


Dhananjayarao Oidgil Library 

IIIIIIIIIIIIIII~ jllllllllllllllllllll~ 
GIPE-PUNE-002931 



BUILDERS OF 
GREATER BRITAIN 

EDITED BY H. F; WILSON, M.A. 
Barrist ... -at-La.v 

Lat. Fellow 0/ Trinity Colle g" Camlwid/fl 
Legal Assistant at til. Colonial Ot!ice 



BUILDERS OF GREATER BRITAIN 

I. SIR WALTER RALEGH; the British Dominion of 
the West. By MARTIN A. S. HUME. 

2. SIR THOMAS MAITLAND; the Mastery of the 
Mediterranean. By WALTER FREWEN LORD. 

3. JOHN AND SEBASTIAN CABOT; the Discovery of 
North America. By C. RAYMOND BEAZLEY, M.A. 

4. EDWARD GIBBON WAKEFIELD; the Coloni
zation of South· Australia and New Zealand. By 
R. GARNETT, C.B., LL.D . 

. S. LORD CLIVE; the Foundation of British Rule in 
India. By Sir A. J. ARBUTHNOT, K.C.S.I. C.I.E. 

6. RAJAH BROOKE; the Englishman as Ruler of an 
Eastern State. B~Sir SPENSER ST JOHN, G. C. M. G. 

7. ADMIRAL PHILLIP; the Founding of New South 
Wales. By LoUIS BECKE and WALTER JEFFERY. 

8. SIR STAMFORD RAFFLES; England in the Far 
East. By the EDITOR. 



Builders 
of 

Greater Britain 

LORD CLIVE 





Prinled in P.ria 



LORD CLIVE 
THE FOUNDATION OF BRITISH RULE IN 

INDIA 

BY 

SIR ALEX~NDER JOHN ARBUTHNOT 
K.C.S.I. and C.I.E. 

Lalel" a Membw 0/ tke C.uncil .r Ind;,. 

AUTHOR OF 

A MEMOIR OP SIR THOMAS MUNRO 

LONDON 

T. FISHER UNWIN 

PATERNOSTER SQUARE 

1899 



COPJ'rig4t by T. Fis,," Unwin. 1897./01' Grlal Brilain and 

,A, United Stales 0/ A""rica 

L7 



PREFACE 

IF Sir Walter Ralegh, as Mr Martin Hume 
described him in the volume with which the 
present series began, was the man who laid 
the foundation stone of the Colonial Empire 
of Great Britain, Clive may be called with 
not less truth, in the words of Sir Alfred 
Lyall, 'the man to whom above all others 
the English are indebted for the foundation 
of our Empire in India.' 

There have been few men who have so 
rapidly established such a repQ.tation as was 
achieved by Clive very shortly after he had 
reached his twenty-sixth year. The son of a 
small and impoverished country squire, belong
ing to a family which, although old, had never 
previously been distinguished, Robert Clive in 
a remarkably short .. time won for it a name 
'second to none in the l1istory of the world. 

It is the object of this brief memoir to show 
how this came ab~ut, to describe the salient 

. points in Clive's career, and to explain how 
entirely it was owing to Clive that the place 

xi 
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now filled by the British Raj in India was not 
occupied in the middle of the last century by 
the French. 

Landing in India in September 174+, Clive 
in little more than five years, by his remark
able defence of Arcot, had proved himself an 
able soldier, and in less than a year and a half 
later was able to return to England recognised 
by his immediate masters, the Directors of the 
East India Company, as the one man in their 
service most fitted to be entrusted with high 
military command. In a very few years more 
it was felt, not only in India and by persons 
interested in and acquainted with Indian affairs, 
but by English statesmen as well, by such men 
as the elder Pitt, by George Grenville and 
others, that the talents- of the young soldier 
were by no means confined to the camp, but 
that he was as able in council as he was skilful 
in strategy and daring in fight. 

And when we reflect upon his death at the 
early age of forty-nine, after a persecution 
which, whatever may have been his errors, it 
is difficult to read of without shame, we can 
hardly avoid the conclusion that of the many 
sad and discreditable incidents which, in this 
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and other countries, disfigured the latter part 
of the eighteenth century, one of the not least 
deplorable Was the attack made by his country
men upon the founder of our Indian Empire. 

Regarding Clive's career, opinions of the 
most diverse kinds have been and stili are 
entertained. According to James Mill, the 
leading historian of British India, Clive was 
artful, tricky and exceedingly quarrelsome.....:
an opinion which is not, however, shared by 
Mill's annotator, Horace Hayman. Wilson. 
And strange to say, when dealing with the 
Parliamentary. proceedings against Clive, Mill 
denounces them in-language which might have 
been used by Clive's warmest supporters. 

Marshman, an essentially fair writer, bears a 
high tribute to Clive's lofty genius, and de
nounces the ingratitude which embittered the 
closing years of his life. 

Clive's first biographer, Caraccioli, appears to 
have written for the sole purpose of attacking 
him both in his public and in his private life. 

Sir John Malcolm, on the other hand, defends 
almost ~very incident of his career, including 
the fictitious treaty with Omichand. 

Of the two more recent memoirs, that by the 
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late Colonel Malleson, while doing ample justice 
to Clive's genius and services, dwells unduly, 
as I think, upon what he describes as Oive's 
baser nature, and upon the defects of his early 
training and the disastrous influence on his 
subsequent career, of his idleness and wildness 
as a schoolboy. That Clive as a schoolboy 
was idle and somewhat wild may be freely 
admitted, but it must not be forgotten that 
one of his masters predicted with remarkable 
foresight that he would rise to eminence, and 
that the use which he made of the Governor's 
library at Madras is hardly consistent with the 
theory that when he attained to manhood his 
mind was in the absolutely uncultured condi
tion which Colonel Malleson attributed to him. 
The adjective' base' is the last that should be 
used in reference to Clive. He was doubtless 
at times unscrupulous, but what he did he never 
attempted to conceal, nor was there anything 
in his conduct or his character to which the 
term 'base' could fitly be applied. I believe 
that most students of Clive's life would greatly 
prefer the opinion of Sir Charles Wilson, who, 
writing eight years later than Colonel Malleson, 
ends a memoir, of which the interest is only 
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equalled by the care and accuracy which have 
been brought to bear upon it, by affirming 
that 'among the' many illustrious men whom 
India has produced, none is greater than the 
first of her soldier-statesmen, whose successful 
career marks an era in the history of England 
and of the world.' 

There is one question in connection with this 
biography which perhaps may not unreasonably 
be asked. While so many Lives of Clive have 
been published, the last only eight years ago, 
what is the need of another? It certainly 
cannot be said that any new facts have been 
discovered which would justify the publication 
of another Life of Clive. The answer is, and 
I think it is a sufficient answer, that a series 
which deals with the Builders of Greater Britain 
would be obviously incomplete if it did not 
include a memoir of the man who gave to 
England her greatest dependency. 

It should be mentioned that at some points 
the present memoir closely follows the com
paratively brief article on Clive which I con
tributed eleven years ago to the Dictionary 

. of National Biography, although a very large 
portion of it consists of entirely new matter. 
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The two principal speeches made by Clive 
during the Parliamentary enquiry, which are 
no longer available in a form' accessible to the 
public, have been reprinted in this volume. 

The best acknowledgments of the Editor 
and myself are due to the Earl of Powis for his 
permission to reproduce the portrait of Lord 
Clive at Powis Castle as a frontispiece, to Mr 
Lionel Cust, Director of the National Portrait 
Gallery, for his advice in connection there
with, and to Mr A. Story-Maskelyne of the 
Public Record Office, for assistance kindly 
rendered with regard to the two pedigrees 
which form Appendices IV. and V., and have 
been carefully compiled from printed sources. 
In preparing the m.aps, which are founded 
upon two of those by J uland Danvers, 
appended to Vol. VI. of Thornton's History 
of the British Empire in India, valuable help 
has been given by Mr Thomas, Assistant 
Librarian, and Mr Foster of the Registry and 
Record Department, at the India Office. 

ALEX. J. ARBUTHNOT. 

NEWTOWN HOUSI!, 

NEWBURY, O(tQ/;(r 1898. 
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APPENDICES 

APPENDIX I 

IN the course of a debate in the House of Commons. 
on a motion made by Mr Sullivan, then deputy-cllair
man of the East India Company, under date the 30th 
March 1771, for leave to bring in a Bill fOr the better. 
regulation of the afFairs of the East India Company 
and for the due administration of justice in Bengal, 
Lord Clive made the following speech =-

Sir, it is with great diffidence that I attempt to 

speak to this House, but I lind mysClf so particularly 
called upon that I must make the attempt, though I 
should expose myself in so doing. \Vith what c0n

fidence can I venture to give my sentiments upon a 
subject of such national consequence, who myself 
stand charged with having been the cause of the 
present m~choly situation of the Company's affairs 
in Bengall This House can have no reliance on my 
opinion whilst such an impression remains unremoved. 
The House will therefore give me the leave to remove 
this impression, and to endeavour to restore myself to 

their favourable opinion, which, I flatter myself, they 
entertained of my conduct befOre these charges were 

exhibited ~<rainst me. Nor do I wish· to lay my 
all 
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conduct before the members of this House only-I 
speak likewise to my country in general, upon whom 
I put myself, not only without reluctance, but with 
alacrity. 

It is well known th~t I was called upon, in the year 
1764, by a General Court, to undertake the manage
ment of the Company's affairs in Bengal when they 
were in a very critical and dangerous situation. It is 
as well known that my circumstances were independ
ent and afHuent. Happy in the sense of my past 
conduct and services, happy in my family, happy in 
my connections, happy in everything but my health, 
which I lost in the Company's service, never to be 
regained. This situation, this happiness, I relin
quished at the call of the Company, to go to a far
distant, unhealthy climate, to undertake the envious 
task of reformation. My enemies will suppose that 
I was actuated by mercenary motives. But this 
House and my country at large wil~ I hope, think 
more liberally. They will conceive that I undertook 
this expedition from a principle of gratitude, from a 
point of honour, and from a desire of doing essential 
service to that .Company under whose auspices I had 
acquired my fortune and my fame. 

My prospects on going abroad were by no means 
pleasing or enco~aging; for after a violent contest, 
thirteen Directors only were chosen who thought 
favourably of my endeavours to serve the Company; 
the other eleven, however well tbey might wish to 
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the Company, were not willing that their good 
purposes should be accomplished by me. They first 
gave all' possible obstruction to my acceptance of the 
government, and afterwards declined investing me 
with those powers 'without which I could not have 
acted effectually for the benefit of the Company. 
Upon my arrival in Benga~ I found the powers 
given were so loosely and jesuitically worded that 
they were immediately contested by the Council. I 
was determined, however, to put the most extensive 
construction upon them, because I was determ,ined to 
do my duty to my country. 

Three paths were before me. One ~as strewed 
with abundance of fair advantages. I might have put 
myself at the head of the Government as I found 
it. I might have encouraged the resolution which 
the gentlemen had taken, not to execute the new 
covenants which prohibited the receipt of presents; 
and although I had executed the covenants myself, 
I might have contrived to return to England with an 
immense fon:une infamously added to the one before 
honourably obtained. 'Such an increase of wealth 
might have added to my weight in this country, but 
it would not have added to my peace of mind; because 
all men of honour and sentiment would have justly 
condemned me. 

Finding my powers thus disputed, I might in despair 
have given up the commonwealth and have left 
Bengal without_making an effort to save it. Such 
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conduct would have been deemed the effect of folly 
and cowardice. 

The third path was intricate. Dangers and diffi
culties were on every side. But I resolved to pursue 
it. In short, I was determined to do my duty to 
the public although I should incur the odium of 
the whole settlement. The welfare of the Com
pany required a vigorous exertion, and I took the 
resolution of cleansing the Augean stable. 

It was that conduct which has occasioned the 
public papers to teem with scur~i1ity and abuse 
against me, ever since my return to England. It 
was that conduct which occasioned these charges. 
But it was that conduct which enables me now, 
when the day of judgment is come, to look my 
judges in the face. It was that conduct which 
enables me now to lay my hand upon my heart 
and most solemnly to declare to this House, to the 
gallery and to the whole world at large, that I 
never, in a single instance, lost sight of what I 
thought the honour and true interest of my country 
and the Company; that I was never guilty of any 
acts of violence or oppression, unless the bringing 
offenders to justice can be deemed so; that, as to 
extortion, such an idea never entered into my mind; 
that I did not suffer those under me to commit any 
acts of violence, oppression or extortion; that my 
influence was never employed for the advantage of 
any man, contrary to the strictest principles of honour 
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and justice; and that, so far from reaping any benefit 
myself from the' expedition, I returned to England 
many thousand pounds out of pocket-a fact of 
which this House will presently be convinced. 

The House wi1~ I hope, permit me to lay before 
them a state of the charges I have alluded to, as well 
as of the manner in which they were conveyed to me. 

The first public intimation I had of them was by 
the following letter from the Company's secretary:-

'EAST INDIA Hous!:, 7t" ':Jan, l77z. 

, My LORD,-The Court of Directors of the East 
India Company having lately received several papers 
contai!J.ing charges respecting the management of the 
Company's affairs in Bengal, wherein your Lordship 
is made a party, I am ~ommanded to send· you the 
enclosed copies thereof, and at the same time to 
acquaint your Lordship that, if you have any observa
tions to make thereon, the Court of Directors would 
be glad to receive them as expeditiously as may be 
convenient to your LOI'dship.-1 am, with great 
respect, my Lord, etc., etc. 

, P. MITCHELL, Sec. 
'The Right HOD. LORD CLIVI:,' 

My reply was to the Court of Directors as follows :

'GENTLEMEN,-I have received a letter from your 
secretary inclosing copies of several papers,which he 
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informs me were lately received by you, containing 
charges respecting the management of the Company's 
affairs in Bengal, wherein 1 am made a party; and at 
the same time acquainting me that, if I have any 
observations to make thereon, you will be glad to 
receive them as expeditiously as may be convenient 
to me. 

, You have not been pleased to inform me from 
whom you received those papers; to what end they 
were laid before you; what resolution you have come 
to concerning them; nor for what purpose you expect 
my observations upon them. 

'I shall, however, observe to you that upon the 
public records of the Company, where the whole of 
my conduct is stated, you may nnd a sufficient con
futation of the charges which you have transmitted to 
me. And 1 cannot but suppose that if any part of 
my conduct had been injurious to the service, contra
dictory -to niy engagements with the Company, or 
even mysterious to you, four years and a half since my 
arrival in England would not have elapsed before your 
duty would have impelled you to call me to account. 
-I am, gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

, CLIVE. 

• To the HOD. the CovaT or D,uero .. .' 

The charges 1 shall brieBy state in the following 
order :-

First, a monopoly of cotton. Trade was not my 
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~ My line has been military and political. 
I owe all I have in the world to my having been 
at the head of an army; and as to cotton-I bow 
no more about it than th4; Pope of Rome. 

The second clw-ge ~02inst me is a monopoly of 
diamonds. And this also I shall ~t rid of in a few 
words.. There are only two channds by which a 
servant of the Company can, with propriety, remit 
his fortune. The one, by paying the money into 
the tre:asury in India, and receiving bills upon the 
Company, payable in Engbnd; the other, by 
diamonds. 

By the acquisition of the Dirin., and the SUtteS5-

ful endea\'ours of the Select Committee, the Company's 
tre:asury was so rich that we could not hue been 
justiGed in drawing bills upon the Company_ It was 
n~ I should, in some mode, remit the amount 
of my J~t>Ir- For ~ purpose, and for this only, I 
sent an ~<>ent into a clisbnt and independent country 
to make purchaes of diamonds. Those diamonds 
were not sent home clandestindy; I caused them to 
be registered; I paid the duties upon them, and these 
remittances, upon the whole, 1Um out three per cent. 
worse thm bills of exchan~ upon the Company_ 
This is all I bow of a monopoly of diamonds. 

The third charge is fraucls in the c:xchan~ and in 
the gold coinage. This is a Subject very much out of 
my sphere. I am totally unacquainted with the pr0-

portions of alloy and the mixture of metals. All I 
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can speak to is the principle upon which we formed 
the plan of a gold coinage. 

