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PREFACE~ 

b the First Series of these Fragments 

I addressed myself chiefly to young per

sons; and, in like manner, my principal 

object in this continuation is to engage 

the attention of those who, from having 

entered the service in less stirring times 

than I passed throu$h, may perhaps have 

found it more difficult to gain experience 
for themselves. 

I have likewise ventured to introduce 

some odds and ends of technical informa

tion which seemed calculated to interest 

or to amuse other people not directly 

connected with the sea. 



CONTENTS OF VOL. I. 

iecon'iJ ieriell. 

rAG. 

TAKING A LlIIE U, THE SERVICE........ •••• 1 

A SAILOR ON SHORE.. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 32 

TRICKS UPON TRAVELLERS................. 57 

THE FARMERS' SOCIETY ................. , • • 78 

TUE ADMIRALTY LIST ..................... 103 

THII TROPICAL REGIONS AT SEA ........... ,. 134 

THE TRADE-WINDS ........................ 163 

PROGRESS OP TUE VOyAGE ................. 209 

AQUATIC SPORTS ......................... 236 

A MAN OVERBOARD I ................. : .... 281 



l"llAliME~ , 

OF 

VOYAGES AND TRAVELS. 

~tConlJ ~nfn •. 

CHAPTER I. 

TAKING A LINB IN TUB SERVICE. 

TUA T there is a tide in the affairs of 
men, has very naturally become a figure 
of frequent and almost hackneyed use in 
the cockpits, gun-rooms, and even the 
captains' cabins of His Majesty's ships 
and vessels of war. Like its numerous 
brethren of common-places, it will be 
found, perhaps, but of small application 
to the real business of life; though it 
answers capitally to wind up a regular 
grumble at the unexpected success of 
some junior messmate possessed of higher 

VOL. I.-SERIES II. B 
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interest or abilities, and helps to contrast 
the growler's own hard fate with the good 
luck of those about him. 

Still, the metaphor may have its grate
ful uses; for certainly in the Navy, and 
I. suppose elsewhere, there is a period in 
the early stages of every man's profes
sional life at "\Vhich it is necessary that 
he should, more or less decidedly, 'take 
his line,' in'order best to profit by the 
tide when the flood begins to make. It 
is surely as valuable a secret in the con
duct of life as in the practice of naviga
tion, to discover the exact moment for 
tripping the anchor and sheeting home 
the topsails; and although sea moralists 
will differ on the one point, as sea pilots 
differ on the other, all must agree that 
there is much advantage in knowing dis
tinctly beforehand what we intend to aim 
at, not only in the first start, but during 
the 'subsequent conduct of the voyage. 
It is not enough to have the wind and 
tide in our favour; we must also possess 
the art of availing ourselves of them: 
lest, by going too fast when the breeze 
is favourable, we take the ground upon 
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some of those numerous sunken shoals 
which even our good fortune itSelf so often 
scatters in our course .. How frequently, 
for example, at daybreak, after a night of 
the fairest possible wind, at the very height 
of the spring tides, may we riot see, along 
the banks of some mighty stream - the 
sacred Ganges, or the silver Thames
a fringe of richly-freighted argosies, all 
stranded, not for want of able mariners, 
or experienced pilots, but from too intempe
rate and heedless a use of the advanta~s 
within their reach, and from the conse
quent absence of that vigilance and energy 
which, had the gale and stream been ad
verse, they must have been stimulated to 
exercise in order to advance at all.· 

It is difficult, I confess, to translate 
these ancient saws and. metaphors illto 
practice, or to say exactly at what stage 
of a young officer's career the determina
tion to adopt anyone of the numerous 
lines before him should be taken: but 
there can be little doubt as to the utility 
of that determination being made early in 
life. In most cases, it is clearly beyond the 
reach of artificial systems of discipline, to 
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place, ona pair of young shoulders, the 
reflecting head-piece of -age and experi
ence; neither, perhaps, would such. an 
incongruity be desirable. But it seems 
quite within the compass ofa conscientious 
and diligent commanding officer's power 
(and surely it forms an important part 
of his duty), by every means to cultivate 
the taste, and strengthen the principles 
and the understanding of the persons 
committed, for a season, to his charge. 
His constant endeavour should be, to 
train the thoughts of those young men 
who have not yet learned to reason en
tiI-ely for themselves, in such a manner 
that, when the time for independent 
reflection and action arrives, their judg
ment and feelings may be ready to carry 
them forward in the right path. It will, 
in most cases, be too much to expect that 
the benefit of such instruction shall be 
distinctly perceived by the objects of all 
this solicitude j but there can be nothing 
unreasonable in supposing that such train
ing may often contribute to assist their 
abstract virtuous intentions. It may teach 
them the habit, for instance, of discover-
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ing that, in practice, there is . a positive, 
and generally a- speedy pleasure and r~ 
ward attendant on almost every· exercise 
of self-denial. When that· point is once 
firmly established in the mind of a young 
man, it becomes less difficult to persuade 
him to relinquish, at all times, and pretty 
much as a matter of course, whatever is 
merely 1le,0000abie to him at the moment, 
if it stand in the way of the stem claims 
or more laborious duty. 

Although the period must vary a go~ 
deal, I should be disposed to say, that, in -
general, a year or two after an officer is 
promoted to the rank. of lieutenant, may 
be about the time when he ought fairly 
and finally to brace himself up to· follow 
a particular line, and resolve, ever after
wards, manfully to persevere in it. His 
abilitiea and industry will thus have the 
best chance for effect, in consequence of 
-being concentrated on some . definite set 
of objects; and his friends,:· both on 
shore and afloat, will be furnished with 
some tangible means of judging ofhis 
capacity. Without such knowledge, their 
patronage is likely to do themselves no 
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-credit, and their protege very little, if 
any,' reat service. 

Some young fellows set ont in their 
professional life by making themselves, 
as they· suppose, thorough-bred sailors, 
merely . by aping the broadest external 
features in the character of the foremast
men. These' kiddy blades,' or 'tar
paulin men,' as they are called in the 
cockpit slang, have their hands constantly 
in the tar-bucket; their fingers are cut 
across with the marks of the ropes they 
have been pulling and hauling; and their 
whole BOul is wrapped up in the intricate 
science of cutting out sails, and of rig
ging the masts and yards. Their dreams 
are of cringles and reef-tackles, of knots, 
splices, grummets, and dead eyes. They 
-can tell the length, to a fathom, of every 
-rope·in.the boatswain's warrant, from the 
'fiying jib downhaul to the spaRker sheet; 
'and the height of every spar, from the 
main-top-gallant truck to the heel of the 
-lower mast. Their delight is in stowing 
the hold; dragging about kentlage is 
their joy; and to form a good bend in 
the cable tier, without calling for a stand-
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fast at the capstan, is their great pride. 
In harbour they are eternally paddling in 
the boats, rowing, or sculling, or sailing 
about; they are always the first in fishing 
or bathing parties; in short, they are for 
ever at some sailor-kind of work. At 
sea, their darling music is the loud whistle 
of the hardest storm-stay-sail breeze, with 
an occasional accompaniment of a split 
main-top-eaiL 'The harder it blows, 
and the faster she goes,' the merrier are 
they; 'strong gales. and squally' is ",the 
item they love best to chalk on the log
board; and even when the oldest top-men 
begin to hesitate about lying out on the 
yard to gather in the flapping remnants of 
the tom canvass, these gallant youngsters 
glory in the opportunity of {letting ali 
example of what a gentleman sailor can 
perform. So at it they go, utterly mek
less of consequences; and by sliding down 
the lift, or scrambling out, monkey fash
ion, to the yard-arm, where (at the risk. of 
their lives) they sit laughing, though the' 
spar be more than half sprung through, 
they accomplish their purpose of shaming 
the others into greater exertions. It is well 
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known that one of the ablest if not the 
very ablest, of the distinguished men whom 
the penetrating sagacity of Nelson disco-.. 
vered and brought forward, owed his first 
illtroduction to the notice of that wouder
ful commander by an exploit of this very 
description. 

These are the dashing boys who cut 
out privateerS, jump overboard after men 
who cannot swim, and who, when the 
ship is on fire, care not a farthing for the 
smoke and heat, but dive below with the 
engine-pipe in their hands, and either do 
good service, or perish in the flames with 
a jolly huzza on their lips. Such may 
fairly be called the muscular parts of our 
body nautical, for there is no gummy flesh 
about them; and when handled with skill, 
they form stout instruments which help 
essentially to win such battles as the Nile 
8Jld Trafalgar. They constitute a very 
curious and important class between the 
high-caste officer in talents and educa
tion, and the mere jack tar, who is, and 
ought to be, pretty nearly a machine. 

The young persons I have just been 
describing are1 however1 by no means 
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servile imitators of the sailors; they pos
sess much useful technical knowledge, as 
well 88 mere energy or character, and 
often both think and act with originality ; 
yet they are docile to the last degree, 
and delight in nothing more than ful
filling, to the very letter, the orders of 
their superiors. They amuse the~selves, 
88 I have mentioned before, by affecting 
the gait, the dress, and the lingo of the 
men before the mast; and are at times 
supposed to be a little too familiar "Tth 
these models, on whom they pretend to 
shape their manners; but still they never 
carry the joke so far 88 to become what 
is called 4 Jack and Tom,' even with the 
leading men in the ship. They can sing, 
upon occasion, snatches offorecastle ditties, 
or fling off a hornpipe worthy of the mer
riest cracked fiddle that ever sounded 
under the bow ofa drunken musician 
amongst a company of well-painted doxies, 
half-seas over, at the back of Point Beach. 
Not content with wearing, according to 
the directions in the song, . 

« Their long-quartered shoes, check shirt, and blue 
jacket," 
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they will even thrust into their cheek a 
quid of tobacco (though detesting it from 
their souls), merely to gain the credit, 
such as it is, of 'chewing backy like a 
sailor.' 

The people, especially the old hands 
ot the crew, are generally much amused 
with the dandyism of these spirited young 
bucks, whom they never fail to treat with 
all possible respect; so long, at least, as 
the lads duly respect themselves, and so 
long as they take the greatest care to 
enact nothing in their character of jolly 
tarpaulins which shall be really inconsist
ent with their proper calling of officers 
and gentlemen. 

Of course, there must be a limit in age 
and in rank to the indulgence of these 
fancies; and if even an elder midshipman 
or a mate of the decks were permanently 
to distinguish himself after this masque
rade fashion, he would speedily lose the 
personal respect of the crew towards him
self, besides forfeiting much of the conse
quence which it is his duty to keep up for 
the station, and, of course, weakening one 
of the most efficient sinews of discipline. 
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It becomes, then, absolutely necessary 
that, sooner or later, these youths should 
make up their minds either to reCorm their 
habits altogether, or hit upon such a modi
fication oCthem as shall be consistent with 
their new station, and suitable to the more 
extended views which their elevation com
mands. When a mid, for example, is 
promoted to lieutenant, he must speedily 
decide whether he shall follow up in ear
nest a course oC strictly seamanlike objects, 
oC which the mere outward show hac! pre
viously captivated his young Caney; or he 
must enter int<; some compromisewithhim
self, and relinquish a part oC his exclusive 
regard for these pursuits, in consideration 
of others less fascinating, to be sure, but 
more likely to bear on his advancement; 
for, without some knowl~ae of many 
other things, his chance must be very 
small iu the race oC proCessional lite. 

In tolerably wide opposition oC habitA 
to these tarpaulin men follow the less 
dashing and shewy race sometimes called __ _ 
'mr-gazers,' sometimes' dictionary men,' , 
who are also occasionally taunted or dig
nified by their messmates with the title 
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of 'philosophers.' The happiness of this 
class lies in the nautical, scientific; diplo
matic, and literary departments of our 
multifarious profession, even the ordinary 
duties of which branches afford a wide and 
diversified field· for exertion, and furnish 
occupation for an immense number of very 

. differently-constructed heads· and hands. 
The theory ofnavigation~including the 
serene delights of practical astronomy-,
the mathematical principles of seamanship, 
ship-building, and gunnery-together with 
the complicated and difficult art of survey
ing. coasts, form the chief objects which 
engage their attention. The knotty topic 
of discipline, too, perhaps among the most 
difficult of sciences, by furnishing occupa
tion for many of these persons who are as 
yet incompetent to grapple with it, gives 
birth to an infinite deal of nonsense. The 
object of most of these young philosophisers 
is to get at the reason of all things, and 
to be able not only to work by the rules 
laid down for them in printed books, or 
in the written· orders of their . superiors, 
but to investigate the· foundation of these 

. rules and regulations so thoroughly, that 
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when new cases occur they may have it 
in their power to meet them by fresh 
resources of their own. 

Unquestionably aU this is very useful ; 
but it may be overdone; and very often 
it is 80. Yet there is no denying that 
the mere circumstance of understanding 
the rationale even of the most ordinary 
subjects, has a wholesome influence on 
the mind, provided too much time be not 
expended upon its abstract investigation. 
Compared with the inert kindofmols-like 
blindness which characterises the opera
tions of those who work by 'rule of 
thumb,' in total theoretical ignorance of 
what they are about, this sort of know:
ledge has a decided advantage in practice. 
In the naval profession, at least, there may 
always be observed a wonderful differ
ence between . the manner in which two 
persons of equal abilities execute the same 
task, when one of them s!)es his way clearly 
by the light of science, and is trained in 
the habit of thinking for himself, while 
the other proceeds under the guidance 
of downright . experience alone, with no 
lights but such as are reflected from the 



14 FRAGMENTS OP 

facts embraced by his own limited know
ledge. It is only when the two go to
gether that the highest services are per
formed. True science, it may be remarked, 
consists of the condensed experience of ages· 
of observation 'curdled into one hour.' 
But, unless there exist a certain degree of 
personal familiarity with the subject, the 
application to practice can rarely be made 
with safety. The profoundest mathema
tician - the La Place or Herschel of the 
day-would probably find their integral 
calculus avail them little in taking a com
mon lunar at sea in roughish weather; 
but, on the other hand, without that 
mighty calculus, the expertest manipu
lations of practical men would go for 
nothing. The great high priests of sci
ence, indeed, are not slow to acknow
ledge, in their turn, the obligations which 
they lie under to those industrious but 
unlearned observers who scatter them
selves over the surface oft~e globe, and, 
armed with the borrowed results of the 
mathematician's knowledge, search far 
and wide for new co-efficients or elements 

. ~pon which still more extensive gene-
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raJ.U;ations may, in due time, and in far 
different hands, be made to rest. What, 
for example, would the sublime theory of 
the tides be worth, if deprived of the data 
furnished by mere sailors? Even those 
wonderful and refined speculations re
lating to the velocity of light and the 
production of colours by tlw interference 
of the different rays, have derived one of 
their most popular illustrations from a 
purely nautical observation of the ebb and 
flow of the sea at Batsham in Tonquin~ 

In the multitude of occupations to which 
naval men are daily called, and the still 
greater nriety to which they may probably 
be called, it is utterly impossible they can 
give adequate attention to each, so as to 
acquire any thing approaching to profound 
knowledge respecting ~ore than a very 
few topics. Still, there can be no doubt 
that the habit above alluded to, of inves
ti.:,aating every thing, more or less deeply, 
for one's self; 'and familiarising the young 
mind to the prompt creation of resources, 
and their immediate application to prac
tice, cannot fail to render an officer more 
useful as a public servant than if he con-
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tented himself with acquiring a bare know
ledge of the rules alone. On the other 
hand, as most young men are but too 
ready to think for themselves, and to de
spise all authority, it requires some care 
tt} prevent their running rather too fast. 
Fortunately, however, there is a very 
important, and. it may be called, in 
certain respects, a peculiar feature in the 
naval profession, which generally acts as 
a salutary check on this inherent presump
tiou of our nature. Theory and practice 
with us always go hand in hand-we 
are never off duty-we are constantly 
engaged in real work-a routine of actual 
business must be gone through-but as 
this routine is for ever liable to be inter
fered with by the diversified nature of the 
elements wit~ which we have to contend, 
our hands aiTh heads are so invariably 
and so completely filled with real occupa
tion, that we have very little time for idle 
speculation. It requires merely a pro
per share of attention on the· part of the 
commanding officer, at the fitting moment, 
to give a right impulse to these inquiries. 
Since"however, the true charm of mixing 
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up theoretical speculations with actual 
practice can be well understood only when' 
the two go together, we must watch for 
the occurrence of those moments when the 
young men have themselves just discovered 
their want of knowledge, and are smart
ing under the humiliating penalties of 
ignorance. Then, and perhaps only then, 
if we can 'catch them on the wheel,' as 
sportsmen say, will they be truly grateful 
to us for our communications. 

It takes nothing from the value of tbis 
course of mixed practice and theoretical 
investigation, to shew these students that 
they are still very far-even hopelessly 
far-from the highest walks of scientific 
knowledge, and that every fresh step they 
gain will only contribute to extend the ho
rizon oftheir ignorance. On'the contrary, 
this very conviction, arrived at in a legi
timate way, does great good, by teaching 
young men to distrust themselves and their 
own unaided resources, without in the least 
degree weakening their reliance on those 
faculties of their own minds which they 
have actually put to the test and not found 
wanting. If, in short, they be men of 

VOL. I.-SERIES II. c 
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the true stamp, and a laudable ambition 
excites them to. persevere, they will soon 
come to possess an immense mass of scien
iific and professional information, highly 
delightful to themselves, and eventually 
useful to th~ir country. But as they can
not by possibilitY find time to study tho
roughly one hundredth part of these things, 
they must be content to acquire the power 
of using the greater portion of all· such 
knowledge by proxy, as it were, in right 
of a well-grounded faith in those high and 
constituted authorities by whom the whole 
has been rigorously investigated· and esta
blished, and by whom the results have 
been fitted for common use; or, to adopt 
the impertinent phrase of the school-books, 
are reduced to the meanest capacity. 

Out of the class of officers now alluded 
to, the growth of which it has been the 
wise policy oflate years to encourage, there 
have sprung up the numberless voyagers, 
surveyors, and other strictly nautical men, 
who are always to be found when_the 
public service requires a practical ques
tion to be settled, or a professional office 
of responsibility and trust to be filled up. 
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If the arctic circle is to be investigated by 
aea or by land, or the deserts of Africa 
traversed, or the world circumnavigated 
afresh, under the guidance of the modem 
improvements in nav\,aation, the govern
ment at once calls upon such men as 
Parry, Franklin, C1apperton, Beechey, 
to whom they can safely intrust the task, 
with the certainty of its being as com
pletelyexecuted as the nature of things 
will admit o£ Again: it a person who 
nnites first-rate scientific attainments with 
extensive experience be required to arrange 
and methodise, and so turn to practical 
8CCOun~ for the general benefit of the 
country, the result of these and ten hun
dred other similar though less brilliant 
services, in past and present years, the 
Admiralty, without seeking beyond the 
profession, lay their hands at once upon 
a Competent hydrographer, and, through 
the skill and diligence of such an authority 
as Beaofo~ insure not only the fidelity of 
their numerous charts and other nautical 
works (now placed at the free di..o:posal of 
the public), but also give the countty.an 
assurance that those officers who are em-
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ployed aHoat in extending and in perfect: 
ing . our knowledge of ahnost every part 
of the navigable world, are judiciously 
distributed." 

From the same class, also, a valuable 
race of naval statesmen have been drawn. 
For a. considerable number of years, the 
whole of the diplomatic duties of South 
America, as far as concerned the interests 

'" "Admiralty Office, 15th Feb. 1830. 
"The Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, 

heing desirous to extend the henefit of the marine 
surveys which have been made for the use of His 
Majesty's Navy, more generally among the mercan
tile shiptang of the empire, have appointed Mr. 
R. B. BATE, 21, Poultry, London, to be their lord
ships' agent for the sale of all Charts, Plans, Views, 
and Sailing Directions, which are published under 
their lordships' orders; and he has been directed to 
employ proper sub-agents at the principal sea-ports 
for the same purpose. 

" All corrections, arising from surveys in progress, 
will be notified to the agent for immediate insertion; 
so that the Charts and Directions in his hands will 
always contain the most recent and authentic infor
mation. 

" Catalogues may be had at the agent's, stating 
the prices which have been authorised by their lord-
ships. J. W. CROKER." 
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of England, were carried on by the naval 
commanders - in-chief. Who can forget 
how important a share of Lord Nelson's 
command, or, after him, of Lord Colling
wood's, in the Mediterranean, consisted of 
duties of a purely civil description 1 And 
it may be questioned if diplomatic history 
offers a more masterly specimen of address 
and statesman-like decision, as well as 
forethought, than was displayed by Cap
tain Maitland, in securing the person of 
Buonaparte, not only without committi~g 
himself or his government, but without 
wounding the feelings of the fallen warrior. 
The case was, and ever must remain, 
unique; and yet the most deliberate re
flection, even after the event, has not 
suggested any thing to wish changed~ 
Fortunate, indeed, was it for the reputa
tion of this country that the delicate task 
fell to the lot of an officer possessed of 
such inherent vigour of character, and 
one so familiar with the practical exercise 
of his own resources, that difficulties which 
might have staggered ordinary . minds 
vanished before his. 

In so extensive a service as the Navy, 
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accident might perhaps occasionally pro
~uce such men as have been named above; 
but it is very material to observe, that 
unless there existed, as a permanent body, 
a large class in the Navy, who follow the 
punru.its alluded to from taste as well as 
from motives of public spirit, and from 
whose ranks selections can be made with 
confidence at moments of need, such .op
portunities as those above alluded to might 
often be allowed to pass unprofitably. It 
is, moreover, important to recollect, that 
it is in these matters as in every thing else 
where there. is a great demand, and con
sequentlya great supply, there will from 
time to time start up a master spirit, such 
as that of my lamented friend, the late 
Captain Henry Foster, to claim, even in 
the very outset of his career, the cheerful 
hom~ae of all the rest. So far from the 
profession envying his early success, or 
being disturbed at his pre-eminent renown, 
they felt that such well-earned honours 
only shed lnstre on themselves. 

It is also very pleasing to observe the 
. reciprocal feeling which belongs on such 
occasions to all rightly constituted minds. 
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When Captain Foster, in 1828, then only 
lieutenant, received the Copley medal, the 
highest scientific honour in the gift of the 
Royal Society, it never occurred to him 
merely to hang it at his breast in solitary 
dignity, or to chu~kle piesumptuouslyat 
his own particular good fortune. ' So far 
from this, he thought only of the serviCe ; 
an,d. proceeding straight to the Admiralty, 
he shewed the medal, and declared mo
destly, but firmly, to. their lordships, that 
he considered the honoUr only nominally 
bestowed upon himself, but essentia1Iy 
conferred upon' the naval profesSion at 
large. This generouS and manly appeal 
could not fail to make its due impression; 
and within the same hour, his commission, 
88 commander, W,88 signed, his appoint
ment to a ship' ordered, and a voyage of 
scientific research carved out for him. But 
I need not add how bitter, a grief it is to 
those who were personally acquainted with 
this rising young officer, to think that ~ 
~uch knowledge-:-such ~ful talen~
such unmatched zeal' and industry~bnd 
such true love for science-alIso fertile 
.in promises of future service and renown-
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should have been lamentably quenched in 
a moment! 

Besides the regular-built sailors, and 
these salt-water statesmen and philoso
phers, there is yei another set which 
greatly outnumbers bqth, and which, if 
comparisons. must be made, equals, if it 
does not far exceed them in utility. I 
allude to that large and very important 
body of strictly professional persons who 
are not remarkable for 1':ny thing in par
ticular, unless it be for a hearty and un
compromising devotion to the service. 
These hardy public servants work on from 
day to day, doing their duty steadily and 
well, and labouring with more or less 
efficiency in proportion to their several 
capacities, and with despondency or cheer
fulness according to their respective tem
peraments, and the circumstances in which 
they happen to be placed. Yet, captains, 
it is to be feared, are generally too apt to 
consider these meritorious persons as less 
entitled to .attention than their more shewy 
companions; just as schoolmasters are, 
not unnaturally, disposed to devote most 
of their time to the cleverest boys, to the 
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comparative neglect of those who closter 
round the point of mediocrity. It may, 
however, be easily conceived that the per
IIODS least attended, to, afloat as well as on 
shore, often stand more in need of notice 
and assistance than their gifted brethren, 
who are better able to make their own 
consequence felt and acknowledged. For 
it must not be forgotten, that these honest, 
hard-working men actually perform the 
greater part of all the routine drudgery of 
the service, and, what is more, they ~r
haps execute it, upon the whole, better 
than men of higher talents could do in 
their places. At all events, although 
they perform every thing required of 
them, they gain no distinction, and it is 
obvious that they never can gain any. 
Their very numbers, and the common
place, every-day nature of their duties, 
render distinction out of the question. 
This is not their fault ; neither, in strict
ness, can it be ealled their misfortune; it 
is their inevitable fate, which it is no 
more possible to alter than to add one 
cubit to their stature. 

On the other hand, t4ey themselves 
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-may do well to recollect, that distinction 
is not necessarily happiness. Beauty in' a 
-woman, and talents in a man, often prove 
deeper sources of evil than attend medio
crity in either, of these gifts. Nor does 
observation teach us to suppose'that there 
is less contentment amongst. this class' of 
officers, than may be found amongst those 
whose knowledge and powers prompt 
them to. aspil:e to rivalry with the grand 
leaders of the profession~ 
, _ Commanding officers should _ always 
bear in mind, that these praiseworthy in
dividuals, though remarkable for nothing, 
. and sufficiently. aware of their unpretend
ing' and humble place in the scale of 

. public estimation, are not the less sensible 
that, so long as they do their duty, they 
are entitled to a proper share of favour ; 
andthey will seldom continue to work well 
if this scanty and hard-earned meed be 
withheld. It should also be remembered, 
that while these persons occupy the trying 
~d delicate situation of men who are con
scious that the rest of the' world cannot 
afford time to consider their feelings or 
their interests, they are not on that 60-
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Count less alive to kindness and fair deal
ing than those whose career has been more 
brilliant. Every commanding officer may 
therefore be said to hold in his hands the 
ready means of securing the good-will of 
a large majority of those by whom he is 
surrounded; for, at the cost of little or no 
sacrifice on his own. part, he can command 
the strenuous support of those people whose 
exertions it is the chief end of his discipline 
to concentrate and direct to one common 
purpose. . j 

The class amongst us who devote them
selves to sober literary pursuits.is neces
sarily very small ; but that of the happy 
youths, who dream the gods have made 
them poetical, has many members, who 
• rave, recite, and madden round the ship,' 
to their own (exclusive) satisfaction. Others 
there are who deal desperately in the fine 
arts of painting and·music,-thatis,.who 
draw out of perspective, and· play out of 
tUI).e. Their poor messmates. can answer 
for little respecting these future Rem
hrandts and Paganinis, except that they 
certainly hide not their, lights under _ a 
bushel j and. that .the happiness of the 
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mess would be considerably improved if 
authority were given to pitch every sketch .. 
book and every flute out at the stern-port 
-followed, of course, by their owners! 

Finally come the raking, good-looking, 
shore-going, company-hunting, gallivant
ing, riff-raft' set of reckless youths, who, 
having got rid of the entanglement of 
parents and guardians, and having no 
great entanglement of principle or' any 
thing else to check them, seem to hold 
that His Majesty's service is merely a 
convenience for their especial use, and 
His Majesty's ships a sort of packet-boats 
to carry their elegant persons from port 
to port, in search of fresh conquests, and, 
as they suppose, fresh laurels to their 
country. 
. Few men, it must be remembered, do 
any thing well which they do not them
selves sincerely like; and, for the same 
reason, if an officer be capable of perform
ing services really valuable, his success 
must arise from turning his chief attention 
to those branches of the profession which 

. he feels are the most congenial to his 
peculiar taste, and which experience has 
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shewn lie within the range ofhis capacity. 
Some officers not only reason about this 
matter, but deliberately act upon it, while 
the greater number, as may be supposed, 
adopt their line unconsciously. Still, it is 
the bounden duty of every well-wisher to 
the service to use the influence he pos
sesses (and there are very few indeed who 
do not possess some share of influence, 
direct or indirect,) to lead the young per
sons about him to follow the true bent of 
their genius, and to select as a principal 
object of study th~ particular branch of 
the profession in which they are most 
likely to benefit themselves pennanently, 
because that must always prove the very 
same thing as benefiting thew country. 

I well remember, in my own case, the 
day, and almost the very hour, when these 
convictions flashed upon my mind. I 
then saw, for the first time, that unless 
I speedily roused myself, and 'took my 
line' vigorously, the proper occasion might 
swiftly pass away. I was quite astonished 
how, up to that moment, I had seen so 
little of what now appeared so very palp
able; every other consideration was in-
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stantly dismissed, and all minor vanities 
being shaken like dew-drops to the air, 
I set resolutely about the attainment of 
my promotion, the grand object of every 
officer's ambition. But before describing 
how this important affair was put in train, 
I shall attempt a sketch of the kind of life 
I was leading about this period. In look
ing back to those days, and glancing the 
mind's eye along the intermediate years, 
I sometimes ask myself whether or not I 
should act very differently if permitted to 
make the voyage over again, under the 
guidance of experience bought by the 
practice of life. The retrospect, of course, 
offers some unavailing regrets; but still I 
can hardly believe that the result would, 
on the whole, have proved materially 
happier for myself. 

Such being the case, I trust there is no 
unpardonable egotism in mentioning, in 
a work intended for young people, that 
one of my chief motives for bringing these 
Fragments of my life and adventures 
before them, is the hope of imparting to 
others, similarly circumstanced, a portion 
of that spirit of cheerfulness, and that 
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resolute determination to make the most 
of things, which, after thirty years of 
activity and enjoyment in foreign climes, 
have landed me in perfect contentment 
at home. 
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CHAPTER II. 

A SAILOR ON SHORE. 

IT is a far easier thing to get into a house 
in Ireland than to get out of it again; for 
there man attractive and retentivewitchery 
about the hospitality of the natives which 
has no match, as far as I have seen, any 
where else in the wide world. In other 
places the people are hospitable or kind 
to a stranger, as the case may be, or as 
the guest seems to want assistance: but 
in Ireland the affair is reauced to a sort 
ofscience, and a web of attentions is flung 
round the visitor. before he well knows 
where he is. So that if he be not a very 
cold-blooded. or a very clear-sighted, or a 
very temperate man, it will cost him sundry 

'headaches-and mayhap some touches of 
the heartache - before he wins his way 
back again to his wonted tranquillity. 

I had Dot a single acquaintance in Ire
land when first I visited that most inte-
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resting of countries, of whic f.dh,~U. 
in England know much, e .uJ~l1' .. 
their imaginations have been s ow~ 
fully aided by the delicious pencil 0 

Edgeworth. Before leaving it, however, 
after about a year and a half's cruising 
off and on their coasts, I was on pretty 
intimate terms with one family at least 
for every dozen miles, from Downpatrick 
on the east, to the Bloody Foreland on the 
west, a range of more than a hundred and' 
twenty miles. ~ _ 

The way in which this was brought 
about is sufficiently characteristic of the 
country. I had inherited a taste for geo
logy; and as the north of Ireland affords 
a fine field for the exercise of the hammer, 
I soon made myself acquainted with the 
Giant's Causeway, and the other wonders 
of that singular district. While engaged 
in these pursuits, I fell in with an eminent 
medical practitioner resident in that part 
of the -country, a gentleman well known 
to the scientific world as one of the best
informed geologists-and !post accomplished 
philosophers. of the day. What was more 
to my present purpose, he was still better 
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knoWn on the spot as the most benevolent 
and kindest of men. In no part of the 
globe have I made a more agreeable, or 
useful acquaintance. During a residence 
of a week under the roof of this delight
ful person, I observed that he frequeutly 
changed the conversation from literary, 
professional, or sci~ntific topics, to urge ine 
to make acquaintance with some friends 
of his, living also in the north of Ireland, 
but at the opposite angle. He was, in 
particular, desirous that I should see a 
family with whom he described himself as 
being very intimate, and who were then 
on a visit far in the west. I was nothing 
loath, as may be supposed; indeed, a young 
lieutenant is seldom burdened with many 
misgivings as to his reception anywhere 
(except within the precincts of the awful 
Admiralty!); and I, naturally, felt a ve
hement curiosity to see something more 
of the manners and customs of a country, 
of whose public proceedings, it is to be 
regretted, the world knows so much more 
than of their domestic life. 

Besides these motives, I was influenced 
by the extreme earne8tness of my worthy 
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friend, who, indeed, would hardly let me 
stir from his house until I had promised to 
deliver, with my own hands, a letter of in
troduction to a lady residing in the part of 
the country above alluded to, and who, 
he assured me, would not only be most 
happy to see me herself, but also to in
troduce me to the family with whom sh~ 
was then living as a guest. . I thought it 
ratber an odd arrangement, that a mere 
guest should introduce a stranger to an
other person's house: but I had already 
seen enough of the hearty hospitality of 
Ireland not to wonder at any thing having 
a kind purpose in view. I therefore pro
mised that, if at any time I could obtain 
leave of absence for a few days, the intro
ductory letter should be delivered: 

I did not discover, until long after
wards, the secret motive of my friend's 
anxiety that I should pay the visit in ques
tion, though, at the time alluded to, I was 
quite coxcomb enough to suppose that it 
all arose from personal considerations. 
It mattered little to me, however, to what 
the kindness was due; and, my leave 
having expired, I set off to my ship, the 
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Endymion, of which I was then second 
lieutenant, with a finn resolution to avail 
myself of the first opportunity of visiting 
the persons to whom my excellent friend 
the doctor had given me an introduction. 
I had been so frequently absent before, that 
1 expected to be fixed on board for a long 
time to come, and was therefore agreeably 
disappointed to discover that my brother
offi,cers had formed so many pleasant ac
quaintances at Burncran!}, a town on the 
banks of the magnificent Lough Swilly, . 
that they were quite willing to remain on 
the spot, and to take upon their shoulders 
the extra duty which my renewed al;lsence 
imposed upon them. I had only, there
fore, to obtain the captain's permission 
for a fresh run. This was easily gained, 
for he was the most indulgent of mor
tals; and his only caution was, " Now, 
mind, don't you be falling in love with 
any of these Irish girls. It will be quite 
time .enough for that when you are a post 
captain." 

I promised to attend to his advice; and 
setout on this new, but rather wild ex
pedition in the highest glee, wishing for 
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no better sport than to :try the firmness 
of my resolutions on this head, though, it 
must be confessed, I was fully more in
clined to follow the precept enjoined upon 
me by another friend;who, as if to better 
the captain's instruction, said, 

" Do take care of what you are about, 
when you mix with those fair and fasci
nating witches the Irish ladies, and never . 
hold yourself as heart - safe, unless you 
are in love with at least two of them at 
once!" 

Off I went; but it is needless to state 
whether the course steered was to the east 
or to the west after leaving Londonderry, 
the chief city in that part of Ireland. In
deed, for my own part, I was almost in
different in what direction the road lay; 
for the whole scene was so new and so 
full of interest and variety, and I had 
already met with so much attention in 
the country, that I felt a sort of certainty 
0ffinding much amusement and a welcome 
reception· wherever I went. Meanwhile, 
the circumstance of having a letter of in
troduction in my pocket naturally deter
mined my route ; and" having hired a good 
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stout horse, I strapped my valise behind, 
and set out Oli a fine summer's evening, as 
deliberately in quest of adventures as any 
knight-errant that ever put 1ance in. rest. 
Yet I was in no respect prepared to find 
myself so soon in what appeared very like 
a field of battle. I had. not proceeded 
twenty miles before I came to a village 
surrounded. by troops, and guarded at the 
ends of its· few streets by cannon, which 
appeared to be loaded, as lighted matches 
were smoking by their side. A considerable 
encampment was formed on a slightly rising 
eminence near the village; and on the neigh-. 
bouring ground,' still farther off, might 
be seen large irregular groups of people, 
'who, I learned, upon inquiry, were chiefly 

. Orange-men, preparing for'a grand cere
monial procession on the 1st of July old 
style, or the 12th of July_ according to the 
present reckoning,· the well-known anni
versl1-ry of _ the:hattle ". of .the ~,oyne. In 
order to resist this proceeding on the part 
of the Protestants, an immense. multitude 
of the opposite, or Roman Catholic side of 
the question, were .likewise assembled in 
this unquiet spot, and all the roads COD-
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verging towards that quart.er were lined 
with parties of men carrying sticks in 
their hands, flocking to the scene of ex
pected action. The military had been 
called in to keep the peace; but the angry 
passions of the respective factions were so 
mu<ili roused, that even the precautions 
above described seemed hardly sufficient 
to prevent the threatened conflict. 

The sight was painful in the highest de
gree; and I could not but recollect· with 
what different sensations I had viewed the 
chivalry of France and England drawn 
up in hostile array on the heights of 
Corunna. There the contest was between 
two different nations, one fighting against; 
and the other in defence of,the liberties'of 
the. country in which they were engaged. 
But here the combatants were brethren in 
blood, kindred in spirit, and all possessed, 
as they believed, with a common ob
ject, the good of their native country! 
As a matter of curiosity, and of the most 
stirring kind of interest, I coUld have no 
great objection· to seeing another such 
battle as that which I had witnessed near 
Corunna between those long-established 
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fighting-cocks the French and English; 
but to look on while honest Pat and Tim 
were breaking one another's heads upon 
abstract political grounds, and English 
soldiery interposing -with grape-shot and 
med bayonets to make them friends again, 
was what I had no mind for. I therefore 
tried to extricate myself forthwith from 
this unhappy struggle; but my horse 
being tired could not proceed; so I was 
forced to sleep in a village which, for 
aught I knew, might be sacked and burnt 
before morning. -

Nothing occurred, however, to disturb 
the peace; but I felt far from easy till out 
of reach of this furious excitement; yet, 
'l'trange to say, some quiet folks, a few 
JIliles distant, with whom I took breakfast, 
seemed scarcely to care or to know that the 
country round them was all on fire. From 
thence the course lay across a wild range 
~f mountains, the names of which there 
was no one left to tell; but geographers 
may recognise their position by the cir
cumstance of one of them having on its 
top a sheet of fresh water called Loch 
Salt. Nothing can be conceived more 
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desolate or dreary than this part of the 
country; and as there were few inha
bitants uppn it at any time, and none at 
all at this moment, I had no small diffi
culty in making good my way. Neither 
was the prospect of the place I was bound 
to much more agreeable. "There can 
be little or no comfort," thought I, "in 
a region so sterile: whatever art might 
attempt to counteract such dE¥lolation, 
mU8t be unavailing." 

But oli coming nearer.to the noble b~, 
or lough, on the banks of which the coun..; 
try-seat of my unknown friends was to 
be found, the aspect of things changed so 
suddenly, that ifit had been done by magic 
it could scarcely have been rendered more 
surprising. A slight inequality· in the 
ground served to conceal this I jewel in 
the desert,' as it was often called, till the 
whole of its rare beauties could be seen 
to the greatest advantage. Even without 
such a contrast as the wild moors afforded, 
the singular merits of this spot must have 
claimed the admiration of anyone caring 
a £Itraw for fine scenery; but after such a 
preparative they appeared doubly grateful-
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to the senses; and I put spurs to my 
horse, anxious to come nearer to such a 
delicious scene. 

