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' 1817, JUNE 'ra uovnunnm 7

. Treaty of Poona executed—cessions ndJusted—Vékee!s dis-

' 'm1ssed—-advanta.geu to Gykwar—-‘mcrease “of subsidiary_ -
forpe—-—consequem cesgjons and dxchange “of territory-s- .
GovernorGeneral’s plans-—Hmdoostan-—Dukhun—Madras ‘
hrmy—-—how disposed-—delays in Dukhun—Lord Hastings
leaves the Preandency—Pohucﬂl ‘operations—their scale ...
enlarged on Lord Hastings’ soleﬂespons:blhty—he takes
the field—crosses the Jumna—General Donkin moves
from Agra—negotiation with Sindheea—terms proposed
——demand of Hindia and Aseergurh—rensons—treaty
mgned and ratified—consequent general order—its execut-
tion—Treaty with Ameer Khan—and Keroulee chief—-

; Ja]oun—Sﬁgqr-—thopﬁL :

" THE rainy season of 1817 was spent in prepa- .
rations for a great military effort against the Pin-
darees, and whatever poweis* of “central * Indig"~
might support them; and in arrangements for
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2 ' PRSHWA.

giving immediate effect to the several stipulations
of the treaty of Poona, particularly those relating
to the territorial cessions of the Péshwa.

Less difficulty or evasion was experienced, in
obtaining the punctual execution of the treaty,
than might have been expected from the known
personal character of that prince: but our conti-
nued possession of his three forts of Singurh,
Rygurh, and Poorundur, to which, from their
strength and vicinity to Poona, he was known to
attach a high value, was a powerful motive for
alacrity ; since, without the unequivocal display.
of good faith on his part, he could scarcely have
hoped for their restoration. The formal orders
for the delivery of the forts and territories of Goo-,
zerat and the northern Konkan, together with .
those for Koosigul and Darwar, were obtained by
the 18th of June; and as, with exception of the
killadar of Darwar, none of the subordinate offi-
cers made any demur to implicit obedience, the
whole of these districts were in our hands before
the end of July, and the sole point remaining to
be settled was, the value at which the Konkan
should be taken, whence the extent of the fur-
ther cessions to the south was to be regulated. It
had been agreed to rate the Konkan at what the
Péshwa’s accounts of the average for the past
twenty years might show to have been the actual
receipts from it, clear of all deductions, and with
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an allowance for the expense of collection.. On.
reference to these, instead of their exhibiting a pro-
duct of more than eleven lakh of rupees, the rate
Mr. Elphinstone had been willing to allow, the
net value was not found to exceed seven lakh so
that, to make up the thirty-four lakh of rupees, a
territory producing thirteen would, under the
treaty, have been demandable in the Carnatic,
instead of nine, as at first assumed. In considera~
tion of his former offer to- accept nine, the Resi-
dent, though he saw no reason why be should
not draw the actual advantage, in the same man-
ner as he must have abided the loss, still thought
it right to act with some indulgence, and not to
press with too much -severity. Accordingly, he
limited his present demand to eleven lakh, not-
withstanding which, many obstacles and delays
were thrown in the way of the assignment of spe-
cific territory. The Resident, seeing this, made
& written demand of Ranee Bednore, Scondoor,
and some other districts, estimated to yield that
amount : but, while this matter was under discus-~
“sion, receiving intimation of an arrangement on
- foot with Futteh Singh Gykwar, to obtain Ahme-
dabad for the Company, he so far modified the
demand as to take the four and a half lakh of ru-
pees rent, payable for the Péshwa’s moiety of that
place by the Gykwar, instead of an equal cession
towards the Camatic, leaving six and a half lakh
B2
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only to be made good from that quarter. On this
basis, an agreement was finally concluded in Au- .
gust ; Darwar and Koosigul being taken at eighty-
four thousand rupees, and the Péshwa’s territories,
south and eastward of the Wurda, to make up
the remaining five lakh and sixty-six thousand
rupees.

The other articles of the treaty had previously
been executed. The resident vakeels of foreign
states received their formal dismissal, at the time
the first orders for surrender were delivered. Ba-
jee Rao himself, after admitting Mr. Elphinstone
to an audience, at which he seemed very sullen
and dejected, quitted Poona on the 18th of June,
on the pretence of his annual pilgrimage to Pun-
durpoor, leaving all minor arrangements to be’
settled by his ministers. The vakeels of the
other Mahratta powers, though dismissed, were

. many of them natives of the Péshwa's territories,
and had, therefore, claims to be allowed a conti-
nued residence there, notwithstanding their dis-
missal from public employ. Hence, it was impos-
sible to prevent the continuance of their intrigues ;
and, even if they had themselves been removed,
other vnacknowledged instruments and emissaries
were at hand in abundance. Nevertheless, there
was this advantage in the strictness of the 4th
article of the treaty, that’ besides abolishing the
formal character of the communications that pass-
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ed between the Péshwa and other powers, it im-
posed the necessity of concealing the instruments -
and existence, as well as the nature of the in-
trigues afloat ; for it would thenceforward be a
sufficient ground of complaint, that communica~
tions were passing, without waiting for proof of.
a hostile purpose, before they could be noticed.
Thus, intrigue became much more hazardous to
Bajee Rao; though he was not of a disposition to
be deterred by such hazards. = This, however, was
not the only object contemplated at the time of
imposing this humiliation. ~ It was conceived to -
be the most. public and effectual mode of pro-
claiming to the other princes of India, the new
condition, in which the former head of the Mah-
ratta empire was to be considered as having placed
himself. The case was not one in which feelings
of tenderness towards the pride of - Bajee Rao
were entitled to much weight: but, since it was
of importance to eradicate in him the disposition
to regard himself as the rallying point of the
Mahratta nation, and, if possible, to remove this
dangerous notion from others, the public dismissal
of vakeels was thought to be a most effectual
means of promoting the end, and in this view it
was desirable to require it on this occasion.

The treaty of Poona, independently of its ad-
vantageous compromise of all past claims of the
Péshwa on the Gykwar family, for an annual pay-
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ment of four lakh of rupees, gave the latter a most
profitable lease of Ahmedabad, and remitted in
perpetuity all tribute or compensation for military
service, extinguishing thereby all pretensions of
feudal superiority. These benefits, which toge-
ther were reckoned considerably to exceed twenty
lakh of rupees a-year in value, were about to be ac-
corded to the Gykwar, for no other merit or claim
on his part, except the murder of his minister and
representative, for which dged this might be consi-
dered as a just atonement exacted from a prince,
who had by his conduct identified himself with
the actual perpetrator of the crime. The Bom-
bay Government, thinking the moment of our
having made such considerable acquisitions for this
ally favourable for urging separate objects of
mutual advantage to the two states, determined,
at the time of imparting the above henefits, to
. attempt to procure Futteh Singh’s consent to pro-
"vide funds for an increase of the subsidiary force,
and thus to bear a more just proportion of the ge-
neral charge incurred in the defence of Goozerit,
than bad hitherto been contributed by the Gykwar.
The proposed addition to the subsidiary force was
one thousand infantry and two regiments of caval-
ry for the Goozerat force. The troops subsidized
at present consisted only of three thousand infan-
try, with no regular cavalry of any kind. With
a frontier so exposed, as that of the Gykwar, on
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the east, the north, and the west, such~a force
" was obviously a very insufficient_protection. In-
deed, its acknowledged inadequacy obliged us
always to keep a further body of our own troops
in the meighbourhood; many of whom, particu-
larly a regiment of dragoons, (the King’s 17th,)
were constantly acting with the subsidiary force,
without eny demand upon the Gykwar for the ex-
pense of a reinforcement so necessary to its effi-
ciency, though he derived the whole advantage.
Under these circumstances, and in consideration
of the very flourishing condition into which the.
affairs of the principality had been brought since
the establishment of our influence, as well as of
" the many advantages at different times secured
for the family, the Bombay government thought
itself warranted in asking an.increase of subsidy
on this occasion, sufficient to make the force kept
up strong enough to act independently in support
of our interests in that quarter. It was resolved, at
the same time, to urge a further reduction and
reform of the irregular and inefficient, though
very chargeable military establishment maintained
by the Gykwar himself. The Supreme Govern-
ment signified its entire approval of the propo-
sition, if Futteh Singh's assent should be ob-
tained.
The provision for this additional subsidy, most
desired by the Bombay Government, was the moiety
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of the Katteewar tribute, realised by its own
agency for the Gykwar. The other half of this
tribute had been enjoyed by the Péshwa, and
was included in the cessions of the treaty of
Poona ; consequently, it was an object to exclude
all foreign influence from that part of the country.
“To this, however, Futteh Singh showed a decided
repugnance ; but the advantages of the farm, just
obtained of Ahmedabad, were tendered by him in
lieu of it, and ultimately accepted, with some fur-
ther rents of inferior importance, to complete the
sum required for the increase of subsidy. A fur-
ther arrangement was afterwards made for the
exchange of the interest in Ahmedabad, held by
the Gykwar, independently of the farm, for three
pergunnahs of our own, situated inconveniently
near to Brodera. These were Dubhoee, Buhadur-
poor, and Saolee, yielding altogether near three
lakh, an amount which was expected to exceed
the value of the interest accepted in exchange.
Other advantages also had accrued to us from the
treaty of Poona, affording the means of advan-
tageous exchanges; and the opportunity was
taken of improving our frontier, and consolidat-
ing our scattered possessions in Goozerit, so as to
avoid the frequent collision of a divided authority,
which existed under the former relations with the
court of Brodera. The pegotiation was conduct-
ed on the principle of equal exchange: but such
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are the habitual delays of a Mahratta dwrbar, -and
such the pertinacity with which it seeks to drive
the hardest bargain possible, that the treaty was
not concluded until the 6th of November, 1817,
and much further matter yet remained to be adg
justed ; insomuch, that the agreement was not
forwarded for the final ratification of the Gover-
nor-general, until the November following. The
mutual transfers then® amounted to five lakh
and seventy-eight thousand, eight hundred and
forty-eight rupees : amongst them, in addition to
what have above been mentioned, the British
government ceded its moiety of the town of
Pitlawud for the Gykwar’s moiety of Oomrut, by
which, “and . other similar exchanges, the posses-
sions of both were consolidated and improved.
The hitherto indefinite frontier of our immediate
territories in Goozerit was fixed by these arrange-
ments. The pergunnahs of .Gogo, Bhaonugur,
and Sehoree, are the most southernly ; thence a |
line through Rampoor to Patree on the lesser Rin,
and eastward from Patree through Vurungam,
Ahmedabad, and Kuppurwunj, to Bala-Sinore
and Beerpoor on the Myhee, forms our western
and northern boundary ; the Myhee is our boun-
dary to the east.

The only other changes consequent upon the
treaty of Poona, which ave of sufficient importance
to require notice, were those which arose out of
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the cession of the Péshwa’s rights in Hindoostan
and Bundelkhund. But, as the settlement of
these fell in with the preparations and general
plan of the ensuing campaign, it is better to leave
each separate case to find its place amongst the
transactions that brought us into contact with
the party whom it concerned. The cession of
these rights by the Péshwa, just at this time,
gave us a great advantage in the subsequent ope-
rations : had they remained vested in Bajee Rao,
as they would have done in the event of no rup-
ture having occurred with him, and the expec-
tation of thus acquiring the disposal of them could
not have been anticipated, the peaceable settle-
ment of central India would have been embarrass-
ed and impeded by Iong and intricate disputes,
and clogged at every-step by endless intrigue and
irritating discussion. The disposal of these bene-
fits was desirable, rather as 2 means of effecting
other objects by their exchange, than with a view .
to appropriate the whole to ourselves, as was
abundantly verified by the actual result. We shall
now proceed to explain the general plan of opera“
tions, devised for the execution of the Supreme
Government’s determination to suppress and ex-
tinguish for ever the existing mischief of preda-
tory associations.

The plan of Lord Hastings embraced the whole
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circle of the reserved possessions of Sindheea and
Holkur, including likewise a2 great part of Rajs
‘pootana. Within these limits, it was his. inten~
tion, if possible, wholly to confine the campaign,
by surrounding them with -& cordon of efficient -
corps, which should converge simultaneously
towards a common' centre ; making provision,
however, for the possible event of the enemy’s
passing this barrier, and by no means neglecting
the defence of our own territories. On the side
of Hindoostan, it was his Lordship’s intention to
have four divisions in the field, each of sufficient
strength to act independently under any circum-
stances ; besides two corps of ohservation, to
guard the most exposed part of our frontier, in
case the enemy should find the opportunity of
undertaking an offensive enterprise. The points
at which the several corps were ordered to collect
were, Kalinjur in Bundelkhund, for the left divi-
sion, the command of which was given to Major-
general Marshall, some point on the Jumna mid-
way between Kalpee and Etiwa for the centre
division, Agra for the right under Major-general
Donkin, and Rewaree for the reserve under Sir
David Ochterlony. The two corps of observation
were to be stationed, one about Rewa, to the
south of Mirzapoor and Bunarus, under Brigadier-
general Hardyman, and the other further east-
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ward, in the southern extremity of Buhar®, under
" Brigadier-general Toone. On the side of the
Dukhun, his Lordship expected to have in the.
field at least four substantive corps and a reserve,
each of strength enough to act independently.
In Goozerat a corps was also to be formed, to
penetrate in a north-easterly direction, and com-
plete the cordon of the intended area of opera-
tions, .

It was his Lordship’s design to assume the per-
sonal direction of the different movements, and to
fix his head-quarters with the centre division of
the Bengal 'army, appointed to rendezvous be-
tween Kalpee and Etdwa ; and it was deemed ne-
cessary, with a view to ensure a due consistency
of action on the side of the Dukhun, to request
the Commander-in-Chief of the Madras Presi-
dency to take the personal command of the troops
between the Nerbudda and Kishna ; and to regu-
late the disposition of the forces to be there col-
lected, so as to fall in with his Lordship’s projects
on the side of Hindoostan. 'Sir Thomas Hislop
accordingly took the field, under the Governor:

* Beyond Buhar to the east, the Bengal southern and west-
e frontier was considered to be sufficiently guarded by the
troops already in position at Midnapoor and Cuttack ; but,
on the defection of the Nagpoor Raja, a reinforcement was
sent from the Presidency, in which & squadron of dragoons
was included. -
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general's orders, .on the 21st of June; and was
vested with full political . powers, in addition to
bis military command. Colonel Sir John Mal-
.colm, an officer of the Madras Establishment, of
high .pame and merit, had returned to India in
the beginning of. 1817 ; and, bappening to come
to Bengal to wait upon.the' Govérnor-general, just
at the time when the plan of. operations for the
ensuing season was ‘under deliberation, he was
thought a fit person to be employed as the politi-
cal agent on the part of the Governor-general, to
aid Sir Thomas Hislop in that capacity; but with
2 commission to act separately with the concur-
rence of Sir Thomas Hislop, whenever circum-
stances might require it. This officer was in con-
sequence made acquainted with the whole of the
plans in contemplation, and returned to the head-+
‘quarters of the Madras army early in July, carry~
ing with him the commissions of Brigadier-general
for himself and Colonels Doveton, Smith, Floyer,
and Pritzler.- Sir'John Malcolm immediately.set
out on a tour to the several native courts, in order
to concert measures with the respective British
residents ; while Sic Thomas Hislop was engaged
in making the military dxsposmons for the ap-
proaching campaign.

Lord Hastings was extremely desu'ous of
having two corps at least upon the Nerbudda by
the close of the rains, if possible ; wishing rather
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to fall upon the Pindarees, while their power of
rapid movement would be cramped by the swollen
state of the rivers. Colonel Adams, with the
Nagpoor subsidiary force, was already at Hoshun-
gabad : the other force was to be assembled at
Hindia, lower down the river. A movement
northwards from both these points, in combination
with an advance of the left division of the Bengal
force from Bundelkbund, in the direction of
Sigur, would effectually drive the Pindarees from
their usual haunts which lay unmedmtely above
the ghits into Malwa.

The troops under Sir Thomas Hislop’s com-
mand, exclusive of the reserve, (which was or-
_ dered to collect in advance of Adoni, and placed

under Brigadier-general Pritzler's direction,)
amounted to four battalions of European, and
thirty-one and a half of N. I, eight regiments of
N. C, a squadron of dragoons, two of horse
artillery, and seven and a half companies of foot
artillery. Besides the above, there were six bat-
talions of the Nizam’s reformed infantry, and
four thousand horse, under European officers &
also four thousand Siladar horse, raised for the
campaign by the Raja of Mysoor, under the sti-
pulations of the treaty contracted with him ; and
the troops of Sulabut Khan, a powerful jageerdar
of the Nizam, settled under our guarantee at.
Ellichpoor in Berar. The following was the dis-



PREPARATIONS.: 15

position made of these extensive means: Colone}
Adams was already at Hoshungabad with the
Nagpoor subsidiary force ; which was constituted
the fifth division of the army of the Dukhun.
To Hindia Sir- Thomas Hislop intended to pro-
ceed in person, with a division, to be called the
first, composed of & squadron of dragoons and twa
regiments of N.,C., one European. and six native
battalions of infantry, with field artillery but no
battering train. A brigade of the Nizam’s in-
fantry, the Mysoor horse, and Sulabut Khan’s
troops, were, with a few regulars, to be formed
into a separate division, the third, to proceed in
advance, under the command of Sir John Mal-
colm. Colonel Doveton’s force was constituted
the second division, and appointed to manceuvre
in Berar, in support of Sir Thomas Hislop, and
for the security of the Nizam’s terrifories. Co-
" lonel Smith’s force was destined to form the
fourth division, and to operate in Kandés to the
south of the SAtpoora range of hills, which divides
the valleys of the Taptee and Nerbudda, keeping
~ in communication with Colonel Doveton oh one
side, and with the Goozerat force on the other.
Sufficient provision was thought to be made for
the doubtful disposition of Bajee' Rao and the
Poona Mahrattas, as well as for the Nizam's weak-
ness and the turbulence of the Putans of Hydera-
_ bad, by leaving three native battalions, reinforced
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by half the Bombay European regiment®, at the
former place, and a force similar in* every respect:
at the latter; both under the Qupport of the re-
serve assembling in advance of Adoni, and ca~ -
pable of being further supported by, the divisions
of Brigadier-generals Smith .and Daveton, who
were purpostly held back from the most advanced
line of éperation, that they might, be available in
either direction. At ‘Nagpoor the force was
smaller ; consisting of only two weak Madras
battalions, and three troops of Bengal cavalry.
There was certainly no hostile appearance in the
conduct of our allies, at the time the above
military dispositions were made. Nevertheless
Mr. Elphinstone leaned to the opinion, that the
irritated feelings of Bajee Rao, while the humi-
liations put upon him by the treaty: of Poona
were fresh in his memory, rendered it unsafe to
carry the subsidiary force to a distance from the
capital. But he yielded to the more confident
judgment of Sir John Malcolm, who, on his

arrival at Poona on the 5th of August, finding
the Péshwa still absent, went out by dik, .a

* This corps was to be sent up from the Bombay presi-
dency, and the other balf of it was intended to be posted at
Ahmednugur. The regiment, however, arrived so oppor-
tunely at Poona, that the whole was engaged in the opera-
tions at that city, and the detachment was of course never

forwarded to Ahmednugur.
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distance of ninety - miles, to meet: him; a;}&,‘
after having been received with great attention at
- two audiences, retumed with the avowed con-
viction, that his nghness could riot be meditating
any fresh hostility. He ayrged also the advance
of Colonel Smith to the north at an early périod,
as of material importance to the swcqss of. the
general plan. -

The arrival of the Madras forward divisions at
the points assigned to them ‘was delayed b} 2
continuance of heavy rain beyond the usual Sea-
son, as well as by an attack of illness, from which
Sir Thomas Hislop recovered with difficulty, and
some other untoward circumstances: hence the
first division, instead of arriving at Hindia by the
beginning of October, as was intended, did not
reach . that point until the 10th of November.
The operations on the side of Hindoostan were, in
some degree, retarded in consequence. It is ne-
cessary to mention them more in detail.

The Marquess of Hastings embarked a second
time on the voyage up the Ganges on the 8th of
July, 1817. He amrived at Cawnpoor in Sep-
tember; having stopped nowhere on the route, *
except for a very few days at the city of Patna,
whither a complimentary deputation had come
down from Katmandoo, to which it was thought
politic to show every possible attention. In con-
sequence of the delay on the side of the Dukhun,

VOL. 1L c
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t}:e Bengal troops were not put in motion till the
middle of October ; the 10th of that month being
fixed upon for the rendezvous of the Bundel-
khund army, and the 20th for that'of the centre
and Agra columns. The Rewaree force was in-
tended to act as a reserve, and was therefore not
required to e s0 early in motion.

In the interval, the political operations had
commenced. The Supreme Government were
authorized, by insfructions recently received from
England, to undertake active measures for ‘the
suppression of the predatory hordes, to the extent
of dislodging the Pindarees from their haunts in
Malwa and Sagur, and likewise to makessuch ar-
rangements with the chiefs in the neighbourhood,
or those to whom we might restore the -lands
-recovered from the Pindarees, as should secure us
against their re-establishment in that part of the
country. The Marquess of Hastings had himself
always been of opinion, that, without a complete
reform of the condition of Central India, that is.
to say, without so altering the relations of the
several princes and associations ‘one to ancther,
as to remove all inducement to predatory and
ambitious adventure, on the extensive scale om
which it’ was now prosecuted, no partial ‘mea-
sures, howsoever brilliant or - successful “on our
part, and distressing to the adventurers for the
time, could prevent the speedy recimrence of the
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evil, and probably in-a more formidable shape.
His Lordship saw plainly, that with mere tempo-
rary. expedients, the work would be left to be
done over again; and that there could be no secu-
rity for the future in any plan that did not settle,
or provide the means of settling, every one's pre-
tensions to dominion, so as to leave & broad line
of demarcation between the chief of a regular
government and the leader of lawless banditti.
The whole of Central India was at present the
arena of a general scramble for sovereignty. - It
was. requisite, at length, to fix who should -be
acknowledged as the lawful possessors now and
from .this time forth. His mind was fully con-
vinced, that without doing this, and without bind:
ing the recognised possessors in such a league, as
should, on one hand, check their disposition to en-
croach on each other, by the prospect of certain
loss. of the stake each possessed, and, on- the
other, should unité them all by a sense of common
interest against a comnmon depredator, little would
be done towards the eradication of the prevailing
hahits of predatory adventure, which were- the
grand object of anxiety and alarm. He did not
despair of being able to form such a combination,
by offering the general guarantee and protection
.of .the British government; though it was evi-
_ dent, that nothing short of that inflexible rigour
of control and irresistible power of enforcing obe-
c2
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dience to its award, which the British government
alorie could exercise, ‘conld possibly impose a due
degree of restraint on the passions and ambition
of & host of greedy pretenders, aspiring by right
of birth, or of the sword, to the temtonal sove~ .
reignties of this wide expanse.

His Lordship hoped, that the principal chiefs,
Sindheea and Holkur, would voluntarily second
the design upon a proper invitation, for both had
reason by this time to know, that the fortunes of
their families were on the wane ; and though the .
invitation promised to gratify no ambitious views
of aggrandisement, at any rate it would rivet
their dominion over their remaining territories,
and ensure to their families the entire inheritance,
instead of a dilapidated succession, fast decreasing,
day after day, by waste and usurpation, similar
to what had been witnessed for the last ten years.
The great officers of both families, who had al-
ready tasted of these usurpations, and probably
expected further advantage from the confusion,
were the persons from whom the most serious op-
position to the plan was to be feared ; but even
they might be won over by the proffered guaran-
tee of their past gains against the caprice of a
raster and the fickleness of fortune; and then,
in fact, the needy and desperate alone would
heartily oppose the execution of the design. To
Ameer Khan it was resolved to offer such a gua-
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~ rantee immediately ; his actual independence of
‘Holkur might fairly be assumed, from his whole
conduct since Juswunt Rao’s death. Sindheea’s
s:rdars, on the contrary, could not be separately
treated +with, unless the temper of that prmce
should be declaredly inimical.

