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T . TO
THE MOST NOBLE

THE

MARCHIONESS of HERTFORD.

Mapam,

Lrean 1 may be accused of presumption,
in dedicating to your Ladyship a Work
which may, at first sight, appear to be pos--
sessed of little literary value. It i to be
considered, however, that the original is the
production of a Native of the East, unac-
quainteci with the sciences of Europe, whose
only object was to inform and improve his .
“countrymen, by a candid and simple narra-
tive of what he saw, heard, and thought,
during his Travels.

" The remarks of such an observer, on the
laws, manners, and customs of the different
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countries of Europe, particularly on those of
our own, can never be without their interest
" and importance to an enlightened mind : and
I am therefore encouraged to hope, that your
Ladyship, after making due allowance for
the disadvantages of a translation, may be
enduced to honour them with your counte-
. nance and protection.

I have the honour to be,

Your Ladyship’s most obedient

and devoted Servant,
CHARLES STEWART.

Hertford,
May 25¢h, 1810.



TRANSLATOR’s PREFACE.

el eamrs

I WILL not trespass on the time .of the
Reader, by any apology for introducing to
him the following Work. The free re
marks of an intelligent Foreigner, and
gsbecially of an - Asiatic, on. our laws,
customs, and manners, when they are ascer-
tained to be genuine, must always be con-
sidered as an object of liberal curiosity.

The Author of these Travels was S6
well known in London, in the years
1800 and 1801, uhde: the title of The
Persian Prince, and has so clearly related
the principal incidents.of his life in' the
introduction and cours¢ of h1s narrative,
that it is unnecessary to-enter further
- into his personal history in this place; and '
it only remains for me to give some account;
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of the Manuscript from which the Trans-
latlon was made.

For several months after the Author s
return to Bengal, he was without any
employment ; during which time he re-
vised his Notes, and 'c0mpiled his Nar-
rative. He then employed several Katibs
(writers) ‘to. transciibe a -certain number
of copies under his own inspection, which
he distributed to his most intimate friends.
One of these correct copies was presented
by the Author to Captain Joseph Taylor,’
of the Bengal Artillery, who, in the year
1806, had a correct transcript taken of.
it at Allahabad, by Mirza Mohammed
Sadik I\'Ioonshy ; . which copy he gave to
Licutenant-Colonel Lennon, who brought,
it to England m the following year, and
.from whom 1t came mto my hands.

- The Manuscnpt consists of three small
octavo volumes, written in 2 neat hand;
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which, for the satisfaction of any persons
who may have doubts. of its -authenticity,
will be deposited with Messrs. Longman
& Co. Booksellers, for three months.

With Trespect to ‘the Translation,” I
shall only say, that I have endeavoured to,
render it.as literal as the different idioms
of the two languages would -permit :. and,
except in,a very few instances, for which
I trust I shall be pardoned by the Reader,
I have not ventured to curtail or omit
any part of the narrative,

The subjects so curtailed are; First;
the poetical effusions of .the Author,
which; in the original, occupy a number
of pages. Secondly,- the long lists ".of
his friends, at the - principal places he
visited. 'Thirdly, a dissertation on anas
tomy : and Fourthly, a long description
of a garden hot-house. These are the
anly articles that have been omitted,
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In some places, I have been under
the necessity of transposing the Chapters,
in order to preserve a connexion between
the subjects ; an object little attended to

by Oriental writers in general.

We have several. books of fictitious
travels, ascribed to natives of the East;
but I believe this is the first time the
genuine opinions of an: Asiatic,. respect-
ing the institutions of Europe, -have ap-
peared in the English language; and, as
such, I trust they, will be received with
proporgionate interest by the Public.

- I.take this opportunity of returning
my public thanks to Mr. Nortthte, for
the .readiness with which: he lent the
Portrait, from which the Engraving of
the Author has been taken. ' ’

Hertford, May 1810.



CONTENTS.

' INTRODUCTION
AFTER thanksgwmg to God,. and pralse of Mobammed,

the Author details his reasons for publishing the account .
ofhxsTravels. . e e aa e 4...- VOL. I. 3—5.

. VOL. I CHAP. 1.
‘he Author gives an account of his origin, and of his family,
"His father becornes a_favourite of Abul Munsur Khan
Sufder Jung, Nabob of Oude—is appomted deputy to the

Nabob s nephew. The Nabob dies—is succeeded by’ ‘his. -

son’ Shu_)aa ad Dowleh, who becomes jealous of his cousin,
and “arrests and puts him to death—-suspxcxous of the
adherents of the deceased—he atternpts’ to seize the’
author’s father, who flies to Bengal. The author's
journey to join his father at Moorshedabad. Hxs father
dies. The "Nabob ™ Shujaa ad Dowleh dies—is succeeded
by bis son Assuf ad Dowleh, whose minister invites the
author to return to Lucknow, and bestows on him the
appointment of Aumildar, or callector of-the -revenues.
The minister dies—his successor inimical, to the author, °
who - is superseded, and retires- to. Lucknow—appomted
an assistant to Colonel Hannay, collector of Gomxckpore—
is rempved from hjs' office, and returns -to Lucknow.
Insmrrecnons in-Qude. . The author consulted-hy the
VOL. I.’



CONTENTS.

English on the state of affairs-—is employed to reduce
Rajah Bulbudder Sing—surprizes the Rajah’s camp. En-
mity of thé ‘ninistet, Hyder Beg Khan. ~The author
proceeds to Caléutta—is well received by the Governor-
General —settles in Calcutta. Lord Cornwallis recom-
mends the author to the British Resident, and to the
Nabob, ‘at Lucknow. Lord Cornwallis leaves India. The
Nabob quarrels with the Resident, and dismisses the
author, who returns to Calcutta —being unhappy, is in-
vited to make a-voyage to Europe,——}agrees—takes his
passage—the ship is burnt—he engages another vessel. - -

VOL. I. . 7—10.
CHAP. IL

The Author leaves Calcutta—arrives at Kedjeree——embarks
on board a vessel bound to Denmark. Description of the
ship—character of the captain and officers. The ship
sails ta the mouth of the river. Embargo— disagreeable
state of suspense. An English vessel burned while at
anchor— plundered by the Danish captain. The French
frigate La Forte captured by an English frigate,. both: of
which pass up the river. 'The embargo taken off. The
‘author proceeds on his voyage. - - - - = Ib 20-27.

BN

CHAP. I -
Comthencement of the voyage. The captain finds it requisite
to go to the Nicobar Islands for water. Phamemena.
Description of the Nicobar Idlands-their produce,
inhabitants, &c. Sevérdl of the W, . or Indian
saflors, desert the ship, and coneceal themiselves in the
woods —broaght back by the natives i fnfamous eohduct
of the captaﬁx\én 1his.occasion. The ship leaves the iskarrds.



CONTENTS.

Sunvertical. Calms. - Polar star. - Equinoctial liné. Cu-

rious geremony on passing the line. Shoal of flying fish.
Trade winds. - The ship passes: the longitudes of the

islands of Mauritius and. Madagascat. "Gale of wind.

Sufferings of the author, - Discover the coast of Afica.
Whales ;éproach the vessel. See the Table Mountain of
the Cape of Good Hope. The captain resolves to go into

- the port. The ship carrried to the southward by the cur-
rent. Dreadful storm. The author's reflections, The

. vessel loses her reckoning—is in great distress—aggin dis-
~ covers the hnd——.énch_dr_s in False B}ay. - = YOL.I. 29——54

CHAP. IV. :

The Author disembarks, and hires lodgings at False Bay—
description of his landlord and “family +is ‘hospitably re-
ceived by the Commandant of the Briish troops—marked
atfention of the -officers of the Royal navy-—improper
conduct of his landlord—he determinés on pmceeding to
Cape Town ~account of his journey,  Description of the’
town, and remarks occasioned thereby, Character of the
Dutch inhabitants; ‘and their conduct to slaves. ' Desctip-
tion of the climate, and of the-country in the vicinitj of
the Cape; also of the fiuits, vegetables, animals, and
other producuons People of various nations settled at
the Cape. 'The author meets with- several Moham-
medans. Panegyric on. General .Dundas and the Brmsh
officers.  The author_sells his slagve pnd some other pfo-
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INTRUDUCTION :

'After thanksgwmg to GO(? and prazse qf Mo— |
hammed the Author detuzls his reasons Jor
" publishing jhe‘ account-of hzs, Trave?s

, GLORY be to God the Lord of all worlds,’
who has' conferred innumerable blessmgs ‘on
" ‘mankind, and accomplished all the laudable

de51res of his creatures Praxse be also to the

Chosen of ' Mankmd - the traveller over the
whole expanse of the heavens (Mohammed),
and benedxctxons thhout end on his descen-

dants and compamons
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The wanderer ovér the face of the Earth,
Abu Taleb the son of Mohammed of Ispahan,
begs leave to inform the curious in biography,
ihat, owing to several adverse circumstances,
finding it inconvenient to remain at home, he
was compelled to undertake many tedious
journeys; during which, he associated with

_men of all nations, and beheld various won-

ders, both by sea and by land.

It therefore occurred to him, that if hé
were to write all the circumstances of his jour-
ney through Europe, to describe the curiosities
and wonders which he saw, and to give somne
account of the manners and customs of the
various nations. he visited, all of which are
little known to Asiatics, it would afford a gra't-_

tifying banquet to his countrymen.

.He was also of opinion, that many of the
customs, inventions, sciences, and ordinances
of Europe, the good effects of which are
apparent in those countrics, might, with great
advantage, be imitated by Mohammedans.
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Impressed with these ideas, he, ‘on” his
first setthig out on his Travels, commenced
a journal, in which. he ‘daily inserted every
occurrence, ‘and committed to writing such
reflections as occurred 'to him at the moment :
and on his return- to Calcutta, in the year of
 the Hejira 1218 (A. D. 1803), having revised
and abridged his notes, ‘he' arranged them in
the present form. '
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CHAP I

Tl.w Author gives an account of his origin, and :
of his family. His father becomes a favou-
r;'ze of Abul Munsur Khan Syfder Jung,
‘Nalob of Oude—is ;appointed deputy to. the
Nabob's nephew.  The Nabob' dies—is suc-
ceede‘dﬁy his son Shujaa ad Dowleh, who
becomesl.}'ealous of his cousin, and arrests and
pzds him to death——suspicious of the adhe-
“rents of the deceased~—he aitempts to seize
the author's fatkef, who flies to" Bengal.
The author's journey to join his father at
Moorshedabad. His father dies. The Nabob
Shujaa ad Dowleh dies—is succeeded by. his
son Assuf ad Dowleh, whose minister invites
the author to return to Lucknow, and bestows
on him the appointment of Aumildar, or col-
lector of the revemues. The ‘minister dies—

his successor. inimical to the author, who is



" MIRZA ABU TALEB KHAN. 7

' .mpersecied, und retires to. Lizék_nbw*appdinted.
an ‘dssistant to Colonel Hannay, .i:ollecwr;
of Gormcﬁpo}e—i&» removed fromn his office,
and- rétufns"té "L'uclmow.t -Insurré’ptiom‘ in
Oude; “The -author consulted by the' English:

- on “the state of ‘,'qﬁ"airs-—?is “employed to
reduce Rajah. ;Bul_{zudder Sing——surprizes ‘the
Rajak’s” camp. --Enmity ‘of the - minister:
rHyder Bég: Khan.  The -author proceeds -ia:
Calcutta-—-zs well ‘réceived by the Gavernor—- -
general—settles in Caloutta. Lord Comwallzs
recommends the author to the British Resident,
and to the Nabob, at I/uc&now Lord Corn~
wallis leaves "India.. The Nabab quarrels -
'zvi'ih the Resident, and dzsszse; thé -author,:
who ' returns_ t6° Caleytta—Ubeing ﬂnhappy’, 'is
invited to make a voyage to Europe—agrées—

 takes his passage—the ship is burnt— he
eﬁgages.anoiher ve'ssel. |

I N commencing the account of my Travels,
I think’ it . requisite that the. Readér should be
‘informed of sorhe circumistances which occurred
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-antecedent to my setting out,’ and be made ac-

- quainted with the general outline of my history.

"~ My father was named Hajy Mohammed
* Beg Khan, by descent a“Turk, but born-at
Abbassabad Ispahan. Whilst 2 young marf
" dreading the tyranny' of Nadir- Shah, he fled

frony Persia; and, on his arrival in India, was
admitted ‘in}o ‘the friendship of the-. Nabob
Abul: Muns  Khan_Sufder Jung.-- Upon the
death . of ow1l Ray, deputy governor of
Oude, Mohammed ‘Culy Khan,. nephew of
the Nabob, was. appointed to that important
_ office, ‘z.md,my father was nominated one of his
assistants. From_ this circumstance, such_an
intimacy and friendship - took « place ‘between
- them, that my father was considered as one of
his faithful adherents,

The Nabob Sufder Jung died in the year
of the ‘chira 1167 (A.D. 1753), and was suc-
' “ceeded by his son, Shujaa.ad Dowleh; - who
becoming: jealous of his- cousin, Mohammed
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Culy Khan; arrested him, and put hin to deatls,
The :Nabob being also suspicious of -the ad-
herents of the deceased, attempted to seize my
father; who, previops to this event, had settled
" his wife and:family in the city of Lucknow.
My father received intimation of the Nabob's
intentions, and fled, with a few -of his: faithful
'Sewmté; to Bengal; but so. sudden v&as_his‘
departure, thit be’ only carried with him his
gold and jewels. The rest of his »propérf‘y, bemg
left, was plundered by the soldiers.

"My honoiired parent passed ae number of
years in’Bengal, beloved and respectéd - and
died at Moorshedabad -irl the ‘year of the*
Christian -zera’ 1768;

My nllofher’s. father was named -Abul Hus-,
sen' Begy -He -was a’ religim‘lg. and devout
person s and being a townsman of the Nabob
Borhan Al Mulk Saadit Khan, great grand, -
father to-the present‘soserelgn of Ouade, had
such an affection for him, that, afté_r,;he, death
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. of that. nobleman, he abandoned all worldly
aﬂ'axrs, and never more quitted his house.

- 1 was born at Lucknow,pin. the year 1752¢
"and although the Nabob Shujaa ad Dowleh -
* was miuch djspleased at my father’s conduct, he
nevertheless, . recollecting the connexion ‘be-
tween our families, supplied ,my mother with
money for her expences, and gave her strict in-;

junction{ to let me have the very best education.

My father, having resolved to continue -
in Bengal,, directed my mother to remove
~ thither” ‘with alt her family. We there-.
fore left  Lucknow in the year 1766, and
proceeded by land as far as 'Patnai; where we
embarked on board a boat for ‘Moorshedabad.
. 'This was my first journey; but being then
‘ only fourteen, years. of ,age, and accompanied
by my mother, it was free from anxiety.. .

'A year and a half after our arrival at
Moorshedabad, my fatber died ;. and the whole
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charge of his uffirs, both public and private,-
devolved upon me. ‘P,re'yious' to this unfortu~;
nate event, my worthy ;;arents had betrothed me.

to the daughter of 4 near relation of Muzuffer: -
Jung Nﬁbo'b of Bengal. In consequence of thig
connexion, I remained several years, happy, and,
contented in the service of that prince.. .- |

In the year 1775, Assuf ad Dowleh succeeded:
to the musnud of Qude. On tliis'bccasiqn',;
I reeeived an invitation from hjs Prime-mini-,
ster, ‘Mokhtiar ad Dowleh, to rgtﬁrr; to Luck~
now; and was appointed - Aumildar :(collector)
of ‘];;ta'ya, and several other districts situated
between the. .rivers J umnah and .Gahges_: 1n'
this situation I continued for. two years; the,
greater ‘part of which time I lived in tents,
being obliged; in enforcing the collection of the
revenues, to make frequent excursions through,
the districts. -

.- ‘After the death of my patron, and the
éppoi:ntlnent' of Hyder Beg Khan ‘to his office,
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1 was superseded, ,.and repaired to Lucknow, .

where I resided for neafly a year. At the
expiration-of that period,* Colonel ,Alexander

Hannay, ‘having been. appointed collector of

Gorruckpore, requested the Nabob’s permission
‘£6 take me with- him ‘as an assistant.. In that
| si‘tu:itio.n' I continued for three years, living the
‘whole of the time either in fents, or temporary
‘houses, composed of mats and bamboos. When

the Colonel was removed from his office, I ac-
companied him to Lucknow, and- remained at

_home for one year’ unemployed. "

During this period, great dissentions ex-

isted between the minister, Hyder Beg Khan; |

and the representatives. of the FEast-India
Company, Meisieurs Nathaniel Middleton and
Richard Johnson; i consequence of which,
and the clandestine inf;igues of the former,
" the finances of the sﬁate‘ were much deranged ;
_and al th’d.ﬁg;h the collectors extorted 1arger sums

than usual from the Zemindars, the revenues

anoually decreased. - The oppressions of the
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collectars; were’, at. length. catried to such ‘an
excess, thit ma'rry of the: Zémindars: rebelled;
the’ principal of whom. was Rajah’ Bulbadder -
Sing. ~ Hé, was Jireally. descerided from the
ancient: 'Hindoo,, monarchs ".of . Oude ; and'
Hhaving: 100,000, Rajpaots (the military tribe
‘of "Hin"doos) at his, cornmaﬁd, 'consideg:d hiin-
~ self s, equal to _the - Nabob’ Vizier, ‘whose,

-
authority he therefore disclaimed:

To reduce this 'Rajah to obedience, .an
army was’ s"errt.,' » composed parﬂy‘ of the Nabob’s
troops, and. patly, of the Company's Sepoys; -

‘but, owing to the intrigues, of Hyder Beg ,'Ifiha,r.i
and the collectors, this megsure failed of success; |

Suth was the deranged state of the Nabob’ '
affairs, that Mr. Hastings (Governor—oeneral), ;
deemed 1t requisite to mterfere "He, in con—:
sequence, ordered Mr, ,Mlddletoxl to" send for, "
. and consult me, on the best. mode of reducmg
the ‘Rajali, -.and of restormg the ‘country fa."
order.’
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As I was convinced that Hyder Beg Khan
* was the person who had contrived to throw
the Nabob's affairs into confusion; and that,
while he continued -in_officé, every endeavour
on’ my part would only serve to irritate him,
and. be the probable cause of n;y own ruin;
I declined any interference: but the Resident
persisting in his entreaties, and swearing to
:support and protect ‘me against all enemies,
I at length consented to be employed.

""" During two years, I frequently defeated and
pursued Bulbudder Sing ; and at length, having
surprized his ¢':amp, he was killed in endeavour-
ing to make his escape. By this service,
I rid the Nabob of an enemy of his family
for the last sixty years, and restored order and
good government in the country.

But from that period I may date the ruin of
myself and family; for shortly after, Mr. Mid-
dleton having been rémoved from Lucknow,
and Governor Hastings. having proceeded to
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'E,ur'o‘pe, ‘L was left . without ‘any .-protection
against the machinations of. my enemiges.

Hyder Beg Khan, having by his.cunning
and hypocrisy géined the favour of the new
Govérnor-general, behaved to me Hor some
years ‘ostensibly with attention ‘and’ kindness,
-and even wished to ensnare . me to accept of
an employment-undér him; -but failing in this
attempt, he quarrelled with me, and stopt the -

allowance of 6,000 rupees per annum, which

I received from the Nabob for my support. I .

therefore found it impossible to remain at Lock-
- now, and resolved again to travel to Bengal,

+ In the year 1787, I émbarked on tha
(Ganges, and proceeded to Calcutta, where
I stated my complaint to Lord Cornwallis.
His lordship received me very politely, and
made many promises of assistance ; but being
Just then about to embark for Madras, and -
to take the command of the army “against
.Tippoe Sultan, .my Jbusiness was delayed for
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| foyr years.” During’ this period, ‘I sent for ny
family to -Calcutta; and my friends, - secing
no hope of my getting into- office, dxspersed

" themselves 'in various places.

They great expence ‘which I had incurred
by the removal of myself -and: family from.
'such a distance, added. to ;the;buﬂding of
a house in "the vicinity of ,_Ca_lcut_tg for our
resid'ence, jquit;‘e overwhelmed - me, Wi,thA debt,
My distréss and misery were: further increased
by the death. of ‘my son, a’beautiful boy: of
four - years. oid, 'who fell "a sacrifice to '-the‘
unhealthy. climaté, and -ignorance’ of . the
(native) physicians of Calcutta.

When Lord Cornwallis returned to B‘engal,.
‘he recollécted his promise to me: .and Hyder -
Beg Khan being then dead, he sent me, in the
year 1792, with letters of recommendation to.:
Mr. Cherry, the Re_side{xt' of Lucknow, and to -
- the Nabob Assuf ad Dowleh, with an assurance -
that they would speedily provide for me..
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* In consequence’of. t,heée,: Jetters, ,'I'_‘Wasmost |
graciously received :at Lucknotw; both by the
Naboh- and hxs courtiers;; and was in. daily
hopes of "2n appointment,: when, -unfortunately
for me, Lord Cornwallis quitted India, and all,
my expectations were.- blasted ;- for, . shortly
after, the. Nahoh' quarrelled with Mr; Cherty,. ‘
- and got him removed Fromr Luckhaw.; He also.
sent me orders to- quit that city §.and. althougb: '
I remonstrated against such injustice, my com-
plaints- were- not ‘listened :toz. I therefore left
a par't ;)f my family at Lucknow § and, fhaﬁng:
sent the: remainder to. Allahébad, 1 prcceedéd,"
in the Year 1795, a third time ta Calcutta,

Sir John Shore {now" Lord Teignmoﬁth);
who was then Governor-general; received me
kmdly, and promxsed me assistance ; but. the'
" Nabob Assuf ad Dowlel dymg soon afterwards,.
" the confusion created by Vizier Aly Khan, and
the - multiplicity of -business caused by that

event, ‘did ript leave him leisure to think of my,
 affairs before he embarked for Europe: -

. YOL, I. . RN o}
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- "Duririg the three years of expectation which
I passed in Calcutta, -all ‘my - dependants ‘and
adherents, seeing my distress, left me; and
éven some of my children, ‘and the domestics
brought up in "‘my father’s family, abandoned
me. - In this: situation, I‘was quite over-
come with grief and despondency, when one

R———n"came

day my friend ‘Captain D
to visit me. .As: this gentleman perfectly un-

derstands both the Persian’ and Hindoostany
languages, we conversed on ‘various subjects :

and at Tength he informed me, that, as he found
his ‘héalth on the declirie, he ‘meant shortly to’
embark for' Europe, in hopes that his nafive air
might -renovate his ‘constitution; and that he
should ‘retirn to.India -in three years. "He
added, - *“ As ‘you are ‘without employment,
“ and appear depressed in mind, let me request
“ you to accompany me. “"The change of scene,
“and the’ curiosities' you will meet ‘with in
“ Europe, will dispersé the gloom that now
“« hangs over you. I will undertake to teach.

* you English during the voyage, and ’provide )
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“ for all your wants.” After having’ consxdered
his proposal for some time, I reflected, that, as
the journey was long, and.replete with danger,
some accident might cause my death, by which
I should be ‘delivered from ‘the. anxieties of
this world, and the :ingraiiitude- of mankind.
‘ LI therefore accepted- his friendly offer; "and - re- i
solved to undertake the journey.

That né time might be lost, I went.on the '
following day and agreed for my passage in the
Charlotte, one of the; E%fflndia Company’s
ships ; .but in a few days afterwards, this vessel
was infortunately burned. | Notwithstanding -
this ﬁhpropitious event, as Captain R~——n and
I were determined -on. the busmess, we went -
immediately and ﬁngaged a passage in the Chris-
tiana, Captain N=——n, bound for Denmark,

c32
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CHAP. IL

The Author leaves Calcutia—arrives at Kedjeree

- w—embarks on board a vessel bound to Den-
mark. Description of the ship—character of
the captain and oficers. The ship sails to the
mouth of the river. Embargo—disagreeable

- state of suspense. An English vessel burned
while at anchor — plundered by the Danish
captain. The French frigate La Forte cap-
tured by an English frigate, both of which
pass up the river. The embargo taken off.
The author proceeds on his voyage.

O the 19t of Ramzan, A.H.1213 (Feb.8.1709),
we took leave of our friends, and embarked at
Calcutta, on board a budgerow (barge), in order
to praceed to the ship. On the third day we
arrived at Kedjeree, where we found the vessel
at anchor. We shortly after went on board;

e
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and each of us took possession of h¥¥eabin.
We found t'h{? ship in the greatest disorder;
the crew principally composed of indolent and
inexperienced Bengal Lascars; and the cabins
small, dark, and stinking, especially that allotted
to me, the very recollection of which nmakes me
melancholy. The fact was, that as Captain

R—-—n and myself were the last who took. our
passage, all the good apartments had been pre-
viously secured by our fellow passengers; but
as we had paid our money in Calcutta, and it
- was impossible to get it returned, we were

compelled to take what they chose to give us.

In the next cabin to mine, on one side was
a Mr. G—d, a very passionate and delicate
gentleman; and on the other side were three
children, one of whom, a girl thiee years old,
was very bad tempe'r‘ed, and éried night and
day: in short, the inconveniences and distresses
which I suffered on board this ship, were a
great drawback from the pleasures I afterwards

experienced in my travels.
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Our agreement was, that the ship should
be well supphed with water, liquors, and pro-
visions; and that we were to be conveyed direct
to‘Europe, without sto;ip'ing any where on the
‘way. -On this account we looked forward to

a speedy and p]easant voyage.

The first breach of pr_orrﬁse we e;;cperienced
from the ‘captain, wés his desiring us to go
on board, stating that he would certainly
follow us the next day; instead of which,
e remained a fortnight longer in Calcutta, to
finish his own business.. It is unnecessary to
- say, how disagreeable such a delay was to us,
who had nothing to amuse our minds, and were
anxious to proceéd on our voyage. At the end. .
of fifteen &ays, he arrived, and gave orders to

unmooar the ship.

Thié. capta'inv was a proud self-sufficient
fellow. His first officer, who was by birth an
'American, ‘resembled an ill-tempered growling
~ mastiff, but understood his duty very well. The

-
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wecond officer; and the other mates, were low
people, not worthy -of -being spoken to, and
quite ignorant of navigation.

_ On the 15th of the r’nerrtll \ye'left Kedjeree,
and pr'oceec‘led( towards the mouth of the river.
Durmg our passage down, we *had several nar®
_YOW escapes. . Our vessel drew thirteen feet and
a half of water ; 3 and we passed ‘oyer several,
sands, on which there were not six mches more
water than‘we drew. Had the ship touched
the ground as the tide was running out, we
should have stuck there, and probably have
‘been lost.

The next morning, when we were abouft
*to weigh anchor, a pilot dloop came’ alorxg-
srde, and informed us, that a French frlgate,
called ‘La Forte, was cruising at ;.he Sand
Heads, and had taken several vessels 3 that an (
_embargo had in consequence. been ordered
..and, that we must not depart tlll it was re~

\

scmded
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As it would have been attended with delay
~and danger to returni up the river, it was re-
solved we should remain at anchor where we
- were, till the embargo should be taken off.
During our stay at Kedjeree, wé had been. re-
gularily supplied with fresh bread, butter, eggs,
Yish, and vegetables, from the shore; but as the
' boats would not come down so far as where the
ship now lay, we were reduced to eat biscuit and
salt butter, and, in fact, to commence the con-
‘sufnption of our seastores: ‘We suffered another
great inconvenience from flies, which, notwith-
standing our distance frbgn the shore, swarmed
‘in such numbers on board, that we could not
speak without holding our hands to our mouths,
fest they should go down our throats.

\.7Ve' pas.sed twenty- days in this wretched
state of suspenise.” One day we heard the sound
of cannon at a distance, ahd concluded that
some of the English ships of war stationed at
"Madras had been despatched to attack the
I:‘rc_enchman. Shortly after-we saw three ships
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éoming up with all sail crowded : this circumy
‘stance’ conﬁx‘med our “conjectures § but when,
‘they . arrived; we learnt that: they were tfxree
| out of four English ships which had "fallen in
with'the enerny’s frigate, and had engagéd hers
that they had. escaped, but the fourth. was

A few-nights after, an E-nrrhsh ‘ship- whick
~was anchored near us, loaded chiefly with Ben«ral
cloths, caught fire, an_d dreadfully alarmed ud.
“The crew abandoned her; and she bu‘rnt'to'_t}lé
‘water’s e‘.dge, Our céptéin, .who was bound to
his own country, and not fearing to be ealled
to account by the I‘iﬁglish, sent hig boat on
board her for several days successively, and
brought away a number of thests of half-con-
sumed cloth. He. had occasion, howevef, to
repent this conduct in the sequel. )

. Asiother day we saw several ships coming
.-up, one of which appeared to have French co-
~ Jours suspended- under the English: we- then
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concluded that the frigate had certainly been
taken; but, on their near approach,_, we dis-
" covered it was an Arab vessel, in which the
JFrenchman had sent up all his prisoners ;
and that those- in company were .only pilot

:schooners.

On the last day of the month, we received
authentic intelligence t}}at.vaﬁ English ship had
arrived from Madras, and, after a severe con-
fest, had captured the French frigate.  Shortly
-after, Captain Céok, commander of La Sibylle,‘
.who had been severely wounded in the action,
and died some days after his arrival in f(}alcutta,
passed by us. '

- On the 3d of the month Shual (4th or 5th
of March), the two ships cast anchor near us.
La Sib.ylle was severely injured ; but La Forte,
which was much the largest vessel, had not a
‘mast standing, and was towed up the river by
‘her conqueror. The English lost only twenty-
five men during the engagement ; whilst the
*
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. French had their captain and 200 men- killed
or wounded. This cir'cumstance,;wa§ the cause
of much astonishment to all of us. On the
following day, fifteen.sloops, ‘each having on
board a guard of soldiers, came down the river,
for the -conveyance of the prisoners to Cal |

.. cutta.

v Permis_sibn_ having been at length granted
for the -ships: to proceed on their voyage, the
pilot again carne on Boa'rd; and having, on the
sth of the month, carried us into the deep
'.watexj, called, “ ‘by> thé Engijsh, the Bay of
Bengal, he took his leave. -
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CHAP. IIL “

Commencement of the voyage. The cajzta;'n Sinds
. it requisite to go to the Nicobar Islands for
‘water. Phenomena. Description of the Ni-
cobar Islands-_—tliei'r produce, inhabitants, Se.
Several qf the Lascars, or Indian sailors,
désqrt the ship, and “conceal themselves in the
woods—brought back byvthe natives—infamou§
" conduct of the captain on this occasion. The
ship leaves the islands. Sun vertical. Calms.
Polar star. Egquinoctial line. Curious cere-
mony on passing the line. Shoal of, ﬂyingﬁsh.

Trade winds. The ship passes the longitudes
of the islands of Mauritius and Madagascar.
Gale of wind. Sufferings of the author. Dis-
cover the coast of Africa. Whales approach
the vessel. See the Table Mountain of the
‘Cape of Good Hope. The captain resolves to

go into the port. The ship carried to the south-
§
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ward by the current.  Dreadful storm. The
- author’s reflections. ‘The vessel loses her reck-
. oning——is in great distress~—again discovers

the land—anchors in False Bay.

WE proceeded for several days on our voyage
wnth a favourable wind;. when one morning
~we. discovered. that the captain had . altered
the ship’s course, from south to south-east.
This circumstance :ereated in. the passengers,
much. astonishment; but the explanation ‘only
added to our mortification: the fact was, our
stock of water had been so much expended
during our detention at the mouth of the river,
that it now became requisite to bear away for
~ the Nicobar Islands, in order to replenish that .
indispensable article. )

" These islands, which are ahout eighteen in
number, are more or less inhabi.ted, and are
frequently resorted to by ship§~ in want of
water or provisions. We attempted to reach
the largest,_ which is called the Carnicolar, bﬁ_t
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were blown off. We.were equally.unsuccessful
in attempting to gain the second; but with
great efforts we anchored after midnight near
the third.

In our approach to these islands, a circum-
stance occurred which- was quite novel to me.
When we game in sight of the land, I wished
to behold it more distinctly, and for that pur-
pose borrowed a telescope; but upon applying
the instrument to my eye, I could not distin-
guish the land. Being astonished at this cir-
cumstance, I requested one of ‘the most intel-
ligent officers to explain to me the cause of it.
He replied: “ These islands are, in fact, still
¢ below the horizon, being concealed from our
“ view by the spherical body of water between us
% and them ; and what we now behold is caused
“ by the power of refraction, which, in a dense
¢ atmosphere, apparently raises all bodies con-
* siderably above their real altitude.” More
plainly. to elucidate this axiom, he threw a
ring into a China bowl, and carried .it to such
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a distance that I could no longer see. the ring.
He then filled the bowl with water, when, by
the refractive power, the ring appeared to float
on the top of the water. As this explanation;,
although interesting, does mnot solve the diffi-
culty, -it is ‘probable the -telescope was out of
order, or that they played me some trigk on

- this occasior,_

After this digression, I return to my narra~
tive. The island at which we anchored i3
‘named\ Tribiser, and is about forty-five rhiles in
circumference: the two others in sight wers
called Rajoury and Bigou. .Several of the in-
habitants came: off to ‘us. from all - the three
islands; and .brought -with .them . abundance of
delicious - cocoa-nuts,. pine-appleé, plantains,
-limes, and other fruits, . also .ducks and fowls,
all“of which they - readily exchanged for cloth,
tobacco, and any kind of .cutlery ; but they did
not appear to set' much value upon‘v gold. or
silver, these preciou_s\metals not being yet cur-
rent among thgm. - 4 :
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Cocoa-nuts are here in -siich ‘abundance,.
that ‘ten ‘of them were given for a tobacco

 cheroot or sagar, which cost less than a farthing

in Bengal

" These islands, being situated near the equi-
noctigl line, have two. Springs. and two Au-.
tumns; and as the sun had lately passed to
the north of the line, we had ince.ssént showers

of rain.

‘The inhabitants are well made, and very
museular. They are of a lively disposition, and

“resemble the Peguers:and Chinese in features,
but are of awheat colour, with scarcely any

beard, Their clothing consists merely of & nar-
row bandage round the waist. Being allowed
to goon shére for the purpose ‘of shooting, we
had frequent opportunities of seemg ‘their child-
ren, many of ‘whom I thought very handsome.
Their houses are built of wood and bamboos, with
thatched roofs, and are always circular, resem-

bling a stack of corn. Several of them, however,,
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consist of three stories ;’ the ground floor being’

kept for the goats, poultry, &c. The middle
story is approprxated to the men, and the upper
story to the women. They are of the Mohama'
medan religion, and keep their ‘women cons
cealed; not ‘permitting - them to have any com-
muni¢ation with' strangers. They ~build “very

‘neat boats; and have eveli ‘constriicted two or

three ships in the European manner. 1 was so

gouch captivated by_'the’mi-ldness' of the climdte,

the beauty of the ‘plains ‘and rivulets,. and. with
the kind of life and-freedom which. the men
enjoyed;. that. I had nearly resolved to take up
my abodé among them. o

Having * feplenished. our - stack: of water,
zmd'x"fe_(':éivé;dfT on.board a considerable supply‘of :
provisions, - pur captain -was about ‘to depart:
when . a circumstandé occarred ‘which. occa-*
sioned 'somé delay, anid much doubt, whether we
should -have béen able.to proceed any. further.
on our voyage.. The.fact was this: sixteen of
our best Lascars (or Indian' sailors), being .

VOL. L. D ‘
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much disgusted ,wit'h‘v the treatment they re-
ceived .on board this ship,. deserted, and hid
>thé_mselv,es‘ in the woods; and it was dis<
covered, that the remainder of the crew pnly
waited the approach of night to follow the ex+
ample of their comrades. . In this dilemma,
some of the principal people of the island
fortunately came on board; and dreading
‘the imputation of being in collusion with
the deserters, they voluntarily offered to
bring them back ; and thc captain, who at
this period, considered himself in a very.critical
situation, bound himsels, by the most sacred
promises, to give them for their trouble g
number of pieces of the cloth which he had
plundered from the ship burned in the Ganges.
Stimulated by these promises, and being well
acquainted with the woods and mountains, they
in a short time caught® the deserters, and
during the night brought them on board. The
ungrateful wretch of a captain, however, repaid
their exertions and kindness by the grossest
treachery;_ for pretending that he could not open -
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the hold while it was dark, to take out the cloth,
he promised, that if they would then go' away,
and return. in: the xﬁorning, he would reward
_fhem'.liberally. for. their trouble; but as soor
as the day broke,- he: weighed anchor, and, be:

fore the islanders were aware of his intention;
 the vessel had proceeded many miles ‘to -the

. southward. =

- We quitfed these friendly islands on: the
4th of April; félnd three- days afterwards we
had the sun vertical; ir the seventh-degree of
northern latitude: ‘the heat was conséquently
very great; and for a fortnight we had much
rainy weather, attended with calms. Our pro-
gress was' ROW - very slow; and some days
we. had not above ten miles on ‘our log-
book. It is generally observed, that calms pre-
vail in the vicinity of the equinoctial line s this
- I suppose is caused by the influence of the sun.