Everybody knows that silver is the only current 
coin in Bengal, and that gold is merely a species of 
merchandise. The Select Committee, apprehensive 
that the prodigious annual drains of silver to China 
and other places would soon occasion a scarcity of 
that metal in Bengal, considered of means to obviate 
the bad effect of those exports. We knew that there 
must be great quantities of gold in the country, and 
we hoped to make it circulate in coin. Hence the 
establishment of the gold currency. Whether it 
answered our purpose or not I cannot say, as I did 
not remain in Bengal long enough to experience the 
effect of it. But this I know, that the assay and mint 
master, hy whose judgment we were guided, was a 
very able and a. very honest man, and has, I under-

. stand, given a full and satisfactory explanation of his 
plan to the Court of Directors. With regard to 
myself, I shan only assert that I did not receive a 
farthing advantage from it, and that I never sent a 
single rupee or gold mohur to be coined in my life. 

The fourth charge has this extraordinary title
A monopoly of salt, betel nut and tobacco, and 
other commodities, which occasioned the late famine. 
How a monopoly of salt, betel nut and tobacco in 
the years 1765 and 1766 could occasion a want of 
rain and scarcity of rice in the year 1770, is past 
my comprehension. I confess I cannot answer that 
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part of this artic~e. And as to other commodities, as 
they have not been specified I cannot. say anything 
to them. But with regard to the monopoly (as it 
is called) of salt, betel nut and tobacco, I will 
endeavour to explain the whole of that matter, and 
the House will permit me to dwell the longer upon 
it, as it is a point particularly insisted on by my 
adversaries. It is: a part of my conduct that may 
be objected to by those who are unacquainted with 
the subject. I know it has been. misunderstood and 
misrepresented even by some of my friends. They 
have imputed it to an error of judgment. Now, 
however ready I shall always be to acknowledge such 
an error, yet I hope to convince this House that no 
part of my conduct has been more unexceptionable, 
and that the plan, if it had been adopted by the 
Court. of Directors, and strictly adhered to by the 
Government in Bengal, would have proved not only 
advantageous to' the Company, but also beneficial to 
the country; but the Court of Directors, alarmed 
at the word monopoly, seem never to have examined, 
and I am sure never thoroughly comprehended, the 
principles and effect of it. 

Many years ago an expensive embassy was sent 
to Delhi to obtain certain grants and privileges from 
the Great Moghul in favour of the East India 
Company, and amongst others was obtained the 
privilege of trading duty free. 'The servants were 
indulged with this privilege under the sanction of 
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the Company's name. The Company never carried 
on any inland trade; their commerce has been con
fined to exports and imports only. it is impossible 
that the servants should have a more extensive right 
than the Company itself ever had. Yet they claimed 
a privilege of carrying on an inland trade duty free. 
The absurdity of a privilege so ruinous to the natives, 
and so prejudicial to the revenues of the country, 
is obvious. At the revolution in 1757 no such claim 
was set up, nor was any such trade carried on publicly, 
or to "my knowledge, during my government which 
ended in the beginning of the year 1760. 

The first appearance of this claim was in Governor 
Vansittart's time. The Nawab KAsim Ali Khan 
strongly objected to it, representing to the Governor 
and Council the fatal consequences to the black 
merchants and to the revenues of his country. Mr 
Vansittart was sensible of the justice of the N awab's 
complaints, and soon after entered into articles of 
agreement that the English should carryon an 
inland trade in salt, paying a duty of nine per cent., 
which in fact was no remedy to the evi~ because the 
natives paid infinitely more. The Council disavowed 
this act of Mr Vansittart, and insisted upon their 
right to all inland trade duty free. The Nawab, 
enraged, threw open the trade throughout his country, 
and abolished all duties, in order that his own 
subjects might trade upon an equal footing with 
the English. This on the other hand disobliged the 
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Council, who insisted that the Nawab should not 
suffer even his own subjects to trade duty free, but 
that the English alone should enjoy that privilege. 
These transactions were not clearly known to the 
Court of Directors till the year 1762, when they 
disapproved of them in the strongest terms, positively 
forbidding their servants to carry on any inland 
trade whatsoever. It was nevertheless continued, and 
with exemption from duties except in the, article of 
salt; upon which a duty of two and a half per cent. 
only was agreed to be paid, by _a treaty with the 
Nawab Mir Jafar, after the deposition of Kasim 
Ali Khan. 

Although the Court of Directors had been of 
opinion that the inland trade ought to be totally
abolished, they, as well as the Proprietors, thought 
the Company's servants might be indulged in it under 
certain restrictions and regulations. In consequence 
of this idea, the General Court, on the 18th of May 
1764, came to the following resolution:-

'Resolved that it be recommended to the Court
of Directors to re-consider the orders sent -to Bengal 
relative to the trade of -the- Company's servants 
in the articles of salt, betel nut and tobacco; and 
that they- do give such directions for regulating the 
same, agreeable to the interest of the Company and 
Subab, as to them may appear most prudent; either 
by settling here at home the restrictions under which 
this trade ought to be carried on; or by referring 

g 
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it to the Governor and Council of Fort William 
to regulate this important point in such I manner 
as may prevent all future disputes betwixt the Subah 
and the Company.' 

This resolution was supported by the Court of 
Directors, who in their general letter to the Governor 
and Council, dated 1St of June J 764, at the time I 
went out to India, issued the following orders:-

Par. 54. 'For the reasons given in our letter of the 
8th of February last, we were then induced to send 
positive orders to put a final and effectual end to 

the inland trade in salt, betel nut and tobacco, and 
all other articles whatsoever, produced and consumed 
in the country. To the remarks we made in that 
letter we must add one observation, which is, it 
appears very extraordinary that in a trade 80 

extremely lucrative to individuals, the interest of 
the Company should not have been at all attended 
to or considered. 

55. 'Those orders were sent, it is true" before 
we received the new treaty you entered into with 

Mlr Jafar Ali KhAn, upon his re-establishment 
in the Subahship, in which it is agreed that the 
English shall carryon their trade, by mean. of their 
own dustick, free from all duties, taxes and 
impositions in all parts of the country, excepting 
the article of salt, on which a duty of two and I half 
per cent. il to be levied on the rowanna or Hughli 
market price; wherein it is further agreed that the 
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late perwannahs issued by Kasim Ali Khan, grant-
ing to alI merchants the exemption of all duties 
for the space of two years, shall be reversed and 
called in, and the duties collected as before. 

56. 'These are terms which appear to be so very 
injurious to the Nawab and to the natives that they 
cannot, in the very nature of them, tend to anything 
but the producing general heartburnings and dis~ 

satisfaction; and consequently there can b~ little 
reason to expect th!: tranquillity of the country can 
be permanent. The orders, therefore, in our said 
letter of the 8th of February are to remain in force 
until a more equitable and satisfactory plan can be 
formed and adopted, which, as it is impossible for us 
to frame here, destitute as we are of the information 
and lights necessary to guide us in settling such an 
important affair-

57. 'You are therefore hereby ordered and directed, 
as soon after the receipt of this as may be convenient, 
to consult the N awab as to the manner of carrying 
on the inland trade in salt, betel nut and tobacco, 
and the other articles produced and consumed in the 
country, which may be most to his Satisfaction . and· 
advantage, the interest .ofthe Company, and likewise 
of the Company's servants. 

58. C You are thereupon to form a proper and 
equitable plan for carrying on the said trade, and 
transmit the ~ame to us, accompanied by such 
explanations, observations and remarks as may enable 
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us to give our sentiments and directions thereupon in 
a full and explicit manner. 

59. 'In doing this, as before observed, you are to 
have a particular regard to the interest and entire 
satisfaction of the Nawab, both with respect to his 
revenues and the proper support of his government; 
in short, this plan must be settled with his free will 
and consent, and in such a manner as not to afford 
any just grounds for complaint. 

60. 'In the next place, the utmost care and 
attention must be bestowed in forming the said plan, 
that in some proper mode or shape a just and equit
able consideration be secured for the Company. 

61. 'If any inconveniences shall be apprehended to 
arise to the Company's investments upon carrying 
on such an inland trade, you are to give us your full 
thoughts thereupon, and in what manner they may 
be obviated. 

62. 'You are to give your impartial and unbiassed 
thoughts, also, whether the carrying on this inland 
trade may affect the just rights and privileges of the 
French, Dutch or any other Europeans, and thereby 
tend to draw on any national altercations and embroils, 
which are by all means to be avoided in forming 
the said plan; therefore you are to be particularly 
careful to prevent these, or any other evils of the 
like kind.' 

Notwithstanding these authorities, it has been 
asserted that the Select Committee in Bengal, when 
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they framed a plan for carrying on the trade in 
salt, betel nut and tobacco, acted in disobedience 
to the orders of the Company~ And to support 
this assertion, partial extracts have been produced 
of some of the Company's letters, which were in 
fact written in answer to those proceedings of 
former administrations in Bengal, of which I have 
already given some description. 

When the Select Committee assembled in Bengal, 
they were determined upon a thorough reformation. 
They were determined at all events to do their duty. 

It is necessary the House should know that there 
are but two ways by which gentlemen can acquire 
.fortunes in Bengal-by the inland trade, and by 
presents. The export and import trade had been 
for some years dwindling away, and was not worth 
the attention of the servants. It was carried on 
chiefly by free merchants and free mariners, and 
they could scarcely live by it. The inland trade 
was, as I have shown, permitted to be carried on 
upon some equitable plan for the benefit of the 
Company, who had hitherto received no advantage 
from it, and likewise for the benefit of the -Com
pany's servants, who hitherto had swallowed up 
the whole. 

With regard to the receipt of presents: that mode 
of raising a fortune was intended to be prevented 
by the new covenants. But we must consider a 
little the nature of the funds for presents. Every 
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revolution in Bengal was attended with some 
diminution of the Nawab's authority, and with 
some advantages to the Company. Kasim Ali 
Khan, upon the deposition of Mlr Jafar, was 
obliged to make over to the Company territorial 
possessions to the amount of between six and seven 
hundred thousand pounds per annum. Mlr Jafar, 
when he was reinstated in the Subahship, added 
above sixty thousand pounds a month more for 
the support of our army during the war; so that 
the Company became possessed of one-half of the 
Nawab's revenues. The Nawab was allowed to 
collect the other half for himself. But in fact he 
was no more than a banker for the Company's 
servants, who could draw upon him as often and 
to what amount they pleased. 

The new covenants, indeed, which prohibited the 
receipt of presents, were intended to prevent this 
mode of raising fortunes; but the Select Committee 
went much deeper; they struck at the root of 
the evil by procuring the whole for the Company, 
which totally deprived the servants of this resource. 

It was not expedient, however, to draw the reins 
too tight. It was not expedient that the Company's 
servants should pass from affluence to beggary. It 
was necessary that some emoluments should accrue 
to the servants in genera~ and more especially to 
those in superior stations, who were to assist in 
carrying on the measures of government. The 
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salary of a councillor is, I think, scarcely three 
hundred pounds per annum: and it is well known 
that he cannot live in that country for less than 
three thousand pounds. The same proportion holds 
among the other servants. It was requisite,- there
fore, that an establishmeht should take place; and 
the Select Committee, after the most mature deliber
ation, judged that the trade in salt, betel nut and 
tobacco, under proper regulations, might effectually 
answer the purpose. The great object of our con
sideration was, whether this trade could be regulated 
for the advantage of the Company, and also for 
the Company's servants, without oppressing the 
natives. We thought it could. The House will 
observe that I make no mention of the Nawab, 
because the Company, to whom the revenues now 
belonged, stood in his shoes, a circumstance which 
seems - never to have been thoroughly adverted to 

. by the Directors, even·to this day. 
Had we only formed our plan and deferred the 

execution of it till the pleasure of - the Court of 
Directors should be known, all the gentlemen in 
their service must in the meantime have been 
totally unprovided for. But the declared intention 
of the Company was that the trade in salt, betel 
nut and tobacco should be regulated, not only 
for their own advantage, but for the advantage of 
their servants. A plan was accordingly framed. I 
was up the country at the time, employed in 
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scttling the treaty of peace with Sujah ul Daulah, 
and obtaining from the Moghul the grant of the 
Diw!ni. The plan was framed principally by Mr 
Sumner, who took the medium price of salt 
throughout the country for above twenty years 
past, and fixed the price at from twelve to fifteen 
per cent. below that medium. Hence it was not 
probable that any grievance should fall upon the 
poor; and the plan was settled for one year only, 
that we might have an early opportunity of com
pleting afterwards what was originally intended as 
an experiment. A duty, however, of thirty-five per 
cent. upon salt was established for the Company, 
which amounted to about £ I'J.O,OOO per annum; 
and all the Company's scrvants except writers, and 
also all the field officers of the army, had shares, 
according to their respective rank. But I soon 
found there was some defect in this plan. It was 
really a monopoly. The trade was taken out of 
the hands of some of the merchants. The propor
tion of the Company'. servants was too large, the 
duty to the Company was too small. The agents 
appointed to sell the salt had made an improper 
use of their power; they had not strictly kept up 
to their contract, which was that they should 
receive five per cent. u~on the laIc of salt as a 
recompense for their trouble, and that they should 
not enter into any trade for themselves, under a 
very scvere penalty. 
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I therefore proposed a plan for the next year, 
which I think destroyed every idea of monopoly. 
The society, instead of employing agents up the 
country to dispose of the salt, were to sell it at 
Calcutta, and at the places where it was made, to 
the black merchants only, who were each limited 
to a· certain quantity of purchase, and tied down 
to a price for sale at every market town. The 
duty to the Company was now established at fifty 
per cent., which would produce [.160,000 per 
annum; the black merchants were to have the 
liberty of transporting the salt all over the country, 
free from every taxation or obstruction; and the 
strictest orders were issued that no Englishmen, or 
their agents, should directly or indirectly have any 
further concern in it. 

With r!!gard to the price, I must inform the 
House that in Bengal salt stands the maker in 
about 250 6d. per maund by the time it reaches 
Calcutta. A maund is 80 pounds. The duty to 
the Company, and the advantages to the servants, 
were stated at about 2S. 6d. more, which 
makes upon the whole one hundred per cent. 
Salt in England, I am told, stands the maker in 
about 8d. per bushel, or 56 pounds; and the duty 
is 3s. 4-d. per bushel, which is five hundred 
per cent. I have inquired into the salt trade in 
England. I think we settled it upon rather a 
better footing in India; for the quantity to be 
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bought by anyone dealer was lixed, and the 
price at which it was to be sold in every town 
throughout the kingdom, according to the distance 
from the salt pans, was also fixed. 

In London, salt is sold at 5s. a bushel, which 
is something less than a penny a pound. In India, 
salt is sold by the maund, which is, as I have said, 
80 pounds, and it comes to a rupee, or 2S. 6d., a 
maund, all expenses paid, exclusive of the duty. 
The duty, as I have informed the House, is 2S. 6d. 
more. 

Now, I will suppose that salt in Bengal sold under 
the second year's plan at the very price lixed by the 
lirst year's plan, then it would stand the consumer 
in about three farthings a pound at Calcutta, a penny 
a pound at distant places, and five farthings a pound 
at Patna, which is one of the most distant parts, being 
about 1200 miles by water from Calcutta. 

The, whole quantity of salt contracted for by the 
society was 2+ lakhs of maunds, which, multiplied 
by 80 for the number of maunds in a pound, make 
192 millions of pounds. The number of inhabitants 
I shall take upon the hon. member's (Mr Sullivan) 
computation, that is to say, 15 millions. I strike 
off 5 millions for infants and accidents. Then 
divide the 192 millions of pounds by the other 10 
millions of inhabitants, and we shall lind the quantity 
of salt consumed in one year, by the rich and by the 
poor, will be under 20 pounds each. To give the 
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argument itS utmost scope, I allow 20 pounds to the 
poor as well ·as to the rich man, although it is certain 
he does .not consume half the quantity. These 20 

pounds will cost the individual at Calcutta rather 
less than· IS. 3d., in the centre of the provinces, 
IS. 8d., and at Patna, the greatest distance, rather' 
less than 2S. 6d. This is the utmost of every man's 
expense in the' year for salt. 

The lowest wages in Bengal are 2 rupees a 
month, which is 24 rupees, or £3 per annum. The 
poor man can scarcely be said to be at any other 
expense than for eating. They drink nothing but 
water; they wear no clothes; the houses are built 
with mud or clay, thatched with straw. Now, I 
leave the Hoqse to judge whether the expense of 
from IS. 3d. to 2S. 6d. a year for 20 pounds of salt, 
even to these the very poorest of the inhabitants, can 
be a grievance. The eyes of the world have been 
blinded by publications. The matter of fact is this: 
the grievance fell upon a number of black merchants 
who used to live by that trade, for the Company's 
servants not only monopolised the ·salt, but, by virtue 
of their influence and power, bought it at what price 
they pleased, and sold it at what price they pleased. 

