sum of money alleged to be due 
to him fOl'services rendered by said James Birch, tending to 
the suppression of the rebellion in Ireland-for the insertion of 
divers paragraphs in the World newspaper, and other ser
vices relating thereto; and whereas the Earl of Clarendon al
together disputes such claim by the said James Birch, still i~ 
order to avoid litigation, and fully to satisfy any claim or de
mand of the said James Birch, which he has or alleges to have 
against the said Earl of Clarendon or any other person, for 
the services so rendered by the said James Birch to the said 
Earl of Clarendon, for the purpose aforesaid, the Earl of Cla-

. rendon has agreed to pay the said James Birch the sum of 
.2,OOOl.,and inconsideration of said sum the said Jamell 

7 
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Birch has agreed to release and discharge the said Earl of 
Clarendon and all other persons, from any demand whatsoever. 
Know all men that I, James Birch, by these presents, 
do release, acquit, and dil!charge the said Earl of CIaren
don and all other persons from all actions, suits, claims, 
and demands whatsoever of mine, the said James Birch, or 
in relation to the services so rendered, or alleged to have 
been rendered, to the date of these presents, and also for all 
costs incurred by said James Birch, or to his attorney, in 
relation to the execution of these presents." 

This affair became rumoured through Dublin at the 
time, and the most mysterious reports prev!liled. 
but the general opinion Beemed to -be that nothing 
more would be heard of it. But Birch, after po
cketing his 2,000/., lay by for a time to Bee what 
he should do next, and again in January, 1851. 
we find him demanding more money and writing 
to the Chief Secretary. He stated in these letters 
that he was .in great distress, that his reputation 
and fortune were ruined by his connection with the 
Government; that the Chief Secretary was in his 
power, and he asked him (the Chief Secretary) for 
a character. On finding that his representations were 
not attended to, and that the Government was not 
inclined to give him a character, Birch wrote to 
the 'noble Lord at the head of Her ~ajesty'B Go
vernment, and I think that the House will perceive 
that this letter is really the climax of impUdence 
-the most extraordinary production that was ever 
brought before the public. The letter is addressed from 
Peel's Coffeehouse, Fleet Street, London, and is as 
followB:-

.. London, July 19, 1851. 
Peel's' Coffee-house, Fleet-street. 

"My Lord-If yOU are not apprised already of the fact, I be~ 
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to acquaint your Lot:dship that I have insti!uted proceed
ings against Sir William Somerville in the Queen's Bench, 
for the recovery of what I believe to be a le.,<ral-but what, 
at; all events, I shall be greatly disappointed if the country 
do not consider a most equitable claim. 

"It was my desire to restrain as much as possible all 
personal feeling in the case. and to endeavour to have it 
brought before a legal tribunal dispassionately, and, as far 
&!I I was concerned.. ~tho:u.t acrimony. I therefore wrote to 
your Lordship from Dublin, a considerable time since, anel 
also to Sir William Somerville, requesting that an appear
ance might then be given to the attorney I should name, 
80 tlmt I might have no unnecesSary trouble or expense ~ 
submitting my claim to a legal tribunal All honouzable m~ 
that I ever heard of before are willing to submit to make an 
arrangemen~ but your ~nl.wp and Sir William Somerville 
tacitly declined to do so. I made a similar demand heJ;"e, anel 
it Was only after my attomey bad tw.i.~ written, that lIr. 
Coppock, the well-known political a.,aent ~f the Refo~ Club, 
appeared to answer for Sir William Somenille. T0:'9ay my 
attorney has informed me that a notice has been ~ on Jmn. 
as a preliminary, to compel me to. give security' for costs. ' 

"I have no objection-certainly not, t.o ~y ~p that 
might be deemed requisite to guard any person Q;t' party 
against a vexatious or pauper litigant; and your Lordship 
and Sir William Somerville may have some reason to ap
prehend that the man whose property you bave destroyed, 
and whose reputation you have attempted also to blast, may 
be unable to bear a harassing legal contest with the British 
Government; but I do. respectfully insist that Sir William 
Somerville could have informed Mr. Coppock' of my occupa
tion, profession, and residence, and that for the costs of such 
an actio.n as ~ am b~<>ing in a neighbouring assizes town, 
I have at least property enough left in Ireland to hol4lWn, 
or rather the present Government, harmless. 

Now, Sir, it is a very extraordinary fact, tha* wherev~ 
there is any queer work going on, there this lrr. 
Coppock is certain to be found. 
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"As I conceive the step taken is only preparatory to other 
proceedings of a vexatious character in which I will be OOIll-' 

mitted with a powerful Government and its numerous re
tainers, I shall consider the next unfair aggressive measures 
as perfectly justifying me in accelerating the fatal conse
quences to Sir William Somerville, and all connected with the 
case, which I firmly believe ultimately to await them, by 
publishing and circulating a faithful and impartial version of 
my cruel treatment, and endeavouring, if I can, to obtain 
some Peer or Commoner to present a petition of my grie
vances and unprecedented case to the Leagislature. 

"My wish is that the public should hear first, in a court 
of. law, the narrative of my affairs-from Lord Clarendollj 
Lord Palmerstollj and yourself; but circmnstances may render 
my desire impracticable and impolitic. 
. "If once my connectieD is explained, and the services I 

rendered, and my sacrifices to the Crown made known, I shall 
bow my head with xesi"unation, and even if defeated upon 
some technical point, I shall not complain. 

"One thing, if the truth be told, cannot be denied-that 
you gave me, d11fillg a len.,<>thened period, and in varioUs B1l1DS, 

3,700l.; that by the letter of your Irish Chief Secretary .I 
might still have been a stipendiary advocate j and that, hav
ing refused the proposal, a terrible effort is now about to be 
made to ruin me." 

Birch having at length found everything unsuccessful, 
and having tried every means either to continue in the 
service of the Government, or to obtain more money 
from them, brought an action at law, by which all 
those matters were brought to light. The action was 
tried in the Court of Queen's Bench, in Dublin, before 
the Lord Chief Justice, The trial occupied two days, 
was conducted with great ability on both sides, and 
caused a high degree of public interest; but the most 
extraordinary event which occurred at the trial is one 
which I feel it most disagreeable to refer to. The Lord 
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Lieutenant of Ireland was produced as 8. witness on 
that occasion, and, Sir, I feel that I shall be obliged to 
read and allude to the evidence of that noble individual, 
although that is to me by far the most painful 
part of the duty I have to perform. The Lord 
Lieutenant was ca.lled by the plaintiff, and appear
ed upon the bench. The whole court, the Judges, 
and the Bar, rose to receive his Excellency. It 
was the first time in the annals of Irish history 
that the Viceroy appeared, in the wimess-box-he 
was sworn upon his honour. It was a most un
usual proceeding-it Was a thing never seen be-, 
fore, and caused great excitement in Dublin at the 
time. When that noble individual came to the court 
of law, he did not come as he might have, with
out doing anything derogatory to his position as 
the representative of Her Majesty-he did not 
corrie to give evidence, as to a question of proper
ty in dispute between man and man-he did not 

'come to throw the regis of Royal authority and 
protection over wronged worth or injured innoc
ence, or to testify to the. public services of a 
meritorious officer of the Crown; but he came as 
a. witness against his own Chief Secretary-8.0crainst 
his own political colleague, -at the bidding of a 
miserable man by whom he· had been trapped and 
misled. The Lord Lieutenant was examined by Mr. 
Meagher, the counsel, at considerable length as to 
his connexion with Birch and his knowledge of bis 
paper. In the course . of the evidence his Ex
cellency stated that he hardly ever saw Birch's paper. 
Now, Sir, I should like to know if his Excellency 
was aware that there were ,invariably two leading 
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articles in the World-one praising the policy oC 
the Irish Government, the other the foreign po
licy of the Administration, in the highest degree. 
I have a right also to ask if his Excellency, at the 
same time that he told Birch he might abuse him
self (the Lord Lieutenant) as much as he pleased, 
also told him that he might give no support to j;he 
Government; and how it was that Birch received 
a letter from the secretary of the noble Lord then at 
the head of· the Foreign Office, offering him such 
information as he might desire for the purpose of de
fending the 9-overnment? I have not got that letter
by me. It was produced at the trial, but as it is 
not of any great importance, I did not think it 
necessary, as the reading of all the documents would 
but weary the Rouse, to provide myself with it. 
[.An 'Hon. Member here handed the noble Lord a d0-
cument.] I ha.ve just received a copy of the letter, 
and will therefore read it to the House:-

" (private) Foreign Office, May 9, 1849. 
"Sir -1 am directed by Viscount Palmerston to express 

to you his thanks for your communication of the 7th inst, 
and 1 am to say to you, that if through your agent or cor-

• respondent in London, you should write at any time to as

certain the circumstances of any information which you may 
have received, and upon which you may propose to found any 
argument or opinion, 1 shall be ready to receive such corres
pondent or agent, and to afford him such informa.tion as 1 
ma.y be authorised by Viscount Palmerston to gi,e.-l am, 
Sir, your most obedient servant, 

"SPENt'ER PONSONBY. 

"James Birch, Esq." 

That lette~ will satisfy hon~ Gentlemen that Birch's 
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paper was, at all events. in the interest of the Go
'YerDID.enL The answer of his Excellency to counsel 
as to the connection with Birch a.t a later date, 
and his obtaining Birch's support for "law and order" 
then-that 8.llSWer, in which his Excellency states 
that he was not aware that law and order :required 
it at the time, would lead to the belief that the 
eI1a~ooement was of a temporary nature to counter
act the rebellious writin.,.os which were circulated 
throughout Ireland at that period. But what was the 
fact P The rebellion was terminated by that miserable 
fuSIllade in the cabbage garden at Bal.lin.:."'3.ITY, on 
July 29, 18tS, and Smith O'Brien was convicted 
on October 7 of the same year. Yet I will proye 
that in 1819 Birch was in COll.:>--tant communication 
with the Government-that after his retractation letter 
of the 17th May, in that year he got 100L, on 
NOT. 10, 1819. another 1001., and o~ Dec. 19. 18!9, 
• third sum of 100l, more than a year after Smith. 
O'Brien was comicted. It was ah,-nrd, then. to say 
that this was merely a temporary arrangement come 
to with the editor of a paper for a certain pur
pose.. It was evidently an arran"ooement with him 
to support the measures of the Gol"ernm.ent gener
ally, on the understanding of receiring a certain re
ward. Mr. Meagher continued his examjnation:-

"Counsel: Did your EueJlency make any payment to Mr. 
-Bireh for the aeniees .-hich you accepted from him in de-
fence of law and older J 

-His Excellency: Yea. 
"Mr. Meagher: What sum on that atJC01Dlt' 
- Ilia EXeelleney: He received smns at various times; 1. 

-U DOt eudlT saT the amount paid him. The fila ~ 
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i saw him he asked me for money, for the purpose of ren
dering his paper, as he said, more efficient. I told him there 
was no fund appicable to it, but I offered him 1001., if I re
member right, and he said that would hot be sufficient for 
the purpose, and I then increased it to about 35Ol. This 
was in the beginning of 1848-the month of February, I 
think. 

"Mr. Meagher: Does your Excellency know that any 
further sum of money was paid to Mr. Birch in London 1 

"His Excellency : Yes. 
"Mr. Meagher. From what fund I 
"His Excellency: From a sum placed at the disposal of 

Sir William Somerville, at my request. 
"Mr. Meagher: Out of the public funds! 
"His Excellency: I did not say that it was out of the 

public funds. 
"Mr. Meagher: I thought I understood that from your 

Excellency. 
"His Excellency; I said they were funds placed at the 

disposal of" Sir William Somerville at" my request. 
"Mr. Meagher: May I take the liberty of asking your 

"Excellency whether or not they were public funds' 
"His ~cellency: Part was from a sum applicable to 

special services, part from my own private pocket; the money 
applicable to special services was at my request and on my 
responsibility, and has been paid by myself very long ago." 

This proves beyond doubt, from the lips of his Ex
Cellency himself, that these services of this man 
were paid for out of the public funds. It is true 
his Excellency says that the money was repaid; but 
so many remarks were made at the time regarding 
this repayment, that I have a right to ask-and 
hope whatever Member of the Government will answer 
me will state explicitly-when that money was re
paid? It is one of the most material questions, 
and one which the House has a right to have an-
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swered. The Lord Lieutenant was cross examined. 
by Mr. Brewster, in the course of which his Ex
cellency stated that he knew nothing of Birch or 
his paper previous to 1848. They were bound to 
take those answers as his Excellency had so stated 
them; but if his Exoellency knew nothing of Birch's 
antecedents, he· was most shamefully kept in the dark 
by his subordinate&, tor he was surrounded by per
~ns who could have informed. him ot the character 
ot this man. The right hon. and learned Gentleman 
opposite (the Attorney General for Ireland,) ,who 
had so ably prosecuted Birch on the occasion when 
he was sentenced to six months' imprisonment, was 
sotually Solicitor General to the Irish Government 
at this period; he was in constant communication 
with the Castle, and he must have known the charac
terot Birch. Mr. Corry Connellan, who was tour 
years private secretary to Lord Cl&.'endon arid to 
tormer Lords Lieutenant, who was a barrister himseIr, 
and constantly residing in Dublin. at the time, 
could not have been ignorant ot Birch's antecedents; 
and all I can say on the matter is, that the Lord 
Lieutenant's subordinates treated him exceedingly 
ill. I have now concluded this most unfortunate 
and most unpleasant case. . I have shown the House 
the arrangement which was come to between the 
Irish Government and the editor of a newspaper; 
that the services ot that paper were acceptad. by 
the Go,ernment; and that the Government paid 
tor those services out of the publio money. These 
tacts are in evidence from· the admissions of the 
parties en~ooed in them. There can be no doubt 
as to the facts-the evidence cannot in the slightest 
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degree be impugned. Therefore I cannot conceive 
that I, a Member of the Opposition in this House, 
have done wrong in submitting this case to the 
consideration of the HolL..coe. I think it o:ne worthy 
their consideration, and I cannot conCeive but that 
the decision the House will arrive at to-night will 
be regarded as of the utmost importance. I believe 
that upon that decision resm the scale of publio. 
morality. [Laughter.] Hon. Gentlemen may laugh, 
but I do say that the decision of the House ~ 
night will decide whether it is right tha.t the G0-
vernment should subsidise a newspaper-a disrepu
table newspa.per-with the public money. That is 
the question which they have to decide. This case 
is one which I think merits the condemnation of 
this House, and" upon which I will ask them to 
decide. I do not know what course :a:er Majesty's 
:Ministers may take on the present occasion-deny the 
facts they cannot, and defend them I am sure they 
will not. But the House will not, I am sure, . enter
tain it as a light and unimportant question, but 
rather as one of great gravity and importance; and 
having heard all that is to be said on both sides, 
they will come to no other conclusion save that 
which is embodied in the Resolution I have the 
honour to submit. 

Motion made, and Question put--

"That, in the opinion of this House, the transactions which 
appear recently to have taken place between the Irish G0-
vernment and the Editor of a Dublin Newspaper, are of a 
nature to weaken the auth~rity of the Executive, and to re
flect discredit on the administration of pU'J?lic affairs.. 
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[Au. animated discussion ensued . after the Motion was made. . 
At the conclUsion of the debate LoJU) NAAS rose and 
said.] 

LORD NAAS : Sir, I do not intend at this holl!' 
to trespass upon the attention. of the House for any 
length of time; but I repel with indignation the 
assertion that this is a personal· attack upon Lord 
Clarendon. I agree with the noble Lord who has 
just sat down ( Palmerston) that if I had made a per .. 
sonal attack upon Lord Clarendon, I should have 
been unworthy to hold a seat in this House. But 
I have brought under notice the public act ofa 
publio individual, the act of an officer of the Go .. 
vemment, justified by himself upon publio grounds; 
lor the justification which he put forword at the 
trial was a justification upon public grounds. He 
said distinctly that the circumstances of the country 
were such as to justify him in making"use of such an 
instrument.· The act was not aloJ:1.e that of the Lord 
Lieutenant, but of his Government. :t:t is an act 
which I believe the whole Executive Government 
have participated in; and of all that I have a.Ilude~ 
to to-night, the noble Lord who has just sat down 
was cognisant. Therefore, it cannot be for a moment 
maintained that this is a personal attack. Such a 
thing was never intended. The speech of the noble 
Lord (Lord J. Russell) was a most dexterous one; 
but I appeal to the House and to hon. Gentlemen 
whether the noble Lord, in reply to me, touched a 
single fact of the ~ase. I nlaintain that the act 
oC the Irish Government, in this case, was repre~ 
JJ.ensible and .disgraceful. And, notwithstanding a.ll 
~e apility and tale:nt shown b, the other side of 
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the House, I have heard nothing to:night to dis
prove anyone of my. facts, nor do I think that 
hon~ Gentlemen have vindicated by their speeches 
what they are going to vindicate by their votes. 
I leave the issue calmly, and with perfect fearless
ness, in the hands of the Ho~. At the same time, 
I saY" that the vote they are going to give, is one 
which may be quoted against them hereafter. They 
are going to establish, as a precedent, that this 
House of Commons approves of extracting the pub
lic money from the public purse for such purposes. 
Distort it, alter it as you will, that is the ques
tion you are going to vote upon. Even now, I 
can't conceive that the House will come to such a 

decision; if it tloes, it will be remembered against 
it. 



TEY.L""iT RIGHT (mELAND.) 

HOlJ'SE OF COllllONS 5TH MAY 1852-

[ On the 31st March 185.2, Mr. Sharman Crawford Member for 
Rochdale brought in a Tenant Right Bill for Ireland,
the object of which was to insure a fair compensation to 
the tenant for the improvements he might effect in his 
holding. It was opposed by the ~dho1ding or intereat 
as a measure dem.,"Iled to insure a compulsory interference, 
with the contracts between the Jandlord and the tenant 
and to take out of the haads of the Jandlord an power 
as regarded the disposition of his own property. On 
the other side it was pointed out that aU the crimes and 
outrages in Ireland were traced to the unsatisfactory re
lationship between the Jandlord and theotenant, calling for 
immediate improvement. On the second rending of the Bill 
on the 5th May 1852 LoRD NAAS delivered the following 
speech decrying the details of the measure ira toto ; admitt
ing however that he was in f&Tor of the compensation for 
improvement, though he objected to the Bill. In conclusion 
the house diWldd: Ayes 57, Noes 167: Majority against 
the Bill 110. Bill put oft' for six months. ] 

L ORD NAAS said, before the House came to 
a division he was anxious tQ offer a few ob

servations on this important question. In the first 
place, he must remark upon the strange fact, that 
every one of those who had advocated the measure, 
had carefully avoided any allusion to its details. 
No speaker had yet adverted to a single clause, 
of the Bill, or had defended one of its provisions. 
He must say, in answer to what had fallen from the 

8 
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hon. Gentleman who had last addressed the House, 
(MR. MONSELL) that though he agreed with much that 
he said, and admitted that the principle of com
pensation to tenants was to be found· in the 
Bill, yet he (Lord Naas) looked upon the in
troduction of that provision as a mere peg on 
which to hang other principles of the most. dan
gerous and pernicious kind-provisions which would 
tend to destroy every existing right of property 
in the land in Ireland, and to invalidate every sub
sisting contract between landlord and tenant; which 
would in fact plunge the whole landed property of 
Ireland into one mass of confusion. He would assert 
that compensation to the tenant was not the lead
ing feature of t~e Bill. The first principle of this 
Bill was the assertion that every impro"t'ement that 
was found in the land in Ireland was the property of 
the tenant; ahd the second was that the rents of 
the landlord were to be settled for the future, not 
between him and his tenants, but on a compulsory 
valuation made by juries; and he believed that if 
this Bill was clJ.rried, it would for ever put an end 
to anything like a valuable and real compensation 
~or the tenants' impfovemcnts. The hon. Gentleman 
the Member for Limerick, had said tilat in general 
the laws regarding· landed property in Ireland had 
worked badly. lIe (Lord Naas) admitted the fact, 
hut denied that this measure would effect a reme
dy. The hon. GentlElman spoke of the misery and 
suffering of the Irish popUlation being in a great 
tnea.o;ure attributable to the state of the law as af
fecting land; and he said that when the Irish 
emigrant went into foreign countries, he became 
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industrious 4knd prosperous-that he flourished in 
Australia and in America; but he (Lord Naas) 
would ask . the hon. Gentleman whether either in 
Australia or in America such a law as he wished 
the British L:lgislature now to engraft on the re
la.tionship between. landlord and tenant was in ex
istence? He (Lord N aas) thought, if such a prin .. 
ciple as that Was attempted to be introduced in the 
Congress of the United States, or in any of the 
Colonial Legislatures, it would be immediately re
pudiated as a pernicious interference· with the right~ 
of property, which could never be tolerated. That 
compensation to tenants of whioh they had heard 
so much, was not, in fact, the leading principle 
of this Bill. The laws regarding landed properly 
in Ir~land' ·had, fro~ time to time, been dealt with" 
by that lIouse, and by the Irish House of Com
mons; but they had invariably bee; dealt with by 
piecemeal; modifications were made in them at one 
time as a sop to the landlord, and at another as 
a sop to. the tenant; and they appeared never to 
ha.ve been considered in anything like a compre:" 
hensive spirit. He believed the statutes respecting 
landed property in Ireland amounted now to the 
enormous number of 125; but this Bill left all that mass 
of legislation wholly unsettled; it did not consoli;.. 
date the exsisting Acts, nor did it amend, or even 
repeal, any single one of them. On the contrary, 
it engrafted a new principle altogother on that 
heterogeneous mass of legislation. The Bill, in fact, 
attemped to carry out the most unjust objects by 
means perfectly impracticable. It would be well 
to trace this Bill to its real origin. He . did not 
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believe, in reality, that the hon. Membeltor Rochdale 
\Vas the inventor of this Bill; for the hon. Gentle
man was a. man well acquainted with landed pro
perty, was himself an excellent landlord, and had 
never before advocated all these principles-for the 
present Bill went much further than any Bill the 
hon. Member had previously attempted to introduce 
into the House. This measure, on the contrary, 
completely embodied the principles of a society which 
had attracted considerable attention in Ireland of 
late years-the Tenant League. The Bill in every 
particular was an embodiment of the principles ad
vocated by that Lea.,crue-principles which he (Lord 
Naas) believed to be as dangerous and as com
munistic as wer~ ever broached in the 'wildest times 
ofRevoluti()n~He~had taken -thelrouble to collect 
a few extracts from various speakers and writers 
~elonging to the society, which would show the House 
what those principles really were, and that the Bill 
now under consideration was an attempt to give 
legislative effect t{) those dangerous doctrines. The 
Rev. Mr. M'Gennis, in moving a resolution at a pub
lic meeting in Belfast, may 3,1851, said-

"The nationaIisation of the land he considered to be the 
proper Bolution of the question. He denied the claim of the 
landlord to the BOil or the rent for his own purposes. The 
landlord was merely a public steward, and when he failed 
to discharge his duty faithfully, he should be deprived of 
his trust, and the nation should put another in his place. 
That should be the priine aim of that Lea,,"lle." 

On June 3, 185], Pat Lawler, Esq., chairman of 
a meeting in Dublin, said~ 

"It was an outrage against the bounty of the Most High, 
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and a blllBphemy against the .mercy and justice of the Omni
potent, for a.ny man to say that the right over the soil was 
unreservedly his, or that he could do what he liked with 
the land." 

Oli December 9, 1851, the Rev. W. Dobbin, at a. 
. meeting in Annaghlone, said-

" We will IIBsert, though it be with our IllBt breath, that 
landlords were tolerated for the benefit of the people·; 
Ilnd when they cellBe to serve the purpose for which they 
were formed, the exigencies· of the times require that the 
institution should be abolished-that the right o,f the people 
to the creations of their own industry is a better right than 
that by whicli the landlords hold their estates. I believe 
it would be an unspeakable blessing to the community, did 
each individual hold his property in fee-simple under the 
Crown." 

The speeches delivered at public meetings by men 
connected with that League, all }>ointJld to the same 
end, which was nothing less than this-that Ireland 
would never be prosperous and never improved un
til the property of the landlords was entirely hand
ed over to the tenants. That was the principle that 
was embodied in this Bill. ["No, no!"] Hon. Gen
tlemen opposite said "·N 0, no"; but he thought he 
,vould be able to prove that it was so. The de
finition of tenant-right in the preamble of the Bill 
was not a correct one. The Bill commenced by 
reciting the present custom. of tenant-right in the 
north of Ireland, which it defined thus: "A right 
of continued occupation is enjoyed by the tenant 
in possession, subject to the 'payment of the rent 
to which he is liable, or such change of rent as 
shall be afterwards settled from time to time by 
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fair valuation.'" Now, ifthat was agreed to, it would 
prevent a landlord from ever resuming the _ occu
pation of his land. Besides, he maintained that the 
practice as defined in the Bill was not general in 
Ireland. It was not a true definition of the existing 
tenant-right. Under the tenant-right as it existed, 
the tenant was not compelled to submit to any 
valuation whatever. The recital on which the hon. 
Member for Rochdale founded his Bill was not a 
fair defil;lition of the practice; and he (Lord N aas ) 
was borne out in that by every Gentleman con
nected with the north of· Ireland who knew what 
tenant-right was in reality. Then, the landlord's 
interest was to be valued and arbitrated upon. 

MR. SHARMAN ORA WFORD said, there was 
no compulsory valuation of rent under the Bill. 

LORD NAAS said, he thought there was. Now, 
on these false~ recitals, the hon. Member proceeded 
to legislate. The first and third clauses of the Bill 
completely embodied the theory of Mr. Rutherford, 
to which reference had been made. The first clause 
provided that all buildings and improvements pro
ducing increased value, made at the cost of the 
tenant, should be the tenant's property; and that 
no tenant having made such improvements should 
be evicted without being paid for his tenant-right, 
where the custom existed, and in districts where 
the custom does not exist, the value of his impro
vements. Then the third clause enacted that-

"In ascertaining the value of the tenant-right of any 
land, or the value to be allowed a tenant for improvements, 
it shall be presumed that aU improvements have been made 
by the occupying tenant, or those from whom he has de-
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rived, • save so far as it shall be proved on the landlord's 
part that BIlch improvements were actua.lly made by him
self, or by those from whom he has derived his estate, or 
by those from whom the tenant has not derived; and the 
tenant sha.ll be held entitled to be paid for the value of all 
improvements made by himself, or by those from whom he 
has derived, according to the rules hereinafter enacted." 

Now that was nothing more nor less than an em
bodiment of the principle laid down by Mr. Ruther
ford; in these terms;-

"The la.ndlord's property is the barren soil; the ten
ant's property is a.ll the additional value. This principle is 
the touchstone of tenant-right, and the foundation on which 
to rest the argument in favour of the tenant-farmer." 

Again, in the fourth clause, the-principle of a com
pulsory valuation of rent was clearly laid down; 
it was perfectly true that this Bill 1W0uld be worth 
nothing without that clause, for in all arrange
ments between landlord and tenant, rent must be 
a guiding principle. If the landlord had the power 
of settling his own rent, the Bill would be so much 
waste .paper, for he would say to his tenant-eel 
will let you the land under the old system for 158. 
an acre; but if you take it subject to the provisions 
of Mr. Crawford's Bill, you must pay me 258. for 
it." The League saw that. plainly. He had a little 
book in his hand, entitled, TM Oateclti8m of Tenant 
Rigid, which was published under the sanction of 
the Tenant League, and was generally circulated 
throughout Ireland, and which laid down the princi
ple of a compulsory valuation of rent in very plain 
words. One question was, Would the mere legali-
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sation of the tenant-right be Bufficient, . leaving the 
landlord at liberty to raise the rent? The answer 
to this question was, There must be fixity of tenure; 
for as long as the landlord was at liberty to raise 
the rent, the legalisation of the tenant-right was 
delusive, for the landlord might inCl'ease the rent to 
what amount he pleased, and might destroy the 
tenant-right by making it so worthless that nobody 
would buy it. And in the fourth clause of the 
Bill, he found this principle was carried out to the 
letter. If the tenant was served with notice to quit, 
or notice of ejectment, or if the tenant served a 
notice of surrender, it was provided that within ten 
days the tenant should serve upon the landlord 
notice of his claipl in writing, and that arbitrators 
should be called in to settle the rent, 0)' the amount 
of compensation, or such other matters as came 
within the sc1!pe of the Bill, If the arbitrators did 
not agree, the matter was to be referred to a jury at 
quarter-sessions. Therefore he (LORD N AAS) re
peated that compulsory valuation of rent, which was 
a novel principle in legislation-a most unjust 
principle, and one which he believed the House would 
never for a moment entertain-was the main feature 
of this measure. 

MR. S. eRA WFORD complained that the noble 
Lord had misrepresented the provisions of the 
measure . 

. LORD NAAS: Well, then, I will refer to a 
speech of the hon. Gentleman himself: the hon; 
Member for Rochdale says, "From a consideration 
of all the circumstances, I luive come to the con. 
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elusion that any attempt to secure the tenant-right, 
unless accompanied by a measure for the adjustment 
of rent, is now hopeless. " After the declaration of 
that sentiment at a publio meeting, the hon. Member, 
in now taking exception to his (LoRn NAAS's) 
opinion on that part of the Bill, was only attempting 
to blind the House. The truth was, that the effect 
of this Bill would be to make the landlord a mere 
rent-charger on his estate; and if it became the law 
of the land, they would never find a landlord who 
would layout a shilling on his oWn. property, and 
by "one fell swoop" every source of improvement 
would be shut up throughout the country. The hon. 
Gentleman said Ireland, was ruined by absenteeism : 

. he. (Lord Na.as) most sincerely regretted .~_ 
must admit tIiaf-a, greafmanyP proprietors did not 
reside on their estates;· but he would .ask, was 
there ever a measure so eminently'" ~ulated ¥> 
produce absenteeism as that, seeing that it went 
to deprive the landlord of almost all motive for 
taking an interest in his estate '? The landlord would 
then have neither power nor incentive to discharge 
those duties so necessary for his own aud his tenant's 
welfare. He believed the effect of the fourth cla.use 
would be to offer a premium on bad husbandry, 
and a direct inducement to the tenant to reduce 
the value of his farm. He would have a direct 
interest in bringing down to the lowest possible 
amount the value of his land by bad farming, ex
hausting crops, and other kinds of deterioration, for 
that would result in a reduction of rent; "and he 
(Lord N8.¥) believed that nothing would so soon 
reduce Ireland to the oondition of a perfect desert 
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as the operation of a clause like that. In the 10th. 
Clause a _most extraordinary enactment was -to be 
foun!I, which was nothing more nor less than So 

so-called "equitable" violation of all past contracts. 
That clause, after reciting the necessity for a re
adjustment of rent in consequence of ~ands havmg 
been let under a ~stem of protective duties, pro
vided that tenants under lease made previous to the 
Repeal of the Corn Laws, since 1815, might serve 
notice of surrenuer on the ground of their rent 
being too'-high, and claim compensation for im
provements b1 a.i:bitration, or the settlement of rent 
by arbitration. . He contended that the effect of 
such a provision as th~t would be to _ smash every 
lease and contract,- in ~espect to land, in Ireland;
made subsequent -io 1815. Snoh a. wild revolution 
in the rights of property was hardly ever attempt
e~. The 14th Cla.use gave the tenant, in fact, the 
power of getting rid of his arrears; so that the tenant 
who, through misfortune, or poverty, or neglect, 
would get into arrears, would have nothing to do 
but to call in arbitrators to decide- how much of 
the arrears should be remitted-in short, to release 
him from all his liabilities. The last clause was the 
most sensible in the Bill-for in no other country 
would there be found men daring or wild enough 
to propose sU6h.a law-it provided that the Bill 
should only erlend to Ireland. He would now make 
a few remarks on th~ ~eneral question. The hon. 
Member' for Rochdale called on him to ~epeat the 
assertion he (Lard N aas) had made at Coleraine-. 
He -believed he had said nothing to-qay that he 
had not said there. He d~d say at Ooleraine there 
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was a' necessity foJ' a law which would give a tenant 
compensation for the improvements he had made. 
He said so still. He said also that 'the question· 
was under the Consideration of the Attorney Ge
neral for Ireland, 'and the Government, and the 
Bills providing _ for it were. in a forward state- of 
preparation. But he said---5peaking in the presenCle 
of hundreds o~ persons affected by the question of 
tenant-right-that he utterly disapproved of the Bill 
of the hon. Gentleman the Member· for' Rochdale; 
that he considered its details 'Yere both impolitio 
and unjust; and that he should feel it to be his 
duty to oppose it !n the House of commons. It 
was ,ather difficult to reason with Gentlemen who 
eame down to that .House and proposed measures 
for enabling the tenantry of Ireland to forego all 
their engagements, and release them from all their 
liabilities. But these Gentlemen ~ought of no class 
but themselves, no interests but their own; there 
was a class in Ireland, the most numerous as well 
as the poorest and most miserable, on whom the 
whole brunt of the famine had fallen, and who, he 
believed, were as much entitled to a. fair share in 
the produce of the land as either the landlord or 
the tenant ; the class who lived by manual labour the 
alone are entirely forgotten in this BLl Hon. Gen
tlemen opposite took care. enough . of the. tenant; 
he is to be protected and cherished; the landlord 
is to be . sacri£.ed for his -benefit; his property' is 
to be valued by the tenant h.imself; but they never 
proposed that a. labourer should have a valuation 
of his day's hire, or that those upon whose ex
ertions, and upon whose strong atms, the prospe-
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as the operation of a clause like that. In the 10th 
Clause a .most extraordinary enactment was· to be 
found, which was nothing more nor less than a 
so-called "equitable" violation of all past contracts. 
That clause, after reciting the necessity for a re
adjustment of rent in consequence of lands havIng 
been let under a ~stem of protective duties, pro
vided that tenants under lease made previous to the 
Repeal of the Corn Laws, since 1815, might serve 
notice of surrend.er on the ground of their rent 
being too··high, and claim compensation :Cor im
provements by ai.-bitration, or the settlement of rent 
by arbitration. . He contended that the effect of 
such a provision as th~t would be to smash every 
lease and contract, in ~ect to land, in Ireland, 
made subsequent . fa 1815. Such A. wild revolution 
in the rights of property was hardly ever attempt
e~. The 14th Cla.use gave the tenant, in fact, the 
power of getting rid of his arrears; so that the tenant 
who, through misfortune, or poverty, or neglect, 
would get into arrears, would have nothing to do 
but to call in arbitrators to decide how much of 
the arrears should be remitted-in short, to release 
him from all his liabilities. The last clause was the 
most sensible in the Bill-for in no other country 
would there be ;found men daring or wild enough 
to propose such.a law-it provided that the Bill 
should only extend to Ireland. He would now make 
a few remarks on the ~enera.l question. The hon. 
Member· for Rochdale called on him to zepeat the 
assertion he (Lerd N aas) had made at Coleraine. 
He -believed he had said nothing to-qay that he 
had not said there. He d~d say at Coleraine there 
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was a.' necessity for a law which would give a tenant 
compensation for the improvements he had made. 
He said so still. He said also that ~the question· 
was under t.he consideration of the Attorney Ge.;. 
nera! for·. Ireland, 'and the Government, and the 
Bills providing for it were in a forward state- of 
preparation. But he said--'Speaking in the presemae 

_ of hundreds or persons affected. by the question of' 
tenant-right-that he utterly disapprov~d of the Bill 
of the hon. Gentleman the Member· fo1"" Rochdale; 
that he considered its details 'Yere both impolitio 
a.nd unjust; and that he should feel it to be his 
duty to oppose it ~ the House of commons. It 
was Father difficult to reason .with Gentlemen who 
came down to that .House a.nd proposed measures 
for enabling the tenantry of Ireland to forego all 
their engagements, and release them from all their 
liabilities. But these Gentlemen t~ought of no class 
but themselves, no interests but their own; there 
was a class in Ireland, the most numerous as well 
as the poorest and most miserable, on whom the 
whole brunt of' the famine had fallen, and who, he 
believed, were as much entitled to a fair share in 
the produce of the land as either the landlord or 
the tenant; the class who lived by manua!labour the 
alone are entirely forgott~n in this Bill. Hon. Gen
tlemen opposite took care. enough 'of the. tenant; 
he is to be protected and cherished; the landlord 
is to be 'sacrifie'd for his -benefit; his property is 
to be valued by the tenant himself; but they' never 
proposed that a labourer should have a. valuation 
of his day's hire, or that those upon whose ex
ertions, and upon whoSQ strong aons, the prospe-
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rity of both landlord and tenant depended, should 
have the slightest participation in the benefits in-

• tended to be conferred by this Bill. It was entirely 
a measure for the benefit of one class, and its ut
ter selfishness was apparent throughout. He had 
no fear that such a Bill would ever .be sanctioned 
by the House; but he did dread the continuation 
in ·Ireland of an agitation which held out to the 
tenant-farmers hopes so chimerical that they could 
never be realised. He dreaded. an agitation which 
taught the tenant. to look on the landlord as his 
natural enemy, and to depend· on a mere Act of 
Parliament for that protection and assistance which 
could alone spring from the cultivation of good 
feelings and matual intercourse. He believed the 
agitation carried on by the Tenant League had had 
a material e1Iect in lowering the price of land in 
the country. Capitalists would not invest . money 
in property which was to be subjected to such rude 
and violent attacks. He would, in conclusion, ask 
hon. Gentlemen who had charge of this Bill to 
pause before they continued· the unfortunate course 
they were now pursuing, by pretending to support 
a Bill whose objects are unjust, whose details are 
impracticable-a Bill which held out hopes and 
expectations that could never be realised-a Bill 
which he believed to be as vain a chimera as ever 
excited the feelings of a credulous and an excitable 
people. 



lb. KEOGH'S APPOINTMENT. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS 16TH JUNE 1853. 

[ In June 1853, several serious charges impeaching the veracity 
and derogatory to the personal honor of Mr. Keogh were 
brought in Parliament by the Marquiss of Meath. Earl 
Derby then out of power, asserted that Mr. Keogh's appoint
ment to the office of Solicitor General for Ireland was a 
most unfortunate thing. Earl Eglington considered it the 
least reputable which had been made by the Government. 
In his defence Mr. Keogh on the 16th June, 1853 stated 
that the charges were a.ll unfounded and that he had 
actua.lly been offered an office under Lord Derby's ad
ministration by Lord N aas, then Chief Secretary for lre
land. The following speech was delivered by His Lordship 
in vindication the part he took in the' matter. Lord 
John Russel in the course of the debate, stated that the 
ultramontane speeches made by Mr. Keogh in Ireland 
were BUch as to render his appointment under Government 
disreputable, that the statement made by hill fWble friend 
Lord N aa& _ at 071C6 straightforward, trothful and cl..ear 
and that the other (Mr. Keogh's statement) remained 
to be cleared up. On the following night at the recom
mendation of Lord Derby the Marquess of Westmea.th 
withdrew his Motion. ] 

L ORD NA,AS: Sir, I rise under circumstances 
of a very extraordinary nature, to claim. the 

attention of the House, not for an hour and t{ln mi
nutes, as the hon. and learned Gentleman (Mr. Keogh) 
has done, but rather for a very much shorter space of 

. time, and for the purpose of making a statement 
which shall be as unornamented with the tropes and 

9 
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figures of rhetoric, as it will be undistinguished by 
those eloquent an~ lofty tones which graced the 
address of the hon. and learned Gentleman; for my 
address will convey nothing beyond a simple state
ment of the truth-and as such, and such alone, 
I bespeak for it your attention. Sir, I have listen
ed for the last hour and five minutes to a betrayal 
of private confidence-I hav~ listened to a betrayal 
of private conversations-to a distortion of words 
employed in moments of confidential intercourse, 
to a degree I hope never again to listen. Sir, 
under these circumstanoes, I do not think it is in
cumbent upon me, or necessary for me, to follow 
the hon. and learned Gentleman through all his wan
p.erings-through all those unimportant details which 
he has laid before the House, or the deductions 
which he has drawn from them. Mine will be but 
a simple statement, and that statement I will make, 
undeterred by the eloquence, undismayed by the 
threats of the hon. and learned Gentleman, But 
my statement will be materially different from that 
which the House has just heard. And I think, when 
I have concluded, I shall be able to call upon the 
House to declare with whom is the verdict. I am 
comparatively unused to debate, and practically I 
own I am unable to follow the hon. and learned 
Gentleman through the variety of topics which he 
has introduced; but at the same time I declare that, 
with regard to all . the facts of the case, my me
mory is perfectly clear-my recollection quite ac
curate. And, first, I will refer to the terms on 
which I lived during the early part of the present 
and the whole of the last Parliament with the hon. 
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and learned Gentleman the Member for Athlone. 
We certainly came into Parliament together, and 
together ·also we took onr seats upon the Opposi
tion benches of this House. Again, there was 0. 

~mmon bond between us; the hon. and learned 
Gentleman was a Member of the Carlton Club, to 
which also 1 belonged; and although we differed 
upon many essential points, yet, from the earliest 
date of onrParliamentary career, a very friendly 
feeling existed between us. I" well recollect that upon 
many occasions during those years I had constant 
communications with him upon many matters both 
in this House. and out of it. Therefore, Sir, when 
I come to the facts which 1 shall bring under 
. yonrnotice, it is not be wondered at that I· shouJd 
have felt justified in communicating freely-unre
servedly-with the hon. and learned Gentleman
littl~ thin\ing that eighteen months alter, in revenge 
for an attack made upon him in another· place 
-not on account of any satement of mine,· but one 
made elsewhere, and which 1 do not believe the 
hon. and learned Gentleman will beable.to over
throw, though he has already authorised its denial 
-I do not believe .he.will be able to deny that 
statement any more· than he will be able .to con
firm the statement which he has made here this 
afternoon. Sir, a. little before the formation of the 
late Administration 1 was in constant communica
tion with the hon. and learned Gentleman upon the 
subject of a. Motion which 1 then felt it my duty 
to bring forward in this House. My communica
tions with the hon. and learned Gentleman were 
frequent before that occasion..;.....he called often at my 
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house and I saw him often in other ~lace~. That 
Motion to whic:h I allude had reference to the conduct 
of the noble Earl, the then Lord Lieutenant of Ire
land. The hon. and learned Gentleman was fully 
conversant with all facts of the case, and he told 
me that he intended to take. part in the debate 
that would come oft', and that he expected to speak 
in favolll' of my Resolutions. When the debate took 
place, however, I believe, for reasons not connect
ed with the hon. and learned Gentleman, but be
cause he had been professionally engaged in the 
case, he found it was not competent for him to 
take part in it. He will admit, however, that he 
told me his intention originally was to have done 
8~. Well, the· very day after that Motion was made 
and defeated, the Government was overthrown-my 
Motion having been made upon a Thursday, and 
the division against the Government on ~he Motion 
of the noble Lord opposite (Viscount Palmerston) 
took place upon the Friday. On the SatUl'dayor 
Monday following, Lord Derby accepted from Her 
Majesty the task of forming a Ministry. Shortly 
afterwards-though I cannot positively name the 
day, yet I think it was a TlJesday-an intimation 
was made to me that very probably I should be 
oft'ered offioein case, or rather contingent upon the 
probability of my being re-eleoted. Sir, on that 
oocasion I think it was no breaoh of confidence 
-indeed I think I· might with every safety refer 
to a Member of an opposite party, to my politi
cal opponents, to inquire whether it was likely that 
my re-eleotion would be opposed. I had, between 
the Tuesday and the Thlll'sday, several comm1m.ioa-
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tions with the hon. and learned Gentleman upon 
this matter; and I trust-and I think the House 
will admit-that in those communications there was 
nothing that any man could reproach himself with. 
I cannot understand the allusions which the hOD. 
and learned Member has made to his character, and 
to the attacks made upon him- by the Dublin press 
in connexion with this matter. I oWn, indeed, that 
I was astonished that the part which the hon. and 
learned Gentleman took upon that occasion should 
have exposed him to such extraordinary malignant 
attaq,ks; and I will add that, in reference to my 
election, I was met in a very friendly mode and 
with a very friendly feeling by the hon. and learned 
Gentleman; and I do believe that, acting under th~ 
influence of a friendly feeling, he did exert himself, 
without in the least degree compromising his own 
opinions, to prevent my re-election being contested. 
Well, those communications were going on on the 
day to which the hon. and learned Gentleman has 
alluded, and I had the interview with him to which 
he has referred. Now, it is quite true I deed seek 
the hon. and learned Gentleman somewhat in the 
manner which he describes; but really the fact is, 
I wanted to speak to him. about some important 
matters, the most important of which, however, was 
my own election. [Laughter.] Am;£, Sir, to un
derstand from that laughter, that any hon. Gen
tleman opposite disbelieves what I am stating? If 
there be any such, let him or they stand up in 
·their place and say so, and I shall be prepared 
to meet them. I should have said, that. I do not 
in the least deny 'what the ho.n. and learned Mem-
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ber has said about my seeking him at the Reform 
Club, 'or writing to him at his private residence. 
The day on which the interview took place was 
Thursday. The hon.and learned Gentleman came 
into my room-and I do not in the least degree 
mean to deny that I was not able to find him 
before, and therefore I had written a note to his 
private residence asking him to see me-that was 
on Thursday. Well, upon' that occasion we dis
cussed certain different topics of various interest, and 
among them was the subject of my election. And 
I distinctly asked the hon, and learned Gentleman 
-and the House will bear in mind that upon this 
question the whole matter under discussion hinges 
'-and I think that when the House hears it, coupling 
the question and answer, together, it will come to 
the conclusio~ that never was a more serious charge 
uttered upon such trumpery and insufficient ground::. 
And I will afterwards tell the House why I put 
the question which I asked of the hon. and learn
ed Gentleman, never thinking that it would after
wards be turned against me as an engine to damage 
my character. Well, I asked him this simple question 
_co If office had been offered to you under the 
new Government, would you or your friends have 
accepted it?" That question, Sir, I fully admit 
I did ask. It may have been an imprudent ques
tion-perhaps it was; it may have been an impro
per one--:perhaps it· was; but I may safely affirm 
it was not capable of being used for the objeot to 
whioh the hon. and learned Gentleman has oonverted 
it, The hon. and learned Gentleman's answer I 
,e1'Y distinctly reoollect. His answer was this:-
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,c Are you asking me now seriously, or are you 
not? I think, after all that has 0001:". _ l-o.fter the 
part I and my friends have taken in the overthrow 
of the late Government-that some suoh an offer 
might have been made." After that, Sir, -we pro
ceeded to discuss the various topics connected with 
the prospeots of parties at .the moment; and in the 
course of our conversation the hon. and learned Gen
tleman asked me a question whioh I thought rather 
a peouliar one. He asked me, "whether any per
son in authority had authorised me to put to him 
the question whioh I had put to him?" That 
question he asked me. I said-as you have asked 
me that question, I can tell you that Major Beres
ford knew of my intention to ask it. [" Hear, 
hear! " ] Now, GenUemen opposite seem to think 
that here they have a most notable aisoovery; but 
let them wait a little, and when I desoribe the in
ternew I had had with the hon. Member for North 
Essex, perhaps they will find that their sneers were 
rather a litUe preoipitate. That answer I made to 
the hon. and learned GenUeman, beoause I was 
bound in honour to tell him the whole truth; and 
the reason of my putting the qnestion I did to 
him was because I had a oommunication a few hours 
previously with the right hon. Gentleman the Member 
for North Essex (Major Beresford.) Walking in St. 
James's s-square I met the right hon. GenUeman; 
of course I stopped him, and asked, him "What was 
the news ? " I said, "I wonder what position the 
Irish party are likely to take towards the Government." 
He answered, "I do not know;" and then said, 
"I am on friendly and intimate terms with the hon. 
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and learned Gentlman (Mr. Keogh,) and I will 
have noo hesitation in putting the question to him j 
and indeed, I will ask the question, as I have intended 
to do, as a matter of information for myself, whether 
they would be willing to accept office if they were 
nominated to it." The right hon. Gentleman then 
informed me that the Government had no unfriendly 
feeling whatever towards that party. Now, - Sir, 
that is the reason, when the hon. _ and learned Gen
tleman asked me the question, that I felt bound 
to say the right hon. Gentleman (Major Beresford) 
knew I was going to ask the question; but I do 
deolare that the right hon. Gentleman never author
ised me to ma~e any offer whatever. He nevei' 
authorised me to ask the question which I did
for I felt that I myself was bound to put the ques
tion-but he 'did authorise me to make the state
ment in. raference to the friendly feeling of the 
Government towards the hon. and learned Gentle
man and his party. At the same time, it is right 
that the House should know, that, having the great
est objection to making what are called "authorised 
communications," I· did not deliver the message in 
question to the hon. and learned Member. And, 
Sir, in further proof of the statement I have made, 
I can safely say "I never did, until the day before 
yesterday, mentiQn the result of my interview with 
hon. and learned Gentleman to any living man. 
When the hon. and learned Gentleman left my 
room on that occasion, I own the impression left on 
my mind was an impression, strengthened by subse
quent conversation, that no offer of office was likely 
to be made to the hon. and learned Gentleman; while, 
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to do himjustice, Ion my part believed, that if such 
an offer had been made, it would have been refused. 
Well, Sir, let us go back a little to circumstances 
-let me call attention to the date at which this al
leged offer Wag made. This alleged offer of office 
was made upon the Thursday, and that was the 
very day on which the Government offices' were 
declared to be filled up. Yes, on that very morn
ing the authorised list of the new administration 
appeared in the Ti71'1.e8 newspaper; and, therefore, 
it is quite impossible, looking to facts, that the hon. 
and learned Gentleman can pretend to say, that, 
by any legitimate construction of my 1~<TU3.0ae, an 
offer of office was ever intended to be made to 
him. I fully admit that taking the words by them
selves, unaccompanied by the statement which I have 
made-and which I declare upon mx honour to be 
perfectly true-that there is a considerable probabi
lity for the inference which the hon. and learned 
Gentleman hag drawn from it. But I can safely 
say that I put the question that day to the hon. 
and learned Gentleman-and I have a. distinct re
collection of the circumstance-as a mere matter 
of friendly conversation, and not with any view of 
drawing the hon. and learned Gentleman into any 
admission by which I could bind him at any future 
time. I asked the hon. and learned Gentleman the 
questi.ons, simply for my own satisfaction, what were 
his feelings in regard to the non-offer of office to 
him or any member of his party; and I think, 
if the hon. and learned Gentleman recollected the 
afterbirth of the conversation, he must admit that 
it took completely this· turn-namely, as to what 
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course the hon. and learned Gentleman and his 
party, and the general parties of the House, were 
likely to take in reference to the new Govern
l1lent? That, Sir, is the statement which I have to 
make concerning the interview which I had with the 
hon. and learned Gentleman. And when I assure 
the House again and again that I never did men
tion the subject of this interview to any member 
of the Government, or, indeed, to any person what· 
soever, I think I can lay my hand upon my heart 
and ask the House to believe that every word I 
have said is true. Sir, a letter has been produced, 
which, I own, has filled me with considerable 
asto.nishment, statiIlg that I said in a railway train, 
going from this to Dublin, that I had made an 
offer of office to the hon. and learned Gentleman 
and his -frie~.ds. Sir, it is perfectly impossible that 
I could have made that statement, and I cannot 
believe that I ever did so. I cannot suppose that 
the hon. Gentleman who wrote that letter would will
ingly make any assertion which he thought was not 
true; but I say the hon. Gentleman is under a great 
mistake; for will the House believe that I would 
mention the suhject to an hon. Member in a rail
way carriage-a political opponent, too-which I 
had never mentioned to any other person what
ever? What could have been my object in making 
such a statement to Mr. O'Flaherty, so totally at 
·variance with the' truth? I now content myself 
with saying that I never did make the statement 
referred to. I have now, Sir, told my story of 
those private interviews .. Perhaps, viewed through 
the light of Parliamentary tactics, where everything 
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tha.t is done by a. public man is supposed to be 
done with a. motive, there may be some Gentle
men who will not credit my disavowal of suoh an 
intention. In this matter, however, I feel nothing 
whatever to reproaoh myself with. I oommunioated 
freely and frankly with the hon. and learned Gentle
man under the oircumstances I have now related j 
and when I was asked the question, upon whioh 
the hon. and learned Gentleman lays so much stress, 
I answered that question oandidly. Now, therefore, 
when it is sought by that answer to implicate me 
and other distinguished individuals in oharges whioh 
kave not the slightest foundation, I think that suoh 
a course is oaloulated to convey a low idea of what 
some persons entertain of the honour of" publio and 
private men. Sir, I freely admit the great talent and 
eloquence of the hon. and learned Gentleman. I 
admit that the hon.and learned Gentleman is able 
with all the plausibility of an experienced lawyer to 
get up a case against me, as if he were getting up a 
case against a prisoner at th.e bar. But I believe 
that the ingenuity he has shown on the present oc
casion, however great, will not avail him in effeoting 
the object whioh he has in view. I believe that the 
authorities whioh I have adduoed in support of my 
defenoe, and the pledge of my honour and my word 
to the truth of every word I have said, will be suffi
cient to satisfy the publio and this Rouse "that I 4ave 
spoken aooording to the exaot faots of the case. But, Sir, 
I must say I freely admit that I may have oommitted 
an error in the oourse I had taken j but I maintain 
that that error was not one of prinoiple, but one of 
judgment. It was an error of judgment, because I 
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_ believed that in those conversations I was. freely and 
frankly communicating with a gentleman, who, though 
a political opponent, was, as I then believed, a 
friend. Sir, I regret to say that in this House, Par
liamentary warfare seems to be degenerating into 

recriminatory and personal attacks; and that it is 
deemed by some hon. Members an object sufficient 
for statesmen to endeavour to attack and damage 
the character of a political opponent. Such, Sir, will 
never be my course---it never was my course; and, 
in spite of the plausible statements of the hon. and 
learned Gentleman, I trust that it is a course which 
the House generally will not indulge. I sit down, 
Sir, reiterating my belief that I have not on the 
occasions referred to, nor on any other occasion, 
done anything that was in the least degree deroga
tory to that charaoter whioh the humblest of us must 
be desirous to.- vindicate and uphold-the character 
of an English gentleman. 



LORD LlEOT~ANT, mELAND. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS, 25TH JUNB 1858. 

L On the 25th March 1858, Mr. Roebuck moved the following 
resolution :-"That in the opinion of the House, the office 
of the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland ought to be abolished 
and the office of Secretary of State for Ireland to be at 
once created." It was asserted that the office of the 
Lord Lieutenant was miSchievous to Ireland under three 
a..--pects; first as regards its expenses ; secondly as regards; 
social influence and thirdly with respect to political in
fluence. Lord N aas in the following speeW.. opposed the 
Motion, stating that such a chan.:.ae was every way unde
sireable and if carried out, would prove ruinous to the best 
interests of the Irish people. In conclusion the House 
divided. Ayes 116; Noes 243; Majority against the 
Motion 157. ] 

L ORD NAAS said he should endeavour to show 
to the House that the object which the Hon. 

and learned Member for Sheffield had in view was 
not so easy of attainment as he app-eared to imagine 
and that there were many diffioulties attending the 
consideration of this question, which, as it appeared, 
had not presented themselves to his mind. He 
himself should support the Amendment of the hone 
Member for Armagh, upon the ground that it would 
be unadvisable to eH'ect so great a change in the 
GoverDlllent of Ireland without being quite certain 

10 
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that the system of Government and mode of ad
ministration to be substituted, would be sufIlcient for 
the purpose, and would effect a decided improvement. 
Although the Hon. and learned Gentleman had 
remarked upon certain inconveniences and anomalies, 
which arose from the present system, yet he had 
failed to show that the mode of Government of 
Ireland, which he proposed to substitute, would 
remove those inconveniences or get rid of those 
anomalies. In dealing with this question, it would 
be as well to dismiss from consideration the financial 
part· of it, for wether the cost were £20,000 or £50,000, 
he was sure the House of commons would never be
grudge the amount, if it was thought to be necessary 
for the proper administration of Irish Government. 
He should also dismiss from his consideration the 
suggestion which had been made, that the abolition of 
.the office of Lord Lieutenant would injuriously affect 
the trade, the commeroe, and the interests of Dublin. 
Those interests, no doubt, were deserving of consi
deration ; but if it could be shown that a proposed 
change would be for the advantage of Ireland 
generally, and the country at large, the interests 
of a partioular olass ought not to be allowed to prevent 
it. The objeotions whioh he saw to the present Motion 
arose from difficulties connected with the adminis
tration of the Government of Ireland, the importance 
of which the hon. and learned gentleman by no means 
appeared to have' appreoiated. It would be well 
for the HQuse to consider the system of Government 
which now existed in Ireland. It was all very well 
to say how beneficial it would be, both for this 
country and for Ireland, if there existed a perfect 
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similarity between the two, in respect to laws, insti
tutions, and the system of administering the G0-
vernment; but there were considerations which ren
dered such a consummation extremely difficult. The 
administration of the Government of heIand, as 
compared with that of England, was essentially dif
ferent, for while local self-government was the per
vading spirit of administration here, that of heIand 
might be said to be an eminently central system. 
The inflnence of the Government, as administered 
in heland, pervaded all the departments of the 
State, and prevailed through all its ramifications. It 
would require considerable discretion, ability, and 
care, to do away at once with a system which had 
obtained so long in heIand, and had, upon the whole, 
worked advan~ooously. Though that was not the 
proper place. to do so, it might be c'¢ous to trace 
the history of the mode of government in heIand, 
and to show how a central system always prevail
ed-how, after the Conquest, Norman institutions 
were en.,urafted upon those of Celtic clanship and 
(!hieftainry, instead of being, as in England, en.:,orafted 
on the Saxon system which was eminently self
governing; then, how for -many years English influ
ence and interests were maintained by the military 
prowess of the Knights of the Pale-how rebellion 
and forfeitures continued that; system for many 
generations-how the penal laws continued it-and 
lastly, how it came to be that the only problem 
to be solved in Ireland was, not how to govern 
Ireland, but how to govern the domfuant class 
that governed the rest of the population. When 
the whole of the Irish people were admitted to 
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equal rights and privileges, it was found necessary 
to adapt the system of government to the altered 
state of things. But still the system was, and 

: continued now to be, a central system. He might 
be permitted to remind the House what the 
mode of government was, which had been estab
lished since the beginning of this century, how it 
differs from that persued in England, and how 
the office of Lord Lieutenant was a part and 
parcel of the whole system. In 1827, by an· Act 
of the 7th and 8th of George IV., courts of petty 
sessions, to the number of 600, were remodelled, 
and the effect of this remodelling was to bring 
them· more under the control of the Government. 
Then, in 1836, stipendiary magistrates, of whom 
there were now 71, were appointed throughout the 
country. T4,ose magistrates were in constant com
munication with, and received their orders from 
the Government, and administered their functions 
under the immediate supervision of the central 
power. Again, the constabulary was a. force which 
in its organization was altogether peculiar to Ire
land. The first regular police force in Ireland was 
established in 1814, but ·the· constabulary, as it 
now existed, was organized, in 1836. It is. now 
wholly paid fol' and controlled by the State, and 
is commanded and regulated by an Inspector 
General. This important functionary has an office 
in Dublin Castle; he is in daily communication 
with the the executive Government, and is obliged 
to consult on all oooasions and. matters of impor
tance with the Chief or Uuder Seoretary. That 
constabulary force had been embodied for upwards 
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of twenty years, and he believed its existence, had 
been an unmixed. blessing to the country. Again, 
there were the Assistant BaiTiSters, who performed 
the duties' of the Ohairman of Quarter Sessions in 
this country, and were directly appointed by the 
Government, and acted in communication with 
them. There was also the Poor Law system, or 
the Board of which both Chief and' Under Secre
taries were members. Again, public prosecutions 
are conducted almost entirely under the direction' 
of the Orown. Those facts showed how the in
fluence of the Government of Ireland pervaded 
every deparment of the Sbte, and ran through 
all its ramifications, and how difficult it would be 
to alter the existing system. Of that central sys
tem the Lord Lieutenant was the mainspring and 
head, and his duties were neither light nor few~ 
He had in reality most iInporta.nt functions to 
perform, requiring the exeroise of ·as much ability, 
prudence, and care as those which devolved on 
any member of the Executive Government of this 
country. He was regularly consulted in all the 
important matters of administration in the depart
ments which he (Lord Naas) had enumerated; 
and he believed that no man who had been at 
any time connected with the 9'0vernment of Ire
land would deny that the influence of the Lord 
Lieutenant was perceptible in the whole of the 
government of that .country. He was responsible 
to the country and Parliament for the preservation 
of the public peace, and large powers were given 

. to -him. for that purpose. This was a duty fraught' 
with anxiety. The noble Lord who recently presided' 
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over the governmel;l.t in Ireland with so much 
ability, could testify how. much, firmness, prudence, 
and consideration was required to put an end to 
the miserable state of things which existed at Belfast 
last year. Again, when Ii gene~al election occurred 
in ~ngland it was usual to remove from the places 
of e~ection to a distance the troops stationed in 
the neigh"o~hood. In Ireland the custom was 
exac~ly the rev~rse. At t1l:e last general election 
morS' than 20,000 armed men were put in motion 
inthl1-,t way by the Government, and the Lord 
Lieutena,nt was. responsible for the proper discharge 
of so delicate and difficult duty. The Lord 
Lieutenant had also t9 discharge duties similar to 
those performed by the Home Secretary in Eng
land. On. hUn- -devolv;ed the exercise of the pI'ero
gll-tive of mercy; many matters of a. minor nature 
were cotinually brought under his notice, and an 
alteratio:Q. could· hardly t,ake place in a gaol, or a 
convict be. discharged, a prisoner be removed, or a 
lunatic provided for-[ A laugh ]-without his direc
tion. Hon. Gentlemen might laugh, but still what 
he stated were facts. He did not mean to say that 
the Lord Lieutenan~ was obliged to look into every 
individual case, but he did so. whenever any difficulty 
arose or anything unusual ocourred. He (Lord Naas) 
thought he had said enough to show that the duties 
daily devolving on the Lord Lieutenant were im
portant, that they ,required gJ:eat ability. and ex
perience, and frequently demanded the exercise of 
the nicest judgment. There were three modes in 
whioh it had been from 'time to time proposed to 
substitute a different form of Governme:tlt in Ireland 
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from the p~esent. ~b first Qf' t4ese was, that the 
office of' Lord :Weu,tenant and. ClV.e~ Secretary should 
be abolished, and that the whole Government of' 
Irela.nd should devolve upon the llome Secretary, 
with an additional under Secretary of' State f'or the 
Home Department. ~hat was not the proposal of 
the hon. and learned Member f'or Sheffi!'lld, but it 
was one that 4ad been repeate.dly brought fOrwa:J,'d 
and urged upon the House by those who support
ed the principle of' what he might. call ultra--cen
tralization. Now, he thought it q..ute impossible 
that anyone man, however great his talents and 
experience at the llome Office, could be charged, 
with the performance of such dutios as the go,... 
vernment of Ireland necessarily demanded. He be~ 
lieved that the business of the Home Office was 
quite sufficient to occupy the attention of the 
ablest man, and he' was sure that if the scheme 
was adopted, it would be found impossible to 
transact in a satisfactory manner the affairs of 
Ireland. . Her interests would inevitably be. left to 
the care of a subordinate or irresponsible' officer. 
The second scheme, which was in some degree 
that of the hon, and learned Gentleman, was that 
the office of Lord Lieutenant should merge into 
that of' Secretary of State, with all the depart
ments of his office in London, where consulta
tions could take place between the Irish Minister 
and Irish. representatives; and it was alleged that 
the former, being a Member of the Cabinet, would 
be in a· position to advance Irish interests more 

. powerfully with his colleagues. He was far from 
saying that it would be impossible to carry out 
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this plan. or that it was one which might not be 
attended with many advandages. but it was one 
that could not fail. to cause· much inconvenience. 
The personal intercourse between the heads of 
Departments and private individuals that took 
place at the Castle of Dublin on questions of 
the utmost importanoe to Ireland were of great 
advantage in pormoting the interests of that 

. country; and' though it might be said that the 
principal inconvenience caused by this scheme would 
be the two or three days that would elapse be
fore communications could pass between Dublin 
and London. yet those personal interviews would 
be rendered almost impossible, and the same 
facilities that --now existed for considering iin
portant questions would no longer exist. He 
.did not say, the objections to the scheme were 
insurmountable, but still they were such as ought 
to receive the most anxious consideration of the 
House. The third scheme proposed. was to dis
pense. with the offi,ce of Lord Lieutenant; to ap
point a Secretary of State with the municipal part 
of his office in Dilblin, to be worked by an Un
der Secretary during the Session of Parliament, 
that all regal state and splendour should be giv
eil up except when there were visits of the So
vereign, but that the Secretary should reside in 
Ireland during the recess. This plan, he need 
hardly say, would· neccssarily require much cor
respondence, as the Secretary of State would be 
separated from his offices, and great difficulty and 
confusion in the transaction of business would be 
the consequence. These ditIerent schemes were 
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all open to very serious objections, and he thought 
they ought to be well considered by the House be
fore an alteration so important as that now pro
posed was adopted. In bringing forward this Mo
tion the hon. and learned Member· had failed to 
to prove that there were any great evils in the 
Government of Ireland which demanded such a 
change. No one would deny that Ireland had 
improved within the last ten years in a most 
extraoadinary menner. Indeed, the progress she 
had made was little short of miraculous, and he 
believed that the Government of the country had 
had something to do with that improvemnt. He 
should be sorry to attribute to human laws or ins
titutions these good gifts which Providence had 
vouchsafed to his country; but, .at all events, it 
was quite clear that no pernicious or. blighting in
fluence had been exercised on the part of the Go
vernment that retarded or interfered with the great 
improvements that had taken place. So far from 
·that, the Government of Ireland had gone with the 
times; the officials intrusted with the management 
of her afl'ai.rs had done all in their power to promote 
her interests; and he· believed the improvement of 
the country had been on the whole advanced by 
the judicious measures taken, and the deep interest 
in her welfare manifested by those who had held 
the office of Lord Lieutenant. It had been said 
the Castle of Dublin. was a seat of intrigue. As 
far as he had been able to investigate the matter, 
he did not believe there was any solid foundation 
for the stories told of political intrigue. There may 

. have been intrigues formed in the Castle, but are 
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there none in Downing Street? And he did not 
believe that the class is more numerous in Ireland 
than here in Downing Street. The noble Lord, the 
Member for London, in his speeoh in introduoing 
a measure for the abolition of the Lord Lieutenancy 
in 1850, said the existenoe of the offioe tended to 
keep up party spirit-that the most illustrious men 
were unable to conquer the faotion by whioh they 
were opposed, that tho illustrious Wellesley was 
insulted, that the gallant Anglesey was called Alge~ 
rine Anglesey, that Lord Haddington was called a. 
partisan, and that the gentleman of Ireland refused 
to . attend Lord N ormanby's Court. Nothing of the 
kind has ooourred of late years. He was sure the 
noble Lord who lately held the office of Lord 
Lieutenant, would bear him out in saying that 
during the whole time he was in Ireland he had 
been received with the greatest kindness, respeot, 
'and hospitality by men of the most opposite opi~ 
nions, and he might oonfidently say the same thing 
with regard to the noble Lord who now held that 
offioe. If they looked at the list of noblemen and 
gentlemen who attended his first levee, they would 
find it made up of persons belonging -to all seots 
and shades of politios. T~ere was a strong feel
ing in Ireland that the Castle was neutral ground 
-a plaoe where all parties might meet and enjoy 
eaoh other's sooiety; but though he stated those 
opinions, he was far from wishing to conoeal his 
belief that a party was growing up in Ireland in 
favour of the ohange proposed by the hon. and 
learned Gentleman. Publio opinion in Ireland was 
daily gaining strength. It is more moderately, and 
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therefore more forcibly expressed, than it used to 
be, and the Irish people now paid less attention 
to party politics and more to practical questions. 
This question was, among others, much discussed 
in Ireland, and he thought it might safely be left 
in the hands of the Irish people, but whetherthe 
people of Ireland were in favour of this change 
or not, of one thing he was certain, that it would 
never be forced upon them by the votes of English 
Members in that House. If anything would render 
the consideration of this matter distasteful to the 
feelings of the Irish nation, it 'Y0uldbe an impression 
on their minds that their opinions and desires were 
not sufficiently consulted on so important a question. 
He trusted, th6l"efore, that the House would not 
give ear to the Motion proposed by the hem. and 
learned Member for Sheffield, and would not force 
upon an unwilling people a change ill the adminis
tration of their affairs which it was possible they 
might at no distant day themselves demand. 



OUR RELATIONS WITH CHINA. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS, 6TH]m.y 186S-

[In May 1863, Mr. Leddell, Member for Northumberland 
moved for the papers shewing the attitude assumed by 
the British authorities at China in the Rebellion which 
then convulsed that country from one end to the other 
and which aimed to overthrow the established Government 
of that country. In the following speech delivered on 
the 6th of July 1863 Lord Naas showed that the "policy 
of active interference in Chinese affairs" which had 
supplanted the old policy of Neutrality in Her Majesty's 
Government was injurious to British interests and strongly 
urged that no such British interference ought to be per
mitted execj.>t so far as was indispensable for the defence 
of British property and Settlement. An aniniated dis
cussion ensued in which Lord Palmerston who though 
disagreed with Lord Naas in his censure on Her Majesty's 
Government, complimented the speech as being very able 
and elaborate. ] 

L ORD NAAS: Sir, the somewhat unexpected 
manner in which the discussion on the Mo

tion of my hon. Friend the Member for Northumber
land (Mr. Liddell) terminated on a recent oooasion, 
induoes me to think I am taking no unusual oourse 
in endeavouring again to direot the attention 
of the House to the important question of China, 
and to elioit from the Government some explanation 
on the subjeot of our relations with that great 
empire. I am the more enoouraged to do so beoause 
I believe that of late years those relations have 
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entered upon. a totally novel phase. It is evident 
that the policy which we have adopted since the 
peace in our dealings with China, has been. abandoned. 
and that we are now rapidly entering on' an entirely. 
new state of things. It will be needless to do more 
than remind the .JIouse. how the empire of China 
differs from every other country in the habitable' 
world. For ages that empire has been ruled by 
what is little short of a pure and absolute despotism. 
But slavery has never existed in any shape within 
its bounds, and the authority 'of the Central Govern
ment has never been upheld by a large standing 
army. The publio service in China is also of a peculiar 
kind. For centuries, almost for ages, competitive 
examination is the principal mode by which ad,;, 
mittarice to that semce is gained. Education 
and merit are supposed to be the. only means by 
which a man can rise in China. No hristocracy
scarcely . anything in the shape of a middle class 
exists in the country. It is extraordinary, that 
in an empire so governed, there is to be found among 
the people a smaller amount of patriotism than is 
to be found among the natives of any other country 
in the world. Indeed, among the Chinese there 
is a singular absence of love of country, or pride 
of race; and little " religious sentiment, " or 
re~erence' for sacred things, is to be found amongst 
them. Forcible resistance to authority has always 
been the only means by which grievances are 
redressed and wrongs remedied. The right and 
practice of rebellion appears to have existed as 

. far back as the earliest days of the Chinese Empire. 
The right of rebellion has always been recoglused by 

11 
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their great writers; and it must be owned that 
the people have been very consistent in ledc.cing 
the doctrine to practice from time to time. Dr . 

. Legge, in his remarkable book on Chinese classicto, 
shows clearly the opinion of the great philosophers 
on this point; and these principles, though enun- -
eiated 3,000 years ago, I recommend to the attention 
of hon. Gentlemen opposite, as they might have 
well been written by an English Whig of 1688. 
Dr. Legge says :-

C/ The G-overnment which Confucious taught was a des
IlOtism, but of a modified character. He allowed no jlU 
dl:vinum independent of pel'Sonal virtue and a benevolent 
rule. He says-' Heaven, protecting the inferior people, has 
Jlonstituted for them rulers and teacher!1, who should be able 
to be assisting to "God, extending favour and producing tran
quillity throughout all parts of the Empire. The moment 
the ruler cens,es to be a minister of God for good, and does 
not administer a go,ernment that is beneficial to the people. 
he forfeits the title by which he holds the throne, and perse
verance in oppression will surely lead to his o7erthrow.''' 

"Mencius inculcates this principle with a frequencey and 
boldness which are remarkable. It was one of the thin:,;s about 
which Confucius did not much like to write-still he held it. 
!tis conspicuous in the last chapters of The Great Learni1lg, and 
its tendency ha..> been to check the vi(llence of oppression, and 
maintain the self-respect of the people all along the course 
of Chinese history." 

It is a curious thing, that though rebellions 
have been numerous, no particular dynasty in 
China has ever been ovel'thrown "without several 
years of o.rmed resistance against its authority. 
Coups d'etat are almost ~nown in that country. 
As far back as 1279 the Soung dynasty was ever
thrown after nineteen :tenrs of insurrection. It 
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took sixteen years to overthrow the Mongol dynasty ~" 
and the Sing dynasty, whiohnow rules the empire, 
was not established till after twenty-eight or thirty, 
years of rebellion against that whioh preoeded it. 
The empire of China. is now passing through one· 
of those unfortunate crises; and I do not incorreotly' 
desoribe the state of the country by saying that 
civil war ~ages almost from one end of it to tha 
other. Apart from the Taeping rebellion, whioh: 
has now existed for thirteen or fourteen years,· there· 
are constant disturbances in the districts bordering , 
on the Canton provinoes, where the rival faotions· 
of the Hakkis and Puntis still maintain their anoient· 
feuds; in the western provinoes the . armies ot 
the' Emperor are vainly endeavouring to make
head against disturbanoesthere; until lately they, 
were defending Hang-chow on the Yang.,tzeKiang,' 
whioh was menaoed by a. body· of rebelS" entirely, 
distinct from the Taepings; and at Tien-tsin our 
Consul has, in the spring of this year, been severely 
wounded in repelling an attack on the town by It.:
body of rebels under the general name of the 
Nien Fei. It was not impossible that that body. 
of rebels might menaoe even the oapital itself. In. 
the far north, near the new treaty port of N e~ 
Chiang, the foreign residents, as we hear from Mr. 
Consul Meadows, have lately been ~ fear of destruo.· 
tion by another distinot body of rebels. Indeed,. 
the whole empire, containing a population . of. 
300,000,000 or 400,000,000, is oonvulsed from· end. 
to end. The movement, however,' with whioh, we 
have more particularly to deal, is the Taeping move." 
ment. Without pretending to gi va anything" like 
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a. historY of it,' I will only say that it commenced 
in 1849 or 185O-that it is one of the most extraor
dinary movements that have taken place in any 
country---that at first small in its beginning, and 
commenced by a few insignificant individuals, it 
soon acquired such importance,' and such numbers 
gathered round the standard of the chief, Hung 
Su Tsuen, that Nankin, the ancient capital of the 
Empire fell into his hands, and a sort of Govern
ment was established there; that the rebels then 

. :moved northward until they almost menaced the, 
safety of the capital, and that they then, without 
apparent cause, retired pretty much in the same 
wayo.s they advanced, their principal object being 
plunder. . It is, however, necessary for a moment 
to consider what were the causes of the Taeping: 
movement. .I am afraid, that any, person who has-: 
devoted. attention to the affairs of China during the
rast twelve or fourteen yearS, must form. the opi.;; 
mon that the constant interference of England, and 
her hostility to the Imperial authorities have con .. 
tHbuted greatly to the disorganization of the coun-' 
try. Those who have considered the subject tho
roughly, agree. in assigning the movement to three 
~auses-British hostility towards the Government, 
the opium question, and the circumstance that for 
the last three reigns China has been ruled by prin
(leS of weak charaoter and little influence. By a. 
series of acts of· hostility which I will not now 
enter upon, but which has lasted for years, we have 
weakened the Government and made it contempt
ible in the eyes of . the people. In Mr. Mea-: 
dows'sbook is to 1:>6 found the following ciu:iousme~ 
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morlal from a Manchon general, written soon after 
the outbreak of the rebellion:-

"The troops do not attend to orders, - regard. retreat on 
the eve of battle as an old custom, and the abandonment 
of places they should hold as an ordinary affair. ~". • • • • 
The number of robbers and criminal associations in Kwang
tung and Kwang-si is very great, andthey assemble with
out the "least hesitation to create disturbances; all· which 
arises from the circllIDStances of the army at the time the 
barbarian affairs were being transacted. Formerly they fear
ed the troops ail tigers; of late they look on them as 
sheep. " 

Again, there is no doubt that our constant attempti 
to force the opium. trade upon the Government of 
China have had a very serious effect, and have 
been the ever fruitful source of disquietude and: 
violence. Monsignor Chauveau, a Catholic mission
ary in Y unan, relates an instance-oile in many
by which opium -may be traced as one of the causes 
of the rebellion in the year 1850 or 1851.S;.x hun..' 
dred opium .dealers of the province of K wang-si, tra-· 
velling from Y unan to Canton, being short· of sup" 
plies, forcibly borrowed or took money and provi
sions from two brothers of the· name of Ischang. 
These men had no· alternative but to comply with 
their demands. When the opium traders left, these 
two brothers, who were men of influence" and posi
tion, were arrested, Hung into prison and severely 
punished by the Mandarins. • This act of gross in
justice so inoensed the people that they joined. the 
insurrection in great numbers; I might quote many 
examples to show how much we have to answer for 
in being the cause of the present state of anarchy 
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in the empire, but I should ~ot feel justified in 
troubling the House at any length upon past events 
in China. I wish rather to deal with the pre
sent aspeot of affairs. But the House will reool
leot what has been the attitude of England to
wards. China during the last twenty-five years. Al
most ever sinoe the East India. Compa.ny's mono
poly was done away with, and sinoe the Chinese 
Government had determined foroibly to resist the 
'introduotion of opium, till within the last two 
years, our attitude ,has been one of continued and 
almost inoessant hostility, We have had two, I 
may almost say four,great wars. Our position 
has always been one of antagonism to the Chinese 
authorities. I might desoribe it as one of armed 
commeroe, The noble Lord at the head of the Go
vernment repeatedly told the House that we were 
not at war with China, at the very tim.e that we were 
burning the suburbs of Canton and bombarding the 
forts; and at last our relations with that country 

• had got into suoh an anomalous position, that we 
were aotually at one time, in the south and on the 
east coast, supporting the authority of the Chinese 
Vioeroy in Canton, oolleoting a portion of the Im
perial revenue at Shanghai and defending it against 
the rebels, transmitting I suppose a portion of that 
revenue to. Pekin ; while in the North we were 
bombarding the Taku forts, seizing the capital, and 
burning the Emperor's palaoe. Now, peace being 
made, we are bound 'to find a. polioy for the new 
state of things. and that is the question to whioh 
I partioularly ask the attention of the House. A 
~reat l'ebellion exists in China; two parties are 
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+riving for the mastery. I have little sympathy 
, >r one or the other; least of all am I an ad vocate of 
the Taeping movement. At first considerable sym
pathy was manifested for it, as there was a belief 
that . their religion was closely allied to Christia
nity. Further inquiries, however, showed, that though 
with the aid of some European books procured 
in Canton" they might have manufactured a spuri
ous sort of Christianity, yet their religion was a 
sheer imposture, and the assumption of divine at
tributes and of direct communications from the De
ity, was so disgusting to those Christians who at 

first had dealings with them, that it is now allowed 
that no sympathy can be felt for them on religi
ousgrolinds. Nor have they shown any capacity 
for creating either a dynasty or a Government. 
They have been in possession of a larg"e portion of 
the country for fifteen years, inoluding Nankin and 
other great cities, but nowhere have they suc
ceeded in establishing anything like an organized 
form of Government. But this contemptible posi
tion which, after all, the Taeping leaders hold, 
makes the case as against the Imperialists still strong
er; for notwithstanding the weakness, the dis~ 
organization, and incapacity of the rebels, the Im
perial troops have been continually worsted in the 
field; and with all the military, financial and po
litical resources of the empire at their command, 
they have never been able to make head against 
the Taepings, or to restore peace and order' in a: 
single province. Such being the state of affairs as 
between the rival parties, at the Treaty of Pekin, 
a policy of neutrality was laid down and acted on for 
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a considerable time. I am anxious that there should 
be no mistake as to the declaration made at that 
time. That treaty was concluded in October 1860, 
and Sir Frederick Bruce, in making arrangements 
for the protection of the treaty ports, distinctly 
laid it down that the British were to be entirely 
neutral as between the Trepings and tbe .Chinese 
Government. Earl Russell writes to Mr. Bruce on 
Jnly 24, 1861, as follows :-

"I have caused the Admiralty to be informed, in reply 
that I am of opinion that Vice Admiral Hope's measures 
should be approved, and I have now to instruct you to endea
vour to make arrangements to secure the neutrality of all 
the treaty ports against the rebels. 

"The Government of Pekin will, probably, make no diffi
culty in abstaining from \b~ing the treaty ports as bases of 
operations against the rebels, provided the rebels on their 
side refrain ftom attacking those ports; and it may be hoped 
that the .rebels will see that it is not for their interest to run 
the risk of c~llisions with foreign nations whose trade is pro
tected by treaties. 

"You will understand, ho"W"ever, that Her Majesty's Govern
ment do not wish force to be used against the rebels in any 
case except for the actual protection of the lives and prop~rty 
of British snbjects. 

"I am, &c-, 
(Signed) "J. RUSSELL. " 

Again, on August 8, 1861, Earl Russell writes to 
Mr. Bruce:-

II Her Majesty's Government desire to maintain, as they 
have done hitherto, neutrality between the two contending 
parties in China. If British subjects are tabn prisoners by 
either party, you should do yonr utmost to save them from 
torture or capital punishment; but otherwise you should 
abstain from all interference in the civil war." 
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On February 1, 1862, Mr. Bruce writes to consul 
Harvey:-

"The policy to be observed and the language _to be used 
to the insurgent Chiefs is this :-We have no cause of quarrel 
with the Trepings arising out of their insurrection against the 
Imperial Government, nor do we pretend to dictate to the 
Chinese people who is to rule over them; on the other hand, 
any Power that claims that Empire is bound by all the obli
gations of the treaties China. has entered into with foreign 
nations." -

The noble Lord in his place in this House was 
equally explicit in the declaration of his wish for _ the 
maintenance of neutrality. On the 12th of March 
1861. Earl Russell laid down this principle in the 
following words :-

.. i told Mr. Bruce that Her Majesty's Government entirely 
approved of his conduct; that we did not wish to interfer~ 
between the Impelial Government and the rebels; that we 
meant to be entirely neutral ; but that we would not remain 
neutral when the towns where the English andforeigli 
merchants were established were attacked by foreign forces; 
.••.•..• With regard to our policy, the only course we can 
take is that of perfect neturality; at the SaIne time not 
allowing the towns where our merchants are congregated to 
be destroye4." [ 3 Han8ard, cIxi 1858.] 

