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TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE. 

such civilization, religion as its nurse, and the distant regions of the south as its 
cradle. He. compares Herodotus with the Sacred Writings, and describes 
" Ethiopia, the most distant region of the earth, whose inhabitants are the tallest . . 
most beautiful, and long-lived of the human race," I as "the Sabeans, the men of 
stature," of one prophet,' and as '.' the mighty men-the Ethiopians, that handle 
the shield," of another; I and in other instances throws a considerable light on 
the sacred text ... ~ 

In the researches on the primeval and mysterious Egypt is laid before us a 
. concise but clear sketch of the first attempts at writing, together with the dis-\ 
coveries of Young and Champollion in deciphering hieroglyphics-the land and \ 
its inhabitants-their divisions-their occ;upations-their literature-their re­
ligion, their laws and polity :-and, finally, the wonders of that land of marvels 
-its pyramids, itll ma.jestic and solemn temples-the stupendous colossi and 
monuments of the hundred-gated Thebes, are exhibited belpre us. . 

Considering the very interesting nature of these subjects, and the ability and 
learning displayed by Professor Heeren in their investigation and illustration, 
it is truly a matter of surprise that such a work has not before been made ac-
cessible to the English reade!;. . 

Noone wishes more sincerely than he who has Iila.de this attempt, that it had 
been. done by some one bettel: qualified fot the office. The translation· was 
begun merely as a literary exercise, without any view to publication; and was 
continued solely from the interesting nature of the work, and the pleasure felt. 
i~ its performarice. . 

Of the high qualifications enumerated by a writer in the QuarterlV :Re~w as 
necessary for the proper performance of this task, but few are possessed by ( 
him who has undertaken it,. j Nevertheless, he still hopes. that. what he has done, 

. will be found to be a correct version of the German: and he is led to state this 
with mOre confjd~nce from- its having received the sanctio~ and commendatio 
of Professor Heerel1 himself. That learned gentleman, at the request of th 
publisher of these volumes, kindly took upon himself the task of reading over 
ihe sheets bE;fore publication-a task to which his knowledge of the English lan­
guage rendered him competent. and which the numerous corrections he has 
made, show hiD) to have executed with milch· care and. attention. Soon after 
the first thirteen sheets had been transmitted to him, the learned author writes,. 
"I have read. them with attention, and attest that they are made with a due 
knowledge of the two languages, and with all the accuracy which I could 
desire. . I should be well content if the continuation should be executed with 
the same Qiligence; and if the whole of my works should be presented in this· 
form to the English public." In a letter received a few days since, containing. 
the Professor's corrections and emendations of the whole of the first volume 
and the· principal part of the second, together with the Appendix IX., which 
has never beforl: been published, .he again expresses his approbation of the 
English versiol!. A considerable part of the work was also revised by a gen­
tleman distinguished for his accomplishments, Bnd his high attainments in clas­
sical Bnd German Literature, whose name (were I Bt liberty to mention it) 
would give the reader entire confidence in this part of the work. 

I Herodotus,!iI. 114. • Isaiah "Iv. 1'- • Jeremiah lIhl. P-
• .. We. would gladly .... the whole work made ~e.sible to the English Mader; but It would reqUire 

no ordlnaryaocomplilhments to do 80. Oriental. classical, and modem languages mUlt be alike fa1niJiar, 
to the person who .hould undertalte tbe IIIk." Quart ... " llni .... N ... LXXXV. p. 118, note. The 
translator canno! but congratulate the public upon the able banda whicb the remaining parta of thill • 
work are now in. 
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TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE. 

Besides the Appendix just mentioned, there is prefixed to this tralislation the 
GENERAL INTRODDCTIOlf of the author to his Reflections upon the. N atibns of, 
Antiquity, which, ill the German, is found at the beginuing of. the volume on 
the Persians. [t hils been thought proper to prefix it to this volume, as con­
taining a (lOIlcise and gene~ ~~opme?t of the. first rise of states an~ govern­
menfB I of the influence of religIOn m thell" formatiol1, and of its benefic181 effects 
upon legislation;. of the origin of commerce, and ·of its ntrspringj civilization, 
uvigation, and finance. These particulars .are so skilfully grouped, so lumin­
ously displayed, and the whole finished with IIG much judgment and taste, that 
it altogether forms a fine historical picture. . 
. Although the business of translating be perhaps the most humble connected 
with literature, yet BOrne anxiety is naturally: felt for the SUClce~1i of what has cost 
118 mIlCh labour. From this feeling the translator of the present 'Work does not 
profess to be exempt:· perhaps it is inCreased by this being the first literary 
attempt he has offered to the public. N evertbeless, 88 he has aimed at nothing 
beyond clothing the ideas of another in an English dress, he expects DCI higher 
praise than that of having executed his task with fidelity, and of having by so 
doing contribute4 his feeble etfurts for the advancement of knowledge . 

. POSTSCRIPT. 
, . 3,,' . 

r 
In the Appendix VI. I have given the original Latin as well as an Englisb 

version of the portions of Avienua, which Prof. Heeren 'has translated intd 
German. Thedescriptiol1 given by Heeren of tbe early Oarthaginian voy­
ages in the Atlantic Ocean, receive no small confirmation from tll~ ancient 
traditions of the Irish. Noone but a gennine Irish antiquarian would, of conrse, 
contend that the Annals collected by Keating, Flaherty, and O'Connor, are to. 
be received as implicitly as .. Holy Writ," and no one· bUt a confirmed sCl!ptie 
"onld reject them as wholly unworthy of attention.' . There: is, in all the nrying 
accounts given by the Irish historians, one fact in which all the traditions meet 
-that letters and some of the arts of civilized life werti btodght to their country 
by a people called Pbenians; by a change; whieh; a8 Fabel remarks, is very 
common in the triuIitions respecting the origin of nations, the people is some­
times spoken of as an individual, and the personified Phenius becomestbe in­
ventor of retters' and the parent of civilization. The route prescribed for tbe 
Phenians, or the descendants of the imaginary Phenius, brings them from some 
part of the Levantine coast to the western Mediterranean, and thence round 
Spain to the British isl"nds. In the oldest legends no date is assigned to the 
successive steps of this migration, and the chronology giveR: by ~eating and 

"'". -,. 
1 Turner. IIUIorp 0' Engli,A MiddltJ .tIg ... I. 278. 16,.. that of all their lradilionl. one of their moat 

ancient aod leaat-inationaJ ia that .. hieb deduces some part of their population from 8paiD.-A Greek 
writer, ltienniua, wJlo wrote in the ninth century, menttoJIII thie tradition twice j and hia account is 
Taluable, .. it shOW'll that: In the nintb century the Irish derived themselves from Spain, wben they 
had no motive but their own tradition. to do 10. 

I Much has been dilputed about the Jrioh Iettero. The Bobeloth characle .... the Beth-Iuisnon, 
Opam, and Ogham..crabb writing, have been eagerly dilated OD. But allo it baa been fancied that 
Feniul Panadb, the pronepoa of Japbet, first Invented Irish letten. Turner' • .Middle 4'lgel, vi. 277. 
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O'Connor is manifestly a clumsy forgery by the monks in the middle ages. 
Still there: are some circumstances which would lead to the conclusion that the 
period when the Phenians came to Ireland, must have been nearly that which 
is assigned for the voyage of Himilco.: Of these the most remarkable is the 
tradition that a colony of Phenians worked the mines in the county of Wicklow, 
and that another discovered metallic treasures at Killarney. Now it is suffi­
ciently well known, that the first mines worked by the Poeni, as the Cartha.­
ginians should properly be called, were those in Spain, and that .the art of 
mining was brought thereto.80me degree of perfeCtion about the time of 
Himilco's expedition. 

The appearance of the ancient shafts in different parts of Ireland is precisely 
similar to that which travellers in Spain assure us is presented by the remaining 
traces of Carthaginian works; the brazen instruments sometimes dug up in the 
Irish bogs, are found when assayed to have the same proportions of mixture in 
the metals, as the Carthaginian relics discovered in Sicily and Italy; and the 
shape of several ornaments found at various times is perfectly congruous to the 
description given of Carthaginian habits by the Roman historians. Of the coin­
cidences in language it is useless to speak, for the only relic of the Carthaginian 
tongue is so hopelessly corrupt, that it may be wrested to support any system 
of which the wildest antiquarian ever dreamed. 

The long-disputed question of the Milesian settlement in Ireland may be then 
settled, if we suppose that the Phenians were a Carthaginian colony; their ac­
quiring ·the mastery of the country,will not appear surprising When we reflect 
that a handful of Englishmen at the present moment rules over Hindostan; a,nd 
the pretensions of the Irish to remote antiquity and an eastern origin will appear 
to have resulted from the adoption of the traditions, which the colonies that 
introduced letters brt'ught with them from the parent state. . In these traditions 
no note was taken of time, no attempt made to separate what occurred in the 
earlier steps of the migration from what happened in later periods. Hence 
room was afforded for the invention of all the fabulous tales that the fancy of 
flattering genealogists and dreaming monks could inven~ but. all these leave 
'uncha~ged the simple fact, .that the Irish traditions invariably ascribe the in­
troduction .of letters ,and the. arts to a colony called· Phenians, and ascribe to 
that colony a route precisely coincident with the progressive course of the Car-
thaiinians. . 

" 

Respecting the Cassiterides there are. many interesting particulars in TUR­
NER'S ANGLO-SAXONS. (vol. i. p. 51, etc.,) to which the reader is referred. 

Oxford. 
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GENERAL INTRODUCTION. 

ALTBOUGB Modem history possesseS great importance from OUl' proximity in 
point of time to the actions it records, as well as their manifold relations to the 
age in which we live, yet on the other hand Ancient history is not without eel'­

tain advantages peculiar to itself; which, notwithstanding the many centuries 
that have intervened, confer npon its records the appearance, as it were, and the 
gr&CftI of a ~tual youth. The crowds of illustrioDS men conspicuous in its 
annals, 8& CItizens, as statesmen, or as warriors, will never cease to have their 
admirers, and, it may be hoped, their imitators also; and even if we admit that 
theae heroes of past ages may have been indebted for part of their grandeur to 
the venerable IIllSts of antiquity through which we contemplate them. yet does 
Ancient history possess an incontestable advantage over that of modem times in 
the rich variety of the forms of government and polity which it unfolds to us. 
Modem history is confined to Europe, or, beyond those limits, to the colonial 
eettlements of Europeans; and consequently, throughout all its details relative 
to cinlized nations, preserves an nniformity which is the necessary result of the 
almost equal degree of refinement they have attained. This similarity of man­
DeTS,' ana, and religion has, in some degree, given to mankind at large, as con­
templated in these countries, the appearance of one mighty nation, which may 
be considered, notwithstanding some subordinate differences, as fonning an uni­
form whole. How different an aspect does the Old world present to us! The 
mnot civilized nations of the earth were not then, like those of modem EUrope, 
die links of a general system; were not pent up within one quarter of the globe, 
but dispersed through all the parts of it then lmown: lastly, they were not ass0-
ciated by the ties of a common religion. Every nation, in consequence, much 
more readily assumed and maintained a character peculiar to iteelf; a great 
dinl'llity of governments grew up and ftonrished together; and thus it is that 
Ancient history, although many of our pTesent constitutions were then unknown, 
enlarges the sphere of OUl' observation, and affords us, in the variety of the forms 
of government presented to our notice, practical lessons of political wisdom. 

On the other hand, questions relative to the commerce of ancient nations ap­
pear to be much less intimately connected, than is the ease in modem times, with 
their politicaJ institutions; because commerce had not as yet excited in an equal 
degree the attention of their governments. N everthe1ess, even at that time, there 
were slates which in a greater or less degree owed their existence to commerce; 
and of which the institutions can be very imperfectly understood without a re­
fereno;e to this subject. We cannot, however, form a ju~ament on any individual 
quesbon, till we shall have ascended 80 far in the history of Antiquity l1li to 
~prehend the whole extent of ancient commerce, with its principal character­
ISbcs, by the light of such records as have been preserved to us. This will justify 
the extensiveness of the present inquiries, which embrace the trade 88 well as 
the ~litical constitutions of the ancient world. Both thaie questiou will be 
elUCIdated, according to the plan of the present work. by the inqniries we shall 
pursne respecting some of the most prominent nations indiriduoIly: but it is 
D~ to offer fi~ some ~eraJ obse"ations, ,,!hich, by developing certain 
pnnCIples, may contribnte to Illustrate the detail which follows. 

Nothing can, in itself, be more obscnre than the question respecting the form­
ation of slates or civil societies, (expressions which we may consider as syno­
Dymous,) and the causes of the diversity of form they have assumed ~ but this 
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IV GENERAL INTRODUCTION. 

question, which the very remoteness of their origin and the want of credible 
information renders, so difficult, has been still more embarrassed by the practice 
of transferring to ancient times ideas drawn from the constitutions of existing 
nations, which are utterly inapplicable to those of Antiquity. The further we 
advance in such investigations, the more we shall have reason to be convinced, 
that the origin of political constitutions' was, at the first, exceedingly simple, 
and as far as possible from being the effect of deliberate intention or established 
principles; being much more the result of circumstances and necessity. It is 
seldom, however, that the history of nations ascends so far: but our observations 
on such tribes as are still in their political infancy supply us with data respecting 
the progress of ancient nations, which we shall in vain expect from the history 
of the latter;' nor was there ever a period when the opportunities of making such 
observations were more copious than at present. What then are the general 
conclusions to which such observations lead us, and how do they agree with the 
records which have been preserved to us in Ancient history P . , 

The first bond of community existing among men was, beyond all question, 
the natural one of domutic ties. It is greatly to be doubted whether any people 
ever existed, among whom the law of marriage, or the domestic alliance of the 
two sexes, did not prevail; and even if an instance or two could be cited, it may 
safely be pronounced that such a state of society would resolve itself into bar­
barism. The very bond, however, of domestic society implied an inequality which 
was necessarily productive sf authority on the one hand and submission on the 
other. Among barbarous nations the husband is always the 'lord of his wife 
and of his children, so lon~ as the latter are supported by him; and as the moral 
motives which should mitIgate this authority are few and feeble, it is apt to de­
generate into absolute despotism. His wife and his children are treated by the 
lordly savage as parts of his property; and all the laborious occupations of the 
household or the field, and every task which does not demand courage as well as 
strength, are laid upon the females of the family. 

