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Preface 

THE original conception of this volume of essays was to 
provide a brief outline of the farming in all parts of Great 
Britain, for the benefit of foreign visitors to the Fourth 
International Conference of Agricultural Economists, held 
at the University of St. Andrews, 1936. It is felt, however, 
that the collection of these essays into one volume is likely 
to prove valuable to a much wider public than that for 
which it was originally intended. 

In the whole ofa fairly large body ofagriculturalliterature 
in Great Britain, there is no up-to-date volume which 
provides for the whole of the country an outline of the farming 
which one is likely to find in any part, and it is this gap 
which Regional Types of British Agriculture goes some little 
way to fill. A few articles about one or two, but by no 
means" every county, are to be found scattered through the 
volumes of various journals of the past twenty years; a very 
few books, such as Sir A. D. Hall's Pilgrimage of British 
Farming, now nearing its quarter-century, and Professor 
Scott Watson's Rural Britain; these are all in this century's 
literature which one can tum to. 

In this single volume, simple and unpretentious in its 
design, the whole of Great Britain is covered, and the main 
systems of farming to be found in every part are briefly 
described. The task set the authors was in many ways not 
an easy one. They had to proceed on the assumption that 
the readers had little or no knowledge of the distribution of 
farming in this country. They were faced with the mass of 
complex conditions which influence types of farming and 
the mass of variations in systeIns of management within even 
a short radius. They had to endeavour to reduce these 
complications to simple outlines, each for a province of 
upwards of two million acres, and they had to do so within 
a space of less than a score of pages. 
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A word is necessary on the method of partitioning the 
country. Under the advisory and research scheme financed 
by the Ministry of. Agriculture and the Department of 
Agriculture for Scotland, England and Wales are divided 
into eleven and Scotland into three "advisory provinces." 
The division of the country into these fourteen province. 
is the method adopted in this volume. With one exception, 
the outline of each province is contributed by the agri­
cultural economist who is, or has been until very recently, the 
head of the economics research department of the province. 

The editor is very much indebted to the contributon for 
their willing co-operation in the work and for the trouble 
which they have taken to achieve a substantial measure of 
uniformity of treatment in the essays. Absolute uniformity 
is impossible in view of the very varied conditions from 
John 0' Groats to Land's End and is perhaps undesirable on 
other grounds, but efforts have been made to furnish a 
general similarity of method while leaving the authon free 
to apply their own style, judgment, and emphasis to their 
own part of the work. In the case of the maps which go with 
each province, the editor holds himself responsible for the 
foolhardiness with which the boundary lines of the agri­
cultural regions are drawn. An accurate dividing line 
between one type of farming and another rarely, if ever, 
exists and the lineS drawn on the maps are provided for 
very general guidance only. 

The editor is also indebted to his colleagues, Mr. James 
GraI'J.t and Mr.J.J. MacGregor for their help in very many 
ways. 

Finally, acknowledgment is due to Mr. L. K. Elmhirst 
and Mr.J. R. Currie, President and Secretary of the Inter­
national Conference of Agricultural Economists, for their 
support, and to Mr. Elmhirst and the Dartington Hall 
Trustees for providing facilities without which it would have 
been impossible to carry out the work. 

OXFORD 

J- r9j6 

J.P.M. 