To indulge my enemies to the utmost, I will allow 
for a moment, although it is not so, that in the inter
mediate time, between the farming of the salt trade 
by a Mussulman (for it was always a monopoly in 
the hands of Khoja Vazid, or some person or persons 
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who paid large sums of money to the Naw!b or his 
Ministers for the exclusive privilege) and the regula
tions established by the Select .Committee, salt was 
sold somewhat cheaper. What does that infer? It 
infers only this, that the Company's servants, by virtue 
of their power and authority, exonerated the salt ot 
all those duties and exactions which it was formerly 
subject· to, amounting, perhaps, to two hundred per 
cent., and then made a merit of selling it cheaper to 
the inhabitants; as if a set of men in this country, 
by their power and influence, were to decline paying 
the duty of five hundred per cent. to Government, 
and then boast of selling it at a lower price than had 
been usual. In fact, when the salt was what has been 
called an open trade, it was then the most monopolised, 
because the Company's servants traded in it to what 
extent and advantage they thought proper, as indeed 
they did in every other article of inland trade. 

In short, the Select Committee established their 
plan upon experience and a thorough knowledge of 
the Company's interest, and the conduct of the Court 
of Directors in abolishing it was founded upon ob
stinacy and ignorance. 

A ~hort history of the conduct of these gentlemen 
will set the matter in its proper light. 

I have said before that the Directors disapproved 
of the trade in salt, betel nut and tobacco carried on 
by the servants from the nrst moment that they 
became acquainted with it. 
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They positively and repeatedly ordered that they 
should have no concern in it, directly or indirectly. 
They declared that it was an infringement of the 
rights of the natives, that they had consulted the sages 
in the law, and that the servants were liable to pro
secution for persevering in that illicit trade. After 
this, they agreed that the Select Committee .should 
regulate this trade in such a manner as might be 
advantageous to the Company. and their servants with
out injury to the Nawab. The Committee did regu
late- it; a very large profit was established for the 
Company. The servants, also, were amply provided 
for, and no oppression (under the Committee's regula. 
tion) could possiblyfall upon the people of the country. 
The Court of Directors disapproved of our plan, and 
did not substitute any in the room of it, neither did 
they establish any duties. They issued orders that 
their servants, who acted as sovereigns, should totally 
relinquish this trade themselves, and endeavour to 
prevent its being monopolised by any rich overgrown 
merchant of the country. They meant that it should 
be laid open to the natives, and to them only, not 
seeing that their orders could not extend to the 
servants of foreign companies, who would, of course, 
gain considerably by that trade, of which the English 
were to be deprived; 

-In November 1767, and not before, the Court of 
Directors- came to a determination of allowing their 
servants, in lieu of this trade, two and a half per cent. 
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upon the revenues. They then also, for the first 
time, thought of establishing a duty upon salt. They 
proposed fixing it so as that it should produce to the 
Company 1.31,000 per annum. At this time I was 
in England; I heard accidentally what was in agita
tion. I expostulated with the Court of Directors by 
letter; I represented to them that they were doing 
the most manifest injury to the Company i that if 
those advantages which the Select Committee had 
proposed for the servants were disapproved of, they 
ought to be enjoyed by the Company; that those 
advantages and the duties together would amount to 
1.300,000 per annum, which I thought no incon
siderable object. I further represented to them that 
although they should give the servants two and a half 
per cent. on the revenues in lieu of the salt trade, the 
gentlemen might still trade in that article, under the 
names of their banyans or black agents, to what 
extent they pleased. To these representations they 
paid no other attention than that of altering the pro
posed duty from 1.31,000 to I. 120,000 per annum. 
What was the consequence 1 The servants received 
the two and a half per cent. on the revenues; they 
traded in salt as much as ever, but without paying 
the duty, and I am well informed that the Company, 
from the time of the abolition of the Committee'. 
plan to this hour, have not received a shilling duty. 
Finally, the Court of Director. lu/fered this branch 
of trade to revert to the very channel from whence 
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had flowed all those abuses and all those. misfortunes 
which they had so loudly complained of. This trade, 
contrary to their own ideas of equity to the natives, 
and contrary to the advice of the sages of the law, is 
now laid open to the English, and to every European, 
as well as native, inhabitant of Bengal, Behar and 
Orissa. The consequences of this we are still to 
learn. As the case stands at present, the Court of 
Directors have in all this time (fi!e years) given up 
no less than 1.1,500,000, which the Company ought 
to have received if the emoluments taken from the 
servants had been added to the duty proposed by the 
Select Committee. And in this sum is not included 
the two and a half per cent. commission granted out 
of the revenues. 

Having thus stated everything material relative to 
this matter, I submit to the consideration of the House 
whether the plan adopted by the Committee was for 
the benefit of the Company or not. The House will 
observe that I have spoken of the salt trade only. I 
omit mentioning the betel nut and tobacco trade, 
because the former is not an advantageous article 
in comparison with the salt trade, and the latter, 
although a part of the plan of the Committee, was 
totally relinquished. 

The Governor and Council are accused of having 
entered into a combmation, by bond, to support the 
society in spite of any orders from home. . Mr Bolts, 
in his book, has given a copy of the bond. The 
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substance of the bond was stated in the public pro
ceedings of the Board sent to England for the in
formation of the Directors, and we applied to them 
for permission to renew the bond annually, if the 
plan of the salt trade met with their approbation. 
In that bond the committee of trade made themselves 
responsible for the duties. The contract for the 
making of salt ran for a year. The society, there
fore, could not be abolished before the end of the year, 
which was the first of September; and nothing more 
seems necessary to prove we had no idea of conteSting 
any orders from home, but that on the contrary we 
resolved to obey, than to read to the House the 
following resolution of the Select Committee:-

'Resolved, that the society of trade shall be 
abolished, and the inland trade totally relinquished on 
the first day of September next, but that we fully 
express our sentiments in our next advices to the 
Company, respecting the advantages which would 
result to the service and to the country from the con
tinuance of this trade under the present restrictions.' 

This resolution also confutes a particular accus
ation against myself; for the gentleman who laid 
the charges before the Court of Directors has roundly 
asserted that, although the Company disapproved of 
the plan of the society, no order was issued during 

_ my government for abolishing it. 
I must in this case beg leave to inform the House 

that I, as Governor, had a proportion of advantage 
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in this trade. What that proportion was, and in 
what manner I disposed of it, shall be clearly and 
accurately stated before I sit down. 

I shall now proceed to the next charge against me, 
which is peculation of revenues. And here I must 
have recourse to a minute of mine, which stands 
recorded in the India House, because I think it 
will explain this matter much more fully than I can 
do by word of mouth, and the House will see in that 
minute the ground-work of part of a Bill proposed 
to be brought in for the regulation of the Company's 
affairs abroad. 

'LORD CLIVE'S MINUTE. 

'Our attention as a Select Committee, invested 
with extraordinary powers by the Court of Directors, 
has been constantly engaged in reforming the abuses 
which had crept into the several departments of this 
Government. The important work has been steadily 
prosecuted with zeal, diligence and disinterestedness 
on our parts; and the success of our labour gives us 
reason to hope that our employers will be of opinion 
we have established many useful and necessary reg
ulations. Many others, however, are still wanting to 
complete our plan; but I doubt not that the same 
principles which have hitherto guided our conduct 
will continue to direct and justify the measures we 
have yet to pursue. . 

'To place the President in such a situation as will 
R 
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render his Government honourable to himself and 
advantageous to the Company, appears to me an 
object of as much consequence as any that has been 
taken into our consideration. Where such immense 
revenues are concerned, where power and authority 
are so enlarged, and where the eye of justice and 
equity should be ever watchful, a Governor ought not 
to be embarrassed with private business; he ought 
to be free from every occupation in which his judg
ment can possibly be biassed by his interest. The 
extensive commercial affairs, the study of the finances, 
the politics of the country, the epistolary correspond
ence, the proceedings of Council and Committee, 
these are sufficient to employ every moment of his 
time, and I am confident they cannot be conducted 
with the requisite attention to the Company's in
terest if the mind of the Governor be diverted by 
complicated mercantile affairs of his own. 

'If we look back on those unhappy dissensions 
which have frequently brought the Company's pos
sessions in Bengal almost to the point of destruction, 
we shall find that they have generally proceeded from 
the conduct of Governors, who, too eager in the 
pursuit of private interest, have involved themselves 
in affairs which could not be reconciled to the strict 
principles of integrity. To prevent scrutinies and 
discoveries which might" in any degree affect their 
honour, they' have· frequently been reduced to the 
necessity of conniving at abuses which would other-
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wise have been brought to light and remedied. The 
wdfare of this great Company should be the sole study 
of a Governor; attached to that point alone, his 
measures could never be thwarted by the malice of 
opposition, because they would all be proposed for the 
public good; and actions will always be justified or 
condemned from the principles on which they are 
founded. 

'Such a state of independency and honour must 
be highly eligible to a Governor; and in my opinion 
it can only be acquired by cutting off all possibility 
of his benefiting himself either by trade, or by that 
influence which his power necessarily gives him in 
these opulent provinces. 

'I therefore propose that the Governor shall in 
the most public manner, in the presence of all the 
Company's servants, the mayor and aldermen, and 
free merchants, assemble at the mayor's court, take 
the oath and execute the penalty bond annexed. 

'The consideration I have proposed is, one and one
eighth per cent. upon the revenues; excepting those 
arising from the Company's own lands at Calcutta, 
Burdwan, Midnapore and Chittagong. 

'Although by these means a Governor will not be 
able to amass a fortune of a million or half a million 
in the space of two or three years, yet he will 
acquire a very handsome independency, and be in 
that very situation which a man of nice honour aDd 
true zeal for the service would wish to possess. Thus 
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situated, he may defy all opposition in Council: he 
will have nothing to ask, nothing to propose, but 
what he means for the advantage of his employers; 
he may defy the law, because there can be no 
foundation for a bill of discovery; and he may 
defy the obloquy of the world, because there can 
be nothing censurable in his conduct. In short, if 
stability can be insured to such a Government as 
this, where riches have been acquired in abundance, 
in a small space of time, by all ways and means, and 
by men with or without capacities, it must be effected 
by a Governor thus restricted, and I shall think it 
an honour, if my proposal be approved, to set the 
first example.' 

In the bond herein mentioned, and which I executed, 
was inserted a penalty of [,150,000 : [,50,000 of which 
was to go to the informer, and [,100,000 to the 
Company, if the Governor should be convicted 
of having benefited himself, directly or indirectly, 
beyond that commission. In addition to this was 
an oath to the same purport, and of as solemn 
a nature as could be devised. There were a few 
necessary exceptions in the bond and in the oath. 
The common interest for money was permitted to 
be received till remittances could be obtained. The 
purchase of diamonds for remittance to England 
was allowed, and such presents as might be received 
under the new covenants. were also allowed. But 
of this last exception I did not avail myself; for after 
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I had executed the bond, every, the most trifling, 
present, even to the 'value of 6d., was brought to the· 
Company's credit. 

A circumstance' of allegation against me is brought 
from 'a letter I wrote to the Court of Directors 
before I went abroad, in which I had expressed 
my disapprobation of the. commission of two .and a 
half per cent. t.hat had been granted to Governor 
Vansittart on the Company's territorial possessions, 
notwithstanding which I had received a commission 
of one and one-eighth myself. The case was this: the 
Court of Directors did not think proper to restrain 
Mr Vansittart in any respect or degree. He executed 
no penalty bond. He took no restricted oath. He 
had unlimited liberty to receive presents, to trade 
to any amount; and he 'had this commission of two 
and a half per cent. on the Company's territorial 
possessions- into the bargain; in short, he was at 
liberty to make what fortune he pleased. N ow, the 
commission of one and one-eighth per cent. which I 
received was an establishment proposed. not only for 
myself, but for all future governors in lieu of ~very~ 
thing, in consequence of giving up every emolument 
whatsoever that might be made in that station. The 
Court of Directors, so far from disapproving of this 
commission, continued it to my successor. 

Another charge is, that I took to myself these 
advantages arising from the salt trade, and the one 
and one-eighth commission, although I had declared 
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in the letter which I have just alluded to that I had 
no interested motives in accepting the government. 
With what justice this can be alleged against me, 
the House may immediately determine. 

I carried out three gentlemen with me. These 
gentlemen I certainly meant to serve, but I meant to 
serve them in a way that should be honourable for 
themselves and honourable for me, and that should 
at the same time be consistent with the interest of 
the Company. One was Mr Maskelyne, a relation 
of mine. A friendship commenced between us in 
our early years. We began life together. We 
were both of us writers in the Company's service 
in the year 1745; we were both made prisoners in 
Madras, when it was taken by M. La Bourdonnais; 
we made our escape together; ~e then entered 
into the military service together as ensigns; we 
served together at the siege of Pondicherry; we went 
into the field together; but our fates were very 
different; he was a Second time taken prisoner. This 
misfortune put a stop to all his prospects, whilst I 
went on in a career of success. He continued in 
the civil and military service till he was of the rank 
of Council, and after fifteen years' service in India, 
was obliged by ill health to return to his native 
country, not worth 1.3000 in the world. I thought 
him entitled to some share of my affiuence, but what 
I did for him was not sufficient to make his circum
stances perfectly independent; for these reasons 1 
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took him with me· on my last expedition. Another 
gentleman was my secretary, now a member of this 
House. He was recommended to me by one of the 
greatest men in .the kingdom, now no more, Mr 
Grenville. Many and great are' the obligations I 
have been under to him, but the greatest of all the 
obligations was his having recommended me to this 
gentleman. Without his abilities and indefatigable 
industry, I could never have gone through my great 
and arduous undertaking, and in serving me he 
served the Company. The third gentleman was Mr 
Ingham, a surgeon, who quitted a profession of some 
hundreds a year to accompany me to Bengal. 

I stood in a particular point of view; my situation 
was nice and critical; the eyes of the whole settle
ment were upon me. It was difficult for me to take 
any steps with regard to those gentlemen with~ut 
being condemned. They had executed no covenants; 
I might have suffered them to receive presents to any 
amount: the world would then have said that I 
carried them out with me in order to evade my own 
covenants, and to receive presents for me, as well 
as for themselves. I might have granted them the 
privilege of trade, the advantage of which, under my 
favour and credit, might have been to any amount. 
The objection to this also was obvious: it would have 
been said that my own interest was at the bottom; 
that they traded under my influence; and that the 
extent of their concerns 'interfered with persons who 
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had a better right. It was therefore determined that 
they should not benefit themselves a farthing but by 
what they should receive from my hands. 

My share, as Governor, in the salt society, and also 
the manner in which it was disposed of, were publicly 
known both here and abroad before my return to 
England; and yet this latter has of late been con
sidered as something clandestine. But I Jhink I can 
prove to the satisfaction of this House that it was 
known to everybody. 

In the beginning of the year 1767, a General Court 
was called for the purpose of rewarding my services. 
A continuation of ten years of the Jaglr was proposed. 
In opposition to this, some people urged that I was 
benefiting myself largely abroad. A friend of mine, 
an hon. member of this House, hereupon read to the 
Court an extract from a letter he had received from 
me upon that subject. Before the question was 
balloted for, he printed this letter in handbills, and 
also published it repeatedly in all the newspapers. I 
have one of them, which was printed at that time, 
now in my hands, and with permission will read it. 

'That his lordship has been adding to his fortune 
abrQad is most untrue; his friends defy the bitterest 
of his enemies to support the charge. A solemn 
asseveration in that respect from Lord Clive himself 
was read in Court by the friends to whom Lord Clive 
had addressed his letter; and it is now submitted to 
print in order to discredit assertions which are false; 
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or else to remain in public testimony against his 
lordship.' 

EXTRACT of a LETTER from LORn CLIVE, dated 
Calcutta, 30th September 1765. 

'That you .may assert with confidence the justice 
of my cause, I do declare, by the God who made me, 
it is my absolute determination to refuse every present 
of consequence, and that I will not return to England 
with one rupee more than what arises from my 
Jaglr. My profits arising from salt shall be divided 
among those friends who have endangered their lives 
and constitutions in attending me. The congratula
tory nazzars, etc., shall be set opposite to my extra
ordinary expenses; and if aught remains, it shall go 
to Poplar or some other hospital.' 

