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allow the following Report to be read without acknowledging their appreciation of the way 

in which the Civic Survey Committee have pedormed their arduous task of preparing the 
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The capital cities of the world have always propounded a problem of especial difficulty; 
10 frequendy, as in the superlative example of ancient ,Rome, they have been quite untypical 
of the methods of urban devdopment of the time .and country. A good c.JSe can be made 
out for making the capital an extra-municipal unit, as the United States has done with 
Washington: but this is much easier when a new site is sdected, and a purdy capital city 
designed like Washington or Canberra. More often a historic capital has given up in despair, 
and allowed things to take their course, keeping hold at most upon a group or tWo of buildings. 
Thus, the nominal capital, Bruxdles, is surrounded by its powerful and more populous 
communes, each lookiD.g after iudi admirably, but no comprehensive metropolitan plan possible. 
London is worse off: the parts which have, as it were, horizontal as wdl as vertical divisions, 
have hardly begun to consider the need for planning at all: even traffic, that most easily grasped 
necessity of city control, is thought. of bridge .by bridge, . toad by road; a body, permeated 
with disease and suffering from universal blood pressure, isddicatdy treated with small patches 
of sticking plaster for surface wounds. 

Vienna and Berlin have indeed 'attempted to set their house in order (the latter troubled 
with the dualism of Charlottenberg), but it is to Paris, New Yor~ and Dublin that one must look 
for a capital city that is aware of its difficulties, and is trying to solve them in a logical way. Paris, 
of course, has given more consistent and continuous thought to its responsibilities as a capital than 
any other city in the world, but we are concerned at the moment with what is being done to-day. 

Paris and Dublin have proceeded identically in the first stage, Dublin and. New York 
similarly in the second: none of the three has reached the final stage of preparing a City Plan 
foreshadowing the growth for the remaining three-fourths of the twentieth century. 

The first stage of Dublin, as of Paris, has been an international competition. A town
planning competition, quite otherwise than an architectural, does not expect to produce a plan 
that can be put straight into operation; rather does' it let' the brains of the world to work upon 
its problems, and hope for a mass of suggestion and ideas. The Dublin competition was one 
of the enduring results of the Vice:Royalty of the Marquess of Aberdeen.· 

Having thus obtained a notable collection .. of ideas, the next step was to 'subject them to 
a minute scrutiny, and for this purpose a complete analysis of the existing city was necessary. 
This, to-day, is known as"a Civic Survey, 'and it is now presented to the Public by the Civics 
Institute, who have carried out this laborious and essential work. 

The public as wdl as the officials and technicians of the City of Dublin and its 
surrounding local authorities have these two stages available in convenient form for study and 
comment in two companion Volumes. , 

Next is to be prepared the Final Town Plan: by whom and by what means cannot be as 
yet definitdy stated. But it is clear that it must have some official status, and that like the 
Competition and Civic Survey, it must not be confined to arbitrary limits. 

The Civics Institute is to be congratulated oil carrying the work over this stage: it is 
DOW the turn of the Free State to complete it. 

PATRICK ABERCROMBIE, M.A., A.R.I.B.A., 
'Pro,.,.. of:r ... PI .... " 'fJ...-,,, Chi< 'Daip, UoiNni" "LIhr,..L 

• The Prize Deaign was published in Volume I. of the present series, .. Dublin of the Future" : a resume 
of the other designs iI giftll in thiI Volume. 
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