. On the night of the 16th, being then near
-the line, and the atmosphere. perfectly clear,

‘ - D2
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we observed the polar star with gréat‘ attention.
The constellations Ursa Major and Minor ap-
peared to be elevated above the polar star, equal
to the altitude which that star has in Calcutta;
while the latter was sunk nearly to the margin
of the horizon. I am therefore of opinion
that the polar star is seldom seen nearer to
the line than the fourth or fifth degree of
northern latitude ; and, in fact, we did not
again see it, till, after having doubled the
Cape and re-crossed the line, we arrived a
second time in the above latitudes.

On the 1gth ‘we crossed the equinoctial
line, in ‘the 100th degree east longitude of
London. For several days past we had seen a
number of birds, some as large as a goose,
and others about the size of a pigeon. They
live entirely upon fish, and rest on the water
during:’ the night. When they wish to propa-
gate their species, they gain the coast by de-
grees, and remain on shore during the time of
incubation. One of the smaller kind alighted
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during the night upon a mast of our vessel, and
was caught by the sailors: it was probably
unwell, for when it was turned loose next

ﬁxoming, it could with difﬁculfy ﬂy away.

. On this day the sailors exhibited a ridiculous
farce. Three of the principal ones dressed
themselves in a strange manner, and, having
daubed their faces with red and yellow paint,
came upon the deck, their clothes and artificial
hair.dripping with water. One of them carried
a book, and another a t.rﬁmpet: the third was
more extravagantly dressed, and appeared the
superior. Chairs having been offered, they
seated ‘themselves‘; when the trumpeter pro- -
claimed, that ~l\l'e’ptmu;-, God of the Sea, had
honoured the ship by a visit, on its approach
to his residence. ‘The mock deity then com-
manded, that all persons on board, who had not
before crossed the line, should be summoned to
appear, and- that t}{ey should be cleansed from
~ all their former sins by immediate ablution.
‘Many of the young men and boys,‘\vho had not
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before witnessed this ceremony, being alarmed,
ran and hid themselves in different places, and
some of them even climbed to the very top -
‘of the masts; but the secretiry, opening his
‘book, read over the name of every person
‘who was liable to this discipline, and insisted
“upon his being brought to the presence. The
culprit, having his eyes bound, was then forced
to sit ona plank; which was laid ‘across &
tub, and' several buckets of sea water were
poured over his head; and the piank being at
the same time drawn from under him, he was
immersed in the tub. When it came to nry
turn, by the mediation of one of the 'officers,
and a present of some bottles of brandy, I was
excused this disagreeable ceremony; and the
* farce having terminated, Neptune and his com-
penions returned, apparently, to their sub-
marine abode.

On the 25th we saw a numerous shoal of
flying fish. Many of these rose three or four
yards. high, and flew nearly the distance of
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500 paces. . The. motion of their wings was
exactly like that of a bird; -and although I had
frequently heard -them described by travellers,
I could :nOt credit’ the report, but stpposed
their motion was that of leaping; but I am
now peffectly convinced they may be classed
among the flying animals. Many of them’
fell upon the ship, and wete served at table. |
I thought them good food, and fancied they
had somewhat the flavout of a bird.

' Havi_ng reac‘hec‘l the fifth degree of south
latitude, we pel'ceived" the weather get con-
siderably ‘cooIe‘r, ,altheugﬁ the sin was not
yet. tv?é’ﬁty dégrees from us. When we arrived
in -the twelfth degree, the atmosphere bemg
‘remarkably clear, 1 sought in the heavens for
some star which might point out the southern
pole; but we could not éven find any cgnstella-
tion corresponding either with the Ursa Maj'mj

or Minor, much less a polar star.

On the 27th v{;e'enteréd the region of tb?,
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trade winds.. This. being one of the-pheno-
mena of nature,. it' requires some explanation.
The European navigafo_rs have, by experience,
discovered, that between the 10th -and 28th
degrees of -southern' latitude the wind con-
stantly blows from the south east, which is
‘equally serviceable to Vship's. coming to - India
“ or returning from it, and conveys them ,ra-
pidly through- eighty degrees of longitude. It
is generai_ly supposed, that if it was not for
- the intervening of the Cape of Geod Hope and
‘of South America, ships- might circumnavigate
the globé, in these latifudes in a very short
- period. - As these winds were first. discovered
by people employed in trade, ‘and ar,e’ very
efavourable to commerce, they have been
named Trade Winds: but, except in the
lagitudes vaboVe mentioned, the course of the
yvinds during the voyage is variable and un-

- certain.

During the. first week of May, whilst we
were sailing in the fifteenth degree of south
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Tatitude,  the: waves - were 50 agitated by the
winds, thét_ .they rose as high as the ship, and
frequently entered by the quarter-galleries and
‘stern-windows. . It was impossible to. sleep for
.the noise, .and we, could not.walk on deck
without great difficulty.:

_ . Although we were then only .’thir‘t;y—one
degrees from the sun, yet, the &cold.was_: S0 severe
that we were obliged ‘to .put. on . our .warm
clothing, and spread blankets .and -quilts on
our beds. It appeared to me very extraordinary,
that the ménth of May, being the hottest part
of the year in Bengal, should be so extremely
cold here.. We passed the fsland of Mauritius,
and the south end of Madagascar, at- the
dlstance of 'sixty or. seventy leagues ‘The
latter, 1 understand, s govemed by -a” Mo-
hammedan kmg, and the Arablc language is

spoken in_ some parts, of it.

) - As from our, ﬁrst settmo' out on, this ¥ voyage
we had great apprehensxons of bemg captured
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by the French, who were then at war with
the English, our fears were increased ten-fold
whilst in the vicinity of their islands; and if
by chance a ship was discovered by our glasses,
we coricluded it was an enemy, and were almost
" reduced to despair: we were however fortunate
enough' not to be molested by any of them.

About this time we had a dreadful storm,
which lasted four .days, during which period
the sea ran mountains high; and the force of
the waves striking against the ship was such
43 to preclude the possibility of standing; and
even when seated, our heads were knocked
with violente against the sides of the ship.
Duyring this scehe,’ Mr. G—d, who was of an
énormous size, and whose cabin was sepd-
rated from mine only by a canvas partition,
fell with ail his weight upont my breast, and
hurt me excessively. - What rendered this
circumstance more provoking was, that if, by
any accident, the smallest noise was made in
my apartment, he would call out, with all that
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overbearing insolence which characterizes the
vulgar part of the English in their conduct
to Orientals, “ What' are you about? you
“ don’t let me get a wink of sleep!™ and such
other rude expressions. '

‘During the .storm, it was with much
difficulty we could get any provisions dressed ;
and these we were obliged to eat sitting in
our beds. To add to our distress, the lesks of
the ship, which at the commencement of the
voyage were only trifling, now incréased to
such a degree, that the pumps were kept at
work both day and night. This eircumstance
much alarmed many of the passengers; but,
for my part, I was so tired of life, that I became
perfectly indifferent about our fate.

N;twithstan‘ding the raging of the elements,
we saw several birds whose form did not appear
calculated to contend. with storms. Their
bodies were not larger than a kite’s, but their
wings extended nearly four yards. '
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- On the 24th of May we had a view of part
of the continent of. Africa, about 200 miles to
the north of the Cape of Good .Hope ; and
although we had not. the most distant intention
of going on shore here, yet the sxght of land
brought tears into my eyes. While sailing along
this coast, we had  frequent opportunities of
seeing one of the vw}pndei's of the deep. Several
fishes called.whales approached so close to the -
ship, that we could view them distinctly. They
were four times the size of the largest elephant, «
and had .immense nostrils, whence they threw
- up the.water to the height of A_ﬁftc,en“ yards.’
‘As these animals . are obliged frequently to ‘
come .to the top of the sea for the purpose of
respiration, they are easily discovered, and are
killed by the Europeans for-the sake of their
oil, spermaceti, and whalebone, all of which
are articles of. great value. . The capture of
them is however attended with much danger,
and requxres great dexterlty

During the remainder of the month, we
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~ had such dreadful - weather, that for several
days and nights we could not see either the sun-
or st:;rs;r an_d_ as 'the;\ waves--weré -constantly -
dashing over the ship, we were obliged to ‘keep-
the hatches covered ; thereby excluding-all light;
and compélliﬁg- 'us‘ either to sit- in darkness, ors
constantly to burn candles, of whlch there-was-
a great scarcity on ‘board. In short, *we passed.
our time like dead bodies shut up in dark and -
"confined cells:- and had it not been fb_r the
incessant noise and jarring of the elements,
we mighf have. sﬁpposed ‘ourselves inhabitants
of the nether world. Often did I think of the
verse ‘of Hafiz: '

“ Dark is the mght, and dreadful ‘the noise of the
'waves and- whirlpool.

. thtle do they know of our- situation, who are
travellmg merrxly on the shore.”

On' the ath-of -June we came in sight of.
the high land of the Cape; called Table Moun-
tains and shortly after had a view of Table
Bay, at the- bbttbm- of which is situated the.
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Cape Tawn. It was now made known, that
our water and provisions being nearly expended,
it was requisite we should go into the port for
a. fresh supply. Although this was contrary
to our ‘agreement with the captain, and the
»measure would probably be attended with much
delay and- expence to the passenge;'s, yet, as
there was no other remedy, we were obliged to
consent. As but a few hours of the day
yemained, and it was thought-dangerous, on
account of the rocks, to enter the bay in the
dark, it was determined that the ship should
stand off and on during the night, and proceed
in early next morning. It so happened, that
throughout the night the wind was extremely
favourable, and we might have been all landed
-without any trauble or expence at Cape Town ;
but, contrary to our hopes, the second officer,
having gone to sleep during his watch, allowed
“the ship to run sa far to the southward, that
during the whole of the next day we could
not regain the land. A second night was
., therefore passed in tacking back and forward ;
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and: ‘on -the folIo‘Wing 'morning, ‘when we
Were about to .enter the bay, a sudden storm;
accompanied .by thunder and- lightning, came
on, which- carried .us, before it '..'ceased,' five
‘degrees to the 'sou‘thwilrd.w - The ship- was
also struck by the lightning, three of the -
crew were . killed, and two othels severely

burned.

For the benefit of my- cauntrymen who
may be inclined to travel, -I' shall here relate
a féw of the hardships and mortxﬁcatxons
which I endured on board this ship, in ‘hopes
that they will take warning by my suﬁ'erings,.
and derive some advantage from my experience.,
In the first place, ¥ must advise them  pever
to embark in any but.an English wessel;
and if they are not possessed of sufficient
wealth to pravide themselves with a numbsen of
-articles, not ta undertake the Vange

- 1 shall oompnse the mxsenes of tlns sh.:p
under four classes ;
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The first is that to which every ship is
liable ; viz. the want of good bread, butter,
milk, fruit, and vegetables; to which are to be
added, drinking.stinking water, and washing
the mouth with salt water; -also the impurity

- of being shut vp with dogs and hogs, and.
the difficulty of getting to and from the
quarter-gallery, with the danger of being
wet, or drowned, while there. To these
I should .add, -the state of suspense and
agitation to ‘which a person is constantly
exposed, the confinement in one place, and

the sickness caused By “the motion of the

" ship.

The second class arose from want of
wealth; . viz.-a small  and dark cabin, :and
the consequent deprivation of -air and light;

. the neglect of servants; the want of a ship
.eot, on account of the deﬁciency of room;
and the tyranny or rudeness of my neighbours,
who ‘ever studied their' own convenience at
my expence.
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.~ The third class is confined to-foreigners, by
which; I mean persons who are not Europeans ;
viz. the difficulty of shaving oneself; the cutting
of one’s own beard and -nails; not having any
private .place for- ablution; the ‘necessity. of
eating -with a knife and- fork; and :the. im-"
possibility of purification.. From the latter T
suffered ‘much. inconvenience; for as it was
' only customary on board to draw up.water. in
buckets early in the morning, at which time all
the crew washed themselves and whatever else
- they required,. I ‘was frequently under the ne-
cessity of drawing it up when I-wa\nted, it, in
one of my OW;I copper vessels; but during the
rough weather many of th?se were lost in the
attempt, and I was at last reduced. to one ewer.
- 1 therefore relinquished the 'ﬁrac_tioe of purifi-
cation, and was consequently incapacitzited
from the other duties of our religion. -

~ The fourth class is confined to ships not
belonging to the English ; viz. noise and tu-
mult when any business is done; the abusive

VOL. I. . E



56 THE TRAVELS OF

language made usé of while heaving the
“anchor; the ;quantity -of bilge-water allowed
to- remain in the ship; and the unnecessary
destruction of every thing on board. To these
may be added, the quantity of stinking salt fish
and putrid eggs, of which the sea store is com-
posed, and the absurd _custom of the crew
lying on the wet decks ; with a total want of
discipline in the sailors, and scienoe in the
officers. |

It was from & thorough knowledge of all
these circumstances, that my good friend Mr.
A
not to embark in any but an English ship; but

- B—k of Calcutta strongly advised me

finding I was- determined t6 go in the Dane,
he repeatedly desired I would carry on board a
" number of dried fruits, preserves, biscuits, &c.
-and also take with me a plentiful supply of
“warm clothing. Not content with this advice
alone, ‘he sent me a present of all these
things: and fortunate it was for me that I
had such a friend, as without these articles
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I should either have died of huﬁgéf, of Perishedi
- with the cold. ' S

"The gale bated on the 13th of the month,
but -our condition" was not much improved
thereby as, in consequence of ‘our not seeing
the sun for several days, and not having a .
correct Epherneris on board, together with the
want of ‘8kill in the officets, we had conpletely
. lost our reckoning'; and not -a person in the

ship could tell where we were, or how we ought

' to steer: To add to our distresses, it was now
discovered that we had only water for a few

days remaining. Thus we were nearly reduced

to despair; and had it not been for the mercy

“of God, ‘we miist havé perished. =~ During this
dreudful state of suspense, and at a time when

all the officers supposed we were far to the |

west of the Cape, and nearly half way to. St.

Helena, it happered “that the “steward: of \the'

ship, who possessed & keen sight, ‘and who had

made several voyages to-India, came on the

© poop, to ascertain the quantity of poultry
E 2 :
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refnéining. _Having‘ cast ' his eyes astern of the
ship, he exclaimed, “ There is the land!: You
“ are leaving it behind you.” On hearing this
jOyﬁﬂ ‘news, some of the officers went to the
mast head, and with their spy-glasses clearly
discerned the land, but .even then could ‘not
say “what place it was : they however put the
ship ‘about, and stéod towards it, and in the
course of a' few hours ascertained it to be the
Table Mountain and Sugaréloaf Hill of the
Cape. This intelligence roused ‘the’ drooping
spirits of the ‘crew; and every exertion was
: maide to gain the lvkziéheékfor port.

~ On the 21st ‘we were opposite ‘the "en-
grance of Table péy; but the monsoon ‘having
changed, ' it became requisite that we’ should
now go to False Bay; no vessel being permit-
ted to enter the former after a certain period,
when the wind, coming ' to the south west,
renders it, for four months in the year, a vefy
unsafe anchorage. On this account the Go-

vernor has positive orders not. to allow any ship
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’ 'to enter the port, and even to fire cannon
at them if they refuse to bbey the sxgnal

On the evemng of ‘the 23d of July we _
with some difficulty entered False Bay; but as
it soon became dark, we were obliged to:cast
anchor, ‘lest the shlp should run on’ the rocks.
On the followmg morning we, again got under
way, and at noon anchored opposxte .the towm

"This town is situated at -the ‘Bgttoni of
a verdant- mouﬁtzﬁn, . clothed with " a, varlety
of flowers and __odoriferous ‘herbs. It consists
- of about thirty houses only: these are, how-
ever, very regular and well built, and each
of them contains a pipe of runnmg water :.
1t is therefore peculiarly well adapted as
a place of refreshment for ships during the -
south-west monsoon.  'We accordingly found
sixteen vessels lying here, two of which were
xﬁeﬁ of war, stationed to protect the harbour
" against the French. As a long time had

elapsed since I had seen the habitations of men,
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I was. much struck with the appearance of
this town, and the beauties of its port; nor
did I ever before experience such pleasing sen-
sations as when I landéd.there,

On the 24th, all the passengers, except
myself, went on shore; for as I had very little
money with me,.I dreaded the expence, and
remained on board. My situation was, how-
cver rendered more comfortable by the supplies
of fresh provisions, fruit, &c. which were daily
received from the shore.
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CHAP. IV.

The Author dzsembarﬁs, -and hires lodgings at -
False BaJ—demqbtzon of his landlord am{,
Jamily—is hospitably received by the Comman-
dant of the British troops—mmked attentzon'

. of the officers of the Royal navy——zmproper
conduct of his lqndlord—lg,e determines on pro-
ceeding to Cape Town—account of his journey,”
Description of the town, qnd remarks occasioned "
thereby. Character of the Dutch inhabitants;
and their conduct to slaves. Description of the

- climate, and of the country in the vicinity

. of the Cape; also of the fruits, wegetables,
animals, and other productzons , People of va-"

 rious nations settled at the Cape{ The author*,
meets with several Mohammedans. Panegyriq'
‘on General Dumfa.g and the British. officers.

The author sells his slave and ,.s'o}n-e other
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property, in order to'suppori his expences.
.The Danish ship brought from False Bay
to Table, Bay—her . captain prosecuted for
Dblundering the véssel in the river.Ganges; and
his ship thereby prevented. from .pro‘ceeding
on her voyage. The other Dpassengers prosecute
the captain, and recover half- the sum they had

. puid. i_ The author takes his passage for
England. o

A rrer some days I learned that all the pas-
sengers; being diégusted with - the bad conduct
of the captain, had resolved mot to return-on
board again,” but ‘to’ proceed to the Cape
| Town, and wait- there the .arrival- of -some
English vessel, in which-they might embark
* for Europe. 1 was therefore under the ne-
cessity ei';her of abandoning my companions,
“or of 1 incurripg a-heavy expence by quitting
r:t‘hi's disgusting ship: and having resolved upon
the latter, I went ‘on shore, and took up my
residerice at the house where the other pas-

sengers were staying. -
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Our lanalord ‘who was called’ Barnet, -was-

a very smooth speaker, and appeared very
pohte. He said ‘he was by descent a Scotch-
‘man, though born “and bred amongst the
Dutch. With- this 'person;’I ‘agreed for ‘my
.board and lodging, at the rate of:five rupees
“a day. His family consisted of hiswife, two .
chlldren, and five slaves; and noththstandmg*
there were fifteen of us, mcludmg servants,
who lodged in thé house, they attended ‘mi: -
nutely.to all ‘our wants, and-even anticipated
our. wishes, - Withoﬁt any *noise, "b'ustle, of -

confusion! -

*Some time ‘previous’ to our arrival at thé
Cape, it had been taken possession of by the
English, ~and was garrisoned by -about 5000 -
European soldiers;, under the command of
General Dundaé; (a nephew Qf .the..celebrated _
Mr. Dundas, one of the principal ministers of
the British Empire), who also"acted as Gover=
nor during the absence of Lord Macartney
The troops - at Falsc ‘Bay- were - commanded
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by Captain C——s, on whom I waited, and was
received with, great attention and politeness,
Hg- ret_lixjngq my visit on the foilqwing day,
-and invited me to __dine with him, We founéf
a large company assembled, and were enter-
tained ina vq:ijy sumptuous manner. Although
I then pndqrstpé_d English but imperfectly,
yt;(; the ma{keq \a}tgntion of Captaiq and Mrs,
C——s and thejr friends was so flattering,
that I never spent a more agrecable day i
my life. Qn.'.tekihg leave, they requested
me o drink tea with them every evening
I was disengaged, during my stay at False ,Ba‘y,'
From the captains of the ships of war I also
received the greaitest' attention. 'They invited
“me twice. to entertainments on board, and sent
their own barges to convey me. Upon en-
tering: and leaving the ship I was saluted by
the discharge of a number of pieces of cannon,
and was treated in every respect as a person
of consequence.

After a short residence with Mr. Barnet,
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I experienced a.very great change in his beha,
viour, Our table became daily worse, suppligd,
~ and his.conduct was sometimes rude. He one
day ‘came and desired I wonld change my

apartment for a smaller. one, as he expected

-more guests, and could put up.twa or threg
beds in my room, After I had removed my

' luggage to. enother, hc_s_ then told me that .

room was pre-engaged, and that I must remove

to a third, in' which I found, 2’ gentlepan’s

trunks, who was gone to Capg Town, and might

possibly return during the night. : T was much -

irritated at such conduct, and asked him what
he meant. He replied, that he had let me have

my lodgings too cheap; and that if T wished

to remain there, I must pay him ten rupeey

(#£.1.55.) aday. I observed thzj;l[. his behaviour

was that of a blackguard Dutchman, and that [
~ should quit his house the next day. I accora

dingly made my preparations for proceeding tg

Cape Town; and although I left his' houss
before sun-rise; he insisted on my paying him
for the whole of that day. He also charged meq
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very extravagantly for my washing, and othei
" matters wherein. I had employed him. ‘But ]
was still more provoked at the behaviour of his
wife, t5 whom, on the day of my arrival, I hac
presented a bag. of fine Bengal rice, . worth
at the Cape forty or fifty rupees:. she was ir
consequerce very polite for three or four days,

‘but afterwards totally changed her conduct.

On the 2d of July I set out for Cape Town,
in a coach drawn by eight horses, all of whict
were driven: by oneé man, and with such dexte-
ity as I- have never witnessed. Part of the
_'ro;ld ‘was t:hrough!water up to the horses’ bel:
" lies; .in- another place the wheels sunk nearly
uip to the axle-trees in sand; ‘and although we
climbed and descended very steep mountains
we were seldom out of a gallop. When we
-approached . within four or five miles of the
town, we found the road broad and even, linec
on each side with hedges; the country was alsc
well ciﬂfiyatéd, and .adorned by groves anc

gardens, with _ H@rc and there windmills anc
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farm-houses, which much ornamented the

scenery. On this road the English and the

genteel Dutch families take: the air, either on

horseback or in carriages, every day from noon
- till four o'clock.

At the distance of three miles, the town
appears very beautiful and superb, and much
delights the beholder. The distance from
False Bay to‘Cé'pé Town'is a day’s ‘journey ;
but as there are houses for the entertainment
of travellers on the road, 'we had a comfortable
breakfast and dinner at-the proper hours.

It was nearly dark when we entered the
town; and lodgings having been. secured’ fof
,me by one of my ship-mates, I drove directly
to Mr. Clark’s, the best house of that de-
scription in the town.

Two sides of the town are surrounded by
mountains ; and some of the ﬁoﬁsesAaxje SO near

the Table Land, that a stranger is in dread of
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its falling on them. These: mountains are
tovered with a variety of flowers and sweet
herbs, and afford an excellent pasture for
tattle! they also abound with springs of deli-
cious water, which not only supply the inhabi-
“tants with that indispensable element, but
blso serve to turn mills, and to irrigate the
lands when - requisite.”

The inhabitants of the Cape frequently
form parties of pleasure’ oni the top of the
Table Lands and although several places in
the road ate so steep that they -cannot be
ascended without the aid of ropes, the Dutch
ladies are so accustomed to climb precipices,
that they always accompany the men on. these

excursions.

On another side of the town is Table Bay,

 on the shore of which are erected 'véry formi-
dable batteries, sufficient to prevent any enemy

- from entering it. Some batteries have also been
'-constructed on the land sidé. in short, the

fortifications of this place were so strong, that
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when the English came to attack the Capd,
they found it expedient to proceed to Falsé
Bay, and effect their debarkation at that’
point: they thence proceed(;d" by land, and
haviﬁg with great difficulty clambered ovet the
‘mountains, made their attack- on the land
" side, and thus compelled the Hollanders to
capitulate. ‘

The town is about six miles in circimference.
‘A few of the houses are built of stone, but
“the generalify ‘of them are only brick and
mortar. The streets are very broad and straight,
and paVed on each. side- with large bricks or
“flag stonés.” Fach street is also provided w1th
one or tivo channels for carrying off the watef, 6
that even in winter. there is scarce any nud ot
~dirt to be séen.. Each side of the street is also
‘planted with a row of trees; which afford an
- agreeable shade ; and ‘along th’e_frb‘nﬁ of every
housé s erected 4 seat of masénry, about -
,a‘yaiﬁihigh,ﬁ for the inhabitants to sit on and
-smoke their ‘pipes in the isiu‘n’xiner “evenings.
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This: custom, which is, 1 believe, peculiar to
: thé Hollanders, appeared to me excellent.

. The fumiture" of some of the houses is very
* elegant, consisting of  mirrors, pictures,.giran-
© doles,- lustres, 'and a .great quantity of plate. .
The walls .of .the - room- were covered with
* variegated paper, ‘and hung with handsome_
window curtains, some of chintz, others of
- velvet; in shorf, the splendour -of this town
- quite obliterated ﬁ\fom my mind all the mag-
nificence of Calcutta, which I had previously
considered as superior to any thing to-be found
“between  India- and Europe. - In the sequel
I-changed; my opinion respecting the Cape;
and indeed- I may say,-that from my. first
setting out on thisjourney, till-my arrival in
England, I ascended the pinnacle of magnifi-
cence and luxury; the several degrees. or stages
of which were, Calcutta, the Cape," Cork,
DuBlin, and London ;- the béauty and grandeur
of each city effacing that of the former. - On my

- return towards India every thing was reversed,
v
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‘the last placé’ being 'always' iﬁfexfior' to that
1 had quitted? “Thus; ‘after & long residence in .
Londnn,“l,’éris'éppeared’ to me much inferior; -
for ‘although the lait’-té;- contains- more superb.
buildings, it s neither so regular, kept so
clean, nor. so. well dighted at night as the
former, 'nbr, does it possess 5O miany ﬁsq‘uares_j'
or gardens in its vicinity';in’ short, T thought
T had fallen ‘from  Paradisé into Hell.. But
"svhen Iarrived in Italy, T was. made ‘sensible
of the beduty of. Paris. The cities of Italy rose -
in my -estimation - when I arrived at Con:
étah@ihof)léé and the latter is a’ perfect Para:
dise, co'mp'aréd to Bagdad, Mousul, and 6ther
towns  in the territory of ‘the Faithful. All

_ these places’ I’ shall describe “more. particu-

larly in the ‘course of my Txavels '

Nearly in the centre of Cape Town 1s a large
handsome square; two miles iri circuriférente,
in which the troops are exercised. Two- sides
of the square are inclosed with streets of lofty

houses, a third is bounded by - the Fort, and’
'VOL. 1.
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the fourth faces the sea. The Fort is regular,
and much resembles that of Calcutta, but
smaller. The lazars are well built, and well

supplied with every requisite.

Having said so much of the place, I will
now take the liberty of describing the inha-
bitants. All the Eurgpean Dutch women whom
I saw, were very fat, gross, and insipid; but
the girls born at the Cape are well made,
handsome, and sprightly; they are also good-
natured, but require costly presénts. Even
the married women are suspected; and each
of the Englishmen of rank had his par-
ticular lady, whom he visited without any
interruption from the hilsband, who generally
walked out when the admirer entered _the
house. The conseq\ience was, that the English
spent all the money they gbt; while the Hol-
,la'nders became _rich, and more affluent than
‘when under their own'govelt'nment. )

The generality of the Dutchmen are low-
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minded and inhospitable, neither do they fear
the imputation of a bad name, and are more
oppressive to their slaves than any other people
in the world. If a slave understands any trade,
they permit him to work for other people, but
oblige him to pay from one to four dollars
a day, according to his abilities, for such indul-
gence. The daughters of these slaves wha
are handsome thEy keep for their own use, -
but the ugly ones are either sold, or obliged
to work with their fathers. Should a slave _
perchance save money sufficient to purchase
his ‘freedom, they cause him to pay a -great
price for it, a.nd throw many‘éthgr obstacles
in his way, . . | , :

I saw a tailor, who was married, and had
four children; he was then forty years of age,
and had, by great industry and ceconomy, pur-
- chased the freedom of himself and wife; but
the children still continued as slaves. One of
them, a fine youth, was sold to another master, .
and carried away to some distant land: the

F2 » b
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- eldest: girl was in the service of ‘her master;

\_an;d the two youngest were suffered to remain

with . their parents till they should gain suf-
ficient strength to be employed.

© < As the' female slaves are “employed in

making: the beds; and lbdking after the rooms

of the lodgers they frequently have opportum-

" ties” of ‘getting money ; ‘great part of which

- they are hewever obllged to pay to thelr avari-

CIOIJS owners.

During my stay at the Cape, I suffered

© great incyc"mvcnience"- from the  filthiness and
stench of their privies, which they take no

pains to keep clean. Neither have they anyv
baths, either hot or cold, in the town; and

iblution.is quite unknown to the inhabitants..

. Although I'was ignorant of the Dutch lan-
guage,’ and could not converse with the. young
women, yet in dancing they made use of so '

, ‘many wanton airs, and threw_such. significant

¥



MIRZA ABU TALER 'KHAN. 69

looks towirds-me, . that T-twas”often put to: the
blush, and obliged fo retire to the other side. of
the room. -A party of these girls once attacked
me: -onie of them, who was the handsomest
and most -forward, snatched- away my .hand-"
‘kerchief, ‘and' offered- it..-to -another .gid of
her own age; ppdn which - they- all began to
‘laugh -‘aloud-." but-as the young .lady did not
seem _in'cl.inedv\ to- accept- the. handkerchief, I
withdrew- it, and said I would - only part with
it to-the -handsomest, - As this. circumstance
was an allusion to a practice: among the rich
Turks of Constantindple, who throw their hand-
kerchief to the lddy with whom they wish to °
pz;ss the night, the laugh was turned against
my fair antagonist, who-blushed, and retreated '
to some distance. ' K

. . !
I continued» to reside with Mr. Clark till
the 15th\pf July, during” which time I formed
several acqiiaintances, and found that & ‘numb'ex“
of Mohammedans dwelt at ‘the' Cape. -My -

landlord in a short time proving himself te
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be: a true. Dutchman; by the exorbitance of
his charges, and various impositions, I quar-
relled with him ; upon which, he -was;’very
- abusive, and threatened to summon me before

the court of justice, I-thereon complained to

'my ship-mate, Capta”mW n; but he, having -
formed an attachment to one of ‘the females

in' the house, took my adversarys part and

insisted upon my paying all his demands. ' He
had occasion, in the sequel, to repent his con-

duct; for the gxrl having been detected, was

* severely punished, and compelled to pay to her

oppressive master all the money the captam

‘had given her, ‘who thereupon quitted - the

“house, and apolog:zed to me for his conduct.

In consequence of my dispute with Mr.
Clark, I hired 'lodgir:lg‘s in the house of a worthy
Mussulman, who behavéd to me with” the
greatest attention and kindness; and as I had
" constant invitations from the English officers,
i passed my time very pleasantly, and lived at
A small expense.
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~ Although it was now. winter.at, the Cape;:
the trees.were. all in full -verdure, and.the
gardens were replete with flowers of every kind s,
the fruits were also” delipidus,, and in, such.
variety, that we found- here the produce of.
both the torrid and, frigid zones, At a short
distance from the town is situated a celebrétecl
garden, called Constantia,; the grapes of which
are superiar ‘to any I have ever tasted, and .
from which they, make an excellent sweet wine,
that is much admired, and Carried ‘to all

- parts of the world.

o The markets are well supplied with good,
beef, goat, and mutton. The isheeipr_ are of
the' large-tailed species, and afford a great
| quantity of grease and 'tallow. - The vegetables .
here are also very good, and in great 'variety;
but their wheat and rice are indifferent. Fresh,
butter is with . dlﬁiculty procured and not-
. thhstandmg there appeared a great ' abundance
“of every thing else; the prices were high.. Meat

was ‘seven-pence halfpenny a pound bread
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‘three-pence & pound ; and -egps’ three-pence
each. Washing is also very dear, -

Thé horses of :t}ie- Cape are very strorig
and active, and under excellent command :
they have probably some of ‘the Arab blood
in ‘them. Here are also very good mules,
which are prmcxpally used for carriages: the
' arrgons are drawn by oxen. Ostriches are
" found in this part of Africa; and they showed
‘me a p'lrtkular species of dogs and cats, both
of ‘which run wild in the woods.

_ Besides the Dutch, there are to be found
at the Cape people of many'other: nations ;
and at lcast seven or eight languages are
:poLen here.” “The ' ¢ommon people are prin-
éipaﬂy Malays and Negroes. Most of these
were originally slaves, who have either pur-
chase(j their freedéxn; or have been manumitted
'by their ‘masters. "Among them I met with
‘many plOUS good Mussulmans, several of

whom possessed considerable property. T had
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the pieasure of forming an acquaintance here
with Shaikh Abdulla, the son of Abd 2l Aziz,
a native of Mecca, who having come to the
Cape on - some - commercial ‘adventure, married
the danghter of one of the Malays, and
settled there. He was very civil, introdoced
me to all hmﬁ'xenda, and annapaxedall
mymshes. '

From Mr. B—d, a Dutch gentleman, who
had resided twenty years in Bengal, and had
~ been for some time governor of Chinsura, I ex-
perienced much kindress. His wife was a very
agrecable and clever woman, and spoke seven
languages.

Were I to relate all the civilities I received
from Genera! Dundas and the other British
officers, they would fill a volume. I cannot
evenings I passed at the house of Lady Ann
B——t, who every week gave an entertain- -
ment to all her acquezintances, and who con-



74 ‘ *THE “TBAVELS. OF

stantly did nie the honour to invite me. - Lady -
Ann is the daughter of an English nobleman,
and has all the dignified manners of a person-
- of quality. ‘At her house I frequently met with
a Mrs. C-—-d, a young Irishwoman, who was
exceedingly beautiful, but spoke little, and ‘was
rather ‘reseryed ;- in short,. she had quite the
elegant behaviour of our Indian princgsses; and
" completely won my heart. These were the only -
two' English women of rank whose husbands.
- were at the Cape. The rest of the officers were i
_obhged to amuse themselves with the Dutch
ladles, several - of whom, in- consequence, got
.well married.

. -Although I lived with the greatest pos-
- sible ceconomy during our long stay at this
place, I could not have borne: the expense; but .
for the sale of some articles. Of these, the
most valuable “was a' Negro slave, whose.
manners and dlSpOSlthl’l had been so much
corrupted on. board. ship, that I found it re-
quisite to part thb him, and’ disposed of
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. him for 500 dollars. - I also-sold a talisman and

' some pieces of muslin for- 200 doilafs more:
By these means I 'was: enabled to live .without
incurring any‘debts, till an opportunity offered.
of proceeding’ on' our voyage.-.

‘During our stay at the Cape, ‘the ThoTsoon’
having *changed, Captain N—n -was: enabled
- to. bring his ship, the Christiana, from False
Bay to, Table Bay; but immediately on his:
arrival, he - was accuaedTby M, Pringle, the
East India . Company’s ' agent, " with. having’
plundered the burnt ship in ‘the river Ganges;'
and a prosecution was filed against -him in
the court of_' Jjustice, The - fact -was. easily
proved, and he was sentenced to pay £.2000
damages, During the prosecution, -the: ship
was laid under sequestlatlon, and ' the crew’
having dxspersed themselves m various situ--
ations, Captain- N—n found it Jimpossible’ to
proceed on his voyage. He was however, I be-
lie:r:e, not sorry for the event; for he shortly
after mafried a Dutch lady, and settled at the
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Cape;' - His passengers thereon prosecuted him |
for the amount-of- their'pzissage money, and
compélled him to repay them half the sum they
had’ giveri him. - I very imprudently declined
joining in the prosecution, for two reasons: in
the first place, I was. afraid of the chicanery
of Dutch 'laWyer's; and, - secondly, 'Captain
" N—n assured me, that 'if the cause was
~ decided against him, he ‘would repay me in
“proportion ‘to the others. - This agreement he
afterwards dénied, and I lost my money. - Glad,
*however, to get'rid of such a wretch, and an
" opportunity offering at this time of proceeding
't England, I engaged a passage, for forty-
guineas, on 'board the Britannia, a South-Sea
‘whaler, bound to London. R
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CHAP. V.

