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~ro£the rerorm Bill " that they had lo consider whether there wa'" not 
. ou -the whole, a general representation of the people in that u'luse. 

and whether the popuhr voic~ was not sufficiently heard. For himself he 
thought that it was." .~ atill m'lre remtrkable decla.ration wa.s m:t.o:ie 
by \he Duke of \V ellington. "H, was fully eonvincel tlt!l.t the cmu-

~tr1 pos')essed. at the pres~nt mornent, a legislature which auswered all 
goad purposes of leglslation an.l to a. greater d~gree th:t.n any le~is
lature ever ha.i ansR~red, in any couiltry whatever. He would- !{O 

fUrLh~r and aay _thac; the legislature and system of repre!;e:;.~atiun. 
possessed the full and entire conficience of the country." 

Wuile ministers were comforting \hemselv'ls and Parliament 
with tht:se declarations-while the wisdom of the wiseacre !>aw per
fection in the existing' order of things-a profound change was 
passing ever th.! public opinion of the country, the infll1ence of the 
Reformers was permeating every pore and fibre of the body politic, 
the national C(J::l 'cience was becoming sensitive to evils of long-stand-
ing, the value of political organisations was being recognised by the 
people, the hostility of Parliament to all measures of reiorm was 
gradually forcing itself tlpon the national mind which had hitherto 
been aplAthetic to its political fortunes, and a great flood of political 
enthusiasm was rising which was destined to destroy, ere long, the 
0\.1 iences of unjust privilegei, and to sweep away for ever those evil 
and artificial barriers which the selfishness of the guverning classes 
had b'lilt-np to check and retard the progress of the just, lawful, and 

~constitutional liberties of the English nation. The nation was at 
last awak .. , and its influeoce was soon felt upon the decisions of 
Parliament. The declaration of the Duke of Willington .against 
F..eform, arouserl the enthusiasm of the masses, and Brougham, with 
a Tery correct apprehension {)f the popular sentiment, gave notice' of 
a mf)lJO:l on the subject of Parliamentary reforms.' W.thin a fort
night, the Duke's Government fell, and Brougham's motion conni
bllted, in a considerable measure, to its fall Yr. Grey, who :was 
now Earl Grey became the new Minister, and the first mEasure 
which he promised to introduce into Parliament was, of course. 
regarding the :reform of the elective system. This was the first 

~ time when the Government pledged themselves to a measure of 
t Parliamentary reform. While the ministers- ot the day had expouded 

the cause of the "eforID, the IDfluence of the l{eformers was spreadin'" 
rapiJly in every quarter of the couutry. Public meetings were he}.t~ 

. largt} associations were formad, numerous petirion3 were sign1!d, and 
th 1 whole machinery of the press was directed in favour of Reform. 
Still there were great prt'judices to be overcome, great obsta.cles of 
sect'lrian biaaes to be surmounted. The King wall op!losed to 
reform; the Honse of Lords was opposed to reform; and a majority 

j of the House of CC'mmolJs was opposed to reform. There ,;[ill 

{ existed. a strong Tory spirit in the country which was aver".: SO 
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~ry ·kina of innovation in 'the eXIsting political institu
tions. On the let March 1~31, . Lord' John ltussell introdllc~d t.he 
measure in the Ho-use of Commons. After a long debate, the Bill 
was 'bJ'ol1ght in ; its second rf'ading was earried b.vltmajority of one 
~nly in 'a house of 608, and in going into committee, the ministers 
found themselves in a minol'ityof~, wh!ch sealed the fate of the bill.'; 
The ministeTswere dffeate1 on an.othfr side issue, and Parliament 
proro,roued .by the King in peloson" with a view to its immediate 
dissolution.", The:action of Parliament'convulsed the country with .. 
a great agitation; ithe ministers ·appealed to the nation, and the 
nation pronoun.ced its verdict in a most emphatic manner in favour of 
Reform. A large body -of Reformers was returned to Parliament, 
.and after a long and heated debate, the Bill was passed in September, 
by a majority -of 109. The Bill was s.ent up to the Lords who were 
as opposed to it a~Elver, and who in spite of' popular excitement and 
the.enthQsiasm which prevailed in favour of rela-rm', r~jeeted it by 

Do majority of 41. Ministers who were confident of their strength. 
and who knew that the mind of the nation was with them, did not 
care mu~h tOr the adverse vote of the House of Lords; but broug-ht in 
:J.nother Bill in October, which wa~ passec by the Commons in March 
1832, and was again before ,the, Lords. The host.ility of the Lords to 
reform had not abated; bllt they sa.w that they were running a great risk 
in rejecting a measure which was supported by the unanimous verdict 
.of the English people. Popular feeling was strung to the heighest 
pitch- of .excitement; the abuse of the system were felt to be into
lerable, and the obst.inate and gefiant .attitude of the House of Lords, 
endangered for a time the peace of the country, by inducing the 

i eople to resort to questionable means of violence and revolution. 
t was a great crisis in the history ,of England,a.nd the Lords'ranged 

themselves against reform, with a courage an'd obstinacy worthy of 
abetter cause. Tl~ey proposed to make certain materia! alterations 
in the Bill to which the Commons would· not assent, and the time 
ba.d corne now when. either the peers must yield to the national wiJJ. 
or the minister must resign, The King was asked to create peers in 
order to seeure the success of the measure in the upper chamber, bUIi . 
the, King refused t(i) do so, whereupon the ministers resigned and their 
resigna.tion was accepted. The confidence of the conntry in th,-. 
reformers was unabated .. Tt-e King saw that the tide of national feeling 
was running high in their favour, and that to ,stand against it would 
be to endanger the foundation ofthe;constitution itself. With a keener 
insigbt into the state of public sentiment than the peers had yet 
shown, he changed his attitude, became an ardent reformer, and re.; 
called Lord Grey to his Councils. The opposition of the Lords was 
J;tone, and the Gr£,at Charter of 1832, at length received the Roya.l. 
~~ , 