The mansion of my future friend, of· 
which only partial glimpses could. be 
caught now and then, was well guarded 
on every side by fine old trees, rising from 
the surface of carefully dressed grounds, 
richly stocked flower-gardens, long and 
wide avenues, and graceful terraces, some 
of which reached to the very water's edge, 
along a delicate beach on which the ripple 
scarcely broke. This charming domain 
occupied a narrow spit of land, or pro
montory, jutting forwards into a land
locked bay, or arm of the sea, in which 
the. water appeared to lie always asleep, 
and as smooth as if, instead of being a 
mere branch uniting with the stormy 
Atlantic, it had been some artificial lake, 
contr~ved by the tasteful hand of a good 
fairy, the touch of whose wand it might 
be tp()Ught had likewise embellished the 
shore, to keep every thing in character. 
Nothing, indeed, which the most fertile 
imagination could suggest seemed to be 
wanting. 
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There was one extremely well-conceived 
device at this delightful spot, which I 
never remember to h~ve seen any where 
else, though there must often occur in other 
places similar situations in which it might 
be imitated. Not far from the house, but 
quite hid under a thickly wooded c1i1f, 
overhanging a quiet bight or cove, about 
ten or fifteen yards across, lay a perfectly 
secluded pool, with a bottom of snow
white sand. It was deep in the middle, 
but shelved gradually to its margin, which 
rested on 8. narrow strip, or: beach, of 
small round polished pebbles. This fringe, 
encircling the cove, was surmounted. by 
8 dry grassy bank, or natural terrace, . 
reaching to the foot of the rock, the 
face of which was not merely perpen
dicular, but so much inclined, that -the 
top more than_ plumbed the edge of the 
basin. Along the sky line, there. was 
drawn a fence or veil of briars, honey
suckles, and other impervious bushes, in
terspersed with myrtles, wild roses, and 
Cox-glove, so thickly woven together, that 
all external view of this beau ideal of a 
bath was rendered impossible. The only 
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access was by a narrow, steep, and wind
ing path; and at the upper end was placed 
a high, locked gate, the key of which was 
in the exclusive charge of the ladies. I 
need say no more of the uses of this most 
enchanting of earthly grottoes, than that, 
if Diana and her nymphs had been as 
well provided, the catastrophe of Acheon 
could never have occurred. 

Meanwhile, as I rode on, ignorant as 
yet of these aud many other rich and rare 
beauties of this sm.,<TUlar spot, and only 
admiring the general aspect of things, 
I began, for the first time, to reflect on 
the extreme awkwardness of my situation. 
I had no personal acquaintance with any 
one of the large party here assembled; 
nor was there the least reason for stIp
posing that any one of them had ever 
heard of the intruder, or that, when told 
who and what he was, they would be a 
whit more iuclined to notice him. 

Said I to myself, " I am merely the 
bearer of an introductory letter to a lady, 
who is herself no more than a guest iu the 
house; and although it might have been 
allowable enough to have called to deliver 
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such an introduction, had. business or" acci
dent brought me to the neighbourhood, or 
even within a short ride, yet it does seem 
rather a strong measure to travel fifty or 
sixty miles across a wild and disturbed 
country merely to pay a morning call." 

The provoking inference, therefore, that 
my intention was· to make a vWt of some' 
duration, became inevitable; and I pic
tured to myself the excessive annoyance 
of having a string of explanations to give 
respecting my movements, which, afte'r 
aU, might not be followed by any invita
tion to remain. After cogitating for a 
long time, I resolved to steal up to the 
house, if possible, unperceived; to have 
my horse turned over to the groom, and 
my portmanteau stowed out of sight, 
and then to walk. boldly up to the door, 
with a visiting-cjlrd in one hand, and 
my credentials in the other, to be de
livered to the servant for the lady to 
whom the letter was addressed. I next 
proposed to stroll about the woods, to give 
time for any good things said of the bearer 
in the introduction to work their way. I 
hoped, by this rather clumsy manreuvre, 
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that by the time I returned to the house 
its inmates might be prepared to receive 
the stranger; and then, if their invitation 
to remain should happen not to be very 
pressing, I might pretend to be collecting 
specimens for my geological friends, and so 
make my escape; though, to own the truth, 
nothing was farther from my thoughts 
than geology, or any other scientific object. 

In spite of these ingenious plans, I felt 
rather absurdly situated, and half wished 
I had not engaged at aU in such an un
promising adventure. It seemed, how
ever, too late to retract, and therefore I 
jogged on, as earnestly hoping not to be 
detected as ever did any troops in ad
vancing to the attack of a besieged fort. 

What, then, was my speechless horror, 
on riding up the approach, to discover a 
cavalcade of not fewer than a dozen ladies 
and gentlemen bearing right down upon 
me fro;n the house. Had it been a troop 
of French cuirassiers charging across the 
ground, and threatening annihilation to 
the unfortunate hack and his rider, I could 
not have been much more astounded. It 
was natural to sJlPpose that, as the mas-
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ter of the house was probably of the num
ber, he would stop to inquire the business 
of the suspicious-looking stranger invad,. 
ing his territories. This I could but ill ex
plain; as the person for whom I broughi. 
a letter being an elderly lady, was not 
likely to be on horseback amidst a party 
of young folks. I foresaw, at all events, 
that there would bea general halt or
dered; while the poor new-comer, with 
his draggled horse and swollen valise (in
dicating any thing but a hasty departure1, 
would become the object of pleasant criti
cism to the quizzical dandies and young 
ladies of the party-pleasant, I mean, to 
them; but wretched work for the hapless 
wight exposed to their pitiless pelting. 
Even when this scrutiny was over, what 
were they to do with their unexpected, self
elected companion? His horse was now 
too tired, and much too ugly at any time 
to accompany such gay palfreys as were 
prancing over the lawn; yet they could 
not, in common civility, leave a stranger 
adrift; nor could they accompany him 
back to the house, without breaking up 
their expedition for ~e day. 
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All this flashed through my mind in a 
moment, and left me in a dire dilemma. 
I pulled up my jaded nag, however, with 
such a jerk, that I well Iiigh threw him 
pn his haunches. Fortunately, a little 
unevenness in the ground hid me from the 
view of the advancing cavalry; and at the. 
same critical instant I discovered an open
ing in the fence on one side. \Vithout 
considering or caring whither it might" 
lead, I turned my charger round, urged 
him forwards with whip and spur, and 
dashed into the gap as if I had been flying 
from the arm of justice, instead of making 
my escape from as compaIiionable a 'set of 
people a~ ever breathed. Had any of the 
party detected the bashful fugitive, and 
given chase, he must have been caught; 
for the path into which I had fled ter
minated in a road leading to some farm 
offices, but with no opening beyond. 

The awkwardness of my situation, which 
was already consi.derable, became greatly 
augmented by this ridiculous proceeding; 
and I heard the riders pass within twenty 
yards of my hiding-place, with the most 
unspeakable alarm lest anyone of them 



VOYAGES AND TRAVEna. 49 

should catch a glimpse of me nestling 
behind a cart of hay. I breathed freer 
when the last. servant's horse crossed the 
ridge; and then, creeping from my hole, 
soon gained the stables adjoining the house, 
gave up my horse,. secured the well-stuffed 
valise out of sight, and repaired, accord
ing to the original precious scheme, to 
the front door with my letter. I stood 
.for five minutes with the knob of the bell 
in my hand, irresolute whether to go on 
with the adventure, or fairly to cut aud 
run from it. At length, when the fatal 
pull was given, I listened to the sound, 
and felt _myself what statesmen call ' fully 
committed.' There was now nothing left 
but to screw up my courage, as I best 
niight, to meet the dangers and difficul
ties of the crisis. 

There happened to be no one at home 
except the old lady herself, so that the
plan succeeded very well; and, though I 
now forget the details of the introduction, 
I can n~ver cease to remember that the 
unbounded cordiality of the reception, nQt 
only from this excellent person, but from 
the master and mistress of the house, and 
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all their assembled friends, shewed how 
totally I had miscalculated the nature and 
extent of Irish hospitality. I learned, 
indeed, in no long time, that the fashion 
of the country is to receive every stranger 
as well, and to treat him with exactly the 
same perfect frankness and kindness, as 
they would do if they really knew him to 
-merit such attention at their hands. If 
it shall prove on further acquaintance that 
he fails to make good his claim, they then 
behave to him accordingly; but in the 
first instance his title to a hospitable re
ception is always taken for granted. 

As most of the delightful party, amongst 
whom I now found myself domesticated, 
are still alive (though more than twenty 
years have gone by since those days), I 
scarcely feel at liberty to describe the say
ings and doings of the establishment into 
which I was so freely and confidentially 
admitted. N otbing, indeed, could be more 
characteristic of the country than the whole 
scene. There were several elderly persons, 
~en in the autuIpn of life, though now 
waning into octogenarians; and several 
were very young folks, scarcely able to 
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walk, who now count many' daughters 
and sons of beauty.' There was a pretty 
equal admixture of Irish and English, 
amongst whom were several persons of 
rank; also one or two foreigners; besides 
much native wit, worth, and beauty, of 
the highest order, and all most delight
fully set off by the grgces and nameless 
enchantments of refined manners, and 
tasteful as well as useful accomplishments. 
I have rarely, if ever, seen in any part of 
the world SO fascinating an assemblage 
of aU that could render a country party 
agreeable as was here collected in one of 
the most out-of-the-way corners of Ire
land. Nor is it to be wondered at if I 
very soon began to think of the ship and 
her routine drudgery with a degree of 
distaste I dared scarcely express even to 
myself. Compared to the delirious sort 
of witchery of this gay scene, every thing 
I had enjoyed before, even in the al1-
romantic Peninsula, or in the beautiful 
Islands of Madeira or Bermuda, looked 
spiritless and tame. The dull duties and 
discomforts of a sea-life, the trammels of 
naval discipline, and the insignificance 
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of a mere lieutenant's station, amidst all 
this luxury, and fashion, and wealth, and 
beauty, and rank, pressed on my fevered 
thoughts so severely, that at times I was 
half distracted with sheer despondency, 
and felt cut to the heart on recollecting 
the bitter necessity of returning to what 
seemed, at that intoxicating season, the 
vulgar duties ofasailor's life. My worthy 
captain's advice was thrown to the winds; 
and indeed any heart, aged twenty-two, 
must have been made of cast-iron to have 
resisted the rides and walks, the pic-nic 
dinners, the dances, and the music parties, 
and suppers, besides the infinitely varied 
round of other amusements, grave and 
gay, which contributed to render, and 
will for ever preserve, this nook of Ire
land the true terrestrial paradise of mY' 
jUTenile days. 

How the deuce I ever contrived to get 
out of the magic circle, . I hardly know; 
but if I could only feel myself at liberty, 
without a breach of confidence, to give 
a few of the details of those hours, I would 
stake great odds on the side of the effect 
which the description of such a reality 
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might produce, against the interest of the 
imaginary scenes in almost any romance. 
Although, unfortunately, this may not be 
done, I cannot resist the temptation of 
relating the cause and consequence ,of 
my first acquaintance with these very 
kind persons, who, from that hour to 
this, have held their station amongst my 
steadiest friends. 

I have already mentioned, that the 
gentleman whose introduction I carried 
was most urgent for me to deliver tlle 
letter in person; but he gave no reasons for 
this anxiety; nor indeed was I then aware, 
that besides his being an intimate friend, 
he was their family physician. While act
ing in this capacity, he had seen with 
regret how. ineffectual his art had proved 
to alleviate the mother's sorrow caused by 
the recent loss of her favourite son. The 
young man had been in the Navy, and 
was about my age and standing in the ser-' 
vice. These accidental coincidences sug
gested to her judicious and kind-hearted 
friend, that as I, in some degree, resem
bled, in appearance and in manners, the 
officer who was no more, the poor mother's 
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thoughts and feelings might possibly be 
diverted into a new channel, by the s0-

ciety of a person in so many respects 
similarly circumstanced to the child she 
had lost. 

I was not made a party to this ma
nreuvre, because the experiment might 
thus have been totally marred. It was 
obvious, indeed, that the mere conscious
ness of acting such a part must have im
posed an awkward restraint npon me, fatal 
to the character I was intended to fill; so 
the good doctor left matters to work out 
their own course. A very different effect, 
it is true, from what he wished and ex
pected, might have been produced; for 
iustead of my being received with open 
arms, and helping to fill up the blank in 
the mother's wasted affections, my pre
sence might only have proved irksome, 
from tending . to keep alive the anguish 
of those wounds, which principle tells us 
rather to do our utmost to heal than seek 
to irritate by unavailing sorrow. 

It so happened, fortunately for me, 
and, what was of more consequence, for
tunately for the friendly physician's repu-
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tation as a skilful 'minister to the mind 
diseased,' or rather to the pure but deso
late heart, that the experiment completely 
succeeded - I hope and believe, to the 
mother's consolation. To me, of course, 
the reception I met with was matter of de
light and astonishment; and at the time 
I could not by any means account for the 
notice with which I was honoured. So 
much so, indeed, that I occasionally felt 
somewhat startled, and almost oppressed, 
with the sense of obligation imposed by 
such unusual and unmerited attentions: 

The first explanation which reached me 
of the mystery, to whose agency I was so 
deeply indebted, is really so touching in 
itself, and likewise so fertile, as I conceive, 
in matter for useful reflection to those 
who may be similarly circumstanced, that 
I give it without reserve. The whole in
cident (though to some it may pel'hap~ 
appear trivial) had a very essential effect 
in modifying the course of my subsequent 
life; not so much by raising me in my 
own opinion, which it certainly did, as by 
inspiring me with still stronger motives 
to exertion, and with higher hopes of 
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deserving, in time~ a distinction so very 
flattering. In a letter wmch I received 
from this most excellent old lady, about 
six months after my first acquaintance with 
her, and just before I quitted England for 
the East Indies, these words occur: -

" Once more, ~dieu ! I must hope YOll 

will write to me; let me constantly know 
how you proceed, and how I can address 
you; and recollect, you have received the 
freedom of this house. . I believe I told 
you I had lost a son in the Navy, a lieu
tenant, and of superior t~lents. I there
fore consider that Heaven has given you 
to my care in his place - and may the 
Almighty protect you I" 
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CHAPTER III. 

TRICKS UPON TRAVELLERS. 

A CURIOUS and. vastly pleasing fashion 
prevails in that part of Ireland where.I 
was so nearly bewitched as almost to for
get my ship, my duties, and every thing 
else but beauty bright! When a country 
party, such as. I have been describing, had 
passed a certain time together, they seldom 
broke up entirely, or scattered themselves 
in different directions, but generally shift
ed, or emigrated in a body (flitted, I think 
they used to call it) tQ the house of some 
one of the number., Now and then vari
ous members of the group dropped off by 
the way, but their places were presen~y 
filled up by other friends, either ready in 
the new hive, or who soon found their 
way to it, when the well-known sounds 
of festivity were heard in the neighbour
hood. 

In this manner the country party, into 
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which I had been so kindly admitted an 
honorary member, made several moves, 
with sundry losses and sundry accessions 
to its numbers; and as every day rendered 
this life more and more grateful, I could 
scarcely bear to think of returning to the 
tame occupations and rugged society of 
the frigate, the duties of which had so 
recently been my greatest and most sin
cere delight. Meanwhile, since my good
natured captain, and still better-natured 
messmates, made no difficulties about this 
protracted absenteeism, I continued to in
volve myself deeper and deeper at every 
step. I failed not to perceive at times, 
that I was getting into rather a dangerous 
scrape for a younger son and a young 
officer, who had yet to work his own way 
in the world. But as these reflections in
terfered rather impertinently with the en
joyments of the hour, they were crushed 
down and kept out of sight as much as 
possible, at that gay period. 

What surprised me most, aU this time, 
was the air of refinement and high polish 
in the Irish society amongst which I was 
thus casually thrown. I had previously 
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entertained an idea that their hospitality, 
proverbial in all parts of the world, was 
of a rude and rather troublesome descrip
tion. I found it, on the contrary, marked 
not only by the strongest lines of sincerity 
and kindness, but by many of those deli
cate touches of consideration for the feel
ings of others which form the most indu .. 
bitable symptoms of genuine good-breed .. 
ing. So very carefully, indeed, are these 
traits preserved as characteristics of their 
society, that rather more latitude in the 
intercourse of young people than I remem
ber to have seen elsewhere is not only 
permitted, but even perhaps encouraged. 
The propriety, .as well as safety, of all 
this, consists in the perfect confidence 
which the parties possess in one another's 
sense of what is due to themselves; 
so that a degree of freedom, which in 
England might possibly be called bold 
or odd, is, in Ireland, mer~ly one branch 
of a peculiar system of manners. It rests, 
no doubt, on as scrupulous a foundation 
of sentiment and principle as ours does, 
but it is less restricted by etiquettes, and 
far less frozen over with those conventional 



60 :FRAGMENTS OF 

forms which the uninitiated find so trouble
some to break through. 

Instead of discovering that the stories 
were true about the sort of compulsion 
used in matters of drinking, I can safely 
say, whatever might have been once >the 
fashion, that, during the course of expe
rience in joviality I went through in the 
north of Ireland, I seldom -met with any 
thing at a gentleman's table approaching 
even to exigeance on this score, far less 
to the. formidable bullying which we had 
been warned against, when the alternative 
rested between another bottle or an ounce 
of lead. I do not. deny that our friends 
the Irish have a wonderfully winning way 
of insinuating their good cheer upon us, 
and sometimes of inducing us, without 
the aid of fire-arms, to swallow more 
claret than is perhaps good for us. 

I landed once at Burncrana, a pretty 
little quiet village, with. a watering-place 
look, on the eastern banks of that great 
and beautiful bay Lough Swilly. One 
side of this fine harbour is formed by 
the bold promontory of Inishowen, cele
brated in every land for its noble whisky, 
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second only, if second it be, (which I am 
bound as a Scotchman to doubt), to that 
of Femtosh or Glenlivet. I was accom
panied by an English gentleman, on the 
first day of his landing in Irelarid. As he 
then seriously imagined the inhabitants 
to belong to a sort of wild and uncouth 
race, I could see he was rather surprised 
at the gentlemanlike deportment of an 
acquaintance of mine resident on the spot, 
for whom he had brought:a letter. We 
had walked together to his house, or rathgr 
cottage, for he was not a fixed resident, 
but came there for summer quarters, The 
neatness, and even elegance, of the do
mestic arrangem~nts of his temporary 
establishment, both without and within 
the dwelling, gave token of a taste many 
degrees removed from the state of people 
far back in civilisation~ Presently the 
ladies came; and their national frarikness, 
modified by the most entire and unaf
fected simplicity, puzzled my friend com
pletely. In due season the dressing"-bell 
sent us oft' to prepare for dinner; and 
while we were getting ready, my com
panion said to me-
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" I see perfectly what this fellow is at; 
lIe means to sew. you and me up, by POlll'

ing claret down our throats. You may do 
as you please, but I'll be shot if he "plays 
off -his Irish pranks on me. I will eat 
his dinner, take a couple of glasses of his 
wine, make my bow to the ladies, go 
on board by eight or nine o'clock, and, 
having given them a dinner in return, 
shall have done my duty in the way of 
attention; after" which I shall totally cut 
the connexion. I have no idea of their 
abominable fashion of forcing strangers 
to drink." 

" We shall see," said I; and, having 
knocked the dust off our shoes, down we 
went to dinner. 

Every thing was plain, and suitable to 
the pretensions of 8 cottage. There was 
no pressing to eat or drink during dinner; 
and in process of time the cloth was re
moved, the ladies sipped 8 little sweet 
wine, and disappeared. 

" Now for it," whispered my friend; 
" he has sent the women out of the way, 
that he way ply us the better." 

And I must own things looked rather 
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suspicious; for our host, instead of sitting 
down again at the dinner-table, walked 
to a bow-window overlooking the anchor
age, and exactly facing the setting sun, at 
that hour illuminating the whole land
scape, in the gorgeous style peculiar to 
combined mountain and lake scenery. 

II Why should we not enjoy this plea
sant prospect while we are discussing our 
wine 1" said the master of the house. 

At that instant the door opened, and in 
walked the servant, as if he knew by i9-
tuition what was passing in his master's 
head. 

II Tim," said our host, II put the card
table here in the bow-window, and give 
us some other glasses; also, if you have 
such a thing, bring up a bottle of claret." 

Tim nodded, smiled, and made the fit
ting adjustments. The table was barely 
large enough to hold a noble long-corked 
bottle, for the fashion of claret decanters 
had not as yet reached that remote dis
trict of the empire. Round the margin 
was placed the necessary accompaniment 
of capacious glasses-famous tall fellows, 
with such slender stalks, that they seem":' 
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ed scarcely equal to the weight of their 
generous load. 

My friend and I exchanged glances, 
and I could see his shoulders slightly 
raised, as if he was saying internally, 

. U Now we are in for it! but I will Rot 
drink. a drop more than I choose." 

The claret, which in itself was most 
deliciou~, was cooled in as perfect style 
as if it had been subject to the skill of 
an Abdar or professional wine-cooler at 
Madras. The party consisted, I think, 
of four or five persons (I forget exactly 
which), but this one bottle, I remember, 
just. passed round the group twice. As 
the flavour of the beverage appeared to 
have become more exquisite at th.e second 
turn than at the first, though but a short 
interval had been allowed to elapse, it 
seemed odd that another bottle was not 
instantly called for. Instead of which, 
our landlord went on expatiating on the 
beauties of the Lough, and the fineness of 
the season in general, and the sunset in 
particular, for full five minutes after the 
wine had disappeared; when he sud
denly said, with a half-hesitating tone, 
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towards my English friend, who sat at his 
elbow, . 

U I beg your pardon! perhaps you would 
take some more wine 1" . 

As no one made any objection, the bell 
was rung, and Tim reappeared, bearing 
with him another bottle. This likewise 
vanished in a trice, and Tim was again 
summoned. 

"Bring some more claret,". said the 
master to the man, or rather boy,'s he 
was called, though twice as old as any of 
the party. J 

At this instant I caught my companion's 
eye; and I could see he was becoming alive 
to the plot against him; so much so, in
deed, that he seemed to be preparing to 
rise. The following conversation, however, 
attracted his attention, and fixed him to 
his seat. 

"Well, Tim, what are you gaping at? 
Why don't you run for the cIar't?" 

"I didn't know," replied the other, 
"whether you'd like to use the whole of it." 

"Use the whole of it!" exclaimed his 
master; "what does the boy mean? What 
are you at, Tim 1" 

VOL. I.-SERIES II. _ P 
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"Oh, sir," quoth the well-instructed 
rogue, "I knew you came here only for 
a short time, and as the wine you brought 
was but little, I didn't know but you might 
wish not to use it all entirely to-day." 
And then he whispered something in his 
master's ear, the words of which we could 
not distinguish. The reply, however, 
shewed, or seemed to shew, what had been 
said. 

" Nonsense, Tim, non8ense! you're an 
ass, m&!l; bring it up." 

Tim accordingly disappeared, but soon 
returned with a basket apparently full of 
straw; at the bottom of which, however, 
after some considerable shew of hunting, a 
couple of bottles were said to be found. 

" Confound you, Tim ;is this all 1" said 
the host. 

" It is, sir," lied Tim; "and in faith, 
sir," added he, still lying, "it's one more 
bottle than I thought there was j for there 
was but a dozen when we started from 
Derry a week ago; and you know, sir, you 
and the collector on last Tuesday --" 

But the catalogue of circumstances 
which were intended to act as buttresses 
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to Master Tim's inventions, was cut short 
by a peremptory order to leave the room. 
This he did 80 soon as he had made a cir- . 
cumbendibus to escape notice, and depo
sited the basket behind his master's chair, 
muttering, as he put it down with a 
thump, 
. "There's as good a couple of bottles of 

wine as ever was uncorked." 
The fresh broach was, indeed, so. deli

cious, that we could hardly believe it was 
of the same vintage as. that of the pre
vious bin, though our host assured us 1t 
was • the identical: At all events, under 
its genial inspiration, the glorious sun, 
which was just touching the tops of the 
hills above Rathmullin, seemed already 
becoming doubly glorious, and the whole 
landscape more brilliant than ever. 

Tim's basket well merited a still higher 
. eulogium than he had given it; but while 
his reputation as a judge of wine rose, his 
character for veracity fell in about the same 
proportion, since we beheld, in due season, 
not merely two, but three, and' at last a 
fourth long-necked gentleman from Bour
deau emerge from under the straw! 
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The trick played upou us by these con
federates was now apparent enough; but 
the wine, fortunately, was of that light 
and pure kind which does not produce 
much effect on strong heads, and that of 
my companion was proof a"o-ainst far greater 
tria1J than this. He was, indeed, perfectly 
aware of what was passing; and though 
dearly loving the wine (which he told me 
afterwards was superior to any he had ever 
before tasted), and thirsting vehemently 
for. more, yet he had no notion of being 
made tipsy by means of a common-place 
coneert between host and butler. He there
fore rose to leave the room, expecting, of 
course, to be forcibly detained, or, at all 
events, he reckoned upon being begged 
and entreated to sit down a,,"11in. 
~ot a whit! The wily native knew his 

man exactly, and, nstead of arresting his 
guest by force or by supplication, merely 
observed to him, that if he had a mind to 
admire the prospect, there was still day
light enough to command a view down the 
bay from the little knoll on the right. The 
Englishman was sorely puzzled by all this. 
He saw there was nODe of the detention 
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he expected would be practised-upou.4i.n,., 
and yet he had a strong consciousneer'l 
that he was undergoing the operation. well 
known afloat and ashore by the title pC 
'the game of humbug.' At the same time, 
he felt. the most eager desire to take an
other good pull at the claret. 

There was no wine before us at this 
critical juncture (>f the evening, and our
landlord, who, most unaccountably, seem
ed indifferent to this material circumstance, 
went on prosing for a quarter of an hout
about Protestant ascendency, the eternal 
siege of Derry, the battle of the Boyne, 
and such-like stale topics. At length 
one of the company, whose interest in 
these subjects resembled that of a man' 
who has Dever looked through a telescope 
when listening to the conversation: of a 
company of astronomers, became sOIn~ 
what impatient, and, .watching for ,~ 
pause, asked his host i£i~t -were. the cus~. 
tom in Ireland to discuss Orange politics' 
with empty glasses 1 

"God bless me I" cried the other, wit4 
well-feigned surprise, "is there .DO wine 
on the table 1" and ringing the bell f'lri-
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ously, scolded poor Tim so naturally that 
the confederate was almost thrown out. 

" Well! you numskull, why don't you 
make off with you, and bring something 
for the gentlemen to drink 1" 

Tim stood fast till interrogated a second 
time, and then replied, wit1~ perfect gra-

- vity,- that there was not another drop of 
wine in the house, swearing by all manner 
of saints to the truth of his assertion. 
. Upon this the master got up in a rage, 

and brushing past the servant, declared his 
intention of searching the cellar himself. 
He was absent some time; and before he 
came back, we had prevailed on our hesi
tating companion to sit down again. Just 
as the stranger took his place, and as if 
there had been som~ electrical communi
cation between his chair and the handle 
of the door, it opened, and in walked our 
generous entertainer, exulting in his suc
cess, crowing like chanticleer, and bearing 
in each hand a couple of bottles, clicking 
against each other; while Tim, with a 
degree of impudence equalled only by that 

• of his master, substituted clean glasses, ofa 
_ still more capacious swallow than the first. 
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To these were added two pair of candles 
'which towered high above the jolly crew, 
and promised to last till another dawn 
should look in upon our revels. By this 
time the twilight had almost entirely 
ebbed away, and was succeeded by that 
cheerful, aurora-kind of brilliancy in the 
sky, which points out the place of the sun 
during the whole of his summer night's 
joum~y in those high latitudes. Politics 
dropped out of the conversation by general 
consent, for the joyous juice of the grape 
soon melted us all into one mind; and a 
hundred topics of more pleasing interest 
were started, in which the strangers could 
join without fear of any angry discussion. 
I will not say that 'these were debated 
without warmth, for the mirth and ani- , 
mation of the company rose very pleasantly 
as each fresh bottle found its way by some 
magical process to the table. But I must 
own it was sometimes rather difficult to 
tell who were the listeners amongst us, or 
to say who was guest and who landlord, 
for the party seemed like a circle of bro
thers, all equally at home. 

This went on for an indefinite length 
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of time, but I should be . the veriest con
juror on earth to say how long. Through 
the hazy atmosphere 'Of my recollection of 
that jolly- evening, I remember that about 
eleven o'clock, more or less, our-host was' 
enchanted almost beyond the power of 
words' with seeing. his wine so much re
lished, and tickled also with . the good 
joke of having succeeded, as he imagined; 
in throwing the suspicious Englishman off 
his guard, and making him drink just as 
much wine as he, the Irishman, thought 
fit to impose. On this occasion, however, 
he inverted the- proverb, and reckoned 
without his guest; for, by one imprudent 
remark, he had well nigh tom the laurels 
from his brow. 

I " Well, sir!" he exclaimed; !' although 
this is the' first day you ever set foot on 
the island, you have seen enough, I hope, 
to satisfy you that we are not quite such 
savages as you supposed. Political liberty 
we have not got, it is true; but liberty 
hall is the true title of every Irish gentle
man's dining-l'Oom i there's no compul
sion here, you must see very clearly." 

It was but "little, however, that my 



VOYA(}ES AND TRAVELS. 73 

English friend could now see very clearly 
of any thing, for by this hour both the 
physical and moral optics of the company 
were mystified out of all -distinctfocuEi of 
adjustment; and the above premature an
nouncement of victory, on .the part of the 
native, hurried back, aU the·strariger's 
suspicions that he was speedily to be made 
a martyr at the shrine' of old Bacchus. 
Fired with this idea, he: started· on his' 
feet, and eyeing the door for a long time 
before he ventured on the voyage, wi~ a; 

bold determination, and taking a good 
departure from his chair, he gained his 
port. He had, undoubtedly, ·expected to 
be lugged back again; for he whisked the 
tails of his coat out. of reach, while, with 
his other hand OD the lock of. the door,. 
and swaying himself about from side. to 
side, like a ship in a. calm, I he stood the 
very image of tottering equi1ihrium~ as 
the mathematicians call it. "" . 

Our adroit landlord, who. was hot :a. 
man to shrink from difficulties, mustered 
to his aid all the resources of a long well,;" 
practised hospitality, and gallantly met 
this great occasion. It is true, he had 
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now some three or four bottles of wine 
under his girdle more than when he and 
Tim had tricked the party about the 
poverty of the cellar, just as the sun 
was going down. That manreuvre, and· 
all other similar devices, were, of course, 
exhausted; so he took another line, and 
called out, 

" Oh, you're off, are you ?-wish you 
joy--"":you'll find the ladies in the draw
ing-room. I think I hear the tinkle of 
the piano: I prefer the tinkle of the glass. 
Pray tell the damsels we are coming, by 
and by: mind you say' by and by.' I 
don't like to be too particular, for fear 
of seeming rude; don't you see 1" 

This speech was wound up by a tele
graphic flourish of the hand towards Tim, 
who stood near, with a bottle between his 
feet, the screw buried in the cork, and 
his body bent to the effort, which he only 
delayed to exercise till ordered by his 
master. 

" Out with him, man! out with the 
cork!" cried the host. The loud report 
which succeeded rang over the apartment, 
like the sweetest music to the souls of the 
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ever-thirsty company. Tun's thunder was 
echoed back by a tmly bacchanalian shout, 
such as nothing on earth can give proper 
emphasis to, except a double allowance of 
claret. The Englishman, fairly subdued 
by the sound, glided again to the table; 
then seizing his brimming glass in one 
hand, and grasping the fist of his merry 
host in the other, he roared out, 

" You really are an uncommon good 
fellow; and hang me if ever I distrust an 
Irishman again as long as I live!" j 

But within three minutes afterwards 
this promise was broken; for as soon as 
we had discussed the bottle which the in
comparable Tim had so opportunely intro
duced, the master of the house, seeing us 
at length quite at his mercy, and eager to 
go on, rose, and said, to our great amaze, 

.. Come! we've had wine enough; let's 
join the ladies in the next room." 

The disappointed company stared at one 
another, and loudly proclaimed that it 
was not fair to limit us in this way. The 
Englishman in particular wished to re
main; but our host was inexorable. Mean
while, Timothy grinned from ear to ear, 
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familiar with his' master's tricks upon 
travellers; and the landlord deliberately 
opening the door, marched off the field 
of battle with flying colours. 

As we moved. along to the drawing
room, my companion whispered to me, 

.U .1 must own, I have been well served 
for my suspicions. I made quite certain 
of being bullied into drinking more than 
was agreeable to me; but it turns out," 
added he, laughing, " quite. the reverse; 
for I cannot get a drop of wine, now that 
I want it." 

. " Well! well!" cried our hospitable 
friend, who overheard the. conclusion of 
this remark, "you shall do as you please 
ever'after this evening." 

.. He ·then shewed us to a couple of snug 
~oms; which he said were ours, as long 
as. we chose to occupy them. 

For the rest, I went off to the Giant's 
Causeway in the eourseof next day; and 
on returning, at the end of a week, fouud 
that my friend, instead of. cutting the 
connexion, according to promise, had not 
once been' out of sight of the house, and 
bad never been asked to drink a bottle, 
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or even a glass, more than he liked. lIe 
declared, indeed, that he had rarely, in 
any country, met with persQ.ns so .truly 
hospitable, or more gentlemanlike,oF so 
perfectly reasonable, in the· truest sense 
of these words, than accident had thrown 
him in the way of becoming acquainted 
with, in what, previously, he had con
sidered a region inhabited almost by a 
different set of beings from his own coun
trymen. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE .FA.RMERS· SOCIETY. 

IT would be doing scrimp justice, how
ever, to the dear Green Island, were it 
not to be mentioned, that in some districts, 
and amongst certain tribes of the merry 
natives, a few rough touches of the ancient 
manners are still preserved entire, to the 
great amusement of the parties themselves, 
and to the high edification, no doubt, of 
such novices as myself in the mysteries of 
hard drinking. 

Not very long after the occurrence above 
related, in which Tim and his master 
quizzed the strangers in such good style, 
I had occasion to visit a city at some dis
tance from Lough Swilly. I was charged 
by my friends in Scotland to make in
quiries into various topics, particularly 
that of Fiorin; and having soon become 
acquainted with the late Dr. Richard
son, readily obtained all the information 
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required from that enthusiastic advocate 
for the cultivation of the grass just 
named. Before I set out for Port Rush, 
the head-quarters of Fiorin cultivation, a 
merry friend of mine hearing me ask some 
questions about corn~rops, hay~rops, and 
such matters, begged to know if I should 
not like to be introduced to the Farmers' 
Society of their good city; "for there," 
said he, " you will meet with all the best
informed agriculturists of the country." 
Of course, I gladly accepted his offer, and 
that ·of his companionship to the Society'S 
dinner on that very day. AB we walked 
to the house, which I think lay about a 
mile or 80 beyond the limits of the town, 
I taxed my memory for all the queries 
which had been put to me on the subject 
ofCarming, resolving to apply these at the 
most fitting moments, and rejoicing over 
the famous opportunity I now had of reap
ing a grand harvest of information, at a 
small cost of trouble~ 

On we tru~ooed to a pretty little coun
try iun, which we reached just as the 
dinner was rattling on the table. The 
party consisted of a dozen persons, or there 
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may have been a dozen and a half, as 
pleasant men, in. their way, as could be 
met with. Before the repast was over, I 
chanced to ask. my treacherous friend, 
next whom I was placed, some questions 
on the subject of turnip husbandry. He 
heard me out, and laughed exceedingly; 
but instead of answering, called out to the 
chairman of the meeting, 

" I beg to inform you, sir, that the gen
tle1p.an on my right wishes to know whether 
we in the north of Ireland pull up our 
turnips, or let them remain in the ground, 
as in East Lothian, for the sheep to eat 1 
Now, sir, I take this to be an agricultural 
question, don't you 1" 

" Certainly it is," replied the presi-
dent. . 

" Undoubtedly agricultural!" cried out 
the rest of the company; upon which, 
turning to the waiter, the chairman said, 
in a chuckling and delighted tone, 

" Boy! take the glass to Mr. Hall, the 
strange gentleman there." 

Accordingly, a glass,· not very much 
above the ordinary size, was handed to· 
me, and straightway filled with whisky-
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toddy. This I was required by the pre
sident to drink oft'instantly. 

It On what compulsion 1 and where
fore 1" I asked, laughing, with the glass 
at my lips. . 

It Oh!" exclaimed he, '1 on no compul
sion at all, my dear sir; for this, you must 
know, is Liberty Hall. Do exactly as you 
please, only conforming. to the laws of the 
Association; th{tt is to say," continued the 
president, grinning, It you will of course 
see the obvious propriety of complying wit;!t 
the fixed rules of the Farmers' Society, 
one or the strictest of which very pr~ 
perly is, that no one present shall allude 
to the subject of agriculture, much less 
discourtle upon it, as you have done, or 
ask any questions 1" . 

There was a national comicality about 
this queer rule which was of course quite 
unanswerable; so I paid the penalty, and 
drank off the punch, without further de
lay; for it was admirable in its ingre
dients, and, what is almost as important; 
admirably concocted. 

I had no sooner emptied the glass, than 
I was ordered to fill and swallow another 

VOL. I.-SERIES II. G 
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bumper, as,a ,fine for having used the left 
hand instead of the right; and when I 
remonstrated against the injustice of fining 
a,man for breaking laws, of the existence 
of which he had never before heard, the 
president said, with mock gravity, 

" Do you really suppose, sir, that such 
an excuse as not knowing the existence of 
a law against hog-stealing would help you 
in a court of justice, if you were to run off 
with a pig?" 'The reasoning was again 
unanswerable, so down went the drink. 

Good whisky-punch, well made, is cer.,. 
tainly, of all the tipples ever invented by 
mortal man, the most insinuating and the 
most loving, because, more than any other, 
it disposes the tippler to be pleased with 
himself. It brightens his hopes, assuages 
his sorrows, crumbles down 'hisdifficul
ties, softens the hostility of his enemies, 
and, in fact, inclines him, for the time being, 
to think generously of all mankind, at the 
tip-top of which it naturally and good
naturedly places his own dear self,' with a 
glass in one hand and a mug in the other, 
:without a wish ungratified, and as unsus
piCious of evil as if not a single drop of 
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gall, or a sprig of wormwood, existed on 
the face of the earth! 

My merry agricultural friends, who 
knew all the depths and shallows of the 
most delightful of all navigations, that 
of a punch-bowl, were well aware that 
if they could, by any means, get the un
wary stranger to pass a certain point of 
moderation, no additional impulse on their 
part would be required to bring about the 
grand consummation they aimed at, and 
which they· were all the more bent upon] 
from seeing me a little on my guard. . 

It need scarcely be told that I failed, 
and that they succeeded in making me 
enter their trap. I have, indeed, only 
a very confused impression of the whole 
scene; but I do remember seeing the hands 
of the clock dancing a jig about the hour 
of twelve, and have some faint recol
lection of being made to· drink at least 
three times to the glorious and immortal 
memory of King \Villiam III., merely 
because I could not find articulation or 
reflection enough to repeat, without tri~ 
ping, an immense long tail to this royal 
and 10YII:I Orange toast. 
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, The first distinct image which remains 
on my mind of this after-dinner scene is 
what the architects call a 'plafond' view 
of the table; that is, such a prospect of 
its uuder surface as can be obtained only 
by the spectator lying flat on his back upon 
the floor. I could discover that there was 
singing going on above me, and much 
rattling of glass. I could also detect the 
well-known sound of the toddy, in the act 
of being poured from one mug'to another, 
the only genuine method of mixing the 
terrestrial ingredients which go to the 
formation of this most perfect of celestial 
beverages. Its sole rival seems to be the 
delicious iced sherbet of the torrid zone, 
when eagerly quaffed, at some sleepless 
midnight, on Choultry Plain, with the 
thermometer at 1000, and the arid land
wind drifting over the ground, like the 
air of a blast-furnace, from the red-hot 
sands of the Carnatic. 

Be that as it may, I contrived to crawl 
out, unseen, between two chairs, across 
which a worthy agriculturist was stretch
ed, like one of his own sheep ready for 
the market, with his hands touching the 
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floor on one side, his feet on the other. 
I escaped to the garden, and there walked 
or rolled about, for half an hour, some
what in the style of a Portsmouth wherry 
on the Spit, at the meeting of the tides. 
The evening was mild and beautiful, and 
the clear fresh air revived, though it 
failed to steady me. At last, deep in the 
night, the party broke up, the sleepers 
were awakened, and off we . all set on our 
return to ,the city. We made such ~ig
zag traverses along the road, that ~d 
quadrilles been known in those days, the 
passengers might have imagined we were 
practising for the ensuing county baU. 
Not content with these vagaries.in the 
I fair way,' we must needs mount upon 
the top of the sea.wall; one side of which, 
towards the road, was. not above a yard 
high; but the other, looking outwards, 
might be twenty or thirty perpendicular 
feet from the beach; while the top was 
only four or five feet in breadth. The 
least gay of the party pronounced vehe
mently against this route; but the quality 
of whisky, as I have before observed, being 
to level difficulties and hide dangers, the 
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precipice towards the sea appeared hardly 
high enough or steep enough for the mag
nanimous courage of our agriculturists, 
some of whom kept coasting along the 
outer 'edge of the parapet, within the 
breadth of a fUlTow, as they said, of the 
ne.xtworld,solely to augment· the risk, 
and so to do honour to the generous spirit 
by which they were moved. 

