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PREFACE 

THE first of the Churches of the Reformation to hecome 
mi •• ionary was that of the Netherland.. The Dutch 
colony of New Netherland., in North America, lasted 
from the year 1609 to 1664. In 1628 the fir.t congre
gation was organi.ed on Manhattan I.lam!, now New 
York. That was the earliest to work among the Red 
Indian.. What is now known as the Reformed (Dutch) 
Church of the United States of America has, moreover, 
estsbli.hed one of the mo.t remarkahle mi.sions in Briti.h 
India, the Arcot Mi •• ion. In 1888 one of the elder. of 
that Church, Mr. Nathan F. Grave., of Syrac08e, N.Y., 
wrote to the late W. V. B. Mabon, D.D., Professor in 
its Theological Seminary in New Brun.wick, N.J.: "I 
under.tsnd there i. no Seminary or Profe.sorship of 
Mis.ion. in the United Stste.... The re.ult was the 
estsblishment, by that benefactor, of a foundation like the 
Boyle Lecture of England, on which, in 1864, the late 
Dean Merivale delivered in the Chapel Royal, Whitehall, 
eight lectures on the Conversion of the Roman Empire, 
and, in 1865, eight lectures on the Conversion of the 
Northern Nations. 

The writer has .elected as the .ubject of the fifth 
course of Grave. 1ectures, THE CoNVERSION OF INDIA.. 
This volume contain. a .omewhat fuller treatment of that 
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question, historically and practically, than was possible in 
the six lectures which he was appointed to deliver in the 
first fortnight of October 1893. But the book i. only an 
outline of the past history and of the process which i. 
going on before our eyes in India. 

The previous courses, on the same foundation, were 
delivered, in 1889, by .ix distinguished American mission. 
aries on their Own missions: in 1890 by Rev. John Hall, 
D.D., LL.D., of New York, on Missions from Apostolic to 
Modern Tim .. ; in 1891 by Rev. Arthur T. Pierson, D.D., 
formerly of Philadelphia, on The Divine Enterprise of 
Missions; and in 1892 by Rev. A. J. Gordon, D.D., of 
Boston, on the Holy Spirit in Missions. 

N APrER RoAD, MERCHIHTOY, 

EDINBUIWH, 13th O<bJiJ<r 1893. 
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APPENDIX 

THE FINDING 011 THE NESTORJAN TABLET 

THE'work of the JeSuit missionary, Alvarez Semedo, referred 
to on page 19, was translated into English and published in 
London in 1655.' It i. now so rare that we append that part 
of chapter 31, "Of the Christian Religion 'planted many Ages 
since in China: o.nd of a very a.ncient Stone Ia.tely discovered 
there, which is an admirable Testimonie thereof," which de-
scribes the finding :- . 

"When the Tan1.a.rs conquered OM:na there were many 
(fhrigtians who had sumptuous Churches, being much favoured 
by them, as appeareth by the relation of Paul ... Vendus. After
ward when H1JI11I.tnJ, endeavoured to regaine the Kingdom, and 
made warre upon the TotrlMB, the Moore.. tooke part with the 
Ohi,..,..., and lent them their assistance for the gaining of the 
Kingdom, and of the victory which they obtained, in acknow
ledgement whereof they were allowed to remaine in IJhMu>, with 
libertie of their Religion and of their M .. clw. The Ohriltians 