T}lu8 ended in triumph a great struggle which had commenced in \ 
1710, which for more than two generations aeemed to be a. hopeless 



ilattle ,or the Titans against the Golls ; when in the beginning waS' 
:al'ried on only by a. very small band. of wise and. fOl'eseeing roen ana 
was opposed by the biIlk of the masses for whose good it was waged 
LS well as the governing clssses whose exclusive privileges it tried ,to' 
:urtail, which from very small beginnings. grew into one of the 
~reatest movements of the present century, and the influence of which,. 
ike freedom, ' broadened slowly down from precedent to pre.cedent. ~ 
rhe history of this struggle teaches some very instructive lessons to' 
,he friends and advocates of the Congress movement. _ It teaches in 
,he first place that the governing classes, even when they do not be. 
ong to an alien race. have always been opposed to every innovation 
vhich seemed in any way toruffi.e the quiet surface' ~f rout.ine,fln(l 
Lave Iltood against all measures of reform which we~e, in. any degre~,. 
alculatedto curtail their power .. Not only the ruling classes, bu~ 
ven the masses have always been indifferent to their political amelior
,tion and those who champained their cause fared on bettet" at their 
lanlls than at the hands of those whose unjust monopolies- t4ey 
8sailed. It teaches, in the second places, that the influEm.ce of the 
teformers hail grown in Parliament in proportion to their- influence 
I the country, that when the country was indifferent t() their teachings,. 
hey were powerless and even unpopular in Parliamentt and that
rhen they had enlisted the forces of popular zeal and earnestness oIl: 
aeir side, they succeeded in making their wilL prevail in the councils
f the realm. There is another moral which we may draw fro:n the 
~eforlD Hill agita.tion and it is this that in every just' cause early 
pfeats are the sure preludes of'success ; that thetrailst the difficultiesr 
~e dangers which beset the path of the pioneers ()f thought are bllt 
~e stepping-stones to final victory that the qualitie$ which. have' 
aahled mankind to rise above the rank stean;ting valleys of sense and 
) scale the Alpine height of knowleJge- and progress, have been· 
loral rather than intellectual-Congress, perseverance, a single
lined devotion to truth,. and an unquenchable zeal for the publi~ 
ood rather, than extensive knowledge, a strong reasoning faculty., 
ad a keen mental vision Besides, it is clear from the history of the
:eform Bill that when a great qaestion has once received' the- uo
rlilDOUS approval of the nation, when the will as well as the int~lli
ence of the country has l'ilDg~J itself on its side then the best COQsi
erations of policy require, as indeed the highest principles of justiee: 
ictate, that the Government should give a fair a.~d. -sympathetic: 
euing to tbat'question and whenever Ii Government~ under: the
Ifluenee of evil councils fails to do so, then a reactionary efteet' is; 
mduced upon the minds of the people, who losing all faith- in: the· 
isdom and virtue of theil' rulers and in the efficacy of peaceful and 
ld constitutional means, al'tl driven to resort t() violent and revolu. 
:>Dary weapons. Lastly there is another moral which the Reform
:itation teachea and wllich it will well for Ui to hear in mind and it 

/ 
/ 
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is thIs that no great Reforrn-has succeedea ina day; that fifty yearK 
of harrl struggle had elaosed before the first step in the direction of 
Reform ~as taken by Parliament. -

Connected, and almost contemporaneous with the Reform Bill 
agitation- is the agitation for the lib'prty of ()"()inion. Few of us by 
whom this liberty is enjoyed as one of the mldisputecl rights of man, 
are aware what bitter struggles it has cost -those heroic men who 
have in far darker and rou~her times wrested it from the haildE. of 
despotism and bequeathed C it to all futme generations. When, the 
reform agitation bad commenced, the necessity <;>f moulding publie 
opinion through the instrumentality of the press and public meetings 
was at once realised. A fresh .life Wns infused into the -press; the 
publication of political tracts and pamphlets became very ·common; 
and a number of pol~tieal associations sprang npin different parts of 
country. The governing classes at once saw that the press and 
political associations were the chief enemies of the abuses upon which 
bad rested for centuries the basis of the English construction, and 
that the liberty of saying and publishing things meant· the destruc
tion of those abuses. But the idea qf yielding one jot or title of their 
pow~r or privilege in the interest of the common weal~e King and 
the nobles were not prepared to tolerate, and every eff~ was made 
to extinguish the lamp of libel'~y in the heart of the nation, and to 
keep it in a state of object survituae. The age of the licencer, the 
StarChamber, the dungoen, the pillory, and the sta,ke had passed, but 
the spirit of pesecution was still active and alive, and manifested 
itself in scarcely less cruel forms.' The trials of Wilkes, Thorn, 
Paine, Horne, Tooke and others have become historical, and show in 
what light the publication of political opinions was looked upon by 
the people of England half-a-century ago. 

Every opinion which was thought to make the people' discon
tented with their political condition was branded as dangerous and 
seditious, and the whole machinery of Law .was set against its author. 
A clever young lawyer, TholUfI.s Muir who was charged with baving 
taken an active part in the unpopular cause of parliamentary reforIit, 
waE. tri.ed for sedition before the High Court at Edinburgh. The. 
jndlTes were the avowed enemies of Reform, and all the jurymen 
sele~ted :)y the sheriff and picked by the presidi.ng Judge, were. mem-
bers of an a.sf'lociation which had erased Muir's name from its book 
as an enemy of the constitution. He objected to these Jurors on the 
ground that they hart prejudged his case, but he was told that he 
ni;o-ht as well object to bis judges, who bad sworn to maintain the 
co;stitution. "The witne~se8 fur the prosecution failed to prove 
any seditious speech~s," while throughout· the trial the Defendant 
was browbeaten !md threatened by the judges. He was denounced 
by the Lord Advocate" a.s a demon o£.sedition and mischief." He 
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,drr,itted that he had taken an active part in the proIlloidon ofReform~ '-\ 
md upon this charge, which'the judges said Was one of sedition and 
wen hiuh treason he was sentenced to· fourteen year's transportation. j 
Severalleaislati ve measures were passed. with the obiect of stemming , 
the tide of public opiLioll which was rising graduall.V in favour of the 
Rt!form movement. "Every justice of the 'peace t.ould issue his war
rant aO'ainst a supposed libeller, and hold him to bail; the Secretary 
of :;tate, armed with the extraordin:l.ry powers of the Habeas Corpus 
Silspension Act, could imprison him upon ba.re suspicion. Defend~ 
ants were punished, if convicted, with fine and imprisocment -and if 
even acquitted, with ruinous costs. Nor did the judg(}s spare .any' 
exertion to secure conviction~" . 