Such are the sort of pranks which Pat 
is apt to divert himself withal, when he 
has no real business in hand, or when his 
duties, pUQlic or domestic, do not claim 
his serious attention. It is true, he is 
sometimes a wild hand' enough to deal 
with, even when not a drop of the cratur 
has passed his lips; but he is not a whit 

'more so; I verily believe, than either En
glish, Scotch; or Welshman, when fairly 
roused into action by. motives suitable to 
his peculiar national temperament. We 
have hardly any seamen in the fleet who 

, are more sober and: orderly, or who, when 
. properly managed, are more docile and 
amenable to really good discipline, than 
the Irish. Perhaps it may occasionally 
happen that there is a difficulty in getting 
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Paddy to see things in the particular light 
in which we wish him. to view them, or, 
as we say, to make him cast with his head 
on the right tack; but there is no man 
who performs more or better work when 
once this is accomplished. 

I reme~ber being much struck with 
this peculiarity of the Irish character some 
years after the period of the farmers' feast 
above described. Indeed, 1 have not in
frequently been puzzled in Ireland to re
cognise the same individual when ~aa~ 
. in transacting important affairs, and when 
he allowed himself to relax after the serious 
work was over. 

In the autumn of the year 1817, on re
turning from India with important de
spatches on board, I reached the chops 
of the British channel, in command of a 
sloop-of-war. So confident were we of 
reaching Spithead in a day or two at 
furthest, that my travelling trunk was 
packed, and best boots polished, ready for 
a start to town. But, just as we expected 
to strike soundings, the wind shifted to 
the eastward, and we were blown off so 
far to sea, that we were well nigh starved. 
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After much beating about,. we succeeded 
in reaching the west coast ,of Ireland, ha.., 
rassed to the last degree. I landed with 
my despatches, accompanied. by several 
passengers, at the little town of Bantry, 
which gives its name to a splendid estuary, 
perhaps the finest in the world, and one 
:which must rise into immense importance 
whenever the present heartless and syste
matic agitations of Ireland shall be allowed 
to subside, and that magnificent portion of 
the ,empire shall have become as much an 
integral part of England as the banks of 
the Forth and Clyde. have so happily been 
rendered by the permanent, and c,ordial, 
and mutually beneficial union of the lesser 
with the greater country. 

There happened to be a fair at Bantry; 
and it so fell .out, that just as we landed, 
a furious battle with shillelahs was com
mencing close to the beach; so that we 
had before us the actual representation of 
a scene which 'we had often heard de
scribed, but never really witnessed. A 
householder, why or wherefore we could 
not find out, had refused to pay certain 
tQ,xes or municipal duties., On intimation 
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being given' him, that upon· a certain day 
his furniture and other ·goods would be 
distrained, he prepared to do any thing 
rather than submit. At all events, he 
was resolved to have a fight for it. Such 
was the story we were told on landing, 
as to the cause of the wild uproar which 
saluted us. 

The owner of the house laid his plans 
with some degree of that military skill 
which all men acquire in a turbulent 
country. He prevailed on a dozen or 
twenty of his friends to stow themsel~es 
away in his rooms, and, at a given signal~ 
when the officers of governmeut were in 
full pursuit of the articles named in their 
bond, they started up, shillelah in hand; 
and played crack! crack! crack! to the 
right and left. Twenty heads were broken 
in less than twenty seconds. As we jump
ed out of our boat, delighted to touch the 
ground after so long a voyage, these were 
the first sounds which greeted our ears, 
mixed up with loud cheers by the diC,": 
ferent parties, as victory swerved from 
side to side. 

It was difficult for persons, so ignorant 
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as we were of such things, to believe that 
so much execution could be done in such 
a short period. - Before we reached the 
brow of the hill, howeverlwhich over
looked the village, an interval of only a 
few minutes, it was all ended. On our 
way we encountered four or five of the 
wounded, preciously mauled to be sure, 
in charge of a reserve party of officers, 
who, suspecting the ambush, had assem
bled in readiness to support the first -
detachment. 

This episode, added to the ordinary 
bustle and business in a fair, caused us 
the greatest difficulty in getting away from 
the town. No carriages or horses were to 
be hired, at any price; and I really know 
not what we should have done, had not a 
gentleman, seeing our distress', dismounted 
from his horse, and, prevailing on one or _ 
two others to do the same, kindly offered 
them to us, that we might proceed without 
further delay to Skibbereen, the nearest 
town through which the mail passed. 

It was after sunset before we left the
uproarious scene at Bantry, the sounds 
of which we could trace long after we left 
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the village; and by the time we reached 
our destination it was dark, or nearly so. 
On alighting from our nags at the inn 
door, a gentleman stepped forward; and, 
with the air of a person who has been_ 
waiting for some friends, addressed us in 
these words: 

" You're welcome, at last, gentlemen! 
I hope, indeed, you may not be too late; 
the piece is just about to commence, and 
there is much difficulty about places; so 
come along !" .~ 

All this being Hebrew to us, we begged 
to k.now what was required, conceiving 
that we must be mistaken for some other 
party. 

" Oh, no, gentlemen, it's not a bit of a 
mistake! I discovered at first sight that 
you were just landed, and I thought you 
would surely like to see the play, which is 
now acting, or soon to be acted, with great 
applause in the Court House. Strolling 
theatricals they are (not a regular com
pany-we don't sport that yet), but very 

. good ones of their kind; so come along, 
as the place is crammed full to the ceiling 
already. Nevertheless, there'll always 
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be room for strangers~ which you will 
soon perceive." 

As the coach was not to pass for .some 
hours, and no post-liorses could be pro
cured, we yielded to our obliging friend's 
entreaties, and proceeded, booted and 
spur·red, and as we were, to the theatre. 
With much difficulty we reached the 
bottom of the stairs, the ascent of which 
appeared an utter impossibility. At length 
our guide made himself heard; and the 
moment the crowd were informed that 
the party consisted of strangers, a lane 
was formed, and we reached the uppel'" 
door, The same magical words had the 
effect of displacing several gentlemen in 
the best paN of the house, and we pre
sently found ourselves seated in the midst 
of some very pleasant company, in good 
time for the curtain drawing Up'. Our 
friendly pilot now left us, saying, that 
although he had got us in, he could not 
stay himself; 'fbut," whispered he, "after 
the play, come you to the Harp and 
Crown, and there you'll find supper ready, 
all piping hot for you, and beds with well., 
toasted sheets, and places secured in the 
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eoach; so give yourselves no manner of 
concern about the future, but enjoy the 
play and the society about you." 

Our friend proved himself even better 
than his word; for he contrived to hire 
a chaise for me and my despatches, by 
which means I was enabled to set off In 
the middle of the night. On reaching 
Cork, I found that I had. exhausted all 
my cash, and had not wherewithal to 
prosecute the journey: but as a couple of 
my own quarterly-pay bills were safe in 
my pocket, it seemed impossible tMre 
eould be any difficulty in getting money. 
On proceeding to the nearest bank, and 
presenting my government bills, the gen
tlemen in the office handed them from 
one to the other, held them to the light, 
whispered amongst themselves, inspected 
me in no very agreeable style, and at 
length said, they were really very sorry, 
but they could not give me money for 
this paper. 

II It is very strange," I said. "In no 
part of the world in which I have ever 
been is any species of document represent
ing money preferred to this." 
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" That may be, sir, but we can't help 
it; we cannot give you cash." 

I went to another and another bank, 
-but all to no purpose; tried mine host 
of the Red Lion,' but he shook his head 
very distrustfully. I was sorely per
plexed, and thought of going to the mili
tary commandant, but, unfortunately, he 
bad left the city. In the morning ofthat 
day, after coming from Skibbereen, I had, 
of course, proceeded to Cove, about twenty 
miles from Cork, to report myself to the 
naval commander-in-chief; but as I had 
no doubt about the facility of getting money 
for government bills, I never dreamed, 
when there, of asking the Admiral to in
dorse them. As many hours must have 
been lost in returning all the way to Cove, 
I retraced -my steps to one of the banks 
I . had before attacked, and tried all my 
eloquence; but they were still obdurate, 
and I marched back to the street in de
spair. On my way to the inn, I was 
overtaken by one of the partners of the 
firm. . 

" Were you never in Cork before 1" 
he asked; "and if so, don't you know 
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anyone in the city who could identify 
you 1" 

Before I could answer his question, he 
saw that I was hurt at his suspicions, and 
called out, 

" Nay! nay! don't be angry, now, nor 
colour up, nor fly in a passion. There 
is no harm in being an object of sus
picion, provided no injury is done you. 
And, for my part, I, individually, believe 
you really are the officer you represent 
yourself to be; and if the worst comes to 
the worst, you shall have the money to put 
you on your way; but I would rather go 
through with the affair in a business-like 
manner." 

" 'VeIl," I said, "that is kind enough. 
I was once in Cork for a single day, six 
years ago, when I made acquaintance with 
Counsellor O'Brien." 

" In that case," cried he, evidently 
much relieved, "the matter will BOon be 
settled, for here is the very street in which 
the gentleman lives: let us call upon 
him." 

As ill luck would have it, this person, 
the only man I was acquainted with in 
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Cork, had that moment rode off from the 
door. 

" There's a plague," said the banker, 
resuming his embarrassed air; "for, to be 
quite frank with you, we have lately been 
so griev~usly taken in by" a swindler, who, 
pretending to be a naval officer, forged 
and passed off a considerable number of 
bills similar to those in your hand, that 
I fear you will find it next to impossible 
to negotiate them." 

While I was pondering over this di
lemma, and pacing up and down the 
streets with my friendly banker, he sud~ 
deDly stopped, and, turning round, called, 
or rather shouted, 

" Oh! now I think I have it! Did 
not you ~say, my good sir, that you were 
charged with despatches to the Govern..; 
ment, about the Mahratta war? 'Where 
are they? let me have a look at them." 

This brilliant idea gave new life to the 
transaction, and away we trotted to the 
inn. The desk was speedily opened; 
Admiral Sir Richard King's orders, and 
Governor Elliott of Madras's despatches, 

. produced, with a whole bagful of packets 
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from Calcutta, the Isle of France, the 
Cape, and St. Helena. 

" Quite enough! quite enough!" al
most screamed out the delighted man of 
cash. "You shall have the money, sir! 
you shall have the money!· and that right 
speedily; and along with it many apologies 
for all this trouble, and detention, and 
suspicion; and perhaps we may end our 
acquaintance in a way you little think of: 
but of that we11 talk by and by." 

" In the meani!me," I said, "you must 
sit down and take your dinner with u!"; 
though I dare swear it is famously over .. 
cooked, since it is a couple of hours past 
the time it was ordered." 

" No, no!" he cried, " I must run off'to 
catch the money before the chest is locked ; 
besides, I do not like to do things by 
halves. Take your dinner, and you'll see 
me here again in due time." 

\Ve did as he ad vised; ate our dinner, 
paid the bill, ordered the chaiSe round, 
and sat in readiness for a start, the mo
ment the means of greasing the wheels, 
as my friend aptly called it, should be 
put in my possession. 

VOL. I.-SERIES II. B 
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Ere long, this most considerate of 
friends in need re-appeared, with the 
money in separate parcels; one of which 
held notes, another guineas, and a third 
change in silver. He made me count it 
all carefully, "and then received from me 
the bills of exchange, which I signed 
before him. 

" Now, my very kind sir," said I, hold
ing out my hand, "let me thank you 
most sincerely for the essential service you 
have done me; and pray believe that I 
shall have no greater pleasure in the world 
than in being of use to you, if ever it lies 
in my power." 

" N otso fast! not so fast!" cried he, 
affecting to refuse the proffered hand, " for 
I have a shrewd apprehension that, in spite 
of all these grateful assurances, you will 
make a demur at the very first, and per
haps the only favour I shall ever ask you, 
or have the means of asking you, in my 
life." 

" What's that 1" I demanded. 
" Neither more nor less," he replied, 

laughing, "than that you should now give 
me the pleasure of your company over a 
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bowl of punch, which I, who am allowed 
to be the best mixer in the county of Cork, 
will concoct in two or three minutes." 

H But don't you think," said I, " as I 
have public and important despatches to 
carry, and have already lost so much time, 
that I really ought to be proceeding to 
Dublin as fast as four horses can carry 
me 1" 

H There, now!" he exclaimed, "did not 
I say that you would make a difficulty 
about granting me ~he first and only favour 
I ever should have occasion to ask yod? 
Besides, I don't at all understand your 
insinuating that time can ever be lost in 
drinking good punch; and lastly, but not 
least, I beg you to bear in mind, that 
but for me, you must either have been 
sticking here in the inn, or trudging down 
to the Cove, to beg pecuniary assistance 
from your Admiral. All which reasons 
you may lay before my Lords ~ommis
sioners for executing the office of Lord 
High Admiral, if you should be called 
upon to account for the delay; but out 
of this room, without discussing a bowl, 
depend upon it you shall not start! Kelly," 
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he exclaimed, "Joe Kelly, man, get the 
things; and, d'ye hear, the best mate
rials." 

So, as there was now left no possible 
mode of tlscape, down we sat. 

He had promised to complete his incan
tations in two minutes, but I am confident 
he occupied a good quarter of an hour in 
performing this apparently simple opera
tion, upon all the details of which he de
scanted most learnedly; assuring his com
pany that it was not the quality, or even 
proportions of the magical ingredients, so 
much as the exact attention to the best 
method of putting them together, that 
constituted the grand secret of manufac
turing a prime bowl. On our expressing 
some doubts as to the possibility of all this, 
he pushed the goodly vessel into the mid
dle of the table, drew back his chair, and 
exclaimed, "111 let you take a note of 
every thing I put in, and you may imi-

• tate me in all these movements; but I'll 
bet you ten to one your punch will not be 
worth drinking." And then he added, 
almost shouting with delight, as he sip
ped his own mixture, " No, sir, no! 
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it's utterly impossible: . I defy YOIl and all 
the rest of the world combined to make 
such an elegant mess as that!" 

It was, indeed, glorious i beyond the be
lief of inexperienced mortals. Much as. I 
had been enchanted by the sublime toddy 
of the North, I was forced to own, in spite 
of my intoxicating recollections, then still 
fresh, after an interval of half-a-dozen busy 
years, that the punch of the South was 
the superior tipple of the two. 

But what surprised me most, was the 
ex.traordinary and sudden change whieh 
had been wrought in the appearance of 
our worthy friend. Instead of the straight
forward, dry, calculating, cautious, and 
painfully-formal man of accounts and se
curities, with whom I had been in discus
sion half the day, here sat a jovial, reck
less, hearty, and totally unreserved boon 
companion, whose whole faculties ap
peared absorbed in a punch-bowl. This 
transmutation was begun and completed 
the very instant our money transactions 
were ended. The ink of my signature 
to the bills was not well dry, before he 
clapped his hands, sung out in a new key 
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for 'the materials,' as he called them, 
and commenced the grand brewing, with 
a degree of energy of character, and cer
tainty of purpose; which, I trust and 
hope, must, long ere this, have made his 
fortune. 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE ADMIRALTY LIST. 

IN the midst of these gay doings, which 
were all very well for a time, but. rather 
profitless on the whole, 1 was suddenly 
called upon either at once to takeadvan
tage of, or altogether to lose, an extreme
ly favourable opening for promotion. bhe 
late Sir Samuel Hood, on being appointed . 

. commander-in-chief of the East India sta
tion, was applied. to by my friends,. and 
agreed to. take me with him as one of his 
lieutenants. His list of proteges, he said, 
was a long one, and I must come in last; 
yet, as he promised. to assist me in my 
tum, after. his old followers were pro
vided for, .there could not be a moment's 
doubt on the occasion. In his letters, the 
Admiral dwelt very strongly on. the im
portanceof having the name of his young 
friend, as he was good enough to call me, 

. placed likiwise on the Admiralty List. 
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'The purpose of this advice is easily 
explained. The Admiral on a foreign 
station is allowed actually to appoint, or 
promote, to certain vacancies only, any 
officer whom he pleases, who, of course, 
must be technically eligible; while on the 
occurrence of all other vacancies except 
those, which are thus specifically placed 
at the Admiral's own disposal, he is posi
tively instructed, from home, who are the 
particular officers to be named, and in 
what order they shall be taken. Hence 
this document is called the Admiralty 
List. People say, and I rather believe 
with truth, that the fortunate names 
which figure on it are written in the very 
autograph of the First Lord, who in this 
way retains in his own safe keeping the 
important key which unlocks the door of 
promotion, so difficult to open, and which 
so few, alas, 'Can enter of all those poor 
wretches who claim admission! 

In former times, whatever it be now, 
the Admirals abroad were allowed to 
appoint officers of their own selection to 
vacancies occasioned by death, or by the 
sentence of a court-martial; while they 
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were instructed to nominate those persons 
only who stood on the Admiralty List to 
such vacancies as arose from officers fall
ing sick and invaliding; from the acces
sion of ships captured and purchased into 
the service; from officers deserting (which 
strange event has sometimes happened); 
or from the squadron being increased by 
ships built and launched on the station. 
I do not immediately remember any 
other source of vacancy. But as these 
last enumerated are, generally speaking, 
of much more freqnent occurrence ~ 
those which fall to the Admiral's peculiar 
share, by deaths or courts-martial, an 
officer on the Admiralty List has a pro
portionately better ehanceof promotion 
than one who stands merely on that of 
the commander-in-ehief. 

These two lists, that or the Admiral's 
own private friends, and that· or the Ad
miralty, differ essentially in one material 
reature of their construction. . As a matter 
of course, the Admiral's list posse..ases some 
degree of stability; since a place upon it 
is generally won by long service under 
his flag, and retained there by personal 
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esteem or family connexion. An Admiral's 
follower, indeed, far from being a term of 
reproach, is always one of honour, as it 
implies the confidence and regard of the 
flag-officer. To get placed, therefore, 
.however neal' the end, on the good 
books of a rising Admiral, or one likely 
to be much employed, is almost a certain 
road to promotion, provided the merit, 
or whatever it be, which first led. w 
this distinction, be sustained at the proper 
favour-pitch by steady private and public 
conduct. 

On the other hand, the whole history 
of the Admiralty List is kept a profound 
secret, or, what comes nearly to the same 
thing, is kept strictly out of sight of those 
it most concerns. It is well known to be 
formidably intricate in its arrangements, 
and very slippery in its promises; indeed, 
from the circumstance of its depending 
on the fluctuating interests of party poli
tics, and .the uncertainty of those calcula
~ons which regulate the balance of power 
amongst the conflicting statesmen of the 
day, it must be essentially pie-crusty in its 
texture. For it is sometimes thought in 
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the political world, that as much may be 
done (and occasionally a great deal more 
is attempted), by propitiating antagonists 
as by rewarding friends. How all this 
may be in sound principle, I cannot tell ; 
but nothing, in practice, can be more 
unsteady, or less to be relied upon, as 
I too well know, than this said Admiralty 
List. 'Vhether it be, as -we hear so often 
alleged, the single-handed work of the 
First Lord, the concocted labours of the_ 
whole cabinet, or the compound result of 
casual interference on the part of the F.irst 
Lord's collellooues at the Admiralty Board, 
I really know not. Probably all these 
influences, together with various others, 
some higher and some lower on the scale 
of government or opposition, co-operate 
in producing this naval state paper, _80 

important to th~ fate and fortunes of 
many a forlorn, hope-worn middy and 
lieutenant. It is perhaps wrong to make 
use of the word co-operate in the above 
sentence; for, in all likelihood, any actual 
agreement, properly so called, amongst 
the patronising parties, is a matter quite 
out of the question. The First Lord's 
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eventual decision, therefore, must always 
be what, in mechanics, is termed the re
sultant of many forces, urging his Jord
ship's pen in different directions. Even 
this would lead to less difficulty in practice 
than it probably does, if the political forces 
alluded to were constant in their direction, 
or uniform in the degree of their power; 
but who shall venture to predicate such 
stability of purpose in public life? 

Still, the advantages to an officer are very 
great of getting his name ou this precious 
little slip of paper, though it be a most 
unofficial-looking note sheet, as I can 
testify, from having once incidentally been 
afforded a glimpse of it, on which, to my 
bitter despair and horror, my own name 
was not! And if the Admiral of the sta
ti~n be also a personal friend, that source 
of favour, of course, adds another string 
to the young man's bow. Circumstances 
likewise occasionally arise which enable 
an Admiral, who has an officer's interest 
really at heart, to give him an extra lift 
at the right moment, and in the right 
direction, provided his name actually 
stands on the Admiralty List, even though 
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it be ever so low down. But these are 
deep mysteries, the details' of which I 
ahould not presume to unveil even were I 
one of the initiated. The bare allusion to 
them almost makes me tremble, though 
personally, Bnd for the time, removed from 
their awful influence. 

Before sailing for India, I accordingly 
took a world of pains to make out this 
grand point, tormented my friends and 
relations most wofully, and, as I con
ceived, with eventual success. A distinct. 
assurance was given to a near con
nexion of my own, and a member of par
liament, that my name would certainly 
stand on the First Lord's list, to be sent 
out to India in his Majesty's ship Volage, 
of which I had the farther good fortune to 
be appointed junior lieutenant. A change 
at the Admiralty was then confidently ex
pected; and I took every care, asI thought, 
to have it arranged that my name should 
not be omitted when the· new First Lord 
came into power, Bnd when, of course, 
another list would be sent to Sir Samuel 
Hood, then commander-in-chief in India, 
with the usual transpositions, exclusions, 
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and additions, incident to all such official 
changes. I fancied, good easy man, that 
in place of suffering any loss, I should 
have the benefit of this fresh shuffie of 
the political cards, and perhaps have my 
name brought much nearer to the top of 
the pack. 

Little dreamt I that, in the melee of 
official patronage and personal favour 
which shortly afterwards took place at 
head-quarters, my poor name would be 
dropped out altogether; still less did I 
imagine that it would cost me uearly a 
couple of years of most harassing corre
spondence, from the distance of ten or 
twelve thousand miles (half the girt of 
the globe), to set this apparently trivial 
matter to rights. The promises made in 
my behalf, I had then, and still have, every 
,eason to believe were uttered in good 
faith; but as no record happened to be 
made at the instant of the engagement, 
this item, so important to me, so insig
nificant to all the rest of the world, was 
swallowed up and lost in the huge ocean 
of business and patronage with which the 
unhappy new First Lord of the Admiralty 
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is always sure to be overwhelmed. The 
provoking consequence was, that I had the 
mortification, in India, of seeing sundry 
capital vacancies pass by, one after another, 
which, had I occupied even the very low 
place on the fresh list which I had filled 
on the old one, might have secured my 
promotion several years sooner than it 
came. That these broken engagements 
were entered into in perfect sincerity, was 
afterwards proved by the instant and full 
reparation which was made on the omis
sion being pointed out. So that even the 
evil· of this irritating delay, at first so 
blank and hopeless, was converted, more 
by judicious management on the part of 
my friends, than by patience on mine, 
into a greater benefit than if the original 
mistake had never occurred. 

The old Vol~ooe, in which we sailed for 
India, I am forced to confess, however 
reluctantly, was one of the least good
looking of all His Majesty'S ships and 
vessels then afloat. But by this time I 
cared not one fig for the looks of my 
ship, though, a month or two before, I 
should have considered it a point of 
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honour to maintain to the last the beauty 
of my frigate. I was delighted beyond 
measure to think that, at length, I was 
on the right road to promotion; and this 
satisfaction was more than doubled by 
finding the East was the region in which 
that great prize was to be sought for. 
No bucanier, indeed, ever" sought EI 
Dorados in the sky" with more fervour 
than I longed to visit those brilliant 
scenes, with which the youthful fancy is 
so richly stored by the perusal of the Ara
bian Nights, and other works of mingled 
reality and fiction; delicious stories, in 
which the most perfect truth of nature 
and of oriental manners is interwoven 
with so many imaginary circumstances of 
daring love-adventures, fierce conflicts, 
and preternatural agencies, that they irre
sistibly impart to the countries in which 
they are supposed to have occurred, a vivid 
and almost living interest, quite different, 
both in kind and degree, from any that 
can ever belong to scenes or incidents 
nearer home. 

There are, I believe, temperaments so 
unreasonably sanguine, linked to imagina-



VOYAGES AND TRAVELS. 1I3 

tions 80 fervent, that their previous ex~ 
pectations of India are sadly disappointed 
by the reality; and I will not pretend to 
aver that, in every instance, the pleasure 
I had promised to myself from visiting the 
East has come up to what was reckoned 
upon. But I can say, with perfect truth, 
that these occasions were 80 infrequent 
and uniniportant, that I cannot now, by 
any effort of memory, recall what, or when, 
or where, they {)ccurred. I succeeded, it 
is true, after some delay, in obtaining pr~ 
motion, which was the grand (private) ~p.. 
ject of the voyage; and that circumstance 
may have helped to rose~colour the whole 
scene. A considerable period was passed 
in India, however, before this affair was 
settled; and I well remember moments 
when I half dreaded even that long~desired 
event, from the chance of its taking me 
away from a country, the wonders, the 
beauties, and the luxuries of which I found 
had not been on~hundredth part eXBaust-

. ed by the active investigation of several 
years. On the contrary, all things appeared 
to gain only fresh interest the better they 
were known, and the more they were 

VOL. I.-BERIES II. 
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enjoyed. It is curious, and everyway 
interesting to observe, indeed, that the ge
nuine-novelty of almost every strange land, 
instead of being diminished or eXhausted, 
is actually augmented by inqUiry. With 
respect to the East in particular, the more 
closely' we' examine it, the more we be
come conscious of viewing a greater num
ber. of new objects. 
. Absolute novelty, it must also be re
membered, is not always a Source of plea
sure. There is generally a degree of con
fusion, arising, perhaps, from a difficulty 
of adjusting not only the optical but the 
mental focus, so as to see the truth, as it 
were, in correct perspective. The con
sciousness of ignorance with respect to the 
natural history, or other details, is also 
apt sometimes to interfere with the full 
relish of a totally new scene. There 
may be wonder, and even great delight, 
at the first appearance of such things; 
but their full merits are seldom under
stood, and, consequently, are not often 
duly felt, until a certain. degree of inter
course has placed us more on a footing 
of familiarity with them. In this respect, 
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the analogy between the slight or intimate 
acquaintance· we form with living persons, 
and that which we come to possess of the 
scenery and manners of foreign countries, 
is near enough to serve the purpose of 
illustration. 
. Although the men-of-war and their con
voy sailed from Spithead on the 25th of 
March, they did not reach Madeira till 
the 19th of April. It is always more 
teasing to be delayed at the outset. of a 
voyage than at any other stage of its 
course, just as it is mortifying and hurt
ful to be checked in the ·commencement 
of a. profession. In both cases, the influ
ence of early disappointment is apt enough 
to sour the rest of the career;· while, in 
the opposite or successful case, we often 
see the cheering effects of a fe", days' fair 
wind continue for ~onths or years after
wards. Upon this occasion, we had a fine 
rattling easterly breeze for eight-and-forty 
hours after starting, which swept us all, 
dull sailers and good ones, merrily out 
of the British channel. This fair start 
is always a grand affair, whatever suc
ceeds; for if the prevalent westerly wind 
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catches a ship before the channel is left 
well behind, she may' be driven back 
to Plymouth or Falmouth, and all the 
agony of bills, news, leave-taking, and 
letters, has to be endured over again. 
Whereas, if she once gets the Lizard 
Light some fifty leagues astern of her, all 
these ferreting distractions may be con
sidered at an end. A totally new world 
-the' world ofwaters'-is now entered 
upon, far beyond the reach even of those 
long-armed perSons, the 'gentlemen of 
the press,' or the startlIng sound of the 
postman's knock; that call which so often 
sets off the steadiest-going pulse at a gal
lop! No one, indeed, who has not tried 
the experiment, can have an idea of the 
extraordinary and delightful change which 
a few hours can bring about in this respect; 
or of the peculiar calm, which; when the 
ship is once fairly at sea, succeeds to the 
furious storms, or 'rather squalls, of the 
parting scene in port. 

This applies especially to every. ship 
going to a remote station; and the tran
sition is rendered still more striking, if, 
besides her own complement {)f officers 
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and men, she is the bearer of ambassadors, 
governors, generals, or indeed any other 
description or sex of passengers. A ship 
of war, as her name implies, is fitted al
most exclusively for warlike purposes; and 
in order to justify this definition, and fulfil 
her pugnacious destiny, she is supplied 
with a certain number of gUDS, and a 
certain number of men to fight them, 
together with a proper· quantity of stores, 
provisions, and other fitting munitions, to 
render efficient these implements of mis
chief. So exactly, indeed, is the space 
allotted to these several uses, that when
«;ver any persons come on board, over and 
above the regular complement required 
to navigate and fight the ship, or when 
extra goods and chattels are to be stowed 
away, the inconvenience, which is never 
trifling, becomes at such times very great. 

This is true, even when the passengers 
are naval officers, or sailors and marines 
destined for other ships; for the whole 
internal area being alreadr ta~en up, in 
one way or another, some person, or some 
thing, has to move, in order to make room 
for the intruding body. This causes no 
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sman qmintity of general growling; while 
the distracted first lieutenant is driven to 
hiS very wit's end to devise ways and means 
to· reconcile the different interests of the 
various and too often conflicting parties 
committed to his charge. When the in
truders are persons subject to naval dis
cipline, the difficulty, though still con
siderable, is at its minimum, because these 
professional folks, whether they like it or 
not, know full well that they must submit 
not only to the general rules and regiIla
tions of the service, but to the particular 
ordinances or by-laws of the ship on board 
which they are ordered a passage. They 
form, in fact, for the time being, part and 
parcel of the crew, are made to keep watch, 
and to perform any other duties which 
may be required of them. They are sub
ject, likewise, to the ordinary' wiggings,' 
or wholesome chastisements, by which 
the well-being of the naval service is 
kept up. 

The ease, unhappily, is very chfferent 
when landsmen take a passage in a man
of-war. If they fall under the description 
of what Jack calls ' Knobs,' so much the 
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worse; for, although men of rank are, in 
their own persons, among the least· ex
acting of mo~, the most considerate of 
the feelings and wishes. of others, gene
rally speaking the most easily ~mmo
dated, and always grateful for sacrifices 
made with a view to -their convenience, 
yet, unfortunately, these amiable qualities 
rarely descend to the satellites which ac
company and revolve round the Knob in 
his orbit. 

I. remember once having orders to re
ceive on board a very small brig often 
guns, a person of such high station, th1l.t, 
even if the whole cabin had been vacated, 
it would hardly have equalled in dimen
sions the dressing-room which His Excel:
lency was in the habit of using. In this 
dilemma, and being extremely anxious 
to do all honour to 80 distinguished a 
guest, I consulted a friend who had long 
known him, and asked how the great man 
was likely to put up With the scanty ac
commodation and indifferent fare I could 
afford him. 

" Put up with it!" cried. the chief of 
the factory's friend (for this was far away 
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in China), U why, the Baronet is such a 
good fellow, that if you thrust him into a 
cask, and feed him through the bung
hole, he will never complain!" 

But no such latitude of complaisance 
is to be expected. from the attendants and 
other followers of the 'Ta Yin.' On. the 
contrary, they generally cause a monstrous 
deal of extra and needless trouble, fancy 
every thing is to give way to their good 
will and pleasure, and, very unlike their 
principal, make a rule to be satisfied with 
nothing. They' seem to think that His 
Majesty's naval service has been instituted 
for the sole purpose of giving ship-room 
to them and their endless boxes, barrels, 
hampers, and'trunks. The articles of war 
expressly say, that II every person in or 
belonging to the fleet shall be subject to 
the laws and customs used at sea;" but 
what conceivable discipline can be sup
posed effective on the mind or body of 
one of those finest of fine men, the gentle
man's gentleman, the, all-accomplished 
valet of a colonial govern~r; a person 
not only better looking and better dressed 
than his master, but one who gives himself 



VOYAGES AND TRAVELS. 121 

twenty times the airs, and even makes 
a· merit of playing off his most refined 
graces upon the astonished and subdued 
first lieutenant? It is in vain for the poor 
cOllstituted authority to say, "This will not 
do!" The cool assurance of the whole 
thing, indeed, goes so many degrees be
yond the reach of ordinary interference, 
that we might almost imagine the objects 
of the mission would be entirely lost, were 
the ambassador's .butler to be offended. 
Whatever comes of the public service, his 
high mightiness, at least, must be propi
tiated ! 

It accordingly affords considerable and 
undisguised satisfaction to the Premier, 
to see these delicate gentlemen horribly 
sea-sick, when the empire of blue water 
has once been gained; but in port, the 
misery and trouble caused by them, and 
their traps, and their assistants, and their 
sub-assistants, down an endless gradation 
of domestics, is not to be told. On any 
occasion of ' fitting foreign,' this .isbad 
enough; but when the destination is 
India, the· evil is aggravated manifold. 
People who have not visited distant coun-
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tries, are very apt to fancy that out of 
England nothing is to be procured; and 
therefore it becomes requisite, they think, 
to lay in several years' stock of every POB

sible article they can ever. possibly want. 
Perhaps some moderation in these huge 
outfits might be introduced, if, by any 
contrivance, we could explain to' the par
ties concerned, that the greater number 
\>f. such extra articles of food, raiment, 
and equipage, are not only superfluous; 
but will almost necessarily be troublesome, 
unless (by. good luck!) they are totally 
damaged and thrown overboard on the 
passage. 

If, however, it be a hopeless task.. to 
make the Governor understand the inuti
lityofcarrying such loads of things, which 
are to be procured often at a less 'cost, 
and equally goo!1-, at the place he is going 
to, it is a still vainer hope to convince him 
that his regiment of followers will prove 
a great deal worse than useless, and that 
they will be a never-ending source of 
plague to him and to every one else on the 
voyage; or that, when he reaches his des
tination, they will all be superseded by a 
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Tartar sort of incursion of sable spirits, 
under the name of dubashes, hookah bur .. 
dars, gora wallas, and fifty others, the 
stupidest of whom will outmatch in useful
ness the most crack footman in his train. 

Nevertheless~ in spite of all these and 
numberless other. difficulties and obstruc,. 
tions, some private, ~me official, the good 
'Ship does, by a kind of miracle, at last get 
ready for sea, or what is called ready; 
though I verily believe, if she were to re
main six months in port after the day on 
which sbe was reported ready to: proceed, 
there would always be something to do with 
the dock-yard, the victuallingwha.rf, or 
the gun wharf. The daily post, too, and 
that perennial epidemic the periodical 
press, lend their aid to w0ITY. the officers; 
while tavern-keepers, tailors; and washer';' 
women, to say nothing of weeping friends 
and relatives, or broken-hearted coo
nexions, co-operate to destroy all peace 
of mind, and make every ooe on board 
pray with the heartiest sincerity for a good 
stroog puff of easterly wind, . to waft him 
far beyond the reach of these multifarious 
distractions. 
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Oh, the joy! the relief unspeakable! 
offeeling one's self fairly under weigh, and 
of seeing the white cliffs of Old England 
sink fast in the north-eastern horizon right 
to windward! Let the concocters of ro
mances and other imaginary tales say what 
they please of the joys of returning home j 
give me the happiness of a good depar
ture, and a boundless world of untried 
enjoyments ahead. If a man be out of 
debt and o~t of love, or only moderately 
involved in either of these delicate predica
ments; if he have youth and health and 
tolerable· prospects, a good ship under 
his foot, a good officer above him, and 
good messmates to serve with, why need 
he wear and tear his' feelings about those 
he leaves behind? Or rather, why need 
he grieve to. part from those who are better 
pleased to see him vigorously doing his 
duty than idling in other people's way 
at home? Or wherefore should he sigh 
to quit those enjoyments in which he 
cannot honourably participate till he has 
earned his title to them by hardy service? 

On the other hand, who is there so in
sensible as not to feel the deepest appre-
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hension (very often, as I know by sad e"x,. 
perience, almost devoid of a single drop of 
pleasure), on returning from a long and 
distant voyage? How can he tell in what 
condition he will now find the friends from 
whom he parted 80 long ago, and of whom 
he may, perhaps, not have heard a word 
for many a long season of anxiety? Is it 
not too probable that his busy fancy will 
conjure up many more images of death 
and sickness, of losses and sorrows, than 
it can paint pictures of health, good jbr
tune, and happiness? And will it ever 
happen, if the interval of absence have 
been long, that some of these gloomy fore
bodings will not be realised? May it not 
prove but too often the case, that those 
who, from being the dearest to us, we 
had ingeniously and fondly exempted from 
the fatal doom, are its first victims? In
deed, I have on these occasions been 
grieved and irritated at myself for can
vassing beforehand, in my own mind, and 
in spite of every effort to change the current 
of my thoughts, which of, all the friends 
in whom I was interested I could consent 
to lose with the least regret! And when 
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the pile of accumulated letters is first 
placed in our hands after a voyage, with 
what sickening eagerness do we not turn 
from the superscription to discover the. 
colour of the seal ? 

It happened once to me to be nearly 
fifteen months without receiving a single 
line from home, or seeing· an English 
newspaper. On reaching the port of 
rendezvous, I found that as the ship I 
commanded was the only man-of-war in 
the harbour, there devolved upon me an 
immense load of official business requiring 
immediate and careful attention. .All 
this I learned on my way to the consul's 
office, where a huge budget of letters was 
delivered to me. My first impulse, natu
rally, was to tear away the envelopes, and 
dive into the secrets of these domestic 
despatches; but I paused on detecting 
several ominous-looking patches of black 
wax, and, thrusting them all into a drawer, 
did not open one till next day. Officially 
considered,. it was well I imposed this 
restraint upon my curiosity; for the fatal 
news these letters contained must have 
seriously interfered with the exclusive 
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professional attention which the nature of 
the service required me to bestow upon 
various public matters admitting 'of . no 
delay; whereas, in regard to the private 
intelligence, a single day, added to so 
many months, signified nothing. 

After leaving Spithead, our two days 
of fair wind were enough to take us 
clear of the channel, and well oft'the bank 
of soundings, far beyond the danger of 
return. A tolerable spell of bad weather 
then came on, which in one sense wa§. of 
essential service, by contributing greatly to 
assi.st the first lieutenant's arrangements, 
though it discomfited most grievously the 
apple-pie order of those disturbers of his 
peace, the dandified, shore-going, long
coated gentry before alluded to, and 
whom the sailors, in· their. coarse but 
graphic vocabulary, call ~ dog robbers,' 
from their intercepting the broken meat 
on its way to the kennel from their 
master's table. Our gale of wind, indeed, 
was no gale to speak of;. but as the sea. 
rose, and a heavy press of canvass laid 
the creaking old barky well over on her 
broadside, many of the beautifully piled 



128 FRAGMENTS OF 

boxes, the well-packed portmanteaus, the 
polished dressing-cases and writing-desks, 
the frail glass, crockery, and other finery, 
fetched way, and went rattling, smash! 
dash! right iuto the lee scuppers. Along 
with these dislodged goods and chattels 
went d9wn, from time to time, several of 
the astonished proprietors . of the half,. 
ruined property, partly actuated by the 
praiseworthy but vain hope of arresting 
the course of gravitation and the momen
tum of a good heavy sea, and partly 
without the power of choice. In the next 
instant, the great bulk. of these materials 
",ere jerked back· again, nearly to their 
original situation, by that peculiar move
ment, so trying to unpractised nerves, 
called a lurch to windward. To unac
customed ears, the sounds on this occasion 
lead one to Suppose the ship is going to 
pieces; while the cries for help from the 
broken-shinned, sea-sick landsmen, the. 
bawling for cleats and lashings from the 
JDate of the decks, the thumping of ham
mers, and the 10l~ laugh of the light
hearted middies, enchanted with the up
roar, make a fine concert. The sedative 
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effect of two or three hours f thi& ~~ 
exceeds fresh-water belief; thJ:J: qC))If 
day or two, Messrs. Neptune, B a~~~ 
Lieutenant, and Co., have re-es lisnl~ 
their legitimate authority so comp 
that neither butler, cook, gentleman s 
gentleman, nor any other passenger, ever 
afterwards ventures to indulge in those 
liberties which, at first coming on board, 
he fancied might be taken with impunity. 

