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OF 

VOYAGES AND TRAVELS. 

CHAPTER I. 

TilE EFFECTS OF flEING WELL COMMANl>EIJ. 

PEOPLE who have no acquaintance with the 
intricacies of naval discipline can scarcely 
comprehend how vast a difference is made 
in the efficiency of a man-of-war by the 
character of the commander. A stranger, 
indeed, when he first goes on board a well­
regulated ship, is apt to fancy the captain 
of little or no use; and in proportion as 
affairs are well ordered, so, it is not impro­
bable, he may, for a time, be confirmed in 
his error. Every thing appears to go on so 
regularly-so much like clock-work-that 
the officers and men, it might. be thought, 

VOL. II. B 



2 FRAGMENTS OF 

have only to follow an established routine, 
as the hands of a watch obey the revolutions· 
of the wheels, and all will go right. Yet, 
in both cases there mrist exist within, not 
only some powerful main-spring, to give the 
original impulse, but sundry nice • balances' 
and 'escapements' to keep the movement 
uniform. 

Early in the year 1805, we were made 
abundantly sensible of the truth of this re­
mark~ by an important change which took 
place in the highest office on board. From 
a state 'of languid inefficiency, we started, 
in a single moment, into the most vigorous 
activity; and from being almost the laugh.: 
ing-stock' of the fieet, for the clumsiness of 
our gait, 'and the want of success which 
attended our cumbrous exertions, we soon 
outstripped them all, not only in the speed, 
but in the useful result, of our services. 

Our good ship, the Leander, whose name 
I cannot even now write without summoning 
up a thousand images of early joys, and ten 
thousand pl·omises of future happiness-.:....few· 
ifany of which have been blasted-the dear 



old Leander. was one 

would, 'according to the fond expre S 0 

those who sailed in her, .. do any thing but 
speak." She could sail well-,-figbt well.......,. 
and weather a gale of wind, with any ship 
in the Navy, either in port with th~ee an.,. 
chors ahead, or lying to at sea under her storm 
staysails; and as for the arts of peace, she 
knew them all right merrily, when the time 
served; for many a jolly dance has shaken 
her elastic decks. I might compare my 
good ship to an elephant - docile,firm, 
and sagacious, when properly directed; and 
though her motions were not so swift. as 
those of the boastful frigates by which she 
was surrounded, she contrived, somehow, to 
get to the end of the journey occasionally 
before them all; and often lugged rich prizes 
into harbour, when the more dashing ships 
of the squadron were prancing impatiently 
about, in search of what we had already 
s~apped up. 



4 FRAGMENTS OF 

This' will be seen presently. In the mean 
time, I may stop to remark, how very sin­
gular an effect is often produced by the 
mind' of one person on the thoughts and 
actions of others. There is certainly some 
mysterious agency in our nautical economy. 
by which the genius of a commanding officer 
knows how to impart a portion of its spirit 
to every one under his orders, so as not only 
to combine and direct the ordinary capacities 
of his crew, but, at times, almost to change 
their very nature. 

The truth is, that man, however fond he 
may be of liberty, is so essentially and na­
turally an obedient animal, that there are 
few things more satisfactory to his mind than 
being well commanded. .At first sight, thia 
would seem to imply something servile in our 
disposition; .but experience clearly proves, 
that there are few situations in which a man 
of spirit can so well maintain his real in­
dependence of character, 'or bring all his 
talents, knowledge, and industry, into such 
useful operation, as when he is acting under 
the vigilant superintendence ~f.a highly-
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gifted superior. who is fully competent to 
judge of his conduct. and is willing to do 
justice to his merits. 

This influence extends itself. ill· various 
shapes. to every class of men under authority: 
-to the person who possesses . abilities and 
is desirous of ,:lxerting them....,.... to the ineffi­
cient-the indolent-and even to the wicked. 
When a person of talents is placed under an 
able commander. he feels confident tbat no­
thing he does will be passed without notise. 
and consequently that his ·exertions must 
tell to his advantage, exactly in proportion 
as their utility makes itself felt. This con­
sciousness will, of course, stimulate him to 
fresh endeavours to excel; and from thus 
keling sure that his conduct is duly appre­
ciated, he has an immediate motive to bring 
his whole strength into play~an exercise 
which must ever produce good results. A 
right-minded person, thus circumstanced, 

. 'will become sensible, that, so far from his 
office being of a servile nature. it is one in 
which" he o~liges those whom he officially 
obeys, to acknowledge his power. It there .. 
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fore; he be only true to himself and to his 
duties, he may continue as thoroughly in­
dependent as it is possible for. any man to 
be, 'whatever be the nature of his situation 
in life. 
. Suppose the case differently put, and let 
the superior in station be the inferior in abi­
lities or experience, or not so zealous in the 
execution of his duty as' the man he com­
mands. The situation of the inferior is now 
far from being so independent, or so well 
calculated to draw forth his powers as it was 
in the first case. The subordinate officer 
has no longer the same animated stimulus to 
exertion, for. his labours being generally un­
noticed, or their result unappreciated, he is 
left. without much encouragement to proceed 
in fresh· endeavours to 'excel; while his­
faculties, ins~ad of improving through gene­
rous e'xercise, are often q.eteriorated by the 
languid manner in which they are brought 
into play. 
. 'What is true of men of talents and at .. 
tainments, is still more striking in the case 
of those whose faculties and knowledgf;} of 
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their business are modera~e. This description 
of persons stand in need of much assistance 
to render their services really useful. They 
require,. at all times, to have their .ri!.erits, 
such as they ~re, so judiciouslyapp1iE:~by 
other hands,· that they themselves shall 
become sensible of the value of their o,wn 
exertions, when well directed. As there is 
nothing so flattering to our self-love, as . .an 
occasional tou~ of over-apprec~ation of o~r 
merits, so there is nothing better calculated 
to produce good fruit as this kind of. c~m~ 
mendation, if not too broad. The reason is 
obvious. If a commander has skill enough 
to enlist the sympathies of those placed tinder 
his orders, they will feel insensibly drawn on 
to make common cause with .him i and will 
afterwards exert themsel~es strenuously to 
J)laintain that degree of importance, derived 
from this implied companionship in ability, 
which they .could hardly hope to reac.h single~ 
handed. Having. been' thus led. no matter 
how, to· make the discovery of th~ir own 
weight in the scale, they are powerfully .in­
terested i~ proving thems~lves not unworthy 
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ofsuch distinction. The invariable effect of 
. such voluntary efforts is to improve the cba­
racter. Such training will certainly not make 
a clever man out of a stupid one; but it may. 
render a discontented or useless man of ser'" 
vice to himself and the state; -and, instead 
of his being wretched and hopeless, may 
make him happy and confident of success~ 
which,alone, is something. 

I suspect, however, that no one who has 
.not been an eye-witness of the condition of 
a ship under the command of .an ignorant, 
trifling, or otherwise inefficient captain, can 
have any notion of the mischievous eff~cts 
of his misrule-or,. rather, of his· no-rule. 
Perhaps, in: the long run, almost any degree 
of consistent severity is preferable to the un­
certain, higgledy-piggledy kind of discipline 
on board a man.:of-war in what is called slack 
order! The moderately-gifted persons feel­
ing that, in,' these circumstances, they have 
no chance of notice by any exertions of their 
own, speedily degenerate into a sort of vege­
tables, so incapable of any kind of useful 
exertion. that they infest the ship like the 
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fling us called the dry-rot. This chaotic pe.­
riod is the holyday season of the scamps and 
skulkers, who then fancy their game the 
surest. These fellows certainly succeed in 
working as little as, possible, and in making 
those about them unhappy; but, after a.ll, 
without any great .accession to their own 
comforts. 

I am not speaking now ofa complete 
state. of anarchy or mutiny, but merely of 

• that wretched condition of things which. 
arises out o~ the command being place~i~ 
hands which are not strong enough, or not 
adroit enough, properly to arrange the ille .. 
menta which are given to them to manage. 
One of the evil consequences, out of many;' 
which this state of affairs gives birth to, is 
the great additional amount of labour it 
brings unfairly on the shoulders of the well­
disposed part of our floating community; a 
result attended by sundry otheibad effects. 
In the first place, it encourages the idle to 
shirk as much duty as they well can; and 
this, of course. tends only to make those 
worse who are already had enough. In the 
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next p.lace, it discourages the cheerful and 
willing workers, by the oppression of its in­
justice, a feeling which speedily takes away 
or deadens some of the besl motives to im­
provement. The natural result is, that the 
duty is done ~ ill as possible, by reason of 
its improper distribution. The captain soon 
becomes dissatisfied; but being unable to 
make out the true cause. or unwilling to 
acknowledge that, at bottom, his own bad 
government is in fault, he naturally ascribes 
the imperfect execution of the work, to want 
of exertion on the part of those whom he 
sees performing it, while of the skulkers he 
sees nothing. Thus, by his unfair censure 
pf those who. in fact, are the most deserv­
ing of commendation, he scatters the seeds 
of discouragement over all the different 
classes' exposed to his unskilful handling, 
and every things falls into confusion worse 
confounded. 

I shall not at present dwell further on 
this topi~. by contrasting it wit, _ tbe effects 
arising out of a right system of discipline, 
on the indolent or wicked. It will. however. 
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be obvious to every one, that if there be 
any chance of such persons being amended, 
or their evil dispositions being tied down, 
and their services rendered available, it can 
only 'be when they are properly looked after; 
and that in such periods as those above 
described, every thing which is already bad 
about· them is rendered more actively mis .. 
chievous. 

It may be useful, perhaps, to recollect that 
the same principles, or very nearly the s~me, 
which regulate the action and re-action of 
officers and others afloat, enter into the ad· 
ministration of all affairs on land. Pro .. 
bably, no person is so low in the world, as 
not to have occasion to exercise some of the 
attributes of a commander in the course of 
every day of his life. If a man's share of 
the business of the world be small, and easy 
of performance, it is still more incumbent 
on him to exercise his fraction of authority 
with propriety, as there is plainly less excuse 
for his exeCuting so simple a duty ill. If, 
however, his occ~pations be considerable, he 
will certainly discover how important it is to 
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possess the hearty co-operation of the. per­
sons under his authority, and how essential 
methodical arrangement is to his success. 
The civil government of a great empire 
appears, to uninitiated eyes, such a huge 
task, that many people are totally at a loss 
to conceive how a prime minister can find 
time to eat his dinner..,...-stillless how he can 
manage to move about in society, apparently 
quite at his ease. But their wonder would 
diminish if they were to apply, to the affairs of 
the nation, the rules above adverted to, under 
the guidance of which their own domestio 
establishment is managed. Yet their admira­
tion of the great statesman would .only in­
crease, as they became sensible of his skill in 
generalizing those maxims, and in applying 
them over such a wide field of human action. 
In every department of life indeed, there 
must always be more or less of discipline; 

. and although the ostensible head of each 
division of society-in a house-in a na­
tion at large-or in a ship, ought always 
to be the most influential person, as having 
most good and evil in his power, there is no 
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one under him, however insignificant he may 
be thought, who may not. by his conduct, 
modify the exertions of those above or be­
low him either to useful or to mischievous 
purpose. 

We arrived at Bermuda on the 19th of 
January, after a passage of ten days. from 
Halifax. On the 21st, while we were lying, 
quietly moored, in :M urray'. anchorage, a 
brig was seen to stand oft' and on, just 
outside the belt of coral reefs to the east-. 
ward ofthe roadstead. She had a weft Bying 
at the fore-topgallant-mast-head, indicating 
a wish to communicate with us. A -boat, of 
which I was the midshipman, was accordingly 
despatched to her. On our going alongside, 
a gentleman, without asking leave, stepped 
into the boat; and as soon as a portmanteau 
and writing-desk, which constituted his 
whole luggage, were handed in, he called 
out-

.. Shove oft'!" aud turning to me, said­
" That's the Leander, is it not 1" 
," Yes, sir," I replied, with a feeling of 

involuntary respect, inspired by the decided 



14 FRAGMENTS OF 

manner and tone of voice of this mysterious 
stranger • 

.. Take me on board, then," he continued, 
with an air of authority that made me hitch 
half a yard forward along the stern sheets of 
the boat, while he placed himself right amid­
ships. He did not speak a word all the 
way; and, for my part, I was so much awed, 
that for the life of me, I could not get a sen­
tence across my lips, though I made sundry 
attempts. 

u'Vho's that 1 who's that 1" eagerly asked 
a dozen of the mids, as soon as I came up 
the side. I could not tell, except that he 
was certainly some great knob or other; for 
be seemed quite at home, and ordered the 
boat about as if he had been the captain. 

And such, accordingly, he proved. He 
had brought his commission for the Leander 
in his pocket, and was, in fact, but a few 
weeks from England. It appears that the 
instant he received his appointment from the 
Admiralty, he ordered a post-chaise, set off 
for the coast, and got on board the first 
vessel sailing for the 'Vest Indies which was 
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willing to touch at Bermuda. Owing to 
this activity he lost not a single hour-and 
the sequel will shew how useful a lesson this 
sort of energy may teach. Our new captain 
was soon installed; and his easy-going pre. 
decessor was scarcely on shore, before he 
turned over a totally new leaf on board the 
'old barky! I well remember that the very 
next morning, after breakfast, one of the 
sailors having got into a scrape of rather a 
grave nature, was called to the quarter-deck 
before his new commander. The offence 
was promptly, but most patiently investi. 
gated. As soon as it was clearly made out 
that the unhappy man had committed an 
offence punishable by the usages of the 
service, the captain looked round, and with 
a deliberate' sternness which made all who 
.observed it quake again, said to the first­
lieutenant-

" Turn the hands up! .. 
In less than a quarter of an hour after the 

crime had been committed, the culprit was 
in the dreadful predicament of being seized 
up at tlle gangway, preparatory to the in­
fliction of his sentence. 
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" Oh, sir!" said the poor fellow, .. this is 
my first offence, and I am the first person 
that has been brought before your honour. 
Do look· over me, .sir. It is the first time, 
sir! " 

or I make a rule never to forgive the first 
offence!" was the formidable. reply of o'ur 
rigid captain, spoken in a voice that reached 
every ear on board, and sank deep in every 
breast. 

This lesson. stern" as it appeared, and pain­
ful and decisive as it certainly was, never­
theless had lenity as well as justice for its 
object. By these few words, uniformly car­
ried into effect in practice afterwards,. every 
man and boy on board the ship was soon 
made to understand, that his only chance 
of escape from punishment was to conform 
strictly to the rules of the service. rhis was 
the penal side of the page, whioh might be 
read and understood by all. 'l'he other, 
which related to the advantages resulting 
from good conduct, was of course slower in 
its developement, but it proved not less sure 
in the long run; and ou~ eventual comfort 
and self-respect, were essentially pl"Omoted 
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by this degree of strictness, which kept every 
man steadily to his daty. 

Between these two principlel of leverity 
in the punishment of offence., and high 
faYour to those who took paios to do right, 
the ship was lpeedily brought into right 
trim. Every thing now seemed alive, and 
monel smartly. No time was wasted; for 
eveD the indolent and the ill disposed were 
made to work welL The decka became cleaner 
than ever they bad been before-the people 
dressed themselvel more tidily- the laill 
looked better furled, the yards better squared 
-the complaints of inattention or drunken­
nels grew daily Jess frequent-and an air 
of general happiness, a.a well as new-bom 
energy. spread itself over the whole ship. 

An immediate cruise to the southward was 
now the word. and every hand became active 
in forwarding the preparations. So magical, 
indeed, waalthe effect of this change, that, 
I dare say, we could then have engaged an 
enemy, with success. whom it might not 
have been 80 very prudent to bave brougbt 
to action a week before. 

VOL. II. c 
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It has been obs~rved, that the simple fact 
of Lord Nelson's joining the fleet off Trafalgar 
more than double-manned every ship; and 
those who look about them will find, that 
the. same effect, . more or less, is produced 
in every walk of life, by the mere presence 
of cQmmanding talents and thorough-bred 
zealand energy. No one, therefore, should 
forget, that although -it is the high destiny 
of only a very few: to possess such· an asto­
nishing influence over their- fellow-men, as 
that exercised by Nelson afloat or Wellington 
onshore, yet ·each in -his own. particular 
sphere .of authority may often modify, to 
the most useful purpose, the powers of all the 
persons placed under him. 

A sea life is fertile in illustrations of this 
position. In the night-time, for example, at 
sea,: in unsettled. weather, it often becomes 
necessary to reef the tops~ils; but when the 
canvass is wet and heavy, the air cold, and 
the sailors are fatigued, tbis operation, which, 
in the day-time, is a very simple affair, may 
prove .in , the dark· one of no inconsiderable 
trouble. It is not, of course, held to be good 
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practice to turn the watch below out of their 
hammocks to assist in such minor evolu­
tions; so that those who are upon deck must 
manage it themselves the best way they can; 
and sad work they sometimes make of it! 
The very same officer' and' the very same 
men, who, in day-light, under favourable 
circumstances, would have had the topsails 
lowered, reefed, and hoisted again, in a few 
minutes, will often labour for an hour,at 
night, without· getting the weather earing 
out, or a single point tied; and, after aU; 
probably split the sail or spring the yard, 
in the midst of such a hQ.wling and abuse 
as well nigh outblasts the rattling of the 
squall, which is ll\ughing to scorn these 
misdirected efforts. The half-informed, or 
little4 experienced officer probably knows well 
enough what is required, but not how to , 
execute it. Be the cause, however, what 
it may, the work remains unexecuted. 

Suppose that, in the middle of all this 
noise and' confusion, eight bells are- Btru~k, 
and the officer of the new watch comes, on 
deck. If he be a man of abilities, and one 
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who understands his bosiness, the whole 
scene will be changed in ten seconds. Thongh 
the night be as dark. as pitch. and the rain 
or sleet, drifting past, still further hides the 
ropes and sails, his experienced eye, or rather 
a sort of professional instinct, insensibly ac­
quired from long practice, tells him. in a 
moment what is wrong. and explains the 
cause of the delay by which the -men aloft 
have been harassed for an hour before. All 
that is necessary, perhaps, is to ease oft' a 
little of the lee topsail-sheet, so as to allow 

- the weather-brace to be rounded in, upon 
which the yard settles down on the cap, the 
sail is spilled, the reef-tackle hauled out in 
a crack, the earings are passed, and the 
points tied! The whole of this is probably 
eft'ected in less time than it has taken the 
inexperienced or stupid officer of the pre­
vious watch to pull oft' his wet boots. as he 
growls into his cot below, to dream of pro­
motion that he merits not. It must be 
obse"ed, that no additional men have been 
employed by the new officer, and that all the 
circumstances are the same, with the mere 
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luperaddilion of a grain or two of intelli. 
gence. I have often obse"ed, on occasions 
luch as that described, when the voice al~ne . 
of an officer, whom the people knew to be 
competent, bas at once given them fresb 
energy, and enabled them, even without 
any further change, or any fresh orders. to 
execute with spirit services which ail their 
efforts had been unable to accomplish, when 
acting unde" a man in whom they had less 
confidence. 

'Ve thus learn at every tum that no..:. 
thing contributes so directly to combine 
our efforts as a consciousness of being well 
commanded. 'Vhen people are set to work 
under a man on whose skill or experience 
they have no reliance. even supposing them 
ever 80 well disposed to exert themseIves~ 
still, as they do not labour 'with a will, and 
all together,' the object fails, from the exer­
tions employed upon it being scattered and 
wasted. But when the bead which directs 
the measure has fully established its ascend­
encyover the minds ofthose who are to exe­
cute it, each man resigns bis own ideas on 
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. the subj~ct, and submi~ cheerfully to what 
past experience has told him is the better 

. judgment of his superior. The whole crew 
being now:brought to act under one undi­
vided impulse, their power, as a body, is so 
greatly multiplied, that the result is often 
quite incomprehensible to those who are not 
aware' of the true explanation, or who cannot 
be ml!-de to understand how essentially men's 
natures 'are sometimes changed by the opera­
tion of ca~ses apparently quite unconnected 
with th~mselves. 

Very shortly after our new captain joined 
the Leafider~ we got ready for sea, and started 
on the 13th of February, 1805, from Ber­
llluda, in company with one of the crack 
frigates of the station, a ship which had . 
. always proved hersel{ a better sailer, an~ 
had been more fortunate in taking prizes, 
than we had been. U:pon the. strength of 
this good luck, they. used to hold our old 
ship ·in the greatest contempt. We were, 
therefore, hardly ou't of sight of land before 
she parted c0!Dpany, probably on purpose, 
and frOiD thinking that where we were there 
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could be no good fortune. Away"we dashed, 
however, alone, and, jf I recollect rightly, 
due south from Bermuda •. Tbe winds were 
light, and we steered on for. upwards of a 
week, every day adding to the genial warmth 
of the weather, as we hourly raised the sun 
in the heavens~ and brought new stars within 
our ken, in the bright. evenings which form 
the delight of tbose: temperate regions, bor­
dering on the tropic' of Cancer. Even'there, 
occasional clouds, accompanied by a. thick 
haze, blot out the sky, and prevent a c~uis­
ing ship from seeing beyond half a mile in 
any direction. But well-directed vigilance 
masters even such untoward' circumstances 
as these-\Vhat does it not master! . In spite 
of the fog and rain, our new commander re­
laxed nothing of what may be called· the 
discipline of a cruising ship, however ihick 
the weather might be. At the mast-bead 
there was perched a look~ut-man, with a 
glass in his hand, ready to peer into any of 
those ~uriotis openings which, like fairies' 
avenues, cut across the wilderness of mist, 
for an instant, and straight are closed again. 
These transient·breaks, which are called by 
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the sailors C Fog dogs,' I know not why, are 
generally considered good symptoms of the 
weather clearing. It was about mid~ay of 
the 24th of February. that a momentary 
glimpse of the southern horizon was afforded 
us on the lee beam, down one of these sin­
gular vistas in the fog. 

ee Keep a bright look-out there in the 
clear," cried the captain to the man stand­
ing on the jacks. or little iron cross-trees on 
which the heel of the royal-mast rested, with 
his arm twisted round the spar, and his eye 
glued to the telescope. 

,. Ay! 8Y! sir/' replied the fellow; and 
instantly afterwards roared out, in a voice 
that was beard even in the lowest depths of 
the cockpit, cc I can. see two large vessels 
standing to the eastward !" 

llis words came so fast out of his mouth, 
.that, to a stranger's e.ar, what he said would 
hardly bavebeen intelligible; but to the 
quick, professional, experienced organs of 
the veteran: officer they were addressed to, 
they sounded like. the sweetest music, and 
full of meaning. 

" Up .with the helm. Mr. Falcon!" said 
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the captain to the officer of the watch; and, 
catching the bright eye Qf the delighted 
boatswain, he called out, If Hands make sail, 
Mr. Cedar! Set t.he stunsails low and aloft 
- shake all the reefs out l" . 

And then, while three bundred pair of well· 
directed ha·nds were busy in spreading sail 
after sail upon the old t.ub, as she was ironi.; 
cally, but fondly called, and the foam began 
to hiss and splash in broad streaks on each 
side of her, the captain again applied t~,the 
look-out-man aloft, and asked, .. Where are 
the two ships, now?" 

.. I can't see t.hem, sir; the fog has filled 
up t.he hole again through which I saw them 
only for one moment!' 

II Confound the fog I..;... What did they 
look ~ike1" 

.. Vel"y large, sir; they loomed in the haze 
like armed ships. I think I saw a tier of 
ports in eacb of them. They are not far 
off, sir-we shall be close aboard of them 
directly." . 

" Beat to quarters!" was the next order j 
for by this time, although only a few minutes 
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had elapsed,. the topsails .were at the mast­
head, and the steering-sails, smartly run up 
to the yard-arms, and well stretched out to 
tIle boom ends,. so as not. to lose a single 
puff of the breeze; were making. the good 
ship. tremble. and spank along, like. an old 
hunter .,:onscious of the game.. There was 
not much to do at the guns, as every thing 
necessary for action was kep~ at aU times in 
sucll a state of preparation, that the men 
merely took their places, .cast ,loose the 
tackle-falls and breachings, and were ready 
to have dashed, right alongside. of an enemy, 
without the delay of a minute. This con­
stant readiness for. action of every kind, 
'day and night, coupled with. that match­
l~ss dexterity in thtl manipulations which 
long and unceasing practice alone can give, 
is in no department of life more decidedly 
conspicuous than in the profession of which 
I am speaking. At .firstsight, indeed, the 
sources. of disorder and variety. at sea, ap­
pear so numerous-arising oilt ofthe state 
of.the weather, .the 'very nature of a ship, 
the. particular~escription o( service sheis 
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employed upon, the uncertain hours of the 
day or night when the crew may be called 
upon to act, the different characters of the 
officers, the rude training of the sailors, the 
divers~ty in climate arid country-all. so 
liable to be abruptly changed - that one 
would think it almost impossible to bring 
a body of men, so .desultory in their habits 
as seamen, to adapt themselves to these 
rapid fluctuations. Experience shews, how­
ever, that, under a certain well-understood , . 
course of training-pretty complicated. I 
grant - even these, inconstant elements may 
be turned to the best, account towards the 
establishment of a steady system of action, 
equally applicable to all times and to all 
circumstances. 

In, the course of half an hour the fog 
cleared .away entirely, and we discovered the 
chase to be two frigates. one totally, and the 
other partially, dismasted. On. our coming 
nearer, the largest of them displayed' on 
her jury' mainmast a huge French ensign, 
then the standar4 of Boonaparte, though 
once the well-known tri-coloured banner of 
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the Revolution, and the same which is now 
again hoisted as the national flag of the 
French. It consists of three equal portions 
of blue, white, and red, in vertical stripes, 
the. hlue being next the staff. It is the 
same as the Dutch flag, only different· in 
position; the Dutch stripes being horizontal, 
with ihe blue undermost. 

The smaller ship of the two shewed the 
unpleasant signal of capture, the French flag 
being hoisted over the ensign of England; 
and we soon recognised in her one of our own 
squadron, the Cleopatra, a 32-gun frigate. 
She had been taken, about a week before. 
after a tough action with the Ville de Milan, 
a 44-gun frigate of the largest class. What 
resistanc~ the Frenchman might have made 
to us, had he Dot previously got pretty well 
peppered by the gay little Cleopatra, I shall 
not presume to say; but; hammered as he 
had been, he did not appear to like our double 
row of teeth, and at ouce struck, on our firing 
a shot across h~s fore foot. 'Ve bad, there­
fore, only to secure our guns again, and be 
content with a good fat prize, without the 
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honour and glory of a scuffie; but with the 
great additional satisfaction of rescuing our 
eountrymen and ~heir ship from the jaws of 
Johnny Crapaud. 

I may say, howner, without affectation, 
that it was impossible, even in the midst of 
our joyous success, not to feel for the morti .. 
fication of our enemies. They had captured 
in fair fight. a goodly prize, and were spank­
ing away with her to France. when pop 
we came upon them, and not only robbed 
them of their prey, but lugged. thent off 
to prison, and there shut them up for eight 
or ten long years, like criminals! Yet 
the only crime of these brave men was 
that of being ill commanded; or, to speak 
less enigmatically, their misfortune was, to 

serve a hard-hearted master whose stem 
policy it had become, seriously to alter the 
aspect of modern warfare amongst civilised 
nations, by throwing every obstacle in tbe 
way of an excbange of prisoners. The effect 
was, to expose many of bis most deserving 
subjects-men of honour and high character, 
indiscriminately with tbose of lower preten-
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sions--"':"to some of the severest of those penal': 
. ties due only to crime; the shabby excuse­
totally unworthy of such a nian-being, that 
he subjected a certain number of his enemies 
to a·similar course· of suffering, while the 
inevitable effect was to deepen and embitter 
all the· horrors of war, not only in the ·case 
of his foes, but on the heads of those very 
persons, his countrymen, who were the most 
deserving of favour at his hands! 

This part of Napoleon's system has, natu­
rally enough, appeared, to professional meri; 
aJ;1d~ I believe, to most other people~ one 
of the least excusable of the long list of 
his questionable acts of policy, even when 
considered with reference to his own purely 
selfish views, or to his more enlarged riational 
purposes .. At all events, there can be little 
question that it added to the irritation, as 
well' as afHiction, of the families of his cap­
tured countrymen, and therefore, probably, 
diminished the zeal of all those who, in their 
turn~ might expect to be exposed to a like 
fate •.. Independentl{, however, of all these 
considerations, it certainly does appear not a 



little crue.l to punish,.in th wa.]:J.~~n~?f 
war, soldiers and sailors w h~;k'%'~~~ 
and manfully, in the open fac a [1f.do"he 
their duty, exposed their lives, a . 1-
their blood, in the service of their country. 
To very many persons on- both sides, during 
the last war, this .imprisonment was little 
short of torture; to many it was death; :and 
to some it was worse than death; for, while 
it broke down their health, ruined their for­
tunes, and shipwrecked their principles, it 
cast them forth at last, after ten -or a d~zen 
years of wretched captivity, destitute of cha­
racter,useless to their country, and burdens 
to themselves. 

Your Cherokee of the woods makes quicker 
work of it by far. He ties his prisoner of 
war to a tree, lights a fire-under him~ and 
dances to the sound of his cries. -But these 
are Boon over; whereas- the soldier or sailor 
captured by the polished nations of Europe; 
during the late contest, was seldom so speedily 
despatched., He was generally left to linger 

- out his captivity in all the bitterness of blast­
ed prospects, affections erossed, and hopes 
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deferred; in nursing schemes of impotent 
revenge, and in the indulgence of every 
uncharitable as well as unpatriotic feeling. 
Upon the whole, it is perhaps hardly possible 
to conceive"a Pandemonium on earth more 
completely destructive of happiness, or so 
well calculated to deteriorate the character, 
as the prisons in which the French and 
English shut up their captives for so many 
long years • 

. Since the hour, when I saw, for the first 
time, these honourable and gallant French­
men locked up like felons, and shewn through 
bars like wild beasts, I have often thought it 
might~ all things considered, have beenJonnd 
a wise policy in DS, after trying in vain every 
legitimate method of effecting an exchange 
of prisoners, to have sent all the men whom 
we captured back again to their country. I 
am qDite conscious that this idea may be 
thought by many persons absurd enough; 
nevertheless, the result, I am inclined to 
helieve, might, in the long rnn, have beeD 
favourable to the reputation of this country, 
and injurious to that of ' the man whose 
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schemes of policy so often rendered ~im ap" 
parently indifferent to the sufferings of his 
bravest subjects. A solemn engagement 
might fairly have been exacted from each 
prisoner thus sent back, not to serve again 
during the war. Those released would cer­
tainly have carrie<! over with them to France 
a kindly feeling towards this country, instead 
of bearing with them, as they did at the end 
of the war, a degree of rancour in no respect 
unreasonable. 

The obvious, and I confess formidable, ob­
jection to this project is, that if we had let 
all our prisoners off, they would have gone 
straightway back again to the fleet, or to 
the army, and so have been ready next week, 
in spite of all their promises, to act against 
us anew. Still, I really do Rot believe that 
it would eventually have mattered much if 
every individual French prisoner ha~ been 
set adrift unconditionally: for I suspect it 
is seldom that mere numbers determine the 
fate even of a single battle, still less fre­
quently of a whole campaign, and of a 
nation probably never. I cannot, therefore, 
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bring ~yself to suppose that the ultimate 
course of military or naval affairs of France 
and England would have been afall modified~ 
to our disadvantage, had we released every 
prisoner made during the war. 

This idea will, perhaps, ·not _appear so very 
Quixotic, if it be recolle~ted that the real 
sources of military success, and, indeed~ of 
all permanent national strength, lie far 
higher than those which supply mere phy­
sicalJorce. The experience of history in all 
ages, if rendered available by a tolerably intre­
pid generalization, will enable us to discover, 
that it is· not the vulgar force of ~umbers 
that constitutes solid power, but. the -moral 
and intellectual authority of virtue, and 
scientific skill steadily ~irected towards the 
accomplishment of right purposes; and that 
the eventual preponderance in the scale of 
national -influence is always on the side of 
good faith. 

Be all this, however, as it may, I must con­
fess, that there can be nothing more unlike 
misery than the first appearance of a captured 
ship's company of Frenchme~. What their 



VOYAGES AND TRAVELS'. 30$ 

state becomes afterwards~ when the excite­
ment of the moment is past, and the effort 
of bearing up well IIgainst calamity, from 
~eing no longer seen, is considered useless~ 
I need not describe; but it certainly is 
wonderful how these lively people. contrive, 
in the first instance, to remove from tl)eii 
thoughts and looks every thing unpleasant. 
The French midshipmen were actually play':: 
ing at cards in our birth on the very ev:ening 
they were taken; and, next day, there was 
a proposal made by them to get up a' 'l[Iet 
of private theatricals in the cock-pit! Mean.;. 
while, the sailors and soldiers, who, to the 
number of several hundreds, were· stowed 
away in the hold, were singing as merrily 
as if they bad been the captors, we the 
captives.. When I talk of these prisoners 
being stowed away in the hold, I should 
mention, that the upper tier ·of water-casks 
being broken up, or shaken, as it is called, 
and the staves placed as a flooring on the 
middle tier, a large, and not very uncomfort­
able apartment, was formed. A set of upright 
pianks were the1\' nailed round the square 
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of the hatchway, both on ihe orlop a~d the 
lower decks; so that all lateral escape was 
prevented, without any interruption to the 
access of air and light.' In this way a small 
guard of marines easily kept the whole in 
due order and security. 

There were, I think, only two or three. 
midshipmen at that time belonging to the 
Leander ~ho spoke French at all. One of . 
these, who understood the language well, 
had no sinecure of his office of interpre~er. 
Another; who knew it less perfectly, was led 
into many blundel'sin consequence. 1\Iyown 
acquaintance with French w~s just enough 
to shew me how 'Very important such know­
ledge may often prove to an officer. This 
opportunity, indeed, and many succeeding 
ones, have confirmed me in the opinion, 
that one of the most valuable pursuits to 
which a. youngster intended for the sea can 
give his attention is the study of modern 
languages. It happened that, in the lar­
board mess, I was the only one who knew a 
si~gle word of what the prisoners were say': 
ing. while it was with great dimculty I could 
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JDake them underst.and me at all. Imper­
f~ct, however, as this knowledgQ was, it. wa§l 
at all callI!; and. as I was, of ~ourse, very 
desirous to maintain the importa~t character 
ofllQ. in~erpreter, J laboqred through my task, 
and learnt mor~ French in the few weeks we 
were togetQer than l have ever been aple to 
acquire by any degree of attentioQ. in ail! 
many.months elsewhere. 

On the 7t4. of ~farch, w~ reached Ber­
Pluda, with t1.le recaptured Cleopatra, (lnd 
th" Ville d~ l\lil\1n. which ship the sailors 
Ilbristened the 'Wheel 'e~ along,' a name 
ihe never lost. even wheQ admitted. il).tQ Ou1' 

lIervice, till the Admiralty -,-... in despair, I 
IiUPPOSe, of mending lack'li ' «;lachology' ~ 
cut off the' wheel,' and positively' ordered 
her to be called Hi~ Majesty's ship Milan, 
.her present appellation. 

It is difficl,llt to des«:rihe tbe sensation 
which such Jin arrival as ours produced jn 
.a small place like Bermuda. ~ven at Ports:­
mouth or Plymouth, It> .consider~bIEl gegree 
.of interestwolJld. have attende4 the. arrival 
of two .. ueh ships. They were both, \l.S I 
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havementiOlied before, under jury-masts, 
their sides all ploughed up with shot, and 
~heir prize colours so riddled with holes that 
they scarcely held together, but fluttered in 
the breeze like rags hung up to dry. The~ 
came the painful lilDding of the wounded, 
the marshalling of the prisoners, and the 
saucy importance of the victors-subjects 
fertile in talk for any part of the world.But, 
in the quiet and beautiful retirement of Ber­
muda, these warlike incidents, so foreign, 
one might fancy, to the character of such 
peaceful scenery, furnished even more than 
a nine days' wonder, and raised the jolly 
Leander to a station in public opinion which 
we, her younger sons, were not slow to 
improve. 

There was, of course, no further quizzing 
against us in the fleet; and the middies, 
profiting by their luck, lost no opportunity 
of cutting as many capers as they possibly 
could over those of less fortunate ships. 
The circumstance of our bearing the Ad­
miral's flag, w~enever we were in port, gave 
us ali'eady sundry privileges-such as a right 
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to occupy the best birth in the anchorage­
the priority at the watering place for our 
boats - and the privilege of initiating .all 
evolutions in the squadron. On all these, 
and, indeed, ~n every othe.r occaSion, we 
arterwards presumed so prodigiously on the 
strength of the goodly crop of easy-won 
laurels reaped during our late cruise, that 
the scrapes we got into were not few. 

Amongst the inhabitants on shore, we were 
feasted in the very best fashion theis13tid. 
could afford: - ham and eggs, the. grand 
standing dish of the island-were sported· 
at no allowance; while rum punch, Havan~ 
nah cigars. and a hearty welcome, met us at 
every door. It is not :wonderful. therefore, 
that we thought ourselves the finest fellows 
imaginable; or that Bermuda, hitherto some~ 
what despised, should now appear to us quite 
a Paradise of good cheer and hospitality. 
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CHAPTER II. 

THE VALUE. OF EARLY SUCCESS IN LIFE. 

THE year 1805. which commenced so auspi­
ciously with the capture of the Ville de 
Milan, was one of the busiest we passed 
on the coast of America. We had no such 
grand luck again. indeed, as that of the two 
frigates; ~ut we took several prizes. and 
~ere throughout the year so actively engaged. 
that we had no time for any thing like dis­
content. I have always thought that be­
ginning the campaign so favourably had a 
material influence on our fortunes afterwards. 
It certainly inspired us all with a great de­
gree of confidence in our own good fortune. 
as well as reliance on the skill of the captain 
who directed us. Everyone, accordingly. 
during this period. seemed to do his duty 
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with more than usual spirit, from a sort of 
consciousness tbat he had only to seek for 
tbe things he wished to have, and straight­
way they would fall within his grasp. 

The inftuence of early success in modify­
ing our future fortunes seems to indicate one 
of the most .triking characteristics of our 
nature. It almost invariably begets that in­
valuable quality, cheerfulness, and a disposi .. 
tion to be pleased with the persons amongst 
whom we are tbrown, which experience ~~ews 
are the surest passports to the favour of tbe 
world. It ia quite true, as the amiable bis­
torian Hume says, in speaking of himself, 
tbat " a disposition to see the favourable, 
rather than tbe unfavourableo, side of things, 
is a. tum of mind, which it is more happy to 
possess, tban to be born to an estate of ten 
thousand a-year; " but unless we fall in with 
a certain amount of good fortune soon enough 
in the journey, it is extremely difficult to 
maintain, amidst' our crosses and losses,' 
the proper degree of good humour necessary 
first to gain, and then to preserve, the slip­
pery favour of those with whom we have to 



42 FRAGMENTS OF 

'deal. A man whose disposition is prema­
turely soured, by the want of early snccess, 
generally busies himself in finding out rather 
the faulty views which thingS will bear, than 
the favourable ones; and, in ord~r to justify 
his failure, industriously raises up fresh dif':' 
ficulties, instead of trying manfully to sur­
mount those which really exist: He is never 
quite pleased with any ,thing or any person, 
and thus, almost inevitably, contributes to 

perpetuate his own want of success. Such a 
man's society is generally shunned, not from 
any thing actually vicious in his nature, but 
merely because he has acquired the di&­
agreeable habit of disparaging every thing 
he sees. As it seldom occurs to him that he 
himself is in fault all the while, he goes on 
abusing the world and all which it inherit, 
and exactly in proportion as he growls him­
self out of company, he increases in the vehe­
mence of his censure or people and things 
which. had his thoughts and feelings been 
differently pitched at first, might very pro­
bably hav~ proved the sources of his for­
lune. 



VOYAGES AND TRAVELS. 43 

00 the other hand, if a young Jnan happen 
to make some fortunate hits, as. they are 
called, early enough in his career to be put 
loto good humour with the wol'ld througb 
which he has to struggle, the journey of his 
life may turn out far easier, chiefly because 
he finds • troops of friends' always ready to 
assist him. The great mass of wayfarers in 
this arduous course .generally speaking, are 
like any thing rather than the Good Sama­
ritan,for they will seldom help those,)Vho 
either caunot, or will not, help themselves. 
We have at all events the authority of the 
parable fOl' supposing that the chances are 
at least· two to one against us, even hi the 
extreme case, when we are'left • half dead;' 
and it.seems riot too much to say, that the 
odds become ten times more unfavourable to 
U8 when we are capable enough of assisting 
ourselves, but· tather choose to sit bawling 
to Mercury to help us . oui of the mire, in­
stead of placing our own shoulderS to the 
wheel. 

I have been tempted to repeat. my opi­
nions more strongly on this subject, so very 
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impol'tant to young men who are working 
their way up in difficult professions, from 
recollecting how material an influence the fol. 
lowing apparently tdvial circumst~nces had 
upon the whole CO\lrse of Jlly own fortune!!. 

l began about the busy pedod ilDruedi. 
ately after therecoDnnencement of hostiH. 
ties, to feel the good effects of a. choicE!, it 
lI)~y. btl recollected,' I hall bEleQ allowed t() 
make upwardlil of three years before,just after 
We sailed from England, when our w.orthy 
Ilaptain lef~ it to tl1e option of the youngster~ 
whether they would keep watcl1 or not. I 
had decidtld Upon performing this duty, 
chietiy, per~aps. from pique at. the idea. of 
being held So cheap, or from a wish to get 
rid of the degrading sort of insignificance 
which attached to us, as mere ciphers on the 
ship's books. Whether tl1is feeling intlu,. 
~nced IDe, or a high~r set of motivel'l, doe!! 
not grelltly signify; thelDaterial point is, 
that I fQUJld Qut, by this means, the a<lvan,. 
tages of 'the actual practice ·of profe!lsional 
business muoh earlier than I should Qt4er­
wise havtl done, and, as a matter of cQur&e, 
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was more ready to avail myself of the op­
portunities of useful employment which the 
progress of the war began to develope about 
this time. 

In every captured ship, sent by us to 
Halifa~ or to Bermuda, there was despatched 
a midshipman as prize-master, with"one of 
the youngsters to assist him, and a proper 
number of seamen, as a prize crew, in place 
of the prisoners taken out. It was no small 
honour to be intrusted with the chief ,au­
thority on these occasions; and, in a lesser 
degree, it was always considered creditable, 
as well as useful, to be sent as second in 
co~mand, under the prize-master. By use­
ful, I mean in a professional poini of view; 
for, although the technical responsibility 
rested with the senior officer in charge, 
the actual labour, and much of the anxiety 
of this interesting kind of duty, were fully 
shared by the junior officer. Perhaps there 
could not be a better school for a young 
officer; and I considered myself in the high­
est degree fortunate that I was constantly 
employed on this service during almost every 



46 FRAGMENTS OF 

cruise we made. At first starting I was only 
second in charge, ~ut eventually became so 
completely one of the regular prize-masters 
of the ship, that for -several yeara lneve~ 
once returned to port in my own ~hip, being 
always absent in one 'or other of her cap­
tures. The nature of the occupation which 
these .events engaged us in, was a~ different 
from our ordinary duty, as any two things 
can be conceived. As long as a midship­
man remains on board his own ship, he is 
merely reckoned as· one of a multitude of 
very small wheels in the great machine, and, 
consequently, must' generally be left almost 
entirf!ly without that independent respc:msi­
bility which is so necessary, first to awaken 
~is facu'lties, and then. to sustain them in 
useful action when roused up. A midship­
~an,· as I have before described, always 
~cts under the immediate orders of supe­
riors o~ deck, or is liable to be kicked and 
cuffe~ about at the pleasure of" taller bullies' 
of his own class below; or it may be his 
fortune to be well scolded or otherwise 
punished at the caprice of an incon~iderate 
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commander, wh~ sometimes scarcely seems 
to imagine that a youngster is composed of 
the same flesh and blood as himself. 

" Well, Mr. Whipper Snapper, what makes 
you look so preciously "glum 1" said" the 
captain to a poor middy whom he had been 
abusing like a pickpocket. 

" Since you ask me, sir, I m1l:st say that 
the way you speak to me hurts my feelings." 

" Feelings!": roared" the captain ina con­
vulsion oflaughter. ' ~. Feelings !:---A mids~ip~ 
man with feelings!! . Well, this is good; the 
service is come to a pretty pa~s, when mid­
shipmen are encumbered with feelings! Be 
off, sir, and see if you can't get rid of a: cart­
load of them. Come, sir, no reply, or you 
march up to' the mast-head for ten hours, 
feelings and all! " 

" But a widely different story is told to the 
same lad, by the same commander, when a 
prize is taken - arid when an officer with a 
crew are ordered to take charge of her, the 
aforesaid middy with the feelings is picked 
out as the prize-master. The captain, pro­
bably, at the very mo_ment he was abusi~g, 
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or rather quizzing, the boy, did justice to 
those very qualities which the young fel­
low supposed were held at nought. At all 
events, he :nowfinds himself treated like a 
man of serise and knowledge. The captain 
summons him to the cabin, reads him bis 
orders, instructs him in tbe nature of the im­
portant duty he has to execute, shakes hands 
with him, and wishing him a good ·passage, 
sends him off in the boat, which carries him 
and his people to the captured vessel. The 
man-~f-war S0011 makes sail, and the young .... 
ster who, the day before, was scoffed at and 
treated as nobody, now finds himself ill the 
middle of the Atlantic, a thousand miles from 
his port, charged with a high responsibility, 
and to all practical intents and purposes the 
captain of a ship! 

