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PREFACE. 

IN bringing before the public this book, which contains 
my view of Scientific Meliorism, I v\enture to deprecate 
classification with Lentulus, in whom "the various aspects 
of ' motive' and 'cause' flitted about among the motley 
crowd of ideas which he regarded as original, and 
pregnant with reformative efficacy .... The respectable 
man had got into his illusory maze of discoveries by 
letting go that clue of conformity in his thinking which 
he had kept fast hold of il} his tailoring and manners. 
He regarded heterodoxy as a power in itself." 

The synthetic arrangement of 'ideas that are not 
original, but the common property of the age in which 
we live, is the purpose I have had before me in writing 
this book; and if in it I do not prove to my reader that 
my thinking is conformable with the facts of life and 
the facts of thought around me, I shall have failed in 
the maj~r part of my undertaking. 

I shall deem it a success if, on the other hand, my 
reader is struck by the familiarity, not the novelty, of 
my views, and especially if perchance this book should 
bring to him, as its only revelation, the recognition of 
himself as Scientific Meliorist. • 

yve are told of George Eliot that" to a friend who 
once playfully called her optimist she responded, ' I will 
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not answer to the name of optimist, but if you like to 
invent Meliorist, I will not say you call me out of my 
name.'''· This appears (so far as I can learn) to have 
been the first use of the term" meliorist." 

In George Eliot's" Life," vol. iii. p. 301, I find that, 
on June 19, 1877, she wrote in a letter to James Sully, 
.. I don't know that I ever heard anybody use the word 
, meliorist' except myself. But I begin to think that 
there is no good invention or discovery that has not been 
made by more than one person." 

In the National Reformer for September 21, 1884, 
the able writer who signs himself" D." says in a note to 
one of his articles, .. The meliorist, as such, neither asserts 
that life is good or bad, but contends that it can be made 
worth living." 

In the article entitled .. The Great Political Supersti
tion," published in the Contemporary Rroicw of July, 
1884, Mr. Herbert Spencer has this passage: .. But if 
we adopt either the optimist view or the meliorist view
if we say that life on the whole brings more pleasure 
than pain, or that it is on the way to become such that 
it will yield more pleasure than pain-then these actions 
by which life is maintained are justified, and there results 
a warrant for the freedom to perfonn them." 

And in the second volume of Mr. Ward's· Dynamic 
Sociology," at p.468, I find the writer sayir.g," From 
humanitarianism it is but one more step in the same 
direction to meliorism, which may be defined as 
humanitarianism minus all sentiment. Now, meliorism, 
instead of an ethical, is a dynamic principle. It implies 
the improvement of the social condition through cold 
calculation, through the adoption of indirect means. It 
is not content merely to alleviate present suffering; it 

• )fig FAith Simcos·. artic:Ie OD .. George Eliot" ia the N;lIdemlll 
c-...y ra. lUy, 1881. 
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aims to create conditions under which no suffering can 
exist" To the word" meliorism " this note is appended: 
"The language seems to be indebted to George Eliot for 
this much-needed word, and if it is employed here with a 
slightly different shade of meaning from that which she 
originally assigned to it, it is at least one which is not 
only not supplied by any other word, but one which is 
in harmony with its etymology." . 

The dedication of my book was written some months 
before the publication of the "Life of George Eliot." 
The blessing of her personal intercourse was never 
mine; but had she not lived, my mind must, under the 
action of other formative influences, have shown a 
different result; and if my work has vitality, and takes 
its place as a true bud of the progressive civilization to 
which humanity tends, the roots from which it sprang, 
the germinal forces that gave it birth, ought, L conceive, 
to be made known. • 

Nor am I linked to G!,orge Eliot subjectively only; 
objectively also there are links. 

Into the delightful social circle with which' the first 
volume of her life makes the public acquainted I was 
generously and cordially welcomed. The dear friends 
of her youth are my valued friends; and that Mr. Bray 
did not live to see the publication of a work the 
prosecution of which he steadfastly encouraged, is a 
grave F¥'~sonal disappointment that overshadows its 
completion. 