Our llll1iable g)lest, indeed, the late Sir 
Evan Nepean, governor of Bombay,~ 
must do him the justice to say, was the 
least troublesome of passengers. The rest 
of our party, too, though squeezed toge
ther in a manner every way different from 
their usual habits, made themselves so 
agreeable, not only by their conversation 
and accommodating manners, but by their 
constant desire to compensate to us for the 
det;.angement which their intrusion, as they 
were pleased to call it, made in our com
forts, that we were heartily sorry to part 
with them. 

Of Madeira, enough,,in all conscience, 
has already been written; so that I shall 
content myself with mentioning, that we 
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there fell in with a very intelligent person7 
an Italian count, who had been travelling 
in France, Spain, and in both the Ame
ricas. What he said of South America 
was pronounced by us all to be utterly 
absurd, and so full oC prejudice as to be 
worth nothing. "The people oC those 
countries," he remarked, "are now (1812) 
doing· themselves nothing but mischieC; 
and, generally speaking, the South Ame
rican insurgents have but a few Caint 
notions of liberty; so that, if they succeed 
in gaining their independence, they will 
speedily set about, cutting one another's 
throats; Cor all they know about freedom, 
or about political principles, is drawn from 
the worst parts of the French revolution." 

For my own part, I feel called upon, in 
some measure, to record these judicious 
observatious,from having myself, ten years 
afterwards, though with the advantagft of 
a still more extensive range oC observation 
than this traveller, taken a very different 
view of the subject. but one which, I am 
sorry to say, was not nearly so correct. I 
certainly was deceived, by what I saw in 
South America, into a belief that the new 
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states might enjoy more political happi
ness, and be less subjected to the caprice 
of despotic authority, when self-governed, 
as it is called, than when under the ad..: 
ministration of the mother country, bad 
as that was. I am now, however, obliged 
to acknowledge, and I make the recanta
tion with sorrow, that. the change has 
turned out greatly for the worse,in8.S
much as the colonists have substituted for 
the despotic authority of one head, the far 
deeper and more irremediable curse, the 
tyranny of that many-headed monster, the 
populace. They have likewise practically 
shewn, on a scale sufficiently extensive 
and varied to satisfy every reasonable ob
server, that mere animal liberty, or the 
uncontrolled power of adopting, and put
ting into nominal action, a liberal form 
of government, however complete in the
ory, contributes scarcely any thing to the 
establishment of genuine freedom. The 
example, at all events, is most wholesome, 
from its helping to shew, that revolutions, 
whether bloody or otherwise, if made 
suddenly, will seldom place things in as 
favourable a position as' they occupied 
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before the convulsion. The practical in
ference from these facts and reasonings 
seems to be, that any political ameliora
tions, even of abuses really felt to be such, 
ought always to be made by very slow, 
and almost imperceptible degrees. It is 
perhaps even true, that the excellence 
and eventual utility of all such variations 
in the machinery of an established con
stitution are pretty safely measured by 
their apparent slowness; and if so, there 
is probably no paradox in asserting, that 
when the alteration of any old political 
institution is altogether unseen by the 
casual observer, its constitution may really 
be undergoing the very maximum of 
beneficial modification. 

The concluding part of the count's 
prophetical view is as follows, and I give 
it with pleasure, for two reasons; first, 
because it is yet unaccomplished; and, 
secondly, because it exactly coincides with 
my own views. "Whether," said he, 
"the South Americans are to form a 
connexion with Spain or not, they must, 
in ord~r to their having the least chance 
of enjoying rational civil liberty, come 
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ultimately under the monarchical form of 
government, and abandon, as totally un
suited to them, and to the objects in 
view, those republican institutions, at the 
establishment of which they are now 
aiming." 
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CHAPTER VI. -

THE TROPICAL REGIONS AT SEA. 

THERE sailed along with us in the V olage, 
from Spithead, the Princess Caroline 74, 
and the Theban frigate, to aid .in protect
ing a fleet of the following ships of the 
East Ind~a Company :-the Elphinstone, 
Wexford,Cirencester, Marquess of Huntly, 
Bombay Castle, and Alnwick Castle, all 
for China direct. As these ships were of 
the largest class, well manned, well com
manded, and were likewise pretty well 
armed, and got up to look like men-of
war, our force had not only an imposing 
aspect, but, in the event of coming in 
contact with an enemy, even in consider
able strength, we should either have beaten 
him outright, or bafHed him by crippling 
his spars in such a way as to prevent his 
interrupting our voyage. 

There is one signal instance on record 
in which a fleet of East India Company's 
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ships, unassisted by any professed men-of
war, actually beat off a French squadron 
of very powerful vessels. TheSe striking 
incidents, peeping out from time to tiIJle, 
shew what is called the true blood of the 
animal, and are extremely valuable, froin 
proving how essential it is that an officer 
in cOIWIland should ' Never say die while 
there is a shot in the locker!' a pithy 
old phrase, which will apply to many 
situations in life, civil as well as military. 
Had the gallant and judicious East Injlia 
commander alluded to, Sir Nathaniel 
Dance, cried out' I die!'when the French 
Admiral Linois, and .his squadron, con
sisting of the Marengo, a line-of-battle 
ship of 84 guns, and the Belle Poole and 
SemiIlante frigates, each of 44, bore down 
on the China Heet, not less than six mil
lions of English property, and some of 
the noblest trading ships that Hoat on the 
ocean, must have been carried into the 
Isle of France. 

This memorable affair took place near 
Pulo Aor, in the China seas, and by a 
very interesting, and no doubt useful . co
incidence, on the 14th of February, 1804, 
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the seventh anniversary of the glorioUs 
action off Cape St. Vincent. Had the 
enemy only known the real force of his 
opponents, which he most certainly ought 
to have found out before be quitted them, 
tbe bold front these ships put forward 
might indeed have served them nothing. 
A less resolute man than Captain Dance 
might have said, this good fortune was 
hanlly to be calculated upon; but it is 
the duty of a commander, at all times 
and under all circumstances, to afford 
himself every possible chance, and never 
to give up while there is one of these 
chances left. 

A useful chapter in naval history and 
tactics could be written on the defence of 
convoys, .by which it might perhaps be 
made manifest, that a determined bear
ing, accompanied by a certain degree of 
force, and a v\,uorous resolution to exert 
that force to the utmost, would, in most 
cases, save the greater part of the con
voy, even Il::,orunst powerful odds. In the 
well-known instance of the sacrifice ofhis 
ship, in a contest in which he was from 
the first sure to be overpowered, Captain 
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Richard Budd Vincent gained sufficient 
time for most of his flock of merchant 
~hips to escape. 

This gallant officer, in February 1805, 
in the Arrow of 18 twepty-four pounders, 
ably supported by Captain Arthur Far
quhar, in the Acheron bomb, carrying not 
half that number, actually engaged two 
large French frigates, mounting in all 90 
guns and 1300 men, while the English 
force was only 26 guns and 90 men. The 
damage and delay caused to the en~y 
by this spirited resistance enabled the 
convoy to disperse, and all to get off but 
three, out of thirty-two. The English 
ships did not strike till they were so 
much cut up that one sunk immediately 
afterwards, and the other was burned by 
the captors as useless. 

On' the occasion of our voyage in 1812, 
however, the fortitude and skill of our East 
India ships were put to no such proof, as 
our most interesting evolutions were con
fined to the interchange of good dinners; 
for your Indiamen know as well how to 
eat, drink, and be merry, as to fight, if 
need be. Their nominal, and indeed their 
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chief business. is to trade; but their trading 
is a widely different thing from that of 
the ordinary merchant service. The East 
India Company's officers are bred up, in 
many respects, like naval men; and, as 
they are taught to act, they learn to feel, 
in the same manner. Being sprung from 
as good a stock as the officers of the 
brother service of the Navy, they p0s

sess a kindred gentlemanlike spirit, and 
are in every respect, as far as their means 
go, perfectly suitable allies in battle. I 
allude chiefly to their warlike equipments; 
but in almost every thing else they are 
also essentially the same, save in the cir
cumstance of actual trafficking. Unfor
tunately, manage it as we will, the habit 
of buying and selling goods must have a 
tendency, in spite of his best exertions, 
to detach an officer's thoughts from those 
-high and delicate refinements which con
stitute the characteristic distinction be
tween the art of war and the art of gain. 
Accordingly, the two things, when joined 
together, make rather an agreeable than. 
a profitable mixture. No men, in any 
service, fight better than the officers of the 
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East India Company's ships, when fairly 
brought to the scratch; but it is their 
chief business, or, we may rather call it, 
their bounden duty, as much as possible 
to avoid action; and their habits leading 
them to seek prolection from others, rather 
than to reckon on their own strength, 
or to court action for its own sake, the 
wholesome spirit of pugnacity is not duly 
cherished. On the other hand; as· their 
trading concerns are entangled· by these 
nautico-military arrangements, and ~ir 
thoughts always engaged, more or less, 
with the crabbed intricacies of discipline, 
and the maintenance of that sort of man
of-war state and show which are often 
thought to be amongst the best proofs 
of good order, their mercantile bargains, 
both in respect to sales and to purchases, 
are, I fear, none of the best for themselves, 
poor fellows! 

In fine weather there is naturally much 
agreeable intercourse between the differ
ent ships in such a fleet as ours; for East 
India Company's folks, whether of the 
land or the sea service, understand right 
well the jolly art of good cheer wherever 
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they go; be it on terra firma, or on the 
high seas, bivouacking o~ the lofty Hima
layas, or feasting in the bungaloes of the 
flat Delta of the Ganges, it is all one to. 
them. So that, during our whole voyage, 
there scarcely occurred a day on which, 
iri the course of the morning, if the sea 
were tolerably smooth, and the wind not 
too strong, and the weather otherwise 
agreeable, the dinner-invitation signal was 
not displayed from the commodore, or from 
some of his flock. When there was a 
breeze, and the ships were making way 
through the water, some technical address 
was necessary to avoid delay. This will 
easily be understood, without going into 
minute details, when it is remembered, 
that there must always in a convoy be 
found certain ships which sail worse than 
others, and that, although these tubs, as 
they are most deservedly called, crowd 
aU their canvass, the rest are obliged to 
shorten sail in order to keep them com
pany; as Lightfoot, in the fairy tale, was 
obliged to tie his feet in the race. Int be 
the commodore who gives the dinner, he 
either heaves to, while the boats of the 
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several captains come on board, or he 
edges down to the different ships in suc
cession, passes them at the distance of a 
quarter of a cable's length, picks up his 
guests, and resumes his station a-head, or 
to windward, or wherever it may suit him 
to place himself so as best to guard his 
charge. If any of the fast sailers have 
occasion to heave to, either before or after 
dinner, to lower down or to hoist up the 
boat which carries the captain backwards 
and forwards to the ship in which the 
entertainment is given, and in conseque~ce 
of this detention any way has been lost, 
that ship has only to set a little more sail . 
that she may shoot ahead, and regain her 
position in the line . 

. The unfortunate bad sailers of all fleets 
or convoys that ever swam, as may well 
be supposed; are daily and hourly exe
crated in every note of the gamut; and 
it must be owned, that the detention they 
cause, when a fine fresh breeze is blowing, 
is excessively provoking to all the rest, and 
m0l1ifying to ,themselves. Sometimes the 
progress of one haystack of a vessel is so 
slow that a fast-sailing ship is directed to 
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take her in tow, and fairly lug her along. 
As this troublesome operation requires f~r 
its proper execution no small degree of 
nautical knowledge, as well as dexterity, 
and must be performed in the face of the 
whole squadron, it is always exposed to 
much sharp criticism. The celerity with 
which sail is set, or taken in, by the 
respective ships, or the skill with which 
broken spars are shifted, likewise furnish 
such abundant scope for technical table
talk, that there is seldom any want of 
topic in the convoy. Sailors, indeed, are 
about as restless as the.element on which 
they float; and their hands are generally 
kept pretty full by the necessity of study
ing the fluctuating circumstances of wind 
and weather, together with the due at
tention to what is properly called the 
navigation, or that branch of their art 
which consists in discovering the ship's. 
place on the globe, and shaping the course 
to be steered after the exact position has 
been determined. 
, These, and various other. occupations 
not now touched upon, served to give a 
high degree of interest to this Indian 
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voyage, which, to most of us, was the first 
in its way, and filled up our time, as we 
sailed along with a flowing sheet over 
the broad Atlantic, much more completely 
and agreeably than can be well conceived.; 
The mere circumstance of having to pass 
successively and quickly through a num~ 
ber of different climates, first in the order 
of increasing warmth, aud then in the 
reverse order of increasing cold, was of 
itself most striking. The change of lati
tude being the chief cause of these pheno
mena, a succession of astronomical va~a-' 
tions became necessarily attendant upon 
the progress of the voyage; aud although 
all of these were easily explained by rea
sonings which every one on board was 
aeenstomed to admit as sound, yet the 
actnal, practical exhibition, as it may be 
termed, of the troths of astronomical 
science failed not to strike the unfami-
liarised imagination as both wonderful and 
beautifuL 

"nen we sailed from England the wea
ther was very cold, raw, and uncomfort
able; and although, fortunately, we had 
a couple of days' fair wind at starting, we 
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were met in the very chops of the channel 
by hard-hearted southerly and south
westerly winds, which tried our patience 
sorely. On the evening of the tenth day 
we caught a. glimpse of the north coast of 
Spain; and the rugged shore of Galicia ~ 
was the last which most of us saw of 
Europe for many years. It was not till 
after a fortnight's hard struggling against 
these tiresome south-westers that we 
anchored in Funchal Roads, Madeira, 
having by the way dropped several of 
our convoy. These stray sheep came in 
during the few days we remained to re
fresh ourselves at this most charming of 
resting places. Mter nearly a week's en
joyment, we proceeded on our course to 
the southward, and within three days came 
in sight of Palma, the most northern of 
th~ Canary Island group. It was thirty 
miles distant in the south-east quarter. 
Teneriffe, the sea' monarch of mountains,' 
lay too far off for us to perceive even his 
, diadem of snow,' which at that season 
(April), I presume, he always wears. Some 
years after the period in question, when I 
paid him a visit, in the month of August, 
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the very tip-top was bare, and the ther
mometer at ·70'>. 

Under more favourable circumstances, 
we might possibly have seen Teneriffe from 
the Volage, for our distance was not above 
a hundred miles. This, however, it must 
be owned, is a long way to see the land,· 
unless it form a continuous ridge of great 
elevation, like the Andes; and even then, 
to be distinguished well, it requires to be 
interposed between a bright sky and· the 
ship. At daybreak;and for about half an 
hour before sunrise, if the weather be clear, 
even sharp peaks, like the cone of Tene
riffe, may be seen with a degree of dis
tinctness which is very remarkable, when 
viewed from the distance of a hundred 
miles and upwards, as I have several times 
experienced when navigating in the Pa
cific. But when the full splendour oC the 
sun's light begins to fill the air, these gi
gantic forms gradually fade away amongst 
the clouds, or melt into the sky, even when 
no clouds are visible. I have likewise 
been told, that in sailing directly away 
from Teneriffe (or other high insulated 
peaks), and keeping the eye pretty con-
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stantly fixed in the p~per di~tion, it 
may be retained in sight at much gre~lter 
distance than it can be discovered on 
approaching. I am disposed to consider 
this very probable, but have never had 
a good opportunity of trying the experi
ment. 

It was late in April, as we were stealing 
slowly past these distant Canary Islands, 
when the first real puff of the Trade
wind caught our sleeping sails, and made 
the braces, haulyards, and all the other 
ropes connected with the yards, crack 
again. This breeze, by giving us a fore
taste. ofwhai we were to enjoy for upwards 
of a thouSand lelle,O"\les across the torrid 
zone a-head of us, served more effectually 
to detach our thoughts from European in
terests than any thing which had occurred 
since our leaving England. At the very 
moment, however, when we were chuck
ling at this disentanglement of our feel
ings from domestic anxieties, and all the 
varied agitation of home concerns, we ob
served a ship crossing our path at some 
distance. Signal being made to chase, 
we instantly darted off from the convoy 
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to examine the stranger, who proved to 
be an English ship from Lisbon. We 
hailed, and asked, "What news 1" 

" Badajoz has faUen," replied the other, 
" after a terrible' siege. " 

This was received with a general buzz 
of joyous congratulation alOIig the decks. 
In answer to further questions, we were 
told of some three or four thousand men 
killed and wounded in the trenches' and 
breach. Then, indeed, the glorious intel
ligence was greeted by three jolly huzz~ 
from every ship in the cbnvoy! 

Nothing so startling as this occurred 'to 
us again; but the serenity of our t40ughts 
was in some degree interrupted, a few days 
afterwards, by the north-easterly l'rade
wind dying away, and a gentle south
wester springing up in its place. This 
occurred in latitude25~o N., where; ac
cording to our inexperienced conception 
of these singular winds, we ought to have 
found a regular breeze from the very op
posite quarter! Nor was it till long after- -
wards that I learned how much the force 
and direction of the Trade-whids are liable 
to modification by the particular position 
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which the sun occupies in the heavens; 
or how far the rotatory motion of the 
earth, combined with the power which 
the sun possesses' of heating certain por
tions of the circumambient air, are the 
regulating causes of the Trades, Mon
soons, and, indeed, of all the other winds 
by which we are driven about. It is by 
no means an easy problem in meteorology 
to shew how these causes act in every 
case; and perhaps it is one which will 
never be so fully solved as to admit of 
very popular en11nciation applicable to all 
climates. In the most important and use
ful class of these aerial currents, called, 
par excellence, and with so much pic
turesque truth, 'the Trade-winds,' the ex
planation is not difficult. But before en
tering on this curious and copious theme, 
I feel anxious to. carry our convoy fairly 
across the tropical regions; after which 
an account of the Trades will be better 
understood. 

I have just mentioned that the changes 
of temperature, on a voyage to India, 
are most remarkabl~; We set sail, for 
instance, in the month of March, when 
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it was bitterly cold in England; then we 
came off the coast of Spain, where it was 
a little more moderate; next to, Madeira, 
which is always agreeable. Then we passed 
the Canaries; after which we sailed ~ver 
the tropic of Cancer, and got well toasted 
in the torrid zone; steered down upon the 
equinoctial line, passed the tropic of Ca
pricorn, and again became conscious of 
the weakened influence of the sun; till, 
at length, off the Cape of Good Hope, 
we were once more nipped with the cold. 
Anon, having rounded the south point 
of Africa, we put our heads towards the 
line, and a second time, within a few 
weeks, emerged from the depth of winter 
into the height of summer. 

The proximate cause of all these vicissi
tudes was, of course, our approach to
wards and removal from the direct -in..; 
fluence of the great source of light and 
heat. At one time, the sun, even at 
noon, was seen creeping stealthily along, 
low down in the horizon, at another his 
jolly countenance was blazing away right 
overhead. ' On the 5th of May, when our 
latitude was 17 AO N., the sun's declina-
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tion was 16!O N., hiS centre beiIig only 
one degree from our zenith: shadows we 
had none, any more than the unhappy 
wretch in the wild German story, who, 
for a punishment, was deprived of this 
honourable accompaniment. On that day 
we saw St. Antonio, the north-western
most of the Cape de Verde Islands, the 
summit of which is about seven thousand 
feet above the sea. 

On the next day I well remember going 
on deck with a certain flutter of spirits, 
to see, for the first time in my life, the 
sun to the northward,' and moving through 
the heavens from right to left, instead of 
froni left to right. Noone doubts that 
the earth is round; yet these conspi
cnous and actual proofs of its rotundity 
always amuse the fancy, and frequently 
interest the jud.,oment, almost as much as 
if they were unexpected. The gradual 
rise, night after night, of new stars and 
new constellations, belongs to a still higher 
order of curiosity; for it not merely places 
well-known objects in strange positions, 
but brings totally new subjects of contem
plation before our eyes, and leads us to 
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feel, perhaps more strongly than upon any: 
other occasion, the full gratification which 
novelty on the grandest scare is capable 
of producing. I shall never forget the 
impatience with which I have often watch
ed the approach of darkness after a long 
day's run to the south, knowing that Ii 
in a few moments, was to disCover celes
tial phenomena heretofore concealed fr~m 
my view. ' 

Mter slanting through the north-east 
Trade-wind, we reached that well-knoWn 
but troublesome stage in the voyage/so 
difficult to get over, called the Variables. 
This region has acquired its title from 
the regular Trades not being found there, 
but in their place unsteady breezes, long 
calms, heavy squalls, and sometimes smart 
winds from the southward and south west,..; 
ward. These Variables, which sorely per
plex all mariners, even those of most 
experience, while they drive young navi
gators almost out of their senses, are not 
less under the dominion of the causes which 
regulate those great perennial breezes the 
Trades, blowing to the northward and 
southward of them. Their laws, however, 
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are not quite so readily understood, and 
consequently are not so easily allowed for 
iIi the practice of navigation. I have even 
seen people as greatly provoked with their 
occurrence, as if the course of nature 
had been intermitted for the express pur
pose of bothering them. Such impatient 
voyagers will not condescend to recollect, 
that their own confined observation, or 
shallow knowledge of the facts, is rather 
more. likely "to be the cause of their disap
pointment, than that dame Nature should 
have halted in her operations merely to vex 
their worships. On the other hand, many 
persons, besides navigators, misled by the 
seduction of names, rush headlong into 
very unsubstantial generalisations; and, 
upon the strength of a few unconnected 
facts, lay down what they call laws of 
nature, which they are mightily astonished 
to find will not always square with actual 
observation. Such reasoners, instead of 
being delighted with new facts, are vexed 
to meet with exceptions, as they call them. 
and are very slow to confess that the error 
lies with themselves. Still less are they 
willing to allow. that, if they had studied 
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the subject more attentively, they might 
have profited by these very exceptions, 
and advanced their voyage, instead of re
tarding it. There seems, indeed, to be. a. 
strange propensity in the human mind, 
at one time to despise authority, and 
at another to yield too implicitly to its 
assertions; at one time to guess at the 
secrets of nature, without iriquiring what 
others have done; and at another to reo, 
linquish all independent judgment,· and 
assume the facts to be' as stated, without 
investigating the value of the authority 
on which they rest, or seeking to know 
1Vhether the recorded instances be appli
cable or not to the case in hand. 

When we actually encounter, on the 
spot, and for the first time, a crowd of 
new circumstances, of which, previously, 
we have only known the names, or have 
merely heard them described by others, 
we feel eo much confused and bewildered, 
that we fly eagerly to the nearest authority 
to help us out of the scrape. It generally 
happens, in these cases, that the reference 
does not prove very satisfactory, because 
the actual circumstances with which we 



1M FRAGMENTS OF 

are engaged are rarely similar in an their 
bearings to those with which we compare 
them; and when this is not the case, the 
blindfold method of proceeding in the 
beaten path is nry apt to mislead. 

As an illustration of this kind of decep
tion, it may be stated, that navigators, 
whose actual experience has not extended 
to the tropical regions, are very apt, in 
poring over the voya",aes of others, to ac
quire, insensibly, a very confident notion 
that each of the great Trade-winds blow
ing on different sides of the Line, (the 
N orth-east and the South-east by name) 
are quite steady in their direction; and 
that, in the equatorial interval which lies 
between them, only calms and light winds 
are to be found. Moreover, inexperienced 
persons generally believe this interval to 
be equally divided by the equator, and 
that both the breadth and the position 
of this calm region continue unchan.,ued 
throughout the whole year. Now, here 
are four important mistakes-important 
both in a scientific and in a practical 
point of view. For 1st, Not calms and 
squalls alone, but occasionally fresh and 
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steady winds, are found between the 
Trades; 2dly, The be]t called the Va';: 
riab]es is by no means equally divided by 
the equator; neither, 3d1y, is that belt 
stationary in its position; nor, 4thly, is 
it ~iform in its breadth. It will thence 
be easily understood, even by a person" 
who has never quitted one of the mid
land counties in England, and to whom 
the ocean is an unseen wonder, that a 
new-comer to the tropical regions, his 
head loaded with these false views, will 
be very apt to mistake his own ignoni'nce 
for the caprice of Nature, and perhaps 
call out, 88 I once heard a man do, in all 
the agony of impatience caused by a pro
tracted head-wind,-" Now this is really 
scandalous usage of the clerk of the wea
ther-office!" The scandal, however, lay 
not so much with the clerk's usage as with 
his own limited knowledge; for if, at the 
very time of his imprecation, instead of 
abusing the foul wind, and keeping his 
yards braced sharp up, and making his 
sa.ils stand like a board, the grumbler had 
known how to take advantage of it, and 
had kept away two or three points, set his 
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fore-topmast studding-sail, and flanked 
across or through the breeze which _he ' 
had in vain tried to beat against, he might 
not only have saved his temper, but have 
made his passage in half the time. 

Navigation, after all, probably more 
than most other pursuits, requires, for its 
right performance, a constant mixture of 
theory and practice. The purely prac
tical man, if his experience be extensive, 
and his voyages be repeatedly made over 
the same ground, will unquestionably have 
an advantage over the purely theoretical 
navigator. There is no necessity, however, 
that speculation and experience should be 
either disjoined, or combined in equal 
portions. A small chain of sound reasoning 
will serve to, arrange and bind together 
a large pile' of properly observed details. 
Actual facts form the rude materials of 
our professional knowledge; the skill of 
the mathematician supplies the theory, by 
direction of which the edifice is built up. 
In ordinary navigation, a comparatively 
limited allowance of mathematics, and an 
acquaintance with the more general prin
ciples of astronomy, furnish what may be 
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termed the plan and elevation of our struc
ture; but experience alone can teach us 
how. to apply these designs to useful ac
.count. 

I am not sure that, in the whole range 
of this extensive subject, there could· be 
picked out an instance more in point to 
what has just been said, than thes.e in

. teresting phenomena of the Trade-winds, 
which, if I mistake not, possess consider· 
.able interest to all classes of persons, whe
ther pl.'ofessional or otherwise. To sailors 
of every age and rank, and especially to 
naval officers, an acquaintance with the 
laws which regulate these extraordinary 
aerial currents must be of great import
ance. For a commander may be ordered, 
at a moment's warning, either to carry 
his own ship, or to lead a squadron, or 
to guard a convoy, from the northern to 
the southern hemisphere, or perhaps from 
the West to the East Indies. If, however, 
he have not previously made a. tropical 
voyage or two, or have not studied the 
subject in its genuine theoretical spiritf 
as well as in the log-books of his prede
cessors, he may expect to find himself most 
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wofully embarrassed, both on entering 
and qn leaving the Trades. 

A captain of a man-of-war in charge of. 
a convoy of India ships, it is true, may~ 
.at any time, consult the.experienced com
manders of the ships under his orders as 
to ~he best method of making the passage, 
generally; or he may call them on board 
on reaching the Variables, to have their 
opinion, and, if he pleases, take their ad
vice as to the quickest method of getting 
over this difficult stage in the journey. 
But I think it will occur to every officer, 
that in such a proceeding, however neces
sary it may sometimes be for the advance
ment of the public service, there must be 
a .certain loss of dignity; and with it, 
some relinquishment of that authority 
which all experience shews is essential 
to the proper exercise of command. 

Neither officers nor men throughout any 
fleet ever put forth their whole strength, 
unless they have the fullest confidence in 
the person placed at their head. On the 
other hand, if their confidence in their 
leader be complete, they fling their whole 
~ouls and bodies into th~ effort, and, under 
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the inspiring influence ofunbounded faith, 
often perform deeds which are equally sur
prising to themselves and to others. We 
all knoW' how well this principle worked 
on the great scale in fleets under Nelson, 
and, in a smaller degree, but ill a spirit 
hardly less remarkable, on board single 
ships under Lord Cochrane. 

Without exhausting this branch of the 
question, it must be evident to every one, 
that tlJ& exact knowledge required for get
ting quickly over the more difficult parts 
of an Indian voyage, may often prove"of 
the utmost consequence in a national point 
of view. Suppose, for instance, ·a war 
breaks out unexpectedly between France 
and England, and two ~0'8tes, equally 
good sailers, are despatched, by the coun
tries respectively, to spread the news in 
the Eastern hemisphere. Conceive them 
to start siuiultaneously, one from Cher
bourg, the other from Plymouth; let them 
both reach the ~o-e of the Variables toge
ther, and also lose the north-east Trade
wind on the same day. So far, two 
equally good officers will probably run 
abreast of one another. But if one of 
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the captains, without being personally 
acquainted with the numerous varieties 
which occur in those low latitudes, has 
yet a sound knowledge of the general 
laws by which the fluctuations in the 
winds are regulated, while the other has 
merely read about them in log-books, 
and has no theoretical key to help him 
to unlock the secrets of the perplexing 
anomalies he will inevitably encounter, 
the chances surely are, that the career of 
the two ships will become from that hour 
essentially different. If, to the theore
tical knowledge which I have supposed 
one of the officers to possess, he adds 
even a slight personal acquaintance with 
the facts, from having studied them on 
a former voyage, his advantage over his 
rival will be still greater. At all events, 
that frigate commanded by the officer 
possessed of most philosophical knowledge 
of the causes which put the air in motion, 
would, in aU probability, double the Cape
many days, perhaps weeks before the other, 
and thus be enabled to scatter the import
ant intelligence over the whole Indian 
ocean in time to prevent great disasters ; 
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or, by striking the first blow, to accom
plish active warlike purposes of the high
est importance to his country. 

Independently of all such public objects 
concerned in these inquiries, which give 
the~ a degree of professional importance; 
and almost render their study -a part of 
every officer's duty, there appears to exist 
8. very general interest in the Trade-winds, 
sufficiently strong to -engage the attention 
even of unprofessional persons when the 
subject is placed intelligibly before them. 
These vast currents of air, which sweep 
round and round the globe in huge strips 
of more than twelve hundred miles in 
width, are in 8 manner forced, more or 
less, on every one;s notice, from contri .. 
buting essentially to that boundless inter
change of the productions of distant regions 
by which modem times -.re 80 -agreeably 
distinguished from the old. 

The great Monsoons, again, of the 
Indian and China oceans play almost as 
important a part in this grand nautical 
drama along the coasts of those remote 
countries. All these great phenomena, 
and every one or their numerous m.inor 
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varieties, will be found, upon a little in
quiry, to obey precisely the same laws as 
their less fluctuating brethren the mighty 
Trades. That. theory, indeed, would be 
but a shabby one which did not include 
both; and hence, it may be useful to sug
gest to my young friends, spnngs one of 
the chief delights of science when its study 
is conducted. in a proper spirit. If the 
pursuit of truth be engaged in with sin
cerity, phenomena apparently the most 
opposite in character, for. example, winds 
in different parts of the earth, but in the 
same latitude, blowing in totally different 
directions at the same season of the year, 
will always prove in the end illustrative of 
one another, and of their common theory. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

THE TRADE-:-WINDS. 

THERE are few things more curious in 
the history of human knowledge than the 
establishment of exteD£live errors as to 
matters of fact, and the perverse tenacity 
with which they retain their hold on the 
public mind. In some cases, it would al
most seem that the pleasure which spri':1gs 
Crom genuine philosophical inquiry is sub
ordinate to that which arises from the in
dolent process of taking things for granted. 
This, among numerous other instances •. 
applies peculiarly to the phenomena of 
the Trade-winds, respecting which many 
erroneous ideas are generally entertained.· 
To professional men these fallacies are 
calculated to prove extremely mischievous ; 
while even to persons not directly con
nected with the sea, the existence of error 
may often be injurious. And although it 
is not _ very easy to explain these things 
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in a popular way, I shall attempt, in 
language as little technical as possible, 
to give a description of the facts as they 
really are found by those who have visited 
the regions where the phenomena prevail. 
If, however, after perusing it, the general 
reader, as he is pleasantly called, shall re
lapse into his original heresy, I shall still 
hope that my young nautical friends will 
keep a firmer hold of truths, which may 
one day very essentially aid them in their 
professional career; and as it is for their 
use, chiefly, that this chapter is written, 
I shall make no apologies either for its 
length, or its elementary nature. 

A cOlTect, and, at the same time, an 
extensive knowledge of all the facts con
nected with the Trade-winds, is to be 

·acquired, I suspect, only by personal ex_ 
perience. But the main characteristics 
may easily be described; and these, when 
viewed side by side with such theoretical 
explanations as are agreeable to physical 
laws, which have been found applicable 
to all cases, may serve to enable even 
inexperienced navigators to predict pretty 
nearly, and often with the greatest prac-
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tical advantage, what winds they are likely 
to meet with. 

The great belt of the earth's surface, 
nearly three thousand miles in width, 
lying between the tropics (from 23lo north 
to 23..- south latitude), is the chief region 
of the Trade-winds; though in some parts 
of the world they extend to the latitude 
or 28° both north and sonth or the ·equa
tor j while at other places well within 
the tropics, and even close to the line, 
totally different winds prevail. It is- only 
in the open parts or the Pacifie and Atlan
tie oceans that the true Trade-winds blow. 
In- the Indian and China seas. and in 
many other portions or the great tropical 
belt, periodical winds, called l\Ionsoons, 
are round. These shifting Trades exact 
the closest study from the practical navi
gator, in eonsequenee- or their extensive 
variety and seeming eomplication. But 
tbey are not less deserving the attention or 
merely curious inquirers, from the beauti
rul manner in which these modifications or 
the regular b~ obey the same general 
laws which direct the grand phenomena 
or the Trades. Indeed, the most extensive 
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observation ~rves only to link. the whole 
into one harmonious chain or series of 
explanations, equally delightful to the 
philosopher, nseful to seamen, and grate-; 
ful, we may soppose, to every right mind 
in every station, from exhibiting one of 
the grandest specimens of the uniformity 
and exquisite adaptation of Nature, even 
in those departments miscalled 'incon
stant' where she is supposed to be most 
capricious. 

The only general assertion perhaps that 
can safely be made with respect to the 
Trade-winds is, that they blow, more or 
less, from the eastern half of the compass 
towards the western. On th~ north side 
of the equator, the North-east Trade-wind 
blows; and on the south side, the South
east Trade-wind. These two names have 
undoubtedly contributed to mystify the 
subject, by naturally suggesting to the 
imagination currents of air blowing re-. 
spectively from the north-east and the 
8OUth.:.east, or at an angle of 45° with the 
meridian. And I. have even seen sailors 
(old sailors, too) quite surprised, and ra
ther provoked. when they have encoun-
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tered very different winds in those parts 
of their voyage. where, being misled by 
the force of names alone, they had taught 
themselves to expect a regular breeze from 
a particular quarter. But, in point of 
fact, the Trade-winds do very seldom blow 
directly from north-east and south-east; 
neither are they uniform in their dire~
tion on the same spot at different seasons 
of the year, nor is their strength uniform 
from month to month. I may add, that 
the equatorial limits, or bounding . lines, 
of the Trades are not steadily confined" to 
the same latitude. In short~ 80 far frOm 
these winds being perfectly fixed in direc
tion, force, and position, as most people 
on shore, and too many sailors, imlleairie; 
they are subject to very considerable mu
tations, dependent on the position of the 
SUD. Their vast importance in commerce 
need only be mentioned; yet it is also 
well to recollect, that their nautical value; 
as well as philosophical curiosity, turns 
mainly on their uniformity, which, in spite 
of all the fluctuations· alluded to, gives 
them a very distinctive character. 

In Dr. Young's chart of the winds, 



published in his Natural Philosophy, plates 
XLII. and XLIII., vol. i., the Trade-winds 
are represented as blowing nearly- from 
the north-east and south-east till they ap
proach the equator, when they are made 

, to take a graceful bend, and flow along 
, 'in lines parallel to the equinoctial line. 

• Under the general head of Winds, vol. ii. 
p. 455, Dr. Young states from Robertson, 
that "near the equator the Trade blows 
from due east." This ~ very wide of the 
truth, as I shall presently shew, and !Wo 
endeavour to explain why. 

Hadley, in a valuable paper on the 
"Cause of the general Trade-winds," in 
the Philosophical Transactions for 1735, 
falls into similar errors in stating some, of 
the facts; which is the more curious, since 
his theory is unquestionably the true one. 
He states, that ~'thesewinds, as they come 
nearer the equator, will become stronger, 
and more and more easterly, and be due 
east at the equator itself, according to 
experience. '''It 

• Philosophical Transactions abridged, Yol. 1'iii. 
page 21. 
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Where Hadley obtained his ' experience' 
he does not tell; but certain it is, that 
no sailor who ever crossed the equinoctial 
line· could possibly have furnished him 
with two of his principal assertions in the 
above sentence. In the first place, the 
Trades are not strongest near the equator; 
and in the next, when they reach that 
district, they never blow along it, or in 
a parallel direction, but almost always at 
right angles to it. 

J have quoted these two high authorities, 
though they are decidedly in error, in otder 
to warn young sailors not to be taken in, 
as I myself have been more than once, by 
too confident theoretical assertions, made 
obviously in -peifectly good faith, and 
nnder a belief of their accordance with 
the facts; whereas the statements may 
merely have, agreed with their authors' 
theories, or, to speak more properly, with 
what they conceived these theories would 
lead to. Nothing can be further from 
my intention than to disparage the spe-
culations of philosophers, who, without 
quitting their closets, so often extend the 
glorious.lights of science to the remotest 
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corners of the globe, and, by generalising 
the observed 'facts' of mere practical men, 
add tenfold value to their researches. 

In this spirit of mutual instruction, it 
is well- worthy of remark, that, upon a 
careful consideration' of the views of the 
writers above alluded to, the only circum
stances inconsistent with the theory are 
those particular points in their theory 
which do not square with observation; 
This is exactly what we should expect of 
a sound hypothesis. An explanation'that 
will fit equally. well a true . and a false 
statement of the facts, is evidently worth 
nothing: -but if a theory, when placed 
side by side with the phenomena, is found 
to have only one or two objections to its 
universal application; and if it shall 
appear, upon further inquiry, that these 
objections vanish when more correct 
knowledge is obtained, the explanation is 
entitled, . on the score of good faith, even 
to higher respect than if, in the first 
instance, it had been twisted so as to fit 
all the supposed circumstances. 

It will contribute, I think, to facilitate 
a right. apprehension of th~ various and 
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beautiful phenomena of the Trade.winds, 
to give, first, the theory of Hadley above 
alluded to, and then to describe the actual 
facts, as sailors find them when making 
a voyage. It may be useful to mention 
that this very theory was suggested to my 
own mind, by a long personal acquaint
ance with the subject, some years before 
I was aware that Hadley had written on 
it, and after I had found aU the other 
theories which I had seen, wholly inade
quate to explain the phenomena. 

If the earth had no motion on its nis, 
but were surrounded as at present with an 
atmosphere, and i( the sun moved round 
and round it exactly above the equator 
without varying his declination, the fol-. 
lowing effects would ensue: That portion 
of the earth lying, say thirty degrees, on 
each side of the equator, being more· ex
posed to the action of the sun than those 
further from it, would become much 
warmer; while the superincumbent air, 
being greatly heated by the contact, would 
expand, or become specifically lighter, and 
would consequently rise. The adjacent air, 
both on the north and south, being cooler, 
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and. of course, heavier, would rush in to 
supply the place of the heated air. This 
air, coming from the regions beyond the 
tropics, would, in. its turn, be heated on 
reaching the warmer equatorial regions, 
and rise, giving place to a fresh supply, 
which, it is easy to see, must be furnished 
by the descent of that portion of air fo~ 
merly heated at the equator, raised into 
the cold regions of the sky, and forced 
into a regular circuit by fresh elevations 
of heated air. All these, and many other 
interesting results, are clearly developed in 
Daniell's Meteorological Essays, a book 
which every one at all interested in such 
inquiries will find it advantageous to 
study. The first edition of this work was 
published in 1823, some years after these 
speculations had been forced upon my 
notice by a long course of service between 
the tropics. In the Appendix to the 
second edition, 1827, Mr. Daniell did me 
the honour to publish a letter which I 
wrote to him on the Trade~winds, illustra
tive, as he thought, of his own doctrines. 

