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+ Skilful alike with tongue and pen,
He preach’d to all men everywhere
The Gospel of the Golden Rule,
The New Commandment given to men,
Thinking the deed, and not the ereed,
‘Would help us in our utmost need.
‘With reverent feet the earth he trod,
Nor banish’d nature from his plan,
But studied still with deep research
To build the Universal Church,
Lofty as is the love of God
And ample as the wants of man.”’— ellow
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PREFACE BY THE EDITOR.

Tee public are indebted for the present volume to Mr
‘Rurus LerenroN of Washington, whose selection of passages
from his owp phonographic notes of Mr Parker's discourses it
has been my duty to see through the press. In presenting
them to English readers I venture to*make a few observations
on the “ Lesson from the World of Man,” which may be derived
{rom the phenomenon of such a series of orations as that of
which these notes preserve the fragments,

In Mr Félix Pécaut’s very admirable book, I’ dvenir du Théisme
Chrétien, he observes: “Truth, especially moral truth, ought to
be communicative ; whoever has found it ought to feel at once
glad and morally bound to share it with his fellows. I distrust
any religious idea which men keep to themselves on the pretext
that the times are not ripe, and men’s minds not prepsared for
it. If Theism be true, then it answers better than super-
naturalism to the wants of every soul, and consequently gives
more moral force and more religious happiness.” The battle of
Theism (he says again) will be won on the day in which one
theist lives up to the full measure of his faith; yet can no man
learn all that a religion has in it of power, till he shares it with
his brother and experiences its influence under the natural con-
ditions of social worship and common sympathies.

The lesson is one we meed in England no less than in
France, and the result of Theodore Parker's courage in speak-
ing out the truth which was in him and in uniting men in
purely theistic religious services is the corroboration of its
veracity. It is small marvel that we should hear, as the writer
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bas done continually, both from New-England and the Western -
States, “ Parker’s influence grows daily. It is greater now
than it was even while he lived.” Such seed as he sowed
could not but germinate in the ground of a thousand hearts.
Parker’s gifts were indeed great, his eloquence and the vast

Tearning which freighted it; but his fearless konesty was the
- true source of his power. He gave to his congregation his own

real thought;such as with hard toil he had dug out from the
mine; making no attempt to steep it in any solution of old
dogmatic phraseology whereby it might be coloured for popular
acceptance, but offering it as he found it, in the nature of man.
And the hearts of his hearers rejoiced to receive it. Bigots and '
pedants cried out against him in America, and timid and rever- -
ent souls, who are not bigots or pedants, sometunes murmur
against his books in England, that he broke too'.completely
with the past, and laid his hand too roughly,—not indeed on the
Ark of God,—but on the staves by which it had been upborne so
long, on the bells of the priests’ vestments, mayhap on some golden
calf or teraphim hidden beneath the curtains of the tabernacle.
But such charges refute themselves to every one who will study
his works, not in the short phrases which may be culled here and
there by inimical critics, but in’ the large aspect of a whole
series of sermons, such as those from which these notes are
taken,—sermons breathing in every page -a reverence for all
things truly sacred in heaven and earth, which we may seek in
vain to parallel among the writings of the most exuberantly de-
ferential of our divines.

The lesson I would draw from this book and the known
results of the great discourses it records for us, is briefly this.
Theism, when honestly and plainly set forth, finds clear response
in the moral and religious consciousness of mankind. No one,
I believe, can read these Notes and not feel that one after
another strikes a chord deep in our intuitions of the Good and
the True, which perhaps had never vibrated before, but which, once
struck, proves the most perfect harmony. The great principles
of Theism applied to each department of human life, to morals,
polities, history, science, nay, even to art and literature, every-
where bring out results which only do not startle us because
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they seem as if we must always have known them. This evi-
dence—which Coleridge made the ‘test of the veracity of the
Bible, and which applies to the Bible only just so far and no
further than the Bible teaches Theism—is of a kind to prevail
day by day more in men’s minds in proportion as they can find
such developments of the absolute religion plainly set forth.
‘We need books which shall deal fearlessly with their various
themes from the true stand-point of the writer, and not from
the conventional stand-point of semi-orthodoxy which our
moralists, politicians, poets, and even men of science per-
petually assume, to the partial concealment of their own con-
victions and the entire loss of that great good they might effect
by out-spoken sincerity. - What we want to know in England
at this moment is what each man and woman is really thinking,
not merely what each is willing fo appear to think. The
migery of mental and religious solitude which thousands of
young hearts are now enduring, would be changed to the hap-
piest encouragement could they know how many have shared all
their doubts and passed beyond them to serenmer faith. The
loss of warmth and power which the strongest of us must de-
plore, would be made up in a day could it be brought home to
us how all around us are men and women struggling like our-
selves to live a noble and holy life without any of those aids
which hitherto have built up human piety.