Such was the outline of the policy which Lord
Hastings determined to observe towards the Mah-
ratta powers of Central India. In furtherance of
it, he did not hesitate boldly to assume the prin-
ciple, that in the operations against the Pindarees,
no one could be suffered to be neutral; but all
should be required to join in the league for their
suppression, under conditions, securing their ac-
tive co-operation, as well in the present measures
of cure, as in the ulterior preventive efforts
against the future rise of these or similar associa-
tions into dangerous importance. The indepen-
dent principalities, like Bhopél and some of the
Rajpoot states, were likewise to be included in
the league, on the condition of a moderate txibute,
sufficient to defray the expense of our general
protection of all ; but in all cases where Sindheea
or Holkur could establish the right to a separate
tribute, that also was to be confirmed to them
under British guarantee. The orders for the
sinultaneous execution of this extensive plan of
concert throughout every part of India, were
issued towards the end of September, It had
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* been originally intended to wait till the armies
were in the field ; but the discussions respecting
the march of part of Sir Thomas Hislop’s army
by the route of Sindheea’s territory of Boorhan-
poor, rendered it necessary that the communicg~
tion of our designs should not be longer delayed ;
suspense in respect to them being always more
prejudicial than a direct knowledge of the worst
that is to happen.

The negotiations with Holkur, Ameer Khan,
Jypoor, Joudhpoor, QOodeepoor, and the other
Rajpoot states®, were intrusted to Mr. Metcalfe,
the resident at Dehlee. Captain Close, the resi-
dent at the durbar of Sindheea, was appointed to
conduct the negotiations at.Gwalior. The revi.
sion of our relations with the Bundeela chiefs,
who owed tribute or allegiance to the Péshwa,
viz. those of J’hansee, Sumthur, Jaloun, Dutteea,
and Tehree, and the settlement with Bunaeek
Rao, who, on behalf of Rukhma Baee, widow of
the late occupant, administered the affairs of
Sagurf, were confided to the political agent in

¢ Kota, Boondee, Banswara, _Bikaneer, and Jeuelgeer.

There was also a late dependent of the Péshwa's, the Kerou-
lee Chief, with whom engagements were to be made at this
residency.

+ The Jalounman, Nana Govind Rao, was the hereditary
chief of Sigur (vide p. 239, vol. i. for an explanation of the
nature of this elaim of inberitance); but as it was a principle
with us not to disturb occupancy, unless the occupant should
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Bundelkhund, Mr, Wauchope. The Resident at
Nagpoor was directed to, tender to the acceptance
of Nuzur Mohummed, of Bhopal, the terms which
had been proposed to his father in 1814-15; and
to require him, in case of his acceding to them,
to forward without delay a written paper contain-
ing the several stipnlations, preparatory to the ad-
vance of Colonel Adams through his territories.
Nuzurgurh was named ‘as the fort to be required
of _him for a depdt. The arrangements of detail
.were left to Sir Thomas Hislop and Sir John Mal-
.colm, whose arrival on the Ngerbudda was then
shoxq,ly expected. -

_In communicating the course he was ahout to
.adopt. to .the council at Fort William, the Mar-
-quess of Hastings briefly declared his reisons for
.deviating from the more limited views that seemed
.to.be entertained in England; and at _the same
-time expressed a confident hope, that the enlarged
_plan he had laid down for the secure @and perma-
,nent attainment of his object, would meet with
the assent of the most considerable princes of Cen-
_tral India. “ It was his boast,” he said, * to have
. an. earnest desire to agcomphsh every thing by
pacific means, and to be able to declare with sin-
cerity, that the exclusive object of his present

f;nge hirself on the side of the enemy, Bun.a;eel: Rao was
to be permitted to engage for what be held of Sigur, not-
withstanding the abstract right of Govind Rao,
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preparitions was to get rid of the greatest pest
that society ever experienced.” He did not hesi-
tate to take upon himself the undivided responsi~
bility of acting without the full sanction of the
home authorities; for he felt confident the result
would justify his determination in the eyes of
those authorities, and of the British nation at
-large.

On the morning of the 16th of October, the
Governor-general took the field in person, and on
the 20th reached the rendezvous of the centre
division of the grand army, which was appointed
to assemble at Bekundra on the Jumna. The
next day the force was reviewed. It consisted of
two battalions of European and seven battalions
of native infantry, five squadrons of European
dragoons, and eight of native cavalry, besides
two troops of a newly-raised corps, mounted on

r

dromedaries. There were also three troops of -

horse-artillery, together with a light and heavy
train, and every equipment for a siege, in case it
should be found necessary to undertake any enter-
prize of that pature. The number of fighting
men of the regular army aftached to this division
exceeded twelve thousand five hundred. On the

26th of October, this force crossed the Jumna on -

a bridge of boats constructed for the purpose, and
thence proceeded in its march direct upon Gwa-
lior, by the route of Jaloun and Seonda.—
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The.right "division under Major-general Donkin,
in strength ghout four thousand infantry and three
thousand .cavalry, including an -irregular corps,
moved-simultaneously in the same direction from
"Agra. ‘The time of movement was so calculated,
that the centre division should arrive at Seonda
on the Sindh on the same day that General Don-
kin reached the Chumbul at Dholpoor Baree ;
after which both forces would advance on, Gwa--
lior, or prosecute other operations, according as
circumstances might require. Their approach ac-
celerated and fixed Sindheea’s determination_to
agree to the terms, upon which his co-operation
in the campaign bad been demanded. Yet he
did not sign the treaty till the 5th of November,
when the two armies were, respectively, within but
one march of the point assigned to them on his
frontier. It will be necessary to give at some
length the particulars of the negotiation.

In the month of September, the Resident first
mentioned in durbar, the march of our troops from
the Dukhun to the Nerbudda by the route of
Boorhanpoor, and applied, as a matter of mere
form, for orders to his Highness' officers on the
route to allow a free passage, and to afford every
aid and facility due to us as friends and allies.
At this period, the military at Gwalior were more
-tumultuous than ordinary, having actually beset
the quarters of the chief with the clamorous de-
mand of immediate payment of arrears, and held



26 .SINDHEEA.

hitn in personal vestraint. The talk of Bajee.

Rao’s positive determination to break with the

English was general through the camp; and the

wish for Sindheea to join him in hostility was evi-

dently the prevailing sentiment, insomuch that it

was greatly feared he would be driven to this

coursé, It seemed very doubtful, however, what

line of conduct it was the real intention of Sind-

heea to adopt. The reply of the durbar to the

application for passes contained an assurance, that

-his Highness' had not given up the intention of
himself taking méasures against’ the Pindarees;

and a hope was expressed, that, on hearing this,

the march of the troops might be stopped, till it

~was seen what could be done.. This being de-
clared impossible, after what had occurred in the

last two years, the passporis were prepared and

despatched on the 1st of October. . -

The knowledge of our preparations on both

, sides of India augmented the ferment and confu-
sion amongst the ‘troops of Sindheea, and eom-

pletely distracted the mind of the chief. = In the

hope'of allaying this in some degree, it was.re-

solved, as above noticed, net to defer the commu-

nication of ouf views and designs to the durbar,

until the military preparations should be more

advanced. Accordingly, between the 10th and

15th of October, the Governor-general’s views

were completely unfolded to his Highness, by the

-presentation of a note prepared and sent for the
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express - purpose from head-quarters. This ex-
posé, - after remonstrating with Sindheea for hav-
ing harboured the freebooters, that duting two
successive years had ravaged our- territories, and
for having fed us with empty promises of punish-
ing the perpetrators of these enormities, while,
both before: and since, he was in constant corre«
spondence with them, and was even supposed to
share the booty, went on. to combat the plea he
had advanced,, of .inability to control their acts. .
\Admitting it as.a personal. exoneration of his.
Highness, it was nevertheless declared to consti-
-tute a.virtual dissolution. of the treaties, concluded
with him under a different impression respecting
‘the efficiency. of his ,go,vemfnent; more especially
«to gonnul those stipulations, which left his High-
.ness free and independent in his dealings with all
:feudatories and dependents in Malwa, Mewur, and
-Marwar, and prohibited our_interference in their
-affairs. . Of course, the moment he ceased to have
: the power. of restraining.the hostility of such de-
< pendents, ‘when..directed . against ourselves, the

' restriction upon our taking measures for the pur-
-pose eould no longer be suffered to bave a binding
reffect. The. note professed, that the British go-
- vernment sought no objects of private advantage, |,
“ but merely the suppression of the Pindarees, end
+ the final and total extinction of such associations
and asserted, that to this object its plans would
be exclusively directed: and his Highness’ hearty
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co-operation was demanded, in the mode which
the Resident would explain. It was further noti-
fied, that any harbouring of the Pindarees, or re-
ception of them into his ranks, or any encourage-
ment of others in such conduct, would be regarded
as an-act of unequivocal hostility. A hint was
thrown out, that, if his Highness could not con-
trol the acts of any of his more immediate subjects
or officers than the Pindarees, the British govern-
ment was willing to engage to lend its aid for
the purpose of enforcing obedience. But, if they
should assist or give asylum to the freebooters, it
would be indispensable -that they should be dealt
with as enemies to both governments.

Captain Close was instructed, in case Sindheea
agreed to the propositions of the above note, to
submit to him the following terms of concert.
His troops to be at our disposal entirely, and
either to be stationary, or to be employed, at our
option, with a British superintending officer at-
tached to each division. Funds to be provided
- for the punctual payment of the force to be em-
ployed, and which was fixed at five thousand
horse, by assignment for three years of the sti-
pends receivable from us under the treaty of
November 1805, and of the tributes demandable’
from Joudhpoor, Boondee, and Kota. Doulut
Rao himself was not to move from Gwalior, or
such other station as might be indicated ; but this
and some other points of less moment were not
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to be made matter of direct stipulation, lest they
should have too humiliating an appearance. It
was thought indispensable to require some secu-
rity for the good faith with which Sindheea might
enter into the above stip;.llations. The demand of
" the two forts of Hindia and Aseergurh, to be re- .
tained during the war, was accordingly resolved
upon. The only material difficulty experienced
in the negotiation, was, in procuring the cession of
Aseergurh. Objections were, indeed, started to
the assignment of the stipends and tributes, on the
ground, that the former had been already assigned
to individuals, and that of the latter, there were
arrears due, for which it was desired to obtain our
guarantee. These points were, however, given
up comparatively without difficulty ; but with
respect to the stipulation for the surrender of -
Aseergurh, which was considered one of the
strongest forts in India, and the key of the Duk-
hun, the greatest repugnance was evinced.” The .
discussions were brought, in the end, to the sin-
gle point, who should bear the expense of its re-
duction, in case of the Kiladar's resistance, and
to whom the fort should belong, if captured under
such circumstances. At first, the ground of pride
had been taken, and the humiliation of the ces-
sion was objected; but this was got over by the
Resident’s agreeing to allow his Highness’ flag to
fly, and a nominal garrison and Kiladar to remain
in ostensible possession, if our troops were ad-
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mitted in such numbers, as to amount to a sub-
stantial occupation. At length it was settled,
that, should theKiladar resist, the property of
the fort should not be lost to Sindheea, unless his
collusion should be clearly detected. But a firmer
stand was inadé upon the bther point, viz. who
should bear the expense of reducing it in that
case ; for Captain Close, having reason to suspect
that orders had early been issued to the Kiladar
to resist at all hazards, was urgent to throw the
burthen of the consequences of such treachery
upon the guilty party. The expense of taking
Aseer, if resistance should be offered, was finally
made chargeable upon the stipends and tributes to -
be ceded ; which was, in fact, nearly equivalent
to a concession of the point on our part; this fund
having already been placed beyond Sindheea’s con-
trol by the other stipulations. For although we
had engaged, 'at the end of the three years; to
render an account of the appropriation of .this
money, and repay any balance that might remaind
beyond thé actual expense of the five thousand
horse, still we were to have the ordering of the
expenditure ; and as ‘it would be our interest to -
see that the whole fund was employed in this way,
for the horse would be efficient in proportion as
their pay was liberal, it was'evident. Bindheea
could not expect that any part would be left un-
appropriated. " ' Thus, it mattered litile to him
"what furthér chiarges Were thrownupon it. ~-
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With respect to Hindia, a place of little strength,
though: of consequence from its commanding some
of the best fords and. passes of .the Nerbudda,
no difficulty swhatever was made ; and.it was sur-
rendered by .the ‘Kiladar on the first summons.
The subsequent occurrences,in. the Dukhun pre-
vented the Govervor-general from alloting a force
to the immediate reduction of Aseergurh. But -
the course of events showed, that he had not mis-
judged the importance of its. possession, for both
the Péshwa and Bhoosla flew ta it, as a last re-
fuge ; and had it been in our hands agreeably to
the stipulation to that effect in the treaty of
Gwalior, the final issue of the war would have
been much accelerated. After the rise of the
Mahrattas in arms, it' was well known that Sind-
heea’s commander would not surrender the place
without a siege ; hence it was resolved to delay
presenting the order, until the means of enforeing
it were at hand. It was well, however, to have
the right of demanding so important a fortress,
when circumstances might render it expedient
in any possible turn the war might take. The
public declaration of Sindheea’s assent to our oc-
cupation of it was moreover advantageous, in-
asmuch as it marked his entire acquiescence

“in our plans, and abandonment of the cause of
those, who were prepared to offer opposition.
Some such security was, doubtless, necessary ;
for we were already possessed of proof of
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Sindheea’s intrigues with Bajee Rao and the
Pindarees ; besides which, a secret correspondence
between him and the court of Katmandoo had
very recently been detected®. But a much more
substantial security for Sindheea’s conduct than
the surrender of any number of forts could give,
was to be found in the proximity and disposition
of our armies. Had he delayed the signature of
the treaty another day, orders had been issued to
the Resident to advance his demand, by requir?ng
the perpetual cession of the Rajpoot ‘tributes,
together with the district of Ajmeer, in addition
to the other stipulations. He affixed his signa-
ture on the very day these orders arrived, and
thereby avoided these fresh demands.

® Accident led to this discovery. A full-size impression
of Sindheea's seal happened to drop from the turban of one
_of bis emissaries, while in the act of crossing the Ganges at
Bithoor. Suspicion was of course excited, and he was stop-
ped along with bis companion. On searching them, letters,
written with the design of stirring up the Goorkhas to make
common cause with the rest of the independent powers of
India, were found neatly pasted between the leavesof 2 Sans-
crit book of the Vedas, which one of them, travelling in the
character of & student, was carrying with bim. Several sealed -
and some open letters from the chief himself were found upon
them. The former were sent by his Lordship to be presented
to his Highness in full durbar, wnopened and without com-
ment; in order that he might not suppose us to be ignorant of
the intrigues and machinations afoot, and might be cautious
Dot to provoke our vengeance by any overt act of hostility.
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. On the 6th of November, the day after the
treaty was executed, it was ratified by the Gover-
nor-general, and the circumstancé was communi-
cated to the army under Lord Hastings'’ com-
mand, in the following short but expressive genera.l
order. :

“The Govemor-general has great pleasure in
announcing to the army, that the Maha Raja,
Doulut Rao Sindheea, has- signed a treaty, by
which his Highness engages to afford every faci-
litation to the British troops, in their pursuit of
the Pindarees through his dominions, and to co-
operate actively towards the extinction of those
brutal frecbooters. In consequence, the troops
and country of his Highness are to be regarded as
those of an ally.

- ®The generous confidence and ammated zeal of

the army may experience a shade of disappoint-
ment, in the diminished prospect of serious exer-
tion ; but the Governor-general is convinced, that
the reflection of every officer and soldier in this
army will satisfy him, that the carrying every
desired point by equity and moderation is the
proudest triumph for the British character.”

Officers were immediately appointed to proceed
to Sindheea’s several corps. Major Bunce of the
king’s 24th dragoons, was sent to Bahadur-gurh,
Baptiste’s head-quarters; but Baptiste had gone
off to Gwalior before his arrival, and the second

VOL. II D
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in command said he could not receive the major
without express orders from his superior. Majoir
Ludlow was ordered to Ajmeer, where Bapoo
Sindheea was stationed ; and Captain Caulfield to
Juswunt Rao Bhio’s camp at Jawud ; but neither
the state of that part of the country, nor that of
the troops -of this chief, were such as to allow of
his joining for some time; as will hereafter be
more particularly mentioned.

Although Sindheea was thus compelled to sign
the treaty, it was not to be expected, that he would
heartily join in the cause; and he endeavoured for
some time to evade its stipulations, by every
means in his power. For the first six weeks or
two months afterwards, no effort whatever was
made by him to furnish the five thousand auxi-
liary horse stipulated for ; nor was any disposition
shown to give us effectual co-operation. He was
evidently on the watch for some insight into the
probable result of what was passing with the other
Mahratta powers, all of whom brought matters to
the extremity of open war, in the course of No«
veinber and December. Bajee Rao took the lead
by attacking the Residency and British troops at
Poona, on the very day of the signature of the
treaty at Gwalior. As long as the other Mah-
ratta chiefs continued in this disposition, it was of.
course necessary to maintain towards Sindheea the
same attitude which had compelled him to accept
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our terms; for, until some decided blow should be
struck, no efficient restraint but the certainty of
immediate attack could be placed on his natural
desire to set aside the éngagements he had entered
into. - - This had been fully contemplated : and his
acceptance of our conditions was valued more for
the effect it was expected to have, in paralyzing
his ‘underhand or open efforts against us, by ex-
hibiting him te the world as one who had deserted
the cause of our enemies, than from any hope of
benefit. from his ' co-operation, As soon as oui
success in other quarters should have confirmed
Doulut Rao in his resolution to abide by his en-
gagements, the treaty was so drawn, as to give us-
every advantage we could have desired at his
hands, as will be abundantly evident in the se-
quel.

"Ameer Khan followed the example of Sindheea;
end an agent, whom he had sent to Dehleeto nego-.
tiate, signed the treaty proposed to him by the Re-
sident there, on the 9th of November. The terms
were a guarantee on our part to himself and fa-
mily of all territories Ameer Khan might be in the
actuael tenure of, under grants from Holkur; the
Putan army immediately to be disbanded, and the
artillery to be given up for an equitable compen-
sation : other .articles secured the aid of Ameer
Khan for the suppression of the Pindarees. In the
negotiations respecting this treaty, it was agreed,

D 2



36 AMEER KHAN,

that the compensation for the artillery, which was
fixed at five lakh of rupees, should be paid down in
advance, to enable Ameer Khan to disband his
army, which he could not effect without money.
The son and heir of this chief was to come to
Dehlee, and reside there as an hostage for his
. father’s fidelity ; and, on his arrival, two lakh of
rupees were to be paid, the remaining three lakh
to be afterwards reniitted, as soon as the Resident
was satisfied that Ameer Khan was diligently em-
ployed in the work of disbanding his troops. It
was also settled, that territories belonging to any
of the Rajpoot states, and forcibly occupied by
him, should be given up on our requisition.

This treaty was ratified by the Governor-gene-
ral, on the 15th of November. A month had been
fixed as the period for the counter ratification to
be procured from Ameer Khan; but, before the
expiration of that period, the rise of the Péshwa
and Bhoosla in arms to oppose our measures had
occurred, and there was time within the month
for bim to learn the event of their first efforts
against us. This chief had, therefore, all the
advantage of waiting to see the probable issue
of affairs in other quarters, and he availed him-
self of this advantage to the utmost; insomuch,
that it was for some time doubtful whether or not
he would abide by the act of his envoy. His own .
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Anterest and inclination undoubtedly prompted
him to secure to himself independent dominion, as
soon as possible; but this was offered him at the
price of the sacrifice of his army ; and his control
-over . that army was not such'as to enable him to
disregard its feeling, ‘which, until the ill-success of
.Bajee Rao and Apa Saheb became known, was too
decidedly hostile to the British propositions, for
thim to venture to declare himself in opposition to
it. ‘In the end, finding himself placed between
_General Donkin’s force, "and that assembled -at
BRewaree, under the command of Major-general
Sir David Ochterlony, he felt both the necessity
of coming to a decision, and the advantage of
choosing his side, while the proximity of our divi-
sions gave him the means of setting the feelings of
‘his own retainers at defiance. He accordingly
ratified the treaty in the courde of December,
.aod thenceforth entered heartily into the cause,
adopting readily all our plans, and abiding by our
suggestions. . .
The Keroulee chief, Raja Manikpal, who
usually resided at Hindoun, and was formerly a
dependant of the Péshwa, signed a treaty, by
which he placed himself under our protection,
and lent us the use of his means, on the same
day with Ameer Khan. The tribute he owed
the Peshwa being only twenty-five thousand ru-
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pees per annum, was remitted in this case, in
consequence of our past experience of hls favour-
able sentiments.

On the 8th of October, Govind Rao, the Nana
of Jaloun, had signed a treaty, whereby the
Péshwa’s right of tribute and of military service,
transferred to us by the treaty of Poona, was
commuted for the cession of Mahoba, a per-
gunnah of forty-three villages that jutted into
our Bundelkhund frontier, and four other villages
on the banks of the Jumna. Bunaeek Rao of
Sigur rejected the offer made to negotiate with
him, iIn order to fix the relative situation he was
to hold towards the British government, now that
it had acquired the Péshwa’s feudal superiority
over that principality. The Nuwab of Bhopils
on the contrary, accepted at once, and with ea~
gerness, the terms offered to him, and proved
himself to the extent of his ability a staunch and
zealous ally; by which conduct he ultimately.
reaped abundant advantages, while Bunaeek Rao
brought on his own ruin. ¥

The circumstances that attended the opening
of the campaign .against’the Pindarees, and the
crisis brought on by the sudden rise of Bajee Rao
and Apa Saheb in open bhostility, have been spe-
cially reserved for a separate chapter.
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CHAPTER XIV.

PINDAREES.—POONA.—NAGPOOR.

1817, Ocrozzz 10 Dncxnnp.

Pmdareel during rains-—General Marshall from Bundel-
khund—A Pindaree enterprise—frustrated—Operations on
the Nerbudda—Sir Thomas Hislop’s retrogade movement
—Operations in Malwa-Sir Thomas Hislop recalled
thither~Poona affairs—reduction of Scondoor demanded
—and effected—Fresh levies of troops—Sepahees tam-
pered with-—Kandés —Critical situation of brigade—it
moves to Kirkee—Moro Dikshut—- Brigadier-general
Smith on the frontier—Precantions —Pdshwa's’ demands
——Residency attacked and burnt—Battle of Poona—Moro
Dikshut killed.Crueities .of Mahrattas—Brigadier-ge-
neral Smith's move on Poona—Attacks Bajee Raa’s CAmp—=—
City surrendered—Nagpoor—Retrospect from July—Raja *
irresolute—Receives titles from Poona—and is publicly
invested—Precautions of defence—DBritish position—at-
tacked—pressed—end partly carried—Charge of Captain
Fitsgerald—restores the day—Defeat of the enemy-—re-
flections—Loss on both sides—Influence of these events
—Charge of treachery weighed.

THE Pindarees cantoned for the rains of 1817
in three bodies, under Cheetoo, Kureem Khan,
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and Wisil Mohummed. The durra of the former
occupied the position furthest to the west, and
shifted its ground several times in the season,
from about Ashta and Ichawur westward to the
Kalee-Sindh. Kureem, who had resumed the
command of his durra-from Namdar Khan, his
licutenant, lay about Bairsea, due north of Bho-
pal. Wisil Mohummed, brother and successor to
Dost Mohummed, deceased, was at Garspoor,
westward of Sigur. It was generally known
throughout the durras, that the English medi-
tated offensive operations against them in- the
approaching season. Kureem was therefore par-
ticularly active in recruiting his durra, and raising
fresh infantry, with a view to enable him to meet
the emergency. He was desirous also of con-
certing a general plan of defence with the leaders
of the other durras; and a meeting was accord-
ingly appointed. on the 15th of September for
that purpose. 'The ill-will that subsisted between
Cheetoo and this chief was, however, t00 'ran«.
corous to allow of any cordiality between. them.
At the same time, though the chiefs - received
general assurances of support in the hour of need
from all quarters, there was no one of the native
princes yet willing openly to take their part, or
to incur the responsibility of admitting their
families into any forts capable of affording them
protection. Thus the rainy season passed with-
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out their having been able to disencumber them-
selves of their families apd baggage, or to fix -
upon any consistent plan of action for the cam-
paign. ‘Sheikh Dulloo, the most adventurous of
all the chiefs, declared his intention of joining
Trimbukjee at Choolee-Muheshwur, and seeking
his fortune in another expedition to the Dukhun.
The rest were "distracted, and inclined to wait
the issue of the expected rise of the Mahrattas in
support of their cause. The spirits of Kureem’s
durra were damped by a destructive. fire that
accidentally broke out in their cantonment on the
17th of September, and- _consumed the greater
part of their valuables. In’ the present temper of
their minds, this was regarded as an' omen of .
ill-fortune.

