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PREFACE 

THE life of Wellesley has still to be written on a 
scale proportionate to the greatness of the subject. 
Three well-known biographies exist. Mr. Pearce's 
(3 vols., Bentley, 1846) is too often verbose and 
trivial. Mr. Macullagh Torrens's brilliant 'historic 
portrait' (Chatto and Windus, 1880) does not profess 
to be systematic. Colonel Malleson's sketch (W. H. 
Allen & Co., 1889) is-it is its only fault-too brief. 
Till the time shall come when a complete memorial 
of the great statesman shall be undertaken by one 
qualified alike to estimate and to portray, shorter 
studies, it is hoped, may be' permitted: and among 
these may this attempt, however unworthy, find 
place. 

The authorities for the subject are very numerous. 
Without mentioning the sources of information on 
particular campaigns and particular personages, refer
ences to which will be found in the notes, I may 
name among general histories those of Captaip. Grant 
Duff, Colonel Wilks, Sir John Malcolm, and Mr. James 
Mill. The last work is one on which, in spite of the 
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elements of greatness it possesses, it would. be rash 
indeed to rely either for facts or principles. 

Mr. Montgomery Martin's Despatches, Minutes, and 
Correspondence of the MarqfU88 Wellesky (W. H. Allen 
& Co., second edition, 1840) are absolutely indis
pensable to any student of the great Governor
General. Mr. Sidney Owen's selection from these 
(Clarendon Press, 1878) is wholly admirable and has 
won deserved popularity. Other letters are found 
printed in different hooks,-some in~ting ones 
of a personal nature, for instance, in the lives by 
Mr. Pearce and Mr. Torrens, and others in Mr. G. W. 
Forrest's Selecticm8 from the Letters, Despatches, and 
other Stak Paper8 preseroed in the Bombay &creta
rial, MarOihd Series, vol. i, Bombay, 1885. 

The unprinted material is, I think, nearly as 
important as that already published. The Manu
scripts of Mr. Fortescue, preserved at Dropmore, have 
been examined for the Historical MSS. Commission, 
and the first volume of the report has been published 
(189Z). It is exceedingly valuable, and I have made 
much use of it. In the British Museum there are 
nearly 400 volumes given by the representatives of 
Lord Wellesley. Among these are two volumes of 
letters to the Select Committee, 1798-1803; a volume 
containing a statement of the Secret Service money 
expended, 1799-1805; twenty-seven volumes of pri
vate and. official correspondence (much of this has 
been printed); drafts of letters to be sent, but for the 
most part not despatched; minutes on the finances 
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or India; papers, reporia, and boob re1aiive to the 
household ~lishmentand expenses of the GoYelDor
General; and a number of leUers and papers for the 
periodl~3. 

In the Record Depariment of the India OffiCle there 
is also a great mass of llS.. material, most of which has" 
80 &r &8 I can see. been used by none of Wellesleys 
biographers. There repose all the Coon lIintdes 
of the East India Company, their despatches to 

Ben"..u. and the replies thereto, the proceedings of the 
Government in India for the period, and twenty-four 
volumes of Wellesley's papers, rontaining Iettem from 
lladras and Bombay to the GoveJDor-General. A 
number of aepanie mIleetions, such as the F"liIber 
papers and the lIiseeDanPOUB Reeords. eontain much 
matter of great value. or lOme of these eolleetions 
printed cat&logues exist. Sir Hemy Waier:field drew 
up a rough list of an enormous mass of doemnenis on 

. subjeda relating to polities and kade. which was 
printed in 1875- or others there are only llS. eat&
Iogues, and these do not profe&! to be comp1ete. I am 
greatly indebted to the kindness of offieiaJa of the 

'Reeord Deparlmeni for their assistanCle to me during 
the researehes I was allowed to make at the India 
Office.. I hue made considerable use of the lIS, 
material, and I believe that some exfzada, such &8 the 
opinions of Wellesley and Dundas on the ~oe
ment of Indian administration (pp. 113-115), and of 
"arren IIa.stin.,cs on the edueation of CiYil Senants 
(pp.' 123-12.4), will be found of much interest.. 
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I a.m very greatly indebted to my friend, the Rev. 
Roland Allen, who has done me the great kindness 
to read my proofs and give me the benefit of valuable 
criticism; and I have also to thank Mr. Reginald 
Van Wart for friendly aid. Nor can I refrain from 
acknowledging my debt to the. courtesy and patience 
of the Editor of this series as well as to his unrivalled 
knowledge of India. 
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THE MARQUESS lVELLESLEY 

-
CHAPTER I 

BIRTH AND TBAIlHNG 

ON the roll of British Rulers of India there is no 
greater name than that of RiChard ¥arquess Wellesley. 
Warren Hastings alone, among his predecessors, can 
claim to be his equal: among his successors it would 
be difficult to find a superior. As an administrator 
and a statesman, alike in hiS' projects and in his 
achievements, he stands out unmistakably among the 
greatest men of his age; and it is in far distant times 
and amid wholly different circumstances that we must 
seek. if we are to point to triumphs more extensive 
than his. It is ill comparing the trophies of heroes : 
but if it was Clive who won and Hastings who pre
served the English foothold in the great peninsula, it 
was Wellesley incontestably who founded the British 
Empi.ie in the East. He found the East India Com
pany & trading body: he left it, almost in spite of 
itself, the mightiest power in the land. 

The genealogies of great men are often an arid and 
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unprofitable study: but a peculiar interest attaches to 
the ancestry of Wellesley. From what strain was it 
that the four brothers, all men of mark and two of 
·undoubted genius, derived their powers1 We have 
no satisfactory answer. An ancient family of Irish 
gentlemen, giving birth in one of its branches to the 
great religious leader of the eighteenth century, the 
house of Wesley-it had once, when spelling was more 
irregular, been Wellesley or Wellesleigh-had thriven 
for centuries respectably,.if without any remarkable 
distinction. Garret Wesley, a friend and neighbour 
of Swift, lived blamelessly and died without issue. 
L'harles Wesley, the 'sweet singer' of Methodism, 
might, if he would, have been his heir. When he 
declined, another kinsman, Richard Colley of Castle 
Carbery, was adopted, and in due time succeeded to 
the name and the estates. His service to the govern
ment, which appear~ to have been slight, or the 
position of his family, received recognition in the 
grant of a peerage: in 1746 Richard Colley Wesley 
became Earon Momington in the peerage of Ireland. 
He was himself something of a virtuoso: his son 
Garret Wesley was a musician of no inconsiderable 
note.. It was uncommon then to see a peer, even an 
Irish peer, as leader of the Orchestra; but the second 
Lord Momington was respected as a man, and admired 
-he is still remembered-as a musician. He married 
in 1759 Anne, daughter of Axthur Hill Trevor, after
wards'LOl'd Dungannon, and in the same year was 
raised to the rank of an earl. 



BIRTH AND TRAINING 

The eldest son of a talented musician and an accom
plished wgman, Richard Colley Wesley 1 was born at 
Dangan Castle, County Meath, on June 20, 1760. 
His brothers, William, afterwards Earl of Mary~ 
borough, Arthur, the great Duke of Welli.ngl;on, and 
Henry, best known as Lord Cowley and British 
Ambassador at Paris, were born in 1763, 1769 and 
1773 respectively. His mother when, one day in her 
old age, her carriage was delayed in the street by an 
applauding crowd, said to her youngest son with 
pardonable pride, 'This comes of being the mother of 
the Gracchi.' 

Richard, after some country schooliIig at Trim, was 
sent to Harrow, whe~ce he shortly departed under 
such stigma as attached to those boys who joined in 
barring out a new Head Master, one Heath from Eton, 
because they preferred a certain Samuel Parr, who 
was to become famous when Heath was forgotten. 
In consequence of this escapade the lit!le rebel of 
eleven was. transferred to Eton, which he ever after
wards loved with all the devotion of a convert. There 
he acquired that accurate knowledge of the Greek 
and Latin classics and that singular facility in com
position which marked hint through life. An enthu. 
siastic but critical judge, Dr. Goodall, afterwards 
Head Master of Eton, considered hint easily Porson's 

I It is said that Richard Wesley began to spell his name 
Wellesley when he was at Eton. He was matriculated at Oxford 
as Wellealey. His brother Arthur spelled his name Wesley till 
mllcb later. )[any of his Indian despatches are so signed. 
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superior as a. scholar. He was in the same house 
with his brother Arthur. William Grenville and Sir 
John Newport, two of his schoolfellows, were his 
constant friends through life. It is said 1 that at the 
Speeches in 1777 he recited Strafford's speech with 
such pathos that George ill shed tears, and that 
when he returned, as he often did, with Archbishop 
Cornwallis to Lambeth, he saw Garrick, who said, 
, Your Lordship has done what I never could do; 
you have drawn tears from the King.' • Yes,' 
answered Wesley, 'but you never spoke before him 
in -the character of a. fallen, favourite, arbitrary 
minister.' 

From Eton he went in De~mber 1778 to Christ 
Church ll• In 1780 he won the Chancellor's prize for 
Latin verse, the subject being the death of Captain 
Cook. In the- next year his father died, and it fell to 
him to pay his debts and educate his children. The 
task was performed with honour and success . 

.AB a. member of the Irish House of Peers, in Grattan's 
time, the young Lord Momington's talents soon com
manded a.ttention. When his friend William. Grenville 
became Chi~f Secretary for Ireland, the correspond
ence between them became constant,and was concerned 
with matters of political importance. Momington 
was exceedingly active. ' I shall be happy and proud,' 

1 Quarterl!l RerMw. vol. cxlix. P. 364. 
• I Being unanimously elected by the Dean and Chapter a 

student· of that institution.' Marquess Wellesley. Primiliaeel 
.Reliquiae, p. 34. 
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he wrote to Grenville. • to take a decided part with 
you in and out of Parliament; and shall, with the 
greatest readiness. contribute anything within the 
compass of my abilities to -the success of your plans, 
and to the arrangement of them.. In short, I shall 
deem it a very small tribute paid to that constant, 
uniform. and ardent friendship which has so often 
a.ssisted me in every shape. to devote· myself to the 
use of a government proceeding on pure principles • 
. • • You may consider me as one of your assistant 
secretaries, a servant though not a slave of the 
crown; and ready to fag with you at business as 
we used to fag at Lent verses and Episco-pastorals· 
together 1: His private lette1'8 contain vivid deSClip
tions of the disturbed life of the Irish .Parliament. 
In 1784 he entered the English House of Commons 
as one of the two members for the borough of Beeral
ston, a seat which he exchanged in 1788 for that of 
Windsor, and for Old Sarum in 1796. He was soon 
recognised as a man of capacity and power. He was 
one of the original knights on the creation of the 
Order of St. Patrick, and in 1786 was made a Lord 
of the Treasury. His earlier political attachments 
were all of a liberal complexion. He was a warm 
admirer of Grattan I and became an intimate friend of 
Pitt, of whose commercial proposals for Ireland he 

I Rist. IISS. Commission. Dropmore )[SS., voL i. p. rli4-
• In a letter to W. Grenville he speaks of him 88 • the first of aD 

men in ability and virtue, my friend Grattan.' Hist. llSS. Com, 
millBion. Dropmore)[ss., voL i. p. lli4-
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was a strong supporter. He opposed in 1789 the 
request of the Irish Parliament to the Prince of Wales 
to assume the office of Regent with unlimited powers. 
He was in complete sympathy with Wilberforce, and 
in the debates of 1792 he proposed the immediate 
abolition of slavery. His action in English and Irish 
parliaments alike, during this period, shows him to. 
have been bo.th enlightened and independent; but w~th 
the pro.gress of the French Revolution his division fro.m 
the Fontes became marked. He was an enemy to. 
Parliamentary Reform, and spoke against the motion 
of the future Lord Grey on May 7, 1793. His opinions 
'were biassed by his fears of the Revolu~on, as his 
arguments show, and when these fears were past it 
was his lot j:.o be a member of the Government which, 
under his old opponent, carried the Reform Bill of 
1832. In 1790 he had travelled abroad for his health, 
and had seen in ~aris the vagaries and violence which 
already marked the proceedings alike of the people 
and of the Assembly. In a letter to William Gren
ville 1 he gives an acute and humorous description 
of the state of the city, and it is not difficult to see 
how his experiences affected his opinions. 

Lord Mornington's position was that of many young 
. men of his time. He had no sympathy with narrow 

and antiquated Whiggism: he took a wide view of 
foreign politics and was ke~nly interested in philan
thropic movements: he was greatly attached to the 
old Constitution, tho.ugh not blind to its need of 

1 Dropmore MSS., vol. i. pp. 607-10. 
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reform: he was, in . fact, in many ways a. typical 
representative of the Conservatism which owed its 
birth to Pitt and to Burke. These principles appear 
clearly in a lengthy speech on the French Revolution; 
delivered on January ZI, 1794, which he corrected for 
the press' and published as Ii. pamphlet, and to which 
Sheridan made and also published a vigorous reply. 
It is no slight testimony to the position he had won 
for himself that his speeches were generally answered 
by the greatest orators of the day. He did not always 
get the best of the encounter: of one famous debate 
Wilberforce wrote in his diary, 'Poor Mornington 
nervous and Sheridan brutal.' 

In 1793 Lord Mornington was SWOl"Il. of the English 
Privy Council. and in the same year he began his 
connection with Indian affairs by his appointment 
as a member of the Board of Control He had already 
prepared himself by reading Indian history and such 
literature as he could procure I. For the next four 
years he studied India closely; his speeches contain 
constant allusions to the condition and policy of 
England in the East: and he had the advantage of an 
intimate acquaintance with Lord Cornwallis, whose 
Indian administration had been the most successful 
porf,ion of his chequered career. His brother Arthur 
went out to Madras in 1796, with the character from 

I He wrote from Brighton to Grenville, July 30,1786, telIinghim 
that he was reading Orme, and asking for' some general account of 
the European settlemente in the East Indies! Dropmore :KSS., 

, vol. i. p. 12630 
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Oornwallis of' a sensible man and a good officer,' and 
from ,him he received constant communications, terse, 
acute, unprejudiced, like his later and more famous 
letters. 

In the same year .the necessity of changes in Indian 
administration became evident. Sir John Shore at 
Calcutta and Lord Hobart at Madras were impatient 
of each other's views. The latter expected to be made 
Governor-General; but the Home Government were 
convinced of his unfitness. Cornwallis was induced 
again to undertake the post, and in March 1797 
Mornington was privately offered the Governorship 
of Fort St. George, with promise of the reversion of 
the Governor-Generalship. He accepted it, and it 
was not long before the reversion also fell to him. 

On July z6, at the King's Levee he took leave, as 
for Madras; but the changes in Ireland were so great 
that it was felt Cornwallis could not be dispensed 
with. After a week at Holwood with Pitt, spent in 
anxious discussions of the needs and prospects of our 
lndian possessions, Mornington was definitely ap
pointed Governor-General of India, receiving at the 
same time, as Baron Wellesley, a peerage of Great 
Britain, an honour he had long desired. At the end 
of October he took part in a great banquet givell by 
the East India Company to the victor of Camperdown, 
and a ballad on the triumph of the great-hearted 
British Admiral, which he wrote for the occasion-not 
equal it must be confessed to those which Dihdin and 
Braham made so famous-was received with the 
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enthusiasm which is generally the lot of a Viceroy's 
essays in verse. He was indeed better at Latin than 
at English poetry, and some hexameters on the crimes 
of the Revolution and the virtues of the venerable 
Duncan, written about the same t.ime at Walmer and 
published in the Anti-Jacobin, were more worthy of 
his powers. 

Lord Mornington sailed on November 7,1797. From 
the first he affected all the dignities that should belong 
to the ruler of a great empire. Years before, on his 
first appearance in the Irish House of Lords, his bel air 
Lad been quizzed, and an ill-natured observer had 
compared his manner to that of Garrick as a tragedy
king. He had cultivated, indeed, all the outward 
graces of a great man: in attitude, in voice, in style, 
in the deliberation which had marked all his parlia
mentary utterances, he appeared as one who had a 
right to attention and homage. In lesser matters he was 
equally punctilious. On his way out, in spite of the 
distresses of a bad sailor 1, whic~ he endured with much 

. lamentation, he dressed for dinner as if he were at 
home; and the Morning Chronicle, in its account ot 
his departure, reported with undisguised sarcasm, • to 
such an extent is the frigate encumbered with stores, 
carriages, and baggage, that should t4e l'encontre of 
an enemy make it necessary to prepare for action, Lord 
Mornington will inevitably suffer from clearage in the 
course of five minutes.a loss of at least £2,000.' 

I Even the crossing to Ireland made him ill enough to keep his 
bed. Dropmore MSS., vol i. p. 225. 

Bz 
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. '.' ne new Governor-General went out, unlike some 
<if 'hilt predecessors, pledged to no system and with 

~"PFactlcally no personal interest in the affairs which 
he was to, direct. His brother Arthur was, it is true, 
already in India; and he took with him his youngest 
'brother, Henry, as bis political secretary. He was 
always eager to advance his kinsfolk, and his brothers 
m~re than justified his interest. But with this 
exception he was free from the slightest suspicion of 
concern outside the sphere of the duties of his post. 
Neither himself, nor through any agent, however well 
concealed, was he concerned in commerce. He had 
not, like Cornwallis, 8. military training or a military 

'bias. No doubt he was influenced-most men were-• 
by Dundas, but he was in no sense his creature. He 
had no past ties to the Company, and was neither 
indebted to, them for his advancement nor relying 
upon them for future suppol't. It was, too, a great 
advantage to come after such a man as Sir John Shore. 
Stolid and opinionated honesty is not generally attrac
tive or engaging. Mornington's public life, while . 
.honourable to the core, was unquestionably a brilliant 
antithesis to that of his predecessor. He had much 
of the genius of Warren Hastings, 8.nd he started 
unhampered by ignorant opposition. Shore did better 
on a. less extended area: of Mornington his friend the 
,Speaker Addington, some years before, had said very 
truly, 'You want 8. wider sphere; you are dying of 
the cramp.' 



CHAPTER II 

BEGINNINGS IN llmU: THE NWM; THE PRESIDENCIES 

AFTER the works of Sir James Stephen and Sir John 
Strachey 1 it would be idle again to insist upon the 
arbitrary and unhistorical dogmatism of James Mill. 
Be it only said that he is as hasty and pragmatical 
on Mornington ~ he ~s on Hastings, and as wilfully 
blind to the evidence which he professes to have con
Bulted. The new Governor-General, he says, 'had 
possessed but little time for acquainting himself with 
the complic8.ted affairs of India, when all his attention 
was di.rected to a particular point.' Were the time 
brief or long, the despatches which he wrote from the 
Cape of Good Hope on February 23 and Feblllary 28. 
17981, show how well he had used it. It happened 
that he met at the Cape not only Lord Macartney, the 
Governor, who had been Governor of Madras, but also 
LOl·d Hobart, David Baird, who had been released 
from captivity in Mysore by the peace of Bangalore 
and had the best means of judging what were Tipu's 

I N .............. antlImpey(I88s), and HtJBli7l9BantlfM Bohillll w .... (dI9"), 
• Welltsl." DeBpakJles, eeL Montgomery Martin, voL i. pp. I-'S, 

11-34. 
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feelings towards the English, and Major Kirkpatrick, 
who had recently been resident at Haidarabad. From 
the last-named he obtained information which Dundas 
especially desired as to the system 'now pursued 
almost universally by the native princes, of retaining 
in their service numbers of European or American 
officers under whom the native troops are trained and 
disciplined in imitation of the corps of Sepoys in the 
British service.' It was to this, and especially in 
regard to the relations of the Nizam with the Com
pany, that Mornington on his arrival in India first 
directed his attention. . 

The Nizim's force, under the command of a. French
man named Raymond, consisted of Qver ten thousand 
men with a. train of a.bout thirty native-served field
pieces. Orders had already been given for its increase 
to fourteen thousand: a large tract of country, part of 
which bordered on the Karnatik, had been assigned 
as security for its pay: and it was more than 
suspected, as it was afterwards proved, that the 
officers, with the tacit sanction of the Nizam himself, 

. were in correspondence in the French interest with 
the far more dangerous ruler of Mysore. The position 
of this force was paralleled in many other native 
states, and it appeared to be clearly a distinct and 
powe~ful aid to French influence in India.. 

'I have no doubt,' wrote Mornington 1, 'that the natural 
effect of the unchecked and rapid growth ~f such a party at 

l Wellesley Despatches, vol. i. p. 5. 
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the Comt of one of our principal allies must be in a very 
short period to detach that Court entirely from our interests, 
and finally to fix it in those of our enemies; to subject its 
councils to their control, and its military establishments to 
their discretion. I;lowever despicable the corps of RaymQnd 
may now be in point of discipline or effect in the field, would 
it be wise to have such a large body of men in re~ess to 
receive whatever improvements the ability, assiduity, and 
zeal of French officers sent from Europe for that express 
purpose might introduce into the constitution of a corps so 
prepared by correspondent principles and objects to meet the 
most sanguine expectations of their new leaders 1 Under 
these circumstances, the corps which perhaps now has little 
more efficiency than that of a political party, might soon 
become in the hands of onr enemy as efficient a military 
rorce, as it -is now m that view wholly useless either to the 
Nizam or to t1S.,' 

The· measures by which Mornington, on the advice 
of Kirkpatrick, proposed to meet these dangers, 
were sketched thWi early: and they were those 
which he actually carried out. They were-to 
procure by representation and demand the disband
ment. of Raymond's troops and to replace them by a . 
large increase of the British contingent in the Nizam's 
pay, granting such extension of power in the use of 
the latter force as would enable it to be a real safe
guard to the Nizam against the encroachments of the 
Marlithas. He discussed further, in his letter of the 
23rd and at greater length on the 28th, the position 
of the British- power in India in relation to the native 
states generally, and showed & masterly grasp of the 
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situation and an intimate acquaintance with its 
difficulties which proved him to be no novice in the 
study of Indian politics. That his views were not 
merely derived from Kirkpatrick is clear from his 
diScussion and rejection of several of that officer's 
proposals. It was to Haidarabad that Mornington first 
looked on his arrival in India. It will be convenient 
therefore to sketch his relations with the Nizam before 
we tum to the other .branches of his work. 

The position of the Nizam was, at this time, chiefly 
dangerous to the British because of his neighbourhood 
to and suspected dea.lings with the redoubtable ruler 
of Mysore .. Tipu Sultan was the enemy whom the 
province of Madras had chiefly to fear, and his 
was the power which Mornington saw that it was 
necessary at once to reduce. But the Council of Fort 
St. George, shortsighted and timorous, remembered 
HaidarAIi's famous descent on the Karnatik and 
dreaded a War. ~th his fierce and brutal son. They 
still fancied too, with singular blindness, that it was 
wise to suffer the extension of his power as a counter
poise to that of the Marathas. 

Momington, it will be seen, had already proof of the 
hostile designs of Tipu, which made it madness to 
delay. He knew Mysore to be in alliance with 
France. Haidarabad, dominated by French officers, 
was certain sooner or later to follow the example. It 
was necessary, then, to act at once. Captain James 
Achilles Kirkpatrick was. accordingly instructed to 
negotiate with the Nizam and with his son, Azim-al 
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Omrab, for a more definite and bin . a ~ ~r41N 
details of the negotiation are to be gl· ed fJ1f~lJJ 
private correspondence 1: but the actio as 'fiJ~~ 
and effectual. Wellesley showed that he Pti __ 
not only the statesman's power of bold origination, 
but the skill, equally rare as it is, of choosing agents 
bold and decided as himself. Foremost among these 
was a young officer named Malcolm, of whose wide 
knowledge of the native langua.,aes and extensive 
study of the political systems of India, he had learnt 
through his brother Henry Wellesley. Malcolm was 
appointed assistant at HaidariOOd in September, 1798. 
His tact and eourage were of the greatest service, and 
his subsequent brilliant eareer justified the seleCtion. 
He became the historian of events in which he had 
been a prominent actor. 

On September. I, 1798, a treaty was signed at 
HaidariOOd by which the Nizam was to receive 
a subsidiary force of six thousand Sepoys w:ith 
artillery officered by British subjects, to be paid out 
of his treasury. The whole of the officers and 
BeIjeants of the French force were to be dismissed • and 
the troops eomposing it so dispersed and disorganized 
that no trace of the former establishment' should 
remain. No Frenchman was in future to be employed 
by the Nizam, nor any other European without the 
Company's permission. 

Such was the treaty. To carry it out might seem 

lThe Sinh Report of the BoyalCommission on HistoriealllSS. (Sir 
B. Sbaehey'. JlSS.) _tams snaral h:tien from. the Kidpatrieb.. 
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a. difficult matter. But Wellesley's agents were equal 
to the task imposed on them. It may be that if Ray
mond had been alive there would have been a. fight: 
but he WI).S dead and his successor, M. Perron, seems 
to have been glad to be out of the business. How
ever that may be, through the tact and decision of 
Colonel Roberta, the disarmament of the French force 
was accomplished without difficulty, and British 
influence became once more supreme at Haidaribad.; 
Thus, on the eve of the war with Tipu, which might 
prove the most serious· that the Co~pany had ever 
engaged in, the flank of the Madras presidency was 
secured, and what had been a. danger was turned into 
a. support. 

To complete the record of Wellesley's relations with 
Haidara.bad, it should be added that the Nizam took 
a subordinate part in the campaign in Mysore and 
received a very handsome share of the conquered 
territory. Before long a. new treaty became necessary. 
The Nizam was in sore straits. The Maratbas, his 
constant an~ lively foes, were still pressing their 

. '. ~s for cha'Uth: his own tributaries, who owed 
tribute also to the Maratbas, were encouraged by 
them in resistance to his demands. . He could not 
coerce them, for his own force was inadequate and 
the British troops were, by treaty. only to be used for 
definite external war. . The difficulties in the way of 
procuring an Europea.n-officered army were enormous. 
There se~ed every possibility that before long the 
Manlthas would· actually invade Haidarabad-and, 
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last straw of all, the Nizam could exact no money 
from the territory he had gained ~n the Mysore parti
tion, and his subsidy to the English was in arrears. . 
. Under these circumstances a treaty of Defensive 
Alliance was negotiated in October J 800, by which 
Wellesley set at rest the difficulties of Haidar~b3.d. 
The English forces in the Deccan were .increased to 
ten thousand men, and were authorised to aefend the 
Nizam against all aggression. The Nizam agreed to 
submit all his disputes to English -mediation; and he 
yielded to the Company the' whole of his acquisitions 
from Tipu. The northern frontier of Mysore was 
now placed in British hands, and the security of the 
Southern Province was greatly increased. 

The disbandment of the French force, the earliest 
triumph of the new Governor-General, was cordially 
approved at home. 

• Your treaty with the Nizam,' wrote Dundas, • effectually 
puts an end to every alarm upon that part of the business; 
and whether you consider it negatively as removing the French 
force from our neighbourhood, or positively in respect of the 
additional strength it affords to us and the aid it give~ to 
our finances, it is a transaction which tells in our favour in' 
a variety of ways ...• Your lordship has . long before this 
time anticipated the satisfaction I have received from that 
transaction, which bas been completed in so masterly and 
effectual a manner.' 

In the course of his action with regard to the Nizam 
the Governor-General was brought into constant som. 
munication with the Governor and Council of Forb 
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St. George. The difficulties of control had always 
been one of the most fruitful sources of weakness 
in the Company's government of its possessions, and 
the situation during the time of Lord Hobart ~d Sir 
John Shore had become acute. To Mornington divided 
responsibility was intolerable, and he took the oppor
tunity' of the arrival of the new Governor of Madras, 
Lord Clive; to address to him a homily on his position 
and duties which is highly instructive. The tone is 
polite, cordial, friendly: Morningtoil received the intel
ligence of the appointment with' very great pleasure' ; 
but he did not hesitate to speak clearly. He em
phasized the need for secrecy in communication: he 
criticized the inferiority of the civil service of Madras: 
he laid down strict limits as to the interference of the 
lesser with the greater officiaL No steps, he declared, 
must be taken in matters relating to negotiation, war, 
revenue, or the general interest, civil, military, or 
political of the Company's possessions, by the inferior 
presidency. Its duty consists merely • in a. cordial 
co-operation in the execution of that which it is the 
peculiar province of the Governor-General in Council 
to determine.' Nor is it compatible with the position 
of the lesser presidencies • to mingle direct or indirect 
censures with their formal obedience to the legal 
authority of the Governor-General in Council; still 
less can it be their duty to anticipate his decisions 
by the premature interposition of their opinions or 
advice in $flY quarter, where such interference may 
counteract the success of his general plans and may 
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introduce aD. the mischief and confusion of divided 
councils and of conflicting authority. The examjnA
tion of the records or the late Government of Fort 
St. GeOrge,' continued the imperious Governor-General. 
• will maniIes\ a constan~ tendency towards this fatal 
error; and even since my arrival in Benaoal. I have 
found it necessary to restrain the symptoms of the 
lI&1De disposition.' 

It. was well to speak thus clearly at· the outset; 
and it must; be aJIowed that Lord Clive acted with 
great. ~ and restraint within the limits which his 
loperior assi.,oned to him. He refrained from the 
• fatal error' of uiticism, and the Governor-General 
went his lordly way, untra.mmelled by opposi
tion, and followed to the end of' his career by the 
• fervent esteem, respect and affection I' of the subor
dinate whom he bad taught thus early to know his 
pl&ee. 

Difficulties there were with the Madras Council, 
where, especiaJly in the ease of the affairs of the 
Nawab ofAroot, the officials were apt to act. as 
Artbnr Young B&id that statesmen at home acted 
towards America, • on the maxims of the counter'; 
but they were smoothed by the gennine friendship 
between Wellesley and Clive. Nor at any time did 
the condition of Madras approach that of Bombay. 
or the latter, during his brother's administration 

I See J.rd CJjw'8 letter _ .~ his posI; to Lord WaII.iam 

JleaatiDd, Sept. 30 llk>3- w.,..,., Dr:IpIIcA-, qJ" T. pp. 4311-5-
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(in spite of pleasant experience and a love passage 1) 
Arthur Wellesley left a biting description which may 
S11fficiently describe.his relations with its Council:-

, There are two parties throughout the Bombay establish
ment, the civil and ~ilitary service; and the latter are 
divided into two parties, those in the King's and those in 
the Company's service. The disputes of these two parties 
are the sole business of every man under the government 
of Bombay; . and they are maint.ained by the system of 
encouragement given to correspondence and the perpetual 
reference to individuals by government. In short, I see 
that nothing can succeed with these people as it ought; and 
I wish to God I had nothing to do with them t.' 

1 Sae Bombay and Western India, by James Douglas, vol. ii. p. 9. 
• Nov. II; 1803. Owen's Selecti<mSfrom Wellingt<>n Despatches, P·320. 



CHAPTER ill 

THECONQUEBT OF MYSORE 

IN the popular mind the fame of Wellesley rested, 
and still rests,"without question almost solely on the 
Conquest of Mysore. If the natives, as grqtesque 
instances showed \ regarded the Company as an old 
woman (a hypothesis to which its conduct gave a high 
degree of probability), the British nation, equally: 
ignorant, knew the Indian States without discrimi
nation as notable for wealth and cruelty, and the 
great peninsula as a happy land where the Company 
had sent Englishmen, and Mr. Dundas had sent Scots
men, who returned after many years with impaire4 
constitutions and impetuous manners to buy English 
constituencies and excite the avarice of poor relations. 
For once an Oriental chieftain came within the range 
of European politics. Whether because he wa.s under
stood to .be in alliance with the French bugbear or 
because so many Britons had been his prisoners, the 
barbarity of Tipu was a household word in England. 
Tipu was a sort of Eastern' Boney'; English mothers 

1 Lord Valentia was announced to Wellesley thus-'The Lord's 
sister's son and the grandson of Mrs. Company is arrived.' See 
Torrens, Wellesley, p. :a30. 
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scare~ their naughty childrezi with his name. Colonel 
Wilks's account of the sufferings of British prisoners in 

. Mysore 1 gives a picture which many a British house
hold knew to be too sadly true. When General Baird's 
mother heard how the captives were bound together 
and dragged after the cannon on the march-'I pity the 
mon,' she said, 'wha's tied to ma Davie I' Few could 
treat the matter so lightl,. Knowledge of the misery 
of the British prisoners led to exaggerated ideas of 
the power of the monster who had poisoned and assa.~
sinated so many of ~hem. Haidar Ali had defeated 
the Company's troops in the open field: Tipu had 
stood forth with all the appearance of a conqueror at 
the peace of Mangalore in 1784, and in the fifteen 
years since then his power had seemed-in spite of 
his defeat at the hands of Cornwallis-rather to in. 
crease than to decay. Suddenly, in a few months, it 
was shattered to the dust; his territory was divided, 
his dynasty deposed; and the British troops secured 
such a quantity of prize-money as had never been 
known before. The· British imagination, already 
strongly appealed to, was dazzled by these brilliant 
results; and when men at home asked whose work 
this was, and Anglo-Indians, military and civil 
servants alike, cried with one voice, 'Mornington's: 
a testimony so unanimovs and unusual carried all 
England with it in its enthusiasm. Wellesley, Tipu, 
and Seringapatam were written in the memories of 

I Historit:al Ske!cku 'II Southern India, ii. 5'u, II. 
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Englishmen for generati?na and in English history 
for &II time. 

Mornington 1 anived in India. with no settled plan 
of .. My90re&n war. His instructions from Dundas 
were to preserve the balance of power between the 
native princes upon the s&me footing as that on which 
it was plaeed ~y the treaty of Seringapatam (1792). 
He perceived. from the conversations which he had at 
the Cape, and from the despatches from India. which 
he opened and read, that this balance had been 
materially disturbed. The unsettled condition of the 
Marath& States was not such as to inspire alarm. The 
youth of naulat Rao Sindhia counterbalanced the 
aecession of power which his predecessor, the great 
Mahadaji, had won. Indore was weakened by the 
feuds of the claimants to the authority "of Tukaji 
Holkar. Nagpur seemed to be stronger: bot it was 
traditionally allied with the British. The Nizam was 
perceptibly weaker than of old. There was no power 
in Central or Southern India. to be named beside that 
of Mysol'e. In the North-West Provinces the weak
ness of Oudh was a danger to the English and to 
itself; and there was an univers&l expectation of 
invasion from Zeman Shah, the Afghan chief whose 
power had advanced with such alarming strides, and 
who was known to be in treaty with &II the states in 
Hiodustan that were unfri~dly to the Company. It 

I Besides the IV...,., ~ there .... oil this IIObjee& &lid 
1-. ." !'pi S ..... anaagecl aDd kaDslaied 117 Col. W. Xirll,· 
patrid, JelL 

II 
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may be that this danger was exaggerated; but'it is 
unquestionable that it .appeared very real to all the 
prominent, soldiers and statesmen, of British India. 
Not the least alarming feature was the association of 
Zemal!. Shah with Tipu Sultan. 

Mornington, sketched thus clearly, in his letter, to 
Dundas from, the Cape, the change in the position of 
the, latter since the peace of Seringapatam. 

- , Since that period of time he has enjoyed perfect internal 
tranquillity; while our allies all around him 'have been 
distracted and exhausted by domestic rebellions,successive 
revolutions, and mutualwarB, he has been employed in 
recruiting the. sources of his strength, improving his reve
nues, and invigorating the, discipline of his armies .... He 
has been very active for some time past in his application 
to the Courts of the Native powers, endeavouring to stir 
them up against us. He certainly applied for that purpose 
to the Nizlim, and during the absence of Azrm ul Omrah at 
Poona he made a very strong impression upon the politics 
of the Court of Haidarltbad, wh~re he has now a wkU, and 
where he certainly has many partisans as well in the corps 
of Raymond as in the servioe of Umjid nl Daula, a chief of 
a considerable faction called the Paungah party, ancl in that 
of Imtiaz ul Dalila, ,nephew to the ,Nizam. Tipu has also 
sent t1aklls to Poona, with the same object of raising 
a spirit of ~ostility against us.' 

,After. discussing the policy to be adopted towards the 
other ,States, he ,continues: 

, I have adverted in this letter to the increased assiduity 
with which TIpu pas ,endeavoured to raise animosities against' 
us among the Native powel's, and to his intercourse 'With 



THE CONQUEST OF MYSORE 35 

Zeman Shah. I wish to kUow from jou whether we ought 
to BUfFa. without animadversion and spirited representation 
lOch open acta of hostility on the part of Tipli' My ideas on 
thiB lobject Ire that, 88 on the one hand we ought never to 
use any high langua"ae towards Tipu, nor ever attempt to 
deny him the smallest point of his machinatioDl against us, 
we ought'to let him know that his treachery does not escape 
oor observation, and to make him feel that he is within the 
reach of our vigilance. At present it appeara to me that he 
iB permitted to excite ill-will against DB wherever he pleases. 
without the least attempt on our part to reprehend eitber 
~ for the IUggestiOn, or the court to whom he applies for 
W:tening-to it.' 

'Moderation, however, was impossible when Tipu's 
relations with the French became known. He had 
for some time (as iii was afterwards disooveredby the 
papers found at Seringapatam) been corresponding 
with the French governor of Mauritius, giving him 
information of the state of India and pressing for an 
immediate invasion. It was not till the correspondence 
bad continued for some time, and Tipu. bad sent envoys 
to negotiate by word of mouth, that the Governor of 
Mauritius definitely accepted the offers of the -ruler 
of Mysore. 

On June 8 Mornington read in a Calcutta newspaper 
the proclamation issued by Governor Malartie in 
January. The proclamation stated the requests of 
Tipu. for assistance and his promises of service against 
the English. He bad dee1ared that all his prepara
tions were already completed, and that the French 
troops, whom he would maintain' entirely at his own 

C2 
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expense, would find ev6rything ~y for immediate 
war; that, in fact, he only waited for French succour 
to open hostilities against the English, and that it 
was his ardent desir~ to expel them from India.. On 
the ground of these statements the proclamation re
commended a general levy for the service, and assured 
all citizens who should enlist that Tipu would give 
them a good rate of pay and allowances, to be fixed 
by his envoys before the departure of the expedition. 

Mornington at once began to make preparationa for 
war. He wrote immediately to General Harris at 
Madras, warning him to make preparations. Advice 
poured in upon him from the timid officials at 
Madras. Most characteristic was the memorandum of 
Mr. Josiah Webbe, the honest and able Secretary to 
that Presidency. He dwelt upon the 'principle of 
British policy,' to preserve Tipu as a power and to 

balance him against the Mani.thas and the.Nizam, 
upon the military weakness, the lack of resources, the 
bank.rpptcy of the Madras presidency, the strength of 
Tipu's defences, and the utter weakness of our allies. 
'I can anticipa.te none but the most baneful CODtle

quences from a. war with Tipu.' 
So said they all Even General Harris dwelt strongly 

on the difficulties in the way. Nor was Morningt{)n 
himself blind to the want of allies. No aid, he said, 
could be expected from the Nizam, weakened by his 
long wars with the Marathas, or from PooD&, where 
dissensions and Sindhi80 alike prevented any active 
interferenoo, and where the one constant principle 
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was hatred of HaidarabM. Happily, support W88 not 
lacking from home. The Secret Committee wrote, as 
soon as they heard of the proclamation, to direct 
that, if Tipu's designs should prove to be such as 
that document represented, his attack should not be 
awaited, but war should at once be carried into the 
enemy's country. MorningWn received this letter 
on October 18, and he heard at the sa~e time of 
Bonaparte's Egyptian expedition. It was e1ear that 
no time was to be lost. He issued orders to the 
Madras authorities to prepare for war, and pressed on 
the disarmament of the French troops at Haidara"bad. 
His letters show a thorough grasp of the objects to 
be BOught and of the means to be used: he appears to 
have mastered detail and principle alike. The long 
minute of August 12,1798, written for the Council 
and occupying fifty pages of the despatches, is a work 
of consummate genius, and by itself would establish 
its author's claim to be a statesman of the highest 
rank. Hjs objects were thUB summarised: 

• First, to seize the whole maritime territory remaining 
in his possession below tbe Ghats on the coast of Malabar., in 
order to preclude him from all future communications by 
sea with his French allies. Secondly, by marching the army 
from the coast of Coromandel directly upon his capital, to 
compel him to purcbase peace by a formal cession of the 
territory seized on the C06IIt of Malabar. Thirdly, to compel 
bim to defray our wbole expense in the war, and thus to 
secure the double advantage of indemnifying us for the 
expense occasioned by his aggression, and of reducing his 
resources with a view to our future security. Fourthly, to 
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compel him to .admit permanenj Residents at his CoUl't from 
us and from our allies, a measure which would enable us at 
all times to check his operations, and to counteract the intri
cacies of his treachery. Fifthly, that the expulsion of all 
the natives of France now in his service, and the perpetual 
exclusion of all Frenchmen, hoth from his army an~ domi
nions, should be made conditions of any treaty of peace 
with hiui: 

His opinions clear, his measures decided, he ad
vanced rapidly towards his end. On November 4 he 
conveyed to Tip'll. intelligence of the :British success 
in Egypt; on the 8th, still hoping to prevent & rupture, 
he urged him in & dignified letter to abandon the 
French alliance. On Christmas Day, 1798, he received 
a shufHing reply, attributing to the French the spread
ing of false reports, and ending in the true Oriental 
diplomatio vein : 

• Your lordship is a great Sirdar, a firm friend and the 
rectifier of all things, and you possess an enlightened judge
ment. I have the strongest hope that the min<Is of the wife 
and intelligent will not be sullied by doubts and jealousies, 
but will consider me from my heart desirous of harmony 
and frie~dship. Continue to allow me the pleasure of your 
correspondence, making me happy by accounts of your health. 
What more shall be written I ' 

Mornington advanced towards his end with sure 
and certain tread. On the very day he received this 
insolent letter he sailed for Madras. He arrived on 
December 31, and on January 2, 1799, assumed the 
direction of affairs at the scene of· action. On the 
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9th he wrote a clear and determined. letter to Tipu, 
explaining that he knew of his negotiations with-the 
French, and calling :upon him definitely to receive an 
English envoy a~d make terms with the Company 
and its allies. No satisfactory reply was sent: no 
news had arrived of the ultimate fortune of the French' 
in Egypt. The, danger was pressing. A letter from 
the Sultan of Turkey himself, the head of the 
Muhammadan interest, desiring him to &11y with the 
British, left Tipu still unwilling to surrender his 
hopes from the French &1liance. He only replied to 
Mornfngton that he was going a-hunting. His cup, 
'was full. Mornington delayed no longer. 