The fate of public meetings was not a whit. happier or more 
secure. The Government feared the people aJ?d viewed large assemb. 
lalTes with dread and suspicions. AU political -meetings were looked 
upon as seditious, and a Proclamation was il'sued against them in 
1819. A great meeting was held in Manche~ter with the object of 
presenting to""arliament a petition for the reform of the elective 
system. About 40,000 men assembled bearing flags, on whichw~re 
inscribed" universal suffJ.rage." "Equal representation or- death" 
" No Corn Laws." The conduct of the meeting was 'perfectly orderly 
and peaceful; but as soon as the Cuair:nan had .commenced his 
speech the cavalry at the cammand of the Magistrates, adV'ancp.(llnpon 
the people. All was riot and confusion; the meeting was dispersed, 
the leaners were arrested; many were cut down by the sahres or 
trampled upon by the horses; about 400 were wounded, and a few _ . 
lives were lost. The Ma~istrates complimented the military, and the' 
Government the Magistrates, upon their ,t.act nno pl'Omptitude in 
maintaining the public peace. But" The Manchester Massacl'e" as 
this riot was called, sent a thrill of in(H~nation throu!{ho,it the length. 
and breadh of the country. In spite of the hard, despotic policy of 
the Government, influential meetings wel'e held in the chief towns 
condeming the conduct of the Magistrates, and .expr~ssinO' sympathy '->, __ • 

with the sufferers. A public inquiry was demanrled, b~t in vain. 
Lord Fitz William was dismissed from his lieutenancv, because he 

. spoke at a meeting which demanded inqlliry into the Manchester 
affilir. Parliallient refused inquiry _and intronuced more stringent 
measures, for the ,,~epressi?n of fl'ee ~pinion. They were ClUed. 
"The SIX A~ts, "ThIs first deprived defendants in cases of 
misdemeanour of the right of tray-e';"siog ; by a sec?nd it was proposell 
to enable the court on the convlCtlon of a. pub'l\iher of -8 seditiOllS 
libel, to or~er t~e seizure of all copie~ o,f the libel in hIS possession" ' 
anfl,to pUDlsh hlm on a sec~~d conVictIOn,. With fine, imprisqnment, 
baDlahmt:?t, ~r transportatlon-; ~y a. third, the newspaper stamo 
duty was unposed upon pamphl,ets- "nd other papers contai ninO' ne\"8 

"Dr observations on public affairs, by ~ f,:,urth, no' meeting of mor~ 



xiY 

thanfirty.persons ';as permitt.ed to be held. without six days-notice' 
b\-'i:lg' gi ven by seven householders to a resident justice of the peace; 
and all but freeholders, or inhabitants of the county, parish, or
to\vnship, were prohibited from attending under penalty of fine and 
imprisonment. Lecture and debating roomS' were to be licensed ~ 
and open to inspection~ By a fifth, the training of persons in the 
uQe of arms was prohibited; anli by a six:th, the Megistrates, in: 
the disturbed counties, were empowered to search for and seize 
arms."· 

But the coercive policy of the Government was not strong 
enough to crush down the expansive faculties of a progressive nation. 
Instead of checking the progress offree opinion, it accelerated its pace, 
by intensifying and IiItimulating the zeal and - energies of tlie' leaders 
o~ reform. The feeling. of anger against the Government grew 
stronger day by day, the defiant attitude of Parlia,ment inflamed the 
national conscience and lashed into fury the hitherto dormant passions 
oftbe masses. The influence of.the press went on growing steadily, 
and the spirit of political org-anisat.ion assumed larger proportions. 
When the Government thought that they had almost extirpated 
evel'y opinion which was in any way adverse to their tendencies, and 
levelled to the dU::lt all associations of' a beditious character, a great 
organisat.ion was formed which was distined to playa vf;ry important 
part in the po1itic~1 History of the country. 

The political claims of the Ro~an Catholics 'were advocated by 
Burke in Parliament, bllt at that time, neither the ~overnment nor 
the peaple were prepared to accord to them a fair and impartial hear
ing. The first association for the emancipation of the Catholics from 
Civil and Political disabilities was formed. in 1809, and O'Connell, 
the great Irish patriot was a leading member. The work of the as
sociation was to prepare petitions, hold meetings, and otherwise 
encourage and stimulate discussion upon the subject of rhe Catholic 
disabilities, and to arouse the Catholics to a sense of the WrOD!S and 
injustices under which they snffered. .I!'9r some years, the associa
ti~m did, l~ot excite ~uch inte~est ; b~ in 1823 it ~as formed on a 
Wider baSIS, embracmg CatholIc nobles, gentry, pl'lesthood, peasant-..!: 
ry; and thus it became ~ SOl't of National Parliament, hol~ing its 
~essions in Dublin, :appointing Committees, receiving petitions, and 
levyin~ contributions in the fOl'm of a Cathulie rent upon every 
l~arisu in Ireland. Its debates were published in the papers, and 
among its gratest orators w~re O'Connell and SIliel. , The Govern
lnent saw th.Lt they were face to face with a great power, anti that 

• they tOust either l(ouPilress it or concede its demand? They w~re not 
yet prepa~ed to dissolve the chains of the Ca.tholic disabilities, and 
consequently they resolved to suppress the association. A 11111 WaS 

-.I4al', oon.tiLu~ion. Hiator1, Vol. II" p, 199-200 •. 
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~ pas !led in 1825, to amend the laws relating to the unlawful Soc ietie. 
10 I,reland. It prohibited the' permanent Iilitting of Societies, the 
appointment of Committee beyond a certq.in tilUa, the levyin~ of money 
for the redress of grievance,s, the exclusious of persons on the ground 
of religion and the administration of oaths. This meO\sure suppressed 

~ the Catholic, association ; but a new association embraciitg the same' 
object,. but constituted so as to be beyonl the grasp of the law, was 
formed, Its ostensible object was to promote education and other 
charitable works, but its real object was political. It appointed per· 
manent Committees and through its Church wardens collected 
the Catholic rent in every Parish. The Government saw that. in su p
pressing the first association they had only killed the body, whHe the 
spirit had transmigrated into-another' organisation; but they were po wer· 

". less. -The Acts under which the old Catbolic association had been sup. 
pressed was to last only for three years, and after the expiration of that 
perio,j, that al!tsociation was again revived. The agitation in favolu' of 
theCatbolic emancipation was spreading all over the co.untry. The 
continued discussions of the association, had awakened the mind of the 
English nation to the political grievances of the Catholics, and 
although Parliament was obstinate in its refusal of the Clltliolic 
demand, yet the cOllnt,ry was willin~ to concede it. The transfer ta 
their side of the !,ublic opinion of England strengthened the hands of 
the Irish patriots, and the agitat~on assumed such grave and porten. 
tious proportions that the Government once more resorte,d to the, 

.. policy of repression lJond proclaimed all such mee~jngs against the law. 
The Catholic leaners, strong in their faith in the justice of their 
demand, and confident of the support and approva.l of the entire bod V 
of English public opinion, quietly yielrled to the Government.· Public 
feeling was strung to suc~ '" pitch of excitement, .. th~' defiant and 
provoking attitude of Parliament became so intolerable, the inequities 
of the political servitude of large portio_D of the people became so 
palpable, and the agitation stirred. the enthusiam of the masses to 8 nch 
an extent, that the Catholic emancipation was at l~st accepted by II 
hostile king and reluctant Parliament. as 'an alternative to civil 
war .. 