It cannot escape an attentive observer, that this sort of domestic tyranny, so 
early established and the fruitful source of so many evils, must also have been 
a serious ,obstacle to the establishment of a better order of things. By whatever 
means anything like a constitution may be effected, it presupposes the association 
and combination of a considerable number of separate families. Can it then 
be matter of surprise that we find so many abuses in civil constitutions, when 
their roots had' already penetrated so deep into the domestic relations from which 
the latter were formed P 

This bond, however, of consanguinity, is much more extensive and powerful 
among savage tribes than among civilized nations. The different members of 
the. family do not, as with us, devote themselves, as soon as they have attained 
a certain age, to various occupations in the world withOUt, and thus separate 
from the parent-stock. All pursue the same occupation, whether it be hunting 
or the tending of cattle. Consequently the families remain nnited: they gradually 
form Tribes, and the Tribes-Nations. The distinction of tribes is universally 
prevalent, and no less influential among the savages of North America or Aus­
tralasia, than among the half-savage inhabitants of Central Asia, or of the deserts 
of Arabia and Africa. The members of the same tribe settle (lr migrate toge­
ther: and although the first formation of such societies was undoubtedlv the 
effect of a law of Nature, yet their common interest must have confirmed and 
strengthened the bond of union, as providin~ for their mutual defence and se­
curity during their continnal. petty wars. It IS always the case that tribes of 
this sort ,are SUbjected to a despotic authority possessed by the head of their 
race; who owes, his power to the patriarchal privilegt'8 of his birth, and con­
sequently is sometimes tempted to indulge it, till it becomes an oppressive 

. 1 Among the works U1ustrati~tr of the history and geograpby of nation. wbich have appeared linee 
the last edition of these Inquiries, deserves to be mentioned first, MOUDtstuart Elpbinston'a AccounI qf 
'''' Kingdom oj Oahul and .t, Dependenciel, I.ondon, 1815; tho author of "hloh had visited Afghan· 
istan, 81 ambassador at the court of Cabu). The Afghans are at preaflnt precisel,. in a trmviti0Ja.4tat •• 
balf pastoral and half agricultural. Tribe8 of both ClRSae& live intermingled; and in no part of the world 
are there greater opportunities for studying with advantage the outlinet of civil society in its in~ncJ; 
J'especting which the accomplilhed author hal afforded UI details 88 autbentic 88 they are intereatinC. 
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tynumy: at the aame time that the dependents of other chiefs are nowise suffer-
era in their pe~o~ freedom. .. . 

We must di.ungUlsh, however, between such patriarchal authonties, prevalent 
among wandering tribes, and the civil and political constitutions which presup­
~ settled habitations and territorial ~ions. It is true that even the pas­
toralstate of soch tribes can hardly'eXlSt without the acknowledgment of certain 
laws of property: !he herds, for instance, are co~ide~ to belong to certai!l indi­
viduals, and occasIonally the pastures to certain tnbes; but the occupations of 
IUCb races of men, confined principally to the tending of cattle, are so exceed­
ingly easy and simple, that they fail to supply motives for the development of 
their faculties. The questions which arise among them respecting their posses­
.ioM are 80 little intricate, that the decision of the head of the tribe is sufficient 
to compose all their differences respecting the grand controversy of Mellm and 
Til...... Auother state of things prevails when such wandering tribt'S obtain 
settled possessions, and the law of absolute proprietorship over certain lands and 
territories is introduced in favour of individuals. It is not easy to define in each 
instance, on historical grounds, bow and when this came to pass: partly because 
our records rarely ascend so high, and partly because these changes rarely took 
place simultaneously, but for the most part gradually and insensibly. We may 
howenr allege a multitude of causes, connected with the climate, the nature of 
the soil, aud the external relations of each nation, which contributed to effect 
this change, and will afford us abnndant matter for observation. 

The consequence of this adoption of settled habitations· was the establish­
ment of towns and cities, which severally possessed their respective territory, of 
greater or less extent. The effect of the formation of communities of this Sort 
was the commencement of certain relations between the inhabitants of the same 
place; and the outline, however rode, of something \ike a civil constitution. 
The unity of their interests and their common security, required that they should 
be governed by councils common to all, and guided by the same leader. The 
authority of the heads of tribes and families declined in the same proportion: 
because as these cities increased in 'p?pulation they gave occasion for a great 
diversity of arts aud occupations, which facilitated the resort of strangers, and 
contributed to break through the distinctions of clan and tribe. 

Whatever may have been the original causes of the formation of· soch cities 
or communities, fOl' the present inquiry one fact is amply sufficient,-that in 
several countries of the Old World, such as Egypt, Syria, Italy, etc., we find that 
cities existed at the earliest period to which our acquaintance with those coun­
tries ascends. 

Such an origin of civil government was the frequent and perhaps universal 
IOUfee of the constitutions which we denominate Republican. To this inference 
we are led by all the evidence which Ancient history has preserved to us; with­
out pretending to establish an hypothesis which might be made the basis of still 
b~r conclusions. The free states of Antiquity, as far as we are acquainted 
wlIh them, were notbing more than cities surrounded by their pecnliar districts; 
and this character they continued to preserve, whatever degree of political con­
sequence they may have subsequently attained. At the same tim!; the grt'atest 
differences p1'1Mliled with regard to the equality or inequality of iights enjoyed 
by the inhabitant8 of the conntry as compared with the citizens of the town. 
The Phamician, Grecian, and Italian free states were of this description. It is 
easy to con~ive, from what has been advanced, how such a state of things may 
~ve commenced and been established in a single city, or even throughout a ter­
ntory of 1IDla1l extent (though in this ease there always previously existed;or 
will! 800n .fomJ~ some chief town); ~hile it is very difficult to imagine how an 
enure ~on, dISpersed over an extensive tract of country, could fall at once upon 
the I'~ent of adopting a free civil constitution.' 

With respect to such constitutions, it is easy to see not only how they came to 
be greatly diversified, but also how some of them attained great importance. It 

• The eltaD!ple fII .... lewiob _....,. io _ • proof to th. eonhary. The nlrio"" tn ....... hicb 
c.mpoeed it woul4 ban been eff'eetuaU,. dissolved in a complete aoan:b,., if the establiab.ment of kingl, 
...... _ - hod __ lnlnlled to IIold _together. 
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is true that their leading chal'acteristics must always have continued e&8eDtiaJly 
tbe same. Wben the state consisted of a number of citizeDJI poseessing equal 
rights, it was a necessary consequence that aYembliel should be convened from 
time to time to debate on tbeir common interests. In such 86IIenlbliel all the 
iuhabitants of the same town or its territory, being members of the same com­
munity, were entitled to appear in person: and this circumstance may furnish 
U8 ."ith an answer to the qlJe6tion,--How it came to pass that tbe Representative 
System, as it obtaiDJI amoug the modern .. continued BO long unkuown to the 
ancients ?-Because the very forms and constitution of their republics. impl};ng 
as they did a right of voting in person, excluded the idea of repruenIatitm. For 
several re880ns, however, it was found necessary to remedv the defects inherent 
in a form of government purely democratical, by establishing another council, 
consisting of men of BOme experience, who might be constantly at hand to IU~ 
ply the place of 888embliel which could not be always held, and to decide ques­
tions of a nature remote from the apprebension of a popular meeting. Sucb a 
council was formed under the name of a Senate, and consisted or the most con­
siderable and most experienced citizens, constituting a distinct and independent 
body. Finally, as the various departments of the adminiatration demanded a 
number of special functionaries, it became necessary to create Magistrates, 
who were inuosted with a greater or leas degree of authority according to a... 
cumstancea. 

Such was necessarily the outline of the civil c6nstitulioDJI of all the ancient 
republics i Comiti-. Se~ud Ma!tistrates, composing their principal parts. 
Yet, notwithstanding this general similarity, what a diversity of modificati0n8 
may we expect to discover in them! It ia impossible tbat in any state an 
absolute eqoalityshould exist between its membel'L The unavoidable diflerencee 

" of opulence and poverty .ill for the most part bring with them a political in­
equality also. The hereditary disposition of the more distinguished familiel to 
appropriate to themselves the exclusive p08IIetIsion of honours and offices neces­
sarily tends to establish a patl'ician caste, 1I"hich would engr0&8 the control of all 
public business. In this manner the constitution 1I"ould become more or le8II 
ariatocratic or democratic (to borrow the language of the Greeks); and the same 
principles will serve to show how individuals al80 came to aequire an authority 
more or leas arbitrary. Differences no less important would obtaiu "ith respect 
to the senate, the number of its membel'll, aa well 88 the number, the offices, the 
authority, and the denominations of the magistrate&. An example of such di­
versities we may remark in the Cree toWDJI of Germany dl1ring the days of their 
liberty i and wbich ia preserved in the few which still 8ubsiaL No other CODD­

try has borrowed BO largely from the political institUti008 of Antiquity, (as may 
be best Been by tracing back the history ohuch free t01mS for two or three hun­
dred years,) notwithatanding some diversities which it does not belong to tbia 
place to point ouL 

Such repub1ics were necessarily of small extent at their commencement: with­
out, however, renouncing their orig;nal character, they were oCten enabled in 
varioua 1I"8ys to extend the limits of their power and tbeir territory, and eveD 
to bt:eome the miatres8e8 of empires, aa, for instance, Rome and Carthage. 
When several communities belongmg to the same nation were situated near each 
other, they naturally formed a mutual alliance; especially when the Pre88ure of 
enemies from without drove them to combine their means of resiatance. In luch 
cases it W88 natural that the most considerable state or city sbould place itself 
at the head of the confederation, and 88lUme a precedence, which alDlOllt _ 
8arily degenerated into a species of domination i of whicb we Bee examplel in the 
conduct of Rome towards the Latin states, of Tyre with respect to the Ph_ 
nicien, of Thebe8 with respect to those of BIEOtia, etc. Nevertheless, the in­
f~rior cities would 8till continue to lay claim to a certain independence. In 
questions affecting the whole confederacr, such 88 those of peace and war, the 
superior state might BOmetimel carry its claims of precedence to the extent of 
an absolute supremacy; but 80 long 811 ber general authority remained unqUe&­
tioned, she did not much concern herself with the internal polity of the inferior 
Slates, or with maUers which only affected them individually. Such a prece-
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denee enjoyed by the principal state will readily e~laiu how cities, insignificant 
in themselves, were able to atteml?t and achieve ~onquests, aided in many. c;ases 
bv a oombinarioa of favourable cU'Cumstances, WIth men of talent and splnt at 
the head of affairs, and enjoying the resources which their navigation, comm~ 
and mines &Uppli~ . . . 

But besides thlS class of states, whose ongm and formation we have endea­
voured to illustrate, Ancient history presents UB with another totally different 
in all the circumstances of their creation and constitution,-in the Greal M_ """'ia of antiquity; of which the origin was often no less rapid than their ex" 
tent was enormoll8,. Some of them were of moderate size and consisted of a 
single people; the power of their kings being derived from the ancient hereditary 
law of patriarchal anthority. In this manner in Epirus, Macedonia, and else­
where, the family of their native princes maintained itself on the throne. Others, 
however, (and those in every respect the most considerable,) comprehended 
under one domioion a multitude of all nations and languages. It is not to be 
supposed that a number of independent nations should bave voluntariIy sub­
mitted themselves to one, and it IS, Ii priori, much more pl"obable that such a 
atate of things was the result, for the most part, of the rapid growtil and vic­
torious progress of a oon1,:~ng people. The sequel of these inquiries will con­
vince us, in the ease of . that such conquering nations were, for the most 
part, wanderers and shepherds, who forsook their own barren abodes, allured by 
the plO6pect of booty and the hope of possessing richer and better cultivated 
regions, which they overran, pillaged, and subdued. Even if these conquerors 
had been less barbarons than they were, it is obvious that the whole political 
condition of such monarchies "'as neeessarily formed on a model totally different 
from that which prevailed in republics, which owed their existence to the erec­
tion of cities and establishment of communities. In a kingdom founded upon 
the right of conquest, the authority of the ruler could only be maintained by force 
of arms; and even if a military despotism in ita fullest extent were not the con­
eequence, it is obvious that the constitution must partake of that character. An 
absolute monarchy is the inevitable result; sufficiently rigid to preclude such 
atalee from ever assuming the character of ~; and this may already serve to 
explain in part the remarkable contrast wruch the great Monarchies present, 
in their internal constitution and development, to the Republics of antiquity. 