There can be no question that the judgement of the 
Company's officials as to the growth of the power of 
,Tipu and the decay of the other states was just: still 
less can the reality of the French intrigues be doubted. 
Two further points, however, on which Mr. Mill lays 
great stress, must be considered. Was W ellesley pre~ 
cipitate in the decla.ration of war 1 The long period 
during which plans were laid and preparations 

, matured, long indeed in comparison with that which 
precedes the wars of our own day, appears to refute 
this charge. It must be remembered also that delay 
was in every way favourable to Tipu. It made his 
chances of French help stronger and gave him time 
to strengthen his defences. If it was necessary to 
strike at a.ll, certainly it was wise to strike soon. 

But there is & more serious charge. Tipu, it is 
declared, was a man of religion and moderation-:-
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. 'As a domestic ruler he sustains an advantageous com
parison with 'the greatest prince of the East ...• He had the 
discernment to perceive, what is generally hid from the eyes 
of rulers in a more enlightened state of society, that it is the 
prosperity of those who labour with their hands which con
.stitutes the principle and cause of the prosperity of States; 
he therefore made it his business to protect them against the 
intermediate orders of the community, by whom it is difficult. 
to prevent them from being oppressed. His country Was 
accordingly, at least during the first and better part of his 
reign, the best cultivated, and its population the most 
flourishing in India; while under the English and their 
dependents, the population of the Kamatik and Oudh, hasten
ing towards the state of deserts, was the most wretched 
upon the face of the earth I.' 

A comparison with States in which the Company 
had at that moment no authority or power of reform 
is, to say the least, disingenuous; and it need only be 
l'eplied that the testimony of residents and travellers 
far from bears out the Utopian description of Mr. Mill. 
The increased prosperity of the country under British 
rule is vouched for by indisputable authority. And 
it would be difficult to say what foundation in fact is 
possessed by~. Mill's application to the Sultan or' 
Mysore of his own excellent sentiments concerning 
the position of the agricultural labourer. The taxa
tion under Tipu was oppressive, and the sons of the 
soil paid heavily for tilling it. 

So much of preliminalies and justification. On 
February 22, J 799, Mornington issued at Madras 

I Mill, Histmy qf British India, ed. Wilson, voL vi. pp. 105, 6. 
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a declaration of the occasions of the war, and on the 
same day sent to General Harris his instructions for 
the political ~nduct of the campaign. 1hese chiefly 
concerned the appointment of a Commission, of which 
Arthur Wellesley was to be the head, to negotiate 
with any tributaties or subjects of Tipu who might 
desire to ally with the British, and to use measures 
of conciliation towards the inha.bitants of the invaded 
territory, and of protection to any surviving member 
of the old ruling family of Mysore dispossessed by the 
adventurer Haidar. 

In a private letter to General Harris, MorniIlgton 
expressed himself happy in the advantageous circum
stances under which the war was to be begun. The 
army of the Kal"natik, which Harris Wa.8 to command, 
was unquestionably 'the best appointed, the most 
completely equipped, the most amply and liberally 
supplied, the most perfect in point of discipline, and 
the .most fortunate in the acknowledged experience 
and abilities of its officers in every department, which 
ever took the field in India.' ~e army on the 
Ma.labar coast was equally efficient. Both were strong 
in cavalry: and W e~esley now expected, somewhat 
too sanguinely, some results from the zeal displayed 
by the Nizam, and the aid of a not inconsiderable 
detachment of the famed Marath8. horse. Harris was 
to go unshackled by the civil control which had 
spoiled 80 many a British expedition in the past. 
The object of the war was • single, distinct, and 
definite,' and the means of attaining it had long been 
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studied by those to whom it was entrusted to carry 
them out. The whole of the British staff was well 
acquainted with the' geography, the resources and 
the defences of MY80re. 

'On the other hand, TiPu.'s IIrmy is known to have sutrered 
considerably both in numbers and discipline since the last 
war. His finances are in great disorder; he no longer P08-
Ilesses the confidence of his army, his counsels are distroiCted 
by a variety of contending factions, and his spiritS are 
dejected and broken by the disappointment of his hopes of 
French assistance, by the retreat of Zeman Shah, by the 
failure of his intrigues at the Courts of Poona and Haidar
abad,. and by the unexampled vigour, alacrity, and enent of 
our military operatiOD&' 

A glowing picture-~e colours bright to encourage 
the cautious soldier. Mornington knew how to sound 
& trumpet call to action as well as how to pen & diplo
matic protocol or & statesman's estimate of political 
probabilities. Once more he addressed the Court of 
Directors in & dignified vindication of the war. 
Already he had ordered the army to advance .. 

On the day that the formal act of opening the war 
took place, the' Governor-General wrote & letter to 
Colonel Pa.lmer, the Resident .at Poona. which ex
presses with brevity and clearness the aims which he 
hebt-at the moment.. 

'Entertaining no views of aggrandisement, my objects in 
the war will be limited to the attainment of a just indemnity 
for the great expense to which the aggression of Tipn SulMn 
has subjected the allies, and of a ressooable security against 
th" . future. violence and treachery of that prince. But no 
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negotiations with II view to either object can be entertained 
without danger to the .common cause until the Sultan shall 
have been compelled to entertain Eel'ious apprehension for 
the security of Seringapatam. And it is accordingly my 
resolution to listen to no overtures from him until we shall 
have attained such a position as shall sufficiently secure UB 

against the efforts of his insincerity. In this determination 
I have no doubt of being cordially supported by the Peshw' 
and by Nana. Famavis 1.' 

. On .February 3, General Harris took the com
mand; on March 5, his troops entered the territory 
of Mysore. A Bombay contingent under General 
Stewart advanced to form a junction with the 
Madras army. The march was no military pro
menade, nor was it accomplished with the order 
which befits a well organized force. The difficulty of 
keeping open communications was considerable, that 
of transport was greater, that of obtaining supplies 
greater still. -Stewart advanced by the Poodic:herran 
Ghat and stationed his army between Sidasire and 
Sidapore, whe~e he was attacked by Tipu, whow. he 
repelled with considerable slaughter. The united 
forces of Madras and Bombay then advanced by 
Kankanhalli; while Tipu, who had retired to Sering&t
patam- after his defeat, again came forward, but w~~ 
hesitating and uncertain plan. Finally he gave battl~ 
at Malvilli. The fight was sharp, and not without 
vigour on the part of the Mysorean army; but it 
ended in another victory for the British troops, 

I Feb. 3, 1799. Selecti .... .from Letters, .loc •. at Bombay, by 
G. W. Forrest, Maratba Series, vol. i. 
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and Tipu retired again to his capital. This was 
on March 27: on April 5, General Harris completed 
the investment and b~gan the siege. The opera
tions were hurried as much as possible, for the 
season waS late and want of supplies was already 
being felt. Nor were the forts behind the invaders 
secured. It had been a bold rush and everything was 
staked on the rapidity of the movements. 

On the evening of .April 3, the breach made by the 
artillery in the walls was considered practicable, and 
on the 4th the assault took place under the· com
mand of Major-General Baird. 'In less than seven 
minutes from the. period of issuing from the trenches 
the British colours were planted on the eummit of the 
breach.' Within the ramparts there was fierce resist
ance. Tipu himself was in the thick of the fight and 
fell, covered with wounds, as the British entered the 
inner fortification 1. The triumph was complete. 

Baird, who commanded the attack, had himself 
undefgone cruel imprisonment at Tipu's hands, and 
was not remarkable for . lenity : but his treatment 
of the ~ultan's children was generous and noble. 
When he saw the pnnces trembling and distressed he 
was, says an eye-witness 9, 'sensibly affected . . • and 
his gallantry on the assault was not more conspicuous 

1 An interesting account of Tipu's conduct during the siege 
and on his last day is to be found in the P4t"sian Life by Mir 
Hussein Ali Khan, translated by Col. Miles, London, 1844. The 
Sultan is regarded as a hero and martyr. 

• Major Allan, in Beatson's YielD qf 1M War with 7'ip1l Sultan, 
Appendix xlii. 
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than the moderation and humanity which on this 
occasion he displayed. He received the princes with 
every mark of regard, repeatedly assured them that 
no violence or insult should be offered to them, and 
he gave them in charge to two officers to conduct 
them to head-quarters in camp.' 

With Tipu's death the war was practicaJ1y at an 
end: the fortresses of Mysore speedily surrendered, 
the people apparently welcomed the change of masters: 
only a predatory adventurer, named Dhundia Wii.gh, 

_ kept up a guerilla warfare for_ some time till he was 
defeated and slain by Arthur Wellesley. 

In the settlement of Mysore the objects of the 
Governor-General were twofold. It was esseIitial to 
obtain reasonable indemnification for the cost of the 
war and to secure Madras against the r8C11lT8nce of 
a danger so great as had been associated with the 
growth of the Muhammadan State in the south. The 
task of redistribution of territory and power was 
a difficult one. The Nizam and the MadtMs must 
be rewarded for their support. The former had given 
aid of some value and he looked for the lion's share 
of !-he spoil. But to have given him an equal pro
portion of the conquered territory to that reserved 
for the Company would have aggrandised his power 
beyond the limits of discretion, and, moreover, have 
been a cause of great jealousy to the MaritMs. On 
the other hand, the Ma.ratMs had not aided in the 
war; their attitude had been one of subservient inac
tivity; but, like jackals, they looked for a share in 
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the game. Mornington observed" with justice that all 
they might receive would be • gratuitous on the part 
of the Company and the Nizam 1.' To have given 
them 'a share equal to that of the Nizam or the British 
would have been both impolitic and unjust. 

Such divisions of the land as would have entirely 
satisfied either the Nizam or the Mariithas would 
have kept the British frontier still insecUl·e. But 
Mornington saw that it would be equally impru
dent to' increase the Company's territories out, of 

" proportion to the gains of the native states. Accord
ingly, as he stated in his despatch to the Directors 
of August 3, 1799,heregulated the division on 
the following prinCiples-' An attentive consideration 
of every comparative view of these important ques
'tions terminatea in my decision that the establish
ment'of a central and separate government in Mysore, 
under the protection of the Company, and the admis
sion of the Marathas to a certain participation in the 
division of the conquered territory, were the expe
dients best calculated to reconcile the interests of 
all parties, to secure the Company a less invidious 
and inore efficient share of revenue, resource, com
mercial advantage and military strength than co~ld 
be obtained under any other distribution of territory 
or power, and to afford the most favourable prospect of 
general and permanent tranquillity in India I.' The 

1 Letter to Col. Palmer. Forrest's Seleaions from Bomba, LetllJrs 
J,c., Marathat Series, yol. i. p. 630. 
" • -Despatches, 'yol. ii. p. 75. 
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following' accordingly was the actual division of 
territory. 

I. The English took the province of Kana.ra., the 
districts of Koimbattir, Darapu.ram and Mujnad, with 
all the land below the Gh8.ts, between Malabar and 
the Karnatik, securing an uninterrupted tract 'of 
territory from .thecoast of Coromandel-to that of 
Malabar, together with the entire sea-coast of· the 
kingdom of Mysore. Besides tihia, the fortress of 
Seringapatam and the forts· commanding the heads 
of the passes, above the Gh8.ts were placed in. British 
hands. 

2. The Nizam obtained the dismcts 'of Gooty and 
Gurramkonda, and land down to ChitaldrUg and other 
border fortresses of Mysore. 

3. To the Marathas was assigned territory in value 
rather more than half that of the other powers: but on 
condition that the Peshwa should enter'into definite 
agreement against the French and undertake never to 
employ Europeans without the Company's consent, 
and should guarantee the inviolability of the new 
State to be erected in Mysore. "The Peshwa, with 
extraordinary blindness, refused the offer, and the 
·territory which he declined was divided between the 
English and the N izam. 

4. The rest ·of Tipu's dominions, now surrounded 
east and westby the Company's territories and de
fended on the north by a strong line 'Of fortresses, 
-was given 'to 'the descendant of the old Hindu Rajas 
whom Haidar .Ali had dispossessed. The establish-
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ment of the Hindu Raja was a politic concession to 
the feelings of the population by whom the Muham
madan rule had been hated as well as feared. But 
the subsidiary treaty of Seringapatam, signed on June 
22, 1799, placed the government of the new Raja 
entirely under British control,· and gratitude as well_ 
as obligation attached him to the power which had 
raised him from obscurity. 

The settlement was left in the hands of a Commission 
on which sat Mornington'8 brothers, Arthur, who had 
won co~siderable distinction in the war, and Henry. 
On the dissolution of the Commission, Colonel Close 
became British resident with the new Raja, and Arthur 
Wellesley was placed in command of the troops left 
in the country. 

Well might Moritington look with pride upon the 
resultS of his prompt and daring action. A year before 
he landed in -India it would not have been thought 
possible for the Company to overthrow the power of 
Tipu. Through his determination the task had been 
accomplished with ease in two months. In his 
despatllh to the Directors he stated the advantages 
obtained, in language through the sobriety of which 
I'I'Ppears a proud and dignified elation. An immediate 
iaddition of £259,000·- per annum to their territorial 
I·evenue, which, with the increased payment from the 
Nizam and the profits -to be 'expected from better 
cultivation of the soil, would soon, he estimated, 
amount to, over £1,000,000 additional revenue: the 
Karnatik placed in a coinplete position for· defence; 
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the great increase- of English commerce 
moval of the restrictions of Tipu.; the improv 
the Company's aruiy through increased supply-gro 
and new fields for recruiting-these were some of the 
advantages which Mornington anticipated from his 
great conquest. But. these were not all. ' Highly,' 
he continues, 'as I estimate these immediate and direct 
advantages of revenue and of commercial and military 
resources, I consider the recent settlement of Mysore 

. to be equally important to your interests in its ten
dency to increase your political consideration and 
influence among the native powers of India, together 
with your means of maintaining internal tranquillity 
and order among your subjects and dependants, and 
of defending your possessions against any enemy either 
Asiatic or .European.' And lastly, as the Governor
General fotesaw, it was the final and complete 
overthrow of the French influence in Indiao 

On the settlement of Mysore and its actualloesults 
a word may be necessary. The position of the Com
pany was stronger in Mysore than in the other states 
which were about this period .subjected to British 
control 'Owing to the inconveniences and embarrass
ments arising,' says Mornington himself" 'from the 
system of double government and conflicting autho
rities in Oudh, the Karnatik, and Tanjore, I resolved 
to reserve to the Company the most extensive and 
indisputable powers.' The Raja, as he was the creature, 
was the subject, of the British. The sovereignty was 
practically in the hands of the conquerors of Mysore. 

D 
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The future justified to the fullest extent the wisdom 
of Mornington's action. 

Arthur Wellesley wrote in 1801, • The Raja's govern
ment is in the motlt prosperous state: the country is 
becoming a garden, where it is inhabited, and the 
inhabitants are returning fast to those parts which 
the last savage had forced them to quit . ; .• MY80re 
is become a large and handsome native town, full of 
inhabitants; the whole country is settled and in 
perfect tranquillity. I believe the Raja's treasury 
is rich, as he pays his kists with regularity; but 
Poorneah (the c1;Uef minister of Tipft, continued by 
the..English as Dewan), who has an eye to the future 
prosperity and revenue of the country, has repaired 
numberless tanks •••• has rebuilt many towns and 
forts; and, I understand, encourages the inhabitants 
of the country in all parts by advances of money and 
remissions whenever they require them. Thus their 
establishment has succeeded in a manner equal to our 
most sanguine expectations, and there is every pros
pect that its prosperity will be permanent I.' And in 
1804, in an official letter to the Governor-General, he 
gave a more detailed description of the condition of 
the new State in terms as congratulatory'. And again, 
two years later, he could write a :-

• The state in which this government is to be found at thi8 
moment, tbe cordial and intimate union which exists between 

,'Owen, &UdiaM/rrma 1M Welli7l¢ol&~, pp. S4I-l1. 

• Ibid.,. 551 ... q. 
• OweD, &kaiaM.frona 1M WeIlulq ~, P. huii. 
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tlIe Gcm!nuaeDt onr,.... aad the Jkitit;h U1tJ.orities. aad the 
iapcriud Iib'eugth aad ral • ...;sfvwe riida it has aJIimW 
to the BriWIa G,na-t ia all ita rerent difiic:altieB, aJIOnl 
the iib~"ft!t proof al the Yisdom al the foaudatioa. _ .. hida 
u-e ~ _laid·: 

\\Den the De1i'B of the fall of SeringapaWo was 
made public the enthusiasm of the Eritish settlements 
in Iodia be .. DO bounds.. Addresses of eongratul&
tion poured in upon the Govenlor-GenenI. and. if he 
had allowed it. it would have 'raiDed' gifts. ..u & 

throngeIf meeting of the inhahitanta of l£adru, 1II'ho 
had lived in fear c.f the greU lIubammadan adven
tmen for twenty yean, an address, grandiloquent in 
jubilation, ..... ea.nied. by enthusiastic .cclam.t\on:-

'A. JII1Ide-e Los p&II!batiDg. or • YiguIu- J.ea Kti~ 
migiat haTe beat appaIled.' .,.. the eJoqueace al the eatla ... 
siaatic merc:haat.s, • at; the diffieulriea of IIIIpportmg • 1FU' 

~ the kiDgdID of llJ"!lllft; bat it .... the peculiar 
tlIIft'gJ of JVV JonLhip'. JIIiDd, to aaticipae the growth aad 
....nty al thc.e clliliealties, to atm.te the true oialt or 
oar __ power, to .... the criDcal paiod of ~ aad 
to crate ~ by imopiriag ...... 6denee and ~ 
con~ to the exteai aad imporiBDce of ]'01U' Iord
ship"s __ «areL 71ae rault al those _ .., _ 'fie1r 

witlt triIImph .... ngJlation, ia the COIDpIde ~ of 
the J"OWft' al Tipi Su1.taa, al whose eomity the ddenaiDed 
Dn-euncy ftDdered peue 1IDdesiraUe; ...... hose iDfatuatcd 
.ttrh-m to the imp-.L1e _,. al I:agw.d rmcIend 
1FU' _TOidabJC. 71ae npi.£ty witJa nidt this gniJd ~ 

I ~ __ .ute fill Iadia" ia 0-'. ~ fr- ... 
........ ~ .. 1u:Di. 

DS 
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has, imder Providence, by your lordl!bip's wisdom and the 
gallantry of the army, been achieved, has left on our minds 
an impression of admiration, at a conquest unequalled in its 
importance in the annals of British India. The brilliancy 
of this conquest has spread a blaze of glory over the meridian 
of your lordship's government; and from the extensive 
influence of its effects, we have a just confidence that your 
lordship's career in India will close by diffusing throughout 
Hindustan tbe calm of genuine peace and undisturbed 
tranquillity'.' 

No less eloquent was the homage of Bombay:-'

'In the result of this conquest, as nnprecedented in the 
rapidity of its completion, as it is unequalled in its impor~ 
ance, we behold the entire extinction of a cruel and relentless 
foe, a valuable acquisition of territory and power, the strength 
of ou~ alliances in India increased, a destructive confederacy 
dissolved and defeated;. which, whilst it affords us the fairest 
prospect of a permanent internal tranquillity and security, 
relieves us also from the apprehension of external violence 
and invasion, by giving us a well-grounded confidence, that 
it must effectually frustrate the machiriations and intrigues 
of the Directory of France, the inveterate and implacable foe 
of England, and the common enemy of established order, 
liberty, and government, in every part of the world I.' 

Calcutta, no less exultant, declared in more measured 
strain that 'to your lordship's vigilance, energy, and 
wisdom Grea~ Britain is indebted for all these great 
eveitts.' 

The Houses of L_ords a.nd Commons unanimously 
passed ,votes of thanks in the same terms, dwelling 
upon the wisp-om, decision, a.nd energy of the Governor-

I Wellesley.l)espatches, voL i. pp. 6:n -:3. • lbieL, pp. 624-6. 
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General; and the -Ea&t India Oompany, in tamer, 
language, recognised the achievements of its servants. 

Dearer still, it cannot be doubted, to the heart of 
Mornington, was the unstinted and remarkable homage' 
of the .AJ:m.y. It is not often that to a civilian is 
attributed the entire credit of a great military success, 
or that soldiers are willing to share their honours with 
a man of peace. ~ut M ornington inspired something 
of the feeling that was aroused by the commanding 
genius of Pitt. The.AJ:m.y presented him with the 
star and badge of the order of St. Patrick, made from 
the jewels of Tipti. General Harris, in sending the 
gift, wrote:-

, In performing this pleasing duty I am proud to feel and 
to acknowledge that the splendid success ofthe late campaign 
must, under dime Protidence, be in justice referred to the 
instructive wisdom and characteristic energy of your Lord
ship's councils. Those councils have formed a memorable 
era in the history of India. From their effects the Company 
has gained a new source of increasing prosperity, and in 
their operation the 'wide-spread interests of the British 
Empire in the East, being consolidated and raised on a firm 
and durable basis, have attained an eminence of elevation 
and security hitherto unknown. The glory of having been 
made by your lordship instrumental to the acquirement of 
Bome of these inestimable advantages; excites in my mind 
feelings of satisfaction and gratitude which no language ca~ 
adequately convey.' 

The reception of the magnificent gift was character
istic. The Go'vernor-Gcneral declined to receive the 
present; as precluded by the letter of the law; and when 

/ . 
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later Dundas wrote to tell him that an offer of 
.£100,000 from the prize-money would be made him 
by the Company, he again declined the gift, refusing 
wjth magnanimous spirit to deprive the soldiers of 
any share in the profits of the great triumph. '1 should 
be miserable,' he said, 'if I could ever feel that I had 
been enriched at the expense of those who must ever 
be the objects of my affection, admiration, and grati-

. tude, and who are justly entitled to the exclusive 
enjoyment of all that a munificent king and an admi
ring country can bestow.' The Directors expressed 
their approval of his action, but confelTed on him an 
annuity of '£5,000 for twenty years, and desired him 
~o accept the jewels offered by the Army. 

A reward which he prized far more highly was the 
almost, unique honour confelTed by the Crown in 1801, 

. when he was made Captain-General and Commander
:in-Chief of all the forces in the East Indies. This was 
a distinction whlch appealed to his strongest passion. 
He assumed all the ensigns of military authority. He 
loved to live at Barrackpur, sUlTounded by his soldiers, 
and planning, ·when occasion arose, those masterly 
movements which not a soldier in India could have 
designed with suc~ foresight or such skill The pomp 
and circumstance in which he delighted were now his 
to the full; the bodyguard on which he had set so much 
store was now his by a double title; and he was, and 
remained to the end of his rula, the idol of the brave 
troops whom it was his highest honour to command. 

These were the rewards which he valued. But the 
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recognition of his services which he most desired was 
denied him. A dukedom, or at least an English peer
age of high rank, was, he conceived, no more than llliJ 
d';1e. Pitt wrote to him that he was to be raised to an 
Irish marquisate, and said all the kind things that 
& friend wo~d say. But Mornington, 'no~ having 
yet received,' as he said, 'my doub1e-giltpotato: sent 
& letter of bitter complaint in reply. 

Much has been written about his egregious vanity 
and absurd self-appreciation-much that is beside the 
point.. Whether the title he now obtained was not high 
enough for one' whose period of service had been so 
short may be & fit question. Quite other was the 
aspect in which the matter must have appeared to the 
Governor-General himself. One step in the Irish 
peerage. from Earl of Mornington to Marquess· of 
Wellesley, seemed but a very small reward. Among 
Pitt's lavish creation of peerages the servi~ recogniseq 
had been mechanical and mediocre in comparison with 
such achievements as his. Successful merchants, sound 
voters, comfortable men of property, had been poured 
into the House of Lords. Wellesley had prevent-ed the . 

. extension of the European war to an Asiatic battle
ground; he had destroyed the most dangerous power in 
India; he might feel that he had created an empire; and 
he received one step in the Irish peerage. His father had 
been raised from a Barony to an Earldom for services 
which it would have puzzled a herald to discover. 
The great Pro-Consul felt the irony, and could not 
conceal that he .felt it.. 



CHAPTER IV 

THE KAIlNATIK, TA)lJOBE, OunH 

CUIEr among the tributary states of the British power 
in India stood the KarnAtik. Here. from the Waney 
or the EngliBh scttJementa. there had been trouLle and 
confusion. and &8 time went on the confusion became 
worse confounded. Previoul volumea in this serici 
hav;e explained in detail the relations between the 
Company and the Naw'b, They may here be best 
.ummcd up in the worde of Sir Arthur Wellesley'. 
Memorandum on the condition or India during hi. 
brother's rule. written in 1806 1 :-

• The general purport 01 them at all timel had been pro
tpetion 01 the Karnatik by the Company. on the condition oC 
the regular monthly payment of •• tipulaled lubtiidy by Ole 
Nawab; that the Nawab ,houId have DO political com-

. munication with aDY foreigu power excepting through the 
inte"eution or with the conaent 01 the Company; that ·he 
Company,lIould Dot iuterCllre in the internal concem. of the 
Nawab', go'fcrnment; aud that the Ia.t treaty oC 1791 pro
vided particularly that in caM 01 Cailurs in the payment of 
the Itipulated .uLeidy certain countTie •• hould be cedlld to 
the Company.' 

Thil undentanding had been violated in almost 

I n II prinW In Hr. Bldner 0-0". admlnbl. &1AdItmJi,/rffm Utt 
W~ ~ The ,,-.. be ... q\luted II on " lusyL 
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every partieul&r. Ii was indeed impossi'ble to maintain 
110 ~omalous an arran.,ooement. The Company were not 
to interfere in the internal governmeni of the Narib, 
hoi the state of the Kamatik was 80 rotten that inter
ferenee was eontinUAlly neeessary. The subsidy was 
a bunlen whieh could only have been borne by 
economy and rare in the mana..,<remeni of the finances ; 
bui there was no economy and no JD&Dagemeni worthy 
the J;)&JDe. The Naribs, pitiable in their abasement, 
were never oui of the hands of the money-lenders.. 
They borrowed from gentlemen in the Company's 
service, eontnry iG the express order of the Company, 
and ihai at the extortionate rate of three per cent. pn' 

tfte1t8t'II'L. In security for the paymeni of the interest 
the wretched Naribs had been ohli.,cred to &.'lS.ig!llarge 
tncts of land to their creditors. whom they appointed 
as conectors of revenue from the district&. 

'Here then: says Wenm.,oton, 'was established a 
system whiclt iended noi only to the oppression of the 
~bitants of the country. to the impoverisbmeni of 
the Narib and to the destruction of the revenues of the 
Karnatik, bui it was earned into execution by the 
C<..Gp.ny's civil and ~ aerv&Dts, and by British 
subjects.' The evil was indeed even worse than is 
here represented; for a number of English gentlemen 
beeame int.erested. as the Narib's creditors, in the 
mainienanee -of this disgraeeIul eondition of atr&irs. Ii 
had been ordered by the treaty of J 792 that no further 
assignmeni should be made on the districts which 
were pled.:.~ to the Company as security for the 
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payment of . the subsidy; but the Nawab having less 
interest in the prosperity of these districts, since they 
were .already pledged, than in any other part of his 
dominions, did not hesitate to assign them again, nor 
did the creditors demur, since they were among the 
richest of his lands. 

Neither Cornwallis nor Shore had been able to 
remedy the evils, and the situation at the beginning 
of Lord Mornington's governorship was rendered 
more acute by the war with Tipu. On April 24, 
1799, Mornington wrot~ to the Nawab, pointing out 
that, war having been declared with Mysore, it became 
necessary, under the treaty of 1792, for the Company 
to assume the administration and collect the revenues 
Qf the Karnatik. He drew attention also to the 
breaches of the past treaties, and suggested heads for 
a new treaty by which certain districts should be 
placed under the exclusive control of the Company 1. 

To this the Nawab replied after some delay; on May 13, 
when he had heal'd of the capture of Seringapatam, 
in a manner designed to avoid any settlement of 
the difficulties. Happily, the capture of Seringa
patam enabled WeUesley-!o put an· end to the 
Nawab's shuffling. Among the papers of Tipu were 
discovered letters from the Nawabs Muhammad Ali 
and Omdal u~ Omrah to Haidar Ali and Tipu Sultan, . 

1 ~ndia Office 1'488. Miscellaneous Records, vol. xix, contains 
numerous .letters (1799-1800) of the Nawab to the Governor
General, to D1\Ildas, and to Lord Clive, as to his debts and position, 
with protests on various points, particularly on vexatious acts of 
Lord Hobart's government. 
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which incontestably proved their treachery towards 
the British. 

I say incontestably. But James Mill argues that 
no credit can be attached to the statements of the 
Nawab's envoys to Tipu (who were examined), and 
that after all they stated nothing of importance; that 
the letters themselves prove nothing; and that the 
wolf will always ~d a justification for his slaughter 
of the lamb. . 

The N a. wabs had more affinity to a. black sheep than 
a guileless lamb, it may be replied. But the facts 
which Mill himself adinits show the improbability of 
any foul play. A commission was appointed to 
examine the evidence, and the names of Mr. Webbe 
and Colonel Close were guarantees of integrity. 
• Every precaution was taken,' says Mill, 'such as 
that of preventing communications between the 
witnesses, to get from them either the evidence pure 
or the means of detecting its impurity.', The foremost 
men in India, the Governor-General and Council, the 
. Governor and Council of Madras, the Commissioners, 
and also Mr. N eil Edmonstone, the Persian interpreter
a most eminent civilian-did not doubt that the papers 
established treacherous relations between the Nawab 
and Tipu. ,It is very remarkable,' says Mr. Mill. 
Remarkable indeed if their judgement was incorrect; 
and mOl'e remarkable still since it was confirmed by 
Dundas and the Secret Committee at home. Morning.
ton's own despatch (of May 28, 1801) shows no 
tendency to exaggerate the weight of evidence; and it 
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does: not appear that the charge was ever seriously 
denied. 

There was noprecipita!~OIl in the enquiry. More 
than 'eighteen months elapsed between the discovery 
of the pap~rs and the decision of the Governor-General 
Wellesley could afford to wait for a :final settlement. 
Eefore the time for this arrived, difficulties were 
smoothed by tl;te death of Omda! ul.Omrah on July 15, 
1801. On 'May 28 Wellesley had written to Lord 
Clive 1, Governor of Madras, stating concisely the 
facts as to the treachery of the Nawabs and its inves
tigation, and requesting him to inform Omda! ul Omrah 
that it would be necessary for the Company to assume 
the entire civil and military government of the 
Karnatik. He 'enclosed a terse mandate to the Nawab 
to the same effect. Three days later, and again on 
June 4, Wellesley sent directions for the course to be 
pursued in the event of the death ofthe Nawab, who 
Was dangerously ill. The dispute as to the succession 
between Ali Husain, the reputed son of the late 
Nawab, and his nephew,.Azim u'd Daulah, made the 
settlement easier. The former llaving rejected the 
offer of the succession on the condition that he should 
assent to Wellesley's terms, the latter was established 
by treaty on July 31, 1801. On the 27t.h a declara
tion had been published in which Wellesley justified 
ttlI'm et orbi the practical annexation of the Kamatik. 
The complete civil and military administration of the 
land was vested in ,the Company, One-fifth of the 

1 Wellesley Despatc1le$, ii. SJS sqq. 
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net revenues was assigned to the Nawab, and provi~ 
sion was made for the gradual liquidation by' the 
Company of his registered deb.ts. . 

The justice of this arrangement, no less· than the 
personal action of Lord Wellesley, is impugned by 
Mr. Mill. His criticism depends entireTjOn th~ 
supposition that the Nawabs of the Karnatik ·were 
originally and had continued to be independent 
princes. This they had never been. 'They were· 
merely officers of the Subahdar of the DeccaIi.. Of 
him they had been rendered independent by the 
British, whose creatures they had therefore become; 
'Yellesley, though even he appeared to recognise in
them an independence to which they had no. claim, 

. treated them as subject-princes disloyal to the power to 
whom they owed obedience. Undoubtedly too much 
appearance of freedom had been allowed them by various 
governors; but this did not affect the legal position 
of the government when it came finally into q1}estio'n. 

The result of the arrangement was security rather 
than annexation. Before it the Company had been 
charged with the defence of the Karnatik Without the 
means of rendering it defensible. The frontier for 
which they now became responsible was not increased, 
but their power over the land became substantial 
where it had been insecure. The assumption of the 
real control by the British Govel'Illllent was followed 
by & considerable increase in the prosperity of the 
country as well as in the revenue~ which it produced 1. 

I India Office MSS. No. aD7. vol. 175, contains an account of the 
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Mornington on his arrival in India had to meet 
difficulties in Tanjore and Surst, and he met them in 
a maimer similar to that of his treatment of the Kar
natik. The affairs of Tanjore were, in the words of 
Dundas, • more simple in their nature and less com
plicated in their administration' than those of Areol 
The question was one of succession. Had the half
brother of the late Raja, or his adopted son, the better 
right to the 'l?ta.mad , The former had acted as 
regent for the latter for many years, and the legal 
right had been referred to pandits for decision. The 
enquiry had terminated in favour of Sarb"oji, the son, 
but there had been great delay in,. giving effect to it. 
Sarboji had been commended by the late Raja to the 
care of the Danish missionary Schwarz, and had 
grown up an able and cultivated man. Amir Singh, 
the uncle, had been guilty of truly Oriental mis
government 1. 

OIl November 26, 1799, a treaty with Sarboji was 
ratified a.t Calcutta·, which Wellesley briefly described 
in a. letter to the Secret Committee two days later as 
• investing the entire and exclusive administration, 

management of the revenue of the Karnatik and of Tanjore in 
I77I-8 compared with I80I-•• 

I • A quarter of a century later he was portrayed by Bishop 
Heber as one of the most singularly gifted and accomplished 
persons he had ever known, being able to quote Lavoisier and 
Linnaeus lluently, to appreciate fine distinctions of character in 
Shakespeare, to write fair English verse, and withal to hold hia 
own with cavalry officers in judging the points of a horse, or 
killing a tigeI" at long range.' Torrens, Jlarguus WeIksIq, p. 80S. 

• Welksley DespatcMs, vol. ii. App. A.. 
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........ ~~ii..p. .. ,. 
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city and its dependencies" were 'vested for ever 
entirely and exclusively in 'the honourable English 
Company!.' 

In these three cases, the Karnatik, Tanjore, and 
Surat, the essential difficulty with which Wellesley 
had to cope was the same. This was perceived'at 
home as dearly as in India. Dundas wrote on March 
21, 1799, 'The double governmellt existing in the 
Karnatik has long been felt as a serious calamity to 
that country'; and it was the same defect of dual 
control which aggravated the evils of Oriental admin
istration in Tanjore and Surat. It was the age of 
Union, and WeUesley himself, like his friends at home. 
was-to employ & modern phrase-an ardent Unionist~ 
In 1799 he had written to Lord Auckland concerning 
Ireland, • I trust you will now force & Union.' His feel
ing in India was the same. It was no love of acquisition 
or aggression, but the keen desire of the wise admin
istrator for responsible and undivided government. 

In Oudh the problem waS more complex and the 
solution more open to criticism. ' Of all Lord WeUes
ley's dealings,' says & high authority!, 'his dealings 
with the Nawab Wazir of Oudh are apt, at :first 
sight, to seem most harsh and arbitrary.' When fears 
of an invasion from Zeman Shah were at their height, 
Wellesley in 1798 stationed an army in Oudh under 
the command Of Sir James Craig. The Nawab Wazir, 

I Articles of Agreement, ole., May, xSoo; Welhsley DespatdJes, ii. 
App.B. 

• JIIr. Sidney Owen, Sel4diImsfrom Wellesley DespatdJes, P. xvii. 



THE KARNAT.IK, TAN70RE, Ol!DH 65 

• though fully convince(i"of the necessity of collecting 
the largest force upon the frontier, called for a. detach
ment of British troops to· attend II.D.d guard his person: 
against his own turbulent and disaffected troops. He 
declared repeatedly that these troops were not to be 
trusted in the day of battle, or on any service; and 
after viewing their state of discipline and equipment, 
and obtaining a. knowledge of their principles· and 
attachment to the cause of the allied governments, Sir 
J. Craig regarded these troops as worse than useless, 
as dangerous, and of the nature of an enemy's fortress 
in his rear; and he actually left a detachment of 
British troops to watch them and' the turbulent 
inhabitants of Rohilkhand, the frontier province of 
Oudh to the north-west 1.' 

The condition of this 'useless rabble,' recognised as 
it was by Dundas at home as well as by the authori
ties in India, was not the only reason for interference. 
The strategical importance of the Doab, especially at 
a time when invasion was feared from the Marathas 
and Sikhs, as well as from the Afghans, Clould hardly 
be exaggerated. Oudh was the most vulnerable 
point through which the British settlements could be 
attacked., and-to take one factor in the situation only 
-Zeman Shah was believed to be a real danger, as he 
certainly was a constant source of alarm. His nego
tiations with Tipu were known, his movements were 
unmistakably threatening. A number of his emis-

S 1Ir. Sidney Owen, Seltdions from WeI1uley IJespatdlu (Sir A.. 
Wellesley's Memorandum), p.lxxxili. ' 

E 
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saries had for two or three years visited the provinces 
of Oudh and Benares, spreading reports of his powerl; 
and he had written to Sir John Shore and to Welles
ley, declaring his intention of invading Hindustan~ 
The authorities at home had no doubt of the danger. 
Dundas, writing to W~llesley on March 18, 1799, 
advised that disturbances should be fomented in his 

, own dominions, that every encow'agement should be 
given to the Sikhs and Rajputs to harass and distress 
him, and that if possible Sindhia should be definitely 
engaged in a defensive alliance against him. In face 
tpen of this threatened invasion, the position of the 

" Nawab Wazh' was a grave danger. Not only were 
his frontiers exposed and his troops unmanageable, 

I' . 
but his civil administration was hopelessly corrupt. 
:ae~e, too,Wellesley was not without advice from home. 
Dundas saw clearly that the needs of Oudh were that 
the Nawab Wazir should both organize a just and 
pure administration of his territory and maintain a 
permanent and efficient military force. 'This,' he 
wrote, 'can never be . accompliahed' but by dispersing 
his useless rabble and forming an army to be kept up 
and disciplined under our immediate superintendence.' 

In a private letter to Mr. Lumsden, December 23. 
1798'2, Wellesley sketched his proposals. He desired 

1 Wellesley Despaldies, ii. 55. ' 
• Wellesley Despatches, i. 386. It is interesting to observe that 

WeUesley was sketching his future policy towards Oudh at the 
very time whep. he might have been thought to have been 'Wholly 
absorbed by the war with Tipu. This letter WIIS written two days 
before his departure for Madras. 
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to acquire the Doab as a protection &like a'gainst 
Zeman Sha.h and the Ma.ri.thas, to disba.nd the' armed 
rabble which now aJa.rms the Wazir and invites his 
enemies,' and to substitute an increased force of the 
Company's infantry and cavalry. 

