
THE HISTORY 
011' 

"B R I TIS H IN D I A. 

BY JAMES MILL, ESQ. 

FOURTH EDITION WITH NOTES AND CONTINUATION, 

By HORACE HAYMAN WILSON, M.A., F.R.S! 

MBHBRa OP THB ROYAL ASIATIC 80018'1''1', OW TUB ASIATIC fiOCIBTIBS OP i»ARIB, 

BOSTO' AJlD CALCUTTA, AII'D OP ntH Oal&NTA.L 80CI8TI' 01' ORaMANY; 01' THB 

IMPBBIAL ACADSIIJBS 01' ..... PBTBBBBUBali AND VIB!lNA.i 0" THB IMPERIAL 

SOCIEn O' NATURALISTS 01' MOSCOW. AND 0' TUB ROYAL ACADaMIBS 0. 
BBaLtft' AND I[tJllleR: OOB.BBSfONDING tr'KJlBBB 01' THB ACADEMY 

01' WBARca; 'H. DB. III' !'JIB 'UNIVBRS1TY 01' BaBaLAU; HBD. DR. 

lit' TBB "NIVBUITI' 0'1' .ABBURG, 8'1'0. B'fO.; AND BODBN 

.P80P8S80B 01' BAMBORI" III "B8 VNIVBBSITY OP OXFORD. 

VOLUME VII. 

LONDON: 
JAMES MADDEN, 8,.LEADENHALL STREET, 

\ AND 

GEORGE WILLIS, PIAZZA, COVENT GARDEN. 

M.DCCC.XLVIII. 



V2,L.L7 

Ft84B,7 
31-5 

J 

j 
j 

j 
j 
j 

j 
j 
j 
j 
j 
j 

j 
j 
j 
j 
j 
j 
j 

j 
j 
j 

j 
j 

j 
j 
j 
j 



ADVERTISEMENT. 

WHEN l consented to carry a new edition of 
I Mill's History of British India through the press; I 

engaged to continue the History to the date at 
, which the East India Company's charter was last 
, renewed. The engagement was somewhat ill-con-

.- sidered. It was acceded to under an anticipation 

that the task could be accomplished with compara
tive facility, as a residence in Bengal during nearly 
the entire interval had made me familiar with the 
general course of the events which had occurred, 
and some of which I had at various tim~s attempted 
to record. It was soon . evident that I had much 

miscalculated. 
However lively the impression which had been 

made by the interesting and important character of. 
.. the transactions I had witnessed, I felt it to be my 

. duty, before undertaking to narrate them, to consult 
'. all the available authorities of an original and au-
t 

\ then tic description in which they were to be traced.· 

:Foremost among these were the valuable but volumi-
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nous Records at the India House; an unreserved 

access to which was readily granted by Sir John 
Hobhouse, the President of the Board of Controul, 
and W. B. Bayley, Esq., then Chairman of the 
Court of Directors. The obligation of making use 
of this privilege, however imperfectly, has caused 
an amount of labour and expenditure of time far 
exceeding my expectations. 

Beside the manuscript volumes, to which the 

great bulk of the Records is necessarily confined, 
very extensive portions of them have been occa
sionally printed by order of Parliament, or under 
the authority of the Court of Directors. To these, 
also, it was necessary to refer, and the reference was 
not effected without incurring additional trouble 
and delay. 

The third and last class of authorities to which 
extensive application has been made, consists of the 
published accounts of persons engaged or interested 
in the occurrences which they have related. There 
is a great body of contemporary evidence of this 
description, varying in merit and in weight, but 
exacting attention from all who wish to obtain an 
accurate knowledge of the origin and progress of 
events. The perusal in more or less detail of as 
many publications of this class as I could meet with, 
has contributed to retard the completion of my task 
beyond the limits within which I had trusted that \ 

it would have been concluded. 
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I have thought it necessary thus to accoun~ for 
the delay which has occurred, and which is not yet 
at an end. It has been occasioned by an anxious 

wish to offer to the public an historical work in 

which they may place some trust. 'Vhether that 
object has been attained, remains to be determined; 
but the desire to merit confidence will, perhaps, 

be accepted as. a sufficient excuse for the apparent 
tardiness of the writer. 

H. H. 'V ILSON. 

LoNDON, 

25th NovemlJer, 1844. 
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I. 

PAGE 38. 

CLAIMS OF THE PESHWA UPON THE GAEKWAR. 

Schedule of the Sums due to the Poona State from 
the Gaekwar', Government. 

Balance of an account settled in 1798 
On account of presents 7,79,000 
On account of troops (3000) 

not maintained •••. 6,75,000 

14,54,000 
N.B. These sums have been accumulating for 

Rup8U. 

39,82,789 No. J. 

ten years • • • • • • • • • . • 1,45,40,000 
Damaji Gaekwar conquered the country of 

the Babi, upon condition of assuming half, and 
delivering the other half to the Peshwa j and 
that a karkoon on the part of the Government 
should settle this: and a memorandum be given 
in of the division, ane! that the places were to 
be given up in the year 1740, and whatsoever 
was due before this period was to be remit-
ted. This was never carried into effect. In 
the year 1771 the Gaekwar paid one lakh of 
rupees, and in the next agreed to pay 25,000 j ----

Carried forward . . . 1,85,22,789 
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Rupea. 

Brought forward . • • 1,85,22,789 
and, when Fateh Sing Gaekwar should come, 
then it should be executed. This was settled 
in 1765, but has never been carried into effect; 
therefore a lakh of rupees per year is due for 
thirty-seven years • • • . • • • • • 37,00,000 

In the year 1794 the dignity of Sena-khas
khel-Shamshir Bahadur was granted to Govind 
Rao Gaekwar, besides lands, for which 56,38,001 
rupees were given. He died; and the same 
honours and lands were granted to his son, for 
which he is to pay .••••.•• 56,38,001 

The whole amounting to • R- 2,78,60,790 

In the year 1796 it was agreed that 3000 horsemen 
should be furnished, and upon a requisition .woo; and that 
one of the Gaekwar's relations should remain at court; 
and that the . troops should at all periods be in readiness, 
and, if not necessary, that a sum of money should be 
given in lieu. 