Fl'om the foregoing illustrations it is c.lear how even that free.' 
t~ dom of opinion which is a most w.arked characLerstic .of the' English 

people. was till the other day enjoyed o .... ly by the privileged classes 
and denied to the masses, and how many lives. were wrecked, now' 
much innocent blood was shed-before it was placed on a safe and 
secure footing. There was a tirn~-uot very far remote in the .life 
of a n~tion-w~e~ ev.en in free England, t~e champio~ of l~bet'ty was 
the object of pUblic contempt and exceratlOu, when hllil VOIce in the 
cause of frp.edoUl wal:! the voice of one crying in the wilderness, when 

~
. t,he rulers dreaded 1l"~e Cl'iticism, ~uJ adop~ell every means to put it 

OOWIJ., when the law lDlilteaJ of belllg the Instrument and handmaid 
of justice WII.S the engine of oppression and persecution i but as the 
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intelligence of the co~ntry advanced and the teachings of Reformers 
kindled the national conscie,nce, the' people awakened to the sense of 
moral bondage in which they had been held by their rulers; by slow, 
but stea.dy efforts they marshalled their forces, and when t4e right 
hour had struck they as!\aulted the citadel of unjust privileges and 
worn-out institutions, and after a sharp stru<TO'le which put to the . 

h 
.• 00 d I 

severest test t e courage, patlence, .and energy of reformers, plante 
the flag of victory upon the top of the Capitol. Thus has the cause of 
justice triumphed in every age and every clime. 

There is another !lll)vement of a pUI'ely moral character, which 
has removed one of the foulest blots from the face of- monern' civiliza· 
tion, ano the history of which affords a very striking and encouraging 
par:tllel to the National Congress. The-change ~hich has dUt'ing 
the past fifty years, taken place in the moral 'sentiments of Europe is 
so great that the people can hardly realise nolV the state of feelings 
which sJ.nctioned and kept alive for centuries the buying and selling, 
like ordinal'ygoods, of human beings among the Ellropean nations. 
But thel'e was a time when the slave trade was common in Europe 
and 'was considered one of the most lucrative sources of wealth. 
M i1110ns of negro slaves were brollght and sold like flocks of sheep, 
ann it was' estimated that not less than 97,000 negroes were taken 
from Africa in Ii single year. The rulers as well as the wealthy 
classes of every civilized country had.a .material interest in the traie, 

_ anti it seemed 'at the time an impossible task to persuade them, on 
mere moral considerations, to give up one of the most .coveted prizes 
of life. 

But an imperceptible 'change was taking place in the IT'oral • 
feelings of the times and some great men who anticipated the higher 

, ideal of a later age raised their yoice against the nhuses of Slavery. 
Wesley, the great Metho(iist preacher published in 1774 his 
" Thonghts on .~lavery " in which he strongly:denounced the system. 
D.\vid Hartley brough,t the question before Parliament by moving Ii 
resolution" that the slave trade. was contrary to the laws of Go I and 
the .rig'hts of man." The motion was defeated without ha\'ing 
excited any interert either in or out of Padiament. 'Meanwhile the 
Q~lakers h~d thrown themselves intotlle cause of the Abolition of the 4-

trade. They 4ad passed re~ollltions condeming it in 1'127, and in\ 
1758. They even excluded. from member-ship any Quaker who was 
concerned. in the trade and branded it as an altogether criminal prac
tice. They formed as.sociations to discourage the intro luction of 
slaves into their provinces, and to encourage their liberation, and in 
these philanthropic exertions they were supported by Benjamill 

. Fr'anklin. The agitation had as yet as!tumed no organised form, 
although hereaud thert: the signs that the conscience of England was 
awa.kening to the evils of slavery, were increasing. 
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In 1180, .. small Quaker Society was formed with the. objector 
moving public opinion in the direction of the abolitionl and a petiti.il 
for the same purpose was presented by it to Parliament in 1181 
The minister of the day while sympll.thising with the object of the 
petition, waeconstrained to ·decla.re that the trade had 
become "in some measure necessary to almost every nation in 

, Europe, and that it would be next.to an impossibility to induce' them 
to give it up and renounce it for ever." . Although Parliament was 
deaf to these moral appeals, yet the mind of the-nation was gradually 
becoming susceptible to them, and the cause wa!! taken up by some 
great men who were the intellectual ornaments of their age, and wh() 

by their heroic. endeavours for the moral regeneration ~ of mankindr 
have left permanent foot-printsQ,n the sands of time, for the guidance 
and encouragement of sll;cceeding generations. Clarkson appeared 011 

'the scene, and Wilberforce, and Gra.nville Sharp. Wilberforce concell-, 
trated hia chief efforts in Pa.rliament ; Granville Sharp formed the 
" Society for the abolition of the Slave Trade," whiC'h was destined 
to become one of the most successful organizations in modern hietory. 
This society consisted, at first, of only twelve members, and its object 
waa to abolish the sla.ve trade and mitigate the conditio~ of the slaves. 
Who could have imagined that this' sm!Lllsociety of Umen would 
carry one of the.grea.test :noral reforms of -the present century; yet 
were the righteousnes's of their cause, and confident of that victory 
which crowns every just' and noble effort, and against, which even the 
stars, in their courses, fight in. vain. . The first thing that this Socie .. 
~ty did was to collect materials. Clarkson devoted himlelf to the 

arduous task of collecting facts and figures, and when the huge mans 
of materials wa.s thus collected land pla.ced before Parliament it 
revealed hort:ors and atrocities of the trade which shocked the cons
cience of England and aroused feelings of rightous indignation against 
the barbarous system, -in the bt'east of every man and every woman. 
~ The agitation which had hitheherto been confined. to amall band 
of philanthropists and religious teachers now passed on to tbe people 
and a~umed national importance. IQ. some parts of England, the 
people agreed to leave oft the' use of sugar, 801 being a. product of slave 
labour; numerous associations;for the abolition of the trade were estab-

r lished a.nd affi-liated to·the 'parent Abolit-ion litionsociety in London; 
"numerous public meetings denouncing slavery were held in: difterent 
parts of the country, and in one year about 519 petitions were presented 
to Parliament for the abolition, while thi>re were 'only four against it. 
The King and royal f:lmily were extremely:hostilc to: this agitation, 
and all great assemblages of men were dreaded and discouraged. 
But Wiloerforce was fighting the battle of. the abolition within the 
precincts of Parliament, and Pitt was on his side. The former 
brought Do motion for the immediate abolition; policy of the gradllal 

t,bOlitiOD wa. propo .• ~d by Du.adal lad carried by 19a Tot •• to US. 
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The :Hou!le de~tded that the _ Trade -should cease in t796; but 
,the blll was sent up- to the House of Lords, and there it was lost, 
. The abolitionist, hOwever, had no cause to despair; indeed consi. 
-dering the"grea.t change they had produced in public opinion'within 
-a. short time, they had every reason to hope for an early tri~mph 01 
rtheir cause, - Wilderforce again- revived his exertion in Parliament 
dn the follQwing year, and although he was again 'beaten on his mo~ 
-tion for the abolition, yet he had succeeded so far that even his 
opponents felt the necessity of passing' some mea.sures for the mitiua
tion of the enormities of the trade. II A Parliamentary address \~as 

'carried to the governors of the colonies, calliag on them to take 
means to pr(\mote the welfare of negroes. so that the b'ade should 
-ultiinately become unnecessary. An act of George II which au tho. 