A more delicate matter was the question of the 
Nawab's administration. Here it was clear that th~ 
wretched man was not himself wholly to blame. 
The case was not unlike that of the Karnatik. The 
delight of borrowing money from obliging Europeans 
had been recklessly indulged in, the country was 
flooded with needy and unscrupulous adventurers, 
and the administration was corrupted by the :vices 
alike of East and West. Europeans were eagerly" 
sought for as military officers, swarmed iitto the 
country as traders, and . throve as money-lenders. 
Honest commerce" had slender sustenance where these 
leeches had fixed their hold. Wellesley had no 
mercy for such rasca.Is. 

'With respect to the Wazk's civil establishment!!, and to 
his abusive systems for the extortion of revenue, and for the 
violation of every principle of justice, little can be done 
before I can be enabled to visit Lucknow. I am now under 
the necessity of. proceeding to Fort St. George, whence I 
trust I shall be at liberty to return to Fort William in the 
month of March j and I propose to set out for Lucknow at 
the conclusion of the month o('June. I must call your 
attention to another important subject. The number of 
Europeans, particularly of British subjects, established in 
Oudh is a mischief which requires no comment. My resolu
tion is fixed to dislodge every European, excepting the Com.' 

E~ 
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pany's eenanta, from Oadb. It is my inlt'ntion to allOY to 
those Europeans noy established in Oudh & ftaSOnab!e time 
for the settlement of tbeir afl'ain. limiting the period to 
twelve or eighteen months at furthest j you 1rill transmit to 
me privately a li..--t of all the Europeans DOY in 0uJh. &8 

complete &8 you can make it, with & statement of their 
several occupations, and of the period ... hich might reason
ably be required by each for fettling their aLinr. My,ruh 
is to occasion as little private cJistreg &8 possible. but the 
public Een'ice must take its COUl'!le j and it is not to be 
expected that some cases of hartWUp 1rill not be fQWId in 
the extent of so gtftt a JDea.."1Ue.' 

It was a bold step, and would create at once a 
crowd of enemies, ready to take every opportunity of 
rev~Pe. BuL on -all points of commercial honesty 
and administrative purity Wellei>1ey was un

flinching. 
The matteN requiring attention ..... ere noL yet. 

exhausted. The Company's custom of requiring the 
paymenL of a British force in the protected country 
had run here as elsewhere its usual course.. By his 
treaty with Sir John Shore, the Xarib SUdat Ali 
was bound to provide seventy-six lacs of rupees per 
annum to pay 13,000 British troops. This force. it 
waa clear, was too small to be an adequate prot«tion 
for the extensive territory of Oodh. On November S. 
1 i99. the Governor-~eral. wrote to the W uir 
pointing ouL this faeL, and declaring his opinion 
that iL waa imposstDle for the Company to fulfil its 
engagemenL. to defend his dominions aga.inst all 
enemies nnless iL permanently maintained within 
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them an adeq1l&te force. By disbanding his rabble 
the Wa.zir would he able to pay fOl' the additional 
British troops, and the eban.,ae would add greatly to 
his seeurity. This was no doubt perfectly true; but 
it cle&rly pIaeed Oudh more completely under the 
Company's rule. The Narib struggled like a. bird in 
the net. He had several interviews with Colonel 
Scott, the Resident at Locknow. At 1ast he suddenly 
declared his intention to retire from the flia.81U.Ul. He 
was weary, he sa.id, of these recurring difficulties; he 
had no responsible advisers, he would he rid of the 
.... hole business. 

It was evidently an astonishing proposition to the 
staid British colonel; but the Narib was insistent, 
and the Resident applied to Wellesley for instrn~oDS. 
The Governor-General wrote at OJiee to the Directors, 
and direeted Colonel William Kirkpatrick1 to reply to 
the Resident. Is it unna.tu:ra.l to infer that he regarded 
the prospect with elation' It was another addition 
to thOM ~vents .... hich .... ould make his rule an epoch 

\ 

in the hb--tory of British India.. But if he felt pride 
he studiously concealed it. He declared, as to the 
abdication, that he neither wished nor approved it, 
but if it must be it. should he on conditions .... hich 
alone eould make it. satisfactory to the BritiSh govern
ment. In a long minutel (December 16, 1°799) he 
dwelt impressively on the overwhe~ difficulties 

I His IIlilituy ~; aaother of the able family already 
.oti ...... 

• FdIesIq ~ ii. 1~167. 
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under which the Nawab's successor would labour. 
His burdens would be greater, his fitness to meet 
them indubitably less. Every aspect of the situation 
pointed to the solution which Wellesley believed, in 
every similar case, to be the best. Where the 
responsibility was, there must be the control. A dual 
government was hopeless: the new Nawab then must 
reign, but not govern. Did not the Nawab himself 
recognise the necessity of this courSe 1 

• The same wisdom and penetration which have opened to 
his ExcellencY's view the real nature of the embarrassments 
in which he is involved, and convinced him of his inability 
to extricate himself by his own exertions, will equally 
satisfy him that evils of such magnitude and inveteracy 
cannot be remedied otherwise than by the gradual and 
regular operation of ~ system of administration founded on 
principles of substantial justice and of tme policy, and 
enforced by all the power and energy of the British Govern
ment. It must be obvious to his Excellency that the imme
diate accession of his eldest or of any of his sons to the 
masnad would be altogether incompatible with the establish
ment of such a system. What rational hope could be enter
tained that any of these young princes would be competent 
to the cOlTection of those evils which his Excellency himself, 
aided by all his knowle~ge and experience of publio affairs, 
has confessed himself unable to remedy. Under the adminis
tration of a successor destitute of his Excellency's experience 
and knowledge, all the existing evils in the state and con
dition of the country of Oudh would, of necessity, be 
augmented, a~d with the rapid increase of every abuse in 
the civil and military government, the danger of the country 
from foreign enemies, and the domestic misery of the inhabi-
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tants would be aggravated in an equal proportion. Long 
and severe experience has manifested the inefficacy of any 
partial or indirect interference of the British Government 
for the reform of the administration of Oudh. The same 
causes which have hitherto frustrated every endeavour of the 
Company's Government to accomplish that salutary object by 
the mere effect of advice and admonition, would continue to 
operate under every divided Government. No beneficial 
result can be expected from the utmost endeavours of the 
wisdom and justice of the Company, whilst another power 
shall exist in the country to exclude the introduction of 
every salutary reform or to counteract its operation.' 

The government of Oudh, he went on, could never be 
administered with advantage without the direct intro
duction of British power; nor would any temporary 
arrangement be effectual: divided administration is 
fatal. And since the Wazir seems convinced that only 
British authority can restore public order, internal 
tranquillity or external strength, 'the. Governor
General advises the Nawab Wazir to vest the exclu
sive administration of the civil and military 
government of Oudh and its dependencies in the 
hands of the Company, with such ample powers as 
shall enable the Company to act with vigour and 
promptitude in every branch ~nd department of State.' 

. This was by no means to the Wazir's mind. Ease 
and retirement he· affected to desire-probably only 
with the intention of protracting negotiations and 
seeing at the least what he might gain by the 
transaction. But the surrender of all power to the 
Company-that was another matter. Before long 
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Wellesley wrote to the Di.redors I : • I have now every 
reason to believe that the proposition oC the !\awab 
Wazfr to abdicate the 80Vereignty oC biB dominioDJI 
W&8 i1Iusory from the eommeneement, and designed 
to defeat. by artificial delays, the proposed reform oC 
biB Exoe11eney's military estalJ.ishmentA.' 

The Wazir had chosen the wrong man to trifle with. 
Wellesley bad ee.rtainly not originated-he bad no&. 

even enoo~~-the suggested abdication; but 
when it W&8 made it must be adhered to, or at least 
an arrangement must be made which woulJ eonCer 
oorresponding bendits on the Company. On Feb
ruary 9. he wrote to • eommnnieata' in the most 
unqualified terms, the a.atonisbment, regret, and 
inw.,unation which • the Wazfr's recent eondue&. bad 
excited' in his mind. The ktter W&8 one oC those 
eold, impressive indictments whieh Welle61ey knew 
80 well how to draw. The whole eoorse oC the 
proeeedings is sketched in bold and forcible lines; 
and then the indignant Governor-General does not 
hesitate to eharge • a person oC your Exeelleney'. high 
rank and exalted w.,~ty,' directly and in 80 many 
words with the off'enee oC which he bad already 
declared him guilty in his letter to the Secret 
Committee. 

There must be no playing with the Britiab Govern
menL There must be no delay: two urgent and 
indispen.s&lJe worb must be undertaken at onee-the 
reform oC the army and the proper 81Jpport oC the 

I laD. as, 1800.. r.a..-., I J $ .... iL 19> 
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Company's troops in Oudh.-If not; be the peril 
yours.-' The least omission or procrastination in 
either of those important points must lead to the most 
serious mischief.' 

The plans that had been matured when the abdica
tion was believed to be real were not stopped when it 
proved to be a sham. Troops had· been ordered to 
Oudh: not a day was their march delayed; and the 
Nawab was warned that he must pay and feed them. 
Then- there was what Carlyle was fond of calling a 
'pause of an awful nature:' but the Wazir hurried 
not with the abdication or his subsidy. It was ill 
dallying with Well~sley: h;isterms grew harder, like 
the Sibyl's, by waiting. On January 22, 1801, 

he wrote to Colonel Scott that he offered to the 
Nawab a treaty exactly similar 'to that made with the 
Raja of Tanjore. If he should reject it, he must 
clearly understand that he still must pay for the 
augmented force of British troops, and to secure the 
payment must sUrl'ender to the Company in perpetual 
sovereignty an adequate portion· of bis territory. 
The Doab must be sUrl'endered,· and Rohilkhand, so 
as to surround the remaJ.ns of the principality by a 
ring-fence of the Company's possessions. Between 
these let the hesitating Wazir make his choice: but 
he must choose promptly. 

This to Colonel Scott, and with equal vigour and 
directness to the Wam hiIilself. Another letter came 
from the Wazir, trying his utmost to shake him
self free. Then, on April 5, a stern reply from 
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Wellesley, again quoting the repeated statements of 
the Wazir himself, again describing the wretched 
condition of the country and the benefits to be 
expected from British l'ule. 'You will show your 
regard for the interests of your family and your 
people by despatching a. prompt reply accepting one 
or other of the alternatives.' To Colonel Scott a 
further despatch met, the contention of the Naw6.b, 
that so long as his payments were made- punctually 
no territorial cession was needed, by the answep that 
, it is evident that to refrain from demanding adequate 
security until the resources of the country shall 
actually have failed, would be to defeat all expectation 
of attaining the security to which the Company is 
entitled .•.. His Excellency,' he add\, 'has virtually 
destroyed the force of any argument founded on the 
punctua.lity of his payments by admitting the l'uinous 
state of the country, by acknowledging his appre· 
hension of an impending failure of his resources and 
by declaring his own incompetency to remove the 
causes of those evils.' If the Nawab should still 
reject both propositions, his time of l'epentance was 
past, and' Scott was to require the immediate cession 
of the districts or to send British troops at once to 
take possession of them. Once again the Naw6.b 
struggled convulsivel!: he sent articles to the 
Governor·General. They we,re sternly rejected, and 
the Resident was instructed to proceed to compulsion. 

Thus the whole gamut of diplomacy had been run 
through, and from the retort courteous the opponents 
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had risen to tbe countercheck quarrelsome. Another 
method was now adopted. On July 5, 1801, 

the Governor-General instructed the Hon. Henry 
Wellesley to proceed at once to Lucknow, with full 
power to conclude a treaty in concert with Colonel 
Scott on the lines of the" previous offers, and with 
instructions to conclude the matter with rapidity.' 
Before be arrived th,e Nawab turned from passive 
to active and obstinate refusal; he declined to pay 
any further subsidies. . 

Henry Wellesley\reached Lucknow in September, 
and the Nawab after some parley consented to treat. 
The Governor-General determined to clinch matters 
by visiting Oudh himself: but while bis state-barge 
was at the mouth of the Gumti he heard that the 
Nawab bad yielded and the treaty had been signed. 

He wrote at once to the Directors 1 :-

'The Naw'b has ceded in perpetuity and in full sove
reignty to the honourable Company the territories enume
rated in the statements which I have the honour to enclose.' 

, It is my intention,' he added, 'immediately to appoint a 
temporary administration for the settlement of the ceded 
districts. This provi!,ional government will be composed 0'£ 
several of the most experienced, able, and active of the 
Company's civil servants in the departments of judicatW'8; 
commerce, and revenue, and will be preside~ over by Mr. 
Henry Wellesley, to whofe discretion, address, and firm
ness the Company is principally indebted for the early 
and tranquil settlement of these extensive and fertile 
territories.' 

I We/lflS/ey !J8sPatches, vol. ii. p. 597. 
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Thus the objects which Wellesley had in view 
seemed to be securely attained. The territories ceded 
formed & barrier between the dominions of the Wazir 
and any foreign enemy; and he undertook to CMrY 
out such an administration in his own dominions as 
should conduce to the happiness and prosperity of 
his poople. Oudh seemed safe, and ought to be well 
governed. The Governor-General wrote, a month 
later, to the Directors, putting concisely the benefits 
which he expected to accrue from the settlement of 
Oudh. He had during his pro~ been everywhere 
struck with the flourishing and happy condition of 
the provinces under British rule. It was thus with 
no common satisfaction that he was able to substitute 
for the iniquitous system of the Nawab, which had 
been sustained solely by the power of the British 
sword, • the salutary influence of those regulat.ions and 
laws of which' he had recently C~itnessed and admired 
the practical wisdom and extensive benevolence.' 

He went on to Lucknow. and there, having 
gained his ends, treated the Nawab with all courtesy 
and respect. Daily conferences, 'With a di.:,l"PDified 
hospitality, seemed to smooth the remaining diffi
culties; and Wellesley could write that he looked 
forward to & tranquil settlement of the N orth-West 
Provinces during the year 18ol, and, in the March of 
that year, that it had already proceeded beyond his 
most sanguine expectations. Thus the Wazir and his 
rabble-rout might vanish for ever from the anxious 
dreams of the British ruler. 
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Wellesley evidently expected that his conduct 
would be cordially approved at home. He had 
increased at once the extent and the security of the 
Company's· possessions; and he had added to their 
revenue, a point which generally condoned in their 
eyes for any breach of their orders. But the Direc
tors were already alienated from their Governor
General by his action in the matter of private trade· 
and by his demand of a superior education for their 
civil servants; and they were not disposed· to look 
upon his policy in Oudh with favoura,ble eyes. 
Among the 11[88. of the India Office lies a paper 
of charges against the Governor-General in this rela
tion 1, which unquestionably represents a very con
siderable body of English opinion. After a lengthy 
record of facts it ends thus:-

'The inferences which may be drawn from the preceding 
n&rrative and observations appear to be-ISt, that the intro
duction of an additional number of troops into the WSZlr'S 
territories was an infraction of existing treaties, inasmuch 
that such augmentation was not only not required or 
demanded by the W SZlr, but that his acquiescence therein 
was extorted; :and. that .the demand of territorial security 
for the payment of the subsidy and the arrears on account of 
the augmented force was not warranted by the treaty of 
177 8, as the kists .of the subsidy were not in arrear, nor did 
ever the treaty~uire the Waz!r to give security for arrears of 
the description demanded; 3rd, that the territory ceded by 
the Treaty of Lucknow in 1801 was violently and compul-
80rily wrested from the WSZlr, 88 he not only decidedly and 

I India Office Record Department llSS., Fisher Paj>ers, "'56 (1716). 
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unequivocally rejected the proposition for a territorial 
cession, as well as that for an absolute abandonment of 
the sovereignty of his country, but that the Governor
General, having repeatedly declared his firm determination 
never to recede from his demand of territorial cession, and 
even twice threatened the assumption of certain districts, he at 
length gave a reluctant assent, declaring that he never could 
of himself consent to either proposition, but that he had no . 

. alternative but passive obedience to whatever measure ~e 
Governor-General might resolve on, and finally, he considered 
it as a disgrace and that it woul~ be highly unpleasant t{) 

him to show his face to his subjects j 4th, that as the Treaty 
of Lucknow concluded by Mr. Wellesley in 1801 was never 
cordially accepted by the Wazlr but on the contrary it was 
a measure absolutely foreed upon. him, the stipula.tion in 
the 6th article, whereby the Wazlr is bound to abide by the 
advice and counsel of the COp1pany's officers in the adminis
tration of. the affairs of his internal government of his 
reserved dominion, is a breach of Lord Cornwallis's treaty of 
1787 and ofUe Treaty of Lucknow, 1798, in both of which 
it is stipulated that the Company will not i~terfere with the 
internal regulation of the N awab's government, but that he 
shall be left in full possession of his authority over his house
hold affairs, hereditary dominions, his troops and Bubjects.' 

Charges such as these would probably ~ot have 
been sufficient to lose for their.,servant the favour 
of the Court. High dividends and reasonable security 
-these were both increased rather than diminished 
by Welle~ley's high-handed action. But he had for
gotten th~t if the proprietors were solicitous about 
their interest, they were still more insistent upon their 
patronage. It was the patronage question which had 
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wrecked the India Bill of Mr. Fox and overthrown 
his ~try. It was Pitt's attitude towards their 
patronage which had gained him much of his support. 
And now the Governor-General, their servant, had 
appointed to a most important and lucrative office 
his own brother, w:ho was not in their employment
• a virtual supersession of the just rights of' their 
own civilians. They would hear no reason, they 
would wait for DO report: they directed • that 
Mr. Wellesley be removed forthwith.' Happily the 
Board of Control knew better than thus to dictate, 
in a matter comparatively so trifling, to a man in 
whose hands rested. so vast a responsibility; they at 
least would not treat the Governor-General as if he 
were & corrupt postmaster or exciseman; and they 
prohibited for the present any decisiOlt of the 
Company on the appointment. 

The correspondence between the Board of Control 
and the Directors was sent to the Governor-General. 
H anything could have further alienated him from 
the present rulers of Leadenhall Street, it cannot be 
doubted that it would be their crowning act of pe!
sonal . distrust. They had again and a.,ooain thwarted 
him, it will be seen, in. his 'public poliey; here was 
an unpardonable slight upon. his private honour. 
The subsequent career of Henry Wellesley, after
wards Lord Cowley, was more than a sufficient justi
fication of his brother's favour. His conduct of the 
negotiations with ~e Wazfr had been marked by 
a singular union of firmness and tact. And-if it be 
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necessary to make even the slightest allusion to the· 
basest suggestion-he had refused. all emolument 
beyond that due to him as private secretary to the 
Governor-General As soon as. the settlement of 
Oudh was accomplis'hed· he resigned the post for 
which 'he had been so well qualified. 
It has been questioned whether our rule over the 

cllded districts was beneficial, ana it has been denied 
that the English intervention much improved in the 
long run the condition of the country. This was not 
Sir Arthur Wellesley's opinion. He stated, in his 
memorandum referred to above, that the Nawab 
had already (in 1806) felt the full benefit of the 
Company's obligation to defend him, in the ease with 
which he. collected· a larger revenue than before, 
and the -more satisfactory condition of his troops 
and his administration. Questions such as these 
would, however, need for their satisfactory solution 
an extended discussion: but one thing at least is 
cleat-the difficulties which occurred in putting down 
the local tyrants and petty chieftains, before any 
system of regular taxation, jurisdiction, or. adminis
tration could be set up, are· proofs, patent enough, of 
the state of anarchy from which it is unquestionable 
that British rule delivered the ceded districts: Of 
Oudh itself it is less easy to speak:· but Wellesley him
self, if he could have lived in the time of the Mutiny, 

_ would probably have asserted that its condition in 
. our own day.proved that his error had been, not that . 
he took part, but that he'did not take the whole. , 
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But, after all, the one cardinal justification of Welles
ley's policy towards Oudh lies, not in any benefit 
to the population or in an extension of the Company's 
territory or revenue, but in an absolute political 
necessity. Those who would estimate "his action 
justly must be content to rest their conclusion entirely 
on that ground. The high-handed conduct of t:qe 
negotiations, the lengthy and not wholly illumina," 
tive character of the Govemor-General's minutes ~d" 
letters, may be the legitimate objects of severe criti'
cism; but it is not with them that the true issue lies. 
Wellesley found Oudh a. pressing and unmistakable" 
danger to the British position in India: he left it 
a safeguard and a. support. 



CHAPTER V 

lVELLESLEY AND THE llARATHASl 

IF the Mysore conquest was the most glorious and 
memorable feature of I lV ellesley's administration it 
was the Marath8. war which taxed his powers to the 
utmost and tested his claims to be considered 
a statesman of the first order. The condition of the 
Ma.ratha confederacy, a volcano bursting now and 
again into active and dangerous eruption, wp.s the 
most complex problem. that he was called upon to 
meet. The solution which he offered was not accepted 
at the time. The execution of his policy was attended 
by disasters for which he was not responsible but of 
which he had to bear the blame. . It was condemned, 
repudiated, reversed. But in the long run his prin
ciples had again to be brought forwaril, and what 
might have been canied out under happier auspices in 
1805 was at last accomplished by another hand in 1818. 

In his first despatches home Wellesley had shown 
that he had grasped the complexity of the Maratha 
problem. lVas it desirable that there should be a 
sort of b~ce between the different branches of that· 

1 Among other authorities Wellesley's Notes RBlatit'll to the late 
Transactions in the Marhatta E7IIPire, Fort William, Doc., 180S, should 
be observed. 
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loose confederacy 1 Was its weakness to be approved 
or arrested, He considered it incontestable that the 
Peshwa's power had declined greatly-never was his 
inftuence 90 inconsiderable: that Sindhia also had 
lost much of the power which the great Mahadaji had 
held; that the territory of Holkar, torn by dynastic 
strife, had passed out of count in the political system ; 
that Bhonsla only-and he was traditionally our 
friend-had risen in the seale. 

. The estimate was not altogether accurate. Daulat 
Rao Sindhia, threatened by the insurrection of the 
&is '(three widows of his predecessor);.had called 
in the aid of his prisoner, the aged and astute Nana 
Farnam Nana resumed the position of chief 
minister at Poona, and there was an appearance of 
cordiality between the Peshwa and Sindhia. But 
the futile and vacillating policy which seemed natural 
to the Maritha counsels lost the opportnnity which 
the My80re war might have given. Up to the last 
the Peshwa publicly received the envoys of Tipfi; 
his troops took no part in the campaign, and the 
treaty, and with it the territory offered by the victors, 
was rejected. Sindhia was still hara.saed by' the 
insurrections; Bhonsla was approached by Wellesley 
with & view to & treaty on the lines of that with the 
Nizam: and the beginning of the nineteenth century 
found the English face to face with the Marithas, 
and, as it ~.with the Peshwa for the time the 
only power with whom it would be profitable seriously 
to bargain. 

P2 
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The general policy on which Wellesley· had acted 
was clearly applicable to this as to the other cases 
with which he had had to dea1. British supremacy 
must be asserted over all the States with which ~he 
Company was brought in contact: and in all dis~ 
putes between provinces the British government must 
be arbiter. Negotiations proceeded slowly. Nana. 
struggled to keep such power as remained to the 
Peshwa free at least from European control: he was 
strenuously opposed to the admi'3sion of any Eng~h 

troops. : He r~~~':e~e English,' s~s Grant Du~, 
'he admIred· theIr sllceniy a~ vigour of thelr 
government, but as political enemies no one regarded 
them with more jealousy and alarm.' In his old age 
he still clung to the phantom. of Maratha inde~ 
pendence, and, to his honour, he strove to moderate 
the passions whicb would tum against each other the 
weapons which the Ma.ratha chieftains should have 
used only on their foes. But he died, at a. great age 
as it seemed for an Indian sta.tesman in days when 
the dagger and poison were common resorts for the 
settlement of political.difficulties, on March 13, 1800. 

'With him,' wrote Colonel Palmer the British Resi~ 
dent at Poona, 'has departed all the wisdom and 
. moderation of the Maratha government: 

Then began a scramble for power in which it was 
not only prudent but necessary for the English to 
interyene. The opportunity was given through the 
part played by Jeswant Rao Holkar in the events 
of the time. • On the death, in 179.5. of Tukaji Rao 
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Holkar, who had ruled in Indore with Ahalya .Bai, 
his sons, legitimate and illegitimate, fought with each 
other and with Sindhia for the remnants of his power. 
Murder. rapine. and the most fiendish methods. of 
execution, such as trampling to death by infuriated 
elephants, were freely employed. Finally Jeswant 
Roo. the ablest and. not the most scrupulous of the 
sons, emerged from the butchery and confusion with 
a force of adventurers and freebooters, Indian and 
Afgh8.n, ravaging the territories of Sindhia. 

Fortune changed sides again and again: now Hol
kar was uppermost, now Sindhia: and the wretched 
Peshwa, Baji Roo, was the mere sport of the contending 
factions. Campaign and intrigue rose and fell in 
bewildering alternation; and the British residents, 
first Palmer and then Close, mingled with the warring 
chieftains, offering terms~d_jrel).tjes. It was ill 
treating with parties-who knelY.Yot what_t):1e day 
might bring forth: but at length a decisive -;vent 
threw the ball into Wellesley's hands. 01;1 October 
25. 1802, HoIkar defeated, with every completeness, 
the forces of the Peshwa and of Sindhia before 
Poon&. He entered the ~ity. placed Warnak Rao, 
a tame claimant for the office of Peshwa, upon the 
'7luzsnad, and acted for two months with moderation 
in the hope of some diplomatic guarantee of his 
position. Colonel Close was fortunate enough to 
be able to leave Poona in safety on September 
28. Meanwhile Baji Rao had fled. and after 
some hesitation, placed himself in the hands of the 
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English. On' Decem ber 6 he reached Bassein, and 
before tbe 'end of- the month the treaty of Bassein 

" was signed. By its provisions six battalions of 
infantry, with the usual proportion of field artillery 
and European artillerymen, w(!re to be permanently 
~tatiop,ed i~ the Peshwa's dominions-a force which 
was to be increased in time of war-two thousand 
,men being attached to the Peshwa's person. For the 
'payment of these troops, districts yielding twenty-
six lacs of rupees were ceded to the Company in 
perpetuity. The Peshwa agreed to enter upon no 
treat1es and make no war upon other states without 
previous consultation with the British Government;' 
and, as an earnest ~f this arrangement, he referred 
all his claims upon the Gaekwar and the Nizam to 
English arbitration. 

The far-reaching results of this famous treaty could 
not be concealed. At once the Maratlui. forces showed 
signs of closing together to resist the foreigner. 
Sindhia and Bhonsla began to 'treat, Holkar to 
strengthen his defences. It was without question 

.a step which changed entirely the footing on which 
we stood in Western lI).dia. It trebled the English 
responsibilities in an instant. It made English_ 
interests no longer subordinate but supreme in this 
quarter of the vast Peninsula, as they had already 
become in the South, North, and East. 'Previously \ 

"to' the treaty,' says Mr. Sidney Owen,-and. no 
li,ving authority is more competent to speak,-' there 
existed a British Empire in India: the treaty, by its 
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direct or indirect operations, gav~ the Company the 
Empire of India 1: 

From the first the arrangement ~as exposed to 
severe, even violent, criticism. Lord Castlereagh, 
whose knowledge of the a.ffairs of India was not so 
great as his vigour in expressing it, wrote sharp stric
tures on the treaty. He denied the. necessitJO of 
mingling in the MaratM conflicts. Till TIpu fell, he 
said, we needed, or might need, Maratha aid; but t\.ow 

""it could be no more than a safeguard against rempte 
~d contingent dangers~ And as for .tlieir own· 
iD."t-;:;t,· it made-'wholly,against the alliance. 'To: 
talk to them of the advantages of our gU&.rantee for· 
preserving the peace of Hindustan, assumes that the 
genius of their government is industrious and pacific 
instead of being pl'edatory and hostile.' A broader 
connection might have been formed if Sindhia and 
Holkar had been suffered to destroy each other before 

\ 

we made treaty with the Peshwa.. Now it is more 
than probable that it will lead to immediate war, cer ... 
tainthat it wUl immerse us in constant and vexatious 
~trigue. 'Much of my doubt,' sa.ys Castlereagh, upon 
~he policy of any Maratha. t!eaty, however modified, 
'arises from an apprehension of its tendency to 
iUVolve--u:S-lioo much in the endless and complicated 
d.l8tractioDs of that turbulent ~mpire.' . And for the 

'"":same reason he thought that the right of arbitration 
between the Peshwa. and o~er States should be. 
abandoned. 

1 Seleetionsjrom the Wellington Despa/.6hes, Introduction, p. xlvi-. 
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Su.ch, briefly, was the purport of Castlereagh's 
strictures. Non-intervention, again and again, is the 
policy echoed at Whitehall ; and the only reply that 
could be made was that it was impossible. The 
Directors harped upon the same string. The subsidiary 
force must on no account be allowed to enter the 
Peshwli.'s dominions except on his special requisition. 
It must remain within the Company's territories-a 
proposal which would probably be less satisfactory to 
the Peshwa. than that of the treaty itself, since he 
was still expe~ted to pay for its support. But the 
timidity of the Directors peeps out still more in the 
suggestions as to the war, which had now begun
e Although we have thought it right to advert to the 
possible expediency of requiring certain sacrifices in 
the nature of reparl!-tion from our opponents, you are 
by no means to consider such suggestions as control
ling your conduct in case you should be of opinion 
under all the .circumstances that peace is likely to be 
morefu-mly established by an entire restoration of all 
our conquests.' There is something grotesquely 
humorous in the suggestion that Wellesley would see 
fit to restore all conquests: one can hardly help suspect
ing the dull old traders of a. cumbrous jocularity. 

The e philosophical historian' is still more severe in 
his judgement. Mill's criticisms resolye themselves 
into two propositions-first, that the treaty of neces
sity produced war; anq second. that it was not worth 
the cost. 'The good things derived from the treaty 
of .Basseinmu'st be regarded as all summed up in 
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these twoeffects-fust, the war with t MjJ~&i 
chiefs; and secondly, the means which it co lb(\>~ 
to the success of the war.' These means Mill c 
not unfairly, as slight. But his main contention is 
~correct. The treaty of Bassein did not create the 
war. War would probably have occurred in any case 
sooner or later. The treaty of Bassein enabled it to 
be earried on with better chances of success. 

The strictures of Castlereagh were answered by 
Arthur Wellesley, now Major-General. Castlereagh, 
he points out with his usual directness, did not under
stand the political condition of India. French 
influence was still to' be feared and to be guarded 
against. 'In the consideration of every question of 
Indian policy or in an enquiry into the expediency 
of any political measure, it is absolutely necessary to 
view it not only as it will affect Indian powers, but as 
it will affect the French:' French influence mayaPI>ear 
to us now to have been s~lyserio~-;b~-Wen;~
ley was nglit; so long as General Perron oommanaea 
8. French force at the camp of Sindhia it would have 
been criminal to ignore the possibilities of French 
intervention 1. The future conqueror of Napoleon had 

t 'The views of France would have been materially favoured by 
the strength and efficiency of Monsieur Perron's force, established 
with great territorial dominion, extending towards the left bank of 
the Indus, through the PunjAb, and comprehending Agra, Delhi, 
and a large portion of the Doab, of the Jumna, and Ganges, on the 
moat vulnerable part of our north.western frontier of Hinduatlin, 
and holding the person and nominal authority of the unfortunate 
8Mh 'AIam (the deposed Mughal Emperor) in the most abject and 
degrading subjection: WellB8ley Despatches, iii. xxx. 
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already fixed his gue on the coolest .. hich 1I'U to be 
the mOld glorious feature of hie life. 

As to the adual CIODBequenees upon our relations 
with the lWit.h&s, war with Holkar, be argued, ba~ 
for the tnaty of Beeeein .. oold have been nearly 
certain and proba.hly .. ould have included all the 
ll.a.ritU &tateJ. Bu~ the strongesi political dd'eoce of 
the treaty~poeed to the ugumeota of ~...u 
and the Directors alike-liea in the obligation .. hich 
i~ lays upon the Peshri to tre:U and make 1I"U' only 
on the Company'. advice. • This ariiele ia the hoDd 
of peate to India. It ia this .. hich reodfn the treaty 
really a defensive one and makes the Govemor-Genenl 
genuindy re.ponsih1e for every 1I"U in .. hich the 
Britiah Government may he eogagOO.. If this artide 
.-ere not in the treaty, the ~eshri .. ould be the 
responsihla penon.' Such was the defc:DCe of the 
ha.rd-beaded soldier ... ho, ~ must he noted, did DOl 

approve of the gt:neral principles upon which u.. 
brother ad.ed in this and other tftaties. 

The treaty did not lack dd'c:DCe from Indian admin. 
i.stmtors of eminenoe. Among these ..... llr. Barlow. 
aftenruds him&elf for a while GoTemor-Geoeral, 
and by DO means a blind 8Upporter of W dlu,. 
po~. He'Yl'Ote a note to the Govemor-Gcoeral 
strongly supporting the treaty. The question, be 
atata elearly,lay in a nut.sbdL When the Peahri 
bad aoogt.t our UIIislanee, aboa.ld .. e ~ oar 
old CIOnneeUon with him and refue him aid 1 To 
refWi8 .. ould have been alike impolitic and hue. To 
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gi .... in~nd the aetiOll Yhieh eIIISGtld. ADd" OIl the 
wi.lB ~'I\ is absolutely ~~ fill' Ule dehl 
or [the Fft.nch] ~'"DS thd DO Dali-q &tale should be 
~.f\ to uist in India ... hkh is ~ 1lphel.l 1>y the 
Briti:sh 1'011'8".01' the politieaJ. eondocl or .. hieh is ~ 
u.od~.r ita absuIute routro).' Ron is ~ lOON 

strongly thaD. W' ~~y had as ret a.sserW it" the 
elaim-and the Il«'fJSSity-or Eritain to be supreme 
in IDJia. n was the ~mpin t>/ IDdia. BarIo" bull' 
_" ... hich must be OQI'L 

So W o1>jec:tioms to the baty or Bas:sein may be 
CODSiJI?Nd and ~ Bu\ \hen remains the 
furlher quewsUoa. .. hieb is inTOlnd in the ... hol& De&r

'IfOl'k of WeTh>slt'y's rul&" of subsidiary alliaDee in 
genenl. If it be 1rise &0 &urped and 81lb:>iJile Dalin 
~ Ye are bow.J. 10 to trM1 Yi~ the .Pes.hd. 
Bu, is i' 1rise to Mrron aDd &ul:J6i.fue at all I 

Arthur W'~y. &hough M had arpom thetNaty 
in the maiD. aDd &hal fill' imrortu' ~ had doubts 
~.r a .. b.ile .. to its emc.t'y. and theee doubta ..-ve 
based OIl distnst of the IP~ • ODe \>ad ~1leDCe 
of \heM &ubsiJian' lnaties.· he Yri~ to 1laleolm in 
JUDe, 18030 • is thd &My eufueJy uuUhila.te the 
milituy poY"el' of ill. goTer1l1DeDta Yi\h .. hieb Ye 

contract \hem ••• and their ftliaDce fill' del~ is u
cJuinly OIl ti. •• I..-oulJ presHTe the ~~ or 
ill. SWe, and gv.iJe ita ad.iooe 1>1 the '1f'&~~ of Briii.lh 
WhleJlCe ntha- than annihilate i, ~ esiablish -.." 
po~n in India 1>y the subaiJiuy trMtyl: W'ritiDg 
• 'I'.~~ O-"~"'e1.\ilIpa ... ' ...... 
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a year later, he noted that such treaties reduced the 
strength of the powers with which we were connected, 
but he pointed out the enormous benefits that they 
conferred. ' The consequences of them have been that 
in this war with the Marathas, which it is obvious 
must have occurred sooner or later, the Company's 
territories have not been invaded; and the evils of 
war have been kept at a distance from the sources of 
our wealth and our power. This fact alone, unsup
ported by any others which could be enumerated as 
benefits resulting from these alliances, would be 
sufficient to justify them 1.' 

It may be concluded then, that General Wellesley 
summed up on the whole in favour of the treaty; 
and from his conversation in later years this may be 
taken to be the case. For thePeshwa. Grant Duff 
remar"ka that it was the only course open-his only 
refuge from becoming the absolute puppet of one or 
.other of the chiefs .. Himself the deputy of a shadowy 
and impotent prince, the Raja. of satara, he might 
have sunk to be the mere phantom of a phantom. 
The result of the treaty to his people was seen, 
said Malcolm, a keen observer, in the dawn of 
traitquillity, prosperity, and peace. 

It was, however, peace only through war. 8indhia 
and Bhonsla began almost at once to &11y. 8indhia 
saw- in the treaty of Bassein and the submission of 
the Peshwa. to English influence the sure beginning 
of the last fight of the Marithas for existence. As 

J To Major Shawe. Owen"s &ledi07l8.frrmt WeQiAgtOli ~ P. 46 ... 
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surely as in the old days their claim to chauth had 
destroyed the Mughal power, so surely would they 
he destroyed in their turn by the acceptauce of sub
sidiary alliances. He turned to Holkar and endea
voured to induce him to combine against the English: 
but some sluggishness or blindness weighed that chief
tain down, and he retired to MaIwa and waited in 
anxious inaction for the issue of events. On May 13, 
1803, under General Wellesley's protection, Baji Rao 
re-entered Poon&. Wellesley was appointed political 
agent as well as military commander, and at once 
brought matters to & crisis. Would Sindhia. and 
Bhonsla retire .to their territories in peace' They 
would not. Then war must be the result. . On 
August 3, Colonel Collins, the British agent, left; 
Sirldhia.'s camp. and this was taken as the declaration 
of war. 

From this moment events moved rapidly. Every
thing had been planned with the forethought and. 
wisdom which were the marks of Wellesley's great
ness. The objects of the Governor-General were, as 
in the Mysore war, clearly defined. He desired • to 
conquer the whole of that portion of Sindhia.'s domi
nions which lay between the Ganges and the Jumna., 
destroying completely the French force by which the 
frontier was protected, extending the Company's fron
tier to the Jumna., and including the cities of Delhi 
and Agz:a, with & chain of forts sufficient for protect.. 
ing the navigation of the river, on the right bank 
of the river.' This was only part of & plan which 
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included the assumption bytheCompanyofa defensible 
if not a scientific frontier. Bundelkband was to b~ 
acquired, or at least so much of it as would secure the 
hold on Agra, and in Gujarat, Baroch with the district 
round it, long coveted by the Council of Bombay, 
and in the East the province of Cuttack, to connect 
Madras with Bengal. Wellesley further intended to 

. secure the person of the aged Shah ·AI.am the 'Emperor,' 
who had long been under the contr.ol of Sindhia. 

To effect- these objects, nearly 50,000 men were 
assembled. In Gujaratthe results of Colonel Murray's 
movements and Major Walker's diplomacy will be men
tioned in another connection. The capture of Cuttack 
by Colonel Harcourt may be dismissed with equal 
brevity. Both point to the accuracy of Wellesley's 
estimate of the means required to carry out his ends. 
Bundelkhand was taken with equal ease. The serious 
conflicts were in the Deccan and in Hindustan. 

General Wellesley, with about 9,000 men, and 
Colonel StevenSon, with nearly 8,000, were left to 
undertake operations in the Deccan. On August 8, 
Wellesley advp.D.ced to Ahmadnagar, and captured 
it in. four days. From thence he advanced to 
Aurangabad, and then down the left bank of the 
Godavari till he came to the Kaitna, which he crossed, 
and met the whole combined army of Sindhia and 
Bhonsla. on September 23, at Assaye. The story of 
the fight has been told so often, and so w~ll, that 
there is no need to dwell upon it. In the words of 
the General himself-simplest and most direct:-
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• We attacked immediately and the troops advanced under 
a very hot fire . •. The enemy's cavalry made an attempt 
to charge the 74th Regiment at the moment when they were 
most exposed to this fire, but they Were cut up by the 
British cavalry which moved on at that moment. At length 
the enemy's line gave way in all directions, and the British 
cavalry cut in among their broken infantry; but some of 
their corps went oft" in good order, and a fire was kept up on 
our troops from many of the guns, from which the enemy had 
been first driven, by individuals who had been passed by the 
line under the Bupposition that they were dead.· 

, Lieut.-Colonel Maxwell, with the British cavalry, charged 
one large body of infantry, which had retired and was 
fonried again, in which operation he was killed; and some 
time elapsed before we could put an end to the straggling· 
fire which was kept up by individuals from the guns from 
which the enemy were driven. The enemy's cavalry also, 
which had been hovering round us throughout the action, 
was still near us. At length, when the last formed body of 
infantry gave way, the whole went oft" and left in our hands 
J1inety pieces of cannon 1: 

This victory, as the first great battle in which the 
conqueror of Waterloo was victorious, has been 
celebrated with even more jubilation than is propor
tionate to the other achievements of the war, but it 
was undoubtedly a great feat and a glorious victory. 
The enemy's troops were at least ten times the number 
of the British, a.nd they had the advantage of French 
training and of considerable French contingents. 

