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PREFACE.

A Tamrp series of Essays, in great measpre correspond-
ing with this, was issued a year and a half since in the
United States; but a reason then in force deterred me
from issuing it here. That reason no longer holding, I
have prepared this volume, differing from its counterpart
by some omissions and some additions. One essay added
to the American Edition, I exclude because a volume of
Essays already published here, contains it ; and another, on
“ Morals and Moral Sentiments,” which first appeared in
the Fortnightly Beview for April, 1871, I extlude because
I have embodied the essential parts of it in certain closing
chapters of the Principles of I’sychology, and I have no
wish to perpetnate its controversial and personal parts.
One of the included essays—that entitled * Specialized
Administration ”—though in & measure controversial, I
reproduce ; because it contains facts and arguments
which are, I think, of more than ephemeral 1unterest, and
because permanence having been" given to the ques-
tion it deals with, the reply may fitly have a permanent
form. Not only do I reciprocate most cordially the utter-
ance of kind feeling with which Prof. Huxley prefaces the
republication of his “ Administrative Nihilism;” and not
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only do Irejoice that divergence of opinion is not likely to
weaken a long-established, and highly-valued friendship ;
but I may add the expression of my great regret that I
should be obliged still to differ from one whose agreement,
more than that of any other friend, confirms me in any
conclusion I have drawn. I fear, however, that, holding
though we do 8o many beliefs in common, there remains
respecting this sociological question no alternative but
amicable opposition.

On the brief rejoinder to my argaments which Prof.
Huzxley makes in the preface to his Critiques and 4d-
dresses, I may here say » few words. Tbe reasons he
gives for still thinking that the name “ Administrative
Nihilism >’ fitly indicates the system which I have de-
scribed as ““negatively regulative,” are, I think, adequately
met by asking whether * Ethical Nihilism " would fitly
describe the remnant of the decalogue, were all its positive
injunctions omitted. If the eight commandments which,
substantially or literally, come under the form “ thou shalt
not,” constitute by themselves a set of rules which can
scarcely be called nihilistic ; I do not see how an adminis-
trative system limited to the enforcement of sirch rules can
be called nihilistic: especially if to the punishment of
murder, adultery, stealing, and false-witness, it adds the
punishment of assault, breach of contract, and all minor
aggressions, down to the annoyance of neighbours by nui-
sances. Respecting the second and essential question,
whether limitation of the internal functions of government
to those which are negatively regulative, is consistent with
that theory of the social organism and its controlling
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ngencies held by me, I may say that the insufliciency of
my reply has mot, I think, been shown. I was tacitly
asked how the analogy I have drawn between those
governmental structures by which the parts of the body
politic have their actions regulated and those nervous
structures which regulate the organic actions of the indi-
vidual living body, is to he reconciled with my belief thut
social activities will in the main adjust themselves. My
answer was this. I recognized as essential the positively-
regulative functions of the State in respect to the
offensive and defensive appliances needful for national
self-preservation, during the predatory phase of social
evolution ; and I not only admitted the importance of its
negatively-regulative functions in respect to the internal
social activities, but insisted that these should be carried
out much more efficiently than now. Assuming always,
however, that the internal social activities continue subject
to that restraining action of the State which consists in
preventing aggressions, direct and indirect, I contended
that the co-ordination-of these internal social activities is
effected by other structures of a different kind. T
aimed to show that my two beliefs are not incon- |
sistent, by pointing out that in the individual organism,
also, those vital activities which parallel the activities
constituting national life, are regulated by a sub-
stantially-independent nervous system. Prof. Huxley
docs, indeed, remind me that recent researches show
increasingly the influence of the cerebro-spinal nervous
system over.the processes of organic life; against
which, however, has to be set the growing evidence of
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the power exercised by the visceral nervons system over the
cerebro-spinal.  Bat, recognizing the influence he names
(which, indeed, corresponds to that governmental influence
I regard as necessary); I think the consistency of my
positions is maintainable 8o long as it is manifest that
the viscera, under the control of their qwn nervous
system, can carry on the vital actions when the control of
the cerebro-spinal system is substantially arrested by
sleep, or by anasthetics, or by other canses of insensibility;
and while it-is shown that a considerable degree of co-
ordination may exist among the organs of & creature
which has no nervous system at all.