II we ~ not at liberty to affirm that all the ancient forms of government 
originated in the manner we have described, it is at least certain that the greater 
number and the m06t powerful of the states then existing may be classed under 
one or other of these two descriptions. When we reflect, however, that all civil 
societies, which deserve the name, ~ associations of free men t-that it was not 
possible that anything like political wisdom or sound phil060phy should have 
regulated their first formation ;-that the very desire of security and mutual de­
fence which contributed to theiT creation was not likely to be at all times equally 
urgent, and might sometimee be forgotten ;-when all these considerations pre­
sent themselves to the mind of the inquisitive historian, he feels that, in the in­
fancy of the human race, such communities could not have \leen held together 
neept by a more d.urable and powerful bond than all of these,-that of h/igimt. 
T~ere is no conelusion which political history supplies more remarkable than 
thIS; that the farther we advance in the history of any nation, the greater b&­
comes the i~8oence of religion in state affilirs: and it is the more necessary to 
advert ~ th. early combination of Religion with Polity, because many circum­
atB;Dcee 10 the following inquiries can only be illustrated by referring to such an 
umon. On the present occasion I use the term Religion to e~reS8 the bar­
barous reverence which uncivilized nations have always paid, by certain rites 
and customs, to i~ary deities, nnder whatever form they may have been 
represented·OI' concetved to exist. Whether there mayor may not exist some 
tJ:ibes amon.g whom no traces of religion{in the above sense of the word) can be 
dlgeOvered,lS a question which bas not been perfectly ascertained, and which, in 
the Pn:sent t'88e, is intmaterial; since, even if such exist, they form at nil events 
except.J(~ns of ~he~t occurrence. Now, to. convert such a ~igion into a bond 
of poliuca1 nnlOn, It 18 only necessary that It should possess m each natiou or 
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tril~. Mlu-u cb"ractl!r, ul.l gm,.mlly tbe _, .ince, u " proud by. mal. 
tit·Jde uf uamplel, eY~ nation '" naily led lD adt'l" entain godt u itl tutelary 
and rJCculillr dt.-iu.... ";uch an ,,~, a tutelary eII!ity the common prrJteclDr 
"f tr,e Wtu,le nadon.-" o"vlou.l, an in"iIIiJ.lc Lond uf intereat and allilu1ce. 
)'r(lm "'·Ing an Inviai"le Lund of uni"" It 18 calculated lD Lt.'WIIle a "l8i"le Dna 
• ...,. and In tbi. reapt'ct 18 n(l"clally Indumtilol Af IlOOII U the .. ""blp of their 
eII·itl", lleame conncclt'd .. ith lIome rmrtieular 'JIOt, and look piau 10 _ 
nlLtllJnlll ",1ft"le or .. nelll/ur, with l,uLlie "-tivalli at whicb all the nation and 
only thllt natilm .... i.It'd._ .ooq wu t1lt're ntaLliahed among them a J,,;n­
di,le uf u",tg.lndrpt'ndnlt uf txtnlllll cirelJmatanue, and allied III the Inllnlllllllt 
"·cli~/(I or man. Of thl8 W8 lind .abundant e<mflrmatiOll In eYcry JIll" (If 
AnCknt bl.tmy. 

A .tate conaltitin,r of •• Ingle city with III petty terrilory,lD wbicb tbe "t!'f1 
elrCllnuotance of itllnhahilllnl. H"ing togrthn nta/lliahet a .t,..mg bond of anion. 
tan brltn .ul"iat wlthnut thia tie of. wmrnma religion, tbougb"tII In thia cue 
It clm h"rdly Le alll'l('1ru.r dilprllll!d with. }jut the abiolUlA! _ity for .acb 
.n allianu 18 I_t .. ~ In the c_ of confedcratiolUl funnrd &Iter the mannrr 
we ha't brl:'n ck-.eriI,lnj!'. The nry idI'& of combin/LtiOll impUe. a prnious ttaUt 
of ..,lItratl'm, and on tltl8 aeeount nlmordlnary _alUl are DCCftIItIlry to I,"",mt 
the di .. "lutlon of tbe confederacy lind a mum to the original c:ondiliun. It may 
he added, that u nrry .uch UIIOCiation Imp'"," on III IIIt'mlJl!l'll een.ain eotItmoo 
burdt·n., thne 18 • natur,,1 &mdmey on the part of the c:omt.ined Ilalt'llD rrlf'ftllt! 
tht'JlAI!!"", frOID loch oJ.lIl(11tiona, 10 I001I U c1rclIIIIJjtanllft may permit. Whal 
thtll .hallln.ure the duraLility of lucb "l1illnen Pit .. true tl .. t the vtI!Mure of 
fo,ei"" en~mi" and the beenllity '0'. CODILlnrd "",i.lance lJI8y t'lfeci tbia for a 
tillU', but .uch occ:aaiolUl are tranahory:-nea the Inllue1\Ce 01 • paramount 
authority can lmure It only lD a cl'l'tain extent, .nd only wbile -I,leu-I, pre­
dtlflllnltOt:- Religion ,,"me can maintain .ueh ao union. throllgh the Induenee 
of C(fmIMn rilt'l and lrml,It .. , which conf.., an Indi¥iduality, u It were, upon tbe 
nat\lm ...... whieh .JlPft11 to the tm_. and tbe brart, .bleh dltitlnguiab tbat from 
.n 01l1eT JIIttiOlUl, and by that Yrry circum'lance Infuae Into It a IIArit of ""tUm­
Dlilt/. In thil mannrr the tcml,lt' of the Tyrilln lI",euJe. became lhe centre (II 
the l'hu.nlciao Lngue,-that of J ul.ilL., l..at.ialia uf tbe Latio Confedt..'I'IIC)' I .nd 
thlll It Will that the Grecian 1lalH, diaeordant In their funna of pt'l'llDlmt and 
di.unitctl by '""Iuent .a". yet Mt thern..el,," lD Le lIIfto"",",o' one community, 
"'hm _LI,·d lD ulchrate the f""'I",,1 "' the Olyml.ian J u"lter. 

It 18 tnte that nt'lipm can affind no .uch "'/lid IIf unlllD to a Yam", of nil­
drma of dilJ'crmt origin and "ariolll ""rda, who f~d one might, _ oflly in 
c:tm .... 'lul'nce of the .lIlm", pow'" "' tIlf'ir CClDlmlm wnqunon. In u fu, in­
d~ u the rcllgil/D 0' the conquering nation ,ul*tleded tbaec of tbe eon'lUd't'd. 
it nrrcl ... d of COli,.., a con.ideraLIe Lilt not an univenoaJ Indnence I but Itl Jlf'in­
el,101 tfficacy In .lIch CUCII eonmtrd in III Introduting lI1gUltditJII, which optKMed, 
II It "'1'''', .. lfIIe boundtl to tbr ov", .. hl'lm!"", ¥Iok-nee of military dealJO!A, and 
limitrd "hat It could not control W.latton, to be elJ'~tU&1 and to In.ure 
'I")/I!ct, dmulndl the IIInctilJn of • hilihl'1' authority. AmonI' natiolUl .hich 
hllYC' alrc'lldy a!lllirard a Ct'rlstin """'" of Intrllt'clU81 eultl"alloo .nd politic'" 
con.thutlon, the "w .. It .. trut', will of thC'fJI .... IYl .. comutand ,",IKt, l.ecau.se 
Jnn1 haVI! had time to be con"lncN that o""dience 18 • duty, but fueh tenti­
mentl wrre not to Lt looked ( .. , amonlC rude and Unt-dueated tril_, who .. ~,.. 
not di_llOll<'d lD "cpnate the law., I!XUJ,t u far .. th,., Wt.'n! .. nctioned by !leo 
lij(ion. fur thll rl.'llllUJl, In the rulu..t II"", or antirluity, c1vU ifllltituliOM, no ..... 
thlln tbo.e which wrre oC a chArac~ .tridly religloua, bore the imp,.. of Ile­
llgllm, and enn In the prrvnt d"y we _ An uBmVIc of It In tlte l'1UI4! of .11 
thlJlC nati"n. whleh a.n till' Ituthorlly of the Koran. Among the Ureeb and 
KomAn. alao, the enactmrnt. 0' Lyl!Urguf and !Ii um. WeTe .. ndiontd by th" 
authllrity of th~ popular ,..1Ig1"n. Hucft a atate of Ihln/(l DaluraJly caulled the 
,..tlll,ll.hment.'!!! a 1UCl',.JJd4I race, lUI a di.lind orelt-r. or l'¥t'n tNUl4, (!I~ CUJI-
11111'1' "f thl' J'./IlI1 difT.·rln,ln Ihla reI,JI'd trom thOlle o( UI'I!C'ce and Rome.) which 
n .... nllAnly "uBlnM! thl! hlgh, .. t Inlluenu In !,,,liHeal qtJelltion., aD InllUl.'llCC 
wh1c:h, alt!tou"h oeeaaiolllllly allUllt'd, Will Itot without III good elketllD WuiunS 
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the -r.- 01 the ~h. Reli"..;.m also J>tfstnDrd ~rt:aiD ~lIlOIlies 
.. hi.--tl __ eqaally bound 10 oIJserw; and the duty of obserring them, 
aDd the bms daley impooed. pa-l some salu\aly limits 10 the poww of the 
.,,<uigL 

The ahoft lIIast he ftaiftd as merek _ ~ observations on the politi­
a1 ftlbStitutiOll8 of the Ancients, .. hich in the ~uel _ shall haO'e abundant 
«eaGOI> to apply tn pu1ieulv uamples. A systt-m of Polity. in the fulllrnse 
GI the tmB, is DOt the proper suhi- of resean:hes ... hich ~Iy follow the 
__ of history. Neft!tbeless, if I do not oi«ri-.e mywlf, the remu\s already 
.&rocl ~ all explanation of some obscurities .. hic:b, in the opinion of 
.... , of our theorists, in~-.e the first origin of civil socil'ty. We do not COD­
IIidft- th~ formation of Inrh IIOcieties tn he the result of a formal, soc.i&I _pet( 
-the ft7Y idea of .. hic:h is at variance ..itla the rondition of a people still ia 
their inliIDcy ~ do _ think that anything like the ~., of a constitu­
... took ~ at a ~finite period: but _ hl'be~ it to hue gto'IrD insensibly 
_ 01 the ex~lKW. aDd the ~ 01 mankind. All this ..-as so far from 
beiDf the ftSIlIt of tiwory. that n is probable the notion of a theory 1It''ftr ~a­
teftd the beads of the first founders of states, .. hateWl' may haTe been thought 
GI ~lW'lltly; .... in coostquetlC'e of this..-ant of system at their~ 
-.at, the diff<ftnt forms of ~~lDt'Ilt assumed a variety of character. ,.. hich 
. the thfori.;t 'Dds it hard. tn miure to the classitkations 01 modem systems. 

The mgiD of Or ••• is in~ved in no less obsrurity than that of Govern-
IIIIftK. Though __ y he coavincN that in general it must ha-.e originated in 
the .-.ats of -..kind. and the conseqnen.t interehange of various rommodities, 
yellllU, important questions still remain, which history cannot sol .. 1' satisf.oc­
IDrily. For instance. _ are either altngt-ther ignorant, or little less than ~'1!orant, 

, wbea aM how __ first eame tn convert simple Mrlw 10 -n., properly so 
~ '>y affixing aa adwatitioos n1w tn the precious metals as measures of 
the prier 01 a eommodity;-bow this arn.ngoement beeaJDe nniversal. and .... hat 
- ita euUest efIieds _ rommerce and civilizatioD ~bl'n gold aDd silver 
- first -JII'd aad ~ eIlrTerlt as roinage, aDd bow this disrovery also 
... DIliwmUl, clissrminamI. , S~b inquim are beside our present purpose. 
aad woo\d pobabIy he ollittle utility. since all that ran ..itb any certainty be 
~ ... U- tlQbjeoets, bas heen already said. It..ill be a much more 
1M: 'Y. aDd, it is 10 he hoped. a _ profitabll' task, tn take a ~lK"ral surwy 
of aucimt ~ at the period of its ~ prosperity. aad to point out 
the JftUliaritis by wbic:h, as regvds its objects and institutions. it 1rlIS !listi .. 
psbeol m- the ....... meree of modent timI's. 

I_t .. obrioas, that so long .. the fourth aad l&rgest qnartel' of our globe're­
~MtI. ndieeouud, not OIlly the direc:tion. but the very duU'acter of rom~rre 
.. ~ __ have t-. _tiall .. cli&rmt from that of our 0.,. times. The 
thfte ~ conti_ts of the AaOent world were DOt 8I'parated by the ocean, 
~ eitht!r.nuau, IiOoched or DfV\y ~lwd Nch other; and the only &9 
which _ intatwaod bet.fN them all, (the MediterTaDellll,) ..-as ollimitt'd 
enem.. Thia ~ the distiaeti-.e character be\on,!:ing tn the COIIIlIleI'Ce of 
&JI.tiq~ity .. _pam! ..ith that 01 OW' 0'" days, namely. that the former 1rlIS 
tmnripall, arriN _ by 1aDd; the trnd~ by sea being merel, aD appenda,,~ 10 
the,!aDd COIll-..ce. We are aa:ustomed 10 ron:.-ideI- impro~ts in COD'Imeftle 
.. ~ rr- Unpravm1ellta in nan.,...non; a ... y of judging totally in­
arp&able ~ ancietat tin-. ill .-hich the narigation ol the MediteJT8lk>an, 01' 

aiong -- coasts, bowe_ adi-.e it may have hem,.-as principally 1l9Tice-­
ablr ... - 6" aad ~ w-ith !aDd traffic, aad as the _ 01 U'lIn&­
porting unain .egbty _1IIOdi1H8. 
~ by -. _ the grw.ad -Ie. o-t. its origin tn the "iN ... , ~ 

A--.. l P ... that period the CUIl~ of Antiquity aad of the Middk Ages 
rQ~ 011 the .. ~ the same rourse::-this gneall'.-ent alone fotmtd an ma 
.a ns history: The gma& high-w-ay (AS it _y he telmtd) .. hich )rod front the 
East ID Ji:ampe aM Afriea, eontioued unchan".<>ed 011 the .. hole. ho~r i& o>&y 
ha ... tx- a1kftcl by __ &light ~viatioas; aM the tnffic .... ~h it ___ the 
--ol ~ 00. coatinued alw-ays the priDCipal 0Ile. We _y tbu __ 
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be permitted to doubt whether the circumnavigation of A frica could ever have 
prodaced thosll great and general results which followed upon the discovery of 
Ame!'ica. It is probable that the comnlUnication with India would have long 
continued to be a mere coasting trade, such as it originally was. 