It was, says an enthusiastic soldier, 'a. triumph 

I Major.General Wellesley to the Governor·General. WeUesley 
1JespatcllOS, vol. iii. p .. 3"5. 
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more splendid than any recorded in Deccan history 1: 
It W&8 followed up by the victory of Argaon on 
November 29, over Bhonsla, a battle even more 
decisive than the last. On December 140 General 
Wellesley stormed the great fortress of Oa wilgarh. 
With this the war in the Deccan ended, and Bhonsla. 
yielded completely. On December 17; General 
Wellesley exchanged the sword for the pen, and 
Bhonsla. signed the treaty of Deogaon, by which he 
accepted all the terms, except that of & resident force, 
which the Peshwa had accepted for himself. He W&8 

to receive a British resident at Nagpur, to entertain 
no subjects of any country at war with Britain, and 
to give up &ll claims of chawh against the Nizam, 
submitting &ll his disputes to English decision. And 
in addition he gave up Cutt&ek, and &ll the land west 
of the Wardh' river, & district given to the Nimm. 

The campaign in Hindustan had been equally 
brilliant. General Lake had & force of about 10,000 

men. Opposed to him W&8 the French-drilled army 
led by M. Perron. This large body of men had been 
brought together originally by General Count de 
Boigne-a brilliant adventurer, without that spice of 
the brigand which often attaches to the name-and 
had formed the pride and the safeguard of the great 
Ma.hadaji Sindhi&. The great chieC W&8 dead, and his 
~st.1 captain had returned to France, but the troops 
were held together, and, with districta secured for their 
BUpport, formed a kind of military colony under the 

I Graut Dulr, voL ,iii. p. 11430 
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command of M. Perron. But it W&B a dangerous and 
uDS&tisfa.etory post to be captain of free companies to 
a vindictive and treacherous Oriental, and Perron 
was already sick of it. He had made overtures to the 
English for facilities to retire, and Wellesley had 
offered him every assiStance. Now it came to war he 
could not fly; he turned to fight the course, but, it 
may be, with a faint heart. 

It needed only & few weeks'skirmishing and the 
capture by Lake of the strong town of Aligarh, on 
September 4, to end the Freuchman's indecision. He 
applied for leave to pass through the English lines, 
which Lake readily granted, and so he passed out of 
history, • a man of plain sense, of no talent, but a brave 
soldier,' as de Boigne described him to Grant Duff. 
His place W&B taken by a younger officer, M. Louis 
Bourquin, who crossed the Jumna to meet Lake, with 
the intention of preventing his advance to Delhi. 
A fierce battle took place on September II, outside 
the city, when brilliant charges of cavalry swept the 
troops of Sindhia from the field. Delhi W&B entered 
in triumph, and the aged 'Emperor' was rele&Bed 
from thraldom and placed under new masters who 
behaved very handsomely to him. M. Bourquin 
surrendered with a number of his men three days 
after the battle, and then the French military interest 
in India practically ceased to be. 

From Delhi Lake marched to Agra, and on Octo
ber 18 it; surrendered. A decisive battle took place Oil 

the 31st at Laswan, where the main body of Sindhia's 
. G 
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remaining troops met Lake. It was a matter of hard 
fighting and great slaughter. In the end the British 
charges carried all before them, and the French con
tingents of Sindhia. were captured or annihilated; 
This battle ended the war. Sindhia had no longer an 
army: he could no more use the shadowy name of the 
Mughal to call troops to his banner. Bhonsla. had 
been defeated and had made peace. There was no 
course open to him but submission. 

On December 30, the treaty of Surji Arjangaon 
was signed. By this Sindhia. ceded all the territory 
betw~en the Jumna and the Ganges, .Ahmadnagar 
(which was given to the Peshwit), his rights over 
Barach (as already mentioned), and all the land north 
of Ja.iput, Jadhpur and Gohad. He renounced all 
claims upon the English and their allies, and agreed 
to entertain no subject of any nation at war with 
them, and to recognise the rights of several of the 
Rajput chiefs whose cause Lake had espoused. Soon 
after Sindhia. submitted to a. modified form of the· 
subsidiary alliance. 

Thus peace seemed to have been secured, and Welles- • 
ley wrote one of the letters, that WCl'6 become so 
fa.milia.r, enumerating and tabulating the results which r 

he thought would spring from the war. The military 
power of Sindhi80 and of Bhonsla was now no longer 
& menace to the East India. .company. TheFrench 
territorial possessions were destroyed, and British 
influence was· established in the N orth-West and with 
the eclat that the name of Shah cAlam was still able 
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to bestow. The territorial acquisitions added at once 
to British security and British power; and the 
government was now established in connection with 
every principal state in India. All this in the bald 
and business-like style which Wellesley now affected 
to the Directors. In a reply to an enthusiastic address 
of the inhabitants of Calcutta an old vein reasserts 
itself:-

'With united counsels, with an unrivalled army, with 
ftourishing resources, with powerful alliances, and with a 
just cause, I was enabled to encounter and to surmount the 
difficulties which su,rrounded me, and to witness the rapid 
and complete effect of our military operations on every point 
of the enemy's strength. The vast extent, complicated 
system, and matchless success of the campaigns in Hindu
sUn and the Deccan cannot be contemplated without emo
tions of gratitude and admiration. The execution of the 
plans, which it was my duty to form, corresponded with the 
renown of an army, accustomed to victory, inured to fatigue 
and danger, attached to the first principles of discipline and 
cn-der, animated by the memory of former triumphs, and 
commanded by generals who possess every qualification 
requisite to inspire confidence, to excite enterprise and to 
ensure success. Peace is the fairest fruit of victory, the 
brightest ornament of military triumph, and the highest 
reward of successful valour. The peace which hss been con
cluded' comprehends every object of the war with every 
practicable securit-r for the continuance of tranquillity: 

The Governor-General was too hasty. The fruits 
of peace were not yet ripe. While he spoke war was 
brewing, and, before May, 1804, Holkar had alread;y 

11~ 
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taken up al1D.L Tho. the claUu wLieh Wellb&u.,.. 
T.WWe lor the result. (It hi. action were 1M j WftUlOO ; 
aod criticisDllJ (Ill the wlK,1e p<l1icy were kgimaing to 
reach him from home. 

Castlereagh bad alread,. begun to q~JD. He 
wrote (lla,. 21, 1804) in the Woe (It ckkreDee wLieh 
it ill eJt:u that the ntnwrdiIwy Lrilliane,. (It WeIU::.
rei. achievement. bad kgun to Wl'ire. But he 
iDliinuakd two MuLta. Wu the p<llicy (It annexation 
permi.tisil,1e 00 the pri.ocil'lt. which Parliament Lad 
aand;wned 1 Would JWt the exteaU (It ~ aM 
inUl't'St he too grEat a burden Ivr an,. or<linary 
ruler 1 'We should deceive o~lvf:* it we ex~d 
to find a &UCCe8IIOr to rel'laee your Lc.rdJobip caJ*Lle 
ot giving and continuing to the madline (It govern
ment tLat impul.ee which every ck'{l8J'tment (If the 
fitaU 10 vioiiLl,. receive. £rom the mind tLat nCJW 

dired.4 it..' 
But eriticiam IOOIl .Qeeeed~ eotDl'liment, and 

question keame eondemnaLion. Ai the end (Ie the 
,..ear lSoJ. General lake, under Wdltalty'. imtrue
tions, began to negotiate with &lkar, &011 e<lDlIida

aL1e eCJl'refipoo.cknee ena~ Lrlween tlrem. On 
DeeemLc:r 28, JA.ke. writing to the Governor
General, (lL&erv~ the • extraordinary eondud' (Ie 
IIolkar; bia 'levying eontriLuLion &011 (It.hU'1riJ.e 
distftaing the eoUDtry: and bia bariJIg 'lAtA:l,.. put to 
dath the Eogliah (l0ieen in hi. ~ Captaina 
Viekan, Todd, and Ryao.' Wene.Je,...till tbought 
ptaee was prolALLJe, and Wievtd &1W IIulkar would 
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readily agree to it as soon as he knew of the treaty 
with Sindhia. But he was entirely deceived. The 
customs of Marit.h& policy needed no such explicit 
declaration of hostility as Europeans looked for, and 
it is clear from the Memoirs of M.uhammad Amir 
Khan, a Pind8.ri leader, in a.lliance with HoIkar, that 
from the moment of the Peshri's submission all 
the other Maratha chiefs were eordiaJ.ly allied against 
the British. Circumstances had prevented the appear
ance of his troops on the field-they were actually on 
the ma.reh at the time of Assaye-but Holkar had 
not abandoned his compatriots 1. 

Thus Wellesley's negotiations were futile, and on 
April 16 the Governor-General iBBued orders to 
Generals Lake and Wellesley to begin the war. Lake 
was to move from Delhi with the army of Hindustan, 
and Colonel MUIT&Y was to advance from Gujarit 
against Holkar's poBBeBBions in Malwa: Sindhia was 
instructed to join in the reduction of his rival's 
territories. 

At first all went well. Rampura, HoIkar's strong
hold in the north, was taken on May 16, and Holkar 
retreated in hot haste. General Wellesley urged Lake 
to pursue him or to withdraw with all his forces 
to Hindustan dUring the rains. Unhappily he did 
neither. He retired to Cawnpore, and he sent Colonel 
Monson on with five battalions of native infantry. 
some a.rti11ery, and about .4.000 irregular horse to 
keep HoIkar in check, and, as it appears, to advance 

• See JIiU'. lu .. yoL no p. 3990 W'JlsoIl'. footaote. 
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in pursuit till he should meet Colonel Murray. 
Monson, like his kinsman the opponent of Warren 
Hastings, was personally brave, but without sagacity, 
stability, or prudence. He marched by the Mukand
wara Pass to Chambal. But Murray, misled by false 
information, by fear, or by prudence, had already 
retired; and Monson heard with dismay that he was 
opposed to the whole of Holkar's forces. He had 
only two days' supplies, and Sindhia's general, who 
was with him, poured tales of terror into his ears. 
Both Murray and Monson, wrote Arthur Wellesley, 
pithily, 'seem to have been afraid of Holkar, and 
both to have fled from him in different directions.' 

Monson turned to retreat. Holkar, whose 'fortune 
was on the. saddle of his horse,' played about him 
with light cavalry, cutting off his stragglers, defeating 
and destroying his irregular horse, and depriving 
him of his supplies 1. News reached Lake on the 
18th inst. that the retreat had begun, but he did .not 
appreciate the extent of the disaster. ' I think: 
he wrote to Wellesley I, 'Holkar will not easily get 
his cavalry to attack our infantry unless he brings 
his guns, which will retard him and prevent his 
horse from doing much mischief. His guns will, in 
the end, be the cause of his ruin. IDs insolence is 
admirable. • • . I trust he may yet get a very severe 
check from Colonel Monson.' But though he wrote 

1 Cf. MaJor Wm. Thorn, Memoirs qf Ih8 Weir in India, 1805-6. 
pp. 357 et sqq; 8.Jld the Diary of the Retreat, in East India Militelry 
Calendar ii. 538-559-

• July lU, 180+, Wellesley lJespCllches, iv. 178. 
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in this strain it is evident that Lake saw that the 
affair was serious, and he must bear the blame of 
taking no immediate steps to assist the retreating 
force. The conclusion of his letter is curious as illus
trating the warmth of personal feeling between the 
Governor-General and his subordinates, and how 
keenly, it was known, Wellesley felt with and for his 
forces in the field :-

, I write in great haste and have only to beg you will not 
suffer this late unpleasant business to affect you, but will 
believe that everything shall he done to correct the evil, 
which is certainly not agreeable. Despondency will be of no 
avail, we must therefore set to work and retrieve our mis
fortune as quick as possible (sic). I feel myself quite well 
and able, if necessary, to encounter any fatigue of body and 
mind; of the latter, I am, like your Lordship, pretty well 
used to it. That I may live to see you enjoy peace of mind; 
health and happiness, is the sincere wish, my dear Lord, of 
your affectionate and devoted servant.-G. LAKE.' 

But disaster followed disaster. Zalim Singh of 
Kotah (whom Lake in the same letter believed to 
have acted remarkably well) refused to suffer the 
retreating troops to enter his land. The rains came 
on, and in pitiable condition, across swollen rivers 
and soft and impassable roads, the retreat was con
tinued. Before long it became impossible to ford 
the rivers; boats had to be procured or rafts made, 
and the retreat became slower and more beset with 
attacks. Monson, too, showed little judgement. He 
received succours at Rampura on July 29, when he 
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should have turned on his foes with his whole force. 
But he was slow where he should have been quick, 
and hasty where he should ·have deliberated. He 
remained nearly a month at RampUra, and at last 
resumed a retreat which soon became a flight. Finally 
Sindhia's troops deserted him: he was wofully cut 
up in every engagement: at last a disorderly rout 
stl'eamed into Agra at the end of the month. ' I will 
not,' wrote Lake, when the account ·of all the disasters 
at last reached him, 'I will not at present say 
anytliing more upon this disgraceful and disastrous 
event • • . a finer detachment never marched. . •• 
I have lost five battalions and six companies, the 
flower of the army, and how they are to be replaced 
at this day, God only knows. I have to lament the 
loss of some of the finest young men 8Jid most 
promising in the armyl.' 

It is not part of the scheme. of this memoir tQ enter 
upon the details of military movements, and for this 
defeat it is clear that the Governor-General was in 
no way responsible. Arth~r Wellesley, with his cool, 
clear judgement, soon analyzed the cause of the 
disaster II. 'I am decidedly of opinion,' he writes, 
I that Monson advanced without reason and retreated 
in the same manner; and that he had no intelligence 
of what was passing five miles from his· camp.' He 
Wl'ote later, in a letter which became classical since 

t Sept. la, I804, Wellesley Despa.!ches., vol. iv. p. I97. 
• There are sevetal lettel'll on the subject in Seleclirms from Welling

ton DespaJiche8 (ed. Owen), pp. 430 , 43I • 
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Peel called it the finest military letter he had ever 
rea.d:-

• In the first place, it appears that Colonel Monson's 
corps 11'88 never so strong as to be able to engage Holkar's 
army if that chief should collect it; at least the Colonel 
11'88 of that opinion. Secondly. it appears that it had not 
&Dy stock of provisions. Thirdly. that it depended for pro
visions upon certain Rajas who urged its advance. Fourthly. 
that no measures whatever were taken by British officers to 
collect provisions either at BOndi or Kotah, or 'even at 
Rampura, a fort belonging to us in which we had a British 
garrison. Fifthly, that the detachment was advanced to 
such a distance, over so many impassable rivers and .ulla1u, 
without any hosts collected or posted upon those rivers; and, 
in fact, that the detachment owes its safety to the Raja of 
Kotah, who supplied them with his hosts. The result of 
these facts is an opinion. in my mind. that the detachment 
must have been lost. even if Holkar had not attacked them 
with his infantry and artillery: 

The lessons for Indian warfare which Wellesley 
drew from the campaign are concise and valuable
and it may be that the disaster was a cause of 
prudence which brought later success. At any ra.te 
it was a lesson which native ballads long kept alive 
and which British officers did not soon forget. 

The Governor-Genera.! showed no disposition to 
shirk responsibility-though he was in DO way to 
blame. He generously said, • Whatever may have 
been Monson's fate or whatever the result of his 
misfortunes to my own fame, I will endeavour to 
shield his character from obloquy, nor will I attempt 
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the mean purpose of saerifi.cing his n-putation to san 
mine l .' 

The disaster was fatal. n was, indeed. the final 
blow to Wellesley's position. The enthusiasm of the 
public and the thanks of the legiala.ture, won by his 
glorious achievements, had only just. held the b&lanre 
against. the Company's increasing iITitation. 'fh.is 
was the end of their hesitat.ion. In knor they 
determined tha.t. he must. return at onoe and his 
whole poliey be reversed. Nor was the blow felt. 
less in Indi&. It. aroused ..n the fire still lingering in 
the heart.s of the lI.a.ri.this, it. brought. again Sindhia 
and Jllionsla to throw off' the bonds of their English 
alliance, it. encouraged. ..n India to believe that.. &8 

Bolkar eould oonquer them. the British were not 
invincible. But. for Monson, Bolkar would hue beoen 
crushed in a few months, Wellesley's poliey would 
hue achieved eomplet.e and triumphant. vindieatioo. 
and the great. problem of English relations with the 
:Ma.ri.t.hU would not. have waited for solution till 
1818'. 

The reverse. however, was only momentary. C1)lonel 
Murray had aJready returned and seized Holka.is 
upital, Indore. Holk.ar himselt laid.sie;e tQ .. Delhi 
on October 8, and eontinued the siege till the 141b
The defenoewas_~ _~ .. and be~i~~M~·s. 
retreat had been tha.NVe1S6. .A. mere handful of 

• ...... '9 ~ ~ i ..... 80S. 
• s.... n. If-v- ., B_-.. \>1 J1aj0l' ~.m.~rs. 

C.B., ia Wa Sen-.. 
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Sepop. ably eommanded by one who knew his men, 
defended ilia1 grea1 city-ten miles in ein:umferenee 
-with brillian1 8U~ 

The enemy fiually retired before Lake eame up. 
Holkar now made an attempt to ravage the Com
pants ierritories, relying as he had hitherto· done so 
suecessfully on the lr1I'iftness of his Qvahy. He 
marched down the Doao, pillaging and burning 
&8 he went. On November n, the British troops 
uDder General Frazer found him entrenched a1 Dig: 
and on the next day att.acked him. A brilliant; victOry 
11"&8 won, in which the gallant; 76th, who had a1ready 
covered themselves..nth glory during this war, carried 
all before them. Three days later General Lake 
destroyed a large body of HoIkar's eavahy M 
FarukhiW. He then advanced to Dig and be
sieged the town and citadel, which he entered on 
December 2.4-

lake, however, was destined himself to meet; with 
reverses. He determined to punish the Raja of 
Bhartpur. who had deserted the Engfuh for Holkar. 
The fortified to'W'D. more than six miles in eireum
ferenee, well garrisoned and ably defended, resisted 
all the efforia of Lake, who, indeed. as Wellin.,ato.n 
said, • blundered ierribly' and lost; over three thousand 
men in his fruitless assaulta. Lake was a eavaJry 
general, and had no knowled.,.oe of siege operations. 
He 11"&8 more effectual in chi ring away Holkar"s re

lieving foree; and thua the Raja of Bhartpur. in April. 
agreed to • be&ty without; the Qpture of his fortress. 
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The rest of the operations of ihe war are without 
interest. It is clear that but for political changes 
Holkar would have been completely conquered, and 
We11esley, 'without renouncing any advantage, would 
have been able to effect every arrangement for securing 
a long, if not a permanent, tranquillity 1.' 

But We11esley's government was at an end. When 
. the Directors heard of Monson's disaster they were 
terrified. His recall was hastened, and his successor. 
Lord Cornwallis, arrived in Calcutta on July 30, 
J805. Wellesley knew that this meant the complete 
reversal of his policy--and the war was abandoned 
at the. moment when success was at last assured. 

The war' with HoIkar would probably have been 
considered a successful one had not Wellesley's pre
vious achievements raised the standard of English 
expectations in Indian warfare. Holkar's power 
was so shattered as to be within measurable distance 
of extinction. His allies were utterly weakened or 
had deserted him. There was no M&ratha power left 
strong enough to withstand the British. But the 
interval, during which Wellesley's policy was aban
doned; revived all the old difficulties and left to Lord 
Hastings a task as hard as that on which Wellesley 
had engaged. 

At the Conclusion of an account.. of the military 
history of the great Governor-General some estimate 
of the wisdom of his territorial acquisitions may be 
expected. This, if one postulate be granted, can only 

I Grant Du1r, vol. ill. p. 303. 
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take the form of a vindication. Ought Great Britain 
to have conquered any Indian tenitory 1 If the 
action of her merchants and soldiers was justified, 
we ca~ot withhold, not only our pardon, but our 
admiration from We11esley. While others had patched 
up hollow treaties and taken little tractS of countrY, 
which _gave responsibility without affording the 
means of rightly exercising it, he for the fiI'St time 
had seen the breadth of the question that was before 

. his countrymen. It was no matter of rupees or of 
individual greed or aggression. India craved for 
firm rule, for freedom from tyranny and corruption, 
for expansion and liberty. There was no power, 
Muhammadan or Hindu, which could fulfil these 
demand!'!. The British Company stood already among 
them, and from it alone could union and regeneration 
spring. At home the Directors thought of commerce, 
the Government of policy; no one but We11esley 
saw that there lay before us the making of an 
empire, and through that of a nation. He wrote 
to Castlereagh 1, when the Maratha war was in 
prospect:-

'I cannot suppose that the condition of the Company, with 
relation to any part of its territorial possessions in India, 
can be considered to be similar to that of a private indivi
dual proprietor of a landed estate. The Company, with 
relation to its territory in India, must be viewed in the 
capacity of a sovereign. If any other principle be recognised 
and the Company be permitted to hold the nominal sove-

1 Wellesley~, vol. iii. pp. 153 sqq. 
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reignty of India, endless confusion must ensue; in such an 
extremity no possible remedy could save this country from 
anarchy and ruin but the instantaneous assumption of the 
direct executive power of the British possessions in India by 
the Crown of the United Kingdom.' 

This was his greatness-that he recognised, in all 
their fullness, alike the need and the responsibility of 
the expansion of British India. 



CHAPTER VI 

GOVERNlIENT, EDUCATION, AND DEFENCE 

WELLESLEY was not one of those who use a machine 
without ca.ring to understand its mechani'!lID. He was, 
rather, like the workman who finds an engine to his 
hand which, while he employs all its powers to the 
best advantage, he sees to be capable of important 
improvements, and sets himself, in the light of his 
own experience, at once to remedy and to perfect. 
And here two points especially demand notice. The 
first is Wellesley's account of the system &8 he found 
it, the second the designs which he entertained for its . 
improvement. 

In an elaborate minute of July 9, 1800 1, the 
Govemor-General in Council described the state of 
the Government &8 it was. The Govemor-General in 
Council possessed supreme executive power, exclusive 
legisla.tive authority, and • as constituting the Courts 
of Sa.dr Diwam Adalat and the Niz3.mat, or the 
chief civil and criminal courts, the Goyemor
General in Council also exercises a large portion of 
the judicial power: The on.,oinal a.im of the framers 

1 W d/eslef Desp:Jldtea, voL ii. pp. 3111 &qq. 
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of this system of Government W&8 to model it on 
principles drawn from the Britiab eonstitution; and 
this, with the necessary modi1ications, had been aeeoDl

plished. ~ some pointa the arrangements had been 
highly satisf'adory. 'The reasons which original1y 
occasioned the continuance of the entire legislative 
and executive authority in the Governor-General in 
Council are obviously of a permanent nature.' But 
it 'WaR beyond the power of the Governor-General in 
Council adequately to perform the judicial duties, 
and the union of judicial and legislative functions in 
the same body W&8 also contrary to the ' general and 
established principles of governmenL' The eeeority 
of private rights should be absolutely independent of 
thoee in political office, nor should officers of state 
have power to render the laws nugatory by abuses, 
omissions, or delays in their administration. Great 
inconvenience also aroee from the lad that the pr0-

ceedings in these high courts, &8 they were theu 
constituted, most always be heazd (n .. tamn-d, and 
without the preeence either of the parties or their 
pleaders. In coll8eCluence of these evils the Govemor
General in Council now determined to reconstitute 
these two high courts, giving each the same body of 
distinct judges, with the full power at present enjoyed 
by the Governor-General and the memben of Council. 
who were in future no Ion",«>er to constitute the Courts. 

The minute then gives a description of the 
executive duties of the Governor-General in CouneiI. 
These included the management of aD foreign relations. 
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and, in internal govermnent., the ma.nagemeni of the 
public revenue, the superintendence of the general 
finanee of India, the regulation of the anny, and 
maeh mi......JlAMOus business. Besides these and other 
duties of executive eontrol-the most import,am being 
exercised in relation to the Presidencies of Madras 
and :&mbay-the Govemor~ had the super
intendenee of the Company's conunereial cxmeems. 

The duties involved the employmeni of a number of 
importAnt offiei&ls,and it was absolutely essential that 
these should be • men of the fusl talents and ability: 

This sketch of the powers and duties of the 
Go~ led naturally to two inferenees; 
f1.rst., thM especially in view of the Governor-General's 
authority oveI' the other Presidencies, some modi1i
e&tion or reura.n",<>ement would be beneficial; and 
BeOOIld, th&t. the utmost eare should be taken in the 
aeleet.ion and kaining of the Company'. officen. Ii 
is on this aeeond point aloDe that Wellesley dwells in 
the minute of July. 1800; and to this we will retam.. 
On the ~ point we have little published m&terial 
from .... hich. to infer the opinions of the greai states
man. There exists, however, happily, in the Record 
Department of the India Office, a paper 1 eont&ining 
his plan {<r the improvement of Indian Govermnent., 
.... hieh is of the greatest interest. Its value is 
increased by the manuscripi notes of Dundas .... hich. 
&l'8 attaehed to it. In this minute Wellesley suggests 
the t"nion of the Governments of Bombay and Ce,..lon 

I I'WII!r I'apM1I, P :~}. 

B 
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under the Presidency of Madras. The whole of the 
British possessions in India should then be governed 
bya Governor-General, and two Councils, with a 
Vice-President to each. The Governor-General would 
change his re!)idence from time to time, and would 
control every part of the detail in both presidencies. 
The Vice-Presidents should have full power in the 
absence of the Governor-General, except that all 
patronage ought to be subject to his controL They 
should always be appointed. from England; and 
neither of them should ever hold the office of ComO. 
mander-in-Chief. The. Governor-General should 
always have a direct commission from· the Crown. 
This is of the first necessity, because it is urgent 
that he should be able to exercise authority, ultimate 
and final, over both Army and Navy. . 

There was also a defect in the Governor-General's 
legislative powers. He had no right, for instance, to, 
impose any tax on articles of consumption at Cal
cutta, which should be part of his legislative function. 
Finally, Wellesley alludes to a matter which was a 
personal annoyance to himself, the legal necessity for 
the presence of the Governor-General at every Council 
~eeting. The· senior member present, he suggests, 
should. preside in his absence, but no act should be 
valid without his signature; Of the Governor-General 
himself, Wellesley writes, characteristically enough, 
that he sh~uld 'always be a peer of Great Britain, it 
being absolutely necessary to the maintenance of his 
authority in india. that he should be a person of high 
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rank. He should also be & person, if not conversant 
in Indian affairs (which is the most desirable), at 
least well accustomed to public business.' 

The interest of those suggestions is considerable, 
and scarcely less interesting are the comments of 
Dundas, since they may be taken to show why the. 
proposals of Wellesley were not brought forward in 
any public way. Dundas thought that, with the 
exception of the union of the presidencies of Madrafl 
and Bombay, there was no pressing l'e8.S0n for change. 
It would not be proper to give the Governor-General 
& commission or authority over the king's forces, nor 
could anything be done in the matter of the pavy. 
Legislative defects should be remedied, for it is essen
tial • that the legislative authority should be exercised 
on the spot, and by every means the detail of it kept 
out of the British Parliament.' Dundas was evidently 
not enthusiastic in the matter; his comments ar~ the 
familiar ministerial reply • the subject shall receive 
the most careful attention.' 

We have other criticisms of the project, and it is 
evident that it was seriously considered. Mr. Bragg, 
writing on April 16, 1800 I, gives his opinion on 
some of the proposals, particularly on that for uniting 
the subordinate presidencies. It could be done, he 
says, by Act of Parliament abolishing the Bombay 
presidency and vesting its powers in Madras. It would 
be expedient to ~ansfer the seat of government to 
Seringapatam-a curious suggestion, showIDg how 

• India OIIice lISS •• Fisher Papers, 308 (2209). 
B2 
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greatly the centre of interest had shifted, through 
Wellesley's policy, from the West to the South. 

Nothing f:l&me, for the present at least, of any of 
the suggestions. There is no date to the copy of the 
minute in the India Office; but it must be earlier 
than 1800, so that it cannot be said to be based on 
Wellesley's maturest experience. It expresses, how
ever, with great clearness' the views of which his 
published correspondence conta.ins many a hint
that the powers of the Governor-General were in
adequately defined and unsatisfactorily exercised, and 
tha.t his control over the subordinate presidencies 
ough~ to be greatly strengthened and enlarged. To 
Wellesley, it is unquestionable, the ideal of Indian 
Government was an 'imperial theme': the responsi
bility was so vast, the interests were so widespread, 
the destinies of the rule so uncertain, that divided 
control was intolerable. The ruler of British India, 
to his mind, must be implicitly trusted; and he 
must be practically absolute. Laws laid down for 
him as fundamental he would follow; but policy he 
must dictate, and it must be his to deal, unchecked, 
with the exigencies of the moment. Wellesley 
chafed at the narrow, petty, tradesmanlike" opinions 
of the Company; he would' be, as he was, the 
Architect of Empire. But it cannot be forgotten that 
though magnificent as a master he must have been 
to the last degree exasperating /loS a servant. He 
was not trahled to go in harness. Yet however 
autocratic he would have made himself, however 
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extended might be the power which lie would have 
conferred on the Governor-General, it was not· power 
80 much as efficiency that he sought. And this is to 
be seen in his pursuit of the object which was, after 
all, probably the nearest of all his projects to his 
heart, and which, in the eyes of posterity. perhaps 
most clearly marks him as a man of liberal and 
prescient wisdom. If he would magnify the office 
he would educate the officials. His despatch of 
July 9. 1800, ends with an appeal on behalf of & 

more complete and definite training of the Company's . 
servants. Minute after minute exists on this subject, 
and the records of the India Office and the British 
Museum are full of papers to develope and illus
trate it. 

On October 24, 1799, writing to Dundas 1 , Wellesley 
in brief explained the cause and the aim. • The 
state of the adminisiration of justice, and even of 
the collection of revenue throughout the provinces, 
affords & painful example of the inefficacy of the best 
code of laws to secure the happiness of the people, 
unless due provision has been made to ensure & 

proper supply of men qualified to administer these 
laws in their different branches and departments.' 
The Company's writers arrived in India ignorant, 
and lived there without control Discipline, and 
education, these they wofully l&cked, and these it 
should be the Company·s duty, as it was the 

I WeIlaI<r ~ .01. ii. pp. 131-a. 
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Governor - General's own determina.tion, in some 
measure to supply. 

It may be doubted if, in our days of propriety 
and competition, we have at all realized the condition 
of the Indian civilians of the last cent~. A few 
brilliant novels, some sober biographies of great and 
impeccable personages-these are the materials on 
which our conceptions are formed. But .these treat 
rather of the men who rose to fame, of the strenuous 
and ha.rdy workers who will be found under all con
ditions of life, and who will thrive in any atmosphere 
however unwholesome. And again, their picture of 
Anglo-Indian society, though it dwells with freedom 
on the humorous and the bizarre at Calcutta. or 
Bombay, does not lifl; the veil which hangs over the 
life of the -official in distant outposts, where he went 
a boy in his teens, with hot passions and no shred of 
external control over his personal affairs, as the only 
representative alike of Western civilization and the 
dominion of a conquering and despotic race. There 
are memories of old Calcutta. vile enough to suggest 
how much worse may have been the conditions under 
which men lived where there was no semblance of 
English society, and no social code however imperfect 
and athwart. 

In spite of the lDany noble and honourable names 
which dignify the· Company's service, was not the 
English concept.ion of an Anglo-Indian official drawn 
from a class whose habits were at once ludicrous and 
corrupU The figure which 8. returned civilian cuts 
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in the literature of the early part of our oWn century 
suggests a very diff~t training from that which has 
given us the stern self-suppression and devotion to 
duty, the phila.nthropy and the zeal, of our day. 

Wellesley says simply enough that 'sloth, indolence, 
low debauchery, and vulgarity' are 'too apt to grow 
on those young men who have been sent at an early 
age into the interior part of the country, and have 
laid the fomidations of their life and manners· among 
the coarse vices and indulgences of those countries.' 

Such were the admitted evils. In his 'N otas 
with respect to the Foundation of a College at Fort 
William 1,' We11esley explained in detail the educa~ 
tiona! defects which appeared to him to be notorious. 
In the early days. of the Company. the duties of its 
.servants were exclusively commercial, but with the 
growth of its territorial power they had become 
charged with the conduct of intricate negotiations, 
the management· of complicated systems ohevenue and 
finance, and the dispensing of justice over millions of 
people of various languages, manners, and creeds. The 
civil servants of the Company were no longer agents of 
a commercial concern, they were in fact the ministers 
and officers of 8. powerful sovereign. From merchants 
they had become statesmen, from traders magistrates, 
ambassadors, governors, and judges. For these mani
fold duties it was no more than decent that their 
training should be strict and their education serious. 
• Finally, their early habits should be so formed as to 

I July 10, 1800, Wellesley Despa/cIIu, voL ii pp. 325 sqq. 
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establish in their minds such solid foundations of 
industry, prudence, integrity, ~d religion, as should 
effectually guard them against those temptations and 
corruptions with which the nature of this climate, 
and the peouliar depravity of the people of India, 
will surround and assail them in every station.' 

That the present system of education was in
adequate was & fact that needed no proof. The 
writers alTived in India., at the age of sixteen or 
eighteen, a.bsolutely ignorant of their duties, and 
innooent of a trace of knowledge of the history, 
jurisprudeJ).ce, ethics, and evetl the languages of the 
peoples whom they would be called to rule. Such 
eduoation as they obtained at home was almost 
invariably narro'Y and oommercial, and their studies 
entirely ceased at an age when they might have been 
most fruitfully developed. When they arrived in 
India their incompetence often led to indolenoe; nor 
was there any enoouragement to continue their 
studies. 

The remedy, says Wellesley, lies in a vastly im
proved education, of which the foundation must be 
judiciously laid in England and the superstructure 
systematically completed in India. The question then 
arises, in what proportion is the time of education to 
be spent in England and in India 1 Here Wellesley 
W8.11 the first to touch upon diffioulties which can 
scarcely be said to be solved even by the latest 
changes of the Civil Service examinations. Is it 
possible for most parent.Ii to affor~ a long education 
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in England 1 Can the necessary teaching be pro
vided' Would not the delay in the civilian's time of 
goiDg out cause· many of the civil servants 'to form 
habits and connections at home not to be relinquished 
at that period of life without great reluctance l' If 
they went out older would they have & fair chance· of 
returniDg to England with an independent fortune 1 

These were Wellesley's questions. Some of them 
have been answered ; some appear to us now to need 
no answer; some recur in d.i.fferent forms. Wellesley's 
plan was at least the result of & candid and practical 
consideration of each of them. To him it appeared 
that & college in India was an essential feature of & 

satisfactory education for Indian Civil Servants. It 
seemed clear, for instance, that no better than & 

theoretical acquain.tance with language, law, or custom 
could be obtained in England. To support this 
opinion there was the somewhat ludicrous example. 
of Sir William Jones, renowned throughout EurOpe 
&8 an Orientalist, who was quite unintelligible at 
Calcutta to any native in any Eastern tongue. 

A college, then, should be founded at Fort William. 
It would give opportunities for intercourse with 
learned natives. It would greatly encourage native 
teachers. As to the matter of cost, which he knew 
from the first would be the stumbliDg-block, Wellesley 
stated that, though endowment would be desirable, 
the Company need have no additional expense unless 
they approved, for the cost could be defrayed by & 

BJn&ll contribution from all the Civil Servants in 
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India, to be deducted from their salaries. Such waS 
his memorable despatch. He little expected the. rebuff 
he received . 

. Meanwhile the College was founded, its regulations 
being drawn up by the Governor-General himself. 
The course of instruction sketched was wholly .ad~ 
mirable. The regulations for discipline, residence, 
and government were modelled as far as possible 
upon those of the English Universities. Thus the 
College was established, and the courSe of instruction 
commenced. The Governor-General attended in state 
on great days, and distributed prizes, and addressed 
the students in his grandiloquent rhetoric. The 
results were highly satisfactory; and many of the first 
students who won distinction became eminent in the 
Company's service. Wellesley may have thought that 
success as well as necessity would justify the founda .. 
tion. This was not the view of the Directors. With 
the utmost haste, and in utter disregard of the 
opinions of those bes.t qualified to judge, they ordered 
the immediate abolition of the College. The blow was 
!3evere, and Wellesley felt it acutely. He addressed 
a long and on the whole temperate representation 
to the Court, which was unanimously supported by 
his Council: and he suspended the abolition till 
December 31, 1803. 

He did not lack the approval of those entitled 
to judge of his Bcheme. One of the most powerful, 
as it is certa~y among th't most interesting of the 
J'epresentations made on its behalf, was that of the 
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veteran Warren Hastings. Among the records in the 
India Office is a paper entitled' Mr. Hastings's observa
tiona on Lord Wellesley's minute :relative to the 
901lege at Fort, William 1: It is written in entire 
"o~ment with the scheme; and the more interesting 
passages will well bear quotation;-

, About thirty-five years ago,' he writes, 'I drew up a pro
posal for the establishment of a professorship of the Persian 
language in the University of Oxford, and presented printed 
copies of it to all the gentlemen who had at that time the 
direction of the Company's afi'airs. It had the approbation 
of the noble LOrd who W88 then Chancellor of the University. 
The late Dr. Johnson promised, if it took place, to frame a 
code of reguIations for the conduct of it. It met with no 
encouragement, and therefore dropped. In alluding to this 
cm:UIDEtance I wish to have it inferred that wbat I .have 
written upo~ the present subject is not the desultory sugges
tion of the moment, but the result of long and deliberative 
,-eflection:; nor can I offer a more convincing proof of my 
entire agreement with Lord Wellesley in the object of his 
pIan, than by thns making it appear to have been 80 long 
ago equally my own in principle though the means we 
severally proposed were different. I recommended that the 
writers of the Company after having received their appoint
ment to this service, should be permitted to stay a competent 
time to proaeeute and complete their studies in the branches 
of European learning, adding to them that of the Persian 
language in the University of Oxford. His Lordship.has 
propoEed the'l!&ID8 proceB8 upon an enlarged llCale, and to 
make Bengal the Bite of it. This is certainly preferable, 88 

it will give the pupils the advantage of arriving in the 
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country at a time of life in which the mind more easily con
fonns to the restraints of authority; the necessities of the 
climate, and the modes of society, than at a more advanced 
period. The languages, especially those that are of common 
use, are soonest acquired in the season of early youth; the 
organs being then' most pliant to moderate themselvell to 
their pronunciation and the understanding to catch and 
retain their ideas.' 

The opinion of the Nestor of Indian administration 
cannot fail to have had great weight. With reluc
tance the Directors yielded to the powerful repre
sentations that were made to them by their own 
servants and by the Ministry, and permitted the 
maintenance of the College in a modified form for 
the benefit of the Bengal writers only, and solely 
for their instruction in Oriental languages. Thus 
Wellesley's scheme of a liberal education was nipped 
in the bud: but it at least succeeded in directing 
public attention to a crying scandal and a pressing 
need. It C&used the foundation, a few years later. of 
the East Indian College at Haileybury, which for a. 
time did admirable and most beneficial work. And 
though it was never carried out in its entirety it 
remained as a. striking memorial of the width and 
wisdom of its framer's ideas, and may be looked baek 
to as the foundation of &ll genuine training for one 
of the highest professions a British subject can 
undertake. 

It is impossible in reading Wellesley's many papers 
on the training ,of civilians to avoid being struck by 
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the stress he laid on the religious as well as the 
intellectual aspects of the question. The neglec~ of 
Christian duties, the ignorance of Christian doctrines l , 

are constantly referred to as being associated with the 
low tone which marked the Indian services.. A~ the 
head of the new College M Fori William he placed a 
Provost. and in his statutes for the institution he 
ordered tha~ C The Provost shall always be a clergy
man of the Church of England I." He directed tha~ 
'The primary duties of the Provost shall be to receive 
the junior civil servants on their first arrival a~ Fori 
William, to superintend and regulate their general 
morals and conduct. to assist them with his advice 
and admonition, ~d confirm them in the principles 
of the Christian. religion. according to the doctrine, 
disQpline, aqd rites of the Church of England.' 

This was m~i an example of wha~ was with him 
& reasoned and deliberate policy. He felt the ~orace 
inflicted upon the Englisp name by the neglec~ which 
had fallen on the observance 01 Christianity. He 
determined tha~ as far as was pos.'lible he would wipe 
away the reproach. Thus he marked the Conques~ 
of Mysore by & day of solemn thanksgiving. On 
February 6. 1800, the Governor-Genen.l, the Chief 
Justice, the Commander-in-Chief (Sir Alured Clarke), 
the .Members of Council, the Jud",aes, and the public 
officers. civil and military. proceeded on foot to 
the New Church a~ Calcutta. The streets were 

1 JVoileslq ~ nI. h'. P. 34~ 
• Ibid., P: 351. 
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lined with troops, and royal salutes were fired during 
the procession and at the Te Drum. It was the first 
occasion on which any national recognition of Religion 
had taken place: and it was marked by all the pomp 
and solemn di.:,l7'Dity which the Governor-General could 
give it. Lord Wellesley was the first ruler of India 
to stand forth decisively as a Christian. 