I should suppose there is almost as bound­
less a variety in the cllase of vessels at sea, 
as there can possibly be in that offoxes or 
deer. I shall shortiy, perhaps, have occasion 
to describe some of these animating adven­
tures, from which it will be observed, that 
we cruisers are amongst the busiest sports-
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men in the field. For the present~ we shan 
skip over the intermediate detailll, and sup"­
pOle the chase come up with, and her colours 
struck. The first thing to be done. jll to 
take possession. For this purpose, a boat 
with an officer is sent on board, who receives 
from the commander of the prize his register 
and other papers, all of which are sent, along 
with himself, on board the man-of-war, in 
order to be examined by the captain. These 
documents, after being examined. are sea~~d 
up, and' given to the prize-master, for the 
inspection of the Admiralty Court on the 
vessel'. arrival in harbour. 

Every capture. it must be mentioned, re­
quires, now-a-days, at least, to be regularly 
condemned by a Court of Admiralty before 
she can be sold, or the proceeds distributed to 
the captors. At some stages of the late war, 
and under particular circumstances, I believe 
many enemy's vessels were taken, condemned, 

. and their cargoes shareUut, all in the same 
breath. If there happened to be money on 
board, it was straightway parcelled out on 
the capstan-head. and each officer and man·· 
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got hill wpack, as tbeycalled it, without the 
tedious intervention of unintelligible . legal 
formS; interminable proctor's bills, and . the 
d()ubly~ursed agent's percentage, But those 
glorious.;days.' have all gone by! I cannot, 
indeed, speak of such Scenes from personal 
knowledge; but I know, from officers who have 
participated in the plunder, that they never 
failed torecaU the brilliant days of those 
delightful fellows the Bucaniers, when dol­
lars, doublons, huge crucifixes of gold, massy 
silver candlesticks, and other sacrilegious pil­
lage of the cathedral towns on the Spanish 
main, rewarded their unquestioned industry 
and courage. 

But it is very strange---passing strange­
.how a few hocus-pocus forms and ceremonies 
can soften off such things~ and reconcile men's 
consciences to the pocketing of other people's 
money: All the world are now agreed: that 
it is a shocking scandal to land 'in the night 
()n a peaceful shore, '.lnd,· before morning 
breaks, to sack half a dozen villages; cut the 
throats of the unresisting inhabitants, and 
·to rob every church and chapel within the 
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range of cannon-shot. This ,is pure. bueac 
niering. and was performed by lawless fel.l 
lows, ~ho eared for uothingin heaven above. 
or iD the earth beneath,and woo were per .. 
fectly satisfied· to go in chas~ of goldwitb: a 
rope round their. necks, utterly careless of 
glory, so they could manage" by fair mea.! 
lurea or foul, to fill their treasure-chest. 

I. should be sorry to write an essay against 
prize-money; but 1 must say, that the man 
over whose mind there does not come. ,a 
qualm. at the moment of making it, even in 
the most legitimate style of these refined days, 
is ,more or less eligible for the interesting ser­
vice above described. I say nothing against 
thatwell-earned prize-money which ,is won 
by good honest· fisty-cuffs. If two· armed 
~ational ships. meet in deadly fight-well 
e.nd gO'?d -- it· is their express business--' 
they ~unt ,each other ~utf and are content 
to stand, or fal~ by the consequences. The 
capt9r~ in such cases, may very fairly dis­
pose. o~ his antagonist for: whatever he. will 
fetch, .a~d distribute the proceeds with the 
~l>st perfe,ct ease of conscience. 
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But.the affair. I have always felt, is very 
different. when, we come to the seizure of 
private property. It is quite true we hold 
regular commissions from our government. 
war is formally declared. and the parties in­
terested volu~teer to incur the risk of cap­
ture, and trust their precious cargoes on those 
seas which they know are netted over with 
the tracks of their enemy's cruisers. Still it 
is private property; 'and though it be very 
easy to shew how it has grown into a custom, 
and why it is just to seize and confiscate such 
vessels; and. even if it were not so, that 
it is absolutely necessary. according to the 
rules of modern warfare, that the property 
of belligerents thus exposed on the high seas 
should be liable to capture; yet. when we 
come to the actual moment of capture. it 
does sometimes require all these supports. in 
the way of legal reasoning and political ex­
pediency. to subdue the remorse which other­
wise we should feel at such proceedings. 

During the chase. indeed, while our masts 
are bending over the sides, and we. can 
scarc~ly walk the decks under the press of 
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canvass, while we are banging off the bow. 
chaser guns at the flying enemy, at whose 
gaff end we can see the golden flag of Spain­
yellow, red, yellow, with a flaming crown in 
tbe centre I-fluttering before us, and telling 
a tale of bullion in huge bars, or of cochineal 
in bales, our whole thoughts and feelings are 
absorbed in the pursuit~ and in the erection 
of castles in the air out of the proceeds of the 
treasure, close a·head. and all but grasped. 
By and by, the well aimed six·pounder, &r~d 
from the forecastle, cuts away the peak. 
Ilaulyards of the chase, and down comes his 
mainsail. In the next miD ute we are along. 
side of our prey. who lies gasping at our 
mercy in the trough of the sea. .Mercy we 
)lave none to afford him, or. at least, no 
sympathy. for, in the first instance, all is 
rejoicing, laughing, shaking of hands, and 
mutual congratulations at this choice good 
fortune. The prize is hailed : ....... 

.. Where are you from 1" 
~' La Vera Cruz." 
Thil answer produces a loud expression of 

pleasure along the decks, hut is instantly 



hushed to h~ the reply to die next ques­
tion . 

.. What is yoUr cargo?'" 
" Plata. senor." 
Which is eehOedby a hundroo voices; and 

it is 'not sayiDg'too 'much; 'to suppose that 
the pleasure of that moment far exceeds any 
that attends the subsequent distribution. or 
even spending, of the money. . 

The boat' is· soon lowered doWn. and the 
Spanish eaptaiIi. With his papers, brought 
Oil bOard; npon which we learn that the ship 
and cargo are chiefly ~e property of an old 
Spanish merchant. who. with his wife and fa- ' 
'mily, are in the vessel, on their return to CwlU. 
after tWenty Jong years of honest· industry 
in the colonies. The next boat brings the 
white-headed old gentleman ani! the ladies 
ou' board, calm and dignifi~d' hnder. their 
calamity, according to the Doble' spirit of 
their country. although totally and irretrie"­
ably ruined.' Then come eight or ten other 
persons, some gentlemen. some in lower sta­
tions. 'each of whom has. probably ~ inveSted 
his whole fortune in'the prize---all now gone j 
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while they themselves ~re pestined,:tQ be 
carried far from home, and subjected, notto 
poverty alone, but to imprisonment 'for a 
long course of years. 

This picture is not over-coloured I, on,lthe 
.contrary. it is rather softened, ,by~he sup .. 
pression of many disagreeable details which 
would shock needlessly to relate, but whica 
live, I am sorry to say. too :vividly upon the 
JDemory ever to be erased. It might savour 
of a~ectation to declare, that I bave sel~9m 
paid away a dollar of prize-money got in this 
\vay, without its sumDloning~p the image 
of some of tbeEe wretche~ groups 'Of . cap­
tives: whose grief forms su.ch a deep contrast 
.t~thejoYQus expression of the light-hearted 
winners. \ 

, We mpstJet these things pasa, however. 
,The priz~is taken, the prisoner~ are removed, 

, .and a crew of Englishinensent on ,board • 
. Thq happy, b~t anxious, young. prize-master 
!las his orders t~ proceed, and, in the eourse 
«,>f an hour, or, it~ay,!>ften be much.1ess, he 
,ii,nds, bimself alone~ and" with a agttering 
heart, in the middle p( the wide, ocean; with 
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a rich and important vessel in his charge, 
and a long voyage to make. If this is the 
6rst time his shoulders have been pressed by 
such a load of responsibility, he will not feel 
very much at ease.. All the difficulties and 
.dangerS of the task press upon his thoughts, 
while his own capacity to meet and overcome 
them shrinks, for the moment, into insig­
nificance. Heretofore, the charge of a prize 
has been the object of his highest ambition; 
but he now discovers, that when he gave 
lectures in the cock-pit upon his own great 
skill, and boasted of his knowledge of the 
art of conducting a ship safely to port, he 

,must have been viewing the ~atter ina' very 
different light from that which the' reality 
presents. 

Ue fin~s, also. that he had left out many 
,items inbis calculation of the difficulties. 
JIe bas a c~w to keep "in order-a small 
(lne. inde!Jd, but often not the more easy to 
manag~ on that account ..... exactly as many 
captains. who contrive to piaintaiv. full-man­
ned ships in excellent kelter, are said to prove 
but poor disciplinarians at their oWQ fire .. 
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aides. He has the ship to navigate; and 
although amongst his, fellow-mids, in the 
school-room. he may have been considered ' 
the best theoretical computer of a lunar on 
board. he will now feel no small awkwardness 
in taking even the aimpiest observation,\Vhen 
he reflects that upon its accuracy may de­
pend the safety of all the lives, and property 
intrusted to his charge. 

In shaping his course~ in like manner." he 
has many things to take into accounf,-he 
JIlust recollect what are the prevalent. winds 
of the season, how the currents generally set, 
what is the amount, of the variation of the 
compaSli. AU tbese t~ings, and many more, 
which he bas been accustomed to treat lightly, 
he soon finds pressing heavily upon his atten .. 
bon, as matters ,of the highest importance. 
Anyone of them, at a time. he fancies he 
could easily roanltge. but when the whole 
catalogue of difficulties is brought to' bear 
upon one point. and at one moment, he learns 
practically, for th~ first time. and in aU its 
alarming force. what it is to be implicitly 
tfIJsted. FrOID the instant thia knowledge is 



impress~upbn his: mind; our young'officer 
mayrobe:said.to become·a. totally. Dew mario 
;h,isJtfue;,his.,bodjIY-lstat~re'isnot altered; 
thutJliaAnin~; has ,shot up: as if, by magic, 
andd~ls~ rchangedithat !ery' often: he can 
hardly recognise it himself.,' Fl'Om. that 
hoot iforward-. he becomes: possessed of more 
generous (aspirations' and higher h,opes..,;.-aU 
quite strange to ,him; and. as he feels him:­
telf invested with Qew capacities, as well as 
a: fresher and more useful set of feelings, a 
iong vista of bright scenes opens to his view. 
wbich.hisdelighted fancy whispers he may 
one day.enter.and enj<l1. What gives' this 
prospect its chief val~e. indeed, in his eyes, 
is. the very' different aspect which the-future 
wears from that in which he has been aceU8-
to~ed· to view it. during. those obsc.ure. and 
l1usatisfactory day-dreams with which he has 
heretofore been wont to totment himself.· He 
now begins to feel confident that his ultimate 
success depends less upon the assistance pf 
others than. upon his own .industry, and that 
as) he .has proved himself capable. of gain­
ing the first step, he may, by due exertion. 
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~lop .. ,to,win all the rest.-' ,H.,ving;;thu,gIJa 
definite, set of objects to pursue.andJa'{dia­
tinct 'method of pursuipg cthem; chalked; olit 
for him, his abilities will :no:lOngeu.be.waateil 
on shadows. but grapple ~resoluteI1'withlthe 
substance itself., 'j,,' '[;'C( 

It is not pretended~ of courS~ thata,lhhil; 
actually passea through the mind of every 
person placed, early in life, in"sitnations'Qf 
hightrustf but I feel preUy' certain, that 
if a. young man really have any talents 
within him. which are backed by a hearty 
inclination towards his profession; and, that 
hia character is held together by a genuine 
love of· independence, he is ,in ·.the fairest 
way 'to" luccess. If all these',feelings:be 
accompanied by a proper acquaintance with 
his duty, the most certain way,' not only ,of 
calling out. his powers, but of giving stability 
to' his energies;, and practical efficacy to all . 
his virtuous. resolutions, . is to load .him.' BB 

\Joan as possible, and as heavily ~. possible, 
with responsible d.uties which are difficult in 
their, execution, and creditable when well 
performed..; If, also, he be right principled 



60 

-that is to say. if he have a correct app~ 
hension of how much he ought and can per­
form single-handed, and how far he will be 
wise in distrusting himself. such a man will 
either succeed in life. or secure the next best 
thing-the consciousness o( haring merited 
success. 

We have heen supposing here that the sub­
ject of our professional experiment is a young 
man of abilities, knowledge. and zeal, and 
one whose character stands OD good founda­
tions in other respect&. But the expanding 
and improving effect o( early responsibility 
is perhaps nearly as conspicuous upon per­
sons less happily moulded. At least, I have 
seen many an indolent, and sometimes even 
an ill-disposed person. rescued (rom a life o( 
absolute uselessness or positive folly, by the 
reriring operation of this inYigorating sti­
mulus. Weak minds and weak bodies are 
apt to give way under the pressure of too 

heavy obligations; but of such persons it may 
probably be said. that they would not ha'le 
succeeded by any other course o( training, 
or in any other profession; they mnst,. the~ 
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fore, be classed amongst the crowded ranks 
of idlers who will not move hand or foot for 
themselves, but rather choose their friends 
to work for them, and fancy themselves 
abominably ill-used every time they are called 
upon to contribute, in the way of a sacrifice 
of their own sleeping-time, to the promotion 
of their own interests. 
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CHAPTER III. 

HE-AVING ',fHE .LOG. 

FOR my pal't I did not sleep one minute at 
a time dming the first night I was prize­
master. Every sea that struck the bows,· 
and shook the Spanish brig I had charge 
of, made me jump up, fancying some acci·, 
dent. Or if I dropped into a half-sillmber, 
straightway, methought, the furi:ous Dons 
with their daggers were at my throat, -and 
the beautiful prize wrenched from me! The 
next dream was, that we had sprung a 
leak; Ilnd the pumps being choked, all the 
cargo was melted away, and we had ·to 
return in a crazy boat, to tell. alamo.- tille­
of services unperformed. On-· the -second' 
night, baving overwrought myself, with this, 
sort of anxiety, I lay half awake, in a sqrt 
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of fever; and fancied every thing was going 
wrong. I had left the deck at midnight. with 
the wind so dead against us. that it seemed 
as if our passage would J;lever be made. I 
$oon, however. fell so fast asleep. as to 
hear Done of the stir' which took place on 
deck early in the middle watch. Towards 
four o'clock I awoke. when all again was still. 
I had not taken off my clothes, and even thE! 
spy-glass, with which I had been looking ati 
the stars, was still in my hand. Of cOUJ~, 
I imagined tIle wind, as before, was blowing 
against us, and, starting up, I went oncE! 
more on deck, to growl at the hard-hearted 
breeze that kept us back. 

The moon, which had been high in the 
heavens when I quitted the deck, was' no~ 
dropping into the western horizon, in the 
direction ()f the gulf of Mexico,' between 
which and the prize there stretched a slendet 
line, or chain, of bright silvery reBections, 
silch as we rarely obse"e, except when the' 
sea is very smooth. 'fhesurface, indeed, 
was scarcely broken by the smallest possiblt! 
ripple; for we were then leaving the trade-
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winds, and although a light air had sprung 
up from the southward, and promised to 
freshen, it, as yet, scarcely breathed along 
the face of the waters; still, it was distinctly 
felt aloft. If there had been the slightest 
swell, even the highest sails must have flapped 
against the masts. But the canvass, made 
of cotton, and .as white as snow, being ren­
dered quite damp by the heavy dew of the 
tropics, the royals and smaller studding-sails 
were bulged out under the influence of the 
light wind, and stood nearly as motionless 
as if the prize had been one of those heauti­
ful toys made of glass, and the whole scene, 
ocean, sky, and ship, a mere illusion. . 

On looking over the gangway, therefore, 
I was surprised to see that we were stealing 
along at the rate of between four and five 
knots an hour, for the sea was so smooth, 
that not the smallest tremor had indicated 
how fast we were going through the water. 
The ear, indeed, when attentively pitched, 
could catch the faint sound of those tiny 
little waves, which. the poets, I believe, call 
billows, breaking on the sharp bows of the 
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prize, as her cu~water glided between them; 
" or, rather, across them, for we were "going 
"right before it.' The night, Which had suc­
ceeded to a sultry day, was still so hot. that 
the officer of the watch, my assistant-mid, 
was pacing the deck without his hat, arid 
his linen jacket thrown open, to catch the 
cool air. which he was whistling zealously 
to augment. He reported, that the breeze 
which' had been directly against 'us when I 
left the deck, had died away, and in its place 
the light air now blowing from the south'had 
sprung up. but so gradually, that he thought 
there was every appearance of its lasting. 

No one, perhaps. can conceive the delight 
of such a scene as this. but persons who have' 
been in some way dependent upon the "winds 
and waves for their success, and have experi­
enced the happiness of a change from a foul 
wind to a fair wind. Every stitch of sail that 
could beset was of course now crowded.on 
the vessel, and every yard was trimmed with 
the utmost care, after which I again- laid 
down, in spite "of the picturesque beauty of 
the night, and in less than" two minutes 
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was fast asleep, dreaming of sailing past old 
Cape Sambro, and of anchoring my charge, 
in full security» at Halifax. Then 1. pic­
tured in .my fancy the great honour and 
glory of marching up to the Admiral's house. 
to r~port the arri,~l of a prize-always a 
welcome commnnication, Nor am I clear 
which was really the happier period of the 
two-the actual arrival in port. or tb,ese visions 
of importance. attached to the anticipated 
success of this. first independent voyage. 
Bat of one thing I am quite certain, that 
all this stirring-up of the thoughts. and 
highly strained, yet not overstrained exercise 
ofthe faculties-this constant play of hopes 
and fears, anxieties during a foul wind, and 
ecstasies when it is fair. must be in the 
highest degree profitable to a young qfficer. 
My experience, at least, enables me to say. 
that such duties give a very j ost foretaste of 
the future cares. as well as future enjoyments, 
of, the profession. I speak of those subse­
quent periods when, instead ,of a mere pass­
ingservice~ such as the humble' charge of a 
petty prize, he is. called upon to act under 
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responsibilities which are Dot only infinitely 
more weighty. but mote pei1nanent in their 
pressure. and which are varied in their kind 
and in their degree, much beyond tbe reach 
of experience to anticipate, or af preTious 
instruction to render simple. 

It may be useful. indeed, to remember. 
that while but a small portion ofthe higher 
employments of any profession, or, perhaps, 
of any branch of knowledge .. can ''!Je taught 
by fixed rules, a great deal may always be 
done in the way of instruction, by affording 
the pupil opportunities of sehooling his j udg­
ment, and his other faculties early in life. by 
this 8.ort of practice in the way of real busi­
ness. It will n04 perhaps, very mucb sig­
nify if the first trials shall bear but little 
resemblance to the future and more import­
ant work, which the boy may be called upon 
to execute, when he shall grow up to man .. 
hood. For the grand point to aim at is the 
full and varied exercise of bis talents under 
situations of undivided responsibility, and. 
in which, above all, tbere sball be a neces­
sity for prompt action; and where, although 
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a false step may not be utterly ruinous. it is 
sure to be considefed more or less deroga­
tory. to his character. 

Nothing of ~yinoment occurred during 
this voyage. for the wind contintfed fair. and 
we reached Halifax in safety. Bot upon 
another similar occasion. I was within an ace 
of being shipwrecked. entirely through my 
own carelessness. The vessel then under my 
care was ali American sloop. detained off New 
Yorkdoring one of our blockades, already 
described. I had no regular assistant upon 
that occasion, but merely a quarter-master 
and three or four hands to navigate my little 
charge. During the first day, the ~der 
took UB in tow, and pulled us along to­

wards Halifax at treble the rate the old bit 
of a sloop had eyer gone in her best days; 
to say nothing of what she could now ac­
complish. when almostwom out, half water­
logged. and the parent of a copious family 
of weeds, streaming from her bends, like tbe 
beard and tail of a river god in those old pic­
tures, thrust in as filling up pieces in the 
corners of a map. 
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A strange sail having been reported in 
sight from the mast.:]}ead of the Leander, I 
was ordered to cast off the· tow-rope. In one 
moment, from being dragged through the 
water at t.he rate of eight or nine miles an 
hour, the poor sloop's speed was reduced to 
a couple of knots, and the man-of-war shot 
out of our sight in a very short time. I 
now found myself jogging slowly along to· 
wards my port, all alone, with the comfort­
able prospect of making the passage i~; ten 
days or a fortnight, instead of being drawn 
merrily into port in about forty-eight hours. 
,I know not when I have felt more desolate 
than I did· upon this occasion, when sud­
denly deprived of the powerful assistlince 
,which it cost .the great ship hardly any thing 
to lend, while it was nearly all in all to us. 
Whilst we 'were in tow, I remember observing, 
that, although in the' ,sloop we had not, a 
breath of wind in our sails, -the, highest of 
which did not, reach thirty feet above the 
water, the lofty sails ohhe flag~ship, ,raised 
four or five times higher,were filled with a 
fine fresh breeze, which carried her through 
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t.he water. as well lUI the little vessel in her 
trllin, at the rate of several knots an hour. 

It may int~est some persons to explain, 
that, in· ruwti.eal language, the words Mile 
end Knot ere used synonymously. This 
measure of lengtl1,howeveJ', is not the eta-: 
tute mile of England, but is identical with 
what ilil called sometimes the • geographical: 
tuld sometimes the ' nautical mile! It is 
-considerably longer than that fixed by sta­
tute, and whioh is in use. on shore, i.n ihis 
-country, and in all parts of North America. 
In one degree of latitude there are sixty geo­
graphical, or nautical miles, or knots; while 
there ,aresiJ(ty.nine statute miles and about 
a thirteenth part ·(strictly, one hundred and 
forty faroe;) contained in the same distance. 
Thus, an easy lul8 suggests itself for con­
.vertingone measure into the other, which, 
though not rigorously accurate. is sufficiently 
near for all common purposes. If we have a 
distance expres,ed in knotl, or geographical 
miles, which we ..... ish to speak of in terms 
of a statute mile. the rough 1'1118 is, to add 
one:sixth to the number. If, for instance, 
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we have 6 knots, which we \\'ish to convert 
into statute miles, we add one-sixth part, 
which gives us 7. And consequently, by 
inverting this process, the rule for converting 
the number of statute miles intO an expres­
sion signifying knots (or geographical miles), 
is to take away one-seventh part from that 
Dumber. Thus, 7 statate miles, diminished 
by one-seventb, become 6 knots. 

The term knot for mile, in sea language. 
is derived from the method used on ~9ard 
ship to ascertain tbe rate at which a vessel 
is passing througb tbe water. A line. about 
seventy or eigbty fathoms in lengtb. ratber 
thicker than whip-cord, is kept on a reel 
about a foot and a' half in width. and five 
or six inches in diameter. To the end of 
this line is fixed' a Hat piece of wood, some-: 
what larger than a man's hand. in the form 
of a quadrant or one quarter of a circle. To 
this piece of wood, which is. called the log., 
ship, a slip oClead is attached on the cune~ 
side, of sufficient weight to make it sink 
perpendicularly in the water till the centre, 
or angular point, is just visible above the 
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surface. The line at the end is divided into 
two branches or legs, one of which is pe .... 
manently fixed to one of the' comers of this 
log-ship, while the other is kept in its place 
in the opposite comer by a peg, thrust into 
a hole when the log is to be used. This 
peg is so contrived that, by jerking the line, 
it can be withdrawn when the operation is 
over. 

These arrangements will easily be under­
stood, by recollecting the disposition of the 
strings by which a boy's kite is attached 
to the cord. The log-ship, in fact, is merely 
a miniature water-kite. As long as ail the 
legs or branches at the end of the line are 
fixed."to it, the plane is kept flat against the 
water; but if one of the strings gives way, or 
if the peg holding it be withdrawn, the same 
thing happens to the log-ship that would 
happen to a kite, if one of its two legs or 
terminating strings were cut close to the 
paper.' The flat face of the board instantly 
ceases to oppose itself to the enid, and. of 
course, when one of its angles only is present­
ed,itiseasilypulled back again. As long, how-
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ever. as the peg remains in its place. the plane 
of the board offers so.much resistance to the 
water, that as the'Tessel from, whicQ .it is 
,hove advances, the 10g-6hip remains upright 
nearly in the same spot, like a floating 
anchor, and thus draws, the line .oft' the 
reel, which is held up for the purpose. 

It will now be easily understood, that if 
the line be divided into equal portions of a 
known length, and account be. taken of the 
number of these portions which pass throHgh 
the band in a given time, an inference may 
be ,deduced as to the rate at which the ship 
is sailing. in any other space of time,~say 
in one hour. In practice, the method is. to 
employ what is called a half-minute sand­
glass. and to divide the log-line. into portions 
~earing the same relation to a nautical mile 
.that half a minute does to an hour. At the 
. end of the first portion of the line" one knot 
is placed; at t~e second, two knots, and. so 
on. If this. sand-glass were made to. run 
exactly half a minute (30 seconds) •. then, 

. since the number of feet ip. a, nautical. mile 
,is 6Q79, eacll knot on., the .line oughLto 
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consist of 50 feet and a Httle more than 
7 inches. 

It is found more convenient, however, to 
use a sand-glass which runs only 28 seconds, 
and to divide the log-line into portions of 
47 feet 3 inches, which still, very nearly, 
preserves the proportion between the two 
things com pared. 

In arithmeticallangnage this ratio may be 
expre~sed by saying: - As 3600 (the num­
ber of seconds in one hour) are to 28 (the 
number of seconds which the sand-glass runs), 
80 are 6079 feet (the length of a geographi­
cal mile) to 47 feet 3 inches nearly (the length 
of one knot or portion of the log-line). 

In ships of Will', the custom is to adhere 
strictly to these proportions; but I have been 
on board some vessels where the practice was 
to. use a sand-glass which ran 30 seconds, 
while the length of the knots on· the line 
was made exactly 8 fathoms, or 48 feet, in­
Jltead . of its being somewhat more than 501, 
the true proportion, if a half-minute glass be 
used. This derangement of the correct pro­
portion is sometimes adopted from ignorance, 
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and sometime. from a wish that the distance 
f I'WI by log' may always place the ship 
.IOmewhat ahead of her true place, and thus 
put the Davigator on ~is guard. But those 
who defend this fallacious mode of proceed-

. ing forget that, al the true atate of the case 
iJ never quite lost sight of, the subterfuge is 
more apt to do harm, by an undue allow­
ance either in excess or defect, than could 
ever we from an adherence to strict truth. 
We see something like this on shore, w~.en 
the cunning master of a house sets his clock 
fOrward a quarter of an hour or twenty mi. 
nuw, to lecure having his dinner in good 
time - forgetting that every mortal in his 
establishment, especially tbat important per-. 
SOIlage the cook. being 81 well awarllof the 
trick as hll is himself, is sore to make his 
own allowance, to the hopelesa destruction 
of all punctuality. 

On board a man.of.war, it is the duty of 
the mate of the watch, or principal midship­
man, to ascertain the rate at which the ship 
is.going through the water, by heaving the 
Jog at the end of every h9.ur. This simple 



76 , FRAGMENTS OF 

'operationrhowever,like every thing else with 
~s,is performed with a due observance of 
established forms, many of~hich, I suppose, 
must se~m useless .to pninitiated eyes. 

,As ,the log is hove regularly four times in 
every watch, .the moment the bell strikes, 
the mate of the watch mounts, the' poop, 
calling out while he is walking aft~ 
, " Hold the reel !" 
. The machine on which the line is wound 

is, accordingly, seized by one of the lads, sta­
.tioned there for that purpose by the captain 
of the mizen-top. The quarter-master· holds 

,the sand-glass.; andabo;"tfifteen or t,wenty 
filet of the line being pulled off the reel by 
the mate of the watch, and held, along with 
th,e. log-sbip, in his hand, ~e makes this 
~econd exclal)lation, with a strong interroga­
tive tone- • 

'" Is the glass clear 1" 
The answer_" All clear, sir!", is hardly 

. uttered by' the ,old, weather-beaten quarter­
master, before the .log- is . dashed from' the 
.mate ; of the ,~atch's hand, rigbt ,into tbe 
;sea,on the lee, quarter, and well,out from 

, 
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the ship, so as Dot to fall into tbe wake,' or 
come within the influence ofihe 'dead water,' 
or eddy, which is drawn along with the 
ship. lethe rate of sailing be considerable, 
the log-sbiphardly lights on the surface be­
fore the line flies rattling through the mate's 
hand, spinning off the reel in fine style~ 

The marks or knots on the line do not 
commen~e, however, till thirty or forty feet 
of what is called • stray line' have been 
drawn out, at which point a piece of'red 
buntin is inserted between the strands of 
the line. This mark, by striking against 
the hand of the person heaving the log; 
and through whose fingers, formed into the 
shape of a ring, the line passes, gives in';' 
dication, even in tbe 'darkest night, of tbe 
moment when the period begins, during 
the lapse of which an account is to be taken 
of tbe quantity ofline drawn out. As soon 
as the mate feels this mark pass through 
his hand, he cries out. .. Tum!" . Upon 
which the quarter-master reverses the half­
minute glass, and, holding it closet,o his 
face, brings it against the brightest part of 
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the sky he -can find, in order that he may 
distinguish the exact moment when the last 
sands have run through, - At that instant 
lIe calls out ~'Stop 1" Upon which the mate 
of the watch closes his hand upon tbe line, 
to arrest its further escape, and the lad, 
who all the while has held the reel over 
his head, brings it smartly down to his knees, 
to prevent any more line from being drawn 
out. Another man springs forward at the 
same moment, and, catching hold of the log­
line. begins hauling it on board. Mean­
while the young officer examines the line 
~s it comes in again, and, as soon as one 
of the sets of knots or marks -reaches him, 
he counts their number, if it be dark, with 
his fingers. If the ship be going fast, the 
moment the line is flrrested, or within a 
second or·two afterwards, the strain upon it 
becomes so great, that the peg which holds 
one of the two branches of the line is drawn 
out of the log-ship, upon which the board 
instantly turns round, and by lying flat on 
the surface ofthe water, is easily drawn along. 
If the vessel be going slowly through the 
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water, it i. necessary to jerk tTi~r~:t:· 
Iy, in order to disengage the pe~.-~ 

The mate next proceeds to the officer of 
the watch to make his report. It is his duty 
to state exactly the rate at which the ship is 
then going; but it remains with the officer 
to consider and ~ decide what distance she 
may actually have passed over during the 
hour jost ended. If there have been no dif­
ference in the direction or in the strength 
of the wind, nor any change in the ship's 
course, of a nature calculated to augment or 
diminish the rate of sailing, nor any addi­
tion or diminution of the sail set, the officer 
simply answers to the announcement of what 
she is then going. in these words-

If Give it her! .. 
This is quite enough for the mate of the 

watch, who straightway dives down tG the 
half deck, where he find8 the log-board. 
which consists of two flat pieces of wood. 
three feet long by fifteen inches broad, paint-· 
ed black, and made to close upon one another, 
like a huge folio book. Upon this he notes 
down with chalk, in One of the ruled columns 
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drawn upon it, the course the ship has been. 
steered during the last· hour, the distance 
she has run in knots· and parts of a knot, 
and the direction of the wind. In another 
compartment he mentions what sails have 
been set or taken in, and any other matters 
'which the officer of the watch may deem 
worthy of record. All this is copied, ver­
batim, next morning, into the Ship's Log 
Book; and the officer of each watch places 
his initials at the close of the different periods 
during which he had charge of the deck. 
Three copies are afterwards made, - one of 
which is sent to the Admiralty, another to 
the Navy Board, and the third to the Ad-: 
miral of the station. The original log-hook 
is eventually deposited at the Admiralty, for 
the purpose of future reference. 

If, during the interval between the periods 
of' heaving the log, the wind have changed 
in direction or in force, or if the ( ship's 
head has been altered,' -the technical ex­
pression for making a change in the course 
steered,-then the officer makes an 'allow­
ance accordingly. Suppose the report is, that 
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the slJip is now going seven knots-but, 
in the inte"a1 since the log wu last hove, 
the wind has freshened so considerably as 
to accelerate her rate of going by a couple of 
miles-the officer of the watch, recollecting 
that, at the commencement of the hour, she 
was going only five knots, says, ., Give her 
six ;" or, if the change of wind has been 
recent, he says, " Give her five and a half;" 
aod so on, according to a variety of circum­
stances, too numerous to be mentioned. ,. 

Before quitting this subject, it may be 
stated, that, when the ship is going very 
fast. a glass. which runs for only fourteen 
seconds, instead of twenty-eight, is used; 
and, in this case, the number of knots drawn 
out must, of course, be doubled. in order to 
give the true rate of sailing. Small marks 
are also stuck in half-way between the dif­
ferent places at which the principal marks 
are inserted. Each knot, therefore, is ac­
tuaUy divided by distinctive marks into two 
parts, each of which is a",aain supposed to be . 
divided into four. so that the whole of every 
knot, or mile. on tbe log-line, is nomiually 
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divided into- eight portions, which, from their 
being very nearly six feet each in length, are 
called fatho~~. I mention this to explain 
what sometimes puzzles' shore going' people 
in reading accounts of naval matters; in which 
it is stated that a ship is sailing at the rate 
of a> certain number of knots and so many 
fathoms. The meaning Of this expl-"ession is. 
that, over and above the number of knots, 
or nautical miles, she is going, so many 
eighth-parts of a mile (represented on the 
log-line by fathoms) are added. to give the 
true rate per hour. 

It cannot be denied, that this method of 
coming at so very important an element in 
navigation as the distance over which the 
ship has run, is, to appearance, extremely 
rude. But the real wonder is, with what 
singular accuracy it generally gives the re­
sult, provided the interval be not too long, 
and no currents or tides have interfered to 
carry the ship in some new direction. The 
log, which, 'of COUI'se. takes account only 
of therelatiye motion between the ship and 
the! water,' is the foundation of what is called' 
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Dead Reckoning-I do not know very well 
why, unless it be that, to a certain extent. 
its operations must be made in the dark, 
and. at best, in great uncertainty. The con~ 
trast which exists between the unsatisfactory 
nature of this method of determining a ship's 
place, and the confidence which arises from 
following the precise rules of nautical astro­
nomy, has a tendency to bring the good 
old Dead Reckoning into rather too much 
contempt. Thus, I think, we are apt, sof!;1&o 
times, to hold it too cheap at moments when, 
if we placed no more than the proper reliance 
upon it, we might find it very useful. 

I shall certainly take some other oppor­
tunity of explaining the principles of the 
more exact, and far more curious, method 
of navigating a ship by the aid of nautical 
astronomy. At present, it is but fair to re­
turn to the poor Yankee sloop, my weighty 
charge, which I left some dozen of pages 
back, wending her very slow way towards 
Halifax. . 

It is in navigation as it is in Hfe,-with 
a fair wind, even the dullest sailer can make 
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otit at pa~sage; for' even if we suppose the 
~essel' to'he such awretcbed tub, as to'go 
along, at her best speed, only four or five kMts 
lin:- hour, which 'was a cut rather beyorid 
my good sloop, it is clearly possible that, 
in the coul-seaf the twenty-four hours, she 
may run above a bundred miles. In a week, 
therefore, , she. will have made _ perbaps a 
thousand, if the fair 'wind holds; and this, 
be it observed, would carry her, in le~s than 
a month across the Atlantic. 

On, this occasion we had the benefit of a 
, slight dl'ain of current in our favour, from 

being still within the north-western limit of 
the mighty Gulf Stream ---'- that prodigious 
'water course, the largest in the world, which, 
after sweeping.- (lut of the Indian 'ocean, 
doubling the Cape, and traversing the whole 
region of the south-east trade 'wind,enters 
the gorge between Africa and the Brazils, 
crosses the- Equator, passes the Carribbee 
Islands, 'and scours the i Gulf of Mexico; 
the~ gushes off."thr6ugha-hugesluic~, by 

;tbe'Straits of Florida, -and, gradually'.ei­
'pending 'its 'gigantic strength' as it -\Vashes 
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the shQres of the United States, 1J.nally de'7 
posits its load-the washings ofa hundre~ 
seas, and of ten thousand rivers -,- in the 
shoals of Nantucket, and the well-known 
Banks of Newfoundland. 

We jogged on slowly and surely, 'and, as 
the weather was fine, not unpleasantly; for 
it was midsummer, which. in those countries, 
is a delightful season. In process of time 
we made the land, somewhere to the south. 
ward and westward of Halifax. I had. ob­
tained a good observation for latitude. and 
knew pretty well where we were, so that 
we could shape a tolerable course to make 
Sambro light-house. The wind was light 
from the south; and about dusk, as I was 
quite exhausted by the fatigues of a hot day, 
the greater part of which had been. passed 
at. the mast-head, looking at the land, I lay 
down, after giving the quarter-master, who 
was my only assistant, precise directions 
how to steer. . I soon fell asleep - so did 
my faithless officer---alld so likewise, I sus­
pect. did the man at the helm. At all 
events, we contrived. amongst us, by our 



86 FRAGMENTS 017 

joint carelessness. to let the vessel drift close 
to the land. At midnight I was roused up 
by the shouts of the quarter-master, scream­
ing out my name. and exclaiming that we 
were nearly on shore. . I sprung upon deck 
-in a' pretty fright; and there was good rea­
son! The night was pitch, dark, but the 
,dash of the waves on the rocks close to us 
made the danger ,but too distinctly visible; 
and I remember obsening. even at that hor­
rible moment. that the brightness of the foam 
was $uch that it actually cast a light on our 
sails. I. found _ the vessel steering directly 
upon the reefs. with the wind right aft, 
and the main sheet eased off till the boom 
touched. or almost touched. the rigging. Of 
course. the helm was put hard over in a m~ 
"IDent; but as the sloop rounded to the wind, 
which was still light. another fearful belt 
of breakers rose up before her which it was 
obvious she could ,not weather •. To tack; 
therefore. ,appeared her only chance; but, 
owing ,either to the vessel having lost her 
way in the process of rounding to the wind, 
or to the ,main sheet n~ being gathered aft in 
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time, or to some other ~ause, we missed stays, 
and (or several minutes the fair Marga~t.....t. 
that was her name-kept rising and fallin~ 
with the swell, nearly· head to: 'Wiri~ hut 
moying gradually, stern foremost; toward~ 
the ledges of rock. on the· sharp· peaks of 
which the sea was breaking much higher 
than our mast-head, with a sound that' will 
live in my memory's ear to the hour of my 
death . 

.. What is to be done nowl" I said" mut';' 
tering to myself. 
, ., \Vhat is to be done?" exclaimed. the 
American captain, who was a far older and 
afar better sailor than his prize-master .. and 
who, besides, knew exactly what his vessel­
the pride of his heart-could perform. II Do~ 

sir! -., wbY'. wear her, if yon can -and I 
think· you can. She is now paying off ...... 
let.: her wind round on her heel; she has no 
way. and will veer in little more than her 
own length." 

This was no season to dispute Oil points of 
etiquette; so Jonathan, suiting the action to 
the word, ja~bed the tiller hard over, and, 
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ba.ving made it fast to the rail,sprang for. 
ward, and let go the peak haulyards. Down 
came the gaff, and off went the ~loop, as if 
she knew the voice of her legitimate sove­
reign. As we again began to gather way, 
but before we brought the wi.nd right aft, 
our bowsprit almos~mixed in the froth which 
fell back in vast sheets from the face of the 
cliffs. We lay with our head, for fully half 
a minute, directly towards the shore; and 
l.mu!\t own, that 1 felt, just then, rather 
queerish. In a few seconds more the good 
sloop's head came gradually round, so that 
the rocks were p~esently seen on the bow, 
then, on the beam, and at last fairly on ther 
le~ quarter. I have omitted to mention, 
that the peak of the mainsail was hoisted 
smartly up again,. the· moment the wind 
caught it on the other side, and this in a 
litt}e time enabled us to draw off from a 
most imminent danger in which we had 
been placed by my combined neglect and 
ignorance. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

EFFECTS OF THE GULF STREAM·. 

ABOUT a year afterwards, when I was mate 
of Hi. Majesty·s ship Leopard. I was pla~ed 
in cl;l.arge of a much mtire respectable vessel, 
also an American, the identical ship which 
carried Jerome Buonaparte and his family to 
Europe. and selected for that purpose from 
being considered the fastest sailer out of Bal­
timore.: I certainly never saw so perfect a 
model of a merc~ant vessel, or one more 
'commodiously fitted np. I was, of course. 
prodigiously proud of my new and beautiful 
command; but had soon more important 
matters to attend to, in the navigation of 
the ship, the difficulties of which lDay be 
easily explained. 

When we parted company from the Leo-
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pard, we were within a few days' sail of the­
coast of America, and may then have been a 
hundred leagues or so to the north-westward 
of Bermuda; consequently, still within the 
influence of the Gulf Stream, already alluded 
to as sweeping, in a north-eastero direction, 
along the shores of ~he United States. I 
was .ordered to take my pretty charge to 
Bermuda, and proceeded to the southward 
accordingly. Foul winds, however, detaiDced 
bS for seve~ days in the Gulf Stream, for 
.the set of which current such an ample 
allowance was made, that when we reached 
the latitude of Bermuda, 321 N., it Seemed 
almost certain that. we were some thirty or 
forty miles to the wes~ward of the island~ 
that is, between it and the coast of AmeriCL 

From the~d of Bermuda being low, it is 
not easily got sight C>~; and the whole cluster 
of islands being of small extent, they are 
often missed by navigators steering, as they 
conceive, directly for them. To those, indeed; 
who are provided with time-keepers, there is 
no danger iu following this direct. method~ 
for these _ instru_meJ?-ts are now. soadmirahly 
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4X>nstructed, that an error in longitude which 
would carry a navigator past Bermuda. with-

. out seeing it, is, .now-a-days, very unlikely to 
occur. Ships, however, which have not the 
lldvantage of a chronometer, and consequently 
may not be sure oftheir longitude, generally 
find it prudent to run into the latitude of.the 
uland, and tben steer along th8:t parallel till 
they come in sight.o£ their object. Most. 
people are probably aware that. the latitude 
is an element in navigation almost at.aU 
times very easily determini~ at least with 
sufficient accuracy for· the purpose ·no.w al~ 
luded to. The longitude, as every mortal 
must have heard, is, or rather was, the grand 
stumbling-block in a sailor's way; and it 
will readily be understo~d, of what essenti~ 
importance it must be to ,a ship, when run~ 
n.ingalong a parallel of. latitude, in, search 
of a mere speck on the oceaD.I~ke Bermuda. 
that tbere should be no mistake as to which 
side of the island she ..really is upon.. For 
if I in point of fact, the ship .shall happ~n to 
be, on the eastern side, of the island, but. 
owing to some error in the. reckoning, her 
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captain believes that she is on the western 
side, he will naturally steer east along the 
parallel of latitude, instead of west, as he 
ought, of course, to do; and thus he will go 
OIl increasing his distance from the island, 
instead of shortening it. 

This curious case was precisely mine. The 
Gulf Stream, as it eventually appeared, had 
carried us eighty or ninety miles farther to 
the eastward than I had made allowance for, 
although an ample daily set in that direction 
was given her. The superficial velocity of 
this mighty current, it seems, is occasional1y 
accelerated or retarded by the prevalence of 
hard gales. At all events, whatever might 
be the cause of this unusual increase in the 
rat.e of the stream, it carried me so far 
beyond my mark, that when I reached the 
parallel of 32i N •• I supposed myself in 
longitude 65j W.o that is, about forty miles 
on the western or American side of Ber­
muda. As the wind was blowing from the 
east, of course I struggled hard to beat up 
against it, from supposing that my port lay 
to windward. It was fortunate this breeze 
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was' not blowing from the west, as. I shall 
proceed to shew. 

For a long time antecedent to the period­
in question, I had been familiar in theory 
with the method of ascertaining a 8~ip'lt 
longitude at sea, by lunar, and the master 
had frequently been kind enough to let line 
take his sextant in my hand, to measure; by 
actual observation, the angular distance be­
tween the moon and the sun, or between the 
moon and the fixed stars, this. being' the 
fundamental operation in this most important 
of all our nautical problems. Still, it was 
quite clear that a great deal more practice 
Was necessary, to give any degree of pro­
ficiency •. But 8S I could never hope to ac­
quire the requi,site skill by the occasional 
use of a borrowed instrument, and could not 
afford to buy one for myself, I had given some 
hints to this effect, when writing home, in a 
quarter where I trusted they would be at­
tended to. The application succeeded so 
well, that, in the course of a -few months, I 
was master of one of the best sextants on 
board, from the bands of that prince of in~ 
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strument-makers-Troughton. The posses-­
sion of such a treasure natura!!y gave a fresh 
fillip to my exertions, and I well nigh put 
my eyes out in taking lunar distances all 
day, and often all night long. In the midst 
of this active course of practice, I was ordered 
to carry the abo~e-mentioned American ship 
to Bermuda; nor is it at all improbable, that 
the sextant may have contributed, in some 
degree, to gain for its master this enviable 
distinction. 

