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May It PLeasE Your HonoUR,

The accused in this case stand charged with @ conspiracy to
deprive His Majosty of the sovereignty of India, ahd the case for the
prosecution is that they have sought to do that by means of a revolution.
Now the slogan, which most satisfactorily, to my mind, sums up their
intentions, is “Long Live Revolution.” A revolution ‘is ordinarily an

incident in time it happens. It is done away with, and it gives place -

to that brighter and better state of things which, any way in the minds
of its authors, it is déstined to usher in, But the revolution which these
accused have conspired for, and which they have visualiéed, is indeed a
revolution that lives long. It goes on. It is a continuing and almost
perpetual revolution. Now that is a point which I shall have to deal
with much later on. At the ' moment I should like to remove one possible
misunderstanding. This revolntion that these actused have visualised is
not & national revolution. It is'an anti-national revolution. They appear
to me to entertain feelings of hatred towards a very large number of
people, but it is reserved for those gentlemen, who are usually accredited

with working fon the attainment of Swaraj in India, it is reserved for these:

gentlemen to excite the particular odium of these accused. The Indian
National Congress is stigmatised as a-misguided bourgeois body, which has,
to be captired and converted to the peculiar views of these accused, or
else destroyed. Pandit Motilal Nehru is regarded by them as a dangerous
patriot. His son, Jawaharlal Nehru, is dubbed a tepid reformist. Mr.
Subash Chunder Bose is a bourgeois and a somewhat ludicrous careerist.
Gandhi they regard end dislike as a grotesque reactionary. In his life-
time Lala Lajpat Rai was stigmatised as being personally & scoundrel and
politically dangerous, while the late C.R.Das is written down as a
poltroon. Now the quarrel which these accused have with all these
gentlemen, who are generally looked upon as the Leaders of Nationalist
thought in India, the quarrel they have with them—and I am here using
a word dear to the heart of the Bolsheviks is that their ideology is all
wrong. They are striving, or at present are accredited with striving, for
independence in Ipdia. That is a hopelessly wrong ideology, according
to the views of these accused. Mr. Gandhi’s crime is enhanced by two
other considerations. He has the bad taste to have religious seruples, and
there is no God at all in the Mecca to which these gentlemen look.
Then secondly he had the bad taste, after having, according to them, fomen-
ted revolution to a point at which it was possible, to have turned back in
the day of victory, because of the horrors at Chauri Chaura.

Now T have stressed this point somewhat, becaunse it seemed to me
on reading the newspapers that there was some tendency to dub these
accused persons as national patriots. They may be innocent or they may
be guilty, but I think that they will agree with me entirely that there is
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no question of their being nationalist, and T fee! that it must be parti-
cularly galling to them that thisjdea should have got abroad.

Now the object in fact which these accused had is, I repeat, anti-
‘na.tiona,list. They would, I think, say it was international, but the two
words are really the same. Their object was, shortly put, to replace the
Government of His Majesty, King George, in India, and in its place to
put the Government of the Third Communist International. It might
also fairly be stated that that was in effect to substitute for the Govern-
ment of His Majesty the Government of Mr. Stalin as he is now called.
In fact it is the case for the prosecution that these accused are Bolsheviks,
that is to say that they aim at the Bolshevik ideal, and that they have
designed and worked to-instal in India the same rule as exists in Russia.

Now, giving the matter as much attention as I have been able to
do, it appears to me that to be a Bolshevik of unimpeachable character
you require certain definite qualifications to which the ordinary man does
not aspire. .You do not love your country, you are anti-country, you are
anti-God, and you are anti-family. In fact I think it fair to say thata
Bolshevik of impeachable ¢haracter is a&ti_—_evetyth'mg _which the normal
man considers decent. You have ruthlessly to hate those who differ from
jour views, and when the proper time arrives you have as ruthlessly to kill
them. And last, but by no means least, I think it is quite essential that
ygu should have no sense ogx’grp__czy,l;.

Now I have indicated, and I shall have to indicate more later on
this anti-country or anti-national motive. With regard to t.he point of
being anti-God I was much struck by a letter published in the “Pioneer
from seven of these accused persons. The reason for the letter is of
little importance, but to make them intelligible, let me tell you in a word
what happened. Motilal Nehru wrote a letter to the Pioneer in which
be stated certain things against the accused, or appeared to do so. He
subsequently made it clear that he did that by inadvertence. I parti-
cularly allude to the matter in that way, because 1 do not wish to enter
into the subject of dispute between them and Pandit Nehru. In answer
to Mr. Nehru’s letter they wished to make the point that the Red letters
which, as I read in the papers, are flying round India (I have not been
honoured with one myself) that the Red letters did not emanate from any
Bolshevik conspiracy, and the argument—and an excellent argument it
is, which they used is this. The phrase “God and the Soviet” which
occurs i one of them should be enough to make it clear that whatever
their origin it is not communist. I entirely agree there can be no God
according to the Soviet creed, and a large part of their propaganda is
directed to destroying belief in God, whether he be the God of the
Christian, the Jew, the Muhammadan or the Buddhist. The belicf in Him
is to be destroyed, and if and when the time comes that this reign
of destruction comes to India, I am sure belief in the God of
Hinduism will also have to be destroyed. All the religions of the world
have to be destroyed, according to these'gentlemen, and they have gone the
length not only of murdering priests and desecrating churches, but of
setting up classes for the young men and young children to preach to
them the gospel of anti-God. Now obviously any man with such a
mental outfit as I have indicated is not a pleasant fellow citizen,




A—

but I agree that nobody could be indicted for a crime for holding
these views. Any man is entitled to hold whatever views he likes,
however unpleasant they may be, but Bolshevism is not
merely an abstract philosophy. It is a rulgof life. At any rate its
disoiples have gathered from it a working rule of life, incidentally one
much to be reckoned with by those on whom it operates. There isa
definite objective, and there are definite methods by which that objective
is to be gained. Now in as much as we who appear for the prosecution
propose to argue that the agreement, the mere agreement to pub in
practice the creed of the Communist International and to carry out its
programme, ipso fasto constitutes an offence under section 121A, whether,
as we shall prove in this case, the programme has actually been carried
out or not, in as much I say as we shall argue that the mere agreement
to do these things is an offence.....ccevevevns

Counsel for One of the Accused:—

Before letting my learned friend proceed, I would like to point out
that he is_giving his opinion in his address which must be confined to
the statement of his case. He has in his own address a few minutes
back stated that it is no offence to be against God, or to show any
irreligious tendency. Has this question then any bearing upou the case?
I submit that Your Honour will not sllow  my learned friend to make
use of his own opinion in his address for the purpose of propaganda aga-
inst the accused. I submit that Your Honour \(zill stop my learned
friend when he goes into such irrelevancy.

Mr. Langford James —

I think it would be asking as much of Counsel for the Defence as
it is of asking a policeman to resoguise a barrister o know what the case
was about on the first day of the hearing and before it has been opened
by the prosscution. But I must beg that I am net interrupted in the
course of this address I have considered most carefully what it is nece-
ssary for us to prove in this case, and I do not propose to intreduce any
irrelevant matter. If the statement of the case is propaganda against
the accused, I am sorry, but I am afraid that the statement of this case
is propaganda against the accused but that cannot be helped. If the
accused have broken the law of the land and have broken it in a manner
which the publie may think is a grotesque manner, it is not my fauls.

Now your Honour, a large number of people, when you mention
Russia connect it with bloodshed and a ruthless reign of terror and with
the Gheka, (now, I understand, known as the OGPU). That is a diagnosis
of the situation, which altheugh it is somewhat superficial, at any rate
countains the germs of truth. I hope to satisfy you that according to the
programme of this body in Moscow, violence, bloodshed and civil war
is inevitable, and I should say that a reign of terror is unavoidable.
But as I said before, it will be necessary for us to go a little more
deeply into the matter and I propose to discuss as shortly as possible the
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_quigin, the ebjeckive, the drganisation, allu_l;c_xmthods,_ and tactics of
this Third International.

The origin need not detain us very long. Your Honour will
remcmber, as a matter of jhistory, that in the early part of the year 1917,
a revolution took place in Russia. At that time the Bolshevik Party
which means the Party of the Majority— it sounds a ridiculous misnomer,
bacause, as I shall show, they are a tiny minority, but the name comes
from a certain conference held in London, at which~— what is might call
the Left Wing of this Party was in favour of a larger programme than
the other Wing who were called the Mensheviks (Minority Party). Now
coming back to Russia in the early part of 1917, in fact in February, a
revolution was accomplished. At that time the Bolsheviks attempted
to overthrow the Government of the Czar and seize the State, and they
issued a very interesting manifesto, but in fact the revolution was
accomplished by people whom they now call the Social Democrats, and
who are associated in the minds of most people with Karensky and the
Government of Russia came into the hands of the Karensky group. The
Czar was deposed. Later in the year, in fact in Oectober, according to one

calender, and in November, according to another, the Bolsheviks
organised and carried through a revolution against the Karensky

Government and they otherthrew the Karensky Government and
seized the power themselves. In passing, it may be noted that this
Bolshevik body, which later came to be known as the Communist
Party in Russia, claims to have had in its ranks at the time of this
successful revolution rather less than 24,000 men. I have spoken of the
Communist International. It is not the same thing as the Government
of Russia oslensibly and outwardly. In effect it bas exactly the same
objective and exactly the same plan of action, and it is dominated by
exactly the same people. Now it came into existence in this way. In
the year 1864 there was established in London a First International,
that is to say an International of Labour. This International died. In
1889 there was established a Second International at Paris. This
Second International was in existence at the beginning of the Great War,
and it still exists. It has continued to exist and it is of some little
importance in this case because it is known as the Yellow or Amsterdam
International and from it has been coined the phrase to be Amsterdamed.
To be Amsterdamed means that you hold rational feelings with regard to
the labour question, and rationalization is one of the hated things in the
Communist International. I want to put it as fairly as possible, I suppose it
may be said that this Amsterdam International aims at the establishment
of Socialism according to its views by peaceful and constitutional methods,
whereas the Third International holds most strongly that no such
method is a possibility. In any case I will ask Your Honour to note
that there is war to the knife between this International in Moscow,
the Red International, and the other International in Amsterdam, the
Yellow International, and to be a Yellow man is a dreadful crime in
Moscow.

Now I have said that this International existed at the beginning
of the war. It was also in existence at the end of the war.

(Continued by B)
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Mr. Langford dJames (continued):

But by that time the Bolsheviks had captured the power in
Russia and their views, as I have attempted to point out,did not coincide
at all with the views of Amsterdam with whom at that time and later the
name of our present Prime Minister was constantly coupled in Bolshevik
literature. Therefore an attempt was made to found another Inter-
national in Russia and naturally and as a matter of course the persons
who attempted to found it and did in fact found it were this Communisf
party in Ruyssia which had by that time increased to a larger figure thanit
had been before but was still a very tiny minority. I think it is important to
bear in mind the fact that this Communist International was founded by
the Russian Bolshevik or Communist party which ruled Russia at that
time and that this Communist International embraced all the tenets off
Bolshevism and the views expressed by this Communist International are
identically the same as the views expressed by the Communist Party o
Russia. When I come tq deal with the organisation of the Interna-
tional, you will see, Sir, that in fact the Communist Party of Russia is a
section of the International and the Communist Parties of all other coun-
tries are also sections of the International. In fheory, the, International
can meet any where in Europe. . In practice it always meéets in Russia;
and it must follow as a matter of common sense that Russian influence
is therefore the predominant factor in this Internatioral and when we
come to deal with this organisation you will find that not only is it the
predominant influence but it is practically the regulating and controlling
influence.

Now, so much for, very briefly, the story as to the origin of this
body. I will now deal as shortly with the creed and objective. Now, it
may be said, I think with some truth, that the creed of Bolshevism has an
old testamen$ and a new testament. The old testament is the gospel
according to Karl Marx and is exemplified, I suppose, best in the well-
known Communist Manifesto issued by Karl Marx and Engels. The new
testament may be said to be the gospel according to Ulianovf or Lenin
which, I suppose, is typified, if you can find any one book better than
another- I notice Mr. Spratt selected it for the education of the youth-
in “State and Revolution”. Now, I do not propose to discuss at all the
materialistic philoshophy of Marx and his theory of accumulation of
surplus values. I do not'know whether anybody entertains any feelings of
love for this somewhat antiquated philosophy but it is unnecessary to go}
into it because Marx exists for the Bolshevik not on account of his
philosophy of accumulation of surplus values but because of his theory or
rather his theories as to (1) the class war, (2) the state,
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"
in practice, however much you may have it in theory, and it i3
equally clear, I think; that a dictatorship primarily means government
by one man and in any sense must mean goverment by a small compact
little body of men, d'bureau if you like. And therefore the theory of
the dictatorship of ths proletariat meant that some one person ot some
small body of people ‘on behalf of the proletariat should seize the
government. Much stress is laid by Lenin later on the point that the
proletariat had not got to capture the existing state and use 4t bub
had got to smhsh the existing organ into pieces and erect or seb up am
entirely new state-of their own. Well, now, the theory goes on-and
it may sound a little fantastic, at least it did to me the first' time
Y read it, and in fact it has proved to be quite impossible in prac-
tice,-but the theory goes on in this way. Ha.viné smashed the
capitalist state into pieces, having set up the new rule
of the dictatorship of the proletariat, you have than got to 2
transitional stage. This dictatorship of the proletariat is merely
transitional. It isin fact, of course, the substitution of the autocratic
rule of one lot of people, or what the Bolshevik consider the
autocratic rule of one lot of people, by the autocratic rule
of another lot of people. It is only transitional and the
millenium is to be reached when there is no longer any class in
the state at all. We are all exactly thesame. We are all t9 become
workers on the Bench. I am afraid that would not include your
Honour, at least not in their sense. I mean we all to become actual
workers in a factory or actual workers in the field. Then we have
got to the millenium of the classless community. And then what
bappens is this that the state * withers away.” It withers away. And
I suppose you bave no state in the millenium and everybody owns
everything or nobody owns anything, I am not quite sure which,
Now, that is the gospal according to Marx, put as fairly as I can
put it, and the important point of it, I think, is this, class strilggle
and the fact that this dictatorship of the proletariat is only °
transitional. The gospel according to Linin was concerned principally
with the capturing of power by the communist party, thatis to sa,y'
the setting up of the dictatorship of the proletariat, and with this
question as to the transitional stage. Lenin was a considerable
authority upon both these points naturally. It was he who led this
Red Revolution in Russia and it was be who directed the course of the
Government after the revolution was effected. To Lenip the substi-
tution of the proletarian state far the existing state is absolutelyn
impossible without & violent bloody revolution. He emphasised that
point in that admirable book that I told you was prescribed by Mr.
Spratt for the very young, “The State and Revolution” He emhasised
that point that you canmot capture power and set up the
dictatorship of the proletariat without a bloody revolution.
He says that it is the duty of Communists in all countries
to work steadily to bring about an armed uprising of the prole-
tariat to overthrow the existing system of Govemment and gseize the
state. Lenin preached this gospel both before and after the armed revo-
lution in Russia and this is the doctrine which is commemorated and
glorified on Lenin Day which is the 21st of January in gach year and on
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the anniversary of the October Revolution in each year, I say that
is the doctrine which is commemorated and glorified on those occasions
and thosc are some of the demonstrations which the accused boast they
have introduced into India. Now, I suppose that most people ure
acquainted t¢ some extent with what in fact happened in
Russia. These, to me, fantastic theories of Marx were pushed
to their logical conclusions with a ruthless brutality which must
mpke everybody in the world shudder. I have found in fact with the
accused a book which in its proper place I will deal with, called *“Bolshe-
vism, the Dream and the Fact,” And it is interesting to note that they
must have known what effect it had upon Russia, and there is no reason
to suppose that they did not. But this book gives a very lurid account
of the Red Terror. I will read you only two or three passages from
it. (reads)

Mr. D. P. Singh: what is the date and author of the book ?

Mr. Langford James: The author of the book is Edmund Cand-
ler, and the date of publication is' 1920, The passage occurs
on page 37. ‘

Mr. D.P. Singh: I that going as an exhibit in the cage?

Mr. Langford James: That is entirely for me to decide.

Mr. Chagla: Certainly not, Sir. It is not for my learned friend
to decide if he is going to put that as an exhibit.

Mr. Langford James: I will put this book as an exhibit.

Mr. Chagla: I have got a right to object.

Mr. Langford James: Now, Mr. Chagla, what are you object-
ing to ? ' :

Mr. Chagla: I do strongly objecct to the tone of my learned
friend. '

The Judge: Itis a matter more for me than for the Counsel to
object to a pa,rbicula',r tone, You can draw my attention to the
tone.

Mr. D.P.Singh: I dosay with great respect, I would draw
your Honour’s attention to the tone used by my learned
friend. when we object to a book which is being read by the
learned Counsel for the prosecution, the Counsel Prose-
cution says it is entirely his business. Surely that is not the
way to treat this court ? My learned friend might say how
it is relevant, how it is admissible. I do not see how he
can refer to a book which he is not going to put as an exhibit.

The Judge: But he has already said that he proposes to put it in.
He cannot say to the Counsel what he is going to produce or
what he is not going to produce at this stage. I do not
think it is any use going into details like that. I must trust
the counsel to avoid introducing irrelevant matter.

Mr. D.P. Singh: with great respect I would submit to your Honour

that my learned friend in his opening address can only
refer to a book of law or to a book which he proposes to file
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as an exhibit in the case. And if he refers to any book which
does not fit into either of these two categories then I submit
we have every right to draw your Honour’s attention to this.
The Judge: You can draw my attention to it. But I must ask you

not to interrupt more than necessary because: we can never
get on at this rate.

{. Continued by C )



Mr, Langford James :—

‘We are all sensitive this morning.

“What one cannot imagine, the physical and mental torture that
followed, the cold-blooded murder not only of the aristocrats and the
class that used to be called the respectable bourgeois, but peasants,
working men, priests, old men........ 7

This chapter gives a gruelling account of the horrible terror which
followed and which is defended by Trotsky in his Defence of Terrorism
as being a necessity and at times a necessary part of the programme of
this International. For us in this court however I think the more
important point is that this Russian revolution was a revolution which
had as its object the smashing to pieces of the existing state of Govern-
ment; and indeed did in fact smash it to pieces. If the example of
Russia is to be followed in India it is essential that, as an integral part
of the process, the Government of His Majesty as by law established
should be smashed in pieces. Bolshevism may be, as I belive it to be,
a festering sore on the face of Europe, a cruel and tyrannous sutocracy
masquerading under the mask of popular Government, or it may be a
paradise on earth. The hard fact still remains that if Bolshevism and

' that system is to be introduced into India the Government of His Majesty
must as a preliminary be smashed in pieces. There is no room for both
of them. Now, this Russian revolution, as I have already indicated was
carried through by a small and resolute body of men. It is not so
generally understood that the present Government of Russia is carried on
by a small and resolute body of men who, on their own figures, claim to
be only about one and a quarter million out of & total population of
something like 180 millions. In the rural Soviets, both village soviets
and district soviets, the peasants have a very large footing; in fact they
have @ majority. But gradually the proportion of communists increases
the higher soviet organs, in action and they are in absolute control of all
positions of power. The all-Russian Soviet is entierly dominated by the Rus-
sian communist Party. It is not a fact that Russia is a happy land peopled

i by Communists. It is a fact that it is ruled by Communists with the
help of the OGPU and the Red Army. The OGPU, which used to be
called the CHEKA, is the police force of Russia and it is entirely of course
under the control of this Communist Party, and by mreans of it and the
Red Army the people of the country are terrorised into submission to the
rule which is imposed upon them. This purposeful minority which I
have indicated governs Russia has its counterparts in other countries,
and they, as-I think I have already pointed out, together make up the
Comintern.
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Now I have digressed somewhat perhaps because I remember I
said that the gospel according to Lenin was concerned with two things,
the_capturing of the power and the transitional stage. I had dealt with the
capturing~of power but I left thé guestion of the transitional stage in
abeyance. Before I deal with this question of the trangitional stage
according to Lenin's ideas, I want to say a word about another matter
“ which is of extreme importance in any consideration of Bolshevism, and
- that is the peasant question. Now this doctrine of Karl Marx and Angels
was essentially applicable and intended to be applied bo industrial
. countries, s,uéh as BEngland and Germany. I think you can search
the writings of Marz through and find practically ‘no—if any very little—
" reference to the peasants. The theory does not lend itself to dealing with
peasants. The irony pf the thing is that this experiment should have
been tried in a country like Russia which is essentially a peasant country.
"1 suppose that if you searched the world over for countries which were
essentially agricultural or peasant ecountries, the two that would head the
list would be Russia and India. Lenin was consequently at an early
stage confronted with the difficulty of this peasant question. Now the
peasant is ustally a man who is of a very conservative frame of mind
He loves his home, he loves his country and he loves his God. 'In fac
he is prone to possess all those fallagious ideas which the Bolshevil
desires to root out. But not only that, the peasant usually bhas or attempt:
to_have a little bit of land of his own. And as a matter of fact ir
1905 in Russia the reforms of Stolypin had largely increased the possibility

~ for the peasant to have this little plot of land of his own. "Now L_@_nﬁ
diyides the peasants into five classes. The first is the agricultural prole
tariat. This group must be organized 'in independent organizations
separated from the other groups of the rural population. Then he get:

" to the semi proletariat or poor peasants. This group may be convertec
“ to the law of the'proletariat if the work is properly conducted by th
Communist Party. You have got the very lowest stratum which yor
"bught to be able to get hold of, and then you get the stratum which yor
" might with proper attention get hold of. Then comes the small peasantry
these are small land owners, owing or renting small plots of land which satis
fy the requirements of their families and they do not therefore employ wag
labour. In the transitional period of the dictatorship of the proletatriat thi
group may waver in its policy. However, if the proletarien policy is firml
“conducted, if the victorious proletariat deals sufficiently thoroughly wit:
the large land owners and wealthy peasants, this group in spite of it
wavering will on the whole be on the side of the proletarian revolutiox
Then you get to the middle peasantry. In the economic sense these sr
small - peasants - owning or renting small plots' of land which unde
capitalism as a'general rule provide them not only with a modest incom
but even with the possibility ‘of obtaining a certain superfluity, at least i
good years, which they can convert into capital and large fafms, frequer
tly rising to the employment of wage labour. The waverin
of this group “during - the period of revolution will' be greate
than that of the previously mentioned group.  Therefore, at les:
in the immediate future and in the beginning of the dictatorship of ti
proletariat, the aim must be not so much to win this group over as t
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this capitalist system ofwl,ea,ving the Kulak in the country and the small
capitalist in the town was sanctioned in the name of the new economic
policy. And asapparently the Bolshevik always gives everything a nick
name or calls it by initials, this policy was solemnly called NEP. The
best brains of the Moscow clique were commandeered to justify Nep. In
the very nature of things of course it was impossible to tell the truth
about it, but torrents of verbiage were poured out in explanation of this
new creation. For real successful obscurantism on this subject I think
the palm ought, to be awarded to Comrade Bukharin. His report to the
International on Nep in 1924 is a masterpiece of pseudo-logical balder-
dash. But I am not so much concerned with the nonsence which has
been written about Nep as with the inner and true meaning of this thing.
The introduction of Nep and the protection of the Kulak made it
absolutely certain that this transitional stage was to continue for ever.
They are never going to reach the millenium, at least not in our life time,
Comrade Zinovictt in Russia’s Path To Communism find some solace in the
fact that sids by side with the Kulak the Government is organizing the
horseless peasent and the batrak and as I understand him; at any time the
Moscow clique can stage a perfactly satisfactory massacre of Kulaks by
the horseless pegsents. But that is small satisfaction to the true Marxian.
I fancy everybody in the inmer’ ring now realises that this transitional
Government is a permanency for the simple reason that the Communist
State has proved to be a practical imposibility. It cannot ever wither.
away because it is not feasible that it should ever exist. Now of course one

_ cannot come to that conclusion without thinking that this is the chimcera
for which some two and a half millions of men, women and children have
been butchered by the OGPU at this dictation of these doctrinaire despera-
does. But it seems to me that the matter is of even more importance
from another point of view. - In spite of the fact that everybody now
knows that the millenium can never be reached in practice and in fact,
we have this monotonous bleating going on from Moscow in favour of
the dictatorship of the proletariat, the betterment of the peasant, the
the betterment of the worker and so on. And you will find that you get
it re-echoed from these accused who must have known just as well as
everybody else, or better because they had the whole literature,
that the whole thing is a practical impossibility, and- when we dea]
with the case I shall ask you to hold that all these slogans which
they have sprinkled about so freely are not used to benefit the worker or
the peasant but are used to push forward and foster this revolution upon
which they have made up their minds. It is not perbaps very material
to his case but as far as I can see this question of Nep has been the point
upon which there has been a good deal of quarreling in the Bolshevik
camp. I supose it is a matter of comman knowledge that Trotsky,
Zinoviaff, Xamenar, Radek, ....... , Bukharin and Tomsky have all been
banished from Russia by Mr. Stalin, and it seems to me to be likely at
any rate that it is upon this question of Nep that the real trouble has
taken place.

Now I have finished with the question of Lenin’s views as to this

transitional period. ’
(Continued by D.)
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.Interesting as they are, I would ask you not to let them remove
from. your mind the other point in which Lenin so strongly follows Karl
Marx, namely that the capitalist state must be smashed, not only in
Russia. but. all over the world: I will also ask you to remember the
point that I made that whether it be a fact, for I believe it is, that the
people who dominate the Gowernment of Russia dominate also the
Comintern, I say whether that be a fact or not, it is a fact that the views
and objects- of the Government of Russia are identically the same as the
views and. objects of the Communist International. By their creed, by their
convictions, by their constitution itself, they are inexorably bound to work
intensively and unceasingly for the overthrow of the British Monarchy in
England, in India and in the Dominions. Every Member of the Commu-
nist Party is definitely piedged 1o the task. Their outpost in the enemies
country. is the Communist. Party in Great Britain, and they have worked
to plant another outpost - here in: India. These people are the implacable
enemies of the soverignty of His Majesty the King Emperor. With them
there is no question of live and let live. They are quite prepared to live, °
but the deeree of the Comintern, which binds- the Communist. Party of’
Russia as a section of the Comintern, forbids them to let live.. Every
member of the Government of Russia: is & member of the Communist
Party of Russia, and is therefore & member of the Comitern and bound by
its deorees. It.is pledged to work for the overthrow of His Majesty’s
Government by any means in its. power, and:let nobody have any illusions
on this point.. Not. only is it pledged to work for the overthrow of His
Majesty’s- Government, that is quite a necessary preliminary, but it is also
pledged. to work. for the overthrow of what it is pleased to call the
bourgeois in every country including India, and though they may for the
moment use the national bourgeoisie for their own purposes, when they
have- done with it it is ruthlessly shown up, and it will of course go into the
limbo with-all of us, anybody who is not of the party. I don’t want your
Honour to take my' word only, my épse dézif, that this Government of
Russia is pledged to overthrow the Government of His Majesty and
regards that Government as its natural enemy. I propose to readto you
afew passages from a paper which is one of the publications of this body
and which with its flair for nicknames and short names he calls the
“Imprecorr”. That means the international Press Correspondence. T
propose to read to you a few passages taken at random from that paper.
Anybody who reads it will realise that it literally reeks with anti-British
propaganda, but I will only pick a few of them. I should like to explain
before I read them a point which I did make earlier .in my address, and
it is this. The Govermment of Great Britain, if it is ini the hands of the
Conservatives, for instance, is regarded-Mr. Baldwin or Mr. Churchill are
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regarded as being Hopeléss refotionari6s. It 1§ Ao gébd -Wiking breath
over them. Naturally you would overthtow them. But with the Govern-
ment of the Labour Party a,nd the Prime Minister, Mr. MacDonald, and
his Associates Thomas Clynes, ﬁeﬁdeison, étc., thié md,tﬂer stands upon
a different footing. These gentlemen s reg‘a’rde& a5 fraitord fo ihe ehudé.
The Bolsheviks believe guite rightly, as I suppose and hope, that none of
these gentlemen, whether in opposition or as the acoreditéd Ministry, would
plot and plan to overthrow Hiy Majesty rule. Yet that is what, according
to the Moscow people, they ought to be doing. They are called traitors
for not so doing, and they dre ddubed with the yéllow briish' 6f. Amsterdam.
If you will besr that in'taind I will just givé yow a few extraetd from
1994—95-<06—27—28; over 4 seriss 6f years. It éahnot be said® that
this is only & temporaty or locel madness. This is taken from Vélume 4
No. 41, dated I6th July; 1924; pige 409.

&

Eaxtract from Inprecors, Vol 4, No. 41, dated 16K Jilky 1994,
Page 409.

The situation, thereforé; is not-so simple. The' MacDorald Govern-
ment is still on a:rising' wave'of popularity. But if wé wait passively until
the tide turns, then: we shall: .have no need of & Communist Party. The
Social Democracy will go bankrupt any how. We are there to hasten the
process: That is the reason why our Party in England must alrea.dy reso-
lutely fight MacDonald now ix order that the masses when they at length
realise MacDonald's' true character they will know that we, the commun-
ists, told them the truth long ago.

In the year 1921 Lenin fought against Wynkoop and other “lefts”
of that time, over the question of commuiists' joining the Labour Party.
But in the year 1924 we are face' to face’ with' a new situation. A “Labour”’
Government exists, and MacDonald is in power. Therefore our little
group of communists must follow its historic path, They must ﬂrsb be-
come a mass party; and secondly begin to recruit workers into the party and
found a daily paper. ‘When one talks to the English comrades about this-
they say that is askmg them to wear a hat that is far too blg for their
heads, and they worry about how this hat will fit them. Thirdly, we must:
more thorougly permeste the rank and file of the trade-unions in order
to form a left-wing movement there. Fourthly, more sttention must be’
paid to the youth. Until quite recently there was no Young Communist
movement at all in England, and it is even now only ab its very beginn-
ing. Fifth, the colonial question must be attacked with a.udaclty, such
as befits Bolsheviks. Sixth, digressions to the right must be combatted’
wherever they are met with; election 'cdampaigns must be conducted
differently, the lines proposed by Rosmer must not be- followed; in thuir
propaganda they must ba prepared even for a break. That is the most
important problem for the Englishi Party. These' are the theories’ and
resolutions adopted by the Fifth Congress; and I am- reading’ from a
oopy of the 29th August, 1924, page 653.
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Eztract from Inprecorr Vol 4, No. 62, dated 29th . August 1924,
Page 653.

XV. THE CONCRETE TASKS OF THE IMPORTANT
SECTIONS OF THE COMINTERN.

The tasks of these sections are as follows:—

GREAT BRITAIN :

In view of the present world situation, Great Britain and its
possessions play the principle role, generally speaking, in all interna-
tional questions; hence the communist Party of Great Britain gains
fremendously in importance. To train the Communist Party of Great
Britain to fulfil its duties, is one of the most important tasks of the
Communist International. In its attitude toward the Labour Govern-
ment, the Communist Party of Great Britain has displayed certain
ideological and tactical deviations. In the immediate future, the Comnmu-
nist Party of Great Britain must concentrate its strength on the follow-
ing tasks:

(a) To support and encourage the left wing of the Labour Party
to such an extent that it will develop into a real revolutionary wing
within the Labour Party; to carry on intensive work within the minority
movements of the trade unions.

(b) To oppose clearly and unambiguously the so- called »“Labour
Government” of MacDonald amongst the masses, by exposing its bour-
geois-anti-labour character.

(¢) To lead the economic struggles in such a way, that the main
strength is concentrated on the creation of organs of the united front_
from below (strike committees, factory counclls) and to point out to the
working masses the political significance of these economic struggles.

(d) To carry out an active campaign for the creation of commi-
ttiees of Action in the factories and trade unions, in order to exercise
pressure on the so- called “Labour Government”, to compel! them to
carry out that part of the programme of the so- called “Labour Govern-
ment”, which the latter has ignored, namely, the nationalization of the
railways and mines, increase in the unemployment benefits, construction
of workers, houses, etc. Only if the Communist Party of Great Britain,
on the basis of daily needs of the working class, exposes the treachery of
the Labour Government, and if it tries to lead the broad working masses
into the fight on behalf of these aims, can it destroy the illusions of the
working masses about the so- called Labour Government.

(e) To lay specia,l empha.sis on the relations with the colonies, on

1mpenallst France,%and on the Experts Report.

(f) To begin a partienlarly careful campaign fcr influencing the
unemployed.
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(g) To direct its special attention tothe Internal development
of the Party, to gaining new members from among the ranks of the
workers, to the formation of factory nuclei, and further the Communist
Party of Great Britain should devote its attention to the communist
education of the members, to spread knowledge of the international .
labour movement.

Then there is an extract from the I. P. C., No.. 8, dated 22nd
January, 1926 page 113,

Extract from the I P. C. No. 8 Dated £9-1-96.

The movements now taking place at the very heart of the masses
of the British proletariat, the increase of left wing moods, which have .
found expression in the formation of an Anglo-Soviet Trade Union
Bloc, the formation of a left wing in the Labour Party and the sharpen-
ing of the struggle in the trade unions and in the Labour Party
against the opportunist policy of the MacDonalds, Thomases and Clynes
—all these factors bear witness to the fact that neither the bourgeoisie
nor the reformists will be able to strangle the growing Communist
movement.

It is essential in order to facilitaté their inevitable practical
bankruptoy, which enlightens the masses precisely after our ideas,
precisely in the direction of Communism. One must precipitate the
inevitable quarrel and conflicts between the Hendersons, Lloyd
Georges and Churchills, and choose correctly the moment of the
maximum disintegration between all these buttresses of sacred private
proporty’ in order to defeat them all in one decisive offensive of prole-
tariat, and oonquer political power "

Then Mr. Stalin on the 1st July, 1926, page 817 says:

Extract from the I. P. C. No. 50. Dated 1-7-26.