The Author quit& the Cape, and embarks on
loard the Britannia. Description of the ship,
and - character of the i:apt'aiﬁ‘.:‘z Discover YA
Helena — anchor. in the p‘ort'—descr;'p'tion;qf
the island, town, and fortj/z"catfian\\t-—hospital-lﬁ
and frzendly ‘conduct of the Governor. -Leave
St. Helena. -Pass the Island ‘of Ascension —
‘some ‘account thereof. Recross the e’quz’noct_ialz
line. Anecdote related by the captain. Fa'llf’
in with an American and-an Hamburgh vessel;
Again see'\the: polar- star — pass' a fleet of

outward-bound Indiamen —pass the Canaries |
and the entrance to the Mediterranean Sea.
Arrive at the mouth of the English Channel—

contrary wind—obliged to Lear away for the -
Irish or St. George's Channel. Fall in with
an overset vessel, Cold. and disagreeablé wea-~
ther. The capta}n determines- to enter the

Covs of -Cork.'.
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ON the Qch of September, my friend Captain |
R

‘and were soon under way. This was one of the

n and I embarked on board the Britannia,

* vessels employed ‘in éétéhing whales, and was
loaded with the oil of that fish. She had
. also a Letter of Marque, and was therefore well
equipped for war; and had been fortunate
enough 'to capture a Spanish. prize on her way
out, -which sold for a large sum of money.
The crew consisted of between thirty and forty
men ; but as they were all able seamen, and
kept under the same discipline as on bbaxjd a
ship of war, the duty wasvperformed with great
alacrity, and without any noise or confusion.
Although our accommodations were rather con-
fined, every thing was so well arranged, and
the guns, arms, &c. so well securcd, that we
felt none of the. inconveniences which we had
suffered in the I?ane.’ ' |

The Britannia sailed very fast ;‘ and during
the voyage we pursued several ships, but did
not succecdk in makihg any captures. The
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captain was named Clark : he was'an exeellent
navxgator ; .and whenever we approached .any
land, he predicted to an hour. when we should
~ arrive at it. Soon after leavmg the Cape, we
 were agam favoured by the trade winds, and in*

two days ran 400 miles.

On the morning .of the 13th of October
we dlscovered the. Island of St. .Helena, and
at noon cast anchor in the port. I soon after
landed, ‘and was honoured by‘Governot' Brooke
with Em ‘invitation to - dinner. ‘This gentleman,’
‘having served. thirteen years as *an. officer ‘in
In<ila, some part of which per1od he resided
at the court of the emperor Shah Alum, spoke
.Hmdoostany w1th great ﬂuency, and conversed
with me a long tlme on Indxan pohtws
A St. Hele_na- is ‘an island m the- ‘midst -of
the Great Western Ocean,® situated many
hundred ‘miles from. any other land, in the
sixtéenth'd-egree of south latitude, and is about = -

twenty-eight. miles in. circumference. The
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cliffs from the sea, appear black and.burnt up;
- but, in the interior, 'some of the \}alle);s are
clothed with delightful verdure:" the hills are
also adorned. with a variety of beautifal shrubs,
*and every spot fit for culture is laid out in
picturesque gardens. The inhabitants have
with great labour formed zigzag roads up the
hills, fit-for two horses to ride abreast; but, on -
account of the Steepness of the ascent, car-
viages are seldom made use of. © The most
‘elevated of ‘the mountains is said to be about
"a mile high, from some of ‘thé crevices in
which a smoke and strong. sm¢ll of sulphur
are often emitted. - There are ‘only two con-
-'siderable streams of water. in’ the island ; and
as. the vegetation is thereforé “entirely depen-
dent on the rain, it often happens, that, from
a want of moisture, the grass for the cattle
"and the produce of the gardens-are destroyed,
which cause much distress to the ‘inhabitants.
In favourable ‘seasons, the quantity of apples
-and other * fruits* produced in some of the

gardens is astonishing.’ A garden belonging -to
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to arl officer yielded, in ‘one year a clear "proﬁt
of £.1250. As this island.does not produce,
any:grain, it is principally supphed with flour.
and’ other articles of food from Europe. Beef .
mutton and poultry, are procurable, ‘but ‘at
very high’ pricés.  Milk is not in plenty, buf
50, rich; that it produces cream twice.. Here
_ you meet with the trees and fruits both of
Eutope and "Asia; but the most surpriaing
thing about this island’ xs, that thunder and

hghtmng are never heard or seen

The only town on L thie 1s1arid 5 Sltuated in
a narrow valley,- whlch seems -to have. been_
'formed by torrents from the mountams :
this valley is- about two mxles in- length ‘and
from twenty to: a hundred yards in breadth.
The town was founded by the Enghsh about
forty years after they had obtained settfements
in India.. It contains some good buildings
formed of stone, but the. roofs of the houses
are thatched or trled Here are ‘several good

shops, in whlch boths Indran and Europeau
VOL. I ' G )



82 . THE TRAVELS OF

‘commodities are sold; and also a tavern
~ and coffee-house. In the broadest pait of
the valley there is a small square, used as a
parade for the troops: towards the sea there
are some very heavy batteries erected; and on
the tops of two of the hills are two strong
forts, which could with ease sink any enemy's
ship that should venture to anchor in the
Roads. Some little way in the interior there
is a remarkable strong tower, built entirely of
stone, the walls of which are fifteen feet thick.
‘The engineer told me it was impregnable ; that
it was as solid as the rock on which it is built;

and that he hoped it would be as durable.

The only place at which ships can anchor
is opposite the town : and-the water is bere so
deep, that they lie within a hundred yards of
-the shore. .

I was told, that when the English first set-
. tled here, the island was overrun by wild goats;
and that these animals, in bounding from rock
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to-rock,-frequenﬂyﬂyéﬁv down large stones,
which, falling on the.roofs of the houses built
ander thq precipice, occasloned much damage,
that a rewird was in consequence set ‘iipon
their heads; and every. person who -brought
the skin of one of them to a particular office,
teceived -a .sum of ‘money for it; by which
means the goats were gradually extirpated. " *

" The lower class of people here are of a-
tawny colour, being a mixture of European

Indian, and Negro extraction. Of the two
latter denominations there are still a number
of slaves on the 1sland. R

Govemor Brooke, whose hospxtalnty and
l'berahty. were extended .to _every person. who
visited the islind, having requested me to live
with him during ‘my stay; supplied me with 3
horse, and directed his son to-attend me into
the country by “hxch means I visited ; the
Governor and Deputy Governor's ‘gardens,
and every. other place- worth- seeing.. When

62



84 . . THE TRAVELS, OF

.we were about to- embark,. he sen on board a
large stock of fryit and vegetables for. my use. -

On the evening of the 15th,. after having
dined with the ﬁvort_hy Govemo,r,' we repaix:ed
pn.;board.,gﬁ The 3énchor‘ was immediately

" weighed, and ir; a short time wc\. quitted ' this
' romar_xtié técene. _ . |

Ou the 20th we passed by the Island of
Ascension, at the v‘_,dis‘tance of only two miles.
This island, like St. Helena, is also a i'oék;
situated in the great Western Ocean, in the
cighth degree of south latitude; but as it does
not possess any springs of fresh water, it is
not a place .of rendezvous for ships: they
however often, étop. heré to catch. turtle, for
the number ‘and gwdness of which .this place
is celebrated, .Thes'ie'.animals come on. shore
during the night to deposit their eggs, .and the
people employed to catch them then turn them
on il}cir backs, and carry them off at their
}eisurjé during the day A.few goats are also

-
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to be seen here, whlch probably ﬁnd rain water
dePOS1ted in"the’ cavitles of the rocks, or; in
some. stagnant pools; . whith ‘enables- them to

 Gubsist. ‘On’this day we again had the suri ver-

~tical ;. and althc_sﬁg’hfwé were only eight -degrees
from the: equinoctial line; we found the neces-
sity’ of -putting on our warni clothing. -

- Onthe'25th we re-crossgd -the line, ‘the
-weather still continuing uncommonly cold.” In
this latitude we caught great numbers of fish &
~we' were also.followed" by & number: of birds:
. tesembling swallows. Tt is said that these birds
’ nev?e,r."go to the land, but form: nests of weeds
v ‘and the scufn ‘of thé sea, which constantly float:
‘oft the watef, in’ which they lay their eggs and
:_. bring forth their’ young ;- but this story appears
very imiprobablé; -

B2 ¢ was however told'a circurnstance .which
is more extraordmary than 'the- above Captam
Clark who ‘was not addlcted ta ﬁctlon, related
-~ to me, that once he went on shore on thé coast
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of Aftica, with two boats,. 'to procure water for
the ship ; that while he was there, nearly 500
‘animals; . of a'size between 3 horse and tan;asa,’
which they: call; sea-horses ‘(probably seals),
came out of the sea, and went above 2 mile on
land, leaving very deep imtpressions of their feet-
in-the sand. When. they were. returning, he
(the captain) fired his musket at, and killed one
of 'them; that the others, in order to revenge
their ‘companion, instantly -pirrsued him3 and
‘that he and some of his companions only
escaped by hiding themselves among' the rocks.
Some .of the party got on board one of the
boats, and pushed off to the ship; but the
other boat was broken to pieces by the enraged

animals. . -

On the 26th, at noon, we saw a shipat a
distance, which’ the captain believing to be
a French vessel, clcared his own for action. As
we were then in the track betwéen Europe and
America, and most of the kings+of Europe:
were at war-with each other; these latitudes are
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,cqnsidefed to be more replete with danger than -
any: other part of the - ooeai; 3t being the
‘practice of Europe, that whenever the ships
of two enemiés, meeét at’ sea, “the maost pbWerfuI
carries, his adversary with "h'i'mb into one of his
- own ports, and there: sells both,ship_zand carga °
for hl;st own_ advatitage. o i

After a run. of some’ hours, we- discovered -
that it was an American ship; and- although
the English were not at war w1th that nation;
Captain Clark ordered the’ master to-bring to,
and to come on board with his papers. The '
poor fellow, being much frightened, came on
board, and brought with him' his Journal and
 certificates. Durmg the whole of the day he
~was kept as"a pnsoner, but in the evemng

- obtained hberty to  proceed on his voyage

- On the following day e fell Kin‘witrh another
vessel, from Hamburgh, laden with salt pro-
visions fog the Island of Magritiﬂs. This was
a fine large three-masted ship; but the captain,
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_upon being ordered to stop, immediately com-

plied, and came on board with his- papers:.he

also brought us a present of some fresh cheeses,

which wex;e...very acceptable ; _and he was per-
mitted shortly to aeparf,:,.

~ On the night of the 27th, being then in the
_Aﬁfth degree of north latitude, we had again the
pleasure of beholding -the. ¢onstellations Ursa
Major and Minor, and the’polar star. About
this “time we had a great deal of rain;- and the
captain assured me that he had constantly
experienced wet weather in these latitudes,

On the 7th of November we a third time
entered the region of the trade winds, for, these
also prevail begweén the tenth and twenty-eighth
degrées of north latitude, w_hi‘ch ‘carriev(‘i us on
with such rapidity, that sometimeg the ship went
ten miles in the hour ; the waves were in con-
sequence much agitated, “and the sea ran nearly
as high as off the Cape, but, -as the ship was
well secured and well’ managed, we did not



MIRZA ABU TALEB KHAN. 89

suffer those inconveniences whichi had been
experienced on board’ the Dane.

On the 11th we passed within a mile of
. six English Indiamen, under, convoy of a ship
of war. We showed our colours to each other,
- and passed on.. During this part of the voyage

we also passed by the islands called, by the En-~
glish, The West Indies; but did not see any of

them,. as.they lic far west of the track ‘we
‘pursued.

", On the 14th we were opposite the Caparies,
“or Fortunaté Isles, whence the Mohammedans
commence their-longitude. These islands are
in the * thirty-third degree of north latitude :
we however passed far to the westward of them.
‘We 'shortly after passed’ the entrance of the
Meditérranean Sea; ‘which runs east as”far as
.-Aleppo. e ' '

From the lgth to the 27th we had contra.ry
winds, and the .sea ' rin very high; ‘but we
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guffered no other iniconvenience ’than the want of
food and sleep,. On the 29th-we were opposite
the entrance of the channel which runs between
‘England and France, but which: takes its name

from the former; and. expected to- have cast
arichor in _two duys at Portsmouth; one.of the
most celehrated ports of England; but a stfong
easterly wind continuing to blow' right against
us, we were unable. to enter it, and were obliged
to bear away. for the coast of Ireland.

. It becomes in this place requisite to explain
, ‘(@0', my countrymen) the signification of several
English terms, in-order that they may more
fully comprehend my meaning.

‘ ‘A Channel means a narrow part of the sea,
confined between two lands, but open at both
ends: o LS
A Bay extends far into the land, is of a
circular form, and open only on one side.. .-
A Sea is a large extent of the ocean, but
neérly surrounded by land; as the Mediterrag- .

nean Sed, the Gulf of Persia, the Red Sea, &c.
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:As’ the English' Chaninel runs mnearly east
and west, it is impossible to enter it if the wind
blows from the former ‘quarter :- wher there«
fore "a’ ship- arrives -at this‘placé, ifi the wind
be easterly; she is obliged to beat about till- it:
thanges:  This- was.. precisely our situation;
and for two 'days we: continued to -facks from
one side to the other, without gaining ‘any ad~
vantage “Thus suuated, ‘and our taptairr seeing;
no prospect’ of -a-change of wind, and ‘being -
alsa apprehensive of falling in"with: some -of
the French éi'ﬁizei's,'f resolved- togd into the
channel which ryns bétween Ireland and Eng-
lind; called St. Géorge's Channel, as béing a
‘much. ‘more, safe place; ‘and ‘out of ‘the track of
the enemya ST '
In consequence of this determination, we
.changed our-course, and during the day fell in
with a two-masted vessel, which' had overset in
the late gale, and beeh abandoned by her crew ;
but which, being laden- with buoyant articles,
floated on the water lik& a kalf-drowned animal.
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'Cal')tain Clark ordéred out his boat, and went |
on board her; and with jthe‘assis’tance‘ of his
men, who were good divers, he got out several
“chests. of excellent wine, .and a quantity' of de-:
licious fruits and sweetmeats. "As we were now
near the larid, ‘and the weather was excessively
cold, we were permitted to have’ a fire in the
‘cabin; over.which we enjoyed these good thingé;'
and were thus in some measure compensated
for 'the” want of a favourable wind, though at
the -expence. of .our fellow-creatures, who had
lost or rather abandoned their property.

After cruizing, for several days in the Irish
Channel, and the wind still continuing adverse,
the captain resolved, instead of wastmg his tlmeA
in contendmg with the elements, to go into the
Cove of Corla and pass some days there
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CHAP VI

The sth arriyes opposzte the town of. Cove; and
. casts anchor. .. Description of the -bay.. Thé
. author -lands at the town,. and is -hospitably.
' treated—visits -the city of Cork, which he
describes—-returns to the ship, .and determines
on visiting'Lord ‘Cornwallis gt Dublin —
quits the ship, and. sets. out for Cork, where
he. visits Capiain B—r. ' Description of ‘that
. gentléeman's hoiise, gnd family: ~ The duthor
. sets out for Dublm-\-account of ki Ius Joumeyv
N
ON the 6th of December we. had a view. oT
the land in- the wcmlty of the. Cove of .Cork s |
it consisted of a range of - hills, app;oachmg the
~sea with a gentle slopé, and. divided by-inclo~
, sures into ‘numerous fields: We :soon ~after
entered the mouth: of the Cove, between two. -
. forts, which‘ have béen:érec'ted toprévenf the
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ships of an enemy from entering the harbour.
After proceeding some diétance, we came to
another fort built with stone, upon a rock -
in the middle of the bay, which is thereby
divided into two channels Havmg passed the
fort, we in a short’ time. came opposite the
town of Cove, and cast anchor.

We found here not less than forty or fifty
vessels of different sizes, three of.which were.
ships of war. . The bay resembles a round
basin, sixteen miles in circumference. On its
shore is _sitqated the .town, .which is built. in
the form of a crescent, and defended at each
end by small forts. On one side of the bay,
a large river, resembling the Ganges, disem-
‘bogues itself: this ‘river. extends a great way
inland, and passes b);' the city of Cork. .The
circular fc.)rm‘ of this extensive sheet of water;
the verdure of the hills, the comfortable
appearance of the town on one. side, and the
number of elegant houses and romantic cottages
on the other, with the formidable aspect of
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. the: forts, .and ' so. many largé ships lying
securely in' the harbour, conveyed.‘t.o amy mind
“such sensations as-I, had’ never ‘before - expe:
rienced: and although, in the course of ;my
travels,» I had an bpportur;ity .of seeing the
Bay of Genoay: and the. Straits of Constanti
nople, I do not think either of them is to be
compared with this.

In ,thé'aftefn‘oox‘;, we ,Xanded at the town,
but’ found ~th§t its interior did not correspond
with its exterior appearance. = It dc;es fot cony
tain- Jany handsome buxldmgs, and ‘is, in fact,
merely the anchoring :place for ships engaged,
in the commerce of .the city of Cork. It con-
sists- only of one stréet: little more than half
a mile, long, in  the shops, however, were
abundance- of apples, pears, and’ grapes ;  alsa
a variety of dried fruits, -Having satisfied
-our curiosity; we. went to the. post-office; to
despafch our. letters. - . The. mistress of: the
Thouse being of a hospitable disposition, insisted
upon our staying.to dinner, ‘and, assisted by
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her 'sons and: daughters, waitéd .upon. us at
table. =~ Qur meal consisted of- fish, beef, -
‘butter, potatoes and’ other vegetables, all of
s;j;giccellent.:’a’tiuali'ty,”that in' my ‘whole  life .
1 never tasted “any. equal to them. © Cork- is
celebrated: for all these .articles ; and ships are
" sent here, all the way from London, to ’pro‘-i
" cure them for that market. * When we' were
about to return to_our ship, we wished to pay_
for. our dinner,. as: is ‘the custom in Europe; -
but our hostess' would -not ‘accépt a farthing, "
and ‘strongly advised us tocome on shoré in
the mommg, and proceed to ‘the cxty, which
she assured us “was well ‘worth seeing. We
agreed and early next day went to her house.
She. furmshed us with, horses ; ‘and ordered -
her son, a ﬁne youth of fifteen years of age,
to accompany us. - The conduct and appear-
~ance of this amiable woman astonished me::
she: had been  the - mother of . iweﬁty one
chxldren, elghteen of whom  were then lxvmg,
‘and most of them present in the house; ‘not-
w1thstandmg which she had not the‘appearance
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of old age, and I shoiild not hyve sipposed her

more than, thirty.

R

. ;_{&fter,ti'avelling about, three miles, we edme - ‘
to the, bank _of the “river . (Lee), in which® wé

found.a. Zh'limber of small ships at anchor.: At
this place there is a good ferry: and our horses

- being_ very quiet, we! easily got them into. the

boat, and' in a short time crossed over.. From
hence to, the city was nine iiles, the whole of
‘which' extent is *highly cultivated,- and adorned |

with country-houses, groves, gardens, &c.. -

.~ We arrived at’ the city about ricon; and put-

“-up at.an - excellent hotel, - the . apartments of

which we found elegant, and the servants atten-

tive. - After a short time we walked out to see

the ;towng;‘ ‘but it béing the winter season, and

the streets 'very dirty,  we .did ‘not derive sb'

" much - satisfaction as we' otherwise . should.

The part of the town we visited consists of .

N houses built-of brick and mortar, very regular,

~ and four stories high, 'with handsome doors
"~ vor.T, . H ' '
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and. glazed winidows, and fittéd up in the in- -
terior with great elegance. - The shops were
handsome, - and filled ‘with every requisite,
_ gither for use ;or luxury; .but as this city has
been erected for the purposes of commerce,
more pains’ have been taken to facilitate the
importation and exportation of ‘goods, than to
preservé .uniformity .and regularity ¢, it has
therefore nd -extensive squares, and is inter-
sected by ‘capals. lined' with . stone, by which
vessels can. either approach the warehouses of *
the merchants, or may be hauled into dock, to
be repaired. .Over these canals are thrown draw-
bridgges, which can be opened and shut at plea-’
*sure ; but, owing to the stagnant water, and the
“filth. which :is thrown .into_them, -;disagréeable
-smells frequently arise, which are not ofly nau- ,
' ‘seous, but must be unwholesome. . The situa-
tion of the cityiis also so low, that you scarcely
 discover it till you come close to it. = ..
"Having made a hearty dinner. at the hotel,
and the captain’ being in’ expectation: of a
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~change’ of wind,. we. deemed it imprudent to
 rémain here any longer :; we therefore mounted
.oiir. horses,i. and ‘retirned, by the::same. voad
#wé came, fo the Cove, and slept on board our
"shipl - A |
- During my: visit ta Cork, 1 learned . that
{Lord Cotnwallis (laté Governor of India),; who
‘was -the representative: of ‘thé King in."this.
island, having quelled the rebellion which had
disturbed 'this country for several ‘years, was
ssettled in Dublin. - As this city was only three
' days’ 'joﬁméy fram .Cork,’ ‘aridit -had always |
(been my-intention, afiér séeing: Exigland, to pay
:my : respects "t hig lordship; it now o(:curred
:ta-me, . thdt it wotld be.béttes) as chance’ had
'thrown me Jin- his ‘vfcihity', ta; dntici‘paite iixy
| waxtmg on hxm I ‘was further mduced to thxs
determmatxon hy the ‘beauty -of :the country,
and from havmg learnt that .two ships had
- Jately beens lost-in the Enghsh Channel. I
_therefore- resolved to_quit the ship at th1s place,
''H2
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'to London Havmg commumcated my’ in-
n, he

tentions. to my friend, Captam R
resolved’ to accompany me: we. therefore left
Iour ‘heavy luggage and servants on hoard the
ship, and, havmg landed with a $mall trunk of
clothes, again- set out for Cork. This time
“we proceeded by water, in.an. open boat, and
. took up our lodgmgs at the hotel where we had
former]y dined. -

.On, the yday after -our arrival, we were
- agreeably surprlzed by .a visit from Captain
B—r, an old’ ‘friend of Captain .R
~ a gentleman with whom I had formed an ac- -

—n; and

quamtanee m; Rohxlcund during the war with
Ghoolam Mohammed Khan, : He had heard
' _of our arrival, and came tosee us, After the
usual mqumee respecting ouw health ‘&e. he
,msxsted ‘that we should accompany him Yo his
house, which was situated a few miles in the
* eountry ; to which we agreed, and. were most
hospitably entertained. I was-delighted with
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the- beauty of  his park and - gardens and the
regularity ‘and’good_ arrangement of “all hxs
apartmﬁnls -and’ offices. **'T was_ partlcularly
_pleased ‘with hig cook-room, it’ bemg the first;
régular Kitchen I-had seen i’ ’the.dressers‘ for
“holding' chind," the” racks *for fd‘epos'it'ing* the
“dishes after they were washed the pxpes of cold
‘and -boilers” of hot - ‘water; whxch “merely By
: turmng a cock ‘were supphed in'  any quzmtlty
that could be requn‘ed with' the machmery for.
roasting meat, which was turned by smoke,
all excxted my admnranon. At Cove I'saw a,
poor. amma[-wasput Amto ahollow wheel,_ and, 7
“being' impatient +‘at ‘His ‘tonfinement,’ endea-
voured* to  clamber .up the -wheel : by this
‘éxertion . he:} ga‘;"g?-'fifxef “rhachine “a 7rotatory
motion, . which j_was‘j communicated ‘by achain
10 .the ,_s'pit,“; and thus: régul:i:lj‘ tqmed every
‘part *of _the : meat". towards: the *firé,” I was
told that..the"dog ‘had " been- thus ‘employed,
for".two or- three hours every' day, for fifteen
“fears. -*

»
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. ' Captain B—r' informed: me ‘that ‘he” had’ ’
plrroﬁased this estate, Which was sitaated "6'1.1' the
bank  of’ the rivet, {‘and onTyf four mile's"fror’n"‘
Cork, fot 40,000' rupees (£ 2 ,500).+ Part of it
was arable’ ]and some’ of it meadow, and the'
rest, except the garden, was Taid out -if pasture'
for sheep and’ cows He'told " me that it sup—‘
phed him' with more ‘corn,’ straw, and hay, than'
he could *useé, ‘also’ with abundance of mrlk
fruit;,. potatoes, ‘and other vegetables- ‘that ‘he
reared his- own sheep’ and- poultry, “and was
only obhged to- go to market’ for beef' gro-
cerles, and ‘winéz in’ short e lived' on- thns
little estate with more comfort and plenty than
an English gentlernan could:in India’ upon an
annllal_xncorne of a lac of rupees (£. 12,_500).

... This ‘gentleman’s 'family -donsisted, < in all,
of -twelve persons, tiwo-'of whom were -his
nieces. - One- of: these ladies 'was witty .and -
agreeable ; ‘the other handsome, but reserved.
‘Several of the young mién of Cork: had ‘Tade
them’ offers of marriage; but they were 50
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impressed with their:owh! powerful attractions, -
that ‘they were :difficult Yo. pleasé} and ‘would -
not: yield ‘their liberty:tolany of their admirers.
Thiese:ladies, during:difinkr; ‘honéured mé with'
themostjmlarked attention; and as I had ng{rer?
- before ’expx;fien}:éd: zsovimuch® coprtesy: I,/from ;
“beauties, I was lost in admii'ation.A Aftet dinnéx;' '
these angels miade tea for-udj and.one of -them
having “asked: me ‘if it was sweetenough, T

* replied; that, having Been made by such hands,
it ‘could mot;but e sweet: * On hearing: ‘this,
all.'the company- laughed, "and: mly- fair one-
‘blushed like @ rose of Damaspus. _

~ "Anothet remarkable-person i this ‘family:
- vds na.med Deéen Mohhmmed He was 4 mative’
of: Moorshedabad ih! Bangal; ahd had; been!
brough_t. wp ﬁ'om -his “childhood: by amelder]
brother ‘of - Captain B<=r's, wht, on’ his returti’
to Europé, brough this lad with him,;and sent:
him to-school in Covk; to learn: to 'read; and’
write Eriglish.'?sAi' the: school he .became ace
quaintéd with"a pretty. girl,.the daughtgr of
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-respectable parents, afid persuaded her to elope

‘with ‘him. They went tb affother town, where:
~ ‘they were miarriéd, ‘and then returned to Cork.
They havé had seferal ﬁl’xe children ;" and he
has publishéd a book, - giving ‘some account of
himself, and of  the customs of India. - -
. ‘ R A Lo
"7 On'the 8th of December; having previously .
engaged places for Dublin, ‘at the rate of three
guineas each, we set out in ‘the mail coach.
As this carriage has the -privilege of .con-
veying the letters from the post-office, and the
‘roads were not yet quite secure, we were’
escorted by three drégoons, ‘who were regularly -
relie.ved ‘whenever we stopped to c—hange horses.
For the above reason we also stopped during
- the night. . On this. raad, we found ample sup-
plies of every thing requisite,. 'We breakfasted
the first ‘day at a small . newly-built ~ town,
called Fermoy, and dined and slept at Clonmell.
The people.of the inns, on hearing the sound
of the coachman’s horn, had every thing ,i)re-
pared, ‘'so that.there was never the smallest
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delay: . We’ howéver, - éohld ot either - édt orf
‘sleep comfortably, for :the hurry pf ‘the. rcp'aéh-ﬂ
man, wha threatened; ifs we: were not ready ory
the. blowing of his: horn,: that ;hei would ‘leaye
" ué behind;: in which ¢ase we should not only
have Jost our pa ssagdbuﬁ probably:our luggage;,
and at all events, have: beén separated | from our,
companions. The second day we, breakfasted at:
~Kilkénny-s."this “city is celebrated. throughdﬁb

Ireland for the purity: of it§ airy the fineness! ef .

its water, the healthiness of .ifs Situation, dnd:
: the beauty and ,urbanity - of,: its. inhabitants.
. was 's0 dchghted with: the transxent wew I had,
of it, that-1 would: not sit. dawn to, breakfast,,
- but, havipg-taken a piece of bread in my hand;,
“walked to the river :; thislfbhnd came: rolling,
- down, a Yerdant hill at:same distance; but was:
“in its progress. interrupted: by ‘2 fall, which,
added. much ta the bea_uty of: the scenery. 4 0n,
the opf;osite' side of the river; the ground was,
-~ laid but .in. ga_rélens,and o_rqh_ar_ds‘, res_embl,i,_ng-
a terresti:fal- paradise §- . inf ‘short’; ‘Tam at 3 Joss
for. “Words ~to-: express the: delight I felt on:
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beholding ‘this : charming -place. ' During the
- night; we slept at the-town of Carlow, and on
the following evening éntered Dublin. -

" 'This -three days® -journey.; was’ throogh:
a hilly country, so that we.were. comstantly!
ascending and descending ; we did not however;
mheet ‘'with any very 'steep mountains. The:
villages in this country much resemble those of
India. The roofs of theshouses are- thatched
with straw, and bound down with osiéts; but in
some ' instances  they are covered with sods,
which have the grass growing a'span high out
of them. Few villages contaim more than a
dozen houses. - The poverty of  the. 'peasants, -
or common people; in’ this country, is such,
that the peasants of tIndid are’ rich when com~
pared /to’them. * This’ poverty arises from. two
causes ; * first, the high™price of -provisions 3
and, secondly, the quantity of clothes and fuel
requisite ' to Keep them warm.in so cold a éli
mate;: Notwithstanding the sharp stones.over.
which’ they are ‘obliged to' travel, and the ex<
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eessive! cold ‘of -the’ climate; they hever! wear &
shioe, ‘but during: the whole -year £o about with
bare: legs ' and- barerarms ;. fimnctheqxiénce ‘of.
which; these’ parts’ of them’are ds‘réd as- thé
the féet'of a Hindoo' woman, who has betn ap-
plying Mendee': (the leaves. of the Sphwramhus'
Indzcus.) e C
¢ *I'Was' informed, ‘that ‘many of. these people:
fever taste rﬁeat duriig their lives, but ' subsist
entnlely upon pOtatOEb" hrid that, m the farm=,
housks; the’ goats, plgs, dogs, men, women, and
chlldren, lie all together. Whilst on our jour-,
ney, ‘the boys frequently ran for miles Wit} thé
coach in hopes of nb.tammg a pxece of bread
T R S I PIOPR ::«'; R
Noththstandmcr the ‘poverty of . the  pea-,
sants, the country.:s‘. well cultivated, and very -
fertile 5 it- produces great quantities. of wheat,.
barley, peas; turnips, and, ahove all, potatoes..
R_ice,‘* both of . Bengah and +America, is .pro-
‘curable every where, : though at. a high price., -
Wherevet 1 dined;: a plate of' this .grain was,
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always. bbiled, -and brought to table for my ex- .
_clusive -use 3 rﬁy host and his other ‘guests
contenting themselves with bread and vegeta-
_bles. The horses, and f;oygé_ are fed during
winter, while the ground is covered with snow,
on dry ‘grass and grain,,and the sheep.on
turnips.. ‘
" Here is found a kind of earth, called Turf,
fuel; it is however not equal to the other kind
of fuel used in, these countries, called Coal,
. which is & species of black stone, dug out of
mings, and affords a great heat, Tarf is never-
theless better .than. the composition . of  cow
dung, used by the poor in India;
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?CH‘AP.‘ it
The Auzhor arrzves at Dublm, and hzre.s' lodgmgs
.Descrzptzon qf the czty, and of the mtenor
. of the houses. nghtmg qf the streets at
"-"-,.mgizt Squares. Ir_zf‘atuatzon qf Europeans
respectzng Statues. Account of Pheeniz Park
L the nght-lwuse and Pzer-—-the rwer, cmd
‘ ‘canals. Descnptzon (f the College —-Parlza—
ment House-— Custom Hause, ‘and E.rchange
—-C'hurches—-—Barmclzs and Hospztals. The;
'Author vzszts thé - Theatre —--lzzs account qf |
'an Harlequm entertamment, anJ other ]mblzo

L

ez‘/ubztzons. B

<UPON our amval in Dubhn, we found the
inn, at. v&hxch the' coach ‘stopped, quxte full= »
we were therefore obhged to go to’ an hotel'
frequented only by lords'and dukes, and where,,

of course, the charges were very hxgh Bit,
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by the advice oP a gentleman who came in the
coach with us from Cofk, I went next day
and hired a lodging in_English Street, near
the College, at the-house of a Mrs. B—,
a widow lady of an amlable &lsposmon, ‘who”

had several very | fine children. In this country
.1t is not. customary to take lodgmgs by the
vmonth but only by the week T therefore
engaged two rooms, at a gumea a ‘week.

1 always breakfasted at, home, the servants of
rthe "house purchasmg for me’ excellent tea,

' sugar, bread, and butter

( Durmg the first week of my res:dence in
Dublm, I dally accompamed Captain R

‘to some of the coﬂ'ee-houses, where we dined

at about five shxllmgs éxpense ; but in a short
time I had so many invitations,. that I was
seldom dxsengaged Every gentleman who |
:wlshed to invite me to his house, first called,
and ‘then sent a note, to request.I would dine
with him on. such a day. Sometimes. they
brought the note with_them, and, if I hap-
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pened to. be absent - from .home, left their
' nameswnttenonacard, together mththe
Jnvitation. . ) ’

*. Captain R——n, having paid his respects
to the Lond Lieutenant; and seen every thing
he deemed worthy of oMﬁon in Dublin,
determined p proceed immediately to Londonz
but, as L had no particular object in view, and
was- highly gratified by the attention and hos-

- pitality of the Irish, I resolved to continue some
-time longer in this country, even at . the risk
'of parting with my friend, and trusting myself
gntirely among strangers. . Of ;this, however,

I had no causé to repent;: for my acquain-

_ fances, finding that-after the departure of Cap-
tain R——n I, was Jeft without a cpmpaniory
¥edoubled thieir attentions:to me : and I found,

that by not having any person to interpret for
me, I made much more- progressqumnna
the English lauguage. '

-.4-‘,

As m) prmcxpal object in undertahn thc

-



12 THE TRAVELS : OF .

: Journey to DubTm Was to pay my respects to
‘Marquis ComWalhs, the second day after my
arrival I sent my compliments to his lordship,-
ana, if agreeable, I would. wait upon him: in
reply to which, I.received a polite message from*
his' lordship, ‘expressive of his happiness at my
‘safe  arrival,’ and desiring’ to see me at a certain

_houf on the following. day." I accordingly
‘waited upon his. lordship, by whom I was most
graciously received.” He directed his secretary
to proﬁde -me with whatever- I required, and *
depute some person to show me all ' the cu-
riosities of the place. He further requested
that T would - favour him frequently with

my-company at the Castle. During my stay
in Dublin, I paid my respects to his lord-
ship ex;ery -.‘week‘l, and was “each “time ho-

" noured . with fresh proofs of his kindness and

frxendshxp :

I shall here endeavour to nge my Readers
some description.of this city, certainly the most
magnificent I had-hitherto seen. ‘

A
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Dublin is the capital of xrel‘aza,s ~it is situ-
ated within a few miles of the sea, ‘and is about
twelve- miles in c'ircum'f'erence' Many: of the
houses are bullt of - hewn stone, -and- do- not-
appear as if-any mortar was. used in theu- con~
structlon, the stones fitting so exactly into each'
other. The generality of .the houses -are how-'
ever built of brick: and mortar, neatly laid
together: ‘the bricks are of ‘a large size, ‘and
the mortar appears as a white ‘border round .
“ their. edges. All the houses in a street are of
the same height, which gives an uniformity of -
" appeéarance that is very pleasing: in the inside
they are- generally painted white, or of dif-
ferent, calours, and have all glazed windows:
Most of them consxst of : four stones, one of .
which is under grbund;i in’ this they havé '
-apartments ' fitted ,up for.. cookmg, washing,
and keeplng coals, wme, 3c. The ground‘
floor is appropriated to shops or oﬁices, and
eating. rooms. ‘The. next  story is the' most
elegantly ornamented, and  is used for: the re-

ception of company- - the one -above that is
VyoL. L. . 1
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divided into b:d rooms, for the master and
mistress, or their visitors: and the upper story
of all, the windows of which rise above the
‘roof of the house, and where the ‘ceilings are,
low, is; allotted as sleeping apartments for thé
servants.  The roofs of the houses are covered
with 'thin blue.stones, which-are closcly fitted,
and; nailed -on: narrow slips of board; and -are
tuch, handsomer and mare durable than tiles.

v The. apartments are. in. general fitted up
--with great elegance.” The window curtains are
either; of beautiful chintz, silk, or velvet. The
rest, of ﬁhe furniture consists: of- mirrors,  gi-
* randoles,, pictures; mahogany tables, - chairs,
couches, . &. Ir';A every apartment there is a
place for a fire, the machine for holding which
is composed of steel and brass, very highly po-
lished, and ornamented.- The front of the fire-
place is adorned by. marble slabs, one of which
is laid‘horizonta'l_ly,_iand upon which,-in the
summer, they place bouquets of flowers, and, in.
the winter, various ornaments of china, spars, &c.
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\Nothmg in  their . houses aﬁrapted -my- ad-
wmiration so. much, as what I have just. described,
ntility and' ornament being therein happily
blended.. "The walls.of the rooms are coxered with
‘Eamlegat,ed- paper, with, which the pattern of - the
carpets in general correspond: “The entraiice to
the house is by a door on the eating floos, on
which the. aumber of .thenhousa;%nd the name
of the master are either. painted, or engraved on,
a brass plate. On every door there :is fixed a
- knocker, by striking of which you give notice to
the servants, when. you. wish to. enter; but in
some hauses they have bells fixed for this purpose.
In _,.the -ropm, below stairs,. where the servants
assemble; there are several- bells. fixed, which
communicate by wires with. the different; apart—
‘men.ts, and belng all nymbered;- upon, the '
ringing of, any bell the servants. immediately
know, where their presence is required.
+* The streets qt? tluscltx ,;n;@_in general wide,
and are._ divided intp, three portions: the two
sxdes, yvhxch are . ﬂagged .are- approprmted to
. 12 )
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foot passengers ;&., and the middle part, which is
paved with stones, is used for horses and car-
riages. In front of the houses of noblemen and
gentlemen there is an iron railing' which - pro-
Jects some yards into the street, by which light
and air are admitted into the lower floor,  and
heavy or dirty articles can be taken out or in
through a door ‘in the railing, without defiling
the house.