On the day I reached the latitude of Ber­
muda (32-1- N.), I fancied the ship must 
certainly be on the western side ofthe Island; 
the sun, however, happened not to be in 
distance, as it is called, and, of course, no 
lunars could tben be observed. Having-, 
therefore, still nothing to trust to but tbe 
dead reckoning, we, of course, continued beat­
ing all tbe morning to the eastward, under 
the full persuasion that Bermuda was in tbe 
wind's eye, due east of us, instead of being, 
as it really was, due west, on our lee-beam. 

As the night approached, the sky became 
beautifuIJy clear, and shortly after .6unset I 



VOYAGES AND TRAVELS. 95 

got -my sextant to work. Before the. twi­
light was ended, and the horizon too faint to 
admit of the altitudes being taken with ac­
curacy, I had observed four or five sets of 
lunars. No time was lost in working out, 
when, 10 and behold! the longitude, instead 
of being 65j W 0; as I made it by dead reck­
oning, appeared to be little more than 64 W 0 

or some ninety miles farther to the eastward; 
thus shewing that, although, as we supposed, 
we were thirty miles from the land, it was 
on the opposite side of the island from that 
on which we had imagined ourselves to be! 

What was now to be done 1 For, although 
on board the flag ship, :where the accuracy 
or inaccuracy of a midshipman's lunars did 
not matter a straw, I had indulged in the 
usual presumption of fancying myself rather 
an expert observer, I was now filled with 
doubt and anxiety. All the ordinary allow­
ances for the set of the Gulf Stream had 
already been made, and it was hardly to be 
conceived that in a week or ten days there 
lihould have occurred an error of a degree 
and a,half. ,It appeared far more likely-that 
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some gross mistake had been committed in 
the figures of the computation, or in my 
mode of observing the lunars, than that such 
a huge augmentation to the strength of the 
current should have occurred at· this. parti­
cular moment. 

The Ameri.can captain, who, like most 
commanders of ships of that class sailing 
from the United States, was an admirable 
navigator, and a very shrewd, obliging, and 
gentlemanlike person, happened to be so 
ill that he could not possibly come on deck 
to make observations to cOfl"oborate mine. 
But he was able, though in bed, to go 
over the computations, the result of which, 
in his hands; agreed so nearly with what I 
made it, that he, at least, had no doubts of 
their accuracy, and recommended me at 
once to put the helm up, and .steer to the 
westward. I had not confidence enough, 
however, in my own handy work for a deci­
sion so material to the success of the voyage. 
In short, I could not force my unpractised 
imagination to conceive that an island, which 
I had so much reasoll to suppose lay due 
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east oCme, could possibly be hit upon .by, 
steering due west. 

This perplexing ~ind of struggle between, 
the Reason and the Ima~ination, is of Cre­
quent occurrence in every stage of Qur singuT' 
lar profession. Sometimes it augments our 
embarrassments, but more frequently lends 
a charm even to the most ordinary duties, 
which enables us to go' on with cheerfulness 
in the execution of tasks otherwise extremely 
exhausting to o,ur strength and patience •. FA>r 
example, almost the whole ~f our night work, 
when blockading 01' chasing an enemy, is 
made up of this sort of combine~ observation 
and guess work; an exercise highly useful 
in the formation of those habits of resource 
upon which professional success materially 
depends. 

So, to work I went again, with my ob­
se"ations for' the longitude. After all the 
adjustments of the sextant had been care­
fully examined, a neW gang of lunars was 
taken, some with the same, and some with 
~ther stars, but all oC them with a degree 
of attention wl1ich, if measured by tbe depth 

VOL. II. B 



98 FRAGMENTS OF 

of interest felt in the result, I am not snre 
I have ever bestowed upon any similar conrse 
of observations since~ Half of the distances 
I gave over to my friend, the captain, to 
compute. while I set about calculating the 
rest. After a time we exchanged computa­
tions, without communicating each other's 
results. till all were finished, and then we 
laid them side· by side. The agreement 
amongst the whole observations was so near 
to one another, and corresponded also so 
. closely with those taken earlier in the evening, 
that I could no longer have a doubt as to 
what should be done. About midnight, with 
a throbbing heart, and a mind fill~d with 
the most painful anxiety. I bore up, and. 
as we had a fresh breeze, spanked along 
merrily to the west. It was necessary, of 
course. in running in such a perilous neigh­
bourhood. to keep. a very bright look out; 
for although Bermuda. on its eastern side • 
.is pretty clear of coral reefs, and we were 
quite certain of our latitude, it was not the 
80rt. of place to approach incautiously. 'When 
the mOOD went down, therefore, we shortened 
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sail, but continued still slipping along at the 
rate of four or five kn~ts, till morning. 

'Vhen theeastem sky first began to give 
some faint promises of a dawn, I felt my 
anxiety mount to a pitch scarcely bearable, 
and I kept peering with the night-glass into 
the gloom which still hung over the horizon 
in the supposed direction of Bermuda, as if 
my eagerness to see what was hid beyond 
could have brushed away the night any 
quicker. 'Vhen, at last, the day broke, 
and the well-known cliffs of St. David's 
Head, topped with dark green cedars and 
lighter-tinted orange trees, stood pleasantly 
up ahead of us •. at the distance of a league 
and a half, I could have shouted for joy. 

\V e steered straight for the harbour's 
mouth, and, having hoisted the signal for a 
pilot-a jack at the fore-we soon brought 
off our worthy black friend, old Jamie Dar­
rel, and before breakfast my valuable charge 
was snugly moored off St. George's Town, 
perhaps the prettiest spot, as far as island 

. scenery goes, in any part of the globe beyond 
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that enchanting· region which lies within 
the Tropics. 

I. was not: a . little amused by finding 
we had reached the island before our ow~ 
ship, and, a few days afterwards, I had. the 
satisfaction of rowing on board to report' 
myself. before s~e anchored. The compli­
ments paid to our success were due, it must 
be ownedJ to the sextant so opportunely sent 
to me;. for, unless the dead .reckoning had 
been checked by lunar observations, we might 
have been kept at sea a month, and, as the 
ship was short of provisions, serious conse­
quencesmust have ensued. 

In the course of my subsequent profes­
sionallife. I have seen so much benefit arise 
from young officers being put very early in 
possession of such instruments. that I ven­
ture to recommend to all parents who can 
by any means afford it, to consider the 
money bestowed on such th ings, not as spent, 
but rather as put out to productive interest 
for the use of their sons. It is very true, that 
all the sextants Troughton or Dollond could 
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make,-with an the books of navigation in 
the wo~Id, ever so well crammed into ~the 
heads of some persons,would not make even 
tolerable navigators of them. Papas and 
mammaS, therefore, (if any such there be) 
who are conscious of having whitt are called, 
in midshipmen's dialect, '" pudding-headed 
hopefuls: may either save their money altO­
gether,or seek to :direct "it to some other 
point more suit8:ble to the taste and "abilities 
of their unpromising progeny. .,. 

The grand purpose to aiinat, as I have 
Ii.lready more" thanOilce observed, is to give 
young men an opportunity of working in 
earnest, and for themselves, under the joint 
stimulus of weighty responsibility and the 
possession of fitting means for executing such 
trusts with credit. No one, indeed, but 
their immediate superior officer can afford 
them opportunities of shewing what their 
abilities and acquirements really are. StilI, 
a young officer's friends may often aid him 
most essentially by furnishing him with 
those means of improvement, which, as in 
the case of my sextant, have a tendency to 
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strengthen his chance· of coming into useful 
notice.. . 

There is an ~ld saying in the mercantile­
world,· that you never know anyman till you 
come to· do· business with him. The same 
thing is true iri nautical affairs, and probably 
in every thing else. You can never tell of 
what ~tu:ff any officer is mad~,. till. you see 
him placed in a situation where he is forced 
to act for himself from his .own knowledge 
and talents alone, and where, while success 
may earn . for . him much credit, failure is 
sure to be .accompanied either by ridicule or 
disgrace. 
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CHAPTER v. 

CHANGB OP SHIP. . . 
IF a midshipman's satisfaction be great in 
having charge of a prize, there is also aa -in­
tensity of bitterness in the return to his 'own' 
ship again; a feeling which will be understood', 
I dare say, by most people. While on board 
the prize, whether at sea, or after reachiug 
his port and placing his trust in security, -he' 
is, to aIr intents and purposes, in the situa"; 
tion of a commanding 'officer. He is the 
captain for the tim~ being, and as such 
is quite as much his ,own inaste~ as ~ny 
officer, of any rank, can be~_ It he has the 
oppression of responsibility weighing upon 
his spirits on one hand, he has the pride of 
station, and the consciousness of being' held 
worthy of his hire~ to sustain him ou'the 
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other ;--'-to say nothing of the honest and 
substantial pleasure, which almost all men 
feel, in the mere act of working hard, when 
conscious that their efforts are directed to the 
performanCe of what is obviously their duty. 
There are, besides, so many SO~lrces of en­
joyment belonging to such occupations, that 
I have obseI7ed every midshipman selected 
for this duty, eager to be so employed a 
second time; and have seldom_ seen any of 
them come back to the ~hip without a very 
marked improvement in all respeCts. 

But our return was generally a very bitter 
a1faii at first. We had to deScend all at 
once from our high station of captains, to 
take up our old position as I petty officers' 
in the depths of the cock-pit. Instead of 
having in charge the lives of many indivi­
duals, and thousands of pounds worth of 
property, we felt ourselves limited perhapS 
to the charge 0(' a jolly-boat, sent, on a cold 
frosty morning- at Halifax, to the butcher's 
wharf to fetch off beef for the ship's com'; 
pany's dinner. And~ instead. of walking 
orimipotently on the weather side of our own 
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quarter-deck, directing the course, order­
ing sail to be set, or determining the ship's 
place by an appeal to the heavens, we were 
jammed imperiously over to the lee side. to 
get drenched by ihe rain. and chilIed by 
the wind out of that odious mizen-staysail. 
the abomination of all poor middies! TheD. 
in place of feeling' that other, were looking 
op to us for orders, and relying upon our 
resources to guide them. we had the morti­
fication of being knocked about"by penons 
for' whose knowledge we had sometimes but 
little respect, on services which we knew, 
or thought we knew, to be useless, and whicb 
were frequently not only disagreeable, but 
humiliating in their nature. 

Nevertheless, I think there can be no 
doubt that even this 'sore feelipg of anDoy~ 
anee had an admirable effect in the long 
run~ r.Jedicine is of teD not the less salutary 
for being unpalatable; and I ainnow well 
convinced that our youngsters were all the 
better for these alternations of power and 
submission. Th'eir juvenile pride, indeed. 
was . often. sorely wounded when, after r~ 
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fturn~ng from a prize, they were called upon 
to execute duties beneath, what they con­
sidered, their tru~ dignity: and, at first, the 
habits or recently exercised authority ac"; 
corded but indifferently with those·ofprompt 
obedience. :aut the lessons of self-know.; 
ledge which this course· of discipline were 
calculated to. teach, seldom failed to give 
an . impulse ,to the mental powers of those 
who really possessed any powers to set in 
motion~ If they were mere ninnies, indeed, 
then, of course, neither this nor any· other 
system of trials could stimulate them into 
sense or energy. But on' those wbo really 
possessed talents, or. who were' .sincerely 
zealous, the usual effect was· to impart higher 
motives to work out their, apprenticeship 
with credit" and to deserve, if not to win 
p,ermanently, that enviable station,of which 
these temporary commands had given them 
a tolerably just idea. 

Independently, too, of this animating re­
sult, it is very well known that much in.., 
struction, in the difficult. art of command may 
be taught through the medium of obedience, 
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alone. For the mere knowledge of wbat ia. 
required to be done, w!ll not always be 
accompanied by an acquaintance with the 
best way of accomplishing a given piece of 
service. We must understand the nature of 
tbe instruments by which the work is to be 
executed, otherwise our force is wasted, our: 
tools blunted, and tbe whole task bungled. 
Unless, indeed, a commanding· officer have 
learnt, from actual experience, what it is to 
feel as a subordinate, not once or twice"but 
on a grea~ variety of occasions,· he will hardly 
be able to turn the capacities of those under 
his command to their full account. Instead 
of cementing . his crew into one compact 
mass, and so bringing their united forces to 
bear upon the objects r~quired by the public 
service, he will waste and dissipate their 
strength by misdirected applications of their 
divided and often conflicting energies, while 
his own temper may too frequently be lost 
in punishments, which might have been 
spared, had he only learned, by personal 
experience, w.hat were likely to be the feel­
.ings and wishes of his inferiors. 
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But an officer who. in his own person, has 
gone through a full. course of rigid obedience. 
and especially if he have occasionally mixed 
habits of command with those of submission' 
to higher authority. and thus instructed 
himself ill the peculiar difficulties of each 
situation. will be able. under like 'circum­
stances. to produce very' different results 
from those just described. He will find 
little or no difficulty in diVining the feelingS 
of those under his orders; and· though. if 
the numl>er of his crew be great. there must 
ever be a 'considerable diversity of sentiinent 
amongSt them, yet, in most cases, he will 
be enabled to strike a pretty fair average 
as to the general wish, and thus secure the 
hearty cO-operation of the' majority of those 
he desires to" put in motion. ' 

A naval life, as I have before remarked, 
offers a sm.,o-ular niixture of energetic action 
and of passive routine f and it requires 'a 
good deal' of skill on the part of the captain 
to mingle these qualities together. in such ,a 
way that there shall appear nothing incon­
sistent, or abrupt in the transition from a 
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6.tate of comparative repose to one of high 
excitement. And it is well to bear in mind. 
that the most instructive lessons on this 
score are generally those taught in the early 
stages of the service. Yet it should be re" 
collected, also, that the unpopularity of an 
officer with the junior part of those under 
his command seldom prc;>ves much against 
him; for it is only from a station many years 
in advance that his conduct can be viewed 
by them, in order to a fair estimate I?~ing 
formed of his professional character. I have, 
accordingly~ been a good deal amused, and 
sometimes rather edified, by reading in my 
early letters the most unmeasured censure 
of my commanding officers for acts which 
I can now discover to have been no~ only 
very judiciolllt in themselves, but very kindly 
intended to me personally. 

As time. rolled on, various incidents arose 
to change the current of our thoughts .. and, 
in some degree, also, to alter the character 
of the duties upon which the younger mid­
shipmen of the flag-ship were employed, and 
the occupations and amusements by which 
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that very interesting period of our wandering 
life was diversified. In the spring of 1806, 
our 1>atron, the commander-in..chief, died, and 
in one moment the fortunes l)f all his fol­
lowers were quite broken up. The influence 
we had, derived from his protection was so 
.completely gone, that, 1 think, we. even fell 
back beyond our proper station, by the re­
action of neglect, if I may so call it. How 
others bore this loss. I can hardly say; but 'I. 
remember the desolate feeling which pressed 
upon me by so unexpected a calamity, as I 
gradually bec'ame sensible of being left once 
. more altogether adrift. 

But although our excellent friend, 'the 
Admiral, was gone, it' did not occur to -us 
to say we would not be comforted; on the 
contrary, it now became our busiqess, 'more 
than eyer, to impart, if we could, fresh vigour 
intn. those independent exertions, of. which" 
heretofore, we had only been talking. The 
first, and most obvious thing to be done, 
was 'to direct our friends' at home, with-

< ~ut delay, to make acquaintance with the 
, new Admiral, whoever he might be. so as 
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to induce him to let us fall into his wake. 
I need hardly mention, that, unless in cases 
of extraordinary good fortune, or extraor­
dinary good -interest, an officer's chance of 
promotion abroad is very small, unless 
he either gets actually into the flag-ship, or 
occupies a place on the Admiral's list of pro­
teg~s while serving in "Some other vessef of 
the squadron. By far the most advantageous 
method, however, for those who are near.the 
period of being eligible for promotion, is to 
get, if possible, directly under the shadow 
of the flag itself. Accordingly, I la~id myself 
out with all industry for this object, and, 
thanks to my active friends at home, suc­
ceeded in obtaining a place on the list of 
the commander-in-chief appointed to the 
Halifax station. 

Early in 1806, the new Admiral arrived at 
Halifax, and, within a month afterwa,rds, 
his flag _ was shifted from the Leander to 

.• the Leopard, also of fifty guns, and, along 
.with it, several of the officers, and most· of 
our young party, were transferred to the 
newly-arrived ship. 
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It js impossible to describe the degree of 
regret; J might almost dignify it by the name 
ofsQr~ow... with which some of us left the 
Leander, . whose, good old wooden walls had 
formed our, house ,and home for upwards of 
four years; And, even if I could. describe 
what was'feltup~~ this occasion, I fear it 
might meet with some ridicule. 

This, interval sounds like a short period; 
but when it is ,considered :that ~hile it was 
passing over our heads a change had taken 
place in most of our lives and fortunes far 
greater. than had ever occurred before, or 
can' probably ever occur again, the senti­
mentwill not appear so trivial. I, at least,' 
who came to sea when not much above thir~ , 
teen, may be said to have lived many more 
years than four in this interval. I had not 
grown up to manhood, indeed, or even come ' 
near it ; but I had often been called upon to 
perform manly duties, arid, instead of being 
held with my I head under water,' had been 
allowed to swim about on the surface 'Of 
things, and to work out my own station, such 
as it was, in all freedom and hap(>iness. 
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This transfer, however. froin one ship to 
the other, 'was fraught with, great advan­
tages toine. It was certainly with a bitter 
pang that I took leave of the well-known 
cock-pit, and tiers. and wings of the dear 
old ship. every beam and carlin of which 
I recollect to this hour; and can recaU, 
as if it had occurred this morning, the rest':' 
Jess feeling with which I took my last meal 
-a bowl of cocoa and a dry biscuit-in 
the larboard birth, at the substantial deal 
table where I had sat for so many years . 
.. Shall J ever be so happy in any ship 
again 1" was my exclamation, little dream­
ing that things in this excellent world of 
ours, if we chance to have any good fortune, 
and are ready to • back up our luck' by in­
dustry, may become better and better every 
day, instead of growing worse and worse on 
our hands, as too many moralists pretend. 

On first joining the Leander, I was Con­
sidered, of course, a mere youngster, or ' boy 
of the first class,' as the rating is caned, and 
had grown up along with the older mids, so 
gradually, that the relative distance between 

'-OL. II. 1 • , 
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us was generally preserved in amost mortify­
ing degree. This did not exist in essentials 
so much as in triBes~ for in times of real ser­
vice, for instance when prizes were sent away, 
the selection of officers to conduct them was 
not determined by stature or by age, or even 
by length· of service, but by actirity and 
know ledge. Yet this very· distinction often 
brought about still more provoking humilia­
tions; for the big hands were not at all 
pleased sometimes that such whelps, as we 
were called in their uncourteous vocabulary, 
should have charge of a lieutenant's watch, 
or be sent away in a detained vessel, when 
·they who were so much older in the service 
were obliged to remain behind, and to per­
form double iluty on the lee side of the 
quarter-deck. Such things were charac­
terized in the cock-pit below as ' an infernal 
shame,' 'blasted hard,' and so forth. So 
that, when these arbitrary physical-force­
gentlemen had us again, but too literally, 
on the hip, we were sometimes made to feel, 
in spite of our temporary dignity, "that we 
were but younkers, after all. 
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How long this might have lasted I do not 
exactly know; though I suppOse we should; 
by and by, have published our Declaration 
of Independence, and set up for ourselves. 
Fortunately, thi. was unnecessary;· for, as 
loon as the change of ship. took. place, we 
came amongst a new set of messmates, and, 
from the first, took very good care to assert 
and to maintain our proper station. Indeed, 
there wu nj) one disposed to gainsay thil; 
for none of our messmates in the new ~ip 
had known UI in Ollr old character of squeal­
ers, squeakers, younkers, whelps, rubbish; or 
by whatever more dil'paraging epithets we 
had been distinguished in onr powdel'-mon'key 
days- now so happily gone by ! 

Bllt after all is said and done, the hard­
Ihips of any young middy'. early'life, and 
'of ollrs in particular, are 60 trifling. if taken 
in good part, that it is more in.joke than 
any thing else, 1 have here alluded to the 
tyrannical capers cut over us by the older 
bands. In fact, I am really obliged to tall: 

my memory rather closely before recollecting 
a Bingle circumstance essentially oppressive, 
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while I can look back with the greatest 
delight to kindnesses of the most valuable 
nature ;alldto friendships which, afte! 
standing the wear and tear of a full quarter 
of a century, have only become more inte­
resting and 'Useful by theeH'ects of time. I 
nnd. in one of myoId letters, a passing 
notice of 80meof the advantages and draw­
backs attendant upon serving iii a flag-ship; 
and as it was written under the influence of 
the moment, I shall not attempt to improve 
the expression, but give it as it stands. 

II I shall be sorry to leave myoid ship the 
Leander, for I have formed an attachment to 
her, which is natural. after having so long 
dwelled on : board of her. But I shall not 
have to regret the loss of many companions 
-that is already over. I have changed my 
messmates at least four times. Many of 
them have been promoted-some have been 
discharged into other ships-a few, having 
become tired of the service, have gone off 
in disgust - and some have died~ In 
short, from one cause or other, there has 
been such a constant change; that there 
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are very few of us now left who have wit­
nessed the whole scene from the beginning 
to the end. All this, however annoying it 
may be at the time, has certainly its advan­
tages; for it gives us an insight into what 
is going on in the service, and we necessarily 
gain more information on this point by see­
ing so many persons in succession, than w6 
should do from studying the same people 
over and over again every day. In the' 
course of time, too, the regret at patting 
wears olf, as we become more familiar witb 
leave-takings." 
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CHAPTERVL 

l.AST VIEW OF BERMUDA. 

THINGS very soon settled into their places 
in the new ship,; and under the new regime. 
It is, indeed, the very essence of a naval,life 
to carry itself on, with a degree of uniformity 
which looks like instinct, and, in fact,'does 
almost become so by long and rigid training 
of all its parts, in one fixed course bf action. 
A steady purpose is kept ever in viewi and 
this qualityofthe Service enables us to sur­
mountil1,lmberless obstructions calculated, 
one might imagine, rather to retard than to 
advance our <:>bjects. f 

We soon' put to sea again, roved ·about 
the' Atlantic, visited' the West Indiea, :Ber­
muda, and the 'coast of America, capturing 
Frericb'and Spaniards, and detaining Ameri-
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cans with little or no compunction-enjoy~ 
iog ourselves in port, growling at sea, and 
forming a thousand projects for future pro~ 
motion and for present enjoyment. Although 
,I was extremely fortunate in being permitted 
to make sundry expeditions on shore, I have 
in vain .examined the old notes kept on these 
excursion. for materials. of present interest. 
Almost all the incidents therein related ap~ 
pear boyish .andflat, while the information 
is of 80 common-place a. nature, tbat 'the 
same tbings, much better told. may certainly 
be found in most books respecting those 
countries • 

.. In a journal written during a sbort Ber­
mudian trip, Ifound hardly any thing but a 
aet of those high-flown fi!xpressioD,s .in admi.;. 
ntion of theseenery which: travellers are 10 

liablQ to substitute-and Dot unoaturaUy­
for true description. 

It is difficult enough to say what true ,de­
acription is;. and. ten times more difficult, I 
.uspect, to accomplish, the task when.its 
.natu~ has been pointed out. It is a mighty 
f!asy affair for .. critjc to.tell 8: traveller, " tbat 



,120 FRAGMENTS OF 

b~has nothing to do but relate what he 
~~es, p,nd to ~ell in plain language what he 
feels~~ .;lIe might as well say to a jock~y at 
the starting-post, that he had -nothing to 
jio, in, order to win the r~ce, but to- bring 
in ~~horse 'first to the goal. There are 
a,hundred,details to be attended to in both 
cases withwhi~h the uninitiated have no 
acquaintance, and for which, ,accordingly, 
they make no allowance; and it is . perhaps 
quite right that none should be made. If tbe 
race be lost, one cares little for the good ex­
cuses by whic,h the failure may be justified..­
if the object be gained, the applause which 
follows is given without' much r~ferellce to 
the particulars by -which the success has 
been brought about. This holds,uue in. most 
things, and in none more' than ,jn ,descrip­
tion!! of scenery, which, after all. in order to 
be effective, must include in their very es­
sence a degree of poetical; colouring 'which 
few men have it in their power to, apply. 
To describe well, is exactIylike painting 
1Vell r:-if the artist posseS!! true genius, like 
Claude of old, or Turner now~ the pic~ure 
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will not only be admirable,-but may appe'ar 
to have been done with perfect ease. ' 'tet 
anyone else, however, take the ;brusn,and 
see what will be the result! ' '~ " 

The most pleasing and~ost "~xiu:t· d~ .. 
scription which I know or Bermuda's to 
be found in Moore's f Odes; and Epistles,' 
a work published many years ago. The 
reason why his account exceeds iii beanty 
as well as in precision that of other men, 
probably is, that the scenes describ'ea li~ 
so much beyond the scope of ordinary ph­
senation in colder climates, and the feelings 
which, they excite in the beholder are' so 
m~ch', higher than those produced" by die 
scenery we have been' accustomed to loolt 
at,. that unless .the imagination' bedeepty 
drawn upon, and the diction sustained at 'a 
correspondent pitch, the words alone IItrike 
the, ear, while the listener's fancy remains 
where it wa8~ In Moore's account'there is 
Dot only no exaggeration; but, on the con· 
trary, a wonderful degree of temperance in 
~e midst of a feast' which, to his rich fancy, 
mu~t, have been peculiarly tempting. He 
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has contrived, -by a magic peculiarly his 
own, yet, without· departing from. the truth~ 
to :sketch what was before him, with a fer. 
vour, which those who have never been Oil t.he 
Bpotmight well be excused for setting down 
aa the, Bport of the poet's' invention. But 
he knows,. at least as well as anyone of 
the tens of thousands of his admiring readers, 
that, with all his genius. and vigour, as well 
.all delicacy of thought. and with all his 
powers of expression; his numbers, polish 
them as he ,may. must still fan short.ofna!" 
ture, even in her quietest mood. And thence.., 
,while he learns modesty, he is likewise taught 
the art by which alone he can hope to enter 
the field with any.chance of success •. It is 
not by describing, however graphicaUy, as. it 

. is called, one. or two, or even pne hundred 
striking points in the landscape, that the 
bewitching ,effect of Moore's description ill 
produced, but by selecting, as it. were by 
chance, those fea~ures which. the instinct of 
his, gellius and exquisite taste tells him are 
characteristic; and afterwards,. by combining 
these, at hisow~ choice" in sucb, a .way as 
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to give tbelD, in tbe fullest sense of tbe 
word, the cbaracter of generalization, witb,. 
oat depriving tbem of any part of their 
iDdividwUity. His descriptions, lltcordingly, 
are the true • beau ideal' of the art, whicb. 
though nry different from mere copiea of 
nature. are aomething greatly better. 

An ordinary traveller would tell us the 
number and Bize or. the islands grouped 
together in one vie~, with the size and 
aspect of the fisbing-boat8, the shape ot lhe 
houses, tbe names of the trees, and the 
varioul colour. of the coral seen through tbe 
clear and shallow water, in the narrow pas .. 
Bages which divide these singular clusters ; 
but at the end of the account we should be 
left nearly where we were, and really be 
lillie more acquainted with tbe scenery of 
the spot than· if we had beeo examining .. 
map. illustrated merely by a set of sailing 
directions for entering Lbe port. 

S1. George'. Town. such a writer woulel 
"y, the seat of government, nestles itself 
io • delightful little 'valley, 00 the sooth.­
eastern side of a small island I the m~lll 
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eastern ·'of the group known by the name 
of Bermudas· or the Summer Islands, the 
~ still vext Bennoothes' of Shakspeare. The 
.hores of this valley form the northern side 
of a diminutive and shallow, but very secure 
harbour, of the same name with the island. 
No ship larger than a sloop of war can enter 
this snuggest of ports in consequence of a 
coral bar or ledge which lies across the en­
trance. The appearance of the town, viewed 
from the Barrack-hill opposite, is beautiful. 
The houses, which are mostly very small, 
and. of the purestwhite, are scattered about 
irregularly, amongst trees of such obviously 
foreign growth, that the consciousness of 
being in a strange land strikes. the senses 
at once. The long, broad. thickly-matted 
leaves of the plantain, banana. and cala­
bash, together wi~ various members of the 
palm tribe, which afford a perfect shade to 
the little 'cedar~ built verandas, encircling 
most of these dwellings, are so characteristic 
of the climate, and suited to the rest of the 
scene, that in viewing them we readily yield 
up our imagination, and consent to believe 
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that we are transported to another world-­
somewhat in the same way that we· relin· 
quish all control over the reason at an opera, 
and, giving the reins to our fancy, follow 
wherever the witchery of the music, and 
the acting, and the scenery, may happen .to 
transport us. . Amongst these tropical-look­
ing trees, we discover the orange, the cedar,' 
and the lime; ancJ when we come to examine 
more closely the ground upon which they 
stand, we find the commonest weed is the 
geranium, and most o( the shrubs are myrtlt. 
Or if we choose to go afloat with a (air wind, 
and in fine weather, which can almost always 
be reckoned upon, we may sail through open­
jogs,. hardly wide enough (or our boat, be­
tweeQ islets covered over 80 thickly with the 
exuberant yerdure of tbis (airy .regioD-, from 
the very top to the water's edge, that we can 
hardly see the ground, and often find diffi­
culty in landing. 

Owing to the sea at Bermuda being quite 
~lear, the bottom can be seen at the depth of 
many fathoms; and this, when not spread with 
a coating of the whitest sand, is overlaid witli 
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a gorgeous natural mosaic, of various colour­
ed corallines, long brilliant weeds, and iD~ 
numerable specimens of the sponge tribe, of 
a . purple, red, or green colour, and often of 
a bright saffron, approaching. to yellow. 
The intermediate spaces lying between the 
rocks are generally spangled over with shells. 
some of them not inferior in point of beauty 
to the corals. The variety in the scenery. 
both terrestrial and submarine, is, accord­
ingly. so great, that bardly any two points 
of view are quite al[ke; while every bun,. 
dred yards brings out new combinations of 
lights and shades, colours and forms. 

After passing the ferry at the westerll 
end of George's Island, we land on the 
great island known by the name of the 
Continent, which, though only twelve miles 
in length, and two in breadth, is looked upou 
by the natives as a prodigious expanse of 
territory-and so it is, compared to any of the 
three hundred and sixty-fiye islands they 
talk or. It is certain that some hundreds of 
roeksmay a~tually be counted above water 
in this singular cluster. which stands alone in 
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the middle of the Atlantic, not unlike one of 
those beautiful nebulre ·in the heavens, to 
ordinary flight only specks or little clouds, 
but which, when viewed through a telescope, 
are discovered to be collections of separate 
stars. 

In the middle of this continent we find a 
large basin or arm of the sea called the Great 
Sound, which may be passed in two ways. 
One road leads along the rockybeacb, on 
~hich the sea breaks with prodigious vio­
lence when the wind is from the north. The 
other path is earried inland, and brings tl,1e 
traveller e~entuany in sight of many beautiful 
inlets: Hamilton Harbour, Port Royal Bay, 
and others, surrounded by hills, aU clad with 
the richest verdure, and studded"over with 
villages.and insulated cottages. The surface 
of the water, in some of these coves, is so 
perfectly smooth. and still, or what is called 
Ip.nd-Iocked. from being nearly shut out from 
the open se3. all roand, that it re8ectsthe 
banks, skies, !lnd trees, in a manner rarely 
witnessed else,,·here. These natural mirrors 
arE!"' broken only at those places where the 



128" FRAGMENTS OF 

pretty little boats of the island, with sbarp 
pointed sails flapping in the calm, are row­
ed backwards by tbe merry-hearted negro 
slaves . 

. So much for tbe story of a mere traveller, 
writing in plain prose. But I cannot deny 
myself the pleasure of pilfering a little from 
those stores of the poet above alluded to, 
and which, though amply enjoyed by the 
public at the time, have been so much out­
sbon"e by tbe lustre of what tbe same pencil 
has since produced, tbat, by very many eyes 
fully capable of appreciating tbeir merit, 
they may. perhaps, never yet have been 
perused. To such persons the following lines 
will have the advantage of novelty. and I 
can answer for their fidelity. These poems 
happen to have been written at the very 
time (1804) when I was myself on the spot, 
and when, with what little store of imagina­
tion any mid can be supposed to possess, I 
was feeling exactly as tbe poet did. 

The epistle from which these extracts are 
taken is addressed tothe Dowager l\Iarchioness 
of Donegall, and, after some happy allusions 
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to her ladyship's taste and skill as an artist, 
it goes on thos:-

" Have you not oft, in nightly vision, strayed 
To the pure isles of ever-blooming shade, 
Which bards of old, witb kindly. magic placecl 
For happy spirits in th' Atlantic·waste 1 

There, as eterna1 gales, with tTagrance WanD, 

Breathed .from Elysium through each shadowy form, 
In eloquence of eye, and dreams or song, 
They charmed their lapse of nightIess hours along! 

Nor yet in song, that mortal ear JDaY suit, 
For every lIpirit was itself a lute, 
Where virtue wakened, with Elysian breeze, 
Pure tones of thought and mental harmonies I 
Believe me, lady, when the l!epbyrs bland. 
Floated our bark to this enchanted land, 

These leafy isles, npon the ocean thrown, 
Like studa of emerald o'er a silver lOne; 

Not all the charm. that ethnic rancy gave 
To blessed arbours o'er the western wave, 
Could wake " dream, more soothing or sublime, 
Of bowers ethereal and the spirits' clime I 

The mom was lovely, every wave was .till, 
When the first perfume or a cedar hill 
Sweetly awaked us, and, with smiling charms, 
The fairy harbour wooed us to its arms. 
Gently we stole, before the languid wind, 
Through plantain shades, that, like an awning, twined 
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And kissee! on either side the wanton sails, . 
Breathing our welcome to these vernal vales ; 
Whiie, fai reflected o'er the wave serene, 
Each wOoded island shed So soft a green, 
That the e~oured keel, with·wbispering play. 
Through liquid herbage seemed to steal its way! 

Never did weary bark more Sweetly glide. 
Or rest its. anchor in a lovelier tide ! 
Along the margin many a brilliant dome. 
White as the palace of a Lapland gnome, 
Brightened the wave; in every myrtle grove 
Secluded bashful, like a shrine of love, 
Some elfin mansionsparkledtbrough the shade; 

And, while the fuliage interposing played, 
Wreathing the structure into various grace. 

Fancy wouldJove, in many a furm~ to trace 
The flowery capital, the shaft, the porch, 
And dream of temples, till her kindlingtorcit 
Lighted me bacJr. to all the glorious days 
Of Attic geuius; and I seemed to g:oe 

On marble. from the ricb Pentelic mount, 
Gracing the umbrage of some naiad's fuunt.'· 

The prose of great poets would seem to 
partake, almost insensibly, of the refined 
dictioo of their verse, without the constraint 
of its limitations. So that we can often 
discover not only in the rhythm, but also 
ID the thoughts which even their simplest 
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,language conveys. distinct traces of the,ori­
ginal poetry, from which, indeed. it only 
,makes a slight departure,. -analogous to t,hat 
practised by musicians in their, variations to 
well-known airs. Thus. even in the unpre­
tending shape of foot notes tQ the above poem, 
we have something almost as good as the 
numbers themselves. 

In speaking of his arrival at Bermuda, 
Mr. Moore has these words, in which it is 
quite amusing to see how the witchety of 
the art runs away with the artist, and the 
gods make him poetical. in spite of ,his 
evident desire to be purely aDd soberly de­
scriptive. 
. "Nothing," says he, .e can be more ro­
nlantic than the little barbour of St. G~orge's. 
The number of beautiful. islets, the singular 
clearness of the water, and the animated 
play of the graceful little boats, gliding for 
ever between the islands, and seeming to sail 
from one cedar grove to another, form alto­
gether the sweetest miniature of nature that 
can be imagined." 

" The water." be adds at another place. 
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,. is so lieautifnllyc1ear around these islands, 
that the rocks are seen to, a very great 
depth; and.' as we entered the harbour, 
they appeared to us so near the surface~ 

J.ha,t 'it seemed impossible we should not 
strike on them. There is no necessity, of 
course, for heaving the lead; . and the negro 
pilot, looking down at the rocks from the 
bow oMhe ship, takes her through this 
difficult navigation,' with a skill and con­
fidence which seem to astonish some of the 
oldest sailors." 

And, finally, he remarks, that "among 
the many ~hltrms which Bermuda has for a 
poetic eye, we cannot for an instant forget 
that it ill the sc'ene of Shakspeare's Tem­
pest; and that here he conjured up the 
.. Delicate· Ariel,' who alone is worth the 
whole heaven: of ancient mythology:'· 

'" Moore's Epistles,' Odes, and other Poemi!- 410. 

London, 1806., Page 42. Epistle III. 
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CHAPTER VII~ 

RETURN TO ENGLAND •. 

W B sailed from Bermuda in His Majesty's 
ship Leopard, on the 27th of Febmary, 1808, 
and anchored in Cawsand Bay, at Plymbl'Jth, 
on the 23d of March. On our way home 
we touched at Fayal. one of the Azores, 
merely to get fruit and vegetables; after 
which, wil.hout anchoring, we threaded our 
way to the eastward along the southern shore 
of Terceira. so called from its standing the 
third in that singular group of volcanic moun­
tains. known by the name of the Western 
Islands. 

As I afterwards visited these islands, under 
more advantageous circumstances, I shall 
say nothing of them at present, except that 
the Peak of Pico. the most remarkable of 
all the Azores, was in greater be!luty than I 
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ever had the fortune to see it at any future 
time. Its summit. which rises to the height 
of about nine thousand feet. was covered 
with snow; and nothing could be more 
striking than its appearance as we first saw 
it projected upon a sky so dark. that by the 
contrast it seemed almost black. Teneriffe. 
it may be mentioned. is never. at any time. 
so effective.-as a grand-looking- object at 
least;-wheo viewed from a distance. as Pico 
almost always -appears. whether neaf or re­
mote. The Peak of -Teneriffe. properly so 
called. rises .to the height of more than 
twelve thousand feet. which is. at least~ three 
thousand feet higher than Pico. Bot there 
is -this -remarkable difference between the -
two :-the sugar-Ioafof Teneriffe starts from­
the level of a plain or ridge seven or eight 
thousand feet high. extending from end to 
end ofa large island; on the other hand, this 
beautiful cone of Pico takes its rise directly 
from the sea. not abruptly. however. but 
gradually; and it thus presents. when viewed 
from a distance. an object decidedly more 
splendid than its rival peak in the Canaries. _ 
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. It is not mere height, we must recollect, 
which constitutes the magnificence of a 
mountain, any more than mere magnitude 
determines the grapdeur of an architectural 
structure. The temple of Neptune at Pre­
sturn is a grander building by far than tbe 
immense Duomo of Milan; and, in the same 
way, Gibraltar is more striking than most 
parts of the clumsy Andes, although the 
Cordilleras are generally ten times higher 
than the celebrated rock, just mentioned­
the one being seventeen hundred, and the 
other seventeen thousand feet above the sea. 
I t is true, that innumerable associations in­
terfere to disturb and bias, or, more properly 
to regulate, the judgment in these -cases. 
The whole current of our previously formed 
ideas dispose us - to' prefer the celebrated 
Teneriffe; -yet the superiority of Pioo in 
appareQt altitude, in symmetry, and e'ven in 
sublimity of character as Ii volcanic moun­
tain, are so indisputable,- that I have often 
wondered how so little was known of this 
great ornament of the Azores, lying almost 
~t the threshold of the British channel. 
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. I, am very proud of being an honorary 
JPembe~ of the Yacht Club, and. as such; 
should rejoice greatly if I had influence 
Ilnough ,wi~h any Qf my brother amateur 
I$ailor~ til persuade them .to make longel! 
trips Jllau they usually indulge in; for ex­
ample, .to those beautiful islands, the Azores. 
which i~.thel!lumme .. months would be a 
most agreeableexcu~ioD. In place of run­
~ing rl,\ces (rom Gowes. round the buoy of 
the, Royal QeorgeJ and . back again ;, why, 
out of th~ many noble vessels which belong 
~o the members of this spirited and busi.,. 
ness-like (1luba should not ,two or three, or 
twice as many. fi)tart from Spitbead, like 
~hips it! earnest, and shew who can soonest 
sail r01,lnd Pico.atid return to tell.what they 
have seen of foreign parts 1 In such a trial. 
DO small degree of skill and perseverance 
JDightcome into play. and some discipline. 
also. as well as a touch or two of science : 
whereas. "t. present. in most of our Yacht 
Club smooth-water races~ the prominent fea­
ture is the quick sailing of the vessels. In 
such ,. trip as I have ventured to propose, 
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the race would not always be exclusively to 
the swift, as it is just now; for in proportion 
u these professional exploits were rendered 

. difficult and complicated, so,l am convinced, 
the energies of our Club-as in the analogous 
case ofthe Navy-would rise to meet and over­
~me them. If not, then-as Dogberry sa'ys 
_"They are not the men I take them for.» 

We had a spanking fair wind from the 
Azores to Plymouth. and I shall not soon 
forget the sensations with which I once 'more 
got sight of the cliffs of England. 1 had 
been absent on this my first trip, a little 
more than five years and eight months-and 
busier years and months could hardly have 
been! It is not easy to describe what I felt 
on putting my foot on British ground. after 
80 long an interval. Not one opportunity 
of writing had, I believe,. ever been omitted 
on either Bide, so that an active enough in­
tercourse had been kept up. The best cor­
respondence, howenr, goes but a short way; 
and the wild Bort of curiosity which I felt to 
see my friends, and, perhaps, to shew myself 
off to them, was very great. 
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Some of our party of mids were rather in­
clined to the mock heroics on the occasion 

. of our ar~ival in 'Old England; and I re­
member" 'one clumsy chap suggesting, that 
whenwe first landed we should all prostrate 
ourselves like. Persians, and kiss our mother: 
earth~a proposal which was received with 
acclamation.. k midshipman, however, is 
rarely sentimental, except after supper; and 
this resolution 'being made ,over night, it 
c.ooledbefore·we·landed next morning. In­
deed, as the ground ·was wet and dirty (as it 
always is at Plymouth), and we were dressed 
out in • our very best togs,' the ceremony 
would have afforded some sport to the water­
men; and to sundry gro\lps of sea:"port belles 
who lined the· wharf, at· that. most elegant 
of spots ~alledMutton Cove. 

We had quite enough to do besides enact­
ing such fooleries; Letters were to·be written; 
announcing the ,important ~vent of our reo:. 
turn; and, as it was· very difficult, and we 
thought. quite· needless, to· distinguish be­
twe~n the importance which such inc.idents 
bore in our own eyes, and the indifference 
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witb which they were Tiewed by the rest of 
the world, we wrote as. if. nothing had ever 
before occurred in the. world so interesting 
as the arrival of our ship. Projects innu­
merable were made for meetings; an~ if some 
expressions, indicative of an anxiety about 
future promotion, did slip in, these selfish 
considerations were overwhelmed for the time 
in the delightful prospect of a speedy visit­
to our friends and home. 

But. besides these natural though~ and 
feelings. there. were others, which claimed 
our notice. and helped to make the first few 
days after our reaching England a glorious 
sort of intoxication. The very look of a 
London newspaper, only a day or two old. 
was a phenomenon scarcely intelligible. The 
appearance of the country, the shops. the 
people, the carriages. were all,sodifferent 
from what our eyes had been accustomed 
to eisewhere. that it seemed as if, instead of 
having left the Azores only a week before, 
and Bermuda not a month, we must· have 
been absent, from them for years. Scarcely, 
one person in fifty whom we -met knew a 
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\Vord about such places, or cared for them 
if they did; and as for os. no mortal took 

. the slightest notice of the Leopard's arrival. 
any more than if we had been. a fishing .. 
boat. in place of a 50-gun ship. with . an 
Admiral;s flag at the fore. Up to this mo­
ment, whenever we anchored at Halifax) or 
Bermuda. or any where else, all the world 
was agog; and. of course, we pelting petty 
officers were parties in· the distribution of 
the thunder~that is to say, we took good 
care to come in for a share. of the notice 
which streamed down. from the Admiral to 
the humblest of his followers. No matter 
where we touched at abroad, we always 
reckoned upon -receiving a certaiu amount 
of attention; and, if nothing more sub­
stantial arose, we had at least the honour 
and glory of being gazed .at by the black 
fellows as we swaggered along, with dirks 
by our sides, and cockades in our hats, 
as jolly young reefers as ever fancied them­
,selves great officers. But at Plymouth, 
and still more at Portsmoutb, to which we 
proceeded after a· day or two, all our airs 
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and graces were sadly neglected. And 88 

for those hospitalities and other attentions 
which we had almost come to consider when 
we were abroad as a matter ofrigbt, and 
due to our present worth· and high future 
prospects, they were clipped down in Eng­
land to the troublesome· importunity bf a 
waterman canvassing far a fare. or to· the 

,complimmts of a knowing shopkeeper on 
our taste in the articles he wished us to buy. 