Contents 

CHAPTER PAGE 

Priface 7 

I. GENERAL FEATURES OF FARMING IN GREAT 
BRITAIN 13 

By A. BRIDGES, Agricultural Economi&s Research Institute, 
Oxford 

II. THE NORTH OF ENGLAND 
THE COUNTIES OF NORTHUMBERLAND, DURHAM, CUMBER­

LAND, AND WESTMORLAND 

By D. H. DINSDALE, Armstrong College, Newcastle-upon- Tyne 

III. LANCASHIRE AND CHESHIRE 
By JOHN ORR, University qf Manchester 

IV. THE RIDINGS OF YORKSHIRE 
By A. G. RUSTON, University qf uerJs 

V. THE EAST MIDLAND COUNTIES 
THE COUNTIES OP DERBY, NOTTINGHAM, RUTLAND, LEI­

CESTER, AND THE LINDSEY DIVISION OF LINCOLN 

By ALLAN KNox, Midland Agricultural College, Sutton 
Bonington, Loughborough 

VI. THE EASTERN COUNTIES 
THE COUNTIES OF NORPOLK, SUFFOLK, ESSEX, HERTS, 

BEDFORD, HUNTINGDON, CAMBRIDGE, AND THE HOL­

LAND AND KESTEVEN IlIVISIONS OF LINCOLN 

By R. McG. CARSLAW, University qfCambridge 

VII. THE SOUTH-EASTERN COUNTIES 
THE COUNTIES OF KENT, SUSSEX, AND SURREY 

By JAMES GRANT, Oxford 

37 

51 

73 

95 

115 

135 

VIII. THE SOUTH AND SOUTH MIDLAND COUNTIES 155 

THE COUNTIES OF DORSET, RANTS, BERKS, BUCKS, OXFORD, 

AND NORTHAMPTON 

By EDGAR THOMAS, University qf Reading 



10 REGIONAL TYPES OF BIUTISH AGRICULTURE 

CHAPTER rAOa 

IX. THE SOUTIl-WESTERN COUNTIES 
THB COUNTIBS OP DBVON AND CORNWALL 

By W. HAawOOD LoNO, S,alI-HQ)'M Agriadlural Colleg" 
Devon 

X. THE WEST OF ENGLAND COUNTIES 
THB COUNTIBS OP HBRBPORD, WOIlCEIrl'BR, OLOUCElrl'BIl, 

WILTS, AND SOMEIlSBT 

By C. V. DAWB, UnivlrsifY of Bristol 

XI. THE WEST MIDLAND COUNTIES 
THB COUNTIBS OP STAFFORD, SALOP, AND WAIlWlClt 

By F. S. DENNIS, Harper Manu AgriadturaJ Colleg" Salop 

XII. WALES AND MONMOUTII 
By A. W. AsHBY and E. La.. HAaay, Universi~ of Wall, 

XIII. THE NORTH OF SCOTLAND 
THB COUNTIBS OF CAITHNESS, OIlKNBY, SHBTLAND, 1tlTHB1l­

LAND, IlOSS AND CIlOMAllTY, 1NVE1lNESS, MOIlAY, 

NAIRN, BANPP, ABERDEEN, AND KlNCARDINB 

By A. D. IMPEIl, North of ScotlotuJ Colleg, of Agriadturt, 
Aberdeen 

173 

193 

1111 

1153 

XIV. THE EAST AND SOUTIl-EAST OF SCOTLAND 1171 
THB COUNTIBS OF ANOUS, PIPE, BAIT PEIlTH, CLACIt­

MANNAN, K1N1l0Sll, WEST LOTHIAN, MIDLOTHIAN, ItAIT 

LOTHIAN, PEEBLES, SEI.KIRJt, 1l0XBtJllOH, AND BEIlWlClt 

By D. WITNEY, Edinburg" and East of ScotlotuJ Colleg, 
of Agricullur, 

XV. THE WEST AND SOUTIl-WEST OF SCOTLAND 1191 
THB COUNTIBS OP AIlGYLL, WElT PEIlTll, I'I'IIlUNG, 

DUMBAIlTON, LANAIlK, RBNPRBW, AYIl, WlGTOWM, 

ItIIlXCllDBIlIGHT, AND Dt1MPIlIES 

By J. A. GILCHIlIST, West of SeotlotuJ AgriaJluraJ College, 
Glasgow 

INDEX 



Index 

Owing 10 the jr,qrunt r,cumtl/:, qf rej"nrcll 10 &rOPS ond live stoek, all rej"nrces 
ar, nol given. Wher, lhe lerm "by Provinc,s" is ru,d, the rej",1/t:es are only 10 
the pages on which rejirenus 10 the provinu as a whole are 'I1IIJde ond nol 1o 1liiy 

rejer,1/t:,s 1o lhe subjecl in lhe description qf r,gions. 