“Meantime, the left division of the grand army
from Hindoostan, consisiing of two strong bri-
gades of infantry and a regiment and irregular
corps of cavalry, assembled on the 10th of October
at Kalinjur, under the command of Major-general
Marshall. It immediately advanced on Punna in
Bundelkhund, and thence continued its march to
Hutta on the way to Sigur, where it arrived on
the 28th of October. While this army was on
the advance to the south, a bold enterprise was
attempted from the dwrra of Wisil Mahommed
at Garspoor, whence an active luhbur was sent
out in a north-easterly direction to plunder our
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own provinces of Bundelkhund. It penetrated
by the Heerapoor ghit to the westward of Ge-
neral Marshall’s route, and ravaged the territories
of some Bundeela chiefs as far morth as Mow,
near Raneepoor. From this town the party was
beaten off; but as they were thought to have
thence taken a direction eastward, some alarm
was felt at Banda, the civil station of Bundel-
khund, which was at this time totally without
protection, all the troops of the province having
marched to the south with General Marshall
The Marquess of Hastings hearing of this bold
enterprise on the 1st of November, when he was
at Jaloun with his division, detached two squa-
drons of the 7th N. C. with the dromedary corps
and two light companies to proceed with all
expedition, under the command of Major Cum-
ming of the 7th N. C, s0 as to cover Banda, in
case of that station being threatened. The ma-
rauders got intelligence of this detachment, and
retired again to the south-west without doing
further mischief in Bundelkhund. Major Cum-
ming was, however, reinforced, and ordered to
remain with his detachment about Kyta, in order
to cover our frontier on that side, and more
effectually to keep open the communication be-
tween General Marshall and the centre division
under his Lordship’s personal command.
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During this diversion, the left division conginued
its advance from Hutta to Rylee, where it arrived
on the 10th of November, and thence opened a
communication with Colonel Adams at Hoshung-
abad. Wisil Mahommed retired from Garspoor
westward to Gunj Basouds, as this division ad-
wvanced, On the same day that General Marshall
arrived at Rylee, Lieutenant-general Sir Thomas
Hislop reached Hurda, and took the command of
the first division of the army of the Dukhun. Briga-
dier-general Sir John Malcolm had arrived in the
walley of the Nerbudda some time before. Every
thing was therefore now in readiness Yor the com-
bined movement, that had been concerted to drive
the Pindarees out of Malwa. In expectation of it,
the Goozerit force had by this time advanced to
Dohud or Dwahud, to intercept their escape west-
ward; and Lord Hastings having concluded. the
treaty with Sindheea, moved his own division to
& position that. should prevent their penetrating
to the north or east; while he ordered Genersal
Donkin to-advance from Dholpoor in a south-
westerly direction, so as to guard the left bank of
the Chumbul, and cut off any retreat on that side.
It had been planned, that one of Sir Thomas His-
lop’s divisions should penetrate into Malwa by
marching straight upon Ashta, while another
moved by Qonch6d, further to the west; that
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Colonel Adams should at the same time move
upon Ressein, while General Marshall marched
from Rylee westward on Sigur and Ratgurh.

The execution of this plan was, however, inter-
rupted by intelligence which had reached Sir Tho-
mas Hislop of the Péshwa’s having risen in arms.
After some deliberation as to the course to be
adopted in this perplexity, the Lieutenant-general
resolved to send forward Sir John Malcolm with
the third division, reinforced by a brigade of
regular troops, while he himself returned by the
Boorhanpoor route towards the Dukhun, to sup-
port the divisions of Brigadier-generals Doveton,
Smith, and Pritzler, the two latter of which had
previously been directed on Poona. In further-
ance of this determination, 8ir Thomas Hislop
thought it advisable to employ himself in the first
instance in summoning Aseergurh, the orders for
the surrender of which had recently been forward-
ed to him, and in laying siege to it in case of re-
gistance. 'This opinion was founded on the as-
sumption of our interests in the Dukbun being
more seriously endangered than they were. It is
true, that recent communications from Mr. Jen-
kins had described the Raja of Nagpoor as likely
to follow the example of Bajee Rao; which
obliged Sir Thomas to detain a brigade of Colonel
Adam's force to the south of the Nerbudda, and
to order a battalion of it, with three additional
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troops of cavalry to hold themselves in: readiness
to march on Nagpoor, as a reinforcement to the
troops there ; nor was it long before the Resident
was ohliged to avail himself of their active ser-
.vices. However, even in the worst event, the
entire force of- Bngadler-general Doveton was
applicable in this direction, without the necessity
of holding back a second division for the purpose;
to the prejudice of other parts of the general plan,
.. 8ir Thomas Hislop, with the first division of
the army of the Dukhun, began to retrace :his
steps towards Boorhanpoor on the 19th of Novem-
ber : Sir John Malcolm having previously been
despatched with the third and Colonel Adams
with -the fifth division, to prosecute alone the
operations against the Pindarees, The: former
crossed the Nerbudda on the 16th of November,
the latter on the 14th. A movement had been
combined with General Marshall, so as to bring
the three armies respectively to Ashta, Ressein,
and Ratgurh, all on the same day, which was
fixed for the 22d of November. These points
having been reached without fail, three. other
points, Tullain, Bairsea, and Gunj Basouda,
were then designated and occupied'respectively
by the three divisions on the 26th of Novem-
.ber. The freebooters were by these operations
driven entirely out of their usual haunts: and,
as the divisions advanced, their agents were
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expelled from the several towns and villages,
which were taken possession of or restored, ace
cording as there appeared te be claimants with a
valid title or not. All that belonged to Sindheea
or Bhopil were immediately delivered over to the
agents of these chiefs in attendance with the divi~
sions. The Pindarees had hitherto retired in
masses, with all their property and families, care
fully keeping beyond the reach of a surprise. The
durras had not yet joined, but they had converged
in their retreat. After this, however, Kureem
and Wisil Mahommed effected a junction about
Seronj, and retired together on the high road
leading by Nya-Suraee to Gwalior. Cheetoo
moved westward, towards Holkur’s army, which
had by this time taken the field.

During these movements, the Marquess of
Hastings, on the 14th of November, received ad-
vice of the state of affairs at Poona, and the cer-
tainty of a rupture with the Péshwa.- Appre-
hending the possibility of Sir Thomas Hislop’s
suspending his advance intc Malwa in 'conse-
quence of the intelligence, his Lordship im-
mediately issued the most distinct and positive
instructions for his adherence to the original
plan of the campaign, thinking Brigadier-gene-
“rals Smith and Pritzler strong enough to ope-
rate against Bajee Rao, while Brigadier-general
Doveton’s position in Berar would overawe or
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enable hint to act against the Nagpoor Raja, in
case of his defection also. He declared it to be;
at all events, of vital importance to the success of
the general plan, that the first division should ad-
vance to the support of Sir John Malcolm, whe
might else be opposed by an accumulation . of
force, with which he would scarcely be competent
to cope. These instructions were enforced in ses
veral subsequent communications, particularly one
of the 21st of November from Erich. They
reached the head-quarters of the Madras army,
when they had already retrograded as far as
Charwa. On receiving them, the Lieutenant-ge-
neral immediately retraced his steps ; and on the
26th of November again began his march to the
north, with intent to move by Qonchéd direct
upon QOojein, to which point he ordered Sir John
Malcoln to look for his support,

- But ere we pursue further the narrative of oc-
currences in Hindoostan, it will be necessary to
‘give some account of the important events that
had taken place in the interval at Poona and
Nagpoor.

After the execution of the treaty of Poona,
Bajee Rao hed retired, and still continued, on dif-
ferent pretences, to absent himself from his ca-
pital, whither he did not retura till the end of
September. His ministers had, in the interim,
been very urgent for the performance of an old.



48 . Poofm.

promise we had given, to reduce for him the te-
bellious feudatory of Soondoor. It was a case
of disputed succession, in which Bajee Rao had
declared for Juswunt Rao Gorepara, to the pre-
judice ‘of Sheeo Rao; the present occupant. - The
place being surrounded on ‘every side by our own
territories, we had been induced to offer our ser«
vices for its reduction, in preference to allowing
Bajee Rao to carry his own military rabble into
the neighbourhood. But as yet the Madras Pre-
sidency had not found a convenient time for ful-
filling this promise; and the court of Poona was
always particularly urgent in pressing it, at mo-
ments of the greatest inconvenience. The object’
at the present juncture was evidently to throw
obstacles in the way of the formidable assemblage
of troops making in the north. Mr. Elphinstone,
sensible that our ally had a plausible pretext for
complaining of our dilatoriness in this instance,
more especially as he was paying to the compe-
titor, whom he favoured and recognised, a com-
pensation of ten thousand rupees a-year, suggested
to Sir Thomas Hislop the propriety of -employing
in this service a part of the reserve then collecting
about Adoni. The presence of Colonel Munro in
the neighbourhood, where he had been sent as
commissioner, to take charge of the districts lately
ceded by the Péshwa, afforded to the Licutenant-

general the opportunity of availing himself of his
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services, without embarrassing  Brigadier-general
Pritzler's operations with. the rest’ ofs the re-
serve. Orders were accordingly issued to Colone}
Munro to undertake the enterprise; and he was
shortly afterwards vested with a separate coms
mand of the reserve, and the rank of Brigadier-
general, under orders from the Marquess of Hast-
ings. The place was surrendered by Sheeo Rao
Gorepara, on Colonel Munro’s approach towards
the end of October; the British government
agreeing to assign to Sheeo Rao a provision about
equal to what Juswunt Rao his competitor had.
been receiving. The. latter, however, becoming
involved in the subsequent measures of the Poona
Court, Soondoor was ultlmately restored ta its
former occupant.

During the whole of October, Bajee Rao conti-
nued to collect traops from all parts, ‘and to"eall
upon his jageerdars to do the same. The reason
assigned for this conduct to Mr. Elphinstone, at
the first conference to which he was admitted,
which however did not take place before the 14th
of October, was his desire to co-operate in the
objects of the present campaign to the utmost
extent of his means. This pretence was too shal-
low to disguise his real designs, which were mani<
fested by his altered conduct towards the jageer-:
dars, to all of whom he was now studiously at-
tentive, exerting himself with great address in.

VOL. IL E
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gaining. their attachment. Even Rasteea, whose
family had been entirely ruined not long before,
and Apa Deésace Nipaneekur, a third of whose
Jjageer had lately been confiscated, together with
the Vinshorkur, who had himself much to expect
from our success in Hindoostan, were completely
won over by this conduct. The Péshwa’s inten-
tion of heading the hostile league against our su-
premacy was evident from numberless other cir-
cumstances ; particularly from the discovery of
several profligate dfforts to seduce the sepahees of
the brigade, as well as those of Major Ford’s
battalions, to desert theif colours. The native
officers and men of the regular corps were gene-
rally proof against his solicitations, and acquaint-
ed their officers with the attempts made to tamper
with them. But in Major Ford’s battalions there
was a larger proportion of Mahrattas, and it was
natural enough that these should be won over on
such an occasion. -

Towards the latter’ end of Oct.ober there was
an immense collection of Mahratta troops at
Poona, the jageerdars having exertéd themselves
to bring forward all they could muster, and the
prince himself having made extensive levies. Gok-
la was the adviser and principal commander in this
crisis.”. The Mahrattas fixed their several encamp-
ments close round the cantonment of the brigades
the site of which had been chosen judictously
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enough" with ‘2" view to the defence’ ‘of the city
against. extemal attack ; but it was partlcularly
" open to surprise, and otherwise touch’ exposed,
when " threatened by an enemy ‘both within and
without, - In’ proportaon as the accumulation of
the Mahratta soldiery on every side became: great-
er, the situation of the bngade grew more- and
more slarming. Each corps' as if came in en-
croached upon the gmund of its cantonment, and
the horsemen rode-blustering and prancing about,
in the manner usual with Indian troops when’ thelr
designs are hostile. Colonel Butr, the-officer in
command at Poona, had a strong brigade of three
battalions ; but the European regiment had not
yet joined from Bombay, nor was it expected till
the 2d of November. Mr. Elphiustone, ‘though
fully aware of the Péshwa’s determination to “push
matters to an open rupture, was nevertheless very
unwilling to be the first to resort to measures of
actual or apparent hostlhty He therefore re-
frained from authorising the brigade to take up a
stronger position, until it became obviously unsafe
to allow of its remaining longer in the’ preéenf

" He' had remonstrated, but to no purpose,
agmnst the concentration of troops at the capital,
and against the temper they displayed: Bajee
Rao distinctly refused to send away any part of
his force.’ On the 31st of October, appearanoes
were so menamng, that the Resident resolved to’

E2



52 POONA.

move the brigade to Kirkee, where the ground
was peculiarly advantageous. The stores were
consequently sent off on that day, and the brigade
followed on the next. Letters had in the mean
time been dispatched, to expedite the arrival of
the European detachment, which also, by a forced
march, came into Kirkee on the 1st of November.

A brief description of the ground about Poona
will be necessary to the clear understanding of the
ensuing operation's.. The city of Poona is situa-
ted on the right bank of the Moota-Moola river,
which runs from west to east, taking its name
from two streams which unite to the north-west
of the town. Just at the point of confluence
stood the British Residency, separated from the
city by the Moota, while the Moola came down
with a sweep from the porth. This latter river
was fordable opposite to the Residency; and
about a mile up the stream there was a good
bridge over it, above which the river took a semi--
circular reach to the morth. At the western ex-
tremity of the semicircle lies the village of Kirkee,
between which and the river to the east is an ad-
mirable position for a brigade to occupy, protected
by the river in the rear and on the left, and sup-
ported on the right flank by the village. The ori-
ginal cantonment was on the right bank of the
Moota-Moola, to the east of the city, and close
upon it, 30 that both the city and the Moota ]ay
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between ‘the bngﬂde and" the Residency. By
moving the troops to Kirkee, the Residency lay
on the contrary between them and the enemy,
forming an advanced position towards the city.
Major Ford's battalions were cantoned at Dhapoo-
ra, a few miles distant to the west.

After the removal of the troops to Kirkee, no-
thing but war was talked of. Moro Dikshut, who
seems to have conceived an attachment to Major
Ford very uncommon between Europeans and
natives, sent for that officer, and endeavoured to
persuade him to accept his protection and’ assur-
ance of safety. His master, he said, was hent
upon en open rupture, 'and expected that the
greater part of our native troops would come over
to him, or at all events, that the numbers he had’
collected must overwhelm the brigade. He ad-
vised Major Ford, therefore, as a friend, to consul€
his own safety in such an extremity: addmg,
moreover, that he had exerted himself to the ut—
'most to dissuade his prince from the course he
was pursuing, but to no purpose, the counsels of
Gokla and of the war party having prevailed j
that a sense of duty would oblige him to side
against us, though much against his inclination ;
and that he was desirous of manifesting his friend-
ship for Major Ford, by providing for his personal
security. When this officer explained what he
considered his own duty to require of him in such
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circumstances, and -expressed . his: resolution to
abide the result, whatever it might be, Moro Dik-
shut took a very affectionate leave, commending
his family to the Major's care, if the event should
be adverse to the cause he had espoused, and as-
suring him of every personal attention and assist-
ance that he could bestow in the opposite case.
Brigadier-General Smith had proceeded porth-
wards towards Byzapoor, on the. borders of Kan-
dés, early in the month of October; and his ab-
sence, by depriving the brigade at Poona of the
support it usually derived from the vicinity of the
main body at Seroor, which lies about thirty miles
only to-the north-west of the capital, naturally
raised the hopes and courage of the enemy. On
hearing of the hostile indications at Poona, a light
battalion -was ordered back to Seroor; and, to-
wards the end of October, the Brigadier-general
himself concentrated his force at a place called
Phool-tamba, on the Godavuree.. He had arranged
with Mr. Elphinstone, that, if he did not hear
daily from Poona, he was fo consider the commu-
nication as cut off, and immediately to march to
the south. = But, unless in the last exiremity, his
force was not to be diverted from the part assigned
'to it in the general operations towards Hindoo-
After the movement of the brigade to Kirkee,
every day produced more decisive symptoma of
approaching hostilities. An officer on his way to
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Bombay was attacked and plundered, and escaped:.
- with dlﬂiculty, severely wounded.  , This occurred«
only two miles from Poona ;i while the Mahra,ttasw
were :continually Tiding round the. cantonment,
and abusing our men and officers as they lay.at:
their: posts. The Resident, therefore, thought it:
adviseble to increase the strength of his force ns- -
much as possible, by calling in the light battalion
that had been. ordered back te Seroor, together.
with & corps of one thousand auxiliary horse,, that.
had bee¢n forming there. under Lieutenant Swan-,
stqn. - Still,. however, he resolved to: remain: at.
the Residency to the latest moment, in erder not:
to be the first to declare war, or to assume the ap-
pearance . of hostility.. Theé light battalion. left.
Seroor on the 5th of November, and. moved half
way to Poona. The news, of its:.approach was.
conveyed to Bajee Rao in thie.forenoon of the 6th
and his army was immediately put in mnotion. .A:
battalion of Gokla’s at thé"same time moved round,
to the west, and took up a position directly between
the Residency and the brigade at Kirkee, with the
intention of cutting off . the communication be-
tween the two. Mr. Elphinstone sent to demand
tha reason .of this hostile proceeding, -and of . the
general movement of the troops.  Upon this,; an
intimate at the palace of the Péshwa, named Wit~
tojee Naeek, came on his part to say, that, intelli
gence had been received .of troops being on their
way to Poona, as well from Seroor as from Gene-
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ral Smith’s army; that Bajee Rao had twice bes
fore been the dupe of his own irresolution, but
was now determined to be¥beforehand in bls de-
mands, These were explmned to be, that the
Europeans lately arrived at Poona should be sent
back to Bombay; that the brigade should be
reduced to its usual strength, and be cantoned at
such place as Bajee Rao might select. To these
demands a categorical and imniediate answer was
required, on the tenor of which the question of
peace or war would depend. Mr. Elphinstone
replied, that he could not admit his Highness’
right to make any such demands : at all events, it
was out of his power to grant them, the extent
of the force to be stationed at Poona bhaving been
fixed by superior authority. With respect to the
categorical answer required, he could only say,
that, if his Highness joined his army, he should
proceed to the brigade ; and if his Highness’ troops
. advanced towards the 'bngade they would as-
suredly be attacked: for, though he was most
anxious to avoid a rupture, he did not fear the
issue,” Wittojee Naeek returned with this reply.
He was no sooner goue, than the Péshwa, either
upon & preconcerted signal, or more probably
without waiting the answer, mounted his horse,
and joined his army at the Parbutee Hill, which
lies a Iittle to the south-west of Poona.- His
troops immediately advanced on the Residency.
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Mr, Elphinstone and the gentlemen attached to -

-his suite had barely time to mount their horsess .
and retire” by the ford* of the Moola, under. cover
of the Resident’s bonerary guard, ere the enemy
arrived and took possession of the houses, from
‘which there had. not been time to remove a single
article. The whole were plundered, and after-

wards burnt; whereby much valuable property
was destroyed, and, amongst other things, all Mr.
Elphinstone’s books and papers, a loss more irre-

. parable than all the rest. The Resident’s party
made good its retreat along the left bank of the
Moola, skirmishing with some horse that followed,
and under the fire of Gokla’s battalion from.the
opposite- side of the river. At the bridge they
crossed and joined the brigade, which had pre-
viously turned out and advanced from Kirkee at

-Mr. Elphinstone’s requisition, as soon as the hos-

. tile approach of the enemy had been observed. .

.. 'The position at Kirkte was admirably adapted
to purposes of defence; but it had been concerted
between the Resident and Colonel Burr, that the

. brigade should advance and fight its battle in the

- plain between Kirkee and the city.. The plan

. was highly judicious; for it was uncertain how far

the fidelity of the sepahees had been proof against

- the late attempts to seduce them, and it was de-
sirable, therefore, to risk something for the sake of

_inspiring them with additional confidence in them-
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selves and their cause : whereas, to coop them up
in a defensive position, exposed to'the taunts and
insults of the Mahratta caveiry, would have had a
most disheartening effect, and must have operated
to increase the number of desertions, by giving to
the enemy ' the advantage of the show of supe-
riority.  As it was, seventy men went over from
Major Ford's battalion, and were followed after
the action by one hundred and fifty from the irre-
gular horse, :notwithstanding - the success of the
day. -Besides. the above reason, the enemy were
well provided with artillery, which would have
enabled them to give great annoyance to the posi-
tion, :and to weéar out the spirits of the men by a
succession of casualties; and by the fatigue of con-
tinual alerts from day to day, before General
Smith should arrive, which at the shortest céuld
not be in less timre. than a week. . Moreover, al-
though the Mahrattas were at present in the con-
- fidence of a great numerichl superiority, an advance
to the attack, in despite of their numbers, would
‘confound them by its boldness, as much..as it
contributed to raise the epirits of our own people.
At the same time, if we could obtain but a par-
tial success in:the plain, it would completely
dishearten the enemy, and prevent his afterwards
atteinpting any thing against the position ; an ob-
ject which was well worth some risk on our part.
'sWherefore, leaving the: post of Kirkee, in
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charge of -part. of the 2d battalion- of the 6th
Bombay N. L, Colonel Burr advanced with the
remainder of his forces consisting of the Bombay
European regimeﬂt, under Major Wilson, the 2d
battalion of the 1st, and 1st battalion of the 7th
Bombay N.I. Hig line was formed with :the
Europeans in the centre,, the 2d battalion of the
1st to the right, and the 1st battalion of the 7th
on the left.. A detachment of the battalion left -
in Kirkee, together with the - Resident’s. escort,

which had joined along with himself during the
advance; were held in.reserve .to keep in check
any parties -of horse that might get.round the
flanks of the line. .In - this order, the brigade.
marched into action. - Major Ford, who, with his
two battalions, occupied a separate cantonment at
Dhapoora, a short distance to the west, marched
in immediately to take his share in the danger ;
but the Vinshor jageerdar had been posted with -
a large body of horse td¥ intercept him; so that
he was obliged to fight his way to the ground in
squares, and did not reach the right of the line
till the troops were hotly engaged.

. The. fighting- commenced & few minutes aﬂer
Mr.Elphmst.une bad joined the brigade. by the
Kirkee bridge. . The enemy showed immense
bodies of horse on our front, and opened a heavy
cannonade from many guns, but chiefly from a
distance., The fire was returned from the four
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six-pounders of the brigade, two of which were
placed on each flank of the Europeans. In the
. mean time, the Mahrattas attempted to push
bodies of horse round our flanks, in which ma-
nceuvre they partly succeeded. A spirited charge
was then made in close column by one of Gokla's
battalions, raised and commanded by Major Pinto,
a Portuguese. It was directed against the left of
our line, where the 1st battalion of the 7th
was posted. The enemy’s battalion was driven
back after a short contest, with the loss of its im-
' mediate commander and many men: but the Ist
battalion of the 7th, in its eagerness to follow up
the success, for the purpose of capturing the guns
of the repulsed battalion, became separated from
the general line of the brigade, and Gokla, per-
ceiving this, ordered down a body of his best
horse to charge it while yet in the confusion of
the pursuit. Moro Dikshut also led a party of
horse, under his command, to the charge at the
game time. Our battalion was in considerable
danger, the horse having got round both its
flanks; but Colonel Burr, hastening to the spot
with a part of the European regiment, while the
two guns on its left were served with great effect,
‘was enabled to restore the day, bring back the
battalion into line, and afterwards form it en-
potence (at right angles with the line), in order to
check any farther ill consequence from the enemy’s
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out-flanking us. Major Ford had by thls time
brought up his battahons on the right, which,

being formed in square, had a similar effect on
‘that flank. - :

In the above charge, Moro Dikshut was killed
by a grape-shot from the guns on the left of the
Europeans, which struck him after he had led on
his party into the space intervening between the
lst battalion’ of the 7th and the rest of the
line. He fell, respected by both parties. He had
been stimulated to extraordinary exertion on this
day, by an insinuation made in the presence of
his prince, apparently with his-countenance, that
his general opposition to a rupture with the Eng-
lish was the result of personal cowardice. This
taunt induced him to solicit the honour of guard-
ing the Juree Putka, or standard of the Mahratta
empire, in the fight, and it was under his charge
when he fell.