In Mr Bolts' book is a copy of a bond, by which 
it appears that I sold my concern in salt for £32,000. 
I do acknowledge there is such a bond, but the sum 
actually received by me on that account amounted 
only to about £10,800. The fact was this: I could 
not think of suffering the three before-mentioned 
gentlemen who had accompanied me to India to 
return to England without realising something on 
their account; I said so to my friends in Bengal. 
The salt concern was of a very extensive, tedious 
nature, and the accounts might not be made up in 
some years. Could I, in honour, leave those gentle
men in a situation which made it doubtful when they 
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should receive anything, and to what amount 1 I 
told them I would not: I told them I would get 
rid of this salt concern at once, that they might be 
secure of the money amongst them. I therefore 
disposed of my whole concern in salt, even my share 
for the second year, which was just commenced, for 
the sum mentioned in the bond. But when the mode 
of a commission of one and one-eighth per cent. on 
the revenues was settled for the Governor in lieu of 
every other emolument, I then relinquished my share 
in salt for that year (the second year) in which I was 
to receive the commission, and had paid back about 
l. 20,000 of the l. 32,000. 

It now remains, Sir, for me to show that my own 
interest was not the motive of my going to India. 

I have here an account of every sixpence I received 
or disbursed from the day of my leaving England to 
the day of my return. It is taken from my books, 
which were kept all the time I was in India by Mr 
Verelst, who will readily attest their accuracy. I 
omit the first part of this account, because it was 
transmitted to the Court of Directors, and stands 
upon record in the India House. The other part I 
will read. The House will observe that in this 
account there are the names of others whom I 
rewarded besides the gentlemen I have mentioned. 
One was an old servant who went out with me; and 
the others were young gentlemen in my secretary's 
office. 
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The balance against me, upo.n the whole, is 
lS8I6.1 Now, sir, I have no objection to having 
this account lodged among the records of this House, 
that it may stand in judgment for or against me if 
future Commissioners, either on the part of the Crown 
or the East India Company, should ever think a 
retrospection into my conduct necessary. 

There is only one circumstance more with which 
I shall trouble the House; and I do assure them I 
should be ashamed to touch upon it, as it may carry 
with it an appearance of vanity, were not my honour 
and reputation so much at stake. It was in my 
power to have taken from my enemies every shadow 
of pretence for arraign;ng my conduct, on account of 
these profits, as they have been called, of my Govern
ment. I could have rewarded those gentlemen much 
more liberally without the possibility of an accusa
tion. But I should not have acted so much to my 
own satisfaction, nor, I believe, so much to that of 
the House, if I had neglected the opportunity that 
offered of doing something essentially beneficial to 
the East India's Company's service. 

The old Nawab, Mlr Jafar, if ever Mussulman had 
a friendship for a Christian, had a friendship for me. 
When the news of my appointment to the govern-

I It haa not been thought nccellary to insert the figured .tatement in 
thi. Appendiz. It clearly .hoWi that Clive, instead of having added to 
hi' fortune during hie lalt administratioD of Bengal, wu • loser to the 
eztent of £5816. . 
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ment reached Bengal, he immediately quitted Muxa
davad,' came down to Calcutta, impatiently waited 
my arrival for six weeks, fell ill, returned to his 
capital, and died. Two or three days before his death, 
in the presence of his wife, and in the presence of his 
Minister, he said to his son and successor, 'Whatever 
you think proper to give to Lord Clive on your own 
account, the means are in your power. But, as a 
testimony of my affection for him, I desire you will 
pay to him as a legacy from me five lakhs of rupees.' 
I must observe that the N awab's death happened 
whilst I was on my voyage, and some ·months before 
my arrival in Bengal. The principal and interest 
amounted to near £70,000. A very respectable 
gentleman and great lawyer, who is now the Speaker 
of this honourable House, gave his opinion in favour 
of my right to this legacy in the strongest terms; 
another great lawyer, a member of this House, has 
often declared to me in private his opinion of my 
right; and the Court of Directors have themselves 
confirmed that right. Authentic attestations of this 
legacy are upon record in the India House. The 
whole of the money, added to about £40,000 more, 
which I prevailed on the Nawab to bestow, is estab
lished for a military fund in support of officers and 
soldiers who may be invalided in any part of India, 
and also in support of their widows. Nothing was 

I Thi. oeem. to have been the name in thOle da)'l of the town 
commonly and correctly called' Murahidabad.' 
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wanting but such an establishment as this to make 
the East India Company's military service the best 
service in the world. Before that period, an indigent 
invalid officer and soldier might live in India, but if 
he returnecl to his native country he returned to 
beggary. By this fund the officers are entitled to 
half pay; the soldiers are upon the same footing as 
those in Chelsea Hospital; and the widows of both 
officers and soldiers have pensions. 

Having encroached so long upon the patience of 
the House, I doubt whether I may now expect. their 
further indulgence,or whether I must defer what I 
have to say upon this important business till a future 
occasion. 

(House-Go on, go on.) 
But before I proceed, I must beg leave to deviate 

a little into a digression on behalf of the Company's 
servants in general. It is. dictated by humanity, by 
justice and by truth. 

Indostan was always an absolute despotic govern
ment. The inhabitants, especially of Bengal, in 
inferior stations, are servile, mean, submissiv~ and 
humble. In superior stations they are luxurious, 
effeminate, tyrannical, treacherous, venal, cruel. The 
country of Bengal is called, by way of distinction, 
the paradise of the earth. It not only abounds with 

_ the necessaries of life to such a degree as to furnish 
a great part of India with its superfluity, but it 
abounds in very curious and valuable manufactures, 
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sufficient not only for its own use, but for the use 
of the whole globe. The silver of the west and the 
gold of the east have for many years been pouring 
into that country, and goods only have been sent 
out in return. This has added to the luxury and 
extravagance of Bengal. 

From time immemorial it has been the custom of 
that country for an inferior never to come into the 
presence of a superior without a present. It begins 
at the N awab, and ends at the lowest man that has an 
inferior. The Na~ab has told me that the small 
presents he received amounted to 1.300,000 a year; 
and I can believe him, because I know that I might 
have received as much during my last government. 
The Company's servants have ever been accustomed 
to receive presents. Even before we took part in the 
country troubles, when our possessions were very 
confined and limited, the Governor and others used 
to receive presents; and I will take upon me to 
assert that there has not been an officer commanding 
His Majesty's fleet, nor an officer commanding 
His Majesty's army, not a Governor, not a member 
of Council, not any other person, civil or military, in 
such a station as to have ~onnection with the country 
government, who has not received presents. With 
regard to Bengal, there they flow in abundance 
indeed. Let the House figure to itself a country 
consisting of fifteen millions of inhabitants, a revenue or 
four millions sterling, and a trade in proportion. By 
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progressive steps the Company have become the 
sovereigns of that empire. Can it be supposed that 
their servants will refrain from advantages so ob
viously resulting from their situation l The Com
pany's servants, however, have not been the authors 
of those acts of violence and oppression of which it 
is the fashion to accuse them. Such crimes are 
committed by the natives of the country acting as 
their agents, and for the most part without their 
knowledge. Those agents, and the banyans, never 
desist till, according to the ministerial phrase, they 
have dragged their masters into the kennd j and 
then the acts of violence begin. The passion for 
gain is as strong as the passion of love. I will 
suppose that two intimate friends have lived long 
together j that one of them. has married a beautiful 
woman j that the friend still continues to live in the 
house, and that this beautiful woman, forgetting her 
duty to her husband, attempts to seduce the friend, 
who, though in the vigour of his youth, may, from 
a high principle of honour, at first resist the tempta
tion, and even rebuke the lady. But if he still 
continues to live under the same roof, and she still 
continues to throw out her allurements, he must 
be seduced at last or fly. Now the banyan is the 
fair lady to tlie Company's servants. He lays his bags 
of silver before him to-day j gold to-morrow i jewels 
the next day j and if these &i1, 'he then tempts him 
in the way of his profession, which is trade. He 
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assures him that goods may be had cheap, and sold 
to great advantage up the country. In this manner 
is the attack carried on ; and the Company's ser-vant 
has no resource, for he cannot fly. In short, flesh 
and blood cannot bear it. Let us for a moment 
consider the nature of the education of a young man 
who goes to India. The advantages arising from the 
Company's service are now very generally known; 
and the great object of every man is to get his son 
appointed a writer to Bengal, which is usually at the 
age of sixteen. His parents and relations represent to 
him how certain he is of making a fortune; that my 
Lord Such-a-one, and my Lord Such-a-one, acquired 
so much money in such a time; and Mr Such-a-one, 
and Mr Such-a-one, so much in such a time. Thus 
are their principles corrupted at their very setting out, 
and as they generally go a good many together, they 
inflame one another's expectations to such a degree, in 
the course of the voyage, that they fix upon a period 
for their return before their arrival. 

Let us now take a view of one of these writers 
arrived in Benga~ and not worth a groat. As soon as 
he lands, a banyan, worth perhaps [,100,000, desires 
he may have the honour of serving this young 
gentleman at 45. 6d. per month. The Company 
has provided chambers for him, but they are not good 
enough; the banyan finds better. The young man 
takes a walk about the town; he observes that other 
writers, arrived only a year before him, live in splendid 
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apartments or have houses of their own, ride upon 
fine prancing Arabian horses, and- in palanqueens and 
chaises; that they keep seraglios, make entertain
ments; and treat with champagne and claret. When 
he returns, he tells the banyan what he has observed. 
The banyan assures him he may soon arrive at the 
same good fortune; he furnishes him with money; 
he is then at his mercy. The advantages of the 
banyan advance with the _rank of his master, who in 
acquiring one fortune generally spends three. But 
this is not the worst of it; he is in a state of 
dependence under the banyan, who commits such acts 
of violence and oppression as his interest prompts 
him to, under the pretended sanction and authority 
of the Company's servant. Hence, Sir, arises the 
clamour against the English gentlemen in India. 
But look at them in a retired situation, when returned 
to England, when they are no longer N awabs and 
sovereigns of the East; see if there be anything 
tyrannical in their disposition towards their inferiors J 

see if they are ~ot good and humane masters. Are 
they not charitable? Are they not benevolent? 
Are they not generous? Are they not hospitable? 
If they are, thus far, not contemptible members· of 
society, and if in all their dealings between man and 
man their conduct is strictly honourable, if, in short, 
there has not yet been one character found amongst 
them sufficiently flagitious for Mr Foote to exhibit 
on the theatre in the Haymarket, may we not con-

s 
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elude that if they have erred, it has been because 
they were men placed in situations subject to little 
or no control? 

But if the servants of the Company are to be loaded 
with the demerit of every misfortune in India, let 
them also have the merit they are entitled to. The 
Court of Directors surely will not claim to themselves 
the merit of those advantages which the nation and 
the Company are at present in possession of. The 
officers of the navy and army have had great share 
in the execution; but the Company's servants were 
the cabinet council, who planned everything; and to 
them also may be ascribed some part of the merit 
of our great acquisitions. 

I will now pass to other matter-matter as import
ant as ever came before the House. India yields at 
present a clear produce to the public and to in
dividuals of between two and three millions sterling 
per annum. If this object should be lost, what can 
Administration substitute in the room of it 1 I 
tremble when I think of the risk we lately ran from 
the ambitious designs of the French. They may 
have suspended for a time their views upon India, 
but I am sure they have not given them up. It is 
strongly reported they have at this moment 10,000 

men at the islands, t and a great number of transports; 
these men are not to return to France, and yet the 
islands cannot maintain them; but at Madagascar 

J The i.1anda referred to are Mauritiul Ind Bourbon. 



LORD CLIVE Z7S 

they may possess themselves of a country capable of 
supporting any number. This they certainly will do, 
and their forces, instead of decreasing, will increase 
by additional battalions JlOured out from France,· 
until they are ready to carry into execution their 
favourite design. The noble lord at the head of the 
Treasury ~ill do me the justice to say that I laid 
before him a paper, drawn up fifteen months ago,_ 
in which I stated almost everything that has since 
happened relating to the views of France upon the 
East Indies. It was indeed impossible for me to be 
deceived, knowing the preparations that had been 
made. 

If ever France should lay hold of our possessions, 
she will soon add to them all the rest of the East 
Indies. The other European nations there will im
mediately fall before her-not even the Dutch can 
stand; the empire of the sea will follow; thus will 
her acquisitions in the East, if any can, give her 
universal monarchy. I repeat, and I would have what 
I say remembered, that the French have not given 
up their designs upon India. 

But danger abroad being for the present suspended, 
let us think of the danger at home. 

It is certain that our affairs in Bengal are in a very 
deplorable condition, and that the nation cannot 
receive their £400,000, and the Proprietors their 
£200,000.increase of dividend, much longer, if some
thing be not done. 
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It is necessary, since these affairs are brought before 
Parliament, that we should endeavour to understand 
them. There are a few material points which I 

will state as clearly as I can. The revenues, the 
inland trade, the charges civil and military, and 

the public trade, by which I mean the trade of the 

Company •. 
Upon the receipt of the revenues depend the 

[,400,000 a year to Government, and the [,2.00,000 

a year additional dividend to the Proprietors; and 
upon the Company's or public trade depends the 

coming home of the revenues. 
There are no mines of gold and silver in Bengal, 

therefore the revenues can be brought hither only 

through the medium of the Company's trade. 
Upon the civil and military expenses depends whether 

we shall have any surplus revenue at all; for if they are 

swelled up too high, you can receive no revenues. 
Upon the inland trade depends in some degree the 

receipt of the revenues. Upon the inland trade 
depends almost totally the happiness and prosperity 
of the people. Indeed, the true cause of the distress 
io Bengal, as far as it relates to the inland trade, 
is this. The Compa'oy's servants and their agents 
have taken into their owo hands the whole of that 
trade, which they have carried 00 in a capacity before 
unknown; for they have traded not only as merchants, 

but as sovereigns, and by grasping at the whole of 
the inland trade, have taken the ,bread out of the 
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mouths of thousands and thousands of merchants 
who used formerly to carryon that trade, and who 
are now reduced to beggary. 

With regard to the public trade, it is material to 
-observe what it has been and what it now is. Here 
is an account of the prime costs of the Company's 
investments from Bengal for seven years preceding 
the 'acquisition of the Diwani, and for seven years 
subsequent, together with the number of ships 
employed. 

(It has not heen thought necessary to insert here the 
figured statements which are referred to.) 

This account must be exact, because I had the 
'whole of it from the Inqia House particulars of the 
last year, which the Court of Directors are not yet 
in possession of. But I' cannot doubt their authenti
city, as I re~eived them from a gentleman in Council 
at Bengal. 

The House will observe that the gross collections 
have not decreased considerably till the year 1770, 
which was the year of the famine; but that the civil 
and military expenses have been gradually increasing 
ever since I left Bengal, which was in the beginning 
of the year 1767. And here lies the danger. The 
evil is not so much in the revenues falling short as in 
the expenses increasing. The best means of raising 
the revenues is to reduce the civil and military charges. 
Why should we strive at an actual increase of the 
·revenues ? They avail nothing unless we can inv.est 
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them; and to raise them beyond a certain point is 
to distress the country, and to reduce to indigence 
numbers who from time immemorial have derived 
their subsistence from them. 

With regard to the increase of the expenses, I take 
the case to stand thus. Before the Company became 
possessed of the Diwani, their agents had other ways 
of making fortunes. Presents were open to them. 
They are now at an end. It was expedient for them 
to find some other channel-the channel of the civil 
and military charges. Every man now who is per
mitted to make a bill makes a fortune. 

It is not the simple pay of officers and men 
upon the military and civil establishment which 
occasions our enormous expense, but the contingent 
bills of contractors, commissaries, engineers, etc., 
out of which, I am sure, great savings might be 
made. These intolerable expenses have alarmed 
the Directors, and persuaded them to come to 
Parliament for assistance. And, if I mistake not, 
they will soon go to Administration, and tell them 
they cannot pay the £400,000, and that they must 
lower the dividend to the Proprietors. 

