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PREFACE. 

-
DURING 'the present year three folio volumes of 

, Letters, Despatches and other State Papers preserve? 
in the Foreign Department of the Government of India, 

1772-1785,' have been printed by Authority, under 

the careful editing of Mr. George W. Forrest. The 

period covers the entire rule of Warren Hastings. 

The present volume endeavours to exhibit for the 

first time the actual work of that great Governor­

General, as reviewed from the firm standpoint of the 

original records now made available to the students 

of Indian history. 
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£Opinions of tbe ~tcgS 
OM 

SIR: Wll.LIAM HUNTER'S 'DALHOUSIE." 
• An interesting IIIId uteedingly readable TOlume. •••• Sir William 

Hunter has produced a Yaluable work about an importllllt epoch in 
English history in India, IIIId he has gifl!D us a pleasing insight into the 
character of a remarkable Englishman. The" Rulers of India .. series, 
which he has initiated, thus makes a successful beginning in his hIIIIds 
,.·ith ODe who lIIIIb among the greatest of the great lllUUes which will 
be associated with the subjec:t.'- TM TiIII4s. 

• To 110 one is the credit f~ the improved conditiOll of pu.blic intelli­
geoce [~India] more due thaa to Sir William Hunter. From 
the beginDiIlg ol his career as l1li lndiaD Civilian he has deToted a rare 
literary faculty to the task of enlightenin~' conntrymeJl 011 the subject 
of Englaad's greatest depeDdency. • • • iuspiriug a small army of 
fellow-labomus with his OWll spirit, by in ucing them to conform to his 
own method, IIIId shapin~ a huge agglomeratiOll of facts iIlto a lucid IIIId 
intelligible system, Sir \\. Hunter has brought India and its iunumer-



.oPINIONS OF THE PRESS ON 'DALHOUSIE' (continued). 

able interests within the pale of achievable knowledge. and has given 
definite shape to the truths which its history establishes and the 
problems which it suggests ••.. Such contribntions to literature are apt to 
be taken as a matter of conrse, becanse their highest merit is to conceal 
the labour, and skill, and knowledge involved in their production; bnt 
they raise the whole level of public intelligence, and generate an 
atmosphere in which the baleful influences of folly, ignorance, prejudice, 
and presumption dwindle and disappear •••. No one we think, who fairly 
studies Sir W. Hunter's exact and lucid narrative of these transactions. 
can question the result which he seeks to establish-namely, that Lord 
Dalhousie merely carried out with moderation and skill a policy 
deliberately adopted by the Government before his arrival in the country 
-a policy the strict legality of which cannot be disputed, and whicbwas 
inspired by the growing sense that sovereigns exist, not for their own 
enjoyment, buf for the happiness of their subjects.'-Saturday Review. 

, Admirably calculated to impart in a concise and agreeable form a clear 
general outline of the history of our great Indian Empire.' -Economist. 

, A skilful and most attractive picture •••• The author has made good 
use lIf public and private documents, and has enjoyed the privilege of 
being aided by the deceased statesman's family. His little work is, 
consequently. a valuable contribution to modem history.' -'-Acatkmy. 

'The book should command a wide circle of readers, not only for its 
author's sake and that of its subject, but partly at least on account of the 
very attractive way in which it has been published at the moderate price 
of half-a-crown. But it is; of course, by its intrinsic merits alone that 
a work of this nature should be judged. And those merits are everywhere 
conspicuous •... A writer whose thorough mastery of all Indian subjects 
has been acquired by years of practical experience and patient research.'­
The Atlztnf1!Um. 

'Never have we been so much impressed by the great literary 
abilities of Sir William Hunter as we have been by the perusal of 
The Marquess- 0/ Dallzousie . ..• The knowledge displayed by the 
writer of the motives of Lord Dalhousie's action, of the inner working 
of his mind, is so complete, that Lord Dalhousie himself, were he living, 
could not state them more clearly. In the next place the argument 
throughout the book is so lucid, based so entirely upon facts, resting 
upon official documents and other evidences not to be controverted, 
that the opponents of Lord Dalhousie's policy will be sorely put to it 
to make a case against him .••• Sir William Hunter's style is so clear. 
his langnage so vivid. and yet so simple, conveying the impressions he 
wishes so perspicuously that they cannot but be understood, that the 
work must have a place in every library, in every house, we might say 
indeed every cottage.'-Evening News. 

, Sir William Hunter has written an admirable little volume on "The 
Marquess of Dalhousie" for his series of the .. Rulers of India." It can 
be read at a sitting. yet its references-expressed or implied-suggest 
the study and observation of half a life-tirne.'-TIze Daily News. 

, A brilliantly written account of the life and work of that able ruler 
of men, the Marquis of Dalhousie •••• A very remarkable and excellent 
volume.'-Asiati& Quarterly Review. 



£Opinions of tbe J.l!)re$$ 
ON 

COLONEL MALLESON'S 'AKBAR.' 
• Colonel M aUeson's interesting monograph on Akbar in the" Rnlers 

of India" (Clarendon Press) should more than satisfy the general 
reader. Colonel Malleson traces the origin and foundation of the 
Mughal Empire; and, as an introduction to the history of Muhammadan 
India, the book leaves nothing to be desired.'-St.James's Gazel/e. 