Agricultural Holdings Acts 31 
Agricultural Wages (Regulation) Act 276 
Allotments 41 

Bakewell, Robert 104 
Barley: importance of. in England and Wales 19 

in Scotland 26 
forseed 238 
growing in Scotland 263, 273, 280. 282. 298 
on the chalk 82-3. 109, 129. 146, 149, 1611-3 
on light land 1111-4. 168-g, 179,218 

Beans Sll Vegetable Production 
Beef SII Cattle Fattening 
Best, Dr. 83 
Border raids 40 , 79 
Bowing system 159, 294 
British Dairy Farmers' Association 167 
Bulb-growing SII Flowers 
Butter-making: decline in farm 11111, 160, 178, 183, i8S 

witb stock-rearing 89, 99, lI07 

Caird 1I03-4 
Carrots SII Vegetable Production 
Carslaw, R. MeG. 118 fn. 
Cattle: fattening in England and Wales 1I11-3 

in Scotland 27-8 
decline of 86, 89, 106, 11111, 1119, ISO, 168, 1I06. 1I19, 1I113, 1I37, 

1I74,309 
in yards 89,106. 108-g, lillO, 1I37, 2Sg-60, 1I63-4, 1I81-2, 1I8S-7. 

301, ~JIo-l I 
on grass 44-5.86,90. 101, 110-1 I, 142, 167. 170, 180, 198-g, 

2110, 1I43,1I60.1I63-4 
Cattle-rearing in England and Wales 1I3 

in Scotland 28 
dairy stock 4&-7,56, 78-g. 101. 186, 188, lillI, 1I99 
for beef 47, 1811. 188, 197. 1I08, 217, 1I111. 244. 259" s,q., 

1I81, 1I8S "s,q., 1I99, 300. 308 



314 REGIONAL TYPES OF BlllTISH AGlUCULnl'U 

Celery Ie, Vegetable Production 
Cheese-making 58, 66-8, 100, 107, 159, 160. !l0&-7. 1115-16. 114!Z. 

-297-8,306,307-8.309 
Chicory 75 
Chorley. John 63 
Cider orchards 17g-80. 183. 197 
Clarke 122 fn. 
Climate Ie, Rainfall 
Cockle Park Experimental Station 44 
Coke of Holkham 117 
Colling Brothers 46 
Crofting system !ISS. !l65 

Dairy fanning III Milk Production 
Devonshire cream 183 
Domesday Swvey 116 

Flax 75. go 
Flint-mapping 1!l3 
Flower-growing 127. 132. 184-5. 187. ISg 
Forest of Galtries 88 
Forestry Commission 123. !l19 
Fruit-growing 127. 131• 132, 139. 141• 144-5, 146-'1. 1.1. 165, 166. 

167-8. 184. 198-g, 202. !l19. 2!14. !l31. 288, 301. 304 

Glasshouse cultivation 65. 127. 147. 151. 165-6. !l0!Z. 2240 232• 245. 304 

Hanley. Nicholson and 116 Cn. 
Hill-land, distribution of, in Great Britain 14-15 

Holt 63 

by Provinces 37-8, 5!Z-3. 74. 96-7. 115. 137. 
156-7,175-7. 194-5. !I 12-13. 228.!l54-5. 
!l72,292 

Hops 141, 144-5. 147, 197, 199. 219 
Hops Marketing Board 152, 199 
Horses. rearing oC 232, 237. 231J..g. 241, 243-4. 266 
Horticultural Products (Abnormal Importations) Act 187 

Industrial areas, influence of Canning 1~19. 43-40 5~. 76-7. 103. 
221-!Z.236-7 



INDEX 

Labour, employed on farms: in Great Britain 32-4 
by Provinces 42-3,53,75,98,137,157-8, 

