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PREP ACE . 

• 

I BEG to acknowledge my obligations to Lieu-
tenant - Colonel Owen Burne, C.S. I., for, con­

stant and valuable assistance in preparing these 
volumes. Colonel Burne, as Private St;!cretary to 
Lord Mayo in India, saw the whole area of the 
Viceroy's daily work, and has kindly drawn up for 
me a sketch of it in each department. These papers, 
with a more technical prcfis prepared in the several 
Secretariats, have guided me to the original docu­
ments which form the ,basis of the book. I only 
regret that the task of biographer was not under­
taken by one who is in many respects better qualified 
to do it justice than I am. 

To Mr. Robert Barclay Chapman, 'of the Bengal 
Civil Service, lowe most .of the materials for ,the 
narrative of Lord Mayo's financial administration. 
Mr. Chapman, as Financial Sec~etary to the Govern­
ment of India during the past seven years, enjoys 
the advaritage of knowing the actual facts of Lord 
Mayo's reforms~ both in their inception and in their 
results_Mr. Fitzjames Stephen, Q.c., the Legal 

(s) 
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Member of Co.uncil during Lo.rd Mayo.'s Vicero.yalty, 
has kindly, written the Legislative chapter fDr me, 
and enhanced the favo.ur by permitting me to. print 

it in his o.wn wo.rds. To. the' Ho.no.urable Sir Jo.hn 
Strachey, o.f the Bengal Civil Servict;, I o.we so.me 
interesting materials; indeed, a paper written by him 
sho.rtly after Lo.rd Mayo.'s death first suggested the 
idea Df this wo.rk. 

The earlier chapters have been written fro.m do.cu­
ments supplied by Lo.rd Mayo.'s family; and to. 

. them I wo.uld express my 'o.bligatio.ns fo.r much 

valuable advice. 

In co.nclusio.n, I beg it to. be understo.o.d that this 
bDDk pDssesses no. element Df Dfficial authDrity. The 

able men who. labDured arDund LDrd Mayo. in India, 
sDldier and civilian alike, have felt that a faithful 

recDrd shDuld be preserved C?f the real and nDble wDrk 
whIch he did fDr that S:Duntry. To. this end, dDCU­

ments have been plated at my dispDsal by the Heads 
Df the variDus Departments. But it wDuld be a pDDr 

, . 
requital fDr the materials which I have thus received, 
if any dDubt were to. arise as to. the purely persDnal 
respDnsibility that rests with me fDr the use which . 
I have made Df them. The reader will find that mDst 

o.f the statements and views in the chapters Dn Indian 
pDlicy are derived from LDrd Mayo's writings, and, 

'whenever cDnvenient, are reproduced in his o.wn 

wDrds. Such, qUDtatiDns must be taken as the expres-
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slOn of his individual opinion. The Viceroy is the 

head, and should occasion arise the absolute head, of 
the administration in India; but it would be a public 
misfortune if the words of any single servant Qf the 
Crown, however exalted, were to be confounded with 
the deliberate policy of Her Majesty's Indian Govern­

ment. 

6 GROSVE~OR STREET, EDINBURGH, 

1875. 



E R RA T A: 

Page 9S, line 19, for Buttons read Button. • 

" 163, " 20, for Mereweatlter read Merewetlter. 

" 166, " 18, for Jiranda read Jirauda. 

" 167, " 17, for Jiranda read Jirauda. 

" 180 ,. S, for Itadread Itas. 
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