Finally, the working class of England, in order to be able to fulfil
these urgent tasks, must be freed from their present leaders. It is
impossible to enteminto a war against the capitalists when one has such
leaders a8 THOMAS and MacDonald. It is impossible to hope for
victory when there are such traitors in the rear as Henderson and
Clynes. The working class of England must clear out such leaders or
they will never be victorious.

Then on the 5th January 1927, Comrade Stalin gave vent to this
expression of opinion.



D—5

Eztract from Inte_:rnationdl Press Correspondence Volume ?, No. 1.
Dated 5th January 1927,

Our workers, cannot, for example understand why it has never
entered the heads of the British workers uptill now to take such
traitors like Thomas and throw them down into a well and drown them
(laughter). Everyone who understands our workers would realise that
the lives of opportunists like Thomas,” but even re-elect them to the
General Council and not only simple re-elect, but elect them
demonstratively. Clearly, such workers do not require to* have opposi-
tion camouflaged in the form of revolution, they do not object to
taking it ungilded. How is this to be explained? By the absence of the
revolutionary traditions among the British workers. These revolutionary
traditions are only just beginning to arise and develop, and there is not
the slightest doubt that the British workers will become hardened in the
revolutionary struggle. But until that hardening has taken place, the
difference detween the British workers and the Soviet workers will
remain. This explains why it is a risky thing for the opportunists in
our Party to come before the workers of the U. 8. 8. R. unless they are
camouflaged as revolutionaries. Herein, lies the cause of the “revolu-
tionary” camouflage of the opposition bloc.

Then there is a resolution on the situation in great Britain on the
3rd February, 1927. If says:

Eztract from L. P. C. dated 3. 2027.

The mining struggle has been no lsss potent than the General
strike in advancing the working class of Great Britain towards the
realisation of its historic destiny, namely, the overthrow of the capitalist
_class and the establishment of a workers’ dictatorship as the essential
preliminary for building Socialism.

These are the responsible statements of this body with regard to
Great Britian and its Government. On the 1st March 1928 the follow-
ing appears in the International Press Correspondence, Volume 8,
No. 12, dated 1st March, 1928:

Extract from International Press Corresppndence Vol. 8. No. 12.
Dated 1st March. 1928.

The Resolution on the British Question unanimously adopted
by the Plenum of the Comintern on February 18th, will find its place
among the most important documents of the Communist Ynternational.
That Resolution contains a brief but concise resume of the main changes
which have occurred in the correlation of class forces and parties in post
war Britain, changes which have become particularly crystalised during
the fourteen months which separate us from the moment of the cessa-
tion of the heroic miners’ struggle. On the basis of these changes, the
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Resolutlon points out “new tactical task of the British Party in the
struggle not only against the Baldwin Governménf but al86 against its
lackeys as represented by the. reformist La.bour Party and Trade Union
Iea.ders

. In the same yea.r, 25th J uly, 1928, pa.ge 706, Comrade Bucherin
said:

.Eztra_ct'f Jrom Intgrmtin}ml Press Correspondence Vol. 8 N_o. 39,
. R5th July, 1928, .

For the first time has there finy Communist Party of Japan,
which is now beginning to become & militant unit, entered the historical
arena. We are now on the eve of 4 growing Communist movement
in India, the chief sfronghold of imperialism—the Empire of the
_ British king. '

On the 5th Apﬁl, 1929, after saying that the soil of India is tising
in flames under the feet of British Imperis.lism, it goes on to say :

Esztract from the Intematwnal ol. No. 1 7/Press /éth April 1929 )

Correspondence.

The soil of India is rising in flames under the feet of British
Imperialism. The flow of the sirike wave surpasses the highest tide of
the labour movement in the earliest phase of the revolution 1921. The
rapidly growing Left Wing Unions enjoy the fighting support of broad
masses. Thousands of workers in BOMBAY and CALCUTTA are 1

marching and demonstrating under the banner of struggle for the
Soviets.

Extract from the International Vol. 9. No. .17 Press §th April 1999.
L A amakid

Correspondence.

Down with British Imperialism, the plunderer and hangman of
India.

Down with the Swarajists and other bourgeois parties traitors
to the Indian national revolution.

Down with the British and Indian reformist flunkeys, the agents
of imperialism.

LONG LIVE THE REVOLUTIONARY STRUGGLE OF THE
WORKERS AND PEASANTS OF INDIA.

LONG LIVE INDEPENDENT AND LIBERATED INDIA.
LONG LIVE THE INDIAN SOVIET REPUBLIC.
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The point that I makeis this. Nobody can have the slightest
doubt as far as I can see that these peoplein Moscow, whether the
Government of Russia or'the Comitern have deliberately plotted and
planned to overthrow British Imperialism, that is to say, to overthrow
the sovereignty of His Majesty. They may be right or they may be
wrong, but that is the fact and if you find a body of people in India who
say that they want to follow the Moscow road, that they wish to bring
into India the same rule as exists in Russia, that they want to introduce
the Soviet system into India, I say if you find those people saying that and
if you find them working to do that, indeed then it i3 not_possible in the
nature of things that they should be doing anything else than_plotting
and planning and conspiring tg _smash His Majesty’s_Government_to
pieces. That is the whole object of the Bolshevik and so intense is his

feelings that he regards it in the nature of a religious obligation that this
should be done. '

(At this stage the Court adjourned till Thursday, 13th June, 1929.)



E. COHEN
13-6-29.
Mr: Langford James (Cantinued)

May it please your Honour, I was accused of putting my own
interpretation upon certain matters, and I therefore propose to-day to
read to you certain passages from books which are the accredited books
of this Third International in support of the statements that I made
yesterday, or at any rate some of them. Now, first of all, with reference
to the objective of this International. I propose first of all o read
from the Thesis and Statutes of the Third Communist International
adopted by the Second Congress in July-August 1920, On page 4 of
that book, I find this:

“The Communist International makes it its aim to put up an
armed struggle for the overthrow of the International bourgeoisie and
the creation of an International Soviet Republic as a transitional stage
to the complete abolition of State. The Communist International
considers the dictatorship of the proletariat as the only means for the
liberation of humanity frorh the horrors of capitalism. The Communist
International considers the Soviet form of government as the histori-
cally evolved form of this dictatorship of the proletariat,”

And on page 5,—

“The new international association of workers is established for
the purpose of organising the common activity of the workers of various
countries who are striving towards a single aim, the overthrow of
capitalism, the establishment of the dictatorship of the proletariat and
of the international republic, the complete abolition of classes and the
realisation of socialism. This is the first step to communist society.”

And passing on to page 34,—

“The period of open struggle for the dictatorship of the workers
has created a new proletarian party, the Communist Party. The Com-
munist International émphatically rejects the opinion that the workers
could carry out a revolutiou without having an independent politi-
cal party of their own. Every class struggle is a political struggle.
The object of this struggle, which inevitably turns into a civil war, is
the obtaining of political power. However, this power cannot be
acquired organised and directed otherwise than by means of a political
party. This class struggle likewise demands that the general guidance
of the various forms of the proletarian movement, labour unions, co-
operative associations, ¢ultural education work, elections ete. be united
in one central organisation. Only a political party can be such a
unifying and guiding centre.”
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“For the overthrow of foreign capitalism which is the first step
towards revolution in the colonies, the co-operation of the bourgeois
nationalist revolutionsry elements is useful. But the foremost and
necessary task is the formation of Communist parties which will organisé
the peasants and workers and lead them to the revolution and to the
establishment of Soviet Republics.”

Then, to establish the continuity of the thing to some extent, I
take now therofficial book with regard to the decisions of the Third
Congress of this Communist International. And on the opening page
which is in fact page 2, I find this:— :

“The New International Labour Organisation is established for
the purpose of organising united action of the world proletariat
aspiring towards the same goal, the overthrow of capitalism,
the establishment of the dictatorship of the proletariat and of the In-
ternational Soviet Republic for the complete elimination of classes and
the realisation of socialism as the first step towards the communist
commonwealth.”

Then on page 56, the question is gone into as to whether you
can carry on this work legally or illegally, because it is quite well recog-
nised that in some countries any such work as thisis illegal, and I shall
quote in my favour the opinion of Mr. Clemens Dutt', a well-known
Communist and member of the Comintern, that in India it is illegal.

Mr. D.P. Sinha: Is it Clemens Dutt’s view on law that you are
relying on ? ’

Mr. Langford Jomes: I am.
Mr. Nariman: Will you accept all his views on the snbject ?

Mr. Langford James: On the subject of Bolshevism I accept
him as a well recognised authority.

“The party must be so orgtilsed that it shall always be in & posi-
tion to adapt itself quickly to all the changes that may occur in the
conditions of the struggle. The Communist Party must develop into
a militant organisation capable of avoiding a fight in the open against
overwhelming forces of the enemy, concentrated upon ‘a given point;
but on the other hand, the very concentration of the enemy must be so
utilised as to attack him in a spot where he least suspects it. It would
be the greatest mistake for the Party organisation to stake everything
upon a rebellion and street fighting, or only upon condition of severe
oppression. Communists must perfect their preliminary revolutionary
work in every situation on & basis of preparedness, for it is frequently
next to impossible to foresee the changeable wave of stormy ‘and calm
periods; and even in cases where it might be possible, this foresight
cannot, in many cases, be made use of for reorganisation, because the
change as a rule comes quickly, and frequently quite suddenly. -
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The legal Communist Parties of the capitalist countries usually
fail to grasp all the importance of the task before the Party to be pro-
perly prepared for the armed struggle, or for the illegal fight in general.
Communist organisations often commit the error of depending on a
permanent legal basis for their existence, and of conducting their work
according to the needs of the legal tasks. :

On the other hand, illegal parties often fail to make use of all the
possibilities of legal activity towards the building up of a party organisa-
tion which would have constant intercourse with the revolutionary
masses. Uuderground organisations which ignore these vital truths
run the risk of becoming merely groups of conspirators, wasting their
labours in futile tasks.

Both these tendencies are erroneous. Every legal Communiit
organisation must know how to insure for itself complete preparedness
for an underground existence, and above all for revolutionary outbreaks.
Every illegal Communist organisation must, on the other hand, make
the fullest use of the possibilities offered by the legal labour move-
ment, in order to become, by means of intensive party activity, the
organiser and real leader of the great revolutionary masses.”

And on psge 96:

“ Whatever the turns in the course of the struggle, the Com-
munist Party always strives to fortify the contested positions, to get
the masses used to active manoeuvring, to equip them with new
methods calculated to lead to an open corflict with the enemy forces.
Taking advantage of every breathing space offered in ordeér to appreciate
the experience of the preceding phase of the struggle, the Communist
party strives to deepen and widen the class conflicts, to combine them
nationally and internationally by unity of goal, and of practical
activity, in such a way as to remove the hindrances in the way of
the proletariat and lead it on to the socialist revolution.”

Then in the Fifth Congress a similar official account occurs :
Mr. Chagla: What has happened to the Fourth Congress ?
Mr. Langford James: Well, you can have it if you want.
On page 22, we find:

“ An unavoidable premise for the transition from capitalism to
Communism- the starting point without which the further evolution
of mankind is entirely impossible, is thus the revolutionary overthrow
of the bourgeois Btate, and the seizure of power by the working class,
which has to set itself the first and most important task of suppressing
the enemy and firmly establishing the new regime. The dictatorship
-of the proletariat—that is the most elementary pre-requisite for social
evolution,”
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~ And on pagg 26;——’

“At the close of the'open civil war, that is, after the installation
of the political rule of the working class; thé interests "and:mecessities
of the rational economic policy will be determined, and the methods of
war Commumsm are pushed asuie and finally a,bsoiutely discontinued.”

Tha.t 18, you must “have your armed revolutlon ﬁrst and tilen later
on yoq hope for the mlllenlum When Wa.r Qommumsm may be pushed
asxde.(

Then On page 36 there i an 1mp0rtant pa.ssage LT

“ leen 3 dlrect revolutlona,ry s1tua.1non, when the rulmg qla.sses
are more or less disorganised, when the masses are in a state of revolu-
tionary excitement, when the intermediate strata - are “{nclified to go
rover td-the' side. of the ‘proletariat-rthe party af the proletariat; is con-

I fronted with-the'task of leading-the masseg to; the direct attack on, the
‘ bourgebls state. ' This is'achiewed by the advancement of more, marked
" slogans and the increasing intensity of masg-movements, to wluchmuqt
be subordinated all brariches of party agitation and propaga,nda, includ-
ing pa.rhamentary getivities,; These comprise strikes, combinations, of
strikes and demonstrations, combination of armed demonstrations
and strikes, and finally, the general strike in conjunction with the
“highest forns of the direct military fight'aghinst the State-powsF of the
bourgeoisie. This fight is subject to military - rules; it - présupposes a
" military plan (the fixing of time and place; eto.), aggressive. operations,
" ¢nd - undivided ‘loyalty ahd: Beroism omithe- parti of the proletariat.
* pch aotions presuppose ‘the -orgamisation:.of .the broad; masses into
“ militant’ bodies, -+ which by their very foim should attract and. seti| irto
- iﬁb'tmn the largest: number of toilers:(councils of, workers - and: peasant

"'deputms, isoldiers’ s couneils; “etc.) . A pre-requisite.: fox: Ymtcmous :

tactics is propagandist work in the army!'dnd:navy.’l: - <.s .0y

* That is repea.ted aldiost verbahun I bhmk Ans ﬁhe«progra.nime for
‘1909 onpag962 i L e i

1 should th.mk tha.t from the oiﬁcxal st&tements of thls boay
there can be little doubt left i in the mind of a,nybody ‘that “their
objective is by means of progressive mass -demonstrations;; strikes

.. making ev‘erybody dlsgruntled and, usmg in certain countnes the

natmna.llst movements for t,he moment m ev1hence to stu- up_a.

s.etmn a.nd then to’ brmg a.boub a genera.l strike ‘as’ a* prelude to
ma.ss armed action. Now, in this connection 1 s'houid liké to quote
{rom a well known book “The gtate and Revolution™ by V. 1. Ulianev,
otherwise ‘N. Lenin. “This, I may remind you, 18" a book which is
recommended by Mr. Spratt for the study circles for the young.
Now, in this book you will find that Lenin deals with this point
that I was making yesterday of the state withering away. He also
desls with the question of how this power is to be captured. Om
page 10 he says:

— Page-
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»According to Marx, the State is the organ of class domination,
the organ of oppression of one ¢lass by another. Its aim is the
creation of order which legalises and perpetuates this oppression by
moderating the collisions between the classes.”

A.pd later on page 11,

That the Sta,te is the organ of domma.txon of a definite class
class dott tﬁocra.cy is never able to understand. Their attitude towards
the State is one of the most telling proofs that our Socialist— Revolu-
tionaries and Mensheviks gre no} Spcialists at all (which we, Bolsheviks,
have always maintained, but only lower mlddle class democrats with
a phraseology very nearly Socialist.”

Then on page 1%

“But if the State is the product of the irreconcilable character
of class antagonisms, if it is 8 force standing above society and
#separating itself gradually from it,” tbn it is clear that the liberation
of the oppressed class is impossible without & violent revolution, and
wmhout the destruction of the machinery of State power, which has
been created by the governing class a,nd in which this “separation” is
embodied.”

From page 21 onwards he begins to discuss the theory of Engels
with regard to the withering away of the State and he is combating
the views of another gentleman that that withering away means the
withering away .of the existing state. Certain Socialists had interpreted
Marx and Engels as meaning that the existing state, for instance, as in
India, might wither away. Lenin is concerned to show that that is not
the state that has got to wither away. The existing state has got to be
smashed in pieces and it is the new proletarian state that is going fo
wither away. On page 23 he saysi—

“The current popular conception, if one may say so, of the
“withering away” of the State undoubtedly means a guenching, if not
negation, of revolution.”- because if youare assured of the existing
state w1the.rmg away why should yon go and destroy it?

Later on, he says at page 24.-

“In reality, Engels speaks here of the destrnction of the capitalist
State by the proletarian revolution, while the words about its withering
away refer to the remains of a proleta,na,n State after the Socialist
revolution. The capitalist State does not w1ther away, according to
Engels, but is destroyed by the proleta.nat in the course of the revolu-
tion. Only the proletarian State or semx-Sta.f.e thhers away after the
revolution,”

(Continued by B)
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MARSHALL.
It comes back fo the same point on page 28:—

_ “Only a. revolution cen destroy the caplta.llst Sta.te v At the
bog;tom of page 28 n.nd on page 29 he sa,ys —

“We have already said above- a.nd shall show more fully af a later
stage that the teachmg of Marx a.nd Epgels rega;rdmg the me,qta.bhty
of a violent revolutlon refers to the ca,plta.hst. State. It eannot be
‘replaced by the ?roleta,nan Sta.te, the dlcta.toz'shlp of the roleta,nat
through. mere thher;ng away, but i m accorda.nce W1th the general rule
can only'be broughb about by a violent revolutlon, c

And then ) bit later:—

“The necessity of systematically ,fostenng among the masses
this and only this point of view ghout yiolent revolufion hes ab the
root of the whole of Marx and Engels’ tea.ehmg, end it is 1ust the
neglect of such propaganda and agitation ste.”

Kautsky was the tan who edwed the lash volume of Marx’ Das
Capital, but. accordmg to Lemn a.nd hls school he ha,d pa.ssed

“The substitution of the Proletarian fora cap;ta.hst Sta.te is
impossible without a violent revolution, while the abolition of the
Proletarian State (that is, of all States) is oply possible through
withering away,”

He is combating much the same argument agpin when on page
49 he says:i—

- “What Marx says is that the working clags must break  up and
shatter the available ready machinery of ghe Sta.te and not conﬁne 1t-
self merely to the taking possession of it.” .

On page 81 he says that revolution is undoubtedly the most
authoritative thing possible, and he deﬁnes what his idea pf revolution
is—

Revolution is an act in which part of the population forces its
will on the other part by means of rifles, ha.yonets, ‘ca.n‘non, that 1is,
by most authoritative means, and the conquering party is inevitably
forced to maintain its suprema-cy by means of that fear which its arms
inspire in the reaotlona.nes

On page 148 he goes back to his old theme I am afraid I find
him a little tautological ab times;—
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“Marx has recognized that when once the proletariat has won
pdlitical power, it must utterly break up the old machinery of the State
and substitute for it the new machinery and organise armed workers
of the type of the Commune. Anarchists on the other hand while
advocating the destruction of the state have no clear idea as to what the
proletariat will put-in its place and how it will use its revblutionary power
and they, even deny that the revolutionary proletariat has any necessity
to make use of thé State and to establish its revolutinoaty dlcta,torshlp
Marx insisted upon making use of the modern State as a means of pré-
paring the ‘workers for revolution.. Anarchists reject all this.”

N Well I thmk ab the end of the study eircle that the youth must
haYe had an extremely orthodox v1ew of wha,t revolutlon ‘wag and what
the aims of Bolshev1sm are. I’ have a number of pa.ssa,gesi here” bt
T think T will riot trouble Your Honour Wlth many more n thls pomt

There is an excellent book by the accused Dange in which he shows
a brilliant appreciation of the views of Bolshevism and the ob)ects of
“Bolshevxsm and in whick' he compares' the objects of Gandhi'with the
ob]ects of Lénin!" But I'think it'scarcely ' worth while to.trouble you
‘with 'that at ‘this stage: T mention @it because I am going to useit
later on. Thers is a passage 'in ‘the A, B, C of Communism, I think
~abpage 80. In tha,t there is a_ simile whwh points out that; wolves
gannot poss1bly lle down w1th the " sheep and that you ~ cannot
Rosslbly e‘:pect to attam to, the dlctatorshlp of the proleta,rlat
without a stern armed struggle with your antagonist. As T have said
>there are 'a’large- number -of other, passages which at the proper fime
:Iishall vend t6. you; but for the. purpose of indicating . what the case
ilig-1.do not think it is. necessary.to. trouble, you with a.ny thing furthcr
at present.
B (T T only a rough-of what I have found at passage from’ pa«e 80
of the A, B, C, of Communism.

L e ’I‘he dlcta,torsmp of the Proleta.naﬁ “For’ ‘the realisation of
the commumst system the proletanat must have all authority and all
power in its hands. The proletariat cannot ovérthrow the old - world

» upless.it has power in its hands, unless for a time it becowes the
rulig ¢lass.  Menifestly. the bourgeoisie will . not a.b'mdon its position
without a ﬁght For the bourgeoisie, communism slgnlﬁes the loss
of its former power, the lost of its * freedom ” to extort blood and
sweab ‘from workers; the, loss of its right to rent interest, and profit.
Counsequently the communist revolution of the proletariat, the com-

.- munist. transformation of society, is ﬁercely resusted by the exploxters
It follows that the principal task of the workers government is to
crush this opposition ruthlessly. Precisely because the opposition
will inevitably be so embittered, it is necessary that the

» workers’ - authority the proletarian rule, shall take the form of a
dictatorshlp Now “dictatorship” signifies very stnct methods of
government and a resolute crushing of enemies. It is obvious that in
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such a state of affairs there can be notalk of “freedom” for every
one. The dictatorship of the proletariat is incompatible with freedom
for the bourgeoisie. This is the very reason why the dictatorship
of the proletariat is needed ; to deprive the bourgeoisie of freedom;
to bind it hand and foot; to make it impossible for it to carry on
a struggle against the revolutionary proletariat.  The more
vigorous the- resistance of the bourgeoisie the more desperate
mobilisation of its forees, the more threatening its attitude, the
sterner and harsher must be the proletatrian dictatorship. In extreme
cases the workers government must not hesitate to use the method
of the terror. Only when the suppression of the exploiters is comp-
lete, when they have eeased to resist, when i6 is mo Jonger in their
power to injure the working class, will the proletarian dictatorship
grow progressively milder.”

( Thank Heaven for that !)

“Meanwhile the bourgeoisie little by little, will fuse with the pro-
letariat; the workers state will gradually die out; society as a whole
will be transformed into a communist society in which there will be
no classes.”

But all the people who have any property or stake in the country
they have all got to be either killed or ruthlessly ground -down and
brought into submission, as a pre-requisite.

Now I come to the question of the organisation of this body.
I have bere prepared a graph and I will explain to the gentlemen repre-
senting the accused what it is. ‘I have put on one side a circle which
is intended to represent the Communist.International or Comintern,
and I have divided it roughly into sections like the slices of an orange.
In those sections are the C.P.8.U, the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union, the C.P.G.B., which is the English Communift Party, the
W.C.P.,, the American Communist Party, the .C.P.F., the French
Communist Party. Of course it -is not to be supposed that these are at
all exhaustive. There are a large number of other Communist Parties,
all forming this body, which therefore is an amalgum of the Communist
Parties of the World, all of which hold the views which I have just
been reading out. Now underneath this body I bave put in a small
lozenge-shaped thing, the ECCI, which is the Executive Committee
of the Communist International. It on occasions expands itself into
the Plenum, which is the enlarged committee. On occasions it
contracts into the Prassidium, which is the smaller body. I believe
and I shall ask you to hold, Sir, that we have the honour of having in
our midst a member of this Praesidium. Now let me give you a hint
of what I believe to be the real truth about the whole of this matter. I
am sure that everybody has been accustomed, certainly in this
country, to large Committees which are generally called *“Shop
Window Committees”, on which you get all the big names. Then you
have & sub-Committee which is assumed to be doing the work,
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But then you have either one or two permanent Secretaries, who really
do the work. Now I think you will find that that is the key to this
Communist International. Underneath the ECCI I have put down
the Secretariat. This is & permanent Secretariat and the head of it
is Mr. Stalin, And that is why Mr. Stalin is virtually the Dictator
of the whole concern. He remains as the head of the Secretariat
and from that excellent position he has been able to banish
from Russia anybody who disagrees with him. I gave the names I
think yesterday—Trotsky, Zinovieff, Radek, Kamenar, Thomsky and
Bukharin. They have all gone because they disagreed with Mr. Stalin.
However that may be, here is this Secretariat and branching
out from this Secretariat, I have put downone or two -other
sub-Committees. They are really supposed to be sub-Committees
of the ECCI. For instance, there is the Org. Bureau, which
means Organization Bureau. We shall find it re-eched by some of the
accused in this case. “We have no Org. here.” Or, “The Oig. is
extraordinarily bad.” Well, this is the Org. Bureau. Then you find
the Ogpu, the Police, which is very important. Then the Agit. Prop.;
that means the Committee which exists for the purpose of fostering
and stirring up “agitation” and “propaganda” in favour of the revolu-
tion. Then there is the Editorial Staff. That is an important little
body because it sees to it that nothing except Bolshevik propaganda is
published in Russia; only their side of the case is to be
stated. An excellent rule of life if you want to rule! Then the
next one we have is the Oriental Committee, and as a special
section of that there is a Colonial Commission which
looks after our interests over here. 'There are 'several other Sub-
Committees, but I will not trouble Your Honour with them as they do
not really arise much in connection with this case. THen you will
notice that I have taken in a line away from the Secretariat, Bdzause
they are all under it, and put down on the right hand side of the paper
a large number, though not'anything like all of thew, of Internationals.
I have called them Affiliated Internationals but I should like to explain
what they are. Now, the first one is the International for the Revoluti-
onary Youth of the World. It is called the young Communists Inter-
national, the Y. C. I. It has another interest for us because the man who
was first in charge of it was Comrade Willi Munsenberg. Then there
is the Women's International. Then there is the Trades Unions
International -a very important one originally called the Profinitern
but now called the RILU. Then there is the Peasants’ International,
which was called the Kreslintern so long as it existed. I believe it has
since practically ceased to exist. Then there are other Internationals,
such as the International of the Intellectuals, the Teachers’ Interna-
tional, the Sports International, known as the Sportintern; so that
when you play football, for instance, you may be able to go on working
out the Revolution to come. Then there is another one called the War
Resisters International, because, although you may not know it, we are
the White Terror. That is not used in any Nordic sense. Everybody
who opposes these people are the White Terror. My learned friends
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there, and all of us, are making war upon this peaceful body in
Moscow, and so it is necessary to have a War Resisters International.
Now these Internationals play quite a part in the propaganda which
comes from Moscow. Let us take a case. Suppose you have a strike
of Textile workers in Bombay. Instantly from Moscow the Interna-
tional of Textile workers of the world sends greetings and money. And
I am certain that if you had a strike of the Hereditary Painters of
Spots on white Horses, then the International of Hereditary Painters
of Spots o white Horses would send greetings from Moscow and
money in support of the srtike. These Internationals I think exist
largely on paper, and they exist Margely for this propaganda purposes.
They are under the Secretariat, and I imagine they4vander from one
room to another or possibly stay in one room; they have a Board
Meeting of the Peasants and then a Board Meeting of the Sportingtern,
and then another one of the war Resisters, and so on. Now part of the
difficulties in the way of anybody who tries to track the Bolshevik to
his ultimate lair likes in the fact that they are constantly multiplying
these bodies. You will find upon my graph there, for instance, that
against the RILU I have put two bodies, which means that those two
bodies have been brought into existence and are farthered so to speak
by this Rilu. The two bodies are the National Minority Movement in
England and a - thipg called the P. P. T.U. 8., which is the Pan
Pacific Trade Union Secretariat. Now the National Minority Move-
ment in England is in fact that part of the English Trades Unions
which are an integral part of the RILU. You can compare the RILU
to the Comintern in this way. Whereas the Comintern isan
amalgam of the Communist Parties of the world, the RILU is an
amalgam of the Red or Communist Trades TUnions of the
world. It is difficult to put this National Minority Movement into a
graph, especially for an amateur like me. But this National Minority

Movement is not so much a child of the RILU as an integral part
of the RILU. Now the P. P. T. U. 8. is not an integral part of the
RILU but it is afliliated to the RILU, and I will show you very shortly
that it is & definite Communistic body acting under this RILU. Now
I have got here, the Report of the Fourth Congress of the R. I. L. U,
The date is July 1928. On page 32, under the heading, “The United
Front of the workers of the East and West,” we find this:—

“In this connection the Pan-Pacific Trade Union Secretariat set
up in the middle of 1927 which unites the workers of the most important
Pacifle countries acquires particular importance. The said Secre-
tariat to which are affiliated the trade unions of China, Korea,
Indonesia, the Philippines, Australia, the U.S.S.R., the left trade unions
of Japan, the revolutionary minorities of Britain and the U. S. A, ete.
is deserving of all support, seeing that it has placed the question of
lining up the workers of the East with those of the West on a practical
foundation. In partioular, extensive help must be given to the Pan-
Pacific Trade Union Secretariat by the workers of those countries
{Britain, France, Japan, U.S.A.), whose bourgeoisie have possessions in
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SAVEDRA
13-6-26.

I thought it had that badge. I noticed that some of the accused
here have on that badge, the badge of the Russian Revolution, the
Hammer and Sickle. Apparently not.

With regard to the National Minority Movement, although I
bave to prove these statements, I do not think they would be seriously
contested, the National Minority Movement is a portion of the RILU.
This is a Report of the Fifth Annual Conference 1928, published by
the National Minority Movement.

On page 7 we have this:

“The Nationa! Minority Movement and the Rilu.. It is fitting
that attention should be directed to the absolute urgency of inter-
national organisations. Efforts similar to those of the National
Minority Movement to-day have been made before, but with this
difference.  The efforts had never been on a national scale.
........ This can .only be possible with an international organisation,
therefore we are part of the Red International of Labour Union.
The headquarters of the Rilu are in Moscow. We are part of the
great world-wide International with Trade Unionists in 40 countries,
totalling 13 millions of organised workers, all aiming at the overthrow
of capitalism and the establishing of a Workers State,”

And in the same book at page 25 it says:

The National Minority Movement. This is & resolution on the
Colonial question. “The National Minority Movement, therefore,
is faced with the task of building up an alliance of British and Colonial
workers based on their common struggle against capitalist exploitation.
This Conference therefore pledges the National Minority Movement to
render the utmost assistance to the Trade Urion movements in the
colonies, maintaining the closest contact with them, and assisting them
to organise their forces. In particular it pledges itself actively to support
such bodies as the Pan-Pacific Secretariat, formed to unite the suppres-
sed peoples of the Pacific, the Indian Workers’ Welfare League, The
League against Imperialism, etc. On its part it will do its utmost by
means of the press to stimulate the interest of British workers in the
necessity of forming an alliance with the colonial people.”

So that from this statement, which is s statement of the Rilu,
everybody is asked to support the Pan-Pacific Secretariat, the Indian
Workers Welfare League, and the League against Impegialism.
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I wo'nt take up Your Honour's time longer, but I would like tc
satisfy you with regard to the Rilu. Before I give you the actual autho-
rities, I will state what the position was.

The Rilu came into existence in 1921. Tt was at the instance
of the Comintern in 1920 or 1921 that this Red Revolutionary body,
which is a revolutionary Union, was formed in Moscow. And the man

- put in charge af it as Secretary, was Lozovsky. He has not yet been
banished. The evidence in regard to that is first of ali"the Communist
International, which is a pamphlet containing the conditions prescribed
by the Second Congress of the Communist International for the admis-
sion of parties to the Third International, and the text of the Red Trade

-Union International. On page 9 we find :

“Zinoviev, President of the Executive Committee of the Com-
munist International has addressed the following circular to the trade
unions with a view to the formation of a Red Trade Union Interna-
tional.”

And on page 14, in the letter from’ Zinoviev, writing as Persident
of the Ezecntive Committee of the Communist International he says:

“We must set up in opposition to the Yellow Trade Union
International, which the agents of the bourgeoise are endeavouring to
re-establish at Amsterdam, Washington and Paris, the Red, really
proletarian, Trade Union International, which will work in agreement
with the Third Communist International.”

On page 15 he says:

“The Red Trade Unions should unite Internationally and become
an integral part of the Communist Intenational.”

This Rilu was started by the Communist International with the
intention of making it an integral part of the same.

Zinoviev's Report of the Executive Committee of the Communist
International for 1920-21 is the next document. On page 59 we have
the following:

“The Red Trade Union Internationsl. On the initiative of our
Executive Committee the Second Congress founded the Red Trade
Union International. That was something entirely new at the time;
we have now proceeded quite a long way on that path, Comrade
Losovsky has collected the data showing that more than 15,000,000
organised workers already belong to our Trade Union International.”

Very nice, very proper! More than 15 million Trade Unions
belong to it, acoording to this. All the Trade Unions of Russia were
rushed ,into it, whether communist or not, their Leaders being Com-
munists and their Leaders appearing at meetings of the Rilu. When
you come to other countries which are not communist themselves you
will find minority movements are small movements in the Trade Union
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movements of those countries. For instance, the minority movement
in England. Nobody belongs to the Minority Moveinent in England
unless he is a Communist. The result therefore is that the Rilu
consists of all the Trade Unions of Russia, and the Communists in the
cther Trades Unions of the world.

I have got here under the heading of “ The * Reds’ in Congress,”
the first meecting of this body, which passed certain resolutions. On
pages 18 and 19 of this book you find them passing these resolutions.
The usual “ Whereas® presedes the resolutions.

“ Therefore this Congress resolves——

(1) To take all the necessary steps for bringing together in the
most energetic manner all the Trade Unions into one united fighting
organisation with one international centre: the Red Trade Union
International.

{2) To establish, the closest possible contact with the Third -
(Communist) International, as the vanguard of the Revolutionary
Labour Movement in-all parts of the world, on the basis of joint
representation at both exeeutive committees, joint conferences, eto.

(8) That the above connection should have an organic and
business character, and he expressed in the joint' preparation of revolu-
tionary actions and in the concerted manner of their realisation both
on & national and international scale.”