I learned. in after years. that precisely as 
no man is a prophet in his own country. 80 

a naval officer is seldom in very great re­
quest at an English sea-port. . GeneraUy 
speaking, I suspect be wift find that the 
further he strays from Po!nt Beach. the 
more attention he is likely. to meet with. 
Malicious folks' might say, that at home 
he is perhaps too well known; or, accord,;. 
ing to the uncourteous expression, • better 
known than trueted;' and that to be well 
received, he must contrive to outstrip his 
own history. But the explanation is readily: 
made, without having recourse to so un-' 
civil a theory. Since, fot one naval officer 
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that figures like a comet at a foreign port"'­
Halifax, for instance-five hundred must ne­
cessarily: make their· appearance at Ports­
mouth; so that although the natives in 
Hampshite are not, I am sure, Ii whit less 
friendly to our cloth than those of Nova 
Scotia, still' their means, and their time, 
would require 'to be fifty times greater be­
fore they could attempt to· shew a tithe of 
the hospitality we received not only in 
America, but in, every other· part of the 
world. 
, On first arriving in England, the Admiral's 
followers were in great hopes that he would 
be re-appointed to some other station, when 
we should have moved in a body along with 
him, to take ~ur chance of promotion as 
vacancies occurred. : But in' this expecta­
tion we were cruelly' disappointed; for the 
flag was struck, and we were all thrown as 
much adrift as we had ·been when Sir- Andrew 
Mitchell, our first patron, died.· A com­
plete and final dispersion now took place 
amongst our old set, and all those ties which 
had sprung up amongst us, fmID a common 
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set of duties, and of interests, during so 
many years, were broken up for ever. Some 
of the midshipmen, quite hopeless of ad­
·vancement, and fairly sickened by long. ex­

. pectation, found their patience worn to a 
very small thread, which they now cut across 
altogether, and left the service. Others 
sought out fresh protectors; aud some, trust­
ing solely to their own fortunes, and their 
own right arms, aimed at getting on board 
ships employed in active.services, in which 
their zeal might bring them into notice, and 
their ability afterwards earn for them that 
promotion, which they could no longer hope 

, to gain by favour alone. 
In short, there was a general scatter; and, 

as nothing very obvious arose for me'to do, 
I resolved to wait quietly, and, in the mean­
time, managed to get my'name transferred 
to another ship's books, the captain ·ofwhich. 
in consideration of my having been- nearly 
six years from home, allowed me a fortnight's 
leave of absence, and off I set for Scotland. 

To give any thing like an account 'Of the 
details of this visit is manifestly impossible,. 
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without sailing rather nearer the wind in 
domestic matters than would be quite suit­
able· to a book of travels. But this I may 
say, that there certainly never was a happier 
middy than' l was; since the establishment 
of that important order. The loss of both 
my patrons. and the consequent destruction 
of all my schemes for· promotion. sat very 
lightly on my young shoulders, which I then 
trusted were broad enough to bear a great 
deal more ill luck. So I kept my spirits up 
with. the hope that,sooner or later, I might, 
in some way or other, be able to carve out 
my own professional fortunes. 

I suspect it is one of the characteristics of 
a naval officer's character, that he ·should not 
only be restless himself, but almost always 
the cause of restlessness jnothers; I at least 
took pretty good care to keep up this dis­
tinguishing attribute of our class.. In the 
first stages. of the naval life, a schoolboy 
transformed into a midshipman, with a rating 
on the ship's books, a uniform on his l>ack, 
and without the slightest promise of a beard 
on his apple chin, nevertheless conceives 



VOYAGES AND TRAVELS. 14~ 

himself to be a person of first-rate conse­
quence, and worries, his friends to get. hi~ 
placed with a particullU' Admiral, or on board 
a particular ship. By and' by be finds all 
his economy unequal t~ m~king. both ends 
of his odious accounts meet; or, if abroad, 
perhaps he .falls ill, and writes home that 
the climate does not agree with him; or·· be 
takes the pet, quarrels, with his captain~ 

abuses the service, and is trundled hom' for 
his pains. rather more perverse than he set 
out. If he have headpiece enough to avoid 
such serious scrapes as these, he probably 
neglects to write home, and thus we.ars an~ 
tears his anxious mother's ~eart out, by 
fears which have no foundation. In short, 
no mid, I fancy, by hook or by crook, ever 
served his six years without establishing his 
claim to being a very considerable plague to 
all connected with him. 

As that weal.'t periodot probation draws 
to a close, our young gentleman generally 
begins to· quake a bit; for he now feels, 
that unless he makes some sort of a show, 
behaves with all propriety, and proves him-.. . 

. VOL. II. L 
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self worthy of promotion, be has no good 
right to expect that his friends are to bestir 
themselves in his bebalf. He 800n discovers, 
much to his discomfiture, that thel'e are pro­
bably many hundreds oJ older and abler men 
than himself entitled to go before him,­
some of whom have passed their examina­
tions for years, and almost all of them having 
infinitely stronger claims to advancement 
from their services than any of which he 
can boast. Unless, therefore, he himself: or 
his friends, can manage to bring some other 
lever into operation, more powerful than the 
-mere fact of his having served the allotted 
period of six years, it is demonstrable that 
he may remain a midshipman, as many 
unfortunate fellows are compelled to do, all 
the rest of his life. 

This state ofthings-whetber it be right, 
or whether it be wrong-is so well under· 
stood now-a..;days by all the parties concern­
ed, that no mortal, if he knows what· he is 
about, ever'dreams of standing on the insu­
lated ground of mere eligibility, or the still 
more dangeruus footing of • claims.' The 
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inevitable risk, which a young person incurs 
by resting his applicatic)ll on such pretensions 
of right, is, that his mouth can be stopped 
at any moment by a numerous list of other 
men, whose claims are far higher than his 
own, and who, even he himself cannot deny, 

,are entitled to prior notice-if merit or ser­
vices are to regulate such matters. Accord­
ingly, no one, or I ought perhaps to say, 
hardly anyone, will act wisely to dwell 
much on what he is entitled to, or fancies 
he is entitled to, when soliciting advance­
ment. He may let his pretensions peep out, 
if he will; but if he puts them forward 
too broadly, he actually removes one of his 
best chances of success - for what person 
who has the undisputed power either to 
grant or to refuse' an· application, will not 
be disinclineQ to yield to representations 
which remove from himself all merit in the 
gift? It does very well to talk -amongst 
one's friends (and over a bottle)-of rights, 
and justice, and independence, and claims, 
and the vile neglect of ' impatient merit,' and 
so forth - but when we actually entel' the 
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greai field of patr~nage, we must conform 
to the customs i~ established use there, or, 
in other words, be content to give· in ex­
change for what we solicit, that return which 
the possesso~ of the good" things require. 
If our object be the attainment of a. certain 
point. we must go in search of it in the 
manner which experience has shewn is most 
likely to succeed. In adopting this rule. 
however. there isooly one especial considera­
tion which should be kept constantly in mind. 
We must never allow the motive. he it what 
it may. to seduce us into terms unworthy of 
the station we occupy in society. or of that 
whieh we aspire to fill in our particular pro­
fession. 

This maxim r~sts upon the common-place. 
but high ground of moral obligation: at pre­
sent, however. I refer to it chiefly in a purely 
selfisb, or what is called a worldly point of 
view. For public men become so skilful in . 
the' business of official detail, that they' see 
at once through all kinds of false pretences, 
,ery speedily detect unworthy motives, and 
despise any servile flexure. At the same time, 
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nothing can be more natural than that 1m 

official person. or, indeed. any other ~an, 
should prefer granting i request to one who 
will receive it as a boon" than to !Ion appli': 
cant, who, without possessing more meri~. 
shews that he considers the favour as his 
right, and who. consequently,· will not coooo: 
sent to pay back any gratitu~e for the gift. 
Of two candidates. therefore, whose real 
claims are supposed to be equal, there can, 
be no doubt which is most likely to sue~ 
ceed--:-he who sticks up doggedly for 'b'~s: 
claims. or he who, trusting to the, o(ficial 
man's discernment to do him justice. takes 
care to shew, likewise. th,at he relies upon 
his. patron's f~vour to grant the request, and 
that, if successful, he will bl; grateful. 

Few people, indeed, will deny that, in cases 
of equal claims. the applicimtwho takes the 
course most agreeable to a person io power 
will have the best chance of success j but 
even where the ~andidates' pretensions ~re 
unequal. the same line of conduct' will gene~ 
rally prove the best. It is seldom difficult 

, ., 
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for those whO are in authority to give to things 
the particular aspect· most suitable to their 
own views.' The suitor, therefore, whatever 
be his opinions, or those of his friends, re­
specting his extraordinary merits, will do well 
to recollect, that, besides his own eyes, there 
are many others which are viewing his claims 
through a very different ,medium, He may 
rest assured, . therefore, that, unless he can 
win some portion of the confidence and the 
good-will of the authorities to whom he is 
applying, there is little chance of full justice 
being done to his suit. 

It seems a great mistake to suppose that 
this quiet and unpretending deportment, on 
the part of an officer, when trying to bring 
his services inte) notice, or to gain a wider 
field for the exercise of his talents, is in­
consistent with the in'dependence and true 
dignity of his professional character. In 
fact. it is the noisy, bullying, vituperative 
or growling styles, which carry with them 
the real degradation; and perhaps public 
men are never more completely justi6e<l in 
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their refusal of favours than when they are 
applied to in terms much more suitable to 
Wapping than to the Waiting-room. 

At first sight, it certainly looks very hard 
to see old stagers grumbling away their ex­
istence in disappointed hopes; yet there can 
be little doubt that the Navy, and, of course, 
the country at large, are essentially better 
served by the present system of employing 
active, young, and cheerful-minded officers, 
than they ever could be by any imaginable 
system of promotion by seniority. 

It must not be forgotten, indeed, that, at 
a certain stage of the profession, this arrange­
ment of promoting officers in turn is already 
made the rule, and has long been so: but, 
by a wise regulation, it does not come into 
operation before the rank of post-captain 
has been attained. Antecedent to this pe­
Tiod, there must occur ample opportunities 
of weeding out those persons, who, if the 
rule of mere seniority were adopted, would 
exceedingly embarrass the Navy list. 

It is perhaps no paradox to assert, that 
the more an officer depends upon pure favour 
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for his early advancement, if he be a right­
minded person, the more strongly wiII' he feel 
the necessity of shewing, -by his future exer­
tions, that such' patronage' has not been ill 
bestowed. Generally speaking, I think it is 
observable in the service. that officers who 
are the ,most certain of getting on, are also 
among the most earnest in their endeavours 
to justify, as far as depends upon themselves, 
ihose acts of distinction by which they have 
been, and are still to be put before older 
men, perhaps no less worthy of promotion. 
rhe opinion will hardly be contraverted, that 
persons who are the most gentlemanlike in 
their habits of thought; in sentiment, and in 
manners-supposing .their talents and op­
portunities alike-generaiIy speaking, make 
the best officers. -

I believe it will be found that it is this, 
amongst many other reasons. which renders 
it of so much consequence to the well-being 
of the Navy. and to the maintenance of its 
high tone both of feeling and of action­
the qualities upon which, in' the end, nearly 
all its value to the Qountry will be found 
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to rest- that we should ~ncourage men of 
family to enter the Navy:. It is no~ the 
mere possession of rank, w hicb . gives. eBi.Cllcy 
to the services of such persons; since q nite 
as good blood, for the' ordinary purposes of 
daily business, might be found in profusion 
in the other walks of society. But what is 
indispensably required in th~naval profe~ 
sion, above all others. '-:"'if its present lofty 
station 18 to" be presened,-is no~' alone 
great mental powers, or zeal, or iDdu!ltry, or 
expetience, or even ail these coinbined~to 
allY conc~ivable amount, but the essential 
spirit, if I may so' term' it,' of a gentleman. 
This quality in' tbe cbaracter of an officer 
must, by som~ means or other, be made 'to 
predominate, and, 8S it were, to exalt all the' 
others. Without this the Navy would be' 
nothing, or wonie than nothing~it would 
certainly become ruinous and, disgraceful 'to 
the country. 

In other professions having any claims to 
what is called liberality of object, the same 
spirit is undotibtedly more or less required; 
but in the ~avy it may well 'be said to be an 
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in all. It woukf. perhaps, occupy too much 
space at present to shew why this is neces· 
sarily the case; but one of the reasons seems 
to be, that many of tlle most important duties 
of a naval officer. are, and ever must be, per· 
formed without witnesses. and often beyond 
the reach of scrutiny. Consequently, any 
dereliction on )lis part is extremely difficult 
of detection. Besi~s which, the power ne­
cessarily placed in an officer's hand~.......-in all 
the steps. of his l'ise, but particularly in the 
higher walks ......... is of such a nature, that, un­
less it be regulated by the principles which 
form the distinguishing features in the eha­
raeter of a gentleman, it is apt to degenerate 
into tyranny and oppressioli. AU this is 
.!lOW 'So generally. felt and. acknowledged. 
that it would he easy to point out innumer. 
able occasions upon which, unless officers 
were controlled by this curions and almost 
magical influence, this innate sense of honour, 
which is equally true to every climate, and 
·to every possible variety of incident that can 
arise, in the endless complicationa and em· 
barrassroents of a naval life,~this service, 
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DOW SO .el~vated in its rank in the world; 
would inevitably decline. The country would 
discover the evils of this Cataldeterioration 
in ita momenta of need, but, probably, not 
till it was too late for reparation. This lead­
ing principle of all success-this genuine 
point of honour, if once let slip, is not to be 
recalled at a word; and, at all eventS, it should 
be remembered by the advocate. of change, 
how many long years it has cost to place 
the N uy where it now stands; and let them 
take care not to risk its destruction by too 
rude attempts to reform what works BO well 
already. 

It may be asked, as I have often heard it 
scornfully asked, when th~e views have been 
advanced, ., Are no gentlemen to be found 
beyond the pale of tbe higher classes t and if 
there are, why push men of rank forward in 
tbe service, as we see done every day, with 
luch manifest injustice to older officers, and 
equally good men 1" 

I think the practical answer to this natural 
remark most easy. There are, no doubt, 
~o be found many gentlemen, as sOund an~ 
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true, out of the aristocracy, as if their blood 
were derived from that of' aU the Howards j' 
but it becomes Ii. question, bearirig directly 
upon the purposejn hand, to determine in 
what proportion, and for how long 'a time, 
the true gentlemanlik.e, spirit, above alluded 
io, actually existing in the country; in thos~ 
ranks of society which are, not of the aristo­
cracy, would continue to exist, in its genuine 
and ,practically useful purity, if the arist~ 
craticill cl~sses of the community were de-: 
stroyed, or their means of influencing the, 
rest of the nation essentially qiminished? 
it seems more than probable; that, after no 
very long interval of time', consequent upon 
~uch 'a catastrophe as should break. down 
these distinctions of rank, there would be 
(ound little or non'eof this ennobling or 
chivalrous element of our nature left behind. 
throughout the land~ 
. One of the duties' of the aristocracy, and 
by 'no means their least important function, 
is to keep alive this sacred fire, this quality 
by which, after all, I earthly power doth 
shew likest God's." It. 'is they, 'and they, 
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alone, who can give a right tone to, ~an­
ners, by setting the fashion in everY thing 
which is true in principle. ,or practically wise 
in morals and in politics. and by encouraging 
8cience~ letters, and the fine arts, or othel:­
wise contributing to soften the asperities of 
vulgar life~ This is the true intent and pur­
pose of a powerful aristocracy; and if its 
obligations be duly fulfilled, its members 
execute a task not only of the highest ,pos­
sible utility to the country. bu't one, which'~ 
for many reasons, no' other class' has· 'the 
means even of attempting to perform. 

Let the scoffers at high rank and unequal 
wealth S8Y what they please,there can be no 
doubt, that, since these ar~ the obligations 
which time has fixed. no matter how or when, 
upon the aristocracy of this country, so, in 
the main, the persons who compose that 
order actually perform. and indeed must 
always continue to perform. their'duty, ali 
long as the merciless searchings of OUf in­
quisitorial press, goaded on by the,vigilance 
and insatiable' curiosity of publi~ opinion, 
shall' place all itll members; aIr their pro-
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perty, and all their proceedings~ in the fullest 
possible review before the world. 

Those who -have formed a different COD­

ception of the structure of English society 
will not go along with me, perhaps, in what 
follows; but I .m persuaded~ that precisely 
what the aristocracy does~ on the great scale, 
for the community at large, in maintaining. 
at a high level~ the pare standard of na­
tional manners, the inLroduction of a pro­
portionate number of persons of good family 
into the Nary does for that senice in par­
ticular. 

There are. undoubtedly, very many offi­
cera now in the Senice who are not sprung 
from the class alluded to, but who possess this 
gentlemanlike . spirit as completely as any 
nobleman. or nobleman"s son, !-hat eyer lived. 
But, it is probable. that eyen these officers 
themselves are every way sensible of the 
value of the aristocratical companionship we 
are speaking of; and~ in practice. they cer­
tainly uperience great adyantage from the 
countenanee it lends to those habits to which, 
otherwise, they might not be able single-
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handed to give adequate currency. Besides, 
it is probably from this very source that they 
have derived the greater part of these feel-. 
iogs, which it is their pride to cherish and 
extend. 

The truth of these positions does not aF"" 
pear to be essentially lessened by saying 
that there exist exceptions to the rule, and 
that members-of the aristoCl'atieal branch. of 
the community, whose conduet fUl'nishes no 
good example, are to be found in the Navy 
as elsewhere. hpeak, and with confideJ1ce, 
of what geoerally occurs; and certain I am. 
that as the service has derived very high 
advantages from tbis admixture, so, te stop 
the source from whence s~h rich blood BOWIr, 

would he to risk the action of the .,ery heart 
of our system • 

.. But/' I have heard it said,. "'why not 
put ma~ters in this respect on a fair and 
eq uitable footing 1 If ,hi. sprinTding of the 
aristocracy do· good, as you say it does, to 
tbe spirit of the Navy, why EIOt let men of 
family enter the field on equal terms with 
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the rest~ and so take thllir chance along with 
Dlen 0,£ humbler birth 1 " 
, The simplest answ.er to this appears· to 
be; that a~ there is no method by which 
such persons can be impressed into the ser­
v~ce~ we must of nec~sity enter into some 
~acit kin~ of compromise. and agree to take 
~hem upon the best terms for which we can 
enlist them as volunteers. ·What the. men 
offamily say upon the occasion seems to be 
perfectly reasonable, and strictly in accord­
ance with. every thing else in. the consti­
tution of English society. By the arrange­
~eDts of our system~the growth of cen­
~uries of trial-all classes in the community, 
~ith6ut e~ception,. are not only left free to 
do what they like best, but they are actually 
encouraged by bounties. varied in a thousand 
shapes, to follow up as zealously as possible 
ihat course of action which, in the long run, . 
turns out best for. themselves; and this,as 
long as they are .left free, will always be 
best for their co,!ntry. Such persons say. or 
their parents say for them, when they are 
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balancing -Ill' to what profession· they shan 
follow, that unlessthey,are tolerably sure of 
speedy promotion in,the Navy (supposing 
tbem to be duly qualified), tf.hey can do 
better for themselves by going into some 
othor walk .of life, where their fortune, or 
their family infiuence,.will be sure to raise 
them soon~r to that station in society which 
they are justified in-expecting to reach. 

It is quite true there .is .no nch express 
stipulation as this made respecting the.rapid, 
or, as it is called, unfair, promotion ofyoimg 
men of family; but it seems perfectly clear 
that unless they were certain, or next to cer­
taio,of getting on, shortly after becoming 
eligible to the different nnks, such persons 
would speedily cease to exist in the Navy ~t 
alL This abstraction of men of rank from the -
service, though it might perhaps be hailed as 

. an advantage by a few short-sighted observers, 
would .most inevitably and speedily prove 
injurious to many ofthose minute and often 
unseen, but invaluable, refinements by which 
the character of the profession is preserved 
in its purity, and by which it has hitherto 

\'OL. II. M 
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been enabled to exist, unshaken, through the 
severest trials of danger, difficulty. and temp­

·tation. 
Those who object to this system are very 

much mistaken, however, if they suppose. 
that because the young men in question are 
promoted sooner than their companions. they 
are, at any stage of the profession, exempted, 
even in' the slightest degree, from all its 
pains and penalties in the event of error, or 
.that they are. permitted to do their duty one 
whit more negligently than their less for­
tunate companions; There is no such thing 
·as a privileged class in the Navy. .Ali ranks 
and orders are alike in respect to the dis­
cipline. It certainly is true. and most im­
p~rtant to remark, that, in practice. these 
gentlemen get into fewer scrapes than others. 
This. however, I have always considered to 
arise from the extreme pain which a well­
bred man feels on receiving just censure, 
and also from that habitual delicacy of mind. 
which it is one of the chief points of good 
manners to teac1l. Some officers are content 
to work only so much as the rules of the ser-
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vi~e strictly require j but a man of honour 
holds it to be disgraceful not to do his duty 
at all times. to the very best of his powers. 

An illustrious example of the beneficial 
effects of high rank, in maintaining the 
character of the service. will here suggest 
itself to every one. Nor can there be a 
doubt that the zeal and success with which 
His present)\lajesty devoted so great a por­
tion of his life to the active duties of the 
Navy. will be referred to. for centuries to 
come, not only with pride and gratitude by 
the country, but with eminent advantage to 
every class of officers. 

It may be said, that men of family enter 
the Navy, like others, at so young an age, 
that they cannot have acquired those man­
ners and habits of thought which give to 
their class on shore the useful ascendency 
it has acquired in such matters. That this 
is a mistake, I think all who have had an 
opportunity of observing the fact will cheer­
fully testify j nor can there be, I suppose. even 
on land, a more striking difference between 
the manners of any two classes, than I have 
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witnessed between twodiffer~ntmidshipmen'lf 
births, in one of which there existed this ad. 
mixture of rank, and ,in the other there hap­
pened to be none of it. Besides which,itmust 
be recollected, that the young men -cf fa­
mily visit their friends from time to time: 
so that, ,even in the earliest ,stages of the 
profession, the utility of their presenoeis 
considerable; but its influence gradually in­
creases as they advance in station. and at 
every step they .impart more and more of 
that tone to manners, which, while they ac­
~uire it themselves, as it ,were instinctively, 
or, as some express it"by ,right of blood, 
they com~unicate, :by insensible ,degrees, to 
their companions, and without the slightest 
,presumption. 

The sailors, who are very quick-sighted 
to the merits and faults of their officers, and 
form critics of great correctness, understand 
4he distinction perfectly between a well-bred 
(lr high-caste officer, and one who, not 
dlaving been born in a class where good 
:manners are an essential characteristic, has 
-not contrived to adopt them from othel's. 
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Above all, things,j a ship's, companyt like to 
be' commanded by gentlemen; and, there' is 
nothing they hate' or despise' in. an officer so 
much as that coarseness of thought, and be­
haviour which belong to theit. own class. 

My object in this discussion will. how .. 
ever, . be greatly mistaken, if it be supposed 
that I ascribe to this cause alone aU the high 
and chivalrous spirit which: belongs to the 
Navy, and which has contributed, to give it 
a peculiar character, both afloat and! ashore, 
for 80 great a period of time. The introdue .. 
tion ofthe members of the aristocracy, theil\' 
sons, or their connexions-these ' sprigs of 
nobility,' as we used,· good:..bumouredly, to' 
call them, in the. midshipman's birth-does 
unquestionably lend a very useful hand, to 
purify our general style of thought and ac.­
tion; but, aftel" all, this. is only one of a 
great many maintaining p'owers, which are 
brought into constant play by the nature of 
the profession. To these other causes I may 
have occasion to refer more distinctly at a 
future time; meanwhile, I must advert, in 
pasaing, to the agreeable and useful circum-
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stance of naval officers on foreign stations 
being admitted, at once, and quite as a mattei 
of course, to'the best society of all the places 
at which they happen to touch •. There is no 
exception to this rule abroad; and as . the 
same principles' regulate good . manners all 
over the world, with 'slight modifications in 
practice, which men employed in real busi­
ness readily catchup, naval officers have 
ample means of improving-such opportuni­
ties, not as express matters of study, but 
insensibly, and in the common course of 
their daily occupations. 

I must now return, however; to a topic 
:which, shortly after coming to England, en­
grossed all my thoughts; I mean the most 
important of all promotions, that from mid­
shipman to lieutenant. 



VOYAGES AND TRAVELS. 167 

CHAPTER VIII. 

THE FIRST STEP ON THE LADDEll OP_ 

PROMOTION. 

H A V J N G no particular pretensions on aris­
tocratical. or. indeed. any other grounds, I 
saw no hope of advancement. except by 
getting on the list of some Admiral on a 
foreign station. I therefore put in motion 
every engine I could think. of to accomplish 
this purpose, bot with 80 little expectatl()n 
of immediate promotion, that I should most 
cheerfully have bargained for securing that 
grand object; in two or thr~e years after 
passing for lieu~nanL I was. howevu, for­
tunate enough to secure it much ;oo~er. 

Let a young fellow. be ever '80 well in­
formed, or so well prepared, or ever 80 'con­
fident in hilDSelf befor:ehand. I defy him to 
come before a set of examiners who are to 
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pronounce on his qualifications, without a 
certain allowance of doubt and apprehen­
sion. This state of mind, in the fashion­
able language of the cock-pit, is defined by 
the term 'making buttons.' 1 presume the. 
phrase comes from that sort of convulsive 
tWitching and'twirling of the culprit's fingers. 
applied to the buttons ofllis waistcoat and 

. trousers, by which you may at any time 
recogniscr a so~ of Neptune involved! in Ii 
8crape~' Be the etymology what it may, I 
canatiswer fo~ there being a glorio1,1s manu­
factory of these; articles at Somerset House, 
on tbe 1st of June, 1808,' the awful passing 
day. There could not be fewer, I think. 
than twenty or thirty midshipmen aSsembled 
tbere, for the purpose of undergoing their 
trials, or examinations, before' tbe conUilis­
sioners'; and I certainly never beheld anxiety 
more' strongly expressedtbanupon this 
occasion. The' floor of the- great lobby or 
hall~ was studded' over with variously-oc­
cupied groups of wretched probationers' and 
their anxious friends. Some being' buddled 
up; in a cornet, with H'amilton Moore's COm-
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plete N uiptor on' their' knees" drilling and 
re-drillillg into' their dull memories, and: still 
duller intellects, the aimplest rules of nan .. 
gafion; whild others, aiming at higher·things, 
atrove to master the complicated cases of 
that most useless ot' all problema, the Double 
AltitUdes j or sought to reach the aublime 
doctrines -of Lunar Obsenation. I heard 
more than one poor fellow bitterly denouncing 
hilt own confounded negligence, as he called 
it, by whicb he had been prevented from 
leaming any thing till within W" month of 
theae fearful triala; and not a fe\'t were 
reproaching the government, with a great 
sbew of reason" it must be confessed, for 
Dot providing every ahip' iii the Navy with 
a schoolmaster • 

• e How on earth:' I heard one of these 
exclaim. "could I possibly have learned all 
theae crabbed rules by mere instinct. as- a 
blind puppy is taught to awiDl! I am Dot 
a dog-(though I have been treated pretty 
much like one)--and now, I dare aay, I 
shall be turned back, becauSe I am Dot a 
stu-gazer or a 8loon.scrapet --Hi IODarian~ 
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forsooth! I wish the commissioners would 
let me oir with this cursed navigation. and 
try to puzzle me·with their seamanship. ~ 

think I could meet the old bucks there!" 
I know not whether it may be necessary 

tc:» explain, that the word seamanship refers 
exclUsively to the rigging, steering, sailing, 
anchoring, and so on, of vessels ; while 
naVigation is a telm applied, technically, to 
that bnLnch of the profession which relates 
to the determination of the ship's place, and 
deciding what is the proper course to be 
steered in order to reach a given port. 

These have long been, and stm are, the only 
two grand divisions into which ali officer's 
duties are divided, in treatises upon nau­
tical subjects. But there is a third branch, 
at least of equal importance to the well­
being of every· ship that· swims, and of the 
Royal Navy in .particular, which is hardly 
ever alluded to~and never, as far as I know, 
made to form any part of these examinations: 
I mean the scie~ce of discipline: and it has 
often occurred to me .that one third part of 
the time spent in examining a young man', 
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qualifications, before he is declared. eligible 
to hold a commission in the service, would' 
be well bestowed in ascertaining whether or 
not he had any acquaintance with that im­
portant depart~ent of his duty, which re­
lates to the management of the people under 
him, and of his obligations to thos~ by whom 
he is commanded. At the time I speak of­
and I suspect it is no beUer now-all this 
was left pretty much to chance, I!O that offi­
cers had to pick up what knowledge they 
could of discipline al! they best might. 

There I!eems no good reason for this' great 
omission in naval education; and there can be 
little doubt, I think, that the state of ignorance 
of most young officers on this' topic, is a fer": 
tile cause of misunderstandings between them 
and their superiors, and also leads' to many 
punishments on the part of the seamen which 
might be prevented if their superiors, were 
duly instructed in the difficult and compli": 
cated art allude~ to. It is very true, that there 
are many intricacies and refinements in dis~' 
cipline, which can be taught by experience 
, only; but surely this is no reason why those 



172 FRA'GMENTS- OF 

parts which, can' be 11() imparted'should be 
neglected' so' completely' as they are at, pre-< 
sent.< Hardly 3J d~ ofhis life passes during 
which ~n officer has: not to investigate· com~ 
plaints,. and yet hOw very few young men can 
be' at all aware or the most elementary prin~ 
ciples. of. the law of evidence 1 How indis­
tinctly is the' necessity of patience and self .. 
C()mm~nd-impressed upon· their minds? And 
how often are they led insensibly. to: make 
themselves parties instead of judges 1 

The. miserable mids I. spoke of, though 
called inj, one _ by one. to be examined in 
seamanship and navigation, were summoned! 
up stairs two- at a time; one poor caitiff being 
left outside, while the other was ushered by. 
the, door-keeper into' the awful presence of 

,~h&examiners. Human ingenuity could not 
invent 8i' mor-e' perfect imitation of purga­
tory than' the predicament of the expectant,. 
hutton-making reerer outside.> The one who­
is> called ill' has his-part to pl~y. well: or ill,. 
acoording; to his: capacity and attainments,. 
and being fairly' brought up' to the scratch .. 
as it is called, he knows the extent; of his 
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aotagoni8t.'s arm. and is naturally roused to 
make the best fight. }u, cap. But the ,poor 
devil without, ,uocet'taip which of ab.undred 
and fifty questions are to be asked him, keeps 
aooorging up his memory ,to <'I'etain the whole 
let of answell. His imagination. too, .being 
under DO 80rt of g·uidance. he torments him.­
self by embodying, ·in bi8 .fanciful.conoe~ 
lion of the examining commissioners, every 
stem and unrelenting quality which bis 
experience. of Tartars..-as nautical martinets 
are called-has furnish(ld bim with oppor .. 
tunities of amarting under. 

Although we assembled at ,teo' in the 
morning, it was past three .before it came 
to my turn to be summoned. I bad felt 
confident. enough on first entering the scene, 
but my presumption gradually evaporated, 
till I became infected. in the course of .the 
day. with the general fidget. 1\Iy poor fa­
ther. who ,was with me all the time. be­
came more and more anxious as he beheld 
the Jongvisages of several rejected. can­
didates, and heard them, on .being succes­
sively turned down stairs, ejaculating ana-
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'. 
tbemas against the service. the passing offi-
cers. the country, and every thing but their 
own pig-headed stupidity-the sole cause 
of the\r discomfiture! 

I had brought a I~Uer with me. written by a 
friendly old Admiral. addressed to one of the 
passing captains, and given me the day be­
fore, with directions to send it up on going to 
Somerset House in the morning. The-letter 
was sealed; so that I knew not whether it 
was merely introductory. or if it contained 
'.any request in my favour. As I thought. 
however, that I could get through myexa­
mination without any extra favour or as­
sistance from anyone, I resolved. to break 
the. Admiral's orders, and keep the letter 
till all was over. But in the course of the 
.day. as the plot thickened, I half repented 
of my magnanimity, and began to consider 
-it as a duty lowed to the Admiral not to 
trifle with his directions. Still, after reflec­
tion, I resolved to go through with it, and 
my tum came at last. with the epistle still 
in my pocket. 

A heavy-looking youth. whom I had seen 
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poring over his book all the morning, and 
asking questions of every acquaintance in 
the lobby, to their great l1nnoyance, was 
called up along with me. His name stood 
befbre mine on the list, and cons~quently 
he was ushered into' th'epresence of the 
commissioners first, while 1 was left alone 
in the passage or space between the wall 
and the circular railing at the top of the 
western stair-a spot 1 never pass, even to 
this hour, without feeling my flesh creep. . 

Most of the other midshipmen had lfeen 
kept in about a quarter of an hour, or so; 
but my unhappy" pendant' did not make 
his appearance till nearly twice that interval 
had elapsed; and when at last he did shew 
his countenance, it was so inordinately 
elongated, that 1 hardly recognised him. 

"W ~ll, my boy'" I eagerly asked, •• how 
did you get on 1 Are they as sharp as they 
tell us 1 What did they ask you 1" 

•• You'll soon find that out-I have not 
passed," was all the reply 1 co~ld get from' 
him. He. had no sooner spoken, than. the 
words" Mr. Hall ," were bawled out by the 
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me&SElnget:. 1 was so,colDpletElly startled by 
the ,sQund !that :1 'PPuldnotJDove. while the­
staircllse,appeared to spinro!1nd--:-,in.fQct, ,I 
could diEltingllillb nothing, and forgot where 
J was. 

" Mr. :aalliIHall! !"-againyocifer!\ted the 
man. in tones which tenon my, ear ,like, a 
thunder.,.bolt.,though ,it was but the ordinary 
yoice of the_door-keeper. I almost think I 
could ilowselect -the fellow out of a thou­
sand, at the distanc~ pf two and_ tw~nty years. 
by his 8.wfulvoice,ahme! 

On 1 marched, in ,a sort,oLbewilderment. 
into a small room, lighted bya,aingle win,. 
dow, ,with three very good-natllred-looking 
persons seated at a table covered withblac\. 
leather. I forget exactly if they asked met!> 
sit._down. 1 think they did. At all events, 
the tone .in which they spoke, ,and their 
manner altogetller. were so different from 
what I had conjured up during my residence 
in the midshipman's purgatory at the top of 
the stairs, that 1 felt quite re-assured before 
the first question was put • 

.. Now, Mr. Hall," said one of the officers, 
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" we hue sent out that young gentleman 
you met at the door just now, merely to 
refresh. hiB memory; and we shall begin by 
asking you tIie very same question which 
has puzzled him for the last quarter of an 
hour."' 

., He had Iplit his maio-topsail, unbent 
what wei not £lown away of the old one, 
and bad succeeded, with some littJe trouble, 
in getting the new sail nearly into tbe top j 
but, for the life of him, he could not get it 
over the top-rail. What had be dplitted~· 
do you suppose 1" • 

If It is likely," I 8Dtlwered, " tbal if be 
made use of the topsail haul yards, he ne-

,glected to take up tbe tie." • 
I Baw them nod to one another; and it 

gave me ample confidence for what was 
likely to follow, when I found they had 
hesitated for one moment about turning 
back such a no 'OdIe as my predecessor must 
of course have been, who could bave bungled 
a petty job like this. In fact. the examina­
tion, instead of turning out, as I had anti­
cipated, an over-strict one, proved so ridi-

VOL. II. N 



178 FRAGMENTS OF. 

c~ously easy, that l was rather provoked at 
its ,simplicity, and almost felt unfairly dealt 
with, for being denied an opportunity of dis­
playing my prodigious stock of well-f.!rammed 
knowledge .. 

I have much pleasure in stating, .that 
the examinations, now-a.;.(}ays~ are infinitely 
more rigid than they were; and I have 
every rell:son to believe, that this change. 
s~ far from being unpopular with the better 
class of midshipmen, is universally approved 

-.of bY,Y0ung men of spiri.t, and has contri­
,butel1 essentially to intro~uce a much better 
systenf of preparation. 

As soon as it was announced to me that 
I had passed, I produced my letter, upon . . .. 
which the' gentleman to' whom it was ad-
dressed exclaimed - : _ 

,. Hillo! young fellow, why did you not 
send this up to me, as you were desired, in 
the morning 1 I have a g~t mind to turn 
you back. for shewing that you don't know 
how to obey orders! There - read it your-­
self," 

The letter ran thus: -
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to' My dear --. As the bearer of this, 
Mr. Hall, who is to be examined to-morrowi 
will b~ accompanied by his father, who 
wishes, on account of business, to get away 
early, I shall be glad if you cali take him 
soon, hi order that he may be enabled to go 
at once. Yours, lite." 

I said I had fancied it might contain some 
request to ease me off gently. 

" And so," cried he, .. you fancy we old 
cocks job into one another hands in that 
way, do you! However, never mind,' we 
have passed YOU; and, for aU your suspi­
cions, we 'shall not reverse our decree. So, 
as you go along, send your friend in again, to 
see what chance there is for his maintop-• sail, which has been banging about between 
heaven and eat'th all this time." 

I scampered down stairs like a shot, and, 
rejoining my ,Party, never dreamed of my 
companion with' his double allowance of pur­
gatory. 

A long time afterwards, however-several 
_years at least -I met one of my passing 
captains, and asked· him what they had 



tIone witbdth~ 'youth itt question". '$'That," 
said he, ,. is a very BOre subject, ~nd has 
cost me some remorse. The truth is, we ought 
to have turned him back; but we agreed to 
pass him, in consideration of his knowledge 
of' navigation, and because he was really 
not deficient in ability. Some months after 
the time we are speaking of," continued the 
officer, ,. I saw· his name in the newspapers, 
.amongst tJ.!,e list of promotions, and, shortly 
·afterwards; his appointment as lieutenant to 
.: :sloop. of war. I confess I did not, feel 
quite- easy, ,and still less so, wben, in. the 
:course 'of the season, I read an. account of 
this vessel's shipwreck, in which all hands 
perished; nor have I ever been able to free 
myself f';m the idea, that possibly the loss 
might have taken place during this very 
young man's watch, and consequently that 
Chis incapacity may have· sacrificed .'One .of 
-His Majesty's ships and ber:whole crew. I 
have' rio reason for, knowing that' it was 

. so, only.; let, lme recommend you, if ever 'you 
attain to my rank, and are caIledtlpon to 

:examine, young'gentlemen, :Dot .to execute 
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the,truat as lightly a8-,to my'shamo btdt 
eaid:-I did on thalday." 

Thi. mighty affair over. I had next to set 
about tormenting my friends to get me pr~ 
moted. I had no acquaintance with any of 
the mell in power; and although my father 
was in Parliament, he had kept so mucA 
aloof from both parties, that he could reckoa 
upon the assistance of neither. It certainly 
was not his intention to remain for ever in 
this intermediate state, but having only re­
centlyentered the House, he thought it rIght 
to take time to study the bearings of the 
different parties before he made hi. election 
between them. 

It will naturally be supposed, that I urged 
him to decide this matter in the most orthodox 
way; but I had made no great progress in 
upping his neutrality. when accident. I may 
almost call it. decided the matter as far as I 
was concerned. and sent me spanking off to 
sea again. with an elastic bound of spirits. 
which kept me in motion for tbe next dozen 
of years. 

Most people will recollect, that in the 
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session of 1807-8, a violent attack was made 
in parliament upon ·the Marquess \Velles .. 
ley's administration as Governor-general of 
India. The inquiry, as every body now 
knows, had only the effect of raising that 
nobleman's renown as a statesman; But at 
the period I speak of,. his friends in the 
House of Commons were a good deal pressed, 
and the support of any independent mem· 
her was, of course, extremely valuable, but 
still more so .if tha~ support arose .exclu­
-.sively out ~f a thorough knowledge of the 
subject. 

I forget exactly from what cause my father 
had been originally led to direct his atten;,. 
tion to Indian affairs, but I know that. he 
:studied. with great care, the charge against 
Lord Wellesley which related to his lord­
ship's management of the Carnatic terri­
.tory. He was induced. if I am not mis­
taken, to take up this particular branch 
of the subject, from seeing it so confidently 
handled by another member, who, by his 
personal opportunities, must be thought to 
-have learned, all its details •. ~t l~ast, I.re-
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member his coming home one evening from 
the'House, and expressing 'to me his great 
admiration of the way in which the whole 
of these eastern questions were treated • 

• , I was much interested to-night," he 
remarked, II with the resolute manner in 
which this topic was taken up by'Sir Arthur 
'Vellesley, brother to the late Governor­
general. He stood forward on the Hoor of 
the House, demanded investigation, and de­
fied all the attacks against his relative~' with 
luch an unus~al degree of confidence; as 
went far to satisfy me that every thing milst 
be right in that quarter •. Indeed," he added.· 
., I have seldom seen any thin'g more vigorous 
or manly, i~ all respe~ts, than Sir Arthur's 
challenge, and Ishould feel it a sort of duty. 
were it on this ground alone, to go. to the 
bottom of the affair. whatever time or labour 
it may cost me." 

To work he set, accordingly, with renewed 
\'igour. to master the complicated point at 
issue; and by devoting. himself exclusively 
to the subject, he made himself minutely 
acquainted with every paper and every tittle 
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pf eridencethat had been produced. on the 
fJuestion-a task which, probablY,'YerJ few 
other members, totally uncODnected with the 
parties, could ~aye found either leisure (lI' 

perseverance for. 
Upon nrious occasions. during the de-­

bates which ensued. my father shewed, in the 
. House, that he not only comprehended the 

matter thoroughly, but that be fully approved 
of the Marquess Wellesley'. conducL. This 
was the more ~<rreeable to that nobleman'. 
family. as it came from a person entirely 
independent of either party. and eYidently 

'speaking from the conviction grafted on his 
mind by a minute acquaintance with· the 
details. It will easily be nnderstood,. also, 
that this rare degree of familiarity with. 80 

difficult and distant a topic brought him 
ioto acquaintance with the different friends 
of the nobleman whose conduct was nnder 
investigation. Seyeral of these gentlemen 
requested to be introduced to him, in order 
to thank their new ally for his nnexpected 
lIUpporL 

My grand anxiety, on hearing all this, 
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nll1urally was,- to . ascertain if the Secretary 
oft~e Admiralty. Mr. WeUesley Pole, (noW' 
LoI:d Maryborough) was of this lIumber of 
grateful persoDs; .and upon learning that he 
was, I begged my father 'to lose DO time 
in introducing me to him. This ceremony 
was accordingly gone through. upon which 
occasion the secretary was most affable. He 
took down my name~ asked where I had 
served, and wis~ed to know if I were ready 
togo afloat again. I satisfied him on these 
points, by putting, as it is called, my best 
foot. ,foremost. Nothing further passed be­
tween us' at that time. 
" ,Within a few days of this interview, how­
ever, a most portentous-looking official packet 
waS delivered at the lodgings in which we 
'resided. It wu addressed to my father, who, 
unfortunately, bad just set off upon busi­
ness to th, city. I-saw by the supel'Scrip­
tion that tho despatch was from the Admi­
ralty; anda. I. of course, conjectured it 
'must. relate to, myself, .. 1 felt vehemently 
tempted to break the seal. Had it been 
(rom any other) office ,tbaqthe stern. head-
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quarters of our stern profession-the. fouo'!'. 
tain-headof strict discipline. I might pos:" 
sibly have trespassed. As it was, I dared 
not venture to open it. but set off in the 
freshest-looking coach I could discover 00. 

the stand; and offering the coachman double 
fare. cantered away to the city with my 
precious budget. The glorious vision of a 
real parchment commission; and the bril­
liantcelebrity of seeingmr name in' print 
in the next month's Navy List, haunted my 
imagination as a degree of happiness almost 
too great . to be borne. I thrust my head 
out - of the hackney-coach window every 
three minutes,' to urge the wondering driver 
to still faster speed. In rumbling along 
Fleet Street, we found the passage. as usual, 
.blocked up. I could have soused the whole 
pile of carriages and drays into the bottom­
less pit for their. barbarous interruption! . 

At length we reached the house of a gen~ 
tleman. with whom. I' knew my father. had 
made an appointm'eDt ~nd I believe that. 
antecedent. to. the days when' 8a~s were 
created, no regulat Jarvie ever made"":tbe 



VOYAGES·AND·TRAVELS.' 18i 

joumeyin 80 short a time. I leaped out 
of the vehicle, ,thundered lat the door, and 
togged at the bell, to the prodigious indig ... 
nation of the wondering footman-who, how­
ever, had bis full revenge for. my violence, 
in the forlorn drooping of my visage, as he 
said, in answer to my eager inquiries, 

" Sir James has'left this a full quarter of 
an hour ago, or it may be twenty minutes, 
sir. You'll hardly catch him, sir," said the. 
rascal, as h(t glanced his eye at the steain .. 
ing horses, lathered with foam from tail' to 
nostlil. 