-'riled the sale of slaves at the suit of their masters creditors was 
-repealed."· In 1798 and 179!, Wilberforce- was again defeated. 
-Thorntioll, another -great abolitionist leader, introduced a measure 
'against the ·pur.chase of negro silloves, It passed the Commons in 
1799, but was defeated by the Lords. For some years, the cause of 

·the abolition did not seem to make much progress;' and althouuh 
\Vilberforce brought in his motion every year in Padiament, yet he 
'Was each time defeated. He and his colleagues did not lose heart 
,iby these apparent defeat~; but adhered to tlieir cause with 
increased tenacity, ':firmness, -and patience, and continued their 
unremittingexertiGns in instructing public opinion upon the subject 

. -and in winning over to their side the. support, ihe sympathy, and 
the moral enthusiasm of the nation. , 

The death of Pitt pla.ced the reins of Government in the hands 
-or Fox who wal a. staunch abolitionist, and a new ray of hope fell 
-upon those R~formers who had hitherto adressed their appeals to an 
.apathetic Parliament. A measure forbidding British subjects from 
taking any part in lupply'fqreign power. with slaves, was passed. 
rhi. was but the precursor of the measure for the tota~ abolition of 
the slave trade, to which Fox pledged Parliament. But Fox died 
'and Lord Gran-vile fill filled the pledge, and in 1807, the slave trade 
hadceaSild to exist in the British Empire. The complete 
-succ.sa of the;tbolition society W:lS achieved in 1833, after which it 
'Was dissolved, having accomplishedJOne of the :J.?blest moral reform~_ 
of the· nineteenth' century, _ 

The anti-alavery -agitation is perhaps the most remarkable 
instance of a just but unpopular cause, overcoming appalling obstacle, 
conquering unyielding opposition, rising in vublic estimation, how.
ever, gradually and slowly, but -always steadlly and surely, not, by 
-any bloody or violent means, nor by any of those revolutionary 
eal'thquakes which are so often caused by the folly, tbe insolence, 
and defiantcondtlt.t of the rulers, but by placing -its reliance upon 

... Leekt.Histor.r of EII&lal!ld Vol, VI., p. 296. 
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the efficacy of moral suasion, by appealing to men's raiional judg~ 
ments and striking in their breasts the tenderest hords of sympathy 
and humanity. Altl).ough the clouds of temporary defeats darkened 
the course of the abolitionst, although, over and again Parliament 
refused their prayers, and althougli, the representing all they did- the 

. higher morality of a later era they stood isolated from tne rest of 
'their fellow countrymen figbting for a cause against which were· 
arrayed the forces of rank, and wealth, and ·privilege, and preaching II' 
doctrine which ran COllnter tt) the prevailing sentiments of the age, yet, 
were they not disheartened, nor dismayea~ nor' discouraged, bu~ 
nerved by difficulties and chastened by misfotunes, they stood firm 
like a rock amid the vissicitudes of social and politicalchanges;ancl 
carried to its final victory II movement which has emancipated", 
redeemea, and regenerated the 19west of mankind. '. 

These great historic movements-the' reform agitation, the' 
Catholic Emancipation, the Anti.slavery Association-:-prelent strik. 
ing and instructive enologies to the Congress movement, wherein are' 
centred, for the present, the -hopes and aspirations. of the most· . 
advanced and patriotic section of the IndiancoIhmunity. Th~ 
National Congress, too, 8S it has been' already stated· originated witli . 
the cultured few, but as time rolled on, its influence :filter~d down to 
the less advanced classes, until it has nearly touched the very base 
of our social pyramid. The number of the. delegates has been almost· 
doubling itself every year, alld even Mahomedan defection .is. now 
known to be the phantom of an old man's over-wrought brain. Just 
as in England the classes dependant upon the Crown and the' Lord. 
were the Itaunehest opponents of reform, so here those who' depend' 
upon the bounties of the Government-indeed who owe their positioIl'. 
and ~ven their existence to the Anglo-Indian ascendency, su.ch 81" 

the Taluqdars of Olidh, the ~awabs, and the title~hunter8-have 
been opposed to every popular movement. Theariswetacy in; 
England did not in the day of its power Tiew with favour - the
increasing liberties of the people, nor have we any reason, to. think:: 
that our aristocracy will hold any more favourable atitude towards 
us. The growing strength· of the- populace made- the goveruing 
classes in England a little upscrupaloul in their-dealing with the 
peoJilej and in this country the signs are not wanting which indicat8 
that unleu, kept do!Vn by the strong arm of Parliament~ the official 
class will ha:"e no scruple or hesitati,on in crushing down our activitie&,,' 
as soon 811 It sees that they are likely to become sncceslful. As; 

duriag the Emancipation agitation Parliament luppressed public. 
meetings, so Lord Lytton, at a time, when the discussion of a artat· 
question was most necessarl, gagged the Indian press in ord~r to
keep the English nation utterly in the dark regarding the atate of' 
public felling in this country, and so indeed some Patriot, have
luggested that the CongrelS jhouli be It proclaimed" and its.leader. 
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hung, drawn'and,quartered for their seditious and dlslon1 teachings. 
But, as ip. England so in India, every reform haa proce~ded from the 
fjl1Jltured few. ; b.::en opposed by the privileged classes, but as soon as 
a9cepted by th~ masses, been isuccessful. In England the constant 
refusal of thei~ de~lI.nds, drove the people into rebellion, in India, it 
i" to, be 1l0pe<J, t~at the indifference, and e-yen the unsympathetic 
atijtude of our rulers. will not lead to. similar results, for Imch a • 
CQurSe w:ill be, like inexpedient and. morally wrong-inexpedient, 
:b~.cl\use living undeI: ~ foreign rule our motives and actions are a~ 
iqbe ~asily misunderst()o<l and our temporary fits of excitement may 
T~ry easily be set dowQ. as the mutinous and disaffected traits of our 
national character; morally wrong, because the. real. culprits whQ 
ignore our interests and entreaties are the officials. who are loth to 
part with one iota o( power or privilege, and not the English nation 
Ind .English Pa,rliament, who, although .our real rulers, are ignorant 
of our real state., and to. wh~m we are bound by the stronge&t ties of 
atrection and gr·atitude. In 1830, such a sagacious statesman as Peel, 
failed to read the signs of the times and pronounced against the 
Reform Bill which was to become law two years later, and who know 
if Lord Dufl'erin and Sir Auckland Colvin are not. equally mistaken 

;.:In their estimate of the political meteorology of India, when the style 
as. Ie a big jump into the unknown" those proposals of retorm which 
are as harmless as they are just, and erelong be taken up and dealt 
with by Parliament. . 