There are millions in our land who still believe in the old
creed under one or other modification, and know not, or refuse -
to know, that its foundations are undermined by the philo-
sophy, the criticism, and the science of the age. There are
thousands more who are aware of the dangers to which their
faith is exposed, but who honestly believe that those dangers
. will sooner or later be repelled, and that traditional Christianity
will for ever be the salvation of our race. To neither of these
classes of porsons does the lesson of Parker’s life and work-
apply. But there is a third class in England, in France, in
Germany, and America,—to how many it may amount, the Seer
of hearts only knows,—who do not believe in the old traditional
creed, and are perfectly persuaded that it cannot survive the
attacks which every day multiply against it, and which in
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time to come,—be it sooner, be it centuries hence,~must leave
it-among the systems of the past. Now neither these persons
nor any others imagine that Europe (or hardly even Asia now)
will ever bow to a new. Prophet or mew traditional faith, If.
Christianity be doomed, the choice of the future lies between
Theism as a Religion, or such systems of philosophy, Pan-
theistic or Positive, as cannot. merit the name of Religion at
all. He who believes in God, must also believe that mankind
will pever be allowed wholly to turn from His worship; but
none may decide that a period of darkness and atheism such
as the world has never yet known, may not be possible ; may
not even now be approaching. 'What are the human means
by which such awful desolation may be avoided, and by which
there may be substituted for it an era of light? How is
the tendency of thought during the next half-century to
be determined towards Faith instead of towards hopeless scep-
ticism ? How is the fire of warm religious feelings to be kept
alive in the hearts in which it now burns, but which lack all
natural fanning breath of human sympathies? How are the
children around us to be prepared for the great struggle which,
in their day if not in ours, must surely' come, and be provided
with such shields of invulnerable faith in God and Duty and
Immortality, as may withstand the fiery darts of scepticism ?
To all these questions there is but one reply. The way by
which the tendency of thought can be directed God-wards and
not earth-wards,—the way in which piety can be nourished in
our own hearts,—the way in which our children may be armed
for the future, is the same. -On every man and woman it lies to .
follow it. If we have ceased to believe in the traditional faith,
and ceased to hope that it can be permanently retained by man-
kind, then our plain and simple duty is to acknowledge that
we do so—to acknowledge it to God and our souls first, to our
friends and our little world ere long. It may be our influence
is great, it may be that it is so small that it seems to us utterly
of no account. But, great or small, our solemn responsibility is
to use it in perfect honesty and simplicity of word and deed for
the support of what we believe to be true. The trial is severe,
for it involves the loosening (if not the breach) of the most
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precious ties of affection with those who hold by the old creed,
and who too often will pardon the most grievous. unfaithfulness
to what they know to be our convictions, and resent’ only our
sincerity in acting up t0 them according to our light. But
such trials, great as they are, bring with them their reward, a
reward worth the loss even of the best of friends. If it be
true, as the philosophic writer whom I quoted above avers,
that no man can experience all the power of a religion till he
shares it with his fellows in social worship and natural human
sympathy, it is also true that neither does aly man know the
, = full meaning of his faith, or its power to support and bless, till
he has borne his witness to it—perchance with some sacrifice—
before God and the world.
F. P C

North Wales, Nov. 1864,



PREFACE.

Tuk last time that I saw Mr Parker, just previous to
his leaving Boston for the West Indies, in the latter part of
January, 1859, while he was making his final arrangements, not
only for the immediate voyage, but with a view to the possi-
bility of his never returning, I said to him that I should be
glad to publish a volume of selections from my phonographic
notes of his sermons,—taken down from Sunday to Sunday, as
they were delivered during several years previous. He gave his
cordial assent to the proposal, and afterwards alluded to it
several times in his correspondence with me and with others,
during the year that followed, while vainly seeking the restor-
ation of his health in foreign lands.

Shortly before I made this suggestion he had written to me
thus: “It has been a great comfort to me often to think that
after I have passed away some of my best things might still be
collected from my rough notes and your nice photograph of the
winged words. The things I value most are not always such as
get printed.”

The book was commenced long since, but, from various con-
siderations, its completion has been delayed until this time.
Since whatever of truth or instruction it may contain is as appli-
cable at this day as at any other, it is believed that this post-
ponement has not impaired its value.

The selections have been made from the sermons of ten years,
extending from 1849 to 1859, and embrace a wide range of
topics. A few of them have before appeared in print, having
been copied out for the newspapers of the day, at the time of
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