But the discovery of America alone, independently of the circumnavigation 
of Africa, was sufficient to give II. neW'character to the commerce of the world. 
That vast continent was accessible only across the oeean; not to be approached 
by a timid 'navigation from promontory .to promontory, or. island to island. 
Either this great discovery, with all its immeasurable consequences, was to be 
renounced, or it was nectssary to brave the perils of the Atlantic. The ports 
of the Mediterranean became deserted as soon as those on the western coasts of 
Europe were opened to fleets from both the Indies; and the ocean at last as­
sumed its proper character and natural pre-eminence, as the high-way for the 
commerce of the world. 

As the commerce of Antiquity was principally carried on by land, we shall be 
better able to appreciate its nature and extent by taking a survey of the general 
characteristics of land traffic. 

I t is evident that the countries which are the most fruitful in the most valua­
ble commodities, (especially if these be peculiar to their soil,) must also be able 
to supply the greatest quantity of exports; which 'l\ill be sought by other na­
tions, however remote, who may have learnt the value of such production .. 
Now the interior of Europe, till the times of the Roman empire, continued in 
a state which made it incapable of assoming any importance in commerce. 
Some of the southernmost states of Greece a-od of Italy had, to a certain de­
gree, emerged from barbarism )-the rest were so uncivilized-had so few wants, 
and so few commodities of their own to offer in exchange, that even if anything 
like trade was carried on with them, it was not sufficiently important to rank as 
a branch of general commerce. Even that of Greece and Rome could be little 
more than what was necessary to supply their own demands. What prodnctions 
-raw or manufactured-had they to offer to the East in return for hers P An 
exception must be made in favour of the south of Spain, the preeious metals of 
which found a ready market in every country. . 

I t is obvious, then, that Asia and :Africa, both of them inhabited in a great 
measure by civilized nations, and both-( more particularly the eastern regions 
of Asia)-renowned for their splendid natw'al prociuctions,-fDust have becom~ 
the grand emporia of Ancient commerce. Obstacles, however, unknown to 
modern Europeans, were presented by the vast extent of the Asiatic continent, 
the peculiarities of its geography and soil, the many deserts which intersect it, 
and the lawless hordes which mfest them. The safety of the merchant accord­
ingly demanded precautions unnecessary in our own countries. As it was im­
possible for single travellers to effect those long and hazardons journeys, it 
became necessary to collect companies either sufficiently numerous to defend 
themselves, or able to pay for the protection of a body of guards. Such bodies 
of men, which we are accustomed to designate by the word Caravans,' could 
not, however, be collected at a moment's notice, or in every place; and it was 
necessary that II. rendezvous should be appointed, that the merchants and travel­
lers might know where to join a sufficient force for their common defence. In 
like manner the places of resort for the sale as well as the purchase of their 
merchandise were necessarily fixed, being recommended by their favourable 
position, or by some other circumstance, such as long usage; because in such 
situations alone the sellers were sure to meet a sufficient number of purchasers, 
and vice versa. For like reasons the very course of the caravan was not a mat­
ter of free choice but of established custom. In the vast .leppes and sandy 
deserts which they had to traverse, Nature had sparingly allotted to the traveller 
a few scattered places of rest, where, under the shade of palm trees and beside 
the cool fountains at their feet, the merchant and his beast of burden might 
enjoy the refreshment rendered necessary by so much suffering. Such places of 
repose become also tntrepiita of commerce, and not unfrequently tlie 8ites of 

• I follow the .. nlmon pronunciation of the word. which II properly KiCffll1l. 
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temples and sanctua~es, unde~ t~e protection of which. the merchan~ prosecuted 
his trade and to which the pllgnm resorted; and these frequently lUcreased to 
great and opulent cities, and contributed, by motives 1>( interest or necessity, to 
aUract to the same route the various bands oftrilvellers.. . 

From all this it is apparent why such .commerce' by caravans became subject 
to certain rules, and restricted to a definite course. It is not wonderful therefore 
that the routes of caravans should have continued, on the whole, invariable, for 
hundreds and even for thousands of years; notwithstanding they may have been 
partially diverted by the decay or destruction of particular cities, or the growth 
of others in their stead. The same considerations wi!( show us how it came to 
pass that certain situations peculiarly favourable for the transactions of land 
commerce, such as Egypt and Babylon, so Boon assumed a conspicuous place in 
history; which they continued to preserve through the Middle Ages no less than 
in those of Anti:!h!~r' notwithstanding some occasional diminutions of their 
splendour. We s also find that similar reasons led to the effect we have 
already pointed out, namely, that the commerce of the Middle A~s eontinued, 
on the whole, to be the same in its operations with that of AntiqUIty, and could 
not in fact have been otherwise, except it had changed its nature to a sea com­
merce from a traffic by land. Till this took place, in other words, till the dis'­
covery of America, the species of commerce by land which was carried on, 
derived its characteristics not so much from the method it pursued and the 
countries it traversed, as from the nations by which it was maintained; and 
whether the grand channel of communication through Asia terminated at Tyre 
or at Alexandria, made no essential difference in the nature of the commerce 
itselt: 

The trade by caravans requires a mnltitude of beasts of burden, particularly 
of camels, an animal fitted above all others not only for supporting great bur­
dens, but for enduring long and painful journeys through desert tracts sparingly 
lupplied with water. In like manner a number of camel-drivers are necessary, 
accustomed to the care of these animals, and, like them, habituated to support 
fatigue and I?rivation. The horse and the mule, though useful for such purposes, 
are far infenor in these qualities to the camel j and accordingly we do not find 
any lar2e communic;1tion by means of caravans to have existed exceptio regions 
where tlie camel (the ship of the desert, as it is termed by the Arabs) is found. 
But this useful animal, though reduced to a state of perfect bondage, is not, like 
the horse or the mule, easily reared in the stable; it loves the free air and open 
country, and consequently the rearing of camels has, on the whole, continued at 
all times the occupation of nomadic tribes . 
. This will already explain how such tribes,-( even if their habitual mode of 

bfe had been less analogous than it was ~ that of the followers of a caravan,)­
came to devote themselves so much to this mode of traffic. When they did not 
themselves become merchants they were accustomed (as we shall see by ex­
am~le8 cited in the course of this work) to supply beasts of burden to the in­
habitants of mercantile cities, and not unfrequently to undertake the transport 
of commodities for others; I and when we consider that one half of Asia and of 
AfriclI !s occupied by such roving tribes and their herds," can we be surprised 
that thIS deSCription of traffic should have been so widely extended? 

Whatever may be the strength of the camel, it was still too limited not to have 
the effect of restricting the commerce carried on by its means. Many hundred 
camels would scarcely suffice to convey the freight of one of our East Indiamen; 
and consequ~t1y the transport of wares by such means of conveyance must have 
been excee~ngly confined. Articles of great weight or bulk are necessarily 
:an sported lU much smaller quantities by land; and this will explain the fact 

ow so many. of the most valuable products of distant countries, though known 

! See Elphin.ton", account of Cabut, p. 290, fo1. 
The camel II found throughout the whole of Southern and Central Asia as far as 530 N. Lat. ; as well 

!II througbout th.e whole, of Northern Africa. We have no mean. of knowing to what extent it is found 
In ~ucbern Aft':C' bll~ It wou1d appear to be entirely unknown there i pouibly never passing the great 
e:al!' ofmountam. wbu~b divides that continent. 1 bave pointed out in another work the effect which 
~.~,~FlioD orChia useful animal might have un tbe commerce ot tboae COUDtrieB, Bill. H~vrb, 
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to niat. 80 ~ldom b<-cllt;"e articl~ 0( rommM'l"e among tbe Anc:irnt.. 1I0w, for 
in8tan~, could rice. the nloot valuaule of aU the JlT'Odlll"tionl of the .:a~t, .... eon· 
Yl'''~ in any IlIrge qllarot iti ... CD Europe Plio .. could thl' lugar and laltf""lre 
o(Bengal be tTan~p<)rte.1 b~' land CD the IIlArket. or the W f'!<t? On the othl'r 
hand, articlel of I....,.. wdgl1t but ~ valul'. luch as _piet'S, (W'rfuml't, Ii!:ht lip­
JNlITI, the precious Itones and lIIetala, etc., were readily tran.portcd, and on that 
~unt au.o bttam .. ohjecta of "rimary importance in Aneit'nt eommM'ce. 

These rmllU'ita ,.;11 h"ve the effect 01 illuatrating the great importllnce of the 
l"ommUnicAtioQ by ml'ar. of l"aravana CD the nationa of Antiquity. Civiliwion 
be'ing gen''fRlly the Mlllit of eomOlerct', it is obvious that Ihe progrns in thie 
I'l'Sp,'Ct of the nalions 01 Africa and A.ia mllinly dt'Jll"tld~ 00 Bueh a mode of 
intrrl"Ourtle; and a mom .. nt·, eonAideration ,,'iIlteac:h UI how it wu cllicullll .. d, 
in i~lr. 10 promole by t\\'Ofold ft'laliona lueh a eon~lIence. I n the Ii"t rl~ • 
• eommnnication by cnra'l'ana "I .. ",.. l"reatrs a eon81deral.le UtI_NliG/. cmn. 
ml'IY'e. The ellra\'anl n~rily traVl'rR yarioul counlrirs and nationR. and 
the demAnds of thf'W ... 11'1'11 as thl' intelTlt of Ihe mf'Y'Chanla, hue Ihe cff,'C( of 
promotinlt an int"lThangt' of artidrs of eommeroo. It is lrul' thAt in many ~ 
thi. eontinOf'd (or l"l'ntorit'S l'Xtft'mely .imple. and it ,,'ould be an l'XlITmI'ly 
hutyeoncluRion to _rt Ihat in eYM'1 eue a p~ive improTl"ml'nl in civil. 
ization WILl the nect'l!l;8ry ft'ault of auch tr:allic; "'hich is apt CD be limiled accord· 
ing CD Ihe luxurirs or necnsan... in d''fIland. In proportion. ho,,'eTl'r, .. ,och 
inlerehange is conlini'd to prolital,le and exc\ud ... injunoul artidrs o( commeree. 
it prod~ an immediatr improftment in the eeonomy of domestic lire. Among 
more c:ivilizrd nations it is proportioDRLly elllcnsive; and allhou!!,h the fixnl 
track CD "'hich thl' caravaN are confined p",vents their di .... minAting very 
widely an equal dt"J(n'e of improvement, yet I" .. h a modI' of rommunicatiun has 
the efft'Ct, as we have alreally _no of crealing aonain emporia of romml'l'I'e 
"long the line of it. route •• hich beinlt freqllrnt(.d by nIlOlI",,. auractt"d by the 
love of gain, j!T8dually fI"OW' 01' into doun-hing eili .... and, follo"'ing thl' wmal 
progrns of retinement, IOCTl'II8I! in 1I't'811h and c:iviIiZlllion,-in luxury and c0r­
ruption. The pfOllfl'1la of eomrnen:e al large being intimatt'ly connected "ilh 
thlll 5peeies or ~ traffic, the importaD« of the latter is .ufficiently 
obTioUII. 

Not .. ithstanding the prnalrnc:e in An .. irnt tim", of land eommm-e. Wl'mmt 
pol lose sighl of the trade then rarrif'd on by aca, particularly II il hlUl ...... n 
varioualv mis"1'retlt'nted by authorl. I'ome haTe not Icrul.lrJ CD lend Ihl' flf't't. 
of the tyrian. and Canha,,';nianl 10 Am .. rica; .hile othe,. have dMli~ Ihdr 
mt'llns of efft~ting the distant vov~"('S of "hich "'e J>IMM'M indi.putahle evitienCl'. 