His interest was not merely ceremonial. He pro
hibited the sacrificial exposition of children in the 
Ganges and prepared by an investigation for the 
abolition of Sati by Lord William Bentinck. He 
made distinct efforts for the dissemination of Chris~ 
tianity; he caused the translation of the Bible into 
Ben.,0'8.li, Hindustani, Marathi, Tamil, Persian, Chinese, 
and Malay; he seliously endeavoured to bring the 
ecclesiastical establishment of the Company into rela
tion to the needs of their servants, and favoured the . 
too long and shamefully delayed appointment of a 
Bishop. At the same time np one could more clearly 
express disapproval' of secular endeavours to enforce 
Christianity. A strong letter of April 6, 1804, to the 
Governor of Ceylon, expresses with unquestionable 
wisdom the lines on which it was incumbent on a 
British Government to act, giving complete and un
fettered toleration to all religions of the land. In 
him, for the first time, English and natives alike saw 
a ruler who did not leave the profession of his faith 
altogether out of count in his public policy, or justify
the sarcasm of Burke that Englishmen were unbaptized 
during their 'voyage to India. When the proposals 



GOVERNMENT, EDUCATION, AND DEFENCE 12' 

for the increase of the Church Establishment came 
before Parliament in 18 13. he reviewed his own con~ 
duct with dignity and pride. He' thought that a 
Christian Governor could not have done less, and 
knew that & British Governor ought not to do more.' 

As Lord Wellesley was the first British ruler 
seriously to consider the questions of education and 
religion, so he was the first to definitely design a 
system of defence for the Empire which the Company 
had now come to l·ule. His defensive measures fall 
naturally under two divisions-those which fOl'IIi 
part'~f his external policy and those which are related 
to the internal administration. 

In theory, and still with some amount of practical 
truth, the British power, like all other powers in 
India, owed respect if not homage to the Imperial 
name 1. The Mughal SMh 'Alam, so long the servant 
of Sindbia, the most aspiring and powerful of the 
MaratM.s, was the only representative of an universal 
power that still lingered in the land. To him every 
prince professed obedience, and from him alone all 
dignities flowed; the greatest sovereigns of the 
land, with whom the English warred and treated as 
independent rulers, were merely his officers. Senti
ment and the force of custom gave him, even in his 
degradation, an. appreciable force in the political 
movements of the age. All was still done in his 
name: his sanction conferred on others the power 
which he could not wield himself. 

I See SiMlaiG (by H. G • Keene) in this Series. 
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It was not until the Marlitha war that Wellesle1 
was brought into immediate relations with the un
happy prince, who still lived, blinded and old, under 
Maritha influence and guarded by the force of Perron 
and Bourquin, at Delhi. In July, 1803. the Govemor
General sent instructions to General Lake to obtain 
constant information as to the condition of affairs at 
Delhi, and when that city should, in the course of the 
war, be occupied by the British troops, to pay to the 
aged monarch every attention, respect and reverence 
which should assure him of the. Company's consider
ation and support. Writing to the Secret Comnlittee 
a year later he dwelt upon the danger of allowing 
the French to re-establish their footing-as it seemed 
probable they might-under the shadow of the Im
perial pretensions, and he urged the importance of 
placing SMh ·.AIa.m at once under British protection. 
When the defeat and surrender of Bourquin placed 
Delhi in the hands of Lake, the Mughal was treated 
with every consideration, and, by, an arrangement 
notified to the Company on June 2, 1805, he was 
established, with substantial provision for his dignity 
and comfort, under British protection. This recog
nition (though somewhat tardy perhaps) of the 
importanco of the Mughal name may be regarded as 
" measure of defence for the whole dominion of the 
Company, by connecting it in terms of alliance and 
protection with the one authority which had claim 
to recognition throughout India. 

',Relations with the great powers of the East must 
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form an --.tial pari of _y aeheme of defenc:e for 
oar Iadian Em~ Wellesley followed up his poliry 
ia Oadh and stzen.,othened his position &gainS Zeman 
Shah by entering into aJ1j_n ee with Persia. 

Aa early u:FelKuuy. 1799. he stated his mw. on 
the IAlbjed to the GoYemor' of 'Bombay. _d six 
mondw 1aier he aem Captain V&1m1m. whose ability 
and knowled.,ae he bad already reeognised. U & apecia1 
eDvoyto Tehenn. The mission ..... emirelYlAlftleSSful: 
& politieal alliance ..... formed whic:h noi only &en'ed 
to divezt Zeman Shih by an aUaek on his Ienitory. 
but also seeured to Eo",..]and an any against :France 
and Russia in the eYent of the inftSion whic:h the Czar 
Paul I _ known to coniemp1a.te. A eommen:ial 

Veaty. by which the Persian poria were opened to the 
aettlement and Vade of British merehaniB, was also of 
eoo&idenble T&lue. Welle&1ey wrote to the Direeiom: 
• A. firm and intimate CIIlDIleetion has IlOW lleen estab
fu;hed beh-een the Br:itWl Government and & State. 
the resourees of which are capable of aiding in _ 
essential JDaDDeI' the hostile Yiewa of the euemies of 
the British Dation agaiDd our Eastern poesessi0D81: 
The relations thus begun yen continued during 
WeII.Sey·. :F~UJl Secretaryship (after his retum 
te :F.u",aJand) by the mis&ioa of Sir Gore OuaeJey in 
1811. 

But it YU not only from the Xorih thd invasion 
..... feared.. During the earlier pad of We1les1e,..,. 
admjnistration there Y&.t emWdera1Ie re&IIOIl to belien 

• ......... D; 'z ~iLp.sSt-

I 
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that the French, if successful in Egypt, would attempt 
to recover the~ foothold in Southern lnilla.. Welles
ley met this danger not merely by the war with Tipu 
and the treaties with the princes of the South, but by 
active intervention in the Egyptian campaign. In 
February, 1801, he sent an expedition to the Red Sea 
under the command of General Baird, and wrote to 
the Sherif of Mecca, the Imam' of Senna, and the 
Sultan of Aden, calling upon them to join in expel~
ing the French from the East. The expedition is 
interesting not for its results, which were trivial, but 
as showing the width of Wellesley's schemes, and the 
daring character of the statesman who, hedged by 
difficulties in the East, was not content with the defen
sive-for which an exhausted treasury might plead 
-or even with an active policy within the vast 
peninsula which he dominated, but took the offensive, 
and mingled in what was in reality an European 
war, by calling in the tributary East to redress the 
threatened balance of the West. 

This movement was part, indeed, of a more extended 
policy. Wellesley had projects that included the_ 
Cape, ~he Isle of Bourbon, the Mauritius, the Philip
pine Islands, Ceylon. The Cape, he saw, was an 
'outpost of India,' and he required it to assist not 
only in defence but in defiance. The naval force of 
the French islands inflicted & constant series of losses 
upon British trade. In February, 180r, Wellesley 
stated that British property worth over two millions 
had been carried into Port St. Louis since the beginning 
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of the war. He planned the capture of the Mauritius, 
and would have pl&ced the i.sJ:md in direct relation 
to the Indian defences. Everything here depende~ 
upon the swiftness of the action; and Admiral 

-Rainier, a JIll!o!iinet of the most peda~,tic school, who 
)l&d aJre&dy, on another occasion~ acted without 
Wellesley's orders in such a manner as serious! y to· 
embarrass his schemes, now refused to move without 
the express command of the King in the usual form. 
Wellesley's letter to the Admiral l is a masterpiece of 
indignant and sa.rc&Stic rhetoric. One passage will 
suffice for example:-

• If no advantage can ever be taken of the temporary or 
accidental weakness of the enemy's possessions in India, 
without expreBS orders from England, signified through the 
usual official channels, not only to the Government of India 
but to the commanders of his Majesty's land and sea forces, 
it is evident that opportunities of reducing the enemy's 
power and resources must frequently be lost without the 
hope of recovery, by reference for fol'mal commands to the 
source of sovereign authority at home, In the present 
instance an extraordinary and fortunate accident had dis
closed to me the weak and almost defenceless state of the 
most important posseBSions remaining to France in this 
quarter of the globe. In my judgement I should have failed 
in my duty towards my king and countrY, if I had waited 
for his Majesty's express commands, or for his orders, signi. 
fied through the official channels established by Parliament 
for the government of India, before I had proceeded to take 

. the necessary steps for availing myself of the critical posture 

I The correspondence is pri.li.ted in welhtierl Despakhts, ii. App. Q. 

I ~ 



III THE ~fAllIJUESS WELLESLEY 

or the FreDeh ioteraU within the reach or the Curee eDtnuted 
to my wntroL The ardnou poYen vested i.o me bJ Parli. 
meut an .w5cient to reDder my opinioD in India a tuhsti
tate fur the oeeuional aDd UDavoidaLJe deCeet or prKw and 
esprea COIDlDIUJIU from the lOYemgn authority of the Britiab 
Empire. 

• In the eureiM of this cJ.ia:fttioD I am 1IlJ¥et to a teTere 
re..pouihility; but wbereTer it appean to me to be my duty to 
nereUe flIT daeretion aDd to appl1 for the ..ut&oce of hi. 
lIajeflti. DaTil (urce i.o the pn.eec:atWo of my endeaTClUn 
against the emDDIOD eDefII1, I caoeeiT. that hi. 1la~. 
DATal eommar.:dd' g not onl1 justified i.o complying with m1 
application bat abeolukl1 required to aid me, unJas the 
eonditioD of hi. .hi.,. .hall preclude their eo-optTlltioa., or 
unIe., in hi. ccm.todeotioaa jadgemerrt. the attempt which 
I propoae JDayappeu to be impnctic:ahJe or dangerou to the 
paLlic: ~ The WlUlt of hi. l1ajeaty'. npn. COIIlIII&Dda 
will DeTer be neeind either by hi. lIajt.ty, or by the 
paLlic:, .. an admiaiLJe jaatWc:ation of the c:wdud of all1 
pahlic: officer fur dc:cliniug to c:o-operate agaiDllt the nem1 in 
aD attaLk whieh appean to be prac:tic:aLle aDd whic:h prvaW;a 
adTalltage to the geueral c:aut.: 

To tm. he adds the curt dictum 'U the prineiJ.le 
.Lieh your Excellency hu adopUd had gov~ my 
conduct, the emlI}ueat 01 ll)'llOl8 would ~ baTe ~n 
aeLieved.' 

Fuiled in & venture wlJeh had eeemed to promiae 
eofavouraLly, Wellealeywa .. till mgent and insiatmt 
on the Deceaity ol8eCUring Ceylon. He rega.rded it 
.. the bulwark 01 India, and eha!ed U the divided 
eontrol wlJeh again stood in the way 01 the lull1Ule 
01 ita reso~ It wu intolerable tbU here, again., 
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King and Company, Governor and Governor-General 
should be -' odds. Nor was Mr. Frederick North, 
Governor of Ce-ylon (whose name sufficiently explains 
his appointment), the m~ sensible of men. In a 
tene and "Vi.,t'I'OIOUS letter to Dundas (llay 10. ISoI) 
Wellesley argued strongly in favour of formally 
annexing the island to the Crown. and p1acing iL 
definitely under the control of the eentral power aL 
C&leutta.. Two principles, he said, are essential to the 
permaneni efficieney of our Indian govemmen~ 
every put.. eontinental or iDsular-, should be subject 
to the general eontrol of one undivided authority; 
and thaL the eonstitution of each pad should be alike, 
and subordinate to the authority which the Crown 
aloue could ooufer. Here again his wishes were 

disregarded. Ce-ylon was wholly removed from the 
anthority of the Company on January I, lSo2. The 
diftieult.id (especially -' a time of war within and 
without the island) were by this step increased rather 
than diminished; and in a letter to Lord Hobart 
(November,30, ISo3) Wellesley recotded them with a 
new demand that; the island should be placed under 
the control of the Govemor--General 

Happily Wellesley was not always 80 hampered &8 

in the cases we have laaL eonsidered. Even in 
external polley he could oecasionally act boldly 
and -' onee. By the peace of Amiena the French 
possessions in India were to be restored, and a fled 
set out to take possession and to re-ert.ahlish their 
military power.. Ai a time when a large French 
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force under M. Perron was in existence in the North 
of India, and when the utmost efforts had been 
directed for years to the ·complete banishment {)f 
French influence from the whole peninsula, it was 
intolerable to Wellesley that the settlement should 
again be legally established. He boldly decided to 
refuse the restoration of territory, and inst.ructed Lord 
Clive to decline to surrender Pondicherry and the 
other forts until the arrival of further instructions. 
'.fhe French General did not venture on an attack. 
The fleet sailed back to Mauritius; and the renewal of 
war within six months justified the prescience of the 
Governor-General. His promptness also in the occu
pation of the Portuguese and Dutch settlements of 
Goa. and Serampur was a characteristic incident in 
this policy of security by external action. 

Wellesley also planned, with the aid of his brother 
Arthur and 'Other chief officers,a more systematic 
military defence than had yet been designed. The 
pretensions of the English power in India were really 
<lut of all proportion to its military strength. Again 
and again a. <combination of enemies might have 
brought about diSaster and even ruin. But fortune 
favoured the. audacity of the ruler. He was not 
himself blind to the weakness of the position. He 
constantly demanded more men from home, more 
-officers, more .ordnance. 

In' January, 1800, General Stewart, than whom 
no man was better qualified to speak from experience, 
drew up a. mmute on the general question. of the . 
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defence· of India, which he submitted to Dundas on 
his return to England in the following year. 

He dwelt first upon the absolute necessity of secur .. 
ing the coast line. Commerce had brought us to the 
land, and commerce alone was our true cause for 
remaining there. The allurements of conquest led us 
to the interior; but wisdom by no means accompanied 
each step. Near the sea our establishments were 
safer, our support more secure, our armies better 
provided. Danger within might after all be regarded 
as slight. 'From the great superiority which we 
poBBe88 in courage and science, our dangers from the 
nations of India will never probably be imminent.' 
But the tide of invasion from the North is checked, 
not ended. The way of Alexander still lies open, and 
the wild races of the North lack only a leader to 
pour again over the plains of Hindustan. _France 
is a still more pressing danger. The French are more 
popular in Indi&-and ever have been-than we. 
Frenchmen are always favourably received by the 
native princes. The court of the Niz&m bore witness 
to the weight and power that they so easily acquired. 
By the instrument of force, and the a.:,aency of fear 
alone did we expel them from Haidarabad, and any 
opportunity to return there or elsewhere would at 
once be taken. From this general statement-that an 
external not an internal foe is to be feared-General 
Stewart passes to a detailed examination of the 
defences of the British dominions. Ceylon should 
be secured and strongly fortified. Bengal with i~ 
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dangerou riTer ADd ita moog lortceu ia uJ'e on "elY 
IIide Lut the North. FClJ'ti&ationa on the lr<ID~ 
&re Deeeuuy. .. t.be DOrtbem trilu are ignoran1 ClI 
the U't 01 aiegea. 1ladru mila&' he pratected Ly • 
IItroDg Ioree. But it ia on t.be W eat ~ danger ia 
mqre to he kared. There t.be Ie&-COUt ia largell in 
~ 

l1Arit.U hands. ThAt wal ~ lies. ADd il 
the F .. eDcb were DOW to land in Surat, OW' trade would 
neeiTe • !atal brow; it in Gujarat, and in .. m ....... 
with the YarUhU, they would he eTen JU(JJ'e Iormid
.LIe than in EalgaL 'The deeWon at which be e.niv~ 
i. the neeeeaitl lor .ClLtaining control ClI Gujarit, .. 
• MeWI againet N<IJih ADd Weat e.like, • DeW 

uading centre and • country eMf to de(t:Dd. Tb.i. 
WDtrCll, it mal he added, w .. happill oLtained in 
180:1, through. treat! with the G~It1r'" WCID Ly the 
tact and firmDeu of MAjor Walker. 

The North-W ea lr<IDtier bad heeD an earlier ClLjea 
Clf Wene.Jei. are. In October, J 198, Sir Jamea 
Craig. who had been employed in ve.riou mi.aiona, 
diplomatic and military, .upplied • (ull report on the 
eondition of ~ datrid in view of the danger 01 AD 

iDvuion from the North.. He repreeeuted Oudh .. 
being entirel, unfortified. • Except AU.UUd, which 
bardl!yet deaerv~ the DAlDe, there ia DOt. lingle 
IClrtreM or p1aee of Jtrength in the whCIle country: 
In thia eondiLion 01 affa.irs AD alli.ou with the 
llari.tLU Ief:IIU:d eeeeot.ial to IeCUJity: with tkil' 
aid t.be DOrtbern frontier might be pubed torww, 
and muLaal deff:JlCe would he • guarantee of ita 
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ea!ety. Bu' still a foree of twenty thousand men. 
besides the ganison of Alla.h&b&d, 'Would be needed. 
Then alliance through the Ma.ri.thAa with the Sikhs 
and RajputB would strengthen our power and increase 
our secarity. 
L When we turn from schemes such. as • these to 
note the aetual number of British troops in India 
at. the time, we receive a shock of surprise. Doubt
leaa few even of the higher officers were aware how 
misera.bly inadequate was our fighting power: happily 
our enemies were in ignorance still more complete. 
It is eeri&in, from reports prepared for the Governor
General, that. the European foree under his comms.nd 
Ai no time exceeded 14,000 men of all arms!,) And 
of the supplies and equipments of the troops, n&tive 
and British. another letter of Sir James Craig gives 
a description which may be taken without demur 
to apply much more widely than to the district. of 
which it. made report.. ' 'Our stores,' he says. 'are 
utterly incompetent. to any forward move, such as 1 
have ventured to suggest as jUBtifiable if co-operation 
with the llaDt.b.. can be purchased by iL Our 
proportion of musket. &DlIDunition is 120 rounds per 
man. and that. for the small arms of the eavalry is 
40; with this I most eert&in.ly would DOt. venture to 
stir a step from th~ Ganges. and how we are to get. 
up more, in the time in which I think it. is probable 
that it. may be requisite for us to do 80, I know DOt. 
••• For our artillery we have 300 rounds, but tha.t. 

J ... ....., ~ ..... i. p.303-
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is, if possible, still less equal to what we ought to 
have, at least in a depot, to which we could ha.ve a. 
much ~ore ready access than we have to Chunar or 
AllaMb~d. The latter should be our grand depot 

,in whicl1 should be lodged a quantity of stores of 
every species, equal to every possible emergency; 
while a field depot, fed continually from it, should 
move successively from post to post as we advance, 
and be always at hand to renew our deficiencies. 
Upon the whole, do not, my Lord,' he concludes, 'con~ 
sider it as presumption if I say that I feel a great 
deal more arrangement to be necessary than appears 
to me to occur, to others as such. It is an easy thing 
to put the whole upon· the issue of one battle, and 
unfortunately it is the mode which is attended with 
the least trouble.' 

If this description should be, as it may well be, 
typical, it will not be felt that Wellesley exaggerated 
the needs of the British settlement when he wrote 
to Dundas on ,July 13. 1800. The letter is one of 
his most carefully written statements; practical, 
detailed, clear, and eminently characteristic of the 
mind which planned with such precision the methods 
and the means by which alone great successes could 
be assured. The necessities of conquest, he points 
out, ·require an increased military force; if danger 
from some quarters is diminished, still the. ten'itory 
to be defended has expanded. The number of British 
troops should always be proportionate to that· of the 
native forces, the sepoys, and irregular cavalry. It 
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had been unavoidably necessary to increase the Indian 
army. The British troops, on the other hand, had 
received the scantiest &CCe8IIions, not sufficient indeed 

. to fill the ranks thinned by war and sickness. The 
Madras regiments (King's troops) instead of being 
1,200 strong were sunk: to an average of 500 men 
fit for duty. It appeared that the whole number of 
the King's infantry was not over II,coO men, the 
deficiencies amounting to over 8,000. (With the 
Company's troops the total might rise to 14,ooo.~ 
But the average of sick was extremely high and the 
total number of Europeans ready for active service 
would not exceed 10,500. That this at that time 
was ut.terly inadequate for the defence of the whole 
territory of the Company needs no proof ynor can 
Wellesley be said to have exaggerated the needs of 
defence when he stated them at 30,000 men. The 
whole of this infantry should be King's troops. Again 
we have brought before us the importance of the 
undivided control of the Crown. The Company's 
t.roops, on the other hand, should be transferred as 
far as possible to the artillery, to fill some of the 
woful gaps in the ranks. 

Dundas's reply, writ.ten six months later, illustrates 
most pointedly the obstacles against which the Indian 
rulers had to fight. Lack of money is the burden of 
it all-no money to pay troops or to discharge debts. 
To this he adds doubt of Wel1681ey's accuracy and 
denial of the needS of an expanded Empire. The 
strength of the enemy, not the extent of our. posses-
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sions. should be the measure of our military fon~e: 
There is much more, and in deta.il, in the same stnUn, 
all sensible and sound argument from the standpoint 
of the civilian and the banker. • My present creed 
with regard to India is ~ nothing new is to be 
attempted without weighing well every rupee it 
will eost,.' This was indeed attempting to govern 

. great nations on the maxjms of the counter. It was 

easy to write, -at W'lIDbledon or Whitehall, that no 
.aggression must be allowed. But the very life of the 
young Indian Empire-for Empire it had become
depended on its growth. This all Governor-Generals 
sooner or later were forced to recognise. The expan
sion could not be checked. Territory fell into their 
hands as ripe fruit faIls from the tree when the winds 
blow. With means ridiculously inadequate there had 
been achievements beyond all hope. It was difficult 
enough to keep pee with the expansion, yet fatal 
-if it were poesible-to lag behind. 

But the Direetors were blind to the military needs. 
They actually sent a peremptory order to reduce the 
military forces in India at. the end of the year 18011. 

a step so markedly condemnatory of the Governor
General's action that he dwek upon it with peculiar 
feeling in his letter to Addington announeing his 
resignation. It was impossible to comply with the 
order without endangering the eonquesta that had 
.Jready been made and entering upon the lla.rithi 
war with forcee utterly inadequate. Wellesley there-

I w ...... ,.., $ La, ftI.. iii, latrodaeUoa. 
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fore BUSpeIlded the orden of the Court.; and ihe 
ecMmIe of events made u impossible for U1em ever i9 
be earried ouL He gave bitter expression to his 
,di_i 
-..ao~:-

• The .... '"IDI!'IItatioD W beeta made 1Ulder my UJlftI!8 
a1ltllority after the fullest deliberaticm and after flOII&Illting 
aD the .... experienced ofticfta m India.. The priDciple of 
these augmnrtau... vi the army is diredly condeamed by 
tM Caun. The iDc:naEed f_ is stated to be U-lY 
.... to UTe beeIa raised m aD objectiouable mode. and DO 

optioa is left to my ~ with regud to the reduction 
etljoined. ~ crier- caDDOt admit of aDy other c:onstrudiOD 
.... that the Coarl of Directon lias judged me to UTe been 
either ignoraDt of the fon:e ~ fOr the presenatiOD of 
the Empire bmded m the PeuiDsuJa in the year 179CJ. or to 
UTe ~tly or wickedly ~ the _y at ~ 
ud Bc.bay 1II"ithod adequate DeCeSlityl: 

n may be asserted that WellesIey greatly exaggerated 
ihe needs of our defensive establishment. Bnt. he 
had U1e assent. of his t.emperat.e and keen-sighted 
brother. a man .. ho estimated as no other English 
general did, alike the possibilities and the _limits of 
.. hat a small foree could do. Arthur Wellesley wrot.e 
constantly on the subjed, and:returned to u long 
after he had Jef\ India.. Writing. for iDst.anee. from 
Elvas in llareh, 1812, to Dundas, now Lord Melville, 
he expressed views similar to those held by his 
brother ten yean before.. The sum of his reeommen
datioDa was ihat. ~e European army in the Ea.d 
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ought to be the King's, the Native army the Com
pany's, aO long as the Company should continue to 
be sovereign of the country. The Crown should 
name both Governor and Commander-in-Chief, as thus 
disputes between them' would be less likely to arise. 
, All authority, civil and military, must be'vested 'by 
the law in the Governor in Council. The law must 
recognise no other authOlity in the State.' He addlil 
significantly, 'the Directors must be prevented from 
meddlirig with or peddling in the discipline of the 
army. It is a matter of too serious consequence to 
be allowed to be jobbed at the India House.' . 

The persistency of Wellesley was, after all, not 
without results: and indeed the English ministers 
began to see the necessity for· a largely increased 
force. Castlereagh, in 1804, wrote that he had always 
been' anxious to, increase the army, particularly the 
European army 1. A considerable increase, indeed, 
was made, but not in the English troops. During 
Wellesley's rule the Bengal infantry was raised frorq. 
twenty-eight to fifty-four battalions, the Bombay 
from twelve to eighteen, the Madras from thirty to 
fifty; with a proportionate increase in the Company's 
cavalry and artillery. While the English troops in 
India ,!ere largely increased, the Company's English 
infantry was practically dissolved, only one regiment 
remaining for each Presidency. 

. 1 India Office 1488. contain a volume of Castlereagh's Letters on 
the-condition of the European .Army, 18o~-1805 (MS. List of 
Records, No. 3, 1 .. *.6, ,vol. J~o). 
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Thus steps were taken towards_ the a.ecol!lplishment 
of Wellesley's two chief aims, the increase of the 
army and its adequate control under one authority. 
But the great danger of a disproportionate number of 
Sepoys was left unheeded, unti11ifty years later 
Wellesley's warning was terribly enforced by t.he 
Mutiny. 



CHAPTER VII 

FlNANCE: TRADE: QUARRELS WITH THE DIRECTORS 

FOR the chiet servant of a trading company the 
control of finance, it might seem, would be the main 
duty if not the main interest. But Wellesley, though 
a sound and sagacious man of business, was not a 
born financier. ; He possessed the power of choosing 
good instruments, of judging' good work, of detecting 
flaws in a system sUDmitted to him, which belongs 
to great men and which enables them to supervise 
with wisdom even where they cannot create with 
originality. WeHesley was a statesman first, then 
a soldier, diplomatist, financier. But in each of these 
fields he more than held his own with the ablest of 
his day. 

At home the Company still felt itself to be mainly 
a great trading concern. Political interests and 
wider views of statesmanship and of empire were , 
growing, very gradually, in the Court, during 
Wellesley's administratio~; but --to the 'last there 
was always-there could not fail to be-an eye to 
the'dividends. The days were passed when with a 
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revenue of & million and & half there was a. debt of 
over three millions, while the Company paid twelve 
and & half per cent. dividend and applied to Parlia.
ment to help them to keep it up. The Government 
control and the renewed charter made the difference 
between 1773 and 1798; but still the desire of the 
shareholders was to be traders, not sovereigns. A 
good income and & good opening for their sons and 
kinsfolk-payment and patronage-these were the 
points on which directors and proprietors fixed their 
eager gaze. He was & good governor who made a. 
good -dividend and found places for the scions of 
comfortable stockholders; and he was a. far way 
towards the Court's displeasure who increased arma
ments. overran territorr, and promoted on his own 
choice. 

\V ellesley, immediately on his arrival in India., set 
himself to obtain a clear view of the financial con
dition of the three Presidencies. In his minute of 
June 12,1798, he stated that he had determined to 
revise all the public establishments, with the assist
ance of a. committee, of which Mr. H. St. George 
Tucker, a young Bengal civilian, was to be secretary. 
The condition of affairs is thus summarised in Sir 
Arthur Wellesley's memorandum:-

'The Company were found to have a revenue of .£8,059,880, 
a IIUDl less than that which they had been found to have in 
1793 at the renewal of their charter, by £165,7i8. The 
debt amounted to.£Jo,866,588, having increaseci since 1793; 
and the intere15t was annually £746,933. having increased 

J[ 
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since 1793. The totalamount of the charges of the Government 
in India, including the interest of the debt, was £8,178,626 j 
and the deficiency of the revenues, in comparison with the 
charges, at a time of profound peace, in India, was £322,530. 
At the same time the Company's credit was at the lowest 
ebb. Money could not be borrowed in Bengal at 12 per 
cent. interest; the Company's bonds and securities at that 
rate were circulated· at such a discount, as well at that 
Presidency as at Madras and Bombay, as to amount to nearly 
a stagnation; and with .this great war in expectation, the 
Company's financial servants were entirely at a loss to find 
the means for supporting and carrying on the ordinary 
operations of the government in time of peace ,: 

But the new Governor~General managed to inspire 
an entirely new spirit into ,the money market. 
'Bankers and merchants,' says Mr. Torrens, 'took. 
courage from the spectacle of an improved vigour in 
~ branches of the administration, and lent the 
Government large sums of money where a few 
months before they would not discount Treasul'y 
Bills at less than usurious interest 2.' And the 
improvement thus begun continued, in spite of the 
enormous drains on the resources of the Empire, 
throughout the whole of Wellesley's rule. In their 
report of January z8, 1800 8, the Governor-General 
and Council were able to announce that the state of 
public credit was more favourable than it had ever 
been during the preceding three years, 'the discount 

'Owen, Selections/rom Wellesley Despatches, p. lxxiv. 
• MarqttUs Wellesley, p. 180. 
S Wellesley Despatches, ii. 185-193. 



FINANCE, TRADE, AND -THE DlRE~TORS 14,7" 

being this day on eight per cents. about five per 
cent., and on six per 'cents. about thirteen and a half 
per cent.' The Directors had sent a large quantity of 
bullion to India which had· materially lightened the 
financial pressure and increased the feeling of security 
so essential to a prosperous conduct -of mercantile. 
operations. In March of the same year, Wellesley 
announced a steady improvement, showing progres
sive prosperity. The debt was becoming more 
manageable and the rate of interest was . sinking. 
Government loans were much more readily taken up 
and on more favourable terms. The control of the 
:finances was placed under MI·. Tucker, in whose 
hands the whole system was greatly improved and 
the terrors of the debt were greatly diminished. In 
July, 1803, Wellesley wrote to Castlereagh, when 

_ exaggerated fears had been expressed:-

• The proportion which the Indian debt now bears to our_ 
annual revenues, the reduction effected in the rate of 
interest upon public loans since the year 1798, the amount 
and operation of the sinking fund established in India, the 
present high credit of all securities of government, and the 
flourishing and progressive character of every branch of our 
resources must satisfy your lordship that exaggerated appre
hensions have been disseminsted with respect to the magni
tude and pressure of the debt in India; and that its existence 
('annot be considered to form the principal object of danger 
to India in a season of war with France.' 

Again. in July. 1804. 'public credit continues to 

1 WeIlosl." ~ ill, 194-

Kli 
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improve,' interest is being reduced and the debt is 
being discharged. 

Mr. Tucker resigned his post in 1804, but not 
before he had elaborated a plan for the creation of a 
general Bank at Calcutta. In a. letter of which a 
copy exists in the Fisner Papers at the India Office 1, 

he sketches botll the provisional arrangements pre
paratory to its establishment, and the scheme on 
which it should be worked. He names as its chief 
advantages the issue of loans in specie at moderate 
interest to merchants who cannot get loans elsewhere 
save at exol'bitant rates, and the issue of a. smaller 
paper currency than that afforded by the Treasury 
Bills 2. 

Connected with the question of finance was that of 
Private Trade 8. The monopoly which the Company 
had guarded so jealously was restricted at the 
renewal of the Charter in 1793; 3,000 tons of freight 
were assigned to private traders. But it was clear 
that this would not suffice for the great increase of 
commerce. .As a matter of fact the tonnage occupied 
with Bengal private goods reached over 6,000 tons in 
1798-9, and over 7,000 in 1799-1800. The Company 

1 Fisher Papers, IIOS (I3~). 
• .An interesting acoount of tile foundation of tlle Bank of Bengal, 

written by Mr. Tucker in 1838, will be found in the Memo;rs Qj' 
IRdia" Govmt>tWU, published from his papers, pp. 401 sqq. 

I The ohief doouments on tllis aubjoot are printed in a spooial 
supplement to vol. v. of the W~ Despatdles. There are also 
in the India Office Miscellaneous Reoords, nix •• mass of dOcu, 
ments and memoranda, notes from Pitt, letters to and from 
Dundas, &0. 
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kept up ita strong opposition to private trade in any 
form, whilst the' Government endeavoured in a modi
fied way to encourage it. Dundas, writing in 1797, 
pointed out to the London shipbuilders that already 
a great share of the produce of India was brought to 
England by other channels than those of the Com
pany, and was brought to other porta than those of 
Great Eritain. and that the encouragement of India
built ships would tell in favour of and not against 
British interests. .As to the error of those who would 
prohibit- the coming to England of _ India-built 
shipping, he wrote:-

, They conceive that the prohibition of India-built ships 
coming to Great Britain would make a proportionate degree 
of room for the shipping of the East India Company. It 
would have no such effect. It would have no other effect 
than that whieh it always has had, of driving those ships 
with their cargoes into foreign ports, and thereby establisb
ing in foreign countries an Asiatic commerce founded on 
British capital, which by a contrary policy ought, in the lirrl 
place, to centre in the River Thames and be from thence 
re-exported for the supply of other European nations. They 
are not aware of another essential point; such a prohibition 
would very rapidly injure the regular trade of the East India 
Company itself, for in consequence of the trade being carried 
on, to whieh I have last referred, foreign nations would be -
supplied with their assortmenta of Indian produce and 
manufacture, without having recourse for that purpose to 
Leadenhall Street, and in proportion as that mode of supply
ing themselves increased, exactly in the same proportion 
would the regnlar trade and the regnlar shipping in the 
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employment of the East India Company decrease. The decrease 
of British shipping would nei; be the only consequence, the 
loss of commission and other consequences of British agency 
being employed in providing assortments for foreign couutries, 
would also he withdrawn from the national capital' 

Wellesley, there seems reason to believe, was well 
read in Adam Smith, and his policy set, within the 
-limited lines which _his obligations to the Company 
allowed, in the direction of free trade. N 0 on~ was
bold enough to propose the abolition of the mono
poly. Arthur Wellesley had already entered into the 
controversy on the subject. He accepted the quaint 
assertion, which appears to have been taken lIB an 
axiom by writers of the time, that it wa.s entirely 
unwise to encourage free emigration of Englishmen 
to India, because the race would be deteriorated and 
the natives would by 'an unrestrained intercourse' 
1000e their respect for the British name and character. 
But be declared that the Company's charge for 
freight, due to the cost of their expensive· BritisR 
ships, w~ so excessive. that it discouraged trade, 
while at the same time the Company's own commerce 
WIIB actually carried on at & loss. He still adhered 
to the principle of monopoly, and thought that the 
high duty on In~ sugar should be kept up, lest the 
West Indian islands should be annihilated. < I con
clude,' he wrote, 'that it is not advisable to throw 
open the trade, but that the Company ought to 
furnish private traders with the quantity of tonnage 
they might require at the lowest rate at which it 
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could be got; that the import of Bengal articles. 
ought to be 8B free for .private traders 8B for the 
Company, and the export of British produce (military 
stores excepted) ought to be the same.' 

But Dundas told the Directors in April, 1'800, that 
'two material circumstances attended the monopoly 
-first, that the exportable produce of India exceeds 
what at present the capital of the East India Com
pany ~ capa.ble of e~bracing; second, that the 
monopoly of the East India Company does not rest 
on principles of Colonial exclusion, for the trade to 
and f.rom India is open to the subjects of other 
countries in unity with Great Britain.' Was then 
the remainder of Indian commerce, which the Com
pany were unable to undertake, to be absorbed by 
foreigners or by British subjecl;s.1 It was clear, both 
politically and commercially, that the latter should 
be preferred. And it was equally "clear that the best 
method of transit W8B by India-built' shipping. The 
clause in the Aet of 1793, which resuicted private 
trade to 3,000 tons, should be repealed, and British 
subjects in India should be freely allowed to bring 
home their funds in the. shipping of the country. 
The fortunes and capital created in India should be 
transported in the manner most beneficial to the 
owners and to the nation, instead of being 'trans.
ferred through the medium of conveyance by for
eignel"S and thereby adding to the wealth, capital, 
and navigation of foreign countries.' . 

These views were cordially accepted by Wellesley. 
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A letter of Mr. Udny, an eminent member of the 
Bengal Council, to the Governor-General, written 
probably at his own suggestion, showed a. reason for 
welcoming an extension of liberty to British subjects 
in the rapidity and success of the commercial 
operations of the Americans. 

'Under the present system oC things the Americans bid 
fair to exclude us from the ~arket for sugar in Europe • . . 
It is impossible that British merchants can, under the present 
order of things, cope successfully with such alert rivals. 
Every consideration of benefit to British individuals and of 
advantage to the British nation, calls for speedy measures oC 
reform respecting the trade of India, to which the scarcity of 
English shipping available here this season seems now more 
particularly to invite.' 

Everything was tending in the direction of free 
trade; but the tendency was slow, and the Directors 
still bitterly· opposed concession .. They appealed to 
the legislative monopoly, formally renewed for twenty 
years in 1793, and one of them actually used the 
argument that free trade with India would depo
pulate Great' Britain. 'The secona point which 
I strongly hold,' wrote Mr. Grant, 'is that an un
limited intercourse between Great Britain and India, 
such as subsists between .Blita.in and her American 
colonies, would thin this country of inhabitants and 
fill our Eastern possessions with eager adventurers, 
even from all parts of Europe, who would' vex, 
harass, and perplex the weak natives, and finally 
endanger. i,f not occasion the overthrow of our 
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dominions in the East.' 'Free trade,' cried the Com
pany, 'cannot be permitted without being followed 
by a general intercourse,nor that without hazard to 
our political power in the East.' 

It is needless to say that such absurd speculations did 
not enter the sober brain of Wellesley himself. The 
clearest expression of his policy is to be found in a 
letter to the Court of Directors, dated September 30, 

1800. The employment of lndia-built ships was ItO 

longer a matter of expediency but of necessity, in 
order to convey the Company's own articles to Europe. 
He therefore adopted the plan of hiring ships on behalf 
of the Company, and reletting them to the proprietors 
of ships; leaving. the proprietors of ships and the 
merchants at liberty to settle the terms. of freight. 
He had no doubt that if British merchants in India 
were permitted to provide their own tonnage as they· 
needed it, they would soon acquire the whole of the 
private export trade from India to Europe, and would 
render London the universal mart for the produce of 
Asia. The expansion of private trade would be an 
enormous benefit to India and to England. Only the 
surplus which the Company could not control would 
be absorbed in this way; for the Company would 
never be assailed in its most important articles of 
investment, piece goods and raw silk, for the long
standing position in India and the exceptional privi
leges granted by different states, as well as the 
restriction on all trades by means of licences, would 

1 Letter given in Weu.sl~ Despa~, vol. v. p. 136. 
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preserVe its supremacy in all that was essential to 
its commerce. Wellesley's views were supported by 
Castlereagh and Dundas, and the mercantile interest 
in England was wholly in his favour. But the 
bitterness of the Company and of the British ship
builders was in no way mollified. . Here, then, in 
another point which they deemea vital. the Directors 
were at variance with their Governor-General. 

The quarrel was not confined to matters of magni
tude, to imperial policy or commercial freedom. The 
peddling interests of patronage and penuriousness 
were at stake. 

The patrona.,ue of the Gov~or-General was a 
point which such a man as Wellesley would natllI'&lly 
regard as essential to his dignity and authority. 
Proud and self-contained, he delighted in respon
sibility. He was a keen and just jud.,cre of men, abso
lutely and unswervingly honollI'&ble, scorning the 
faintest suspicion of favouritism or influence. It is clear 
from many passages in his correspondence that he 
regarded the patronage in his hands, with an almost 
strained scrupulousness, as a trust of the most sacred 
kind and of the moSt far-reaching consequence. He 
resented like a blow the control which the Directors 
from time to time asserted. Here more than any
where he felt the difference of standpoint from which 
he and they regarded their. duties and their c0nnec

tion. Personal interest never swayed the balance of 
his judgemen~ by an hair's breadth; but with men at 
home, who had no personal contact with the dan.,crers 
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and responsibilities of the East, it was only too clear 
that private and family claims would weigh heavily. 