It will be understood, that, as long as 
~e imagine the globe at rest while this 
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circulation is going on, the course' of the 
lower air along the surface would be 
directly towards the equator, from due 
north in one hemisphere, and from due 
south in the other; while in the upper 
regions the currents would follow the 
opposite directions, and stream towards 
the poles. But the instant we conceive 
the earth put into rotatory motion from 
west to east, a change would take place 
in the course of these aerial currents, both 
above and below. It must be recollected, 
that a volume of air, when once }>tit in 
motion, will move on, like any other body, 
by the mere force of its own momentum, 
till that motion is destroyed by its friction 
against the substances along or through 
which it is impelled. A:iJy one who has 
observed the ring of smoke sometimes 
projected from the mouth of a cannon, 
will be sensible. that this is true. The 
familiar experiment, also, of blowing out 
a candle by means of the air forced from 
the barrel of an uncharged fowling-piece, 
on firing at its touch-hole one of the 
copper priming-caps now in use, affords 
a popular illustration of the fact of a mass 
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of air retaining its motion for some 'time, 
when once acted upon. 

It may likewise be of use, before going 
further, to ,consider, that if the globe, 
instead of being unequally heated, as we 
know that it is, were equally heated at 
all parts, from pole to pole, and being 
surrouilded by an atmosphere, were then 
made to revolve on its axis, it wonld carry 
the atmosphere round with it, exactly at 
the rate at which it was itself going. That 
portion of the air in contact' with the 
equator wonld move about 1000 miles in 
one hour, while that in latitude goo wonld 
be as motionless as the poles themselves. 
If the parts of the earth's surface about 
the equator be supposed to move at the 
above rate, (which they do nearly), the 
following table will shew the rotatory 
velocity at which any other points on the 
surface move at the different parallels of 
latitude, these rates being to 1000 as the 
cosine of the latitude to radius. 
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LATITUDE. 

90· (North Pole.) 

80· North. 

70· 

60· 

50· 

40· 

30· 

20· 

I 1~: ~~. Equator.) 

10· South. 

20· 

30· 

40· 

50· 

60· 

70· 

eo· 
90· (South Pole.) 

o 
17<1 

342 

500 

643 

766 

866 

940 

985 

1000 

985 

9<10 

866 

766 

6<13 

500 

342 

17<1 

o 

174 

168 

158 

143 

123 

100 

71' 
45 

15 

15 

45 

7<1 

100 

123 

143 

158 

le8 

174 
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From this it will be seen, that while the 
equator moves at the rate of 1000 miles 
an hour; the district about the latitude 300 
moves only 860, or 140 miles slower. The 
average whirling velocity of the earth's 
easterly motion, in the space between the 
equator and latitude 300, may be stated 
at 950 miles an sour; and that of the 

. belt lying between 300 and 400,· at about 
800 miles. 

In the hypothetical case, above SUg
gested, of the whole surface being equally 
}leated, and consequently the whole atmo
sphere at the same temperature, there 
would be a universal calm, whatever 
might be the rotatory motion impressed 
upon the earth. If, howeverJ we next 
suppose, what really is the case, that the 
air over the tropical region is more heated 
than that which is farther from the equa
tor, this rarefied air will instantly ascend, 
and occupy a place above the colder and 
more dense air, which will flow in from 
the belts lying beyond the tropics. 

This position hardly needs any more 
obvious illustration than the above simple 
statement. But as I have met with per-
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sons who, from not being much in the 
habit of considering such questions, did 
not immediately see the consequence of 
placing two fluids of different density side 
by side (such as 'Portions of air differently 
heated), I may refer to a well-known ex
periment. If a long trough, divided in 
the middle by a sluice or partition, re
movable at pleasure, have one end filled 
with water, the other with quicksilver, 
both will remain quiet as long as they 
are divided. But when the sluice is drawn 
up, the lighter fluid will rise instantly and 
spread itself at the top, while the heavier 
will rush along the bottom of the trough 
under the lighter. If, instead of water 
and quicksilver, two portions of water, 
one boiling, the other cold, be placed in 
juxtaposition, similar results will be ob
served; because boiling water is lighter 
than that which is cold. Now, exactly 
the same thing takes place when unequally 
heated portions of air are brought to
gether. 

If we go from this simple experiment, 
on a small scale, to the phenomena of the 
great globe itself, we shall find the very 

VOL. I.-SERIES II. 11' 
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same laws in action, only modified by those 
particular cireumstances which vary the 
scale and a~O'IIlent the varieties of the 
case, but take nothing from its consist
ency with the laws of statics. The cold 
air belon",aing to the belt just beyond and 
npon the tropics, which flows towanls the 
-equator, to occupy the place of the SU~ 
cessive portions heated and raised into 
the upper regions over the equatorial belt, 
is acted upon by two forces, or, in other 
words, is influenced in its direction and 
rate by two distinct sources of motion. In 
the first place, there has been imparted to 
it a rotatory velocity of about 800 miles 
an hour to the east, by its contact with 
those parallels which revolve at that rate 
(see the Table, page 175); and, in the next 

-place, its direction and rate will be modi
fied by its tendency, already described, to 
flow towards the equator, which tendency 
is caused by the inequality in the density of 
the heated air between the tropics and the 
cold air beyond them. The combined effect 
of these two forces is to produce the South
east Trade in south latitude, and the North
east Trade on this side of the equator. 
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When the oomparatively slow-moving 
air of the temperate zone, lying beyond 
the tropics, first comes in contact with 
those quicker-moving parts of the earth 
forming the tropical edges of the torrid 
zone, the apparent motio~ of the air from 
the east, caused by the relative difference 
of the rotatory velocity between the air 
and earth, is great, compared to the other 
motion of the air, caused by its being drawn 
directly towards the equator, to supply the 
place of the beated portions - raised into 
the sky. Consequently, at the tropical 
borders of both Trades, the wind is found 
to blow very nearly from the east point. 

I am tempted to borrow a few lines on 
this subject from Mrs. Somerville's recently 
published work on the Mechanism of the 
Heavens, of which the preliminary or popl,1-
lar part will delight the general reader no 
less than the profound speculations which 
follow must, doubtless, reward the patient 
study of the mathematician. The passage 
takes a broad view of the question, without 
adverting to those minute variations in-' 
the phenomena, which more properly fall 
-within the province of actual observers .. 
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" The heat of the sun," says this ac
complished writer, "occasi.ons the Trade
Winds, by rarefying the air at the equator, 
which causes the cooler and more dense 
part of the atmosphere to rush along the 
surface of the earth to the equator, while 
that which is heated is carried along the 
higher strata to the poles, forming two 
currents in the direction of the meridian. 
But the rotatory velocity ·of the air COI'-_ 

responding to its geographical situation 
decreases towards the poles: in approach
ing the equator, it must therefore revolve 
more slowly than the corresponding parts 
of the earth, and the bodies on the sur
face or the earth must strike against it 
with the excess of their velocity, and by 
its . reaction they will meet with a resist
anell contrary to their motion of rotation; 
so that the wind will appear, to a person 
supposing himself to be at rest, to blow in 
a contrary directiol\ to. the earth's rota
tion, or from east to west, which is the 
direction of the Trade-winds."'" 

• Mechanism of the Heavens, hy Mrs. Somerville. 
Pre1imillary Dissllrtation, page lvi. 
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Since the cool air of the temperate and 
comparatively slow-moving zones .beyond 
the tropics is drawn towards the equator, 
and comes successively in contact with pa
rallels of latitude moving faster and faster 
towards the east, there must be gradu
ally imparted to it, by the increased 
friction, a considerable degree of the in~ 
creased rotatory velocity belonging to the 
low latitudes it has now reached. That is 
to say, there will be less and less differ"': 
ence of velocity between the easterly mo
tion of this temperate air and the easterly 
motion or the earth; and, consequently,. 
the wind, as it approaches the equator, 
will appear to blow less and less directly 
from the eastward. But, while the earth's 
rotation within the tropics is thus acting 
on the slower-moving air which has tra
velled to it from beyond the tropics, with 
increased friction at ~very successive mo
ment, there has been no such powerful 
counteracting influence in operation to di
minish the meridional motion impressed 
on the air in question. For although in 
proceeding from the tropics towards the 
equator, the wind might, at first sight, be 
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~upyosed. to have its speed somewhat 
lesse~ed by friction along the earth's sur-' 
face, the retardation due to this cause, if 
there be any at all, must be inconsider
able, compared to that which affects the 
motion caused by the difference in the r0-

tatory velocity of the earth at the different 
parallels. It must be recollected, also, 
that, there is a constant demand for fresh 
air from the north and south, to occupy 
the place of the heated and rarefied air 
which is raised up in the torrid zone; and 
'this demand being pretty equal, the motion 
it produces on the, air in the direction of 
the meridian must likewise be uniform. 

If it be admitted that an the easterly 
character of the Trade-winds is, due to 

,the difference of velocity between the 
rotation of the torrid zove of the earth 
from west to east, 'and that of the air 
i~press~d only witl} the slower rotatory 
motion to the east of the temperate zone 
(and this, I conceive, is obvious), it will 
follow, that if this difference of velocities 
(hetweenthe earth and, the air in contact 
with it) be dimmished or annihilated, the 
easterly character of these winds will be 
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diminished or annihilated likewise. At 
the same time, there is no cause in opera
tion, that I can discover, to alter the 
direction of the meridional motion, as it 
may be called, of the Trade-winds, or th~t 
by which they ate impelled directly to
wards the equator. 

At first starting from the temperate 
zone, on its voyage to the equator, the 
cold air of that slow-moving region is 
impressed with a rotatory velocity of only 
800 miles per hour to the eastward, but it 
soon comes over parts of the earth moYing 
more than 100 miles per hour faster to . 
the eastward than itself. By the table 
(Jl8.oae 175) it will be observed, that the 
difference of velocity in the earth's rotation 
between latitudes S()O and 2()o is 74 miles 
an hour, while between 2()o and I()o it is 
only 45 miles, and in the next ten degrees 
,the difference in ,rate per houris reduced 
to 15 miles. . 

The velocity with which the air drawn 
from beyond the tropics travels along the 
sea towards the equator, is probably not 
al)(n"e twenty miles an hour, a rate slow 
enough to allow time for the constantly 
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mcreasing friction of the earth's rotation 
to act upon it, and draw it more and more 
entirely to the east. By the time it has 
reached the equatorial regions, the friction 
of the' earth's surface has operated long 
'enough' to carry the air completely along 
with it; and, of course, all relative mo
tion being done away with, every thing 
easterly in the character of the Trade-
winds will be at an end. 

But although this constantly increasing 
friction of the earth's rotation has thus 
annihilated all relative easterly motion 
between the air and earth, that air still re-
tains its motion towards the equator; and 
~ccordingly we do find the Trade-winds, 
at their equatorial limits, blowing, not 
from the east, as Hadley, Dr. Young, and 
others, conceived, but directly from the 
north and from the south respectively. 
The strength and velocity of the Trades 
at these places is, in general, considerably 
diminished, chiefly, perhaps, by the air 
becoming heated, and rising up tather 
than flowing along; and also, no doubt, 
by the' meeting of the two opposite cur
. rents of air~one from the north; the other 
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from tbe south-which produc~ the,m- . 
termediate space called the Calms, or the 
Variables. 

In strict conformity with these theoreti
cal views, the clouds above the Trades are 
almost invariably observed to proceed in 
the contrary direction to the winds below. 
On the top of the Peak ofTenerifl'e I found 
a gentle breeze blowing from th~ south
westward, directly opposite to the course· 
of the Trade-wind. 

The more detailed circumstances usu
ally met with in that part of a voya~ to 
India which lies between 3()0 north and 
300 south, and which I am about to de
scribe, will now, I imagine, be readily 
understood. Before setting out, however, 
I must take the liberty of strongly recom
mending to any young or old person who 
may wish to see these matters clearly, and 
to have them fixed in his mi~d to. usef~ 
purpose, to follow both the theoretical and 
the practical parts of this explanation with 
the assistance of a terrestrial globe •. 

Most ships touch at Madeira, either to 
take in a stock of wipe, to get fruit and 
vegetables, or merely to form a pleasant 
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enough break in the early and most dis
agreeable part of the voyage. Some ships 
pass barely in eight of the high mountain 
which rises above the town of Funchal, 
and satisfy themselves with taking sights 
for verifying the rates of their chronome
ters when on the meridian of the island; 
while others tantalise their passengers still 
more by sweeping through the roads, but 
without anchoring, or even communicating 
with the shore. I need not observe, that 
the captains of such ships are pretty deeply, 
if not very loudly, abused _by all hands, 
passengers especially, who, it may be re-
1JIlarked, are perhaps the most dissatisfied, 
growling, and troublesome, of all God's 
locomotive creatures. The cause is ob
~ous -enough; they have nothing to do, 
and, as Jack pithily and pertinently 
says, ·'the instant the devil catches a 

-man idle, he sets him to work." Accord
ingly, though it be the custom to pity 
passengers, and although, assuredly, they 
well deserve pity, there is another class 
who deserve . compassion far more, I mean 
their wretched victim the captain, whom 
it is their chief study, and almost single 
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enjoyment, to torment. But as this topic 
of pas..«engers and captains requires a long 
chapt~r by itself, I shall proceed at present 
on our voy~ae across the line. 

Shortly after leaving Madeira, which 
iB in 3260 north latitude, a ship mayex
pect to meet the Trades; but she cannot 
calculate with any certainty upon catching 
them till she arrives at the parallel of2&'. 
On first reaching the Trade-wind, it will 
be found to blow very nearly from due 
east, and with this a course is easily steered 
past or amongst the Canaries, and t1}ence 
for the Cape de Verdes. Some navigators 
pass within this group, others keep so far 
out as barely to make San Antonio; and 
this, I think, is considered the best route. 
As the ship proceeds to the southward, 
the wind draws gradually round from 
the east to north-east, and eventually to 
north-north-east, and even to north, at 
the southern margin of the no~t 
Trade-wind. 

The position of this margin or southern 
edge, which in technicall~ou~ae is called 
the e<fuatorial limit of the Trade, varies 
considerably with the season of the year. 
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From December to May inclusive, it fre
quently reaches as far as the 3d degree of 
north latitude, though it ranges about 5° 
and 6° north. From June to November; 
it- is shifted back as far, sometimes, as 13° 
north, but it seldom extends as far south 
as 8° north. 

I have given on the opposite page a 
very curious and instructive Table, shew~ 
ing the equatorial limits of both Trade~ 
winds, deduced by Capt. James Horsburgh, 
hydrographer of the East India Company, 
from the observations of 2.'38 ships. This 
table shews very clearly the effect of the 
absence or presence of the sun in shifting 
the limits of the Trades, drawing them 
after him, as it were. The presence of 
the sun in either hemisphere obstructs 
considerably the regularity and strength 
of the Trade-winds in that hemisphere, 
and vice versa. 
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'The great difficulty experienced in mak
ing the outward-bourid voyage commences 
after the ship has been deserted by the 
north-east Trade, for she has then to fight 
her way to the southward across the re
gion of Calms and Variables. But as these 
Variables blow generally from the south
ward and westward, :from a cause after
wards to be explained, it is obvious enough 
why this part of the homeward voyage is 
always more easily made tha:tJ, the outward 
passage. These southerly breezes, which 
are met with in the Variables, blow at 
times with considerable force, and greatly 
perplex the young navigator, who, trust
ing perhaps to some of the erroneous pub
lished accounts, not. unnaturally reckons 
upon meeting the regular Trade-wind 
blowing, . as he· supposes, from the east 
near the equator, not from the south; still 
less is he prepared or pleased to find it 
blowing from the south-westward. 

This troublesome range, intervening 
between the two Trades, varies in width 
from 150 to more than 500 miles. It 
is widest in September, and narrowest in 
December or January. I now speak more 
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particularly of what happens in the At
lantic. In the wide Pacific, far from land, 
fewer modifying circumstances interfere 
with the regular course of the phenomena, 
than in the comparatively narrow sea 
formed by the opposite shoulders of Africa 
-and South America. 

Calms, also, are met with in this inter,.. 
mediate region, or purgatory of the out
ward-bound voyage, and occasionally vio.
lent tornados or squalls, which, in a mo
ment, tear away every rag of canvass from 
a ship's yards. For several hours at a 
time, also, rain falls down in absolute 
torrents. Even when the weather clears 
up, and a fresh breeze comes, it is gene
rally from the southward, directly in the 
outward-bound navigator's teeth. He 
must have patience, however, and strive 
to make the most of it by keeping on 
that tack by which most southing is to 
be gained. It is now, I believe, gene
rally held to be the best practice to place 
the ship between 18° and 23° of west 
longitude on losing the north-east Trade; 
and likewise to endeavour, if possible, 
to cross the equator somewhere between 
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these two longitudes. Before reaching 
the line, however, the navigator will 
almost always be met by the south-east 
Trade-wind. From January to :May he 
may expect to meet it in 1° or ~ north 
latitude; but in summer and autumn, he 
will find the northern or equatorial limit 
-of the south-east Trade a degree or two 
still further to the northward of the lines. 
See the Table, at page 189. 

On first encountering the south-east 
Trade, an outward-bound ship is obliged 
to steer much more to the westward than 
she wishes to do, in consequence of the 
wind blowing so directly towaros the equa
tor, and not along it, as some of the books 
will insist on, in spite of nature. So that 
if she be a dull sailer, she may have some 
difficulty in weathering the coast of Brazil 
about Cape St. Roque. As she proceeds 
onwards, however, and makes a little 
more southing, the wind will haul more 
and more round from the south to the 
south-east, then east-south-east. and event
ually to ea.."i at the southern limit of the 
Trade-wind. An inexperienced sailor, on 
first entering the south-east Trade, is very 
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apt to be too solicitous about making 
southing, and hugs the wind much too 
close; whereas, he ought rather to keep his 
ship off a little, give her a fathom or two of 
the fore and main sheets, and take a small 
pull of the weather top-sail and top-gal
lant braces, to ensure making good way 
through the water. Indeed, many offi
cers go 60 far as to recommend flanking 
across the south-east Trade with a fore-top
mast studding~ set. Although, I think, 
there can be no doubt of the so~ndness.ef 
this advice, I confess that it does require 
no inconsiderable degree of faith to adopt 
a course, which, apparently, takes the 
ship not directly away from her object, 
but very much out of.the straight road. 
In this respect, it may be remarked, that 
the scale of navigation on every Indian 
voyage is 1!0 great, and the importance of 
getting into those para.lle1! where favour
able breezes are certain to be met with, of 
so much more consequence than the gain of 
mere distance, that two or three hundred 
miles to the right or left, or even twice 
that space, is often not to }:Ie regarded .. 
Accordingly. in cutting or flanking across 

VOL. I.-SERIES II. o 
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the south-east Trade-wind, the object, it 
should be remembered, is not to shorten 
the distance, but to reach those latitudes 
'where strong westerly gales are to be 
met with, by help of which five hundred 
or a thousand miles of lost distance' are 
speedily made up, and the rest of the 
'passage secured. 

In those regions lying beyond the south
ern tropic, westerly winds prevail during 
the greater part of the year, exactly as we 
find on this' side of the northern tropic. 
In the southern hemisphere, and far from 
the land, the wind may be said to blow 
from the westward almost as steadily' as 
the Trades do from the eastward. The 
great object, therefore, for an outward
bound ship is ,to get far enough south to 
ensure this fair wind. Beyond the lati
tude of 300, and as far as 40°, this purpose 
wilhgenerally be answered. , 

Weare sufficiently familiar in England 
with the fact of westerly winds prevailing 
in the Atlantic; but it may be interesting 
to state a nautical fact, established by 
ample experience, shewing the degree in 
which this circumstance operates practi-
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cally. From a list of the passages made 
by the N ew York monthly packets. across 
the Atlantic, during a period of six years, 
it is shewn that the average length of the 
voyage from Liverpool to America, that 
is, towards the west, is forty days; while 
the average length of the homeward 
passage, or that from west to east, is only 
twenty-three days. And it may fix these 
facts more strongly in the recollection, ~o 
mention, that the passage-money from 
England to America (against the prey;t
lent wind) is five guineas more than that 
paid on the return voyage; the outward 
voyage costing thirty-five, the homeward 
thirty guineas. 

This prevalence of westerly winds be
yond the tropics is readily explained by 
the same reasoning which has been ap
plied to the Trades blowing within them. 

. The swift-moving air of the torrid zone, 
on being rarefied and raised up, flows 
along towards the poles, and in a direc
tion from the equator, above the cooler 
and slower-moving air, which, as I have 
already described, is. drawn along the 
surface of the earth from the temperate 
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regions beyond the tropics. When the 
rarefied equatorial air has travelled some 
thirty <ir forty degrees of latitude along 
the. upper regions of the atmosphere to
wards the poles, it becomes cooled, and -
is ready to descend again, between the 
latitudes of !:loo and 600, to supply the 
:place of the lower air, drawn off towards 
the equator by the Trade-winds. But 
this partially cooled all' falls ona part 
of the earth's surface which is moving 
much more slowly towards 'the east, iu 
its diurnal rotation, than the air which 
has descended upon it, and which is still 
impressed with a great proportion of its 
eastern velocity due to the equatorial pa
rallels of latitude, where it was heated 
and raised up. The necessary consequence 
of this is, -to produce a rap;d motion in the 
air from the west over the earth's sur
face ; and this, combined with the other 
motion ofthe same portion of air, or that 
which has driven it from. tlie equatorial 
regions, produces soremsTkable a pre
valence ofsouth-westel'ly 'Winds in the 
northern hemisphere, and north-westerly 
winds in the southern :hemisphere, in those 
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districts lying between the latitudes of3()O 
and 600. 

In all that has been said above, it has 
been assumed that the quickest-moving 01' 

equatorial belt of the earth is !llso the hot
~e8t, and consequently that over which the 
air has the greatest tendency to rise. But, 
although this is generally true, it is not, 
by any means, universally.so. The vari~ 
ations, however, which are obs~rved to 
OCCUr in those places where the circum
stances fonn an exception to the general 
Fllle, tend strongly to confirm the theory 
of Hadley. The monsoons of. India, as 
I shall presently ('hew, are examples of 
this ibut the most striking instance with 
which I am personally acquainted, occurs 
in the Pacific Ocean, between the Bay of 
Panl4Da and the Peninsula of CalifQrnia, 
from latitude 8° to 22° north. If the huge 
continent of Mexico were taken away, and 
only sea left in its place. there C!ln be no 
doubt but the ordinary phenomena of the 
Trade-winds would be observable in that 
part oftbe Pacific above mentioned. Cool 
air would then be drawn, from the fillow
moving parallels lying to the northward, 
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towitrds the sWift-moving latitudes, Dear 
the equator, in order to supply the place 
of the rarefied air remoyed to the higher 
regioDs of the at'mosphere, and, of course, 
north-easterly breezes would be produced.· 
But when the sun comes oyer Mexico, 
that vast district of country is made to 
act the part of an enormous heater, and' 
becomes-' a far more powerful cause of 
rarefaction to the superincumbent air than
the ocean which lies between it and the 
equator. Accordingly, the air over Mexico; 
between the latitudes of 10° and 30°, is 
more heated than that which lies oYer the 
sea between the line and latitude 20°; and 
as the coolest, or least heated, that is, the 
most dense fluid, always rushes towards 
the place .lately occupied by the hottest 
arid most buoyant, the air from the equa
tor will be drawn towards the coast of 
Mexico, the great lo~al source of heat 
and rarefaction. 

But. as this equatorial air is of course 
impressed ,with a more rapid eastern velo
City than those parts of the earth which 
form the 'southern shores' of Mexico, .a 
westeriy wind - must be produced by the 
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relative difference in these two .motions. 
At that particular season of the year when 
the sun is in high southern declination, 
Mexico is not exposed to his perpendicu
lar rays. The equatorial regions are the~ 
more heated than Mexico, and accordingly 
we actually find north-easterly breezes, 
nearly as they would be jf Mexico were 
out of the 'way, and quite in accordance 
with our. theory. 

In like manner, in the Atlantic, when. 
the sun is far to the north, the great 
deserts of the western angle, or shoulder 
of Mrica, become as vehemently h~ated, 
or more so, perhaps, than Mexico, and 
this draws the air from the equator, so 
as to produce the south-westerly winds I 
have already spoken of in the troublesome 
range called the Variables. 

Finally, the great Monsoons of the In'7 
dian ocean and China sea contribute tq 
establish this theory of Hadley, though, 
I am not aware that he ever brought i~ 
to bear on these very interesting 'pheno
~ena. They are eminently deserving of 
such notice, however, from being periodical 
Trade-winds of the highest order of utility 
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in . one of the busiest commercial regions 
of the world. Their periodical or shifting 
character, to which they owe the name 
of Monsoon, from an Oriental word sig
:nifying season," is the circumstance upon 
which their extensive utility in a great 
Illeasure depends, amongst nations where 
the complicated science of navigation· is 
but in a rude state. Myriads of vessels 
sail from their homes during one Mon
sOOn before· the wind, or so nearly before 
it, that there is no great skill required in 
I"eaching all the ports at which they wish 
to touch; and when the wind shifts to the 
opposite quarter, they steer back again, 
in like manner, with a flowing sheet. 
Thus, with an exceedingly small portion 
of nautical skill, they contrive to make 
their passages by means of what we blue 
jackets call a 'soldier's wind, there and 
back again: It will sometimes happen 
that these. rude navigators miscalculate 
their time, Qr meet with accidents to retard 
them till the period of change has gone 
past, and then they have no resource but 
to wait for. half a year till the MonsoOn 
shifts; not quite so unpleasantly, to be 



VOYA.GES A.ND TRA.VELS. 201 

sure, as Parry, when jammed up iDthe 
ice, but searcely lesl fixed. 

Experienced sailors in like' circum
stances; acquainted with the varieties of 
winds prevailing in those seas, a.nd having 
some acquaintance with this theory, if not 
in their heads, at least' at their tinge1'
ends, would speedily get their vessels out 
of the serape above described. into which 
the lubberly. Chinese junks sometimes fall. 
They might, and certainly would, lose time 
in making .. round-about of some two or 
three hundred miles in searching fap a. 
wind; but if they really knew what they 
were about, they would be sure to catch it 
at last, and to turn it to their purpose. 

I must repeat, that anyone not per
sonally familiar with the lands and seas or 
the East will hardly be able to follow with 
satisfaction or advantage the sketch of the 
Monsoons which I om about to give, unless 
he .have a globe under his fingers to refer 
to at every sentence. I dare not hope, 
otherwise, to make myself intelligible in 
this, or, indeed, in any other part of a 
chapter 80 completely profe88ional. 

From April to October, when the liun's 
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rays fall with greatest effect on Arabia, 
India, and China, and the several inter
jacent seas to which these immense conn
tries give their name, the air in contact 
with them becoming heated, rises, and 
gives place· to fresh supplies drawn from 
the equator. But this equatorial mass 
of air has had imparted to it, by the 
earth's rotation, a greater degree of velo
city in the direction from west to east than 
belongs to the countries and seas just men
tioned; and this additional velocity, com
bined with its motion from the equator, in 
rushing to fill up the vacuum caused by 
the rarefaction of the air over those regions 
intersected by the tropic, causes the south
west :Monsoon. " This wind," says Hors
burgh, "prevails from April to October, 
between. the equator and the tropic of 
Cancer, and it reaches from the east coast 
of Africa to the coasts of India, China, 
and the Philippine Islands; its influence 
extends sometimes into the Pacific ocean 
as far as the Marian Islands, on to lo~oi
tude about 145° east, and it reaches as far 
north as the Japan Islands."to 

.• Horsburgh's Directions, Introduction, p. 4. 
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Captain Horsburgh, the most accom
plished and intelligent, and, I may add, 
one of the most useful, of Oriental naviga:: 
tors, thus goes on to describe what takes 
place in the winter months: 

"The north-east Monsoon," he says, 
" prevails from October to May, through .. 
out nearly the same space that the south .. 
west Monsoon prevails in the opposite sea.., 
son mentioned above. But the Monsoons 
are subject to great obstructions by land; 
and in contracted places, such as Malacca 
Strait, they are changed into variable 
winds. Their limits are not every wIiere 
the same, nor do they always shift exactly 
at the same period."· 

During this last-named period, when the 
north-east Monsoon is blowing,· viz. from 
October to May, the sun is acting with its 
greatest energy on the regions about. the 
equator and the seas lying between.it and 
the southern tropic; while. the, countries 
formerly mentioned (Arabia, India, and 
China), lying under the northern tropic; 
become comparatively cool v The air over 
these regions becomes relatively more dense 

• Horsburgh's Directions, Introduction, p. 4. -
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than the rarefied air near the line; conse
quently the cool air rushes to the south
ward to interchange places with that which 
has been heated; and as the cool air comes 
from slower-moving to quicker-moving 
parallels of latitude, that is, from the tro
pical to the equatorial regions, the north
easterly Monsoon is produced, very much 
resembling in its effect, as it strictly does 
in its cause, the ordinary Trade-wind of 
the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. 

This is a very general view of what may 
be called the great Monsoons of India; 
but there are many variations in different 
places, all of which are 80 readily explained 
by the foregoing theory, that they form by 
no means the least interesting branch of 
the subject, or the least satisfactory of its 
illustrations. 

One of the most extensive of these V1I.

rieties, though of a less general and sweep
ing character than those which blow in the 
Arabian sea and bay of Bengal, is found 
~n a very remote part of the world. "From 
October to April this north-west Monsoon 
prevails between the north-east part of 
Madagal>Car and the west coast of New 
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Holland; and it is generally confined be
tween the equator and 100 or II 0 south 
latitude, but subject to irregularities."*' 
This westerly wind is -evidently produced 
by the air drawn actually from the equa~ 
tor towards the slower· moving latitudes of 
the earth, by the rarefaction 'Of .the air to 
the southward when the sun is near the 
tropic of Capricorn. "The south~ast 
Monsoon predominates from April to Oe~ 
tober in the space last mentioned, and in 
some places reaches to the equator." t 
In this case, the slow-moving air .Rear 
the southern tropic is brought, as in the 
ordinary case of the south-east Trade
wind, to the quick-moving parts 'Of the 
earth's surface. 

The following remark of Horsburgh's, 
in describing the Monsoons, is extremely 
valuable, and assists in the neatest manner 
possible to explain Hadley'S theory of these 
matters:-

" The parts where the north-west and 
the south-east Monsoons prevail with 
greatest strength and regularity, are in 

• Horsburgh, Introduction, p. 4. t Ibid. 
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·the Java sea, and from thence eastward 
to Timor, amongst the Molucca and Banda 
Islands, and onward to New Guinea;"" 
for it will be obvious to anyone who in
-spects the globe on reading this passa"aoe, 
that there occurs in the neighbourhood of 
the: spots alluded to, a powerful cause for 
the strength and regularity of the Mon
soons. The enormous island, or continent, 
as it might almost be called, of New HoI
land, may well be supposed to act the 
part of a heater from October to April, 
when the sun is so nearly over it. During 
that period the equatorial air is drawn to 
the south along the intermediate seas, 
amongst the Moluccas and other Spice 
Islands, so as to produce a strong and 
steady north-westerly Monsoon. Of course, 
the opposite effect will be produced when 
the sun retreats to the north, and leaves 
New Holland to cool. 

These instances are quite enough, I 
should imagine, to satisfy ordinary cu
riosity on this point; but professional 
men will not, or ought not, to be con-

• Horsburgb, Introduction, p. 4. 
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• 
tented till they have investigated all 
branches of this important topic; in
cluding, of course, that elegant and very 
useful episode, the land and sea breezes 
of all hot climates. HOrSburgh's East 
India Directory, which I have quoted 
above so frequently, is by -far the best 
authority with which I am acquainted 
on these subjects. Indeed I may say, 
without any fear of contradiction, that 
this extraonlinary work is one of -the 
most valuable gifts which well-directed 
industry l:as bestowed ou modern n~vi-

. gation. Under its sole guidance I have 
sailed, I dare say, over more than a hun
dred thousand miles of the earth's surface, 
not in broad daylight only, and in favour
able weather, but often in the dark, and 
in storms, and frequently, too, when not 
one person on boanl had ever visited those 
regions before. In proportion as my own 
local knowledge of those seas became ma
tured, by the experience of several years 
while navigating amongst them, so the 
confidence I felt in the authority of this 
admirable navigator became more and 
more confirmed. 
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I must not, however, ()mit to do jus
tice to a beau.tifully written and accurate 
Essay on Winds and Currents, by that 
Prince ()f all Voyagers, Old Dampier; 
who, with .means far more circumscribed 
than. most of his successors, has contrived 
to :arrange aud condense his information 
in such a way as not only to render it 
available to practical .men, but to make 
it intelligible and interesting to every 
class of readers. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

PROGRESS OF THE VOYAGE. 

LET people say what they please of the 
fine bracing weather of a cold climate, I 
have never seen any truth-speaking per
ions who, on coming fairly to the trial, 
did not complain of a cold frosty morning 
as a very great nuisance, or who did hOt 
cling' eagerly to the fire to unbrace them
selves again. For my own part, I have 
always delighted in the relaxation, ifsuch 
be' the word, or the lassitude caused by 
hot weather; ,and, accordingly, have very 
rarely in my life encountered too hot a 
day. Of course,. in saying this, I take it 
for granted that the weather is to have 
fair play, and that our dress, apartments, 
and all other circumstances, shall be suit
able. Many a day far too hot have I met 
with in the choky, oven-like streets of 
London, where the blacks and the dust 
and the multitudes of people combine .to 
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augment· the temperature, already raised 
to the true German1!tove pitch by there
flection of such of the sun's rays as succeed 
in forcing their way through the stratum 
of smoke to the half-black, half-red bricks 
. of the walls. In winter evenings too, when 
every crevice or opening for the. air in a 
well-packed . ball~room is carefully kept 
shut, by orders from those perverse dow
agers who choose to plant themselves near 
the windows, a lively repreSentation 01 
the climate of the black-hole at Calcutta 
is sure to be enacted. At such seasons it 
certainly is rather too hot. Occasionally, 
also, at night, on board ship, in warm 
climates, in harbour, or in aealm at sea~ 
when all hands are below, the climate may 
well be called· insufferable. Or. in such 
horrible sinks and swamps as Batavia 
and. New Orleans, where the motionless 
air becomes thick and clammy with. 
miasmata, there can be no denying that 
the heat is too great. 

But I have very seldom, if ever, felt the 
weather disagreeably warm, even in India, 
when sailing on the open sea, or enjoying 
the free range of a wide country, under 
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awnings and bUDcaaloes, or-stretched· in· 'a 
palanquin, or shaded by aD' nmbrella on 
the back of an elephant. Soldiers' and 
sailors, whose duty exposes. them at all 
hours, either on a march or in boats, must, 
in spite of every contrivance of this sort, 
be often struck down by the heat, and 
sigh with all their hearts for the bracing 
'frosts of higher latitUdes.· I grant, ther&
fore, that what is said above has reference 
exclusively to those happy' folks who can 
command their own time and oceupations~ 
and who have the means of bringingAo 
bear on their comforts those innumerable 
luxurious contrinnces which the ingenuity 

, of wealth has devised in the East, to render 
its climate not only bearable, but one of 
the most enjoyable in the world. 

As we sailed along on our voyage to 
India, gradually slipping down. from . the 
high to the low latitudes, the merry sun 
crept up higher and higher every day to
wards the zenith, while the thermometer, 
of course, rose likewise. What was IJU)st 
agreeab1e in this change from cold to 
warmth, was the little difference between 
the temperature of the day and that' of 
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the night. As we approached the equa
tor, . thether'mometer fell only from 820 
in the day.:time to 790 or 800 at night, 
which,' on deck, was delightful. We did 
not, of course, come to this high tempera
.ture an at once; for on the 6th of May, 
the day after we passed directly under the 
sun, the average 'of the twenty-four hours 
was 73°, and at night 690 and 700. 

It is not to be imagined that every one 
was pleased with these changes; for, on 
board ship, as on shore, there exist, at 
all times, and in all latitudes, weathers, 
and climates, a set of discontented spirits, 
whose acquired habit, or whose radical na:' 
'ture it is, to find fault with the existing state 
of things, be these what they may. To 
such cantankerous folks a growl of misery 
would really seem ·to be the great para
doxical happiness of their lives, and the 
more unreasonable the cause, provided 
there seem reason in it, the better for their 
purpose. It is frequently' not any actual 
inconvenilmce of which these grumblers 
complain; but chiefly that which they 
might; could, or would suifer, were certain 
things to happen, all of which, of course, 
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it is part of your thorou -br~~~~ll9.t' 
to prophesJ will happen. Jt!j;'tJ"e~,. 
middy of this stamp glad to»n. nc~g~ 
below,. that some insignificant . tiC 
his .dinner really had been devoure 
his hungry messmates, while he himself 
was keeping his watch on deck. 

" I am used worse than a dog!" he 
would cry, secretly delighted to have 
gained the luxury of a grievance, upon 
which he might ring the changes of his 
ill usage for the next week. "I can't 
even get a basin of pease soup put by lor 
me i it's such an infernal shame, I'll cut 
the service!" 

The diversity of climate on an Indian 
voyage furnishes capital. nuts for these 
perturbed spirits. It is first too cold, then 
too hot i then there is not wind enough; 
then it blows too fresh in the squalls: by 
and by the nights are discovered to be 
abominably clotle and sultry, and in the 
day the fierce flaming downright heat of 
the sun is still worse; then the calms are 
never to be over; or the lying Trades, as 
they call them, have got capsised, and 
blow from the west instead of the east 1 
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After the' line has been' croSSed, and the 
south~east wind is met with, the weather 
SO?ll becomes what these ingenious fellows 
call too temperate, then it grows too cold 
again '; 'and next, off the Cape, the lati
tude is too stormy. In this' alone they 
have' some reason; and r have often re
gretted that~ bya royal ordinance of the 
King of Portugal, the name of this mighty 
promontory was changed from Cabo de 
Tormentos, tbeheadland of storms, to its 
present spoony title. In short, this grand 
'voyage is merely a peristrephic panorama 
of miseries, which if they survive, say they, 
it Will be happy for them. Happy! Not 
a whit. It is out of their nature to be 
happy. To find fault, and to fling away 
the, good the gods provide them, to sour 
every cup ofenjoyment by the gall of dis
content expressed from their own hearts, 
and to' aggravate the' pain of every real 
wound by the impatience of idle com
'plaints, . is their diseased joy. C Evil, be 
thou my good!' they might well exclaim; 
for, insteadol heightening the pleasures 
of life by full participation, or subduing its 
inevitable 'evils, or, at all events, softening 
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their asperity by enduring. with. fortituqe 
and cheerfulness what, cann~~ be h,elPed, 
these seu:.tormentors reject \fhat. is ,suQ- . 
stantially pleasing, andcUng .with ha
bitual, but .morbid relish, to whatever is 
disagreeable. . 