The chief l"haraeteri.tic or the naYi~lion of the Ancien .. WILl thill, that it 
eontinued to be at all tim ... a COIIIItinl{ na';W'tiolL The lsil.". of Antiquity n,'ver 
"uilted Ihl' land l"XCl'pt ,,-hen l"Onltramed 10 do 80 by tome ona~oidaLle neceta<ily, 
.uch lUI Ihe violence of currenll, or ",hen the paa. .... ~ from one roast to the other 
"'81 of the .hort"t duration. It i. the jtt'nl'ral opinion. that they "'ere l"OOIpl'lled 
to adhere CD the land fur want of the marinM"s compass; bllt Ihe trllf' ft'IlJI()n 
mUlit be lOught in the lIl"antineu of their ~">gnlphical IInowlt"tlgf'. _hieh em· 
brnc:ed only tbn.'e P:\rl. of thl' "'Orld. To induce _men to makr di.tanl 
vo:rft~ ~ an opm 11'8 IOOme ,~ is nrt't'1'1l8ry ... hich. before the di!>ro~rTy 
of America, did not nilt CD any. Such long nnigationa were not aUrmpted nor 
dr>oired I and it DUly be doubted ,,-hethM' tbe barr circum.tanrt' or the inTt'ntion 
of Ihe c:om(llU'll"OlIld havel'Yer giftn ritie to them, had not a daring advl'nturn 
hr.·n eondocted by it CD the dilOCOvrTy of ft'gions on the othrTlide of the Atlantic. 
The mariner'. com.- had .. ready ...... n diarovnl'd more thaP 8 hundrN yt'IU'I 
wh .. n Columbus IIrlt oArd it a8 hi. guidl' IIC'roIIII the 0cea1L 

]Jut "'hill' we admn the nBviW'tion of the Ancients CD hRYe hem .... ays car­
ril'J on along thl' roMI. ,,'e mll.t l>e cautious how we attribllte to it the drgn-t! or 
h"I"'rf.'Ction 80 liberally all6il,TJlM it ltv many. It is rertllin that a COIIIIlinll naTi­
I!".tion is not only lut.j<'Ctto Jtft'8fM' difficulti ... and danlf"Tllhlln any oth ..... but 
I1IU1 the I'rorot'rrv. in rtlDBrqlll'nCl', of fQn1Iinjf at all tim ... tht mOllt l"X1"'"rf acaOll'n. 
Ia it not true ,hat at thl' I,,"ent dR)' th~ l\Mrfoundland fi.hrri~ and the Noll. 
trade furm the brat mariners uf England P Thc gt'l'IIlM' frequeney of danS" in 
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such navigations habituates the sailor to overcome and despi&e it. It would be 
.1IIO&t unwarrantable inference, therefore, to conclude that, because the nations 
of Antiquitv confined themselves to coasting voyages of small extent, they ~re 
therefore deficient in maritime experience and skill Jt was by the prosecU!1on 
of such yorages that the Portuguese fouad their way to the East Indies. The 
ftl'T positiou of the three contiuents of the 4ncient world precluded the possi­
bili'!), of filling any absolute limit to n,arigation; and nothi~ was more lik~ly,to 
advance diseoyery than the long conbnuanceof such eoasbng voyages. No In­
surmountable barrier prohibited further progress >-the love of lucre and the 
loft of diaeonry perpetually allure the mariner onwards from the knollm to the 
unknown ;-and when we relied that the ClIJ'thaeiuians and 'Phomicians were 
enabled to pursue at their leisure, and in 1lrofound peace, their long and adyen­
t1Jmu8 voyages, we shall easily admit that they may haft been ~ually induced 
to extend them farther and farther till they had penetrated IDto nry remote 
regions. Without attempting a& present to draw any general inference from 
these obserYations, we may a£ least be convinced that it is B ftry unfonnded 
proceeding to assert that the aecounts we ~. of the distant !"yagetI o,f th!­
nations along the coasts of Europe and Africa, and eyen of the c:ucumnBVIgation 
of the latter, are fabulous, merely because they do not coincide with oW' own 
preeoneeiyed notions of the nnskilfulness of Ancient mariners. If we would 
hue lOme utD1ItIt eridence.-what corroboration eBn be more strong than the 
instance of the Normans during the Middle A.,oes? Can it be doubted that tMy 
circumnarigated Europe P Or can we deny the fact oftbeiryoyages, which, never­
theless, from the relative positiou of their natiye country, were prosecuted under 
circumstances of much greater difficulty and danger than were the expeditions 
of Tyre and Carthage, seated as these were on the coasts of the Mediterranean P 

At the same time the narigation of the Ancients was not so exclusiYely acoast­
ing one as not occasionally to yenlure 8CJ'06S the open sea; but within ftry moder­
ate limits, and only in the case of narrow seas. A glance at a map of the Eastern 
hemisphere of the globe will show us two seas of this description, both of great 
importance. The Mtdik,,--, with its subordinate portions, comprehending 
the Black Sea; and the Lulia. 0.-.., lying between the coasts of Eastern 
Africa, Arabia, and Hindostan, and comprising the Arabian and Persian Gulfs. 

The Mediterranean was obviously formed to be the principal scene of the 
commerce and navi~tion of the Ancients, by its position, in ihe centre of the 
three continents, ana surrounded by the most fruitful and most ciriliJled regions 
of the known world. The facility of its narigation was greatly increased by the 
abundance of islands strewed Mer its surface, the promontories whiclJ on eftry 
&ide stretch far into its bosom, and by the smallness of its total eItent. It serYed 
.. the medium of communication between the inhabitants of the three continents, 
who, beyond all question, would have continued as uncirilized 88 those of Cen­
tral Africa, if the basin of the Mediterranean had been a ~ like those of 
Mongolia. 

In the Indian Ocean, within the limits we haft mentioned, navigation is facili­
tated not only by the rieinity of the opposite shores, and by the frequent 0CClJJ'. 

~ce of islands, b~ also by periodical winds, which change their direction twice 
m ,~e year. Dunng, all the summer half.year, from May to October, th:J!l: 
.Blling IOUth·west W1Dds wafted from the coast of Africa. to those of M 
and ,Ceylon the fleets which the north wind, preYailing a& the same time, had 
~ ~own the Arabian Gulf, and led through the straits of Babelmandeb: 
and m like manner, during our winter months, a constant north-easterly breeR 
seroed to ,conduct them home again, and ~ a southerly direction as it entered 
the ArabIan Gulf, conveyed them 6eCUrely to Its innermost recess.' The sequel 
of these obsenationa will convince us that a& B very early period the nations 
of the Sou~ ayailed themselves of the advantages thus afforded them by na­
ture; and will at the same time show us bow easy it was for the Ancients to 

• TIle I ..... a- _ the Anblaa Galfha ... _ "'_ ti.eir_"ida ._111_ til­
~ . I. the latta' 1IGI1herI, wiftde pft'ftil durm. the au.anDeI'. aDd ill the former .... U.. t:i~ 
.. bidl _tat tile _TiptioD 1Dwvd, tk C08It of Malabar. Oa the other baDcl. dorill«lbe willta mOD. 
~-.!ylo - )JftftiI III the _. 0IId, ita the A_ Gull, pia _ tbe _til; .... _ '" "- -.... _. -. 
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prosecute the voyages referred to, without supposing the nature of their naviga­
tion to have undergone a change. 

The extreme difference between the commerce of the Ancients and that of the 
Modems must be apparent from what has been advanced, bnt it will be ren­
dered yet more evident by a brief comparison of the system and objects .of each. 

The system of Ancient commerce was, on the whole, much more simple than 
. that of modem nations; wanting many of the artificial improvements without 
which trade, as it now exists, could not be carried on. Its object was simply to 
supply certain d~ands of necessity or luxury; and these the merchant sought 
to sell at an advanced price, especially when he had bestowed upon them labour 
of his own. In this simple manner he acquired competence or wealth; but 
without carrying his speculations or his views any further. Consequently the 
commerce of the Ancients was characterized by this leading circumstance,-that 
it was a traffic or barter of commodities. In many cases, especially in very an­
cient times, these commodities were simply exchanged by way of barter; and 
even when the precious metals became the standard of value, they were at first 
employed with a. reference to their weight, and only at a later period as coins 
properly so called. We know indeed that the Phrenicians, the Persians, and 
other nations possessed a. coinage of their own, and we are certain that some 
species of coin (the Daric for instance) were current among the Greeks also j 
but it is not known to what extent this practice prevailed. One thing however 
is certain, that there was nothing like a money trade established among the An­
cients, which at present forms a. very principal branch of European commerce, 
and which, if it existed at all, was then merely in its infancy. In some of the 
great cities, such as Athens, Rome, Alexandria, etc;, the constant influx of 
foreigners must have given rise to the trade of money.changers; but as long as 

, there was no uchange, properly so called, such partial and incomplete inter­
changes of coinage could never become a branch of trade. The instauces to the 
contrary which have been produced from certain Ancient authors pe of an ex­
tremely doubtful nature, and appear to be nothing more than cas's of orders of 
payment. It was natural that these should be drawn on a third person, but the 
art was not yet known of making them circulate, and converting them into arti­
cles of commerce. In modem days the money market at large is intimately con­
nected with public credit, particularly with that of the great commercial states; 
and may be considered as a conse~uence of the~abit so uniYerSallyadopted and 
understood, of contracting and bquidating at a miJUmumpricl! public 'debts. 
Such a practice was unknpwn, because unnecessary in Ancient times. The 
moderate expenditure of Ancient governments was supplied e\ther by means ot 
tribute, or, in the free states, extraordinary occasions were met by voluntary loans 
on the part of the citizens, which were subsequently repaid; without ever afford­
ing grounds for mercantile speculation. A regular system of exchange must be 
dependent on certain general laws affecting that branch of trade, and can scarcely 
be maintained without a well..organized system of Post. : since everything depends 
upon a certain, rapid, and constant correspondence between the different money 
markets. Yet we are not at liberty to supp'ose the commerce of the Ancients to 
have beefl as inefficient as ours would be If all communication by postage were 
suddenly removed; since it is a very different thing to be devrived of an advan­
tage, and never to have possessed it: in the latter case the difficulty suggests of 
itself some partial remedy. It is not, however, the less certain, that many 
branches of modem commerce owe their present Bctivity,-nay, their very exist­
ence,-to the communication established by the system of posts. 

The greater simplicity of Ancient commerce is also shown by this circum­
stance, that a much less variety of employments was created by it, restricted as 
it was to the mere purchase and sale of commodities. Yet even in this respect 
we must not be too positive in our assertions. Who CRn pronounce with cl'r­
minty all that passed in the great mercantile houses of Tyre or Carthage P We 
have many examples to prove that in commercial countries a great variety of 
employments has been always created by trade, besides those immediately devoted 
to it: for instance, in Egypt, the various mercantile agents, interpreters, brokers, 
etc. I and we are warranted by the unchangcable character of Oriental manners 
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to infer that sUch was probably the case in Ancient times. The principal dif­
ference, therefore, lies between the commerce of Europe as it is, and as it was. 
Even in the East, however, it is probable that the circumstances of those times 
made it impossible for the merchant to transact, as he does at present, a great 
proportion of his affairs by means of others: he was obliged himself to travel 
mto foreign countries to purchase his commodities, particularly into regions 
which, (like Spain.) from their situation on the other side of the Mediterranean, 
and from the barbarism of their inhabitants, did not admit of any other mode 
of access. On this account also he was compelled, for the most part, to be at 
the same time the owner and captain of his vessel. All these observations are 
of course liable to many exceptions, but it may be safely asserted in. general, 
that the very circumstance of the want of a regular communication by posts 
rendered it impossible for the Ancients to carry on their negotiations in the 
manner now established, by commiuion. 

The oIUecu of commerce must have been obviously much more limited then 
than in the present day, not only because many artieles of trade now of great 
importance were then either unknown or little used, but also because the means 
of conveyance employed were insufficient, as we have seen, to transport the 
weightier merchandises. . 

Among these must be comprehended the most necessary article of all-Com. 
Allowing that such a trade may to a certain extent have been carried on by 
land, it is clear that this necessary of life could not have been so transported in 
large quantities, or to any great distance. A trade in com is especially dependent 
on navi~tion, and, in ancient times, was limited, in generd.!, to the shores of 
the Mediterranean and Black Seas, and possibly also of the Arabian and Persian 
Gulfs. The coasts of Barbary and Egypt, which at the present day are so pro­
ductive, were then still more 80, because more highly cultivated. Who doelJ 
Dot know that Rome derived her very subsistence from their granaries, and 
those of Sicily P 

The transport of Wine was attended with even greater difficulties; it being 
impossible to transport liquids in sufficient quantities on beasts of burden; and 
difficult and sometimes impossible for wagons to follow a caravan, from the 
want of roads, or the badness of them. There were also other circumstances 
which contributed to give a totally different character to the wine-trade of the 
Ancients. The western countries of Europe, which now almost exclusively 
8upply the rest of the world with this article, then produced little or none, even 
for their own consumption; at the same time that they had little demand for 
th.is luxury, and (~ontrary f:O the present state.of commerce in this respect) con­
tributed little to Increase Its value as an article of trade. Every country Was 
then content with a wine of its own; a~d the cultivation of the vine was the 
more coDiriderable and the more widely disseminated, because there existed no 
religion whieh interdicted the D8C of the grape. 

On the other hand, Oil was then a much more important article of commerce. 
It ~ transportatiou better than some kinds of wine, and was at that time in. 
umve~ request, in consequence of the little use of butler in the southern 
c.ountries. It may be added, that the cultivation of the Olive has undergone 
little change: the districts which then produced that useful tree continue to 
produce it exclusively; and Sicily, and the southern coast of Italy, were then 
mdebted.w it for 110 small share of their prosperity. 