The patronage in the hands of the Governor
General made him the recipient of & number of 
curious and instructive letters, which Wellesley 
appears to have preserved with a sardonic thought of 
their future publication. Dundas, who tried his best 
to colonize India with Scotsmen, was not slow in 
making known his wishes to the Governor-General. 
There was Mr. Graeme, whose '(ather is a friend of 
Sir H. Mildmay, and is a member of the corporation 
of Winchester, which place Sir H. intends to repre
sent in the next Parliament,' or Mr. George Suttie, 
who 'is connected with several of my family by 
blood,' and whose father, Sir George Suttie, 'was 
long a steady political friend of mine in Parllaxnent,' 
to be supported-and manyanothei· from Lord Castle
reagh or through personal friends. But to all these 
there was but one answer; and it came to be uni
versally recognised-as Sir John Macpherson (who 
had himself been Governor-General) wl"Ote-that 
• merit and capacity to sene' were the only recom
mendations to which Wellesley paid attention. Even 
the First Gentleman in Europe, who had not blushed 
to solicit the interest of the incorruptible Cornwallis, 
did not venture to make any application to Wellesley. 
The sagacity of the Governor-General was as great 
as his impartiality; even Mr. Mill admits that he has 
seldom been surpassed in the skill with which he 
made choice of his instruments. 
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It was thus with a poiguaut disgust that We1Ies1ey 
found the Directors insinuating IIUIIpicion of his 
appointments, censuring or rescinding them, and 
appointing men from England or interior talents and 
untried capacity. They ordered the reduction of 
Arthur Wellesley's allowance during his command in 
llysore. The Governor-General regarded this, not 
1IJlIlatural1y, as • the most -direct, marked and dis
gusting indignity that could be devised-' They 
revoked the appointment of Colonel Kirkpatrick as 
political Secretary on grounds which were c0ntra

dictory to their own past action. They ordered a 

gentleman, superannuated from another post, and 
inefficient for the duties, to be appointed acting 
President of the Board or Trade, thus passing over 
men alike his superiors and his seniors. But the 
most flagngJ.t instance of all was the removal or the 

----most eminent llad.raa civilian, Mr. Webbe, chief 
Secretary to Lord Clive. a man whOtie knowledge, 
probity, and 80undjudgement were renowned throu.,ob
out British India. Yr. Webbe, wrote Wellesley 
bitterly, t is not removed on account or any defi
ciency or talents, knowledge, a.ssid~y or integrity, 
or on 8CC()unt of any excess of his power; but 
merely becaUBe he possesses a large share of the con
fidence or the Governor or Fori St. George. and 
becaUBe he adds to that crime the accumulated guilt 
or possessing an equal share of the confidence, respect, 
and esteem of the Governor-General.' 

Beside such difl"erences as these, minor matters pale : 
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but it W88 with no feeling of submission that Lord 
Wellesley learnt that his own personal expenses were 
keenly criticized. The new Government House which 
he caused to be built at Calcutta seemed to him a 
necessary expression of the dignity and magnificence 
of the great power now founded in the East. To the 
Directors it .W88 an extravagance and a scandal. 
They caused minute enquiries to be made 88 to its 
cost, counted up the figures with penuriouS appre
hension, wrote minutes and papers on it, and 
complained that 'the Court had received no direct 
information 1: 

As a matter of f&et the Court W88 always hesitating 
between a desire to recall so insubordinate a. Gover
nor and a feeling that it would be impossible 
adequately to replace a man of genius. The Oudh 
affairs, the appointment of Henry ,Wellesley, the 
College at Fort William, the Bassein treaty, the 
Maratha war, the question of Private Trade, the 
expenses of the Government-these perpetually urged 
them to be rid of their too powerful servant. In the 
mass of documents at the India Office there are 
hundreds of papers of charges against him on every 
kind of score. There may be mentioned as an 
example a paper of twenty-three pages of lnstaru:es 
wherein tJ.~ Marquis We1lesley has 'lWt acted Q!JTU-
ah16 (sic) to th~ COfI,n's Orders Q'I' tM general rule8 of 
th~ Se1'1Jic~', in which the points chiefly dwelt. upon 

I See Fisher Papers, India O1Iice JISS., 3011 (:1186). 
• Ibid., 303 (:1181). 
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are the acting without communication with the 
Court, not obeying their orders, appointing military 
officers to civil and diplomatic appointments, appoint
ing to the same persons not in the Compa.ny's ser
vice, and the granting of large salaries and pensions. 
The cases of the College and of the appointment of 
Henry Wellesley are mentioned, and three papers 
dated April,1804, are added on the negotiations at 

. Poona in ] 800, 'carried on without reference to the 
Court.' There is also a more elaborate Narrative of 
the Acts of Lord Wellesley during his Government 1, 

under the following heads: (I) Infraction of the 
constitutional authority and rights of the Council: (2) 
Acting in the greatest affairs without the previous 
sanction of the Government at home, when it might 
have been waited, for; (3) Assumption of illegal 
powers; (4) Extending the controlling powers of the 
Supreme Government over the Presidencies to all 
the details of these Governments; (5) megal appoint
mentS and evasions of the law. These are charges 
which we might expect to be made against a. Gover
nor who both felt his responsibilities and magnified 
his office. That any illegal or even unconstitutional 
act was committed by Wellesley is certainly not 
proven, and is improbable in the light of his general 
character. 

The cases of the delegation of powers in 1803 to 
General Wellesley and General Stewart were sub-

l Fisher Papers, SOl (,n8s). The details are interesting. but the 
Paper is too long for analysis here. . 
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mitted -to counsel's opinion, and were, it is true, 
declared illegal by Mr. Ryder and ·Mr. Adam. Eut 
even they displayed some- timidity in approaching 
the political question, and it is doubtful if a lawyer 
tcrday would uphold their judgement. Eut that 
Wellesley took a large liberty of action in cases 
of urgency would not be denied, and indeed would 
probably have been claimed by himself as the founda
tion arid the necessary condition of his greatness. It -
was the irony of his position that a man born to 
command should be shackled by the anile pedantry 
and timorousness of Leadenhall Street. As an Oriental 
despot he might have conquered a continent and gone 
down to posterity with Nadir Shah or with Peter the 
Great. As the servant of a mercantile Company he 
could only walk in fetters and pine that he was not 
bom to set right a disjointed time. 

On January I, 1802, he wrote to the Court, send
ing in his resigna.tion. A letter (already quoted) to 
his friend Addington, who was then Prime Minister, 
went flilly into the rea.sons for this step. Lord Clive 
had already been driven to retire, and Wellesley felt, 
in the face of conduct which he describes as ' highly 
offensive and disgusting to every sentiment of his 
mind,' that it would be impossible for him to retain 
his office 'with any prospect of private honour 
or of public advantage.' He repeated this request 
to be allowed to retire in a letter of ~ch 13. 
The Directors were ala.rmed. Much had been begun 
which. no one but Wellesley could complete. They 
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desired him to remain in office till January, 1804, ex
pressing in the strongest terms their conviction that 
the interests of the Company would be I essentially 
promoted-' by his continuance in India for another 
year, and they 'remained,' with that curious phrase of 
exuberant but formal cordiality which still survives 
in the official letters written by the Chancellor of the 
University of Oxford, his 'affectiouate friends,' John 
P.oberts, Jacob Bosanquet, and the rest. 

Wenesley had told Addington that if the Ministry 
would assure him of their confidence and of their inten
tion to afford him foll support and protection he would 
remain in India till January, 18041. The Prime Yinis
tel' wrote a cordial reply, and the Governor-General 
consented to remain. Eut he was still exposed to 
criticism which he could ill brook. .Again, in 180J, he 
desired to return: again he was prevailed upon to stay. 
But the con.,aratolations addressed to him by the Court 
on the brilliant successes of the earlier part of the 
lIaratha war were coupled with & clause declaring 
that the Court cJid not enter 'at present into the 
origin or policy of the war.' This was felt by the 
imperious pro-consul as entirely invalidating the 
resolution of thanks. 

, 'Neyer,' lie wrote, 'have I been required to offer a greater 
or more painful sacrifice to public duty than that byyhich I 
renounced the AtiJaction of publishing in India the marl. 
of approbation and honour conferred upon me • • • but it 
appeared to me to be necessary to submit the ~h personal 

I See PeIley·s Life qf LorI ~ .01. it pp. 71 Bqq. 
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distinction, which I should have derived from such a publica:~ 
tion, to more important considerations of the public safety and 
of the interest of the Company and of the nation in India ... 

, The public and formal reservation of your jndgement npon 
the justice of the war necessarily would have involved the pos
sibilityof your future condemnation of the cause in which the 
British arms had been employed. It could not be supposed 
that either your honourable Court or the Court of Proprietors 
would try the justice of our cause by the success of our 
arms; the prosperous result of the war therefore could not 
have removed the doubts of its justice arising from the 
reservations expressed in your resolutions, and the irresis
tible inference in the minds of all the native states would 
have been, that your honourable Court and the Court of 
Proprietors might ultimately censure the whole transaction; 
while the general fame of yonr equity and magnanimity 
would have precluded any supPosition that in condemning 
the justice of our cause, you would retain the fruits of our 
success, or enjoy the benefits of the peace while you repu
diated the necessity and policy of the war. The wisdom 
and prudence of your honourable Courl; will anticipate the 
confusion and disorder which must have arisen among the 
native powers if any doubt had been cast (without your 
express "commands) by the public authority of this govern
ment upon the stability of a settlement of peace, concluded 
with the utmost degree of solemnity at the close of a most 
awful contest in arms, embracing the interests of every 
principal State in India, and establishing a comprehensive 
system of alliance and political relation over every region 
and province of Hindust8.n and the Deccan. If the origin 
and policy of the war shall ultimately be condemned, and the 
treaties of peace, partition, subsidy and alliance shall" finally 
be abrogated by the commands of your honourable Court, 
those c~ds will be issued in such terms and accom-

L 
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panied by such arrangements as shall render the execu
tion of your orders an additional bulwark to the public 
safety and a fresh security to the public faith. During 
whatever interval of time your honourable Court may be 
pleased to suspend your determination it would neither be 
consistent with the welfare of the honourable Company in 
India, nor with the respect due to your high authority, that 
one of your servants, for the gratification of personal ambi
tion by the ostentatious display of the honours which you 
had been pleased to confer upon him, should pursue a course 
which might embarrass the free and deliberate exercise of 
your wisdom and justice in a matter of the utmost impor
tance to· the national interests and honour; or that, by u. 
premature and unseasonable .publication of your favourable 
acceptance of his services, the same servant should risk the 
main object of those services, and endanger the immediate 
security of a great political system of arrangement which it 
may possibly be your futUre pleasure to confirm . . . 

, I trust that your honourable Company and the Court of 
Proprietors will receive with favour the repeated expression 
of my sincere gratitude for the honour which you have been' 
pleased to bestow upon me, and of my deep concern that the 
object of your liberal, generous, and public-spirited views, in 
conferring those high distinctions upon your principal servant 
in India, has been suspended by his conscientious sense of his 
duty to you, to the Company, and to the nation.' 

The passage is 80 char.actel'istic of the bitterest 
vein of Wellesley's irony, that so l~ng a quotation 
may well be pardoned. It may be hoped that the 
Honourable COUl't were not insensible to the lash. 
We cannot wonder that the Governor-General should 
now write to ClI.stlereagh of his 'utter contempt of 
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any opinion entertained by the Court of Directors,' 
and of their' vindictive profligacy' :-

• Your Lordship,' h!3 said, • may be assured that as no symp
tom of tardy remorse displayed by the :honourable Court ill 
consequence of my recent successes will vary my present. 
estimation of the faith and honour of my very worthy and 
approved good masters, or protract my continuance ill India 
for one hour beyond the limits prescribed by the public 
interests, so no additional outrage, injury, or insult which 
can issue from the most loatbsome den of the India House 
will accelel'3te my departure when the public safety shall 
appear to require my aid in this most arduous situation ,.' 

But the Court by no means ceased from condem
nation_ Early in 180S they repeated their censure of 
his disobedience, appointments, and expenditure; and 
the Board of Control added a remark on his repeated 
absence from the sessions of his Council . 

..... Thus, while the Government rewarded Lake with a 
peerage, and Arthur Wellesley with the Order of the 
Bath, the Governor-General still remained suspended 
in mid air between admiration and displeasure. 

He was eager to be gone, and when the news of 
Monson's disaster caused the immediate appointment 
of Cornwallis as his successor, it is probable that the 
Governor-General was the happiest man in India, 
that now at last he might leave it. It is said that 
he first obtained news of the reappointment of Corn
wallis in conversation with Mr. Tucker: on May zS, 
he received Castlereagh's letter announcing it. On 

1 June 19, 1804; given in Pearce, Life of Wellesley, vol. ii. 
PP·361, ... 

LZ . 



164 THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY 

July 30, Cornwallis arrived at Calcutta., and took 
the oaths, and on August IS, Wellesley sailed for 
England. He knew that his policy would be reversed: 
but he knew too, we cannot doubt, that time would 
have his revenges and bring in again the principles 
on which he had founded and ruled the British 
Empire. of India. There was sincerity and truth 
in the words with which the British inhabitants 
of Calcutta greeted him as he prepared to make his 
last formal and public appearance in their midst. 

'The events or the last seven years,' said their address, 
'have marked the period or your government as the most 
important epoch in the history or European power in India. 
Your diBcernment in seeing the exigencies or the country 
and or the times in which you were eaIled to act, the 
promptitnde and determination with which you have seized 
on the opportunities or acting, your just conception and 
masterly use of our intrinsic streugth have eminently con
tributed in conjunction with the zeal, the discipline, and the 
courage or our armies to decide upon these great events; 
and to establish from one extremity of this empire to the 
other the ~ndency or the British name and dominion I: 

I Wtlletiq Despa/<:A.., voL v. p. 613. 



Wn I l'SI IT retumed to Europe with eTay hope 
of meeting with a ~pti.on worthy of his fame.. His 
hrodler \\"illiam I was ~ and respeded in the 
politimJ world. His ~ Arthur bad been in 
En."..Jand a year, and bad reported how faTomably 
disposed was the llinisUy towuds him. FiH. was 
still his stauneh friend. and so wum Wll8 his 
pen;ooal feeling that ... hen there was question of 
an atiaek in Parliament he adually eooso1ted with 
Lord GrenTille, from whom he was then utterly 
remoTed in politics. as to a defence in the Lords and 
Commons. On the oiLer hand the Whigs were eager, 
it seemed, to &eeu.re IJO Taluable an ally. • Buc:ky: 
WTOte Arthur WeIlesley after a nsit r a bore fOl" two 
days') to Stowe. • is Tery anxious that you should 

belong to the opposition.' But public opinion, then .. 
DOW, wasslnggish and ill informed in Indian maUss. 
naere .... hesitatioD in England about the llaDihi 
W'H',andm.isuDdemandiug abooL theOodh treaty. It 
was dear that an aUaek ... ould be made on the re

turned Governor-General. Arthur Wellesley adTised 

• CIadeIl Earl -lIarTI-..p ... ~ _ Ji-c" tIoe 
&dooIoa_~ 
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that it should be met by the Marquess himself in the 
Lords, and by Pitt, 'well charged with. information,' 
in the Commons. Still on the whole the outlook"was 
distinctly favourable, and. Wellesley looked forward 
to something of a triumph on his return. 

He was to learn how s~all a space his exploits 
tilled in the minds of his countrymen. His reception 

. at Portsmouth was cordial, polite; ther~ were a few 
friends and some military and naval officials; but 

, what a change from the solemn pageants which he had 
played in th~ East I Mr. Torrens tells-it is not clear 
on what authority~that· his disgust and impatience 
could not be restrained. It is perhaps more pro
bable that his ~elf~command was superior to his 
indignation. 

He had looked. forward too, it may be, to a warm 
welcome in the domestic affections: here also it IS clear 
that before long he was disappointed.. . Home life 
plays so small a part in all we know of Wellesley
he was so essentially stern and self-contained, so 
clearly public and not private in his life, that we 
almost forget that he was married. Early in life he 
had formed a connexion with a brilliant French
woman whom he afterwards made his wife. Their 
children were not legitimate; but Society, then most 
lax in its views of the domestic relations, did not 
frown upon the mother or disparage the offspring. 
Lady Mornington had' not accompanied her husband 
to India. The letters of his friends, particularly those 
Qf Lord Auckland, show that alte was well cared for 
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and beloved. But an union ill begun had not moral 
strength to carry it on, and the unhappily assorted 
pair separated soon after the Marquess's return. Lady 
Wellesley died in 18J6. Her daughter married the 
first Lord Ha.therlon. Of their sons, Richard, the 
elder, won distinction as a politician, and held office 
at different times under Government; and Henry, the 
younger, was an Oxford tutor, Doctor of Divinity, 
and virt'U08(). The latter showed considerable ability. 
He was an elegant writer and a refined man. He 
inherited his fa.ther's literary taste and had a valu
able library, particularly rich in Italian books. As 
Principal of New Inn Hall he was well known and 
is still remembered at Oxford; and his excellent col
lection or engraved prints was in large part acquired 
by the University. 

Wellesley was one of those men whose domestic 
life in no sense belongs to history. . His .first visit 
on his arrival was to his old friend Addiugton, now 
Lord Sidmouth; almost his first letter was to Pitt. 
The great statesman was, though he di~ not then 
know it, dying; and it was one of his last letters that 
reached the returning friend. 

'My dear Wellesley,-On my arrival here (Putney) last 
night· I received with inexpressible pleasure your most 
friendly and affectionate letter. If I was not strongly 
advised to keep out of London till I have acquired a little 
more strength I would have come up immediately, for the 
purpose of seeing you at the first possible moment. As it is, 
I am afraid I must trust to your goodness to give me the 
1atisfaction of seeing you here the first hour you can spare 
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for the purpose. If you can, without inconvenience, make it 
. about the middle of the day (in English style, between two 
and four), it would suit me rather better than any other 
time; but none can be inconvenient. I am recoverin~ 

rather slowly from stomach complaints followed by severe 
attacks of gout; but I believe I am now in the real way ot' 
amendment. Ever mo~t truly and affectionately yours.
W. PITT I.' 

They met on January 13. Pitt was in high spirits, 
but Wellesley saw that the hand of death WIU! 

upon him. It was a strange, sad meeting, between 
two great Englishmen, both, as it might seem, in the 
prime of life; one returned from the creation and 
the ruling of a great dominion, eager to lead and to 
command at home, the other with the reins of Empire 
slipping from his grasp: two loyal friends, whom the 
seas had severed; and who were reunited under the 
shadow of the dread sumJIlons to the testing and tr'ial 
of a life's work. It was Wellesley who told friends 
and foes that death was at hand, and wrung from 
Grenville an agony of tears and an instant suspension 
of all Cl'iticism and opposition to the dying states
man; and Wellesley, it is clear, loved and admired 
him as he loved no other man. 

Pitt's death deprived the returned Governor-General 
of a staunch defender. Instead of finding himself 
offered a post in the Government, he had to withstand 
attacks in. the House of, Commons. One Paull, & 

linendraper's son of Wisbeach, had been a trader at - . 
I This letter Is given both by Mr. Pelll'Ce, vol. iI. p. 386, and by 

Mr. Torrens, p. Sloa. 
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Lucknow when the purging· of the Europeans was 
begun, and like other adventurers he had to discov~ 
that the hope of his gains was gone. Though he 
received some personal kindness from Wellesley he 
never forgave his action. He left India in 1804. and 
soon bought a seat in Parliament, where he endea
voured, with the encouragement of such worthy 
supporters as Cobbett and the Prince of Wales, to 
achieve a reputation by denouncing the Governor
General. On January 27, Paull moved for papers 
concerning Oudh; he secured Lord Folkestone's 
assistance, and continued for some time snapping at 
the heels of· the returned Pro-consul; he even laid on 
the table an Article of charge of high crimes and 
misdemeanours. It has been asserted that Wellesley 
was offered office but declined it till these accusations 
had been disposed ~f, but there appears to be no 
evidence to WaITa.nt the assertion. It is true, how
ever, be the cause what it JIlay, that he took no part 
in politics till the charges had been finally defeated 
and a resolution approving his policy had been can-ied 
in the Commons. 

The occasion of his return to public life marked 
the subject to which he intended to devote him
self-foreign affairs. It waS when the truculent 
conduct of the Govemment, in the seizure· of the 
Danish fleet, was called in question in the House 
of Lords. Wellesley defended the action: it was a 
bold blow which would save much bloodshed. One 
check had been offered to Napoleon's unbroken 
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successes. All Europe had been at his feet. The 
Delphic oracle, quoted Wellesley, spoke only in the 
Macedonian dialect; It was a memorable achieve
ment, then, to mar one of his projects, and to stay, 
for' however short a time, the progress of his chariot. 
The speech was in his old style, precise yet full of 
fire; and it was thought to be the ablest defence that 
the Ministry obtained. It was delivered on Febru'ary 8, 
1808, and' it marked on the part of the speaker the 
foundation of an adhesion to the Ministry which was 
cemented' by a growing syrr,.pathy with Canning. 

-~ elles]ey had now had time to scan both parties 
~nd men. It is clear that he preferred to keep aloof 
from .the ordinary combinations, but was ab]e to 
co-operate cordially with the Foreign Secretary. They 
had one view of the policy of opposition to Napoleon. 
l'hey both believed in popular enthusiasm and sought 

,to foster it. Wellesley, like his brother Arthur, con
-demned the ridiculous !V alcheren expedition, and 
'urged a. decided intervention in the Spanish war. 
After Coruiia., and Sir Arthur's temporary supersession, 
it was decided that an active policy in Spain was 
needed; and while the so]dier was sent back to the 
Peninsula. 1J,S General':'in-Chief, the statesman was 
delega.ted'Ambassador Extraordinary to his Catholic 
Majesty. When he heard tha.t the chief force was to 
be sent on a. fool's errand~oWa.lcheren, the Marquess 
resigned his a.ppointment, but he was induced to take 
it up again, and a.fter some delay sailed for Spain, 
and la.nded a.t Cadiz on July 31, 1809. 
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His reception was & magnificent one. As he landed 1 

he was received with every demonstration of public 
honour: when he entered Seville the whole city waited, 
to welcome and applaud 2. His. task was to secure 
prompt and adequate support· to his brother's army. 
The general had written that the troops w~re living on 
half allowance, and the cavalry could find forage only 
in the fields. W cary months were passed, during 
which the troops starved, and their commander chafed 
at inaction and delay; while the Ambassador wrote 
letter after letter, each more pressing than the last, 
to the junta and to the go:vernment at home. He' 
submitted to the junta plans for the reconstruction 
of the government and of the military system; he 
urge~, he implored, he commanded, but in vain. It 
was only too evident that no heJp could be looked 
for from the Spanish government itself. Sir Arthur 

I Mr. Torrens gives a story that he was plumed in brilliant green 
out of compliment to the Spaniards. Through the kindness of 
D. Manuel Gomez Imar and D. Rafael Altamira I am able to state 
that there is no evidence for this and that it is most improbsble. 
'Seiguora,' says D. Manuel Gomez Imsr, 'que en l/log hubiera en 
Sevilla ni en Espaiia afici6n al color verde, lino ser que el biografo 
ingle.. al reoordar el capitulo del Quijote ., EI CabsIJero del verde 
gab8n" dedujera que era el predileeto de los hidalgos y hacendados, 
puesto qne asi ~estis D. Diego de Miranda.' lowe the valuable 
assistance of theee Spanish scholars to my friend Mr. H. Butler 
Clarke. 

• A ludicrous incident is recorded by Mr. Torrens, which surely 
would not have escaped the notice of Mr . .1acob who was present 
(- reference to bil!. book in Pearce, vol. iii. p. 231, viz. that the 
Maid of Saragossa," strs~ing damsel, seized the haughty envoy 
and carried him up the grand staircase of the Town Hall, depo
aiting him on the top with a resounding kiss. 
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Wellesley (who had been created Viscount Wellington) 
W&8 compelled to retreat to Portugal. 

It was elear to Canning that some bolder counsela 
U home were necessary to arouse and to support a 

natiopal resistance to Napoleon. Castlereagh W88 

not the man to carry out such a policy, and Canning 
BOught to replace him &8 'Foreign Secretary by the 
Marquess of We1Iesley. 

Then eame the duel-a. foolish precedent which 
the Duke of Wellington himseH followed years later. 
The duel led to a reconstruction of the Ministry. 
and on December 6, Wellesley, summoned in bot 
haste from Spain, took the oaths and kissed hands as 
Foreign Secretary. His eldest BOn Richard was given 
a seat in Parliament, and a few weeks later he himself 
received the Garter. The investiture took place on 
March 10, .810. Henry Wellesley, a few days after. 
was made Ambassador in his room; and it thus 
became patent that strenuous efforts would be made 
to support the Peninsula.r force. 

But the Forei.,an Secretary had a hard task. Public 
reeling was strongly against the Spanish expedition: 
the Common Council of London, representative of 
many another public body, petitioned for its recall; 
and Wenesley, almost alone in England, prevented 
what would have been an European disaster. Be 
spoke vigorously, he acted promptly, and eventually 
he was rewarded. On June 10, 1810, he said in 
the House of Lords ;-

• With the fate or Spain the fate of England is inseparably 
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bImded.. SboWd lI"e DOt therefOre IItaDd by her to the 1a...", 1 
For ... y put, my Jonh.. as an adviser to the Cro1l"D, I shall 
DOt eeue to recommend to my Soverei,,"1l to continue to 
a.<>sist Spain to the latest moment of her existence.. It 
.bollld DOt disheuten 118 that spaiD ap.-n to be in the 
Yerf aIDs of her fate; ... e should, on the eonbwy, extend 
a IDOft anxious c::are OTel' her at • moment so critical. For in 
Datioos, and above all in Spain, how often haTe the appuent 
symptoms of d..issoluUoo been the presages of Dell" life and 
of reDOTated Tigo1ll'1 Therefore I 1I"Ould ding to Spain iD 
her last struggle; therefore I lI"ould watch her last a.,aonies; 
I would wash and heal her wODDCls, I woald receiTe her 
putiDg brt-&th, I would catch and cherish the last mal 
spark of her expiring patriotism. Nor let th\s be deemed • 
mere ofIi~ of pious charity, nor an enggerated representation 
or my feelin.,as, DOl' aD overcharged picture of the circum
I!tancrs that call them forth. In the cau..oe of Spain the ran.se 
of hoD01II' and of ~ is equally involved and insepuahly 
allied; it is. cause in faTOUl' of which the finest feelin.,os of the 
heari unite with the _den dictates of the understanding: 

He bad to fight maDy a hard battle in the Lords 
against BOme of his oldest friends; he bad to keep up 
the enthusiasm of a Cabinet which it is easy to see 
was far from eertain about the wisdom of the Spanish 
policy; he bad to faee the inru.,<>n&tion of the people 
... ho ... ere furious.u the Spanish wa.r and the im
prisonment of Sir Francis BurdetL On the evening 
of April 6, the windows of Aps1ey House were 

broken: it was a seene to which the inmates were to 
beeome aeeustomed. Still W' ellesley held steadfastly 
to his post. and his indomitable persistency eanied 
his colleagues with him, till u l~ot.h \\~<>ton'B 

wgent demaDda fur money to feed his own and the 
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Portuguese troops were met as soon as they were 
made, and at the beginning of May' money was sent 
in profusion to him; soldiel'S he wanted none.' 

The Foreign Secretary had also to deal with the 
AmeriCan difficulty, which· sprang from the Berlin 
and Milan decrees and the Orders in Council; and he 
had to take part in drawing up the limitations under 
which the Prince of Wales was called upon to assume 
the Regency. The occasion of the first reading of the 
Regency Bill in the House of Lords has appeared to 
some to be a crisis in his life. He was expected, and 
prepare'd, to. speak. No one was so competent; no 
one would have been listened to with such respect. 
But, in some extraordinary way, a nervousness over
powered him: he remained absolutely silent: and it 
was thought from that moment that his chances of 
the highest political power were gone. ' It augured,' 
wrote a gossip of the day, ''1.1/1'/, homme passe: and 
the most dangerous symptom of the whole was that 
he e~tirely agreed in the opinion.' To the astonish
ment of the well-informed, the R~gent retained the _ 
Ministry in office, and Wellesley continued his efforts 
on behalf of the war. This was the whole raison 
d' e~re of his official position: on no other question of 
the day was he really cordial with his colleagues. He 
absented himself from many meetings of the Cabinet, 
and he voted against the ':Ministry when the question 
of Emancipation came up in the form of the Catholic . 
petition on June 18, 181i. 

I Torrens, We11esley, p, 426. 
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At length it seemed that his efforts were being 
rewarded. Alexander I was drawing towards England. 
Europe began to awake to the service rendered by 
the Spanish resistance, and new life was springing lip 
in Germany. Wellesley worked the harder the more 
the tide turned. The records of the Foreign Office 
show his untiring energy and enthusiastic zeal. ' It 
was his sanguine belief,' wrote the correspondent 
already referred to, 'that the face of Europe was 
about to undergo the most material change for the 
better, and all brought about by his counsels.' It is 
even certain that by unwearied patience and the use 
of all the arts: witty and brilliant, of which he was 
the master, he aroused in the idle voluptuary ~ho 
exercised the functions of Royalty an interest and 
a zest in the European struggle. He was constantly 
with the :Regent, a.nd it seemed that he was destined 
to be Plime Minister before long. It appeared- as if 
not even the Roman Catholic question-on which he 
actually sent in his resignation, though there proved 
to be no satisfactory means of filling his place
could unseat _ him. He made a speech in which he 
pr~ctically broke with the old Tories with<?ut being 
welcomed by the Whigs, but which marked his con
scientious adherence to the liberal views 'that had 
always governed his action on the question. 

There were weeks of shuflling. The Prince Regent waS 
outwardly cordial, but in the background he was schem
ing for a change; and on February 1 9, 18 n, Wellesley 
a.t last gave up the seals. He refused to be Lord Lieu-
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tenant of Ireland: he would not rest for a moment 
under the suspicion of agreement with the narrow 
views of the Prime Minister, Perceval When, three 
months later, the Premier was shot, he received a request 
to return to office with Canning, but both declined 
to compromise their principles. Wellesley wrote to 
Lord Liverpool two letters, masterpieces of argument, 
which entirely vindicated his consistency. A few 
days later he had ictually in his hands the making of 
a Ministry, but the chiefs of opposing factions would 
Dot coalesce. Catholic Emancipation and the vigorous 
prosecution of the war in Spain~n these two points 
Wellesley insisted, and on these bases it proved 
impossible to form a strong governm~t 1. There 
was no making peace between those who 80ught 
emancipation and those who hated it, and Wellesley 
declared in the House of Lords that· the most dread
ful personal animosities' made his task impossible. 

The result of it a.ll was the formation of Lord 
Liverpool's Ministry, which it was thought would 
1ast only a few months, but which lasted for fifteen 
years-the apotheosis of middle class commonplace. 
When th~ appointments became known there was an 
acrimonious discussion in the Hoose of Lord~, from 
which Wellesley came out easily vi~rioos. Eut his 
chance of being Prime Minister was gone for ever. 

OnJoly I, 1812, Wellesley made a motion in favour 

I Wellesley published the ~ aM ~ ~ 
Uw,,~ ill tM --' ~f'" tMf....n- '11_ A~ 
,..,." 181a. 
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of a consideratit>n of the Roman Catholic claims: he 
delivered one of his best speeches, rhetorical in his 
familiar fashion, but with genuine conviction. He 
was defeated by one vote. Henceforth his exertions in . 
the cause were silent, but he was none the less active. 

The news of Salamanca, July 22, 1812, suddenly 
altered his position in the public eye. The splendid 
victory which showed decisively the greatness of 
Arthur Wellesley's military genius, and augured with 
no doubtful auspices the final triumph in Spain, 
brought both brothers at once to the top of the tide 
in popular favour. Wellington was made a Marquess. 
Wellesle.y felt that his judgement, so long contested 
and satirized, was at last justified. He joined enthu
siastically in the jubilations of the London crowd. He 
shared himself in the tliumph. Two years before 
his windows had been broken by the mob: now they 
drew his carriage to St. Paul's and the Mansion 
House, and brought him home with an ovation. 

During the next few years Wellesley took but 
slight part in politics. One of his great objects was 
attained, the other for the time was unattainable. 
He signed-it is understood indeed that with Lord 
Grenville he composed-,.-the admirable protest of 
eleven peers against the monstrous bill of the Govern
ment-a bill which to-da.y appears a work of almost 
incredible folly-by which all foreign corn was abso
lutelyexcluded from England till native wheat should 
fetch eighty shillings a quarter. Adam Smith was 
not forgotten: it was a. measure, said the pr0te:'t, 

!rl 
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by which a bounty was given to the 'grower of corn 
through a tax levied on the consumer. 

Wellesley protested again and agairi as time went 
on against the Government's repressive policy in 
Ireland, an.d at home against the lavish armaments 
and the excessive taxa.tion. He never feared to stand 
against class interests or public feeling. .AP. he ha.d 
urged the war when all were against it, so he opposed 
the resistance to Napoleon on his escape from Elba. 
In One of his speeches we hear the Bound, unwonted 
indeed in those days of callous self-satisfaction, of 
the movement for social regeneration which has still 
to be accomplished :-

, When he saw the llOndition of all ranks of his Majesty's 
people And looked back to their exertions, their patience, 
their loyalty, their confidence mParliament, and their 
present misery, he was utterly at a loss to conceive by what 
criminal forgetfulness of their duty ministers could have 
·withheld the most solemn assurances of an immediate and 
strict enquify into the causes of such tremendous misfortunes, 
and a pledge of every possible relief. The scandalous pro
fusion could not go on: Parlianient must do its duty: there 
was no longer a refuge to be found from the cry of the 
hungry, the famished population. The army must be re

. duced ... , '1'he Civil List also and all the establishments of 
every kind must be retrenched with no sparing hand. Indeed, 
one rule should be applied to them all, that nothing, however 
ancient, should be suffered to exist which was not ubsolutely 
necessary for the safety and very being of the country 1.' 

Brave words from such & man I But he was no 
demagogue or mob leader;. he would be as fearless in 

I Given in Pearce's Wellesley, vol. iii. p. 312. 
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meeting the dangers ,of popular violence as in redreBB
ing the popular Wrongs. He ~upported the Six. Acts 
of 1819; he recognised the grim Bpectre of disaffection 
that stood behind the 'Manchester MasBacre.' 

At the end of 1821 Wellesley was offered and 
accepted the post of Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. The 
condition of the country was such as we have learnt 
to know only too well. Outrages were frequent, 
there was no control of the country districts, moon
lighting and mob law prevailed. Wellesley was greeted 
as the harbinger of conciliation. His old friend 
Grenville had taken office: the Government looked 
less narrow: the House of Lords had begun to reject 
complete Emancipa.tion by dwindling majorities. 
Wellesley and his brother were the two greatest living 
.Irishmen; and thus the spectacle was seen, so rar.6 

afterw~ds on the entry of & Viceroy, of a magni
ficent reception by aJ.l parties alike. At his ~t, 
Levee on January 8, 1822, he answered the Dublin 
address with well chosen words :-

• I have been called upon to serve my Sovereign and my 
country in nrious stations and in distant climates; wherever 
my lot has been cast I have endeavoured llot to dispe my 
family or my country. Now, if under thlj favour of my 
Gracious Sovereign and of Divine Providence, I should be 
enabled to restore peace and concord to Ireland, my long 
public career will" be closed with happiness, honour, and 
genuine glory ,: 

In a banquet given a few days later he took oppor
tunity to show how proudly he regarded the achieve-

I P_, ill. 321 • 

)(2 
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menta of his brother, and ~ the eompany of the 
Duke's una.lterable a.ffeetion for his native eountry. 

His earliest measures in Ireland ... ere sueh reron
stroetions of the official patronage &8 should bring 
(orwaro men more in sympaihy with the -.rants of 
Ireland. Thus Yr. Plunket became A.ttomey-General 
and Yr. :Burke Chief.TOBtiee.. He began under the 
brightest auspiees. Every one ... as willing to expect 
the best from him; even the irreeonei1able eccentric, 
Sir Frauci.s :Burdett, eomplimPJJted him on his sym
pathy with the people. 

WE:lles1ey's errand W"aB certa.inly ... hat is ea11ed 
nowadays & "message of conciliation;' but, like 
many & Vieeroy SIDee his time, be found tha1 be 
oould not govern without • coercion: His earliest. 
report to the home govem.ment sho ... ed bol! utterly 
u.n.aLle ... as the ordinary 1& ... to eope with the 
disorder:-

• N"o additiooal militMy ~' he aid, in • ~h sub
mitted to Parliament at the begUmiug of the &mon. in 
Fel.ll'llal'J', J8zz, "DO imprcwement DOl' augmeoWioo of the 
police ~ouLl DOW be ef!'eclual without the aid of the Imar
nclion Act; with that aid it appean to me to be ratiooal to 
nped; that tranquillity may be maintained, eonfi.rmed, and 
~ throughout InlaDd..' 

The .Ad W"U .pused. and the Haheaa Corpus Ado 
W"&8 suspended. Rihbonmen ... ere brought to trial, and 
traitDrous associatio~ere broken up. W E:IlerJey's 
lettBs and those of the Irish 1& ... uffieen sho ... thaL 
his policy ...... to substitute & fear of the majesty of 
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the Law for the terrorism of conspirators and secret 
societies. Within a year (January 29, 1823) he was 
able· to report a great diminution of crime, and to 
advocate with the conviction of experience the . re
newal of the Insurrection Act for another year, and 
the reform of the Irish magistracy and police. Where 
he could himself act in this direction he acted with 
vigour. He struck off the Commission of the Peace 
several hundreds of magistrates who were known to 
be party men. He actively inaugurated Relief Funds 
for the starving peasantry, subscribed a large sum 
himself, and got together a handsome amount. 

But we seem to be recording events with which 
we are only too familiar. Fiendish crime and childish 
folly were then as now the staples of Irish agitation. 
The palpable parallels of Irish history confront us at 
every step. Phila.nthropy ana conciliation were 
alike fruitless: repression was effectual only over a 
limited area. 

On July 12,1822 1, the Orange demonstration round 
the Statue of King William on College Green was pre
vented ; but when the Irish determine on a 'bit of 
fun ~ there i.!' no separating without broken heads, and 
Dublin was for days a· scene of disorder. Roman 
Catholics and Irish Churchmen fought each other and. 
the King's troops, and the Lord Mayor could only 

1 For these oceurrencea see 0... y..... of 1M .A.dministratWn 'II his 
E:r.ceI/eRqj 1M N~ 'II Wtilaley in Iroland, 1823. a bitter and ironical 
attack ; &cent Sames a"" (lmunn<es in Irtiatld, 1823, a reply to the 
former; ~ on Ute Lieutellllfll'Y of the Narques.s Wellesley, 1824. a 
strong eulogium on the conciliatory policy and its m0ces8. 
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quell the riot by a. strong military force. The dis-' 
turbances were renewed on November 5, and the 
excitement lasted over a month; On December 14, 
with all the Irish zest in a 'r~e Lord Lieutenant 
attended the Theatre Royal in State with a large suite. 
The occasion was not to be missed. The brave Pro
testant boys saw their opportunity. Placards were 
distributed with the watchwords of' No Popery," The 
Protestants want Talbot as the Papists have got all 
but! II ' and • Ex-Governor of the Bantams shall change 

'his Morning-tone.' Wellesley must have known well 
that there would be a scene; but probably he did not 
expect a quart bottle at his head. This, how~ver, 
was what he received when he stood up at • God save 
the King.' Fortunately the aim was not equal to the 
intention, and the little Viceroy suffered nothing 
worse than the cat-calls and groans which greeted his 
entrance and exit ':-unfortunately he did not take 
this display of Irish humour in a humorous spirit. 
Several of the rioters were prosecuted for treasonable 
conspiracy; the Grand Jury threw out the bill, and a. 
vote of Censure on the prosecution was moved in the 
House of Commons which it needed all Plunket's 
great oratory to rebu~. 

Meanwhile the control of Lord Liverpool's adminis
tration had, by the suicide of Castlereagh on August 
12, 1822, passed into the hands of Canning, and Wel
lesley, more secure of support in hiE! policy of eaneiIi&.
tion, was applying himself to the production of a 
scheme to settle the tithe question. An interesting 
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letter printed by Mr. Pearce shows Lord Dacre ex
changing views with the Viceroy and preparing a. 
plan to regulate the tithe by a. septennial average, 
such as was afterwaI:ds adopted for England. 

These efforts were characteristic of Wellesley's vice
royalty. He was not a popular ruler: he had none of 
the arts of the demagogue: he was a genuine philan
thropist and a far-sighted statesman. His work; was 
not showy, but it was pre-eminently the work that 
Ireland needed, and through him the wsh adminis
tration received an impress which it ought never to 
have lost. The contrast that was presented by his 
successors was wittily expressed by Wellesley him
self. Lord Normanby, who replaced him after his 
second tenure of office in 1834, went round Ireland 
opening the prisons to every sort of criminal, with that 
idle disregard of honour which has developed into a 
tendeme88 for 'mere null-der.' 'Ah,' said Wellesley, 
comparing his successor to the king in Tom Thwmb, 
, he has made mercy blind instead of justice: 

Wellesley's viceroyalty lasted throughout the ad
ministration of Canning and Lord Goderich--so long, 
that is, as Roman Catholic Emancipation remained. 
an open question in the Cabinet. He resigned in 
January, I8~8, when his brother became Prime Minis
ter on the- lines of distinct Protestant ascendancy. 
His resignation was the signal for the beginning 
of a serious and determined agitation in Ireland. 
It was followed almost imm.edi&tely by the Clar. 
Election. 
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• The time is come,' said Daniel O'Connell, • when 
the system pursued towards this country must be put 
a stop to. It will not do for the future to say" Sweet 
friend, I wish you well," but it must be shown by acts 
that they d1> wish us well. It is time that this system 
should be put an end to; and I am Come here to put 
an end to it.' Wellesley's aim was at last to be 
accomplished. 