Many of the best streets are entirely oc- |
cupied by shops: these have all large glazed
windows, in which the articles are exhibited, to
attract purchasers. Theyhave also over the doors
a plank painted black, on which is inscribed,
in gold letters, the name and profession of the
owner. . These shops are at night brilliantly
lighted up, and have a handsome effect. In
them is to be found’ whatever is curious or
valuable in the world. My attention was par-
tiéular]y attracted by the jewellers’ and milliners’
repositories ; nor were the fruiterers or pastry-
qodks’ shops without their attractions. I gene-
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rally spent an. hour between breakfast and
dinner in some one of these places.

- Atnight, both sides of the street are lighted
up, by lamps suspended in glass vases at the
_heiéht of ten or twelve feet from the ground;
which, with the addition of the numerous can-
dles burning in the shop windows, render it as
Jight as-day. One of the streets thus lighted
2p, in which were several chemists' shops con-
taining glass vases filled. with different .coloured
liquids, put me in mind of the Imam Bérek
(Mausoleum) at Lucknow, when illuminated,
during the reign of the late Nabob Assuf ad
.Dowleh. ‘This being the first town I had seen-
.well lighted at night, it impressed me with a
great idea of its grandeur, nor did. it after-
wards suffer.in my estimation by a comparison
-with London. . .

The crowd of: pebple who are constantly
-walking the streets is astonishing; and they
_have acquired such dexterity by habit, that they
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never run against each other. ‘I could not hélp
admiring some girls, who, ‘either from the.cold«
ness of the weather, or their natural high flow
of spirits, disdained to walk deliberately, but
bounded through the crowd, without touching -
any one, as if they had been going'down &
dance. ' - '

In this, and all the other clties of Europe,
there are so ‘many carriages ‘of different kinds,
that I may safely aver, from the day I atrived
in Dublin, till I quitted. Paris, the sound 'of
_coach wheels was never-out of my éars,- There
 are seven hundred registered ‘coaches here,
which never go out of the town, but merely
carry passengers from one street to another. |
Besides these, every nobleman and gentleman
of fortunie keeps his own carriage, some of
which are drawn by two horses, others by four
or six. The horses are of a large breed pe-
ailiar to these kingdoms; and .they are 'used
for all kinds of work, even for ploughing the

- -ground.  'The only use made of bullocks.in this
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country is to eat them. The sheep here have
not large tails, but are very delicious food.
The fowls are also very fine, of the size of
geese, and give very large eggs.

v : .

In this city there are several extensive and
 beautiful squarés: in the cenitre of each i ge-
nerdlly a fountain, -over whlch ‘a ¢upola is
erected, to shelter it from the Sin : “the water
issues from ‘the heads of lions, or 'somé other’
-animal, carved in stonie; but, to prevent the
water being wasted, every pipe has a screw
to it, whieh,.Whén the person has filled his
buckets, he tirns, an<_§ the water ceases to flow.
" In some of the squares there is a stone plat-
form erected; on which is placed the equéstrian
statue of one of their kings; and when seen from
a distance, -it appears as if the horse was cur-
vetting in the air. Theée fountains and statues
have an iron ra11mg round them and at night,
lamps are affixed thereto, to prevent people.
from hurtmg themselves by runmng agamst
them. ‘ ’



1200  THE TRAVELS OF

In this country, and all through Europe,
,but especially in' France and in Italy, statues
‘of stone and'marble are héld in high estimation,
~ approaching to idolatry. Once in my presence,
in London, a figure which had lost its head,
- arms, and thighs, and of which, in short, no-
‘thing- but the trunk remained,-was sold for
40,000 'rupees (£.5000). It is .really asto-
nishing- that ‘people possessing so much icnoiy—
ledge and good sense, a'nd‘Who reproach the '
nobility of Hindoostan with wearing gold and
- silver ornaments like women, should be thus
tempted by Satan_ to throw away their money
- upon - useless blocks. There is a great variety
of thése figures, and they seem to have appro-
priate ‘statues for every situation i thus, at the
doors or gates, they have huge jaritors ; in the
‘interior they have_ figures of ’women dancing

with tambourines and other musical instru-
‘ments; over the chimney-pieces they place
some of the heathen deitigé of Greece_;‘ in the
burying grounds they have the statues of the
' “deceased; and in the gardens they put up
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. «devils,, tigers, ‘or. ‘'wolves in. putsuit ‘of. a fox,

in hopes. that animals, on beholding these
 figures, will be frightened, -and not: come into_
. the garden. '

_The centre ‘part of .some of the squares -
~ is laid out in handsome gardefis, where. the
. genteel .inhabitants walk every morning and -
e\}ening, .and “from which the. common peo-
ple. are excluded. .Bands of ~-wandering mu-
sicians _also come here, and play for.a-small

reward.

Besides the -squares, the); have in Europe
other places of recreation for the ‘inhat'iitants;
.called Parks : “these are an.extent of ground -
inclosed - with -a wall, containing rows of shady

- trees, .verdant pastures, -an& brooks of ‘water,
-over - which "are thrown ornamental arches,
-either of stone or marble. ‘Cattle and sheep
are permitted to graze in these parks; and deer
~are frequently allowed to run wild in them,
.and increase their numbers.: The flesh of the
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last-mentioned animals is highly prized; and
when one of them is required for the table, a
good marksman is employed -to kill him with
‘a musket. In some of the parks there are
handsome buildings and delightful gardens, to
which the inhabitants of the city resort in -gfeat

-«
numbers ‘on Sundays.

‘The ‘country all: round Dublin is very pic-
turésque, and in that respeet it far - surpasses
Tondon. At the distance of afew miles from
the city, there is a great vériety of hamlets
and country-houses, where the people of opu-

~ lence reside during the summer. -

The tmost charming place I have ever be-
held' is Pheenix Park. Besides the beauties
-which I'have described as belonging to parks
in general, it contains several buildings of hewn
stoné ; and the Dublin river runs through the
‘middle of it, the banks of which are sloped,
and formed into verdant lavns ;. and over the
stream are’ érected: two elegant stone bridges’:
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it -also Ecodtainsf several xising :gffouhds of hills,
" on the shaded sides of which, during the winter,
snow is sometimes to be seen, while the other
parts retain their verdure ;. this forms an agree-
able contrast, and .renders the whole of the
scenery peculiarly interesting., On viewing
this delightful spot; T was made sensible of -the
just sentiments of the English gentlemen ih
India, who,: hotwithstan_ding' their high rank.
and great incomes, - consider that country s
- merely a placefof temporary sojourn, and have-
their thoughts always bent apon returmng to
- their . native land. e -
' |
* Anothef captivating scene neai Dublin s
the sea side, the prospect from which is bead-
tiful, and enlivened by :the view of many
Hundred ships at’anchér, -All along the shore, -
“for several ‘miles, ~£hey~'lrave wooden - housds
placed ‘upon ‘wheels, for the convenience of
private bathing. These machines aré drawn
~by horses “into the proper depth of waters - a
»door then opens tOWaxds the sea, and a- perso’n

e
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may perform’ his ablutions with, the greatest
. pri_Va‘cy, and benefit to his heéalth.

The greatest curxosxty “of this city'is a tower
which is built in the sea, at the distance of- two
miles; and is united to the shore by a wall or
pier forty yirds in breadth. ' On “this tower
they every night light ﬁp an immense lanterh
with ‘2 great number of" lamps ; by seeing
which, the people on'board ships, bound for this
‘harbour, steer their course, and avoid the shoals
and rocks which obstruct the free navigation of
this port. Besides'the advantage of ‘a safe com-
munication with the Light-house, the Pier is
useful;'to preveﬁt the sea from encroaching on
. the city.’

The river’ which runs through Dublin is
.called the Liffy, and is as large as.the Goompty
* (of Lucknow), when full : both-banks of it are

lined with- stone and there are six handsome
bridges over it. Thesides of these bridges are
‘defended by iron railings, to which are affixed -
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- a number of the glass vases I have before de-
scribed, for holding lamps; and at night, when
these are lighted up, they,ihave quite the a;;—
"pearance of illuminations made by the nobility

~of Hincioostan, on a marriage, of some other

rejoicing. - - In this country there are nu-
merous canals, for the conveyance of coalsi
and other heavy goods from .one part of the
kingdom to another. There is one which rung
from Dublin- to’ Limerick,. upon which are
several covered boats resembling our budge-
rows; but some of these are much larger, and
will carry a great number of passengers. These
boats are drawn by horses, whi¢h proceed along

a level road formed on the bank of the canal,

which- is generally shaded by rows of trees.
- By the contrivance of gates or locks, a sufficient

. quantity of water is always retajned in the

canals; ‘and in case of \:i'ts overflowing, it

- tan be iet off'into" other channels.- 'In the

vmmlty of this city are also’ séveral. docks for

building ships, the construction of which is

very curious.
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- Of the publig buildings, the College is the
most celebrated. The .entrance to this is
through a lofty arched gateway; opposite to
which is:a building five stories high, con-
taining the -apartments of the students, of
whom there have been, some years, as many
as twelve hundred at. the. same time, . The
Library is a very elegant room, onc hundred
yards in length, and twenty. in breadth : the
walls. are all fitted: up. with shelves, which
contajn above 40,000 volumes, in various: lan~
guages, -and, every. branch, of science. I was
muchy pleased to find here several Persian
books 3 - among which were two. very elégant
manuscript- copies of the Shaknameh, and the
Five Poems of Nizamy. The Museum is
~ also a fine room: it confains a great number
of curiosities, principally brought from. foreign
countries :- one of these, was 3 human body
wrapt up in cloths and gum, which. had
been, brought from the pyramids of Egypt At
the back of the College is an extensive mca-
* dow, divided into walks, and sha_ded by trecs,
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which serves as a place of recreation for the
~ students. ‘

At the time of my visit to. the College, the
chief or head of the -University was Provost
G—y. ' He first honoured me with an -invi-
tation to inspect the College, and afterwards
requested I would favour him with my .com-
pany to dinner. - He, and his lady, a very sen<
sible and intelligent woman, behaved to me
with the most marked attention and politeness.
At his table I had the pleasure of meeting with
Dr. B—n, a member of '.Parliament;-ahd a
great favourite of the people of Ireland; also °
a Dr. H—1; both of whom afterwards ho-~
noured me with their friendship. I was so
much pleased with the wit and' agreeable con-
versation of Mrs. B—n, that I-wrote a peem
in her praise, and sent it to her from London.

‘Next in rank among the public buildings,
is the Parliament House. This is divided ‘into
‘two large apartmeénts, and several offices. In
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one of the apartments the Lords meet; and .
* in the other,. the Commons, or representatives
of the people, assemble, These rooms are hung
round with tdpestrg), on which are depicted the
representations of battles, and other events that
occur in their history. At first I thbught ‘they
were paintings, but, upon examination, disco-
vered, to my great astonishment, that -the
figures were all worked on the cloth.

I next visited -the Custom House;,' and the
Exchange : these are both noble buildings. In
the former, the duties upon all goods exported
. or imported are received; and in the latter the

merchants assemble to negotiate their concerns.
One of the greatest curiosities I observed_here
was a wind clock: it had a dial resembling d
~common clock, with two hands, which indi-
cated the exact poiht_ whence the wind blew.
I afterwards proceeded to the Courts of Law,
and then to a superb dome called the Rotunda.
This latter place was built for a public musjc-
room, and will hold 4000 pei'sdns, but is
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now used by . Government as a barrack for
‘soldiers.’

T

The five buildings I have mentioned are con-~ “

structed of beautxful hewn stone ; _and the four -

Jatter have, in the center of each, a lofty:ddme,
whence, through large glazed windows, the light
is communicated to the interior : they are also-

adorned iri front by arcades of lofty pillars.. -

- In. this city there are a great number of places
“ of pubiic worship, several of whxch I visited.
The most celebrated of them is called Christ ‘
Church: it is very large, and above 6oo years
old. In it they never 'perm1t the men_and
women to sit together, which-appears to me an
-~ excellent regulatxon. The barracks of Dublin
are very extenswe and there aretwo handsome
- parades, well paved and flagged, for the exercise

of troops in rainy weathér.

The pubhc hospxtals ,of this™ cnty are nu- -

merous, ‘and " are admu'able mstxtutlons "One
VOL. 1. K
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of these is for the delivery of poor pregnant
women ; another for the reception and educa«

tion of orphans ; and a third for the maintenance

of wounded or worn-out soldiers.

In these countries it is common for persons,
when dying, to bequeath estates or large sums
of monéy, to' endow hospitals, or for other cha- '
ritable purposes. This custom is truly praise-
worthy, and should be accepted as an excuse
for those, who, during their existence in this
world, hoard up their riches, and often'deny
themselves the enjoyments of life. . .

In this city there Are but two hot ba’&hs, the
roofs of which' resemble large ovens., They
are not properly fitted up; and are so small,
that with difficulty they hold one person; and,
even then the water does, not rise above hig
middle. Being a case of necessity, I bathed in
one of them; but there. were not any atten-
dants to assist me ;- and instead of a rubber, I
was obliged to use ‘a brush, made (7 hope) of
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horse’s - hait, such as they clean shoes with.
The fact is, that in winter the peoplé,of, Dublin
never bathe, and in summer they go ‘into the. -
sed or river: these baths are :therefore entirely
designed “for invalids or convalescents.

‘Dublin can boast but of two public Theatres
or Play-houses, ‘each’ of which will contain-
about 1500 persons.. 'The half of the building
which is appropriated -to the audience is divided
into ‘three  parts, denominated, the Boxes’, Pit;
and Gallery: the first of these is intended for
the. nobility and gentry, the second for the
tradéesmen, and the third for the lower. classes -
of people. . The prices of admittarice are, five
shillings, threevshillings; and one shilling. The
other half of the building is . occupied by the
stage, an which the actors exhibit :* this is spb-
divided by a number of curtams and scenes,
apon whxch are painted cltles, castles, gardens,
‘forests, &c. The whole of the house is well
lighted, by candles placed in. chandelxers,

lustres, &c - :
K2
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In the exhibition which afforded: me the
- greatest amusement, the actors spoke in some
barbarous language. One of them represented
. an Ethiopian magician, called Harlequin, with
whom the daughter of a nobleman falls despe-
rately in love : the magician in consequence
conveys her, while ésleepin her bed, to his
own country. Here she is visited by the Queen
of the Fairies, and several of her attendants,
all of whom descend on the stage in flying
thrones: they reproach her for her partiality
to such a wretch, and advise her to discard
him : she, after- showing evident proofs of her -
- attachment to the magician, yields to their
advice, and requests they will assist her to
return- home. The queen orders one of the
 attendants to _accompany the young lady, and |
to remain mth her as a protection against the
.power of the magician, and to assist her father
and her intended husband. - Harlequin however
.contrives to visit his mistress ; and. the lovers
being soon reconciled, they attempt at ome
time to escape in a coach, at another in a
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ship, but are always brought back. At length,
in one of the affrays,’ tiée father is wounded, )
and confined to_his bed: here he is visited by

_ the-Angel of Death, represented by the skeleton’
of -a man with a dart in his hand, wha tells him
“he ‘miust: either marry his-daughter' to Har
lequin, or accompany him. The father consents
to the marriage, which is celebrated with great
) réjoicings; and. thus ends the farce. 'Arioﬂlenj
of their. ex:ihibitionS‘ was’ named The Taking
of Seringapatam : ‘all the scenes in this, were -
taken from a book recently published, con-
- taining an account of the late war in Mysore,
and the ,fall of Tippoo Saltan. The ‘repre-
sentation was ' so correct, -that “every thing
appeared natural ; .and the conclusion was very -
‘affecting. - '

P I was much entertained by an exhibifiorg
of Horsemanship, by Mr. Astley and his com-
pany. They havé an established house in
London, but come over to Dublin for four or
five months in every year, to gratify the Irish, ~
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by displaying~their skill in this science, which -
far surpasses any thing I ever saw in India.

-1 was also much ‘astonished on seeing a
new invention. of the Europeans, called a Pan-
-orama. The scené was Gibraltar, a celebrated
fort belonging -to the English, at the entrance
of the Mediterranean Sea, on the coast of Spain.
1 was led by a dark entrance into the middle of
‘a large room, round which a picture of this
famed fottress was- hung; but; by some con-
trivance, the li;ght was 50 directed, that every
.object eppeared as natural as life. They also
exhibited an engagement between an English
‘and a French fleet, in which not only the noise
of cannon was distinctly heard,‘ but also the
balls flew about, and. carried away the masts
and sails of the adversaries’ ships. -
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~ CHAP, VIIL
Character of .the Irish. . Caﬁcatures,’ Trouble~

_some-curiosity of the common people. ffeavy
" fall of snow. Severe cold. Climate of Ireland
¢ w~eadvantages thereof. - Skating. Account of
- the author's particulaf'. Sriends or’ patrons.
* Mode of living of the Irish. The author
+ leaves Dublin — his' passage to E,ng:land:-—
"\ he lnds at Holyhead. Description of Wales,
- and of the city !ng’i;ester. The author arrivés

in London. ‘ S

o S “.
I ISHAL'L' here endeavour to’sketch the cha-
‘racter of the irjsh. The greater proportion of
them are Roman-Catholics, or followers of the
religion of the Pope. - Their chm;chés are how-
ever built in the same form as' those of the
‘English, whom_they call Dissenters or Phild-
sophers (i. e. Deists or Atheists). '
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+ They are not so intolerant as the English,
neither have they the austerity and bigotry of
the Scotch. In bravery and determinatibn,
hospitality and prodigality, freedom of, speech
and open-hearfedneés, they surpass the English
and Scotch, but are deficient in prudence and

“sound judgment: they are nevertheless witty,
and quick of comprehension.. Thus my landlady
" and her children soon comprehended my broken
English ; and what I could not egplain by lan-
guage, they understood by signs: nay, before
1 had been a fortnight in their house, they
could even understand my ‘d‘isﬁgﬁred' transla-
tlons of Persian ‘poetry.” When I was about:
to leave'~?hem, and proceed on ‘my journey,
many of my friends appeared much affected,
and said, “ With your li,ttle knowledge of the
“ language, you will suffer much distress in
“ ,Ehg’landl; for the people there will not give
“ themselves any trouble to cofnprehend‘your
. meaning, or to make themselves useful
¥ to you." Iq fact, after I had resided for
a-whole year in England, and could speak the
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language a' hundred tnmes better than on my
ﬁrst arrival; I found, mirch more difficulty .in
obtammg what I wanted, than I did in I/reland. .
-+ In Dublin, if I happened to lose my way,\'
and inquired it of "any pef'éorg, he would, im-
~x§1edfately on 'pex'ceiving' I was a forgigner, quit
. 'his -work, and accompany me to the place
where I wished to_go. Oné night, as- I was
gbing: to »pa}? a.visit at a considerable distance,
I asked a man which was the road. Hé in+
- stantly accompanied me ; ‘and when we arrived -
at a partlcular spot, I knew where we were,
and, hamng thanked him for the trouble he had
taken, said I was now perfectly acquainted
with the remamdet of the road, and begged he
uould return home. - He would not consent ;
- but after' we had ’ gone some distance further,
-1 insisted upon his leaving me, otherwise T
should relinquish my visit. ‘He apparently
complied ;- but I could perceive, that, from his
‘ gréat care of me, h_e'still followed. .Being ar. .
rived at the door of my friend’s house, I waited
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for some time, that I might again have an op-
portunity of thanking him; but as soon as he
. saw that I had reached a placé of. security, he
turned round, and went towards home.

The Irish, by reason of their liberality and
- prodigality, seldom have it in their power to
assist their friends in pecuniary matters : they
are g'enerally'in. straitened circumstances them-
selveé‘, and therefore cannot, or do not aim at
the comforts . and elegance of the English:
" heither do they take pains to acquire riches
and honours like the Scotch, by limiting their
. expenses when in the receipt of good incomes,
and paying attention to the Great. In conse-
quencelof this want of prudence, they seldom
attain to high dignities, and but few of them,

comparatively, make much progress in science.

Their great national defect, .however, is
excess in drinking. The rich expend a vast deal
in wine; and the common people consume im-
mense quantities of a fiery spirit, called whisky,
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wvhmh is »the: peculiar, manufacture of s thts
country and part ~af:sﬁcmland‘ |

- One evening: that B dmdhm 4 large com-
pany, we sat down to table at mx/ o'clogk : ithe
‘master: of the house ‘immediately: commenced
asking’ us ‘to. drink wine, and, under various
pretences, replenished our glasses ; bttt% perpeiv-
ing that I was backward in.emptying ming, - he
called for. two.water glasses, 'and, ,having- filled
them with elaret; ingisted , upon my taking one
of ‘«them; After the table-cloth. Wgs Vreqmved.,

“he first drank the health of the.King, then of
- the Queen ; . after which he toasted a number
of beautiful young ladiés with whom I was ac-
quaiqiéd, ,\i;ong of which I dared to refuse, Thus
the time passed till two o'clock in the morn-
ing ; i}nd we had been sittingy for eight hoyrs :
he then called to hlS servants to brihg‘a fresh
supply of wine. Al;hough I'was so much in-
toxicated that I could scarcelyfyy:glk; yet, on
hearing this ‘Qrgcja'&g_, 1 "'yy}asv so_frightened, that
1 arose,, and requested, permission -to_retire.
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He said he was sorry I should, think " of -going
-away o _soon ; t.hat\he wished I would-sfay
_ supper, after which we might have ‘a bottle or
two more by ourselves. I had heard from
Englisynen, that the Irish, after they get
drunk at table, quarrel, and kill each other in
duels; but I must declare, that I never saw
them guilty of any rudeness,: or of the smallest
xmproprlety ' -

The painters of these countries sometimes
draw ridiculous ﬁgures, called Caricatures, which,
it is impossible to behold without laughing.
’ They; in general, are intended to exhibit the
defects or follics of the Ministers or other great
_men, and sometimes to turn into ridicule the
prevallmg passxon or Vice of the people at large.
These plctures are Sld in sets, and consist of
several pieces. One of them which was shown
‘to me contained a caricature of each of these
nations. The first exhibited a Scotchman,
quitting- his country to seek his fortune: and

the xtch bemg a very common complamt in
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- ‘Scotland, this poor fellow is_z'dra'v;?n,.'rubbing

{

his back -against a _mili:ésfone; on the road to

London. In the next page he is shewn’ in the
_habit of a postman; carrying a'bag of letters

from one, village to anothet. "In.the third page,

he becomes a gentlemans steward: in this

: sxtuatlon, by his industry, and attentlon to the

wishes of hxs master, he. acqun'es some money,
which he lends out: at ‘interest to his- master,
and thus. becnmes richs Inthe fourth page, he
gets acquamted thh an opulent English widow,
_whom he mames, and thereby acquires some
degree of Jmpprtance. In the fifth page hé i is

represented -as’ an ‘atténdant ‘on the "MiniStér,‘_

- with whom, ‘by his assiduity and flattery, he

becomes a favourite,: and "obtains a post under
" Governiment. ~ In the last page, he is seated ‘in

. the chair of the Vizier, -having,- by industry and

perseveranoe, thus raiséd himself, from the most

- abject state of poverty, to the highest situation
“which can be held by a subjéct. -

The Irishman’s, career is not so long, nor



‘ 142 nm 'nmus oF I

- so varied.. He: b!&hsta 43 a soldier, and; having
d.xstmgmshed (itaself by his bravery, is pro-
moted by degrees to the rank of General. .He
them qum:els at vtabla .with another eofficer ;.
theyﬁght,:md he mktﬂed mﬂw:dnel
F"" T IR o Tt

o fTha Enghshmm is wprasentad as a: fat bull
_ (thmforemamad‘-kkn Buit); ;and 33 that dni-
mal is remarkable for ,éating\a:gimf dealy and
for 'eﬁéessive coutage and- obstinscy, ‘80 the
Enghsh seem to. consider eating -and. drinking
asr&hexr chief happiness,- are ﬁ-equently blunt .
and uncouth i in their’ ‘manners;: and - offen -run

blmdly into- danger and mneoamy impense

f' s

The Insh wmit hhva iwt sneh tlegance of
manners, o’ tbu‘im;d!ome ‘efes. and- hair of
the Enghsh ﬁetthm are - theyr ab talt nor so.
good figures as hh&%otch* but:they have much’
finer complexions, :in'ewann in thexr aﬂ?‘ectxons,
hvely, and agxeeable. ‘

" For some .timq:a&ez my arrival in Doblin,

*
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1 was greatly mwmnoded by the common peos
ple: crowdmg round .me,; whenever T went out.
They were all very. Cﬂﬂm see me, but - had
no mtantmnofoﬂ’endmgme,-- Some said 1
must be the. Russranﬁgnenl m had been

for some, time expected ; others aﬁirmed Iwas =

¢ither..a . German or . Bpanish * mbleman but
~ the .gréater. past agheed that IWasaPersxan
Prince.. .-Ome day, . a. g-reat crowd havmg as-
" sembled ahomt. me; a shopkeeper ‘ddviiéd me
. to Mkm&mse,md to sit down till they
- should dispayeese T aoceptﬁl ‘hiskind mvxtatum,
" and went inte the: zshop, where: hﬂim;sed myg&f
by looking at. some._penknives,. scissars, S
The people howeVer thronged 8o about his
, ~,.,,;;§39t sevesal of the panes were bmken
\ agql d;le. argwd. being very great, it.was ‘in vain
to ﬁ&k wha hqd done 1t-

) e 'r‘.}@.'z‘" ERIER i S

A.baut a fortmght after my a amval there fell
a veryhgavy shower of snow. As I had fiever
before seen any thmg of .the kind, I was mich
delighteg by ﬁm’lﬁhﬂzmﬁf the. housés-and
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tops of the walls were soon covered with it, and
- in two. or three days the fields and mountains
became a whlte surface, as f'u' as the eye could
" reach. Durmrr the time it (.ontmued to snow,
_the cold was not.very great ; but when it ceased,
: not\mthstandmfr I had:all' my doors and win-
" dows shut, and had three blankets on my II)ed,
"I felt the frost pierce through me like ‘an
arrow., The fire. had searce any effect on me; v
for while I warmed one side, I was frozen on
the other; and I frequently burned my fingers
before I was aware of ‘the heat. At length I
discovered, that the best rémedy was walking ;
and during the "continuation of - the frost, I
walked every day seven or eight miles. Iwas 4
' appi'ehensive that my health would have suffered .
from ‘the severity of the climate§ but, on the -
contrary, I had a keen appétite, and found
myself every day get stronger and more active.
I recollect that in India, when'I only wore
' a"single‘ vest-of Dacca muslin,  if I walked a
mile I was completely tired ; but here, when .
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. rhy‘ clothies ',v,v'ould'; have been a hea\;y load 'for\

an ass; I could fhéve‘ri{n_ for'_miles .without"‘
_ feeling the smallest fatigﬁe‘.' In \:India,' T slept
: dai_ly seven or. eight ‘hours, at different times;
without feeling refreshed ; but during the two
‘months ‘I 'remained in \I‘r_e_:'Ianél,g I never slept
- more than four hours any night; and yet I

" never: felt an :inclination’ to lie down in: the .

day time.

/The coldness of the climate in thesé-‘isla,nds

. is; I 'am convinced 5've'ry beneficial, and attended
with “many advantages to the inhabitants. In

the first place, it renders the men wgorous ’

. both in mind and body, and the women fair
"andghandsome Seconﬂly, it obliges them to
_ take exercise, - which hardens -and mv1gorates
. the constitution, and inspires them with, that -
'valour, by which they are enabled to encounter
.the greatest hardshlps, and to acquire zmmartal'
Jame. .. During my residence in Ireland and
'Englam'i‘ I have frequently received contusions

without beijng. sensxble of them at the time,’the
voL... = .- L -

. -
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tenth part of which would in India have laid
e upon the bed of- sickness. Thirdly, it ren-
ders _them open-hearted and sincere, steady
in the pursuit of knowledge, and not led away
by the flights of fancy or- sallies of imagination.
I have frequently seen both men and women of
twenty years of age, who possessed not an idea
that could interfere with their acquirement of |
science or the useful arts. The excessive cold -
- prevents their sitting idle; and the mind being
therefore engaged, is prevented from wandering%)
to, -or dwelling on lthings‘ that are improper.
Boys and girls of fifteen years of age are, here,
‘as innocentr as the children of India of five or
six, ‘and have no wish bejond ithe amusement
of playihings, or the pi'?)duce of* a pastry-cook’s
shop. I'have even seen grown-up persons, who
had - acquired reputatibn in their own line of
‘businéss, and-many of them had accumulated
fortunes, but -who were as ignorant of the
world, as boys in the East.” Another -great
‘advantage of ° the - coldness- of the atmosphere,
is' their being accustomed to wear a number



MIRZA,ABU TALEB KHAN. 147,

of tight-made clothes, which are troublesome
to take off, and, are very inconvenient for.
lying down:. thos they are prevented from,
indulging in indol,ent habits. during the day;
gnd thei.r mights are passed in harmless sleep,,
contrary to. the custom of India, where the day
is frequently devoted tg sensuality and repose,
and the night to business or conyiviality.

What I am now about to relate will, I fear,

QB not he credited by my countrymen, but is, ne-
vertheless, an absolute fact. In ‘these countries .

it frequently happens; that the ponds and rix%ex:s

are fiozen over ; and-the ice, bi:ing of sufficient

strength. to bear a great weigh,t; numbers of
people assemble thereon, and amuse themselves

in skating.” For this purpose it is requisite to

" be provided with a kind of wooden shoes,

having pieces of .iron fized tp the soles. 7At

first this appears a very difficult operation, and
many get severe falls; but, after some months’ *
practice, they can_ slide along the ice witﬁ‘the .

rapidity Qf a. horse on a- fine road, and turn,
L2 T
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in all ‘directions, quicker than the best-trained
charger. I have even seen' them engravé the
name of a ladyon the ice with the heel of
their skate. In England and Ireland this art is
only practiséd for amusement ;' but in Holland,
I have been informed, the women will carry
a basket of eggs-or butter, in-this manner,
twenty- miles to market, and return home to
dinner. ‘

I remained for two months in Dublin; and,Q
in the course of my-whole lifé, never-spent my
‘time so agreeably. Were I to mention the name.
of every person from whom 1 experienced hos-
pitality and civility, I should tire my readers.
I shall therefore only enumerate a few of my .
particular friends. The principai of -these were
Sir G— and Lady S——. He had resided for

*mainy years in India, and was for: some time
- paymasteli at Ferrokhabad.” “He was at this
‘time employed by the Government of Ireland,
-was a great favourite' with Lord Cornwallis,

. «and did me the honour of being my interpreter
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with his lordship. . Lady S »
- able for mildness of disposition, \Yeleganqe of

- was remark-

manners, skill in music, and.sweetness of
voice. .

~ From Lord and Lady C
much attention and pohteness their- house

n I experienced

‘was a. repository of _every thing that was grand
or curious. His lordshlp held the honourable
office of Chief Justice of Ireland. '

The Duke of L——f, the first of the nobles
of thxs kingdom, honoured me with an invi-
tation : his house is'the most superb of s any in
Dubhn, and contains a very numerous and va- -
- Iuable collectnon of statues and pamtmgs His
Grace is distxngmshed for the dxgmty of his
rnanners, and the urbamty of his dxsposmon
.He is blessed w1th several angehc daughters ]
I here had the good fortune to meet with
“Colonel w—l, a gentleman I had long known

in India, from. whom I expenenced mapy. acts -
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of friendship, and with whom I daily spent some
happy ‘hours. This gentleman was much at-
.tached to the natives of India, and spoke thei}_
language fluently. He was, at this period,
- Colonel of the Norfolk Mllltla, and asked me
several times to dirie at the regimental mess,
where he introduced me to some of the finest-
looking young men I ever saw in my life.
Norfolk is celebrated above all ._thg counties iri
England for fine poultry, abundance of game,.

and handsome women,

-The various acts of kindness and hospitality

1 received from Mrs. F——g are innumerable.
. This lady having been informed that T had
become acquainted with her husband at the
~ house of our mutual friend, Mr. W.A.B——e,
in C\a]éutta,. immediately sent a gentleman to
request I would call onher. She afterwards gave
me many invitations to her house, and intro-
duced me to a numerous circle of her acquain-
tance.. Two of her daughters had accompanied
their ﬁthe:r ‘to India, but there still remained
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at hame-three girls, b&nbfu{ as the Houries
of Paradise. o

Having hitherto omitted giving any de-
schption of the mode of living of the Irish, .
X shall here state, that the breakfast is generally
confined to the family. At dinner, they meet
at each other’s houses, in large parties; this
meal is divided into three parts, at the end of
éach of which, a table-cloth is removed. After
dinner the gentlemen continve to drink wine
for one or two hours: they then join the ladies,
and drink tea or coffee: and at night they
again sit down to what is called supper. This
last meal I enjoyed more than any other, as
there is less ceremony observed at it than at
" dinner t.he_sermnts are soon dismissed, and
iheguﬁstshelp themselves. -~ |

Nothing pleased me more inEurope-than.
the attendance of servants being dispensed
with. In India, they remain constantly in
the room; but here they retire a.s soon 3s’



’

152 THE TRAVELS OF ¥

dinner is over, and remain till summoned by
the bell. |

I was also much pleased to observe, that in
European v§00iéty,-Av‘}11én a person is speaking,
the others never interrupt him, and the con-
~versation is carried on in a gentle-tone of voice.
‘One evening, while I was engaged in conver-
sation with the lady of the house, the servant
entered with a large tray of costly china ; and

“his foot catching the edge of the c'arpet, he fell,

~-and broke the whole to piéces : ‘the lady, how-

-ever, never noticed the circumstance, but con-
tinued her conyersation with me, in the most

undisturbed manner.