I shall now proceed to show how little by little; 
step by step, the policy of neutrality has been aban
doned, and that we are now interfering in every 
possible way in the internal affairs of China. The 
first step taken in this direction was at Shanghai, 
the principal of the treaty ports, where an attempt 

- was made to carry out what was called the thirty .. 
mile radius. Admiral Hope early in 1861 went up 
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the country to the Taepings, eni-ered into commu
cation with the" chiefs at Nakin, and succeeded in 
obtaining from them an assurance that they would 
respect the port and environs of Shanghai for one year. 
The Taepings kept their word; but towards the 
close of 1861, w.hen the term of compact was nearly 
ended, there were evidences that they intended 
to advance up(m Shanghai, and steps were taken 
in eonsaquence to defend the town. Instead, however, 
of defending the settlement itself, which was ab
solutely necessary for the pi'otection of British pro
perty, it was very unfortunately determined to 
seize and hold all the country for thirty miles ro:und. 
Milita.ry operations began at the "end of April 1862," 
when a force comprised of British. and French. 
troops, some drilled Chinese, and Imperial "braves ,. 
marched out from Shangba.i,and took two "large 
towns tn the "neighbourhood. They then went" 
~cross . the river, with the intention of seizing the 
right bank of the Woosung river, and occupying 
the peninsula, and took two more towns almost 
immediately. Whilst besieging another town, how
ever, General Stavely, in command of these forces 
heard that the Imp3rialists, who had been left in 
charge of the towns first taken, had been routed 
and destroyed, and that the rebels were march
ing upon Shanghai. It therefore became necessary 
to withdraw his. troops; the towns he had taken 
were re-occupied by the rebels, and there was an 
end for the time to the thirty-mile radius. The 
first operation, therefore, was a failure. Towards the 
end of the year, however, the British Forces re
eaptured those towns-and no attempt has been 
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made by the rebels to re .. :take them.· But these 
operations involved the whole district in very se
rious troubles and misery. The position of the un
fortunate inhabitants was anything but enviable. 
The rebels, when they took the towns near 
Shanghai killed a great number of men. They or
dered those that were left to let their hair grow 
to show they were rebels. When the English t~ok 
the towns, they handed them over to the Impe
rialists, who beheaded many of these unfortunate 
creatures because· they had long hair, and ordered 
the residue to shave. A few days afterward."l the 
Imperial troops were withdrawn, the rebels came 
ip again, and killed some more of those how had 
in the interim shaved their heads. The atrocities 
and carnage that take place in this civil war are 
horrible to contemplate. On the score !>f cruelty one 
side is as bad as the other; there is nothing to 
choose between them. It is alleged that the re
bels have laid waste the country for thirty miles 
round Shanghai. Great atrocities are, no doubt, 
committed on both sides, but I deny that the coun
try has been devastated. The despatches speak of 
the troops as marching through highly-cultivated 
cornfields, with men at work in them, and there 
is reason to believe that the atrocities of the Tae
pings are very much confined to the towns which 
they seize. The result of these operations is, that 
though Shanghai is safe. we are responsible for the 
defence of a. large frontier which may be at any 
time attacked. I will now advert to what has hnp
pened at Ningpo, which illustrates, in an· instruc
·uve manner, how gradually we are being led into 
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interferenoe in Chinese affairs., Ningpo is.& very 
large oity, with upwards of & quarter of a milli
on of inhabitants. At the lat.ter end of 1861 it 
was in the possession of the Imperialists, but was 
seriously menaced by the rebels. English officers 
gave the Chinese authorities every advioe and as
sistance by lending them guns, and instructing 
them how to fortify the city against the enemy, 
at the same time assuring the Mandarins that they 
would not interfere personally in the struggle. 
The rebels, however, attacked the city, and drove 
out the Imperial troops in a few hours; the En
glish gunboats did not interfere, and the rebels 
.took possession of Ningpo, which tbey held for 
five months. Matters went on quietly during that 
occupation. I oannot say that the rebels were suo- . 
. oessful in attracting a large portion of the inhabit
ants back to the city, or to restore trade; but it 
is quite evident that friendly relations existed be
tween the English authorities and the rebels,oom
munioations passed and repassed, and our Consul 
had no reason to oomplain of any breaoh of faith 
on the part of ,the Taeping chiefs. Almost imme
diately after the~rebels took. possession ofthe city, 
Consul Harvey thought ita favourable moment to 
arrange the question of what was oalled the fo
reign settlement, and this is a good instanoe how 
matters of this kind are settled in China. Ningpo 

. was situated at the' oonfluenoe of two oonsiderable 
rivers, and a pieoe of ground nearly surrounded by 
the two rivers was muoh coveted by the Consuls as 
being admirably adapted for purposes both of 

,trade and defence. Accordingly, they endeavoured 
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to obtain the cession of that piece of ground. The 
American, French, and English Oonsuls and the 
captain of Her Majesty's gunboat Scout met one 
day and passed a resolution that this large piece' 
of ground, almost as big as that upon which the
city itself stood, should form. the foreign settle
ment, and be devoted to the purposes of these 
foreign nations. The whole transaction is thus described 
by Oonsul Harvey in a letter to Mr. Bruce-

'''Ningp~, January 14,1862. 
II Sir,-I have the honour to' iil.close herewith, for your 

Excellency's information and approval, copy of a Minute ·of 
a Conference held yesterday, at the United States Consulate 
a.t this port, for the purpose of defining the limits within 
which will- in future be comprised the "Foreign Settlement" 
at Ningpo. 

" Since this port was opened to foreign trade in 1843; 
no definite • concession' or • grant' has ever.been obtained 
from the local authorities, in accordance with treaty stipu:: 
lations; and as this want had long been felt' by the in
creasing mercantile community here, but more particularly 
and pressingly so since the capture of this city by the in
surgents, the present appeared to me a very favourable' op; 
portunity for coming to a clear understanding upon the 
point. The inclosed Minute is a brief decl3fation and state~ 
ment of the agreement so determined upon by the three 
Treaty Consuls in regard to this important clause of our 
respective treaties. , 

" I transmit also herein a rough sketch of the site and its 
boundaries ; and I trust the steps taken on this occasion will 
meet with your Excellency's favourable approval, and that 
your Excellency will be pleased to obtain for them the sanctioQ. 
and confirmation of His Highness the Prin.ce of Kung." 

At that time the city of Ningpo and the country 
around were in the possession of . the Taeping 
chiefs. They did not make much objection, the Oon-

12 



134 OUR RELATIONS WITH CHINA. [6TH JULY 

suls took possession, and some commodious resi
dences were built on the land in question. 
Things went on in that. way for some months, 
when one day in April, on the firing of a salute 
in honour of the arrival of one of the Taeping 
ehiefs, some bullets struck the Ringdooe gunboat. 
Some idle persons, also, wandering upon the walls, 
fired a few shots, which went near the boats. These 
were the only acts complained of by the Bri
tish authorities, and they were amply apologized 
for by the Taeping chiefs. Captain Dew, of the 
EncO'UnteT~ was sent down by Sir' James Hope to 
obtain reparation and apology, and anyone who 
reads the instruotions of Sir James Hope will find 
there was nothing in them which authorized Cap
tam. Dew to make any attack upon the city. 
However, h,e demanded that a certain battery 
should be destroyed. The answer to the remons
trance made by Captain Dew was so satisfactory 
that on the 27th of April 1862 he wrote to the 
Taeping chiefs to inform them that he would not 
insist upon the demolition of the battery, but only 
that the gun!! opposite the settlement and ships 
should be removed; The battery to which he referr
ed was in a peouliar position. It was erected at 
the confluence of the two rivers, in order to de
fend the town from anyattaok that might be made 
by the Imperial forces. What Captain Dew there
fore required was an ample apology, the removal 
of the guns from the battery opposite the settIe
ment and ships, and that means should be taken 
to prevent any body, going on the walls opposite 
to the ships. With reference to the first point Cap-
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tain Dew said he was perfectly satisfied; and with 
respect to the two other points General Hwang 
wrote to say, tha.t though the guns were for the 
protection of the fort yet, under the peculiar cir
cumstances, and to manifest the desire of the Tae
pings for a lasting amity, the port-holes for the-
guns bearing on the. settlement should be stopped 
up. and no one should be allowed to go upon the 
walls except the workmen who might be required. 
to make repairs. In fact, everything demanded by 
Captain Dew was granted, the port-holes were· 
bricked up, and. the letter concluded in-this way-, 
"We·are desirous ofremaining on good terms with, 
you, and this is our reason for this distinct state- i 

ment." Mter the receipt of that letter Captaiu.; 
Dew paid. a visit to a large Imperial force, which 
was being collected for the purpose. of taking 
Ningpo, and was rather curiously constituted. The 
Imperial Government, having hutp. ·sntall ill3vai 
forca at their command, made a convention with 
a. notorious pirate of the name of Apak for the em~ 
ployment in the Imperial service of himself and 
eighty junks, which for a. number of years ha.d 
been. engaged in piracy. Well, a ·few days be .. 
fore the attack on Ningpo was ma.de Captain Dew 
went down the river and communicated with the 
Imperial Ohiefs and their piratical ally. There 
was every reason to believe that CQ.ptain Dew was 
cognizant of what they were going to do, and the 
siege of Ningpo had his perfect approval; but i~ 
appeared rather a curious thing that a British oaptru.n 
should enter into communication with one whom, 
in the pursuit of his well-known - calling if he 
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caught outside the bar at Shanghai, he would have 
felt bound to hang. This allied baud of Imperi
alists and pirates advanced to the attack of Ning
po on the lOth May. Captain Dew aud several 
gunboats were then in the river, moored in a line 

• opposite the town, in such a manner that they 
were e:x:actlyin the line of fire of an attacking force. 
Shortly before the attack he worte to the Taeping 
chiefs thus--

" We now inform you that we maintain a perfect" neutrality ; 
but if you fire the guns or muskets from the battery or walls 
opposite the settlement on the advancing Imperialists, thereby 
endangering the lives of our men and people in the foreign 
settlemeut, we shall then leel it our duty to return the fire 
and bombard the ci~'y." 

So that having received an ample apology, Cap
tain Dew gave up the three points, and then told 
the Taeping~, that if they defended themselves, he 
woUld join in the attack and bombard the" town ! 
The junks having advanced between the gunboats 
and the town, some shots were fired, whether 
'from a Taeping battery or an Imperial junk is very 
doubtful '; and 'then, " without further provocation, 
at ten 'o'clock Captain Dew opened fire, the Im
perialist fleet taking but little part in the at
tack. Captain Dew bombarded the town till 
two o'clock, then went to dinner; at three o'clock he 
landed his man, drove, out the rebels, and in 
the evening handed' over the city of Nankin as 
a present to the Imperial Toutae and his piratical 
allies. That story showed how British officers con
duct affairs in China. There were friendly com
municationsand professions of neutrality up to the 
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last moment; and when the rebels, ·who had 
given them no provocation, attempted to defend 
themselves, their town was bombarded for four 
hours, after which they were driven out, and the 
oity harded over to the Imperialists. But the poli
cy of pretended neutrality and realinterfel'ence 
oulminated in an attack which was made by Cap ... 
bin. Dew and the French contingent npon tho 
town of Shou-hing in February of this year. After 
the taking ot Ningpo Captaii:J. Dew remained in the 
city for some time, and a certain portion of Ward's 
force and the French contingent were occupied in 
garrisoning .the place. No attempt was made to 
e.stablish the thirty miles radius in this place. But 
in February last Captain Dew and a large 
number of boats accompanied a force of about 
500 men to the attaok of a walled town situated 
no miles frorriNirigpo. Retook with him some 
howitzers lent by General Stavely, and he was ac" 
companied by Lieutenant Tinling, ~n offioer of tho 
EncQunter. The foroe was called tho Fren:ch con
tingent, and was a very curious one. It was com'" 
manded by a French offioer, who was called a Gen
eral, but I cannot make out whether he was ori
ginally a military man; I believe he was a clerk 
in the Frenoh civil service. The first night was 
spent by the foroe in plundering an Imperililiflt 
village-it must have been Imperialist, beoause -~t 
was only fifteen miles from Ningpo. The next day 
they advanoed np a canal to the attack of Shou
hing. Captain Dew acoompanied the expedition, 
he said, in the charaoter of a spectator, but really 
to advise the commander. There can be no doubt 
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"that he took an active part in the operations. A 
breaoh having been made, the Frenoh contingent 
were ordered" to the assault, but they were igno
miniously driven back, the French commander was 
killed, and Lieutenant Tinling so badly wounded 
in the neok that he died the next day. It is im
possible for Oaptain Dew to say that he was not 
in actual command of this force, for, in a. letter 
in answer to a vote of thanks from some merohants 
a.t Ningpo, Oaptain Dew glorified himself consi
derably on having performed these exploits with 
General Stavely's "honoured howitzers," as he 
calls them. With regard to Lieutenant Tihling, 
he thought justice had not been done to a gallant 
offioer. It had been over and over again said that 
he was there only as an amateur, and that he met 
with his death at a time when he was not within 
the line of Jiis duty. He was there, however, by 
the orders of his captain. He had aocompani.ed him 
in this dangerous expedition; and whilst assisting 
in working the guns he was shot in the neck. I 
think that that young officer died as much in the 
disoharge of his "duty as if he had been on board 
of his ownship; 'and that his friends in this coun
try who deeply del'lore his "]oss have a good right 
to oomplain that his death had not been spoken 
ot in a proper manner when the subject was referr
ed to the other night by the Secretary to the Ad
miralty. 

I have now shown how at Shanghai and Ning
po the polioy of neutrality has been totally aban
doned, and aotive interference by land and sea has 
been taken in this wretched oivil war. I will now 
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refer to two institutions whioh have grown up· in 
China, and which are beooming to all intents and 
purposes thoroughly British. The first of these is 
the Foreign Inspeotorate of Oustoms,the other 
the Anglo Chinese Contingent. I will take the 
desoription of the former £rom Mr. Lay's own 
words. That gentleman, who is Imperial Inspeotor 
General of Oustoms, in answer to a oommunioation 
£rom Earl Russell, states that the Foreign Ins~ 
peotorate of Oustoms was introduood into Sh®ghai 
in 1854; ~hat the Chinese authorities were then 
too weak to levy the duties; and that in conse::; 
quence the American, the British, and the French 
Oonsuls met together at the British consul's house, 
and there nominated three persons to oollect and 
take oharge of the Imperial· customs. This was a. 
curious nomination. Ultimately, the phinese Go
vernment placed the entire control of the customs 
in Mr. Lay'S hands, so that in 1856 that gentle
man beoame the head of the Chinese customs board. 
The personnel of the establishment is somewhat 
remarkable. The system is established at -eight porbs. 
Th~ personnel of the establisment is constituted 
thus-

" Shanghai-Mx. H. Tudor Davies (English) late Chief 
Magistrate at Hong-Kong, a.bsent on sick leave, whose place 
is supplied by Mr. G. H. Fitzroy, late Attache to Lord 
Elgin. 

" N ingpo.-M. Giguel (French), late Interpreter Canton 
Commissioners. 

"Foo-chow.-M. Meritens (French), late Interpreter to 
. Baron Gros. . 

II Amoy.-Mr. Ward (American), late Secretary to the 
United States Lega.tion. 
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" Sa1JJto1JJ. --Mr. Wilzer (Genna.n,) late Merclmtile assis
tant, 

" Canton.-Mr. Glover (American), late United States Vice 
Consul at Sha.nghai. 

"Cltin-lciang.-Mr. Leonard (English), late Mercantile 
Assistant fu the firm of Dent and Company. 

Tien-tsin.-Mr. Klecszkows1):i (French), Major on half
pay. 

" Mr. Hart, who was an Interpreter in the Consular Service, 
acts during Mr. Lay's absence as Inspector Genera!''' 

Therefore, at eight ports there are-one English 
Inspeotor General, two English, three Frenoh, two 
American, and one German, ohief officers. Those 
gentlem9n levY06n enormous amount of revenue. The 
oustoms duty -at Shanghai alone is supposed to 
amount to £,/000,000 'a year. And taking all the 
eight ports tQgether it is reasonable to suppose that 
they oollect something like £4,000,000 of revenue 
every year. Those gentlemen, however, praotioally 
speaking, are wholly irresponsible to any person or 
power whatever. It is true that their nomination was 
sanotioned by the Chineso Government, but they were 
not oertainly appointed originally by . them. In faot, 
the representatives of Foreign Powers really appoint
ed them, and they continue their services under the 
direction of Mr.Lay, who still retains his charaoter as 
a. Britishsubiect, and has been somewhat recently em
ployed in Her Maj~sty's service in aooompanying 
Lord Elgin to Pekin in the capaoity of Secretary of 
Legation. Now the important question arises
Whose subjeots are these men? Suppose that Mr. 
Lay or any of his subordinates got into trouble 
with the Ohinese authorities~ and was presented with 
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a silver cord, whic):l is the fashionable mode of dis
posing of high authorities in that country, should 
we interfere and treat him as a British subject? I 
apprehend that Sir Frederick Bruce would im
mediately interfere in his behalf, and claim to protect 
him as a British subject. The other foreign repre ... 
sentatives would doubtless do the same by their 
own fellow-countrymen. In truth, the system IV

mounts to this, that a great portion of the Imperial 
revenue is collected antf expended by foreigners 
under the control of an Englishman lately in the 
-diplomatic service of his own country. In addition 
to the revenue collected at the ports I have named 
under .this system, the mandarins collect a little 
revenue· of their own. Constant complaints are 
made by merchants that they nave to pay,-besides 
the customs duties levied by the toreigninspectors, 
other charges which are demanded by local Chinese 
officials, for the payment of foreign contingents 
and the maintenance of local establishments. Under 
those circumstances, it is not surprising 'that there 
should be constant collisions between th~ Chinese 
a.uthorities and the foreign and consular officers. 1 
do not say a word against Mr. Lay. On the country, 
I believe that no more pure or worthy public servant 
exists. But I believe that he has undertaken duties 
which were beyond the power of any individual,and 
that the greatest difficulty will arise from the ano
malous position in which he is placed; indeed, these . 
difficulties have already commenced. The Shanghai 

. Shipping List of April 2, 1863 contains an account 
of a. fatal collision between the Chinese authorities 
and 'the foreignofficia.ls, arising out of a. system of 
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" squeezing," which was generally practised in 
China. on all occasions and by all classes. The 
a.rticle I refer to mentions that such collisions are 
almost of daily occurrence. There was a consider
able force at Ningpo under Imperial authority; 
the Inspectors of Customs had also a number of 
armed men under their authority; the French 
contingent was 1,500, and the Anglo-Chinese Con
tingent was 1,000 men. So that there were stationed 
in that single toWIi four different a.uthorities inde
pendent of each other, and each having large armed 
forces at its disposal. The occurrence to which I 
allude is thus described by a local paper.-

"At Ningpo, we learn, that a few days ago a very serious 
disturbance occurred between some Europeans (custom-house 
officers) and Chinese officials. It appears that a. system of 
squeezing had 'long been carried on by the custom house 
boatme~ ; but meeting with a. stout resistance, blows were 
resorted to, and a general m,el,u ensued. The authorities 
succeeded in capturing the boatmen, and taking them prisoners 
into the city. The Tide surveyor, Mr. Newberry, stationed 
at Chinhai, immediately on gaining information as to the 
whereabouts of his Chinese boatmen, mustered all the Euro
peans that he possibly could, proceeded to the prisons where 
they were incarcerated, and demanded that his men should 
be instantly liberated. The mandarin in chorge, becoming 
a.Ia.rmed at the threat,ening appearance of so many foreign 
faces who ,SUITO\mded him, lmlocked the door of the prison, 
and Mr. Newberry rushed forward, where he found the 
objects of his search in irons. These he speedily released, 
but on their return to the entrance he discovered that the 
door was locked upcn him. Threats aud the firing of his 
revolver inside the prison brought the other Europeans to 
the rescue, who succeeded in knocking down the door, and 
liberated the boatmen. It is supposed that several other 

• 
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prisoners effected their escape. One young man, a. son of 
a. Chinese merchant, was shot, a.nd died shortly 8.fterwards. 
. "The case has been investigated by the proper autho
rities, but the result has not yet transpired."-( 2nd AprU 
1863.) 

Lately, however. the forces at the disposal of 
the foreign inspectora.te have. received an important 
augmentation, Mr. Lay and Oaptain Sherard Osborn 
~ most distinguished officer, who knows China weH, 
ca.me to this country last autumn to organize an 
armed European naval force. These gentlemen 
undertook this mission with the sanction of Sir 
Frederick Bruce, but he could not discover that· 
they brought with them a single scrap of paper 
giving them the authority of the Imperial Govern
ment for these proceedings. At fIrst Her Majesty's 
Qovernment proposed to issue licences enabling a 
certain number of British officers to Mke service in 
the new force; but it was felt, on reflection, that that 
course would be very inconvenient. At "the end of 
August an Order in Council was issued repealing the 
provisions of the Foreign Enlistment Act, and autho
rizing Captain Sherard Osborn and Mr. Lay to enlist 
troops for the service of the Chinese Empire, and to 
fit out and arm ships of war, The mode in which 
the funds for the force were obtained is described 
in a note in a Chinese newspaper. which, I 
believe, is authentic. A fleet of armed steamers haS 
been purchased in England, to be placed under th~ 
command of Captain Sherard Osborn. The mo:c.ey 
remitted to England to meet the cost of these vessels 
has been drawn by the Emperor from his customs 
revenue under foreign inspeotion. The tott\-l sum S9 
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remitted has been 650,000 mels. Of this sum Canton 
supplied 250,000 taels. Shanghai 200,000 mels, 
Amoy 50,000 taels. No more money being ready, the 
balance of 150,000 taels was raised by loan on the 
Foo-chow customs revenue; the loan was in the 
form oj. scrip receivable in payment of import or ex
port duties a year hence, interest it from 8 to 10 
per cent per annum, The scrip was rapidly taken' 
up by foreign merchants; they preferred such a 
mode of paying their duties, as it would save 
them trouble and expense. These gentlemen had 
therefore a considerable sum of money placed at 
their disposal-I should say about £200,000. Three 
gunboats were purchased from the English Govern
ment, and three. other vessels were ordered to be 
built in private yards in England. The stores, guns, 
and other e~uipments were furnished from our ar
senals. A code of laws was drawn up for the regu-· 
lation of the force, a new scale of pay and rations 
was fixed, pensions and compensation for wounds 
were settled, a special book of signals was arran
ged, and last, not least, a new flag, green with 
yellow stripes, wholly different from either the 
British or the Imperial flag, was improvised under 
which these troops were to fight-in the service, not 
of the Emperor, but of Mr. Lay and the Anglo
Chinese inspectorate. It is rather difficult to ascer
tain the precise object of the force, as the Govern
men.t do not seem to have any very defined notions 
on the subject. Mr. Lay, in his official applica
tion for permission to enlist men in England, him~ 
self said it was to· be employed in reestablishing 
the Imperial authority onthe Yang-tze-Kiang, and 
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commeroial seourity on the inner waters, and in 
suppressing piraoy on the open sea, The latter 
undertaking niight, however, be dismissed from view, 
as any Bhip of war might destroy a. pirate at Bea 
if she could catoh him. Mr. Hammond, writing to 
the Secretary of the Admiralty to ask the approval 
of the First Lord, used a very remarkable phrase. 
He said that Her Majesty's Government approved 
of the -establishment of a European naval force in 
order to restore order throughout the Chinese Em
pire. Now, the House will Bee that the order to 
restore order in the empire of China is rather a 
large order. As the foroe number only 400 men, 
while the population of China number about 
400,000,000 eaoh man of the expedition was expeoted 
to restore order to a million of men. The Secre
tary to the Admiralty accepted the~tatement of 
the Foreign Office, and replied in the same re
markable phrase, that he Baw no objeotion to the 
soheme. Now, I wish to point out to the House 
what will, in all probability, be the fust. exploit 
of the new force. In any attempt to restore order 
on the banks of the Yangtze-Kiang, they must 
begin with the oapture of Nankin. As the House 
knows, Nankin is a. oity of enormous size--the se
cond in the Empire. Sinoe 1854 it has been in 
the hands of the Taepings, the Imperialists never 
having made any serious effort to dislodge thelll, 
l'he prospeot of the English taking Nankin, and 
driving the Taepings _ out of it and intO rioh s.ilk 
and tea distriots adjoining, is regarded by a. num. 
ber of eminent authorities with just apprehension 
as the most unfortunate thing that can happen to 

13 
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our trade. That I am. justified in assuming that 
this' is one of the points against which the newly
raised force will be directed, will be seen from the 
following passage in a despatch written by Earl 
Russell on the 7 th of July 1862, after Oaptain 
Osborn.'s expedition had been decided on :-a des
patch in which he throws the old neutrality policy 
overboard altogether, and adopts in full the' prin
ciple of interference which has been acted upon, by 
all the British offioials in Ohina. 

''The rational course for us to pursue is, to defend our 
own trade, to protect the treaty ports, and to encourage the 
Chinese Government to' arm a sufficient force of Artillery, 
Wantry, aud Cavalry, to overcome the rebels, and reduce 
them to subjection. 

"You will arrang~ for the stay of the troops at Shanghai 110 

long as that settlement is menaced by the rebels. 
~'Ningpo ouiVtt to be recovered by the Imperialists and, 

when they have force sufficient for the purpose, they should 
Ulldertake vigorous operations against Nankin . 

.. I am, &c., 
( Signed) .. RussELL. 

.. Foreign Office, July 7, 1862. n 

Sir Frederick Bruce, however, a year before, on 
the 16th of January 1861, said he did not see that 
the fall of Nankin would dissolve the bands whioh 
desolated the country, and gave this warning'in these 
words--

"Should the capture of Nankin merely -drive the rebels 
from the positions they ocuPY on the river, and the Imperialists 
be unable to follow them up with vigour and disperse them, 
they would seize other points not assailable by us, and feeling 
secure from chastisement by our naval force, they would be 
less amenable to reason. We should lie liable at the ports to 
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BUdden and unexpected attacks unless we had force sufficient 
stationed at each for its defence." 

Again, on the 11 th of July 1861, Admiral Hope 
wrote--

"I should consider the capture of Nankin as the most 
impolitic act which could be comitted. There is not the slightest 
ground for the supposition that the loss of that towu wonld 
have any material effect in the suppression of the insurrection, 
or any other, indeed, than that of the removal of the Taeping 
seat of government to some city in the interior out of oUr reach, 
and the creation of a feeling of inveterate hostility against 
us." 

Even Ea.rlRussell himself, in September 1861, 
-concurred with Admiral Hope in condemning the 
capture of Nankin, which a year later he recom
mended so strongly. Consul Meadows -states that 
a Yang-tze campaign against - the Taepfugs would 
require a large fieet a.nd a _considera.ble body of 
troops. -He desoribes the probable coUrse of suoh a
campaign in the following words :-

U A few years back the aid of a small British army and naval 
squadron, operating along a portion of the Great River, could 
perhaps have enabled thp. Manchoos to suppress this particular 
Chinese rising against their rnle; but now it would require a 
large fleet of steamers, operating throughout some 1,500 to 2,000 
miles of the Great River and its larger branches, and some 
20,000 troops, operating in three or four complete_ small armies 
in di!ferent parts of the tract of country mentioned above as 
being more or less in the occupation of Taeping forces, and which 
extends about 800 to 900 miles from north to south and, 1000 
to 1,100 from east to west. n 

So what was da.ngerous, impolitio, and unwise 
last year, is sound and right to-day. Oiu: whole 
line of conduot is changed, and changed without 
any good cause or reason. I have now shown tha.t 
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this foreign inspectorate of Customs, having the 
command of an armed force, and really irrespon
sible, is one of the most dangerous institutions which 
has 'ever been sa.nctioned by the British Govern
ment. Its dangers are well summed up in the follow
,ing words of an able writer :-

"In conclusion ; the dangers arising' from the foreign 
inspectorate becoming an armed power with an immediately 
belligerent attitude, and that only now loom darkly. in the 
future, are these:-The creation of a power in China which, 
though now under the control of an English officer, may pass 
BUC~y into the hands of Frenchmen and Americans; 
the probable use that' may be made of such power to the 
detriment of English interests; the tendency of such a body 
lIS 'the foreign' 'inspectorate of ei1stoms, when free from 
~rdinary' checks, towards degeneration and corruption, more 
especially which haVing a, ,large armed force at their disposal; 
the cQmplications that may arise from the absence of any 
clearly-defined 1W-derstan~ng as to the position of foreigners 
in Chinese employ, with regard to extending protection to 
their persons in certain emergencies." 

l will nex.t give a short history of the Anglo
·Chinese .contingent, a force with which Mr. Lay 
has nothing to do, aud whiohis quite separate 
from Captain Sherard Osborn's foroe. In the year 
1860 Colonel Ward, whose origin was rather doubt
ful, 'and whose nationality was also somewhat 
obscure, but who, I believe, was a member of Ge
neral Walker's filibustering ex.pedition, arrived at 
Shanghai; and being a man of oourage and oapa
city, proposed to form a foreign legion, oonsisting 
of Manilla men, Europeans, negroes, and, indeed, 

. any . on~ whom. he oouldoatch, for the service of 
the Emperor. There was plenty of material for the 
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formation of such a force, for the ports of the East
~rn seas swarm. with adventurers, filibusters, and 
scoundrels, who. being unable to live elsewhere, 
have collected in tha.t 'part of the world with no 
object but rapine and plunder, and whose doings 
have extended south to some of our own settle:" 
ments, and are about to be brought under ~he no
tice of the House by my hon. and gallant Friend 
the Member for Wakefield. Colonel Ward collected 
his regiment, and proceeded to drill them; but the 
Taepings formed a similar force, and on· one occasion 
it was found necessary. to send a man-of-war to 
Nankin to recover twenty-six British subjeots who 
were in the rebel service, a.nd among whom were 
seven seamen of the British navy. The scheme, 
therefore, was given up, and, greatly to' Mr. Bruce's 
satisfaoti9D., as thus expressed in one of his despatches, 
the foreign contingent was disbaIided ....... " 

" I report with .satifaction that the foreign legion has 
been disbanded. A few dayS before Captain Dew's visit 
they advanced to attack Tsing-poo, having been promiSed 
the support of 9,000 Chinese troops and twenty gunboats; as 
usual, the Chinese did not appear, and the foreigners, after 
losing twenty-three men out of sixty, were. forced to retire. 
Having been unsuccessful, though from no fault of their own, 
they were discharged; and I trust this example of the· value 
of Chinese co-operation, and of their appreciation of military 
merit, will deter foreigners from joining them. The condition 
of those employed by the Taepings seems to have been little 
better; but as free license was given to plunder, their service 
may be more attractive to many of the. adventurers who infest 
the cost of China I have. &c. 

"July 22,1861." FREDERICK W.A. BRUCE. 

Colonel W Iltfd then turned his attention to drilling 
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. Chinese, and in a few months he raiSed a considerable 
force, which' on difl'erent occasions rendered pretty 
,good service, although it was almost as often un.' 
,suocessful. His little army took part in all the 
military operations which were undertaken to 
clear the thirty mile radius around Shanghai. They 
.worked harmoniously with General Stavely and 
.:in fact were a part of the British force. Unfor
tunately, on the 20th of September 1862, Colonel 

: Ward was killed in the attack upon a small town, 
,and General Burgovine, whose nationality also 
,was somewhat doubtful, was appointed to the com
,mand of the force, which he held till January last, 
,when he lost it in a . somewhat peculiar manner. 
"The General was a man of large promises, which, 
.however, he was seldom able to perform, and for some 
months he succeeded in persuading. the Chinese 
authorities th.at he was always . on the point of 
moving up the river to attack Nankin. At last a 
'day was appointed for his departure, but, according 
: to an account written by consul Medhurst to Mr. 
Bruce, the General delayed the march, the line 
of transports went on accumulating, and 200,000 
taels had been squandered without result. At this 
juncture the pay of General ~urgovine's forces 
fell into arrear, his men mutinied, and he under
took to go to Shanghai to get the money due to them, 
amounting to about £40,000. Thither he proceeded 
with 150 armed men;. but on his arrival one Ta-kee, 
a tea merchant and expectant mandarin, whose 
business it was to make thepayment, told him that 
he should have the money when he started for 
Nankin. General Burgovinel who ~aid to haye 
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. been drunk at' the time, struck him. his followers 
ransacked the house, and finding in it a large sum. 
of money helped themselves. Some of this money, 
it was said, was afterwards paid to the troops. This 
high-handed proceeding incensed the mandarins, 
who determined to dismiss General Burgovine and 
cut off his head. This General took refuge with 
General Stavely, and afterwards proceeded to Pekin 
to lay his complaint at the foot of the throne; and 
Captain Holland, an officer of the Royal Marines, 
was appointed to command the force. General 
Burgovine obtained from .the Emperor an order 
that he should be allowed to resume his command; 
but he could not secure obedience to that order at 
Shanghai, and he has now returned to Pekin to en· 
deavour to ootain the command of at least a portion 
of the troops. . That terminated the connection of 
the foreign officers with the force, which then pass· 
ed under the command of Captain, or, as he was 
then called, General Holland. He was appointed 
by the British Commander-ill-Chief at Shanghai, 
and retained the command until the lOth of Feb
ruary, when he marched to attack Tait-shan. Cap
tain Holland had with him a force of 2,500 men 
with twenty-two pieces of cannon, including some 
32-pounders belonging to the British army. He 
attacked the town; but the rebels fought admira. 
bly, and the attack was repulsed. No fewer than 
500 men were killed, and the 32-pounders were 
captured by the rebels. Captain Holland shortly 
afterwards withdrew from the command; but about 
the time he retired, an extraordinary occurrence took 
pla.ce at the hea.d-quarters of the contingent, BhQw .. 
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ing how impossible it was to carryon such a sys
tem in Ohina without coming into constant colli
sion with the native authorities. Four or five men 
had been punished for the offence of selling their 
arms anq ammunition to the rebels. The men un
derwent severe punishment, but during the night 
some mandarins, under pretence that the soldiers 
had not been dealt with severely enough, dragged 
them from prison and cut off their heads on the 
parade-ground. Next day, when the men went on 
parade, there was a. row; the men broke from 
their ranks and rushed to the residence of the man
darins, with the view of serving them as they had 
served the prisoners the night before. . What added 
to their excitement and exasperation was, that a. 
boat containing sixteen stand of arms, of precisely 
the same pf.l,ttern as that supplied to the contin
gent,had just been seized on the river, and it was 
said to belong to one of the mandarins, who was 
suspected of trading with the rebels. The soldiers 
believed, indeed, not, I fear, without reason, that 
the mandarins had put their comrades to death in 
order that their own treason might not be dis
covered. Nothing further was needed to show the 
utter hopelessness of dealing with these people at 
all. Oaptain Holland was succeeded by Major 
Gordon, and the notification of the appointment 
in the official papers clearly proved that both were 
appointed by no other person than General Stavely 
the Oommander of Her Majesty's forces in China. 
himself. The appointment was thus notified to the 
Ohinese public-: 
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Head Quarters; Shanghai j 

March 24th, 1863. 
" The Prince Kung and Sir Frederick Bruce having 

approved of the appointment of Major Gordon, Royal 
Engineers, to the command of the Ward force, Major Gordon 
will take over charge from Captain Holland from this date 

, By order, "F. JEDD. D. A. A General.;' 

Major . Gordon is one ot the lIiost distinguished 
young officers in the British army, having served 
in the .Crimea. and afterwards on the Turco:'Russian 
,Boundary Commission, and elsewhere, with great 
credit; and I. cannot but regret to see such a 
man's srrvices lost to his country and given to a 
barbarous and toreignPower. According to a no .. 
tice in the Gazette of last ~uesday, Major Gordon 
isplaced on the seconded list, and hits, therefore, 
withdrawn from the service oflIerMajesty for 
the present. It is quite evident that the contingent 
in China. is intended to be a. perma.n~nt force, or 
the officers accepting appointments in it wonld not 
be prepared to sacrifice their prospectf! in the Brit
ish, army. I do not wish to say a. single word 
against them. The fault lies with the Government 
at home.; British officers will always fight when 
their doing so is sanctioned by their Government, 
. aud it is not part of their duty to inquire as to the 
justice of the cause in which they are engaged. I 
cannot thl,nk, however, that it is right or proper 
to hold out inducements to British officers to leave 
their own flag. Captain Osborn will; I apprehend, 
be more highly paid than the British Admiral 
commanding in the China Seas, while Major Gor-

. don will draw nearly as much pay as a General on 
full pay; and it is currently believed that there 
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are other pecuniary advantages to be gained in this 
service, which it is not nilcessary to specify. Nor 
can it bo said that they are engaged in t.he ser~ 

vice of the Emperor of China, and that we have 
nothing to do with the matter. Captain Osborn 
and his men, as well as the Anglo-Chin-ese contin
gent, will be looked upon both by the Imperialists 
a.nd the rebels as servants of Her Majesty, obeying 
the orders of the British Government. Already, 
indeed, Prince Kung has conveyed to Mr. Bruce 
a formal expression of thanks for the valuable aid 
rendered to the Emperor by the British, French, 
and Russian Governments, in most expressive 
words. I wonder it never occurred to those who 
inaugurated this policy, how dangerous was the 
example which they set the Taepings. The latest 
advices sho~ that European officers and men take 
part, on the rebel side, in almost all the miserable 
conflicts between . them and the Imperial troops; 
and although the British Government have . endea
voured as far as they can to prevent the importa
tion of arms into the rebel districts, yet all the 
regulations and proclamations which have been 
issued on the subject have totally· failed in preclu
ding the rebels from supplying themselves with 
as good arms as are to be found in the hands of 
the Imperialists; in fact, it is well known that 
Chinese, American, and E.Iropean merchants are 
engaged in that very lucrative trade; pay and 

. plunder is. plentiful, . and Europeans will soon be 
found in equal numbers in the ranks of both ar
mies. I have now, I think, proved that this country 
is interfering in the financial, political and military 
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affairs of China, and that Sir Frederick Bruce, 
Envoy at Pekin, has assumed many of the func
tions of Prime Minister of China. It was quite im
possible, owing to the policy pursued by the Govern
ment, that he could help placing himself in tha~ 
position; But as his new policy becomes developed 
it must weaken, instead of strengthening the Gover,n
ment it is intended to support. Such a system as 
that which we have now adopted in ·China, of 
doing everything we can for the Chinese and receiving 
pay in return, cannot be continued without com
promising the independence of the empire. If, 
indeed, China is to be governed on European prin
ciples, it inust be ruled by Europeans; but if it 
is to be governed on Chinese principles, it must be 
ruled· by Chinese. The further we proceed in the 
present direction, the greater will be the. probability 
that we shall find ourselves embarked in a Chinese 
civil war, only to end in an Anglo-Chinese protecto
rate, or even perhaps in an Anglo-Chinese empire. 
That policy, I must remind the House, bad as it 
is, depends on the life of one man. Prince Kung 
is now Prime Minister, and has obtained his high 
position in a very curious way; for a conspiracy 
having been formed for the purpose of placing him 
in power, three of his leading opponents lost not 
only their places, but their heads. Inasmuch, how
ever, as those men were then representatives of 
what is called the popular party, who object to 
foreign interference, and have left behind them a 
party which is still very powerful at Pekin, it may 
happen that he may some day find himself treated 
in the same way as he has dealt with bis political 
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opponents; and should the other party come into power 
the position of Sir Frederick BrJi.ce will be somewhat 
difficult and awkward. But, if any further authority be 
wanted in support of the view which! entertain as 
to the policy of the Government in China, I need only 
refer to Sir Frederick Bruce himself, who in writing 
to Earl Russel on the 10th of June 1860, says-

"There is, indeed, another alternative open to the people 
-namely, that of placing themselves under the protection 
of a foreign- Power, in whose justice and force they have 
confidellce, to preserve them from pillage and massacre. From 
the language held by some of the more influential native 
merchants, I think it not unlikely that sooner or later some 
such proposal will be made to foreign powers, at the suggestion 
of commercial or religious influences, should anarchy increase, 
and should the d~on of such questions be left practically 
to the PllOple and the authorities of the provinces, in conse
quence of our being debarred from treating directly at Pekin 
on matters iI!.volving Imperial interest and considerations of 
general policy of such vast magnitude. I am further inclined 
to believe that foreign support thus given would render the 
re-establishment of the Imperial authority very difficult 
hereafter. In the mean time, however, the task of supply-
111$ the place of the foreign force would become every day 
more difficult. The Imperial authority would be entirely 
discredited in the eyes of the people. The· Chinese officials, 
pressed for money, and relying on foreign support, would 
become more than ever cruel, corrupt and oppressive; 
and the Chinese, deprived of popular insurrection, their 
rude but efficacious remedy against local oppressors, would 
with justice. throw on the foreigner the odium of excesses 
whicl} his presence alone. would render possible. The 
consequence would be popular hostilities, reprisals, and that 
train of event9 which would render. it necessary to appropriate 
permanently the province occupied or to retire from it, 
leaving behind a bitter ill-will among the people. No course 
could be so well calculated to lower our national repntatioll 



1863,1. SPEECHES, OF EARL MAYO: 
J 

as: to. lend our' material support to' a Qovernment the corrup· 
tionof whose authorities is only checked by' its weakness." 

The. dangers. and, objections to: the po~ipy. we have 
adopted never' were, more ably. stated; and' that 
which Sir Frederick Bruce· anticipated is, 1 think, 
not' unlikely to occur. Foreign protection has been 
given, foreign interference has been established; 
and it remains to be seen whether the policy· of. 
Mr. Bruce of 1860 was sounder or wiser than the 
policy' of Sir Frederick Bruce of 1862. But I would' 
refer also to another authority-that of Dr. Legge, 
a most distinguished authority- a man who has 
mixed little in politics, but who knows China well, 
who has spent the greater part of his life· there, 
who is one of the first Chinese soholars of the day, 
andwho pursues his literary and missionary labours 
at· Hong-Kong, never engaging in trade, but 
living on the small stipend allowed 'him by the 
London Missionary Society; and I must inform 
th& House that Dr. Legge has every personal reason 
to be in favour of the present system, inasmuoh as he 
is nearly related to Mr. Lay, the ohief of the Anglo
Chinese inspeotorate of customs and the armed foroe 
plaoed at their disposal. Dr. Legge says-

"It behoves the British parliament-the British people 
to look to this new complication of 'affairs in China, to look 
it fairly in the face. If we are to pacify the empire, we 
shall require 50,000 troops, and may then find again that 
we have undertaken more tlian we are equal, to. But I 
ask in whose interests we are to put down the rebellion 1 
Hitherto Admiral Hope had been acting in the interest of 
the Imperial Government. Of course, if we fight its battles, it 
must pay all expenses. The British people cannot be 
expected to· sacrifice the lives of its BOns, and its 
trellBure, . to establish. the. Manchou rule, and all gratui-

, 14 
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tously. Now, I protest against our putting down the 
rebellion on behalf of the Imperial Government, however 
they may pay us for it, on two ground& The first is the 
ground of its cruelty. I have read harrowing accounts 
of the devastations- of the rebels-how the country is 
blasted by their march. . The accounts are no doubt true. 
But I _ have seen also the ways of the Imperial braves and 
kept company. with them for hoUl'B together. Their march: 
over the country was· like the progress of locusts and 
caterpillara. Their thirst - for blood was quenchless; their 
outrages on the young and old were indescn1>able. On the 
score of cruelty the case must be about even, inclining to 
the_ Imperialist side, if we may judge on the principle that 
the more cowardly are the more cruel But the question is 
not abont the masses, but about the officers of Government.. 
And to know what will be the consequence if we put down 
the rebels on behalf of the Imperial Government, we have 
only to think of Y!lh and his doings in Canton, when in 
almost twelve months he beheaded 70,000 people. I have 
heard Sir john ~owring, when other arguments for the Arrow 
war were exhausted, enlarge graphically on Yeh's barbarities. 
If we put down the Taepings, we shall kill our thousands on 
the battIe-field, and the Governors of provinces will kill their 
tens of thousands in the execution areas. We shall be 
installing so many Yehs. Our high officers will be the 
ministers to so many butchers of human bein~s." 

Such is the opinion of a man who knows China 
better almost than any other Englishman, and 
who is 0. - perfectly unbiil.ssed witness. The policy 
which -has unfortunately been adopted in China, 
therefore, is equally open to grave objection whether 
it succeed or faiL If it fail in restoring o~er, 
and in re-establishing the present dynasty, it will
inflict 0. great stain on the British name and on 
British arms. It will so infuriate the rebels that 
hostilities will be indefinitely rrolonged; the solu-
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tionof the Chinese difficulty-which seems only 
to lie in the appearance on the .stage of some native 
of the ,country with sufficient powers -of mind to 
raise himself to a position of supreme authority 
-will be indefinitely delayad. If we succeed in 
our policy, we shall establish in the Chinese empire 
one of the most intolerable tyrannies which the 

, world ever saw. Every kind of cruelty wilI'be 
committed in our name, deeds will be done which 
,will cause a blush to rise to the cheek' of every 
Englishman, until a.t last we shall be forced to 
put an end to the very power which we have 
vainly attempted to galvanize into a temporary 
existence. What we are doing in Chinl!- has been 
done in India over and over again-the similarity 
of prooeeding is very striking. In India our 
course has generally been, first, t9 make war 
against some native Prince;. then having beaten 
him, we destroyed his army and weakened his 
authority in the eyes of his people;" next we placed 
a resident at his Court, then we undertook to 
protect him from external and internal danger, 
and also to collect his revenue. Our help ~ 
generally been more fatal than our hostility. Thus, 
we gradually insinuated ourselves into every part 
of his Government, until he had nothing left but 
his great fortune, which he spent in riot and de-. 
bauchery, a.nd at last we often have been ob1iged, 
for very shame, to pnt an entire end to his power. 
What has happened repeatedly in India. is certain to 
happen in China. if we persist in our present course. 

Now wha.tis the ostensible object of all these 
prooeedings? Why to maintain o~ tra.de and 
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inoreaseourcommeroial supremacy 'in the China 
seas. But has it never occurred to those who have 
recominended and are carrying out this new policy 
tha;tthey are pursuing a course caloulated seriously 
to. injure that trade? It is a remarkable faot that 
8J.most all the silk, and a great portion 'of the finest 
tea, comes 'from the very provinces which have 
for years 'past been in the hands of the rebels. 
Yet what is the result? In 1848 we imported. 
from China 2'0,000 b~es of silk and 65,000,0001bs. 
of tea, the total' value of both being seven Inilli.
ons . sterling. . In 1862 the exports to this 'country 
from China 'had risen to 90,QOO bales of silk and 
1l0,000,00() Ibs. of tea, the total value of both 
amounting to seyenteen millions sterling, an in .. 
crease of 130 percent in seven years! As the 
trade has enormously .increased, it is idle to say 
that it will be endangered by the success of the 
rebellion. Free access is afforded to traders inthe 
distriots ocoupiedby the Taepings, and no obstruc-:. 
tion is offered to the transit of ·commodities. On 
this point there oan be no doubt, for General 
Stavely, writing on the 3rd of July 1862, said-:... 

"Europeans continue to visit the rebel country for 
purposes of trade, and are treated with civility; large 
quantities of silk have been brought into Shanghai during the 
last fortnight, and trade seems in a thriving state." 

But that is not all. Many of the British mer
chant!! think that our ·interference, by driving the 
rebels from the walled towns into the silk and 
tea . districts, will oreate further' ruin and devast~ 
tion, and oonsequently, they look with muoh "plarm 
pn the new polioy. They say that there is a. prO'-
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bability that the Taepings will become so infuria
ted by our hostility to them that they 'will impede 
trade by shutting up the rivers and preventing' our 
agents froin buying or selling, 'They have never 
done soyet'; but when they see British 'o:ffiqer~ em
barked in regular organized campaigns against them, 
when their cities are bombarded and their fortresses 

• reduced, they are not unlikely to take steps forthwart
ing our great commercial objects. I have had' an 
opportunity of consulting many London coiumercial 
houses engaged in the trade with China, and -I find 
they are almost to a man opposed to Captain Sherard 
Osborn's expedition, "and against an inte,rference, 
c!1lculated, as they believe, seriously to damage the 
commercial interests of England. 

There is only one other point of view in which 
I wish to regard the question, ~amel'y, its' ,proba
ble effect upon our relations with 'foreign' Powers. 
Two great European Powers have considerable in
terest in the far East. They are Russia and 
France. Russia has an interest in tl).ose seas which 
is increasing every 'day. Until quite lately the 
great river Amoor formed the boundary between 
the Russian and Chinese empires, and Castreis 
Bay, near the mouth ofthe river, was the south
ernmost Russian settlement. In May 1858, how
ever, Russia concluded at Pekin a treaty of boun
dary, as well as of commerlle with China, by 
which it was agreed that the territories situated 
between the river Ousouri and the sea ,should bEi 
possessed ill common between the' Emperor of 
China and the Emperor 'of Rri.ssia~ We all know 
what poss~ssion in common between two stich pOW~ 
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ers . as' Russia Bnd China means.' The new line 
of demarcation between the two Empires was obc 
tainad by taking tha. river Ousouri from its point 
of oonfluenoe with the Amoor, and up to its head 
,waters, then drawing a line from its head waters 
to the sea. That gave to Russia. a large. portion 
of Manohouria, aud a. coast 900 miles in extent, 
possessing numerous valuable harbours, and 1,500' 
miles of inland navigation. At the most southern' 
portion of this distrilJt is situated a. fine harbour, 
calledViotoria Bay. There the Russians have 
already begun to establish themselves, have found
ed a town called N ovgorod, have oommenoe~ to 
build ships, and to create something like a trade. 
That place is situated within only three days' 
steaming of Shanghai, and is close to the frontier 
of China. !1oper. Schemes. are, I believe, under 
constant consideration at St. Petersburg for unit-
ing the port at Victoria Bay with Europe by tele
graph; and it is not at all impossible that before 
long that new town on the Pacifio will be thlli! 
connected with _ Moscow and the European tele ... 
graph system. The restoration of tranquillity to 
the Russian empire will, no doubt, be quickly fol
.lowed by the execution of that project, for which 
the surveys have been made. This indicates the 
great interests and objects which Russia has in 
these countries. Further more Russia has lately 
shown a decided inclin?ttion to follow our example 
in assisting the Chinese Government in the sup
pression of the Taeping rebellion, and Russian 
agents have lately been' in communication with the 
authorities in various parts of the empire as to 
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the bes~ means of ·ca.rI]'ing their views int~ opera
tion .. 

But France likewise is in-a very curious posi
tion in relation to those regions. She has expend" 
ed large sums of money in the attempted settle .. 
ments· of Cochin Chinas and her efforts have, to a 
great extent" been a failure. Yet, if France suc
ceeds in restoring confidence to the inhabitants of 
those districts, a. considerable trade will surely 
spring up at Saigon and on the Cambodia. But 
France has. other .o:qjects in yiew in ·China besides 
those of Sa commercial nature. At the prese.nt mo
ment her commercial interests in China il-re very 
small-indeed, almost absolutely null. . There is 

. hardly a French mercantile house in China. But 
the,"French have several naval and military depots in 
China, and alarge native force at Ningpp, commanded 
by French officera. The rank and file are drawn from 
the scum of the Chinese, and many of the officers 
come from that class of Europeans which have not 
raised the character of the foreigner in China. This 
force is thus described by a journalist in The Ohina 
Overland Trade Report, March 14, 1863-

" The constitution of this French contingent is as 
inexplicable as it is indefenisible, and it is not doubted, nor 
can it be, that territorial aggrandisement is the motive power. 
At the present moment the situation of affairs in Annam has 
disabled the French from having the force at Ningpo which 
they otherwise would have, for the maintenance of those peculiar 
pecuniary claims which they so· pertinaciously set up against 
the loca.lauthorities of that place. Consequently they have 
established this contingent force, which, though under the 
control of the French authorities and unaer the command of 
officers of the French army, does not otherwise consist of 
Frenchmen. .The rank and file are recruited from the very 
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s~ 'of Chinese society rendered desperate by oppression 
and destitution-the officers are those European outcasts .which 
for years have made the fc;>reign name so infamous on the China 
. coast, and for whom Ningpo has long been the resort. The 
inducement to join this serviCe is th!l absolute licence allowed 
to plunder. This may appear incredible, but what has 
occurred in relation to this second Shou-hing expedition 
proves. it." 

It is also stated that the Anglo-Chinese contin
gent are deserting to the French contingent, at
tracted by the superior advantages of pay and 
plunder which are offered them. But the obiects 
of the French are principally ecclesiastical. For 
centuries the French Church has taken an aotive 
interest in the Chinese missions. At the end of 
the 17th century the Jesuit missionaries had spread 
all over the country. They established schools; 
they educated those who aspired to the higher 
offioes of state, and for some years, under the 
name of tutors to the Emperor, they exercised 
many of the functions of Prime Ministers. IIi. 1726 
a great perseoution arose. N umbers of the native 
Christians were killed, and whilst many of the 
Jesuits gave up their lives in the defenoe of their 
faith, others were glad to' leave the country. But 
ever since that time . there has always been a 
number of French ecclesiastics in China. The Laza
rists have always had establishments in the coun
try. The Jesuits have now returned; the exer· 
tions of Roman Catholic missionaries are increasing, 
and the French Government are actually laying 
claim to many sites in different parts, which were 
oocupied by French ecclesiastics centuries ago, and 
not only laying claim but aotually obtaining pos-
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session of them. A French cathedral has risen at 
Canton, and a larger ecClesiastical institution has 
been erected close to Pekin, -It is for these objeCts 
that the French wished to extend their influence. 
pan we object if, with higher aims and ,holier objects 
they follow our footsteps, 'and enrol armies arid 
man fleets, not for the purposes of trade and. the 
advancement of -commerce, but for the, propaga:.. 
tionof the true faith and the conversion 'of the 
heathen? I may be asked what practical steps 
should be taken to avoid the dangers I have 
referred to ~ I am fully conscious of the enormous 
difficulty of receding 'from such a cOllrse once 
'entered on, and of turning back ,to the old line 
;of neutrality, but it is quite possible to say,t< we 
will go no farther. " The order in, Council was 
only issued for two years. Her Majellty's Govern
mentmight intimate to the Chinese Government 
that at the end of two years their officers must 
return to their duties, and there must 'b~ an end 
to ~heir interference and. assistence. A period 
would be named when intervention should 'end, 
,and when no further help would be given. I am 
,::onvinced, that the -further we pursue the course in: 
which we have embarked, the deeper we shall get into 
the mire, and that public opinion will ultimately 
force the Government to retrace thelr steps. Our 
true pelicy is simple, straightforward, and easy 
of adoption. No interference on our part between 
the, contending parties in China should be 
permitted, except so far as it is indispensable 
for the defence of British property and settlement. 
If measured by this rule, our cours& would, be 
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clear . and the civil and military servants of Her 
Majesty would have no difficulty in acting on 
instructions so framed. I have now shown to 
the House, as well as my ability serves, what is 
the present state of affairs in China. A view of 
subjects so diverse and so important, compressed 
into the limit of a single speech, could be only 
lIo sketch and i wish that the sketch had been 
made by some abler hand. Sir, I have asked the 
attention of the H.ouse to the subject, because 
1 am perfectly convinced that our present policy, 
which is as novel as it is dangerous, is olie from 
which we ought to recede as soon as possible. 
The old attitude of England to the Chinese 
Government was hostility. It passed to neutrality 
and it is now gradually drifting into active inter
ferenca wit~ every derpartment of Chinese public 
affairs. I have now done. I believe Iha.ve 
shown that the course which the Government 
are taking will, if continued,· seriously imperil 
the character of the British name, injure our 
commeroi~l interests in the Eastern seas, involve 
us i'Q. responsibilities and lia.bilities, the end of which 
it is im.possible to foresee, and above all, will probably 

. produoe serious embarrassment in Our relation 
with foreign Powers. These important matters 
I commend w the calm consideration of this House, 
and l own that I await with some a.nxiety the 
explanations whioh. I. hope are now about to be 
given on the part of Her Majesty's Ministers. 



AFFAIRS OF CHINA. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS 3isT MAY 1864. 

[On the 31st of May 1864; JIb. Cobden moved a resolution 
condemning the unsatisfactory relations which existed be
tween the British· Government and the Government 
of China. It ra.B. as follows ;-" That in the opinion of 
this House, the policy of Non-intervention by force of 
a.rms, in the internal political affairs of. Foreign Countries, 
which we profess to observe in our relations with the 
states of Europe and America should - be observed in our 
intercourse with the Empire of China" Lord~ Naas who 
hac! brought the question before the House, the year 
before, again commented at length on the policy of active 
Intervention to which the Government' was drifting. 
All. animated debate ensued in which MessrS. Layard, Baillie 
Cochrane, Liddell Gregson, Sir James Elphinstone, White, 
Kinglake, Col Sykes, Viscount Palmerston and Mr. Bright 
took part. The Motion was however withdrawn in con
clusion, by Mr. Cobden. ] 

L ORD NAAS said, that the hon. Gentleman, 
the Under Secretary for Foreign Affairs had 

commenced his speech by stating that he had listen~ 
ed with attention to many speeches made on 
this subject . by himself (Lord N aas) and other 
Members on that side of the House, who con
demned the policy of the Government with respect 
to China, but that he had failed to find out what 
tl~ose opponents wanted. - Now what was 'wanted' 

-had been explained over and over again. Wha.t 
was wanted was a policy of absolute neutrality 
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between the two contending parties, and the issu
ing of strict orders to all our diplomatio, naval and 
military employes that they should abstain alto
gether from mixing themselves up with the inter
nal affairs of China. That had not been the policy of 
Her Majesty's Government sinoe about six months 
after the signature of the Treaty of Tien-tBin ; and 
if they were now returning to the polioy whioh 
Earl Russell laid down in his despatoh about tha.t 
time, it was beoause they had tried a different po
licy and it had failed. It was true that he .and 
those who agreed with him in oondemning the po
licy of the Government had always admitted the 
neoessity of defending the treaty ports, and pro
teoting the enormous amount of British property 
whioh was to be found in the towns and cities of 
China; but, they had always maintained that our 
interferenoe with the internal affairs of the empire 
endangered the safety of that property and was oal
c]llated to defeat the objeots whioh the Government 
professed to have at heart. Last year he showed 
that with regard to three essential partioulars the 
polioy olthe Government had been one essentially 
of interferenoe, and he ventured to prediot that on 
all these points it would be a failure. He was sur
prised to see how quiokly his prediotion had been 
fulfilled. The three institutions in China establish
ed by our "Government were the Inspeotorship of 
Customs, the Hotillarunder Captain Sherard Osborn, 
and what was oalled the Anglo-Chinese foroe under 
a very gallant gentleman Major Gordon, and what 
had been "the results? The foreign Inspeotor of 
Customs .had been ignominiously dismissed;" the 
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flotilla, whioh went out under the command of 
Captain Sherard Osborn, had been as ignominiously 
withdrawn and disbanded; the Anglo-Chinese force 
was at present in a most critioalstate, and its 
maintenance would be so fruitful a souroe of dan
ger to our relations with the Chinese Government 
that he did· not believe that the Ministry would 
long be able to uphold it. The Under Seoretary 
of State having taken credit for the sucoess of the 
Government polioy in China, it was neoessary that 
he should show the House what the Government 
had really done with referenoe to these matters. 
He would not go minutely into the history of 
Captain Osbol"1!'s expedition, but would refer t() 
only one or two points to show with what care
lessness and almost reoklessness the Government 
went into that most wild and extraordinary 
soheme. Before the expedition sailed iast year he 
(Lord Naas) denounoed it as impolitic and dan~ 
gerous, and ventured to say that the Government 
had taken upon themselves, without authority from 
a Foreign Government, to despatoh to it a large 
armed squadron. The hon. Gentleman the Under 
Seoretary for Foreign Affairs oontradioted him 
flatly upon that point. and stated that the per
sons who had come to England to organize the ex
pedition were armed with full and complete powers, 
and had satisfied the Government upon that sub
ject. What were those powers? He found that 
Earl Russell very naturally suggested that Mr. 
Lay should produoe some written authority from 

. the Chinese Government before the consent of the 
Foreign Offioe was given to liis ·request, ()r . the 

15 
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Orders in Council were repealed. Mr. Lay's an
swer was that he had received such an authority, 
from whom P-from Mr. Hart, who was his own 
locum tenens in th-e Inspectorship of Customs dur
ing his absence from China. Mr. Lay said he 
had received a despatch from Mr. Hart urging the 
sending out of the vessels. The Chinese Foreign 
Board had no doubt told Mr. Hart that. if he 
could send them any vessels they should be glad 
to receive them; but there was no written autho
rity from the Chinese Government stating on what 
conditions this force was to be raised, or what treat
ment it was to receive when it arrived in 
China. Sir Frederick Bruce himself said that 
although the Heet left England iri the winter, it 
was not until the anival of Mr. Lay in China in the 
following spring that the Chinese Government 
had any intimation of the position of affairs, of the 
cost of the vessels, or of the nature of the under
taking entered into by Mr. Lay. Therefore if 
our Government was not in ignorance as to the in
tentions of that of China, the Chinese Government 
was in total ignorance as to the cost, the intentions, 
a.nd the objects of this expedition; arid yet the Under 
Secretary of State' assured the House that the Go
vernment kne~ all about it and were in perfect 
accord with the Chinese Government and with Mr. 
Lay, who had come to this contry armed with 
full powers to negotiate. If that was not keeping 
the House in the . dark he did not - know what 
it was. Parliament adjourned, the Heet sailed, 
and came to an ignominious end. There was 
Il still more serious .matter connected with these 
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negotiati~ns, to which he Diust call attention, 
because it showed how very suspicious was the 
nature of the whole affair. Mr. Lay and Captain 
Osborn made an agreement betw~en themselves 
in this country which came to this, that Captain 
Osborn was to have the entire control of the 
vessels, and that he undertook to act upon all orders 
of the - Emperor conveyed to him through Mr. _Lay, 
but that Mr. Lay was not to give any orders unless 
he approved them himself. So that Captain Osborn 
was to be entirely under the control of Mr. Lay, 
and was to receive his orders from no one else, 
although nominally in the se~ce of the Emperor 
of China. There was, however, a. sort or agree
ment between Chinese Government and Mr: Hart, 
and it had been stated th~t Mr. Lay must have 
been conversant with an agreement that 'Captain 
Osborn should be associated with a. Chinese officer 
of high rank, who should control all matters 
relative to the fleet. He did not know whether 
or no the Government was cognizant of this 
fact. When this arrangement was found out, it 
was not surprising that indignant opinions should 
have been expressed on the subject. It was clear 
that Her Majesty's Government were entirely 
imposed upon by the representa.tions made to them. 
So little indeed did they think of the impor
tance of this expedition, that' they sent out no 
instructions to the Ambassador a.t China when the 
expedition sailed, from which Sir Frederick Bruce 
inferred that Earl Russell could have no intention 
of being a. party to the engagement. It was 
entirely owing to this neglect on the part of the 
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Government and the carelessness with which the 
expedition was sent forth, that British officers 
and the British name had been snbject to such an 
indignity as the contemptuous dismissal of Captain 
Osborn. It was impossible, in his opinion, to con
tinue these Angl9-chinese expeditions to which he 
,took exception last year. The great difficulty in 
China was, that the central authority was weak 
and the local authority strong and he agreed 
with the hon. Gentleman the Member fo~ Roch-

, dale (Mr. Cobden) that the evils that afHicted the 
,Chinese Empire were not likely to be remedied by 
these proceedings, and' that no act of ours ought 
to increase them.· These contingents had done 
more to, weaken the central authority and strength_ 
.en the corrupt'local Govern~ent of the Mandarins 
than anything else could have done in China.. The 
House would be surprised to hear that Ma.jor 
Gordon and his officers were not in the servioe of 
the Emperor of China. at all. They were under 
the orders of the :Futai of Shanghai, an almost in
dependent Prince, who habitually set at naught 
the orders he received from Pekin. Let him implore 
the House t() consider the disgrace that was 
brought upon British names and British arms by 

,any man wearing Her Majesty's uniform being 
in command of such a force. He would remind 
.the House that an act of the grossest treachery 
had been commit~ed, contrary to the wish, but 
,under the very nose of the officer commanding the 
force. An agreement for the capitulation of a. 
town was made between the Chiefs and Major Gordon, 
but as soon as the Imperial General got them in 
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his power he cut off their heads. In another 
disgraceful case seven Chinamen were tortured in 
the very c3.mp and station ocoupied by Her Majesty's 
forces. He alluded to these occurrences to show 
that it was impossible to continue this species of 
assista.nce to the Chinese without being mixed up 
in these abominable acts. Take the case of Colonel 
Burgevine, who succeeded to the command of the 
Foreign contingent after the death of Colonel Ward. 
He was dismissed by the Chinese Government, in 
opposition to the opinion of Sir Frederick Bruce, 
who thought it safer that the force should be under 
the command of a foreigner than under the command 
of an Englishman. He deserted to the Taepings 
where he shot his second in command. He then 
left the Taepings and returned to the Imperial 
territory. Major Gordon thought it of great im
portance to get tIns man back into tue Imperial 
service. What proposal did he make to Major 
Gordon ?-that as they wero both tired of serving 
the Taepings and the Imperialists, it would be 
better for them to Bet up for themselves, and cI:eate 
an army and an altogether independent Power 
in Chino.. He then made a piratical attempt on 
a steamer at Shanghai, and was at last Bent out of 
the country by the American Consul. The truth 
was, that these Eastern waters were so infested by 
men of Burgevine's stamp, that it was impossible 
to officer the Chinese forces without having recourse 
to their assistance. It was perfectly impossible 
thlLt any course of action at all creditable to this 
country, or in accordance with the general feelin,g. 
eQuId be carried on with such tools all were tQ bQ 
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found at our disposal in China. No wonder, there-
-fore, that the Chinese Futai should "have said that 
actions such as those of Burgevine and his comrades 

'were 'altogether without the pale of civilization. 
It was 'deeply to be regretted that any countryman 
of ours should be mixed up in the unfortunate 
events that had ooourred. He wished to say nothing 

'disrespeotful of the English gentlemen who were 
,engaged in those affairs. He believed many of 
them were gallant men, and wished to sorve their 
,country; but he feared that daily contaot with 
· the people they had to, do with, and with the scenes 
which they had to witness, would, in the end, blunt 

· the finest sensibility. He greatly feared in the 
case of Major Gordon that, as a Chinese commander, 
he had witnessed and participated in aots which 
the young engineer offioer in the Crimea ten years 
ago would 'have reooiled from with horror. No 

· doubt the temptation was very great, and very 
· large sums were offered for the services of suoh 
. men. By the blue-book upon the table it would 
be seen that Mr. Lay himself made upwards of 
£10,000 in the last year. Those temptations ought 
not to be held, out to British officers, and he implored 
the Governm:ent to prevent British subjects from 
yielding to them whenever they could. 

But tc turn to another subject. He was some
.what 'surprised at the repeated statements made by 
the Under Seoretary (Mr. Layard), that the opinion 

· of the men of most influenoe and authority on 
,China was in favour of the policy of the Govern
:ment., The hon. Gentleman had endea.voured on 
various occasions to show "that the policy of Her 
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Ma.jesty's Government had been approved by.~the 
merchants in the East, by missionaries, by naval 
and military authorities, by Sir Friderick Bruce,.l 
and Mr. Burlinghame, and he hoped it would be 
approved by the House." Now, he (Lord Naas) 
thought he could show that every one of the au
thorities quoted by the hon. Gentleman had, indivi
,dually and collectively, expressed his disapproval 
of that policy. With regard to the missiona7ries, 
taking as an instance Dr. Legge, who had spent 
the greater portion of his life in China, who was 
a ripe Chinese scholar, and ~hose personal predi
lections would incline him to a favourable view, 
he had condemned policy of the Government two 
or three different times. Sir Frederick Bruce had 
pronounced an emphatic condemnation of that 
policy; he showed how impossible it was that the 
flotilla could succeed, and was delignted at having 
got rid of it, and his opinion of the contingent was 
equally unfavourable. He said-

"I am of opinion that unless the force be properly consti
tuted and relieved from the necessity of obe~g' the orders 
of the local Governors, it will do no real and permanent good, 
and that the officer who commands it will speedily find 
himself in a position neither compatible with his professional 
reputation nor with what is due to the charactp.r of a British 
officer." 

He could not but express his astonishment that 
the hon. Gentleman should to-night have repeated 
the statement which he had made on a previous 
,occasion as to the views of the merchants in China 
with regard to Our. policy. The memorandom of 
the Chamber of Commerce of Hong. Kong had been 
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already read to the House. But the hon. Gentle
man said that was not the opinion of Shanghai 
merchants. But any-body that knew anything 
about China was aware that the Hong- Kong mer
chants were intim?-tely oonnected -with Shanghai, 
and he had himself received a personal assurance 
on the subjeot from a gentleman who had large 
trading transaotions with Shanghai. [Mr. LAYARD: 
WHat I said with regard to the unanimous testi
mony of merchants- and missionaries was with 
referenoe to the Taepings] That was not what the 
hon. Gentleman had stated, because he had his 
words there, and they were 'to the effect that the 
policy of the Government in China had been ap
proved of by the merchants in China. And besides, 
they must take-' the rebellion as it stood, and when 
the hon. Gentleman spoke of the policy of Her 
Majesty's G6vernment in China they could not 
pick out this or that :particular part of it. However, he 
(Lord N aas) distinctly affirmed that even the 
policy of the Government with regard to the Taep
ings, had been disapproved by all the authorities 
he had quoted. The hon. Gentleman had read a 
portion of a d,espatch from Mr. Burlinghame, the 
American Minister, as if he and the other repre
sentatives of the Foreign Powers approved of the 
policy of Her Majesty's Government. He (Lord 
Na(l,s) h:l.d taken th(} trouble to discCiver that desp
atch, and he found that instea.d of being favourable 
it was perhaps the 'strongest thing that had evel:' 
been written against the polioy of Her Majesty's 
Government in China. Mr. Burlinghame sbted 
that he gathered togethel:' the representatives of the 
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Foreign Powers in Pekin in order to come to some 
joint understanding, the principal object being to 
alter the policy which had been carried on by H~r 
Majesty's Government, and to returI). to the policy 
of total and absolute neutrality. And first he quot
ed the opinion of Sir Frederick Bruce to the effect 
tha.t he did not wish that any English officer should 
lead troops aga.inst the Taepings; he would much 
prefer that the Chinese should take men from the 
smaller.States of Europe, and relieve England from 
being oonsidere<l the bully of . the East,Mr. Bur
linghame said that he was for a change of policy, 
declaring that the course of policy which had been 
pursued was wrong. This was in the very despatch 
of which the hon.. Gentleman quoted a portion 
the other day to prove that Mr. Burlinghame and 
Sir Frederick Bruce approved the policy of the 
Government; and Mrt Burlinghame' went on to 
congratulate his Government that _ he had been 
able to persuade Sir Frederick Bruce to write a. 
despatch strongly disapproving the policy of Her 
Majesty's Government, and recommending an instant 
change. It was clear that Mi'. Burlinghame ex
pected that Sir Frederick Br.Ice's de~patch would 
be published in England, and he hoped that they 
would soon have an. opportunity of seeing' it, for 
it would show beyond quastion that Sir Frederick 
Bruce disapproved of the ,policy of Her Majesty's 
Government in China.. It appeared also that Mr. 
Burlinghame wrote to his Government to the effect 
that if he had known the constitution and nature 
of captain Osborn's force, he would have objected 
to its employment, unless commanded by a mixture 
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of officers, and not placed entirely at the disposal 
of an English captain. No one could read these 
despatches without being of opinion that they 
:were opposed to the sense in which they were quoted 
by the hon.Gentleman the other eveing. It was 
notorious that Sir John Hope did not approve Captain 
Osborn's expedition; and no doubt Captain Osborn 
would have as strongly condemned, had ):ils opinion 
been asked, Major Gordon's cont~ngent. He 
thought that he had now disposed of the various 
authorities which the hon. Gentleman had quoted 
for his policy, and shown that they, one and all, 
concurred in a strong condemnation of it..AJJ.y hon. 
Member reading the blue-books-and 'particularly 
the last blue-book-must be struck with the absence 
of any explanation on the part of the Government 
as to the' various important questions which arose. 
It might b~ that European diplomacy had, within 
the last six months, overtaxed' the powers of the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, but certainly 
he had found but little time to devote to the aflairs 
of China. He could not help thinking, however, 
that American and Asiatic affairs were as 'worthy 
of attention as were the struggles' which wele being 
carried on in Europe. It: was true that we had 
al ways supposed ourselves to be a first-rate European 
Power, though events of the last six months might 
perhaps' have changed that opinion. Bu.t in Europe 
we divided with o,ther nations the supremacy of 
the Western world. In Asia the case was different. 
In Asia, England was all powerful, and its "influence 
was paramount. England was in possession 'of 
an empire in India, by the side of which every other 
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Asiatic Power was entirely dwarfed, and out &f 
. this state of things arose the relations of this country 
with Chma. When it, was remembered that China. . 
contained 350,000,000 of inhabitants, those relations 
did certainly seem to him sufficiently important 
to justify the devotion to them of a large portion 
of interest and attention on. the part of anyone 
presiding. over the Foreign Office. When it was 
recollected that during the last twenty years much 
of English blood and treasure had been spent in 
China with little honour, it behoved those' who 
conducted the Foreign affairs of this country to 
be, at all events, careful that nothing was done 
in China without their special and direct authority. 
But he had carefully read the last blue-books, and 
he did not find in them any indication of any 
policy' whatever on the part of Her Majesty's Go
vernment. The affairs of China were "left' to take 
their course, and the consequence . was, this .country 
was drifted into difficulties and dangers in con
nection with that part of the world; and it 'was 
owing to good fortune,. rather than to any other 
cause, that we had not found ourselves in a most 
serious scrape. This circumstance assumed im
portance when it was considered how necessary it 
was that, in dealing with a.people so peculiar as 
the Chinese, the English should consistently en
deavom: to set them a good e;x:ample. The Chinese 
were most jealous of Foreign interferep,ce, and, 
until lately, they excluded all foreigners from China. 
Such being the case, it behoved us to beesp~cially 
careful to show them that we had no political object 
. ill view but the promotion of our commerce; that 
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we were not moved by any desire of aggrandise
ment; that our only desire was that they should 
faithfully observe the treaty .they had entered into 
with us, and to show them how national hon~ur also 
demanded the fulfilment of national obligation. 
He feared, however, that what had occurred since 

• the Treaty Tien-tsin had impressed the Chinese 
with a. totally differnt opinion, and had tended 
not to remove, but to increase old jealousies. The 
belief was deeply-rooted in the mind of Orientals 
that Europeans never undertook an enterprise 
without having a selfish end in view, and he regret
ted that our conduct had tended to strengthen 
them in such an impression. When they saw an 
English man at.the head of their Customs; when 
they. saw an army commanded by British officers' 
-an army which had proved so successful that the 
Chinese had denominated them as the" ever victo
rious" troops, and when they saw a strong fleet 
coming into their waters under the command of 
a foreigner, he did not wonder that they thought 
they saw the footsteps of a Power which had upset 
so many' Eas'tern monarchies. They saw the danger, 
and' they took the alarm, and as soon as Captain 
Sherard Osborn appeared they made up their 
nlinds that they preferred their existing st:l.te 
to the prevalence of foreign dominion. There 
were three great Powers besides England which 
had a direct and very considerable intercourse 
with China-France, America. and Russia. The 
interest the Americans took in the affairs of China 
might be learned from the despatches of Mr. Bur
lingharn.e, the American Minister. at Pekin. France 



1864. ] AFFAIRS OF CHINA. 181 

bad a. great object in view in China. Her great object 
was not connected with trade or commerce, but was 
strictly ecclesiastical, but not on that account the less 
important. The French people, and especially the 
French clergy J took a deep interest in iihis matter. 
There was now a French force organized at Ningpo, 
with the direct view of watching over French. 
interests. The Jesuit missionaries were labouring 
diligently in China, and had been forward to render 
theil' services elevating the education of the officials of 
that country. Bnt Russia had far greater interest. 
She' had lately aquired a large seaboard in China. 
extending over nearly a thousand miles, and by mea:Q,s 
of telegraphic establishments, St. Petersburg was 
alteardy within fourteen days' communication of Pekin, 
and probably before long this would be reduced to 
three or four days. Besides this it Wall, the inten
tion of Russia to form a large maritime!IDd military 
station, and we might probably see before long a 
new Sebastopol springing up, furnished with all 
the defences which science could supply, and which 
would form a standing menace to our interest in the 
Pacific. ·If we persisted in lending our officers to 
the Chinese, why might not other nations do the' 
same; and thus they might have a French contin. 
gent, a Russian contingent, and perhaps an American 
contingent. He hoped the Under Secretary would 
have announced the discontinuance of the employment 
of British subjects under the Chinese Govern
ment. Extra-territorial jurisdiction was no doubt 
a. evil, but in China it was a. necessary one. He 
believed it would be impossible' to hand over 
British subjects to be treated accordino- to Chinese . <> 

16 
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laW'. though suchan end might b9 kept in "iow. 
A large population had been drawn to the concess
ions, anda.b Shanghai there· were a.bout half a 
million of people living upon the British conoession, 
a.nd in SOni9 cases they had taken the opportunity 
of drawing oft' numbers of the inhabitants; but these 
foreign concessions required the utmost attention, 
or they might find that they would become fruitful 
souroes of doubt a.nd disputation hereafter. He 
was glad that the hon. Member for Rochdale 
had intimated that probably he should not take 
the sense of the House upon this question. The 
time for Resolutions had gone by. Some of the 
matters to which objection had been taken were 
. nvw at an Illl,d. He found that the fleet which 
ha.d been fitted out under the dh'ect control of the 
Admiralty, IlJld with the consent of the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, was wholly at an 'end, and he 
was glad to hear that t.he Order in council had been 
I'evoked, and was not to be issued again. He 
should like to know how the revocation of tha~ 
Order would affect tha officers engaged in the Anglo
Chinese .. expedition. The policy of Her Majesty's 
Government had entirely failed in China. He 
had said last year, that their success or their failure 
would prove the subject of equal apprehension. 
They had witnessed the ignominious withdrawal 
of Captain Osborn's fleet, and they were apprehen
sive of the misfortunes that had probably overtaken 
lfajor Gordon, and he thought it would be inexcusable 
obstinacy to persevere in the same course, by- which 
they would be further involving themselves in results 
which must lead to disappointment and disaster. 



FENIANISM: AND IRELAND. 

1I0USE OF COMMONS 8TH FEBRUARY 1866. 

[I. Her Majesty's Address to the House of Commons de:. 
livere4 o~ ~e 6th February _ 1866, the Fenian oonspiracy 
whiell had thl)n recently sprwig _ up QJ. Ireland was 
cha.ractePeed !IS "averse alike to authority; Property and 
Religion and condemned alike by all who are inteTest~ 
in their Maintenance without the distinction of creed 
ep class" lli. Ma.:,ouiI"e attributed the discontent and 

- dissatisfaction among the Irish people to mis-govern-
1Ilent and defective land tenure which called for urgent 
improvement.. Lord Naas opposed lli. ¥a~'s views. 
This Feniall question ~wards Pluch Qccupied the lIotte:Q.
tion of Parliament and eventually led to the Disestalr 
lishment of the State Church in Ireland. ] 

L ORD NAAS: No one, I am. sure, will.find 
. fault with the tone and temper of the hon. 