As compared with the life of George Eliot, that of 
the Rev. James Cranbrook was unhistoric. Yet to him 
her words apply: "The growing good of the world is 
dependent on " such. "The effect of" his .. being on 
those around was incalculably diffusive." "That thin~ 
are not so ill with you and me as they might have been, 
is half owing to the number who lived faithfully a hidden 
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life, and rest in unvisited tombs." To Mr. Cranbrook I 
owe stimulus to self-culture. He gave me that inspira
tion to effort that comes from intimate intercourse with 
a pure and elevated nature, and that sympathetic 
instruction which makes study easy.· 

Our friendship renders a tribute of thanks to George 
Arthur Gaskell inappropriate, but if my .. Scientific 
Meliorism" is ultimately valued by any minds, they are 
entitled to know that physical debility and its consequent 
mental inertia would long ago have triumphed, to the 
relinquishment of an enterprise that entailed much 
labour, but for Mr. Gaskell's patient and persistent 
encouragement and aid. His thorough mastery of 
evolution philosophy has afforded me confidence in the 
working out of the details of my synthesis. Each 
chapter as it was written has been submitted to him, 
and every point of difficulty discussed with him. In 
dealing with the land question, and elaborating the 
retrospect and prospect of Socialism, hi. a,si.tance has 
been direct and wholly invaluable. The important 
central generalization of the chapter on .. The Land," viz. 
the causal relation between landlordism and civilization 
----1l generalization which is, I think, calculated to throw 
fresh light on the land question-was first brought forward 
by Mr. Gaskell, in lectures to working men delivered in 
Leeds, Manchester, and other places in the years [882-3, 
and published in the Brigltouse News of October 25, 
[884 The two generalizations, .. sympathetic selection" 
and· social selection," incorporated in chapter xviii., will 
be found by the reader formulated as law. of race in a 
correspondence with Mr. Darwin given as appendix to 
the same chapter. Also the contribution to Sociology, 
named .. the law of the elimination of evil· (p. 396), 

• The RC'Y. James CraDbrook wu author of U Crcdibilia " and H The 
F 0IIDd.,. 0{ Christia.Dity." 
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belongs to Mr. Gaskell. !twas arrived at some years 
ago, and is here published for the first time. 

I need only say further, that, looking upon society 
as a living, growing organism of vast complexity and 
incalculable capacity, I have tried to distin"guish between 
the forces which are antagonistic or destructive to the 
true health of that organism, and those forces, on the 
other hand, which directly tend to the creation of con
ditions under which "no suffering can exist." The 
possibility of evolving superior social conditions is, to my 
mind, a scientific certainty, dependent upon psychic 
effort; and since I am one of those to whom it is "a 
source of constant mental distortion : . . to go on pre
tending things are better than they are;" since I am 
compelled to admit that" life, though a good to men 
on the whole, is a doubtful good to many, and to some 
not a good at all," it seemed my simple duty to 
stimulate (so far as personal ability permitted) to this 
necessary psychic effort.' . 

" And here I make an end.. And if I have done well, and as is 
fitting the story, it is that which ] desired: but if slenderly and 
meanly, it is that which I could attain unto" (2 Maccabees xv. 

" 37, 38). 

Oclok" 1885 . 

• 
JANE HUME CLAPPERTON. 
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17S. 2So, 277. 300, 302. 326, 384. 
386.427 

--, the law 'of, 82, 87, 89, 930 
101, 173. 337, 386, 381 

Positivism, 5, 209, 249. 389, 396, 
408.415 

Poverty. the problem of, 37. 67. 
71, 97. lor, 174, 276, 437 

-- in America, 37, 263. 264 
Power, the love of, [49. 153, 159, 

]84, 294. 300, 379, 387. 399,433 
Predatory instincts, 17. 28, 42. 46, 

3SS.43
' Prevision, scientific, 396 

Prisons, 366, 368, 369. 37,4-377 
" Progress and Poverty I and Mr. 

H. George, 128, 129. 195, 249. 
250, 25], 38S, 387, 388 

Property, the love of, 122-129. 
267. 268, lOS. 33[, 332, 379-
388.433 

Prostitution, 58, 106, 144. 164" 
303, JII, 316, 318, 4ZS 

Psychic or intellectual force, 134. 
215. 247, 248, 381,390-392,395. 
396.39~ 4Os.408. 426 

Public spirit, 2Q4., 252, 253. 259. 
372, 397, 398, 400. 4IY1 
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Race deterioration, 266, ]01, 325-
33z• 334. 373 

-- regeneration, 332-342, 373. 
391. 428. 429 

Rngged schools. 76-78 
Ralahine Agricultural Association, 

239 
RatioruU Dress Association, 217, 231 
Recreation, capacity for, 53, S4t 

66, 103. 104t 110, 115, 144, 220, 
221, 279 

Religion, definition of, 417. tIS. 
. 420. 421, 435, 436 
-- of humanity, 249. 252, 275. 
• J44, 34S. 347. 392. 427 
--, the modem CODtro't'ersy on, 

413-417 
Rent, z50, 380. 382 . 
Revolution, the method of, 129. 