Except in the above. mstance, the Mahrattas
never came to close quarters They continued,
however, to fire on our line as it advanced, occa-
sioning some further casualties, but keeping al-
ways at & respectful distance. At night-fall, the
troops returned to Kirkee, and were not afters
wards molested. Our loss in this action . was,
eighteen killed and fifty-seven wounded ; amongst
the latter was Lieutenant Falconer; of the 2d
battalion of the Ist Bombay N.I. The enemy
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left about five hundred on the field. The light
battalion and irregular horse came in from Seroor
without opposition, on the morning of the follow-
ing day ; and Bajee Rao, though he drew up his
troops in order of battle, refrained from giving us
further molestation, but encamped his army on
the ground of the old cantonment. -

No sooner was the die cast, than the Mah-
rattas proceeded to give a ferocious character to
their hostility, in order to widen the breach, and
prevent any speedy reconciliation. Two officers,
Ciptain Vaughan and his brother, who happened
to be travelling with a small escort, were sur-
rounded at TulleegAm, on the Bombay road ;
and having been induced to surrender by the offer
of quarter, were both inhumanly hanged. The
Péshwa afterwards disavowed altogether this act
of barbarity ; and it is probable enough that he
had no share in the transaction. Ensign Ennis
of the Bombay engineers, who was taking a sur- '
vey about fifty miles from Poona, was likewise
intercepted and shot by Bheels. Two other offi-
cers, Licutenants Morieson and Hunter, of the
Madras cavalry, were marching towards Poona,
from the Nizam's dominions, utterly unconscious
of the rupture, until they came within twenty
miles of the city. Gokla then sent out a party of
Arabs to bring them in. On the first alarm, they
took post in a Choultree, and made a resolute
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defence with :the havildar’s. party they: ‘had  for
escort ; but were 'at last. overpowered, and car-

" ryied -prisoners- into Poona. Their livés: were

spared ,. but they were sent immediately under a
guard te the Konkan, and shifted. from fort to
fort, until re-captured three. months afterwards
at Wusota. - So.close was. their confinement, -that
the bursting. of a shell gver their prison gave the
first intimation of approachmg deliverance; while
the besiegers were equally in_ignorance of: their
fate. The feeling of exasperation, -with. which
the Mahrattas entered into the war, was yet mbre
strongly evinced by their conduct to the women
and dependents of the brigade, whom they found
in and sbout the old cantonment. Most of these
were mutilated, and sent into  Kirkee in that
state ; and many were put to death with studied
cruelty.
- While this was passing at Poona, General Smn;h
’ﬁndmg the communication intercepted, was already
on his way to the south. On the 8th of November
he arrived at Ahmednugur,:having yet been little
harassed on the march.. Between this place and
Seroor, partxes of cavalry. kept hovering about
him ; but it was not till he had passed the latter
place likewise, that the enemy gave him any se~
rious annoyance. He had no regular cavalry with
bim, the 2d of the Madras - establishment not
having yet joined. The only borse with the divi«
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sion were about five hundred of the auxiliaries,
lately raised under the treaty of Poona, and com-
manded by Captain Spiller. The Mahrattas ap~
peared in such numbers, as to surround the Bri-
gadier-general on every side ; and, though there
was some skirmishing between them and Captain
Spiller, in the course of which the latter succeed-
ed in dispersing & much larger body than his
own, and was wounded on the occasion, still the
enemy found an opportunity of breaking in upon
the line of march and carrying off a part of the
baggage. '

On the 13th, the division arrived at Poona ; and
the next day was fixed for the attack of the Pésh-
wa’s camp. It was delayed, however, in conse-
quence of some doubts entertained, respecting the
practicability of fording the river at the place in-
tended. On the morning of the 16th, Colonel
Milne, of the King’s 65th, was sent with a strong
brigade to ford the Moota-Moola, a little below
the old cantonment, in order to occupy a village
on the east of the enemy’s position, whence an
attack was to be made at daybreak next morning,
while General Smith advanced against his left.
The Péshwa’s army turned out to oppose the pas-
sage of the river; but it was effected in good
order, under a heavy canmonade, which was an.
swered from eight guns attached to Colonel
Milne's force. QOur loss in this affair was ahout
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sixty men and an officer. Colonel Milne then
took up his ground for the night on the enemy’s
right flank. Before daylight next morning, the
combined attack was commenced as agreed wpon ;'
but the camp was found deserted, the enemy hav-
ing retired quietly in the night, leaving his teuts
standing. His rear-guard moved off as Geperal
Smith approached, and was cannonaded from a
distance. He carried away all his guns, except
ohe of enormous size, called Maha-Kalee, which
was too unwieldy for speedy framsport, though
mounted on & carriage that made it serviceable in
the previcus cannonade. The city surrendered in
the course of the day, and was occapied by our
troops, who were with difficulty prevenied by Ge-
neral Smith’s exertions from committing excesses,
- in revenge for what their families- had suffered
from the hands of the Mahrattas. On the 19th,
General Smith prepared for the pursuit of Bajee
Rao, having been joined on the preceding day by
the 2d Madras cavalry, under Lieutenant-colonel’
Colebrooke. On the same day, a detachment
wag sent out ¢o capture the enemy's artillery,
which was mscertained to have been left with a
considerable part of his baggage in a position un-
der cover of the fort of Singurh. The enterprise
was conducted by Captain Turner of the light
battalion, and was completely successful: eighteen

guns, with all their tumbrils and ammunition, and
VOL. 1L « F
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a large quantity of baggage, fell into our hands on
this occasion.

The flight of the Péshwa, and General Smith’s
unremitting pursuit, were ‘productive of nothing
of importance during the remainder of the month
of November, nor indeed until the commence-
ment of the new year. Wherefore, instead of
proceeding with the narrative of operations in
this quarter, it will be more perspicuous to relate
here the occurrences at Nagpoor and in Hin-
doostan, during the two last months of 1817.

Pending the discussions with Bajee Rao, which
ended in the treaty of Poona concluded in June,
Apa Saheb lent himself openly to the intrigues
and counsels of those, who wished him to make
common cause with the Péshwa. On hearing of
his submission, the Nagpoor Raja began to have
some personal apprehension of the consequences
of the display of such a bias, and accordingly
thought it necessary to put on the appearance of
a line of conduct directly the reverse. Nurayun
Rao was ostensibly reinstited in favour, and og-
casionally employed in communications with the
British Resident. In the course of July, the
discussions respecting the reform of the contin-
gent were likewise brought to a settlement ; the
Bhoosla agreeing to a proposition, that certain of
his jageerdars should furnish a definite number of
their best horse, none to be paid at a lower rate
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than twenty rupees, and the. whole to. be under
one well-paid commandant, with - two British
officers to be attached to the contingent, em-
powered to inspect and to, exemise a general
superintendence: '

In this favourable dlSpOSlthll the RaJa con-
tinued till the end of October; indeed, ‘on the
21st of that month, Mr. Jenkins wrote, that
although his Highness was still in active commu-
nication with Poona, he, the Resident, did not
anticipate. a change of conduct for the worse.
But no sooner were the hostile designs of Bajee
Rao towards the. English made known unequi-
vocally at Nagpoor, than he came at once to the
resolution of making common cause with the
head of the Mahratta nation. Towards the mid-
dle .of November this change became manifest,
and, in consequence, the Resident requested, that
s brigade of Colonel Adams’s division might
be halted to the south: of the Nerbudda, and hold
itself in readiness to detach a battalion with three
trqops of cavalry to reinforce the brigade at Nag-
poor, which had suffered much from sickness.
Things remained in this posture for some time,
_ Apa Saheb continuing his military preparations.
The news of the result of the action at Poona on
the 5th of November vecasioned no remission
of these hostile demonstrations; nor was any
stronger effect produced by the subsequent intel-

F2
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ligence of General Smith’s arrival at that city,
with the main body of the subsidiary force. Apa
Saheb, however, long hesitated as to the course
he should pursue; giving ear alternately to the
counsels of those who urged his adherence to the
British alliance, and of those who stimulated him
to the opposite line of policy, and represented it
as an act of imperative duty to aid in the restora-
tion of the Mahratta empire to its pristine splen~
- dour and power. His inclination shifted from
one side to the other, according to the prevalence
of sober judgment and the cooler calculations of
prudence and experience, or of the delusion of
his imagination by the phantom of ideal great-
ness, presented to his mind as the sure result of
daring enterprise, by the young and thoughtless
among his courtiers, at moments when his brain
was already intoxicated with the fumes of a
deleterious kooka. Iun the public communications
between the Raja and the Resident, there was
never a word that betrayed any inimical feeling
on the contrary, the Mahratta Moonshee attached
to the Residency was sent for on the first arrival
of intelligence of the Péshwa’s defection, and,
in his presence, Apa Saheb inveighed in the
strongest terms against the treachery and want
of faith evinced by Bajee Rao, in his conduct
towards the English at Poona. s

On the night of the 24th of November, Mr.
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Jenkins received a note from Ramchundur Wigh,
informing him that a Khildt (dress of honour)
had arrived for the Raja from Poona, and that
his Highness intended next day to go in state
to his camp, in order to be formally invested with
it, and to assume the Juree Putka,* or golden
streamer, the emblem of imperial command,
which, with the title of Senaputtce, general, had
been conferred on him by the Péshwa. Mr.
Jenkins was invited to assist at the ceremony ;
but he - remonstrated against the acceptance of
the Khildt, or of any titles from a power now at
open war with the British, and refused to give
the sanction of his presence to such an act. Re-
monstrance was, however, of no avail: Apa
Saheb went in state to his army on the 25th, and
was formally invested with the Kkildt and other
insignia. His troops immediately took up posi-
tions very threatening to the safety of the Re-
sidency ; and the indications of approaching hos-
tility were so strong, as to induce Mr. Jenkins to
call in the brigade from its cantonment about
three miles westward of the city, and to post it in
the best attitude for defence of the Residency
against any sudden attack. This was done on

* Putka is literally a girdle, and the standard conisted of
& swallow-tailed pennon on & spear, with the girdle fastened
by the middle in a common knot about a foot below the bot-
tom of the flag.
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the evening of the 25th of November. Through-
out the 26th, the symptoms of an intended attack
grew stronger every hour. The Raja’s infantry
and large masses of cavalry, in bodies called goles,
of various strength and number, began to show
themselves on all sides; and every gun that
could be got ready was wheeled out of the arsenal
and brought to bear directly upon some part of
our position. But there was yet no official mes-
sage or communication from the Raja. The best
defensive dispositions were made, that the nature
of the ground and the limited time would allow.
The force at Nagpoor consisted of two Madras
battalions of N. L, the first of the 20th, and the
first of the 24th, both reduced considerably by
sickness. There were also two companies form-
ing the Resident’s escort, three troops of the 6th
Bengal cavalry, and a detachment of the Madras
artillery, with four 6-pounders. Lieutenant-colo-
nel Scott, of the st battalion of the 24th N. L,
commanded the whole; and the foﬂowmg was
his plan of defence. i e T
The Residency lies to the west of the city of
Nagpoor, and is separated from it by a small ridge
running north and south, having two hills at its ex-
tremities, called the Seetabuldee hills, about three
hundred and thirty yards apart. That to the
north was the higher, though much the smaller of
the two; upon it were posted three hundred men of
he 24th N. 1., with one of the 6-pounders, under
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the command of Captain Sadler.. The 20th and
the escort were stationed on the larger hill, with
the rest of the 24th and of the artillery ; and the
three troops of cavalry in the grounds of the
Residency, together with some light infantry to
keep off the. hovering parties of the enemy’s
horse, but under orders not to advance into the
plain against them. The women and valuables
were lodged at the Residency.

At sunset of the 26th of November, as our
picquets were placing, they’ were fired .upon by
the Raja’'s Arab infantry.: Iminediately afer-
wards, his artillery opened on: the position; and
was answered by ours from the hilis. - Our men
were much ‘exposed, particularly those on the
smaller hill, the summit of which was not broad
enough for the brow to afford any protection.
There was also a basar to the north-east of this
hill, that approached close to.its foot; here the
Raja’s Arab infantry were posted, and kept up a
very galling fire from- under cover of the huts and
houses, which cut up our people most severely.
The firing did not cease with the daylight, but
contimued with little intermission till about two
o'clock of the morning, by which time we had
sustained a heavy loss, particularly on the smaller
hill, where some assaults had been attempted that
were repulsed with great difficulty. Captain Sad-
ler, the officer in command there, was killed ; and "
Captain Charlesworth likewise, the next in com-
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mand, was wounded in the defence of this impore
tant point. ‘

After two o'clock there was an intermission of
the enemy’s fire for some hours, with only now -
and then an occasional shot. Our troops availed
themselves of the opportunity to strengthen their
position and make up fresh cartridges. This was
an awful moment for those who were at leisure, to
calculate upon the prospects of the morrow. It
was evident, that what had passed was only the
prelude of a more serious contest, when day should
reappear. We had already suffered much; and
if the attack were renewed with tolerable perse-
verance by a constant succession of troops, it was
quite manifest that our battalions, however well
they might behave, must in the end be overpow-
ered. The numbers of the assailants would allow,
and, indeed, suggest this mode of acting; and
this seemed to be their design, as far as could be
judged froin their previous conduct. "

From the unavoidable haste with which :the
position on the Seetabuldee-hills had been eccu~
pied, as well as the want of entrenching tools in
sufficient abundance, mo artificial defences had
been added to the natural strength of the ground.
This omission was now remedied in the best man-
ner the time would allow, by placing along the
exposed brow of the hills, especially of the smaller
“one, sacks of flour and wheat, and any thing else
capable of affording cover to the men. It was
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also deemed proper to confine the defence of .the
latter to the summit, many men baving been lost
from being placed in exposed situations on the de-
clivity. The men of the 24th were also relieved
early in the morning by a detachment from the
20th, and by the escort, to whom was intrusted
the defence of this important post, the key of the
whole position.

At daybreak, the fire recommenced with more
fury than before, additional guns having been

brought to bear during the night. The enemy
* fought too with increasing confidence, and closed
upon us during the forenocon. The Arabs in the
Raja’s service were particularly conspicuous for
their courage and resolution; and to them the
assault of the smaller hill had been allotted.
Goles of horse also showed themselves to the west
and north, as well as to the south of the residency
grounds, so as to oblige Captain Fitzgerald, who
commnanded the cavalry, to retire further within
them, in order to prevent any sudden coup-de-main
in that quarter. :

About ten o'clock in the morning, an accident,
which happened to the screw of the gun on the
smaller hill, created some confusion, and rendered
it for a few minutes unserviceable. The Arabs
saw their opportunity, and rushed forward with
loud cries to storm the hill. Our men were dis-
concerted, and the smallness of the total force
having made it impossible to hold a support in
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readiness for such an extremity, the hill was car-
ried before the gun and the wounded could be
brought off : the latter were all put to the sword.
The Arabs immediately turned the gun against
our post on the larger hill, and with it and two
more guns of their own, which they brought up,
opened a most destructive fire on the whole of
our remaining position. The first shot from the
captured gun killed two officers, Doctor Neven,
the surgeon, and Lieutenant Clarke of the 20th ;
the second, a round of grape, was fatal to the
Resident’s first assistant, Mr. George Sotheby *,

® At the moment of receiving the wound, Mr. Sotheby
was addressing the men of the escort, who had escaped from
the smaller bill, and endeavouring to rally them and revive
their spirits. A pistol be had in his girdle was struck on the
handle by a grape shot, that forced the wuzzle into his

. body, and inflicted & desperate wound, of which he died in
the course of a few hours.

.This gentleman was originally of the Bombay Civil Ser.
vice, but had been tempted by early ambition to try bis for-
tune in the eollege of Bengal, where bis successful studies
obtained him the highest possible distinction, smd secured
bkim employment under the Sopreme Government. He
thenceforward attached himself to the political line, and his
abilities in this department had already been conspicuous on
many occasions ; nor was there any one of the junior officers
of the department, whose repmation stood so deservedly
high, or whose services were more justly valued by -the
Governor-general. He was on the eve of rising to a station
that must soon have led to fame and forturne; but after the
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and' totally disabled four men besides. The fire
from the smaller hill was so destructive, as
greatly to distress the troops on the larger, which
it completely commanded. The -Arabs too,
flushed with their late success, were seen ad-
vancing in great numbers along the ridge, as if
with the design of attacking ~that remaining
point : while the attention of our small party was
divided between them on one side, and the main
body of the enemy in the plain to the south, who
were also closing fast. The prospect was most
discouraging ; and, to add to the difficulty of the
crisis, an alarm had spread amongst the followers

rugged part of hig career had been surmounted, was un-
fortunately thus cut off, when just on the point of reaching
the summit of his hopes and expectations. . The loss of a
man of merit, from whom the state has received good service,
is a subject of public regret at all times; but the interest felt
is enhanced in 8 tenfold degree, when the individual is yet
the object of public hope, and is suddenly snatched away, ere
it has been fully realised. Independently. of any private
sympathy for the deceased, the death of one so generally
known and esteemed as George Sotheby, considering the cir-
‘cumstances under which it occurred, could not have been
passed over with the bare mention of his name among
the list of slain, . The compiler of this work is, however,
proud to acknowledge, that this notice is equally a tribute
paid to private friendship ; for he long enjoyed the intimacy
of the deceased, and had personal experience of his worth.

He was in his thirtieth year when his death occurred in the
manner related. '
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and families of the Sepahees, whose lines were to
the west of the smaller hill, now occupied by the
Arabs ; and the shrieks of the women and chil-
dren contributed not a little to damp the courage
of the native troops. They would scarcely have
sustained a general assault, which the enemy
seemed evidently to meditate.

Just at this critical moment, the spirits of all
were raised to the highest pitch of enthusiasm, by
observing a most successful and unexpected
charge of the cavalry upon an immense gole of
the enemy’s horse. Captain Fitzgerald had kept
himself in reserve within the residency grounds,
until the enemy, accumulating on all sides, and
closing every instant more and more, brought at
last a couple of light guns to bear upon him, the
fire of which occasioned several casualties in his
line. Seeing now that the case was one of abso-
lute extremity, he resolved to charge the gole
that most immediately threatened him, in order,
- if possible, to capture these guns. The resi-
dency grounds were bounded on that side by a
dry nulla, which the charge had to cross. Cap-
tain Fitzgerald himself led the column; and as
soon as thirty ar forty men had got over, ad-
vanced at once upon the enemy. They retired
before bim as he pushgd‘forwards, until, having
passed to some distance beyond the guns, and
seeing that the Mahrattas were making a demon-
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stration of surrounding his small party, he come~
manded a halt. In the mean time, the:rest of
the cavalry had also crossed the nulla, and fol-
lowed the advance, but had very judiciously
stopped short on reaching the abandoned guns
These were immediately turned upon the enemy
'by the men of the regiment, all of whom had been
trained to the use of ertillery, as a part of their
ordinary discipline. Their well-directed fire kept
the Mahrattas at a distance, while.two other guns
that had also been brought in advance were simi-
larly captured. The latter were instantly spiked;
but the cavalry retired with the former, dragging
them back into the residency grounds, and firing
as they retreated.

The sight of what was passing on the plain
below damped the courage of the assailants, in
proportion as it elevated the spirits of our men.
The firing was now recommenced from the larger
hill with loud huzzas, and every one was watch-
ing the opportunity to recover the smaller one
from the Arabs. An opportunity was very soon
offered by the explosion of a tumbril on the spot,
which created a similar confusion to that of which
the enemy had lately taken advantage. The cir-
cumstance was no sooner observed, than a party
from the larger hill, headed by several officers,
who darted forwards without any particular or-
ders, rushed to the attack, and drove the Arabs
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from the post at the point of the bayonet,recovering
our own gun as well as capturing the two others
brought up by the enemy. Amongst the rest,
Captain Lloyd of the Resident’s escort distinguish-
ed himself on this occasion, as did Lieutenant
Grant, the adjutant of the twenty-fourth, who,
though twice wounded, was amongst the foremost
of the party, and received a third and mortal
wound in the assault. The tide of success had
now turned, and Apa Saheb’s troops gave way on
every side. The Arabs, however, still remained
in force about their bazar to the north-east of our
position, until a brilliant charge was made upon
them by Cornet Smith with a troop of the cavalry,
which succeeded in dispersing them, and in cap-
turing two more guns. Our troops now moved
down from the hills, and drove the enemy from
all the surrounding houses and villages, securing
all the guns not previously carried off.

Thus, about noon of the 27th, terminated the
most trying contest that our native army had
ever been engaged in. Its fatigues and anxieties
continued without intermission for eighteen hours.
Under Providence, the success of this action must
be chiefly attributed to the bottom of the troops,
and to the cool decision in the hour of danger
which particularly marked the conduct of the.
officers engaged. . The former quality is entirely
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distinct from any strength ‘of limb or of  mus-
cular power requisite to the long endurance of.
fatigue. It is purely a virtue of the mind, and
consists in & bueyant disposition, that néver will
abandon itself to despair. The natives of India
are of themselves rather prone to throw up the
game as lost upon the slightest reverse; and the
history of its wars, particularly that of the battles
of Aurung-Zeeb, affords abundant instances of the
ruin of a good cause, by yielding to this habitual
despondency. If the characterof the native sepahee
is so different in our service, it is because he acts
rather upon his officer’s judgment than his own ;
and so long as he observes him coolly giving his
orders, sees hope in implicit obedience, and never -
will despair while this ground of confidence re-
mains. The conduct of the British officers en-
gaged at Nagpoor afforded a triumphant display
of that collected judgment under extreme peril,
which, to the glory of the nation, is its peculiar
characteristic. The well-timed charge of Captain
Fitzgerald stands conspienous® amongst the many
brilliant exploits achieved in the campaign. It
was generally allowed to have given the turn to
the tide of success on this day; and, consequently,
to have mainly contributed to the salvation of our
interests within the Nagpoor dominions: to say
nothing of the effect on public opinion, that would
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have been felt throughout India, even to Nipal,
bad Apa Saheb succeeded in cutting off this
brigade.

The number of the combatants on either side
was immensely disproportionate. Altogether, on
our side, there were not more than fifteen hun-
dred fighting men, including the cavalry and ar-
tillery: whereas the Bhoosla Raja had upwards of
ten thousand infantry in the field, and at least an
equal number of horse. His chief reliance, how-
ever, was placed in a body of between three and
four thousand Arabs, who bebaved with great
bravery on this, and, indeed, on all subsequent oc-
casions. Qur loss in killed and wounded amount-~
ed by the returns to three hundred and thirty-
three, being more than one-fifth of those engaged,
a most unusual proportion for the victorious party.
Amongst these were four officers * killed, and
seven severely wounded, besides Mr. Sotheby
above mentioned. The loss on the Raja’s side
was never precisely ascertained ; but it must have
been very severe. #is army was so disheartened
after the action, that it could not be persuaded to

* Captain Sadler and Lieutenant Grant of the 24th Madras
Native infantry, Lieutenant Clarke of the 20th, and Doctor
Neven, assistant surgeon, killed. Captains Charlesworth,
Lloyd, and Pew, wounded severely; also Lientenants Thul-
lier and Bayley, with Comets Smith and Hearsay of the ¢a~
valry, and several others slighty. .
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renew the attack, notwithstanding that a Sepahee
of the escort, who deserted immediately after, re-
presented in strong colours the exhausted condi-
tioni of our troops, and their want of ammunition
for many niore rounds, in order to excite thenrr m'
a second trial.

The result of this action proved the wisdom of’
the resolution of the commanding officer at” Poona:
to advance and meet the enémy, in preference td'
abiding his attack. At Nagpoor, indeed; there-
was no choice; but thté'mu_t':h' greater hazard of"
the contest there proves the superio? advantage of
numbers, when acting on’the offénsive, against
the same odds of skill'and discipline. -

It has been thoughit necessary to be thus parti-
cular it the account of these two affairs, because’
they formed two of the most glorious triumphs of
the war, and becausé the effect, produced by their
issue, pave the Mahrattas a distrust of themselves,:
highly favourable to' the early accomplishment of
Lord Hastings’ views. Both the Péshwa and the
Bhoosla evidently reckoned with certainty on their
ability to overwhelm the small force stationed at
their respective capitals, and were astonished to*
find their utmost means baffled by mieve detach*'
ments. - In proportion as tlisiF estimate of their
own strength had beforé beéh sanguiné, they mow
gave way to despondency; and though Bajee Rao
was sensible that he hidd too long practised the

VOL. IL. G
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arts of duplicity, to be admitted to a reconciliation

on any terms that would leave him in the exer-

cise; of dominion, he never afterwards attempted
any enterprise that showed the smallest confidence
in his means, nor ever rose above the character of
a heartless and desperate fugitive. ' Apa Saheb
had yet something to hope from the known cle-
mency and moderation of the English. As soon,
therefore, as he despaired of the cause he had
espoused, he resolved to establish a claim to for-
giveness by the promptitude of his submission.