If anybody after this says that the Rilu is not the same as the -
Comintern he will be speaking accurate verbal truth, because the
Comintern is one body and the Rilu is another, but in mind and in
objective they are identically the same, and they are really run by the
same peopls. :

There are other references o the Third Congress. But I will not
trouble you more. There is excellant work by the late lamented Tomsky.
He has written a little brochure on the subject which makes it
perfectly clear that the Rilu was one in soul and spirit with the
Comintern.

You will find upon that graph some other names. These bodies
are analogous to the International Communist parties. There are
also bodies like the P.P.T.U.S. which branch off from one or other of
these Internationals. Then there are other bodies which it is slightly
difficult to place. I mention three of those down below in the graph.
Two of them are the Workers Welfare League and the Labour Research
Department. The third is the League against Imperialism. The
League against Imperialism from its name flies its flag in the open, but
the Workers Leauge is a delightful body. It had to explain at one
time that it wasin no way connected with a religionus body, but
existed for the welfare of the workers. But the Workers Welfare League
aud the Labour Research Department have a special interest for us,
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because it was through these two bodies that the salary
of Spratt and Bradely were paid. The salary of Spratt was
paid through the Labour Research Department, while the salary
of Bradley was paid through the Workers Welfare League.
There was a terrible to-do at one time in regard to Bradley’s salary.
He was writing and telegraphing home about the delay. They had
not got the funds, and they had to wire off to Moscow about it with
the result that the salary came alongin due course. When we go
into that matter you will find that Bradley writes or telegraphs to his
brother and then we find a prominent member of the English communist
party taking up matter and writing to another prominent member
of the communist party in Moscow saying that this fellow is wiring
for his salary, Then we find another man ultimately sending the
salary along.. That will all be cleared up in time, but it is interesting.
These two bodies do interest us from this point of view that the salary
which the prosecution say Spratt and Bradley were paid (though not
always regularly) month by month, for doing this communist work of
the revolution of India, was paid through these two bodies with these
humble-sounding names. I am not going to spend much time on
proving now that these bodies are definitely branches and under the
thumb of the communist party in Great Britain. I hope to doso
perfectly conclusively before this trial ends, but I would like to point
out one or two things which give an ordinarily intelligent man food
for thought. I shall have to introduce you, as we go along, to a large
number of gentlemen, not inside this country, who have. for-
warded this conspiracy, but for the present it éwill be better to name
them as they crop up. Amongst them is one Mr. Clemens Dutt, and
the other Mr. Saklatvala, until lately a Member of Parliament. He
crashed in the last election along with other distinguished candidates.

Both Saklatvals and Dutt are members of the Communist Party
in Great Britain, and there is no question, I don’t suppose it can be
seriously suggested that these two people are not red-hot communists.
Sakatvala is the Secretary, I think of the Workers Welfare League, I
don’t know what Dutt’s connection is with the Workers Welfare
League, but let me read you a couple of letters written by Dutt to two
of the accused. The first is:—

Mr. D. P. Sinha :—Before my learned friend refers to any further
letters, I desire to state for Your Honour’s information, that
it may not be taken that we have no objection to the
admission of these letters. He is referring to certain docu-
ments, and Your Honour will have to decide at a later stage
how many of these documents are admissible in evidence.

My, Langford James:
That is perfectly fair.

On the 29th November, 1928, this well-known Communist C. P.
Dutt writes to S. V. Ghate and says:
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“This is just a tiny noteé to say how glad I have been to receive
your letters and notes on the mill strike and other information. It has
been of the greatest use to all of us over here and not least the Workers
Welfare League, and X hape you will ¢continue to keep us in touch with
what is going on. I have been away for gome time and hence my
silence, as far as writing letters goes, but I hope from new on tobe
writing to you regularly and will try to be of assistance to you as
regards booksz and so no.

"Can you ple&ée see that more than a single copy of the Kranti is
sent to ps—"

The Kranti is a publication by the Workers Party in pursuance of
their Conspiracy. '

" “As it is important for study and information on the movement as
well as for propaganda among Indians here. - Further, we do not seem
to have received any copies of the Young Comrade, and there must be
other literature also which yeu might be sble to send.”

There is not very great deal in the letter, except to show that
Dutt was keeping notes of mill strikes and he was so pleased to get them.
Dutt writes from the address of the Worker Welfare League of India,
and on the Workers Welfare Lieague paper. "What is €. P. Dutt, Com-
munist, writing from the Workers Welfare League for? The matter does
not end there. I may mention that not only does he write on the
Workers Welfare League paper, but he writes from the same address as
the Labour Research Department, and the Liabour Research Department
and the Workers Welfare League were both on the same premises at
that time.

On the 10th Junuary 1929 Mr. C. P. Dutt writes to Bradley also
from the Workers Welfare League of India and he says:

“Your reports and accounts of the mill strike sent to us (I suppose
the Workers Welfare League) and to the Sunday Worker have been of
great assistance to people over here in getting a proper appreciation of
the situation. At least to some extent they have been used in the press
and some reward is obviously due to you for this.”

Then he goes on to say this:

“The League (that i3 the Workers Welfare League) is busy
keepiug up its propaganda work. The old premises of the L.R. D.
have had to be given up asthe League expired and for the time
being we are situated in a little office at the above address. (The
address is 22. Great Wind Mill Street, Loadon, W. I.) So far we have
had no news of what took place at the T.U. C.at Jharia. We do
not even know what decision was taken with regard to the League.
T hope that the reactionary decision to cancel the agency cf the
workers Welfare League was rescinded, but I am very much afraid
that the Joshi influence has been very strong.”
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We shall come back to that in time again, but Joshi was looked
upon as being one of the Yellow lot who were retarding the revolution
rather than helping it on.

There is a considerable amount of evidence in regard to this
League, but I do not think it will require a lot of evidence to
convince anybody that both these bodies were working together in
the same cause and under the aegis of very well known communists.
These were the two bodies that paid the salaries of these two men.

Now I come to the League against Imperialiam. I should rot
venture to give my own opinion on the League, ifit were not
thoroughly reinforced by the opinion of people who know far better
than I do. Itisnot the case for the prosecution that' it is a body
which cotains none other than Communists. It is the case for the
prosecution that it is- & body which is definitely communist and
is doing - the work of the Third International under the camouflage of
being & wider body.

Now this excellent body was founded in 1927 and the Communist
party of Great Britain took part in the founding of it. And indeed
it was one of the last acts of the late lamented Comrade McManus
of international fame to help to found this body. This book is “the
Communist International between the Fifth and Sixth World
Congresses,” that is to say betwen 1924 and 1928, a Report on the
position of all section of the World Communist Party. Under the
heading of Great Britain on page 123 I find this:

(Continued by D )
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E. COHEN
13/6/29.
Mr. l.angford. James (Continued).

. “The party and the Comintern suffered a sad loss by the death
of Comrade Arther MacManus in March, 1927, Comrade Mac-
Manus was one of the founders of the party, its first chairman, and
also & member of the E. C. C. I. During his comparatively short life
he played an active and leading part in the revolutionary Labour move-
ment. From¥'the time when, in 1916, he was deporied as a leader
of the shop stewards’ movement, up to his imprisonment in 1925-26 by
the British Government as one of the twelve Communist leaders,
he was in the forefront of party activities. Almost his last activity
was to participate, on bebalf of the party, in the foundation of the
League Against Imperialism at the Brussels Conference in February.”

.Now, as I think I have tried to stress with regard to this Inter-
national, it .is likely that you will find the real power in the hands
of the Secretariat. Now, I venture to say that that was so specially
with a body where people come from all ends of the earth, as is the
case in the Comintern. The League against Imperialism is practically
on the same footing. It has members from India on it. . It has
members from the united States and from all over the world. Conse-
quently, I should have thought that it must follow that the policy of
this League would be very largely directed by its Secretaries. Now, who
are its Secretaries? First and foremost we come to Mr. Willi Minzenberg
Now Mr. Willi Munzenberg, as his name denotes, comes from Germany and
is & prominent member of the German Communist Party, the Communist
Party of Germany. As I have already told you, it was to Comrade
Willi Munzenberg that the youth International, the Young Communist
International was entrusted from its birth, and I think we can say
that willi Munzenberg is & true Red Bolshevik. I do not think anybody
is going to deny that. He is one Secretary. The next Secretary, whose
name I should pronounce Chattopadhyaya, is also, I hope to prove
to you in time bat not so easily as in the case of Willi Munzenberg,
‘I hope to prove to you that his heart is also entirely in the right
spot. Now, if you find this body with two Secretaries both of whon
look upon Moscow as their -spiritual home and if you have
had it admitted as I believe it to have been by a member of the Exe-
cutive Committee of this body that there are of course Communists
on it, well then, it is obviously a body which will welcome Communists
to belong to it, and if you ask it to do so, it will do the work
of Moscow for you. I may tell you, that the All-India Trades Uni-
on Congress is affiliated to this body and it was the work, I think, of
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the accused- I think they must be given credit for it- it was the work
of the accused that brought that about I shall show you
intime a letter from Mr. Chattopadyaya which says well, in the
circumstances, you know, ( I am not giving you his exact words) in the
circumstances placed as you are, it Is difficult for you to affiliate with
the R. L. L. U. Everybody knows what it is. why not come along
to the next bast thing—the League against Imperialism. You will
get just the same results”. .

Well, these are the two Secretaries and that is the oérigin of this
body. But, now, let mo call in aid Comrade Bukharin because I am
sure he knows much more about it. I am reading from Imprecor, the
30th July 1928, page 737.

“I think we aye not giving enough support.to the Anti-Imperialist
League. Some Comrades think that in gemeral this League is not
worth maintaining. In reality experience has shown something quite
diflerent. Bxperience has shown that this organisation has great
potential powers and ehances of development and we that we are doing
very litéle to help to release these potential forces.”

Now his. point was thit you are not doiug half enough for
this cxcellent body and Comrade Willi Munzenberg was of course
there. On page 752 he says this: “Comrade Bukharin is mistaken
when he under-estimates the activty of the Anti-Imperialist League.”
Naturally he was very proud of his own chil¢g. “Not only was the
Brussels demonstration one 6f the most powerful and grandest de-
monstrations against Imperialism in recent years, but the League
can also register to day some excellent organisational achievements.”

On page 857 in the debate. that followed Comrade Katayama, who
functions very actively on the P.T.U.8,, said:

“Finally, I want to say a few words about the League against Imperial-
ism. As Comrade Bukharin has emphasised in his reports, it is an urgent
necessity to strengthen this organisation, in order to prepare the fight
against war and to defend the Soviet union. The League against Im-
‘perialism has infinite possibilities before it, if proper attention is paid
to every section of the Comintern. The British, American and German
parties have done something in this respect, but this is not enough.
More attention must be paid to this part of the work against Imperi-
alism, specially with regard to the war danger. Experience has shown
that the League against ¥mperialism is able to mobilise masses for the
Anti-war movement.” )

Now, it has been quite useful my experience has shown it has
be>n quite useful for communist purposes. Well then comes the reply
of Comrade Bukharin on page 870 Comrade Willi Munzenberg quite
correctly said that we must devote serious attention to the mass orga-
nisations. The forms of these organisations are multifarious but
nevertheless we must take our positions in them. By the way, Com-
rade Munzenberg unjustly rebuked me for under-estimating the signifi-
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cance of the Anti- Imperla,hst League In my report I argued precisely
against the liquidatory tendenties of some comrades in ‘relations to
that League. Attempts are being made to give a theoretical basis to
these liquidatory tendencies.” .

Then he says:

_ “The opponents of participation in these organisations fear that
the smorphqus non-communist organisations will displace the commu-
' nist parties. These organisations.include the Anti- -Imperialist League,
the Unity Groups, the Labour and other deligations to the U. 8. 8. R,,
with and  without pa,rtlclp?.tlon of intellectuals ete. Some Comrades
are afraid that the communist party will be crowded out by these
organisations. Of course, to assign to these organisations a role by
which they would displace the communist party would be a betrayal
of communism. This is a self-evident fact. But who assigns to them
such a role? We do not regard these organitations as substitutes for
the communist party but.as a means for spreading our infldence among
the broad.masses. :Comrade Munzenberg said that Comrade’ Bukharin
because he is insufficiently informed has failed to note the great actions
of the League in Mexico.”

Well, I do not know what they are allading o but I:fancy that
the unfortunate Becretary of the Teague had to go off -to Moscow to
explain what he had done with the cash. 'Why he had $6'ge to Moscow
to explain what 'he had done with ‘the cash I.do -hot understand if
this is merely an amorphous body. “For instanée, I do not think the
League has done sufficient positive work in eennectian with the
Chinese question. In this ‘connection it -has donme -very little.
Comrade Munzenberg ‘knows better ‘than anyone else -the
organisational weakness ‘of -the League. I mention the short-
comings of the League mot becausel propose to deprive it of our
support but because I “want it ‘to 'be .supported. Willi ‘Munzenberg
alone is not to be blamed for this. We are all to blame. We gave
very little assistance to-the League. --We 'did ‘not supply the League
with'adequate forces.” :

So that Comrade Bukbarin takes the view that this is one of those
mass movements or amorphous bodies which are so useful to the good
cause, if properly used. And after that, is anybody -going to believe
that if people want Communist propaganda ‘done through this . League
or Conmxrunist help through this League, that they cannot get it? It
is plain that they can. .

Now, that is &ll, your Honour, that I have to say for the moment
upon the organisation of this body, and I ‘am serry if ‘]I have been
tiresome upon it but it is = little difficult to get hold of it at first blush.

I now come to the next point and the last with regard to this
Communist International and that is its tactics. I have said enough
I think to show that the best atmosphere in which this objective can
be obtained is @ revolutlona,ry ferment and I think it would be fair to
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say that, as far as tactics are concerned, the main object of this party
is to produce this revolutlonary ferement Now, you cannot do that all
at, onge. By luck you nght be a.ble to. But generally speakmg, yot'
cannot bank on doing it at once. A]so as you may seé naively stated m'.
one of these books, you cannot go and preach Commuhist’ doctrine to
people straight away. They won't stomach it. They. would get
sick. 8o what you have to do is to win people’s confidence by various
devwes, worm yourself mto various posxtlons Now, what yod need,
of coursg, for that purpose 1s a resolute little Pasty. * If y“éu camr have’
a lega.l Commumst ‘Party in the open, it is quite deirable to have it.
But it may be thojroughly undesn-a.ble that there should be' any such’
party and if’ fact impossible. In whmh “case “this resolute little body
has got to hve un&erground It has got to'tive” an- ‘lllega,l existence.
Now it i in one way of another is 'going to' leaven the whole hump and
the words that we shall find most usually used from that pomt of view
a.re “fractlons and nuclex : You have to get a fraction or a nucleus
fermentmg NoW you mst, for instance, put & nucleus into any legal’
body such as fhe All- India Trades Union Conference. Get your
fraction in there and let them go on agitating, wire-pulling, trying to
get everybody to their point of view. You have got to do the same-
thing with the Congress Party. If you do not capture them you have
got to kill them later on. And you may have to do it with Parliament
sometimes in countries in very special circumstances. Well, then,
you introduce your fractions into trades unions and factory committees
and you set up these trades unions you set up these factory committees and
increase and multiply them putting in little fractions here & there to leaven
the whole body. Everywhere the fraction has got to appear as the busy-
bodies. They have got to be very much in ev1dence, taking the lead
and making everybody believe that they are the best people, through
whom you can really get something done. And so in the very early
stages you have got to have partial demands,~your demands on behalf
of the workmen-perfectly reasonable sort of things. A little more pay,
a little less work, a little more beer. And you agitate for these thlngs
and gradually they say: Awfully good fellow this. i

k

You are to iéa.d them on the right lines. In "fact, you capture
their affections first. Well then, along side of all that, you have got to
have your regular propaganda going on in newsp@perg and pamphlets,
speeches, demonstrations; such as Lenin Day, demonstrations in favour
of Lenin, of the Russian Revolution, ahd of those two Communist
heroes—Sacco and Vanzetti, Many men have been put to death justly
or unjustly in this world and T will assume for the purposes of argu-
ment that the patting to death of Sacco and Vanzetti was wrong.
But they are glorified because they are heroes for the creed. Just as
Lenin is glorified because he led the great revolution and just as
October day is glorified because it was a bloody bath of the bourgeoisie.
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Then you have to pay special attention to educating people pri-
vately. Sbudy circles have to be set up for the wﬂlmg Jearner. - Youth
Leagues are ost important. I gather that women are also important
after all Mr. Spratt has done wonders gince he has been in India
according to the prosecution case. He cannot do everything at once.
If he turned his attention to the youth before attendmg to the women
he ‘probably knew hls_own business best. Well, now,+ that is the
general scheme . of tactics. But when you come to ‘the colonies, you
have over and above that a speclal line to_consider. You are likely to
find in a country like India (Whlch is grouped under‘the heading of

colonies) you may find a source of discontent and troubls and posmble'

revolution in for instance a nationalist party with aspirations which

have nothing whatever to do with the aspirations of these Commumsts

but still all tending to be “agin the Government’ and giving'an oppor-
tunity of creating trouble. Well, now, what you have to do in these
circumstances is laid down very carefully. You make friends of these
people outwardly you make use of them to go on fermenting your
revolution. You go on abusing them behind their backs all the time
to the workers explaining that they are no use and when the time
comes you ruthlessly show them up. As an instance of that—1I shall

have to go into the whole matter of these tactics rather more in detail-

later-as an instance of that, may I read to you just two passages from
“The Revolutionary Movement in the Colonies” 1929 which says this:-

“The correct tactics in the struggle against such parties as the
Swarajiste and Waifdists during- this stage consist in the ‘successful
exposure of their real national reformist character.” They have now got
to the last stage when you are going to' show these people up for what
they are worth after patting them on the back.

“These parties have already more than once betrayed the national- .

emancipotory struggle, but they have not yet finally passed over to the
counter-revolutionary camp-ia the manner of Kuomintang”- that is the
Chinese, of ¢ourse.

“There is no dout that they will do this later on, but at the pre-
sent time they are so particulary dangerous precisely because their real
physiognomy has not yet been exposed in the eyes of the wide masses
of toilers. For this exposure there is still needed a very large amount
of Communist educational work and a very great deal of new political
experience on the part of the masses themselves. If the Communists
do not already succeed in this stage in shaking the faith of the toiling
masses in the bourgeois national-reformist leadership of the national
movement, then this leadership in the coming upward growth of the
revolutionary wave will represent an enormous danger for the revolution,”

o'nc.lnq'\-m .f'M ‘rl.hd\ 2 omilled bt

And it goes on to say how you must use these people, go on
using them up to a point but at the same time it says:

“It iswno less important mercilessly to expose before the toiling
masses the national—reformist charagter of the Swarajist, Wafdist and

~
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other nationalist parties and in particular of their leaders. It is neeces-
sary to expose their half-heartedness and vacillation in the national
struggle, their bargainings and attempts to reach a compromise with
British imperialism and so forth.”

I shall have to go into this perhaps in a little detail some other
time and I hope to show that the latest instructions direct from Moscow
found with these gentlemen emphasise the same point. The time has
come to show up these nationalist reformists. They Have got to be
mercilessly shown up before the world for what they are.

I must apologise, Your Honour, for not being able to finish but it
has not been altogether my fault today.

(ENDS)

The Court then rose for the day.

Saraswati Machine Printing Press, Meerut.



24th June 1929.

Mr Longford James:

When I broke off on the last occasiop, your Hopour, I had
attempted to sketeh the origin, the objective and fhe organisation, of
this Thixd International and I had to some extent indicated the tactics
which are advocated by it. I had read from haeoks in gupport of my
diagnosis on the first three points, and I note that one of my learne(l
friends says that it is o fanciful point.of view. #tdis unfortunately the

point of view of this Third International.

Now this morning for a short time I must wearyyou I am- afraid
with their own statements with regard to the tactics which have got
to be pursued, and when you.come to see the tacticy used by these
accused you will find that they carried out very faifhfully, the advice
contained in the ofﬁcxal ‘books of the International. I am readmg now
{from the “Thesis and Statutes of the Third Communist Internationgl
adopted by the Second Congress”, which claim I believe fo have been’
framed by Lenin.

On page 16 of that book they say:—

“In every organisafion, union, -association, beomq’xqg with the
prolatarian ones.ab first and affexwards in gll those of the Jnon-proletarian
workers and egploited masses,(political, professional, .military, cogperative,
educational, sporting, etc.,) must be :_qujmed,gmu_ps or,nuclei of ,cqmmu-
nists, mostly open ones, but also secret ones, which become necessary in
each case when the arrest or exile.of their,pembers or ;the dispersal of
the organisation is threatened ; and these nuclei, in close contact with one
another and with the.central party. Exchanging experiences .carrying
onthe work of propaganda,campaign, organisation—adapting themselves
to all the 'branches of social 'life, to all :the .various Jforms and
subdivisions of the -werking .masses -must systematically .train .them-
selves, the party, the class,-and the.masses by such multiform work.”

And on page 18:—

“In particular it is necessary for the Communist Party and the
whole advanced proletariat to, give the most absolute and self- -dsnying
support to all the masses for a larger, general stnke movemqnb Wwhigh
is alone able under the yoke of oapitalism to awake, properly arouse,
enlighten and organise the masses and develop in them a full confi-
dence in the leading role of the revolutionary proletariat.”

Again on page 20, after having pointed out the menace of
capitalism and its use of newspapers, it says:—

“{For-the struggle-2gainst (this .state .of things the Commnnist
Party must ¢reate a new type of periodical press for-Extensive eirculation
among the workmen:
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(1) Lawful publications in which the Communists without
calling themselves such and without mentioning their connection
which the party would learn to utilise the slightest possibility allowed
by the laws. (2) Illegal sheets, although of the smallest dimensions
and irregularly published but reproduced in most of the printing
offices by the workmen in secret, or, if the movement has grown
stronger, by means of revolutionry seizure of the printing offices,
and giving the proletariat undiluted revolutionary information and
the revolutionary mottoes.” T

Then on page 26 they emphasise the necassity of attacking the |
bourgeoisie:—

“Wherever the followers of the Third International have access,
and whatever means of propaganda are at their disposal, whether
the columns of newspapers, public meetings, labour unions, or
cooperatives, it is indispensable for them not only to demounce the
bourgeoisie but also its assistants and agents, reformists of every

“shade and colour. Then on page 27. The class striggle in almost every
country of Europe and America is entering the phase of civil war. -
Under such conditions ithe Communists can have no confidence in
bourgeois laws. They should create everywhere a parallel illegal
apparatus which at the decisive moment should do its duty by the -
party and in every possible way assist the revolation in every country.
‘Where in consequence of martial law or other exceptional laws the
Communists are unable to carry on their work lawfully 2 combination
of lawful and illegal work is absolutely necessary.”

Then on page 45 we get this :—

“The elementary means of struggle of the proletariat against the
rule of the bourgeoisie is first of all the method of mass demonstrations.
Such mass demonstrations are prepared and carried out by the organised
masses of the proletariat under the direction of a united, disciplined
Communrist Party. Civil war is war. In this war the proletariat must
have its efficient political officers, its good political general staff, to
conduct operations during all the stages of that fight. The mass
struggle means a whole system of developing demonstrations growing
ever more acute in form and logically leading to an uprising against
the capitalist order of government. In this warfare of the masses
developed into a civil war the guiding party of the proletariat must as
a general rule secure control over all lawful positions, making them its
auxiliaries in the revolutionary work and subordinating such positions
to the plans of the general campaign, that of the mass ‘struggle.”

And on page 50 they say :—

© “Inthe event of labour demonstrations in the streets or other
revolutionary movements the ‘communist members must occupy the
most conspicuous place at “the head of the proletarian masses”.
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Then in the Official Aczount of the Thesis of the Fourth Con-
gress they have developed that which you will find is more highly
developed hereafter, the question of fhese tactics in the Colonies.
Now what I have read largely applies to Buropean countries, but it is
realized that when you get to a country like India you will expect
to find an additional factor, that is, you will find ce¥tain people.
amongst the population who are dissitisfied, who want -independence
or who want in sone way or another to better themselves politically.
Now these are referred to in these Theses as the nationalist bodies.
They are anathema to the Third International, for obvious reasons.
The nationalist body that you find in' country like Egypt or India
is likely to be—and experience shows, generally is composed of just those
elements which the Third International desires to fight, namely, the
bourge»is elements. The nationalist body in such countries is not
likely to be the class-conscious body which the Third International
desires to see top dog. Therefore a new problem arises and as these
nationalist forces are likely to bz uszful for the end in view you
utilise them at the start explaining all the while quietly that their
ideology is wrong ; and then when you have used them as far as you
n23], it is parfectly simole to throw them overbsard in that great day
when the proletariat will vanquish and will overthrow the bourgeoisie
of this country, just as it has overthrown or planned to overthrow the
bourgeoisie of any western country. But in these Theses you will find
they emphasise the importance of using these national forces in the
colonial and semi-colonial countries. There the task of the Communist
International is two-fold : firstly, to establish and consolidate nuclei of
the communist party which will work on its own lines for the further-
ance of their main objective, and secondly, to give the utmost support
to the national revolutionary movement directed against Imperialism
and to become the vanguard of that movement they hope to develope
the social movement within the national movement. In other words
you put yourself at the head of the national movement saying that
you want to see India governed by Indians, and all the time you
mean nothing of the sort, you want the dictatorship of the proletariat ‘
all over the world and the transitional stage of government under ’
Stalin at Moscow.

I now quote from the T'heses is of the 4th Congress. Page 57.

“While the Bourgeois nationalists regard the labour movement
merely from the point of view of its importance as a means for
securing victory for themselves, the International proletariat regards
the young labour movement of the East from the point of view of
its revolutionary future.”

This points out somewhat cynically that the bourgeois nationalist
rejoices to see labour commotions going on thinking that they will
aid his needs, whereas of course it is he who is really being exploited
by the other people. Then on page 58, it is emphasised again:—
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“The communist and working class perties in the colonies and
semi-colonial countries are confronted by a twoe-fold task: on the one hand
to fight for the most radical solutions of the problems of bourgeois
democratie revolution, directed to the conquest of political independence
and, on the other, to organise the workers and peasants to fight
for their special class interest, during which they must take
-advantage of the antagonism existing in the nationalist bourgeois
‘ democratic camp.”

1t is in fact the proletariat who are going to use the nationalist
bourgeois—not the other way about. Then on page 59:—

“While in the West amidst the conditions of the transition
period, which 4s a period -of organised accumulation of strength, the
watchword of the United Labour Front was putforward, inthe colonial
East 1t is at present mecessary to put forward the watchword of a
United Anti-Imperialist Front.”

And it 'was precisely for this reason that the League against
Imperialism was started :as a-camouflage body to do this work. Then
on page 88,:.going back to the tasks of agitation, they say +—

“Every member of the Communist International must consider him-
self an agitator among the masses. Thiscan always take place wherever and
whenever workers usually gather, in the workshops, in the trade unions,
at mass meetings in workers’ clubs,in sport clubs, musical societies,
tenants’ and consumers ’ organisations, in peoples’ houses, in workers’
restaurants, in the trains, in the villages etc., and even in the homes of
the workers (house to house agitation). The agitation shall always
take as its starting point the concrete conditions and needs of the
workers in order to lead them on the path of organised, revolutionary
class war. - One should not expound Communist Doctrines which would
not be understood by the audience; one should always urge them to
rise and fight for fhe immediate demands of the proletariat against
capitalist and bourgeois class rule wherever it appears.”

Do ndt-tell them'the woletruth, because it will make ‘them sick.
That is what it comes to.

Then in the Kifth Congresg—I will .not trouble to read them
to your Homour, but I will give you the reference, pages 29 to
83, where you have the -whole :things ummed up in little paragraphs -
in which they deal with all these various problems.

Mr.D. P. Sinha: T am sorry to interrupt, but in order that we
may be in a position to judge the value of these things better may I
know if these are the official reports of the Communist Congresses
from which my learned friend is reading, or are then extracts from
books taken from the possession of the accused ?

Mr. Langford James: *What I am reading'from at present is the
official account of these Congresses published by the Communist
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International, but I am proposing to rcad—and T will tell you when I
do—from ‘books taken from the accused as well.

Mr. D. P. Sinha: That is subject to our objection.

Mr. Langford James: Oh, undoubtedly. I quite realise that.
Well I won’t read this now except to say that in'a short way they
summarise the various activities and problems, including this question
of the bourgeoisie, the organisation of the peasantry, the fight against
religion and this question of the colonies. In 1928 there was a very
‘important Bronouncement made with regard fo tactics generally and
the tactics in the colonizs generally and the tactics in India in
particular. Now this has been found with the accused, not only in
the form of Imprecorr, the newspaper to which I have referred you, but
also special typed copies have been sent out and they have been found with
several of the accused. I should like to read you that passage—it is not
very long—which deals particularly with India. I have already read to
you two passages in which they discuss the proper way to fight the
Swarajists and say, that it is important “mercilessly to expose before
the toiling masses the national reformist character of the Swarajist,
Wafdist and other nationalist parties.” They lay very great stress upon
that as a general tactic. I am sorry to use the singular, bu$ it is more
or less confined to the Bolshevik. He never uses the plural but always
‘tactic’ in the singular. And the general tactic with regard to all the
East is that you should attempt to use the nationalist bodies and then
mercilessly to expose them when the time comes apparently in the
opinion of the Third International, as I will have to tell you later,
the time has arrived, but when they come to India proper what they
say is this:—

“The basic_tasks of the Indian Communists consist in struggle
against British imperialism for the emancipation of the country, for,
destruction of all relics of feudalism, for the agrarian revolution and
for establishment of the dictatorship of the proletariat and peasantry
in the form of a soviet republic. These tasks can bs successfully carried
ied out only when there will be created a powerful Communist Party
which will be able to place itself at the head of the wide masses of the
working class, peasantry and all the toilers, and to lead them in the
struggle against the feudal-imperialist bloc.”

“The strike movement of the Indian proletariat now taking place.
its independence from bourgeois nationalism the all-Indian character
of this movement, its distribution over almost all branches of
industry, the frequent and protracted strikes, the stubbornness
and great resoluteness -with which the workers have carried
them on, the coming forward of leaders of the strikes from the midst
of the workers themselves—all these things denote & turning point in
in the history of the struggle of the Indian proletariat, and prove that
in India the pre-conditions have matured which are éssential for the
creation of a mass Communist Party.. The union of all Communist
groups and individual Communist scattered throughout the country
into a single independent and centralised Party represents the first task
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of Indian Communists. . While rejecting the principle of the building
of the Party on a two-class basis, the Communists must utilise the
connections of the existing workers’ and peasants’ parties with the
toiling masses for strengthening their own party, bzaring in mind that
the hegemony of the proletariat cannot be realised without the exis-
tence of & consolidated, steadfast Communist party armed with the
theory of Marxism. The agitational work of the Communist Party must
be bound up with the struggle for the immediate demands of the workers,
at the same time explaining to them to the general aims which the
Communist Party sets out to achieve and the methods which it applies
-for their realisation. It is essential to establish nuclei in the various
industrial and other enterprises, and these must take an active part in

the Labour movement, in the organisation and conduct of strikes and
politieal demonstrations. The Communist organisations must from the
very beginning devote special attention to the training of leading Party
cadres from the ranks of the workers.

“Fn the trade unions, the Indian Communist must mercilessly
expose the national-reformist leaders and carry on a decisive struggle
for the conversion of the trade unions into genuine class organi-
sation of the proletariat and for the replacement of the present
“reformist leadership by consistént revolutionary representatives
from the mass of the workers. Itis especially necessary to expose
the method so much favouired by Indian reformists of deciding
conflicts by ineans of petition to the representatives of British
imperialism, as well as to “impartial” courts for adjudication
betweeni workers and employers. In this struggle, it is necessary
to push forward the demands for trade union democracy, for
putting the trade union apparatus into the hands of the
workers ete. The levers for Party work in the trade unions must
be the Communists fractions as well as groups founded by the
Communists and sympathising with them. It is necessary to -
utilise the present strike wave in order to organise the unorganisad
workers. The miners and engineering workers, 'the coolies working
on the plantations and agricultural labourers in general, represent
the least organised sections of the Indian proletariat and the
Communists need fo devote the necessary aitention to them.

“The Communists must unmask the national reformism of
the Indian National Congress and oppose all the phrases of the
Swarajists, Gandhists etc., abouwt passive resistance, with the irre-
concilable slogan of struggle for the emanocipation of the country and the
expulsion of the imperialists. ”

Having used what they call the bourgeots national reformist
parties, the time has now come to abuse them and show them
up mercilessly.

“In relation to the peasantry and peasant organisstions the
Tndian .Communisbs are faced above all with the task of acquainting
. the widest strata of the peasantry with the general demands of the
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Party in the agrarian question, for which purpese the Party meust worky
out an agrarian programme of action. Through workess eonnected
with the village, “as well as directly, the Communists must stimulate
the struggle of the peasantry for partial demands, and in the process’
of struggle organise peasant umions. It is essential to pay particular
attention to malke sure that the newly ereated peasant organisations
do mot fall under the influence of exploiting strata in the village.

( That means don’t allow the present organisation to get into the | ‘_)
hands of the Swaraj Reformists ). “It is necessary to give to the
existing peasant organisations a concise programme of concrete de-
mands, and t6 support the activities of the peasants through demonstra-
tions of workers in the towns. It must be remembered that under no
circumstances can the communists relinquish their right to open eriti-
cism of the opportunists and reformist tactics of the leadership of those
wnass organisations for which they work.”