Gentleman who has just addressed the House (Mr. 
llaguire ); and if I differ from some of the -oon
elusions at whioh he has arrived, I trust he will. 
give me credit for UJcing as deep an interest as 
he does in the welCa.re of our common country. 
I wish, upon this oooasion, to oonfine my observations 
and they shall not be many~to one point, and 
to one point only. I wish to impress upon the 
House my firm opinion that those questions which 
have been referred to by the hon. Member fOf Tralee, 
and by many of the speakers this evening,' as the 
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foundation of the Fenian movement, are not the 
-real causes of that unfortunate state of things 
whioh now prevails in Ireland. A new and dis
astrous state of things has arisen. I listened to 
the debate with considerable interest; and on see
ing the Amendment proposed by the hon. Member 
for Tralee, I thought that he might introduce into 
the debate something which would go to show 
that the aotion of the Legislature and misgovern .. 
ment on the part of this country had been the 
cause of this state of affairs. But I will appeal to 
to . every Member who has carefully attended to 
the disoussion whether that position which was 
at first broadly laid down by the hon. Gentleman 
was maintaine4 in argument. I belie.e that the· 
~uses of the Fenian movement, whatever they may 
be, do not lie here, but lie principally in a country 
over which we have no control. My belief is that 
this conspiraoy did not originate in Ireland, and 
is not maintained by any causes that exist in 
Ireland. I believe it was created and is maintained 
by influenoes that arose in a foreign coUntry; 
and is supported by money which does not come 
from the people of Ireland, and by men who are no~ 
subjects of Her Majesty. I have no hesitation in 
saying that the Fenian organization has been de
vised and carried on in Amerioa, and by men who 
have not the interests of Ireland at heart, but who 
are, I am sorry to say, citizens of that great Re
publio whioh contains within its dominions some 
of the bitterest enemies of England. What are the 
Irish grievanoes mentioned to-night P Are they 
new P The hon. Member for Tralee referred to 
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subjects· which, on many former occasions~ were 
pressed upon the notice of this House. The con
dition of the Irish Church has been . put forward 
a.s a cause of the Fenian movement; but how can 
it be imagined that the position or existence of 
the Church in Ireland has any interest for men 
who denounce . all religions, and who have issued 
the most scurrilous and virulent attaoks on the 
ministers of the very faith whioh they themselves 
pretend to profess P 'Or oan it be imagined that 
the laws whioh regulate the tenure of property in 
Ireland have any influenoe on. the leaders of a. 
movement, whose leaders emphatioally deolare that
their object is not to obtain compensation for te· 
nants, or to improve the condition of the occupiers 
of the soil, but to sweep away the present owners 
of lande~ property and to distribut~ _ the spoil 
among the fortunate soldiers of the Irish republic? 
[ " Oh ! " J Ample evidence has been adduced that 
this is the object of the chiefs of the conspiracy
I hold ample proofs .in my hand-:-but that evi-:" 
dence has been· so often referred to by the learned 
gentlemen who represented the Crown' upon the 
recent trials, that I need not take up the time of 
the House by referring to it. It has been laid down 
over and over again by these men that their ob
jeot is not to alter or re-construot the law of land
lord and tenant in Ireland, but to distribute the 
land, not among those who now oooupied it, but 
among those who joined their conspiraoy. It may 
be true-and I own that I, for one, partioipat~ in 
those views-that there are matters conneoted with 
the administration of the keoutive in Ireland 
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whioh might be improved, as they in some degree 
prevent Irish interests from receiving their due 
weight in the -Councils of the United Kingdom. I 
have long held the opinion that Ireland would be 
benefited if the Chief Minister for that country al
ways had a seat in the Cabinet, and was always 
either in that o~ the other House of Parliament, to 
d:lfend and explain the acts of the Executive. But 
can it be thonght for IJ. moment that a change like 
that occupied the minds of these· men, or that the 
interests of the Queen's Government was considered 
by those who aimed at sweeping her authority from 
the face of the· land in ord~ to establish on its 
ruins a socialistic Republio? I believe that ques
tions, so often discussed and sometimes decided by 
this House, have nothing whatever to do with Fe
nianism in Ireland. The questions of tenants' com
pensation a~d tenant-right, which have 'been re
ferred to, have been debated here, and in the most 
deliberate manner, for the last twenty years. 
Every successive Government has attempted to 
eleal with it, but without success; because every 
statesman who has given his attention to the sub
ject found it impossible to reconcile the pretensions 
of those who professed to represent the interests of the 
tenant with 'the rights of property and the legitimate 
interests of the landlord, That is the reason why the 
question has remained unsettled; and I believe it will 
long remain so, at least in the sense so often enunoiated 
in that House. But if, as the hon. Gentleman has 
stated, that question really lies at the root of the 
evils of Ireland, and is therefore the cause of the 
Fenian movement, how comes it that that move-



1B66.] FENlANISM AND IRELAND. 187 

ment has gained so little ground among the agri~ 
cultural population of Ireland ?There is not one 
considerable farmer in the country who has been 
proved to be con:aected with it. The Fenia~ movew . 

mentis supported principally by the inhabitants of 
towns, who have never cultivated a rood of ground 
in their lives. I therefore repudiate the statement 
of the hon. Member· for Cork (Yr. Maguire) 
that the tenant question is at the root of the Fe~ 
nian movement. I believe that no honest or im
partial man who has stl!died Ireland~ no foreigner 
who might- be called upon to express an impartial 
opinion, if _he examined the course of Parliamentary 
Government adopted during the last forty years, 
would be able to discover proof of any indifference 
to Irish interests, or any disregard of the wants 
of the Irish people. From my o-.qn .experience~ 
and I have sat in that House now for some consider- . 
able time-I must say I have never known an 
Irish question to be brought forward-as has been 
the case that night-with great al;Jility, great earn~ 
estness, and great courage-without its receiving 
fair and ample discussion. Argument has been 
met by argument; and if those who agitated these 
subjects have not succeeded in persuading the 
House to adopt their views) it was not because there 
has been any unwillingness to consider them. On 
the contrary, the House had always felt Irish ques
tions to be a great difficulty, and has always ap
proached them with an earnest desire to settle them. 
Had not the representatives of Ireland themselves 

. a voice here? True they are only 105 compared 
with 500 English and Scotch Members; hut is 
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that the right way to look at the balance of the repre
sentation in this House? we know how . equally 
parties are divided, and how often a. few votes 
determined the fate of a. Government. We have 
seen many crises in whioh Irish questions were 
made of the greatest possible importanoe, and how 
the votes of a. small portion of the Irish repre
sentatives oould oontrol the aotion . of the Cabinet. 
We oannot, therefore, draw. the oonolusion that 
measures for the good of Ireland will not be passed 
in this House beoause the Irish Members are pow
erless by reason of their minority. I admit that 
there is muoh in the past government of Ireland 
to regret. I believe that for oenturies she was the 
worst governed oountry in Europe. But, at the 
same time, I' believe that England has now for 
many years been doing everything in her power 
to atone for past errors and oorreot past mistakes. 
When people talk of English laws standing in the 
way of Irish progress, I want to know whether 
there is anything in the nature of Ireland so to
tally different from the nature of England that 
the same laws should be so - poisonous and des
truotive in the one oountry and so salutary and 
benefioial in the other P The same laws affeoting 
the tenure of landed property exist in Ireland as 
in England, and we have seen under those laws 
a greater amount of agrioultural prosperity devel
oped than had bee~ witnessed in any other oo.un
try. We have seen the same laws affeoting trade 
and manufaotnres in Ireland as in England, and 
why is not the same effeot visible in the former 
as in the latter P I may briefly recall what had 
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been done by Parliament for Ireland during the 
last forty years. Within that period, those of the 
people who professed the Roman Catholio religion 
have been admitted to a, full partioipation in all 
the civil rights enjoyed by the rest of their fellow 
subjeots. The other important measures which have 
followed evinced' a desire on the part of Parliament 
to extend every benent in its power to that c~)Un
try. A system of eduoation has been established 
which gives gratuitous instruotion to upwards of 
200,000 children; and the annual grants amount 
to no less than £250,000. Other sums are yearly 
voted for the eduoation of the Roman Catholic 
priesthood, and that establishment has been plaoed 
on such a footing that its endowment is now made 
a permanent law of the country. A poor Law has 
been enacted under whioh the property of the 
country last year was called upon to pay £750,000, 
I:I.dministering relief to 300,000 persons. Again, 
in the years of tamine, when a disaster great
er, perhaps, than ever came on any country be
fell Ireland, was not money given freely, and 
with a. lavish hand, to sustain life out of the Im
perial exchequer P and although throughmal-ad
ministration there was considerable waste of these 
funds, yet at least no indisposition to minister gen
erously to the sore necessity of Ireland can be fair
ly charged against this House. Indeed, it is, I 
believe, impossible for any man to get up and prove 
that any proposal shown by sound argul1lent to be 
for the real good of Ireland has been rejected in 
this Assembly. And, therefore, I cannot refrain 
from taking this opportunity to protest against and 
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repudiate the dootrine that bad la.wII or misgovern
ment have produced this trea~nable movement. 
JUlltice, I mai.ntain, is fairly administered in Ire. 
land, all even these recent trials themselves. suffice 
to show. The representation of that country, al!l() 

is on as fair a. basis as that of the rest of thE) U ni ~ 
ted Kingdom. I appeal to the Roman CathoJio 
Members of this House whether there is any leg
islative body in nny first-class European State in 
which greater freedom of debate is enjoyed 1 Ought 
we not, then, to be careful not tn give the least 
sanction or support to this conspiracy by declaring 
that it has any excuse or origin in the action of 
Parliament P I will not weary the House· by at
tempting to demonstrate thc absurdity and futility 
of the objeots of the Fenian conspiracy; but I 
may reminq. them' that. there exists in Ireland a 
large party, comprising men of all religious de
nominations, whose. loyalty anJ. determination to 
maintain theauthorty of the Queen are second to 
those of no class in the United Kingdom. I do 
not exaggerate the character of these classes when 
I Bay that they inolude every man of property and 
intelligenee in the oountry, and all the ministers 
orevery creed. Nor do I believe it possible to find 
outside of those classes one man who really, cons
cientiously, and openly has given his adhesion or 
I!ympathl to Fenianism, whose opinion is worth 
'having or whose character is in any way entitled 
to weight with his countrymen. Therefore, though 
this Fenian conspiracy may be inoonvenient and 
most disastrous even for a considerable time to the 
interests of Ireland, it is manifestly utterly futile 
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and absUrd. I by :nu means under-rate the mis
ohi~f which t;t1oh movements I1S FenianisIIl ate cal
culated to effect. 1 recollect well that when t firSt 
entered the House of Commons, in 1847, a. some
wha~ similar state of things existed in ireland, and 
that some Members bf -the House' actually did not 
hesitate openly to profess their sympathy with thJ 
seditious proceedings which were then taking place. 
There is, however, a considerable difference, I am 
happy to say, between those proceedings and the 
present, although the spirit which prompted both 
is no doubt the same. I cannot help expressing 
my regret that, at the expiration of eighteen year~ 
similar misfortunes have again fallen upon us, and 
that while progress and civilization are going on 
around us, a. portion of Her Majesty's dominion 
should be the theatre of a movement which if _suc
cessful even for 0. moment, would have the effeot 
of throwiug Ireland back at least fifty years. From 
the doctrine that bad government or legislation is 
the oause of that movement I must express my 
entire dissent. Indeed, my opinion is that those 
who have taken upon themselves to propagate that 
view have incurred a grave responsibility, inas
much as thereby they give a colour to this move~ 
ment, while they are totally unable to substantiate 
the correctness of their assertions. I -hope we shall 
hear no more of such doctrines, and I also trust 
-nay, I am perfectly sure-the House will not, 
because of recent occurrences in Ireland, feel in
disposed to deal with Irish questions in the same 

. spirit of impartiality and fairness which it has 
for many years shown on these occasions. ThQ 
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various ·schemes for the benefit of that country 
which have· this evening been suggested are legi
timate subjects for the consideration of Parliament; 
if good in themselves, they will, I have no doubt, 
be ultimately carried, while, if bad, they will, as it 
is desirable they should, be rejected. 



ESTABLISHED CHURCH, IRELAND. 

HOUSE OF COMMQNS 7TH ~Y 1867. 

[On the 7th May 1867, 'Sir JOM Gray moved "That: this 
House will, on Wednesday the 29th day of this instant 
May, resolve itself into a Committee to :conaider the 
Temporalities and Privileges of the, Established Churqh 
in Ireland." The abuses of the Established Church were 
strongly commented upon. Mr. Gladstone took this oppor
tunity in condemning the church of the minoritymiun
tained in Ireland at the expense af the majority-a. Cir
cumstance to which he attributed the disati'ection which 

. widely prevailed ill. :rreland. In, cenclusion the House 
divided. Ayes .183. Noes 195, Maj()rity againSt the Motion 
12. The Bill for the Disestablishment. of the' Irish Chur(:h 
wa(afterwai-dl!l carried in Parliament after' great opposition 
by the Gladstones Ministry.} , 

L ORD NilS: I might have been well content 
to rest the matter on what has :heen 8aid 

by my right hon. and learned Freind the Mel1lber 
for the Dublin University (the Attorney General 
for Ireland), for I think the reasons he gave for his 
opposition to the Motion of the hon. Baronet the 
Member for Kilkenny (Sir Jo1;tD; Gray) are con
clusive and satisfactory. The Motion, as 1 under
stand it, is not one to reform or get rid of anomalies 
in the Irish Church, but is directly intended to 
disend6w that Establishment altogether. There can 
be no misunderstanding on the !Subject; tha re
markable speech delivered to-night by the right 

17 
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hon. Gentleman the Member for South Lancashire 
has entirely confirmed me in that opinion. for his 
I!peech pointed to the absolute and complete disen
dowtnent of the Irish Church. and if it did not; 
point to :that object, it pointed at nothing at all 
The right hon. Gentleman said that the position 
of the Irish Church was indefensible. and ought 
not to continue. because it was· the Church of the 
minority; and therefore we must dismiss from our 
consideration to-night any of those anomalies and 
ineqUalities which may be found in the" Church 
of Ireland. and devote our attention to the question 
whether she ought or ought· not to continue to 
exist. H the arguments· that have been usecl 
against the Irish Church by hon. Gentleman oppo
site are right that Church ought no longer to re
main ; but if our view of the question is right. the 
Irish Church ought to live. as it has for centuries. 
as a National &tablishment. The issue is plain. 
While listening to the speech of the right hon. 
Gentleman the Member for· South Lan~hire it 
stl'uck me . that hi'! arguments tended very much. 
if not altogether, to the principle that all Estab. 
lishments should rest on the principle that a 
National Church must be the Church of the ma
Jority; and I defy him, with all his talent and all 
his power of argument, to maintain that principle," 
and at the same time support the Establishments 
of this country and Scotland. The more this ques
tion is looked into the more we shall find that 
hon. Gentlemen who take that line of argument 
must declare hostility to all religious endowments. 
J do not wish to 'Weary the House by going back 
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to matters of, history in connection with the 
Church of Ireland, but I will take its position 
as we now find it. I must, however, remind 
the House that· the Irish Church' is an Establish
ment that has survived changes of dynasties, and 
the effects of rovolutions. Solemn contracts with 
regard to her safety are spread over "every page 
of our history. Her existence has . been' guaran
teed and sanctioned by Stuart: Kings and Willia
mite Generals, and made the subject of treaty 
and Parliamentary contract. The right of the 
Irish Church to possess her property is based upon 
a foundation that is the same as that of any estate
in the kingdom. I do not. wish to. go back." to 
history; but I would remind you of agreements and 
compacts by which . .in our own. time that property 
has been secured. The maintenance of the· Irish 
Church . was made part of the great settlement 
which took place at the Union between the "two 
countries. It was an implied' contract iii the time of 
Emancipation. When in 1829 the claims' of he 
Catholic subjects of this realm were fullyrecogDised. 
aU those authorized to speak. iIi· their behalf· ex
pressed their desire to enter in 'to the most solemn 
·contract with regard to the maintenance of the 
Caurch ; . when the Temporalities 1. Act 'was . passed 
; Parliament again sanctioned the contract, and 
expressed in a broad and distinct way its opinions 
that its existance should be maintained. There-' 

. fore, whether you look at the question of the pro
perty of the Church of Ireland as a matter either of 

. ,ancient. prescription or modern Parliamentary con
tract, I maintain that the possession of property 
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by that Church rests upon a basis which has been 
more repeatedly sanctioned by the Legislature than . 
any other property in the country. 1£ this be so, 
let me ask you can this property be touched or 
taken away by any other process than that of 
confiscation? I sta.te boldly that it cannot. I admit 
the right and power of Parliament to deal with 
any property in the country. That cannot be 
denied. Parliament is aJl powerful But, at· the 
same ttme, that right does not prevent an Act 
of Parliament from being an act of confiscation. That 
:is a rude remedy. The confiscation of property 
has always been the favourite resource of the despot. 
and revolutionist, and there is no country in the 
world that has suffered more.in this respect than 
Ireland. It is therefore with some surprise. that 
I see so many Irishmen in favour of what is as 
gross an act of confiscation as ever was perpetrated 
'UIlder Cromwell or William. Under what circum
stances is this confiscation to take place? I apprehend 
nobody will deny that the revenues of the Church 
of Ireland are a charge upon the land, and not 
a tax. I confess I listened with astonishment to 
the right hon. Gentleman the Member for South 
.Lancashire when he described the property of the 
Irish Church as payments made out of the public 
purse. How one of the greatest financiers of this 
country should have described a charge upon 
land which ha.~ be~n in the possession of the Church 
for many centuries as a payment out of the public 
funds I am at a loss to understand. I believe 
there never was so gross a mis-statement of the 
real facts .of the case than is involved in such an 
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assertion. In no sense or degree do. I believe it 
to be a payment out of the public purse. Tho 
Church property is not a tax but a reserved rent. 
I shall quote an authority upon the point which 
I do not think hon. Gentlemen opposite will dare 
to impeach. The wOI:ds are those of Sir George 
Lewis, one of the closest reasonerS who ever sat 
in this House. He spoke thus of the exact 
position of this property, and the terms in 'which 
it should be described-

"The tithe grievance is commonly stated to be that ROman 
Catholics are compelled to contribute, by the payment of 
tithes, to the support of a Church from the creed of which 
they differ. But. 

(and this was before the passing of the Church 
Temporalities Act. ) 

in fact, although they may pay tith!ls, they contribute 
nothing, -inasmuch as it is in Ireland tithe is in the nature 
not of a tax but of a reserved rent, which never belonged 
either to the landlord or the tenant." 

This high authority, at all events, shows 
that to characterize the property of the Irish 
Church as being a payment taken from the public 
purse is as far removed from the real truth of 
the case as anything. that could be imagined .. But 
let us suppose that the proposition brought forward 
to-night should be. sanctioned, whom, allow me 
to ask, ought we in the first instance to consult? 
Recollect what the real nature of this property 
is. If it is desired, to alienate this property, surely 
we ought in the . first instance to consult those 

. persons who pay it. But. we find that thes~ persons 
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are certainly not averse to its present disposition 
and do not desire its confiscation. You therefore 
propose to alienate this property altogether, in 
defiance a.nd in· opposition to the wishes of the 
great majority of the very persons who pay it. . I 
think that the position of this property has been 
erroneously described in more quarters than one. 
The whole of the arguments connected with the 
subject rests, I think, upon this basis-what is the 
nature of this property, and what are the sources 
from which it is derived 1 I read, the other day, a 
very able letter written by a right rev. Prelate 
with whom I am acquainted, and for whom I en
tertain great respect-Dr. Moriarty,. Roman Ca
tholic Bishop of Kerry, and I was astonished to 
find in a Jetter which discusses the subject with 
great force and ability, and at the same time with 
temper-a letter containing strong views, but 
which are not stated offensively-in that letter I 
was astonished to find so acute an arguer as 
the right rev. Prelate make use of the old and 
oft-refuted statement that the Irish Church was 
the forced maintenance of the religion of the mino
rity by the vast majority of the people. That right 
rev. Prelate states that the Roman Catholics as 
a body contribute to the support of the Protestant 
clergy and the Protestant Church .. Now, I main
tain that that statement is entirely incapable of 
proot . I admit that in Ireland Roman Catholic 
occupiers are by· far the largest majority of the 
occupiers of land and that· Roman Catholics cons
titute the numerical majority of the people; but 
do the Roman Catholic occupiers of land or the 
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ROman Ca.tholio people of Ireland pay· for the sup+ 
port of the Established Church? I want to have 
that question answered. Any man who stands up 
in this House and tries to prove that they do, will 
entirely t'a.il. Would the Roman Catholic occupiet 
have his land a penny cheaper if the Establishell 
Church were swept ·away to-morrow? I answer. 
No. In old times the Roman Catholic ,occupiers 
were obliged to pay a certain tax for certaiil plU'", 
poses in connection with the Established Church, 
but Church cess h,a.s long been swept away, minis
ters' money is abolished, and it cannot be said 
that the people of Ireland are called upon to support 
the Established Church. The· property of the Church 
is a charge on the land, and nine-tenths of the land 
belongs to Protestants. We have heard a. great 
deal to to-night about the question of religiou~. 
ascendancy. Now I have never, either in this House 
or elsewhere, stated that I considered religious 
ascendancy was a. thing that was good~ I believe 
that no such thing practically exists in Ireland; 
and I was astonished to hear the right hon. Gentle
man the Member for South Lancashire say that 
in Ireland there was an, ascendancy of one class 
over the other. He has dilated in eloquent terms 
upon the terrible evils of this supposed ascendancy; 
lmt if these really exist, -how came it about that 
he and his party never sought to remedy such 
gigantic grievances? The party opposite sat upon 
the Benches we now occupy with little intermission 
for the last thirty years, and I have always observed. 
that when the question of the Irish Church was 

. brought forward they were the first to say that the 
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time for considering the proposition was inopportune. 
It therefore ill beoomes" them to: come forward now, 
the first moment, they are in opposition, and de .. 
clare that suoh a grievanoe as 'that of religious as· 
cendanoy' exiSts along with its conoomitant evils; 
seeing that for years they sat here, not' only without 
making any: protest or taking any !!teps 'to have 
those evils redressed, but they almost invariably 
openly opposed or indireotly thw8.rted Motions 
brought forward on the subjeot. The right hon, 
Gentleman the Member for' South .Lanoashire com· 
plirilented the hon. Member for Kilkenny upon 
the Motion· he' has brought forward. He said to 
that hon. Gentleman that the change he proposes 
was most Wise and benefioent, and that he hoped 
the hon. Gentleman would live to see his suggestions 
carried out. But how, let me ask, were the in
tentions of the hon. Member for Kilkenny regarded 
by most distinguished Colleague of the right hon. 
Gentleman the Member for South Lanoashire in 
the year 1865? What' did that Colleague, sitting 

. in the same Cabinet, and equally responsible for 
the aotion of the,.' Govemment, then say? 'He 
said-

"We have the Irish Protestant Church established as an 
existing institution in Ireland. It is not of recent creation ; 
it rests upon the prescription of centuries. The firm belief 
of the Government is that it could not be subverted without 
revolution, with all the horrors that attend revolution."
(3 Hansard cIxxviii. 490. ) 

That was the opinion of the right hon. Gentle
man the Member for Morpeth (Sir George Grey), 
who, a. Secretary of State, Bitting at that time on 



1867. j ESTABLISHED CHUltCH, IRELAND. 101 

the same Bench as the right, hon. Member for South 
Lancashire, declared that the change which the 
right hon. Member for South Lancashire considers 
wise, desirable, and. beneficial, was a change that 
could not be carried out without bringj,ng aU 
the horrors of revolution in its train. What can 
be said of a' party who changes its opinions so 
soon, and which now repudiates the principles 
which they adopted two years ago P But there 
is another point worthy of observation. Hon. 
Members opposite made up their minds to disen· 
dow the Irish Church, and to confiscate her pro· 
perty; but they have been unable to deterniin~ 
to what purpose they will apply the funds so 
obtained. Some say they. ought to be taken ,fOr 
national purposes; but it is hard to SE1~ what these 
purposes are. Others have gone the length"pf 
saying that the revenues of the Irish Church . .ought 
tQ be devoted to what are caIfed national· purposes, 
that is to say to the poor, to lunatic asylums, 
a.nd to prisons, or to lighthouses; but this notion 
has not received much support. Others, again, 
think that the money might be applied to the 
purposes of education. Considering the difficulties 
raised in the way of deciding disputed points raised 
on the question of education, the House woUld 
certainly find extreme difficulty in. deciding in 
what manner the revenues of a despoiled Church 
shall be dispensed for the purposes of eduoation. 
Another proposal has been made, that the property 
. should be capitalized and divided among all the 

. seots. That proposition has been put forward 
in a very able manner by Mr. de Vere. All I 
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can say is, that with regard to this mode of dis
tribution I believe there would be difHculties 
very nearly as great as would take place in the 
distribution for educational purposes. And you 
will find among Roman Catholics the widest difl'
erences of opinion as to the way in which the 
funds ought to be applied. Stipends to Roman 
.Catholio clergy have been entirely repudiated 
by the Roman Catholic Church; and the difficul
.ties tha~ would arise among the Roman Catholics 
themselves as regards the distribution of their own 
share would be as great as. with regard to a dis
tribution for' educational purposes. That being 
the case, it appears to me· that the position of 
the Irish ChUroh is this-a great number of 
persons want to pun the Church down-to over
throw it altogether; but that . they have found 
it impossible to make up their mind as to the parti .. 
· tion olthe spoil. I beg leave altogether to disclaim 
a,nything. like a wish that the Roman Catholio 

.olergy, or the olergy of any other Church, should 
,remain in an impoverished state, and anything 
that oould be'suggested for improving their status 
would reoeive .from . me the. best consideration. I 

· should be very glad to see the olergy of the Roman 
Catholio Churoh in the enjoyment of inoomes larger 

_ than they enjoy at present. But I do not admit 
·that the poverty, the want of suffioient means in 
· one Churoh, is any reason why you should impove
rish the other. If pulling down the Irish Church 
would not enrich the olergy of the Roman Catholio 
Church or of the Presbyterian Churoh, why. pull 
it down P The reotorof the parish may have 
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£200 a. year, with' a large family; and the. Boman 
Catholio priest might have only £100 a yeM'f". 
but how wo~d it improve the :vosition of the priest, Jo 

if the Protestant' clergyman . were deprived' of his' 
£200 a; year? I have listened with considerable 
astonishment to 'many of the remarks which have 
been made to-night by hon. Gentlemen opposite' 
professing the Roman Catholic religion, or speaking 
in the interest of the Roman Catholic hierarchy. ·I 
cannot understand how any Roman Catholic, 'looking 
back to the history and action of his Church, can 
deolare himseIt an enthusiastio admirer of the vo
luntary system. The whole history of that Church, 
from the earliest ages, is the history of . endow
ments. It is a church of gorgeous rite and costly 
ceremonial. She has, I admit, often worked in pover
ty and obscurity, but her normal state is one of riches 
and of splendour, and endowment is the very life-' 
blood of her existence. And when I 'see what 
has taken place in Italy, and read the denunciations' 
of the 'leaders of the Roman Catholio Church 
with regard to the seizUre of endowments, I can
not understand how hon. Gentlemen can profess 
to represent Roman Catholio opinion, and recom
mend these changes upon the voluntary principle. ' 
That course appea.rs to me, looking to the position 
of their own Church in Ireland, to be a most· 
dangerous one; and this is a view of the' c!lose . 
which I would specially commend to the conside- . 
ration of the Roman Catholics themselves. The 
Roman Catholio Church in Ireland is aoquiring 
a vast amount of property. I do not look on that· 
circumstanoe with any fear or jealousy; but, at 
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'the' same time, I would remind hon. Gentlemen 
that in 'adYocating this confiscati6nof the Irish 

'Church property, they ~e advooating a. course 
whioh may by-and-bye be adopted against them
selves. 'I have seen with admiration the, great 
saorifioes"whioh have been made by the Roman 
Catholio population or Ireland within the last. 
few years in building churches for providing 'means 
for the support and maintenanoe of those churohes, 

'and for religious purposes generally. I believe 
that no people have made greater saorifioes in 
order to provide for the proper observance ofre
ligious ordinanoes; but I do maintain that as' 
this goes on, as the Roman Catholio Churoh 
in Ireland beaomes richer, as inevitably it 
will become-those who nQw advooate confis
catiQn are using an argment that, may be 
used against themselves at no distant period
and that, as has b,een the oase in Italy, tJieir 

',accumulated property may ere long excite the 
cupidity and the jealousy of many an influential 
party in the State. I believe that instead of pro
moting peace and Unity in Ireland,' this proposal 
is likely to oreate muoh dissension; and I believe 
that there is nothing more likely, to produoe ill
will and ill.feeling in Ireland than a struggle 
oommenoed against the existenoe of the Estab. 
lish~d Churoh. That opinion does not originate 
with me. If hon. Members will turn to the speeohes 
of Lord John Russell they will find that more 
than onoe that statesman has deolared that any 
a.ttempt to alienate the revenues of the Estab
lished Churoh in Ireland will be hailed as a 
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signal of dissension, and will be the commence
ment of a long struggle of which no man can 
possibly foresee the end. It is for these reasons 
that I oppose the Motion of the hon. Member 
for Kilkenny, believing, moreover, that the exisc 
tence of the Church in Ireland does not constitute 
any practical grievance. I make that statement 
deliberately, as the result of daily and constant 
communication with all classes of the Irish people.' 
I ha.ve lived .among the people as long as any 
Gentleman opposite. I have conversed with 
all classes and creeds in the country. I ha.ve Spent 
hours discussing the question with persons proc 
fessing the Roman Catholio religion, and I never 
heard one of them say that he looked on the exis
tence of the Established Churoh as a practical 
grievance. I put my own knowledge of the counc 
try against that of the hon. Gentleman opposite, ~d 
I deny that the Irish Church is regarded in 
Ireland as So symbol of oppression or as So praa:: 
tical wrong. 

18 



STATE OF IRELAND. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS 10TH MABCH 1~8. 

[On the 10TH March 1868, Mr. Maguire brought in his 
Motion for constitutional changes in the laws and institutions 
of Ireland which was in a very disturbed condition 
an.d which a.ccording to him inspired any thoughtful 
man with feelings of anxiety, foreboding and alarw,-in 
fact the country presented the aspect of a country on 
the eve of a great struggle. The discussions which 
assumed gigantic proprotions eventually led. to the dis
establishment of the Irish Church, although the Disraeli 
Ministry strove its utmost to oppose the introducticn 
of any improvement in the Land Tenure and the Ec
clesiastical Establishment of Ireland.] 

THE EARL OF MAYO: Yr. Speaker":""Tbe 
. hon. Gentleman who has just .spoken, and the 

hon. Gentleman who introduced this most interesting 
and important debate, have given at great length, 
and with great clearness, their views as to the 
present state of Ireland. It now becomes my 
duty to state to the House, not, perhaps, in lan
guage so impassioned as that of the hon. Member 
for Cork (Yr. :Maguire), but as accurately as 
possible, my views with regard to the state of 
Ireland. I will not exaggerate or conceal, but 
will endeavour to make a. plain, unvarnished state
ment, which I hope will,. commend itself to the 
attention of the House. I also propose to notice 
some of the points which are put forward as grieyan-
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cas by those who ate supposed to represel;lt the 
portion of the Irish people dissatisfied with the 
present state of things. I do not deny-in fact, 
I do not know that anybody has attempted to -deny 
-that a great amount of dissatisfaction~I might 
almost say of disloyalty . and dislike to England 
and to English rule, exists. But I think it 
important for the House to asoertain,as (:Car as 
possible, what the precise ,nature of this feeling is; 
what the classes are which it affects, and how far it 
influences the general state of the country. I think 
it will not be denied at. the outset 'thatthe active 
organization of that great Brotherhood, which 
has exercised for the last three years so marked' an 
influence upon the feelings of a portion of the 
Irish people in this country and . in America, h:ts 
its source in another coul;ltry ; and when I am told. 
that British legislation, Britiish rille, e.nd. British 
laws are responsible in 's. great measure for the 
existence of that hostile feeling among the Irish 
citizens of America. towards this country, we must 
recollect that there are. to be found in other 
parts of the world large numbers of my fellow .. 
countrymen who are not disloyal In Australia, 
though their numbers are ~ot reckoned by .millions, 
but by thousands -' a.nd hundreds of thousands, (the 
Irish who have settled there do not exhibit towards 
Great Britain any of those hostile feelings which 
unhappily are found in America. Nay,' more; 
there are many remarkable instances of inenwho, 
when at home, were unhappily distinguiShed· by 
proceedings hostile in their character to the . Crown 
and Government of England; and who, having 
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settled in Australia, and taken an active part in 
publio affairs there, declared on retu.rniD.g to this 
country that they no longer held the same opinions 
with regard to British rule which they did when 
they emigrated. The same thing may be said 
with regard to Canada. Though Canada is in 
the immediate neighbourhood of the great seat 
of the Fenian organization in the United States, 
and though we find that FenianiBm has a certain 
limited influence over Irishmen settled in Canada, 
yet, as a. body we se~ the Irish in Canada. loyal 
to the British Crown. Mr. D' .A:roy :Magee a. man 
"ho never speaks without attracting attention, and who 
influences larg~ masses of his countrymen in Canada., 
was an aotive Nationalist in 1848, but is at this moment 
one of the most eloquent advocates of British institu
tion that oan be found on the face of the globe. 

Having said so muoh as to the feeling of 
Irishmen settled in our colonies, and lamenting, 
as I do, the existence of a. very different feeling 
among the large portion of the Irish citizens of 
th~ United States,it beoomes important to con
sider how far, suoh a. feeling is shared by those of 
our fellow-subjeots who still remain in their own 
country, As far as Ireland is conoerned, at present 
the feeling of dlsafl'eotion and disloyalty is, I 
)Jelieve,confined to a lower olass than it ever was 
before. 1£ you take the history of 1798, you 
will find that many of the persons who were then 
engaged in fomenting rebellion and civil war were 
men of high oharaoter, of good family and of 
great honesty, whose standing and intelligenoe gave 
them a. right to influence the views and conduct of 
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their "fellow .. countrymen. The men of that day 
embarked in a wild, reckless, and u.njustifiable 
attempt; but no one can refuse to give many of 
them credit for higher motives, or contend that 
they were not men of intelligenoe and integrity. 
Then if you oome to 1848-'-fifty years later-ano
ther attempt being made to stir up rebellion in 
the oountry ; then, again, there were men of posi':' 
tion and intellect engaged as chiefs of that move
ment. Though the leaders of 1848 were inferior
vastly inferior-to those. who headed the rebellion 
fifty years before, you must' recollect that in 1848 
suoh'men as Meagher, Mitohell, Duffy, Davis, and 
0' Brien 'Were implicated in it, and their oharaoter . 
or genius shed a siokly lustre over the most Quixo
tic enterprize of modern days. But in this Fenian 
conspiraoy-whioh in America, I admit, has assumed 
gigantio proportions-you find that the feelings 
of the bulk of the persons engaged in it are 
swayed by the speeches and writings of leaders of 
a very different. oharaoter from that of the men 
to whom I have been referring. The Fenian or
ganization has been in existence for four or five 
years, and yet I doubt if anyone can point out 
an intellectual leader who has distinguished himself 
by the gift of eloquence, or by' any other display 
of intellect. The movement has not produced a 
single man of mark. It has been direoted by 
men without position and without experience of 
any kind, except that gained in the subordinate 
ranks in the American army. That is the case 
with the members of the Brotherhood in America. 
If you look to Ireland, you find the same thin~. 
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The whole of the Protestant and the Roman Ca
tholio gentry, though they may differ' in religion 
and in politics, are to a man thoroughly well affeoted 
towards British rule. The large landholders are 
on the same side, and so are the. men who are deeply 
engaged in trade. Not a merchant of any imp OF

Unoe or influence has ever expressed the slightest 
sympathy with the Fenian. movement. With a very 
few exceptions, the same may be said of the edu
cated classes generally. Very few, indeed, of them 
have employed their talents in advancing Fenian
ism. I know there are' certain conductors of a. 
portion of the Irish press who may be said to re 
present the feelings of the Fenians; but they are 

. very inferior to the writers who supported .former 
movements of a rebellious nature. ·When you descend 
in the social scale and come to the small occupiers 
of land, you find a considerable number of that 
class who may be said to sympathize to a certain 
degree with the movement, though they have 
taken no active part in it. Descending still lower, 
to the uneducated agricultural labourers, to what 
in Ireland are c8.lled the" farmer's boys," to the 
mechanics and workmen, the shop assistants and 
small· clerks in towns, you find this organization 
widely spread. I am sorry to say that in some 
of the cities in the South of Ireland you find 
the mass of the people of that class deeply tainted 
with Fenianism, and perfectly ready to sympathize 
and cooperate with it to any extent. But they are 
without leaders, money, or arms, That being the 
case, I think the House will agree with me, look
ing broadly at thQ matter, that there does not 
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exist any material in Ireland itself for maintaining 
in active operation this Fenian m(jvement. The 
real strength, 9f the organzation lies at the other 
side of the Atlantic. And, though contemplating 
an impossibility, I believe that, could the com
munication between this kingdom and America 
be cut off for a short time, Fenianism would ra
pidly disappear and become extinct for ever. 

Sir, I think. it my duty now to submit to the 
House two or three statements on which the excuse 
for or vindication of this movement is commonly 
based, and to endeavour to show how fallacious and 
utterly groundless ,those statements are. I know. 
that 'the statements to which I allude ar,e not 
often put forward in this House. Even those 
hon. Members who' entertain the strongest views 
on Irish questions do not ~ate the case as it is 
stated very freqnently . out of doors-:-in Ireland, 
in America, and also on the Continent of Europe., 
But 'one of those statements has been strongly 
put forward to night. It is that the people of 
Ireland as a nation are oppressed, are down-trodden, 
are governed, as in other countries, nations are 
governed by a foreign Power ; in short, that the 
Irish people are ruled for English objects and 
without regard to Irish feelings or interest. There 
is a second statement which, has been put forward 
in this House, and.I can not but regard it as one of the 
most dangerous that could be made use of !loS calcu,: 
lated to induce the Irish people to favour the Fenian 
movement. It is stated that in years gone by--in 
those times whioh may be described as the dark days 
of Ireland-the ancient possessors of the soil were 
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dispossessed by frequent confiscations and that it 
is the duty of this House, and of the other Branch 
of the Lagislature, to take steps to. rest.ore to the 
Irish people that land of which, at different times 
they were unjustly deprived. I cannot conceive 
anything more calculated to lead to discontent in 
Ireland than that statement. There is another 
assertion, the m('lst important of all-one which, 
to the fullest extent, has been adopted by the hon. 
Member for cork and the hon. Member for Cashel
that, owing to the Government and the laws of 
this country, the industry of Ireland has been checked, 
and its material progress retarded. 

Those three statements I propose to deal with 
one after the other. First, then, it is alleged that 
Ireland is governed by English Power and by 
English rule for Epglish: interests and· with 
English objects; that she is ruled as if she 
)vas under the sway of a foreign Power. Some 
writers have gone so far as to call her the Poland 
of the West. Well, if Ireland is so treated, if she 
is subjected to so much tyranny, I must say it is 
most unfortunate that in this case the tyrants are 
the Irish themselves. To examine the matter 
it is necessary. to see how the Government of Ire
land is at present constituted.· Who are the' persons 
that form the Executive Government? They are 
five in number: his Excellency the Lord Lieuten
ant, the Chief Seoretary, the Lord Chanoellor, the 
Attorney General, and the Under Secretary. 'Who 
is the Lord Lieutenant P A nobleman of anoient 
descent, intimately oonneoted with Ireland, who 
possessos a large property there, nnd WllO, for 
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many years, has been actively engaged in discharg
ing 1fith success the· duties ofhis station as an 
Irish landowner. Sir, I should be very sorry to 
take up the time of the House by fileaking of the 
Chief Secretary. That indMdual has never aspired 
to any other character than that of an Irish coun .. 
try gentleman, who has devoted the best years· of 
his life to what he believes to be the service of 
his cOuntry in Parliament. He belongs to a house 
which for many centuries has shared the fortunes 
of the Irish people; and, if I may allude to so 
completely unimportant a circumstance, he has in. 
his veins considerably less Anglo-Saxon blood than 
many of the gentlemen. who are flourishing about 
New York in green uniforniB. The Lord Chan
cellor of Ireland is a man who, for f~rty yea;rs, 
held a high position in his profession, . and who, 
at the time of hiS appointment, wasadniitted on 
all hands' to be the first advocate at the Irish bar. 
He is an Irishman; intimately acquainted with 
the feelings of his countrymen, and closely' con
nected by family ties and property with his na.. 
tive land. The same may be said of my right 
hon. and learned Friend the Attorney . General. 
His entire life has been spent in Ireland. Of the 
Under Secretary, Sir Thomas Larcom, I may say 
that for many years he has exercised a great and, 
I believe, a most beneficial influence in Ireland. 
I know of no man possessing a more thorough 
knowledge of Ireland and her history, of Irish . 
affairs, and the feelings of the Irish people. Since 
1824, when as a young officer of Engineers he laid 
the base of the first triangle of the great Ord-
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nn.nce Survey, he has been aotively employed in that 
country. Look"at the Judicial Benoh. The Equi
ty Judges are all Irishmen, and the same ma.y be 
said of the C~mmon Law Judges-twelve in num
ber-nine, of whom pro"ss the religion of the ma
jority of the people. The looal magistrates are 
Irish to a man, and they are assisted by seventy_ 
two paid magistrates, who are also, with three 
or four exceptions, natives of Ireland. So much, 
therefore, for the Executive Government and the 
judicial sta.fl'. By whom are the laws of the coun
try and the orders of the Government enforced? 
Bya constabulary wholly Irish, taken from the 
lower ranks of the people. In this force, too, is 
to be found almost the same proportion as regards 
religious belief 'itS exists among the people of the 
('onntry, and they have always done their duty 
with a loyalty and fidelity which have scarcely 
ever been equalled and never surpassed. Add to 
this the faot that theoountry enjoys aParlia
mentary representation whioh, until now, has been 
based upon a franchise much lower than the En
glish franohise. Again, in every town in Ireland 
you find 110 municipality elected on a very wide 
fra.nohise'; and these 'munioipalities administer, 
without the smallest Government oontrol, their 
local affairs under the provisions of various Aots 
of Parliament. The primary education of the poor 
is intrusted almost eutirely to teaohers nominated 
bj the patrons of the sohools; four out of every 
six of these patrons are the Roman Catholio Cler
gy, so that no one can say that there is an unna
tionnl element in the system of education prevail-
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ing in that kingdom. Tha Poor Law system is 
administered, to a great extent, by guardians, who 
IU"e nominated through a very wide franchise by 
the ratepayer. I mention.aIl these facts with a 
view ot showing how fallacious, how absurd, and 
hew baseless is the statement which is constantly 
put forward that Ireland is governed by English 
rule, in accordance with English system, and in a 
manner repugnant to the feelings of the Native. 
Sir, I am almost ashamed to mention these things 
to the House, for there are very few hon. Mem
bers who are not perfectly well aware of all the 
facts of the case; but, as the statements to which 
I have referred are so constantly and broadly put 
forward by the people on the other side of the At
lantic, and as they are believed to a great extent, 
not noly on the Continent, but also by a consi
derable portion o~ the people of this. country, I 
have thought it right to give a summary of these 
facts. 

But there is the second statement which is 
made the foundation of an immense amount of 
declamation and eloquence. It is that the land at 
one time belonged to the people of Ireland; that 
they were dispossessed of it; and that the re
collection of that circumstance still rankles in the . 
breasts of the occupiers of the soil, and of the 
classes who are immediately subservient to them. 
Now, there never was an assertion made more de
yoid of truth. It is very well known what be ... 
came of the possessors of the land after the va-

. rious confiscations. In the first invasion-that is, 
the Norman Conquest---there was no dispossession, 
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partly because vast tracts of country were lying 
waste, and partly because that invasion was un
dertaken for the purpose of dOnUnion and rule, and 
not for the acquisition of land. Oonfiscation, it is 
true, took place at subsequent periods; and if it 
would not occupy too much of the time of the 
HOuBe, I could trace the fate of almost every 
Irish family of importance who were dispossessed 
of their landed property. During the wars of 
the Roses in this country great dispossessions 
took place, many old houses went down, and the 
bearers of their ancient names remained for the 
most part in the country, the consequence being 
that their descendants are still to be found in a 
humbler rank -of life than that which their ances
tors occupied. But in our case the circumstances 

. were totally different, for the proud and fiery Celt, 
unable to brook subjection in his own land, emi
grated as soon as possible. They wandered away 
immediately _ after these various troubles, and 
placed their. swords and their brains at the dis
posal of foreign powers. For years after each con
fiscation, every European camp and Oourt was full 
of Irish emigrants. This is sufficient to show how 
absurd and baseless is the assertion that the Irish 
la.nd at one time belonged to the Irish people, 
and that among the peasantry of Ireland are to 
be found the descendants and the rightful inheri
tors of the chieftains and nobles who were dis
ilossessed by the various confiscations which so 
cruelly afflicted the country. 

But. the most important point for the House 
to consider is, whether there is any thing in the 
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present state of Ireland which ,shows that there 
is a progressive falling offin ~wealth, in prosper1ty, 
and in improvement. Now it ,has been broadly 
put forward to-night that there is nothing t~ 
show that any real ,and ,1I0und progress is :being 
r,aade in Ireland. I think, howeve1', that 1: .call 
prove most conclusively to the House that 'Ye!'J 
considerable progress has been made. And, .Sir, 
I do not intend to go back to old times. I pro
pose togo back merely to the 'beginning of what 
I roay term the present generation-that is to say, 
about thirtyfive years .ago; and I have .a. right to 
40 so, because since then the whole policy of thW 
country towards Ireland has been altered. Ishall 
endeavour to show the Honse how the new . policy 
has been carried out, and what have been. .its 
effocts. In the first place, I must beg 'the House 
to re6ect for a moment what Ireland has gone 
thl'-Qugh during the period to which I .aIilrefer
ring. We have been subjected to three great poli
tical ~agitati,ons, to a most terrible famine, and to 
an enormous emigration. If, then, I can show that, 
notwithstanding all th~se adverse circumstances, Im
provem~nt has been steadily going on, it will be 
pretty iElvident that this House. and the institu~ 
tions of the United Kingdom, cannot be very 
much to blame for the present state of Ireland. 

First of .all, I will take the state of our staple 
industries. In.a. country like Ireland, which is 
dependent so much upon agriculture, and where' 
the seasons have a decided effect upon the na.
tional pJ"osperity, there mUst llecessariJy be a great 
many "ups and downs, " so that I will not take 

19. 
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airy small number of years to illustrate my argu
.mant,· but will· spread my facts over the peliod 
which has elapsed since 1830. In the first ins
tance,· I will take the number of arable acres, In
cluding in that term not merely land over which 
the plough goes, but all land which L'I usefully 
employed for the general purposes of agriculture. 
Well, in .1841 there were 13,461,301 cultivated 
acres in Ireland, while in 1861 -the number had 
increased to 15,400,000. But it has been said that 
the effect .of the changes which have taken place 
during the last few years in Ireland has been to 
convert almost all the land into pasture. No 
doubt many changes and vicissitudes have occur
red, but still the main fact remains that iu 1849, 
5,543,'748 acres' of land were being cultivated un
der the plough whereas in 1860 the number· of 
acres so cultivated had increased to 5,9'70,139. 
Since then, owing to three or four bad seasons 
there has been a decrease, and last year there 
were only 5,529,568 cultivated acres, being very 
little less than in 1849. But, if we turn to the 
value of stock, which is the real test of the wealth 
of a:. country like Ireland, which is so peculiarly 

-adapted· to the rearing and production of cattle, 
you Will find a most remarkable improvement. I 
will take the years 1841 and 1866. I wish the 
House to understand that these numbers have been 
ascertained with the greatest possible care. I give 
.them on the authority of Mr. Thom, the author 
of the· valuable almanack that bears his name, and 
who. himself verifies every statement made in. his 
Work. In 1841 the value of the live stock was 
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estimated at £21,000,000 and in 1866.at £50,500,~ 
000. I venture to. say that in no a.gricultural .coun
try in Europe, considering the vicissitudes of that 
period, will you find so extraordinary an increase. 
Again, take the live stock per square mile;. the 
same authority gives the value. as £649 in: 1841; 
£853 in 1851, and £1,028·in 1861--:-figures which 
show a ~teady increase. One of, the principal pro- . 
ducts of the South of Irliliand is butter, which re- . 
presents the wealth of the agricultural population,. 
and particularly of the small holders 9£ land. I. 
have had acoura.te inquiries made respecting the. 
butter trade of Cork, and have arrived at results. 
wlpch have been confirmed by . reports from other. 
m!U'kets. In 183i, Cork Market received 244,000 
firkins; in 1841, 2i9,000 firkins; i,ri 1851, 306,000. 
firkins; and in .. 18,67, 4,(0,000 firkins. Quan
tity represents only half the story, butih:e.~ise 
in. price ·indicates a remarkable increase ~n wealth .. 
In.1851 the highest price o~ butter atdork was 
9Q8.; in. 1861, it was 118s.; in 1867, it w~ ,1278 .. 
So much for agriculture. I know that . Gentlemen 
who make eloquent speeches do not like facts.. 
They do not trouble the House with statistics,. 
because they say. that the decrease of prosperity 
is patent to all, and figures can be made to prove, 
anything. I believe that the more you. inquire 
into the facts by which the state of Ireland during. 
the last thirty years can be tested, the more you 
will be convinced of the truth of the position' 
I have taken. A remarkable illustration of. ·the 
increase of wealth among the agricultural classes. 
is the steady rise in the value of land in almost 
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all the countries of Ireland during the last fifty 
or sixty yearS. Take the country of Cork. In 

, 1779 Arthur Young estimated the rental of this 
country at £256.0lO. According to the publia 
valuation, with 15 per' cent, the rental W8.& in 
1848) £1,284,140; a.nd in 1867, it was £1,351,208. 
Rental in! 177&, £256,010; in 1810; £808,698; 
in 1848, £1,2841,140; in 1867, £1,351,208~ 1 
have ascertained from the very best authorities 
that pretty nearly the same increase' of rent has 
taken, place in: a.ll the other couuties of Ireland 
tha.t increase has noti been sudden, but steady 
aIld' gra.dual, and I believe it is due both to the 
mcreased' quantity of land which has been brought 
under cultivation', and to the general improvement 
of' the' system of' agriculture. 

It:. has often been said that the' prosperity of 
an agricultural country depends upon its roads. 
Since 1826, the most extraordinary improvement 
has taken place in the roads of Ireland. Anyone 
who has travelled in that country must know that 
Ireland is a.s well provided with roads as any 
other country. Sir Richard' Griffith has written' 
me a letter st./.l.ting some general facts on this head. 
In· 1822; with the exception of some coast roads, 
the county roads were almost impassable. The' 
county surveyors were first appointed in 183~ and 
a gra.dual improvement was then made. When he 
entered the profession the west portion of the coun
tyof Cork, the whole of Kerry, and the west of 
Limbriok, were almost entirely devoid of good' 
roads. He describes how, not altogether from lo
cal resources, but by the aid of Parliamentary Votes, 
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good lines of communication Were made; and this 
increa.c;e of accommodation had the most immediate
effect in stimulating intercourso and trade. 
With regard to railways, lreland.has pp.rticipated. in 
the general improvement which has taken place: 
in our communications. In 1840, only thirteen 
miles of railway were constructed; at the end of 
1866 there were '1,900 miles, which had cost 
£26,000,000. That the Irish people have begua 
to embark their capital in these undertakings is
shown by a curious piece' of information respecting 
the Great Southern and Western Railway. In 
1847, of £1,743,000 of stock, £1,119,000 was held 
in Great Britain, and £6,00,000 in Ireland; but, 
in: 1862, of £5,0,00,000 of stock, £1,100,000 was, 
held in Great Britain, and £3,882,000 in Ireland. 
An enormous sum has been advanced to Ireland, 
year by year, by the Legislature for public, works 
and improvements, Since 1834, the Exchequer has 
been charged for publio works in Ireland with 
£18,000,000, of which £11,402,651 was to. be ra... 
paid, and £,500,000 remain to be re-paid. Th~ 
grants made in the famine are not included 
in this estimate, and. the whole of.this larg~ 
sum has been spent in useful and ,reproductive 
works. 

The general condition of the people is,' how~ 
ever, the point on which most stress. is laid. It 
is said that, though farmers, landowners, and tra~ 
dere may be improvmg their position, th~t of the 
poor is getting worse. and worse. The following d~s-' 
cription of the Irish labouring classes was given by 
Bishop Doyle, in 1825:~ 
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.. The evidence already given 'to Parliament shows' that 
the average wages of a labouring man in Ireland-and the 
great mass of the poor are labourerll-is worth scarcely 3d. 
a day. 3d. a day for such as obtain employment. whilst, 
in a family where one or two persons are employed, there 
may be four, perhaps six, others, dependent on these two for 
their support." 

If the decline of the population is said to be 
a sign of decay, let us go· back to the time when 
population was at its highest. In 1836, the Royal 
Commissioners for inquiring into the Condition of 
the Poor in Ireland reported-

"That they could not estimate the number of persons in 
Ireland out of work and in distress during thirty weeks of 
the year at lesS" than 585,000, nor the persons dependent at 
less than 1,BOO,000-making 2,385,000." 

Mr. Murland states, in an address delivered 
last November, that it is remarka.ble that this num
ber is just about equal to the reduction which has 
taken place in the population; so that, if only 
about 5,500,000 of the population could find em
ployment in 1836, there was no reason to expeot 
that we should now, with the same population, 
find the land going out of cultivation for want of 
hands to till the ground. The oondition of the 
labouring olasses immediately before the famine 
is notioed by Sir Robert Kane in his industrial 
ri80urce8 0/ Ireland 1844. He says-

"That human labour can be obtained in this country on 
lower terms than in any otJ:ter in Europe, is too well known 
to, require example. It is thus that sa. or 10d. per day is 
fQUlld to be the usual rate of wages at a distance from larga 
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towns, and that, eYen on such terms, thousands ilf men remain 
unemployed during the greater portion of the year." 

What is the rate of wages now? Judge Long
field, in his Address on Social Economy, gives the 
following account of the rate of wages, as ascer
tained from tha evidence before the Land Occup
ation Commissioners in 1844, and the improve
ment up to 1861. Referring to the year 1844, he 
states that-

.. In Munster and Leinster, the rate of a.,oricultural wages 
varied from 7d. to 10d. a day, and in Connaught, from 5d. to 
&I., and that, even at these low rates, constant employment 
could not be obtained. It also appears to have been the 
general custom for the labourer to rent his cabin and plot 
of ground from the farmer; and that these bargains some
times insured. the labourer a supply of food, and were a 
source of profit to him. but that more frequently they were 
a source of litigation and oppression; and that, on the whole, 
it might be said, that in no part of the civilized world was 
the condition of any industrial class so wretched as that of 
the Irish labourer. There is still much room for improve
ment ; but I sball refer to the best authentic documents that . 
I could procure to show what cha.n.,ae has taken place, and 
is still going on, in the condition of the labourer. In the 
year 18:)6, the "Emigration Commissioners applied to the Poor 
Law Com.miasioners for information on the state of the 
labouring population, as bearing upon the continuance of 
emigration, from Ireland. The Poor Law Inspectors in the 
di.1l"erent countries gave Returns of the rate of wages in their 
respective districts. I refer to the Report of the Poor Law 
Commissioners for the yeat 1856." 

AB an illustration of the rise in wages, Judge 
Longfield then quotes Yr. Horsley's statement 

. that in Cork, Kerry, and Limerick the average 
rate of wages fot agricultural labourers was 7 •. 
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6d. a week; and he quotes Mr. Horsley as stat
ing that "continuous employment is now ea.sily 
obtained by all skilled able-bodied agricultural la
bourers. " Judge Longfield also adds that the rate 
of wages increased in twelve years (from 1844 to 
1856) from 25 to 80 per cent-the greatest in..; 
crease having taken place in those districts in 
which the greatest wretchedness had previously 
prevailed. From additional inquiries, he arrives 
at the conclusion that, from 1856 to the end of 
1860, the wages of agricultural labour in most 
parts of Ireland had obtained a further advance 
of 10 per cent. I have ascertained, by special in
quiry in a. few districts, what has been the 

-increase of wages, comparing 1866 with previous years. 
1 find that, in 1841. in the county of Kildare, the 
wages were from 48. to 58. a. weak; they are 
now 88. In Armagh, the wages in 1841, were 6s. ; 
they are now 98. At Castlereagh, in the county 
of Roscommon, the wages were, in 1841, 48. a 
week; they are now Ss. Iu Killarney, county of 
Kerry, they were 58. and are now 7s. I do not 
. mean to say that even the rate of wages for the 
agricultural labourer is by any means what it 
ought to be; but 1 believe a. gradual increase is 
going on that has tended much to the improvement 
of the country, and anyone who now travels 
through Ireland after some years' absence must see this 
in the appearauce of the people. Moreover, this 
increase of wages has taken place without any 
proportionate or material increase in the price of 
food; for wheat has not risen in value, and oats 
and potatoes, though somewhat enhlmced, have 
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never of late years stood at an exorbitant price, 
So much fol' the rate of wages. Now taka' and· 
theI', and perhaps a better test of the general: 
improvement in the condition of thepeople-l 
mean the consumption of spirits and beer. I 
will take' two facts----o'ne giving' the consumption 
of spirits and beer; the other the amount of deposits· 
in joint-stock baw; the one showing expenditure, 
the other savings. It is impossible to ascertain 
the exact consumption of beer' in Ireland; but 
the' export is· Sl) nearly balanced by the import 
that the figUres may be taken very mnch on that' 
footing. It appears, then, that in 1863. 1,150,356 
barrels of beer were consumed in Ireland, and:-
1~500,OOO' barrels in 1867. -

With' regard to spirits~ the consumption ot whioh 
has always been: considered' Si fair test of the pros
peritY' of Ireland, there has been a: remarkabl&' 
increase ot consumption, notwithstanding the very' 
high duty which spirits now pay. Looking back 
to the' Returns, we: find! that wherever there has, 
been a. bad harvest the: consumption decreases, whil& 
after a good harvest there has been a proportionate 
increase; so' that,- to a great extent, the' produotion 
of spirit.s is a; true indication of the consuming 
power of the people~ The amount can be very' 
accurately asoertained; for the high rate of duty 
prohibits its removal from bond till required for 
consumption. The permit system also enable officers 
~. irMa the removal of spirits to other parts of 
the' Kingdom. The consumption of spirits in 
Ireland was' in 1863, 3,891,579 gallons; in 1866, 
-t,518,254> gliJ.Ions; in 1867, 5,102,756 gallons; 
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b~ing 1,210,997 gallons increase over 1863. The. 
increase in 1867 over 1866 is far greater than 
~ England. It was-England, 2'96 per cent; 
Scotland 4'72 per cent; Ireland, 12'93 per cent. 

If the consuming power is shown in the. matter 
of, spirits and beer, the saving power of the people 
is shown by a remarkable Return, which I now. 
hold in my hand, of the deposits in the joint-stock 
banks. These two Returns. taken together are the, 
most valuable barometers of the condition of the. 
p~ople, for they invariable rise and fall according 
to the state . of trade, the amount of employment, 
and the quality of the harvests. In the year . 
1860, the deposits in the joint-stook banks amount
ed to £15,60..9,000. Then came three years of 

·1>ad harvests, 1861, Hr62~ and 1863, when there 
was a deoline ; in 1863, these deposits were only 
£12,900,000; but since then they have gradually 
increased. In 1865, they amounted to £17,000,000 
in 1866, to £18,900,000, and in 1867, to 
£19,200,000. Here, then, is a marvellous inorease in 
the savings of the people as shown by this unmis
takeable, test. 

I will now call the attention of the House for 
a few moments to the state of crime in Ireland ; 
and I think the House will be greatly struok by 
its extraordinary diminution. The oriminals tried 
a~ assizes and quarter sessions were-in 1849,· 
40,989 ; in 1855, 9,012; 1866, 4,326. The summar 
conviotions before justioe for petty offences o$er. 
then drunkimness were-in 1849, 63,586 persons; 
in 1855, 29,274 persons; in 1866, 19,672 persons. 
I know that in 1845, the number of criminals was 
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exceptionally large, but in 1855, it was by no 
means exceptional, and during the· ten years be
tween 1855; and 1866, the crime of' Ireland, as 
tested by trials at assizes and quarter sessions,had 
decreased by 100, per cent. 

Turning to another subject, let us see what 
has been done iD. the life-time of the present genera
tion for the education of the people. In 1824, 

. when the Commissioners of Public Education mad~ 
their Report, I find that, with a population of 
7,000,000, the largest number of childern at school 
was 522,000, and the <nants made by Parliament 
for educational purposes only amounted to £50,000 
a year. The Roman Catholic prelates in 1823 
state their case thus- • 

"The petitioners therefore deem it a duty to inform 
the1 House that the Roman Catholic poor of Ireland.contiIiue 
unprovided with school-house, school masters, or with any 
such aids as are necessary for promoting amongst them a 
well-ordered system of education." 

What is the fact now? In 1866 the number 
of schools enrolled under the National Board 
was 6,600, of which 4,000 are under the direct 
patronage of the Roman Catholic clergy, In these 
schools 900,000 children are being educated, and. 
in other schools about 80,000; so that, instead of 
having only 500,000 at school, nearly 1,000,000 
are now receiving an instruction far superior' in 
every respect to that which was given in ] 824 ; 
and last year' this House voted to the National 
Board £310,000, . as against the paltry sUm of 
£50,000 voted at the beginning of this generation, 
there was no system iIi existence for the relief 
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of the poor. Since then a poor law has been 
established which, though some of its provisions may 
be objected to, has for many years given . effective 
·relief to the destitute. Its expenditure for that 
purpose averages £600,000 a. year, and since it!! 
establishment so large a. sum as '£19,000,000 hal 
been spent from local resources upon general relief 

,An extensive system of medical charities has also 
been established, which is of the greatest possible 
benefit to the people; and there is now accommo
dation in the lunatic asylums of Ireland for 7,000 
patients, who are -maintained· at an annual expen
diture -of '£119,000. I merely mention these facts 
to show that -almost every test which you can 
apply to thii condition of the people exhibits the 
truth-namely, that extraordinary changes for 
the better have taken place in Ireland within the 
last thirty years. 

I will only trouble the House with one other 
fact, and that relates to the trade of Ireland. . It 
has' been said that Ireland is purely an agricul
tural country, and you would therefore think. that 
no great improvement could be expected in its 
commerce. But, as tested by the increase in the 
tonnage of vessels, the increase of trade has been 
enormous. A Return of the tonnage of vessels 
entering and clearing out from the port of Dublin 
shows that in 1847 the total tonnage entered in
wards and outwards was 722,000 tons, and in 
1867,1,400,000 tons. At Belfast during the same 
period the increase has been greater, the total 
tonnage in the former year being 000,000, and in 
).867 1,300,0000. lIi. Waterford the inorease in 
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ten years was from 213,000 to 450,000 tons; and 
this increase has not been confined t? . the iarga 
ports, for while in Cork the increase pf tonnage 
during ten years was 34 per cent, in Waterford 
the illcrease was 130 per .cent; in Dundalk, 18 per 
cent; in Newry,70 per cent; in Wexford, 33 per 
cent; .in Sligo, 45 per cent; and in Coleraine, 
100, per cent. There is one fact still more remark .. 
able; for the Returns show that ;.the increase of 
tonnage in Ireland.has been proportionately~eater. 
than in England. Th.eincrease . of tonnage in 
the whole of Great Britain during· twenty years. 
from 1847 to1S67 was 58 per cent,while in Ireland 
~t was 67 per cent. I find that while the. increase 
of· tonnage in Dublin was 98 per cellt, and in 
Belfast 143 per cent, in Liverpool. which is just 
opposite, the increase was only 58 per cent ; far 
less than, Dublin and Belfast. . I will not try to 
persuade the House that IrelaI).d is a, rich country, 
or that it is in a. condition similar to England or 
to Scotland. But, comparing small things with 
great .. and contrasting the condition of the country 
with what it was, I maintain there is nothing to 
show· decline or a dec,rease pf prosperity. The hOD. 
Member for Cork laid great stress upon the deca.y 
of the country towns. I have no precise facts to' 
iay before the House on that pll-rt of the subject, 
but I have a personal acquaintance with a. good 
number of the country towns of Ireland, especially 
neu Dublin and· adjacent to. the main lines of 
the railway, which might be supposeJ. to be affect
ed by any absence of prosperity among the agri .. 
oultural classes, and my ~xperience is that, ~o far 

20 
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from showing . symptoms of decline, there has 
been during the last eight or ten years a gradual 
improvement which has extended to .. the country 
towns. In· a small town near my residence 
houses have been built, business has increased, and 
its state is far better than it was ten years ago; 
and, although some may not have improved in 
the same way, there is, I believe, nothing in the 
state of the country towns to show that they do 
not participate in the general advance which is 
taking place all over Ireland . 

. And now let the House consider what has 
taken place· since· the commencement of the new 
policy which this country has pursued tpwards 
Ireland since 1824-5, the date of first educational 
inquiry. In 1829 the Roman Catholic Relief 
Bill was passed. A short time afterwards a 
system of national education was adopted. Asystem 
of police, which has been found excellent and 
useful, was created. The constitution of juries 
was altered and greatly improved. The fiscal 
powers of grand juries were regulated. Muni
cipalities were reformed, and placed upon a different 
footing. The poor. Law was established. The 
Landed Estates Court was created for the sale 
of incumbered properties. In fine, it is beyond 
a doubt, that a greater number of beneficial 
meaSures were never carried in any country within 
so, short a period of time. Professor Ingram 
'has truly remarked that chll.nges so great, and 
made· within EO short a period, constitute the 
largest peaceful revolution in the history of the 
~or1d, 
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Now, Sir, I think I have shown that there is 
nothing in the present state of Ireland to evidence 
a state of dIWay or decline. It now becomes my 
duty to refer, as briefly as I can, to some of ,the 
proposals that have been made with: respeot, to, 
the land of Ireland since the House met- .la.st 
year. Certainly there is no lack of physicians. 
There have been no end of prescriptions; but I 
think that if some of them were adopted they would 
make matters much worse ,than they are. I will 
advert to three or (our, of the notable proposals 
which have deen made lately for dealing with the 
land of Ireland. There has been a proposition 
m.ade by the hon. Member for Birmingham (Mr. 
Bright), another by the hoiL Member for west· 
minster (Mr. Stuart Mill), and a third by' the him. 
Member for Kilkenny (Sir John Gray), all, of 
which have obtained a considerable amount of. publio 
attention. All these tend to one thing.-:;namely 
in different ways to establish fiXity of tenure ; or, 
in other words, a. peasant proprietorship in Ireland. 
The hon. Member for Birmingham proposes that 
the money of the State shall be lent for the purchase 
of land in Ireland, to be repaid by ,the tenant, :as 
are the land improvement loans; and that a certain 
amount of money shall be added to the rent until 
the value of the farm is re-paid. The hon.· Memb.er 
for Westminster goes much further, for he would 
deal with the whole land of Ireland. He would 
issue a Commission to ascertain its value, he would 
buy it all np, and re-Iet it by the State to te~ants 
for ever for a yearly rent. The hon. Member 
or. Kilkenny proposes that a law should be passed 
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whiohwould give fixity of tenure to every farmer in 
Ireland; that the landlord's interest should be a mere
r~nt-oharge on the estate, and that' the landlord 
should having nothing to· do except to receive the 
rents. 

In considering these proposals, it appears to 
me that the House ought to inquire fot a moment 
as to what has been the tendency of similar measures 
in' other oountries, and what the state of things 
would be if they were adopted in Ireland, and if 
"e found ourselves in the aot of creating or of 
I1aving created a large peasant proprietary in that 
~011ntry. One of the great arguments put forward 
in support' ot peasant proprietary is its supposed 
Donservative tendency. It is said that its effect is to 
~et rid of discontent and disaffection, and that you al
ways find in countries having a peasant proprietary 
~olitical contentment and safety from revolution. 
rhat is a very attraotive·theory if it were true. But 
s it the oase that, in oountries where II> peasant Pro
jrietary exists, a greater respect prevails for the rights 
If property and for the institutions of the State than in 
Ithe~ oountries ? We must all admit that a respect for 
he rights of property is, ilext to the safety of life, the 
lrst object ·01 all laW', and the most important test of 
iVilization. If I oompare France and England 
11 these respects, I find that, as regards England 
Ithough no system of peasant proprietary exists 
.rid it is a country of· large landed proprietors 
,nd tenant-farmers, yet there is no country in 
he world where the rights of property are so 
liuoh respeoted' It I take Fl'anoe, where a peasant 
>roprietary exists in a reat part of the country, 
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it will be found that, from time to time, the wildest 
views and the most subversive theories as to those 
rights have been' promulgated and actully accepted 
by a great portion of the population. I think it 
will be found that at no remote period doctrines 
on these subjects were popular, whioh have never 
been adopted by any large portion of the people 
of this oountry. The experience of foreign oountries, 
then, does not show that the existence of a peasa.nt 
proprietary secures you from' dangerous theories an~ 
discontent. Switzerland, which of all the countries 
of Europe has been quoted as a favourable precedent 
of the system of small holdings, .was so lately as 
1847 the scene of much civil disturbance in 
almost every canton. In 1848, in Austria, in 
Qermany, and in Sardinia, the same results took 
place. Unfortunately for' the argument, those 
countries which had the least to. apprehend from' 
a movement like that of 1848, which upset thrones 
and destroyed established Governments, were 
those very countries where small proprietors and 
the subdivision of land did not exist. :{3ut, Sir, 
these schemes are put forward as adapted for 
Ireland because it is broadly stated that those 
residing in the agricultural parts of the country 
and engaged in the occupation of land, are throughly 
discontented and disaffected. If the fact be as is 
stated, and if the whole agricultural population 
of Ireland is thoroughly disloyal, some very stringent 
remedy might be necessary. But what are the 

. tests of disloyalty 11 I am not prepared to say that 
among those engaged in agricultural pursuits, and 
particularly in the South of Ireland, there is not 
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{I. certain amount of sympathy with disaffection. 
But the tests of active disloyalty and discontent 
are, firstly,. emigration; secondly, the engaging 
in treasonable practices; and, thirdly, the existence 
of agrarian crime. Now, I believe that, as far 
as you can judge from these three symptoms, dis
a.f1'ection and disloyalty do not prevail to any 
considerable extent among the occupiers- of . land. 
With regard to emigration, it is. found that the 
oocupieril and holders of the soil are not leaving 
the country. There has been an enormous exodus, 
but it is gradualy ceasing, It has been stated 
by Lord Dufferin in his book, and it has never been 
denied, that of the whole number of Irish emigrants 
in the years lS65 and 1866-and I believe the same 
thing holds good in regard to the year 1867-only 
2l per oent oonsisted of men who were engaged 
in the occupation of land. So that, if emigration 
be a sign of disaffection and discontent, it certainly 
does not exist to any oonsiderable extent among 
the tillers of the soil. Then, with respeot, to . 
treasonable practices, it must be admitted that 
their n~n-existenoe among the agricultural popu
lation of Ireland is a sign of the absence of 
aotive disloyalty and discontent. The hon. Member 
for COl'k seems to dispise facts; but I shall give 
him another in addition to those l mentioned 
the other night relating to this point. I have 
taken the trouble to ascertain the proportion of 
farmers and men holding land in Ireland who 
have been arrested on suspicion of being partioipators 
in treasonable praotices since the suspension of the 
Habeas . Corpus Aot, and I find that, ~ut of the 
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whole number of persons who have been so arrested 
during the last three years -namely, 1,100-only 
fifty-six of them: were men in the oooupation o( 
land. As this statement has been very muoh criti"t 
cized, I have made a very careful analysis of those 
fifty-six men, and I find, fi:oom the nominal Return 
whioh I have in m.y hand, of the fifty-six persons 
desoribed as farmers, that only twenty-four of them 
were men who aotually lived by the. land; that 
the remainder were either farmers' sons; or persons 
indireotly conneoted with land ; and' that in, reality, 
out of the 1, 100 men:arrested under the suspension 
of the Habeas Corpus Aot, only twenty-four~ 

instead of fifty-six were engaged in the oooupation 
of the soil. . Then turning to agrarian orime, 
certain1y there was a time when that speoies of 
outrage was very common in Ireland ; and if there 
was now so muoh dissatisfl;Lotion and di.soontent 
so much undue competition for land-if the land 
question was a source of somuoh heartburning 
and disafi'eotion as it is said to be, surely we might 
expeot that there would be no diminution in that 
great mass of agrarian crime which so long disfigured 
our annals. Well, what are the faots on this 
point? The number of agrarian outrages, speoiaily 
reported by the constabulary for the last twenty-two 
years are as follows:- 1844, 1,001; 1851, 1013; 
1861, 229; 1865, 178; 1866, 87. Sir, this is a; 
most remark:l.ble illustration of the untruth of the 

. assertion that the entire tenantry .of Ireland, 'as 
a class, is thoroughly' dissatisfied; because, when 
we know how deeply they resent anything whioh· 
they rega~d as interfering with th~it fancied righta 
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iu the land, and how that resentment led in past 
times to the commission of such fearful crimes, surely 
it is most satisfactory to find that, although in 
the year 1851 there were 1, 000 cases of agrarian 
outrage reported, yet in 1866 only 87 were reported 
in the whole of Ireland. 

Sir, in examining the proposals which have 
been made for the regeneration of Ireland; the 
House ought. to consider what would be the imme
diate effect of such a proposal as that which has 
been propounded by the hon. Member for West
minster. The first effect of it, I believe would 
be that, if you were to create in the way he suggests 
a large' number of peasant proprietors in Ireland 
you would destroy almost all, or at least a great 
many, of the iufiuences which bind that country 
to this. A Return was laid on the table of this 
House last year which shows the number of hold
ings that at present exist in Ireland; but I have 
ascertained the number of holdings which are 
valued at £4 and under, and those which are valued 
at £8 and under. [The n.oble Lord then quoted a. 
recent Return of the number of agricultural holdings 
in Ireland valued at £4 and under, and· also of 
those valued at over £4 and under £8. From this 
document it appeared that of the holdings valued 
under £4, the general average acreage was 4! acres 
and the total nU!llber of such separate holdings 
was 174,939; while of the next class of holdings 
immediatly above that sum in value-na.mely; 
those over £4 and under £8, the average size 
was 13 acres, the total number was 142,468.] He 
then continued :-Thus if the plan of ·the hon. 
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Member .-or the Westminster were carried into 
effect the State would be immediately called upon 
to. exercise landlords' rights as to rent over the 
owners of 316, 957 separate ho.ldings, of the average 
size in the smallest class of 4i acres, and in the 
next class of 13 acres~ or mOre than half the
entire number of holdings in Ireland. That is an 
undertaking in which I think this House would 
never attempt to .embark. The social effect of it 
would be most disastrous. I believe you would 
find that you would remove at once from the 
people of that country a large portion of the 
influences which now bind them to the United 
Kingdom. But there is one feature· which I 
think must occur to the mind of anybody who. 
considers these proposals, and that is the certain .. 
ty of· heavy indebtedness which is sure to weigh 
upon these small holders. In every country in 
the world where these small proprietors exist the 
greatest tendency to mortgage their holdings 
operates. In the Canton of Zurich, it is stated 
that the load of debt pressing on the peasant 
proprietary is almost incredible,' so that with the 
greastest industry and frugality, and under complete 
freedom of commerce, they are hardly able to. 
stand their ground. In France the registered 
mortgages of land twenty years ago. are said to.· 
have amounted to £400,000,000 sterling; and 
some remarkable facts have been brought to . my 
knowledge lately with regard to. Prussia, and the 
state of things which now exists there. It has 
been said that in Prussia the system· of peasal!t 
proprietorship has been. of the greatest possible 
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benefit to that country; but I would remind the 
HowIe that at this moment in East Prussia 
there rages a famine which has hardly ever been 
equalled; and the accounts of it which have been 
received are very similar to those which came 
from Ireland during the period of the great 
famine there. In a Report lately furnished by 
the Consul at Konig;;berg, it is stated that in those 
parts of Prussia where there is a great subdivision 
of land, with a peasant proprietorship, the people 
are now suff~ring from all the horrors of famine. 
The principal evil which I believe, this plan. or 
any like plan would effect in Ireland would .be 
subdivision. What did subdivision mean in past 
years? Misery, nakedness, and hunger-death! 
The bare recollection makes one shudder at the 
possibility of its recurrence. Under such a system 
there is no possible means of recovery when bad 
times came upon the country. I do not believe 
that the lesson of 1847 and 1848 can ever be 
forgotten; and I am perfectly certain that if a 
proposal such as I have alluded to were adopted, 
the peasantry would evince the same tendency 
as they have always shown to subdivide their 
farms. It is, perhaps, difficult to bring back to 
recollection what really took place in former years. 
Is there anything, then, in the plan of the· hon. 
Gentleman which would lead us to believe .that 
those misfortunes which are still fresh in our 
reoolleotion could be guarded against, or that 
there is any seourity taken by him that the evils, 
whioh had been so often lamented would not in
evitably reour P I will now attempt to address to 
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the House some remarks as ta the cOUl'!!e which we 
have followpd in heland, and the policy which 
~e intend to' pursue. Since we have been intrusted 
with the Government of the country we "have 
endeavoured to adhere as nearly as possible to the 
principles laid down by Lord Derby when he 

took office two years ago. Lord Derby then said--' 

"I believe tht a Govenment in Ireland which shows 
itself determined to do its duty by" all ranks and classes 
may hope to recieve "the support of a large majority of the 
Irish people, than whom there are no greater lovers of 
impartial justice. . We do not propose in our Government 
of Ireland to act on any exclusive principle. We desire 
to obtain the co-operation of all who have at heart the 
peace and tranquillity of the country, the maintenance of 
the rights of property, and the putting down of tWlaWful 
associations."-(3 Hansard, cIxxxiv, 742.) 

To that policy we have strictly adhered. In 
the treatment of hish questions it requires much more 
courage to take a moderate and impartial course than 
to attach oneself violently to one party or the other. 
Men engaged' in conducting the affairs of Ireland 
may gain popularity by attaching themselves to this 
side or that; but if you wish to govern Ireland propedy, 
you must despise popularity gained by such means, 
and mnst go fairly and boldly forward in a straght. 
forward and impartial course. It must be admit. 
ted that intrusted with tho Government· of heland 
at an eventful period we have been successful in 
our endeavours to preserve the peace, though we 
have had difficulties to contend with of no ordinary 
nature. Stiilwe have been enabled, by impar .. 
tiality and firmness, to obtain that result. ·Conspi. 
racy in Ireland has been checked; from one end 
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of the country to the other, the authority of the 
.law' has been vindicated. Numbers of persons 
have been prosecuted for offences connected with 
Fenianism and Whiteboyism, and there has been 
nothing to complain of in the conduct of the 
juries or of anyone concerned in the administration 
of juctice in Ireland. .All have discharged their 
duty with fidelity and loyalty. ··The· result of 
judicial p;roceedings is remarkablE1.Since July 
1866, 344 men have been tried; eighty-three were 
convicted, 151 pleaded guilty, tewelve were acquitt
ed; in seven casses only the jury disagreed; 
eighty were discharged on bail. With the excep
tion of seventeen casses, the trials were confined 
to the four counties of Dublin, Cork, Limerick, 
and ~ipperary. In: the case of the processions 
in Ireland which took place after the Manchester 
executions, we did not deem it our duty to stop 
them until they assumed .0. character :which showed 
they were completely seditious and almost treason
able. However, when we felt that it was necessary 
to put a stop those assemblies, and when we issued 
proclamations for that object, we were obeyed 

. throughout the length and breadth of the land 
without an appearance of opposition. There are 
three great and important questions which now 
ocoupy the publio mind, as regards Ireland. 
There is, first, what may be called the land ques
tion. Now I think anyone who approaches the con
sideration of this subject must do so with a feeling 
somewhat akin to deapair. For the last twenty-five 
ye~ almost every Ministry has attempted to deal 
with it, nor has it been from any indisposion on the 
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part of the House to legislate upon the matter 
that success has not been attained. The reason 
for this invariable failure is that the difficul
ties of the question are enormous, and that it is 
nearly impossible to provide by Act of Parlia
ment for the. endless variety of condition under 
which land is held. Last year I introduced a Bill 
which would have gone a long way towards settling 
the question, . which has been described by an 
able writer as one of the greatest boons ever offered 
to the tenantry of any country. It had tlllir 
important feature, which I think was a new. one, 
that it offered a simple and easy means of re
gistering improvements made by tenants. That 
was a difficulty whioh had always been experienced 
in legislating upon this subjeot; for any soheme 
has little or no prospect of sucoeS3 whioh doeEl 
not devise an easy method of recording the nature 
of the improvement when it is made. Without 
such a provision there can be no security against 
fraud and dispute. The Bill did not profess to 
deal with the question of tenure; it was limited 
to one portion of the subjectr-that of providing. 
an easy mode of securing for the tenant com
pensation for imprvements made by himself
an object which all the Bills which had been 
introduced in this subject had had in view. If, 
therefoz:e, in the opinion of the hon. . Gentlemen 
opposite, it be necessary to go further into the 
matter and deal with tenure, a different course 
would have to be .taken from that which i 
proposed last year. That Bill, I must say, was 
not. received in a very encouraging manner by 

21 
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hon. Members opposite, nor did it even elicit 
'Very warm approval from some of my friends on 
this side of the House; I shall ever regret that it 
"Was not amply discussed; for if the business of the 
House had allowed it to be more fully considered, I 
believe many of the objections taken against it 
would have been refuted. The hon. Member for 
Galway (Mr. Gregory) affirmed that it would 
be of little or no use, and that compensation 
was all moonshine. I still believe, however, that 
the House would do well to deal with the 
question of compensation, the question of leasing 
powers for the purpose of improvements, and the 
question of contracts, leaving aside the subject of 
tenure. I propose, therefore, during the present 
Session, to introduce a Bill very similar to that 
of last year. I 'Propose to include in it provision 
for increased powers of improvement by limited 
owners, for the encouragement of written con
tracts. I have a strong opinion that there is much 
truth in the objections preferred against the pa
role tenancy which is so general in Ireland. 
There is no such thing as a tenant-at-will; but 
the greater portion of the occupations are held 
by a parole agreement, which in law is held to be 
a tenancy from year to year. That system has great 
disadvantages, and I believe that both landlo.rds 
and ten.anfiJ feel that it would be very desirable 
that all lettingsshould be by written contract. 
The provisions for tenants' compensations will not 
be in all respects identical with tdlose proposed 
last year j but I hope to be able to show that, 
without interfering with the rights of property, 
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they will give to the holders of land an easy 
means of securing monies which he may layout 
in improvements; and, under . certain conditions, 
will offer loans to him for the same object. I 
believe the Bill will be found to be as comprehensive 
a one as the House is likely to accept. I hope 
that the result may be that we shall arrive at 
something like general agreement on tWQ Or tlue~ 
branche~ of the question, and thus pass a mea" 
sure which. will be productive of: gr.eat and subs,., 
tantial advantages. Therefore 1; would entreat hon. 
Gentlemen opposite to ~onside~· favou:rably the 
proposals that I shall mak,e; a,l;ld that if Wtl 
cannot do all ·that thejl' would wish, 01( that they; 
think desirable, that, at ~ll . events, we might t~e 
some steps m the ptesel!lt Session; tQ endeavour to 
secure to Irish tenants fun lW-d ample m~ans for s.e
curing mOI):ey laid out by them i:p, the bpnq" fia~ 
improvement of the b.nd. The Bill win be introdu,ced. 
immediately, and the Government will endeavour 
to the utmost of their power to pass it into 
law during the present Session. But, &ir in, 
addition to this, seeing the magnitude to which 
this subject has attained; seeing also the excite., 
ment and uncertainty which prevails in the public 
mind with respect to it; believing that an en
ormous amount of misconception prevails on th~ 
matter; and believing, also, that it will be very 
much for the advantage of the country that. the 
great and i,mportant questions that hQ,ve been moot
ed should be for ever set at rest,. aIld believing 

. further that these demands and this question; 
will never be set at rest until the public and 
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this House arain possession of further infor
mation on the subject, we propose at the earliest 
possible moment to institute a solemn inquiry 
into, the whole state of the relations between 
landlord and tenant. We have come to this de
termination because statements are made and put 
forward by the highest authorities, both in and 
out of the Hause, which have led a portion of 
the publio to believe that there -is a great a~d an 
immediate necessity for the p'assing of measures 
with regard to Ireland, which have been termed 
even by those who proposed them, of a revolu
tionary , character. When we hear such language 
as that whioh was used by the hon. Member 

__ !?r Birmingham not long ago, when he wrote 
that' if Ireland was 1,000 miles away all would 
be changed, or the landlords would be swept away 
by the vengeance of. the people. [Mr. BRIGHT : 
No, no!] The hon. Gentleman will, no doubt, 
have an opportunity of contradicting that state
ment. rMr.. BRIGHT: 1 contradict it now.] I 
am ver:y glad the hon. Gentleman denies that 
he used such expressions; but they have been 
given in the . publio Press, and have called forth 
a good deal of oomment and animadversion, and 
I never heard till this moment that he repudiated 
them. But the hon. Gentleman, if he has not made 
suoh statements, has -certainly propounded remedies 
which would lead people to think that he entertained 
sentiments of tha~ discriptioll. And the hon. member 
for Westminister has deolared. that in his opinion, Ire
land oan never be regenl'rated, unlegsanentu'e elass,and 
that the most infeuential, are obliterated or got rid of. 
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Sir, the Government are not insensible to. ,the 
fact, that statements such as these, made. by high 
authorities, have had a great effect upon the p1).blic' 
mind. Indeed. we find in all parts of the coun,
try, and throughout Europe, very false ideas are 
prevalent as to the real condition and ciroums
tances of Ireland. We believe that till an in
quiry is held into the real' facts of the case, and 
the real state of affairs in that country, Parlia
ment and the publio can never come to right con
clusions on the subject; and I would remind the 
House of the danger to Ireland, as well as to 
the Empire, of keeping this question open. It 
is a question that ought to be set at rest, and for ever; 
and considering the great demands put forward 
on the one side, and looking at the manner in 
which they have been received by a great portion 
of the "public, I do not believe the question ever 
can be settled until more information is placed 
at the disposal of the House. Persons are now 
asking, "Are these statements true P Is it possible 
that, in a country so close to England, laws re
lating to the land so closely similar to our own 
should have such a different effect P" There is 
an additional reason why this inquiry is necessary 
-1 have shown that there are few countries in 
the world in which changes so rapid and exten
sive have taken place' as have occurred in Ireland 
,within the last few years. Since the Devo~ Com
mission sat, _ we have had a great emigration 

. with an "enormous change of property, through 
, . the operation of the Landed Estates' Court, and 

we have also had a great alteration in the nUDl-



.246 STATE OF IRELAND . ( lOTH1iUBCU 

bers and character of the occupiers of land. We 
therefore propose an inquiry in to the whole sub
ject. Although there have been inquires and in
vestigations, they have generally been of a partial 
character; and I believe that the landlords on 
the one side, and those who represent the tenants 
on the other, never have had the opportunity of 
deliberately and patiently setting forth their res
pective cases. In the Committee moved by the 
hon. member for Cork, the inquiry was very 
one-sided; and I believed that, with two excep
tions, witnesses only who. represented a particular 
class of opinion were examined. The inquiry need 
not be long, but it should be conducted on the 
spot; and we hqpe that we shall be able to secure 
men of sufficient position, character, and knowledge 
to conduct it with success. The commission will 
have to investigate the operation of the laws that 
regulate the tenure of land in Ireland, the arrange
ments and ·customs that exist between-landlord 
and tenant, the system which prevails for com
pensation for improvements, the operation of the 
Incumbered Estates' Court, and the effect emigra-

- tion has had upon the oondition of the agricultural 
class. I believe the· result of this inquiry will be 
to show that the state of things really existing in 
Ireland is very different from what it is represented 
to be; that there has been much exaggeration 
and false statement;. and that if all parties will 
state their views fairly and fully much truth will 
be elicited. I cannot but think that it is most 
.undesirable the Honse should proceed to any le
gislation further than that proposed either by myself 
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or the right hon. Gentleman opposite (Mr. Chi· 
chester Fortescue), without some inquiry whether 
suoh legislation is needed at all. I believe it will be 
proved before the Commission that a great deal which 
has been said about a certain qlass in Ireland is far 
from the truth ; and, that instead of being the enemies 
of the people, they have performed their duties to the 
best of their ability, and in a manner advantage
ous to the country. And I am .sure it will be 
shown that there is no fo undation for the state~ 
mente made as to the extreme dissatisfaotion of 
the tenantry of Ireland with their· condition. We 
hope the Commission will go and examine tenants 
in their own locality, who will themselves state 
what they desire; and I believe it will. be found 
that they are by no means so extravagant or 
preposterous in their demands as has been stated 
by those who have assumed to speak for them. 
Sir, I hope that the proposal we make will meet 
with the approval of the House, and that we 
shall at once proceed to consider a measure dealing 
with a portion of this subject, and leave to in~ 
quiries those larger questions and plans which 
-have been put forward with so much boldness 
by members of this House, and by many writers 
in the publio Press. 