Ahmedabad is under two authorities, but the same 
arrangements continue as under Madhu Rao; and, if any 
deviation should have been admitted, let it be abolished. 

You agreed, in the year 1792, to give the Sirm three 
of your best elephants and five horses; but it has not been 
done: therefore fail not to do it now. 

In the year 1793 you borrowed, through our intervention, 
the sum of one lall of rupees, for tfhich we were secu
rities, and agreed to pay the bills drawn upon you; but 
this has not been done: therefore do 10 !fOW, and pay the 
interest. 

You were also bound to present a lakh of rupees' worth 
of jewels; but this baa not been done: do 80 now, and 
adhere to the engagements which were concluded in the 
time of Madhu Rao. 
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You owe Dalnji Naik Dhora Souku a awn of money. No. I. 
(or whicb Government became aecurity. Liquidate thia --
at the rate or one Iakb of rupeea per annum. and 10 treat 
Mulhar Rao and his family at to prevent hia complaints 
reaching Government. 

In addition to tha. engagements were also made in 
which you admitted the aum at. . . . n- 78.33,212 

but only paid. • • • • • • 28,13,325 

So that there ia atill a balanee of • • n- 50.19,887 
Let this be aettled. 

You have held the village of Rani. in the 
Pergunna of Sandi. for these thirteen yean, 
which w.a worth 2000 rupeea per annum. Pay 
this money. and deliver up the village to the 
Kamavisdar • • • • • • • • • •• 26,000 

50,45,887 
and wherever the villagea have been assessed let the Dloney 
be returned. 
. Several of the papcll having been destroyed or laid 
aside during the irruption of Holkar. the accounts cannot 
be completely made out; but, aa the recorda are found. 
other items ahall be inserted. 

In the year 1700 bin. were drawn upon you: let an 
account be furnished. 

II. 

PAGE 70. 

lIollcaT', PropOliiion, IltA .Dec. 1801. 10 SinJMa. 

1. 11.1 highneu the Pesbwa a our aoyereign. and we No. II. 

are hia lenants. Let ua therefore. like our alleeaton. 
continue to obey hia orden. 
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No. II. 12. Let us keep on friendly terms with the Bhonsla and 
--- other Sirdars of the Peshwa, and let us consult with them 

on all occasions. 
3. ~et the agreements which passed between us at Sub

bulgerh under the sanction of our oaths be abided by, 
and let not the terms of friendship which existed between 
our ancestors be departed from. 

4. Any Aumils or officers of either party, who may pro
ceed into the country of the other with a force, will take 
the greatest care to preserve the country. Should they, 
contrary to the orders of their master, exact any money 
from the country, their master will account for it. 

5. Should any new enterprise be contemplated, it shall" 
be carried on by mutual consultation. " 

6. That our friendship may be preserved, and doubts 
between us be done away, let neither endeavour to tamper 
with the army of the other; and, should any Sirdar quit 
the service of eitheI party, let him not be retained by the 
other. 

7. The money colleOcted by Meer Khan from the Mahauls 
of Sadourah and others, the five Mahauls, shall be repaid. 
to Maharaja Dowlat Rao Sindhia. 

8. Let the money which may have been collected by th~ 
Soobahdars of one party from the Mahauls of the other 
since the settlement of differences at Subbulgerh be ac
counted for mutually. 

9. Let a respectable Vakeel from each party attend the 
Durbar of the other. Let the tribute from the other Rajas 
and wealthy chiefs unconnected with us, as the Gaekwar 
and others, remain in the hands of those who have been ac
customed to collect them. In this we have no concern. 
Should, however, it so happen that any new arrangement 
in regard to them should be proposed, let it be prosecuted 
by our joint .counsels and consent. 

10. If any of the ministers or Aumils of either part 
should treacherously seek the protection of the other, let 
him not be protected, but delivered over to the state he 
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belongs to; but, if he be a man of rank, let the matter of No. II. 

dispute be fairly inquired into and adjusted. 
11. Let the tributes for Jaypore and Joudhpore continue 

to be collected as they were in the time of our ancestors. 
You (Sindhia) will not create any disturbance in the coun
try of Jaypore, nor will I (HoIkar) interfere in the country 
of Marwar (Joudhpore). 
. Let these eleven propositions be well considered, and an 
answer returned to them. 

III. 

PAGE 140. 

Proclamation. 

THE Right Honourable the Governor in Council No. III. 

having observed that in some late instances an extra---
ordinary degree of agitation has prevailed among se-
yeral corps of the native army of this coast, it has 
been his Lordship's particular endeavour to ascertain 
the motives which may have led to conduct so difFer-
ent from that which formerly distinguished the native 
army. From this inquiry it has. appeared that many 
persons of evil intentions have endeavoured, for mali-
cious purposes, to impress upon the native troops a 
belief that it is the wish of the British Government 
to convert them by forcible means to Christianity; and 
his Lordship in Council has observed with concern, 
that such malicious reports have been believed by many 
of the native corps. 

The Right Honourable the Governor in Council deems 
it therefore proper in this public manner to repeat to 
the native troops his assurance that the same respect 
which has been invariably shown by the British Govern-
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No. IlL ment for their religion and for their' customs will be 
---always continued; and that no interruption will be given 

to any native, whether Hindu or lIussehnan, in the prac
tice of his religious ceremonies. 

His Lordship in Council desires that the native troops 
will not give belief to the idle rumours which are cir
culated by enemies of their happiness, who endeavour 
with the basest designs to weaken the confidence of the 
troops in the British Government. His Lordship in 
Council desires that the native troops will remember 
the constant attention and humanity which have been 
shown by the British Government in providing for their 
comfort, by augmenting the pay of the native officers and 
Sepoys, by allowing liberal pensions to those who have 
done their duty faithfully, by making ample provision 
for the families of those who may have died in battle, 
and by receiving their children into the service of the 
Honourable Company, to be treated with the same care 
and bounty as their fathers had experienced. 