Ind~ed there are some very encouraging signs visible on the 
horizon, which indicate that a. great change is taking place in tha 
;minds of ourruler8' in favour of the National Congress. ~t is no 
mor~ lightly spoken of in political circles, not' are its leaders looked 
upon as a. set of nonentities. The old wave of abuse and vituperation 
anow leems to have spent .itself; the cry of sedition is for the 'present 
.Hence; at the panic which was caused by the tl\TO famous "Parlia. 
ments" and when drove some of its, critics beyond all bounds of 
.propriety, has subsided; and we no more hear of petitions to Govern. ' 
ment for the suppression of the movement. 'The Report of the last 
Congress has met with a. most favourable reception both in England 
,nd India. The entire body of the English Press, with the exception 
af a few papers, has expressed its appro,al of our political demands., 
There are a few papers which are still' opposed t. us, but we hope 
that when the· light of facts dawns upon them, they will change their 
opinion. We are afraid nol of the enlightenment of our critics, but 
.c their ignorance which induces them to believe such absured inven· 
tions as Sir Elward Watkin's that the Congress is carried on by 
Russian gold. liowever the drift of public opinion is very hopeful. 
Even the, Tim" which is one of the ;most powerful Suppol'ters of. 
he Anglo-Indian ascendancy, has come" to recognise with satisfac .. 
tioll the Keneral moderation and proprietl of tone in th~ .peech .. · 

- I 
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" .. delivered" at the Congress a.nd sees rio reason· to qua.rrel with '&r 
, )' criticise sever~ly the Resolutions passed on such subjects as popular 

education, fiscal reform, appointments to the Civil ,Serviqe," and 
lays what indeed some of our Ano-Io.lndian critics have not yet has 
the charity to say tbat it has "~ever treated the promoters. of the 

C movement, as a set of diahonest imd disloyal intriguers." The 
Liberal Press is enthusiastic for the Cono-ress; and the "'eneral tone 
of the Conservative papers, too, is 0' a!)probation, if ~ot ofeo,logy. 
There is not a single town of importance in Great Britain where the 
name of the Congress is not known; and events have occured 'during 
the last two years which show that a considerable portiotrof the. 
Eritish publio is' beginning to tab a deep and real interest in the 
progress of political thought in this country. Great lJublic meetings 

\ are held in London 'and other . places at which eminent politicians
address the people on the Congress q,uestion. Mr. Bradla.ugh-his 
name alone is sufficient to confer lustre upon any movement with 
:which he allies himself-haa delivered powerf~l speeches on our 
political demapds, and we may be sure that he who has. fought and 
won almost single handed, a great constitutional tattle in Parliament, 
it not likely to fail in his noblean~ chivilous exertions on behalf of 
the suffering millions of India. The Liverpool meeting at which 
Mr. Caine and Mr. Yule, spoke is another proof of an increasing 
intElrest in our political questions in the minds of the English people 
Some English ladies lately held a meeting in aid of Indian politica 

I reform,,in U Kidderpur house," the London residence of '!Ar. W. c. 
BonnerJee. Everyone remembers the "Blackman" episode ; and 
whatever may be said by those whose chief occupation is to minimise 
the importance of everything which tenls to denote, in man:r measure 
t~ success ofoul." cause the dinner given to our illustrious couutry
men, Dadabha. Nowrojee by the National Libral Club w.as one of the, 
mos~ remarkable demonstratio~s in favour o.f our politic.al refo~mJ 
the Image and omen of the feelIngs of good-Will and afiectlOn Which 
the English people cherish towards ,the people of this. country.: 
Besides, some of our leading men, like Mr. Bonnerjee, go out tc). 
England every year to make direct appeals to the English nation, OD 
behalf of their country, and this plan has done much good by ·diffu$-

~ ing among them correct information regarding the' aims I and, 
aspirations of the people of India. 

But ,!:he most useful engine of our po1iti~al reform is our London 
Agency under the wise superintendence of Mr. Digby. Mr. Digby 
bas earned the lasting gratitude of all India for the invaluable services' 
be ha~ rendered to. the Congress-movement.. To his exertions we· 
owe the keen intere~t which some eminent politicians have begun to . 

. take in our progress. It was he who obtained for us assurances of· 
81mpathy from the greatest .htesmao. of the age. It wa •. h •. who. 
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agitated the Knsh~el'e question; who ,a.ddressed two powerful letten ' 
to the Sfcretary of ~tn.te on the Public ¥"Service question; and who '\ 
defenrle,j the Congre'ss against the Ilnjust and cowardly attacks of Sir 
E. Watkins and othel'lI, The diffusion' in England of ConO'ress
literature is due in a eonsiderable degree, to him; and if the I~dian 

, Agency has become n. centre of political weight and influence in 
, London, it is because his literary ability,_ his vast knowledge and 
ex.perience oflndian politics, his overflowing, regard for,' our 'well
beIng, have combined togeth~r in the furtherance of, our great 
National canse. In&titutions, lik~ the Indian Agency have played 
such a u~efulpart iff English history, the Colonies have profited by 
them so much, they ha.ve been such effi'.!acious inatrurnents for turn., 
in.g the currentl.of publ~c opinions in favour of ileformfl that we may, 
~lthout any hesltn.tlOn, Impress upon Our countrymen the extreme., 
necessity, importance, and usefulness of keeping up in London, at ' 
311 costs and hazards, an organi'sation, which has already done so 
mnch to popularise our political movement, and which may, in future, 
become the chief medium through which the national mind of India. 
may commune with the national mind of England. 