The difficulties opposed to the conveyance of different articles of clothing 
!lere much less considerable, although the raw material could not be imported 
m such large quantities as at present. The most precious of these, silk, cotton, 
~~ fihne wool, were peculiar to the East, and the sequel of these observations 
WI, 1_~doW the high degree of importance attached w these commodities as articles 
o ...... commerce. 
. The precious productions of the East, spices and perfumes, particularly frank- . 
met;nse, poured. in a rich slreanJ through various channels from the coasts of 
I~dia and Arablll, to suppl, the costly sacrifices of the Ancients. The subject 
WIll be treated more fully m the course of the present work, but it has been al­
ready ft'marked, that DO article of commerce was so well adapted w land carriage. 
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TM t'JIOCha o( the Roman and M8C<'(ltmian f1IIpirtot are I'ar (rom bMnlf the 
m""t imllOr!ant or the moo InltmctiYe. eithrr .. ~pecLl the polity or the trade 
or Ibe AIlI:il:nLl. The .arirty which dwtingtw.hed tlie anciNIt I'orma 01 IfOYerTI­
mellt w,.. n('cnMrily oYl'nrhelmrd by an r li .. maa1 dominion, and COnlllM'I'ee 
hcnldl WIUI al,t to be fetlf'~d with the lllme LondII,;e in which "Uf. othl!r ewil 
rdatioa "'lUI confined. We mllllt Blt"f'TId to a more diAlant .ge. it we would 
contemplate tbe enn"tituliorw o( lhe AncirnLl in .11 their tli",.,.ily, and tbMr 
el,mmeree In ill most lmnquil and lIouMhing condition. 1'be J>"illd Immf'di­
ately preceding the al"I,Ii.hment, and during the conlinuance o( the I',.,.ian 
mOllATchy, ap,,"ara to "m .. " to the hi~torian the m..t aati,,(aetory 10"1'1 and the 
richm field ,,(inquiry. B, namininlf thia epocl\ we .hall be enaMed to aU. 
mate correctly the commerce uI' Ak-sandria or a 1atn dlde, and the queetiona 
arUing out or the political .,Items of the Romana aDd Ma«duIliaaL In like 
manner, by aaunding to the IIge referred to, we Iwhold, .. it Wt'ft, "erythin/C 
In 1111 Prol>Cl' plaee, before the IUCCt'IMI uI' one nation had cL-pri .. ed the _t "f 
lheir ind('IJeDdence _ery commercial ltate tbrn occupied the rank and pnoo!­
lion in the g~nrral .,.Item lor .. hleh it appt'llftd to be dl"lligned by III peculiar 
IIdV'tnlalf/'l.Thc .tum. o( the MeditelTllncan werr inhabited In "ery dilftllon 
by in/hUitrillu, and aea-mring nationl: CarlA. had oeeuJ>ied the gn-ater part 
o( the COIIIt 01 Africa, and b, opeDlng her portl lor the importation o( mign 
produce, bad .Irndy belrUn to monopolize the comm~ o( the I ntenor. Cyr_ 
,.. .. the immediate DeigbllOur o( Canhage, .nd had become her ri".t, by her 
~ion. along the eutem 'p?'"ion o( the same eout. O"er agailUll thae 
citi ... the On'dan colonia of Sicily and Italy hrul grown, by the cultivation 01 
thrir fruit(1l1 territonc., to a cL-grre o( ""ulrnce and l,fOOIperily .. bleh In the mel 
proved mtallo them. Their Darrow limlLl could witb difficult, produce .. much 
oil .nd wine 81 WIUI al.."Led IIy tbe Dri~hl1011ring country o( Gaul, .nd tbe 
bl1nndlcBl continent 01' Africa I which were either aJtngnher barrm uI' the.e 
IJfOCluctionl, or affilrdl'd them IJII'ringly and with difficult,. ltal, w .. thm 
I,rindral}' in the handl o( tbe Etru8Ci, a Dalion who, in .pite of the j ... loua 
ri,alry 0 C.nba~, maintained tbemle)"" In the Mediterranl'an I while the 
Ilmnmw, pent up ILII yet within the IimiLl of Latium, were conteDt to carry on a 
peaccl'ul traffic, and eoDclude • trealy of commerce with th"ir future enf1lliee 
the Carthaginian.. The Internal eomllU'rce of G.ul WIUI In the handl 01 M_ 
rilUI, the moat peact'fuland P'O"III'TOUI 01 .n the G~cian ltaus, .hi1e, on the 
COII.t o( Spain, {JaJe, and othl'l' Indt'pendent l'hlJ'IIician colonica, were .m.treuea 
o( lIeI!LI which "en braved the w ...... ,,(the Atlantic. 

1'he Stat" uI' Gret'Ct. more p"nicularly Alhen. and Corinth, with their Joniaa 
d"JICndenci ... , had IeCIJ~ to themlt'1," the commerce uI' the .IE~n and the 
lJlack St'a, and e"eo ElO'pt, nclllllive .. it WIUI (under the dominloD or the 
Pharaoh.) in "UILlln'titulUml, had opened at Naueratia a (1ft port lor Greeiaa 
commerce. The later kinp o( thi8 ancient dynaet, weDt It ill further, and with 
the hope of making the1llKl,," mutera of I'hmnicia and Syria, remo"ed thMr 
reaim-nce (rom Memphla to Sai .. and e'luij,,1ed II""" at tht' 18me time on the 
Ambian Oul( and the Mediterranl'an, The nationl o( Cmtral A.ia .·ere 
",,,ught into e\otoer contaet by the If ... i" o( the !uyrian •• nd Bal,ylonilLlP I 
and even the ellmpulaory migration o( aome eonqllt'~ Datiun.-{the fir.t ex­
pc-dient whicb deflJ>Otiam in ill Infancy dr\'lwd 10 maintain III eonqDaIll)-.. · •• 
not .. ithout I"me benpf\claI mult, by making dilTl'J'mt nationl beuf'r actlnainted 
"'ith each othn,-.Ith their production, .nd their demaDda. The haughty 
11,,''11'-. (umwd by hPl' """ I"",ition (or the acat or maplre anel o( commerce 
to Ihe ,....t o( Aaia, had al~y .bt-come the mort of the artl and civilization I 
.. hill' Tyre .nd the olher Phwnician ,tatea mnintaint'd their righLl .. the prin­
cit"" channel. o( communiCAtion lor the trade or AAia .nd Europe: a trade 
w lich, tholll(h mommtarlly diAturl1ed t., ,he P"",iAn collqucat, pretlMltly re­

'.lImed III (I,rm"r cllnent. Vmkr the dominion o( the Iut, the .. hole of Cl'ntral 
Aaia ",ullU'd the IntemHl arran~m,.nt o( a It'tlled empire I the traYrller pur­
.1I~d wlthllut difficulty hi ... a, along the higb made from 8ardce to l'erIII'JX1lia 
.nd !tactria, and the "ery ",maina "I' thdr jt8Ja.cea, decorated .. lth the repre­
aeot,ationa of puLlic fl'llllLl, on occuion of whlcb the dilTt-TeD&. lIatinot an 
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portrayed as presenting their offerings before the throne of the monarch, are 
even now a strlkins proof of the industry and arts of the people, and the wise 
government of thelr kings. . 

If to this outline we add the commerce of Southern Africa and Ethiopia, 
carried on, as we shall have occasion to see, by means of caravans communi­
cating with Carthage and Tyre across the deserts of that continent, we are pre­
sented (in the i!eriod we are contemplating) with a picture of life and activity­
of the conimerse' and combinations of mankind,-extending over the fairest 
por~on8 bf the globe,.a~d. affording t~e his~orian a surprise. and pleas~, pro­
portt.o~ed.lQ the InUltlpb~lt~!>f the objects l~ embraces. Wlthout p~S~lDg our 
mqulne& .to the utmost bmlts of recorded time, we take up our poslhoIi at a 
period when .the clear light of authentic History began to lose itself in the 
twilight bf Tradition :-au obscurity which, in proportion as it is capable of 
being .pe~etrated, allures the curiosity of the observel. Without attempting to 
explere it beyond the limits to which the torch of critir~m 'may safely conduet , 
UB, we may hope that occasionally some scattered ray" <n;ty suoot far into ita 
recesSetl. . - .,' . 

Of this IIplendid picture we shall attempt to delill~.""{ if'nsl thE' principal 
featurt'S. To this end we must canse the warlike.rices which usuallr OCCUP}' 
the most prominent place on the stage of. History, to withdraW' a,.,lIiie, and 
make room for more pacific and unpresuming nahon;.· L't lbf' march lOf d!,­
vastating armies give place to that of peaceful carav,,",' pp-i in;lIt1\~frl\in~'1 

,cities, let us contemp1ate the more pleasing spectaC.l.' of "~\I'ly-roundd aud 
flourishing colonies. ' . . Co,.. .:." , 



PREFACE. 

DURING the forty ,year& which have now nearly elapsed since the' 
first, appearance of these ,Reflections upon Ancient Africa, a pro­
gress has been made in the exploration of this quarter of the globe, 
'which far surpasses the highest expectations that could have been 
formed with any semblance of probability. Bruce's Travels, and 
the Narrative of Lucas, in the first plllt of the Proc~edings of the 
Mrican Society, were at that time the most important auihorities to 
which I could have recourse for It comparison between the present 
Mriia and the Ancient, which forms throughout the groundwork .of 
these Researches. But the spirit of the age, which, with a power 
before unknown, achieved all it attempted, did wonders with regard 
to Africa. Hardy and 'enterprising adventurers, among whom we):'e 
80me of my personal friends, penetrated into its interior. The chie£: 
country, indeed, of this part of the world, once the cradle of civiliza­
tion and science, unexpectedly obtained. a political consequence 
which it had lost for centuries: it was the object of an expedi­
tion led on by the hero of the age, with a literary as well as an 
armed retinue; of an expedition which, from' the new stores of in­
formation it opened, will never be forgotten. 

The fruits of these enterprises, by the honourable liberality of 
our government, were placed at my disposal; and, encouraged by 
the indulgent reception which I saw vouchsafed to my first essay, I 
felt the obligation pressed upon me, to lay every new edition, before 
the reader in as improved a state as possible. This I did in' the 
8e~ond edition, which appeared in ,1804, and, which not only eon­
tamed many additions and improvements, but was almost entirely 
rewritten. If this was rendered necessary formerly by the Travels 
of HORNEMANN. DENoN, anll others, it was not less so after .the ap'" 
pearance of the great French work, Description d'E!I!lpte, with' its 
magnificent atlas of copper-plates, of which I made use in the third 
edition, published in 1815. It only remains for m .. now to 8t~te 
what has been done for the fourth. ' 

Already, in the third edition, it was found neoessary to divide the 
, b 2 
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Re.f/ectio/lf "port Ille A/rican Nalimu into two volumes; the first 
containing the Carthaginian!! and Ethiopians, the second the Egyp­
tians. The same division has been observed in this fourth edition. 
But the vast increase made to our stock of infOTDlation respecting 
this quarter of the globe within the last ten years, has made numer­
ous additions and occasional alterations necessary. For the ~ction 
on the Carthaginians, much new infOTDlation has been derived from 
the Travels of DELIA CELLA, which sbows us, for the first time. 
what a rich harvest for the lovers of antiquity may be collected in 
the ancient Cpenaica ~ from those of CAPTAI" LTO". who. follow­
ing the footstepS of I10KXIUUl'lN. Conducts us into the very beart of 
Africa; and. above all, tbe important work of General Count 
MUiUTOLI, by which tbe ichnography and picture of tbe ancient 
Ammonium are laid before us. 

Others. of which premature accounts have reached the public, such 
as those of )[ajor Denham and his companion. could only be quoted 
from periodical publications, such as the NONr;eIIe. Anrtale. de. 
rogage., the Quarterly RellievJ, etc. 

Still more important is the informatio. which has lately been 
a1f'orded us respecting .Ethiopia. The names of Burkhardt. Bel­
zoni. Gau, and Caillaud, of whom the two first, alas! have fallen 
sacrifices to their enterprising spirit. bere become illustrious. To 
Blll"khardt weare indebted for an accurate description of the tribes 
iababiring those regions. Of Niebuhr it may truly be said, that 
there scarcely ever existed a traveller whose merit has been so soon 
and &0 general1y acknowled"aed as that of my immortal friend: his 
Dame is already an authority both in the East and the West. Bel­
zoni has erected himself a lasting monument by rescuing from the 
desert the gigantic grotto of Ipsambul. The great work of Gau now 
lies before our eyes, displaying with the moet scientific accuracy the 
monuments of Nubia as far as the cataract of Wadi Halfa. The bold 
enterprising spirit of Caillaud penetrated even still farther: the 
monuments of ancient Me~ could no longer remain concealed; 
and even the ancient temple of Jupiter Ammon a.,aain presents itself 
to our admiring eyes. The fruits also of these enterprises, so far 
as they have yet been made public, are placed within my reach; /lnd 
what interesting matter I found therein for enriching this new 
edition, tbe discernment of the reader will discover. The cbapter 
upon lIcroe baa been almoet entirely re-written. I was taughe to 
regret the delayed publication of the Trm;eu of Ga" artd CaiUaud, 
by the use of tbe engravings ; and even hesitated wbetber I ought 
not to defer the parts published till tbe appearance of the letter-press. 
The plalei, however, lay alm08l complete hefore ·me; and it seemed 
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to me, as iliese at all events must form the groundwork of the in­
quiry, most advantageous to form it upon illy own judgment and 
view of these, and to leave a future .comparison to the reader, or to 
supply the omission in an Appendix to some following part. When, 
however, I applied through a common friend to MONSIEUR CAlL. 
J,AllD, in order to obtain' information respecting ilie appearance of 
his Travels, he gave me for answe'I' that they would be ready for the 
public in a few months; and tendered me, in the most obliging 
manner, more early communications; a favour I felt. bound in justice 
to decline. But, not_ unacquain~d with my former researches, he 
added an assurance, which I here give in his own words: "Le juge­
ment de M. Caillaud sur la position de Merae," as he writes," Be 

rapporte parfaitement avec celui de M. Heeren;. etil approuve 
beauooup ce qu'il dit sur la marche de la civilisation entre l'Ethiopie 
et l'Egypte. II pense, et atteste meme, qu'un antique etat de Merae 
a joue un tres grand role dans cette marche, et que les premiers pro­
gres du developpement des arts et de la civilisation sont descendus 
d'Ethiopie en Egypte, OIl ils se sont developpes, et perfectionnes; 
qu'un grand nombre d'usages dans les ceremonies rt:ligieuses tout a 

• fait perdus en Egypte, et que l'onretrouve dans les ceremoniea an­
ciennes, y sont encore conserves. II a remarque aussi, que Ie cos­
tume'des habitans de certaines contrees a la plus grande.resemblance 
avec Ie costume connu des peuples anciens .. II ajoute, qu'un grand 
nombre des monumens de ces contrees <1oivent dater d'une antiquite 
tres reculee ; que quant a beaucoup d'autres qui subsistent encore, et 
dont les restes sont encore bien conserves,il ne croit pas qu'ils soient 
tres anciens: les pluies qui tombent si abondamment dansces pays 
devant oontribuer et contribuant a leur destruction." All this will 
nndoubte,Uy be further explained and more .accurately determined 
by the journal of Caillaud. The reader needs scarcely be told. that 
it gave me great pleasure to find this conformity of opinion between 
myself aud a person who had been II,t the very place in question: 
whether it will give as much satisfaction to certain critics; who had 
~1ready decreed that what has now come to pass ~.()uld not be. and 
who would rather shut their eyes than see, I shall leave them to, 
settIe. 