401,404 
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-- of man, 195-201 
Rousseau. the teachiogof, 167, 168, 
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School euminatiOll5, 35J, 354. 359-
361, 430, 431 

-- temu and holidays, 361, J62 
School., day, :z68" 269, 294, 349-

352,430 
--, public, 347, 349. lSS, 359 
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'59. 173, 179. 222. 2JJ, JOB. 
]10, 322 
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Ses:ual instinct, 95. 96. 98. II" 
J6g, 172-181, ,8], 193. 303. 
J04, PI, 334. 339, 341, 37J, 428 

SIn..", 379, JIl5, 397 
Smoking, J29 
Social equality, "2, l29. I J8, 156, 

198, 210, 250, 260, 284). ~. 
395- ]96, ..pl, 402. 403. 426; 01 
50,112., Iso. ISS. 162, 165. 187, 
.88, 221, '3J, 299. ]CO, 3.6,435 

Social evolution, the order of, 407, 
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-- intercoane- 2[9-24,3, 265. 
26g, 27J, 291. 29J, 307. 322, 
428 

--lifC. cpa1i6cati<-. for superior, 
29J, -. J22, 35' • J88. 3911. 
428-430 
~ 30, 36. 247~ 28J, 

285. 292, 391-408. 430. 433; 
de6nitioo 01, P, 3'11, 4YJ 
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Stirpiculture. S. EngeniCA. 
Story·bookA, evil c«ect of lOme, 

21-230 48, 431 
Struggle (or '1lCCeII, 112, II), 115. 

.. '" 277 Student marriagew, 307-3'0 
Subjection of women, 147. '50-'52, 

16,3, 179,221, 224, lOS, 34S, 43S 
SurvivaLo{the unfit, 72-741 90, 91, 

117, 30', 32r332, 339, 373, 434 
Sympathetic selection, 72, 90, 96, 

117, 32S, 326, 336-342,429. 434 
Sympathy with the young, '47, -48, 

351• 3550 359. 360 
Syphilis, mortality from, J28 

T 
Tame, H., '04 
Taxation cumulative on incoma. 

4OJ, 435 
Tea-drinking, 5S 
Teeth. degmeTacy al tbe. 3250 J27 
Thrift. 60-62, 75. '23. 267, 270, 345 
Trades unions, 43. 211, 2'. 
Tribet, anwarlike, '.1. ..... ...". 4', 

'22, 123 
Truth, the me of, '34-137. 's', 

162, 185. 'fl. 303. 393 
Tyt.berlyOl' Queeawood community. 

.239. 2]8, 2086, 290 
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Unhzppinao • ~ of eriJ, 52. 5S, 

10rf., 106, 1'0 
Urutary H...... Sa AH<>cia .... 

Homes. 
U owarlike tribco. Sa Tribco. 
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SomerriIIo, Mary. '71475 . 
Slau: cdacatioo, 4OS. .p; I Wag ... 3J, 4", '4s, 12J, 128. 31Jo, 
-- ,cpa "00 of the degraded, 3b4 
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Wealthy supported by the poor, 
256,257, 384, 385, 387,401, 40Z 

Wolstonecraft, Mary, 240, 241 
Woman, uprise of, 43, III, liZ, 

130, 135, 160, 163, z88, 299, 
345.435 

Womanhood, the ideal of, 141, 143, 
ISo, 186 

Women, types of, 132, 141-151, 
. 161, 16z, 168, ZZI-224, 268, 273, 

297. 307. 345. 356 
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Young men, 110, 114, .151-159, 
177,178,184-187,208,220, 225, 
232, 283, 295, 307, 322, 347 

-- women, 110, 112, 132-139, 
141, 14:2, 145-165, 179-192, 221-
224, 229, 241, 242, 262, :265, 
273, 297-299, 30 S-3 IO, 315,316, 
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THE END. 
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