196, 214-15,235-6,255,275-6, 294 
Land, area used for agriculture: England and Wales 13 

Scotland 13 
Wales 230 
by Provinces 37, 51, 73, 95, 115, 136, 

155, 173, 193, 211, 253, 271-2, 
291-2 

Land-reclamation 62-3,80-1, 131-2, 142 
Land-holding by colliery companies 41 
Land tenure: in Great Britain 30-1 

by Provinces 40-1,53-4, 157, 214, 235, 255, 275, 294 
Liquorice 75, 77 

Makings, S. M. 95 fn., 106 
Mangolds III Root Crops 
Marketing Gardening III Vegetable Production 
Marling 58-g, 88-g 
Middleton,John 165 
Milk Marketing Board 46,48,67,68,76, 122, 182, 183,207 
Milk Production: in England and Wales 21-2 

Mustard 90, 131 

in Scotland 27 
decline of farm butter-making SII Butter-making 
decline of farm cheese-making 65-9, 107, 159-60, 

215-16,297-8,307-8,309-10 
displacing cattIe-fattening 99-101, 122, 150, 168, 

219.223,301,311 
in industrial areas 4'1, 60-1, 76, 103-4, 221-2. 237. 

302 
on grassland farms 127, 140, 145, 148, 159-60, 

164-5, 167, 170, 196, 198, 201-2, 206-7, 215-16, 
223, 238-g.305-6 

on "mixed" farms 86, 104, 125, 143, 166-7, 169, 
178,200,218,220,261-2,274-

on stock-raising farms 46,47-8,56,57-8,78, 9!)-101, 
102-3, 110, 182, 240 III seq. 

open-air bail system 163-40 204-
town dairies 283-4-
SII also Cheese-making 

National Institute for Research in Dairying 165 
National Mark Scheme 139 
Nicholson and Hanley 116 fn. 



316 REGIONAL TYPES OJ' BJUTISH AGRICULTUU 

Oats, distribution of: England and Walea 19 
Scotland ll6 

as main crop 43,47, 184, 186, 188,lllili, llSI, llMt ll59,ll71-3, 193 

Part-time farming 60, 108, liB. IIRI 
Pigs Marketing Board 15R, 174 
Pigs, distribution of: England and Walea 115 

Scotland 119 
as maio Iive-atoc:k eoterprue Ili4 
bacon production 85 
on butter-making fanna 178, 186 
on cheese-making farma 68, 160,1106, t16, S08, S09-IO 
on suburban holdings 166, R84, S05 
pork production 1134, li44 

Population, areas ofdeose: Great Britain 1~19 
by Provinces S~, 51~, 73-40 9~, 

117-18, 135, 15~, 173-4, 193-4, 
. 1I11-lli, llli~, 115S, 1171, 1191 

Potatoes, distribution ofcrop: England and Walea 110 
Scotland 116-7 

early-crop 130, 147, 185, 187, li38, 1183, S07, SIO 
for seed 1143, 1185, li87, SOO 
maio-crop 43, 64, 66, go, 105, 108, 131, 13li, 180-1, lil9, 

1131, li63, 1173, 1183, 30 5, 311 
Poultry, distribution of: Eogland and Walea li,5-6 

Scotland 119 
as an important enterprise 41~, 59, 77, 1111, Ili6, Ili7, 139, 

166, 179, 186, 1117, lillO, 11340 1137, 1139, 114:2, 1145, 1162, 1166, 
1174, li93, 303, S07 

Rainfall distribution: in Great Britain 1,5-16 
by Proviocea 38, 74-5, 9.,...s, 116, IS6, 157, 

174-5, 195, "3, lili7, 1155, R9R-3 
Research, farmers' intereal in 59 
Regions used for description (the reference is to the page on which the 

list of regions in the province is given) 
North of England 43 
Lancashire and Cheshire 54 
Yorbhire 7,5-6 
East Midland Countiea 101~ 
Eastern Couotiea IliO 
South-eastern Counties IS.,...s 
South and South Midland Countiea IsS 
South.western Couotiea 1,8 