The Right Honourable the Governor in Council trusts 
that the native troops, remembering these circumstances, 
will be sensible of the happiness of their situation. which 
is greater than that which the troops of any other part of 
the world enjoy; and that they will continue to observe the 
same good conduct for which they were distinguished in 
the days of General Lawrence, of Sir Eyre Coote, and of 
other renowned heroes. 

The native troops must at the same time be sensible, 
that if they should fail in the duties of their allegiance, 
and should show themselves disobedient to their officers, 
their conduct will not fu.il to receive merited punishment; 
as the British Government is not lellS prepared to punish 
the guilty than to protect and distinguish those who are 
deserving of its favour. 

It is directed that this paper be translated with care into 
the Tamul, Telinga, and HindOO8tanee languages, and that 
copies of it be circulated to each native battalion; of which 
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the EW'opean officers are enjoined and ordered to be care- N ... ilL 

lul in making it known to every native officer and Sepoy --
under their command. 

It u also directed that copiea of the paper be circulated 
to the magiatratea and collecton under the Government, for 
the purpOle of being fully understood in all parte of the 
country. 

Dated in Fort St. George, the 3rd December, 1806. 

IV. 

PAGE 176. 

Eztract Jrom IAk,hman Dawa', Petition to the "'gent oj the 
Goolf1'1Wf'-General ill Bundelkhand, 27th :blarch, 1809. 

You, Sir, told me that you would say everything you Np. IV. 

could Cor me to the Governor-General, and do all in your --
power for me. You also desired me to continue near you: 
accordingly, I remained in yoW' preaence. :My condition 
and caae ia thia:-For lOme yean I have kept an army, 
with which I have plundered a number of Brahmans, vil-
lagers, and peasant.; and also fought againat yoW' forces, 
and destroyed a great number of yoW' people. I enter-
tained twelve hundred men for these six yearl, leven or 
eight hundred of whom have periahed in these tranaactiona. 
I have behaved in an unparalleled, ungrateful, and rebel-
lious manner to your Government; so as no one in thie 
country Dever behaved, nor ever will. I did not give up 
the fort of Ajaygerh, as I promised to do, within two yean; 
neither' did I pay the money which I promised to pa,.. 
The greatest ingratitude and faithlessness appear against 
me. I have become infamoul all over Bundelkhand. All 
the peasantry are in expectation of my death.' All the 
Brahmans, :Mahajans, servants, Sipahia, Hindus, Muts-
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No. IV. eddis, brothers, connexions of my own father far off or 
--- near, all the Rajas, Fojdars, Amils, religious, educated, 

Gods, lagirdars, Padarthis, Byragis, Fakirs, the whole of 
the inhabitants, great and small, are wishing every instant 
to be my last. I would that their wishes were fulfilled. 
If I continue to exist, I had better not remain in this 
country; my death were preferable. I have· four or :five 
people sitting under the fort of Ajaygerh. Having called 
them to you, you will advise them respecting me, and blow 
me and my family away from the mouth of a cannon. This 
will be well for me, and it will accord with the wishes of 
all. They will be pleased, and I wish it. If I consent 
not to this, I am a liar, and agree to be regarded as hateful 
to God. 

H I hesitate, I call upon God to bear witness. Favour 
me with this punishment, and it will be well for me. I 
beg you to reflect upon it, and order it to be done; and I 
beg of you to give my brothers and connexions two 
villages each for their support. If what I have requested 
be not agreeable to you, I beg you will exalt me as you 
have done other Rajas, or still more. The way to exalt me 
is to give me a lill of rupees in money, and all my own 
country, as well as what is mentioned in the Sunnud given 
to me by Captain Baillie. If this, Sir, should please you, 
it is well; if not, pray blow me from a cannon's mouth. 
The last is honour; the :first a mere nothing. Do which-· 
ever you please, I shall be content. I cannot be content 
with anything else. I pray you, consider it well. May 
the sun of your fortune perpetually shine! 
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v. 
PAGE 268. 

GENERAL ORDERS. 

Head Quarters, Choultry Plain, tz8 Jan. 1809. 

General Order. By the Commander-in-cltief. 

THE immediate departure of Lieutenant-General Mac- No. V. 

dowall from Madras will prevent his design of bringing --
Lieutenant-Colonel Munro, Quartermaster-General, to 
trial for disrespect to the Commander-in-chief, for disobe-
dience of orders, and for contempt of military authority, 
in having resorted to the power of the Civil Government in 
defiance of the judgment of the officer at the head of the 
army, who had placed him under an arrest on charges pre-
ferred against him by a number of officers co~anding 
native corps; in consequence of which appeal direct to the 
Honourable the President in Council, Lieutenant-General 
Macdowall has received a positive order from the Chief 
Secretary to liberate Lieutenant-Colonel Munro from ar-
rest. 

Such conduct on the part of Lieutenant-Colonel Munro 
being destructive of subordination, subversive of military 
discipline, a violation of the sacIed rights of the Com
mander-in-chief, and holding out a most dangerous ex
ample to the service, Lieutenant-General Macdowall, in 
support of the dignity of the profession and his own sta
tion and character, feels it incumbent on him to express 
his strong disapprobation of Lieutenant-Colonel Munro's 
unexampled proceedings, and considers it a solemn duty 
imposed upon him to reprimand Lieutenant-Colonel Munro 
in general orders; and he is hereby reprimanded accord-
ingly. (Signed) T. BOLES, 

Adjutant-General. 
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VI. 

PAGE 272. 

Fort St. George, S1st Jan. 1809. 

General Order. By GOf)ernmen~. 

No. VI. IT has recently come to the knowledge of the Honour-
--- able the Governor in Council that Lieutenant-General 

Hay Macdowall did, previous to his embarkation from the 
Presidency, leave to be published to the army a general 
order, dated the 28th instant, in the highest degree disre
spectful to the Government; in which that officer has pre
sumed to found a public censure on an act adopted under 
the immediate authority of the Governor in Council, and 
to convey insinuations grossly derogatory to the character 
of the Government, and subversive of military discipline 
and of the foundation of public authority. 