I attribute the present situation of our affairs to 
four causes: a relaxation of government in my suc
cessors; great neglect on the part of Administration i 
notorious misconduct on the part of the Directors i 
and the violent and outrageous proceedings of 
General Courts, in which I include contested elections. 
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Mr Verelst, who succeeded me in the government, 
I do believe to be a. man of as much real worth and 
honour as ever existed; and so far fr~m being want- -
ing in humanity, as Mr Bolts asserts, I know that 
he had too much humanity. Humanity, if I may be 
allowed the expression, has been his ruin. If he 
had had less, it would have· been better for the 
nation, better for the Company, better for the 
natives, and better for himself. No man came to 
the government with a fairer character, and not
withstanding what I have said, I _ am conscious no 
man ever left it with a fairer. He acted upon 
principles of disinterestedness from beginning to 
end: and let the Directors, if they can, tell me 
where I could have laid my finger upon a fitter 
man. But the truth is, he governed with too 
lenient a hand. The too great tenderness of his 
disposition I saw and dreaded. Nothing was want
ing on my part to prompt him to pursue vigorous 
measures. Nor did I confine myself to verbal 
advice only. I gave it in writing before I resigned 
the _ government. The House will permit me to 
read to them my sentiments upon that occasion. 
They are contained in my farewell letter to the 
Select Committee, wherein I forewarned them of 
almost every misfortune that has since happened. 
The. whole thing is too long to trouble the. House 
with. I shall therefore read only that part of it 
which relates to the pres.ent subject. 
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C EXTRACT from my FAREWELL LETTER to the SELECT 
COMMITTEE, dated 16th January 1767. 

'The reformation proposed by the Committee of 
Inspection will, I hope, be duly attended to. It has 
_been too much the custom in this government to 
make orders and regulations, and thence to suppose 
the business done. To what ~nd and purpose are 
they made, if they be not promulgated and enforced? 
No regulation can be carried into execution, no 
order obeyed, if you do not make rigorous examples 
of the disobedient. Upon this point I rest the 
welfare of the Company in Bengal. The servants 
are now brought to a proper sense of their duty j 
if you slacken the reins of government, affairs will 
soon revert to their former channel, and anarchy 
and corruption will again prevail, and, elate with 
a new victory, be too headstrong for any future 
efforts of government. Recall to your memories 
the many attempts that have been made in the 
civil and military departments to overcome our 
authority, and to set up a kind of independency 
against the Court of Directors. Reflect also on 
the resolute measures we have pursued, and their 
wholesome effects. Disobedience to legal power is 
the first step to sedition; and palliative remedies 
effect no cure. Every tender compliance, every 
condescension on your parts will only encourage 
more flagrant· attacks, which will increase in 
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strength daily, and be at last in vain resisted. 
Much of our time hiis_been employed in correcting 
abuses. The important work has heen prosecuted 
with zeal, diligence and disinterestedness, and we 
have had the 'happiness to see our labours crowned 
with success. I leave the country in peace; I leave· 
the civil and military departments under discipline 
and subordination; it is incumbent upon you to 
keep them so. You have power, you have abilities, 
you have integrity; let it not be said that you are 
deficient in resolution. I repeat that you must 
not fail to exact the most implicit obedience to 
your orders. Dismiss or suspend from the service 
any man who shall dare to dispute your authority. 
If you deviate from the principles upon which we 
have hitherto acted, and upon which you are 
conscious you ought to. proceed, or if you do 
not make a proper use of that power with 
which you are invested, I shall hold myself ac
quitted, as I do now protest against the conse
.quences.' 

It . is certain that, if my successor bad foll~wed 
my example and advice, the evil day would have 
been kept off some time longer. But had he kept 
the tightest rein, he could not have done much 
service to the Company, for neither he nor any 
man could have long guarded against the· mischiefs 
occasioned by the Directors themselves, when they 
took away the. powers of the Select Committee. 
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The Company had acquired an empire more 
extensive than any kingdom in Europe, France 
and Russia excepted. They had acquired a revenue 
of four millions sterling; and a trade in proportion. 
It was natural to suppose that such an object 
would have merited the most serious attention of 
Administration; that in concert with the Court of 
Directors they would have considered the nature of 
the Company's charter, and have adopted a plan 
adequate to such possessions. Did they take it 
into consideration? No, they did not. They 
treated it rather as a South Sea bubble than as 
anything solid and substantial; they thought of 
nothing but the present time, regardless of the 
future. They said, let us get what we can 
to-day, let to-morrow take care for itself; they 
thought of nothing but the immediate division of 
the loaves and fishes; nay, so anxious were they to 
lay their hands upon some immediate advantage 
that they actually went so far as to influence a 
parcel of temporary Proprietors to bully the Directors 
into their terms. It was their duty, Sir, to have 
called upon the Directors for a plan; and if a 
plan, in consequence, had not been laid before 
them, it would then have become their duty, with 
the aid and assistance of Parliament, to have formed 
one themselves. If Administration had done their 
duty, we should not now have heard a speech from 
the throne, intimating the necessity of parliamentary 
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interposition to save our possessions IR India from 
impending ruin. 

The next point is the misconduct on the part of 
the Court of Directors. 

After the Court of Directors had in the highest 
terms approved of the conduct of that Committee 
who restored tranquillity to Bengal; who had restored 
a government of anarchy and confusion to good 
order; who had made a peace with Sujah Daulah, 
by which they obtained upwards of £.600,000 for 
the Company; who had quelled both a civil and a 
military mutiny; who had re-established discipline 
and subordination in the army; who had obtained 
the Diwani of Bengal, Behar and Orissa, which 
produced to the Company a net income of 
£'1,300,000; who had paid off the greatest part 
of a bond debt in Bengal, amounting to near 
£.900,000; who had left the treasury in such a 
flowing state that they drew few or no bills upon 
the Company at home; who laid the foundation 
of investments so large as were never before known 
or heard of; and who had by these means enabled 
the Company to assist Government with £400,000 
a year, and to mne an increase of dividend to the 
stockholders of £'200,000, one would imagine that 
the Court of Directors would have supported a 
system of 
succc:$ful. 
principles ; 

government which had been so very 
But they acted upon very different 

they dropped the prosecutions against 
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those gentlemen in Bengal whose conduct the 
Committee had censured and fully represented. 
Thus they gave a stab to their own vitals. From 
that instant they destroyed their own power abroad, 
and erased from the minds of their servants in India 
every wholesome regulation which the Committee had 
established. The servants abroad were in anxious 
suspense to learn whether they were punishable or 
not for misconduct. The lenity or weakness of the 
Court of Directors removed their doubts. From 
that instant all covenants were forgotten, or only 
looked upon as so many sheets of blank paper; 
and from that instant began that relaxation of 
government so much now complained of, and. so 
much still to be dreaded. 

Their next step was to destroy the powers of that 
Committee whose conduct they had with reason so 
highly approved of. They divided the powers; they 
gave half to the Council, and left the other half with 
the C.ommittee. The consequence was, the Council 
and Committee became distracted by altercations and 
disputes for power, and have ever since been at 
variance, to the great detriment of the service. 
The Court of Directors, as if this was not enough, 
restored to the service almost every civil and military 
transgressor who had been dismissed; nay, they re
warded some of them by allowing them a continuation 
of their rank all the time they were in England. And 
now, as a condemnation of their own conduct and a 
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tacit confession of their own weakness, they come to 
Parliament with a Bill of Regulations, in which is 
inserted a clause to put such practices as much as 
possible out of their power for the future. 

With regard to General Courts, I believe 1 need 
not dwell long on the consequences of them. Their 
violent proceedings have been subversive of the 
authority of the Court of Directors. The agents 
abroad have known this; they have therefore never 
scrupled to set the orders of the Court of Directors 
at defiance when it was their interest to disobey 
them, and they have escaped punishment by means 
of the over-awing interests of individuals" at General 
Courts. Thus have General Courts co-operated with 
the Court of Directors in the mischiefs that have 
arisen in Bengal; whilst annual contested elections 
have, in a manner, deprived the Directors of the power 
of establishing any authority over their servants. 
The first half of the year is employed in freeing 
themselves from the obligations contracted by their 
last elections; and the second half is wasted in in
curring new obligations, and securing their election 
for the next year, by daily sacrifices of some interest 
of the Company. The Direction, notwithstanding all 
these manreuvres, has been so fluctuating and unsettled 
that new and contradictory orders ha~e been frequently 
sent out; and the servants "(who, to say the truth, 
have generally understood the interest of the Com
pany much better than the Directors) have in many 
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instances followed their own opinion, in opposition 
to theirs. 

It is not my intention at present to trouble the 
House with the remedies for these evils. I rather 
choose to defer them till the Bill come into the 
House. I have now opened my budget; it is not 
a ministerial budget: it is an East India budget, 
which contains many precious stones, diamonds, 
rubies, etc., of the first water and magnitude; and 
there wants only a skilful jeweller and able artist 
to polish them and ascertain their real value. 
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LORD CLIVE'S speech in the House of Commons on 
the 19th May 1773, 011 the order of the day, to take 
into further consideration the reports of the Select 
and Secret Committees appointed to inquire into the 
affairs of the East India Company :-

Sir, after rendering my country the services which 
I think I may, without any degree of vanity, claim the. 
merit of, and after having nearly exhausted a life full 
of employment for the public welfare, and for the 
particular and advantageous emolument of the East 
India Company, I little thought transactions of this 
kind would have agitated the minds of my country
men in such proceedings as these, tending to deprive 
me not only of my property and the fortune which I 
have fairly acquired, but of that which I hold more 
dear to me-my honour and my reputation. The 
House will not think me, I hope, fraught with any 
degree of vanity when I -repeat again that I have done 
services to my country. 

I must now beg leave to say a few words relative to 
the presents which I am charged with receiving un
warrantably. I must beg leave to observe to the 

z87 
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House that presents were allowed and received from 
the earliest time of the Direction. They have con
tinued to be received uninterruptedly for the space of 
150 years; and men, Sir, who have sat in the Direction 
themselves have at several times received presents. 
This the Direction must know; but I am firmly of 
opinion that in honourable cases presents are not 
improper to be received; but when for dishonourable 
purposes, then, Sir, I hold them to b; highly improper. 
In the early part of my life, my labours were without 
emolument or laurels, and I hope the House cannot 
think but that I ought to be rewarded for my services 
to my country in the latter part of it. When I was 
employed by the Company, their affairs abroad were 
in a condition much to be lamented. Misfortunes 
attended them in every part of their settlements, and 
the Nawabs looked with a jealous eye upon the small 
privileg~ and possessions they then enjoyed, and 
though small, in danger every day of being wrested 
from them. Fear and weakness of power sought for 
protection from the dangers that surrounded them. 
In this critical situation I was called forth, and it 
pleased God to make me the instrument of their 
delivery. In the various battles and attacks in 
which I was employed, I had the good fortune to 
succeed; nor were such schemes or undertakings 
entered upon without the previous provocation of 
the country powers. The treachery of. Suraj ud 
Daulah was for ever in our eye, and his perfidy 
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was never at rest; nor did we attack Chandernagore 
till the treaty on his behalf was first violated. 

After these conquests, Sir, and acquisitions gained 
for the Company, I returned home. They approved 
in the highest degree of ~hat I have done; and 
as a token of their approbation, they presented me 
with a rich sword set with diamonds. This, certainly, 
Sir, was no mark of their opinion that I had either 
violated treaties 'or disobeyed their orders •. Nor did 
their commendation and good opinion of my services 
terminate here. As soon as troubles broke out in 
that country, and when the news of the terrible 
disaster of the taking of Calcutta from us arrived 
to the ear of the Company, they immediately_ sent 
to me and req ~ested that I would go once more to 
India, to protect and secure their possessions; that 
my presence alone would effect it; and they should 
rest secured, through the good opinion they had of 
me, that success would accompany me, and that 
I should be the means of putting their affairs again 
in a prosperous situation. I did not hesitate a moment 
to accept the offer. I went abroad, resolving not 
to benefit myself one single shilling on my return, 
and I strictly and religiously adhered to it. When 
! arrived there, I subdued Angria, a very powerful 
prince. I re-took Calcutta with an inconsiderable 
army. Suraj ud Daulah had at all times betrayed a 
disposition to break the treaty; and when an army 
was sent under the command of M. Dupr~e, which 

T 
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might have proved fatal to us, I do not hesitate to 
say that we bribed the general of that army, who 
immediately wrote to the N awAb to let him know 
the English were invincible; and, upon a second 
request from the NawAb to M. Dupr~e, that he would 
march with his army and destroy the English, his 
answer was couched in the same terms. He said 
that he always found the English invincible, and 
that it would have been the height of imprudence to 
hazard an attack. By such means, and by this 
stratagem, we succeeded. We soon discovered that 
the NawAb, SurAj ud Daulah, was so turbulent and 
restless that he only waited for the departure of the 
Reet to exterminate the English. But, as treacherous 
men are too apt to have men of the same cast 
and disposition about them, the NawAb was not 
wanting of such companions. Omichand, his con
fidential servant, as he thought, told his master of 
an agreement made between the English and M. 
Dupr~e to attack him, and received for that advice 
a sum of not less than four lakhs of rupees. Finding 
this to be the man in whom the NawAb entirely 
trusted, it soon became our object to consider him 
as a most material engine in the intended revolution. 
We therefore make such an agreement as was 
necessary for the purpose, and entered into a treaty 
with him to satisfy his demands. When all ~hings 
were prepared, and the evening of the event was 
appointed, Omichand informed Mr Watts, who was 
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at the court of the N awab, that he insisted upon 
thirty Iakhs of rupees, and five per cent. upon all the 
treasure that should be found i that, unless that was 
immediately complied with, he would disclose the 
whole to the Nawab i and that Mr Watts, and the 
two other English gentleman then at the court, 
should be cut off before the morning. Mr Watts, 
immediately on this information, despatched an 
express to me at the Council. I did not hesitate 
to find out a stratagem to save the lives of these 
people, and secure success to the intended event. 
For this purpose we signed another treaty. The one 
was called the red, the other the white treaty. This 
treaty was signed by everyone except Admiral 
Watson; and I should have considered myself 
sufficiently authorised to put his . name to it by the 
conversation I had with him. As to the person who 
signed Admiral. \Vatson's name to the treaty, whether 
he did it in his presence or not I cannot say, but 
this I know, that he thought he had sufficient 
authonty for so doing. This treaty was immediately 
sent to Omichand, who did not suspect the stratagem. 
The event took place, and sticcess attended it i and 
the House, I am fully persuaded, will agree with me 
that, when the very existence of the Company was 
at stake, and the lives of these people so precariously 
situated, and so certain of being destroye~, it was a 
matter of a true policy and of justice to deceive so 
great a vi!Jain. I have in my hand, Sir, a letter signed 
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by Admiral Watson, Messrs Manllingham, Watts, 
etc., which, I apprehend will carry Admiral Watson's 
thorough approbation of the proceedings of the 
revolution, and the means by which it was obtained. 
(His lordship then read the letter, which conveyed 
Admiral Watson's full approbation.) 

Nor, Sir, great as my fortune is (and which bears 
no proportion to what I might have made), yet, to 
show that I did not harass or lay under contribution 
those whom I have conquered for my own emolu
ment, I can tell this House that neither I nor any
one in my army received a sixpence from the 
inhabitants of Muxadabad. My Jaglr was not 
received till 1759, though it has been reported I 
received it at the revolution in 1757. 

I must beg leave to mention another circumstance 
to this House j that, upon these troubles, the Dutch 
were encouraged by the Nawab to enter the country 
with seven ships and a vast army. I did not hesitate 
a moment to give them battle; and in twenty-four 
hours I destroyed every ship they had, and their whole 
army was either killed, wounded or taken prisoners. 
At this time the Dutch had most of my money j and 
in this instance, I think, I showed a zeal for the 
honour and interest of the Company superior to every 
other object even of my own concerns. I must 
now beg leave to read in the House two letters from 
the Court of Directors to myself, containing their 
approbation of the revolution in Bengal. These 



LORD CLIVE 

letters, Sir, came not through the common channel 
of address to the Governor and Council,. but were 
directed to myself. (His lordship then read the 
letters, which contained the most full and satisfactory 
approbation of what is termed in one of the letters 
the late glorious and profitable revolution.) These, 
Sir, are surely sufficient certificates of my behaviour 
and the proceedings of that revolution; and, what
ever the House may think of them, will remain an 
everlasting approbation of my conduct from 'those 
persons who alone employed me, and whose servant I 
was. A late Minister (Lord Chatham), whose abilities 
have been an honour to his country, and whom this 
House will ever revere, will, I am sure, come to your 
bar, and not only tell you how highly he thought of my 
services at the time, but also what his opinion is now. 