A few words are needed respecting the additions which
this volume contains. An illustration which seemed worth
adding, occupies two pages at the close of the article on
“ Specialized Administration.” To the essay entitled
* What is Electricity ?”” I have, somewhat rashly perbaps,
put & postscript, carrying further the view originally set
forth: thinking that in the absence of an established
theory, an hypothesis having some verisimilitude might
be worth consideration. The addition of chief importance,
however, is that with which the volume closes—* Replies
to Criticisms.” Thi8, first published in the Fortnightly
Reviews for last November and December, with the inten-
tion of forthwith including it here, I had originally meant
to reproduce just as it stood. One of my eritics, however,
a writer in the British Quarterly Review, to whom, in the
closing pages of these “ Replies to Criticisms,” I had
given a brief answer, that was mild considering the
character of his attack, hus seen fit, in the last number of
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the British Quarterly Review, to reiterate certain asser-
tions I had not space. to notice. Moved chiefly by the
fact that he brings against me the authorities of Prof.
Tait and Sir William Thomson, I have thought well to
extend the article, that I might meet his injurious mis-
statements. Those who read these rejoinders, will perhaps
agree with me in thinking that it would have been better
had he let the matter stand as my first reply left t.

Lonpun, Februury, 1874
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PREFACE
TO THE THIRD EDITION.

Ix tho preface to the second edition, I have de-
scribed myself as resisting the temptation to amplify,
which the occasion raised. Reasons have since arisen
for yielding to the desire which I then felt to add -
justifications of the scheme set forth,

The immediate cause for this change of resolve, has
been the publication ot several objections by Prof.
Bain in his Logio. Permanently embodied, as these
objections are, in a work intended for the use of
students, they demand more attention than such as
have been made in the course of ordinary criticism;
since, if they remain unanswered, their prejudicial
effects will be more continuous,

“While to dispose of these I seize the opportunity
afforded by a break in my ordinary work, I have
thought it well at the same time to strengthen my
own argument, by a re-statement from a changed
point of view.

Feb., 1871,



PREFACE
TO THE SECOND EDITION.

Tre first edition of this Essay is not yet out of
print. But a proposal to translate it into French
having been made by Professor Réthoré, I have
decided to prepare a new edition free from the im-
perfections which criticism and further thought have
disclosed, rather than allow these imperfections to be
reproduced.

The occasion has almost tempted ‘me into some
amplification. Further arguments against the classi-
fication of M. Comte, and further arguments in sup-
port of the classification here set forth, have pleaded
for utterance.  But reconsideration has convinced
me that it is both needless and useless to say more
—needless because those who are not committed will
think the case sufficiently strong as it stands, and
useless because to those who are committed additional
reasons will seem as inadequate as the original ones.

This last conclusion is thrust on me by seeing how
little M. Littré, the leading expositor of M. Comte,
is influenced by fundamental objections the force of
which he admits, After quoting one of these, he
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says, with a candour equally yare and admirable, that
he has vainly searched M. Comte’s works and his
own mind for an answer. Nevertheless, he adds—
“j’ai réussi, je crois, & écarter l'attaque de M. Ier-
bert Spencer, et & sauver lo fond par des sacrifices
indispensables mais accessoires.” The sacrifices are
these. He abandons M. Comte’s division of In-
organic Science into Celestial Physics and Ter-
restrial Physics—a division which, in M. Comte’s
scheme, takes precedence of all the rest; and he
admits that neither logically nor historically does
Astronomy come before Physics, as M. Comte alleges.
After making these sacrifices, which most will think
too lightly described as ¢ sacrifices indispensables
mais accessoires,” M. Littré proceeds to rehabilitate
the Comtean ¢lassification in a way which he con-
siders satisfactory, but which I do not understand.
In short, the proof of these incongruities affects his
faith in the Positivist theory of the sciences, no
more than the faith of a Christian is affected by
proof that the Gospels contradict one another.

Here in England I have seen no attempt to meet
the criticisms with which M. Littré thus deals.
There has been no reply to the allegation, based on
examples, that the several scienccs do not develop
in the order /of their decreasing generality ; mnor to
the allegation,,based on M. Comte’s own admissions,
that within eadh science the progress is mnot, as he
says it is, from\,the general to the special; nor to

\
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the allegation that the seeming historical precedence
of Astronomy over Physics in M. Comte’s pages, is
based on a verbal ambiguity—a mere sleight of
words; nor to the allegation, abundantly illustrated,
that a progression in an order the reverse of  that
asserted by M. Comte may be as well substantiated ;
nor fo various minor allegations equally irreconcile-
able with his scheme. I have met with nething
more than iteration of the statement that the sciences
do conform, logically and historically, to the order in
which M. Comte places them; regardless of the as-
signed evidence that they do not.