The resignation of Lieutenant-General Macdowall of 
the command of the army of Fort St. George not having 
been yet received, if becomes the duty of the Governor in 
Council, in consideration of the violent and inflammatory 
proceedings of that officer on the present and on other 
recent occasions, and for the purpose of preventing the 
possible repetition of farther acts of outrage, to anticipate 
the period of his expected resignation, and to annul the 
appointment of Lieutenant-General Macdowall to the 
command of the army of this Presidency. 

The Governor in Council must lament, with the deepest 
regret, the necessity of resorting to an extreme measure 
of this nature: but, when a manifest endeavour has been 
made to bring into degradation the supreme public autho
rity, it is essential that the vindication should not be less 
signal than the offence; and that a memorable example 
should be given, that proceedings subversive of established 
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order caD find no security under the sanction of rank No. VI. 

however high, or ot station however exalted. 
The general order in question having been circulated 

under the signature of the Deputy Adjutant-General of the 
army, it must have been known to that officer, that, in 
giving currency to a paper of this offensive description, he 
was acting in direct violation of his duty to the Govern
ment. .AI. no authority can justify the execution of an 
illegal act, connected, as that act obviously in the present 
case has been, with views of the most reprehensible nature, 
the Governor in Council thinks it proper to mark his 
highest displeasure at the conduct of Major Boles, by di
recting that he shall be suspended from the service of the 
Honourable Company •. 

The general order left by the Commander-in-chief for 
publication, under date the 28th instant, is directed to be 
expunged from every public record i and the Adjutant-Ge
neral of the army will immediately circulate the necessary 
orders for this purpose. 

By order of the Honourable the Governor in Council. 
(Signed) G. BUCHAN, 

Chief Secretary to Government. 

VII. 

PAGE 438. 

Zemindari Sunnud granted by Jehangir. 

IT has happened in this propitious time that Abhiman No. VII. 

Sing. Zemindar of Mahanagar in Nizamabad. has em
braced Islamism. and been honoured with the title of Raja 
Nadir Dowlat Khan. We have therefore bestowed upon 
him twenty-two Pergunnas in Soobah Allahabad. from the 
commencement of the Khuneef crop. and according to the 
specification below. Our illustrious sons and rulers of the 
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No. VII; provinces and Mootsuddies must ever use their strongest 
--- endeavours perpetually to maintain this grant, and confirm' 

the Zemindari of the above Pergunnas to the afore-men
tioned person and his descendants for ever. They will de
duct 1,25,000 rupees as his Nankarfrom the total Jumma 
payable. to the Government, in order that he may spend it; 
and the fixed allowance per village and per-centage in the 
Jumma and other Zemindari dues from his sup part. This 
Sunnud will not require renewal. Dated Rubbee 001 Akhir 
15th~ 'in the 4th year of the reign. (Specification on the 
reverse.) Pergunnas twenty-two (then follow their names). 
Nankar 1,25,000 rupees. Zemindari dues per village two 
rupees, per-cent. one rupee.-J. Asiatic Society of Bengal, 
vol. viii. p. 93. 

VIII. 

PAGE 469. 

The Petition of all the Inhabitants of the City of Benares, 
etc. etc. 

SHEWETH, 

No. VIII. That we, your humble petitioners, have been nourished 
from our infancy by the fostering care of the British Go
vernment, and have been protected from every evil. During 
the government of Mr.' Hastings especially we enjoyed 
ease and tranquillity, when, by the abolition of the tax 
on pilgrims, the fame of the Government was extended 
from one end of India to the other. In like manner, in the 
time of the Marquis Cornwallis we enjoyed various advan-

. tllges: the Sayer and town duties, and other descriptions of 
oppressive duties,. were abolished. The affairs of this pro
vince were committed to the administration of Mr. Duncan ; 
and such was the indulgence ext.ended to us, that, for the 
first time, Vakeels were appointed in the courts of justice 
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on the part of Government, and the claims of Government No. VIII. 

were henceforward judged and determined in common with --~ 
the claims of other people. A considerable sum of money 
was also appropriated for the expense of the Hindoo col-
lege, and hundreds of people obtained Jageers, pensions, 
and donations: the people of all descriptions were secured 
in the enjoyment of their laws and their religion, together 
with the customs and usages to which they had been long 
habituated. The fame of the Government extended itself 
throughout the world; everything submitted to its will, 
and the population of the country increased with its pro-
sperity. 

When the court of justice was originally established at 
Benares, the fees payable on the institution of suits were 
fixed at the rate of five per cent.; but the people claimed 
the interposition of the Governor-General's agent at this 
place, and the fees were reduced in consequence to the 
rate of one per cent. We fully expected that in a short 
time these also would be abolished, but after that gentle
man went away they were again increased; and by the 
introduction of the stamp duties, transit and town duties, 
by the Phatuckbundee and other new institutions, your 
petitioners were reduced to distress and wretchedness. 

During the last five years the seasons have proved un
favourable; the harvests have been injured by drought, 
hail, and frost; and the price of every article of consump
tion has increased twofold. In this state of things, Regu
lation xv., 1810, is introduced; and the tax it imposes, by 
affecting all ranks of people, has thrown the subjects of 
your Government into consternation. Accordingly, anum
ber of people, in the confident expectation of obtaining 
that indulgence which Government has always been accus
tomed to extend to its subjects, exposed themselves to the 
inclemency of the season, and, with nothing to cover them 
but the heavens, bowed their faces to the earth in suppli
cation: in this state of calamity several of them perished. 
We presented some petitions, setting forth our distresses to 

VOL. I. 2 Q 
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. No. VlIL the magistrate; and, as we did not obtain our object, we 
--- petitioned the provincial court, but from our untoward 

fate we were again unsuccessful. In this state of trouble 
the proclamation oC the 13th of Ian. 1811 was issued, 
under the impression that your petitioners were in a state 
of disobedience to the Government; which we humbly 
represent was never even within our imagination. In im
plicit obedience to this proclamation, as to the decree of 
fate, we got up, and returned to our homes, in full de
pendence upon the' indulgence of the Government. We 
set forth our distresses as below stated: we hope that yon, 
under the authority vested by Government in its officers, 
upon the exercise of which the welfare oC the country 
depends, will be pleased to translate this our petition, and 
forward it to the Right Honourable the Governor-General 
in Council, that, under the provision contained in clause 
1st, Regulation xli., 1793, we may obtain relief. The 
indulgent disposition which is invariably manifested by 
the Government induces us to entertain a confident hope 
that the petition of its afflicted subjects will be complied 
with. 