We may anticipate that a considerable portion 
of the time of this Session will be devoted to 
Irish affairs. I propose on a very early day to 
introduoe a Bill for the Amendment af the Re
presentation ··of the People in Ireland. I hope on 
Monday or Thursday next week to be able to 
state the proposals of the Government on that 
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subject. With regard to the very important ques. 
tion of railway commu~cation, I need not say 
that a large amount of dissatisfaction exists respecting 
the management of the companies, and we have 
proposed-with the concurrence, I believe, of men 
of all 'parties-to .inquire into that .matter. We 
have intrusted that inquiry to five very able 
gentlem!ln, and I hope before Easter that their 
Report will be upon the table. Though this may 
cause some amusement to hon. Members below 
the Gangway, who think of nothing but grievances 
of sentiment, I believe that there is no question 
of more importance to Ireland-none by which 
a greater boon can be -conferred upon the coun
try than by taking some means to improve the 
management and increasing the effoiency of the 
railways in Ireland, and I am not without hope 
that we shall be able to make a proposal to 
the House on that subject during the present 
Session. We have submitted the whole question 
of primary education in Ireland to a Royal Com
mISSIOn. That Commission is already at work. 
I regret very muoh that, owing to a very un
fortunate circumshnce, the commencemen£ of its 
labours have beeb delayed; but this was un
avoidable, for it arose from the great loss the 
country has sustaine.<i in the death of one of its 
most distInguished sons, the Earl of Rose, who 
had consented to preside over it, who enldrely 
approved of its appointment, and whose assistanoe 
and guidanoe would bave been of -great value. 
We have endeavoured to constitute that Commission 
fairly; to represent men thereon of all classes, 
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creeds and opinions-men who have given much 
ILttention to the subject; and when I state that upon 
that Commission we have eight Roman Catholics 
and eight Protestants; that, of the two secretaries 
one is lit Protestant, the other a Roman Catholio; 
that men representing every shade of opinion on 
educational matters are to be found among its 
members, and that they will pursue their labours 
with the greatest desire to . come to a speedy 
and satisfactory conclusion, we may anticipate ·the 
most favourable results. With regard to the question 
of University education.in Ireland, we are going 
to take a different course. There are two Uni
versities .now existing in Ii·eland. The one is the 
Dublin University, the other the Queen's Uni
versity, . which is an institution of later growth; 
for the Dublin University haS been established 
for a great number of years. It was founded by 
Queen Elizabeth for the avowed purpose of en
couraging and establishing the Protestant religion 
in Ireland. But, though it was established for 
that purpose, and though it has ever retained its 
Protestant character-the governing body being 
always Protestant-it has been conspicuous among 
all Universities for liberality. For a great number· 
of years the prizes of this University, with the 
exception of the Fellowships, anu a few foundation 
Scholarships, have been open to students of all 
denominations and creeds; although the governing 
body is composed exclusively of Protestants, the 
advantages 'of the institution are free to all; se
veral Professorships may be, and, in fact, are at 
the present time· held by Roman Catholics, while 
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there is no interference whatever with the reli
gious scruples of the students. In this respect an ad
mirable example has been Bet by the University of 
Dublin, which ever since 1'793 has led the way in 
all the questions of University refrom. The result 
of this system of education has been that not only 
has this University been frequented by the Pro
testant population of Ireland; but it has also con
ferred the advantages of a sound University educa
tion upon numbers of Roman Catholics and Dis
senters who have subsequently attained high pro
fessional or literary distinction. Of all the institu
tions which have been established in Ireland, this 
University is the most prosperous . and healthy. 
There are now inJreland 5,000, graduates who have 
taken their degrees. in it, and who regard' it with 
affection and veneration; and I do not believe that 
there is to be found among any class in Ireland 
any considerable body of men who are opposed to 
this University, or to the system of education adop
ted there. If that be so, it would be an act of the 
greatest madness, and impolicy, to attempt to dis
turb an institution which stands so deservedly high 
in the estimation of a great portion of the Irish 
people. Then, again; the Queen's University has 
done its work admirably. The fundamental prin
ciple upon which it was founded was announced 
by Sir Jaim's Graham, in' introducing the Bill 
by which it was established, to be the absence 
of all interferenoe, positive or negative, with 
the conscientious scruples of the students in matct
ters of religion, and that principle has been strict
ly adhered to. It is a principle which has been 
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supported by a number of the ablest and best men 
of Ireland, and has attracted ;a, great number of 
persons of all creed's who were in search of a Uni
versity education. :But under that principle Teli
gious teaching forms no part whatever of the sys
tem of education, and the governing body is elec
ted without any r~erence to their religious creed. 
There can be no doubt that since its establisliment 
the Queen's UniV'ersity has done good service in 
the education of the Irish people; and I feel bound 
to state my opinion upon this point the more 
distinctly, because I was accused last year by 
hon. and right hon. Members opposite of having 
said that the institution had been unsuccessful. 
What I said on the occasion to which reference 
has been made was, that, while the Queen's Uni
versity had done a great work in Ireland, it 
had failed to attract 'support from a certain portion. 
of the people. I have now stated the exact position 
in which the two Irish Universities are placed. 
There exists, howevar, a larga class in Irela.nd 
to whom the system adopted at neither Univer
sity- is acceptable,and who, therefore, decline to 
avail themselves of the advantages they offer. 
There is a large number of persons who object 
to send their sons to a Universitywhete the only reli
gion taught is one that they do not profess, and 
there are also many who will not send their "sons 
to a College where religious teaching does not 
froni a portion of the system of education. Are 
these objections unreasonable? I ask this House 

"to consider whether there are not many among 
us who would have the same objection to send 
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their sons to Universities where the Roman 
Catholio roligion alone was taught, or where. all 
religious instruction was studiously omitted? That 
is the case here. and there have been various 
modes proposed for meeting these objections. The 
late Government attempted to remedy the grie
vance by the issue of a suppl~mental charter to 
the Queen's University, but that was resisted; 
and I believe that many of those who at first 
were in favour of the supplemental charter are 
now convinced that if that charter had been carried, 
it would not have ,met any of the objections, 
taken to the existing systems. But we believe 
ihat a plan may be devised which, without in
terfering with, or restricting, or hindering the 
work of the two Universities, anothe.· institution 
roay be erected, wh,ich will not be a dangerous 
rival to them. I have no doubt, that if we could 
now begin at the beginning, the best course for 
us to take would. be to establish one University for 
the whole country. I am aware of the strong
I may almost say, the unanswerable arguments in 
favour of such a course. But such a state of 
things no longer exists. We have already two 
institutions which are deeply rooted in the affections 
of their adherents. We know what a. strong and 
eventually suocessful opposition was raised to the 
supplemental charter for the Queen's University . 
. No attempt has been been ma.de to interfere with 
Trinity College; but I am persuaded tha~ if it 
'were, the opposition raised would be mote for-

,roidable, and still more successful. I believe tha~ 
in dealing with this question, it is better ~Q 
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supplement an.d to add than to pull down, destroy" 
or alter. We have at present three different 
systems of education at work in Ireland-namely, 
the purely denominational, the semi-denominational 
or mixed, and the united or secular system. Under 
the denominational system religious teaching is 
given' to every student everyone of whom must 
submit to be taught by persons professing one 
particular creed, Under the second system, which is. 
that adopted at Trinity College, religious instruction:, 
is given by teachers to, all those who profess the 
religion of the Institution, but no religious teaching 
is pressed upon those who profess a different faith. 
Under the third system, which is the one adopted 
at'the Q,ueen's Colleges, r.eligious teaching doeS' 
not form any part of the course of instruction 
given. Of these three systems, the second' is 
that which has, in my opinion, been most successful 
in Ireland. The denominational system has failed 
to attract the complete confidence even of those 
who profess the religion of the schools where if; 
is taught; and the secular system has been most 
fiercely assailed by persons of all classes and of 
aU creeds. In Trinity College we find a system of 
teaching pursued which is acoeptable to all who share 
in it, and whioh is looked upon without aversion by 
those who do not partake of it. You will find the 
same system in the non-vested schools of the National 
Board-certainly the most suooessful portion of the 
primary teaohing administered in Ireland. It has been 
said that the multiplication of Universities is a very 
great evil. A good deal may be said on that sub
jeot; but, at the same time, I have no 40ubt that 

22 
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several Universities may be established in a country 
with the greatest possible advantage. For instance, 
in Germany Universities are very numerous; and 
no one will say that learning is not as far advanced 
there as in any other country in the world. Then, 
take Belgium, with its 4,000,000 of inhabitants; 
there are four Universities in that little kingdom. 
[An hon. MEMBER; Colleges.] well, there are 
four Colleges in Belgium; but they resemble Univer
sities ; but you must recollect that the University of 
Brussels is an institution wholly different from 
anything in this country. The University of 
Brussels, is nothing more or less than a licensing 
examining body, which has nothing to do with the 
the teaching. discipline, or religion of the Colleges. 
It is quite possible that different Universities may be 
established in the country, so as to provide amply 
for all the requirements of education, without in
terfering with. each other's effioiency. I am not 
aware that the establishment of the London Univer
sity did in any way interfere with the education given 
in the older institutions. Certainly the foundation 
of the Queen's University had no injurious effeot 
upon Trinity College; the number of students there 
is as large as before, and the only result has been 
to oreate a most wholesome rivalry beween the sister 

. establishments. It appears to me, then, that a third 
Unive~ity may be founded in Ireland without in
juring the existing institutions. I believe that what 
is desirable is that a University should be established 
in that country, which would; as far as possible, 
stand in the same relation to the Roman Catholio 
population as Trinity College does to the Protestant. 
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We do not propose to found an exact or seryile imi,. 
tation; but we do consider that 'we should be taking 
a step which would be of the greatest public advan
tage, and which would. tend very much to the 
furtherance of University education, if we were to 
establish an institution which should bear that
character to a considerable extent. 1; hold thatona 
feature of the new University should be that it 
should, after the first establishment, be as, free as 
possible from Government oontrol. I believe its 
constitution should be most oarefully considered.in 
the beginning; that the 'Strict precise rules should 
be laid down in its charter; but tha.t once these 
points were settled. it should be left to walk alone, 
and should be relieved as far as possible froril. State 
interference. In my opinion, the success of the 
University must dep&nd very much upon its inde:
pendence, its self-reliance, and its. a.utonomy ; and 
I believe that a.Il the great ends we' have in view 
can be thoroughly secured by a. judicious constipution 
of its original charler. We 'therefore propose to 
advise Her Majesty to grant-a charter to a Roman 
Catholio University, to be constructed in the follow
ing manner. The institution which it is proposed 
to create will not resemble the existing . Roman 
Catholio University in Dublin. It is proposed that; 
in the first instance, at charter should be granted, 
in the same way as the charler was granted to the 
Queen's University; that the governing body, under 
the original constitution, should consist of a. Chancel
lor, Vice Chancellor; four prelates, the President of 

'Maynooth, six laymen, the heads of the Colleges to' 
be at first affiliated, and five members to be eleoted, 

• 
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1'10 as t~ represent the five educational faculties
all being Roman Catholics. Future vacancies should 
,be filled up in the following manner. The Chancellor 
should be elected by Convocation, and the Vice 
Chancellors should be appointed by the Chancellor. 
Four prelates should be noininated by the Roman 
Catholic hierarchy, the President of Maynooth should 
form one of the governing body, the six laymen 
.should be elected by Convocation, and the heads of 
the affiliated Colleges should 'be e:r; officio members 
of the Board; and, besides, five members should 
be elected according to the five faculties, so as to 
represent in the governing body the teaching power 
of the institution. I believe that in that way we 
should provide a.ll the elements of an independent 
and healthy establishment, that ample seourity would 
be taken for the faith and morals of the pupils ; 
that there woul,d be a prepond6rating and influential 
lay element in the constitution; that the elective 
princ!ple would be completely recognized, and that 
those engaged in the teaching of the Colleges, 
and the general body ()f the graduates, would have 
a pottmt voioe in the selection of the governing body. 
To the University thus constituted we would give the 
power of holding University examinations, of grant
ing degrees, of determining' what Colleges should be 
affiliated, a.nd the course' of studies to be pursued. 

Such is the proposal we intend to make. And 
here I wish to state to the House that in this matter 
we have entered into no negotiations or communi
cations with any body whatever. We have, felt 
that, if given at all, the charter should be the gift, 
not of the Government, but of Parliament; and 
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that we should be only doing our duty and redeem
ing the pledge given last year, in making our first 
announcement on this subject to the House of 
Commons. But though we have taken this course', 
it will be our duty, having announced our plan, 
to enter into communication as soon as possible with 
those most interested in the matter, with a view of 
carrying out our plans effectually, and in the way 
most acceptable to them. Keeping in view, therefore, 
the principles we think necessary-namely, that 
there should be in the institution a powerful lay 
element, and that the electiv~ principle should be 
fully recognized-we shall be prepared to listen 
respectfully and carefully to all suggestions and 
communications that may be made to us, and to 
endeavour to suit the new University to 'the require
ments of those for whose benefit it is intended. I 
think in the mode in which we have dealt with this 
question we have best complied with' the wishes of 
the House. I believe that the failure of' the supple
mental charter last year and the year before was 
a.ttributable very much to the fact that this House 
was not sufficiently consulted, and that it came upon 
Parliament and the country as well as on the Queen's 
University by surprise. We have adopted .the op
posite course, we have made our first confidence to 
the House of Commons, our first declaration here; 
and, seeing that this University question has long 
been a matter of dispute in Ireland, we offer a. 
plan by which we believe it may be finally set a. 
rest-a plan which Will not interfere with the vita~ 
lity or strength of existing institutions, but will sup
ply everything which- has been demanded by t~OSG 
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whose religious scruples prevented them from taking 
advantage of the present ·systems. With regard to 
endowment it will be essential, of course, if' Parlia
ment agrees to the proposal, in the first instance to 
provide for the necessary expenses of the University
that is to say, the expenses of officers of the Univer
sity, of the University Professors, and also to make 
some provision for a building. It is possible that 
if' Parliament approves the scheme it may not be 
indisposed to endow certain University scholarships. 
But with regard to the endowment of Colleges, it is 
impossible to make- any proposal of that nature at 
present; and to that extent the question will be left 
open to future consideration. It is not, therefore,con~ 
templated to liubmit any scheme for the endowment of 
the Colleges in connection with the University. 

Sir, there is one other question which has greatly 
occupied the public mind. The Irish Church, after 
a slumber. of nearly thirty years, has again become 
a subject of first-rate political importance. It has
been urged by many that this question should be 
at once settled, and though the state of the Irish 
Church has of late years considerably improved, the 
prinoiple on which it is founded remaining the same; 
it is oontended that some sudden and immediate 
action should. be taken in the matter. I beg to remind 
the House Qfwhat took place last year with reference 
to this subject. The noble Lord, the Leader of the 
party opposite proposed in the other House of Parlia
ment an Address to the Queen. As the noble Lord first 
gave notice of his Motion it stood in these words-

"That an humble Address be presented to Her Majesty, 
praying that Her Yajelty will be graciously pleased to gin 
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Directions that, by the Operation of a Commission or other
wise, full and accurate Information be procured as to the 
Amount and Nature of the Property and Revenues of the 
Established Church in Ireland, and as to the Means of render
ing that Property more productive."~[3 Hansard, clxxxvili. 
367.] 

In that shape it remained on the Notioe book from the 
31st of May, 1867, for some fune; but on the 7th of 
June a few days before the Motion was proposed, the 
following addition was made:-

"And to their more equitable application for the B~ne:fit of 
the Irish People."-[lbid.] 

The addition of these words gave rise to adebate,and, 
Iliter oonsiderable discussion and a division, a Resolu
tion was ultimately adopted in the terms originally 
proposed by the noble Lord. That Resolution having 
been arrived at, the Government at once determined 
to carry out the intention of the other Rouse of Parlia.~ 
ment and" appointed a Commission. It has often been 
stated that this Commission was of an unimportant 
charaoter. That, in my opinion, is a. very great mis~ 
take. I have asoertained from one of the Members of 
the Commission the preoise mode in which the inquiry 
is being oonduoted, and the subjects investigated, 
and it has been stated by him that in the Report will 
be found, when it is presented to Parliament, an ac
count of-1st, the whole property; 2nd, the mode of 
its distribution; 3rd, the services of those who receive 
the proceeds of this property, and the number of 
Church people under their care; 4th, the management 
of the property-and under this head would come 

. the inquiry whether the management should be left 
as it is, or the property should be sold and capitalized, 
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and whether it would be best that it should be man
aged by the Bishops and clergy, or by a Central Board 
under Commissioners P It will be possible, under the 
terms of the Commission, to examine into and compare 
the system of religious endowments in other countries, 
and how far they are applicable to Ireland. The Re
port, in fact, will set forth at a view the whole state of 
the Church rev~nuas, and will show at a glance whe
ther they are sufficient, or more than sufficient, for 
their objects. Even though the Commission has only 
been at work for three months, I am informed that 
they have already colleoted, with great labour, a mass 
of information at onoe novel and compendious. Contra
diotory statements have been made OD. all those points, 
and even in the last debate the most opposite asser
tions were made on all the matters roferred to. I 
understand that the Commission.ers are about to take 
oral evidenoe, and there is every reason to believe that 
the inquiry will not be protraoted beyond' the next 
two or three months, and it is quite possible that even 
during the present Session the Report of the Commis
sion may be presented. Seeing, therefore, that the 
inquiry suggested by the Leader of the Liberal party 
has beeninstitutedj an.d that the heaviest part of its 
labours are nearly ooncluded, the question arises, whe
ther it is desirable. or even possible that, during the 
present Session, and in the faoe of suoh an inquiry, 
any iminediate aotionshould be taken with regard 
to the Irish Church P Is there anything in the present 
state of the Irish Church, or of the country itself, to 
~all for suoh hasty measures P The Irish Church is 
frequently put forward as one of the main causes of 
Irish discontent, and one hon. Gentleman went so far 
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as to say that her abolition would be-a cure for Fenian
ism. But surely, on this point, the evidence of the 
Fenians themselves is of some value. N ow,in a remar~~ 
able article which appeared some time since in one 
of the magazines, and which, from its intimate ac
qua.intance With the affa.irs of· the Brotherhood, was 
evidently written by some one' connected with the 
secret operations of that body, this was expressly 
denied. The writer of that article said-

"Englishmen complain that the Irish are never satisfied 
with what is done for them. Exactly so. A hungry man is not 
Satisfied when you give him a toy. The Royal visits to Ireland, 
,which were once cOIlJ!idered as the sovereign panacea. ,for Irish 
disloyalty, the land distribution, advocated by John Bright and 
others, the abolition of the Irish Church Esta.blishment, now 
mooted as a sure cure for Fenianism, lI.!"e toys given te hungry 
,men. What the FeniaIlJ! desire is Ireland for the Irish, and they 
look upon all the promised reforms as bribes to seduce true 
patriots from a righteous purpose." 

Such statements therefore were uncorroborated. 
If the Irish Church were abolished to-morrow,I do not 
believe that we should have a single Fenian the less 
in the country. But those who domand the overthrow 
of the Irish Church and its immediate abolition, fail 
to propose any plan which is not immediately and. 
strongly objected to. The noble Lord who moved the 
Resolution last year made a most elaborate propositi,oD; 
but that proposition has been received with a general 
chorus' of disapproval from the most distinguished 
Members of the party to which he belongs. The aboli
tion of the Church is described as a measure which 
will restore peace and heal 'the wounds of Ireland. 
'That statement I believe to be incapable of proof, be
·cause whatever dissatisfaction may arise from the 
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existence of the d:rish Church-and' I would not for 
a moment deny that dissatisfaction and dislike to the 
~stablishment does exist among certain classes-the 
present contest is nothing to what would be raised 
over its dead body. The highest authorities have ex
pressed their opinion, and none ml're strongly than 
Earl Russell himself on this point. When a proposition 
was made some time ago, by a series of Resolutions 
in "another place,"to distribute the property of the 
Irish Church among the different religious deuomina
tions in the country, the noble Lord said-

"I can very well believe that the majority of the people of 
Ireland, seeing that the Church Establishment remains for the 
benefit of a minority, may feel that an evil and a grievance. 
But when the question is as to what should be done by the 
Government and by Parliament in regard to the subject, I 
must say that any such violent me88Ure as my noble Friend 
proposes would, in my opinion, instead of remedying the evil, 
increase it to a very great extent. I am afraid that if my noble 
Friend were permitted to carry his proposed act of Parliament 
into effect, and divide the Church property· of Ireland 
between the Established Church, the Roman Catholic Church, 
and the Presbyterian Church, it would create more religious 
discord, more heart-burning, and more division than we have 
ever yet seen in lreland."-[3 Hansard, cixxxii, 414, 415.] 

That was the opinion of the noble Lord two years 
ago. The situation is unchanged. The Irish Church may 
be for many years a subject of ecclesiastical jealousy; 
.it may be a constant theme for political declamation, 
possibly, too it may in a. short time become the sub
ject of a party struggle; but nobody will ever per
suade me that the Irish Roman Catholic farmer or 
labourer who, in passing the house of a minister 
of the Established Church, toward whose mainte
nance he does not contribute lB., but whom he haS 
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long known as a good neighbour and as a. kind 
friend-I never will believe that the regards the 
existence of that man as an intolerable grievance or 
a badge of oppression. F or my own part, I believ:e 
that if the Irish Church is overthrown, that over
throw can only be effected after a long and painful 
strugle-a. struggle which must inevitably tend 
to the increase and aggravation of those discords and 
religious ha.treds which have produced such evils 
in the community. The voluntary system is pro
posed in the interests of peace; there are parts of 
the country where the voluntary system is carried 
on in connection with the Established Church, and 
I a·m not aware that those regions are especially 
characterized by concord among the people. The 
question must be dealt with in a very different 
spirit from that which the advocates of entire 
a.bolition profess. The Presbyterians ;now receive 
a Grant from this House which is miserable 
in amount, and wholly inadequate to their require
ments. The Protestants of Ireland are content with • the system which prevails; but are not averse to 
improvements, and to such alterations of ecclesiastical 
arrangements as would make their Church better 
fitted to meet the wants of modern times. But 
we must not prescribe hastily. Of all the schemes 
which have been proposed I object pre-eminently 
to that known as the process of" levelling down." 
It is said that if you cannot elevate and raise the 
institutions so as to make them equal, the only 
thing to do is to abolish them altogether. I object 
to that policy. I think that proposals for universal 
levelling down are the worst of all propositions. 
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It appears to be such an argum~nt as a poor man 
would make to a. rich one, when he had given UI 
all hopes of becoming wealthy himself. " EqualitJ 

. is necessary for the welfare of the State. Get ri( 
of your prop~rty, and let us sit down and starv( 
together." I believe that in these matters, as iz 
everything else, confiscation is the worst proposa: 
that can be made, either as regards the Church 01 

the land. The grievance of the Irish Church is 
admitted on all hands to be a grievance of sentiment. 
It is well known that the Roman Catholic land
holders pay nothing, and the Roman Catholic 
proprietors pay little. towards the maintenance ot 
~he EstablishE!d Church; I do not wish to say that be
cause it is a sentimental grievance it is not one which 
may not deeply affect the feelings and the actions of 
a portion of the population of the country; but it is 
not one which affects her material prosperity. The 
Irish Church will never be abolished except after a 
long and desperate struggle. Those who cling to and 
su,pport it are men of influence and power, of strong 
religious feelings and infiexible principles. Justice and 
policy may demand a greater equalization of ecclesias
tical arrangements than now exists. But it was wisely 
said by the right hon. Member for Morpeth (Sir George 
Grey), that the Irish Church can never be over
thrown except by a revolutionary process-a process 
which will involve. all the evils of revolutionary change. 
If it is desired to make our Churches more equal in 
p~sition than they are, this result should be secured 
by elevation and restoration, and not by confiscation 
and degradation. The despoiled will always feel muoh 
more ~ggrieved than those who have lost nothing; and 
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1 am certain tha.t if so evil a day should come thata. 
British Statesman should stand victorions on the 
ruins of the Irish Church, he would have achieved 11 

triumph which would create few friendS to British 
rule in Ireland, and would not fail to alienateth& 
feelings and wound the susceptibilities. of the large 
and influential section of the community to whom we 
are bound by every tie of sympathy and interest. If; 
is now said, "Something mnst be done; "but I wish' 
to warn the House against embarking in a rash and 
. violent course, because a heavy cloud which will 
soon clear away now hangs over the land. We seek 
for no religious I).')cendancy nor party domination; 
but we do I).')k the House to support those who ~ 
Ireland have endeavoured, through stonn and sun", 
shine, to sustain British laws and British institutions; 
and h&ve ma.intained good Government and freedom 
in the land. There has existed among us for som~ 
time a desperate conspiracy, which has for ~ts object 
the- overthrow of British rule .and the dismember~ 
ment of the British Empire; but you ca.nnot extin
guish it by rl).')h and inconsiderate legislation, Do not 
imagine for a moment, however, that we think noUring 
can be done. We believe that, I).') long as there is SQ 

much poverty, so little industry"so great ~ amount 
of party strife and religious rancour, so long will 
there be evils to be remedied a.nd grievances to be 
redressed. Listen, therefore, to all complaints which 
are fairly made and moderately e~pressed: examine 
them carefully, and endeavour to discover whether 
they are well-founded or groundless; pass them by 
if they are bl).')eless-remedy them if they are subs
tantial; and above all,let us endeavour to do som~ 

23 
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thing more than We have hitherto done in the way 
of fostering a truly national spirit; for I believe there 
is no·mode in which we can appeal more forcibly 
and effectively to the feelings of the Irish people than 
by supporting measures and promoting objects which 
bear a national character and tone. But, though we 
should do all this, let us refuse-absolutely refuse--.
to change our laws or alter our institutions at the 
bidding of those who come among us from 80 foreign 
land to foment rebellion and civil strife. And if you 
look for support in Ireland herself, she will not fail 
you. There is a class ill Ireland-a daily increasing 
class-whioh comprises 'within its limits men of all 
creeds and of all shades of political and religious 
belief. It includes within its ranks all those who pos
sess the land, who direct the indUstry, and who, by 
their intelligenoe, character, and education, can pre
tend to guide anything that is sound in the public 
opinion ,of the country. The spirit of patriotism and 
love of country, as pure and as ardent as is to be 
found among any people in the world, animates their 
breasts. Their faoes are not turned towards the West; 
for in their oonscienoes they believe that every hope 
for their country or her advancement, for her wel
fare, her prosperity, . and her liberty is indissolubly 
bound up in British connection. They desire,~and, what 
is more, they -intend, that their sons should be, as 
they themselves and their fathers have been, sharers 
ip. your greatness and your glory, your freedom 
and your power; and though they will, with unswerv. 
Ing fidelity, cling to the prinoiples to which they 
have long adhered, their best and dearest hope for 
their country is, that the day may not be far distant 
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when, not by penal faws·or legislative restrictions,· 
but by the irresistible logic of oft-repeated and conti
nued facts, the whole mass of their countrynlen may 
be brought to acknowledge, and, in acknowledging, 
to appreciate, the countless blessings that a free Cons
titution pours on the heads of a. loyal and united 
people. 
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On the 30th of March 1868 Mr. W. E. Gladstone proposed the 
ResolutioJi regarding the Disestablishment and Disendowment 
of the Established Church in Ireland as one of the measures 
for pacification of that distracted. Country. An animated discus
sion ensued, such as had not been 'Witnessed fCYr years within 
the walls of Parliament. The adjourned debate was continued 
on the 2nd and 3rd April and the ablest men of both the Whig 
and Tory parties fought with desperate vigoul" and eneTgy. 
Mr. Gladstone triumphed. Lord Mayo who belonged to the 
Tory party defended the Establishment and opposed the 
Resolution in the following admiTable speech evincing great 
command and knowledge of the subject discussed. 

THE EARL OF M.A YO: The language with which the 
hon. Gentleman who has just sat down (MR STANI!-

P'ELD) concluded his speech, is the same as was uttered 
thirty three years ago in this House on the same sub-

o ject. Then, as now, this question of the Irish' Church 
had become a great party cry; then, as now, the parties 
in the State were ranged on either side, and the same 
words were used as now-namely, that the IrishChurch 
doomed. Since then the party opposite have been 
fora long time-during twentyeight years-in Office, 
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with majorities: sometimes large, sometimes .mode-
rate; but, either, from a disinClination to interfere 
with the matter, or from a feeling that the line laid 
down and the principle adopted in 1835 were untena.
ble, no action has been taken in the ,matter. I am 
rather reluctant to prophecy, but I believe it will be 
found in future times. when this question comes to be 
dicussed and better known than it is now. the same 
result will follow; and the Protestant Church in: Ire
land, though it may be reformed, improved. and 
a.mended. and rendered much more in harmony with 
the requirements of the country and the feelings of 
the people, will nevertheless, remain in its 'strength 
and in its purity. I am 'glad the hon. Gentleman who ' 
has just sat down did not repeat in the s~me terms 
the charges of inconsistency which have been brought 
against the Government by former speakers.' He 
seemed to admit what I think must now be . patent; 
to all. that the' policy of the Government' on this 
question is clear and defined, and that they 'believe 
it to be consistent with their duty, with the princi'" 
pIes they profess, and with what they think useful 
and good for the country, that they should oppose 
any proposition for the disestablishment or disendow
ment of the Irish Church. I heard, 'with some sur .. 
prise. one of the ablest dialecticians in this House 
endeavour last night, apparently with great pains .and 
labour~ to fasten upon, the Government the charge of 
inoonsistency in this' matter. He argued that -oUr 
course had been uncertain and vacillating; From the 
various speeches delivered on the part . of the Govern
merit; he tried to argue that the Government had 'jrqt 
forth an uncertain sound~ Now, I am not going to fo1-: 
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lOw the right hon. Gentleman the Member for Caine 
(Mr. Lowe) through all the variolll! events, speeches. 
and circumstances to -which he referred; but I main
tain that he utterly failed in proving that there 
was the smallest particle of inconsistency in the course 
adopted by the Government since the question was 
first mooted in public last year, when the Earl of DER

:BY, in the other House of Parliament, resisted the 
addition proposed by Earl RUSSELL to his Resolution 
in favour of & Commission_ Since then the conduct of 
the Governme nt has been invariably the same, _ and 
t.hey have ne ver lost an opportunity of declaring that 
it was their duty to maintain the Church _ of Ireland 
as an Esta.blishment, and to resist aJl attempts to disen
dow it. Ai!, a woof that they ent ertained this opinion, 
I-will adduce the fact that the noble Lord lately at 
the head of the Government agreed to the Commission 
moved for by Earl Russell, in the other House, on 
the distinct ground _.th~t the Commission was to in
quire into the position and revenues of the Establish
ment, with a view to see how any anomalies and ine
qualities could be removed, and how the property of 
the Church could 1:>e made more beneficial than it is 
at present.-With that new a Commission was appoint
ed, which, notwithstanding all that has been said 
against it, is, I think, a perfectly impartial one. No
body, I imagine, supposes that we ought to have 
lIelected to serve upon it avowed enemies of the Estab
lishment, and gentlemen who had strongly declared 
,heir adherence to the voluntary system. That would 
have been directly in opposition to the principles on 
which the Commission was appointed. So the Com
missioners selected. were five Gentlemen professing 
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Conservative opinions, and four Gentlemen professing 
Liberal opinions, all of whom had then a. considerable 
interest in the question, and all of whom, I believe, 
are perfectly competent to deal with it. Sir I feel 
convinced thai the Repo(t of that Commission, inite 
amplitude, in its importance, and its interest, will 
hardly ever have been excelled by the Report of any 
Royal Commission that Her Majesty has ever appoin
ted; and, I believe, that all that has been said with 
regard to the sufficiency of the information now at 
the disposal of the House ~ upon this subject is an 
entire mistake, and that you will find in the Report 
of this Commission an amount of information, and 
a. number of facts which are p~rfectly new, and which 
I maintain this House ought to be in possession of, 
and have time to consider before they can possibly 
proceed even to deliberate upon this important ques-
tion. The next event which took place was the speech 
which I made, and thewprds-imperfect words,I 
a.dmit, . but admitted to be quite suffioient for thei~ 
purpose-used by me when the motion of the hon. 
Gentleman the Member for Cork was before us. I 
then showed distinctly that, not only my own opinion 
but the opinion of the Government, was in favor of 
maintaining the Irish Church, and that it was part of 
our policy a.nd principles to resist any Motion for Dis
endowment. I strictly guarded myself against oppos
ing reforms or alterations which might tend to the im .. 
provement. of the Establishment, or to a more usefu 
application of its revenues; but I distinctly stated, with 
the assent I beleve, of every one of my Colleagues, that 
we should resist any attempt to interfere with the fun
damental principle of the Establishment. It .seemed 
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to me that thea.llegations of the right han. Gentle
man the Member for Ca.lne (Mr.Lowe) were entirely 
contradicted by his own words. He said, "Your con-. 
duct was vacillating;" yet, he adds, that my words 
seemed to challenge the step now taken by the party 
opposite. Now, what I said was not meant as a chal
lenge; but,.if it was to be taken as a challenge, and 
as an expression of opinion, which it was the duty 
of the party opposite immediately to· controvert, and 
obtain the judgment of the House upon, surely, it 
cannot be described as' in any respeot vaoillating or 
uncertain. Well, a Notice of Motion ,was given by the 
right han. Gentleman the Member for South Lanca--. 
shire (Mr. Gladstone). It was met by an Amendment 
whioh as I think, was perfeotly clear and intelligible. 
That AmendIDent embodies a statement whioh, I 
think, nobody will be able to controvert, whioh I be
lieve, events will prove to be true-namely, that it 
is not only iniproper but· impossible that the present 
Parliament can deal with the question. Surely, no 
one can say. that such an Amendment is proof of 
vacillation. Well, then, I come to the speech of my 
right hon. Friend, the Seoretary of State for the Home 
Department, whioh, if anybody could have had the 
smallest doubt on the subjeot, was quite suffioient to 
convince any candid mind what the ,opinions of the 
Government are upon this question. I am sorry that 
the right hon. Gentleman the Member for Oa.lne (Mr. 
Lowe)is not in his place, because, when he makes 
these charges of inconsistency. I cannot but reoolleot 
that, while he has been loudest in . this protestations 
against everything in the shape of Parliamentary 
Refol'Dl, he yet sat in two successive Governments 
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which were pledged to the principle of Reform-nay, 
more, which were always bringing in unsuccessful 
Reform Bills; and, I cannot but recollect, -too, that 
while he has always declared himself a strong enemy 
of the Irish Church, he still was, for many yers, a. 
Member of Governments, one of whose cardinal points 
of policy, as regards Ireland, was invariable resis· 
tance to the overthrow of the Irish Church. I say, 
then, that it comes with S.n extremely bad grace from 
the right hon. Gentleman; when he tries to fasten 
upon the Government an inconsistency which doe!! 
not exist; while, looking back upon his career, we soo 
in it all amount of incOnsistency which can hln'dly be 
attributed to any other public man. There is 'only one 
other point to which the right hon. Gentleman refer .. 
red the other night, and I will notice it in • a few 
words. He stated that there was a gross inconsistency 
in the conduct of the Government; becanse, while 
resisting the - attempt to overthrow the Irish Church, 
we propose to grant a. charter to a Roman Catholic 
University. The right hon Gentleman gave a discrip .. 
tion of that charter wholly contrary to the faots. He -
sa.i.d-that the Government proposed to ·place at the 
disposal of the Roman Catholio Bishops the whole 
education of the Roman Catholio laity in Ireland: 
Now, I contend that my proposition bears no resem
blance whatever to the description thus given of it by 
the right hon. Gentleman. It is very easy to describe 
a thing as it is not; to state· a thing as it was never 
intended to be, and then proceed to demolish it. That 
is precisely what the right hon. Gentleman did. The 
proposal made by the Government was one to estab.. 
lish a University in whioh the lay element would not 
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be' only str?ng but preponderant; in which the only 
ecclesiastical element was to be four prelates; and I 
must Bay that I think the right hoJ,l.. Gentleman paid 
a vary bad compliment to the independence and in
telligence of the Roman Catholic laity of Ireland if 
he thought that, because four Roman Catholic
Bishops were placed upon a certain body, therefore 
the whole education of the Catholic laity was to be 
placed in the hands of the Catholio prelates. I repeat, 
therefore, that th9 description of the institution which 
we proposed to found, as given by the right hon. 
Gentleman, was an entire misrepresentation, and that 
nothing of the kind was intended under this charter . 
.A great deal has been said to night as to the power 
of Parliament too dea.l with the present question ; and 
in the eloquent speech of the hon. and learned Mem
ber for Exeter (Mri Coleridge) I think a great deal 
of time was--I will not say-wasted, because no time 
can be wasted. in listening to anything which falls 
from him-but at all events, I think he expended a 
great deal of unneoessary foroe in proving that Parlia
ment had the power of dealing with the Irish Churoh. 
Now that power, as I understand, has never been 
denied; but we do say that the proposal now made 
is one greater, perhaps, than any that has ever been 
submitted to Parliament. When we' remember that 
it is now proposed for the first time to leave a con
siderable portion of the United Kingdom without an 
Established Church; that it is proposed, in addition, 
to confiscate property and revenues which for 300 
years; at the very least, have been in the possession 
of this body; when we remember that these revenues 
have been guaranteed to the Irish Churoh in a man-
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nar more solemn, I believe, than that in which pro
pertyhas ever been guaranteed to any other body 
corporate or any other private' individual in this 
country; when we see that this Establishment has 
been guaranteed by • th0 Oath of theSovereign~ by 
Acts of Parliament spread over the whole course of 
the statute-book, by contracts made, and ~repeated1y 
made, with leaders of great political parties on great 
political emergencies; remembering all this we say 
that a proposal to confiscate property and disestab
lish an institution guaranteed and sanctioned by 
aU thesf) securities is,perhaps, the most momentous 
step ever taken by the English Parliament. Without 
denying the right of Parliament to deal with the 
question, we say that it is a duty which, though not 
beyond its powers, will-tax those powers to the very 
utmost. One word now as to the mode in which this 
proposal is to be carried out The right hon. Gentle
man certainly claims for a Committee of this House 
greater power, and wishes to impose on it larger du
ties, than ever before were entrusted to it. His first 
Resolution, as I have said, embodies a proposal which, 
in its fundamental principles, subverts the Constitu
tion ofthe cowitry. Now, if the Constitution of the 
country is to be subverted, perhaps a preliminary 
Resolution is as good a mode of effecting that 'object 
as any other. As to the second Resolution, however, 
though I am no lawyer, and do not feel competent to 
discuss it, I, shoUld be very glad to hear some Gentle
man of the long robe get up and tell us how a. 
Resolution of a Committee of this House can contrQl 
and prevent the exercise of the Prerogative of the 
Crown. As to the third Resolution, it is the first time 
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that the Chairman of Committees has ever been 
invited to put a. Motion for an Address to the Crown 
from the table; and I think if the Resolutions were 
carried, it would puzzle you, Sir, to know how to deal 
with it. These, however, are points of comparatively 
slight importance. But the right hon. Gentleman, 
besides the disestablishment of the Church, propose£! 
at once to establish the voluntary principle in Ireland: 
'Now, I Jl).aint.ain that th~ voluntary system does 
not exist in Jreland in a:ny shape Or form, and that 
the three Churches there-the Established, the Roman 
Catholio, and the Presbyteri/ln-are to a grelJ.t extent 
in reoeipt of endowments from the State. The Estab~ 
lished Church is fully endowed. If the Oovernme:nt 
had not thoJfght SOJIle alteration in respect of her 
endowments ne.cessary, they would 1I0t have consent~ 
ed to an inquiry. The Presbyteria:n Church is also 
·endowed to a co:nsiderJlble extent by monies voted by 
this House, and the Oonsolidated Fund bore a large 
portio~, if not the whole, of the cost of ~ education 
of those who are destined for the priesthood in the 
Roman Catholio Church of Ireland. Now, I believe it 
was very much at the desire of the members both of 
the Presbyterian and . Roman Catholio Churches that 
money was granted out of the Consolidated Fund and 
voted in this House for the purposes of both these 
Churches, and therefore it does not lie in the n;l.Ouths 
of hon. Gentlemen, who desire :now to advocate the 
'Voluntary system as the rule for Ireland, to try to 
weaken the prinoiple of endowments. But I will go 
further, and say that the voluntary system, as applied 
to religious purposes, is most unsuited to the state 
of things in Irela~d. I am sure :no hon. Gentleman 
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will attempt to contradict me when I say that, of all 
. Christian people on the face of the globe, the people. 
of Ireland are the most religious, and that there 
a.re none among whom religious feeling and·religious 
observances enter more deeply into the habits of 
their daily life. There is no coldness orwanf of zeal 
among them. It is always stated by the advocates 
of the voluntary system that there is nothing w.hicli 
so much promotes religious zeal, but the voluntary 
system is not likely to be wanted in Ireland on that 
account. Ori the contrary, I believe that any system 
which would have the, effect. of bringing before the 
minds of the Irish people peculiarities of doctrinal 
teaching and controversy would not have a good:efi'ect 
upon the peace of the country; "and if you establish. 
the voluntary system in Ireland, . so far from promo- . 
ting the interests of true religion you will do nothing 
but increase· religious rancour and strife, and make· 
doctrinal differences a greater subject.of controversy 
than they have been hitherto. Sir, we want nothing· 
in heland which will increase the violence of contro~ 
viJrsy. What we want is a system, both in religion 
and Goyemment, that will soften those, asperities and 
heal those animosities which have so long prevailed. ' 
I believe that there is nothing which would so much 
tend to intensify all the prejudices . which exist and 
increase all the animosities which we deplore as the 
establishment of a complete voluntary system. The 
hon~ Member for Halifax (Mr. Stansf~ld) the other 
night quoted a Vf!Ey high authority on this subject, 
and I would advise hon. Gentlemen who doubt the 
truth of my remarks to turn to one of thE;l ablest books 
which has been Written outhe Irish Church-namely, 
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the work of Sir George Lewis----and he will find there 
the 88JIl6 opinion put forward in language far more 
powerful and eloquent than I could command. I do 
not. remember his exact words, but they come to 
this--that the tendency of the voluntary system is to 
l'eflect on the clergy the prejudices and antipathies of 
the most violent of their congregation; that in every 
co~try where it has been tried it has had this effect, 
that it has produced in the Protestant fanaticism, 
in the Catholio superstition, and intolerance in both. 
And the same opinions have been most ably advanced 
by Dean Stanley in a work published not long ago. 
I would remind the House that this voluntary prin
ciple, which it is contemplated to extend to Ireland, 
is sanctioned by no experience or authority whatso
ever. It does not exist at this moment to any extent 
in any country in Europe. It is quite true that it does 
exist to some extent in America, and tnat, no doubt, 
will be quoted as a precedent against me. But I would 
remind the House that the voluntary system there 
was coincident and coexistent with republican institu
tions ; it grew up with them, and became part and 
parcel of them. But because it has succeeded in 
America, that is no reason why it is likely to succeed 
here. I would ask Roman Catholio Gentlemen who. 
ther the voluntary system, as far as regards the pay
lIlent of their parochial clergy, has been altogether 
satisfactory or successful P I should be sorry to give 
any opinion of my own on this point; but I have 
often spoken to Roman Co.tholiogentlemen of high 
authority, and they have constantly admitted that 
the voluntary system In one respect has not worked 
well. The fact is that the parochial clergy in Ireland 
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are entirely drawn from one 'particular class of. people. 
Now, Ishould be very sorry to say that a clergy 
taken from. the lQwer ranks of the people ax:,e llot {is· 
useful, as devoted, and as pious as'those drawn from: 
a. higher rank; hut this I do say, I should ihink it 
a. very great misfortune if the clergy of my own 
Church were to come from one class, a.nd one class 
alone, and if there were not to he found in itl'! ranks 
representa.tives of all classes. In Ireland the clergy' 
are recruited principally :From the sons of small far
mers, .small merchants, and traders in towns; and 
if the son of a Roman Catholio gentleman takes orders 
he is almost, always to be found in the ranks of the 
regular clergy. Now, that which is admitted to be 
an evil by ahnost all Roman Catholics is, I believe, 
to be attributed to the voluntary system; and if you: 
had a Bystem of endowments you would find men. 
sprung from Ito - higher class in the.ranks of the paro-, 
chial and secular clergy. But when Roman Catholio' 
Gentlemen and those who profess to sp~k for them· 
stand up in this Rou-$e and profess themselves, in 
eloquent and almost violent terms, strong advocates. 
of the voluntary principle, I confess I listen to them. 
with astonishment, because I cannot conceive how, 
anyone who has made himself acquainted with the 
history of the Roman. Catholio Church can imagine 
for a moment that the voluntary principle forms any 
pm of thQ fundamental system upon which that 
Church has been esta.blished. Sir, I would remind 
the House that the Roman Catholic Chureh is a. 
Church of costly rite and gorgeous ceremonial; a 
Church whose votaries and disciples ha.ve thought 
it their duty to give to tp.eir religious worship every-
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thing that wealth could bestow or art deviCe. A 
Church of gorgeous and stately ceremonial can never 
be a purely voluntary Chnrch, and I believe that the 
Roman Catholie Church in Treland is in a. totally 
exceptional posi Hon. I believe that the Roman Catholic 
ChurCh' has been a Church especially of endowments. 
What has been the course of this Church in Ireland 
with reg~ to this particnlar qnestion· of endow
ments? Everybody knows that,atthis moment, that 
Church is aCquiring property with a rapidity I believe 
unexampled in . her history, and perhaps in the history 
of the world. We Protestants cannot but admire the 
piety and devotion which, in many instances, haTe 
thUs been shown, but I wonld warn Roman· Catholio 
Gentlemen and those who profess to speak thesenti~· 
ments of their Church, that they are 'running some 
danger iri. advocating principles of disestablishment 
and confiscation as they do now. rlook forward to 
the day when the Irish Roman Catholio' Ohuren, 
if she goes on amassing property for the next 100 as 
she has done in the last fifty years, will be endowed 
and . gifted with great wealth; . and· if that takes 
place, is it not ~probable that those great riches and 
endowments may at some not distant time attract the 
jealoUsy of a large and powerfnl party in this country, 
whose assistance you are now asking for the dis
endowment of the Irish Protestant Church, and 
who have always been the first to advocate and 
up~old fh:e· confiscation of Church property? I can
not conceive anything more propablethan that, 
at a time not very remote, not only the pClSsessions 
ofthe English Church may prove very attracti.e 
grQunds for putting in practice the principles of 
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thtt party, but that they will also. be applied to 
the possessions of the Roman Ca.tholio Churoh in 
Ireland. We shall then hear precisely the' same argu
ments-that these endowments are dangerous . to the 
State; that they are in' the hands of men who do 
not use them for the good of the people; and there
fore, that. Parliament has a right to step in and da 
what is called an act of justice in order to make a. 
better disposition of their funds. Sir, I am not ashamed 
in this House to advocate the principle of religious 
endowments. In that respect I follow in the foot
steps of Mr. Pitt, . Lord Plunket, Mr. Grattan, Earl 
Grey, Sir Robert Peel, and Earl Russell. Every one o~ 
'these advocated the principle of religious endowments 
in Ireland, as specially required by the cercumstari
ces of that country. Every one' of them constantly 
opposed the extension of the voluntary system to 
Ireland. That was admitted in the Appropriation 
Clause and in every great soheme ever bfought un";' 
der the attention of this House. Having thus stated . 
my opinion a.s to the .utter unsuitableriess of the 
voluntary system to Ireland, I would flsk your 
attention to the proposal which the right hon.Gentle
man has made. I admit that the right hon. 
Gentlem.an in his speeoh stated he did not think 
himself bound to submit to Parliament any detailed 
plan by which his proposal should be . carried out; 
but he did ta a certain extent shadow forth .what 
in his opinion, that plan should be. . There·. was 
one partioular, however-an' essential one-on whioh 
he gave us no information. He did not state what 
would be the proximate amount of •. the surplus 
on which he oaloulated. N OW~ it always Iltruck. 
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ine that in proposing and agitating this gteat 
soheme of confiscation those who advocated it are 
bound in the first instance to show the disposition 
they intend to make of the enormous property it 
involves. This has been valued at a sum rang
ing from £10,000,000 to £14,000,000; and they 
o.re bound to make a disposition of it more useful 
and likely to do more good than the present arrange
ment. The right hon. Gentleman has not vouchsafed 
to us his opinion on that subject; but we have 
had various opinions put forward. According to 
some this surplus should go to education in Ireland. 
Now, if there is one thing more lildy than another, 
to raise bitter and 'violent contention in that 
country, it would be the throwing down a large 
sum of money to be sorambled for under the head 
of education. The battle that would take place 
for this surplus to be devoted to education would 
in intensity and ascerbity be fifty times greater 
than now exists in regard to the Church. There 
is no subject on which there is a greater dif
ference of opinion, or on which that difference has 
,been expressed with . more acrimony, than that 
of publio eduoation. Then it has been suggested 
that the money should be devoted to the police 
of the country; but· I apprehend that such a 
proposal would hardly be seriously entertained. 
The . next proposal is to give it in aid of the 
'Poor rates, and, that would. relieve local taxation 
to a. certain extent .. Another proposal put forward 
by some of . the clergy of the Roman Catholio 
Church is that these funds should be capitalized 
. .and given to clergy of various denominations to-
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be disposed of in what they call alms~ I cannot' 
conceive' any proposal that would be more fatal 
to everything we desire to esteem or preserve in 
Ireland than such a proposal. Then another 
proposal was made, I think, by the hon. Mem'Qer 
for Finsbury (.Mr. M ' Cullagh . Torrens) that this 
large sum should be disposed of in . the improve. 
ment of land; and this seemed to meet' the 
approval of thehon. Member for Westminster 
(Mr. Stuart Mill )-that a large sum should be 
laid out in the purchase of est.ates, to be after
wards cut up into farms - that they should be 
improved, and the loss should be borne by funds to be 
derived from the revenues of the Established Church. 
The Government was to enter into a large specu
lative scheme connected with the land, and it was 
admitted at the outset that it would prove very unpro
ductive. These were the various schemes which have 
been broached; and'l believe that every one of them 
would create more heart-burning and ill-will than 
the existence of the Established Church is alleged 
to have- produced. The' scheme of the right han, 
Gentleman opposite (Mr. Gladstone), though 
rather hazily shadowed forth, was still lIufficiently 
precise to enable us to understand its meariing, 
and it really is· nothing more nor less than 8.' 

great scheme of confiscation. . The effect of the 
plan would be to leave two-thirds or three-fifths 
.of the property to the Irish Church. That would 
not be less than £8,000,000. By 'whom was this 
great sum to be disposed of? Under whose care 
.was it to be placed? Was it to be allocated 
·to the parishes 01' put into the hands of com .. 
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nllssioners P Or was it to be distributed among the 
clergy of the Church? Ii the right hon. Gentle .. 
man leaves £8.000,000 in the hands of the clergYt 
what becomes of his principle of equality? There 
is another question on which great anxiety must 
be felt by those who wish. to know how. this 
scheme of confiscation is to be earried out. Ii 
instantaneous in its operation, the oompensation to 
living interests must swallow up the great portion 
of the revenues. Ii you are to allow eXisting interests 
to die out and to effect changes on the death of 
those who now hold office, by then sequestering 
the. property of the Church, you will. get into almost 
greater difficulty. You profess to begin the voluntary 
principle in Ireland, and ~ow the members of 
the Protestant Church to make such arrangements 
as they may see fit for the celebration of worship? 
but, at the same time, you allow revenues to go 

_ to incumbents during their life-time, and so you 
render impossible any voluntary arrangement, because 
that neoessitates a large oonsolidation of parishes. 

, It would be perfeotly impossiblej acoording to the 
proposal made by the right hon. Gentleman, that 
this voluntary arr:mgement could be carried out; 
for "it would be impossible in the many districts 
where the number of Protestants is small, to secure 
olergymen of the character and education they 
desire: ThereforEl, it appears to me that, in this 
respect, the right hon. Gentleman's plan is not 
only cruel, but most ill-advised, and would prevent 
the coming on of that voluntry. system of which 
he is the advocate. The right hon. Gentleman's 
lioheme also contemplates a .large system .. of- com~ 
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pensation; and experience has taught the HoUse 
to look with' suspicion upon these great systems 
of. compensation. I quite admit that if this scheme 
is carried you must propose compensation, other~ 
wise you wonld do the grossest injustice. Let me 
remind the House what this compensation will 
amount . to. There are about 450 curates, most of 
them young men, who ought to be compensated 
for the loss of their future prospects. The . lay ad
vow~ons are nearly one-sixth of the whole number 
C?f.livings in the Church, and include some of the 
richest; and these woUld swell the compensation to 
an enormous sum. On what principle the right 
he)ll .. Geritlemancan reconcile compensating the lay 
proprietors of liVings with forgetting the interests 
of the: Church at large, I cannot understand. If 
the Church of Ireland' is to be got rid of, o;n 
every' principle of justice, you. are bound' to 'get 
rid of 'it, at once. 1£ you do not make the members 
of the ChUrch at once enter into voluntary 
arrlingements, you will commit the greatest possible 
injuStice'. As a member of that Church, I say, 
if -you' are determined to destroy it, it woUld be 
much better to execute it at once than, to put it 
to death by a lingering process. I have' never' 
used the" garrison" argUment, a.nd have never 
treated the Church as a garrison in: the midst bf 
the' people. On' the contrary, I believe that it 
is a position it has never assumed; it is' one it 
never ought to assume; but the .overthro,v of the 
Church will in many districts eradicate.. everthing 
in the shape of Protestantism. No doubt that 
result would recommend itself to many hon', Members 
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and to many people in Ireland; but who are the 
Protestant population P They are few, but they 
belong to a. peouliar class-one or two squires and 
a. few large farmers -in each district. These men 
are not able out of their own means to esta.blish 
the volunta.ry system, and the effect will be that 
these men will withdraw themselves from the 
country, and will abandon their estates. We have 
he31'd much of the evils of absenteeism; but the 
immediate effect of disendowment aud disestablish· 
ment will be to create such an amount of absenteeism 
as never has been seen before. Landowners will 
not sell their estates, because they will not for 
many ye31's sell at their nominal value, which 
will be furth.er depreciated by this change; but 
they will leave them to be managed by agents. 
They have families to bring up, and they have 
settled. in those districts on the faith that Parlia.. 
ment .. would maintain the Church that has been 
established so long; and those who know them 
best say that they would almost immediately with
draw from their estates. This class above all others 
is on terms of amity and good-will with the 
Roman Catholio population. The most ardent 
Catholio will not say that these men have in 
a.ny way made themselves offensive to the mass 
of the population. On the contrary, the~ influence 
has been salutary and good, and they have done 
more than any olher class to reooncile the people 
to. British rule. The removal of this olass under 
the proposed arrangements must inevitably result 
in serious evil. The other day _ a dinner was 
given to the right hon. Member for Lewes (Mr. 
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Brand), in testimouy to a course of conduct in this 
House wbicb, I am sure, every one on tbiS side of 
the House bigbly appreciates, and on tbat occasion 
the bon. Member spoke about the Irish Church. I 
quote it. as a specimen of the extraordinary miscon
ceptions which prevail in this country on tbis subject. 
Describing the Irish Church, he said-

"It is established against the will of the great body of the 
people ; it is maiDly supported by the labour of the many, 
who are poor, for the benefit of the few who are rich, It has 
no parallel, 80 far as I know, in the history of the WOrld." 

I cballege the bon. Member to show that the labour 
of a single poor man in Ireland is charged a single 
halfpenny for tbe support of the Irish Churcb. Tbe 
property ot tbe Church is not the property of the 
clergy or of tbe laity, but of tbe Church at large. 
It is derived entirely from the estates of the ricb, 
and if the Irish Church were taken away to-morrow 
not a single tenant in Ireland would bave his land 
cheaper, and not a single labourer would be called 
upon to pay a penny less than he does now. The bon. 

: Member also said tbe Irish Church has no parallel 
in the history of the world. I suppose be means it 
·has no parallel because it is not the Church of the 
majority; but in Wales a precisely similar state of 
tbings prevails. The hon. Member's third statement 
is that until tbis question bas been settled, disaffection 
will continue to exist in Ireland, and the country will 
remain in a chronic state of insurrection. [Mr. 
MONSELL : Hear, hear!] Tbe right bon. Member for 
.tbe county of Limerick cbeers tbat statement. No 
one knows tbe present state of tbe country better· 
tban I do, and I maintain that Ireland is not.in a 
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state of chronic insurrection. Insurrection has been 
tried, and has utterly failed. There is no sympathy 
with actual insurrection. I believe it will be imposssble 
to prove that that amount of disaffection and discon
tent which I admit .does exist to a great extent 
among- certain .classes of people can be tmeed to 
the existence of the Irish Church. The opinion 
that it can has been challenged over and over 
again in the course of this debate, and no, one 
has taken up that challege.' No one has attempt
ed to' prove that Fenianism and' disaffection 
have any connection with the Irish Church, although 
there have been many repetitions of the assertion 
that such is the case. No one has attempted to con
nect. the Irish Church with Fenianism; for the latter 
comes from America. If you take the speeches of the 
Fenians, you find that strong feelings !3f nationality 
pervade them all; the past wrongs of Ireland and 
the neglect of the Government are eloquently and 
forcibly described; Republican sentiments and prin
ciples are put forward; ha.tr ed te England is ,expressed 
in every shape and form, and even war with England 
is enforced as a. duty. But it is nowhere declared 
that the demolition of the Irish Church is one oftheir 
objects, or that its existence was one of their grie
vances. I would merely refer to a remarkable docu.
ment which was issued by the Roman Catholic clergy 
of the country of Meath. and in which it is declared 
that the church question is not so important as the 
land question-that the Irish Church might be 
u~eful for a party manreuvre, or for displacing a 

-Government, but that as for thinking that the Irish 
Church was one of the standing grievances of Ireland 
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it was an entire mistake. It has been said during 
this debate tha.t the existence· of· the EsfabllShed 
Church iss. standing grievance to-the Rom'anCatho
lies, in as much as i~ brings to thereoo1l9ctio~ of the 
Irish the times olthe penal laws, and when oppres.sian 
reigned from one end of the oountry to the oth~r. 
But let us sea what Mr. Mitchell says-

"But this, also, is all past and over. The very penal lawS; 
last relics of that bloody business, are with .the days b~fore 
the Flood. And, though it be -true that the mode of planting 
this Established Church of Ireland-fi~t, enthroning a whole 
hierarchy of Archbishops and Bishops and then importing 
clergy for the Bishops, and parishioners forthe clergy-was 
of all recorded apostolic missions' the, most preposterouS ; 
though the rapacity of those missionaries· was too exorbitant 
and their methods of conversion too sanguinary; yet now, 
among the national' institutions, among the existing forces 
that make up what we call an Irish nation, ,the ChUrch, so 
far as it is a spiritual Teacher, must pqsitively be reckoned 
its altars, for gene~ations; have been served by· a devoted 
body of clergy ; its sanctuaries thronged by our 'cOuntrymen; 
its prelates, the successors of those very Queen's Bishops, 
have 'been among the most learned and pious ornaments 
of the Christian Church. Their stories are twined with ou~ 
history, their dust is Irish earth, and their memories are' 
Ireland's for ever. In the little church of Dromore, hard by 
the murmuring Lagan, lie buried the. bones of JEREMY TAY
LOR; would Ireland be richer without that 'grave! in any 
gallery of illustrious Irishmen, USHER and 'SWlFT shall not be 
forgotten; Derry and Cloyne will' not soon le,t the name ' 
of BERKELEY die ; and the lonely tow~r of Cloug,b. Oughter il 
hardly more interesting to an Irishman as the ,place where 
OWEN ROE breathed his last sigh than by. th~ imprisonment 
within Its walls of the mild and excellent BISHOP of KILMORIi: . 
• it mea anima cum Bedello! ,When Irishmen consent tolet the 
past become indeed history, not party politics, ~nd begin to 
learn from it the lessons of mutual respect and tolerance, in
Ilted of endless bitterness and enmity, then, at last, this dis-

25 



tracted laD.d 8han see the dawn of hope 'and peace, and begin M 
renew her youth and rear her head among the proudest of 
the nations." 

. Now, Sir, we are told this proposal is made in the 
interests of peace.' •• The whole country sighs-mem
bers of aU class!ls and of all creeds-for nothing so 
much as peace; and I agree with my Right honor
a1>leFriend . t11e ~e~retary of State for the HOIDe 
Department that there is no sacrifice of opinion that 
he, or I, or any Member of the Government would 
not be prepared to make, short of an absolute abne
~atio.n of principle, to secure even partially a result 
)!Qmuch desired. But we do not believe' that these 
:a~solutiona Me . oa.lculated to carry peMe to helarid, 
I believe that the struggle which the right hon. 
Gentleman has initiated in renounoing all his former 
'opinions will be both fierce and long. I believe that 
no one will benefit by it but the bitterest enemies 
of Ireland; and that its effect will be to divide .the 
country into two hostile camps. It will tend rather 
to the aggravation of the animosities, ill-feeling, 

• and. religious ranco.ur which are already too rife, than 
to the promotion of contentment and peace~ The right 
hon. Gentleman says that the hour haa arrived, and 
that he is only obeying the call of duty. I can only 
say that it is most unfortunate that that c:ill of duty 
should have sounded at the preoise moment when 
otall others, forthe first time during thirty-five years, 
~t is physically impossible tha.t any advance can 
be made in dealing with the question. There h&ll 
been no moment, perha.ps, in our Parliamentary 
history when, it :was so entirely impossible to dea.l 
with the Irish Church. There is already so much 
ltuilinellirbefQrl the· Houee, bUllineu that mWlt be 
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tra.nsacted, if L\t the early part oC next year you wisk 
to appeal to the new oonstituencies~ that there is 
sC:J.fcaly suffioient time left for us to get through it; 
Nor ca.n I believe that this Parliament, which is se 
ioon to cease to exist, is a. body that can satisfactorily 
ciea.l with this questi~n. I do not deny that it possess-
8S the right; but I maintain that the time is mos~ 
inopportune, an d it will be impossible for a Parlia
ment with so much already todo, to deal with a; ques
tion of this sort with any probability of suocess . .A. 
question of such magnitude cannot be settled with
eut an appeal to the people, and your expression of 
opinion will in no Wily be binding on the next 
Parliament. I oppose this Motion because I believe it 
to be premature, because I think it will lead to much 
strife, and because I know that you have not the 
information necessary for the discussion of a. subject 
which, in my opinion, could not in any case be 
Ia.tisfactorily settled during the present Session. I 
feel it my duty, therefore, in common witli my 
Colleagues, to give my opposition to Resolutions 
which I cannot but regard as. factious and mis
(JhieTolllI 



. LAYING THE FOUNDATION STONE OF THE 

. BOMBAY UNIVERSITY~ 

A few days !liter 1;he arrival of Lora Mayo at Bombay, the 
ceremony of laying the foundation Stone of the Bombay trnlversity 
took place-After the Revd, Dr. Wilson ·the Vice-Chancellor, 
and Sir Seymour Fitzgerald the GovernQr of Bombay and Chancellol! 
of the University had addressed the noble gathering of Natives and 
Europea1lll. EARL MAYO, who en rising was received with loud. applause 
said:- .. 

May it please your Excellency, VICE-CHANCELLOR 
OF :rIlE BOMBAY UNIVERSITY,MEMBERS OF THE SENATE, 
GRADUATES AND UNDER GRADUATES :-1 thank you 'Very 
much for having given me this opportunity of express_ 
ing the feeling of deep satisfaction which I entertain, 
at being present to-day, and also to assure you how 
deeply I feel, and how privileged I am, 1n being permit
ted on this, my first occasion of meeting a public assem"; 
bly, to take part in so interesting a ceremony. Gentle
men, I believe that we inaugurate to-day the founda'; 
tion of a building which will be, ere long, a centre 
temple of literature and science for Western India 
and, I believe, founded as it is under such auspices 
being a continuation of the labours which have hitherto 
been so successful, that we may anticipate that its 
foundations laid to-day will give a fresh impetus to 
those objects for which it has been founded, and in 
which it has for a considerable number of years so no .. 
bly succeeded. Gentlemen, here will be held open tQ 

1 -
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the inhabitants of Western India the opportunity of 
studying the classics of tlie ancient world; and here 
will be given to them the rewards and prizes for profi
ciency in mathematical studies. Here, too, will be offered 
to them inducements to study that healing art which 
has been so well described as being the most blessed 
of all arts i and here will be laid open to them the 
hooks and laws which wise and prudent men, from 
generation to generation, have devised for the best 
government of mankind. And here will be instruction 
offered in tha.t branch of science which qualifies man to 
take a part in the planning and construction, of those 
great works of public ntility, which here in India 
I believe, we are only at the commencement of. Gentle
men, such objects as these commend thetnselves to 
every libetal and enlightened mind. and I cannot but 
believe that the establishment of thiS building and the 
fUither development of the labours of this University 
will result, and can result, in no other end than the 
development of the social, moral, and intellectual posi
tion of the inhabitants of this vast continent.(Applause.) 

His Excellency"then descended from the dais to where "the stone 
was suspended from shears, over which floated the Royal staDdard, and 
having spread the mortar, ordered the stone to be lowered. He then 
teated it With the level and plumb line and "found that the stone 
was firm "and true," and declared it ''to be -well and trnly laid." 
There were deposited under the foundation stone" the following :-

Copy of last ~me..c Gawu; Ti",u of Ind,a; BfJfllbay 
GaWU ;!lu1u Praloal; Natire Opi""'''; lW$ Goftar; BfJfllbay SIAfIt
macAtw; 'University Calendar, 1868-69 ; the current coins of British 
India, both silver and copper, and an English sovereign; also a eoppE'r 
plate, with the names of the Chancellor, Vwe-Chancellor, Syndicate 
and Registrar engrlLved thereon. The company dispersed &tar hearty 
cheers had been given for His excellency the Govemor and the Earl and 
the Countes. of JIlayo. 



CALCUTTA UNIVERSITY CONVOCA~ON.'. 

SA~URDAY, 27TH F~RUABY,186a 

A CONVOCATlOX of the Calcutta University was held at the ToWll 
Hall, on Saturday (27TH FBB) Hill Excellency, EiRL,1lAyo presidin~ as 
Chanceffior, 'W. S. Seton-Karr, Esq., as Vi_chanellor. The Fellows 
numbered. Btrongly, and the. bodY' of the' Hall WII& closely crowded. 
After the. presentat.ion' of the graduates for their degrees, and the Vice,. 
Chancellor had finisl!.ed the delivery of hie eIa,bora~ and eloquent 
address :-

His Excellency the Viceroy addre~{) the assembly. 
He said:"7 

ME. VlCE-CHA.N~LLOR, S1l:N~'1'ORS, ,GRADUATES. 

AND UNDER-GRADUATEs OF THE VNIVE:u.sITY of CAL
cuTu,Lmms AND GENTLEMEN,-I rejoice most sincere
ly tha.t I did not. accede to the suggestion made by 
your Vice-Chancellor, with more modesty, I think, than 
discretion, that r should take a leading part in the 
proceedings or this da.y. Had I acceded to that sug
gestion, you would not ,have had the 'opportunity of 
hearing one or the most eloquent and appropriate 
addresses that has ever been delivered on. such an 
occasion. 

Gentlemen, I can assure you that I appreciate 
most deeply the privilege of having heard that address. 
I am sure I express the sentiments or all present when 
I say that we feel deeply indebted to our Vice-Chan ... 
cellor, for the able and interesting oration which he 
'has just delivered. There is one subject, however, to 
which I cannot refrain from alluding, and that is to 
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express to you on this, my' first appearance in public 
since my assumption of the office of Governor-General, 
what satisfaction it gives me to concur in thos'e rich and 
elo9;U~I;1P 'ph.rases with which the Vice--Chancellor re
ferred to my eminent predecessor. 'l'hese remarks, 
I am sure, went home to'all your hearts, and I believe 
that if the Vice-Chancellor had been gifted with even 
inore eloquence than that which he has displayed to-day, 
in describing the great qualities of that distiltguished 
man who has lately left our shores, 'he'might have said 
much more with the entire concurrenee of every person 
in this assemblage~ 

It would be presumptuous in me then to attempt 
to add' anything to those nea.rktirring words, and I 
will only say, .speaking in the presence of many who 

, knew him well, that an honester man, or one who was 
more determin~d' to do what was right, never filled the 
high post of Governor~General than Sir John Lawrence; 
l3ut-why should 1 pursue this subject further? 

His signa.l deeds and prowe!lII high 
Pemand no BOunding eulo~. 

Ye saw thOle deeds-

Why should his praise in ""rae be sung r 
The,na.me that dwells on eve17 fIongue' 

No minstrel needs." 

Gentlemen, it would certainly be out of place here 
in ade.ressing such an assembly, were I to attempt to 
dilate upon that which you all thoroughly appreciate
namely, the inestimable advantages of education. Were
I to do so, I could only repeat that which has been said 
far better that I could say it, a thousand times before. 
It is indeed especially unnecessary when I see before 
me so. many who have drunk. deep of the immortal 
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spring. and have found its wa.teI1l sweet. I have little 
doubt that all the young men who hear me now, have 
discovered, in a. greater or less degree, that learning 
brings with it its own exceeding great reward. The 
numbers in which they are assembled, and the toil 
which they must have undergone in obtaining their 
honors and degrees, show how deeply they appreciate 
the boon which has been placed within their reach. 

There was a time, Gentlemen, when doubts would 
have been entertained as to the prudence and expe..
dieneyof offering to the natives of India a wide-spread 
system of national education, nor were these doubts 
alone confined to India. 

Many there were in past times whoheld ........ and 
even men of authority and knowledge wire known to 
express such an opinion-that the. indiscriminate dif .. 
fusion of education might have the effect of weakening 
Government-of making the rich and the great more 
overbearing and more oppressive, and the poor more dis
contented with their lot. But I believe that these 
notions belonged to the fossil era. of thought. ~ they 
a.re still entertained by any number of persons, their 
fallacy is so. well ascertained that the holders of them 
content themselves with impressing their views on their 
friends in private. Gentlemen, the course that has been 
taken in this country, with regard to this great ques
tion, was taken fur no political· object. Those great and 
wise men, who at no very dista.nt time· established that 
system, from which, though still in its infancy, you have 
already so. mucli. benefitted,. never waited to consider 
whether what they were doing would strengthen or 
weaken the hands of the Government.. They believed· 

. th~t ~~ 5?g~r !~~ ~~~~.~! ~cquiring ~n~!~edge ~~ !~~ 
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inhabitants. of this great continent was a sacred and a 
paramouut duty, and they went forward in their work 
without fear or hesitation. T~ your fellow-subjects of 
the United Kingdom, Parliament a.nd Government have 
made the most strenuous exertions·!o extend the means 
of diffusing knowledge, and to enlist em the side of 
education the sympathies of the entire nation. To 
you the-same advantag€s have .been given, and as nearly 
as possible the Same system' has been established in 
your Schools, Colleges,. and Universities, as is in opera~ 
tion at home, the determination on the part of your 
mlers being to do in this matter what is right, and 
to leave the results in the hands of God. But be that 
as it may, I can frankly say, as the chief administrator 
of a government that walks in the light of day, and 
courts publicity for' all its acts, that we fear not any 
investigation that the lamp of knowledge may cast 

• upon our path\ Compare your laws-the laws by which 
you are governed-compare them with tooS6 which 
have been devised by sages and learned men of every 
cla.~s, creed, and age, and. say-"Are they not good ?" 
Read history, and contrast the system of government 
under which you live with those which, fop' centuries, 
have existed ill. this country. Does the present system 
rose by comparison? Look to the great works which 
are being daily carried on aroUond you-works by which 
the' life-giving stream is carried to the doors of the 
homes of the poor-works by which communication by 
signal, by letter, or in person have been accelerated in· 
a manner that is almost fabulous! Think on all these 
things, and consider whether education will not enable 
you to apprecia.te the system which has produced sucIr 
:results! Can we whose proudest boast is, that durillg 
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~r existence as a pation, we ,have been' ,the pionem
of civilization and progress .inevery corner of the 
wo:rld-can we dread the increase of knowledge, or the 
development of learing 1 No, Gentlemen, we offer yQU 
all these great facilities for the acquirement of kno,v~ 
ledge, and invite you to accompany us on our course, 
unconditionally, freely, willingly, unhesitatingly, and 
ungrudgingly. At the same time I am not withou~ 
hope that perhaps in the establishment of the Sc400I~ 
the College, and the University, we may be weaving a; 
golden band which may bind in: closer union the 
'subjects of our Queen, be they dark or fair, whether 
they reside in the East or the West, or are members of 
those communities which are now bursting into life in 
the islands of the Southern Seas. 

Graduates and Under-Graduates of the University 
,of Calcutta, hesitate not then to advance with energy 
and spirit on the course that is opened 'to you. Let not 
your studies terminate with your academic career; 
keep-carefully keep-throughout your lives all that 
you have won with 80 much labor and toil; let no 
business or pleasure in after-life deter you: from main~ 
taining actively the studies by which you have already 
won distinction and honor, and whether you are des
tined for a professional career or a Tife of compar.ati~e 
ease believe me that, by continuing your literary or 
scientific pursuits, you will provide for yourselves 
the greatest pleasure of your manhood, and the Dest 
solace of your declining years~ , 

But, ,Gentlemeri~ in: aU 'the' pride pf intelleCtual 
attainment-:and ,you hav~ every right to .pe proud. 
'of what you havedone:-remember one great, truth
that virtue is above knowledge/ and that honor if: 
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greater than learning. Y QU may depend upon it that, 
for the futur~. me~ will look with the deepest . interest 
and th~ keellest curiosity· on the influence that the 
leS$ons, which you have learned in the University 
of Calcutta, wW have on you:r futUre lives. 

ShQw .. the~, to the world that study has given 
you power to appreciate. to their full value, truth, 
honesty, and courage~QW to the world that to be 
leal"J1.ed is also to be goQd~show to the worM that 
haviBg c.onquered so many and great difficulties in the 
ac'luirement. . of knowledge, you have obtained also 
comz,nand over you:rselves. for it is ..... 

Virtue only gives us bliss below 
AIId all OUl" knowledge is ouraelTeB to know. 

(Applause.) 

Sl'EEOR AT THE LAMARTINIERE COLLEGE" 
CALCUTTA. 

The aJPI~_ dis\ribuUon of p1Ues, to the girls and boys of ibia 
Institution took place on. the ~of Frida,.. the 16th Dec 1870 
His Excellency the Vietn:OJ p1'eSid,ing., The School rooms ha4 been 
decorated with unusual ,care and taste.!'IId were bright with.evergreena 
and flowera. Among those present WIn most o{ the Governors incIu
c!in& 3ir·R, Tmnple, General Norman, The Hon'ble B; lL Ellis also 
Il.Q.Q'l1JIlt lIaior Bourke, Hon~rJ. F. s.; ChaPIIIIIIl; Hugh Sandemaa 



1370.) LAMARTINIERE COLLEGE. 

Esq, 'and other friendaof the institqtion. After the prizes haa. b~eIl 
given, including two for the encouragement of handicraft, His Ex,. 
cellency rose and addressed ,the scholars and their _ friends as 
follows :-

MISS CROW, MR.- ALDIS: AND' PUPILS. OF THl!1 

MAR'TlNEIRE, I can assure you it gives one the greatest 
pleasure to meet you here to-day, to see you aU IOQking 
so healthy happy and well, and' to observe. the progress 
that both Girlg and boys are making in. their studies. 

The Martiniere has a great advantag~ Qver many 
other such institutions in this, thatfrom'the munifi~ 
cence of General Martin it enjoys a considerable and 
and secure endowment. This fortunate circllmstance 
confers much benefit on you all) for it gives to the' 
institution a degree or solidity and firIIlilless which 
is of the greatest possible advantage.' It enables 
those who are charged with its conduct to carryon 
from year to year a similar and uniform system o~ 
discipline and instruction. Thus_the experience of the 
past is not lost be~ause those who c'ontroi your affairs 
know that they have the.means of carrying them on" 
surely and steadily, and they can inaugurate improve~ 
ments with the full knowledge that time and opportu 
nity will give them a fair chance of suecess. 

I am glad to see, from information which has been: 
lately supplied to me by Mr. Aldis and Dr. Macna. 
mara, that the solidity by which this institution is· 
characterized is adopted in the form of instruction 
that is given, and that the object of those who govern 
"the Martiniere" is to establish within its wall such 
'a system of -education that will not produce the poor 
exotic' results of cramming, but will give to you all a 
!IOund general al\d, useful edu.ca.tion. sucll as will, enapl~ 
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you in after life to fulfil the many and va.rious duties 
which you will be called upon to perform. 

Now I think that in adopting such a system as 
this, for such an institution, great wisuom has been 
f!lhown, a.nd though perhaps some brilliancy of lWhieve
lIlent is sacrHiced and the boys may not be a.ble to win 
the glittering prizes that are a.ttainabla under other 
circumstances, still we lhay be confident that in after 
life you will reap the more solid fruits of the system 
which Mr., Aldis tells me is pursued here, the great 
object being to enable you to remember what you have 
learned. 

With that view I am told that a certain 
change in. the ordinary practice of examinina.tion has. 
been attempte4 by your Head. Master, and that he 
iI! endeavouring to establish a. system that will 
test the general proficiency of the students more 
than precise exa.mination in any particulat line has 
done. 

I am told that a sJ1item is now being tried where
by the ex.amination of the year is not confined as it is 
in ordinary practice to the class books of the year but 
that those b09kit~r~ for the moment laid aside- and 
the ordill~y exaD;linations are conducted; more with 
regard to the subject t~ which those class boob relate 
than to the particular special contents of the books 
themselves. 

The system is somewhat novel but at the same 
time it has great merits. It has for its end the attain
ment of a great object and it will be interesting to ob. 
serve :what its result will be. It will at aU events have 
the effect of conferring academic rewards and distinc-. 
tions upon those who ha~e Qene~tted most by a long 
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course of study and wha ha.ve acqurred the more solid 
results of "knowledge. 

I am. 'glad therefore that it has been· decided tG 
gi-ve my pr~e which I had the pleasure of offering this 
evening to a boy in the school who has exhibited ac· 
cording to the opinion of those who reeommended hini 
the grea.testgeneralpronciency and the best conduct 
and "Who has. .1 am happy to hear, by nis example, 
ltis industry 'and good behaviour exercised a 'useful 
nHuence over his fellow pupils. 

But while this excellent system of instruction is 
)eing carried on, it 'is gratifying to see that it does not 
)revent a boy from advancing to the lUgher walks 
)f knowle<Ige and I rejoice to hear 'that one 'of the 
;tudentsbelonging to the school has lately obtained 
the Gilchrist scholarship which is one of the most vaJ.u~ 
Lble 'pi-izes:awarded to Indian scholars and which ('as 
.twill bring to him. ·,£150 a year) has -enabled him 
1;0 proceed to England to pursue his studies there. This 
is ;most creditable to the institution, and ought to be an 
incentive to the 1>oys to endeavour to follow such a. 
good example. 

Jl know that great difficulties in this country have 
to be encountered in carrying out these and all similar 
ohjects, but I believe that 'by a steady adherence to 
fixed and sound principles, by exercising constant inHu
enceov.er the habits and conduct of the pupils, it will 
be found that 'there is nothing to prevent such an ins
titution as this from contributing as much to the suc
cess in after life of the boys and the girls who are edu
cated here, as similar establishments do 'in 'every coun
try in 'the world. 

I 'am glad to hear from the Head master,that in 
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the pursuit of knowledge among the boys the practice 
of manly exercise has not b~en forgotten and now that 
the cold weather has set in. and that cricket and other 
healthful games are taken to vigorously a.nd further 
th~t you have gone so far as to essay something in row
ing I can only say that if without interfering with the 
"C!ourse of st.udy a certain portion of time can be devotea 
to these manly pursuits, it will greatly condliCe to 
yonr health and strength and to your success in 
after life . 

. I ani glad to hear that the Head Master says that 
the first few attempts in rowing on the River have been 
successful, but one difficultyI am afraid oCcurs and 
that is that the School has not got a boat of' its own. 
Well I can. only say that I think Lamartiniere ought 

. to "paddle her own canoe." I shall be most happy to 
present the School with a. Boa.t which I hope will induce 
you to practice constantly that most· excellent and 
manly exercise (loud cheers. ) 

It is the practice in our youth of those games and 
exercise that make Englishmen what they are. A Bri
tish School boy is only half a British School boy if he 
cannot walk, jump. ,run, and climb, and if the Chief 
justice and '1;he Head Master were not here, I might 
add knock down any fellow who had really insulted 
him. ( laughter and cheers). . 

I am glad to have an opportunity on the palt 
of the Governols of returning· their thanks to the 
acting Governors .who have taken so much interest 
in this Institution and to whose constant attention 
and care the School owes so much. 

It might be invidious to specify names but I know 
that :Mr, Justice Phear has for years devoted much 
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time and attention to this Institution Clnd has been 
ably seconded in his efforts by the Re-vd. Thomson, 
Yr. Schalch and others. . 

I feel sure that the sight that ihey have witnessed; 
here this evening and which they constantly witness 
in their ordinary visits must amply' rewaa-d them: tor 
any time spent or efforts made by them ineo~triblii .. 
ing to. the sU:ccess of "Lamaniniere." 

To the practical exertions of th~ Secretary Dr} 
Macnamara we .are also greatly indebted, and '1 myself 
can bear testimony to the go()d .advice he is always 
ready to give and to the frank and open manner in 
which he is always prepared to do every thing' he can 
to contribute to the welfare of the schoo1. 