It affords me much satisfaction, thus to

*.record the amiable- qualities of the Irish; as,

previél;s to my landing, T had conceived strong

prejudices against them, in consequence -of

“the misrepresentation of some of the pzissen-
~ gers on board our ship, who had described
them as rude, irascible, and savage.-
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On the 16th of J anuary, 1800, havmg taken
leave of all ‘my friends, I embarked on board
- one’of the vessels called Packets, which convey
the létters-ahd passengers. from ' one’ island to
the other. 'About the middle of the night-
we quitted the Irish shore; and the windll‘)eing
very favourable, we cast anchor at Holyhead
' early next morning. We ‘were soon after landed,
and went tq thé best inn in the town, kept
by a person named J— '

. “This man, seeing
.that-I'was -a foreigner, ' thought he could reap
- some advantage’ by detammg me at his house:
-be therefore endeavoured to persuade me to re-
main a short time at Holyhead: but two Irish
‘gentlemen, who were escortmg thelr sister to
for 1t 1nv1ted me to dine with them, -and .in
»the evening put me into the mail coach, whxch

was settmg out fox' Chester

Holyhead is a ‘small and dirty town, and
only known as being ‘the port opposne Dub-
lin: it is gituated in a’sm‘all ;sland separated
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from Wales by an arm of the sea, almost as
broad as the river Ganges at Calcutta. ~ Wales
is one of the three divisions which, with Eng-
land and Scotland, constitute Great-Britain.
The heir apparent, or eldest son of the King,
takes his title from this province, ‘and is called
Prince of IWales.

. After travelling twenty-five miles, we ar-
rived +at ‘the arm ‘of th;: sea above mentioned,
and in a short time were ferried to the opposite

side, where there is a town called Bangor Ferry.
_-Here we were refreshed by an excellent break-
fast, and immediately after- proceeded on our
journey. Our next stage was to Aber-Conw.ay,
.a very ancient city,’ situated between' lofty
mountains, on the banks of a fine river,
.which joins the sea*a little below the town.
This place was formerly fortified, and several
of the walls ure still standing, which much
resemble those of Allahalad. After dinner
we again entered the coach, and at midnight
-arrived, without any 'aocident, at Chester.: Our
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route during this journey was over lofty hills,
so that we were frequently obliged to alight
from the coach, and walk up the steepest of
them. Although Wales is a very mountain-
ous country, it nevertheless contains a great
quantity of erable land, dnd -excellent pastures
for cattle. '

Chester, being the principal town of the
'éount}', where all the public business is trans-
acted, is large and populous, and is said to be
more ancient than London. In several p;u'ticu&
lars it differs from any other place I have seen.
Some of the streets have verandahs, running
from one end to the other of them, under
which the foot passengers can walk perfectly
dry, at all seasons of the year. The middle
of the streets is paved, ‘and contains ample
" space for the carriages and harsemen. Many
of the houses have handsome porticoes in
: fr@nt, supported by stone pillars, which
‘give ‘them a magnificent . appéaranoe. These
islands produce great abundance of fine stone,.
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and even ‘the common walls of the gardens
and yards are built of this material.

As several of my Irish friends had recom-
mended me to gentlemen in Chester, the latter
‘had been for some time in expectation of my
arrival. Iwasin consequence, early next morn-
ing, waited upon by a Mr. F—, and three or four
other persons, who loaded me with invitations,

and acco‘mpanied me to look at the city. At the.
hour for dinner, a large party, consisting of some
" of the principal inhabitante_ of the town, assem-
bled, and in the evening we were most agreeably
entertained with n;tus‘ic and dancing. When we
broke up, rhany of these hospitable people re-_
quested that I would stop for some time at
\ CheSter, and favour them with my company :
but, as I was very anxious to-get to London,
I declined their polite mvxtatxons )
By the advice of my-frien,ds,' I‘ agreed with
the ownerof the stage‘coach, that, instead of

continuing the journey to London wi'th.o‘ut inter-
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tnission, I should sleép one night on the road.
It was between ong or two in the.moming when.
-we quitted Chester; and after a journey of forty-
nine miles, we breakfasted at Stafford. - It was
) mxdmg'ht before we reached Norris Hamilton,
* where I stopped for the. remainder of the
}mght, and felt truly gra_teﬁzl_ to my friends for
their’ good advice, as T therel;y enjoyed a com-
fortable supper, and a refreshing sleep, after -
the fatigues of a long day’s journey. On the
following’ morning T again set out in the coach; |
and on the 25th of Shaban, corresponding to
. the 215t of January 1800, arrived safe in'Lon-
.don, being five days short of a Lunar year from
the. penod of my leavmg Calcutta. -~
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‘CHAP. IX.

The Autkor hires lodgings in- London.- Inter-
view with the President of the Board of
Controul. | Is introduced at Couri—.dttention
of the Princes, and ‘of the Nobility. Public

- -amusements. The Author's original view in
'coming to Eng gland 4-di.§a]5paintmmt = COM~
pensated by the kindness of his frzends He

' 'm.s-zts Windsor— arrives at Ozford— account
of the Unwerszty —proceeds to Blenheim —
descrzptzon of the park and Iwuse-——vzszts
Colonet C—z. Mode of sporting in England.
The Author proceeds to the house of M.
H

gs; returns to London. Ode to London.

Previous to my departure from Dublin, I had -
taken the precaution of writing to my friend
and ship-mate, Captain R——n, to hire apart-
ments for me in the same house where he
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resided; and immediately®on my arrival, I pros
ceeded to Margaret Street, where L had; the
pleasure of finding him: but as the lodzings
he had provided for me were up two ‘pairs of
stairs, I thought them inconvenient, and, after
remaining there a week, removed to others in
the same street. Being dissatisfied with these,
I went to Ibbetson's Hotel, in Vere Street:
this situation was very agreeable, but the ex-~
penses were beyond my means: ¥ therefore
again removed to a house in: tha.t neighbour-
hood; where there were: both. hot and cold"
baths, and where I enjoyed the luxury of daily
ablutioil‘.‘ I continued in this residence for seven
months, at the end of which time, having .
a dispute with the master of the house, I hired
apartments in Upper Berkley Street. * .The
mistress of this house was an Irish woman,

and was employed\--'—u-f--‘-t@--..- -

Although I was much gratxﬁed by seemg a
number of “beautiful - women, who freqdently

visited at the house, I could not agree with the
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. tempéf of my landlad§, and once more changed
my residence, rémoving to Rathbone Place.
T A few days after I was settled in my new
Jodgings, some of my friends called, to remon-
strate with me on having taken up my abode
in a street, .one half of the houses of which
were inhabited by courtezans. They assured me
that no :'ladies, or even gentlemen of character,
would visit me in such a place: however, as L
found my house very comfortable, and thé situ-
ation was ‘i‘n' many respects convenient, I de-
termined to.remain where I was. My friends ~
had the condescension and goodness to .ox.ferlook
“this indiscretion ; and not oﬁly was I visited
there by the first characters in Léndon, but
even ladies of rank, who had never in their
lives before passed through this street, used io'
" call intheir carriages at my door, and either
.send up their compliments, 'or leave their
names written on cards.

s A}

Shortly after my arrival in Loxidon, I sent
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a note £ M. D———s, ;theri.-‘one of the principal
Ministers of the Empire, to solicit an inter-
view: he- 1mmed1.ately appomted a day, ‘and,.
~ whexn T’ waited on him, received me with the
greatest. attention and kindness. ‘He afterwards
invited me to his country-house at Wimbledon,

-where I was enterfained, in the most agreeable

. and éoq'rte’olis ‘manner, by Lady J-—e Ds+—s, -
one of the most charming and sensible women
in England. .

A few weeks subsequent ta my visit .to
‘ Mr. D——s, I had the honour of being 1ntro—~
duced to the Kirg; and on the following day
| \yas,\p'fesehted to her most gfacious Majesty
Queén Charlotte, Both -of these . illustrious.
~ personages teceived me in the most condescen- ‘
ding ‘manner, and, after havmg honoyred me
with some conversatmn, commanded me fa
come frequently to court, After this intro-
ductibn, I received invitations from ‘all the
Princes ; and the Nobility vied with each ather
‘in their attention to me. 'Hospitality is one
VOL.T. M
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.of the most esteemed virtues of the English;
and T experienced it to such a degree, that I
was seldom disengaged. In.these parties I
enjoyed every. luxury my heart could desire.
_Their viands were delicious, .and wines. exciui-
site. 'The beauty of the women, and their
grace in dancing, delighted my imagination;
while, the variety and. melody of their musie.

. charmed all my senses.

I may perhaps be accused of personal vanity
by saying, that my society was courted, and that
_;ny wit and repartees, with some imprompru
applications of Oriental poetry, were the subject
.of conversation in the politest circles. .I freely

-confess, that, during my. residence in’England,
I-was so -exhilarated by the coolness- of the
climate, and so devoid of all care, that I followed
the advice of our divine Hafiz, and gave my-

self up to love and gaiety.

- I often visited all the public places of amuse-
ment in London ; and frequently had so many



MIRZA ABU TALEB KHAN. 163

Opera tickets sent me by ladies of quality,
that I had an opportuhity of obliging many
young Englishmen, by tranéferring the tickets to
vthem. My amusements were not however con-
_fined to the metropolis ; I had many invitations
to the distance of forty, fifty, or eighty miles from
it ; on which occasions my friends were so obli-
ging as to take me down in their own carriages,
‘5o that I th_éreby did not incur any expense.

When I first arnved in London, it had
been my determination to have Vop.ened a
Public Academy, to be patronized by Govern-
ment, for instructing such of the English as
were destined to fill important situations
in the East, in the Hindoostany, Persian,
and Arabic languages. By these means I
hoped to have passed my time in England in
a rational and advantageous manner ; beneficial
both to myself, and to the nation I came to
visit. I therefore took an early opportunity
of mentioning the subject to the Ministers of
the Empire: but whether it was owing to

M 2
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their having too many other affairs to attend to,
or that they did not give my plan that canside-
ration’ which, from its obvious utility, it- de-
served, I met with no encouragement. What
rendered their indifference on this' subject
‘very provoking, ‘was, many individuals were
&0 desirous of learning the Oriental languages,
that they attended self-taught masters, ignorant
of every principle of the scierce, "and paid them-

half-a-guinea a lesson.

A short time before I left England, the
. Ministers, having become sensible of ‘the ad-
‘'vantages likely to arise from such an’institution,
made me an offer of 6000 rupees (£.750) an-
‘nually, with liberty to reside either in Oxford or
London, to superintend it; but as I had then
reéqlved to return to India, and was disgusted
with ‘ their former apathy on the subject, I
politely excused myself.

I have alr;ady stated, that the marks of
attention, and proofs of friendship, which I
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received in London, from S{afipué persons in all
ranks, wére innurferable: .in justice, however,
to '.my most particular friends, I shall. take the
liberty of reciting a few of their names. . Among
the foremost of these, was Mr.C. C 1. Had.
I been' his brother; he could not have behaved
with more kindness.  He liberally supi;lied:me '

with monhey - for tny drafts -on . Calcutts,. and
‘offéred to advance ahy other sums I required =
he also escorted mqtb all the places of public -
amuserhént,' and invited me once every week.
to dine at his table, where I had an oppor-
tunity of meeting some of the handsomest
"women and the - most .agreeable company in
England. I was present at one entertainment he
,gave, where seven hundred petsons. of rank and
‘consequence . sat di?wn to a sopper, at which,
were served up all the choicest fraits and rari-;
" ties procurable in London ; many of. these.
were 'prbduce&‘ by .aftiﬁ_cia_l heat ; for the
English, not content with the fruits of their
own _climate, contrive, by the assistance of

glass and fire, to cultivate those of the: torrid -
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zone; and, as a contrast to these, they form
ice into the shape of peaches, &c. which fre-
quently deceive the beholder. This gentleman
resided many years in India, and’ there ac-
quired a large fortune in the most honourable

manner.

It is customary for gentlemen of fortune
to quit London during the summer months, '
and to amuse themselves by travelling about
the country. In one of these tours, Mr. C——I
did me the favour to take me with him. We
travelled in a phaeton, or open carriage, drawn
by four beautiful horses. Our first ddy’s jour-
ney was to Windsor, the country residenagdf

the King. The Palace, or Fort, is situated nt"
an extensive and beautiful park, and contains
a number of elegant apartments. These are
ornamented with a great variety of pictures,
principally of the ancient Kings, Queens, and
, Princesses of England. One of these ‘rooms
contained the portraits of twenty-four cele-
* brated Beauties, who gave brilliancy to the court
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of one of their Sovereigns. jThey.were'pain'ted ’
from life, by command of the monarch,. and are

the . most charming countenances I ever saw, - -

The chapel belonging” to. the palace is an
ancient building, and fitted up .in a very pecu- -
liar style. . In it .are deposited the crown; the
. throne, and complete armour of:each of the -
~ former Kings, all of which may be considered
as very great curiosities.. . '

The. following day we. proceeded to the

house of MrE —, who.possesses. very ex»

tensive gardens,.and where I had an opportu-

nity of. seeing a large collection of eioticsf.

During the s.u.mmer,r these trees are exposed in-
the'i:‘open air;  but in winter they are shut, up

in, rooms covered with. glaés. Our next staye

was to the house of Mr.. G—g, where we were

most hospitably chtertained; and in the evening;

were amused by music, and tlie singing of the
young ladies. On- the fourth day, soon after -
~ nobn, we entered Oxford, and took up our re-
sidence at the Star Inn. |
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o Oxford is a very ancient city, and the most
«celebrated Seat of Learning of the Empire.
All the public buildings are constructed of hewn
stone, and much resemble in form some of the
Hindoo temples. ‘The streets are very wide and
regular, and several of them-are planted ‘on
each side with trees. In this place are assem-
bled the most learned men of the nation, and

students come here from all parts.

There are twenty-four different colleges,
each .containing an extensive librai'y. - In one
library I saw nearly 10,000 Arabic'and Persian
manuscripts. The collective name of these
twenty-four colleges is The University, meaning
ani assemblage of all the sciences. For the use
of the University, a ver’y_ magnificent Olser-
vatory has been erected, with much philo-
sophical and astronomical skill. It contains a
great variety of instruments, and some very
large telescopes. ‘

-

There is here, also, a large building for the
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sole use of anatomy. One of the Professors did
me the favour to show me every part of this
edifice, and to explain many of the myste-
ries of this useful science, which afforded me
very great satisfaction. In the hall, were sus-
pended the skeletons not only of men, women,
and children, but also of all species of animals.
In another apartment was an exact represen-
~ tation of all the veins, arteries, and muscles
of the human body, filled with red and yellow
‘wa:‘:, minutely imitating Nature. The Professor
particularly pointed out to me the great nerve,
which, commencing at the head, runs down the
back-bone, where it divides intor four great
branches, one of which extends dq:;n‘ each arm
and leg, to the ends of the fingers and toes..
In another room were, preserved in spirits,
several bodies of children, who had something
peculiar in their conformation. One of these
lapsus Nature had two heads and four feet,
but only one body. The mother having died
in the act of parturition, the \\'omb; with the
children, was cut out, and preserved entire.
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In one of the lower apartments appropriated
to.dissection, I saw. some students at work |
on a dead body. They also showed me some
candles which they said were made of human |
tallow, and a great ‘number of other curio-

sities.

As Europeans are much more experienced
than we are.in the "science of anatomy, I shall
here explain some of ‘their opinions, which are

in opposition to-ours. .

t N. B. Aithougix this dissenéﬁbn evinces that the
Author lost no opportunity to acquire knowledge, ‘yet, as
the subject is not a pleasing one, and can be ‘interesting only
to few, the Translator has thought it better to.omit it.]
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LI U T .
.. Having seen: every, thing that was curious -
in Oxford, we proceeded. to Ble\n'heim, the seat

of the Duke -of Marlborough. This place is,

without. comparison, superior -to- any thing I ‘
ever beheld. 'The beauties of Windsor Park
faded ‘before it ;I and every other place I had
visited was -effaced from. my recdllection;_ on’
viewing its magnificence. The park is fourteen
miles in circumference, ‘planted with large and
shady trees. The house, or rather palace, is
lofty and superb, and, with its various offices,
cever‘s half a mile of ground. Many rivulets »
of clear water run through the park; and
over the largest of these are erected ,s,e.‘ie”‘ll K
handsome bridges. In the middle of the park.
. stands a stone pillar, seventy yards high, on
the top of which ' is sculptured, in marble,
a ‘statue of the great Duke, as large as life.

. ThlS 111ustr10us person was the Generalissino
of Anne, one of the ‘most ‘celebrated Queens
v of England ; and,. m return for his eminent

_ services, was rewarded with this mansion, anrf
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a pension, of 50,000 rupees “annually. The
trees in the park are said to have been planted
to.resemble an army drawn up in battle array ;
- and on the tapestry of the large rooms, the
plans of his most celebrated battles are faith-
fully delineated in needle-work.

After looking at the house and gardens, we
drove round the park, and thence proceeded
to the house ‘of Mr. M—y, a friend of Mr.
C—
meet us; and I had the pleasure of being in-
troduced to Mrs. C—x, the sister of Mrs. P—
_ of Lucknow, ‘under the care’ of whose worthy

Ts. Here we found a party invited to

husband I left my fortune and family when’
I quitted that city. I was much rejoiced by
* this unexpected pleasure’; and Colonel C—x
| having invited us to’visjit them at Sandford
Park, we went there the following day, and
were most hospitably entertained by that gen-
tleman and his charmihg wife, with whose
conversation and aﬂ'abxhty I was quite de-
Inghted
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Our next visit was to Mr. E—n, avery
engagmg younv man, who posgesses an estate
of 4000 acres in that neighbourhood. Thlvs
gentleman .is a great sportéman, and k‘eeps,é
number of horsés, dogs, &¢. As I was anxious
to see the mode of sporting in England he
kindly offered me the use of one of his horses,
~ and a gun. 'We set out early . the morning,
‘éccompa’n\ied by two servants, to lead our horses
and carry the game. We were out for nearly ten
hours, sormetimes walking, and at others riding, _
. and returned with twenty partridges and five hares,
No country in the world produces- a

greater variety of sporting dogs- than England‘
They have them trained for every species of
game. They have g;feyhounds for 6oursing;
and other hounds for kiiliqg deer, foxes, &ec. 1
these hunt "tdg'ether‘, in packs of- fifty or
sixty. ‘They have also two _distinct species
of dogs for the gun. Those which accom-
’ pamed us, were of the kxnd that when they

smell the game, stop until the sportsman comes
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close to him, when, at his command, they
move gently \forward and rouse the game.
1 was muchv,delight'ed at the sagacity of these
animals ; for, although there were several
beating about us on all sides, ‘whenever one of
them stopped, the others followed his example,
and became immoveable. I was told an anec-
dote of one of these pointers, which is’ very
surprizing. While in the act of jumping over
a wall, he perceived a hare on the opposite.
side ; when, by a great effort, he stopped him-
self on the wall, and waited there till his master

came up and shot the hare.

%1 England, game is considered as private
property; and if any person kill it on the land
of another, he is liable to a severe penalty.
There is, however, an exception to this rule:
When deer, foxes, or hares, are hunted by
hounds, in that case the hunters pursue them
over the co{mtry, sometimes to the distance of
forty or fifty miles : and should the game even

swim' across a river, both dogs and horsemen
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follow. Ifthe fox runs into a hole, they send in
‘a small-kind of dog, called a terrier, who drives
him out. The horses that are trained to this
sport will leap over walls two yards high, and
rivalets or ditches six yards wide, without

moving an experienced rider from his seat.

~ After ‘having changed our clothes, and re-
freshed ourselves from t,he fatigues of  the field,
‘we sat down to dinner. Here our society was
again enlivened by the presence of Mrs. C—x
and ‘some other ladies: and our host enter-
tained us with some of his own-fgd mutton,
which was superior to any I had ever eaten,

and a great variety of game, fruits, wines, &c.

‘Early next morning we pursued our journey ;
‘and, after dining at Chippingnorton, reached
Seisincot, the house of Mr. C——1. This
estate had been purchased by the late Cplonel -
C—], 'who built thereon a new house, and,
at his ‘death, bequeathed the whole to his
brother.  We spent two days in this delightful




170 : THE TRAVELS OF

spot, 'apd, then proceeded to the residence
of Mr. H
general of India.

gs, the late wortﬁy Governor-

As I had promised Mr. H——gs, while
in London, that, if ever I visited Oxfordshire,
I shoud pass a’week with him, he therefore
now cleimed the fulfilment of my promise.
I Wwas much rejoiced to find this great man
released from all the’ toils and anxieties of a
’publ'ic life, amusing himself in rural occupa-
" tions, and enjoying that happiness in his do-
mestic socjety which is unattainable by the °
manarchs-of the world.

I was much pleased with viewing his grounds
and gardens, which were laid out with great
taste and judgment; but I was particularly
struck with the arrangement and economy of
his farm-yard and dairy. As the latter surpasses
any thing of the kind I have seen, and. is an
office unknown in a gentleman’s family in the
East, I shall attempt 4 description‘of it.
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A dairy is a large room’ for preserving
milk, butter, and eheese. The one I now speak
of, was _well shaded from the sun, aod had
large glass windows ‘on the four sides, which
were opened or shut at pleasure.. Within each
window stood a frame of netted wire, which
admitted the air, but obstructed the entrance
of flies, or other insects. Around the room
were, placed 2 number of vessels, made of white
arble, for holding the milk. There were also
several marble slabs for pressing and shaping
the cheese on; and even the floors and seats -
were composed of the same delicate and costly

material. -

As Mr. HH

try to London, he has spared no expense in

—gs prefers living in the coun-

fitting up this residence, in which elegance and’
L ]

utility are so happily blended, that it resembles

more the work of a Gerii, than of human art.

. During iy stay at this delightful abode,
Mr. H——gs treéted me with thé utmost
VOL. I.. ‘ N
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attention and kindness ; - and when I was dbout
to depart, he offered to supply me with money
as long as I should remain in England. I re~ -
turned him my acknowledgments for his kind-
ness; but not being in want: of - assistance,

I declined his friendly offer.

1 Mr, C—I1 hav'ipg~ some - business:-which
would require his staying a fortnight-at Sei~
sincot, wished” me. much to return thither, and
pass- that ‘ti’r‘n‘e with him ;- but as, ‘ previous
to my leaving London, Cupid had. planted orie
of his drrows in my bosom, .I found it impos-
sible to resist the desire of returning to the
presénce of my fair one; and therefore, on
Jeaving Mr. H—

~—gs’s, we separated.

On my way to town, I had an opportunity -

.of seeing Henley. - It is advantageously sitiated

_ on the river Thames, and said to be one of. the

handsomest towns in England. I did not think

‘it superior, however, either to Richmond or
Kilkenny.
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- A few. days ‘after my. arrival in London,

I compoced the following Ode; in 1m1ta.txon of
Hafiz.

[

'ODE TO° LONDON.
Henceforward we wr.lI devote our hves to London,
" and its heart-al]urmg Damsels :
Our hearts are satiated with vxewmg fields, gardens,
- rivers, and palaces. -

We haye no longing for, th&Toba, Sudreh or other
trees of Paradise:

We'are content to rest under the shade of these
terrestnal Cypresses. -

If the Shaikh of Mecca is displeased at our con-

. version, who cares?

May the Temple which: has conferred such bless-
ings on us, and its Priests, flourish !

Fill the goblet with wine! If by this I am pre~
~ vented from returning

To my- old religion, I care not; nay, I am the
better pleased.

If the pnme of my life has been spent in the -
service of an Indian Cupid,

It matters not: I am now rewarded by the smiles
of the British Fair,

N2
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Adbrable creatures | whose flowing tresses, whether
of flaxen or of jetty hue,
Or auburn gay,. delight my soul, and ravish all
my senses!

‘Whose ruby lips would animate the torpid clay, or
marble statue!

‘Had I a renewal of life, T would, thh rapture,
.devote it to your service !

"These wounds of Cupl& on your heart, Ta]eba,
are not accidental ;

They were engendered by Nature, like the streaks
on the leaf of a tulip. :
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CHAP. X.

Character of the duthor's friends in- Londox.
- His mode of passing the time. He wvisits
‘Greenwich, :and other places in the vicinity
) ‘of the métropolz’s. Account of the Freemasons,
. British Museum, The Irish Giant, Chimney-
Sweepers; King's Library. Pictures. Hin-
doostany Ladies. Panegyric on Mr. S~——n,
- one of his pupils. '

Avrren I'was again settled in the metropolis,
I paid my respects to my friends, ahd was
again . introduced into the best societies,
I generally spent one evening every week at’
the house of - Mr. P.
resided _niany years in India, at the court of

n. This gentleman

Lucknow; where his services were so much
approved, that he has since been chosen one
of the Directors of the Company,: Mrs.
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P——n is a most charming lively woman,
and the delight of all her acquaintance: she
is. blessed with a numerous family of beautiful
children, several of whom are grown up, and
possess the amiable qualities of their parents.
As’ thé whole family .are admirers of music,
their parties were always .enlivened by dancing
or singing; and I had frequent opportunities
of meeting the first .connoissewrs-in that de-
lightful science, at their house. I'also there
had the pleasure of becoming acquainted with
some of the most beautiful young ladies I have

ever met with in my travels..

To Sir T. and Lady M
obliged for the many agreeable parties I met
at their honse. To my friend' Mrs. R
T shall ever be grateful for her civilities,

-«

fe I was much

ts

I had the good fortune to form an intimacy

with Mr. F: s an Italian gentleman, so well
skilled in music, that many of his ‘compositions
were introduced at the Opera. He was- also
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well versed in chess, which zn\ve 50 Q1 0p-Y
portunity of improving myself \ that' game.
He one evening took me to visit a countrjman :
of his, who played three games of chess at the
same time, without looking at any of the
boards, and beat all his adversaries.

At the house of Sir J. M—-—n, Iate
Governor of Bengal, I had frequent oppor-
tunities of meeting- the Princes, who all be-.
haved to me with the greatest condescension
and kindness. '

Among the literary characters with whom
I had the honour of being acquainted, were
. Sir F.E—n, SirJ.S—r, and Sir J.B—ks.
The first of these has written several trea-
‘tises on different subjects. ‘The second is well
skilled in husbandry and. agiculture, and
has therefore been placed by the King at
the head of a Society for the encouragement
of these useful arts. The third is one of those
persons who sailed round the world with
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Captain Cook,. is es_tee_medl the .greatest Phi~
losopher of the age, and .is: President of the
Roy‘a[ Society. From each of these gentlemen
I received the most pointed marks of regard
and esteein, )

At the house of the latter gentleman, I
- became acqu’ainté(i with some of the most
celebrated painters in England, several of
whom requested ‘me to sit for my portrait.
Thus, during my residence in London, no
less than six pictures were taken of me, the
,greater number of which were said to be
very good likenesses. The following are the
names of the persons who did me this honour ;
Mr. Edridge, also celebrated as an engraver,
‘Mr. Davis, Mr. Jesit, Mr. Drummond, Mr.
Ridley, and Mr. Northcote. I thought Mr.
Edridge’s was the best likeness, but Mr. North-
cote’s was esteemed the finest picture, The
merits and celebrity of all these gentlemen are
far beyond my feeble panegyric; but some of
the portraits of the last appeared as-if starting
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from the canvis. His picture of.‘my lovely
friend Miss B~ afforded me the highest grati-
_ fication, and, with the recollection of ,the"orjgi.-
nal, will ever remain deeply impressed on m);

mernory.

At -Sir J. B—ks’s weekly meetings, . [
had frequent' opportu‘nitiés of COnversing with
Mr. W—-ns, This gentleman resided’ many
years in India; and, besides acquiring’ a know-
. ledge of the Persian language, has the merit of
being one of the first Englishmgn who made
any pf"ogress in Sanscrit- lore. He has even
translated a poem, called the Bhagvunt Geeta,
from that abstruse language

", In ‘the same manner I became acquainted:
with Sir W. O
possessed of a great taste for Oriental literature,

y. This gentleman, being

has, by uncommon perseverance, acquired such
‘2 knowledge of Persian, as to be able to
translate freely from that languages; and has
published one or two bhooks ‘to facilitate the
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study. of .it. ‘He did me. the honour of fre-
quently calling: on me;- and I received. much.

pleasure from: his acquaintance.

From Sir W. a;ld_ Lady Al—d I received
innumerable proofs of friendship and esteem,
and was particularly indebted to. them for
seeing many of the curiosities in the vicinity
of the metropolis, which, without their  intro-
«duction,- I could not have found the means of

visiting.

In Eondon I had the happiness of again
n. We had

been many years acquainted in India; and

wmeeting my friend Mr. R. J

it was at his suggestion that I printed in
Calcutta an edition of the poet Hafiz. He was
my banker during my residence in Englahd;
and I'had a general invitation to his table,
where I often had the honour of meeting some
of the most respectable characters in London.
Tt was rather a curious circumstance, that, in
thie ‘persons of my London bankers, Mr.
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N. M———, and Mr. R. J~——n, I should"

meet the two gentlemen’ who were the repre~

"sentatives of the East-India Company at the
court of Lucknow, " during a very eventful
period, and ‘who originally marred my fortune; _
by forcing me to -accept of an employment ‘
under that government :

‘Mrs. J——n is an- amiable and- éccom-lf
plished woman, and ‘frequently had musical par~

ties in the evening. It was at her house that
I first had the pleasure of hearing» Lady H
sing. Her ladyship has, without doubt, one of

the finest voices in Europe, and possesses great'

Sklll In music.

< To Lady B—1, ‘and her amiablé daughter,’
1 shall ever feel grateful for their hospitality
and kindness; and to-the latest hour of my
life I-shall” recollect with pleasure: the many-
happy days I passed in their society. In my
poetical -work, entitled The Mesnevy, I have
dedicated three Odes. to Miss B—1: these,
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however, but faintly express my admiration of
her angelic perfections. .

But, above all my friends, I shall ever regret -
my separation from Colonel S—s. He was
2 man of the strictest honour and integrity;
and had passed several years in India. During
the government of Sir John Shore (now Lord
Teignmouth) he was sent ambassador to Ava,
and conducted himself in that situation much
to his own credit, and to the advantage of the
British nation. On his return from thence, he
wrote a book, describing all the curiosities of
that country, and the peculiar customs of its
inhabitants, which was universally read and ad-
mired. From this gentleman I reccived many
proofs of friendship ; ‘and, in fact, he bchaved
to me as if- I had been his brother. When'
1 had the honour of being introduced to his
Majesty, he acted as my interpreter ; and he
took me to see all the places in London, where
any information or knowledge could ‘be ac-
guired. He frequently. pressed me to accept
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of money for my expenses; and agreed with me,
that we should return to India together, and
share in each other’s fortunes. He literally
performed his promise ; but just as I was about
to take my passage on board ‘th;:_'ship he had
engaged, Lord P——m, one of his Majesty’s
Ministers, prevailed upon. me to forego my
intention, and we took leave of each other with

tears in our eyes. ¥

Notwithstanding the constant round of my
" engagements in London, I passed a considerable
portion of my time in writing poetry, and in
seeing every thing, or place, that was curious,
either in the metropolis, or its vicinity. I went
one day, with a party of friends, to see Green~
wich, once the residenoe of the Sovereign, but
nOW an hoépital for invalid seamen, of whom
there were 1500 present, when I inspected it.
It is a noble institution, and worthy of imita-
tion. Here is also a very celebrated Observa-
tory, furnished with the largest and finest

-

* Sce Arpsspix {A.)
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instraments procurable ; and it is from this spot
that the English calculate their longitude. - -

By the kmdness of one of my frlends, I was
invited to spénd the day at the house of
-Dr. —~—, situated eight miles from London.
This gentleman was celebrated for his know-

ledge of chemistry, and his invention of several
curious and useful machines. He exhibited
before me r.ﬁa‘ny specimens of his art, which
appearéd to be. the effect of magic. He dis-
s'olved gold and silver, and even a.ruby, by
a few drops of aqua-fortis. He made fire
to pass through water. He changed water into
air, and air into water. He separated the
bodies of several substances, and again united
,them : with many other things, too tedious to
relate, - but which. afforded me the greatest .
Amusement. . ’

_ At the distance of miles from London,
there is a beautiful garden. solely appropriated

to thé use of the Freemasons. Many wonderful
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stories are told of ‘this sect. T hey: have several
regulations peculiar to themgelves, ‘and are able
to know each other, at . first sight, by somie
sign, which cannot be perceived by any ‘other
~pex"son.w Even the fear of -death will not make
them . betray .the secrets of their order. It-is
reported, that. the King, having some suspicions
of them, ordered the Heir Apparent to beconie
a Freemason, and to inform him if there was -
any thing in their tenets ,prejudicial‘<-to -good
: governmenf,»qr dangerous to the State. The
Prince, in obedience to _the Rojral orders, was
ihitieted into all the mysteries of_ the, sect, and
declared to his father that their pr1nc1ples were
favourable to. his government and that they
were among the most loyal. of his- subjecta.
Thus far the Prince disclosed; but nothing
- respecting  their mysteries ever issued from
his -lips. , '

‘ 1

The only information I. could obtam on

tbls subject. was, - that. when King. Solomon
-~ made hxs preparations for bmldmg the Temple '
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' of Jerusalem, he collected masons and'work-
men from all parts of the world, especially from
Europe ; and that these people, when assem- -
bled together, being desirous of commemora-
ting the circumstance, and proud of their
profession, invented certain mysteries, which
should only be communicated to persons of
their own'craft. '

Many of their customs are very praise-
worthy. They do not interfere with any man’s
religion, nor attempt to alter his faith. They
are liberab to the poor ; and always relieve each
other when in distress. Variance and strife are
“ banished from among them ; and they consider

’

each other as Brothers.

I visited Garden one evening, when
the Prince of Wales attended the Lodge. "The
garden was elegantly illuminated, and there
‘was a great concourse of people of both sexes.
Supper was served upon tables placed under the

 trees, each of which held about twenty persons,

.
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and was superintended by' one of the superior
Frtemasons. Many of the guests were of the
lower order of the people, whose spirits, being
exhilarated, either by the gay scene before them,
or by the wine ‘they had drank,talked. in. the
most familiar'style of their. Brother Géorge.,

My appearance in the garden having at-
tracted much attention, I received invitations
from many of the tables, to favour them with
my company ; and, as they would not take any
refusal, I was :compelled to pay my respects to
them in turn. 1 was therefore obliged.to. take
a bumper of wine at each table; and having
been frequiently challenged by some beautiful
women to replenish my. glass, I drank more
. wine that night than I had ever done at one

time in the course of my life.

Durmg supper, there was a grand dxsplay
‘of fire-works, and the Prince’s band of musxc :
played several delightful . airs: in short; thxs
entertainment realized the scénes described, in.
~ VOL. 1, : o .
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~the Fairy Tales, or the Arabian Nights' En-
 tertainments.

I was frequently urged, by several of the
'Freemasons, to bég:ome one of their brethren;

‘ b’utz as I was not perfectly convinced that their
principles were conformable to my mode of
thinking, I begged leave to decline the honour.

_ They however prevailed upon Effendi Ismael,
the Turkish ambassador, and Effendi Yusuf,
his secretary, to embrace their tenets; and
both these Mohammedans were initiated into

all the mysteries of Freemasonry.

7 In a former part of this work, I have said

that the English are fond of making large col-
lections of every thing that is rare or curious.
The place where these articles are’ deposited
is called a Museum. The most celebrated of
these, in London, is the British Museum, it
being a National Institution, that is, the whole
expense is ;ﬁaid by Government. ‘This building
contains nearly 100 apartments, each of which
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is named from the articles ‘it ‘contains. It
would be a vain attempt to enumerate the
curiosities which are. here. preserved.. All
Nature has been ransacked o, procure them.
I -was  however particularly .attracted b'yv"thé‘
sight of two horns, as Jong as thdse of a. deer
of two years old, which were extirpated from
. the forehead of a woman, after her . death.
A picthre of the woman i’s‘also'preéerved, with
. the horns. o

" This Museam is situated nearly on’ the
limits of the city; and from._its windows are
/to-b(_e seen, at the distance of four miles, the
beautiful villages of Hampstead and Highgate ;
both of .which stand hpbﬁ_ lofty’ hills, ibound-
ing. the horizon. The _'ihtermediate -ppace is
filled by rich meadows and .verdant fields.
However attracting ;the  objects in the inside,
I could not refrain from turning my eyes to

this delightful prospect.