[The following representation relates to Regulation xv., 
1810, and the proclamation of the 13th of January 1811.] 

First. By Regulation xxiii., 1793, the expense of the 
police establishments was to be defrayed by a tax levied 
from the merchants, traders, and shopkeepers, who were 
considered one of the most opulent classes of -the people; 
but, by the rules in Regulation vi., 1797, the Regulation 
above mentioned was rescinded, and it was declared that 
the tax was a source of vexation to the contributors. 
The Vice-President in Council accordingly resolved to abo
lish this tax, and to substitute the duties on stamp paper 
in the room of it. Sire, when the vexations to which the 
people were exposed by being subjected to the tax are so 
fully known to you, there can be no necessity Cor us to 
employ much detail in representing them; and let it be 
understood that the persons who then were affected by 
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Regulation xxiii, 1793, are n~t now in a rondition better N ... VIII. 

calculated to submit to iL In the new Regulation the tax --
includes every one; thousands who have not wherewithal 
to subsist are aH'ec:ted by it: hence to extend the tax to 
e,.erybody will be the ~ause of general ruin. 

Secondly. The protection of the people is the duty of 
the GovernmenL The Governments to which we were for
merly subjected established the transit and other duties 
upon traders to defiay the expenses of protecting us; in 
other words, for the support of the police. Expenses of 
other descriptions were defrayed by the produce of the 
Baitoolmaul; and, although these duties still rontinue to be 
levied in Benares, the expense of the roads and the general 
protection of the country, such as the establishment of 
police and so forth, was also provided for at the settlement 
of the province: besides ~ the stamp duties were esta
blished to defiay the expense of the police, as well as the 
Pbatuckbundee, which bas," however, been abolished by 
the proclamation of th" 18th January. These various re
sources for the support of the police well merit the atten
tion of the GovernmenL 

Thirdly. In Regulation XT., 1810, it is stated, that, as 
the tax had been introduced into Calcutta, it should be 
also introduced into Benares. Sire, the ground of Calcutta 
is the particular property of Government: it was originally 
Government property. and became inhabited according to 
the ~aes established in England: all consented to pay the 
tax on the same principle as if it were a ground-rent; and 
every one, according to his means or pleasure, took ground 
and built upon iL But it is otherwise in Benares, where 
the ground is the property of its inhahitants, who have 
held it by purchase or other means from time immemorial. 

Fourthly. ID Regulation XT., 1810, it is dec:lared, that 
all places of worship are to be exempted from the tax; 
and the whole extent of the city of Benares as contained 
within the Punehkos is, in fact, a place of worship, there 
positively is not a point of ground within it which is other-

iQi 
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No. VIII. wise. Let this be ascertained by a reference to tbe Shas
--- ter. Besides this, former Governments, on all occasions of 

exercising their authority, treated this city with peculiar 
indulgence; and the British Government also has done the 
same, as is instanced in the exemption of Brahmins from 
capital punishment: hence the city of Benares should be 
especially exempted from the tax on houses. 

Fifthly. The means of procuring subsistence in these 
times, such as they are, are well known to Government. 
From the annihilation of the profits of our labour, from 
the increase of the taxes, from calamities which have 
raised the price of every article of consumption, from the 
abolition of the Tehseeldarree system, and from the bank
ruptcy of the merchants, your petitioners are reduced to 
such a state, that multitudes are unable to clothe and feed 
themselves, or support and educate their families: hence 
numbers, who supported themselves in a respectable man
ner, have been robbed of their respectability by distress. 
Had it not been for the native colleges of Calcutta and 
Benares, there would not have been an educated or well
bred man to be found throughout the country. How, 
then, is it possible to pay the tax ? 

Sixthly. Thousands of people in these times have not a 
kouree in the world; and if, in order to realise the tax, 
their household property shall be sold, as is prescribed in 
the Regulation, to what extremities will they not be 
reduced? ' 

Seventhly. Since the commencement of the English Go
vernment the rules contained in the Shera and Shaster, to
getherwith the customs of Hindostan, have invariably 
been observed: it will be found in the Shera and Shaster 
that houses are reckoned one of the principal necessaries of 
life, and are not accounted disposable property. Even 
creditors cannot claim them from us in satisfaction of their 
dues; and in this country, in'the times of the Mahomedan 
and Hindoo princes, houses were never rendered liable to 
contributions for the service of the state. 
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Eighthly. Men of business possess no ostensible pro- No. VIII. 

perty but their houses. Houses are the foundation of all--
worldly affairs, whether in the collector's office, or in the 
courts, or in mercantile transactions. If the tax is en-
forced, what with providing the means of paying it on the 
one hand, and what with the apprehension of future inno-
vations from the interference of Government on the other, 
lIuch general distrust will be excited, that there will no 
longer be any reliance on the security of property: all mer-
cantile transactions, all worldly affairs, will be overturned, 
and the public at large will become distracted. 

Ninthly. By the usages of this country, the rights 
of the Government as they were exercised in the times 
of the Mahomedan and Hindoo princes do not weigh 
heavy upon its subjects: hence it is that under the English 
Govermnent, in the sale of estates to realise the public 
revenue, the houses of the landholders are exempted. If 
the tax is enforced, the public mind will, for many reasons, 
be filled with apprehensions. 

Tenthly. Althouga Government certainly devotes par
ticular care and expense to the protection· of the inhabit
ants of the cities, yet the town and transit duties, the 
mint and stamp duties, the registry of deeds, the duties 
arising from the quarries and the Abkarree, &c. &c., all of 
which multiply in proportion to the extent of the popula
tion, are levied in a greater degree from the inhabitants of 
cities than from those who live in the interior. 