. I am sorry to Lear that the present Head Mis~ 
tress Miss Crowe, to whom the institution' owes so such> 
is not going to remain much longer here. Unde~ the' 
peculiar circumstances of last year the" gchool il!t~ 
much indebted to her. For many years she took ': 
charge of the education and Instruction of 'the 
Girls, and after a long period of' labor, l'esigned~ 
Sbe was however requested by the Governors to 
return to her post for a short time last year when: 
they were placed in considerable difficulty by the un
expected l'esignation of the last Head Mistress, and I 
believe I am only expressing -the opinion of all Wh9' 
nre interested in the welfare of ''Lamartiniere'' when' 
I say that in taking that course Miss. Crowe has con- ' 
ferred a great benefit upein the Girls (cheers) ;tnd 
further that when she retires into private life. that· 
she will look back upon the many years she has spen~ 
here with feelings of the greatest satisfaction, for she 
must be aware that there are many women in variou" 

2 
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parts of India who owe their fortunate position in life 
to th~ ~e ~nd ~~ction which .they ~eceived a.t her 
hands, while they were pupils inthe Institution. 

We'are a.lso fortunate in having secured the 
~rvices of 'so eminent a Scholar as the Head Master.' 
Havipg passed through an academic ~eer of great, 
distinction he has now taken charge Df the Yartiniere 
:Boy~ School. Though he has left his own country and 
has come to labor in a. strange land I feel sure he will 
be .a~ply :rewarded for any sacrifices he has made by 
seeing .. his efforts seconded by thDse whom he' has 
under his charge a.nd I k.now the best tok.en and the best 
return the Boys can make for his attention, constant 
advice and caw will be to exhibit a willip.g industry 
ill their studies, to take his advice and show their 
confidence in him as their master. 

, . To all,the Pupils I would say then, take every 
advantage of the privileges that are ofiered to you 
wit~in these walls, lay the good advica you receive 
here to ronrheart, let the sound instruction and 
kno·.dedge that you are acquiring sink deep into your 
D}inds, aLd you mil find that whatever career of life 
Yim follow in the future it will serve you well, and if 
ever any of you here-after are tempted to commit a 
bad [let, ask, rouBelves whether the p~rformance (Ie 
tha.t act is in accordance with the instruction or the 
advice you )"e::ci.e,iin. "Lamartiniere"and if you 
coma to tIlC cOJ:dusion that it is Dot I hope and 
bdieve that you will not oommit it. (prolonged 
Cheel'f,) 

The hoys were evidenUy much taken by the frank and cordial 
tonE' ,0:. Iiis Exee:leucy's remarks and the hearty appreciation he 
Eh.ewed of, echool b.'1 nat~ and school boy tfe. The generous and 
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mlexpected offer to present a boa.t to. the Sc'hooIClub·evoked pro':. 
longed and enthusiaiic cheering and. we shou1d say there ia littlQ 
danger of the naIlle'" Mayo" being forgotten at L9.marUniei-d. 
Those parts also of His ExCellency's Bpeech which 'referred to' th~ 
present Officiating Head Mistress. of the Girls SchoolMisa Crowe. 
were received with hearty applause by both boy& and Girllf. At tho 

'conclusion of the Viceroy's speech the' national anthem: wall sung '; 
and in response to a few words from the Hcad Master the' bOys'repea~ 
ed their. energetic and reiterated cheers for their President. His Excel
lency tl1en procee4ed to the Dining· Ha.ll ,where the P~e. <JrawingtS. 
were laid out on one IIf the ta.bles and aftepv3.\'dlj looked oven this 
Theatre room and stage with which he exprellSed his g~t sat!efa.cUII 
.The proceedings ~hen terminated. . -

--

OPENING OF THE GOA,LUNDO EXTE1~n:lI01i 
OF THE EASTERN BENGAL RAILWAY. 

THII: 31ST DltcEMBEB. 1870, 

ON Saturday, a special train left' Sea.ldah a.t '10 A. M. with'~ 
number of the railway officiais, and a distinguished Ilo~pany o~ 
guests who' had been invit'ed to be present at the: opening of the 
E. B. Railway line to Goalundo. Among the 'latter were Majot. 
General Norman, Colonel Ta.ylor, Colonel Stra.ehey, and alal'ge num. 
ber of officials 'of the Pllblic Works, Department; 'Fhe' train 
stopped on. its way at Jagotee, to take up the Viceroy and' 
party, who had proceeded to that place' the day previous on '~ 
pigsticking excursion. The special next· stopped 8.t the Gorais 
bridge, where some time Wail occupied in minutely inspecting the 
bridge. It is needless to speak of the great triumphs of engineering 
skill represented in this bridge. Suffice it. to say, that the "ridge 
itself is of iron, and' has seven spans of ~85 feet each. It is sup: 
ported in cylinders soine hundred feet long, and 120 rons in weigh4 
,Pt1 the grouwi, whill! inspecting thE! bridgel ~Jl.eopportunity wa 
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:taken of showing the Viceroy a model of the future lJooghly biidge 
/lfter which the party r\lllumed their journey. ,The traUi then proceed
!I'd to Goalundo, on arrival at which place the party embarked 'in a 
oIItea!!ler, and jnspected .. point in the river where the Brahmahpo9tra 
:and G;wges are coHuent. 'l'he party J'6turned to the Goo.lund~ station, 
;Which was neatly 4!lcorated for the occasion. An e:sceIlent dinner was 

, ~h.en s .. t Q,OWll to, to whi~ all present did ample 'justice. At the con
plusioll. pi. the J"epast--

Mr. PBES'I'4G1ii{Agent E. B. RaiIway) proposed the health of Hei' 
iMajesty the Queen. The toast was COI'dia1Iy ftSponded to. 

Mr. PRBSTAGE again rose, and, lJJ proposing ,the health 9f the 
Viceroy, said :-Your Excellency and Gentlemen,-Early in 1864. I 
:recommended to my Board of Directors to extend the Railway to this 
point, that we might have unbroken communication between the banks 
of the Brahmahpootra and Calcutta, and with the shortest possible 
mileage, The proposition was warmly supported by the Government 
of India, and, towards the close of that year, I had the pleasure of 
accompanying Mi. Leslie and his staff to this country to carry out the 
\York. (Cheers). That they have done some work, and done it right 
well, too, Your Ex~llen01 and Gentlemen haTe had an oppwtunity of 
,udging for yourselves j-a.D.~ if liaving had the satisfaction of seeing the 
work we have all taken so much interest in for many years inaugurated 
by H~ Excellency, and having had the privilege of bringing His Ex
cellency thus far into Eastern Bengal, and to the conHuence of two of 
the most nohle river in the world-indeed, I may say Her Majesty's 
l'1ominiollS-I have the honour which falls to very few of proposing, 
l1o~d ~o, such, ~. ~bly, the health of the Viceroy and Governo~. 

,(leneral, of I~9i~(C'feers.) 

His E~cE~cr LORD MA,YO sai~ :-Mr. Pres., 
tage and Gentlemen,-...It must be 1I\0st I'illtisf~ctorJ 
to all here to be present on so iI\teresting an occosion. 
when a. great undertaking like that of the Eastern 
Bengal Railway has we may say, approached-in 
deed actqally arrived 'at completion. (Cheers.) It 
JIlust ,be tnost' gratifying to many of the gentlemen 
"'~om I see he~e arou,n~ me, who hav~ tc,ken. so 
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many yea.rs so distinguished a part in its con~ 
struction to find that now, after ~omany years of 
labor, this grea.t underta.king ha.s been brought to so a. 
happy a. termina.tion, a.nd that, so fa.r as the future can 
be looked into, it bids fair to be one. of the most suc
cessful Railways in India. (Cheers.) When this Goa~ 
lundG Extension was first urged by Mr. Prestage 
and hisco11eagues in 1864, I believe it .. met 
with a. certain amount of opposition, but itt was 
warmly supported by the then Lieutenant:"GovernoJ: 
of Bengal, Sir Cecil Beadon, who saw at once 
the very great benefit which the extension of 
the line to this place would confer upon this and 
the surrounding districts. After a.11 objections were 
got over, the scheme wa.s sanctioned, and· finally 
approved by the Government of India and by the 
Directors and the Secretary of State. I think wh.at 
we have seen to-day must, show the wisdom of _ 
the conclusion which was then arrived at, for. an,y 
one who has had the pleasure, as we have hadto-day. 
of passing, even for a. few moments over the bosom of 
those magnificent rivers, cannot fail to see that, per
haps, there is hardly in Her Majesty's dominions, & 

position more favourable for the development.of a; 

great trade than this pa.rticular spot upon which 
'We stand (cheers) ; a.nd, Gentlemen, when we think of 
the great rivers which meethere---when we think of 
the thousands·. of miles which the aftlnence of those 
great streams have traversed, rolling, as they do, from 
north-east and <west, some o( whose sources are still un ... 
known, and are to this day a. subjecto£ debate among 
geographers-whether .they come; or do not come, from 
tho et\stern. slopeS' of the .Himal~ya.::!, ~r rise upon 
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t Lis side of the. mighty chain. :Be this as it may, 
on this spot they -form the converging point of 
the greatest system of inland navigation, and form 
one -of the most magnificent rivers in the world. 
Well, gentlemen, when we think that this railway 
terminus is' placed here on this point, where it is 
likely to . eatch the trade tha.t come down the 
Ganges on one side and the :&ahmapootra. on the 
other-we mllSt bear witness to the sagacity and 
prudence of those ealightened gentlemen, the ser
,"ants of -the East-em Bengal :Railway Company, who 
never ceased to press upon the Directors and the 
puhlic the immedia.te completion of this extension. 
(Heal', hear.) Since the Eastern Bengal Railway 
was first contemplated, a. great commerce- has grown 
up in these provinces. The rapid development (jf 
the jute trade of Eastern Bengal is-one of the most 
remarka.ble events in mOQern cOlllmerce. I a.m not 
going now, Gentlemen, to trouble you with statistics, 
particularly as there a.re a. great many of yeu here 
present~ who kaow the~ facts quite as well as, and 
better-than I uo ; but; still it is interesting to hear 
that. in -1850-51, the exports of raw jute were only 
.584,000 cwts., of a. value of £197000; in last year 
the export -of that article had risen to nearly thret. 
millions a.nd a half cwts.; value for more than two 
millions of money. Besides- this, there has also beel: 
a considerable expOrt trade developed in the manu .. 
facture'd article to an amount of something like£7I2,OOO 
80 that really, duriIig the past year. the value of jute 
raw and manufaciured, exported, from Idia, :touched. 
llearly upon two millions and three-quarters sterling. 
~is shows what facility of com~uil.icatioil~ wha,t 
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industry and what prudence caon do for this country , 
when, by the exertions of a 'few' gentlemen, pursuing 
commercial occupations' in Calcutta, aided by the 
Railwa.y and'the splendid water-carriage which nature 
has provided, such a magnificent trade as' that can b~ 
developed in little' mOre' 'tlian 17' or 1s years., Gentle
men, this extensioDr cOmpleted. to-daYr will give addi
tionar stimulus to this great trade, and it must be'a 
S'l.tisfaction to us to know that, as fa]; as- this 'Railway 
has been, pushed:,. it 'now provides all the ingenuity 
tha.t man' can do, for a. cheap, 'easy, and rapid transit 
for 'this great staple from the places, where it is 
produced to tbepoirit of embarkation; and here it 
would be a great omission, if we did not do full juStice 
to ,the genius' of that man, who has, above ail, con .. 
tributedto: the completion of the ei~(msion of this 
Line by the construction of that spleBdid bridge which 
we saw to-day. (Cheers) Gentlemen, it is invidioull 
to make comparisons; but 1 believe '1 might challeng& 
eontradiction, when. I say that the bridge over th~ 
the Goraie is one of the' boldest, most successful-, 
and the most difficult engineering undertakings that 
has ever been conducted in connection with ,Rail. 
way enterprise. (Hear, heat.,) 'A bridge consrueted 
wnere "this is, whose' supports ave sUnk 60 or. 70 feet 
in the soft and ever-shifting bed ·of a'river, which ~ , 
often '1,700 feet wide and 90 deep, made on prinei" 
pIes, 'if not altogether hovel, yet, 'iii many 'of its im";' 
pbrtant' detaiLs; altogether· new and suggested by ex~ 
petience, must ha.ve been designed and' carried to BU';':' 
cessful completionbya man Who is 'endowed with two 
of the greatest" gifts that . an engineer _'can prossess ..... ' 
xoamely, ~oura.ge a.tid 'origih8.1ity ( cheeis )" a.nd ivhin 
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I mention one fact as to . the enormous weight of the 
ma.terial with which Mr. Leslie has had -to deal, and 
of the treacherous character of the. soil, in which. these 
great weights are planted-that, on a late occasion, 
when one of th,ese enormous cylinders caught by a cy
clone, while being placed in its pOsition, had toppled 
over ; that it has never been heard of since, having 
disappeared and gone, nobody knows where, its length 
being about 90 feet, and its weight 120 tOD.!. I think 
it only sufficient to mention that fact, to show the ex
traordina.ry difficulties with which Mr. Leslie has had 
to contend, and the· triumph which has attended his 
great enterprise. (Cheers). Perhaps at some future 
time, thousands of years hence, somebody may find 
this lost cylinder; if they do, it will puzzle them; 
where it wilr be found nobody knows. (A laugh. ) 
Certa.inly it will not be discovered in the immediate 
neighbourhood oithe Goraie bridge, for the bed of the 
river has bean tested in every direction, and no trace 
of it can be found. Gentlemen, after what we have 
seen to-day, we may safely affirm there is no engineere 

ing enterprise, no matter how difficult or how gigantic, 
which ca.nnot be undertaken, and carried to a successful 
completion by the British engineers, serving under the 
Government and the Railway Companies of India 
And now, further, before I sit down, I wish merely to 
make one remark as to the future construction of thes9 
lines, ,which will. IhopE1, from the future extensio~ ~l 
the Eastern Bengal to the other side 9f the river. A. 
far as Government is concerned, there have been two 
fi1,lrv~yil made during the' past year~ These surveys have 
now been i:ompleted, and . are under the consideration 
C?! 1h~ Bengal. Ge-vernment and the_ GovernJne~~ ~l 
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India. I can oniy say that I hope, before' very long; 
that the opiIlio.as of the Government upon that ques-:
tion will be submitted to theSecIetary of State and. 
the public, and that they may be such as wltI command 
their support. Cartainly, they will be decisive-that 
will be, if possible, directed to extend to the other side 
of the river those advantages which the Eastern Benga.l 
Railway Company has already conferred upon the dis~ .. 
trict on this bank of tbe Ganges, (Cheer.) I now come 
to the most pleasing part or my duty, and that is, to 
propose the health of the gentleman who presides here 
ihis evening. It is'a toast which r am sure you will all 
.drink with enthusiasm. (Cheers). From the earliest 
period ot this undert'l.king, Mr. Prestage. has been 
connected with it, and I believe that there is rio 
man fu India to whom it owes its success so much a~ 
it does to him. All throughout his long connection 
with the Eastern Bengal Railway Company, he has 
shewn the greatest determination and prudence 
while serving well his board and his employers. He 
has always shewn every disposition to defer to 
any expression of public opinion which may . reach 
him, and more especially to the' wishes a.nd de~ 

sires of the Government of India.. \ Cheers.) 1 can only 
say that, for. the two years d~ring. which I have been 
intimately connected witq the Public Works Depart
ment, I have always found,onthe part· of Mr. Prestage 

. a. most siucere desire to offer every a,s.s.is.tapC6 to the 
,Government of India, and to listen to any suggeStion 
we have had to ma.ke in the intere&~ of the public. I 
can only hope that the connection of Mr. Prestage with 
the Eastern Bengal Railway may last, for I cannot con"'! 
ceive tha.t it C!'1u b~ ~eve:req witlwut serious injurr ~Q 
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the undertaking which he has served so long and well. 
1, therefore, beg to the propose th, health of Mr. 
~restage and success to the Eastern Bengal Rail
~ay. (Loud and prolonged cheers.) 

JUBBULPORE BANQt1:E!1'. 
8rH MARCH 1870. 

On the' 8th of Ma.rCh 1810, a banquet was given a~ Jubbulpore 
~n. the occasion of the opening of a through line of 'Railway commu
nication between C"alcutta and B';mbay. About 200 gentlemen sat 
down'to dinner. His Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh waS 
present on the oc~ion. The Chair was taken by Mr. L~mel'llrier, Agent 
of the Great India Peninsular Railway. After .the cloth wasreIIloved, 
the Chairmnn proposed the health of Her Majesty the Queen. The 
toast was received with all honor. The. Chairman next proposed 
the health of the Viceroy. He alluded to Lord Mayo's presence 
among them, and to the great'work he had come sO far to inauguJ'Ste. 
JIe alsoallooed' to-the :warDi. interest His LoMship·took in Railway 
~nterprise, and asked .hi~ ~ests to drink the toast with all honors. 

Ris Excellency LORD 'MAYO then rose 'to reply 
and was received with long continued cheers, H~ 
said:- ' 

MAY IT. PLEASE YOUR ROYAL HIGHNESS, MR, 

CHAIRMAN, AND GENTLEMEN,-I return you my best 
thanks for the manner in which you have received my 
health, Since I have been in India, I may say, with 
the most perfect truth, that I have re~eived from 
every class in this country the utmost consideration 
a.nd. kindness. (Cheers.) The task ,vruch by the 
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favor of rriy Sovereign has been imposed' on 'me is 
by no means .a light on'e, ana :the responsibilities 
attiwhed to it' are heavy ; bufthe burden of the tas'k 
would be intolerable, 'and the properdis(;harge'.o£ 
such duties impossiple, could I not .count,as I do, on 
the generous support of my countrymen, and did l' 
riot nndthat the fairest consideration would be given to; 
and the best construction placed upon, my public actions.> 
Gentlemen, I believe 'that it would be unfortunate 
if by any means ·public men escaped fair criticism: 
(Cheers.) I believe that the iinpartial,judgment 'of 
the public' gover~s the acts of public men 'ina most, 
salutary manner, and not only controls . them, but: 
often brings to them: the very· best reward and the 
most valued support. (Loud cheers.) . Gentlemen; I 
assure you that I appreeiate .most deeply that conSi~) 
deration which has been extended to me ever'since I: 
hav~ been in India, and I feel that for it lowe 'a .deep 
gratitude to my countrymen and fellow Bubjects,'whicn 
I ,can never 'hope to repay: When I first came 'here 
I only asked for Jair play, and I have got it .. (Loud 
and prolonged cheering.) Now; gentlemen,I come 
to a much more agreeable task than that of ,talking 
about myself. ,The event which we 'llltve' met here 
to-night to celebrate, namely, the 'completion of an 
tmbrpken line of ,Railway communication between, 
Calcutta and Bombay is certainly the tn()st importan~ 
that has ever hal'pened in :the history 'of Railway 
enterprise in India, for by it we see the great northern; 
eastern and western parts of the empire brought 
into immediate connection with each other,and. ~ 
l'apid commun~cati.on established between the capital 
of Hindustan ,and the gate, of the. ,'Ye.stern, wodd. 
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(Cheers.) This is an event 'which for the last twenty. 
fi ve years has been looked forward to by every man. 
who took any interest in Railway enterprise in India. 
Dalhousie and Canning spoke of it as an event 
which Was to be looked forward to as the culminating 
point of their efforts in this respect. Eut they have 
passed away, a.nd with them many o£ those able and. 
energetic men who toiled hard towards the completion 
of the same worthy objects; We are Ler~ to-night 
to acknowledge and to 'commemorate the result of 
their efforts- and their labors, extending as they do 
over nearly a qua.rter of a century. Such an event
as this which marks a great and important era in the 
history of Railway' enterprise in . Ii:tdia is one which
is well worthy of the presence {)f the Queen~1l 8Gft. 

( Cheers.) Gentlemen, I have heard that a great and 
successful French Engineer-General VAUBAN, was 
wont, at the end of some of his long and tedious sieges, 
when the breaches were ready for assault, and victory 
was in his grasp, to send a.nd request the attendance 
of the monarch or some member of the Royal family 
in order that he ,might witness the success of his 
soldiers. (Clieers.) Gentlemen, we are fortunate 
to-night in being inthat position, the end is accomJ 

plished, the victory is won, and its celebration is 
graced by the presence of the Duke of Edinburgh. 
(Loud cheers.) The reception which His Royal 
Highness has met with in every part of t.he empire' 
must be truly gra.tifying to every Englishman (Cheers.) 
His Royal Highness arrived in India and his progress 
throughout the country has had the effect of calling 
forth from one end of the empire to the other one 
unanimous expression of loyalty a.nd attachIDent to 
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the CrOWn. European and Native have vied with 
each other in doing him. honor,and in doing him, 
honor they have felt that they have been doing " ho~or 
to that august Monarch whose Denefi<lent sway ex .. 
tends over these wide realms (Cheers.) In His, 
Royal Highness' presence, it would not become me 
to allude to his personal qualities, but l -can-say with 
:tne most perfect truth tnat tnose equalities,-:-his 
. frank' demeanollT, kind consideration, and ine manner 
in which ne nas met his . cohntrymen a~d felIow-
'subjects oore,-bave 't~naea, as much a~ anyt~~ng 
-else- 'to the hearty reception bebt!-s met ",it'h ~hrough
'out the country and to t'hesuccess. of nls visit., (Loud: 
-cheers.) His Royal Highness has ~ade ~any friellds, 
in India. He was' at first . received in ,the way of 
which you' are already' aw~':.e foj the sake of our 
beloved So-yerelgn,. and th,ough. at first he 'found. 
bundreds and thollsands 1"ho wm:~ preyared to lov,e 
him for 'his motber"s sake, he hasno:w found many 
who will love him for his own. (Entb1l1liastic cheers.) . 

Gentlemen, I give you" the health ~f the "Royal 
Family.:, and beg to couple with it 1l!.e name 1>1" the' 
Duke {)f Edinburgb. 

The toast was most warIPlY.receiwd. 
In replying His Royal Highness the Duke of EdkbUt;gh'said :_ 
YOUR EXCBLLENCY, MR. CH6IBlUN, "N~ qE~:rl<~N--J beg till 

uturn you my warmest thanks fQr tb,e:hearty ~nj)r jIJ' whichyo~ 
have responded to th" toast ,which has pee,n il0 DOndly proposed lJy Hi, 
Excellency the Viceroy, and also 'in such Battering terms 'to myself. I 

'have only to }'eturn my thanks OD the p8.rt of the members of my 
.family, and to.8ll.y that it i8 a great pleI¥!v.re .',w· Jl;Ie to heve peenabl.e 
to support Lord Mayo in the cer.emony of opening .thi~.li!l-j,9Wng 
IUI'. it does the mainline between Bombay and Palcutta. (~eers.) .I 
;&lao ~ this CUlportllJlity of expressing my 'lV1U'ID :and. hearty tha.ru..i 

3 
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,to my fe])<iw-Bubject8 for the Cordial reception they have given me in 
tpis country, and which, I may say, on,the part of the Queen, bas 
afforded her the greatest satisfaction. (Loud cheers.) I feel proud 
in being the first mem~er of Royal FamiIy of England: who has 
'risited these 'shores. I have visited you as a naval officer and as III 

member of the lWyaI: Family, and I thank, you sincerely for having 
wel<!Omed me ill. both.these capacities. (prolonged- cheers.) 

LORD MAyO next rose and said:--

I now ask your consideration for a very few 
:minutes to the. principal toast of the evening, namely. 
success and prosperity w the Great Indian Peninsular 
~ailway. (Cheers.) In proposing that toast, I shall 
Rot venture. to detain you with an essay upon the 
use and advantage of Railways. When I see around 
m,e men who ha.ve given their whole lives, their whole 
str~ngth and energy to the development of Railway 
Industry in India, when I know that if there is one 
truth more .recognised than another, it is that the 
construction of Railways confers vast and material 
benefits on the human race, and is, I may almost say 
indispensible t,o the progress of civilisation. I should 
only"e wasting your time were I to attempt to 
describe and enlarge on its advantages. Neithe~ 
gentlemen, shall I attempt to embark in mythological 
or allegorical ·allusions. 'I, should only be repeating 
things which have been often said before. Such as 
how Minerva, the goddess of science and 'wisdom 
combiJ11.ng the natural forces_ of fire and water, has 
harnessed Neptune and Pluto to her Triumphal Car; 
you have hea~d a.ll this before. Neither shall I 
e.tte~pt to describe to you how Railways facilitate 
those three great occupations of man, in which 
fiJlce the days pf Adam he has been mainly employed 
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namely, making love; making war, OT making money! 
(Laughter and. cheers.) I have no 'doubt 'that this 
Raihvay, like all others, wiR eve'!- be found.' .cundtici"\'e 
to those 'three great Qbjeets(laughter,) and that we 
may expect t~ hear of Yews, Mars, and :lnutusbeing 
constant passengers by the Great Indian Peninsular. 
(Laughter.) I wish briefly, to remind: you- of a few 
facts connected with the origin and progress of this 
undertaking. The survey of the W-estern Ghautsof 
India was commenced twenty-five . years ago; The 
:very eminent Engineer, Mr. Berkeley, carefully ex.;. 
a.mined these passes. Before that time opiJ!lio~$ had. 
been placed on record by'high"author'rties tha.t aline 
licross the Ghallts towards Central India was almost 
impossible, and 11pto that time,' more attention waS 
given to the qu~stion or' :finding a way'to the east by 
3. 'more northern route. 'A s}rort piece was openecl 
from the city of Bombay in 1853, amounting only 
to twen ty~three :miles ' in length~ IIi January' 1856; 
the Court of Directors sanctioned' th~' construction of 
the Thull Ghaut line, and from' that time this great 
Railway 'has ma.ke steady progress. 

In May' 1863 the line was opened to 'BhosawuI, 
with' the exception of a small portion. of the Ghaui;
incline which was completed in' the foHowi·ng year. 
Twenty two mi~Hons of' paid up Capital· have been. 
already expended, of which two milli(ms" ha.v~ 
been. outlaid on the progress through the two 
Ghauts. On. this day, the great distance of 1,070 
miles of the great west of India system has, beeD' 
opened to the public. Calcutta and Bombay are 
brought . into close connection, and this Great Penin 
aula' is at 13$t bridged by a Railway 1,300 miles in. 
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length. Wlien we' look back to the history of this 
undertaking, we must recollect the very great diffi· 
culties which attended its early progress. The thing 
is now comparatively.easy. Much more is known,
the origanisation of labor is less difficult,-and OUT 

able engineers. h3o;'e the light of experience and 
history to guide t1lem~ B"ut in the- eaTly days of this 
undertaking, difficulties whIch no ronger eXIst bad 
to be encountered, and therefore we must make d'ue 
allowance for what may perhaps seem a rather pro
tra.cted period over which these- works have extended.. 
During that time, periods of great scarcity occurr~ 
the Mutiny took place. a.nd there have been several 
violent outbreaks of disease. and when we look back 
upon the whole story oftbis Railway, we may well 
admire the perseverance with which, in its earlier 
and later stages, the work has been carried on._ 
(Cheers.) Gentlemen, for the. future, Ra.ilwa:F enter .. 
prise' in- :rndia is to be carried' on on a somewhat 
d'ifferen~ system. In 1868, two years ago, the great 
trlmk lines connecting Madras, Bombay, and Calcutta 
were evidently approaching completion. Four thou. 
sand miles of Ra.i1way were nearly finished at a cost of 
something 1ik.1I .£S.5,OOO,OOO. It was thought desirable 
by my distinguisW' predecessor- a.nd! hi's; col1ea",oues; 
at that period to consider in what way Railways should 
best be constructed in the future. The opinions of' 
Local Governments and various authorities in India 
were asked; th.e whole question was carefully dig., 
cussed" and a.f'tet: m.uch c~dera,tion. th~, conclusion 
was arrived at~ that for the future, Ra.i1way extensioJ,l 
lihould be conducted by th.e direct agency of Govern· 
ment. n was thought. d~~t$.bl~ th.at" if ~ossi,ble., aii 
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the earliest pessible moment, the waole country 
shauld be .covered with a. net work of lines 011. a. 
general and uniform system. The, aggregate length 
of the lines comprised by the whole schem~ will be 
upwards of 15,000 miles. Of these. 4,000 miles. are 
at present open, 1,000 miles are in, progress, .900 .. ·are 
about to be immediately commenced..qentlemen 
it would be quite inappropriate at. i1his moment. were 
I to discuss or attempt t9 defend the decision then 
arrived at. I believe it to be tR.oroughly 'Sound ~d 
right, but I am sure, speaking in .the, hearing of 
officers and others who- are- more' directly. responsible 
for the management of the' two great lin,es of.' Northern 
and Western bdia, atnG seeing tha~ one will have a 
great system of 1,400 miles, and .the other 1,300 to 
work, I think they will agree, 'With me . that they will 

. have ample occupation for ~he future in. conduct
ing successfully these great undertakings without en •. 
gaging in any extension of an, important character. 
Well, gentlemen., sbortly after I amn~me<t office these 
views were communicated to her Majesty's Govemment ; 
they received almost immediately the cordial 8ipproval 
and assent of t4e Secretary o( Statte; ~nd .iii may now 
be assumed that for the fu~urE:r Railway ~xtension'in 
India is to be conduc~ed by Govel'llment means. In 
tha.t scht'me twenty-five projects were recommended by 
different LOC1l.1 Governments. ~eventeel\ appeued to 

. possess superior claims for .early adoption, an4.o~ ~liese 
sevellteen, thirteen are llolready mOl1e. pr less 
t1tken in hand. I inte1l:ded to ~ke this 9pportunity 
of. explaining in greater detail th~ ~xact position 
in. which the Government now stands with re
gard to Railw~y extensioD) but L feel i~ ~possible . to. 
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length. Wlien we' look back to the history of this 
undertaking, we must recollect the very great diffi
culties which a.ttended its early progress. The thing 
is now ¢omparatively.easy. Much more is known,
the origanisation of labor is less difficult,-and our 
able engineers; haive the light of experience and 
history to guide t1lem~ B'ut m· the- eaTly days of this 
undertakirig; difficultieswhi'ch no Tonger exist boo 
'to be encountered, and therefore we must make due' 
allowance for what ma.y perhaps seem a. rather pro
tracted period' ovei' which these' works have ex:tended~ 
During that time. periods of great scarcity occurr~ 
the Mutiny took place, and there have been several 
violent outbreaks of disease. and when we look back 
upon the whole story ofthis Railway, we may well 
admire the perseverance' with which, in its earlier 
and later stages, the work has been carried on •. 
(Cheers.) Gentlemen, for th~ future, Railwa!' enter .. 
prise' in. rnd'i~ is to be carried: on on a som-ewnat 
d'ifferen~ system. In 1868, two years ago, the great 
trunk lines connecting Madras, Bombay. and Calcutta 
were evidently approaching completion. Four thou
sand miles of Railway were nearly finished at a cost of 
something like .£B.5,OOO,OOO. It was thought desirable 
by my distinguished' predecessor- a.nd his. co]J.eltooues: 
at that period to. consider in what way Railways should 
best· be consu-ucted in the future. The opinions of' 
Local GoveI;nm~ts and various a.uthorities in India 
were asked; the whole question was carefully dis-. 
cussed." and altel: m.u.ch con~dera.tion. t~:e. conclusion 
was arrived a.t,. that for the, fature, Railway extensio~ 
liihould be,conducted by t~ direct agency of Govern
ment. It was though-a d~si:taht~ th,at" if ~ossible,. a~ 
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the earliest pessible moment, the waole cou.ntry 
sheuld be 'Covered with a. net work ~ Iin-es 0~ a 
general and uniform system. The. aggregate length 
Qf the lines comprised by the whole schem~ will be 
upwards of 15,000 miles. Of these. 4,000 miles are 
at present open, 1,000 miles are in progress, .900 .. a.re 
about to be immediately comm.ence<i,qentlemen 
it would be quite illappropriate at, this moment. were 
I to discuss or attempt to defend. the decision thea 
arrived at. I believe it '0 be thorooghly 'Sound ~d 
right, but I am sure, speaking in. the, hearing. of 
officers and others whO' are more- directly. responsible 
f()r the management of the· two great lin,es of. Northern. 
and Western bdia, atnd seeing that one wnI have a 
great system of 1,400 miles, and the other 1,300 to 
work, I think they will agree. with me . that they win 
have lIomple occupation for ~he future in conduct
ing successfully these great undertakings without en ... 
gaging in any extension of an important character. 
\Vell, gentlemen, shortly after I aasumeq- office these 
views were communicated to her Majesty's Government; 
they received almost immediately the· cordial Ilipproval 
and assent o~ the Secretary o( Strute; a..nd.i~ may now 
be assumed that for the fuflur~ Railway ~xtension ·in 
India is to be conduc~ed by Govemment means. In 
that scht'me twenty-five projects were recommended by 
different Loca.l Governments. Seventeen appeaced to 

. possess superior claims for . early adoption, and, o~· ~1i.ese 
seventeen. thirteen are already more. 9:r less 
taken, i?- hand. I inteD;ded to ~ke this ppportunity 
of explaining in greater detail th~ ~xac~ position 
in, which the Government now stand~ with re
gard to Railw~y extep.sioD) but L ~eel i~ impossible' to. 
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ask you so listen to me now, as howeve:c iD.teresting: 
the subject may be,. it is hardly one that can be dis
cussed with advantage·at half past 11 o'clock at night. 
I may say, however,. that iibround numbers 2,000 miles 
are at present nnde:C'survey'; that ot: these, 400 miles. 
'¥i'ill have to be constructed by the guara.n.teedcompa.,.· 
nies. (Cheers.) Gentlemen, the various subbidiary 
ID\lll.Sures which are neeessany: IOn the- completion of. 
these Railways are undel>·the wnsidemtion of the {10-. 

vernment. Great attention. has heeD; paid to attempts to 
obtain in various parts of India. at the earliest possible· 
moment a supply of g90d coal, and 1 am. sure that you. 
'Will be glad to hear that UriS-placed' beyond' dbubt that 
in the Chanda. District, there is a large supply of coal 
equal,inq,uality to that which is produced in the Bur
dwan District, and I hope, before the ensuing rains, we 
shall be able to 1aJ before the public a pretty accurate-
'~timate of the qualityanc:1supply that may be expected 
from the Wurdah coa.1-field. The same· COUl'Se will be
taken to a limited. extent with, regt\rd to·the Nerbudda.. 
coal-field. 

We have in the Punjab-instituted an enquiry into· 
the existence oC p'etroleum, and we shall endeavour. as. 
fa.r as we can, to, speedily ascertain the p9Sition and. 
qualityof.mneral fuel in..various parts.oC India.. W.e are· 
also endeavouring to.increase-the suppl~of wood fuel 
in. districts where coal. is not likely- to.be found in. 
sufficient abundance. (Cheers.) Well. ~tlemen, lam. 
unwilling, a.s-I: said before; at this hour to enter into
deta.ils on. this subject., The enterprise-is a great one. 
We have the example before us of the great works un
dertakenand completed by guaranteed companies.. 1 
:ili.ould be~helast person to say a single ~ord against. 
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what has been done in India in past days, but I believe 
most firmly that the' great arterial lines' having now: 
been made tlkougli the' intervention of the great 
companies,- that we shaIr be· abfe to cond'ucttne ress im
portant works in a cheaper manner, and' in a manner· 
more conducive to the interests of the country 'than 
heretofore. I believe that, in doing so, we' shall ex~ 
perience no jea-fousy a.nd: no opposition ffom' tnose 
who manage' tlie great eXIsting lines. ( Loud 
cheers.) As far as we have gone we' have- found
tha~ those wlio are' intere~ted in their manage;. 
ment have given us every assistance 'in the con~:"
truction of those wliicn win be their feeders, and' 
I believe that tliis great congeries of lines; thougli· 
its construction will extend' over a long series of years, 
will form a system of Railway communication equaJ. ,to
any in the worfd'. It will' have this great advantage' 
that the hole Railway system of India will' be conduct
ed on one uniform princIple, and: that we shall work Up' 

to one well considered laid' down plan~ Tliat plan being 
adhered to, we shall be able to keep iii 'Steady and well.
defined object in view. Gentlemen, t believe that years 
lienee, when tliese great works are completed~ we shall' 
liave implanted: our footsteps d:eeply on Indian soit. 
(Cheers.) 

The great worK which we' areliere to-night to> 
celebrate, shows wliat E'nglfsh ind:ustry can perforni: 
(Cheers.) Every stone· we lay on' the' Railway, increaSe
our influence and: consolidates our power; and: the most: 
substantial of our' works is 81- fit emblem oUhe perm81-
nencyof our rul'e~ (CIieers.) In, the,distant futur~ 

t-
-it is impossible to say what may be the destiny of this. 
country._ D~ties and king\ioDl& are not., immo~ 
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a.nd it is possible that, w. the fa.r futlll'ity, some power 
still unborn may reign in: India. Our insular greatness 
may not last for ever, and British rule in the east may 
long. outlive its preponderating power in Europe. In a 
generatien. we have placed in India as great results- of 
:British enterprise as- exist in' any other part of the ~ 
world. and those gigantic inonuments of our early rule, 
will, for ages, remain as lasting memorials of the good 
we have done and of the benefits we have conferred on 
he people of this country. CChee rs.) But last they 
will, a~d it -may happen that thousands of years hence 
Yr. Brereton's glwst may still hover with anxious soli
citude over the unbroken piers or the Yowa Viaduct 
when- Macaulay's New Zealander. is sitting on the ruins 

. of London Bridge, In the meantime, we will drink 
-health and prosperity to the Great Indian Peninsular 
Railway. (Loud and continued Ch.eers.) 

The Chairman. (MR. LElIESURIER Agent of the G. L P. IW1 
~ay .) on behalf of the Great Indian Peninsular Railway begged 
to retUl'll his eincere tlianks for the hearty manner in which 
the toast proposed by His Excellency had been- received. They were 
all aware that his connection with the_ g.oea1; Indian Peninsular' Railway 
-Jm,d been very short. His Excellency had given such a complete history 
of the -company'iI progress tha.t he thought any further remarks from 
him' on the subject would be superfluoua. At the same time meeting 
t\S they did at Jubublpore for the first time, their friends from the 
ollier side of India,:tb.eir brethem 'of the East Indian Railway, and a 

-great many of those who were connected with the Great Indian 
'Peninsular Railway Company, he left proud to lie in a position to 
congratulate them upon the complete success' of the great enterprise 
-.vhich they were to' celebrate. (Cheers.) 
.. There -were many gentlemen present' who had been much longer 
e,ssociated with the Great Indian Peninsular Railway: than he had been 

'and of these Mr. George Turnbull, who was present in the room, was 
;the backbone of-the Great Indian' Peninsular Railway system. He 
~etted ,that Mr. Berbler,_ the,well known 4ent. of ~ East Indiall-
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Railway, WlI8 not there, but Mr. Stephenson was present, whose efFol't.& 
on. the cause of their late enterprise was well known to alL 

The Cbaimaau. concluded IWr l'Imlarlttr by PMpesing the- health of 
His EJ::ee1Iem:y Sir Seymour FitzGerafcL 

8m SEYJloua Fl'l'zGBBaLD'iIhen roBe'to propose- the-toast of the
Army and NlI9l". 

He said. YOUR Excxr.t.B..'Wr, YOW-ROUL IrIGmnrss, MB~ CB..UlIJ.fU,. 
AlfD GDTLIDID,-The evening is getting late; and Illy observati01ls
ahall be very few, but I am bound to express to yo~ Sir, myacknow, 
Iedgments ". the very kind mllollIler in which you have propOBed my 
health, and to you gentlemen for the cordial manner iD; which you have' 
re:ceived the-toast.. I believe Sir, that you have proposed my health 
partly troo. tlia& gemn'OU8- feeling which prompta a host to fulfil the . 
iJatiea of biB posStioa,. am! i 1ieli_1 DlBy also- impute it to the kind 
and cordial feeling which halfalwaya existed h1:wee!l. the- GOvemment. 
md the representatives of the Great Indian Peninsufar RailwaYr 
fhere may have been difFerences of opinion between WI, and it may 
pve been the necessity and the duty of the Goveimnent to exercise 
~e control which the law has pIaeed ill their hands, but on the one 
land I' must say that I am sure you must be convinced. that the 
lovemment have not more the interest of their ·own charge at heart 
;han that of the company whic:h you represent, and on the other hand. 
l am. iIIU'a the Go~ ha.va felt that in. evety tranaac:tion. ther 
18ve had with the Ra.ilway COmpany that they, iii. i:lleii- ~ 
were promoting the interests of their shareholders and the interests of 
t.he publie at large (Cheers.) I believe I may also not be wrong in 
~hinking that you have proposed my health thus far from the .seat Of· 
Government, and among so many gentlemen whom I have met for the 
irst time, because I am proud to be considered a member of the great 
rommunity who in the first results, and more immediate effect of this 
la.J'a J,lrOceedinga, will probably derive greater advantage than anl 
~. 1iPw.n. OT &ll3 otlle): district of tlIJIcPuntry. You,. DlI L!>XIi ?t!:;l,o" 
lave. referred to_ t~ bIt.e_t w.hid!. t~~, earri.s ~ it... Y:0il. ha.ve 
)bserved upon the ell:ect ~t ~ ~ 1Wl lw:e 11(lOD. Ra.il~ 
mterp~ and. you, h,.'1111- dJaWQ,. fl:om. it the best omens of the: 
;uture BUIlCeIIL of UA~ga of a similar nature in. India. I may 
~ permitted. to say that, though. IIIJlIlh: luis. ba.en. ~d of you,. 
ron have been quite equal to the occasion (cheers), for you have not 
)nly dealt with theee matters that directly concern the Ra.ilwal en. 
!:8J1lrise of this great empire,:-you have not only looked to the possibi. 

#1 th!l~. tAA ~ts ~ bee.ome of ~t value ill. ~ of war i:-1011. 
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haVe nolo only consiciered how they may contribute to the ~urces of 
the country ~you have not only called our attention to Mars and 
Plutus, but also ~ the character of a real father of the State 
(laughter), you 11&ve referred to the goddess Venus, and have told us 
:that even ~ the department over which she presides that the Railway 
interest may conduce greatly to the benefit of the empire. And you, 
Mr. Chairman; have also referred to the benefit that may be derived 
from theelltension of the Railway system, and I am sure there is no 
one here whO' will not agree witlt you ia the reB.eetiOBlt you have toade 
on this subject.. It has often beea said that when one man gains 
another must lose. N aw that is a principle false in economies, and I 
believe it can be shown. to be eingularly untrue even in the results 
of to-day. We in Bombay, look forward not to the devriopment of 
trade from one route to another: we do not look forward to gain at 
one great port at the expense of another, we look forward to see the 
districts of a country hitherto uuknOW1l reD.dered accessible to us; we 
look forward to new scenes of industry open to· OU enterprise, and we 
believe thertl ilf wealth and prosperity in store fM' :Bombay without 
lit the same time diverting one bale of goods or one SI"ngle shilling 
from the other grea\ cities of the country. (Cheers.) But I Should 
be sorry, gentlemen, if it were thought that I came here to participate 
in this triumph, if I may 90 call it, on the narrow and provincial 
grounds to whk-h I have alluded. I may say it is not the character
istic of great enterprises such as these, that although it may happen 
that pamoular places are benefited, particular neighbourhoods obtain 
this or that advant.sge by ilhe e~tensioB of Railways the benefit is not 
local,-it is wide '&Ild SW'eItal. In the capital th",t is gathexed from 
every couu,ky ; ~ the' science and iW:ent. tlu\i ie grnduall1 enlisted 
wherever it. is found; nay, e~.n in the gianll fo_ which you use 
mechanically from day to' day, all these are only suggestive of the 
wide benefits which 'are conferred by enterprises such as those whose 
I!Uccesshave been to,day inaugurated. (Cheers.) They only suggest to us 
wealth and prosperity widely extended, humanizing inftuences shedd. 
ing light arouad, and ~ey Sl1ggeat still more ~e vigoF and the force 
with which· a country enriched by thm pJleSenC8 com march on <the 
forward course of advancement ud progress, and I assure you, gentle:. 
men, that it is not in the mere narrow view to whioh I have referred 
but in this wide and oatholic spirit that I desire to bs understood ~ 
uniting cordially in the feelings which animate us in the success of 
to-day, and I thank yon, Sir, for giving me the previlege of attendiug 
DO,! and expressing these ~ntimeJl.ts from, my own li~ (Cheers,) 
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8~D E 
Ins Excell.mcy concluded emaiifA ~1{144JFg UPntPjS 

the "Army and Na'l/'y." He said t in t~i~J;A~~Ii'~ 
Army no longer oonveyed to those, ,nd »?rI~fl!-.J>r'~dnlJ.uest 
the establishment of the empire. I :vey~ ~iI4A. of ce 
security, established Government 'and est,'""I~~~~~~aers 
he believed that there was not one amoDg our ns lve fe low·subjects' 
who was nol; glad to see the "red coat," and who if they could speak 
would express their hearty concurrence in ~he toast which he proposed. 
(Cheers.) 

The toast of the Navy was one they all miderstood, it wa~ the 
most popUlar of aU English toasts. The "bille jacket" the English
maD loved, but he was afraid a great ma.ny of our native feUow~ 
subjects were not so well acquamreq with the "blue jacket" as they 
were with the red. He was sure, however, that if they ever heard 
the same toast again, they would welcome it as calling to their minds 
the visit of His Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh to this' 
country. which he believed was a source of the greatest gratification 
t" every one, both European and Native. (Loud cheers.) , 

S~A.ugustus Spencer having briefly returned t~ks on the P&rl 
of the Army, . 

His Royal Highness then rose, and in acknowledging the toast of 
the Navy said,."...I have to return you my best thanks on the part of, 
the service to which I belong for the honor you have done us in drink-: 
ing our health on this Occasion. I need say very few works at present 
as regard! the Navy.' No doubt you are all well acquainted with the 
deeds of our great commanders, Blake, Howe, NelSon and Collingwood, 
and, I presume you are also aware of the present modifications which 
our service is undergoing, in changing our wooden vessels of. war into. 
substantial iron ones. Although the ''blue jacket" is not so well. 
known as the "red jlWkel;" ip. this country, yet, during the time it 
has been here, I blllieve it has been able to gain the respect ,and good 
fellowship Ilf the ''red jacket with which it has served (cheers). 
Further remarks from me on this matter are unnecessary, bilt I think 
you will agree with me when I say that if a. luge number present 
here ha'f8 been engaged as skilled artisans in the construction of a' 
most important work, the Viceroy and myself have been employed up' 
to a much later hour than artisans usually are for it was noj; till n~arl'y 
half past eight o'clock this eveniDg that Lord 'Mayo and myself succeed" 
'ed .in accomplishing the cOBllectio)l between Calcutta and Bombay •. 
(Laughter a.nd .cheers.) As it is n~w ~ lattl ~ hope you will eltC~Sfl, 
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from making 'any further remarks, and I beg to thank yOu once more 
for having responded so heartily to this toast. (cheers.) 

The Chairman then proposed health of the Central Provinces 
COIlIIDissiOll., A great portion -of 'the _sa of the enterprise. he 
said, was due to the exceeding great assistance rendered by all the 
members of that ('ommisaiou, &ad he sure Mr. BreretoD knew and fully 
realized how great the support of the officers of the Central l'rovinces 
hail beeD tethe work undertaken. 

Mr. Morris in returning Uumb said that he should ta.'ke advantage 
of that opportunity to ten~ to His Excellency the Viceroy his grat&-. 

ful acknowledgments for the very kind mention he had been pleased to 
.:one of the services of some of the officers of the Central Provinces. 
He bigh1y prizecl the honor His Excellency had done them in visitiDg 
them personally. and it was the utmost gratification te him to know 
that any of .the district officers had been worlhy of the commends. 
ti.0Il which he had been pleased to bestow on them. A. great many 
diflicu1tieB had tit be _untered in the construction of the work. 
Cho1«aa.! epliltmiic iI.1sease carried oW from time to time large DllDlbers 
of the laborers employed, but it was to 'be hoped that the works on 
the new line would be so well constructed that there would be no 
Jieceseity this year for any large gangs of laborers, which might have 
the desirable reeult of preventing that laW epidemic which devastated 
tbe people last year. 

The SUCC8sa with which the worll has lately been carried out was, 
he believed, due to the untiring energy of Chief Commissioner and his 
stafF. '!'hey worked· ~th indomitable perseverance and energy, and the 
T8SUlts of last yearw~ in themselves suflicient to prove. that their 
-labour had been. on~ Of. danger as well as toil It was not for him to 
thank them formany, but having had an opportwiity of watching 
their exertions, he commeaded to the hearty' acceptance of those 
present the toast of the Chief Engineer, Mr~ Breretou, and the engi
'I!eering stafF of the Great Indian Peninsular Railway. (cheers.) 

Mr. :Brereton returned ·thanks till behalf of the engineerinlt 
~talF and of himself for the c:ord.ial manner in whiel!. the toast had been 
rsoeived. 

After some .-arks OR the ad.,~ .of RailwayextensioD to the 
muntry, and the Valuable aid it wonld afford in bringing to the 
knowledge of the Government the various wants and resources of the 
eml'~ he concluded by eulogi8ing the eonductof the di&rent officers 
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employed in the construction of the line, and c:ollgr!l-tulati:ng them olil 
the happy result of their exertions. 

It Wa.9 almost 12 o'clock before the ,proceediDgs terminatea. 

THE LAHORE BANQUE~ 

rn may 1870, a splendi<l banquet was given at tahore in lionot 
of Sir Donald Macleod the retiring Lieutenant Governor of P1IDjab: 
His Excellency Lord Mayo made' the following speeches on the 
occasion, After MR. LINDSAY h.ad I'ropose~, the h.e;a.lth of the 
Viceroy. 

HIS EXCEllENCY Loom MAyo in responding 
said :~ 

I thank you sincerely for the ki:nd manDe-r in 
,vhich you have drunk my health, all.d to say wb'at 
oeep gratification it gives me to be allowed to be pre';' 
sent here, and to preside upon this interesting o,cCasion. 
{Cheers.) On such an.-0Ccasion it 'would be most 
inappropriate were I to attempt to speak of myself. 
But I wish to take this opportunity of saying :that 
.nothing has happened since I have been in India, 
which has given me greater pleasure than t'he short 
journey I have been enabled te make threughout, the 
Punjab. (Cheers.) I desire to offer my most hearty 
thanks to thenumer0lils Gentlemen and Officers of the 
Government who, throughout the whole eLmy tour, 
-ha.ve shewn me such unvarying kindn-ess, hospitality, 
and consideration, and for the valuable assistance by 

.. the amount of information they ha.ve .imparted, and 
, for' enabling me tg se~ for myself the ,'Successful and., 
i 4 



SPEECHES OF EARLMAYO. 

in some cases, .the brilliant manner in which they are 
discharging their arduous duties. (Cheers) I tllank 
them for giving me an opportunity of learning so 
much, and of having made. so many valuable acquain
tances, and, I hope I may add, of securing some 
Ilincere friends. Gentlemen, i thank you most sin
cerely for the honor you have done me, and I cordially 
join in the remark made by MI'. Lindsay, that 1 hope 
this may not be the last time we· may meet to
getherwithin the walls of this splendid ball. (Lll\ld 
cheers.) 
. HIS EXCELLENCY again rose to propose the health 
Clf the Prince· of Wales and the Royal Family. He 
tlaid:~ . 

In proposing the- usual toast which always comes 
at this 'ime~ namely, the health of the Prince of 
Wales and' the rest of the Royal family, I propose to 

depart a little from the usual course, on account of 
a very interesting letter which I have the honor tQ 

hold in my hand. In makhig the contents of this 
letter known, I. do not think that I could choose a 
more fitting place, or a more happy opportunity, than 
the present, when I recollect that, within these. walls 
was given to His Boyal Highness the Duke of Edin
burgh one of the most remarkable receptions which 
took place during his visit to the coun.try. (Cheers.) 
Three days· ago I had the honor of receiving from 
His Royal Highnesi a letter which he. desires that 
I should take the earliest opportunity' of making 
public-a letter in which His Royal Highness de:" 
scribes ahoma length the feelings which he entertains 
inconsequence of the reception he met with in all 
.Farts of India,. and. co~taining, as you will h~ar, 
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expressions of the most lively gratitude to' a.u those 
who participated and took part in' those remarkable 
demonstrations. Gentlemen, the letter is somewhat, 
long, and 1 am afraid that, in reading it, I shall some·, 
what digress from the excellent rule laid down by 
Mr. Lindsay, th.at l()ng after-dinners speeches 'are' out_ 
of place ; but I thiD.k, that its contents are s() inter:' 
esting, detailing as they do in a simple and unaffected 
manner what His Royal Highness feels, with regard 
to his visit to India, that Ido not believe, I, shall 
w~ you by reading it now.-

tI. M.S., -trGALATEA.. " 

Colombo RoadB. 7t~ ..4.pril1870; 

My DEAR LORD MUIl,-Ncnr that my visit to IRdiaia a thin[; 
of the-past, I should be sadly wanting in gra.titudeif I did not ask 
you to let me take this last opportuility, before 'fDy ship has left thesEl', 
waters, to thank your Excellency and every one whose guest I 'hava 
been, as well as all tile people of the districts through which I hava' 
passed far tile unvarying haspitality and weleame I received in India.: 
In answering the n\lID.er0I111 addresses presented to me from time t() 
time,' I have' expressed this feeling ill al!.' truth and sincerity, but I 
think that they, waa have done 80 much for me, have almost a right -
to expect some less formal expression af tha.nk!l, than that which I 
have u.sed in replying to official addresses. If YOI1 should then think 
proper to make tllia letter Pllb1ie, "Q.U are at perfect liberty to do so. 
When I returnecl to England two years ago, the'Queen -W8.a pleased 
to grant a reqllest that I .had made long before, and to confer upon 
me an hanour that I have coveted for years, that of being the. firs1l 
member of the ROJ"d Family to visit India. During the fourteen. 
months that elapsed between my departure from Plymouth and MY, 
'arrival in the Hoogly, I looked forward with eagerness to India as 
the grea.t object of my cruise. ~he anticipatioDa'o£ Oriental magui{ 
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ficence, which were connected in my mind with the idea of India, 
were more than realized. The imposing reception which greeted my 
~rrival in Calcutta, and tlui.t still more splendid ceremony when I 
-receivecf from the Queen through your hands the Insignia of the 
Star of India., far surpassed what I had expected, and formed together 
a grand and fitting commencement to that long series of displays·that 
welcomed me to the Great Cities of Benares, Agra, Delhi, Lahar, and 
Lucknow, which I had the pleasure of visiting. It was a disappoint
ment to me when I heard from you that the Durbar, which was to 
have beeu held at Agra, lJOuld not>ta.keplace : but 1 have since learned. 
to appreciate· your wise decision ·'in that matter, and 1 am glad now
tmat I have had better opportunities of making the acquaintanoe of 
the great Indian Princes and Chiefs, either in their own territories 
or'iu the immediate neighbourliood' of' them, than I could have had· 
dUring the·formalities of a State Durbar. 

1 heard it said that my visit to India occurred at an unfortunate 
tim4l, owing t~ the financial difficulties under which the· country was, 
Buffering,. but. which are J1.ow, ~ trust, in a fair way of being suc' 
cessfully surmounted. I do not take this view myself. Owing to 
your ,nae o~de':8 I1:nd aci vice the expense to the pu blie was reduced as 
mucli as possible, and 1 hope that my visit has beeu bU:t little burden
some to thA country. Still this has not affected the large sums or 
J;Doney that were 80 munificently spent by individuals in welcoiDing 
me. The example set by your Excellency at Calcutta was only too 
generaUy followed--of that example, I fear, you will not let me speak ~ 
but this I must say, that the personal kindness which you showed 
~e·and the. splendid hospitality: which ;)'IO\l dispensed in my h.onor 
were;features in.my visit which 1 ean. never forget.. 

To each .and all of those who after·1 left your roof, received· me 
as their guest 1 wish to. return. my warmest thanks. To ilhe Indian 
Princell who. entertained me with chamcteristicmagnificence 1 am no 
less grateful. 1 caIlIlo~ forget the pleasant days 1 passed at Chukin, 
at Deeg, and at illawar, nor the Princes who vied wi~h .each other 
in doing all they could to. render my visit interesting and·agreeable.: 
nor can I· forget .tho· munificent hospitality shewn me in the Nepaul 
~rritories.To the British I\Ild Native gentlemen who gave 80 many 
entertainments in my h~nor. 1 return my grateful acknowledgement •• 
1 am convinced'. that they were all animated with the same wish, to 
do honor to their Sovereign's Son, and to testify in some substantial 
form the royal affection with which they regard the Queen's family. 
No!: could I help being t.ouched· by the eagerness whirh the gt-ea' 
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IIlass of the people displayed to see IIle and to welcome me. EvetT 
class and sect alike manifested their loyalty for Her Majesty by the 
reception they gave her son, and that reeeption, and the sentiments 
which prompted it, will more and more tend to atrengthenth8 
interest and affectiotl with which the Queen regaroa her India~ 
subjects. 

The hurried character of Illy tour through the interior prevented 
me from obtaining more than a birds'-eye view of the principal parts 
of the country ; but I ha-ve- seen enough to awaken in myself a strong: 

.interest both in its past history and itlt present condition.. I have
fileen many evidences of the ~ety which exists not only among 

. the British community, but .-,ug th8 more wealthy and influential 
of the native-born inhabitants, to raise and improve the moral and 
eocial condition 01 the poorer classes. The importance of the sJ.>re&d' 
ef education is gradually being understood, and in several instances 
I was highly gratified by the manner in which the communities of 
some cities desired to- commeillorate my visit-by the foundation of -
8cholarships bearing my name, by the commellcement of recreation
grounds for the Ul'8 of the people; by elldowing high schools, ancl 
.. t some of the sea ports by contributing fuBdlI for the erection or 
improvement of Sailors' Homes. Th_ lauda1>le objects have been 
'Very materially, is some cases mainly, assisted by the munificence as
well of private iIldividuals as of some of the Indian Princes, whose
generosity is 80 well known to everyone- that it would be Bu~rfluoUB 
for me to mention.-their names here. That my visit' has been instru.
mental in bringing abott' results su.ch as. these is one of the happiest
reflections with which I shall looli: back to my breif stay in India. 

Some impression. of the vast extent of our poesesaioli in India-
I formed from the great distances that I traversed by railway. I am 
only doing justice to the ex;cellent arrangements whiCh were made
by the Railway Al1thorities, when. I say that I have never tl"8.velled 
in greater comfort, and I owe it to the gentlemen who were entrusted. 
with the arrangements of my tramsit from place to place, that I was. 
enabled to fulfil with strict punctuality. as well as with ease and 
convenience, the appointments I had made. Perhaps I was a 
little disappointed with the Bcenery of the- great plains of Bengal 
and the_ North-West Provinces, but any disappointment I felt
en this point was more than compensated by the pleasure with. 
which I viewed the grand scenery of the hills and snowy ranges from-

- Dehra Musaoorie. Some part of my short stay I was enabled too 
de'\"ote to field sporlaa and 1 hope I may be excWled for saying t~ 
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Ienjoyed with all my heart the few days I could spare for this 
relaxation.. Considerillg that I was quite a month too early, I tltink 
I was very fortunate- to have obtained the good sport I did. I am 
very much beholden to the- gentlemen who made the armngements 
for my sporting excursions, and wlm enabled me to live in camp with 
all the comfort and even luxury I could possibly have desired. It 
has been my good fortune in make tIut- .rquaintance of many officers, 
whoee gallant deeds and chivalrous sense of duty· entitled them to a 
place in the roll of Indian heroes, and of whose friendship I am proud. 
The story of their lives is not the least instructive among the lessons 
tha~ have been brought to my notice in India. In thesE! remarks I 
allude to members of the Civil as well as the Military branch of the 
service. Of both these I would say in the words that your Excellency 
lately used on a public occasion-that-nowhere is a.Sovereign served 
better or with more zeal· than is the Queen by h&r servant&in India. 

I was very much gratified with my 'i'isit to Bombay, a city, whicli. 
from its great maritime importance, pre-eminently claims my attention 
as a sailor. My arrival there was happily timed at a period in her 
history which is unprecedented, for it happened almost contffilpo
rnneowy·witAi three great events .. each of which has a direct bearing 
upon her future greatness_ I allude to·the completfun., sf the Railwa1 
communication between Eastern and Western India,-the opening of 
the Suez CanaI,-&nd the laying of the Submarine Telegraph between 
SUES and Bombay. I trust that the bright hopes for the future 
which this happy concurrence of events is calculated to inspire will 
be amply reaIized ; and I aLso hope that, my kind friends in Bombay 
will remember, that simultaneously with the dawn of their good 
fortune, the son of their SoWlreign came among them, to assure them 
of the lively sympathy with wbWl Her Majesty regards them, and of 
the pleasure with which she wiIllesm of their hopeful- pl'O..opects, 
Madras, although heavily wcighted.in the 1'8Ce with h&r sist:eI' capitals 
by local disadvantages, 'welcomed me·so warmly, entertained me with 
110 much consideration, and sped me- on. ml way with such kind 
wishes, that I am glad it was choeen as. the port. for my I'IHlmbark. 
ation. My reception there was a most gratifying and flattering 
oulmination to a. very interesting tour. The three months of my 
stay in India have passed only too rapidly and pleasantly away. I am 
laden with a debt of gratitude-a debt which I am proud to owe, bUll 
which I can ne .. er hope to repay. In all that concerns the welfare of 
India I shall ever take deep interest, for I have learned to regard I:a. 
il""plewUh atrectiOIl,' I am. the glad bearer of a m~ from them. 
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to my mother, which will give her unbounded satisfaction, for I have' 
to tell her how enthusiastic has been my reception, how universal the' 
alfectionate loyalty which greeted me, and how it is for her sake alone, 
,that I have been thus welcomed'to India; that my advent has been 
thus eagerly seized as an o:pportunity for expressing their sentiments' 
of personal devotion to Her Majesty, and of their heartfelt apprecia •. 
tion of the mildness and beneficence of her'rule. 

I must now bid to the people of India an alfectionate 'farewell •. 
May God pour down his choicest blessing on the land. ' 

Believe,: me, My Dear Lord Mayo; , 
Yours very truly, 
(Sigjled) ALFRED. 

(The reading of the Iette:r' by the Viceroy was; 
received with loud applause.) 

His Excellency continued ,,......Gentleme~. I thought, 
that the reading of this letter would, have i1?-terested' 
eve-q. one of you, and I see that it has done so, ,and I 
oow Gall upon you to drink the health. of the Prince. 
of Wales, the Duke of Edinburgh and the rest of, 
the Royal family. (The'toast was receiv.ed with loud., 
applause.) 

The toast of His Excellency the Commander-in-c 
Chief having been proposed and responded to, His: 
Excellency the Viceroy then rose and said:-Your. 
Excellency Lord Napier of Magdala and, Gentlemen,
We have met here to-night to do honor to a dis
tinguished man, (applause); we have met here fo
night to testify our admiration for a long life of public 
usefulness ; we have met here to~night to offer-I. 
cannot call it a humble; for it is really a magnificent 
token of affection. and, regard (applaust-.); and we
have further met to-night to express our sincere and. 
cordial wishes for Sir. Donald McLeod's future weI. 
fare and /3u.ccess~ (Appla.use} For somer.easons. 1 
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regret that the honor of proposing his health ha! 
been committed to me, and that the toast has n01 
been recommended to your notice by some of hu 
distinguished fellow-workers-many of whom I se~ 
around me-who are well acquainted with his labors, 
with all the details of his distinguished career, and 
have had an opportunity of witnessing daily and 
hourly the manner in which he performed, for. so 
many years; a series of most important public duties. 
(Applause.) B'ut, gentlemen, it having been inti
mated to me that, perhaps owing to the position 
which I have the honor to hold, my presence bere 
to-night in presiding over this assembly, might ren-

- der, in virtue of my office, some additional interest. 
I felt it would be contrary to my duty to decline the· 
task, though, !ndeed, I would have been much more 
satisfied to have- assisted inthe character of a guest, 
and to have been allowed to pay my humble tribute as 
an ordinary visitor to the dIstinguished public servant 
whom we have co~e- here to honor. (Applause.) 
Though I appear, therefore, before you on this occasion 
at considerable disadvantage, r can assure you that 
ther~ is no one present who more fully appreciates 
the majlygreat qualities which Sir Donald McLeod 
possesses, and it is particularly gratifyipg to me as the' 
Head of the Indian Ad·ministration to be permitted to' 
jQin in this testimony of regard towards him, and to be 
allowed to express my' concurrence in the opinions 
which I know you all enterta.in as to his spotless,.charac
ter and public service (Cheers.) Gentlemen, In hi.& 
presence I am not going to attempt to elaborate a pan
egyric or to offer anything in the shape of fulsome 
praise I believe it is th e last thing he would wish. that 
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I should do ;" but I merely wish to descrio-e, in a very 
few wordS', how we-tl he has dorie his duty, because I 
believe that, at tire close of his long career, the feel .. 
ing that he ,has don~" his duty to his Queen,. to tne 
Services, and to the Natives of this country, is his- Dest 
l"eward--t1ratis; the feeling which will cheer" hrm ill 
his old age, and will be th-e happiest reminiscence of 
his after-life. (Loud cheers.) Thou"gh Sir Donald "Mc'
Leod can harq.ly be called ali old man--..;he does not 
look like one~(laughter), yet he is at this moment 
the' father of the whole of the Indian Civil." Service; 
that is, tho Civil Service actively employed~-and:r 
must say tha,t, regarding him as such, 'he'i:s blessed 
with a remarkable fine "family (cheers imd laughter) f 
but of all the numerous branches that own his pater. 
nit~, I must say there are none more distingu~shed 
lione niore promising, none niore" vigorous, or none more
ffourishing, than that branch wliich was brougItt to liim: 
by his 4st love-the" fair Punjah-the goddess of the 
Five Rivers. (Cheers and laughter.) That branch "of the 
family have" had the honor of being foremost hi the 
l.'\St great advance which we· shaH probably ever make 
in India; they still form the vanguard of BritIsh power 

. in Hindoostan, and, if the vanguard of our Tule, "they 
may justly be termed the pioneers of civilization in the 
East. (Cheer~ .. ) " 

Though you still have difficulties in" administration 
which. are not experienced' by your" brethren· in other 
parts of India, yet you have shewn, and' are shewing, 
how constancy, devotion, honesty, and- energy are capa. 
ble of surmounting every obstacle, and how the results 
of your rule are daily and hourly becoming more mani .. 
:fest. Daily and hourly the strength of: our power. grows 
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in this land, year by year our footsteps become more 
deeply imprinted on its soil, and, though we are noW' 
only in the,morning of that long day of our power, 
wh~ch will have the effect, as it goes on, of enlightening 
and enriching the people of this country, yet, though 
we are now only in the dawn of the day of ourdomi~ 
nion, stillshort as the time has been since British power 
has been established in the Province of the Punjab, it 
is wonderful to witness the great-:-I may almost say 
magicaI~hanges that have taken place (cheers) ; and 
I assert, and assert it boldly that in nO country in the 
world has the <transition from lawlessness, from violence' 
from corruption, from crime. and from. all those evils 
which have distinguished bad governmEmts in every 
age, been more rapid as it has been in this very Dis
trict. ( CheerS.) Well. Gentlemen, in all these efforts 
a.nd in those means which have been taken by wise and 
great _men to bring about these grand results, Sir 
Donald McLeod has not only ta.ken a share, but a 
very eminent share, in their fulfilment. (Cheers.) 
lIe brought to the Province great experience. for he. 
arrived in India so far back as the month ofDecem~ 
ber 1828: for two or three years he was employed 
in th~iMonghyr Districb; ~or twelve years he was 
attached to the· G.ovemor General's Agency in. the 
Saugor and NerbuJ&a Terl1itories, and.I may s~ely. 
say, having had an opportunity of learning it myself 
in a recent visit to. those parts, that his name is still 
re"ered and respected in the Valley oft-he Nerbudda. 
F.or a short time after that. he aSsisted Colonel Slee
roan in that undertaking which has immortalized his 
name. namely, the suppression of Thuggee and dacoity. 
He wa.s aft~rw.ards M~gistrat.e an.d Collecto~ in. the 



· mE LAHORE BANQUET: 

city of Benares, where he acquired, during the six 
years he held that office, the highest reputation. He 
effected great improvements in the muriicipaJarrange
ments and Police of the city, and vaStly" reduced the 
amount of .crime among.a population which at that 
time was considered as unportant as that of any City 
in India. . In. the year 1849 he first came northwards 
and occupied the important post of Commissioner of 
the Trans-Sutlej States, tlie Division now known as 
Jullundhur. In 1854 he became Financial Conmiis~ 
sioner of the Punjab,-and, I believe I state in the 
hearing of many who know" tlia.t, during the dark 
!lays of the mutiny, during the time when our power 
in India was trembling in the balance, during those 
days when the efforts made in the Punjab- had such 
a wonderful effect in the preservation' of British India 
in those- days he and Sir Robert Montgomery werE} 
among the most trusted advisers 'of the late Governor 
General, whose success and whose exertionS on tha~ 
occaSion confeiTed upon him immortal fam~, and en~ 
abled . him to be justly termed oile of the saviours of 
the Enipire. ( Loud applai.lSe.) W ell, Gentlem~n, in 
the year 1865 he "succeeded Sir Robert Montgomery 
as Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab, who had, as 
you are aware, diStinguished himSelf in the promotion. 
and "encouragement of every good work in his PrO* 
vince. I think" that you can hardly imagine a much 
more distinguished 'career, and on~ which has "offered 
greater opportunities of performing signal service to 
the country; But throughout all.this career he has 
ever advocated ibe same feelings; he has ever sup .. 
ported a liberal" and enlightened' policy towards the 
Native gentry and people of India. (Cheers. ) He. haS 
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aJwaysbeen foremost in every good work for their 
advancement, and, though he was one of those who 
were as actively enga.ged. as any man in the suppress4 
ion of tne Mutiny, I believe there is' not a man in 
India. less actuated by those feelings of resentment. 
which were most naturally entertailled by the great 
mass of the Europeans in this country; and' not only 
this, but he has devoted himself with still greater 
energy anlil &eal' ever siooe to the improvement of 
the people. (Great applause.) 

Among other questions of great social importance 
in which Sir Donald McLeod has taken a leading 
part, is that for the suppression of female infanticide. 
He was one of the earliest mOV'el'S in tlle efforts that 
were made for the extinction of that abominable 
practice unnappily still to a certain extent in exist
~nce ; but this is only one a~ong other measures 
of usefulness in which he has' been consta.ntly en
gaged. His rule, on the, whole has been a peaceful era 
for the Punjab,and I believe its being peaceful is the 
best testimony to his prudence, wisdom, a.nd judg
ment. In formally and thoroughly establishing Bri
tish rule and adminil:ltration according to law, he 
has always looked to peace as the greatest blessing 
.that can be l;>estowed upon his Province; he has ever 
'1'aised his voice a.gainst unnecessary violence, and has 
~ver advocated the interests of the people. (Cheers.) 
During his administration great improvements have 
been made. The. municipal governments of the towns 
I()f this Province have been placed upon a legal and 
-systematic footing. 

I am informed, that when he entered on office 
.only three or four. towns in the Province were provided 
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with written bye-laws and regularly constituted' muni. 
eipal committees. I a.m, however, now told that there 
are upwards of one hundred towns· endowed in some 
shape or other with the me~ns of self-government, and 
I do say that any man who has succeeded in establish
ing municipal ine.titutions, which have always. been in 
every country in the world the basis of civil govern
ment and the first germ of civilizatjo~ is entitled 
to the highest praise. (Cheers.) I believe by his 
wise rule and regulation he has induced numbers of 
the Na.tives of this country to take an active part 
in the administration of their municipal affairs! all-d 
.has by that means laid the founda.tion of a future 
which will be most beneficial: Under his rule dis
pensaries. have been widely -establish-ed, and are now 
performing very valuable service. The numbero{' 
dispensaries when he assumed office amounted to 
only forty-one, and now I am informed that they 
have increased to upwards of eighty, and the number 
of patients have risen from 263,000 to something 
above 400;000. . 

Now, it is almost impossible to concei~e anything 
that will bring home to the minds of'the Natives of 
this country the results of good administration, of 
good government and paternal rule, more than the 
general practice of the healing art-a thing that 
'was totally unknown before-and which the constant 
recurrence of epidemic and other diseases renders 
universal application, and conveys to almost every. 
member of the community a sense of relief and 
comparative safety, brings home to the homes of 
every person the advantages of a wise and humane 
Government. During Sir Donald McLeod's time the 

5 
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Code of Civil Procedure-was extended to the Pnnjab, 
the Registration Act of 1866 'Was also introdubed. 
Great efforts have also been made by him to lay the 
foundation of 'What is so necessary. namely, the first 
-elements -of vitalsta.tistics. There -are many other 
works I could enumerate did time permit; but they 
-are so well known to you all, that I do not think it 
necessary to take up your time --with a recital of 
them. 

The social position of the Natives has also been 
materially improved, and Sir Donald has always taken 
every means in his power to encoura.,cre their exertion 
and develope their energies, and to associate them. 
as far as possible, wit~ his' administration. He has 
ever given his most strenuO]lS support to all educa.-
tional projects, and, I believe, there never was a man 
-who ruled India who was more thoroughly convinced 
of the duties of the Government in that respect. 
Under his aUspices a Lahore University College has 
been lately founded-an institution which, I hope, 
-will one day develope into a centre of high learning 
for Northern India, and I believe it has only to pursue 
the course which it has commenced in order to place 
itself in juxta-position with the older and more firmly 
ilStablished Universities of India. The University 
of Lahore has to win its own spurs, and I can only 
say that it is the desire of the Government to recog
nise its efforts, and as soon as it can lihow that it is 
capable of administering to its pupils that description, 
quality, and extent of education which ought to 
belong to a University, the Government will not be 
slow in extending to it all the powers enjoyed by 
such institutions. The difficult question of female 
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education has also engaged Sir Donald'sbes.t attention" 
and great and ~ost excellent results have occurred, 8() 

much so, that there are now~ I am informed. 722 
Girls' Schools in the Province and 14,500 girls. re.ceiv· 
ing instruction. Now, that is' a. state of things with 
which anyone connected with it must feel deep 
pride, considering the almost insurmountable difficul.ty 
wbich often attend the question' of: female education 
in thIS country. Normal schools, maintaining EtIro
pean female teachers,' have. been established, and 
every thing has been done that could be done for the 
advancement of thisparlicular branch of education. 

I have now to take this public occasion of 
thanking His Honor most sincerely for the support 
he has given to the Government in the matter of' the 
many communications and negociations which, since 
I have come to India, we ha.ve undertaken with. the 
Ameer of AfghanistaIL. I am sure that. all here. will 
agree that the course of policy which has been laid: 
down has, so far as it has gone, been eminently sue,. 
cessful. If its success continues, it will secure peace 
in Central Asia, obtain for us strong and useful 
alliances, and create a new.trade. 1 have only to say 
that, in contributing to that result, we have to thank 
Sir Donald and the Punjab Government for the loyal 
manner il1 which they have seconded our efforts, for 
the excellent advice and good assistance. theY' have 
rendered, and for the prudent and wise manner in 
which they have conducted the communications 
between the Supreme Government and the Ruler of 
Afghanistan. (Cheers.) His greatest attention has. 
always been given during his' rule to the development 
of trade beyond our frontier, and communi~ations 
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are beginning to be established with the wilder tribeiJ 
and nations who dwell on our borders. 

Under SU; Donald's auspices Dr. Cayley was first 
sent to Ladak, whose services are already so eminent, 
that be may be called the pioneer of our communi
cations and our trade wifh Eastern TurkistaJi.. Under 
Sir Donald's advice, the Maharaja of Cashmere- 1as 
relaxed many of the restrictions and many of the 
burdens "Fhich have been for years past pressed upon 
trade. That Ruler is now pursuing a policy with 
regard to commerce which entitles him ",0 all hOlWr. 
The fairs of Palumpore and Peshawur have also been. 
established, and it m1ist be a source of the greatest 
gratification to His Honor to know that.. during the 
last few months of his rule, the Maba.rnja has permit
ted a free and uninterrupted trade route to be de
~ated· and established between this country and 
Eastern Turkistan, and has, moreover, pledged himself 
not to permit any· interference, fiscal or otherwise, 
with any of OW' traders who may pass through his 
territory: all are to come and go in peace and safety 
and thereby {or the first time open up commurucatiOD. 
with those great populations, of which we haye hitherto 
known so little at the other side of the Himalayas.. 
(Cheers.) This has been one of the great objects 
of the Supreme Government dUl'ing the last year, 
and I can only· say that in all the efforts we have 
made in this di:rection, and in all the communications. 
we have thought it our duty to mak&, we have always 
received from Sir Donald McLeod and his Govern
ment the most cordial support and valuable assistance. 
(Cheers.) I could go on at much greater length, and 
could shew you how many important, almost eClually 
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important, mea.sures have been undertaken in the 
Punjab during the last five years in the interest of 
good government and. good administration. Gent1&
men, Sir Donald McLeod bequeaths to his successor 
arduous and most responsible duties. I believe that 
his mantle will fall upon one who is in every way
most worthy and most able to bear it. (Cheers.) 
In Major-General Sir Henry Durand (the announce· 
ment of Sir Henry Durand's name was received with 
loud and prolonged cheering) you will find a. Lieute· 
nant-Governor worthy to be the successor of Sir 
Donald McLeod; you will have one of the foremost 
men in the Indian Service; you will find in him all 
those great qualities which enable men to rule with 
succelils; you will find him firm and fearless, honest 
and brave. ( Loud cheers j. He has vast experience, 
gained in his military capacity, and also in a long 
period of civil service..:.-.experience gained by service in 
the Indian Council at Home, and. in the Supreme 
Council of the Governor General of India. He has 
ability enough to enable him to fill with distinction 
the highest positions in the Public Service, and 
I believe there is not a. man in the service of the 
Queen who would bring to this high office more power 
or greater exptlrience than Sir HeuryDurand. (Loud 
cheers,) 

Gentlemen, I ask you, though I know it is almost 
superfluous to do so, still I ask you to give him your 
hearty and cordial support You are justly proud of 
your Province, and I entirely sympathies with your 
feelings in that respect. You have every right to 
be proud of it, for it i& one of the most interesting and 
most flourishing portions of the Em.l?ire of India. 
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( Cheers. ). "But I would' ask you, in considering the 
'many and val'ied questions which every officer in the 
,Indiau S~rvice has to deal, to lay aside all feelings of 
prejudice, and specially to avoiding provincialism, to 
recollect that we,are all subjects of one Queen, that 
'we ,are all ,fellow-workers together, and that, after all 
that is !laid and done, we are nothing more or less 
than a body of British gentlemen endeavouring to 
role for their good a weaker but still a most 'interesting 
and intelligent nice; and that our mission in 'this 
country is to extend to the people of India the bless
jngs of that civilization whicRhas made us what we 
are. (Loud cheE)rs;) 

Gentlemen, I hope you' will drink with all the 
honors,and in tbe old English fashion-three times 
three;....the. h~a1ih of' of the Lieutenant-Govornor. 

(rha toast was received with loud and continued 
~pplause.) 

OPENIN9' 'OF THE KHAMGAON COTTON 

BRANCH RAILWAY. 

4TH MARCH 18~0" 

lIis Excellency the Earl of Mayo, arrived at Akol .. on the Srd 
of March 1870 accompanied by Major Burne, Mr. Aitchison, CaptaiJ:I. 
Lockwood, the Chief Commissione~; Central Provinces, and the Cotton 
Commissioner. He was entertained that night by the resident, who 
had a dilliler party of 150 people assembled to meet him. The next 
day the 'pany ail started for Khamgaon. The place . had been 
flecorated in every' possible mode with flags and banners, and a dinner 
~or lQ.Q 'l'Jopl~ :~repai'ed, ;rhl} ,Vi~roy'·1!. tmin_ a¢ved l'rec~ly ... 



1870.] THE KlIAMGAON COT1'ONBRANCH1tA.ILWAY. .~ 

, o'clock. P. M. Immediately afte.r alighting, His Excellency hammered 
in the last rivet of th~ line, and declared the line open. An hour was 
spent in a minute inspection of all 'the cotton yards, &c., and the 
company eat down to dinner at 5 o'clock. P. M. The following were 
the speeches made on the occasion. 

The Resident at Hyderabad proposed the health of Her Majesty 
the Queen. Mr. Saunders then rose. and eaid-addreBsing the Viceroy 
-''Your Excellency has by this day's visit given us .the most signal 
imd marked' assurance of the' interest which your Lordship takes in 
all that concerns the productions and commerce of this part of the 
country, and to which, I believe, the prosperity and recent develop
ment of the province and of the town of Khamgaon are chieHy due. , 

That the first State Railway of India bas been made to Khamgaon, 
and that ite inauguration has been presided over by your Excellency 
1n person, are distinctions which I, iJ;!. common with all those who are 
interested, cannot fail to appreciate, and on behalf of the residents, 
both European and Native, of this place, I desire to offer our grateful 
acknowledgmente to your Excellency" for having attended on this 
importent occasion. (Cheers,) " 

The last obstacle has been removed, and for the future, direct 
communication by steam existe between this-the largest emporium 
of cotton in WeB.tern India-and the ports of Europe, which:will take 
every bale that can be brought into its market. In the presence of 
the eminent atatesman-our distinguished guest, Sir Salar Jung-who 
has accompanied me by invitation from Hyderabad to meet your 
Excellency at this place, I trust that I may be perInitted to offer to 
the Nizam's Government an assurance of the interest which we take 
in the Railway project which His Highness has at present under 
consideration in that country, and which is to be carried out by funds 
provided by that Government. The projected Railway to which I . 
allude is that Which is to connect Hyderabad; the capital of the 
Deccan, with the Great Indo-Peninsular system at or near Goolburga, 
aud which, I trust, will equally with this less ambitious project-the 
completion of. which we are now assembled to celebrate-develope the 
material resources of the country, and increase the projection and 
export, not only of .cotton, but of all the" other ,most important 
commercial steples. When I state, with reference tothe.presen~ 
undertaking, that the first Bod for the making ot the Railway was 
turned on the 2nd June last, and that on th~ 25th February the line 
was inspected and declared fit for traffic, I trust;· your Lordship will 
Dot deel!1 that the worlr. W!lS JlO~ either /!ufficieptly .l3peedy, or that. 
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the construction was not su1Iicient1y well carried out.. With BODle 
slight and combined eff\lrt, we were able to ovelCOme all diflicu1ties as 
they arose, ~ if the results in your Escellency's opinion are worthy 
of any commendatioD, they are due to the efforts and energy of the 
engineer!! who were employed on the lin&-o-:Messra. Carey ~ bat, 
who worked under the able euperintendence of Major :Meade, the 
Secretar:y of the Railway Department of the Hyderabad Local 
Administration. 

I feel also that we are indebted for much able assistance ~ 
ellCOurageIDent to :Mr. Lyall, the Commissioner of the West Beran, 
and the Railway that YOIlf ExcellencY has thiB day declared to be 
open has been forwarded in a most enceessful manner by our most able 
Cotton Commissioner, :Mr. Rivett-Carnac (cheers,) whose efforts in 
conneetioll with this line your Ex<:ellency must be well aware of. 

I desire also on this occasion to express the acknowledgments of 
the local AdministratioD, mOle especially to Colonel Trevor, the 
Secretary to the Bombay Government in the Railway Department; 
and I also beg to tender my acknowledgments to the officers of the 
Great Indo-Peninsular RailWay, and at the same time to commend to 
those officers the little offspring which we have this day brought 
forward, and affiliated to its adopted parent, the Great Indo-Peninsular 
Railway. In eo.nclusiou, I would again repeat my acknowledgments 
to your Lordship for the manner in which you have acted on this 
occasion, and for the powerful stimulus which you -have this day given 
both to our commerce and trade, of which Khamgaon is a meat 
important centre. (Loud cheers.) 