One of the objects which I saw in London\;
. - 0 2 -
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—that most astonished me, was a man called 4
Giant. He was born in Ireland. His helght
‘was seven cubits, the length of*his foot one
cubit, the breadth of his hand two thirds of
~a cubit, and all his other limbs in propor- A
tion. "My head scarcely reached to his waist ;
and when he stood, he ‘was obliged to stoop, .
Jest he should strike- his head against the
ceiling. “This poor fellow led a miserable life,
as he was never permilted to walk out, for fear
he should frighten the women and children;
and was compelled to "show himself to every
person who would pay a shlllmg for admit- .

tance,

My attennon ‘was ‘one day attracted, as I
passed through Portiman Square, by sceing a
great assemblage of boys clothed in sooty rags,
who were singing ‘and rejoicing. T asked the
reason’ of their apparent happmess, and was -
informed, that a Mrs. M——e had for several
yeal's lost one of her s'ons; that at length he
was brought back to her by-some chimney-
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§weepe1:s s and, in gratitude for his restoration,-
sht every year gavé all the children of that
description in London a, grand eriteftainmént‘

and ‘they were then celebrating the: anniversary
- of the joyful event. '

I wa}s,much“g'rgt‘iﬁed by an inspection of
the King's private Library. It contains 4 vast
number of books in all the European languagesy
bound in-a very elegant manmer. It'also con-
‘tai_ns? so'me‘fchoicé Persian and- Arabic Manu-
- scripts. I saw there a éopy of the Shahnameh
(an" heroic pokm on' the .tonquests of ‘the
~ Persian Kings), which formerly belonged to
the EmMpPEROR SHAH JEH.AN of Hmdoostan, in
whlch were mserted the emperor s portralt, :and
those of his most celebrated courtiers.. After
"the " plunder . of Dehly, this ‘book had. been.
purchased by the Nabob Asuf ad Dowleh, and,
~was highly prized by him.. He gave it, as a
.mark of his specml favour, to Sir J; S—e,
late Governor of Bengal, who preqented it to

- his Majesty
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- In the house of Mr.- D——1], I saw the
portraits -of "ma'nyf’of my Indian acgﬁginiaﬁCe,
and. some beautiful pajntings of the Taje
Mahal (Tomb' of one of the’ Empresses) at
Agra, and of several other places in Hindoostan,
‘most accurately. delineated. As many of the
English had an opinion; that there .were !not
‘any buildings: worth Joooking at in’ India, I
was much rejoiced that Mr; D1 had, by his
skill; ‘enabled . me to tonvince them :of the
eontrary 5. and. I -insisted “upon several of my
friends. accompanying me to his house, to ook
at these pictures, ~which ihey could not behold

without admiration. -

During my residence in’ Loridon, T had the
good fortune to form an acquainfance with
two or three Hindoostaﬁy ladies,. who, from
the affection théy 'bbre to their' children, had
accompanied them to Europe. ‘ The most dis-
L It is

tinguished of these was ‘Mrs. D
generally reported that she was a young Hindoo
widow of rank, -whom Mr. D——1 rescued
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from the. ‘fune‘ral,‘pilef of -her former: husband,
and, having coriverted her ‘to Christianity, mar-~:
ried her. She is very fair, and so accomplished
in. all.the English manners .and Ianguagé, that |
I was some time in her company -before I
could be convinced she was-a native of Indid.:
This lady: introduced me to two. or thrée of her
children, ‘from sixteen ‘to- nineteen ‘years -of -
- age, who had every appearance of Eui'opeans. :

»

I visited Noor . Begum, who' accompanied-
‘General De B+ from India. She. was
dressed in. the English fashion, and looked:
remarkably well. She was much -pleased by
my - visit, and 'rqquqéted me to take .charge
of a letter for her mother, who resides at

Lucknow._

:V\\Then, General De B——e thought proper,

to marry a young French woman, he made

-a settlement on the Begum, and gave her the
lhouseA in which she resides. She has two

children, a boy and a girl, of fifteen and sixteen
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years of age, who, at the time of my- visit,
were at school, but always spend their holidays
with her. '

T have’before mentioned, that-one of the
objects I had in view, in coming to Europe,
was to instruct “young Englishmen in the
Persian language. 1 however met with so little
encouragement from the persons.in authority,
and had so many other engagements to amuse
me,’ that I entirely relinquished .the plan. I
could not, however, refuse the recommendations
that were brought to me by an amiable young
man, Mr. S——n; and I agreed, that, if he
would attend me at eight o'clock in the morn-
ing, I would instruct-him.- As he was full of
ardour, and delighted with the subject, he
~ frequently forsook his breakfast, to come to my
house in time. Thanks be to God, that my
efforts were crowned with success ! and that he,
having escaped the instructions of self-taught
masters, has acquired such a knowledge of

the principles of that language, and so correct,
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an idea of its idiom and pronunciation,‘,that
I have na d(.mbt, -after a few years' residence
in India, he will attain to such a‘degree of ex-
cellence, as has not yet been acqun'ed by any
other Enghshman !
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' CHAP. XI.

' é—eneml description of England. Soil. Animals.
Division of Land—state of cultivation. Roadsa
Description of ‘London — Squares — Coffee-
houses and Taverns — Clubs— Literary and
other Societies — Opera, and Play-houses —
Orrery—Masquerades—Routes=-Public Build-
ings— Charities—Bank of England— Royal '
Exchange— Bridges—Canals.

’ HAVING, I fear, tired my Readers, by being
-80 long the hero of my own tale, I will for
some time drop this subject,, and endeavour
to give a déscription of London, and some.
remarks on England in general ; together with
a short account of the customs and manners
of the peoplé, the nature of its government,
and its naval and ‘military systems. ,
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. England, according' to the ideéas. of a, nativé-
of Hindoos‘tan,. may bé said to be'a mountainx
ous country. Its sojl is composed of - two, kinds;
of clay mjxed with stones, and is equaliy adapted;
for the rearing of animals, - or. for the calti-
vation of grain. The rainy -season. not -being

here of any continued duration, the: earth is
A n?ver too- much- sat;im’ted. The roots "of ‘the:
vegetable’ kingdom. having,riﬁ ‘consetiuence, a
firin hold, extend thexnselves toa consxderable'
distance, ‘and aré- thereby enpbled to. support;
the lofty stems and spreadmg branches of the.
riumerous trees which adorn this happy land,
_or tovyield an. abundance of delicious fruits to
its -inhabitants.” I have: seen- a single yine;.
which grew.in a small. éburt—ya,rd paved with, _ﬂété
stones, cover. the whole. sid¢ of a- house,. and,
‘produce “sufficient  grapes ft.)r"all' the - family,
during the season; some.of ifs. bunche§ we1gh-=
mg six pounds o ‘
. The domiestic animals of Englind. afe all
excellent in’ their kind; especially the horses,
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~ dogs, and cattle. The latter .are much larger
than these of India; and the cows gfve a much
greater abundance of milk, which yields de-
licious butter and cheese: their flesh also is
admirable. ’
~ The English have particular horses for every
kind of work. Those for draught are so very
large and powerful, as to be con‘sidered(a curio-
sity in other countries. They are used only for
heaxlry« carriages, or for ploughing the land;
it not Being custo'mary to use bullocks, for that
purpose, as with us. One of these horses will
carry as great a load as a camel, and will work
. day and night. ‘The saddle horses are not
handsome, but very useful ; andso quiet, that
one- man may lead ten of them at.once with
a halter; and they'will follow him over wall
or ditch, without any trouble or difficulty, All
the land in England is divided into fields and
parks, ‘which are inclosed, either with hedges
or walls.. :Many of the parks contain country-
houses ; these are the rural habitations of the
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| nobility, of peoplé of fortune, and comprehend,
besides the house and offices, gardens, orchards,
fish-ponds, and pasture-grounds:for both sheep
and ‘deer, ?vMany‘ of these estates have also
' rivers running through ‘them, and extensive
woods of valuable timber. Some of the pro-
prietors of these houses reside ‘in- them the
whole year; or, when they -have business in
London, hire a' ready-furnished habitation for
the time: “but: the people of -wealth  seldom
remain in . them above five or six months.
Like the Arab tribes, they, forsake the cities
du’ring the summer season, and. seek, in the
fresh and wholesomhe air -of.the country, a
supply of health and vigour for the ensuing
winter. : A .o
Every part of this .country appears highly
_ ctltivated : ‘though, to judge from the few.
people whom I saw in.the fields, or met on the
road, I should think the populafion . very
scanty ; and- T was ‘frequently astonished, how

- the ‘agtficultl,fre ‘was carried on.-
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. The roads throughout "England aré very
good ; they are wide, and formed ‘of ‘stone or
"gravél 5 and wheréve;' they are intersected by
ravines or rivers, good and substantial bridges
are erected ; by which ineans ‘travelling in this
country is not attended with any difficulty;
and, at the distance of every six or seven miles,
there dre inns, which afford all things requisite,
either for rest or recreation. " The villages re-
* semble those of India, as, although the houses
are generally built of brick or stone, and have

chi.;nneys, the roofs are low and thatched.

London is the capital of the Empire, and
. is the largest city I have ever scen: it consists
of three towns joined together, and is twenty-
four miles in.circumfég'ence: but its hamlets,
which to a foreigner appear a continuation of
the city, extend several miles in every direc-
' tion, and new 'streets are each year added to
the town, the houses of which ‘are frequently
bought or rented,}iefoie they are finished, and
in the couse of twelve months are completely
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inhabited. The houses in . London are’ gene-
rally built of brick, though a few of them. are
of hewn stone : they are commonly four stories
" high, and have regular rows of glazed windows
in front. The roofs are sloped like a tent, and
are covered either with tiles or. slates. The
interior is divided and furnished like those
a;]ready described in Dublin ; and the streets and
shops are also lighted at night, in the same
manner. The greatest beauty London can
boast,- is its numerous squares ; -many of
which are very extensive, and dnly inhabited by
people of large fortune. Each square contains
a kind of garden in its center, surrounded with
iron rails, to which every proprietor of a
house in the square has a key, and where
the women and children can walk at all hours,

without being liable to molestation or insult.

In this city the coffee-houses are not so
numerous as in Paris; here is scarcely a street,
however, in which there is not either ‘an inn,

hotel, or coffee-hous’é, to be found: many of
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these have a very magnificent appearance, and
are on so extensive a scale, that in the London
Tafrerr; they can prepare a dinner for five hun-
dred peréons of rank, at a few hours’ notice.
I ;ﬁ‘equenfly dined at this tavern, with.the
Indian Club, by 1nv1tat10n ; and although
several other large partles were assembled there
at the same time, we were not sensible, _either
from a want of attendance or from any noise
or confision, that any other persons were in

the house

Of the many admirable instituﬁoﬁs of the
English, there was none that pleased 'me more
than their Clubs. These, generally Vspeakir.lg,
are composg:d of a society of persons of the
- same rank, profession, or mode of thinking,
who meet at a tavern, at stated times every
month, where thgy either dine or éup together,
and confer with each other on the t0pics“‘1nost
intefesting to them, or discuss such matters of
business as, for want of room, could not be

easily done in a private house.
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" These “societies f:equen'tly consist of one
or two hundred members ; but, as seldom above
thirty or forty assembls at ofie time, they are ~
easily accommodated. The absent members pay |
a small fine, which is carried to the account of
the expenses ‘of .the dinner, and the remainder
is paid by those present. )

There are ‘a great Variety' of ‘these clubs:
Some are appropriated to gambling, or chess ;
. others are entirely composed of painters, artists,
authors, &c. &c. The Indian Club consists of
a number of gentlemén, ‘who have resided for _
. some years in the East. At these clubs, no
person but a member is admitted, witheut a
part:cu]ar invitationi; and, in order to become
'a member, every person must be ballotted for,,
.that is, his name and general character .are sub-
mitted to the sdéiéty; and if any gentleman, -
“ present, objects to him, -he is inimediately re-

jected.

' They have also societies of nearly a similar
VOL. I. P ..
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nature, which meet at the house of the presi-
dent, where they are entertained with tea,
coffee, sherbet, &bt. Of this kind is the Royal
Society, who mecet, every Sunday ‘evening,
at the house of Sir J. B—ks, where all new
inventions are first examined; and if any of
them are found deficient, they are rectified, by
the joint consultation of the members. All the
great literary characters assemble here, and
submit their works to the inspection of the
society. Through .the kindness of the Pre-
Aident, I was .frequently present at these
meetings, and derived much mental satisfaction

from them.

I also frequently attended the meetings of
the Musical Society, -at the house of Lady
» where I was always much delighted
by the harmonious voices §hd skill of the per-

* formers.

In London, there is an Opera, and several
- play-houses, .opca to every person who can pay
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for admission. - As ‘these. daﬂ'er but little from
the play-houses: described. in ‘my account. of
_Dublin, it is unnecessary to say more respect~
ing them. There. are, also,-so many other
“ places. of pubhc amusement, that a stranger
need never be at a loss to pass h1s time. agree-
ably.
e A phildsop_her, n’amed ‘Wesr, lately hired
-one of the-old  play-houses, in which he-ex-
hibited, évery night during the .summer, ar
astronomical machine,. called ‘an Orrery ; by
which all the revolutions of the planets and
heavenly bodies were perfectly described. From
the center of a dorne, twenty, yards in height,
-was, suspended. a glass globe,, in which a bright
‘lamp was. burning, that, :épres"entcd.'the Sun,
~gnd. turned round, like the wheel of a mill, on-
its. axis. Next to the.Sun was suspended &
. small globe, that representad Mercury; a third,*
representmg Venus, a fourth;, the Earth, and
a fifth, the Moon': the sixth.was Mars ; the

seventh, Jupiter, ‘attended”. by four satellit.cs;
P2
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the eighth, Saturn, with five atjending- sateP-
Tites ; "and the ninth, Georglum Sidus, a lately-
discovered planet, with six attending satellites,
All these globes were put in motion by the
turning of a wheel; and. exhibited, at ong
view, all the.revolutions of the Solar system,
with such ' perspicuity, as must convince the
most prejudiced person of the superiority, nay,
infallibility, of the Copernican Systeri.. I was
so much dlelnight'ed by the novelty of this ex-
hibition,. and the information I received’ from

it, that I went to see it several times.

The'EnglisH have an extraordinary kind of -
amusement, which they call 2 Masquerade In
these assemblies, which consist of several huri-
dred persons of both sexes, every one wears a
~short veil, “or mask, made of pésteBoard, over
the face; and each person dresses according
fo his or her fancy. Many represent Turks,
Persians, Indians, and foreigners of all ;
tions; but the ‘greater number dmguxse them-
selves as mechanics or artists, and - imitate all
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their customs or peculiarities with great exact;

ness. Being thus unknown to each other, they

speak with great fr_cedom,,arid exercise “their
yvij:"énd genins. .. . . .0
- ,~.At one of these entertainments, where I

was ,present, & gentleman entered the room

" dressed in a handmme‘ bed-gown, night-cap,.
_.and slippers, -and addressing the company, said

he pald several guineas a week for his lodgings
"above stairs; that they ‘had kept him awake

" all night by their noise; and. that, notwith

standing it was near morning; they did not
yappear inclined to:djsperse; they were, there-
fore, a parcel of rude,; impudent people, and

- he_should send-for co’ngtables_\tq seize. them.

I, thought the man was serious; but my
;companions langhed, and applauded: his inge-

. nuity.

| Sé\;eral of the ladies of qu‘hhty permit their

acquamtances to come to thelr houaes m mas-

_quex;adc dresses, previous to thelr going to the
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public room, where they exhibit their wit,-and
skill at repartee. '

They have cher public amusements, called
Balls, which are confined to dancing and sup-
per; but there are so many private entertain-
ments of this kind given, that the public ones
are not well attended in London. A

I one day'received an invitation card from

a lady, on which was written, only, “ Mrs.

% at home on evening.” At first, I
thought it meant an assignation ; but, on cons
sulting one of my friends, I was informed that
the lady gave a Rous* that night; and that a
rout” meant an assemblage of people, without
any particalar object ; that the mistress of the
house had seldom time to say more to any of
her guésts, than to inquire after their health ;
but that the servants supplied them with tea,
cotfee, ice, &c. ; after which they had liberty to
depart, and make room for others. I frequently
afterwards attended these routes, to some of
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which, three .or four hundred. persons_ tame,,
during the course of the night.. - '

~ :The public buildings in London ‘are inniua
mierable, and a déscription of themr alone would
fill a volume, .. They dre generally built .of
stone, ,and rany are very massy and grand,
The principal of them are, Westminster Abbey,
which contains. the tombs of all the Kings;
the Cathedral of St. Paul's ;. the Foundling and
Lying-in Hospitals ;- and those of Greenwich.
and Chelsea, for naval and mlhtary pensioners.
‘There are also a number ‘of Cplleges, guch ase
I have described at Oxford ; and several Schools;
which contain four, or ﬁve hundred . boys ‘each,:
supported entirely by subscrlptnon. or by charx-
table donatlons Sy e

‘ 4E;1g1ilsh charity does not consist in- giving
a small sum “of Ihone)‘r‘to a be'f;'ga’r, or-a poor.
poet or a starving musician. These persons
they have a gréat aversion to; dnd should one’
of them follow a cOach for miles, he “ould lose,
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his labour, and not " be able to soften the hearts
-of those seated thetein. - But. their charities are.
of 3 public nature; for inevery parish there is
. house built for the poor, where they may
vresxde, and receive.a daxly allowance. of food.
Ifa family be. reduced to poverty by any acci-
dent, they have only to make known their
condition to the parish officers, who are obliged
unmed:ately to admit. them to the estabhshed

P

‘allowance. - R

- These poor-houses are supported by a tax
‘paid by every housekeeper in the parish ; and
“the amount .of their revenues has.been esti-
_thated at three crores df-rupees, or £.3,000,000,
_-%annually. .- Notwithstanding this -immegse ex-
penditure, I saw a number of beggars in
. London, but was told they were idle, worthless
people,- who preferrgd this .mode. of hfe to a
regular StheIld

In this uty there are several hundred bank-
ers, who have very extensive .concerns all ovep
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the world. . “There is; however; one house vastly;
: ‘preeminent -over all the wothers, which ‘is called-
ithe Bank of England s it is a very massy building,
and containg nearly two hundredapartnients,
each of which is ‘appropriated to a. particular
office; Thé"partﬁe_rs ‘of .this bank" are- n‘ume~
rous, and constitute a Company,::s’sinﬁlar,td‘thg
iEast:India Company,. the business of -which is
‘managed by. a .certain number of Directors.
In this bank is lodged all public money, and
all the treasure of the nation. It is said 'to‘
contain not-less than.£.100,000,000, .in spee
cie and. bullion: The profits.of this Cpmpax_ly,
must be. immense,: as\.they ‘seldom pay any
demand in money ;- and their notes, which da
not bear any interest, pass!current, as. cash,
all over the empire. - - + -«-: b iy e
. Opposite the Bank' is situated another pub-
lic. building, called the  Exchange, where all
thé . merchants of the city assemble every. day,
to make their bargaing; and where intelli-
“gence - is daily brought from every part of
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the .world, whether of a’ commercial or poli~

hcal nature.

It has beeri. before ‘mentioned, that the
present capital is‘composed of three 'towhé;
called, Westminster, the City, and the Borough.
The latter is situated on the south bank of the
river, and. is united to the others by  three.
stone bridgés, each of which is from a quarter
to half a mile long. ‘Lower déwn the river, at
4 place called Gravesend, they are constructing
2 very. extraordmary bridge, .if such it can be
called. ‘Tt is an iron tunnel, which is fo extend
from one sidé of the Thames to the other, all
the way under ground. It will, conséquently,
be quite dark ; but, by the aid of lamps, horses
and carriages are to pass at all hours, while
ships of the greatest burthen are sailing over
their heads. This. appears to me one of the
boldest undertakings, and will be the most sur~
prizing work of art in England, if it succeeds. '

- All the forcign commerce enters London
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by the Thamés; but there are various canals,
communicating with this river, to every part of:
the couﬁtry, by which the internal commerce
is carried on.. By mgéan§ of these canals,: all
heavy articles are conveyed from one. part -of,
‘ the kingdom to another, at one third of the
expense they could be conveyed by land ; ‘and,.”
consequently, the proprietors are enabled. ta-

scll them at a lower price.
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" .CHAP. XIL. ..
Of the state of the Arts and Sciences in Eng-
. land. Ulility of the Art of "Pr‘imz:ng,.» News-
: papers. 'Facili.ty‘ of “travelling. Price of
Provisions. Hot-houses. Excellence of the
British Navg/. The Author gives an account
of the War with Denmarli. He wvisits Wool-
wich ——Description of the Docks and Iron-
Foundery.  Account of the British Army.

. Grand Review at Windsor.. Tower of London.

O: the - inventions of Europe, the " utility
.of which may not appear at first sight to an
Asiatic,: the -art-of printing is the most ad-
mirable. By its aid, thousands of copies, of
any scientific, moral, or. religious book, may
be circulated among the people in a very short
time ; and by it,‘thre- works, of celebrated au-
thors are handed down to posterity,'. free from
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“the ‘errors and imperfections of a manuscript.
To this art the English are indebted for the
humble but useful - publication of ‘Newspapers,
without which lifé wonld be irksome to them.
These are read by all ranks of people,  from the
‘prince to the beggar ’They are ‘printed daily, -
and’ sent every’ mormng ‘to the hotses of the
rich;  but those who cannot aﬂ'o_rd to subscribe
for one, go arnd read thefn at the coffeerooms
or pubhc—houses These papers give an account
of every thing that is transactmg, either at
home or abroad: they contain ‘2’ minute de-
scription of all ‘the ‘battles that are “fought,
either by sea or by land; the debates in ‘the
Houses of Parliament ; the state of the crops in
the country ; the price of grain-and alljother'i ar-
ticles ; the death or birth of any:great per-
sonage; and even give information, that, -on
such a night, -such a play will be performed, ‘o
.such an actor will make his appearance. -

_ Soon after,my arrival in London, an’gnter-
tainment was given at Vauxhall for the benefit

~
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of some public charity. Previous to. its taking
place, the managers sent me .a polite message,
requesting I would favour them with my com-
~ pany; but that, as my appearance would be
attended with great benefit to the undertaking,
‘they hoped I would excuse their not accepting
any thing for my admission. As I was ever
" ready. to assist any public charity, I agi'eed
to go; and it was immediately inserted in the
"newspapers, that the Prince Abu Taleh would
honour the gardens with his presence on the
appointed night. As Vauxhall is situated on
the opposite side of the river, and I had never
been seen in that part of the town, the crowd
of people who assembled in the: evening was
greate; than ever before known, and it .was
with much difficulty I could pass through
them. Whenever I went to .court, or paid
my re,spécté to one of the Princes, or ministers
of state, the circumstance was always reported
by the newspapeérs of the following day. In all
~these.adv¢rtisements, they did me the honour
of naming me The Persian Prince. I declare
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I never assumed the title; but I was so much
better known by it, than by my own name,
that I found it in vain to contend with my
godfathers. o

: I am convinced no country in the world
affords so much facility of travelling as England, :
.People of fortune, who travel in their own cary
riages, need never feel fatigue; but if a person
is in a hurry, he has only to take a place in
the Mail Coach, and may be conveyed a thou-
sand miles ir seven or eight days, well secured
from all the inclemencies of the weather, and
-sure of a good breakfast and dinner. Although
'these vehicles are in use in France, and all
over Europe, there is no country where the same
attention -is paid to the comfort and easé of
the passengers, as in England. I complained
of the iheopveniencé I suffered in Ireland, by
the jolting of the carriage, and what I then
thought the rudeness of the coachman ; but after
experiencing the mode of tfavelling in France,
1 was convinced my former.complaints were



224 "THE TRAVELS OF. . -

all groundless. This will be further explained

in the sequel.

Living is very expensive in England; and
a good appetite is a serious evil to a poor man.
Some idea of the rate of the expense may be
formed by the prices of the common articles
of food. Meat, of all kinds, sells, upon an
average, for seven-pence halfpenny a pound ;
bread, four pounds for fifteen-pence ; and porter,
five-pence a quart. Vegetables and fruit vary
in their prices, 'éccording to the season of

i_he year.

' One of the greatest luxuries the Englishi -
enjoy, is the produce of their hot-houses. . In
these buildings they raise vegetables, and fruit,
in the coldest season of the year; and the
tables of the rich are covered with pine-apples,
melons, and other fruits of the torrid zone.
In this instance they excel us; for none of
the Emperors of Hindoostan, in all the pleni~
tude of their power, could ever have forced
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a, goosehefry -or: z;i_cherry;\ two of *the most -

common' fruits in. Europe, td grow in their’

dominians, -

2 .. 1

[Here follows a mmute descrlptlon of a hot-house,
) Whlch is omxtted] ! L '

xR s .
'The great perfection to which the English
' have brought their navy, is, doubtless, the chief:
cause:of . their “prosperity, and the principal:
source of all their wealth. - By means of their:

navy; they. can at all times send an arrhy ta.

invade their enemy’s colmﬁy, If they succeed, -

it is:well ; .if not, they can retumthh little loss.

Their- neighbours, the French on the con~
trary, although they possess an mnumerable
army - of; brave troops, cannot injure the En-
glish; who are constantly well protect.ed by their
floating: batterles, ~which suﬂ"er not a French-
man to pass the sea.. -

PO

Enghsh in the- constructxon and navxgatxon ‘o,
VOL. 1.

The W1sdom and skill mamfested by th& '
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’their vessél;', with the excellent regulations for-
preserving the health and discipline of the
crew, are beyond my powers to describe. 'The-
following instance of their coolness and dex-
‘terity may give some faint idea of their
character. Lord T th informed me, that'.
when returning from India, and during a gale
of wind off the Cape of Good Hope, the main-
mast of the ship was struck by lightning,
which instantly set fire to the sails and rigging ;
and before they could rextinguish the flames,

the mast was burned down nearly level with the
deck : but, by the activity and dexterity of the.
crew; the fire' was prevented from communi-
cating with the other sails, or any other part.
of the ship. All this was_done with so little:
noise and confusion, that neither -he, nor any
of his - family, who- were below deck, ‘in
‘the great cabin, (although it happened in the
day-time) knew any thing of the matter till
several hours after,  when, the gale having
‘ abated, they went on deck, and observed the

mast gone.
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During the late war, four of the kings of
Europe, viz. the sovereigns of Russia, Prussia,
Denmarl\t,' and Sweden, being irritated ag.ainst
the ‘English™ for searching their ships, from
a suspicion of their having French goods on
board, entered into a confederacy to punish
the English navy, if they persevered.in this
system.. ‘They also ordered all the merchant

_vessels of that nation in their ports to be
__seized, and prohibited the exportation of any
naval stores from their countries. When this
_intelligence was brought to Great Britain, the -
 generality of the people w‘ere. much alarmed;
but the Government showed no t'lpprehensions,
and sent Lord Nelson, with fifty ships of war,
large and small, to cruize in the North Sea, on
_ the coasts of these four kings; and gave him
" orders to seize, burn, or sink, all the ships he
- should meet with ’belénging to those nations,
and thus revenge the affront offered to the

. .British flag.

Lord Nelson having proceeded with his
Q2 ' :
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fleet up the North Sea, .arr_i,vedl at, the narrow
-entrance of the B’altic'Sea‘ Here his passage was |
vsarmly opposed by. two forts, one on, the Den:
mark, the other on the Norway shore, assisted
by several large shlps moored close to the land,
The English however forced the- passage, and
cast anchor. opposlter Copenhagen, the capital
of Denmark,: whcn they commenced a dread-
ful fire,: _bbth on. the ‘town and oh, thé,ships in -
the harbour. The Danes weife, not deficient
either in- sk’ill'. or bravery, and_ the contest was,.
loﬁg <doubtful. Many of the Engl}sh ‘ships
w,hre, severely injhred, ‘an:d 6000. of their me.n’
“killed; when, at length," the Danes sued for
-peace, and. #cknqwl,edge_d Great, Britain to be
sovereign of the ocean.- All the English mer-
chant ships were immediaitely re.stored- and
the Emperor of, Russia dying very soon, after, .
the other kings. were. glad to make peace, and
comply thh.the.terms of the conqueror,
' - _VERSE. o

Bener is a hvmg body, and laughmg enemlcs,
Than a dead body, and cryxn&ﬂxends'

Ve
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In short the Bntlsh seamen look W1th much
contempt upon. ‘the navy of all. other natlons,
' and consider them to bé only fit for tenders, o}
carriers of prowsnon, for their own fleet.

In the year 1801' “the’ number of shxps of -

- war belongmg to the Royal navy ‘was exght
hundred and three, carrying ffom sixteen to
a hundred guns each and there was a- sufa :
ﬁment supply of tlmber and marine stores in -
the kmgdom to baild as many more. Of the
number of” thelr merchant ships, He only
knows, who knoyvs all thin gs, whether in heavenr

or on earth

The servnce of the navy is esteemed not‘
Only very honourable, but often very Tucrative ; i
fo; whatever shxps of the enemy are taken,
whether: by the fleet. of: by a smgle shlp, ‘they
become ‘the property ‘of . the captors. The -
‘ only- restnctlon is, that if the - ship. so: taken,
orits guns, are thought worthy of his MaJesty 5.

_servwge,the kmg can take them t'or thatp purpose,
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at-a reasonable price. 'Thus the Pictorieur,
in which 1 made the Voyage from Leghom to
Constantmople, was a French vessel; taken by
the fleet under the command of Lord Duncan,
and was purchased from the captors for a large
sum_bf {noney, for his Majes‘ty's §ei-vice.

In England there are several Royal dock-
yards, for ﬁttmg out and repairing these ships
but the two principal ones are Portsmouth and
Woolwich. - The former is also a celebrated sea-

/ .
- _port, or rendezvous of the fleets, previous to

their sailing on. any expedltlon As it is at
a copsxderab]e dlstance from London, I did
not visit it; but, by the kindness of my friend
Colonel P——-h I had an opportumty of inspect-
ing every part of Woolwich. I 'there saw several
large ships on the stocks; and sﬁch stores of
tlmber, iron, canvas, &c. that had the war
continued for ten years longer, they would not
have required a fresh supply I was partxcu-

larly attracted by the mode of casting the

' cannon—b_alls and shells; ; also by the manner of



\l[RZA ABU TALEB KHAN. . 231

boring and shapmg the exterior surﬁwe of the
. guns at the same time, all done by the motion
_ of a wheel; which an old woman ora cluld
might have turned
.* In conclusion of this subject, I think I may
venture to assert, that one half of the people
of England are either sailors, or in .some way
connected with the navy. = - -

* The British army consists of cévalrj', in-
fantry, and artillery, and is very numerous, and

well disciplined; but, as it is dispersed in
different parts of the empire, "it is seldom that )

- more than twenty or twenty-five thousand can
be scen at one time; and this .only happens
when they are assembled to be reviewed either
by the King or by the Commander-in-chief.

I had the good fortune to be xﬁi'esenli'at
one of these ‘re\;ie\&s, ‘but found considerable
dxfﬁculty in effecting it. All the troops in
the vicinity of London, amountmcr to 25 000,
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having been ordered to aSSémbI.e_ near Windsor',
. to be reviewed by his questf, Mr. C———e
and Iset out from London the day previous
to the time appointed, and arrived at Windsor
- early the same evening; but so many people
: 'haci tome oh the same errand, "that we could
mot get any accommodation st the inns; and
~although we offered six guineas for the use -
of two beds at any private house for the night,
we could not obtain them. We wandered,
for some time, ‘up' and dqwq the town, in the.
greatest distress; but. at length my friend re-
‘ollecting that he had: an aéqua{qtance “who_
kept 2 large school in the neighbourhood, we
proceeded thither, ‘and fortunately reached the
_house just as the family were going to supper.
The worthy schoolmaster received us ,most
“hospitably; and having directed four of his
-boys to sleep in two beds, he gave us their

-vacant ones..

Next ,mdming, after bréakfast, we proceeded ‘
on horseback to the parade,: where we found
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' an immerisé multitude of spectafors’ assembled.
I -can safely dver there wére five thousand
carriages, filled, both-in. the ‘imsidé and on the
tops,. with handsome woren, dressed in-'their
“best attire. During the whole of my resi-
. dence in Europe, I never saw so much beauty
assembled as on that day. - AT

.+ The troops weke drawrr up in acircle, .into.
‘the rhiddle<of which the King, attended by
. ithe Princes and -genieral - officers, rode.' His
Majesty ‘was: first ‘welcomed by & discharge -of
- «annon. from : each * ‘ bi'igade; after “which. he
“was ‘saluted by all the -troops with their mus-
_keis,‘. They . thén: broke into columns, ‘and
" marched past’ the Duke of York, -in grand
divisions, . .1 a3 lucky “enough” to obtain’a
station. near his Royal Highness, opposite -
‘to’ whom -a’select band "of music, belonging
to the third regiment.of Guards,-wés drawn' :
~up, “and played some of the most charmmg :
‘fune§ and ‘melodious ! pxeces of music I ever
heard.. It was nearly fpur o'clock before al
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the troops hadpassed the Commander-in-chiefs
we therefore: hurried back to London as soon
2s. the .geview. ‘was over, not wishing g:ithei'
1o sleep on. thé road, or again,~ to annoy our
friends at the school.' ! |
The object most worthy of visiting, m,or -
- near London, is, I think, the fort, commonl_jr -
. called the Tower. By the introduction of my

friend Colonel B——t, I was permitted to
see every part of this fortress. Immediately on
my entrance, I was conducted to the Royal
Menagery, where I was shown lions, figers,
-panthers, and some other savage animals, which
#Bad been chiefly brought from Africa, but
+ythose names I had never before heard of. We
“then proceeded to the Jewel Office, where they
“eshibited to us the crown, the. mace, and all
“the coronation- jewels,\both‘ of the ng and
Queen: amongst these were a ruby and an
emerald, each of which cost ten lacs of ru-
pees (£.125,000), and-a number of valuahle
+ damonds and other precious stones. - Dii«rin'g
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“this exhibition we were'locked up in the room,
although all the artictes’ wére well sécured By
glass-cases and iron gratings.” We afterwards
went to the Armoury, iri"the*yard of which
~ were lying an innumerable quantity of ‘cannon,
of all sizes: two of these were each twenty-
ﬁve'yér'dls" long. The room under the armoury
was a quarter of a mile in leng'fh, and “said to
contain bridles, saddles, harn®s, and *other
equipment® for 60;000 cavalry and - aitillery
horses. “The'armoury is sevén hundred paces
long : in*it are ‘dispodéd, in a very -cutious and
beautiful mannier, ‘muskets, bayonets, haiberds,
: swords, and’ pistols, sufficient for an 'érmy “of
'190,00(5 men. ' At one end of the roem is an
apartment “éontaining the statties of eighteen
“of the K”mgs of ‘Englind, on horseback, with
all the armout which ‘they were accustogred
to weéar in’ their »‘Iifé';time‘; and, in thet, d&y
looked ‘as if still “prepared “for  battle +* gath
horse has 4lso his grodm attending Him,

“The armour which'is here praserved is of 2
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wery-.ancient - date, and .is. not composed of
chains, like that of Hindoostan, but. each limb
has a complete pxece of iron to cover it, and
the whole fits ‘the body,as exactly as a.suit of
clothes: there is also a mask for the face,
and iron ‘glaves, with joints at the knuckles,
so that a person may even write in them.
They assert, ‘that, formerly, the kings wore.
this. armour the whole day, and never took
it off but when they wished to sleep.



MIRZA ABU TALEB KHAN. , 237

CHAP. xm\.»

The science of Mechanics, mudc esteemed ‘in
Enblaml—varwus uses to which it is applied

. = Mills — Founderies — Steam Engines— -

Water-works, &c. Account of the modes of -

" Engraving. Manufactories. Staplc commo--
dities of England. Public Iluminations on
the Proclamation of Peace. Ckaracter of the

London Tradesmen. |
Ix England, labour is much fai_ilitated by the
aid of mechanism. It is impossible to describe «
the mode and the various uses to which it is
applied: I shall however mention a few. of:
the instances, that some general idea may be
formed of the subject. I shall only add, that
the English are so prejudiced in favour of; this
scienca, that they often expend immense sums,

and frequently fnil,'two'or_threc times, be_ﬁigq .
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they succeed in getting the- machinery of any
extensive’ work in ofder._ " The French,' on the
contrary, althoughb good mathematicians, are
content with manual labour, if any difficulty
occurs in erecting the fx;achinery.
The first and most simple of 511 these works -
-are the mills-»fbr;grinding‘,corn,_:. these are® of
two kinds, water-tills  and- wind-mills, and
.are both known in. some parts of #India. - The
-only hand-mills ever ysed in-London are small
iron things,;fof the purpose of grinding coffee
~ or pepper. I, however; think our hand-mills
vmi/ght pi‘oye very useful with an. army, .wliegc;, ‘
it ‘will' often happen that .the hungry- troops
make a' seizure ‘of wheat or barley, without
having the means of grinding it: - they should
also ‘be providéd. with ‘iron plates, for baking
cakes on.- ‘ o
Another kind of" these works are iron-
‘founderies, the great wheels of whichi are worked
by steam, in a very surprizing manner. In
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‘these they cast cannoﬁ; beat out- ,anch.or's;. ‘and
do all other large work, which. could not be
_effected’ by ‘manual ‘labour, . the- sledge  itself

being more than any man could lift. - -

- By similar machinery, they- can beat out:
‘sheets’df copper-and lead:to any extent:- and,
‘as they have not -the- art.of making a :cement
‘of lime i this country, which will.Keep out:
‘water; “theyt cover all their flat-roofed. houses:
with lead. T have seen some buildings, twenty:
yards “s?;’uare', covered with this metal..