Quite of another kind are the discoveries which the successful 
exertions of Champollion in deciphering hieroglyphics, especially the 
names of the Pharaohs, promise us. It is certainly to Egypt iliat 
they have the c1o~est relation, and it is therefore in that part of my 
work that I shall more fully consider them; still, however, they 
touc1~ upon Ethiopia. "nen it is remembered ho\v many particu­
lars 1U regard to this subject remain still undetermined, aItbou .. h 

. ', 0 
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the discovery of a phonetic alphabet is proved in general j if it be 
moreover considered, that without a knowledge of the Coptic no 
progress can here be made; it will not be expected that I in this 
path, following the footsteps of Champollion, should attempt blindly 
to grope my way. Still however I cannot pass over in total silence, . 
,as the reader will readily see, the relations which these discoveries 
bear to my researches. They will therefore be found quoted in a 
few places, not as proofs of my assertions, but merely to show the 
agreement of their res~lts with my statements. 

The advantages, then, of this new edition will appear from what I 
have now said. Everything available in the new discoveries for 
the improvement of my work has been carefully made use of; and 
with that. discliminating caution which would render it most likely 
to shed a clearer light upon the subject. How far I have attained 
my end the reader must judge; yet I flatter myself that fair critics 
will not underrate my endeavours to impart to these researches that 

. degree of clearness and precision which my means and ability would 
allow. 

The new maps which are appended will, I hope, give a proof of 
this. They represent ancient Africa, so far as is necessary for the 
present work, prn-ioll,s to the Ptolemies and Romans. The modem 
names are always enclosed within brackets: of the ancient, no more 
places are specified than could be conveniently given upon a general 
map without overcharging it; namely, the countries, nations, and 
cities which have some historical importance. 

With much greater confidence than I did the foregoing do I now 
deliver this edition into the hands of the reader; as my former state­
ments are here confirmed by additional evidence in' numerous and 
important particulars. TIle fn01luments are still sian ding ; and 
stand too firm to be disputed away by the efforts of daring criticism • 

. Gottingen, lIlay 4th, 1825; 
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AFRICA, from tbeearliest times to the present, has always ex­
cited, in a more lively degree than any other quarter of the 
world, the curiosity of mankind; and yet it has never been 
drawn forth from the mysterious obscurity in which it is i'n­
volved. The great difficulties which the nature of its iritel.jor 
opposes to every attempt made to explore -it, have prevented 
anyone of them, up to the present time, from being successful 
beyond a certain point; still this very mystery and obscurity, 
combined with the peculiar productions of its soil, have always 
offered a continual allurement to inquisitive spirits; and no 
sooner has one enterprise in part or altogether. miscarried, than 
new ones have been formed. Nature seems to have destined 
Africa for her ~ysterious workshop: there peculiar races of 
men are formed; there the larger species of savage beasts, in­
habitants of the desert, wander in safety; there.8 vegetable 
creation arises, the first glance at which tells us that it belong, 
to a distant and unknown region of the world. 

Notwithstanding this, a considerable part of Africa broke 
through, at an early. period, the thick darkness in which it 
seemed enveloped; and indeed, as a comparison of the latest 
discoveries with the earliest will show, a much greater portion 
than has hitherto been generally· supposed. According to 
evidence, which has gained credit in an unusual manner, Africa 
was circumnavigated at a period c;>f very remote imtiquity;1 
and although this circumstance had no influence upon the 
further exploration of the southern part, it concurred with many 
favourable circumstances to promote that of the northern. 
~ven . in the earliest ages, the north-east coast of Africa was 
tnhablted by civilized and commercial nations, who were natives 
of the. soil like the Egyptians, or had migrated· from other 
~un.trle8 like the Carthaginians and Cyreneans. The exten­
sive IDtercourse and multifarious connexions which these na­
tions had, as the further prosecution of these inquiries will 
show, with the interior of this quarter of the globe, brought 

1 Herod. LV. 42. 
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mony accounts from thence to the countries on the 8CI1-~ ; 
snd it is J><lssible that Uerodotus might collect during Li. resi­
dence in Egypt, a plnce where merchants from every quarter 
met together, his admirable accounts of tbese countrit. .. : ac­
counts which not only confinn the luteat discuveries, but 
which often go b~yond them and require further di!ICoveries 
to establillh their credibility. Dut the vicill8itudcs to which 
Africa was afterwards expo!led must Ilave assisted atill more to 
extend the information respecting it The dominion or the 
Ptolemics in Egypt Wall in more than one way conducive to 
this end. As the commerce of tbis country increased, the cir­
cle of geographical knowledge became of course extended. 
The necessity of obtaining elt.'phnnts for their wars, ,,·hich could 
only be procured from the interior of AfriCll, occuioned more 
minute inquiries to be mnde respecting it. The more accurate 
information thus obtained, and the connexions 80 formed, paved 
the way to tho~e conquests, which under the third Ptolemy 
and Evergetell I. extended into the interior of lEthiopia. \Ve 
need not, therefore, wonder at finding in the fragments which 
~re left us of the works of the Alexandrine geographers, and 
ellpecilllly of Agatharcbides, 80 minute a dC!lCription of thoee 
distant n-gions, which did not again become known till in the 
present lIge they were discovered by Druce. The fall of Car­
thage also, much all that state hod done in exploring Africa, 
tendt.>d nLther to extend til an to limit the information alreody 
obtained of its interior. As a Roman province, North Africa 
acquired a noman character; and beside.tbe wars carried on 
in the c()\Jnt~ of the Gllramantcs, which extended to tbe fron­
tiers of lEtillopill, another circumstance aided the elploration 
of Africo. Its immense deserts were obliged to furnish tbe 
(lavage ani mills for tbe great combats of wild beasts tbat took 
place, principally under the em peron : and to wbich the Ho­
man people bcccne the more attached, in proportion all the 
state declined. The Homan historians sufficiently show tbe 
almollt incredible pitch to which these amusements wt're carried 
at that time. and if we reflect upon the distance that it would 
he necesllury to penetrate into the interior of the country to 
obtain tile great number of lion~, elephants, and other beasts 
requisite fl>r them, I we shall acarcely be able to doubt but thi~ 

I Com ..... tnt' no.pl. tho .. taI_ ...... , "Dol boMta of tM ............. rhOlp. .h"''' .. _ 
ho .. """ """,,,ht ...... \II. ","' lh,' I I ... aDd ~h.!. of .. Il0l '-018.' tM _lu __ 
(/wi. ~Ior ... ) 1000 ,,""""111 0 h"Udi .... ' . A_. oth ... ""'" ...... _ a-
lbaD'" ,troll" .. (_l.ipoN./. ",.,..,.,. H..,. A .. ,. Ii. .. 611, IIv-' H" .... lIMn ..... 
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rostom was of great importance in extending the information 
re5pec:tiog tbose countries, although we cannot say exactly how 
much was actually gained thereby. . 

In this way antiquity obtained its kno ... ·ledge of Africa, 
which was still further increase$f, in the middle ages, by the 
victories of the Arabs, aDd their settlement on its northern 
coasts; when all those place\ Fez, .Morocco, and others, now 
overrun by barbarians, were, under their dominion, the seats 
of l!Cienc:e and literature. From this 8OUI'Cey and £rom the dis-.­
coveries of the Europeans in the latter part of the fifteenth and 
commencement of tbe sixteenth centuries, have been drawn 
up, to the latest times, OUl' accounts respecting Africa, as well 
as the names on our more early maps.. The entire change 
which then took place in the coIouial system of Europe. and 
which cau~ it to tum its whole attention to the two Indies, 
was witbout doubt the principal reason why curiosity respect­
iog this quarter of the globe, which no longer seemed interest­
ing. except to furnish slaves fOr planting distant possessions, lay 
dormant; till in our own days, by a conflux of fOrtunate cir­
cumstances, the spirit of discovery bas again been roused, anel 
in twenty years done more towards dispelling the mysterious 
darkness wbich hangs over Africa, than bad been done in the 

.two preceding C.!ntunes. 
The physical features, however, or this qnarter of the globe, 

notwithstanding all that has been done by ancient and modem 
research, have not been yet SO well ascertained as to ena~le os 
to reduce them to any general division, as is done with regard 
to Asia. How little, indeed. do we know, even after the re­
pealed jonrneys nndertaken from the Cape of Good Hope. of 
tbe southern ~into which nobody np to the present time 
~lil.S pene.~led beyond the Tropic of Capricorn. whilst all our 
mfvrmalton res~ng the country northward or this is limited 
to a v~ uuswsf'actory knowledge or the ~ l Our pre­
sen~ vJev.: therefore must be confined, as it would have been in 
an~lent limes, merely to tbe northern part, particularly as the 
object of th~ inquiries, limited to the period when that alone 
Willi known, requires no more. 
5 ,. .. .1IotioI .... ......... 01 wiW. ~ _ ..... d tboit!i.e ~ 
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The northern part of Africa is divided into three regions, 
which Herodotus lias already very properly distinguished. He 
separates his Libya into the inhabited, situated on the Medi· 
terranean, the wild beast territory, and the desert Libya.1 This 
division, founded upon the natural features of the country, 
answers to the modern names of Barbary, Biledulgerid, and 
Sahara; but the fertile and inhabited lands beyond the desert, 
which we comprise under the names of Nigritia or Soudan, 
are not included therein. They were not, however, as the 
prosecution of this inquiry will show, altogether unknown to 
Hel'odotus. But the part which he knew of it he gave to 
lEthiopia, the general name for the interior of Africa as far as 
it was inhabited by black or dark-coloured people. 

The first region therefore comprises Mauritania, Numidia, 
the proper territory of Carthage, (which the Romans afterwards 
called, in a stricter sense, Africa,) Cyrenaica, and Marmarica; 
or the northern parts ot' the present kingdoms of Morocco, 
Algiers, Tunis, Tripoli, and Bal'ca, which are together com· 
prised under the name of Barbary. Justly, indeed, does it 
merit the name of habitable Africa, which is pre.eminently 
given it by Herodotus, on account of the fertility which al· 
most every where characterizes it, The coasts of Tripoli and 
the eastern part of Barca have, however, even to the sea, large 
sandy districts, but even these were inhabited in ancient times 
by nomad hordes. . 

Beyond this region, under latitude 30°, a chain of mountains 
runs across Africa, which in the western regions are comprised 
under the name of' Atlas, Separate portions only of this chain 
are known up to the present time, although recent discoveries 
satisfactorily show that it extends in the same latitude across 
the whole continent of Africa, from the sea-shore to the bound· 
aries of Egypt, Its loftiest and broadellt part seems to be in I 
the west, where it usually bears the name of Atlas, and where 
it occupies the whole of the southern provinces of Morocco 
and Algiers; 8S it approaches Tripoli, wbere it takes the name 
of Harudsta, it becomes narrower, parched, and sterile; after 
which it continues along the north boundary of the desert, 8 

chain of barren rocks,.until it reaches Egypt,- In the westerD 
, 

I Herod. ii. Mp. 32, and Iv. lRl. 
• s .. HomoRl&nn'. Jo..,.,.,u of Ail TrtI""z, '" Africa. Ho I. the llrot tmTellor, witbin 

my knowlodtto, who hu opcnod'to UI the .... tern lilllf of thi. chain. and .hown UI thRt It 
extend. at.hwart Africa. Hill """ount. are confirmed and enlarged by tho journey of DeU. 
C.lIa to.Cy .... naica. aa w.U u b)' that of O.n"raI Minutoli. Althou\th thill chain, ... ""rdinll 
to Della CoU .. , Viagl1lo da n·.poli tJlH jronti.,-, occuunlali lUll' EgileD / .. ,to nol, 1817, p 
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parts, where there is no lack. of water, it is, more thaD in any 
other the peculiar haunt of savage beasts; from which· circum­
stan~ Herodotus, with great justice, caUs it the wild beast 
country. By the Arabs it is called the Land of Dates,! from 

. the great quantity ofthat fruit, so important to AfHca, which 
grows there. The whole regio~, therefo~e, co~prises t~e 
lOuthern side of Atlas, together With the territory lymg near It, 
extending as far as the great desert, between the 30th and 26th 
degrees of north latitude. The later Greek and Roman geo­
graphers call it Gretulia; and it is known even by their poets, 
as the native haunt of savage beasts.· This whole district forms 
at present the southern parts of the before-mentioned king­
doms; but in consequence of the weakness of those wretched 
governments, several independent states have been formed 
there, as Fezzan (Phazania Regio, Plot.) which formerly be­
longed to Tripoli, Sigilmessa, .and others: but the inhabitants 
of these regions are, and have been from the earliest times, the. 
greatest merchants and travellers in the world.. Of these peo­
ple the great caravans are principally composed, which at one 
time penetrate athwart the deserts into the golden regions of 
the interior of Africa, and at others pass to Egypt, Arabia, and 
PersiL - . 