HIs EXCELLENCY LoRD MAyo then rose, and 
said.~Mr. Saunders, Sir Salar Jung. and gentlemen,
I can assure you that few things that haTe happened 
since I have been in India haTe given me greater 
g-ratification than being allowed to participate in the 
ceremony of to-day.-Though it is only but a few 
months since, with the full concurrence- of the Secre
tary of State, the Government of India determined 
that for the future the construction of new lines of 
Railway should for the most part be undertaken by 
the direct agency of -Government, it is most encourag..; 
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ing to find that within less than ten months aftet 
that decision was announced, we have been able to 
open the first State Railway in India. (Cbee1'8.) 
Ths Resident has described truly and fairly the 
exertions which have been made· by the various 
officers entrusted with this undertaking, and this 
day shows the successful result of their labor; We 
were often told that it was impossible that the 
Government could do these things by direct agency 
quickly and well, but I think the statement just 
made by the Resident that the first sod was only 
turned on the 7th June last (certainly its consideration. 
was not undertaken by the Governm~nt of India two 
months before), and that the middle of February 
saw' its completion, shows at all eyents that when all 
are willing we can do things sharp (cheers), and 
1!hough unlooked-for difficulties were met' with-not 
so much in the construction of the Hne as in the 
supply of material for the permanent way, which 
caused some delay-we have shown that a good 
substantial line of eight miles can be made, without 
any previous preparation, in as many months; and; 
I am in great hopes from what I have heard since 
I have been here that, wherr the most· important part,. 
of the transaction has to be considered, namely, when 
we come to pay the bill, we shall find that the, 
outlay has not been excessive. At the same time I, 
am not prepared to say that in the construction. 
of future lines of this kind 'we may not be 
able to do the thing at a somewhat less cost than 
for which the Khamgaon Railway has been made., 
Gentlemen the construction of this line bears 
directly on one of the most important subjects which 
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can be taken into consideration by any man
be he European or Native-who is interested in 
the prosperity and welfare of this country. The 
object for which this line is made is to give 
one of the best established, and one of the largest 
cotton markets in Central and Western India, easy 
access to the general Railway communication of the 
country, and therefore, when the Government of India 
determined that it. ought to be made as rapidly as 
possible, it came to that conclusion with no other 
object than ~hat of endeavouring, at the earliest 
possible moment, to do something towards the 
development of the cotton industry of this district. 
1llJ.y one who looks back to the history of cotton culti
vation in the Central Provinces and the Berars must 
be satisfied _ with the great development of that in
dustry which has· occurred in late years. I do not say 
that it is entirely to be attributed to ordinary causes 
We all know that the cotton famine in America had a 
great deal to do in stimulating the development and 
production of cotton in this country, but it is a satis
faction to kno-w that, though a great and almost. 
unnatural impetus was given to its cultivation at that 
time in India, and theugh we cannot look again for the 

. almost fabulous returns- ·'\Vhich were then obtained. 
yet I am sure that those who understand this question 
will agree with me, that a great deal of good ground 
has been gained, though we cannot expect ever to go
back to the. prices of the American war. Gentlemen 
I am informed that in the Central Provimces and the 
Berars, at this moment, nearly 2,500,000 acres are de
voted to the cultivation of cotton, and, allowing for local 
consumption, the exports from these provinces in the 
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year 1869 amounted to something like '300;000 bales 
of 400lbs. each. If we consider what ..an ammense 
quantity ·that is, and consequently whalianumber.of 
people must 'be engaged in its production ..and its 
transport, we shall see what an important dndustry it 
is that we are trying to develope, and what an enor
mous service we can do to the country "by opening 
communications to the markets where such a com
modity is 'brought for .sale. Nat only is the quantity, 
of cotton grown and exported vastly jncreased, but 
I believe I am right in saying that there is a marked 
improvement in its quality. I am informed that at 
this moment in the English market, it is held that.good 
Oomrauwuttyand Khamgaon .cotton is fit to perform 
nearly three fOllrths of tbe "work which .is tptnf'ormt:d 
by ordinary American, so that in the matter of quali.tj' 
the cotton exported from ,this district -is running the 
American cotton 'Very hard. .(Cheers.) I also re.col .. 
lect that, as far as England is ,concerned, the im .. 
portation of Indian.cotton into that country stands 
at the head of the list. 

By the late returns ·which ,have 'been furnished 
to me by my friend Mr. Rivett-Carnac,of whose 
energy and ability it is impossible to speak too highly, 
I find that the whole of the import ,of American. and 
Brazilian cotton into England in the year 1869 
scarcely exceeded the whole of the import of Indian' 
cotton. The America.n import was 4,027,000 cwts., 
the Brizilian 739,000, while the ,imported cotton of 
India amounted to 4,757,000, which was very nearly 
equal to t he entire supply imported from the whole 
of North and South America. Now, I venture to 

. say that if any man had prophesied ten y()ars ago-.. 
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before the American war took place-that the im
portation of Indian cotton into England would have 
greatly exceeded that from the United States he 
WQuld have been looked npon as a madman. But 
this shows how demand will generally create supply 
and it shows also a most indisputable fact, that the 
agricultural resources of this great empire are almost 
unlimited. 

But though we may congratulate ourselves on 
'the pcsition which' Indian cotton has attained in the 
European market, there is still great room for im
provement. I believe there is no fear of any cessation 
in the demand. The mills of Manchester are I fear 
still working on short time, and we know that they 
can take a great deal more cotton than they get. Any 
idea as to the probability of a cessation of demand 
during our lifetime may be, I hope, considered delu
sory. That being the case, our object ought to be 
to strain every nerve to improve quality and in
crease quantity. I have, had a. good deal of con
versation lately with some gentlemen from England 
who appeared to be well acquainted with this su~iect. 
When I came out myself I was under the impression 
that what we most wanted was improvement in. 
the quality of Indian cotton. I have learned sufficient 
Elince I have been here to induce me somewhat to 
alter that opinion" and I believe what the English 
market now demands is 8.0; large and as great an in
<:lease in quantity as they can get. This puts me in mind 
of a remark made by a. well-known bon vivant, who 
used to say that "the best thing in the world is good 
wine, and that the next best thing in the world is 
bad wine, but w:b.atever it is-good or bad-let us 
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have enough of it" !! (Laughter and cheers.) Now: 
I think. that this is very much what the Mancheste( 
people aTe saying with regard to cotton. They say 
,-, give us good cotton if you can, but give us any 
80rt rather than none. Whatever it is we get 
we wiU find the. way to spin it," and, they are 
right, for what they most, dread is the idle mill. 
It would be great presumption in me, in the hear .. 
ing of so many men wno are thoroughly acquainted 
with this question, to offer for 'your consideration 
precise or specific recommendations on cotton,culti
vation in India, but I should like shortly to 
explain what it is the Government of india-:.as 
It Government-are trying to do with, regard to 
the, improvement and development of the . cotton 
industry of the Central Provinces and the Berars: 
You willJ I think, all agree that,. as far as ~cotton 
cultivation is concerned, there are three things of 
which the result and· effect should be as rapidly 
as possible ascertained by .experiment. The first is, 
the impTovement of quality ,and increase· of quantity 
by the careful selection of indigenous seed; the 
second is the use of manure and water, the effects 
of which, I believe, are little known; and the third, 
is the deeper ploughing ,and better' cultivation' of the 
soil. With regard to the selection of the seed: at 
the recommendation of the Chief Commissioner of 
the Central Provinces and the-Resident at Hyder~bad, 
we have sanctioned the establishment of three seed 
gardens-one at Hinghungbat, another at Oomra
wuttee, and the third at this place ( cheers.) Ex;. 
perienced and practical men have been appointed 
to take them in charge. There is no doubt, Ithink 

6 
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that if anything has been proved by experiment, it 
is this, fir8tly, that exotic cotton does not suit the 
climate of the Central ~rovinces and the Berars, and, 
8econdly, that there is much advantage to be gained 
by persuading the cultivator of cotton to be careful 
that, in the selection. of seed, he takes- 'it from 
strong and healthy plants, and from the best bolls 
in order to secure a store 01 good seed for the ensuing 
year's crop. I say that if the exertions of the gentle
men of the CoHoIi Department and the district officers 
have resulted in ascertaining that to be a. fact, and, 
the cultivator can be persuaded of its nse and ad
vantage, a great point is gained, and though this i~ 
not generally known, and there has been as yet but 
little opportunity of impressing it upon the people, 
its discovery ought to encourage us to go on and see 
what more can be done for the improvement of the 
growth in -this country. Mr. Rivett-Carnac informs 
me that 30,0001bs of improved seed have been saved 
this year, which will be sufficient to sow nearly 3,000 
acres, and every . effort will be made to induce the 
native cultivator to try it, so that next year we shall 
be in a position to speak more decidedly as to the 
result of this very interesting experiment. I believe 
there is much to be done in the way of experiment 
with. regard to manure, but there is nothing in the 
world about which there is so much nonsense talked 
as ~anure. I know perfectly well, from long ex
perience as a practical farmer, its inestimable value 
and that its use is the very foundation of all agricul
tural success. Eut the difficulty is to get it, and we all 
knO\; that even in the very highest farming, the (armer, 
if he has to buy, has always to consider first what his 
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manure is to cO'st, and next, what increase of ~rO'p he 
has to create to make it pay. With manure and water 
I could grow first·rate cotton .and wheat in a flower . 
pO't, but would the produce pay the price O'f the pO't ~ 
TherefO're, for the purpO'se of experiment, it will be 
very desirable to endeavour to ascertain the exact; -
amO'unt, quantity, and cO'st of manure which is mO'st 
suitable for the cotton plant. We know that in the 
matter of manure, more especially in India, there 
is enormous and great difficulty. . The best of all 
manure, cow-dung, is almost universally used' for fuel, 
and we must, if we .recommend the use of :{,ny arti
ficial manure, be prepared: to prove that the· expen· 
diture on its purchase would bring proportionate 
profit to the cultivator, for I am certain if we make 
wild ~ecommendatiO'ns to the natives on these sub
jects, we shall do more harm than good. With regard 
to water. although the effect ofirrigation in cotton 
culture in the black soil is still to a. great extent un'" 
. known, yet two O'r three experiments are, I hope, about 
to be tried in the Central Provinces and in the Berars} 
the result of which may turn out to be-exceedingly 
valuable. I should be :;,orry to express a.ny decided 
opinion as to the mode and the extent in which 
water can with advantage be supplied to the 
cO'tton plant, or as to' the best system of culti
vation to be adopted as connected with irrigation, 
but I believe that, under the direction of thO'se 
energetic O'fficers, who have now undertaken the 
matter, in the cO'urse of twO' or three years we 
shall be able to speak much mO're decidedly upO'n that 

. point. With regard to' deeper ploughing, that re-
quires further experiment. There is re31lyno positive 
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. rule on the subject. In soine soils the deepest plough .. 
ing is attended by the most conspicuous success. In 
others, where a. poor sub-soil exists near to the surface, 
absolute mischief can be done; but, on the whole, 
I think that, as far as we know, in t'he black soil 
greater fertility must attend a deeper system of till
ag~. I am quite aware that Governmer..t can do 
very little except in the wal!!f precept ~nd example, 
and the diffusion of the results of accurate experi
ment. I think that t()-:J. certain extent the establish_ 
ment Qf a model farm is very usefuL 

Model farms are of two. kinds, Qne purely experi
mental, which is useful mainly for scientific purposes 
and the Qther thoroughly practical. An experimell
tal farm is Qne which ought to be cQnducted as 
much to show what people ought to shun as what 
they ought to do, and the conductor of the experi
lnental farm might ta.ke for his motto the title of 
a well-known book, and show what his plants olight to 
"cat, drink, and aVQid." But with regard to the other 
desciption of farm, which is a. real model farm, it should 
be' a purely commerciaL undertaking, and should be 
conducted, as far as possible, according to. the ordina
ry mode of agriculture ,of the cQuntry, its object being 
not so much, ,to introduce new systems and new 
plans as' to improve and take advantage 0f the 
means-the cattle and machinery at hand. I am sure 
that if you can persuade the native that he can 
gradually improve the old implements with which he 
and his fathers have been working for generations, you 
are certain at once to teach him something that he 
will appreciate., You do not shock his pr~iudice, and 
you enlist l1is feelings in yenr flivorl and I do believe 
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that if these principles are kept in view by those 
gentlemen who have taken so much trouble, and have 
given so much time to the management of model 
farms, they will probably find out that the develop .. 
ment of the means at hand would be far more 
productive of success than the suggestion of many 
improvements or i!lventions they could themselves 
originate. 

It is the duty of the Government of India, within 
a certain limit, to endeavour to encourage, as far as 
possible, establishments conducted on these principles 
but I believe that the first object of those who are 
entrusted with their management should be to show 
that' the process by which they hope to a.rrive at the 
improvement of the soil and increased production 
is a process which is cheap and easy, and is at the same 
time one which would without fail bring money 
into the farmer's pocket. 

But besides these measures, I think the Govern .. 
lllent has a further duty to perform in endeavouring 
to improve the means of communication as much as 
possible. Railways are for the Government to make. 
Improved local roads can, I believe, best 00 made 
under the direction and supervision of those who ar& 
best acquainted with the locality (hear, hear,). With 
regard to railways,' we are doing in this district aI{ 

much as we can (cheers). We have seen to· day the 
opening of the first State Railway in the cotton 
districts (cheers), and I am in great hopes that 
before three weeks are over, the surveys, estimates 
and plans of the Oomrawuttee branch will be complet
ed, and that we may obtain permission to commence 
work o~ that line at an, early period (cheers). In 



SPEECHES OF EARL MAYO. 

the Central Provinces the able and energetic officers 
engaged have shown remarkable zeal and expedition 
in conducting the surveys, for what I hope will one 
day be the Chanda Railway,. and I had yesterday 
the pleasure of seeing Mr. Armstrong and Mr 
O,Callaghan, who told me that in six weeks the 
whole of the plans and estimates for a railway east 
of Wurdah will be ready to be sent up to Govern. 
ment (cheers). & far then as railway communication 
is concerned, . we are doing. all that we can; and with 
regard to internal communication we must leave it 
to the zeal and judgment of those who are much 
hetter acquainted with the wants of the various 
districts than the ·chief departments of Government 
can possibly be to· suggest what improvements are 
reluired. I have ridden through a large portion 
of the Chanda District during the last few days, and 
all I can say is, that though the country is wild, 
and much of it as- yet uncultivated, yet it is proved 
beyond a doubt that coal, cotton, and· iron. can be 
produced in almost any quantity within a very short. 
distance of each other, and I am not sure that nature 
'Could have provided any district in the world with 
three greater elements of prosperity and wealth. I 
have no dOllbt that before very long a systematic 
beginning will be made for bringing to the surface, 
and extracting froom, the soil, such rich treasures. 
,We have endeavoured to provide these districts with 
good telegraphic communication~ and under the able· 
superintendence of Mr. Rivett-Carnac, we have also 
undertaken to supply the trade from time to time 
with the most accurate agricultural statistics that can 
be obtained; for we • know that all men engaged in 
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commerce and the pursuits of industry appreciate 
more than anything, complete, full, and early infor~ 
mation as to the state and future prospect of the 
crops. I am happy to say that though it has been 
the duty of the Government of India to order great 
reductions of expenditure in various departments, 
it will not be necessary materially to limit the ex.. 
penditme of the comparatively small sums which 
have been granted for the purposes of the encourage .. 
ment and improvement of cotton cultivation, and 
I am happy to say that the . Government of India 
have ordered no- reductions of ex:penditureof this 
·nature in those provinces whioh are more immediately 
undElr its crontrol. 

Having shown how much we are doing to place-
. correct information in the ·possessionof the public, 

to improve communications and to experimentalise 
on the different forms of cultivation, we must leave it 
to our mercantile friends to do the rest; and certainly 
from what we have seen to-day we can not but come 
to the conclusion that no exertion will be ~king on 
their part; for when we see the bold and courageous 
manner in which they have invested their money in 
this place; and have brought with them all the mecha
nical contrivances that science can bring to bear upon 
the pressing and manipulation of cotton intended for 
export, I think we have nothing to complain of the 
exertions which the mercantile community are making. 
to help themselves (cheers.) I can only say that the 
Government of India sincerely wishes them every 
iuccess, and most sincerely desires that the enterprise 
which they have undertaken will be successful, and 
may bring as much advant3;ge to themselves as i~ 
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[ 4TH MARCH, 

",ill to the people of this country. Gentlemen in consi
deration of all these. matters, we must first take into 
account, the interest of the inhabitants of this country. 
The welfare of the" people of India iIJ our first and 
primary object. If we are not here for their im
provement and their advancement, we ought not t() 
be here at all. We cannot therefore deal with these 
subjects in any way that might be deemed selfish, or 
entirely in an English point of view. We must first 
do what we think best to bring to the home of the 
Indian cultivator prosperity and wealth, and that 
must be our first object, and no doubt this object has 
been greatly assisted by the cotton trade. But in 
relation to cotton there is to 'us, as Englishmen, a 
further consideration which must recommend itself 
strongly to our minds, for we may remember that in 
encouraging and developing its culture in India, we 
are contributing t(> the happiness,and welf~re of large 
masses of our countrymen .at home. It must be a 
source of gratification to us, that while doing our duty 
here we may keep that secondary object in view, and 
we may recollect that, when we increase the' produc .. 
tion of cotton. in India, we are setting the mills of 
Lancashire to work, that we are conferring vast bene
fits on a class which at a very recent period, in a time 
of great suffering and distress, displayed almost heroic 
qualities: for weeks and months and almost years the 
American cotton famine brought hunger and want to 
the door of almost every operative in the cottQn ma-. 
nufacturing districts. I know well what their suffer
ings were, and the patient endurance which they: 
evinced in those trying times. 

Gentlemen, . when ~e no", read ill the newspapers, 
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that the Manchester mills are working only three days 
in the week, we little know the amount of distress 
which that announcement involves, for among these 
masses of people the a.bsence of cotton is to thousands 
the abs~nce of food and clothing. It is satisfactory 
therefore to know that in endeavouring to develope the 
agricultural industry of this country, we are conferring 
inestimable benefits upon one of the most numerous; 
the most important, and the most deserving classes 
among our own countrymen. 

Gentlemen, we are fortunate' here to-night in 
the presence of a native' nobleman Sir Salar J ung 
to whom, I may say without flattery, the Govern
ment of the Queen is greatly indebted. Nearly 
sixty years ago, not fifty miles fram here, a great battle 
was fought,-a battle which had not only the im~ 
mediate effect of establishing British power through
out these wide districts, but may also be said to have 
been the cradle of the fame of England's greatest 
Captain. F()r the officer wh() commanded at Assaye, 
the .. Sepoy General" as his enemies used to call him 
when he returned t,() Europe, was the man who after
wards led our armies in a hundred victories. At that 
time the forces of the Nizam were ranged beneath 
the British standard; then, as now, a firm alliance 
was established between His Highness' Government 
and the Government of India; then as now the twa 
Governments were engaged in the same objects within 
these regions. Times have changed since then. The 
voice of war is happily no longer heard; but I am 
proud to say that the firm alliance with Hyderabad 

. exists, still and among all the Native Rulers and states-
men of India we can count no stauncher or stronger 
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friend than -the Minister of the Nizam who sits beside 
me here. The only enemies we have now to subdue are 
ignorance, prejudice, and idleness; and I believe that 
in our conflict· with these old foes we have no more 
faithful ally than Sir Salar Jung (cheers). At his 
recommendation .the Government of the Nizam has 
within the last few days, made a specific proposal for 
constructing, at its own expense, a Hyderabad State 
Railway from that city to Gulburga. And I can truly 
say that, haviug been cognisant of all the communi
cations that have passed on that subject, the-Minister 
has shown from the very first a most enlightened 
desire· to bring about with all speed the necessary 
a.rrangements, and that he has shown no disposition 
to do anything in the .matter except what is just 
right, honorable, ~d fair. I ~m not without hOpei 
that, before many days elapse, we may be· able to 
announce to the public the outline of ail engagement 
between us and the Nizam's Government for the cons
truction of a most important line of railway, which 
though it will be to a certain extent under British 
management and CDIltrol, yet being the property of 
the Hyderabad -State, will, I hope, always remain 
for every practical purpose completely and essen
tially the Hyderabad State Raihvay (cheers). Well 
Gentlemen, this is-very encouraging, and if the Govern
ment of India have had the satisfaction of constructing 
within the assigned districts of Berar our first State 
Railway, Sir Salai' J ung will enjoy the proud honor 
of being 'the first representative of a native Govern
ment that has inade a state Railway for itself. Though 
our first object in coming here is to celebrate tne 
opening of this little linel we are here also to do all 
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40nor t9 one'who lias set so willing an example to his 
(;ountrymen in India (cheers) .. 

lam afraid I have already detained you too long, 
and the darkening shades of night warn me that we 
must go on our way, but. I cannot conclude without; 
one more remark, and it shalfbe my last. D~ring 
the shor~ time I have been down here, it has been 
most' gratifying to witness the extreme zeal and 
energy ,with which all the officers of the Government 
are engaging in the work of agricultural and every 
other improvement. Under the able direction of the 
Resident at Hyderabad and the Chief Commissioner 
of the Central Provinces, I see that the gentlemen 
jvho are administering the affairs of these districts are 
evincing the most active zeal in' the promotion of 
of every good work (cheers). We all labor hard in 
India, and as to the extent to which 'the heads of 
departments and the members of the Secretariat work, 
no one knows better than I; but, aJ'ter all, we can 
in reality effect little or· nohing unless our efforts 
are seconded, and. our. suggestions obeyed by the 
district offioers of the local Administration.· It is 
upon the executive officer, as a rule, that the real 
improvement of the country depends. We are endea;' 
'vouring to do within the limits of a generation works 
that have taken other. Governments and other nations 
years upon years to perform; and I am convinced. 
that within that short time great development, rapid 
progress, and general improvements will be obtained. 
I am free to admit that in these matters our succeSi 
is more due to the active exertions of the local and 
. district officers who act under our orders, than it is . 
to the Government ef India itself (cheers). It is 
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m~ch easier to make recommendations than to carry 
them out (hear, hear)., Wherever I have been, it is
all the same. Under the snows of the Himalayas, 
in feverish jungles, . and on burning plains, I have 
always found the same class of men doing the same 
good work. I am perfectly aware that in many cases 
their reward is small. The doors of fame are in many 
cases not open to them, and they work in.sol.!-tude and 
silence, but that does not seem to daunt them. They 
press out, fully convinced of the importance of their 
duties and the rightfulness of their cause (cheers). 

Having seen, in a short time, much of India, I am 
happy to take this opportunity, thus early in my 
career, of paying my humble tribute to the mode in 
which their duties are performed by the civil
military and military-civil officers of this great Go
vernment. I believe that in the history of the world 
no sovereign was ever served by a body of men who 
were engaged in more arduous, more useful, and more 
important duties than are the servants of our 
Queen in India (loud cheers). I know that they will 
succeed. The power, of the Anglo-Indian Adminis+ 
tration is recognised throughout the world, and while 
it is conducted by such men and on such principles. 
it can never cease to redound to the glory of our 
Queen, the honor and credit of the British name, and 
last, and above all, to the welfare, the prosperity, and 
the happiness of the people of Hindoostan." 

The Viceroy sat down amidst loud and long continued cheer. 
Sir Salar J ung, who spoke in Hindoostani, then rose and s&id that il 
gave him great pleasure to be present as the representative of the 
Nizam's Government at this interesting ceremony. He desired especially 



1810.] . AJl{ERE DURBAR. 

b express his thanks that the services 'of the Nimm's Government 
and the long and faithful alliance between the British Government· 
andtheNizam, had not been forgot~en, as indeed they ought not to be 
forgotten. He hf)ped that the same intimate and friendly relations 
would in future years be .continued. Had he known before-hand 
thatIlis Excellency iatended to make such honorable mention ef 
himself, he would have been prepared to express his acknowledgment~ 
in more suitable terms. The Viceroy then in a few appropriate words 
proposed the health of Mr. S~unders, who briefly l'eturned thanks. 
The proceedings then terminated. The Viceroy; accompanied by his 
"'taft', had opened the Chanda -C"al Fields on the 1st of March, and. 
although he had ridden over 200 miles to do this. he looked well 
.anQ heaJlty, and seemed much ,pleased with ,his hearty reception. 

AJMERE DURBAR. 

On Saturday, the 22nd' of October, 1870. His Excellency tbe 
Viceroy and Govel'llor General of India received in Public Durbar the 
Princes and Nobles and Native Gentlemenassembled·at- Ajmere. ,The 
Civil and Military Officers of Government assembled at Ajmere wer~ 
also present. The Maharana of Oodeypoor. was attendi:d by nine of 
his principal Sirdars, the Maharaja of Jodhpoor by nine,·and the other 
independent Chiefs of Rajpootana by six each. The Raja of Shahpoora 
was accompanied by two of his Sirdars • 

.At 7-30 A. M. the Raja of Shahpoora arrived •• 

.At 7-40 A. M. the Maharaj Rana of Jhallawar arrived. 
Thereafter, at intervals of 10 miButas.·, the other Chiefs arrived 

in the following orders :- .,-
The Nawab of Tonk. 
The Maharaja of Kishenghur. 
·T·he Maharao of Kota.h. 
The Ma.ha.rao Raja of Boondee, 
The Maharana of Oodeypoor. 

The Mahamja of' Oodeypore was met as he arrived at the door 
of the Durbar tent and. conducted to his seat by the Agent to the 
Governor General, the Foreign Secretary, the Private Secretary to 
His Excellency, and to Aide-dc-Camp.. . . 

7 
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The other independent Chiefs were met at the door of tbe Dorbar 
ten~ and conducted to their seats by the UDder Secretary in the 
Foreign Departmen1; and two of the V"weroy'a A.idea-de-Camp. The 

-Baja of Sbabpoora W8II met and CODductecl to his seat by an Assistant 
to the Governor General's Agem and by an Aide-de-Camp of the 
Viceroy. The seats on the right of the V"weroy were in the foIlowiDg 
order:-

The lIaharana of Oodeypora; 
The Foreign Secretary. 
The Under Forei.,"1l Secretary. 
The Kaharao Raja of Boondee. 
'!'he Maharao Raja of Kotah. 
The Maharaja of Kishenghur. 
'!'he Nawab of Tonk. 
The Mahanj Rana of Jbal1awar. 
The Raja of Sbabpoora. 

'!'he Sirdars of the various Chiefs ware seated behind their 
respective lords. The Den to be provided with Beats wereth& 
Ajmere Istumrardan!, the Valeels of abeen~ Chiefs in a.tt.endanee to 
the Agen1; to the Governor General, the )leer )loonshee of the 
Governor General's AgenC"f, and, after him, vanOUll other Natrre 
Gentlemen. 

On the left. of the V" JCel"Oy aN; the Agent to the Governor 
General, the Private and){ilitary Secretaries, and the Political, Civil, 
and ){ilitary Officers present, according to their ftIlk. 

When an were assembled, His Excellency the V"JCeI'Oy and 
Governor General entered the Durbar IICeOIIlpanied by the Secretary 
and Under Secretary in the Foreign Department, the Private and 
){ilitary Secretaries,· and His Excenency's Pert!Onal Stalt A Roylll 
Salute WILlI iired, the troops preeented arms, and the band played 
"God SaTe the Queen. - As the Viceroy entered, every person present 
totood up and continued standiDg until His Elr:oeIlency had takea bis 
_t on the throne. 

The independent Chiels and the Raja of Shahpoora were then 
introduced by the Foreign Secretary, one by one, to His Excellency. 
The Sirdam of the .Chiefs and the other Native Gentlemen present 
were introduced by the Under Secretary. . 

The Maharaja of Oodeypoor presented no NllZlI11r but all others, 
wben introduoed, ofFered the usual Nuazura. 

When the introductiona were over, the Viceroy and Go\'t'l'llOl' 
General delivered the following address ;-.. 
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I am much gratified by yol1r presence here today. 
tt is good to see assembled around the Viceroy of In .. 
dia the heads of so many of the most ancient houses of 
Rajpootana.. It is long since a Governor General has 
met you in Durbar 'Within the walls of this old city i 
and since the Government of India. has been placed 
directly under our Sovereign, no Viceroy has been. 
able to come to Ajmere. But your welfare and that of 
your people have nevertheless ever been objects of the 
deepest interest to the British Government. Her Ma· 
jesty the.Queen regards with the utmost solicitude the 
well-being of all the inhabitants of Hindustan, whether 
they be Chiefs or peopl~ whether they are Her Majes~ 
ty's immediate subjects, or are ruled over by Native 
Princes. I, as the Representative of the Queen, 
have come hereto tell you as you have oftell 
been told before, that the desire of her Majesty's 
Government is to secure to you, and to your succes~ 
sors, the full enjoyment. or your ancient rights 
and the exercise of all lawful customs, and to assist YOI1 

in upholding the dignity and maintaining the' autho
rity which you and your fathers have for centuries 
exercised in this land. 

But in order to enable us fully to carry into 
effect this our fixed resolve, we must receive from you 
hearty and cordial assistance. If we respecll your, . 
rights and privileges, you should also respect the rights 
and privileges of those who are placed beneath your 
care. If we support you in your power, we expect in re· 
turn good government. We demand that everywhere 
throughout the length and breadth of Rajpootana justice 
and order should prevail; that every man's property. 
should be secure; that the traveller should come and 
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go in safety; that the cultivator should enjoy the fruits 
'of his labor, and the· trader the produce of'his com
merce; that you should make roads and undertake 
the construction of those works of irrigati<>n which will 
improve the condition of the people,' and.. swell the re~ 
venue of your States; that you should .encourage edu

. eation and' provide for the relief pf the sick. 
And now, 'let me mention a proj1lct which I have 

'much at heart; '1 desire much to invite your assis
tance to enable me to establish at Ajmere' a S'choo! 
or college which should be devoted exclusively to tne 
ed:ucation of the sons ofthe Chief, Princes, and leading 
Thakoors' of ·Rajpootana. It should :be an institution 
suited to the position ana rank of the DOYs for whose 
instruction :it· is intended, and such a system of teacIi
ing should be- founded as would be best calculated 
to fit ·them for the important duties which in 
after life they· woul<;l be called upon to discharge, 
It would not possible on thi.s occasion to describe 
minutely the different featilTes of' such an institution, 
but I hope· to communicate: with you sJJ.-ornly 011 -the 
subject and I trust you will favour and' support au/tt., 
tempt to give to the youth of Rajpootana instruction 
suitable· to tbeirhigJr: birtb 'and position . 

. Be assured that we, ask you to do all this for no 
other 'object bu-t your· own benefit. If we wis11ed you 
.to remain weak, 'We should say, 'Be poor,. and ignoranfi 
anddilotderly.' It is because we- wish you to be strong' 
that we desire to see you rich, instructed, arnd well
governed. It is for such obje~tsthat the servants of 
the Qlleen rule in india i and Providence will ever: 
sustain the rulers who 'govern for the peoples' good. 

I am but h.ere for a time; the able and. ardent offi-



tE!rS who surround me will, at no distant p~riod return 
to their English homes; but the power which we re
present will endure Cor ages. Hourly is this great Em
pire brought nearer and nearer to the throne of our 
Queen. The steam-vessel and the railroad ari.a.ble Eng.;. 
land year by year tQ enfold India in a closer embrace. 
But the coils she seeks to entwine arouud her are no 
iron fetters, but the golden chains of affection and' of 
peace:. The- MUrs of conquest are past;' the age of im
provement has begun. 

!'Chiefs and Princes, advance in. the right way' and 
secure to y~ur children's children and to future-genera,... 
tiona of your subjects the favourIng -protection of a 
power who 9nly seeks your good. 

Utter and Pawn w_ given by the V"lCeI'OJ' himself to .tD.e 
Kahamja of Oodeypoor; by the Foreign. Secretary to the other 
iDdependent Chiefs presellt and by the Unds ~ to the SirdlmI 
and native Gentlemen. 

The Viceroy and GovernOr, General left theDurbar under a 
Royal Salute, aooompanied by the Secretary and Under Seeretary in 
the ForeigD Department, the Private and lfili.tary Secretariea, anti 
Ria Excellency'a Penonal StafF. 

The Chiefs were condueted to their elephants in 'the order of, 
their rank, beginning with the Maharana of Oodeypoor downwards, 
by the FoJrei,,"Il and Under Secretaries and the Political OfIicera 
n-nt. 

THE INVESTITURE OF H. H. lrAHARA.JAIf 
OFPUTTIALAH.' 

The ceremony of the,inveetitureof Ria Highness the ltaharajahof 
I'l1ttiala, Prince Gholam Mahomed, and Silo William Grey Lt. Governor 
of Bengal with the insignia of the Star of India took place' Oll 

the 18m February 1871 at Government House. Long before the 
iolll' na.med for the ,ceremony, Government House was thronged with; 
~toB. The Marble Hall in which the wveititure tOok »1ace,.largJ' 
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as it is, was too confined a place to give the ceremony the impoeing 
aspect that it had when His Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh 
was invested. There was, however, a goodly glitter of uniforms, and 
the fair Belt m118tered strongly, their dresses eeriaiDly ~gwith 
the uniforms and with each ather iB brilliancy. The dais aud canopy 

. at the end of the room were the aa.me as used at the ceremony of the, 
Duke's installation. There were no other decorations, and the hall 
consequently looked rather bare-but for. the glitter of the dreBsea 
and bright ey6I. A few minutes after 5 P. M. a Royal Salute was 
fired, &lld the procaasion of the members of the Order at once entered 
the hall, tile juniors leading. The Grand Master, Earl Mayo, was 
dressed in the uniform of a Lord Lieutenant, wearing of courae the 
Cloak, badge, and collar !If the Order of the Star of India. All 
present roee 8Ild remained standing while the procession moved up 
.to the dais, and until the Grand Master had taken his _to The 
Chapter was then clealared fonnally opened, and the Secretary having 
called over tho II&1II.88 of the Knights Grand CollUllllndera. withdrew 
with the Under-&cretary to meet His Highnesa the Maharajah of 
Puttiala at the foot of the Grand Stain:ase, and conduct him to the 
-top. Here he waa met by the two Junior knight Commanders, and 
led in the following procession to the dais-the guards of honor. 
presenting arms as he passed. 

Spears, 
:Maces. 

Under·Secretary in the Foreign Deparlment bearing the Insignia 
of the Order. 

Secretary of the Order. 
The two Junior.Kmghts Commanding Officer bearing the furled 

banner of His Highness; 
Pages and attendants of His Highness. 

After reaching the foot of the dais, the Secretary delivered the 
Sovereign's Warrant.to the Grand :Master, tho Under-Secretary 
handing him the Collar of the Knight Grand Commander • 

. After the reading of the Sovereign's Warrant, the Junior Kmghts 
then invested His Highness with the Ribbon Badge and Star of the 
Order, and lastly with the Mantle. This done, His Highness was led 
to the Throne, and made reverence, when the Orand Master inftSted 

him with the Collar, addressing to him the following admonition :-

" 1'11. the -name oj the Quun and by Ber Majesty's 
eommand I ~r.o il!Ve8t yo~ ~ith the h.onorable I Mig-
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'7!!ia oj tke Sta;r oj India, oj which Most exalted Order 
Her Majesty has been g1'MWusly pleased to appoint 
you, to be a Knigl,t Gra'Y.U1. Oommander." 

A salute of seventeen guns was then I!.red, after which His 
Highness shook banda with the Maharajah of Jeypore, the only 
Knight Grand CoDDJlllllder preeeilt. He was then reeonducted to the 
table, and signed the promise requiud .by the statutes. of the Order. 
A grand flourish of trumpets then sounded through the hall, while 
His Highness's banner was unfurled, and moved over his head by his 
Standard Bearer, and the ceremony of investiture was completed. 
His Highness was very gorgeously dreBSed and covered with jewels; 
the emeralds and diamonda alone in his turban would have made in 
olden days a King's ransom. The Maharajah of Jeypor&, though 
attired in gorgeous silks, wore few jewels, while His Highness the 
Maharajah of Vizianagram was the cynosure of all the ladies' eyes 
from the magnificent display of pearls and emeralds which decorated 
his handsome head. 

In the evening His Excellency the Viceroy entertained the newly 
made Knights and a large number of the spectators. Instead of Ii 
ball, which would have been appreciated by only a few of the Euro
peans, His Excellency, wishing the natives to understand that honor 
was being done to His Highness of Puttialla, caused a brilliant display 
of fireworks to be let oft' in the Government House compound. This 
entertainment commenced about 10 P. :M. ; and that it was appre
ciated, could be judged from the extraordinary crowd of natives which 
thronged the streets and every available spot where a view of the 
scene could be obtained. The fireworks were very· brilliant, and 
luckily went off without an accident, although there were one or two 
narrow escapes. 0118 of the fire balloons fell in close vicinity to 
jute !!Crew house; and if that had caught lire, there would have been . 
plenty of work for the fire.engines and water-pipes that night. To 
go up like a rocket, and comedown like ita stick, is an old simile, used 
with regard to the fall of upstart pride; but it was unpleasantlY' 
exempliJied once or twice on Monday evening, .when several of the 
rocket sticks fell on Government House steps amongst the ladies 
dresses and caused no little telTOT. No further damage, however, was 
done to the fair. After the fireworks, which had made the air almost 
·stifling with sulphurous vapour, a glass of iced champagne was most 
aoceptable, and this was x-eady at the- well-fumiahed supper tables, to 
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wNch the guests made rapidly oft', and did every justice to. On the 
right of His Excellency, the Maharajah Puttia1Ia and Bis IDghnesa 
of V'IZianagram were seated, with the Countess of Mayo and Sir 
William Grey opposite. After giving the toast of the Queen, His 
Excellency proposed the health of His Highness the newly·made 
~ight Grand Commander. 

His Excellency the Viceroy said.:~ William 
Grey, l.a.dies and Gentlemen :-It is- my pleasing duty 
to propose to you' the health of B"lS Highness Mohinder 
Singh, Maharajah of PuttialJa, Knight Grand Com~ 
mander of the Star of India. Each member of this 
large assembly must feel gratified at being enabled 
by their presence here to-nignt to. pay a mark or 
respect to. the Representative of one of the most 
distinguished Houses in India. Since the year 
1809, when. by Treaty Runjeet Singh renounced 
forever his supremacy over the CisSutleJ States,. 
the' closest friendship and. alliance have invariably 
existed between the Chieftain of Puttialla and the 
British Government. Differences, from time to time 
~ay have occuo-ed, but they were only differences 
comparatively minor importance, and. speaking ge
nerally, I may say that throughout the whole period 
wnich has elapsed: since the beginning of tlie pre
sent century, the friendship between this Government 
and the Princes OP PuttiaUa. has- scareely ever been. 
interrupted. 

So far back as 1814 in the days of tlie Ghoorka. 
war, the then Ruler of the PuttiaUa State was 
able to afford our Troops under Ochterlony the most 
material and valuable assistance. When the first 
Sikh W&.l' broke out, Maharaja Karam Singh, who. 
was. then-very. ill,. afforded m~ch. v.alu:1ble support. t~ 
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Lord Hardinge in the military operations which ended 
in tlie gr~ai victories of the Sutlej-.. He died the 
day after the" battle ol Ferozeshah and was ~uc
ceeded by Narindar Singh, the lather of the pre
sent Chief whom we meethere to-night. (applause .. ) 
Throughout the whole of his rule, Narindar Singh 
ever showed the same spirit of loyalty to "British rule 
wh~ch diStinguished his predecessors. But it was pri~ 
cipally in the dark days of the Mutiny that he was 
enabled to perform signal service. 

There are many here who recollect the great and 
valuable service which the Maharajah;s Father was 
able" to render, and did render to us, on that memor
able time. He showed how a Sikh Prince could' recog .. 
nise and repay the many acts ol kindness and suppo:rt; 
which he and his Fathers, had received at the hands 
orthe British Government. 

Many here will recollect how, the very night 
,that the news first arrived at Puttialla ol the outbreak 
of the Mutiny and the events at Meerut and DehH~ 
the Maharajah's lather marched at once with aU the 
furce he had a.t his command, to aSsist And support 
British authority, at lJril:baHa.-how, immediately a(~ 
terwards, all his elephants, camel and cacriage" were 
despatched to Kalka to lacilitate the passa~ olthe Eu'
ropean Troops lrom Subatb.oo and Dugshie to the plaii1!J 
-how his troops assisted for many weeks in holding 
Umballa and the various stations surrounding it. many 
will recollElct how his forces kept open the Grand Trunk 
Road from Phillour "to ~urnal, and so ke-pt free aU' 
important porti'On of the communications (applause.) 
We all know how he· behaved dUring the siege of 
Dehli-how he sent a valuable contingent under the 
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command of Sitdar Pertab Singh and was only res~ 
trained froin taking part in the siege in person, be· 
ca.u~e our offcers thought his presence in his own coun· 
try would be more useful than any here else-how he 
fm'nished throughout the war a valuable contingent of 
8 guns and 5,000 men-how-he rejecte:l every effort 
that was made by the rebel King to seduce him from his 
allegiance, and with what hospitality and kindness he 
recieved the vru .. ious refugees who came in from Sirsa, 
Rhotak and Hissar, and the many districts around. 
We may recollect how, in the following year, his 
troops assisted in restoring order in the Dholepore 
State and what good service his Contingent did at 
Owalior, and how be raised a special. force for service 
in Oudh. 

I know - that the distinguished man who now, 
leads the Axmy in India, were he present, would b~ 
the first to testify, as a; personal witness, to the great 
assistance given by the Puttiala Chief throughout the 
bad yearE! of '57 and '58. I doubt Dot that you have 
to.day witnessed with pleasure, how by Her Majesty's 
Commands,! have conferred, upon the present Maha
raja ofPuttiala~the son of our tried and faithful 
friend-the highest honor which it is in Her Majesty's 
'power to bestow- upon one of her groot Indian 
Feudatories. Having now, for two years enjoyed the 
the personal friendship of the Maharajah and watched 
his career, I may say that he has shown every disposi.· 
tion to tread in his father's footsteps-that he has; 
shown. (>n many occasions Vo full appreciation of the 
support 'which he has received from: the British 
Government in his endeavours to govern wisely and 
well~a support which is alike extended to every 
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Native Chief in India who endeavours honestly and 
actively to perform his duty to his State and people. 
He has shown during his short rule what interest ne 
takes in the (lause of education in the Puttiala State 
which is, I hope, rapi.dly progressing under the auspice 
of Ram Chunder some time His Highness's tutor, .and 
now Director General of Public Instruction in Putt~ 
a.lla. We feel sure that-in that State, education will not· 
flourish less, or will be attended to in a leeser degree 
than it is in any other State in India. ( Applause. ) 

lC any gentleman here, wishes to be informed on' 
that subject he has only to read the very able and 
interesting report which the Maharaja'S Director of 
Public Instruction has lately published. TheMaha~ 
raja is now engaged in laying down at his own expense, 
a'l'elegraph Line between Puttialla. and Umballa
qUIte lately the long and protracted negociations with 
regard to the Sirhind Canal, have, under his guidance, 
been brought to a close, and he has-pledged his rev';' 
enues to assist, in one of the greatest Irrigation enter.o 
prises of the country, to the amount of three q1tartef'B 
,oJ a million of money. I am fully assured that His 
Highness will continue, as he has begun, and will 
endeavour by every means in his power to perform all 
the duties of a good and wise Ruler. It may never 
be his fortune to assist us with his forces in the Field, 
.as his fathers did. I hope the day of war may never 
come, and that 'the necessity may never occur,_ but I 
am ,certain that if occasion did arisE? -he would be 
found a9 faithful, as loyal~ and as,true, -as his father 
aDd grandfathers were hefore him. . 

I h~ve now to bid Your Highness ~ost hearty 
welcome to the ranks of the, goodly ~rotherhood 
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of the' Star of India. I am glad that it has beeD 
my lot to have takeD the most prominent part 
in' the ceremony which by the Queen's Command 
has placed your name OD the illustrious Roll which, 
contains the names of many of the greatest men 
who have oflate years laved and served India.-a list 
which' now comprises many of those most distinguished 
-by ancient lineage, or by services iD arts-iD letters
in science, ,or in arms. May you live long to enjoy 
the special honor which Her Majesty has this day con
ferred upon you, and may you ever prove yourself 
worthy Member of the exalted order of the Sial' 
India. 

H'lS Highness's health was then drunk amidst 
great applause, His Highness. the Maharaja of Putti
alia, who seellled much overpowered with. the wal'lll 

and cerdial receptioll which greeted him, replied briefly 
but fluently in Euglish, expressing his cordial acknow
ledgments for the great honor which Her Majesty the 
Queen had that day done him, in bestowing on him 
at the hands oBhe Viceroy. the Grand Cross of the 
Star of Inciia. He said he sil)cerely hoped that he 
would ever' deserve the honor, and as long as he wore 
the badge of the Star of India. follow his lamented 
father's example, in loyalty and devotion to the British 
Government, whose sole aim was the happiness of the 
people of Incia and the honor and dignity of their 
Chiefs. He added bis thanks to Lord Mayo perso
nally for all the kindness showed to him .. since his ac
~on the Musnud. The party then broke up at 
a}out 2 A.,M. 



"THE OPENING OF TRESIMLA FINE 

ARTS EXHIBITION. 

AT SIMLA, the Summer retrea.t olthe Indian Govemment in 
tb.eRimalyahs, Qn the 20 SEPTEMBER 11171 The Fourth AD~ual Ex
hibition of Fine Arts was opened by ·the· "Viceroy ·at .. llenmore " 
at. four o'clock. His ExcellendY, accompanied. b1LadyMayo. 
entered the first room, at the ·he~ of which a . row of chairs was . 
placed for the occasion. Their Excellencies having taken their seats, • 
supported on the rigltt lha.nd by the :Bishop ·of Calcutta. and Oli the 
left by the Maharajah of Puttiala.. The' Vice P.resident of the 
hhibition, Sir Richard Teml>le, requested ·His Excllllenc:yto declare 
·the Exhibition open. . 

H. E. LORD MAyo then rose and saId :-

III declaring this Exhibition open, I am sure that 
I only express, the feelings that are felt by all present~ 
of satisfaction at seeing how really good is the display 
of art this year; and that although, owing to the causes· 
which the Vice-President has so gr.aph.ical~y described, 
tbere may be a slight fallimg oft',in the :number ·of con-. 
tributions, yet at the same time the quality of the' 
pictures is, on the whole, better than it has ever been 
before. (Hea~·.) It is also gratifying to hear that· the; 
Exhibition has got ~l!lto that condition wnil::heverybody 
desires great states and undertakings to reach-that is. 
a chronic state of surplus (Much laughter), and I am.. 
sure that under the vice-presidency of so distinguished 
a Financier as Sir Richard Temple (Cheers al1l.a lauglder) 
it will turn out not only to be a solvent, but actu. 
ally a I'elliunerauve concern (Dheetr-8 ·a1la laughter.) 

I think. that those ladies and gentlemen who 
have attempted tG place a ~o~n-ey value upon their 8 . , .. 
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pictures, have exhibited exceedi~g modesty, and I feel 
'sure that had the public been invited to express in the 
usual way-that is, by public auction-the estimate 
they entertain of their value, the sums obtained would 
have been much greater than those which have been 
appended by the artists themselves. Certainly, in such 
a. COOJl.try as this, where there is so much scope. for art 
and where nature is presented in such variety and 
beauty, it is not to be wondered at that even those 
whose time is almoiit entirely taken up in laborious 

• duties, have been enabled from time to time to devote 
a. few hours to- the' study of that art which has enabled 
them to record those beauties in so attractive a 
manner, and given so much pleasure to their friends. 

We must alI confess that as far as the water-color 
branch of tIte. present Exhibition goes, the charms of 
Nature nave been most successfullJ portrayed ·by the 
artists whose works adorn these walls. I am· not sur
prised: that in the presence of so much that is beautiful 
my hon'ble friend has been carried away by the spirit 
of poetry. (LaugAte'1.) It is a long time since I capped 
verses, btlt perhaps on the present occasion I may be 
allowed to Enil1!lark .. little in the same strain (lall!11de'l') 
and to- saywhea we look at the views ·of Himalayan 
scenery banging on these walls, we see hills whose 
height, grandeur; and extent were never even dreamt 
of by' the Author of "Manfred" when he spoke of 

<The clliIicu1t air cf the iced mountain's t.op. 
Where the birdS, dan! Dot build, DOl' insect's· wing' 
Flit o'er the Ilerbless granite. 

Though our artists have been successful in por-· 
fmying mountain scenery, they have been also equally 
1lappy -m depicting other landsC8Jles in this country: 
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Cashmere, the land both of mountain &Ild vale has 
always- been a. fertile subj~ct for the exercise of the 
talents both of poet and painter. Her beauties have 
never been more graphically described than by my own 
countryman~ Tommy Moore, whom everyone kQ.ows so 
well, in songs which no one but an Irishman ~ould have 
written, seeing that he never was in. the country in hill 
life. (La'llgkter a'1Ul cheer8.) 

Many have been successful here this year hi 
representing the beauties of this lovely laDd, and none 
Inore so than our Vice-President; for if we look to. 
the various sketcheS taken by him dllring his recent 
tour in Cashmere, we must admit that his pictures 
portray the beauty of that country with great truth, 
talent, and success. (Oheen) Perhaps I may be allowed 
to say, without implying anything derogatory to his 
talents, that this success may be liIomewhat attributed' 
to the fact that these sketches were taken under the 
inspiration of a honeymoon trip (Gr6at laughter ancl 
cll.Urs) ; - and seeing the result of tha.t trip; it is 
evident that he did fully enter into the spirit -of thal 
sweet ~oem of my countryma.n when he exclaimed-

What a mptUJ'8 is his 
Who, in moonlight and music, thus sweetly may glide 
O'er the Lake of Cashmere with that liRe by his Bide ; 
If .. WODllm can make the wolllt wildemlll!l!! dear, 
Think, think what a heaTeR she must make of Cashmere. 

Loud ckeera and laughter. 
I can only hope that as the sentiment has been 

so well rece'ived, some of my fair hearers may before 
long start upon a. similar tour. (Laughter.) 

If we return to other descriptions of scenery, 
we find them equally successfully portrayed - here. 
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,That scenery which is peculiar to his country-the 
scenery which is found in the great Vindyan and the 
ranges of the Central Platea.u'-&' scenery of rock 
and gorge, and tree and ravine, not characterized by 
the mighty grandeur'of the Himalayas but by a beauty 
and a magnificence all its own~ (Appla'USe.) And 
when, I speak of that scenery which is familiar to so 
many here, we shall recal to our minds with what truth 
and beauty. it is depicted and described by one now 
among us-the gifted Author of the .Annals of Ru,l'al 
Bengal. No one who has read ihat book (which I feel 
is but the .forecaSt of a distinguished literary career) 
but must acknowledge with what accuracy and tntth 
the; autlwr deseribes the peculiar scenery' which extends 
over a; great portion of Central India.. Then, again; 
there are vi1lw$ of a 'totally different land-of the 
oountrieswhere the lurid sun sinks on the bOsom of the 
Holy River,whose banks are fringed with the' plantain 
and the palm, and all that gorgeous verdure and. 
'Vegitation which is common, to Low.erBengal (ap-
1?la'USe.) 

Then, if we come to birds, a lady-has distinguishedt 
herself in this branch with the skill at once of an artist 
and an ornithologist; and so life-like and true to her' 
feathered modell'l are the contents of Mrs. Dalys' port
folio, that we sh9uld not be surprised if, when the book 
was-opened, the birds· began to sing, ( Laug!der). r 
wish I could express in. more appropriate terms the 
yarious excellencies which we·see here to-day. 

This is the first Exhibition of the kind that has 
been continued for a series of years in India. I am glad' 
t,o see that it is to be carned on in Calcutta during 
~he, enswng, cold: se~son, where I am aura it will meet 
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with equal success. It may be the fortune uf the con
tributors to this-the Simla Exhibition-t~ be among 
those who have sown the Drst seeds of true modern art 
in India; and I <;:annot bl,l~ hope, as t4ne ~o~ on a.J;ld. 
as the various results of civilizatioo extend themselves 
to this country, that art may take a, permanent position 
in Eastern Britain. (Cheer8.) Jt is 1!.~rd1YJlOssible 
to compare the efforts of the amateUJ.' with thQ!3e or 
the masters wliose lives and talents have been directed 
to painting; but lilt all events we can affir~ that 
our amateurs have e~hibited gre~ talents under 
great difficulties; a.nd without Ha,ttering, we may alsa 
say that they are following, though at great distance 
and with unequal steps, but still following, the foot
steps of those wh-ose genius has in every age enabled 
them to share with the poet ap.d the historian the 
glory of immortalizing all that is "great, beautiful, and 
gOl)d. (Lou-:l ancZ long-continuefl applause.) 

THE KANGRA. DURBAR. 

Early in the month of November 1871, Loan MAyo and hilf 
euite left the Summer retreat of Sim1&, and en route paid a visit 
to tlUl Kangra Valley (in the P'unjab) where His Excellency held 
• grand Durbar of the Chiefs and Rajahs. The wholeproceed~ 
iugs of the Durbar were moat ably managed, and most thoroughly 
lIuccessfuL lD addition td the usual state and magnificence of all 
Eastern ceremoniaI, theN were on this occasion the additional adjuncts
of beautif~ scenery, a lovely climate, and the' picturesque effects of 
tents, and· groups of tents, scattered here, there; and every-where' 
among the trees. The ground was kept from His Excellency'S Camp' 
to the Durbar tents, along a broad, well watered road, by detachmentlJ' 

"of the 2.2nd Gordon Highlanders and of the 1st Goorkha Light 
Infantry. There was alaG ... party of rolice in. attenda.nC8, and .. 
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perfect-absence ol any crowd. The durbar itself was conducted iii
the most still and orderly manner. All went on, as· if by machinery-. 
There was no hitch an)'Where, 'and not the slightest perceptible bustle. 
His Excellency was pleased to express his perfect satisfaction with all 
that took place, aDd' pronol1lloed the Durbar to be one of' the most 
interesting he had'em attended . 

. The. bllBineu part of the. durbar over, the. Viceroy. and' the 
COl1lltess of Mayo, after inspecting the manufactures and other objects 
of interest on .the tables, proceeded to the Court-house, where they 
were entertained at, ll111cheon by. Mr. Brandreth, who had invited i 
1arge ,party for the ciccasion. After the Vice~Y'8 dinner on the· 
evening,of the.,7tb, therewasa.display of fireworks, as there had also 
been on the preceding evening. 

The total amol1llt of 'sales in the Palumpore Fair up, to, date ill 
reaghly estinlated at' one and a half lakhs of' Rupees. The fair this year 
ill entirely a local one;aa no Yukandis have put in'an'appearance. At 
the sport,~ which came 01' in· the aftemoon - after· Durhalo, it· ill 
eaJcuIated that 70,000 natives were present. 

The Viceroy showed his approval of all he saw at Palumpore 1>y 
the handsome presents he 'bestowed on the Rajahs and on all who !ian 
heen; instrUmental, among th&-natives, in making the very satisfactory 
arrangementa .whlch have awaited· His. Excellency's arrival at evelY
atage in his joumey; and by the handsome donation which Hi. 
Excellency made to the funds in support of the games. 

On the morning of the 8th· His Excellency spent the few hours 
which he was able to spare before proceeding to Kangra, in riding ou~ 
to some jungles in.the neighbourhood, where it was ,hoped that some 
bears might have'been founeL There was, however, unfortunately no 
Bport,as Bruin was not found at home. It is hoped ,that- the dAy at 
Dhurmsala, which is to be devoted to Ito bear hunt, will not-tum out 
II; bla.nk, and that those, who are most anxioWl to ahow His Excellency 
aport, wiUnQt again,he disappointed. 

HiS Excellency . left Palumpore unier Ito royal Balute· at about' 
~'~lock fOl' a 23-mileride- to· Kan!n-. and, on ,arrival at the DurblLl' 
ielivered the following Address :-

Rajahs, Ohiefs, and Zemindars. I thank you COl' 

the expression of loyalty towards Her Majesty the 
Queen and of kindness towards myself which are,' 
80ntained in the address which has been read bI Mean. 
Eer.thee Sing.. - .. - ... - -- - _. 
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1 wish. to express the gratification it gives me-: 
thus to meet in this beautiful valley so many of the
Chiefs and Gentlemen connected with the' District. 
My whole desire and that of those with whom I am 
associated in· the· rule of this great Empire is to 
make its government suitable to, the·wants, of,. and 
productive of ad\"antage·to, its many millions of inhabi~ 
tants. This Fair was established by the influence of Mr; 
Forsyth: wiiose exertions towards the developmentol 
distant trade with Hindoostan: has' entitled him·to
the gratitude-of the public., It was established prin.; . 
cipaUy for the purpose of'offering inducements. to 
those wno were engaged in the· Trans-Himp,layan
trade, and if it also hail the-effe"Ct of promoting the 
commerce and'ministering to the requirements' of the 
district, it has performed a useful purpose and' supplied 
a·want that has been long felt. The development 
of' commerce with countries lying at so great a; dis
tance as tliose beyond the snows and separated by 
physical obstacles of so formi3able a character' must 
be a work of considerable time-all that the Govern .. 
mimt can do is to secure peace to the .wayfarer, to 
relieve commel'ceof unnecessary' purdens and,to create 
such conveniences and comforts on th& road as are 
possible, The rest must be left to the industry and 
energy' of tHe traders' themselves; and I have little 
d'oubt that as the advantages offered, and the profits 
to be gained by commerce with those many nations 
who live far away to the north-of the great mountains 
which we see' from here, become known; that the 
numbers' .of those already" engaged' in the Trade wilt 

. be considerably augmented. 
Th~ ~~lt~~ ~f Tea,.which. is a branch. ~.Agr~ 



eulturetilliatelyunknown in this·district, appears now 
to be beginning to flourish. I deeply regret the dis~ 
appointments which have been met with by some cf 
those who fu-st embarked in this pursmt. They were the
pioneers who had much to contend with and much to· 
learn. I trust, now that the worst is over, that good titne 
is coming, and that the production of a commodity which 
has now become almost a necessity of life throughout 
the length and breadth of the civilized world will bring 
wea.lth and plenty to this and many other communities 
in India who are engaged in itg cultivation. 

I am pleased to hea:r that· so' good a feeling
prevails between the Europeau owners of the Tea plan
tations· and the native labourers, and that there is every 
reason to believe there is no poSsibility tliat the differ
ences which J!ave arisen between the European employer 
and the native laborer in other parts of India in some .. 
what similar pursuits are likely here to occur. It also 
augurs well for the future development of this industry 
to find that some Chiefs, Rajahs, and Zemindars are
embarking in the culture of Tea, There is plenty of 
room for all, for the demand is now practically un1imit
ed. To all engaged in thi& industry I heartily wish 
luccess"":'large- profits.and quick and certain returns. 

It is with satisfaction I have heard so strong an 
opinion expressed aga.inst the horribte and cruel 
practice of infanticide which I regret to learn is stiU 
prevalent in this district among certain classes. 
An act was passed in the Legislative Council of 
the Governor-GeneraI in the· early part of this year 
for the suppression ()f this crime. We anticipate 
good results from the· passing of that measure, El.t 
we' feel t~ u; ~. ~th.e enlightenment o~ the people 
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tdieorselves and in the influence exercised by the 
better educated and higher classes; that we must 
mainly look fot the suppression and ultimately the 
cOIP.plete extinction of a. custom. at once so unnatural 
a.nd debasinee-

The handsome School H-ouse, which stands close 
l>y, built by the Rajah of Mundi, shows how- warm a. 
friend of the cause of' education His Highness is~ 
This was further evinced the other day when I had 
the pleasure of giving away the prizes at' the School 
in his own city, where a number of boys 'of various 
ages displayed every symptom of industry, intelligence 
a.nd progress in the acquirement of the, Sanoor.i.t 
Hindee, and' Persian language. I rejoice' to- hear-that 
the foundation of a School or College for the educa
tion and instruction of the sons of native gentlemen 
of· this district is .engaging· your attention. In another 
part 6f India....;.namely, in Rajpootana, a similar insti .. 
tution is being established under the auspices of the 
principal Chiefs, Rulersj and. Thakoors< of 1Ihose- great 
States. .The association of DOYs' of equal' mnk- for 
the purposes educa.tion has always had the most 
excellent effect, not only.in the mere acquirement of 
knowledge, but also in the formation of early friend~ 
ship-in the promotion of kindly feelings which 
often last tlirough. life, and in the acquirement of" a 
taste for those manly sports and exercises without 
which our chiefs and gentlemen cannot tborouglily 
enjoy:tbe health and' power' that God has given them. 
Any plan wbich may be elaborated for this district will 
receive the warmest support of the Government> and 
at my approaching vi~it to Lahore, I wi~ take care·to· 
confer with the Lieutenant-Govemor upon the subiect •. 
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The remarks made by Doonee Chund are de1 
serving of every consideration. The Government have 
every desire to enlist in the administration of justice in 
smaIl matters as well as in great, the assistance and 
co-operation of the besi among the natives of the 
country. Pr('posaIs simi1a.r to those suggested to-day 
have been made by Sir R. Montgomery and others~ 
Much difficulty however lies in the way. The Govern
ment cannot establish any new form of procedure and 
mode of desicion unless they are satisfied that perfect 
purity and complete justice can be . secured, but if it 
cao be s}lown that in small cases or dispute arbitration 
councils would promote their easy settlement, save 
expense create peace among neighbours-then I have 
little d(\ubt that the experiment ought to be tried. 

I must however remark that in the Code of Civil 
Procedure provision is made for decisions 1>y arbi ... 
tratioD. in cases where the parties agree thereto. I do not 
apprehend however that the facilities given are very 
genera.lly used, and I think it very likely that measures 
might be devised for giving a more practreal charac
ter to the principle contained in the Code. 

I now bid you farewell, assuring you that your 
prosperity, welfare, and happiness will ever be to me. 
and my successors an object of solicitude- a.nd care. 
Further, I hope and believe that under the mild and 
gentle rule or our beloved Sovereign, the people of 
these hills will long enjoy peace and plenty, and by a 
gradual progres$ of improvement will be enabled year 
by year to take more and more advantage of the many 
ble&sings which Providence has bestOwed upon them.. 



VALEDICTORY ADDRESS TO SIR HENRY 
SUMNER MAINE. 

The Legislative Council met at Government House' Calcutta arl 
I'rld&y, the 12th November 1869. 

His excellenq the ViceroJ and Governor General of India, X. p. 
G. M. S. L, Presiding 

Pruene. 
Hia Honour the Lieutenant Governor oC Bengal; 
The Hon'ble G. Noble-Taylor. 
Majpr General the. Hon'ble SIr H. M. Durand,. C. B. It. C. S. L 
The Hon'bleJohn Strachey. 
The Hon'ble F. R. Cockerell. 
The Hon'ble D. Cowie. 
Colonel the Hon'ble R: Strachey • 

. The HOll'ble F •. S. Chapman. 
The Hou'bl. J. R. Bullell Smith. 
The Hon'ble ?fr. Chapman and the Hon.ble Mr. Bullen Smith each 

took the oath oC allegiance, and the oath that he would faithfully 
dilchar~ the duties of his office. 

His Excellency Lord Mayo. moved the following 
Resolution :-

"This Council. enterta.ining a. hig4 sense of the 
conspicuous ability displayed by ~. Hr S. Maine dur
ing the time tha.t he held office as Law ,-Member of the 
Coun~il or the Governor Gel!lera.l:, hereby expresses to 
him its cordial thanks for his long, faithful and. 
valuable service-its deep regret at his departure, and 
hearty wishes for his future welfare and happiness.-

His Excellency Lord Mayo said :-
The duty I propose to· ask the Council to- perform 

on this our firEt m~ting after reassembling in Cal': 
cutta. is at once a painful and agreeable one. It is 
painful because W~ are united to record publicly oUP 
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Tegret a.t the departure from among us of an able 
-and most valuable colleague-agreeable because it 
is always gratifying to be allowed to participate iIi 
a recognition of private worth and public service. 
Gentlemen, the distinguished man who has lately 
ceased to be member of our body, from a. very 
early period of his life#' exhibited evidences of that 
capacity which enabled in after years, to perform 
so much good service to his, country. During his 
University career he was one of the first classical 
scholars of his day. His proficiency in the study of Law 
caused him to be elected Regius Professor of Civil Law 
in the University of Cambridge, and he afterwards 

"discharged with much success the duties of Reader OR 

Jurisprudence in the Middle Temple. He rapidly 
rose to emiDepce as a. lawyer, but more particularly as 
a jurist, and the lectures which he delivered, both as 
Cambridge Professor and also Reader in the Middle 
Temple, formed the basis of that remarkable work 
which is now esteemed, not only in England, but on 
the Continent, as one of the standard books on Juris
prudence, namely, his work on 'Ancient Law. Such 
was his early .career. b 1862 he WM nomina.ted by 
the then Secretary of State, Lord Ha.lifax, as Law 
Member of the Council of the Governor General He 
came to India in that year, and with the exception of 
six months till the other day, he laboured continuously 
and industriously in the arduous duties of his office. 
Although, when he came to India, the great Acts 
which form the foundation of modern Indian Written 
Law had been passed, and the Penal Code and Codes 
of Civil and Criminal Procedure, which were the work 
of many able and distinguished men., were ill existence._ 
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yet, still, llnder Mr. Maine's auspices was_" completely 
developed tha.t evell continued course of annual well~ 
~onsidered legislation which has, I believe, conferred 
much benefit upon this country and the necessity of 
which is now recognized by all classes in India~' 
Among the 209 Acts which were placed on the Statute~ 
book during his tenure of "office, the great majority of 
which were actually drawn under his personal sUper
vision, and all of which were. more Qr less,. carefully 
criticized and considered by him, are to be found 
measures which embrace every important branch of 
Indian polity. There are to be found among them many 
measures which deal with the most important questions 
of general and local taxation, with the administratio:Q. 
of justice, both civil and criminal, and, on morEl than 
one occasion, with the organization of the Police of 
the country. Among them are to be found Acts which 
deal with difficult and complicated questions con~ 
nected with the tenure and improvement of land 
with our works of irrigation and those of inland navi-:
ga.tion. Many statutes were passed under Mr. Maine's 
d.irection for the development of our commerce and 
trade,and on social subjects important Acts were inaugu", 
rated by him, which deal with the_ difficult questions 
of Marriage and Divorce and with Emigration and 
European Vagrancy. It is of course to be expected that. 
in a country like this, ,vhere free discussion in the Press 
and otherwise is generally practised, some difference of 
opinion may exist as to the wisdom and prudence of 
some of his measures, but no one will deny that, to the 
consideration of the important questions with which he 
had to deal, Mr. Maine invariably brought profound 
legal knowledge, much ingenuity, great originality 

9 " 
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latterly vast experience and an amount of judicial 
fairness that was very- remakable. In the advocacy of 
those measures, as fa.r as I could judge, he exhibited all 
the keenness of the Pleader combined with the im
partiality of the Judge, alld by the gift of eloquence 
and facility of expressi~R with which he was endowed 
'he was enabled to place before his colleagues and the 
public sound"iews and wise maxims in the most 
:attractive. form. 'The departure of such a man 
from among us must be looked upon at any time 
"as a great public Joss; but it is peculiarly so at this 
;moment,in such an epoch in the history-of the 
(!ountty as that at'which we have arrived. We are 
now emerging, I may say, have almost emerged, from 
'What 'has been called a system of discretionary govern
ment. In tlie early days of our rule, the system of 
discretionary government was to a great extent inevit
able, and was necessarily pl'actised throughout a large 
portion of this empire. But now, as civilization has 
advanced, as our power has been consolidated, as our 
authority is thoroughly established and intelligence is, 
becoming more',rapidly developed, it follows, almost as 
a matter of course, that our rule must be conducted 
according to the forms and procedure of Written Law, 
and of statutes based on those principles which ,wise 
men of every-age, class and creed have thought best f'Jr 
·the good government of mankind. Far be it from. me 
to deny that discretionary government and rule by 
'personal influeuce have not performed a great mission 
in this country. It has great advantages, and I would 

'go further, and say that even still in some districts in 
India the: retention of ·it may for some period be.a 
'nccessi,ty; but nQ OB,e can 9eny that all Governmentsin 
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civiliied countries, to be strong, unifo~· and just, ~ust 
be administered according to those .published statute~ 

. and well-known laws which in every country. are cOn" 
sidered by the wisest and best of men to· be indis4 
pensable to freedom of action and of thOught. and t~ 
the security of property and life. 

In the great work of the education 6~ the people Mr. 
Maine invariably took a. lively and practicat iqteres~ 
In all the dis~ussions that took place during his tenure 
of office on that interesting andall-iDiportant question., 
his opinions, delivered with great'authority and. weigh~ 
were,esteemed and valued by all classes in this count~ 
and his 'eloquent addresses during the three years t~af; 
.he filled the office of Vice-Chancellor of the Calc;mtta 
University ate not among the least o£his publie 
aervices and wi1llong be remembeted. by the youths o( . 
Bengal. But it was not only as ~ legislator and a 
philanthropist that Mr. Maine was enabled to perform 
great service to the State. In the .Executive. Council 
of the Empire he was always found ~ wisa counpillQl 
an impartial adviser, and a minister, ~of()pginalit1 
sagacity, and resource.· _ 

In common with the rest of his colleagues,! 
deeply deplore his loss. for I always found hiI)l ready, 
to labour on any subject or in any ma;tters, eve~ though, 
not directly connected with his Department; in whicb, 
,his assistance was required; and I am 'sure my col .. 
leagues will agree with me that his genial temper, hi$ 
deference to the opinions of others, . his .modesty and 
forbearance, and the interesting way in ~h!ch he al .. 
ways advanced or elucidated his opinions, ~made. Q' 
discussion with him on difficult and important matters 
as agreeable a~ it was instructive! He~ bas, depar.te4, 
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from among us, but, we may hope that, as he is still 
young and strong, so much knowledge and so much 
experience will not be lost to India. He never 
illfornled'me of his intentions as to his future career. 
I know littleol his aspirations or of his wishes. It 
is quite possible that,. after so many years of labour 
in this climate, he may naturally wish for comparative 
l'epose. But' I am sUre I only express the unanimous 
opinion of this Council in saying that, whether it 
be in the Senate~ the Council, or on the Judicial 
Bench at Home, the Indian public will still hope for 
a. co:ntinuance of those services from which it has 
already so much benefited; and we may be sure 
that, whatever sphere he may select for active ex
ertion, the influence of his great experience, learning 
and eloquence will be strongly felt and will ever be 
exercised for good.. 

• Gentlemen, I am aware how inadequate are the 
ierms in which I have endeavoured -to recommend 
this resolution to your consideration, and that what 
I have said is hardly worthy of the conspicuous 
public services 1 have endeavoured to describe. I 
feel that anythh1g that IDJl,y be spoken of him to..J::ty 
,yill add little to ,his character or to his fame; but we 
311ay be content to know that the best and most lasting 
,..ecords of his long and able service will be found in those 
,'Wise laws which under his auspices were placed on our 
~tatute-book, In the eloquent addresses delivered in 
tl{i~ Chamber, which by the happy intervention of the 
~:Press have been preserved and given to the.public, and 
ill .those ,numerous and able documents which have 
issued from his pen and which now comprise so valuable 
It portion of Indian Political Literature.. 
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OD Frida1 the 19th Ncmmat-1869,Hon'bJe Sir. Richard Temple 
Ymauee IIiDiater mWodueed imo the V"aeeregal CoaDeil a Bill to 
e!1haDee the duties lIJIder the Iucome Tu Act. After l1li auimated 
&cw!eioD amoag the )[embed 01 the CoIIDcil :-

HIs ExCELLE..~CT LoRD lliyo said :-After the 
very great amount of information which has been placed 
before the public. both in the F'mancial Despatch 
which we addressed some time a.,ao to the Secretary 
of State, and also in the clear statements which 
have been made here today. as to the reasons and 
causes .which tendered it incumbent on the Govern
ment of India to take the unusual course which 
has been adopted with regard to Imperial F"mance. 
I have but few additional remarks to make. Nothing 
h:u been kept back. . Everything has been fully des
cribed; the means whic&- we propose to take t() 
remedy the evils which exist have been also. as :far 
as is possible, laid with the utmost care before the 
Council; and it is gratifying to me, as it must be ta 
my collea.,oues in the Executive GOvernment, to know 
that, however much the public, in common with VA 

may regret the necessity of the course we have taken 
-however much some of the details of the proposal.:{ 
we have made may be criticised-yet we have received 
both from the public. as Car as we can judge, and 
certainly from the Press, a generous, and I may almost 
say, a cordial opproval. I have little doubt that 
those sentiments which have been so genera1l1 
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expressed in India will be· shared in by Her Majesty's
Government and public opinion at Home; and that 
every candid man will, ODr careful consideration of 
the facts of the case, come to the conclusion. that 
the course we- have followed was the wisest and 
s:il.fest that could nave been taken under the peculiar 
circumstances of our positiom.. 

. I am qui,te aware that the step we have taken 
is . most unusu1lI1. but it is not unprecedented; If 
history is examined and enquiry made into oecurrences 
that have taken place in countries where a represent
ative system of government is in £-mll ~,. it win. 
be found that, o~ special occasions, a similar proceed
ing hrut bQell adopted . 

. In England, financial changes cannot take place 
except during the sitting of Parliament~ But occa
sions have arisen when Parliament has been called 
together at unusual periods for the purpose of dealing 
·with. a financial crisis, or to pr()vide for a financial 
necessity. But although, happi~y, the necessity for 
such a course being taken has n~t 'v~ry recently arisen 
in England, precedeXlts m·ay. be found~. sanctioned by 
the highest authorities, wheresuch'coU)'ses have been 
found absolutely necessary':and entirely justifiable. 
Such a case bas ~isen here. '. . . 

I have sa,id that its necessity niustappear to any 
man to be absolute. Now, there were only two courses 
open to the Government of India. Everyone can 
form' an opinion' on the matter, for our financial 
position has been before the public for nearly two 
months. The facts, as we ha.vedescribed them in 
our financial despatch, being fully known and veri~ 
.:fied, we ~ad either~o adopt a policy of concealment 
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or of candour. Had we adopted the :first course, we 
must have placed ourselves in this. positioo :-we 
must have remained in a state of silence till next 
March, with the full knowledge that the public were 
under a grossly erroneous impression as to the true 
financial state of the country. This was a position 
in which I think no body of honourable men could 
for a moment have thought of placing themselves. I 
must say in justice to my colleagues that the l'eso-
lusion b take, at the earliest possible moment, the 
public into·.the con:fidence of the Government was 
unanimously agreed to, and that, as soon as our 
financial -position was ascertained beyond a doubt, 
we felt that it was our duty to lay those facts un· 
reservedly before the public, and ask for its generous 
support in the measures which we have deemed it 
indispensable to propose. 

Some slight fOcebodingwas certainly expressed 
in one Of two quarters. It was said that by the pre
mature disclosure of the real financial sta.te of the 
empire, we should run the risk of da.maging national 
credit and throwing a geJLel'a.l air of discredit upon 
the whole proceedings of the Government. 

I, in common with my colleagues, took III different 
view, which I think the result has shown t() be the 
right one; for though the statements which were
made have been now for a. considera.ble time before 
the public, we have found tha.t the financial credit. of 
the couutry has not been seriously damaged, but tha1; 
the public. knowing the worst, and feeling and ap
preciating the efforts of the Government to deal with 

. the difficulty, have seen tha.t these difficulties can. 
be surIQounted, that -ther~ ~ n~ rea~ ~a.nger to ~ 
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permanent financial position of the empire, and that 
administrative reforms and strict adherence to the 
ordinary rules of economy and prudence, are all that 

• is necessary to place our fisca.l affairs on a sound 
and healthy basis. 

I rejoice therefore. that, casting aside the ad
herence to general routine, we adopted this course: 
I am not at all insensible to its disadvantage, and 
its manifold inconvenience j it is certainly not a line 
of action I should ever desire to repeat, and I am 
strongly of opinion that, except under the most ex
traordinary circumstances, it would. be quite unjusti
fiable. But when we look to the situation of affairs
when we look at the State deficit into which we were 
for a fourth year about to be plunged-when we 
knew that means were in our power to avoid the 
evil-I think the public will agree with me in saying 
that routine and ordinary rules of administration 
were not considerations that ought to guide or control 
the Government at such a time. 

There is no doubt tha.t a great deal of the evil 
that has existed for some years bas been owing, not 
so much to the fault of the administration, as to the 
circumstance that the Government have never been 
in possession of the great financial facts of the year 
at a. sufficiently early period to make real use of them 
for the purposes of administration. I am' quite aware 
that there' are great difficulties in this matter,' and 
when people compare our 'system with that of a small 
l"lch 'and compact country like England, they entirely 
forget the enormous size of this empire-the great 
distances which exist-the variety aDd complicated 
~at~~~ ~f ~~ ~~~~~~!s_!~ ~~0!ln\ ~f adjustment 
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which is necessan1y carried on between various trea .. 
Buries and various accounting bodies-and also that 
the systeIl} which has been in existenC'e in England 
for a very long period has only been recently intro .. 
duced into India, within, I may 1Iay, half the time. 
of ,vJtat may be called the pre'Se'tlt generation, There· 
fore, when men blame us for inaccuracy of forecast 
they must also recollect the peculiar circumstances 
of such an empire as India. 

There is no doubt, also, that the cause of our 
present position is owing very mnch to the inaccuracY' 
of forecast which has for some years existed; but. 
I believe that, by care and firmness in administration, 
a great portion of the inconveniences which are. 
occasioned froin a want of early knowledge of the 
actual current and financial position of the empirel 
can be obviated. The evil is one of great magnitude, 
and is shown most by the discrepancy which has 
taken place within the last four years between the 
budget-estimate and the actual revenue and expendi:;. 
ture. Now the figures I am about to lay before you are 
very suggestive,and show how necee.sary it is tha.t the. 
Government should use every effort in its power to 
improve and to prevent the recurrenee of the state 
of things which they disclose. I am far trom saying 
that a recurrence can be altogether. prevented during 
the present year or the next, or that, at any time,. 
precise positive accuracy can be arrivell at; but I am 
certainly convinced that, as the true merits-the pub. 
licity, safety and many advantages-of the bueget.sys
tem become more closely brought home to the minds 
of the vast army of officials who serve the Government 
ofIndia with such ability and devotion~ these evils will 
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gradually disappear. Now, I find that in 1866-6~ 
we budget for a deficit of .£72,800, the real defici1 
turningollt to be two millions and a half. I fine 
that in 1867~68, a-surplus of .£1,764,478 was budgeted 
for, the resu1t being a deficit of one million; IIi 
1868-69, I find that a surplus of upwards of twc 
millions was budgeted for, but a deficit of two mil· 
lions occurred. In 1869-70, a surplus of .£5?,65C 
was budgeted for, but a deficit 6f nearly two millions 
is expected. I attach no blame to ·any one for this. ] 
am fully aware that explanations, more or less satisfac· 
tory, may be offered, and that; during the periods ] 
have mentioned, the fiscal policy of the country wru; 
more than once changed duting the financial year; but 
nevertheless, the facts I have mentioned are incohtest
I;\ble, and betoken; to my mind, Ii position of dangeI 
which ought to terminate, It is a state of things, at 
all events, which is sufficient to justify us·in using 
every effort to obtain, at the earliest -possible moment, 
such knowledge with regard to our revenue and ex
penditure as-will enable the Government to act, if ne· 
cessary, according to the information that it receives 
Revenue must always fluctuate to a certain extent, 
Expenditure -may occasionally exceed the amount 
budgeted for, though it is niore under control; but it is 
clear that no aaministratioD. can be conducted witb 
safety and with success, unless events connected eithe] 
with revenue or expenditure are known to the controll· 
ing power almost at the time of their occurrence. 

1_ believe, therefore, that by invoking the as· 
sistance of every department of the Government ill 
preventing delay in forwarding useful information-ill 
trying as far as possible to av<?id the leaving of My 
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unequal or 'unusual disbursement. to the end of the 
year-in endeavouring as far as possible to spread 
the expenditure over those months of the year in 
which it. generally occurs. I think that by this 
means, and also by great, efforts on the part. of the 
Government of India in condensing. analysing a,pd 
bringing to use the information at their disposal. much 
of what has already occurred may for the future be 
avoided. I hope it will not now be supposed. from the 
remarks I have made. that it is my belief that inaccu. 
rate information has been supplied to the Government 
On the contrary. I beI.reve the information which has 
been placed at the disposal of the Government is 
thoroughly accurate and completely trustworthy. But 
what I object to is. that that information is often given 
too late. and the details are not available in sufficient 
time to make them thoroughly' useful lor adminis
trative purpose~ I believe that, considering the great 
power of this Government, and looking .also to the 
great advantages which it possesses in having .in its 
service so many able and experienced officers, there 
can pe really no substantial difficulty in obtaining at an 
earlier moment the vast amount of information whic~ 
is in every year so carefully collected, and which has 
generally been found to be so thoroughly trustworthy. ' 

I wish to say that we have embodied these opi:
nions in a despatch to the Secretary of ,State, ,and ,I 
have little doubt that. in the efforts we intend to 
make in this direction. we shall receive the hearty 
approval and support of Her Majesty's Government. 
I have merely now to say. on the part .of th~ 
Government of India., how deeply we feel the generaJ 
support which has been given, both by Local Govern:-
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ments, and also by the public generally, to OUI 

proposals as a whole. 
When the financial position was at first disclosed 

I received from many quarters the most hearty as~ 
aurance of active assistance. From Madras. whosE 
Government was the first to come forward without 
any invitation or suggestion on our part, we reCeived 
by telegraph an' offer saying that, if necessary, 
they were ready to add a considerable amount 
to the salt tax in that Presidency. The proposal 
was immediately acquiesced in by Bombay, and 
I may say that, though there may be some dif
ferences of opinion as to the details of the reduc
tions we propose, we have never received any ex
pression of doubt as to the necessity of the case, 
or as to the-duty or the Local Governments to assist 
to the utmost of their ability the Government of 
India in the difficult and arduous task which we have 
undertaken. 