INDEX 

Regions used for description-elllltinueti 
West of England Counties 196 
West Midland Counties 215 
Wales 236 
North of Scotland 258 
East and South-east Scotland 277 
West and South-west Scotland 295 

Rhubarb 62, 77 
Roman remains 40, 98, 105, 108, 201 
Roscoe 63 
Root crops: distribution in England and Wales 20-1 

in Scotland 27 
displaced by vegetables 1118 
proportion of acreage in 44, 231 
sheep feeding on 82, 162, 168,279,311 
supplanted by sugar beet 122 

Rotation of crops 86, 88, 90, log, 121, 129, 150, 163, 16g, 184, 186, 
257, 259, 2So, 282, 283, 298, 300, g03, g05, 307, 310, gl I 

Rural Workers' Housing Act 275 
Rye 12g 

Scotland, Department of Agriculture 274 
Scottish Agricultural Securities Corporation 275 
Scottish Milk Marketing Board 284, 298 
Sheep: distribution in England and Wales 23-5 

in Scotland 28-g 
grass-feeding 44, 85, 86, 104, 128, 138, 140, 142-3, 143, 167, 

182, 18g, 198,216,233-4,237 " s'q., 262, 280, 298 "sIq. 
hill-breeding 45-6, 56, 77-8, So, 182, 188, 197, 207, 216-17, 

221, 2g3-4, 237 " SIq., 262, 264-5, 266-7, 279, 285, 287, 
296-7, goo" sIq. 

on arable 82-g, 90, 103-4, 106, 108, log, 124, 129, 143, 145, 
149, 150, 162-3, 168, 16g, 180.200,202-4,220, 2So 

Size offarms: Great Britain gl-2 
by Provinces 53,75. 118. 136-7, 157, 195-6,214,234-5, 
274-5. 294 . 

Soils: in Great Britain 16-18 
by Provinces 75.97, 115-16, 137. 156-7, 175-7. 194-5, 212-lg, 

229 
Stephenson. George 6g 
Sugar Beet (Subsidy) Act 117 
Sugar beet: distribution in England and Wales 20 

in Scotland 27 
Sugar beet. 89. 90. 105. 108. log. 118, 121-2, 123. 124, 129. IgI. 150, 

169.218-19.273 
Swedes Sf. Root crops 



318 REGIONAL TYPES OF BRlTISH AGlUCVLTUU 

Tanner 181 
Tomatoes SII Glasshouse cultivation 
Tull,Jethro 117 
Turnips SII Root crops 

Vegetable Production 58, 611, 87, go. 105. 1115, 1117, IIIHO, I,I-it, 

146-a, 150-1, 160, 165~, 184-5, 186-7, 19lJ-!z00, 11011, IIO!;, 111., 
1119, 11113-4, 1131, 1137, 11411-3, 1145, 1183 

Wakefield 63 
Warping 89-90 
Wheat Act 19, 91, 117, 130, 1100, 173 
Wheat: distribution in England and Walea 19 

in Scotland 116 
as an important crop 85, 86, go, 105, log, 110, 11111, 11140 1118 

" leg., 149, 150, 168, 16g, 118-19, IlSo, 1811, 1187 . 
Willow-growing 165, 1105 
Women, importance in farm cheeae-making 67 

employment of Ie, Labour 
Wool, export of 113, 1197 
Wood, R. O. 95 fn. 