As we glided along, through the Trade
winds, ,towards the neck of sea which di
vides Africa from America, the symptoms 
of a change in climate became, daily more 
manifest. ,Every skylightpd stern wiQ.
dow was fastened· wide open, and every 
cabin-scuttle driven out, that Ii free draught 
of air might sweep through, the ship-;"all 
night long. In the day-time, the pitch in 
the seams of the upper-deck soon began 
to melt, and, by sticking to the soles of oW" 
shoes, plastered the planks, to the great 
discomfiture of the captaiJl. of the after
guard. The tar, oosing from. the cordage 
aloft, dropped on our heads, speckled the 

'snow-white boat covers, and obliged us to 
spread the hammock cloths, to pre~ent the 
bedding being ruined by the spots. On the 
.larboard or eastern side of the ship, which, 
:ofcourse" is always presented. ,to the sun 
when crossing the Trades ()n the ~utward-
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bound voyage, the pitch and rosin with 
which the seams had been payed ran 
down. in little streams across the lines of 
paint. To prevent,. as far as we could, 
some of these annoyances, we spread the 
awnings over the decks, and triced up 
the curtains, fore and aft, while every art 
was used to introduce air to all parts of 
the ship. The half-ports were removed 
from the main-deck guns, the gratings 
put on one si4e, and as many windsails 
sent down the hatchways as could be made 
to catch a puff of air. Blue trousers and 
beaver scrapers soon gave way before the 
~lements, ~nd were succeeded by nan~ 
keens, straw hats, and canvass caps. . In 
~hecaptain's cabin, where the presence 
of the governor, our passenger, still kept 
up the strait-laced ~tiq1,lettes of the ser~ 
vice, coats, and epaulettes appeared at 
dinner; but in the guu-room, the officers; 
the instant they came below, slipp~don 
t,heir light white jackets, and, sans waist.., 
coat, seized their autes and books, and 
drew their chairs as near as possible to the 
mouth of the windsail. In, the midshi~ 
~en's birth, outside in the steerage, truth 
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compels me to acknowledge, that the shirt 
without neckloek. 01' stock, and sOme
times with its sleeTes rolled up td'the 
elbows, was the most fashionable rig'. 
The teamen and marines, of COlll'Se; dined 
on the main-deck, not only that they 
might enjoy the fresh air breathing gently 
in npon them through the ports on the 
weather side, and sweeping out again by 
those to leeward, but that the lower-deck 
might he kept as cool and airy as possible 
against the sultry feverish night·season .. 

On such occasions' the men leave tbeir 
tables and stools below, and either seat 
themselves tailor-fashion, or recline R~ 
man-fashion. Nor is this in the least de: 
gree unpleasant; for the deck of a man- • 
of-war is made a8 clean every morning as 
any table, and is kept so during tbe day 
by being swept at least once an hour. Of 
all the tunes played by the boatswain's 
pipe, .tbat which calls the sweepers is tbe 
most frequently heard. When the order 
is given for dining on deck~ the different 
messes into which the crew are· divided 
occupy the spots immediately above their 
usual me$-places below, as far as the· guns 
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allow. of,their; doing so. It has always 
struck me· as· very pleasing, to see the 
mai.n,.deck covered. from the after-hatch
way to the cook's coppers, with the people's 
messes, enjoying their noonday repast, as 
delicious to them, and probably far more 
so, than any turtle feast to any alderman; 
while the.celestial grog, with which their 
hard, dry, salt junk is washed down, out
matches, twenty-fold, in Jack's estimation, 
all the . thiil. potations, the clarets,. and 
hocks, and vin de Graves, of those who, 
in no nry courteous language, are called 
their betters. For I will venture to say, 
that at such well-fed moments, no mortals, 
of whatever rank in the world, take pre

. cedence, on the score .of enjoyment and 
contentment, of. these our light-hearted 
tars .and jolly marines. 

I ·Until we had crossed the north-east 
Trade, and reached the Calms, the ship's 
way,.through the water was too great to 
allow of bathing alongside; but we easily 
contrived a. shower-bath, which answered 
very, well. . This consisted of a. packing
.box, ,the bottom of which was perforated 
with.holes, trieed up between two of the 
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ekide, near the gangwaYr' and undel"tJ;ae 
quarter of one of the boats on the booms; 
A couple of the top-men with dra~bucket.s 
eupplied the water from above, while the 
bather stood on the main-deck enjoying 
the shower. The time selected for this 
delightful bath was usually about four 
o'clock.in the morning, after the. middle 
watch was out, and ·before the exhausted 
~fficer tumbled into bed. A- four hours' 
walk, indeed, in a sultry night, be it 
managed ever so gently, has a tendency 
to produce a degree of heat approaching 
to feverishness; and I have no words> to 
deBCribe the luxury of standing und~r. a 
cool shower when the long task is endecJ. 
We were generally just enough fatigued 
to be sure of a sound, light,. happy sleep, 
and just enough heated to revel in the 
coolest water that waS to be had. In fact, 
we found that or the sea much too wand, 
being only two or three degrees below the 
temperature of the air. To remedy this, 
our plan was, to expose a dozen buckets
full on the gangway at eight or nine o'clock 
in the evening; and these, being allowed to 
stand till morning, became so much cooler 
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by the evaporation in the night, that the 
shock was unspeakably grateful. 

,Perhaps there is not any more charac. 
teristic evidence of our being within the 
tropical regions, one, I mean, which strikes 
the imagination more forcibly, than the 
company of those, picturesque little ani· 
mals, if it be correct so to call them, the 
flying-fish. It is true, that a stray one or 
two may sometimes be met with far north; 
making a few short skips out ofthe water, 
and I 'even remember seeing several close 
to the edge of the banks of Newfoundland, 
in latitude 45°. These, however, had been 
swept out of their natural position by the 
huge gulf-stream, an ocean in itself, which 
retains much of its temperature far into 
the northern regions, and possibly helps 
to modify the climate over the Atlantic; 
But it is not until the voyager has fairly 
reached the heart of the torrid zone that 
he sees the flying-fish in perfection. 

No familiarity with the sight can ever 
Tender us indifferent to the graceful flight 
of these most interesting of all the finny, 
or, rather, winged tribe. On the contrary, 
like a bright day, or a smiling counte-
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nance, or 'good company of any kind, the 
more we see of them, the more 'We .Jearn 
to value their presence. I have, in fact, 
hardly ever observed a person so dull, 
or nnimaginative, that his eye did not 
glisten as he watched a shoal, or, it may 
well be called, a covey of flying-fish rise 
from the sea, and skim along for several 
hundred yards. There is something in it 
so very peculiar, so totally dissimilar to 
every thing else in other parts of the 
world, that our wonder goes on increa~ing 
every time we see even a single one take 
its flight. The incredulity, indeed, of the 
old Scotch wife on this head is sufficiently 
excusable. " You may hae seen' rivers 0' 

milk, and mountains 0' sugar," said she 
to her son, returned from a voyage; "but 
you'll ne'er gar me believe you hae seen a 
fish that could flee !" 

I have endeavoured to form an estimate 
as to the length of these flighta, and find 
two' hundred yards set down in my notes 
as about the longest; but, I think, subse,;. 
quent observation has extended. the space. 
The· amiable Humboldt good-naturedly 
suggests, that these· flights may be mere 
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gambols; and not indicative of the flying.:. 
fish being pursued by 'their formidable 
enemy the dolphin. I wish I could belie\"e 
so; for it. were much more 8.oOTeeabie to 
suppose, that at the end of the fine sweep 
which they take, at the height of ten or 
t,venty feet above the surface, they may 
fall gently and safely on the bosom of the 
sea, than pop full into the voracious jaws 
of their merciless foe. 

I do not recollect whether the eminent 
traveller just mentioned, who not only 
observes many more things than most 
men, but describes them much better, has 
any where mentioned his having witnessed 
one of these chases. Indeed, they are not 
very often ,seen; at least, I am not sure 
that I have observed above half a dozen; 
though I have crossed and recrossed the 
equator fourteen times. The prettiest I 
remember to have assisted at, as the 
French say, and the details of which I 
shall describe presently, was during the' 
first voyage I ever made through those 
regions of the sun. The pleasant Trade 
which had wafted us, with different de
grees of velocity, over a distance of more 
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than a thousand miles, at last gradually 
failed. . The first symptom' of, ,theap~ 
proaching calm was the sails beginning 
to flap gently against the masts, so gently, 
indeed, that we half hoped it was caused, 
not so much by the diminished force of 
the breeze, with which we were very un
willing to part, as by that long and pecu
liar swell which, 

.. In the torrid clime 
Dark heaving," 

has found the hand of a master-artist to 
embody it in a description; more techni
cally correct, and' certainly far more 
graphic in all its parts, than if the picture 
had been filled up from the log-books of 
ten thousand voyagers. . 

The same noble writer, by merely letting 
his imagination run wild a little, has also 
given a sketch of what might take place 
were one of these calms to be perpetual '; 
and so true to nature is all his pencilling, 
that many a time, when day. after day 
has passed without a breath of wind, and 
there came no prospect of any breeze, 
I have recollected the following strange 
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lines, and almost fancied that such might 
be our own dismal fate . 

.. The rivers, lakes, and ocean, all stood still, 
And nothing stirred within their silent depths ; 
Sbips sailorless lay J'Otting on the sea, 
And their masts fell down piecemeal; as they 

dropped, 
They slept on the abyss without a surge. 
The waves were dead; the tides Wei'll in their 

grave, 
The moon, their mistress, bad expired before ; 
The winds were witbered in the stagnant air, 
And the clouds perisbed."--· 

The faint zephyrs, which had coquetted 
with our languid sails for an hour or two, 
at length took their leave, first of the 
courses, then of the top-sails, and lastly of 
the royals and 'the smaller flying kites 
aloft. In vain we looked round and round 
the horizon for some traces of a return of 
our old friend the Trade, but could distin
guish nothing save one polished, dark
heaving sheet of glass, reflecting the un
broken disk of the sun, and the bright, 
clear sky in the moving mirror beneath. 
From the heat, which soon became intense, 

• Darkness. By Lord Byron. 
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there was no escape, either on deck or 
below, aloft in the tops. or still higher on 
the eross-trees; Deither could we find re
llef down in 1he hold; for it was all the 
same, except that in the exposed situa
tions we were scorched or roasred, in the 
others suffocated. The useless helm was 
lashed amidships, the yards were lowered 
on the cap, and the boats were dropped 
into the water to fill up the cracks and 
rents caused by the fierce heat. The 0c

casion was taken advantage oC to ~1;Uft 
some oC the sails, and to mend others; 
most oC the mooing ropes also were turned 
end for end. A listless feeling stole over 
us all, and we lay about the decks ga..cap
ing for breath, in vain seeking .some al
leviation. to our thirst by drink! drink! 
drink! Alas, the transient indulgence 
only made the matter worse ! 

Meanwhile, our convoy oC h1\,<>'e China 
ships, rolling very slowly on the top oC 
the long, smooth, and scarcely perceptible 
ri~a-es, or sinking as gently between their 
summits, were scattered in all directions, 
with their heads in different ways, some 
looking homeward a",aain, and some, as.if 
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by instinct, keeping still for the soQ.th. 
How it happens I do not know, but on 
occasionS' of perfect calm, or such as ap
pear to be perfeCtly calm, the ships of a 
fleet generally drift away from one ano
ther; so that, at the end of a few hours, 
the whole circle bounded by the horizon 
is speckled over with thes!l unmanageable 
hulks, as they may for the time be· con
sidered. . It will occasionally happen, in
deed, that two ships draw so near in a 
calm, as to incur some risk of falling on 
hoard one another. .I need scarcely men
tion, that, even in the smoothest water 
ever found in the open sea, two large ships 
coming into actual contact m~st prove a 
formidable encounter. As long as they 
are apart, their gentle and rather· graceful 
movements are fit subjects of admiration; 
and I have often seen people gazing, for 
an hour at a: time, at the" ships of a be
calmed fleet, slowly twisting round, chan
ging their position, and rolling from side 
to side, as silently as if they had been in 
harbour, or accompanied only by the faint, 
rippling sound tripping along the water
line, as the copper below the bends alter-
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nately sunk into the sea, or rose out of it, 
dripping wet, and shining as bright and 
clean as a new coin, from the constant 
friction of the ocean during the previous 
rapid passage across the Trade-winds. 

But all this picturesque admiratioI,l 
changes to alarm when ships come so close 
as to risk a contact; for these motions, 
which appear so slow and gentle to the 
eye, are irresistible in their force; and as 
the chances are against the two vessel~ 
moving exactly in the same direction at 
the same moment, they must speed:ily 
grind or tear one another to pieces. Sup
posing them to come in contact side by 
side, the first roll would probably tear 
away the fore and main channels of both 
ships; the next roll, by interlacing the 
lower yards, and entangling the spars of 
one ship with the shrouds and backstays 
of the other, would in all likelihood bring 
.down all three. masts of both. ships, not 
piecemeal, as the poet hath it, but in one 
furious crash.. Beneath the J"!lins of the 
spars, the coils of rigging, and the ,enor
mous folds of canvass, might lie crushed 
,many of the best hands, who, from being 
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aiways . the foremost to spring forward in 
such seasons of danger, are surest to be 
sacrificed. After this first catastrophe, the 
ships would probably drift away from one 
another for a little while,only to tumble 
together again and again, till they had 
ground one 'another to the water's edge, 
and one or both of them would fill and 
go down. In such encounters it is im
possible to stop the mischief, and oak 
and iron break and crumble in pieces, 
like sealing-wax and pie-crust. Many 
instances of such accidents are on record, 
but I never witnessed one. 

To prevent . these frightful rencontres, 
care is always taken to hoist out the boats 
in good time, ifneed be, to .tow the ships 
apart, or, what is generally sufficient, to 
tow the ships' heads. in opposite directions. 
I scarcely know why this should have the 
etrect,but certainly it appears that, be the 
calm ever so complete" ,or dead, as the 
term is, a vessel generally forges ahead, 
or steals along imperceptibly in the direc
tion she is looking to; possibly from the 
conformation of the h~l; 

Shortly'after the.Tl'ade-'wind left us, a 



VOYAGES AND TRAVELS. 2~9 

cloud rose in the BOUth,. which swn filled 
the whole air, and discharged upon us the 
most furious shower I ever beheld (except, 
perhaps, once at San BIas in Mexico), and 
such as I can ~mpare to nothing but that 
flung on the traveller's h~ad who ventures 
behind the sheet of water a~ Ni~"'8ra. As 
few people try this experim',!nt, I am afraid 
the comparison will go but little way to 
help the imagination in conceiving the 
violence of a tropical shower. I must 
mention, how~ver, one very essential dif
ference between 'the two cases. In the 
space between the rock and the cataract 
of Niagara, the deluge of water is accom
panied by such violent gusts of wind, that 
the inexperienced person who ventures into 
this strangest but grandes~ of aU caverns 
is in constant terror of being whisked oil" 
his legs, and thrown headlong into the 
horrid, boiling, roaring' pool below. In. 
the tropical showers above alluded to, the 
rain generally falls down in perpendicular 
lines of drops) or spouts, without a breath 
of wind, unaccompanied' by thunder or 
any other noise. and in one great gush or 
splash, as if some prodigious reservoir had 
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t)een upset over the fleet from the edge of 
the cloud. 

Our noble commander, delighted with 
the opportunity of replenishing his stock 
of water, called out, " Put shot on each 
side, and slack all the stops down, so that 
the awnings may slope inwards. Get 
buckets and empty casks to hand in
stantly!" 

In a few minutes the awnings were half 
full C?fwater, and a hole connected with a 
hos~ having been prepared beforehand near 
the lowest point, where the canvass was 
weighed down by the shot, a stream de
scended as if a cock had been turned. Not 
a drop of this was lost; but being carried 
.off, it was poured into a starting-tub at 
the hatchway, and so conveyed by a pipe 
to the casks in the hold. By the time 
the squall was over, we had filled six or 
eight butts; and although not good to 
drink, from being contaminated by the 
tar from the ropes and sails, the water 
answered admirably for washing, which 
was our object in catching it. 

Ever since the days o/Captain Cook (the 
father of our present domestic economy on 
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board ship), it has been the practice to allow 
the crew two washing-days per wee;k., on 
the details of which proceeding, and some 
other points of discipline, first intrOduced 
by that great voyager, I shall have occa
sion to touch at another time. At present 
I merely wish to give a hint to those who 
never tried the experiment, that there is 
a prodigious difference between a shirt 
scrubbed in salt water, and one which has 
been washed in fresh. We all know the 
misery of putting on wet clothes, or sleep
ing in damp sheets. Now, a shirt washed 
in salt water is really a great deal worse 
than eithe.r; because, in the cases alluded 
to, one may apply to the fire or the sun, 
and remedy the evil at the cost of a little 
time and trouble; but in the wretched pre
dicament of putting on salt-water-washed 
linen, no such process avails any thing. 
You first dry your unhappy shirt, 6y ex~ 
posing it to the sun or the fire till it seems 
as free from moisture as any bone; . you 
then put it on, in hopes of enjoying the 
benefit of clean linen. Alas, not a whit 
of enjoyment fofi?,ws! For if the air be 
in a humid state, or you are exposed to 
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exercise, the treacherous sall!, which, when 
erystallised,. has hidden itself in. the. fibres 
of the clotb. speedily deliquesces. ormelts~ 
a.nd you have all the tortures f)f being once 
more wrapped: in moist drapery. ,In your 
agony, you pull itofl'; run to. the galley
range, and toast it over again ; or you 
hang it up iJ'.l the fiery heat oithe southem 
sun,. and when not III particle of wet seems 
tG.remain,yo.u draw it:o.n a second time, 
fancying your job at last complete. But, 
miserable man! you are as ill off as ever; 
for the insidio.US enemy has merely retired 
out of sight, but still lurks so. close, that 
no art we yet know of will expel him, 
save and except that' of a . good sound 
rinsing in fresh water • 

. Seeing, then, that hardly any discom
rort· can. exceed what has been just de
scribed, I need scarcely add that there 
are Jew greater favours of the minor kind 
which a considerate captain may bestow 
on his crew, than giving them, when
ever he possibly can, at . least as much 
fresh water 88 will serve to carry off the 
abominable salt from their clothes, after 
they have .first heenwell scoured. in the 
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water of the ocean. Even thissmana~ 
lowance i~ a great comfort on ·those 'occa-. 
sions, when a sufficient quantity cannot he 
allowed for performing the'whole 'Opera:
tion' of washing from first to last.' By;a 
judicious management of the ship's re:; 
gular stock, and, above all, by losing no 
opportunity of catehing rain wateF,either 
during these tropical showel'S', or upon or .. 
dinary occasions of wet weather, an officer' 
of any activity, woo really possesses a good 
feeling towards his people, need seldom be 
without the !DeRns of giving to each man 
of his crew a gallon twice a-week during 
the longest voyage •. 

It was from an old and excellent officer 
I first learned, that, hYP,roper and eon .. 
stant care, this indulgence might almost 
always be granted. It is not easy, I freel, 
admit, at all times, and in all climates,tto 
keep a supply ofwashing-watel" on board; 
and under most circumstances, it certainly 
requires more personal exertion than those 
individuals are aware'of, who have not given 
it their attention. . But I feel persuaded 
that there does I10t exist an officer in the 
Navy who would not cheerfuIJy take even 



234 FRAGMENTS OF 

a. great ,deal more trouble, if once made 
fully sensible of the unspeakable comfort 
which this very reasonabl~ indulgence 
affords to· the men under his care. To· 
those who hold the doctrine that sailors 
are by their nature ungrateful, and that it 
is useless to grant them advantages which 
are not abs9lutely necessary, these recom
mendations will appear trivial and absurd. 
But I trust the prevalence of such un
worthy sentiments in the Navy' is becom
ing less and less every day. Officers are 
now generally pretty well aware, that the 
alleged ingratitude of. their men, belongs 
fully .. more to unreasonable· expectations 
on . their own part, than to any want of 
feeling on that oftheir crew. A captain 
ought to do what is right and kind, sim-~ 
ply because it is right and kind; and his 
conduct in this respect should not be in
fluenced by the manner in which it is re
ceived; at all events, he may be certain, 
that if his favours be bot well received, 
the fault lies in his manner of giving 
them. Sail,?r8 have the most acute pene
tration possible on these occasions, apd 
if the captain be actuated by any petty 
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motives oC selfishness, or be prompted by 
any trashy desire to gain a flimsy popu
larity; in short, if his conduct be regu-

. lated by any wish t'Xcept that oC doing his 
duty uniformly and kindly, the Johnnies 
will see through it all, and either laugh 
at him or hate him, or both. 

The art oC granting a favour gracefully 
and usefully is one of far greater difficulty 
than is generally supposed; and as the 
l!ommand oC a man-of-war is a grand 
school Cor its study, most truly happy shall 
I be if what I have said here or elsewhere 
shall induce a single brother-officer to turn 
his attention more earnestly than before to 
the domestic comforts oChis people, one of 
the most delightful, and certainly one oC 
the most useful branches oC the arduous 
duties of a commander. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

AQUATIC SPORTS. 

ONE day~ after we had lost the north-east 
Trade-wind, and when the Beei of China 
ships, with their companions, the two ships 
of war, were drifting about in the calm, 
more like logs of wood than any thing 
else, a furious squall, unperceived till it 
reached us, swept through the fleet. The~ 
violent tornadoes are generally called white 
squalls, from being unattended by those 
black heavy rain clouds which usually 
accompany such transient blasts. . 

On the occasion of ordinary squalls, even 
with the advantage of the warning given 
by rising clouds, we find it not always 
easy to escape their force unhurt. If the 
wind be fair, we feel a natural reluctance 
to shorten sail, so as to lose any portion 
of the good which Fortune is sending us ; 
or, at all events, we do not wish to com
mence shortening sail till the squall is so 
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near that there is an absolute necessity 
for doing 80. It will, therefore, often 
happen that inexperienced officers are 
deceived by the unexpected velocity with 
which the gust comes down upon them. 
And even the ,oldest sailors, if navigating 
in regions with which they have ,not be
come actually acquaint~ are apt to mi~ 
calculate the time likely to elapse before 
,the wind can touch them. In these cases, 
unless the men are very active, the sails 
are generally torn, and 'SOmetimes a 'mast 
or a. yard is carried away. It is, besid.es, 
80 often doubtful whether there is to. be 
any wind in the squall, or it is to prove 
merely a plump c4 rain, that there seem. 
few points of distinction more remarkable 
between the seamanship of an old and a 
young officer, than their power ,of judging 
of this matter. To a man quite inexpe
rienced, a squall may look in the highest 
degree threatening; he will order the top
gallant clew-lines to be manned, place 
hands by -the topsail haulyards, and lay 
along tl1e main clew-garnets. His more 
experienced captain, however, being ap
prised of the squall's approach, steps on 
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deck, .takes a hasty look to windward, 
and says to his young friend, the officer 
of the .watch, " Never mind, there's no
thing- in it, it's only rain; keep the sails 
on her." 

And although the older authority, nine 
times in ten, proves correct in his judg-: 
lnent, he might find it difficult, or even 
impossible, to tell exactly upon what his 
confidence rested. Sailors, boast, indeed, 
of having an infallible test by which the 
point in question may be ascertained, their 
secret being clothed in the following 
rhymes, so to call them: 

" If the rain's before the wind, 
·'Tis time to take the topsails in ; 
If the wind's before the rain, 
Hoist your topsails up again." 

By which we are taught to understand, 
that when the ;rain of a squall reaches the 
ship before the .breeze which it contains, 
there will be danger in carrying on, and 
vice versa. Some rule of this .kind, adapt
ed to the meridian of London, might per
haps save our good citizens many a sound 
ducking in l.lyde Park of a Sunday after
noon ;' for I observe the crowd never take 
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the slightest precaution till the squall is 
right upon them, and then it is too late. 

The practical knowledge alluded to, 
however, which is sometimes called pro
fessional tact, comes not by rhymes, but 
by experience alone; and something akin 
to this, I presume, may be discovered in 
every calling. A painter,- for example, 
might be utterly at a loss to communi
cate to a brother-artist the rules by which 
he has produced those effects, that he 
himself has flung, as it were, on the can
V8.<I8, with a kind of intuitive confidence, 
scarcely conscious of effort. Many long 
and hard years ofstudy, and myriads of 
forgotten trials, however, must have been 
gone through to give this envi~ble faci
lity. So it is with seamanship, where it 
is so frequently indispensable to act with 
promptitude one way or the other. 

No experience, however, can altogether 
guard against these sudden gusts or white 
squalls, since they make no shew, except, 
sometimes, by a rippling of the water along 
which they are sweeping. On the occa
sion above alluded to, there was not even 
this faint warning. The lirst shiES of the 
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convoy, touched by the blast, were laid 
over· almost on their heam-ends, but in 
the 'next.· instant righted again, on the 
whole' of their sails being blown clean 
out of the bolt-ropes. The Theban frigate 
and the Volage, then lying nearly in the 
centre of, the fleet, were the only ships 
which saved an inch of canvass. This 
was owing chiefly to our having so many 
more hands on board, compared to the 
Indiamen, but partly to our having 
caught sight of the ruin brought on the 
vessels near us, just in time to let fly the 
sheets and haulyards and get the yards 
down. But even then, with the utmost 
exertion of every man and boy on board, 
we harely succeeded in clewing all np, 
and preventing the sails from being blown 
to shreds. 

When this hurricane. of a moment had 
passed over us, and we had time to look 
round, not a rag was to be seen· in the 
whole fleet; while the 'Vexford, a ship 
near us, had lost her three top-gallant 
masts and jib-boom, and, what was a far 
more serious misfortune, her fore-top mast 
was dangling over the bows. Part of 
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the fore-topsail was wrapped like a shawl 
round the lee eat-head, while the rest hUllg 
down in festoons from the collar ot' the 
fore-stay to the spritsail yard-arm. A stout 
party of seamen from each of the roen~ 
of~war were &ent to assist in clearing the 
wreck, and getting up fresh spars. A light 
lair wind having succeeded to the ta.Im: 
in which we had been lolling about fot 
many days before this squall came on, we 
took our wounded bird in tow, and made 
all Bail once more towards the equinox, 
as old Robinson Crusoe calls the equator. 
By this time, also. the China ships had 
bent a new gang of sails, and were fast 
resuming their old stations in the ap
pointed order of bearing, which it was 
our policy to keep up strictly, together 
with as many other of the formalities of 
& Heet in line of battle and on a cruise 
as we could possibly maintain. 

\Vhile we were thus stealing along plea
santly enough under the genial influence 
of this newly-found air, which as yet was 
confined to the upper sails, and every one 
was looking open-mouthed to the eastward 
to catch a gulp 01 cool air, or was c0Doc:rra';' 

VOL. I.-SERIES II. a 
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tulating his neighbour on getting rid of 
the tiresome calm' in which we had been 
so long half-roasted, half-suffocated, about 
a dozen flying fish rose out of the water, 
just under the fore-chams, and skimmed 
away to windward at the height of ten 
or twelve feet above the surface. I have 
already mentioned, that the longest flight 
of these singular. fish is about an eighth 
of an English mile, or two hundred yards; 
which they perform in somewhat more 
than' half a minute. These flights vary 
from the extreme length mentioned above 
to a mere skip out of, the water. Gene
rally speaking, they fly to a considerable 
distance in a straight line in the wind's 
eye, and' then gradually turn off to lee

. ward. But sometimes the flying fish 
merely skims the surface, so as to touch 
the tors' of the successive waves, without 
rising and falling to follow the undula.
tions of the sea. There is a prevalent idea 
afloat, but I know not how just it may 
be, that they can fly no longer than their 
wings or fins remain wet. That they rise 
as high as twenty feet out of the water 
is., certain, from their' being sometimes 
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found in the channels or a line-of-battle 
ship; and they frequently fly into a 74-
gun-ship's main-deck ports. On a frigate's 
forecastle and gangways, also, elevations 
which may be taken at eighteen or twenty 
feet, or more, they are often found. I 
remember seeing one, about nine inches 
in length, and weighing not less, I should 
suppose, than half a pound, skim into the 
Volage's main-deck port just abreast of 
the gangway. One of the main-topmen 
was coming up the quarter-deck ladder 
at the moment, when the' flying fish, 
entering the port.. struck the astonished 
mariner on the temple, knocked him 
off the step, and very nearly laid him 
sprawling. 

I. was once in a prize, a low Spanish 
schooner, not above two feet and a half 
out of the water, when we used to' pick 
up flying fish enough about the decks in 
the morning to give us a capital break
fast. They are not unlike whitings to the 
taste, though rather firmer, and very dry. 
They form, I am told, a considerable ar
ticle of food for the negroes in the harbours 
of the West Indies. The method of catch-
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ing them at night is thus described :-ID 
the middle of the canoe a light is placed 
on the top of a pole, towards which object 
it is believed· these fish always dart, while 
on both sides of the canoe a net is spread 
to a considerable distance, supported by 
out':'riggers above the surface of the water; 
the fish dash at the light, pass it, and fall 
into the net on the other side. 

Shortly after observing the cluster of 
flying fish rise out of the water, we dis
covered two or three dolphins ranging 
past the ship, in all· their beauty, and 
watched with some anxiety to see one of 
those aquatic chases of which our friends 
the Indiamen had been telling us such 
wonderful stories. We had not long to 
wait; for the ship, in her progress through 
the water, soon put up another shoal of 
these little things, which; as the others 
had done, took their flight directly to 
windward~A large dolphin, which had 
been keeping company with us abreast of 
the weather gangway at the depth of two 
or three fathoms, and, as usual, glistening 
most beautifully in the. sun, no sooner 
detected our poor dear little friends take 
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wing, than he turned his head towards 
them, and, darting to the surface, leaped 
from the water with a velocity little short, 
as it seemed, of a cannon-hall. But 
although the impetus with which he shot 
himself into the air gave him an initial 
velocity greatly exceeding that of the flying 
fish, the start which his fated prey had 
got, . enabled them to keep ahead of him 
for a considerable time. 

The length of the dolphin's first spring 
could not be less than ten yards;. ~nd 
~fter he fell, we could see him gliding like 
lightning through the water for a moment, 
when he ~aoain rose and shot forwards 
with considerably greater velocity than at 
first, and, of course, to a still greater dis
tance. In this manner the merciless pur
suer seemed to stride along the sea. with 
fearful rapidity, while his brilliant coat 
sparkled and flashed in the sun quite 
splendidly. As he fell headlong on the 
water at the end of each hugeleap, a series 
of circles were sent far over the still sur
face, which lay as smooth as a mirror; 
for the breeze, although enough to set the 
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royals and tOP'"gallant studding-sails asleep, 
was hardly as yet felt below. 

-The group of wretched flying fishr thug 
hotly pursued, at length dropped into the 
sea; but we were rejoiced to observe that 
they merely touched the top of the swell, 
and scarcely sunk in it, at least they in
stantly set off again in a fresh and even 
more vigorous flight. It was particularly 
interesting'to observe that the direction 
they now took was quite different from the 
one in which they had set out, implying 
but too obviously that they had detected 
their fierce enemy, who was following them 
with giant steps along the waves, and noW' 
gaining rapidly upon them. His terrific. 
pace, indeed,was two or three times as 
swift as theirs, poor little things! 
, The greedy dolphin, however, was fully 
as quick-sighted as the flying fish which 
were trying to elude him; for whenever 
they 'varied their flight in the smallest 
degree, he lost not the tenth part of a 
second in shaping 8 new course, so as to 
cut off the chase; while they, in a manner 
really not unlike that of the hare, doubled 
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more than once upon their pursuer. -But 
it was soon too plainly to be seen that the 
strength and confidence· of the flying fish 
were fast ebbing. Their flights -became 
shorter and shorter, and their course more 
fluttering and uncertain, while the enor
mous leaps of the dolphin appeared to 
grow only more vigorous at each bound. 
Eventually, indeed, we could see, or fan~ 
cied we could see, that this skilful ~ 
sportsman arranged all his springs with 
such an assurance of success, that he con
trived to fall, at the end of each, just urider 
the very spot on which the exhausted fly~ 
ing fish were about to drop! Sometimes 
this catastrophe took place at too greafa 
distance for us to see from the deck exactly 
what happened; but on our mounting 
high into the rigging, we may be said 
to hue been in at the death; for then 
we could discover that the unfortunate 
little creatu~ one after another, either 
popped right into the dolphin's jaws as 
they lighted on the water, or were snapped 
up instantly afterwards. 

It was impossible not to take an active 
part with our pretty little friends of the 
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weaker side, and _8.ccordingly we very 
speedily had our revenge. The middies 
and the sailors, delighted with the chance, 
rigged ont a dozen or twenty li~es from 
the jib-boom-end and spritsail yard-arms, 
with hooks baited merely with bits of tin, 
the glitter of which. resembles 80 much 
that {}f the body and wings of the Hying 
fish, that many a proud dolphin, making 
sure of a delicious morsel. leaped in 
rapture at the deceitful prize. 

It may be well to mention, that the 
dolphin of sailors is not the fish 80 called 
by the ancient poets. Ours, which, I learn 
floom the Encyclopredia, is the Coryphren8 
hippunis of naturalists, is totally different 
from their Delphinus phocrena, termed by 
us the porpoise. How these names have 
shifted places I know not; but there seems 
little doubt that the ancient dolphin or 
the poets, I mean that on the back of 
which Dan Arion took a p~o-e when 
he was tossed overboard, is neither more 
nor .less than our porpoise.'" For the 
rest, he is a very poetical and pleasing 

• Ovid. Fasti,lib. ii.tt7. Encyclopedia Britan. 
vol. v. p. 339. 
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fish to look at, affords excellftlf spoft'in 
catching, aIid, when properly,dressed1 is 
really Dot bad eating. -

• The following correction of the above paragraph 
has been stnt me by a friend thoroughly conversant 
with Natural Hilltory and the Classics. 

" The dolphio of the poets is not the delphinus 
, phocama, and is much more amiable, and person .. 
able too, ,than the gross porpesse, poreus piscis, 
porco pesce, Ie marsouin, marswib, meerschwein, 
porcus marls; a very different delphinus from del
phinus anliquorum of Ray, delphinus delphis 'of 
Linnli, the dolphin on whose back nan AriOil 

, took a passage; the dolphin so lauded by Athemeus, 
and the dolphin of Hippo,. immortalised by Pliny. 
(Lib. ix. ep. 33.) This, the true dolphin of,the" 
ancients, is more slender and more fleshy, thougb 
less be-blubbered, than delpbinus phocama; and, 
i~tead of baving an obtuse snout, has '8 long,' 
narrow, and pointed Dose, not much unlike the 
beak of some birds; indeed Belon calllJ him 
, roye de mer.' His habits are much, tbe same as' 
those oftbe porpesse; In Elizabeth's time the Hesh. 
was reckoned a great delicacy; and old' Caills (Jack 
Rugby', Caius) says that one whicb was taken in bis 
time was thought a present worthy of the Duke of 
Norfolk, who distributed part of it among his friends." 
It was roasted and dressed with porpesse sauce, 
made of crumbs of fine wheat· bread, mixed with 
vinegar and sugar." , 
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It happened in a ship I commanded, 
that a porpoise was struck about half an 
hour before the cabin dinner; and I gave 
directions, as a matter of course, to my 
steward to dress a dish of steaks, cut well 
clear of the thick coating of blubber. It 
so chanced that none of the crew had ever 
before seen a fish of this kind taken, and 
in con"equence there arose doubts amongst 
them whether or not it was good or even 
safe eating. The word, however,. being 
soon passed along the decks, that orders 
had been given for some slices ofthe pOl'-' 
poise to be cooked for the captain's table, 
a deputation from forward was appointed 
to proceed as near to the cabin door as 
the etiquettes of the service allowed, in 
order to establish the important fact of 
the porpoise being eatable. The dish was 
carried in, its contents speedily discussed, 
and a· fresh supply having been sent for,· 
the steward was, of course, intercepted in 
his way to the cook. "I say, Capewell," 
cried one of the hungry delegates, "did 
the captain really eat any of the porpoise 1" 

'~Eat it !" exclaimed the steward, "IQOk 
at that!" at the same time lifting off the 
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cover, . and shewing a dish as well cleared 
as if it had previously been freighted with 
veal cutlets, and was now on its retuni 
from the midshipmen's birth. 

U Ho! ho!" sung out Jack, running 
back to the forecastle; "if the skipper 
eats porpoise, I don't see why we should 
be nice; so here goes!" Then pulling 
forth the great clasp-knife which always 
hangs by a cord round the neck. ora 
seaman, he plunged it info the sides of 
the fish, and, after separating the outs~sl6 
rind of blubber, detached half a dozen 
pounds of the red meat, which, in texture 
and taste, and in the heat of its blood, 
resembles beef, though very coarse. His 
example was 80 speedily followed by the 
rest of the ship's company, that when I 
walked forward, after dinner, in company 
with the doctor, to take the post-mortem 
,-iew of the porpoise more critically than 
before, we found the whole had been broiled 
and eaten within half an hour after I had. 
unconsciously given, by my exampl~, an 
official sanction to the feast. 
o Porpoises almost invariably go in shoals, 
and sometimes in such vast numbers as to 
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cover the whole visible extent of the sea. 
They appear to delight exceedingly in 
playing round a ship when one falls in 
their way; for they will even deviate from 
their own course, and accompany her's for 
some time; and such is their IIpeed, that 
however fast a vessel may be sailing, they 
can shoot ahead, dart athwart hause, and 
even go repeatedly round her, though het 
rate be ten knots an hour, and all appa~ 
rently with the utmost ease. Their gam
bols on these occasions are sometimes very 
amusing. I have often seen them leap 
high out of the sea, and, while in the 
air, twirl themselves completely round. I 
a~ not quite sure that I have not observed 
them make what is called a somerset in 
the air, by turning tail over head. Their 
form appears very graceful when viewed in 
the water; and I remember, while a mid
shipman in the old Leander, on my first 
voyage, (in 1802,) being persuaded by one 
of the lieutenants that these porpoises were 
salmon-sea salmon, as he called them. 
This wag of an officer was one of the con
spirators who so murderously took away 
the life of our favourite dog, poor dear 
Shakings. 
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The porpoises appeal' to have some very 
rapid method of communication amongst 
themselves; for they not only proceediu 
myriads in one straight ~ourse, but often 
amuse themselves by leaping in consi~ 
derable numbers out of the water, with 
IUch perfect identity ot time in all theh
movements, that on hearing them fall, we 
might fancy them but one fish. For hours 
at a time I have leaned over the gangway 
railing, when the ship has been going at 
the rate of ten or eleven miles, merely to 
watch them gliding alongside of us in pairs, 
leaping simultaneously out of the water; 
At night this companionship is always 
particularly striking; but most so when 
the sea, either from some inherent phosph~ 
reseent property, or from the presence of 
animaleu1re, possesses the quality of giving 
out light upon being. agitated. On such 
occasions, when the foam dashed off from 
the ship'S bows resembles molten silver, 
and the. train in her. wake stretches far 
astern along the sea, like the tail, of a 
comet across the sky, the. track of. the 
porpoise is likewise marked in the most 
beautiful style that can well be imagined. 
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Eesides trailing behind this long unbroken 
line of fire, each fish is surrounded bya 
~ort of halo, or glow of bright bluish 
sparks, and the form of its head and body 
can then be distinctly seen, or even the 
!Slightest movement of the tail discovered 
fully better than in daylight. The lustre 
of this mysterious illumination is at times 
so great, that one may read off the seconds
hand of a watch by its help alone. Indeed, 
the light caused by the foam on the lee
side of a ship, when much pressed with 
sail, and the agitation of the water becomes 
considerable, often casts a distinct glow 
on the bulge, or belly of the courses, and 
reaching as far up ~s the foot of the top
sails, can almost be detected on the foot 
topgallant-sails in a very dark night. 

There exists a popular belief amongst sea
men, that the wind may be expected from 
the quarter to which a shoal of porpoises 
(l,re Qbserved to steer; but I suspect their' 
capacity as meteorologists is about on a . 
par with that of geese, the vaJue of whoSe 
flights is held by many worthy and ve
nerable matrons to be pretty nearly as 
well established as the fact of hogs actu~_ 
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ally seeing the wind. So far, however; 
from our_ respecting the speculations of 
these submarine philosophers, every art i~ 
used to drag them out of their native ele
ment, and to pass 'them through the fire 
to ,the insatiable Molochs, of the lower 
decks and cockpits of His Majesty's ships, 
a race amongst whom the constant supply 
of the best provisions appears to produce 
only an increase of appetite. 