Under these circumstances it is unnecessary for me
to say more; and I think I am warranted in con-
tinuing to hold that the Comtean classification of the

sciences is demonstrably untenable.

" While, however, I have not entered further into the
controversy, as I thought of doing, I have added at
the close an already-published discussion, no longer
easily accessible, which indirectly enforces the general
argument.

Loxpon, 23rp Arrm, 1869,
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DESCRIPTIVE SOCIOLOGY ;

OR GROUPS OF
SOCIOLOGICAL FACTS,

CLASSIPIED AND ARRANGED BY

HERBERT SPENCER,

OOMPILED AND ABSTEACTED BY

DAVID DUNCAR, M.A., Professor of Logio, &c.,in the Presidency College,
Madras ; RICHARD SCHEPPI@G, Ph.D.; and JAMES COLLIER.

EXTRACT FROM THE PROVISIONAL PREFACEK.

Something to introduce the work of which an instalment is annexed, seems nesdful, in
anticipation of the time when pletion of & vol will give lon for & P
Preface.

In preparation for The Principles of 8ociology, requiring as bases of induction large accn-
mulauons of data, fitly arranged for comparison, I, nonu Swelve years agn, commenoced, by

proxy, the collection and ion of facts p d by societies of diff, types, past
and present; Mngiommmgnwmnmmdmuemmmh
carry on the process in the way I wished. Though this of

menwmduponlolelywlmlimwymm, nt,-ﬁarhvlnubvwgmmmd
to & satisfi y form, and sfier having had some of the Tadbies flled up, 1
decided to have the undertaking execnted with & view %0 publication; the facts eoilected
mdumngedformynfemeamdmunmnndydmv lati being so p d,
apart from hypothesis, as to aid all students of Social Bclence in testing sach conclusions as
they have drawn and in drawing others.
The Work consists of three large Divisi Rach prises o oot of Tables exhiditing
the facta as abstracted and classified, and & mass of quotations and abridged abetracts other-
wise classified, on which the statements contained in the Tables are based. The condensed
statements, arranged after a uniform manner, give, in each Table or snceession of Tables,
the phenomena of all orders which each society p an of its mor
phology, its physiology, and (if a society having s known history) Ita development. On the
mmmmmwwxxmmg-nmmunhmmmmmmm
({or, rather will be, when the Work is pl ! Mln‘bthllnﬁd

phenomena to which they refer, and darily blh- thess
phenomena; so that each kind of ph -lzh played in all societies, may be
died with

Parately ¢
In farther explanation I may eay that the elasvified compflations and digests of materiale
wbemmbmngmwgﬂhamdnlheﬁﬂedbmmum(aw sre intended to sapply the

dent of Bocial § with data, his sions ln & like that
in which of the sty and functions of difl:rent types of animals stand to the
lusions of the bdiologi Dnﬁ!mhdhnnehqmda:nﬂmdﬂm
kinds of orggnisms, as made it p e to exi snd forme, and actions,

andmoduolwigin,olmmmlumdutnewunhnm And In
like manner, before there cay be reached in Sociology, gener k having &
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making them worthy to be called scientific, there must be definite accounts of the institu-
tions and actions of societies of various types, and in various stages of evolution, so arranged
as to furnish the mesns of readily escertaining what social phenomena are habitually
associated. ’

Respecting the tabulation, devised for the purpose of exhibiting social ph in a
convenlent way, 1 may explain that the primary alm has been 8o to present them that their

1 of sl y and fon may be seen at one view. As used for delineating
uncivilized societies, concerning which we have no records, the tabular form serves only to
display the various gocial traits as they are found to co-exist. But as used for delineating
societies having known histories, the tabular form is so employed as to exhibit not only the
connexions of phenomena existing at the same time, but also the connexions of phenomena
that d one her. By ding hori: y across s Table at any period, there may
be gained a knowledge of the traits of all orders displayed by the society at that period; while
by reading down each column, there may be gained a knowledge of the modifications which
each trait, structural or functional, underwent during successive perioda.