Their country, which is only fertile in some of those places 
where water is found, loses itself by degrees in a barren desert; 
which Herodotus calls the salldy regions,' and which is com'" 
prised by the Arabs under the general name of the Desert, 
Sahara. It extends, as Herodotus very accurately remarks, 
across Africa, from Egypt to the western coast, and stretches 
itself, under the same degrees of latitude, through the regions 
of Asia, A~abia, the southern provinces of Persia, and pene-

, "trates conSiderably into northern India. S It is, however, an 
inacc:urate, tho~lgh a common notion, to suppose it . forms one 
contmuous stenle ocean of sand. It contains on the contrary 
not only several fruitful patche~ but whol~ districts, which 
form steppes, over which nomad llOrdes wander with their cat­
tle.· The breadth of this sandy region is not every where the 
162, is 10m_times broken eastward of the Great Byrti .. yet it is not interrupted to any ex­
tent; and the "":,,,e specieo of mountain, a..,rt of chalk stone, succeeds again soon after. 

, B.1tJd4l Jerid, oommonly pronounced Bikdulgerid . 

t • ~~~ Thiv, lbeoSl, .""'rUt, >i"i""q., a atmdy tract, H~ el<p ..... ly adds, that the same ""_ 
en .... ~... e lD Egypt to the Pillan of Hercul .. 

: ~hrough ~ermGw(<.Grmania) Mecran (Gedro&itl)'asmr as Mooltan in North India. 
b . ee eopee y ~rry, Fragmeou d' .... Voyage ott .A~, vol. i. cap. 6, Upon the 
~= nature of the BOil of the desert aee in particular Mmutoli, Journey to tM T""'ple 'If 
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same; its widest extent is in the western half of North Afi·ic~j· 
between the present kingdom of Morocco and the N egrp" 
country; and its narrowest between the present states of T~j 
poli and Kassina, where also it is most frequently interrupt 
by watery districts. It becomes again much broader as ; 
approaches Egypt. Every where; however, it presents 8uffi 
cient terrors to prevent single t~vellers from venturing to cro~, 
it; and where it is broadest, the largest caravans cannot tnt 
verse it without the greatest danger.. The western desert q 
Zuenziga is the most terrible of all; the deserts of Berdoi, 
Bilmah, and Barca, with some others, form parts of it, ani, 
finally lose themselves "in the sandy deserts of Upper Egy~i 
and Nubia. . . I, 

Beyond these sandy solitudes happier regions are agail: 
found. A chain, or rather 8 ridge of mountains, which prql 
bablyruns across Africa under 12° north latitude, becomes thl: 
common parent of many large and small rivers, and entirel~ 
changes the features of the country. The dal'k obscurity i, 
which this ridge, called on our latest maps the Kong moun 
tains, has always hitherto remained, has only recently bee~ 
partially broken through. The streams which it pours fOl1h 
swollen by-the violence of the tropic rains, which oore, nea. 
the equator, have their longest duration, overflow like the Nil~ 
the neighbouring lands, and fertilize their soil. Instead of ,1 
sandy desert, the eye now ranges over extensive plains covere('f 
with wood, and now over gently sloping hills, containing, oftell; 
at the depth of but a few feet, the richest veins of gold. 0(1 
the succeeding immeasurable tracts we scarcely know a singlq 
spot, yet, from what little information we have, southern Afl'ic~, 
seems "generally more fertile, and therefore more thickly in"~ 
habited, than the northern.1 

. 11 

These preliminary observations on the physical state Ol~ 
Africa, upon which rests the foundation of the whole inland 
trade of this quarter of the world, are of the greatest importancE I 
to our subject, and many of the following remarks would be: 
unintelligible withOUt" them. I purposely abstain from more: 
minute detail, as I would not burthen the memory of my I 
readers with names which might obscure the general outline .. ; 

One of the most extraordinary facts respecting all this part 
of Africa is, without doubt, the rarity of large ri,"ers, which,1 

I We a. yet know .nothing of great 88ndy deserta .. "hieh may be contained in oouthemo 
Africa; ftnd th~ many and very considerable .tream. therein, render it improbable that any 
8uch are there. to b. (OUIlI1. 
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however, may be accounted for fl"Om the course of the prin­
cipal mountain chain. The northern chain runs so clo~11 
along the Mediterranean, that the rivers which flow from it 
are properly mountain streams, which, after a short course, lose 
themsflves in the sea. Th~ extensive tracts which lie between 
this arid the 'southem chain, have"no slope either towards the 
north or south, sufficient to make the streams take eithet of 
these directions; but only towards the west and east, and even· 
this, as it seems, only near the mountains. Under such cir-' 
cumstances those regions must necessarily remain without 
water, as no stream could form itself. a channel through them. 
These impediments dQ not cease till we·come to Egypt, where 
the mountain chain ends, or alters its course; and the Nile is· 
the only large stream which continues to flow from south to 
~orth in the northern part of Africa; Whether; however, this; 
river has yet been traced to its source, and whether it flows in 
the same direction, from south to north, at its rise, still remains, 
notwithstanding the recent discoveries and the boast of a cele-' 
brated traveller that he' had penetrated to its head, undeter-: 
mined. 'Ve know that this stream is formed in the interior of 
Africa by the conflux of several rivers, but it seems not to be 
settled which of these is properly the Nile. The river which 
Bruce takes to be it rises between the 100 and 110 north lati-· 
tude, and bears the name of Ahavi; but the mote westerly 
branch, which is called by him the White River, (Bahr el 
Abiad, the Astopus of the ancients,) has its source much deeper 
in the interior of Africa; and seems, from the mass of waters 
w~ic~ it rolls along, to have more right to be considered as the 
pnnClpal stream The direction of its course remains still un­
certain and unexplored; even the latest adventurer, M. Cail­
laud, who saw its conjunction with the Nile, could not trace 
the stream upwards; t~e problem, therefore, still remains un.' 
solved, whether the Nile comes from the south or west. .It. 
t";lditio.n whi~h, from the earliest times to the present, has ob­
tamed I.n A~rlca, spe~ks of a branch of the Nile flowing in the 
latte.r directIOn. It ~s clearly and precisely given by the father 
o~ ~1~t0JJ::'." The Nile, says Herodotus, "flows o~t of Libya, 
dlvidmg ,I.t IOto two parts.; and, as I con~cture! (~uming un­
known thmgs- (rom what IS known,) runs In a direction parallel 
t1 the .Danube." 1 The Arabian geographers name this river 
the Nile of the Negroes, l\ut mllke it to run in a contrary 

I. Herod. ii. 33. .. 
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direction, from east to west: only giving it a common source 
out of the same lake with the Egyptian Nile;1 while, according 
to the statements of the latest travellers in Africa, the assertion 
of Herodotus is still the generally prevailing belief in the in­
terior of this quarter of the world.'I This question, however, is 
not likely to remain long unsettled in an age like the present, 
in which so much zeal is testified to clear up every doubt that 
remains respecting the distant regions of the globe; and since 
a British traveller has already penetrated along the western 
bank of the Nile as far as Darfur,S without finding any river, 
we may with safety conclude, that it is only above this point 
that such a westerly principal arm can now be sought for, if 
after aU it really should exist. 

Intimately connected with this question is another, of which, 
in modern times, we have a more accurate solution; namely, 
upon the course of the stream, which-generally goes under the 
name of the Niger. Modem geographers have often con­
founded this stream with the Senegal, which, flowing fl'om east 
to west, falls into the ocean under 16° north latitude; and is 
reckoned among the principal streams of Africa. In the an;.. 
cient geographers, on the contrary, the Senegal, which by 
Ptolemy and others is called the Daradus, never bears the name 
of the Niger. Pliny, as well as Ptolemy, seems 'rather to have 
understood by this latter, a river in the interior of Africa, not 
flowing from east to west, but from west to east.· This being 
added to the information given above respecting. a branch of 
the Nile, which was said to flow from the west of Africa, cau!\ed 
the Niger to be confounded with the Nile, and is by Pliny ex­
pressly declared to be the same river with the Astapus, 'or 
White River.5 Modern geography, in consequence of the ex­
plol'ation of the Joliba~ discovered by Mungo Park, tends to 
confirm the tradition .respecting the existence of a river in the 
interior of Africa, flowing from west to east; a tradition known 
to Herodotus,6 and upon 'which he founded the conjecturE! 
that this river might be the Nile.? Its discoveries, boweverj 
offer no confirmation of the conjecture that the Joliba has an~ 
connexion with the Nile; but there are, on the contrary, im< 

• As Edrisi and Abulfeda. .see Hartmann, Geogr. A.Jrict- Edrisi-. p. 23. 
• Homcmann, p. 138, 141. • 
• H. Browne, whose particular object it was to trace the course of the White River to it 

JOurce; but who W88 detained "risoner in Darfur. 
• S ... Ptolemy, Africa, tab. IV. The principal authority is Pliny, V. cap. 9. 
• Pliny, L e. 
• Herod. ii. 32. See the section upon the Lana. Trade of the Carthaginian&. 
• Herod. it 33. •• 

'..,. 



INTRODUCTION. xxxi 

portnnt reasons which re~der it impro~ahle; for not o.nly the 
length of the course whICh we must In that case aSingn the 
Joliba, and which would make it divide nearly ~ll Afr!ca in its 

. widest part but also the course of the mountaIn cham,as far 
. as we are a~qu~inted with it, and.th~direction of the .slope ~e­

pending upon It, seem. to contradIct It.1 The latest (bs~o,:erles 
of the British, of whICh however we have only prellmmary 
notices,· seeroto place it beyond a doubt that the Joliba falls 
into the great lake of Tzaad in the empire of Bornou. Whe­
ther however, it flows again out of it on the eastern side of 
tbis'lake, or whether the floods, during the rainy season, cause 
.. junction with the White River, 'is still unknown. 
. This want of navigable rivers, together with the large sandy_ 
deserts, must ha\"e impeded the intercoilrse of the African na­
tions, and on that account must have thrown great,· almost 
insurmountable, difficulties in the way of their civilization. 
The. inbabitants of the interior of this quarter of the globe have 
lived, from the earliest times, almost always cut off from the 
rest of the world. Protected by their saI).dy deserts, they 
were scarcely accessible to the persevering toil of friendly 
caravans, never to the Bl'my of a foreign conqueror, Great 
and sudden moral or political revolutions seem to have hap­
pened as rarely here as· violent physical changes. Nature, 
nevertheless, has provided !n a remarkable manner, tbat they 
should not remain total strangers to . each other; she has not 
only given them fruitful inland countries, but stored even the 
immense sandy deserts themselves with treasures, which have 
either excited the avarice, or been required by the necessities 

.~ of mankind, . The central countries of Africa were celebrated 
among the northern nations, even in the earliest ages, for the 
abundance of gold which they contained; but probably another 
present, bestowed by nature on the desert, did more towards 
keeping up an intercourse between them. In its interior were 
f?und, sometime~ in hills, sometimes in lakes, the great mllga­
zmes of salt, whICh supply the most distant tribes with this 
indispensable mineral, of which the negro countries are totally 
dest.itute, and which obliges them to undertake in large com­
pames such dangerous journeys through the sandy regions. 

I .~he argumenta for the opposite opinion have aJready'been explained by Rennel in hi. 
add,tions te Hornemann's Travels, p. 191. - , . 

I The ,",count.. of pe,!ham, Clapperton, and Ondeny, in the Quarterly Review, Dec. 
1823, tefore the pubbcati~ of ther tmv~. The improbable hypothesis, that: the Joliba 
~urna to the ~est, and runs In~ the Congo river, and which e'Ven occasioned an unsuccessful 
Journey oC d.scovery to that nv~r, Calle therefore of itseif to the ground. 
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Besides this, unrol·tunately for humanity, even in that early 
period the slave trade existed, (which, as far back as history can 
trace, seems always to have been a native of that soil,) and 
many other, though less important, branches of commerce. 
Thus we see that several thousand years ago, as well as at pre. 
sent, there existed an intercourse with the nations of Central 
Africa, which became the principal cause of its civilization, and 
furnished the remainder of the world with the means of inform­
ation respecting this quarter of the globe. The accounts which 
are come down to us from antiquity concerning it are scanty 
and defective, but on that very account aTe the more attractive 
to the historical inquirer; and the research whicb will be made 
as we proceed 1 will perhaps, therefore, be more secure of the 
attention, and have more claim to the indulgence of the reader. 

But if the interior of Africa was subject to fewer changes, 
her coasts, especially the northern, were more exposed to foreign 
migrations. Here arose the republic of Carthage, one of tbe 
first and most remarkable of the ancient world; here the state of, 
Cyrenaica, had it enjoyed more domestic tranquillity, might' 
have become the rival of Carthage. Here also the only native 
people, who on the 'shores of the Nile attained so high and re­
markable a degree of civilization, attract our attention; while 
the lEthiopians in the obscure distance, and enveloped in the 
thickest mist of antiquity, glimmer, almost invisible, on the 
confines of the earth. 

In the hands of these nations rested the commerce of Inner· 
Africa, and besides them not a single large state, that we know 
of, has been formed ·within it, as the later Numidian empire 
is not here to be considered. But. although my inquiries may 
be limited to these, I shall nevertheless find occasion to intro­
duce what I may have to say respecting the other inhabitants 
of this quarter of .the globe. Cyrene did not become suffi­
ciently large, and too little information is left concerning it to 

. give materials for a separdte division. .:rhe accounts preserved 
respectin~ it, will find a more appropriate place in the third 
purt of thIS work, which relates to the Greeks and their colo-
nies in general. . '.' . 

I Seo the section on the Land Trade of the Carthaginianl, in which will be found further 
nplnuBtiou and proofio of what w. have he .. Iftid. 