I lay some stress.upon that, because when I come to deal with
the activities of these accused, you will find that they have worked on
exactly these lines. They bave introduced their nuclei nearly everywhere,
and they have done their best, I must say, mercilessly to expose to
some people at any rate their worst enemy, the reformist leader.

Now, I have said all that I intend to at this stage with regard
to the Third International or Comintern, but I should like o say this:
It is not necessary, in order to constitute an offence under scotion 1214
nor is it necessary to convict these accused of such offencs, to prove that®
they belong to this Third International. If Ishow that they were
carrying out the work on these lines, and atthe behest of this Third
International, that is quite sufficient. It is quite unnecessary to show
that they were in fact members of a communist party definitely formed
and affiliated to the Third International. I think that you will come to
the conclusion that they were such a party, and if not actually afiiliated,
they were about to affiliate to the Third International. ButI repeat
that that is quite an unnecessary part of the indictment. If I show
that they were lollowing—to use the words of Mr. Spratt—the “Moscow
road” and that for Moscow reasons, and that they were employing
Moscow method with Moscow money, I think that.that will be quite
sufficiens for any court. As to that I hopse to satisfy you that there is
simply overwhelming evidence, I do not wan$ to be understood to say
that I oannot link up these people with the Third International. I
think, and in fact I am quite sure that I can, but the point is that it ié4\
not really necessary, strictly necessary, to do so.

Now, this oconspiracy in India is not, by any means, confined
to India. It has been fomented, directed and financed from outside
India. And a part has been taken in it by & very large number of
persons outside India. I propose to give you, & list of the people,
the known people, who have joined in this conspiracy from outside
India. But generally yom may say that the Comintern, by its
appropriate body, whether it be the Ecci or the Praesidium, or the
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Coloniad Department, has been an active member of this conspiracy.
The communist party of Great Britain and various persons in:
particular belonging to that party have taken anm exceptionally active
part. Then there are on the Continent of Europe various other
people. There are the Secretaries of the League against Imperialism,
whom I mentioned the other day, one of whom, Munzen berg is a well-
known member of the Comintern, and there is Comrade .Chattapadya.
Then when you go to Hamburg you find a gentleman of the nameof
Carl whose other name is Inliere Lesse. There is a Julius and a
Walter over there, and there are other people also living in France
and on the Continent. I promise that I will give you, as far as I can,
an exhaustive list of their names, at any rate before I finish this
address. : :

One of the more important of these gentlemen whose name
I have not yet mentioned is Mr. Manabendra Nath Roy, whose real
'name, I believe, is Bhattercharya. Now, Mr. M. N. Roy is a very
well-known communist. The Communist International has taken a
fatherly interest in India since the year 1922, or perhaps a little carlier,
and the gentleman who was especially selected in those earlier days to
look after the welfare of this land from the communsit point -of view
was Mr. M. N. Roy. Opinions may differ as to whether he did his best
or whether he did not. Perhaps some of the money stuck en route, any-
how there was in the year 1924 trial. I say nothing whatever about it,
because it has nothing to do with this case, but there was a
trial in Cawnpore of certain person. It isto the period after that
trial that I am proposing to direet your attention. I shall call it the
Cawnpore case, merely as a landmark, After this Cawnpore case it appears
that the Third International for doubtless their own good reasons instruct-
ed the communist party of Great Britain to take a hand in this game, and
it is from that time that you find the communist party of Great Britain
interesting itself in the future education of India in communism and
the future communist revolution which they wished to bring out.

‘ Now the first gentleman that they sent out to this country, because

they have sent out a certain number, the first gentleman they sent
out was & Mr. Glading. He came out here and, following the then
custom, he called himself Cochrane. No communist comes out here
exactly in a free or aboveboard mannmer. They either change their
names or they at any rate throw some doubt upon their occupations.
Now Glading came out and returned home and reported that things
were in a very bad way indeed in India from their point of view.

Mr. Sinha:—Which year was that ?
Mr. Langford James:—1925,

He made a report at a Conference held at Amsterdam on the 11th
and 12th July, 1925. I am reading from that report to see what he
had to say. The writer, Mr. Robson, a member of the Communist party
of Great Britain, sayg: ’

.
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1 m:rive&in Amsterdam Friday evening wnd Drmedsrly went
10 the sddress at which I was instrocted #o mabe emgumies, but was
unsble to get any reply-

On Ssturdey morning I met two traing amivirg from Fledhins,
expecting 1o imtercept Glading a1 wihers whe were o be present at the
Couference, but a8 they &id mot smw: I apam wisted the comtuct
address and discovered that Giading, Dutt amd Upsdhayeys (throe
members of the commumist party of Great Britetn)) were alnesdy there,
having arrivel by am enrly traim amd gone to the mmeciimg mlace
immedistels.

Later Boy arnived ({hat €5 M. N. Boy) and imforewed ws thet =
meeting would take place at 430 p. m. A Fremch represemiaiive wes
experted but mothing was certain™

They had their first meeting at 4-30 pon oo} Sufwrday, Jaly 1dh
“Comrade Sneeviiet of the Dutch party presidsd amd it wes agreed thot
we should first bear Glading's Report™.

Then there is 2 Tist, of those preseut.

*“Comrade Glading stated thet he hadl mot expectied to be exlled
upon to give afull repart of his wisit te Imdis, and them gowe the
names-of places whoih he had widited amd povple wihons he had moet.
§ It would be twleresting %o see fhose momes. I hove voem some. ) He
had not met any Comrmunists end had Fowlly Gacided thet those witlh
whom he had eome in contmet were nadless s Tar 25 our Patty wonk 8
<oneerned. Fe sud thut Caleuttn, which ke wisied lowt 85 the hest
place. {1 agree with him. )™

Questions were then ndeed s Kollows:

“Boy: What opinion had the Calontis trade mohorisis amd
mationalists uf the big lendars ¥ Glafing sistol thet he hal mot asner-
tained this.

Sneevliet: Wes Glading sware of sary relafions exiatmy hatwaom
the Indism leaders and Amsterdsm ? Gilafimg stsiell thut he was mat
awsre of 1his”  (Qf couwrse Amsierdam is it horrilide wiher Dwiorne-
tional Congress whick thesr ascused have baen £ ammious dp Ranp dlawr 1)

“Sneesliet esked Glading why he muade his investigutioms in
Calevsts on a3 Comwunist basis. Gladmg repilied thet ke &8 mat
4o sa. Boy them said 1o Gleding: Ts it dree thet Bell had il that
the Internstionnl Programme for work im Indie s “all monsemse
and »not justified by weur weport ¥ I then explaioef that a sub-
cammittee of our, consisting «of Dutt, Bell, Glading amd onrssl hud
been sei up 1e consider the Juternstions] Propremme in the Lot of
Glading's repart and that me such thing hes been asid ix Ball, bz
that our stuvode was that in the light of Glading's mapert, which staed
that no Indisn Commupist groups existed &t all, it wes manessary 30
revise the soggested programmee.  Roy them sistell ther he had

-
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documentary - evidence that Indian groups existed but that these had
been unable to make up their minds to see Glading before he left Indiu
for England.”

Now it is quite clear therefors that Roy had been entrusted with
the work of developing India on communist lines, and that he was some-
what hipped by Glading’s report. But they on their side lnbended to
do their best to put their house in order.

About this time this communist party of great Britain was turning its
attention to corrupting the minds of the youth that Oxford, and what
they were proposing to do was to have fractions or nuclei at
the universities to teach communistic doctrines against the tim= that
they came out to India. When wz com3 to dsil with Spratt you
will see that I have very good reasons for supposing that he was a
nucleus at the sister university.

Now I am reading to you passages from a reporﬁ made by
Comrade Ivan Thomas then at Merton College, Oxford dated June

2nd 1925 :—
“ Dea.r Comrade,

Comrade P. R. Stephenson and myself have been working
regularly within the society of Indian students here—the Majlis. We
have put forward the Communist viewpoint at debates and in private
‘eonversation with individual Indians! The result of our activity mﬁar
amounts to this: the Indians have been confronted with the existence
of M. N. Roy's group and its definite programme of political and
economic demands ; they have had to recognise that the Indian people
have interests that conflict with the interests of the Indian bourgeois
and zemindar classes; and that Indian freedom can have another
meaning than the opening of all I.C.S. positions to aspiring bureaucrats
from the petty bourgeois intelligentia.” -

Then he goes on to point out that—

“In these circumstances we think it is doubtful that we will be
able to organise an extreme—Nationalist bloc with a programme of
genuine anti-Imperialism and national-liberation.

We do think, however, that we can get together a small and secret
group of Revolutionary nationalists, who will meet privately with us to
discuss the political situation and problem of the struggle for liberation.
It may be best to make it a group of Asiatic Revolutionaries and so
broaden the basis of our discussions. I am in touch with a Chinese
revolutionary here, Ming Chak Kee, who would be prepared to join the
Communist Party. The rest of the Chinese community here is hopelessly
loyalist and pro-Imperialist................... More than anything we need
information on the most recent development of Asiatic politics. Our
work amongst the Eastern _ people cannot but be only moderately
effective as we are not acquainted with the internal situation in India

and China.  Can Cautre supply us regularly with up-fo-date informa-
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tion of this sort ? “(Centre of course; is Moscow).” We could make it
“the subject of resolutions and motions.in the Majlis, ‘and of our study
and discussion in the Asiatic-Revolufionary group. Imprecor keeps
me in touch with events: but Centre could help very much more if we
were supplied with statistics and other data on the internal position of
the British colonies and the political and economic relations of colonies
and metropolis. :

] I have just received a booklet of M. N. Roy's from Comrade
Pollard.......is it now possible to receive the Vanguard publications
regularly ?

The measures that are necessary to ensure the secrecy of our
work are these:

(1) Indian members of the party will be known on the Party
‘books under English names John X., Smith, etc. The bearers of the
pseudonyms will be known under their real names only to those
members of the Oxford local who are directly concerned with work
amongst the Asiatics. '

(2) The Indians will not be connécted with the work of the Party
in the town; they.must be organised entirely apart from the local group
and have no connection with it except that one or " two of us will be
members of both the town and the Indian group.

(3) Reports and communications from Oxford which mention
work amongst the Indians will be sent to a non-Party personal friend of
mine in Liondon and will be delivered by hand at King Street.

-.(4) Instructions and communications froin King Street, mentioning
_this part of our work, should be addressed to me and enclosed in an
envelope sent to ( an address ts given tn Ozford, but which Comrade
Pollard thought was of no use, because there is a note in his handwriting
which says —

“This is nouse. Comrade Thomas must make ojher arrangements.
He will be in London on June 4th. )

This is the report of Comrade Thomas, and there is another one
from Cowmrade Stephenson, which I don’t think I need trouble you with
exactly at this moment.

~ (Here followed a discussion on a protest raised by Mr. Sinha in
regard to the relevancy of the letters read by Mr. Langford James).

This letter is a letter written by Graham Pollard to Dear
Comrade, and it says is “As asked by Comrade Arnott. I visited
Oxford during Whitsun week and got into touch with the two com-
rades who had been carrying on propaganda amongst the Indians
there. These are” Comrade Stephenson who was on the Executive
Committee of the Queensland, Australia, Communist Party and
Comrade Thomas. Both seem quite reliable. To Thomas belongs the
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credit of having initiated and carried on the work alone to start with,
but. Stephenson has a better grasp of the party position and more
capabilities in putting it forward. On the whole I think that as both
comrades have rather different contacts it would be bestif the work
were entrusted to them jointly. I obtained the written reports of
their work among the Indians from both the comrades and they are
enclosed. The question of secrecy of the work and the necessity of
keeping it separate from other party activities was fully realised. = The
actual position among the Indiahs appears to be as follows.” There
are 3 who will actually join the Communist Party (and their names
are given). He goes on to say—

“Their are various points which arise from the position at
present. Are the Indians who are ready to join the English Party to
be a,llowed to doso or are they to be kept an entlrely secret group
connected Only with Centre™ (that is to say, commected only with
Moscow)

Mr. D. P. Sinha:  Does tha,t refer to Indlans in England or
Indians in India.

Mr. La.ngford dames: You hear what Comrade Graham Pollard
wrote: “Are the Indlans who are Teady to join the English Party
~to be allowed to do so or are: they to be kept an entirely secret group
connected only with the Centre” ? That is what Comrade Graham
Pollard says. :

Mr. D. P Sinha: That does not affect Indians in- India.

Mr. Langford James: It was suggested, that these students. who
had been selected. by Comrades Thomas and Stephenson- -should have
an interview with Comrade Sekalatvala also of the English Communist
Party, and.on the 23rd June, there is a letter from Comrade Bell of
the Colonial Department of the Englisk Communist Party to Comrade
Sakalatvala. It runs:i— .

“With further reference to our letter of a few days ago concern-
ing Indian students at Oxford, and the desirability of your arranging
an appointment with certain of these' will' be returning to Indm. in.
the course of a few weeks.

‘We have received a memo, dealing with.the political composition
of the Majlis, and we enclose herewith a copy of same for your infor-
nation and.desire to draw your. attention- particularly to the request
on page 2, of the memo, that you should meet a number of these
Indians dunng the course of the next few Weeks"

That memo. was enclosed with that ]etter and it runs as follows:-

“The following are the dates when the Indians concerned will be
in London and prepa.red to see Com. Bakalat\ala ” (And the dates
are ngen) Above that you find:—

“It is impcrtant that Com. Sakalatvala should interview these
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men before they depart. Naturally they would not come all together
to interview him, and a tete-a~tete conversation would produce bést
results. ‘We append our opinion of each of these men etc,”

Diwan Chaman Lal:. May we have the names read out if you
have any objection to our having a look at the documents ?

" Mr. Langford James: You can see the documents. X will give
t> you now.

Mr. Dx P. Sinha: We are entitled to see as soon 28 it comes into
evidence.

Mr. Langford James: You are.quite right. You need have no
grievance. There are three documents here. (shows them). Just
about that same date, there is another document which is found -in the
possession of the communist Party of Great Britain and which purports
to "'be a brief survey of the progress recently made with
regard to the Colonial work in India, Ezypt, Palestine,  Canads and
among. African, Negro and Chinese students and members of the
Kuomintang in the East End of London. This shows the activities
of these people at this particular time and it reads as follows:—

“The following is a brief -survey of the progress we have made
recently in connection with the Colonial work. As you know, there
are. present -in London the following Indians: Charmon Lal - past
Secretary of the Trades Union Congress, Member of the Legislative
Assembly and member of the parliamentary Socialist Society ...

I think this must be the gentleman whose name occurs over and.
over again in this case and who seems fo have taken quite a prominenst
part’ in some of the activities in this case, as far as I can gather, his
comrades do not seem o think that he is very much of & fellow. One
man calls him vasillating Chaman, and another one is hard hearted
enough to call him “the champion acrobat.” The name is spelt differ-
ently here. .

Diwan Chaman Lal: Are you tendering evidence to that
effect too ? o .

Mr. Langford James: Oh yes, that will all come in the evi-
dence. He is spelt as Charmon Lal here in this letter but the acrobat is
sépelt Chaman Lal. Then they have got G. Goswami - but I think
they must mean T. Goswami - “treasurer of the Swaraj party and
close intimate friend of the late C. R. Das: also member of the Legisla-
tive Aséembly and member of the Parliamentary Socialist Society - J.
Joshi - secretary ( I believe of the Jute workers’ Union ) and Govern-
ment nominee to the recent Geneva Labour Convention from India’.

~ You will see that they were rather setting their caps at these three
excellent gentlemen but with $he possible exception of Chaman Lal,
they seem to have struck rather a bad patch, because this Mr. Joshi
mentioned here is the man who is the bugbear of the present accused.
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Communist Pa.rty of Great Britain. ” ’Ihls shows f.he an&ngement how
the communist propaganda was to be done in India and- how that was
to-be divided betweenghese warious bodies.

" Then theye is g Jtter fram Ray fo Dutt a6 the same ;ztime M
wnid: QY (o Duts @b the _

* Enclosed hérewith is the answer to the communication dated the

Gth of Iply. ,Please make the.comrades concerned aeqnainted with it,
cA, cgpydlsasenp fo:she Communist ,Pa.rj;y of GreatBritain for information.

n,order;to decide, amongst other questions, -that of co-gperation .bet-
ween the, Colonisl, Committee of the -Communist - Party of Great Britain
and.the Indian, Communist group of Great Brittin, Comrade Macmanus
and yourself weresent for $o.come here (that.is,Moseow). +Lhe party
writes in, reply;that until.the Labour .Conference,.it . will,not he. posgible
for Comrade M. ...,to;lgaye Britgin and f.ha.t sheps faken in relation fo

your; vhr}p dema.nds your, pxqsence in Englsnd.”

Well, T think, there is, not much more .in that, letter . Fhlch is,of
1mporta,noe That slmply shows how thls propa,ganda was dwlded up
or arra.nged between these vanous cenhres, Mosoow, the rest of the
eontmenb of Eumpe, a.nd Great Bnta,m

»;Now, t}{e mnext ; mlssa.ry #rom -the.Communist -Party of Great
Britain to.arrive.in:India was 2 man named -George Allison,  He- had
the:had taste.to .arrive under a alse passport which described- him a§
Donald Carapbell. He must have had sound reasons for concealmg this
identity. when he .came to India, andI am sure they were extremely
.good .reagons. ,He is & .prominent member of the Communist Party
of Great Britain and :had been .to Moscow .and .taken -part .in the
discussions of the Comintern at Moscow. He arrived-by .the S. S.
Razmak on.the 30th .of April, 1926. He got into ‘touch-with :a large
number of these present accused, but-he was arrested on a charge of
travelling under a false passport. .I believe he was arrested in Calcutta
and afterwards sent.on to Bombay. He was arrested before he had time
to do very much. He helped to organise to some extent.the body in
Bombay which was then domg communist work under the name of
the Labour Swara,]lst Pa.rty I will not trouble yon further Wlth

Mr. Allison athough I shall ha.ve to prove more than tl;a,t a.bout h1m '

‘I comes to this, for the purposes of my case, tha.t T shall sa.tlsfy
you -that Mr. Allisonevas sent out to India by the Commpmst Pa,rty
of Great Britain for tho deliberate purpose of fomenting and stirring
up this proletariat .revolution which by this time I .9m sure you will
recognise .is the main objective of the ,Commuynist Pary wherever’ yon
find them.

On the 81st  December 1926 : arrived the third emissary sent
out from FEurope in the shape of Mr. Spratt. .
S —————

Mr. D. P. Sinha :—Spratt is No. 4.

Mr. Langford James :=~Do yoﬁ make it so. ? -Isaid-third and T
think my arithmetioc is right. Mr. Spratt arrived as a humble

—



( 16 )

bookseller. I think that every one knows the forms -which one has to
fill in at Bombay before clearing one’s luggage. On that Mr. Spratt
described himself as a bookseller and he came here under the guise of
a bookseller. I do not think he has sold & book since he has been here,
but that was the ostensible reason for arriving in India.

Diwan Chaman Lal:—What was his profession in Eagland ?

Mr. Langford James:—His profession in England was communism.
He was at the Downing College, Cambridge, and while there, he was a
member of the National Minority Movement, which I will remind
you, is & branch of the RILU as to which I need not repeat my
previous remarks. - In' 1925, there was a search of the premises 16,
King’s Street, which was the location of the Communists Party of
Great Britain and some people came to see what was happening and
took interest in it, and amongst them was comrade Phillip Spratt. I do
not suppose for a moment that Mr. Sprast in this court or any other is
going to say that he was not a communist and that he is not a com-
munist. He has once said so. He wrote to the Times of India to
explain that he was not & communist because he did not belong to a
communist party. But I do not suppose that in this court he is going
to deny that he is and has always been a communist. But I must prove
it, and I am proposing to prove it. On his way from Paris, so I gather
from Mr, Spratt’s note book, he had a meeting with Mr. C. P. Dutt
(who had the bad taste to keep him waiting for four hours at a parti-
cular hotel) and I think that it is perfectly clear that Mr. Spratt came
out to India for exactly the same purpose as Mr. Glading and Mr.
Allison came out. He came out to carry on the work of fomenting a
revolution here in India. He was arrested in September, 1927, and he
was charged under 124 A and was acquitted. But when he was arrested,
certain documents were recovered from his possession. Among the
letters recovered from his possession was a letter from Messrs. Birrel
and Garnett, Foreign Booksellers. You will be surprised to hear that
Birrel and Garnett is only another name for Graham Pollard. It says:—

“As Mr. Phillip Spratt is proceeding to India, we agree to engage
him as our Agentand to pay him a commission of 5 per cent. .on the
gross value of all secondhand books, English or foreign, sold through
his agency. Further more, we agree to pay him.a certain proportion

on new English books sold through him subject to the conditions of
the net book agreement.”

I.t .sounds very nice.* It did not seem to come true somehow.
In addition to that, we have another letter from Grahamn Pollard.
May I remind you that Grahamn Pollard was the man who was taking

in 1925 such an interest in the revolutionary movement at Oxford?
He writes a letter to Dear Phillip. .

“ Thz?nks for your activities on my behalf. But I am afraid they
have not yielded very much so far. I have sent back that book on

Indian art as it seems to me too expensive and also some what difficult
to sell, from its subject.”
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This is simply to continue the camoflague of Mr. Spratt having
arrived here as a bookseller. This is the last we hear of his activities in
selling books. Then there is a letter from that other gentlema,n whom
you will remember Mr. Page Arnott; who was also interested in the
youth at Oxford. This letter says:—

“My dear Chatian Lal, T want t6 fitfodice fo you Mr. PTnIhp
Spratt, whom I have kowr Yery well ever sincs I tiade his a,cqua,mtance
at Cambridge in 1927, He iy in Iudia on business, buf he told me
Befors e went that e would be very glad fo do whatever work he can
do for the Labour research departuient. For the last fow years, botﬁ
when he was at and when he came down from Ca,mbndfge, he had done
a great. deal of volunta.ry work for us aud he is fully conversant with
all methods of research. I have asked him to' get into touch with as
many Unions as he could find time to act as our representative in
securing the affiliation of those Unions. He w1ll be able to explain
the Utility of aﬂﬁhatlon bot‘h from the point of view of Union and also
from our point of view, which: is primarily not the small affiliation
fee.....cueen. "

on :—

“T-am writing to you-because I am sure'T can relymn you td give
him every facility for meeting the variaus’ trade: urionists. Hig' timb
is limited' of course and- this'will make:it more difficult:: Bub:he' will
want. lists: of- unions: and. personal introduetion- to' Secretaties’ and
Presidents, and if yon can spare him the time to give Hiri'a* talk' about
Indian Trades Unions, it would save him a good deal of weary journey-
ing and investigation.-

Yours fraternklly,-
R. PacE Arxor.:

There were other letters found with him at the time of his arrest,
among those letters of introduction from Comrade Saklatwala. There-
fore Mr. Spratt, this humble bookseller, is sponsored’ into India by
Comrades Saklatwala, Page Arnot'and Graham Pollard. The position
which Mr. Spratt found when he got to India with regard- to Commu-
nist activity was, as far as.I can make out;, this, In Bombay there was
a group known as the Labour Swaraj group that-had existed for some
little time and-had been organised on orthodox lines—I suppose by
Comrade Alison. In Calcutta’ there was another similar group but
under the name of the Peasants and Workers Party. Now, if you are
a Bolshevik you will know What a horrible misnomer that is. That
shows completely wrong ideology. You should never call the the
thing the Peasants and Workers’ Party, because the proletariat are the
leaders of the revolution and the peasants are merely their allies. If you
want really to get a headache upon this subject I would ‘ask your Honour
to read “Leninism” by Stalin. You would find it excellently set out there.
But this is the point. Whatever you are going to do with the peasants-
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whether you propose to murder them en bloc or to neutralise them or
to make allies of them— they are certainly number two. The prole-
tariat is first. Therefore to call yourselves the Peasants and Workers
is wholly wrong—bad form. What Mr. Spratt did was to form a
Workers and Peasants’ Party in Bombay, I should tell you another
thing about this Peasants and Workers’ Party of Calcutta. It had a
declaration of its objects and reasons. That read, “The object of the
Party is the attainment of Swaraj in the sense of complete indepen-
dence of India based on economic and social emanicipation and
political freedom of men and women.” And the means whereby this
was to be attained was as follows:—

“Non-violent mass action will be the principal means for the
attainment and realization of the above object and demand.” Non-
violent mass action. You will find that later when the Peasants and
Workers, Party of Colcutta has been changed into the Workers and
Peasants’ Party there is no mention of non-violent mass action.
Non-violence drops out. This particular document which I have in
my hand is the copy which went to the Punjab, and there also there
was formed a Workers and Peasants’ Party, and I find that this
document is altered in this way. The means are set out thus,”
“The attainment and realization of the above object and demands
will be by illegitimate means”. I entirely agree. I will tell you how
I think it has happened. This document I believe to be in the hand-
writing of honest Josh. It was perfectly clear that the objects of this
Party were to be attained and realized by illigetimate means as he has
so put it down here. Honest fellow !

That is my view of it. The constitution of 1928 of the Workers
and Peasants’ Party of Bengal, instead of saying that non-violent mass
action will be the principal means for the attainment and realization
of the object, says that the “Rallying of the people to mass action will
be the principal means for the attainment and realization of the above
objects”. T do not think the omission of the word “non-vielent” could

bave been accidental-—not certainly in view of the speeches and
writings and actions of these accused.

To go back to Mr. Spratt. His first activity was the founding,
on the basis of the Labour Swaraj Party, of ' the Workers and Peasants
Party in Bomhay. I may tell you that Counsel’s opinion was taken
upon the question as to whether the programme of this Wotkers and
Peasants’ Party was a legal one. I think there was a Mr Patel whose
view was taken and his reply appears to have been that he could not
say. It was either legal orillegal according to the whim of the
Government. Now that was admirable. I ventute to think it was an
extremely good opinion. The programme and a statement of what
the. Workers and Peasants’ Party stands (drafted by Mr Spratt.)
with rather non-committal. One can however see quite well I think
what the Workers and Peasants' Party stands for. You can read
between the lines and see what it really contemplated. But on the
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whole they were comparatively non-committal. But at the same time
Mr. Spratt also appears to have put down on paper a suggested
syllabus for this Party, and I should like to read you some of that :—

“Politics—olasses—national groups—state “Other party and class
instruments—Why join the party to co-operate in the pursuit of
certain ends.

What, ends ?~—The interests 6f certain sections of society. 'What
_sections ?—Nations or classes. What is a class 7—A set of persons
baving approximately similar economic interests. What isa nation ?”

And so on i—

“What is politics ? - The struggle of classes or national groups.
What do they struggle for 7—Kconomic interests and sometimes as a
means for the furtherance of economic interest for political power
{power defined roughly). It will be for an individual to concern
himself primarily with the affairs of his class, since in. that modern
world the immense majority of individuals cannot get away from their
class limitation—they rise or fall with their fellows. But further, we
have reason to think that the play of olass forces and their development
have enormously important influences on human culture and life
generally.”

Then further on —

“Politics is the struggle of classes or national groups. What then
is political power? It consists in general of the most class - conscious
(note—class—conscious), active, intelligent members of & class who
take it upon themselves to do the class - thinking and to energize the
rest of the class when necessary.”

This is the syllabus for the workers and Peasants Party, to show
that thay are & class-conscious party who are going to lead the rest of
their class.

“The function of the Party is leadership, Parties may
“represent more than one class, coalesced or federated together for
sowe more or less limited end, e. g. the national struggle. But the,
fundamental thing is the class-party.

“What are the parties in Indian politics? The non-Congress
Parties. These are parties of that section of the bourgeois which has
been won over by imperialism to side with it.”

That is the horrible loyalist. Then comes the next most poisondus.
“The National Congress Party. These are also mainly bourgeois
parties who a few years ago were anti-imperialist, but owing to political
lag still pretend to be. The Swaraj Party contains most of the
representatives of the petty bourgeoisie, shopkeepers, minor bureaucrats
unemployed university men whose education is bourgeois, but whose

interests are not. The leadership of the Swaraj Party is bourgeois
however. :
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Ang so they are No. 2 om the list. Then No. 3 is:+—

“The Workers and Peasants Party, which represents the interests
of these sections. It realizes that the industrial workers are the back-
bone of the movement and it must lead. But the interests of the
peasantry are fundamentally similar and it is essential to get peasant
support. It must oppose strongly the formation of a seperate peasants’
party, since experience shows that these parties almost always fall
under landlord leadership against the towns-bourgeois and eproletarias,
thus creating a thoroughly unhealthy and absurd social division.

“The National Congress forms a sort of federated Nationalist Party.

As the workers and Peasants Party must support the national

struggle, it must be a congress party, but will fight in the congress for
its point of view.”

Then. he.has got a short summary of 1t:—

Suggested Syllabus.
“(1) Politics, classes- national groups—parties and so on.”
No, (6) in the syllabus is “The party”

“Role of the Party—a working class organ ordinarily—in the national
struggle and the class struggle. Organization of the Party. Contrast
with the second International practice. Relative to the peasantry and
the. petty bourgeois—tactics. ete.”

“(7). The revolutionary ecrisis. War—general strike—armed
uprising—seizure of power—attitude to the state (destruction of the
state machine and erection of a new one). Beginning of socialist
reconstruction,”

You remember my reading that from the papers of the communist
International—it will smash the existing state to pieces and erect a
new one—the “beginning of socialist reconstruction.”

This is Mr. Spratt’s idea of the Workers and Peasants’ Party, and
if he will allow me to say so, a thoroughly bonest one. Then he has a
1general bibliography:—

Every member of the class must have read and if possible should
read again during the course: Marx and Engels—“Communist Mani-

. festo.”

Lenin—"“State and Revolution”
“Left Wing Communism”
“The Proletarian Revolution”
“Imperialism”.

Stalin—"Leninism”.

R. Dutt—"Communism”
“Modern India”.



(o)

7

Radek's—"*Nicolai Lenin” also contains a good summary of Lenin’s
contributions to the subject.”

This is Mr. Spratt’s real idea of what this Party ought to be and in
fact what it was. ’

Now I propose to show you, Sir, some of the, to me at any rate,
surprising correspondence which passed between Mr. Spratt, bookseller,
on his arrival or shortly after his arrival in India, and his friends in
Europe. Now this is a letter dated the 2lst January 1927 to Mr.
Spratt and written by “Douglas”. I have my views as to whom
“Douglas” is, but it does seem to me to matter very much. The letter
runs i—

“Dear Phillip,

“T was 80 sorry to hear that you have had trouble with your
health. I hope that you are now acclimatised and are in good form.
The best thing, I believe, is to make sure that you take some exercise
every day, at least some walking if not physical jerks. Only you
should beware of getting into a perspiration, especially about the waist,
and then cooling off. It is good \to keep "a towel handy for such
emergencies.

“The business of a bookseller must be & rather wearing and
difficult occupation under new conditions, but I hope that you are
making good according to your expectation. What ever you do, don’t be
overcome by the natural tendency to inertia in such a climate. I was
in Brighton a few days ago and old Walter was eagerly asking how
‘you were getting on. Unfortunately I had no news and only got
your letter when I returned.

“I am glad to hear that you are at the Y. M. C. A. and I hope
that you are making many good friends. Religion is & great standby,
but keep away from dogmatism. There can be good even in Methodism.

Will you please note that. That is the first remark in the main
body of this letter which is instructive.

........ There can be good even in Methodism. Unfortunately
many are inclined to be uncharitable, and you should not necessarily
accept the statements of others at face value.

“It is a great pity that David is not in good health.
“It is & very depressing thing to be ill in a strange country.

Perbaps Baker can do something for him. I believe Ewan is still
in Dundee.

“The weather here has been wretched and everybody has been
down with ‘Ru. Still we hope to have s few bright days now, even
if it remains cold.

“Remember that every one is anxious to hear from you”. May
I just explain one or two things about this letter. “There can be good
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even in. Methodismm!” According to' thess people who use this sort
of jesting religious language to. expréss their wiews; ths Methodist
Church is what I may call a.large camouflage body, as opposed to the
Y. M. C. A, which is the real Communist piarty. I men-
tion this here but in dealing with other letters you will see it
much more clearly. Then. “David:is not in good heaith” refers to our
old friend Donald Campbell.. “Pethaps Baker can:dd semething for him”.
“Baker” is our old.friend: Comrade Saklatwala: And therefore that
passage means that.Donald Compbell has been-aribsted:on’a'charge and
Saklatwala is to do something: for kim. Then “I believe Ewan i still
in Dundee”. I-do not:know-who Ewan is but-I do know that "“Dundes”
means Madras. I think it is a great injustice to Calcutta that it
should be so. And Glascow you will be surprised to hear means
Bombay. And Manchester means Moscow which Hs' sometimeés
also New York.

Buf'the main' interest’abotut this™ lettér'is not’ s6 mudh what'is
said in the body of it-as the invisible ink which appéated bétween the
lines and which" read’ as-f6lldws ;= I* think it begins about the place
where he is warned 'to wear'a bit of flannel ‘néxt"his skin or sorhething
like that: Ifreads-as follows:— f

“Letter perfectly good. Obtain no Herald for couple of months.

Cdrry on. Dont. prevens Y. M. C. A.-Conference but - secure

the amalgamation..-

May-pan-Pacifit 1dbj-Conf. in Cantén: Gobd Iadis delegation’
essential,

Thengdi should go.
Tell Rhug to sendfow more copies of pamphlet. -

When you become used to these somewhat -simpls tranasposition
you know that “Rhug” means Shah.

“Get in touch with Ewan as best you can - e.g. by advert.
Do get me address-for bibles. We have heard nothing of Victor.

I may tell' yow:that: Victor's other ‘nasve is “Paly” ‘and his' real
name is Fazl Ilahi and heis'now doing ' time in “tHe North ' Westerd
Frontier Province under section 121—A..