B “The manufacture of needles. astonished me,
‘A bundle “of steel ‘wires was ‘thrown into-a
‘wheel, which,: at  one tarn, threwx them out on:

the opposite side, cut: into a number ‘of pieces:

.of the proper: length:- these were: caught . in a:
'basket by a. boy, who handed them to-a petson:

whose business it was to form the eyes and
sharpen_ the points,: botl of which he ef-

fected, by machinery,..in the shortest.time jma- -

-ginable.- -
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L If'.my astonishment' was. excitegi -at the-”
" needle manufactory, it was much more so,
‘wher I'saw a spinning engine. By the turning
of one'large ‘wheel, a hundred others were put
in motion, which spun, at the same time, some
thousand; threads; of sufficient fineness to make
very good muslin; A few women or boys are
sufficient to+attend the maching, for the- pur-.
pose of joining the threads when.*they hreak,
or of giving a fresh supply of cotton. It must,
however be-acknowledged, that the:clath made.
of this'thréad is not equal to that sent from-
India: it neither wears ‘nor washes so. well,
which is perhaps owing tq the thread being over
twisted. -The’wire and the rope. manufictories
.are also very curjous. It is asserted, that they.
‘can draw or spin out either of these articles to
the length of tfvelxxty, miles, if requisite;,without
any junction being perceptible. |

I acéompanie& my.friend Mr. K

y to.
his Porter. Brewery, which,was of an immense
extent, and contained many thousand barrels.-
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His steam-engine, for raising water, was of the
largest size ;- and he assured me, that if he had
not that machine, he should be under the
necessity of constantly employing fifty horses,
the expense of -which, and of their grooms, if
added to the price of -the porter, the favourite ‘
beverage: of the populace .of Lon&ory, would
render it so dear, that an insurrection might
be apprehended.

The English are celebrated for their manu-
facture of paper of all kinds. I was told they
could make a sheet of it twenty yarda square :
- and, during my residence amongst them, they
discovered, that excellent paper mxght be made
of common straw.

The hydraulic machine for supplying Lon-
don with water is a stupendous work.” By
its means, an ample supply of water is -raised -
" from- the rivet Thames, so as constantly to
keep full a lofty reservoir, whence, by means

of conduits ‘'and leaden pipes, it is conveyed
YOL. I. R
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all over the town, and even to the upper
‘rooms. of houses' four stories high, to the
gréat: comfort and ease of the inhabitants.
Besides, this " supply, there is generally in
every square, or large yard, a machine called
-4 pump, whence, by the slightest exertion of
. the arm, the water is easily forced: it is a
very simple contrivance, and smuch preferable
to our wells. l

. ‘They have évigines for expressing oil from
seed, 4nd others for ‘thtashing and’ winnow-
ing corn. In shorty the English carry their
passion fot mechanics to such an extent, that
machinéry is introdueed into their kitchens,
and a very cdmplete engine is used even to.
roast a chicken. I was also told, that an instru-
ment had lately been invented for mincing
" meat, and chopping onions. The English are
- naturally impatient,: and do not like these
trifling and tedious employments; besides which,
the expense of a common. servant in England

is eight times more than i India.
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The ‘art of printing. being” well- understood
in Caleutta; I -have said bat: little on that
-subject, There is, however; another science,
nearly similar, called engraving, much in use
“in Europe; of whxch I shall’ endeavour to nge
some description. This art is subservient to
_painting ; and by its aid, the copies of a picture
" may be multiplied at pleasure, though genérally
on a smaller scale.  For this purpose, & sheet
of copper must be procured,':;rf the size re-
quired; on which is first spread a coat of thin
white -wag;. or similar substance; on: this tixe,
outlines of the picture ‘are drawn. with: black: '
‘lead; and the engraver, with various sharp in-
- struments, then cuts through the wax into the.
copper: or. it may be-done by aqua-fortis, . (as--
- the. ‘lines. drawn by. a pen dipped in : that-
liquid soon eat their way into the copper,).
and .‘afterwards finished by the engraver,
-who must alse possess a ‘onsiderable know-: -
| ledge of painting.. Thé: plate being ready, the
prints. are struck off, nearly in the same man-
nef- as books are. If zt is wished to have them: -
' R 2
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- coloured, so’ as to resemble the pictures more
nea"rly, this can, be. dorie by boys or women,
at-a very cheap rate.- By these means, the copy
- of .a picture- may be procured for a gumea,

‘the original of . which. would have cost a
. hundred.

-On-" enteringone of “the "extensive manu-
factories in England, the mind'is :at first be-
wildered by the :number and .variety of articles
- displayed therein; bat, after .recovei'i-ng, from
this first impression, and having coolly surveyed
all the objects around,: every thing. appears
coriducted with 'so much regularity and .pre-
cision, that a person is induced. to suppose one
of the meanest capacity.might superintend and
direct the ‘whole process. Whatever requires
'strength or numbers, is effected by engines ; if
clearness of sight is wanted, magnifying glasses.
are at hand '; and if deep reflection is necessary
to combine all the parts, whereby to insure a
-unity of action, so many aids are derived from
the numerous artists employed in the diffcrent

‘
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parts of the work, that ‘the union of the whole
seems not to require any' great exertion of
genius. Thus, in" all Kinds of clock-work,
the v'zheels, chains, springs, &c. are made by
different artists, and only require "a person,
~ who is conversant in the business, to select
and put the pieces together. \

) /

The manufactories in" which the English
excel the other nations of Europe, are, cutlery, -
and all kinds of iron work ; furniture made of
the most valuable species of wood ; leather of.
every denomination ; clocks and watches
satins and silks of various sorts; glass ware of
every description ; guns, pistols, and pictures..
These articles are carried to all parts of the
world, and sold to great advantage.

The sword-cutlers’ and gun-smiths’ shops .
in London are particularly well worth seeing,
as they generally contain many curiosities.
They showed me 2 new-invented lock, ‘that if
the gun should be immersed for a’week in.
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water, the powder in' the pan would suffer no

_injury ; ‘and they a,ssured’ me, that it was even

possible to discharge the gun under water.

It is customary in London to illuminate
the town, either on the King or Queen’s birth-
day, on the intelligence of any great victory, |
or on the proclamation of peace. Although I
had seen a number of illuminations in HMin-
doostan, and was’present at Lucknow ‘during
the marriage of Vizier Aly, the adopted son

of the late. Nabob, when a fort five miles in

pircumference, with regular bastions, towers,

and gateways; -was formed with bamboos, and
covered at night with lamps, which required
20,000 men -to attend them; .yet ‘there. was
so much sameness, and want of 'variety, in this
display,. that, in my opinion, it fell far short
of the illuminations of London. )

In England, on account of the. uncer-'
‘tainty of ‘the weather, all the lamps are com-

: posed of gl@ss';- many are cut.with a diamand,
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- and others are coloutjed ; these are suspended,
,either on nails driven into the walls of the
ﬁouses, or ;)n frames of wood, formed into
various figures and ‘devices. When the lamps
are lighted, and properly disposed, being of
different colours, they can be so arranged ag
- to yepresent any figure or inscripfion ‘that is
required. Thus T have seen a good repre-
‘'sentation of the King, andof the Queen, seated
on their thrones, with crowns over their heads:
But, as this.is a voluntary act, and every person
luminates his house at his own, expeﬁse, he
is allowed to -indulge his fancy, either in d1-
splaying the fertility of his imagination, or the
-extent of his loyalty, by the device he exhibits ;
and this circumstance produces a great variety of
matter. On the proclamation of the late peace,
previous t6 which the price of all the necessaries
. of life bad risen to an enormous height, one
of the tradesmen had the figures of a Joaf of
‘bread and a butt 4of porter very well imitated,
'in a falling_ position, with the following ixi_scrip.
. ;igx; ur}der them : <& WE ARE ABOUT TO FAI,._L."'
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This device was the subject of much mirth
.and laughter atmong the common people.

- "These illuminations, beheld from the middle -
of a bs'q'_uare, whence the four grand streets .
leéding in 'different directions can be viewed, -
Sufpaés any thing of the kind I have.ever -
seen.. The concourse:of people, both in car- -
riages and"on foot; on: these occasions, is $o
great, that:I have been’sometimes for an hour
in: one of- the widest streets, viz. Oxford or -
St. James's Street, without being able to ad-
vance the flight of an arrow. In this situation
I 'have been much. alarmed, as the people. are -
constantly discharginig muskets and letting off
fire-works on all sides; so that if a weak
person was to fall in the crowd, it is probable
he would never rise égain.

" On the third day of the rejoicings for peace,
having heard that M. Otto, the Frénch Envoy,
had éxpended #£.2000 in- preparations for a’
grand illumindtion, which was to be exhibited
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on, that night,- I resolved, in order to avoid .
the crowd, to go and examine  the devices .
during the day; supposing, that however better
they would look .when lighted up, I should still
- be able to form a just idea of ‘the plan, and
should avoid all risk of being trodden to death.
I therefore proceeded - towards Portman Square,
where the Envoy resided; but, on approaching
.the square, 1 found a great crowd assémbled,
and the .mob abusing- -the Envoy.: Upbn_
- inquiring the cause, I learned that the French-
man had chosen for his motto, '* PEACE AxD
Coxcorn.” Some of the soldiers, who had
barracks in thaf neighbourhood, having more
courage than wisdom, and more skill ‘in the
use -of their swords than their pens, think-
ing he meant a reflection on ‘the English,
and that they were glad to make Peace, because
they were Conquered, began to break his Tamps.
M. Otto, surprized and alarmed at this cir-
cumstance, came out, ’and endeavourédA to ex-
pia.in, that Concord: bore no allusion to the

" events of the war, but was synonymous with
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Unanimity and Friendship. - They would not
“however. 'he convinced, until he ‘agreed. to.

‘change the motto to “ Peack AND AmrTY.”
‘Having been disappointed . in my morning
excursion, I determined, to run all risks, and
to see the grand display at night. Between
eleven and twelve o’clock, I left my own hduse,
and attempted to go up Oxford Street, but was
soon interrupted by the assemblage of coaches
and crowd of foot peqplé., I therefore turned
off into one of the cross streets, and, know-
ing that part of the town well, succeeded in
reaching one of the streets that led into the
square.” Here I was obliged to lay fast hold of
the iron railing, and, as an opportunity offered,
pushed on a step'or two at a time. At length
1 reached the square; hut the press was 'so_
excessive, that my clothes were torn, and
Ilost my cane. 'The women wére at'the same
time crying out, for God’s sake, to be liberated,
or that they should be squeezed to death;
but ‘no one listened to their com}_)laints, and -
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most of them lost their hats, ear-rings, and -
necklaces. In this -sityation I endeavoured to
return home;. but this I found more- difficult
than to advance. However, after much per-
severance, I got into a corner of the square,
where, Being-moré at my ease, I resolved to.
remain till morning should thin the spectators.
In this plan_ I succeeded, and was completely
satiated. with M. Otto’s exhibition, which: fell
far short of my expectations, and by no iixeans |
equalled Mr. Hope's, m Cavendish Square,

The shopkeepers and tradesmen in London.
are in general people of education; in their dress
and: manners -they are not distinguishable from
noblemen or gentlemen; and are so courteous
and polite, that, should the 'purchaser be ever
€0. trouble_sorbe or litigious, they never give a
rude or angry answer.

One -day, a gentleman, either by way of
a joke, or. wishing to try the témper of a~
tradesman, went to his shop, and desired fo see
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some broad-cloth. The man took down several
webs of cloth, all of ‘}vhiqh were rejected ; these
were faken away, and another set displayed;
but some were thought- too coarse, others
too dear, and none of their colours approved:
At ‘length, having kept the shopkeeper em-
ployed for a whole hour, the gentleman
appeared satisfied with a piece, of uncommon
elegance, at twenty-five shillings a yard;
and the tradesthan expected to. have received
~ an -order for at least five or “six yards; ‘but
was much surprized by his eccentric customer’s
taking out of his pocket a shilling, and desiring
to have the worth of that coin cut off the cloth.
The tradesman, however, preserved his temper,
and taking the shifling, laid it on the corner -
of the web, from which he cut a piece ex-
actly the same size, and presented it to'the
gentleman. They then parted, bowing respect- ",
fully to each other.

.My watch having met with an accident, ’
I' determined'to buy another, but of* a’low’
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. price. I therefore went mto a silversmith’s
shop, and looked at. severa] Havmg at length
fixed on a silver one, the price of which was
seven guinesas, I told the man where I.lived,
~ and informed him I should keep the watch till
next day, when, 1f it was apprdved of, T would
pay -him; otherwxse, I wonld retum ‘his pro-
perty. Noththstandmg Iwasa perfect stranger,
he consented; and I carried away the watch

for one or two of my frlends to examme, “but
they all found fault with it, and strongly advised
me to return it. I was however so overcome by
the watchmaker’s courtesy, that I was ashamed
to follow their advice, and therefore paid him

his money.

These shopkeepers will send home the most
trifling parcel that is purchased of them, even
from one.end of the town to the other; and
often give one or two months’ credit to people
they know nothing about: they are, in con-
sequence, frequently liable to be taken in by

swindlers.
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- 'One of the Jadies of light. reputation, wha
lived in the same sstreet with me, contracted
‘a number of these debts, and went off, without
paying -them.  Although she. was afterwards
discovered, and carried before a m,égistrafe, as
she had no property remaining, her creditors
. thought it more advisable to let her gb, thar -
to put her in jail, where they would have been
obllged to suppOrt hér.
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"CHAP. XIV..

Mode in’ dhich the'Engh'sh s];end théii' time,
Of the length of the days and mghts in
England. Mode of living qf the Englzsh
Dwzszon of employment between the - Sexes.
Regulations respecting Women. Liberty of
?he'Commdn People. Anecdotes of the P—e
éf W-—s and G——r H— s, English Ser-
vants. Liberty of the )u'gker classes. Duels.
Education of Children.

I suact here endeavour to give.,s‘ome' account
»f the mode in which the English pass their .
rirhe. The. middling class, in London, divide
their time in the following manner: they rise
from eight to nine o’clock in the morning:
their dressing . employs them an hour; after.
which they sit down to the breakfast table,"
where -they spend another hour from tha;
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‘time, till five in the eveniﬁg, Vthey employ them--
selves either in business, or in walkihg and

riding : at six they sit down to dinner; anci- if

, théré is company invited, .the men seldom rise
from table before nine o’clock : they then join

the ladies, to drink tea and coffee ; after which

they play cards, or listen to music, - till ‘eleven,

when the ﬁarty breaks up, and they retire to;
fheir ~beds. ‘

‘Those who are unmarried, frequently go,
after dinner, to. the Play, or other places of
public amusement, and remain there till a late
. hour: others go to the gambling-houses, where
they often stay till near morning. The com-
mon people rise earlier, and go to bed-sooner
than those above mentioned ; but the nobility
and higher classes have seldom done breakfast
before one or two o’clock, and are never in bed

‘before the same hours after midnight.

What I have said respecting the division of
time, 'may be considered as a general rule; but
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the length of the days and nights in England
is so very unequal, that considerable variations
will often occur. Thus, in the middle of win-
.ter, the Sun does not rise till past eight, and sets
a little after three o’clock; which, allowing
two hours for the morning and evening twi-
light, makes the day, at the utmost, nine hours
long; there consequently remau; fifteen hours
of night. On the contrary, in the middle of
summer, the Sun rises at four, and sets at nine;
which, with three hours of twilight, curtails
the night to about four hours. But in the
northern part of the island, I understand there
is scarcely any night at midsummer, as, during
-the few hours the Sun remains under the hori-
zon, there is a twilight, by which a person may
read: and in the winter, their nights are full

eighteen hours long.

The shortest day in England, is on, or about,
the 21st of December. From that time, till the
21st of March, it gradually increases; at which
peribd the day and night are of an equal length,

VOL. I. s
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The length of the day continues to increase till
the 21st of June; after which it decreases
till the 21st of September, when the day and
. hight a,;'e again equal; and continues to decrease
till. the return of the 21st of December.

The 'English,l‘ir; general, are not fond of -
high-seasoned cookeéry; and their dinners
mostly consist of plain roast .or boiled meats.
But the rich, or higher classes, have a great
variety on their tables, which is divided into
three courses ; ‘the first consisting of soups and
fish; the second, of roast and boiled meats,
fricassees, &c.; and the third, of puddings, pies, ,
and game; after which there is a’ great display-
of fruit of all kinds, called the dessert, -

The regular’ meals of the English are;
breakfast, dinner, and supper; but in London .
they frequently stop at the pastry-cooks’ shops,
which ‘are generally kept or attended by hand-
some women, and  eat something between
breakfast and dinner. *They also eat bread and
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‘butter, or cake,” with their tea or ‘coffée in'the
‘evening ; so that they may be said ‘to eat five -
'times ‘a day; yet, -as they.eat :but little at any

‘one tirne, they cannot be called gluftons:. L

"The English legislators - and. philosophers.
have wisely determined, that the best ’made of
Keeping women out of .the Wway of temiptation, -
dnd their minds from wandering after impropet’ ‘

‘desires, is By giving them sufficient employment;-

‘therefore, whatever business can' be-effected
‘without: any great exertion ‘of' mental abilities

~or corporeal strength, is assigned to the women..

. Thus ‘ they have ~‘a‘_lt‘ the internal managemen't‘,‘

“and care of the h"ouse,"and, washing the clothes.;

They are also -employed to take care of shops, -
and;'by.theii' b('aauty and eloquence, often attract; '
customers. : To the men‘is assigned the. bussis .
ness- of waiting at.table, taking care of -the

" horses and cattle," and management of the gar~
- den,” faim, &c.. 'This division of labour- is-at-

tended with much "convenience, and- prevents "

confusion. * pt
s 2
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Besides the abave. important regulation, the
English lawgivers have - placed’ the womén
‘under many salutary restraints, which prevent
their making an improper use of the liberty.
they have, of mixing in company, and convers-
ing with men. In the first place, strangers, or
-persons. whose characters are not well known,
are seldom introduced to them; ‘secondly,
the’ women 'never -visit ‘any bachelor,. except
he be a ‘near relation; " thirdly, no woman' of
respectability - ever walks ‘out (in London),
unless attended' by her husband, a relation, or
a confidential ‘servant.  They are upon no ac-
-count allowed to walk ouf after dark ; and they
never think ‘of sleeping abroad, even at' the
house of their’ fathet or mother, unless the
husband is with them. They therefore have
seldom ‘an ‘opportunity’ of ‘acting improperly.
" The father, mother, and whole family, also con-
sider themselves . disgraced by the bad conduct
of a daughter or a sister. And as, by the laws
of England, a ‘man-may beat his wife: with
- a stick, which will not endanger the breaking
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ofia limb, or riay: conﬁne her in:a room, the.
- women dare not. even give.- their tongues too
.much’ lxbexty B A

. If, ynotwithstandinig - all -these restraints,
~a-woman_should . be so far lost to- all ‘sense of
..ShaﬁxeL as.to commit’ a’ disgraceful action, she
Js for ever -after shunned by all her relations,
:acqpaihtances,‘ and every lady of respectability..
{Her husband is also: authorized by law to take
.away all her propérty and ornaments, to debar
“her from .the 51ght of her children, and even
to turn her- -out of the house ;. and, if " proof-ean
-be produced of her mgconduct, he may obta;n_‘
“a‘divorce, by which -she i entirely separated
- fromt him, and-loses all her-dower, and éven her
- smaarriage portion., | Prom what has been stated,
it ig evident that the English ‘vy-omerj, notwith~
standing their apparent, Jibe:ty,_ and the. polite-
“ness. and flattery with which - they are ad+
dressed, are, by the wisdom of ‘,their lawgivers,
‘eonfined in strict bondage :.and that, on L\tAhefz
- contrary, the Mohammedan  women, ‘-W},m; arg
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proh_ibitéd from. mixing in s6ciety, -andare,

kept concealed be.hmd curtains, but are allowed

to walk out in veils, and to go to.the baths (in'

Turkey), and to visit their fathers and mothers
and even ‘female _acquaintances, and. td'~sleep
abroad for .several. nights together, are-much
more mistresses of their own conduct, and much
more liable to fall into the paths of error. -

. ) DISTICH.
Let him who reads take warning!

. [N.B. This subject wxll be further discussed in.-the
Appendix ; the Author having, ‘while in England, written
a tract “ On the Liberty of Asiatic Women."]
o X x , »

Liberty may be considered as ‘the idol, or’
tutelary deity, of  the” English; and I think
‘the common people here enjoy more freedom |
and equality than in any other well-regulated
_government in the world.  No Englishman, un-
Tess guilty of a breach of the laws, can be seized,
or'punished, at the caprice or from the gust of
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passion of the magistrate ;- he may. sometimes -
be: confined- on suspicion, but- his - life .cannot;
be affected, except on positive proof.

T was.. credibly - informed, that the: H-r.
A——tof fhe throne,: while one .daf walking;
was. jostled : by ‘an.: irapudent fellow; that the
P——e struck him with his cane, and chastised:
him for his insolence. . The man, however,
sued his R—1H
of justice, and . compelled. the P

“5 -in ong of the courts

¢ to pay
a considerable sum of money. - B

—gs came one day _t_b _visit
me, immediately after the hall door: had:been
_newly painted, and. even, while the man who

- Governor H—

had done it was collecting his pots'and brushes
on the steps.. The Goyernor, not perceiving the
circumstance, lifted the knocker of the ‘door,
.and spoiled a mew . pair, of glove‘s .on which
he turned round angrily to the mar, and asked
- why he did. not inform him ﬂ}é -door had been

. just painted: the fellow, in a,surly mahﬁei;
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replied, “ Where were yodr‘ey‘es,‘tliat you could
not see it} From these anecdotes, some idea
may be formed of the liberty and freédom of
.the common people in England: .in many in-
stances, -they.carry it too great'a length; and
1 hive even felt the inconvenience of it. ~Their
lawgivers. are however of opinion, that this
{reedom tends to make them brave.

In Englind, 1o ‘gentleman can punish his’
servant for any crime (except by turning him
away), but must make his complaint before
a magistrate. The servants in England receive
very high wages; are as well fed, sleep as com-
fortably in raised beds (not on the floor, as
in India), and are as well clothed, as their
‘masters, who, in general, prefer plain clothes
for themselvgs, while their servants are covered
with lace. ' ' o

In their newspapers and daily publications,
the common people often take the liberty of
abusing their ‘superiors: also, in all public
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meetings, and even at the play-houses, ‘they
frequently hiss ‘and . reproach any nobleman
" or gentleman ’they dislike.. Another “mode
théy have. of expressing their displedsure; i
- by’ Ccaricatures : in- these, they .frequently
pourtray the: Ministers, or -any-other . public
characters, in ridiculous situations, = either
‘talking to each other, or conversing’ with
John Bull, who, by his blunt, but shrewd obser-
viitions, is always 'madeé to havé the best of the
argument, and to’ tell bis opponent some dis+
agreeable traths. .0 .. o
- After all, this equality is more in appearx |
ance than in reality ; for the difference between
. the comforts of the rich and of the poer, is;
in England, much greater: than ini India, "The
servants are not at liberty to quit théiri masters; .
without giving proper warning ; and, in general
they are as respectful in their behaviour s the

i

slaves of Hindoostan. | S

" “The rich,or hi gher classes; also, enjoy s'ofne’ '
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privileges. from this- equality.. They can walk
out at all times,:and go wheréver'they please,’
without being watched by, a retinue -of- ~'spies,
under the denomination of servants; as in the’
East: and if they are abused by the common-
people, -they can also indulge their spleen, by
abusing. the Ministers, Princes,. _and - even’
Royalty‘itself. .

- “I-can scarcely describe the pleasure I felt,
.upon. my first arrival in Europe, in being able
to walk out unattended, to' make my own
bargains in' the shops, and to talk to whom
I pleased ; so. different from our customs: It
is not to be inferred, however, from what I
‘have said, that every man is at liberty to follow
the bent of his-own' inclinations. = There are
certain rules established in ‘society, and a
degree of decorum to be observed, the trans-
- gression~or omission of which would be at-
tended with bad consequences... Thus, were
a gentleman seen to enter a public-house, and

to" drink - with low companions, ‘or to walk
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- about the streets. with'a common “prostitute,; -

he would be “shunned by all his acquaintances ;.
and were he; in any point; to offend against the
laws,. h_e*.iwould‘ immediately.: be seized,.;and
sent to. i)risc'm-; or, were he: to.be guilty of
sedition, - treason, - sacrilege,. -or, blasphemy,

‘he:would be, severely. punished. Even the
- Ministers .of the empire, when they find any. -
ancient . law or custom inapplicable to: ‘the

present . times, , or even. pont;:ary to common.

sense, dare not.boldly. and openly propose its ,

‘being cancelled in Parliament ; but they endea-
:vour by degrees to effect a change in the system,

by, -proposing special modifications, uncertairt
whether the law- may not have been framed for.
some good .reasons, not understood by them,

“but which may be discovered , by 'their op~

~ ponents. ..

. Amongst- the ;customs..v&fhich are, I believe,

- peculiar- .to,. the British, ‘may. be- reckoned their

duels, and boxing-matches. The first, are con-
fined to the higherr clpssés;_- and are effected. by

b
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the use of pistols ‘or swords: they are now
_always fought in the presence’ of seconds, of
‘witriesses, who' take care that mo treachery
‘or:fout play is practised. The. other mode is-
- “used by the -common people, either to obtain
satisfaction for' an injury, or as a trial of skill.
In these combats, it is not fair to lay hold of, or
grapple with the adversary, in which strength
' mlght get the better; but the whole contest
‘must be decided, as fencing i3 in India; by skill
and dexterity. If either of the combatants fall,
‘the other must not strike him, while down ; but
“if it be discovered that one of them falls
pm‘posely, he is hooted and abused by the
spectators ‘These combats are carried on with
such violénce, as frequently to occasion’ the
deatht of one of the parties. The loss of an eye,
breaking of the nose or jaw, or having the
-cheek laid open, is a common consequence.
The lower classes are so fond of, or are so"con-
vinced of the utility of this science, that there .
are few of themr who do not learn pugilism;
and eveir many of the nobility and gentlemen



MIRZA ABU TALEB KHAN. 269

encourage these matches, .and argue, that it
serves to preserve their coumge,\apci inures
" them to hardship. During my residence in
England, I was present, at least, at one hundred
of these battles.

‘The mode of . education prescribed for boys
in England is admirably adapted to render
them honourable, éourageous,? and capable. of
enduring hardships. Théy are, at an early age,
sent from their parents’ house to a public
“school, where they are frequently obliged to
contend with boys .of a more advanced age
than . themselves, not only in a competition
for prizes in leaming, but often in defending
themselves against superior strength. In this
situation they remain for five or six years;
during which period. they must preserve a
character; untainted by dishonour, and un-
Llemished by cpwardice..

The edumtxon of gld: tends, to render
them accomplished, rather than to endue them
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with-philosophy : théy are instructed to sing, to

dance, to play on musical instruments, and to be

witty and agrecable in company. The children

of both sexes are taught to reverence their pa~
rents, and to ¢steem their brothers, sisters, and
other near relations. Perhaps nothing conduces
. more to the success in this réspect, than the single
marriages of the Chiristians, where, the progeny
being - all of the same’stock; no room is left
for the contentions and - litigations ‘which' too
often disturb the 'fel.ifcity rof " Mohammedan
family, perhaps the offspring of 4 dozem
mothers. Tle parents also endeavour, by an’
 impartiality-of conduct, to preserve harmony
' aﬁmngst the children; and if they have a pre-

ference for any one of them, they strive to -

conceal it as much as possible. 'Ifr the childrexr

are guilty of a fault, they do not severely beat:

or abuse them, but either send them to bed,
or confine them to their rooms ; they also fre~
quently reason ‘with them, and excite them to
good’ behaviour,” more by hope than by fear.
Owing to this mode of treatment, T have often
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seen -an English child of five years old possess
more wisdom than an Asiatic of fifteen. Even
the play-things of children in Europe are made
.to convey lessons of instmctioﬁ; and the alpha-
bet:is learned by infants, who suppose they are -
only playing with cards.

» As far as I .was able to judge, there are not -
50, :many disseht_:ions_ or quarrels among, re-
lations in England,. as with us ;- the cause .of
which . is probably owing to a certain degree ’
of. d_istan.ce and respect that is always observed ’
between . the nearest connections; so that. if
the head of ‘a family hag it in his power to
confer any favour on the other branches of it,
. they receive it with gratitude. . Not so in Hin-
doostan, where the whole family depend upon
their chief, and -consider it kis duty to provide
for. them, or to share his fortune with them g
and if he does not, they are discontented ‘and

abusive,



-
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CHAP. XV.

Analysis of the British Government. Authority
of the Soverezon —Eulo zium on his. present
- Majesty— Condescm_zdmg and liberal conduct
* of his Majesty to the Author. - Description of
the Queen’s Drawing-room. Political situation
of the Heir: Appamt’%'Charac{er of the
Prince. Description of Carleton House. Du-.
ties of the Ministers of State~—of the Chancellor
of the Exchequer— of the Secretary for the
- Foreign Departmnt—*-.of the Secretaries for
" the Home and War-Departments—of the First
- Lord of the Admiralty—Author introduced to
~ Lord Sp——r. ' Of the Master General of the
Ordnance—of the President of the Board of
. . Controul—— of . the Lord Chancellar—-qf' the
drchlvn/wp of Canterbury.

I sHALL now endeavour to give some account
of the nature of the. British Government, and

S
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of the rank, situation, and character of the
prixicipal persons composing it.

. The British Constitution is of the mised
form, that is, an union of the monarchical,
aristocratical, .and democratical governments,
_represented by the King, Lords, and Cammons;
in which the powers ‘Vof- each are 50 happily
blended, that it is impossible for human wisdom
toproduce any other system containing so many
excellences, and 50 free from- imperfection.

. The King is, of course, the head of the
Government, and the source of , all honour and
promotion, . It would be tedious and difficult
to defipe all his powers; but it may be sufficient
to .say, that no law can.be valid without his’
consent ; that he has the entire -command of
the "army; and that he can pardon criminals,
condemned by the law and the judges.’ - -

. Asaproofof the poqw;'r of the Sovereign,'i
and of the excellence of the government, I shall -
VOL. I. ' T
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relate’ an event that occurréd during my resi-
.dence in England.  For seventeen years, the
reins of government had been guided by the
-able hands of the celebrated Minister, Mr. Pitt,
-~ for. whom his Majesty had the warmest esteem,
and the highest opinion of his abilities; but
that Minister, trusting too much to his ini-
fluence Ibver' the King; and his general po-
pularity, endeavoured 'to abrogate a law, in
opposition to the Royal will, and to the opinion
of some other members of the Council.

Thus circumstanced, his Majesty suspended
Mr. Pitt from his office; and although -that
‘Minister was, firmly supported by five other
Viziers, who,.declared they would resign, if their
-Chief was not restored to power, the King
dismissed them all, the same day. -

This circumstance happened during - the
height of the war with France, and at a time
‘when, unfortunately, the Kihg was s0 unwell,
_-that no arrangement could be made for“formin'g
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a new, Ministry. . For--two:.lmon‘trhs, aﬂ'e;li‘i-s,.iﬁe'-.‘
mained in this situation, and much business was
suspended ; but,. owing ta the well-established,
laws and regulations of the _k‘ingdom', ‘N0 con~
fusion or disturbance of any kina took piace. b\

. . \
o ..;:‘ .

: It 'has formerly happened that the ngs
have carried -their- authority ta'a great . excess,
and. have attempted to. govern' the’ realm -
without ‘consultihg,lthei”r Pairliament, and eyen, ‘
' in opposition to it ¢ in thjs attempt; however,
‘they have always failed.- But nothing of this
kind -has ever been apprehended vduring' the
* reign of his present Dlajesty, George the Third, |

(may God preserve -him !) whose mind is an
"assemblage of every virtue, and .whose sqlq wish

is, to ‘instruct, and ‘rénder- his' people: happy,

rich, and good :, for this purpose he 'ericou‘ré‘.ges"'
the Arts and Scxences, by frequently vxsxtmg

the colleges, and othe): pubhc institutions; and‘

mquxrmg into the. progress and ‘canduct of )
the students : ~he..also! sets - hls»- sub;ects d

laudable example of indpstry, by devotmg his
T2
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spare time " to: agriculture’ and- husbandry,
without 4 due attention to which, no country
" can ﬂourisﬁ, but must ever "be dependént for

food on its neighbours, -

= *
-

. It would be an endless task to recite all
the ‘praise-worthy and. disinterested .acts of
his Majesty; but how shall -we sufficiently
appreéizité‘the merits of a monarch, who could
divest himself of all authority over the Judges,
" by conferring upon them ?heir ‘offices for life;
thus relinquishing - all those powers which
stimulate and ‘bias the actions- of mankind,

whether of hope, ‘or of fear ?

" It is for the reasons above stated, “that for
- forty-two years, which his Majesty has been
seated on the British throne, he has been the
idol of his people, and that his subjects are
ever sincerely affected by every event which
gives him pain or pleasure. - '

- During my residence ‘in- England,” I fre- -
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rquently attended the drawmg—xoom, ‘both of
the King and of the Queen ; and, in every
instance, ,both these illustrious personages did
me the honour of addt.essmg me: and although
1 constantly had a gentleman with me to in-
terpret, they ‘condescendingly commanded that,
1 should .answer ‘them;. and they were even
pleased ta'say, they perfectly. comprehended my
‘broken English., When I.had the honour of -
taking leave of his Majesty, he kindly ihquired
linto my Wants, ordered his private treasurer "to}—
. pay me a sum of money, and his Ministers to
furnish mhe with letters of recommendatxon to his
'cnyoys' and ambassadors at those courts whlch,

A

- I was likely to visit, on my route to India.

T_he- King dislikes pomp and ﬁnéry; thgeré;
- fore, on Jhis;court dajs,' there is not any grand -
display : but, when the Queen; holds a cduff l
the, spectators are lost m amazement at the
value - and bnlhancy of the dxamonds, pear]s,
and every other costly _ornameqt worn by '
 the_ladies, ;who, on'\thi_s ‘oécz%siox'l, wear hoops,
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which - extend the dress and- dlsplay the -em-
broxder} , lace, &c. to” the greatest advantage.

These ‘hoops are ‘of a very ancient ‘date, ‘and
" are ‘now nevet ern,- but at court': some;of
‘them ‘are’ so ‘large, “that-"a lady cannot enter 4
“door withotit much difficulty. The meri also, on
these ‘occasions,” wear old-fashioned and. costly:

dresses, either embroideted, or covered with lace.

