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With the exception of Chapter II., the matter contained in this Administrative 
and Political Record of the Masai has been drawn from official papers. Chapter II. 
has been compiled from early reports and various published books, and assistance 
in enlarging and in checking detail for this chapter has been obtained from 
Mr. Ainsworth, who has personal knowledge of the early history of adJ,ninistrative 
contact with the tribe. . 

The maps which have been distributed where necessary throughout the text 
have occasioned considerable difficulty, as a large part of the Masai Reserve is 
unsurveyed. The more general maps must be regarded only as illustrative, and 
it is probable that much of the detail is inaccurate. The boundary of the Masai 
Reserve still awaits demarcation, and the line purporting to show its position 
is therefore tentative. 

A mass of inconsistency in the spelling of tribal and geographical names 
permeates the official records, and the spelling adopted here, selected as that most 
constantly employed, makes no pretension to phonological or linguistic accuracy. 

G. R. SANDFORD. 

NAIROBI, 

October 29th, 1918. 



PREFATORY NOTE. 

T· HE administration of the Masai tribe has aways been one of the most. 
interesting native problems of the East Africa Protectorate. The Masai 

occupy a reserve nine million acres in extent, which is at present fnlly stocked up; 
if water facilities were improved, not only could the number of cattle be very 
materially increased, but the reserve could also hold cattle of a better quality 
bred from imported stock. The potential value of the Masai Reserve as a home 
for cattle is enormous. 

The lessons of the past may help us to solve the problems of the future. With 
this end in view, Sir Charles Bowring, when administering the Protectorate, 
instructed Mr. G. R. Sandford to prepare a short History of the administration 
of the tribe up to date. 

The result of Mr. Sandford's researches is the very valuable compilation 
to which I am glad to be able to attach this foreword. The particulars have 
been drawn from official records, and the historical portion of the work may be 
accepted as an authentic summary of past events. Conditions as they existed 
in October, 1918, together with the steps· that were being taken to deal with them, 
are accurately portrayed, while illustrative maps, compiled by Mr. Sandford 
himself, are distributed where necessary throughout the text. 

The volume forms a valmible addition to the records of the Protectorate. 

GOVERNl4E~ HOUSE, MOMBASA, 

. ..4.ugtI8t 31st, 1919. 

EDWARD NORTHEY. 
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