I am, however, sure that I shall have justice done 
me by the inquiry of those men who are likely to be 
appointed to go to India to regulate theafl"airs of that 
country. Then, Sir, may come from that part of the 
world a full justification of my conduct. Here I 
must beg leave to read a part of my late speech. 
(Here his lordship read a .part of the letter and of his 
speech, made on the 30th of March 1772, stating the 
acquisitions he had obtained for the Company and the 
public.) After these services, I thought at least I 
might have enjoyed my fortune uninterrupted, and 
unenvied by those not' so rich as myself. (Here his 
lordship then re~d another letter from the Company, 
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which contained in a stronger manner than any of the 
preceding ones a full 2nd ample commendation and 
approbation of all his proceedings i this etter was 
~irected to his lordship, and dated the 4th of March 

Jj67·) 
Upon my arrival, Sir, in England a second time, 

a committee of the Directors waited upon me to 
desire to know when I would receive the congratu
lations of the Direction. I accordingly waited upon 
them at their court in Leadenhall Street, and the 
chairman, at a very full court, addressed me in the 
words contained in this letter (which his lordship 
read). These, Sir, were circumstances, certainly, that 
gave me a full satisfaction, and a ground to think 
that my conduct, in every instance, was approved of. 
After such certincates as these, Sir, am I to be brought 
here like a criminal, and the very best parts of my 

, conduct construed into crimes against the State I Is 
this the reward that is now held out to persons who 
have performed such important services to their 
country i If it is, Sir, the future consequences that 
will attend the execution of any important trust 
committed to the persons who have the care of it 
will be fatal indeed i and I am sure the noble lord 
upon the Treasury bench, whose great humanity and 
abilities I revere, would never have consented to the 
resolutions that passed the other night if he had 
thought on the dreadful consequences that would 
attend them. 
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Sir, I cannot say that I either sit or rest easy when 
I find by the extensive resolution proposed that all 
I have in the world is to 'be confiscated, and that 
no one will henceforward take my security for a 
shilling. These, Sir, are dreadful apprehensions to 
remain under, and I cannot look upon myself but 
as a bankrupt; nothing my own, and totally unable 
to give any security while these resolutions are pend
ing. Such, Sir, is the situation I am in. I have 
not anything left which I can call my own except 
my paternal fortune of £500 per annum, and which 
has been in the family for ages past. But upon this 
I am content to live, and perhaps I shall find more 
real content of mind and happiness therein than in 
the trembling aHiuence of an unsettled fortune. 

But, Sir, I must make one more observation, that 
if the definition of the hon. gentleman (General Bur
goyne) and of this House is that the State, as expressed 
in these resolutions, is quoad hoc the Company, 
then, Sir, every farthing that I enjoy is granted to 
me. But to be called, after sixteen years have elapsed, 
to account for my conduct in this manner, and after 
an uninterrupted enjoyment of my property, to have 
been questioned and considered as obtaining it un-

o warrantably, is hard indeed, and a treatment I should 
. not think the British Senate capable of. But if it 

should be the case, I have a conscious innocence 
within me that tells me my conduct is irreproach
able. 'Frangas non jiectes.' They may take from 
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me what I have. Theyma1, as they think,lDllke me 
poor, but I will be h3ppy. I mean not this as my 
defence, though I have done (or the present. ~Iy 

defence will be made at that bar, and before I sit 
down I have one request to make to the House, 
that when they come to decide: upon my honour. 
they will not furget their own. 
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(Gi'D£rI i. thI Prifll« h !is C RiM .rJ Pncras ef 
ibe BritUlJ p1flD£r i. thI Ea.. po. 7.) 

C THE only da.nce of success in this pan of the 
history lies in stern impanWity, mixed .nth ~OUI' 
and izad~ tonrds all the pan:ies concerned. 
lIosurcs must be discussed, scning DO doubt to 

illl.l&1nb: the clw-actcrs of the leading men of the 
day, but more with. riew to utility, and to pointing 
out what objects are to be attained aU wbn are 
the sure means of ascat:Iining and ~ them. 

c-nm is the key to the treatment of Oivc·s char
aaer, mmm1!nding rc:spect and adm.imion &om its 
great fiwrics, which kdmbS are painfuDy- c.bec.hd 
by insta.nas of dupOCity and me:amaess. 

c The impressioD be leans is that of bt:e and 

~OOII'; a m~ Ull&::m:.an4ing; a Me ju~
melt; an in5o:i"ble will; little ~ by n::al d.an~ 
and by ~ts and meoaas DOt at all. He cnr
cised a supreme control Ol'a' those who sbued IUs 
counsels or cncuted his n:soIlU. lien yidJed to 

a ~ ...tUcll they knew could DOt be tumcd 
." 
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aside, and either partook of its impulse or were crushed 
by its progress. 

'Where overmatched by his enemies, he appears 
in even greater grandeur. He meets the most for
midable accusations with bold avowal and a confident 
justification. He makes no attempt to soften his 
'enemies or conciliate the public, but stands on his 
merits and services with a pride which in other cir
cumstances would have been arrogance. 

After acknowledging his errors, history presents 
few great characters more blameless (?) I than that 
of Clive. Though stern and imperious by nature, 
his temper was proof against a thousand trials, and 
in a life spent amidst scenes of blood and suffering 
he has never been accused of a single act of cruelty. 
He coveted money as an instrument of ambition, but 
never acquired it in any manner that he did not openly 
avow, and he scorned to preserve it by swerving a 
hair's-breadth frOlD his duty. His few political offences 
he was led into by zeal for the public, and for the 
same object he sacrificed the peace of his last years 
and risked his accumulations of wealth and glory. 
He possessed undaunted courage, a strong understand
ing, sagacity and soundness. of judgment, and un
rivalled vigour in action. A mind so endowed rises 
high above ordinary imperfections. At worst it is a 
rough-hewn Colossus, where the irregularities of the 
surface are lost in the grandeur of the whole. 

r The mark of interrogatioo is by the author, Mr EIFhioltooe. 
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C Though naturally bold, open and direct, Clive 
did not despise the use of artifice when his purposes 
required it, and it is this propensity that casts a 
shade of meanness over his great qualities that pre
vents that. unmixed respect which so powerful a 
character must otherwise have commanded. 

C Though Clive had a natural sense of honour, his 
independent and even reckless character made him 
indifferent to the opinion of others and regardless of 
form and propriety. The society in which he lived 
in "India was not likely to promote refinement; the 
agitated scene in which he was soon ~ngaged, the 
eagerness for success, the calamities and disgrace 
attendant on failure, left little time for reflection or 
hesitation. The practice of the natives, the example 
of the French, and the maxims current among his 
brother officers, led him to rate boldness and vigour 
far above scrupulous correctness, and the result was 
a high sense of honour, with but little delicacy of 
sentiment. He could sacrifice his life to .his duty, 
but not his interest to his moderation; he was 
generous to his friends, but barely just to his enemies. 
He would have rejected praise he had not earned,. 
but neither forgot, nor allowed others to forget, the 
extent of his real deserts. 

'Clive's estimate of his·own services, great as they 
were, by no means fell short of their actual value. 
This does not arise from any indulgence. of vanity 
on his part, but there is no occasion on which they 
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can promote his views or interest where they are 
not brought forward in an exaggerated form, with 
a boldness and consciousness of worth that command 
our respect, and overcome our dislike to self praise. 
Hence arose a marked peculiarity of Clive's character. 
After the enormous extent to which he had profited 
by his situation, he delights to dwell on his integrity 
and moderation, and speaks of greed and rapacity 
in others with scorn and indignation. Convinced 
that the bounty of MIr Jafar fell short of his claims 
on the Company, he inveighs against his successors 
who received presents which they had not earned, 
and speaks of them with disgust as the most criminal, 
as well as the meanest of mankind. Nor are these 
sentiments assumed to impose upon the public; they 
are most strongly expressed in his most confidential 
letters, and appear to be drawn forth by the strength 
of his feelings. In no stage of his life did Clive 
appear with more dignity than during his persecution. 
His boasts of merit and service now appear as a proud 
resistance -to calumny and oppression; the spirit with 
which he avowed and gloried in the acts which excited 
the most clamour and odium, his independence 
towards his judges, his defiance of his powerful 
enemies, excite our interest, while they command 
our respect and admiration. 

'Clive's views were clear within the circle of his 
vision, but they were not extensive. His political 
plans were founded on the existing relations without 
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much attention to prospective changes. His reforms 
were temporary expedients, and even his knowledge 
of the state of India in his time was only accurate 
within the scene where he had himself been an 
actor.' 

CLIVE'S RETURN HOME. 

'He now paid for his disinterestedness. All who 
had been brought to punishment by his severity; all 
who had suffered indireotly by his reforms; all who 
were disappointed in their hopes of wealtIi and 
favour, with their numerous connections among the 
Proprietors, and with the old band of enemies at the 
Indian Office House, combined to raise a clamour 
against him; and in this were speedily joined those 
who envied his wealth and reputation, and a numerous 
class whose indignation against Indians had been 
roused by the very abuses which Clive had put down, 
and which in their ignorance they imputed to him, 
in common with all the Company's servants. Against 
these attacks the Government gave him no protection. 

'All his former proceedings, over which many 
years had passed, and which, when not applauded at 
the time, had received a general sanction from his 
appointment to the government of India at a time 
when honesty and public spirit were regarded as much 
as talent, all' were scrutinised as if they were now 
mentioned for the first time. 
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'But all these investigations brought forth no 
fresh charge against the accused. Whatever faults 
Clive might have committed, the facts had never 
been denied, and his acquisitions, if immoderate, were 
on too great a scale to be concealed. There were 
no petty peculations, no lurking corruption to be 
detected. A Committee with a hostile president, 
with Mr Johnston himself for a member, produced 
a report, the effect of which may be judged by the 
result, A motion strongly inculpatory was made by 
the chairman, Clive replying by avowing everything 
of which he was accused, and declaring that in similar 
circumstances he would do the same again. 

'The division of the House; was worthy the best 
days of the Roman Senate. Without approving of 
actions of mixed merit or demerit, or sanctioning 
questionable principles, they voted that Robert Lord 
Clive had rendered great and meritorious services to 
his country. 

'But this honourable testimony could not remove 
the effect of two years of persecution; and it is 
doubtful whether the sense of injury and ingratitude 
did not concur with sufferings from disease to cut 
off the career of this proud and aspiring genius.' 
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A 

AD.un, Thoma., Major, who com
manded in the battlea of 
Katwa, Gheriah and Andhwa 
Nala, 135-6. 

Aill:-la-Chapelle, Peace of, 11. 
Aldereron, Colonel, jealous of 

Clive and obstructive, 49. 
Allverdi Khan, Nawab of Beogal 

aod grandfather of Suraj ud 
Daulah, 47. 

Allahabad, restored to the Emperor 
by the Nawab Vazir, 153. 

Almon, Parliamentary History by, 
aoo. 

Ambur, Battle of, 19. 
Amyatt, Mr, a Bengal Civil 

Servant, murdered when 
escaping from Patna, 134. 

Andhwa Nala, Battle of, 1]6. 
Anwirud din Khin,Nawab of the 

Camatic, 19; killed at the 
battle of Ambu.., ao. 

Arcot, capital of the Carnatic, 17 ; 
Clive suggests its capture, 17 ; 
Clive marches thither on a6th 
August 1751, aa; arrives 
there on ] lit August, a 3 ; 
. and finda the fort evacuated, 
a 3 ; fort subsequently invested 
by Raja Sahib, as; defenu 
of, as-a7; defence of, the 
turning point in Clive's career, 
aod also in the Eastern career 
of the English, a 7. 

Army, remODBtranu of the 
. officers of the, on the subject 

of prize money after Plassey, 
90 el lef.; mutinous discon
tent among the officers in 
1766, 167 et "f. 

Ami, captured by Clive a few days 
after the siege of Areot was 
raised, a7. 

B 

BAIII[J:a, Sir -Robert, one of the 
brigadiers who supported 
Clive in suppressing the 
mutiny of the officers, 169 
el "f. 

Bayley, Daniel, of Hope HaU, 
Manchester, where much of 
Robert Clive's childhood was 
spent, a; his deseription of 
Clive as ' out of measure 
addicted to fighting,' a. 

Beecher, appointed a member of 
the Bengal Council, 177, 

Benarea, Raja of, aUowed after the 
war between the Company 
and the Nawab Vazir to 
retain his districts, but in 
subordination to Oudh, 153 • 

Bengal, Behir and Orissa, Clive 
obtains the Diwaru of, 151 
" .tf· 

Biderra, the Dutch beaten by 
Forde at, 109. 

Boscawen, Admiral, aupports with 
his squadron the siege of 
Pondicherry, 8, 

30S 
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Brazil, Clive spent nine months 
in, on hi. lirst voyage to 
India, 4. 

Burdwan, a district ceded by 
Kasim Ali Khan to the 
Company, 13z; abuses con
nected with its management, 
140. 

Burgoyne, General, moves resolu
tions against Clive in Select 
Committee of House of 
Commons, z08. 

Budge Budge, Clive's light at, 5 I. 
Buxar, Battle of, itl importance, 

137· 

C 

CALCUTTA, acquired by the East 
India Company in 1686 
through agency of Job Char
nock, 46"7; attack on, by 
Suraj ud Daulah, 48; affair 
of the Black Hole, 48. 

Calliaud, Colonel, repels an inva
sion of Bel!ar by the Shahzada, 
114· 

Carnae, General, commandin, 
the Bengal army during. 
Clive'l last government of 
Bengal, 177; offered by 
Clive an annuity of "500 
if he retired from the .. rvice, 
zZ9· 

Cartier, it was thought, had proved 
his capacity, 173; on suc
ceeding Verelst as Governor 
proved to be a weak man, 
187. 

Chandernagore, Clive instructed 
to capture, in the event of 
war with France, 61 ; assault 
and capture of, 64 el .. ,., 
Clive's evidence regarding 
the conduct of Admiral 
Watson', fleet at the aslault, 
64. 

Chanda Sahib, competitor for the 
Nawabship of the Carnatic, 
19 ; murdered by the Tanjore 
chief,34' 

Chatham, Earl of. S .. William 
Pitt the elder. 

Chingleput, captured by Clive, 37. 
Chinsurah, the Dutch beaten by 

Forde at, 109. 
Chittagong, a district ceded at the 

same time .. Burdwan, 13z. 
Civil Servants, the duties of in 

Clive's earlier service very 
different from those now de
volving on them,s I Clive's 
description of the insubordina
tion of, 165-6. 

Claremont, purchased by Clive 
from the Duchess of N ew
castle, zz9. 

Clive's Fund, established by Clive 
in 1766, 164 j reclaimed by 
Clive's heira-at-Iaw in 1858, 
and then continued by the 
Secretary of State in Council, 
164-5. 

Clive, Lady, marries Robert Clive 
at Madras in 1753,37 j tra
dition connected with the 
marriage, 37-38; a beautiful 
and accomplished woman, 
much beloved both by her 
own and Clive's family, 38, 
Z 17 j her picture at Ba88et 
Down, 38. 

Clive, Richard, father of Robert, 
Lord Clive, owner of Styche, 
compelled by poverty to 
practise .. • solicitor, I I 
extricated from his pecuniary 
difficultiel by his son,41. 