Of course, the tabular form fulfils these purposes but approximately, To preserve complete

ity in the of facts, as read from side to side of the Tables, has proved
impracticable; here much had to be inserted, and there little; so that complete correspond-
ence in time conld not be maintained. Moreover, it has not been possible to carry out the
mode of classification in a th ically pl , by i ing the ber of
columns as the classes of facts multiply in the course of Civilization. To represent truly the
progress of things, each column should divide and sub-divide in successive ages, 8o as to
indi the ive differ of the ph But typographical difficulties have
noegatived this: a great deal has had to be left in a form which must be accepted simply as the
least unsatisfactory,

The three Divisions constituting the entire work, comprehend three groups of societies :—
(1) Uncivilized Societies; (2) Civilized Societies—Extinct or Decayed ; (8) Civilized Societies—
Kecent or Still Flourishing. These divisions have at present reached the following stages :—

Diviston I.—ncivilized Societs C d in 1867 by the gentleman I first engaged,
Mr. Davip Duncan, M. A. (now Professor of Logic, &c., in the Presidency College, Madras),
and continued by him since he lefs England, this part of the work is complete. It contains
fuur parts, including * Types of Lowest Races,” the ‘* Negrito Races,” the ** Malayo-Polynesian
Liaces,” the ** African Races," the ** Asiatic Races,” and the '* American Races.”

Division II,—Civilized Societies— Brtinct or Decayed. On this part of the work Dr. Ricaanp
S has been engaged since January, 1872. The first instalment, including the four
Ancient American Civilizations, was issued in March, 1874, A second instalment, containing
** Hebrews and Phoenicians,” will shortly de issued.

Daviston 111, —Civilicéd Societies—Recent or Still Plourishing. Of this Division the first
inatalment, prepared by Mr. Jaurs Coriizr, of St Andrew's and Edinburgh Universities, was
issued in August, 1873. This presents the English Civilization. It covers seven consecutive
Tables; and the Extracts occupy seventy pages folio. The next part, presenting in a still
more extensive form the French Clvilization, is now in the press.

The successive parts belonging to these several Divisions, issued at intervals, are composed
of different numbers of Tables and different numbers of Pages, The Uncivilized Societies
oceupy four parts, each containing a dozen or more Tables, with their accompanying Extracts,
Of the Division comprising L‘stinnt Civilized Societies, the first part contains four, and the
second contains two. While of Existing Civilized Societies, the records of which are so much
more extensive, each occupies & single part.

H. 5.
Mareh, 1880,
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In Royal Folio, Price 18s.,
No. I.

English,

COMPILED A¥D ARBITRACTIRED
b2 4

JAMES COLLIER.

In Royal Folio, Price 16s.,
No. II.

Wericans, Central Jmericans, Chibehas,
- and Pernbians,

OCOMPILED AFD ABSTRACTED
Y

RICHARD SCHEPPIG, Pa.D.

In Royal Folio, Price 18s.,
No. III,

Lotoest Haces, Pegrits Ruaces, and
Malapo-Polpnestan Pares.

COMPILED AND ABSTRACTED
BY
PROF. DUNCAN, M.A.

Tyres or Lowest Races Mavavo-PoLysesian Racza
Fuegians. Sandwich Ialanders,
Andamanese, Tahitiana,

Veddahs. Toy gana,
Australiana, Sdumoans.
New Zealanders,

Nrorrro Racea Dyaka.

Tasmanians, $Javana
New Caledonians, ete. Sumatrans,

N ew Guinea People. ' Malagasy.

Fijiana
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In Royal Folio, Price 10s.,

No. IV.
African Buces.

COMPILED AND ABSTRACTED

BY
PROF. DUNCAN, M.A.
Bushmen, ! Fast Africans, Dahomans.
Hottentots, Congo People. Ashantis.
Damaras, Coast Negroes, Fulahs.
Bechuanns, Inland Negrves. Abyssinians,
Katlire.
In Royal Folio, Price lés.,
No. V.
) * *
Astatic Buers.
COMPILED AND ABSTRACTED
BY
PROF. DUNCAN, M.A.
Arabs, Santala, Mishmis,
Todas, Karens, Kirghiz
Khonds, Kukis, Kalmucks.
Gonds, Nagas, Ontyaks.
Bhils. Bodo and Dhimals. Kamtschadales.
In Royal Folio, Price 18s.,
NO. VI‘
.
American Huces.
COMPILED AND ABSTRACTED
BY
f({OF. DUNCAN, M.A.
FEsquimaux. Chippewas, Brazilians,
Chinooks, Dakotas, Uanpéa,
Snakes. Mandans. " Abipones.
.Comanches. (reeks Patagoniana,
Troquois. Guiana Tribea, Araucayjans,

Chippewayans. Caribs.
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" In Royal Folio, Price 21a.,

No. VIL
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