41 Take me back again," I exclaimed, in 
despair, to the driver; and~ at the word; 
away we jingled once more to the westward~ 

My father, in the interval, had called at, 
the lodgings~ but had been obliged to go out 
a second time. As he felt uncertain when 

. he might return, he left word for me to 
place the Admiralty packet on his table. 
I remained at home for ~everal hours half 
dead with impatietibe'" to k.now whether I 
was rea\l1' and truly a commissioned officer 
in HiB Majesty's service, or whether I Te-
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mained still :Mr. Nobody-a mere zero in 
the profession, employed to make up a sum 
total, but not. even the fraction of a unit. 
At last, finding I could stand it no longer, 
I set out to try what reading the papers in 
Hatchett's coffee-house would do. The whole 
set were demolished, advertisements inclu­
sive, without my understanding ODe word of 
them. I then ordered dinner, and sat in 
grim repose, till at last the door opened, and 
in walked my father, with the Admiralty let­
ter open in one hand, and a note in the other. 
There was no gathering from the expre&1;ion 
of his coDDtenance what was the news; but 
when he put into my hands the following 
line, I gave such a spring arid such a shout, 
that the waiters fell back in amaze upon the 
bar, doubtless thinking the YQung gentle­
mao, who had previously seemed so DDeasy 
in his mind, was now fairly cracked. The 
precious billet ran thus:-

" AIr. Wellesley Pole presents his com­
pliments to Sir James Hall, and is happy to 

. have it in his power to enclose his son's com­
mission as lieutenant of the Invincible:' 
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The White Horse Cellar, in all its vicissi ... 
tudes of company, never entertained two 
happier persons. As forme, I may safely 
say that this must ever remain one of the 
brightest bours of my existence, come what 
may. I felt that 8S I had now got my foot 
fairly planted on the first step of the ladder; 
it remained with myself to get to the top. 
'Vitb all the confidence, therefore, and some 
tolerable share of the presumption of youth, 
health, and· spit'its, I never dreamed of dis .. 
trusting tbe result. f • 

But I can recollect with satisfaction, that 
even at that moment of nigh exultation I 
was fully aware of the pressing sort of 
obligation which this early advancement im· 
posed upon me to work hard. I felt bound, 
Dot only in gratitude to the gentleman who, 
unsolicited, had raised me into such a new 
"World of bright promise,. but,in a tenfold 
degree, became rivetted to the service of 
which I was DOW an accredited member. 
Although Lord Maryborough will, no doubt, 
bave forgotten long ago all about this affair,' 
I trust he will believe that the young mid 
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whom he so kindly promoted, has never 
for one iristant ceased to feel, or failed to 
acknowledge, to whose weU.,timed protection 
he owes this first and most important tum in 
the wheel of his fortunes. 

It is right to bear in mind, that how­
ever much .services and merit, whether these 
consist of .'actual deeds, or only of talents 
and· knowledge, may furnish claims upon 
public patronage at more advanced stages 
of the profession,these recon,mendations can 
scarcely ever be used, even in the imagina­
tion of the most Utopian patriot, a& guides 
in regulating the general run of promotions 
from midshipman . to lieutenant. At that 
early age, the course of events will very 
rarely have furnished opportunities enough 
for the developement of abilities, or of any of 
those other attributes iI). a naval officer,. by 
which alone .men in whose hands the dis­
tribution of patronage is vested could be able 
to regulate promotion according to what is 
called strict justice. In practice, according-

, Jy, for one midshipman that is made a lieu­
tenant for real services, there may be, for 
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aught I know, five hundred advanced from 
sheer favour. 

In some cases the Admiralty are the pa­
trons, in others tbe admirals in command of 
foreign stations, and, in some, a dash or 
parliamentary influence-like t.hat to which I 
stand mainly indebted-is the moving cause. 
But to whichever of these tbe promotion be 
due, it seems obvious that, precisely in pro­
pOl,tion to the absence of what are called 
claims for past services, the loa4· of obliga­
tion for the future is increased upon 1.11e· 
should~rs of those who are thus distinguished 
before their companions. I think, also, I 
am correct in stating, that in tbe great ma­
jority of cases the binding nature of this obli. 
gation is duly felt by the parties themselves; 
chiefly, perhaps, in consequence of the gen. 
tlemanlike spirit which, from causes to be 
investigated presently, pervades all ranks in 
the Navy. Upon the whole, therefore, I 
have little. doubt that the amount of exer· 
tion heartily employed in the public service, 
is greater 'under the present system than it 
could be rendered nnder any other distri. 
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butioo. ,of patronage bearing on the earlier 
stages of the profession.' It· will be quite' 
time enough :when we come to the more' 
advanced ranks~ 'to discuss the modifications 
which are ma.de, and of others which some 
people think ought to be made. in the rules 
which regulate promotions to' those higher 
offices of the N &I1y. 

I need scarcely add. that I allowed' none 
of these philosophical or political refine­
ments to disturb my enjoyment in the pos· 
session of my first commission. It is true, 
I felt the urgent necessity of spa~ing no 
pains to justify what had already been done 
for me, by making out, by the event, that 
the Secretary of the Admiralty, with the 
characteristic penetration of his family. had . 
only given me credit in advance for services 
wbich he reckoned upon being paid to the 
public, but which, without this well-timed 
lift. might have lain for ever beyond my reach. 
To have things put on such terms was. of 
course. exactly what I wished. I desired no· 
thing but opportunities; and before I slept 
that night had framed many a wise reso--
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lution, and erected many a oo~~um 
the air. as to the fittest met bP~r~Jl: 
the next step, never doubting as-4Qori 
as I was eligible to be made a com.li'r.liftijtcr.; 
that is to say. in a couple of years more, 
lome other equally friendly, equally power­
ful, and equally discerping patron would be 
foun'd to calculate, in like manner, "p<m the 
probable good to the country by my pro-

• motion! The result turned out widely dif-
ferent, however, ~s will be. seen in the se~qel; 
for it cost me six very hard, fagging years 
of tough work over many a land and sea, 

.e In every clime the sun's bright circle wanns," 

before I attained the stage I tbenthought...,...,. 
perhaps naturally enough-a great deal more 
accessible than it proved. . 

'·OL. II. o 
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CHAPTER IX.· 

liow TO EFFECT AN EXCHANGE. 

AFTER the first burst of rejoicing was over~ 
at this extraordinary good fortune. I began 
to disquiet myself. and not in vain, about 
my appointment, and to wish that, instead 
Qf being named to a line-of-battle ship, I 
had been ordered to join some more active 
vessel-a frigate, for instance. It may be 
said, thatno~hing could well be- more un-:-' 
reasonable than this discontent. and that I 
.ought quietly and thankfully to have taken 
the great good which had fallen to my lot, 
j~stead of worrying my friends and myself 
with fresh anxieties. 'Bu~ the very nature of 
ou.r business seems 'almost to require that 
officers should never rest satisfied with any 
thing. It would, of course, be nonsense to 
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deny that they should be ready to obey every 
order with clieerfulness and alacrity; but still 
it is quite consistent with this submission. 
that they should be eternally and earnestly 
bent on getting into higher and better situa­
tions for the exercise of such qualifications 
as they fancy themselves to possess. 

After a good deal of ruminating and plot­
ting.1 resolved to attack,' in person, that par-' 
ticular lord of the Admiralty whose depart", 
ment. it was to regulate the appointmellt of 
lieutenants. The actual promotion oroffic.ers. 
t may mention, is one thing-their distribu­
tion in the different ships another. In whose 
hands the first. and grandest. power of all re­
sides-I mean that of prornotion...--I shall 
not say, for many reasons-one of which is, 
that 1 really do not know; and even were I 
admitted to a knowledge of such an official 
secret, I· hardly think I could. v.enture to 
divulge it. I Shore-going people,' as we used 
in the cock-pit to style aU the rest of the 
world, have no means of forming. any just 
conception of the mysterious sort of dread 
Wilb which a naval officer enters the solemn 
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portico ~f the' Admiralty. ' , Whether> or not 
there be ant far advaneed stage of the::pro" 
fessiori~\vben;Portone !hils ,showered "her 
stars 'andigarter!l!upon an officer, ill,high 
professional command" or in high political 
station~at,:which :thnr immeasurable ,awe 
wears off, I cannot tell; but, as' far as I have 
yet "Observed, I have seldom seen one,: eten 
of the most favoured sons of Neptune, who, 
on entering the Admiralty, did not look grave 
as M l>assed that most attentive' of porters, 
Mr: Nutland, ~r whO) on coming out again., 
did f10t look still graver. ' 

I know not 'What I might do now, but in 
those early days it would, in sea language, 
have required a good strong purchase, to have 
induced me to apply, actually in the Admi­
ralty, to one of the' powerful demi-godswho 
rule there, within ,three days of my fi,rst 
promotion, and to beg I might be removed 
from It line~of-battle ship to a frigate. This 
change was what 'my wlll01e heart was; set 
upon, yet 110thing i could be 'more unreason" 
able tbanto'expect such: a thing; unless, 
therefore, ill 'welfe managed in some round-
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about way, it was ~bvioufl 1 sboulJlJ ge\, no;­
thing but a rap oyer the knuckles for my pains. 
I. accordingly, flatter myself that 1 set about 
thillB.fi'air-which theDllppeared to me the 
most'important thing in" thewprld~,,...ith 
some discretion. At all. events. my efi'or~s 
were crowned with success. 

I had little or no personal acquaintance 
with the officer whom it was mY;Qbject to 
move lIpon this occasion, or,to speak cor:­
reetly, be bad no knowJedgeof aue. II-new 
him well enough a8 one of, tbe best officers 
in' the Navy, and had heard him described 
aa an extremely good-natured and hospitable 
ml;ln. I had ·likewise often observed that 
people are generally in. the best 'humour, 
and most disposed to do kind things, about 
breakfast time, atter their bodies and minds 
bave had rest, and before the cares of the 
day have rumed theirthonghts. So I hired 
a hack ODe morning, tlotlong after my pro­
motion to lieutenant, andl'Oueout to .Cam­
berwell, to breakfast. with this Jord oC the 
Admiralty. I carried with me a Jetter of in­
troduction Cro.m a person who was intimately 
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llcquainted with him,wbich set fortb, that 
tbe bearer, before joining his sbip,,was 
anxioull' to bave tbe advantage of,an ac­
quaintance at' bead-quarters, who. might be 
useful to bim in lbe event of any difficulty 

-arising,' and so on. 
I took care to arrive some ten minutesbe­

fore 'the'breakfast hour, that by sending my 
. credentials' before me, I might ~ppear less 
-like an intruder. Yet a sly kind of expres­
sion 'on the veteran's countenance implied 
a suspicion or some design being intended 
upon his patronftge beyond the limits of his 
tea. and toast, which, by this time, stood 
smoking away. in great style on the table. 
Possibly, however, tbis was merely the sug­
gestion of my own evil conscience, for he let 
slip nothing which gave me the smallest rea­
son to suppose he dived into my thoughl$. 
I felt more and more embarrassed as the meal 
went on, for it seemed as if I should have no 
opportunity of pressing my suit. Whenwe 
rose, however, he said, ." Well, young officer, 
will you ride jnto town. with me 1" ,which 
words .threw 'mt into such a fidget, that I 
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eould verily have counted, time by thElsound 
'of my pulse. 

Of course, I accepted a proposal which 
'promised lome opening for popping the ques-
. tion withw hich my breast, indeed; was as full 
,Js ever. was that of a sighing swain on the. 
look out for an opportunity to win the favour 
of his mistress. Why all this anxiety should 

'haveexisied, I know not, or, at all events, 
I should despair of explaining the reason to 

'any one who has not served· six years its a 
'midshipman, 'and. become acquainted with 
the measureless difference which lies between 
'a migIity lord of the Admiralty and a poor 
lieutenant of only a few days' standing! 

Iri .spite of this huge interval between us, 
,however, 'we jogged on very agreeably to­
wards Charing Cross. :But my companion 

,gave me no opening ,to introduce the topic 
which was uppermost in my thoughts; and 
when he began a long story about SOlDe of 
'his own adventures at sea" my heart sunk 
within me. I, listened,- however, to what 
be said with such a prodigious 'degree of 
attention. that ·although I .. heard ·all the 
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-wor!Is,.not. a particle ()f: the ,sense entered 
'my head,My .. thoughts, inAact,. were ,far 
away, and I could fix them upon nothing 
but frigates. and transfers from ship to ship, 
;till I quite Corgot where .I was, Or in whose 
company I was travelling. I .suppose; my 
'companion' detected. by my over-acted at-­
,tention,<what was passing in· my mind, for 
De suddenly changed his subject; and, turq­
jug tome. said-,:-

.. Now, Mr. Lieutenant. I suppose some 
day you will get tired of your ship, and be 
wanting to effect an exchange 1 J, 

The certainty that :the .experienced. officer 
had read the whole of my story, while I was 
pretending to listen to his, flashed upon me 
~t once. and I felt that I was blushing down 
to, my boots. at ltavi~ been so caught., I 
was at first so confused that I said nothing, 
and he continued. 

" Should such a case arise, apply to me, 
and I'll see what call be done. But, I sup­
pose," added he. '~this can bardI! be the 
case yet. all you. are· not a very old officer, 
and have not joi.ned youdirst ship 1" 
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By this time I had rallied. and' being"re­
aolved not to lose so' good i'chance, 1 boarded 
my friend in a tri~e. ,', I 

" I am ready, sir, and willing. to serve;in 
any .hip or vessel the Admiralty .are:pleased 
~ put me into, and there js,nothing I desire 
10 much 88 to go afloat, and to be employed 
'al actively as possible. ButI .. hould . be 
glad, lir, to be in a frigate instead of a 74, 
if I could, 88 more likely to:.be.io tbe way 
of service; and I should take it GS verf.kind, 
sir, if. you would' transfer! me, now to" some 
ship of that class." 

" It .is.>out of the (question J quite oUt of 
the qnestion.!" he cried; ~'and .. eally,'" he 
added, 4' I must do the rising generation of 
.officers .the jasticeto say,·tbat modesty js 
110t a quality tbateucllmbers them; and you 
Scotcbmen, I tlbserve; in particular, are ,not 
likely to lose any good thing for want ,of 
asking fot: it." 

, If It is' but little, ... I ventured to retor~, 
If tbat I' lmowt' 'of Scotland, sit I' I .have 
been at aea,no", 'eix (1ears~ndJhOr~' in 
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which time I have been at home only twelve 
days!" 

"Ho! ho! 'my young fellow,". he ex­
. claimed; II so you are getting up a grievance, 
are you, to work on my compassion! This 
is a claim, is it!" 

.. No, sir; only I thougbt.it as well to 
-mention the circumstance, in the hope, that 
if yon should not be able to appoint me to a 
frigate, you might, perhaps. grant me the 
.lesser favour of a fortnight or tbree weeks' 
run to see my friends. But I would much 
rather-join a frigate, sir, as I consider the 
sea as my home, and -desire no other." 

This shot was aimed to hit the old officer 
.between. wind and water, and it took. effect, 
I could.see,just at the proper angle. Whe­
ther be tbougbt it got up to please" bim, or 
that be conSidered tbe sentiment deserving 
of encouragement, I know not;. but he re­
plied, with more earnestness tban he had 
yet shewn, 

.. Stick to that principle, my young friend; 
and always recollect, tbat no officer has any 
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.business on ahore,' until he . basf reached. the 
rank of· post-captain, nor even then, if by 
any means he can. employ himself .usefully 
aBoat. .In the meanwhile, I shall take you 
at your word, and appoint you to the. first 
vacancy in a frigate of which I have the 00-

.mination; but, mind, don't let .me see any 
. letter. from you asking for leave of absence. 
,Think of your ship; and YO,ur duty alone, 
and let home take care of itself •. But,.here 
is tho Admiralty gate, so .1 must biq .yon 
good by; and if you attend properly' to 
what I have just. said, you will be sure to 
get on." 
. .I <:ertainly. never did forget these few,bot 
judicious .words; and many a time.and oft; 
in subsequent years, when sorely pressed by 
temptations to depart.a little from their let..­
~er .or spirit" the friendly cau~ion bas come 
in .aid of resolutions of self-denial all bot 
overmastere!!. This generous little' morsel 
of encouragement, too,. at the end .of the 
Ilpeech, has often comforted me amidst very 
bitter disappointments. and helped to re­
animate hopes well nigh extinguished. As 



t~e remark, ~ovvever, was made very' possibly, 
aS,a mere piece of civility,. the offioer him~ 
self. now an old Admiral, ;would be surprised. 
I dare say, were he to learn :bowmaterially 
what he theil, said has influenced all mypro~ 
fessionallife from that hour to this. 
, Such maxims are of little, ' or ,110 avail, 
uriies~ they happen to fall in with the senti .. 
ments, of the party to whom they are ad­
dressed at the moment i but; on the .other 
hand, it will often happen .. that wher.e there 
happens already to be a disposition to, !lct 
well,without any precise, rule, to give that 
impulse a right direction,our ~esolution~ 
evaporate in words. I shall be very bappy, 
therefo~ if the foregoing anecdote; and what 
follows, shall meet the, eye of any young 
person similarly circumstanced with myself, 
and who may be dispos¢. in likemannerj 
to,layits instruction. to ; hea~t, and wear it 
like an amulet, to, ch~rm. away those ugly 
blue devils, which, ,let him be ever 60 fortu~ 
nate, will certainly ~e found to torment him. 
at some, tl,lfn -9'" other, in the rough path of 
his ,~ncertain, profession. 
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. '.It- '10 happened;- as 11earried~ afterwards, 
that' witbin an bc)ur after'the conversation 
above related, an officer, not' m~ch my senior, 
called at the Admiralty ~ to speak to inyCilm­
berwen patron,. pretty nearly' o~ the same 

. subject. He happened, however, not to take 
exactly the same view of things as I had 
done,' and the consequences of this' distinc-i 
tion were of some im portance to me. "~e had 
recently been appointed, it seemed, jieutenant 
of a' frigate; and, like me, had been desirous 
of going home . for a short while; But this 
wish not being encouraged, ,he had relin­
quished it nntil more pressing domestic mat­
ters having. occurred to render his presence 
at home necessary,' he .went agaill' to the 
Admiralty, and, a8 good luck would have it, 
on the very morning I had the interview,ot 
which the details Itava been given above. 

,Thia young man thought, and perhaps with 
Borne reason, that as tbe frigate to which he 
had been appointed was'in'dock, and likely 
to remain there (01' severa) months, his pre.; 
simce could not be absol'D.lely necessary; But 
bis, or rather my patron,·thought. otherwise j 
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for when the lieutenant signified his desire 
to go home, he was answered, that he; cerl. 
~ainly might go, if he chose to· give up' his 
appointment in the mean time, with the 
chance of being. named to another frigate 
at the: end ofa few months . 

• , This, however," said the official autho­
rity, "must be entirely your own act and 
deed ; for I don't like ships to be lying with':' 
out officers, and· shall put some one in. your 
place instantly, while you must incur the 
risk, when your leave expires, of not getting 
on board so fine a ship as the frigate yOIl 
now-· belong to. 

These· things being understood, the officer 
gave lip his ship, and into the vacancy thus 
made, as might be supposed, my name was 
immediately dropped; so that before night. 
I had my commission for His Majesty's ship 
Endymion, one of the finest, if not·the very 
finest frigate then in His Majesty's service. 
Thus all parties were satisfied. The appoint­
ing authority kept to his rule of not leaving 
s,tlips without officers l the lieutenant,whose 
place I fell into, had his run home; and 
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I, obtained the object l,had; so .anxiously. 
desired • 

. Some months afterwards, I received a visit­
from an old friend and messmate, .then lieu­
tenant of another frigate which anchored· 
alongside of us •. In the course' of conver­
sation, I learned that be had been the :very 
person who made way so opportunely for me. 
A. there is almost as much difference' be­
tween ships afloat as there is between houses 
00 shore, it will be easily understood ~hat 
the chances were against my friend's gain­
ing by the exchange he had made. He ex­
pressed his regret with much bitterness of 
spil'it, vowing that in future he would take 
precious good care how he let go such a 
chance as he saw me profitting by. 

'Indeed I belie,e no man or boy ever en.,' 
joyed himself more entirely than I did UpOll 
the occasion of my appointment to the En­
dym.ion.. After what had passed in front of 
the Admiralty gate,. between one of its most 
potent lords and. myself, 1 could not •. of 
course, dream for an instant of asking leave 
to go home. In fact, all my thoughts and 
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wishes, asleep or awake, ran' so entirely upon 
frigates, that I badgered the tailors' lives out 
till my 'new coat was made. after which I 
set off' to' take up my commission, at Chat­
ham,went on board. reported myself to' the 
senio .. lieutenant; and then. b1lt not till then, 
felt myself; in good faith, an officer at last! 

The Endymiol1, which I find described in 
one of my glowing epistles of that period. ail 
being ,It divinely beautiful," was snug enough 
ill dock ; and I regretted much to hear that, 
she wwilikely to remain there, to complete 
ller repairs, fOI! two or three months at least. 
She had been for several years actively em­
ployed in the Mediterranean; and, amongst 
other rubs, had got welt peppered in passing 
the Dardanelles. Upon that memorable oc­
easion, several of those' hllge granite shot, 
used by the Turks. struck her, killing and 
wounding' many of her people. One of these 
stones had stuck fast in her side, and weighed 
llpwards of seven hundred pounds. 

The object of taking a ship into a dry 
dock, as it is called. is to have the means of 
examining and repairing those parts, which, 
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when she is a6oat~ lie u~der wilter. The cop,;. 
per, for example, which.is generaIly stripped 
off, is replaced by newly-rolled: sheets, and 
the keel, cutwater" stern-post. and rudder; 
minutely overhauled. _ Within the ship, too~ 
all sorts of repairs are carried on. The decks 
may require ripping lip or caulking, and 
most of the bulkheads need examination. 
In short, _a stranger would almost faney the 
dock-yard· artificerS' were tearing. t~e poor 
ship to pieces- instead of refitting her. t .• 

Of course, when matters co-me to this ex­
tremity, and hundreds of wor"kmen·are ham'" 
mering and ·sawing away in every Corner. it 
is impossible the officers' and crew can live 
in the midst of the noise and confusion; nor, 
if they could, would' it be easy'to keep·them 
out of the way of the wOrkmeni Abroad, 
indeed. they are obliged to live- oil' board,. or 
when the demands of the service are urgent. 
But as this is always troublesome to the 
workmen, and unspeakably disagreeable- to 
all the parties concerried, the usual practice, 
when a ship requires ektensive repairs, is to 
move the officers and ship's company intQ 

VOL. II. l' 
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what IS called a. hulk. This is a sort of 
floating house, lying in the harbour. along­
side which the ship is lashed. Sometimes, 
lIowever, she is taken, as the Endymion was, 
into dock j in which case her crew remain 
on board the. hulk, and hold communication 
with their ship by mean~ of boats. 

These temporary abodes are generally old 
superannuated ships, moored, head and stem, 
by strong chaius in the middle of the stream, 
and fitted up comfortably enough, for the 
temporary residence of the crews of men-of­
war nnder repair. The word hulk naturally 
recalls the unpleasant idea of a convict ship j 
and, in fact. there is not, in appearance, any 
great· difference between. the tw:o, only we 
have not iron bars placed across our ports and 
cabin windows; though we do look pretty 
nearly as black and prison-like as any float­
ing jail amongst them. We passed our time, 
however, very comfortably for more than 
three. months, in the old Brakel, a Dutch 
ship taken in 1796. But as out" own frigate 
was all this time in the hands of the dock­
yard, we,· the officers, who alone remained, 
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had but few duties to attend to. The sailors 
and marines had all been discharged from 
the frigate before I joined her. 

For all the purposes of His Majesty's 
senice, therefore, I, for my part, might 
certainly have been fully as well employed at 
home in scraping an acquaintance with my 
nearest relations-of whom I had seen little 
or nothing for so many years-as in co­
operating with my shipmates in getting up 
amusements at Chatham. The particular 
terms upon which I had received myappoint­
ment, however, made it quite impossible for 
me to ask leave of absenc~; and long before 
such a chance occurred again, death and 
sickness, alas, had done their work in thin­
ning the circle I was not allowed to join, at 

, the only period I could have visited Scotland 
without loss of professional time. 

But I was vastly too happy with my new­
ly-acquired rank in the world to let this or 
any thing else discompose me, and I set to 
work upon half a dozen different pursuits at 
once, from thinking that such an opportu­
nity of leisure might not soon return. Ac-
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cordingly" t~e second lieutenant and myself. 
being desirous of improving ourselves iu 
modem lang~ages, andJ}ot readily finding 
IL' French teacher" at Chatham. engaged a 
gentlemaI;t to comefro~"London to live with 
us, in order, as we said, to combine rigorous 
study with familiar interc.ourse. This an­
swered pretty 'Yell; and JVhat with anele­
mentary course of JIlathematics, an active 
correspondence with a scientific friend on 
geology and l,inearperspective,an hour or 
two of e~ery day in drawing, as many in 

, riding, to., say nothing of the numerous din­
ner pa~,ties, and pleasant evenings spent in 
flirting and dancing with the belles of the 
dock~yard, and parts adjacent, we managed 
to let off some portion of th,e high pressure 
of animal spirits, which all this unexpected 
good fortune had. given birth to. 

The, first thing, I well remember, which 
broke across this whirl, of idleness-for, in 
fact, it was little more, though dignified with 
the name of study-was the account, pub­
lished on the 1st of September, 1808, -of 
" Lieutenant-general Sir Arthur WeUesley's 
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successes at Vimeira over the French army 
in Portugal, on the 17th and 21st of August;>' 
When we contrasted our own useless, lan­
guid situation, as far as public action was 
concerned, with the hard work to which the 
sister service was exposed, we became ex­
ceedingly impatient to be in the midst of 
the fray; and, as"we naturally participated 
in the furious, but, as it now appears, the 
ill-founded outcry, raised immediately after­
wards,' all over the country, against the Con­
vention ofCintra, we rejoiced to find that we 
should ere long be at sea. The ship was no 
sooner warped out or dock than we were 
supplied with several hundred· seamen and 
marines, and the equipment went on like 
magic. The language-master disappeared, 
Euclid was put on the shelf, and the young 
ladies of Chatham and Rochester • sighed, 
and looked, in vain,' for those faithless beaux, 
who, buta week before, they had some reason 
to imagine were far more devoted to their 
service than to that of His Majesty! 

'In the beginning of October, we learned 
for the first time that the coa~t of Spain was 
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our destination --"- a piece' of news that fell 
i~ admirably with the tone of our spirits~ 
vehemently roused, as they naturally were, 
at that strange juncture, by the sudden rise 
of the Spaniards' against the French in the 
Peninsula. We soon got ready for sea; 
and on the 17th of October, 1808, started 
from our moorings in thel\'1edwIlY. Before 
the month was ended, we sailed from Spit­
head. for Corunna, with upwards of two hun­
dred .transports, containing troops for Sir 
John Moore's army. In three weeks we 
reachedouX' port with the greater number 

• of our ~ock; and here a totally new scene 
opened upon us. 
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CHAPTER X. 

FIRST GLIMPSE OF SPAIN. 

01' all European countries, Spain is probably 
that which, to English eyes atleast, hal the 
most decidedly foreign aspect; and, conse­
quently, is the one which least disapPl?ints a 
traveller's expecta~ion when he first visits it: 
Italy, no doubt, is more fertile in subjects of 
enduring interest, and will bear minute exa':' 
mination better; but I speak at this moment' 
chiefly of the romantic as well as historical', 
and, in some respects, classical associations 
which engage our feelings towards Spain:, 
These are of so varied and singular a natul'e 
in themselves, and are so curiously mingled 
together in our thoughts, that the resulting 
impl'ession, even on the dullest minds. is not· 
a little dazzling, while upon those gifted 
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with any fancy at aU, it is in the highest 
degree inspiring. 

It matters little whether we cast our eyes 
far back into its history or take a nearer 
glance. or whether we dive into the,middle 
periods. The' contest of the Romans under 
Pompey, with Sertorius and the guerillas of 
those early days, marks how emi~ently well 
the Peninsula is adapted for that species of 
~fllre, Whicp. i~ later ~im~s. after many 
c~qtur~so.r .seve.r~ t,ighti!lg. thr!lstout the 
Moors •. atl.~. more recently ~till,cut IiIO deeply 
P,tto the ,arD}ies of Napoleon. The ve,ry name 
~f thel\foors is enqugh tQ caU up before 
the fancy the sb,ewy turbans and glittering 
cimeters, the strange military religion of the· 
~resc!lnt. and al. the hardihood of the fol­
Jqwers of l\I~poQlet. We have placed before 
~s. likewise, Cordova .and Granada. with its 
p~lace of the Alhambra. clad with a thou­
!Sand or.iental images, .wh~ch. if not indige­
p.O\JS to ~he_ soil. were so lOl!g established 
there, that they~ill continue to give a pe~ 
culiar character to the inhabitants of that 
~ountry, probably for ages yet to come. 
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The days of knight-er.rantry whicb suc­
ceeded the crusades, must ever shed a mys~ 
rious kiod of interest over. those higbly~ex­
citing periods which preceded the revival of 
letters j and t,4is interest is not lessened~ but, 
on the contrary,.ratber enhanced by the en­
chanting work of Cervantes. For it may be 
rema,ked, that the author contrives to imbue 
every part of his narrative. with such a gene­
rous and gentlemanlike. tone of chivalrous 
feeling, that one is apt, in reading jt,. to 
regret that nearly all traces of such things 
are now gone. . Weare even led to suspect, 
lometimes, that Geryant.es himself must have 
grieved in his heart at the destruction of the 
fantastic but gfl~ceful edifice which his too 
"uecessful satire was knocking to pieces. At 
all events, it is quite clear (whether with or 
.without reaSOn is DO greatmaUer). that every 
ODe, after reading DOll Quixote, conceives he 
has a distinct notion of Spain and its man­
Del'S. And as most things in that slow­
moving country are at this bour pretty nel).rly 
what th~y were iD the days of Sancho. tl.le 
JIlod~m travJlller, .witha little help f .. om his 
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fancy, can easily transport himself back to 
those times, which have almost as distinct a 
place in his memory'as any through which 
he himself can have passed. Such, indeed, is 
the graphic skill oftMs incomparable writer, 
that Iwould even go fartber,and say,that 
I am not conscious of retaining in my me­
mory more than a very few real scenes, and 
all of early date, which are more vividly 
traced on the mind than those over which 
the worthy knight of La Mancha and his 
squire performed theil- most delightful of all 
journies in quest of adventures. 

The history of Columbus, too, with all its 
slaughters and treasures, is pressed into the 
service of, our imagination, along with his 
cold-hearted patrons, the Reyes Catolicos; 
the celebrated Ferdinands and Isabellas of 
the sixteenth century; and so strongly are 
we fascinated by the deeds of those romantic 
times, that the very words Castile and Arra­
gon~Mexico and Peru-Cortez and Pizarro 
"-in spite of all their horrors, compel us to 
admire the energy of days, supposed by some 
to be now quite gone by. I 'certainly am 
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not of this opinion; but, be that as it may~ 
tbose aocient events have left behind them 
tbe most strik.ing marks of their existence 
in every corner or" the Peninsula-just as 
tbe Moorish occupation oC the country for 
BO many centuries, has left a portion oC its 
swartby bue to tbe inhabitants, and given a 
cbaracter at once of vigour and of ornament 
to their beautiCullanguage. 

The Inquisition, and tbe whole framework 
of Catholicism in Spain, tbough tbey ,vsmld 
be intolerable for us to live under, have by 
no means failed to contribute their share of 
picturesque interest to that country, when 
viewed at a little distance. Our imagination, 
I have often found, is nry curiously acted 
upon·when we come into the actual presence 
of such things for the first time in our lives. 
Up to the moment of our visit, although we 
CaDnotreasonably deny their existence, we 
have yet a sort oC latent doubt as to their 
being real; and are apt, accordingly, to come 
to the falsest conclusions. 

AU mankind, at least all European man­
kind, take a merry BOrt oC interest in Spain, 
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from the scampish adventures of Gil BIas, 
which forma capital low-life pendant to the 
proceedings of the well-bred Don Quixote. 
With all its coarseness, and in spite of the 
hero being a thorough-bred Frenchman in 
thought, word, and deed, there are left so . 
many touches of genuine Spanish, as well 
as of universal nature, in Gil Bias, that the 
picture of peninsular manners is incomplete 
without him. exotic though he be. 

To whichever side, therefore, we tum our 
.ttention on viewing Spain, we discover more 
'objects purely fanciful, or which are raised 
,above the vulgarity of evely-day life. than 
we cali,' perh,-ps. expect to meet with in 
!ll,most any other country. By f~r the greater 
part, indeed. of·what we know of its' history 
tlnd adventures belongs to. the imagination, 
and thus comes to occupy a place in our 
tho~ghts side by side with .those fairy lands. 
of which, while many of the incidents are 
wild and impossible. there is yet preserved 
enough of resemblance with our own world 
to claim - we scarcely know now ~ our 
~trongest sympathy. 
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When to these permanent sources of in .. 
terest we come to superadd the reflected heat 
of that ~nthusiasm which had set the Penin .. 
Bula in a blaze. about the middle of the year 
1808. in consequence of Napoleon's designs 
against that country, it will easily be under­
stood that we newly-fledged officers, looked 
about us with delight "and astonishment at 
first landing; and that we caught with eager~ 
ness at every lit~le symptom which ministered 
to the passions, and prejudices, and wild~x­
pectations. we had imported with us • 

.. First from his trance the heroic Spaniard woke; 
His chains he broke, 

And casting off his neck the treacherous yoke, 
lIe called on England-on his generous foe I 

For well he knew, that wheresoe'er 
Wise policy prevailed, or brave despair, 

Thither would Britain's liberal succours flow, 
lIer arm be present there." 

SOUTHEY'S ~era TriumpAale. 

Thus sings the most truly Spanish poet that 
was ever born out of that noble peninsula. 
For it is difficult, indeed, to conceive, and 
still more difficult to find, even in Spain, any 
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author who seems to possess a deeper or a 
more genuine poetical enthusiasm in every 
thing relating to that country. than marks 
almost every word which this powerful writer 
has said upon it. 

Of course. like our betters. we gave the 
Spaniards credit. in advance. on, the present 
.occasion, for every patriotic virtue under the 
sun, including military courage and disci­
pline, a generous self-devotion to the pa­
triotic cause, and, above all, a total absence 
of jealousy towards those allies whose wealth 
and strength were streaming in upon them, 
to aid them in the unequal contest with their 
gigantic enemy:. 

It cost us .some time before these goodly 
visions were swept away, and we became 
sensible, by sharp experience, that although 
the Spaniards are the most agreeable com­
·pany possible, and their history the most 
romantic in the western world. they are the 
very worst persons on earth to co-operate 
with in services requiring. besides mere 
animal courage, the qualities of promptitude 
of action. and fidelity to concerted arrange-
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Plent. These attributes, whic~ are the life 
and soul of all military operations. are doubly 
necessary when allied forces are to act to­
gether, and where. of couTse. those habits 
of obedience aQd exa~t order which form 

_ the essence of discipline cannot be so fully 
established as when the whole army belongs 
to one nation.- But since the Spaniards will 
obey nobody but their own officers. and not 
always them. any military concert with such 

. people is totally out of the question. These 
truths are now as well known to military 
and naval. men as any proposition in the 
science 'of engineering; but many a brave 
fellow bit the .dust ere they were properly 
recognised. or acted upon in practice. The 
great and gallant. Sir. John Moore. whom. 
by the way, I saw carried from the field; 
though amongst the first. and certainly the 
noblest. was not the last victim to the de­
lusion. whicb borrowed ~rom history a cha­
racter and a name almost as unsuited to the 
modern Spaniard, as that of the • world's 

. maste.-s' would be if applied to the· Romans 
of the present day! 
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Of all thi!!, however. we knew nothing, 
and cared nothing, when we first anchored 
in the Endymion, off' the town' of Corunna, 
on the 8th of November. 1808~ As soon as 
circumstances allowlld of i.t; and the more 
active duty of disembarking the troops was 
over, another officer and myself obtained 
leave to go on shore, and having no fixed 
object in view, we landed at some distance 
from the city. The first thing that struck 
us as' curious was hearing two plough-boys 
on the top of the bank whistling, U for all 
the world,'" as my notes have it, "as' they 
do in England." i suppose we had expected 
to find every thing different, and were there­
fore surprised to encounter any objectg of 
resemblance. My com"panion being an older , 
traveller" was familiar with" such scenes;' but 
I think it was the fir'st time I "had landed 
in any country where the limguage, and more 
or less the mannen, were not English" In 
the West Indies~ indeed, where, as I should 
have before stated, we barely touched~· in 
my midshipman'S days, the scenery is widely 
dissimilar; but even the rudest negro there 
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jabbers English; and along the· continent of 
AlDerica there is no difference of moment iIi 
these respects. . 

I had taken a hammer on shore with me to 
break a specimen or two of the rock for a geo­
logical friend; and I dare say the youths were 
quite as much surprised to see an officer in a 
cocked hat and sword cracking stones, as the 
said officer had been· to hear them whistling 
at their plough. As our beads were ~?re 
full of the patriotic mania, then at its height, 
than of geology, we at once commenced ex­
perimenting on tbis point.with our tlew ac­
quaintances; and I said to one of them, in 
Spanish, previously got ready for the pur­
pose, by help ofthe dictionary and grammar, 
II What sort of a person is Bonaparte?" 
.. How do you like him?" 

.. Que tal? - What does he seem to me 1" 
-bawled out the young Galician, punning, 
loud enough to be heard halfway to the ship: 
II No es Buenaparte, sino llIalaparte!" II He 
is a bad:..--bad-hearted fellow," he continued, 
"and if I only had him here; you should 
see bow I would beat him to pieces." Then 

YOLo II. Q 
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stepping forward, he snatched the hammer 
from my hand,and thumped away so lustily 
at his own breast, that I almost thought he 
would knock a hole in it, in practical illus­
tration of his enthusiasm . 
. We then tried him on the other tack, and 

called oat t( Viva Fernando Septimo !" 
.. Ah -Viva! viva!" screamed out both 

the youths, t( and may George the Third 
also live for a thousand years!" It was 
chiefly out of such va pouring materials that 
people, whose imaginations were ready to 
take fir~, were kindled into enthusiasm, as 
they supposed. And; accordingly, after we 
parted from the boys, we strode along the 
hills with all the animation of those classical . . 
heroes, the knights-errant of romance, come 
to deliver a magnanimous nation from the 
grasp of foreign tyranny-to hurl the despot 
from his throne-and to perform those pro­
digies of valour which mean nothing at all ! 

Upon the first notification we had of our 
probable destination, shortly before leaving 
England, I had written off to a friend who I 
knew had acquaintances in Spain, and begged 
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him to send me letters of introduction. By. 
return of post came simply a parcel by the, 
mail, but no letter. I knew the handwriting. 
and opened the packet with some curiosity. 
It contained nothing but a Spanish grammar 
and dictionary, without any note or mes­
sage. The hint, however, was sufficiently 
broad; and in consequence two of my mess­
mates besides myself, after a good laugh 
at the quaintness of the implied' adyice, 
commenced that very day to study the, 
language which was to serve as our best 
introduction to the inhabitants of ~he new 
country we were about .to visit. Both 
my fellow-students got on rapidly; and one, 
of them, in particular, who possessed in 
a high degree the enviable faculty of ac­
quiring languages, succeeded so well, that 
before we reached Corunna he had mas­
tered the elementary stage iii of the gram­
mar, and only waited for practice to give 
him a just pronunciation and a greater 
command of sentences. The other officer 
followed at some distance' in his friend's 
wake; but it was nearly as many months 
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before I could accomplish, by hard labour, 
as much as these gentlemen had gained 
readily in a few weeks :~o great is the dif­
ference between men's capacities in this re­
spect. I believe. however, that I materially 
-retarded my own progress, by tormenting 
myself too much with the grammar, and by 
endeavouring to get a number of insulated 
words by heart. The system of Dufief, called 
now, if I mistake not, the Hamiltonian me­
thod, appeal's to be far the best for persons 
who, like us, were anxious to acquire, as 
soon as possible, the habit. of conversi.ng in 
a foreign language, without being particu­
larly desirous to go deep into the subject, 
or in the first instance to master its refine­
ments. 

The principle of this metllOd, as most peo­
ple are perhaps aware, lies in committing to 
memory, asa primary step, a great Dumber, 
not of insulated words, but sentences, of 
more or less length and complication, and 
having these so completely ready for use, that, 
when any idea suggests itself, the words will 
follow as readily as they do when the ex-
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pression is reqqired to ~e giveQ in our native 
language. By thi» means, M. DuGef assures 
us, and I have had ample means of knowing 
the truth of hill assertion, pot only are many 
mQre words acquired than by any other me-. 
thod, but, insensibly, though correctly and 
611D1y, a considerahle part or-the grammar 
i. likewi~e taught. Then, and not till then, 
the rules thematlTes may be looked at with 
advantage i for at this stage only can tbeir 
meaning be &0 well understood &IS to. render 
them available in the practice of speaking. 
To commence with grammar, in learning a 
spoken language. ia perhaps the most com .. 
plete instance of putting the cart before the 
horse that is anywhere to be met with. How 
is it that children learn their own language t 
Not by grammatical rules certainly. And 
why· should grown people disdain to follow 
Jlature in her method of teaching the art of 
speaking 1 Such is M. Dufief's very simple 
"and obvious reasoD,ing"j and experience seems 
to shew its solidity. 

Some twelve years afier the period I am 
pow writing about. I wIllS sent to South 
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America in command of a ship; and one 
of the first things I did was to get several 
copies of Dufief's book. adapted to the 
Spanish languag~. It. bears the affected 
title of" Naturaleza Descubierta, or Nature 
Displayed inber Mode of teaching Languages 
to Man/' The first volume consists en­
tirely of sentences, beginning with short and 
easy ones, and going on to others lo~er and 
.more idiomatic: the second, of grammatical 
rules, with copious and clear examples ; and 
although I think the verbs .are expanded to 
a needless and troublesome length, nothing 
can be more satisfactory. than the explana­
tions. That is to say, if they are studied 
only by persons who have already grappled 
manfully with the first volume. and thus put· 
themselves in possession of a considerable 
mass of the language, including the gram­
mar. though, all the while, they may be no 
more conscious of thi~ fact than a child is 
aware that it is chattering grammatically in . 
its own mother-tongue. . 
. 'In South America. when amongst the 
Spariish colonists, I put Dufief's book into the 
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hands of the midshipmen under my charge, 
and recommended it also to several 'of the 
officers who applied themsehtes to the study 
of Spanish by this method. An immediate 
e1fect in every instance was obvious; aud it 
was very pleasing to notice how much, a~ter 
a little time, the grammar, which in general 
is the greate.st of all conceivable. bores, and 
a positive impediment to conversation, be­
came a help to the students. I. freqQeJ'ltly 
observed my young friends dipping, as it is 
called, . a good way ahead, and searching, 
with no small curiosity. amongst tbe rules, 
in the second volume. in order to ascertain 
whether or not the notions they had. them­
selves formed on this subject, by the mere 
study of tbesentences in . the first !olume, 
were correct or otherwise. In this way gram­
mar may be rendered,. as it ought to be, a 
powerful auxiliary ; just as a knowledge of 
the principles of mechanical philosophy ma­
terially assists a seaman in the management 
of a ship's sails-or an acquaintance. with 
astronomy directs the eye, and gives preci­
sion to tbe hand of the navigator who has 
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already learned the ordinary manipulations 
of bis art. 

In tbecourse of sen ice I have had occa~ 
sion to find it useful, and in some cases 
absolutely necessary, to study French, Spa~ 
nish, Hindustani, and Malays. On all these 
occasions I unfo~t\.mately went the wrong way 
to work, by commencing with the grammar, 
and not choosing to go faster with my tongue 
than I could follow with my head. The con .. 
sequence was, that the unintelligible gram .. 
mar entangled itself so inextricably with the 
words, that the sentences which, had they 
been iearnt by ear alone, would have flowed 
readily, were in general found to jostle one 
another, and to fall so far behind the sense, 
that, instead of being a pleasure to converse 
in a foreign tongue, it became a positive pain. 

It is so very great aft advantage to nautical 
men, to possess a knowledge of the dialects 
spoken in other countries, that I venture 
again and again to recommend it as. one of 
the primary· studies to which a young sailor's 
attention should be directed. Of course I 
mean his chief extra study ...... for his strictly 
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profesilional duties mUllt, at all times, and 
under all circumstances, .be hill. first obj ect. 

I was once in a Spanish port, where it be,.. 
came my duty to open a correspondence with 
the local authorities, and it was of the greatest 
importance to get answers speedily. Speed, 
however, is not the quality fO!' which the 
worthy Dons are most remarkable; and I 
was vexed to.find that the only interpreter 
which th~ local government could pr0p-ure 
was a renegado English seaman, an illiterate 
fellow who, from having made a certain num .. 
ber of voyages to Cadiz, besides being con­
fined a year as prisoner of war at Ferrol, 
readilyunderto* the office pflinguist. Even 
his English was Dot the most classical; but 
his Spanish was a horrible jumble indeed! 

