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PREFACE. 

r response to numerous demands from the public the 
third volume of the Present Day Series is issued 

sooner than was previously intended. It contains another 
addition to the branch of the Series devoted to the di.<:cussi.on 
of the Non-theistic systems of the day. Three new branches 
have been entered on, viz., the relations of Science and 
reyelation, the discussion of the authorship and eredIoility 
of the Books of Scripture. and Comparative Religion. The 
uames of the writers, who are none of them novices in their 
Jepartments, are a stdIicient guarantee for the adequate 
discussion of the topics entrusted to them, and the ever­
deepening interest manifested in the Series, and the ever­
increasing circulation, snfficiently attest the appreciation of 
this enterprise of the Society felt by the public. Testi­
monies from many quarters continue to be received, ex­
pres&Dg this appreciation. 
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