“We have héard nothing of Victor,. Look’for- letters' 'af ‘Cooks.
T am puttting Mss-6n both forms you signed.’ (I think yoii” will ‘agree
with me that probably “Mss™ refers to money.) Only just heard abouf
Donald—doing what we can.. Re Canton Conference David's -job but
perhaps you can help. - Passage of delegation both -ways will be paid:
Get T.U.C. sanction but organise through our friends.”

Now the next letter is a Jetder from. Mr. Sprats! It-isaddressed to
Harry Howell, 37-Lithos: Ro#d, Hampstead, -London, England. It
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contains also anoths# 8tter; which I will q‘ﬁot‘é: Meantims miay I just
ask you to see it. This is the letter:
“Dear brother in God,

} i)eti on a.ccount of the a.bsence of news from

I am some whab dlst' 1
you. I trust that. you are smll en]oymg your usual health and vigour.

T have ssen Telbi (£Hat it thor alias Fazal 1'la7n) Who wishes me
to serid the ercloged; We had” sotiié” considerable dlsagreement w1th
hiin en thé' Chufch doctittiés it which He was T sup}iose n[ght m a
theorbtical serise, He wante& 3 M'e‘thodxst Church 'similar in, pla,n to
that advocated by y’ouifr brothet t6'be set uﬂ at o once, w1tﬁ the falthful
scattored ‘abroad ahd’ u‘ﬁkﬁown wﬂ;hm 11;’ W’e diﬁered a,nd Wa.nted the
Churth to hold 1ﬁs skirtd a,fhe? hlgher ‘and" to form itself on a.lnarrower
basis, ifi fact riore oFlesd t& take the' p”[ace of the" ol& YM In the end
be agreed. He differed al$d of” the" atfitiide’ 6 the Chiiroh in' the
villages, but as the questlon, is not of immediate practical importance,
wo agreed to 16t lie for the tlme

I pauSe for a morhény to explam “what this ‘means. He wanted
a Methodist Church similar in plan to that advocated by his brother.
He wanted a la.rglsh party, the falthful scattered abroad and unknown
within it; But we wafited s mbst” seléet "boay pi'a,ctwa.lly & genyine
communist party Onb méanisaid “Let u§havé s la.rge body ‘and” nucle1
No- body knows" who" we ard” Thé other man sala No, let us keep
the party practically all commiunists, to taks the pla,ce of the old " Y.M:
The ¥.M. or” Y.M.C:A. you w111 find i in these ‘eryptic Writmgs Tefers
to the comniunist patty! Ths 1dtter proceedsi—~

“The Univérsities Cornvocation'is 16 be held next week. J. worked
a dirty trick on us by suddenly deciding ' this. Our’ ptéphrations “had
been mads fo some extert aid we hops Tor thé best.

The foundation stone of.the future Church is laid here, and we
are getting ahead with the work. Our University mern are active toa
gratxfymg extent, a.nd show promxse They are mainly h,t.erary in
their* mterests, "but' we " have" ons “or two. Law men a.an Commeme
students. ~ Scieiice men and’ anfosophers whom™” we 1ba.dly need are
difficult to get hold of. (I thmk e is tallmg of the Workers and
Peasants.) We hive “started “training, but unfortuna.'te]y shall have
to stop for a fow weeks owing to the departure of Father Ambrose for
the North (and you will be surprised to hear that the Reverend
gentleman ts now in the dock. “Father Ambrose™ is Mr. Sptatt) and
the indisposition of David. (Poor David, who is now wunder trial for
travelling with a false passport). You might by the way let us have
a miscellaneous” collection of the more recent works of piety and
devotion. They would be of great interest to. some_.of our tyros.”
(I can see the Reverend Father hand'mg them out! It is s1gned by
“Des™ “Teb” or “Vic” had asked him'to enclosé a letter. This reads
as follows:—
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“30/22 29/2 37/13 85/4” and 8o on. There are lines and lines
of it. Decoded it means this:—

The top part reads “Code is "1l Penseroso.” That you read from
after Bhentain. The first figure indicates the line the second figure
indicates the letter in that line.” You then turn to “II;Penseroso” for
the reading of the remainder of the message. It reads as follows:

“Campbell was sent to Bombay but he could not execute the
work properly. Program is confused, org- Functions unelear to.the
people here BWP congress had to take place on nineteenth. I ran
away. No informations as yet. Leaving. Spratt will send letters.
Shamsuddin is spy Qaum 1s to be watched. Victor.” Quam is the
brother of Mozuffer Ahmad. So that is the interesting row of figures
inside this letter to his dear brother in God Harry Howell, which
turns out to be information about Campbell and other information
with regard to communist activities over here.

(The Court here rose for lunch at 10 minutes past 1 and met
again at 2-15 p. m.) :

The next is a letter dated 9th June, which runs as follows:
“Dear Appa,

Y

How are you getting on ? It is quite some time since
I heard anything from you. You would like to be paying a
visit to England in our present weather, though perhaps you
would not think it hot enough. Anyway Whitsun has been fine on the
whole and I for one had a very pleasant walk on the Sussex Downs.
Are still in touch with the Methodist Times ? It is worth
examining for news of old friends. I understand that you did not
receive any mss. (Note the mss, which means money.) from them, If
I were you I should give them a reminder about it. It is good 10 get
any useful greetings and messages. I believe your old friend Fh. knows
someone in Colombo who would write something. It would be worth
while arranging to get a short mss. from him. How do your
arrangements stand about getting news like this in general ?

Whenever I get the opportunity I study the press for what is
happening in India and everything seems to come from Bombay. It
must be the real eapital of the country, I like to read the names of
dispinguished people who take part in public functions there.

Well, best of greetings and all that.:
Let me hear from you,
Yours

(Squiggle)
which you will become well acquainted with in this ease.

That is the letter itself and commenting on it I suggest, as you
will see a little later, that ”"Mss” means money.and "Fh.” obviously by
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this transposition ctode means "Gh.” which stands for Gha.fe, and the

suggestion is that money could be got in the meantime fiom somebody
in Colombo. '

The main interest in the letter is other than that, because in
invisible ink, between the lines you will find the following message.

“Why did you not meet Ismail on the “Navasa”. Send informa-
tion about Bombay Seamen’s Union. How aré mss. arrangements.
Nelson failed to go. Waliting for Hamid.”

Hamid is in the dock at the present moment under the name of
Ajodhys Prasad. I cannot tell yom definitely at the inoment who
Nelson is, but I have my views upon the subject. But the interesting
part about this letter is that it shows as indeed do other letters,
and I am only giving you a small sample of it in this opening, that
these conspirators have a regular system of communicating by means
of lascars or persons who travel as lascars on board ships. you will
note in this letter that the addressee is asked, “Why did you not meet
Ismail on the Nevasa”, and he said that Nelson failed to go, so he was
waiting for Hamid to go, in order to send his communication or money.

The next letter is signed by “J" and it is writfen on the 25th
July. -It is written on a small bit of noté paper and runs as follows:
“Dear Desmond, (tkat, I may tell gou is Spratt’s name, whetler

because of kis likeness to that famous animat Dismdl Desmond I don't
&now, but ke és called “Des” or Desmond by the elect.)

I have not had any news from you for more than 2 month. T
hope you will let me know how things are going with you. What is
the position with regard te mss. I hear of complainé that the
Y. M.C. A.send nowmss to you. {(The Y. M. C. 4., as I have told
you, stands for the communist party, and I khave no doubt that in this
letter it means the communist party in Moscow.) Thatis in general
eorrect, and the general decisions still stand, but you must use your

discretion.
-

There should have been a conference to decide on all points, but
it has not taken place yet. What about the ail-India Methodist organ
in English. That should be one of the next things. Of coarse it
should really be preceded by an all-India conference.

¥ have sent letters to the only address you gave. In last I
mentioned that your last letter was illegible just where most important.
Can you try again? (It was illegible you sece because there was some-
thing < €mvisible ink written on of, whick had faded. That ¢ my
comment.) :

The Bombay Methodist paper seems fo be wery good from
opinions received. I saw recently an article of yours in L N. H. -
{that is the Indian National Herald.) Which struck me as very good.
I have given it to the Circular you use.
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It is very unfortunate that Nelson is in no condition to travel.
On the other hand there is an engineer who will be going to Glasgow
soon, who should help the university there, as you will be glad to learn.
In these humble terms is announced the arrival of Bradley. The
engineer is go'fng to the university, that is the Trade Unions, in Glasgow,
that 18 Bombay.

Try sendmg 3 letter to me C/O H.W. Gardner, 88 Hatfield Roa.d
St. Albans, with enclosure “for your college pa.l" on it.

The Methodists and .Y. M. C. A. are becoming too much, two
names for the same thing.

I have seen some interesting friends over here, and there should
be a full dress discussion on the future very soon.

Have a talk with Musa.”

And the letter is signed “Yours J.”

You will note that the Methodist and the Y. M. C. A. are becom-
ing too much, two names for the same thing. That means that the
Workers and Peasants Party, are becoming exactly the same thing
as the communist party. That is the point that is made in the letter
and Desmond is asked %o discuss the matter with Musa, who ¥ think
you will find is Muzuffer Ahmed. It isan interesting letter and it
gives one food for thought as to why there should be g full dress
discussion in England or Moscow, or wherever it is to take place,
upon the whole of the future. It is interesting to learn that it was
so unfortunate that Nelson was in no condition to travel, and equally
interesting to know that an engineer is coming to the university at
Glasgow.

The next letter is & letter from this man, whoever he is, who
signs himself with that squiggle, and it is dated the 9th August, 1927
and it runs as follows:— .

“Dear Des, I have received your letter dated the 14th of June
not two weeks ago............ i

I pause there to tell you that the lefter is dated the 9th of
August, but apparently, the letter dated the I4th of June did not
reach the gentleman who signs himself with this squiggle' until towards
the end of July, and it is obvious therefore that it was sent by a
messenger, one of the lascars plying to his side of the water. “Since
than, T have not heard from you. I hope very much that it will be
possible to re-establish communications on a better basis............ i
That is his instructiom. The post office is useless. You must have
your own method of communications between this bookseller and his.
friends in England.
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“I hope you will have received the addresses -of various friends
with whom you ought to be in touch. Recently also, you may have
received @ note from me through M. M. with whom I hope you are
acquained. You inform me that Baker has been........... >

I may remind you that Baker is Sakalatvala— “........... has been
inclined to orticise the Methodist policy as adopted by the Church
session at Bombay. I can assure you that he stands alone in this
respect. He attempted to raise something of the sort but was
decisively routed and it was agreed that he was nob to make any attacks
on the Methodists. So he had no business to go around criticising.
1 should like to ‘hear more details of what he has'done as he can do
harm if we are not careful,

“T was sorry to hear that Hig. has been acting so badly, though
you do not specify his crimes exactly.”

Now, if you apply the code to Hig, he is the accused Iolekar.

“We must get sufficient number of people 8o that single indivi-
duals are not so impoertant. This applies especially to the Methodists.
There are all sorts of little groups more or less with us who ought to be
linked up through the Methodists, but as far as one can judge no
attempt is being made. Take, for instance, Rumbu: or even Zhurocgu.
They ought to be brought in....” Well, now, Rhumbu, according to the
code, is Mr. Sambamurti and Zhurocgu, according to the code, :is
Barucha.

“ Have you any news about Don ?”
That is poor old David who is at this time in prison.

«...Nobody here seems to have heard anything of him or how to
get in touch with him, Things are still very dull here. There will be
a talk soon and then there should be a lot towrite to you about. There
might slso be some suggestions about Ambrose...."” (I think that must
be the Rov. Father Ambrose.) “...I am inclined to think that he will
be asked to say in his parish. I have heard there is a university fellow
going out before long....” (referring obviously to Mr. Bradly.) “I hope
that M.M. will be able to get what we want. If you could use your
influence in this it would be very good. He shoud try to follow the
example of his friend who preceded him. That is the latest advice we
have for him and I hope that you will be able to convey it. With
regard to the Y.M.C.A,, the situation is as you say, but it is not possi-
ble to do anything about it at present. Is there such a thing as s
complete file of the College bulletin obtainable ? If so, please try and
send it. Also, could you send direct the published list of the colleges
_and their addresses- if possible noting any changes of importance.”

With regard to Rev. Father Ambrose remaining in his parish,
I think it must mean that this stalwart of the church is to remain in
India. Itis possible that it was thought that he might be well



(28)

employed in China but he is to be kept in India. However, he has
remained. -

If you bear in mind the rote marked “J”, the little one on note
paper, and this last letter; you will remember that the note marked “J”’
mentioned the fact that the Y. M, C. A, and the Methodist church
were getting too much alike and suggested that Spratt should have a
talk with Musa and the last letter suggested that Rhumbu and
Zhurocgu should be roped in. Bearing that in mind, this next letter
will have some interest. When I give you a copy of-it, you will
appreciate that it is somewhat difficult to read. It is the draft of a
letter from Mr. Spratt to “Deay Brotber.” Before I begin to read it,
I would draw your attention to certain things written between the lines
at the top whick were obviously intended to be pat in the fair copy
in invisible ink and doubtless were. You will also find that this letter
is an answer both to the Ietter signed by “J” and also to the last letter
which I have read. You will further find that it is much concerned
with the question of finance and on any sensible reading of the letter,
it shows in my opininion, quite clearly, as I hope to be able to satisfy
you is the fact, that the finanoes for this movement had been coming
over the Northern Frontier of India, This is how the letter runs:I
shall omit the portion between the lines for the moment.

“Dear Brother, I have had a chat with Musa. His c¢hief point
which you also put in your letter was that the methodists were
becoming too like the Y. M. and in fact were largely the same thing.
This is so in Bombay. 4 or 5 people run the whole show in congress,
and although the Bombay methodists have now 20-zembers on paper,
only some few do anything whatever. The others do not even pay
subs. The idea of membership of a church grganisation is yet absolutely
not understood. Leq & Co. (which according to the code means
Miraj ka) agree completely with this, but have been toa oceupied
recently to take any steps to improve it. Your suggestion in 9-8-27
re. Rhumbu ete. is of course sound and at the last A. I. C, C. we had
a sort of agreement with him. Such people cannot be organised in
opposition however until the leading people in the Church go over more
definitely. The next Church congress will probably be the time. (The
Chureh Congress is the meeting of the A. I, C. C.) Now, then, about
MSS (which I suggest is money) “Phusa spoke to me on the subject.
I think his will be a good scheme. But finance at the moment............
(It does not seem to read). ‘““Generally, things are bad. You spoke in .
a letter dated the end of May that I should send about 200........ (and
then there is 2 word I cannot read) ..... « ” to Baker. (I think it must
mean that I should write to Saklatvala—about 200 pounds) “I have not
done so yet. But in a month from now we shall be forced to or........ (or
go (fut, I suppose). Absolutely necessary should by Musa. The
general arrangements are not satisfactory yet. Actual sending is ex-
tremely difficult and each time some one has had to travel from Lahore

(Liahore 8 cut out snd kug is put above it) to Calcutta (above which is
Bul) is better. Distribution is carried out acoording to the plan we
sent. But there are always miscellaneous additions for travelling, ete.
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Vietors (i. e,, Fazul Ilahie) has taken a good deal thongh of course
Bhum was free. (Bhum, I ath sorry to say, is my friend Chaman Lal.)
Diwan Chaman Lal: That is, he did the case free.
Langford James. yes.

“Re. All India English Journal, we have had an informal
general conference. (Then there are code names for “people-
Ludjuch (i. e., Majid) and the other is Muzaffar Ahmed in Bombay.
. Have agreed.to start as soon as arrangements can be made.
It will not be official. In present circumstances it can be
done by reducing the present Bombay organ to smaller size
and devoting it mainly to univs. (You will remember that
Universities are unions). That should be avoided if possible, and if it
is avoided, more material would be required. We have therefore drawn
up a possibly rather ambitious scheme for the whole country, which
would resolve itself into a total, of nearly 200 a month. (£200 & month;
you may omit this cypher sign here) i e, an increase of 334 for the Y.
M. Lahore and Calcutta. alone. This is essential. The paper absorbs
all that is at present allowed. (300 orit may be 800 a month). The
rest is required for fares, etc. For a British weekly from Bombay, 500
a month ; for Bombay paper 300. And all-India propaganda, a new and
excellent suggestion. The released men especially should be enabled to
tour the country and agitate, and one man should do so continnally.
We estimate 500 as ample for this. With 300 miscellaneous this
comes to 2,400 & month. What do you think? Re. Colombo, at
present it is not possible. Re Nuddx (*Paddy you have got his real
name Upadya written then and scratched at we should like him to
come, of course, but he is bound to go to jail. At least that is the view
here. (I agree with it.) Probably not for more than 3 months, though.
So again, what do you think ? 50 for Y.M.C.A. 's office is ample.”

I will now read to you the invisible ink. But pausing for one
moment, with whom is Mr. Spratt discussing finances for this
movement in India? whois going to supply the 2,400 rupees a month
necessary for an All—India Methodist organ? The Bomboy paper, the
varioos released men and others touring the country for propaganda.
who is producing this money ? Is it not palpable that the communist
Party, either in Russia or England or wherever it can, is going to
finance and has been asked to finance and has agreed fo finance
. this movement ? Now, is it not palpable also from this letter that
communications are passing to and fro by lascars and by secret means?
Coming to another point, assumiug as I shall ask you to assume that
MSS means money, why is it that some one has got to travel from
Lohaore to get this money ? If the money is coming in through calcutta,
Bombay or Madras, there is always the means of sending it by post.
‘Why has some one got to go from Lahore to get it ? Because, asI
hope to satisfy you, people did go from Lahore and made trips to the

Northern Frontier for this purpose. The writing between the lines
runs as follows :—

-“T am sorry I could make little out of the photograph you sent,
with tine. (tincture of iodine). I think the chemical must have been
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almost completely oxidised. It took nearly two months to get here
(by the secret route, I suppose) and no intensification attempted was
of any tse. (I think that must mean ‘as it says that the letter had
invisible ink om it but it had faded Mr. Spratt he could ‘not find out
exactly what the writer meant.) I am not going ‘at this stage to
trouble you with this code.

I have taken those few letters because it seems to me that they
throw an extraordinarily Turid Tight upon the activities of Mr. Spratt
from the very ¢ommencement here in India. Meanwhile, Just before
this last letter ‘was wiitten, “God’s messenger” had arrived. (Gods
inessenget is in the ‘dock in the shape of Mr. Ajodya Prasad, alias
Hamid) He was so ahnotinced by Miirajkat writing to Mr. Spratt, I
think, bn the 21st of August, 1027. He said :—

“Liast mail, I got some books from Exglish friend and also twe
articles for krenti ‘(that is one-of their néwspapers). The books are
all important ones and ‘will be of ‘immense #se. The articles I am
putting in the lpaper. God’s messenger thas come from brother and
wants ‘to meet yoi here. He will go first week of the next ‘month
(5/9/27). Please come and meet him.”

By almost the same mail, there was a letter from My, Shate to
Mr. Spratt from Bombay. Ms. Spratt,if I am right, was in Lahore
or thereabouts i~

“T'am sending some copies of the “Masses” (that is, The Masses
of India, which is a prescnbed newspa.per) that were sent to us through
the boy ‘who reéturned yesterday I am -sending a letter that he
brought with him.” 'So that, “God’s Messenger” is one -of those
(I 'will ‘prove ‘this) who travel, in the guise of lascars between here
and the ‘comrades on the other side of the water.

The 'héxt arrival, as foretold in these letters to Mr. Spratt, was
the Engineer Mr. Broa,dley He arrived by the S. 8. Rampura on the
23rd September, 1997. He posed as a gentleman who was travelling
‘for selling patent underground drain tiles. I do not know whether
‘'he has 501d any, or tried to sell any. ‘He arrived on the 23rd Septem-
ber, and on the 29th of September, 6 days after his arrival, he ‘wrote a
letter to's friend. ‘He wrote :—

{Dedr Mac, T expect 'you @re ‘wondering ‘when I am going to
write 'you again. However, hére it is.”

I should like to say that Mr. Bradley writes excellent an excellent
hand but he.found necessary to print this letter. I shall quite satis-
factorily prove that he.posted-it. ‘‘However, here itiis. Iam keeping
well and have been wvery busy:indeed. The'banks:have been busy in
this proposition, I shall have to wait my -chance to buy. I have been
in touch with F. H. so that is alright. Well, I -hope things are
going well with you and that you are still keeping well. When you
wrote me last, you asked if I had solved that puzzle. This my attempt.
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Let me know what you think of it and don’t laugh 5 the attemptis
6/1, 11/24, 18/1, 1/4, 5/8, 4/6 etc. The weather we are having is not
so bad. A fair amount of rain to keep things cool. I will write you
again soon. But I want to hear from you to know how things are
going with you, Best wishes to you and all.

Yours
Leonard

P. S.Solve this:
8/7 8/1 4/3. 25 12/6 ‘1/10 ete.”

Let us see whether we can solve it, and whether we can give any
marks to Mr, Bradley for trying to solve that puzzle. The solution
of the puzzle raus as follows :—

“R. K. Karanth - Gladhurst - Santa Cruz’.

This is solved by applying your mind to enother form in
palgrave’s Golden Treasury namely.

The solution of the P.S. is also to be found from Gray’s Elegy,
and it only means “Report follows”. I have no doubt in time
Mr. Bradley may explain who Mac is, why 'he should be given a
secret cover addressed in Bombay and why report}should follow. I
do not ‘think it could have been a report upon the underground tile
market. I may mention that “I have been in touch with F.H." refers
to Shate which agrees with the facts. Mr. Bradley immediately got
into touch with Shate and the other communists. T have no *doubt at
all that R. K. Karanth must have received a great deal of interesting
correspondence, but of course it was unknown to the police in those
days. They are not infallible and so he received those he d@id. But
on the 2nd February 1929, a lascar of the name of Abid Ali was
searched in circumstances as to which I will give evidence on the
S.S. Minora and on him was discovered a letter addressed to
R.K. Karadth, “*Gladhurst” Santa Cruz, Bombay. Inside the first
cover was an ervelope addressed to'*‘Ghate”, wnd inside'that ‘again ‘was
another envelope addressell to *Jack”. ‘Ome letter in'three covers.
This is what was in the letter:—

“Dear Friend,

We were very pleased to hear :from you and to know that you
‘had met our brothers. We regret that Aurhur's spirits prevent him
enjoying himself and we .expeot him backsoon which is a pity as
we -thought there might be an :opening for him. I hope he
gave some attention to the work of the Salvation Army and the
Theosophical Society.

The Bolshevic, as I explained to you, is of course out to destroy
every religion in the world, perhaps thatis why he mockingly uses
these religious phrases when he wants.to be eryptic.



( 32 )

“...George had two friends visiting the Iatter and they may have
conveyed quite a wrong impression and so have been a bad influence.
If you find time to read the papers you will have noticed a lot of
discussion on a Commission to examine Mr. Roberts in which the
gentleman who gave you introductions took a leading part. Perhaps
you would netice report of & meeting at Brussels in which I believe
Mr. Saunders played a leading role on behalf of European Societies
whose idea is convening of a Constituent Assembly to act on behalf of
Mr. Roberts. You may remember the pleasant people” of ¥reland
operated such a plan after the war. Please remember the advice of
your Chief that what happened iA Manchester leadership will probably
happen at amr earlier sbage with Mr. Roberts. Therefore it will be
necessary from the beginning to make a direct appeal to the Brahmins
at large to select their own priests. This movement will help us here
in the present struggle against the opponents of Mrs Beasant........ ,

Similarly this reference is cryptic. It really has nothing to do
with that dear old Lady.

“...The papers will tell you how we are directing most sharply
our exposure of false friends like Mr. B. at present on a visit to Mr.
Roberts, who we hope will thoroughly understand his despicable purpose.
‘We have spoken with a friend of Mr. Roberts whose name I think is
Nehru who certainly is not & well-wisher at all butis angry with
Mr. B. and all his associates and will be ready to come out openly
against them on behalf of Mr. Roberts. He is much like Ganhdi so
far as the nature of Mr. Roberts’ Temple is concerned. He thinks
it must be different from “that of my publishers. So you will see that
he and his friends cannot be relied upon exclusively as they are very
much afraid of any really strong action by the Artists”.

I suggest that these accused in the dock are the “Artists”.

“Never the less an attempt should be made to get a public state-
ment from him on his attitude. We will try to send through press
further details of the line taken by Mr. Saunders and the Europeon
Sociaties for your guidance.

“We have read the declaration of the Brahmins of Bombay. It
is very good and work along such lines should be followed up. We
have not your present address but will send this by registered post and
hope it will find you at the old place. We propose to send copy of
your book to American Express Co. Bombay. Will you please write
again soon, especially with regard to the two religious bodies which
the brethren here are interested in *“Salutations,

“Besants.”

‘Well, it is not necessary at this stage to trouble you with all
the meaning of this eryptic letter. But you can interpret “Mr.
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Roberts” to mesn Tadia and you know “Muhchester” means Moscow,
and I think you know alse that there was a meeting of League Against
Imperialism at Brussels, and even without knowing who Mr B and Mr
Saunders are you will get further light upon what the lettet means.
For instance, “George bad ¢wo friends visiting the lagter”, the letter
being the Theosophical Society-in 1927 there arrived at-the .all-India
Trades Union Conference Mr. Purcell and Mr. Halsworth. George is
of course our good King Georgs, who -had two friends, Purcell and
Halsworth, visiting the Theosophical Society which means the All
India Trade Union Congress.

Dewan Chaman Lal: What is the date?

Mr. Langford James: I-cannot giveit. The date isnot here. And
‘the letter says they may have conveyed quite a wrong 'impression and
50 have been a bad influence. Then'it goes'on to talk of the Statutory
Commission when it says- “If you find ‘time to'read’'the papers’'you will
have noticed a lot of discussion on Commission to examine Mr. Roberts.”
Then it goes on to refer to the meeting at Brussels of the League
Against Imperialism ‘whefe ‘the Bsuggestion was put forward of the
Constituent Assembly. He refers to the fact that that was found a
good manoeuvre in Treland. Then he goes on to say most significantly,
“Please remember the advice of your Chief that what happenned in
‘Manchester (i. e. Moscow leadership will probably happen at
an earlier stage with Mr. Roberts,” ‘that is, India. "Therefore
it will be necessary to make o direet appeal to the Brahmins at :large,”
which means of course the workers and peasants, “to select -their
own priests”, which means that they should be induced to get their
own leaders. “This movement will help us here -in the present
struggle against the opponents of Mrs. Besant.” You .remember thdt
the Theosophical Soeiety is used for the Trade Unions Congress up
above, and “the opponents of -Mrs. -Besant” -are the Yellow Labour
people in England as opposed :to the Minority “or Red movemerit.
Then when you get 'to the remarks upon “Nehru”,.you note that he
is much like Gandhi so far as the nature of Mr. Roberts’ Temple is
concerned. That is to say it is recognised that Mr..Nehra—who I
suppose is Mr. Motilal Nehru—is not at all on the lines of the writer
of this letter. “He thinks it must be different from that of my pub-
lishers” ; that is to say that Mr. Nehru's conception of the future of India
is ‘quite different’to the conception of the writer of this letter, and the
eonception, as I suggest, of the ‘Wwhole 6f ‘the "accused ‘in ‘this case.
He goes on, *“So you will see that he and his friends cannot be velied
‘upon exclusively as ‘they are'very muc¢h ‘afraid ¢f any really strong
action by the Artists.” I suggest that means thit they are extremely
afraid—as anybody would be—of anything ‘in the nature of mass revo-
‘lution. Then be goes on to say “We have read the declaration of “the
Brahmins of Bombay.” Tt is elear the “Brahmiris” mean ‘the workers
and peasants party.

“Well, I have told you how that letter cane :irito our possession,
but thore is yet another letter. This is a letter which I shall satisfy
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you entirely was in the possession of Mr. Bradley, and curiously enough
you will note that it is signed “J”. It runs as follows:—

“Dear Fred,

] T have received letters from you-dated 24 and 31 of March
and 7 and 21 of April. That is all except for a report on the eotton
market of 12 May. Can yon let us know if any letters are missing. ....

The report on the cotton market is the report on the strikes in
the cotton mills in Bombay.

“...I have at last been able to see Jack and I have had a long
talk with him and others. You will be very glad to learn that at last
it will be possible to go ahead and get something done. It is not
possible to write you details of the discussions and proposals now but
I hope that before long you will see some friend who will tell you

everything. You will have received urgent messages about the New
York meeting. ....

Now in this letter “New York” means Moscow.

“....You may also have met a young friend with a message on the
same subject. I hope that something will have been done on this
before you receive this, as the thing is of vital importance to us. If no
one else is available I will have to use this young fellow Jhurdekug....

His real name is Kardikar and I will tel! you something about
him in time.

“...But in that case it will be essential that the Social Service
League give their consent. Possibly I will have wired yon on this before
you receive this. If this letter is in time and you agree that he can
represent the League please wire at once to me that ‘power granted’.
Naturally it would be much preferable to have a real representative,
especially as Jhu. does not really know anything about the League,
have never been a member and is also not a worker. He is anxious
to stay in New York, :

He is in fact in New York, i. e. Moscow, now.

“...But the above disadvantages will tell greaily against him
and I do not know what will be decided. I am wondering whether
there was any special reason why no efforts were made to get him to
join the S.S. League in your region. It will not be possible to get
much going before the New York meeting is over, but if as I hope
some friends come over shortly they will be able to give all details
and help to get things started. Definite arrangements have been made

for the supply of carbons, but just at the moment we are faced with
difficulties re. despatch.

You remember what MSS meant. I suggest “carbons” mean
the same.
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“....It would be good to get some idea how you use them also.
Have you any news of Alee ? T hope that you will be able to see him.
I do not know whether you have yet come across Nelson. I hope you
will.  On the whole the news of events in your region has been
received with great satisfaction over here. I hope next mail to send
you a long letter’ on this subject. The great thing is to get
some real rank and file organisation out of it. With regard
to the cotton shipments, I do not understand how this came
to get into the hands of Joss and I-am taking it up with the senders.
I have wired for them to wire instructions to you about it. ...ceevverneceee.

I must stop to explain the terrible disaster about Joss and the
cotton shipments. What happened was this. The International of
Textile Workers of the World sent over 20,000 roubles, I think it was,
to the textile workers of Bombay with cordial greetings, and it should
have gone into the hands of Jhabvala—as another sum did. But most
unfortunately Mr. Jhabvala instead of being the Secretary had been
replaced by Mr. Joshi, and into the hands of Mr. Joshi—that terrible
Yellow man—came this 20,000 roubles, meant of course for the better-
ment and amelioration of the téxtile workers in Bombay from their
comrades and brothers in Moscow. And the writer is saying, “I do not
know how it came into the hands of Joss and I am taking it up with
the senders”.

It got to the Yellow man instead of the Red and was used for a
totally different purpose from that for which it was intended.

“...It is & pity that it has not yet been found possible to restart
the paper. I had hoped that something of what Des has got might be
available for this purpose. ............

“Des” of course is Father Ambrose alias Mr, Spratt.

Any way I hope you will keep preparations-in -mind so that the
ground is prepared: By the way, whatever is possible for the New York
July meeting, there must be no failure to have some one for the young
fellows in August.

That is the Young Communists International at Moscow
........ The difficulty is that it should be some one close to us and yet if
possible not one of the babus, but one who has been on the job. Also
he must have definite authority from our fellows. Please do your best
to get the likely material turned over and the best route looked into.
The thing is of course very urgent for he should go very shortly after
you get this.”

“I am making arrangements for adequate supply of boost. By the
by, it has been decided to discontinue the mail. That will have to be
made up for by getting ahead with production inside and increased
sending of raw materials from over here. This is another thing now
in hand. I have not seen Patrick yet but I understand........
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“Patrick” ‘is ‘one 0f the Lascars I think or mhy be Padly
........ ‘but T anderstand there was an unfortunate contretemps over your
way a little while ago when creditors descended on a ¢oncert performer
and skinned him of things intended for you........

Do you know irea.lly believe that “the concert performer” was
Abed Ali, who was descended upon by the police and that letter intend-
ed for “Kara.nth” was taken away from him, and ;I-am strengthened
in that belief by the next sentence. N

“......]'am afraid that it mesns also that 8/13 7/2 5/5 5'/1 9/1 1/2
is no longer good.

‘When you decode that by Gray's Elegy it works out as “Karanth
is no good”. Aftér Abed Ali had been searched and the things meant
for Fred had’ been ‘taken away from him of course “Karanth” was no
longer any good It was no use sending to Karanth as a cover address
any longer. Well, I 'have no doubt again Mr. Bradley will be able
to throw co'nsidera.ble light upon this letter.

Ncw T dm not guite certain as to when the accused who is now
absconding, Amir Haidar, came into this country.

Mr. D. P. Sinha:—I do not quite follow. May I koow how
many have been added ?

M. Langford James :—Amir Haidar Khan—he has two names—
was added as an accused at the same time as Mr. Hutcjinson. With
Amir Hdidar has been found a letter of a éimilar hature. This letter is
dated ‘the 18th Deceinber, 1928, Hamburg.