It is the established custom in the Navy 
for all .our communicati.ons on official busi­
ness to be written in English. - not in the 
language of the country where we may have 
anchored. It is .obvious that this is neces­
Bary; for D.o stranger could be expected to 
convey his meaning so accurately in a. fo­
reign language as not occasionally to commit 
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his o.wn authorities at home, upon some point 
of language: and it is quite enough, as most 
governments, I suspect, know too well, to 
have the other sins of their officers to answer 
for, without adding to their mistifications 
the errors which would arise from communi­
cating in a strange dialect. 

On the occasion above alluded to, I had 
good. -reason to know that my despatches, 
however clearly they might be expressed in 
English, would stand no chance of convey­
-ing to the Spaniards any notion whatsoever 
of my meaning, if subjected to the process, 
miscalled translation, adopted by their pre­
cious interpreter, nicknameq by them" Juan 

_ Ingles," probably from his knowing so little 
Spanish~ In this dilemma I adopted a prac­
tice recommended to me by an experienced 
hand in such matters, which, from its obvious 
-nature, I suppose, must be often followed 
in like circumstances. _ By the help of my 
books, I -concocted the best translation I 
could of my own letter, got the clerk to 
copy it, and placed it under the same cover 
with the original English despatch, but 
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without signature, or any other mark which 
could impart to it an official character. 
Possibly the Spanish was not. in strictness, 
much more purely Castilian than the trans­
lation which Don Juan, the interpreter, would 
have hammered out; but I felt quite sure of 
its being truer to my own meaning tban any 
thing whicli could have been produced by a 
person so completely uneducated, and so in­
capable of really understanding the se~~e of 
the English letter itself. 

The result, at all events, was, that the 
Spanisb authorities sent their answer in as 
reasonable a time as could be expected from 
persons of tbeir, habits, and probably quite as 
800n as they, would have done had my de­
spatch b;en written in the choicest Spanish. 
What was m~re to the purpose. I had ge­
nerally the satisfaction of seeing that the 
meaning I had wished to convey was not 
misunderstood. 

Before leaving tbis subject -of the utility 
oflanguages to officers, which, though no­
body can possibly doubt it, few people appear 
sufficiently 'aware of-I may mention one 
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anecdote, out of many, which might be ad­
duced in favour of such acquirements. 

We contrived, when Sir Samuel Hood bad 
bis flag in the Minden 74, as commander­
in-chief in bdia, to run our ship on the 
Colcroon shoal. which lies on the Coro­
nlandel coast, forty or fifty leagues south of 
Madras. There iii not much tide in those 
seas. but what little there wail appeared 
-to be ebbing, so tbat the ship fixed her. 
self firmly on the edge of the shoal; and 
as there was every appearance of our being 
under the necessity of lightening the ship of 
her guns and storeil before she could be hove 
off, the Admiral was anxious to have the 

_ assistance of boats. and rafts, on which to 

place th~se things. • 
At that time, I was fifth lieutenant of 

the ship, and being despatched in tbe jolly­
boat to get assistance of the description 
alluded to, and also to ascertain exactly 
whereabouts we were, felt not a litHe puzzled 
how to proceed. The night was dark, I had 
no knowledge of tbe coast, and tbe usual 
heavy iUrf wbich prevails along tbis whole 
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ahore was rolling on the beach; so that, 
although there walbut little wind, I saw 
no chance of being able to effect a landing. 
To have returned to the Admiral, bowever, 
with a cock-and-a-bull story of difficulties 
not overcome, would have ruined me for 
ever in the opinion of that great and most 
energetic officer, who, as he never made 
a difficulty himself, had little patience for 
tbose persons under his command, who,. in 
place of executing the service required, were 
ingenious in substituting good reasons for. 
having failed. I therefore rowed on for se:' 
veral miles, in great doubt what to do. To; 
have attempted crossing the surf on the 
sbores of the Carnatic, in a man-of-war's 
jolly-boat; would have served no purpose 
but giving the sharks a supper. At length, 
to my great joy, we hit upon one of the 
natives fishing from a catamaran, the rudest 
of all sea-goi~g contrivances. It consists 
of" couple of logs, each six or eight feet 
long, lashed side by side together; and on 
this the man places ,himself on his knees, 
resting the weight of his body chieflyog 
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the heels; for if his feet were left to dangle 
overboard, they would very soon be snapped" 
off by John Shark. My acquaintance with 
Hindustani was not very extensive; but as 
I had made ajourneynotlong before, across 
the peni~sula of India, from Madras to Bom­
bay, what I knew proved quite enough to 
enable me to hold a conversation with this 
fisherman, and to learn from him that we were 
off a place called Porto Novo. He added, 
that" if I could only get into the creek, the 
Company's master-attendant would readily 
furnish any numbel' of boats and raft!! for 
the purpose required by the Admiral. 

On asking this poor fellow" w here the en- " 
trance was, he pointed to the surf,and said 
there was a passage at least ten feet wide, 
adding that nothing could be easier than get­
ting safely through. Not the smallest open­
ing, nor any thing like one, could I see, but 
only a huge, boiling surf, guarding the whole 
shore, like a great rampart of snow, or rather 
of coral- for in those regions such frigid 
images never strike the fancy. A small 
hlibe induced the Hindoo fisherman to haul 
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up his stone anchor, to seize his double­
bladed paddle. and to act as our pilot. r 
was a little posed at first by his technicali­
ties. till I got into the bow of the boat. just 
astern of his catamaran. and made him point 
out the path we were to follow. Had I not 
possessed a certain scantling oChislanguage, 
however. I should hardly have been justified 
in poking into such a place in so dark a 
night. The passage was sufficiently terrific. 
even with a pilot---and without one it would, 
have been completely impracticable. By 
waiching the· surf as it broke. and using the 
other precautions necessary in such cases, 
,we succeeded in getting into still water within' 
the cove or creek of Porto Novo. 

The master-attendant was just stepping 
into bed. when I beat up his quarters. With 
the decision which belongs to every branch 
of our admirable Indian administration, he 
drew on his jacket. caught up his straw· 
hat, lying on the top of his palanquin in the • 
comer of the verandah. and was half way 
across the compound. or enclosure. of his 
bungalow. in two miQutes after I had d~-



240 FRAGMENTS OJ' 

livered Sir Samuel Hood's message. In less 
than a quarter of an hour from that time, all 
the male inhabitants 01 the village, suddenly 
roused up from their sleeping mats, were 
assembled on the banks of the river, launch­
ing their boats and ~atamarans, so that the 
scene which an instant before had formed, 
by its perfect stillness, such a. curious con­
trast to the tumultuous sound of the waves 
beyond, now almost rivalled the surf in up­
roar. The natives of India, it is right to 
m~ntion, accompany every description of la­
bour with a wild song, not very musical, 
perhaps, but always harmonious to ears 
which. drink in with delight, as mine have 
ever ~one, all sorts of sounds connected with 
the fairy regions of the Ea~tern world. 

I waited till I saw ten 9r a doz~n great 
boats, and as many rafts, afloat, and then 
observed to the master-attendant, that I 
thought he and I had better recross the surf, 

• and, by rowing on board quickly, ,let the 
Admiral know the assistance he sent for was 
coming to him • 

• , I beg your pardon, my good sir," replied 
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this experienced public officer, laughing ;~' I 
know the cut of your. commander-in-chief's 
jib far too well for that ! CO!lsider how 
foolish I should look, were.I to take a paS" 
sage with you, as,you are good enougb to 
offer ine, and all these fellows were to walk 
back again. to bed, as Boon as I ·had reached 

. the back of the surf. No, no; go you off 
to the Minden, give my compliments to Sir 
Samuel, and tell· him I shall not leave, ~he 
harbour till the last of the boats is. olit, 
and that I sball keep in the rear of my cata­
maran fleet, pushing them on till they are 
all safe alongside the flag ship." 

It was well I' adopted this suggestion; 
for, on my regaining·the Minden, before the 
native boats and rafts were in sight, the 
Admiral naturally supposed I had failed in 

. my mission, and hegan one of those pithy 
and pertinent lectnres for which naval disci­
pline is so famous. He had only reached as 
far as..,-" Well, sir, and what the -- has 
brought you back l"-when I ravished his 
ears by the news of a set of boats, capable 
of holding half the guns in his ship, being 

VOL. 1I. R 
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almost in sight. In fact. the first detach­
ment' of the master-;attendant's mosquitO 
squadron. as the' sailors' called it. were then 
actually within hearing, though scarcely in 
sight. for tbe sup, still far below the horizon, ' 
was only just beginning to send forward some 
faint touches of a dawn. Ere long. how­
ever, the Minden was surrounded by the na­
tives. and the master:..attendant himself, leap­
ing 00: board, explained to the Admiral the 
nature of the 'Colcroon shoal. and encouraged 
him to eXpeCt thalin 'a veiysbOrt time the 
ship would again be iUloat. 

The sequel of this &tory I must defer to 
another opportu'nity, as it has' no immediate 
referenCe to the subject in hand-I mean, 
the utility of a knowledge of foreign lan­
guages to naval officers. But it is now high 
time we should return to our first walk along , 
the granite cliffs of Corunna. 
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CHAPTER .XI. 

SPAll'lSH THBATllICALS ,,1I'D EliGLISH CRITICS. 

As we atrolled along the path leading to 
tb.e heights of Santa Cruz; which overJ~ok 
the town of Corunna, every peasant, we met 
with .saluted. us, and wished us good day. 
This custom, which, I believe, is universal in 
Spanish countries, we set down to tbe feel­
ing of the moment, and were gratified ac­
cordingly. On coming to a village, we ob';' 
served a wine-house crowded with people, 
and thinking this a good opportunity for 
studying manners, in' we entered. Every 
one took off his hat, and rose, while the land­
lord stepped forward with a cup of his best 
beverage. Of course, ~e drank to the health 
of Fer din and the Seventh, which appeared to 
please them amazingly, for the men shOOk 
hands with us in tum aswetook leave. 
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On a little grass plat in front of the house. 
several women were asSembled. They had 
heard that some English officers were in the 
pulperia, as these public-houses are called, 
and had crowded round to see what was to be 
seen. As I could not then be aware that it 
was contrary to the customs of the country 
for gentlemen to shake hands with ladies, I 
naturally offered mine to a very pretty young 
person standing near the door~a tall. black­
eyed girl, deeply bronzed by the ardent sun 
of the Peninsula""':a circumstance which in 
no respect lessened the interest of the pic­
ture in our eyes. which were looking about 
for any thing and every thing characteristiC. 
The Spanish damsel startled at this un­
wonted freedom, drew· back amongst the 
group of women; upon which, of course, I 
could do no less than pay her some compli­
ment upon her bashfulness. This. however. 
I could only effect by repeating two or three 
of the most sOundin:r and pompous phrases 
I had that morning got by heart out of the 
Spauish grammar. 

The want of keeping between these high-
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BoWn expressions and the occasion which 
drew them forth,' added to the defective pro ... 
nunciation. in which they must have been 
uttered by a· perso~ who .had never before 
tried to speak the language. ~et.ofF the. whole 
party. ma~e and female. into a.loud, but good-:­
natured laugh. Upon hearing which, the 014 
gentleman came from the house~ and fear­
ing. perhaps, that we might -1¥tO this JIlirth 
amiss, .8teppedJ"orward, caught the shy lady 
by·. the wrist,. drew her gently back. to.lt here 
we 8tood, and, with that ready. politeness 
which ne,er ,forsakes these well-bred people. 
saiet she really must shake hands .with the 
strarigers.! ,The nut-brown maid, though 
she· coloured a good deal. and afFectelL to 
be rather angry, complied. gracefully enough, 
with' this unusual.:mandate. and the.scene 
would have ended . capi~ally. if the strangers 
had only possessed Qne half the tact o( the 
nativeS. Unfortu~ately, our habi~. bad beep 
formed in ruder lands, and, thinking a, tavern .. 
keeper,m~st be a.ta,em ... )teeper all ~'er .th.e 
world, we indiscreetly offered ~ur. venerabl.e 
friend payment for. his wine!. The old fel-
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low, quite indignant at this misapprehensioii 
. of his' character, or. p'erhaJ>s provoked at our 
clumsy blindness ,to the romantic sentiment 
of. the moment, 'actually thrust the money 

. back into, our' pockets, and; then bowed us 
o'ut ofthevillage with all, the dignity ofa 

'grandee, of the first class! 
In the evening we repaired to the opera at 

Corunna; a 'pistareenanda half, which, I 
. think, is about fourteen-pence, was the price 
'of admission to the pit; The house was not 
quite ·solarge as' the theatre in the Hay­
market; and; like most foreign places of this 
kind, was kept, I bel~eve on' purpose, ahnost 
dark, or- 'what we ·should:call ill lighted; 
The pit was .'dividedinto separate stalls, with 
a :con:trivance to each by which ,the seat 
might be folded back and locked, till the 
,. open Sesame' of a quarter of.a dollar should 
'be applied 'to it. There were three tiers of 
boxes, and :overall a gallery, exclusively 
'occupied by women, at ·each entrance to 
which stood a grim-looking C~rberus, armed 
'with a musket and fixed bayonet, to prevent 
any -intermixtu'reof the sexes. England, it 
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may be obsened. is the only country where 
this degree of propinquity between the men 
and women is not interfered. with. Even 
the pit is appropriated, in' Spain, exclusively 
to the men; but in the inteJ'I!lediate ranges 
of boxes die natural order of things is allowed 
to follow its course. 

The tirst piece,wa~ on~ ofthose 014 Scrip­
tursl exhibitions called Mysteries,. or Moral­
ities. It represented . Nebuchadnezzar, first, 
in all bis glory, when his greatness .~.ohe!I 
unto heaven; and then, in his downfa. ,and 
misery, eating grass like 'an ox in the fi,elds, 
with his hair like eagles' feathers, and, his 
nails like birds' claws. These vari!ltions, i~ 
the fortunes of this ill-advised monarch gllve 
ample room for the display of theatrical tricks, 
which were much applauded. One of these 
led to some very irreverent. ~rth. In~tead 
of casting three ful,l-grown men,. Shadrac,h 
and h~s companions, into the burning fiery 
furnace, they varied the history a little. and, 
by a broad enough poetical license, substi~ 
tuted three children, which change, on thIs 
occasion, led to an awkwardness in the unity 
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of the piece very provoking, I dare say. to the 
stage-manager, though it made the audience 
laugh heartily. 

The children, after· being _tossed intQ the 
fire,- were exhibited m the ~ext moment. 
amongst the clouds, as' angels. But as it 
might have been inconvenient, or dangerous, 
to set them actually flying about,. a device 
was hit npon to produce the same effect, as 
far· as could be.. An upright pole being 
fixed-· in . the back part of the stage~ tbree 
bars were attached to it,. on the ends of which 
the little angels being stuck. the wbole 8P­
paratus was made to whirl round amongst 
a set of mos~stibstautial-lOokiDg cloUds. 
For a time all this seemed good enough fun, 
and the children smiled and flapped theiF 
wings 89- they ·were bid. Presently. how­
ever, one of these little urchins, becoming 
alarmed at her elevation, gave a squeak, ab. 

very different from the musie of the spheres, 
that we could distinctly hear the beatified 
spirit getting a pretty smart lecture from ~e 
prompter's little box intbe front part of the 
stage. I suspect the cords which .bound it 
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to', the upper world were tather too tightly 
drawn; for, after one of those ominous 
quiescent pauses during which a child when 
burt gathers aU, its strength', only to give 
out a louder roar, qur young friend 'in th~ 
ninth beavenor t.he theatre' set 'ups~ch 'Ii 
bawling as I bave seldom' heard 'outor the 
lIursery. It luited its little'actions~ also, 10 
ita loud sounds, by kicking and struggling'; 
till the. whole firmament of the stage-mana: ... 
ger's inTention appeared in' jeopaydy.'l'he 
poor mani at length ~osing aU piltienclf, 
eame forward and scolded tbe ~hi1d, tin tbe 
laughter or the house drowned every 'other 
lIoise, and the curtain feU a.midst· universal 
applause. .~ ') "~ 

The next piece was also a' sacred' drama, 
called • Daniel in the Lions': Den/'whicb; 
to our great astonishment~' caused almost 
as' much mirth as the tt~'ror or the suffer­
ing angel had' done before;' ,The ·nativetr, 
indeed, appeared to come prepared fot 
this . sort 'of thing ;and'although" ;the 
strangers were more scandalized ·than they 
were at Buch impious trifling, it' was totally 
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beyond the power of human muscles to pre­
serve an unmoved countenance during this 
scene. 

The lions, as may be supposed, mustered 
in great force, and odd enough figures they 
look~d, sprawling about the stage amongst 
prie$ts, cardinals, nuns, soldiers, and all sorts 
of . characters, brought; for what reason I 
know not, into tbe 'den along with Daniel~ 
manifestly in the teeth of aU'history, sacred 
Or profane. Into the midst .ofthis goodly 
company a. great clumsy angel descended, 
»y aid of stout ropes, thick enough to have 
made topsail-haulyards for a .frigate, and. 
after performing the object of his mission, 
by complimenting Daniel on his good. looks 
and courage, again took. flight amongst .the 
pa.ste-bo~d clouds.and . copper thunders of 
the theatrical sky. 

As the. celestial messenger was hoisted 
slowly.upwards• all the monks. virgins, and 
other companions of Daniel. fell on their 
kn~es to the sound.of music in. the orchestra 
so very beautiful, and played in such fine 
taste, that we almost forgot the absurdity of 
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the test of the performance. But the lions~ 
who well knew their power over ,theaudi~ 
ence, and were not to be so neglected, pre"': 
sently marched, to ,the front of the stage~ 
keeping correct time to the music. ' This' was 
comical enough; but they had not done-..,. 
for they now gradually raised themselves on 
their nether ends, and~ with the most ineffable 
looks of mock piety, extended their fore paws 
towards the ret.iring angel, in the attitude of 
prayer. This abominable piece of burlesque 
was almost too much for an 'audience'pre­
pared, as we have 'seen, 'to swallow a: good 
deal, for, after pausing a moment, to con­
sider, as it appeared, whether they should 
hiss the lions 'or applaud them, they burst 
,into a shout of outrageous mirth. The' actors 
caught the infection-lions inclusive-and 
even Dani,el himself, putting his hands to his 
sides, roared with laughter in the middle of 
the stage I ,Could it reasonably be expected~ 
that 'a couple of heretics in the pit were to 
,sit grave spectatorS ofsuch a scene 1 

, " Susannah and the Elders' follo;ed, and 
was played iQ,such a way, tb'at if it had 
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been, the express object" of, the evening'S 
entertainment to tum every 'thing 'that was 
sacted into -ridicule~ ,nothing could ,have 
been devised more' effectu-al., In trutl:!, the 
forei~ners who were' present appeared: the 
only persons sincerely shocked by exhibitions 
so Tepugnant to" their tastes and ',hli.bits~ 
but which they had little' dreamed 'of find­
ing in a Romari Catholic country, and espe~ 
'eiaIly amongSt~ a ,people-' ge~erally reputed 
not only bigoted, but highly circumspec~-ln 
all thatl'elates to the church;, ' .' - '. ,; , -
,. ·rhis strange exhibition'at the theatre i~ 
-Corunna,' however, was'-onlY'one' of the :first 
ora long series 'of incidents ~t: was my for­
tune' to witness in S pai~ and elsewhere; whiCh 
nave helped to prove tome how inipossible 
iHs/by any amount ~f. previous inquiry,:t6 
come at perfectly corrept notions upon almost 
anY' 'distant: subject; ,", ,What; is ,even.:JJibre 
~riousj and perhaps not ilessimpo,rtant;'2s 
the fact t4at, even' on the spot, and aft-era 
protracted -experience, 'we'are still. at times, 
exceedi~gly liable to commit almost as 'gross 
blunders in' our, estimate ,of ; foreigo(!senti-
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. menta and manners, as on:the first day we 
landed i-SO much less simple is it ·to ob.:. 
serve correctly, than people, who have not· 
tried, are at all aware or. 

That this. is no exaggeratedstatementoC 
the difficulty of gaining an .exact acquaint ... 
ance with remote scenes, I· am. pretty' sure 
will. be felt by most people who have tnt­
yelled.much, and looked ahollt them. in good 
faith. And yet we fi,nel by far .the gr~~ter 
number of persons in society, part;icularly 
amongst those who have. never quitted hom~ 
:-oholding forth, .with. confident reliance on 
their own infallibility, 8StO this 'and, that 
detail of foreign manners :and . customs, re­
specting which even the. most careful, expe­
lieneed, and unprejudiced observers, frankly 
confess themselves .. but. partially informed. 
The smile of surprise, and the. hopeless .sh;rug 
of the shoulder:s,wbich this' presumption is 
apt to produce .ina real traveller, change 
.to something less indulgent, when these p~o­
.ple, who can know but little or nothing about 
.the matter, confidently .pronounce the state-­
menta and opinions of persons who have 
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actually visited the.countries in question .to 
be prejudiced and erroneous! 

It is in vain .to suggest to !3uch dictators, . 
that the traveller .whom they handle'so 
roughly, and whose authOlity they hold. so 
cheap, bas formed his opinions deliberately 
on the very .l!pot best adapted for pursuing 
the inquiry, and with .all the advantage of 
leisure' and exclusive attention. to that one 
'object, or class of objects, upon which his 
critics pr~mounce so dogmatically, although 
they (the critics) have never once stirred 
from their ow~ firesides, and although, for 
every month tile traveller has given to a 
patient i~vestigation of the subject, they may 
never .have had it in their power to bestow 
on it one day! 
. Yet, to do the critics justice, we must not 
forget, that new information-especially of a 
,politic~1 naturl), relating to any foreign country 
-unless it be given with very great address, is 
apt, to reach the mind of an opponent to the 
writer's views very much in the shape of im 
·insult to his understanding. In many cases, 
indeed, such newk~owledge irritates the 
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listener almost as much as a reBection on his 
character would offend him. personally. If 
it shaU happen, from the traveller's previous 
writings, or from any otber cause, that v.ery 
different things have been expected at his 
h8.nds, the offence to the party he has ceased 
to agree with in opinion, is held to be double. 

Exactly, indeed, according to the parti­
cular side which tbe author takes, so are 
his opinions and. his powers of observa~i9n, 
and of description, sure to be rated by those 
persons, to whose preconceived views his 
facts or his reasonings stand opposed. If be 
chance to fall in with the ilogma~ of their 
party, straightway he is " judicious-expe­
rienced--observant--a valuable accession to 
the good cause-a very philosopher aBoat!" 
If, however, he shall presume to advance 
facts, or broach arguments on the other sid~ 
then he is scouted as " hasty in his observa­
tions, ill-informed on the subjects he dis­
cusses, and, above all, he is prejudiced." In 
sliort, to sum up his condemnation in one 
awful sentence, the poor man" Is lost for 
ever ~o the libilral party!~' 
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: Now, I should ask. who and what are the 
p~ople taking upon themselves to pronounce 
thus arrogan.tly.1 What, I mean, is their rela~ 
ti:ve c8,pacity of forming a sound judgment 
o~ the subje~t. compared with that. or the 
trav.eller whose account they deride- and de.:. 
preciate at this sw~epirig rate 1 

Which of two men. whom we shall suppose 
!'ore both str9ngly prejudiced on a particular 
point, but thinking exactly alike about it~ 
and: starting at ..the same moment to acquire 
further information, is most likely, at the end 
()f a consJderable period, to come to a cor~~t 
result-he who shall actually go to the spot, 
exalIline it with his own eyes-'-diligently, 
patiently. and e~~lusively; or be who, d~ring 
the same i~terval, shall not only have a 
.hundred other things to attend to, but shall 
have no fresh means of investigating whetheJ" 
-his original opinions are sound or not? 

If two sucli persons are, in the outset of 
.their inquiry, equally prejudiced, but in op­
po~ite ways, -and the one who goes abroad. 
comes. back with his. own views confirmed, 
-then there might certainly be very fair 
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grounds for suspecting that his investiga:­
tions had not been conducted with a view to 
truth ~lone. but rather with a leaning to his 
own original conceptions ofthe matter. At 
all events. there would be nothing Unreason­
ahle in his old antagonist consideling . him 
prejudiced still. 

But if the two persons shall. begin by 
thinking exactly alike upon the subject in 
discussion. and one of them shall then set out 
upon the inquiry. with a strong desire to con­
firm, by the authority of actual observation, 
those preconceived notions :beld by them in 
common; and if, notwithstanding .this tend-
6lcy .0£ his wishes, he shall then and there 
be so completely outmastered by the irresis­
tible force of experience on the spot, as to 
take, in spite of himself, a different view from 
that which was formerly held jointly by him 
and his fnend,-is it not almost ludicrous to 
hear the man who has never. budged an inch 
from his own library, crowing over the blun­
ders, the errors, and what he is pleased to 

• call tbe prejudices, hasty observations, and 
confined views o~ tbe trareUer, who, inJhe 

YOLo n. s 
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interval, may have traversed the country in 
question a dozen times, and conversed with 
thousands of its best-informed inhabitants ! 

As a matter of mere speculation, this dis. 
cussion may be thought to possess little more 
than a passing interest; while, to young per­
sons, it will not, I hope, be altogetber with­
out profit, as teaching them both modesty 
and forbearance. Practically considered, 
also, with reference to what really occurs be­
tween travellers and the public who sit in 
judgment upon their reports, some of these 
reflections may be found useful to those who 
consider it a higher duty to preserve their 
own peace of mind, than to struggle for con­
quests in argumentation. At all events, I 
can only say. woe betide the in-advise~ 
writer, who, in a moment of disappointment, 
or of anger, or of zeal in any cause. shall 
dream of such folly as making a reply to 
those literary or party antagonists, who assert, 
almost in express terms, that the more a man 
inquires into a- subject-provided he does 
not think with them-the less he is likely 
to give a sound opinion upon it! 
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If a traveller visits an unknown country 
-100 Choo, for instance-and is called 
upon to describe a state of manners entirely 
new to aU his readers, he will have some 
chance of general favour. In that case, he 
is dependent for his success, first, upon his 
own powers of observation, to perceive what 
he meets with, so distinctly and vividly as 
to be able afterwards to recall, or recreate 
it, in his imagination: And, secondly, upon 
his talents for description, that he may re­
present what he has seen in such a manner, 
that the picture shall not only be strictly trne 
to the facts as they struck his eye, but shall 
preserve enough of fancy about its colour­
ing, as well as its lights and shades, to pre~ 

.vent its becoming merely a dull, dry copy, 
which every one knows is the tamest thing 
in the world. In the instance supposed­
that of a perfectly new scene-the traveller 
must lay his account with being occasionally 
accused of having- too active a fancy; but 
if he does his duty as a writer, and makes 
it a point of conscience to confine himself 
strictly to describe how he actually did feel 
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em the' spot,- without hav-ing any object in 
view bui to convey a just representation of 
what be BaW,or thought he saw, and kno\}'s 
that he felt, he will probably leave on the 
minds of his readers a juster image of the 
scene,aIl things· considered, than if-de­
parting from his own natural chal'llcter, and 
fearful of trusting himself-he had sought to 
check his fancy, and 'conform more rigidly to 
the, scale -of description' which a less enthu­
siastic observation might have suggested. 

Of course, a traveller of any taste or fancy, 
who without despising ordinary rules, chooses 
occasionally. -to' depart' from· them, and, as 
he thinks for himself, resolves to act in like 
manner, must take ~is chance of finding, that 
when Ulore sober-minded observers come to 
visit the same scenes afterwards. they will be 
astonished to encounter thfngs so- different 
from what, according to their reading of their 
predecessor's description, they. had been led 
to expect. These new travellers forget that 
this want of agreement may perhaps reside 
essentially in the different conformation 'of 
their oWll.mental optics. It is not, perhaps, 
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too much' to say, that iftwenty distinct visits 
were to be inadeto one spot, ;byasmany 
separate voyagers, we might almost expect a 
lcore of accounts~each' cOl'J'ectly represent­
ing what the parties thought and felt, but 
no. two of them much alik" ! 

The truth is. that external nature' is hardly 
more boundless in her varietie~, than she 'is 
in the wonderful diversity with'which she hils 
gifted different individuals; first,. with.,the 
ca pacity of observing, and, secondly, with t.he 
power of describing ... To whicb may weU be 
added, the extraordinary differences of taste 
and opinion amongst tbose who have to pro­
nounce upon the merits of sucb deRcriptions. 
Even in accounts., oi regions, where the 
traveller is required to treat of places about 
\fhich we at home confessedly Imow hardly 
any thing-for example,. of Otaheite, which 
i. sometimes a Paradise, sometimes a PaIide~ 
monium, according as. it .is visited by a sailor 
or a saint,-we are· still reluctant to resign 
the reins of our imagination. into the author's 
bands, and are often ~irongly.tempted to sub­
stitute our own crude Ilotions for thosesug-
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gestedto us by his experience. If this be 
true, . as I think it is~ how much more com'" 
plicated must the unhappy voyager's task 
become, when called upon .to treat not of 
unknown countries and hew_ races of men, 
but of institutions, and customs, and man­
ners, about which most of his readers con­
ceive they already know a great deal, and 
whereon they have all formed, more or Jess 
decidedly, some· antecedent conceptiori, or, 
to give it the true naD?-e, some darling preju­
dice; which they have far more delight in 
cherishing as it is, than satisfaction in -com­
paring with the truth. 

If the irritating topic of politics enter 
largely into the narrative, the plot is much 
thickened. There are, then,-two case.s, and, 
when viewed in the widest sense, only two, 
which can arise; and the.writer must make 
up his mind; resolutely, to one or the other' 
of the following consequences, or consent to 
hold his peace altogether. -

If the traveller be young and inexperi­
enced in such matters, and the events he 
has witnessed happen either to be uncom-
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mon, or very striking in themselves-as in 
the revolutionary scenes which I myself wit· 
nessed teu or twelve years ago in South 
America-the chances almost inevitably are, 
that he will take what is somewhat.imper. 
tinently called the liberal side, and by de· 
scribing, in as glowing terms as he 'can 
muster, the triumphs of mere free will, with .. 
out adverting to, or even knowing 4istinctly, 
any thing. of the dangers attelidant "pon 
sudden independence, he will be . sure to 
gain the noisy applause of the Inultitude. 
His book will circulate every. where,' and 
may be generally praised; because even those 
who distrust many of its doctrines as per· 
manent rules of political action, are uilwil­
ling to encounter the certainty of popular 
-abuse at the moment, by assuming the un· 
gl'acious task of throwing cold water on 
wh~t seem such generous aspirations after 
liberty. 

".Nothing can be more correct than you*' 
pictures," all classes of readers will say to 
the popular author; -" nothing can be 
truer than your inferences; - we are only 
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astonished to see how. accurately you ,have 
described things in a country of· which we 
knew so little." 

And so the good. easy author-chuckles, 
and fancies that all this is legitimate praise 
.....,.wilfully forgetting that .his readers, even by 
their·own shewing, are not, and cannot pos­
sibly be, competent judges of his' accuracy 
io description; and >that they commend his 
truth of painting, not because tbey know it 
to be a good likeneSs. bot hecause the por· 
trait he shews them resembles the creature 
of their own}ancy. 

Let the same man, afterwards. either from 
curiosity or with the natural ambition of add .. 
ing to his utility, resolve t~ vary his ground 
a little, and, 'instead oh·iewing countries in 
their political infancy, as in the first ex peri. 
ment, let him examine their somewhat ma~ 
turergrowth, as I did lately in the United 
States of America. Let him also bring, OD 

his own part, a longer experience, and a few 
more yearS,. with somewhat more extensive 
habits of study, of thought, _and of conver­
sation, to bear on a topi~ of general interest; 
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and let ihimthen set about investigating .it 
manfully; Dot in.books alone,_but by Close, 
varied, a.nd extensive observation, on the 
,pot. 

What .course, it may be a"ked. is this 
traveller to take, ,if he finds. tbat,' in, spite 
of all his predilections in favoul'.ofth~ no.,. 
tions his first work may have helped to con .. 
firm, and his very natural desire to preserve 
the good opinion of the' public by. prqying 
their first opinions correct, he is compelled, 
by the sheer force of actualobservation4. 'to 
discover that he has been all.a.long,in error? 
What, is he now to say if he $hall discover 
ample proofs that, so far from those pOpular 
ideas which he formerly beld on the subject 
being judicious, they are not. only full of 
mischief in present practice, b~t fraught, like 
another Pandora's box, with every species of 
injury to the cause of genuine .freedom. virtue, 
and national ~appiness? 
, There can, of course, be but one answer:as 
to what is his duty. But he must be pre .. 
pared ....... as I.can honestly, say I was-to 
take the consequences; and, in addition to 
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the inevitable charges of inconsistency ~ and 
of being a renegade, he must be content with 
a very different kind of approbation from 
what he formerly received when supporting 
the more popular or vociferous side.' For 
that party always has, and ,always will have, 
the greatest actual numbers, the loudest 
speaker:s, and the most confident pretenders 
to infallibility' of judgment along with it. 

The author' will then discover -that, in 
politics, there are two very' different sorts 
i)f praise which are bestowed on those who 
;- from preferring well-working' things as 
they now are, to untried experiments, how­
ever high their promise - conscientiously 
take what is' called the Conservative side 
of the question. 

One kind of . commendation which this 
Tory author will receive is quaiified, mea­
sured out cautiously by the drop, and' is 
always very tardy in its expression: the 
other - which is also the most satisfactory 
sort of approbation-is vehement~ prompt, 
and unbounded.' _ The praise first alluded 
to, or. that Which is slow,. temperate, and 
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scarcely heard: . comes from the approving 
friends of the existing institutions of the 
country. or from those who, without deny­
ing the rapid advances of knowledge. are 
yet extremely reluctant to meddle-rashly 
with establishments that have done so much, 
and are still doing 80 much. to give per­
manence and solidity to all the blessings of 
steady government in church and state. and 
which (whether as cause or effect) are closely 
allied with national. as well as private v'ii-tue 
and pr08perityof every kind. 

The other sort of praise, which the de­
fender of our present institutioDs should 
covet with even more anxiety. and which 
he ought to consider by much the more 
gratifying of the two, is the unmixed dis­
approbation of those persons who take the 
opposite view, and who conceive. that as 
every thing is· radically wrong, nothing but 
radical reform will do the state any good. 
Even the more gentlemanlike. but, of course, 
sevoerer censure of ~08e parties who were 
formerly so loud in their applause of the 
• liberal traveller: is extremely valuable. 
as it. shews that. in his statements, he 
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has, at. all events,. committed no mistake 
as to the explanation of his:o'Wn' meaning. 
If,· unfortunately, • the work of .such ,a writer 
were. to gain the countenance of tbis t liberal 
party: he might, indeed, .enjoy! a momentary 
gratification in ,finding that. he" had .:not, 
politically .speaking, .:lost .friends who once 
esteemedbim. But a little more : reflection 
would serve to shew that~ as' such approba­
tion could ouly arise from·; his having done 
injustice to his subject,. it: ought to. be re­
garded as the very reverse of praise. 

It must, h0w.ever, be confessed, .. that it 
does <require. a certain amount. of.time .be­
fore these truths come to be 'seen and Jelt 
in -their. proper light" or that sincere 'plea­
sure can be derived.from the disapprobation 
of men who must ever stand high in ,our· 
esteem on other grotmds,. but- from :whom 
we differ in politics only. It requires ~ far 
shorter apprenticeship, indeed, to extract 
positive gratification from the abuse of those 
with whom -any companionship in senti­
ment at. all, on public affairs, would be. a 

. real misfortune. 
To reply to such attacks, is evidently not 
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only useless, but foolish: -useless, because 
such orators and writers are obviQusly far 
beyond the reach of conviction; their minds 
have long been made up, say they, and con­
sequently are quite shut against new impres­
sions. Yet these very candid personages 
are invariably the loudest declaimers against 
prejudice! 

The task of answering is also foolish, be­
cause it implies that', the author, insteali.of 
being delighted, with, is pained by; those 
very circumstances which, after' all, ,furnish 
the most undoubted assurance of his' not 
having been misconceived. Instead of de­
precating sueh· attacks, therefore,' the tra~ 
veller should accept them with' thankful­
ness; I do not say with gratitude,' because 
there is 'no goodwill towards him in the 
gift; but certainly without any unkindly 
feeling towards the persons who pronounce 
the malediction. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

SIR JOHN MOORE. 

IT was no small relief to. us, after the idle 
and profane travesties of sacred subjects, 
the mysteries and. fooleries of the stage, to 
witness an excellent ballet, upon another 
evening at Corunna, where we saw, for the 
first time, the bewitching Bolero-a dance 
which; iOt were not imported by the Moors, 
is assuredly as moresque, and as different 
from. any thing European on this side of 
the Pyrenees, as it is' possible to .concei¥e. 
There is a measured wildness in the sharp 
click of the castanet so peculiarly primitive, 
that I think it must be the device of a very 
rude state of society. The refinements of a 
more advanced age, however, have super­
added' the embellishments of wind and 
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stringed instruments to this savage kind 
of music. the original purpose of which was, 
probably. no more than to mark time with 
precision. And it lQust be confessed. that 
the mixture, as now managed. is exceedingly 
pleasing to the ear. I was lately amused by 
observing in Paris a curious inversion of this 
order of things. In one of the first quadrille 
bands in tba~ capital, the.musicians "had in· 
troduced a kind of rattle. filled with pebbles, 
resembling. in all respects, the barbarous 
instruments of music used by the rudest 
savages on the coast of Mrica ! 

The two seats we bad hired lay near the 
centre of the pit. aud. on looking round. we 
were struck with the curious fact of more 
than half the audience. in that part of the 
house. being English officers of the different 
regiments just landed, • furred to the ears. 
and whiskered to the eyes: and clanking 
their spurs and sabres against the Boor, in 
all the glittering pride of the first days of a 
campaign. which. ere long. was to terminate 
in blood and sorrow. 

There were not many ladies in the boxes 
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..:..-. for Corunna al this period was more like 
a great English barrack than a quiet Spanish 
s·ea-port-and. in spite of all that discipline 
could,' effect; brawls. and.' tumults occurred 
every night; 'sufficiently alarming '.to most 
females to make . them keep within doors, 
tilL a '. more -temperate .season should arise. 
Nevertheless; in one of the boxes, near the 
stage, sat; two young: l~dies' with their 
~naniina. The beauty of, these' damsels,. the 
peculiarity of their dress - the .well-known 
tl1!lntilla-then 'quite new to us, together 
with a certain. mirthful expression of coun­
tenance, engaged not only our attention, ,but 
that of some half '8 dozen, mili'tary officers 
near us. 

'The more. we stared, the more the ladies 
smiled, till the boleroesand' fandangoes of 
,the stage were well ,nigh forgotten in the 
realities of the audience. The simplicity of 
the. naval unif{)rm formed such a strong con­
trast to the splendour of that worn by. the 
Hussars near us, that we ,soonsnw we had 
no sort of chance at such long bowls. and 
therefore; prompted. and supported by the 
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brazen god of impudence, whose agency in 
Buch times of popular excitement effects 
many more difficult tasks than ours. we re­
solved to pay these black-eyed Spanish lasses 
a visit, and off we set accordingly to intro­
duce ourselves. I cannot say thatwe entered 
the box without some little misgivings-for 
there was first, the great risk of being coldly 
received by the sefioritas or their duenna, 
which would have been followed by.. the 
'triumphant ridicule of the soldiers in the 
pit, who slarediri great amazement. when 
they beheld their amphibious rivals marching 
into the very place against which they had 
been expending so much ammunition during 
the early part of the evening. 

But fortune favoured us-:-the ladies smiled 
-and we made good our lodgment. I urged 
my companion to take the front seat. while 
I $at on the next, for his Spanish was so 
much better than mine; that it seenied fair he 
should bear the brunt. In truth, however, 
it is marvellous how small a number of words 
suffice to carry on a dialogue on such occa­
sions. At that moment in Spain, and espe-

VOL. II. T 
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cially in Galicia, the English, being looked 
upon as heroes and deliverers, were admitted 
to a ,degree of familiarity, which, at other 
times, would, perhaps, neither, have been 
sought by themselves, nor allowed by the 
natives, but which wasthen in keeping with 
every thing else. Accordingly, we.flirted and 
complimented one another till the ballet w.as 

-Qver, by which time it was nearly one o'clock 
in the morning. We could then do no less, of 
course, than offer th~ ladies an escort to their 
borne. This they.declined, at first, saying 
their brother was to join them, or meet them 
on their return. But when we begged to be 
allowed to guard them' so far against the 
tumults which prevailed at this late hour~ 
they agreed to our proposal, and away we 
travelled'in company, as merrily as if we had 
been acquainted for half a year. 

In pas1!ing through one of the narrow, 
streets, we wei'e attacked by a madcap party 
of half-tipsy, noisy fellows, who must needs, 
have a look, they declared. under the man-, 
tillas of our new acquaintances. 

~f, By Jove! we are in for it now," cried 
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my friend, "and must go through, with. our 
engagement of protecting these ladies from 
insult." So out· flew our swords, which, 
glittering in the lamp-light, threw the fe~ 

males into still greater terror. The police,. 
aided by' the military patrol, were on, the 
spot. in a moment, and the affray was in:-' 
s~antJy put an end to, by the arrest of these 
rude brawlers, and without further mischief 
than the fright. Of course, we made a goo~ 
joke of the whole matter, and were in tIle 
midst of a lecture t9 the ladies upon the 
remarkable good sense they had shewn in 
selecting two such trusty knights-errant to 
guard them from harm, when up. ran the 
brother. This fiery youth, hearing there had 
been a row, and seeing naked swords, natu­
rally enough concluded that .we were the 
offending parties, and had nearly made a 
tragedy of our farce. The little Spanish we 
possessed was insufficient to pacify the angry 
Don, who even refused to listen to his sisters, 
but went on abusing us without mercy. At 
last, as the matter became rather perplexing, 
we resolved to try the enemy in French. and 
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were right glad to find we could satisfy him 
that, so far from· being foes, we were· the 
champions of his fair sister. Upon this ex­
planation, a general laugh and shaking of 
hands took place; we invited the whole 
fami~y to come on board our ship next morn­
ing, while they, in return, entreated us to 
visit. them on shore ~ and, then, having i.o­
terchaoged vows of eternal friendship, we 
parted-never to meet, or to see, or to hear 
·of one another again! 

Our attention was s.oon called away to ob­
jects of far more important interest, by the 
arrival of news from the contending armies 
in the interior of the country. But we had 
yet to learn how very difficult -it was to 
discriminate between true and false inform­
ation, as communicated by the Spaniards. 
I question, i~deed, whether this art has yet 
been, or- ever will be, fully acquired, even 
by the most experienced officers who have 
served in that country. 

I shall not pretend to give any detailed 
account, or even a sketch, of the state of 
political or military affairs in Galicia, at the 



VOYAGES AND TRAVELS. 277 

time. of our visit. All this has been so 
minutely, and, at the same time, so ~lear1y 
done by Colonel Napier, tbe historian of the 
Peninsular war, and by others. t~at there is 
little wanting to satisfy the curiosity of per­
sons who wish to examine the subject in its 
fullest extent. What we had an opportunity 
of seeing on the coast was certainly very in­
teresting. but so completely de.tached from 
the other operations of the campaign, tl~!lt it 
furnished us witli no means of judging of 
what was really going on beyond our own 
limited field ofview, and left us to be tossed 
about by hopes and fears. in a manner at 
first very troublesome, but which became 
eventually almost ludicrous. In examining 
my notes and letters, written at this highly 
exciting period, the ups and downs of the 
Spaniards' fortunes, and consequently of our 
hopes, are curiously intermingled. 

There came a report. to Gorunna one day 
. that the Spanish commander Blake had 
fought a general action against very superior 
numbers of the French. in which he had 
entirely routed the invaders and taken.l0ur 
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thousand prisoners, 'all of whom, it was as­
serted, weit on'their way to the coast. In 
consequence ofthis news-news, indeed!--':" 
all ·was jollity and happiness, and at the 
opera that night was enacted a piece called 
If The ,Brightest Day of Spain," a patriotic 
exllibition of the times, ,in which the follow­
ing 'strange medley of personages were in­
troduced : - First !lnd for~most came our 
beloved monarch, George IlL, not ill repre;. 
sen ted by an actor of n'o ordinary. bulk, 
hand in hand :with Ferdinand VII. These 
two sovereigns were 'of course in friendly 
communication, exchanging good offices, and 
spouting '~ational vengeance, most theatri;. 
cally, against the French. The measure of 
arming the peasantry and equipping the 
'regular .troops,'and drawing assistance from 
England, formed the minor materials of the 
first act. 