Eleventhly. If the tax is enforced, the rent of houses 
will increase; and many of the people, who are come from 
distant places to reside in this city and rent the houses they 
occupy, will no longer continue to remain in it. People 
will build no more stone houses; and in that case many 
classes of workmen, such as carpenters, blacksmiths, 
masons, &c. will be left without employment, and the 
city will be depopulated. 

Twelfthly. Those who, from the fame of the justice 
and protection to be found under the English Government, 
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No. VIII. are come from distant countries to reside in the city of 
--- Benares, -and whose residence in it adds to the population 

- of the place imdbenefits thousands, will by the introduc-
tion of the tax -be disheartened. They will go away, and 
multitudes Will be ruined. 

Thirteenthly. The Regulations enacted by the Marquis 
Cornwallis were extended to Benares, and we your peti
tioners, satisfied with those Regulations, lived happy and 
contented: the whole country increased in fertility and 
population, and the resources of Government were im
proved, at least so it appeared to us, though we know not 
if it appears so to the wisdom of the Government. 

Fourteenthly. As a number of persons continued for 
some time assembled tOgether to complain, Government 
conceived there was a disturbance, and it was so de
clared in the proclamation of the 13th of January, 1811. 
Sire, if an order be passed relating particularly to one in
dividual, and other persons combille to support him, it 
might in that case be denominated a disturbance. As 
the introduction of the tax affectea every individual of 
every class, every one presented himself to obtain justice. 
Thousands of men and women, all the old and the infirm, 
Brahmins, de;otees, and Pundits, who· have no occupation 
but prayer and penance, abandoned their houses and were 
among them. None were armed, even with a stick. The 
manner and custom in this country from time immemorial 
is this: that, whenever any act affecting every one gene
rally is committed by the Government, the poor, the aged, 
the ,infirm, the women, all forsake their families and their 
h~mes, expose themselves to the inclemency of the seasons 
and to other kinds of inconveniences, and make known their 
afRiction and distress, that the Government, which is more 
considerate· than our parents, may observe their condition 
and extend indulgence to its subjects. Besides this, when 
the Brahmins in general are involved in distress, it is in
cumbent on all Hindoos to abstain from receiving suste
nance, . and anyone who presumes to deviate from this 
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cUl;tom must incur general opprobrium. If your peti- No. VIII. 

tioners, by assembling together in this manner, can be --
considered to have created a disturbance, it is our mis-
fortune. 

[The next representation respects the houses of Benares.] 
First. Many Mohullahs are upon ground which pays 

revenue to Government, and ought accordingly to be ex
empted. 

Secondly. Many houses and severlLl parts of the city 
are held by grants from the native princes and from the 
Honourable East India pompany, and these are of the 
same nature as Ultumgah: besides which, thousands of 
people subsist on the bounty of Government. 

.Thirdly. Many of the Seraies and other public places 
were built by the Mahomedan princes or by their princi
pal officers, and ought to be exempted. 

Fourthly. There are hundreds of houses in this city the 
proprietors of which pay rent for the ground they are built 
upon, while the owner of the ground receives the rent as 
his right; which right has never been disputed by any Go
vernment. The house having been built by its proprietor, 
he holds it like household furniture, exempt from tax
ation; the materials of which it is built are liable to town 
and transit duties, and to the quarry duti~s, which are of 
course paid upon requisition. Many pieces of ground, 
and several of the houses above mentioned, are let to Go
vernment by the proprietors, and such proprietors cannot 

. in consequence be called upon to pay the tax. 
Fifthly. Many houses have been purchased by their 

present proprietors at public auction, with the permission 
of Government. 

Sixthly. Many houses which belonged to the Baitool
maul have been purchased by their present proprietors 
from the Government, who, on paying the value of them 
to Government, were put into possession. 

Seventhly. Many houses are still in the Baitoolmaul, 
and the occupants pay rent for them to Government. 
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No. VIII. Eighthly. Many houses have been bestowed' upon 
---Brahmins and Fucqueers; and these houses, like Kish

napunj and according to established rules, must be ex
empted. 

Ninthly. Many benevolent and humane people lend 
their houses for the accommodation of pilgrims and tra
vellers, . in the hope by so doing to obtain the blessing 
of Providence: many lend them out of civility to their 
friends. If the tax is enforced, civility and benevolence 
will be excluded from the world. 

Tenthly. Many houses have been built· by persons of 
rank in former times; these houSes are deserted and fallen 
to ruin. Those to whom these houses have lineally de
scended are unable to repair them; they inhabit, perhaps, 
but one room, without even the means of subsistence: such 
persons surely deserve indulgence. 

Eleventhly. Many houses are mortgaged,. and in the 
possession of the mortgagee. The tax cannot be paid by 
the mortgager, because he is without the means of paying 
it; nor can it be paid by the mortgagee without diminish
ing the legal profit derivable from the established rate of 
interest... < 

Twelfthly. Many.houses, belong to the Nawaub Vizier 
and other persons of distinction, such as Manmundil and 
Raujmundil. 
. Thirteenthly. Several men of rank, such as the Moghul 
princes, reside !n Benares by order of Government: they 
have either received their houses from Government, or 
have built them themselves. 

Fourteenthly. Many of the buildings of this city are 
either Hindoo or Mahomedan places of worship, or pious 
bequests. After exempting buildings of these descriptions 
and the houses above mentioned, it will appear upon in
quiry that the produce of the tax will not be worth the 
consideration of Government, which expends laks of 
rupees for the welfare of its subjects and for the general 
prosperity of the country. 
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Our existence and everything we possess have been be- No. VIII. 

stowed upon us by the liberality of Government. Your __ _ 
humble petitioners feel themselves totally unable to con-
tend, even in litigation, with a Government so powerful; 
but, perceiving that the Government is always disposed to 
be kind and indulgent, we have presumed to represent what 

. our imperfect understandings have suggested to us. The 
indulgence of Government has given us the power to 
make this our representation; and, at all events, we hope 
for its indulgence and the forgiveness of our offences. 

(Translated.) 

IX. 

PAGE 484, NOTE. 

Comparative Statement of the Revenues and Charges of 
British India in the Years 1807-8 and 1813-14. 