Immediately after the action of the 26th and

27th, he sent vakeels to express his sorrow, and

to disavow having himself authorised the attack..

'The Baees, or women of the Raja’s family, also

interceded for him; but Mr. Jenkins refused to,

treat at all, while his army continued in force. .

‘Bajee Rao and Apa Saheb have been accused of
treachery, as well as of a breach of hospitality and-
of the laws of nations, in thus attacking the re-

sidents, who, in their capacity of ambassadors,
might be deemed entitled to a sacred inviolability.
There is, bowever, this palliative to be found for

their conduct; that the Residents had each of.

them an army under his direction, expressly de-
signed for his support against the intrigues or
violence of the court at which he resided. Thus
armed, they of course lost much of the sacred
character of heralds. If justice required, as

-
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dovibtless 'it did, that they should at least have
had ‘the option of retiring unmolested, this option,

- or something equivalent to it, was afforded to Mr.
Elphinstone 3 and if it was not tendered to Mr.
Jenkins, it was merely because, when the matter
was discussed in the Raja’s council,-it was decided
to be useless to make an: offer, which the attitude
he had already assumed showed that the Resident -
had no - thought of accepting. -With respect, to
the treachery of secret previous preparation, if we
allow to a native power the mhstract right of
shaking off our alliance under any eircumstances,
we must concede ‘'t him this further step, as in-
dispensable to its exercise. For, as it is an article
of all our subsidiary alliances, i;hat' a military
force shall be stationed at the capital, it is to be
presumned that open preparations for war would
always be anticipated, and the design frustrated
by the immediate employment of the force against
the person of the prince. Wherefore, if there was
ariy treachery in the conduct of these Mahratta
chiefs, it was not so much in the manner, as in .
the act itself of their defection; for it is in the
essence of our contracts of alliance, that, although
accepted by the native power for the sake proba-

> bly of some present advantage, or to get rid of

some temporary evil of yet harder endurance, the

benefit on our side is intended to be permanent ;

for which purpose, we stipulate for the perpetual
G 2
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continuance of the engagement, and the native
power binds itself to this stipulation. Thus, it is
as much an act of treachery in our ally to attempt
to baulk us of our advantage, by shaking us off
after having got for himself the benefit stipulated
for and contenrplated, as it would be on our part
to leave him to be in the first instance overwhelm-
ed, after having engaged to assist him out of his
difficulties. In this view, the defection of both
these princes was decidedly treacherous, inasmuch
as both, with a full knowledge of the terms on
which alone our aid would be granted, bound
themselves personally and voluntarily to adhere
to them in perpetuity, and neither had any plea
whatever of any default in executing the stipula-
tions on our part, to urge i justification of his
breach in the performance of his own part of the

engagement.
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CHAPTER XV. -

NAGPOOR.—HINDOOSTAN,
‘.18_17, DECEMBER.

Reinforcements to Nagpoor—Colonel Gahan—Major Pitman
' == Brigadier-general Doveton — Brigadier-general Hardy-
man—Terms proposed to the Raja—He temporizes—and

- surrendera—His . eamp attacked—and “carried — Fort of
Nagpoor occupied by Arabs—Besieged and assaulted with-
out success—Arabs capitulate—Reasons for the Raja’s
reinstation—Terms—Dissent of Governor-general—Re-
“tracted—British acquisitions—Reflections—Hindoestan—
Pindarees—Suspicions conduct of regular powers—Effect
on Lord Hastings' plens—Cholera morbus—its virulence
—and symptoms—Centre division arrives at Erich—
Moves back to the Sindh—Movements in pursuit of Pin-
darees—Affair at Bicheetal—Wife of Kureem captured---
Escape through Huraotee—Distress—Exploit of a Havil-
dar—Consequent military dispositions,

<
THE Bhoosla Raja’s defection and attack on the

British Residency did not remain long unpunish-

ed. Troops poured into Nagpoor from every

quarter : some in consequence of the provisional .

requisition of the Resident, others under orders

from Sir Thomas Hislop or the Marquess of Has-
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tings himself. The first reinforcement that ar-
rived was that under Lieutenant-colonel Gahan,
which had on the first alarm been ordered down
from the valley of the Nerbudda., It consisted of
a strong battalion of Bengal infantry, 1st battalion
of the 22d, the remaining three troops of the 6th
Bengal cavalry and two gallopers. This detach-
ment arrived on the 29th of November, and gave
entire confidence to the troops in position on the
Seetabuldee hills, which till then had been under
very considerable apprehension of a second attack,
and of the ultimate failure of their stores and am-
munition. Mr. Jenkins had on the preceding day
agreed to a suspension of arms, at the Raja’s re-
" quest, in order to allow time for this reinforce-
ment to join without molestation ; holding out,
however, to Apa Saheb the necessity of disband-
ing or separatmg himself from his army, as an
indispensable preliminary to a restoration of peace
on any terms. b
Major Pitman, who brought up the second re-
inforcement, was at Omraotee on the frontier of
Berar, when he received a hasty note despatched
by Mr. Jenkins on the night of the 25th of No-
vember, while the issue of the attack was yet
doubtful. He immediately forwarded the note to
“Brigadier-general Doveton, who was then at Jafu-
rabad, and set off himself with two battalions and
a few of the Nizam’s reformed cavalry, hastening
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his march in the hope of arriving at the scene of
danger in time to afford relief. - He reached Nag-'
poor on the 5th of December. Brigadier-general
Doveton followed with the whole secend division
of the army of the Dukhun, and entexed that city
with the light troops in advance. on the 12th of
December. The rest of the division came up two:
days afterwards, This officer’ rightly judged’ the
re-establishment of affairs at Nagpoor to be an
object of superior importance to the occupation or.
probably the reduction of Aseergtirli; which was
the duty originally assigned to him in the general
plan of operations. Indeed, it was of the ntmost
consequence that the'Bhoosla should be crushed.
as early as possible, in order that .other potentates
might be deterred, by the rapid and.exemplary
punishment of his defectlon, from follow:ng in the
same career.

. In addition to the formldable force thus collected
at Nagpoor, the Marquess of Hastings, immediately
on hearing of the attack made upon the brigade
there stationed, ordered down Brigadier-general
Hardyman with the corps of observation under his
command, in Rewa. This officer, not receiving
the order until the 6th of December, did not
reach the neighbourhood until every thing had
been already adjusted by General Doveton. His
force was, however, of use in reducing Jubulpoor,
where it gallanily routed a considerable body of
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troops opposed to it in the field, and in accupying
the, Bhoosla territory to the noyth and in the
valley of the Nerbudda ; and its further advance
was countermanded, to allow of its being so em-
ployed. . In the mean .time, Brigadier-gcneral
Doveton, having allowed his froops a day to
recover from the fatigue of their long and ha-
rassing marches, had proceeded to enforce upon
Apa Saheb the acceptance of such terms as
should break his military power, and rednce him
far the future to a state of entire dependence on
the British government. '

On the morning of the 15th of December, Mr.
Jenkins offered to the Raja the following terms
of submission, as the only means of saving his
army from attack, and himself from absolute
ruin. The Raja to acknowledge, that by bis de-
fection he had placed his territories at the mercy
of . the British government, which was conse-
quently absolved from all ties towards himself;
and free to dispose of them at pleasure; to.give
up all his artillery, leaving it to the discretion of
the British authoritics to restore such as they
might think proper; to disband the Arabs and
other mercenary troops, who were to march off
in the directions assigned, leaving the city and
fort of Nagpoor to our occupation. Apa Saheb
himself was required to come in and reside at the
British Residency, as a hostage for the . per-
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formance of these conditions, and four g'clock of
the next morning was fixed as the limit of time
for his acceptance of them § by which hour, if he
did not submit, it was declared that he would be
sttacked. without further ceremony. He- was,
however, given to understand that, upon accept-
ing the above terms, the former relations would
be restored, and no greater sacrifice required
than a territorial cession sufficient to meet the
charges of the subsidiary force, and due provxsmn
for our future exercise of so much internal con-
tral, as might be necessary to secure us against
a repetition of similar conduct on the part of the
Raja. '

Nurayun Pundit, who, since the breaking out
of hostilities, had been the constant mediator be-
tween Apa Saheb and the British representative,
came several times in the course of the 15th to
temporize and to solicit 8 longer respite. But
Mr. Jenkins insisted on the acceptance of the
terms by the next morning at the latest, though
he extended the pericd to seven o'clock. In the
*evening of the 15th, General Doveton beat to
arms and approached the Seetabuldee position,
where he bivouacked for the night. At six
odock in the momning, Nurayun came again to
say, that the Arabs and other troops would not
allow his' master to come in, and that a longer
time would be indispensable to settle with them,
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and to withdraw them from the artillery which
was to be given up. The acceptance of the cons
ditions- was promised, but a respite of two or
three days was solicited. The period allowed for
Apa Saheb to come in was_nc’iw extended till nine
A. M.; with the understanding, that, by sub-
mission in this particular, he might obtain a
farther extension for the execution of the other
terms prescribed. When the time expired, no-
thing had been done. Brigadier-general Doveton
.accordingly advanced his army, in order of battle,
to a position close upon the Raja’s camp on the
south of the city, from which he had previously
determined to make the attack. Apa Saheb now
gave way entirely to his personal fears, and,
mounting his horse, rode off with his ministers,
Nagoopunt and Ramchundur Wagh, and a few
other attendants, straight to the Residency, where
he delivered himself up to Mr. Jenkins. Notice was
immediately sent to Brigadier-general Doveton,
who halted upon receiving the information. -*The
time for the surrender of the artillery and dis-
banding the army was then brought into dis-
-cussion ; 'the Resident insisting onm the ipstant
execution of the former point, in order to prevent
any clandestine removal of the guns, while the
Raja pressed for a further delay. It was ar-
ranged that the artillery should be abanduned,
and the troops withdrawn to a distance by twelve
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@clock of the same day; and Ramchundur Wagh'
was sent ‘to expedite the requisite arrangements
for - the purpose. - He returned a little before
twelve, reporting every thing to be in®readiness ;
whereupon a couple of hurkaras were sent to the
Brigadier-general, in order that he might detach
a party to’take ‘possession of the guns said to
be so abandoned.. On questioning them more
closely, General Doveton suspected ' that .some
deception was intended ; and accordingly, instead
of sending a party, he resolved to advance his
whole line. He did so by open column of coni-
panies from the right of battaliois. The guides
led him to the arsenal south of the city, where
thirty-six guns were found and taken -possession
of without resistance; a Lascar, however, was. on
the point of applying the match to one of them,
when his arms were seized. The General,
leaving Colonel Scott with a brigade from his left
in possession of these guns, continued his advance
towards the Sukur-Duree gardens, where le
knew there were other batteries. The moment
-that the troops debouched from behind some trees
separating the Sukur-Duree from Nagpoor, a
heavy fire was opened upon their front and right
flank ; no time was therefore lost in forming
inte line for the attack.. The cavalry and
horse artillery on the extreme right, under Co-
Jonel Gahan, made a detour round the Sukur-
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Duree garden, and, after carrying a battery that
opposed them in that quarter, came in flank of
the main position of the enemy; while Colonel
M‘Leod’s division advanced to the attack in front,
under a heavy cannonade. The enemy was
formed in a retiring angle; and after Colonel
M‘Leod had carried the right of his position,
where his strength of infantry was the greatest,
the guns on his left still kept playing on our
reserve, under cover chiefly of his cavalry. Co-
lonel Gahan charged and drove them off, con-
tinuing the pursuif to some distance; but the
guns were not silenced, until stormed shortly
afterwards by a party from the reserve. By
half-past one, seventy-five guns, mortars and ho-
witzers of different calibre and descriptions, were
in our bands. The enemy’s camp was also taken,
with forty elephants, belonging for the most part
to the Raja, and all his camp equipage. The
troops had on this occasion to advance upwards
of one thousand yards in face of a pewerful ar-
tillery ; consequently the acquisition was not
made without loss. Of the Europeans thirty-
nine, and of the natives one hundred and two,
“were killed or wounded ; but fortunately no offi-
cer was amongst the number.

Mun-Bhut and Gunput Rao were the Sirdars
who instigated this resistance. Treachery on the
part of the Raja was not suspected ; though it is
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not improbable that Ramchundur Wigh may
have connived at the abstraction of many of the
guns, under the notion that Brigadier-general
Doveton would have been satisfied with the eap-
ture of those left at the arsenal.- - Such a trick is
so perfectly consistent with the balf-measure
policy pursued throughout by Apa Saheb, as to
leave it by no means clear, that he did not par-
ticipate in the guilt ‘of the blood unnecessarily
shed on this occasion. But the point was never
made the sub.}ect of a special investigation.
Mun-Bhut Rao, with the Arab mfantry, fled
into the city, and occupied the fort, a place of
_considerable strength, . within which were the
Raja’s palaces and other strong buildings. Two
days were spent in endeavouring to persuade
them to evacuate it and retire, on which terms
they were promised a safe conduct to the Nag-
poor frontier. Their' arrears were also paid up
in the course of this negotiation ; yet in the end
they refused to evacuate. The siege of the fort
was accordingly commencéd. By the 20th, 'a
howitzer battery was erected at the foot of the
larger of the Seetabuldee hills, and, on the 21st,
the mound of a tank that lay between it and the
fort, not two huudred and fifty yards from the
western (Jooma) gate, was seized, for the purpose
of being converted into a breaching battery. All
the captured guns that were thought to be of



94 NAGPOOR.

sufficient calibre were brought into this position ;
and though it was soon found, that their fire had
listle effect in comparison with our own 18
pounders, yet on the 23d of December, the gate
was considered to be sufficiently injured, to make
an assault practicable, Accordingly, a storm was
attempted on the morning of the 24th; and four
companies of the Bengal battalion, the 1st of the
22d, headed by a company of the Royal Scots,
and accompanied by the sappers and miners, ad-
vanced to the Jooma gate, in the hope of esta-
blishing themselves there, if not of carrying the
place. At the same time, Colonel Scott led an
attack on the Toolsee-bagh, a garden on the
south of the city, and between it and the river
Nig, while Major Pitman advanced to co-operate
with a detachment of the Nizam’s infantry. The
breached gate was found to be so commanded
from inner walls, as to have all the effect of a
retrenchment ; and the storming party, after
losing many men in attempting to penetrate or
establish themselves, was in the end obliged to-
retire. On this failure, Colonel Scott and Major
Pitman were also recalled. Our loss was ninety
killed, and one hundred and seventy-nine wounded.
Lieutenant Bell, of the Royal Scots, was amongst
the former, and Lieutenants Cameron and Cowell
in the number of the latter.
Brigadier-general Doveton now saw that the
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place could not be taken without a more efficient.
battering trainy he theréfore resolved to-wait the:
arrival of that attached to his own force . fromr
Akola, hefore he ventured to renew his operations.
_ The Arabs, however, feeling that they had alveady.
done enough for their honour, and that, being en~
tively without hope of support, their ultimate reduc-
tion was almost inevjtable, resolved to make the best
advantage of their successful resistance, by offer-.
ing to evacuate on terms. They accordingly pro-
posed to march out with their families, baggage,.
private property, and arms.- . The proposition was-
immediately accepted, as time was a principal
consideration with us: and the garrison evacugted
the fort on the 30th of December, and was escort~
ed beyond the Nagpoor frontier by a detachment
formed for the purpose., Mun-Bhut surrendered,
himself to the Resident on the same day. ,
The military operations against the Bhoosla
state were thus happily brought to a finak conclu-
sion, within little more than a month from: the
commencement .of hostilities by the Raja. No-
thing now remaived, but to make such a settle
ment of the Nagpoor government, and of the
relations of the state with the British, as should
give us complete security for the future, and some
indemnification also for the past. There were
many important considerations involved in-the
choice of the course to be now adopted, which ren-
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dered it desirable that the views of the Governor-
general should first be ascertained. * But the com-
munication had hitherto been so completely cut.
off, that no instruction as .to the treatment of
Apa Saheb, in the event of his submissign, had
" yet been received. The Raja still continued at-
the Residency: and, as he was impatient to re-
turn to the palace, upon which the British flag
was now flying, there seemed to be no ground
for his further detention. The case, therefore, ap-
peared to require the Resident to act upon his
own responsibility, and come to some agreement,
or at least lay the foundation for a final settlement
without further delay. Mr. Jenkins had seen no
cause to be dissatisfied with the conduct of the
Raja since he had voluntarily surrendered himself?
on the contrary, he regarded the circumstance of
the abandonment of so many guns at the arsenal,
as well as the subsequent payment of the arrears
due to the Arabs as soon as demanded, as clear
proofs that he had exerled himself both sincercly
and sedulously to execute the conditions demand-
ed of him; so that, although he had not come in
within the prescribed time in the first instance,
nor surrendered the whole of the guns, nor quietly
dishanded the troops, nor given up the city and -
fort, agreeably to the letter of the stipulations, still,
as his personal surrender had been received when
he did come in, and as the failure of performance



‘NAGPOOE. 97

in pther respects ‘arcse from ¢auses apparently bes
yond his control, the. Resident did not "consider
“his clalm to be reinstated, with'the limitations and
sacmﬁces he had been led to expect on his submis-
- sion, tg be at all weakened by subséquent events.
Yet, whxle he felt the necessity of permitting the -
~ fallen prince to resume bis station, he was no less
sensible of the iinppssibility of placing further con-
- fidence in one, who had proved himself to ‘bé so
inveterately addicted to intrigue, and so complete
" a Mahratta at. heart. His military power had
fortunately been annihilated ; but the resources of
the Nagpoor territory, if left to Apa Saheb’s uns
controlled disposal, presented means of further
mischief, which .there could be little doubt he
would "avail himself of, unless checked ‘with a
stroﬁg hand. In. preparing ‘the definitive treaty
for the Raja's acceptanceé, -Mr. Jenkins, -therefore;
resolved to assume and act upon the principle, of
reducing the head of the Bhoosla state to the con-
dition of 2 mere pageant, and giving the British !
government a control over every branch of internat
as well as of external administration, to the extent
of imposing a ministry of its own selection, though
composed of native subjects of the Raja. The forts
of the eountry were, according to this plan, to be
open to the discretionary introduction of British gar-
risons3 and, for securing the subordination of the
capital, the Seetabuldee hills were to be fortified.
voL. 1L a:
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In fact, we were to have complete military occue-
pation of the whole country ; and, after his recent
experience of the character of the ruling prince,
the Resident could not consider any less security
as either solid or permanent. In addition to the
powers of general control, territory equal to the
full charge of the subsidiary force (ahout twenty-
four lakh of rupees) was to be ceded in perpetuity,
in lien of the present annual payment of seven and
a half lakh, which only provided for the extraor-
dinary field charges of the troops. The districts
proposed to be demanded were, those held by
the Raja, north of the Nerbudda, including Sir-
Gooja, Jushpoor, Sohagpoor, and Sumbhulpoor
to the east; all the valley to the south of the
river, and as far as Chupara, between Jubulpoor
and, Nagpoor; together . with Mooltaya, Bytool,
Gawilgurh, and all the Raja’s remaining posses-
sions in Berar. :

Mr. Jenkins had drawn ap a treaty on the above
basis, and was.on the point of submitting it to
the Raja’s acceptance, preparatory to his reiustal-
Jation; when, on the 2d of January, he received
the instructions issued by the Marquess of Has-
tings, on first hearing of the defection of the
Bhoosla prince. These instructions peremptorily
forbad any personal reconciliation whatsoever, di-
recting the young grandson of Ragoojee, by the
daughter married to Gooja Apa, to be placed on
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duct of a regericy of oir own selection. - The de~
position of Apa Saheb' was considered to be indis-
pensable, both’ as a punishment for his defection
at so critical a period, ‘and from a conviction, that
he could no longer be trusted even with the sem-
blance of authority. The powerful motives that
had swayed the mind of Mr. Jenkins, were wholly
unknown to' his Lordship at this tithe: conse~
quently, when' indistinct aécounts of the recent
occurrences at Nagpoor, subsequent to the arrival
of General Doveton at that city, were received by
his Lordship from differenf quarters, befote the
official reports of the negotiations came to hand,
the veto against thé reinstallation of Apa Saheb
was twice repeated, under the supposition of his
reiterated default in the performance of his en~
gagements ; unless the British government should
have been already too far committed fo retract
with honour.

" In consequence of the retelpt of these instruc-
tions, Mr. Jenkins delayed to submit to the Raja
his own draft of the definitive treaty, substituting
a provisional engagement, which stipulated, that
he should retain the guddee until the pleasure of
the Governor-general should be known; but with
8 proviso for an eventual settlement on the basis
above set forth, in ease the Marquess of Hastings
shounld confirm his restoration. The Resident -

H 2
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confidently expected this confirmation, as soon
as all the circumstances should have been made
known ; ‘and in this he judged rightly. For the
-Governor-general, on receiving the ample details
contained in the official despatches, which, how-
ever, were a long time on the road, became sensi-
ble of the necessity of replacing Apa Saheb, not
so much with a view to the immediate and advan-
tageous settlement of affairs in that quarter, as
from respect to the moral obligation to do so,
under the circumstances of his surrender. Asa
matter of policy, it may be right to mention, that
the Baees along with the infant grandson of Ra-
goojee, who was nine or ten years old, and had
already the title of Bala-Saheb, had, with Goojur
Apa his father, been sent off against their will to
Chanda, before General Doveton’s arrival. This
could not have been prevented at the time; nei-
ther would it have been possible to have secured
the person of the young prince, in the event of
the most complete success of our arms, after all
the reinforcements had come up. To have pro-
claimed the boy would, therefore, have only had
the effect of occasioning his instant death; after
which we should have had a long and harassing
war to wage against the actual sovereign, unaid-
ed by any party i the state, or any head round
which the malcontents might rally. '
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Convinced by the representatlon of these diffi-
culties, Lord Hastmgs in the end approved of the
propositions submitted by Mr. Jenkins, and di-
rected the treaty to be concluded on the basis
above described, which was done in the ensuing
month of February. However, when the specific
cessions demanded came to be discussed, along
with the other provisions for the control of the
Raja’s internal adxiunisti'ation, Apa Saheb pfessed
with a.pparent earnestness, that the whole country
should be taken under British rule, with a reser-
vation of one-fourth of the revenues for his per-
sonal expenses, under a guarantee that t‘ms pro-
portion should not .fall short of fifteen lakh of
rupees. For such an income, he offered to for-
swear his independence and abandqn the cares of
government altogether, and to range himself in
the same class with the Nuwabs of the Carnatic
and of Bengal But the offer being saddled with
other expensive provisions for creditors and rela-
tions of the Raja, and the possession of the coun-
try by the British government being on other
grounds not desirable, it was not thought fit to
entertain it. By the arrangement actually con-
cluded, we obtained the cession of territory
that stood in the Bhoosla accounts as yielding
a net revenue of 22,47,200 rupees, after de-
ducting alienations and demands of all kinds.
The ceded country was fertile, and, with the
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exception of the jungul tract south of Buhar,
well watered by the Nerbudda and its tributary
streams. 'Through the exertions of the troops
commanded by General Hardyman, who defeated
the Sooba of Jubulpoor in a brilliant affair on the
19th of December, as before stated, and of the
reserve brigade of the subsidiary force under Lieu~
tenant-colonel M‘Morine, which was equally suc-
cessful against Sudoo-Baba of Birinugur on the
'15th of January, the whole had been brought un.
der subjection before the end of the latter month,
except the forts of Chouragurh and Mundela;
and the considerable resources it afforded were
made available to the operations of the current
season.