Thus,much for the chang~s of opinion 'outside Parliament:- it 
remains to be seen now how far our cause has progressed in Parlia. 
ment. In the, House Of Commons it is championed by Messrs. 
B;adJaugh, Oaine, Smith, Macferlane and other leading lights of the 
party. They h~ve during the present year raised a host of questions' 
in Parlia.ment on Indian topics. To those ' whom the indifference of 
Pa.rliament towards, Indi",n matters had grown wearisome and 
painful, the change in its attitude and the interest which'it has begun 
to take in our movements, '.is as remarkable' as it is encouraging and 
hopeful. Although Indian questions occupy as yet a very insigni.' 
ficant place in the field of parliamentary discussionJ- although Olfr 
Budget is even now disposed of in a few hours with a few speeches 
from some independant members addressed to empty benches, , 
although' there is not any party in Parliamen~ which ha~ maie Indian 
Reform one of the chief articles of its political faith, although, other· 
wise independent but in Indian matters, Parliament allows itself t() 
be guided entirely by the Secretary of State, who is swayed by tha 
Indian Council composed of retired An~lo~Indians, who, on indian • 
questions are at least a quarter of a. century behind the aged and have 

,little sympathy with the aspirations of a "New India;" while the 
Secretary of State's Council generally backs up the Viceroy'a 
Exe(lutive Council, whichcfmsisting of members who are bound to
eupport the Government, is influenced by th~ bias and opinions of 
thl:! rank and file of the official classes; yet there are certain 
signs of the time!, which those who run may read and which indi. 
Cite beyond all doubt, tha.t the present jystem of gover~iD~ India 



·x x iii 

/. has been weighed in the balance and found wanting, . tltat the mind 
~ ~md conscience of England are a wallening to her solemn Imperial· 

l responsibili'ties tha:t'some English statesmen, witn th.at courage andl 
perlileverence which marke.si the pioneers of the Reform-Bill Agitation 
and the Catholic Emancipation, are coming .to the fmnt .and willing 
to lay their lau~e in rest for a. cause which is the-cause of jl1stice and 
freedom and the ultimate triumph of which woald tend as. much t~ 
the fame and glory of England as to the social and political elevation 
of a weak but aspiring people. The question pat by Mr. Bl'adlaugl;l 
on India.n matters are the first beginnings of a great 'Change. Their,; 
lucces may be judged by the degree of discomfiture they 'Cause toth~ 
exponents Qf official views in this country. T.he Abk.ari Reform ..... ',. 
one of the chief proposals ofthe National Congress, has been tak~n
up by Messrs. Smith and Caine ~ho have come eff with flyjng, 
colors from the first battle. The division on the Abkari question; was 
a great event in the history of our political agitation. The debate 
took place ina. House of about 500 members, and Libreals as well 'as· 
Conservatives pronounced their emphatic condemnation of the exCise 
policy of India. This i~ not a. trifling viotory; it has that witMa 
whi<:h passes show. It is a proof positive of the fa.ct that however 
deep rooted political abuse may be, as soon as its nature is one rea~ 
lised by the British House of Commons, it is sure. to be destl'oy~ii 
and the whole army of Anglo-I.ndiatta' cannot save· it from 
destruction. ' ., ., 

The Draft Bill of Mr~ Bradlaugh'il..Js perhaps the greatest triluilEh. 
of the Congress, cause. The aim and oDJect ofthe bill, the spiritjn 
which it is cOflceived, the circumstances to which it owes its birth, its 
'place among oar p'roposals oft-eform, its influence-direct and indirect;
near and remote-upon our'political destinies, the ability, the wide 
human sympathy, the fame, the courage, and the highstatesman-like 
qualities of its author, invest it with -an importance all-d significance 
which ean scarcely be over~rated. The· reform of the Legislative, 
Council is admitted, by common consent, to be the foundation of all 
reforms; but the essences of tha·t reform is the adoption by the Gov~ 
ernment of the principle of representation .and election -in the .constitu·~ 
tion of its Council The Congress has always attached the greatest 
weight to this proposal, and yet "this is the proposal which excited the 
most adverse criticisms. Lord Duft'erin said that our .object was to 

_bring the executive into subje.ction to our will and to Sir Auckland" 
Col vin the Reform of the· council u?on the lines suggested by' the 
Congress w.ill be as min1.cu10usan event as the appearl\nce, 
oran elephant in a 'Scotch 1llist or a banian tree in Parliament 
Street. A Raja, under an inspiration from high quarters, pabliBhed an 
esu,- on " Deillocracy not luited to India,"· and another Raja ~hom: . 

. years have failed to hl'ing the philosophic mind, addressed lit petition 
for the suppression of the 'Oon~reSJ, t.G the GovernIl1ent. Sir Syed 



Ahmed raised up the phantom of another mutiny if any -repre!lentativ~' 
-element Wi\S going to be introduced into India., and in this misehievu 
nttempt he wa.s backed by the whole body of Anglo-Indian Officials. 
The Bureaucracy knows that the success of the demand for a. modified 
form of representative system means ·the curtailment of its unjust 
powers, that the day the tt:lle voice of the nation finds an expressioll 
in the Sllprem~ Council and is able to inflllnce its decision, will ring the 
<leath-knell of that despotism which tempered by justice and benevolence 
a'S it is, is yet marked by many falllts and failings, the most serious 
amongst which are its total ignorance of the real wants of the people· 
and its utter disregard and want of sympathy for the new aspirations< 
to which the growing inteligence of the cOllntry is giving brith ; and it 
is because it is awa~'e of this that it is straining every nerve to discredit 
the Congress movement in the eyes, of the British Pu.blic .by giving 
false and perverted versions of its real aims and by impeaching, with> 
a very slender regard for Truth, the. motives of its leaders. In spite 

,of all this opposition. Mr. Bradlallgh,realising the justice of ollr· 
demand and that" the critical agency in political causation which men 
vaguely call the force of events,"· has lifted up a great' question, 
which even its most ardent advocates were prepared to, see ignored 
for some years, into the regions of practical politics; and whatever 
may be the fate of his Bill, certain it is that its introdllction into Parlia. 
ment will, mean the introdllction of the chief p~oposal of the Cong .. : 
ress-the recognition, in a most.empa.thic manner of the weight a.rid 
influence of our great .national moveme[Ot, imd will inaugarate a new 
era in the history o( our political agitation. Whatever may . be said 
of the wisdom 'or the un wisdom of our demand, whatever charges of 
unpracticalness, selfishness, ignorance, and politicaf incapa'city may 
b~ brought against our leaders, it will not be said now _that there is' 
any taint of sedition or disloyalty in the objects or the methods 
of the Congress when its c~rdinal. principle is accepted by one who' 
is one of the most distinguished members of the Liberal party and is' 
going to form, in the shape of a Bill, a subject of parliamentary debate. 
Thus it appears that after all the banian-tree is going to grow up 
in Parliament Street and that ,the House of .Commons, moved by a. 
generous sympathy for the oppressed and guided by true Imperial 
instincts, is going to ac !ord a fair and indulgent hearing to a q ues .. 
tion which has passed through the various phases of redicule, abusa 
'and mis-representation, Dnd has been pooh-poohed by our Supreme 
and Local Governments. . 