Clive, Robert, birth and parentage, 
I I childhood at Hope Hall, 
Manchester, Z I energy of 
dispoaition, Z I begin' .. hool 
life at Loatock in Che.hire, 
3 ; thence transferred to 
Market Drayton, to Merchant 
TayIo .. ' School, and to Hemel 
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Hempstead in Buccession, 3 ; 
appointed in 1743 to an 
Indian writership at Madras, 
3 ; arrival at Madra. late in 
1744, 4; after long detention 
at Rio de Janeiro, 4; duties 
uncongenial to him, 5; his 
escape from Madras after it. 
capture by the French, 7; 
his duels, 7-9 ; attracts notice 
of Stringer Lawrence during 
siege of Pondicherry, 10; 
employed on expedition. to 
Devikota, J 3; Lawrence's 
opinion of Clive at Devikota, 
16; deputation with Pigot 
to Verdachalam, 16; perma
nent transfer to military 
service, 17; visits to Trichi
nopoly, 16, 17; suggests 
seizure of Areal, 17 ; marches 
upon Arcot on 2,6th August 
1751; arrives there on 31St 
August, and occupies the 
fort, 2,3 ; encounters with the 
enemy, 2,3, 2,4; his narrow 
escape and repulse of the final 
assault, 2, 5; meets Raja 
Sahib'. bribes and ~reats by 
defiance, joined by Morari 
Rao, 2,7; marches upon 
Arni and disperses Raja 
Sahib'. force, 2.8; attacked 
by Raja Sahib at Kaveripak, 
and wins decisive victory, 2.9 ; 
recaUed to command expedi
tion to Trichinopoly, 30; 
superseded by Lawrence, 32, ; 
detached to Samiavaram, 32.; 
renders important service to 
Lawrence, 33; narrow es
capes, 34, 35; employed at 
Chingleput and Covelong, 36, 
37; his marriage, 37-39; 
return to England, 40; his 
reception there, helps his 
family, 41 ; elected member 
for St Michael's, bllt un
seated on petition, 41; ap-

U 

pointed Governor of Fort St 
David; 42,; gazetted Lieu
tenant-Colonel in the Royal 
Army, 4!; goes to Bombay, 
43; takes Gheriah in con
junction with Admiral Wat
son, 440 45; dispute as to 
hia share of prize money, 45 ; 
assume. government of Fort 
St David,46 ; sent to Bengal 
as Commander-in-Chief of 
force despatched to avenge 
outrage of Black Hole, 49 ; 
land. at Mayapur, and is 
surprised near Budge Budge, 
51, sz; difficulties with Wat
son,.53 ; and with Council at 
Calcutta, 55, 56; captures 
Hughl;, 56; battle near 
Calcutta, 57 ; letter to Duke 
of Newcastle, 5Z-60 ; makes 
treaty with N awab, 61; in con
junction with Watson attacks 
and captures Chandernagore, 
63,64; determines to remain 
in Bengal, 66 ; his distrust of 
the Nawab, 67, 68; engage. 
in a plot to dethrone the 
N awab, 68; hi. distrust of 
Mir Jafar, 69, 70; discovers 
the treachery of Omichand, 
70; adopts the expedient of 
framing two treaties, one real 
and the other sham, 71 ; ad
vances towards Plassey on the 
nth June, 74; caU. a Council 
of War, 76, 77; votes with 
the majority for delay, but 
does not adhere to this de
cision, 77; reaches plassey, 
78 ; his report of the battle, 
79-83; his reception of Mir 
Jafar the day after the battle, 
85; has to be content with 
receiving half the price of 
his victory, and the rest later 
on, 87; and subsequently 
receives from Mir Jafar a 
personal present of £160,000, 
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88; causes Omichand to be 
undeceived, 88; correspond
ence with malcontent military 
officers regarding claims of 
the navy to prize money, 
9z, 93 ; correspondence with 
Select Committee at Calcutta, 
93, 94; urged again by 
Madras authorities to return 
to Madras, 95 ; honours con
ferred upon him by the 
Emperor of Delh~ 90; his 
name omitted from the lirst 
Council appointed after the 
recapture of Calcutta, 97; 
aids Mir Jafar against the 
Shahzada, 98, 99; his re
sponse to Shahzada'l appeal 
for ),rotection, 100 ; grant of 
Jagtr, 100, 101 ; despatches a 
force to the Northern Sirkars, 
10Z-106; repels invasion of 
the Dutch, 107-110 I his 
indignation at the surrender 
of Fort St David to Lally, 
113; embarks for England 
for the second time on 14th 
January 1760, 114; letter to 
the elder Pitt, I 14-UO ; ratel 
the Court of Directors for the 
asperity of a despatch, I:U
u3 ; his cordial reception in . 
England, u4; created an 
Irish Peer, u6; incurs the 
hostility of Lawrence Sullivan, 
IZ 7 ; results of his letter to 
the elder Pitt, u8; his 
opinions much in advance of 
his time, u8 ; eleeted Mem
ber for Shrewsbury, and 
attaches himself to George 
Grenville, u9 ; upendl 
£100,000 in acquiring votes 
at the East India House, 
u9 ; threatened with lOll of 
hie Jagir, 130 ; il urged, and 
conlents, to return to Bengal, 
where affairs are in great 
dilorder, 138-144; his viewl 

on the relations of the Eng
lish and native princes, 145 ; 
favours the appointment of 
a Governor-General of Ind.a 
located in Bengal, 146 ; noti
lies to the Council the powera 
.. signed to Select Committee, 
147; enforces the uecution 
of the covenants, 148; sus
pends from the service Messrs 
Spencer, Johnston and Ley
cester, 149; holds that the 
Company's territories should 
be transferred to the Crown, 
150; arranges for transfer of 
the Diwani to the Company, 
15z; advocates increase of 
aalariea in civil service, 16z ; 
establishes Clive'a Fund, 164 ; 
deals with diacontent in civil 
lervice and in the army, 165-
170 ; his minutes on retiring 
from the Government, 173-
175; linally leaves India, 
Z9th January 1767, 177; 
lands at Portsmouth, 14th 
July, 178; condemns the 
annual subsidy of £400,000 
made by the Court to the 
Government, 179; the tenure 
of his Jagir extended, 180; 
his bad opinion of the Court 
of Directors, 181, 18:1 ; visits 
the continent in 1768, 184; 
his opinion of Verelst, 184, 
185; attaches great import
ance to subordination of 
military to civil power, 185 ; 
denounces the pride and 
ambition of Colonel Richard 
Smith, 186; losea by death 
his friend Grenville, 188; 
his hostility to Vansittart, 
189; supports appointment 
of Warren Hastings as 
Governor of Bengal, 190; 
hi, letter to Hasting., 190-
195; confers on Indian affain 
with Lord North and Lord 
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Rochford, 197,198; attacked 
in the Press, 199; and in 
House of Commons by Sulli
van, 199; defends himself in 
an able speech, 199 - :103 ; 
and Appendiz I., :131-:186; 
denounces the Government, 
:104; and the Court of Direo
tors and Court of Proprietors, 
:105; cross - enmined by a 
Select Committee as to events 
of 1757, z06; admits and 
justifies aU he did, :107; in
vested with the Order of the 
Bath, and appointed Lord
Lieutenant both of Shropshire 
and of Montgomeryshire,:l08 ; 
abstract resolutions aimed at 
him passed by the House, :108-
:109; resolution condemning 
him by name moved by Bur
goyne, :109 ; his second speech 
in defence, uo - ZIZ, and 
Appendi., II., :187-:196; re
lolution moved by Mr Wedder
bum that • Robert Lord Clive 
did at the same time render 
great and meritorious services 
to his country' carried without 
a division, U:I ; heavy strain 
caused by the enquiry, U 6 ; 
his physical sufferings, ZI7 ; 
his letters to Henry Strachey 
U 8; hi. death by his own 
hand, U 9, zzo; remarkable 
points in his career, :lU, 
:lZZ; his character, :1:141 
uS; his letter on Grenville's 
death, 217; his weaknesses, 
u7, u8; not refined either 
in manner or in appearance, 
u9 ; his generosity and 
sense of gratitude, 219; his 
conduct in private life irre
proachable, zz9 ; hi. views on 
public affairs clear and far
seeing, :I 30. 

Committee of Secrecy, object of 
and results, U 4. 

Conllans, Marquis de, commanded 
the French garrison at MasuJj.. 
patam, 1041 105. 

Coote, Eyre, landed at Fort 
William in command of the 
King's troops, 51 ; appointed 
by Watson to be Governor of 
Fort William, and superseded 
by Clive on the following day, 
53; votes at the Council of 
War for an immediate attack 
upon the Nawab, 77 ; 
despatched by Clive in pur
suit of Law, 89; defeats 
Lally at Wandiwash, 114. 

Corah, restored to the Emperor 
by the Nawab Voir, 153. 

Cornwallis, Marquis of, views of 
regarding official aalaries, 
163. 

Court of Directors of the East India 
Company, reception of Clive 
by, on his first retum from 
India, 40 ; their treatment of 
Clive after Piassey, 96 tI ..". ; 
Clive's unfavourable opinion 
of, 114; their comments on 
the misgovernment of Bengal 
under Vansittart, 139.' ..".; 
their inability to realise their 
responsibilities as governors 
of a great empire, 16:1 .t 
"'I. ; their resolution to bring 
to trial the Members of' 
Council who had been sus
pended by Clive overruled by 
the Court of Proprietors, 183 ; 
condemned by Clive in his 
speech before the House of 
Commons, :105. 

Court of Proprietors, denounced 
by Clive in his speech before 
the House of Commons, :105. 

Covelong, captured by Clive, 36-
37· 

D 

DALHOUSIE, Marquis of, ignorant 
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clamour raised against him, 
a3°· 

D' Auteuil, the French General, 
who commanded at the battle 
of Ambur, ao; supersedes 
Law before Trichinopoly, 
and ends by surrendering to 
Lawrence, 34. 

De Bussy, served as second in 
command at Ambur, ao; 
was the ablest of the French 
generals, ao; commanded 
French troops in the Dekhan, 
6a; distinguished by his de
fence of a post at Charmahal, 
6a; recalled by Lally from 
the Dekhan, 1020. 

Decorations, remarks upon, 111-
Ill.. 

Dekhan, the, Subahdara of, the 
real overlords of the greater 
part of Southern India, 19. 

Devikota, Clive employed in the 
expeditions against, I 3; ces
sion of the fort to the East 
India Company under some
what discreditable circum
stances, IS; Stringer Law
rence'. remarka on Clive'. 
conduct at, 16. 

Diwani, transferred to the East 
India Company at the 
instance of Clive, I So tt 

"". Drake, Governor of Fort William, 
escapes from the Black Hole 
outrage by taking refuge on 
board ship, 48; gives an 
unintelligible opinion regard
ing the attack upon Chander
nagore, 6]. 

Ducarrel, Miss, present in Clive's 
house on the occasion of his 
death, 119, uo. 

Dupleu., Governor of Pondicherry, 
6; the lint European to re
ernit natives of India for 
military employment, 6; in 
1746 sent Admiral Labour-

donnai. to attack Madras, 
6 ; disallowed Labourdonnaia' 
agreement with the Governor 
of Madras, 6; removed the 
Governor of Madras and 
principal officials to Pond i
cherry as prisoners of war, 6 ; 
conllict between English and 
French in Carnatic brought 
about by his ambition, 18; 
received valuable help from 
his wife, a French Creole, 18 I 
furnished a contingent of 400 
Frenchmen at the battle of 
Ambur, 20; received from 
Mirzapha Jung the sovereignty 
of eighty-one villages, 20; 
disgusted with Law's inac
tivity, superseded him by ap
pointing d' Auteuil, 34; re
called in 1754 and succeeded 
by Godehieu, 4]. 

Dupree, M., a French General 
whom Clive described as 
having been bribed by the 
English, 290. 

Dutch, the war with, 107 " It'l' 

B 

ELLis, Mr, a Member of Council 
and head of the factory at 
Patna, 134; killed in the 
massacre at that place, 1]6. 

Elphinstone, Honourable Mount
.tuart, hi. estimate of Clive, 
u 5-6; and Append;" III., 
297-]02.. 

p 

FUTOf&a, Sir Robert, misconduct 
of in connection with the 
mutiny of the officcra, 169 ; 
dismissed by court-martia" 
170; reinstated, 171 ; .ubae-
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quent misconduct as Com
mander-in-Chief at Madras, 
17 1• 

Forde, Colonel, an officer of the 
39th Foot, 103; gains an 
important victory at KondUr 
and captures Masulipatam, 
105.t "".; commands force 
against the Dutch and beats 
them, 108 ef "'I.; Clive's 
characteristic letter to him, 
110; his services not recog
nised by the Court of Direc
tors, 1 II ; perishes at sea in 
the Aurora frigate in 1769, 
111. 

Fox, Charles James, his India Bill 
owed its origin to Clive's letter 
to the elder Pitt, 128. 

Fuller, Rose, Mr, seconder of Mr 
Stanley'S amendmejlt in 
favour of Clive, :7.1 2.. 

G 

GASI<I!:LL, Nathaniel, father of 
Robert Clive's mother, 1. 

General Courts, subversive of the 
authority of the Court of 
Directors, 2.06, 2.85. 

George 111., Accession of, shortly 
before Clive reached England 
in 1760, 12.4; invests Clive 
with Order of the Bath in 
1772., 2.08; appoints him 
Lord-Lieutenant of Shropshire 
and Montgomeryshire, 2.08. 

Gheriah, a fort on the western 
coast possessed by Tulaji 
Angria, a Mahratta pirate, 
captured by Clive and Watson, 
44-5· 

Gheriah, scene of a battle fought 
by Major Adams against 
Kasim Ali Khan, 135-6. 

Grenville, George, friend and sup
porter of Clive, 129, 188. 

H 

HALUDAY, Sir Frederick, grand-
80n of Miss Ducarrel, his 
version of the story of Clive's 
death,2.2.o. 

Hastings, Warren, one of the only 
two civil servants of mark in 
Bengal, 94 ; his claims pressed 
upon Clive by Sykes in 1768, 
when-he was appointed second 
in Council at Madras, 190; 
appointed Governor of Bengal 
in 1771, 190; Clive's letter 
to him, 190-195; Clive's 
estimate of him as deficient 
in resolution mistaken, 195, 
196; cause of his difficulties 
as Governor of Bengal, 2.I4 ; 
his impeachment a blot upon 
English history, 2.30. 

Hemel Hempstead, Clive at a 
private school there, 3. 

Holwell, John Zephaniah, one of 
the sufferers in the Black 
Hole Outrage, 48; Acting 
Governor of Bengal, 48 .t 
"".; his India Tracts, 49 
(footttot.) ; released at the 
instance of the widow of 
Aliverdi Khan, 49; tem
porary Governor on Clive's 
departure in 1760, 114; a 
signatory to Clive's letter 
denouncing the Court of 
Directors' style of corre
spondence, 12.3 ; dismissed by 
the Court, 1.2. 3 ; his dislike 
to Mir J afar, 13:/.. 

Hughli Town, a factory established 
at, in the 17th century, 46; 
the Company's representatives 
driven thence in 1686, 46; 
captured by Clive and Wat
aon, 56. 

Hughli River, reached by Clive 
and Watson with p,art Ilf 
their force in the middle of 
December 1756, 50. 
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Hyder, Ali, the struggle within 
Madras, 187. 

I 

INGHAM, Mr, a surgeon, who 
accompanied Clive on his last 
visit to Bengal, :&63. 

Inland Trade, abuses connected 
with, 133; brought on war 
with Kasim Ali Khan, 134. 

J 
JAGGAT Sl!TH, a wealthy banker, 

supposed to have suggested 
the plot against Suraj ud 
Daulah, 68; murdered by 
order of Kasim Ali Khan, 
136. 

J aglr granted to Clive by Mir 
Jafar, 100 j temporarily re
sumed by the Court of 
Directors, 130; confirmed 
for ten years, 142.; Clive's 
tenure of it further extended 
after his final return from 
India, lSI. 

James, Lord Justice, describe. in 
his book, TII4 Briti," i" India, 
the rampant misrule which 
prevailed under Vansittart's 
Government, 141. 

Johnston, Governor, a violent 
opponent of Clive in the 
Select Committee of the 
House of Commons, 2.05. 

Johnston, Mr, a member of 
Council, suspended from the 
service by Clive, 149 j a 
member of the Select Com
mittee of the House of Com
moos, 302.. 

K 

KAsIM ALI KHAN, appointed 
Nawab of Bengal in super
session of his father-in-law, 
Mir Jafar, 132. ; pays 
£2.00,000 to membera of 
the Select Committee, 132.; 
cedes to the English the 
districts of Burdwan, Midna
pur and Chittagong, 132.; 
remonstrates against the 
system of inland transit 
dutie. enforced by the 
Council, 133; agree. with 
Vansittart to a compromise, 
which the Council decline to 
ratify, 134; establi.he. free 
trade in Bengal; the Council 
declare. war against him, 135; 
defeated in the battle. of 
Katwa, Gheriah and Andhwa 
Nala, . 135, 136; massacre. 
European prisoners at Patna 
and lIies into Oudh, 136; 
thence, after battle of Buxar, 
to Rohilkhand, 137. 

Kaveri, a river in the south of 
India, 33. 

Kaveripak, a village near which an 
important battle was fought 

. by Clive by moonlight, 2.9. 
Keene, Henry George, author of a 

poem entitled e/i",,', Dream 
"if.,. Plauey, 2.2.:&. 

Kilpatrick, Major, sent to Clive's 
aid with reinforcements, sz; 
votes with Clive in favour of 
attack upon Chandernagore, 
63· 

. Kondur, battle fought at, 104. 

L 

LABOIIRDONNAlS, the French admi
ral who besieged and took 
Madras in 1746,6. 

Lally Tollendal, Governor of 
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Pondicherry in 1758, captured 
Fort St David, 113; besieged 
Madras· in 1759, but raised 
siege in about two months, 
113 ; defeated by Eyre Coote 
at Wandiwash in 1760, 114. 