• Colonel Malleson has done well to tell his story succinctly and 
sympathetically. Akbar was certainly a great man; and the great man 
will show himself great in spite of creed and tradition:-Nonconformist. 

• The chief interest of the book lies in the later chapters, in which 
Colonel Malleson presents an interesting and singt\larly pleasing pictnre 
of the great Emperor himself and the principles which governed his 
enlightened and humane administration.'-Lilerary World. 

• It is almost superfluous to say that the book is characterised by the 
narrative vigour and the extensive familiarity with Indian history to 
which the readers of Colonel Malleson's other works are accustomed.'-
G/aSIfUW Herald. • 

• This volume will. no doubt, be welcomed, even by experts in Indian 
history, in the light of a new, clear, and terse rendering of an old, but 
not worn·ont theme. It is a worthy and valuable addition to Sir. W. 
Hunter's promising series.'-Atkenaum. 

• Colonel Malleson has broken ground new to the general reader. 
The story of Akbar is briefly but clearly told, with an account of what 
he was and what he did, and how he found and how he left India •.. 
The native chronicles of the reign are many, and from them it is still 
possible, as Colonel Malleson has shown, to construct a living portrait 
of this great and mighty potentate.'-Scols Observer. 

II 

£Opinions 'of tbe J.l!)re$$ 
ON 

COLONEL MALLESON'S 'DUPLEIX.' 
• In the character of Dupleix there was the element of greatness that 

contact with India seems to have generated in so many European minds. 
French as well as English, and a broad capacity for government, which, 
if suffered to have full play, might have ended in giving the whole of 
Southern India to France. Even as it was, Colonel Malleson shows 
how narrowly the prize slipped from French grasp. In 1783 the 
Treaty of Versailles arrived just in time to save the British power from 
extinction.'-Times. 

• Colonel Malleson's Life of Dupleix, which has heen jnst published, 
though his estimate of his hero differs in some respects from Lord 
Stanhope's and Lord Macaulay's, may be accepted as, on the whole, a 
fairly faithful portraiture of the prophetic genius to whom the possibility 
of a great Indo·European Empire first revealed itself. Had the French 
profited by all the advantages they possessed when Clive exchanged the 
counting-house for the army, the history of India, and perhaps Qf, 
Europe also, might have been dilIerent.'-Slandard (leading article). 



'Wlorhs b\? <:taptain \trotter. 
STUDIES IN BIOGRAPHY. 

• Captain Trotter has a ready pen and a keen appreciation of eharacter.' 
-Notes and Queries. 

e Extremely well written and entertaining biographies.'-Public 
Opinion. , 

e Sensible, clear and Buent.' -Spec/ator. 
e The study of Pitt is wellnigh exbaustive.'-Westminster Review. 
• Captain Trotter writes Buently and thinks wortbily.'-Pall ~Iall 

Gazette. 
e Thoughtful and discriminating papers.'-Dublin Univ. lIIagazine. 

HISTORY OF INDIA UNDER QUEEN VICTORIA, 
FROM 1836 TO 1880 (2 voIs.). , 

e His chapters are never dun, and are often picturesque.'-Grapkie. 
'Clearly, ably, and brightly written.'-Trutk. 
, Th .. , generous and liberal spirit whieh animates the writer.'­

Blackwood's Magazine. 
• He writes Bowingly and is never dull. By clear exposition and 

a light touch he contrives to make even his less attractive topics 
interesting.'-Englisk Historical Review. 

'No part of these volumes will be read with greater interest than 
the story,of the Mutiny; it is told simply and with mueh force.'­
Saturday Rroiew. 

• There is no other record of the same period so complete, so full, 
so easily intelligible, and so easily read.' -Scotsman. 

'Numerous as are the histories of India dealing with this period 
we do not hesita.te to say that none approaches this one in completeness, 
accuracy, and intense and sustained interest.'-Luerary World. 

HISTORY OF INDIA FROM THE EARLIEST 
TIMES. 

NEW EDITION, REVISED AND ENLARGED (I vol.). 
• this is a new and enlarged edition of a book which, in its original 

form, was undoubtedly one of the most popular histories of India tbat 
had yet been written.'-Home News. 

(For notices of the first edition see Times, Spectator, Saturday 
Rroit'lIJ, Academy, Brit. Quarterly Rro;ew, &c,) 

LIFE' OF THE MARQUIS OF DALHOVSIE. 
• This valuable addition to popular literatnre.'-Atken.nm •. 
• Captain Trotter is not the first writer who has vindicated his 

[Dalhousie's] memory; but he has done it fearlessly and well.'­
Saturday Rro;ew. 

WARREN HASTINGS: A BIOGRAPHY. 
, As a piece of literary work this book has high merits. • •• It is 

a valuable contribution to history, and should be read by every one 
as a corrective to Macaulay.'-WlWld. 