. L T N
¢ . o R

‘Next in rank and dignity to the King and
.Queen, is the Heir Avppare‘n't or Prince of
lVales Durmg the life of his father, he seldom
interferes in the govex nment ; and should he die
before.the King, he is succeeded by his’ eldest
son. Ifhe has no son, the right -to the crown
devoh es to h1s daughter but, in default of 1ssue,
1t goes to the ng $ second son, who is, in gene-
ral, the chlef of the nobles, and cohunandex
of the arm) By this well-regulated and syste-
lmtlc code of mhentance, all dlsputes between
the bxothers arc prev ented, :md the blood of the
qubJect is qpmed no one darmg to asselt a rxght
to the throne, unless duly quahﬁed by Taw.
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. ~-On thissubject, I once had a d:sagreeable
altercation with a gentleman: in London, who '
'aﬂirmed that the natives of : Hmdpostan were.
hard-hearted treacherous, and cruel 5 .and, .in.
~ support of his argumenty adduced the instances
of the', Emperor ‘Aurnngtzebe confining . his.
father, and destroying his three brothers ; .and;_ ‘
of .the wars bet\&een Behadur. Shah and .his’
l?fethxjen._ I replied, that princes were not
to be judged of by the same rules as other
n'xen‘; that if, in England, the only,l alternat_ive
. left'them'was' a threne-or a eolfﬁn,’ Asu':c'h.‘ scenes
‘;veuld nften have oecnrred in 'their,hi‘sto_r)y', : ‘
- The _present Prmce of Wales is. esteemed
. a gentleman of the most pohshed manners, -
-and of the utmost liberality and benignity of
heart. His Reyal Hig.;hness’s principal resi-
dence is in the street called Pall Mall it s
a superb bmldmg, and contams many ﬁne
rooms. I went several txmes to view it, and
was partxcularly attracted by the. apaltment
called the Chma Hall : this contains a number
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of curiosities brought from Pekin: it is also
- elegantly furnished with 't"}\le‘ largest mirrors, and
the most brilliant lﬁs’tre‘s, I have ever seen. Not
the least remarkable of its curiosities, is a
elock, resembling an Ethiopian woman, who,
by the motion of her eyes, points out the
hour. - |

_The first_time I vx51ted Carleton House,
the Prince, havmg received- 1nformatlon of my
. intention, was pleased to order : a cold collation

to be prepared for my refreshment; and, in |
every instance WBerq I had the honour of
\méeting his Royal Highness, he always: behaved
toa me with the greatest kindness and con-

descension.

The persons of 1mportance next to the
Princes are the Ministers of State : .they are
nine in number, and by them 7ll the affairs’
of the kingdom are managéd. The chief of
these is the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the
" office lately held by Mr. Pitt, and now by
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Mr. A——-n. He has charge of the reve-
nues of the State, -arranges the taxes,"and
superintends the principal disbursements. He
is considered as the King’é depufy in the
House “of - Commons ; and the most difficult
part of his office is, to preserve a majority of
the'members in his interest : to effect this, he
frequently gives to some of them appointments,
and to others titles; Bjy these means, and the
assistance of those persons who are attached
to him, either from principfe or connexion,
be is able to withstand the attacks of hisad- .
" versaries, that - is, the Ex-Ministers, or those
that would be Mlinisters. Every subject that
is proposed in Parliament, is openly discussed,
and determined by a majority of votes: if
. therefore the Minister cannot ensure the
greater number of voices in his favour, it is
iﬁxpossible for him to carry on the business,
and he had better resign.

"Mr. Pitt was enabled, by his great abilities,
and wonderful powers ‘of persuasion, to obtain
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always a large majority in his favour; and might
be said to have governed, for seventeen years,
‘with despotic sway. .

. By the introduction of my friends, Sir
Wi 0—d, Sir C, T—t, Sir J. M* P~
Mr. G. J-
being present during the proceedings of the:
House of Commons.” The fifst time I saw this
* assembly, they reminded me of two flocks.

n, and

n, I had frequent opportunities of.

of Indian paroquets, sitting' upon opposite
mango itrees,,scoldihg ‘at "each other;  the
most noisy‘ of whom were Mr. Pitt and Mr.
Fox. In short, during the administration of.
_Mr Pitt, all Parliamentary prOCf:edmgs were.
perfectly nugatory, as, by his decided majorities,”
“he-could carry any measure. he proposed. It
'is ot however to be infetzed, from this circum-
\ stance, ‘that Parliaments are "of " no utility ;-
on the contrary, they are of the greatest service.
In the first place, they regulate the taxes for
the year ;- they are a check uporll all contractors
and publi¢ .agents; and restrain the Ministers

/
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within' ‘propet - -bounds, upon: every occasion.:
Thus, during the -indisposition of his Majesty,
when man.y' sensible persons. thought it was:
requisite that the .Heir Apparent should be
" immediately :appointed Regent," with extensive
powers ; and others ‘were of opinion,. that a
. Regency should be . nominated, '.composed of
then of the first abilities of the country, one of
wham should be the Heir Apparent; the Parlia=
" ment,. having taken into consideration the
many virtues of the King, and the _possibility
of : his 'récov'ery,- vesolved that the Ministers
‘and’ publ‘ic. officers. should .continue-to\exert:.
themselves to the utmost, in- the execution of. -
their several -duties, until the physicians ‘should
be able to-'determine - on the - probability - of
his Majesty’s ;eco%ery; after which, they would
decide on the.meastres that might be requisite
to-be taken. - This .Wiée' determination had
. the happy effect of calming the minds of the
‘people;; 'and’ the ‘business *of the empire. was'
* conducted ‘as usual: - Much to the honour of
" the Princes,- none of them.interfered during
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the discussion of this delicate question, but
submitted theu' “private oplmons entirely to
the wxsdom of Parliament.

. The Minister next in impértar_lce to the
"Chancellor of the Exchequer, is the Secretary
of State for' the Foreign Department: it is
* he who! conducts the correspondence - with
foreign ‘States, and transacts business with all
the ‘ambassadors. During my residence in
England, this office was most ably filled by
Lord P-
“the most unbounded proofs of kindness and
friendship 5 nor have I.language to express,

m. From his lordship I received

in dull prose, my gratitude to her Ladyship, -
for the many favours conferred upon me.
'The third Minister, in rank, is the Secretary
of State for the Home Department: this
office was held by Lord C
I had not the honour of being acquainted.
The fourth Minister, and who has charge of
the War Department, was lately Mr. D——s,
but now Lo}_d H-———t: from both of these

r, with whom
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great persons I tecenved many favours. These
four Ministers are supenor to all the others,
and may be said to have the entire direction,
or, at least, controul, over all the affairs of
Government.

'Ihe fifth Minister is at the head of
the Naval Department, and is called First
Lord of the Admiralty: his powers are much
greater than those of the Commander-in- -
chief of the-land forces. This office is at -
present held by Lord St. V—t, to whom
I have not the pleasure of being known. But ‘
to his predecessor, Lord Sp—r, I'am under
infinite obligations. I first had the honour
of meeting his lordahnp at the house of Sir
J. B——ks and, in con%quence of this intro-
duction, received frequent invitations to dine
with his lordship. Lady Sp—r is esteemed
one of the most sensible and -learned women
in England. She often- did me the honour
of 1:omre‘rsingT with me, and listened with
apperent earnestness and approbation fo my
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wretched translations of Persian poetry. Her
* ladyship - particularly :requested,  nay .com-

manded me, to write an . account .of. my,
Fravels, and: to. state my ~opinibn, candidly,

of .all the customs and manners of the ‘En-
glish; and, without either fear or flattery,
freely’ to' censure whatever I' thought sepre-
-hensible amongst them.. Sy

. . o ‘

The sixth Minister is the Master General
of the Ordnance, who has charge of all the for-
tifications in the kingdom. This office was held
by Lord C—L:——s,~ whose kindness to me,
both in India and in Ireland, I have before

related.

The seventh Minjster is the President of
the Board of Controul: he it is who directs
the affairs, and guides the reins, of the East-
India Company.  On my ﬁ'lfs£ arrival in Eng-
land, this office was held by Mr. D—-——s, -but
latterly was intrusted to Lord D—th. His

'lordship is descended from a very ancient and
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noble family, and possesses a highly-eulﬁirated
‘enderstanding I became acquainted with.
his- lordshlp through the: introduction of ‘my
. friend- Lord P-
proofs of his 1 lordship’s esteem.” At his house

~m, and received many solid -

I ﬁ-eqlienﬂy met with several of the -Directors
-of the East-Tndia Company, who, although
the Masters' éf _the” Governors of India, .were:
invariably seated below me at table. -

- 'His - lordship wished to ‘have deputed me
as Ambassador to.the King of Persia, and to
Zeman Shah.  The route he proposed to- send
me was, by Constantinople’ and the Black Ses,
to Khuarizm whence' I was to” travel ‘to
Taheran, and, havmg settled the ' business ‘at
that courty to proceed ‘to.'Cabul, “and thence
'through the Punjab, &¢. to: Caleutta. - T must
‘confess I was alarmedat the length and dangers'
-of the ,Journey, -and requested his; Iordshnp
».,wou.ld «perrmt me first. to return. to Indla,
" whence, ‘after having seen, and properly settle&
“my family, I could, wifho‘ut diﬂichlty, " préceed
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to Cabul, and thence, if requisite, to Persia.
To this plan his lordship acceded; and when
1 was leaving England he gave me letters of
‘recommendntlon to the Governor-general of
India ; ‘ desiring him, in' the first instance, to
" recover for me tﬁe amount of my pension,
which, through the intrigues of my enemies
at Lucknow, had been stopt for so many years; .
and then. to send me to Cabul, with powers to
remain (if agreeable to the Shah) as the East-
India Company’s:representativg at that court.
The eighth Minister is the Lord High
Chancellor: he is~ supreme over the Law

Department, and possesses extensive powers.
~ N 3

',These eight’ Ministers attend the King
every day, and lay before him the state of
 affairs in their ‘respective departments, and
. obtain’ his Ma_]estys signature to sudl papers
.as require it. They then deliberate, col-
lectnvely, with the ng, on any subject ‘that’
is to be laid before Parhament and, having
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arranged the plan, give it to the Chancellor of
the Exchequer, who carries it to the House

of Commons, for their discussion.

The ninth Minister is the Archbishop of
Canterbury. He is next in rank to the
Princes: it is he who takes cognizance of evéry
thing bélong'mg to religion, and is the King’s
counsellor in all spiritual affairs. Immediately
in subjection to the archbishdp, are the bishops,
or prelateé of the Church, each of whom pos-
gesses ecclesiastical authority over a certain
district, and superintends the conduct of the:
clergymen, or persons ordained for performing
the public functions and ceremonies of their
religion. ~ It is requisite to explain, to Moham-
medans, that, in England, Law and Religion
are distinct branches, and that the duty of
a clergyman is limited to fwat'ching‘over ‘the
moral and spiritual conduct of his flock, to
burying the dead, visifing the dying, uniting
persons in marriage, and christening child-
ren; for, aécording to their tenets, children

VOL. I. . LU
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are born without any religion, and, until they
have been .christened, are not, admitted into the
pale of the -Church.. In. recompence for their
~trouble, the ‘clergy are entitled to a tenth of
the produce of the land, whether of the vege-
table or animal kind. For this purpose, England
is divided into an immense number of parishes,
in each of which there is a church,. built at

the public expense; and to each of these |
churches are attached a priest and deputy,
who, on every Suriday, and other holidéys,
read, prayers, preach to their congregation,
and péfform the other ceremonies before
. x(rlentioned.' A certain number of these pa-
/ rishes constitute a‘ diocese,‘,‘to,each' of which
one of thq bishops is attached, who, in ad-
dition’ to the duties before stated, has the
power of ordaining and dismissing clergymen.
The bishops: are addressed as Lords, and
have seats in the House of Peers, but sel- -
" dom interfére, unless spiritual affairs are
discussed. When a bishop dies, the King, Ey
the advice. of his Minister, - selects one of



MIRZA ABU TALEB KHAN. 29k

the most worthy clergymen to. supply his
place: ‘ |
I had the good fortune "to: be. intimately -
acquainted with the Bishop of L——n i ‘he was
a:sensible and philosophic man,and took ‘much
pleasure in disputing with me on points of
religion. I one day had a controversy with him
respecting our ,P-rophe'.t Mohammed; and- in--
sisted that his coming ‘had been-foretold by the
holy Messiah, -in the original New. Testament:
He positively denied the premises, but bgreed
"to examine the book, 'and gfve mme farther: in-
formation-in a week. On the day appbihte_d
I waited on him, aiid he produced a very ancient
Greek. version of - the Testament, -in which~he
candidly aclihowledged: that he had discovered
the verse I alluded to, but said 'he sﬁpposed it-
‘might have been interpolated by some of the -
renegadoes of : Constantinople, : long after. the
predching of “Mohammed. 1 replied, that as
‘copies of the- New Testament were in the hands
of every, person at that time, it was impossible
U2
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any interpolation could have taken place, with-
out having been noticed by some of the con-
~ temporary historians or writers. But, inde-
pendently of that circumstance, ‘it is a well-
‘authenticated fact, that’' Mohammed himself
‘had declared, to the Christians, he was the
Ahmed (Paraclete} promised by Jesus Christ,
and quoted to them ' the passage in the Evan-
gelists; that the Christians did not then object
to the verse, but merely denied that he was
the Comforter so promised, and that they
should look ‘for another. This was sufficient
evidence to prove that the above passage was
in the original, and not an interpolation.” The
‘bishop laughed, and said, he supposed I- was
- come to England to convert the people to
Mohammedanism, and to make them forsake
the religion of their forefathers.

I also had the honour of being known to
the Lord Bishop of D——m,' who was a man
of great lxberahty and extensive charity. He
frequently invited me to his house ; and marked
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his. attention, by always asking some of the
gentlemen who understood Persian to meet
me. .During the year of great scarcity in
England, he daily fed a thousand poor people,
at his private expense. Hence may be formed
some idea of the incomes and charity of En-

glish bishops.

In my account of the duties of his Majesty’s
Ministers, having mentioned tke Parliament,
it becomes requisite to explain the meaning
of the term. Parliament, properly, means an
assemblage of the three estates; viz. the King,
Lords, and Commons ; bat is generally applied
to the two latter. The Lords have a particular
apartment, where they assemble, and deliberate
on_the business which has passed . the House
of Commons ; and which, if they disapprove,
becomes nugatory. It is in the House of Lords
that the Parliament assembles, on the first
and last days of the session.. On these occa-
sions, the King goes to the house in great -
state, attended by all the public officers, in
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their robes and insigrﬁa of office.. I once had
an_opportunity of being present at this_inter-
esting scene. I was introduced into the_house
by my friend Mr. B——t ; but had it not been
for the kind attention of the Duke of G——r,
the King’s brother, I should have seen little of
the ceremony.- His Royal Highness observed
me soon after I entered the house, and sent
.one .of .thé attendants to procure me a seat
near the throne. In this situation, I not only
saw the King enter and go out, but also heard
distinctly every word that he addressed to the
Bishops, the Lords, and the Commons. In
‘the course of my life, I- have never witnessed
so grand or so impressive a scene. The King
was .seated upon a superb and elevated throne,
oover which was erected a stately canopy. On
his Majesty’s right hand sat the Heir Apparent,
-and on his left the other Princes, according to
’seniority, upon chairs of yellow velvet embroi-
dered .with gold. Near to these were placed
a number of forms, covered with broad-cloth,

for the King’s favourites, or more distant re-
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latives,- and for the -wives of the noblemen.
On the right of the throne, but below the
Heir - Apparent, stood. the Foreign Princes and
Ambassadors. "The sword of state was borne
by Lord Sp——r, and the cap of Liberty by
, Lo;d_Win y: -these two mnoblemen "were
close in front of his Majesty., ~Sir P~ B——1,
now Lord G——r, presided, as Lord High |

Chamberlain, over ‘all the :ceremonies. The

Lords were seated to the right-and leff, in.a
line with the Princes ; and the Commons were
arranged, in .due order, 'opposite the throne.
His Majesty’s speech was listened to with the
-utmost ‘silence .and ‘fespeét,; -immediately after
'which the rKing;wi‘thdrew. .As T'was engaged
to dine_ with a person of rank, I endeavoured
to make my escape from the house .as soon as
possible, but in vain; -for the crowd was so grezit,'
'_that the houf.of dinner Was past before I could
get free ; -and I was obliged to make many apo-

logies to my. host for my seeming inattention.

: ‘.:Among the hereditary nobility o_f England, ‘

~
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there are several degrees of rank, as Duke,
Marquis, Earl, Baron, and 'Viscou.nt; although,
when assembled in the House of Lords, their
prerogatives and duties appear exactly the same.

~ The title next in rank to Prince, is Duke.
Several of these Dukes ar¢ the King's sons;
and his present Majesty has made it a rule,
not to raise any person, but his own i'elations,
to that dignity. The families and titles of
many of these Dukes, and -of some of the Earls,
are of very ancient date. They originally took
. their titles from their estates, or from towns
dependent on them. Their possessions are very
great ; ard several of them have incomes equal
to the allowance of the King. Their property,
contrary to the general custom of England,-
is not divided among the children, but goes to
the eldest son. By this means, the wealth and
_influence of the family remain stationary ; ‘and,
as théy are always gencrous and liberal to
their tenants, they acquire such a host of

dependants, that the Government has had fre-
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quent occasions to be. Jealous ox, distmgtfl<oF
them. 'Ihus,,sbn;é years ago, a brotherof- the
Duke of L———r rebelled in Ireland ' against
“the King, and, having been joined by a great
number- of the Irish, very nearly effected a
revolution in that kingdom. At length, how-
ever, by the great wisdom and military abilities
of Lord C———s, the rebels were vanquished,
“and Lord F————d was taken prisoner.

I had. the honour of being acquainted with
several of these Dukes. From the late Duke
of B——d I experienced much civility : he was
an amiable man, and of a most prepossessing
appearance. He was succeeded by his brother,
who, I understand, inherits many of his vir-
tues: The Duke of D——re, who married a
sister of Lord Sp——, invited me several times
to his house; and his Duchess, who is one of
the most delightful women in England, paid
me the greatest attention. Their daughter,
Lady Georgiana, surpasses in beauty and ele-
gance the boasted nymphs of China or Tartary,
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and her voicq thrills to ’the- soul, like ‘th'e elixir
of life. ’

"VERSE.
' Since the Sphere commenced its revolutions, it has
_ not beheld such a Star:
. And since the Earth began to produce, it has not
yielded so faira flower, as Georgiana, lovely
daughter of the Duke and Duchess of D----- re.

His Grace has, for many years past, been
in the habit of giving, annually, an entertain-
ment to all his. acquaintances, at Chiswick
House. I had the honour of being present'at
one of these e,ntertainments; when. the Du-
chess, taking into consideration my forlorn
situation, among such a crowd of great people,
to most of whom I was a stranger, kindly ap-

pointed Lady E——th F——r, one of her

intimate friends, to be my Mehmandar during

the day. - Her ladyship, according to the En-
glish custom, immediately put her arm under
mine, and led me, through bowers of roses and -
walks of jessamine, over all the gardens. She
then conducted me to the concert .and ball

~ rooms. It so happened, that, as we were about
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to enter a door, we :met the P—e of W-—s.
I immediately drew back, to make way for his
R—I H——s, and consequently kept her lady-
ship back ; but the P—e, with all that polite-
' ness whid1 distinguis}'les his character, retreated;

. and made a sign to me to advance. I was quite
-lost in. amazement ; but LadyE ~——th laughed,
and said, “ His R—1 H——s would ‘not' for
“ the world take precedence of -any lédy:': -and

<«

as my arm was under yours, he would by -
“ no means allow that we-should separate, to
“ make way for him.” From this circumstance,
some idea of the gallantry of the English .to-
wards ladies may be formed. When the com-
pany sat down to breakfast, I had the honour of
being placed at the same table with the P—e.

. Previous to breaking up, .the Duchess pre-
sented me her ticket for the Opera of .that
- evening. I.at first declined accepting it, saying,
"\it wbuld ‘be :so late ‘bef;bre T .got home, that
I should not have time to dress ;befofé the
-Opera _commehced.' The Duke; of G——rn,

-
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brother of the K—g, who was at the same
table, overheard me, and said my excuse was
not a sufficient one; that he meant to be there,
and hoped to have the pleasure of seeing me.
Lady E——th F——r, Lady H——y, and Lady
Georgiana, also said that they should be at the
Opera at eight o'clock, and if I did not meet
them, they would severely fine me. I therefore

promised to attend; and, after having arrived
at home, I quickly changed my dress, and pro-
ceeded to the Opera House. I found the Duke
was there before me, and wé.iting impatiently
for the fadies. He ¢at with me for an hour;
and, as they did not make their appearance, he
was irritated, and went away, but desired me
to scold them, should they arrive. When the
Opera was nearly-finished, the ladies came in.
1 taxed them, both on the Duke’s and my own
account, with their breach of promise. They
made me one of those trifling and improba-
ble excuses, which so become the fascinating
mouth of an English beauty: * That the crowd

_“-of coaches was so great at the gates of
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“ Chiswick House, they could not get away
< soonér." I recollected some verses of a Per-
sian Ode, which I thought applicable to the
case, and spoke them, as if extemporary. They
insisted upon my giv'ing them a translation,
which I complied with; and the verses were
handed about to all their acquaintances. They

were nearly as follow.

EXTEMPORARY ODE.

Although no person ever experienced the truth of
your promises, '
Yet are we ever deceived by those eloquent and
& ruby lips. " :

Sin against me, as much as you please: you need
not ask forgiveness ;

For I am your slave, and shall pay implicit obe-
dience to your wishes.

Fear not to enter the ranks, at the day of judgment,
" unveiled;
For, should some of your murdered lovers demand
retribution,

The Angels, ordered to drive you from Paradise,
captivated by your looks,

Will offer themselves, as an atonement for your
errors. R
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That earriages round the gates of Chiswick House
_ prevented your coming, is not probable :
Say rather, the crowd of those, smitten by your
charms, detained you. -

‘Such was my desire of your presence, thatI no-
ticed not the passing scene.;v

Now you are come, the sound of your voice ba-
nishes all my anxiety: '

As long as Abu Taleb can behold your charming
countenance, )

He will not sigh for the bowers of the garden of
Eden.

The Duke of N d is said to possess
the greatest riches, and most extensive property,.
in the kingdom. At the request of my friend
Miss B—1, and the Duchess of H
I received an invitation to visit Sion House ;-
but as his Grace did not condescend to pay
me that attention I had received from other

n,

noblemen, I gratified my curiosity at the ex-

pense of my finer feelings.

The Dukes of N -k, R—od, G n,

&c. are all descended from ancient and noble
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families,. who have long possessed’ this -title ;.
for since the commencement of the present
i'eign » but one person, éxcépt the Royalvfamily'4',
‘has been promoted to that dignity.
. Tt
The King’s sons, during their infancy, are
all called Princes; . but, V'as‘ they-arrivej-.at ‘the
‘age of manhood, are created Dukes. There are
seven of them, all pleasing, unaffected ‘men.
~ They associate-with the mobility, and do not
assume any supei'iori_ty in.company; but:enter;
without fastidiousness, into all the amusements -
that are going *fqrward,.. Thus" the Duke-of
G———r, who possessed a livelydisposition, and
much ready wit, frequently. jested the.’_youﬁg »
ladies, in my présencé, on theirlat.tachn'xentito
me, and. their. jealousy of each othlerAt onLthat
“account. - This had always the effect of makiﬁg
the company laugh, and of exciting - good
" humour, : . :
The next persons in rank, to,,-fhe Lbrds .are.
' the Members of the House of Commons.
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_Their number is above three hundred and Vﬁfty.
Two- of them are elected by the inhabitants
of every town in the kingdom, to be their
agents or representatives in Parliament. They
are, in general, men of very superior abilities
and considerable property. For seven months
in the year they remain in London, and attend
five days in the week at the Parliament House.
Some . of their duties have been before de-
scribed ; but when their attention is not taken
up with great. political subjects, they employ
tf;emselves in considering the internal regula-
tions, and plans for improving the state of the
country, and, in fact, take cognizance of every
thing that is going forward. Even the laws
respecting culprits are abrogated or altered by
Parliament ; for the Christians, contrary to the
systems of the Jews and Mohammedans, do
not acknowledge to have received any laws
-respecting temporal matters from Heaven, but
take upon themselves to make such regulations

as the exigencies of the times require.
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"CHAP. XVI

~

Description of the East-India Company. Of the
Board. of . Ct)ntr’oul‘ Of the Lord Mayor of

: ,London—the nature and extent of his juris-
dzctwn—Proc_:esswn to Westminster and Guild-

- Hall. The Auihor is. invited to thé Lord °
Mayor's Feast—accoum thereof. Anecdote qf
Miss C—De.

I« political importance, the East-India Com- 7
pany ranks next to the House of Commons. It
is well understood, by. every person posséssing
common information, that ¢ Company’ mieans
an association of merchants, or other i)ersons, )
who subscribe a certain sum of money, fof the -
 purpose of carrying on trade, or dny other ex-
tensive ‘concern, which’ excgéds. the capital of
an individual. Such was the prigin. of the
Eastflndia Compaﬁy. o
' voL.L x



3006 - . THE TRAVELS OF
_ . _ s

It is little more than a hundred years since
the Company' obtained their regular Charter,
granting to them the entire monopoly of the
trade with India and China.  Their capital
at that time was about three crores of rupees
(£. 3,000,000), divided into shares of #£.1000
‘pounds each, but has since been increased to
double that amount; and, jn consequence of
- their extensive conquests.in India, the value
of each share is now wor;h nearly twice the

original ‘subscription.

The affairs of the Company are manag:d
by twenty-four Directors; six of whom go-out
of office every year, in rotation, and six others
are appointed in their room. They are elected
- by those proprietors. wha possess.a full share
of £, 1000 stock. The Directors annually elect
two of the most intelligent of their own body
to be their President and Vice-President,. who
are called Chairman and Deputy Chajrman ; and
these two gentlemen may be said to represent
the Company; ‘as, although they occasionally call
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on the other Directors to assist them with their
advice, they have in general determined on the
measure before they propose it to the court.
It is evident, that to.fill such a situation with
ptopriety, requires a person of very.superiot
understanding; and well conversant in all kinds
of business, and that therefore only a few of
‘the Directors can’ aspire to this honour: some
of them never "attain to the digtity, and others
are sometimes elected several years successively.
The Directors most esteemed for their abilities,
_ during my residence. in England, and to whom
the office of /Chairman had generally fallen,
were, Mr. H. [-=s, D.S—t,.S. Le—h, and
G-——t I had the honour of being known to
all these gentlemen but had little acquamtance
‘ with any of ‘the other Directors, except Sir
T; M——e, and Mr P——n, who has lately
“been elected. ‘

The" proprietors  of East-India ‘s_tock .are
of all ranks and professions ; and some of them

are. such low peop[e that they do not presume
X 2 :



308 . THE TRAVELS OF

to sit in the presence of their own deputies.
They attend twice a year at the India House,
to receive their dividé’;ids, or to give their votes,
when - called on,‘ for the election of a new
Director. They have nothing further to do
with the business of the Company.

The India House is a very extensive and’
superb building, and contains an immense nim-
ber of apartments, for all the public offices.
It is situated in the city, and, includihg the -
warehouses, is not less than a mile in circum-
ference. Here all the business of the Company . -
is transacted. The Chairman and his Deputyﬂ
attend every day in the week, except Sunday ;
and the other Directors assemble once, twice,
pr' three times in the week, according to the
quantity and nature of the 'business that is

transacting.

In consequence of the supposed misconduct,
or neglect, of the Company, or their Governors,

abroad, his:Majesty’s Ministers, some years
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ago, deemed it adv1sab1e to create a Board
of Controul, to superintend and dlrect the
dff'axrs of the Company “This Board is invested
with great powers,” arid frequently opposes’the
measures of the Directors: it” examines all
their accounts, and controuls all their co;'re-,
spondence. The Company cannot now send
out any order or letter to their Governors, un-
less sanctioned by this Board; and, as the
President is always one of his Majesty’s- Mini-
sters, no step of importance can be taken, or
any new measure adopted, without being known
to Government. S

" It nevertheless sometimes happens, that
-measures sanctioned both by the ’Court'lof 'Di-
rectors and the Board of Controul are brought
" under the cognizance of Parliament. Thus Lord
C————s depriving the heir of the Nabob

of the Carnatic of 'his powers, and the assump-

tion of part of- the territory of Oude by Lord,

w.
" both in the House of Lords apd of Commons ;

-y, have been severely ammadverted on,
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, hor is it yet known how the business will be
decided. ‘

When I first arrived in England, several of
the Directors imagined that-I had been sent,
as an agent, by some of the Princes of India,
to comp]ain'z{gainst their servants. They were
therefore, for some time, very distrustful, and
reserved in their conduct ; but after they were

«convinced of their error, they received me
kindly, and paid me much attention.

I have before mentioned, that London is
composed of three towns; viz. the City, West-
minster, and the Borbﬁgh. ‘The former was,
many years ago, a walled or fortified town; is
the residence of the principal merchants in

- England; and is still governed by a particular
jurisdiction of its own. = The ruler or gover-
nor of the city is called the Lord Mayor: 'he
is endowed with great authority, and governs
his own' dominions as a sovereign. If I have

been rightly informed, the constitution of the
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city is nearlj as follows. _Evel:y person who has
served his regular apprenticeship, or possesses
certain property within the walls, is a freeman
of the city. At stated periods, the freemen
elect a number of persons, to be the organ or
channel of their opinions, who are called Livery-
men : these select twenty-four of their number
to be Aldermen, who hold their situation for
life, and each of whom is magistrate of a
particular ward or district of the city: he is
answerable -for its police, and has the power -
of calling any number of the Livery or free-
men of his ward to his assistance, either to
_ consult them, or to quell any disturbance. . At
his tribunal all the petty disputes of the district
are adjusted. The mode of electing the Lord
Mayor is this: On a particular day in the year,
all the Livery-men assemble in a large build-
ing, called the Common Hall, where, having
canvassed the merits of all the Aldermen, they
select the names of two, and send them up to
the Court of Aldermen, which is then sitting,
who are obliged to’elect €ne of the persons
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named by thaLwery, as- the Lord. Mayor for
the ensumg year.

The: Ldrd Mayor ‘is the chief- magistrate
| “of -the city, and presides daily in a court of
justice.. He has two assistants; called Sheriffs, -
and a great number of officers, under him. He
is allowed a superb palace tq reside in, and
has a number of horses, servants, &c. kept for
him at the public. expense. One of his prero-
. gatives is, that 1o, body of soldiers or armed
men shall pass through the. city, without his
permission :. and alé_hough, his boundaries are
'd‘ivide;d from Westminster, or the King’s Town,
only by an old gateway, his Majesty never |
enters the city without giving information to
the Lord Mayor, who, on all occasions of state
or ceremony, meets the ng at the gate, and
-makes an offer of the keys of the city : “he
then joins his Majesty’s retinué, and aceom-

panies him wherever he is going.-

.The annual election of the Lord Mayor
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is celebrated, ‘by-the ‘inhabitants -of the city,
with_as much pomp and rejoicing ‘as" is*ob-
served in Westminster on' the ° atiniversary of
- the King’s birth-day. ' At noox, the Lord Mayor;
dressed in his robes of state, and attended' by
all the city officers, embarks in a number of

* ~'splendid” boats prepared :for the"purpose,>and-

proceeds up’ the river; to’the great: hall of
justice: at Westminster ; where having taken
the oaths of office; he. returns in 'the same
state to the city; ‘and after having landed,
- he ‘enters his state coach, drawn by six horses,
. and is cohveyed' to vG'uildkhéll, where a din-
~ner is’ prepared for four thousand -of ‘ thé
" most respectablé” inhabitants of London, of
both sexes. : o

Some months after ‘my.arrival ‘in' England,
* Aldérman C—be was elected Lord Mayor, and
did ine the honour of iniviting me to his dinner.,
As soori as I alighted at thé door, fifty of his
lordship’s attendants, with 'spears-'and maces
in their hzinds: carhe to meet me, 'and a band
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of music at the same time commenced playing.
I was then conducted, with great ceremony, to
the room where his lordship was sitting with
several of “the King's Ministers and other

noblemen.

On my entering the apartment, the Lord
Mayor took me by the hand, and, having
inquired respecting my health, introduced me
to the Lady Mayoress, who was dressed as fine
as a Queen, and seated with great pomp on a
superb sofa. Although it is not customary, on
these occasions, for-the Lady Mayoress to re-
‘turn the salutation of any person, yet, in com-
pliment to me as a foreigner, her ladyship rose
from her seat.

~ The dinner having been announced, the
Lord Mayor again took my hand, and led me |
to a table which was raised a step or two above
the others. He then placed me opposite him-
self, that he might have an opportunity of
attending to me. His lordship sat on the



MIRZA' ABU TALEBR KHAN. 3153

right of the Lady Mayoress ; and on his right
~ hand were seated Lord G———y, Lord Sp-—-r,
Lord N-~—n, and several “other noblemen.
- On the left of her ladyship were placed the

late Mayor, and his family. The remamder |
of the company at this table consisted of the
Judges, Aldermen, &c. . ‘

* The table was covered with a profusion of.
delicious viands, fruits, wines, &c. All the dishes
and. plates were of embossed silver; and the
greater number of the goblets 4nd cups, and the
candlesticks, were of burnished gold. In the
course of my life, I have never seen such a
digpléy of wealth and grandeur. The other
tables, also, appeared to be plentifully and ele-
" gantly served ; '5nd, if T could judge from
the apparent héppingess of the people at them,
they were equally pleased with their entertain-
ment as myself.

- Aft.ér dinner, the healih of the Lord and Lady
Mayoress were drank, with great acclamations ;
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then the health of the King, and of the [Qixe_én';
after which, “ The prosperity of Lord Nelson ;
% and may .the victory of the Nile be ever
< remembered | was drank with loud ap-
plause. '
When the whole of this ‘company, con-
sisting of several thousand persons, stood
up, -and, having filled their glasses, proclaimed
the toast with loud "huzzas, it immediately
recalled to my mind the: verse of our Poet

- Hafiz:

Come, fill the goblets with wine! and let us rend

“ the vault of the Heavens with our shouts !

Let us overturn the present system of the Universe,

and form a new Creation of our own!

~ As many of the persons who were seated at
the lower end of the room could not see who-
were at the upper table, a short time _previous
to the ladies quitting the company, a petition
was sent to the Lord Mayor, to request they
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might be allowed to pass round the table, in
~small parties, His lordship, having asked my -
consent;, directed that they might do so. In
consequence of this permission, they divided.
- themselves into small parties, and walked round
the table: When _they came opposite to.Lord
N-

and the women' bent their-knees, . (such bemg

-n, Or me,: the ‘men stooped then- heads,

the English manner of salutation).- This mark
of respect they thought due to'Lord N:
for the v1ctory of the Nile ; ; and to me, for my.

supposed high ‘rank. This ceremony took up
nearly an hour; after which the. Lord Mayor
presented Lord -N——n, in the name of the
mty, with an elegant scimitar, the hilt of which
was studded with diamonds, as a testimony of
their gratitude for his. distinguished. serviges.
" His lordship, having buckled on. the. sword,
stood up, and made a speech to the Lord Mayor
and to the company; aésuring them, that, :with
" the weapon he had néw been mvested and the -
‘protection. of the Almighty, he would chastise

and ’_subdue all their enemies, -
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This interesting scene being finished, I
thought it was time to retire, and went up to
the Lord Mayor to take leave. His lordship,
however, seized me by the hand, and led me
up stairs to a superb apartment, where we
found the Lady Mayoress, and nearly five hun-
dred other ladies, riéhly dressed, some of whom
were as beautiful as the Houries of Paradise,
waiting our appearance, before they commenced
dancing. As few rooms in the world would
have held such an assemblage of people, if
furnished in the usual manner, - this apartment
was fitted up with long ranges of seats rising
above each other, (resembling the stone steps
of a large tank- or reservoir in India,) which
were continued all round the room, far the use
of the spectators, leaving but a moderate space
in the middle for the dancers.

When we had been scated a short time,
twelve or fifteen of the principal young men
present were permitted to enter the circle, and
to choose their partners. After they had gone
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down the dance, they were relieved by an equal
number of others ; and in this manper the ball
was kept up till day-light; and the Sun had
risen ere I reached home.

This was one of the most delightful nights
I ever passed in my life; as, independent of
every luxury my heart could wish, I .had an
opportunity of gazing all the time on the an-
gelic charms of Miss C—be, who sat in that
assemblage of ‘Beauties, like the bright Moon
surrounded with brilliant stars.

After what I have said, it may be unneces-
sary to }ep&t, that this young lady is one of
the greatest beauties in London. One evening,
I met her, by chance, at a masquerade; and,
as the weather was warm, she wore only a short
" veil, which descended no lower than her upper
lip. As our meeting was quite unexpected, she
thought she could converse with me without
being known ; but, in answer to her first ques-
tion, I replied, * There is but one woman in
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“ London who passesses such teeth and lips ;
 therefore Miss C—be may save herself the
¢ trouble of 'attempting to deceive her ad-
‘- mirers.”, This speech was overheard by some
persoifls, and became the subject of conversa-

tion, in the polite circles, next day.

END OF VOL. I.

R. Watts, Primter,
. Brozbourn, Herts.
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