Lawrence, Stringer, Clive attracted 
hig notice, 10 ; his opinion of 
Clive at Devikota, IS; ap
pointed to command expedi
tion to Trichinopbly; placed 
Clive in command of a de
tachment sent to J amia varam, 
3z; received a sword of 
honour from the Court of 
Directors at the same time 
with Clive, 401; presented by 
Clive with an· annuity of 
£500,2.2.9, 

Law, M., commands the French 
in operations before Trichi
nopoly, but eventually sur
renders to Lawrence, having 
been previously superseded by 
D'Auteuil, 32. .t leV'; serves 
at Chandemagore during the 
siege, 63; joins the Nawab 
at Murshidabad, but is sent 
away before Plassey and es
capes into Oudh, 89. 

Lostock, a place in Cheshire where 
Robert Clive began his school 
life, 2.; its master predicted 
that if opportunity enabled 
him ' to exert his talents, 
few names would be greater 
than his,' 2.. 

Lushington, Mr, supposed to have 
written Watson'. signature to 
the sham treaty with Omi
chand by Watson's order, 
according to Clive, 72.. 

M 

MACAULAY, Thomaa Babington, 
remarks of, regarding the 
misgovernment of Bengal 

under Vansittart, 138-9; his 
favourable opinion of Clive, 
2.1Z. 

Madagascar, Clive predicted con
quest of by the French, z 30, 
2.74t 2.75. 

Madras, Robert Clive's arrival at, 
4 ; Clive allowed to use the 
Governor's library in, 4; sur
render of, to the French, on 
10th September 1746, 6; 
Clive's escape from, 7; re
stored to the English in 1748, 
II; Clive started from for 
Arcot on 2.6th August 1751, 
2.2. ; reinforcement from, 
reached Clive at Arcot on 15th 
November, 2.5; Clive marr.ied 
at, on 18th February 1753, 
37; expedition sailed from; 
to avenge the Black Hole 
Outrage in October 1756,49; 
authorities of, urged Clive to 
take back his force, 65; cir
cumstances which delayed 
Clive's return to, 66, 67, 98; 
besieged by Lally, 113; Clive 
heard there of the death of 
Mir Jafar, 146; Warren 
Hastings appointed second in 
Council at, 190. 

Mahrattas, rulers of the princi
palities of Tanjore, Madura, 
and Mysore, 12.; rule at 
SattOra, 19; in possession of 
Delhi, 160; threatened in
vasion of Bengal, 170. 

Malcolm, Sir John, his opinion 
regarding Clive's duels, 9; 
his opinion of Vaneittart's 
weak rule, 141. 

Malleson, Colonel, opinion of, as 
to the alleged threat by Omi
chand, 70; his statement of 
the question put to the Coun
cil of War before Plassey, 
77· 

Market Drayton, in Shropshire, 
where Robert Clive attended 
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his lecond school and climbed 
the church steeple, 3. 

Maskelyne, Edmund, Clive's com
panion in his escape from 
Madras, 7 ; brother of Lady 
Clive,37.-

Maskelyne, Margaret. St. Lady 
Clive. 

Maskelyne, Nevil, another brother 
of Lady Clive, Astronomer 
Royal, 39. 

Masulipatam, captured by Colonel 
Forde in 1758, 104,105 I im
portance of the capture, 106. 

Mauritius and Bourbon, French 
settlements, 274. 

Mayapur, Clive's force disembarked 
at, 50-I. 

Merchant Taylors' School, Robert 
Clive sent there.at the age of 
twelve, 3. 

Midnapore, a district ceded at the 
same time as Burdwan, 132. 

Mill, James, adverse opinion of 
regarding Clive's duels, 9; 
condemnl the Parliamentary 
proceedings against Clive, 215-
216. 

Minchin, Captain, deserta his post 
before the Black Hole outrage 
and takes refuge on board Ihip, 
48• 

Miran, Ion of Mir Jafar, orders 
Suraj ud Daulah to be mur
dered, 86; an attack by him 
upon the Dutch a verted by 
Clive, 110 ; he diel before his 
father, 132. 

Mir Jafar, commander-in-chief of 
the Nawab's army, 69 I joins 
the plot against the N awab 
and makes overtures to Clive, 
69; his doubtful attitude 
before and at the battle of 
Plas .. y, 75 It "'I.; received 
by Clive at Daudpur, 8 H 
installed by Clive as Nawab 
on 19th June 1757, 87; 
helped by Clive against the 

Shahzadl, 98 It Itf.; confers 
Jagir upon Clive, 100 I re
senta Clive's inlluence and 
Itimulatel the Dutch to 
attack Calcutta, 106 It '''I'; 
Holwell'l dislike to him, 131; 
removed from the Nawabohip, 
131; reinstated, 136; his 
death on a 5th February 1765, 
146; Clive's e.timate of hil 
friendship for him, 267, 

Mir Mudin, the only faithful 
general on Suraj ud Daulah's 
lide at PI.s.ey, killed early in 
the battle, Sa, 

Minapha JUng, candidste for the 
Subahdari of the Dekhan, 19; 
proclaims himlelf, after the 
battle of Ambur, Subahdar of 
the De\than and Chanda 
Sahib Naw;ib of the Car
natic, 20; con fen upon 
Dupleix eighty-one villages 
adjoining French territory, 
20; il killed in a revolt of 
hil Path"n soldiero, 21, 

Morari Rao, • freebooting Mab
ratta chief, who joined Clive 
shortly after the liege of 
Arcot wal raised, 27 ; secretly 
supporta Muhammad Ali in 
refuling to give up Trichino
poly to the Raja of Myoore, 
]S. 

Moreton Say, the birthplace of 
Robert Clive, in Shropshire, 
1 I where he wal aloo buried, 
220. 

Muhsmmad Ali, Nawab of the 
Carnati", known as Nawab 
Wallajah, 20 I besieged at 
Trichinopoly by Chand. 
Sahib, 20 I more thin once 
reduced to despair, 31 I hi, 
refusal to perform • prom i.e 
to the Raja of Myoore, 35. 

Muhammad RiA Khan, Minister 
of the Nawab Nuim ud 
Daulah, 1 So. 
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Munro, Sir Hector, wOli ~. decisive 
victory at Buxar with troops 
recently in a state of mutiny, 
137-8• 

Murshidabad, native capital of 
Bengal, Suraj ud Daulah re
turned there in the night 
after Plassey, and was mur
dered there by order of Miran, 
86; Clive entered on 2,9th 
June, 87; seat of Govern
ment removed from to Mun
gir by Kasim Ali Khan, 134. 

Muxadavad, one of the names of 
Murshidabad, 268,f •• tn.te. 

N 

NAZIM UD DAULAII, succeedctd Mir 
Jafar in 1765 as Nawab of 
Bengal, 146; his character, 
152,· 

Nazir Jung, grandson of Nizam ul 
Mull<, contests the claim of 
Mirzapha Jung at the battle 
of Amb6r, 19; is murdered 
by one of his tributaries, 2,1. 

Newcastle, Duke of, Clive's letter 
to, 57-60. 

Nizam ul Mulk, Subahdar of the 
Dekhan, death of, 19. 

North, Lord, Prime Minister in 
1772" 197; confers with Clive, 
197; support. the attack on 
Clive in the House of Com
mons, 2,09 ; passes the Regu
lating Act of 1773, 214. 

o 
OMICHAND, a wealthy Hindu, in 

whose garden the battle of 
5th February 1757 was fought, 
69; his alleged threat to 
divulge the plot against Suraj 
ud Daulah, 69 et "'I.; the red 
and white treaties, 71 ; reve-

X 

lation of the trick to, 88 ; the 
fraud upon, indefensible, 2,2.3. 

Oudh, Nawab Vazir of. See ,Sujah 
ud Daulah. 

P 

PATNA, threatened by the Shah
zada, 99 ; capture of, by Ellis, 
134; recapture, 134; mass
acre of Europeans at, 136. 

Pigot, Lord, accompanied Clive to 
Verdachalam, when they had 
to ride for their lives, 16; 
when Governor of Madras in 
1775 was imprisoned by the 
members of his Council, 171. 

Pitt, William, the elder, Clive's 
letter to him, 114-12.0; 
unable as Earl of Chatham; 
owing to ill-health, to help 
Clive, 178; his favourable 
opinion of Clive'. first speech 
before the Select Committee 
of the House of Commons, 
199· 

Pitt, William, the younger, his 
India Bill owed its origin to 
Clive's letter to the elder Pitt, 
12.8. 

Plassey, battle of, 75 et "'I. 
Pocock, Admiral, second in com

mand to Admiral Watson, 45; 
arrives in the river Balesh war 
with a detachment of the 39th 
Foot, 63 ; a statue put up to 
him in the East India House, 
178• , 

Pondicherry, unsuccessful siege of, 
9; capital of French posses
sions in India, 6 I. 

R 

RAJA DULAK RAM, one of the parties 
of the plot against Suraj ud 
Daulah, 68 ; appointed joint 
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minister to Nazim ud Daulah, 
ISO. 

Raja Sahib, son of Chanda Sahib, 
besieges Clive at Arcot, 24 It 
"'1' j i.beaten by Clive near 
Arni, 2.8; and again at 
Kaveripale, 29. 

Regulating Act, passed in 1773, 
merits and defects of, 2.14. 

Rio de Janeiro, Clive detained 
there for nine montha on his 
first voyage to India, 4. 

Rochford, Lord, Secretary of State, 
in 1772., confers with Clive, 
198• 

Roman Senate, Mountstuart 
Elphinstone describes the 
divisions of the House of 
Commons on Clive's case as 
• worthy the best days of the 
Roman Senate,' 302.. 

S 

ST FRAIS, M., commands a French 
detachment at Plassey, 78. 

St Michael'., Clive elected member 
for, but unseated on petition, 
41 • 

Salabitjung, Subahdar of the 
Dekhan, in alliance with the 
French in 1758, 104 It "'I' j 
seven years later formally 
cedes the Northern Sirk3rs 
to the English, 106. 

Salt trade, society established to 
conduct, 164; disallowed by 
the Court of Directors, 164. 

Samiavaram, Clive advises occupa-
tion of, 33. . 

Sandwich, Lord, supports Clive 
in his candidature for St 
Michae!'., 41. 

Saunders, Mr,Governor of Madra., 
authori... Clive's CJ[pedition 
against Arcot, 17. 

Scrafton, Mr, undeceives Omi
chand about the .ham treaty, 

88; endeavours to move 
Clive'. suspicions regarding 
variou. directors, 182.; ap
pointed one of the Commis
sioners to reform Indian ad
ministration, but perishes at 
sea in the frigate Aurora be
tween the Cape and Calcutta, 
18g. 

Select Committee of the House of 
Commons, appointment of, 
moved for by Colonel Bur
goyne, and carried, 206 ; ita 
composition, 2.06; its Object, 
2. 13. 

Shah Alam, Emperor of Delhi. See 
Shahzada. • 

Shahzada, the, threatens invasion 
of Bengal, 67 ; besiege. Patna, 
but retires on the ad vance of 
Clive, from whom he receives 
help in money, 99;as Emperor 
Shah Alam invades Bengal in 
concert with the N .wab Vaair 
and K.sim Ali Khan, but 
after Bu"ar repain to the 
English camp, 137; confers 
the Diwani upon the Com
pany, 154; fails to induce 
Clive to help him to recover 
Delhi, 16o. 

Shrewsbury, Clive elected member 
for, 12.9. 

Shrirangham, an island situated be
tween two branches of the 
river Kaveri, 33. 

Siyar-ul-Mutakharin, the author 
of, appeals to God against the 

. misgovernment and oppression 
of the English, 141. 

Smith, Colonel Richard, one of the 
brigadiers who supported Clive 
in the military mutiny in 1766, 
169 It "'I' j succeeded Clive 
in command of Bengal army, 
185 ; Clive's opinion of, 186. 

Speeches, Clive's speech .. before 
the Select Committee, 2.]1 It 
"'I', 287 It "'I' 
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Stanley, Mr, amendment moved 
by, to General Burgoyne's 
motion hostile to Clive, Zl2. 

Strachey, Henry, Clive's secretary, 
218 ; Clive's letters to him, 
Zl8 ; present at Clive's death, 
220; recommended to Clive 
by George Grenville, 263, 

Styche, Clive's birthplace, J, 
Sujah ud Dau1ah, Nawab Vazir of 

Oudh, invade. Bengal in con
cert with Kasim Ali Khan 
and Shah Alam, but is de
feated at Buxar by Sir Hector 
Munro, 137 ; his treaty with 
Clive, 153. 

Sullivan, Lawrence, hostility of, to 
Clive, 127; opposes reap
pointment of Clive. as 
Governor of Bengal, 142 " 
It".; attacks Clive in the 
House of Commons, 198 tt 
Itf· 

Sumner, Mr, a member of the 
Bengal Council, dismissed for 
having signed the letter re
monstrating with the Court 
of Directors on the style of 
their correspondence, 12]. 

Suraj ud Daulah, Nawab of Bengal, 
his character, 47; the Black 
Hole outrage, 48 ; his attack 
upon Calcutta, 57 " Itf.; his 
treaty with Clive and Watson, 
60; treacherous al he was 
cruel, 66; distrust of him 
felt by the leading natives 
of Bengal as well as by all 
the English, 67; a plot to 
dethrone him, 68 tt It".; he 
meets Clive at Plassey, 78 " 
It".; his only faithful general 
mortally wounded. early in 
the battle, 84; he lIies to 
Murshidabad and thence to 
Rijmahal, 85, 86; is handed 
over to Mir Jafar, and mur
dered by order of Mir J afar's 
son Miran, 86-87' 

Sykes, Mr, a member of the Select 
Committee lent out with 
Clive in 17640 190; urged 
the claims of Warren Hast
ings, 190. 

T 

THURLOW, Lord, Attorney-General, 
supports the attack upon Clive, 
209. 

Tim"ri, Fort at, taken by Clive, 
27· 

v 
V ANSITTART, Henry, appointed, on 

Clive's recommendation, to 
succeed him as Governor of 
Bengal, 131; removes Mir 
Jafar from" the Nawabship, 
1]2; his agreement with 
Kasim Ali Khan disallowed 
by the Council, 134; the 
weakness of his government 
described by Sir John Mal
colm and by Lord Justice 
James, 141 ; appointed mem
ber of Commission of Super
vision, and perishes at sea, 
188, 189, 

Verelst, Mr, succeeds Clive as 
Governor of Bengal, 172 ; his 
qualifications, 187; Clive's 
opinion of him, 279. 

W 

W ANDIWASH, battle of, 114, 
Watt., agent at Murshidabad in 

1757, 66; joins Clive at 
Kalna, 75; over..,stimated 
the wealth of Suraj ud Daulah, 
87; rendered valuable services 
to Clive before Plassey, 131. 

Watson, Admiral, associated with 
Clive in attack upon Gheriah 



318 lNDEX 

and Suvarndrug, 44-45 ; bia 
attitude regarding prize money, 
45; appointed to command 
tbe\quadron in wbicb Clive's 
expedition to avenge tbe Black 
Hole outrage was Bent to Cal
cutta, 49 .t It".; biB perverse 
obstinacy, 50 .t It".; biB 
attempt to supersede Clive in 
command of Fort William, 
53 ; bi, subsequent co-opera
tion witb Clive fairly cordial, 
S5 ; takes part in tbe capture 
of Hugbli, 56; aasociated 
with Clive in tbe treaty witb 
the N a wah, 61; opposed to 
signing treaty with Governor 
ofCbandernagore,61 ; Clive's 
bigh opinion of tbe conduct 
of bis lIeet, 64 ; his refuBal to 

sign the fictitiouB treaty with 
Omichand, biB letter to Clive 
before Plassey, 71, 7'1.; his 
death, 94; Clive'. recognition 
of hi. worth, 94. 

Wedderburn, Solicitor - General, 
defends Clive, '1.12. ; carrie. a 
resolution that' Robert Lord 
Clive did at the aame time 
render great and meritorious 
services to hi. country,' :&1 z. 

Wellesley, Marqui. of, biB treat
ment by the Directors of the 
East India Company, 'I. ]0. 

Wilson, Horace Hayman, tbe com
mentator on Mill'. Hi.t.? of 
I"Jia, 70, 

WilBon, Colonel W, J .. historian 
of the Madras army, 104 
(( •• t".Ie j. 

THE END 