It is impossible to close the account of this par-
tion of the tramsactions at Nagpoor, without re-
marking on the extreme weakness and irresolution
betrayed throughout by Apa Saheb. He might
perhaps be excused for not concerting the time of
his defection with the Péshwa, so that both ats
tacks should have been made the same day; for
the character of Bajee Rao warranted the precau-
tion of waiting to see him actually committed,
before his ally should stir a step. But, after the
resolution to join the confederacy was once form-
ed, and after collecting an overwhelming force,
which he assured himself must everpower the

brigade at Nagpoor, his long hesitation before the
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attack was authorised, his disavowal of it after:
the failure, and his :paltry attempt to throw -on.
Mun-Bhut the whole responsibility,. in. the hope.
thus to escape himself, were acts of the most de-
cided pusillanimity. He never seems to: have:
known his own mind from first to last, but be-
trayed the greatest weakness and want of judg-.
ment, in so soon abandoning the cause he bad
espoused, before it was by any means desperate ;,
and particularly in not renewing the attack after
the first repulse, when he knew our troops must
be exhausted. [Instead of doing so, he remained
idle at Nagpoor, till 'the arrival of General Dove-.
ton with an overpowering force, without making
any effort whatever to obstruct that officer’s march,
or te cut off either of the detachments which pre~
ceded him, He must have felt, and indeed was
explicitly told, that he could be admitted. to no
reconciliation that would leave him political inde.
pendence or the reality of power: but sovereignty.
on any terms, though but a mere shadow, was
too dearly prized in possession, to allow him firly
te commit it to the hazardous chance of a pro-
tracted struggle for the substance. No country
was ever better adapted to desultory warfare than
the Bhoosla territory; the whole is a continued
" tract of mountains, ravines, and junguls, forming
altogether as difficult a theatre of war as any i
existence. Subsequent experience has proved the
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facility, with which, had he retired with his army
unbroken, he might have prolonged the comtest:
indefinitely ; and, by giving occupation to a large
proportion of our military force, have prevented
that concentration of means for the destruction of
bis confederate, the Péshwa, which was afterwards
so successfully directed to that object. However,
there can be no doubt, that both must have fallen
in the end; but a great difference might have
been made in the time, the charge, and the trou-~
ble, it would have cost us to effect our purpose.
It was the peculiar merit of Lord Hastings’ plan
of operations, to have placed such means at com.
mand, as should make the cause of the Mahrattas
desperaté under any combination of circumstances;
and the further we trace the detail of events in
their order of occurrence, the more reason shall
we find to admire the forecast, which so disposed
those means, that not one adverse circumstance
or occasion of danger arose, without its remedy
and corrective being found ready at hand. This
will be particularly observable as we proceed with
the narrative of the transactions on the side of
Hindeostan, to which quarter it is time again to
turn our attention.

The march of the three divisions of Malcoln,
Adams, and Marshall, fo Tullain, Bairsea, and
Basouda, and the advance of the last named to
Seronj, had eompletely driven the Pindarecs out
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of their hannts in Malwa by the’end of Novem-
ber. As above related, the durras of .Kureem
and . Wisil Mohummed retreated northward by

Nya-Sera¢e on the main road to Gwalior; while
Cheetoo moved off in a westerly direction, .as well
to avail himself of the support he expected from
the army of Holkur, which was already assembled
in force, as to fall back on the position of Juswunt
Rao Bhéo, .one. of Sindheea’s commanders, from
whom he had obtained assurances, of protection;
and of a refuge for his famﬂy in ‘the  strong fort of
Kumulner.

. The disposition of . Holkur 8 tmhta.ry began, at
thls time, to assume a decidedly hostile character.
The march of the main body of the Pindarees
towards Gwalior, and the uniform conduct of
Sindheea’s captains, as well as the reluctance of
the chief himself to execute the conditions of the
treaty of concert he had lately mgned under com-
pulsion, seemed to indicate a similar bias in that
durbar. It was also deubtful, whether Ameer Khan
would ratify the engagements of his.agent at
Dechlee. Connecting all these appearances, there-
fore, with the opeil resort of the Péshwa and of
the Bhoosla to arms, there was certainly ground
to apprehend the worst from the aspect of affairs
at the close of the month of November. The
Goorkhas of Nipdl too were collecting their forces,
and known to be in close communication with the
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powers of Hindoostan; so that the slightest re~
verse, in the temper of men’s minds at the time,
would soon have been magnified into a disaster,
capable of involving the whole of India in one ge-
neral combustion, The success at Nagpoor, how-
ever, confounded all their calculations, and ope-
rated powerfully to destroy the vain illusions of
the ill-disposed. Ameer Khan ratified the treaty
of his agent on the first receipt of the intelligence;
communicating :to 8ir David Ochterlony the cir-
cumstances of the battle, and using many expres-
sions of wonder and admiration at the conduct of
the troops engaged, with whose numbers he was
perfectly acquainted. But the spirit which had
been excited, was not every where so soon al-
layed; and in Hindoostan, as well as in the
Dukhun, there were moments, when the firmness
and decision of those intrusted with the chief di-
rection of affairs were distinctly called forth inte
action. The sudden developement of the extent
of combination, which had been organizing against
us, might have induced many to contract their
views, in proportion to the inereasing cloud of
difficulties; but had a contrary effect upon the
mind of the Governor-general. To his eye, these
.crude attempts to thwart his plans presented but
the means of establishing the settlement he de-
signed for India upon a broader and more solid
foundation; so just and so unbounded was his re-
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liance, on the machmery he had prepared for the
accomphshment of his purpose.. :
Unlooked-for circumstances, however, combined
to put his Lerdship’s fortitude to the test. Having
by his advance to the Sindh enforced upon Sind-
heea the acceptance of the treaty of eoncert, he
was, in the middle of November, moving leisurely
with the centre division to take up such a position,
as might be calculated to connect the object of
keeping that chief in awe, with the interception
of the Pindarees, should they aftempt to penetrate
" by the north or east : when his army was afflicted
with a pestilence as violent and destructive, as
any recorded in the pages of history. The ma-
lady, from some similarity in its principal features
to that previously kmown by medical men under-
the title of the cholera morbus, has usually heen
designated by this appellation. It was, however,
decidedly epidemic, and, like all similar visitationg
of nature, its source is matter of pure conjecture,
though its progress has been distinctly traced. It
was first observed in the Delta of the Ganges, -
about the commencement of the rainy season of
1817 ; and, from the early part of September, its
ravages were felt at Calcutta, where for a long
time it destroyed upwards of two hundred persons
daily. . Spreading thence up the course of the
Ganges and its tributary waters, it reached the
camp of Brigadier-general Hardyman about the
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beginning of October; but as it was pitched in a
healthy country, and his force consisted of but
one Eurepean and one native battalion, with a re-
giment of cavalry, the destructive effects of the
disease, though serious, were not particularly
marked, in comparison with what had previously
been felt in its progress thither. Continuing
westward, however, it fell with extraordinary
wviolence upon the army commanded by Lord
Hastings in person, which it overtook very soon
after the conclusion of the treaty with S8indheea.
The year was one of scarcity, and grain had been
collected for the troops and camp followers with
extreme difficulty, and of course of very inferior
quality. That part of Bundelkhund, where the
division was encamped when ‘the disease first
showed itself, was, moreover, low and notoriously
unhealthy, besides which, except when obtained
from running streams, the water was generally in-
different. The time of the year too was pre-
cisely that, at which the heat of the day is
most strongly contrasted with the cold - of the
night. All these circumstances, superadded to the
crowded state of the camp of so large an army,
gave to the epidemic, when it did break out, a
degree of violence much exceeding what it had
manifested in other parts of the country. For
about ten days, that it raged with particular fury
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the whole camp was a hospital*; and the deathsin:
this short period amounted, according to the near-
est estimate that could be made, to a tenth of the.
whole number collected. Europeans and natives,
fighting men and camp followers, were alike affect-
ed; but the latter, being generally worse clothed
and fed, suffered in a greater proportion, Of the
Europeans there were fewer cases of seizure ; but
those which occurred were more frequently.
fatal, and usually so within a few hours. The
camp continued for some days to move eastward,
in the hope of finding.a better climate, as soon as,
it should reach the Betwa 3 but each day of march,
many dead and dying were abandoned on the.
route, and many more fell down on the road, for
whom it was impossible to furnish the means of,
transport, though the utmost possible provision,
had been made by the previous distribution of carts,
and elephants for the accommodation of the sick.
Such indeed was the general distress, that, so

® The narrator himself lost seven domestic servants and &
moonshee in about four days, besides twelve others who
were sick and unserviceable for a month, out of an establish-
ment of filty-three; and others of the staff were equal suf-
ferers. The fighting men filled the whole of the hospitals
in the first two days; and for servants and followers every

man's tent was his only receptacle, and himself the only
doctor.
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long as the epidemic raged, even the healthy were
broken in spirit, and incapable of labour or fatigue ;
while the bazars and public establishments were
deserted, and the whole efficiency of this fine army
was, for the time, apparently destroyed.

The symptoms of the disease may be described
in a few words. Its approach was indicated by a
giddiness that came on suddenly and without
warning, attended with an immediate and total

prostration of strength; insomuch, that men fell
from their horses in the line of march, and were
unable afterwards to rise from the ground, though
perfectly well when they had started in the morn-
ing. A nausea succeeded, with purging and
vomiting, so violent as to defy the power of me-
dicine. Laudanum was generally given at this
stagé in large quantities; but the stomach would
retain nothing, throwing up a peculiar green
or whitish fluid. After this, the patient was
seized with cramps and coldness from the extre-
mities upwards, even to the parts about the heart.
In the midst of his agonies, he felt a burning thirst,
and called incessantly for cold water, but vomited
it the instant it was given. This lasted from
twenty-four to forty-eight hours, and the person
affected, either died under its severity, or was
left in a state of such extreme debility, that the .
utmost power of medicine availed nothing. .The
cure was very rare, when these spasmodic affec-
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tions came on with any- degree of violence: It
was observed of this malady, that neither the
voice, nor the power of swallowing, nor the intel-
lect, were ever lost, while life remained ; also, that
after death the bodies' had a peculiar 'smell,
which was immediately perceptible at some dis-
tance. Medical men have mnever yet discevered
wherein the disease lay; much less have they
found any probable cure. Laudanum or opium
to allay the irritation within, and- calomel,: the
‘universal specific of India, with stimulants when
the patient is about to sink from exhaustiom,
formed the general practice, on -the first appear«
ance of the disease : bleeding has since been tried
with effect, when administered shortly after the
first attack, but it is in vain to try this remedy
after the cramps have commenced. The hot
bath has also been occasionally adopted success-
fully in different stages of' the. disease, and so
have other remedies of more eapricious seleetion.
The most experienced’ medical men. are. not

quite agreed as to the precise cotirse that is most
efficacious.

Towards the end of November, the Governor-
general had reached a healthy station at’ Erich
on the Betwa, and the epidemic had visibly ex-
pended its virnlence. The camp was, however,
still crowded with convalescents, when the march
of the Pindarees towards Gwalior threatened to
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call for the active exertions of the centre division,
and the personal appearance of its noble com-
mander upon the scene of operations.

It has before been mentioned, that one detach~
ment had been sent from this division, under
Major Cumming, to cover the civil station of
Bundelkhund. This had subsequently been
pushed forward as far south as Tehree; while a
second detachment, chiefly of cavalry, under Co-
lonel Philpot of His Majesty's 24th dragoons, was
in the course of November stationed at Burwa-
Sagur, so as completely to connect the centre
division at Erich, with that of General Marshall,
then moving on Seronj. But, as soon as it was
ascertained that the dwrras of Kureem, and -of
Waisil Mohummed, had decamped to the north-.
ward, Lord Hastings ordered the detachment
from Burwa-Sigur to move through Dutteea,
across the Sindh, to cut them off from Gwalior ;
and, at the same time, seeing reason to suspect
the fidelity of his ally to his new engagements, he
again marched upon the Sindh, from his station
near Erich, calling in. the detachment- from,
Tehree. This movement had the double object
of giving a support to Colonel Philpot, and more
effectually overawing the counsels of the Gwalior
durbar. His Lordship reached Soonaree, which
is only thirty miles 8. 8. E. of Gwalior, on the
11th of December, where his unexpected ap-
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pearance had the desired effect. Sindheea: was
alarmed, and the Pindarees halted “in ‘consterna~
tion in the. junguls and broken ground -about
Shahabad, not knowing what course to pursue, or
. whither to direct their march. Despairing of 'aid
from Gwalior, they could not retrace their steps;
for General Marshall, - though he had not been
able to make all the progress expected, had ne-
vertheless reached Nya Seraee on the 12th .of
December, .while Colonel Adams was with. his
force at Googul Chupra on the Parbutee;. both of
which points were particularly well adapted to
intercept the return of the marauders southward.
To force the passes of Haraotee to the §. W, or
those of the Chumbul towards Jypoor, seemed
the only modes of escape now left to the fugi-
tives : but the state of the river, and a variety of
precauntions, which-had been taken to strengthen
the principal passes in the’ latter quarter, by
troops from Agra and from: General Donkin’s
division, rendered the passage of the Chumbul,
lower ' than Haraotee, wholly impracticable: . Sir-
David Ochterlony had also arrived with . the re-
serve in the neighbourhood of Jypoor, and: was
prepared to support this line of defencé: "Again,
with respect to escaping by Haraotee, the country
there was in the hands of the Raj-Rana Zalim
Singh, manager for the Raja of Kota, who was
now in strict alliance with us. Immediately
VOL. I 1
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-upon the conclusion of the treaty with Sindheea,
Captain Tod . had .been ordered from .Gwalior,
where he was acting assistant to the Resident,
in order to cement a closer union with this
. -chieftain; and he had not only been successful
in this object, having obtained from the Raj-Rana
the blocking up of all the passes through his
* dominiops, but had further induced him to place
‘a contingent at the disposal of the British au-
thorities, which had for some time been in the
field. . General Donkin also, with the right divi-
sion, arrived at Boondee on the 10th of De-
cember ; and hearing from Captain Tod of the
situation of the Pindarees about Shahabad, was
now in full march eastward to caut them off,
4in case of any effort to-escape 'in that direction.
. On the I3th of December, General Marshall
tmade a move towards Shahabad, where he was
informed the united durras still remained encum-
bered with their baggage and families. At the
same time Colonel Adams. crossed the Parbutee,
and took the same direction, to ce-operate with the
shove movement. Gerieral Marshall -arrived in
the afternoon of the 14th at ‘the Lodwana Ghit,
one’ of those Ieading into Haraotee, which he
found the Pindarees had lately forced, in conse-
quence. of the ill conduct of Zalim Singh’s troeps
there posted. Here be was fold, that ¢he free-
booters were still encamped at Bichee-Tal, a
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short ‘distance..only from the top. of. the -Ght.
Accordingly, he lost no tinie in pushing farward
‘his -advanced. guard with all the cavalry, in the
hope of givitg them a-surprise. * A. party:of
about one thousand .of the best inounted, imrie-
diately: on ‘perceiving the appreach: of the ad-
wance, presented themselves as if to oppose it
but, instead of ebiding ‘& charge, led Colonel
Newbery, who cvommanded thé' cavalry, inta-a
long pursuit, away: from. the route: hy whick the
rest effected their escape  General - Marshall,
however, took ‘nuch baggage that day, notwith.
standing that no more thdn fifty or sixty -of the
enemy were killed. - In the course of his advance
next morning, he found the road strewed -with
loads of grain and other baggage, thrown away in
the -confusion of the flight., - Kiireem and.Wiasil
had moved off ‘westward, intending to cross the
Chumbul by the Loharee Ghét, in .the hope of
being joined by Muhtab Khan; one -of Ameer
Khan's principal-officers, a3 soon as they shonld
penetrate to Jypoor. That Ghat, however, was
guarded by the wing of one of General Donkin’s
battalions, previously detached for the purpose;
and the General himself, after crossing thé Chum.
bul on the 13th, was now in full march towards
Burdd, which lay in the divect line: of their. re-
treat By this voute. The Pindarees did not hear
: 12 :
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of General Donkin's approach, until he had su-
prised their advanced guard, in a night bivouac,
about four miles north-east of Buréd, capturing
the wife of Kiireem Khan, and all his state ele-
_-phants, kettle-drums, standards, and other in-
signia of command. - The main body of the two
durras was then only six miles dista‘nt; but, on
finding themselves intercepted, they instantly
called a council of the leaders, when it was
agreed, that, burning their tents and abandoning
their baggage, all but the elite or fighting men
should disperse, every one free to seek his own
fortune. The two chiefs, with less than four
thousand, all well mounted, went off in the ut-
most haste to the south; and passing to the left
of Colonel Adams’ division, while he was ma-
noeuvring on the right bank of the Parbutee,
made ‘good their passage through Zalim Singh’s
territory, although Colonel Adams, immediately
on- hearing of their flight that way, detached his
cavalry under Major Clarke in pursuit.”  Of those’
left behind, many were cut up by the different
divisions, some in attempting the Loharee Ghit,
and the remainder by the villagers, who now
regarded their destruction -as “certain, and no
longer hesitated to retaliate on them the cruelties
they had so often suffered at their hands. 8o
complete was the despondency of these once for-
midable hordes, and so hopeless their present si-
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tuation, that the appearance df the smallest party:
of our sepahees was enough to. make a large body
of them throw every thing away and disperse.
Availing himself of this feeling, on' the night of
the 23d of Qecember, -an Havildar, -with . only
thirty-four men of Captain Tod’s.escort, ventured
to attack.a very considerable .body, as. it lay
" encamped in a part of Zalim Singh's territories.
The whole galloped off .on the first volley, de-
serting their. camels, and .even. many. of their
hotses 3: but when .the. morning dawned :sooi
after, and they saw the smallness of the party,
they rallied, and showed a disposition to dispute
the prize: The Havildar, howeveyr, mancuvring
as if he was merely the advance guard of a larger
force, put them a second time to flight : nor did
they venture again to turn. - Khooshal Koonwur
a Sirdar of note, was the. commander of the
~ routed party. . The Havildar secured a large
booty, and gained great credit by.the enterprise.
The object having been thus accomplished i
this quarter, Major-general Marshall was ordered
to return with the head-quarters of his division to
Seronj, in order fo be at hand to prevent_ any
_broken parties of the marauders from re-appearing
in their previqus haunts; as well as to hinder
other powers from establishing their jurisdiction
in the territory whence they had just been ex-
pelled, unless with the express authority of the
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Governor-general or Sir Thomas Hislop. The
scene of operations, as far as concerned the Pin«
darees, was now entirely confined to Mewur, in -
which direction Cheetoo had originally retired, and
whither the remains of Kureem's and Wasil's
durras had directed their flight.

A new plan of operations was forthwith densed,
in order to surround them similarly in this quar-

ter. Colonel Adams moved down upon Gungrar
~ to hem them in on the east; while General Don-
kin, recrossing the Chumbul, proceeded to take
post at Shahpoora, westward of the Bunas, so as
to inclose them on the north. The Marquess of
Hastings also- despatched Major-general Brown
from the centre division at Sonaree, with a light
force, composed of the 3d native cavalry, the dro-
medary corps, one troop of horse artillery, and
some companies of light infantry; which, after
being reinforced by a regiment of cavalry ®, some
irregular horse, and a battalion from Major-gene-
ral Marshall's army, was directed to march by
the line of Shahabad, and to the southward of
Haraotee, so_as to be available to the north of
Colonel Adams, in case its services should be re-
quired in that direction. In the mean time, the
divisions from the Dukhun, undey Generals Sir
Thomas Hislop and 8ir John Malcolm, as well as

* Fousth native cav:hy, and 2d bastalion of 1st native
mfantry, ‘
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the army from Goozerit under Sir William Keir,
had become available in the same quarter. But,
before we follow up the-operations against the
Pindarees, it will be necessary to relate the other
more important dransdctions, in which the two.
divisions from the Dukhun had just been involved
with the army of Holkur. B
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CHAPTER XVI.

HOLKUR.—HINDOOSTAN.
1817-18, Decemsin, Janvary, Fepruany.

Brigadier-general Malcolm pursues Cheétoo— Meets the
army of Holkur—Falls back on Oojein—Overtures from
that durbar—Effect of Pishwa's defection—Army advances
—Junction of the divisions of Malcolm and Hislop—Nego-
tiation tried-~Regent put to death--Hostilities—Battle of
Mehudpoor—Junction of the Goozerit division—Terms
offered—Treaty of Mundisbr— Affair of Rampoora—Ef-
fect on Sindbeea—Juswunt Rao Bhio—Afhair of Jawud—
Kumulnér and other forts taken—Final settlement in that
quarter—Pindarees expelled from Mewur—S8urprised at
Kotree—Further pursuit—Submission of Namdar Kban—
Wisil Mohummed—Kureem and bis son—How duposed
of—Cheetoo.

*

IT has been mentioned in the preceding chap-
ters, that 8ir John Malcolm, with the third divi-
sion of the army of the Dukhun, arrived at
Tullain on the 26th of November. Here being
informed of Cheetoo’s flight to-the west, ‘and that
Kureem and Wasil had taken the northward
route, he resolved to move in pursuit of the for-
mer, and proceeded by Sarungpoor to Agur. But
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the mations of the army of Holkur having latterly
‘been very suspicious, it was arranged between the
Brigadier-general and Colonel Adams, that the
latter should move westward also as far as Raj-
gurh-Patun, to afford his support in case of necein
sity. Sir John Malcolm arrived at Agur on the
4th of ‘December, and from this point opened a
communication with Captain Tod at Kota, whose
information confirmed the reports of his own in-
telligencers, representing the intentions of Holkur,
or at least those of his army, to be decidedly. hos-
tile.. The reception of Cheetoo, whose camp was
pitched close to that, of Holkur, ‘and who was
himself admitted to an audience before he set off
to deposit his family with Juswunt Rao Bhio in
Kumulnér, was a sufficient proof of the sentiments
of the ruling party at this durbar, Sir John Mal-
colm, therefore, having in the interim heard that
Sir Thomas Hislop was on his return to Qojein,
resolved to fall back upon that appui, and to let
Colonel Adams advance to the north, in co-ope-
ration with the division of General Marshall,
which was on the point. of moving from Seronj.
It will be necessary to give some explanation of
the conduct of Holkurs administration at this
juncture.