One harpoon, at least, is always kept in 
readiness for action in the fore part of the 
ship. The sharpest and strongest of these 
deadly weapons is generally stopped, or 
fastened, to the fore-tack bumpkin, a spar 
some ten or twelve feet long, projecting 
trom the bows of a sIiip on each side like 
the horns of a snail, to which the tack or 
lower corner of the foresail is drawn down 

• when the ship is on a wind. This spar, 
which affords good footing, not being 

'raised many feet above the water, while it: 
, is clear of the bow, and very nearly over. 

the spot where the porpoises glide past,. 
when shooting across the ship's fore-foot, 
is eagerly occupied by the most active and 

_ expert harpooner on board,· as soon as: 
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the report has been spread that a shoal, 
or, as the sailors call it, a • school' of por
poises, are round _ the ship. There is an
other favourite station which is speedily 
filled on these occasions; I mean, along
side of the slight-looking, but strong, and 
not ungraceful apparatus, projecting per
pendicularly downwards from the end of 
the bowsprit. This spar is. not inaptly 
called the dolphin-striker, from its ap
pearing to dash into the waves as the ship 
pitches; perhaps, it may have acquired its 
name on account of its being so capital a 
position from which to strike that fish. The 
lower end of the spar is connected with 
the outer end of the jib-boom by means of 
a stout rope, which, after passing through 
its extremity, extends to th? ship; .and it 
is upon this guy that the fortunate person 
who wields the harpoon fixes himself. Any 
picture of a ship will make this descrip
tion intelligible; but it may assist the 
imagination to mention, that the purpose 
of this rope is to keep the end of the jib
boom from springing up, precisely as a 
martingal holds down the head of a 
horse; which analogy, no doubt, has led 
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8/U10rs to give the name of martingal-stay 
to the guy in question. 

The harpoon is a triangular, or rather 
a heart-shaped, barbed weapon, somewhat 
larger than a man's hand, and in the 
centre about as thick as his knuckles. 
Its point and edges are made of iron so 
soft that they can easily be brought' to a 
rough edge by means of a file. Until I 
read Captain Scoresby's most interesting 
account of the Arctic Regions, I always 
fancied that the point of the whale har
poon, which is exactly the same as that 
used by us to take the porpoise, was made 
of steel; but he explains that it is left 
purposely soft, that it may be sharpened, 
even by scraping it with Ii knife. This 
javelin-head, or, as it is technically called 
by whalers, the I mouth,' is connected by 
a slender arm or shank, terminating in a 
socket. The barbed head, or 'mouth, is 
eight inches long, and six broad; the 
shank, with its socket, two feet and a 
half long. The shank is not quite half 
an inch in diameter; and as this part is 
liable to be forcibly and suddenly extend
ed, twisted, and bent, it requires to be 
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made of the toughest and most pliable 
iron. 

" That kind," says Scoresby, " which 
is of the most ~pproved tenacity is made 
of old horse-shoe pails, or stubs, which 
are formed into small rods, and two or 
three of these welded together; so that 
should a flaw happen to occur in anyone 
of the rods, the strength of the whole 
might still be depended on. Some manu
facturers 'enclose a quantity of stub-iron 
in a cylinder of be~ foreign iron, and 
form the shank of the harpoon out of a 
single rod. A test som~times used for 
trying the sufficiency of a harpoon, is to 
wind its shank round a bolt of inch iron, 
in the form of a close spiral, then to un
wind it again, and put it into a straight 
form. If it bears this without injury in 
. the cold state, it is considered as excellent. 
The breaking of a harpoon is of no less 
importance than the value of a whale, 
which is sometimes estimated at WOOl. 
sterling. This consideration has induced 
many ingenious persons to turn their 
attehtion towards improving theconstruc
tion and 'secu~!y of this instrument; but, 
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though various alterations have been 
suggested, such as forming the shank 
of plies of wire, and adding one or two 
lateral barbs, they have all giveu place to 
the simplicity o( the ancient harpoon." * 

Having described the harpoon, we may 
resume our fishing operations, which pos
sess a remarkable degree of interest when 
the shoal of porpoises is numerous. Half 
the ship's company are generally clustered 
about the bowsprit, the head, and any 
other spot commanding a good view. of 
the sport. When a mid, I have often 
perched myself like a sea-bird at the 
fore-yard-arm, or nestled into the fore
topmast staysail netting, till I saw the 
harpoon cast with effect by some older 
and stronger arm. A piece of small, but 
stout line, called, I think, the foreganger, 
is spliced securely to the shank of the 
harpoon. To the end of this line is at
tached any small rope that lies handiest 
on the forecastle, probably the top-gallant 
clew-line, or the jib down:'haul. The 
rope, before being made fast to the fore-

.,. Scoresby's Arctic Regions, vol. ii. p. 225. 
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ganger, is rove through a block attached 
to some part of the bowsprit, or to-. the 
foremost swifter of the fore-rigging; and 
a gang of hands are always ready to 
take hold of the end, and run the fish 
right out of the water when pierced by 
the iron. 

The harpooner, it will be understood, 
has nothing to attend to but the mere act 
of striking his object; and there are few 
exploits in which the dexterity of one 
person is more. conspicuous over that of 
another, than in delivering the harpoon. 
I have heard Captain Scoresby say,that 
when a whale is struck, it is an object 
of importance to drive the weapon socket.. 
deep into the blubber, or outer rind, ·of 
the floating monster; bllt in the case of 
the porpoise, the true point of skill 
appears to lie in the aim alone; for the 
mere weight of the instrument, with its 
loaded staff, is sufficient to lodge the 
barbs in the body of the fish, and in 
many cases to carry it right through to 
the other side. 

The strength of the porpoise must be 
very great, for I have seen him twist a 
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whale harpoon several times round, and 
eventually tear himself off by main force. 
On this Rccount, it is of consequence to 
get the floundering gentleman on board 
with the least possible deJay after the 
fish is struck. Accordingly, the har
pooner, the instant he has made a good 
hit, bawls out, " Haul away! haul away!" 
upon which the men stationed at the 
line run away with it, and the struggling 
wretch is raised high into the air, as if 
still in the act of performing. one of his 
own gambols. Two or three of the smart
est hands have in the meantime prepared 
what is called a running bowline knot, or 
noose, the nature of which may be readily 
described by saying that although it slips 
up, or renders, very easily, it is perfectly 
secure, without being subject to jam
ming, as that embarrassing entanglement 
is called when a knot or bend becomes 
inextricably fixed. This running bowline, 
of which several are always previously 
made ready, is placed by hand round the 
body of the porpoise, or it may be cast, 
like the South American lasso, over its 
tail, and then, but not till then, can the 
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capture be considered quite secure. I 
have seen many a gallant prize of this 
kind fairly transfixed with the harpoon, 
and rattled like a shot up to the block, 
where it was hailed by the shouts of the 
victors as the source of a: certain feast, 
and yet lost after all" either by the line 
breaking, or the dart coming out during 
the vehement struggles of the fish. 

I remember once seeing a porpoise 
accidentally struck by a minor description 
of fish-spear called a grains, a weapon 
quite inadequate for such a service. The 
cord by which it was held being much 
too weak, soon broke, and' off dashed 
the 'wounded fish, right ,in the wind's 
eye, at '3: prodigious rate, with the staff 
erected on its back, like a signal-post. 
·The poor wretch was instantly accom
panied, or pursued, by myriads of his 
own species, whose instinct, it is said, 
teaches ,them to follow any track of blood, 
and even to devour their unfortunate fel
low-fish. I rather doubt the fact of their 
cannib;ilism, but am certain that, when
ever a porpoise is struck and escapes, he 
is followed by' all the others, and the 
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ship is deserted by the shoal in a few 
seconds. In the instance just mentioned; 
the grains with which the porpoise was 
struck had been got ready for .spearing a 
dolphin; but the man in whose hands 
it happened to be, not . being an expe
rienced harpooner, could not resist the 
opportunity of darting his weapon into 
the first fish that offered a fair mark. 

The dolphin, the bonito, and the alba
core, are sometimes caught with the grains, 
but generally by means of lines . bai~ed 
either with bits of tin, or with pieces of 
the flying fish, when any are to be had. 
In fine weather, especially .between the 
tropics, when. the whole surface of the sea 
is often covered with them, a dozen lines 
are hung from the ji~booui end and sprit
sail yard, aU 80 arranged, that when. the 
ship sends forward, the hook, with its 
glittering bait, barely. touches the. water, 
but rises from it when the ship is raised 
up by the swell. The grains spoken of 
above resembles nothing so much thf!ot.I 
know of as the trident which painters 
thrust into the hands of Daddy Neptune, 
when it pleases them to represent .the god 
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·ofthe sea, Sitting all ready for a swim 
(sans culottes, as he ought to be), in his 
dolphin-drawn cab. Ifmy nautical recol
lections, however, serve me,correctly, this 
spear has five prongs, not three, and some
times there are two sets, placed in lines at 
right angles to one another. The npper 
end of the staff being. loaded with lead, it 
falls down and turns over the fish, which 
is then drawn on board on the top of the 
grains, as a potato or a herring might be 
presented on the point ofa fork. 

The dolphin is :eaten and generally 
relished by every one, though certainly a 
plaguy dry fish. ,It is often cut into slices 
and fried like salmon, or boiled and soused 
in vinegar, to be eaten cold. The bonito 
is a coarser fish, and becomes not very 
bad eating only by the copious use of port
wine. Any thing, say the cooks, may be 
made palatable by rich sauces; a maxim 
we' tried hard to illustrate in the midship
man's birth with such slender means as we 
possessed; and many a time have I feasted 
on what was but too correctly called mock
turtle soup, designated, in the choice dialect 
of the cockpit, Pig's-head negus. 
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On the 24th of 1\Iay, the day before 
crossing the equator, I saw the grandest 
display oC all these difFerent kinds oC fish 
which it has ever been my fortune to meet 
with. In my journal, written on that day, 
I find BOme things related, of which I 
have scarcely any recollection, and eer
taiBly have never 8ecrain witnessed in the 
twenty years which have elapsed. since. A 
bonito, it appears, darted out oC the water 
after a flying-fish, open-mouthed, and so 
true was the direction of his leap, tha~ he 
actually closed with the chase in the air, 
and BOught to snap it UP"; but owing to 
some error in his calculation, the top· of 
his head striking the object of pursuit, sent 
it spinning off in a direction quite difFer
ent from that which his own momentum 
obliged him to follow. A number of those 
huge birds, the albatrosses, were soaring 
over the face of the waters, and the flying
fish, when rising into the air to avoid their 
natural enemies the dolphin and bonito, 
were frequently caught by these poaching 
birds, to the very reasonable disappoint
ment of the sporting fish below, on whose 
manor they were trespassing. These in-
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truders proceeded not altogether with im
flunity, however; for we hooked several 
of them, who, confident in their own saga
city and strength of wing, swooped eagerly 
at· the baited hooks towed far astern of 
the ship, and were thus drawn on board, 
screaming and flapping their wings in a 
very ridiculous ·plight. To render this 
curious circle of mutual destruction quite 
complete, though it 'may diminisl;!. our 
sympathy for the persecuted flying-fish, I 
ought to mention, that on the same day 
one dropped on board in the middle of its 
flight, and in its throat another small fish 
was found half swallowed, but still alive! 
- All this may be considered, more or 
less, as mere sport, serving to relieve the 
tedium of a long calm, or contributing, in 
a small degree, to the scanty luxuries of 
.the table ()u a protracted voyage. But in 
.the capture of the shark, a less amiable, 
:or, I may say, a more ferooious spirit is 
sure· to prevail. There would seem, in
deed, to be a sort of perpetual and here.. 
ditary.war waged. between sailors and 
sharks, like that said to exist between 
the Esquimaux and the Indians of North 
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America, where, as each of the belliget. 
rents is under the full belief that every 
death, whether natural or violent, is caused 
by the machinations of the other sidet· 
there is no hope of peace between them, 
as long as the high conflicting parties 
shall be subject to the laws of mortality. 

In lika manner, I fear, that in all future 
times, as in all times past, when poor lack 
falls overboard in Madras roads, or in 
Port Royal harbour, he will be liable to 
be crunched between the shark's Q118.d
ruple or quintuple rows of serrated teeth, 
with as merciless a spirit of enjoyment as 
Jack repays the compliment withal, when, 
in his turn, he catches his enemy on his 
decks. Certainly, I have never seen the 
savage part of our nature peep . out more 
clearly than upon these occasions, when 
a whole ship's company, captain, officers, 
and young gentlemen inclusive, shout in 
triumphant exultation over the body of a 
captive shark, floundering in impotent 
rage on the poop or forecastle. The cap~ 
ture always affords high and 'peculiar 
sport, for it is one in which every person 
on board sympathises, and, to a. certain 
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extent, takes a share. Like a fox-chase, 
it is ever new, and draws within its vortex 
every description of person. The lunarian, 
busy taking distances, crams his sextant 
hastily into its case; the computer, work
ing out his longitude, shoves his books 
on one side; the marine officer abandons 
his eternal flute; the doctor starts from 
his nap; the purser resigns the Complete 
Book; and every man and boy, however 
engaged, rushes on deck to see the villain 
die. Even the monkey, if there be one 
on board, takes a vehement interest in the 
whole progress of this wild scene. I r&' 
member once' observing Jacko running 
backwards and forwards along the after- ' 
part of the poop hammock-netting, grin
ning, screammg, and chattering at such a 
rate, that, as it was nearly calm, he was 
heard all over the decks. 
. "'Vhat's the matter with you, Master 
Mona 1" said the quarter-master; for the 
animal came from Teneriffe, and preserved 
his Spanish cognomen. Jacko replied not, 
but merely stretching his head over the 
railing, stared with his eyes almoE't burst
ing from his head, and by the intensity of 



VOYAGEiAND TRAVELS. 269 

his grin bared his teeth and gums nearly 
from ear to ear. 

The sharp curved dorsal fin of a huge 
shark was now seen, rising about aix inches 
above the water, and cutting the glazed 
surface of the sea by as fine a line as if a 
sickle bad been drawn along. 

" Messenger!. run to the cook for a piece 
of pork," cried the captain, taking com
mand with as much glee as if it had been 
an enemy's cruiser he was about to engage. 

" \Vhere', your hook, quarter-master?" 
II Here, sir, here!" cried the fellow, 

feeling the point, and declaring it as sharp 
as any lady'S needle, and in the next in., 
stant piercing with it a huge junk of rusty 
pork, weighing four or five pounds;. for 
nothing, scarcely, is too large or too high 
in flavour for the stomach of a shark. 

The hook, which is as thick as one's 
little finger, has a curvature'about as large 
as that of a man's hand when half closed, 
and is from six to eight ,inches in length; 
with a formidable barb. This fierce-look .. 
ing grappling-iron is furnished with three 
or four feet of chain, a precaution which 
is absolutely necessary; for a voracious 
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. shark will sometimes gobble the bait so 
deep into his stomach, that but for the 
chain, he would snap through the rope by 
which the hook is held, as easily as if he 
were nipping the head oft' an asparagus. 

A good strong line, generally the end of 
the mizen-topsail-haulyards, being made 
fast to the chain, the bait is cast into the 
ship's wake; for it is very seldom so dead 
a calm that a vessel hru! not some small 
motion through the water. I think I 
have remarked, that at sea the sharks 
are most apt to m~ke their appearance 
when the ship is going along at a rate of 
somewhat less than a mile an hOUf, a 
speed which barely brings her under com
mand of the ,rudder, or gives her what is 
technically called steerage-way. 

A. shark, like a midshipma.n, is gene
rally very hungry; but in the rare caees 
when he is not in good appetite, he sails 
slowly up to the bait, smells to it, and 
gives it a poke with his shovel-nose, turn
ing it over andover. He then edges off to 
the right orleft, as ifhe"apprehended mis
chief, but soon returns again, to enjoy the 
delicious haut gOllt, as the sailors term the 
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flavour of the damaged pork, of which a 
piece is always selected, if it can be found. 

While this coquetry, or shyness, is ex
hibited by John Shark, the whole after
part of the ship is 80 clustered with heads, 
that not an inch of spare room is to be 
had for love or mODey. The rigging, the 
mizen-top, and even the gaff, out to the 
very peak; the hammock-nettings and 
the quarters, almost down to the counter, 
are stuck over with breathless spectators; 
speaking in whispers, if they venture to 
speak at aU, or can find leisure for any 
thing but fixing their gaze on the mon
ster, who as yet is free to roam the ocean, 
but who, they trust, will soon be in their 
power. I have seen this go on for an hour 
together; after which the shark has made 
up his mind to have nothing to say to 
us, and either swerved away to windward, 
if there be any breeze at all, or dived so 
deep that his place could be detected only 
by a faint touch or flash of white many. 
fathoms down. The loss of a Spanish ' 
galleon in chase, I am persuaded, could 
hardly cause more bitter regret, or call 
forth more intemperate expressions of 
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anger and impatience, than the failure in 
hooking a shark is always sure to pro-
duce on board a ship at sea. -

On the other hand, I suppose the first 
symptom of an enemy's flag coming down 
in the fight was never hailed with greater 
joy than is felt by a ship's crew on the 
shark turning round to seize the bait. 
The preparatory symptoms of this inten
tion are so well known to everyone on 
board, that, the instant they begin to ap
pear, a greedy whis~ of delight passes 
from mouth to mouth amongst the as
sembled multitude; every eye is lighted 
up, and such as have not bronzed their 
cheeks by too long exposure to sun and 
wind to betray any change of colour, may 
be seen t6 alter their hue from pale to 
red, and back to pale again, like the tints 
on the sides of the dying dolphin. 

It is supposed by seamen that the shark 
must of necessity turn on his back before 
he can bite any thing; and, generally 
speaking, he certainly does so turn himself' 
before he takes the bait. But this arises 
from two circumstances; one of them ac
cidental, and belonging to the particular 
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occasion, the other . arising out of the 
peculiar conformation arid. position of· his 
mouth. When a bait is towed astern of 
a ship fJlat has any' motion through the 
water at all, it is necessarily brought to 
the surface\ Or nearly so. This of course 
obliges the shark to bite at it from below;. 
and as his mouth is placed under his chin; 
not over it, like that of a Christian. he must 
turn nearly on ,his back before he can 
seize the Boating piece of meat in which 
the hook is concealed.. Even if he does 
not turn completely round, he is forced to 
slue himself, as it is called, so far as to 
shew some portion of his white lJelly. The 
instant the white skin flashes on the sight 
ofthe expectant crew, a subdued cry, or 
murmur of satisfaction, is heard amongst 
the crowd; but no one speaks. for fear of 
alarming the shark. 

Sometimes, the very instant the. bait 
is cast over the stern, the shark flies at 
it with such eagerness, that he actually 
springs partially out of the water. This, 
however, is rare. On these occasions he 
gorges the bait, the. hook, and a foot or 
two of the chain, without any mastication 
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or delay~ and darts ofl'with bis treacherous 
prize with such . prodigious velocity and 
force, that it makes the rope crack again 
as soon as the whole coil is drawn out. 
But in general he goes more leisurely 
to work,and seems rather to suck in the 
bait than to bite at it. Much dexterity is 
required in the hand which holds the line 
at this moment; for a bungler is apt to 
be too precipitate, and to jerk away. the 
hook· before. it has got far enough down 
the shark's" maw. Our greedy friend, 
indeed, is ·never disposed to relinquish 
what may once have passed his formid
able batteries of teeth; but the hook, by 
a premature tug of the line, may fix itself 
in Ii part of the jaw so weak, that it gives 
way in the fierce struggle which always 
follows. The secret of the sport is, to let 
the voracious monster gulp down the huge 
·mess of pork, and then to give the rope 
a violent pull, by which the barbed point, 
quitting the edge of the bait, buries itself 
in the coats of the victim's throat or sto
mach. As the. shark is not a personage 
to submit patiently to such treatment, it 
will not be well for anyone whose foot 
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happens to be Bceidentallyon the coil or 
the rope, for, when the hook is first fixed~ 
it spins out like the log-line or a ship 
going twelve knots. 

The suddenness or the jerk with which 
the poor devil is brought up, when he has 
reached the length oC his tether, often 
turns him quite over on" the surface oC 
the water. Then commence the loud 
cheers, taunts, and other sounds oC rage 
and triumph, so long suppressed. A 
steady pull is insufficient to carry away 
the line; but it Sometimes happens that 
the violent struggles oC the shark, when 
too speedily drawn up, snape either the 
rope or the hook, and l'O he gets oft', to 
digest the remainder 88 he best 'can. 
It is, accordingly, held the best prac
tice to play him a little, with his mouth 
at the surface, till he becomes somewhat 
exhausted. During this operation, one 
could almost fancy the enraged animal is 
conscious oC the abuse which is showered 
down upon him; Cor, 88 he turns and 
twists and flings "himself about, his eye 
glares upwards with a Cerocity oC purpose 
which makes the blood tingle in a swim-
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mer's veins, as he thinks of the hour when 
it may be his turn to writhe under the 
tender mercies of his sworn foe! 

No sailor, therefore, ought ever tQ think 
of hauling a shark on board merely by 
the rope fastened to the hook; for, how
ever impotent his struggles may generally 
be in the water, they are rarely unattended 
with risk when the rogue is drawn half 
way up. To prevent the line breaking or 
the hook snapping, or the jaw being tom 
away, the device formerly described, of a 
running bow-line knot, is always adopted. 
This noose, being slipped down the rope 
and passed over the monster's head, is 
made to jam at the point of junction of 
the tail with the body. "nen this is once 
fixed, the first· act of the piece is held to 
be complete, and the vanquished enemy 
is afterwards easily drawn over the taffrail 
and Hung on the deck, to the unspeakable 
delight of all hands. But although the 
shark is out of his element, he has by no 
means lost his power of doing mischief; 
and I would advise no one to come within 
range of the tail, or trust his toes too near 
the animal's mouth. The blow'ofa toler-
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ably large-sized shark's tail might break 
a man's leg; and I have seen a three
inch hide tiller-rope bitten more than half 
through, full ten minutes after the wretch 
had been dragged about the quarter-deck, 
and had made all his victors keep at the 
most respectful distance. I remember 
hearing the late Dr. Wollaston, with his 
wonted ingenuity, suggest a method for 
measuring the strength of a shark's bite. 
If a smooth plate of lead, he thought, 
were thrust into the fish's mouth, the 
depth which his teeth should pierce the 
lead would furnish a sort of scale of the 
force exerted. 

I need scarcely mention, that when a 
shark is floundering about, the quarter
deck becomes a scene of pretty. consider
able confusion; and if there be blood on 
the occasion, as there generally is, from 
all this rough usage, the stains are not to 
be got rid of without a week's scrubbing, 
and many a growl from the captain of 
the afterguard. For the time, however, 
all such considerations are· superseded; 
that is to say, if the commander himself 
takes an interest in the sport, and he 
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must be rather a spoony skipper that 
does not. If he be indifferent about the 
'fate. of the shark, it is speedily dragged 
forward to. the forecastle, amidst the kicks, 
thumps~ and execrations of the conquer..., 
ors, who very soon terminate his miserable 
career by stabbing him with their knives, 
boarding pikes, and tomahawks, like so. 
many wild Indians. 

The first operation is always to deprive 
him of his tail, which is seldom an easy 
matter, it not being at all safe to come 
too near; but some dexterous hand, fami
liar with the use of the broad axe, watches 
for a quiet moment, and at a single blow 
severS it from the body. He is· then 
closed with by another, who leaps across 
the prostrate foe, . and with an adroit cut 
rips him oPen from snout to tail, and the 
tragedy- is· over, so .far as the struggles 
and sufferings of the principal actor are 
concerned. There always follows, how..., 
~verj. the .most lively curiosity on the part 
of the sailors to learn what the shark has 
got . stowed away in his inside; but ~ey 
are often disappointed, for the stomach is 
generallyem.{lty. I remember one famous 
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exception, indeed, when a very large fellow 
was caught on board the Alceste, in Anjeer 
Roads at Java, when we .. were proceeding 
to China with the embassy. under. Lord 
Amherst. A number of ducks and hens, 
which had died in th~ night, were,. as 
usual, thrown overboard in the morning; 
besides several baskets, and many.other 
minor things, such as bundles of shav
ings and bits of cordage; a11 which were 
found in this huge sea-monster's inside. 
But what excited most surprise and »Ai ... 
miration was the hide of a buffalo, killed 
on board that day for the ship's company's 
dinner. The old sailor who had cut open 
the shark stood with a foot on each side, 
and removed the articles one by one from 
the huge cavern into which they had been 
indiscriminately drawn. Wheil the ope
rator came at last to' the buffalo's skin, 
he held it up before him like a curtain, 
and exclaimed, "There, my lads! d'ye 
see that 1 He has swallowed a buffalo, 
but he could not dis-gest the hide.!" 
. . I have never been so. unfortunate as, 
to see a man bitten by a shark, though" 
in calm weather, it is usual to allow 
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'the people to swim about the ship. It 
would seem that they are disturbed by 
the IIplashing and other noises of so 
many persons, and keep at a distance; 
for although they are often observed 
near the ship both before and after 
the men have been bathing, they very 
rarely come near the swimmers. I re
member, once, indeed, at Bermuda, see-
ing a shark make a grab at a midship
man's heel, just as he was getting into 
the boat alongside; This youngster, who, 
with one or two others, had been swim
ming about for an hour, was the last of 
the party in the water. No shark had 
been seen during the whole morning; but 
just as he was drawing his foot into the 
boat, the fish darted from the bottom. 
Fortunately for myoId messmate, there 
was no time for the shark to make the 
half turn of the body necessary to bring 
his mouth to bear; and thus my friend 
escaped, by half an inch, a fate which, 
besides its making one shudder to think 
of, would have deprived the service of an 
active young officer, now deservedly in 
the higher ranks of his profession. 
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CHAPTER X. 

A MAN OVERBOARD! 

THE strange and almost savage ceremonies 
used at sea on crossing the equator have 
been so often detlCribed, that a voyager, 
at this time of day, may be well excused 
for omitting in his narrative any min,ute 
account of such wild proceedings. 

If the circumstances which a traveller 
Calls in with abroad happen to be essen
tially curious in themselves, or if they be 
characteristic of any particular set of men 
or stage of manners, it does not seem to 
matter where the scenes are laid, nor how 
often they have been described. . Perhaps 
it may even prove, that when things are 
possessed of much intrinsic interest, the 
very multiplicity of previous descriptions 
will rather help than stand in the way of 
subsequent accounts, provided these be 
written with a degree of skill' worthy of 
the subject. If, indeed, such things, no 
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matter how well known to us, can once 
more be brought home, as it is :well called, 
to· the feeling and understanding of the 
reader, by some of those graphic touches 
which are not the result of chance, but 
which true artists alone can command, 
and if the subject he has got hold of be 
good in itself, it will generally be all the 
better for the. last writer that it should 
have been marred by previous daubers. 
We may even, I think, go further, and 
assert, that in the case· supposed, it will 
be in favour of the writer who knows what 
he is about, that his topic should have 
been not only repeatedly but well treated. 
by previous authors. Who can doubt, for 
instance, that the Diary of an Invalid 
owes its chief interest to the· hackneyed 
nature of the topic 1· We are enchanted 
to recognise incidents and scenes the most. 
familiar to our thoughts trimmed up for 
fresh inspection by a scholar and a gentle
man, who to much knowledge of his sub
ject, and of the world generally, super
adds. a rare felicity of expression, and the 
~appy knack 'of giving new interest to all 
he t.ouches, especially to those things with. 
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which we are already most familiarly ac
quainted. 

On the same grounds, if a man of geo: 
nius, minute and varied local information, 
and correct taste, were to write a book; 
and call it .. Londori," it would assuredly: 
outrun in freshness of interest, in the. opio: 
nion even of the Londoners themselves, 
all other books of travels. Wllatever 
talents, in short, an author may possess,. 
their most touching and popular exercise. 
will generally be found to lie in· those ..de-, 
partments with which his readers are most 
familiar. When Taglioni descends from, 
her pirouettes, and dances the Minuet de 
la Cour or the Gavotte, or Paganini leaves. 
off .his miracles of sound, and plays some 
simple air which is well known to every 
one, we feel, not indeed the same astonish": 
ment as before, but ten times more real 
pleasure. Thus, too, such a novel as Pride 
and Prejudice probably derives its greatest 
charm from the characters and incidents 
being such as we are already well ac
quainted with, either from personal ob.,. 
servation, or from a thousand previous. 
descriptions •. 
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1\Iany writers, however, fall into the 
mistake of imagining that every thing will 
bear this degree of handling, and forget 
that, while the ductility of fine gold is 
almost infinite, every other metal has its 
limit. This analogy' will hold in all the 
fine arts, and perhaps in none more than 
in the art of composition, whether in prose 
or verse. When will the .poets exhaust 
the good old: topics of love and beauty? 
or painters fail to discover, in mountain 
scenery, and in the sunsets of summer, 
varieties of tints, and lights, and shades, 
far beyond all their power of colouring ? 
On the other hand, has not the whole 
strength of one celebrated school of paint
ing been unequal to impart true interest 
and what has been termed graceful plea
sure to vulgar images? Has not even the 
mighty Childe Harold compelled us to 
withdraw much of our re .... pect for his 
genius by seeking to describe what is 
essentially vicious and degrading? 

It is on this account, I suspect (to go 
from great things to small), that no author, 
except perhaps one, whom I have ever had 
the fortune to meet with, has contrived 
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to impart the smallest degree of genuin~ 
interest to those absurd scenes which take 
place on board ship when crossing the line. 
The whole affair, indeed, is preposterous 
in its conception; and, I must say, rather 
brutal in its execution. Notwithstanding 
all this, however, I have not only per .. 
mitted it to go on in ships which I com .. 
manded, but have even encouraged it, 
and set it agoing when the men them
selves were in doubt. Its evil is transient, 
if any evil there be; while it certaiply 
affords Jack a topic for a month before ... 
hand, and a fortnight afterwards; and if 
80· ordered as to keep its monstrosities 
within the limits of strict discipline (which 
is easy enough), it may even be made to 
add to the authority of the officers, instead 
of weakening their influence. 

I am hardlycIassic enough to compare 
these equatorial shaving matches, as they 
are called, with the Saturnalia of Rome; 
but I know that some crews are most im
properly permitted by the captain, 'even 
in ships of war, to take great liberties 
with the officers. So far, indeed, had 
this grown into a custom, that I can per- . 
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feetly well remember the time when sUch 
license was regarded almost as a right by 
the sailors. In many merchant-vessels, 
and even in some regular East India 
ships, it is still, I believe, more or lesS 
so considered; but I should hope thai 
in no ship of war, having the smallest 
pretensions to good order, would any 
such doctrine be now maintained; or if 

. asserted, as it sometimes is, by one party, 
would it not be instantly and peremp
torily denied? There is, perhaps, some 
advantage in making naval seamen feel 
that they are living under a very different 
regime from what they have been accus
tomed to in the merchant service; and if, 
in the wildest stages of these extravagant 
proceedings, when they are grating the 
skin from off one another's faces, sousing 
the unfortunate novices in tubs of dirty 
water, and kicking up the most Cherokee 
sort of antics, they can still be made to 
respeet the authority even of the littlest 
boy on board who wears a uniform, they 
will certainly be less likely to depart from 
established usage at other seasons, when 
not so excited. 



VOYAGES A.ND TBA.VELB. 287 

. In a well-regulated. ship, within one 
hour from the time when these scenes 'of 
riot are at their height, order is restored, 
the decks are washed and swabbed up, 
the wet things are· hung on the clothes' 
lines between the masts to dry, and the 
men, dressed in clean trousers and duck 
frocks, are assembled at their guns for 
muster, as soberly and sedately as if 
nothing had happened to discompose the 
decorous propriety of the ship's discipline. 
The middies, in like manner, may safl}ly 
be allowed to have their own share of this 
rough fun, provided they keep as Clear of 
their immediate superiors'as the ship's 
company keep clear of the young gentle
men. And I must do the population of 
the cockpit the justice to say, that when 
they fairly set about it, maugre their 
gentlemanlike habits, aristocratical sprin.,. 
klings, and the march of intellect to boot, 
they do contrive to come pretty liear to 
the bonest folks before the mast in the 
article 'ofingenious ferocity. Thecaptain, 
of course, and, generally speaking, all the 
officers, keep quite aloof, pocketing up 
their dignity with vast care, and ready, 
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at a moment's. warning, .to repress any 
undue familiarity. - As things proceed, 
however, .one.or two of the oH;icers may 
possibly become so much interested in. the 
sky-larking scenes going forward, as to 
approach a little. too near, and Jaugh.a 
little too- loud, consistently with the pre
servation of the dignity of which they 
were. so uncommonly chary at first start
ing. It cannot be expected, and~ndeed 
is not required, that the .chief actors in 
these wild gambols, stripped to the buff, 
and shying buckets of water at one ano.
ther, should be confined within very nar
row limits in their game. Accordingly, 
some mount the rigging to. shower down 
their cascades, while others squirt the fire
engine from unseen corners upon the head 
of the unsuspecting passenger. And if it 
so chances (I.say chances) that anyone of 
the 'commissioned knobs' of the ship shall 
come in tpe way of these explosions, it is 
served out to him like a thunder-storm, 
• all accidentally,' of course. Well; what 
is he to do 1 He feels that he has indis
creetly trusted himself too far; and even if 
hr- has not a(,!tually passed the prescribed 
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line, still he was much too near it, and 
the offence is perhaps unintentional. At 
all events, it is of too trifling a. nature; 
and, under the peculiar circumstances o£ 
the moment, to make a complaint to the 
captain would be ridiculous. Having, 
therefore, got his jacket well wet, and 
seeing the ready means of revenging 
himself in kind, he snatches op a bucket, 
and, forgetting his dignity, hurls the con
tents in the face of the mid who had given 
him a sousing but two seconds- befON!! 
From that moment his commission goe.· 
for nothing, and he becomes, for the 
time being, one of the biggest Billy-boys 
amongst them. The captain, observing 
him in thil! mess, shrugs hilf shoulders, 
walks aft, muttering, "It's all your oWIi 
fault, Mr. Hailtop; you've put· yourself 
amongst these mad younkers; see how 
they'll handle you !" 

Nothing, I confess, now looks to me 
more completely out of character with our 
well-starched discipline than a ' staid lieu
tenant' romping about' the booms, skull
ing up the rigging, blowing the grampus, 
and having it blown upon hiIp by a parcel 
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of rattle-pated reefers. But I remember 
well in the Volage being myself so gradu
ally seduced by this animating spectacle 
of fun, that, before I knew where I wasF 
I had crossed the rope laid on the deck as 
a boundary. between order and disorderF 
and received a bucket of cold water in 
each ear, while the spout ofa fire..engine, 
at the distance of two feet, was playing 
full in my eyes. On turning my head 
round to escape these cataracts, and to 
draw breath, a tar-brush was rammed 
half-way down my throat! 

Far different was the scene, and very 
different, of course, my deportment, four 
or five y~ afterwards on the same spot, 
when, instead of being the junior lieu~ 
tenant, I was the great gun of all, the 
mighty master-knob of the whole party, 
that is to say, .the captain himself. I was 
then in command. of the Lyra, a IO-gun 
sloop-of-war; and after ~e shaving opera
tions were over, and all things put once 
more in order, I went on board the 
Alceste frigate to dine with my excellent 
friend .and commanding officer, the late 
Sir .~~uqay ltluwell. Lord Amherst, the 
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ambassador to China, was on board, and'iii 
great glee with the sight of what had beeIf 
enacted before him; for although, as '[ have" 
always said, these scenes are not of a: nattire' 
to bear agreeable description, they certainly 
are amusing enough to see--,-:for once. . 

We 1I00n sat down to dinner; and there 
was, of course, a great deal of amusement 
in telling the anecdotes of the day, and 
describing Father Neptune's strange as
pect, and hie still stranger-looking family ~ 
and attendants. I ventured to back one-ol 
my figures against all or any of theirs, if 
not for monstrosity, at least for interest 
of another kind. Our dripping Neptund 
in the Lyra was accompanied, as usuaI~ 
by a huge she-monster representing Am':' 
phi trite, being no other than one of the: 
boatswain's mates dressed up with the : 
main-hatchway tarpaulin for a cloak, the 
jolly-boat's mizen for a petticoat, while' 
two half-wet swabs furnished her lubberly' 
head with ringlets. By her side sat a 
youth, her only Bon Triton, a morsel of' 
submarine domestic history ascertained by 
reference previously made to Lenipriere'lf 
Dictionary. 'This 'poor little' fellow~~s e: 
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great pet. amongst the crew of the brig, 
and was indeed suspected to be entitled 
by birth to a. rank. above his present 
station, so gentle and gentlemanlike he 
always appeared. Even on this occasion. 
when disfigured by paint, pitch, and tar, 
copiously daubed over his delicate person 
to render him fit company for his papa 
old Neptune, he still looked as if his iU, 
favoured parents had stolen him, and were 
trying in vain to disguise their roguery 
by rigging him up in their own gipsy 
apparel . 

. It was very nearly dark when I rowed 
back to the Lyra, which had been hang
~g for the last half hour on the frigate's 
weather-quarter, at the distance of a 
cable's length, watching for my return. 
"The wind was. so light, and the brig so 
close, that no signal was made to heave 
to'; indeed I had scarcely rowed under 
the' Alceste's stem,' on my way back, 
before it was "necessary to call out, "In 
bow!" The rattle of the oar on the 
~h~8.rts gave the earliest notice of my 
approach' to the people on board the 
little" vessel,' and I could hear the first 
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lieutenant exclaim in haste, " Attend the 
side! Where are the side's-men 1" 

Scarcely had these words been spoken, 
when I heard a splash in the ,water; fol:' 
lowed by a faint cry of distress and despair. 
In the next instant the brig was hove about, 
and the stem-boat lowered down, accom
panied by all the hurried symptoms of a 
man having fallen overboard. I made the 
people in the boat tug at their oars towards 
the spot; but though we pulled over and 
over the ship's wake twenty times, !he 
water was every where unruffled and un
marked by any speck. At le~ath I rowed 
on board, turned the hands up to muster, 
to ascertain who was gone, and found all 
present but our poor little Triton! It 
appeared that the lad, who was one' of 
the side's-men, fatigued With the day's 
amusement, had stretched himself in the 
fore-part of the quarter-deck hammock
netting, and gone to sleep. The' sharp 
voice of the officer, on seeing the gig 
almost alongside, had roused the unhappy 
boy too suddenly; he quite forgot where 
he was, and. instead of jumping in-board, 
plunged into the sea, never to ri~ agaiu ! 
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! ~ : There 'lire few accidents moreftequent 
at) sea: than' that of a man falling DVe1'
.hoard ; and yet, strange to say, whenever 
,it happenS, it- takes everyone as com
'Pletelyby surprise as if such a thing had 
·never occurred before. What is still more 
<unaccountable, and, I must say, altogether 
, inexcusable, is the fact of such an incident 
invariably exciting a certain degree of 
confusion, even in well-regulated ships. 
If this evil be remediable, it is really very 
eurious that such a reproach should be al
lowed to continue, in the midst of a system 
of discipline so exact as that of the Navy, 
:inwhich almost every other contingency 
,is foreseen and carefully provided for; and 
,it is highly reprehensible, to say the least 
<of it, because it leads to the unnecessary 
: loss> of many lives. If the state of con
,fusion, doubt, and alarm, which generally 
takes place, especially at night, when a 
man- falls overboard, were the necessary 
'consequence of the accident, we should 
,merely lament it as an additional source,of 
: regret, and only consider a sea-life still more 
dangerous than it is generally reckoned to 
be. In point offact, however, there seems 
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to' be no technical and. ineritable necessity 
whatever for the occurrence. !of this- eli&
onler; and if the remed.y be quite Within 
Ule reach of ordinary discipline,! it can 
bardI,. be denied.; I should.· conceive,: that 
an officer who neglects to make such ap
plication of the means in his power~ has 
the life oC any man to answer for, who 
Calls overboard and is drowned.; that is to 
88y, if his loss can be traced less to, the 
accident itselC than to the want or some 
previously established. and systematic iU'
rangement suited. to the peculiaritie$ of 81J. 

occllrreDce oC such frequency. 
After all that has been said of the exact 

nature. of a man-oC-war's ,discipline, and 
the degree of Coresight, preparation, and 
habits ofresooree, which enable officerS to 
act promptly and V\,O'()I'Ously in the midst 
of difficulties, it is truly wonderful to -see 
men of experience 80 completely. at· a 
loss as the oldest officers, sometimes are, 
when the cry is given that a man is bver
board. I have beheld brave and skilful 
men, who could face, unmoved., any other 
sort of danger, stand quite aghast on such 
occasions, and seem to lose all their £acul .. 
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tiesjust at the moment of greatest need. 
But although it he difficult to explain 
this, itia quite easy. to understand how 
the ship's company should he thrown into 
confusion at such momenna, if their officers 
-are at a loss. Whenever I have witnessed 
the tumultuous rush of the people from 
helow, their eagerness to crowd into the 
boats, and the reckless devotion with which 
they fling themselves into the water to 
save. their eompanions, I could not help 
thinking that it was no small disgrace 
to U8, to whose hands the whole arrange
ments of discipline are confided, that we 
had 'not yet fallen upon any method of 
"vailing ourselves to good pnrpose of so 
much generous activity. 