The next group consisted of another couple 
;of high contracting parties apparently on 
'very good' terms 'with themselves. It will 
:be anticipated, no doubt, that one of these 
\vas Bonaparte; 'but who, except such strange 
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people as the Spaniards, would have con­
'ceived the idea of representing"ilim, cheek 
by jowl, with Old Nick himself! . This pair 
'~f worthies, however, were intr6ducedtoge-: 
ther 011 the stage, which was, of cou!se, 
fitted up as the infernal regions, with adu'e 
proportion of flames and brimstone.' The 
plottings of these two 'personages as .to the 
best method of ensla'Ving the Peninsula., oc'" 
cupied the second act., 

In .the third the tables were turned'; for 
, Horky Tercero,' as they pronounced the' 
title of out King, and Ferdinand together., 
had got the upper hamlof the confederates, 
and the devil having turned king's eyidence, 
betrayed all Napoleon's secrets, defeated his 
plans, and left him in the lurc~. 'As a mea:,;, 
'sure of retributive justice, poor Bony was 
consigned to the cal'e of his old chum below 
stairs, who, 'after treading him under foot, 
'entertained his prisoner, and the audience, 
by recapitulating, in the presence of the fallen 
monarch, all the misdeeds of his past poli­
tical life,in 'order, as he said, with a very 
'good Satanic grin, ,to refresh his imperial 
memory! 
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On . the very morning after this edifying 
and patriotic spectacle, in which, we were 
told, the facility of putting down the armies 
of Bonaparte was typified, a courier arrive<! 
to say that Blake, instead of being the victor, 
had been completely cut to pieces, after eleven 
days' fighting "against seventy thousand re­
gular French troops! The Spaniards, it may 
he observed, are never at a loss for figures. 
and draw upon Cocker without mercy. The 
messenger further declared he himself had 
counted six thousand dead Spaniards on 
the field, all in a row. thereby giving the 
world to understand. thai these patriots had 
been 80 unflinching as to die in the ranks 
rather than break their line! The French, it 
was added, with seventy thousa"nd men (in 
buckram. I suppose); were in full advance 
to prevent the junction of Sir John :Moore's 
army with that of Sir David Baird. in which 
event the retreat of both divisions of the 
English army appeared to be inevitable. 

As soon as authentic information of these 
retrograde movements reached the admiral; 
we were· ordered in the EndymioD, with 
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several hundred transports. toa port to 'the 
southward or Corunna, ready for embarking 
the troops. should they fallback on that 
point, as' was then expected. Accordingly, 
we came to an anchor. with our' convoy, in 
Vigo bay, at two p. M., on the 30th of 
November. 1808. 

Along with these disheartening accounta 
from the seat of war we had others of a 
more cheering nature, about Palafox and his 
army-Castanos and his army~the_ ri~ing 
of the peasantry • en masse ·-....the enthusiasm 
oCtile whole Peninsula-the goodness of the 
patriotic cause-and, above all, the measure.. 
less 'treachery of the French! In short, the' 
imagination, filled with so many novel and 
distracting images. knew scarcely where to 
settle, whom to believe. or what to wish for.' 

One thing, however, and only 'one. was 
quite entire-that is to say, our .own enjoy';' 
ment of the scene. Nothing came amiss to 
us young fellows afloat-we cared n~t where 
we went, for, to whatever point our steps 
were directed. we were sure to find amuse­
ment as well as occupation-so that our ship 
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had not been anchored at our new station, 
Vigo, two days, before we were as much· at 
home amongst the inhabitants as we had 
been in Corunna. After the Heet of 6rans­
ports had been arranged for embarking the 
'troops, should they make their appearance, 
we had nothing to do but to talk party 
politics with the men, or to dance, and- flirt, 
and chatter with the gay 'senoritas of Vigo. 
All this we did to greater purpose even than 
in Corunna, for two reasons. In the first 
place, while we had lost none of our pre­
sumption, by the operation of success, we 
had gained a considerably greater fluency in 
the language, and more knowledge {)f the 
'manners of the people; and secondly, we en­
joyed the most delightful of all advantages 
-that of Being almost the first, and at that 
time the only foreigners present. At Corunna 
w~had to enter the .field with numberless 
brother~officers, 'besides . swarms of such 
shewily dressed military men, fresh from 
England, with the shine still on theil' gold' 
lace, that we had little chance ofgelleral 
favour. But here,. at Vigo, we had it all to 
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ourselves, and no fellows ever enjoyed their 
opportunities more tha~we did. It was 
really like visiting a new world! and. indeed, 
we IIOmetimes almost thought. and 'often 
said, the whole must be a dream. 

The city of Vi go is a most romantic place, 
perched on the top of _a steep rock, and 
guarded on tbe land side by vast ranges of 
bare granite mountains girding it nearly-all 
round, and flanked, towards -the sea, by a. 
cluster called tbe Bayonne Islands. "The 
sharp ridges of this great natural break­
water stand boldly up against the southern 
sky, and, afford complete shelter to the mag­
nificent bay, which indents the cbuntryto 
a considerable distance beyond the towo. I 
have been told by military men, that had the 
army under Sir John Moore fallen back upon 
Vigo, .they might have embarked at leisure, 
and the battle of Corunna have been spared; 
but I am not aware bfthe technicalities upon 

• which such opinion rests, _ and I have even 
seen an opinion· directly the contrary ex­
pressed by a good authority. 

Be this as it may, we -soon became ac .... 
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quainted with most of the respectable in~ 
. habitants of the place; aud as every body 
cr~wded on board to see the ship, we had it 
in our power to shew tbem some attention in 
return for their civilities to us~ I dare say 
our style of living was as new and curious to 
tbem as theirs was to us; but. all this, for a 
time, in every country visited by strangers, 
affords matter for conversation, and to young 
folks,. in particular, is very interesting. .It 
was our peculiar business, also, to adapt 
ourselves to the habits of the people we were 
cast amongst; and, considering the desultory 
kind of life which seamen lead, eVI;D in the 
most regular times, there was no great effort 
necessary to make us conform to what we 
found at Vigo and elsewhere, especiallyduring 
this period ·when our popularity was at its 
highest. 

The time for morning visits was before 
one, at which hour the Spaniards dine, and 
afterwards take their siesta, or digestive nap •. 
In the evenings we rambled about from 
house to house, the doors of which were 
almost literally what the natives described 
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them figuratively to be. always open. II My 
house is entirely at your disposal." is the " 
ordinary invitation,-which means, that if 
YOIl are inclined to enter, you are sllre of a 
welcome, wllenever and wherever you see an 
open door. In most of the drawing-rooms 
there was a piano-forte,-in all of them se­
veral guitars, and never any lack of skilful 
hands to touch them~ A visitor. and esp~ 
cially a foreigner and an Englishman,.who 
should bring his flute in his pocket, and 
knew the art of using it, as one of OU1" naval 
party did right well, was sure to get on. I 
must state, however, that I was not this for­
tunate youth, seeing that I cannot tell one 
note from another, though I once laboured 
for three months, at the rate of four ,hourS a 
day, under the master of the band, but never 
got beyond the second bar of U God save 
the King." 

There was occasional dancing, too, at these 
evening parties, or tertulias as they are called i 
but no bustle or stir, nor any derangement 
of the ordinary establishment, of the house­
hold for the accommodatio~ of the confpany; 
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a)1 was natural and easy, without any ap-
. pearance of preparation; the people went in 
and out, from house to house, without cere­
mony, like bees. trying flower after flower, 
and sipping the sweets of each. At one 
house we found a concert, at another a waltz, 
at a third a country dance, which, though 
i~ bear the same title, is a very different affair 
from its namesake in England. The word is 
probably of French origin-' contre danse' 
-from the, parties standing opposite to one 
another.: The Spaniards,· who also call it 
'contra danza,' entangle it not only with the 
ordinary waltzes, but with endless. varieties 
of complicated figures, which include the 
whole set, in such a way, that, from top to 
bottom, all the party are in motion at once. 
These bewitching dances form a very de..; 
lightful species ofamusemellt even to persons 
long accustomed to them; hut to us stran-

. gers,jolly young sailors, who found ourselves 
in their delicious. whirl for the first ti,me in. 
our lives, they wel'e really intoxicating. 

The news from the interior, as it arrived 
fl'om day to day, produced a wonderful effect 
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upon these singular. people. The slightest 
touch of success carried their hopes into the 
clouds; and then nothing was thought of, or 
talked of, but the total expulsion of the in-. 
truders, and even the invasion of .France. 
On the other hand, the most triviai check or 
disaster cast every one's spirits down to the. 
ground; It. was on the 13th of December 
that we first heard, at Vigo, of the retreat of 
the English army. Nothing could exeeed 
the consternation. of the inhabitants, except 
the frantic joy which, ten days afterwards, 
tossed them up again, when they learned 
the glad, but false, tidings of- mighty vic-. 
tories .. I find these things recorded in my" 
letters with all . the ardour of the moment, 
which we caught by an easy infection from 
the enthusiasm of the company amongst 
whom we mixed • 

.Accounts now poured in to Vigo from all 
quarters, with the happy intelligence of a" 
long series of patriotic successes. The French, 
it appeared by these statements, had attacked 
Madrid, but totally failed; this was a Clear 
point-nobody doubted it- an"d, without 
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inquiring further, or, perhaps, having the 
means of making further inquiries, all the 
world gave themselves, up to joy. The real 
fact, however, was, that on the 4th of Decem .. 
ber, exactly three weeks before the very time 
we were 'rejoicing for victory, Madrid, the 
capital, though weir garrisoned and equipped 
for an obstiJ).ate resistance, had quietly yield­
ed to Napoleon in person! 

II By a judicious mixture of force and 
policy." says Colonel Napier, ,. he obliged 
Madrid to surrender in two days. and thus 
prevented the enthusiasm which would, 
doubtless, have arisen if the capital had been 
defended for any time, and' the heart.,.burn­
ings if it had been stormed."· 

By what process the natives of the Penin­
sula contrive to transmute the tidings of a 
disgraceful defeat into those of a brilliant 
victory, is best known to themselves; but I 

. defy anyone who has not had long expe.:­
rience of their address in this political al­
chemy. to resist the sort of evidence by which 

.'Napier's History oCthe Peninsular War, vol. i. p.508. 
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they bolster up their mishaps. and affect to 
turn them to advantages. This. however, is 
only at a distance; for when the scene of 
action is close at hand. an opposite practice 
is followed. Whichever way it was mana .. 

. ged, the. fact is certain, that on the 24th of 
December, at Vigo, we were full of rejoicing· 
in consequence of the great doings at Ma~ 
drid. The 'Jery manner in which the devoted 
citizens had defended themselves was .Jle­
scribed in letters written from the capital. 
Before the French entered the town, on 
the day of the attack, the inhabitants, it 
waa stated, had thrown every article in their 
houses out of the windows-sofas and piano­
fortes, pictures, kettles, and guitars-in short, 
every movable thing belonging to them. 
By means of this shower of furniture and· 
utensils, the streets, which are said to be 
very narrow, were so completely barricaded, 
that the great Napoleon and his hitherto 
invincible legions, according to these vera­
cious Spanish accounts, were, at last, fairly 
brought to a. stand-still by this exquisite 
stratagem. The doors of the houses being. 

'·OL. II. u 
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locked, of eourse, the fierce invaders 'were at 
the,lr wits' end. what to do with. this ocean 
of pots and pans, or how to discover a passage 
through the forest of beds and band-boxes 
which rose upon tlleir view at every comer. 
The whole mass of the population. it was 
added. from the highest to the lowest, were 
engaged in defending the city.'Vomen and 
children tooka very active part, particularly 
the women, who were described, in. several 
of the letters which I saw, as having fought 
with incredible valour and rage! 

Not only was the. whole of this story false. 
but there was not even the shadowofa shade 
of any circumstance to give the lie a com­
plexion. But the. result of the wonderful 
battle. was stated circumstantially in these 
lette.;; at eighteen thousand French slain in 
the grand square, or plaza, to which they 
had penetrated by climbing along the sum­
mit of the ridge formed by the chairs and 
tables piled in the streets. The first ac­
counts stated the slaughter on this spot at 
$irty-two thousand French-not thirty. in 
WUDd numbers, but exactly thirty-two thou':' 
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sand. The more recent statements, how':' 
ever, brought the slain down to the rea~on­
able compass of eighteen thousand. This 
took place, it was said, in the city of Madrid 
itself. The remaining fourteen thousand 
were described as having made good theit 
retreat beyond the walls, where they were 
speedily surrounded by the patriots, who had 
twice refused to allow their enemy to capi­
tulate, and were preparing to sacrifice them 
all when the accounts came away. 

At this distance of time, when the wild 
enthusiasm of the moment has evaporated, 
I can scarcely understand how I could have 
written down and believed such preposterous 
absurdities. Indeed, if I had not possession 
of these statements, in my own hand-w=;~,;ng, 
taken, verbatim, from the statements of the 
Spaniards who read me their letters from 
Madrid, I should not have ventured to trust 
my recollection. It is .evident, also, from 
the context, that in transmitting all this to 
England as good news and true, nothing 
was farther from my thoughts than any jest. 
The whole of the Spanish reports of that 
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period ~urned out so elltirely imaginary, that 
th~ 9nly wonder i~ how their allies could 'get 
c;>n at all, whllnthe chief sourcelij of informa­
tiQn were .reQdered so completely turbid, 
that no exp~rience co~ld possibly see much 
beyond the' surface~ 

An equal liberty was taken with ~ruth in 
~11, ~he Spanish reports of tlle operations of 
the English army; for I fin~ it set forth, in 
my letters, from Vigo to England, written on 

. the faith' of official despatches received by 
the authorities at Vigo. that Sir John Moore 
had unexpectedly fallen upon a body of twelve 
~housand French cavalry-a small detach­
IDent, it was called, from the grand army, 
sent in pursuit, of the central junta, which 
~ad Bed from Madfid before the grand day 
ofthe upholstery manreuvr~ above described. 
9f course; in the Spanish accounts. these 
French 'troops were alt demolished, a~ 'may 
bes~pposed,' to Bonaparte's great surprise: , :1 c,annot say that we were altogether such 
'geese as to' s~allow every thing told us by 
"the'Dons with !!u~ll ~xquisite gravity; but 

• ,/, i < ~ j . . .. 1 
t:ertiil~ly we were so much borne along with 
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the stream, that we began to lose Qur high 
opinion of the French as military men, and 
to consider the Spaniards as the greatest wlir:' 
tiors, the most persevering patriots, and the 
least jealous allies, that ever foreigners co­
.operated with. Alas, how soon out admi;. 
ration of every t~ing Spanish-'-save the black 
eyes of the women, and the bright sky of 
their atmosphere, and the delightful soiJnd of 
their language, the witchery of their dances, 
aDd the tinkling of their gUitars.-was 
doomed to fade away, arid how I!pe~dily the 
prowess of their invaders re:'assumed its 
formidable and almost matchless ascend:" 
ency! 

Still, still, in spite of all this folly, vain 
glory, and jealousy of the Spaniards, there 
hangs a fascination about their country, 
which, after a Ii.ttle time, is sure to sur­
mount every cause of annoyance, or doubt; 
and however crushed our hopEis may at one 
time be, the natives never fail to re-establish 
themselves in our regard, if they do not 
always secure our respect. There is Ii grave 
stateliness even Ilhout their _yery fals;eboods 
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which i~ not undignified; and if good fortune 
puts them behind a wall. they will everi' ex­
tor~ your admiration. in spite of a thousand 
previous failures. The Spaniards do nothing 
by halves; ~ they will either fight almost 
till the last ma~ is, dead-as in Sar~gossa. 
for instance-or they will tum tail at the 
first shot. and move 0(1' in a' mass: they will 
eith'er teU you the whole truth. or they will 
,rig you up such a gigantic andcircumstan",",­
~ialfabricof lies. that you generally forget 
its deceit in its matchless boldness. Add to 
wpic4.they are the best-bred people alive~ 
the, pleasantest folks in the world to mix 
with on familiar terms; for they seldom 
either take or give offence; and in modern 
days. whatever, it may have been of old, 
they a~e appal'ently as free from jealousy 
in their domestic habits. as if such a thing 
as an int~iguehad; never been heard of 
betwe,en Cadiz., and ,Corunna! It ':Dust ,be 

,confess~d. they, are ~ot the, ~ost energetic 
or ,p~[\ctualmen of busines~ one could wish 
to have d'ealingswith i and their disposition 
~o put off things ,.till to-morrow: is perhaplil 
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the most ehaJ'aCterisbc lDd *niversal feature 
in their national ·disposition. Yet. for all 
these. and a hundred other'faults. it is quite 
impossible not to, like them; and I have 
seldom, if ever. met anyone' who bad been 
mucb in Spain who.did not express, more or 
less. a similar sentiment. 

Our captain, who Was a long-sighted, ex,. 
perienced, and clear-headed officer, was not 
taken in by all this enthusiasm at Vigo, by 
wbich the heads of hig more juvenile and 
mercurial officers were &0 completely turned. 
He made it his business to learn each morn­
ing exactly what information had been r&­
ceiVed. weighed it carefully. ,and drawing 
his own conclusions, kept them to himself. 
Many a time I have wondered how it was 
possible for bim' to resist'the fervent impulse 
of the 'moment; but he Saw through it. all, 
and after giving directions how we were to 
proceed in the event of any sudden emer­
genCy, and appo~nting a signal to be made 
for him if his presence should ,be :required 
00 board, he set off with hiS' guo and brace 
of dogs to shoot amongst: the; 1!ills, only 
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taking care to keep the mast-heads of his 
ship always in sight. To us" however, no 
spot on earth, .nor any kind of sport, could 
have attractions superior to those by which 
we were drawn on shore every day; nor was 
it till long afterwards that I learned. how 
much more an officer in commaDd may 
sometimes contrive to know of the real state 
of affairs, by keeping out of its immediate 
influence, than by allowing himself to be 
whirled round. as we were. in its vortex. 

But none of us was allowed to remain 
long in this blissful state of ignorance of the 
truth. or to enjoy our dancing and sporting, 
in peace. A few days, indeed, sufficed to 
let the real matter of fact leak out. The 
Spaniards, it was certain, had been beaten 
at every point-Madrid had fallen an easy 
.prey to the mighty conqueror, who w.u 
sweeping over the Peninsula like a hurricane 
-and the British armies, now assembled 
into one body. but totally unsupporWd by 
the people whom they came to assist. wer~ 
obliged to retreat. towards their ships. .. At 
that early st~ge of. the Pt;ninsular war. be-

~ .. . .. 
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fore t.he imbecility of the Spanish armies 
was ascertained, it appears t'd have formed 
no part of ,the plan of government that the 
English troops should contend singl~handecl 
with the French. Having been lIent, there­
fore, to co-operate with the Spaniard~; they 
were, or'course, not a little disappointed and 
irritated at finding themselves deserted . ~y 
their allies in the very cutset of the cam­
paign. This want of support iobliged the 
English to retreat; but previous to' the ,adQP" 
tion of that very disagreeable measure, though 
,after it had been resolved upon, the intrepid 
general who commanded them made one 
important movement in advaneej even at the 
last hour, and when he knew, perfectly well, 
that eventually-indeed, almost immediately 
-a retrograde movementwas'absolutely in .. 
dispensable for hili IJafety. 

Sir John Moore's object inmak~ng this 
bold march, previous to: his retiring/we find 

. admirably explained in Colonel N api~'s His.. 
tory. So far from being inaiscreet', or hastilY. 

l' • 1 .,,,;,, , 

resolved upon, atthe sriggestton l)frash cOun-
sellors, as many people imagined' U the time, 
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it now appears to have been the result of a 
sober calculation, of all the chances in the 
extensive game of war' then playing in the 
J>enim;ula. 
- Th~_English general felt that, after Ma- . 

. ~rid had fallen, it was of the utmost import,. 
~nce to div,ert Napoleon's at~ention from the 
-native armies in the southern parts of Spain, 

! 

and ,he; resolved" though at great' inconve-
nience to himself~ to attract it towards those 
of England in the north-western corner of 
the c;iountry. The manmuvre completely 
succeeded, forBonapat'1e's attack was turned, 
or :rather drawn, away from the only por­
tion' of Spain in which there existed the 
sma,lI~st, hopes that the inhabitants, if time 
·~ere allowed them, might make any useful' 
rel>istance. Everything, indeed,that Sir 
joh~ Moore could, possibly have' expected' 
to; : accomplish; by his 'celebrated advance 
mOvement on Sahagun, wasfuUy attained. 
He- :gave, the, patriotio armies, south of 
Madrid" time to breathe, by turning aside 
.Nap·oleon's_sword, which was just descend­
ing :upon' them;, ' If they did not choose, or 
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had Dot capacity and courage enough tQ 
profit by tbe respite thus afforded tbem. it 
was Dot the less honourable or statesman-like 
in Sir John Moore to give them a chance for 
their, political existence. ' The daring enter~ 
prise alluded to. I mean tbe march npoll 
Sahagun, 88 it was above the common run 
of military incidents, had also for its purpose 
more extensive national results than belong 
to ordinary campaigns. Such, at least. we 
know, is now the opinion or the highest 
authorities in war, upon this forward' move­
ment or the British army, undertaken after 
a retreat to the coast was decided to be 
absolutely necessary. 

Military as well as nanl men, and per-' 
haps all classes or public servants, ought to 
remember that there caD seldom be any merit. 
.on the grand scale, without boldness, and 
that there is no boldness without risk or Some 
kind.. The hazard which Sir Jobn Moore 
80 nobly incurred, and bnt just evaded. was 
the total destruction or his army. It might. 
perhaps, be interesting. as well as instruc­
tive, to consider.what would have happe~e4 
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had the same genius which· conceived the· 
plan not continued to direct its details. In 
point of fact, however, the general lost 
neither his army, .Dora tittle of its honour, 
still less, in the long run, one jot of his Own 
reputation. 

That doubts and difficulties should bang 
for a long period over the explanation of these 
things, ·was certainly to be expected, and 
they ought, I think, to have been· met by his 
friends with' more dignified -calmness. It 
was essentially a part of the great risk which 
Sir John Moore, as a public man, thought 
it his duty to encounter, that, fot a time, 
and very possibly for ever, his own character 
9.s Ii soldier might suffer eclipse .. WIth his 
eyes open to the whole of this great danger, 
he placed his army in the most perilous pre­
dicament, and along with it, in Ii. consider .. 
able degree, the military renown of the coun­
tty, and, perhaps, also, the ultimate fate of 
the whole war. Assuredly, when the general 
fairly and gallantly looked these chances in 
the face, and, in spite of. their t.hreatening 
aspect, resolved to stand the hazard of the 
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die, he must have been perfectly well aware 
that. even if he Eucceeded in his main ob­
ject, it mUst necessarily be at the expense- of 
considerable sacrifices. The nlue of such 
sacrifices, in tbe eyes of his countrymen at 
a..distance, he must also have well knQwn 
.ould be estimated, at least in the first in­
stance. not by the intrinsic sagacity of the 
measures wbich led to tbese inevitable losses, 
but by tbeir eventual, and possibly long de­
~ed, benefits. 

Ie Sir John Moore himself viewed matters 
in this way, as he no doubt must have done 
- for he possessed, in a most eminent de­
gree. the genuine spirit of a public man­
he must also have contemplated, almost as a 
necessary consequence, the probability of his 
military and political character suffering, for 
a' time, in general estimation. If this 00 so, 
it appears evident tbat his defenders would 
be more likely to win . our· patient atten­
tion,and tbus to regain a larger share of 
the public favour for this great officer·s 
memory, by tak.ing these allowances into 
account, than by omitting them~ 
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Sir John Moore's friends, also, while they 
give way to their feelings of indignation, 
and complain of tbe injustice done to the 
general by the imputations cast on his mili­
tary and political skill, should, for his sake, 
be more cautious in distrusting not only the 
capacity, but the motives of tbose persons 
who stood opposed to bim. It must be ad':" 
mitted, tbat both at bome iUld in the Penin­
sula, there were to be found men in high 
official stations, who appear to have under­
stood neitber the man nor his .measures; 
yet it is by no means eitber fair or politic to 
stigmatise the hostility of these distinguished 
persons as personally vindictive, or, in fact, 
to insinuate tbat their opposition could bave 
arisen from any thing but a mistaken sense 
of public duty. Sir John Moore himself, at 
tbe moment of highest excitement, never 
could have suspected that such men as 
Mr. Canning or Mr. Frere could have any 
object in view but the service of their 
country. 

The fact is now notorious, that the Spa­
niards did not avail themselves of the golden 
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opportunity afforded them, to the extent, at 
least. that Sir John Moore was led to believe 
they JDight have done. And consequently, 
it was unreasonable to hope that the people 
of England could at once - enter into the" 
intricacies of such adisG.ussion; - imd by 
eliminating. as the mathematicians -call it,­
all the erroneous views, and leaving only' 
those which weL'e correct, arrive at once at: 
a conclusion favourable to the general. He' 
was. therefore, in the mean time, heldre-­
sponsible for the disasters of the retreat, 
albeit he wound it up by a splendid battle. 

"Sir John Moore has at length found, iii 
Colonel Napier, an eloquentbistorian, and 
one capable of doing his memory justice; first,­
by pointing out the political and military 
motives which led to the measures so vehe:" 
mently criticised; and secondly, by shewing 
ill what Olanner good results did, at last, 
spring out of those very measures, so much 
reprobated; and how far "the ultimate fate­
of the Peninsula, and of Europe in general, 
was modified by the circumstance of Bona­
parte being arrested, in the very middle of, 
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his career of Spanish conquest, by Sir lohn 
Moore's very masterly stratagem. 

13u~ the accomplished historian who has 
done this service to the cause o( vuth and 
military science, and thus placed theme­
mQry of a great officer on a station where 
it will flourish fQr ever,ought to consider, 
that, antecedent to his own, luminous ex­
position, not only of what was known, 
and required merely to be well combined,' 
bu,t also of much that was concealed from· 
pijblicview, the world had no adequate 
means of judging fairly of the case. The pre­
jl.ldices. therefore, which long opposed the 
ent~e re-establishment of Sir lohn Moore's 
public character were so. natural,. that they 
migllt, perhaps, have been more completely 
and more readily effaced by explanations 
directed exclusively to that object, without 
including, as a part of the defence, that his 
accusers and other critics were influenced by 
any unworthy motive. 

Before returning from this <liscu,ssion to 
the narrative of some of the events to which 
it has reference; it may not be useless to take 
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~he ppportunity ollldveJting ~~~ 
portant prin<:iple. in public life, Ri~~ 
()ften forgotten, at t.he .right mo b 
men w bo, knowing its truth, ought to bear 
it. always in mind, as one to which there are 
very few exceptions. I feel the more anxious 
to put thia matter in, what. I think. its proper 
light, because there are many young and 
zealol,ls officers extremely anxious to perform 
,whatever they distinctly know to be their 
duty; yet who, from ignorance of t.h!l rule 
alluded to, often go astray, aDd sacrifice the 
public interest to unworthy .nd selfish con­
siderations, What. makes thill a subject of 
more regret, is the certainty, that if the 
sources of their rea1 duty ...... which •. in the 
long run. will alway. turn out to be those of 
their ow~ true interest-:-had been properly 
established in tb~ir minds, they would no 
more have flinched from discharging it COl­

rectly, through any fear of the consequences, 
than tbey would have hesitated to engage 
an enemy, whoIn it was right. they should 
bring to action, merely because in the conflict 
they migbt.lose their ships or their lives. 

,'OL. n. 
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Every public servant, when called upon 
to act OOaDY unforeseen emergency, or when 
he is thrown into situations left unprovided 
for by the instructions of his employers, ought 
to make up' his mind to have his conduct 
judged, not always according to the aspect 
which things bore, in his eyes, at the m~ 
,ment when he was called upon to decide, 
but rather according to the situation which 
affairs seem to his employers to be in, at the" 
moment when his conduct is brought under 
review. It may be Said, with great truth, 
that in many cases this ru1e will press hard 
upon a man who has acted for the best, and 
who, indeed, under all the cirCumstances, 
might perhaps have behaved improperly had 
he adopted any other courSe than that for 
which he is eventually censured. Yet every 
officer who is worth his salt, as we say, will, 
at such periods of doubt, keep but one object 
in view-namely, the public service-and 
will never admit into his calculations, for a 
single instant, 'the probable effect which his 
measures may have upon himself. An offi­
cer's duty, "in fact, like bis allegianCe; is one 
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a'nd indivisible ....... it admits of no splitting 
or qualification; and he who allows his pub .. 
lic conduct to be influenced in the slightest 
degree by its possible influence one his own 
fortunes, or even on 'his good name,-acts 
nearly as mischievous a part, though perhaps 
'not so guilty a one, as he who deserts his 
colours for those of the enemy. 

\Vhat is more com~on;, however, than to 
,hear officers holding petulant discussions 
with their official employers upon: the JDerits 
of operations ofw hich those superiorst from 
being themselves responsible to the country 
at large, are the only proper judges? Men 
of this Jitigious, self~sufficient temper, should 
make one of two resolutions;-either not to 
take employment at all, or, if they do accept 
a command, to acknowledge, without reserve~ 
'the full authority of their superiors. A tho­
rough-bred, right-minded officer, indeed-":' 
that is, one "hose whole heart iii in his pro­
fession-will see no humiliation, but, on the 
contrary, the truest honour and public spirit, 
in being the 6rst not only 'to acknowledge; 
but to feel, that he hils been wrong. whenever 
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sl1ch shall be the decision -of the responsible 
and qualified lluthoritieS under whom he is 
placed. and to whose judgment he shall have 
submitted all the cireumstancesof the case. 

This unworthy and mistaken itch for jus­
tification perverts many otherwise noble 
spirits, otten mars some of their brightest 
prospects. essentiaUyretards the public ser,. 
¥ice, irritates their superiors. and in nothing 
benefits the inferiors; who. the more they 
labour to' make ,out a case, generally sink 
only the lower in public opinion. 

Innumerable officers, indeed, who admit, 
in theory, the necessity llndgreat advan­
tages of subordination. and of hearty as 
well as respectful acquiescence in the wishes 
.of tbeirsuperiors in poofesswnal rank. can­
not bear the smallest touch of censure. and 
seem never to dream <of, the possibility of 
their being themselves 10 the wrong. They 
conveniently cease to- reeollect, on these par­
ticular occasions. all their fine admissions 
about the value of due subordination. and 
quite forget that it is not their duty. but 
tltat of their official ewployel'S. to say what 
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i& right and what i. wrong. The moment 
tbey are .. isited by the slightest reprimand, 
or that they fail to gain all the applause 
they fancy they desene, the interests o£ the· 
service, at all other times deemed paramount, 
appear to fade before their eyes, and to be .. 
come insignificant, in comparison with the 
mighty question, forsooth, ot their being in 
error or not in error. This, and this alone, 
i. what they struggle and fight for; and 
IUch .is the pertinacity of your finished self~ . 
justifier, that he will weary oat the patience 
of any superior but those of the most res~ 
lute and stern natures. It will, of course, 
not infrequently happen, that these justifi­
cator. have reason on their side, and that 
the censure of which they complain is really 
misapplied. What then 1- Is the public 
le"ice to stand still till every private affair 
of every (pelting petty officer' is redressed 1 
Is the whole fabric of public discipline to 
be made ricketty because some of it, higher 
members happen to be over rigid, or some 
of its inferior ones over sensitive" Surely 
not; and therefore eYery good officer, when 
hi. report haa once been made, ought to be 
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prepared to' taketheconsequencell, manfully, 
whatever they be, without Em'tei'lng into jus., 
tifications,and without supposing it possibl~ 
his motives can be questioned. 
. These remarks, which apply chiefly to the 
lower departments :of the service, and to the 
ordinary details of duty, requiTe corisiderable 
modification when they are. brought to bear 
on such sttipen~ous' responsibilities 'as that 
of Sir:John Moore, 'or ,any other :commarider­
-in-chief, to whom ,a 'certain latitude ,of free 
action'must in all cases be given. .It may, 
indeed, often become a General's ~r an Ad:­
miral's duty to the .country :to justify the 
course of his proceedings, by collecting int9 
one statement the, scattered motives of l\ 

thousand measures,whtchc'onducted him t9 
his final determination 'j and ,there can pardly 
be any question, thatjf,Sir John Moore had 
lived, he would most, promptly hav~done 
that for himself, which it ,has cost~perhaps 
necessarily-,upwards of' tw~nty years' .time, 
and much anxious diligence ~n tbe part of 
his friends, to bring about",","" triumphantly it 
,is ,true, buttardily, ~nd',in the teeth of ~uch 
prejudice, ~and no small 'quantity of ppsitive 
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enor as to many material facts. and of ig,.. 
norance as to many others. 

Had this consQmmation~ however, not bee~ 
acco~plis~ed, and had Sir. John l\Ioore'~ 
memory. in consequence, gone dow~ to poste­
rity with .its .lustre dimmed by a misappre':' 
llension of the merits of hill.last.camp'aign~ 
and the want of a contemporary ~nd . well­
qualified chronicler .of its objects, .conduct; 
and finalresults,-stiU, :DO right-min~ed 

officer. however well be might be aware of 
this signal act of injustice; ought e'ver to 
think. of d.-.wing from it any dis.courageme!,lt 
!lgainst .the bold.ness of his own. behavi~ur 
when.ealledupon t~ actin similar .circum­
stances. .It is a hard p~sition to' ~e placed 
in, certainly; but, as ~ have repeated more 
than once, apublic,..spirited officer must be 
willing, at all tim~s, to place, not only his 
life, but also .his professional charaCter, at 
hazard. If he b~.pfa different stamp of mind. 
and do not choose to run such .fearful.risk., 
he may be a very good,conscientious, and 
diligent person, in his .way,-:-but he will.cer­
tainly never become a great commander. 
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There is a still farther and very delicate 
refinement wanting to complete this negative 
part in the d.efinitioD of a perfect officer, 
which consists in his being ready tQ place 
even his private character in jeopardy, and 
sometimes to expose it almost to th0 cer. 
tainty of misrepresentation, when the public 
service appears to demand so formidable a 
sacrifice. . An honest man, on all such occa­
sions, will ask himself but one question,­
What is most advantageous Cor the country? 
and he will then follow tbe course directed 
by his best judgment, without reference to 
any personal consequences, good or bad, to 
which his measures may possibly lead. 

It may be added, that in moments of severe 
'trial, men are too apt to loSe sight of the 
'Vital distinction between the imputation of 
dishonour and its reality. But in all such 

. cases of doubt and difficulty, the only safe 
rule is, to remember, that the interests of the 
publio service, any more than those of pri. 
"late life, can never be advanced by the least 
real sacrifice of principle. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

BATTLE OF COllUNNA. 

As 800n as Sir Johftl\loore heard of Nap~ 
leon'. march from Madrid, in the direction 
of Galicia. to which quarter it had been the 
General' •• ole object to allure his enemy, h~ 
gave orders for the retreat to eommente. 
Thi. was at the beginning of the last week 
in December. 1808; and as it was then pro­
posed. that the troops ahould fall back upon 
-Vigo. the transports were sent to that port 
from COTUnna. as I have befor~ mentioned. 
The convoy were afterwards joined at Vigo 
by a squadron of line-of-battle ships, under 
Sir Samuel Hood, to render the embarcation 
more seellre. 

On the 5th of January, 1809. however,· 
Sir John Moore, who was then at Herrerias. 
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received from his engineers such reports of 
the unfitness of Vigo as a place of embarca­
tion, that he changed his line of retreat, 
and directed his march upon Corunna. Or­
ders to this effect were sent ahead to Sir 
David Baird •. the second in command, from 
Sir John Moore, who, it appears. .. con­
stantly. directed the movements of the rear­
guard himself."'" These orders, after reach­
ing Sir David, were Jorwarded by the bands 
pf 'a private dragoon, wbo got drunk, and 
lost them ontbeir way, to General Fraser, 
.who .had already proceeded for li\ome distance 
9n the road to ,Vigo.. Tbis trivial incident 
cost many lives, audwas the cause of much 
delay.t J know not wbo bad cbarge oftbe 
originlll despatches sent to. the Admiral at 
Vigo, but tbey never came to band. Several 
preCious days were thus lost before we knew 
the ships. would be again required at Co­
r~nna. At length, on the 9th ~f January, 
a memo~ndum from the comma~der-in-
". ", ,.' 

chief-a duplicate or triplicate .it nlight. be, 

, . 
• Napier, vol. i. p; 478: . t Ibid. p. 479. 
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fQr~ught we knew-written ona d!um~ 
head, apparently ~ri the rain, but clear. sol-:­
~ier-like~ and to the purpose, was put intq 
~ir aamuel Hood's hands by an' officer, half 
dead with fatigue and anxiety, who had 
foun4 his way, on horseback, from the Bri7 
tish head-quarters to Vigo, across the wil~ 
mountains of Galicia. . 

The wind blew dead jn from the ~outh~ 
and so hard, that not one of the transports 
~ould be moved. The brief despatch from. 
the army, however, was scarcely half read 
through, before ~hesignal ' to weigh' was 
made from the Barfleur, and in less. thalil 
half an hour the men70f-war .were under 
sail,· and working out. to sea. under. close; 
reefed top-sails and courses. _ I . thin~ they 
all got out; and. when on<:eround the point, 
the wind being fair to Corunna, away they 
spanked, with a flowing· sheet, to .tell .:we 
were coming after them as fast as we could, 
with our Bock of three hundr~d transports. 

On the'llth of January, the wind lull~~ 
a little, .and, by ,dint of whip and spur, we 
got oW' immen.s~ fleet fairly .und.er weigh. 
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By good fortune, too. we were enabled to 
work out of the Bay of Vi go, and afterwards 
to carry the wiud with us all the way to 
Corunna, where we arrived on the morning 
of the 15th of Juuary, surrounded by up­
'wards of two hundred and fifty sail ohhips. 
On the preyioull evening. the J4th of January; 
many of the fastest-S3Jling vessels of the 
convoy bad entered the harbour of Corunna, 
where the squadron of men-of-war under 
Sir Samuel Hood had already arrived. The 
dismounted cavalry, the sick, some of the 
horses, and fifty-two pieces of artillery, were 
embarked during tbe nighL 

I have often since heard officers who. were 
then with the army, in position along tbe 
ndge, just above where the battle was fought, 
describe the feelings with which they turned 
round to look at the ships crowding into the 
harbour, under all sail. right before the wind. 
The sight gave fresh spirits and confidence 
to the soldiers, of which, poor fellows, they 
stood in some need; for on their first arrival 
at Corunna, OQ the 11th of January, not a 
single ship bad made her appearance. 
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,. As the troops approached Cornnna," 
Illys Colonel Napier, .. the General'. look~ 
were direCted towards the harbour: - aq. 
open expanse of water painfully convince4 

• him that to fortune at least he was no way 
beholden.. CODtrary winds detained the fleet 
at Vigo; aDd the Last consuming exertioQ 
lJlade by the army wa. thus rendered fruit.­
less! 

"The men," he continues. ., were now 
put into CIuarters, IUld their leader Ilwaited 
the progress of events. Three diyisionl oc­
cupied the town and suburbs;· the reserve 
wa. posted with ~ts left at El Burgo, and 
its riiht on the road of St. Jago de Compos-­
tella. For twelve days these hardy so]d~ers 
had covered the Jetreat. during which time 
they had traversed eighty miles of rOad in 
two Illarches, passed several nights- under 
arms in the snow of th~mountajns, were 
seven times engaged with~ the enWlY. an4 
they now assembl~ at the Dutposts. having 
fewer men missing from their ranks (i.G.,­
eluding those who had fallen in battIe) than 
any other division i':l the army j ...... an v.d-
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'inirable instance of. the value of good dis­
·cipline. and a manifest pI:oof of the inalig.:. 
nant inju~tice -with which Sir John- Moore 
has been 'accused Qf precipitating his retre!1t 
beyond the measure of human strength.""" 

In the mean time, the enemy ,- treading 
Closely· on the heels -of the English army~ 
tIiough not much less grievously fatigued~ 
came gradually up, and, on the -very da'y'we 
arrived in the bay, ",e occupied-·the great ridge 
enclosing the British position, placing their 
right on the intersection of the -roads lead.:. 
ing from St. Jago'and Betanzos, and their 
left upon 'a'rocky emi"nencej which overlooked 
'both lines.;' t 

Had' the transports _ arrived a few days 
sooner, the '-whole army might have been 
'embarked with -perfect ease and safety,and 
th~s all the objects of Sir JohitMoore's 
operations' would have been accomplished. 
His force was decidedly' too small....:...consider~ 
ing theruine'd state of the Spanish troops; 
and other' circumstances in the political his:" 

• Napier, 'vol. i. p. 488. t Ibid. p. 4~2. ' 
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'tory of ~he conn try ~:to hold out any rea­
sonable hope of coping with th~ grand army 
of NapoleoD, now directed expressly against 
the British. Had the Admiral at Vigo re~ 
ceived' Sir John l\loore"s first' deSpatch. iii 
proper time. the 'transports and the line-of­
battle ships migbt undoubtedly have reached 
Corunna soon enough to have taken the 
troops on board without the loss of' a single 
man. \Vith a force thu's unbroken. a series 
of ulterior operations contemplated by Sir 
John Moore, might then have been put in 
execution. 

or The English Gerieral:' says Col. Napier. 
;. had hoped that by a quick retreat he migh t 
reach' his ships unmolested. embark. and ,car­
rying his army from the' narrow corner in 
which it was cooped. to the southern prO-' 
vinces, establish there a good base of opera:-' 
tions. and renew the war under favourable 
circumstances. It ~as by this combination 
of a fleet and army that the greatest assist..: 
ance could' be given to Spain, and the' strength 
of England become most formidable. A few 
days of sailing might carry the troops to 
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Cadiz; but six week.§' constant marcbing 
would not bring the French. army from 
Galicia to that neighbourhood. The southern 
provinces had scarcely seen lUI enemy: they 
were rich and fertile; and there ~.was the 
seat of government. Sir John Moore reck. 
oned thus. and resolved to fall down to the 
coast and embark, with as little loss or delay 
as might be.". 

It affords a mortifying, blJt an instructive 
lesson to recollect. that this plan. so ad­
mirable in itself. and so very nearly being 
accomplished, was in all probability frus­
trated, not by any great political or wilitary 
event. but by the accidental interruption of 
the messengers sent across the country. If 
the General's despatches about the removal 
of the fleet had arrived a few days sooner, 
the lives of so maDY brave men who died at 
Corunna. including their ~t chief, might 
all bave been spared. while their strength 
and valour might afterwards have been· 
employed on more substantial objects than 

• Napier, wI. i. p. 475. 
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fighting for. the mere maintenance of the 
ground on which tbey stood. 

In consequence of this· delay, 0. battIe 
appears to have. become indispensable, or 
nearly so, to the safety of the army. "The 
late arrival of the transports, the increasing 
force of the enemy, and the disadvantageous 
nature of the ground, augmented the diffi~ 
cultyand danger of the embarcation so much. 
that several general officers proposed to the 
commander-in-chief that he should negotiate 
for leave to retire to the ships upon terms. 
There was little chance of such a proposal' 
being agreed to by the enemy, and there 
was no reason to try. The army had suf­
fered - but not from defeat; its situation 
was dangerous, but far from desperate; and 
the General would not consent to remove 

. the stamp of energy and prudence which 
marked his retreat by a negotiation, which 
would have given an appearance of timidity 
and indecision to his previous operations, 
as opposite tQ their real character as light 
is to darkness. His high spirit and clear 
judgment revolted at the .idea, and he re-

VOL. II. Y 



322 FRAGMENTS 01" 

jected the degrading advice without hesita­
tion.""" 

As we sailed into the harbour of Corunna 
on the morning of the 15th of January, we 
could distinctly make out with our glasses 
the two lines of troops; for although the ridge 
upon which the English were posted lay 
nearer to the sea, it was of such inconsider­
able height compared with that occupied 
by the French, that we could discover the 
army of the enemy. mustering thick along 
the sky-line, and overlooking ours in a very 
ominous and threatening manner. Towards 
evening there was some skirmishing of a 
trivial nature 'on the right of our line, part 
of which we could distinguish from the mast­
heads of the frigate. 

Several horsemen were seen galloping up 
the bank which faced us till they reached 
the crown of the ridge, and then darting out 
of sight oli the other side, where, from the 
quick firing of artillery, thel:e appeared to be 
some smart work going on. By and by, also, 

• Napier, vol. i. p. 492. 
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we discoverl!d a cloud of smoke CJlrling high 
into the air above both ranges of hills, just 
beyond the spot where the cavalry had been 
Jost sight of •. Of cOurse, we busied ourselves 
in yain surmises as to what was passing in 
the Yalley beyond the ridge, for we natu­
rally expected, that a general action would 
spring out of this brush. To our great dis­
appointment, however, the firing gradually 
subsided;· and our only chance, as we then 
believed. of seeing 11 land fight was gone. 