- It will be recollected that it formed pa.rt of
Lord Hastings’ general 'plan, to conclude with
this durbar a treaty of concert similar to that
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effected with Sindheea; with the difference, how-
ever, of detaching Ameer Khan from his depen
dency upon the chief, and procuring the acknow.
ledgment of his independent sovereignty over such
districts as might be in his actual possession.: In
conformity with this plan, a letter had been ad-
dressed to the Regency of Holkur by the Resi«
dent at Dehlee, at the same time that negotiations
were opened with Sindbeea and Ameer Khan,
inviting it to send a confidential agent to Dehlee
to treat, and intimating the terms on which it
was the Governor-general’s wish to form a closer
connexion with the durbar. For along time ne
answer was returned to this communication ; but
on the I5th of November, Mr. Metcalfe received
an overture from the Regent, Toolsee-Baee; offer-
ing to place herself and the young Mulhar Rao
under the protection of the British government.
This overture, though conveyed with much se-
crecy, came either from the ministers of the day,
Gunput Rao and Tanteea Jog, or at least with
their knowledge and concurrence. Accordingly,
on Captain Tod’s being sent to Kota, he was in-
structed to open a communication through the
ministers; and as it was supposed to be the Baee’s
principal object in making the offer, to rid herself’
and her ward of the influence of Ameer Khan and
_ the rebellious emnmanders of infautry, General
Donkin was apprised beforechand of the probability
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that'the: Bace might need the active aid of a Bris
tish force; and this had been one of the objects
of his advance up the left bank of the Chumbul,
- Soon afterwards, however, the news of the
Péshwa's defection' spread abroad, and: the first
"impulse of the sirdars of Holkur was to march im- "
mediately to- the sonth, in order to rally round.
the fegitimate head of the Mahratta nation.- The
intention to move in that direction was soon pub-
licly announced ; but it was at first supposed fo
be a feint on the part of the Baee and her minis«
try, who, finding it impossible to control the sol-
diery, were thought to have taken this step with
a view to deceive them by the appearance of a
cordial unison of sentiment. * But the sirdars were
not to be so deceived; and suspecting ‘that the
ministry was mtmgumg underhand with the Eng#
lish, resolved upon its removal from office. 'On
the 24th of November, Tanteea Jog was accused
in open durbar of a conspiracy to betray the prin~
cipality to the English; and he was accordingly
stripped of his office and placed in close confine-
ment. Gunput Rao was left nominally in the
chief conduct of affairs; but.the real power fell
into the hands of the Putan sirdars, at the head
of whom was Ghufoor Khan, the avowed agent of
Ameer Khan, and Ramdeen, -one of the most con- ‘
siderable of the infantry officers. - The march
from Rampoora was ‘commenced very soon after-
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wards; and it was resolved to move by Indrok on
Mehudpoor, and thence by Indore across the
Nerbudda by the ford of Choolee-Muheshwur.
Every effort was made to collect the dispersed in-
fantry of Holkur's establishment ; and, before the
28th, fourteen additional battalions under Roshun-
Beg and Roshun Khan had joined on the line of
‘march. Things were in this state in the camp of
Mulhar Rao, when Cheetoo formed a junction
with it; and the near approach of Sir John Mal.
- colm brought it more directly into contact with
the British armies. The mutinous troops were
kept together by the promise of being paid their
arrears on arriving at Indore, and the hopes of
all were buoyed up by the expectation of a liberal
supply of money from the coffers .of Bajee Rao, as
soon as they should have crossed the Nerbudda:
assurances to this effect had been received from
Poona but a few days before, so that it was no
time to expect any favourable disposition towards
ourselves, nor indeed was the soldiery inclined to
pay much attention to the remonstrances address.
ed to the sirdars by Sir John Malcolm, in conse-
quence of their reception of Cheetoo; or to the
efforts of that officer to persuade them to relin-
quish the design of espousing the cause of the
"Péhwa. The sirdars themselves, however, were
Liberal of their professions, and answered the let.
ters both of Sir John Malcolm and of the Resident
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at Dehlee,’ mth genéral protestatlons of their de-
sire to maintain the: existing relations of amity.
The march to the south was nevertheless conti-
nued ; all ranks, particularly the regent princess,
expressing the most enthusiastic devotion to the
cause of the Mahratta sovereign.' Seeing, there-
fore, to what issue matters were fast verging, Sir
John Malcolm, as shove me_n,tion_ed, fell back upon
~ Oojein, in "ofder to effect a junction with the
division. of Sir Thomas Hislop. '
The two divisions met' on the 12th of Decem-
ber; and, after a halt of two days at Ocjein, ad-
vanced on the 14th towards the camp  of Holkur,
for the purpose of giving effect to the negotiation.
A draft of treaty was prepared, similar in most
of the terms to that concluded with Sindheeg, and
was proffered to the acceptance of the durbar.
- Its reception was at" first outwardly favourable ;
and, to carry on the deception as long as possible,
a confidential agent was sent to treat and discuss
the several articles. Things continued in this un-
certain state for some days, the two armies lying
all the while within fourteen miles of each other ;
that of Holkur beiog at- Mehudpoor, while Sir

]

Thomas Hislop was at Punbehar, a little to the

north of Oojeid. On the 17th of December, the
mutinous spirit of the Putan sirdars openly gained
the preponderance ; and, distrusting the designs
of Gunput Rao and the Regent Bace, whom they
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still suspected of a secret design to throw them~
selves wpon. British protection, they seized and
confined both, and broke off all further communi~
cation with Sir John Malcolin, It was the gene-
ral feeling of the sirdars, that if the court were to
accede to the terms proposed, they would them-
selves lose all personal comsideration; and there
* was little difficulty in persuading the troops, that
such a measure would necessarily deprive them for
ever of their means of livelihood. In this feeling,
it was unanimously resolved to offer battle to the
English, in_preference to accepting the termsy
and, with a view to prevent any future intrigues
from interfering with the resolution, the regent,
Toolsce Bace, was carried down by night to the
banks of the Soopra, and there put to death, by
. order of Ghufoor Khan and the Putans. .
The ascendancy of the war faction was imme- -
diately apparent in the attacks made upon our
foraging parties, from which cattle were daily
carried off, not without' some loss of Tives. On
the 20th of December, Sir Thomas Hislop, think:
ing thereby to curb this spirit of hostility, ad-
vanced to within seven miles of Holkur's camp
but that very day a picquet of Mysoor horse was
attacked by a party of about two hundred of
Holkur's Barabaee horse, under 'circumstances
which showed that they were not actuated by any
motive of plunder. It was accordingly resolved to
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enforce immediate submission to the terms’ pros
posed to the acceptance of the durbar, or to brmg
on a general action without further delay.-
. On the morning 'of"the:21st of Dece_mber, the
British army aain advanced § but its: march was
more openly opposed by bodies of Holkui’s horse,
which appeared on every side. A letter had been
written over pight to invite the durbar to submis.
sion ; and another, to the agent employed tonego-
tiate, to know why communication:had been so
abruptly broken off. To hoth of these amswers
were received on the march: the reply to the fors
mer contained mere general assurances'; but that -
" of the nepotiator explained ‘more fully, that the
sirdars were bent upon abiding the result of an
action. Sir T%omas Hislop, therefore, no longer
hesitated as to the course to be pursued.

On approaching Mehudpoor, the enemy were
discovered drawn up in line on the opposité bank
of the Soopra, as if they intended to dispute the
passage of that river by the.miost practicable ford,
which lay a little above their position, ‘that is ‘to
say, to the south of the town. A reconnoisance
was immediately -made by Lieutenant-colonel
Blacker, the quarter-master-general, whe ascer-
tained that there was groind on the opposite side
of the river, and within its bed, for the troops to
form mpon after the passage, where they would bé
completely sheltered from the fire of the enemy’s
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artillery by the brew of the over-hanging bank.
He likewise observed, that on ascending the bank
the men would only have to advance three hun-
dred yards before they reached the enemy's guna.
Upon this,report, it was determined to attack in
front by the ford,- notwithstanding the obvious
disadvantages of the ground, in preference to ina-
neeuvring so as to turn the position, which would
have required a long detour and much time, while
any appearance of hesitation could not fail to pro-
duce a very prejudicial effect. The enemy’s right
was protected by a deep ravine, and his left by a
slight bend of the river, and a deserted village
called Sitawud, not far from its bank. The
ground on -which' the British army had to form
itself, after crossing the ford, was within the two
horns of this position ; the enemy’s line retiring a
little in the centre to make the most advantage of
+ it. Sir Thomas Hislop placed the baggage in a
village on the right bank called Doolait, under
protection of the rear-guard and a few Mysoor
horse; and then, while Sir John Malcolm with
the cavalry drove off thé hovering parties of the
enemy’s horse, a few light troops were pushed
across the ford, followed by fourteen guns of the
horse artillery and a troop of rocketers. The
passage was effected without much difficulty, al-
though the enemy brought up some guns to bear
on the ford The horse artillery immediately
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“openéd. a_hattery _on:the: ;enelﬁyfs line, ;while the,
rest of: the army crossed to the Jow ground.under
cover of the bank; in;order there to form. for thy
attack. The enemy- were: so-superior in artillery;
that in a short. time the wholg of oug.guns:wers -
disabled. , Four' guns of ‘the foot artillery wers;
however; opened. with good- effect, from & position
they had taken on the opposite side of the river, 3
little ‘nearer . Mehudpoor,; whence .they- enfiladed
the left ‘of the enemy’s line, which had been ads
vanced. between the village jof Sitawud.and thg
river, in order to open with more.- effect on_the
ford, - - -, . : 5 NN

By the tnne the horse artlllery were nearly
silenced, the Bnt;lsh army. had passed the ford,
and was formed for: the attack. The first bri,
gade, composed of the flank companies of his
Majesty’s Royal Scots and the Madras: Buropean,
regiment, with the, second .battelion of the Ma-
dras 14th- N. I, the:whole  under . Lientenant-
colonel R.. Scott, .was dastined: to the. attack. of
the enemy’s left. The light brigade, consisting
of the rifle corps, with :the Palam-cotta: and Tri-
chinopoly light infantry, the: whole under -Major
Bowen, formed the centré: and the second bri-
gade, composed of the 2d battalion of the 6th
Madras N, I and the, Nizam’s battalions under
Captain . Hare, formed - the left of our infantry
line. The cavalry were directed to .operate
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against the enemy’s right, where the ground was
most favourable for this arm.. The main attack,
however, was entrusted to the first brigade,
where the enemy was strongest in artillery, and
the distance to be passed under his fire the
longest. Sir John Malcolm solicited permission
to lead this attack, which was granted; and in
the same mavuner Lieutenant-colonel M‘Gregor
Murray, Deputy Adjutant-gen¢ral to the king’s
forces, obtained leave to head the detachment of
the Royal Scots, which had precedence in it.
These dispositions were no sooner completed,
than the attack was commenced. The enemy’s
artillery was extremely numerous and well served,
so that our loss was very severe, particularly in
the first and in the light brigade, which latter
being in the centre, was exposed to the cross fire
of the whole line. The troops, however, ad-
vanced with great steadiness, the Europeans *, in
particular, reserving their fire and trusting to the
bayonet alone. Holkur's artillerymen stood to

- ® Sir John Malcolm, observing a sepahee battalion stop
and fire in its advance, turned round to the men and said,
“ My lads, there is little use in that; I think, we had better
give them the cold iron.” Whereupon be was answered with
characteristic bluntness from the ranks ; “ Yes, your Honour,
I think we had;” and the line advanced with shouldered
arms in bigh glee, notwithstanding the destructive fire then

playing upon it. b -
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their guns till they were bayonetted; -but his
infantry battalions gave way as soon as the guns
were carried. . '
‘Meanwhile, the cavalry had turned the enemy’s
right, .and driving off the horse who opposed
them, made a dreadful slaughter of the broken
infantry. Holkur’s camp was directly. opposite
to Mehudpoor, a little to the north of the field
of battle. This, with all the artillery, was soon
in our hands; but on the pursuit being con-
tinued, the fugitives attempted to rally, and got
together some guns to cover their retreat across
a ford about four miles lower down the river than
Mehudpoor.  Upon this, Sir Thomas Hislop or-
dered his line to be again formed ; but the guns
were soon taken, and the feeble resistance offered
at this point overpowered by the rapid advance of
Sir John Malcolm with the cavalry and a light
detachment. Our camp was formed upon the
. field of battle, while Sir John Malcolln continued
the pursuit across the river with the regular ca-
valry, and Captain Grant with the Mysoor horse
moved down the left bank. The enemy’s flight
was supposed to be directed northwards towards
Rampoora. An immense booty fell into the
hands of the Mysoor horse. Eight elephants and
some hundred camels were brought in chiefly by
them. The camp itself was found deserted when
entered by the regular army: sixty-three guns
K 2 ,
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were, however, captured, and the total destrue-
tion of so many disorderly battalions was a yet
more important consequence of the success of thie
day.

Our loss was severe, amounting to one hundred
and seventy-four killed, and six hundred and four
wounded ; among the former were three officers,
Lieutenants M‘Leod, Colman, and Glen ; amongst
the latter, no less than thirty-five, whereof eight
were of the rifle corps alone *.

Sir Thomas Hislop resolved to remain himself
a week at Mehudpoor, and to establish a hospital
and depit there; while Sir John Malcolm fol-

® Names of officers severe!y wounded
Quarter-master Griffin, horse artillery.
Lieutenant Campbell, royals,
Lieut. Hancome, European regiment (since dead).
Captain Norton, “]
Lientenants Gwymne,
Shanahan, ,
Drake, ‘-rifle corps.
" Calder, o~
Eastment, | '
Epsign Gem,
Lieutenant Jones, Palamcotts light infantry.
. Major Bowen,

L

Lieutenant Palmer, Trichinopoly ditto.
Lieutenant Gibbings, quarter- master-general s
" " department.

Lieutenant Lyon, bngade—major of cavalry
Besides twenty other officers slightly wounded. -
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lowed up the victory with a light division ‘from
his army. One of the principal reasons of -this
_delay was, to allow of the junction of the Bom-
bay army from Goozerit, which arrived at Rutlam
on the 24th of December. This army had also
been directed te move on QOojein, and, according
to the original plan of operations, would have
been in time to bhave-taken part in the battle of
Mehudpoor, had not its march been arrested by
en order of recall addressed to Major-general Sir
William Keir by the Bombay Government, immex
diately on hearing of the defection of the Bhoosla.
This event, it seems, was so totally unexpected at
that Presidency, that in the uncertainty Low far
the appearance of fidelity kept up at Brodera
could be trusted, the Governor in council felt
alarmed at the idea of the Goozerit force being so
far removed from the territary of his government,
and wished to retain it' for the protection of Su-
rat and the Gykwar state from the secret of
open attempts of Bajee Rao. The Marquess of
Hastings was by no means pleased at this diver-
sion of the Goozerit army from the part assigned
to it in his eriginal plan ; and no sooner heard of
it, than he called upon the Bombay government
to rectify the error without delay. In the in-
terim, however, the strong representations ad-
dressed to Sir Williamm Kcir by Sir Thomas
Hislop, showing the necessity of his advance into
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Hindoostan, had induced that officer to resume
his forward march after a short retrograde, before
he received the positive order to that effect, ad-
dressed to him by the Marquess of Hastings in
person; and he had from Rutlam furnished a
light reinforcement to Sir John Malcolm, which
joined at Kurdla on the 27th of December. On
the 30th, the Goozerat army effected a junction
with the head-quarters of the army of the
Dukhun, and the united force then advanced
upon Mundisor in support of Sir John Malcolm,
who had already reached that point.

There was, however, little further to be done
in this quarter, except to receive the submission
of Holkur, whose power had been completely
broken by the defeat of the 21st, and who, find-
ing retreat cut off by our divisions on every side,
had no longer the means of resistance or evasion,
The npegotiation was opened by Ghufoor Khan,
who sent the agent that had conducted the pre-
vious negotiations, to make inquiries . about a
son-indaw left wounded on the field of battle.
This opportunity was taken to forward the most
humble assurances of the present altered senti-
ments of the leading men of the durbar. - Tan-
teea Jog bad already been released from confine-
ment and restored to office ; and Sir John Mal-
colm, in his reply to the above unofficial commu-
~mication, caused it to be suggested, that the
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durbar could adopt na fitter course than to de-
pute that minister immediately to the camp of
Sir Thomas Hislop, to tender the submissions of
the - court, and conclude a treaty on the  best
terms he could obtain. In conformity with this
intimation, Tanteea Jog came into Sir John
Malcolm’s camp at Mundisér on the Ist of Ja-
nuary.’

By this time, the Brigadier-general had receiv-
ed the instructions framed by the Marquess of
Hastings in the contemplation of a rupture, and
prescribing the terms on which Holkur’s sub-
mission was to be accepted and his authority
re-established. He accordingly entered at once
upon the negotiation. The terms proposed were,
that Mulhar Rao Holkur should place himself and
his dominions under British protection; that he
should confirm the engagement already concluded
with Ameer Khan, and renounce all sovereignty
over the lands guaranteed to that chieftain the
four pergunnas of Puchpuhar, Deeg, Gungrar, and
Ahoor, which Zalim Singh of Kota had for some
years rented, to be ceded to the British in perpe~
tuity, to enable them to recompense the useful
services of the Raj-Rana; also, all territories pos-
sessed by Holkur north of the Boondee hills or
south of the Sitpoora range, including the fort of
Sindwa in the latter, with a glacis, to be ceded to
us, together with all claims for tribute on the
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Rajpoot princes. The statd fo he placed on the
footing of other powers connected with us in subs
sidiary alliances, and its contingent fo be fixed at
three thousand horse. 'The Governor-general's
plan for ‘settling the factious differences that for
s0 many years had distracted this durbar, was to
invest Ghufoor Khan, the avowed ‘head of the
Putan interest, with an hereditary jageer to be
held of Holkur in perpetuity under our guarantce.
It was thought that this measure would satisfy
the expectations of that party, and probably tend
to scparate it for ever from the intrigues of the
durbar; and it was hoped the lands known to be
already in Ghufoor Khan’s possession would prove
“an ample provision. It was not known to his
Lordship, when these instructions were issued,
that Ghufoor Khan was suspected of being the
principal instigator of the murder of Toolsee
Baee; else in all probability a different arrange-
ment would have been devised. As it was, how-
ever, Sir John Malcolm executed his instructions
to the letter, and effected all these oljects after a
short negotiation, in which Tanteea Jog insisted
principally en three points: first, the extent of -
the cession for the benefit of Zalim Singh; which
he wished to limit to two instead of four pergun-
nas; secondly, the arrears due on account of the
past year’s tribute from the Rajpoots, for which he
sulicited our guarantee ; and thirdly, the retention
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of the forts of Chando;'e and Umba, with some
villages in Kandés and the -Dukhun. Sir John
Malcolm distinctly refused to give up either of the
above points, but promised to submit a request on
behalf of Mulbar Rao, -that some hereditary civil
rights in several of the villages in the Dukhun
should be reserved to the family, after -and al-
though the sovereignty should be ceded to us.
The treaty was signed and executed on the Gth
of January, in conformity with the original draft.
The jageer sccured to Ghufoor Khan, under its
stipulations, included the pergunnas of Sunjeet,
Mulhar-gurh, Tal Moondawur, Joura, and Burdd,
with the Peeplouda tribute: and the condition of
tenure was the military service of six hundred
select horse, the number to be liable to increasg
on the eventual improvement of the jageer. The
ratification of the Governor-general was affixed on
the 17th of January 1818; and at the same time
Sir John Malcolm was authorised to make an ad-
vance of five lakh of rupees on the revenunes of
Koonch, one of the pergunnas of Holkur nof in«
cluded amongst the cessions, but bordering on
our own territory of Bundclkhund. An arrapge-
ment had been made some years before with this
durbar, by which we had undertaken the collec.
tion of its revenues, and annually paid them from
the Dchlee treasury. The pergunna having been
assigned to a sister of Mulhar Rao, its-cession was
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not insisted upon ; and the sum advanced upon it
was necessary to the peaceable settlement of his
government in its new relations.

Immediately on the conclusion of the above
tr‘éaty, Mulhar Rao came in, with Gunput Rao,
Ghufoor Khan, and his principal Sirdars, and
placed himself under, the protection of the British
army. Tanteea Jog was vested with the principal
edministration of the public affairs, the prince
being a youth of about twelve years of age. Gun-
put Rao, who held the high office of hereditary
dewan, was reduced to the exercise of a mere no-
minal authority.

An occasion very soon occurred to call forth
the active exercise of our protective engagements.
Roshun Beg and Roshun Khan, two principal
officers of the infantry destroyed at Mehudpoor,
had, with a few hundred men, the poor remnant
of their fourteen battalions, fled to Rampoora;
where, hearing of the submission of their chief,
they exhibited symptoms of discontent, and acted
as if they meant to set up for themselves. Sir
Thomas Hislop, sensible of the necessity of vigo-
rously suppressing the first symptoms of such a
disposition, was about to direct the force under
Colonel Adams, still posted at Gungrar, to the -
punishment of these refractory leaders : but hear-
ing, in the mean time, of the arrival of General
Brown, with the detachment from Lord Hastingy’
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camp, at Sonel, in the direct line of Rampoora;
thought it ‘most convenient to use its services for
this object. General Brown, with his usual acti+
vity, hastened forthwith to the spot; and appearing
before Rampoora on the 10th of January, imme-
diately made his dispositions to carry the place by
assault, notwithstanding that it was surrounded
by fortifications of some strength, and well capa-
ble of defence. About four hundred of the in-
fantry collected by the Roshuns were put to the
sword in the town; and some horse, who fled
in the opposite direction, were also cut up by
the cavalry of our detachment, which had been
_sent round to intercept their escape. The two
leaders themselves got clear off, but several other
principal Sirdars were killed or taken prisoners.
After this successful enterprise, the settlement of
this territory proceeded with the utmost tranquil-
lity under the superintendence of Sir John Mal-
colin and Major Agnew, which latter had been
appointed by the Governor-general to act bempo-
rarily as Resident at that court.

Thus was peace re-established with the second
of the three principal Mahratta powers, who had
risen in arms to oppose the execution of his Lord-
ship’s plans. The immediate effect of so sudden
an annihilation of the power of Holkur was appa.
rent in the altered conduct of the Gwalior durbar,
which from this time forward resigned itself to
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the most perfect -acquiescence in every arrange-
ment, indicated by the British Resident as the
wish of the Governor-general. Juswunt Rao
Bhio, too, the most turbulent of Sindheea’s Sir-
dars, became somewhat more tractable; and,
dismissing Cheetoo with his durra, which had
remained for some time in his neighbourhood, re-
ceived Captain Caulfield, the officer appointed by
Lord Hastings to act with his division, under the
stipulations of the treaty of Gwalior, with every
assurance of deference to his Lordship’s com-
mands. But these professions were soon found
to be deceitful; for it was ascertained, that he
was at the same time giving underhand the ut-
most protection in his power to the leagders and
their banditti, by admitting them into his ranks,
or concealing them in his different forts and vil-
lages. A body of five hundred Pindarees, under
Fazil Khan, were declared by Juswunt Rao to be
a part of his regular establishment ; and he went
so far as to request a protection for them, in case
they should fall in with any of the divisions of
our army. Captain Caulfield granted the desired
protection provisionally, until he should have as-
certained the wishes of the Governor-general in
respect to this party; but, in the interim, Sir
William Keir, who had been despatched by Sir
Thomas Hislop in pursuit of Cheetoo, was led by
his hurkaras to the village where Fazil Khan had
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been reported to be quartered, under informatiom
that a large party of Cheetoo’s durra were there
harboured. Upon. the first appearance of the
British troops, numbers of armed horsemen were
seen to gallop forth from the opposite side of . the
village, which confirming the previous informa-
tion, he ordered the cavalry to give chase to the
fugitives, and immediately attacked the village.
It was carried in a few minutes, and many Pinr
darees and others had .been put to death, before
the head man had time to produce Captain Caul-
field’s protection, upon sight 6f which instant or-
ders were issued to stop the pillage. This was
not effected without resorting to  the-extreme -
measure of hanging a-sepahee caught in the fact 3
but the circumstances induced Sir William Keir-
to institute an inquiry upon the spof, when it was
indisputably provéd, both by the confessions of
many of the prisoners and by other evidence, that
the major part of the horsemen found in the vil-
lage had but very recently parted from the durra
of Cheetoo, there to seek dn asylum. This was
one of many instances of Juswunt Rio’s unwai-
rantablé conduct. He harboured Bheekoo Seyud
of Kureem’s durra, the very Sirdar who had - led
the expedition into Guntoor in 1815, in a yet
more bavefaced manner; suffering him to come
within his camp, and pitch his tents. within &
short distance of that of Captain Caulfield : and,
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although the man was clearly identified, and
Captain Caulfield made the most earnest demands
for his arrest or expulsion, he could procure no re-
dress.

The Marquess of Hastings, being apprised of
this conduct, sent instructions on the 24th of
January, authorising Juswunt Rao to be proceed-
ed against as a public enemy, pursuant to the con-
ditions of the Gwalior treaty, unless he should in
the intermediate space have adopted a different
course of conduct. The detachment of General
Brown was directed to give effect to these instrue.
tions; but, before the arrival of the orders, mat.
ters had already been brought by this force to
the issue of the sword with the refractory chief-
tain.

On General Brown’s approach to Jawud, Capt.
Caulfield renewed his remonstrances, but still
without producing any change in the conduct of
Juswunt Rao. Accordingly, on the 28th of Ja-
nuary, after having in vain waited the expiration
of the period prescribed for tompliance with his
demand of the surrender of the barboured Pin-
- darees, Captain Caulfield retired from Juswunt
Rao’s camp to that of the General; and on the
morning of the next day, having intelligence that
arrangements were making secretly to remove the
Pindarees to some place of safety, suggested the
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sending  round a squadron of our regular cavalry
to .counteract this intention, by occupying the
road through which they must pass. In perform-
ing this duty, the squadron was firéd at both from
the town and camnp; whereupon the General or-
dered out his whole line, and determined on the
immediate assault of all Juswunt Rao’s posts. The
third cavalry, under Captain Hodges, were or~
dered down with the horse artillery to the support
of Captain Swindell, who commanded the squadron
that had been fired upon. This force was imme-
diately led by Colonel Newbery, the brigadier of
cavalry, to the attack of one of Juswunt Rao’s
camps, which’'lay on the south of the town : it
was soon carried. Qeneral Brown determined to
follow up his success against the town itself: and
blowing open the gate with a twelve-pounder of
the horse artillery, while the rest of the guns were
employed in taking off the defences, the Major-
general caused the place to be stormed by the
first battalion of the first,' under Major Bellingham,
and by the dromedary corps, which was dismount-
ed for the purpose, and led by Licutenant Patton,

the only officer wounded in the whole affair,
" Captain Ridge, with the fourth cavalry, and a
party of Rohilla horse, had in the mean time
been sent round the town, under the guidance of
Lieutenant Franklin of the quarter-master-gene-
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ral's department, to attack another camp o the
north-west, in which a large portion of Juswunt
Rao’s force was cantoned. There -were in this
encampment six guns and two battalions, besides
horse. Captain Ridge came upon them in a quars
.ter whence he was exposed to the fire from the
town, as well as that of the troops in the camp.
Leaving the town to the general, whose attack
had by this time commenced on the opposite gate-
way, he charged at once into the camp, dispersed
and cut up the battalions, and captured all the six
guns. The Rohilla horse were led on this occa.
sion by Lieutenant Turner, and behaved with as
much spirit and steadiness as the regular cavalry.
The result was complete success in every quarter,
without a single check. Juswunt Rao himself
owed his escape to the fleetness of his horse, and
got off with very few attendants.