1801. Bengal. 
Receipts £9,972,000 
Charge. £6,1112,000 

Madras. 
4,928,000 
0,19..1,000 

Bombay. 
'170,000 

2,059,000 

Total. No. IX. 
15,670,000 __ _ 
13,623,000 

Surplus Revt'nue £2,045,000 
Deduct Interest un Dt'bt £2,226,000 

Supplie. to England ] 28,000 
--- £2,354,000 

Deficit in 1801-8 £309,000 

1813-14. Bengal. Madras. Bombay. Total. 
R~ct'ipts £11,172,000 6,297,000 759,000 11,228,000 
Charge. 4: 1,133,000 4,893,000 1,689,000 13,617,000 ----

Surplus Revenue 3,611,OOO 
Deduct Intert'st on Debt £1,631,000 

Supplies to England 116,000 
--- £1,653,000 

SurpluB ill 181S-U £1,958,000 
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ITEMS OF AUGMENTED RECEIPT. 

BengaL lUadras. Bombay • . ... ~ .... .. 
1801-8. 1813-14. 180.7-8. 1813-14. 180.7-8. 1813-14. 

Mint £17,0.0.0. 9,0.0.0. 
" 

16,0.0.0. 
" 

6,0.0.0. 
. Post-Office 35,0.0.0. 43,0.0.0. 17,0.0.0. 20.,0.0.0. .. 6,0.0.0. 
Stamps 

" 
16,0.0.0. 

" 
31,0.0.0. 

" " Judicial . 113,0.0.0. 10.4,0.0.0. . 
" 26,0.0.0. 

" 
6,0.0.0. 

Customs 511,0.0.0 322,0.0.0. 114,0.0.0. 190.,0.0.0. J 67 ,0.0.0. 10.8,0.0.0. 
Land Rev·. 3,729,0.0.0. 3,928,0.0.0. 1,0.40.,0.0.0. 893,0.0.0. 411,0.0.0. 31,0.0.0. 
Do.Cedd. P. 1,118,0.0.0. 2,271,0.0.0. 

" " " 
206,000. 

Do.Cedd.&} 10.130.0.0. 
Conq.do. ' , 1,664,0.0.0. 

" " " 
291,0.0.0. 

Salt 1,895,0.0.0. 1,179,0.0.0. " 155,0.0.0. 
" " Opium 80.1,0.0.0. 964,0.0.0. ." " " " Marine 

" 
31,0.0.1} 

" 
9,0.0.0. 

" 
46,0.00 

Camatic. 
" 

J,0.21,660. 1,Ia1,0.60. 
" " Tanjore ,; 562,0.0.0. 436,0.00 
" " Mysore 

" " 
1,399.0.0.0. 1,519,0.00 

" Nizam ,. " 
718,0.60. 685,0.0.0. 

" Travancore 
" " 

46,0.0.0. 91,0.00 43,0.0.0. 
" Cochin 

" " .. 32,0.0.0. .. " Farms and I 
Licences " 

51,0.0.0. 6il,o.Do. J43,0.60. 53,0.0.0. 

Dutch Settle- ~ 
1,0.00 

" ments S " .. 
TOTAL INCREASB OF RBVBNUB. 

1813-14 
18117·8 

£11,228,0.0.0. 
15,670.,0.0.0. 

:£ 1,558,000. 

Of which the Increase in Bengal was £1,20.0.,0.00 

The Deficit in Bombay 

Net Increase 

Madras • 369,0.0.0. 

1,569;0.0.0. 
11,0.0.0. 

£1,558,0.0.0. 

INCREASB OF LAND RBVBNUB IN BBNGAL. 

Lower Provinces 
Ceded ditto' 
Conquered ditto 

£199,0.0.0. 
553,0.0.0. 
651,0.0.0. 

£1,40.3,00.0. 
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These particulaJ'l are compiled Crom the Revenue state- No. IX. 
IIltmts oC the Second Report oC the Select Conunittee oC--
the HoullC oC Commonl, 1810, and the Report oC the 
Committtle oC the HOUlie oC Lords, 1830. l'he Imaller 
SUI1lS, below a thousand, are purposely omitted. It must 
be borne in mind aillo, that, at the valuation oC the rupee 
adopted in the Reports, all the sums are about. one-seventh 
too high. 

X. 
PAGE 540. 

ResolutiofU (communicated by th, llonourabl, til, 1l0Ul' of 
CO'lll'lllOfU to II"J Ri9ht IlollOurable tIt, llouse of Lords at 
a Conference) respecti1l9 th, Affair, of th, East India 
Company. 

1. RESOLVED, That it is expedient that all the privileges, No. X. 
authorities, and immunities, granted to the United Com---
pany oC Merchants trading to the East Indies by virtue 
oC any act or acts oC parliament now in force, and all 
rules, regulations, and clauses affecting the same, shall 
continue and be in force Cor a further term oC twenty 
yearl I except III far as the same may hereinafter be mo-
difi"d and repealed. 

2. Resolved, Tllat the existing restraints respecting 
the commercial intercourse with China shall b. continued, 
and that the exclullive trade in tea shall be preserved to 
the said Company during the period aforesaid. 

S. Resolved, That, subject to the provillions contained 
• in the preceding Resolution, it shall be lawCul Cor any oC 

hill l\ll\jcsty's SUhj"l'Cts to export any goods, warcs, or mer
chl\Jl(lize, which CUll now, or may hcreufter, be l('gally 
exported from any port ill the United Kingdom to any 
port within the limitll of the chartl'f ot the said Company, 
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No. x. as hereinafter provided; and that all ships navigated ac-
--- cording to law, proceeding from any port within the limits 

·of the' Company's charter, and being provided with regu
lar manifests from the last port of clearance, shall respec
tively be permitted to import any goods, wares, or mer
chandize, the product and manufacture of any countries 
within the said limits, into any ports in the United King
dom \yhich may be provided with warehouses, together 
with wet docks or basins, or such other securities as shall, 
in the judgment of the Commissioners of the Treasury in 
Great Britain and Ireland respectively, be fit and proper 
for the deposit and safe custody of all such goods, wares, 
and merchandize, as well as for the collection of all duties 
payable thereon, and shall have been so declared by the 
Orders of his Majesty in Council in Great Britain, or by 
the 'Order of the Lord Lieutenant in Council in Ireland: 
Provided always, that copies of all such Orders in Council 
shall be laid before both Houses of Parliament in the ses
sion next ensuing. 