We aU know there must always be a considerable 
difference of opi&ionamong men who are engaged in 
the conduct. or great affa.irs, especially if they happen 
to be . Englishmen j yet still, I believe there has 
never been known an instance in Indian history, that, 
in any great crisis the Local Governments failed in 
thei~ 4uty and refused their support to the Supreme 
Government. I can only say, as it has happened 
before~ so it has now, that the Government of India 
is most anxious to defer in aU. ma.tters under discus
sion to those opinions; but at the sa.me time we must 
express our firm determination to arrive, at all hazards 
and in the shortest time, in the least objectionable 
manner at great tinancial result at which we aim. 
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We a.re. engaged in great interests, a.nd dealing 
with enormous sums-we are engaged in an attempt 
which ~y l>e. -summed up in twO' 91" three words. 
We have to change the' fiscal condition of this 
country in .such ~ way as to give, at·the earliest 
possible momeBt,·JJ. ba.ncia.l advanta.ge of upward$ 
ef three millions or money. I am now speaking; not 
only the opinion of the Government of' India, buff. 
also that of the Secretary of State, when I say that 
it is decided that-looking tQ the manyfiuctuating. 
items in the reSOU'l'ces of the eountry,· t<) th~ rish 
to which we are liable, and the magnitude of the 
interests involved,...;.....unless such a result is obtained. 
it,· cannot be said th.a.t IndiaIJ. ;Finance standsupoIi, 
a sound. and substantial basis. Although the effect 
of this. great reduction of expenditure may be,. in. 
a few cases, somewhat to injure individual interest'S 
or, what. is· far more impqrtant,to postpone for a. 
short period works of usefulness iq which we are 
all deeply interested ; .. yet, by making these sacrifices 
now, we shall layup' for ourselves a great store 
of safety aBd welfare for hereafter; for unless such 
a. course is taken, we· cannot hope to carry on with· . 
success, and finish within any reasonable time, great 
works of improvement which are so ;necessary to 
the life, the comfort, the . health, and safety of the 

. people, aBd to the speedy completion of which the 
honour and the credit of this Government are so 
irrevocably pledged. 

-
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'. The fonowing Speech WIllI delivered b1 Lord Mayo at a Meetin~ 
of the Indian' Legislative Council held on the 5th of April 1870 
Mally of the membersoppoeed the imposition of the Tu ·88 quit. 
\lII811i~ for India but the. Bill pasaed e~tuall1. 

I am not surprised a.t the various criticisms thai 
have been .made, and made with great abili ty and force, 
on the proposals which have been submitted to tlW 
Council. It is very easy to find fault with the imposition 
pf any new or additional tax, but it is not so easy' 
in the face of great financial difficulty, to propose all 

efficient substitute; and in considering this question, 
we mUst bear in mind the' fact .that the finances 
of this great Empire, with which we are trying to 
deal,. and which we are. endeavouring to put upon 
a sound basis, have been, and are up to this moznent, 
in an unsatisfactory condition. It has been repeatedl, 
stated, but a great truth cannot be stated too often, 
that from the. year 1866 in the present time, we 
have bee.n':,plunged in. a chronic state pf deficit. We 
have ,spent on ordinary expenditure in those years 
npw~ds of 61 millions more than we ought to have 
done; Now, it is my opinion, a.nd it is also the opinion 
of mycolle3.0oues, that . looking to the present position 
of this Government.-;looking to the vast interests 
we have at stake-Iookina at the,mighty industrial 

, .. 
undertakings which we ha.ve thought it our duty 
to undertake, and which we intend to continue, that 
it is our bounden duty by every possible means to 
remove ourselves at the earliest possible moment 



nIDUN' INcon TAX BILL; Itt 

from this unfortunate 'po~ition ; and I advisedly say' 
that I do not consider we can maintain our eharactet 
as an admi11istration, that we cannot 'maintain our 
credit as a. Government, and more than tha.t, tha.t 
we should not be acting honestly to those whose 

,interests we are ,bound to protect, if we did not. 
ea.sting all other considerations to the winds, take 
the earliest opportunity of reme<ting what I.inay 
call th~ disastrous state of things., 1 would beg 
to remind the Council that by the promptactioIi 
which we took at Si,mla.last year, we have been ab1e 
to redlicetbe .dificit ;of this year to something like 
& sum of .£652,000. The course of .e-vents '.has com·· 
pletely justified the soniewhat' ·a.rbiti'aIy .. cOurSe' the~ . 
tdopted. . If we had' not· taken, that step we should 

. probably have been obliged: last Saiui"dayto a.nnounce. 
to the public an actual deficit 'of; upwardS bf'.a.m.illUni 
eM a half sterling. A.. good many windtaJIs have 
eccurred:, during. the. present, year which, were .not 
expected. The balance. Qf these· are cnearly h8.lf, a 
million in' our favour. Had . it aot been for -thel?e 

. abnormal OCCllrrences, we might have beet!, in a slate 
of deficit at the end. of the year just. concluded of 
something not very far from two millions aM tkcru 
quarters sterling; it might indeed have been. three' 
millions.' Surely any candid penion Qn consideratiolt 
of these matters must admit that to. rescue .the 
finances of a great country from such a. condition 
as this required not only judgment and determination 
on the part of the Governmen~ but must. entail 
great and heavy sacrifices on the part of the public; 

With regard to reduction of expenditure, I feel 
that it cannot be said tha.t during the limited .itexq· 
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, ~n which we have been engaged in: these transactionsl 
we hav~not done everything that lay in our power 
to meet oUr difficulties. In proof of this I would 
ask my colleagues to take, this sheet in their hands 
and observe thos~ itemS of, expenditure in which 
the principal ',reductiou have, been effected. and also 
those heads in which' increases have occurred. ,It 
will be found tha~ the ,items of expenditure during 
the ensuing _ year io, which probable increases' will 
take place;. are .itemS" over: which the Government 
'>f India have littl~ or nO control, and ,that tIle items 
of expenditure where -decrease has taken place' al'e 

those over which, the Government tan exercise the 
greatest authority.' -ObserVe-the increases. 

Take the :first item.th~ interest on ,the funded 
debt, which, has., increased, to £270,000. This is an 

'item over which the __ Gov'ernment 0 have absolutely 
no controL Land revenue has increased to the small 
sum of £37,000, which.is to' be attribute do to un
a.voidable- mcrement or'salary. 

The large increase ow. the forests. of '£111,000-
has taken J>lace consequent on the- Qesi.re of the 
Government to enhanee ~ revenue denved 0 there
£rom. In the two great items of salt and opium. 
which amount t<) £103,000' and. £164,000 respectively. 
the increased expenditure has been. \0 III grea.t exten\ 
in' consequence of increased production and improve
ment in manufacturing, and of the measures that 
have been taken with a view to augment revenue. 
from these sou.rces. Under the head of La.w and 
Justice I believe that the increase of '£178,000 which 
has ta.keJ.'l place. is :mostly ,to be attributed to the 
'PlcreInent in. the .ies atl,d addition to a.ppointmentS 
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of the officers engaged in thos¢ professioJUI :. over these 
the Govettment have little~r no control. The great 
item for superannuation, vi~., £126,681, is' one wpich for 
some time must naturally be on the increase, accord .. 
ing as the liberal pensions and superannuation Which 
have for ,a. series of years been ,gra.nted '0 'our, services 
come 'into operation: also, as the number of, offi.c~s 
increase, so will ,there be ,a pr~portiona.teiUcrease_
in. the charge for wperaBnuation. 'The other, great 
item for Railways, namely, £275,268, is an item: over 
which we have no control. I think, therefore, this, 
statement will ,show that those items of increase, 
which amount to a sum of£1,~7I,849, ar~ items 'ovet 
which the Government can, at all- events on the spur 
of'the moment, really exercise no control whatever. 
Now,'take the great items in which reductions have 

,been made, and you will see- that they are the 
branches of eIpenditure over which t~e Goyernment 
can easiest exercise authority. Take first the great 
reduct-ion made in Police, of _'£l~O,OOO. This is 
prin.cipally owing to the ,represenhttions which were 
,made by the Supreme Government to the local 
Government 'as to the absolute necessity .of decrea~ 
ing their expenditure. The other item Qf a decrease 
of £731;000 in theA:rmy has also been the, result 
of absolute and very decisive acti,on 'on thepartoi· 
,ip.e Government of India; But- the greatest item 
of reduction that has taken pla.ce' during the past 
.year, namely, £1,041,995, is that ~n the Public Works 
Department Ordinary-that parti.culal' Department 
,of the .Governmen.t over which, the SupJ'eme .Ad~ 
'ministration exercises the greatest.:contrQl. Therefore 
we find that, taking the largel' :head"s~ we ha~emad~. 
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a reduction in these three great items over which 
we . exereise' authority of £l,89!,995, and you will 
see tha.t it is a. far grea.ter reduction than thein
erease . that h~ taken place in· . those heads Ove! 
which we have a.bsolutely no control. 

I wish to tay a very few words with regard to 
the proposal the Government liav& made ill referesce 
to. the Army. Myhon'ble collea"uue, Sir Henry 
Durand, was perfectly justified in stating that it 
wag impossible for him Ol" any other member of 
the Government to enter at this moment into any 
general- discussion on that question. Certaiu pro
posals were made to the S'upreme Government, some 
'of which Were 'alopted, others disapproved of, others 
are still under consideration. And though I la~ent 

extremely, both· for my owa sale and the sake of the 
Government, that Sir Henry Durand is not in a 
position, as Military Member of this Co~cil, to 
make a statement with regard to this matter, which, 
I believe, would be of very great value at this mo
ment, and could be made by him with greater 
authority than perhaps by any other man in India, 
it will be seen-that the reasons- h.e has given for 
abstaining from doing so are sufficient, a.nd that 
in the present state of the question it would be 
impossible for him to make that statement whkb 
will be made hereafter, and which, when made, will, 
1 hOpe, redound to the credit of this Government. I 
may state, however, this much. We have not pro
posed to decrease the numbers of the European 
}u'my by a. single fighting man. Further, if our 
proposals are carried out, we shall put the European 
~ille!!y in a more efficient. state At. the. end of the-
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yea.r tha.n it is now. In the N~tive Army we did. 
not propose· the reduction, of a single man inthose 
portions of the sertrice where ·tnere is any apparent 
probability of military employment. We believe that 
in these proposals w~ have kept steadily in view 
the efficiency of the service and the safety of th~ 
Empire. We do not desire to keep a single· soIdiet 
European o.r Native, in our ranks 'more than nece&-" 
sity demands, and we object to retain, at a.n enot~ 
nious cost, soldiers where we do not think they a.t~ 
absolutely indispensable for the preservation ·of in .. 
temalpeace, and the defence of our borders. My 
object in making these remarks is to show that the
Government of India. is not omnipotent in all things; 
tJlat in those matters over which we have had real 
control we have made those reductio-ns which are 
matters of fucal necessity and are comp:tible with the
safety of the Empife. 

On the 10th September I wrote a Minute in the 
Public Works Department, suggesting a. reduction 
of £297,000. A ~lution . was 'subsequently issued: 
in that Depa.rtment ea.rly in Oct&oor ordering the 
reduction, and on looking to the sheet, you will find 
that, in all probabillity, a saving intbat Department 
will be effected of about £889,000. I am fully pre. 
pared to admit that many reductions thus made have 
been objectionable, and also that great sacrifices were:.. 
made to carry them into. effect; and it is impossible 
that so ma.ny useful works can be stopped suddenly 
without serious inconvenience and some loss; but I 
believe tha.t the good which has been done is far great
er than any evil which has occurred, .and that unless· 
some such arbitrary reduction !la.d been made, we could 
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not hope to attempfto meet the:great financial difii
culties With which we have to contend. With regard 
to the Army. I have been informed by the Military 

- Department that, if the proposals which we had made 
had been carried out, the Military Estimate would 
stand this year at a. sum of something like .£12,093,037, 
iustead of the item which we have. at present, 

'namely, '£12,480,000. As Sir Henry Durand showed; 
i"t is impossible for us to enter into a discussion of this 
matter at this moment; but it is fair tha.t the public 
should know that we believe that a sum less by the 
sum we shall have to pay this year of '£450,000 would 
have been sufficient for the military service of the 
Empire.. We are not without hope that, though cer
tain of our proposals may be objected to, a financial 
ref>ult somewhat similar to that which I have mention
ed may be ultImately obtained, but it can have little 
or no "effect on the Budget of 1870-71. Enormous 
difficulties beset-the question. I find no fa.ult With the 
Home Government for the comse they have taken; 
they have had other considerations to bear in mind 
beyond those of 4dilm financial convenience or ne
cessity; .Any a~teration of the European force in Indi8 
necessita.tes to a~ertain. extent changes in. the organi. 
sation of the13ritish Army, and therefore it is quite 
right that the Home Government should view _ the 
matter as a whole; and though we may not agree 
with them in many of the conclusions at which they 
have arrived, it must a.lways take time to discuss 
any particular line of a.ction wi.th regard to the 
European Army in this country. We believe that we 
are right, and we hope that -at no very distant time 
,th.e prin~iple upon which .we have _ ~ad~ our proposa.ls 
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with regard to the European A.rmy will be accepted, 
and that. the only thing which will. be left for dis
cussion between us and. the authorities. of theWat 
Office will be questions of detail~ . 

,I now wish to refer very briefly to a lew f)f the 
objections that have been taken. to the financial pro .. 
posals of the Government. They have been rep~ied 
to . a' considerable length by two. or three of my 

. hon'ble colleagues, but. it is my duty also: to. tefer tQ 
them. Two .or three 'of 'my colleagues appear to 
entertain the opinion that there a.re. o.her means 
by .which 'the nna.nceS. of the coun.try could be ini. 
proved than those which :haTe :been ll.dopted .bythe 
Goveroment. I believe that there . are other means 
and very good means too, but I d<t not think that 
any ,Qf .those 'particularmeasureer which have been 
suggested would tend to the 'desired . effect. :OnQ 
hon'hle member proposes that 'in' the matte'): of sa .. 
lanes and allowances we should .begin from. the .top 
instead of the bottom. . If this' mean. a general.re~ 
duction in the pay and allowances. of the Indian 
s.ervants of the Crown,then: I say that I.am not at· 
present in favour of such a measure •.. But I am J1r~ 
aware that any satisfactory proposals ha.ve bee-n mll.de, 
for the decrease of salaries, great or small. 

With. regard to.the teduction of appointments. 
I may say . that almost the only reduotions in tWit 
respect whi.ch have. taken:. place .are those ol the 
police, a.nd now that this matter hasheen referred 
to, I should like to make one or two remarks, as 
very erroneous idell.s seem. to be generally prevalent 

. with regard to the· action of .Government in this 
matter.. Agre~t deal of c;orrespondence took place 
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between the ,Government of India and the loea 
Governments on the subject of Police reduction. W 
made: many suggestions as to how these necessar: 
reductions might best be effected. These,suggestion 
.were much objected to in some instances by severB 
local Governments. We told them, however, tha 

. they need not 'consider themselves bound speciall; 
to carry out the 'suggestions made, and that if th 
ISamefinancial results could be obtained in a manne 
more consonant with their views, and which dil 
not interfere. with the' efficiency of the force, w 
should be glad to' consider them. Tbe consequenc 
was, ·that a reduction even greater than what w 

. proposed in· those various communications with th, 
local Governments took place~ But what has beel 
the person8J. effect of reduction in this branch of th 
lervice , We .• heiu most lamentable stori~ ofth 
great 'hardships which have 'been committed, ani 
how numerous officials of long standing in the servic 
have" been sent adrift without. any provision what 
ever. Let us ascertain the: real facts of the case a 
'regards the' Poli~. All the reductions to whi~h 
have referred as having been carried out by the. ]OC2 

G'overnments affect altogether only 61 officers. C 
this number,.' thirty-nine have already been r~em 
ployed in various ,ways, 7 are wa.iting for re-emplo, 
ment, and the remainder, that is, the difference be 
tween 46 and 61, have not been recommended fo 
te-employment. . So that in the matter of reductioi 
of ·appointments .. the Government of India. . canno 
be accused of any ha.rshness in. the proceedings tha 
have. been taken in respect. to the Police. Nearl; 
every efficient officer ,has alrea.dy been pro,vided [Qr. 
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It has been said by oile or two of my cOlleagues~in 
the debate that, in their opinion, the Native traders 
could be got &t in an easier manner than b;th8 
Income Tax. It it very easy to say-get at the 
Native-trader; but I am not. sure that any pro
posals have been made for. taxing this parlicula.!
class in a fairer way than by an . Income' Ta~ 
It is thought ~hat the Native traders can be 
reached J>y putting on direct taxes on ~icles of 
prime necessity, or by license duties, and adopting 
other financial measures of a like kind;. but.I believe 
fi.rmly, that if you want to make the Native trader 
pay his fair share of taxation, you can do it as well . 
through a wen regulated and rigidly assessed In:com, 
Tax: as in any other way. I am perfectly aware of 
the great objectionS that are uI"ged, to taxing trades 
and proCessions; they are objections. that Me inciden~ 
to an Income Tax in every country, the main _ objec~ 
tion being .that the rogue escapes while the honest 
man pays. I am afraid the evil must always remain; 
and can only be mitigated by careful administratio~ 
Then, a proposal has been made directly to enhance 
the land revenue. I cannot conceive any recommen .. 
dation that could be made of greater magnitude than 
this. An hon'ble' member said that the proprietors 
of the Province of Bengal under permanent settle
ment do not pay their fair share of taxation. That 
may be the. case~ but' I . own that though. it is, ill 
my opinion, quite proper to tax the land for local 
purposes, for roads, education, police, and the like, I 
believe no Administration would. venture, in respect of 
imperial wants, to interfere with those settlementa 
as between the. Government and the landed pro:-
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prletors and occupiers which have been in existence for 
so lPany years, have been the subject of such solemn 
contracts, and to which the faith and honour of the 
Government is pledged ; and -therefore I do. say that 
though there are additional charges which it is 
fair to put upon the· land, yet any attempt to dis
regard the settlement and agreement with the oc
cupiers and proprietors for the pU1"pose of increasing 
imperial resources is a proposals which, in my opinion, 
ought not to be cOJ;ltemplated. 

The Hon'ble Mr. Bullen Smith made some very 
interesting remarks on these matters and I must 
say that,. though I· disagree in the severe criticisms 
and the strictures which he uttered on the. conduct 
'of the Government with regard to the Budget, I 
listened to his speech with great pleasure, for I never 
heard opinions expressed with greater clearness, frank
ness and moderation. With regard to taking the duty 
oft' shawls, that is, financially speaking, a very small 
matter. The reason why this duty haS been removed 
this year is owing to certain negotiations and treaty 
~ngagements we-have come to· with the Maharajah of 
Cashmere.· 'Ai;; the duty on shawls has been levied 
hitherto, it operated as a transit duty on the Cashmere 
fabric, we thought, therefore, after all we urged on our 
feudatory State in India on this subject, that we had 
bo possible pretext for maintaining any duty, either in 
the shape of customs or excise, which could in the 
least degree partake of this character. There was an 
additional reason for taking this course. The Maharaja 
of Cashmere has, with the greatest liberality. complied 
with our request for the opening up of a free trade 
-between India. and those territories which lie to the 
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north of the Cashmere State, and so comple~ely has 
he agreed to our proposals, that during the ensuing 
year we. shall be able to appoint Commissioners to lay 
out the trade route throughout the whole of these. 
wide districts-from our border in Lahoul to the'bt>r~ 
der of Turkistan. That route will be placed under 
the absolute control of Commissioners, one of whom 
will be appointed by the British Government, and one 
by the Maharaja of Cashmere. He has disclaimed all 
intention of charging any duty on goods that travel 
by the demarcated road. and he has done more than 
that in consenting to the framing of such rules as 
will provide a certainty of peace and safety to all 
traders who pass along that route. The present ruler. 
of the Yarkund state has desp;;ttched an Ellvoy to' 
the Government here; he is now in Calcutta. He 
has on the part of his Government expressed himself 
entirely satisfied with this arrangement, and pro- ' 
mises that he will second our efforts as far as possi
ble. He came with a particular request that a Brit~ 
ish Officer should be deputed to visit the Ataligh 
Ghazi during the ensuing summer, in order that these 
matters might be discussed, with a view to ascertain
ing how the trade between India and Turkistan 
might be improved. Therefore, this matter with re~ 
gard to shawls,though it is of little financial impor
tance, is, as you will see from what I have stated, 
of political and commercial significance. With regard 
to the duty on the export of corn, all I can say is that, 
in considering tllese 'matters of finance, when we are 
asked to relieve suffering interests we must first con-

, Eider what the general financial necessities of the Em
pire are. If we look in other directions we may find 
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duties even more objectionable than those we levy on 
home-groWn corn. I believe the burdens we place on 
our own sugar by the operation of the internal cus
toms laws are less eMily defended than even th.e ex
port duty on rice. All I call say is, that I hope the 
day is not far diStant when export duties will cease to 
be a portion of our financial resources, for nothing 
can be more objectionable, either in principle or in 
practice, ~han these duties, and I believetha.t they 
throw a muoh heavier burden upon trade than their 
amount brings in to Government. 

The only other proposal made as a substitute for 
Income tax is to lay on a tax on Tobacco. Now, it is 
quite true that in many civilised countries tobacco is 
considered-to be a very proper object for taxation, but 
I must remind the Council that . tobacco in India is 
really an absolute necessary of hfe, and that if you 

. put a tax upon the production of tobacco, you tax the 
two great necessaries of life ill this country, namely, 
salt and tobacco, and I am not prepared, even in the 
present state of our finances, to advocate the imposi~ 
tion of a burden upon such a prime necessary of life 
as that is: Well then, let us see how our present sys
tem ~f taxation falls on the people at large. Taking 
the land revenue.-It is quite true that the land re
ve~ue is paid to a great extent by proprietors, and it 
is very difficult to say what protion of it comes out of 
the pockets· of the occupier, but we must all admit 
that a very large .portion of it does come out of the 
pookets of the poor cultivator. I never will admit 
that the land revenue is anything but a rent belong .. 
ing to the State. Whether it be a tax, or whether it 
be a rate, the greater portion of it is paid by th~ 



1870. ] I~DIAN INCOME TAX BILL. i23 

poorer class. In our customs, the one article under 
that head, namely, the duty on cotton pieoe-goods; 

, amounts to something like £800,000. That must be 
paid almost entrrely by the poorer classes. The duty 
on salt, namely, £6,000,000, is also paid almost entiie.. 
ly by'the masses, that these so great items ot. :re,:e
nue too are paid: by the general population of the. 
country, and I own that I do not consider that we 
should be justified, looking to that great faot .. in p~~ 
ing, unless some very great nationa.l cJrigency" re
quired,any very heavy additional oh8J'ge.whio~would 
fall upon almost every individual throughout" the 
country. 

These then are principal, objections to the" tecom~ 
mendations that have been made from various quar ... 
ters, and it really comes to this" that as we ate situa .. 
ted at present, unless some great radical change takes 
place in our whole financial'system, there is no other 
resource, eJtcept the Inoome Tax, of which we" can' 
avail ourselves at the present moment fot extrioatmg 
ourselves from the diffioulties,'in which we have been 
placed; therefore, when my hon'ble friend the Finan
cial Member is twitted for wa.nt of invention and PQ_ 
verty of resource, I can only say that after every 
possible proposition was discussed, most fully in 
Council we came to the conolUf!ion that;. however 
some of them may be fair subjeots for consideration 
in the 'future-that in the present crisis it would 
be impossible to adopt any of them with any hope 
of bringing in that amount to the Exchequer dur~ 
ing t~e present year which is necessary to create 
anything like an equilibrium in our finances. If I 
am asked whether I think the main principles of fu-
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ture Budgets should be the same as the present, I 
would frankly confess that I do not think so, and I 
agree with Mr. Strachey that there is great room for 
improvement. With that view the Council will ob
serve that we have increased the Income Tax for the 
present year, and if it is found neces1ary to continue 
it, either in a decreased form or in its present amount 
only, it will involve the necessity of further legisla
tion; but I believe that if we ever hope to place our 
Imperial Finance upon a real sound and final basis, 
we shall "have "to adopt a somewhat different "course 
to that which we have been hitherto following. In 
considering these great questions, we ought to endea
vour to see whether we may not gradually and care
fully import $uch principles into our finanoe as will 
lay the foUndation at some future day-probably 
when we are all past and gone-of s.ome such system 

"of Looal Finance as is adopted in every other civi-
lised country in the world; and which I am not disin
clined to believe has beep. practised from time to time 
in some of the districts in India. 

It would be very improper, and perhaps impossi
ble, for me to say more upon this subjeot ; every man 
must be aware of the insufficiency of provision that is 
made in India for the great objects of education.-for 
providing internal cOmmunication, for sanitation and 
for all those civil buildings whioh are neoessary for 
the decent administration of justioe and for many 
other publio purposes. Everybody must be aware of 
this, and that if it is attempted to carry out all these 
great objects, inoreased taxation is necessary. I be
"lieve that increased taxation would be mnoh more 
palatable if it were levied under the oontrol and sanc-
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tion of local authorities, and if the people ~ho pay it 
were made sensibl~, -by daily experience, of the bene:.. 
fits they derived from snch tlLxation. All I can say 
is, that if greater economy can be obtained in this 
way-if provision for increasing Wants can be made ...... 
if its result should be to give greater and more free
dom of action to Local Governments and District Au~ , 
thorities-and to relieve the Supreme Government of 

_ a large amount of work which I believe it cm but 
inadequately perform-the question is well worthy of 
the consideration of every Administration and every 
Local Government, and will, I believe, when it comes 
to be understood, receive the general support of the 
co:untry. 

INDIAN INCOME TAX 18'11. 
The following speech was delivered by .His Excellency 

Lord Mayo in the Legislative Council, Calcutta, on the pass
ing of the Income Tax Bill, on the 31st March 1871. 

LORD MAYO said.-As this is the last stage of 
this Bill, and as I have not yet had a.n opporhi
nity of making any remarks in o.ouncil as ~to the 
measures which, during a considerable period, the 
Government have thought it . necessary to take to 
improve the financial position of the 'Empire, I 
wish, in the first place, to recall, to mind~ as briefly 
as possible, the state of things . which hal occasioned 
the necessity for these measures, to 'endeavour to 
explain what their effects have been, -and also to 
shadow forth as far as Lcan . what I think 'ought to 

. be the future policy of the Government. I can as-
~1,1l'e the Council that . to myself and tQ my col-
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leagues, the period of the last two years has been one 
of the greatest anxiety. During" tha.t time unu
sual, a.nd perhaps what may be termed severe, mea
sures have b~en undertaken; cut I shall be able 
to show that the circumstances of the case rendered 
those measures inevitable," and that the result has 
been all that was anticipated. In making this state
ment, I fear that I shall be obliged to mention 
many facts and circumstances whioh are well 
known, and have often been refe~ed to in Council. 
But on the last oooasion on which the financial 
measures of the Government can be discussed dur
ing the present year, it will not be out of place to 
Dring baok many of them to recollection, for I wish 
most earnestly to press them upon publio atten
tion. In "September 1869, eighteen months ago, 
after a long and anxious consideration of the finan
cial position of the Empire, we felt it to be our 
duty to inform the Secretary of State that we were 
about to take an unusual and an almost unprece
dented course. We informed His Graoe that the 
Actuals of 1868-69 whioh were then brought to 
our notioe would show a defioit of nearly two mil
lions and a quarter, the Budget estimate delivered 
. in March 1868 having antioipated a surplus of a. 
quarter of a million. We said that, on further in
vestigation, we believed that if the then state of 
things ·were allowed to continue, the defioit for 
1869-70 could not be less than £1,700,000, the 
estimate made in Maroh 1869 being for a surplus 
of £50,000. We said that aD. acoumulated defioit 
of nearly six millions had oocurr~d in the three 
previous years, and that if the present condition of 
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affairs were allowed to remain unchecked, it was 
not unlikely that at the end of that year the accu
mulated deficit during four years of peace might 
approach to the s11m of nearly eight millions. We 
said that, while this accumulated deficit for three 
years had been as we described, our cash balances 
had declined from 13! millions to 101 millions; 
much lower than they had been 0 for years, that 
during this period of three years the permanent 
debt of the country had been increased to nearly 
61 millions, of which not more than three millions 
had been spent on reproductive works, and that we 
considered that this state of things was not one of 
temporary difficulty, but had assumed an aspect of 
chronio financial danger; 

We said that great works were in hand, works 
whioh it was our duty to pursue and which were 
not only neCeilsary, and would ultimately be profi
table, but which must for °a time place a heavy bur
den upon the resources of the Empire; and we 
summed up by saying that we believed that no
thing less than an advantage of nearly three mil
lions, on both sides of the account, would suffice 
to place the finances of the Empire in a satisfac
tory state. We refused to make good ordinary ex
penditure by borrowing. We thought that the hon
or and credit of the Empire were at stake. We 
said 0 that great evils existed, and we intended to 
remedy them. In pursuance of these declarations 
made to Her Majesty's Government, we lost no 
time, but proceeded to act at once. We announced 
several measures of importance; We took the seri
ous, and in most cases the objectionable, course of 
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ordering extensive reductions in expenditure and of 
increasing the burdens of the people in the middle 
of the year. 

The Secretary of State had told us in a. despabh 
written in January 1869, that he entertained san
guine hopes that it might be possible to bring the 
whole millitary charge to a sum of one million and 
a half below its then amount. We proposed reduc
tions in Military charges which, had they been 
effected, would have produced, eventually, a sav
ing of nearly a million a. year. We believed, and 
still believe, tha.t the greatest part of the recom
mendations that we then made on the highest mili~ 

-tary authority at oUr disposal, could be carried out 
without impairing the efficiency of the European or 
Native Army. We at once took a course which, 
though necessary, we regretted. We reduced the 
Public Works Department expenditure to the ex· 
tent of £900,000, raised the income tax by one~ 
half, and increased the' Salt tax in Madras and 
Bombay. We ordered such measures of severe eco
nomy in. the various Civil and Military Depart
ments that the ~esult has been that my Hon'ble friend 
was_ able to say, hi stating the Actuals of the 
year, that instead. {)j the deficit which he had ex-

-'pected of £1,700,900, he could announce a surplus 
of £118,000. So far for the measures of 1869. 
. When we came to consider the pl'ospects of 
1870-71, our difficulties did not decrease; the sudden 
and very large reductions that we were obliged to 
make in the Publio Works Department could not 
~ carried further consistent with the possibility of 
continuing work at all; many of the proposals 
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which were made as to Military reductions, were un
der consideration between us and Her Majesty's Go
vernment; some have been adopted, others have 
been altogether declined, some have been referred
back to us and are still not finally deoided. We 
felt it would be necessary under these ciroumstan- -
ces to add to the resouroes of the Empire for one 
year. We considered long and anxiously whether 
it would be better to invent new taxation or to in
crease old and well-known burdens. We hoped, 
and oUr hopes have been realized, that the great 
pressure would be only of a temporary charaoter. 
I am not going to fight the old battle over again 
as to whether we were right or not in imposing a 
high Income tax. Everything has been said tl1at 
can be sai.d on that point, and I will only repeat 
that having considered -the matter most oarefully, 
we deolined to terrify the people by new forms of 
taxation; we refused to lay additional ~posts upon 
industry and commerce, or to increa.se the bUl'
thens of the poor. We endeavoured to extricate the 
Empire from a great diffioulty by the only mode 
which we considered possible, and we asked the 
comparatively well-to-do to oontribute to the reve
nue about one million of money for one year. by 
means of an enhanced Income tax. The effect of 
all these measures exceeded ourantioipations and 
the result was a surplus for the past year of 
£goo,OOO. By these means two years of surplus were 
obtained, and we gained time to consider, to ela
borate, and to inau.gurate, measures whioh we trust 
are calculated to a great extent to secure us against 
a recurrence to that position whioh has caused so 
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much trouble to the Empire and such anxiety to the 
Government. 

A g~eat deal has been said with regard to reduc
tion in exp~nditure. On this point much misappre .. 
hension appears to exist: we have been frequent
ly charge a with negleot of duty in connexion there~ 
with. We said in the despatch to the Secretary, 
of state of September 1869 that we conceived, as 
between the then state of things and the future, 
that we were bound to endeavour to obtain an ad
vantage ofthree millions. What has been the re
sult P We have not quite attained our objeot, but 
we are not -far from it. The general expenditure of 
the country has been reduced from £52,000,000 in 
1868-69 to our estimate of £49,000,000 for 1871-72. 
To this we must add in fairness £656,000 of 
reoeipts, whioh have been handed over to the Pro
vinoial Governments under the eight heads of re
venue surrendered. -But, in truth, we have so far 
attained our objeot, that we shall obtain in less 
than three years an advantage of two and half 
millions oaused -by reduction in our expenditure 
alone.- . 

The Council must feel that during this time we 
incurred a deep Jl.nd heavy responsibility; but hav
ing presided -over all these oonsultations, I am glad 
to be able to offer my hearty thanks to my able 
colleagues, who throughout the whole of that anx
ious time have oordially supported me in the ob
jeots I have had in view. In the early days of the 
crisis, we had the ad vantage of the experience and 
advice of two eminent men, Mansfield _ and Dur-_ 
and. One has gone to his rest amid the lamenta-
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tions of a. nation; the other, I rejoice to see, haa 
been by the fayor of his Sovereign called to the 
Upper House of the Legislature, and I hope tha~ 
in Parliament he will continue to give to his coun
try, as he did here, the advantage of his adminis
trative ability and great professional knowledge. 
From the time the s~rious character of the situa
tion was recognized, each M .. mber of the Govern
ment evinced the most eamest and hearty desire 
to. remedy, as quickly and as effectively as possi
ble, the unsatisfactory state of things. At Drst, my 
hon'ble trien4 Mr. Strachey was in charge of the 
Financial Department; on him devolved the duty 
of inaugurating our early measures. When the Fi
nancial Member, Sir Richard· Temple, . resumed his 
office, he entered as heartily into our objects as 
if he had been with us when our first efforts were 
made. It was not to be expected that such mea-. 
sures as these could be effected without encoun. 
tering most violent opposition. We were quite 
prepared for that. I am not going to discus. the 
questions as to the suitability to India of a high 
Income tax. I am not going to revive, if I can help 
it, old and worn out discussions. As far as the press 
of this country is concerned, I fully admit that if 
it was the opinion of the gentlemen who conduct 
publio organs that evils and oppression did occur 
by reason of the levy of this tax, it was their duty 
to expose them. That we tumed no deaf ear to 
the complaints thus made is fully proved by the ac
tion we have taken during the present year, by 
which we have reduced the numbers of the payers 
of Income tax by more than 50 per cent. 
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I was much struck the other day by the very 
strong· observations that were made by my Hon'
ble friend Mr. Inglis, who is intimately acquaint
ed with the circumstances of the North':Western 
Provinces. He presented to, the Council his expe
rience of the working of the tax. His account was 
alarming. It is impossible to overlook such a state
ment made by so eminent an official. We are 
about, therefore, to request the North-Western Go
vernment to furnish us with a catalogue of the cases 
which have directly or indirectly' come to their 
knowledge showing either oppression or maladmin
istration as connected with the levy of the Income 
tax. :We are also about to ask that Government 
to supply us with the names of the individuals con
cerned, and the officers to whom this information 
has been conveyed. We shall ask who the· subor
dinate officials are that were referred to, and what 
are the reasons why the Administration is unablll 
to control or to prevent the abuses described. We 
shall further ask whether these alleged evils and 
demoralization are supposed to be confined to the 
assessment and collection . of the Income tax only, 
or extends to the collection of other branches of the 
revenue. We shall fUrther ask him whether, if 
these evils are found to exist, with regard to the 
collection of this and' other branches of revenue, any 
remedies can be suggested to prevent their recur
rence. I can hardly conceive that a more impor
tant series of questions could be put to a Govern
ment, and I have no reason to doubt that the Lieu
tenant Governor of the North-West will give his 
lUost earnest attention to them, I make this state-
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ment to show that the Government will. never 
turn a. deaf ear to representations of oppression and 
evils conneoted with the administration of our re
venue, come from what source. they may, ~ut will 

. ever be ready to make the most stringent enquiry, 
and if evils are proved toexist, to administer at 
once an effective remedy. The hon'ble gentleman 
who sits beside me (Mr. Robinson) drew the other 
day a. gloomy pictlll"e of the future of the people 
of India. as regards taxation. It istrne, and we 
must reoognise the fact, that as civilization and 
wealth spread, so must the burdens of the people 
increase, not in- proportion to inor£'ased. riohes, but 
to a certain extent. But my -hon~ble friend used 
the term c. crushing taxation " on that oooasjon 
whioh I think requires some notioe. I admit the 
comparative poverty of this country, as compared 
with many other countries of the same magnitude 
and importance, and I am convinced of the impo
licy and injustice of imposing burdens upon this 
people which may be called either crushing or op
pressive. Mr. Grant-Duff, in an able speech whioh . 
he delivered the other day in the House of Gom
mons, the report of which arrived by last mail, stat
ed with truth that the position of our finance was 
wholly different from that of England. "In Eng
land, " he stated, " you have a. comparatively 
wealthy population. The income of the United King
" dom has, I believe, been guessed at 800 millions 
" per annum. The income of British India has 'been 
" guessed at 300 millions per annum. That gives well 
" on to £30 per annum as the income of every person 
"in the United Kingdom, and only £2 per annum 
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"as the income of every person in British India." 
I believe that Mr. Grant-Duff had good grounds for 
the statement he made, and I wish to say, with 
reference to it, that we are perfectly cognisant of 
th~ relative poverty of this country as compared 
with European States. But as a matter. of fact; 
are people of India heavily taxed P Figures are 
not always satisfac~ory, and calculations of this kind 
must be to some extent open to cavil; but still 
as statistioians accept the facts that I shall state, 
we may consider that they represent, pretty fairly, 
approximate accuraoy. 

I have made from reliable doouments a. compa
rative statement of the incidence of Imperial taxa
tion in Indi!.\, and in some European States, En
gland excluded. I have deducted from the resouroes 
of the Indian Empire all those Souroes of re
venua which cannot strictly be called taxa.tion. I 
have deducted land ·reveune for the reason that 
it is not taxation, but is that share of the profits 
of the land whioh the Government, in its oharacter 
of chief proprietor, has.,from time immemorial deem
ed its right to demand. The Opium revenue is ex
cluded, because no one in Indi:\ pays it. I have 
also deduoted .contributions from Native States, 
the receipts in, ~o Army, Postal, Telegraph, and 
all the. Spending Departments. The result is, that 
the revenue received from taxation proper in.. India 
a,mounts to 141 millions from a population of 150 
millions, whioh gives a result of Is. lOd. per head 
per year. I have followed the same investigation 
with regard to five European States, some of which 
are not the richest, and I find that while Inditul 
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taxation is but Is. 10d. per head per year, the sub
jects of the Sultan are paying 7s. 9d.,. those of the 
Emperor of Russia, 12s. 211.; the inhabitants of 
Spain, ISs. 5d.; Austria, 19s. 7d.; and Italy, 17s. 
It must be remembered however that a shilling be
ars a larger proprotion to the income of a laborer in 
India than to that of a laborer in any of the coun
tries mentioned, but still there is no such difference 
between the value of labor here and in Europe as is 
represented by the difference of taxations that I 
have described. Notwithstanding, the financialcre
dit of our empire is far· better than that of any of 
those States to which I have referred. I have m~n
tioned these facts to show that the i;erm "crushing 
taxation " is wholly inapplicable to the countries 
subject to the authority of the Government of in
dia. At the same time I am . far Crom saying that 
this happy state is not right. I believe it is. The 
greatest security to. Government is given by the 
feeling entertained by the people that they are 
lightly taxed. And by avoiding as much as possible 
additions to the burdens of those who contribute 
to the interests of the State, we add much to the 
safety of our rule. 

r will now refer briefly to a few of the accusa
tions that have been made, sometimes in this and 
other Councils, but more generally in the Press, in 
places of public resort, and in conversation, against 
the conduct of affairs by the Financial Depart
mwt of the Government of India. As these accu
sations have been clearly made and oft-repeated, 
there can be no mistake about them. The Govern
ment of this country is in one respect in an unfor-
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tun ate position, for there ~ no assembly or any 
means of discussion similar to that which prevails 
in other countries, whereby members of Government 
can give an immediate reply to statements made, 
and administer on the spot the negative to extrava
. gant and inaccurate assertions. We are often obliged 
to wait for weeks and months before an answer 

. can be given to even the most absurd acousations. 
One of the main objections taken to the conduot 

of the Government is that the publio was unneces
sarilyalarmed in September 1869. This broad as
sertion is incapable of the . slightest proof. The de
fioit estimated in September 1869 was £1,727,402. 
To meet this, the following measures were adopted :-

The income'tax was raised so as to produce in ex-
cess of the original estimate - - 350.000 

The Bale dutie8 in Madras and Bombay were in-
creaSed by _I!. thus, producing an excess of - - 185,000 . Iil. . 

The Public Works expenditure was reduced by 898,453 
'And severe economy was enforced in the Civil 

and Military Departments, produ,cing say - - 300,000 

TOTAL ~ - 1,733,453 

The year resUlted in a small surplus of £118,668. 
That there was this surplus and not the estimated 
deficit is obviously due to the measures adopted upon 
the revision of September 1869, and to no other 
cause. It is simply silly t~ make' the suocess of 
those measures the ground for oondemning them. 

Another charge made is that the Rcco,unts and 
estimates presented to the public by the Financial 
Department are unreliable and inaccurate to an 
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extraordinary degree. As far as account goes, _ there 
is no foundation whatever for the allegation that any 
inaccuracies have occurred. Practically the accounts
for years past are believed to be absolutely correct. 
Within a certain margin it cannot however be said -
that they are altogether complete. A complete ac~ 

count and an accurate account are two different 
things. We are aware that transactions in the vari
ous departments and the various provinces may not 
have been completely adjusted. The matter is one 
of exceedi:ttg difficulty, and it is to be feared that .. 
however we may manage for the future, it may be 
found very difficult to reconcile all such past inter
departmental, inter-presidencial, and inter-provin-. 
cial transactions. I do not say that it would be possi
ble to compile the accounts ofthe last ten years into 
one, and present the whole asaperjectly trn~ account. 
This is much to be· regretted and the system cannot 
be said to be satisfactori so long as such a blot re
mains. I do not howevarapprehendthfl.t these are 
the errors that have been so repeatedly referred to. 
As far as the accounts go, they are absolutely and 
substantially correct, and the margin of incomplete
neSi is exceedingly small. 

But I have observed that a great many remarks 
have been made in which an extraordinary confusion 
of idea seems to prevail with regard to est~ate and 
account. It is impossible to conceive anything more 
different in nature than the estimate of the Firiandal 
Department for the ensUing year and that of the ac
count of the same DepartIIlent for periods which'have 
passed. Account is a record of fact, estimate :is a 
matter of opinion and forecast; there' is as much 
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dift'erence between an account and an estimate as 
there is between a good eight-day clock and the 
divining rod of a magician. An American humourist, 
Mr. Artemus W &.rd, gave a very sound advice to his 
disciples when he said-" Never prophecy unless you 
know." Now unfortuna.tely my hon'ble friend is 
obliged to prophecy when he does not know, when 
he cannot know, and when. no one else knOWs. And 
when gentlemen accuse the Government of extraordi
nary inaccuracy in estimating, they forget this that 
an estimate is a ma.tter of opinion and is to a great 
extent a prophecy. My hon'ble friend Sir Richard. 
Temple described with great force in his financial 
statement the difficulties that are to be met in this 
respect. The Indian estimates are an aggrega~ of 
facts, collected over an immense area -by a large body 
of officers. These facts are carefully adjusted, com
pared with the estimates of former years, analyzed 
and summed up; and froin this mass of evidence 
deductions are drawn. Owing to the peculiarity of 
some of these chief items of revenue,-items which 
hardly exist or are totally unknown in many coun
tries,-the difficulty is vastly increased. It is not 
possible_ to avoid error. The most sagacious man 
cannot foretell the price of opium for a month, far less 
for a year, and opium produces nearly one-sixth 
of our revenue~ The land revenue ( which gives 
twO-fifths of the revenue) is also subject to risks 
which no man can foresee. The traffic receipts of 

_ the Railways fluotuate considerably, and depend to 
a great extent on the general prosperity of the coun
try. The customs revenue fluctuates also to a great 
extent according to the condition of the people. 
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We have been advised to meet the difficulty by 
what is called "sanguine estimating.~~ I think it is 
quite right in estimating to leave such a. margin as 
will in our opinion seoure our calculations from some 
of the disturbing causes whiCh I have mentioned; but 
sanguine estimating, which informs the country be
yond or within the facts that are in our possession, 
for the object of diminishing or increasing taxation, 
is in my opinion nothing less than dishonesty. I am 
sure my hon'ble friend Mr. Robinson would be the 
last man to recommend anything like dishonesty; 
but what he appears h suggest is that we should dis-. 
regard the facts whioh were laid before the Govern,. 
ment and come to a different conclusion from that 
which we thought these facts would warrant. I can 
not help thinking that if we had taken t4at course, 
we should not have been acting in accordance with 
the principles which ought to guide us in aU our 
transactions. We thllk we know a good deal about 
finance, but oertainly we donot know anything about 
" financing;" and it is our duty to present the 
publio with the most acourate results we can obtain, 
and the soundest opinion we can form. We never 
can and never will take any other course, But with 
regard to this accuracy of estimate, the Secretary 
of the Financial Department has supplied me 
with a curious statement, showing the comparison 
of English, and.also the Indian, Estimates- with 
Actuals. 

The English Accounts are on the averaO'e bet tel' 
than the Estimates, whereas, hitherto,· th~ Indian' 
Accounts have been on the avera.ge worse than the 
estimate: It is intended to take pl'ecautions against 
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a recurrence of this, but it of course involves some 
additional· severity in providing ways and means. 
But the Indian Estimates appear to approximate 
more closely to fac:ts than do the Estimates in Eng
land. It is curious that if we compare the English 
Estimates for the last ten years with the Actuals, we 
find that the annual average difference of actual from 
estimate was_£2,132,700 on a revenue varying from 
70 to 74 millions. In India the annual average 
difference from estimate was £1,874,600 on a revenue 
varying from 41 millions to 50 millions, so that we 

. find that, notwithstanding all the difficulties which 
lie in the way of the Financial Member in -laying his 
statement before the publio, his estimate does not 
c~mpare unfavorably as to accuracy with that made 
by the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

It has frequently been stated that a great deal of 
our misfortune has arisen in that we have given un
due liberty to the Publio Works Department in the 
way of expenditure. Let me remind the Council as 
to what has been done in this respect. It is probable 
that some useless works have been stopped, but at the 
same time a great many useful undertakings have 
been unavoidably postponed. The faot remains that 
whilst in 1868-69 the expenditure was £6,272,000, 
and in 1870-71 £4,797,000, for the present year it 
is £3,802, 000 ; so that the expenditure in the Publio 
Works Department has been reduced by nearly one
half in. the period named. 

But the most serious charge made is, that the 
public was unnecessrily taxed in 1870-71, that i~ in 
the present year, that there was no necessity to raise 
the income tax to the extent it waS done, and that 
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the surplus of nearly a million which had been ob
tained shows that grievous error was committed. If 
after what has occurred we had been over-careful, a.nd 
taken our estimates of revenue some what low in or
der to make security do~bly sure, even as "skilful 
surgeons cut beyond the. wound to make the cUre 
complete," we should not have been much to blame. 
But we did nothing of the kind. The estimates on 
both sides were as near tho known facts as we could 
put them. As my hon'ble friend ~as reminded the 
Council, the surplus which has been attained th;s year 
has arisen from one special cause,namelYj-Opium. 
We had no right to take it otherwise. We took it at. 
Es. 975 a chest. There had been Ii steady fall in price 
for months; we consulted all the authorities which 
were available, and I know that my hon'ble frien~ 
opposite (Mr. Bullen Smith) entertained the same 
gloomy anticipations as we did with regard to price 
for the remainder of the year. But on this particular 
occasion, while the estimate was being prepared, we 
had the advantage of the advice of Her Majesty's 
:Minister in China, Sir Rutherford Alcock, a man who 
had spent his whole life in that country; he gave us, 
in this very room, at great length, his views as to the 
course that he thought the opium trade was likely to 
take. Nothing will tend more to show how unreliable 
are any fore3asts with regard to opium when I state 
that on this particular occasion we were in posse~sion 
of better intelligence, and what might ha~e been sup
posed more accurate information than we ever had be
fore. However, all the great authorities were wrong. 
The market, soon after our estimate was made, took . 
an unexpected turn; prices rose, and the result was, 
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that in the article of opium' alone we have received 
about £900,000 more than we expected. 

I will not condescend to notice certain unworthy 
charges which have been made against the Depart. 
:tnent, such as "cooking accounts", "adjustments made 
to sUit convenience", and "credits taken which did 
not exist." They are utterly baseless and reHect no 
credit on those who made them. Had some of them 
been uttered against the Directors of a respectable 
Company, the probability is that they might have 
subjeoted those who made them to those liabilities 
whioh the Law provides as a proteotionagainst libel and 
defamation. But I have said enough to show that in 
reality there was no unnecessary alarm in September 
1869, that the acoounts of this great Empire areas 
correot as acoounts of so complicated a nature can be, 
'that in accuracy ow: estimates compare advantageous
ly with those of other countries, and that unless we 
had been prepared to ~ndure another year's -deficit, 
and, I may say finanoial disgraoe, the measures of 
last March were absolutely indispensable. 

I now propose, with the permission of the Counoil, 
to advert brieHy to our future prospects. I do not 
mean to indulge in any boastful or oversanguine anti

. cipations. I kD,oW how uncertain is the future, and 
espeoially the Indian future, and how possible it is 
that the cerulean atmosphere which now hangs above 
our heads may turn to clouds and storm. But as to 
our duty in the present aspect of affairs, we entertain 
a very deoided view. Our public duties are many and 
various. There are duties with regard to our Native 
·and European services, and towards those men 
who serve· Her Majesty so well in the several 
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departl):lents of the State. There are duties 
which have been to-day referred to by His Excellen~ 
oy the Commander-in-Chief with regard,to providing 
for the comfort and health of our European Army, 
whioh we have conscientiously discharged and which 

. we hope to continue to discharge. There are various 
duties which the Government must always perform 
towards oommeroial and industrial enterprise and 
also with regard to· national defence. 

There is a great deal of nonsense talked about 
despotio rule in India. If despotic ruie means the 
unrestrained and unregulated will of any one man 
or of any body of men, I say no such thing exists. 
:Here private right and individual liberty is guarded 
as strictly as it is in anyoountry in the world. Free
dom of action and of thought everywhere prevails. 
But we cannot oonceal from ourselves the faot that 
we administer a system of Government under whioh 
the rulers are appointed.bya Sovereign who by her 
responsible Ministers rules in a far and distant land. 
By this veryfaot are our responsibilities vastly in
creased; for-rulers who are nominated without con-

• sultation with the people whom they govern are 
bound to exercise more ciroumspeotion than those 
who derive their powers from popular representation; 
and a deep obligation is plaoed upon us to govern with 
firmness but mercy, with kindness and with care, 
those weaker natures whioh are entrusted to our rule. 

In administration, taxation JlI.ust always form a 
leading feature. When you touch the pockets of the 
people, you touch at once their feelings and their 

. hearts. The people of this country never had the 
power of self-taxation, and I am not a.t all clear that 
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if they had, they would have made a proper use of it. 
But for good administration in India., vast funds 
must be provided, great expenditure must be inour· 
red, and Government must be carried on with muoh 
strength and some splendor. In view of these faots, 
our clear duty is to refrain from imposing any bur
den upon the people of this country beyond that 
whioh we can honestly say is necessary for good 
government and for the permanency of that rule 
whioh we believe is caloulated to comer benefits upon 
the nation. How are we to avoid unnecessary taxa
tion P We can avoid it by absolutely setting our 
faces against anything in the shape of waste; by 
rigid economy; and by retreating from many of the 
extravagan9ies which have from time to time been 
committed. If we set ourselves firmly to this task, 
we shall certainly accomplish it. 

The most variable sources of expenditure have 
been made over to Local Governments, by which more 
economy and care will be exercised, and which I have 
reason to hope will not inorease unduly the burdens 
oUhe people. We have secured the Imperial revenue 
from main elements of uncertainty, and if we follow 
the diotates of prudence, I am sanguine enough to 
believe that that normal increase of resources which 
the growing prosperity of the country must yield 
ms.y be made, and can be made, to suffioe for future 
imperial wants. But we must look at the matter in 
a practical point of view. We roust reoolleot that our 
future liabilities are heavy, and that among other 
things the growing charge for interest is exceedingly 
serious. My hon'ole friend Sir R. Temple has stated 
that since 1869~70 we have borrowed ten millions of 
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money, throwing a permanent charge upon· our re
venues of £450,000 a year. The registered debt of 
India will this year amounttol06! millions, and we 
have to pay guaranteed interest on Railways to a~ 
amount of nearly 90 millions more. In this vie~ of 
the case it is necessary to considet our future liabilities· 
and the danger they involve if they aloe not boldly and 
judiciously dealt with. No 'one who is aware of the 
facts I am about to adduce can come to any other con-· 
elusion than that the day is far distant when aily
thing in the shape of what is called "financial pressure" 
will cease, and that all those who have to administer 
the finances of this country for the future must admin
ister them with the -most watchful care. 

In the despatches which we~ submitted to ·the 
Secretary of State last year with regard to Railways 
and Irrigation, a variety of works of the highest im
portance were· named. In Irrigation we sugg€sted 
works either commenced or not yet in progress, which 
will cost 39 millions, three millions of which have been 
already spent, leaving for further expenditure under 
this head a sum something like 36 millions. The Rail
ways we recommended, even if they are to 'be con"' 
structed on the roost economical principles, must cost· 
from 26 to 28 millions. Addi1ri.onal capital will prob- . 
aLly still be wanted by the guaranteed Companies to 
the amount of some 8 millions. 

We have lately inaugurated a system of lending 
money to Municipalities which, we believe, will contri
bute much to the health, wealth, and comfort o(the· 
inhabitants of towns. It is possible that we shall be 

. called upon to advance in the next few years a,sum to 
Municipalities nmounting to 10 millions. We 11ave 

13 



146 SPEECHES OF EARL :1I{AYO. [31sT MARCH, 

passed a Land Improvement Bill this year, which will 
also throw an additional charge upon our loan funds, 
!tnd it is' probable that we shall spend 3 millions or 
more under this head. Speaking roughly, and looking 
forward according to our present lights, we cannot 
think that anything . less than a sum of 85 or DO 
millions will be· .. required to be borrowed for those 
purposes which we think indispensable to the improve
ment of the country and the welfare of the people. 
This is an enormous charge, but I firmly believe it can 
be met without difficulty, and that, if rightly dealt 
WitIl, the works can be carried on without throwing 
any serious burden upon our general revenues. 

As to Railways, we believe that most of the lines 
wllich we have 8Ilggested can be made in a manner 
in which they will not be likely to create any perma
nently inconvenient charge. This can only be done in 
one way, namely, by materially lessening the original 
eost. Indeed there is an absolute necessity for this. 
The future lines are never likely to bring in the return 
of those now in existence. The richer districts are 
already occupied by Railways, the great arterial lines 
nre completed, nearly 5,000 miles are open through 
the best parts of the country; they impose a charcie 
in the shape of gu!\Xantied interest on our revenues 
over and above the net traffic returns of £1,8"56,000. 
\" e propose to build 5,000 miles more, and I believe 
we can .do it; but not one of these can be expected 
to produce the returns of the Great Indian Peninsula, 
the East Indian, or the Eastern Bengal Lines. Now, 
f:uppose that we continue to build· Railways at any
thing like the cost of the exi~ting lines, it is not too 
much to say that at the end of 15 or 20 yearS we 
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should possibly find ourselves paying out of revenue 
instead of '£1,856,000 something like three or four 
millions of interest. We may expect a certain steady 
increase in our traffic, but there is no symptom of a. 
sudden rush or outburst of Railway returns such as 
we have often witne:osed in Europe or America. it is 
true that since the year 1867 there has been a steady 
increase on the East Indian Railway of nearly half 
a million of tons of goods traffic in four years; but on 
the Great Indian Peninsula I find that.in the year 
ending June 1861 with 815 miles of Railway open· 
they were carrying 1,046,000 tons, and in the year 
ending 30th June 1870, with 1,200 miles of line open, 
they were only carrying 1,057,000 tons of goods . .on the 
Madras Lines at the same period, with a considerable 
additional number of miles open, they were carrying 
in the year ending 30th June 1867, 373,000 tons of 
goods, whereas in the year ending the 30th June 1870, 
they only carried 354,000 tons. The Scinde Line in. 
the same year carried 201,000 tons of goods, and fell 
off in the year·1870 to 80,000. On the Punjab Lines 
no sul;"tantial difference occurred between those 
periods; but the Great Southern of India carried in 
the year ending June 1867. 70,000 tons of gQods, and 
in the year ending from June 30th, 1870, with, an 
increase of mileage, only 66,000 tons. The native 
passenger traffic bears very much the same proportion 
to that of the goods on all our Railways. In the last 
days of 1867 there were 3,909 miles open, and in the 
end of 1870 there were 4,730 miles open. The goods 
traffic on all our lines increased only from 2,900,000 

. tons to 3,500,000. The entire traffic now on our Indian 
lines is 4,700,000 tons, or about one-fourth of that on 
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the London North-Western with four times the 

mileage. It appears to be dQubted whether the lines 

that we propose will be sufficient to carry the traffic, 

and it is held by some that we ought to continue to 

construct on the 5 feet 6 inch gauge. It is said that 

the present gauge is not too broad nor the stock too 

large. I would ask the Council to compare for a 

moment the 1,COO,OOO tons yearly f>f the tmffic of 

the East Indian Railway with the 10 million tons of 

the Midland Railway in England on a not very differ

ent length pf line, or compare the 300,000 tons of 

traffic on the Madras Lines with the 1,400,000 tons of 

the London South-Western on an equ{li length of 

Jine, and then ask whether it is necessary to builJ 

Railways stronger and bigger in every respect for 

Indian tmffic than those that are carrying these 

~normous louos. 
It is interesting to calculate what would have 

been the result if we had built some of our smaller 

lines on the plan whi::h we suggest. The following 

comparative statement of actual and probo.bJ.e charges 

will show that a considerable saving might have been 

effocted, amI that instead of paying 2 per cent, tIley 

would be paying nearly 5 per cent, whilst the Im

perial Revenue would be saved a sum of £730,500, 

\Vlli!:>t the requirements. of the public would be equally 

sati~:;/leJ ;-
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This ought to prove how cautious we must be in 
embarking in new lines and how carefully we must 
count the cost if we are to continue to discharge our 
duty to this country in constructing these indispensable 
means of communication. Every day confirms the 
sonndness of our decision in adopting a narrow gauge. 
An able writer who has been discussing the question 
in the Bombay Newspapers entitles his letters" 10,000 
miles of Railway for 5,000. " But I say" Railways at 
£ 6,000 or £ '7,000 a mile or no Railways at all. " We 
believe that -the gauge we have adopted of 3 feet 3 
inches will meet every requirement, and I cannot 
conceive why we are to construct lines which are and 
~us,t be far above the' requirements of the country for 
a great number of years when we can show that the 
system which we recommend will do for us all we 
-want. If a gentleman of small means who proposed 
to start upon a journey purchased an elephant in 
order to carry a donkey load of baggage, I am affaid 
that his friends would consider him to be possessed of 
that limited amount of intelligence which nature has 
bestowed upon the humbler animal., The great ob
jection which has" been urged to the system is the 
"break of thega.uge»; 1 admit it is serious, but I 
believe _ it lIas been greatly exaggerated. The cost of 
transhipment has never been placed above the cost of 
carriage of more than about 12 or 15 miles, and in 
some respects, as regards the native passenger traffic, 
and in other ways, by good arrangement, the incon
venience can be reduced to a point that will be hardly 
feU. 

As far as Irrigation is concerned, we hope to be 
able to take somewhat the same conrse that 'we have 
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done with the Railways, and keep down as far as poss
ible the first cost of the works. The estimates will be 
made and carefully criticised, and I may say without, 
fear of contradiction that the officers who are engaged 

. in desiO'ninO' these great works are in this particular 
00, 

branch of. their profession as experienced Engineers as 
any in the world. I have no reason t() believe that 
the estimates' which they have made, and the Opml,. 
ons which have been formed, will in any serious de
gree be contrary to the anticipat,ed result. But bey~nd 
this we must use every effort to make all these irriga
tion works re'ally productive and self-supporting. We 
must establish a system of irrigation and finance that 
will throw the main Durden for the repayment of the 
capital and interest expended on these works upon the 
land which benefits by them. ~We must follow the 
same principles which have been adopted 'by every 
other country in the world in which similarundertakings. 
have been constructed. We must take such measures 
as will oblige the people who are enriched, wht>se lives 
are preserved, and whose wealth is augmented, by 
these works, to contribute in a fair proportion to the 
cost of their construction. We desire to individualize' 
as much as possible each work, iIi. order that the. publie 
may be made fully aware of the tenus under which it 
is constructed, its cost and its returns. We desire to 
separate as much as possible the finance of our repro~ 
ductive operations from the ordinary finance of the 
Empire. 'Ve have endeavoured to give effect to some 
of these principles in the Canal Bill, which is now be
fore the Legislative Council, but which I regret to say 
we have not altogether succeeded in making acceptable 
to the public. 
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I am surprised at the resistance with which our 
intentions in this respect have been met. Everybody 
seems to desire .irrigation, but many seem to desire 
that somebody else should pay for it. But as a mat
ter of principle the people in Madras should not pay 
for. the enrichment of the Punjab, nor the. people of 
Bengal for the irrigation ofScinde. Unless the Govern
ment is supported in organizing a system by which 

. these works can beconstrticted ~ithout plaCing further 
serious charges upon Imperial Revenue, I greatly fear 

. maily of these important operations may not be under
taken at all, or if they are undertaken they may run 
the risk of being stopped before they are finished. We 
wish to make thesewor~s as self-supporting and· as in
dependent as possible; iD. fact to put them in such a 
position that if waJ:, famine, financial difficulty, or 
other misfortune occurs, they will continue to progress, 
and go on even to completion. But if we continue, or 
rather attempt (for these works are oilly in their in
fancy) 1Ib construct them on the system of mixing up 
their accounts with the ordinary accounts of the Em
pire ; if we think we can pay the interest of the capi
tal expended on them out of the revenues of the year j 
if we do not extend to their finance generally the se
verest and most business-like principles; we shall poss
_ ibly have in a. few years to wItness either financial 
difficulty or the stoppage of some of these great and 
beneficent works. Why did some of the great Railway 
works in India progress during the whole of the Muti
ny? They were· carried on under great difficulties j 

but the work progressed even in districts which were 
disturbed; we know this was due to the lines being 
independent of Government,. and because their finance 
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was entirely .removed from the ordinary revenue 
aud expenditure of the country. We can. take the 
same course with our . State works, but unless we can 
put them somewhat in the same _position, and make 
them self-supporting and independent of the ordinl!-ry 
circumstances and fluctuations of revenue and expen
diture, we shall I fear be doomed. to disappointment. 

With.regard to Municipalities, we propose to make 
loans to them for carrying out works of improvement, 
but we do not intend to make advances of this nature 
without careful investigation, and until we have first 

'ascertained that ample provision .can be made and 
security given for the repayment of both interest and 
capital. I believe there will be no objection to, or 
difficulty in, carrying out this scbeme, and I hi. ve no 
reason to think that the Municipal bodies themselves 
will be unfavorable to it. Under -the Land Improve
in3nt system we have to extend the well known system 
of Tuccavi, and put it under more precise rules j. and 
it is not probable that there will arise the smallest 
cost to Government under this head. By these and 
no other means can all these great.. works, whether- • 
Irrigation, Railway, Municipal, or Land Improvemept. 
works, be carried on, without as far as we can judge 
throwing any very heavy charge upon the future 
ro.,ources of the Empire. 

I am afraid I have alreauy detained the Council 
too l<.lng and must hasten to conclude. For the future 
then ip regard to ordinary expenditure, we shall ever 
lahor to attain in each year such a small surplus as 
will show the world that our finances are in a satis-

-factory state. We do not propose to estimate distinct
ly for a surplus, neit.her do we propose to tax the_ 
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people for such a purpose. But the finances of a 
country cannot be in' a perfectly healthy state, unless
the receipts of the Government somewhat exceed the 
expenditure in each year. Surplus means sunshine, 
certainty, reduction of burden, and extension vf im
portant works. Deficit means clouds, uncertainty, 

'hesitation, increase of taxatIon, and the stoppage of 
much good and useful work. Be it large or be it 
sm~ll, those evils must always to a. grea.ter or less 
extent occur. We shall therefore continue to exercise 
the most rigid scrutiny into every branch of our expen
diture. We must also ex.ercise that continual care 
which is essentially necessary to secure us against its 
constant growth. With this object we ask, and I do 

,not think we shall ask in vain, the generous support 
of all those who are concerned in the conduct of Indian 
administration. We are bound to act on our belief, 

-that if increased cost takes place under certain heads 
of expenditure, which I fear is to some extent prob
able, it must be met by reductiQn of expenditure under 
others. I ask, therefore, the various Governments anu 
the various Heads of Departments not to bombard the 
Government with applications and den:ands for in
creased expenditure except in cases of the most urgent 
necessity. Weare determined not to run into debt, 
nor to borrow for ordinary expenditure. We expect 
that in our efforts we shall receive unanimous and 
hearty support. We say to the public,-" criticise 
se\'el'ely every part Qf the expenditure, discuss i,t, offer 
opinions about it, do not advocate petty pariugs and 
savings in small details, but devote your criticisms to 
genera.l expenditure and to the large establishment!! 
for thf.'1'e it is that safety is to be found," 
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We labor for two objects '\Vhich must command 
universal support: first to restore Indian Finance to a 
healthy state; and, secondly, to avoid any further in:' 
crease of Imperial burden. For the present, at least 
as far as I can judge, we have secured the first, and 
for the second we must ever and constantly labor if 
weare to attain su()cess. I will not, as I said before, 
further refer to the violence of the various attacks 
which have been made upon the Government because 
we endeavored to do our duty. In the success·of our 
schemes we can .well afford to forget the acrimony 
with which they have been assailed. My hon'ble 
friend (Sir R. Temple) nas sustained an amount of 
odium and has endured an amount ()f abuse which, to 
him would have been perfectly intolerable had he not 
known that his object was goo:! and that success was 
nigh. I say of the terms in which my hon'hle friend 
has been assailed, that a great ·deal of it has been 
cowardly and almost all of it unjust. Whether it will 
continue 1 know not. But one thing I know that 
when all these misstatements and thit abuse and 
odium are forgotten; when all the ma~ and ,un:"" '. 
charitableness that has been expressed towards, men 
who have been honestly doing their duty has passed 
into oblivion, the futurehist6rian of India will' be 
f()rced to record that in eighteen short months, the . 
nnances of a. mighty empire were rescued from a state 
of chronic deficit and certain danger. 'l'hat in six 
months, not without great sacrifices and much risk, 
equilibrium between revenue and expenditure was 
obtained; tbat iJ), the following year substantial surph!s 
was shown in the imperial accounts. That all this 
was effected not by swelling the burdens of the masses, 
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not by checsep:uing and cutting down the pay and 
allowances Qf the humbler servants of the Government, 
not by wild and temporary reductions which so impair 
efficiency that they ultimately lead to greatly incre~ed 
expenditure, but by increasing for one year the burden 
of taxation, four-fifths of which fell only on the well
to-do part of the population and from which the very 
poor~c~ped. lie must also record that this end was 
also attained by a calm and critical" search into our 
expenditure and by great reduction of outlay; and that 
future security was gained by associating with our
selves in financial responsibility a large amount of 
local authority and local interest. He will have t~ 
record that during this year, those great works of 
irrigation and preparations for. the commencement 
of a new sysfem of Railways have been pushed vigor
ously on, and that in many ways, though a reduction 
in our military ~harge has been effected, our military 
strength has been materially increased. New and im
proved arms for the Anny have been provided; large 
and costly defences have been added to our "principal 

-,---hn.rlr6iii; and in many other ways our defensive strength 
and that of our military marine have been increased. 
No other story than this can ever be told except at the 
expen&e of tmt~ ; and be it now or hereafter, wherever 
it is really known and impartially discussed, I am 
certain we shall receive that full mead of puhlic ap
proval which is the highest reward of public service. 
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EARL MAYO AT ADEN'. 

Adm th, 9th December 1868. 

TRB Settlemen~ of Aden was all gaiety, animation and rejoicing 
fromTueaday morning· to Wednesday night, in consequence ot 
the visit of the Earl and Counless of Mayo, aud Lord Napier of 
Magdala en route to India. Extensive preparation had been mado 
by tile Aden-itea t~ give theirfuture Governor-General and tho 
hero of Magdala rigllthearly reception. General Sir Edward Rus
sell, K. C. S. I., accompanied by Captaiu Goo~fellow, 'AssiStant 
Resident, went on board for the purpose of meeting and receiving 
their Lordships, who disembarked at about 7 A. M. 'The harbour, 
Steamer Point square, and the flag staffs, ,were gaily, de
corated with flags and the first gun of a salute .9f twenty-ono 
guns was fired immediately on Lorc;l.Mayo's putting his foot 011 

the steps of the bnnder. Sir Edward Russell introduced to 
their Lordships several civil and military officers of the station, 
also the deputation from the residents and mercantile commu
nity of Aden, the President of which, Mr. Cowasjee Dinaha", 
said :-" My Lords,-We welcome your Lordships to the shores 
of India. The resident and mercantile com~uriity of Aden' 
greatly desire to express. their joy, aud your Lo~dships will do 
us great honour by accepting our invitation to'recei~e publicly; 

. -' .. ' -'. , 
expressions of our esteem and goodwill." . Lot;ds Mayo and 
Napier thanked the deputation for its kindness,' and accepted 
their polite invitation for receiving addresses the Dt'xt day; 9th 
December, at_hill-past five o'clock in ~e' eveiling •. Their Lord .. 

• 
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ships rassed through the ranks, and proceeded ot once to 
inspect the several batteries, forts, and the establishments at 
Eteamer Point. 'During the forenoon, a levee of officers and 
others was held, and in the afternoon, they proceeded to view 
the Isthmus defences and barracks. The Countess, aCCOID

pa1lied by Captain Goodfellow, proceeded to see the 
tauks. 

The Reception Committee (wholly Native residp-nts and 
merchants) had arranged an, excellent prograDlme. Doth in 
town and at Steamer Point, triumphal archES were tastefully 
erected,. with II Mayo. Welcome. Napier." on one side, and 
"Mayo. Farewell. Napier." on tile other. At, all the shops in 
the town and Steamer Point, flags were displayed. The mi
naret, in town, was the point at which their Lordships were to 
receive their addresses, and the preparations made here for 
tl,eir reception wCI'e magnificent for Aden, and were erected 
under the snperintendence of Mr. J. Miles, Locomotive 

Superintendent. 

- The morning of the 9th was spent 11y their J.ordships in 
1\ general inspection of the cantonment of Aden, Serah Island, 
Mru:shag, and the Isthmus range of fortifications. 

At 5 P. )[. tIle wholE' ,party proceeded to town, for the pre
sentation of the addresses. The avenne was crowded with 
peopl!', and atcvery 11l)USC and gallery in the large squaro 
w'ere seen native ladies nnd childrcn, in their best humour aud 
bJst costumes. On arriYing at the town triumphal arch, their 
LOrUsllips and the Conut.£ss of :Mayo Wl're loudly clleered. 
IIaving taken tlleir seats on the platform, along ,,"ith these 
,,"'ho accompanied them, the President, Mr. Cowasjee Dinshnw 
said 'i-" My Lords, Ladies, and Gentlemell,-The Secretary 
will 'read tho ndllress' to Lo;'cl III ayo, our fnture Governor-Ge
neml- from thtl residents and mercantile commnnity of Aden." 
The ~ice-Presideut. 1.1r. IInssonally Rnjubnlly, a wealthy Arab 
mNehant, and Government contrnctoT, handed the address to 
the Secretary, 'Mr. Lalene:!, who read it fluently and well :--. 
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TO TIiE RIGHT HO~'BLE THE EARL OF 
llAYO K. P. &0. &00. 

II }lAy IT PLEASE YOUR LonDsBIP,-We, the residents ana 
mercantile community of Aden, venture to approach. your 
Lordship with our sincere congratulation on your appointme~t 
as our futnre Go\-emor-General aud as Viceroy of I~dia; w~ 
beg to hail the arrh-al of your Lordship within 11:0 limits of 
your Vice-royalty with the assurance of our most pro
found respect and of onr most cordial welcome. v,-e assure 
your Lordsllip. that it especially gladdens thelleartS of tl~e 
inhabitants of India to find that our most Gracious ·Majesty 
Queen Victoria has been pleased to nominate a-.I>eer for thIS 
post. We earnestly trust that your· Lordship, so· anspIcion,,}y 
selected, may fulfil the eager wis~les and expectations of that 
great country, and tllat you lIIay gain for yourself the love of 
her people. Your Lordship is a30ut to guide the destinies of 
a generous aud affectionate people, who will always regard Yo1f.r 
Lordship with profound respect and tender spl.icitude. Weare 

happy.to thinK that India wns never in a grenter etate of pros
perity than at this lIIoment. Your Lords!lip_ i~ about to enter 
the high 8ud dignified position of Goyernor-General _ of the 
greatest colony ill the world, where every prospect of pro-: 
found peace and the blessings of· a bonntiful ban-est, holdS 
out the bope of iutemal contentment and happiness. Our po
pulation ill contented and loyal, and by all these lIieal!s, wit 
are happy to 6ay. we believe that the commercial a:ld material 
prosperity of dIe country has reached a point which it has never 
attained at any fonner period. \Ve congratulate your Lordship 
on this bappy state of things, and we are indeed greatly in
debted for it to the reign of that beneficent Sovereign uuder 
whose mild and enlightened rule we have the good fortuue to 
live, 1l0s1 earnestly do we pray that the same success wllich. 
bas hit~crto blessed our Q lecn's represeutatives in India may. 
contiuue to attend your Lorlsaip, our futnre Governor-General. 

We woulJ respbctfully hl!g to take this opportunity of offering 
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our cOFdial welcome-io the--Coimtess of Mayo, who will, we 
confidently trust, take -a deep interest in this distant land, 
\vhere. the education. and morale~ig~tenment of many milliom 
of Native females is I!ow attracting the earnest attention oj 
onr rulers. '\V e :have ev~ry re~son to believe that your Lord
.hip will take Ii deep interest in whatever may tend to pro
mote the a~v~n()~e!ltof eith~r the mor;Uor the material good 
of . the people of India, a conntry which has spread over ill 
lUl"face 'many millions of 'hnman beings. May you prosPeJ 
under the favour of the Almighty, and in a short time may 
yon have the satisfaction of witnessing the beneficial results 
,of the further gro~, vigour, and prosperity of this continent 
,'tmder your. Lordship's rule., '1;1lat the health of your Lordship 
and your nobJe Co'!.nt~ ~~J long ,be spared, and that you may 
,lie a glory.to I!ldia, a snpport to the Queen'. Government and 
• blessing to tlie people, is the heartfelt and earnest prarer 
gfthe communi!Ycof A,den: __ 

" COWASJEB DINSIIA'W, PRESIDENT, 

" HUSSONALLY 'RUJl1BALLY,VICE-l'REsIDEli'T, 

'0 D. M. LALcACA) Secretary." 

The address was put i~ a gold (kinllab) bag, ornamented 
with oriental gold coin!!, all,!l the president presented it to his 
Lordship ~_1!e~alf,~ ~l\e.~~dellts and mercantilecolD1llunitf 
of Aden •. 

LORD M~Y~, ~--~ , . 
'Who was received with _applause said:-
c, My LORD, LADIES, ANDGENTLEMEN,-I receive 

with gratitude the address which you ha\'e done me 
the ,honor to present, and thank you most sincerely 
for the great kindness with which I ha\'e been r8 

cei ved at Aden, and the hearty welcome you have 
offered .. to lIle on this my first landing on an eastern 
ahore. It is 1l10st gratit)'ing to hear from Y0ll! li'ps, 
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expressions or such ardent loyalty to onr most.Gra· 
eious Sovereign, ~nd attachment to her mild and ,bene-: 
Scent ntle. In the arduous and responsible .office to 
which, by Her Majesty'tt favour, I shall shortly suc
ceed, it will ever be my object to preserve unbroken 
pea.ce, to encourage and promote every measure 
which may have for its object the social or materia 
improvement of the people of India. I am fortnnate. 
in being accompanied, on -this occasion by the dis.; 
tinguished m~, under whose brilliant leadership, 
t?at enterprise (Abyssinian War) which has lately shed 
such lustre on British arms has been brought to so 
honourable a conclusion. Many there are here, who 
were partakers of Lis toils and sharers in his glory 
The commnnity of Aden, it is well known, rendered to 
Lord Napier much valuable support and assistance. It 
most be a source of great gratif!cation to many of you 
to feel that you were enabled in any way to contribnte . 
towards the success of an expedition in which the in
terests of humanity and the houour of our country 

. were so amply vindicated. I witness with satisfaction 
the rapid increase of your population, and the deve
lopment of yonr trade, and it will be my dnty to 
support those plans which are being matured by 
yonr able Resident and his colleRcoues for- the 
improveillent of the town, and (or increasing the 
comfort and well being of all its inhabitants." 

TIIBEE CHREllS FOE THE EARL AND CoUNTESS ott MAYO AND 

THREE J'OK LoRD NAPIER, WERB GI'VEN. 

Their L~rdships and ~untess ~f 'MaYQ. with the,if respe9-
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five suites, \Vere gUests o! Sir Edward Russell, K. C. s. I.; du
ring their stay in Aden. . They re-embarked on Tuesday night 
at 11 P. H. on .board the Fero.16, very much pleased and gratified 
with .their visit to Aden. The vessel left the harbour. at about 
1 o'clock that night for Bombay. 

1.'he following letter was addressed, on the 10th iRstant ttJ 
the President of the receptrorr C(;)mmittee' . 

"Sm,-LOliD MAYO hus desired me fo express to 
yourself and to the members of the community, how 
grl,l.tifled he was at tlJe reception he received from the 
community here, and has left with me ( 25) twenty
five sovereigns for the benefit of the poor, to be dis
tributed as the members of the deputation, the ro
presenl:-:th'eJ'of the community, 'may think best.. Will 
you favour me with the opinion oftLe deputation com
mittee as to the best me:;ul.S of carrying out his. Lord
ship'S wishes. 

Your's Obediently .. 
" E. L. RUSSELL • .'~ 

LOTID; MAYO AND THE DEPUTATION 

FROM:THE BOMBAY CHAM.BEn. 

OF COMMEnCE. 

BomT;(lY December 16th 18G8. 

AT a Special general meeting of the Chnmbl'r oi Commerce. 
Bombny;held on the 16th December, 1868 no address prepared by 
the.Committee of management andrenu to' tae members present 
by the Secretary, was on the motion of the Hon'vIe A. H .• 
Campbell. of Messrs Ritchie Steuart & Co,. seconded by :r.Ir 
R.Ahlel'l!~ of MeSlll'S." Volkart Brothers, -unanimously approved 
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and ordered to be presentedtlt ~,l!iir.ilBfi1fijrori· 
MayO', K. P., Viceroy and Governor-General of India ElilCt, 
on a convenient occasion is early as possible after, his arrival. 
A few days before the Chairman of the Chamber accompanied 
by the Secretary waited upon Lord Mayo, on the subject' of 
the address and t9 ascertain when it would suit his Lordship'. 
eonvenience to receive a deputation of the members of tho 
Chamber for the purpose of formally presentiug the same. 
Lord Mayo received them very cordially, but explained at the 
BaIDe time thnt he could not receive an address in any pub~ 

lie or formal manner before he assumed the office of Viceroy 
and Governor-Gelleral, that his visit to Bombay was J~f a 
private and unofficial character, but that it would offord him· 
m1,lch pleasure to meet a few of the merchants and to confer' 
with them on the leading topics mentioned. iu the address as 
well as on other matters affJcting the Commercial interests of 
this part of Iudia. 

The address from the Chamber to Lord Mayo, of which. 
printed copies had beeu sellt to his Lordship, is as follows :-

To the Right Honourable the EARL OF MAYO K.P., 
VICEROY AND GOVERNOR-GENERAL OF INDIA, ELECT. 

My LORD,-The Members of the Bombay Chamber of .COlU. 
merce, while uniting with all other classes of the community 
in giving to your Lordship a cordial welcome on the occasion 
of your first lauding on the shores of India, further avail 
themselves of the opportunity of bringing personally-to your 
Lordship's notice some of the commercial wants of this Pre. 
sidency, on the eve of your assllming the high office of Vice. 
roy and Governor-General of 'India, to which Her Majesty has 
appointed you. 

Nearly twenty years ago the merchants of this city took 
ad'\"antage of the presence amongst them, for a few days, of 
one of the most illustriolls of your predecessors in the Govern~ 
ment . of India, the Marquis of Dalhousie, to represent to billl 

. the serious disa:lvantages Under which tlteBomhal Preside~e7 
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theD labo~ed from the absolute w.ant of anything like adequate 
means of intercommnnication between Bombay and the J'ariona 
districts in the interior. The merchants of that day most truly 
atated " that with a population, after London and Paris, greater 
than that of any City of Europe or America, the trade (If Bom
bay was far 1e98 than that of many, in other respects, much 
i.uerior to .it. n So inadequate were theD the means of ~
municatioD with the ~nterior, that in the memorial from th, 
merchants to Lord Dalhousie it was rep~ented-" that many 
valuable articles of produce were, for want of carriage and a 
market, often left to perish in the fields, while the cost of 
those which did fiud their way to this port was enormously 
enhauced, to the extent sometime of two hnndred per cent." 
Happily such remarks, descriptive of a state of things justly 
of in 18,13-50, do not apply with the same force in 1868. 

Within the last eighteen years, Railways, the Electric 
Telegraph, and cheap and improved postal communication have 
been introduced into this country, and the Bombay Presidency, 
in common with the rest of India, has participated in the beue
fits that have already resulted from these important eugines 
of progress aud civilisation. ' 

We thankfully recognise the advantages that have accrued 
to this part of India by the. introduction of two great trunk 
lines of Railway, viz. the Great India Peninsular and the 
nombay, Baf04a, and Central India Railways, which have 
their termini at . BombaY.i but at the same time we have res
pectfully to submit to your Lordship, that uuless something 
more .be specially done in supplementing the existing trunk 
linjlS, by local lines or feeders the principal seats of agricul
~al indnstry, and by the introduction of Dew lines into im
portant districts still unopened, the resources of this Presidency 
must continue to a great extent undeveloped. 

Bombay unlike, and in thia respect comparing disadvanta-
geously wi.th Bengal, possesses no navigable rivers or canals, 
and there is scarcely a good road, or indeed .with one UceptiOD, 
an,. other tlwa 8 fair weather road in any pan of the Preai-
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dency.To thIs day the fine prpvin~e, 9f .' Guzerat, rt~~ ,richest; 
and most 'fer~il~ on this side of India, remaiU8 but partially 
developed; even afte~ the introducti~n of a tr~~k Ji~e of. 
Railway, because the province iswithout,roads,or:feed~rs by 
which the producing districts may be brQught into contac1i 
~ith the ~ailway; and ti1eir produce by thes!! means conveni
ently and rapidly carried to market. 

With a view of opening up the Northern portion of GU2le
rat a~d the important province ~fKattiaw;!.r, 'a propo,,~d' ~hort 
extention . of the Bombay, Baroda, and Central India Railway 
fr~m Ahmedabad to Veerumgaum, was st~ongly recommended 
by ,this Ch'amber, to the consideration of the, Government of 

· Bombay. The scheme received the cordial support .of the 
Ioca.! Government, but it has bllen refused sanction by the 
Governmeni of India, pendi~g, we wer~ 'informe~, ;, the con
siderationof other Railway linel! ,thQught to be of greatlJr 

· State .importance. . 