As soon as information ‘was received of matters
having been brought to this issue, General Donkin,
- who was still at Shahpoora; was ordered down to
occupy the possessions of Juswunt Rao Bhio in
Oodeepoor, and particularly the forts and districts
of Kumulner, Rypoor, and Ramnugur, three re-
cent usurpations from the. Rana, who had a few
days only before placed .himself under our protec.
tion. The acquisition of these fortresses wae
effected by the middle of February, the garrisons
agreeing to evacuate on receiving their arrears,
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which*in nb instance exceeded four thousand ru-
pees. Kumulner-is one ofe the strongest hill forts
in India, ‘and ‘there it was that the Pindarees had
_been desirous of depositing their families and bag-
gage during this campaign. - It was now restored
to the Rana of Qodeepoor, along with the other
recent usurpations. Jawud and Neemuch, two
_ of Sindheea's pergunnas assigned to Juswunt Rao,
were likewise seized by us, and held for some time,
" "but aflerwards restored to Doulut Rao, in ‘order to
enable him to make a peaceable settleinent with a
.mman, who "had otherwise sufficient influence to
give trouble. It had been distinctly intimated to
him, at the time of concluding the treaty of
Gwalior, that in the event of any of his Sirdars
requiring chastisement for infractions of the arti-
cles, the acquisitions made from them would be
retained by us as a rejauneration for the frouble of
inflicting it. Wherefore this attack of Juswunt
Rao and seizure of his territories gave little
umbrage, and occasioned no disgussions with the
durbar. . ' :

It is now time to notice the further operations
against the Pindarees, after the remnant of the
durras of Kureem and Wisil Mohummed had
effected their escape through Haraotee to Mewur,
where they had hoped to share the promised pro-
tection of Juswunt Rao Bhio. Early in January,
Colonel Adams had taken up a position at Gun-
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grar, and General Donkin another to’the north of
Mewur, while General Browef'was advancing to-
wards Rampoora. Upon the conclusion of the
treaty with Holkur, Major-general Bir William
Keir was immediately despatched with his fresh
divisian in a north-westerly direction from Mun-
disér, to operate against Cheetoo, or any other of
the Pindaree chiéfs of whom he might receive in-
telligence. The durra of the former was partially
cut up in the neighbourhood of Satoolla ; and se-
veral were taken in villages, where they had singly
or in small parties sought protection. Sir Thomas
Hislop remained in the mean time at Mundisér, a
centrical point, well calculated for the general di-
rection of affairs in this quarter. Harassed by
the activity of Sir William Keir’s pursuit, the
marauders resolved to endeavour to retrace their
steps to their haunts in Malwa, and in the valley
of the Nerbudda. Cheetoo succeeded in baffling
every effort ‘made to overtake him, and effected
his object, by penetrating through a most difficult
country to the south of Mewur. He reappeared
near Dhar, where a‘¥ery high range of hills sends
forth the stréams which form the Mhye, s consi-
derable river emptying itself into the Gulf of
Kambay. In this march he was obliged to disen-
cumber himself of his baggage, and lost many of
his horses ; while 8ir William Keir, being unable
to follow by the same route, made a circuit by
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‘the open plain- beyond ‘the -sources of that. river,
-end then moved southward. up:the Chumbul in
the same direction. o .
The wreck of Kureem’s durra;: under.Namdar-
Khan,—for both. Kureem :and . his.-son had been
left behind in & jungul in the flight through Ha-~
raotee,—had rejoined Wisil Mehummed; and both
were driven; by the operations jusf described; to
_ attempt, in common with Cheetoo, & return to-
wards Malwa and the Nerbudda. .After having
rounded the camp of Sir Thomas Hislop at Mun-
disér, they were proceeding -easterly, with .the
confidence of no other British force being in their
neighbourhood , when, after crossing the Chum-
bul, they bivouacked on the 12th of January, at
@ small village named Kotree, on the Kalee-Sindh.
By good fortune, Colonel Adams was still lying at
Gungrar, within & few miles: of their bivouack.
He detached the 5th Bengal cavalry to give them,
if possible, a night surprise. Major Clarke, whe
commmanded this regiment, fell in with their en~
campment about an hour before daylight of the
13th, and found them either in such security, or
so- worn down by continued fatigue, that -they
evidently had no intelligence whatever of his ap-
proach;, when he was within sight of their fires.
Perceiving - that he was quite undiscovered, he
vesolved to wait until the first appearance of dawn,
that ‘their flight might not be aided by the cover
L2
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. of darkness. On the first blush of day, hé di-
vided his force, ordering three troops under Lieu-
tenant Kennedy to attack in front, while with the
other three he made a detour himself round the
village, to come upon them in the direction their
-flight would ‘obviously take on the first alarm of
danger. The manceuvre was most masterly; and
the loss of the durras in this affair was greater
than they had sustained in any previous attack,
not excepting that of the year before, when sur-
prised by Major Lushington in the Dukhun.
The whole body was*completely dispersed, and
many leaders of note left dead on the field.

Soon after this success, Colonel Adams having
ascertained that the freebooters had entirely eva-
cuated Mewur, with the intention of returning
into Malwa, hastened after them without delay,
and sent notice of this movement to General Mar-
shall, who had for some time been in the neigh-
bourhood of Bairsea and Seronj expecting this
event. On their march, the Pindarees were se-
verely handled by detachments from the divisions
of Adams and Marshall, and in the end harassed
to such a degree, as to be unable longer to keep
their followers together.

.It would be uninteresting to follow the track of
these miserable fugitives with further minuteness.
Such was the extremity of their distress, that
Colonel Adams, judging them to be now ripe for
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unqualified submission, ceused an intimation {o
be conveyed to them through the Nuwab of Bhé
pal, that, if theéy were willing to throw them-
selves entirely on the mercy of the British go-
vernment, surrendering their arms and horses, the
Sirdars might expect a livelihood in some part of
our provinces remote from their old haunts, and
the lives of their followers would be spared.
Namdar Khan was the first to ‘avail himself of
this intimation. He delivered "himself up to
Colonel Adams on the 3d of February at Deoraj-
poor, in the Bhopal territory, with all his yet re-
maining followers, which were no more than .
eighty-seven. He required no other terms than
a bare assurance that he should not be sent to
Europe or Calcutta: on receiving which he sur-
rendered without further stipulation. Others
came in daily by twos or threes; and all reported
that Wisil Mohummed was in equal distress, and
ready to avail himself of the same proffer of par-
don. He had penetrated further to the east; but
soon after fled for refuge to Gwalior, where Sind-
heea, though from a point of honour he at first
refused to seize and deliver him up, when the
Resident discovered the place of his concealment,
and demanded his séizure and surrender, was uiti-
mately obliged to do so, at the express requisition °
of the Governor-general. The rest, for the most
part, followed the example of Namdar Khan.
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Kureem, it appeared, was alone in concealment at
Jawud, when the place was stormed by General
Brown. He escaped with extreme difficulty on
foot, and lived for some time in the neighbour-
ing junguls; but, after a variety of risks and
adventures, finding the restoration of his affairs
utterly hopeless, he swrendered himself to Sir
John Malcolm on the 15th of February. His
son, Shubamut Khan, with Rutun Koonwur, a
noted leader of luhburs,. and about two hundred
followers, were sfill lurking in the junguls and
mountains of Haraotee and Boondee, when Zalim
Singh of Kota conveyed to them the assurance of
life, and induced them to yield on the same terms
as had been granted to Namdar Khan. Kureem
Khan was settled with his family on an estate
purchased for him in the Gourukpoor district, of
the value of about one thousand rupees a month,
Wasil Mobhummed was on his seizure kept in strict
surveillance at Ghazeepoor; but continued evi-
dently restless, and refused to send for his family,
or to take measures o setfle bimself in the man-
ner desired by the British goveroment. At the
close of the following rains he attempted an
escape, having by some means or other procured
relays of bhorses to be laid to carry him beyond our
frontier ; but being detected in the act of getting
_ out of the house in which he resided, he destroyed
himself by taking poison.
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Thus were the two durras of Kureem and -
Wasil Mohummed aonihilated. Cheetoo, thongh
he had suffgred much in'detail, had hitherto
avoided a rencounter with any of .the British
corps in the field. . But, on the 25th of January,
he was heard of at Kurndd by Colounel Heath, who
commanded the garrison and post of Hindis., A
party was immediately sent out, which beat-up
his bivouack in the pight, and utterly dispersed
the remnant of his.durra. The Bheels and Gras-
seas were encouraged to plunder and destroy the
fugitives, & commission they zealously. executed.
After this, Cheetoo wandered about Malwa a short
time, with about two hundred followers ; and see-
ing his affairs to be nearly desperate, endeavour-
ed, through the Nuwab of Bhopil, to make terms
for himself, in conjunction with his .remaining
adherents. For this purpose, he suddenly. en-
tered the Nuwab’s camp; but when he learned
that Nuzur Mohummed had nothing to offer, be~
yond a slender personal maintenance in some dis-
tant part of Hindoostan, while he demanded a
jageer in Malwa, and the entertainment of him-
self with his men in the British service, he de-
camped as suddenly as he had come. While he
staid, his horses were constantly saddled, and the
men slept with the bridles in their hands, ready
to fly instantly, in case of an attempt to seize
them. Preparations were making for the purpose
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the very night he went off; but he was too well
on his guard, and too much alive to suspicion, to
allow them to be completed. He was instantly
pursued by the Nuwab’s people; and General
Malcolm also sent out parties to take him, which
. distressed him so much, that Rajun left him, and
made his submission. Yet,he subsequently found
his way into- Kandés and the Dukhun, and made
‘common cause with the Arabs and chiefs of the
Péshwa’s routed army, with whom he became
assimilated, receiving occasional protection from
the Kiladar of the fortress of Aseetgurh. His
durra was completely destroyed, and his followers
almost entirely deserted him, but nothing could
subdue his spirit, or induce him to surrender.
His end was tragical and singular, and deserves
to be recorded. Having joined Apa Saheb, he
passed the rainy season of 1818, in the moun-
tainous heights of the Mohadeo range ; and upon
~ that chief’s expulsion in February 1819, accom-
panied him to the Fort of Aseergurh. Being
refused admittance, he- sought shelter in the
neighbouring jungul, and, on horseback and alone,
attempted to penetrate a thick cover known to be
infested with tigers. He was missed for some
days after, and no one knew what had become of
him. His horse was at last discovered grazing
near the margin of the forest, saddled and bridled,
and exactly in the state in which it was when
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Cheetoo had last been seen upon it. Upon search,
a bag of two hundred and fifty rupees was found
in the saddle ; gnd several seal rings, with some
letters of Apa Saheb, promising future reward,
served more completely to fix the identity of the
horse’s late master. These circumstances, com-
bined with the known,resort of tigers to the spot,
induced a search for the body, when, at no great
distance, some clothes clotted with blood, and,
further on, fragments of bones, and at last the
* Pindara’s head entire, with the features in a
state *to be recognised, were successively disco-
vered. The chief’s mangled remains were given
~ over to his son forinterment, and the miserable
fate of one, who so shortly before had ridden at
the head of twenty thousand horse, gave an awful
lesson of the uncertainty of fortune, and drew
pity even from those who had been the victims of
his barbarity when living.

The notice of this event has been introduced
thus prematurely in order to show to what despe-
rdtion the whole tribe was driven by the declared
hostility and active pursuit of the British. JThe
name of this chief will again recur when the ope-
rations against Apa Saheb come to be related at
length,
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CHAPTER XVIL
POON4,
_i817-18, NOVEMPER TO APBIL.,

Péshwa's flight and pursuit—1Is cut off from the north—Re-
turns to the south—Affair at Koraghon—Resolute defence
of Captain Staunton—Repulse of the enemy—Remarks—
Flight of Bajee Rao continued—Brigadier-general Prits-
ler's pursuit—Bajee Rao turns north—Met by General
Smith, and pursued up the Kishna—New distribution of
British force—Sutars taken—Plans of Govemor-general
in respect to Pishwa and Sutara Rajs—Reasons and re-
flections—Instructions issued—Sutara Raja proclaimed—
General Smith pursues Bajee Rao—Comes up with him at
Ashtee— Gokla slain—Sutara family captured — Notice
respecting -Gokla — Péshwa's distress — Capture of his
forts—Desertion of his Jageerdars—Joined by Guoput Rao

- and Ram Deen—TFlight to the northward. :

~ IT is now time to revert to- the transactions of
the war with Bajee Rao in the Dukhun. For
the purpose of preserving the continuity of the
» marrative of occwTences in other quarters, we
have reserved these for separate notice, there
having as yet been no such direct connexion be-
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tween the operations pn the two opposite sides of
India, as to require the relation to be interwoven.

After his defeat at Poona on the 16th of No-
vember, the Péshwa fled southward towards his
strong holds in the vicinity of Sutara, It was
at first believed, that he intended to shut himself
up in some one of them, there to abide a siege.
It appeared, however, that he had no such design,
the recent fall of Hutras having shaken the confi-
dence of all the native chieftains in their fortified
places. His march to the south had no other
obje® than to effect a junction with a party sent
before to.carry off the family® of the Raja of Sut-
ara from Wusota. - Fearing to trust & race of so
much political importance to’ the safe keeping of
even the strongest of his forts, he resolved to
carry the principal members of the family along
. with him, in order to. prevent the possibility of
their falling into our hands, or being set up by us
in opposition to his own authority.

Towards the end of November, Brigadier-ge-
neral Smith, having completed his arrangements
for the occupation and eventual defence of Poona,
set off in pursuit of the fugitive prince. On the
morning of the 29th, he forced the passage of
the Salpa-Ghét, leading to the bigh land in which
the Kishna takes its rise.- Gokla, with a body. of

* ® Vide Forbes' Oriental Memoirs.
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ﬁve‘.th_ousand of the Péshwa’s best horse, had,
since the 22d, been continually hovering about
the Bﬁgddier-general’s line of march, for the
purpose of taking advantage of the least con-
fusion. It would have been far too harassing a
duty for the single regiment of cavalry, and few
irregulars attached to the division, to have at-
tempted to keep at a distance an enemy that
_never ventured to stand a charge. However, by
occasionally masking a galloper gun, and em-
ploying Shrapnell shells, the General was enabled
to make the service of Gokla’s horse rather too
perilous for a continuance. On the day of his
forcing the Salpa-Ghat, the nature of the ground
gave an opportunity of opening the battery of a
whole troop of horse-artillery in this manner, and
with such effect, that for some days afterwards,
indeed, until the 6th of December, the hovering
clouds of horsemen completely disappeared. -Ba-
jee Rao himself usually kept at the dxstance of
two long marches in advance.

Nothing of interest occurred in this very long
and arduous pursuit : it will be sufficient, there-
fore, to notice the line of the enemy’s flight.
Passing Sutara, he went as far south as Poosa
Saolee (Possessolee.) From this point, either to
avoid falling in with Brigadier-general Pritzler,
who was advancing with the reserve from the
ceded districts, or having no object in remaining
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to the south of the capital after the junctiom of
the Sutara Raja’s family, and paturally wishing

to be joined by the support he expected from
Hindoostan, he made a few long marches east-
ward, as far as Pundurpoor ; and thence getting
round Brigadier-general Smith, marched rapidly
in a north-westerly direction, and, passing half-
way: between Poona and Seroor, moved north-
ward as far as Wuttoor, on the direct road to
Nassik. Here he wWas joined by Trimbukjee
Dainglia, who brought with him a considerable
reinfprcement of horse and foot, raised in Kandés,

or invited down from Hindoostan into the service.
General Smith followed close at his rear, arriving
at Pundurpoor on the 8th of December, the se-
cond day only after Bajee Rao had left it. As
soon as the Péshwa had passed clear of Poona,
the Brigadier-general moved  to the old canton-
ment of Seroor, and, after recruiting his cattle,
resumed the pursuit on the 22d of December.
Keeping now greatly to the east of the enemy’s
- route, he entered the valley of the Godavuree, by
the Nimba-Deora Ghit, in the hope thus to inter-
cept his retreat porthward: for the Péshwa,
finding himself less pressed, had loitered some
days at Wauttoor, and in the neighbourhood of
the strong fort at Jooneer. He was still in the
vicinity of that place on the 26th of December,
when his pursuer had already advanced to Hun-
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wuntgdon, yet further northward than himself.
‘He then attempted to continue his march  to-
wards Nassik; but General Smith- was gaining
fast upon him from the east, and he had scarcely
‘descended the GhAt to the valley of the Peeree,
‘on the 27th, when he heard that the Brigadier-
general had already passed Sungummer, and was
in full march to intercept his flight. Finding it
now impossible to prosecute his march to the
north without taking -2 more westerly route, he
moved first to Kootool ; but then fearing to be
entangled with his cavalry in the difficult country
in the immediate neighbourhood of the western
ghits, he determined to give up the intention of
continuing his flight in that -direction, and, re.
ascending the table-land he had quitted only the
day before, returned to Wuttoor, on the 28th of
December, and thence hastened his flight in a
southerly course on the direct ‘road to Poona.
This gave occasion to one of the most memorable
actions that haa ever been fought in India.
Colonel Burr, the officer: left in command at
Poona, hearing of the Péshwa’s advance- by the
direct road to that city, and not being sufficiently
aware of the maneuvres that had forced him into
this line of retreat, and the closeness of the pur-
suers in his rear, thought-an attack upon the
capital was meditated. He accordingly solicited
the reinforcement of a battalion from Seroor, the
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better”to be prepared for defence. The-follow-
ing is an-accurate account of what befel the're~
. inforcement forwarded at. ]ns request.

The detachment. consisted of a detail of’ Ma-
dras artillery, with two 6-pounders, the 2d batta~
lion of the lst Bombay N. 1., about five hundred -
strong, and three hundred auxiliary horse, the
whole under Captain Stauntén of the Bombay
establishment, who comménded the battalion. It
began its march from Seroor for Poona, at eight
P. M. on the 31st of December, and at ten next
morning reached the heights overlooking Kora-
gion, about half way to the city; when the -
whole of the Péshwa’s army, estimated at twenty
thousand horse, and several thousand infantry,
were discovered on . the plain to the south of the
Bheema. Captain Staunton found his march to
Poona intercepted, and himself in great danger of
being cut off. In-order to avoid the exposure of
the plain, which would have given an immense
advaniage to the Mahratta cavalry, he advanced
hastily to seize the village of Koragéon, before it
should be otcupied by the enemy’s infantry. On
perceiving his intention, they made for the same
point, and Captain Staunton succeeded -in part
only; for half the village, and several of the
strongest positions, remained in the hands of the
enemy, who manned the whole of their portion
with Arabs, whom he found it impossible to
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dislodge, notwithstanding several attempts Tor the
purpose. A most desperate struggle now com-
menced between this mere bandful of men and
the whole of the Mahratta army, which fonght
under the stimulus of the presence of the prince
himself, who personally witnessed the action from
an adjoining height.

The enemy alsd6 had but two guns; but his
infantry outnumbered ours in the proportion of
more than ten to one, and the majority were
Arabs *, 8 race whose determined courage, or
rather desperation of boldness, had frequently
been expenenced in former wars, and was,
perhaps, mever more conspicuous than at Nag-
poor, and in this affair. The Arab infantry
had also the support of immense clouds of ca-
valry, before whom the few horse that accompa-
nied the battalion dared not show themselves;
indeed, Captain Swanston, who commanded those
auxiliaries, was wounded early in the day.

. The contest continued until after sunset, and

'# It may be proper to mention, as a proof of the estima-
tion in which the Arabs are held as soldiers by the native
powers, the rate of pay they received in the Pesbwa’s army,
in comparison with natives of other countries.

Arabs, natives of Arabia - - 15 rupees & month.
Their descendants born in the country 10 ditto.
Hindoostanees, (the same as our sepoys) 8 ditto.
Mahrattas and Dukhanees - - 6 ditto.



PRSHWA. 161

was a series of vbstinate attacks and defences of
such posts, as the situation of the houses and cir-
cumjacent buildings afforded.. In actions of this
‘nature, the advantage of having fresh troops to
bring up is every thing, and this the enemy pos- °
sessed 'and availed himself of ‘to the utmost de-
gree ; while Captain Staunton had scarcely suffi-
cient for the defence -of the ground he occupied,
much less any men to spare for reserve, or for the
occasional relief of his different posts. The at-
tack commenced a little before noon, and was not
‘discontinued till niné in the evening, during the
whole of which time oug jhien remained without
refreshment 3 and, what was of more consequence,
po water was to be had in that part of the vil-
lage in their possession. - In the evening their si-
tuation was peculiarly critical. Lieutenant Chis-
holm, the officer of artillery,- with most of his
men; had been killed at & post near a pagoda in
the village, against which the Arabs principally
directed ' their efforts.. At the same time, the
exertions that the European officers had been
called upon to make, in heading repeated charges,
had 50 reduced their nmmber, that, of the whole,
three only remained undisabled, Captain Staunton
himself, Lieutenant Jones, and Assistant-surgeon
Wylie, the two latter nearly exhausted. The
Arahs at this time. charged and obtained pos-
session of the gun at the pagoda, round which
VOL. IL. M
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many of our wounded were lying; among the rest;
Assistant-surgeon Wingate of the 2d bat. 1st N. L.
Captain Swanston, and Lieutenant’ Connelian,
were there, all in a helpless state, The Arabs
immediately commenced a massacre of the wound-
ed, and the mutilation of the bodies ‘of the de-
ceased. Dr. Wingate was the first victim to
their cruelty ; he was literally hacked to pieces,
as was the body of the deceased artillery officer.
But they did not long enjoy the triumph ; for the
three remaining officers, immediately upon the
loss of the gun, although themselves almost ex-
hausted, and their men fainting from want of
water, exerted themselves to bring them on to a
final charge. On this occasion Lieutenant Pat~
terson, who had been wounded and lodged in a
Place of safety, appeared again at the head of his
men, and continued to exert the little strength he
had left, until he received a second wound, which
utterly disabled him, and in the end proved
mortal. The charge fortunately was successful,
and was executed with such judicious celerity
and spirit, that it saved the. lives of Captain
Swanston and Lieutenant Connellan, both of
whom were in the Arabs’ hands, and having just
witnessed the massacre and mutilation of their
comrades, were expecting a like fate to them-
selves., . Every man of the Arabs, who had pe-
netrated to the pagoda, was bayoneted without
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mercy, and from this time the enémy .velaxed
much in; the vigour of his attacks.: .As & grew
dark, the men weré enabled. to procure a- supply
of water, which was.the! only Tefreshment: they
received for the wholé day and night.:- By nine
P. M. the enemy was driven out of the positions
he had till then held in the village, and the rest
of the night was passed by the detachment with- -
out molestation, but- under the alarming anticipas
tion of a renewed attack, with fresh troops, on
the ensuing morning, and: the: certainty: of thein
ammunitiop feiling in that .case.!after: a few
rounds. - ‘At daybreak it -was: found;.that al..
though the Mahratta army.still: hovered about
the village, it was not: disposed to. renew. the
atteck.  The day was, however; passed under
arms, and without any opportunity of precuring
a supply of provisions.. \Ou the night of the 2d
of Japuary, Captain Staunton, despairing of being .
able to effect:his march on Poona, prepared to
move back to Sercor. Wherefore, sacrificing
much of his baggage in orlder to provide the,
means of transporting his numerous wounded, he
commenced his march in the dark, and reached
Seroor by nine next morning, bringing back not
only his guns, but likewise all his wounded. _
Brigadier-general Smith arrived as. Koragion
with all his division in- the' course "of the 3d
of January. But Bajee Rao had previously de-
M 2
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camped, and continuing his flight to the south-
ward, had on the same day ascended the Boor-
Ghat beyond Poona, passing a second time
within twenty miles of the capital. The approach
of General Smith had. obliged him to allow the
battalion to march back to Seroor without further
molestation.

The extraordinary obstinacy of Captain Staun-
ton’s defence against such overwhelming numbers,
and his ultimate success in driving off the enemy,
are amongst the most surprising exploits that our
Indian army has ever achieved. There were but
six officers and two assistant-surgeons* with the
detachment ; but the latter felt themselves called
upon for exertions altogether out of their profes-
gion, and frequently lent the influence of their ex-
ample, in leading the sepoys to the charge of the
bayonet, and inspiring them with that confidence
of success, which the ascendancy of the 