The resignation of the Marquess was an evident 
sign of his divergence from the Duke. A breach 
between the brothers had long been forming, and 
now the divergence was complete. • The duke,' as 
Mr. Thursfield well says 1, • could never understand 
that the old toryism was dead.' The Marquess had 
never been an old Tory. It is clear enough from the 
sayings which gentlemen of his household remember
at least one distinguished ~ember of his Court (the 
Hon. Charles Gore) is still living, and recalls some 
pointed expressions to that efJ"ectc-that he held a. 
very poor opinion of his bFother's political ability. 
It is clear, t,oo,. that he~ould-not h.elp feeling that 
while he had given to his brother in India the 
opportunities which he so ~ell used to lay the 
foundation, of his greatness, the Duke had in later 
years dpne little 0'; nothing to repay the obligation. 

()~ June 10, J 828, they 0PI!0sed each other in the 
House of Lords. Wellesley wisely and temperately 
urged the abandonment of the antiquated injustice: 
Roman Catholic exclusion was no longer a security; 

J Peel (TwelI16 Eng/ish Statesmen), p. 93.' 
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it had become a positive and press' 
~ He supported the claims of the Roman 
from solemn conviction, founded on long and stu, 

. attention to the operation in Ireland of the laws 
enacted for their exclusion.' Wellington replied that 
he regarded the disabilities as indispensable sec1p"ities 
for the safety of Church and State. Before a year 
was over the Duke himself carried what he was then 
opposing. On the Reform question the circumstances 
were repeated. Wellesley had for years been an 
ardent reformer: WeJ.J.in",uton. held out till conces
sion was considered more pusillanimous than public
spirited. Well did W ell~ey say to Lord Combermere, 
,Arthur is a great soldier, but he will never make a 
statesman.' He used stronger words to another of 
his friends. 

Differences on political questions were not the' only 
causes of disagreement. It ·had been expected that 
the elder brother would obtain high office on a change 
of Ministry. Lord Goderich had recommended his 
addition to the Cabinet. It was thought that when 
Wellington was asked to form a Government he 
would place his brother at the head of it. But the 
famous caricature of Leech was already prefigured 1 : 

'the Greedy Boy' would not let anyone who might 
be deemed a rival 'have any of the. nice things.' . 

When Lord Grey's G<!vernment.came in Wellesley' 

• Leech's Cartoon in Pom<A on the Debate in the Houee of Lords; 
olune 5,1846, when Wellington voted sgainst eonferring distinctions 
on Hardinge and Gough. 
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was made Lord Steward of the Household, and after 
the passing of the Reform Bill became again Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland. His son-in-law, Mr. Littleton, 
was now Chief Secretary for Ireland, and they 
together drew up proposals which, if carried, might 
have been a real relief to the'disappointed feelings of 
the Irish. patriots. A Coercion Act was in force, and 
its most stringent clauses were ren!lWed contrary to 
the advice of both Wellesley and Littleton. Their 
suggestions' included the admission of Roman Catho
lics to the Judicial Belich, to the Privy Council, 
and to other civil offices, high and low: and it was 
Wellesley'S wise motion on tJ:!e Irish tithe question 
which caused the defeat of Peel's Ministry. 

In Lord Grey's second administration Wepesley 
was for a few weeks Lord Chamberlain, and no public 
explanation was ever given of his retirement. ;He 
was now seventy-five, and it was not surprising that he 
gave up public life altogether 1. His last appearances 
were marked by compliments from the leaders of 
both political parties: . Peel, Grey, a~d Melbourne 
united to honour him. 

The next seven years were spent ip. seclusion. 

'For years past,' wrote Greville in 1833, 'he has lived 
entirely out o~ the world. He comes to the House of Lords, 

1 Cf. G1wi11e Memm,'s, iii. 103, lID, The explanation he gave 
in the House of Lords was considered to explain nothing. 1IIr. 
Gore writes to me, 'It was not unnatural that with his great 
ability and the fame to which he had attained, he should upon 
reflection have felt the appointment of Lord Chamberlain as a 
degradation.' But there was probaLly more in it. 
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talks of making a speech every now and then, of which he 
is never delivered, and he comes to Court, where he sits in a 
corner and talks (as those who know him say) with as much 
fire and liveliness as ever, and with the same neat, shrewd 
causticity that formerly distinguished him I.' 

Witty himself, ·wit flourished in his society. A dis
tinguished member of his Viceregal Household recalls 
an amusing example. The late Lord Albemarle (then 
Captain Keppel), his Aide-de-Camp, had returned 
overland from India to Europe and wrote a ' Personal 
Narrative' of his travels. At dinner one day, just after 
the publication of the book, Lord Wellesley asked 
Lord Plunket, who was one of the guests-, Plunket, 
what do you understand by a Personal Narrative'
• My Lord,' xeplied the Chancellor, 'in Law we call all 
personal that is not real' 

Wellesley's first wife had died in 1816. In October 
18z5 he married Mrs. Patterson, a beautiful an~ 
accomplished American, sister to the Duchess of 
Leeds and Lady Stafford. They lived happily. In a 
copy of his Primitiae et Reliquiae (published iIi 
1840) which he gave to her he wrote these lines of 
Dryden:- . 

'All of a tenour was their after. life, 
No day discoloured with domeetic strife, 
No jealousy but mutual truth believed, 
Secure re~ and kindness undeceived: 

During these last years, spent chiefly at Kingston 
House, Brompton, Wellesley's chief friend was Lord 

I GntDiIl. JlefllOir .. iii. 31. 
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Brou.,<rham. to whom he ..-as 6ineenJy attached. 
Greek epigrams passed between them week by week. 
Brou.,<>ham in 1838 dedicated hia speeches to his 
venenble friend • u a tribute most justly due to I!O 

illustrious a state."'JDaD, and in mmmemontion of the 
rare felicity of England, I!O Deb in ~us and capacity 
for afi'airs that she can spare from her Eerriee sucll 
meDuhe: 

W eIlesl~y had never cea.se.J to cultivate literature 
and sdloluship. In the la...q year of his life he pub
lished poem!!, Latin and En.,<>lish, written at different 
dak's, with the eharaeteristic motto :-

'Talido ..w 
La*<* ~ .. ,.-. iDlep'a 

<tua _-., _ bupfta __ 

~, _ c:ithua c:area&iI!Ia.' 

lJany of these PritJ.itjtJe d RJiqMitJe have that 
~ous felicity of ~on for whieh he ...... 
renoWDed, and there are frequent t:raees of genuine 
f~ling. GreruIe's story of his nheusing ~ 
.,..hieh he never deli vend baa been quoted.. It had 
been ohseryoo, many years before. by Pitt, that ~ 
was extraordinari1y rJ01r in romposition as wen as 
elaborate in prepuation, but there would be no ft8.SOll 

for his timidity at this date. He would have ~in.l 
an ovation if he had enwred the. House_ But he had 
abandoned politics. and had J>'d his proxy at the 
Een'iee of PeeL ' 

In &ptember. 183.). llr. lIonit.""OJIlety lIartin a~ 
plied to the Yarquess to allow the publicathlo of his 



LATER LIFE 

Indian Despatches. They were brought out in the 
following year, with a dedication to the King. 

,It becomes not the Editor,' says the preface to the fourth 
volume, 'to express here his feelings for the confidence 
reposed in him by the nobleman whose wise, humane, and 
patriotic government it has been his anxious wish to place in 
a full and clear light before the public. To have contributed 
in any manner, however humbly, towards the accomplish
ment of such. a truly national object will ever be to him a 
EOurce of grateful remembrance and happiness.' 

It was now time for the Directors of the East India 
Company to make the amende h07!wable. A wiser 
spirit had come over the counsels of Leadenhall Street, 
and it was recognised· that to Wellesley England 
owed the creation of an Empire. The Directors 
ordered a number of copies of the book to be dis
tributed in India, and, in a complimentary correspon
dence that ensued they assured the Marquess that 
they were convinced that the Despatches' were made 
public in 'the same spirit in which they were com
posed-an ardent zeal to promote the "Well being of 
India and to uphold the interest and honolll" of tlie 
British Empire.' 

They did not stop at compliment. Hearing that 
the Marquess was not well off the Court voted him 
the sum of £20,000; and in March 1841 they decided 
to place a marble s~tue of him in the India House as 
'a public, conspicuous, and permanent mark of the 
admiration and gratitude of the East India Company.' 
All his old dignity and rhetorical feeling was seen in 
his reply to the Dire(ltors' letter. 
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'My first emotion,' he says, • was to offer up my thankful 
acknowledgements to the Almighty power'which has preserved 
my life beyond the ordinary limits of human nature, to receive 
a distinction of which history affords so few, if any, examples . 
. . . May the memorial by which you are pleased to distinguish 
my services remind you of the source from which they proceed 
and of the ends to which· they were directed; and confirm 
the principles of public virtue, the maxims of public order, 
and a due respect for just and honest government: 

He was not to die withou~ a reconciliation with his 
brother. In May 1838, the Duke of Wellington came 
00 see him, and their differences were forgotten. The 
II.ffection of the elder brother for 'the younger had 
been tested iIi a hundred ways: he had strenuously 
defended him throughout his early career, and given 
him the opportunities without which his powers might 
never have been displayed; and Wellington, with all 
his divergence from his brother's views yet bore 
testimony to his greatness: in all the distinctions of 
his life, he said, he had never forgotten the honour of 
being Lord We11esley's brother. 

Wellesley died on September 26, 1842, at the age 
of eighty-two. By his own wish he was buried 
at Eton, to which ancient foundation he had been 
so long a devoted son. In the midst of his Indian 
~riumphs his heart had turned fondly towards his two 
boys there at school, and in his Primitiae et Reliq'Uiae 
he had again and again paid tribute to the noble 
College. His two surviving brothers, the able diplo
matist and the great soldier, whose abilities he had 
fostered and, on whose behalf he had undergone so 
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much unmerited obloquy, followed his body to the 
grave. We may find his best epitaph in the words 
which Sir William Fraser 1 attributes to the Iron 
Duke, 'There is a great man gone.' 

I It is painful to insinuate a doubt where the saying is so 
eharacl.eristie and the incident so well told. Sir W. Fraser, Words 
... WelIi .... IIIB9. says that the Duke received the news by letter 
at Walmer: but Lord Stanhope, Nal£s of~ 1Dit4 tAB Dvk;e of 
WeIli.."...., wloo was staying at Walmer at the time, says the Duke 
brought the news from London himself. 



CHAPTER IX • 

THE GREA~ PROCONSUL: HIS FAME AND 

ACHIEVEMENTS 

• To the illustrious statesman whose biography he 
sketched so felicitously, Mr. Torrens gave the title of 
• _the great Proconsul.' The phrase was an apt one. 
In' the area over which he· exercised his delegated 
powers, in the princiRles on which he ruled, in his 
personal ~haracter, just,- despotic, cultured, Richard 
Wellesley recalled one of those great governors 
tbXough whose mighty deeds old Rome left so deep an 
impress on the nations of East and West. Com
pared to many of his contemporarie~ statesmen of 
renown, he seems to stand upon another plane; he is 
not of their world. The petty details of intrigue, the 
np,rrow ken of Whig and Tory policy, he is outside all 
these. What is it to him who is madejudge or bishop, 
it is his to work for great issues and for great issues 
only. However we' may estimate his success as a. 
statesman it is impossible to deny the loftiness or the 
purity of his aims. Wellesley, though in his own 
time many of his inferiors distanced him in the race 
for public position, will ever rank among the greatest 
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men of the century, and ine marks that he has left 
upon the history of his ~tion will re~n while time 
shall last. 

We CanDotjudge the character, we can but imper
fectly estimate the worth, till we know of the hero 
what manner of man he was. 'His person,' says his 
earliest biographer, Mi'I Pearce, 'was "small and sym
metrical-his face remarkable for intellectual beauty 
-and his whole deportm:nt elegant and dignified. 
He possessed a fine manly voice, and delivered his 
sentiments in public with great perspicuity and effect: 
This is a brief and no~ very expressive description 
which the aid of portraits and statues, as well &8 the 
memory of many men still living, enables us to eke 
out. 

His was a face which painters were eager to depict. 
Hoppner, ever sympathetic, painted him before he 
went out to India, and the portrait, which was exqui
sitelyengraved in mezzotint by Young, is a singularly 
beautiful work. The complexion is clear and youth
ful The keen deep-set eyes look out from under a 
mass of half-tumbled hair. The mouth is :firm but 
slightly pouting, with a curious contraction of the 
upper lip. The expreesion is strangely attractive and 
winning, as of one who felt deeply and loved much, 
a poet, a musician, a great writer. But in the alert
ness of the gaze, the arched nostril. the long straight 
nose, there are the signs of an eager spirit, bold, com
manding, originative. It is a. face no one" could look 
on without admiration or without respect. The mien 

v 
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is of ODe who expeeted ~ l:.d who ~ tnLq 
and be busted. 

lAter OIl, Robert Home. a Scotsman ... ho ~ 
out to Calrutta and pUnted many a NoM ciTilian 
and nwthy Xarib. dnw the GoT~ in 
his state dress with the Iitar of St.. Pairicl: em his 
bn:ut. This pidme ..... engranJ. 1:.y Heub in J &.t
In 1827 P..oberlaon pa.intN him in his Garter rohee
a ~Mh &hutry piriure of a hand..-.ome man of 
middle agt\ the hair 1hin and rii~'"1lifioed. 
R.ate1y. attuned to pomp and page.ntry. lliISt wiJdy 
known of all the portraits, throa.,t>h the many ~~T
ings of it riielt 'WW'e produeeJ, is that by Sir Thomaa 
U-.rreDl'Ia. But it bas hudly the ~pathy which 
touehes the best wor:k of thai. ~ ~ Here 
the llarquess is taken with alDKlSt full &ce.. iJa 
morning dress, the ~ han.,<-ing OIl his hnsd.. 
"l.'he eoye and the ~ebro~ are ~~ hut the 
... hole pidure is rather hand..-.ome thaD e~Te.. 
This smooth ~ lire feel, may be a poet". 01' that of the 
head of !!lOme &Deient house; it does DOt prodaim the 
nWr of mea.. AnotheI' port.nn said to be by the same 
master hangs in the ball of <lu::isi C1lureh,. Orlord. 
There the llarqlle!!lS is dra .... fun ~M.h, in Carta
robes-but the pictme is 1:enaa aDd ~. 
There are hro bNutiful miniatures in the lihruy at 
Etoa.. Count cfOnay. whom Wellesky in the ~~ 
~ of his ehand.er DOt a L=ttle resemlJed., drew 
a bold sketeh of him in the 1&..", ~ of his life. 
Here he looks old. bat hardly the ~<'hty-t1I"o yean 
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which he wore, as it seems, so lightly. The hair that 
is still left is snow-white now, but. the thick. bushy 
eyebrows are black as jet. In the f&lli.ng in of the 
mouth the strong powerful chin comes out more than 
ever, and the nose grows more like the Iron Duke's. 
Still a smile plays about the thin lips and the gaze is 
keen. unfaltering. but touched with pathos. Truly, in 
the last year of his life, his eye was not dimmed nor 
his natural force abated. 

At Calcutta the British residents erected a marble 
statue of him, which was placed in the hall of the 
Government House which he had erected. The other 
statues, and the bust by Nollekens, lack the beauty 
of the best pictures; but in all, the keen deep-set eye 
and the arched and bushy brows appear. 

There is little trace in any of the portraits of the 
delicacy which all Wellesley's contemporaries note. 
When he was young his health was far from strong" 
and he was ob~~ to take great eare of himselt His 
health at eighty-two, vigorous and hale, was the more 
surprising-so his nephew Gerald told Lord Stanhope 
a few months before his death-beeause at half that 
age it had seemed completely broken. When he went. 
out to India, his brother Henry said, he was both ill 
and nervous, and he had quite determined to return 
home from the Cape, but was dissuaded. From his 
arrival in the East. he seemed to win new TI.,"Our. 
• My health,' he wrote to Lord Auek.land in 1799, • is 
and has uniformly been much better than it usually 
was in England; and the pressure and variety of 

52 
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business has been useful to my spirits.' Still there 
are many allusions in his correspondence to occasional 
attacks of illness, which beset him in times of anxiety 
but never .prevented his mind from controlling the 
business and triumphing over the difficulties of his 
task. -His constitution in fact was, like that of many 
another great man, not robuet enough to be trifled 
with or to lure towards feats of rash experiment or 
endurance, but capable ot meeting a great strain, 
strong in reserved force, the servant and not the ma.eter 
of a restless and buoyant will. 'It ~ difficult,' he once 
said of his work, 'but in these days difficulties are 
our daily food, and, for one, I find that I thrive 
upon it.' 

What Wellesley lacked in physical strength he 
ma.de up in esprit. He wa.e well served by a. bright 
sense of humour and a keen and natural Irish wit. 
He shone in society. In the brilliant circle which 
met at Holwood and Putney Hill, at Walmer and 
Wimbledon, he was one of the most brilliant mem
bers: in later days, we are told, half the beauties 
of London were at his feet. As &. talker he could 
hold his own with the best: there is a tradition that 
M:adame de Stael, when they met at Lansdowne 
Hoilse, had to own his superiority. As & wit his 
bO'Tl,!!-lI1l.Qts were constantly repeated, and used, by his 
friends. 

He was a devoted lover or literature. His own 
style was modelled, somewhat too closely, on the 
classics. He admitted, says Lord Brougham, the vast 
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superiority of Demosthenes, but he could not shake 
off his attachment to Cicero. He was 'renowned, 
indeed, among the pedants as a scholar: he could beat 
the schoolmasters at their own weapons; and, to do 
them justice, they paid him the homage of which they 
are not too lavish even to ~ poets. He was as well 
Tead in the great moderns as in the classics. Again 
and again in his letters, and even in his despatches, a 
phrase of Shakespeare's, neatly and appropriately used, 
catches and delights the attentive ear. The Auction 
List of his Library shows his extensive acquaintance 
with the Italian poets. Dante he knew as few men 
of his age knew him. Lord Stanhope writes of a. 
dinner party at Walmer in 1839-when the great 
statesman was in his eightieth year 1_ 

'Lady Burghersh told me that lately calling on Lord 
Wellesley she had seen upon his table a print of Sir Joshua 
Reynolds's Ugolino, and, the conversation turning upon this, 
Lord Wellesley repeated several lines of Dante's description. 
She expressed her surprise at his power of memory, when he 
answered that he really thought, if he tried, he could repeat 
nearly the whole of that canto, and on trying he really did 
repeat above fifty lines of it. She was struck too, she said, 
with bis pure and classic pronunciation of the Italian, and of 
that there could not be a more competent judge. I observed 
to her, that what enhanced the merits of these accomplish
ments was that they never could have proceeded from busi
ness or ambitious objects, as he never had any Italian mission 
to fulfil or Italian negotiations to conduct, so that love of 
literature must have been his only motive.' 

1 Cont'el".atiOll8 with the Duke 0/ Wellington, pp. I~I70. 
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Lord Stratford de Redc]i1i'e I wId how in his 
last days of retirement he went to see him. and 
~ed about with him in his garden and talked of 
polities. In the whole eourse of the eonversation. he 
said, • at one time fi.:,aured. the eommanding states
man, at another the u.complisbed orator. to say 
Dotbing of wit., seholuship, and the reooDeetion of 
bygone evenl.s." Sir Walter Soott. & severe eri.tie 
of eonversational powers, wrote of him in 1825: • The 
lluquess's ta.lk gave me the notion of that. kind of 
statesmanship tha.t one ~oht hne expected from 
& Roman Emperor aeeustmned w keep the Thole 
world In his mw, and to divide his hours between 
minist.ei-s like }{aerenas and wits like Horace.." 

His sehemes for the improvement of the eduea
tion of Indianeivilia.ns are proofs of the liberality 
of his own studies. While the foundation T&8 to be 
1aid in & knowloo."ooe of the ancient dassics of the 
West, the supen;tzuetme was to be built of dif
ferent materiaL Like his great predecessor Warren 
Ha.stin.,os, he reoognised. &II too few Englishmen 
did, the beauties. and the unique position. of the 
great Oriental literatures.. He personally eneounged 
and patronized the leam.ed men of Een.,<"Bl. and 
under his auspioes the talents of his own eountry
men were direetOO. wwuds the seholarship of the 
East. 

I Far this aM .......u of these .......t<Jtes I aa ~ to .. 
exeeediD~Y ia~ article ill the ~ ~ Yo1. 169, 
X6.lII91L 
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In his personal character Wellesley could not be 
accused of the faults into which meaner natures fall: 
He was proud undenia.bly, but with the pride of 
.. great, not .. small, mind. 'No two brothers,' said 
Macaulay once, when Wellington and Wellesley were 
compared, 'were ever so unlike.' Rogers, describhtg 
them, said that they gave the most remarkable 
contrast in history, 'the one scoming aU display, the 
other living for nothing else.' It was a sharp saying, 
such as \he irresponsible conversationalist . would 
readily throw off; and it has .. certain superficial 
justice about it. But Wellesley loved display not for 
itself but as the outward sign of the di",<TDity with 
which he was invested. His dressings and his 
attitudes, his ceremonies, attendances, and processions, 
his pageantry and extravagances, were part of his 
conception of the character of a British ruler in the 
East, or of .. Viceroy among .. Celtic people. He 
was tied to .. constant series of ceremonial acts: it was 
clear to him that they lost all their value if they were 
not performed ceremoniously. Here was the contrast 
of his nature to the Englishmen among whom he 
moved, and who mocked, like Sheridan, at his airs 
and graces. The English love state and pomp as 
much &8 any other natio~ but they like to see it 
done in hugger-mugger, with no dignity or order. 
An English proceasion is of all sights on the earth 
one of the most mirth-provoking. But .. pageant en. 

diJwbille was to Wellesley a revolting anomaly. He 
delighted to impress, and he knew how to be 
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impressive. To him dignity and a ·se~mly order were 
the due appointments of life. He clung to the 
ceremonious features of the age before the Revolu
tion. 'His indignation may be imagined,' says the 
writer of an interesting article in the Quarterly 
Review, ., when, as he was explaining some measure 
to the Cabinet, Lord Westmoreland leant back in 
his chair, in true American fashion, with his dirty 
boots resting on the Council table. Lord W elles~ 
ley paused and said:. "When the Lord Privy Seal 
is in a decent attitude, I will proceed with my state-
ment.'" • 

Wellesley, immersed in ceremony, was the very 
type, said Sir James Mackintosh, of the 'sultaniZed 
Englishman.' His entertainmen,ts at Calcutta and 
Barrackpur are recorded in many an old Indian 
newspaper. The festivities at Government House 
to. celebrate the Peace of Amiens are deemed worthy 
of a lengthy description by Mr. Pearce; and Lord 
Valentia, who visited Wellesley in India, describes 
his country retreat in glowing terms. 

'The situation of this house,' he says, 'is much 
more pleasing than anything I have yet seen. It is 
considerably' elevated above the Hugli river, on 
& very extended reach of which it stands: on the 
sides are pagodaR, villages, and groves of lofty trees. 
The water itself is much clearer than at Calcutta, 
and covered with the state barges and cu~ of the 
Governor-Gen!lral. These, painted green and orna
mented with gold, contrasted with the 'scarlet dresses 
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of the rowers, were a great addition to the scene. 
The park is laid out in the English style, and the 
house is well adapted to the climate, having a 
beautiful verandah on every side, and the rooms being 
on a very ample scale 1.'. 

His Excellency, wearing the orders of St. Patrick 
and the Crescent in diamonds, was a prominent figure 
in the Calcutta balls. In the gay scene, writes the 
same witness of one of these festivities, 'the black 
dress of the male Armenians was pleasing from the 
variety; and the costly, though unbecoming habits 
of their females, togetl1er with the appearance of 
officers, nabobs, Persians' -and natives, resembled a 
masquerade 2.' 

Of a piece with his magnificence in entertainment 
was the attitude which Wellesley assumed towards 
public works, the arts, and learning. He was' not 
only himself a virtuoso; he was a. patron in right.of 
his position. Thus we find him, like the great rulers 
of the Renaissance, busy in schemes for the building 
and improvement of cities. A minute of June 16, 
1803 s, describes his plans for the improvement of 
Calcutta. He pointed out the deficiencies of the 
drainage and of the sanitary arrangements of all 
kinds. ' It is the pnmary duty,' he observed, ' of the 
Government to provide for the health, safety, and 
convenience of the inhabitants of this great t-own by 

I Yayages and 7'ral)6/s. by George, Viscount Valentia, 18I1 (dedi-
cated to Lord Wellesley), vol. i. pp. 39. 40. • Ibid. vol. i. p. 37. 

• Wellesley Despatches, vol. iv. pp. 672 sqq. 
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establishing a comprehensive system for the improve
ment of the roads, streets. public drains, and water 
courses; and by fixing permanent rules for the con
~truction and distribution of the houses and public 
edifices, and for the regulation of nuisances of every 
description. The appearanCe and beauty of the town 
are inseparably connected with the health, safety, 
and convenience of the inhabitants, and every im
·provement which will introduce a greater degree of 
order, symmetry, and magnificence in the streets, 
roads, ghats, and wharfs, public edifices and private 
habitations, 'will tend to ameliorate the climate and 

,to secure and promote every object of a just and 
salutary system of police.' 

We find him discussing in another minute 1 (July 
26, 1804) the natural history of India. He appointed 
Dr. Francis Buchanan' to collect materials for a cor
rect account of all the most remarkable quadrupeds 
and birds in the provinces,' and invited information 
from all the medical officers in India. He established 
a 'Zoological Garden' at Barrackpur for the 8ssist
ance of Buchanan's investigation. 'The illustration 
and improvement of that important branch of the 
natural history of India which embraces an object 80 

extensive &8 the description of the principal parts of 
the animal kingdom is worthy of the munificence and 
liberality of the English East India Company, and 
must necessarily prove an acceptable service to the 
'World. To facilitate and promote all enquiries which 

I Wellalq DespatdIes, voL iv. P.674 eqq. 
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may be calculated to enla.tge the boundaries of general 
science is a duty imposed on the British Government 
in India by its present exalted situation.' A year 
later he issued a valuable minute on the C Im
provement of A.,oricultnre 1: C Independently of the 
moral duty imposed on the British Government to 
provide by every means in its power for the improve
ment of the condition of its subjects, substantial 
advantages must necessa.rily be derived by the State 
from the inerea.sed wealth and prosperity of the people.' 
He proposed to establish an experime.ntal farm at 
Barra.cl.-pnr, in which the improvement of the breed 
of black cattle, the introduction of a more scientific 
system of a.,OTicultnre, and the reduction of the 
expense of preparing the grain for consumption, 
should be studied. 

These are merely specimens of the range of his 
purview. It- was his aim, indeed, to take place in 
all public affairs as the natural head and universal 
patron. The position was congenial to his mind: 
and it was re8.ected in his literary style. He was 
essentially a man of gre&t ideas; and he clothed his 
thoughts in befitting language. Welles1ey-Mr.Robert 
Louis Stevenson has said it with felicity of the British 
admirals-was not only gre&t-hearted. he was big
spoken. A lofty strain, like the sound of martial· 
and ceremonial music, breathes through his speeches ; 
but his Ian.,""Il&ge expresses-it does not disguise-the 
greatness of his heart. The curious story that was 

I .lune I, I~; W.u...Iq ~ iv. 676 &qq. 
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told of Wolfe, describing to the disgusted Pitt, in 
terms too glowing, and with action too expressive, 
the victories he. would win in Canada, serves to 
show how a great man may for the moment borrow 
the cloak of the braggart. From such a scene We1-
lesley'i good taste would have preserved him, but he 
would not have been without a certain sympathy for 
the chief actor. In something akin to this feature of 
his character we may find the clue to his failure to 
reach the supreme and highest greatness; While we 
recognise his achievements, we do not dream of com
paring him to the still, strong heroes whom England 
has' given to the East. We do not rank him with 
Dalhousie, with Havelock, with Gordon, or with that 
great manto whom tardy justice is at length being 
done, Warren Hastings, the greatest of them all. 
, Great, noble, in many ways, was Richard Wellesley, 

and his Indian career was undeniably magnificent, 
but we· feel that there is something lacking through-. 
out his life. Is it a moral quality we seek 1 The clue 
to it may.lie in some aspect of his character of which 
national history is wont to take slight count. He 
was, say his contemporaries, what is called' a man of 
pleasure;' and there is in such a character, however 
it may be, like his, gradually refined and purified, a 
taint which spreads subtly but surely to the public 
work. Self-seeking can never be wholly absent from 
the life. where now and again pleasure holds the reins. 
Here is the flaw which mars what is, in many aspects, 
a beautiful soul. Mornington, refusing to share in 
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the reward of the brave men who had shed their 
blood in the Mysore war, and Wellesley, walking in 
his Brompton garden, telling old tales with the genial 
charm of gracious and kindly age, are happier pic':' 
tures than that of the companion of the 'Dandies,' 
and the man of whom Wilberforce wrote, 'I hear even 
worldly people take offence at his character for the 
head of the administration of the country." A' Sul
tanized Englishman,' in any of the melmings. of that 
happy phrase, was not one to rule Great Britain. 

Thus much must be said lest we seem to take too 
high a view of Wellesley's character and capacities, 
and to leave inexplicable the comparative failUl"e of 
his life. Many worse men have played a greater part 
in English politics, and have left names more famous 
among English statesmen. But Wellesley scorned 
disguise: such as he was, with his defects and his ". 
honours, he stood forth. Proudly and not without 
disdain he met the judgement of his peers. He could 
not stoop, though it were for :Empire. Like Corio
lanus, he would say, 

'I had rather be their servant in my way 
Than 5W8y with them in theirs.' 

We may not wonder, then, that justice has not yet· 
been done to his great qualities. When his papers 
are fully examined, and an exhaustive biography is 
written, he will appear, we may be confident, greater 
than the world now knows. 

Meantime his achievements place him high in the 
ranks of our great worthies. He saw and tried to 
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solve th!'l eternal Lish question.. He was 8. Free
trader before the days of the Manchester School. But 
fQr him, it may be truly said, it is more than probable 
that Napoleon would not have been overthrown. It 
was the Spanish resistance, as the Emperor himself 
recognised, that really destroyed him: and but for 
Wellesley's persistency, that resistance would never 
have been organized and brought to success. To 
his h~othe1"'s indomitable and clear-sighted 'but 
uilOstentatious determination,.W ellington owed the 
sinews of war, without which he could not possibly 
have coped with the French forces. . It was Welles
ley as well as Wellington who triumphed in the 
Peninsula.. 

But it is to his Indian administration incontestably 
that we look for the proofs of his greatness. As he 
gazed upon. the great Eastern pan~ma., and then 
turned to his masters in Leadenhilll Street, he may 
well have thought, 'I know that in this vast land
I can create a British Empire, and I know that no 
other man can.' In India. his work remains uneffaced 
and uneffaceable. He turned the East India Com
pany, in spite of itself, from 8. trading corporation 
into an imperial power.. He found the edifice of their 
rule fashioned of brick: he left it marble. Before his 
da.y the exigencies of the moment had guided British 
governors in a. policy which even in the . hands of 
its greatest exponents was empirical. Wellesley laid 
down lines f~om which it was impossible for his suc
cessors ever wholly to diverge. Th~ experiment indeed 
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was tried: ComwaJlis set ab9ut to reverse all that he 
had done, and declared in so many woros that hi~ 
policy was mistaken and unsound. Barlow followed 
on the same tack; but Wellesley's system triumphed 
in the end. 

He found Indi~ the battle-ground of races and of 
mlers. Every man's hand was against his neighbour. 
In the atrophy of gov~ent and the absence of any 
central~ontrolling powetJQ!)iety was_~rging towards 
th~~! as Hobbes pictured i~-:!he-uf~ of_ 

. ,man was, if rareli '8Oliti.r-y:'-6fieh-"nasty, brutish, 
a~d;h;~-Wellesl~h' themceswhere to 'look 

l'or union and for rule. He taught England how to 
.. estim\te, and to enter upon, her heritage. Vast .indeed 

was the dominion over which he caused the British 
Hag to wave. He destroyed the cmel and threatening 
Muhammedan power in the South. He changed Oudh 
from a danger into a safeguard, and set Bengal free 
on every side from fear of foreign attack. He pw:a
lyzed if he did not destroy the hydra-headed con
federacy of the Marathas. He made the name of 
England honoured from Persia to the Red Sea: and 
he raised her fame in a way more durable than by 
miJitary exploits. He taught her rulers, her civilians, 
her judges, to trust for their power only to the up
rightness of' their lives, the completeness of their 
labours, their knowledge of the character and the 
learning of the people committed to their charge. 
But he did more than this. It was the sign of his 
~tness and the mark of the permanence of his 
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work that he recognised to the full the responsibility 
cast upon Great Britain. In his attitude towards 
commerce, diplomacy, war, religion, the same prin:' 
cipl~ was patent and outspoken. In our hands, he 
would say, are the destinies of this mighty empire
to us belongs its development and its future: it is for 
England to raise it among the families of the nations 
-or we shall bear the blame for ever. 
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breach 'witll Wellington, 184 
,qq.: made Lord Steward of the 
Household, 186: Lord Lieu
tenant of Ireland again, 186: 
Lord Chamberlain, 186 : retir .... 
m~nt. 186 : ~t years, 187-19°: 
publication of his Indian des
patches, 189: acta of atonement 
by Directors, 189: reconciliation 
with hi. brother, 190: death, 
190 : pcracnal appearance of, 
193: portraits of, 193 ,qq.: ill
health, 195-196: conversational 
powers, 196: literary taste, 188. 
196-198: personal character, 
1981'1'1. . 

WBLLESLEY, William, Earl of 
Maryborough and of Morning
ton, 13,165. 
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WEBLEY, Anne, Countess of 
Momington, 12, I3. 

WESLEY, Charles, declined to he 
adopted by Garret Wesley, 12. 

Wl!BLEY, Garret, n. 
WEBLl!Y, Garret, first Earl of 

Momington, 12. 
WESLIIY, Richard Colley, Baron 

Momington, 12. 
WEBTKOBELAlID, Lord, 200; 
WILBIIBPOBCl!, Wellesley in agree

ment with him on the slave 

trade, 16: his diary mentions 
Wellesley, 17: his opinion of 
Wellesley'. character, 205. 

ZALiH SINGH, 103.' 
ZEKAN SIlAH, fear of invasion 

from, 33. 65: associated with 
Tipu, 3+.65 : the Do.tb regarded 
as a protection against Zenutn 
Shah, 67: Persian treaty ar
ranged as protection against, 
129. 

THE END. 
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£Opinions of tile WttSS 
ON 

SIR WILLIAM HUNTER'S 'DALHOUSIE! 
I An interesting and exceedingly readable TOlnme ••••• Sir William 

Hunter haa produced " valuable work "bout an important epoch in 
Engli.h history in India, and he has given us "pleasing insigM into 
the character of " remarkable Englishman. The cc Rulers of India" 
series, which he baa initiated, thus makes a sOOC8llllful beginning in his 
hands with one who ranks among the greatest of the great names which 
will be lIBIIOCiated with the subjtlCt.'-Tk 7'im& • 

• To no one is the credit for the improved condition of public intelli
gence [regarding India] more due than to Sir William Hunter. From 
tbe beginning of his career.... an Indian Civilian he has devoted a rare 
literary faculty to the task of enlightening his countrymen on the subject 
of England's greatest dependency •••• By inspiring a amall army of 
fellow-labourers with his own spirit, by indocing them to conform to his 
own method, and shaping" huge agglomeration of facts into" lucid and 
intelligible system, Sir W. Hunter has brought India and its iunumer
"ble interests within the pale of achievable knowledge, "nd haa given 
definits shape to the truths which its history establishes and the 
problema which it BDggesta. ••• Such contributions to literature are "pt to 
be taken as a matter of course, becauae their highest merit is to conceal 
the labour, and skill, and knowledge invulved in their production; but 
they raise the whole level of public intelligence, and generate an 
atmosphere in which the baleful iDftuencea of folly, ignorance, prejudice. 
and presumption dwindle and disappear.'---Satwdal/ Bet>ieto. 

I Admirably calculated to impart ina concise and agreaableform a clear 
general ootline of the history of our great Indian Empire.'-.&lo-'ot. 

I A skilfol and most attractive picture. • _ • The author has made good 
nae of public and privata documents, and has enjoyed the privilege of 
being aided by the deceased statesman's family. His litUe work is, 
conaeqoently, a valuable contribution to modem history:-AcadetooJ • 

• The book should command a wide circle of readers, not ouly for its 
author's lI&I<e and that of its subject, but partly at least on account of 
the very attractive wayiu which it has been published "t the mod ...... te 
price of half-a-crown. Bot it is, of course, by ita intrinsic merits "lone 
that a work of this nature should be judged. And those merits are 
everywhere conspicuous. ••• A writer whose thorough mastery of all 
Indian 8ubjects has bean acquired by years of practical experience and 
patient reoeorch.'-TA.! Atia ___ 

"N ever bave we been 80 much impressed by the great literary abilities 
of Sir William Hunteraa we have been by the perooalof ccThe Marqu888 
of Dalhousie." •• _ The knowledge displayed by tbe writer of the motives 
of Lord Dalhousie'. action, of the iunar working of his mind, is 80 com
plete, that Lord Dalhousie himself, were he living, could not slats them 
more clearly •••• Sir William Hunter'. style is 80 clear, his language 
80 vivid, "Dd yet 80 simple, conveying the impressions he wishes 80 per
.picuooaly that they cannot but be understood, that tbe work must have 
a place in every library, in every home, we might say indeed every 
cottage.'-E_mg New. 

'Sir William Hunter has written an admirable little volume on 
cc The Marquess of DalhoUl!ie .. for his eeries of tbe .. Rulers of India ... 
It am be read "t " sitting, yet its referencea-ezpreesed or implied-
8uggeat the Hudy and obeervation of half alife-time.'-Tk Dai!l/ NttI) •• 



£Opinions of tbt n!>tt" 
0. 

SIR WILLIAM HUNTER'S 'LORD MAYO.' 
'Sir William W. Banter ,has contributed a brief but admirable 

biography of the Earl of Mayo to the series entitled" Rulers oOndia,» 
edited by himself (Oxford, at the Clarendon Press).'-TAe Timel/ • 

• In telling this story in the monograph before us, Sir Willia.m 
Hanter bas combined his well-known literary skill with an earnen 
sympathy and fulness of knowledge which are worthy of all commenda
tion. ••• The world is indebted to the author for a fit and attractive 
record of what was eminently a noble life.'-7'ke Academy. 

'The sketch of The Man is full of interest, drawn as it is with com
plete sympathy, understanding, and appreciation. But more valuable 
is the account of his administration. Noone can show so well and 
clearly as Sir William Hunter does what the policy of Lord Mayo con
Vibuted to the making of the Indian Empire of to-day.' -Tlu Scotnntm. 

, Sir William Hunter has given us a monograph in which there is a 
happy combination of the essay and tbe biography. We are presented 
with the main fl'atures of Lord Mayo's administration unencumbered 
with tedious details which would interest none but the most official of 
Anglo-Indians; while in the biography the man is brougM before us, 
not analytically, but in a life-like portrait.'-Vanity Fair • 

• The story of his life Sir W. W. Hunter tells in well-ehoaen language 
-clear, succinct, and manly. Sir W. W. Hunter is in symp,.thy with 
his Bubject, and does full justice to Mayo's strong, genuine nature. 
Without exaggeration and in a direct, unaffected style, as befits his 
theme, he brings the man aud his work vividly before us.'-Tlu 
OkugofJJ Herald. 

'All the knowledge acquired byperaonal aasociation, familiarity with 
administrative details of the Indian Government, and a strong grasp of 
the vast problems to be dealt with, is utilised in this presentation of 
Lord Mayo's personality and career. Sir W. Hanter, however, never 
overJoads his pages, and the outlines of the sketch are clear and firm.' 
-Tloe ManclaattJr E:rpru8. 

'This is another of the " Rulers of India" series, and it will be hard 
to beat .••• Sir William Hunter's perception and expression are here at 
their very best.'-The Pall Mall Gautte. 