Withi!l the last ,few days it has beenpoint~dly brought tit 
our noticeDn .reliable official authority, that the :people from 

· Uarwar and other Rajpootana State,s,. where famine bas al
ready Bet in or ;is imminently impending, are crowding' in 
thousands)nto 13ritish Guzerat to seek. the necessaria's of life. 
We would, respectfully suggest to your Lordship, that by 
giving immediate sanction' to this short line of Railw~Yi the 
means of living would be provided for numbers who are al 
present destitute, and a publio. wark of great value' and im
portance would at the same time, from this unlooked for 
IIbundanQe ofIabour, be executed ata comparatively moderato 
cost. 

Two· years. ago the members of this Chamber laid beforo 
the local Government their views in reference to the. commercial 
lmportanoll of two great Railway scheme!) :that .have been long 
'under the consideration of. the (jovol'Iunen,t of India, na0:1ely, 
.'he Indus Valley Line, intended ;to connect Kurrachee with 
the Punjab, . lind ~ line of R~wlLl through RlLjl'0o~an~ tb" 
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would connect Bombay, "ia Guzerat and Rajpootanah, with 
Delhi and Northern India. It would be difficult to conceive 
two lines of Railway more necessary to India generally, or 
calculated to ('~nfer greater benefits on the inhabitants of tho 
Western and Northern parts of it. 

The proposed Rajpoot:ma line especially is urgently need3d 
for the convenience of a trade of great va!ue that _has long 
existed between Bombay, and the Rajpoot states and the dis

tricts north of th'l8a ; the trad~ snff!rs at present from tho 
difficulties conuected with the existin~ means of inland transit, 
while with railway commlluication it may, on the evidence of 
thos9 who are thoroughiy conversa:lt with the tradJ and habib! 
of the PJople, be eXpJcted ta eXlland to an almost indefinite 
extent. 

The Government of Bombay have urgently pressed on 
the Governm!!nt of India the commercial and poJiti('al impor
tance of the proposed RajpclOtana line, but W~ b~lieve no 
practical steps towards its early construction have yet been 
taken, while our latest information on the subj~ct, we regret 

to state, is to the effect, that the matter is now entirely at a 
atand-still in consequcncs of another ronte ha,·jng been sug

gested in supers~~ion of thnt which had been pre,·ioris1y 
thoroughly surveyed and all but sanctioned to be ('arried out. ; 

The southern portion of the Bombay Presid~ncy. popu
larly known as the Southern lIahratta country, and one of our 
most important cotton fi~lds-where, througlt the parsevering 
exertions of the -pres~nt Cotton Commissioner under the sanc
tion and encoum~elllent of th9 local Government a d~scription 

of cotto:} grown from acclimatised American s~ed h~s attaiued 
'II high character InlOngst the other .;&'arieties that find th~ir 
market in 'Liverpool-is at the p;'"s9nt mo,"ent without rolds, 
or any suitahle means of transit for' bringing either the 
valuable produce of the districts to the seaboard, or merchnll" 
dise to the intl'rior,-and 89 Ii. , conspquence, European manu

'factures have as yet round there but a comparath·elylimitel 
market. ' 



1868. 1 tUm, :MAYO AT BOMBAY. xi: 
There is ~robably ne> part of tllis Presidency where raU .. 

way eomnlllnication is more needed than in the Soutliern 
Mahratta country, or where the introduction of a Railway would 
produce more beneficial results. A line to the Dharwar Col
rectorate would not merely give facilities for the development 

. of nn improved cotton culture, and the extension of trade 
but would also be a means of opening up the province of. 
Mysore and the adjacent districts, and of bringing their pro
duce to Bombay, the great market of Western India. 

Six months ago, the Chamber called the attention (If the 
local Government to the state of the upper part of the IIarbour 
of Bombay, which on reliable evidence laid before nS,ap· 
pears to have been steadily silting up for years past: and at 
the Bame time stated that if measures were not speedily taken 
to remedy the evil, that portion of the Harbour would by and 
by be unavailable for ships even for moderate tonnage. 

The representat.ion of the Chamber received prompt at
tention from the local Government, and the question is now 
reeeiving their deliberate consideration. Our object in bring
ing this important suhject to your Lordship's notice, is to make 
• respectful request that sllcll measures as the government of 
Bombay may deem it necessary for removing the injurious 
action that has been so long going OIl may receive the· ready 
Sllpport and the sanction of the government of India; for 
promptitude in applying a remedy to the silting up of Bombay 
Harbour is a mattcr not merely of local but of national im-
portnncp. . 

. 'I.'he uncertain and unsatisfactory working of the Indo-
European Telegraph still coutintH's a constant source of com
plaint· and aunoyance to the Indian public. Under the con-. 
viction that so long as we are dependent on countries bllt par
tially civilised, beyond the control of the British and Indian 
Governments, our Telegraphic communication with Ellrope can 
~ever be efficient,-this Chamber, in commOn with other Cham-. 
bers of commerce in this country, memorialised the Government 
oHnwa for a submarine line between Suez 8Ild Bombay. 'I.'ha 
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object was viewed favourably· by the present Goyeiument of 
Indiaj. though discouraged in reference to' the question of 
guarantee by the Secretary of State ; but we trust, on a fitting 
occasion presen~g itself, your Lordship· will . give your sup
port to the only plan of telegraphio communication between· 
England and India; which, seems likely. to meet.· the require .. 
ments of Government and the public. 

The increase in .the rates' of overland Postage imposed 
at the beginning of this' year, ~ simultaneously" :with. the intro
duction of a weekly mail, was !!let with a general feeling of 
iliBilatisfaction throughout India. The mercantile community a.nd . 
the numerous 'residents in this· country ··hav-ing relations with 
England consider their interests have been injuriously affected 
by the action of the Home Government iii tbis matter, and we . 
would now solicit your Lordship'S assistance, in.· getting the . 
objectionable impost rescinded. 

We would respectfully but earnestly beg to call your 
·Lordship's attention to ·the question of irrigation and water 
supply; for which so little has yet been d,?ne in this Presidency. 
The subject· is brought forcibly before us at the present time 
by the wide-spread distress in large and populous districts 
north of Bombay, where the rain-tall this season has been 
altogether inadequate to the necessities of the people. 

The Government of Bombay are sensible of the great· 
importance olthe schemes we haye taken the liberty. of bring
ing ·to your Lordship'S notice, and they have repeatedly urged 
the consideration of most of them on the Government of India, 
though hitherto without effect. 

The Marquis of Salisbury, when replying, a few weeks 
ago to 'an' address from the Manchester Chamher of Commerce 
is reported to have said-" In the main, the question of cotton 
and 'the question of commerce in general in Jndia, is a question 
of conveyance. It is the opening of navignble rivers and the 
opening of railways to which you must look." In the spirit 
Qf these views we entirely concur; and we trust that when 
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Tour Lordship assumes your high position .as head of· the 
Government of this country, the programme for 'India of all 
Tour predecessors for years past, viz: Railways, Irrigation, 
and other public works, may as regards the wants of this 
Presidency, receive, not merely a more practical application than 
has hitherto been vouchsafed by the Supreme Government, but 
that it will be applied in a measure fitting the important posi~on 
which Bombay occupies in its relation to the great commercial 
interests both of England and India. 

By order, and on behalf of the Members of the &mbay 
Chamber of Commerce. 

HAMILTON MAxwELL, Chairman. 

JAMES TAYLOR, Secretary. 

Chamber of Commerce, Bombay, 21st December 1868. 

Accordingly by appointment a deputation consisting of the 
following gentlemen :-Mr. Hamilton Maxwell, Cj.lairman of the 
Chamber, the Hon'ble A. H. CaIflpbell, the mover of the address 
Mr. R. Ahlers. of Messrs. Volkart Brothers,seconder of the address, 
Mr. Donald Graham, of Messrs. W. and A. Graham and Company. 
Mr. A. E. Ashley, London Asiatic and American Company, Mr: 
J. P. Negroponte of Messrs. Ralli Brothers, Mr. G. A. Kittredge, 
of Messrs. Stearns Hobart and Company, Members of the 
Committee of Management, Mr. W. Knox, Agent G. I. P. Rail
way, Mr.C. Currey, Agent B. B. and C. I. Railway Company, 
and Mr. Taylor, Secretary to the Chamber,-waited on Lord 
Mayo at Parell on Monday, the 28th December 1868. Lord Mayo 
who was attended by Major O. T. Burne, his private Secretary, 
after the introduction of the deputation, said :-

'" I have already explained to Mr. Maxwell and Mr. 
Taylor the reasons which have led me to consider that I 
ought not to receive any public address until I have 
been sworn in as Governor General of India. My 

B 
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visit to Bombay is entirely of an UDQfficial character, 
my sole object being to inform myself to the utmost on 
all matters connected with this portion of our Indian 
Empire, I thank you therefore most sincerely for 
having given JD.e this opportunity of conferring with 
y01J. upon the iplportant topics referred. to in the paper 
which I hold in my hand (_ printed copy of the 
Chamber's Address). 

"It will be my duty to give the most earnest 
attention to those questions and to consider with care 
and respect every suggestion that may· be made for 
developing and extending those great interests which 
are centered at Bombay. I hope therefore that you 
will kindly' permit me frankly to discuss these with 
you, feeling sure that I shall derive much advantage 
from ascertaining as far as . possible your opinions 
thereon." 

After these preliminary remarks Lord Mayo proceeded to 
discuss with the gentlemen who formed the deputation, each 
of the subjects alluded to in the addre~, especially"those refer
ring to the qnestions of cotton supply, facilities for the trans
port of prod~ce and merchandise, Railways' and Irrigation, to 
which his Lordship said "he attached the greatest import

ance." 

The conference, which was of a most interesting and anima
ted character, lasted for nearly two hours, and left on tho 
gentlemen who composed the depntation a most favourable 
impression as to the interest taken by Lord Mayo on the 
qnestions of utmost importance to the welfare of India, and of 
his Lordship's judgment and good Bouse in the manner in 
which h. COlUlidered and discussed them. 
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ARRIVAL OF EARL MAYO AT MADRAS 
VIA BEYPORE, 

-
Lord Mayo left Bombay per steamer Coromandel for Bey 

pore en route to Madras. The following are the particulars of
the arrival at Beypore of His Lordship and his suite, and their re
ception by Lord Napier, and their transit thence to Madra!!. 
Beypore, the once obscure fishing village of Malabar, now the 
Western Termiuus of the Madras Railway, was the focus of 
interest and attraction on New Year's Day, 1869. The special 
train arrived at the Beypore Terminus at eight minutes past 
7 A. M., having, among tb.e passengers, Lord Napier, his son, the 
Hon'ble Mr. Napier, Colonel Fordyce, the Military Secretary, and 
Lieutenant deRobeck, A. D. C., with sOlDe of the leading 
Railway officials (Messrs. Elwin, Church, Anderson and Collin
son) There were also the Honorable R. S. Ellis, c. S. the 
Chief Secretary, the Honorable Mr. Justice Wells, Captain Ellis, 
Doctors Busteed and James, Mr. Ballard the Colector of Malabar, 
Major Shaw Stewart the Consulting Engineer for Railways, and 
several other gentlemen already in waiting at Beypore for the 
Viceroy. All eyes at Beypore were anxiously directed towards 
the wide sea, e.very one apparently vieing with each other 
as to who should catch the first glimpse of the steamer 
Coromandel which was bringing in the Noble Lord and his party 
Half past 10 A. M. having arrived and the steamer not havin~ 
been signalled the whole party of fgentlemen in waiting at ~ the 
Hotel including Lord Napier and his suite, numbering about 30 
gentlemen sat down to breakfast not a little disappointed at the 
non-arrival of Lord Mayo. During the course of the day, a 
stream of the inhabitants of Calicut and the adjacent places were 

. seen nmning into Beypore, so that by the evening, what with 
the trumphal arches across the road all along from the landig
place to Framjee's hotel, with festoons of ever-greens, the decon 
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rations and preparation!! at the hotel, with mottoes, in large 
characters, of " Welcome," and flags of all colors waving, Bey .. 
pore was in a state of great exitement. At last, the Coromandel, 
was sighted at 6 P. M., having the following party on board: the 

, Earl and Countess of Mayo, Major and the Hon'ble Mrs. Burne, 
Captain the Hon'ble E. Bourke, and Captain Scott, A. D. c. Boats 
gaily decorated and made comfortable for the accommodation of 
the passengers, were at once, with a right good will, started off 
in one of which a deputation consisting Lord Napier's Military 
Secretary (Colonel Fordyce), Lieutenant deRobeck, A. D. c., imd 
Mr. Ballard the Collector of Malabar, greeted the noble Earl 
in the name and on behalf of Lord Napier, and, in a barg6' 
specially fitted out Jor the Vice-regal party, brought ashore th6' 
iilustrious company, where they were ';received with all the 
military and civic hopors that, under the circumstances, modest 
Beypore, ,the' .once· secluded -fishermen's village of Malabar, 
could possibly afford to give. The party, landed upon a temporary 

-------pier-erected for the occasion under the superintendence of Mr. 
Ballard, the Collector, Lord Napier l'eceiving them and leading 
the Countess of Mayo and the Earl of lIbyo to the entrance of 
the hotel. Here the Guard of Honor with the Band saluted the 
Viceroy Designate, and the whole party entered the hotel and sat 
down to dinner. While the palties were discussing the good 
thingll of this life the Band of the Guard of Honor was discours
ing sweet music and at 10 P. M. the party entered the special 
train, and started off amid much cheering. Up to the Malla
pooram statien there was nothing noteworthy, but at that station 
the Earl of Mayo and Lord Napier, accompanied by the Ho
norable R. S. Ellis, and Mr. Elwin, got out of their com
partment and mounted on the Locomotive. 

The special trllin arrived at Royapooram Terminus at 5 P. M. 

on Saturday 2nd January 1869. In Lord Mayo's suite were 
Major Burne, and the Honorable Major Bourke, and in Lord 
Napier's were Honorable R. S. Ellis, Colonel Fordyce, Major 
Shaw Stewart, the Master Napier, Captain de Robeck, Mr. 
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Elwin, :Mr. Herbert Church, and MI!'. Anderson. On the platform 
the Commander-in-Chief and Heads of Departments were as
sembled, Military Officers being in full uniform, and Civilians 
in morning dress. Immediately the train stopped, while iii 

Royal salute was being fired from the Fort, Lord Napier alighted 
and assisted the Countess of Mayo out of the carriage, Lord Mayo 

. and Captain Bourke followed. There was a slight pause, duri!lg 
which Lord Napier presented the Commander-in-Chief, the 
Members of Council, the Archdeacon, and scions of the Camatic 
family to Lord and Lady Mayo. Lord Napier then conducted
his guests to a temporary porte cocl£eTe, and the party were 
saluted by a Guard of Honour comprising the Governor's Body 
Guard, 100 rank and file of H. M's 45th, with complement of offi
cers and the Queen's Colour and Band, and the Infantry Volunteer 
GlI8rds. The procession went down Thumboo Chetty Street, an 
unsavoilry but characteristic Madras artery, which was lined 
with troops. 

Lord Mayo presented decidedly a prepossessing exterior, and 
his face was -that of a good-natured, able, and firm man, in the 
prime of mental and physical strength. He reminded somewhat 
(}f the late Sir Robert Peel. .Personal apFearance is a matter of no 
small consequence in an Indian Viceroy, and in Lord Mayo's 
case this was added to a stature above that of the average of 
Englishmen. Lord Mayo looks, in short, a ready, and capable 
man, of whom high expectations might be formed. 

I"ORD MAYO AND THE MADRAS- CHAM. 
BER OF COMMERCE. 

Agreeably with apointment a deputation of the Chamber 
consisting of the Chairman Mr. A. J. Byard, the Vice Ohair
-man the Hon. W. R. Arbuthnot, the Hon'ble J. C. Loch. Mr. 
W. Scott, Mr. W. B. Liddell, and the Secretary,· Mr. C. A 
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Lawson, waited upon Lord Mayo at Gui~dy Park on Tuesday 
.the 5th January ~839. The following address was prepared 
by the Chamber, and a copy submitted to His Lordship:-

To THE RT. HON. THE EARL OF MAYO, K. P., 
&0. &0. &c., 

Guind!J Park Madra •. 

We the Members of the Madras Chamber of Commerce, 
desire to offer to your Lordship our warm congratulations on 
your appointment as Viceroy and Governor General of India, 
and to express our great satisfaction at your presence in this 

city. 
From your Lordship's general experience as II Statesman 

as well as one of the Ministers of the CroWD, and from the 
prudence and fir!llDeSS which distinguished your discharge of 
the .duties of Chief Secretary for Ireland during a period of 
peculiar dilficulty, we feel confident your Lordship brings to 
the discharge of the dnties of your new and important office 
qualifications which will ensure the continueance of the good 
government of this great Empire. 

While we regret your Lordship's brief stay among us, 
we doubt not, sltort as it is, your intercourse with our excellent 
Governor, and the leading officials will enable you better to 
,appreciate and. comprehend the measures and suggestions here
after brought under your consideration relating to the wel
fare of this Presidency, 

Your Lordship will, we feel assured, promote and sanc
tion all measures calculated to increase the happiness of the 
numerous races under your Government, and the Genera) 
prosperity of the country. We anticipate your Lordship's sup
port to the extension of Railways, and opening up of the 
country generally by improved and increased means of com
Dlunication, the extention of Irrigation works and of the Te
legraph, as well as other works of public utility in this country. 
These objects cannot yet be left, as they may be in nationa 
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more advanced to private enterprise, but need the encouragement 
and substantial aid of Government. And here we would res
pectfully venture to urge upon your Lordship's attention the 
enlightened views expressed recently by the Marquis of Salis
bury, a Statesman whose interest in and knowledge of the 
wants of India is well known to you. He remarked" that 
Government should not be deterred from the construction of 
new lines of Railway by the mere fact that the proposed works 
did not promise to be immediately reproductive ; but should 
be influenced by the feeling that such works scatter wealth 
along their path, and by stimulating commerce, by opening out 
the resources of the country, by bringing out new ideas to 
increase the diligence and thrift of the natives of the country, 
open out to the Govarnment new sources of·revenue;make the 
people a more tax-paying people than they were before, and 
80, through the hands of the tax-gatherers, if not on the sur
face of the Railway account, the Government will be reim
bursed for the advances it has made.:' We shall rejoice if 
your Lordship participate in the opinions thus expressed. 

Your Lordship will not fail to notice the inhospitality of 
cur Coast, and the entire absence in Madras of au natural ad
vantages as a Port. The adoption of some means to afford 
protection to shipping and facilities to our external commerce, 
is now under official investigation; and your favourable con
aBeration will, we feel assured, be given to any well digested 
plan that may hereafter be submitted to you by the Local 
Government having these, to us important objects in view. 

Engaged as we are in mercantile pursuits, we are espe
cially interested in the freedom of trade from undue burdens 
and restraints. 'we therefore, took occasion, before the passing 
of the Imperial Liqense Tax, to represent to the Secretary of 
State for India our sense of its objectionable nature and ap
plication, inasmuch as it is an exceptional burden on industry, 
while wealthy portions of the community not engaied in trade 
or professions, are exempt from its operation. Weare pri-
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pared cheerfully to bear our fair share of any taxation neces
sary to place tbe finances of the country on a sound footing j 

but, without entering now more at length into our objections, 
to tbe Tax, we trust on a couvenieut occasion it may be re
considered, and if its retension be" still deemed necessary, that 
it will be levied in a manner more commending itself to tbe 
feelings of fairness of those brought under its operation: 
We doubt not that in dealing with these and all other questions 
affecting the trading and industrious classes, your Lordship 
will be animated by tbe enlightened spirit which bas distin
guished modern legislation. 

In conclusion we heartily wish your Lordship the enjoy
ment of health for the performance of the duties of your hig. 
Office. 

Sigued on ~ehalf of the Chamber of Commerce, 

MADRAS,} A. J. BYARD, 
4th Januar!l1869 Clwi1'm(:7I. 

Lord Mayo received the deputation very cordially, 
·~--and.regretted that he could not accept the adC:ress in 

the manner they desired, as he felt bound to abstain 
from receiving an~ addresses until he assumed office. 
He was glad however of the opportunity of conferring 
with the representatives of the Mercantile interests 
of Madras. The Chamber had made special reference 
to the extension of Railway aud" Irrigation Works in 
India, aud on these points he cordially concurred 
~ith his late colleague Lord Cranbourne. The present, 
he was satisfied, was a suitable time for the Govern
ment of India to urge on the Home Government, the 
prosecution of additional means of communication in 
this country. public opinion being greatly in f:lVor of 
such schemes being undertaken in a liberal spirit. 
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The construction of the :Madras Railway seemed to his.· . 
Lordship very substantial, arid he discussed the relativJ' 
advantages f the broad and narroW' guage,the expe· 
diency of cons .... ucting light railways in a permanent 
and economical manner, and the necessity for extending 
the Bangalore line of Railway to Mysore and Coorg. 

In regard to the breakwater and harbour projects 
his Lordship thought that the Government of India 
could not do better- than refer the plans approved, or 
thought well of, by the Committee appointed to inquire 
into the snbject, to Engineers at home, adding that he 
thought they onght to be submitted to Mr. Hawkshaw 
and :Mr. Bateman, the two most eminent and experien
aced Er.gineers now living, in all matters connected 
with l\Iarine works. 

His Lordship also made some inquiry in regard to 
the state and prospects of the Cotton trade in thisPresi
dency, and, in reference to the Cotton Frauds Act said 
that it was his opinion that as a general rule, trade could 
be safely left to protect itself without the interfere'nce 
of Government. 

Mr. Perkes then submitted plans of his harbour 
scheme, the features of which he explained, regarding 
which Lord Mayo asked several' questions-and the 
deputation afterwards withdrew. 

LORD MAYO AND THE CALCUTTA CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE. 

ON the 20th January 1869 a deputation, consisting of 
about seyenty gentlemen, Members of the Chamber of Com-
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P"nerce, waited upon His Excellency the Viceroy at Govern_ 
sa!J.ent House, to present an address of congratulation on His 

Excellency's appointment to the office of Viceroy and Govern
General of India. Ris Lordship was attended by Captam Lock. 
wood and two other members of the staff. Mr. Rome, the Presi
dent of the Chamber, was introduced to His Excellency, and 
then proceeded to read the address which was a lengthy one, 
and almost realised Dr. WattB' description of the truth which, 
" touched and glanced on every land." 
The following is a copy of the address:-

To His Excellency the Right Hon'ble the EAIlL 01' MAYO, K. P., 
VICEROY AND GOVERNOR-GENERAL OJ!' INDIA. 

My LORD, -We, the President, Vice-President, and Members 
of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, desire to offer your . 
Excellency our cordial congratulations on your Lordship'S 
accession to th"e high office which Her Majesty has been pleased 
to place in your hands, and our hearty welcome on your Excel
lency's arrival in the Capital of British India. 

In the selection of your Excellency as a successor to the 
series of the illustrious statesmen who have administered the 
Government of this Empire, we recognise the wisdom of Her 
Majesty. We also share the common satisfaction with which 
your Excellency's appointment as Viceroy and Governor-General 
of India has been received by all classes in this country, 
and that the' substantial services rendered by your Lordship 
to Her Majesty's Government at Home have been appropriately 
acknowledged by the choice of your Excellency as the re
presentative of the Queen ir Her Majesty's Eastern dominions. 

We rejoice that your Lordship'S career in India commences 
at a time ·when tranquillity reigns throughout the land, and 
earnestly trust that that State may continue undisturbed; but 
we are confident that, if circumstances arise to endanger the 
peace of the country, your Excellency will apply the resources 
of the Government with an irresistible power, and uphold the 
authoritY and supremacy of the Crown. 
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It is equally a matter of gratification that your Excellency , 
assumes the Governmellt of India at a period when it is believecf, , 
that the finances of the State are jn a condition which .~.j, . 
enable your Excellency to conduct the public serVice with all 
needful efficiencY', and to prolDote wQrks pf natiollal necessitv. 
utility, an4 improvemeut.· . 

It hIlS been the frequent duty of those Who llOW nave the 
honor of adth-essing . your Excellency to communicate with 
the Government of India upon varioUl! questions affecting the 
interests of the port of Calcutta, in which the mercantile 
community are specially concerned, and on matters touching 
the prosperity of the commerce of India generally; and they 
doubt not that in any representations which the Chamber of 
Commerce may hereafter submit for the consideration Qf your 
Excellency in Council, your Lordship will be pleased to give 
their suggestions such attention and weight as they may, 
appear to merit. 

Your Excellency needs not to be reminded of the position 
which the trade of this city occupies in the commercial world; 
how large a proportion of the manufactures ~f Great Britain 
is absorbed by it: and to what a material extent it reciprocates 
by the interchange of the products of an inexhaustible Boil. 

It is our earnest hope that during the Viceroyalty of you~ 
Excellency, the commerce of this port may be encouraged and 
protected by the extension of local works now in progress, and 
by the adoption of improvements calculated not only to facili
tate existing traffic, but to embrace the future wants of a rapidly 
growing trade. 

The river which flows past the city is visited by fleets of 
magnificent vessels from all parts of the world, carrying a 
trade of the value of many millions sterling, which contributes 
a large share of the imperial revenue; yet so little has been 
done by the State for the port which stands on its banks 

. that the inconveniences, experienced by those who are conce~ed 
in cOllducting its traffic, are almost incredible. 
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We may briefly state for your Excellency's information that 
n order that provision should be made for the construction 
and maintenance to ware-houses, embankments, w~arves 

quays, jetties, piers, tramways, and other works, for raisin, 
the funds n~cessary for su<;h construction and maintenance 
and for imposing tolls and rates on v:ssels and on merchandise 
a river trust was created by legislative enactment nearly three 
years ago j but the trust was so constituted that it became 
practically incperative, and caused to exist after a few montha 
of abortive endeavours to carry out the object for which ill 
was established. 

'Ve respectfully recommend this important matter to your 
Excellency j and we pray that the necessities of the port may 
share the attention given to other branches of the public 
service j and that whe·n they are submitted for the consideration 
and orders of your Excellency i!l Council, they will be regarded 
with due reference to the magnitude of the interests involved, 
and receive a prompt and practical recognition by the 
Government. 

Intimately connected with this subject, we desire to place 
before your Excellency another question which has engaged 
public attention for several years, tJiz., the construction of a 
bridge over the Hooghly. The imperfect means of maintain
ing communication with the western bank of the river, and 
of conducting into the business part of the town the traffic in 
connection with the East Indian Railway (which carries it 
hundreds of miles from the interior, but stops short at a terminal 
point on the river, hardly a mile distant from its destination) 
has long been felt as a very grievous drawback. The construc
tion of a bridge, co~necting both banks of the river, and 
bringing into co-operation the lines of Railway on both sides 
of the Hooghly, has been long declared a local necessity, and 
we believe t:hat that necessity presses so heavily and urgently 
on the public that the desired improvement ,will, ill course of 
time, be secured j but yourLordship will confer a great benm 
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on the city and commerce of Calcutta, if, when the question 
comes before your Excellency in Council, occasion be. taken 
&0 give all possible encouragement to any weU-considerell 
project, and all needful aid to bring it to an early and. Buccess
ful issue. 

-The snbject of telegraphic communication between India 
and Europe is brought under notice, with the view of praying 
your Excellency's attention to the necessity of supplementing 
a system, under which that communication is conveyed through 
territories independent of our own control, for· while that 
system alone is continned, it is hopeless to look for the removal 
of the inconveniences which attend its present working. 

A sub-marine line between Suez and Bombay, which shall be 
under the control of the British GovE\rnment, appears to be the 
most effectual method of maintaining a telegraphic service 
upon which we can rely with any confidence or satisfaction; 
this undertaking has been strongly urged upon the consideration 
of Government; and, if in your Lordship's judgment, efficiency 
of communication can be secured by no better means, your 
Excellency'S advocacy of the proposition will, we are sure, 
influence a speedy determination of Her Majesty's Government; 
in its favour. 

In view of the recent recommendation by the Director-General 
of Telegraphs for a direct sub-marine line to Rangoon, and 
the steps which are being taken for a cable from Singapore to 
the Australian Colonies, the extension of a line from Burmah 
io the Straits, which would supply the missing link between 
Australia, India, and Europe, and be an important st~p for· 
the. extension of" a line to China, will, we trust, have the 
lanction of your Excellency. 

The introduction of a gold currency throull.hout India as a 
legal tender has long engaged the thoughtful consideration • 
of Government; but the establishment of °a monetary system 
which shall embrace the concurrent application of a gold alld 

o 
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ailver coinage appears to be attended with difficulties not easily 
to be overcome. Information of considerable value has been 
gathered on this question; the desire for a gold coinage h~ 
been very generally expressed; its introduction would be 
welcomed by the public as a measure of material benefit and 
convenience to the community at large; and it remains for your 
Excellency to deal with the subject in such wise that it may 
receive the advantage of your Lordship's experience and 
judgment. 

The establishment of a weekly mail service between India 
and the United Kingdom was hailed with universal satisfaction 
as tending to promote the· general interests of both countries; 
but the imposition of a large addition to the rates of postage 
previously levied on overland correspondence was received 
with as uniyersal disfavour; and it was the duty of the 
Chamber of Commerce to present a remonstrance against the 
action of the postal authorities at home in this respect, to 
point out how unfairly a heavy burden had been placed npon 
the public of India, who were thereby immoderately taxed 
for the maintenl\nce of other services in which they had no 
direct interest, and to endeavour to obtain the removal of a 
palpable injustice to the Indian community. 

When this matter comes before your Excellency in Council, we 
are not without hope that your Lordship will confirm our view 
of all the circumstances under which we have appealed agains~ 
the inequitable enhancement of a tax which fully covered India' 
legitimate share of the cost of the service in question. 

The introduction of a uniform standard of the weights and 
measures, authoritatively recognised for nse throughout British 
India, has been and continues under discussion; and your, 
Excelleucy will doubtless appreciate the expediency of modi-

. fying a custom which tolerates a varying practioe in almost 
every villag~. 

The question is a large one, and involves the two-fold difficulty 
of dealing with the habits of the people, and of detenninin~ 
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the adoption' of either the 10ng-established usage of Engiand 
or Bome plan more iii accordance 'with the,systems obtaining 
in Europe and in America, and with which the English system 

may possibly assimilate hereafter. 
The paramount importance of those great 'pu'biic works which 

win at once enlist your Exqellency's watchful interest renders' 
II reference to them on'this occasion almost snperfluous;but'we 
nnture to submit that in the internal administration of your- , 
Lordship's Government, no undertakings will need more atteo--' 
tion for their further development and advancement than' 
irrigation and increased facilities of communication' by land" 
and by watet. 

Abundant as are the resources of the country, yielding varied 
and valuable products for the necessities of its immense popu~ 
latioD, occasions are unhappily not rare when unfayourable' 
seasons paralyse the agricultural industry of entire provinces; 
and famine, with all its attendant miseries, desolates the amicted 
districts. We are now witnessing one of those terrible visitations' 
lind the calamity forcibly directs attention to remedial measures' 
which it is the interest and duty of the State to apply. 

To avert the consequences of ,an inadequate fall, or a total 
failure of rain at ordinary seasons, we can employ nC?' other 
means than an artificial supply of water obtained by means of 
canals, reservoirs, and distributing channels, and by controllirigi 
lind regulaling the course of rivers and of smaller streams, 
Irrigation is the chief security against such a danger i Govern
ment has acknowledged its supreme urgency, has _ felt its 
pressure of necessity, and is anxious to give the country at large 
all the advantages that can flow from it: and we are satisfied 
that your Excellency will not only not permit any relaxation i~ 
completing works which are in course of construction, but wili 
v.igorously prosecute a scheme upon the extension of which life 
and property so materially depend. 

Notwithstanding the difficulties which have of necesaity 
attended the establishment of Railway' communication in thi, 
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eountry, vast progress has been made since its introduction: and 
the policy _ol the late Marquis of Dalhousie,whose wisdom and 
prescient comprehension of her political, commercial, and social 
requirements have conferred innumerable and inestimable beni
tits upon British India, has been steadily pursued by hill 
lucceSSOrB. 

To improve, extend, and accelerate the means of internal 
transit can be regarded as no subordinate duty oJ: Government: 
the progress of Railway communication is identical with the 
prosperity of the country; the convenie~ ce, comfort, and general 
amelioration of the condition of the people can be advanced, 
by no instrumentality more powerfnl in its operation, or more 
influential in its civilising effects; and we are satisfied that 
in your Excellency'S hands, it will be so directed and applied 
that an abun~ant manifestation of its results will testify your 
Lordsh$p's devotion to the highest interests of the nation_ 

A line lIence to Nagpore direct as a shorter Railway route 
to BombaYt as well all an extension of the Eastern Bengal line 
to the -foot· of the Darjeeling Range, seem to us to deserve 
priority of attention, and we respectfully recommend them to 
your Excellency's consideration. 

Your Excellency's attention will probably be directed to the 
advantages of intercommuuication, with those parts of the 
Chinese Empire which may be rendered accessible to the trade 
of Bengal, and if the agricultural and exporting districts of 
China could be conveniently reached from our North-Eastern 
Frontier, it can scarcely be doubted that 8 commercial inter
course would follow with satisfactory results. To explore the 
best land route between India and China would be an object 
not unworthy of the . attention of the Government; and ~ well 
organized eXpedition for the purpose of ascertaining that 
point would, we believe, be attended with encouraging 

liuccess. 
Your Excellency cannot receive with unconcern tidings of the 

grievoua distress prevailing in the Upper provinces and ,in some 
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districts of Bengal; the failure of corps from drought, and the 
compulsory cessation of agricultural labour, have resulted in 
excessive scarcity of food and forage, and the severest pressure 
of want among the poorer classes; we are sure your Lordship 
"'ould be touched by the sufferings of the people,- a~d adopt every, 
means for suppling their immediate necessities. The distress 
is unhappily on a scale, that the most open-handed charity of 
individuals cannot reach it ; but your Excellency: may rely on the 
commercial community of Calcutta for co-operating with otl!er 
classes of the public and with the Government towardl\ itS relief. 
We close this address by the expression of our sincere trust, that 
your Lordship may be blessed with health and strength to sustain 
the arduous duties, -the toils and anxieties inseparable from the 
Government which your Excellency has assumed: and we pray 
that the deliberations and proceedings of your Excellency, 'as 
the Chief Ruler over the many millions committed to your charge 
may be marked by the trust and appreciation of the responsibili
ties of your Excellency'S exalted position, and by sliatesmanship 
that shall command the confidence and enduring gratitude of 
the country.-

We have the ~onor to remain, 
My LORD, 

Your Excellency's most obedient serVants. 
The Members of the Calcutta Chamber of Commerce. 

The following is the reply of the Vic~roy;:
GENTLEMEN,-I accept with gratitude the address 

which has just been read; and thank YOll, most sincerely, 
for the kindly expression of welcome contained therein. 

The reception that I have met with from all classes 
,in India has been to me most 'encouraging; and I.trust 
that my public conduct will justify the hopes which 10 

many of my countrymen entertain for the success of my 
ad::ninistration. 
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I can assure you that no man entered upon the 
office of G-ovemor-General under a deeper sense of res
ponsibility, or a fuller appreciation of the magnitude of 
the interest which, by the favour of my Sovereign, haye 
been committed to rr.y care. 

Under the able rule of the distin!!'1lished man who 
. 0 

yesterday left our shores, India has enjoyed a long 
period of almost unbroken tranquility. While it will 
Lemy duty firmly to maintain in eyery part of the 
country the complete. supremacy of the Queen, I 
shall ~pare no effort to secure to the Empire the conti
nuance of the inestimable blessings of peace. 

The present state of our finances must be a source 
of gratification to all who are interested in the pros
,perity of India. I shall endeavour to promote in the 
various branches of the public service the utmost econo
my that is compatible with efficiency. 

. I shall always be prepared to give the most careful 
consideration to all proposals that may be made for the 
.development of the great commerce,of which the Oapital 
of India is the-centre; and to encourage any effort that 
'may be made fQr rendering more available for all the 
,purposes of trade, the great natu ral capabilities of this 
,noble river. 

With the assistance of the able colleagues by whom 
I am surrounded, I hope to press forward, with rapidity 
·and energy, those measures which are now in progress 
for the increase of railway communication, the com
mencement of irrigation workll on an extended scale 
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and the improvement of our telegraphic communication 
with Europe. 

The wide-spread scarcity occasioned by the long con
~inued drought has incessantly occupied the attention 
of the Government. Every means within our reach 
will be taken for the mitigation of the sufferings of the 
poorer classes; and we hope we· shall be able consider
ably to alleviate the distress which it may be impossIble -
altogether to remove. 

To the other important matters referred t"o in yo~r 
address, the care of the Government wiUbe . constantly 
directed, and I pray God that such success may attend 
our efforts that the prosperity of this mighty Empire 
. may be steadily advanced, and that the highest object 
of good Government may be ol:rtained by the daily 
increase of the happiness, comfort, and enligtenment 
of our fellow-subjects in Hindoostan. 

At the conclusion of his reply, his Lordship said :
In addition to what I have said in my formal reply, I 

. wish to say that if any gentleman present would desire 
to see me upon any of the very important matters which 
are referred to in the address, I can only say that IshaIl 
be most happy to receive a visit from any of you, and 
I think that perhaps great a:dvantage might be derived 
from .discussing some of the important matters referred 

.. to in the document, which has just been read, with a 
smnll number of gentlemen who may be deputed by the 
Chamber to communicate with me. 
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His Excellency was then introduced to a number of 
the members of the Chamber, and the deputation 
retired. 

A44resSI cf the La.ndholders' Associa.
Uon to Lord lr2':aTo. 

To 

HIS EXCELLENCY THE RIGHT HON'BLE RICHARD 

SOUTHWELL BOURKE, EARL OF MAYO, K. P. 

My LORD,-We, the Members of the Landholders' and Com
mercial Association, beg respectfully to offer to your Excellency 
our sincere congratulations on our safe arrival in Calcutta and 
the assumption of the Viceroyaly of British India. 

We entirely believe that the experience gained during your 
Excellency's administration in your late responsible office, will 
~nable you to deal successfully with all the varied requirement. 
of the Government of this great country. 

We feel confident that after the changes which have been 
made in the Laws relating to Land Tenure, commencing with 
Act X of 1859, your Excellency will see the advantages to the 
country, that will result from a final settlement of this important 
question, upon which the value of Land so much depends. 

The burden. imposed upon the transfer of . Landed Property 
in 1862, will, we are equally confident, be considered by your 
Excellency sufficiently heavy, looking at the present depressed 
position of the landed interests. 

The Members of the Association, through whose agency eo 
large an amount of British Capital is· spread over the country 
in carrying on various industries peculiarly their own, look with 
perfect assurance of receiving from your Excellency'e Govern-
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ment, all the protection that they can fairly claim, and that, at 
the same time, the interests of the native population will be so 
carefully guarded that the prosperity and contentment of all 
will be secured. 

We have the honor to remain, 
My LORD, 

Your Excellency'S obedient llnd humble-Servants, 
for eh6 :r.andholders', and Commercial Association, 

T. M. ROBINSON, President. 
H. H. SUTHERLAND, Vice-Pre.idtnt. 

CALCUTTA, 

11th January, 1869. 

To 
LORD MA YO'S REPLY. 

MR. ROBINSON .AND MEMBERS OF THE 

LANDHOLDERS' .AND COMMER
CIAL ASSOCIATION. 

GENTLEMEN,-I thank you most sincerely for the 
kind congratulations on my arrival in India, and as
Bumption of the Viceroyalty, which are contained in 
your address. 

I am fully sensible of the importance and magnitude 
of the interests you represent, and of the great advan- ,-
tages which have arisen from the establishment of the 
industrial enterprises with which you are connected. 

To all the difficult questions connected with the tenure 
and improvement of land, and the burdens affecting its 
transfer, my constant.:md earnest atte~tio~ will be 
given, 
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In India, national safety and advancement depend 
mainly on agnculturai prosperity. It will therefore be 
my duty to support any measures that wiU encourage 
the investments_ of capital in developing the resources 
of the soil-that will guarantee to the owner the com-, 
plete security of his property, and ensure at the same 
time to the laborer, just remuneration for his toil, and 
alleviate, as far as possible, the hardships that are inci
dent to his condition. 

To 

ADDRESS OF THE TRADES' ASSOCIATION. 

HIS EXCELLENCY THE RIGHT HONORABLE 
THE EARL OF MAYO, K. P., 

ETC., ETC., ETC., 
Viceroy and Govemor-GeMJ'ai of India. 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR LORDSHIP, 

WE, THE MEMBERS oUhe CALCUTTA TRADES' ASSO
CIATION, desire to join in the welcome which has greeted 
your EXCELLENCY on your arrival in INDIA, and hail with satis
faction your assumption of the high Office of VICEROY AND 
GOVERNOR-GENERAL OF INDIA. 

As the REPRESENTATIVE OF OUR BELOVED QUEEN, 
we tender to your Lordship our respectful homage, and earnestly 

-- - hllp'! that under your EXCELLENCY'S rule peace and prosperity 
will prevail throughout the Empire. 

It was permitted to none of your EXCELLENCY'S predecessors to 
pass their period of office in India in unbroken. peace, but we 
trust that a firm fomidation for the future security of this Empire 
has been laid in the liberal and enlightened policy pursued by, 
your predecessors in office, and -in a truer recognition of the 
inestimable advantages flowing from the extension of COMloiERC. 
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and the hnmanizing influences of EDUCATION. We do not doubt 
that your EXCELLENCY'S administration will be marked by such 

. a beneficial exercise of the Viceregal authority as will _ bind the 
-hearts of -the People of India, varying in race, creed, and senti
ment, more closely in affectionate devotion to the THRONE of· our 
'GRACIOUS SoVEREIGN QUEEN VICTORIA. But should there, 
unfortunately, arise'in any portion of India commotions engen
dered in misguided hoetility to the BRITISH GOVERNMENT, w. 
are satisfied that the prudence, firmness, and energy which 
characterised your ExCELLENCY's course of procedure during the 

: recent unhappy disturbances in IRELAND will in like manner be 
manifested in sustaining the honor of GREAT BRITAIN in the 
EAST . 

.The TRADES' ASSOCIATION is not a political body, but it repre
sentsa Class having a large stake in the Country; whose lot is 
cast in .it for the best part of their lives; and whose success· 
depends upon the general prosperity of the People. We there
fore are deeply concerned in the good government of the Coun
try, and take a strong and abiding interest in all measures for 
the improvement of the laws and for their more efficient 
administration. 

We gladly acknowledge the courteous recognition which the 
Claims of the Non-official Classes to take an active interest in . 
the Legislative measures of GOVERNMENT have of late years 
(and more especially by your EXCELLENCY'S immediate predeces
lor) met with, thereby cultivating and cherishing a connection 
between the GOVERNMENT and the Non-official Classes which, 
we believe, has not been without advantage to both. We wow.d 
venture to hope that the liberal consideration which has hitherto 
been shown to our representations on ]p.atters in which our 
interests are more peculiarly concerned, will be continued by 
·your Lordship. 

Assuring your Lordship of our loyalty to the State, and of our 
desire to support and aid.the GOVERNMENT of the Country, ~o 
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far a8 our p()sition in it will admit, we beg t() expre88 OUf 

humble hope that the ALMIGHTY will be at your right ha~d 
to di\'ect yom EXCELLENCY in well and rightly governing thi, 
EIIPIRB, and will give you health to discharge the duties to 
which you are called as VICEROY AND . GONERNOR-GENE, 
:RAL OF INDIA. 

To 

We have the honor to subscribe ourselves, 
Yom LORDSHIP'S most obedient and humble servants; 

On behalf of the COJUIITTEJ: and MEMBERS of the! 
TRADES' ASSOCIATION, 

JAMESG. BOWERMAN 
Maller. 

LORD MAYO'S REPLY. 

MR. BOWERMAN, AND MEMBERS OF THE 

CALCUTTA TRADES' ASSOCIATION. 
GENTLEMEN, 

I thank you most sincerely for the ex
pressions of the welcome and good-will contained in the 
address you have honored me by presenting. 

I most cordially agree in the hopes you entertain, 
. that during my administration the tranquility, which 
the able and prudent administration of my distinguished 
predecessor secured to India, may be continued . 
. It will be my duty to promote all the efforts that are 

being made for giving as rapidly as possible to our 
Indian Fellow Subjects all those blessings and advantage. 
which follow in the train of civilization,-to extend 
Education, to develope· Commerce, to increase Railway 
communication, and te press forward those works of 
Irrigation which have been sanctioned, or are now under 
~he. consideration of Government. 
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I am fortunate in being lI.as<>ciated with able arnd e:t~ 

perienced colleagues. to whom aU these gre-at ttnde~t:t
kings are dear. r therefore believe and hope that every 
day will serve to exhibit more plainly and decidedly tf). 
~ world, the blessings of British. Rule in Iridia; and. 
that the end and aim of our (}overnment is the improye~ 
ment, the welfare, and happiness of the people. 

It will always be my desire to promote the mom: 
friendly feelings between the Non-official Class and those 
who al'e employed in the service of the State; and 1 
shall always value most highly the· indepelldent supPQri 
which may be accorded to our measures by tnose wh~ 
are occupied in Agricultural, Qommercia.l, or Profes!tio-n
al pursuifs. 

I humblyptay that Providence may guide our coun
sels, so that all ORr acts may serve to strengthen in India. 
the power of o-ar ,beloved Queen; and that He~ Majesty 
may long reign; with undisputed sway as well over Her 
wide-Dominions, as in the' hearts and affectiol'lS' 6t Bet 
Indian subjccts. 

TO 

ADDRESS OF THE BRITISH INDIAN 
ASSOCIATION. 

'.fUE RIGHT HON'BLE RICHARD SOUTHWELL ,lIoumtJl!, 
EARL OF MAYO,VISCOUNT MAYO 011' MONYCROWER 

DARON NAAS OF NAAS, K. P., VICEROY AND. GOVERNOR 

GENERAL OF INDIA. 

,MY LoRD,- We the members of the British' Indian· AlI8Oci'l1.' 
tiollmeeting in this metropolis representing v81'ioUll classC$ and 

.D 
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interests of the Native Indian community, crave leave to tender 
your Lordship our respectful and cordial welco~e upon your 

• arrival in this city, and to expre88 the gratification we feel 
at your assumption of the exalted office of Viceroy and 

. Govemor-General of India. • « 
Her Majesty's Eastern Empire has been not inaptly called 

the brightest jewel in the British diadem. The vastness of the 
country, the boundless resources which it possesses, the teeming 
millions which inhabit it, the various creeds and nationalitiel 
and the multitude of interests which they represent, and their 
remarkable docility and peaceful character, which considerably 
diniinishes the difficulties of practical administration-all these 
open a sphere ofusefulne88, a . field for philanthropy, and a 
prospect of administrative success, which will, we have no doubt 
cheer the milfd of a statesman, like your Lordship, and call forth 

.the llighest energy in the interests of civilization and huma
nity. 

As Chief Secretary for Ireland your Lordship displayed a 
judgment, decision of charaoter, even-handed .justice and con
Ciliation, qualities of mind and heart, which exercised on a far 
wider theatre of action, and 'under much better conditions 
aud circumstan~es, can not fail. to lead to much more brilliant 

Jluccess •. 

Peace reigns through the lengtp and breadth of the Indian 
Empire, the cause of progress has received an impetus which 
nothing can stay, the resources of the soil are developing 
rapidly, commerce expanding, and the revepues increasing. 
Although certain tracts of the country have been suffering from 
file effects of a wide-spread Famine, for the mitigation of which 
timely and benevolent measures have already been adopted, 
'~till such is the elasticity of the resources of this land that with 

Jtbe return of bctter seasons, the restoration of the springs of 
industry may be soon looked for, and it is the fervent prayer of 
the. community we have the hOIlOr -to represent tha& the~Q 
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11'V". 

advantages may fructify the more gloriously under your _ Lord-
.Tlip's benefic~nt rule, resulting in the happiness and content
ment of the people. 

We have the honor to be, 
My LORD, 

• Your Lordship'S most obedient Servants, 

TUB MEIlBERS of TUB BRITISH INDIAN AssoCUTION. 

No. 18, British Indian AIlBociation ROOmS,} 
Haneemood!J Gully (he 28th January 1869. 

LORD MAYO'S REPLY. 

GENTLEMEN,-The kind congratulations and cordial. 
welcome, to whic.h you give expression in your address, 
are most gratifying to me and I offer you -in return my' 
most sincere thanks, . 

I am perfectly sensible of the mighty interests which 
ate entrusted to those who form the Government of this 
great country, It will ever be the object of my adminis
tration ,to secure to every class and creed of Her 
lIajesty's subjects in India the most careful consider
ation of their wants and reqUirements, and actively to, 

promote all measures which may tend to their improy~
ments and their good. 

I sincerely hope that the peaceful era through '''hich, 
under the adminIstration of my prede~ssor, India has 
passed, may long continue' and that nothing may occur 
to arrest 01' retard the industrial, social, and moral 
advancement which is progressing so rapidily in every 
part 'of the Empire. 

MAYO. 
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ltEPLY TO -THE ADDRESS OF THE KHANGA'M 
MUNICIPALITY. 

To 
THE MEMBERS OF THE KH!lWAM MUNICIPALITY. 

GEN1'LEMEN. 

Accept my best and warmest thanks for the kind 
and gratifying terms in which you have been pleased 
to address me this day. 

I can assu~e you that it gives me the sincerest gra
tification to have been permitted to take -part in the 
jnt~restiIlg ceremo~y of the' opening of this little 
naihvay-thcreby giving practicru proof of the desire 
of the GOVernmEnt of India to do everything that lie. 
iq its power for the increase and development of the 
wnon Industry of Central and Western India. 

I ngree with you thlLt it is in most cases impolitio 
to attempt to divert from its natural contres nnd ordi
JH\;'y lines the course of trade-and I believe it i. 
-wiser in consideling the construotion of Railways and 
ot.ller ;l1eans 'of communication. either to follow, wht>n
ever it is possiLlc,'the old Commercial Land.marks of die 
country, than to embllrk in the always difficult alld 
I/ometimes impossible olUect of InGving markets fr(lm 

tlll'lr IIncient sites. It is often easier to bring the Unil to 
the Mal'ket than tbe Market to the Rail. 

I !lincircly hope that the undertaking which we ha\'e 
this dny commenced will fulfil the expectations which 
have b2en furllled of it, and will confer material adv8nw 
tage not only on the town and neighbourhood of 
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Khangam but on the Agricultural Industry generally 
of the surrounding district. 

ADDRESS OF THE AJMERE MUNICIP AtITY. 

T" 
• H. E. THE RT .• HON. RICHARD ScroTHWELL BouaKB,_ 

EARL oll'MAyo. 

ViBcoun' Alayo of Alonycrower, Baron Naas #' Naal 
K. 1'. G. If. S. I. &c., &c. 

Viceroy and GOVC1"1IOT General of India. 

ItA Y IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY. 

We, the President, Vice-President and membem eI 
the Ajmere Municipal Conimittee, appear before your ExceUency 
to-day, on bei.alf of the Residents of Ajmere, to offer your Ex
eellency a sincere and hearty welcome to this the ancient Capital 
~f Rajpootana ; and at the same time to express to your Excellen
cy, as the representative of our Most gracious Queen, the Em
press of Hindoostan, ollr affecti<nl and loyalty towar<h Her 
llajesty and the Royal Family. 

It is now nearly forty years since this city WitS honored by tbe 
presence of the Governor-General of India, and it is therefora 
with feelings of peculiar interest that we hail your Excellency'li 
"jsit to Ajmere. Your Excellency comes among us While we 
are still suffering froID: the effects of tae late disll8tro1I& Famine; 
but we trust tbat in spite of this and other drawbacks, we shall 
ItUcceed in our earnest wish, which is, that your Excellency may , 
tarry away with you a favorable impression of this time-honored 
eity and of its inhabitantlt. 

With heart-felt wishes for your Excellency'S long life anel 
Ilappincss, and trusting that the remaining period of your vice
J'ega! rule in India may be as prosperous and peaceful as herC)to
,fore, we beg to Bubs~ribe ourselves. 

Your ExcellenCl/8 humble 8ervants tf well wi,ker.; 

PRESlDE~T A...~D llEMBERS OFAJllERE MUNICIPALITY. 
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LDRD MAYO'S REPL Y. . 

Mr. P"esident, Vice President, and Member, of th,· 
Ajmere Mzmicipal Commission. 

GENTLEMEN, 

I thank you' most sincerely- for your hearty and" 
dutiful address. Her Majesty will' bc gratified .. to hear 
of the expressions of' loyalty which· emanate from one
of the most remote,. but at the same time one of the most 
intel'esting portions of Her Empire. The disastrous Fa
mine which. has desolated Rajpoot:ma has been to me a 
source of" the· grea.test sorrow ~ .Although the continued. 
want of rain. in. some Distril!t~ is still deeply to be
lamented,' Lirust thab the worst is over; and that it 
may please Providenae t9 restore tit-the people of tllese
provinces the seasonllble weather which albne can give
to them the kindly fruits ofthe earth. 

I have come here to see for myself the conditions of' 
tille country to meet the Chiefs and- Princes of the
neighbouring States, and to mal,e snch arrangements 
a9 will ensnre ilie immediate commencement of the Raj:'· 

Root:ma Railway .. 

I am· persuaded that when that undertaking is com· 
pleted, the . recurrence of'such· misfortunes, as have, for 
the last two years, afflic.ted the country, will be rendered 
almost improbahle. 

I thank you· much fur your' expressions of kindness, 
Rnd wish that you may ever enjoy all health, happineslfj 
and prosperity. 
·.4,imtre 20tl& Octobtl·187.0. MAYO •. 
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ADDRESS OF THE St XAVIER'S COLLEGE 

The Ceremony of the Distribution of prizes at St, Xavier's Col
rege a well Known Roman Catholic Institution,. went off, most 
IlUccessfully, the Bon'Lla Ashley Eilim being present on the 14th_ 
and His Excellency Lord'Mayo on the concluding day, 
• 

'.clis following Address was presented, to, His Excellency Lord 
Mayo by the pupils :-

'.Iio His Excellency the Right Ifon'ble RiCHARD SOUTHWELL 
BOURKE Earl of Mayo, Viscount Mayo of Monycrower, Baron' 
Nans of Naas, K .. P. G.. M.. S. L, Viceroy and. G.ov.ernor General. 
of India. 

YOUR EXCEL'LENCY,-In acli:nowredging our heartfelt thanks to.
your Lordship for the great honour conferred on our College Ly 
your presence at this our Annual Distribution ofPtizes, we aro 
mO\'ed' by- no ordinary feeling of gratitude; Under any ci, ' 
Cllmstances, such, an act of condescension must be felt to be tha. 
liighest encouragement, not only to the five hundred students 011 

the rolls of St. Xavier's College; but to their friends and 
families in this city, and'in many other parts of the noble Empire 
which owes to your Excellency that loyalty with which the British. 
name is so inseparabl;y associirtedi, 

Loyalty, your, Excellenc)~, is no.more remn of gr~titude for: 
f.av.ors receh'ed, but. it is the most manly, most graceful and 
the pleasantest expression of obedience to· lawful' authority", 
Though it is our bounden duty, as British Indian subjects, to be 
lo.yal, without reckoning the favours we receive from, our 
Ruler's hand' and'though [n expressing our loyalty we only giv~ 
what we are bound to give, we hail with delight the additional' 
claim of gratitude under wEich your'Exeellency lays us by your 
presence herc this evening. , 

There were many among, us who were present in this very hali' 
when your Excellency'S predecessol', LORD LAWRENCE, in reply 
ro our address on, a. simUar occasion,' expressed hi,s agreeaLle 
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,sTlrprise at the manifestation of feelings, r:ire as he remarked, ill 
these days of discontent and criticism. There were, we believa 
and hope, bnt few :who were not touched by an avowal, thM 
frankly made, of our illustrious guest's faith in the sincerity of 
hIlI sentiments and of the pleasure which they gave him. We 
fervently hope that our present address will be believed by yout· 
Excellency to speak our mind, when we say, that an act of con
d~scension, valuable under any circumst:mces-, is more than ever 
f>riz~d by us, when the adminstration of this vast E:npire, at all 
times a harassing and absurbing duty, but rendeled more than 
usually so by the pt"esent aspect of affairs in Europe, might 
easily dispense your Excellency from extending to your youthful 
subjects a token of interest which you take in the great cause of 
education 8tld of your benevolence towards w. 

I n spite of the great endeavours which we make to render 
'lur Annual Dis!riliution o-f Prizes- as' rrttrnctive as ,,-e can, it 
'lVoultl be folly to suppose that your Excellency comes here ill 
Iillest of recre!ltien. Without prejudice, then, 10 Ollr humble 
efforts, we must f:lin a-cknowledge th:rt not to these Rre Wit 

indebted for the pt'esence oc the Viceroy of British India, but 
your Excellent"J"s zeal for the welfare of edueation and to yOm" 
disinterested benevolence for your Catholic 8llbjects, whose 
<ldelity and obedience we pray may never be wanting to your 
Excellency. That it never slurU be wlmting on our part is the 
AlISurnnce which I have the honour' t~ make to our noble guest 
and Ruler in the nmne of 

'rUII PUPILS OF S'l XAVIER'S COLLEGK 

To the abo-ve Lo-RD MAYO made the following grati
fying reply :-- . 

Very Hevd •. Sir, Pr&fess&rs, Students, and Pupils or 
Saint Xavier's College. 

& 

It gives me the greatest satisf.'lction to be present 
. Lere to-day, aDd to. wit~esil tlle \)enetitll j;hat lla've beeJll 
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conft:rred upon so large a. l1umuer of young men and- '. 
boys, by the disinterested efforts. ()f the Reverend 
~pntIemen.",ho are in clmrge of this admimble institu
tion'. It is most gl":J.tirdng to ~ee that while· the ·ben<'ntff 
of elementary educatioll are given to such a large 
number as 467 chil<h·en. there is an evident desire ,on' 
the part of some to continue their studies, to take: ad..; 
vantage of the great boon offered, and toad-vance to, 
the'higher paths oCknowledge •. 

; I rejoice to toee by your Report that a student Oftllis 
'College, has in the present year acquired -the great 
distinction of winning 'the Gold medal of the. University 
d£· Calcutta. ' 

. . 

This is a signal proof of the excellence and lligli 
character of the instruction given, 'nnd I trust .. that 
AIr. Elias Younan's succes~ will prove a powerful fnce~
th'e to the m:lny whom I see around me, to follow Iiis 
steps and elldelwour to earn so great a distinction., 

1 thank you sincerely for the sentiments of loyalty, 
~);p1"essed in yOU1" ~ddrcss; I know they are ,b1lt a "1"e .. 

flex of the principles inculcated witIlin these \Valls~ 

Happily fur "us obedience to the La,w, .suLmissioll to 
Ruthoritl and Loyalty to the Queen are associated 
with the utmost freedom of action and of thought, ana 
that ill yielJing a cordial, hearty, and loya.l adherence 

to British powel' in the East, you avow YOlll'sclYE's,to,he 
ihe "willing subjects of-a 8ove~'eign, who secures to all 
her subjects the full enjoyment of Civil and UcliO'ioUl 

o 
UlJcrty in Hs l1~st anel widest sense. 
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T~?ugh I came here to-day to assist in the distribu
tion of your Priies, quite as much from a sense of duty, 
as from an anticipation of pleasure~ I may unaffectedly 
lay that the dramatic performance which we have just 
witnessed has afforded to me, 1 am sure I may say te 
all, most excellent amusement. I can only hope that 
the young gentlemen to whom we are so much indebted 
for this agreeahle afternoon may perform their parts 
in the great drama of life, upon which they are now 
entering with as much success as they have played this 
evening upon the mimic stage. 

I have now only to wish both to the Teachers and 
the Pupils of Sf. Xavier's College every prosperity and 
success, and I fee] sure everyone who desires the ad
vancement of sOlmd Education and the progress of 
true knowledge must heartily desire the welfare of an 
Institution, whose governors have realized the object 
described in their Prospectus, who have given to its 
children a full course of liberal education and who are 
ever laboring to train up their yOllDg hearts to virtue 
and to adorn their minds with every useful and becom

ing branch of knowledge, 
His Excellimcy, .bestowed special prizes on two of the pupils, 

J OIeph Hamilton and Berchmans Roston, for good conduct. 

ADDRESS OF THE lIAHO:llEDAN LITERARY SOCIETY. 

At. 4 P.X. on Monday the 15th February 1869, a Deputation 
of the Members of the Calcutta Mahomedan Literary Society 
waited on His Excellency, Tile Viceroy at ilie Government 
Hou., consisting of the following gentlemen. 
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1I0ulvie Abbas Ali Khan Vice Pruitknt; Moulvie A6d'O:::'
Lutteef Khan Bahadoor Honorary Secretary, Moulvie ,Kadim 
Hossain, MOlllvie Mohamed Abdool Rowoof, ~ukeem Syud 
Ahmud Mir;a, Moulvie Abdool aukeem, Doctor Meer Ashruff 
Ally; Members of the Committee of management; prince 
ilohamed Shah Allum, Prince Mohamed Hoormuz, Shah, Prince ' 
Mohamed Walagohur Shah, Priqce Mohamed Azeemooddeen, 
Nawab Ahmud Ally :J:rhan Members of the MY80re Family, 
Nawab Syud Ahmud RUliza Khan, of the Chitpore Family; 
Nawab Mohamed Ali Shah of Sirdhana: Hajee Mirza Abdo(li 
Kurreem Sheerazee; Hajee Mohamed Jaffer Isfihflnee ; Syud 
Moortuza Bihbihanee; Shaikh Ibrahim; Hukeem Mirza Ally 
Khan; N awab Medhy Kooly Khan; N awab Syud Ahmud Kooly 
Khan ; Captain Hedayut Ally Khan Bahadoor. ,Aga Mohamed 
Hossain Shrazee ; Moulvie Mohamed Allum; intizamoodoolllh j 
J.loulvie Syud Abdool Hussain; Moulvie Syud Aulli Ahmua ; 
Assud Ally Khan; Moulvie Nawab Jan; Moonshee Moh~nied 
Murdan Alli Khan; Khajah Wujeed Jan, Moulvie Zoolfukur, 
Ally; Moulvie Syud Busharut Ally; Meer Mohamed Ismael ; 
Moulvie Kulleemon Ruhman jMeer .Ufzul Hossain'. 

On His E~cel1ency ~ord Mayo comillg to the hall, where they 
were 'lssemhlcd, Moulvie. Abdool Lutteef introduced to Hi~ 
Excellency the Vice President and members of the committee 
of management, and other noblemen and gentlemen that were: 
present. He then read the following address, and in dqing 80 

made the following remarks. 

I regret much to inform your Excelleny that the President; 
of our Society Kazee Abdool Baree, is exceedingly indisposed, 
and therefore unable to do himself the honor of waiting on 
your Excellency on this occasion and he has desired me to 
inform your Excelle,ncy of the great regret he feels for it. He 
and other members of the Committee and Society have 

_ requested me to relld the address and I do so with YOu.c 
}:xceUency's permissi<1ll. 
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'TI:UI RI.GIlT HON'BLX RICHARD SOUTHWELL BOURKB 

EARL 011' MAYO VISCOUNT 01\' MONYCRoWEn:. BAROl! 

N,AAS 011' Nus, K. P. G. M. S. I. VlCKBOY AIID 

GOVERNoR-GENEnAL OF INDIA. • 
M.H rr PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY. 

On behalf of the Mohamedan :Literary Hooiety of 

Calcutta, we beg to approach yoo.r Excelleny to say a few word. 
gf welcome t& their sberes and to solicit from your Excellency 
,a coutillnnnce Ilf the countenance and favor which yonr 
£xcelJency's Predecessor extended to the Society, thereby 
increasing its sphere of influence and usefulness. 

As may perhaps be already known te Your Excellency, 1he , 
Society which we ha.ve the honor Oil this occasion to represent, 
iii compose<l of l'dohamedan Noblemen and Gentlemen of 
various ranks and professions from many of tbe ProvinCeS 
of Iudia British and Native j for though having its Head 
Quarters in Calcutta, the Society has succeeded in enlistin g 
f~ acth'e co-operation in its objects, the leading members of 
Mohamedan Society throughout BengalJ nnd the Northwest 
Provinces and even of the Punjnub, Oudh, Rajpootaua a:1<1 
the Deccan. And they have combined together for the 
purpose of promoting to the best of. their ability, the 'growth 
o~ ,an inclination on the part of the rising generation of 
ltlohamedans to share in the benefits of e.Iucation and the 
means of general pl'ogress so freely hcld out by the British 
Goyernment to all classes ill the Empire. This the Society 
lUIS undertaken to do by means of Lectures in Arabic, Persian 
and Oerdoo, delivered at monthly meetings on subjects connected 
witu. Westera Literature and Science or on select porti{)ns of, 
A.rabic and Persian Literature j selections from which Lectures 
Ill''' afterwnrds printed and circulated thr.oughout the Country. 
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The Society has also had the . advantage' of Lecturea . in 

Eroglish delivered by Euglish gentlemen of le~nin~ an<\ 
ability, wJiich have been interpre.ted. to the audlence In t4~ 
Vernacular,and Bome of which have been illustrated by 
experiments. .LastlY, the Society holds an annual Convers.~ 
&Zione .in the Town Hall, at which members and freind" 
Jiave the opportunity of meeting European gentleman in 
friendly, rational intercourse, and of having their interest 
excited and attention directed to some of the most imporoi 
tant physical Sciences of the West. 

A consciousness of material progress and prosperity 
under the protection of the British Power is no doubt an 
essential element in the feeling of loyalty by which that Power is 
regarded by all its Indian Subjects: butthe Society belil}ves that 
education is the most essential agency by wh~ch that conscious
ness can be induced, and the Society strictly confines itself to 
the aid of educational efforts among the community for which 
it exists. As it thus endeavours as far as lies within its means 
to help the educational policy of the Government, we respect
fully request that your Excellency will vouchsafe to it a con
tinuance of the encouragement which has hitherto been bestowed 
upon it by your Predecessor. . 

His Excellency then made the follqwing reply =---: 
MR: VICE-PRESlDENT, NOBLEMEN, AND GENTLEMEN. 

I thank you most sincerely for the words: of weI.; 
come to the shores of India. contained in your Ad
dress. 

Theobjects for which your Society has been formed 
must always command the sympathy and support of 
every man who really desires the . extension of educa
tion throughout the Queen's dominions in India. 

Though it is the duty of Government to assist and 
encourage, by every means in its power, the progress 
of knowledge. yet it is to the independent efforts of the 
Natives of India themselves. that we must mainly l~ok . 

. for the most important results. . 
An organization, such as YOUl'S, commanding such 
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·Tn RIG liT HON'BLII: RICHARD SOUTIIWELL DOeRR!! 

EARL OF MAYO YISCOUNT oJ!' MONYCROWER. BABolt 

Nus OF :Nus, K. P. G. M. S. I. YICUOY A)lD 

GOVERNOR-GENEII.u. OF INDIA. 

)I.u rr PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY. 

• 

On behalf of the MohMIledan Literary &eiety of 
Calcutta, we beg to approach yoor Excelleny to say a few word. 
Clf welcome to their shores and to solicit from your Excellem.'y 
a coutillllllnce of the countenance and favor which YOllr 
J~xcelJency'9 Predecessor extended to the Society, thcn:by 
increasing its I!phere of influence and usefuluess. 

·As may perhaps be nlready known to Your Excelleucy, the 
Society which we ha.ve the honor 011 thia occasion to represent, 
id composoti of Mohamedan Noblemen and Gentlemen or 
various ranks and professiolls from many of the Provinc?! 
of Itldia British and Native; for though ha\"ing its He.ld 
Quarters in Calcutta, the Society has succeeded in enlisting 
h acth'e co-operation in its objects, the leading members of 
Mohamedan Society throughout Bengalj and the Northwest 
Provinces and even of the Punjaub, Oudh, Rajpootana a:ld 
tllE~ Deccan. And they have comllineJ together for th~ 

purpose of promoting to the best of. their ability, tllegrowth 
o~ .an inclination on the part of the rising generation of 
Mohamedans to sllnrs in the benefits of education imd thlt 
means of general progress so freely hcld out by the British 
G.wernmimt to all c 111 SSCS ill the Empire. This the Socit'ty 
has undertnken to do by menns of Lectures in Arnbic, Persian 
and OOl'tioo, delivered at monthly meetings on subjects connected 
witb 'Yestern Literature lind Science or on select portions of 
Arabic and Persian Literature; selections from which Lectures 
nr" afterwards printed nnd circulated throughout the COUlltry. 
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The Society has also had the o· advantage· of Lecturea in 
ELglish delivered by Euglish gentlemen of l~g. an<\ 
ability, which have been interpreted. to the audIence m th,e 
Vernacular,and some of which have been illustrated by 
experiments. .LastlY, the SoCiety holds an aIinual Con~el'!l~ 
&Zione .in the Town Hall, at which members and frem~. 
JIave the opportunity of meeting . European gentleman m 
friendly, rational intercourse, and of having their ~tere8t 
excited and attention directed to some of the most lmpor-:: 
tant physical Sciences of the WeSt. 

A consciousness of material progress and prosperity 
under the protection of the British Power is no doubt an 
essential element in the feeling of loyalty by which that Poweris: 
regarded by all its Indian Subjects: but the Society beliE}ves that 
education is the most essential agency by whi.ch that cOllllCious· 
ness can be induced, and the Society strictly confines itself to 
the aid of educational efforts among the community for which 
it exists. As it thus endeavours as far as lies within its means 
to help the educational policy of the Government, we respect.. 
fl111y request that your Excellency will vouchsafe to it a CGn' 

tinuance of the encouragement which has hitherto been bestowed 
upon it by your Predecessor. . 

His Excellency then made the foll()wing reply :
MR: VlCE-PRES:IDENT, NOBLEMEN, AND GE!oo-';LEMEN. 

I thank you most sincerely for the words: of weI~ 
come to the shores of India contaii:J.ed in. your Ad-
dress. . 

Theobjects for which your Society has been formed 
must always command the sympathy and support of 
every man who really desires the extension of educa~ 
tion throughout the Queen's dominions in India. 

Though it is the duty of Government to assist and 
encourage, by every means in its power, the progress 
of knowledge, yet it is to the independent efforts of the 
Natives of India themselves that we must mainly l~ok 

. for the most important results. 
An organization, such as yours,com.manding such 
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wide ramifications, and spreading over a: 18J'ge portion 
of the country'. must have the effect of developing 
among thousands of your countrymen a desire not 
oIlly for the study of Oriental Classics, but for a full 
acquaintance with the Literature of the west. 

Most cs:>rdialiy, therefore, do I wish that your 
efforts may be crowned with success, and it will a1way~ 
be my duty to offer to you any encouragement or 
assistance which it is in my power tCl afford. 

ADDRESS TO LORD MAYO, BY THE MERCANTILE 

COMM.UNITY OF RANGOON. 

The fol!owing address was presented to H. E. 
Lord Mayo at Rangoon a few days before his assasin
tion:-

May it please your Excellency,-We the undersigned 
members of the mercantile community of Rangoon, beg to 
express our deep gratification at the visit of your Excellency 
to this important province, which will doubtless ever find 
a place in the 'history of British Burmah. At the same time 
we gladly avail ourselves of your Excellency's gracious per
mission to briefly recapitulate those measures which, we 
believe, would more imJj:lediately promote the commercial 
prosperity and moral and material well-being of this quarter 
of Her Majesty's dominions. 

2, We have .already submitted our humble memorial to 
your Excellency's Government, praying for the adoption of a 
Government standard measure for rice in British Burmah . 
.The variations in the cubic capacity of the basket now in 
use are almost endless. Whilst the increase in the cultivation 
and exportation of rice has been most marvellous under 

. British rule, the competition is no longer one of price, but 
one of I):lisrepresentation and fraud as regards the basket. 
Th boatmen axo induced by the native brokel1l to sell 
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their carg~e of' rice to some particular firm, on ,the 
understanding th!ft a small .basket would be used as the 
measure, but,subsequently they often find that t)1ey have 
been deluded, and that they must either, submit to 'a loss 
by using a larger basket or' prqceed to another broker 
and go through another round of trickery, which your 
memorialists are unable'to check. 'This ,evil haS been 
largely increased of late years, consequent on the 'mag
nitude of the trade; but it would be entirely removed, by 
the introduction of a government basket as a standard 
measure, which should be compulsory upon all' 'concerned 
in the trade inunhusked rice throughout British Burmah. 

3, We would next .respectfully invite -your Excellency'l!I 
attention to the subject of coolie immigration from India. 
or elsewhere. Whilst the population is overflowing in many 
parts, of India, Burmah has waste lands in abundance,and 
is in crying want of labour; but the immigration from. 
India is carried on by native maistries and others, 'with· 
out any control from British authorities, and under 'a. 
system which, as far as women are concerned, bears but 
too often a resemblance to slavery. Meantime the supply 
of coolies is utterly insufficient to meet the wants of.' the 
province. We would, accordingly urge the' extension to 
Burmah of the contract Law which prevails in Cachal', 
Sylhet, and Assam, under which coolie emigrants are sufli.ci
entlyprotected,whilst empl{)yers of labour are secured from lossr. 

4. The attention of your Excellency's Government has of tea' 
been drawn to the exceptiona.l export duty on rice, which amounts 
to about 14 per cent. on the value of the unhusked grain. 'we 
do not press for its, repeal, but we would respectfully express the 
hope that on this accoUnt a larger grant may be made from the 
imperia.l treasury for the improvement of this province, especia.lly. 
as regards embankments, roads, and canals. ' 

5. We next venture to remind your Excellency that the large' 
mercantile comm unity of British Burmah are suffering from the 
want of a Bankrup toy Law, which would prote,,-t; them from fraudu" 
len~ debtors, We sh ould prefer the extension of .the Bankruptcy' 
Act recently passed in England; but should this be deemed in. 
expedient by your Exoellency's Government, we should pray that 
the Act now under consideration for Britillh India may be 'extended 
to British Burmah. 
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-6. We beg to express our humble hope tha.t your ~ Excellency'" 
visit to Burmah may be speedily followed by the construction of 
a railway to Prome, as this measure will tend, perhaps more than 
any other, to extend the cultivation of waste lands and encourage 
further immigration into this sparsely-peopled territory. 

7. Finally, we would submit for your Excellency's consider&
tion that under e:dsting arrangements- both the local administral 

tion and the ~g community of Rangoon are completely cut 
olF from all telegraphic communication with the shipping in the 
bay, whilst the important port of Bassein is shut out from all tele
graphic communication whatever. We should respectfully suggest 
that the most economic way of removing that evil -would be to extend 
the wire from Henzadah through Bassein to Pagoda Point oppo
lite Diamond Island -and near Cape Negrais, where, if the commu· 
nication were established, the shipping in the Bay of Bengal would 
undoubtedly make it a general part of call for orders._ 

8. Having thus brought our local wants to the attention of 
your Excellency, we be~ also to expre 1!8 our admiration of your 
Excellency's wise administration, not only as it aft'ects this p~ 
,mce, but the 'Whole of our Indian Empire. The pesce an d tran· 
qUillity which generallv prevails throughout Her Majesty's East,. 
ern Dominions and the States beyond the Frontier -are mainly due 
to the firm and liberal policy which h8S hitherto characterised your 
Excellency's rule. The financial crisis which hat} grown somewhat 
iIlarming when your Excellency assumed the Viceroyalty h8S now 

iVe believe, p""qed away ; whilst, as aft'ects ourselves, we are grate-, 
luI to know that the afFairs of this province have received -a large 
attent ion from your Excellency'S Government, as is evinced by 
measures to whiCh we need not more particularly revert on the present 
occasion. _ 

9. In conclusion, we take this opportunity to congratulate your 
he ellency upon being the first Viceroy of India who h8S favoured 
Burmah with a visit, and the first Governor-General who has landed 
.in Burmah sincethe visit of the great Marquis of Dalhousie; and 
we would also express our fervent conviction that this auspicious 

_ ."ent wil pr ove of the utmost benefit to -the loyal population of 
this province. and our equally fervent prayer that every bl~ 
may attend the future lives of the Countess of Mayo and your Ex~l
lency, and those of the distinguished guests who have accompamed 
your Excellency on your voyage to these distant shores.-We re
main with the greatest reapect, your Excellency'S most obedien1i 
and humbl(Servants. 
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LJRD M1TO then addressed the deputation as .follows 
Gentlemen- In thanking you most sincerely for the kindly terms 
in which you have addressed me, 1 beg to express to you my 
gratitude for the generous and warm reception. I have met with 
here. -It is most gratifying to witness how firmly British enter
prise and industry are implanted in this land, arid considering 
that so !!hort a time ha~ elapsed since Burmah- has been 
annexed to our empire, it is wonderful to see how much has 
been done. A great future is in store for this country, when 
we recollect that out of 93,000 square miles only 3,000 are at 
present under cultivation. We can conceive what this great 
province will be when the effects of Western intelligence and 
enterprise are thoroughly developed tnroughout its wide limits. 
An answer has already been forwarded to yo~ memorial of the. 
14th September last, regarding the standard measures to be 
employed in the buying and selling of rice. The memorial 
would have been replied to sooner, had it not been that the 
measure, which is .now Act XXXI. of 1871 was being 
passed by the Legislative Council. you will find by . that 
letter that the Government were prepared· to meet the wishe!! 
of the memorialists to the utmost extent that the law' permits. 

The smallness of the population is one of the greatest 
difficulties under which the province now suffers. I shall 

• at once consider with my colleagues whether it may not -be 
• posisible by some such measure asyou describe to stimulate 

immigration from the more populous portions of the empire, 
and even from foreign parts; J>ut -as you are aware eiperience 
has shown that the proper regulation of coolie emigration is one 
of the most difficult questions that can epgagethe attention of 
an Indian Government. 

The construction of a railway to Prome has been for some 
\ime' under the consideratien of the . Government. The in
formation is now complete, but I have delayed coming to ~ny 
final conclusion until after my visit to Burmah is concluded, 
and 1 have had an opportunity of hearing all that can be said 
upon the subject. I can only say that the matter has been the 
subject of most careful enquiry, and that shortly after my 
return to Calcutta, I shall be able to declaa-e the decision of the 
GOYel'llIllent on the subject. 
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I have no doubt tha~ the mer~ntile commnnity of British 
Bllrmah are, in common" with several other communities in 
differ('nt parts of the empire, Buffering from the want of a 
good B:mkruptcy La.w, bnt great' difficulties are experienced 
in coming to any practical conclusion on the subject, arising 
principa.lly from the difficulty of framing a measure which 
will equally be applicable to the larger towns and to theo 
widely difftlrent state of things that are found in the rural 
districts. 

The Gevernment of lndia has done more for the establish
m3nt of good telegraphic communication than any Govern
ment in the world. Any well-devised plan for improving the 
telegraphic system in this province will be thankfully re
ceived, but I must remind you that we have arrived at that 
stage of telegraphic communication in India that it will be 
difficult to sanction any very b.rge additions to our system 
unless there is a reasonable prospect of their becoming fairly 
remunerative. 

The export:duty on grain is doubtless an impost which 
every Government would be desirous of removing. It would 
be mauifestly improper for me immediately before the pro
duction of the Annual Budget, to enter into the discussion 
of a matter so nearly connected with the general finance of 
the empire Il.9 this is. All I can say is, that the subject is 
constantly in our minds, though I cannot believe, that the 
financial position of the country or the claims that are press
ed for" relief in other dh'ections will enable us at present to 
prop03e the repeal of the rice-duties. I am happy to say 
that, under the influence: of the measures that have been 
bken for the last three years, the finances of the country are 
daily becoming more and more sound, and I canno~ but hope 
that' when my hon'ble colleague, .the Financial Member, pre
sents in a few weeks his Annual Statement, he will be able 
to describe a fiscal position of increasing prosperity and unmis
takable security. 

I join most heartily in your wishes that under the good 
guidance of Providence this great province will rapidly but 
steadily advance, and that the firm establishment of British 
rule and the development of British enterprise may prove 
a lasting and unmixed blessing to the Burmese people. 
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For myself and Lady Mayo- I may say that our visit -to' 
Burmah will alway" form_one; of, the happiest recollections 
of our Indian career, and we shall never _ forget the. warm- -
hearted kindness, welcomeoand' hospitality, which have been 
so lavishly displayed towards us . by every class in the pro
vince • 

• 
LAST SrEECH OF LORD MAYO AT THEDURBAR 

IN RANGOON. 

Officials and Gentlemen of British Burmah,-It gives me 
sincere gratification to meet you here today. I thank you 
not only for coming, bat for the splendid and hearty recep
tion you gave me. OIl my arrival. This is t4e first time since 
India has become an integral part of the British. Empire 
that a Viceroy has visited British Burmah, In doing -honor 
to me you do honor to our Gracious Sovereign, who has sent 
me to represent Her Majesty and British Rule in this land. 
Let no man tell you ihat any change is likely to occur. Arra
can, regu, and Tenasserim are British,- and British they will 
remain for many generations of men; but we rule you only 
for your good-we govern in order that you _ should -live in. 
peace, prosperity, and happiness--:-that yo~ should be free to 
come and go-that whatever you possess' should be secure
that all your rights should be preservea and your national 
customs and habits respected. In the Chief Commissioller 
and the officers under his control, you have men who will 
attend to your wants-who will administer strict justice, and 
endeavour in every way to increase the prosperity of all. In 
such duty they will always receive the warm support of the 
Viceroy and the Government of India. Whatever petitions 
you have presented will be carefully considered, and all re •. 
'presentations that are made by you will be inquired into. 

BRAMHO MARRIAGE BILL .. 

The Bill, as it now framed, explained, and dis
cussed by the powarful arguments of my honble 
hi end, is necessary to reli~ve a portion of our felIow~ 
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, subjects frQQl a distinct disability-I may say peMl ... 
,ty-underwhich they labour. ·It is in thorough 
harmony. with the- fundamental principles under 
which this Government has been carried on, namely;_ 
co~plete and·' entire' liberty and tolerance in respect 
of every religious sect in this Empire; and 1 cannot 
conceive that anyone can have any valid objectiollc. 
to this Bill. On the part of Government I must say 
that we are determined to carry out this principle 
in this matter. and that we intend to relieve this 
or any other sect of our fellow-subject from the 
manifest disability under which .they labour. Other 
religious sects in India have been similarly relieved, 
and no matter what reasons are brought to the con
trary, I am prepared here to say that this Govern
ment will never consent to continue a. state, of the 
law which has the effect of'imposing a severe dis-' 
ability upon a portion of Our fellow-subjects, going 
possibly to t~e extent of making' their wiv!ls con
cubines, their children bastards, and rendering the 
devolution of' their property insecure. Therefore, 
as far as the principle is concerned, l may state the 
'firm determina.tion of the Gover.pment ~o enforce 
it in- thi~mattet~ With regard to its details, the 
Bill as it now stands interferes in no way with the 
religious 'freedom Or practice of any sect, be it neW 
or old. I don't believe that the -most orthodox 
Hindoo-a Hindoo who is most attached to his reli
gion-would declare that persons who secede from 
that religion are to suffer disabilities with regard 
to mrrriage i in fact, if I am not very much. mis
taken it will be found in t.he earlier papers that 
have peen publisbed upon this subject that great 
Hindoo authorities have declared laws affecting the. 
marriages of other persons other than those of the 
Hindoo creed, a matter of indifference to them, and 
that in thE:' discussion of sucb measures they, as 
Hindoos, would have no concern. 
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