The change which has occurred in English public opinion and 
in the attitude of Parliament with regard to the National Congl'ess, 
has influenced in a deci.sive manne,r the' policy of the Government of 
India, and instances may be cited which' will .show that even in this 

• Joho HlllllI)' ill the Ni.nf'ttnlTt, O.nllwv, JaotlaTylB87. 
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Joantry, the agitation hal not failed to. bear fruit. The- !rat Con~
reu had insilted upon establishing ProviDCial Go~ncils for the 
N.-W. P. and the Punjab,and the Government gave a Council to 
the United Provinces. Lord DufferiIi in hi. fa.mous minute approved 

· of tlae suggestionl of tlle separation of Judicial from Executiv~ fune-' 
, tionl,and of the reconstitution 'of the Councils' on~ a . wider basis. 
Lord Lansdowne has declared that the Budget will now :be subjected 
to discussion in the Council, and that within certa.in limits, members' 
will be allowed to"t!xercis8 the right of interpellation; These 'were 
two important iti!n:is in the demandl of the Congress, and they have 
been granted. The great Public Sen'ices Question has been decided 
to a certain extent in our .favour. The la.boursof Sir Charles Atchi-

· IOn, Sir Charlet Turner aild others have:not. been wholly resultles!, 
for the age limit ai demanded by us has been raised and th~ statutory· 
reltrictions which had, hitherto 'obstructed our progress in ,the ~ublic' 
Service', h",ve been somewhat relaxed. . 

This is a brief record of the' successel wpich the Congress hal 
achieved within a. short time. They are due to' the same causes to: 
which the success of English political agitations is due •. The Anti-' 
Slavery Sociity was successful because the eause.it had espousild was' 
just because the means by which that cause was advocated in and out, 
of Parliament were loyal a:ad constitutional as they were the means of 
free arid fair discussion becagse the intelligence. and patriotism . of 
the cultured classes were first' enlisted, and then the enthusiasm of thai 

~ masses wa. appealed to j and finally because- evenin the midst .of 
reverses and defeatt the leaders of the' movement did ' not lose' heart, 
bu' with an ~nfaltering faith in the ultimate triumph of truth, kept 
alive the torch ofcivilizatian amid the ·hurricanes 'o( evil passions and' 
ignorance. If the Congrels has 'achieved certain: successes, which 
are but the presa,es and forestalment of. that which is ·in the womb 
of time, it iii because its demands are national, and just and command 
the approbation ofthe English people; for in these days of free dis
cussion when upDn almost every question, '.he democracy i. the final 
. court Qf appeal, no movement which is of a vicious nature or is based 
upon a mischievous principle, which lends ita. countenance to method. 

:~not Banctione~ by the laws of morality, and which. mil.s t~ strike. ~h. 
I chords of natlOnal sympathy, can ~ver hope to mamtaln dsposltlon 
in public estimation. . 

Following in tire wake of great English reformen, the chief or
ganisers of the Congress movement, have relied 'more upon the 
.trength of moral conviction and less upon the' -adventitious' advan
tages of rank and wealth, have directed their' efforts, by means' of 

· .peechel, articles, pamphlets, tracts in English .s well as· in the va
rlOUI! dialects olthe country, to the elevation of the ignorant muse. 

i '0 .. higher level of .political intelligence, have organised centres of 
• p.liticlllcti-vit,.:bC:~lmo.t every important t()WJlI hl_ve.made mo.der •• 
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tiQn, ,ihe eneutia.l feature of theird~mal1d and lOIaltY811d patriotism. ~ 
the wa.tchword of their eJldeaTours, have appeale4. by theop~n straight'· 
forward means of public disculsiou to the heart aUQ mind of Eagland, 
and have succ,eeded in winning over to. their, sid~, the sympathies and 
approbation of considerable section of t~e Bcitishnation:. Theactive 
.ympathy manifested by men like Mr. Bradlaughand Mr. CaiIle, . Sir 
W. Hunter and Sir Richard Garth, Sir Charles Turner and, Sir Wil
liam . Wedderburn, Sir Charles' Atchison and Lord Ripon, the words of 
hope and encouragement which have fallen frome Ur. Gladstone-that 
most distingushed friend of oppressednationalitis ; the great. support 
of 'Mr. Hume who has Buffered, as no other has, f~J.' the, Congresl 
caUlle, but whose naIilewill go down to posterity as that of the great
e.t Englishman whom Providence has sent to our succour at a great 
critical moment in our history-aU this shows thai the cause in 
which we are engaged is neither disloyal nor seditious, but is carried 
on bywise and. constitutianal means, and is conducive ali~eto the 
good of India, and the glory of England. The forces of the opposi
tion have been scattered ; the Patriotic A sllociation which was start. 
ed. for the purpose of counter-acting the influence of the Congress, by 
distorting, perverting, falsifying its objects, is now dead and buried; 
aDd the great political.movement of Modern India, supported by the 
whole force of the National party, and backed by the moral enthu
.iasm of the British public is rising gradually in public estimation, 
and i. winning its way, by persuasion arid by calm consideration into 
the rational minds of men. If there are some to whom the progress 
of the Congress does not appear rapid enough, let them refieci in their 
mind upon the courses of some other great historic movementa which 
took generations to accomplish their ends: let them be&!' in mind 
that the reform agitation which succeeded in 1832 had been com
menced in 177Q, that. 70, year. of aard struggle were needed to ach
ieve the Catholic emancipation ; but' also let them remember that as 
in England 10 in India, the principles of loyalty and patriotism, con
trolled and guided by the still higher dictates of justice and moral 
rectitude are the first conditions of success ; that no sacrifice is too . 
great which must be made, nO,hardship too severe wltich must be 
bornl, in order to keep alive and burning in the national mind the
flame of loyal and patriotic feelings: and that we, who are engaged 
in a great canse should in spite of the obstacles which may be thrown 
in our way by those who' 'fIod and wink' b~hiJ:~_d tL slowly dying fire' 
hold the banner of reform bravely aloft in weal and woe, over the 
atormy seas upon which our lotis cast, and we may rest assured that 
as certainly as the sun rises from the East, the cause of Justice will' 
prevail; the buttresses of unjust authority, the fortre.ses of political 
abuses :will fall before the moral force of a new and enlightened pub. 
lie opinion, as fell the walls of Jericho at. the trumpet's peal, -and ·Eng
laRd, tRt aUiust mother of free Dationl wlll confer upon UI the boon· . 
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ofthose political rights and privileges which far from weakening and 
sapping, would strengthen and consolidate the migbtyfabric of ~er 

. world-wide Empire. .. 

D~r 15th, 1889 . 

• 
B. N. DA"R. 