4. Resolved, That as long as the Government of India 
shall be administered under the authority of the said 
Company according to the provisions, limitations, and 
regulations hereafter to be enacted, 'the rents, revenues, 
and profits arising from the territorial acquisitions in 
India shall, aft~r defraying the expenses of collecting 
the same, with the· several charges and 'stipulated pay
ments to whi<;h the revenues are subject, be applied 
and disposed i of, according to ·the following order of 
preference. 

In the first place, in defraying all the charges and ex
penses of raising and maintaining the forces, as well Eu
ropean as native, artillery and marine, on the establish
ments in India, and of maintaining the forts and. garrisons, 
there, and providing warlike and naval 'stores: Secondly, 
in the payment of the interest accruing on the debts 
owing, or which may hereafter be incurred, by the said 
Company in India': Thirdly, in' defraying the civil and 
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No. x. England shall' have been' reduced to the sum of three mil-
---lions of pounds sterling, then and thereafter the surplus 

proceeds which shall be found to arise from the revenues of 
India, and the profits upon the trade, after providing for 
the payments aforesaid, shall be applied to· the more 
speedy repayment of the capital of any public funds or 
securities which have been or may be created for· the.1ItI.f.. 
of the said Company, the charges of which have oo.m ab·· 
may be directed to be borne by the· said Company,.;!in 
virtue of any act or acts of parliament j and that~~y 
flUther surplus that may arise shall be set apart, and from 
time to time paid into the receipt of his Majesty's Ex
chequer, to be applied as Parliament shall direct, without.: 
any interest to be paid to the Company in respect ot for· 
the use thereof; but nevertheless to be considered ~and 
declared as an effectual security to the said Company few,' 
the capital stock of the said Company, and for the ;((Wi-. 
dend of lO~ per cent. per annum in respect thereof, not 
exceeding the sum of twelve millions of pounds sterling i, 
and that of the excess of such payments,· if anyj beyond • 
the said amount of twelve millions, one-sIxth ·part shall, . 
from time to time, be reserved and retained by the saicl 
Company for their own· use and benefit, and the remaining 
five-sixths shall be deemed and declared the property of 
the public, and at the disposal of Parliament. 

7. Resolved, That the said Company shall direct and 
order their books of account, at their several Presidencies 
and settlements in India, at their factory in China, at the 
island of St. Helena or elsewhere, and also in England, 
to be so kept and arranged as that-the same shall contain 
and exhibit the receipts, disbursements, debts· and assets, 
appertaining to, or connected with, the territorial, politi
cal, and commercial branches of their affairs; and that the 
same shall be made up in such manner that the said books 
shall contain and exhibit the accounts of the territorial 
and political departments separately and distinctly from 
such as appertain to, or are connected with, the commer-
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cial branch of their affairs; and that the arrangement of No. X. 

accounts 10 to be made shall be submitted to the ap---
probation and sanction of the Board of Commissioners 
for the A1faira of India. 

8. Resolved, That it ia expedient to make provision 
for further limiting the granting of gratuities and pensions 
to officers, civil and military, or increasing the same, or 
creating any new establishments at home, in such manner 
as Dlay effectually protect the funds of the said Company. 

9. Resolved, That all vacancies happening in the office 
of Governor-General of Fort William in Bengal, or of 
Governor of either of the Company's Presidencies or set
tlements of Fort St. George or BODlbay, or of Go
vernor of the forts and garrisons of Fort William, .Fort 
St. George, or Bombay, or of Commander-io-chief of all 
the forces in India, or of any provincial Commander-in
chief of the forces there, shall continue to be filled up 
and supplied by the Court of Directors of the said United 
Company, subject nevertheless to the approbation of his 
Majesty, to be signified in writing under his royal sign 
manual, countersigned by the President of the Boar4 of 
Commissioners for the Mairs of India. 

10. Resolved, That the number ot his Majesty's troops 
in India to be in future maintained by the said Company 
be limited; and that any augmentation of force exceeding 
the number so to be limited shall, unless employed at the 
express requisition of the said Company, be at the public 
charge. 

11. Resolved, That it is expedient that the Church 
Establishment in the British territories in the ~t Indies 
should be placed under the superintendence of a Bishop 
and three Archdeacons; and that adequate provision 
should be made, from' the territorial revenues of India, 
for their maiQtenance. 

12. Resolved, That it is expedient that the statutes and 
regulations framed, or to be framed, by the Court ot 
Directors for the good government of the College esta-
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No. x. blished by the East India Company in the county of Hert-
--- ford, and of the Military Seminary of the said Company 

in the county of Surrey, as well as the establishment of 
offices connected therewith, or the appointment of persons 
to fill such offices, be subject to the controlll and regula
tion of the Commissioners for the Affairs of India; and 
that the power and authority of the Board of Commis
sioners for the Affairs of India shall be construed to ex
tend to the issuing or sending orders or instructions to 
the Court of Directors, for the purpose of their being 
transmitted to India, respecting the rules and regulations 
and establishments of the respective colleges at Calcutta 
and Fort St. George, or any other seminaries which may 
be hereafter established under the authority of the local 
Governments. 

13. Resolved, That it is the duty of this country to 
promote the interest and happiness of the native inhabit
ants of the British dominions in India; and that such 
measures ought to be adopted as may tend to the intro
duction amongst them of useful knowledge, and of religious 
and moral improvement. That, in the furtherance of the 
above objects, sufficient facilities shall be afforded by law to 
persons desirous of going to and remaining in India for 
the purpose of accomplishing these benevolent designs: 
pro-vided always, that the authority of the local Govern
ments, respecting the intercourse of Europeans with. the 
interior of the country, be· preserved; and that the prin
ciples of the British Government, on which the natives of 
India hav~ hitherto relied for the free exercise of their 
religion, be inviolably maintained. 
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