Sailors are men of J'()ugh habits, but 
their feelings are not by any means 80 

coarse; and if they possess little prudence 
. or worldly consideration, they are like

wise very free from selfishness; generally 
speaking, too, they are much attached to 
one another, and will make great saeri
flees to their messmates or shipmates when 
opportunities oceur. A very little address 
on the part of the officers, as I have before 
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hinted, -will secure an extension of these 
kindly sentiments to the, quarter-deck. 
But what I was alluding to just now.was 
the cordiality of the friendships which 
spring up between the sailors themselves, 
who" it must be recollected, have no other 
society, and all, or almost all, whose or~ 
dinary soeial ties have been broken across 
either by the chances of war, or by the stem 
decrees which, I fear, will always render 
impressment absolutely unavoidable, or .by 
the very nature of their roving and de-. 
8ultory life, which carries them they really 
know not where, and care not wherefore. 

I remember once, when cruising off 
Terceira in the Endymion, that a man feU 
overboard and was drowned. Mter the 
usual confusion, and long search in vain, 
the boats were hoisted up, and the hands 
called to make sail. I was officer of the 
forecastle, and on looking about to see if 
all the men were at their stations, missed 
one of the foreto~men. Just at that mo
ment I observed some one. curled up, and 
apparently hiding himself under the bow 
of the barge, between the boat and the 
booms. "Hillo !'~- I said,." who are you 1 



~9_8 , _FIlA,GME~TS o:v 

:Wl;1at are you doing here, you skulker! 
;Why are you, not at your station 1" , ., 
;;" ',', 11lm not skulking, sir," said the poor 
lllllow,: the furrows in whose bronzed and 
weather-b!laten cheek were running down 
J'Vith;tears. The man we had just lost 
pad be!ln his messmate and friend, he 
tpld, ,me, for ten years. I begged his 
parqonin full sincerity, for having used 
such harsh words to him at such a mo
ment, .and ,bid him go below to his birth 
for the rest of the day. 

"Never mind, sir, never mind," said 
the kind-hearted seaman, "itcan',t be 
helped. You meant no harm, sir. lam 
as well on deck as below. Bill's -gone, 
~ir, but I must do my duty." 
, ' ; So, saying, he, drew the sleeve of his 

jacket twice or thrice across his eyes, 
and mustering his grief within.his breast, 
.walked to his station as if nothing had 
happened. 

In the same ship, and nearly about the 
lIame time, the people were bathing along. 
ilide in a calm at sea. It is customary op 
~uch- occasious to spread a studding-sail 
-on .the water, by means of lines from the 
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fore' and maht yard-arms~ for' the tis(, ~ be 
those who either cannot swim, or who ate 
not expert in this art, so very impOrtant 
'to all seafaring people. Half a dozen hf 
the ship's boys, youngsters' sent on board 
by that admirable and most patriotlci' of 
naval institutions, the Marine Society,were 
floundering about in the sail, and some
times even venturing beyond the leech 
rope. One of the least of these' urchins, 
but not the least courageous of their 
number, when taunted by his more skilful 
companions with being afraid, struck out 
boldly beyond the prescribed bounds. He 
had not gone much further than his own 
length, however, along the surface of the 
fathomless sea, when his heart failed him, 
poor little man! and along with his con
fidence away also went his power of keep
ing his head above water. So down' he 
sank rapidly, to the speechless horror bf 
the other boys,' who, of course, could lend 
the drowning child no help. 

The captain of the forecastle, a tall, 
fine-looking, hard-a-weather fellow, was 
standing on the shank of the sheet anchor 
with his arms across, and his well-var-
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pi~hed, can-yass, hat drawn so much over 
his eyes. that it. was ,difficult to tell whe
ther he was awake, or merely dozing in 
t1;le sun., as,he leaned his back against 
the fore-topmast ,backstay. The seaman, 
however, had been attentively watching 
the, young party all the time, and rather 
fearing that mischief might ensue from 
their rashness, he llad grunted out a warn
ing to them from time to time, to which 
they paid no sort of attention. At last 
he desisted, saying they. might drown 
themselves if they had a mind, for never 
8. bit would he help them. But no sooner 
did the sinking figure ofthe adventurous 
little boy catch his eye, than, diver~fashion, 
he joined the palms of his hands over his 
,head, inverted his position in one instant, 
and urging himself into swifter motion 
by a smart push with his feet against the 
anchor, shot head foremost into the water . 
. The poor lad sank so rapidly that he was 
at least a couple of fathoms under the 
surface before he was arrested by the grip 
of the sailor, who soon rose again, bear
ing the bewildered boy in his hand, and, 
calling ,to the ot~r youngsters to take 
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better care or their com t1id~ c?N~~ 
hini right into the belly 0 h~~,~~ 
midst or the party. The 'e-~i~ 
hanging in the calm, nearly in th-;-4r~er" 
and by it the dripping seaman s i@ed 
up again to his old birth on the anc ---;
shook himselflike a great Newfoundland 
dog, and then, jumping on the deck, 
proceeded across' the forecastle to shift 
his clothes. 

At the top of the ladder he was stopped 
by the marine officer, who had witnessed 
the whole transaction, as he sat across 
the gangway hammocks, watching the 
swimmers, and trying to get his own 
consent to undergo the labour of 'uo":' 
dressing and dressing. Said ,the soldier 
to the sailor, "That was very well done 
of you, my man, and right 'well deserves 
a glass of grog. Say 80 to the gun-room 
steward as you pass; and teU him it is my 
orders to fill you out a stiff norwester." , , 

The soldier's offer was kindly meant, 
but rather clUIIl.Sily timed, at 'least so 
thought Jack; for though he inclined his 
head in acknowledgment of the atten
tion, and instinctively touched his hat, 
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wh~n spoken 1;0 by an 'officer,· he made 
nQ.J'eply, till "out of the marine's hearing. 
when ,he. laughed, or rather chuckled out 
to the people near him, I' Does the good 
gentleman suppose I'll take a glass of grog 
for saving a boy's life?" 

It is surely very odd that there should 
ever be such a thing as a sailor who can .. 
not swim. And it is still more marvellous 
that there should be found people who 
actually maintain that a sailor who cannot 
swim. has a .better chance than one who 
can. This is really a paradox so·out", 
rageous, that, on writing it down, ,I feel 
almost humiliated to think. how often I 
h~ve heard it maintained by officers in 

, whose hands the country has intrusted 
many valuable lives., This strange· doc
trine, as may well be supposed, derives 
but; slender support from any well-esta..; 
blished facts. It is merely asserted that, 
on some occasions of shipwreck, the bold
est swimmers have been lost in trying to 
reacll the shore, when they might have 
been saved had, they staid by the ship. 
Thill ,,:Qlay be true enough in particular 
~ases, 8;lld yet the gen~ral position grounded 
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upon it ntterly absurd: The most skil.!
fUl h01'!leDlen sometimes break their necks; 
but this is hardly adduced as an argument' 
against learning to ride. 

Without, however, discussing such non-
sensical points, it cannot surely be denied' 
by any rational person, that the art of 
swimming must be of great value to every 
man who lives on the water, and who is 
liable at any moment to tumble overboard, 
to be Upl!et in a boat, or to be placed in 
l!ituations where, but for this power,l1e 
might perish of want or cold; or, which is 
more important still, he might be unable 
td save others from such a fate. Obvious 
though all this be, but little painsa.re 
generally taken by captains to see that' 
their people learn to swim. I suppose 
there is not an officer in the service, 
certainly not one who has reached the 
rank just named, who has not seeu many 
men drowned, solely from.not being able 
to swim; that is, because they had· not 
learned a very simple art, of which, under 
his official injunctions, and aided by due 
encouragement, they might readily have 
acquired a sufficient knowledge. :My omt 
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conscience, I am much ashamed to say, is 
not quite clear on this score, whatever 
that of my brother-officers may be; and 
certainly, when I again take the command 
of a ship, I shall use every exertion, and 
take advantage of every opportunity, at 
sea or in harbour, to encourage the men 
and officers to acquire this invaluable ac
complishment. \V ould it be unreasonable 
to refuse the rating of A. B. (able seaman) 
on the ship's books to any man who could 
not swim 1 If it be our duty to ascertain 
that a sailor can ., hand, reef, and steer,' 
before we place against his name these 
mystical letters, might we not well super
add, as a qualification, that he should also 
be able to keep his head above water, in 
the event of falling overboard, or that he 
should have it in his power to save ano
ther's life, if required to leap into the sea 
for that purpose by the orders of his sup&
nod At present, in such an emergency, 
an officer has to ask amongst a dQzen 
persons, " \Vhich of YOll can swim 1" in
stead of saying to the one nearest him, 
" Jump overboard after that man who is 
sinking !" 
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This,. then, seems the first materiai 
step in the establishment of an improved 
system in that branch of seamanship 
which relates to picking up men who 
fall overboard. I call it the' first step, 
because it will obviously have a direct 
tendency to lessen the horror and alarm 
which such an accident must always excite, 
and which nothing can ever quite remove, 
even were that desirable. There can be 
no doubt, indeed, that highly excited feel
ings always stand in the way of ex~t 
discipline, and especially of that prompt, 
hearty, and thoroughly confiding ob~ 
dience to the officer under whose orders 
we are setving. Such obedience is neces-'· 
eary on this occasion, above- all others 
(except, perhaps; that of the ship being 011' 

fire), and is essentially required, in ordel" 
to accomplish the purpose in view. 

Different officers will, of course, devise 
different plans for the accomplishment of' 
the same end. But I should expect aU 
reflecting persons to RoOTee in one or two 
points; such, for instance, as the follow
ing: iliat every officer, man; and boy, on 
board, should be perfectly aware before-

VOL. I.-SERIES II. x 
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hand of what his particular duty is when 
the alarm of,a man being overboard is 
given; that he should know precisely 
not only where to go, but what to do 
when he reaches his station; and, above 
all, that he should not presume to exceed 
the measure of his appointed duty, . unless 
expressly ordered by his superior. Every 
one who has been exposed to the misery 
of seeing a man fall overboard, must re
member that by far the greatest difficulty 
was to keep people back, there being 
always ten times as many persons as are 
required, not only ready, but eager to 
place themselves in the situations of great
est risk. In executing the duties of a ship
of-war, there should never be any volun
teering allowed, either on this, or on any 
other occasion. Every man ought to have 
a specific duty, or a set of duties, to per
form at all times. But these duties, in the 
case of a man falling overboard, must, of 
course, vary with the hour of the day or. 
night, with the circumstance of its being 
the starboard or the larboard watch on 
deck, with the weather being fine or. 
tempestuous, or with the course the ship 
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is steering relatiloely to the wind, the 
quantity of sail, and 80 on. All these 
varieties, thereCore, ought, as far as p0s

sible, to be the subject of distinct and 
repeated explanation. That is to say, the 
crew of every ship should be exercised or 
drilled, it not as frequently, at least as 
specifically, in the methods of picking up 
a man, as they are trained in the exercise 
of the great guns and small arms, or in 
that of reefing topsails. 

I hope I shall not be misunderstood as 
laying down any scale of comparison be
tween the importance of these different 
exercises; but I feel well assured that every 
experienced officer will agree with me, 
that by no other method except carefully 
stationing the men, and· now and then 
practising them at those stations, can we 
ever hope to prevent the ~araceful t!on
fusion and noise which at present almost 
always ocelli' when a man falls over
boanl. "\\'natever be the nature of the 
proposed exerci .... e, the people should never 
be taken by surprise, or cheated into the 
belief that a man really has fallen into 
the water; for the feelings which such an 
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incident excites are not of Ii description to 
be trifled with. Notice, indeed, should be 
formally given, that no false alarm Will 
ever be sounded; bnt when it is deter
mined to go through the manreuvre in 
question, intimation may nsefully be cir
culated beforehand, that at such and such 
hours it will be practised, or a peculiar 
pipe by the boatswain might prepare the 
people for the evolution. -"'nen all was 
ready, something might be dropped over
board on purpose, and the exercise would 
then commence. At first, there would 
probably be no small degree of confusion 
and loss of time ; but, surely, this would 
afford the most forcible practical evidence 
of the necessity of such drilling: When, 
by sufficient practice, the people had been 
rendered tolerably familiar with their duty 
in the day-time, or in fine weather, it 
might be then tried at night, or in a gale 
of wind. If they learned quickly all that 
was right to be done, there would be little 
trouble, and no great loss of time; but if, 
on the contrary, it cost much pains and 
a considerable interval to teach them how 
to conduct themselves to the best purpose, 
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under the supposed circumstances, that 
would only shew how much more neces
eary these precautions really were than 
officers generally imagine them to be. 

Having said thus much to expose the 
evil, and to allude in general terms to the 
remedy, I feel bound to contribute like
wise, as far as I am able, towards the 
practical details of the subject. I shall 
do so, however, with the. most sincere 
diffidence; for the truth is, I have not 
studied so much as, perhaps, I ought.Jo 
have done, what is called the seamanship 
part of my profession, but have, I fear, 
allowed both its scientific and more popu
lar branches to engage a disproportionate 
share of my attention. 

Every one who has been much at sea 
must remember the peculiar sounds which 
pervade a ship when a man is known to 
have fallen overboard. The course steered 
is so suddenly altered, that as she rounds 
to, the effect of the sails is doubled; the 
creaking of the tiller-ropes and rudder 
next strike the ear: then follows the 
pitter-patter of several hundred feet in 
~pid motion, producing a singular tremor, 
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fore and aft. In the midst of these omi
nous but too well understood noises may 
be heard, over all, the shrill startling voice 
of the officer of the watch, generally be
traying in its tone more or less uncer
tainty of purpose. Then we discover the 
violent flapping of the sails, and the min
gled cries of " Clear away the boats I" 
U Is the life-buoy gone 1" "Heave that 
grating after him!" "Throw that hen
coop over the stern!" "'Vho is it, do 
you know 1" "Where did he fall from 1" 
" Can he swim 1" "Silence!" An im .. 
petuQus, and too often an ill-regulated 
rush now succeeds to gain the boats, which 
are generally so crowded, that it becomes 
dangerous to lower them down, and more 
time is lost in getting the people out ~aoain 
than would have manned them twice over, 
if any regular system had been prepared, 
and rendered familiar and easy by practice 
beforehand. 

I could give a pretty long list of cases 
which I have myself seen, or have heard 
others relate, where men have been drowned 

'while their shipmates were thus struggling 
On board who should be first to save them, 
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and instead of aiding SO laudable a cause, 
were actually impeding one another by their 
hurry-skurry and general ignorance of what 
really ought to be done. I remember, for 
example, hearing of a line-of-battle ship, iIi 
the Baltic, from which two men fell one 
evening, when the ship's company were 
at quarters. The weather was ,fine, the 
water smooth, and the ship going about 
seven knots. The two lads in question, 
who were furling the fore-royal at the 
time, lost their hold, and were jerked far 
in the sea. At least a dozen men, leavtog 
their guns, leaped overboard from dif

,ferent parts of the ship, some dressed as 
they were, and others stripped. Of course, 
the ship was in a. wretched state of disci
pline where such frantic proceedings could 
take place. The confusion soon became 
worse confounded; but the ship was hove 
aback, a.nd several boats lowered down. 
Had it not been smooth water, daylight, 
and fine weathery many of these absurd 
volunteers must have perished.: I .call 
them absurd, because there is no /lense in 
merely incurring a. great hazard, .without 
some useful purpose to guide the exercise 
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9£ courage. Now, these intrepid fellows 
merely knew that a man had fallen oveI'-' 
board, and that. was all; tlO away they 
leaped out of the ports and over the ham
mock-nettings, without knowing where
abou,ts the object of their quixotic heroism 
might be. The boats were obliged to pick 
up the first that presented themselves, for 
they were all in a drowning condition; but 
the two unhappy men who had been flung 
from aloft, being furthest off, went to the 
bottom before their turn came. Whereas, 
had their undisciplined shipmates not 
officiously and most improperly gone into 
the water, the boats would have been at 
liberty to row towards the men who haa 
fallen accidentally, both of whom, in that 
case, might to all appearance have been 
saved. 

I remember a bitter kind of story which 
was current in the Navy when I first en
tered it, nearly thirty years ago. In those 
days, naval punishments were not only 
more severe than they now are, but they 
were inflicted with less solemnity than is 
at present deemed essential to their salu
tary effect. In a frigate, commanded by a 
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well-known Tartar, as the martinetsofth~ 
service Bre generally denominated, one of 
the crew, I forget from what cause, tOok it 
in his head to jump overboard, for th~ pur:" 
pose of drowning himselt. When he began 
to sink, he discovered that a salt-water 
death was not quite so agreeable as he had 
reckoned upon; so he sung out lustily for 
a rope. The ship being brought to the 
wind, the man was picked up,with 1'10~e 
difficulty. The matter was investigated 
instantly; and 8.8 soon as it appeared tlJ-at 
he had gone overboard intentionally, the 
hands were turned up, the gangway rigged, 
and the offender seized up. "Now," said 
the captain, " I shall punish you under 
the sixteenth article of war, which is as 
fonows : -' Every person in or belonging 
to the fleet, who shall desert, shall suffer 
deatll, or such other punishment as the 
circumstances of the case shall deserve.' ,. 
And then, addressing the boatswain, he 
said, " You will punish this man for de
sertion, or, which is exactly the'same 
thing, for going out of the ship withou~ 
leave." 

"Now, sir," resumed the captain to the 
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trembling culprit, " if you have any longer 
a desire to go overboard, you have only 
to ask the first lieutenant's leave. He has 
my iilstructions to grant you permission; 
while I shall take very good care that you 
are not ~aain picked up." 

I shall not stop to consider whether this 
gan",<TWay levity is the very be..-t preventive 
of nautical suicide; but I am quite sure 
that there can be no offence more de-:
serving of punishmeut, as a matter o( dis
cipline, and in order to prevent its recur
rence, than the practice of leaping ovel"
board .after a man who. has fallen into 
the water. There are cases, no doubt, in 
which it would be a positive crime in a 
swimmer not to spring, without waiting 
for orders, to the rescue of a fellow-crea
ture whom he sees sinking in the waves, 
at whatever hazard to himself or to others; 
but I speak of that senseless, blindfold style 
in which I have nry often witnessed men 
pitch themselves into the water, without 
knowing where the person who had fallen 
overboard was likely to be found. 

Even in highly-disciplined ships this 
will sometimes take place; and the bad-
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ness of the weather, darkness of the night, 
or other circumstances which increase the 
danger, seem only to stimulate the bold
est spirits to brave the risk. I conceive 
there is no method of putting a stop to 
the practice but by positively enjoining 
the people not to go overboard, unless 
expressly ordered; and by explaining to . 
them, on every occasion when the ship's 
company are exercised for this purpose, 
that the difficulty of picking a man up is 
generally much augmented by such ind.is
creet zeal. 

I 'Was lately told of some incidents 
which occurred in a frigate ofFCapeHom. 
in a gale of wind, under close-reefed main
topsail and storm-staysails. At half-past 
twelve at noon, when the people were at 
diuner, a young lad was washed out of the 
lee fore-channels. The life-buoy was im
mediately let go, and the main-topsail laid 
to the mast. Before the jolly-boat could 
be lowered down, a man jumped over
board, as he said ' promiscuously,' ·for 
he never saw the boy at all, nor was ever 
within half a cable's le~ath of the spot 
where he was floundering about. Al-
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though the youth could not swim, he con"" 
trived to keep his head above water till 
the boat reached him, just as he was b~ 
ginriing to sink. The man who had 
jumped into the sea was right glad to 
give up his ' promiscuous' search, and to 
make for the life-buoy, upon which he 
perched himself, and stood shivering for 
half an hour, like a shag on the Mew
stone, till the boat came to his relief. 

At four o'clock of the same day, a man 
fell from the rigging; the usual alarm and 
rush took place, the lee-quarter boat was 
so crowded, that one of the topping-lifts 
gave way, the davit broke, and the cutter, 
now suspended by one tackle, soon knock~ 
ed herself to pieces against the ship's side. 
Of course, the people in her were jerked 
out very quickly, so that, instead of there 
being only one man in the water, there 
were nearly a dozen swimming about. 
More care was taken in hoisting out 
another boat, and, strange to say, all 
the. people were picked up. except the 
original unfortunate man, who, but for 
the accident, which might and ought to 
have been prevented, would in all proba-
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bility have been saved. Neither he nor 
the life-buoy, however, could be discovered 
before the night closed; and it is most 
distressing to think, that, perhaps, he 
may have succeeded in reaching this sup .. 
port only to perish before the long 'Wiitter 
night of those dreary regions could be one 
quarter over! 

The life-buoy at present in use on board 
His Majesty's ships, and,l suppose, in all 
Indiamen, as well as, I trust, in most 
merchant ships, has an admirable eon-

. trivance connected with it, which has 
saved many lives,.· when otherwise there 
would hardly have been a chance of the 
men being rescued from a watery grave. 

This life-buoy, which is the invention 
of Lieutenant Cook of the Navy, consists 
of two hollow coppel' vessels connected 
together, each about as large as an or
dinary-sized pillow, and of buoyancy and 
capacity sufficient to support one man 
standing upon them.· Should there be 
more than one person requiring support; 
they can lay hold of rope beckets fitted to 
the buoy, and so sustain·themselves. Be
tween the two copper vessels there stands 
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up a hollow pole, or mast, into which is 
inserted, from below, an iron rod, whose 
lower extremity is loaded with lead, in 
such a manner, that when the buoy is let 
go, the iron rod slips down to a certain 
extent, lengthens the lever, and enables 
the lead at the end to act as ballast. By 
this means the mast is kept upright, and 
the buoy prevented from upsetting. The 
weight at the end of the rod is arranged 
so as to afford secure footing for two per
sons, should that number reach it; and 
there are also, as I said before, large rope 
beckets, through which others can thrust 
their head and shoulders, till assistance 
is rendered. 

On the top of the mast is fixed a port
fire, calculated to burn, I think, twenty 
minutes, or half an hour; this is ignited 
most ingeniously by the same process which 
lets the buoy down into the water. So that 
a man falling overboard at night, is di
rected to the buoy by the blaze on the 
top of its pole or mast, and the boat sent 
to rescue him also knows in what direction 
to pull. Even supposing, however, the 
man not to have gained the life-buoy, it 
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is dear that, it aboTe the surl'ace at all, 
he must be somewhere in that neighbour.. 
hood; and it he ehall haTe gone do'WD, it 
is still some satisfaction, by recoTering the 
buoy, to IL~ that the poor wretch is 
not left to perish by inches. 

The method by which this excellent 
int"ention is attached to the ship. and 
dropped into the water in a single instant, 
is, perhaps. not the l~-t ~ooenious part of 
the contrin.nce.. 1be buoy is generally 
fixed a.mid.ships OTer the stern, where is; is. 
held securely in its place by being strung. 
or threaded, as it were, on two strong per'"' 
pendicular iron ~ fixed to the taffrail, 
and inserted in holes piercing the frame
work of the buoy. The apparatus is kept 
in its place by what is called a slip-eto~ 
per •• sort of catch bolt or detent, which 
c:an be unlocked at pleasure, by merely 
pulling • trigger (" pon withdnawing the 
stopper. the whole machine slips along 
the ~ and falls at once into the ship's 
wake. The tr\,"'gel'. which unlocks the 
slip-stopper. is furnished with a lanyard. 
passing through a hole in the stern, and 
haTing at its inner end a large knob. 
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marked"Life-Buoy;" this a.lone is used 
in the day-time. Close at hanel is another 
wooden knob,marked .. Lock," fastened 
to the end of a. line fixed to the trigger of 
a. gun-lock primed with powder; and so 
arranged, that when the line is pulled, the 
port-fire is instantly ignited, while, at the 
same momen4 the life-buoy descends, andt 
floats merrily away, blazing like iii light-' 
house. It would surely be an improvement 
to have both these operations always per
formed simultaneously, that is, by one pull 
of the string. The port-fire would thus 
he lighted in every case of letting go the 
buoy; and I suspect the smoke in the day
time would often be as useful in guiding 
the boat, as the blaze always is at night. 

The gunner who has charge of the life
buoy lock sees it· freshly and carefully 
primed every evening at quarters, of which 
he makes Ii report to the captain. In the 
morning the priming is taken out, and the 
lock uncocked. During the night Ii man is 
always. stationed at this part of the ship, 
and every half-hour, when the bell strikes, 
he ;calls· oun " Life-buoy!" to shew that 
he is. awake, and at his post, exactly in 
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the same manner as the look-out-men 
abaft, on t4e beam, e.nd forward, call out 
" Starboard quarter!" " Starboard gang
way!" "Starboard· bow!" and so on, 
completely round the ship, to prove that 
they are not napping. 

After all, however, it must be owned, 
that some of the most important considera
tions, when a man falls overboard, have as 
yet scarcely been mentioned. These are, 

First, the quickest and Blost effectual 
method of arresting the ship's progre~s, 
and how to keep her as near the spot 
where the man fell as possible. 

Secondly, to preserve entire, during 
these evolutions, the general discipline of 
the ship, to maintain silence, and to en
force the most prompt obedience, without 
permitting fool-hardy volunteering of any 
kind. . 

Thirdly, to see that the boat appointed 
to be ~mployed on these occasions is se" 
cured in such a manner that she may be 
cast loose in. B moment, and, when ready 
for lowering down, that she is properly 
manned, and fitted, so as to be efficient in 
all respects when she reaches the water. 

VOL. I. - SERIES II. Y 
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, Fourthly, to take care in lowering the 
boat neither to stave nor to swamp her, 
nor to pitch the men out. ' 

And, lastly, to have a sufficient number 
of the sharpest-sightoo men in the ship 
stationed aloft in such' a manner as to 
give them the best chance, not' only of 
discovering the perSon who is overboard, 
but of pointing him out to the people 
in the boat, who may not otherwise know 
in 'what direction to pull. 

It is conceived,' that aU these objects 
may be accomplished with'very little, if 
any, additional ~uble,' in- all tolerably 
well-disciplined ships. ' , 

'Various opinions prevail amongst offi
cers as to the first point; but~ I think, 
the' best authorities recommend that, if 
possible, the' ship should not merely be 
hove aback when a man falls overboard, 
but that she ought to be brought com
'pletely round 'on the other tack. Of 
c:ourse; sail should be shortened iIi stays, 
and the main yard left square. This plan 
'implies the ship being on a wind, or from 
~that position to having the wind not above 
!twopoints' abaft the beam. But, on one 
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tack or the other, this will .include,a.l~rge 
portion, of the sailing of every ,ship. 

The great merit' of such, am,et4~d ,of 
proceeding is" that, if the evolution suc

,ceeds, the ship, when round, will drift righ,t 
down ,towards the man. And although 
there may be som~ small risk in lowering 
the boat in, stays, from, the ship 4aving 
at one period, stern-way, ,there will,' ~n 
fact, be little -time, lost if the boat be ~9t 
lowered till the ship be well round, ; and 
,the stern-way at an end. Ther~ is ~ore 
mischief done, generally"by,lower~ng, ,the 
,boat ,too sQon, than by waiting till the 
fittest moment arrives for doing it coolly. 
And it cannot, be ,too often repeated,' that 
almost ,the whole depends upon, thJ;! self
'possession ,of the officer of the, ,:watch. 
Ihis important quality is best taught (like 
every thing else of the ,kind) by eJ:[pe
rience, thaUs to ~ay, bya thorough and 
familiar practical knowledge, ,of what; is 
right to be done under all circums'ance~. 
, It may be permittecl for every other person 
in the ship 00:, feel,alal1Ileq. and shock~ 
when ,the sounds, ,reach ,his ears inlllcl!-t\ng 
that a ma~ is ,9v,erbo~d i"but,.the.9fficer 
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in command of the deck ought to let it be 
Seen and felt, by his tone of voice, . and by 
the judicious promptitude of his orders, 
that he, at least, is perfectly master of 
lillnself, and knows distinctly what course 
it is best to adopt. 

If the ship be running before the wind, 
or be sailing large, and under a press of 
sail, the officer must exercise his judg
ment in rounding to, and take care, in 
his anxiety to save the man, not to let the 
masts go over the side, which will not 
advance, but defeat his object. If the 
top-gallant-sheets,. the ~psail, and top
gallant-haulyards, be let fiy, BIld the 
head-yards braced quickly up, the -ship. 
when brought to the wind, will be nearly 
in the situation of reefing topsails. Under 
thesecireumstances, it will hardly be p0s
sible to. bring her about, for, long before 
she can have come hcad to wind, her way 
will be so much deadened that the rudder 
may have ceased to act. Still, however, I 
am so strong an advocate for the principle 
of tacking, instead of merely lying-to,.when 
a man is overboard, that, even under the 
circumstances aboye described, as soon as 
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the boat was lowered down and sent off" 
and the extra sail gathered in,· 1 would 
fill, stand on till the ship . had gained 
head-way enough to render the evolution 
certain, and then go about, sO as to bring 
her head towards the boat. It must be 
recollected, that when a ship is going well 
off the wind in the manner here supposed, 
it is impossible to round her to so quickly 
as to replace her on the spot where the 
man fell; to reach which a great sweep 
must always be made. But there seems 
to me no doubt, that in every possible case. 
even when going right before it, the ship 
will always drift nearer and nearer to that 
spot, if eventually brought to the wind ·on 
the opposite tack from that on which she 
was luffed up. 

It will conduce greatly to the success of 
these measures, if it be an established rule,. 
that, whenever the alarm is given of a man 
being overboard, the people, without fill'
ther orders, fly to their appointed stations 
for tacking ship; and that only those 
persom who shall be specifically selected 
to· man and lower down the boats, and 
for other duties, shall presume to quit the 
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pi~cesassigrled. to them ongoing about. 
It" So happens', that when the men are in 
their stations' for tacKing, they are almost 
eqmilly 'ill' their stations tor shortening: 
sail, or for perforuiIDg 'most other evolu
tions likely to become 'necessary -at such 
moments. 
- , The excepted men shoUld cOnsist 'of at 
least'two boats' crews in each watch, and 
bf others whose Sole duty it should be to 
attend to the operation of lowering the 
boat or boats, into which no men but 
those expressly appointed should eyer be 
allowed to enter. These persons, selected 
for their activity, strength, and coolness, 
should' belong to the -after-guard, main 
and mizen-top, and gunner's crew, men 
-whose duties lie chieHy abaft or about the 
~inain-mast. Midshipmen in each watch 
should also ~ - named to the different 

:boats; aud their orders ought to be pOsi
. tive, never to allow more than the proper 
"Frew to -enter; 'nor -on any account to per
blitthli boat to be lowered till fully and 

i properly 'manried. -, I grant that itre-
, qUires' -no 'srilall-' nerve to: sanction' the 
.' delays' ~hich an' attention to these minute 
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particulars demands. But thEl_!ld~~ate 
degree of faith in th,e~uiiljty~,~, brjii~ 
with it the requisite ,sha~ ~~ d.ecisi0It~.tQ 
possess which, under al! circumstanpes. is, 
perhaps, one of the ,most charactecistic~ 
~ction8 of a good colIlIllanding ofJic~r. ': 

I could give anecdotes by tile dozen 
of the mischief arising from these : :r~ 
cautions not being ,attended to. ,I, was 
lately told of a good case in pOint.' .A 
line-oC-battle I!hip.· during the ,war~. was 
lying at, anchor oft' Oleron in a hard..gale 
!>f wind. A cutter had been sent to the 
senior officer OIl some service,. but, not be
ing able, to pull to windward. I!he returned. 
All the men were called ,out except four, 
. and the boat hoisted up. Thr01igh' Some 
inattention on the part or the boatswaIn's 
mate not piping belay in. time, or from 
the tackle-fall being worn, out (a frequent 
but most, inexcusable, neglect), one of the 
ralls gave way, just as the boat' ffit.Chea 
the davit. The consequence waS,'alJ the 
four men were precipitated .f?verboard. ' 
The. stem-boat Tas instantly lowered 
down, with a midshipman aDd ,four. hands 
in, .he.ri. but, owing to the Jva~l C?t£K>Hle 
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efficient·. system being' .' previously esta. 
blishedto'meet"sach cases, three out 'of 
this precious . boat's crew of volunteers 
could not pnll.a stroke! Two of the men 
who had been pitched out of the cutter, 
accordingly, sunk before the boat could 
reach them, though- she was not her own 
length from them. One ·man was pulled 
in, but tpe fourth co~ld not be seen at all, 
and was supposed to have perished like. 
wise. The men in the boat, not knowing 
how ro use the oars, soon became terrified 
with their situation; and had it not been 
for;.the-able assistance of the rescaedman, 
though he was half drowned, and the a,c.o 

tivity of the young midshipman, the boat 
must soon have been swamped, and all 
hands in her have gone to the bottom. As 

. it was; they contrived, by great exertion, 
to keep her head to the Sea, and in the 
ship's wake, till a rope, with a buoy to 
it, was veered to them. On being pulled 
UI~der the stem, and just as they were 
hQo~ing the tackles which. were to hoist 
them up, they discovered the fourth man 
who had. ,fallen overboard from the cutter 
clinging .to, the .rudder-chains. The poor 
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fellow was almost exha~. bY" bciDg. 
soused over head and ears nery time the: 
ahip pitched. He was' secured by the 
boat-hook, and pulled in; more dead than 
alive. 

It is not enough that care be taken to 
prevent the boat being over-crowded, and· 
that the creW' which are to manage her' 
knoW' their business, or that an officet, 
IU!CUStomed to command be in eharge of 
her, and that &he be deliberately lowered: 
into the water by men who understand 
hoW' to execute this ratherdiffieult and
delicate operation in bad weather; for; 
there are still one or two apparently minor' 
points which should not be neglected~ The 
boat's plog, for example, ought in every 
ease to be fastened to the bottom-board 
with • stout lanyard. I have ~. the 
want of this very small article, 'Which might 
prove the loss of the whole boat's crew,' 
canse t'he greatest trouble and d~aoer. 

l\Iuch of the man's chance of being: 
picked up will depend, in the day-time at . 
leL'¢, upon the goodness of the look-out fur t 

him which is kept, by persons properly' 
stationed in the rigging' and' elsewhere. . 
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At . night, • alas! the chances against the 
unhappy man are always greatlyincreased; 
arid I shallilever forget the melancholy 
which spreads instantaneously over the 
ship when. the boat returns, and to the 
eager ery of,.'" Have you got the man 1" 
it is answered, ", We .could see nothing of 
hiW.; we heard him splashing. in the water 
'aDd calling out for a rope, but before ·we 
could reach the spot, he had sunk. Here 
is the poor fellow's hat,. which we picked 
up· just where we had heard the sound 
(j)f his voice." When Lieutenant Cook's 
life-buoy is used, indeed, the chanceS of 
saving the man at.night are much greater; 
but still it is, at best, but a fearful chance 
even for an expert swimmer . 
. . 'There ought, in every ship, to be selected 

a. certain number of the sharpest-sighted 
persons,' who should be instructed, the 
instant. the . alarm is given, to repair. to 
l;tations appointed for. them aloft.· Seve
ral of dlese ought to~ plant themselves 
in the lower rigging, some in the top
,mast· shrouds, and.one, if not·two, might 
,ad1'alltageously be perched on each of the 
"Cross-trees... These persons,: whose exclu-
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sive duty is to discover' the mali' ;who lis 
overboard, should be directed to look' out; 
some in the ship's wake, :some' on either 
side of it, and to be particularly careful 
to'mark the spot near' which the ship 
must have been when he 'fell, in order 
that, when she comes about and drifts neal' 
the place, they may know where to direct 
their attention, and also to take care' that 
the ship does not forge directly upon· the 
object they are seeking for. 'The chief 
advantage ·of having look~ut meo'st&..;. 
tioned aloft in this manner consists in thea 
commanding' a far better position com! 
pared to that of persons on deck, and 
still better when compared to the people 
in the boat. Besides which, having this 
object alone to attend to, they are less 
likely to be unsuccessful. Moreover; from 
their being in considerable numbers, and 
scattered at different elevations, their 
chances are, of course, much increased o~ 
discovering so small an object as lit mall 

on the surface.' ., d! 

, .. Thepeople in the-boat possess no such . 
advantages,· fop they are, occupied'.with 
their 081"8, and ·lo~ ,between: ; the ,'. seas 
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all sight of the surrounding objects near 
them, while they can always see the ship's 
masts ; and as soon as they detect that 
anyone of the look-out men sees the per
son who is overboard, and points in the 
proper' direction for them to pull, they 
can shape their course accordingly. Pre
sently another look-out, instructed by the 
first where to direct his eyes, also dis
covers the man; then another sees him, 
then another, and so on, till all who are 
aloft obtain sight of the desired object, 
and join in pointing with their hands to 
where-it is to be found. The officer in 
the boat, thus instructed by iunumerable 
pointers, 'rows at once, and with confi
dence, in the proper direction, and the 
drowning man is often rescued from his 
deep-sea grave, when, had there been no 
such look-outs, or had they been fewer 
in number, or lower down, he must have 

-perished. 
I quite forget what officer it was who 

first· told me of this plan, which, from 
frequent trial, I know to be most useful in 
practice, I shall certainly be most happy 
to publish the name of the inventor of this 
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ingenious idea, if by· any means .1-can 
recover it. The thing itself, I should ima.-+ 
gine, requires only to be stated to insure its 
universal adoption. We wonder, indeed, 
how a measure of so much simplicity and 
obvious utility should not before haT" 
struck every one who has turned his ·at
tention to this subject; and what .com
manding officer is there who has noH ··1 
sball be very glad to find myself mistaken 
in supposing that this plan is not as. yet 
generally adopted; and I trust in no great 
length of time, it will form, in every ~hipt 
an integral part of an organised and well .... 
understood system of regulations, exclu.
sively directed to the important purpose 
of saving the lives of men who fall ov~, 
board. 

It is quite obvious, indeed, the greatei; 
the number of eyes that can be employed· 
in search of such & speck as a man's head. 
presents, the better chance there will be 
of discovering it; and accordingly,as 
many men as possible should always ,be 
sent aloft to look out in the ,first instance;' 
not fewer in any ease than six pr eightto'
each mast. As soon.as the ship is.fairly' 
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round, the sails trimmed, and the boat 
lowered down, at lI;ast the whole of Qne 
watch ought to be sent aloft, and scat
tered up and down· the rigging, at the 
mast-heads, and on the yard-arms; for it 
is impossible to say from what spot .the 
man can best be seen, or who shall be 
the fortunate individual to catch the first 
glimpse of him. I have even known a 
stupid, gummy-eyed fellow, who never 
before got credit for seeing much further 
than a mole, have the luck to discover a 
boy at a great distance, long before the 
o.thers could distinguish any thing floating 
on the water. 

It is curious to observe the electric sort 
of style in which the perception of an 
object, when once pointed out, flashes 
along from man to man. As each in 
succession catches sight of his shipmate, 
he exclaims, " There he is! there he is ! .. 
and holds out his hand in the proper 
direction for the guidance of the boat. 
Indeed, I have seldom witnessed a more 
interesting sight than that of eighty or a 
hundred persons, stationed aloft, straining 
their eyes to keep sight of a poor fellow 

• 
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who is struggling fOf' his life, and, all 
eagerly extending· thei-r hands towards 
him, as if they' could" clutch him from the 
"aves. To see these hands drop again is 
inexpressibly painful,' from its indicating 
that the unfortunate man is no longer dis
tinguishable. One by one the arms fall 
down, reluctantly, as if it were a signal 
that all hope was over. Presently the boat 
is observed to Tange about at random; the 
look-out men aloft, when repeatedly hailed 
and asked," if they see any thing like 
him 1" are all silent. ·Finally, the boat's 
recAll-flag is hoisted, sail· is again made 
on the ship, the people are piped down, 
and this tragical' little episode in' the 
voyage being concluded, every thing goes 
on as before. 

END OF -THE FIRST VOLUME; . 
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