OV87(L8v1F 

particulars of pu!Jlications 
of similar interest 

iuued !JJ 

GEORGE ALLEN & ~IN LTD 
LoNDON: 40 MUSEUM STREET, W.C.I 

LEIPZIG: (F. VOLCKMAR) HOSPITALSTR. 10 
CAPE TOWN: 73 ST. GEORGE'S STREET 

TORONTO: 91 WEL1.INGTON. STREET, WEST 
BOMBAY: IS GRAHAM ROAD, BALLARD ESTATE 

WELLINGTON, N.Z.: 8 KINGS CRESCENT, LoWER HUTT 
SYDNEY, N.S.W.: AUSTRALIA HOUSE, WYNYARD SQUARE 



The Revival of Agriculture' 
A CONSTRUCTIVE POUCY FOil BlUTAIN 

1'uP_ In' A eo-rrna u. TRa llUllAL lUco-'ucnoII 
• "-:Ic:IATIOII 

C_a.. .51.61 ... 
Here ia a book that gives the ll'utb about agricultural revival. It diffen hID 
most boob dealing witb tbia quenioa in tbat it ia prepared by a IP'OUP 01 
individualJ witb a tb-Sh ~Iedge of the IUbjcd. 'rbe memben of the 
Rural Rec:onnrw:tioo Aaociatioo have IlOl emly beea COIK2I ned, durintr the 
last quarter or a CClltury, with largecale ICbema of laud IImIemenc and 
rural revival in tbia c:ouuuy, but have perwmally dealt witb probleml 01 
agricultural raxmatructioo au Iadia, CCDtnl Europe. PalatiDe and other 
C:OUUb'ies. 

The book provides ft&dcn witb full informatioo in alimple and direct Corm 
OIl the hiatOl')', the CICOIIOIIIia, and the fiIctI of the cue; it abo prelCDtI a 
policy Cor the Cuture. 

Britain's Trade and Agriculture: Their Recent 
Evolution and Future Development 

by MONTAGUE FORDHAM 
Author of .d ,., HisIll9 V &,liM IbINll4fo 

L1.. c_ a.. 7'. 61 ... 
ID aD a~iative review of n. ~ V IbINl14l.J (MI. Fordham', 
last work), n. T_ laid: "U the priDcipJea be enunciatel are 1OUDd, they 
are equally applicable to the whole iDduatriaI fabric." Mr. Fordham bu ad!Id 
OD the hiDt, and tbia book ia the reIUlc. HiatoricaI n:aearcb lives apecial 
interest to the eadia' pan or tbia book, which ia, ~, abo ~. 

The Farm and the Nation 
by Sill E. JOHN llUSSELL. 0.8.E., D.k., F.R.S. 

L1.. C- a.. 7'. 61. .. 
Thoughtful people in allleCtioaa of the community are DOW intcrestans them­
aelves in the pc.ibilitica of better utilizatioll or tbia c:ouuuy and or the Empire, 
Cor it ia widely recopizecl that a fulIc:r __ or our - toil ~,::r COD­
aic:Ierably.in the aoIUtiOll or our many aocial prob~ Sir Joha R , who 
ia Director of our oldac and largeat agricultural apaimeDt atatioa, _ out 
here the a.teDtial Ceaturel or the varioua problema involved, in auch a way 
that they CAD be radiJy grasped by the ~ radCr: at the tame 
time full rd'en:oces are gi_ to the more im~t ~ of further inf_ 
cion, thereby Cacilitating more detai1ed Itudy. The book ahouId prove uaduI 
to all who claire aD impanial ........ iD·ciOD or thia wry importaDllUbjec&. 

Can Land Settlement Solve Unemployment? 
by GEORGE HEllBEllT, M.B.£. 

(Formerly M.P. Cor Rothcrbam) 
Foreword by the Rl'. HoII. DAVID LI.oYD Gaoaoa, O.K., M.P. 

lAo C- a... 51·61 ... 
"'The book • • • ia aD eKtftIDely YaluabJe CODb'ibucioa to a d.iffic:ult aubjec:t 
OD which geaeral lmowledge ia limited, and ought to be ateDded ••• the 
book auggesta a IOUDd, detai1ed, and pnctic:aI buia C .. a maio put 01 the 
polic:y."~ 

LONDON: GEORGE ALLEN & UNWIN LTD 