1 "The Bla:tory of that great and renowned Monarchy of China. 
Wherein all the particular Provinces are accurately described: .. al80 the 
Dispositiona, MllDnera, Learning, lAWN, Militia, Government, and 
Religion 01 the People. 'Together with the Traffick and Commodities of 
that Countrey. Lately written in [i,a,U,(m by F. Alvarez Sem6do. a 
Porl.ughua, aft.e.r he bad resided twenty two yeares at the Conrt, and other 
Famoua Citiea of that Kingdom. Now put into English. by a PenoD of 
quality. and illustrated with aeveral M'apps and Figures, to satisfie the 
curious. and advance the trade of Great BriUam. To which is added the 
History of the late Invasion and Conquest of that flourishing Kingdom by 
the Tartars. Wit.h I1D exact Account of the other affairs of ChiM, till 
thelle PTel8Dt times. London: Printed by B. Tyler for lolt." Crook, a.nd 
are to be lold at his Shop at the Sign of the Ship in S. Paul.I Church-
JU'I, 1655." . 
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inclined 10 the Tarlar., and they being overcume in that wane, 
the CAnmmu aJ.o were deprived of th.ir Ella,.., and oome 
being .lain, othero changing th.ir Religion, othe", 8ying and 
hiding themoeJv .. in ..... t placeoo, in a abort time, alia"". and 
memory of om Religion perished, 10 lhat it w .. not pooIible for 
no 10 dioeover anything, with all the diligonee w. DIed 10 that 
pnrpooe. 

"To conclude, w. ~ned very dill<ODIOlote in the midst of 
"" great darkn ..... when it plOlled T1w only /0 ... 14; ... 0/ IigAI 
10 dra .... ov/ If l/aio obonrriIio toiI.\ a ...., <kar Tal.......,. _ 
'M Goq<l Aad j/qvrVJud u..r. ......, agel .. ""': T1w lAi., /dl ov/ 
0. .... 

"In the year 1625. &I they were digging the foundation for 
10 erect • eertain building neere 10 lb. Cily of Sigllft/". the 
Capitall Cili. of th. Provin .. of X ...... lb. workemen lighted 
upon a table of lion. about nine palm .. Iong, and more than 
foure in breadlh, and above on. palm. in thick........ Th. lop 
of it, (thai is, one of the extremiti.., or end-, of th. Iengtb 
Ihereof,) end.th in th. forme of a Pyramid, abo •• two paJmea 
in height, and above on. palm.. breadth at the Bui&. On the 
plaine of thio Pyramid, there ie a w.n form'd 0.-, the 
extremiti .. whereof end in ftower-delueeo, after the ruhiou of 
that 0.-, wbieb ie reported 10 hay. been found grayed on the 
Sepulebre of the Apcstle S. no- in the Towne of Mdiopor, 
and .. they were ancienlly painted in E .. n>p<, of wbicb there 
are lOme yet 10 be oeen at thie day, 

• Tbio c.- ill _puled,.. it were, with c:eJ1ajn cIondo, 
and at the foot thereof were three T .... ..". lineo, each .."..;a;ng 
of three great !etten, being all IUCb.. are commonly DIed in 
cu-, very fairly graYeD; with the ...... oort of l.u.en ie 
engrayen the wbole s.perjit:i4 of the _e, .. aJ.o the thickneue 
thereof, the .. hieb __ ithalanding cWr.retb &om the reo&, in 
that lOme of the Iellen graYen thereon, are lorraine, neither 
.. ere they knowne here at the 6nl finding of iL 

"Sc:anely bad the C/o"'- d_ered and .J.oar.ood thie 
..-hIe piece of Antiquilie, .. ben euited by the fenoar of their 
aaturaIl -t,-, they ranne 10 the GOYernour 10 iii"" him 
notiee of it, .. ho being maeb .ivyed at thio ........ ~lIy 
come 10 _ it, and --.I is 10 be pJaeed upon a faDe PedeotaII, 
ander a -u Arch, _oined by pillanl at eaeb end thereof. 
and open &I: the Iidea, that it might be both defended from the 
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injuries of the weather, and· also feast the eyes of Buch as are 
true Lovers of venerable Antiquity. He caused it also to be BOt 
within the circuit of a Temple belonging to the BI11II1Ji, not farre 
from the place where it was taken up. 

" There was a wonderfull concourse of people to ... thia stone, 
partly for the Antiquity thereol; and partly for the novelty of 
the Btrange Characters, which was to be seen thereon: and as 
the knowledge of our Religion is at thia day very much spread 
abroad in ChiM, a Gmta-, who was a great friend unto a grave 
Christian MIJ7Idatoin. named £<0, being present there, p .... ntly 
understood the mystery of that writing, and believing it would 
be very acceptable to his friend, BOnt him a copy thereof, 
a1thongh he was distant above a month and a half .. voyo.,.., the 
Mandarino dwelling in the City of HIlJIMheu, whither our 
fathers had retired themselves, by reason of the former per
secution, whereof we Bhall speak in ito proper place. This copy 
was received with a spiritua1l Jubilee, and many exteriour 
demonotratioDB of joy, as an irrefragable Testimony of the 
Ancient CJMiItiAmity in ChiM., which had been so much desired 
and 80ught after: for no I .... was contained in thia writing, as 
we ehall shew anon. 