These were the first shots we. had 'heard 
fired in anger, as it is technically called, 
during the campaign; but the scene had 
also another. and very strong interest for 
us. from its being placed io such contrast 
with all we had been seeing and hearing for 
the two previous months. Here. at Corunna, 
instead of listening to a set of boasting Spa­
niards. fighting with· the air. and vapouring 
from morning tonight about their own 
prowess, we beheld the actual· tug of war 
between Greek and Greek,. The master 
spirits of the earth were at last met, hand 
to hand, to fight it out. Nor-could I help 
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looking back, to the solitude and _tranquillity 
of the groune! before me. when I last had 
seen _it. Now it was covere~ thick with 
armed men; but only II. few weeks before .. I 
had rambled over these ridges, accompanied 
by. a single Spanish peasant, -whose whole 
conversation turned on the facili,ty with 
which his countrymen could thrust all these 
:French out of the country. During the wh~le 
morning we met only half a dozen people; 
and 1 then little expected _to see the time 
when an army of some twenty thousand 
,British Voops, should hardly be able to hold 
their own, against these very invaders, whom 

-it was the fashion to hold_so cheap •. 
When the night fell, a double row of fires 

along the summits_ of the .two hills pointed 
out, in. a very striking manner, the position 

_ of the rival hosts; and although the dis­
tance 'was too great for -us actually to hear 
the • hum of either army,' the imagination 
was set finely to work to conjecture what 
thoughts were passing in th~ breast of each. 
The night was very dark; .ud, as fresh fuel 
was piled on the' fires, they were darkened 
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{or a moment; or'tossed into sudden blaze 
by being stirred up by the groups of soldiers, 
whom we saw, or fancied we saw, standing 
between us and the light. These figures 
were probably the men stationed to feed the 
flames; for we may well suppose that tbe 
great body of the troops on both sides were 
too glad to have a full night's repose. Out' 
soldiers, indeed, had been amply supplied 
since reaching the coast with new shoes, 
great coats, and many other' articles of dress, 
from the stores at~orunna; and were thus 
in a better condition than their enemies to 
profit by this interval of rest-to so many 
on both sides, the last they enjoyed on earth. 
Some of these exhausted warriors, we may . 
suppose, dreamed of the next day's battle; 
for it was probably apparent' to the officers~· 
and to the experienced amongst'the men_ 
that Soult, with' whom they' had ~lready 
joined'in many a severe fight, would never 
allow his old antagonists to embark in peace· 
and quiet. It is said that people, on the eve 
of ariaction, getierally dream they ,are kiUed. 
l have no experience -to offer on the, point; 
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for . thoogh' I witnessed the furious contest 
of next day, I had no expectation at that 
time of being able to leaTe the ship. In fact, 
I did not sleep at all, being employed nearly 
the whole night in the ship's boats embark­
ing what are called the encumbrances of the 
army, consisting of the remainder of the 
baggage which the retreat had left them­
some wounded and sick men, and a few 
guns and horses. In this curious assembly 
I observed .several women, who, strange to 
say, had gone through the whole campaign. 
onbroken in spirit, and ~pparently Dot much 
fatigned. They even talked as if they had 
done no great things. We were moch amused. 
likewise, by seeing an officer's servant with 
a huge violoncello onder his charge, wbich 
he told os had accompanied his master aU 
through the country from Lisbon. 

It will easily be supposed that oor curiosity 
to have a sight of the ground, and to talk 
with the soldiers on the field, was very greaL 
We had small hopes, however, of being 
allowed to leave the ship at such a time; 
and I can never cease to feel grateful for 
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the kindness of the captain who allowed 
)Ir. Oughton, tbe purser, and myself; to go 
on shore. Being personally acquainted with 
8everal of the officers in the army, we hoped 
to be able" to find them out on the ground; 
but could scarcely give credit to the reality 
of our good fortune till we had left the boat, 
pushed our way'through the town-which 
was in a shocking state' of disorder-and 
found ourselves fairly on the great Madrid 
road. which cut. across the positions of both 
armies nearly at right angles. 

As t.he morning was fine, the scene looked 
highly picturesque, and, though painful in 
many respects, it possessed an uncommon 
degree of interest. I need hardly Dlention, 
that. tbere was none of the sbow and flourish 
.of a review to be seen here; for tbe soldiers 
lay scattered about wearied and dispirited, 
ragged in their dress, and mimy of them 
sickly, or rather broken down in appearance, 
by .~be fat.igues" of this celebrated retreat. 
Most. of their chins had been untoucbed by 
a razor for some days. perhaps weeks, while 
their hands and faces being rather Jess fami-
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liar witn soap anll water than with the'smoke ' 
of their muskets, and the charcoal of their 
cooking fires, gave evidence enoogh of the 
want of comforts to which the army had 
been so long exposed. The musketS of the 

,troops were piled in pyrami~s along the ridge 
amongst the 'men who were stretched on the' 
ground fast asleep---":'not in· any very precise 
order, bot still within a few yards on either' 
side of the summit line' ofthe ridge. I ob­
served many of these hardy fellows lying on 
their backs, with' their' hands under their 
heacls, and faces half covered by what're­
m'ained ofa hat, becoming still more deeply 
binned in the sun. :Many~ however, were 
sitting on the grass, or on the loose blocks 
ot'granite which covered the ground; and 
looking in silence with very wistful eyes to­
wards the ships. 
, Along the' whole line of troops, however, 

I observed only one or two of the officers 
asleep. Generally speaking, they were col­
lected into little knots, looking about them; 
but seldom speaking. In fact, one of the' 
things which struck me most, was the pro.: 
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found, almost melancholy silence, which 'pre':' 
vailed amongst so many thousands olmen. 
A. our spirits were not weighed down by' 
any of the depressing causes which affected 
these' gentlemen, we talked away merrily to 
the officers; but, in most cases, were' disap­
pointed to find -so' little animation amongst 
~hem. We forgot how differently from our 
own their lives had lately been spent. We 
had been amusing ourselves in. ease and in 
comfol't,and doing everything we ~quld to 
fill our imaginations with visions of Spanish 
patriotism, national sacrifices, and individual 
exertion, without having actually' seen or 
heard any'thilig to .shew how frothy all this 
was. The army~ 'on the other hand, had been 
marching, fighting,' and starving, almost 
without iiltermission, since the day on which' 
we landed them' two' months 'before. The 
Spaniards, their nominal allies, had gone off' 
to the right about at' the first charge of 
French bayonets. ' The whole 'cQuntry through' 
which the English: troops' had to' retreat­
proved the' very reverse' of friendly;, the' 
seas~n also .was'rjgorous,and~ consequently,' 
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the labours of the. soldiers became hopeless, 
severe, and incessant. Was it, therefore, 
surprising that what is ealledenthusiasm 
was an. article hardly to be. found in the 
camp? 
- We began our morning's excursion nearly. 
at the left of the British position, in the 
midst of Sir John Hope's division; and then, 
turning to .the right hand, threaded our way 
amongst the sleeping soldiers, piled muskets, 
and camp equipage, along the whole line, 
till the ridge upon which the army was in 
posi\ion lost itself in the valley, j ost opposite 
to the h"igh rocky knoll, forming the extreme 
left of the ground occupied by the French. 
The 95th, the well-known Rifle corps, were 
stationed hereabouts; and I was happy to 
find an old friend alive and merry amongst, 
the officers of this regiment. These gentle­
men were in greater spirits than most of the 
others whom we had conversed with. 'Ve 
were surprised, indeed, to find them laughing 
heartily, and, upon asking the cause of their 
mirth, were shewn a good-sized pig the 
regimental cooks were cutting up for a din-
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ner which they said would be ready in a 
few minutes. It seems this unfortunate 
gronter had been disturbed by the French 
pickets near the village of Elvina, just in 
front of the spot where the 95th "'ere sta ... 
tioned. He had made good his retreat, as 
he thought, hut fell right upon our friends 
the sharpshooters, who in a trice charged 
and despatched him with their swords aod 
bayooeta~ These merry soldiers. delighted 
with their good luck, pressed us mnch to 
stay and partake of their windfall j but we 
wished to retrace our steps along a part of 
the line, so as to gain the road to Cornnna, 
and return on board before sunset, 8$ we 
had been ordered. 

On asking them what chance there was 
... of our seeing a battle,· the officers shrugged 
their shoulders, and said they had already 
had quite enough of that work. There was 
no earthly ad vantage to be gained. they said. 
even by victory. while a reverse would now 
be a very serious, perhaps desperate, affair; 
and therefore, they had but one wish. which 
was. to get snugly on board the shipe and be 
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off from such 'a rascally country, and such a 
dastardly, procrastinating, pompous'set of 
useless allies, as the Spaniards. 

"Nevertheless,"we remarked, "you would, ' 
no doubt, make a good figure still if you 
were put to 'it? " 

" I don't know that," one of them said ;' 
"look at the men:..-they,are all worn out, 
and disheartened-if they are not sleeping" 
or eating yrhatever they can, get, hold' of. 
they are looking at the vessels, and thinking 
only' of home. Like us, indeed, they are 
wishing for; any thing but an attack from 
those confounded fellows over the way." 

Upon this we pa:rted - they to, their, wel:­
come dinner, while we retraced' our steps 
amongst the weary soldiers;' who . certainly 
did look ,in such: a 'miserable plight, that it 
seemed' as if the enemy would "have little' 
more to do than gallop across the valley and 
catch ~hem all napping. 

Colonel Napier remarks,however, cleverly' 
enough,in his account'ofthis campaign, that; 
"although a British army may be gleane"d 
in a: retreat,; it 'cannot be' reaped:" and; of-
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thi$. we had abundant proofs within. a few 
minutes after the wretched appearance oftbe 
troops had drawn' from us such disparaging 
reflections. I had but just asked the C()lU­

manding officer of one of the' regiments­
I forget which, near the top of the posi. 
tion-whether he thought any thing cou~d 
possibly rouse the men up? In reply,- he 
said, with a very expressive smile, . and a 
slight nod of his ,head, implying that even 
then he suspected what. was about tp take 
place, 41 You'll see by and by, sir, if the 
Fr:ench there choose tQ come over." 

These words were hardly uttered when, a 
movement along the whole .. enemy's line 
b'ecame apparent even to our inexperienced 
eyes. Almost at the instant when this .stir 
was observed. a furiou~ cannonading was 
opened from a battery ~()Unting eleven guns 
-:- eigh t and twelve pounders - of the exist­
ence of which, I believ~. no· person on our 
side had. previously the' smallest suspicion~ 
for up to this moment it had been completely 
masked. This formidable battery, which 
overhung the right of our position, was so 



placed'that jt raked nearly the, half of the 
Britisb line,aod, of course, the fire from it 
galled the troops excessiv:ely. Had we re­
mained to share the picknick with our friends 
of the 95th, we must have partaken likewise 
of the first salvo from these French guns, 
and, in all probability, this story of the 
action ,might never have fallen' into na~al 
hands. 

The effect of these characteristic prepara­
tory notes of war, was extremely curious. 
At the first discharge from the French bat­
tery, the whole body of the British troops, 
from one end of the line to the other, started 
on their feet, snatched ,up their arms, and 
formed themselves with as much regularity 
and apparent coolness as if they had been 
exercising 00 the parade in Hyde Park. I 
really ,could .sc~rcely believe my eyes when 
I saw these men. spring from the ground as 
if touched by a. magic wand, all full of life 
and vigour, though but one min'.,lte before 
they had .been stretched out listlessly in the 
sun. I have already noticed the silence 
wJ!ich reigned ~ver the field -now. how-
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eYer. there was a loud hum, and occasion~ 
ally a shout, and many a burst of laughter, 
along a distance o~ nearly a mile ~ in the 
~idst of which sound the peculiar sharp 
click-click or fixing bayonets fell distinctly 
on the ear • 

. Many thousand stand of new arms had 
been issued to the troops from the stores at 
Corunna; and I could observe the men rap­
ping the flints, tightening the screws, and 
tossing about their firelocks, with th~ air of 
veteran sportsmen eager {or a shot to try 
their new pieces. The officers, up to this 
moment so languid, were seen every where 
brushing along the line, speaking to the 
sergeants, and making arrangements, which 

. we did not pretend to understand. Aides­
de-camp galloped past us, dropping their 
orders into the ears of the commanding officers 
of the different corps as they moved swiftly 
along the position. Not a single face was 
now turned towards the ships, and we could 
scarcely get a soul to answer one of our 
questions. All was animation and cheer­
fulness over minds from which, but a short 
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time before, it seemed as if every particle of 
spirit had fled. There appeared to be much 
conversation going on, and not a little jesting 
amongst the men, while they were" bracing 
themselves np, buckling on their knapsacks, 
and making various other arrangements, pre­
par~tory to the hard work they foresaw they 
would have to perform before the night fell. 
Their kits, or stock of clothes. none of which 
were· very large, were soon plac:ed on their 
shoulders; and in a very few minutes the 
army was perfectly ready to meet that of the 
enemy, who,by this time was pelting rapidly 
down the side of the opposite heights, in 
three immense close columns. 

I have no precise notion how many nlen 
might be in each of these square, solid masses 
.,....,. I think I have heard it s.tated at six or 
seven thousand.- They kept steadily toge­
ther, looked as dark as the blackest thunder 
cloud I ever saw; and, I must say, their 

.appearance was the most imposing and for. 
midable thing I recollect to have seen, either 
befQfeo or since • 
. 00: til? English side there were only about 
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a dozen small guns, whichtnade but a feeble 
return to the fierce attack of the enemy's 
great raking battery, which continued tear­
ing open the English ranks in dreadful style, 
until the two armies became so completely in­
termixed in personal conBict, that the enemy's 
shot could no longer. be directed with cer­
tainty against their antagonists, without an 
equal chance of hitting their friends. 

When it was found. at the commence­
ment of the. action. that the English guns 
could make DO serious, impression on the 
heavy artillery of the" Jiatiery. they had 
been turned upon the huge French columns, 
which,by this time. had reache.d the level 
space. less than a mile in ·width. lying be­
tween the bases of the two ranges of hills. 
The round and grape with which the enemy's 
columns were, saluted as they came across 
the valley. in 80me degree avenged the havoc 
wrought on the right, and part of the centre 
of our line. by the raking broadsides of the 
battery -so often alluded to. 

Mr. Oughton and I were near the centre 
of the line when the battle commenced.; but 
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asOthe ground- thereabOuts was rather fiat, we 
found it difficult to see well into the valley, 
and, therefore, climbed an abrupt rising 
ground on the -left of the English position, 
on which .two or three regiments were ~sted, 
as: we thought, in reserve. I see no men­
tion, however, of these corps in the accounts 
of the battle, and I presume they must have 
belonged to the main line. About half way 
up this rising ground, but rather lower than 
the spot where these troops were stationed, 
three English -field-pieces were placed. The 
guns had been working away briskly at the 
French columns ever since the enemy came 
within range of shot, and they were still 
firing at the rear of the three great masses. 
the heads of which were, by this time, ac­
tually mingled in tbe plain with the British 
troops, in and round the village of Elvina. 

The intermixture of :the combatants on 
this day -was probably rendered greater than 
-usual, in consequence of the peculiar nature 
of the ground. It could hardly be called a 
plain, fot it was crossed -in all directions by 
roads cut into the earth like deep trenches, 
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eight or ten feet below the sur(ace; while 
on the ground above there was spread a 
complete net-work of walls, hedges, and 
rows of trees, of such intricacy that, I should 
imagine, it was nearly impossible to form 
fifty men abreaEt any where. Thus, each 
corn-field, _ or little patch of garden ground, 
became the scene of a separate fight. 

\Ve were quite near 'enough to see the 
soldiers scrambling over the walls, and meet­
ing one another in these open spaces, or 
amongst the trees, while the smoke and the 
Bashes of musketry from the hollow roads 
shewed that a subterranean sort of warfare 
was going on at the same time. To us the 
field of battle certainly looked as complete a 
seene of confusion as any thing could pos­
sibly be, and I. suppose it must ha~e pre­
sented . nearly a similar aspect even to the 
more practised observation ofthe commander 
of the destructive French battery on our 
nght; for, about. the period I speak of, he 
ceased firing at the troops, and turned all his 
attention towards the few English field-pieces 
-which I have already spoken of. -
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Heretofore we bad been viewing the fray 
from. a gentle slope, several hundred yards 
in front of these English guns, but so con­
siderably below them in level, that their shot 
passed far ?ver our heads. 'Vhen this great 
Banking battery, however. set seriousl,y about 
silencing the fire of QUI: artillery, which, as 
I have mentioned before, were playing away 
upon those parts of the French columns not 
yet mingled with their antagonists. our posi­
tion, as mere spectators. became rather an 
unpleasant one. The small six-pound shot 
of the English field-pieces had whistled over 
us merrily enough; but when .the heavy 
metal of the enemy came spinning and 
screaming about our ears. the story told 
quite differently. Some o( these balls went 
-completlily over the English guns. grazed the 
crest of the ridge. and, falling on the high 
road. rolled down the other side of the hill 
half-way to Corunna. Several hit our guns, 
and made a fine scatter amongst the artillery 
men; while every shot that fell short came 
plump into the little hollow space where we 
nautical men had. established ourselves. and 



VOYAGES AND TRAVELS. 341 

from which we had proposed to view the 
battle at our ease-as if it had merely been 
a panoramic representation of war, instead 
of one ofthe severest struggles in which two 
angry nations had ever been engaged. -
Th~ .purser and I now held a council of 

war, and .the proverbial result of such deli~ 
berations followed. We agreed. unani~ 

mously, that, under existing circumstances, a 
retreat was the propermeasore. The French 
gunners. as if to quicken our prudent resolu~ 
tion.just at that moment pitched a shot so 
critically. tbat it fell between tbe two ama~ 
teurs. and tbrew tbe dirt and stones etuile 
over us. The feeling produced on both our 
minds by tbis broad hint was, that the shot 
must have been aimed expressly at us; but 
although this was probably not the case. we 
took the warning in good part. and moved 
off towards a risi~g ground still farther to 
the left, and tWQ or three hundred yards out 
of the direct line of fire. 

Here we bad the great advantage of making 
acquaintance with the colonel and the otber 
o$eer& of one of the' regiments of the line; 



342 FRAGMENTS 0' 

The colonel, whose name I do not recollect, 
had a pocket" spy-glass in his hand, and very 
kindly described to us· the nature of the dif­
ferent movements as they took place. By this 
time the ce~'tre, and a portion of the left of 
the English line, were gradually becoming en­
gaged in the valley; but the severest fighting 
appeared to be still at the village of Elvina, 
which we could easily distinguish was some­
times in possession of one party, sometimes 
of the other. The uncertainty, indeed, of 
what was going on was greatly augmented 
by the broken nature of the ground, which, 
I suppose, prevented any manteuvre on the 
grand scale; but this circumstance may pro­
bably have taken nothing from the fierce­
ness of those mortal struggles, which we 
could discover, from time to time, in the 
open spaces, 'when a puff of wind blew the 
·smoke on one side. 

The road leading into Corunna, and lying 
between lis and the severest part of the ac­
tion, was at no great distance. It was soon 
c()vered along its whole length with wounded 
men -:-some walking alone-some supported 
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'-and a good many were laid in carts. "\Ve 
observed Sir David Baird led or carried off 
the field: we could not exactly make out 
which, but I think he was walking. Shortly 
afterwards another and a larger grollPpassed. 
bearing along a wounded officer. It was 
evident, from the appearance which this 
party presented, that some person of con;' 
sequence was under their charge. and while 
we were trying to discover who it could pos,:, 
sibly be that engaged so· much attention, 
an officer· rode up the hill. After he- had 
delivered his message, he pointed to the party 
~hich had just gone by, and told us, that 
in the centre was carried along their brave 
commander-in~chief, Sir 10hn Moore. who, 
a few minutes before, had been struck . off 
his horse by a cannon-shot. 
, The command now devolvedupon Sir John 
nope; whom we could' readily distinguish 
from his being surrounded not only.by his 
own. staff, but by the aides-de-camp of his 
two wounded senior ·officers. 

I shall not seek to describe how greatly 
the interest of this scene, ~o new to us in all 
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its parts,. and so, remarkable in itself, was 
heightened by these proofs of 'the serious 
nature of the conflict. The colonel of the 
regiment along with which we had taken up 
our station, was just saying to us,-" Well, 
gentlemen, I don't kno'w how you get on at sea 
- but I certainly never saw on land a. hotter 
fire than this" --when' a second breathless 
messenger came ganoping up, and ordered 
~im to carry his brigade as smartly as he 
could dowD to the right, to support some 
regimen ts which were severely pressed in that 
quarter. In a very few minutes, aceord­
ingly. we were left quite alone, on the summit 
of the ridge, watching with a painful degree 
of interest the movements of our newly made 
and newly lost acquaintances, who' went 
trotting off. at double quick time. right down 
the hill, and ere long were lost sight of in 
the thick of the action. So completely, 
indeed, were they enveloped in smoke and 
dust. that we could only distinguish their 
presence by the movement in advance of the 
British line, which took place on the right 
almost immediately after their arrival. 
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The battle, which had commenced nearly 
at the foot of the English hill,. had gradually, 
though not without several fluctuations, 
moved itselfJorward towards the French lIide 
of the valley; and the much-contested vil­
lage of Elvina remained tinally in our pos­
session. 

I believe I am not strictly correct in say­
ing that this village was opposite to the 
right of the British army, though it was not 
far from that portion of the positioI\ ,which 
rested on the elevated ground. We couldob­
serve some smart fighting still farther to the 
right beyond the termination of the ridge 
between the English reserve and the French 
cavalry. But of this I can record nothing 
with confidence, because the scene or action 
was too far off for us to see distinctly; or 
even to guess wh~t they were about. I re­
member, however, hearingon.e of the officers 
of the regiment we were con~ersing with 
say, that the British troops would be in 
rather an awkward scrape if tbe enemy suc­
ceeded in turning our right, and afterwards 
pusbed themselves down the valley, so as to 
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take up a. position between Corunna and the 
~rmy. Instead of this happening, the left 
of the Fl'ench was fortunately repulsed. and 
even driven considerably back, though. I 
~elieve, never fairly turned. 

As the battle 4id not commence till be-. . 
tween two and three o'clock in the after­
noon, and was very obstinat~ly contested on 
both .s.ides, no great time was allowed. before 
~he night set in. for those important ,ma­
preuvres which form so much of the interest 
of battles. ~ll was sheer hard fighting. The 
~ventual advantage, however. was manifestly 
,on the side of the English, for it was easy to 
,distinguish that the struggle was carried 
,on towards thll end of the day at a position 
removed considerably in advance of that on 
Which the English had stood when they were 
first at~acked. What might have been the 
,JesuIt if the ground had been clear of hedges, 
~itches. walls. and deep roads, I cannot pre­
tend to say; but it struck me at the time, 
when looking down. with a sort of bird's 
eye view,on the battle, that, cut up as the 
ground was. there could be little communi-'" -, . 
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cation to ~he right and left between the dif­
ferent bodies of fighting men, and conse­
quently, that each regiment or mass must 
have acted very much for itself-somewha~ 
in the way ships of war do in a general 
action, Cavalry, I imagine, could not have 
been brought into play on such ground; . and 
indeed, there were no horses in the battle~ 
on our side, at least- except those of the 
field-officers and. their aides-de-camp. 

What I regretted most was not seEjiJlg the . 
French battery taken ; and, from Colonel 
Napier's account, it appears, that if General 
Fraser's division had been brought int~ 
action along with the reserve at the close of 
the day, this might have been accomplished, 
after which the enemy could hardly have 
escaped a signal overthrow.· 

It must have cost Sir John Hope a great 
effort of military self-denial to have resisted 
such a temptation; If but, on the other hand," 
observes the judicious historian, If to con­
tinue the action in the dark was to .tempt 

• Napier, vol. i. p. 498. 



348 FRAGMENTS OF 

fortune, for the enemy ·were still. the most 
numerous, and their ground was strong. 
The disorder the French were in offered such 
a favourable opportunity to get elD board the 
ships, that Sir John Hope, upon whom tbe. 
command of the army had devolved, satisfied 
with having repulsed the attack. judged it 
more prudent .to pursue the original plan of 
embarking during tbe night; and this opera­
tion was effected without delay. the arrange­
ments being so complete th3:t neither con- . 
fusion nor difficulty aeeurred.''' 

• Napier, vol. i. p •• 98. 
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CHAPTER .XIV. 

- 'rHE EYENINQ AFTER TH~ BATTLE. 

UNPORTUNATELY~ we ~ould not remain till 
the very last upon our elevated lop;k-ou~ 

station, from whence we had commanded 
so complete a view of this hard-fough~ 

field, butw~re obliged to come down shortly 
after sunset, that we might 'get on board, if 
possible, before dark. We took the shortest 
way from the top of the hill by a little foot 
path. leading along a steep bank. till we 
gained the great Corunna high road. By'this 
time the whole space between the field of 
battIe and the town was pretty well crowded 
with wounded men. and stragglers of all kinds. 
wending their way, as well as they might, 
towards the point of embarcation. 

'The first person we met, on coming to the 
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road, was an elderly officer. I think of the 
50th regiment, supported by a private soldier 
on one side, and leaning on his sword with the 
other hand.W e helped him to gain a seat 
near the door of a little cottage, which we 
could see had-been used as a temporary hos­
pital. from the numerous 0 wounded. dead. 
and -dying men stretched all round it. This 
situation being on the face of the hill next 
the town, was not liable to be struck by any 
direct fire from the enemy. and the chance of 
any stray shots plunging into it. over the 
top of the ridge. was not great. 

The old officer's face was so pale. that 
a streak of blood along his brow and cheek, 
though not broader than a thread, was as 

o conspicuous 0 as if it had been a line drawn 
on a sheet of paper. That he had received 
a serious wound. was evident ; but we had 
°not the least idea he was dying • 

.. I should like the doctor to look at my 
head," he said; and ina minute 'or two the 
surgeon came from the cottage. He took off 
the officer's cap, cuOt away sQme of the hair, 
looked closely at the wound. and then paused. 
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. "Well-sir-what-say-you 1" asked the 
wounded man, whose words dropped slowly 
and laboriously from his lips. 

"This is no time to trifle, sir." replied tbe 
surgeon, for whom a dozen miserable suf­
ferers were calling out; ." and I am sorry to 
tell you tbis wound is mortal. It is my duty 
to tell you that you bave but a short time to 
live !" 

II Indeed, I feared so," groaned the poor 
man. "And yet," hesigbed," I "hould 
lik~ very much to live a little longer-if It 
were possible." 

He spoke no' more, but laid his sword' on 
a larie stone by his side, as gently as if its 
steel had been turned to glass. and that he 
was fearful of breaking it. What he meant 
by this action, we knew not; for he Bunk 
dead on the grass' almost immediately after­
wards. 

On regaining the road, we were loudly 
appealed to by so many'voices of men suffer­
ing from their wounds, and. in despair of 
eV,er reaching the boats, that we knew not 
which way to turn, or what to do. At first 
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we gave our arms to those nearest U8 who 
could walk; but on these wretched men 
failing, and others struggling to gain our 
assistauce, it became quite evident that we 
should never reach the shore if we did not 
close our ears to these supplications. In fact, 
we were just resolving - hard-hearted as it 
may seem-to walk along as fast ruj we could 
without heeding the wounded and dying,' 
when a number of artillery waggons, sent 

. from the city, came galloping aloog. with 
orders ~ glean up all the sufferers w ho c~uld 
not readily find their way alone. 

As we came nearer to Corunna, we found 
this precaution had already been tak.;n, so 

"that such of the wounded people as we now 
fell in with on foot-and these were many 
hundreds-were trudging 00, I can hardly 
call it merrily, but certainly with a degree of 
animation, which, considering the frightful 
predicament of many of them, was truly 
wonderful. Generally speaking. indeed. the 
soldiers displayed a great degree of fortitude. 
,y-e passed oue cart filled with men. none of 
whom uttered a complaint, though I CQuld 
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observe more than one stream of blood trick-­
ling on the road, through the-openings be­
tween the planks. 

There was hardly any twilight left when 
we entered the town. but, in consequence 
of orders given to illuminate the houses in 
the streets leading to the places of embarca­
tion, no difficulty arose in marching the 
hoops to the boats; an operation which, 
for obvious -reasons, was purposely delayed 
till it was quite dark. 

,!hen the action was ended. and the army 
withdrawn to the position they had occupied 
in the morning. every demonstration -was 

• made of an intention to retain possession 
of the ground. In this view~ large fires 
were kindled along the line, and these being 
kept up during the whole night,efFectuaUy 
deceived the enemy, and gave time for the 
different corps not only to retire at leisure in 
good order, but to embark almost as regu­
larly as if nothing had happened. Such is 
the effect of discipline well understood. 

These troops, apparently broken down in 
spirits. and well nigh worn out with bodily 

VO L. II. AA 
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fatigue and numberless privations, were called 
upon suddenly, to mix in hot fight with a 
powerful enemy; and then, at the close of 
the day, after repulsing their assailants, in­
stead of being allowed to repose, were re­
quired to march at once to the beach for 
.embarcation. . Yet this serviee was executed 
in as regular order as if the men ha.d been 
filing off a parade. 

Each soldier took his place in the boats. 
and was rowed on. board the particular 
ship destined to receive him. It may 
not be uninteresting to mention, that; on 
visiting the field before the battle, we found 
the officers of each regiment in possession of 
tickets, specifying the name and number of 
the transport in which their corps was to be 
embarked. Accordingly, when the troops 
marched into COT1~nna in the middle of the 
night, they proceeded, without any halt, 
straight to the shore, where they found the 
men-of-war's barges and launches, and the 
flat-bottomed boats of the transports, all 
ranged jn order ready to receive them. As 
soon !is it was known what regiment was 



VOYAGES AN)) T1l4VELS. 355 

approaching, a certain number of the boats 
were brought to the edge of the beach­
no noise or confusion took place~the sol­
diers stepped in-the word WM given to 

ahove off, and in half an hour the empty 
boat. were on their way back again to the 
point of embarcatioD, having deposited these 
gallant freights in their resp~ctive vessels~ 
and happy enough, we may weU believe, they 
must have been to find rest for their feet at 
last. 

The loss of our great commander-ili-chief. 
however, added much to the gloom which, 
in "pita of the success attending the contest 
of the day, hung on everyone's mind. A 
retreat. and a night embarcation, are un .. 
pleasant circumstances at any time; but I 
must tlay. that nothing during the whole of 
these memorable scenes. e"cited my admira­
tion more than the cheerfulness with which 
the harassed soldiers bore so· mRny inevit­
able, but trying humiliations. Their gallant 
bearing in the morning, when assailed by 
the formidable columns of the enemy, was 
certainly very brilliant; and still <more ad-" 
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mirable did their courage appear. when stand­
ing . inactive •. to have their- ranks ploughed 
up by the French battery so often men­
tioned. Although nothing could well be 
more striking than their unflinching steadi .. · 
ness~nder such trials, I am not sure if their 
genuine stamin.a. and merit as soldiers. were 
not· fully as much eVinced in their subse­
quent orderly demeanour. when the excite­
ment of action was past. and when the dark..; 
ness rendered it easy for any man to straggle. 

. without the possibility of detection •. The true 
spirit of discipline. which teaches men to do 
right because it is right. then came into use-. 
ful play. Each man knew his duty. ud 
wished to perform it. consequently the whole . 
body-some fifteen or twenty thousand iD 
number-marched from ihe field to the boats , 
almost wit.h the regularity of a corporal's 
guard going its rounds. 'Vho shall say. that 
a retreat. 'which left the troops in condition 
to fight such a battle, and to preserve such· 
order afterwards. was not a successful mili­
tary operation! 

The details of Sir khn Moore's death are 
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now well known, and need not, therefore, be 
repeated here; but at the time I am speak­
ing of, they were new to every one, and were 
well calculated to' produce a great effect. 
During the whole night . after the battle, 
while the troops were embarking, and in the 
early part of which their late 'commander's 

. body was consigned to its .. truly military 
grave, his dying rem"ark, that he had always 
wished to end .his days thus-his exultation 
at the success of his last engagement.-and 
his satisfaction at the conduct of the sol­
diers,-were passed eagerly from mouth to 
mouth, and appeared to be considered by 
the army as an ample recompense for all 
tbehardships they had endured on tbe re­
treat, so mournfully, but, at the same time, 
so gloriously ended. 

The embarcatioia of the troops was not 
entirely finished when tbe day broke. on the 
morning of the 17th of January; and had 
not Corunna been a fortified place, tbe enemy 
might have rushed on, and greatly harassed, 
if not cut off the rear. As it was, the pickets 
and other detachm~nts from the different 
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corps, left to keep the fires lighted. had 
to scamper for it briskly enough; for the 
French cavalry were pushed forward at the 
first peep of dawn, to ascertain what was the 
situation of affairs. The bird was flown. 
however-the camp empty---and only a long 
line of well-heaped fires remained to shew 
the diligence of the last lingerers on the 
field. The enemy put spurs to their horses 
as soon as they made out that the troops 
were gone. Having galloped briskly over 
the ridge, they had the mortification to see 
the last of the retiring pickets crowding 
into the gates of Corunna under cover of 
the guns of the fort, which were manned 
partly by the rear-guard of the British army. 

o and partly by the Spaniards. who behaved, 
upon this occasion. with a degree of steadi­
ness in the cause of their allies. which de­
serves particular mention. as it was almost 
the only instance in which the English forces 
bad been effectually seconded by the people 
they came to assist. The bafHed troopers of 
. the French puI1ed up their horses, on coming 
within range of the grape and canister shot 
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from the works; and thus terminated the 
second campaign of the great Peninsular· 
war. 

Shortly afterwards~ we could see from the 
boats, as we passed to and from the shore 
to the transports, the heads of the enemy's 
columns shewing themselves, one by one, 
over the tops of the ridge on which the 
English had been posted, and presently the 
whole of that part of the ground which faced 
the harbour was speckled with French 
troops. In the course of the day, al~o, we 
could distinctly hear the drums of the dif­
ferent regiments as they came down the hill; 
and this reminds me, that during the whole 
morning of the previous day, before the battle, 
we heard the enemy's bands of music play­
ing at different places along the top of their 
position, which, as I have said before, over­
looked the comparative1ylow ground where 
the British army were posted. 

Our army was not in so sbowy a condi­
tion; for I almost question if there could 
have been found a clarinet or a bassoon in 
the whole line. There were plenty of ~ewly. 
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supplied drums, indeed, whose clean parch­
. ment heads, and shining. sides, made the 
tattered' dresses and chafed accoutrements 
of the soldiers, in every other department 

'of their equipment. only. the, more conspi­
cuous. I well remember, also, the animating 

. rattle ~adeby some forty or fifty of these 
drums stationed along the Britishline,when 

, the fierce and reiterated salvos of the French 
battery first roused up the. troops, and' made 
them stand to their arms. There was some-

,thing unc,:ommonlystriking in listeI:\ing at 
such a moment to sounds which we had been 
accustomed, timeout of mind, to associate 
with, mere reviews an"- parades, but. which 
'were now addressed to men engaged in real 
service~perhaps for the last time. .' 

These, and many. other similar reflec­
tions, 'crowded fast upon (lur thoughts, and 
fixed themselves indelibly in our minds •. It 
is a great mistake t~ suppose that, on occa":' 
sions of such high excitement; we are not in 
a mood, or have. not -leisure to moralize; on 
the contrary; I believe it is precisely at such 
periods tha~ the imagination ha~ most p'ower, 
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and its combinations are the most numerous 
,and impressive. Shakspeare appears to have 
well understood this principle of our nature : 
and those critics who object to some speeches 
of Lady Constance, and others of his charac­
ters, on the score of their indulging, out of 
season, in fantastic similes to express highly­

'excited passion, can hardly have had the 
means of judging, from actual experience, 
of what strange and apparently incongruous 
materials our feelings are made up. . . 

The French, as they approached Corunna, 
were not slack in bringing up those heavy 
guns which had harassed our position in 
such style the day before, and trying their 
efficacy on the ships. It was playing at 
long bowls, indeed, for the point to which 
the guns were brought must have been more 
than a mile off, and, being much elevated 
above the sea, the balls were plunged at 
random amongst the Heetof transports. Had 
the battery been low down on the beach, 
so that the shot had been made to boom 
alona' the surface of the water, they might 

to 

perhaps havil done some real mischief. As 
it was, however, they only excited a bustle 
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amongst the merchant ships, many of which 
cut their cables, and, as the wind was fair, 
they drifted out of the harbour in groups of 
eight or ten in a body. I need not ex~ 
plain, I suppose, that transports are merely 
trading vessels, hired by government for the 
exclusive purpose of carrying troops; and 
as they are neither armed, nor commanded 
by officers, they are not calculated for any 
warlike purposes. Consequently, when they 
found the shot dropping amongst them, they 
considered themselves quite out of place. and 
scrambled off as fast as they could. There 
was something rather indecent, it is true, 
in the hurry of these pacific gentlemen, and 
something comical also. I was rowing past 
one transport, when the boat was hailed by 
a military officer. 'Ve lay upon our oars· to 
hear what he had to say. 

" I wish you would give 'us some help 
bere," he cried; " weare all soldiers on 
board, and don't know how to get the an~ 
chor up, or how to .set the sails." 

" \Vhere's "the master and his crew 1" we 
asked. 

" 0," replied the soldier, laughing. " the 
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scamps took to their boat upon a sbot pass­
ing between the masts; and here we are, a 
parcel of land lubbers, as you see, willing 
enough to work. shoi or no shot, if you will 
be good enough to put us in the way." 

Aa tbe ship by which we had been hailed 
was already full of troops, I put a midship­
man and a couple of the boat's crew on 
board, and then proceeded with the fifty men 
we were embarking. Presently I saw my 
friends--the loldier-sailors-heaving ;up their 
ancbor, and making sail in perfectly good 
style. The raggamuffiu of a skipper joined 
his vessel off the port, and the midshipman 
returned with many thanks from the troops, 
who had been so nnhandsomely deserted. 

Another ttan8port~ however. lying con­
siderably in shore of the one which we 
relieved, and, consequently, all the nearer 
to the battery, got under weigh in the most 
deliberate style imaginable, made sail r~ 
gularly, and, having accidentally cast the 
wrong way on tripping her anchor. did not 
wear -round with her head off shore, bnt 
filled upon the larboard tack, and stood oni 
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nearing the, guns more and more every mi­
nute, and drawing all. their fire upon her • 

. After a time she tacked. a'nd sailed. leisurely 
out to sea. actually delaying to make all sail 

,till she was beyond the reach of shot. 
This, well;.managed and very creditable 

little incident restored ,the good humour of 
the whole fleet. as well as that of the troops, 
justly irritated at the pusillaniinity of some 
of their. unwarlike countrymen. There. was 

. afterwards much laughing at each, ineffectual 
discharge of the distant guns on the heights. 

Meanwhile, three. if not four, ofthe trans­
ports, which lay nearest to the town of Co­
runna, managed matters so ill, that oli cutting 
the.ir.cables, without first ,having their sails 
properly set. they could not clear the point, 
and so went plump ashore. just inside. a 
small rocky island. on which the. castle of 
~an.Antonio' is built. at the distance of two 
or. three hundred yards from the walls at the 
nOl'th-western angle of the city. The hard 
granjte on which Corunna. stands being an 
overmatch for the ribs of these vessels, very 
soon pierced. their sides. and laid them on 



VOYAGES AND TRAVELS. 365 

their beam ends. It cost a dozen boats a 
full hour's labour to remove the-troops 'to 
other transports. But even these provoking 
shipwrecks proved. as will be seen presently.­
highly useful to the purpose then in hand­
the orderly embarcation ofthe rear guard­
and the other remaining troops. consisting of 
several thousand chosen men. who still kept', 
the enemy at bay. while their comrades were 
passing from the shore to the fleet. 

A midshipman, I believe of the Vvle de 
Paris. had been sent with a message to Sir 
Samuel Hood, who superintended the em~' 
barcation of the army. On his way to the 
landing-place. he observed the tranflports 
alluded to bilged and deserted, and having 
done his errand, and being in DO great hurry 
to return. be pulled between the castle of 
San An'onio and the sally-port which opens, 
from the salient angle of the bastion. form.,. 
ing the extreme point of the principal works 
in that quarter of the citadel. 

II It would be a great shame," quoth the 
middy, "if these vessels, wrecked though 
they be, should fall into the hands of the 
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French; so I shall go on board and set fire 
to them." 

This was accordingly done; but although 
there rose a considerable smoke: from the 
wrecks during the afternoon, the Hames did 
not burst out till about an hour or two after 
sunset. almost at the. moment named for 
assembling the launches and barges of the 
Heet to embark the rear-guard. Every thing 
was so well arranged. and the discipline of 
the troops so admirable, that, although the 
night was exceedingly dark. we might pro­
bably have got all the men on board before 
morning. without any seriolll> difficulty or 
disorder. But by means of the splendid 
illumination,caused by these burning ships, 
stranded within less than a hundred yards of 
the sally-port. the soldiers were enabled to 
march down to the boats in companies, and 
embark with as much ease and celerity as if 
it had been noonday. The whole operation 
was thus accomplished, not only without 
the loss of a DIaD, or the occurrence of a 
single accident, but in about one quarter of 
the time it must have taken in the dark. This 
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was on the evening of the 17th of January, 
1809, the day after the battle; and, before 
break.faat-time next morning, the whole fleet 
of men-of-war and transports were standing 
out to sea. 

As we in the Endymion had the exclusive 
charge of the convoy of transports, we re­
mained to the very last, to assist the ships 
witb provisions, and otherwise to regulate 
the movements ~f the 8tragglers. Whilst 
we were th.u8 engaged, and lying t~, with 
our main-topsail to the mast. a small Spa. 
Dish boat came alongside, with two or three 
British officers in her. 00 these gentll!meo 
being invited to step up, and say what they 
wanted. one of them begged we would io­
form him where the transport No. 139 was 
to be found t 

., HolY can we possibly tell you that 1" 
said the officer of the watch. II Don't you 
see the ships are scattered as far as the 
horizon in every direction? Y 00 had moch 
better come on board this ship in the mean 
time." 

" No, sir, no," cried the officers; II we 
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have received directions to go on board the 
transport ]39, and her we must find." 
, .. What is all this about?" inquired the 

captain of the Endymion; and being told o~ 
the scruples of the strangers, insisted upon' 
their coming up. He very soon explained 
to them'the utter impossibility, at such a 
moment, of finding out any particular trans­
port.amongst between three and four hun­
dredships~ ev,ery,one of which was following 
her~wn way.Wefoimd out afterwards that 
they only were apprehensive of baving it 
imagined they had designedly come to· ~he 
frigate for better quarters. Nothing, of course,' 
was farther from' our thoughts; indeed, it 
was evidently the result of,accident., So we' 
sent away their little boat, and just at that, 
moment the gun-room steward, announced 
breakfast. We invited our new friends down, 
and gave them a ,hearty meal in peace and. 
comfort--:-a luxury they had not enjoyed for 
many a long and rugged day •. 

Our next care was to afford our tired war­
riors the much-required, comforts of Ii. razor 
and clean linen. We divided the party 



VOYAGES AND TR~'lELS. 369 

amongst. UI; and 'I was IiIO m.ucb, taken with,· 
one of these officer", that I urged him tQ 
accept such accoDl:modation as my cabin and 
wardrobe afforded. He had come .to us with,. 
'put one stitch of clothes beyond what he 
then wore, and these, to say the truth~ were 
not in the. best conditioD~ at. the elbQws 
and other angular points of his. frame. Let 
that pass,-he was as fine a, fellow as ever 
stepped; and I had much pride and pleasure 
in taking care of hi~ during the passage. 

We soon became great. frie~ds; but on 
reaching England we parted, and I never 
saw him more. Of course he soon lost sight 
of me; but his fame rose hi.gh, and, as I 
often read his name .n the Gazettes during 
the subsequent campaigns in. theP~ninsula. 
I looked. fOfwarll with a, gradually increasing 
anxiety to the renewal of an acquain~ance' 
begun so auspiQiously.· At last I was grati­
fied by a bright flash of hope i.n .this matter, 
.which went O\1t, alas, ail speeqily as it came. 

Not quite six years after these ~vents, I 
came hOIDe from India, in command of a 
slQop of w~r~ Before enteJ,ing tlJe.channel, 

VOL. II. DB 
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we fell in with a ship which gave ~s the 
first news f)f the battle of Waterloo, and 
spared us a precious copy of the Duke of 
Wellington's despatch; and within five mi-' 
nutes after landing at Portsmouth, I met a 
near relation of my own. This seemed a 
fortunate rencontre~ for I had not received 
a letter from home for ~early a year-and 
I eagerly asked him,-

" 'Vhat news of all friends 1 '.' 
e.e I suppose," he said, cc you know of yout 

sister's marriage?" 
'~No, indeed! I do not! .,.-which sis­

ter?" 
He told me . 
•• But to whom is she married ?" I cried 

f)ut with intense impatience, and wonder­
ing greatly that he had not told me this at 

. once~ 
" Sir'Villiam de Lancey waa the person," 

he answered. But he spoke not in the 
joyous tona that befits such communica­
tions. 

cc God bless me!" I exclaimed. " I am 
delighted to hear that. I know him well-
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we picked bim up in a boat, at sea, aftel" 
the battle of Corunna, and 1 brought him 
home in my cabin in the Endymion. 1 see 
by tbe despatch, giving an account of the 
late victory, that he was badly wounded­
How is he now 1-1 observe by the postscript 
to the Duke's lettel", that strong hopes are 
entertained of his reco,~ery." 

,. Yes," said my friend, If that' was re­
ported, but could hardly have been believed. 
Sir William was mortally wounded, and lived 
not quite a week after the action. Tlie only 
comfort about this sad matter is, that his 
poor wife, being near the field at the time, 
joined him immediately after the battle, and 
had the melancholy satisfaction of attending 
her husband to the last!" 

END or THI: SECOND VOLUME. 

LONDON: 

I. MOYBB, '100K-. COvR'I', CBAlfCBRY LANC. 
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