“ Dear Comrade,

“This is to notify you that T have received your mail and
forwarded the same at once to the persons to whom addressed. I was
glad to hear some good news from you and also ‘your friend from the
ship was very interesting. He seems to be a very able man to carry
on our work. If you could get about 2 or 3 good men more for our
communication work, so that we have 3 or 4 men on the run between
Bombay and Hamburg, would be quite sufficiént for the time being.
This would give us about one ship every month. You always must
take good care, that your men: get and remember their right niamber
when they are taking up connexions with us, Tken ‘on -this - depends
the safety of our work. Therefore let the number be M 27 for four men
Sfrom the ship, and-for our 'men herein-Hamburg M-71. You ean
instruet your men that when they call at the International Seamens
Club, to ask for Carl or Walter or Jullus. Any of those comrades
introduced to°your-men would know the number M-71 and ‘ask the men
of the ship for-their number (M- 27) are our ' comrades, to whom ‘they
can deliver the mail, etc. 'and ‘speak too freely. -Further more it might
arise @ situation ‘that Sur Interrational Club and Communist 'Party
become illegal institutions, being closed through polide activities, so
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that your men will find nobody there. Under these circumstances you
will have to send your men to a private address, where they will meet
some of us. For the time being I will give you Julius’ address for
this purpose, so whenever the situation should become acute, that there
will be no stoppage in our work of communication work............

Then he gives Julius’ address.

“Also send me a good address from Bombay ( What does he mean
by a “good atldress”?) which I can use sometimes for direct mails to
you. This is necessary, there might things happen which needs our
attention and knowing about it immediately. As a Hamburg address
for direct mail, you can use the old one where you lived, this omne is
very safe. With the next mail let me know your opinion on this
matter or send me definite instructions.”

There is & great deal more which I need not read mnow. I will
go on to the end of the letter.

“Now, comrade, it is Carl who is writing this letter to you and
I will sign all correspondence under the name of Robert Smith. In
the matter of sending men to school to Moscow, I cannot do anything.
You must write all your needs and wants straight to the EKKI,
They are the people to decide on this matter.”

The unfortunate thing is that we have not got the mext page.
‘We have only got these two torn pages, but I think it is perfectly
clear that Ameer Haidar Khan had been in Hamburg and is definitely
in touch with Carl, and that Carl has suggested that it will be much
better to have three or four men on the Bombay-Hamburg run so that
secret communications can go as regularly as if they were going by
post.

As to where Carl lives or where the Seamen's Club is, appears
from a map found at No.2 Furopean Asylum Lane. There is an
admirable map of Hamburg with the International Seamen's Club in
five languages on the top and an arrow which shows you how you get
there.

Then I think in September of last year Hutchinson arrived and I
shall hope to show you from his activities since he arrived that he has
taken up this Commaunist work in good earnést. Even later than this
Adhikari arrived. When he was arrested there was found this letter
on him:

“Dear Friend,

Yours of Feby. 20th Redeived the following things from you
(1) Anti-Kuusinen thesis, (2) art. about National Congress (3) about
W. p. p., {4) German reconstruction, (5) Proletariat in national revolu-
tion. I am at present hard pressed for time and it is difficult also to
get an opportunity to send anything safely.  All things you sent,
except (5) have been looked through by the police. .... I will try to send
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the data you want. The New Era is published in Madras, Egmore,
Post Box.752. Your warning is unfounded. He and another man
from over there alone understand the necessity of having a disciplined
and strong party.. The Bombay group has achieved the following
result. They have been successful in forming one of the biggest unions -
in the country. The men have tremendous enthusiasm. They are
eager to learn and to act. But there is-a.lot of feudal reaction among
them which has not been. sufficiently strongly combated by our
comrades. Conditions in the group itself are anarchic. It is at present
nothing more thanleft-wing Trade Unionism. The “Times” and “English-
man’’report are exaggerated. Yes, the objective situation is rapidly develop-
ing. But the vanguard is a rear-guard. Party-discipline !-? But where is the
party ? “Individuals like feudal chieftains from the basis of leadership
here” says my friend against whom you warn. He asked me to tell
you that “your men” attacked him over there without reason. But
- the C. 1. has cut his feet as well as yours. He has nothing against
you. No body here is making any propaganda against you. In fact
the question never arises. The party is a political nonentity at present.
Want of propaganda among the petit-bourgeois intellectuals. Politi-
cal and party education to the workers. Urdu paper is being edited
by my friend. I write in the Mahratti organ.” )

Then he goes on to say about hunger in p. b. (i e. polit.
bureau) circle.

“We must work hard and quick - the crisis is ripening. Strong
org. is needed if are to lead. The small man should immediately come
if he is serious about work. Invaluable here. No job here - no time

also for a job. Must live anyhow. Solet him come to work and
hunger.” '

Obviously this létter wants a little explanation. Before I try
to explain it, would you look at the back of the letter. You will find
that significant 'name “Robert” on the back of it. Now let me try and
explain it. What happened was that Usmani with three others had
gone to Moscow, and my case is, and I think you will accept it,
that he was elected to the Praesidium as Sikander. Mr.M.N.Roy—inci-
dentally I think we shall be able to show that Mozuffer Ahmed was
Jealous of him and. was not on good terms with him. - M.N. Roy
was also of the opinion that Usmani was working against him (Roy)
Adhikari who was the latest to arrive was like all new arrivals apt to
be little critical of the organisation. “Oh” he says, everything is
bopeless. There is no proper org. and so or. But Adhikari is writing
back to Roy to assure him that he need not harbour any suspicions
about Usmani, that he is not against Roy and he has not worked
against Roy, - and Adhikari goes further and says. “He and another
man from over there alone understand the necessity of having a dis-
ciplined and strong party.” I don’t want in the least bit to enter into
these dissensions amongst thege people or to decide whether Roy is
right or Jemani. That is what the writer of this letter i8 trying to
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explain.  There is another thing which wants some explanation. That
is the referencc to “the small’ man.” The reference there is to
Nambiar who it is suggested should come out and who must come out
because the crisis is ripeming. I may say that Mrs. Nambia had
arrived previously: together with Hutchinson, and I think that from
one point of view you might-look upon the Adhikari—Nambiar Hut-
chinson group as more or less'a little group of their own. They
certainly seemed to critioise the -others-when- they arrived, ‘but it is
only fair to say that they backed up their criticisms with resl hard
work. As a matter of fact Adhikari brought with him a letter of intro-
duction to Miss M. Chattopadhys who is the sister of Chatto.

“My Dear Ganu.

Just a line to introduce my very dear friend Adhikari. T should
Teel greatly obliged if you would befriend hxm and help him in all ways
you can. He is a valuable worker.
Yours Nam.

So that in the opinion of Nambiar, ‘whose heart is certa.xhly in'

the right spot with regard to Bolshewsm, Adhikari is & rea.lly good'
worker.

.
-

Now, Sir, I won’t trouble you long with the evidence by which I
hope t6 satisfy you that Usmani visited Moscow: though it is rather
instructive in its way. On the 5th August 1928 Spratt, recelved a
telegram from “John” which ran as follows:

“Send urgently, preferably wire information, confidence placed
Orm Mussel two others in Manchester”, to which Spra.tt rephed on the
10th “Telegram unintelligible, no confidencé, suggest” wire Bombay "
Now I suggest in fact I will show that Orm=usm, and usm is Usmani
and mussel is Nassim, but who the othér two are is not a,pparent until.
you get to another letter.

On the 2nd of August J, which I suppose is the same as John,
writes to Spratt as follows:

“Dear Phillip,

I should be very glad to receive news from you............Have you
sny knowledge about a couple of fellows in ‘Manchester, Rhuden and
Uke-Rhug. There are also two more whom you are likely to know. I
ran across them the other day, and I would very much like to know if

they have any &uthonty and whether you would place any confidence in
them.

If you decode Rhuden and Uke-Rbug you come to Shafiq and Ali

Shah, so that the people who were, according to J in Manchester 1. 2.

. Moscow at that time were Orm who I suggest is Usmani, Mussel who I
suggest is Nassim Rhuden who I suggest is Shafiq and Uke-Rhug who

1 sugest is Ali Shab. I think it is perfectly elear that those were’
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the four persons in Moscow at that time. There is another
reference to this. Having received  this telegram, Spratt
in a letter which I need not trouble you with just now refers to
it. It is rather instructive to note when you go into it that John
telegraphed to Spratt about Orm, but Spratt’'in writing refers to
him as Joe he says “Joe by the way wired to me some time ago

‘asking about some people he had met. T replied in a rather

noncommittal’ manner that I did not know much of them.” So-that _
John and Joe, according to Spratt are the same people.

Then there is another letter which®throws some light on the
subject. This is a letter written by Alf in Liondon to J (who I am
creditably informed is C. P. Dutt) in Moscow.

“Since I had your note I sent the wire away to Des. but had
a reply saying that the thing was unintelligible, and upon further
advice I sent it over to Fred. Up to the present I have- had no
reply.” I don’t know what Fred said in reply, and whether he said
that he had any confidence in Orm, and the others or not but I don’t
think it will be seriously disputed that Usmani did go over to Moscow

and was & member of the Praesidium.
L
I have spent some time in showing you that many of

these accused aré connected with TEurope and that the
conspiracy was to bring actively prosecution over then. I have
also tried to show you that there have been regular communica-
tions by secret methods between here and Europe. I hope I have not
left you with the impression that the letters I have referred to are all
the evidence on this point because they are only a small portion of it,
or that it will be considered that I in any way underestimate the
activities which all the accused were carrying on here in India. - That is
3 matter on which I shall have to address you tomorrow. (The Court
then adjourned till tomorrow, 25th June, at 10 a. n. )

.



Tuesday, the 25th. June 1929.

Mr Langford James.

I remember that I said yesterday that at one time Mr. Usmani
was somewhat an object of jealousy to Mr. Muzafar Ahmad and it
would seem to be unfair to say so without indicating my reasons for
saying so. I HMave here a letter dated the 8th September, 1928, from
Mr. Muzaffar Ahmed to Mr. Soumandra Nath Tagore sent through
Miss Agnes smedley where he says this:—

“I have heard that some 3 or 4 persons had gone to Europe from
India. If they try to join any labour organisation on behalf of our
party, you should protest strongly against it. We do not wish that this
sort of men should go to Europe as our representatives. There is lob
of work in india. There is no need to go abroad. They did not do any
work here. I am always talking about these labour organisations. .
Bwt of the four persons “(he had priviously said 3 or4)” oneis a
suspicious character, but the labour organisations in Europe know
him thoroughly well.

That was one indication. This was at the time when Mr. Usmani
and these other gentlemen whose names I have spelt out of the code
to Mr. Shafig Ali Shah, and Nassim, were in Moscow. Ihave got here a
long letter from Mr. Spratt writing to Mr. R. Page Arnot on the
22nd October, at which time Mr. Spartt was living in Calcutta on good
terms with Muzafar Ahmad and he says this:

“Joe by the way wired to me some time ago asking so far as I
can make out about some people he had met. I replied once ina
rather non-committal manner as I do not know much of them. I have
enquired since, however, and concluded that they are probably all

rogues though one or two might merely be fools. You might tell
him if you can.”

These are my reasons for stating that possibly this eminent
member of the Praesidium was at that time not very popular in his own
party.

I have sketched very very shortly some of the reasons which go
to show that this conspiracy was,being carried on not only here but
also in Europe, in Moscow, England and elsewbere. In deference to
my Learned Friend’s suggestions I propose only to give you a very
very brief outline of the activities of these persons over here in India,
and when all the evidence is before you, Sir, and when you have had
an opportunity of reading it, I shall ask you to hold that the activities
over here in Indis faithfully proceed on the lines outlined both in the
books of the International and also in the instructions which from
time to time that body or some of its minions conveyed to the accused
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in this country. I have told you that Mr. Spratt assisted at any rate
in the formation of the Workers and Peasants Party in Bombay, and
from the letters which I read out. I think that it is clear that both
the members of that party in Bombay and those who were interested
in these matters in Europe were much concerned as to whether the
party should be in effect a communist party or whether it should be
a wider body having within it a certain number of communists,
not mnecessarily known as such to the others but of course
known as such to themselves. This was picturesquely put in the
language of Mr. Spratt whether the Church should hold its skirts a
little higher. It was decided that the Church should hold its skirts a
little higher, and in effect, the Bombay body at any rate appears to
have been a purely communist organisation. In Calcutta, that
unfortunate nomenclature had been attached to the body, Peasants and
Workers. That was put right. But I am not quite sure whether the
Caleutta body was g0 purely communistic as the Bombay body.
But with regard to the Punjab, I think I am right in saying that in
April, 1998, there was a Workers and Peasants Party started, and I
‘think its ideology was perfectly good. Three members of it are here
in the dock, Mr. Sohan Singh Joshi, Mr. Sehgal, and Mr. Majid, and
I am sure - ab least T shall ask you to hold - that their ideology is
perfect. The Workers and Peasants Party movement was extended to
these provinces the United Provinces in the year 1928, and on the 15th
of October, 1928, the Workers and Peasants Party for the United
Provinces and Delhi was founded at Meerut. That body was organised
on precisely the same lines as the Calcutta body, which by that time
had the valuable assistance of “Father Ambrose” and which had put
forth a manifesto under the caption of “A Call to Action” which is
extremely eloquent of its intentions. The programme of the Calcutta
‘body was accepted in toto by the United Provinces body, and so was the
“Call to Action.” At the Conference which was held here in Meerut, the
appropriate resolutions were passed with the appropriate revolutionary
slogans and the appropriate revolutionary phrases. I shall not trouble
you with that, Sir, in this opening, or indeed possibly with any of the
speeches which have been made by the accused persoms. Several
hundreds, or portions of them, will, I am afraid, have to be proved
during the course of this case. Now, to push on only with the history
for the moment. It had been the wish of the pioneers of this movement
not to confine it to any particular province but that an All-India body
should be formed, and in December, 1928, there was summoned at
Calcutta the first conference of the All-India Workers and Peasants
Party. In that conference, Mr. Sohan Singh Joshi was given the post
of honour. He presided and I shall make an exception
in his case and later on read to you such portions of his speech as
appear to me to be peculiarly relevant. It is the fact, therefore,
that ever since 1927, we find these two bodies carrying on their
activities in the Bombay Presidency, and in the Caleutta
Presidency and ever since early in 1928, they have
been joined by another body in the Punjab, and since the
latter part of 1928, they have been joined by another body in the
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United Provinces. It will be necessary of course for the prosecution
to prove the complicity not merely of all the bodies, but of each
member of the accused with thisconspiracy. As to that, I may say
at once that the evilence, generally speaking, is overwhelming. Each
individual accused’s case will have to be ca,refully decided on its
merits. With regard to all the accused, there is evidence of their
meeting together, of their writing to each other, and of their jointly
attending the activities of the conspiracy, and I hope to satisfy you
that while there is & mass of evidence against some, there is good
and sufficient evidence against all of them. Now, during this period
of roughly speaking 2 years and a bit—1927, 1928 and the beginning
of 1929 till they were a.rrestea—the) were canying cn’ cpenly their
activities. I think that inccn parably the mcst impertant of their
a.ctlv_l_tlg§ that which was taking the most of their time and attention,
and perably attracted most public notice—were the strikes which raged
in Calcutta and in Bombsy. There is no necessity for me to prove that
these s stnkes ‘were msblgated and garried on and prolonged by these accused,

because it is their proud boast that such was the case. I will deal
with that matter of strikes a little bit later. Along-side with strikes of
course there were from time to time demonstrations. There were many
demonstrations during the strikes. I am not alluding to those. There
were demonstrations, some definite and some with not very definite
purpose, but I propose to ask your attention very shortly only to those
demonstrations which on the very face of them must be for a commu-
nist purpose and a communist purpose only. When I come to deal
with them, I think you will see what I mean. Another activity is
their attempts_jo capture that distressingly Bourgeois body, the All-
India Trade Union Congress. The attempt was made in 1927, and it
was renewed in 1928, and I am sure it would have been pushed forward
actively in 1929 had time allowed. I shall ¢rouble you very shortly
with that activity. Coming along-side of that, there has been s
persistent adherence to the Moscow creed upon which I laid some little
emphasis when reading their documents, namely, that you should use
the Bourgeois nationalists as long as they are any good to you and then
as I understand throw them down the well. On tha, point I shall not
trouble you by quoting any passages in my opening speech. You will
see this point croppingup from time to time in various documents
which I shall possibly have to allude on other points. I merely indi-
cate it at this stage. You will see from a study of all the documents
whether my contentions wpon that fact are right or not. Then there is
another matter with which I shall not trouble you in detail here, but
which of course I think is of the very greatest importance.
These gentlemen had all over the country in their various
branches newspapers which were insidiously or otherwise ever-

lastingly preaching the gospel of communism. That again is a
matter which I cannot go into in length at this stage. If I were to
take up half a dozen passages from, say the Krantikary, one of their
newspapers I do not know if it would not be said that it is not fair to
take a few passages from papers, and possibly I might be met with
provineial jealousy and told that I had read none from the Gunavani,
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But be that as it may, I am afraid I must warn you that I shall have
to prove a large number of these newspapers and comment upon them
as being part of the organisation and dping the propaganda part very
strongly insisted upon by the authorities in Moscow. There is still
another branch of activities which I shall allude to namely the efforts
of these accused to poison the minds—T put it that way; they I suppose
~would say to instruet the minds—of the youth. That is a point which
“Moscow insisted upon very strongly. You should get the child from
its cradle and teach it class war. It is most important to get at the
youth. When I come to deal with that, I think you will*see that these
accused, rather busy as they have been on strikes, yet found time to
apply their mihds to this subject. Well, now, after I have finished
with these activities, I shall have something to say upon another subject
with which I won’t trouble you now.

I will first deal with these demonstrations which I have said are
definitely communist in their objective. Take for instance a
demonstration on Lenin Day—which is designed to glorify the name
and memory of Lenin. Lenin stands before the whole world as the
exponent of this creed of class war and the dictatorship of the
the proletariat. He does not stand for anything else. It is a
desecration of his memory to suggest that he can stand for anything
else. He would not wish to, and if you find persons definitely glori-
fying the memory of Lenin, whether they make speeches or not, they
can have only one object in their minds. They can only have the
.object of asking the people to do as Lenin did and to follow in his
footsteps, and that is precisely what they have done.

Mr. Chaman Lal: To honour the memory of Mohammad is to be
a Mohammad, I suppose.

Mr. Langford James: Not always. Another of these demonstrations
which to my mind ean only be put down as a communist demonstration
is the demonstration to celebrate the anniversary of the Russia u:-
tion. The Russian Revolution may be the finest thing that ever happened,
and people are entitled to their opinions on that subject. But if you
celebrate defintely the anniversary of the Russian Revolution, you must
not be surprised if any sane man says that you are in favour of the
Russian Revolution, and want to see the Russian Revolution repeated.
That you would gather from the very fact that they had an anniversary.
But if you get their speeches which definitely say that this is what
they want, that they want the revolution to come here into India, well,
the matter is set at rest. There is another one. There were two
unfortunate people, Sacco and Peri Vansetti, who were -executed in
America. They may have been nghtly executed or they may have been
wrongly executed. I express no opinion upon it.

Mr. Chaman Lal: They were wrongly executed.

Mr. Langford James: I hear my Learned friend say. “ They
were wrongly executed”. For the purposes of the argument I accept
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it. Other people have been wrongly executed. Bub the reasops for
celebrating the anniversary of the execution of Sacco and Vansethi is
to laud them as martyrs to the cause of Marxism and Leninism. I can
prove that this was so from the pamphlet which was discovered with
these-gentlemen, and it is obvious.that-it mmst be so from the speeches
made. Finally, there is - another .dempnstration which.is not so
definitely communistic by any mcans, and that is May Day. My
Learned friend may chip in and 8aY...ce...

Mr. Chaman Lall: T-was thinking of am occasion when I
attended a May Day celebration with My. Bamsay Macdanald.

Mr. Langford James: He ‘has -chipped .in and sajd that he
attended a May Day with a very well-known statesman of moderate
-iews. 'That is precisely the point T was going to make. ‘May Day, in

1y younger days, was a day of rejoicing at the May Pole. But in-these
so0-ahead days, May Day is looked upon as a-dabour day, the awakening
of labour. Whether you are red or whether you -are -yellow, yon can
celebrate May Day. But these gentlemen ‘have -eelebrated May Day.

My, Chaman Lal: And therefore they are communists.?

Mr. Langford James: It is not & fact that therefore they are
communists at all. But-you have got to consider why they.celebrated
May Day and what they put forward in their speaches. I shall suggess
to you upon the evidence that they have celebrated May Day for the
purpose of pushing forward their communist propaganda. The first
‘time Lenin Day way celebrated in Bombay Mr. Jhabwalla took the
chair, and in the course of an eloguent and impressive speech he
told the audience—I do not know if I am quoting you the exact words,
but this is the sense—that where as ‘Gandhi remains -an idealist, Lenin
went a step forward and -put his things-into practice-and he urged upon
his hearers to adopt Leninism and organise & thorough masserevolution
against all ‘tyranny whether it was capitalist tyranny.or Imperialist
tyranny and he was followed by-the accused Joglskar who lauded Lenin
and Lenin’s views upon mass action, and finally, a resolution was
passed. There was a letfer written to the conveners of the meeting by
a gentleman named K, F. Nariman who. calls himself B. A., L L. B,,
M. L. C,, and he very much regretted his inability to attend the
meeting. He said he was in full sympthy with the movement but he
said he was suffering from a sore throat and had practically lost his
voice. I am not concerned with this Mr. Nariman, whoever he may be
but the letter was enclosed in an envelope. We have got the envelope
here and on the envelope is written—I do not quite know for the momens -
whose handwritting it is—the resolution passed.

Thig is the resolution:—

“This meeting of the citizens of Bombay held under the auspices
of the Labour Party of the Indian National Congress to celebrate the
anniversary of Lenin, the great leader of mass movement in Russia,
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places on record the citizens of Bombay hearty prayer for the peace of
the soul of the great martyr who during hislife-time successfully carried
out the Russian revolution to the great relief. of the masses of
that land.” '

‘Well now I feel really that that is rather hitting the great martyr
below thebelt. That prayers for his soul were most necessary, I entirely
agree. But-that he would have appreciated them I do not think
is likely or at any rate he would not have appreciated them on this
earth. But the point of ecourse of this is, that however grotesque it
may be to pray for the soul of Lenin the great martyr, this is intended
to glorify Lenin as being the great leader of mass movement in Russia
and as having successfully carried out the Russian revolution, and I
shall be interested to know how these accused can explain the
sentiments which were put forward in this resolution.

I have mentioned May Day as being a demonstration but that
it does not mean that a man joining in it is necessarily a Communist.
May Day was celebrated at Bombay on the proper date, the lst May
1927, and a leaflet was broadcasted which I won’t trouble you with
now. It was broadcasted all over the place headed with the words
“Workmen take a vow to fight”. It was distributed broadcast by
Mr. Spratt, by Thengdi, Mirjakar, Ghate and Nimkar. A procession was
formed with red flags and with a caption “Workers of the world Unite.”

Now in connection with that a document bas been found written
by Mr. Spratt upon the meaning of May Day, and it was intended I
understand for this very meetirg, because it began :—

“This year Bombay Labour for the first time in its history will
celebrate May Day. Celebrations have been held in previous years in
Lahore, but this will be the first time that important industrial centres,
Bombay and we hear Madras, will witness them. It is desirable there-
fore to know something of the origin, history and meaning of the
festival.””.

Well, there is a most learned disquisition upon the origin of this
festival of May Day. Then it says :—

“In the years before the war when labour became a political
factor of the first magnitude this internationalism was in theory well
to the fore. May Day a preminently the expression of class solidarity,
bore a more and more marked international and anti-militarist character.
The hollow and superficial nature of those sentiments was revealed
when the war, long prophesied and feared, actually came. It is
significant that during the war May Day was neglected, except for some
feeble atterpts in the few centres of class consciousnéss such as the
Clyde. But with the growth of a healthier Labour movement after
the war, May Day regained all its old importance and more. In the
U. 8. 8. R. May Day ranks with November 7th—(That is the date of
of the Russian revolution) the anniversary of the seizure of power by
the Petrograd Soviet, as the important festival of the year.”
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Then = little later ::‘-

“The attention of the workers this year is directed mainly
to China. For since the war especially the old slogan ‘“Workers of
of the World United” has been amplified to “Workers and oppressed
peoples of the world, unite”. It has been recognized that the struggle of
the oppressed nations and of the oppressed classes is the same struggle
waged against the same opponent, Imperialism, for the same object,
freedom from exploitation.”

Well, that is very interesting when you think of the Theses which
say although you have the “United Labour Front” in Europe, in the
East and places like India that selection has got to be changed to the
“United Anti-Imperialist Front”, and that is what is being said by Mr.
Spratt here, but I will finish what he says. In the last paragraph he
says:— .

“The fact that the Indian workers are celebrating May Day this
year {8 a most welcome sign that they are acquiring the strength and
solidarity and class consciousness which are essential before they can
achieve the tasks which confront them.”

It is perfectly clear is it not that Mr. Spratt is putting forward
May Day as being a festival which is almost comparable with the
anniversary of the Russian revolution and is pointing to China, which
at that time was in a state of revolutionary ferment, with the intention
that India should go and do likewise. v

Then there was the Sacco and Vansetti demonstration there in
the same year and I suggest with the same object. We there again
have got the manuscript—I do not know the hand-writing-of the resolu-
tion that was passed lauding Sacco and Vansetti:—

“This meeting condemns the action of American Imperialism b=
in sending to death two innocent labourers, Sacco and Vansetti,
in spite of the protests of the world proletariat, but again
thanks American Imperialism for exposing the barbarism and
ruthlessness of capitalism and thereby giving more impulse to the
oppressed proletariat of the world to unite against Imperialism in
every country.” )

Well I think that bears out what I said with regard to the
objects for lauding the memory of Sacco and Vansetti. It is not as
two innocent men who were done to death wrongfully, but it is as
two martyrs to this particular cause.

In the Secretary’s report of the Bombay Party for 1928 it is
recorded with much gusto that under the propoganda section that is,
the Agit Prop.—“meetings, lectures, anniversaries, celebrations, publica-
tion were undertaken, apart from the sectional mass organization, by
each section for its own particular work on hand.” Then it says,
“meetings, Lenin Day, welcome to Saklatwala, May Day celebration,
anniversary of the Russian revolution and the Sacco—Vansetti murder
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condemnation”. These gentlemen also joined in demonstrations
against the Simon Committee. I lay no stress on that. Anybody is
entitled to think what they like about the Simon Committee, But they
took the opportunity of going out these anti-Simon Committee
demonstrations with placards “ Workers of the world unite.” And
they took the opportunity of burning an effigy of Mr. Baldwin, Mr.
Macdonald and various other persons. All that may be reprehensible
or not, but the point that interests me is this. They considered amongst
themselves in their own committee as to whether they should have
any demonstration against the Simon Commission ornot. You see
the Simor Commission, as far as I can “make out, does
not  lend  itself very much as a subject dfor preaching
class consciousness, the class war and the dictatorship of the proleta-
riat, but I am a novice in these matters and I prefer to take the views
of Mr. Dange, who has been at it longer than I have. What I am
reading from now is the Minute Book of the Workers and peasants’
party, Bombay, of the 29th August 1928, and what it says is this:—

“Dange raised the question of hartal on the landing of the Simon
Commission on the 17th October. He thought that the conditions for
a hartal were non-existent as the Simon Commission had no more
importance in view of the attitude of the other parties. The guestion
wag whether we should bring out the workers on a non-revolutionary
political issue.”

I quite see Mr. Dange’s point. The revolution of the proletariat
is his objective and he says, “do not let us bring ont the workers on a
point like this which isideologically unsound”. That -was his point.
Mr. Joglekar on the other hand scented a chance for making -a little
capital out of it. He said “he wanted to take advantage of the occasion
for declaring a general strike on thesrailways.” Well, there again I see
his point. His point is ‘that every time you have a strike of sufficient
importance you are educating the proletariat for the great day. I see
the point of both these gentlemen. In the end they could not resist
having - demonstration and they had it. But I think the most
interesting part about it is this discussion between these two Marxists
as to the “tactic” to be pursued.

Then they helda Lenin Day demonstration in Bombay in 1929
and that is duly recorded.in the Minute Book. They had very little
time to get it going but .they did their best. .And on that occasion
they had a leaflet which I think came from Caleutta which also found its
way into the possession of Mr. Joshi in the U. P., with a photograph
of Lenin—T do not know whether it is like him. This leaflet of course
is lauding Lenin. It starts with the words “Workers of the world and
‘he oppressed brothers, unite.”

“Lenin’s 5th Death anniversary celebration.

Brother Workers, do not forget this date.
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NIKOLAI LENIN.

Lenin was the chief leader of the Russian Bolshevik revolution
of 1917, and the Russian Bolshevik Party. Of the men whose thought
and efforts were responsible for the overthrow of the tyranny of the
Tsar and the abolition of the control of the wealthy and the zemindars,
and where the

PEASANTS ANXD WORKERS’

right to rule has been established, he was the leader amongst them all.
He arranged to unite the workers and the peasants of the world by
forming the international organisation known as the communist
Intenational. He was imprisoned while trying to establish the right
of the workers and peasants. Suffered the pangs of an exile, and was
even shot at the hands of the white guards who were against him”.

And they are asked to laud his memory.

. Dewan Chaman Lal: May I suggest that these details be leff
out, only & reference being made to them.

Mr. D. P. Sinha:  Who is the author of the leaflet ?

Mr. Langford James: I believe it to be Muzaffar Ahmed, but it
has been found with very many of the ‘accused. It appears to have
originated in Calcutta. I find here a letter dated the 14th J anuary from
Muzaffar Ahmed giving instructions to Bombay as to the important
points to emphasise. It saysi—

Monday, 21st January is the 5th anniversary of the death of
Lenin and should be observed by the Party, in conjuction with the
communist Party, in a suitable manner. It is suggested that on that day
(or if more convenient, on the day before) as many meetings as possi-
ble should be held, especially among industrial workers. It is desirable
that these should be advertised previously by handbills, which should
give the most essential points of Lenin’s teaching and life.

The most important questions which should be stressed in speeches
on Lenin Day are:—

. (1) his analysis of the nature of opportunism and reforras in the
Labour Movement, and its role as thelast line of defence of
capitalism,

(?) his teaching on the colonial question: the tactics and ulti-
mately the leading role of the working class in the colonial
revolution.

(3) The significance of the Russian Revolution, as the first breach
in the structure of Imperialism, and the U.S.S. R.as the
“Father land” of the “Working Class,” hence the necessity of
the defence of U. S. S. R. against the war danger.

Well now Mr. Usmani on that occasion apparently took the
Chair at the meeting in Bombay and he graphically described the

“

e
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grief of the people in Russia &t thé death of Dienin, because, he said,
he wa$ there and witnessed it Am} that 'ca,ll‘ed/forth from Muzaffar
Ahmad a letter to Ghate dated 11th February 1999, in which he says:—

“The foﬂow?ﬁgié the gitotation from “Spark’-*Shaukat ‘Usmahi,
the president, giaphically described the Beekies of frenzied @rief of the
Russian people at news of Lenin’s death, to which he Wwas an eye*
witness.”

"P‘leaSe ask Usmani to ‘contradict it Without fail and immedm-
ately. Lenin died on the 215t § abuary 1924 ‘on which date Usmani
was & prisonet in Peshawar Distiict Jail. T do nét know through
whose mlstake sich a fepoft hag appéared in the Spark. Tn any case
Usmani must clear his 'posmon

‘Well, I hope it is now qulte clear, But the rest of thespeech
was lauding the great lehder of ‘this Russm.n revolution. As my
leatmied frfienid only Waknts 1de mot to defer to the details, I might
say that similar demonstrations weére held in Calcitba and there they
carried signboards with “Long Live Soviet Republic” on them and
of course red flags. "Theit wers two fa¥gs meetings on Denin Day
in 1929, the details of which. I shall .give in due course, but they
generally follow the same line. «The Pnn]ab was by no means
backward. - There Ma,y Day was celebrated Wwith Mr. Majid in the
Chair, and Sohan angh Joshi attended, and they made .speeches in
which they lauded the ‘Government of Russia, and M. Ma.jld said
that he wanted to establish in India a Government of Workers and
Poasants like the ghie Which had ‘beth ‘establishéd in Russia and to
soparati religion from polities 4s had beén done in thak country. And
Both of khem latded thoeefforts of that body known us the Nan -Jawan
Bhaiat Sabha, which they said wals taking a prominént part in pressing
lforwfml this revolution.

Now that Srr, will give some ‘idea of the generafl lines apon which
that point-which I consider to be a very unéquivocal point in this
éase ‘will be proved.

Now I. -propose to give you, but once more very brleﬁy, the sort
of evidence which will be ¢alled upon ‘thé quiestion of ‘the activitres’
of these gentlemen with Tegatd to strikes. But Wheh I come to ask
you to appralse that evidence it will not be upon the wiuimbér of strikes
nécessarily ‘that T shall ‘Gwall Wi Wpoh the ect of them. To

¢ the fBo'lshén*k thére Bié two ‘fundanvental pnrposes in_a strike, or

provide, *so' 40 Sspeal, a rebearsal for The wemeral smke and the
migss_revolution, - That is the first objective. The other
q. objective is to glorify the Mmembers of the - communist party and
make them appéar &5 the recognized leaders ‘of ‘the proletariat—

the sort of man who gets things done for you. Well now it is extreme-
Iy difficult and” req‘mres 'a'good déal of ¥act i 3 You have ‘entangléd your-
gelf in 4 strike to &t out of it with any Sott ‘of honour to Fourself, and
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that is & point which rejuives » §ood déal of atteation. Bukthe m & in,

obieotive pf coikse is the education vf the Workéns, and it & Uiab point
of view which ltimately I shall have to stiess.

Now here I have s docuntent written I believe by M. S‘pra)tb, and
it is headed:—

“L'esson:G. Trade I!'Inibn‘Woﬂ;‘”

“The Iﬂnchomng of the tra.de unions in the class struggle general-
ly and in the national struggie in pa.rtfxcula.r,

“Th trads um’ons ‘a¥é Yhe chief inass orga.msa.hohs of the Workmg
class. They ‘teach the SootkeF c'la.ss inteest, c‘lass (’hsmplme ,and
fut¥oduce thed 0 ‘pohtlés fhey ate &chools of Fotnmunism. How
%ar cant Yhay take b aEtive role ?