"Three years after in the year 1628 some of our fath ... 
went into that Province in the company of a Christian M~rine, 
who had occasion to go thither. They founded a Church and 
hotlBe in the capita1l City thereof for the service of our good 
God, that he, who was pl .... d to discover so preciolllj a 
memoriall of the poeeession taken in that Country hy his divine 
law, would also fecilitate the reetitution thereof in the same 
piece. It was my good fortune to be one of the first, and I 
.. teemed it a happy abode, in that I had the opportuuity to ... 
the stone, and beiug ernved I took no thought for any thing 
elee. I laW it and read it, and went often to read, behold, and 
consider it at leiours, and above all, I did much admire, that 
being 80 ancient, it .hould be 80 entire, and have the lette .. eo 
plaiuly and neatly graven. 

"On the thickn .. of the Bid .. thereof, it hath many Oh ....... 
letters, which containe many names of the PriuU and llVMpo 
of that time. Th ... are also many other letters, which were 
not then knowne, for they are neither Hebrew nor Greek: and 
(for as much as I no .... unde_d) they contain. the Bam. 
names, that if peradventure eome otrangere might not under-
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Btand the letters of the Countrie, they might perhaps he better 
acquainted with those of a forraigne extraction. 

U Passing by Couhine I came to OrO/llgamor, where ie the 
~ of the ArchbUlwp of Colla, to COJll!Uit about these 
letters with father A ntoM Fernanda one of our ooeietie, who i. 
very Bkilfull in the books and writingB of those ancient 
Christiano converted by S. Thtmuu. He told me the letters 
were Syriadc, and the very same which are noed there at thiB 
day." 

Forther acconnts of the Neotorian Tablet will be fonnd in 
NienhOff'B narrative of the Dotch Ea.t India CompanYB embaBBJ 
to Lhe Emperor of China in 1655, Engliehed by John Ogilby 
in 1673 (2nd ed.), and in Do Hald ... lJucriptw.. of 1M Empire 
of Chi1UJ and (''hilnae TariMy, of which an EngliBh tranolotion 
appeared in two folioo in 1741. 
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abject into a giTeu Dombt-r of pages ball beeu onderta.ktm aDII aceomJ>liJlhM 
10 ably and carefully that the dtliCrir4KrM, thou~h Def.:e:Marily brier, an: fo)) 
of interest. The whole book is eaTefnIJy and thoroughly plaboed.. The mar" 
are dear aDd wen arranged.. .. -TAe ErmwrniAt. 

~~ It is a lD&ITel of labour UrI condentatioD..'·-TM~. 

Short HIstory of ChriBtIan MiBBionB, from A hraham and 
Paul to Carey, J.ivinjOllone, and Doft'. Third Edition. Prite 20. 4Id. 
Edinburgh: T. and T. Clark. 1890. 

" Here we hue Dot only the history of an mVurioml, but .00 the philo
mph,., the ~~ the theory, the ntinnale of tht. deJ.ertmeot or the kinrrltJIB 
of Christ. The detaila of the Iftory of the Taritn,. m~Vm&. and the life aDd. 
wort of the world', mOld Doted and deTotI!I"l m*iobane-, Aft' waJ,hieaJly 
reeorded9 and &be .aafutieal iDformatioa giTeo .. partM_"Ularly IIJIefol aDIi 
tborough.. Tbe ~ of thill tittle .oIome _ill find bilDM:tr ... ~11 
furniAfted .. ir be bad. htmdnd .. oIamcs OD ~ a& h .. baod. "-TAe 
BriJiA tuId Pump Em~iud Reri'-1l6. 