'The latest addition to the "Rulers of India " series yields to none of 
its predecessors in attractiveness, vigour, and artistic portraiture. ••• 
The finaJ chapter must either be copied verbally and literally-which 
the space at our disposal will not permit-or be len to the sorrowful 
perll8al of the reader. The man is not to be envied who can read it with 
dry eyes.'-.A.llen'. Indian Mail. 

'The little volume which has just been brought out is a study of Lord 
Mayo's career by one who knew all about it and was in full sympathy 
with it. .•• Some of these chapters are full of spirit and fire. The 
closing paasages, tbe picture of the Viceroy's &8S&8sination, caunot fail 
to mske any reader hold his breath. We know what is going to 
happen, but we are thrilled as if we did not know it, and were still 
held in suspense. The event itself was so terribly tragic that any 
ordinary description might seem feeble and laggard. But in this 
volume we are made to feel as we must bave felt if we bad heen on 
the spot and seen the murderer" fastened like a tiger" on the back of 
the Viceroy.'-Dailll N_., Leading Article. 



iDpinions of tbe I!:'teSS 
ON 

MR.W.S.SETON-KARR'S'CORNWALLIS.' 
• This new volume of the co Rulers of India" series keeps up to the 

high standard set by the author of " The Marquess of Dalbouoie." For 
dealing with the salient P888&g'es in Lord Cornwallis's Indiau career no 
one could have been better qualified than the whilom forejgD secretary 
to Lord Lawrence.'-TlaIlAlh.lI<8um. 

• Lord Cornwallis has been very properly included in the list of those 
.. Rulers of India" whose biographies are calculated to illustrate the 
PIlOt growth and present development of the English administration in 
that country. Hie name is connected with several great measures, 
which more, perhaps, than any others have given a special colour to our 
rule, have inftuenoed the course of lubsequent legislation, and have made 
the Civil Service what it at present is. He completed the adminiotrative 
fabrio of which Warren Hastingo, in the midst of unexampled difficultiee 
·and vicissitudes, had laid the foundation.'-The Sat .... day Re"ierD. 

'We hope tbat the volumee on the "Rulers of India" which are 
being published by the Clarendon Press o.re carefully read by a large 
section of the public. There is a dense wall of ignoranoe still standing 
between the average Englishman and the greatest dependency of the 
Crown; although we can scarcely hope to see it broken down altogether, . 
lome of these admirable biographies cannot fail to lower it .. little ••.• 
Mr. Seton-Karr b ... succeeded in the task, and he has not only pre
Bented a large maas of information, but he has brought it together in an 
attractive form. ••• We strongly recommend the book to all who wish 
to enlarge the area of their knowledge with reference to India.'-Nefll 
York Htlf"ald. 

• 'fhe "Rulers of India .. leries. This' olltcome of the Clarendon 
Press grows in value ... it proceeds. The account of Cornwallis is from 
the pen of Mr. W. Seton-Karr, who was formerly Foreign Secretary to 
the Government of India, and whOle acquaintance with Eastern affairs 
has been of obvioua service to him in the compilation of tbis useful 
manuaJ.'-TM Blah.. . 

• One might oJmOJlt Bay that the history of. our great Indian Empire 
might be read with comparative ease in the excellent .. Rulera of India 
Series," published at the Clarendon Press at Oxford •••• Of Cornwallis 
it might be said he transformed the E""t India Company's servant. 
from merchante to administrator., and determined to place them above 
jobbery, which he despised.'-Th. Independent. 

'.We have already expressed our sense of the voJue and timeliness of 
the series of Inrlian historical retrospects now issuing, under the editor
ship of SiI- W. W. Hunter. from the Clarendon Press. It is somewhat 
Ie .. than fair to say of Mr. Seton-Karr'. monograph upon Cornwalli. 
that it reaches the high standard of literary workmanship which that 
series has maintained .••• Hi. accurate and lucid Bummary of the necesai
tiea which dictated Cornwallis'. policy. and the methods by which he 
initiated and, to a great extent, effected, the transformation of our rule 
in India from the lines of an OrientoJ despotism to those with which we 
are now familiar, i .... attractive as it ie inatructive.'-Xh. Littlf"ary 
World. 



£Opinions of tile Il3ress 
011 . 

COLONEL MALLESON'S 'DUPLEIX.' 
• In the character of ·Dupleix there was the elemen~ of greamesa 

that contact with India seems to have generated in 80 many European 
minds, French as well as English, and a hroad capacity for govern
ment, which, if suffered to have foll play, might have ended in giving 
the whole -of Southern India to France. Even as it was, Colonel 
Malleaon shoWl how narrowly the prize Blipped from French grasp. 
In 1783 the Treaty of Versailles arrived just in time to save the 
British power from extinction.'-Timea. 

• One of the best of Sir W. Hunter's interesting and valuable series. 
Colonel Malleaon writes out of the fulnesa of familiarity, moving with 
ease over a field which he had long ago surveyed in every nook and 
corner. To do a small book as well as this on Duplei", has been done, 
will be recognised by competent judges as no small achievement. 
When one considers the bulk of the material out of which the little 
volume has been distilled, one can still better appreciate the labour 
and dexterity involved in the performance:-ActJdemy. 

• A most compact and effective history of the French in India in a 
little handbook of 180 pages.'-Nonconfonnist. 

• Well arranged, lucid and eminently readable, an excellen~ addition 
to a most useful series.'-Rectwd. 

COLONEL MALLESON'S 'AKBAR.' 
• Colonel Malleson's interesting monograph on Akbar in the "Rulers 

of India" (Clarendon Presa) should more than satisfy the general 
reader. Colonel Malleson traces the origin and foundation of the 
Mughal Empire; and, as an introduction to the history of Muhamma
dan India, the book leaves nothing to he desired:-St.Jamu'B Gazette. 

• This volume will, no doubt, be welcomed, even by experts in 
Indian history, in the light of a new, elear, and terse rendering of an 
old, but not worn·out theme. It is a worthy and valuable addition 
to Sir W. Hunter's promising series.'-..tthen"",1II. 

• Colonel ,Malleson has broken ground new to the general reader. 
The story of Akbar is briefly but elearly told, with an account of what 
he was and what he did, and how he found and how he left India. ••• 
The native chronicles of the reign are many, and from them it is still 
possible, as Colonel Malleson has shown, to cOnstruct a living portrait 
of this great and mighty potentate.'-Scots Observer. 

'The brilliant historian of the Indian Mutiny has been assigned in 
this volume of the series an important epoch and a strong personality 
{or critical study, and he has admirably fol:filled his task .••• Alike in 
dress and style, this volume is a fit companion for its predecessor.'
Manchester Guardian. 
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CAPTAIN TROTTER'S 'WARREN HASTINGS.' 
• The publication, reoently noticed in this place, of the "Letters, 

Despatches, and other State Papers preserved in the Foreign Depart
ment of the Government of India, 1772-1785," has thrown entirely new 
light from the most authentic sources on the whole history of Warran 
Bastings and his government of India. Captain L. J. Trotter's 
W ABBRN BASTINGs, a volume of the uRulers of India" aeries, edited 
by Sir W. Bunter (Oxford, at the Clarendon Press), is accordingly 
neither inopportune ner devoid of an adequate ,.auon a: itrB. " The 
present volume," says a brief preface, " endeavours to exhibit for the 
first time tbe actual work of that great Governor-General, as reviewed 
from the firm stand-point of the origiual records now made available to 
the students of Indian history." Captain Trotter is well known as a 
competent and attractive writer on Indian history, and this is not the 
first time that Warren Bastings has supplied him with a theme.'
TheTimu. 

• Be has put his best work into this memoir • • • Captain Trotter's 
memoir is more valuable [than Sir A. Lyall's] from a strictly historical 
point of view. It contains more of the history of the period, and it 
embraces the very latest information that casts,light on Hastings' re
markable career ••• His work too is of distinct literary merit, and is 
worthy of a theme than which British history presents none nobler. 
It is a distinct gain to the British rade to be enabled, as it now may, 
to count the great Governor-General among those heroes for whom 
it need not blnah.' -8colBman. 

• Captain Trotter has done his work well, and his volume deserves 
to stand with that on Dalhousie by Sir William Hunter. Higher 
praise it would be hard to give it.'-New York Hsrald. 

, This is an able book, written· with candour and discrimination.'
Lude Merc .. ry • 

• , Captain Trotter has done full justice to the fascinating story of the 
splendid achievements of a great Eng1ishman.'-Manchestsr Guardian. 

• This neat little volume contains a brief hut admirable biography of 
the first Governor-General of India. The author has been fortunate in 
having had access to State papers which cover the period of the 
entire rule of Warren Bastings.'-The Newcastle Ohronkle. 

• In preparing this sketch for "The Rulers of India," Captain 
Trotter has had the advantage of consulting the .. Letters, Dlopatcbes, 
and other State Papers preserved in the Foreign Department of the. 
Government of India, 1772-85," a period which covers the entire 
administration of Warren Hastings. The present volume, therefore, 
may truly claim that it .. exhibits for the first time the actual work of 
the great Governor-General. as reviewed from the firm stand-point of 
origiual records." It is a book which all must peruse who desire to 
be " np to date" on the snbject.'-Th. GWho. 



IDpinions of tbe IIt>ress 
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VISCOUNT HARDINGE'S 'LORD H.A.RDINGE.' 
I An exception to the role that biographies ought not to be entrusted 

to near relatives. Lord Hardinge, a ICholar and an artist, bas given 
U8 an acc1ll'l\te record of his father's long and distinguished services. 
There is no filial exaggeration. The author has dealt with some con
troversial matters with skill, and bas managed to combine truth with 
tact and regard for the feelings of oth8l'8.'-TAe Saturday Rwisttl. 

• Thi8 interesting life reveals the first Lord Hardinge as a brave, 
just, able man, the very soul of honour, admired and trusted equally 
by friends and political opponents. The biographer ••• bas produced a 
most engaging volume, which is enriched by many private and official 
documents that have not before seen the light.'-TAe AnR-JClCobin. 

I Lord Hardinge has accomplished a grateful,no doubt, but, from 
the abundance of material and delicacy of certain mattera, a very 
difficult task in a workmanlike manner, marked by restraint and 
lucidity.'-PM Pall MaU Gazette. 

I His son and biographer has done his work with a true appreciation 
of proportion, and has added substantially to our knowledge of the 
Sutlej Campeign.'-Yallitu Fair. 

I The present Lord Hardinge is in lome respects exceptionally well 
qualified to tell the tale of the eventful four years ot his father's 

. Governor-Generalship.' -PM Timer. 

I It contains a full account of everything of importance in Lord 
Hardinge's military and political 'Career; it is arranged ••• so as to 
bring into special prominence his government of India; and it gives a 
lifelike and striking picture of the man.'-.A.cademy. 

, The style is clear, the treatment dispassionate, and the total result 
a manual which does credit to the interesting series in which it figureij.' 
-TM Globe. 

, The concise and vivid account which the son has given- of his 
father's career will interest many readers.'-TAe MONI,ng Pod. 

I Eminently readable for everybody. Thehi.toryis rven succinctly,. 
and the unpublished letters quoted are of real value. -PM Oolonies 
alld India. 

I Compiled from public documents, family papers, and letters, this 
brief biography gives the reader a clear idea of what Hardinge was, 
both as a soldier and as an administrator.'-T.u MancAester Exami_. 

, An admirable sketch.'-TAe N_ York Ewald • 

• The Memoir is well and concisely written, and is accompanied by 
an excellent likeness after the portrait by Sir Francis Grant.'-T.u 
QIHlcm. 
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MAJOR-GENERAL SIR OWEN BURNE'S 

'CLYDE AND STRATHNAIRN.' 

• In "Clyde and Stra~hnairn," a contribution to Sir William Hunter's 
excellen' .. .Rulen of India" leries (Onord, at the Clarendon Presl), 
Sir Owen Borne gives a lucid Iketch of the military history of tbe 
Indian Mutiny and ita suppresaion by the two great 80ldiera who give 
tbeir names to hil book. The space is limited for so large a theme, but 
Sir Owen Borne skilfullyadjOlts his treatment to his limits, and rarely 
violates the oonditions of proportion imposed upon him,'· •.• ' Sir Owen. 
Burne doea not confine himaelf exclusively to the !Iillitary narrative. 
He gives a brief sketch of the riBe and progress of the Mutiny, and 
devotes a chapter to the Reoonatrnction whicb followed its suppression.' 
••• '-well written, well proportioned, and eminently worthy of tbe 
..mea to which it belonga.'-77i" T'_. . 

'Sir Owen Borne who, by aaaociation, experience, and relations with 
one of these generals, is well qnalified for the task, writes with know
ledge, perspicuity, and fairneas.'-Saturday .&11ietD. 

, As a brief record of a momentOD8 epoch in India this little book is 
a remarkable piece of clear, concise,,and interesting writing.'-TlwI 
Colon ... and ~ndia. 

'Sir Owen Burne has written this book carefully, brightly, and 
with excellent judgment, and we in India csnnot read such a book 
without feeling that he has powerfully a.ided the accomplished ;.utor 
of the series in a truly patriotic enterprise.'-Bombay Gautte. 

f The volume on "Clyde and Strathnairn" has just appeared and 
proves to ,be a really valuable addition to the series. Considering its 
size and the extent of ground it covera it is one of the best books about 
the Indian Mutiny of which we know.'-EngliBhma ... 

• Sir Owen Burne; who has written the latest volume for Sir William 
Hunter'l " Rulera of India" series, is better qualified than any liviug 
peraon to DalTate, from a military standpoint, the ltory of the suppres
aion of the Indian Mutiny.'-Dailg T.legraplo. 

'Sir Owen Burne'. book on .. Clyde and Strathnairn" is worthy to 
rank with the best in the admirable series to which it belonga.'
Ma"c"OIltu E:tamim,. • 

• The book is admirably written; and there is probably no better 
sketch, equally brief, of the stirring events with which it deals.' 
Scot.ma .. 

f Sir Owen Borne, from the part he played in the Indian Mutiny, and 
from his long connexion with the Government of India, and from tbe 
fact tbat he was military secretary of Lord Strathna.irn both in India 
and in Ireland, is well qualified for the task which he has undertaken.'
TlwI.Atn-m. 



IDpinions of tbe ~tess 
ON 

MR. KEENE'S 'MADRA V A RAO SINDHI.A..' 
'The life of such a man should be interesting to all those who have en

tered,howeverremotely, into theinberitance ofhis labours: and Mr. Keene 
is well qualified, both by his knowledge of Indian history and his literary 
dexterity in its treatment, to do justice to his subject.'-The Times. 

'Mr. Keene has the enormous advantage, not enjoyed by every 
,producer of .. book, of knowing intimately the topic he has taken up. 
He has compreBBed into these 203 pages an immense amount of informa
tion, drawn from the best sources. and presented with much neatness and 
effect ••• Such a life was worth tracing in connection with the general 
history of the times; and that is the task which Mr. Keene has so well 
fulfilled in this concise, yet attractive, little volume. '-The Globe • 

• In this brief monograph Mr. Keene goes over the ground already tra· 
versed by him in his" Fall of the Moghul Empire." But the particular 
'Work which gi ves Sindhia hi. place. in Indian history ••• is here made 
more clearly mauifest,while the book deals almost as much in general his
tory as in biography •• It is valuable as bringing out the originality as well 
as the greatness of the unacknowledged ruler of Hindnstan .• , The book 
is interesting. " and forms a valuable addition to the series.'-Scouman. 

'Mr.Keene tells the story with knowledge and impartiality. and also 
with sufficient graphic power to make it thoroughly readable. The 
recognition of Sindhia in the "Rulers" series is just and graceful, 
and it cannot fail to give satisfaction to the educated claBSes of our 
Indian fellow-subject&.'-North British Daily Mail • 

• This is prohably the most romantio volume in the whole series, and 
the Sindhia's difference in attitude towards De Boigne and Warren 
Hastings is very interestingly stated. The history of the foundation of 
our lndian Empire receives much elucidation from this admirable 
volume.'-Lit·eryool Mercury. 
, 'Mr. H.G. Keene, C.I.E., M.A., has added a very acceptable volume to 
the popular half-crown series of works on former potentates in England's 
vast Indian dependency ••• From the signal defeat of the Marathas at 
Pallipat, in 1761, in which engagement Sindhia, after fighting valiantly, 
very nearly lost his life, until his death in 1794. his varying fortunes are 
traced.' The important affairs in which he figured so prominently, as also 
the intrigues and machinations that were directed against him, are re
corded, whilst the desirable effect of his policy in assuaging the fierce 
paBSions and civilising the habits of the people is depicted. The volume 
bea.rs inoontestable proofs of the expenditure of considerable research 
by the' author. and sustains the reputation he had already acquired 
by his co Sketch of the History of Hindustan.'''-Freeman', JouN/al. 

• Among the eighteen rulers of India included in the scheme of Sir 
William Hunter only five are natives of India, and of these the great 
Madhoji Sindhia is, with the exception of Akbar, the most illustrious. 

, Mr. H. G. Keene, a well-known and skilful writer on Indian questions. 
is fortunate in his subject, for the career of the greatest bearer of the 
historic name of Sindhia covered the exciting period from the capture 
of Delhi, the Imperial capital, by the Persian Nadir Shah, to the occu
pation of the Bame city by Lord Lake .• ,. Mr. Keene gives a lucid 
description of his subsequent policy, especially towards the English 
when he was brou~bt face to face with Warren Hastings. The conclu
Bion of hiB hostility to us was the real beginning of his own political 
career In India-'-The Daily Graphic. 



IDpinion~ of tbe ~te~~ 
ON 

SIR HENRY CUNNINGHAM'S 'EARL 
CANNING.' 

'The life of Earl Canning, the Viceroy of the Indian Mutiny, affords 
an excellent subject for a biographer who knows hisbusineBs, and 
therefore we need hardly say that "Earl Canning," by Sir H. S. 
Cunningham, K.C.I.E., is an admirable contribution to the series of 
the" Rulers of India" edited by Sir W. W. Hunter (Oxford: at the 
Clarendon Press). Sir Henry Cunningham's rare literary skill and his 
knowledge of Indian life and affairs are not now displayed for the first 
time, lind he has enjoyed exceptional advantages in dealing with hi. 
present suhject. Lord Granville, Canning's contemporary at school 
and colleague in public life and one of his oldest friends, furnished his 
biographer with notes of his reeollections of the early life of his friend. 
Sir Henry Cunningham has also been allowed access to the Diary of 
Canning's private secretary, to the Journal of his military secretary, 
and to an interesting correspondence between the Governor-General 
and his great lieutenant, Lord Law.rence. Of these exceptional ad
vant,.ges he has made excellent use, and the result is a biography 
aecond in interest to none in the series to which it belongs.' -7'''' Time.. 

, Sir Henry Cunningham's "Earl Canning'~ is a model monograph. 
The writer knows India, as well as Indian history, well; and his story 
baa a vividness which none but an Anglo-Indian could so well have 
imparted to it. It has also the advantage of being founded to a large 
extent on hitherto unused material.'-The Globe • 

• Sir .H. S. Cunningham haa succeeded in writing the history of a 
critical period in so fair and dispassionate a manner as to make it 
alm~st a matter of astonishment that the motives which he lIas so 
clearly grasped should ever have been misinterpreted, and the results 
which he indicates so grossly misjudged. Nor is the exoellence of hi. 
work less conspicuous from the literary than from the political and 
historical point of view •. The style is clear and vivid, the language 
well chosen and vigorous, the disposition of details and accessories 
striking and artistic, and, indeed, under whatever aspect the work be 
considered, it reaches the high standard of workmanship which; from 
the outset, haa been a distinguishing feature of the seriea.'-GlasgOfD 
Ewald. 

'Sir H. S. Cnnningham was fortunate, in a literary senae, in the 
particular Viceroy and period of Indian history allotted to his pen in 
tha important and valuable series of biographical volumes on " Rulers 
of India," being published at the Clarendon Press, Oxford, under the 
editorship of Sir William Wilson Hunter. In Earl Canning, first 
Viceroy of India, Sir H. S. Cunningham had a subject sufficiently 
inspiring to all who admire honour, courage, patience, wisdom, all the 
virtues and qualities which go to the building up of the character of an 
ideal English gentleman; while the episode of the Mutiny, culminating 
in the fall of Lucknow, lends itself to the more picturesque and 
graphic description. Sir H. S. Cunningham has treated his subject ade
quately. In vivid la.nguage he paints his word-pictures, and with calm 
judicial analysis he also proves himself an able critic of the actualities, 
causes, and results of the outbreak, also a temperate, just appreciator 
of the character and policy of Earl ('.anning.'-The Oourt Jouf'fIfil. 
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IDpinions of tbe Jj!)ress 
ON 

MR. DEMETRIUS BOULGER'S 'LORD 
WILLIAM BENTINCX: 

• The " Rulers of India" series has received a valuable addition in 
the biography of the late Lord William Bentinck. The .ubject of thi. 
interesting memoir was a soldier as well as a statesman. He was 
mainly instrumental in bringing about the adoption of the overland 

, route and in convincing the people of India that a main factor in Eng
lish policy was a disinterested desire for their welf .... e. Lord William'. 
despatches and minutes, severa.! of which are textually reproduced in 
Mr. Boulger's praiseworthy little book, display considerable literary 
skill and are one and all State papers of signal worth.'-DailV Tue
grap'4. 

'Mr. Boulger is no novice in dealing with Oriental history and 
Oriental affairs, and in the career of Lord William Bentinck he has 
found a theme very much to his taste, which he treats with adequate 
knowledge and literary skill.'-T!.e Times. 

, His frontier policy was conciliatory, but full of foresight. His minute 
on the subject of Afghanistan and the advance of RlIssia in Asia may 
be read with advantage to-day, nearly sixty years after it was written. 
Similarly, his observations Oil the armies of India have lost by no means 
aU of their force, and Mr. BouIger has done a public service in printing 
the document.'-Daily New •• 

I How all this was effected has been clearly and forcibly set forth by 
Mr. Boulger. Though concisely written, his memoir omits nothing 
really e88ential to .. thorough understanding and just appreciation of 
Bentinck's work, and of the results which flowed from it, even after he 
had ceased to be at the head of Indian affairs. Mr~Boulger's estimate 
of the statesman is eminently fair and dispassionate, based on a 
thorough knowledge of his administration in all its details. Altogether 
the little work is a valuable addition to a most useful series.' -Gla."!1ol. 
Herald. 

• Mr. Boulger writes clearly and well, and his volume finds an ac- . 
cepted place in the very useful and informing series which Sir William 
Wilson Hunter is editing eo ably. '-IAdtperulsnt. 

'Lord William Bentinck occupies a di.tinct place among Indian 
Governors-General. His rule may be regarded as the commencement of 
an epoch. Mr. Boulger has not to t.ll a stirring story of war and conquest, 
but the record of Lord William Bentinck's domestic reforms, by which he 
began the regeneration of India, is as deeply interesting and certainly 
as well worth studying as any chapter of preceding Indian history. 
Mr. Boulger haa produced an excellent brief history of the period, and 
a clLvitailife of the Governor-General. The volume i. one of the seriel 
of" Rulers of India," and none of them is better worthy of perusal.'
T'4eScotsmaft. 

• Mr. BouIger, it should be added, has done his work with care and 
judgment.'-Globe. 



SDpinion~ of tfJe ~te~$ 
0111 

SIR LEPEL GRIFFIN'S' RANJIT SINGlI.' 
• Sir Lepel Griffin treats hiB topic with thorough -m3ll·tery, and hi. 

account of the famous· Mahltrajl1 and his times is, consequently, one of 
the most valuable as well as interesting volumes of the series of which 
it forms a parl.'-The Globe. 

• We can. thoroughly praise Sir Lepel Griffin's work as an accurate 
and appreciative account of the beginnings and growth of the Sikh 
religion and of the temporal power founded upon it hy a strong and 
remorseless chierts.in.'-The Ti1l1£ll. 

• One of the b .. t books receotly published on any Indian questioo.'
TAe Mancltuter Guardian. 

• The reading public has here the essence of all that is wGrth kOGw. 
ing about the period.'-The Glasgow Evening NetJJB. 

• From first to last it is a model of what such a work should be, and 
a classic. The book is one of the most interesting historical sketches 
ever given to the puhlic, and illuBtmted thro:.'jhout by a unique 
acquaintance with the subject, and exquisite point. -The St. Stephen', 
RevielD. 

• Sir Lepel has done justice to one Gfthe most interesting and pic
turesque episodes of Indian history. In every respect, but perhaps 
most of all from the point of view Gf the geneml reader whG does not. 
wholly subordinate enjoyment to instruction, the volume is a most 
acceptable addition to the series.'-The GlaegolD Herald. 

• The monograph could not have been entrusted to more capable 
handa than those of Sir Lepel Griffin, who spent his official life in the 
Punjauh, and is an expert in all the knowledge appertaining to a 

. thorough acquaintance, practical and bookish, with that province. This 
is an excell~nt sketch of Ranjit Singh, hi. people, and his short-lived 
kingdom.'-The Scotoman. 

• At once the shortest and best history of the rise and fall of the 
Sikh monarchy.'-The Nortll. British Daily Mail. 

• An excellent piece of work--<l8ndid, discrimineting, and well
balanced.'-The Yorkshire Post. 

I Not only a biography of the Napoleon of the EaBt, but a luminous 
picture of his country; the chapter on Sikh Theocracy heing a notable 
example of compact thought. For grasp of subject, careful treatment, 
and charm of narration, this volume is second to none in the aeries. It 
may fairly be .aid to II apeak volumes," and possesses an exceptional 
value as being by our chief authority on Punjab mattera.'-Th. Liver· 
pool Mercury. . 

I The career of no Indian ruler since the Moghul Aurungzebe aud 
the Mahratta Sivaji presents a finer subject for the historian; and i£ 
would be difficult to find a writer better qualified than Sir Lepel Griffin 
to deal with such a Bubject.'-The St. James', Gazette. 

• A truly masterly account of Ranjit Singh and the short-lived Sikb 
monarchy of Lahore.'-The World. 

• The sketch is in every respect a masterly one, and proves iii! author 
.to be capable of producing something on a larger scale that would be 
unsurpassed among histories of our great dependency.'-ThB Literary 
World. 
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£Opinions of tbe ~ress 
011' 

MR. J. S. COTTON'S' MOUNTSTUART 
ELPHINSTONE.' 

• Sir William Huuter, the editor of the series to which thi. book 
belong., was happily inspired when he entrusted the Life of Elphin
stone, one of the moat scholarly of Indian rulers, to Mr. Cotton, who, 
himself a scholar of merit and repute, is brought by the nature of his 
daily avocations into close and constant relations with scholars .••• W 9 

live in an age in which none but specialists can afford to give more time 
to the memoirs of even the most distinguished Anglo-Indians than will 
be occnpied by reading Mr. Cotton's two hundred pages. He has per
formed his task with great skill and good sense. This is just the kind 
of Life of himself which tbe wise, kindly, high-souled man, who is the 
subject of it, would read with pleasure in the Elysian Fields.'-Sjr M. 
E. Grant Duff, in The Academy. 

• To so inspiring a theme few writers are better qualified to do ample 
justice than the author of "The Decennial Statement ofthe Moral and 
Material Progress and Condition of India." Sir T. Colebrooke's larger 
biography of Elphinstone aIfpeals maiuly to Indian specialists, but 
Mr. Cotton's slighter sketch is admirably adapted to satisfy the growing 
demand for a knowledge of Indian history and of the personalities of 
Anglo-Indian statesmen which Sir William Hunter has done 80 much 
to create.'-The Timu. 

• This is the story of a brilliant life, brilliantly told. Mr. Cotton has 
a crisp style, a wide knowledge of Indian ~story, and a strong sympathy 
for his hero.'-The Pall Mall Gazett& 

• Mr. Cotton's" Life of Mountstuart Elphinstone" is one of the most 
readable of the valuable volumes that have appeared in the series of 
"Rulers of India." Mr. Cotton has avoided tediousness by the con
densation of matter, and has secured the interest and close attention of 
his reader by a bright and nimble style which carries him along with 
quite exhilarating rapidity, yet without skipping the really salient 
features of the period.'-The Scotsman. 

• Mr. Cotton has evidently performed a congenial task in writing 
this excellent little biography, for he has produced a volume 80 pleasant 
to read that it can scarcely be the result of labour a"aainst the grain. 
He has given us an account of the public career of a man who, though 
he declined the post of Governor-General, well deserves to rank among 
the ablest .. Rulers of India," and of those literary pursuits which occu
pied Elphinstone's spare time during his period of office, and bore good 
and abiding fruit both in his despatches and his historical work.' - The 
Journal of Educati08. 

'The author has evidently taken great pains to make the book what 
a monograph of the kind ought to be; and those who are familiar with 
Anglo-Indian history during the early part of the cnrrent century will 
appreciate the praise we offer when we say that he has succeeded in 
making it worthy of its subject.'-The World. 

, A masterpiece of skilful and sympathetic workmanship •••• Such 
a life could scarcely be told without exciting interest: told as it is by 
Mr. Cotton, it combines all the qualities of that oft-abused word-fas
cination.'-The Queen. 



SlDpinion5 of tbe n!>ress 
o. 

n. MORSE STEPHENS' 'ALBUQUERQ~.' 
, Mr. StepbBDS' able and instructive monograph ••• We may commend 

Mr. Morae StephBDS' volume, both as an adequate somma.ry of au 
importan' period in the history of the relations between Asia aud 
Europe, and as a suggestive tre&went of tbe problem or wby Portugal 
failed and England succeeded in founding an Indian Empire.'-Tie 
Time&. 

'Mr. H. Morse Stephens baa made a very'readable book out of the 
foundation of the Portugueee power in India. According to the 
practice or the series to which it belongs it is called a life of AfToIlBO de 
Albuquerque, but the Governor is only the central and most important 
figure in a brief history of the Portngneee in the East down to the time 
when the Dutch and English intruded on their preserves ••• A plea
santly-written and trnstworthy book on an interesting man and time.' 
-Tie Saturday .RerietD. 

, Mr. Morae StephBDS' A~ is a solid piece of work. well put 
together, and full ofinteren.'-TAe AtA<mcnm. 

, Mr. Morae Stephens' studies in Indian and Portuguese history have 
thorouglUy well qualified him for approaching the subject ••• He has 
presented the facts of Albuquerque's career, and sketehed the ,events 
marking the rule of his predecessor .Almeida, and of his immediate 
auCC88llOrs in the Governorship and Viceroyalty of India in a oompact, 
lucid, and deeply interesting form.'-TAe Scotmta •• 

SIR CHARLES AITCHISON'S 'LORD LA. WRENCE,' 
'No man knows the policy, principles, and character of John 

Lawrence better than Sir Charles Aitchison. The salient features 
and vital principles of his work as a ruler, first in the Punjab, and 
afterwards as Viceroy, are set forth with remarkable clearn88B.'-
8cotlmlan. 

'A most admirable sketch of the guest work done by Sir John 
Lawrence, who not only ruled India, but saved it.'-MancAutcr 
.Eo:amilWlr. 

'Sir Charles Aitchison's uarrative is uuiformly marked by directness, 
order, clearness, and grasp; it throws additional light into certain 
nooks of Indian affairs; and it leaves upon the mind a very vivid 
and complete impression of Lord Lawrence's vigorous, resourceful, 
discerning, and valiant personality.'-NetDcaatlt Daily Cilronicie. 

• Sir Charles knows the Punjab thoroughly, and has made this little 
book all the more interesting b:r hi. account of tbe Punjab under John 
Lawrence and his subordinates. -York.Mre POIt. 



IDpinions of tbe Jl!)ress 
ON 

MAJOR ROSS OF BLADENSBURG'S 
'MARQUESS OF HASTINGS.' 

I Major Ross of Bladensburg treats his subject skilfully and aUrac
tively, and his biography of Lord Hastings worthily sustains the high 
reputation of the Series in which it appears.'-The Tim.,.. 

'This monograph is entitled to rank with the hest of the Series, the 
compiler having dealt capably and even brilliantly with hi. materials.' 
-Engluk Mail. • 

I Instinct with interest.'-Gltl8golD Evening NewB. 
I As readable as it is instructive.'-Globe. 
I A truly admirable monograph:-GltI8gow HB'rald. 
I Major Ross has done his work admirably, and bids fair to be one of 

the best writers the Army of our day has given to the country •••• A 
most acceptable and entrancing little volume.'-Daily Chronicle. 

'It is a volume ·that merits the IJighest praise. Major Ross of 
Bladensburg has represented Lord Hastin"as and his work in India 
in the right light, faithfully described the country as it was, and in 
a masterly manner makes one realize how important was the period 
covered by this volume:-Manckeater CouriB'r. 

I This excellent monograph ought not to be overlooked by anyone 
who would fully learn the history of British rule in India.' -MancAeater 
ExaminB'r. 

MR. S. LANE-POOLE'S ~ AURANGZiB.' 
I There is no period in Eastern history so full of sensation as the 

reign of Aurangzib •••• Mr. Lane-Poole tell. this story admirably; 
indeed, it were difficult to imagine it better told.'-National OlneMJw. 

'Mr. Lane·Poole writes learnedly, lucidly, and vigorously •••• He 
draws an extremely vivid picture of Aurangzlb, his strange ascetic 
character, his intrepid courage, his remorseless overthrow of his 
kinsmen, his brilliant court, and his disastrous policy; and he describes 
the gradual decline- of the Mogul power from Akbar to Aurangzib 
with genuine historical insight.'-Timu. 

I A well-knit and capable sketch of one of the most remarkable, 
perhaps the most interesting, of the Mogul Emperors.-Saturday RerietD. 
, • As a study of the man himself, Mr. Lane-Poole's work is marked 

by a vigour and originality of thought which give it a very exceptional 
value among works on the subject:-Gla.rgolD Hwald. . 

I The most popular and most picturesque account that has yet 
appeared ••• a picture of much clearness and force.'-Globe. 

I A notable sketch, at once scholarly and interesting.'-English Mail • 
• Noone is better qualified than Mr. Stauley Lane-Poole to take up 

the history and to depict the character of the last of the great Mogul 
monarchs •••• Aurangzib·s career is ever a fascinating study:
HOtMNetOlI • 

• The author gives a description of the famous city of Sbah Jaban, 
its palaces, and the ceremonies and pageants of which they were the 
lcene. ••• Mr. Lane-Poole's well·written monograph presents all the most· 
~istinoLive features of Aurangz{b'soharaoterand career.'-Morning Pod. 



IDpinions of tbe Jl3teSs 
ON 

CAPT. TROTTER'S' EARL OF AUCKLAND.' 
• A vivid acc.ount .of the causes, conduct, and c.onsequences .of .. the 

oostly, fruitless, and unrighte.ous" Afghan War.of .1838.'-St. Ja.mes's 
Ga.zette. 

• T.o write such a m.on.ograph was a thankless task, but it has been 
acc.omplished with Ilntire success by Captain L. J. Tretter. He ha. 
dealt calmly and clearly with Lord Auckland's policy, d.omestic and 
military, with its financial results, and with the general tendency. of 
Lord Auckland's rule.'-YQrkshire Post. 

• To this distressing st.ory (.of the First Afghan War) Captain Trotter 
dev.otes the major porti.on of his pages. He tells it well and f.orcibly; 
but is drawn, perhaps unaveidably, into the discussion <>f many topics 
of contr.oversy which, to s.ome readers, may seem te be hardly 1\8 yet 
finally decided •••• It is .only fair te add that twe chapters are dev.otsd 
t.o II Lord Auckland's Demestic Policy," and te his relati.ons with 
.. The Native States .of India".' -The Time,. 

'Capt"in Tretter's Ba,.! 0/ Auckland is a mest interesting bo.ok, and 
Its excellence as a cendensed, yet lumin.ous, history of the first Afghan 
War deserve. warm recogniti.on.'-Scotaman. 

• It peints a m.oral which .our Indian Rulers cann.ot afford to f.or~et 
Ie leng as they still have Russia and Afghanistan t.o count with.
GlaSgOfD Herald. 

Supplementa.ry Volume: price 3" 6cl. 

'JAMES THOMASON,' BY SIR RICHARD· 
TEMPLE:' 

'Sir R. Temple's b.o.ok p.ossesses a high value as a dutiful and 
interesting mem.orial .of a man .of lefty ideall, whose expl.oits were 
n.one the less mem.ornble because achieved exclusively in the field 
.of peaceful administration.'-Pimes. 

, It is the peculiar distinctien .of this work that it interest. a reader 
1es. in the .official tban in the man himself.'-Scot .. ma ... 

• This is a m.ost interesting bo.ok: to these wh.o knew India, and 
knew the man, it i • .of unparalleled interest, but ne .one wh.o bas 
the Imperial instinct which bas taught the English t.o rule subject 
races "for their .own welfare" can fail t.o be struck by the simple 
greatness of this chn.racter.'-Pal! Mall Gazette. • 

• Mr. Themas.on was a great Indian statesman. He systematised 
tbe revenue system .of the N .orth-West Pr.ovinces, and improved every 
branch .of the administrati.on. He was remarkable; like many great 
Indians, fer the eamestnes • .of his religi.ous faith, and Sir Richard 
Temple brings this out in an admirable manner.'-Brit"''' Weekly. 

• The book is "a p.ortrait drawn by the hand .of affecti.on," of one 
wh.ose life was "a pattern "f hew a Christian man .ought to live." 
Special pr.ominence is given to the religi.ous aspects .of Mr. Th.omas.on'. 
charncter, and the relIult is a very readable biographical skutoh.'
OhriBUa.n. .' 



URV_ wi tA~ • Ruler. 0/ IndiA' &ria, 31. 6d. 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE INDIAN 
PEOPLES. 

SrAImABD EDl'rIoJl' {TwmrrIBru), JlBVIlW) '1'0 1892. 
SKvJurry-BIGH'l"B TBou8A!ID. 

. This Edition incorporates ~e soggestiODS received by ~e author 
&om Directon of Public Instruction and other educational au~oritiea 
in India; ita statistilS are brougM down to ~e Censos of IB9I; .... d 
ita narrative, to 1892. The work has received ~e emphatic approval 
of ~e organ of the English School BoanIs, .... d has been translated 
into five languages. n is largely employed for educational purposes in 
Europe and America and as a ten-book prescribed by ~e U nivenity 
of Calcutta for its Entrance Examination &om 1886 to IB9I. 

• .. A Brief History of ~e Indian Peoples," by W. W. Honter, pre
sents a 8011; of hird's-eye view both of India and of ita people &om the 
earliest dawn of historical records • • • • A work of authority and of 
origioal valoe.·-TM Dcdly N_ (London). 

'Dr. Hunter may be said to have presented a compaci epitome of the 
resolts of his reseat'Ches into the early history of India; a 8ubjec\ upon 
which his nowledge is at once ezceptionally wide and exceedingly 
thorol1gh.'-~ 8col8raaR. 

c Within the compass of some 250 pages we know of no history of the 
people of India so concise, 80 interesting, and EO useful for educational 
purpoeee as this.'-Th~ 8cAool Board Ch,rorHck (London). 

• For ita sise and subject th""" is not a better written or more trusi
worthy history in existeoce.'-~ JOfImal of Edlll:Glitm., 

'SothoroughlyrevisedastoentiUe it to separate notice.'-TAe Ti_ 
c Dr. Hanter's history, if brief, is comprehensive. n is a storehouse 

of facts marshalled in a masterly style; and presented. as history 
shoold be, without the slightest suspicion of I,rejudice or soggesUon of 
partisanship. Dr. Hunter observes a style of severe simplicity, which 
is the secret of an impressive presentation of detaila.·-TM Dail, 
R~11ietD (Edinbmgh). 

• By far the best manual of Indian motory that has hitherto been 
published, and quite equal to any of the Historical Series for Schools 
edited by Dr. Freeman. We trust that it will soon be read in all the 
schools in this Presidency.'-TlII Timu of India. 

Extract &om a criticism by Edward Giles, Esq., Inspector of Schools, 
Northern Division, BOmbay Presidency:-' What we require is a 
book which shall be accurata as to facts. bu~ not overloaded with 
them; writ~n in a style which shall interest, attract, .... d guide un
clllti9l'ted readers; and short, because it mus\ be sold at a reasonable 
price. These conditions have never, in my opinion, been realized 
previous to the introduction of U1is book.' 

I Tbe publication of the Hon. W. W. Hnnter· ... School matory of 
India";s an event in literary history.·-.ReU .t Ra~t (C&!cutta). 

• He has succeeded in writing a history of India, not only in such a 
way that it will be read. but also in a way which we hope will 1.-.1 
young Englishmen and young natives of India to think more kindly 
of each other. The C&!cutta Uniyer>lity h ... done wist\iy in prescribing 
this brief history as a tat-hook for the EnIiraD08 Exami .... tiOD.·-f'u 
Hiruloo PtUriol (Calcutta). 
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