“General Strike.Coungdls of a.ctlon They form the organisa-’
tional basis of the Dictatorship of the _proie‘ta,na.t in the national
revolution, The ‘woikdng 'class miust #oWw fake a 'leb.amg pa.rti by
party activity in the nationalist movement to trade uinon action.
Hence trade unions are enormously important. They are. active
instruments of all st.rut,gle which we must direct.and they are field for
propaganda. :

)

“Here we have 1o dea'l With 2 movetent not nea.r'ly fully ‘deve‘lop— :
ed. A good deal of the actual work of organisation falls upon us.
This is both good and bad for us. For our- practica.l work. we, xequire
& progfamnte on which to base our action in reoa.ta to “the trade union
CongEess........ "

That i the Hiovemeit as a'whote. "So'thiat Mr. Spiatt has ¥ecos-
nized that object really of forming these unions and teachmg them to
Strike is for the purpose of elucating ‘thew, Now Whit ‘happened in
Bombay first of ‘4l ‘Was this. "The objedt of these tomspiiators Was o
get hold in Bombay of all ‘the lmpo'i‘tan‘b what ¥ will gl strategic,
points. They wanlted to ‘collat the Railways, the dockya¥ds, tiamways,
and thah which is Also the life-blood o‘r Botbay commetie—the textile
industty, and ¥6 ‘oh. And they su‘cceedea very 'la.rgeTy in ao‘mg 5o,
They proceedsd apon bké.c‘h‘ly the same Tines i éa’lcl‘ltta. and ihey added

to these what I may call public utxlﬁ;} Wil bransport eompaniss, two
other rather significant spots.

"They ¢aptarsd Yhe employees of th Tehapore Manitions Factory,
and they captired the tthployees of the other arsennl at 'Kitkes, I do
not think they had- completed their .work. They were anxious to do
so T have no doubt a.nd ‘they made _efforts to do so. They obtained a
dominating influence on the Trades Unions concemed with those bodies
and companies. That is what I mean by capturing, so that the work-

men in those Trade Unions would act at the dictation of these
accused.
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I will show you from their own records that they boasted to have
control absolutely or partially over a great many of these companies.
Their intention was, I have no doubt, to get & strangle hold upon all
means of communication throughout the country, and they attempted
to do so at any rate up here in the north. It was only tecause Mr. Us-
mani either bungled his job or was unfortunate, that they did not
manage also to capture the Narth western Railway, but they entirely
dominated the E. I. R.the G. I. P.,the B. B. & C. I, and the BN.W.
Railway (here in this province at Gorakhpore). They had,also captured
as I pointed out—I will give you the names in a minute—the dockyards
in Calcutta and Bombay, and the Tramway Companies in both
those places, and I shall ask you to hold upon a mass of evidence point-
ing in that direction that the intention of these accused persons was
to bring about a general strike on an intensive scale on the Ist May.
That was their immediate objective, that was the point whicm
mainly in mind at the time when they were arrested.

From the Secretary’s report of the B?)mba,y' Branch, from which
I have already read—the report of 1927—he says this with regard to
the Trade Unions: .

“At present the party members are more or less connected with
the Girni Kamgar Union (now knowns as the Red Flag Union), the
G. 1. P. General Employees gmon, and directly are responsible for the
Municipal Workmen'’s Union, the Dockworkers Union, the Pressworkers
Union.”

That isall that he claims, but later on the list was considerably
added to and there were brought in the B.B. & C.I employees, the B.1.S.
N. Co's staff, the Tramway men’s Union, the Bombay Oil Company
employees, and as I said the Arsenal Labourers Union at Kirkee.

Now, in pursuance of & perfectly definite plan in Bombay, you may
say that from April 1928 till October 1928 there was practically a
continuous strike and a continuous general strike of the cotton mills.
I believe I am right in saying that 82 out of 84 cotton mills went on
strike. The other two are not really to be counted as within Bombay.
During ‘that time no less than 170 meetings were addressed by these
Bombay accused, and you will have evidence as to the language which
they used when addressing those meetings.

I have here a letter written by Mr. Potter Wilson, the Secretary
of the Workers Welfare League of India to Bradley, dated 31st J. anuary,
1929, which summarises the position I think rather well.

“ The decision of the A. L. T. U. C. to call upon the whole move-
ment to prepare for a general strike in opposition to the reactionary
trades disputes Bill is perhaps the most important decision taken by
the Congress. If this is to be more than a vague threat it will require
the most energetic measures to be taken in the preparation. At the
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same time with the development of the situation unquestionably
pointing to the rise of further big struggles, it appears that the T. U.C.
is undoubtedly pursuing the correct policy in issuing the call for a
general strike. Under this slogan the whole of the trade union work
in the country will have to bs orientated, if a successful stand is to be
made. The utmost publicity will be required for the decisions and
every section of the movement drawn into the preparations. I note that
the proposal for a general strike also came before the A.I.R. F. and
was only defeated by a small majority. It is inevitable that the matter
will have to come up sgain as the policy of wait and see, reveals its
importance. Last year saw many strikes deprived of the success
otherwise possible owing to the lack of co-ordinated policy. If in the
coming year it is possible to organise united action among different
sections’ of workers a great step forwa.rd will have been made in
developing class consciousness and gaining the aims of the Indian
working class. You have a very difficult and responsible part, faced as
you are with the implacable hostility of British Imperialism as well as
the opposition of the reformists in the Indian trade union . leadership,
and I should like to congratulate you on the pains taking and: excellent
work which yqu have carried out.”

The point of view of Potter Wilson is the point of view of the
factical advantages of these strikes to the cause of the pa.rty, thelr
value to the movement. '

In Bengal these gentlemen dominated and captured; if I may put
it in similar fashion the following imposing list of Unions:—.

The Bengal Jute Workers Association, with branches at Bhatw
para, Tittagar, Metiabruz, Budge Budge, Alambazar.

The Bengal Paper Mills Workers Union.
The Ichapur Ordnance Workers Union.
The Textile Workers Union.
The 24-Parganas Postal Staff Unien.
The Labourers & Cultivators Association.
The Scavengers Union in Dacca.
The Dhakeswari Cotton Mill Workers Union.
‘The Workers and Peasants Party.
The Angus Engineering Workers Union.
The Lilloosh Labour Union.
The Bauria Jute Workers Union.
' The Howarh Scavengers Union.
The Factory Workers Union.
The E. I. Ry. Labour Association at Asansol and other places.
?he Indian Seamen’'s Union.
“The Scavengers Union of Bengal.
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The Transport Workers Uniort (Kidderporé Docks)
The Calcutta Tramway Workers Union.

They had = series of strikes, one of which was started by other
persons but continued amd carried on by them. There was ‘the
Lilloosh strike on the E. 1. Railway which started in fact in December
1927 but which was actively carried on by the accused in Caloutta from
Sth April 1928 till ‘9th July, 1828. There were two strikes of
the Culcutts Bcavengers. There were two strikes in twd jute mills
at Chengail and at Baurea, or #sther ‘there were strikes nut ‘Chengail
#nd ons at Baures. 'The one at Baurea, lastedfrom-July 1928 to
January 1929. There was & strike at the Dhakeswari Cotton Mills,
another at Asansol, Ondal and Burdwan on'the E. I R.

There is a long letter from Spraft to Page Arnott which I
won’s trouble you with now appraising the work done by the party
with regard to these strikes and showing, as I shall submit, that all
the strikes were merely meant to educate the workmen towards mass
ovement.

Now that is all I wish to say about this, T have treated it, in
deference to my learned friend, very shortly. For that reason I do
not wish your Honour to understand that it is not an extremely
important point in fhis case, because I think it is one of the
most important.

‘Ancther of ‘the wactivities of these gentlemen was to sttempt to
capture the Tradesunion Congress. As T told you on‘the first day,
I think there are two Internationals of Labour, one is the RILU in
Moscéow and 'thé other is ‘the YJFTU at Amsterdam. Now the object
of these accused was %o ‘make rather the Trades Union Congress
affiliate to the RILU, and certainly to prevent them from affiliating
to the IFTU. The next best thing to affiliating te the RILU, what
has in effect I should think with the same result is to affiliate to
the League against Imperialism. Now at the meeting at Cawnpore in
1927 an attempt was made’ eithef to gffiliate to the League against
Imperialism or to passe ‘resolition lauding the ebjects of the Lieague
against Imperialism. I am not quite clear which, butin any case
whatever effort was made appears to have .been -defeated, according to
these accused and those who think with them, by a Mr. Purcell, and

- Mr. Halsworth, who were out from England and Diwan Chaman Lall,
and there are letters which I should like to refer to quite shortly which
show that point. -

Now this is a letter from Mr. Chattopadhaya, Secretary to.the
League against Imperialism, written to Mr. Dange. Tt says:

“We received some time ago an invitation from the General
Secretary of the Trades Union Congress to send a fraternal delegate to
the next Congress in Jherria. We are doing our very best to find a
suitable Trade Unionist who can representthe League point of view
before the Congress and at the same time save himself from deportation
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until the new law which is likely to comse into force before the end of
November. { It was a difficult task indeed 4o send anyone who could
really represent the League point und escape deportation). We are now
depending upon you and other cornrades to make sure this time of the
affiliation of the Trades Union <Congress to the League against
Imperialism. Last year it seewns to have been due chiefly to Purcell,
Halsworth and to Chaman Lall’s vacillation that the question of
affiliation was put off. I have now speken with Chaman Lall and
obtained his promise (which I hope he will keep) to suppoxrt the.
affiliation. 'We recognise the difficulties at home, but if you wish to
prevent the Amsterdam people from obtaining control of our labour,
it seems to us absolutely mneeessary that the Trades Union Congress
should become an affiliated member of the League, since in the prsent
phase of the movement, and undet the difficulties created by the
Government, it is not easy for the trades Union Congress to affiliate
to the RILU.”

Bo that you see Mr. Chattopadhaya, Secretary of the Leagua
against Imperialism, in effect says that of course the hest thing to do
would be to affialiate to the RILU, that is the Moscow body, hu if you
cannot do that, affiliate te the League against Imperialism. And he
attributes the disaster-of the previous year to the three gentlemen whom
he names.

Now I have got a latter written by Dange to Moguffar Ahmed
enclosing & report of what happened at.the Conference. I see .under
“Resolutions” in that report a resolution expressing sympathy with
the aims and objects of the League against Imperialism and Colonial
oppression was suggested, but was not allowed. The official party
supported by Purcell opposed it on the alleged ground that the League
was an offshoot of the Third International. '

Then there .is another Jetter written by .C.P. D}it:_f. to Dangs,
dated sometime, I think, in April, 1928, in whidh he says-this :—

“ Dear Gomrade,

Many thanks for your letter of February 29th, regarding the Exe-
cutive Council Mesting. I have arranged for a copy to be sent to the
Rilu Congress, as I think it is vexy important and that they shonld
know what took place.” Then.he goes on to say :— '

The whole business, both as regards affiliation, to -Amsterdam and
the cutting off the workers, Welfare League, savours wery unpleasantly
of intrigue sinoe they are.both subjects which should only properly be
dooided on by the-full. Congress and they were not.raised in Novem-
ber at -Cawnpore - which was the proper opportunity todo so. You
will have received copies of a letter from Comrade Saklatwalla on this
subject.
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These documents, I think, prove first of all that there was this
attempt definitely made by these accused to get the congress affiliated
to the League against Imperialism which was defeated, and secondly
that they were sending minutes of meetings and resolutions and so
forth to communists in Europe, whick were being forwarded to the
RILU in Moscow for their information. Now that was the position as
regards the 1927 meeting.

We then come to the 1928 meéeting, but that will take me perhaps
a little longer, so I don’t know whether Your Honour would like
to rise.

(The Court kere rose for Luncl)

The Court re-assembled after Lunch af 2 p. M.

Mr. Langford James :—1 told you that there were attempts to
capture these trade unions in 1927, and to have them affiliated to the
League against Imperialism. In 1928, the attempt was repeated
and you will have proved before you a document which is a manifesto
from the Workers' and Peasants’ Party, Bombay, to the Trade Unions
and their executive committees. The draft has been discovered and
apparently it is a composition of Mirajkar, Spratt and Bradley. I will
say no more about it at this stage than that it argues against the Trade
Union Council having anything to do with Amsterdam and strongly
advocates that there should be affiliation with the Rilu. In this
connection, I shall show that a small committee had been formed
by the Congress with Mr. Spratt as convenor to consider a labour
constitution for India, and I think also to consider what is known .
as the Nehru report. Mr. Spratt sent round a circular to the various
members of that committee enclosing a scheme which he put forward.
I will not trouble you with it at length at the moment. These words
occure in it: “It is to be taken as granted that the ultimate object
of the labour movement here as elsewhere must be the establishment
of an independent democratic socialist republic and the only kind
of constitution it can agree to is that of such a state.” It goes on to
advocate various things and I notice that under political demands, it
advocates abolition of all feudal institutions, landlordism and the
Native States, and the granting of the right of universal adult
suffrage, freedom of assembly, freedom of press and speech,
the right to organise and strike and the right to- carry arms.
The whole tone of this document goes to show that it is put forward in
order to advocate the Russian method. The criticism on the Nehru
report which I will not trouble you with at this stage is a wholesale
condemnation of that Report on the ground that it is bourgeois and
entirely reactionary. At that meeting of the Trades Union Conference
there appeared two persons who were sent, as I shall submit, by the
Communist International, with a definite purpose'(l) Mr. J. Johnston,
who represented the League against Imperialism and who had been in
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Moscow ]ust before, and the other was Ryan, sent by the P. P. T. U 8.
and also member of the Labour Research Department of Ausﬁr&l'fa,
which seems to work on similar lmes to the Labour Ressaréh
Department in Englind.: Both of these men delivered speeches Whith
I shall ask you to say were distinictly dommunistic 4nd‘in Ffavolr'el
the Russian system. The P. P. T. U. S. w4s then located at Cadtoh.
It has shbsequently found ‘refuge in its spmt'ua.l horne at Vladwnktok
That, very shortly pat, is the case Wwhich Will be developed in greater
detail as to capturing this Ali-India Trade Union body. -

I want to say just a few words upon the nctivitiss of Blese
accused with regard to the youth movement. The youth moverdent
I think, undoubtedly had its origin in Moscow and the 'impb'r't’a,ﬁcé of
training the youth and the very young ‘in the teriets of Moscow Wiis
early recognised. But I do not suggest for one moment that beéatse
people interest themselves in a youth niovement, that that is groand for
saying that they are carrying on Bolshevik agitation. It is this intertal
evidence as to the hature of the thovement which they hdve carrisd
on amongst the youth to which I wish to direct your attenition. TWo
matters have to be kept distinct in this affair. The first 'is an attedpt
to capture all the known sxisting youth organisationsand the second
is the formation or training of what I ‘will call a really Bolshievik youth
movement. As an instance of the former, i.e., ‘capturing ah existing
organisation, one may point to the Nau Jawan Bharat Sabha in Lahors,
which whatever its origin may have beéen is nBw, as T hope to satisfy
you, on the admission of these accused, entirely communistit in its out-
look, although possibly, its ideology may at ‘timies be Wa,rpéd id favolr
of sporadic terrorisma. But be that as it may, I think it'is fair to say
that these accused have ciptured entirely that youth institution. -As
further instances of attempts to capture the existirg institutions, I wish
to give you evidence of speeches made in Bombay and manifestoes put
forward to the existing youth movements. On the latter Point that is
to say, the formation of a really Bolshevik yduth moveient to train
the youth in -Bolshevik methods and objects, there is aldo ‘cotisiderable
evidence. Now, the position appears to be ‘from thgt point of view as
follows. On the 18th of March, 1928, in Bombay, there was passéd a
resolution that a Fifth Group should be allded to the party organisation
namely, a youth Group, and the Group ledader selected for this purpose
was Mr. Spratt. Mr. Spritt was absent from Bombay at the time, atid
he did not go back as far as I know until the next September, and then
only for a short time. That resolution was apparently adopted
also in Calcutta, but the accused’s hands were so full with strikes
and one thing and another that they were not able to give, das~
far as I can make out, sufficient attention to this youth movement
in either place. In Calcutta they were more awake and there they
succeeded in forming the Young Comrades League which undoubtedly
was forined by this body, as to which I have got the admission ‘of Mr.
Spratt in his own handwriting, if indéed that was needed. The objects
of the Young Comrades League-are stated to be:—"io crganise a radical
and militant movement of the exploited and oppiessell young men and
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women for (o) the redregs of their imanedinte griev ancgs, (b) the
Qstabhalnu nt of the Indepeudeut Republic of lnd;a ou the basig of the
so,,;a,l and economic emancipation of the masses.” You will alsq ﬁnd
t.ha.t study circles were started under the superiptendence of Mr. Spratp
for the parposz of t2aching thy youth what thsy shguld krow. 'Lhe
mObt important part about if is the books which they bad to read and
’l.he lectures which were delivered. Here is one instance. Comrade
Ha.zra, rea@s an article on Ixnpena,hsm in which he dwelt on the different
means of Impena.hsm, by different schogls of thou{_,ht He also
showed the history and development of Imperialism and so forth.
Comrade Spratt spoke something about Imperialism and tried to
enunciate the view of Lepin about Imperialism, and if I know anything
gbout Comrade Spratt, I think it must bave been very instructive.
That js only one instance, but there is a good deal of material to show
exactly what these youths were being"t?.ughj;, and the books which they
had to read. There cap be no doubt in apybody’s mind that intensive
training was going on in order to teach quite young fellows in Caleutta the
tenets and objects of Bolshevism. In Bombay, as I say, they had their
hands fairly full. But I have here a document headed ‘Youth’ showing
“that the fundamental task of the Workers’ and Peasants’ Party is to
bring about an organised Inass movernant of the workers and peasants for
the attainment of freedom from Imperialism, democracy and the eman-
cipation of the toiling masses from poverty, ignorance and oppression,
and ib iwells upon the importance of the youth in this movement and
says that the most ¥ital section which can do this is the youth who
are free from. obsolete ideas and modes of thought, and have the
idealism and energy necessary to conduct a persistent campaign of
agﬁtaj;jqn, edycation and an organisation among the working masses.
This is found with the Bombay Party, and on the top in Mr. Spratt’s
ha.ud“ riting, I find the following:— “Bhatt, State and Revolution.
Ad.thM.l Impenallsm Obviously, I think that this must have been
y\uﬁtﬁn at the time of the meeting of all the branches in Calcutta in
Decewber, and then it was arranged as to who should carry on the
work. JIf Mpr. Bhatt is to lecture to the youth on State and Revolu-
tion— we hpovv Jfairly well on wha lines they were being educated,
and when t,he case is developed against Mr. Adikhari who was
to lecture on Imperialism, I think you should bave some idea as to
what views they were going to get from himn. In the meantime, a
_Stndy Circle was started in the Kbhar Youth League under the
accused Hutchingon and we found ﬁith him certain interesting
books with regard to his study ‘circle. The members of this study
circle call themselves by quaint npames. They were called
Solidarity, Tenacity, Liberty, Fraternity and so on. Occasionally
Tenacity was in the Chair, and occasionally ILiberty was in the
Chair. But as far as I can make out, whoever was or was not there,
the training seems to have been very thorough and the book which they
were concentrating upon at one time was that admirable book by
Mr. Stalin on Leninism, and anybody who has read Stalin’s Lommsm
Wlll know exachly what news Tenacity, Sagacity, Equality and so on
yere unbxbm-f Mr. Hutchinson also has functioned among the youth
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in Bombay when he addr Msed the Matunga Youth League on one
oceasion, Now, pagsing on to the U. P. the Youth organisation there
seems to have been in the capable hands of Mr. Joshi and fhe objects
for forming the Youth League were certainly wide enough The object
was “to prepare ourselves for cleatmc & newer, better, and more youthful
order of society”. It sounds very cha.rmm but when you come to his
list of books which the youth have got to studv, you will ind once
amongst them the Communist Manifesto’ by Ma.rx, the A.B.C.
of Gommupnism by BUKHARIN snd Ten Days thg.t shook fhe World
by Reed, which is a book which purports to be  a vivid description of
the Russian Bevolution bub written of course from the Bolshevik point
o! view in ordar to fire ta2 imaginabion of anybo:ly who reads it.
There is ofher Bolshevik literature also. That is sufficient, I think, to
give you an idea of the evidence which will be led in order fo show
that these accused were paying attention to that branch of the propa-
ganda laid down by the International.

Now, in December, 1928, there took place in Calcutta a general
meeting of the All-India Peasants’ and Workers’ Party, and I think
all the wvarious provincial branches were represented there.
© At that meeting, or to that meeting, there was submitted 3
Thesis. There was plso submitted a political resolution and a thesis
on the Trade Union movement, and Mr. Sohan Singh Josh made the
Presidential address. I see that my Learned Junior is anxmus that
I should show you this which was discovered with the Youth
League in Calcutta. (Shows a big board with the words “Long Live
the Soviet India”). As I was telling you, at this meeting in -Calcutta,
various theses and resolutions were put before the meeting and I will
trouble Your Honour with just a few points upon them. This is the
first thesis to which I should like to refer. (Hands a copy to the
Gourt). It starts by saying that :(—

“The Workers’ and Peasants’ Party, with the mass movement
of which it is the most conscious section, arises from the condition
of explmta.tlon and political subJectlon in whwh the great ma.Jonty
of the population finds itself. ~ Its function , in the most genera.l terni,
is to achieve at least the essential preliminary step, :. e., the attain-
ment of political independence, for the abolition of ggzplqu;g‘tgon and
Jpolitical oppression.” ‘

Lower down, it SAYS i—
; oY

“The policy of the Party is thus based on & materialist analysns
of society, and the fact of class strugg]e between dlﬁerent economlc
classes.” If you turn to pa.tre 4, you w1ll ﬁnd —

“In its different conditions, it is inevitable that the Indian
bourgeoisie should be far less revolutionary than the Chinese. That
this is so in fact is shown by the history of the Non-Co-opetatlon
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Movement, which was betrayed by its bourgeois leaders becanse of the
danger of its developing into a mass revolutionary, upheaval. "

Lower down :—
“The bourgeoisie must therefore be looked upon as definitely

counter-revolutionary, and incapable of taking any part in a genuine
movemert for independence.”

On page 5: .

It should be emphasised that the Workers’ and Peasants’ Party
‘does not deny the existence of considerable differences between the
Indian and the British bourgeoisie, nor does it seek to minimise their
political importanice. Bub it maintaing that these differences notwith-
standing, the Indian bourgeoisie will never take part, but on the
contrary will vehemently oppose, any revolutionary -movement against
imperialis$m, without which neither the independence of the country
nor the welfare of the masses can be secured.” It contennplates that
the bourgeoisie will never join in this class war and mass wovement.

On page 6:-

“On political and economic grounds also it is evident that
participation of . the masses inthe Government while the British
bourgeoisie remain in the country is impossible. The masses must
therefore strive for independence from British rule.”

And lower down:—

“The struggle aga inst imperialism for the complete independence
of the conntry is thus the central item for the immediate futuie in the
programme of the masses and of the Workers’ and Peasants’ Party.
The struggle, having as it does the object of destroying the imperialist
control of India, must be a revolutionary one. Scepticismm is very
prevalent as to the possibility of revolution in India. The supreémacy
of a very efficient and autocratic Government renders the task of
revolutionary organisation extremely difficult.”

‘A'iid t'b_e'il the writer cqmments on that and sayisj th'ia.t diﬁicuilt it
‘may be, but it is not impossible. And then he goes at the bottom of
page 7 to say :—

“Theé illiteracy and general backwardness of the fhasses again are
held by upper class prejudice to constitute an insupérable ‘obstacle ‘to
revolutionary action on their part. But the masses of China and
Russia, equal to those of India in illiteracy, ignorance and corruption,
have organised on an_enormous scale, and carried through almost

qual[y difficult ’ revolutlona.ry taks, and have further shown remarkble
constrictive ability in the post revolutlona.ry penod It is a quite

erroneous and defeatist ‘idea to suppose thit it is necessary to wait for
improvements in the education or social or economic position of the
masses before any serious mass movement can arise. Improvement in
‘these directions comes onfy thronﬂh the mass movement.”
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On page 8 it says with some significance ;—

“The Workers' and Peasagts’ Party does not deny the general
atility in Indian conditions of non-violence as a tactic, bub maintains
that it will not be necessary for the Indian movement tp use this tactic
at all times and in all conditions. Anditis sbrongly op osed to raising
non-violence to the level of a prineiple. It was on this pretext that
the Non-Cooperation Movement was trayed."

On page 9, you will find an interesting paraphrase of the
“horseless” peasant in these words :—

“The peasant cultivators and lax.;dless field labourers demand
reduction of the tribute which they pay fo the landlords.”

Then, on page 10, when discussing the petty bourgeoisis, it says:-

“In order that this class can fake esny part in the mass
movement it must be freed from the polltlcal also from the = ideological"
leadership of the bourgeoisie, and ‘must learn the real ldentlty of
interest, both sconomic and political, between itself and the masses.’

Aj the bottom of page 10 you will find:—

“The line of action of the Party is to develop to the fullest
extent the organisation and consciousness of the masses in a
revo]utlona.ry direction. With the workers this is to be carried out -
by increasing by all ‘Teans the strength and, solidarity of the Trade
Union movement op the basis of forward economic and polltlca.l
demands and a policy of direct a.ctlon The pohcy of reformism and
the dominance of the reactionary Trade Union leaders are constantly
to be attacked, and replaced by a militant policy and leadership. All
occasions are to be seized to draw the workers info pohtmal action,
by demonstrations, meetings, strikes ete.” On page 12, talking
about how they should get their. demands :— :

“ To enforce these demands, & mass movement, using the weapons
of demonstration etc., and direct action, must be organised, leading up
to a general strike of workers and a mass campaign of non-payment of
rent and taxes by peasants.”

Nobody can read this without having ringing in his ears the
Bolshevik literature with which I troubled Your Honour at an earlier
stage. Then I do not think I will trouble you with this thesis on Trade
Unions beyond saying a few words about it.

On page 1 is discussed the value of trade unions from the poink
of view of political action and revolutionary aims. You will find that
later on it is suggested that it is to induce the mass st.mgcle for
indepandence under the aegis of the Workers’ and Peasants’ Party, and
on the last page you will find the international motif ‘introduced with
of course & recommendation that all the trade unions should affiliate
with the RILU and the P.P. T. U. 8. The political Resolution is
equally significant.
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Then I must now direct your attention to some portions of Mr.
Josh's speech on this occasion. Hea.ven forbid that I should read it
all. But I will try and boil it down as “much as I can. Pages 2to 4
of this speech are occupied generally speaking, with an attack on the
Congress and Mr. Gandhi is attacked, Mr. Das is attacked and

- Pandit Moti Lial Nehru—and very naturally so from the point of view
of these gentlemen. Then he deals with the Simon Commission and
he deals with the Nehru Report. . I will just read a -few words about
the letter from page 5:— : )

“We had been hearing the word “Swaraj” from the lips of the
congress leaders but we never understood its significance. This word
has been so vaguely applied that one can make it mean anything one
likes. To some it means Complete Independence, to others Dominion
Status. None had defined it so far, so nobody was certain what our
Congress friends meant by it. Sometimes reactionaries manage, by
jugglery of words, to pass as extremists. But time comes when they
are revealed in their true colour. Many leaders had been posing as
extremists under the cover of undefined Swaraj. But now that the
Nehru Report has defined it, they are shown to be reactionaries. Not
only do they wish to remain chained to chariot wheels of the Empire,
but they wish also to leave armed forces and “ Foreign Affairs in the
British hands.”

He goes on like this for some considerable time and on page 7 he
is lashed to indignation by the fact that the King, the Governor
General and the Governors should remain in the Nehru scheme. Then
on page 8 he gets on to another question, and that is the Independent
League of India which I understand from the Comintern was started
by Mr. Jawahirlal Nehru, and be is very upset about that. You will
find at the bottom of page 8 that he says:—

“On the other side our party is carrying on an uncompromising
campaign for Complete Independence, our Workers and Peasants’
Party is an Independent party and our slogan is Complete Indepen-
dence. Then what was the need of this new party? All people who
believe in revolution and class struggle should join our party and
placing before the workers ‘and peasants a revolutionary programme |
should orgsnise them to win freedom.”

His point is, “We are the real revolutionary mass party here in
Indis. What is then Mr. Jawahirlal Nehru doing starting with
another party”. Then he deals with the trade union pomt and you
notice that on page 11 he says :—

“But we must have an official agent in Great Britain who may
give to the British workers true information about the Indian Trade
Union movement. In my opinion we should seleet the Workers
Welfare League of India, London, for this purpose, for it has proved
by its activities its complete sympathy with the Indian workers cause
and its readiness to help them in their struggle.”
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Yes, it had paid Mr, Bradley £ 40 a month and also succeeded in
giving useful information and advice. But I have missed something
on page 10 in regard to. the question of affiliation. He said:—

“I have been greatly pleased to see that the League against
Imperialism is trying to organise the revolutionary workers and the
national movements of the colonial countries on international basis,
and the importance of- its propaganda work can be judged from the
fact, that the literature produced by it has been proscribed under the
Sea Customs Act by the Government of India. Because the League
is out to abolish Imperialism from the face of the earth and we too
have the same objects, we should therefore have no objection to have
connections with it. Personally I wish, that if practicable, we should
secure affiliation with the International of Moscow or with the
Peasants International Kristentern, because these Internationals
are the real supporters of the political, economic and social emancipa-
tion of the proletariat and have shown by their attitude that they have
been unceasingly fighting against capitalism and Imperialism.”

" Then on page 14 he passses on to deal with the question of the
peasants, and he deals with the Bardoli question. Then on page 17
he comss to that slogan so dear to the heart of the Bolshevik, “The
Coming War.” They wish you to believe that the capitalist states
are arming against them for war, the “ white terror” is arriving. And
towards the middle of that page he says :—

“ Russia and Great Britain are the representatives of these war
preparations. Russia stands for liberty, equality and fraternity and
Britain for Capitalism and Imperialism. Which means exploitation.
A great rivalry exists between them.. Russia does not want war in
reality, nor can she gain by a war. But her existence means a massege
of revolution to the poor workers and peasants all over the world. As
long as the Russian Bolshevik Government exists it will be beacon light
for the revolutionaries the world over. The people will imbibe revolu-
tionary and communist ideas and will try by every possible means, to
overthrow the existing order of things. But the Imperialist Govern-
ment wish o orush the Soviet rule and replace it by one of their own
kind and thus give a set back to the Socialist movement all over the
world. For this reason it is that the Imperialist countries, especially
Great Britain, are trying to destroy Russia.”

On dage 18 there is an interesting passage under the heading,
“Our Enemies’.

“Our enemies have begun to discredit us in many ways and alienate
public sympathy from us by their malicious propaganda in the
Press and on the platform, so that they may easily arrest and confine
us. They dub us as Bolshevics and Communists and the like, but we
must not lose heart. Is it not a matter of pride to be called a Bolshevic?
Because Bolshevic is one who replaces the present rotten order
of things by a new and just system in which the wealth is distributed
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justly where there are no poor and no rich classes, where there is no

nﬁmploymonb in which there is an end of the ruler and the ruled,
oppressor and the oppressed employer and the employee, landlord and,
peasant, where every oneis prosperous and gets all he needs, where
all live a happy and prosperous life. To speak my mind freely I am
working to bring about such an order of things and because the Bolshevies
of Russia have shown us the way in this respect, we are thankful
to them. Xf our enemies call us Bolgheyics, we accept the epithet,
because we know that Bolshevism stands for liberty, equality and
fraternity.” '

And there honest Mr, Josh speaks from his heart and Tam quite
sure he ig honest abouf it and I am certain that be did want to bring
this Bolshevic revolution into India, That is my case, He may have
believed it to be g blessing in disguise bu} there cannot be any question
as to the intentions of these gentlemen after passages such as these.
Then he sums up his programme on page 19, and you notice what he
wants shortly is:i—

“First, that our programme should be based on class struggle.
‘We should work for 100 per cent. organisation, we must see that all our
members become class - conscious and know their goal and how to
reach it,”

Then the second point is that they want eomplete independence.

His third point is the abolition of landlordism and the Indian
States.

The fourth is that we “should look sharp to secure infernational
affiliations with all those parties who are bent upon destroying
imperialism.”

Fifth, “We should try our best to disseminate our ideas among
the young men, because they are ever ready to give up old rotten
ideas and imbibe the fresh and healthy ones. Besides young men are

full of energy and enthusiasm and these are th@ qualities that will
stand s in good stead.”

He had a cansiderabla number of young men in his audience
because the “Young Comrades League” had been directed to send, as

I find from the papers, a deputation of 50 delegates to this particular
conference.

Then in conclusion he says;—
st A

“I have taken a good deal of your precious time, a few words
more and I have done. The age through which we are passing is the
age of democracy, I do not  want to be a prophet, but I say that the
present century “will see Socialism and Communism governing the
world. * Kingship will wholly vanish ‘from the surface of the earth.
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Mussolinis that are now oppressing the poor and helpless hamanity
will be wiped off the world. Empires and imperialism will cease and
the present rotten and unjust system will give way to a new and jush
systems.”

Then he gets so worked up that he recites waving I
understand a red flag the Internationale, and ends up with the slogans
“Long live the Proletarian Revolution. Long live the Soviet Rule.
Long live Marxzism and Leninisin. Long live the solidarity of tbe
exploited people of the earth. Long live the workers and peasants
party of India.” ° And the room crashed with cheers, because
Mr. Josh had exactly voiced the feelings of everybody in the room and
certainly of all of the accused who were there. He had indeed nobly
vowed their sentiments, albeit a little ingenuously.

That will give you some insight into the working of thls All-
India Workers and Peasants Party Conference and to show you what
exactly it meant.

Now I come to another branch of this subject. As I have already
said, I think the question as to whether these accused or any of them
were in fact banded together into a regular Communist Party is not
one which it is at all necessary for me to prove in this case. This
court is not going to appraise the guilt or innocence of the accused
in this case according to the extent to which they had graduated in
Leninism or in the tactics of the Third International. The question
in this case will not be whether any or all of the accused were orthodox
members of an orthodox Moscow Communist Party. The test question
really.is whether the accused or any of them have conspired to deprive
the King Emperor of his sovereignty and have consplred to do that by
) class war and a mass revolution. It is not the orthodoxy of the
ideology of any accused as a Bolshevik, that matters, but whether he has
imbibed the Bolshevik objective and conspired to put the Bolshevik plan
into action. That is the crucial point. As evidence of that his actions,
such as those which I have ]ust referred to, are extremely important.
But in fact at the end, in fact just about the time when Comrade
Josh was so eloquently voicing the opinions of all that assembly, just
about that time, several of fhem were forming themselves into a
definite Communist Party which was to be affiliated to the Third
International. Now you will forgive me if I go back a little and tell
you something sbout the previous history of this matter. You have
noticed no doubt in Mr. Spratt’s letters, or one of them, a reference
to the old Y. M., when the question arose between him and somebody,
I think Mr. Fazl Ilahi, as to whether the Church in Bombay should
be founded upon the Methodist plan or whether it should as he put it

. bhold its skirts a little highier and be in fact like the old Y. M. Well
now the facts in so far as it is et all necessary to know them in this
trial about the old Y. M. are these. In 1924, apparently there appears
to have been & body which called itself the Communist Party of India.
Dissensions arose in its midst and it is not for me to adjudicate upon
them. Somebody bolted with the funds and other people captured the
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institution. For the purpose of this trial I think it is suflicient to say
that there was apparently an attempt to resuscitate this body in 1926,
made I believe by Mr. Muzaffax Ahmad. But it was an entirely
moribund condition. It apparently came to life for one brief moment
in 1927 about May, when it issued a somewhat bombastic report.
‘With the exception of issuing that report I cannot find that it ever
functioned at all during the period which your Honour will have in
review in this case. But it is well to bear in mind that there was such
a body. Now early in 1928 Mr. M. N. Roy, who has continued tosplay a
very large parts in this conspiracy, sent a letter to Mr. Musaffar
Ahmad. Tt never reached Mr. Muzaffar Ahmad because it was
intercepted in route. When I say that Mr. M. N. Roy sent a letter
I should be rather more precise in saying that a later signed “J”
which I shall convince you was written by Mr. C. P. Dutt, was sent
to Mr. Muzaffar Ahmad, and attached to it was a report unsigned
reviewing the whole situation in India at that time. That report
appears to have emanated from Mr. M. N. Roy. Now one interesting
part about this document is that it was referred to in the Legislative
Assembly. Promptly the workers and peasants party in Bombay
took action upon it and they had a meeting to consider what was
the best line to adopt with regard to this letter. Now they had never
seen the letter. 'They knew nothing whatever about it, but of
course knew all about Mr. M. N. Roy and C. P. Dutt. They decided
instanter upon the line which they should take, namely that they
should say and publish in the newspaper that this letter was a fabrica-
tion. And they did so. It must seem strange to any on that a letter
which is addressed to Muzaffar Ahmad in Calcutta should be
stigmatised as a fabrication by the Workers and Peasants’ party in
Bombay through Mr. Ghate, but such is the case. Now this letter
I am afraid I must trouble you with in extenso, because it scems to me
to be of extreme importance.

Mr. D. P. Sinha.; Since this is a latter of very exceptional
character, may I know in what way he proposes to make it admissible
in evidence.

Mr. Langford James: This is a latter arriving in India from
Mr. C. P. Dutt who is one of the conspirators outside this realn
who cannot be put before this court, at any rate is not before this-
court ; and it encloses a document which is either.written by Mr. Dutt
or by Mr. Roy and therefore under section 10 of the Evidence Act it
is perfectly good evidence against the other conspirators here in the
dock. That is the way it is made evidence. As for the proof of the
letter you may take it from me that it will be proved how it arrived
in India and how it was seized and so forth...,

Dewan Chaman Lal: Mr. Dutt is not a conspirator.

Mr. Langford James: I have just said that Mr. Dutt is a cons-
pirator and that is a fact to be borne in mind for the appreciation of
section 10.
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Dewan Chaman Lal: So far as this case is concerned, he is not
a conspirator.

The Court: The petition of complaint is that the accused cons-
pired with persons known and unknown. That gives a very wide
latitude. At any rate they did conspire with other persons than

. themselves, and if Mr. Dutt and Mr. Roy are two of the known persons
I suppose they are part of the conspiracy according to the prosecution
case. I dopot say anything about the admissibility of the letter now.
That is a question to go into when the document is produced as evi-
dence.

(Mr. D. K. Sinha objected further.)

I may state shortly the position. It is this. Roy is taking up
the same matter which has been discussed between Spratt and Faazl-
Ilahi and the communists in Enrope, namely the composition of this
Workers and Peasants Party, and the point, as I understand i, is that
you must have for practical hard work a communist party. You cannob
have in India & legal communist party. It must be illegal and therefore
the best thing to do is to have a secret communist party, and he argues
that a communist party can exist legally in India only if it abstains
from the preparation to wage war against the King, on the other hand
he is horrified at the idea that a communist party could possibly abstain,
from preparation to wage war against the King, and in effect he says
that legality can only be had at the expense of the very raison d'etre of
the communist party. The raisen d’etre of the communist party is to
destroy the rule of His Majesty, to deprive him of his sovereignty,
and, therefors, if you have a legal communist party it is no use at all,
it cannot function. That is primarily his point. .

I have no doubt, following upon that, that these gentlemen when
they ware in Caloutta very carefully considars the question as to what
was to ba done for the future, and they cam3 £ the conclusion, as far
as I can make out from tha papers, that the Church must hold its skirts
even higher, to adopt Father Ambrose’s metaphor; if ons may say o,
that it should go into short skirts, and they actually did form
their communist party. They were intened to receive at that time
a document from the Executive Committee of the Third International.
They were intended to receive this document at their Conference. I
do not know when they actually received it but it is found with many
of them. There were apparently several copies. This is an instructive
document. It is dated 2nd December, 1928 and runs as follows:—

“To the All-Indian Conference of Workers’ and Peasants’
Parties.

The Communist International supporting every-where the revolu-
tionary movement of the toilers and the oppressed, through your
organisation, albeit not part of our international body, send its greet-
ings to the workers and peasants of India now waging a heroic struggle
against imperialist oppression and feudal reaction upon one of the mosé
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important sections of the world front. The victorious progress of this
struggle demands in our opinion, above all, the creation of an indepen-
-dent class party of the proletariat, the uniting and raising of the
isolated actions of the peasants to the highest political level, and the
formation of a real revolutionary bloc of workers and peasants, undes
the leadership of the proletariat not in the form of a united workers
and peasants’ party, but on the basis of cooperation in deeds betweer
the mass organisations of the proletariat on the one hand, and peasant
leagues and committees on the other, for the overthrow of the imperia-
lists and the destruction of the political and economic basis of colonial
exploitation and slavery. The growing influence of the workers and
peasants’ parties and particularly the attendance of thousands of
peasants at your provincial conferences, proves that the understanding
of the necessity for this militant bloc is penetrating among ever large
masses of toilers,

Your Conference is taking place at a moment which may become
the turning point in the history of the national revolution. The
furious preparations of the British bourgeoisie for a new imperialistic
slaughter, and the intensification of all forms of colonial plunder anc
terror, place the peoples of India in a position from which there is nc
other way out, but open and determined fight for the overthow of the
alien yoke. The revolutionary crisis in the country is maturing. In
the strike movements various detachment of the working class ( parti-
cularly the Textile Workers of Bombay ) begin to come out as an
independent force, conscious of the irreconcilability of its interests
with imperialism and the chaffering bourgeoisie, and of its historic role
as the champion of the national revolution. More painfully, and slowly.
but with equal certainty, the oppressed ruined and disunited peasantry i
entering the path of organised struggle. Growing unemployment,ruin and
hopelessness stir also the town petty bourgeoisie to revolutionary activity
The pent-up discontent of the masses, the despair and the sublime
hatred for the oppressors, is already breaking forth to transform these
isolated and defensive actions into an aggressive fight against Britist

imperialism and its native allies, that is the fundamental task befor
your Conference.

The main obstacle to the victorious organised struggle againsi
British imperialism and its feudal allies—in the period of increasing
terrorism and bloody repression—is the influence of opportunist
bourgeois nationalism. Each day brings and will bring fresh proof o
the treachery of the bourgeoisie, of its bringing before imperialism, o
its intention to bargain and to come to terms with the latter behind
the backs of the toilers of India and at their expense. Lately thii
treachery has assumed the character of the most cynical toying witl
the slogan of “independence” which the Swarajists now throw out
to deceive the masses, now tucked away in their pocket (the Moti La
Nehru Report), in order to penetrate into the Simon Commission
through the back stairs, and now raise again in a distorted shape
simultaneously with the “ dominion status” slogan. However crude
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downright dishonesty this game may be, the penal regime and bloody
repression of any exposing criticism, particularly Communist criticism,
create a state of things under which the fraud of bourgeois nationalism
still keeps its hold on a -considerable section of the toilers. The
struggle against this fraud compels you not only te determined and
relentless exposure of the bourgeois treachery, but alse through
systematic everyday activity te bring home this exposure, to the masses
of the workers and peasants. Wne experience of the last movement
in Bardoli .showed how great the danger isstill that not only the
bourgeoisie, but even the usurers, who buy out the peasants’ lands find
themselves able to subordinate the movement of the peasants and to
utilise it for their own ends. No declarations of readiness to combat
opportunism have any revolutionary worth if there is no practical and
actual proof of the waging of this struggle among fhe masses, and of
the overcoming of the bourgeois influence is persistent every day work.

The greatest danger to the organisation of the masses, to the
creation of a revolutionary bloc of the prolétariat leadership in
this bloc, consists not only in bourgeois nationalism as such,
but comes from the organisations and groups of * prominent” petty-
bourgeois intellectuals actually influenced by the former -the
“Independence Teague.” The wavering and oscillating petty—
bourgeois intellectuals of India are;either ‘tied up with the sys-
em of landlordism and usury and preach a return to obsoléte forms
of precapitalist exploitation idealised by them, or they reflect the inter-
ests of capitalist exploitation being ‘the agents of the bourgeoisie within
the national movement. In either cass they demy ‘the -importance
of the class struggle, and whilst claiming to be “‘at the head” of
workers' and peasantes’ movement, they are fit in reality only'to
behead it. The better element alone of the petty-bourgeoisie intellec-
tuals with a revolutionary frame 'of mind ‘may rise'to the :proletarian
class viewpoint, and become a positive factor in ‘the national:revolu-
tionary struggle. ’

Ths “Independence ‘league” at ‘least in its present shape in.fact
assists official Swarajism in its nefarious play with the slogans of
“independence” and “‘dominion status”. Duly appreciating the very
fact of the organisation of this Lieague as proof that at the present.time
one cannot approach the masses without -demanding independence and
she overthrow of imperialism, your Conference at the same time cannot
fail to disassociate itself from the -confusion !'and ‘twaddle which
characterises the advertised League platform with its lavish promises.

The masses must realise that all the talk of the organisers of the
League in their platform about “nationalisation™ and socialisation is
are empty sound if in the same breath they recommend FOR THE
PRESENT" impartial board for arbitration with a view to making
strikes and lockouts unnecessary” (platform of the Bengal Independence
League).

There cannot be a shadow of confidence in the verbal promises
of the League generally, when in reality some of its leaders (the
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chairman of the Bengal branch of the League, 8. C. Bose} continue to
play the part of black leg organisers ( betrayal of the last strike in
Jamshedpur ). The masses want from the political leaders of the petty-
bourgeoisie bot words but revolutionary deeds. The more determined
and outspoken your criticism, the sooner the League will either expose
itself as the Left-wing of bourgeois nationalism, or having shaken
off the politicians at the head, will join, for a certain period and
within certain limits, the national-revolutionary camp ( retaining,
however, even in this case their- ineorrigible half-heartedness, chronic
wavering, and inevitable eonfusion in the whole of their politics and -
tactics).

The experierice of all revolutions shows that the peasantryis
inevitably deceived and defeated if it acts without the alliance and the
leadership of the proletariat. In explaining to the peasantry the need
for the workers and peasants bloc it is not difficult at the same
time to explain to them, upon the grounds of the severe
experience of the Indian revolution, the need for the leadership
of the proletariat in this bloc. The Indian proletariat hag
demonstrated to all the toilers that it represents the most revolu-
tionary force in the country; it has shown that it will stop at nothing
in this struggle neither in the town nor in the village, that it marches
and will march, in the front rank of the fight against British imperial-
ism, feudalism, and the reformist bourgeoisie. The proletariat is help-
ing and will help the peasantry which has been thrust by imperialism
. into a singular condition of - humiliation, disunion and barbaric ex-
ploitation, shrouded in the falsehoods of religion, caste and nationalism,

to organise its force and to break the shackles of slavery, bondage, land
hunger, and imperialist and feudal oppression. The leadership of the
proletariat, as the more concentrated, united, enlightened and hardened
section of the toilers in this struggle, will secure the victory to the
worlkers’ and peasants’ bloc. It is extremely important to demonstrate
.to the peasants in deeds and practice the significance of fighting
alliance with the proletariat in their everyday struggle, already now,

The organisation of the workers’ and peasants’ bloc is based upon
the common interest of the workers, peasants, and the town poor, in
the fight against imperialism and feudal reaction. Nevertheless, it
does not eliminate the class differences, and therefore, it does not imply
by any means the fusion of the workers and peasants into one PARTY.
In the Great October Revolution the proletariat gained the following
of the peasantry of all the nations which inhabitated the former tzarist
Rassia just because it was organised into the mdependent Bolshevik
Party, intoa Party armed with the Marxian-Leninist theory,
irreconcilable to petty-bourgeois waverings, disciplined, self-sacrificing,

- capable of screening itself underground from the belows of the tzarist
terror, ati the same time never ceasing to take advantage of all the
legal possibilities. The Indian proletariat, we feel sure, will follow
this path. .
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The Indian proletariat will- be the champion of the national
revolutionary  fight and lead with to victory the peasantry, the town
poor, and all the toilers, if it organises and conso]idat‘e sits vanguard—the
Communist Party, which will educate the working masses in the spirit
of a olear and unmistakable class policy, in the realisation of the need
for tremendous sacrifices in order to overthrow imperialism and
bourgeoisie. The existing (only on paper) Communist Party of India,
since it does not show any signs of revolutionary life, has no grounds
to consider -and even to call itself Communist, although there are

- individual Communists among its members. Under the conditions of
imperialist terror, by the feeble organisation of the Indian workers and.
the bullying of the reformist trade union bureaucrats, the task of
building a genuine Communist Party will be considerable facilitated if
at the same time broad revolutionary organisations of the workers are
formed with the active participation of Communists, or a broad Left
wing created in the trade union movement upon the platform of
consistent class struggle.

We expect that your Conference will raise the -question of
participating in the building of such broad revolutionary mass
organisation of the workers. These can be built only in the frreconci-
cable everyday struggle against imperialism and the bourgeoisie, as
well as against reformism and the petty-bourgeois groups under the cloak
of Socialism. The heroic stead-fastness of the Indian proletariat in
the strikes, the rapidity with which it gathers its forces although as
yet only locally, the persistent endeavours to promote strike
leaders from its own ranks, - leaves no room to doubt that the elements”
for revolutionary mass organisations of the workers have matured.

We are convinced that your Conference will discuss, and severely
condemn the grave opportunistic blunders committed by the
representative of the workers’ and peasants’ parties in the leadership
of the strike movement, particularly in. connection with the heroic
struggle of the textile workers of Bombay. The source of these
mistakes is the insufficiently clear stand against the reformist black-
legs (Joshi) the relentless exposure of whom is an indispensable
condition for every victorious strike (and for strengthening the
organisation of the proletariat in the course of its development.)
Having yielded to the demand of the trade union bureaucrats at the
commencement of the strike to refrain from exposing to the working
masses the reformist treachery, the members of the workers’ and
peasants’ parties had thus disarmed themselves also for the further
struggle. Surrender to the reformists led inevitably to surrender to
the ewmployers, to the signing of the demands which were dictated by
the chairman of the Arbitration Commission, the flunky of the Anglo-
Indian’ bourgeoisie, a surrender all .the more inadmissable since, as
partial strikes which subsequently broke out proved the workers
refused to give up the fight in spite of all their hardships. Only by
learning from the severe lessons of the past struggle the working
class will promote from its midst a consistent class leadership for the
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imminent, even more decisive strikes of the textile workers, railwaymen,
miners, and metal workers, = With the growing intensity of, the
revolutionary activity of the proletariat on one hand, and the bloody
onslaught of imperialism against the workers’ organisation on the
other {the Trades Disputes Bill) the preparation and organisation
of the general strike becomes the most urgent task of the current
struggle. The Indian workers who performed wonders of endurance
during the defensive fights in the fights of 1928 will show similar
wonders of valour in the forthcoming aggressive fights.

In the work among the peasants the task is to pass from general
slogans and to draw in the peasants to the real revolutionary struggle
in the defence of the everyday interests of the masses. Your organi-
sations cannot afford to wave asids even seemingly backward manifes-
tations of the anger of the peasantry. You must endeavour in every
manifestation of this kind to discover its revolutionary substance and
to transfer it to a higher level of class consciousness. In view of the
tremendous variety of forms of land tenure in India, and the multitude
of forms pre-capitalist and semi-feudal bondage, the best way to embrace
the peasant-movement in the various districts and localities is to
organise from below peasant leagues led wherever possible by agricul-

tural labourers and goor peasantry proved in the fight. It is necessary
not only in words, but in deeds, to endeavour to Traise the ‘isolated

actions of the peasants to the level of an agrarian revolution. Under
the slogans of abolition of every form and vestige of feudalism and
semi-feudalism, of confiscation of the land of Zemidars, usurers, priests
and its transfer to the use of the toiling peasantry while securing in
the first place the interest of the poor peasants, the agrarian revolution
has been and remains the pivot of the national-revolutionary struggle
in India.

In purging the leading bodies of your organisations from suspi-
cious and unreliable elements, you, will, of course, above all, be guided
by the criterion of loyalty and devotion to the cause of the workers
and peasants, réemembering that the petty-bourgeoisie, not to speak of
the bourgeois intellectuals, are closely tied up with the system of big
landownership so that they must by all means combat the developing
agarian revolution, .

Concerning organisational ‘forms, your Conference will have to
discuss the question of separating the workers’' organisations from the
peasants’ organisation, so that the former be ensured a clear cut and
consistent class development, and ‘the latter the full embracing of the
struggling peasantry. Provincial workers’ and peasants’ parties, after
an appropriate distribution of their branches and members upon this
class basis, are bound to develop in the future ih revolutionary mass
organisations of the workers on the one hand, into peasant leagues,
and committees on the other, which in turn will strive to gain the
leadership inside existing peasant bodies or will build new peasant
organisations. The periodical conferences and meetings of these mass
organisations, called from . time to timme should contitute one of the
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forms expréssing the militant blociof the- worker and - peasant. masses.
If youi-‘Cenferénce accepts.this:point of view, it-will put before itself
the question of forming a Committee for:the coordination of the acti-
vities of the'loeal workers and peasants’ organisations, having in mind
chiefly their independent: revolutionary. development- upon. the class
basis. ’

The Indian toilers, in their hard struggle, are nearing the fulfil-
ment of their great historic task. The proletariat now organising its
“forces can rely on the support of the peasantry, of the poor of the towns
and of all the oppressed and expoited of India for whom there is no
salvation except as the result of the triumphant revolution. It can rely
upon the support of the proletarians of all lands and of the oppressed
peoples throughout all the world. We appeal to your Conference to
wage a determined fight against waverings and backslidings to ecriticise
grave opportunistic blunders, to work out, the revolutionary tactics for
the forthcoming fights, to pass to such forms of organisation which, as
international revolutionary experience has proved, open the possibility
for winning the masses to the cause of the revolution.

Down with British imi)eria.lism.

Long live the revolutionary fight of the workers and- peasants
of India. ‘

Long live the revolutionary rising of the colonies!
Long live emancipated Soviet Indial

ExECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE COMMUNIST
INTERNATIONAL.

I don’t know how this got into the hands of the accused. I have
s feeling that possibly Usmani, who was travelling from Russia about
that time, may have brought it with him. It does not seem to have
coms by post. Now whether they got it before they took this step or
not, they did on. the 27th, 28th, 29th December in Calcutta hold
méetings and definitely enter into the task of establishing or re-organis-
ing & communist party in India. They elected membersto it and
formed an ECCI (and so forth) in it, and they subsequently in Bombay
had meetings of that party on the very day before they were arrested
on the 19th March. The manuscript records of their meetings are
here, and we have also fouid amongst their papers the constitution of
this party this 1929 communist party of India. It starts off with
‘“ the name of the Party shall be the Communist Party of India”
and in bx"a.ckets (Section of the Communis International).

That would seem to preclude, as far as I can see, anybody who
entered into that party from saying that he was not pledged definitely
to the creed and objectives of the Third International. At the same
time as I said before it is not in the least bit necessary to prove that
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any one of the accused was & member of such a party. I have already
intimated to Your Honour the test which I suggest should be applied,
and which I propose to ask you to apply in this case, and speaking for
myself, if anybody amongst the accused did not hold these Bolshevik
views and did not desire to push forward this class war and Bolshevik
revolution, I for one should be extremely sorry if I were the cause of
his being convicted in this case, and so I am convinced *would be the
Government which instructs me.

L ]
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and (8) r'the dictatorship of the proletariat. Now, firsb
of all, as to his theory of the class war Marx divided the world into
two classes which he named the proletariat class and the capitalist or
bourgeois class. Now, it would seem that you ought to be able to get
from this Communist manifesto a fairly clear definition of those two terms,
geeing how important they are, but I regert to say that it is not so possible
as - one would have expected. The capitalists are described as the
»class of modern capitalist owners of the means of social production
and employers of wagejlabour. That is fairly satisfactory. 'Ehe proletariat
. is referred to in three places. Tirst of al’, may I say that the word
comes from the Latin word ‘ proletarii” as far as I know which may be
loosely translated as wasters, and referred to the people who came
in from the eountry districts, flocked gito Rome and had practically no
occupation and ho property. I am not throwing any stones at the prole-
‘tariat at all as defined by Marx but that is the origin of the word. Now,
to come back to Marx. He first of all says that the proletariat are the class
of modern wage = labourers who, having no means of production of
their own, are reduced to selling their labour power in order to live.
‘Woell, of. om}rse, incidentally that covers me and anybody else who
merely makes a living, shall we say, by his wits. But a little later we
‘get this further definition. “Without property, his relations to his
wife and his family have no longer anything in common with the
bourgeois family relations; low morality and religion are to him so many
bourgeois prejudices. And later again, the proletariat is. described as
‘“the lowest stratum of society.” Now, it probably would be a rough
"and ready description to say that the proletariat are the have-nots of
‘this‘world and the other party are those who have got something. I
do not pretend that thisis at all a scientific description but that is
what infact it practically comes to. The theory of Marx was that
‘there was a bitter struggle between the proletariat and the capitalist or the
bourgeoisie and certainly the Bolshevik claims that Marx said that it could
not be ended except by bloody revolution. Well, now, to come his theory
of the state. I suposee any ordinary person who thinks about the
State regards it as an institution which for better or for worse, well or
less well, is there to guard the liberties and rights of all the citizens
in the state and see to the best of its ability that they all get fair play
and equal treatment. I say that this is the sort of idea that the ordinary
man would entertain with regard to the state. Now, that was not at
all the theory of Marx. Marx said that the state was the organ of the
ruling class and in as much as the bourgeoisie or capitalists or haves
or ‘whatever you like to call them were the ruling
class, and the proletariat or have-nots mnever had been in
power, it followed that the state was the organ of the bourgeoisie or
the capitalists. Now, the duty according to him of the proletariat_in
this elasss struggle which was going on perpetually and which would
ultimately come to a head, the duty of the proletariat was to smash
in pieces this state, this ‘organ of the capitalist class. It had
to be samashed in pieces. And the persons who were to take
power were the proletariat. And their assumption of power was
called by him the dictatorship of the proletariat. It is elear, it musé
be clear, to anybody that you cannot have a dictatorship of a mags
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And g little later on:

“The working class cannot achieve the victory over the bourgeo-
isie by means of the general strike alone and by the policy of folded
arms. The prolefariat must resort to an armed uprising. Having
understood this, one realises that an organised political party is abso-
lutely essential, and that shapeless labour organisations will not suffice.”

- Then from page 64 onwards, thero are some remarks upon the
colonial question,—that is in countries which are either colonies of
another country or under the domlmon of another country.

Page 65 says:

“It follows from the fundamental principles laid down that
the policy of the Communist International on the National and
Colonial questions must be chiefly to Wring about a union of the
proletarian and working masses of all nations and countries for &
joint revolutionary struggle leading to the overthrow of capitalism,
without which national /equa.hty and oppressmn cannot. be abolished.”

And if T may interjeet a statement of my own we shall find
when we go into ~matters of tactics, wo shall find that the tactics
with regard to these countries is very carefully laid down. You must
use the national movements which are in the countries, make them
revolutionary throughout, get the atmogphere, then abandon your
allies unless they come info line with you.

On page 71, it is thus phrased :

“The breaking up of the colonial empire together with the
proletarian revolution in the home country, will overthrow the
capitalist system in Europe. Consequently, the Communist Inter-
national must widen the sphere of ibs activities,» It must establish
relations with those revolutionary forces that are working idor the
overthrow of imperialism in the countries subjected politically and
economically. These two forces must be co-ordinated if the ﬁnaL
success of the world revolution is to be gnaranteed.

And on page 74, it says:

“There are to be found in the dependent countries two distinet
movements which every day grow {arther apart from each other. One
is the bourgeois democratic nationalist movement, with a programme
of political independence under the bourgeois order, and the other
is the mass action of the poor and ignorant peasants and workers for
their liberation from all sorts of exploitation.”

The first, therefore, is a bourgeois nationalist movement with the
object of setting up, shall we say home rule under the national party
and the other is something quite differet, the mass action of the poor
and ignorant peasants and workers seeking toset up an international
rule of the prolctariat as againt the bourgeoisie. And later on, page 72,
this oceursi—
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the Pacific and hold in slavery hundreds of millions of the toilers in
those colonial and semi-colonial countries.”

Then I find under the caption “Indonesia” on page 37, this
passage on page 38— :

.

“The tasks confronting the trade union movement in Indonesiay,
are essentially as follows:—

And No. (5) is—*To establish closer connections “ with the Pan- -
Pacific and world revolutionary trade union movement as represented
by the P. P. T. U. 8. and the R. I. T.. U.” '

On page 48, the theme is this:—

“In contradistinction o the Amsterdam International, the R, I.
L. U. has attached from the very outset the utmost importance to the -
labour movement in the colonies, extending every material and moral
support to the latter.

“The R. I. L. U. adherents in the imperialist countries—to begin
with, the National Minority Movement of Great Britain etc., must
render their utmost assistance to the trade union movement in the
colonies maintaining with it the closest contact, ete.” -

That is the message which has been given, and it goes on:—

“In this connection the defence of the Chinese revolution and the
utmost support to the Pan-Pacific Trade Union Secretariat become of
particular importance.” '

There is more in regard to this P. P. T. U. 8., for instance, the
newspaper which it publishes starts with the well-known slogan
“Workers of the world Unite ” on the top of it.

(Contrnued by C.)
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’

‘ “I arrived in Amsterdam Friday evening and immediately went
to the address at wh1ch 1 was instructed to make enquiries, but was
unable to get any réply.

On Saturday moerning I met two trains. arriving from Flushing,
expecting to intercept Glading and.others who were to be present at the
Conference, but as they did not arrive I again v1sxte(1 the contact
address and discovered that Glading, Dutt and Upa.dha,yaya. (three
members of the communist party of Great Britain). were already there,
having atrived by a.n early tram and gone to the meeting place
immediately.

Later Boy arrived {that ¢s \M. N, Roy) and informed us that a
meeting would take place at 4-30 p m. A Fr‘ehc’h representatlvc was

expected bub noﬁnng was certain.”

They had their firss meeting at 4-30 p.m. on}{Baturday, July 11th
“Comrade’ Sneevliet of the Dutch party presided and it was agreed that
we shiould first hear Glading’s Report™.

Then thére is @ list of those present.

“Comrade Glading sta,ted that he had not expected to be called
upon to give & full report of his visit to’ India, and thén gave the
names'of places wheih he had visite¥ and people whom ke had met.
(It would be intevesting to "see those names. I have seen some. ) He
had not met any Communists'and had finally decided that tliose with
whom he had ¢ome in contact were useless so far as our Party work is
concerned. He suid that Calcutta, which he visited last is the best
place. (I agree with him. )"

Questions were then asked as follows:

“Roy: What opinion had the Calcutta _tta.&e" unionists and
nationalists o the big leaders ?  Glading stated that he had not ascer-
tained this.

Sneevliet: Wa,s Glading aware of any relations existing between
the Indian leaders and Amsterdam ? Gladmg stated that he was not
aware of this.”  (Of course Amsterdam is that horrzble other Interna-
tional C’ongress which these acoused have been so anaious to keep clear of.)

- “Sneevliat - asked Gladmg why he made his investigations in
Calcutta on a Communist basis. ‘Gladmg rephed that he did not
do so.  Roy then said to Grladmg ds it true that Bell had said that
the International P;rog,ra,mme for work in . India is ‘all nonsense’
_and Dot Jusmﬁed by your report ?° I ‘then explained that a sub-
;commltt,ee of ~four, cpnsmtmg of Dutt, Bell, Gla.dmg and myself had
"_"been set’ up to consxder the Ixy‘erna.tlonal Progra.mme in the light, of
;_--(Jrla.dmg 8§ repor't and that no such thing has been: said by Bell, but
- that our a.ttltude was that in the hght of Gladmg & report, which stated
tha.t no Indlan Commumsh groups ex1ste<1 at all, it was necessary to
revise ﬁe suggested proor%mme. Roy then stated that he had’
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,;Ie is the Amsterdam ~man. Mr. Goswaxm Jis -just. an. ordinary
SWaraqtst ;behete ,and M. Chaman Lin} is the champlon acrobat, .

“We have had several conferences béetween them and members
of our Colonig! Depaxtment, and $he following is an owtdine of the
points we have covered. S

(@) :Origntal -Congress. We have got them all tp. agreg to
attend this Congress of the East and West Circle in September ’

Diwan:Chaman Lal:—Who:has wntten thig 2 S

Mr. Langford James:—I cannot say. 1t is nns1gned It 1s
found with,the Communist Party of Great Br1ta.m '

) We ‘have gdt from them a list of some 25 fairly representé.tlve
Indians who mlght be 1nv1ted to a,ttend ‘the Conference.

(c;) Todniy i¢hese three, together with Horniman, Saklatvala
and. mys,e,lf are drawing up the letter of: invitation - to be sent to ‘these
various Indjans. Herniman  has agreed . “to preside at the Congress
and the 'letters' of invitation Wﬂl g6 ‘out under the’ _signature. of
Horniman, Saklatvala and.Arthur Field.” I-do not think I. need”
trouble you with much more on this point. Iam only reading this
. &8 a,n instance ‘of the actlvmes of the commumst Pm‘ty m Londqn,
just ‘about; tbls time and i, is qulte clear that they . were trymg $o' get.
round Indmn students at Oxford to .join | thm movement a.nd to do
propa.ga,nda. for them in India’ when they got ba,ck They Were also’
trying to trap these three excellent gentlemen, Mr Cha}na,n Lal, Joshi
gnd Gaswami into joining with them. Just about.this: time ‘also, this’
questwn as to. Wha.t .was, bo be.the position of the -Indians in -England
fell to,be dqaclqed at Moscow. The idea was .apparently -that .there
shquld he an. Indlan _group in England, but Moscow decided .that every
Indian. J;vho was actually living .in England would have to join the
Enghsh Commumst Party although they might.act as a group, and
there is a letter dated Moscow the 16th of September, 1925, from M. N
Roy to C. P. Dutt, Whlch 8ays i—

“Dear Comrade, the commumca.tlon dated the 6th J. uly szgned by
yonrself together with 8 other comrades has received the due conside-
ra.tmn of our; party. We are dehghted to welcome you as members of-
our party.. I hope you will excuse th1s ungvoidable delay in, xeply.  The
programme outlined in the communloatlon s generally a,oceptable
Ax:eordmg to the Statutes of the Commumst Internatlonal aJl the Indjan
commumstq\remdent in Britain shquld have their party ,membershm
transferred to the Commumst Pa,rty of Grrea.t Britain during their sojourn
in Britain. This rule apphes to.all the commumsts living oytside their”
native country. The Indian Commumst Group in Britain Wﬂl “there- .
fqre carry on.the programme outlined.in your cammunication in.conjuc-.
tion W1th _the colanial commission ei the . Communist Party :of Great
Bntam It will be politically gqld&d by .the :European Bureau of the
Commu.mst Party of India as well .as the _colonial commisssion of " the'
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